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Titevary 2otires.

Sormyew's Macazing for July has for
contents :—* The Suburban House”—with
illustrations from drawingsand photographs:
—“Bird Cradles”— with illustrations from
drawings ;~—“The Rights of the Citizen.
IV. 'To His own reputation,” “Surf and
surf bathing” with illustrations ; *“The Last
Slave Ship” by George Horne, M. D., to-
gether with stories complete and serial,
Prico £3 00 per year, 25 cents por No. Chas.
Scribners’ Sons, New York.

Tne PRESBYTERIAN aND REFORMED RE-
vIEW for July is to hand, and opens with
“Recent Discussions in Materialisi by Prof.
J. M. Baldwin, giving a succinct view of
the present state of opinion upon this sub-
jeet ; Then follow TII, “‘Christ the High
Priest of the World” by Prof. S. Wood-
bridge. III. “Jonathan Edwards as & na-
turalist,” by Rev, Hemry G, McCook,. IV.
‘“The Author of Robinson Crusoe” by Rev.
Dean Murray.r V. ‘“‘Recent Works on
Kant” by President McCosh ; VI. ¢What
is Animal Life” by Sir J. William Dawson,
Prof. Shedd, and others; VII ‘“Historical
and Critical Notes on (1) Presbyterian Un-
ion in India, (2) Three views of the Public
School Question. (3) Notes on 1 Cor. xv.
20-28, (4) Exgetical notes on the Psalms ;
VIII. Editorial Notes, (1) Substitutes for
the 4th commandment, (2) The Presbyter-
ian General Assembly, by Prof. Warfield.
INX. Reviews of Recent Theological Litera-
ture.

The contents of this issue may be judged
from two things. (1) The thewes. These nre
on a wide range of subjects, but all on what
may be called living questions. (2) The
writers. Sow:e of the names, atall cvents,
are familiar, and ure in themselves a guar-
antee for the treatment of the subject of
which they write.

The price of the Review is §3.00 per year,
§0 cents per copy. Published for the Pres-
byterian and Reformed Review Association
by Anson Randolph & Co., New York.

HINDU ALARM.

* An outery comes from the Hindu commun-
ity in Caleutta, There n pamphlet has been
issued which contains these sentences : ““Tho
lifo-blood of our society is fast ebbing away
and irreligion is enting iuto its vitals. I.ook-
ing beneath the surface, we find that the mis-
chief under which wo Hindus at present lab-
or is owing chiefly to the influence of Chris.
tinnity brought steadily and constantly to
bear on our national mind for nearly a cen-
tury and half. . . . The result of the
national apathy is that the countless ‘Chris-
tian missions at work in this country, espe-
cially in Bengal, are in a fair way of achiev-
ing their object. The unflagging energy and
systematic offorts with which these bodies
are working at the foundation of our society
will, ucless counteracted in time, surely
cause a mighty collnpse of it at no distant
date.”—Church of To-day.

THE DISCCNTENTED WORKER:

The discontented worker who pines for
wealth without being willing to. labour for
it regards the idleness in which it would en-
ahle him to live as the acme of temporal hap-
piness.  He has no idea of money as a great
motive-power to be applied in enterprises
that give healthful employment to mind and
body. All that he desiresis to live a feather-
bed life—to ¢‘loaf” luxuriouely. People who
indulge in such sensuous Jongings do not
know how much more glorious itis to tear
aftluence from opposing fate by main strength
of will and inflexibility of purpose than to
receive it as a windfall.  There is infinitely
mote satiefaction in conquering a fortune
with brain and muscle than was ever experi-
enced in obtaining and dissipasing the golden
store that-some thriftier haud had accumu
lated.

The joy resulting from the diffusion of
blessings to all around us is the pourest and
sublimest that can ever enter the human
mind, and can be conceived of only by those
who have experienced .it. Next to the con-
solations of Divine grace, it is the most sov-
ereign balm for the miseries of life, both in
him who "is the objectof it and in him who
exercises it ; and it will not only soothe and'
tranquillize & troubled spirit, but inspire a
constant flow of good humor, content, and
and gaiety of heart.—Biskop Porteus.
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The days of religious persecution have not
yet ended. Men have yet to forsnke all for
Christ’s sake. A young Hindoo who' took
his B. A. degree in 1884, and has been head
master in # Christinn  school at Manahad,
India, since 1887, was recently baptized by
DMr. Hector, principal of the Free Church
college at Caleutta. His friends tried to
prevent it, but he escaped and rcached the
place of baptism at the appointed time. He
has had to leave his wife and three childven,
who have been taken possession of by his
father, a bigoted Hindu.

In a private letter recently received from
Miss Grabam, of San Fernando, Trinidad,
she says :

‘1 hope the good people of Nova Scotia
will remember that Mr. Grant’s vacation
begins when he leaves Trinidad, for I never
saw or heard of a minister working as he
has been doing ever since I came here. He
certainly deserves a holiday, ana I trust he
may enjoy his visit home although I will be
;@zrﬁ lonely without them, Mrs. Grant is so
kind. ;

DEATH OF REV. T}EORGE CHRISTIE.

The old ministers are going home, On
Tuesday, fuly 15th, at his home in Bedford
Rev. GeorgeChristie passed peacefully away
in the 76th year of age.

He was born in Traro, in 1815 and gradu-
ated from the old seminary in. Pictou in 1842,

In July of that same year he was ordained
and inducted at Shubenacadie. Not long
afterwards he accepted a edl to Yarmouth
vshere he labored until 1877.  Resigning his
charge he accepted the care of the stations
of Bedford, Waverly,and Sackville, where he
labored until growing infirmities compelled
him to lay down his work. On application
leave was grauted by last General Assembly
to retire, and now, so soon after, leave to re-
tire has beea granted by a higher court and
he enters upon a rest that is éternal,

FRENCH PROTESTANT JUBILEE.

The jubilee celebration of the establish.
ment of French Protestant Missions on the
north shore of the St. Lawrence was cele-
brated Friday, June 20th, at St, Helen’s Is-
land, Montreal, under the auspices of the
Point-aux-Trembles school. Tully six hun-
dred French-speaking Protestants frown parts
of Canada and the United States were pres-
ent.

The day was all that could possibly have
been desired, and all seemed to thoroughly
enjoy themselves. The morning was passed
in strolling arcund the grounds or in singing
hymus to the accompaniment of a string
band that had been provided. Thae afternoon
was taken up in listening to addresses. The
Rev. Joseph Prevost, who has written the
history of French Protestantism in Canada,
in an interesting addiess, gave a sketch of -
work since its commencement in this coun-
try, and showed how it had prospered, not-
withstanding atl the difficulties that had been
thrown in its way, and how it had now de-.
veloped into a power in the land. '

Mt. Chiniquy spoke of the time when he
thought that he was pleasing God in perse-
cuting Protestant missionaries: but now all
was changed,and he was now one himself,and
was rejoicing in the freedom.of Christ, He
urged that more earnestness be given to the
work that the -spread of Protestantism
amongst the French might be still more ra-

id.

P The Rev. Mr. Amaron, Principal of the
French Protestant College, Springfield, who,
half-a century ago, began this grand work,
was present. He is a gentleman .eighty years
of age, and is still as sturdy-looking as an
oak. He told his hearers of how bhard it-had
been in those days to start such a work, but
how it had been persevered in, and to-day
posterity was reaping the benefit.  Je had
great confidence in the work, and believed
that its future prosperity would be far yreat-
er than the past.

Before leaving the Island all the veteran
missionaries were photographed in a group.
After prayer and singing ‘the National An-
them, this pleasantand historical gathering
dispersed.—Montreal: Witness.
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Rev. J. F. Smith Lasaccepted a call from
Maccan to Richmond,

The prospects of the Mission station nt
Louisburg, C. B. are most encouraging.

Woest ISnd congregation,St.John, has called
Rev. G. Shore of St. Stephen, to be their
pustor.

Rev. L. R. Gloag has resigned the pastor-
ual charge of the congregation of Mabou and
Port Hood, C. B.

Rev. G. MeMitlan, of Prfucetovrn, P, .
L., has gone on u furlough of three months to
the old world.

Rev. John Ferry has been inducted into
pastorateof the Presbyterian congregation
as Fort Qu Appelle.

Rev. J. Murray and Dr. Murray are ap-
pointed o Committee of Preshytery to visit
Mir;l.cougrcgutiou on 3rd Tuesday of Sep-
tember.

Calvin Church, St. John, has called Rev.
T. Tullerton, offering to raise $750
which they would like to get augmented by

- $250.

Syduney Preshytery is making a brave ef-
fort in stirring up congregations to wipe oft
arrears of stipend that have in some cases
been allowed to accumulate.

Thirty-two young people in the congrega-
tion of Princeton, . E. I., have repeated
the Shorter Catechism correctly and have re-
ceived from the Session a gift of a Bible.

Rev. J. and Mrs. Robbins and daughter
have gone to England where Mrs. Rob-
bins will remain for some time for the Lene-
fit of her health, A long illness has left her
very frail.

The Rev. J. A. F. Sutherland, lately of
St. James, N. B., was inducted into the
pastoral charge of the congregation of Scl-
kirk by the Preshytery of Winnipeg on the
23rd June.

'The Presbytery of Miramichi has agreed
to hold six ovdinary meetings during the
year, as follows :-3rd Tuesday January,
2nd Tuesday March, May, July, September,
and December.

Sydney Presbytery has appointed Rev, A,
Farqubarson. Dr. Murray, and M. A. Me.
Kenzie, a committee to visit Loch Lomond
and Frambeise, on the 26th and 27th of
August, and Grand River and St. Peters on
the 28th, .

St. John’s Church, Dalhousie, having been
closed for some weeks for repairs has been
reopened much improved.

The Sheet Harbour congregation has been
taking steps toward division, Subscription
papers have been circulated, and the re-
sponse has been very §ood. The Eastern
Scction has raised $500 and tho *‘West
$708.50. Inall $1,208.50.

On Wednesday evening, June 5th, a
Young Peoples’ Christian lindeavor Society
was organized at Blue Mountain by M.
Henderson, who has charge of that . cagre-
gation for the summer. The Socicty was
started with a membership of thirty-one.

Rev. R. Cumming, of Westville, and his
brother Rev. I. Cumming of Truro, have
just returned from their tour round the
world, visiting on their way the Hply Land.
They come home stored with gathered know-
ledge, sacred and secular, to aid them in
their work.

A fine new chuvch was opened at Five

Islands, on Wednesday, July  9th.
Nearly all the members of  Trure
Presbytery were present and  some

visiting brethren as well. The churchis a
beautiful one costing over $5,000, and,when
the pews are paid for, will be free of debt.
Of this sum nearly $1500 was contributed by
the ladies of the congregation.

TheCongregation of CapeNorth, C. B.,has
called Rev.E. McKenzie,ordained missionary

now laboring there, to be their pastor. Mur.
MciSenzie has nceepted] the call, and the

Presbytery mects there August Ist, for his
induction. Mr. Farguharson to preach and °
preside, Mr. Grant to addvess the minister
and Mr. MceMillan the people.

The Scotch congregation in Boston
which is largely from the Maviime Pro-
vimees, more especially from Cape Breton, is
enjoying continued prosperity. When Rev.
S. C. Gunn took charge, August Ist, 1887,
there were 49 names on the communicant’s
roll,since that time 311 names have besn ad-
ded or more than 100 each year.

The Presbytery of Pictou met as follows
for visitation of congregations :— At Glenelg
Wednesday, 22nd, at 11 a. m. At Sher-
brooke, the same day, at 7 p. m., Union
Centre, 24th, 2p. m.  Rev. K. J. Grant, of
Trinidad, was present and delivered ad-
dresses on missions at all the meetings, and
a collection in aid of the Foreign Mission
Fund was taken at every place. Fuller par-
ticulars in our next.



THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN, 229

ew Hebeides.

LETTER FROM REV. J. ANNAND,

SanTo, New Hebrides,
March 31, 1890.

It is quite o privilege for us to have our
mails now delivered every four weeks Three
mails already thie year and another due next
week make us feel as though we were in civi-
lization again. Wae sincerely hope that we
may not be compelled to return to the old
sailing ship. So far as we can judge from
the prospects commercinlly at present we
have good reason to believe that tho steamer
will continue to run, If the present arrange-
mests prove satisfactory, then our Dayspring
fund may cease,and withabout £75 stg.added
to our salaries, making in all £250 per year,
we can pay our own expenses of shipping
ard passages, and dispense with the services
of the paid agent in Sydney. Thus far the
steamship service has been very satisfactory.

There was sad news for us by last mail
from Scotland. The young missionary, Mr.
Shanks, a nephew of Mr. Watt, lost his wifo
about a fortnight after marriage when they
were on the point of leaving for the New He-
brides. He will not probably be down to the
islands this year.

Mr. A. H. Macdonald writes me from Vic-
toria that he hopes to settle on Santo this
season, We sincerely hope he may.

There is nothing transpiring here of much
interest. Just now there appears to be a
struggle between the powers of evil and the
gospel. We know who must come off the
victor.

Heathenism for some few weeks past has
been rampant around us. The temptation
was too strong for the Tangoan youth who
was with usfor ten months. When the night
dancing began he left us, and joined it. Our
school and Sunday services have been less sa
tisfactorily attended of late. However, we
always have at least 30 at church and gener-
ally more. Wenre not the least discouraged,
for we always expected to see some open op-
position before the victory was gained.

None bat the inexperienced anticipate
gathering in these people rapidly during the
first five years of labor among them. dt
takes the truth a long time to find its way
to their hearts and consciences. The reason
ot this is evident. Their minds are so dead-
ened by a life time of sin and devil service,
and their habits of life so degraded that it
is really wonderful that the gospel changes
them at all.

Then, perhaps, the greatest difficulty of
all in the way of evangelizing them is their
language. It isso imperfect and cramped
that nothing but constant drilling can bring

home to their minds the real truth that we
wisl: to impart. We come to them with
witolly new ideas, and we find no terms in
which to express our exact mearing, hence
circumlocution and attaching new and en-
larged ideas to old terms, Brethren, pray
for us that the word of God may have free
course and be glorified. We are both welt
and busy.

LETTER EROM REV.J. ANNAND.

Saxto, Nkw Hernripes.
May 1, 1890.
My Dear Mr, Scott:

Yours of New Year’s daycame to hand by
last mail, being a month longer on the way
than most of the letters sent us from N. S.
about,that date.

Many thanks for sending us the Mainr-
Mg and Children’s Record.

Thanks for New Year’s wishes, We have
no just cause of complaint in regard to our
happiness. Our health is now quite good,
and we find sufficient work to nccupy all our
time. We huve learned to make the best of
our circumstances generally, and we have no
quarrel with Providence for not treating us
better. Of course we, like most other hu-
man beings, imagine that we could be hap-
pier under some other conditions, or if we
could receive more in accordarce with our
wishes. However I am beginning to wholly
discard that doctrine, and to adopt the
theory that all is now transpiring in the
best way for us—*‘that all things work to-
gether for good, ete.”

We imagine that if the work was more
prosperous we should be happier and more
contented, but it is questionable if we would
then be one degree move happy. The Lord
gives us all the success in his work that we
deserve, that our faith can receive -and
anything beyond that might ruin us. The
thorn in the flesh is doubtless needed as well
as the vision of glory. What a cowforting
fact it is to recognize that the Lord leadeth
us ! He it is that opens up our way, going
before us always, Some day we shall un-
derstand more fully the things that perplex
us while journeying throngh this world.

T am pleased to see that yvu have got 2
good man for Couva after so long a delay. 4
Me. and Mrs. Morton had a very successful
visit home and appear to have stirred up the
church considerably by their addresses and
letters,

I sympathize with Mr. Wilkie in being
detained at home to collect money—a most
thankless object in many places. I trust
that be is back at his work ere this. Honan
now will doubtless be the popular field since
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Mr. Goforth’s diary of their sccond journey
there, hag been published. Their reception
was certainly very encournging. However
the work is yet to be done which in due
time will bring forth fruit to God’s giory.

A young man that anticipated settling on
Santc this ycar, Mr. Shauks, was suddenly
called upon to give up a dearly loved bride,
one to whem he hada life long attachment.
We do not know his present plans, but have
heard that he is coming to Victoria this
year,

Yours sincerely,
J. ANNAXND,
Grinidad.

LETTER TFROM MISS GRAHAM.

Sax Ferxaxpo, Trinidad, June 14, 1890.

Mr. and Mrs. Grant and family left for
Ney York or the 31st ult., and are now, I
suppose, in Nova Scotia.

Ere this reaches you, you will doubtless
have heard of the pleasant swrprise given
Mr. Grant o few evenings before his depar-
ture. As we neared the beautiful house of
Mur. T Serju where the gathering was held,
T could not help wishing that the Church at
home—just the missionary part of it I mean
—could for a moment view the scene before
us,for I am sure they would feel that in sup-
porting o mission among the East Indians in
Prinidad they had “‘cast brexd upon the
waters,” which already was returning to
them, and will doubtless continue to do so
“many days” hence.

The house has a charming site.  In front
is w gacden which when further cultivated
will charm all lovers of tropical flowers and
folinge ; Dehind it are beauntiful palms
through which you have a splendid view of
the harbour.  The front of the house which
is surrounded by a gallery, was beautifully
decorated with Chinese lanterns, and as we
entered and were shown to our place at the
Oriental table, a march was played on the
harmonium and tea was served, being o tea-
totaller, I did not indulge therein, until told
that it was not ordinary tea, when, always
vealy for something extraoidinary, I was
perstaded to take w cup of what they told
we was real Chinese tea.  But  “why pro-
long the tale, casting weak words.”

Tho address which was read to Mr. Grant,
gives you but a faint idea of the Indian peo-
ple’s love for Me Grant and their gratitude
for his unselfish labors for them.

It is also pleasant to notice in the address
that Mrs. Grant’s kindness and care for her
people has not been forgotten by those to
whom she has not ouly spoken loving words,

but for whom she ljus faithfully done many
acts of kindmess. Having enjoyed their

lensant home for six months, 1 expect to
find the six months that Mr. and Mrs.
Grant wil bis absent very long indeed for I
have not the contented disposition of my
companion at Princestown, and do not like
being alone., Miss A. came down on the
Saturday that our friends left us, and did
her best to comrort me, but I have not seen
her since. As Saturday is the only day we
can get away, we do not sec each other as
we would like.

Ourschool has been very well attended
sinceo the beginning of the year. In April the
average was 151, and in May 169, so you see
it is getting better all the time. In Jan.
Mr. Grant succeeded in getting over twenty
childven from Taruba estate, but lately sev-
eral of them have been sent to work in the
cane fields, so you sce how difficult it is to

et the estate childvento school. The chil-
ren in town attend more regularly, for by
continual conxing we ‘‘gather them in.”

Last Sunday, after ~ Sabbath school, I
walked to Union Hall estate about two miles
distant, taking with me a number of Sabbath
school papers which I distributed to the
children who seemed delighted with them,
although many of them could notread. Quite
a number of the children on this estate come
to our school, and next morning I was de-
lighted to see two new children who on Sun-
day had promised to come to school if Igave
them papers. I also visited the hospital, but
only found one or two who could understand
English.

In Mr, Grant’s district there is a larger
nwnber of Indians who speak English than
in any other part of the mission field, so I
generally get along very well with the young
people, although of course,l often meet many
o]lder ones who cannot understand me, nor I
them.

LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.

For the Maritime.

Prcrov, July 16, 1890.

A few days before we left Trinidad, my as-
sistant, the Rev. Lal Bebari, retutned home
after an absence of nearly three months. e
spent March in Grenada, and April and May
in 8t. Lucia, and during the whole time he
was at work amongst his East Indian friends
in these islands. e converses freely in Eng-
lish, and reads intelligently any English book
that comes to hand, but as it is with extreme
reluctance he writes in our language, I pro-
mised to send in a Lrief account of his visit
from facts furnished by him.

Grenada is about ninety.miles north o



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

23L

Trinidad. There is one Presbyterian Church
there in St. George, in connection with the
Established Church of Scotland. Quite five
years ago, the Rev. Mr, Muiv took up Indiau
work in addition to his ordinary pastoral
duties, and on his appointment 1o Demerdra
two years ago, his successor, Rev, James
Rae, resolved vivorously to prosccute the
work alveady in progress, and thrcugh the
aid of natives, furnished chielly by ourselves,
he has bad considerable success, and just be-
fore we left applied for another catechist, but
I regret to sny we had not oneto spare. Lal
Behari thinks that there are probably 1500
Indians in Grenada,  The Presbyterinusalone
do any special work amongst them. Their
principal station is Samaritan, about twenty-
five miles distant from St. George. There
the ludian people have a neat building, pro-
vided cl\ie(ry through their own exertions
which serves both for schnol and church pur-
poses. The Babu says ‘“‘my host Jadusingh, a
prosperous shopkeeper and elder, gave the
site, and contributed very liberally to the
building fund. Seunarayan, the catechist,
labours ™ with faithfuluess and acceptance.—
The people generally have their own little
holdings and cultivate cocoa. The school,
which is mixed, has a daily attendance of
about 100. The average attendance at the
service on Sabbath evening be gives at sixty.
Few places can show such results in so short
a time with such a limited agency. Although
very few houses ave visible from the Church,
yet without a bell to summon them, at the
appointed hour they come forth from their
solitary homes in the Hills, by paths, to wor-
ship the living God in company. I visited
every Christian home, and read the Word of
God, and prayed with the inmates.”

At Guyave, a less important station, the
Missionary spent a few days, and at other
places also preached the word. He believes
that the mission there conducted is doing
very well, and speaks in the highest terms o*
the deep concern shown by Mr. Rae for-its
prosperity, who even declared his readiness
to resign rather than relinquish this enter-
prise.

The report of the St. Lucia Mission will be
sent in later. Saffice to sav at present that
the work is advancing satisfactoxily, and Mr.
Crapper, who fostered it from the beginoing,
and now supervises it, deserves much praise
for the prudence and zeal with which he has
directed it.

K. J. GraxT.
EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MISS
GRAHAM.
Sax Ferxanpo, May 5, 1890,
Dear Mrs. Rice:
Many thanks for the kind letter and nice

cards which I have received. Will you
please thank the girls whose names arec on
the paper as having each given so many
cards, Altho a little late for Xmas, yeb
when did children over refuse a pretty card,

During March I enrolled 232 pupils and
had an average of 146, although there was a
great deal of sickness: Then so many of the
children being ill T of course had an extra
amount of visiting to do.

slr, Grant and family are now going home
and besides being very lonely I shall havo
additional burdens of care on my weak
shoulders. Mrs. Grant has been kindness
itsolf to mo sincoe my coming here, which
has made life less lonely for me. If you
have leisure please remember this lonely
person when Mr, Grant and family are away.

Very sincerely yours,
Magaie GRAlIAM,

A PRACTICAL TEST.

One of the Sceretaries of the Board of
Home Missions lately met in a frontier town
a man who had been a disciple of Ingersoll,
but who was beginning to distrust his teach-
er and to reject especially his denuuciations
of Presbyterianism :

“T have been,” he said, “‘in many a fron-
tier town, and in all of them found Bob’s
speeches, his Ingersollia and Choice Extracts;
but persons and properby were not safe there,
society remained in a chaotic state, worals
were shocking, and human life was of little
value. I have witnessed, on the other hand,
the advent of Presbyterian preachers to those
same towns, and have seen them cveating a
S bbath, closing mauy of thr saloons and
brothels, causing a good society to crystallize
around their churches, rendering persons and
property safe, and bringing beauty out of
chaos, order from confusioun,and sweet homes
from hells on earth. Depend upon i$, In-
gersoll is a great fraud, leading the young
and inexperienced into paths that lead to
misery here and into perdition hereafter.”

OVERWORK.

We hear a deal about overwork in these
days. In all professions and callings multi-
tudes are complaining that they are driven
to death. In some cases this ground is well
taken, but in most cases it is vot overwork,
but overworry, or overeating, or needless ex-
posure, or over indulgence of the appetites
that is zending the people to the hospital,
the mad-house, and premature graves. Body
and miod are so constituted that they will
endure an immenge amount of work if proper
care is taken of the health.—New York
Christian Advocate.,
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SERMON BY REV. JOHN McNEILL.

fROW WELL NORATIUS KEPT THE BRIDGE IN
THE BRAVE DAYS oF 0LD.” Nehemiah vi.

As workers for God, and cspecially as
those who have a special work in view, let
us turn to Nchemioh, the Gth chupter, and
congider how it fared with him ; the diflicul.
ties he encountered ; how through grace he
remained steadfast, and made all difficultics
only feed the flame of prayer to God, and of
zeal for the welfare of Jerusalem.

Eara’s special work was to recover the
ruin and the disaster that tad befallen the
temple, and eet up again the routine and
ritual of the worship of God in that dear old
hallowed Q]nce. Neheminh comes in the due
courgo of God’s providence after him; and
his work is, you remnember, the building up
of the walls of Jerusalem. He cane from
Shushan, where he was cup-bearer to the
Persian monarch. You remember he intro-
duced himself to thenobles,his countrymen in
Jerusalem, ile took awalk by night alone
around the city. He saw how fire had laid
waste the walls and destroyed the gates.
After this he called the people of God to-
gether ; they caught his own patriotic, God-
inspired zeal, and said, “*The God of heaven,
He will prosper us, Therefore we His ser-
vants will arise and build * At the very be-
ginning they had to face olsjectors, they had
to face those who were envious ; but they
faced them firmly and uncomprisingly then,
and all through, *Ye,” they said co these,
‘‘ye, have no portion, nor right, nor memo-
rial in Jernsalem.”

As we read on, we note a list, a leaf, as it
has been called, taken out of the contractor’s
note-book, in the third chapter ; where we
see all the people busy on the wall, high and
low, rich and poor, men and women, ladies
and gentlemen ; all working away busily re-
pairing the walls, closing up the breaches,
and getting veady for the finishing touches,
zuttiug up the gates, with the doors and

ars.

When we come to the fourth chapter, we
find the difficulties increasing. Their ene-
mies no longer confining themselves to sncers,
threats, and taunts ; but gathering together
and threatening to fall upon them with force
of arms. This, you remember, is met by
Nehemiah, He orpanizes his builders into
soldiers. They work with sword and trowel
ready at a moment’s notice to leave their
actuai work of building, and to rally to the
trumpot note of danger.

So we read on thiongh, until the fifth
chapter, where we find Nehe niah doing a
work that has w.ore application for usto-day,
although we cannot do anything more than
just to mention iv. The rich had been op-

1

pressing the poor, althongh thoy wore all
suffering from the common calamity, and all
brought back fromexile. At this, Nchemi-
ah’s blood boiled, and his spirit burned with-
in him : and he made what we shonld call
to-day a Iudicrously senseless proposition,
namely, that the rich should disgorge, and
hand back the lends they had appropriated.
Strange to sany, the Spirit of God was so
with him that the thing was done ; and the
rich, in a burst of enthusiastic brotherhood,
restored to their poorer brethren their olive-
yards, vineyardsand houses.

‘I'hen we come to the chapter before us, in
which we have some of account how Nehe:
miah withstood opposition of a very subtle
kind. “Now it came to pass, when Sanbal-
lat and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian,
and the rest of our enemics, heard that 1 had
builded the wall, and that there was no
breach left therein; (though at that time I had
not set up the doors upon the gates;) that San-
ballat aud Geshern sent unto me, saying,
Come, let us meet together in some one of
the villages of Ono. But they thought to do
me mischief. And I sent inessengers unto
tuem, saying, I am doing a great work, so
that I cannot come down : why should the
work cease whiie I leave it and come down
to you? Yet they sent unto me four times
after this sort ; and I answered them after
the same manner,”

Notice that these enemies of Nehemiah,
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem were of a
bastard race and religion, The one featare
prominent in them is hatred of the peace of
Jerusalem. Having tried, and failed, to
cause the work to cease by force, they now
resort to cunning.

Now, my friends, we are Israclites, snd
here in London ; and in our own hearts we
are called to set up the spiritual temple and
worship of God in our own souls ; and we are
called to build round about that temple the
wall of social, individual, family, and nation-
al nighteousness and peace. There is our
whole programme : that our own hearts
should be the temple of God, that our own
lives should be surrounded by a high wall
of practical godliness and righteousness. That
in politics and in business, in gocial life, in
family life, and religious life, we should all
put our hand to and build up the wall that,
alas ! alas ! lies waste and broken down in
all directions. The more we do that, the
more we shall find Nehemiah’s testimony
rings out even to this day with trampet
clearness ; and the nearer we come to him—
this grand old worker for God—the very
light that shines in his eyes, I trust will
kindle in ours, and we, too, shall grasp the
sword and trowel and bend our backs, get
rid of our indifference, which is so ungedly,
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which is so unmanly, which is so unpatriotie,
and put onr hand to the work for Ged avd
the citics of our land. Are laziness and lust
to eat up the West Eud?  Are poverty,
drunkenness, and never-ending toil to swal.
low up the East End 2 Are death and hell
to prevail in God’s England—God’s London ?

Said Nehemiah in his day *No ! no, not, if
I can help it. And says every truc Israclito
in Regent Square this morning, ““No | not if
I can help it 1”

Well, to come to the history, when Ne-
hemiah was coming to an end, and thought
he had got through all his difficulties, San-
ballat and the others came wheedling and
coaxing, and they said, ¢“Come, Nehemiah,
let us meot together in one of the villages in
tho plain of Ono.” And.they sent messen-
gers four times to try, if they could, to pre-
vent the thorough fulfilinent and accom.
plishing of God’s work and Nehemiah’s de-
sipns. Anything they would do, the ene-
mies of Nehennah, as our enemiesalso would
do, to diminish our zeal for God and truth
und vighteousness, Thus we might para
phrase the argunments used : ‘‘Now, Nehe-
miah, you really are & most excellent man
and, though we say it ourselves, we, too, are
excellent men ; and if we can only just meet
together in a quiet little spot, we shall soon
settle everything, You see, Nohemiah, we
have misunderstood one another—a very
common thing famong good people, You
thought we were against you, but there nev-
er was a greater mistake. We werg misre-
presented. Come now, and let us shake
hands ; and when we have looked into each
other’s faces, we shall discover amidst ap-
parent diversity of purpose that our hearts,
our aims, were really one, that we are seek-
ing the same object.,” After such fashion,
we can imagine they thought to draw Nehe-
miah from his purpose. ¢‘But they thought
to do me mischief,” says Nehemiah. And
Nehemiah.answers themn after a Scotch fash-
ion—if you ask us one question we ask youn
another—Nehemiah says, ¢Why should the
work cease, whilst I leave it, and come
down to you?” Let them put that in their
pipe and smoke it; in the meantime he
shouls go on with the worx, ¢*Why should
the work cease, whilst [ leave it, and come
dowan to you ?” .

And you will find the more you buckle to
God’s work—that is to say, to strive to be
first of all a stcrling. righteous mun in lip
and life, in thought, in word, and deed—and
the more you try to recover the blight and
disaster in London or reurd about you, the
more you will find opposticn of different
kinds, and perbaps to-day the secret, sly,
and cunning opposition which is to be dread-
ed far more than the open, the overt.

I wonder how many invitations you will
get to parties this week ?  because I want
you to work for God in this coming ten days’
mission. Very likely never 30 inuny as this
week, and never so plausibly couched, ask.
ing you to come out to sce some fricnds in
tha northern or western suburbs, ‘“We have
a nice little party this week. Come down,
don’t be righteous overmuch,  Don’t spoil
yourself, and take all the pleasure out of
life.” What do yoy think yourself ? I think
that should be easily answered, shouldn't it ?
Let us make up our mind and heart to work,
work, work. ““Why should I let the work
cease, and come down to you ; g0 as to weak-
en my interestin God’s work, and hinder my
pace in theactual doing of God’s work ? Here
is the test and touchstone. How do these
things tell upon the work ? Do $hey lower
my temperature, and take away my energies
from God’s work.  Thea they are of the
devil ; and to see that, is to be kept right.

“I am doing a great work.” It is easy to
misur.Jerstand a man like Nehemiah; he
speaks 8o straight. *Why,” one might say,
“listen how this man rolls out his I's.”
That is a misunderatanding. Every soul, no
matter how humble, if engaged in this work
of testifying for truth and righteousness, is
doing a great work. DMy brother, my sister,
remember there is nothing small or low or
mean aboutit. Angels and archangels might
envy the doing of the work that lies around
on every hand in London to-day. I am sure
that if they got the chance, angels would
soon change heaven for earth, and would be
here, legions of them, ii God only took the
work out of our hands and gave it to them,

We are engaged in a great work, and nine-
tenths of us don’t understand it.  And it is
because we have low, paltry views of the
high calling whereunto we ave called, and
we are 80 easily whirled around like weather-
cocks, and drawn aside by every temptation
that comes in our way. * We take up God's
work, and then we run away, making a hun-
dred excuses. Something of time, something
of earth, something.of self-is always proved
to be more urgent than that wark for which
Christ died} and the Holy Ghost is given.
But Nehemiah$ said, “I am engaged in a
great work, and cannot come down. Why
should the work cease ?” “Let the dead bury
their dead,” but stick to your work!

“Yet they sent unto me four times after
this sort, and I fanswered them after the
same manner,”Good old Nehemiah ! may his
number be increased !

‘‘Tben sent Sanballat his servant unto me
in like manner the fifth time with an opens
lettor in his hand ; wherein was written, it is
reportcd among ’the heathen, and Gashmu

saith it, that thou and the Jews think to xe.
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bell : for which cause thou buildest the wall,
that thou mayest be their king.” “And
thou hast also appointed prophets to preach
of theo at Jerusalem, saying, There is a
king in Judah : and now shall {t be reported
according to these words. Come now, there-
fore, and let us take counsel together.”
Anything, then, to get him off that wall.
Anythiug to prevent those gates from being
set up. Anything, cverything, rather than
the prosperity aud the peace of Jerusalem.
“Then 1 sent unto him, saying, There are no
such things done as thou sayest, but thou
feignest them out of thine own heart. For
they all made us afraid, eaying, their hands
shall be weakened from the work, that it be
not done. Now therefore. O God, strength-
en my hands.”

Now we sce from this the great blessing
of having pure motives and clean hands!
How it gives guidance in perplexities when
we arc able to say like Nehemiah, when we
are able to say like Paul*One thing I do.”
My heart is united, my purposes ave gather-
ed together and {focussed on one thing. My
energies are not divided. I have one end in
view, one thing to think about. Wherever
I am, wherever I travel, night or day, rain
or shine, I, likv Nehewmiah, have God’s work
to do ; and until that is done, nothing shall
seduce me to give it up.

How it enabled Nehemiah to speak out
plainly, “For,” said he, *‘there are no such
things done as thou sayest, but thou feign-
est them out of thine own heart.” Clem
speaking.

“Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel

just ;

And ke but paked, though locked up in
steel,

Whose conscience with injustice is corrupt-
ed.”

Ob, for this whole-heartedness in the
cause of God ! When our strength is like
the strength of ten, because our heart is
steadfast, our motives puve: then we are
not driven abou, here and there by every
wave, and by every wind, but there comes
unto us a solid strength, an unshakableness,
like the unshakableness of Nehemiab, and
that greater than Nehemish, the Son of God,
who, when on carth, said to the Tobiahs of
His day, “Go and tell that fox I work
cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third
day Ishall be perfected.” ¢TI have a bap-
tism to be baptized with, and how am }
straitened until it be accomplished.” “I seek
not mv own will, but the will of Him that
sent Me.”

» Nehemiah said, “I will not cease doing
the work, for I am sure it is not for my own
personal ends, it is not for my own aggran-

disement, my own vain glory. There are no
such things as thou sayest, but thou feignest
them out of thire own heart.”

How it should give us courage when peo-
ple tallk ! Thers is a motto engraved over
the gateway of Marnischal Gollege, Aberdeen:
“They say ! What do they say? Let them
say I You have it here to-day. ¢*MeNeill,
they say.” Well, what do they say? Let
them say ! Aund they come to you Cnristian
workers who are here bending your backs to
the wo.k, and ‘‘they say” you are doing this
for your own praise. But do not listen;
bend and work ; don’t give your cars to
every idle gossiper. They say, “Obh, but
Geshem says ! Well, Geshemis only a bigger
liar than the rest!

They shot sore at poor Nehemial, when
they said, ‘‘Nehemiah, it is your own glory
that leads you on in this work, not zeal for
God.” * And don’t think Nehemiah did not
feel this ; that message came with a thump
to him. And what preserved him? His in-
tegrity and invocence. He could lift up his
voice, and say, *“It isa lie;it is not true.
Do as you like ! Say what you like! T know
whom I am serving. You may try all man-
ner of meaps, but you will never shake me
from this, that God has seut me here, given
me this work to do; and in His name I give
myself to it, with singleness of heart and
eftort.”

“For they all made us afraid, saying,
Their hands shall be weakened from the
work, that it be not done.”

I believe the last and dreadful day will
show that not a few were frighteued fromn
God’s work by— ‘‘they say.”

Now, if we had more Nehemiahs, these
gossipers would not be so successful, If
God promote you, and make you prominent
in His work, remember it is He who does it;
and you must stay at your post, do your
day’s work, and leave your reputation in the
hands of the Lord. If people cannot make you
leaveoff your work. If you draw back, they
willstillgo on talking—people whohave noth-
ing else to do, aml who are ever wanting to
talk. They always have plenty to say.
And if they go behind you and stab your re-
putation in the back, don’t go back looking
for them : leave your reputation to God.
Soon they will meet Him face to face,
Stand out to the front. Do your work, and
leave your credit and reputation to your
Master. Itis a profitless business, begin-
ning to defend yourself from all they say—a
profitless business,

Then come another temptation :—¢‘After-
ward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the
son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabeel, who
was shut up ; and he said, Let us meet to-
gether in the house of God, within the tem-
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ple : for they will come to slay thee ; yea, in
the night will they come to slay thee. And
1 =aid, Should such a man as I fiee ?and who
i there that, being as I am, would go into
the temple to save his life? I will not go
in.’ .
That was a subtle temptation. For, I
think, this man, this Shemaidh, was a man
who had a particular reputation for wisdom
and prudence ; at any rate, Nehemiah yield-
ed somewhat to him, for he went to his
house to consult with hLim; .and Shemaish
said to Nehemiah, ‘Let us mect together in
the house of God, and let us shut the doors
of the te.nple.

¢Oh, Nehemiah ! he would say. “Now
you are wrong, Nehemizh. You will allow
me to speak plainly with you. Noovody re-
joiced more than I did when you came from
Persia, and I rejoice to sec whav is going on
at Jerusalem. But the position is far differ-
ent from what you thiuvk. And I have been
here longer than you ; and T kuow the cur-
rents of thought and feeling, which you
don'c know anything about. And. believe
me, that sometimes the round about road is
the nearest ; and sometimes to go straight
tramping on, you know, 13 the way never to
reach what you want® You are carrying
things, they think, with too high a hand.
But if you would take time, stop, and let
things blow over a little : you will get it
done far more easily. Believe me, Nehemi-
ah, I know the temper of this people {and
here he spoke truly), and I tell you they are
against you, and are going to seek your life.
Now let us meet together in the temple, and
let us shut the doors of the temple : for they
will come and slay thee.” 4

And Nehemiah said to him, “‘Should such
aman as I flee ?”” He virtually stood up snd
said, ““What, Nchemiah fleeing after all he
has gone through! Get thee behind me,
Satan! Thou savourest not of the things
that be of God, but those that be of men.”
The sume temptation came to the greater
than Nehemiah, to the greatest Worker that
ever God sent to work and to ‘*pray-for the
peace of Jerusalem,” even the Lord Jesus
Christ. ‘And as with the Master, so with
the servant. The servant will be tempted
and seduced in every way, that the work
nray cease, that the temperature, the heat of
our zeal may go down, and the worse may
appear the better reason, and carry us away
from our post.

Some men go to the temple, but to them
it ig simply a coward’s castle, This is about
all thet God gets from some of us. We go
sneaking into our churches on the Sunday,
but not to do God's work. God pity you!
You never stand up for Him out there on
London wall, Thisis what they like, Oh,

“gular services.

to get iuio the church upon the Sabbath.day!
Oh, to get the doors shut, and to try to for-
get all the misery thatis onttide, and the
call of God to work in the world around you!
You would get into the house of Geod, join
in the service, and

©Sit and sing yourselt away

To everlasting bliss.”
Exactly ! Well, this invitation from Shem-
aiah to go into the temple was not good
enough for Neheminh—and he was about as
devout 2 man as most of us, He was a man
who feared God with all his heart, didu’t he?
But they were going to make the temple a
coward’s castle.

Listen, brother! I will bring it nearer to
us. There is some young fellow here hard
beset with his surroundings. You are set
there on that commercial bit of wall, to be
true, to be honest, to unfurl the flag there,
and to work with and for God there. Aad
the battle is thickening, and coming to you
in your business ; the devil as an angel of
light is trying to get you to leave your work
and go and study for the ministry! Gointothe
temple-to save your life. It was that kind of
thing that was happening to the
early Church. Men and women were
going to leave the cooflict and strug-
gle, to run away into cloisters and
convents, with their “dim, religious light.”
Axnd so you would go and shut yourself up to
a life of contemplation, yousay, Ttisalla
delusion ; it is all moonshine ; it won’t do-
Let us see how Nehemiah acted when asked
to go into the temple. He would have been
spoiled had he yielded to that temptation. He
no doubt loved the house of God, the wor-
ship of Godas we do. e love all its re-
How sweet it is to us to
meet together, to hold communion, to join in
our solemn feasts and hymns of love and
praise ! But that ison Sabbath days. And
the end for which we mcet is to strengthen
us for the work of testifying for God and
Christ. “‘Be faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.”  Oh, for Nechem-
iab’s fidelity to-day! *“Should such a man
asIflee? And whois there that, being as I
am, would go into the temple to save his
life 2 I will not goin.” It was the devil as
anangel of light. “‘And, lo,” said Nehemiah,
I perceived that God had not sent him;
but that he pronounced this prophecy
against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had
hired him.” So let each one of us,
his calling wherein he is called, therein abide
with God.

1& ver.—*‘So the wall was finished in the
tweo iy and fifth day of the month Elul, in
fifty and two days.” And it came to pass,
that when all our enemies heard thereof, and
all the heathen that were about us saw these
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things, they were much cast down in their’
own eyes : for they Eerceived that this work
was wrought of our Ged.”

WThat 15th verse hasa ring init like a
clarion.  “‘Sv the wall was finished.” Their
work was completed ; it was done, all done,
thoroughly done, men aud devils notwith-
standing,  ‘‘So he built the wall.” We
don’t see much just now. There is a great
deal of waste and breskdown and debris ; but
let every soul be faithful in God’s work, and,
be sure of it, the day is coming wher the
truth will be brought vut, for ‘‘Greater is Fe
thu,t’, is for us, than all that can be agoinst

That kingdom is coming, wnd our business
is to set 1t up here in Londen, and day and
night to toil vn and work on, never to give
up, fcr “there is no discharge in this war.”
It may not be in my time, or my children’s
after me; but the work will be dove. As
truly as God lives, as surely God lives, the
crowning day is coming by-and-bye, and I
shall be crowned, and so will you, if you do
your day's work sc-day.  You will be there
when the shout fills the universe, ¢‘7%his wall
is finished ! Hallelujah ' “The kingdoms
of this world have become the kingdoms of
our God, and of His Christ;" and ye shall
reign with him for ever and cver.

Jerusalem is yet to fill the whole earth
with her godliness and righteousness. And
so the wall was fimshed in spite of all. May
we get the hope and the confidence of it to-
day ! When there is so much din and noise
that one can hardly be sure of his little bit
of building, being buildiog at all.  If we
could see with God's eyes, we should see far
more around us of God's work and prepara-
tion for the coming kingdom than we are

giving Him credit for, or ourselves either. .+

Now, let us take a last look at Nehemiah
for the present, as we see him in the last
poaragraph.  “Moreover in those days the
nobles of Judah sent masny letters unto To-
biah, and the letters of Tcbiah came unto
them.” WNow here is the point : “For there
were many in Jodah swore unto him, because
he was the son-in-lawe of Shechaniah the son
of Arah ; and his son Johnavan had taken the
daughter of Mechullam the son of Berechiahs
Also they reported his good deeds before me»
and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah
sent letters to put ine in fear.” YWhat is
that? I think I sce Nehemiah with his note-
book in his hand after the work was all
finished, and he is turning over and goin,
throngh in his mind all that he had done an
suffered. And he is thinking over it all, and
wondering what made all the opposition to
the building of these walls.  *I never could
rightly uuderstand,” he would say, “why
that was such a tough job, and why there

were continnally thinge coming aé;ainst my
legs to trip me up from unexpected quarters,
I felt some one was not fighting fair, that
the enemy had got int- our own camp and
was fighting against me unfairly.” And it
was the mother-in-law that was the whole
secret. They—families of God’s people and
their enemies—were married and intermarri-
ed with each other; and g0 they had their
gragpling-irons on the Israclitish vessel.
And they pulled the vessel close by this in-
ter-marriage relationship, and they got on
board, and could not be kept off. y this
marriage relationship Tobiah had got in with
tha very chief of them, aud so struck hard
and constautly at Nehemiah. And it was
through this marriage relatiouship they tried
to get at Nehemiah and pull him down, and
thus cause God’s work to cesse,

Says Christ, ‘I am notcome to send peace,
bnt a sword ; to set the father against the
son, and the daughter against the mother,
and the mother-in-law against the daughter-
in-Jaw : and a man’s foe shall be those of his
own household.” Indeed, you will oft-
times be faitly perplexed. You say, “I feel
the devil at my elbow, and he is whisperin
in my ear with my own flesh and blood, ang
would overcome me unless I set watch with
vigilance.” This same thing is working to-
day. Now, for example, I know a young
fellow, he started with great vigour to build
the wall, especially to build the total abstin-
ence wall.  But but by-and-bye he married
a daughter of a wine murchant, and that
brought the building to astop. Yes, He
says now he thinks there are a great many
excellent people among the brewers. Was
not that the kind of thing they said to Nehe-
mish?  “Moreover, they reported Tobiah’s
good deeds,” and they said thisand said that
about him. “And now » I fancy Nehemiah
saying, I am so glad that I was faithful.
Sometimes I thought that I was over strict
and made no »llowances. But now I am
able to see how they were all jumbled to-
gether. Lord, I thank Thee for keeping me
so stern and uncompromising as I was. If
it had not been for Thee, they would have
cut the ground from under my feet, I would
have been swept away by them.” So you
haveit. Very innocent-looking things may
seduce you and take the backbone out of
you. You have got married to a Church of
England girl—a new sect to you—and yon
were origivally a Presbyterian. You were
very striet, but now you are quite the op-
posite ; ard now you make great excuses for
ritualism. And why is this? Xt is all the
influence of the mother-in-law! She is the
cause of it.  Your own heart’s affections are
as Presbyterian as ever they were. But you
have got to be a coward. You dare not say



THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN. 237

“‘cheep” ; your marriage has put on you a
<hain, and the mother-in‘law has the pulling
of the end of it !

Once upon a time you here used to be
what is called “‘strict.” Your friends called
you old-fashioned and Puritanical. Rut
lately you got married, and that has brought
you into close contact with a class of people
with whom you had little or no dealings be-
fore. You had nothing in common. And,
‘to make a long story short, you were at the
theatre the other evening—with your moth-
er-in-law.  She has soon called you in off the
wall ! Everything is altered now. And in-
stead of your going over to carry war into
the enemy’s camp, they have come unto you,
and you have purred like a pussy-cat where
before you werebold and outspoken : and the
mariow of principle is_being thereby sucked
out of some of you. You need to be spoken
to, and I would that my words were like
fire, and would burn. Oh ! that some of you
would come back to your earlier faith, en-
thusiasm'in God’s work, and the blond heat
of your early zeal. TFor now you are as
pambypamby as the devil could wish.

“I used to think,” says another, ‘‘very
harshly of those who didn’t hold my views.
But now I have learnt to be charitable.
have discovered that many things which 1
thought were essential are only accidental.”
Softly, my friend : ’twas the mother-in-law
made the discovery. You have gone off on
that charitable dodge. Ak, God’s Word has
an eye in every direction.

“‘Also they reported his gnod deeds before
me” and as good as said, ““We know Tobiah;
and Nehemiah, you are wrong about him al-
together. He is an excellent man, and he
gave five shillings to that; and he is a won-
derful fellow altogether. He is wonderfully
like yourselt.” Really it is such a pity that
two such good men should not meet together
and shake hands. But they never could, and
Nehemiah kept his hands behind his back
and said, “I choose my own company. I
kuow the hands of these fellows too well,”

Now long ago I was astonished at one
whom I thought would be the last to play
fast and loose with the Atonement and In-
spiration, and with the need of conversion,
and with the eternity of punishment. But
now be is off the wall. And why? Because
he is married into a certain circle where
everything is loose and worldly ; and instead
of his bringing his new circle of friends up,
they have brought him down. And now to
see him gliding along the down-grade—with
his mother-in-faw—is_partly ladicrous, and
partly saddening, and wholly contenptible,
P’m afraid there was more backbonein Nehe-
miah’s little finger than in the whole anatomy
of people I shall not name—but you can all

Le busy thinking. For all the reasons you
should make this principle the touchstone of
all friendships, and everything. How does
it tell on the work of God? How does it tell
on my walk ? Does it cool or increase me in
love to God, and in love for His righteous
cause and His unchanging Truth ? May God
bless the word-!

HOME MISSIONS AND CIVILIZATI(ON,

The following, though written more espe-
cially regarding the \Western Territories of
the United States is just as applicable to our
own North-West, and will, we trust, help to
foster an interest in our Home Mission
work.—Ed.

There are some things as certain as the
sunrige. Fire burns; sin curses; intemperance,
licentiousness, and gambling are the burdens
of lawlessness and crime. They are them-
selves crime Virtue snd bappiness ‘walk
together. In every community prosperity is
liuked with morality and piety. The Gospel
of our Lord is the divinely appointéd remedy
for every form of sin and lawlessness. The
movements of civilization in all this North-
western country have but one speech or lan-
guage on this subject. The scttlement of
every town and hamlet reiterates the truth
which our people farther East are in danger
of forgetting, or at least failing to realize.
History on this point is nnvarying,

Disease always fastens on the weakest out-
post of life. Lawlessness will develop itself
where restraint is feeble.  So crime basetns
to the frontier, where government is feeble
and unorganizel. There it finds its victims,
and the largest immunity from punishment
or restraint. The enemy of all righteous-
ness pioneers our civilization. This may not
be complimentary to our commercial and re-
ligious life, but it is nevertheless true.

Among the first buildings in every town
are the saloon and gambling house. = Some-
times they nre‘the first, and almost always
these twin demons of evil are the dominating
power in the coming town, for a time at
least.

Our missionary route lies through a village
built up on one long street.  On that atreet
there arc three places of legitimite business
—a meat market, drog storc and house of
merchandize. Every other building is Ia-
belled in flaming letters “'saloon.” They are
in the large majority. The merchandise
(food and medicinal supplies) are of small
consequence. The saloon is regarded as the
ever present pecessity, the ubiguitous ard

omnipotent power in the town.  There is



238 THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

scarcely more chance for the wman who has
been enslaved by lhe drink habit to go
through that street in safety, than there
would be for a lost soul to traverse perdition
without being singed.  You cin't wade the
ocean withous getting wet. Hence an caru-
est Christian ~ gentleman  said recently,
“Tight out of ten of the yorng men coming
here break down under the strain.”  They
fall by the wayside, oc entering the ways
that are devious are trading to-day on the
verge of perilous depths,

The home missionary reaches this town
about this time.  The whole atmosphere is
loaded with a moral miasma that 1s offensive
to all Christian taste. He has, however,
“‘come to the kingdom for such a time as
this.” After a survey of the field he plants
the Gospel guns in the only available posi-
tion, in o public hall over the saloon. Quiet-
ly his work begins. There are alimostalways
a few who have not bowed the knee to Baal.
They welcome the missionary as they wel-
come the rains on these arid niountains.

Face to face these two autagonisms, the
mission band and the saloon, meet each
other, The saloon has the money, the de-
praved appetites of men, the pre.empted
ground, and the crowd ; but the missionary
has the ear, the heart, and the hand of the
mighty God of Jacob, He has the sword of
the Spirit and the hand of faith with which
to hold it. He has the conscience of the vil-
est sinver, and the awakeuning memory
among the revilers of other days, of child-
hood’s home and Sabbaths,

‘The contest seems to sight to be an un-
equal one, bub to faith the result iz assured
to righteousness. The financial resources of
iniquity are large, while those of righteous-
ness are meagre. A bare support for .the
Home Missionary, which would fall many a
time were it not for Gad’s ravens; while
thousands of dollars pour into the saloon.
The “‘litule flock” whowm God is teaching to
“fear not,” must skivmish around for loog-
stools, beards, and a few cast-off chairs to ac-
commodate their enlarging cirgle. The fat
saloon with its costly mirrors® 1its blazing
chandeliers, clinking glasses, blaring music,
and hilarions crew, challenges the Home
Mission poverty in the upper room. To a
looker-on the contest is gquite unequal, with
all the chances in favor ofthe “lowerregions.”
'To faith the battle wearsa different hue, and
and the outcome is assured for the praying
band. Believing prayer not only reaches
upward, heaven-ward, but dowaward, per-
ditionwrrd.

The report goes out that one of God’s min-
itters—one of “the stars that He holds in
His right hand”—is in town. The rumor
draws, The ranchman who had long sulked

for the want of a leader, creeps out of his
place of concealment uiles away, and on a
bright Sabbath morning is found in the
small audience in the upper room,

The singing and prayer awaken strong
emotions ; and while the sweet story is told,
a mighty ferment is going on ingide the
rancher’s jacket. He can scarcely follow the
preacher, for the crowd of memories that
rnsh upon him like the coming in of ocean’s
tide. For ten years he has heard nothing so
sweet, 50 home-like, so refreshing! The
messago of life drops deep within and plays
with the fibres of his soul.  The indelible
engravings wrought on his boyhood life by
mother’s hand, that has been covered by the
dust and grime of years, are swept clean once
more. Men:ory hears the old lessons again.
There is a sweet breaking up in that rugged
soul, and the tears of penitence rain down
the bronzed face. He does not want to do
it, nor to refrain from doing it. The clay is
now in the hand- of the potter, and is receiv-
ing th¢ divine fashioning. One more recruit
is enlisted. 1t is the eunlistment of a ~oul.
Ah ! reader, think of that ! A soul redeemed,
enlisted for God and His civilization ; and all
the ranch goes with its owner into the
growth and power of that little flock. No
cathedral with its silver-tongued preacher,
its thundering harmony of music, its stately
ritual and responses, is half sa resplendent
with glory, with mellow touches from the
heavenly world, as that little upper room
over the saloon.

As the work goes op, and recruits come in,
one, a little braver and more farseeing than
bis comrades, gives the word for an advance
movement. ‘““We must have shelter for the
flock. God has done great things, and can
do greater. Let us give Him a chance.”
Before the old year dies there is a Presby-
terian house of worship that will seat several
of the hundreds in that town.  The bell is
hung in the tower that ‘“‘rings out the old
and rings in the new year.” The lighthouse
of Gospel civilization is flinging its rays
across valley and mountaio.

The saloons are diminished by one-half,
and those that drive their infamous trade,
have erected screens, ag a public confession
of indecency. The fight is not over, but is
pushed into the enemy’s country : it is march
and.battie and victory, slow bat sura. Civ-
ilization hra come in. The machincry of”
government is up and is grinding the law-
lessness out of vagabondism.

The Northwest only wants, and is now
waiting for, a larger force to push the work
of Home Missions and civilization. O for the
young men who are willing to count in the
ravens as God’s alinoners, who are willing to
take standing room where there is only room
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to stand, who can not only discover but
crente opportunities: God knows their
names, where they are and what they are
doing. He is waiting for then to volunteer.
They would better niake haste lest He be
obliged to draft them. The battle is on.
There is to be no retreat. Victory is before
us, and is to be won on the ground where
the forces af ovil are to-day encamped.
—On the Frontier,

HOW THE PRESBYTERIANS GREW.

The history of the reformed Churches dur-
ing the lagt three hundred years has been a
singular illusivation of the text *The last
shall be first, and the first last.”” The fee-
blest and apparently the most insignificant
among them all was the Reformed Church of
Scotland. That *“ Jand of brown heath and
shaggy wood,” to which the French had
given the name of ““‘L'Kcosse la Suuvage” did
not probably nmmber more than balf a mil-
licn of prople. -

During the half-dozen previous reigns it
had passed through a constant succession of
troubles in consequence of the minority of
its kings,its civil wars, the contentions of its
rival clans, and its bitter strife with England.
It had little wealth, liitls commerce, little
learning, poor agriculture, a Church corrupt
beyond all precedent, and a nobility whose
greut object was to raise themselves and
keep down the king.

Through th> effurts of John Knox and his
coadjutors,the Presbyterian Church obtained
atemarkably firm hold of the Scottish peo
ple. Kuox, while & .most vehement hater of
popery and the mass, was far from bigoted
on thesubjectof church government. He him-
self held officr as o preacher fur several years
in the Church of Eagland. He was one of
the chaplaivs of King Edward VI, and
though he refused a bishopric for himself,
his sons were brought up in the Anelican
communion. .

All the world knows the struggles and suf-
ferings the Scotch people had to undergo for
the sake of their Presbyterian Church.  Its
very existence in the seventeenth century
was due to the endurance of the covenanters,
If prosperity at home and great enlargment
abroad cam be any compensation, they bave
been abundantly rewarded. For it is the
least awong the daughters of the Reformed
Church that has proved the great means of
spreading Presbyterianism over the world.
Little could anyone have foreseen this result,
What a different destiny the Reformed
Church of France apparently had at the
start from the Reformed Church of Scotland,

The Church of Calvin got a yery firm hold

-their Church.

of France, and bid fair to take the lead
among the Reformed Churches of Europe.
What a grand country, too, France was, as
compared with poor Scotlund, and gave
splendid men, especinlly among the laity—
Coligny, Duplessis-Mornay, and the like—
gave themselves heart and soul to the cause |
But France was simply overwhelmued by
avalanches of persecution.  Cruld any ca-
lamities have exceeded the massacre of St.
Bartholomew, in 1572, and the revoeation of
the Edict of Nantes in 1685 ? It was by her
refugees that France cuat~ibuted to extend
the Refoomed Church, enriching the blood
of other countries, as it were. and quizkening
their zeal by their very presence. In the
centre of Burope, the Reformed Church was
stroug in Huugary, Bokemia, anc other parts
of the Austrian Empive ; but here, too, the
light was literally quenched in blood. If
Holland and Germany had quieter times,
they did net bestir themselveswuch to spread
It is the Anglo-Saxon branch
of the Presbyterian family that bas proved
the “fruitful bough, whose branches run over
the.wall.”

In her own country, the Scottish Church,
which at its first General Assembly (1560)
had but six or seven ministers, hag now, in
its various branches, about 3,000. In the
seventeenth century, when the province of
Ulster was repeopled by colounists from Eng-
land and Scotland, who proved a trouble-
some and turbulent lot, some carnest.Scotcn
winisters went to labour ameng their coun-
trymen; a great revival followed their labors,
and a better stamp was put on Ulster, which
it has retained ever sincs.

This was the beginning of the Presbyte-
rian Church in Ireland, which now numbers
vearly 600 congregations. I‘hen lreland be-
came in turn a great coloniving country.
When its Presbyterian people spread to the
United States of America, they carried their
Church with them, and so did” the colonists
from Scotland.  And in the great Republic,
Presbyterianism has found a very congenial
home. It is essentially democratic, and the
soil and clirate of the United States have
fostered its growth. If weinclude Canada the
number of Presbyterian congregations in
North America is probably not less than 15,-
000. In most of the other colonies of Great
Britain it has a firm hold. The mission-fields
of China, Japan, India and Syria all have
their branches,

At home, too, there have b2en recent ex.
tensions. At the beginning of the reign of
Vietoria there were but a handful of ortho-
dox Presbyterian congregations in England ;
now there are three Yuundred. The Calviajs-
tic Methodists of Vales have adopted the
Presbyterian form ; they have 1,400 congre-
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gations and 600 ministers.

It has always been a point of great im-
portance with Presbyteviancs to give o thor-
ough cducation to their ministers. Whete
national umversities or other public colleges
exist, the undergraduate course is taken in
them ; but through theological institutions
of its own, each church makes provision for
the theological and pastorsl trainmg of its
ministers. From what has just been stated
it will be scen how the twenty millions of
Presbyteriansave mnade up, —=8el.

CHRISTIANS UNDER A CLOUD.

BY REV. THEODORE L, CUYLER.

Lvery Christian ought to live in the sun-
light of Chriet’s countenance. But there are
many who spend much of their time under
a cloud. Perhaps the reader of this article

is one of them ; and he does not seem to un--

derstand that it is his own fault that he does
not enjoy more assurance of hope, and more
of the joys thav are promised to believers.
My friend, this depiession that you com-

lain of is not the result of providential af.

ictions, or of any othes person’s sin; it is
the dircet resuls of you awn sin against both
you soul and your Savioar. Christ com-
mands you to believe Him, and +ou disobey.
He bids you lovk to Him, and you either
ghut your eyes, or else look elsewhere. He
He invites you t6 lean on His overlasting
arm, and you seek some prop of your own.
He promises that if vou seck the grace that
is sufficient for you, He will bestow it ; and
then you wsult him with doubts. Instead
of opening every window of your soul to the
gracious assurance of His lips, and the joy
of His presence, you have a pertinacious ha.
bit of barring up the wiodows and then com-
plaining that you live in the dark !

Aualyzo your own feelings honestly and
you must admit that your cloudy life is of
your own making. When you read the
eighth chapter of Romans, you perceive
where Paul found his peace, assurance, ra-
diant hope and abounding joy ; but there is
a pitiable self-conceit in your own heart
which pretends that what sufliced for Paul
is not clear enough, or strong enough, or ef-
ficacious enough for you! In addition to
this perverse view of yourself, there isa pers
verse obstivacy in your way of treating all
of Cirist’s offers and promises,  You hold
fast to your doubts, instead of holding fast
to Him, If you have ever chased a bat
around your parlor with a broomstick, you
have discovered that it was casier to keep
the bats out, than to try to expel them. Now,
when harassiug and tormenting doubts come
to the doors of ynur heurt, instead of bolting

the door against them, you let them in ; you
hatbor them. Doubting Christ is a sin ; ap?
a doubting thought must be treated as
Joseph treated au impure thought suggested
by a wanton woman ; he slammed the door
in the face of it. To every skeptical whis-
per of Satan, you must promptly say ‘‘vot
thee behind me”! Turn at once from the
devil’s suggestions to Christ’s clear declar-
ations. Cry unto Him for help and lay hold
of His promises, as sinking Peter stretched
forth his arms to Jesus. This wicked habit
of doubting and disbelieving your Lord, must
be dealt with as a tippler must deal with his
habit of indulging in bis wine or his whisky.
You must break it up. Tay hold with all
your might and main of your Bible—every
line in it that God has put there—and then
say to yourself ¢“If I go on any farther in this
way [ shall become a wretched infidel. I
will shalze off the first serpent of doubt that
tries to fasten on my hand, and I will fix
that hand on Christ. Lord ! I will cling to
Thee ; help Thou m to conquer this accur-
sed unbeliof 1”

I have somewhere read that the eminent
Swiss writer, Dr. Merle D’Aubigne, was
grievously troubled with doubts during his
student days. He went to his old experi-
enced teacher for help, The veteran refused
to discuss them, and said, ‘““Were { to rid
you of these doubts,others would come. There
iga shorter way of destroying them. Let
Jesus Christ be really to you the Son of God,
an almighty Saviour; and his light will dis-
pel the gm'kness and His spirit will lead you
into all truth.” The old man was right. He
saw that the young studentwas falling into a
sinful habit that would grow worse by tamper-
ing with it. To attempt to poke away clouds
with your own hand, is sheer folly; your
true course is to plant yourself in the clear
broad sunshine of Jesus Christ, and stay
there.” ““Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear,”
is a line that ought to be said or sung every
hour of the Christian’s life.

Some good people are the prey of naturally
despondent temperaments ; sach need a dou-
ble supply of grace, and must pray for it.
So muat they whose digestion 18 weak and
whose nerves are over-sensitive, The wor-
ries of businest or household cares, the loss
of sleep, or the derangement of the bodily
machinery, put such Christian folk under a
cloud pretty often. To-day they sing like
larks ; to-morrow the barometer goes down
and they are in the dumps again. Such
people shou® 1 !~ok after their bodily health
as a spivitnal duty. Moreover they should
keep their Christian faith where it would
not be exposed to every east wind, or
drenched to death by every showsr that falls.
Keep a good supply of tonic Bible-texts
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within reach ; and take them freely the next
time that an ague-fit comes on.

Thera is still another class of professed
Christians who davken their own lives by
wilful violation of Christ’s commandments.
Thoy sin away their hopes. The darkness
that over-shadows them is of their own mak-
ing. Their travsgressions, like a cloud,
separate between (od and their own soils;
Christ’s countenance is hidden as in a gloomy
eclipse. Perhaps, my desponding friend, thy
own backsliding has carried thee out of the
sunlight isto = the death-shadows. No
church member who negiects his Bible and
honest prayer, or who pursues crooked paths
in business, or who indulges in fleshly lusts,
or who is content to live in breach of his
sacramental vows, can ever expect to enjoy
a clear assurance of hope, or the sunshine of
Christ’s countenance. Bunyan describes a
melancholy group of backsliders groping
among the tombs ; and when “‘Christian” be-
held them, his eyes gushed out with tears.
Such wanderers may well cry out, “Where
is now my hope ?” 'There is no hope for all
biacksliders except when erring and fallen
Pver found his, and that is by speedy re-
pentance and return to a forsaken Saviour.
If thy sins have put thee under a cloud,then
return speedily unto Him who will abun.
dantly pardon ; and never rest until you get
back once more into the sunlight.

RELIGION IN THE FAMILY.

Among the many improvements and ad-
vantages of this wonderful age, there appears
to be one thing wnich cannot be classed with
either. It is the separation of the literary
and religious elements in the education of
the young. The tendency to this is percep-
tible not only in some of the institutions for
public instruction, but it is to be feared, to
a much greater extent than formerly in
Christiun families. The devotion to the
work of mental culture and physical train-
ing—Dboth highly important—is so exclusive,
as to leave but a slender margin for spivitual
improvemeut. For this, which lies at the
very foundation of Christian character, the
weekly Sabbath service is regarded as quite
sufficient. Such was not at all the view, of
our pious Puritan-Dutch and Buguenot an-
cestors. Were they mistaken, or are we, in
this matter? They obtained their ideas
from the Bible ; where did we get ours?
Their home training had been such, thal no
matter how adverse the circumstances of
their flight, and whatever elgse they lefs be.
hind them, the Word of God always accom-

anied them. Many of the little French
ioles which found their way to New Roch-
elle, were concealed from their persecutors,

being hidden in the back-hair of the women!

This, we are told, was right and proper
for them, Their circumstances were pecu-
liar. But the times have changed, and the
demand for secular instruction is now so imn-
pevative that the old order of education has
become inverted — science aud literature
first— afterwards religion. Besides, & period
of almost universal intelligence does not
nced such strict religious discipline. . Which
of these theories of education is the true
one?

There can be no question which is most
in accordance with Scripture. One of the
traits most commended in the character of
Abraham is expressed in the statement *‘Ie
will command his children and his house-
hold after him.” Moses was not permitted
to grow up in an Egyptian—thatis to say a
heathen—family, even the highest ; he must
receive o Hebrew training. What was the
ervironment of Samuel’s childhood ?

Sad were the consequences which followod
the neglect of this principle in the family of
David. No temple worship could atone for
it. Paul furnishes a conspicuous example of
its benefits ; so does Timothy.

What hope is there for a nation situated as
oure is, if religious training does not begin
with the children? Under the tremendous
pressure of business cares, or the fascinations
of pleasure, how rare the conversions in
adult life, where temptatior is like the tide
in the Bay of Fundy. Neurly every pastor
can testify, that in his experience, the ad-
ditions to his church by profession are chiefly
from families where there was family wor-
ship and faithful instruction. Even where
these were not effectual, ve may learn from
Burns' ““Cotter’s Saturday Night,” how decp
and lasting was their impiession. '

It would be interesting if we could ascer-
tain the carly religions history of those
charch members by whom chiefly the
wveekly prayer meeting is sustained. I have
heard a venerable minister in the Presbyter-
ian Church relate the following incident,
coming within his own observation, which I
cite by way of illustration :

More than half a century ago there lived
in one of our large New England towns a
manufacturer who was a church member.
He had alarge family, and among them—as
the custom was at that time—a number of
the young men in his employ. These were
all present daily at family worship, and to
them he regularly on the Sabbath gave re-
ligious instruction. Afterwards, becoming
rich, and his time being absorbed by worldly
cares, he abandoned these houschold ser-
vices. What was his surprise to receive one
day from one of his old apprentices the iu-

telligence by letter tliat he bad united with
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the church. 1le ottributed this decision
directly to the impressions reccived ns a
youth in the family of his employer, for
which he expressed the warmest gratitude.

What could the too busy Christian say in
answer to such a letter? One thing he
could do, and he did it.  He wisely conclud-
ed that if his Maxter thus condescended to
honor his former faithfulaess, he ought to
return ag onee to the path of duty.” That
very day he re-consecrated the family altar.

—~Nif,

THE SANTHALS OF INDIA

BY KEV. J. A, NORFHRUP.

The Santhals occupy a snall hitly portion
of India called Santhalistan, about 150 miles
north-west of Calentta, They have descended
from the whorigives of the country.  Accord-
ing to tradition they lived in  the Puujiub
long befork the Hiudus entered India, but
were gradually diiven back by them to their
present location.

They are of darker complexion and strong-
er build than the Mindus, and are divided
ioto twelve tribics, cach of which is subdi-
vided into twelve familice,  They live in
villages presided ovet by a chief and four
other officers. besides two priests.  One of
the ofticers luuks after the morals and  cti-
quette of the young, and of the old, too,
when necessary  Courting is not  allowed
witbout his knowledge and consent.  If he
sees an unmarricd yYoung couple engaged in
conversation he asks the young man whether
he will marry the young woman. If he says
“ves,” he is brought betore the court and his
father must treat toa drink ;if he says “no,”
the officer thrashes hitn well with a  stick,
and says, “You have no bnsiness to talk to
that girl if you do net want to marry her.”

They do pot intermarry in the same tribe.
If the clder brother dies leaving a widow,
children and property, they all fall to the
brother next younger.  1f o man is the
youngest of ten sons, with nine married
brothers, and the nine should all die, ethe
youngest of ten sons is liable to be saddled
with nine widows and all their pumerous
children. An old bachelor ig despised by
bothsexes, He is classed next to a thief or
a witeh, and is termed ‘no man.’

Yn the marriage cereusony, instead of using
a ring the bridegroom puts five horizontal
streaks of red paint on the forehead of his
happy bride.. Sheis then showered with
riceand other grain before the people sit
down to partake of the wedding supper.
She cares more for weight and number of or-
naments than for fine workmanship and
costly material. She is happy with about

five pounds of brass bangles on cach ankle.
Sheis not married in childhood as ave the
Hindn givls, and she stands higher in the
family circle. Polygamy is nut exactly pro-
hibited, but is uspopular and rave.

The Santhals worship many geds, which
are spirits  and may inhabit for purposes of
worship o bit of stono piclled up on the
mountaing, They sacrifize towls and goats
and makeother offerings to mahgnant spirits,
%0 as to keep them on good terms, and thus
prevent many evils,

Like the Hindus, the Sauthals burn the
human body aftec death, but they have some
peculiar customs of their own. A live fowl
is fastened and burnt with the corpse. From
the breast of the corpse a bone is removed.
and preserved for the most solemn rite of all
A portion of this bone taken home by the
friends of the dead. A small piece of it is
throws into their river in the belief that it
will thus pass on to heaven, where it will
become the living man from whose body it
was taken.

Oune of the first missionaries among them
had his coat eaten by white ants the first
night, and had to renew his journey without
a coat the next morning.

It was o difficult matter to acquire the
Santhal langnage, as it is hard to pronqunce
and has twenty-seven tenses. After over a
year of hard work and earnest prayer three
boys embraced Christianity and were bhap-
tized as the first converts,  One of the latter
converts was a man forty years old.  After
an absence of three or four days he returned
to the missionaries and reported that all the
people where he lived wanted to become
Christians. In greu surprise the missionary
replied, *SWhy,we havenot preached tothem,”
“But I have preached to them,” the convert
replied, with beaming face. And it was so.
He had been home-and had not given man or
woman in his village any peace until they
bad heard the good word of salvation by
faith in Jesus. Many of them apyroached
the missiovary with weeping eyes and said :
““Yes, sir, we want to become Christians, be-
cause these excellent things this man has told
us pover reached our ears before.” Within
a month that man broughs several villages to
Christ. REighty-five of the converts were
baptized in one day, their chief standing by
in perfect amazement at what he sav and
heard. 'Chey were organized into a church,
and immediately set about the work of
building a house of worship. One old man
said : “If I should go to heaven and had
never been instrumental in bringing any one
else to Christ I would go into & corner and
not be able to look at Jesus Christ or any of
you.” Thus these poor *‘igooraut savages,”
as they were called, began to experience the
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saving power of divine grace, and confessed
the necessity of showing their faith by work-
ing for their precious Saviour ; for, as oue
says, “It is not the deep mysteries thatsave,
but Jesus himself.”

The wissionaries gave the people medicine
for their bodies as well as gospel truth for
their souls. A Santhal once told Mr. Boer-
resen that he had ‘‘very great pains in his
stomach.”  Mr. 13, gave the man a double
dose of Pain Killer.  After taking it the
man remarked  that it was  ‘“‘aw-
fully strong, ” and added, *‘By the bye, I
am not the :ick person, it is my son at
home.”

A Mr, Campbell, writing amid those
scenes of ignorance and heathenism, says :
““What a terrible thing idolatry is! 1f all
the believers in the Christinn Church could,
by any pousibility, be brought for one month
to India what a might change we might ex-
pect to see init ! What a deeper interest
they wauld take in missicn work in future !
How is it that the claims of the heathen lie
so lightly on God’s redeemed people? How
is it that the command of the Saviour to car-
ry the Gospel to every creature is so lightly
regarded ? The millions of India are perish-
ing for lack of the knowledge of Christ. How
long is the oread of life to be denied them?

" How long are they to be allowed to wander,
groping in thick darkness, seeing no light ?”
—Carthage, I,

HOW TO BE A PASTOR.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER,

What is the chief object of the Christian
ministry ? It goes without saying that it is
towin souls to Jesus Christ. The chief ele-
ment of power with every true wminist v
should be heart-power. The majority of oll
congregations—rich or poor—are reached,
not so much through the intellect as through
the affections. This is an encouraging fact ;
for only one man in ten may have the tulent
to be a very great preacher ; but all the oth-
er nine, if they love Christ and love human
souls, can become great pastors.  Nothing
gives a pastor such heart-power, as personal
attentions to his people, for everybody loves
to be noticed. Especially is personal sym-
pathy welcome in seasous of trial. Let a
pastor make himself at home in everybody’s
home; let him come often and visit their
sick rooms, and kneel beside their empty
cribs and their broken hearts and pray with
them ; let him go and see the business men
when they have suffered reverses, and give
them a word of cheer ; let him reccgnize and
speak kindly to the children, and he will
weavé a cord around the . <arts of his people,

-the only one,

that will stand a prodigious pressure.§3 His
inferior surmons (for about every ministér
preaches such sometimes) will be kindly
conduned, and ho can launch the moss sharp
and pungent truths at them from the pulpit,
and they will not take offence. He will
have won their hearts to himself, snd that
is a mighty step towards drawing them to
the hotise of God, and winning their souls to
the Saviour, “A house.going minister,”
eaid Chtlmers, “‘makos a chuveh-zoing peo-
ple.”

The chief end of a minister’s work must
never be lost sight of. It l3to awaken the
careless, to warn the endangered, to comfort
the sorrowing, to help the weak, and to
edify beliovers; in short, it is to make bad
peoplegood, and good people better, Preach.
ing strong Gospel-sermons is ona ot the most
effoctive means to this end.  But it is not
Outside of the pulpit, every
messenger of Christ can come to close quar-
ters with the individual soul and preach eye
to eye, no one can dodge such preaching, or
go to sleep under it,  If the shepherd can
only save the sheep by going after the sheep,
then woe be unto him if he neglect his du*y?
As many souls are won to Christ outside siie
pulpit, asin the pulpit. Every discourse too
can be made thoroughly practical, and can
be lodged more securely in the hearts of the
people, by constant and affectionate inter-
course with them during the week. I am
fiemly persusded that if many a minister
would take part of the time that he now
spends 1 polishing his discourses, and de-
vote it to pastoral visitation, he wounld have
larger congregations, and a far larger num-
ber of conversions to Christ. He would be a
healthier man for the physicial exercise ; he
would be » more fluent speaker from ‘the
practice lie would gain in personal conversa-
tion ; he would be a much more tender, elo-
quent, and heart-moving ambassador of

shrist.,

‘“‘How shall T become snch a pastor?” To
this question I would reply, Defermine to he-
cointe one, cost what itmay.  If you are shy
and Dbashful, conquer your diffidence; a
mau hesno business to be o, shepherd, if he
is afraid of the sheep. If you are naturally
reserved and reticent, unlock your lips. Go
and talk with your people about anything or
everything, until you get in touch with them;
and then ii yon have any grace or ‘“‘gump-
tion,” you can cerwainly manage to say some-
thing to them about the ‘‘one thing needful.”
It is not best that a minister should tatk sxe
clusively about things spiritual. Talk to
them abuut their business, and show your
interestin what they are doing. Encourage
them to talk with yon about your discouraes;
you will discover what shots strike, and what
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are ouly blank-cartridges.  \Watch your
chance to put in a timely and loving word
for your Master. You are Christ’s man on
Christ’s business. If you can only gain your
point by going often to the house, then go
often, One soul won wins others. You can
reach the parents sometimes, by reaching the
son or daughter.  Ihese personal conversas
tions with individual souls, will train you to
bo a closer, more suggestive, and practical
preacher.  They will make you colloquial
and simple and direvt in the pulpit. Half
of all the preaching is fired into the air. By
knowing your auditors thoroughly, you can
learn how to takeaim. You will gather
also most precious material jor your sermons,
by going about amoug your people, and find-
ing out what they ars domg, what they as
thinking, what they are suffering, and what
they need.

Resolve to devote a portion of every day
to pastoral service.  To visit a large congre-
gation consumes & vast amount of time ; but
can you spend it more profitably elsewhere ?
Be on the look-out for sermon-hints where
ever you go ; one hour with a live man, may
teach you more than two hours with = dead
book. Do your book-work and your Bible
study in the forenoon, when your mind is
fresh § devote your afternoons to making or
receiving visits. Your evenings can be used
for religious services and for some social re-
creatious, and for occasional pastoral visits
and for general reading- But be wise enough
not to burn out your brains in writing ser-
mons by lamp light. Morzing is the time
which God gives you for study ; midnight is
the timeo which some fools steal from needed
sieop. A minister who does not sleep dur-
ing the week, will not long keep an audience
awake on the Sabhath.

Go about your pastoral work systematical-
ly. Try to visit every family during each
year, and someo families will require your
visits oftener.  Go where you are needed
most.  Never neglect the poor auvd the un-
fortunate. If some quernlous folk complain
that you donot come often enough, and
greet you with “O what a stranger you are ;
we thought you had forgotten us !’ do not
pay any attention to such giumblers, Do
your utmost duty. and even then there will
be some who will not stop growling until
they get to heaven.

It is o Dllessed cncouragement that the
humblest minister can become a faithful pas-
tor. God never intended that this world
should be saved by pulpit geniuses, or else
He would creato more of them. The aver-
agoe Christian must save this world, if it is
saved at all.  Every minister of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who loves his Master, who
1oves his Bible, who loves his fellow-men,

and who hungers to win souls to the Saviour,
can be a good pastor if he honestly tries.
When yov are studying Jesus Christ, nover
loge sight of the fact that he was a model
pastor.  *‘1 am the Good Shepherd ; the
Shepherd knoweth His sheep ; He calleth all
His sheep by name.”

PREACH THE CROSS?
BY REV. THEODORE L. OUYLER,

To the scores of young men who have
lately graduated from the theological semin-
aries of our land, we offer one suggestion,
and that is Fazalt the Cross of Jesus Christ
“*First of all,” 'wrote Paul to the Church of
Corinth, “f delivered unto you that Christ
died for our sivs,” The ‘First of all” does
not refer to prierity of time; for Paul had
sounded the Guspel-tramp through the cities
of Asia Minor, and undec the shadow of
Mount Lebanon, before he ever struck its
key note amid the volumptuous idolaters of
Corinth. But it mesns that, as the princi-
pal thing,he preached the Cross of the cruci-
fied Son of God.  Whatever else came sec-
ond, this always came first; whatever else
he omitted, he never omitted the very core
and marrow of the Gospel of Salvation.

The atonement is the cardinal doctrine of
the Bible. Other religious systems make
prominent the character of their divinities or
the life of their founders, or some sacred rites
of worship.  But the core of Christianity is
the sacrificial death of its divine founder.
The Bible does; not wunderrate Christian
ethicy, or the spotless example of Jesus:
but the atonement transcends all other truths
in sublimity and saving power. If I counld

deliver but one discourse to a congregation

composed of all the nations of the globe,
this should be my text: *‘Christ Jesus died
for our sins.” This is the text that has rung
round the world wherever true Christianity
has found a voice. This is the truth that
shook pagan Rome and confounded human
philosophies ; and it is the truth that has
lain warmest and closest to the Christian’s
heart in every age of the Church, The
touchstone of every ministry is this, Does
the man preach Christ and Him crucified ?
Wherever the highest spiritual power is de-
veloped from a pulpit, wherever sin if most
fearlessly assailed, wherever sinners are awak-
ened, and most thoroughly converted, wher-
ever the richest outpourings of the Holy
Spirit have been enjoyed, there has been
commonly the most faithful preaching of the
guilt of human sin, and of salvation only
through the atoning-blood. Itis the im-
perative duty of every ambassador of God to
thunder against injustice and intemperance,
and licentiousness, and fraud, and hypocrisy.

.
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and covetousness, and every form of impiety;
but the true vuntage-ground from which to
2sasail them is beside that cross, where Jusus
died to condemn all sin, and to save the sin-
ner. If I wore a member of a church secking
for a pastor, my first question would be,
Does he make foremost the atoning blood of
Jesus Christ ! No erudition or eloquoncs,
or “advanced thought” can supply the lack
of this one thing needful.  From the most
brilliant or erudite discourse that has no
Christ in it, the hungry unsatisfied believer
comes away complaining, ‘*He has taken
awany my Lord, and I know not where he has
Izid Him ™

Be careful also how you present Christ; for
not every theory of the Cross is either Scrip-
tural or soul-saviug. Theodore Parker waus
the apostle of *‘the humaaities,” and fearless-
ly donounced many wrougs; yet he often
spoke of the crucified Redeemer in language
that makes our blood run cold. Some pul-
piss teach that Jesus died simply to display
His fortitude and his sincerity to & principle.
Another pulpit teaches that he died toset a
. sublime example, another that the only aim
of the Cross was to make an exhibition of
wickedness, and to lead mean to abhor it.
Not long ago a very preminent pulpit pre-
sented a theory of the atonement trown which
almost every drop of the vital fluid had been
drained away. Neither Paul nor Peter
would have recognized their own utterances
nnder the gloss that was put upon them.

The only theory of the atonement that
meets the tremendous necessities of a world
lying in wickedness, or the mighty demand
of the New Testament Gospel, is this plain,
simple line, *“Christ Jesus died for our sins.”
The three great ideas compressed into this
line are substitution, sacrifice, salvation.
Christ Jesus became our substitute, and suf-
fered for us. Christ becmine our sacrifice,
and laid down his life to takeaway our guilt.
Christ secures eternal life to every true be-
liever and faithful follower. In these three
points the vast body of regenerated believers
agree ; and if the much prayed-for unification
of all Christian denominations ever comes, it
will crystallize around the core-trush of Tne
Cross. It will be an union in Christ for a
world without Christ.

All success in preaching lies just there.
Paul’s key-note struck under the shadow of
the Parthenon, and in defiance of Cewesar’s
lictors, has been the secret power for eighteen
centuries.  Luther preached this Gospel of
atoning blood to slumbering Europe, and it
awoke from the dead., Amid all his defen-
ces of the divine sovereignty, Calvin never
ignored or belittled the atonemont, Cow-
per sang of it in sweet strains among the
water-lilies of the Quse: Bunyan meade the

Cross the starting point for the Celestial
City. John Wesley proclaimed it to the
colliers of Kingwood, and the swarthy min-
ers of Cornwall. Moody’s bells all chime to
the keynoto of Calvary. Spurge:n thunders
this dootrine ef vicarious atonement into the
ears of peer and peasant with a voice like the
sound of many waters! The heart of God’s
Church has ever held to this as the heart of
sll Christian theology,” Christ Jesus died for
our sing 1" If the greatest of all human
preachers made this the foremost text of his
wonderful ministry, then, my dear young
brother, you have but to plant your pulpit
in full view of the Cross, and make every
line of your labors converge towards *‘Christ
and Him Crucified.”

PANSY AND WHO SHE IS.

The ‘“Pansy” books are among the most
widely read of any series of the present day.
May their pure, thoughtful, wholesome
teaching spread more widely. Doubtless
many who have reed her stories with inters
est would like to know her history. The
following story of her life and works is from
the pon of one of the ministersof our church,
Rev. J. B. Dickson, of Galt.—Ed,

¢“Who is Pansy ? Sheis the wife of the
Rev. G. R. Alden, D. D., a Methodist minis-
ter, whose local habitat is not fixed, Sarah
K. Bolten has given a very sketchy sketch
of her in her book entitled ‘‘Successful
Women” in which she seems totally to for-
get the desire we have, who are fond of. bi-
ography, of definite information, There are
fitty necessary things she omits, She does
not give ng her father’s name, and she even
forgets to give us Pansy’s maiden name, be-
side much minutie which give crispness and
charm to a biography. However, we are
thankful for the little she gives us.

We learn from her that “Pansy” was born
in Rochester, N. Y,, in 1842, and that she
had two blessings, perhaps the greatest
earthly gifts, a father and mother who were
wise, patient, tender, helpful underall cir-
cumstances. Her father had pronounced
convictions on all the great questions of the
day. He was a stroag temperance man, a
strong anti-slavery man, a leader in every
moral reform, and pressing forward, often
stood alone, fifty years in advance of his
time, The mother wasa sunny, self-forget-
ful woman, devoted to all that was pure and
“of good report.” In this we have the key
to Mrs. Alden’s life work. She drank in, as
the flowers do, theatmosphere about her,and
put.forth her strength in the beauty and fra-
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grance of wise counsel and Christian kind.
ness,

How “Pansy,” the nom de plume,came iuto
existencoe was on this wigse: While yet a
baby her mother had a choice bed of gieat
purple and yellow pansy blossoms, which
she was treasuring for a special occasion.
Que morning the wee child, being in o help-
ful, loving mood, sallied out, und picked
them every one, and bringing the treasures
in her arms, showered them in her mother’s
lap, with the generous statement that they
were “‘every one for her,” They were to
have been used on the evening following,and
the good mother was much disturbed, bus
the father mounted his baby in triumph on
his shoulders, and called her his own little
poosy blossom; and from that time the
sweet name clung to her.

Mrs, Alden has a fine head, a full dark eye
—or as the Bible phrases it—*‘a healthful
countenance” —a round, motherly face,
beaming with kindness and grace. Sweet-
ness sits enthroned on every featuie.

Her husband is the pastor of a large city
church, and she works faithfully by his side.
She is president of the missionary societies,
organjzer and managerof a young people’s
branch, superintendent of the primary de-
partment in the Sunday school, and the pri-
vate counsellor of hundreds of young people.
This, all in addition to hey literary work.
She says of 1that : *My rule has been tv work
when I can get a chance, subject to the in-
terruptions which come to a wmother, a
housekeeper and a pastor’s wife.” TFor sev-
enteen years she has been under contracts
(never broken) to keep up & serial story in
the Herald and Presbyter through the win.
ver ; and for ten years she has given efficient
help at the principal Sunday school assem.
blies all through the States. For twelve
years she has prepared the Sunday school
lessons for the primary department of the
Waestminster Teacher, and for two or three
years she has been the editor of the Primary
Quarterly. A busy life hashers been, but it
is this that bas furnished her material for
her books.

What books has she written ? It would
fill a full page to give the names of sll her
books great and small.  We may mention a
tew just to awaken an interest, and to whet
the appetite of any who may not have made
acquaintance with them  ‘“Mrs, Solomon
Smith Looking On” is a volume brimful of
shrowd observation and quiet humour as well
as piquant wit. It is thoroughly enjoyable
and is withal exceedingly instructive, It is
a painting to the life of much in society to-
day, It isdifficult to select a passage out
of a book containing s0 many good things.
It isa rich treat fer the one who would

¥

learn how to act in different circumstances.
Mrs. Smith is always the true Christian
lady. ¢Crissy’s Endeavour” colebrates the
Christian Endeavour movement. 1t give a
good introduction to the understanding of
what it is and its special advantages. ‘The
Hall in the Grove,” ““The FFour Girls at Cha-
tauqua,” The Four Girls at Home,” and
several others discover to us the value of the
work at Chatauqua, and in tho scientific and
literary circles throughout the land. “The
Pocket Measure” opens up, illustrates and
enforces the Bible principle of proportionate
giving to religious.objects. ¢‘Three People,”
“Wise and Otherwise,” and the “King’s
Daughter” are capital temperance stovies.

“Ruth Erskiue’s Crosses” and *‘Judge
Burnhawm’s Daughters” exhibit the follies of
worldly alliances, and the heart-break that
comes of them. “The Randolphs,” “Inter-
rupted,” and “‘Household Puzzler” pourtray
the battle of life in society ; ‘The Endless
Chain” and ¢'Echoing and Re-cchoing” the
far-reaching power of influences that flow
from character and conduct. “Tip Lewis
and His Lamp” shows the worth, the price-
less worth, of the Bible to a boy. And so
we might go on. Lvery book has an object,
a noble and worthy object. “‘Jeasie Wells”
illustrates working for Jesus.

What is the character of her books? That
has been suggested already. They are
an application of the principles of the Gos-
pel to the lives of men, high and low, rich
and poor, learned and unlearned. She has a
thorough appreciation of the relation of the
Christian to the world, and of all that is in-
volved in that. Herbooks are such that one
might easily imagine that we have the es-
senco of a thousand experience meetings in
them. The portraits are drawn to the life.
She holds the mirror up to Nature. Noth-
ing is overdrawn or to a spiritual mind m-
sipid. liverything is flavoured with the salt
of Bible fruth and a sound religious experi-
ence. The stylein which the books are
written is attractive. It draws you on, so
that you read to the close. And when you
are done you have learned something, re-
ceived something, by way of spirituai awak-
cning, and stimulus, and direction. You
have a new love shed abroad in your heart;
new desires for service awakened in your
soul ; new possibilities of holy and helpful
action proposed to your consideration ; new
views of life and new values attached to it.
We bless God for Mrs. Alden and her work,
Every book of here is a benediction to the
reader. We can conceive of no braoka more
suitable for a Sunday school libraxyr or 2
children’s library at home, We wonld say
to those who are able, “Get thewhole series”
and let the children have full freedom with
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them. How many thous.ads on thousands
have run them already ? Her pulpit is an
high one, and her andience & most impres-
sible one. She speaks to the young, the as-
piring, the struggling. And what an audi
ence!l It speaks over continents. How
highly favoured is ouc who is called to such
extensive service as this !

She is doing much to mould thought,
control sentiment, to guide action, to shape
life.  Her hand with all its tender motherly
kindness is laid upon the thousands of her
readers, as in reality it is, in benediction !

For eleven years she has edited 7'he Pansy,
a well-known Sunday magazme for boys and
girls, and one of the most in*<resting things
1n connection with it is ¢“Che Pansy Society,”
compused of children who are subscribers,
Tnd who are pledged to try and overcome
some besettiug fault, and who take a whisp-
er motto, “‘I will do it for Jesus sake,” All
who join have a badge, a beautiful pansy
painted on white satin, and fastened at the
top by a silver pin. It has in it thousands
of members, aad the good it has.done is in-
calculab'e.

Loug live Pansy, and her Paunsy Society ;
and may her hand never grow weary at her
helpful aud hely work.”

OUR VACATION PARTINGS.

BY J. R, MILLER, D. D., IN N. ¥. EVAN,

The Mizpah prayer is a good one to have
much in our hearts and on our lips these va
cation days. As spoken first by Taban te
Jacob it meant little that was kindly and
teuder, but along the years it has gathered
much of‘sacredness through use and "associa-
tion. Mizpah has been written on many a
memorial of true and holy friendship, as two
friends have parted to be absent the one
from the otber. Many a time the prayer has
been breathed to God outof loving hearts,
with decp sincerity, as the goodbyes were
said : *‘The Lord watch between me and
thee, when we are absent one from anoth-
er.” Inrecent days, many Christian Eu-
deavor societies have chosen these words for
their parting salutation at the close of their
meetings. Thus the word Mizpah bhas gain-
ed o sacredness of its own, apart from its
origin,

We are now entering upon a season of
many separations and absences in families
and among friends. In these partings,
though meant to be but for a -little time,
what more fitting words could be spoken as
hands are clasped in the goodbyes than the
little Mizpah prayer?

It is a pledge between friends of faithful-
ness in absence. It means loving loyalty

and kindly remembrance. V o promise our
friend to be true to him wherever we go, not
to forget him, to be worthy of him, to do
nothing that would pain him, or bring dis-
honor upon him, o take God as witness,
that while out of our friend’s sight we will
be as true to him as if we were In his pre-
sence,
The Mizpah prayer is also a commending
of our fiiend to the Divine care while he is
absent. ¢“T'he Lord watch between we and
thee,” we say. I canndt go with thee, out
upon the sen, away to the strange conutries,
into the ways and places of danger, But
God is cverywhere, and God will be with
thee.” We profess indeed to put just such
a prayer of Jove into out commonest part-
ings. Holding our friend by the hand, wo
look into his face and say ¢‘Goodbye.”
“Goodbye” is & contraction of the phrasz
“Giod be with yon.” Wo ofttimes speak it
lightly, not even thinking of its meaning,yet
when hearts are tender and love is earuest,
our *‘Goodbye” is not only 2 deep and sin-
cere wish, but becomes also & prayer ¢“God
be with you,”
The Mizpah prayer suggests also that we
should make all our partings tender and
kindly. We do not know, as we say our
goodbyes, when we shall meet again.  Kvery
day there are partings, thought to be only
for o little season, which prove to be final,
As we scattered for our vacation wi nderings
we expect to meet again, aud wo manke our
plans for many other days of asscciation in
triendship ana in work. Yet we all know
well that there is an clement of uncertainty
in all these hopes a. d plans.
The friend who goes from us even for %
ten minutes’ absence, for a walk down the
street, we may not see again for days or for
years, perhaps not until we meet in' the oth-
er world. The lessoa from thisis not that
all our partings should be sad, but rather
that they should be affectionate and kindly.
If we only truly felt as families and as
friends, that any parting, even for the day’s
duties, mav be forever, would it not puta
new tenderness iuto all our speech, a new
meaning into ov.r most casual goodbyes?
Many a life has heen saddened for days and
years by the memory of an unkindly parting
with one who came not again. Old as the
lines ave, and oft quoted, their lesson may
not come amiss :
“It I had known in the worning
How wearily, all the day,

The words unkind would trouble my mind
That I said when you went away,

I had been more careful, darling,
Nor given you needless pain.:

But we vex our own with look and tone
We may never take back again.
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“For though in the quiet evening
You may give me the kiss of peace,
Yet it well might be that aever for me
The pain of the heart should cease.
How many go forth at morning
Who never come home at night ;
And hearts have broken from harsh words
spoken
That sorrow can ne'er set right.”

Thus Mizpah teaches
tion partings tender and thoughtful, so that,
shonld they prove to be the last. no painful
regret would be left behind to make the sor-
row more bitter in the heart of the one who
remains. We may well take the lesson of
Coveuntry Patmore’s lines :

«(Jf thou dost bid thy friend farewell,
But for one night though that farewell may

us to make our vaca-

Press thou his hand in thine.

How zanst thou tell how far from thee

. Fate or caprice may lead his steps, ere that
to-morrow comes !

Men have been known to lightly turn tke

* corner of a street,

And days have grown to mounths,

‘And months to lagging years, ere they

Have looked in loving eyes again.

Parting at best is underlaid,

With tears and pain :

Therefore, lest sudden
between,

Or time, or distance,
the hand

Of him who goest forth :

Unseen, Fate goeth too.

Yea : find thou always time to say some
earnest word

Between the idle talk, lest with thee, hence-
forth,

Night and day, regret should walk.”

death should come

clasp with pressure firm

The Mizpah prayer has its sweet comfort,
also, for the partings that are till we meet
aguin in heaven. “The Lord watch between
me and thee,” we say, ‘“‘when we are absent
one from another.” ~And does not the Lord
watch just as really between us and our
sainted dead, as between us_and our living
abeent? They are with Him inside the
veil ; we are with Him too, theugh outside
the veil ; yet both they and we are truly
with Him. Thus does He indeed watch be-
tween them and us. _Our separation is ounly
apparent. not real. Love binds us as before,
and in Christ we are indeed close together,
though we see not each other.

Then is their not another lesson here? Do
we not owe something to our sainted ones?
Mizpah teaches us fideilty and friendship to
our living who are out of sight. Does it not
also teach us fidelity to the friends who have
passed out of our sight into heaven’s blessed-

aess ? Surely we should do nothing that we
know would grieve or shame them if they
could look down from amid the stars and
see us. We ought to strive in all ways to
be worthy of them. They do not forget us,
up there in their blessed home. They do
not cease to love us, though their hearts are
w0 full of the love of Christ, The mother in
heaven loves her child on this earth just as
tenderly and as deeply, as she did when she
was here. Should not the child be just as
loyal in loving the mother in heaven, just as-
thonghtful in doing the thing: 11 & wauld
please her, just as careful in avoiding the
things that would give her pain, as if she
were back again in her old place?

We need not ask if our dead see_us. Our
living friends on earth may mot always see
us ; but if there is any honor in our souls,we
scorn 0 be untrue, even in secret or in their
absence. Does death dissolve the obliga-
tions of friendship ? Though our friends in
heaven do not sec us, and do not know what
things we do in this world, and canuot chide
a8 for our unfaithfulaess, nor be hurt by our
unworthiness. shall we therefore consider
ourselves absolved from the duties of friend-
ship to them? Surely not. The Lord
watches between, and He sees what we do.
Let us then be true to our dead. Let us
keep onr friendship for them ever warm and
tender. Let us cherish their memory. Let:
us do the thingﬁ they have taught us to do,
the things we know they would have us to
do. Let us keep ourselves from all that we
know would grieve them. Let us do noth-
ing we would be ashamed to do if we saw
their pure faces bending down above us, out
of the clouds. .

«“Whether near or-far,

On earth or in yon star,
Their dwelling be,

So live that naught of dread
. Would make us bow the head,
Should we be told ‘The dead
Can all things see.’”

OLD DR. TRUE'S LETTER TO THE
" MINISTER.

My Dear Sir :—Wouid you kindly allow
an old man to give vent to one of the press-
ing needs of his age? As you know, I have
for many years—over fif ty—been—bheen a
doctor of medicine, and permit me to say
that no one outside of the profession knows
what it means to be a faithtul, conscientious
doctor. At all hours of the day and night
he must be ready to attend the sick, the in-
jured and the dying ; must listen to the com-
plaiuts of the first, and the moans of the
second, and the last taint gasp of thie third.

Worst of all and by far the hardest of all,
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the family physician must hear the harrow-
ing imploring voice of friends begging hitm
not to let their loved ones die. It is com-
paratively vare the patient begs the doctor
to gave him ; most frequently when dissolu-
tion is imminent there is either a willingness
todepart, or the indifference which comes
with dangerous illness. But all through his
experieuce, the doctor must be a comfurter,
nos ouly a_healer, but pre-eminently a com-
forter.  He must hold ont hope, hope, con-
tinually keep hopein view, until the mourn.
ful time comes when despite the agony it
causes, he must say, thereis no hope. 'Then
there is the tremendous responsibility of
aeiiay zecording *o one’s best judgment in
critical cases, of giving a professional opinion
when life or death may depend on the treat-
ment to follow. “Is it not wearing” you
ask.  For answer look at the gray heads of
our medical men still in their eaxly prime.
The aveiage age of the practicing physician;
is at his death so young, I hate to quote it.
And I can assure you, sir, itis wpot the
merciless hours, the protracted cases, or the
exposure to all kinds of weather which
wears us out so fast, half so much as it is the
ceaseless strain on our sympathies and our
heargs, Well, now, I have no need to re-
mind & person of your intelligence how often
matters react in the broad realm of nature.
There comes & time when -those who have
led others must themselves be led ; when
when those who have fed others must
themselves be fed, when those who have
acted as comfortersneed comfort themselves,
and in just this counection lies the pith of
what I have to say. My dear sir, 1 want
now and then to hear comforting, hopeful
words of good cheer spoken fron: the sacred
rostrum to old folks in particular. The pul-
pit abounds in words of warning, hepe and
encouragement for the young, and it is right
that 16 should. The pulpit glows with stim-
ulating, elevating thoughts and expressions
for those :n middle life who are in the thick
of the world’s conflicts, struggles and
achievements, and it ic right that it should.
But are not the old people neglected ?  Per-
haps I should hardly have realized this fact
as keenly as I do, only that last Sunday io a
neighboring city, I heard a most delightful
discourse on old age, Fuiwar beginning to
end the sermon was fairly teeming with
everything bright, hopeful and inspiring
for theold.  \When the minister in conclud-
ing depicted the closing hours of ar aged
Christian’s life, and said in a low but cheery
voice, “Swing low, sweet chariot,” it seemed
tomel was almost about to be translated
from earth to heaven. Yes, there is no mis-
take about it, the time has come when I
want to be comforted and cheered occasion-

ly from the sacred desk. Itis not that I
feel any manner of doubt as to Whom I have
believed or His ubility to care for me at the
last, but out of the abounding promises of
His blessed Scriptures are many adapted to
the needs and desires of the old, those who
have prown old not only in hard service for
their fellow-men, but in faithful service to
their God. I feel assured you will take
kindly the hint I offer. It often belps the
physician to be shown in what particular
direction the patient may be specially bene-
fitted. It may assist the pastor to have a
new line of thought suggested, calculated to
particularly benefit some of his listening

ock. It is my privilege 0 take a religious
paper which at stated periods devotes a page
entirely to “‘old folks,” I cannot tell you
how I appreciate the many pleasing things
spread before my eyes just adapted to my
increasing age and perhaps sensitive long
ings, now that the rush of active duties have
ceased. Once again, begging you will re-
receive this in the friendly, kindly spirit in
which it is offered, I remain your aged and
obedient servant.

JEREMIAK TRUE.

THE STRUGGLE WITH ROME IN
GERMANY,

Germany is the historic battle-ground of
Protestantism-and Romanism. The lznd of
Luther bas been not only the seat of the
Thirty Years’ War, but practically also has
been the scene of a struggle covering more
than three centuries between the principles
of the two great confessions for the control
of the heart and mind of the people. There
have been truces and periodic lulls of battle,
occasional changes of tactics and shiftings of
the lines, but peace, never. Siuce the Jesu-
itic conuter-reformation at the turn of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when
Germany from being nine tenths Protestant
became one-third Roman Catholic,the autho-
rities of the latter Church have not rested
in their endeavors to win back to the Chuich
of error the fair Tentonic lands. While re-
coguizing in Germany a bulwark of Protes-
tanigm to such an extent that Cardinal An-
tonclli, when he heard of the victories of
1870 and 187}, exclaimed in dismay, *“The
world is enming to an end ! yet the attacks
on this bulwark have only bLeen redonbled.

The present method and manner of con-
ducting this warfare is extremely unique and
novel, and illustrates anew the wonderful
adaptability of the Roman Catholic hicrarchy
to the surroundings aund the exipencies of the
case. The matter in hand is also of peculiar
interest to Americans, as it is a public secret
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that nowhere else arec more sanguine hopes
entertained of n finul victory for Roman
Catholicism in owr own fair Jand. Nippold,
professor in Jeuq, and one of the best of
specialists on the Roman Catholic question,
recognizes this Jdanger, and in his recent
masterly survey of the madeca literature of
that Church, called “Katholisheh oder Jesu-
itisch ?? has drawn particular attention to
this fact.

Characteristic of the modern Romish strug-
gle are the studied eiforts made to influence
public opinion in favor of the Church of
Rome. While nothing is more abhorrer.i to
the genius of that Chureh thav an appesl to
to the judgement of the people. yot waen
such a judgment can be manipulated by
those in authority for their own ends and
aime, tradition yields to advantage. ‘The
Church has clearly learned to understend
the value of public opinion, and is deter-
mined to modify this opinion for £ts purposes.
The now so popular Catholic congresses,
which Lave in recent monthis beea held in
Austiia, France, Spain, Belgium  Swiizer
land, Holland, Englind, and Awerica, are
peculistly & German inveation. where nag
only national assewblies of this sort have
been held, but also smaller tecritorial con-
veutions in great numbers, where “vith great
display and determiuation, the demanas of
Rome are published to the world.

Hand in band with these endeavors are
those made through the press.  The whole
Roman Catholie press of Germany is prac-
tically in the hands of the so-called _fugus-
tinus Fercin which suppiies the loeal press
throughout the empire with editorizls and
correspondence in 2 manner agreeable to
those in authority. Asthe vesolutions and do-
mands of the congresses are usually pre-
pered beforehand, as is apparent from the
almost verbal agrecment of the resolutions
of assemblivs Lield hundreds of miles away
from each other, v is plain that both press
and public opmion, « voiced by the assem-
blies, present the apprarance of a thorongh
unanimity and the impetos of widely ex-
tended oneness of nind purpose.  In the na-
ture of the case opp sition within their own
ranks is virtually aa impoessibility.  Over
agair ** the warld withoui, Rome thus pre-
sens @ solid phalanx of men and measures,
and, thir solidity, in the nature of the case,
cannot be otkerwise than a powerful factor
aud force in public theught.

Practically the same ends and, methods
prevail in another department, in wh'ch the
claims of Roman Catholicism are little short
of sensational. To all intents and purposes
the developent of life and thoughtius been
unader Protestant control since the ers of the
Reformation. Progress and research in their

positive features have been av outgrowth of
Protestaat principles, while Roman Catho-
licism has confined atgelf to adapting itself as
as best it could to the ideas and ideals of the
modern world. It is now proposed to change
all this and to bring modern research and
thought into subjection to Rome. The key-
note of this movement was given by Janssen
in his Mistory of the Ge¢rmans, in which he
made it his object to show that the Refor-
mation was in reality the greatest calamity
tuat ever befell Christendom, and that it has
been the source from which heve flowed all
the evils that have befalleir che Church, the
State, and suciety ever since. The lesson of
history is accordingly this : that the panacea
for all theseilis is a return to Rome.

This line of thought has been eagerly
taken up in other departmeats until now
Roman Catholic scholarship aud literature
have but one end and object ; namely, of re-
constructing learued investigation, thescience
and thought in general in majorem Romee
gloriam (to the greater glory of Rome.) A
magniticent critique of the Jesuitic means
through which it is attempted to secure this,
object is found in the work of Nippold men-
tioned above. Naturally, such a course of
proceedure has aroused Protestantismn,  1f
has resulted in the organization of the Evan-
geliscker Bund,” now only three years old,
but vumbering more than sixty thousand
members, mostly professional men through-
out Germany, the aim of the association be-
ing “‘to fight Rome with pen and tongue.”
11 doing splendid work, the litevature it
publishes being the best issued en the inter-
denominational problem, muck of it being
discussions of principles and methods thas
have anything but a local imaportance merely.
All Protestant Germany, with the exception
of the mwst pronounced confessional schools
of thought, are united in this work of resist-
ing the aggressiveness of the Keinan Catohlic
faction. Thc struggle is having a splendid
reflex action on the Protestants themselves
in making them more decply conscious of
their spiritnal possesivns, for the retention
of which it is o matter of the greatest ia-
portance to defend themselves agaiuss their
would-be despoilers.  Recent Church de-
velopments in Germany are exceedingly in-
esting and instructive at presenst ; they pre-
sent an unusually clear object lesson for
many who are not Germans.—Germanicus i3
New Yerk Observer.

“THE MINISTER IN THESE TIMES.”

This is the title of the address «which Mr.
Spbrgeon recently delivered at the annual
conference of the Pastors’ College. The ad-
dress appears in the current number of the
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Sword and Trowel. It very clearly and ably
shows that the reuowned preacherand pastor
of the Metropolitan Tabervacle has not
swerved by one hairs-breadth from the good
old theology which for well nigh forty years
he has been the eloguent expounder and de-
fender of. Not oniy so, but in this fervent
address he loudly and earnestly calls upon all
his fellow pastors to stand up for the old
theclogy,and to preach it with all their heart
or not to preach at all. It is with all his
heart hs preaches it. He says—*“Some seem
to think that we poor souls who are of the
Puritanic school are cribbed, cabined, and
counfined by harsh dogmas from which we
would gladly escape. They imagine that we
have to check every rising aspiration of our
nobler selves 80 as to preserve the tyranny
of a certain iron system., John Calvin is
supposed to ride us like a nignt-mare, and
we lead dogs’ lives under his lash, Brethren,
it is far otherwise. Little do these slander-
ers know of our happiness aud peace. . . . I
would like to rise ftom my bed during the
last five minutes of my life to lear witness
to the Divine sacrifice and the sin-atoning
blood.” On the subject of Christ being the
sole Mediator and High Priest, Mr. Spurgeon
is equally clear and forcible, and he calls up-
on a1l his brethren to protest earnestly a-
gainst the revived superstitution—the gospel
of priesteraft which teaches that there is a
gap between God and man that can only be
filled up by a participator in a fancied Apos-
tolical succession.
the altar, the priest, are cried up beyond
measure, yet theseare not our Lord Jesus,
but rivals to His priesthood” —as if sinners
might not come to Christ directly on their
own aeeount ; as if the way to salvation
was only by 2 man appointed priest. This
error, says Mr. Spurgeon, even when it is
accompanied by a measure of Gespel teach-
iag, is deadly.

But Mr. Spurgeon did not address himself
ouly to the dangers and approaches that en-
compasged him from without. His keen eye
saw dangers from within, and manfully, as
might be expected, he grapples with them.
Hesaw even in their avowed evangelistic
and revival meeting 2 little leaven of ritual-
ism and priesthood working in their meas-
ures of meal. And we fear the porders of our
Church at home are not altogether free from
this Londoa leaven, it inay not be amiss to
listen to Mr. Spurgeon’s seasonabll+ advice.
This is what he says ; ¢“In our revival ser-
vices it might beas well sometimes to shut
up the inquiry room. I have my fears about
that institution, if it be used in permanence
and as an inevitable part of the procedure.
It may be a very wise thing to persons who
are under concern of soul to come apart from

He says—*“The church,?

the rest, and have conversation with godly
people ; but if you should ever see that o
notion is fashioning itself that there issome- °
thing to be got in the private roomn which is
not to had at once 1n the assembly, or that
God is more at that penitent form than else-
where, cim « blow at that notion at once.
Wo must not come back by a rapid march
to the old way of altars and confessionals,
and have Romish trumpery restored in a
coarser form. If we make mcu think that
conversation with ourselves or with our help-
ers is essential to their faith in Christ we
are taking a direct line for priesteraft. .. .
You sinner, sitting where you are, believing
in the Lord Jesus Christ, shall have eternal
life. Do not stop till you pass into an in-
quiry room. Do uot think it essestial to
confer with me.”

We have emphasised this passage because
we have reason to fear that the leaven, of
which Mr. Spurgeon in afraid, has appeared
in Ireland, aud that not a few simple
minded people receive it as if it was angels’
food. It may be of some use to them if they
will carefully consider Mr. Spurgeon’s
weighty and unanswerable words on this
subject, as well as on the childish love of
novelty which characterizes 8o many minds
in these latter days.—ZT'he Witness (Belfast.)

HAVE YOU AN ANCHOR?
BY REV. THEODORE CUYLER.

When Martin Luther was assailed by a
tempest of troubles, he used to sing the For-
ty-sixth Psalm above the roar of the winds;
his anchor struck its flnk: s under the rock of
ages. God keeps in perfect peace the soul
that is stayed on Him. In these times when
doubta are so painfully prevalent—doubts of
the inspiration of the Bible, doubtsabout the
future life, or the wisdom of God’s provi-
dence, or the success of His Gospel, there is
nothing that will hold a man buta strong
grapple to Jesus Christ. ‘1 know whem 1
have believed,” held Paul; it will hold you
and me. We do not see what holdsa ves-
sel when the storm is smiting her ; and in
like manner, when a child of God is asailed
by doubts, or adversities, or Satanic tewp.
tations, we do not see what it is that holds
him so that he is not moved as other men
are. But God sees an anchor sureand stead-
fast down in the secret depths of the soul.
It fastens him to Omnipotence.

There is a danger which sometimes proves
fav greater than the storms of adversity, or
the assanlts of enemies. It is from the steal-
thy under-currents of temptation. An unan-
chorea vessel wray be lying on a calm water
as smooth as glass, and yet before the ship-
master is aware the keel may atrike a hidden
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rock ! Had u wind begun to blow, the mas
ter would have taken the alarm ; the under-
current was slowly drifting him, and he did
not heed the danger. So are thousands of
professed Christians carried on therocks,
not by tempests of trials, but by thestrong
and invisible currents of temptation. One
church-member drifts into neglect of prayer,
or into laxity in regard to Sabbath obser”
vance, Another gets into an under-curreat
of social customs and fashions ; it swings him
slowly but surely, away from a spiritual life;
no sudden shock is felt, but when we look
for this professed Christian where he used to
be, and where he ought to be, he is not there.
When the world gers hold of the keel, the

anchor had lost hold on Christ, and so the
man began to drift.  Auother one feels the
secret power of sencual temptation, but takes
no alwrm until sumne open sin is committed,
and a hideous rent is made in hix Christian
character. The under-currents of the world
never set towards holy liviug, but just in the
opposite direction, What we call ¢bach-
sliding” is really the drift of the heart away
from Christ. The heart is not anch red.

Isis not strength of brain that saves a
man, or orthodoxy of creed, or counection
with a church. Al these have often proved
to be but ropes of sand. They are not proof
against the tides of temptation. Therz must
be firm heaven-implanted principle ; for no
one is safe in business, orin politics, or in
social life, or anywhere when conscience is
unloosed from God. The parting of the
cable may be uuscen for awhile, it may cven
be unsuspected ; but it is a mere question of
time how suon the backslider may strike the
rocks.  Jesus Christ never insures any one
who unites with His Church and yet has no
‘‘anchor sure and steadfast which entereth
into thut within the vail,” and “binds fast
to Christ himself.” And if you ever reach
heaven, my brother, you will comsin, as I
often sea vessels come into yonder harbor of
New York, with the storm-tried anchor
swinging proudly at the prow.

‘“There are ships.” said the eloguent Mel-
vill, “that never go down in life’s tempests.
They shall be in when the last hurricane
shall sweep earth and sea, and sky; and
when the fury isoverpast, aud the light that
knows no night breaks gloriously forth, they
shall be found on tranquiland erystal waters,
resting beautifully upon their shadows.”
These are they who have,been piloted by
the Holy Spirit; thesc are the faithful oues
whose inner soul was anchored to Christ
Jesus.

THE HIDDEN WORD.

When the psalmist says : *“Thy word have
I hid in mine heart,” no act of memory may
be meant ; yet the word committed to mem-
ory, or learned by heart, is potent, and if it
be the right kind of a word. may accomplish
the purpose, “that I might not sin against
Thee.”

Memory is the great conservator. Jewish
children are said to have been so trained in
the law that, were it lost, they could have
reproduced it. The preservation is, in part,
due to the early instruction in the law and
history of the nation. Homer,was the Greek
lad’s, reading hovks; and the intellectual
superiority of the Greeks is not unrelated to
this juvenile reader and to the custom of
commifting to memory verses from the great
poets. That Roman school-boys memorized
tho twelve tables is a fact explanatory of the
extension and power of the Roman empire,
When cortain sweeping reforms were insti-
tuted in France, Mirabeau said : “*There is
something more difficalt to bar from men’s
hearts, and that is the influence of recollec-
tions.”

Do we in Christian training take sufficient
account of the memory? Parents and teach-
ers might dwell with protit on the list of
chapters from the Bible that John Ruskin,
as a lad, was obliged to learn. Yet of this
task he says: “Truly, though I have picked
up the elements of a little further knowledge,
and owe not a little to the teaching of many
people, this maternal installation of my mind
in that property of chaptersI count very
confidendy the most precious, and on the
whole the ona essential, part of my educa-
tion.” TEvery morning his mother read with
him the Bible, and by the time he was
twelve years old he completed his sixsh
reading of the book,

In Christ we have an example of extensive
familiarity with the Seriptures, as His num-
erous quotations prove. True, we may say
that in our days of printing the conditions
are different ; yet to possessa copy of the
Bible avails but little, if it does not through
the memory pass into the life, Thus Luther
through the medium of God’s word, stored
up in his mind, received a revelation of the
living way :  “The just shall live by faith.”
The holy text taken up to the memory may
lie dormant for many years ; but in some un-
expected moment it springs up in the waste
places of the soul, grateful as “a refuge from
the storm, a shadow from the heat.”  More
of the word learned by heart, hidden in the
heart, is one need of our Christianity.—Afid-
Continent.
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ALL JOIN.

One characteristic of a live church is the
fact that all the people participate in the ex-
erciges. A stranger can tell by the way the
first tune starts whether there is auy life
thero, A church that does notsing isa dead
church., Tt is awful to find a cold drizzle of
music coming down from the organ loft,
while all the people beneath sit in silence.
‘When a tune wanders around lonely and ua-
befriended, and is finally lost amid the
arches because the people do not join in it,
there is not much melody made unto the
Lord. In heaven they all sing, though some
there cannot sing half so well as others. The
Methodist Church has sung all around the
world, and gone from conquest to conquest,
among other things, because it is a singing
church ; and any Christian church organiza-
tion that with enthusiasm performs this part
of its duty will go on from trinmph to tri-
umph. A Church of God that can sing can
do anything that ought to be done. We go
forth into this holy war with the Bible in
one hand and a hymn book if the other. Oh
ye who used .0 sing the praises of the Lord,
and have got out of the habit, take your
harps from the willow,—Christian Herald,

WITH THE HEART.

4in employer pointing to two men work-
ing side by side in his shop, said to me:
““Though I pay them the same wages, one of
them is worth twice as much to me as the
other, because he puts his heart into every
thing that he does. He is interested. He
is anxious always to do his best. His neigh-
bor, on the contrary, thinks eonly of his
wages. He will shirk whenever be thinks
that he can do so and not be found out. I
cannot trust him. I have to watch him
closely, or he will send out work that is im-
p]erfec,t, and will injure the reputation of the
shop.’

"pWell, what does the man you commend
gain by putting his heart in if you pay the
same wages ?”

“Nothing at present except the satisfac-
tion one feels in trying to do his duty. But
I shall need a foreman one of these days,and
he will get the place. I can’t discriminate
now between them, for the union, to which
all our workingmen belong, won’t permit
that. But, in spite of its arbitrary rules,the
man who docs his best will be rewarded in
due time.”

While my friend was talking I could not
help thinking about Christian workers.
Though God says at the outset, “My son,
give me thine heart,” and, ‘“With the heart
man believeth unto righteousness,” yet how

few of us serve the Lord ‘‘heartily.” I
sometimes think that the reason some
preachers are more successful than others is
just because they put more heart into their
work., A man may write a tirst rate sermon
and he may preach it well ; the logie, rhe-
toric and clocution may all be admirable,
and yet it will neither edify a Christian nor
awaken a sinner, Why? It lacks the ele-
ment of life. Thke heart’s blood of the
speaker is not in it. It does not throb with
the spid@of John Knox, when he cried :
“Lord, five me Scotland, or I die I If tu
love the Lord with all the heart is the first
and great commandment, surely we ought
to serve him hearti'y. Heart-work is always
earnest work, aund it is nearly always suc-
cessful work,—Herald and Presbyter.

EVENINGS AT HOME.

In some families the chapter on evenings
at home, if such a chapter were written,
would be very brief, It would be as brief,
perhaps, as a certain chapter on snakes in
the *‘Natural History of Iceland, which con-
tained merely the statement : “There are no
snakes in Iceland.”

In too many families there are no evenings
at home, Lectures, social entertainments,
business meetings, engagements of various

| kinds, occupy one or another of the members

of the home circle, and leave no place for
evenings at home. A habit is thus formed
of flitting from one place to another, and
leaving undeveloped the exhaustless re-
sources of the home, until to ¢he restless
wanderer, what he calls home, is only a
place to go from and return to while pausing
‘before another excursion, and not a place of
refreshment, of rest, of upbuilding and
peace.

It has been said that the superiority of
the peoples in the temperate zoue to those
living in the tropics in point of enterprise
and ecivilization is largely due to the neces-
sity the winter season imposes of finding en-
joyment and employment within doors, and
in the majority of cases within the family
circle—at home. The long winter evenings
afford opportunity of study and reading, and
invite the development of internsl resources*
When candles come in at five o'clock or
earlier, and fresh magazines come with them,
or some new book is to be explored, the
evenings are too shert and bed time comes
far to soon.

One can bear so many lectures, can sce so
many people, can witness so many interest-
ing sights, can get into so vapid and dissipat-
ed a state of mind, that his capacity for the
simple and normal enjoyments of the fireside

is for the time destroyed, just as one can



254 THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

eat highly-spiced foods, candi¢s and sweet-
meats till plain and wholesome foods become
insipid. But indigestion waits on the one
course of action as surely as upon the other.
He that set the solitary in families has so
organized the human heart that its purest,
highest, sweotest carthly joy is found in the
home. While social pleasures are to be cul-
tivated, and may yield much fruit that is
valuable and desirable, the wmost Juscious
and precious is that which ripens In loog
and happy ovenings at home.—New York
Christian Advocatc.

START TO-DAY.

I'll turn over a new leaf, I will,
gin next week.

Who has not heard a man make it, too,
with the honest intention of doing what he
says?

It is Thursday ; perhaps he has had a bad
week—idled away his time, or wasted it in
even worse fashion, and now his conscience
reproaches him, and he listens to it.

‘“Yer, I have done wrong,’ he says., ‘I
know Letter ; I can do better, God helping
me, I will begin to be a different man.” All
this is fair speech enough, but the conclusion
spoils it. ‘L will begin next month—next
week—to-morrow.’

My friend—you whose conscience is prick-
ing you—listen to me, and I will tell you
when you must begin that new life:  Not
next month, when you have wiped off old
scores ; not on Monday next, when you can
start with a resolute heart for a steady
week's wogk : not to-morrow, when you
mesn to get up early and be a different man
altogether, buv now, this very momend.

'l be-

Not one second must you waat : everything’
g

depends on the present moment. Do not say,
1 am too ashamed, or miserable, or tried to
begin. I must wait a bit and gather myself
ogether for the start.’

All these ave falsc excuses made for you by
the father of lies, who knows how weak you
are, and wants to hinder you from making a
fair start.’

You must start to-dav—at once. Never
mind if you canuot doany great thing to
prove to the world that you are making that
start. Start with vonusulf-—with Gad.

Wash your fuce as a beginning, and then
say a prayer four words long, if you do not
feel able for more; ‘Help me, O God,” and
then begin the vew life, if it is only fetching
a pail of water for the house, or saying a
kind word to your little child.

‘There is a bit of rhyme which runs in my
head as I write—

He who Heaven wins
Starts for it {o-day.

I always wistrust the man who says heis
going to mend his ways to.norrow.

Besides, how does he know he will have a
to-morrow? No man can say he will not
meet with an accident any moment, and be
brought home dead, unable to make any new
beginning.

The Master has come and found His ser-
vant doing—what? His best? No. Doing
nothing, waiting for to-morrow to mend.

Waiting is not doing, it is idling. The
Master may well call thet man ‘\Wicked and
slothful servaunt.’

But I do believe that you will not be found
in this sad case ; you have repented of your
past wickedness, now you have only your
sloth to conquer.

Shake yourself .and say, ‘I will mend my
ways ; I will beging not next month, nor next
week, nov to-morrow, but ¢o day.” To-day,
this mowent, is yours—yours to turn to the
best acconnt.

Use it then. Say thankfully, ‘I hear God
calling me to amend my ways, and I will do
so. I will begin this day, this moment.

With such a resolve in your heart, on
your lips, God will, must help you, and to-
morrow’s course will be easy since you make
the start to-day.

FORGIVENESS.

The duty of Christian forgiveness does not
require you, nor are you allowed, to look on
injrssice, or any other fault, with indiffer~
ence, as it were nothing at all, merely be-
cause i:is you that have been wronged.

But even where we cannot but censure, in
a moral point of view, the conduct of those
who have injured us, we should remember
that such treatment as may be very fitting
for them to receive may be very unfitting
foc us to give. To cherish, or to gratify,
haughty resentment, is a departure from the
pattern left us by Him who *‘endured such
conttadictions of siuners against Himself,”
not to be justifiel by any oftence that can
be commtted against us.  And it is this re-
collection of Him whaq, faultless Himself, de-
signed to leave us an example of meekness
and long-suffering, that is the true principle
and motive of Christian forgiveness. We
shall best fortify our purchase under injuries
by remembering how much we oursclves
have to be forgiven, and that it was ‘‘while
we were yet sinners, Christ died forus.” Let
the Christian, therefore, accustom himself to
say of any one who has greatly wronged
him, ‘“That man owes me an hundred pence.”
Au old Spanish writer says, ‘‘To return evil
for good is devilish ; to return good for good
is human ; but to return good for evil is god-
like. WHATELY.
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IMITATE GOOD MEN,

BY REV. A, J. REYNOLDS.

Paul says to the Thessalonians, “ye be-
came followers of us.”  We ought to imitate
good men. Be manly. We ave creatures of
imitation. The child imitates the purent,
the scholar the teacher. A leading man in
the nation impresses his character on that
nation ; thus with Washington. The Cen-
tennial of his inauguvation testifies to the

fact that he has made his mark, so with
Lincoln. Who can tell how much good he
has done by his example ?

Even in society, a leading lady will be fol-
lowed for good or ill by all her neighbors.

Ivitate good men and women. Imitate
Jacob praying at Bethel, Moses worshipping
at the burning bush, Elijah bold at Mount
Carmel, David singing psalms, Peter preach-
ing at Pentecost. Imitate Luther before
the Council, the Pilgrims forsaking England,
Lincoln signing the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. Imitate, ladies, Sarah, Hannah, the
Mary’s, Elizabeth Fry, Harriet Newell.

1t is easier to sneer at the imperfections
of the saints than to imitate their virtues.
An oak may be tall and beautiful, but if it
has o knot or & crooked branch, men point
to the defects. This is unfair and ungener-
ous.

It is a glorious privilege to follow the ex-
ample of good men and women. To write
your name with the names of aposties aod
martyrs. “To record your name with the
Huguenots and early martyred Christians,
and with Ridley and Latimer and Tyndall
who printed the tirst English Bible. Not
that we need dic as they did, but we should
live like them.

The Roman Church canonizes and wor-
ships the saints. We would not erect altars
to the saints, nor worship their images, but
we ought to imitate good people as far as
they followed Christ. A

Tmitation is the sincerest flattery ; to imi-
tate good people is to honor them truly.

Many people brag of their descent from
the Puritans, and yet fail to imitate the
good in them aud instead ridicule their sterl-
in%piety.

aunl says—“Be ye followers of me even
as Tam of Christ” 1 Cor. 11: 1. “Be fol-
lowers of the Church of God.” 1 Thes. 2:
14

Be not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the pro-
miges.” Heb. 613,

Imitate good men.

CALLOUS FRELINGS.

Those fortunate people who are veally busy
are apt to know the value of time, and to use
it somewhat wisely ; but you who have say,
two or three hours daily for veading, and who
give thoso hours to the newspapers, periodi-
cal literatare, or sensational trash, do you
realize what you are doing? Do know that
you are riveting about your mind claims,
formed, perhaps, yearsago, which it will take
wondrous strength to break ? Haveyou nover
stopped to think what it is you are depriving
yourself of 2 What is it you are accustom-
ing yourself to. Do you not know that you
are binding yourself down to narrow limita.
tions by doing as you pleree ? Let us illus-
trate—one trembles befere illustrations, but
perhaps thismay clear the way someowhat:
A friend of mine has been learuing the guitar;
the other day I took her hand and mnoticed
that the ends of certain fingers were hard
and callous ; she explained that she had
made them so by playing. She could not
rlay unless her fingers were hardened, it
would be too painful. That is just the way
your emotions have become hardened by
bringing them again and again into contact
with those strings of sensational novels, un-
til you do not find even the most horrible de-
tails of human suffering ‘“‘too painful.” If
you are not fully satisfied of the truth of
thig, and are fond of experiments, take oune
of the saciety novels you are in the habit of
reading, one of ihe ‘‘awfully interesting”
kind, the kind yon can’t bear to put down
unfinished, and read it aloud to any intelli-
gent boy or girl of from twelve to fourteen
years of age ; take a youngster of whose
freshness and innocence you are assured, and
in whom you are specially interested (I beg
you wou’t take one in whom [ am incerested);
now do you sce what I mean? Do you see
how you have calloused your mind and heart?
or do you think the illustration wofair, and -
that yon have a right to read what children
ghould not ? T admit that you caen under-
stand what they cannot ; but for that very
reason your feelinga ought to be more, not
less, ke_en than theirs. The effect of right
education should b3 as to cause your soul to
be at least as much shocked atsin and shame
as thesoul of a child. That was Christ’s
meaning, I think, when he made becoming
‘‘as little children” the condition of entrance
into the kingdom.—N. Y. Chrisitan Advo-
cate,
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SCANDAL.

A whisper broke the air—

A soft light tone, and low,

Yet barbed with shame and woe
Now, might it only pevish there,
Nor further go !

Ab, me! a quick and eager ear

Caught up the little meaning sound !
Another voice has breathed it clear,
And so it wandered round
From eav to lip, from lip to ear,
Until it reached a gentle heart,
And that—it hroke ! -~London.

OUR SALVATION IS NEARER.

For now salvation is nearer,

"Tis nearer than when we believed ;
The light on our pathway is clearer,
And auty’s less deeply perceived.

He shall know of the doctrine who ever
His Master's commands will obey,
God's Spivit shall teach him and never
Permit him: to wander astray.

For now our salvation is nearer,

The seed in our heart grows apace,

The cross unto us has grown dearer,
We're nearer the end of the race.

The kingdom of God is like leaven,

Its workings though hidden are sure,
We are growing in meetness for Heaven
Were daily becoming more pure,

For now our salvation is nearer

Chen when the dear Lord we first knew
The light on our pathway is clearer,
No shadow e¢’er flits o’er the view.

The path of the just is still brighter,
E’vn unto the glad perfect day,

At ovening time it is lighter

With Heaven’s own glorious ray.

.

‘The following notice has been sent to us
for publication.

Each Christian Endeavor Society in Nova
Scotia is carnestly requested to send two
delegates to the Provincial convention,which
ig to be held in Picton on Angust 13th, 14th,
and 15th of this year. Secretaries of Socie-
ties will please votily Miss Jean D, Faleon-
er, Picton, of the names of their representa-
tives. Each society is respectfully request-
ed to send o financial contribution to the
expenses of the convention.

FUSSING.

Thero was once a Prime Minister who
fussed and fretted very much over the state
of the country. He almost fretted himself
into a fever. At lust his old servant went to
him and asked him, “You believe in God,
my lord 7' .

Yes, the Prime Minister did.

‘You believe He cared for the world be-
fore you were born ?’

Yes, that was true.

‘And He will direct it after your death ?”,

Put your trust in the Lord and give up
fretting, my friends.

That boy you have to send ou’ into the
world, whom you loug to follow, and guide,
and protect, hand him over to God. Pray
for him day and night, but do vot weary
yourself aud God by fretting over him.

That sick relative over whom you yearn,

desiring to watch every breath, only your
daily duties forbid it, commit to God’s keep-
jug. He or she will be none the better for
your fretting.

That business matter which is a worry to
you, because, as you say, you can’t be at
every end at once, take that to the great
Unslecping Que too.

‘Yes, yos.” The great man impatiently
waved his servant away.

But the old fellow had one thing more to
say. ‘Then can’s you trust Him to mauage
it while you are in it 7 .

I often think of this story when I see peo-
ple fussing over troubles and perplexities,
and forseeing all sorts of dengors in- the fu-
ture unless they keep an eye on everythiog,
Why can't you believe that God rules, and
does not leave the world to the chance man-
agement of a shorteighted man?

Do your best and leave the rest,
upon it, fussing never did any good.

The heavy cloud is often ‘big with mercy,’
The trouble in the distance grows less ter-
rible.a: it comes nearer.

How many times have we not heard peo-
plesay of an ill that has come and gone, ‘It
wasn't half so bad as I expected ? And yes
they fussed and fretted, and wore penple’s
lpz'u;i(t;nce out with their complaints before-
hand.

‘Pake to heart the old servant’s advice,
and trust God to’ wunage things for you
when everything looks in a tangle. Ask
Him to bring yon safely through it all, and
continually check the fretting spirit which
would mistrust His care.

Depend



