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- The Camadian Independent,

“ONE 1S YOUR MASTER, EVEN CHRIST, AND ALL YE ARE BRETHREN.)
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FFopics of the "XX7 eek.

hard it is to entitely root vut the established habits

and customs of a pcople ; but it 15 not strange when
we look upon it in connection with the many sad

'hnvc witnhessed a royal review of the troops, their'

the three subsequent years is stated by Albany Fon-

carringe being allowed a place only a few yards from | blanque to have amounted td nearly an average of
THE Natal “Mercury” says: Many of the Chris- | Her h.iajcsty." They have been tenderad a special | £70,000 for each bishop.

tian Caffres in South Africa still sell their daughters reception by the Qucen, have attended church at St.
for cattle, and practise polygamy as formerly. 50'[’.1111'5, and have visited the Woulwich Arsenal. They

cxpress themselves as pleased with everything , but
the only remaik which has been yuoted across the

| . .
Atlantic was the single statcment made by one of

delingencies in Christian character among those | them that he “had not yet seen anything bad in Lag-

trained under all the highest Christian civilization.

fand.” He hadn’t fathomed London.

I1 seems that attention is being specially
drawn in England (0 the el efiects of smoking as
practised by boys. Oae Lnghsh physician is men-

'tioncd particularly as having examined thirty-eight of

these precocious smokers, ranging from ne to fif-
teen years of age. In twenty-two of these cases he
found various disorders ol the circlation and diges-

THERE are funercal ministers, says Dr. John Hall; Ax arch.vological and §cientiﬁc cxpcfli}ion is now  tion, palpitation of the hc.m,.?r.ld more or less marked
gentlemen who carry around with them an air of pro-  # route to Central America, t_mdet the joint auspices inchination for strong drnk. Twelve were subject to
fessional solemnity ; they carry it even in their hm-'of the Gpverr}menﬁ of the Um}c;d States anfi Frapgc. frequent bleediny at the nose and an equal number
bands and pocket handkerchiefs, and luok as if gen- 'I"he main objects of the expeditiun are the investiga- had shight ulcer.}uon of the mouth. All thiss tl)e
teely laid out in their coffins, There was a minister ‘t'_°“' with some approach te thoroughness and scien- , most natural thingin the world, as can be seen in
of this sort called on to marry a young couple ; he  tific method, of the monumental an('i other remains of | thousunds of ases cverywhere. We don't need to
stretched out his hands, and unconsciously commenced j €311y civilization in the nucleus of New Spain—Yuca- |, go to England for illustrations.  All over Canada we
the burial service. “Sir,” spoke up the young man, tan, Guatemala, and the ndjcfmmg provinces of Mexico ,see these juvenile smohers by 1hc. hundred, puny,
“ we came to be wedded, not buricd 1" To which the |~ and generally the collection of such dafa as may  spindle-shanked, taliow faced, stupid-eyed, nervous
gentleman of the cloth responded, * It won't be many tend to thm\}' light on the many intricate problems nincompoops, just not quite su dazed and mindless as
years before you'll wish you had been buned.” Mm,‘connected.\?nh Ehe mysterious .raccs of Anahuac.  the Chinese Up.lulll smoker but n9t n‘mch better.
isters should be men first, then ministers—manliness ‘The expedition will, for the first time, take casts of all , Whether or not it be a mark of genius in a man to

and godliness are twin qualifications.

THE trustees of Liberia College, West Africa, have
resolved upon the removal of that institution to some

point in the iaterior more salubrious and more advan-
tageous to the interests of the country. The fact that
many chiefs of border tribes are seching an educaton
for their sons is a great incentive in this enterprise.
Dr. Blyden is the president of this mstitution ; anc,
considering the wide-spread use of the Arabic language
in the country of the Mandingos and Foulahs just
back of Liberia, a native African professor of Arabic
is to be added to the faculty, In February last Dr.
Blyden sent 1,200 Arabic Bibles into the interior, the
gift of a benevolent Christian lady.

IT has been asserted that certain of the later manu-
scripts of President Edwards have been kept from
publication, because in them this enunent theologian
had expressed views at vanance with lus earher wn-
tings, and had notably given utterance to opinions on
the Atonement differing from those which are held by
Evangelical Christians. Dr. Tryon Edwards, in
whose hands all the manuscripts of President Ed-
wards were placed, has wnten a letter in which he
contradicts these rumours., He says: “[ know of #o
suppression of any of the aopinions of Edwards, much
less of any omussion or change of expression that
would in the least modify us well-known theological
or doctrinal views.”

CARLYLE said with a great deal of truth when dis-
coursing on the Jesuits, a good many years ago:

important bas-reliefs and inscriptions, and thus do for
the antiquities of Central America what has already
been done so amply for Egyptian and Assyrian re-
mains, and perhaps ultimately render possible the
solutivn of the linguistic problem. One collection of
'these reproductions will be offered to the Smithsonian
 Institute at Washington, and another will find a rest-

‘ ing place in the Trocadero of Paris.

THE missionaries of tae China Inland Mission often
meet with native Roman Catholics, some of whom are
of families which have professed the * Jesus” religion
lthrough six or seven generaﬁons'. Their numbers
| must be considerable. Mr. Nicoll writes that when
he was in Yunnan he was told, at a village where he
rested over night, that there was a family of Roman
Catholics in the place. He started out in the morn-
ing with a hope that he might meet some one of the
'l’nmily. He was more successful than he expected,
easily singhing out a shop in which a picture of Jesus
hung. Stopping to look at the picture, the owner of
the shop came forward, with the eager inquiry : “ Do
you praise Jesus?” The missionary says this little
incident gave him more pleasure than anything clse
that occurred during his journey. Nr. Nicoll was ac-
companied by his wife, whose presence excited great
curiosity. At Chung-K'ing, for the first two weeks,
from 100 to 200 women called daily to see Mrs. Nicoll,
and subsequently the number of callers increased 1o
from 400 to 500. There has been a most excellent
opportunity for preaching to thenw.

THE incomes of the heads of the Episcopal Church

smoke tobaceo we shall nut stay at present to inquire,
only remarking by the way that we have met with a
very cons.lerable number of adult and most vigorous
warshippers of the weed who certainly gave not the
slightest intimation of having gemus of any kind. As
far, however, as boys are concerned we may safely
affirm that universal experience goes to shew that if
they betake themselves in their teens or even sooner
to the tobacco or the cigar, they will soon get quit of

HOW WEEDS MULTIPLY.,

Sixty thousand mullein seeds have been produced
from a single stalk. Patient and careful counting
have shewn that a single plant of purslane produces a
million matured seeds. The counting is achieved by
first counting the pods, then the seeds in a single pod.
The sced from a single plant will furnish a seed for
every square foot in twenty-threc acres. If each of
them produced a million seeds, then we should have
the amazing amount of 1,000,000,000,000 seeds from
one plant in two years.

The Bible uses weeds as its illustsation of sin. A
vivid illustration it is, Weeds pollute the air, exhaust
the ground, destroy all useful vegetation, and spread
with amazing ropidity. So does sin. It mars the
moral atmosphere and surroundings of the man, it
uses up the strength which might be used for good, it
destroys his love for the good and noble in lile, it in-
fluences his fellows in a million deleterious ways.
Shall we not hate 1t? Shalt we not dread it?

The suggestion which flows from these facts about

“ Ignatius’ black militia have been campaigning over |
all the world for about three hundred years, and openly |
or secretly have done a mughty work everywhere. |
Who can count what a work ! When you meet a man ]
believing in the salutary nature of the falsehoods, and |
and the divine authority of things doubtful, and fancy-
ing that to serve the good cause he must call the devil
to his aid, there 1s a follower of unsant Ignatius; not |
till the last of these men has vamished from the earth |
will our account with Ignatius be quite settied, and |
his black militia have got therr nuttimus to chaos

are as follows . The Archbishop of Canterbury, £15,- the rap'd multipli‘cation of wc:.:ds is equally signiﬁcant
000 per annum ; the Archbishop of York, £10,000 per ‘(Or much more significan ) with regard to sin. For
annum ; the Bishop of London, £10,000 per annum ;isin multiplies its mﬂl.xences. with .thc same rapidity.
the Bishop of Durham, £8,000 per annum ; the Bishop ! Fallen human nature is a soxl.sp::cxally adapted to ti}e
of Winchester, £7,000 per annum; the Bishop of,growth and propagatiop of wlc.kedness, am.i every sin
Lly, £5.500 per annum; the Bishop of St. Asaph, planted in this soil will certainly bear thirty-fold, a
£5,200 per annum ; and the remainder not less than  hundred-fold, or 2 thousand-fold, unless restrained by
£4,000 nor more than £5,000 per annum, the proper  the hand of God.  And each one of these new plants
average to be maintained by a revision of the revenues will be a new sced-bearer, scattering in turn its evil in-
of the various Sees every seven years, In addition to , fluences, until the world would become (did not God
his salaty, the Primate of England possesses two restrain it) as full of evil as it was beore the flood.
again.” pilaces—one at Lambeth and the other at Addington, | For Ehe.re Is no remedy save the regenerating and
near Croydon—and that in connection with the latter ; sanctifying influences of God. —Christian Qbserver.
THE three Waganda chiefs, Mtesa’s ambassadors, | ke was given the title to a pleasure garden (by an :

bave been made the objects of special attention in , order of Her Majesty's&Privy Council on the 27th of, AN old clergyman said . “When I come to die I
England. They were honoured with seats on the August, 186y), consisting of over 467 acres. The shall have my greatest grief and my greatest joy ; my
platform at the late eighty-first anniversary of the j ainount of personal property amassed by twenty-four , greatest grief that I have done so little for the Lord
Church Missionary Society, where they were sur- | bishops who died during the fifteen years preceding Jesus, and my greatest joy that the Lord Jesus has
rounded by lords and bishops and archdeacons. They {the appointment of the Ecclesiastical Commiission aﬁd! done so much for me.”
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HOW IS THIS?

Mr. Mill again is satisfied with the affirmiation that
the genius and moral qualitics of Jesus are sufficient
to account for all the effects which we have described.
Here are his words and very remarkable onesthey are
as coming from him : * About the life and sayings of
Jesus there is a stamp of personal originality com.
hined with profundity of insight, whicl:, if we abandon
the idle expectation of finding scientific precision,
where something very different was aimed at, must
place the Prophet of Nazareth cven in the estimation
of those who have no belief in His inspiration in the
very first rank of the men of sublime genius of whom
our species can boast. When this pre-eminent genius
is combined with the qualities of probably the great-
cst moral reformer and martyr to that mission who
ever existed upon earth, religion cannot be said to
have made a bad choice in pitching on this man as
the ideal representative and guide of humanity ; nor
even now would it be easy, even for an unbeliever to
find a better translation of the rule of virtue from the
abstract into the concrete, than to endeavour so to
live that Christ would approve our life.” But I sub-
mit, that it is not possible to go so far as this without,
for the sake of logical consistency going much farther,
For genius alone will not account for the effect which
even Mr. Mill recognizes was produced on men by the
life of Christ. No. Not even when it is allied with
the qualities of a moral reformerand amartyr. Even
if we admit that such genius as Jesus possessed is not
itsclf the very thing to be accounted for, considering
the surroundings of His youth and manhood, it re-
mains a fact that the world has never been regener-
ated Dy genius, or moved to offer such hamage to
those who were dowered with it, as men pay to Jesus.
Homer did not become a deity to the Greeks nor
Virgil to the Romans, No name of genius is more
honoured to-day in Germany than that of Goethe;
but what a difference is there between the feelings of
his admirers toward him and those cherished—I1 will
not say merely by Christians, but by the world at
large—toward Jesus! At the mention of the name of
Robert Burns every Scotchman's “bloed ” {to use his
own words regarding Wallace) “boils up in a spring-
tide flood,” but who thinks of him as a regenerator of
society? Or who would organize a mission to carry
his life-story to heathen nations? Probably the most
cosmopolitan specimen of genius the world has ever
seen was that of William Shakespeare ; but who does
not feel as wide a divergence between his writings,
admirable as they are, and these four Gospels, as
there 1s between the electric light and a star; between
the finest specimens of the architect’s handiwork and
the magnificent cathedral rocks that rise sheer and
high on the side of the Yosemite? for the one is
human in its origin, and the other is the handiwork of
God.

Nay, even when to the element of genius we add
those of the moral reformer and the martyr, we are
not perceptibly nearer giving any adequate explana-
tion of the effects produced on humanity by the life of
Christ than we were before. For we find genius, re-
forming energy, and martyrdom, all combined in the
story of Socrates, which always, as I read it, seems to
me to constitute the high water mark of mera unaided
manhood. But what is Socrates to men to-day?
What churches have been founded for his worship?
What missionary associations have been instituted for
the translation and diffusion of the “Pheedo,” the
“Cnito,” and the “ Apology?” And who among the
children of men is moved to abstain from doing wrong
or to persevere in doing right for the sake of the son
of Sophroniscus? While, on the other hand, with a
vast multitude of mankind, there is no motive so
powerful as the “for my sake” from the lips of the
Son of Mary. There is here, therefore, in the life of
Christ, some quality that is not found in manhood, as
such. What is that quality if it ic not supernatural?
What is it, if it is not divine? It is at least, all his.
tory being the witness, superhuman; and yet it has
become so mighty on our race because the superhuman
operated through One, who, whatever else He was,
was also really aman, Here is a moralmiracle which

renders credible the physical signs and wonders with
which its manifestation to men was accomplished,—
Dr, 3. M, Taylor.

RECEIVING CHRIST.

Reception of any blessing is conditioned by the
tender of it. It is so both with respect to the manner
of securing it and the method of enjoyingit. If some-
thing I desire is offered for sale, I can obtain it only
by the payment of the price demanded for it. If
offered for exchange, 1 can secure it only by furnish-
ing that which is desirc in exchange, If offered
gratuitously,l secure 1t by merely accepting it,  If the
offer be absolutely free, the acceptance is such, If it
be conditional, such also must the acceptance be. In
all human intercourse reception of anything is con-
ditioned by its tender. In no case can anything be
legitimately secured otherwise than by compliance
with the terms on which it is ofiered.

Neither can it in any case be otherwise legitimately
enjoyed. If I have received of a physician a liquid to
be used as & lotion, I may not use it as a potion, If
I have reczived of him lhiquor for medicine, I may not
use it as a beverage. If a person tenders me his ser-
vices as a physician, I have no right to expect his
services as a lawyer. If he tenders me his services as
a teacher, I have no right to seek his services as a
tailor.

In all the varied activities of life, individual men
have their individual pursnits. They qualify them-
selves for their respective callings, They offer their
services to their fellows in these respective callings.
They claim proficiency, offer service in no other avo-
cations. I have no right to expect of any a service he
does not tender.

Upon these principles [ act in all my intercourse
with my fellow-men. If my horse needs to be shod I
take him to the blacksmith. If my watch needs re-
pairing [ take it to the silversmith. If my health is
failing I go to a physician. If I am threatened with
litigas n I go to a Jawyer. [f [ seek an education for
myself or my child 1 look up a teacher or a school
Having wants of any kind, I look up those who tender
supply for such wants, and from them seek what |
need. Where there gre rival offers, 1 choose that one
which on the whole promises the best supply at the
least cost. Having chosen my supply, 1 yield inyself
to it as completely as the grounds of my confidence in
it will permit,

In sickness I surrender myself to my physician—
comply with his directions and take his prescriptions,
In litigation | abide by the advice of my counsel and
do as he directs. In education I defer to my teacher
credit his statements and study the books of his se-
lection.

The same principles essentially apply in the inter-
course of a sinner with the Saviour. In this respect
I have wants. I am a lost sinner and need salvation.
It matters not how I have reached that knowledge, or
come to that feeling. It is enough that I know I am
lost and that I feel my need of a Saviour. 1 learn
that there is such a Saviour as I need. Full account
of Him is given in God’s Word. I there learn His
history—His character, His claims, and something of
what He has done. 1 learn His conception of my
case and how it Is to be treated, His qualifications for
the work and the conditions on which He will under-
takeit.

1 there learn that my condition involves a three-fold
danger. I am ignorant, guilty and depraved. I am
ignorant of God, alienated from Him and disloyal to
Him. My ignorance must be removed, my guilt must
be expiated, and my character must be renewed.
Christ tenders me His services to accomplish these
results.

He offers Himself as the way, the truth and the life
—the only one through whom I can have access to
God. He offers Himself in a three-fold character
corresponding to the three-fold work to be accom-
plished. He is Pruphet, Prest and King. In this
three-fold character He tenders His services gratui-
tously. He offers them without money and without
price. He asks only that my trust in Him be zbso-
lute and my committal of myself to Him be without

reserve.  All other efforts to secure salvation must be
abandoned, all other rivals must be discarded, In
Christ, and in Him alone, I must put my trust. His
teaching is to be authoritative and final, His medla.
tion perfect, His supremacy absolute.

- \When, convinced that Christ is worthy of such trust,
1 thus give myself to Him, I receive Him ; but not till
then, It is only thus that He offers Himself to me in
the Gospel, and, as noticed above, in all cases recep-
tion must correspond to tender. Such surrender to
Chnst constitutes conversion—is possible only in
genuine conversion. Writing to the Corinthians,
Paul says, "1 give you to understand . . . . that no
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost " (1 Cor. xii, 3). It is easy enough otherwise to
acknowledge that Jesus is ¢ teacher, a priest, a king,
But not otherwise can the acknowledgment come that
He is s/ke teacher, the priest, the king,

There is here a characteristic difference between
Protestantism and Romanism. The former exalts
Christ, the latter exalts the Church., The former
quickens conscience, the latter benumbs it. The
former sends the penitent to Christ, the latter directs
him to the confessional. Rome relieves the burdened
conscience of its load and assumes the responsibility
of making peace with God. She relieves the Chris-
tian of the task of earnest study of God’s Word and
herself infallibly proclaims His truth. She relieves
him from the necessity of knowing His law and her-
self furnishes the code for his life, with convenienmt
compensations for transgressions of it.

But there is reason to fear the difference is some-
times more theoretical than practical—that even in
Protestant Churches Protestant principlés are disre-
garded. A person may be a real Christian and yet be
a very impe:fect one. His knowledge may be very
limited, his character very defective. He may not
receive as truth very much which you and 1 believe
and which our Church professes. He may esteem
many things to be lawful which you and I condemn,
and which our Church forbids, and yet be a Christian.
Does he bow to Christ? Does he accept Christ's re-
velation as the final test of truth, His righteousness as
the only ground of acceptance with God, His will as
the supreme rule of conduct? Then is he a Christian,
and as such I mus? receive him. Then it is mine to
persuade him that the dactrines I believe are those
which Christ teaches, the laws 1 obey and maintain
are those which Christ has enacted. Convincing him
of this I have a right to ask his acceptance of my
teaching, obedience to my law. “ Be ye followers of
me even as [ also am of Christ.” hLut I have no right
otherwise. 1 am not lord of God's heritage, but only
an example to the flock.—Rev. D. F. Bonser.

WORK VS. POVERTY.

In a Prussian roadside inn one hot summer’s day
several men were smoking and drinking. The room
was dirty and uncared for, and the men, who looked
quite in keeping with it, were railing at the way in
which Providence did her work, and contrasting the
luxury and idleness of the rich with the misery and
hardships of the poor,

During the conversation a stranger, 2 young man,
came in to eat his bread and cheese while his team
rested in the shade before the inn. For a time he
histened silently to the talk, and then joined in saying,
“You must strike ! ”

“ Strike against what? ” asked the peasants.

“ Against poverty ! ” answered the young man, “and
the weapon with which to strike is work.”

“Well said! Sensibly spoken !” laughed the peas-
ants.

“It would have been well for me had I always been
as sensible,” continued the stranger, “but 1 used to be
an idle rogue. I was strong and healthy, but I would
not work, and if now and then 1 was obliged to do
anything, I was off at once to the alehouse, and like
lightning the money was out and the brandy was in.
I went from place to place~that means, that every-
where I was turned away, for no master waats a loafer
about. Td soon had enough of farm service, and then
T went about to fairs and public houses 2s a fiddler.
Wherever anyone would hear me, I scraped my violin,
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but with all my scraping I was never able to gat a'

whole shirt to my back. Soon 1 grew tired of music
and then tried begging. 1 went up and down the
country, but most doors were shut in myface. People
said a healthy young fellow fike I was ought to work.
That enraged me. I grumbled that God had not
made me a rich man, and 1 was envious of all who
were better off than myself. I would have liked to
turn the world upsidedown that I might have been
able to lord it over the rich. One day I went into an
inn, sat down in a corner, and began muttering my
begging speeches. At a table not far from me sat a
gentleman (he is, as 1 afterwards heaid, a writer of
books); he kept glancing at me and I kept glancing
at him, for I thought he would be sure to give me a
good alms, and so he did, I'm spending it still.”

“What was it?” asked the men, who had listened
attentively.

“ He came up to me and asked me about my early
life. Itold him I had been a farm servant, and sent
from place to place—in short, 1 told him everything.
He listened quietly, shook his head, and at last said,
‘Shew me your hands !’ Astonished, I held Sut my
hands; he examined them all over, pushed up my
shirt sleeves, and again shook his head.

“¢What powerful hands! \What strength there
must be in these arms 1’ he said. ¢ My lad, you must
join in the war.!

“¢In what war2” I asked.

‘¢ In a war against your misery ?” he exclaimed in
a loud voice. “You fool, you imagine you are poor—
poor with such hands! What a madidea! He only
is poor who 1s sick in body or in mind. You are
healthy in body and in mind. Good heavens! with
such hands, poor! Set your wits to work and re-
flect upon the treasure God has given you in your
strong healthy limbs. Recover your senses and march
forward in the war.'”

“Bravo! That was very good,” laughed the peas-
ants,

 And so [ joined in the war,” continued the young
man. “I looked for a place, and now I am a farm
servant as before—nothing better and no richer ; but
I am content and industrious, and [ have served the
same master these five years, and shall stay with him
until one of us dies."—ZFrom the German of Thekla
von Gumpert,

KEEP IN THE SCHOOL.

This is a law of Christian life which no one can
neglect without loss. \When such an intellect as that
of St. Paul was brought to face the service of Christ it
required special teaching. . The Ethiopian eunuch
could not understand the prophecy which he was read-
ing until Philip explained it. The wisest worldly
mind must enter the kingdom of heaven as a child.
Many persons about entering upon a religious life
seem but half conscious of their spiritual ignorance.
‘They come up to the services and instructions of the
church irregularly—being preseat at one opportuniiy
and absent from another, thus losing often the very
teaching intended for them.

There is not a better sign of the new life than a
deep hungering for instruction. There is not a surer
path towards religious growth than that which goes
through every lesson. Real force of character cesides
in that conception of duty which consents to lose no
opportunity. Irregularity in secular education makes
a half-taught and a superficial scholar, The same
course in spiritual culture leads to the same result. It
is disheartening to see what defective Christian lives,
what feeble and flabby examples, what sickly shams
of religious character, come out of the half-schooling
with which so many Christians content themselves,
The church is God's school. All its ordinances, all
its services go to make up the curriculum of religious
education.

Half-doing is the bane of Christian life. It loosens
the jcints of the harness and opens the armour to let
in the devil's arrows. Half-doing is worse to-day for
Christianity than philosophical speculation. These
free-thinkers are constantly fooling themselves, and
are .coming to spots which they can cross only on
bridges of the most enormous credulity. A positive

.

and honest Christian living will hold its own against!

speculation. One hundred persons eagerly seeking
knowledge and honestly doing Christianity every day
will put to flight a thousand philosophical doubters,
Kcep yourself in the school then, young Christian.
Get every lesson. Be at every recitation,  Shew an
example of simple and steadfast sticking to it. Take
your life purpase from Psalm cxix. 35: “ I have stwes
unto Thy testimonics,” and see what ‘vonderful
strength will grow upon the life of any one who will
begin, no matter where, and simply keep learning and
keep doing the things which Christ is teaching us in
the duties of church life.

EVENING, AND MORNING, AND AT NOON
WILL I PRAY.

O God, abide with me,
For darkness falis,
And while Iay me down to sleep, to Thee
My spirit calls,
‘To Thee, to Thee:
Do Thou be with me through the hours of niﬁht.
Shine on my soul and make its darkness bright,
Till I become, in Thy most blessed light,
Like Thee, like Thee.

O God, abide with me,
For morning shines,
With it I rise and give mysclf to Thee,
My soul inclines
To Thee, O Lord ¢
O guidc me through the dangers of this day,
Keep Thou my heart lest T be led astray,
Keep Thou my tongue lest evil things I say,
Nor heed Thy Word.

O God, abide with me,
*Tis noontide now,
O keep me watchful, waiting, Christ, for Thee,
Nor, lLord, allow,
Throughout the strife,
That aught be suffered to usurp Thy place,
Obscure the shining of Thy blessed face,
Or hinder me to run the holy race
That leads to life.

O God, abide with my,
*T'is night once more,
Arnd now my soul sings hymns of praise to Thee,
Whom I adore,
And, longing, turns
Her latest, as her eacliest, thoughts to Thee,
‘That Thou the first, and Thou the last, mayst be,
Desiring in all things Thy haud to see,
While life’s lamp burns.

“MUST I JOIN THE CHURCH ?"

This was, no doubt, an honest question in the in-
wuirer, but it revealed an enorinous weakness. It was
a young person who asked the question as he was
looking out from a world-life into the new life of a
Christian. He had been loitering near the door a
long time. He was often greatly moved towards en-
tering. He had long ago learned what Christ taught
as to the terms of disciplestup. The cross, the yoke,
the confession, were familiar terms -even threadbare
in pulpit teaching, and yet ever requiring repetition.
But this youth had marked out a by-way for himself,
It was aside from the thoroughfare of common Chris-
tians. It was smooth, well shaded from the sun of
trial, and pretty free from the hills of difficulty. His
religion he thought to put away secretly in his heart,
His charities should be known only to God. His
confessions of Christ were to be so indirect and infer-
ential that common people could hardly suspect the
real secret of his life.

In some such state of mind as this our young friend
saw his companions leaving him to join the Chuich.
They were coming to the front of Chnistian living, and
were going to find out what cross, if any, might lie in
the path of open and honest discipleship. The flaw
in his experience was revealed in the question at the
head of this article. He had been smothering a
Christian life, feeble enough at best, under the non-
committalism of a secret religion.

.Of course, there can be but one answer to the state
of mind disclosed in this question. God may, indeed,
make cxceptions to the privileges of a Christian life.
He may lay upon us what disabilities he will. But
aside from such barriers, nothing is more sure than
that real love to Christ is an outpushing, and not a
scretive principle.  God only knows in what shades

it is possible for the plant of faith to live. Heonly

jcan tell how sickly a Christian life may be, and yet be

a Christian hfe. He only can tell us how little of
courage and heartiness one may use, and yet creep
into heaven. But the whele Bible s witness to the
fact that Christ s type of religion is one which holds
sincenty and purpose and pluck. The fecblest flower
seed has to push hard against the overlying clay.
And if the world is to enjoy the adour of its blossom
there must be quite a battle with scorching sun and
sweeping storm.

The real religion of Jesus Christ goes beyond this
question, ordinarily with a single bound. It is very
sure that all the workings and successes of Christian-
ity are achicved by another and a higher principle.

The remedy for such a questioner lies not in 2n.
swering his query so much as in finding, deep down in
his sou), a spring—a nervous, spiritual principle—
which pushes itself up and comes to the surface as un-
consciously as the seed germ. The religion of Jesus
Christ does not wait for a “ must,” becausg it is busied
in asking, What smay 1 do for Him who died for me?
—Philadelphia Presbyterian.

A PEASANT AND A NOBLEMAN.

Men who have risen from humble life to wealth and high
social rank, have often been ashamed of their parents, and
shewn them little attention or respect.  Such treatment indie
cates a vulgar mind. ‘True no%ilhy follows a different
method. Richard Hurd, an eminent bishop of the Church
of England at the close of the last century, was a man of
courtly manners, of great learning, who moved with distine.
tion in the best society in the kingdom. George III. pro.
nounced him ‘¢ the most naturally polite m:mlﬁt had ever
known.” He, however, never failed to shew the utmost re-
spect for his mother, a farmer's wife, of no education, but
of sterling character. When he entertained large companics
at the Episcopal Palace he led her with a stately courtesy
to the head of the table, and paid her the test deference.
The high-born families who sat at his table reverenced his
conduct, so becoming to a son and a gentleman,

THINGS SWEET AND PLEASANT.

Those things that are pleasant to us are generally good
for us. We were taught somewhat diflferently when we
were boys and 5&]5. pethaps to save the contents of the
sugar basin. We were solemnly informed of dangers to
teeth and stomach in the consumption of sweets. But ne.
groes in the cane fields who eat large quantities of sugar do
not spoil their teeth or stomachs in doing so. The things
that are sweet and pleasant to the unsophisticated palate,
and that our natural appetite desires, instead of being bad
for us are commonly good for us. You may taks that as a
safe general rule.  Animals follow it, and we are animals in
our material structure, and we do well to follow our instincts
in this direction even as they do.  Of course we are reason-
ing animals, and I must add that these instincts are conse-
quently to be followed within rational limits,— Zke Hu.
man Body and its Fupctions,

AN ARCTIC NOON, MUSSEL BAY,
SPITZBERGEN.

One day Nordenskiold and 1 walked out to the end of the
ice, to cnjoy near at hand the sight of the waves dancing in
joyous motion and the ice blocks swimming quietly. about.
Our way was over the ice and walking was excccdm;;ly daffi-
cult. When we reached the farthest part of the archipelago,
we threw ourselves down to rest and take a view of our sur.
roundings. They were surprisingly grand, The south.
western part of the vault of heaven was lighted by the cir.
cum-polar moon. In the flood of light which streamed out
from her there swam some few long drawn out clouds.
Right to the south near the horizon there was visible a faint
rcfdxsh glimmer, clearly and sharply distingmishable from
the white moonhght. Flere the sun had gone down, when
the long polar night had begun ; it was the last glimpse of
his light that we now saw. In thesouth.cast some few rays
of light changing every moment in strength, colour and po-
sition—in fact, the aurora in the form it commonly takes
here—raised themselves toward the horizon. Above our
heads gluws the pole star, everywhere over the sky sparkle
stars, darting stronger or weaker differently coloured lights,
and on the north or nottheastern horizon rests the deep
darkness of the polas night. I will not try to paint thcric‘n
changing play of colour and the ckiaroscuro full of effect.
Add to this glorious heaven a wide stretching sea gliftering
in the moonlight, the white surface of Mussel Bay with three
vessels standing out against it, the dark, precipitous fell sides
that surround it, and the little building on land from whose
every window Jamp-light streams—and the main points of
the panorama are enumerated. It is difficult 10 believe that
noon is approaching; it might rather be taken for cvening,
a%uict winter cvening in the country. A.grave stillness
and tranquility hangs over the neighboutho Only, now
and then the deep silence is brokea by a low grating sound,
It is heard in the direction of the edge of the ice, and is
produced by the subbing of the ice blocks against each.other
when they are moved by the swelll—Adolf Nordenskiold,

-~
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OUR respected editor is expected home next week.
We had expected to hear {rom him officsally, but have
not up to the time of gong to press. A\ private letter

speaks of health and prott, and we may expect after |

next issue to hear hum speak for humself.

THE McALL MISSION,

UR eye caught an extract in a contemporary from
some magazine article in which weread : “ltis
not enough that the minister should be well rcad in
church history, not enough that he should be able to
expound in logical fashion the Church doctrines of
the Trinity, atonement, etc.—he should strike down
through the sand of traditionitl belief to the solid rock
of ascertained fact. He should be qualified to mas
ter the great flood of free thinking that, instead of lay-
ing waste all that is fairest and best in our life, it
shall be as the broad river which fertilizes and clothes
with beauty all the land through which it sweeps in
its stately course,” etc,, etc, We drew breath—this
great flood to be mastered and utilized ! And gasp-
ing after some glimpse of the attainments necessary
for such an undertaking we uttered a sigh of relief as
we found in a short record of the above mission that
the Gospel has not lost 1ts old fashioned power to ele-
vate and bless. Yes, and old-fashioned words do not
need reforming to be true—publicans and harlots en-
ter Chnst’s kingdom before the Pharisees. R.W.
McAll, minister of a Congregational church in Lanca-
shire, son of Dr. McAll, of Manchester, in August,
1871, was visiting Paris.  Let lum introduce his own
story:

“ No thought was more remote than that of quitting fricnds
and country in order to becomc workers in France. The
eager reception of the tracts we offered first impressed us.
At that period the populace, fresh from heart-rending

disasters, seemed s‘)ccmlly responsive to any manifestation
of kind {eeling. We would not leave the city untll we had

lblood of their fetlows and old religious leaders, have
been subdued; peace and order reign where the influ-
ence of this mission extends, Ewven the political
excitement of 1877 passed without commotion. In

 the report of last year the following general totals are

,given :

j Religious mectings for adults....ooooivviiivienns 3,774
Aggregate attendanceat ditto. .. ...
Sunday schuuls and javensle meeungs.. ... ...
Apgregate attendance at ditto . .ovvvvieiniain...

I'Total attendance at rclip‘ious mectings for the year,

| exclusive of mothers’ meetings, etc......

525,236

| Iibles, New Testaments and Senptute Portions
f circulated, about. ..o vveiiiiaiiini i, 143
Tracts, ete, distributed, about . P ....158,920 |

No moral results can be estimated by statistics, |
but this is certain, that whilst the General Assembly
of the Irish Presbyterian Church has been whereas-ing
and resolving how to silence in four churches the
pip<s of organs, aad save nol yet suceeded, Mr. and
Mrs. McAll with the Gospel gladness have made a
wilderness begin to bloom and blossom. Nor is the
mission a new departure, it is but the result of the
old-fashioned way, and speaks volumes for us that the
Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth.  Perhaps the Irish Presbytenan
Church is not the only body of Christian men engaged |
in foibles whilst the old cry rises from the sin-smitten ]
world, Come over and help us. Do not let ship from |
the memory the McAll mission in Paris.

e

“MISTER HORN?

THE above is the title of a book professing to be

the biography of a Methodist local preacher of
the olden time. It is related of King George that
during the days or the Wesley and Whitefield revival
he replied to those who insinuated that Wesley was

bite some of my bishops.” Mister Hornhad a hob*

we are rather afraid of hobby-riding men. * ¥}
promise to manifest no sign of fear sh - YUt W€
Horn’s hobby become general. Mis ‘°“‘d, Mister
liarity was in giving, and he v Horn's pecu-
friends likeminded, Mar  8thered around him
pastor would like te ay a woyned. (hscoumge-d
congregation ; w introduce Mister Horn to his

spread his - e will endeavour to aid therein and
Mie sadness.
ot _er Horn has overtaken Bill Smith, a big, broad-

taken tracts witu the heart of the artusan disinct—Bellevilte,
We contrived to meet the worhmen as they returned hom-

ward at night. At the corner of two great thorough?
large group gathered round us. One intelligent - .aresa
could speak a httle English, stood forward s man, whao
were not a Chnstian munster,  Then, «  .od asked sf 1
spoke to this effect. *Sur, 1 have s sery cacnestly, he
Throughout this whole district, ¢~ .mething tu tedl you.
of ouvriers, we have, to ama-  ntaining tens of thousands
cannot accept an fu00sed o, done with the priests.  We
conic to teach us a © . rebgion.  But if anyone would
freedom and realit- cligion of another hind, a religion of

The appe-” y» many of us are ready for it,""

he with © -4l was answered, and severing home ties
yer - his wife returned totake up their abode in the

.y midst of the Communists, the dread of every-
body. Belleville is one of the most healthy parts for
situation of the city, but morally, socially, the Five
Points of New Yorkand St. Giles’s of London are but
mild types :

“A very large amount of misery, poverty and sin, is con-
centrated here; and from the dens with which jts Janes
abound went forth the communists or levellers, who with
¢ iberty, cqualuy and fraternity ‘on their banners,once sought
tu sweep away nut only rank, but pruperty,goioy; out through
the city as murderers or incendiaries.  Soured agamnst the
wealthy, and enraged against a priesthood who never ap-
proached them but for money, they struck right and left when
their oppurtumty came.  Nor could anyone say that thewr
provocation hai not been great, though their revenge was
terrible.”

The dreadful massacre of priests during the riots of
the Commune was perpetrated by the men of this
Belleville, and fearfully did the army of Versailles
avenge the deed. Here Mr and Mrs. McAll began
their work amidst the warnings of their friends. The
mission was opencd in 1872 Forty first gathered,
no disturbance ; one hundred came the sccond Sun-
day to hezr The ordinary prosaic work of Gospel
preaching and teaching, of house to house visiting
and individual appeal, has gone on regularly since,
and those wild men, whose hands were red with the

.

" .ouldered blacksmith. “The Lord loves to give,
Bil,” remarks Mister Horn. “ Ay,” is the response,
“and yet it is strange what a hindrance it was to me
when | first set out, thinking of what religion wou'd
cost. Why, I soon found out that rehgron saved me
four tunes as much as 1t ever cost.” Mister Horn -
terjects, “ 1 do wish the grumblers would thnk of i
that way, Bill. Why there’s Sally Green, the silly crea-
ture, before her husband got converted she used to
reckon nerself lucky if she got half Jack’s wages, and
only a shght thrashing besides; and now he brnings 1t
alt home, and is a decent fellow, she goes grumbling
at what he gives to the Lord’s cause.” This Sally
Green lived in the west of England ; there are some
brothers and sisters of hers over here. Mr. Joseph
Cook reminded his Boston audience, some tume since,
that for the past forty years the mulitary operations of
the natives against the Indians has cost on the aver-
age $12,000,000 annually. He insinuated that mis-
sionary operations might be cheaper and do the work
more effectually. This aspect of Mister Horns's hobby
should not be lost sight of in an age which ever n-
quires—does it pay?

Mister Horn enjoyed at night, when no one could
be offended thereby, a quiet smoke in his chimney
corner (our editorial chair is never lost in tobacco
smoke). When the time came for the renewal of
quarterly tickets, the leader headed the list with “a
beggarly threepenny bit.” *Why,” said Mister Horn
indignantly, “the fellow spends twice as much in the
week on tobacco -sixpence for smoke and threepence
for God.” Mister Horn's pipe had a conscience ;
many pipes have not.

“ The Lord loveth a cheerful giver,” and here we
may look into the ground of our friend’s cheerfulness
in giving, The clear frosty .ar of early winter made
;thesky to sparkle brilliantly with the stars. Mister

mad, “What, what, what! mad! I wish he would |~

tiorn surveyed the heavens in the light of his hobby,
* He giveth the stars, Oh ! how He loves to give—He
might have doled onc here and another there. But that
would not be like Hfm. Myrinds, myriads, O my God
ang Father what a great giving is Thine! Right
royal | Nay, never a king gave so, ’tis only like Thy-
sell—Thou lovest to give"—and a decper emotion
came over him as he added, ¢ He loved me and gave
Himself for me. Himself for me,” A chapel was to
be built (we want a chapel building fund), and Mister
Horn must give. * He loved me and gave Himself?
dwelt on his heart.  1le had saved a little; he resolved
to live on that saving for onc year; ncver worked he
more industriously than during that year. He had
grown miserly working, rising early and sitting up
late. Neighbours wondered—they wondered more
when, at a mecting for the new chapel a paper with an
cnclosure was placed in the minister’s hands, * One
year's work, £100. * He loved me and gave Himse)t:
for me.’ J. H,”- -“That was a happy year” was the
reminiscence of after days.

All Mister Horn’s acquaintances were not of his.
way of thinking, in fact the Christian world don't fol~
low this hobby, and Mister Horn occasionally had a.
plain taltk with such acquaintances. To one who
“fared sumptuously every day ” he went for arrears of
church money-—the old (not the good old) cry met him
- “times arc hard,” and Mister Horn turns to depart
with some such remarks as these, * Jesus gave gifté
among men, some apostles, and some evan~ ..o 4
some prophets, but ke didn't give o~ , 4~ ars. and
I don’t believe he wants any ei** oy OERATS

: iy .uer. [ like my yes or
::’r;::}:::‘ b!uflg T: d“: the ! saster’s name, and then 1 go

.«ll Hm what answer [ get.”

§omﬁe » of '\.ourse, disliked Mister Horn ; he was toe
strice , believed no one was right but himself. No hu-
san life is perfect, but we freely pardon the faults for
the sterling worth of a man we would gladly see in
our pulpits, airing his hobby in the light of the sun of
righteousness, telling us when complaining of many
calls and hard times “there is nothing that heals in
the gloom of righteousness, nothing that heals in the
chill, sunless 1cligion that goes through its duty cold
and unrejoicing, like a November day, They don’t do
much gzud who have stayed in the thunder till it has
turred their milk of human kindness sour.” Cour-
trous reader, permit me to introduce io your con-
science Mister Horn.

A RE-FORMED CHIIRCH,

I'THOUT doubt we need more honesty —-com-
mercially, politzcally, rehigiously, mitiun out pro-
fessed Church lines. A writer in “J.._u’s Living
Age,” copied from “ Blackwnud,” 2resents some novel
sugeestions as to this newd in an arucle on * The
Reconstruction of Sheepfolds.” The author professes
to be the fourth son of an impecumous peer, picking
up a living in the city out of the financial street
sweepings. His second brother had entered the
Church, was trained n caswmstry and a Ruualist.
Having some conscience qualms about his method of
“ Earning an honest hving ” he determined to lay his
case before his brother, deeming an affirmative opinion
from onc in holy orders an assurance to the con-
science. ‘To his surprise he was informed that the
Juestion was not onc of morals but of law ; and that
the prouper person to consult was a solicttor. Thus
he had already done, and after taking three days to
consult authorities the solicitor gave the opinion that
no law existed which could reach him. He had then
inquired whether his methods, though legally safe,
were morally right, to which the solicitor replied that
he was paid merely for a legal opinion, and with that
politely bowed him out. Upon explaining this inter-
view to his honourable and reverend brother, the
priest said that the question of morals and of law
were so inextricably involved that he could give no
opinion without being familiar with the legal bearings
of the case and also the custom which prevailed in the
city. He said that morals inmatters of finance were
relative, differing in different countries, and that 1t
was impussible to fix a sta.lard applicable to all
l’l‘hat thi> is the prevailing practical ominion even
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within the church is unfortunately too true, though to yourselves,” Rev. Mr. Declauner would do well tu

few have the honesty to say so, even to themscives.
‘Thus craving {or moral—indeed it would not be too
much to say for spiritual-—counsel, our friend finds
no rest, and falls into certain reflections we micy nro-
fitably fisten too. He finds that people don't like to
be preached at, and this he in some measure under-
stands. Yet howv arc men to be convicted of indivi-
dual sins? The members of the various congrega.
tions *“know they are miserable sinners, and are not
particulatly ashamed of publicly saying so, procided
they are all miserable together; but nobody hikes to be
considered an especially muserable sinner, nor to
have his particular sin pointed out.” He comes to the
conclusion that women, “ who all have consciences,”
would continue to go even to be preached at, that in-
deed the more faithful the preacher is the more they
would flock to hear him, the only danger being that
they would all end by adoring him, but the men
would if preached at stay away, and thus opportunity
would be lost. Now the way our friend suggests, to
obviate any appearance of invidious preaching, and
at the same time to ensure adequate treatment, is to
re-distnbute the cures of souls, Instezd of having
the country divided terntonally for ecclesiastical
purposes, he would have 1t spintually divided as well,
“According to the special moral requircments of
classes and gtoups, why, for 1nstance, should there
not be a properly qualified ministry set apart to in-
struct the laity as to the economic relations which
should subsist between man and man—a body of
clergy at the large commercial centres—specially to
preach sermons on financial morality, and to advise
applicants on all matters of conscience connected
with business.” Sermons might be preached on
“rigging” and “ cornering” and “ making a market.”
What a comfort it would be to know when it was—not
financially but morally—right to be a “ bull,” and to
hear truthfully about the great ** bear ” movement of
the week. Could not also a sermon be framed with
profit upon some such text as this: Thou shalt not
adulterate? A Trades’ Diocese and another for
Fashion would find much profitable work. “In the
House of Commons also the devotional excrcises
should not be limited to a prayer which members
avail themselves of, not for purposes of worship, but
of securing a seat for the impending debate.” We
have seen something akin to this last in ecclesiastical
assemblings.) Owur friend acknowledges these ideas to
e too crude for praciical cffect as they are, but we
may agree with him that these crude ideas have des-
cnibed “a few soual symptoms which are tending to o
general demorahzation, and which do not scem to
have been sufficiently brought to the notice of our
spiritval physicians. The fact is modern civilization
has developed a quantity of new views in all ranks
and classes and occupations in life, for which no pro-
vision seems to have been made morally in theology,”
and we may believe the writer when he says many
poor straying sheep are eagerly looking for shepherds
to whom, were they assured of right leading in such
paths as specified, they would flock without looking
to see whether they had the right kind of crook or not.

we—— eu———y
Teiterary JYRotices.

THE last issue received from 1. K. Funk & Co.,
Standard Seres, 1s “ Mr. Horn and his Frends,'
(upon whese old acquaintance, thus revived, we have
presumed to speakin our Editoral columns),and Vol.
1. of “Leland’s Orations of Demosthenes.” The calm,
clear, earnest speeches of this, the world’s great ora-
tor, could be profitably studied in a day when clap-
trap, sensation, grandiloquence, catch the ear. No
wandering among the stars or gazing into the depths.
Liscen to one of his perorations which justly describe
his power : “Ycu have now heard truth of the high-
est moment urged with freedown, simplicity and zeal.
You have heard a specch not filled with flattery, dan-
ger and deceit, calculated to bring gold to the speaker

and to reduce the state into the power of its enemies. | Chnistian bodies ought 1o know.

It remains therefore that the whule tenor of your con-
duct -be reformed, if not, that utter desolation which | generation have sprung up 1n Canada under the operation of
will be found 1 your affairs must be insputed wholly j one of the sinest schuul systems in the world, in Ontario at

obtain this copy, and copy closely, Demosthenes had
somcthing to say and said it.

LurreL’s LiviNG Ace.  ‘The numbers of the * Liv-
ing Age” tor the weeks ending July roth and 17th, re-
spectively, contain the following articies : The Devel
opment of Buddhism in India, “Fortnightly ;" Sui-
cide, and the Reconstruction of Sheepfolds, *Black-
wood ;” \What Shak ,pcare Learnt at School, and
Dimonds, Natural and  Actificial, “Fraser;” A
Learned Lady of the Sixtecenth Century, and The
Sculptures on the lFagade of St. Mark's, Venice,
“Macillan ;” Henry David Thoreau, us Character
and Upinions, “Cornlull;” College Life, and the Em-
press of Russi, “Pall Mall ;* Thoreaw’s Pity and Hu.
mour, “Spectator;” and for fiction, “The Guinea
Box,” “ Drunk in the Streets,” the conclusion of “ The
Crookit Meg,” and an instalment of “ Adum and Eve,”
with the usual amount of poetry. A new volume be-
gan with July 1st. For fifty-two numbers of sixty-
four large pages each (or more than 3,300 pages a
year), the subscription price ($8) is low; while for
$10.50 the publishers offer to send any one of the
American $4 monthlies or weeklies with the “Living
Age” for a year,ucluding the extra numbers of the lat-
ter, both postpard.  Luttell & Co., Hoston, are the pub-
hshers. This magazine sustans its reputaton of
being one of the very best serals the country affords,
with no enyravings to attract, it keeps the even tenor
of its way by the excellence of its selections.

INews of the Glhurches.

REv, R, WRENCH is still labouring at Whitby ; more
than that, he 1s doing something for the *“Independent *
for which he has an encouraging word and acl.

The Rev. Edward Ebbs isat Umonville with a view
to settlement. We shall gladly welcome Mr. Ebbs
back to aur mudst, and pray that under his care our
Unionville friends in their new and beautiful church
may have a renewed era of prosperity and peace.

PrivaTe word has been heard from Rev. Jehn
Brown, now in Manitoba. Bad roads have interfered
with the making of appointments, which were, how-
ever, begun about the muddle of tast month with two
services and a walk of eighteen miles. We have faith
1n Manttoba when 1t thus calls forth energy.

SToUrrvILLE, —Under our active brother, E. D.
Silcox, the Sunday School Centenary could not be
forgotten. A special scrvice was held in the morning
and a mass mecting of children in the afternoon.
God grant that these Centenary services may bring
down anew the baptism of fire upon our Sabbath
schools.

COWANSVILLE loses in Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Carter,
who are about to sail for England, two most efficient
church workers and earnest friends. On the sth inst.
a farewell garden party took place on their grounds,
We sympathize with the Cowansville Church in their
loss, knowing what it is to lose old friends, and unite
with them in wishing Mr. and Mrs. Carter don voyage.
Mr. George Roberison, student of C.C.B.N.A, is
supplying there, and it would seem with acceptance
and success.
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&lorrespondence.

‘T CORRESPONDENTS.
Writc as briefly as possible—ourspace is limited—on one side of the
paper only.

Ihe Editor 43 not resp
pondents.

ible for the sexpreased by corres-

TRE CRITIC CRITICISED.

Mg. EbiToR,—The remarks of the ¢ Canadian Spec-
tator,” admitted into the colunns of your paper, on Min-
isterial Education in Canada, exhibit a singular want of
acquaintance with the circumstances of the country, and
the condition and antecedents of our churches ; they display,
too, not a lttle ignorance of human nature, and of other
things which a journalist who discusses the pruccedings of |

1. Of the circumstances of the country which fui a whole

least, where most of our Churches are to be found —The old
days of backwoods ignotance are past ¢ the remote and iso-
lated forest setticments of forty years ago have given place
to the towns, villages, and cities, full of life and intelligence,
which make up the Protestant portion of the Canada of the
present.  In these towns and vitlages people are to be found
who are just as well read and intelligent as the majority of
the people of the erties; and plenty of these are shrewd
enough to detect the svunding brass aml tunhling cymbal of
the ecclesiastical charlatan should he chance to stray in their
direction.

2, Of the condition and antecedents of our churches.
Ihe defective appliances formetly at the command of the
Congregativnal churches for the education of min®sters, are
very well known to those who have lived long its Canada,
By nune were these defects more keenly deplored than by
the men who had to submit to the dicadvantages they entailed,
Times, however, have changed. A thorough University
course is open almost free of charge to any man who hasthe
capacity to enter upon and follow it up.  OQur leading Uni-
versities are unsectarian.  That in Toronto was wrested,
largely by our own cfforts, from the grasp of a dominant
Church. ‘There are noinsuperable difficulties, therefore, in
the way of any young man who has set lis mind on obtaining
a thotough education.

The time, then, seems to have come when we may reason.
ably say ta every man who fecls himself moved to enter on
minsstenal work . The times demand an educated ministry,
The country has provided the means by which it may be
attained ; motcover, our common and high schools are train-
ing up educated hearers, Lven in the village and rural
districts you will have to preach, if you preach atall, tomen
well able to judge of what you say. The doors of the Uni-
versities have been opened by oursclves.  If then, you are
in earnest in the intention to serve your generation by this
vocation, make full proof of it by getting a thorough pre.
himinary grounding. This will be a solid platform on which
subsequent theological training can rest.  Half and half
wmeasures are suitable only to a transition state ; they belong
to the days of imperfection—to the backwoods era—in fact,
but that is past, and its methods should pass with it,

It cannot, Mr. Editor, Le disputed that there isno Chuis-
tian Lody in which so much depends on the attainments and
character of the individual pastor. ‘The minister, humanly
speaking, largely makes the church, and he thus largely
shapes his own carcer.  The * Canadian Spectator™ is not
satished ertner with the condition of the churches or the pros.
pects of their numsters.  ‘There are others also who are not
satisfied, but while the *Spectator ' is content with a cyni.
cal sneer, others desire to work.  ‘Their knowledge of men
and things teaches them that, other things being equal, the
more highly educated ministry will gather and keep larger
congregations, and build up more prosperous churches;
other things, 1 say, being equal, for no amount of edu.
cation, and no brilliancy of talent, will fead to good results
st divorced frum common sense and consistent living. Nor
will education and taleat avail 2 man who, while pastor of a
Congregational church, sets at detiance every rule and prin.
ciple which constitute the »airen 4%tre of such churches, and
give them the right and place to be.

The * Spectator ” asks what sphere Congregationalism
in Canada has to offer to men who have fulfitled a University
course, and sneers at the pittance of six or cight hundred
dollars a year that awaits them. On this I have two or three
remartks to make,

In the first place, such an income as this is as high as
awaits alimost any young prolessional man at the outset of
his career.  In making ttus remark I speak after the manner
of the * Spectator,” and look at the mintstry simply as one
of vanous professions—law, medicine, the stage, politics,
cte., of which that one is to be chosen by which a man can
make the most money.  This view uf course conflicts with
the doctrines and principles of a certain religion, which it is
supposed to be the object of its ministry to advance and
promulgate.  But so much the worse for the religion. For
certainly, in days when freedom of thought is carried out
into license of action, if the religion a man professes inter-
fere with his disposition to get and spend as he pleases as
much money as he can, ifonc of the two things has to give
way, it must certainly be his religion.  But further, and sim.
ply as a matter of finance, this six or cight hundred dollarsa
year in many spheres of pastoral labour, will have a purchas.
ing power equal to double or quadruple the same number of
doliars in another sphere. It will not enable him to com.
mand such luxuries as wines, cigats, and dinners at theclub,

bt it will place him on a par with the majority of his fluck ;
and as time passes and expenses increase, if he be a good
man and true, and biing cut of his treasure things new and
old, he may depend upon it his income will increase too.
But even when a young man commences his ministry In the
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city, the disadvantage of the relatively smaller inconie will
be amply compensated by the wider opening and better
prospects (speaking again « br ** Spectator ©') that are there
openied out to him. Ilence his University education wall
tell, and along with sense, work, and Christian living, it will
tesult in the gatheting a people about him who will take
goud care that he has a sufficient income.  But a truce to
this style of thing, any pastoral change, no aatter how ol
scure the sphere, or how small the income, has in it the cle-
memt of a carcer which would satisly the ambitioa of any
honest man,  The cute of souls, and the opportunity of
preaching Christ and the Christian religion, are great things
tu those who have been really called to them. ** The la-
bourer is worthy ofhishire "—~granted. ** They that preach
the Gospel should live of the Gospel “—granted. Dut he
that cnters on the labour for the sake of the hire, he that

preaches the Gospel with an eye ainly to the money it

brings him, is a hireling and nota true shepherd.  Thereare
shepheeds who eat the fat, and clothe themselves with the
wool, who fecd not the flock, the sheep meanwhile beconung
**scattered through all the mountains and upon every high
hill;" and God declares ** He will require His flock at their

hand.” Many a true shepherd has spent the fruit of high

cducation in quict and obscure spheres.  Many a Charles

Kingsley has had no better field than a population of rustics
like that of Eversley, and he has done honour to his field
and to the religion he professes, by labonously cultivating

Jit. Such men do not make the world stare and wonder,
hut they do their life work faithfully and well, and they look
for their reward in the salvation of men and in the gathering
in and building up of charches that are what churches should
be—the salt of the excth.
More might be said, but for the time this is sufficient. 1
wrte from a practical point of view, and subscribe myself,
Montrerl, Fuly 12, 1880, Comytox SENSE.

TEMPERANCE NOTES.

SHUT UPI THE TRAPS THAT CATCU Us.

A few years ago, while riding in a manufacturing district,
returning home one Sabbath evening from ministerial duties,
1 was accosted by a man who, though intoxciated, seemed
resolved to enter into conversation. e admitted that his
conduct was wrong, and said he was constantly forming
resolutions of amendment. He was poor and unhappy at
home because he was a drunkard, and a drunkard because
he was a Sabbath-breaker. **Many a time,” he said, **1
leave my house on a Sunday morning to go 10 a place of
worship, but then the public houses are open. I get past
one or two, and at the (?oor of the third stands, perhaps, an
old acquaintance. e invites me in, and then it is all over
with me, I spend the money 1 should keep my family with,
and have to work hard all the weck, and to struggle at the
same time with headache and hunger.” T shall never forget
his concluding words ; they were spoken *vith the energy of
great feeling.  The poor fellow talked himsell sober.
“ Sir,” said he, *“if the great folks want to keep us poor
folks sober they should shut up the tiaps that catch us.”

HOW MISS WESTON BECAME AN ABSTAINER,

I had been working in the temperance cause for some
time, inviting others to follow a course which I had not en-
tered on myself, when suddenly 1 was pulled up short in g
very unlooked-for and unmistakable way. At the close of
one of our temperance meetings, a desperate drunkard came
up to me, wishing to sign the pledge. He was a chimnc{u
sweeper, and well known to us all. I was eager to get hold
of him, knowing his past history, but as he took the pen in
hand, he suddenly looked up into my face, and sad, inquir-

1

 logging ** men, “rives drivers,” ** mill men ™ anu other
rough charatters into its taverns, shanties amd streets,  The
exccution of the law there has been capricious and Gtful.
I Sometimes it has been well enforcerd, and the hquor traflic
has been driven into dens, cellars and other sectet places,
But just naw it is not enforced.  The reason must be this:
the ‘' better part ” of the people there must be very few or
very cowantly. At any rate their influence is not felt for
good.  1tis wi.  Butin Portland, the largest town in the
State, there is no open liquor traflic.  \What exists here ison
a very small scale, carricd on very secretly, in the lowest,
dirtiest pants of the city.  We have many officers here whose
sole business is to hunt rumsellers.  Wherever they hear of
one or suspect ane to be, they are after him, as & man
waging deadly war against socicty—as a ** poisoner-geneal
of the people,’ Wesley said 5 as “‘an aniat in humansiargh-
ter," lord Chesterfield scid 3 as *“a murderer,” okt Dr.
Beeeher said ;3 as a man guilty of *“ the pigantic crime of
crimes,” Mr, Morrill said on l{;c floor of the United Htates
Senate.  The tesult of this sharp and determined wartfare
against the grogshops is that the traffic is as disreputable in
Maine as the keeping of a brothel probably is in Norwich
or New Haven. It is under the ban of ch law, which is
upheld in this State by an «verwhelming public opinion.
We had many distilleries in Mainc—seven large ones in
Portland (drunkard factorics) where their dreadful trade was
actaatly plied night and day, ‘Thesr tites never went out,
except on the Sabhaths. Kt the same time we had West
India rum imported into the State by the cargo~many
great cargoes.  Acses of rum puncheons spread out on our
wharves. Now no liquor is brought into the State forunlawful
sale except in small packages, which can be quickly handled,
genenally concealad in flour Larrels, sugar barrels, rice-
tierces, and boxes, packed generally in sawdust. I have
seen it packed in com, sugar and chaff.—Nedi/ Dow,

WORDS.

Ry the words of malice spoken,
Half ir: earnest, half in jest,
Loving hearts are daily broken,
Hearts the purest and the best.
Listen, brothers, be discreet,
Words of malice ne'er repeat ;
Loving heatts are tender things,
Words of malice deadly stings.

By the words of Jove when spoken
To the lowly and oppress'd,

Loving hearts, tho' almost broken,
Feel as if forever bless'd.

Sisters, bhrothers, comfort, cheer,

Banish thus the silent tear,

Words of love you may be sure,

Wounded hearts can quickly cure.

Words of truth when Loldly spoken,
Faithfully reproving sin,
Ever is the surest token
Of a spirit pure within.
Sisters, brothers, puard the tongue,
Utter not 2 word that’s wrong,
Boldly speak the words of truth,
Thus become the guide of youth,

TIHE ORATORY OF NR. CHALMERS,

Dr. John Brown, in his *¢ Horx Subseciva,” gives an in-
stance of lus hstening to Dr. Chalmers, when he was only a
youth in the Iligh School of Edinburgh. It was a wild
mootland district on a summer evening., Brown and some
of his fellow students, bright, gay, thoughtless lads, fasci-
nated by the charm of the great name, had walked over to
the kitk among the moors.  “ As we entered the kitk we
saw 2 nolorious chaiacter, a drover, who had much of the
brutal look of what he worked in, with the knowing eye of
a man of the city, a sort of big Peter Bell ¢

ingly, *If you please, Miss Westan, be you a teetotaller ?°
Somewhat disconcerted by this disect appeal, 1 replied that
1 only took a glass of wine occasionally, of course in strict
moderation, upon which he laid down the pen, and said,*
¢ Well, I think 1 will do just as you say, take a glass some.
times in moderation.’ No entreaties of nune conld prevail
upon him 1o sign the total abstinence pledge, neither could
he keep within the bounds of moderation ; he went back to
his old life, saying that he would do as the lady did.” On
tcaching home, she signed the pledge-book, regretting the
resolution had not been taken earlier; and after many years
of experience she is able to testify : *‘Although 1 have
worked harder with lrain, muscle, and nerve than I ever
worked before, travelhng thousands of miles, frequently

holding two meetings a day, and standing at the helm of the \

ship entrusted to my care, 1 may safely say that 1 never en.
joyed better health.  Rest and food are the only doctors [
have had to employ.""—From ** Miss Weston and the Sailors,”
by G. Holden Pike, inn * The Fireside

PROUIIMTION IN MAINE,

The results, in part, have been and are these : T'here is
not a distillery, brewery, or wine factory i the State, open
or secret.  They bave been summarily suppressed by the \aw,
The hquor traflic has been extinguished generally throughout
the State.  In a large part of ous tertitory, it is very neatly
unknown ; that is, in our small towns, villages and rural
districts where it abounded before the law. The traffic
lingurs more or less secretly in some of our Jarger towns and
cities, notably in Bangor, but that is the centre of a vast
“‘lumbeting © lwsiness, which Lriogs a great number of

*There was a hardness in his cheek,
There was a hardness in his cye.’

He was our tersor, and we not only wondered, but were
afiaid when we saw him going in. The minister came in,
homely in his dress and gait, but having a great look about
him, like a mountain among hills. The tide set in; every-
thing aided its power ; deep called to deep.  How astonish-
ing and impressed we all were.  [le was at the full thunder
of his power ; the whole man was in an agony of earnest-
ness.  The drover was weeping like a child, the tears were
running down his ruddy, coarse checks, his face spened out
and smoothed bike an nfant's, his whole body stirred with
emotion, and when the wonderful speaker sat down, how
beantiful 10 our eyes did the thunderer look. We went
home quicter than we came ; we thought of other things—-
that voice, that face, those great, ssmple, hving thoughts,
those ﬂ’<'xxls of resistless eloquence, that picrcing, shattering
voice !

A PHYSICIAN gives this opinion on studying at an carly
age s A healthy child may, perhaps, safely enter the pri-
mary school at seven years of age. [f uervous, ar it\clinc(l( o
talk, ur be restless w sleep, better wait another year, Then
cight years in the current of graded schools will bring one,
at fifteen or sixteen, prepared in brain power and attain-
ment to enter the high-school.  If any arc to attend college
or higher seminaries, nincteen or twenty years is young
enough to enter them, as the brain is then beginning to
{y&v still slower, and has attained more firmness to %c:u'
abour,

O .
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXXI.
A v} THE CALL OF ABRAM. Gen.xi. 3¢,

32 xbi. 1 100

GOLDEN TEXT.—* In thee shall all familics of the
carth be blcssed,”—Gen, xii. 3.

HOMR STUDIKS,

Cien. xi. 1-1t.,.,.....Babel.

T. Gen. xi.12-32........From Noah to Abram,

W. Gen, xii. t-t0..... ...The Call of Abram.

Th. P cv. 1:22.........The Covenant Remembered.
. Gal. iii.1-.9., ......Abraham’s Faith,

8. Padxxxiv, £.12......The Tabernacle of the Lord.,
Sab. Acts, vii. 1-7........Abram’s Obedience,

HELPS TO STUDY.

Besides the record of the covenant which formed the sub-
Ject of our last lesson the ninth chapter of the Book of
Genesis contains a short account of the life of Noah subse.

uent to the flood, detailing the circumstances which
uenished the occasion for his prophecy regarding his three
sons and the destiny of their descendants.  Noah lived long
cnough to have held intelligent converse for many years with
‘etah, the father of Abraham,

The tenth chapter contains ** The Generations of the
Sons of Noah," each line of descent being traced far enough
to shew the manner in which ‘*by these the nations were
divided in the eatth after the flood.”

In the cleventh chapter, after the account of the building
of Babel, and the subsequent dispersion, the narrative, tiue
to its main purpose—the history of redemption—returns to
the line of Shem and traces the genealogy of Abram, whase
¢ call” from among his idolatrous kindred to be a witness for
the true God and the ** father of the faithful,” forms the
subject of our present lesson, which may be divided as
follows : (2) Departure from Ur of the C/wZ{ru. (2) Svjorrn
in Haran, (3) Death of Terah, (g) The Call, (5} The
Promise, (6) lérusn’s Faith and Obedience, (7) Arrival in
Canaan, (8) An Altar Lrected, (9) No Continsing City.

I. DEPARTURE ¥roM UR OF THE CHALDEES.~Chap.
xi. ver. 31,  The opening words of Joshua's last address to
the Israchites are ** "Thus saith the Lord God of israel, Your
fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood (the Euphrates)
in old \irie, even Ternh, the father of Abraham and the
father of Nachor; and they served other gods ” (Josh. xxiv.
2). The descendants of Shem, in common with those of
Noal's other two sons, appear to have very speedily fallen
mto the sin of idolatry. \Was Shem himself among those
¢ fathers” who ‘‘setved other gods?” 1n the days of his
youth Methuselah and Lamech had, no doubt, given him the
account of the creation which they had received from Adam's
own lips, and he himself had seen the wonderful power of
God 1n the flood ; and he was still alive when Terah and
Abraham departed from Ur.  Must we couat Shem among
those who *¢ forgot God," 1t is sad to think that not a
sound of his voice comes down to us in protest against the
prevailing idolatry of his day,

11. SujouRN IN lJakan.—Chap, xi. ver. 31. The
opening words of another dying speech—that ¢f Stephen—
arg, ‘*Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of
glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Chatcan, and said unto
him get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
come into the land which I shall shew thee ” (Acts vii. 2, 3).
‘Thus 1t appears that not only the departure from Haran, but
also the oniginal departure from Ur, was in abedience to tlie
call of God, although, on account of Terah's great age and
infirmity, or for some other reason, the family sojourned in
Haran (still on the cast side of the Euphrates) for some
(probably five) years.

1IL. Deatit or Terau.—Chap. xi. ver. 32. A hasty
reference to verse 26 might lead the student to suppose that
Terah was only seventy years old when Abram was
born. 1f s0, then Abram must have been one hundred and
thirty-five years old when Terah died, aged two hundred and
five.  But we find (chap. xii. ver. 4) that Abram was anly
seventy-five years old when he lefi Haran, and that he did
not leave Haran till after his father's death {Acts vii. 4).
This ought to lead to a closer examination of chap. xi. ver.
26, which only states that Terah lived seventy years before
any of his three sons were born, of whom Abram, though
first mentioned, may have been the youngest. This explana-
vion is very gencrally adopted, though some, for the text of
chap. xi. ver. 32, substitute that of the Samaritan Pentateuch
which gives the years of Terah’s hfe as one hundred and
forty-five.

IV, Tug CaArLL.—Cbap. xii. ver. 1. Most people
would consider the command given to Abram as most un.
reasonable, and *‘the world™ of that day would call him
foolish for acting upon it ; but in this as in some other in-
stances the world’s {ool was God’s wise man. Notice (1) the
strength of the ties to be broken—out of thy country and
from thy kindred and frzom tby father’s house ; (2) the
loss of inheritance and of the prospect of high social and civic

position ; {3) the indcfiniteness of the destination—unto a
land that 1 will shew thee,

V. Tae PrOMISE.—Vers. 2, 3.
poral and spiritual blcssinq is to be found in the path of
duty and obedicnce—1 will bless thee.  (2) I will make
of thee a great nation. This part of the promise was

M.

(1) A personal tem-

temporal, and was fulfilled in the great powerand prosperit
of &: I;xa.clitish nation, which culininated in ﬂﬁ: ti!x)::o’t:
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David and Solomon, (13) And in thee shall all the fami. fAround the Jable. and keop liis eye on the pince. He could bow

lics of the eatth be blessed. This is a promise of salva.
tion to men of all nations through Christ {descended from
Abram), and cannot be twisted into anything clse—'* Mote-
over the Scrigmre. foreseeing that God woulld justify the
natlons by faith, proclaimed beforehand the glad tidings unto
(Al;)rla)!%m,s )saylng In thee shall all the nalﬁms be blessed

al. il 8).

Vi, AuraAM’s Fartn AND OugrDIRNCE.—Ver. 4. To
yield obedience to the commands of God with alacnty
and without question was charactetistic of Abram. ‘The
delay at Haran was, no doult, by God’s command ar prece
wission, Some commantators say that after the death of Terah
the call was repeaterd. At any rate there was now no
hindrance, and Abtam departed asthe Lord had apoken
to him, *He went out, not kaowing whither he went "
{Heb. xi. 8).

VIL. ARRIVAL 18 CANAAN.—~Vers, §, 6. The distance
fiom laran to the Land of Canaan wasnot more than from
threc hundied to four hundred miles, but the journey probably
occupied a considerable portion of time. Abram, with Sarai
his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and ail their sub-
stancethat they had gathered (flocksand herds probabily),
and the souls that they had gotten in Haran (Lund-
servants), travelled by easy stages and prohably on a circui.
tous course, sceking pasture. He entered Canaan, not like a
wamp, but as a man of substance, who could command the
respect of the inhabitants,  And the Canaanite was then
in the land. Secing that the narrative was writien by
Moses, at a time whea the Canannite was st/ in the land,
the force of the word *“then * in this sentence must Le e
at Lhat carly persod.

VI AN AUTAR ERECTED,—Ver, 7. As soon as Aliram
reached the centre of the promised land his first care was to
set up the worship of God in the appuinted way. An altar
is for sacrifice, which Abram, no doutt, offered.

IX. No ContiNuinG CiTv.—Vers, g, 10. To Abram,
Canaan was the land of promise and nothing more,  **lle

ve him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set

is footon " {Acts, vii. 5), * He sojourned in the land of
promise as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles . .

« + « » for he looked for ncity which. hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God ” (Heb. xi. g, 10).

WHATSHALL WE DO WITH OUR DAUGHTERSt

Teach them self-reliance. Teach them to make bread.
Teach them to make shirts. Teach them to add up bLills.
Teach them not to paint or powder. Teach them to wear a
cheerful smile. Teach them to wear thick, warm clothes.
Teach them to wash and iron clothes. Teach them how to
make their own dresses. Teach them that a dollar is only
one hundred cents.  Teach them how to cook a good meal.
Teach themto dam stockings and sew on buttons. ‘Teach
them to say no, and mean it; or yes, and stick to it.
Teach them to regard the morals and not the money of
beaux. ‘Teach them to wear calico dresses, and do it like a
queen, Teach them to wear their own hair, and to dress it
neatly.  Teach them all the mysterics of the kitchen, the
dining-room, and the parlour. Teach them to cultivatea
garden, and to drivea road team or farm wagon. Teach them
to have nothing to do with intemperate and dissolute young
men.  Teach them that the more one lives beyond his in.
come the nearer he gets to the poorhouse.

MAN is not born to solve the problem of the universe
but to find out what he has to do; and to restrain
himself within the limits of his comprehension.—
Goethe.

1 HAVE read the Bible through many times. Itisa
book of all cthars, for lawyers, and 1 pity the man
who cannot find in it a rich supply of thought and rule
for conduct.— Webdster.

“WHEN did you first become a Child of God?” was
asked of one who at once rephed, with ecarnestness
and solemnity, “1 was converted when religion ceased
to be a duty, and became a pleasure.”

A SWIMMER becomes strong to stem the tide only
by frequently breasting the big waves. If you prac-
tise always in shallow water, your heart will assuredly
fail in the hour of high flood.—%. Stuart Blackie.

GoD walks with the simple ;- He reveals Himself to
the lowly ; He gives understanding tolittle ones ; He
discloses His meaning to pure minds, and hides His
grace from the curious and proud.—Z4omas a Kenpis.

As to being prepared for defeat, I certainly am not.
Any man who is prepared for defeat would be half
defcated before he commenced. 1 hope for success,
shall do all in my power to secuic1t, and trust to God
for the rest. - Admiral Farragut,

CHRISTIANITY is the true citizenship of the world ;
and universal peace, and the free exchange of all lands
and tributes of their several peculiar goods and gifts,
are possible only as all are grouped around, and
united by, the cross of a common Redeemer and the
hope of a common heaven.— William B, Williams.

WHAT CHRIST DID FOR YOU.

Fon yon Ho loft His homo on high;
For yon to carth He camo to din!

For you Ho alumbored in a mnnger;
For you to Kgpst tled, a atranger;
For you Ho dwelt with fishermon;
Por you He s)o‘n in cave or glen;

For you abuse Ho meckly boro;

Por you n crown of thorns o wore;
For you Ho braved Uethsemano;

For you 1o hung upon tho tree;

For you His finnl feast was mado;
Por you by Judas was botrayd;

For you by Potor was denied;

I'or you Ly lilate crucifled!

For yon His precious blood was shed ;
For you Ho slept among tho dead!
For you o roao with nnght at fast;
Far you beyond the skies Ho passod;
For you Ho cameo, at God’s command;
For you Ho #ita nt His right hand!

LITTLE THINGS.

“ Though little I bring,”
Said the tiny spring,

As it burst from the mighty hili,
“*"Pig pleasant to know,
Wherever I flow,

Tho pastures grow greener still™

And tho drops of rain,

As they fall on thoe plain,
When parclied by tho summer Loat,

Refrexh tho swoet flowers

Which drooped in ‘he bowers,
And hang their heads at our fect.

Though the drops are small,
Yet, taking them all,

Each one doing all that it can
To fulfil the design
0Of its Maker divine,

What lessons they giv - unto man!

Muy we etrive to fulfil
All Hix righteous will
Who formed the whole carth by s word}
Creator Divino,
We would ever bo thine,
And serve Thee, our God and our lLord.

HEARING TITEE SERMON.

« OTHER,” said a little boy one Sab-
bath, “mayn’t I stay at home?
There’s no use for me to go to chureh, I can't
understand one word the minister preaches
about. I do not want to go.” “ Not onc
word 2" “No, not one word,” he said in that
positive tone little boys are apt to have.
His mother thought he had better go; but
he twisted his limbs and pouted his lips, and
said ho didn’t want to go. I dare say you
have seen little boys do so.
“If puss went to church I should not ex-
peet her to understand a word. If Rover

went, { should not expect him to understand,
ot the cow, or the pig; but T should have

expected better things of a boy. I wish yon
to try again. See if you cannot at least
understand one word the minister says. After
that we will see.” Mother looked very sober
as she spoke, and the little Loy did not quite
like to be put on the same shelf with cats and
pigs.

After a little more talk the church bells
rang, and he went off with the honest wish in
his heart to listen to the sermon and learn
what a little boy could.

His father was out of town, and his mother
was sick at home, so he and his two older
sisters, with a man, occupied the pew. Henry
liked the singing, for he could find the psalm,

\

his head when the minister prayed, and liked
to hear “Our Father who art in heaven”
When the sermon came, he fixed his cyes on
the minister’s face and his mind on the min-
ister's words, b, ing to find something he conld
understand.  Noborly was nigre attentive than
Henry.

When he got howme, * Mother,” ho said, “ 1
did get oue prord out of the minister'’s sevmon.
I wot *God.”  He said Gad ever xo many times,
and [ kept thinking God, God, God, all the
way home. 1 said to myself, God wade the
sky, God made the trees, od made the rain,
Gul made the little ants; He made the busy
bees,  God made me—my hands to handle
with, and my eyes to see with, and my mind
tolearn with. But God didn’t make my new
jacket with those bright buttons, did He? You
made it, mother.”

“ God created the lambs’ wool for the weav.
ers and spinners to make the cloth of,” said
his mother; “and down in the dark earth He
created the substance of brass for the button
makers to use.”

“Then without God it would not be,” snid
the little boy. *“What a great, good God He
is.”

“Yes,” said his mother, * and how we should
desire to know Him more, and to please Him
constantly in everything we do.”

“I think as much,” eried little Henry, as if
a bright, new thought had struck him. It was
bright and new to him, because he had worked
it out all himself, and his little mind Lept on
the subject, for he asked his mother questions
growing out of it four or five days after.

Now was it not better for that little boy to
go to church than to stay at home?

Aside from the duty and privilege of taking
our little children with us to the house of
God, some parents think there is not much
use for them to go, because they cannot under-
stand, and therefore are not interested ; yet, if
we encourage them to £»y to understand, I am
sure there are few so small but a precious
little seed-thought, even no bigger than one
word, may be in their tender souls for the
shoots and blossoms cf carly piety.

LITTLE DEEDS OF KINDNESS.

ITTLE Ellic found a thirsty flower by

the side of her path. She thought it
needed water, and so she went with a big
pitcher and poured a little stream gently upon
it. It was a very little thing to do, and yet
it was a very good thing. If the flower had
not had some water it might have drooped
and died; but when the water fell upon it,
it revived aud grew, and all summer long it
sent out sweet perfume, and shewed bright

blossoms, and pleased everybody that looked
at it. A great many good deeds are just as
simple as this. Kind words and bright smiles
make people happy.

He who murmurs at his lot is like one
baring his feet to tread upon thorns,
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