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' GHRIST BARE OUR SINS.

BY NOAH \WORCESTER.

IN WHAT SENSE DID THE MESSIAII BEAR THE
) SINS OF MANY 1 , .

* ¢ The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
ali.” (Isn. liii. 6.) a

* For he shall bear their iniquities.” (Verse 11.)

.« And he bare the sins of mzay.” (Verse 12.)y

. So Christ was once offered to bear the'sins of
many.” (Ileb, ix. 28.) .

«Who his own self bare onr-sins in his own
body an the tree.? (1 Pet. ii. 24.)

- All these passages are supposed 1o refer to
Jesus Christ. 'T'he first of them will be sepa-
rately considered ; and then I shall endeavor
ta ascertain the meaning of the athers.

. % The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of ug all.» . "

"T'o.one accustomed: toregard the atonement
by Christ as a display of God>s anger, this
text will naturally he deemed a streng prool
of the correciness of that doctrine. But it
*should ba recollected, that the inspired writers
were in the habit of regarding God’s hand in
all afflictions, by whatever secondary causes
or ageats they -might have- been produced.
Satan and wicked men were agents in strip~
ping Job. of his property, his servants, and his
children-; yet Job piously eyed the hand of
-God in these events, and therefore said, % The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away.”>
¢ What ! shall we receive good at the hand
of {he Lord, and-shall we not receive evil:?>?
We may therefore say, The Lord laid on Job
the :iniquities’ of: the: Chaldean-and :Sabean

robbers, who were instrumens of his afliction, |

- Joseph, ‘100, was: the subject of jrreat afffic-
tion. - Yet after his exaltation in Egypt, and
while his brethren stood trembling betore him,
lest he should revenge their wrongs, Joseph
thus addressed them : ¢ As for you, ye thonght
evil against me ; but God meent it unlo good,
to bring o pass as it is this.day, to.save much
people alive.”? No the sufferings of*the Mes-
sialh were according to the ¢ determinate
counsel .and {oreknowledge of God,?” though
¢ by wicked hands” he was ¢ crucified and
slain.?’ After his exaltation to the right hand
of God,. he might have said to the Jewish
Sanhedrim, what Joseph said to his brethren,
— As for you, ye thought ¢vil against me ;|
but: God meant. it unto good, to bring to-pass

as it is this day, to save much people alive.?>|

_ The salvation of sinful men was the pur-
pose of God in both cases. But I see nothing
of substituted penal suffering .in either case,
though in.both one suffered for others.

. " Prior to exhibiting. the passages in.awhicl
others, besides tlic Messiah, ate represented as
bearing iniquilies ot sins, I may briefly state
several senses in which one may be properly
said to bear the iniguity of another, or of
many: others :— ) LT

1. A child may be said 1o bear the sins.of
his father, when by his fathers- dissipation
and wickedness, he is caused.to sufler po-
verty and affliction, S .

2. A good man may béar the sins of the
wicked,when he suffers persecution from.their
hands.  In this sense, Christ bore the sins of
many ; and some Christidns believe, that this
was the principal idea intended in'the predic-
tion, “and he shall bear the:sing of many.”?
This ‘opinion’ derives some support.from the.
faet, that the conduct. of his persecutors was
predicted in’connexion with dle"“"o'rds which
have been.quoted. ©.© . T T

3, A good man may be said to, bear the
sins of others, wlhen, liké Lot, his. rightcous
soul is grigved from day to day. by their un«
law{ul deeds. ~ Thus too Christ doubtless bore
thiesins’éf mdny. " o, L

‘4.’ A good man may properly bear the sing
of ‘others, when witl, meekness he-endures
theirinsults and-revilingsy, and still exercises;
towards - them - the- spint “of forbearance, and
forgiveness,, Who will deny that'Christ thus
bore the sins of many ¥~ .. - o

5. A good man may be traly:said to hear
{Nie;siris oF others, “when, on account’of their
sinis; he'is filled witlii concern, for, their souls,
and not'only' prays for them; but.freely: ¢

and’death;” that"he’ may ' recover. them from
{Heways of sin. and misery.: T this sense,
all Christians must own " that . Christ bore. the

the sins of others, if their crimes are imputed
to him, and he is caused to suffer in their
stead. . Such a result may be brought about
in different ways. It may occur, by the

“Jerel design and deceptive’ management of |:

guilty agents. Having committed a capital
offence, - they may conspire and accuse an
innocent person of the erime, and, by false
testimony, cause liim to be arrested, tried,
eonvicted, and executed. A similar result
- may occur by mistake. - A murder may be
comr_ni_tted under circumstances which -fix
suspicion. on an innocent man, and cause
him to Ve arrested ; the same circumstances
may on trial be deemed adequate proof of
his guilt; and thus, whilé perfectly innocent
rof the crime laid fo his large,” he may be
put to death as a malefactor, : v

| There is still another way in which’an
innocent person may suffer instead of tlie
guilty. For some reasons of sufficient weight
in his ewn mind, an innocent person miy
ofier himself as a subslitute for- a  guilty
father, son, or friend’; the offer‘may be ac-
cepted by the government, and- the innocént
‘may suffer the punishment due to the guilty.

Birt the-last case, stated under thé' last head,
iltustrates: more nearly than.any other, the
‘sense in which'a vast multitude of Christians
have supposed that the, Messiah, bore .the
'sins of many.  'We have .then ‘{0 inquire,
fair- comparison  of ‘scripture with scripts
Various ' cases . will " therefore ' be: brongh
view, in which one.ig represented as;bearingy
‘the sins or iniquilies of another.’ o

.- First.-Under’ the- Mosaic -dispensation,
Aaron_and his sons were appointed to bear
the iniquities of - the Israclites, Thus said
God to Moses, ¢ Thou shalt make a plafe
of pure gold, and grave wpon it, HOLINESS
TO TIHE LORD, and it shall be upon
Aaron’s- forehead, that Aarvon may bear the
iniquity of the holy things, which the chil-
dren of lsrael shall'hallow in all their holy
gifts; and it shall be always upon his fore-
head, that they may be accepted before the
Lord.,”> Exed, xxiii. 36—38S.

The priests were also required to cal of
the meat of “the sin-offering in the holy
place,’’ as being given to them. “tn Lear the
wniquily of the congregation, to make atone-
ment: for them before the Lord.”? Lev. x. 17.

Now what' do we' perceive in either of
{hese cases, which has the-least appearance
of divine anger, punishment, or substituled
suffering 2. Was the anger of God manifest-
ed towards Aarbn or lis'’sons, ‘while they
faithfully observed the: ritnals of his'own ap-
pointment ? - Was-not the plate of pure gold
with the inscription, ¢« Holiness to the Lord,”
a'symbol. of-thet purity- of heart which God.
required ‘of the people in all their acis of
worship?  Such a symbol of purity, so con-
spicuously placed on' the forehead of the
high-priest, was a constant admonition' to the
people, fo: beware of iniquity in their offer=
ings;. and by wearing this monitory symbol,
it-appears that Aaron bore the “iniquities- of
their ‘holy Jthings, ‘that "they  might -be' ac-
cepted® . : T
- “In the:other case, it appears that by ealing
| the- meatof the sin-offering,* the priests bore;
S~the:iniquity of the congregation:*® - Were
not. these. mereiful institutions ‘adapted to
.make- favourable  impressions on -the’ minds,
‘both .of . the. priests-and the people,—impres-
sions of God’s purity, benevolence; and for-
giving lovey—and. of the:importance of their
\reconciliation to:’ a: Being * who' -constantly
sought. their spiritual improvement:and lap.
:piuess.'lg_ sy B B -
: - Secondliy.! The scape<goat also bore: the'ini-
‘quities of. the i[sraelitess % Aaron’ shall:lay
:both: hisihands: upon the head of the-live-goat,
:and .confess over. him:all:the iniquities of" the!

. fehildren. of Israel, putting: them upon the head

,of thg; oat, and'shall send him away by the

the; goat shall-bear:upon: him all their iniqui-
;biescintoi-a-land - not inhabited.’?- Lev. xvi

21, 221 - Tn this institution, "we'have-symbo=|

:ligal. aots perforimed to:dennte Godrs readingss
,to. forgive, orremove from:his.people,-all their
transgressions;:on’ the most merciful terms;—-

their humbly confessing their sins. Putting

6. Aninnocent man may be said to bégr

- We have now a variety of senses.in which |:
one may be said to bear the sins of another. |,

whetlier this hypothesis ‘is warranted by a |

1 he,?? ot'bore; he, % their manners in the wil~

handof a fit man into.the wilderness. -And |

affecting ceremonies, suited to lead the people
to proper reflections_on their own guilt, and
the mercy of the Forde - . _

-Thirdly. -Ezekiel bora .the iniquity of the
house of, Istael, and the house of Judah. As
a “sign? unto them, he was directed to lic
a certain number of days on his ¢ left side,”
and to “lay the iniquity of the house of
Israel upon it.”? ¢ Ho,> said the Lord to
him, %shalt thou bear the iniquity  of the
house of Israel.?? TIé was tlien directed to
lie on his “right side,” and in like manner
to £ bear the iniquily of the house of Judah,”
Ezek..iv. 4—6. : .

. These also were symbolical acts, by which,
probably, Ezekiel was to admonish the Is-
raclites and Jews of impending calamities.
The menner in which he bore their iniquitics
might well be regarded by them s a call to
repentance. But.nothing is perceived of sub-
stituted sufferings 5 -nothing which even sym-
bolically represented one &s beaving the pun-
ishment due to another’s offences.’

* . Fourthly. Jehovah himself bore the iniqui-
ties of ‘his chosen people :* -
“Your new .moons and, your appointed
feasts my soul haleth: they are a trouble
untnl me ; I am weary to bear themy” Isa.
LI T

¢ So that the Lord could no longer bear,
because .of the evil of your doings,’?: Jer.
v 22,7 ) Y B
¢ And about the time of forty years suffered

demness,? Actsxiii. 18 . o, o0 o

Alearned English wiiler (Jolift Taylsr; of
Norwich) has brought together twelve texts,
which in the Hebrew language représent God
as bearing, or having borne, the iniquities of
his people 5 but which, iu, the common ver-
sion of the Bilile, are translated as if {o bear
meant to pardon—Thice of these will be
exhibited.” -

In the prayer of Moscs, Exodus xxxii. 32,
we read 1n our version: “ Yet now, if thoun
wilt, forgive their sin,*? that is, bear theirsin,

“The Lord is long suffering, and of great
mercy, forgiving iniguity,”*—bearing iniquity
Nainb. xiv. 18,

¢ Who is a God like unlo thee, that par-
dorneth?’—bzarelh—*¢ iniquity, and passeth by
the iransgression of the remnant of his herit-
age 7> Micah vii, 18,

There are other forms of speech used in the

'the hands on the head of the goat, and con-
fessing over it thé sins of the people, were,

In these cases the children bore the iniqui~
ties of their fathers,. not as being punished fort
the sins of their fathars, but as suffering the
evil conséquences of their (athers? wiﬁredrﬂ.
neess.  As_ children are oftén brought into
distressed and ruinous circumstances, by the:
ambition, avarice, reveuge, or proflcacy. of,
their parents ; so -1t was with the. (children
spoken.of in these passages. But they were:
not punished as guilty of their fathers' sins,-
noi were their sufferings 2 substitute for the.
punishment due to-their fathers; for the fa-.
thers.fell by the displeasure of God, though
the children bore their iniguities. i one of
the cases, the carcases of the fathers fell in.
the wilderness for their rebellion against the:
Lord; inthe other, the fathers-fell in a war
with Nebuchadnezzar, in which they en-
gaged coutrary to the advice and warnings of’
a prophet of the Lord,—~in which war, their,
country was ruined, themselves destroyed,.
and their children carried into a long eap-
tivity. : o :

Siclhly There is avother sense in which
some lave supposed that children hear the.
iniquities of their fatheis, and which sense .
is mentioned in the Bible. In the days of’
Ezekiel, this proverb: seems . to have bheen
current: ““The fathers have eaten sour!
grapes, dand_the children’s teeth are set on:
cdge:?. By this, it seems, they meant that
children were mumnished for 1he sins of their;
fathers. But God assured. them that such.
was not "the facl.. On their patt, the case;
was thus stated : “Why 7 doth not the son
bear the iniquity of the father 222 . In reply,
God positively declared, ¢ The son shall not-
bear. the iniguity, of the.father; neither:shall.,
the fathic ?)

Ezek, xviil.’19,20.° - . oo ;

It is véry évident, that the son's bearing,
the iniquity of the father is- here used in-a
sense different from what it was by Jere~-
wiall, TFor liad the words been used in the.
same sense by both prophets, they would have .
direetly contradicted each other. Thonsands
of children in every age bear the iniquities
of their fathers in the sense in which the
worls are used by Jeremiah. But no child,
it is helieved, ever bore the sins of his father .
in the sense in which the words are used in
Fzckiel. In other words, thousands sufler
in consequence of the vile conduct of their fa.
thers; but no one is punished for his father’s
transyréssions.

Excelusive of the instances which relate to
the Messiah, we' have now before us a va-

Bible, which express or imply God’s bearing
the sins of mankind. Long-suffering, if 1
mistake not, means long-hearing or long-en-
diring ungrateful "and disobedient conduet,

men, is strongly expressed, Amos ii. 13,
¢ Behold, [ am pressed under you, as a cartis
pressa@,[hat'isﬁlll of sheaves.”

Asa'benevolent fathier bears the ungrateful
conduct :of a child, so God bears the sinsof
mankind. In this case, it may be presumed
that. no one. will pretend that, bearing sin,.
means bearing punishment, or substituted suf-
féring. 'Yet God’s bearing our iniquities may
be ifor-the same purpose  that Christ bore
them, that is, to melt our hearts with his kind-
ness, and reconcile us lo himself. ¢ Or de-
spisest thou the richies of his goodness, and
forbearance, and long-suffering ; not knowing
that the' goodness of God leadeth thee to 1e-
pentance 2”7 Rom, ii. 4. . T

Fifthly. Therc are instances in which chil-
dren ave said to have borne the iniquities of
rebellious or. wicked  fathers. . The second.
commaniment contains. the following words::
<¢For I the Lord ‘thy God ‘am’a jealons God,
visiting the iniquities of the fathers-upon tlie
children unto the third.and fourth generation:
of them thaf hate mes? - Two.cases are par-
‘ticularly mentioned in the Old Testament, in.
-which ‘ihe children bore the iniquities of tiieir
‘fatheérs....While: the: Israelites were /in tlie

‘that gencration ;¢ But as: for. you, your car-
cassts, they shall fall in the wilderness. And
yourichildren shall: wander in' the wilderness’
forty: years - and. bear yowr-whioredoms;> Num.

32583, ¢ e e e D 4
i “After a war with, the. Babylonians, Jere-
miah, in his Lamentations, says, ¢ Our fa-
thers'have sinhed; and arenot;’ and we have
horne their iniquitics,’ Lam. v. 7.

H

’

Y

The idea of God’s bearing the inigunities of |

“wilderness, God thus; addressed the fathers of | thesi

riely of cases in which oné is said to hear the .
iniquities "of another.” Such language ap-
pears to have been used: by the inspired wri-
ters in different senses on different occasions ; .
bat- I havé not heen able’ to. find a single
instance in which. the language is used in~
a sense analagous to that which lias. been |
given ‘it when used in relation to Christ. .
The done which approaclies thé nearest to
that sense, is the one which God positively
disclaims as having no place under his go- |
vernment,  But even in this case, there are
two points in whicki there is a want 'of ana-.
logy. For it can lardly be supposed, that
the complainers in Ezekiel's time had any .
idea of substituted sufferings ; or that thieir.,,
sufferings would exempt their fathers. {rom-,
punishment ; and it is very cerlain that these
complainers never consenled to.suffer the pup- -
ishmeitt due to'the sins of their fathérs. ‘

- The idea.of substituted suffering: is, cssen-
tial to the prevalent theory respecting the .
atonement ;. and also essential lo.the: hypos;,
thesis, that the anger or avenging justice. of ,
'God was displayed,in the suflerings of, Christ...
But-of all. the instances which. have.:been
brought to view, T think.there is not one in'
which-can be discovered the least appearanca;/

‘qa}}n"e, of Christ’s sufferings:has been greatly,:
misunderstood ;:and that the prevalent hypo=.,
hesis: respecting. them is incorrect -and:
‘warianted by the Bibley .0 Do
.. Had:I. found, on; caréful inguiry;

Seriplures:iin.:fespect ta :others,iwhat:

the meaning of the words when used in:vela

L ]

edr-Wie fniyfity "ol the ~son; 75

of substituted suffering; and ;this: circumm;
stance is,” in.my mind,, strong proof,; that tha

-

: ~that’the:”
idea. of substituted punishment, or penalisufstt.
fering, is. aliays:impliediin: one’s bearingithe: .-
gisis of.anothery.as theiwordsiare: vsed: in thel . -
vould's . -
have been thought of miy.aandour and: myiina:i-
tegrity, if T'should still insist.that such is 3ol
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=
tion to the Messiah? Ivery reader may | consideration of these things they were ani- Veally ngainst the blind,misguided zealwhich {entered into.  The Queen’s name appears for :
answer this question for himself. Ife may

then reverse the supposition, and ingnire what
should be thought of the candour of a wriler
who will still affirm that sueh must be the
meaning of the words when used in reference

_1o the Messiah although they have no such

meaning in any other case’ as used” in. the
L e R n
#Should’ any one be disposed .to make the
inquiry, ‘whether. one’s” bearing the iniquity.
of another, ever means what has been suppos-

~ed-when the language-is-used in reference to

the Messiah, Iet him keep in mind that the
prevalent hypothesis implies three ideas:
1. That Christ suffered displays of divine
anger or avenging justice; 2, That these he
suflered as the substitute for sinners ; 3. That
it was the purpose of these sullerings lo ex~
empt those from punishment for whom they
were-endured. - With these ideas in view, 1
thinkno jmpartial inquirer will ever be able
to satisfy himself thet the werds in quesiion
were ever used in sueh a sense by any in~
spired writer. :

- Therc are, however, -other passages of
Scripture which may aflord light on ihis sub-
jecty some of which I shall now exhibit.

1. 1t is -said"of Christ, ¢ He hath horne

° ont griefs and carried our sorrows.?? ““Him-

-

self o0k our infirmities and bare oursick-
nesses.?? - It eould only hein a ‘metaphorical
senge-that he hore our griefs, our sicknesses,
or our sins. Matthew, after Tecording the
inany miracles which Jesus performed on a
ceitain occasion, tells us, that these things
were done < "That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esalas the prophet, Himsell*
1eok our infinmities-and bare our sicknesses.”?|
If then Christ might bear onr sicknesses by
exercising a benevolent sympathy and his
Po\ver of healing, why not bear our sins by
renevolent labours and suffering to redecm us
from all infquity ? 1 see no more evidente
that, in bearing our sins, he bore our punish-
ment ; than that, inbearing oursicknesses, he
suffered all the pains and distresses of which
e relieved others.”

-2, Not only did ‘Christ bear our infirmities,
but - Christians are required to bear the infirm-
ities and burdéns of each other :—

“¢1We then, that are strong ought to bear
the infirmities -of the aveak,” Rom. Xv. 1.
< Pear ye-one anothet’s hurdens, and so fulfil
the law-of Christ,”> Gal. vi.'2, ;

1t surely “is not by having the infirmities

and-burdens of -others transferred o me, ‘that|

I-am to comply - with -these ‘exhortations. - I
am not'to become their substitute, but' I am to
exercise towards -them a Christ-like symiia~
thy, and do what I .can for their relief and
comfort. S o

"8y ¢ For consider him that endured,”® or
bore, “such contradiction -of sinners against
himself, lest ‘ye be wearied and faint'in your
minds;*? Heb. xii. 8.

“Tlow did Christ bear or ¢ endure the con-
tradiction of sinners against himself?2?" I[n
other words, How did be hear the opposition,
mockings, revilings, and insuits of his perse~
cutors, before and at the time of his eruei-
fixion? Was it by suifering the punishinent
due to his perseentors? Or did he bear all
this by the display of a meek and forgiving
1émper towards his enemies, and by prayers,
labowrs, and sufferings for theirbenefit? If
1he latter was the way in which "he bore the
contradiction, insnlts, and crugliies of his per-
seeiitors, why not thus ¢ bear the sins of,
many»? - o ' o

4. “Let us go forth therefore unte him
withont 1he camp, learing  his reproaeh,’
el xii 13. .

‘How are :Christians, lo. bear the reproach
of their Lord 7. Is it by having his reproach
transferred to them, that he may be. relieved
fiom it ?2° Can’ we bear his reproach in no
other way, than by suffering, as he did, the
death of a malefactor? If we may truly.
bear his reproach,. by being so aftected with
it'as to:he willing to do and to sufler. what-
ever may be necessary to advance the cause
for* which Aé suffered; “then he might:bear
our ins, by being so affected with eur condi-
tion -as” sivners, as freely {o lay down his
life for our sakes. @’ . o

§. ¢Always beating about in the bady the
dying of the Lord Jesus,” 2 Cor, iv, 10,

-This Paul spoke of himsel{ and his fellow..
gufferers in the cduse of Clrist. By ¢ the
dying of the ‘Lotd Jesus,”” is* unquestionably.
meant the sufferings of Christ as ¢ the Ca)-

tain-of our Salvation.” - Iow then did Paul |

and "his - companions ¢ always bear about in
ihe body -the dying-of ‘{he -Lord Jesus???
Was®it by -having-'the suffmings of Christ
transferred to-them; so thai they wete conti-’
nually‘enduring the death of thecross ? This
will hardly be said.” "By'this form of spéech
some suppose :Paul expressed his constant suf-

"~ fering, or ‘exjiosednéss -to suilering, and his

willingness to suffer in the cause for which
the; Baviouy died::.” This may nét be -all that
the:«words; were meant:'to" imply. They
might.cmean, * that- the-apostles “constanily
keptin mind the. ovent of their Lord's death,
theiobjects: for which he died; and'the témper

he. displayed undersuffering ;:and that "by:

mated in their work, and excited to patience,
fortitude, and persevérence;: notwilhstanding
all the {riuls and persécutions. which- they-
were called to endure. - 0 .
¢ OF Jesus, it is said, ¢« Who bare our'sins
in his own body.on the tree.??, * - .
2+ Of Paul it is said; ¢ Always bearing abbut
in the bady the dying of the Lord Jesus.>>:
oursins, “and Paul bore Christ's sufferings or
dying. = If then it be the correct mode of in~
terpretation to say, that, in bearing our sins,
Chiist bore the punishment due to-us; why
inust we not say say, that in ¢ always hear-
ing about the dying of the Lord Jesus,” the’
suflerings of the cross were transferred from
Christ to Paul? ) .
Christ suffered for our sake, and Paul suf-
fered for Christ’s sake j but in neither case
do I perceive anything like substituted penal,
suflering.  If, however, in’ bearing our sins,
Christ bore our punishment, why is it not just
to infer, that in hearing the dying of our Lord,
Paul bore over agaii the ¢ punishment due to
us all #2 7 . . o
" As there are many cases in which one is
represented as bearing ‘or haying horne the
sins ot others, is' it not remarkable, that a
meaning has been given to the words when
applied to Christ, which is essentially differ-
ent from their meaning in every other case
inwhich they are used in the Bible? -
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FAMINE IN IRELAND. :
This topie now woceupies.a large share of
public attention. . We cannot take up 2
newspaper,~British or Ameriean, religious
or seeular, but we pereieve it oceupying i
prominent place. The visitation i¢ so rare
in the experience of the world—the distress
a0 extensive and excruciating—the details
50 sickening and awful—that it his attracted
nniversal notice and smpathy- .
Whilst Ireland is in this] sed condition,.a
scascilyof food prevails over the most im~
portant -portions lof Continental Europe, so-
that she can’ c.&peét little assistance from
that quarter, In many pars of France aund
Belgium we are - told that the people ate in
a state bordering on starvation.  And in the
Highlands of Scotland,so dear to story and to
song, we kuow that the inhabitants are sul-
fering extreme distress.  We are assured en
trustworthy authority that there are 350,000
persons_ in the districts of the Higzhlands
and islands of Scotland, who are suffering
extreme destitution, 100;020 of whom are
stricken with'the direst famine and visited
with ravaging disease, and who require the
daily aid of the benevolent to preserve them
from the jaws of that cruelest of all deiiths
~—death by starvation. ) '
" But Tveland is the scene of the heaviest
calamity. - There, ont .of a papulation of
somewhat more . than: 8,000,000, there are
between 3 and 4,000,000 suffering’ from
famine and pestilence. Entire districia of
people are on the verge of death from these
causes, and thousands have aleardy sunk
into the grave.. The most fertile imagina-
tion conld not depict any scenies more heart-
rending?h(_l horrifying than those which the
Irish people; have really witnessed in this
sore calamity. U S
1t is lamentable to, perceive in connection
with this distressing eveut, the’ ebullitions
of fanaticism and bigotry from 4 certain
class of religionists.. “An English ¢lergyman
named Rickersteth has proposed a’subserip-
tiofl of £20,000 1o be employed in sending
missionaries to Ireland at this erisis for the
purpose of converting the :peaple from the
Roman Catholic to the Protestanit religion:,
'Whoever understands the character. and
dircuimstances. of the Irish population will
at once perceive the heartlessnéss-and- ini=

St

‘propriefy of this proceeding: ' None ‘éuld:
desire ‘more ‘stidiigly. than we, 16 see’ e
Irish; and all othér. people,, Mr. Bickerstetk:
himsel(-among: the; number, possessed. of
truer and purer, more elevated and more
expansivi’ views of religion, but at the sarne

timo 'we, feel’ bound o pronemiice. e
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N TCIPONSE.
% Here let it be remarked, that Christ bore |

would raise the scetarian shibboleth amidthe
groans of the dying and the dead. A fana-
tie may be sincere but “his nctual mischief
is not the less, notwithstanding. We trust
that the people to whom the proposition bas

wooct. feeling than to give it an affinnative

It has ‘also been said by, another and
similar class of religionists, that the present
cilamity is a judgment from heaven- upon
Ireland for the sins of her people. It may
be 'so, or it may not.. On this point we offer
0o ‘opinion. . But we have a remark to
Tnake on the conduct.of those who do offer
an opinion. We ask—how. do they know
that it is a speciul judgment 2—And we
answer that they.ean know nething about it
Consequently their opinion is rash and un-
founded, and their comduct, - in .its bearing,
irreverent towards Ged. We believe thata
true wisdom, and a proper reverence for
Deity would caution us against such rash-
ness.  The Divine Providence is at once
umversal and particular- It js universal,
indsmueh as it embraces all things. It is
particular inasmuch as it reaches and re-
culates the minutest matters in the universe.
It operates by laws fixed in their nature,
wise in their direction, and beneyolent in
their eod. © Every thing, therefore, which

‘[takes place, occurs under the Providence of

God. "If this be so, we cau render him no
additivial honor by aseribing special Pro-
vidences to him. "On the contrary, we say
that we' may bring his name and wisdon
into disrepute.  For sneh speciul judgmeunts
we have no salisfactory evidence. The
connection between the event so regarded,
and the particolar matter to which it isul~
leged to have reference is altogether arbi-
trary. To illustrate this we need ot go
{rom the event under consideration.  For of
thoze who have spoken of the famine in Ire-
land as a special jndement, some have taken
views directly at variance with others con-
cerning the offence which ealled it down.
Some “have spoken of it as.a judgment
against lreland for her Popery ; while one
of the Roman Catholie, prelates has pro-
nounced it a judgment aguinst the country
for its n]luget{ increasing disrespect for that
very same fuith. * Some, again, have con-
neeted the alloged judgment more especial-
ly with'the lately increased grantto May-
noonth: “But these’ seem to hive forgotten]
that'Seotland wlo  opposed that. grant has
béen'similarly, visited, whilst the gentlemen
of the British patlinment who were the pro-
moters of the ‘measute, and whoy therefore,’
if sin there be in the case, must mave been
the sinners, have ‘escaped entirely free.
Thuas blindly and zudaciously does fana-
ticism discourse on the ways of God,© Thus
it is that men uve unwittingly led lo interpret
sueh dispensations accordiug to their own
seetarian partialitics. This is surely folly
~the lumentable fully of weak-minded and
bigoted men. They would call the Eternal
froth his throne and press. hin into their
own petty quarrels.  But God is not honored
in this way. No, verily, but sorely Jis~
honored. o S .

The immediate canse of the distress in
Iraland and Scotland is, as is-generally
kiown, ‘the - failure of “the potato -crop.
‘What the proximate cause of the destruction
of this vegetable has ‘been it is difficult;
perhaps impossible, to ascertain. - Some
have alleged it was o funges upon the bulb,
others_an inscct upon the leaf, and others
again have attributed the. disastrous resnlts
toelectricity. Whetherany of these opinions
be correct or not, the terrible . facts remains
the.same, that iu the Providence of God the
staple article of a nation’s food ' has been
summarily cut off, and the people ats.in a
state  of starvation. We. are of those who
believe - thai the present trials of lreland
will result .in .her benefit. - It is true,.the
ordeal. may be sore and distressing.. - But
we-think we can see in it 2 means-of heal-
ing many of the secial wounds of the nation.
Tha - late ‘meeting of the. landowners and
politieal leaders-at Cork seems to promise
this. : And the, effoits everywhere made
thyonghout the country by persons of all
patties to relieve the suflerers, will agsist
towards: the ' same: result. - -t must Jead
likewise to. the political. melioration of the’
couniry. . A ecrisis ‘has come. upon -it—no
sham erisis, but,one of :terrible redlity, and
the government  must.act, on'behalfiof: Ire-
land, decisively and effoctively. By the
Joss of :the, _potatp; . we-hope - that. both thie
owners_of the. soil and its cultivators, will
have their;attention-turned to the production
of somelhing more substantial and nutritions”
as the food. of, the ‘people., This wouldibe
anadditional advaitage..of vast.‘impor-
tanees oo i o ; YLt Tt

.1t is gratifying to perceive how exiensively

the sympathiesiol the world have:beentirous-
éd. by this calamity...,.In' the' less distréss

portions of freland;great exertions have;
madefor.the relief,of thesufferers. In" Eng-
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land likewise -lavge .subycriptions <have hedn
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it

been wade will have more good sense and.

{effected” for! therelief of ‘both ‘Ireland and

Aknowlédge: Several 'generous friends 10

fresi

£2000 sterling. ‘Lhe Sociely of Friends in
England have raised, within the limits of
their own conuection, £22,000 sterling,
which makes an average of £5 for every-
family therein.... We do net know what has!
been done i the British Colonies génbrally,.
but: in this' Proyince something- %i_as been
Scotland.. Xxertions have been'made in tha
principal ehiies in Canada and in some of the
remoter paris of the country; ind fomitfances”
have been sent to the distressed districts by
the last mail. Throughout the United States
also the sympathies of the people have been-
aroused, and substantial tokens thercof have
already:-been ~transmitted ~to"the " famine="
stricken land. It has been ascertained. that
during the past year there have been sent to
Ireland,- from-three- cities of theStates, up-’
wards of a million of dollars:* This’ large
amount has beén sent in small sums by the
hardworking Arish population resident there.
But the eflorls made in“the United Ststes to
relieve the dislresses are no’longer confined *
to the Irish. ‘Meetings have been held in
Washington, Nevw York, Bosion,. New Or~
leans, &c. at'which several of the most dis~ .
tinguished American citizens have been
present 1o plead the cause of suffering hu~
manity. These meetings have already pro-
duced substantial results, and will produce:
more. Still the calamity is so great that the
aitempt to relieve .it- seems almost hopeless.’
Yet we are not without hope. ‘The grasa~
ties and storchouses of Western Ameriea are -
full to averflowing. Whilst we write, fleets
of ships laden. with food are on their way "
across the Atlantic. very addition made
1o the supply which reaches the ports of fre-
lfand will lower the price. © Let the benevo-
lent every where open their purses, and con-
tribute, some {rom their competence, and \
some from their abundance, and food may ba°

placed within reach of the s'arving people. -
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DR, PRIESTLEY.

[coNCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.]. - : -, k
: : : !
]

. After a happy residence of six yearsat’
Leeds, Dr. Priestley qnitted it ‘for” one ans- W
dillerent as could easily be imagined.- “The
Turl of Shelburne (aftérwards Marqiis of
Lansdowne) ‘invited him to reside with himn’:
in the:‘nominal “capacity ‘of: Jibrarian, ‘but *
rather :as :his - literary  compunion,: ‘upon &
terms - whicl' regard to the fatnre ‘provision
of an_increasing family would not permiit’ :
him to decline. -He therefore fixed his- ¥
family:in-a house near his Tordship’s seat
in Wiltshire, and during seven years ‘ho
attended upon the Earl in his winter’s regi-'
dences in London, and oceasiovally in his
excursions; one of which was a tour of the
coutinent. - In this situatios Lé was freo
from all vestraint with respect 10 his pur-"
zuits, aud this was the peridd of some of
those exertions which raised his reputation
as .a philosoplier to the highest point, and
made the name of Priestley familinr Iy all’
the  enlightened countries "of Lurope.. T’
may well be supposed, however, that the
mauners and soctety of a nobleman’s house
were not perfeetly congenial to one whoso
tastes were plain, and his munuers simple
and unaffecied. * L o .
The obligity which his theological wri-’
tings bronght down upon him did not deter
Dr. Priestley’ [rom pursuing the subjeet, for
it 'was ever his principle to follow whatever
he wis convineed to be tiuth, whithersoever
it wonld lead him, regardless of conse-'
quences 3 and it is probable that the odium ‘
which thése warks brought upon hini was - :
the cause of a’coolness in the behaviour of |
his noble patron, which about this titne he .
begau to remark, and which terminated in’
a separation, but upon ‘amicable terms, and |
without any alleged eause of complaint.
His next reinoval was {o Biviningham,. &
situatioit which hé preferred on acconnt of |
the ‘advantage it ‘aflorded of able werkmen .
in every branch requisite in his~éxperi~.
mental enquiries, and of somo men distin~
shished for their cliemical and mechanical '

science, sensible that the defaleation of his”
income wonld render the expenses, of hia
puiénils too burthiensome: for him to support, -
joinéd in raising aih annual subscription for; T
defraying them,  This 'asdistance he Wil

lingly accepted, as more truly honourable’’

to - him “than’ a’ pension from the ‘erown,

which ‘might liave been obtained .for himy .

if'he bid desired 'it, m'the Adminjstration .

of 'the"Marquis’ of Rodkingham, and the:

early partof that of "Mr. Pitt-,’ He had rict ;

béen, long settled in this'place before a'va~"

cariey happening in the’ principal dissent~,

iig’ congregation,”in’ eonsequence .of; thi
fesignation of ‘one *of the’ pastors, lie, was,.
ananimously; chosen to stpply it. . Without,
intefitptinig: his philosophicul and.lierary,’
puisuits, he enlered with gren ] int

duties of his oflice,  espacially that, import: . -
aft pint of ity which' consists ' il vuluelusing,
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- his most elahorate works inthis department,

. take a part. Some of the clergy of Birming-

Sorhis ervelinjury "Was far short of the

- during the. administration of Mr. Adams he:

‘Jeflferson,” however, . was fiiendly: to him,

2 yion of'a.:dg‘bili&y’ of his]divestive o
Cwhich “gridually brought od " 'stite o
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. “THE. BIBLE CHRISTTAN. =

énd ‘instrucling the younger members of the

v, © “Theolpgy figain occupied a prin-
cipal sharé of his attention-=indeed .it was
flways’ his favourite” study,—and some of

Iy _v.‘véa’k he_ss; ;\\'h-i’ch‘_'t_é'r'miil:’lic;(\ in Lis denth,
on'ths, 6th February, 1804, .in the 71st year

of his’age.”. - o -

_.As some particulars of the dissolution
of 'this gmincnt professor and defénder of
rational  views of Christianity, who met
death in the full possession of, his mental
(aculties, can scarcely fail to possess inter~
est lo those who are animated by the same
faith and hope, T make no apology for in-
troducing here'a minuote account of it, from
that portion of his memoirs written by his
sON — . . -

“ From about the beginning of November

103,  to the middle of January 1801, his
complaint grew more serious. - -He con-
sidered his lifg as very precarious, and used
to. tell the physician, who attended lim,
that ‘if he would but paich him up for six
moiths longer, he should be perfectly satis-
fied, as he should, in that tine, be able to
complete printing his works., The swelling
of his feet, an alarming symptom of general
debility, ‘began ubout this time: He took
the precantion of transeribing one day in
long hand, what he had composed the day
before in short hand, that he might by that
means leave the work complete as far as it
went, should he not live to complete the
whole. During this period he composed'in
a-day his second reply to Dr- Linn.

-6 About this time he  ceased petforming
Divine Service, which lie said he had never
before known himsell incapible of perform-
ingy notwithstunding he had been a preachor
so many years. He likewise now sutfered
we to ruke his fire, rub his feet with wtlesh-
brush, and oceasioually help him to bed.
In the morning likewise he had hi3 fire
made for him, which he always used to do
himself and geuwerally before auy of the
family was stirring.  The first alanming
symptom of approaching dissohition was his
being unable to speak to me upon my enter-
ing his room, on Toesday morning, the 3lst
of January. " 1o his ‘diary I find he stated

4 ‘his ¢ History *of "the "Corruptions . of
Chiristianity,”” and ¢ History of Early Opi-
niohs ¢oncerning Jesus Christ,?? made their
appearaiice from ‘the Birmingham press.
‘They were 'a fertile source of controversy,
in'which he engaged without reluctance,
and also without those feelings of irritation
which 5o’ commponly accompany warfare, of
this' kind.” The renewed applications of
tne Dissenters for relief from'the penalties
and disabilities of the Corporation and Test
Acts afforded another wopic of diseussion’in
which Dr. Priestiey, with his' sentiments 'on
civil and religious liberty, could not fuil to

ham having warmly opposed the Dissen-
ters? claims, Dr Priestley published a” se-
ties of “TFamiliar Letters to the Inhabitants
of Birmingham,* on this and other topics
connected  with' religion,’ which were pro-
Lably not_less provoking to the adverse
party; from the style of ironical pleasantry
in which they. were written: In thisstate
of irritation, another cause of animosity was
added by the dilferent feelings concerning
that great eveat, the Frenclh Kevolution. It
is scarcely necessary here to observe, that
in its eirly periods, whilst it was hailed by
the warm friends.of liberty and reform in
England, as a noble assertion of the natural
rights of man, it was viewed with ‘appre-
hension and dislike by those attached to
the existing order of things.  The anniver-
sary of the capture of the Bastile, July 14th,
had_been kept as a festival by the friends of
the cause, and its celebration was prepared
at Birmingham in 1791."  Dr. Priestley de-
clined being present ; but in the popular
tamult which ensued, he was particnlarly
the mark of party fury. " 1Tis house, with his
library, manuscripts, and apparatus, were
made a prey to the tlames ; he was obliged | his situation, as follows :—¢ 1l all day~—not
to fly for his _life, and with some difficulty {able to speak for nearly three hours.” .
made his way to a place of safety, while he | - “ On Weduesday,Febraary lst, he writes,
wus hunted like a proclaimed eriminal. | ¢ Iwas at times much better inthe morning :
That this scene of outrage, attended with |capable of somne business : continned bettor
the conflagration of nany other houses and |all day.? e spake this morning as strang
places of worship, was rather fuvoured than {as vsuul, and took in the course of the day
controlled by some whose duty ought tohave {a good deal of nourishment with pleasure.
lid them to active interference for the pre< | He ' said that he felta retamn of strength,
servation of the public peace, isundoubted. | and - with it there was a duaty 1o perform.
‘The legal compensation which he: obtuined | He " read “a’good - deal in'"* Newcombe’s
translation of the 'New. Testument,” aud
¢ Stevens’ listory ‘of the War.”> In the
afternoon he, gnve me some.directions baw
to proceed . with the printing his waork iu
case he should die. On Thorsday. the 2d,
he wrote thus for the Jast time in lus diary :
¢ Much worse, incapable of business: Jr.
Kennedy came to receive instructions about
printing, in case of my death.> e sat up,
however, a great part of the day, was cheer-
ful ‘and gave Mr.. Cooper (his son-iu-law)
and myself some directions, with the same
composure. as thoueh he had anly been
about to leave howne for a short time, On
1riday he was much better. - He sat up a
goad part of the day reading ¢ Newcombe,?
“Dr. Disney’s translation of the -Psalms,®
and - some, chaptets in the ¢ Greek Testa-
micnt,’ which was ' his.daily practice, Ile
coriected. a proof-sheet of. the . ¢ Notes on
Isaiah. . When he went to bed he was not
so well: he had ah idea he should not .live
another day. At prayer-tine he wished to
have the children kneel by his béd-side,
saying it gave hiw great pleasure to see the
little things kneel ; and ilinking he possi-
blysnight not seethem again, he gave them
his blessing. . On Saturday, the. 4th, he
expressed his - gratitude  in  being. per-
mitted to die quietly in his family, with-
out pain, . witl - every convenieuce and
comfort.-he could. wish for. Ile dwelt
upon.the peculiarly happy situation in which
it had pleased the:Divine Being. to place
him in life, and the advantage he had en-
joyed in.the acquaintance and [riendship
of some of the best and wisest men . in the
age. in which he lived, and the satisfaction
he derived from havingled a uscful as well
as a happy life. - On Suidday he was.much
weaker, and only sat up in an armed chair
while his bed was:made. | Heé. desired.me
to read to him the eleventh chapter.of John.

amount of his lossgés. There were, how-
cver, many admirers: of. his virtues and ta-
lents, who, regarding him as a suflerer for
his prineiples, and o man deeply injured,
exerted themselves to support him under
this calamity. He was not long after chosen
to succeed his deceased friend Dr. Price, as
minister 10 a congregation at Hackney ; and
he joined 1o it a connection with the new
Dissentibg College established in that place.
Resuming his usual oceupations of every
kind, be pusscd some time iu comfort and
wranquillity, for' no. man was ever blessed
wiih a mind more disposed to view every
event in life on the favourable side, or less
¢louded by eare and anxiety. But party
dissension still retained all its malignity, he
found himself aud his family so mueh mo-
lested by its assaults,that he resolved fnally
to quit a country so hostile 1o his person
and principles.. He chose for his retreat
the United States of Americea, indaced part-
15 by the eivil and religious liberty which so
vinently prevails nuder their Constitution.
He emburked for that country in 1794, and
took up at his residence at the town of Nor-
thumberlandy in  Penusylvahia, which he
awas induced to visit on acconnt of a settle-
ment ih that part of the state projected by
his son_ and some other gentlemen, . but
which did not take place. It was a consi+
derable Jabour: in 1his remote situation to
get about him a well-furnished library. and
. ¢hiemical laboratory, but this he at length
effected. . Having declined a chemical
professorship in Pennsylvania, and -having
i no public duty, he was able to devote his
whole time to his accustomed pursnits ; and
thie world wus soon . informed of his pro-
ceediligs as an experimental,,philosopher.
and’as a writer.: Theology continued to be
the subject. nearest, to Lis heart, and. his
sense of its importance inereased jwith his
years.. Political animosity pursued him-in
some ‘degree to-the Western',world, and

chapter, but; lie:.stopped  me . atcthe, 45th
verse- .. e dwelt-for some time on the ad-
vantage .he had derived froin-reading the
Seriptures daily,.and:-advised.me to.do the
‘same, saying, . that it would prove to'me as
it f}a_d-done!io him, a source of the purest
leasureg. ;- Upon: Mr..—— coming into his
room,,:he said, £ You:. see,: Sir, I.am still
living.2., - My - observed: that he would
‘always live. es,”, 'shid  he, ¢I.believe
3 we,(shall all meet: again in

was regarded by the American Government
with suspicion and ,dislike. tThat of Mr.

and -he outlived: 'all. disguiotude ;.on, this:|;
Ligad, " The, death.of his youngest sonj and:
algo_of, his éxcellentwile, . fogether with
othei ‘domestic ' calamities, . were, saverc
wrials of his fortitude ; but his temper.and
priticiplesiearried liim through without . any
diminution *of " His * habitual  setenity. and
pionsresignalion. - *A<'severe’ illnéss wh
lie sufered in-Philadelphia‘iaid the found
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‘another-and a better.world? He  said: this

iwith-great -animationy laying hold: on Mr:

——'8:hand inyboth his.. Befofe prayers;
e désired. my-to ;reach hitn three: pubslica-

1iong, ahout which:he.would give:nle soma

‘directions  pext morping. This weakness
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{ was going on to: read- to the end of-the!l

would not permit_him 1o do at that.time.
At'prayers he had all the children brouglt
to his bed-side.as before. - After prayers,
they wished ‘him.a good night,. and were
leaving the room..Ho desired them to stay;
spoke to them each separately. Ile de-
sired them all to continue to love each other,
and said, 1 am going to sleep as well as
you: for death is only a good, long, sound
sleep in the grave, and we shall all meet
again.’ He congratulated us on the dispo-
sitions of our children’; said it was a 'sulis-
faction to see them likely to turn out well,
and continged for some time . to _expressed his
confidence’in a happy immortality, and in a
future state, which wonld afford us an ample
field for the exertion of our facultiecs. On
Monday morning the 6th of February he de-
sired me und Mr. Cooper to biing him the
pamphlets we had Jooked out the.evening
before. 1le then dictated as clearly and dis-
tinctly as‘ever he had done in his life, the
additions and alterations he wished to have
made in"each.  Mr. Cooper took down the
substance of what he said, which, when he
had done, I read to him. e said Mr.
Cooper. had put it in his own language: he
wished il to be put in his. T took a peh
and ink, to Lis bed-side. He then repeated
over again, nearly word for word, what he
had betore said 5 and when 1 had read it over
to him, hé said, ¢ That is right: I have now
done.”  About half an hour after, he desired,
in a faint voice, that we would move him
from the bed on which he lay, to a cot, that
he might lie with his lower limbs horizontal
and his head upright. Ile died in about ten
minutes after we had moved him, but breath-
ed his last so easy, that neither myself nor tmy
wife, who were both sitting close to hiin,
perceive it at the time.?? :

At the conclusion of Dr. Priestley’s Auto-
biography, written whilst at Birmingham, he
gives some interesting particulars of himself,
which, hoping they may not be found too te-
dious, are here introduced :—

« Besides the fondumental blessings of a reli-

gious and liberal edoeation, I have particular
reagon to be thanktul for a happy temperament
of body and mind. T have never found mysell*
less disposed or less qualified, for mental exer-’
tions of any kind at one time of the day more.
than another ; but all sensons have been equal to
me, early or late, before dinner or afier, Se.
©# 'Toa fundamientally good constitution of hody
amd the. Being who gave it; I owe an even cheer-
fulness'of -femnper, which " has hind but few intes-
ruptions.”” T'his ‘1 inherit” froin iy father, who
had uniformly better spirits than any man that 1
ever knew, and by this ineans was ashappy to-
wards fhe:close of life, when reduced to puverty
and dependent upon others, as in‘his best days,
amd who, ‘1 am conlident, would not have been
unhappy, us 1 have frequently heard him say, in
a workhouge. :

¢ Thongh my readers will ecasily suppose that
in the course of a life so full of vicissitude ns mine
has been, many things must have occurred to
morlify and discompose me, nothing has ever
depressed my mind beyond a very short period.
My spirits have never failed to’ recover their na-
tural level ; and I have frequently observed, und
at first with some surprise, that the most perfect
satisfaction 1 have ever felt has been a day or two
after an event that afllicted me the most, and
without any change having taken place in the
state of things. 1laving found this to be the ease
after many of my troubles, the persussion that it
would be so alter a new cause of uneasiness, has
never failed to lessen the effect of its first impres-
sion, and together with my firm belief of every
thing being ordered for the best, has contributed
to that' degree of composure which L have enjoyed
through life, so that 1 have always counsidered
mysaelf us one of the happiest of men.

« As T have not fuiled to attend to the phenao-
mena‘-of my own mind, as well as to those of
other'parts of nature, ‘1 have not been insensible
of some yreat defects, as well as soine advan-
tages, attending its constitution ; having from an
carly period been subject-ro o .most humbling
failure of recollection, so that I huve sometimes
lost cll ideas of both persons and things, that 1
have been conversant with. I have so complete-
ly forgotten what I have myselfpublished, thatin
reading my own writings, what I find in them of.
ten appears perfectly new to me, and I have more
than énce made experiments, the results of which
had begn'published by me. o

- # Ag great excellencies are often- balanced. by
great, though not apparent defects, so great and
apparent defects arc ofien accompunied by, great,
thongly not apparent excelléncies. . Thus my de-
! fect 'in point of recollgction, which may be owing

to o want of suflicient cohierenee in the associa-
tion of ideus formerly impressed, may arise from
a tiental constitntion more favourable to new as-
sociations ; €0 that' what I have lost with respect
to memory, may have been compensated by what
is-called invention; or new nnd original combna~

tions of ideas. . Thisisa subject that deservesat=
tention, as well .as every-thing else thiat relatesto
the.aflections of the mind.;, . TR R
% Ithas;been - great advantage to me, that, 1
have never been under, the' necessity: of: retiring
fromi company in order tu, compose any -thing.
Being'fond ‘of domestic life, T got a habic of, wri-
{ any. subject by the” parlour fire,  witli ‘my

‘children ~about';me, and’ occusiol
i to ther, Without experiencing any it
veniénce from such: intérriptions... Noihii
reading;i or spenking { without ‘inferiapi

help attending (ns some can) when others spoke
in.my hearing. - "T'huse are useful habits, which
studious persons in general might acquire, if they
would ; and many persons greatly distress them-
selves, und others, by the idea ‘that they can do
nothing except in perfect solitnde or silence.

«In reflecting on ‘my past life, I have often
thought of two sayings of Juceb. When he had
lost ane of his sous, and thought of etlier things
that were afilictions 1o him, he saaid, ¢ all these
things are ngainst me," at the same time that they
were in reality making for him.  So'the impedi-
ment in my speech, and the difliculties of my
situation at Needham, [ now see as much cause
to be thankful for, as for the most brilliant scenes
inmy life. Coo

* Yet, frequently as I have changed my situa-
tion, nnd ulways for the better, I can truly say
that [ never wished for any change on 'y own
acconnt. [ should have been contented even at
Needham, if I could have been unmolested, and
had bare neccssarics. ‘This freedom from anx-
icty was remarkable in my “father, and thereforo
is in a manner hereditary to me; but it has been
much incrensed by reflection ; having frequently
observed, especially with respect to. Christian
ministers, how often it has eontributed to embitter
their lives, without being of any use 10 them. -
Some atention to the improvement of 2 man's
cirenmstances is, no doubt, right, because no man
can tell what oceasion he may have for money,
especially if ke have children, and therefore I do
not recommend my extumnple to others. - But Iam
thankful to that good Providence which always
took more care of me than ever I took of myself.

“ As the dislike whicl I have drawn upon my=
sell by my writings, whether that of the Calvinis-
tic party, in or ont of the church of England, those
who rank with rational Dissenters, (but who have
heen exceedingly offended at iy careying my in-
quiries farther than they wished any person to do)
or whether they be unbelievers, Yam thankful that
it gives less disturbance to me than it does to them-
selves ; and that their dislike is much more than
compensated by the cordial esteemt and approbo-
tion of my condact hy a few, whose minds aro
congenial to my own, and especially that the
number of cuch persons increaces.”

Mention has already been made of ‘Dr.
Priestley’s amiabilily of character, and this
is particularly conspicuous in his deportment
under the ill-treatinent to which he was sub-
jected. DBefore leaving lingland for Americea,
he addressed an appeal to the people of Eng-
land, in which he recounts some of ‘the an-
noyances and perseentions to which he bad
been subjected. [t is written in an admirablo
spirit, without breathing one word of reproach .
against his “persecutors, . “Time, ;however,
will'not permit of  giving more than two or
three brief extracts ffom 1t:— = s

« It might have been thought that, having writ-
ten s0 piuch in . defence of revelation, and of
Christianity 1n general, more perhapa than all the
cleray of the church of England now living ; this
defence of a conuman canse would uve been re-
ceived as soine atonément for my demerits in
writing againat civil establishments of Christian-
ity, and particalar doctrines.: Bat had I been an
open enemy of all religion, the animosity against
e could not have been greater than it iss Nei-
ther Mr: Uume nor Mr. Gibbon, was n thousandih
part 80 obnoxions to the clergy us1 am ; so little
respecet huve my enemies for Christianity itself,
compared with what they have loy their emolu-
nments from it, - : ' :

*¢ As to tny supposed hostility 1o the principles
of the civil constitution of this country, there has
been no pretence whatever for charging me with
any thing of the kind. ' o

-+ Bvery publication which bears my name, ia
in favour of our present formn of govermment.  But
if I had not thought so highly of it; and had seen
reusen for preferring n mare republican form, and
lind openly advanced that opinion’; 1do not know
that the proposing 1o free discussion “a.system of
government different from that of England, even
to Eaglishunen, ig'any crime, aceording to the ex-
isting laws of this courityy,” ! Lot

« Itrust thet conscions innocenece will support
me under whatever prejudiced -and violent .men
way deo to.me, as well as gny of me. . But: L see
1o uveeasion (o expose myself to danger, without
any prospeet of doing good; or. 10 continue .any
longer in o couiitry in which I am so unjustly be-
come, the object of general dislike; und not retire
w another, where T linve reason to think I shall
be better received. And 1 trng that the same
good Providénce which lias attended me hitherto,
and made me happy i iny present situation, and
all my foriner ones, will'tittend and - bless 'me " in
whitmay still be'before me, I ull "thel events,
the will of God be done, = -3 =10 i b i

- ¢ I cannot refrain from repeating again, that I
leave my native country. with.real regret;, ‘never
expecting to find any wlere else society so suited
1o my. disposition and habits,: suel friends as }
buve here: (whasge attachment hias been more than
i-balurice,to; ull the abuse I have. met with from
othérs) and especially to replace dne, particalar
Chivistian friend, in_ whose , abseice | I” shall, “for
some gime at least, find all ‘the world a blank.
Stilk less'éan T expeet 10 resume my favourite puy:
suits, with any thinig like’ the advaritages I"ens
joy. hére. - In'leaving this country, L'also abandbd

without any. reséutment, of il will,’ On the cont ;'

irary, I sincerely wisli my countfymen .all happis -

ness ; -and when thetime for reflection (whiclimy - -

absénee,ay, accelarate) shall caine; they.will, I

it confident, do uie morg justice.:,. They will be
& »

i\
been any obstruction to me.  For I could not

a source.ofmnimeuhr}‘ce_, which T-can-but:ill bear: .
10 Iose.; I'can hHowever, truly.say, that T leave'it
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: *". "Not for dull loth, my soul,
! This: life was given, .
Wake then! and stretch lhy'w]ng‘
Upward, to heaven.

Another fleeting year
_Its course hath ran:

THow stands my great account ?
*What have I dene ?

v+ What deeds of love and faith
: | Bearsit to God? :
Meckly, life’s thorny puth,
" Ob!.hmve Ttrod?

In doubt, and trials sore,
' Calm have I bowed,
o And kissed the chastening rod,
. ‘Though dark the cloud 2

Erring, and sinaing oft,
From daty strayed,
+© Fns my repentant heart,-
’ In anggish prayed 7

- My better thoughts would rise
E To thee, my God ;
But oh ! my heart still clings,
To this low sod L.

‘Wayward and wenk, the past
How oft I mourn !

Repenting still,—but oh!
How slow toilearn.

Tmpart thy grace, to lead
B My sonl to thee;
From earth, its cares and sin,
My spirit free. .

. Give me, with thankful heart,
Each year to closes .
- #$afe in thy guardian love,
T.et me repozse, -

May every opening yenr
‘Vouchsafed to me, "
20 F 8l find my epirit drawn
Nearer to thee,
And when revolving time
‘With-me.shall cease,
Calin'may I lay me down
To rise in peace.
. Vv. C.

A BRIEF STATEMENT OF TIIE UNIT-
P ARIAN BELIEF. ’

. Dpitarians believe the Bible, that is,
the Scriptures of thé Old and New Testa~
ments, to be a-record of the Revelations,
‘Dispensation, Porposes- and Will of God to
Man. . They: receive this precions volume
as their only guide in faith and practice.

¢ Unitarians <believe in the Fathér, and in
the Son, and inthe Holy Ghost.?” "~

" They belicve in-God, the Eternal and
Unereated .Oné, the Creator and Upholder
of all things—the God of Abraham, of [saac,
and of Jacob—Israel’s God—Jehovah, re-
vealed by Jesus of Nazareth, as not ‘onl
such, but also as the God and Fatiirr of the
whole human family—that in and of him-
self, he possesses all those- attributes and
petfections avhich render him worthy of all
the:homage, love and obedience, which he
requires of his children ;—They believe in
his power, wisdom, and’ goodness, in - his
providence,’ bounty ‘and: grace,~—that He
only -is “entitled ‘to' Supreme, worship. and
Venerdtion, the liour having come, when all
-drué worshipers are veqnired to.“.worship the
TaTiER in spirit and mn:trath.? ..«

"' They. believe that Jesus.of Nazareth is
the Messizh promised.of Jehovah to the
-Jews—the:Christ, ¢ tur Son‘of the Iavike
Gop, *~—sanctified. and: sent -into ‘the world
by:his: Father, because “God soloved the
ivorld, that he' give: his only begotten Son;
that ‘wliosoever %eliév_eth_ in him shotld not
‘perish, bt have everlasting life 2>“~that he.is
the only:Saviour of sintiers, the only Media-~
for ‘hetiveen God.aud man,. *the way, the
truth, and;the, life,’? worthy. to, be loved,
hongred, trusted

halall thein prayer
Lather, in,. the' nume .of Christ—thatthey
shauld possess -his.. mind and spirit, imitate
his.example,iand::through: himy look ‘to-God

for;pavdon and-eternal:lifes ¢ Feoi Foves
' They believe - in-the ' Ho
poiveri‘of Gody: that divin
which Christi
miraéa)
5o, 0l

H
flnence ' by

obeyed.”.. They believe.

osT,’ that | have'f I

34| the ttributes ofsole Divinit
ctring, they have been prac

still 'shed. abroad and “imparted “to'all who
sincerely repent of their sins, turn tinto God,
devote themselves to his scrvice; and seek
it of him in"the way of his appointment.

- ‘Unitarians believe in human dcj{'\r_qmty,' not
in thnateand tolel depravity and the imputa-
tion of Adam?’s sin~—but in the very greatde-
pravity of mankind, the deceitfuliess and
wickedness of the human heart,the alienation
‘of man from God through ignorance and sin..

- Unitarians believe in’ the . Afonement, or
Reconciliationy—not ‘that Christ died to'ap-
pease the wrath, or satisfy the justice.of
God, to reconcile God to_ man, but to recon-
‘cile.man to God,to bring back the wandering
and sinful children of men to paths of
obedience and heliness; to a oneness of

.| feeling, aflection and purpose with their

|Father in heaven, from. whom their sins
had separated them. . They believe that the

splan-of redemption by Christ, originated in

the'love of the Father, ¢ that God 0 loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten

"1 Son, that whosoever believeth in him should-

not perish, but have everlasting life ; * that
the rmission of Christ was intended to pro-
duce a change iri man, by an assurance of
God’s love and ‘willingness to forgivethe
returning peaitents “that God was in Christ,

Jreconciling the world unto himself,” that

through the- bload of Chist, a1l who are led
{ by its influence apon their hearts, toSincere
repentance and the renunciation’ of sin,
have forgiveness atthe hands of God. Uni-
tarians look for aceeptance with Gods not to
their own good deeds, not to any merit in
{themselves, but to the free, unpurchased
| grace or merey of God, made known in the
gospel, and sealed by the blood of Christ.
But they consider a life of uprightniess, in-
tegrity, charity, devotion and holiness, as
the only satisfactory proof of a heart recon-
ciledt to God,—the only proof that the atohe-
1 ment has been received. '

Unitarians believe in regeneration, con-
version, change of heart; they believe that
we are saved by grace, through faith, and
that it 1s the gift of God—that faith mustbe
an active, operating principle—that all must
] repent of their sins—that true repentance
consists, not only in remorse of conseience
and sorrow of heart, but also in amendment
1of IIlz:fe——'in ceasing to do cvil and learning todo
acell.

Unitarians believe in experimental religion
~—not 2 momentary exeitement—nat - the
experience of an hour or'a’ day-—they re-
gard: Jesus:of Nazafeth as'its most perfect
pattern—they see him in.the world, but not
of.it, humbly walking in the path of duty—
1doing the work given him to do by his
Father, tempted, scorned and buffeted by
the world—they see him moving onward,
trusting in. his Father’s care, and only
anxious to do his will—laboring: for the sal-
vation of man—suffering for his sake, even
to the cruel death of the cross,and at that
hour praying tohis Father to forgive his mur-
derers, :

Unitarians believe in the resurrection of
the dead—a judgment ta come, and a life
beyond the grave—*that without holiness,
no man can see God *—thal for the good,
there is happiness without end ; for the evil, the
Jinally impeniltent, there 1is misery and  woe
beyond the grave. - B

Unitarians believe in the supreme and
all-absorbing importance of religion—that
the soul’s coucern is the great concern*—that
compared with this, all other things' fre as
nothing—that the interests of vital practical
religion ave the great interests of their being
—that the Almighty has made all necessary

¥ [provision for their everlasting happiness,

and that no anxiety is'too deep, no. cgre too
heedful, no effort too earnest, and no prayer
too importunate to obtain its blessing. . .

PRACTICAL UNITARTANISM e FAITH
" OF CHRISTENDOM. . .

. €¢ T, mean'no; discourtesy. nor injustice: to
the: Trinitarian,  unless argument. shall- be
thought such.. I know: that he’ supposes
himself to hold-a:theory which escapes.from
the charge of self-contradiction. “Dut ¢b
lohg as he says that the Father sent the Son,
and that these two are ‘one and. the'sime
being, I believe that hé does not: and’ can=

ses to belive ini one God'; ‘and. “in_truth~—in
41l his practical and Jeéyotional. thoights-—
whenever he prays to the Father. through
the Son—he is, and his mind.. compels;-him:
to be,virtually.a Unitarien.. - And:thisdoubt=
less is;. and always has beeu, the statbofthe
general mind.: Practical: Unitarianism -has

-3 shoutd. be,offered lo. the |always. been the gerieral faithiof- Christen-

dom, Xven when, asin the:Roman Chinich,
and sometimes ini the Protestant; men have

tayed to'Jesus Chrit, it would be' foiind, if
1d*

heir érrof, - condisted . in Triiheism,
but in. clothing thi¢. Being, called Jesus, with
; ,Slil],,tfmugh
cal Uniturians.
Lo AR
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not escape from’'its ° T Know that he plofes-|

But scholastic mén have always been wea-
ving theoties, at variancé with “the popular
and effective belief. "Half of the ‘history of
philosophy might be written in illustration of
this_‘s_inglg’}ibint. " ‘Such a’ theory, ‘I .con-
ceive, 1s the Trinity. [t has existed in
studies, in creeds, in theses, .in words ; bat
not'in the actual ¢onceptions of ‘men, not
in their heartfelt” belief. From ' the days
when Tertullian’'complained in the second
century, that the ‘common people would not
receive this doctiine, and down through all
the ages of seeming assent, and to this'very
day, I believe that 1t has ever been the same
dead letter. ‘And . when Christianity has
fairly thrown off this incumbiance, as I be-~
lieve it will, I have no doubt that many -will
say, what not a few: are saying now, “we
never did believe in the Trinity ;. we always
felt that the Sonr was. subordinate to the Fa-
ther who sent him.»>—Dr. Dewey. o

i " BXTRACT Fnoaﬁ : .
DR. GANNETT’S DISCOURSE -ON THE
- TEMI’ERA_l:(_QE CAUSE,. -

"Injudicious 'as may have been the course
taken in some instances by the more strenu-
ous friends of Temperance, a much . greater
mistake has been commitied by those who,
when they might have contributed largely to
the spread of principles which would secure
the moral regeneration of society, have from
any motive withheld their countenance and
declined labouring side by side with those
who had dedicated themselves to this noble
enterprise.” From eny motive, I say,—unless
it were a conscientious disapproval of the de-
sign; which we shounld hesitate to impute to
any one. If their tastes are offended by some
of the forms of expressiont or daction which
have been adopted by others, that is as poor
s reason fer standing aloof, as would be given
by oue whao, seeing others engaged in saving
men in imminent peril of life, should refuse
to assist them hecause they did not use just
such methods or just such language as he
might prefer. If they indulge a feeling of
superiority which leads them to look -on the
work which these philanthropists have under-
taken as hardly fit for their hands, why then
shame on their contemptible "arrogance, as
anti-christian as it 'is anfi-republican in its
character, If they apprehend. 2 decrease of
their wealth from a diminution of the sources
wheuce ‘it is drawn, then it is time to speak
to . them frankly and kindly. ' Addressing
therin “ this 'spirit, ‘T would’ ¢ reason with
thém ~of righteousness,” temperdance, and ‘&
judgment to come.? I would say to them,
* Friends, you mistake your interest as much
as your duty. -~ Money is .not the end for
which you shounld live, nor the means on
which you should rely for your happiress in
this world. A eclear conscience is the best
possession here, and the justification - of such
a hope for the future as the mines of Mexico
and Peru could not give. You camnot keep
a clear conseience while you willingly amass
property ut the éxpense of others’ cﬁarat’:lcrs._
If your pecuniary gains are secured hy their
moral-losses, you are carrying on a business
which you have no right to' carry on a mo-
fhent longer.-  Close your counting-rooms, if
dgainst the entry of so much profit on your
books-your own knowledge of what you are
doing- must compel "you to admit might be
ritten down, So inuch virtue déstroyed; so
much misery produced, so much ruin caused;
Furn the key in the’ doors'of the houses or the
shops which yon- have leased for bad uses;
and let them remain unoccupied till they: fall
to the -ground, tather than become- through
them, no matter how' iridirectly, the: authors
of sin and. all its consequences. © Do you re-
ply, that if you take this course you will be=
come poor men'? Be_ poor, then, but be fo-
nest men, dealing- uprightly -with your neigh-
bour and with the:community.- ''Tt-isnot fio~
nest dealing, to take from another in ex~
change. for what you. give-him, not only' the
.money which he agrees- to pay you,’ but the
integrity of soul, the fair reputation; ‘and‘the
moral influence,: which: ‘he * has no right to.
part. with. - Do you say it will take the bread
out of your children’s moutlis?:’ Better '’ that
they should be deprived,  even through, your
decision, of the means.of* earthly sustenance,
than that the spiritual® life “of* others "should
he:starved and poisoned. - But there is'not the
least’ground, for- theses extravagant' supposi=
tions,: You ean get.bread:for yourselves and
your children, -and :everything that is'neces=
sary : for - their: comfort or'your ownywithout
doing -that. which makes: you pander- to'the
vice ofc the. city. .. @h, ‘ye. traders. and: ye'
capitalists:I. yeimenuwho sell; or-who suffer to
be sold.where::you might ‘prevent:it; that:
which, under the- circumstances: in -which it:
is:s0ldy you know. mustpreduce’ an unspeaks
able amount. of. evil L thinly think of what'
you owe to yourselves.’, I.approachyouvijth;
no disposition to irtitate or: humble you: From:
sincere love ‘. would:. set .this' matter ' before-
you in. the:hightiin; which it: oughtito" he
viewed:; You-ido.not :mean-ifo::injire - the’
communjty ;. andi:yet what terrible" wounds.
yowinflict-on ild.order,:its peace, and! it.«]rmol"
e T SRS LAY S CRENRIVI P FEE S A IR A SN

ral sentiment. . You_do. not mea
yourselves ;'and yet what injistice”y

to your own higher nature, fo those feelinga
of getierosity and comipassion which:you ara

smothering, those convictions

! hosg. conviction: which
you are, resisting and. becloud

ing. You db

retribution ; . yet: how " will “you > e
judgment which a righteous: God will p

ties of usefulness  which they have tuned
into’ gccasions of most disastrous’ action on.
their fellow-men?" Oh, ¢onsider your ways.
¢ Deal courageously > with '{his matter, and
doubt ' not “the Lord will "be. "with; tha
good» Ce o

And ye who have steod at 2 distance, look~
ing coldly, if you looked at all, on this move-.
ment for the recovery, of those who were the,
miserable slaves of appetite, and.for the re-
moval of the temptations through which they:

‘{were betrayed, and multitudes mare will ba

betrayed, to Tuin ! how can you justify yours
selves in thisinsensibility 7 “How can yoube
acquitted of blame, while you neither, utter a
word nor lift a finger to help on an undertak—
ing that originates in such pure, motives, and
aims’at such a gloridus consummation 2 “Your
codperation 1s needed. Your influénce should,
be thrown on the right side. Now it is given
against the reform of social abuses and the're~
moval of the maladies which have affected;not
only the surface, but the very constitution of
socigty ; for. your passive resistance -has the
effect of active opposition, Tt is interpreted by
many as disapproval of the principles and
measures involved in this enterprise. It dis<
courages mauy who are desirous to do right.
It emboldens many who are willing to do
wrong. You incur a fearful 'responsiblenéss
by the course which you pursue. Do not con-
sent to bear such'a responsibleness.” For your
own sake, cast it' froi you. * For the sake of
those whom you love, cast it from you. For.
the sake of your fellow-citizens, for the sake of
coming generations who will Teel the influ~
ence transmitted from the present time, cast
it from you. Oh men ot business, men of
leisure, scliolars, merchants, politicians, yea
whose opinions are quoted, whose example i
followed ! say’ not that you will leave . this
cause in the hands of others who understand
it better or can manage it better than you.
No, they cannot understand it better than you;
—you,’ the intelligent and the thoughtful,
They cannot manage it "so ‘well without, as
with you,~—you, whose words carr reight
of authority, ‘and  wliose’ lives ac 0,
community with ‘a force, which do not helong
to those of other'men. "1 ‘plead with you'in
behalf of weak and failing hamanity. T plead
with you in the name of Christ and God. I
beseech, I conjure you, nay, may 1 not' re-
quire you as men of principle and of faith, ta
place yourselves among the friénds of this re-
form. Deny yourselves the indulgence "that
may be harniless to you, but bezomes a stum-
bling-block in your brothér’s way, You can-
not doubt the justice of the Apostle®s declara—
tion, ¢ It is good neitherto-eat flesh nor 19
drink wine, nor anytliing whereby thy bro-.
ther stumbletlh’ or is offended or is “made
weak.? - Cannot you.live up to his rule

eat no-flesh while the world standeth, lest I
make my bother to offend.”” T know you
can. - Be ye the brave and generous disciples
of Jesus Christ. - T

~AMIABIEITY WITHOUT GoDrINEss.—Let
us beware then, how, we entertdin the hope
of acceptaiice’ before God, "either for otr:
selves, or for these we love, on'the ground
of an amiable cast of ‘character. ; We would
be far from disparaging those biight pictires
of' family life; - where "with' aflectionate
rivalry, ‘alt the ' members vie in'the work of
makingeacl other hippy: * Such examples
shine- as- lights: in the ~darkness, and’ tha
homes which exhibit them look like ‘¢ilti~
vateil spots redéemed from 'thé vast spiritual
waste—faint® images of 'what', man ;might
have fotever-beéu. - Stilly we can niever als
low: & man to g]'e'ad these.graceful.affections
a8 [ TENION W f

y he sh‘on];f' neglec
the great salvation’; to set up the'c nde,
with:which- he - diseharges the' duties. of tha,
second table!in extenuation of his'deficient
lobedienco-‘to- the- spititual réquirements’of

the first. The' qualities ‘we "spea
:serve for awornament’ to religion,,
- will mot-doasa stibstitite-for it. .. They may
idignify the:Chiistian'” character,” but” they

andthe Teed, which bows gracefully to the,
passing ‘wind, - will“'pieree the hand hat
makes it"its: snpport’ and; 'staff:

things:onghtest” thou to’ Have'
woulds say: 6./ ohé of: this''os
““‘and not’ have “left” th
Hloore’s Scr{n‘onss' :
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not mean to lay up for yourselves a, fearfuf -

those to whom' he’ has ‘commitfed, bpp@tt_uqi;-' ’

pon’ tha

“If meat make my brother to offend, I will

will: not: mialt¢ ‘one.’ The carved "work of
the temple would ill*'suit” for'a’ foundationy .
to the

¢ Theso’
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