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O those of our friends who may not be fa-
miliar with the name and reputation of.
Eli Perkins we submit the following out of a.
large number of testimonials before us :—
Uxi1oy COLLEGE, N. Y.
LECTURE BUREAU, 44 EAST 76TH ST, BOSTON.
A large and cultivated audience compoceuof
professors, studeats and the e/ite of the city wel-
comed the return of Melville D. Landon to his
Alma Mater. Everyone wasdelighted with his
humor and phtlosophy The iecture was full of
valuable instruction. Union Collegeis proud o
Eli Perkins, and endorses his lecture to sister
collegesas the best lecture ever produced in the
country.
COLLEGE LECTURE COMMITTEE.

! ELI PERKINS (Melville D. Landon, A. M.)
. is to lecture in College Hall on the 26th
inst. Mr. L. has a European as well as an
American reputation, and has convulsed audien-
ces on both sides of the Atlantic with his inimi-
table humor. Few lecturers are more cagerly
sought for or can exhibit more flattering testi-
monials from Churches, Colleges and Y. M. C.
A’s. His ‘Philosophy of Wit' is spoken of by
the highest authorities as abounding in every-
thing that can interest and delight an audience.
He is regarded by many of his admirers as su-
perior to Mark Twain in the keeness of his wit
and soundness of his philosophy. He is said to
thave made ‘thc most eftective answer to Inger-
soll ever listened to’ and has just the ‘wonder-
'ful talent needed to wake up and interest a mixed*
;audience.”  ‘In his new lecture, Eli will give a
; philosophical description of wit, humor, satire,

‘irony and the pun, conundrum and the bull or
blupder. He will illustrate how laughter can be
produced by the dialects, by the anticlimax and
the paradox. He will show how oratory and
the gesture can produce laughter. He will give
hundreds of laugh provoking illustrations of
‘grammatical blunders. He will show how exag-
"gerated stories prow..ce laughter. He will show
the fallacy of Ingersoll’s argun.ent based on ridi-
cule. He will show the relation of Pathos and
*Humor, and scparate Wit and Humor and show

their relations.”  Altogether he is the most
comical, the most sage and the most profoundly

original character that a Woliville audience may
expect to see for some time.

RUMBLhRS ‘have al\vava existed and in
all probability they will continue to: make
themselves and others miserable until the end of
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the chapter. To become a chronic grumbler

does not usually demand a large amount of intel-
lect; frequently the absence of this article isthe
characteristic of the fraternity. Gfumblers are

. often to be pitied as the victims of disordered

livers rather than deferred to as the possessors of
accumulated stores of wisdom. They are never
at a loss for an opportunity to growl, and if one
is wanting they promptly provide it. If every-
thing moves pleasantly they regard it asa per-
sonal slight, and feel grieved and injured accord-
ingly, and straightway grumble because there is
nothing to grumble at. This querulous class
might be despised if they were not so numerous
or treated with indifference if not so annoying.
There is no place secure against their intrusion.
Nearly every college can exhibit several well de-
veloped specimens who take pains to find fault
and snarl and persistently exhibit the ‘‘whole
diabolical catalogue of their unamiable qualities’’
at the expense of their fellow-students who usually
. have to endure the affliction with stoical calmness.
The college journal is often honored by the
covert attacks of these gentry who growl because
it is not conducted after a fantastic ideal which
lurks somewhere in the obscurity of their own
imagination. They declare with many a signifi-
cant gesture that when they sit in the editor’s
chair ‘‘things will be different.”’ This may be
true, but thie difference will hardly be in the line
of improvement, as whatever looks in that di-
rection is viewed by the ordinary grumbler as a
new and pressing cause for complaint. THE
ATHENZEUM doubtless receives a due share of
attention from the fault-finding class but strong
in the favor and sympathy of its numerous friends
it can afford to be magnanimousand treat with
indifference the impertinent remarks of the liter-
ary tyro or the crude deliverances of the embryo
critic.

ORKS of fiction are to'be found in
nearly every student’s library. This

class of literature has its good as well as its.evil
effects. While it is folly to proscribe it entirely
it is equally unwise to admit to favor what is
useless or qernicious. The gold-and dross
should be separated ; the creations of an acknow-
ledged genius and the worthless productions of
the sentimental penny-a-liner should not be
' placed in the same category. The man who
i prefers garbage to wholesome foodhas a vitia-
ted taste, similarly the student who chooses the
trashy dime-novels when Scott, Dickens and
Thackeray are within his reach proves himself
devoid of appreciation for authors, high literary
merit, and wanting in taste for genuine works of
art. But to him who selects his authors wisely,
strives to compyehend the lessons they would
teach, analyzes the motives of the dii-
ferent characters and endeavors to grasp the
work as a whole—to him we say tl.: novel'is an
-educator, But while we would blame the indis-
criminate novel reader we would pity the one
‘who reads to excess. He surrounds himself
with an atmosphere of unreality, which is in an-
{ tagonism with the demands and responsibility of
‘every-day life. ‘‘He gets so habituated to the
zlgndscapes of romance that inthese only he lux-
" uriates; and he turns from an article creative to
an artificial one.”” He waits till the curtains
rare down to find a summer’s dawn blushing
beautifully on paper; and half-asleep near a
smoking lamp at midnight he has in the same
way asplendid sunset on the mountain. This is
to exist in a medium which is artificial and vis-
ionary, to exclude from the mind original im-
pression and cram it with the vagaries of the im-~
agination.”’

OSEPH COOK, the celebrated Boston lec-
turer, has come and gone. Arrangements
were made by which he would have visited the
‘Land of Evangeline’ and have addressed the
Faculty, students and friends of the college,but
for warious reasons all plans failed and many
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.persons were disappointed. His lectures in this
province have been quite fully reported in our
daily papers, and are, we understand, to be
published in full in a leading American journal.
In consideration of this it would be unnecessary
for us to give 1=ports of the lectures which we
had the pleasure of hearing. But perhaps we
-might venture to give his definition of a modern
wonder and also state what he believes are the
Seven Modern Wonders. A wmodern wonder,
he said, must be regarded as a conspiracy of
events irresistible in their course, cosmopolitan
in their extent, beneficial in their results, and of
. super-human origin. According to this defi-
‘nition he states the seven wonders as follows ;—
First, thespeed of inter-communication. Second,
the self-reformation of the Hermit Nations.
Third, the Parallel Advance of Educational and
Representative Institutions, Fowrth, the Pros-
pective Moral Alliance of all English Speaking
People. Fifth, the triumph of Christianity in
-our own Century. Siztk, the current fulfilment
of all Biblical Prophesies. Seventh, the Gradu-
al Establishment of a Scientific Super-natural-
ism, that is, the Triumph of Christianity
over all materialism.

QINCE the removal of the Theological De-
*~7  partment of Acadia College to Toronto,
the prevalent and natural impression, among the
friends of the institution, has been that all traces
of Theological instruction have gone with it. But
this is not so. For, as in the past, in the Presi-
dent’s Hall, at 9 a. m., on Saturdays, a homi-
letic class meets for an hour’s instruction, under
Prof. Kierstead, a graduate of Newtoa Theotogi-
cal Seminary. Here, in regular order, each
member of the class is required.to put on the
blackboard a plan of a sermon whick is criticised
by the Professor and the other members of the
class. Thus thoughts are interchanged and
methods of sermonizing compared, an ex-
ercise which cannot fail to give mutnal

benefit and improvementto those im-
mediately concerned. Also lecturesare delivered
by the Professor as oftenas he sees fit, on the
character and best methods of pastoral work. In
this way, the ministerial students at Acadia re-
ceive instruction, which is of especial value, in
that the greater number of them are compelled
to preach during their vacations: and, moreov-
er, there are always a number of such students,
who, in consequence of age or financial difficul-
ties, cannot afford, after graduating in arts, to
take.a course at a Theological Seminary. But
even though students were not compelled to
preach during their vacations, and were able,
after graduation in arts, to take a Theological
course, with the instruction received under
Prof. Kierstead, they are only the better pre-
paied to enter upon and prosecute such a course
of study to beneficial and satisfactory results.
Therefore, all who are looking towards the
ministry will do well to avail themselves of the
advantages offered in the homiletic classat
Acadia.

EDNESDAY, the 28th ult, was ob-

served by the Baptists of the Dominion
as a day of special prayer ior Colleges. - Ac-
cordingly meetings for that purpose were held
in the aiternoon and evening in Academy Hall.
The teachers and students of Acadia College
and affiliated institutions united to make these
services interesting, though the inclemency of
the weather prevented the village iriends from
participating. It is believed that the day was
observed generally by churches of the denomina-
tion and friends of the institution. This move-
ment we believe to be deeply significant. It may
be taken not only as a recognition of the hand oi
Godin the establishment of the various schools,
but also as indications of the secret of their
strength and perpetuity. The College is emphat-
ically a religious institution, and on this conti-
nent, especially, an outgrowth of Christianity.

o o e

G

=5

o s

B

X,

EPREIRY N

S

~eas
L
T oy



53

THE ACADIA ATHENZAUM.

Many forgetting or -ignoring this fact,are clam-
oring loudly for purely secular colleges. We do
not purpose here to discuss the merits or, de-
merits of these,but we do not hesitate to say that
they should be founded on an independent basis
and not at such an enormous cost as the sacri-
fice of religious principle. The shades of the
sainted founders of our institutions might reason-
ably be expected to confront those who would
dare appropriate for worldly use that education-
al mas hinery which has been sacredly dedicated
to God and consccrated by the prayers and la-
bors of devoted Christians of bygone days. The
Day of Prayer will naturally be a day for reflec-
tion, and its continual observance cannot fail to
be helpful in checking a tendency (as common
in institutions as among men) namely that of
forgetting the purposes of their being.
Ii our institutions are of divine origin
human means will be inadequate for their per-
petuity. Differences of opinion exist among
educarionists as to the means which are to insure
their success. Some seem to sce their highest
g ood in University consolidation; while others
with less confidence in ascheme which forbodes,
the lessening of practical piety in our colleges
make their future dependent on the granting or
witholding of the Divine blessing. Consolida-
tion, it istrue, does not preclude the idea of
piety, neither is it incompatible with the spirit
of prayer, but it is no secret that large universi-
ties have proved, in many cases, hot-beds of
rationalism and infidelity.

e - ——-

EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CURRICELUM.

The student is often reminded that time is his
capital, and itis true that his success depends
both upon his natural abilities, and the proper
cconomy of the time at his disposal. Itis,there-
iore, possible that a person possessed of ordin-
ary, or even inferior abilities, may, by constant
and systematic study, accomplish more than

" another of superior mental powers, in conse-

‘by practice.

quence of the latter being less regular and dili-
gent in hiswork: However, the most industrious
student may, and often cces, fail to obtain all
the culture and knowledge afforded by the col-
lege course and its associations. We believe
that the aim of an arts course is, both by devel-
oping the student’s faculties and furnishing him
with useful knowledge,to prepare him for a more
cffective accomplishment of life’s work. Now
the question arises as to whethier this can be more
efficiently done by the student confining himself
exclusively to the regular work of the course, o:
by dividing his time and energy between the
subjects of the curriculum and other sources of
culture and improvement? At first thought this
may appear difficult to answer. But on careful
consideration, to all rational and experienced
minds, it must be clear, that there is 1 valuable
and essential education beyond the range of the
college course. In the literary societies sustained
by the students, there is a culture not provided
for in the curriculum. This we hold is of such
importance that none can dispense with it,with-
out seriously affecting their general culture and
develcpment. A man may acquire all the
knowledge available in an arts course, yet if he
cannot intelligently convey it to others, eitherin
spoken or written language, his influence will be
but insignificant in moulding and directing the
mind of the masses. Now, the faculty of public
speaking and that of writing are developed only
In the college, essay writing forms
an important part of the work, but the art of
public speaking receives very little attention.
However, forthe latter a source of culture is
available in the Atheneum Sociely where speech-
eson,local and foreign topics arc delivered,and the
great problems of the past and present are dis-
cussed by all whourc oratorically inclined. By
beginning in the freshman year and continuing
through the whole course, the student has quite
an extensive practice in speaking, and doubtless
develops accordingly,  But neglecting this
practice, when'he graduates, he is, in respect to
public speaking, about where he was when he
entered college. Moreover, by paying due at-
tenticn to the Atheneum the studentnot only
cultivates the power of speech, but learns to
transact public business properly, as this society
is regulated and conducted on parliamentary
principles,

But the Reading Room and thelLdrary, also
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claim a portion of the student’s time. For, he
may possess an extensive knowledge of the past
—2a knowledge of its languages and literatures,
its mythology and philosophy, its institutions
and laws, its colleges and universities, in short,
a knowledge of the general development and
civilization of humanity—yet being ignorant of the
manner of life, the history, the literature, and
the thought of the present, his education is
but one-sided and incomplete. He needs to link
the past with the present, and by blending and
comparing them, to get a comprehensive and
connected knowledge of both. Now, while the
former is attainable inthe college course, the lat-
ter is provided for in the Reading Room with
its desks and tables strewn with papers and
magazines of a high literary character, and in
the Lébrary with its shelves packed with books
and its tables laden with reviews and other peri-
odicals of a high order. Hence, from these
considerations, it appears, that a studeat can ill
afford to devote all his time and energy to the
branches of the arts course, or waste in unneces-
sary amusement precious moments, that might
be very profitably spent in ke Atheneum,
Reading Room or Library; and we, the: - ‘ore,
draw the attention of our fellow-students, thus
inclined, to a serious consideration of these facts.

o -

ENGLISH LAKES ano "HE LAND OF BURNS.

Again has THE ATHENAEUM become indebted
to Professor Jones for another of his interesting
and instructive lectures. When he announced
his subject—*‘the English lakes and the land of
Burns,’” all present expected a rich treat, and
the frequent bursts of applause, elicited by his
descriptions of natural scenery or portraiture of
the comic, testified that none were disappointed.

Owing to our limited space a mere outline of the
lecture can be given and thatbut imperfectly. Let
usaccompany the Prof. from Oxford—that great
and venerable seat of learning which has so large-
ly contributed to make England an influential and
mighty nation, affecting the very fountain head
of her social and religious. life—f{rom this city of
pinacles and groves—from gardens in which art
and nature have striven in generous rivalry each
to perfect and beautify the other—from avenues
of trees which echo to the notes of the cuckoo—
from domes and towers which have counted the

ages and braved the storms of centuries—from
all this let us follow him to quiet beautiful Win-
dermere. One could not meet with just such
another vision as Windermere lake on a beauti-
ful summer's morning. There is at once the
double motion of lake and river—the gems of
islands lying almost in clusters—below them it is
all loveliness and beauty, above all majesty and
grandeur—gentle promontories breaking all the
banks into frequent bays, seldom without a cot-
tage embosomed in trees—the whole landscape
of a sylvankind, so laden with woods that you
see but here and there a wreath of smoke, and you
seem_to be gazing on the primeval forests.

From Windermere the traveller passes to the
small town of Ambleside, noticing here the cele-
brated cottage called ‘Dove Nest,” the abode
for one summer of Mrs.Hemans, a poetess whose
finely sensitive spirit trembled to the accents of
prayer, and was purified under the descent of a
divine afflatus. Between Ambleside and Gras-
mere lake, the road runs along the banks of the
Rothay, and on the way is ‘Rydal Mount,’ the
home for many years of Wordsworth, a lovely
cottage-like building almost hidden by « pro-
fuseness of vines and roses, Past ‘Rydal Mount,”
past ‘Rydal Hall,’ in the park Adjoining which
is the beautiful cascade so admirably de-
scribed by Wordesworth, past the Grasmere
churchyard, beside the gushing Rothay and en-
circled by green mountains, in which under the
yew trees’ shade reposes the ashes of the great
bard, past all this we course at last to asplendid
terrace from whtch is obtained the best possible
view of Grasmere lake :—

‘Q vale and lake, within your mountain’s urn,
Smiling so tranquilly and set so deep.’

Between Grasmere and Keswick, the third of
these English lakes, the mighty Helvellyn rears
its loity head 3118 feet abovethe levelof the
sea. Once on its summit what a wealth and ex-
tent of view lies before one—Saddleback and
Skiddaw, Solway Firth and the mountains of
Scotland, Esthwaite watér and Morecombe Bay
—for throughout the length and breadth of this
vast and goodly prospect are the most magnifi-
cent groups of natural objects of which England
can boast, and in the neighborhood of Keswick,
itis said, it is impossible to move without meet-
ting with scenery of the finest description. From
here to Lodore, where is the famous waterfall
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which Southey has immortalized in verse, the
road skirts along Keswick lake and Derwentwater
commanding a beautiful prospect of rock, wood
and water. .

Skiddaw, however, must not be passed un-
ncticed; but why attempt to describe the view
from its lofty summit. ‘The scenc is unutterably
grand—sce before you sparkling in the sun what
look like the isles of thz Blest, cach with beau-
ties and golder splendors peculiarly its own.
Surely such scenesare the thoughts of God—
evermore speaking to us in the sublime, beauti-
ful, and magnificent language of creation.

But now leaving such scenes of grandeur and
sublimitv, beauty and lovliness, the Professor
carried usto historic Carlisle, thence northward
to the town of Dumfries, and now we are in the
land of Burns,

Here is to be ccen the mausoleum of the great
Scottish poet, whose great soul was ever the
battle-ground of passion and virtue—who often
was vanquished who oftener conquered—who
sang as the birds sing, in notes spontancous,
melodious and free—who, as the ship inthe
tempest, battled with the most {ormidable dis-
couragements which sunk his spirit in a stereo-
typed gloom—whose noble, richly freighted
soul passed away under a cloud of sadness and
despair. The great, generous, divine! soul of
the poet breaths its owa spirit into all thinys, ani~
mate and inanimate. Thus it is that over the
land of Burns, there hovers a mellow glory, and
poet, philosopher, and statesman yield to the
fascination, and acknowledge the supremaey of
heaven-inspired genius.

From Dumiries we pass to the town of Ayr,
the native place of Scotland’s sweet singer. Here
every object is full of interest--the ‘Doon-bridge,’
the ‘Auld haunted Kirk,” the little thatched
house at ‘Alloway Mill,” and crowning all the
hills of Carrick and the splendid monument erect-
ed on the banks of the Doon in memory of the
great poet.

‘Coila! thy vales are silent now,

He’s gone who all thy beauties drew,
Go bind on thy majestic brow

The sweeping rosemary and rue;
And let the sorrow-siiading yew

Hang o’er the-grave where nature mourns, |

And weep, sweet Coila, for I trow
You lost your brightest gem in Burns,’

METHOD.

At the present time when the curriculeu of
our college is crowded with studies,and not even
the most indolent can afford tuv be idle, the
means whereby the greatest amount of work may
be accomplished forms a question of no smudl
moment. Whiie some persons have a natural
aptitude for study and acquire knowledge with
wonderful facility, there are others who find it
a matter of extreme difficulty to master the daily
assignments, Although with a few of these na-
tural slowness is a bar to progress, yet the
large majority fail through ignoraace of the prop-
er manner of studying. They know wiat to
study, but they know not kow. The importance
of method should be urged upon all such, .ot
only as an auxiiiary Lo success, but as a constit-
uent thercof. Its usefulness is chiefly due to the
fact that it enables the student todo more and
better work in a given time than hc  otherwise
could. Itis necessary for all. If a postman,
without regard to arrangement, should deliver
his letters promisciously, he would be obliged to
traverse the same ground many times in a day,
besides wasting time and causing a vast amount
of trouble. Were the merchant ignorant of
method he would be obliged to ransack his whole
establishment insearch of any art’:le a custo-
mer might demand. So with every occupation
or profession, so with societies and organizations

-of all kinds, so with study; and hereitis most

noticeable, The lives of the most diligent stu-
dents exemplify this assertion.We wender st the
amcunt of brainwork accomplished by them ;we
read their lives with feelings akin to awe, for-
getting that the secret of success in all depart-
ments of study and research often consists in
the uniform arrangement of the hours and
minutes. And can we do better than imitate
their example? Each day has as mauy hours,
each houras many minutes for us as for .them.
We caanot afford to let these go to waste: it is
our duty to improve them to the best of our ability
This can only be done by mapping out our time
in aproper manner. In this way we will not
only perform more work, but we will rid our-
selves to a great extent of anxiety. There is
nothing in the worid n.ore annoying than worry,
which usually carries with it nervousness and irr-
itability. By following a regular system in our
daily life we free ourselves from this, not becom-
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ming slow or dull but happy and contented.
Method helps the memory, and tends to do away
with habits of forgetfulness. It fosters ambiti-
ous tendencies leading to the fulfilment of the
brightest and most lofty aspirations.

In the hurry and haste of to-day all time sav-
ing appliances are ata premium, Past experi-
ence and present necessity point with imperative
significance to method as the means whereby
the greatest and most satisfactory amount of
work may be performed in the least possible time
Let us then of all things be methodical.

-

SIR WALTER SCO1iT.
A POET AND NOVELIST,

Scott, Byron and Dickens form a trio of par-
ticular werit. Of Dickens, a recent num-
ber of the London 77mes speaks thus:—*‘West-
minister Abbey is the pcculiar resting place of
English literary genius; and among all those
whose sacred dust lies there, or whose namcs
are recorded'on the walls, very few are more
worthy than Charles Dickens of such a home.
Fewerstill, we believe, will be regarded with
more honoras time passes and his greatness
grows upon us,””  Lord Byron shown in the re-
gion of poesy, and no better eulogy to his mem-
ory and ability can be found than in Macaulay's
essay on this poetic genius of the first quarter of
the 19th century. Butboth in the regions of
poctry and prose does Walter Scott win laurels.

Granted that Dickens is the superior of
Scott asa novelist, still we claim that the dif-
ference is rather one of kind than degree. Look,
for instance, at what Sir Walter has done for
Scottish history. Before his time, with the ex-
ception of the parts relating to Wallace, Bruce,
Queen Mary and one or two others, it will not
be far from the truth to say that Scotland did
not know its own history. What was possess-
ed was merely a confused mass  of
antiquarian relics. But passing among these
remains, by his keen insight, patient research
and wonderful genius, there has beenr such a
shaking of dry bones that in his novels Old
Scotia seems to live again. Those ghosts of dead
warriors that hover around the well-fought fields
he has caused to takeform and taste again the
wild delights of battle.

But onthe other hand what relation doe; he

sustain to Byron, the third of this notable trio.
In poetry Byronis said to excel; let us consider
briefly this verdict. In description Byron is un-~
doubtedly superior; but look at his meditations,
his soliloquies. "Everything is tainted, a!most
withered, by that egotistical morbidness which
he seems unable, or unwilling, to conceal. Each
stanza seems +Q say :—*‘I, Lord Byron, am here
represented ; a man hunted to death, hated and
despised by all others, suffering untold agonies
alone; estranged from my native land; loving
none, loved by none,and hated by all.” This is
sufficient. Clearly with much that is good there is
much that is nearly disgusting. Let us read sone
of Séott’s description of Scottish scenery. ‘With
all the freshness of those highland hills, those
nestling, half-hidden valleys, those clear crystal
lakes depicting beneath their placid waters a
second scene, this beauty of nature is presented
to us without a tinge of rersonality. Itisa de-
scription of natural scenery and that alone. It
is partly in consideration of this feature of his
poetry that his popularity as a poet was secur~
ed. Moreover he started on a new train of
thought and adopted a new style of writing,
He attempted to revive the chivalrous poetry of

our carlier age, and in his ‘Lay of the Last Min- .

strel’ we have a romarnce of chivalry, the charm
and natural flavor of whose verse, coupled with
the interesting narrative, attract and invarably
retain the attention of the appreciative reader.
In hisdescriptions of battle he is equally success-
ful. Seldom do we meeét with finer imagry, or
passages more striking and grand than those on
the battie of Flodden in his second great poem
‘Marmion,’ For over two hundred lines and
more, in describing that fatal day, the music of
the numbers gives us one grand anthem, full-
toned and harmonious, along continued burst
of melody. Lo

- RE 2 X 2

A WATER LILY.

‘O star on the heartof the river

O marvel of bloom,and grace! .
Did you fall straight down from Heaven,
Out of the sweetest place?

You are white as the thoughtofan angel,
Your heart is steeped in the sun;

Did you grow in the golden city.

My fair and radiant one?’
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X

‘Nay, nay, I fellnot out of Heaven,

None gave me my saintly white;

It slowly grew irom the blackness

Down in thedreary night. A

From the verge of the sileiit river

I won my glory and grace;

White souls fa//not, O! my poet;

They rise to the highest place.’
[Selected. ]

———— e AP B e

CORRESPONDENCE,

MESSRS EDITORS :—As the seventeenth vol-
ume of the Encyclopaedia Britannica containing
subjocts between initial letters Mo1—ORM
has lateiy been placed upon the shelves of the
College Library one naturally is anxious to know
what is said about our own province.’Twas a mat-
ter of surprise, I assure you, to find that the arti-
cle on Nova Scotia was written by a gentleman
(George Stewart, jun., Editor of the *Chronicle,’
Quebec) irom a distant part of the Dominion.
If reliablencss is a feature worth striving after
(and assuradly itis in a work of this character)
then, those persons residing ina country, pro-
vided they have the requisite literary ability, are
surely more likely to be able to compile a trust-
worthy accountof the geography, history, and
trade relations oi that country than one resident
at a distance and who of necessity must obtain
his information second-hand. This, I appre-
hend, will account for the numerous errors, par-
ticularly in the geographical description, which
are found in the article. For instance in naming
the islands, Boulardarie,between the Great and
Little Bras d’Or Lakes, although the largest
and most fertile, and having a population of
2000is omitted altogether. But a more curi-
ous and certainly more misleading error is inthe
description of the Bras d’Or Lake itself. In
naming the principal inlets it is omitted, but
finds a place in the outline of the fresk-water
lakes. Itis evident that the term ‘Lake’ in
Bras ¢’Or Lake has led our author to suppose
that the body of watér is fresh, whereas it has
two channels of water connecting it with the
Atlantic, one of which is ai its narrowest part two
miles in width. But this is not all in this con-
nection. After describing it as ‘an imprisoned
sea, 30 miles long and of great depth,’ we are

told that ‘it expands into several streams.’ As
well say that the Mediterranean ‘expands’ into
the Tiber. The relative volumes of the waters
compared is about the same, and the absurdity
just as palpable.

Refore ghe railroad from Halifax to Windsor
was thought of, a canal from the head of Bedford
Basin to Cobequid Bay was projected. Some
labor was actually performed, but the work was
shortly abandoned. This has apparently mis-
led the writer, for under the heading ‘communi:
cation’ he says:-—‘There are two canals in the
province, one from Halifax to Cobequid Bay,
and the other the St. Peter’s.’ Railway mile-
age at the present time he places at 600,whereas
500 would be nearer the truth. It will be a
matter of surprise to Nova Scotians to learn that
wolves are to be found among the native wild
animals. A gomparison of different portions of
the article reveals incongruities. For example:
—‘In 1881, the exports of mining produce
amounted to $676,878.” Under the caption of
geology the statementis made that ‘in 1882 the
collieries produced 1,365,811 tons of cpal, con-
sumed principally in Quebec, New Brunswick,
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and
the United States.”  Without taking in-
to account gold production to the valce of
$350,000 and the 42,135 tons ofiron ore mined
in the same year, thc greater part of which was
exported, and without speaking of the manga-
nese and gypsum exports from \Vindsor and vi-
cinity, it will be readily seen that ‘the exports
of mining produce’ amount more nearly to a-
sum double that first mentioned. The difference
of ayear, 1881 intheone case and 1882 ir the
other, does not invalidate the comparison as our
mining industiies maintain a nearly uniform
production,

It isnot my purpose to point out all the mis-
takes as that would take too much space, I
will, however, quote a couple of sentences from
the historical sketch of the province by way of
illustrating the author’s style :——‘But the French
settlers who enjoyed privileges as neutrals, still
embraced a considerable portion of the popula-
tion, and, with their allies, the Indians, proved
exceedingly troublesome tothe English. They
were finally expelled, and in 1758 a constitution
was granted to Nova Scotia.”’ What relevancy
the second n.ember of the second sentence has
vo the first member it is difficult to determine.
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The implication is that the granting of a consti-
tution was dependerit upon the expulsion of the
French which is not historically true. (By the
way, is this ‘gvanting a - constitution’ anything
more than the permission by the home govern-
ment in 7858 to Nova Scotia to convene a
‘House of Assembly?’) As it is written the
unity of the second sentence is destroyed.

That there is much in the article which is cor-
rect, and that it in a fair measure fulfils the ob-
ject for which it is written does not justify the
insertion of the above and sintilar errors.

Yours etc.,
TERY.

>t o - -

OUR LECTURE COURSE.

The first lecture of the present term,—‘Our
indebtedness to the Past,”’ was delivered in Aca-
demy Hall, on Friday evening, Jan. 23rd, by
Rev. Dr. Day of Yarmouth,

The lecturer opened his remaixs with a com-
parisonbetween the young and old. Youth
lives in hope; age in experience. Still manhood
is to be preferred to boyhood, the present tv ine
past, for who would be willing to exchange the
knowledge of’the former for the unquestioning
faith of the latter? The ripe- golden grains of
the autumn are more glorious than the tender
blades of the springtime. Disappointment sits en-
throned onthe threshold of the future, but the
dove of hope is sent out from the brief to-day.
We must strengthen ourselves by the past
as well as the present. Most persons have a
tendency to disregard the past, feeling them-
selves heirs thereto without study, and by this
means they limit the horizon of their hope and
cramp the freedom of their soul.

Each century bears peculiar treasures to the
one succeeding. As former generations live in
that of to-day so will we live by our influence in
the ages to come.

1. We are indebted to the past for the Dewvelop-
ment of the Social System.The advance from bar-
barism to civilization in every country has been
slow. First the pastoral condition leading gradual-
ly to the agricultural. Then as the various branch-
es of civilization are furthered, trades come in-
toéxistence. Next, what are commonly termed
professions: the arts and sciences are cultivated,
and all thiugs tell of progress.

As time goes-

on, man becomes mutually dependent and wars
grow less and less frequent. Thus the treasures
of the ages cluster around usat our birth.

2. We owe much to the past 1or Progression

in Forms of Government. The first semblance
of formulated government was the Patriarchal,
in which each father ruled his own family until
the members thereof were old enough to leave
their old home and cstblish new ones for them-
selves. Next the Feudal system was introduc-
ed, which made each landowner supreme in his
own domain. This again was followed by the
Monarchial system tending to establish the su-
preme rule of the king. A limited monarchial
dictatorship will be found eventually to be the
best and most satist. ctory form of government,
With the political improvements, cducatxon and
~cience have likewise advanced.

3. We owe the past for the Treasury of In-
dustrial Implemerzts which it has handed downa,
The labor and ingenuity of our forefathers are
conferring priceless blessings upon us. Iron,the
most important element amongst the instruments
of production, is found to have been used
amongst savage tribes in by-gone ages. As time
went on, the amount of its usefulness increased.
For the treasury of discoverics and inventions
are we also under obligation to the past. Our
barbarian ancestors were the parents of the arts.
To them we owe many of the most useful dis-
coveries, such as the means of producing fire,
and the use to which it may be put. The pro-
ductions of art are not much less numerous
than those of naturc. IFor the elevation of labor
by thought we are indebted to many noble men
whose names are little known or appreciated.
Such, for example, were the inventor. of the
art of printing, which has proved itseli the foc
of despotism, the friend of wisdom. _

4. For the gifts of Poetry and History do we
owe the past. Poetry, one of the simplest
fornis of nature, .is of extreme antiquity. Before
Ovid or Virgil or Milton were thought of Moses
sounded forth the praises of his maker in poetic
strains. In the age of the hunters and shepherds
we find its genial influence. For countless years
it has lightened the weary -walks of way-worn
pilgrims on life’s highway. 'History sends forth
a stream of light, informing us of what preceed-
ed the present era, and as we read we feel our-
selves to be living amidst the ruins of a by-gone
world. It gives immortalityy to facts which
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would otherwise vanish. By its means we com-
mune with the great men of the earth, though
they may have lived and died when ecarth was:
young, .

5. Lastly, we are under obligation to the
past for Biographies of the great and good. In
reading these we are pressed forward to imitate
their virtues. Knowledge will cbey the call
made upon her in whatever station of life and
fiom the lives of departed heroes supply abun-'
dant examples of seli-denial, usefulness, perse-
verance and ener;ry. Should we not follow in
their footsteps, and strive to be fellotr-laborers
with Peter and Paul?

In view of the bencfits we havc received be it:
ours to strive ever to wipe out the annals of
crime, and help on the triumphs of right, that
the blessings we have obtained may by us be
transmitted to future generations. Sow now
theseed and sow it well, and there will be no
cnd to the golden crops which will spring there-
irom.

The lecture was listened to throughout with
the strictest attention, frequent outbursts of ap-
plause testifying to the worth of the lecture and
the appreciation of the audience.

s -

EXCERPTA.

We rcap what we sow, but nature has love
over and above that justice, and gives us shad-
ow, and blossom and fruit that spring from no
planting of ours.—George Fliot. :

T'will frame a work of fiction upon notorious fact
so that anyone shall think he can do the same;
shall labor and toil, attempting the same, and
fail—such is the power of sequence and .onnec-
tion in writing.—Horace : Ars Poetica.

Tam of opinion that Philosophy, quite pure:
and totally abstracted from our appetites and|

passions, instead of serving us the Dbetter, would: -

do us little or no good atall. We may receive
so muck light as not to sce, and so much philos-
ophy asto be worse than foclish.—W.S. Lawdor.

Our smiles and our tears are almost as tran-
sient as the lu-ire of the morning, and the shad-
ows of the evening, and almost as ‘requently in-
terchanged. Our passions form airy balloons—
we know not how to dirzct them; and the very

He that opposes his own judgement against
the current of the times ought to be backed
with unanswerable truth; and he that has truth
on his side is'a fool, as well as a coward, if he is
afraid to-own it because of the multitude of oth-
er men’s opinions. 'Tis hard for a man to say
all'the world is mistaken but himself. But if it
be so who can hélp it?—DeFoe. :

What else than a natural and mighty palimp-
sest is the humanbrain? Such a palimpsest is
my brain; such a palimpsest, O reader,is yours!
Everlasting layers of ideas, images, feelings
have fallen upon your brain softly as light. Each
succession has seemed to bury all that went be-
fore. And yet, in reality, not one has been ex-
tinguished.—Thomas De Quincy.

The man who cannot wonder, who does not
habitually wonder (and worship,) were he Presi-
dent of innumerable Royal Socicties, and car-
ried the whole Mecamique Celeste and Hegel's
Philosophy, andghe epitome of all Laboratories
and Observatories,with their results in his single
head,—is but a pair of spectacles behind which
thereis no eye. Let him who has eyes look
through them, then he may be useful.—Carlyle.

There is no society or conversation to be kept
up in the world without good-nature, or some-
thing which must bear its appearance, and sup-
ply its place. For this reason mankind have
been forced to invent a kind cf artificial humani-
ty, which is what we express by the word
good-breeding. Good nature is gensrally born
with us: health, prosperity, and kind treatment
from the world, are great cherishers of it
when they find it.—Addzson.

D e . %N SUn——

THE COLLEGE WORLD,

NEwTON Theological Seminary reports seven
,professors and fifty-four students,

THE heads of the departments in Latin and
‘Mathematics of Edinburgh receive $17,500 each,

MATERIALISM: is on the wane., There is nota

inflammable material that transports - them ofter.
makes the bubble burst.—~Horace Walpole.

chair of Philosophy in G-rmanv which now
teaches this opponent of Christianity.
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Mgs. Fawcett, widow of the late blind post-
master-general of Great Britain, is to be made
president of Girton College.

THE Chicago Theological Seminary, to: which:
Acadia has sent several of her graduates, reports
sixty three students and a faculty of nine.

THE Harvard Facuity have proscribed foot-
ball by a vote of 24 to 5. The college ciub is for-
biddento engage in any more inter-collegiate
games.

HALIFAX Medical College reports twelve

students in the first year's course, fourteen in the
second, three in the third, and one in the fourth
year.

THE University of Heidelber@ declined a giit
of $25,000 offered by an unknown benefactor
on condition that women be allowed to enter the
classes.

BowpoiN College, in its 83rd catalogue quite
recently issued, reports 113 in the literary de-
partment, 99 in the medical, and a faculty num-
bering 21 members.

THE Catalogue oi Oberlin College reports 36
in the department of theology,206 in.the classical
course, and 1314 students in all departments, in-
cluding preparatory and musical schools.

Yale has lost another of her professors. Proi.;
Benjamin Silliman died at New Haven Jan. 14,
aged 68 years. He graduated from Yalein 1833,
and ever since has devoted himseli to scieatific
pursuits.

MR. John Langdon Sibley for thirty years li-
brarian at Harvard College has just completed
the eightieth ycar of hislife and the third volume
of his biographical memoranda of Harvard Gradu-

AT Princeton a'new system of grading has
‘been adopted. Each class is to be divided into.
six groups according to merit. Reports are to
be issued twice a year, stating thestudent’s gen-~
eral group number in each study. The rank of
ithe student is however not made public.

THE Medical-College in connection with Mc-
Gill University is said to be .ina very prosper-
ous condition. The present Freshman class is
the largest that has ever entered. The course
is of four years duration, and in Anatomy their
advantages are claimed to be unrivalted.

-

PRINCETON can now boast oif a chairin Art,
the course to consist of lectures on the history of
art. Professor Allen Margand lectures on art
in antiquity; Professor Prince of New York on
the histories of variousarts: President McCosh,
Asthetics, and Prof. Osborne on the anatomy
of the facial expression.

AT a recent meeting oi the governors of McGill
University, W. H. Kerr, Q. C., the Dean of the
Faculty was appointed to the Gaie chair inthe
Faculty of Law. This chair, founded last year,
is the first endowed chair in this faculty, the-en-
dowment fund.being $25,000, the bequest of the
late Mr. Justice Stewart.

AMONG the names meiitioned for the enviable
position -of Principal of Edinburgh University
are Lord Napier,formerly Governor of Madras;
Lord Rayleigh, Professor of Physics at Cam-
bridge ; Professor Willian: Thompson oi Glasgow ;
Professor;Masson of Edinburgh; Matthew Ar-
nold,and Sir Theodore Martin,

In a late calendar of Union College appear
the names of their different presidents and pro-
fessors since the founding of-the College in 1779.
Among these names are the following celebrities :
—Jonathan Edwards, Laurence P. Hickok,
Thomas Macaulay, Francis Wayland, Alonzo
Potter, Will Gillespic and-others.Lastyear’s.class
numbered thirty-six, and their whole number of
graduates since the founding - oi the. institution

ates, His health is now failing.

was four thousand five hundrediand fiity=sevén.’
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Eli Perkins.

St. Valentine.

‘Only a little dot’.

‘OBSERVER’ next issue,

A Senior’s favorite month?—May.
Boys look out for those drum sticks!

There are fifty students boarding in Chipman
Hall.

Ad infinitum to the end of time,is a Junior’s ex-
pression for indefinite extension.

A movement is on foot to have monthly re-.

ceptions for college students. Good!

‘Going to reception to-night?’ asked.a Junior|

of his classmate. ‘By no means’ was the reply,
‘I prefer taking my fwo konrs waelf this after-
noon inthe open air.’

A theological fledgling on being asked the
text of a certain discourse innocently replied :(—

‘Broad is the road that leads todeath and thou-!

sands walk together there.’

‘Will you be seated?’ murmured a gallait

Soph to his companion at the late reception.
*Thanks,’ sighed ye peaceful Sem. and sweetly
together they sat and devotedly continucd to sit.

As the staple articles of diet are uncommonly
cheap many of the students are perplexed as to

the cause of the advance in the'price of board.
The only solution of the problem yetarrived at
is the discovery of the Hot Water Dispepsia Cure.

‘When I get to be a Senior I'll use my zn/fu-
ence to  have The Atheneum discontinued,’

Z{was the muttercd remark of a spiteful Freshie

the other day. A Soph standing near binted
that if Zhe Athenwum would never die till
then it would continue forever.

The attendance at the Seminary has recently
been increased Ly one. Considerable anxiety
prevails to know the sex. Curiosity, however

may be gratified by a personal interview, any
day in the week, as he—she—it stands in front
of the building and is made of snow.

At the January meeting of the Acadia Mission-
ary Society the following officers were appoint-
fed:—President, J. A. Ford; Vice President,
, . H. Beals; Secretary, J.W_Brown; Treasurer,

L. Gates; Executive Committee, J. W.Tingley,
'G. R. White, Miss Hatiie Wallace. The sum
vof t2rty five dollars was raised by the society
_in response to a call from th¢ F. M. Board.

The Senior Class and tlie members of the
Foot-ball Club were treated to a sumptuous sup-
per in the dining halla few evenings ago by their
'gznerous and popular fellow student, Mr. S. W,

-Cummings. After doing ample justice to all
the good ‘things provided, the boys retired to
No. 6, where the‘golden hours’ were delightfully
spent in a ‘feast of reason and flow of soul.’

. They were Juniors. They satin church the
i other morning, one with his face turned toward
the sacred desk intently gazing onthe pages of
a bible which he held in his hand, the other
where he could at a more favorable angle view
' the seats occupied by the fair sex. Reverently

i(?) No. 1 writes on the fly-leaf of the bible:
‘Is Miss P. here?’ ‘No!’ faltersNo. 2. ‘Is Miss
C. here?’ No!” Further interrogations were
cut short by the tones of the preacher, but they
will doubtless be continued during many a long
walk.




