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*CONFERENCE POLICY REPORT

"Canada -East Asia: Business Connections"

Intent of the ConfreMnce
In October of 1998, Renison College and the University of Waterloo hosted their fourth annual
East Asian Autun Festival. The festival includc a wide-range of cultual activifies and was
weil attcnded by the Kitchener- Waterloo comznuniy.

The. festivai's official opening took place on September 30 at the Kftchener City Hall. Along
with the 'Tastes of East Asia Food Fair", the eveoing féatured martial arts demonstrations, a
presentation of Chines. and Korean dances, and a display af traditional Chinese costumes.
Visitors ahso Iearned about origamni and calligraphy techniques and sampled Chinese and Western
folk r~ lisic.

An iormation fair wau held the next day i wbich participants Icarned about ermpIoyment, study.
and research opportunities in East Asia. Representatives from a variety of organizations and
institutions were on hand ta answer questions from the. interested public. On the. same day,
several guest speakers took pant i the celebracions. Dr. Jusuck Koh, principal archjtect for Oilcos
in Seoul, Korea gave the lceynote address. He spoke about the connections between culture and
architecture in a talk entitled, "Korean Culture Reflected in Architecture and Landscape." In a
literary evening hcld at the University of Waterloo's Theatre of the Arts, audiences wtt. trcated
Co two unique perspectives of Canadian - East Asian relations. Dr. Peter Li discussed hlà worc,

Meh Chinese i Canada" in whici lie explores the historical development of titis group i titis
country. Author ICcrry Sakomoto rcad front ber best-selling noirci "The Electrical Field". This
work was norninated for the. Giller Priz. and the. Govemor General's Award for Fiction and



With the East-Asian Autumn Festival as a backcfrop, the conférence tWed, "ýCanada - Eust Asia:
Business Connections" was held on October 2, 1998. It was presented in conjunction wich the
KW ,Chamber of Commerce, Communitech, Canada's Techxiology Triangle Communi:y
Technology Association and the Centre on Pooelg2 Policy anti Padena1t Untvoeulty of
Wateirloo.

Its purpose was to bring together a diverse group of individuals to discuss Canadian interests and
involvement in East Asia. The Conférence examined the nature of relations between Canada and
East Asia in a rapidly changing global economic-community. In the fail of 1998, the: Canadian
govemnment and Canadian businesses were hrying to forrnulate responses to the eononic crisis
that was wTeaking havoc in East AsiL . Sa called "Asian meltdown" served as a timely
context to questions considered et the canference. Discussions focused on identifying busines
oppm w iffies in Msia while considering questions of culture and human rights. The: conférence
servr<,, as an important forum i which participints could share expertise aud experience ta
furtlr promote relations between Canada and East Asia.



Conférence Partiejants

The Conferenace was deçigned such that participants attended three panel discussions and enjoyed
a luncheon and keynote address by the Minister for International Tradc. the Honourable Seria
Marci, PC.

The first panel "Ecoomic Realities: Identifying Opportunities in Southeast and East Asie", was
chaied by Dr. Valentine O'Donovan, REO of Com Dev International. The panielists were Dr.

Linda Lim (Director of the Sourheast Asia Business Programme at the University of Michigan),
Seiji Adachi (Director of Japanese Busines Services at Pzicewaterhouse Coopers), andi John

Yuen (Vice President of Sales at Trimark Mutual Funds). Tne presenters offéred a macro geo-

political view of Southeast Asia. Discussion focused on whether Canada could stili find

opportwiities in East Asia and what strategies should bc fornmlated for both the long andi short

The às *ond panel, "Doing Business With East Asia: What You Really Need to, Knc v", was
chaW?-i by Dietznar Kubasta, Manager of Communications at Communitech. The panel.ris were

Parnela Kantor (Area Director for Japan andi Korea of the Ontario International Trade

Corporation), Donald Tong (Director of the Hon~g Kon~g Econon-ie and Trade Office), andi Timno

Vainionpaa (President of Aurora International Telecommunications Inc.). In titis session, the

focus was on practical issues that must bc addressed by individuals wishing to do business
successlùlly in East Mia. The speakers ernphasized the yole that govermnt could play by
providing resources andi services. The neeti to b. knowledgeable and culturally sensitive to each

specific country was also highlightcd. Ethical andi human rights issues that shoulti be considered



Export Devolopment Corporation), Antoinette M. Vica (ManagrofTdeFnnea eBakf
Montreal) and Howie Wong (Partner at Gowling& Strathy and Henderson). Lawyer Howie WonS
underlined the. n.od for Canadians ta b. well inforzn.d about the lega] ftrnworks and
aumixOns of the. countrie in which they were doing businmss I particular, Mr. Wang
sugg.sted that particular attention bec pald to contract law, humn zlghts, &M intffllwtua] pmpQ.Iy.

ConcludlnQ comments

address

Asian relaxons in a broaxi social
différences shared by Canada and
susaed and rewardinsr base for loi

gmet pus
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