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CONFERENCE POLICY REPORT
““Canada - East Asia: Business Connections”

Intent of the Conference

In October of 1998, Renison College and the University of Waterloo hosted their fourth annual
East Asian Autumn Festival. The festival included a wide-range of cultural activities and was

well attended by the Kitchener- Waterloo community.

The festival’s official opening took place on September 30 at the Kitchener City Hall. Along

with the “Tastes of East Asia Food Fair”, the evening featured martial arts demonstrations, a
_presentation of Chinese and Korean dances, and a display of traditional Chinese costumes. - -
Qilsitoré ﬂso learned about origami and calligraphy techniques and sampled Chinese and Western

folk r. usic.

An i’ ormation fair was held the next day in which participants learned about employment, study,
and research opportunities in East Asia. Representatives from a variety of organizations and
institutions were on hand to answer questions from the interested public. On the same day,
several guest speakers took part in the celebrations. Dr. Jusuck Koh, principal architect for Oikos
in Seoul, Korea gave the keynote address. He spoke about the connections between culture and
architecture in a talk entitled, “Korean Culture Reflected in Architecture and Landscape.” In a
lirerary evening held at the University of Waterloo’s Theatre of the Arts, audiences were treated
to two unique perspectives of Canadian - East Asian relations. Dr. Peter Li discussed his work,
“The Chinese in Canada” in which he explores the historical development of this group in this
country. Author Kerry Sakomoto read from her best-selling novel “The Electrical Field”. This
work was nominated for the Giller Prize and the Governor General’s Award for Fiction and
explores the lingering effects of the Japanese-Canadian internment during the Second World War.
The = ::ning also showcased a special screening of the National Film Board’s “Under ths: Willow
Tree: 'ioneer Women in Early Canada”, under the direction of Dora Nipp.

The Festival concluded on October 3, 1998 at Renison College with culmral demonstrations of
origami, calligraphy, Aiki Ju-Jistsu and Karate techniques. Participants enjoyed samples of East
Asian cuisine before concluding the festivities with demonstrations of the Chinese Lion Dance,

and instructions in Acupuncture and Bonsai gardening.
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With the East-Asian Auturnn Festival as a backdrop, the conference titled, “Canada — East Asia:
Business Connections” was held on October 2, 1998. It was presented in conjunction with the
KW Chamber of Commerce, Communitech, Canada’s Technology Triangle Community
Technology Association and the Centre on Fareign Policy and Federalism, Unjvergity of

Waterloo.

Its purpose was to bring together a diverse group of individuals to discuss Canadian interests and
involvement in East Asia. The Conference examined the nature of relations between Canada and
East Asia in a rapidly changing global economic community. In the fall of 1998, the Canadian
govenment and Canadian businesses were trying to formulate responses to the economic crisis
that was wreaking havoc in East Asia. The so called “Asian meltdown” served as a timely
context to questions considered at the conference. Discussions focused on identifying business
oppor unities in Asia while considering questions of culture and human rights. The conference
servis as an important forum in which participants could share expertise and experience to

furtke ' promote relations between Canada and East Asia.

Participants were offered a wealth of information regarding opportunities and challenges for
businesses with respect to the changing economic realities in Asia. They were able to obtain up-
to-date information from experts on market trends in East Asia, and speak directly with Team
Canada members about what they had learned on their Asian Tour. The conference allowed key
contacts to be made with other business people and concerned citizens who were interested in

developing relationships with East Asia.

Panclists and presenters included academics, business representatives and senior government
officials whose wide-ranging and varied expertise offered a rich base for discussion. The
comprsition of the audience was as varied as that of the presenters. The seventy-five individuals
in antendance included students, interested members of the Kitchener-Waterloo community,
acade rics, business interests, and government officials. As a result, a variety of issues and

concems were raised, thereby contributing to the on-going dialogue on policy formation on

Southeast Asia.
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Conference Participants

The Conference was designed such that participants attended three panel discussions and enjoyed
a luncheon and keynote address by the Minister for International Trade, the Honourable Sergio

Marchi_. PC.

The first panel, “Economic Realities: Identifying Opportunities in Southeast and East Asia”, was
chaired by Dr. Valentine O’Donovan, CEO of Com Dev International. The panelists were Dr.
Linda Lim (Director of the Southeast Asia Business Programme at the University of Michigan),
Seiji Adachi (Director of Japanese Business Services at Pricewaterhouse Coopers), and John
Yuen (Vice President of Sales at Trimark Mutual Funds). The presenters offered a macro geo-
political view of Southeast Asia. Discussion focused on whether Canada could still find
opportunities in East Asia and what strategies should be formulated for both the long and short

term.

The ::>ond panel, “Doing Business With East Asia: What You Really Need to Kn:v/”, was
chaii.i by Dietmar Kubasta, Manager of Communications at Communitech. The panel:sts were
Pamela Kanter (Area Director for Japan and Korea of the Ontario International Trade
Corporation), Donald Tong (Director of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office), and Timo
Vainionpaa (President of Aurora International Telecommunications Inc.). In this session, the
focus was on practical issues that must be addressed by individuals wishing to do business
successfully in East Asia. The speakers emphasized the role that government could play by
providing resources and services. The need to be knowledgeable and culturally sensitive to each

specific country was also highlighted. Ethical and human rights issues that should be considered

were also noted.

Over lunch, guests heard a keynote address presented by the Minister for International Trade, the
Hone. rable Sergio Marchi. Discussion included several issues related to conducting business in
East . ;sia. Mr. Marchi gave a comprehensive review of Canadian economic and foreign policy
interz: (s in the region. He supplemented his prepared speech by commenting on broader cultural

questions, including some of the human rights questions raised in the second session.
The third discussion, “Doing business in East Asia: Bringing the Deal to a Successful

Conclusion” was chaired by Justian Fabian, Vice President of Business Development for
Research in Motion. The Panelists were Peter Schturyn (Business Development Manager for
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Export Development Corporation), Antoinette M. Vita (Manager of Trade Finance at the Bank of
Montreal) and Howie Wong (partner at Gowling, Strathy and Henderson). Lawyer Howie Wong
underlined the need for Canadians to be well informed about the legal frameworks and
assumptions of the countries in which they were doing business. In particular, Mr. Wong
suggested that particular artention be paid to contract law, human Hghts, and intellectual prapnrty._

Concluding comments

“Canada — East Asia: Business Connections” was a conference that did more than simply address
questions about trading relationships with East Asia. By drawing on a wide range of expertise,
and a diverse audience, participants were able to consider the future of Canadian and Southeast
Asian relations in a broad social and cultural context. In identifying the commonalities and
differences shared by Canada and Southeast Asia, great gains were made towards building a
sustaized and rewarding base for long and short-term trading relationships. Providing businesses
with t1e opportunity to share information and experience with one another was one of the more

successful components of the conference.

The East Asian Autumn Festival and the conference on “Canada — East Asia Business
Connections” built links with academics, students, interested citizens, and government in order to
enhance the understanding of Southeast Asia’s unique character. Both events attracted significant
attention in the local press that described the events as, “far more interesting, more important and

more enduring, than the ups and downs of stock markets and currency exchanges.”

Based on the success of this festival and conference, future discussions of Canada — East Asia

relations will continue to be most beneficial and rewarding.
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<E RECORD, Kitc'hgner, Ont.

ENTERTAINMENT

eeing the posters go.ng up for the 1998 East .
Asian Festivalat Reniscn College made
realize thata full year Has now passed
ceIstarted writing these weekly offerings. -
.lot can happen ir-one short year ‘-
m thinking pmicularly aboutwhathag - :‘
1eto pass-m Asla since’ tried to convey my -
1usiasm for the 1997 East Asian Autumn -
Zval in this column last September i
2w péplerealizedthen :at such mormen- M A R T N
s changes were just arow 1d thecorner Bur - ‘. i

w . sburces in chosen drec:mns, and to mal-.eus

© had been warning sizr
1e collapse of the deal to ;vroduce afllmse- feel insecureand ready 10 amepthardshlp
‘and sacrifice,

for broadcast in Asia fe !unrgrhe.K W
:phony, for instance, ma. have been an

7 srmptam of the so-czlled "Aszan flu.”
\is wasa great loss. o
Lopportunity like this, which would have : ,‘
ght world-wide attention to our premier

tral institution, may not come again for :

! 50me time.

rised that project Tailed
member being very sm-pnsed when first

.. ago;

But Istﬂl smncI by'what Isazd back then

Thatthe =lobalma.rketplace is not some
kmd of combat zéne.”

That it is impartart for Carmdxans o) be—
come aware that therd’s s world out thev-e..‘
- And thatthe cutturat| dimensions of an:’

. event likethe Asian festtval at Renison Col-
lege represent thmgsthat arefar more inrer-
esting, more mmortant andmore endurmg

=d the news thzt this project had failed.
id thought that Japanese ﬁrms werein-  thanthe ups.and downs of stock 'na:kets and-
: mrrency axchnnge& AR

ble.

dbeen told thatthe futu-e ‘was Asia, thar Pl e

onomies of Korea, HongRong, Singa- . Dedicated orgamze’s -

mnid: Cmna were setting the pace for the Hopefullv the econormc s}ufs of 1998
mtury haven't dampened the enthuswsm, eroded the
would aft have todx.scvplme ourselves—  confldence or weakerned the dedication of the
:xarder, tghten our belts. cut frifls, and people involved in putting on this event.

. hustle; hustle— or w 'd be out of the Because our tles to the peoples and eultures
across the Pacificare as miuch a cause for cele-
bratfon as they were a year ago.

Withregard totrade connectiors, there mz;,' :
have been a faddish quality to the recent Pa-
cific Rim fixarion wmch 1s probably nowon

e hasalways been a.threatenmg under-
1this ‘competing inth world marker-
rhetoric, 1 which has b - ome a subst-
rthelanguage of the  3(d War

stﬁeéamﬁfcomhanve,féarﬂxlwne the-warné:- -

its iﬁ&ﬂ‘ﬁipurposes' :osdsfun Bmz;tmworth keepmg .nmmd that domg

mteressmj ustify chann busimess with Asia wasthe purpoae for bux‘}d—
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i f .continent remained & great'geographic nui-

g ’Phe world looks &Lﬂ'ere'zt’chan itdid a year e

ing the Ca.nad_\a.n Pac.nc Raﬂroad and the
Panzma Cariada, -

*" Remember alsa that t.hzs was the original
obsessxon of Columbus himself, and that for
- atleasttwo centuries afterhe firstencoun-

- tered muhemsphere,the Nerth American &

" Sance.tothe entrepreneurs and advenmrers ‘
Lhe West. .

: Afascmanon_ﬂia'r has Ias‘ed half a millen-

: munus not likely to disappear with 2 few

ghtches in the stock e*{change

j Ofﬁcia} opening set for Sept. 20

‘The official opening; of the 1998 East Asian
: Festival will be held, ence again, at Kitchene: @
*City Hall.| on Wednesdzy Sept.20from 703 @
POt g
'This 1sa&eaevenrtha£'wﬂl feature an -
Asianfood fair martial arts, craft demonsa- @
& tions, Chiriese and Western folk music and &
Korearzdanee.: :Cultural'offerings throughour
the rest of the week will include a keynote ad- &
dress.on Korean architecture, an exhibition o! &
* sculptures and drawings by Kitchener artist &
'Nicholas Rees, and a literary evening followez
bvaspecial’sereening of:Uider the:'Willow
Tree, a film abour pxoneercmnesewomen i
early Canada, .

The celebrations wilt canclude wzth afull
day of cultural demonstrations at Renison
next Saturday This is an event that is worthy
of enthusiastic support from all the commu-
nities of the centrat Grand Valley region.

Need to know morz?" . o

For more informadon call 834-1404, ext. 657.
‘or visitrthe Renison wab-site:

hm//tawm adm. uware..(oo ca/inforen

Mamr:DeGraoz zeacheshisrory at University
of - Waterlop: He commentson arts cm’ wlzure
Samrdavsmtheﬂecord‘ RN

"
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