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Canada - Europe Relations
Note from the Retreat with the Honourable Bill Graham, M.P.,

Minister of Foreign Affairs

On Thursday September 5, at the request of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Canadian
pment brought together a group of thinkers to examine Canada-
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world, the U.S. as "hyperpower" and integration in communications suggest we need to assess

changes that have taken place since the last foreign policy review, and consider which aspects of

Canada's foreign policy may require updating.

At the suggestion of the Chair, participants addressed three broad themes in Canada-Europe

relations: trade, culture and values, and security. Six participants agreed to lead off discussions

on those themes.

Summary Conclusions

1. Relations with Europe can be an important component of our global foreign policy objectives:

•to help us see ourselves beyond North America

•to help others to see us as more than "U.S.A. North"

•to promote the concept of Human Security
• ecause EuroDeans are "4natural"/important partners in promoting human rights, shared



other roadblocks to trade.
* b>' promoting Canadian success stories (eg. in science/culture etc.)
* by increasing funding for joint research projects in tecbnology, Canadian Studies etc.
* by increasing Canada's visibility/independence in foreign policy and international

relations (e.g.: the Prime Minister's statement on Kyoto, Canada's role in the creation of
NATO).

As well, it was reconimended that more Canadian global engagement will be of interest/value to
Europeans (eg. at the UN, Arctic Council, OAS, Commonwealth/Francophonie etc.).

Trade
Canada-Europe relations are weakening because of the self absorption in Brussels (regarding
integration and enlargement). From a trade and business perspective, Canadian visibilit>' i
Europe is low, and Canada is even viewed by some as a satellite of the U.S. Others see Canada's
value as primaril>' an access point to the American market.

Likewise, for Canada, certain traditional links with Europe have weakened. Trade with owr major
trading partier, the U.S., is far more important, constituting 82% of our export market, than trade
with all other countries combined. Wbile Canada's transatlantic trade with Europe bas increased
in absolute terms, i proportionate ternis it bas decline relative to trade with thie U.S.
Nevertheless, while our economic future is with the U. S., we don't want to be in the position of
adopting policies made in Washington. Consequently, we need to strengthen links with Europe,
including improving trade relations.

The adoption of a single currency i the European Union removes a large barrier to trade and EU
enlargement (through its expansion Eastward) creates and impressively large and coherent
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The rote of NATO is also evolving beyond just defence, and is moving to take on an increased
political rote and increased membership. As U.S. interest in NATO fades, Europe is poised to
take possession of NATO structures, with one possible evolutionary change being to widen the
rote of the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP). NATO provides an opportunity for
outreach, and the ESDP crates an opportunity for interaction at a bigh international level. One
participant recommended that Canada strengthen its participation and presence at the Council of
Europe, as the Parliamnentary wing of the Council of Europe provides an opportunity for outreach
and discussion with European counterparts. Canada should use ail potential relationships to
develop a Canadian presence.

The question arose as to whether Canada should focus its energies on the EU institutions, or on
member states. On some issues there is substantial national j urisdiction, on others that is
transferred to Brussels. It was noted that many decisions are taken in Brussels, but that most
business is couducted with individual member states, work to influence member states is done in
the capitals. It was suggested that candidate countries for EU membership deserve special
Canadian attention while opportumities still exist for improved Canadian visibility and influence.

I conclusion, it was noted that Europeans niake attempts to cooperate with us because they ofien
expect Canada to take a principled position on issues (such as the International Crirninal Court
and human rights). Canada and Europe also tend to share a common sense of purpose and values
i the UN. However, it was azreed that Canada has to address its lack of visibilitv in Eurone.
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Summary of Key Point From Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the U.S. Roundtable. CCFPD
and the Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation, University of California at San Diego, California, United
States. March 20,2001.

Summary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Washington D.C. Roundtable on Trends in U.S.
Foreign Policy. CCFPD and the Woodrow Wilson Centre, Washington DC. April 2, 2001.

Summary of Key Points from Brief Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the U.S. Roundtable.
CCFPD and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. April 12, 2001.

Summary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Toronto Roundtable on the Bush Administration's
Foreign Policy -Challenges and Implications for Canada. CCFPD and the Munk Centre, University of Toronto,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. May 18, 2001.

Halifax Roundtable on US Foreign Policy. CCFPD and Saint Mary's University, Halifax, N.S.. June 15, 2001.

Wendy Cukier,
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NATO-Nuclear Weapons Roundtable Report. CCFPD. August 24-25, 2000.

Report. CCFPD. April 28, 2000.

Heather Nicol and Ian Townsend-Gault. Fall 2000.
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Law
Canadian Council on Intemational Law 29* Annual Conference - Policy Options Paper. Kim Carter et. al.
December 2000.

Africa
Report from the National Forum on Africa. CCFPD. January-February, 2002.

Summary Report from the Roundtable on Good Governance and Africa. CCFPD. October 25, 2001.



Culture
Commnerce international et diversité culturelle: à la recherche d'un difficile équilibre. Ivan Bernier, Université Lavai
and Dave Atkinson. 2000.

Circumpolar Issues
Roundtable on Northemr Foreign Policy: Feedback and Look Ahead. CCFPD. February 5, 2001.

Foreign Poicy Research
Gendered Discourses, Gendered Practices: Feminists (Re) Write Canadian Foreign Policy. Claire Turenne Sjolander,
University of Ottawa; Heather Smith, University of Northern British Columbia; Deborah Stienstra, University of
Winnipeg. May and July 2000.

Visit www.cfp-pec.gc.ca for more reports and other publications. I
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