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THE .

“1f any man speak, let hun speak as the oracles of God.”
This 1s fove, that we walk atter his commandments.”

VOL. V1L COBOURG, JULY, 1852, NO. 7.

THE PAPACY A CORPSE.

“An idot is nothing,says St. Paul. “We know that an idol is
nothing in the world, and that there is* but one God.” So carnest
was the great Apostle’s faith in the fundameuntal fact common to the
religion of his fathers and the religion of his own adoption—or rather
the religion that had adopted him—that he could not waste an
argument upon the fictions of Paganism. When he would reclaim
to consistency the wavering converts of Corinth—when he would
detach frm occasional service at the heathen altar, those who had
participated in christian rites—he had only an epithet of scorn for
the objects of implied devotion. * Auidol! it iz nothing "—a non-
entity—at best.a symbol ; aud uow a symbol of what has uo substance,
a lic—onae, 1 power; but now, belicved in by .uone, without terror
and without beauty.

In the same spirit Mazzini says of the Papacy. “ It is a corpse.”
Te says this not of himself. but for his people.  The phiase is not
the expression of his individual opinion, but of the * national con-
seiousness of a fact.”” He said soin 1831, and again in 1849. 1In
both instances his assertion wassupported by universal assent. At
the former period, Rome was the leader inan Italian insurrection.
The revolt included all the principal cities in the Peninsula, and all

classes of the pecople, from the decayed noble of Venice to the street-.

porter of Naples. There was a wide and ultimately destructive
diversity of political alms among the insurgent patriots. They all
fought for Italy—but some for Italy monarchical, others for Italy
republican. But in this they were agreed, that there should be no
more a temporal Pope. Austrian intervention, not alone in Upper,
but extending to Central Italy, rescttled the tottering chair of St.
Peter. The cruelties of Gregory the Sixtecnth deepened the patriotic
desire to get rid of him and his successors. 'The liberal measures of
Pius the Ninth, on his accession, obtained for him immeénse personal
popularity, and gave a colour to the pretensions of the priesthood to

-be regarded as the natural tribunes of the people.- But the reforming

Pontiff could not avert the doom of the Papacy as' a political institu-

-tion, though be might have secured for himself a firm place in the
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popular heart. Genuine representative institutions would have
proved incompatible with an executive claiming divine origin and
spurning buman control. The ltalian movements of (843 were
cursed by the disunity and indecision of 1831. A federal coustitu-
tional monarchy was the limited aspiration of one party, and the
accepted means of another. The parties of Lowbardy usnd Naples
were of this order. and are suffering for their error in the prolonged
martyrdom of exile, or the living death of imprisonment. ‘I'he people
nowhere helieved either in Charles Albert or the Pope—the result
has proved it. In the Roman Stites they declared, by the unani-
mous vote of the municipalities, confirmed by the direct suffrage of
the whole people, for the abolition of the Popedom :—and the Pope-
dom was ubolished, by formal deoree, and amid the universal accla-
mation of ltaly.

Lt is, then, an historical fact,that the Papacy does not exist in Italy
by the will of the people. It isthe conspicuous monument of foreign
conquest. The head of the Roman Catholic ehurch is enthroned
in Rome. just because the European powers would have it so In
otiier words, the alliance of the civil and spiritual powers, in its com-
pletest manifestation—the twofold functions of the Pupe—no longer
exist but as a military occupation.

Mazzini's declaration has, however, a yet broader significan~e —
He suys. the P pacy is dead spiritually, as well as temporally.  He
afirms. from his knowledge of the Italian people, that if a council
of priests and serious educated laymen were called, it would issue
in a declaration of popular belief that would yrove popery a mere
phantem—a system having no longer a mission in that land of its
birth and glory. It the pulse of the regions of life of Italy were thus
felt, he says Popery spiritual would be proclaimed a corpse. Al
contemporary evidence confirms these views. The Italian correspon-
dence of newspapers. and the pages of every tourist, teem with illus-
tratio' s of the anti Papal fervour of the Italian populace, and the
deepening scepticism of the educated classes. Tuking up, but by ac-
cident, the last new book of travels (“ The Tagus and the Tiber”)
we light on this passage, oscurring in the writer’s conversation with
an Italian gentleman :—

“ T am a Roman Catholie,” said he; “ but whon I see the Pope
leading the vanguard of despotism, indebted for his safety to the
bayonats of France, intriguing to garrison Rome with Austrians. shed-
ding the blood of his people, and encouragingthe treacherous Nero
King of Na~les—when 1 look around and find Protestant counries
enterprising, happy, and free, while Papal countries are deserts like
Spain. and trampled on like my poor Italy—ean you wonder, sir,
that I begin to doubt the Divine origin of the faith of my fathers?

The mental freedom generated by religious truth, we are accus-
tomed to say kiudles aspirations for political liberty.” Here we have
illustrated the converse of the proposition—the sight of political
tyranny, in league with spiritual eraft, producing that scepticism
whioh is the germ of right and earnest belief

A word more. Bebold in the fate of Popery in Italy, assa re-

V"
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ligious system, the ultimate issue of State-church alliances. In
every stage of its progress tl e Chureh of Rome has been a faithful,
however Lighly coloured, exhibition of fistic.ous theoeracy. The in-
fallibility of Popes and councils is scarcely an exaggeration of the
Parliamentary enactment of u book of creeds and formularies. The
oath of supremacy is even less monstrous when preseribed by a
priest than by a king  From the persecution of the Arians down
to the last vote for Jewish disabilities, the intolerance of Rome and
Canterbury have kept step. A commorn donm is impending over
their poiitical existence  The vote of the Kuglish people would be
nearly as general as was that of the Italians. against a human head
of the church. What we forser. aud desive to avert, is this—that
the truth that is in the Church of England must suffer by her per-
sistence in clinging to the State. The unjust assumptions. the ex-
clusiveness. the corruption of our Euglish constitution. have their
exact counterpart in our English Church. We desire not that either
should perish, but that, being severed, they should live apart, each
regenerated, healthful, and bencficent. A Mezentain alliance must
be fatal, if prolonged, as it isalways loathsome. If our heaven borne
religion were bound up with the Church of England, and she chain-
ed inseparably to the State, even that offspring of Heaven could
not survive the contaminating contact (— Nunconformist,

POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES.
No. VIL .

As has been intimated, the Disciples distinguish between opinion
and faith. Faith is reliance on testimony: opinion is a mere leaning
of the mind without testimeny to produce or support it.  Faith, therc-
fore, rests on the Word of God: opinion depends on the judgment,
the fancy, on the think-so of man. Faith, then, is as sure as the truth
of Heaven: opinion is never reliable, because its beginning, middle,
and end is human.

Now the people of God have an express mandate from himself to
receive one another without regard to differences of opinion. Differ-
ences of opinion are admissible, nay, perfectly consistent with the
most cordial christian union; but different faiths are intolerable, and
must destroy all harmony, all united actian, all peace. So indeed
will differences of opinion if acted on as things of faith,

We have severa nstructive as well as striking lessons upon faith
and opinion in the Acts of Apostles. Let us open to one or two of
them. Portions of the ninth, tenth, and eleventh chapters of the
Acts must be hefore us in order to read with profit lesson first. Peter,
one of the most zealous, as well as one of the boldest of men, took &
lengthy tour north and west of Jerusalem, visiting Lydia, Saron, and
Joppa, on the coast of the Mediterranean. While at Joppa, word
canee to him from the town of Cesarea, that he wus wanted there —
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Meantime he had a vision. The apostle at this time was, in one point.
- of view, it would scem, as much of a Jew as a Cliristian in. somie-of
his feelings.. But God disposed him by a miracle to go at the- call of

| came for Lim, sclected six brethren Jews-for-company andhelp, and

- astonishident of himself and all concerned, preacied Jésus Christ toa
household of Gentiles; and “after service” even associated familiarly
with once hated Romans; and partookiof their hospitality:

The apostle and- his companions return-to Jerusalem. A’ bitter
 complaint is laid ‘against Leter.  IIis old Jewish assocites. members
of .the congregation, heard that Peter so lar forgot himself as to &o
among Remars, and eat and drink-with them. The apostle-is com.
pelled to-defend himself, and he proceeds to narrate the facts, inform.

household ho visited had reeeived a call from an angel-—he bad himself
seen a vision.which opened up to him in figure how he was to nctin
' the premises—and the Spirit came down upon the people whom Ged
| would have him recogrize as fellow Leivs.of life by the Gospel.  When

granted the privilege of vepentance unto life.”

Observe—it was the.upinion (impression) of the nensbers of the
Chureh at Jerusalem that brother Peter had done wrong, and they
were forward to tell him so. Their Jewish prejudices were aroused;
and they were fully convinced in opinion that Peter had conmitted
acrime: but they had only the authority of opinion to sustain their
charge against the apostle. They had no testimony from heaven, no
authority from God, for their conviction. True, indeed, the old law
had said somothing about such things, and, like-some-of the doctors
in our day, thoy supposed that Moses and Jesus were to be heard
alternately—that the law and the gospel were equally to be consulted
undet the reign-of the Prince of Peace. But their opinion at once
gave way when God’s authority was brought clearly before their mind.
They no longer accused: Peter, and never again thought that the
Gentiles were to be treated as the law directed. Faith-took the place
- of opinion, And faith produced harmong.:

"There is another case which perhaps still more strongly exemplifies
tho oharacter of an opinion when allowed to have force. Paul, when

a Gentile. Peter took-the guidance of- tie ‘thres-messengers- who

' after two days’ travel he.reached Cesareas ‘Tliere the apostle, to the -

ing his prejudiced brethren that three miracles had been weonght by |
God in justification-of whathe had done. The head Gentilsof the |

. Peter offered these explanations and made them aequainted with these’
details,; his:ascusers at once changed their tone; and bursting out in
religious rapture, exclaimed, “Then hath God also te the: Geutiles :

" Jiwhud taken his fivst tour with Barnabas among Gentile cities, returns |

=
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to the city of Antioch; and sftor labouring for a time in the ‘congre-
gation, both Paul:and Barnsbas purpose and ‘make arrangements to
re-visit the infant congregations previously formed by ‘their joint
labours. Barnabas had been a faithful .companion of Paul; and both
were on the eve of gétting out on their second evangelical tour: for it
was an appointment of heaven that such general workmen should give
attention to the wp-building of saints as well asthe conversion of sin-
ners. Barnabas was earnestly desirous of having -John Mark asa
third party in this work ; but Paul resolved that brother Mark shoutd
not be their companion. These two gosd men, and faithful Jabourers
in the gospel, became angry—an opinion being at the bottom of it.
Preacher Barnabas plead for Mark ; the zeal of Paul opposed him.—
It was a simple matter of expediency. It was a contention between
the judgment of Paul and the judgment of Barnabas; and the differ-
ence produced a quarrel-—so-considerable, indeed, that Barnabas went
off with Mark in one direction, and Paul with Silas in another direc-
tion. Was there any truth. any principle, any authority of the Great
Magter 2t stake? Not at all: a matter of expediency—an opinion—
wag the all and all of the “sharp contention;” and if these men had
been like some in later times, they would bave preached against each
iI other and formed scparate parties—Paulites and Barnabasism would
have been found in all those regions wherever they laboured. But
no: they had their contention: it was not about the faith: it was an
opinion that produced the dispute: they still labour as formerly in
the one causc of the one Lord.

A most erroncous opinion may be very harmless, and a very weak
~opinion may become most destructive. The opinion itself, whether
very far from the truth or quite near the truth. is of small consequence
so long as the truth of God is firmly relied on and the opinion is not
relied on.  The opinion that wherever saints walk they step upen
angels’ heads, is an innocent impression if it does not invalidate the
correct idea of the existence, character, and influence of the angels
spoken of by the seriptures. The opinion that Satan converted him-
self once into a tortoise and made a woman among the ancients dream.
great dreams, is all of no account—provided what the inspired Beok
&%gs about Satan be cordially and fully embraced. So of every other
topic connested with “things in earth and things in heaven.”. We
eare not what opiuions men entertain if they take hold and keep hold
of the truth as it isin Jesus. The faith of the Gospel will draw men
one toward another, and unite them to the X.ord, and produee the
[ good fruits of salvation, and prevent the evil influence of any urgoward
¢ Opinion.
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The cause why the Disciples are so particular in deciding what is
matter of opinion and what is matter of faith will now be seen. There
can be union upon truth—upon the testimony of God—upon the great
basis of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; but upon opinion there can be
no oneness. When opinion is allowed to have weight, or when the
authority of opinion is confounded with the authority of God's word,
union is impossible—just as impossible as for two great mountaius to
fill the same space and place at the same time: for one man’s opinien
will be against that of another, and both will judge their opinions are
valuable, and if they rely upon them, their reliance will keep them
separate and at variance  For this reas on, if for no other, no man or
number of men should put any dependence on opinions, nor make nor
offer them as the groundwork of Christiun brotherhood.

There is a misunderstanding, a very serious misunderstanding,
on this most interesting topic of Christian union. The idea is enter-
tained that professors are to work themselves into an extra charitable
mood, and then by much wise counsel, great forbearance, and a very
full degree of the spirit of compromise, they must eoncoct and perfect
a scheme of union, whercby all Christian men will cali one another
brethren. This is the wildest thought in christendom. No man will
ever see such a consummation. It is a mere faney, a picture to look
at, a theory wholly out of the bounds of things practical. Union is
of God. The spirit of union is of God. The principles of union are
of God. The power, nature, and object ot union are all of God. It
is divine from first to last, and all between; and man’s part is humbly
to accept, not devise ; to follow the leadings of inspiration, und neither

r . .
givenor receive human counsel. When the power of opinion is broken,

and the power of truth is fally known and appreciated, we will never
see a well-meaning but misguided man or body of men attempting to
rame something by which the Saviour’s elect shall be united.

Can the reader, then, just here, see the position the Disciples main-
tain? Are we understood? We intend every candid man to perceive:

1st, That we are heartily and determinedly opposed to division,
and consequentl), most desirous of union.

2nd, That we aim not at anion of opinion, but union of faith, the
first being as we consider impracticable, the second exemplified l&
the church primitively.

3rd, That no man has a right to question another's opinions—an
.opinion being a mere bias or fancy, and neither good nor evil in itself

sonsidered ; bat that every professor is obligated to try his faith with f

.J_. -

. the unerrmfr rmd undeviating ~tm<1md-(.wc. 8 ble~sed Word, and tp ! ,
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enquire into his fellow-professor’s faith according to the same standard,
snd thus contend for a divine not human union.

4th, That we ask no man to believe with us as a people or a party,
but we ask ourselves and all others to consult the oracles of God, first
to learn and then to do as they counsel and command.

5th, That wherein we have received as pupils of the heavenly
tgacher, we are free to assert the privilege of making a liberal and
social use of the things Iearned and invite the community to examine
whether these things be of ‘man or of God.

Every honest man knows that such a course would not be followed
by those who seek to disorganize the Church of Christ.

It is indeed affirmed that we can speak and write upon these dis-
tinations much more fluently and perfectly than we exemplify them
in practice. In other words, that our logic is better than our zeal
and consistency. There are not wanting those who set us down as a
cold, calculating, argumentative, censorious class of religionists, liv-
ing and feasting upon the errors of others, and holding all our virtue
and grace in the embraces of intelleet. That there is no room what-
ever for this very serious and sweeping denunciation, would be both
hazzardous and unwise to say. Reformation, great personal reforma-
tion, may be necessary. But what does this argue? It only goes $o
show that we need correction and amendment as well as others; and
here we are also ready and willing to meet all religious friends. If
we take the liberty of exposing their sins of omission and commis-
sion, they certainly should have the liberty of showing us our trans-
gressions. We cannot, then, be silenced in the work of reformation
by a word or alook from opposing contemporaries who tell us that
we are not perfect. We should never have the first step toward reli-
gious amendment from any one upon this prineiple.

But after all, something should be said about the zeal and the relic
gious warmth of our friends who seem to classify us with frozen phi-
losophers and Greeian stoics. Let us enquire inte their zeal, not for
the purpose of proving ourselves right by showing that they are wiong,
but rather to see whether they are competent judges of how christian
zeal operates. Is their zeal according to the good Book? A very
interesting question. We shall endeavour to answer it.

D. OvirmanT.

ANXIOUS SEATS.

A few passing remarks from an intelligent correspondent in relation
to a protracted meeting, although designed for my eye only, are too
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important to be consigned to oblivion—especially as the writer has
never been connected with any of our congregations.

* * * o attended a protracted meeting last evening, which has !

commenced in full earnest in thiscity. I have come to the conelusion
almost that it is three guarters gas! At the commencement several
prayed. This scemed very well: nest came remarks from brethren
which were followed by two attending ministers.  These made some
most excellent remarks on the life, death, resurrcction and ascensign
of Christ; finishing np with strong uppeals to the sympathics of in-
dividuals. The anxious seats were cleared; the congregation arese to
their feet; singing commenced.  After the invitaticn was given to
come forward, two or three young ladics took the seats.  The singing
soon ceased. At the samie time there was really a query in my mind
whether there were as many came forward to the anxious seats as

were expected ! What struck me most was, that the first invitation

was given in such a way that no person could suppose therc was any

stress placed on coming forward to tle anxious seats :—ouly anex- ;
pression of desire.  But now was the time for the point to be gained.
The invitation was “Cowme to Christ,” withloud appeualsand with carnest j
yet feeble and tender looks, and strong ciotions of body, j ceuliarto

some ministers. Thought T, this is “compaszing sea and Jand” sure
enough My mind was led to the Acts of Apostlcs to draw a com-
parison. The first remarks of the ministers were to the point; but
alas, what a difference between the procedure of Peter and Kldor

Lord of all. 8o did Xlder———  Peter answered to these who
enquired “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost "—
Elder————says “Come forward to thesc seats and we will pray that
your souls may be set at liberty ;” then calls on a brother who can
pray loudest and strongest to pray for their dear souls that they may
be couverted, and feel an evidence of pardon and acceprance before

they rise from their knees! Peter says ¢ For the promise is to you |
and your children, and all that are afar off, cven as many as the Lord |

our God shall call’  Elder in effect says, ‘Peter, you are some-
what mistaken—the promise might. have come to those to whom you
preached, just as you say, but we have found by experience that we
can obtain the promise by ourselves, and others, by the aid of the
anxious seats and prayer.' ‘But it is all the same, Peter, we won't
differ about these little things.” ¢Of course we believe you were bap-
tiged with the Holy. Ghost before you uttered the above commands

The apostle argued the fact that Jesus was risen and was
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and promises, bat: we have a fresh baptism of-the Holy Ghost almost
every time we meet ; so it is all the same '’

“In vain ‘do they worship me, teaching for doctrines.the command-
ments of men,” said the Saviour. Auvd here it seems to me to be a
fact that “faith is made.void and the promise made of non-effect.”—
Whom shall-we believe, the modern ministers or- Christ and- his holy
apostles? “This is a strange world.

-D.

EXTRACTS AND REMARKS.

“I suppose you would like to know how I get along; bow I enjoy
myself, &¢  Well, brother Eaton, I can hardly tell you. My work
is driving we a little at present.  T'his takes my mind from reading; I
indeed cannot read so much as I should 'like to I soon forget the
relish of the past unless I keep sioreing my mind with a fresk supply
from the fountain of truth. When I work hard I mourn over my
worldly-mindedness, and I sometimes foar that my whole treasure is
in what I am doing. I feel sometimes as though I should like tolay
by every thing else and study to obtain religious knowledge. Yet [
am patient and impatient! I am selfish and yet I wish others well!
Tam sometimes at a loss to know what manerof man'Tam; and Iam
not sure that you would not:were you to become partly acquainted
with me! I sometimes think' that a Phbrenologist-cannot read a
Christian so well ashe ean a worldling. .A Christian can learn him-
self only by every day experience and by the Chart that was dictated
by the Spirit that scarcheth all things. yea the deep things of God.”
A Christian ! a dead living man.  His life is hid-away out of sight,
and yet a living epistle. A bye word—a reproach in soeicty—friend-
less and alone, yet surrounded by and enjoying all the friendship in
the world worth possessing ! * * Brother 1., what isa Christian ?
This question may lay the foundation for a good article from your pen
for the Christian Banner. *

“Let us therefore be-sober and watéh unto prayer.” forget the
things that ave behind and press forward tothe things that are before
and with constant care ever keop our eye upon that bright and shin-
ing light which cver illuminates the patbway of the just until the
perfect day appears  How dark and dreary was the grave before our
Saviour arese ; “the first' fruits of them that slept.” ~“The soul that
sinneth-shall die.” ¢ Thou shalt surely die.” Although there were
faint glimmerings of hope, yet none had risen. The “prince of this
world” had not been dethroned.  Althongh Job could say ¢ Thou wilt
call and I will answer,” and.David “Then shall I be satisfied when
Tawake in thy likeness,” yet none of the ancients could say with
Paul, “Now 2s Christ risen and become the first fruit of them that.
slept ;" “for since by man came death, by man came the resurrection
of the dead.” .Noj; for then wasthe “ prince of this world —he who
had the power of death—uncenquered. He held this world in his
grasp, if 1 may so speak, but could hold it no longer — our Elder
Brother burst the bars of death and “brought life and immortality to

——
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light through the gospel.” Glorious news! Death is swallowed up
in victory. We shall arise-—we shall hail our ascending Lord—we
shall be like him—we shall see him as he is—we shall know as we are
known.” * * b

My Dear BrotnEr :—I have taken the liberty to give our printer
thesa extracts from your letter, for these reasons: (1) To let our
readers see how a hard working, dilizent mechanic uses his pen be-
tween the hours of 9 and 10 o’clock at night after the fatigues and the
anxieties of a laborious day. (2) To encourage you to persevere in
your efforts to acquire and impart a knowledge of what the Lord has
in store forus. And (3) To edify and benefit our readers.

The secret of happiness my brother, is to be always labouring for
the happiness of others  Selfishness is the source of all the misery 1!
that has ever been or ever will be in the world.  The lone miser is
the most wretched of God’s ereation:

“Oh cursed love of gold! when for thy sake
The fool thiows up his iuterest in borh worlds :
First starved n this—ther damn'd in that to come.” )

But he who toils perseveringly with head and heart “that lle"may
have to give to him that needeth.” js among earth’s benefactors.
It is just as incumbent on a disciple of Christ to be economieal, in-
dustrious, and enterprising in every honest secular calling. that he |
may have the means to assist the less favoured. and to sound out the :
word of the Lord. as it .s for him diligently to study the word of the
Lord, no. only for his own bencfit, but th:at ke may be prepared to teach, |

|
I
i
l

exhort, and cdify others. Were all Christians to keep these prin-
ciples before tham, how soon would the truth run and be glorified
Another thought, my brother comes up—its utterance may be of :
benefit to others if not to yourself. I sometimes fear, when reading °
your letters, that you allow yourself to be clated or depressed by the
state of your meetings or by the peculiar circumstances which sur-
round you. To a sensitve mind, this may sometimes b2 almost un-
avoidable; but a christian should always zealously labour to rize above
surrounding circumstances. e should Jive as seeing Him who is in- !
visible. e who descends on his neighbor’s hearth for light and heat, !
must often be in cold and darkness! Look out now on that beauti- i
ful river that runs by your shop! Why is it that so many vessels lie !
idle at your wharves or in the stream  Their crews are doing nothing
or wandering from place to place doing worse than nothing. What
do you say? “The wind is a-head and the current running down so
rapidly that they cannot proceed up the river ” Ab, then, the secri1i
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is they depend upon the wind and tide; they are controlled by cir-
cumstances ; they depend upon surrounding fnfluences! When will
the steamer be in from Boston? “About broankfast time.” Does she
not lay by forwind and tide? “No indeced! Why don’t you know
she goes by steam?’  “And there are he cars too, they'll be in exactly
at 10 o'clock in the forenoon and av 4 in the afternoon ; they come in
so regularly that we set our clocks by their arrival!” Indeed! how
can yow,account for this? These steamers and rail-cars seldom wait
for wind or weather. What do you say? * They have their motrve
povier within them ™  This is it, my brother; you have hit upon the
grand secret of holy living: yes, indeed, the grand secret of honest
success in every pursuit. We must have the root of the matter
within us.  Qur religion must be one, not of form or theory or feel-
ing alone, or even combined merely, but a religion of principle, im-
planted in the soul by the great Architect. Allincluded in the New
Covenant have the “law of the spirit of life” in their mindsand inscribed
on their hearts. They have received the gospel of God’s grace into
their understandings; it bas an abiding place in their affections;
they know whom they believe; they aim at the port of destination,—
if the sun shines, and the wind is fair, and the tide is at the flood

il sweeping on to fortune, they are thankful for outward influences so

favourable ; but if storms and tempests lower, and fog and darkness
settie down upon them, and current setting hard to keep them back,
they nevertheless keep the ship’s bead toward port—they keep the
inward machinery in good working order—the fire within still glows
brightly—the heart is right, and he who holds the winds in his fists
isat the helm and will in good time bring all such safely into port.

I niced net explain these similitudes or iliustrations; they are too
obvious. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” May we
“receive with meekness the engrafted word; which is able to save our
souls.” May “Christ dwell in our hearts by faith:” rooted and ground-
ed in love we shall prove, with all saints, the length and breadth,and
depth and heighth of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
and be filled with all the fulness of God.

But while I thus confidently exhort to look within, and trust to
“Qod and the word of his grace.” I am not unmindful of the fact that
some lnok so much within, and seeso much sin and corruption lurking
in the secret chambers of their affections, that they dispair of any
remedy. They say, “our case i3 desperate—we have indulged sinful
thoughts, purposes, and desires so long—they have gained such an
ascendency over us—we must always depend on the zeal and activity
of others to keep us at all awake to the interests of christianity.” .
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To such I would say,Look away, then, from yourselves. Get your
eye on some more noble and worthy objeet. Had the bitten Israel-
ites, fainting in the wilderness, looked only at his wounds, and
mourned his sins, and lost and ruined condition, there he would'most
certainly have died. DBut a remedy had been provided. Me was
called to look away from himself. e looked and lived.

While then we serve God from principle—laboring to rise above
circumstances, let us endeavor to keep the eye of faith fised wpon the
cross of Calvary, and lose sight of self in the admiration of the un-
bounded love of our glorified Redeemer ¢ whe ever lives for us to

intercede.”
Your Brother, W.W. L

THE "PARDONED STATE.

The following is an extract from a letter addressed by J Sillars,

River Jobn Road, Pictou, Nova Scotin, to tle pastor of a christian
church in the United States:—

In my last. I asked you ot what time the sinner parsed from the
unpardoned tothe pardoncd state. You answered. When hebelieves
the gospel and repents. You then refer.to Luke xxiv 47, Aets iii 6,
and xx 21, to prove it. And in your remarks ou that subjeet, you
admit that it iysaid in seripture that sius are washed avway in hap-

tism ; but you scem to wish to avoid the force of this, and refer to

the case of the thief on the erozs, whom yon scem to suppose was
pardoned without b ptism.  The case of the thief is often referred to
by those.who wndervalue Laptism. although nese of tham, so far as I
have seen, could bring any proof that he was not baptized  You will
reply that he was callel a thicf.  Adbmitted; hub caa you prove that
none of the people of God ever committed theft?  But admitting
that the thicf was not baptized, his case eanmot be relied upon as
authority to those who have it in their pawer {o obey the vrdinauce;

for if any person isina situation where he cannot obey a divine |

command, in all such cases God will have merey and not cucrifice.—
God only requires according to what a man hath, and net according
what he hath not; and I am surprised that any person should quote
as.authority any particular case. such as.the thief on the cross.

I am not satisfied that the sinner passes fram the unpardencd to
the pardoned state whon be believes and repents. The texts yon
refer to prove no such thing. in my opinion. I contend that repent-
ance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ are preparatory

steps to baptism (see Mark i 15. Acts xx 21) and without thege bap- !

tism can:be of noavail to any one. But I also contend that itis
in baptism that.the signer passes from the unpardoned to the par-
doned state—baptism being the line of demarcation between the two
states, much the same way as the marriage ceremony is the line of de-
marcation between the single and the married state T shall now pro-

duce my evidence in support of my belief. John preached the baptism
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of repentance for the remassion of sins, (Mark i 4, Luke iii 3). Peter
dces the same (Actsii, 38). I now ask if those addressed by
Peter had replied and said that they repented and believed, and had
noneed to be baptized for the remission of sins, because their sing
were already pardoned when they repented and believed, refusing to
obey the divine command (be baptized every one of you), would
Peter acknowledge them as believersand pardoned persons? I think
not. The case of Saul of Tarsus (in my opinion) completely over-
turns your views and proves mine. Did not Saul believe when the
Lord spoke to him on the way to Damascus? Did he repent during
the three days and three nights he fasted and prayed at Damascus?
Were his sins pardoried? The answer is, No: for Ananias says to
him, Why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized and wash away thy
sins, (Acts xx 16). Wky was not Saul’s sins remitted or washed
away when he believed and repented ?  Because he had not yet come
to God's appointed place to reeeive the remission of his sins.

What do you say to the words of the Apostle Peter (Ist Peter iii
21)? Baptism now saves us (not the putting away the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience). It is not filtk from the
flesh that baptism puts away ; but guitt from the conscience. Task
if the person that refuses to obey the divine command (Be baptized
cvery oue of you) ean have a good conscience ?

I am afraid you will be thinking by this time that I am making
too much of baptism. I ask, am I making any more of it than the
seriptures make of it. It so, show me in what particular. You said
in your letter that the believer’s sins are wasked in the blood of
Christ. Very good. It is also said, Be baptized and wash away thy
i sins.  The two passages are in perfect harmony with each other.—
The shedding of the blood of Christ is the procuring cause of pardon
or remission of sins; baptism is ounly the means of enjoying this
pardon—baptism being God’s appointed means for bringing the sin-
ner in connection with the virtue of the blood of Christ. Washed in
the blood of Christ, and washed in baptism are not to be understood
literally but figuratively. Blood may stain, but cannot literally
wach.  There is no literal contact of the sinver with the literal blood
of Christ ; neither is there any literal washing of sins in baptism. In
botii eases the language is to be understood figuratively. Now you
will observe that I s not saying that no person can be saved
without baptism. I am saying no such thing. It is not for us to say
4 what God may do or not do. We know his mercies are very great.
i What God may do is one thing; 4nd what he bas promised to do is
| another thing; and it is on what he has promised to do that we.can
' depend. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark
! 'svi16). Those who say that the sinner passes from the unpardoned
« to the pardoned state when hé believes and repents, ought to.be con-
sistent with themselves. Surely those who are pardoned are the
children of God, and entitled to the privilege of children. . Why
then do the generality of the Baptists refuse the children to partake
of the children’s bread. There appears to meto be a manifest incon-
sistency in this—to refuse the children of God, to partake of the
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children’s bread.  What do you say to this? I am aware that some
mistake our views, and some wilfully misrepresent them. The follow-
ing remarks are intended to prevent mistakes. Under the Old Testa-
ment God provided a way to procure pardon fur sins, and this way
was s0 clear that the sinner eould casily know when he was pardoued.
It would be ineredible to suppose that the way of procuring pardon
should be so very clear under the dark shadowy dispensation. and
dark under the noonday light of the Gospel. In the 4thand 5th
chapters of Levitieus we Lave s directory how persons in different
stations in life were to procure pardon when they sinned and weie
guilty, and when the guilty persen complied with every punctilio in
the directory, he had the promise of pardon. No person in that age
could be at any loss how to obtain pardun when conscivus of guilt
and there can be no doubt but the eonfusion of speech that is ubroad
in our day is owing to erroncous teaching about the way of obtaining
pardon. Let us now take ouc of the examples recorded in Leviticus
—say one of the common people (Lev iv 27). Ilc has doue some-
thing against the commandments of the Lord  How is he to ubtain
pardon? He is to bring a kid of the goats. a female. Clear dirce-
tions are given how to oer it, and if the dirsstions are not followed up,
if, for instance, the guilty person bring a mle instead of a femcle,
ov if he lay his hand on the 7ump instead of the Aead. the dircction
in that particular is departed from; and in that ease there would be
no certain promise of pardon; but the reverse. Dut there was no
virtue in following up thesc directions to procuse purdor, any fur-
ther than it was the ordinance of God to cxtend purdon to the guilty
person. Nevertheless the guilty person haod uo prumise of pardon
in any other way. In like manner the ordinance «f baptism is God's
ordinance to extend pardon {for past sins). Let us now look at
Noaman the Syrian. ¢ was afflicted with leprosy. From informa-
tien received, he came to the land of Isracl to be healed of hie
leprosy. He had in his miud a way through which he expected to
be healed (2nd Kings v). and when he saw that the dircetion of the
prophet opposed his notions. he turned away in a rage. Through the
adviee of lus servants, he resolved to comply with the dircction of the '
Prophet. He goes down to Jurdan. dips himsclf once, twice, three.
fuur times, five times; his leprosy still cleaves to him, and if he had
even then gone away, he would have gone away arebel.  But when he
dips himself the scxentlh time, according to the saying of the man of God,
ke was healed.  But there was no virtue to heal the leprosy in Jordan,
more than in Abana or Pharpar; ngither wasthero any virtuye in the
seventh dip more than in the six which preceded it. The virtue lay
entirely in doing what God, by his prophet, commanded. Just so in
baptism. In our day, multitudes, like Naaman, have a way of their
own, through which they expect to obtain pardon; and when they |
see that God’s way does not accord with their notions, they reject it
with scorp.  Another error with Naaman was, that he imagined the
virtue to be in the water ; so we are also asked if water will wash
away 8ins? We answer, No; but God can wash away sins in water,
and we are willing to receive the remission of our sins just where ke
s pleased to grant it. We read of the Lord Jesus giving sight to

ot —————
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e man born blind. The means used were spreading elay ‘upun the
eyes of the blind man, and washing in the Pool of Siloam. T spread
clay upon theeyes, in wan's estimation, would scem more caleulated
to take away sight from one that had it than to restore sight to one
thut was blind ~ We do not read that the blind nan objected to the
clay being spread wpon Lis eyes Ile had confidence in Jesus and
was willing to be cured in Jesus' own way ; butif he had re-
fused to submit and follow his instruction. we Lave no rousen to
believe he would receive his sight.  Fiom all this we may laarn an
important lesson, namely : to obey whatever God  commands: for
his ways are not as our ways ueither his thoughts as om thoughts —
“ Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice ; and to heamken than the
fat of rams.” Janes SiLLARS.

River John, DPictow, N. S. July 24.1852.

——
OUR SAVIOUR'S SECOND COMING.

Brother Dunphy of Gardiner. Maine. whose zeal and intelligence
give him a good recommendation, is desirous that more should be spo-
ken and written on the above subject. At the close of w recent epistle,
he thus speaks— .

¢ Brother Oliphant, will you yermit me to ask one question? Do
your miuistcis and publicatious ray as mueb abiut the sccond coming
of Chri-t, and the Resurvection as they should? Tlicse ave soul
cheering themes and why not speak out freely on the sulijeets?  Would
not several essays on the above topics add to the intercst of the Ban-
ner?  Mark this: I do not find fault. T prize the Bauner above any
publication which I place my eye upon, but I should like to see
some stroug articles on the above subjeets.”

Our Lrother, who has been long and doubtiess happily connected
with the Baptists, is aware that the first coming of Christ was the
coming dwelt on hy the apostles and evangelistsin their efforts to con-
vert and roform the world. The characier, objeet, influence. aund
fruits of Christ’s teaching whoen he became a Teacher, and the death
that he died, and the meaning and power of that death. all connected
with his first coming, were made by his chos n heralds the ground-
work of their labours in reforming men. It was, Chrizt Zas come
rather than Christ ail/ come that they sounded in the ears of the Jew
and Gentile for their reformation.

True, they taught believers to look for Christ returning with his
magnificent train of angelic attendants, compassed with a halo
of glory, to smite all enemies and give salvation to all saints. ¢ To
these who look for him,” says brother Paul, “ghall he appear the second
time” Of himself he says, after developing events which should pre-

viously transpire, © Then shall the Son of man be scen coming in the
| clouds of heaven with great power and glory.” So spake J.:sus and his -
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inspired®witnesses to those whom they could call friends in the faith. l
But their addresses to sinners and hardened professors wore full of |
the first coming—Christ crucified. l
Still, there may be a sparserces on this subject by the brethren
not wholly justifiable. Some of us however in our addresses dwell
with all the strength we have on the sublime theme of the Lord com- |
ing in his chariot of glory to give a heavenly redemption tohis people.
But we choose an audienec of saints.  As our usual discourses and
our publicatious are principally designed to urge a reformation in
respeet to things more closely allied to Christ's first coming, we find
in this a good or a bad reason why his second cuming is not more
frequently and fully considered. D. 0.

.

————
THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER.
Owen Svund, June, 1852.

Dear Brurnren Quirnaxt axn Earox:—It has come into my mind
to write something in reference to prayer—

¢ The soul’s sincere desire

Utiered or unexpress’d.”
And in the fivst place—T1 heartily approve of the ¢ Essays on Prayer”
in the first two innabers of the  Christiae Bunsicr, present volumie.
Such articles must do good in awalening the attcution of the brethren
to the nature and importance of prayer.

What s prayer?  Montgomery iu his beautiful Lymn, part of which
18 quoted above. endeavours to diefiue it. I have opened Walker who
defines it, » petition to heaven. entreaty, submissive importunity.”

I have also opencd Cruden,whom brother Cawpbeli calls the greatest |
of verbal cxpositors; e says. < Prayer is an offering up of our desires |
t0 God for things lawful aud neediful, with an humble confidence to
obtain than through the alone mediation of Christ, to tle prase of ;
the metey, trath, and power of God. It is cither mental or vocal, |
cjaculatury or occasional, either private or public, for ourselves or |

|
|
I
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others, for the procuring of good things or fur the preventing of evil.
As God is the only objeet of prayer, and as we must pray for others
as well as for oursclves. so weare to pray fervently, (Col. 4, 12) i
sincerely, constaptly, with faith and not without repeutance, and by |;
the help of the Holy Spirit: Rom. 8, 16. !
|
i
|
X

“ Prayer comes from a word in the Hebirew, which significs appeal
or intercession, whereby we refer our cause, and that of others, to i
God as Judge, calling upon him, appealing to him, presenting our- ||
selves and our gause unto him.  The prayers that we direct to God ]
are the ordinary conveyance of the graces that we receive from him.
Christ himself the great cxample of the righteous and of the cleet, |,
taught us to pray, and informs us that it is by that we honor God and |
draw down upon ourselves his pardon and graces. | '

I

“The parts of prayer are said to be “invocation,adoration, confession,
petition, pleading, ded,icatio‘nz thanksgiving, and blessing.” N il

i g
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Thus far the erudite and indefatigable.Cruden. I would particu-
larly direct the attention of the bretbren to one observation in the
above. The prayers that we direct to God, are.the ordinary convey-
ance of the grices that we reccive from him. If this be true—if
prayer be the conductor between us and the throne of Gnd, by which
bis grace and blessings descend—how important to keep the commu-
nieation unbroken. Therefore, brethren, pray sithout ceasing.  Let
us keep the golden vials (Rev. 5, 8) filled with our prayers, that they
way overflow and descend with the odours of his grace. ¢ Ask and
ye shatl receive—seek and ye shall find— knock and it shall be open-
ed unto you.” ¢If ye then:being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more will your IHeavenly Father give
his Holy Spirit to them who ask him.” .

How encouraging is this; thercfore let us ask.  Let us continue in
prayer and waich unto the same with thanksgiving. If we pray to a
King, a Govermpent. a Couneil. or a Pailiament, we generally feel
interested in the result, and watch for the same, and are ready to re-
turn thanks if the prayer be granted  When we pray to God do we
not sometimes forget that we have asked, and to watch for the fulfil-
ment with thanksgiving ?

It i3 not absolutely required that all should pray in the congrega-
tion ; but can he be a disciple.who dues not pray in his closet?  And
will any disciple be less spiritually minded or make less progress in
holiness, beecanse he prays at the beginning and end of cevery day in
his family 2 Can there be but o e answer to this?

There are so3de disciples who will, it an evangelist be present, ask
him to read a chapter and to pray morning or evening in their fami-
lies, or on such gu vecasion pray,themselves; though they are not at
other times in the practice of it. ’

Sume bretliren vever pray in their families. and brother A, who is
one of these, will give as a rcason that, he has not the tulent neces-*
sary to pray in the presence of others. And brother A may think
that this reason Is quite sufficient  And some may think the want of
talent is more imagivary than real. e~peciatly as hrother A is quite
able to ask what he wants from L s fellow man in appropriate terms,
and also to thanl: him when he reecives it. I wounld affectionately
urge upon brother A. the re-consideration of his apoiogy

Lrother B. considers it his duty to attend to fumily worship, as
reading a passage morning and evening in the Word of the Lord. and
praying for and with his ehildren, is quite in accordance with the in-
junction * train up your children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.” And in pursuance of the dbove sense of duty, he makes
a begiuning and continues for some time; but matters of pressing
business, the visit of a woildly neighbour. the conviction of having
been inconsistent in conduct, or such like things eccasionally inter-
fere and family worship is occasionally neglected, and then altogether
discontinued until perhaps the death of a friend, a religious revival,
or. some personal or family affliction induces him to begin agaiu, to
again discontinue for the same causes as before.

Brother B. ought to pray that he may not neglect prayer.and that
the cares of the wosld, the deceitfulness of riches;and the love of other

-
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things may not choke the Word and render it unfruitful. And I
would earnestly exhort sister B. to encourage her husband to perse-
vere in the practice of family prayer, to endeavour as well as she may
to arrange her domestic affairs, and to control her domestic temper
too, so as not to interfere with it: and if he appears to be forgettul,
iet her place the Bible upon the table, and if necessary give him an
admoniticnary hint of his duty, and when the practice is persevered in
for a length of time, 2 habit will be fornied ; and in religion as in other
things itis important that habit should be in accordance with duty.
Reading the Scriptures is a profitable and important part of family
worship. There are many. who uniformly sing a hymu, but do not
vead the Scriptures; the former may very properly be done, but the
latter ought uot to be left undone. .

Adfter hearing God speak in his Word, we are better prepared to
speak unto God. The words of the Spirit-will not quench the Spir-
it; we will not pray with less faith in God because we have just
been reading the promises of God.

I agree with tlose who think it best to attend to morning prayer
before the morning meal; fasting and prayer are often associated
in the Scripture. )

I huve kuow. sonie professors of chiristianity to attend breakfast, and
then have prayer while a family of children have to fast tilt wor-
ship is qver ; making the children fast, while the parents pray, leaves
them to think more abuut the breakfast thap of ‘the prayer. and lhas

“also a tendeney to produce a dislike for the exercise altugether; but
if the parents would themselves wait for bieakfust until after prayer,
the children would also be contented to wait.

Thauksgiving is a part of praycr, but are there not some disciples
who tell God that they thank bim. but tell to man quite a differeut
story?  To. tle latter, their language is full of murmuring and com-
plaint; aud distress every one around them with their endless repin-
ings at their condition. Inconsistencivs simlar to this, you may
oft have observed at table ; the good man of the house will give thanks
to God for his bounty in supplying the table with food convenient
for them, and then imwediately turn to hisguest and tell b'm he is sor-
ry that they have such pvor entertaimment for him.as the fare is
so very plain. Isis like thanking a prince for his gift. aud then
before his face, turning to the people and complaining that the gift is
so worthless ; and sume will apologize to their gucsts in this way. even
whew the faré is really excellent. and appear to do it for the suke
of catching compliments, as Pupe observes of some young lady who

¢ Tn hope of contradiction oft wouldsay:
Methiuks I look most horrible to-ddy.”

Some appear to think that prayers are excellent in proportion to
their length. Such. instead of edifying their familes, tire, and
~ sometimes disgust them. Those individuals should remember that
our Father knows what‘we havé néed of before we ask him. And
a8 he is in heaven and we on earth therefore our words ought to be
few. And we are told by-the 'highest -authority, that we ‘shall not
|| be heard for our much speaking * And now'lest I may not be:read-
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for my much writing, I shall olose. Let us watch as well as pray,
and work as well as watch.
W. A. Steruens.

A SINGLE 8ENTENCE.

On the eighth of February last there died in Edinburgh a venera-
ble Baptist pastor, Mr. James Alexander Haldaue, in  his eighty-
fourth year. In his early life he commanded the man-of-war Mel-
ville Castle. While engaged in an action one day, the deck of his
ship was cleared by the broad sides of the enemny. Captain Haldane
ordered a fresh set of hands to be *piped up,” to take the place of
the slain.  The men, on sceing the mangled bodies of their comrades
scattered over the deck. instinctively drew baek ; at which their com-
mander poured forth a volley of oaths, and wished them all in h—IL
Ore of the seamen who had been religionsly educated, shortly after-
Wards said to the Captain, in a respectful and serious manner, * If
Gud had heard your prayer just now, where should we have Leen?”
The engagement terminated ; but a greater victory had been achieved
over Captain IHaldane than ly him. "The old sailor’s wnrds were
winged by Iim who never smutes in vain; and from that day the
gallant and reckless officer became a changed wan e lived to
preach the gospel for fifty-four ycars. Among the early fruits of
his ministry was the comversion of his brother Robert, now well known
as an able. learned. and pious commentator. Robert went to Ge-
neva, and during a sojourn there of several months (about 1814) he

; laboured with unwearied assiduity to reclaim the pastors and theo-
i logical students. whom he met with. from their rationalistic errors,

to indoctrinate them in the evangelical faith, and tolead them to
seek a personal interest in the Saviour. ~The blessing of God was
with him A considerable number of young wen beeame hopefully
pious ; and among those in whose conversion he had a main agency
were Frederick Monod. nuw cne of the pillars of the evangelieal churceh
in Franee; Felix Neff. the devoted young pastor of the ITizh Alps,
whose memory is leld sacred in both “hemispheres; and Merle
D’ Augbine. the eminent Listorian of the Reformation. To pronounce
these names is to show how impossible it must be for any ereated
mind to gather up the results of that single conversion on board of
the Melville Castle.  And that conversion was brought about through
a sengle sentence addressed by a sailor to his commander, firmly but
courteously reproving him for his profanity!

This case is a strong one. But is it not instructive? Does it
not shame our remissness in the great duty of bringing men to
Christ 2 Does it not hold out the amplest encouragement to fidel-
ity and zeal in the most important work? ¢ Théy that turn many to
rightcousness shall shine as the stars, forever” How glorious a
crown, then, will adore the brow of the poor seaman who maintained
his loyalty to Christ at the hazzard of offending his commander,
and whose faithfulness has already told with an efficacy so powerful
and so auvpicious upon the church and the world —Dr. Boazrdman.
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERIOAN BIBLE UNION.

Axmerican -Bmsre Usron,
New York, July 22, 1852,

Lditor of the Christian Banner,

Eroer W. W. Laron, g

St. Johns, New Brunswick.

My Dear Brommer.-—You wi'l greatly oblige us by giving two
suceessive insertions to the enclosed netice.

Although personally unacquainted. with you, I have heard so much
that is favourable about you from brother Farquharson, that I seem
to be writing to an old friend. .We thank you for the interest which
you manifest in the revision movement, and hope.that God may
continue to blgss it as Ile has hitherto . done, . and. that its results
may have an influence, world-wide.and eternal, for good.

‘Yours in the love of Christ, .
W II. Wyckorr, Cor. Sec.

The Annnal Meeting of the Anvrricax BinLe. Usson will be held in |

the Mecting, House of the first Baptist Churel. on the corner of
Broome and Elizabeth-sts, in the city of New York, ou Thursday
the 7th of October next. The excrcises are expected to continue
through several days.

Amoeng the speakers appointed for the vecasion, are, ;Pres Lynd
of Covirgton Seminary, Pres. Shannon of Missouri University, Prof.
Actkins. Shartleff College. T1L, Prof. Duancan of Louisiana Universary,
Lllce Wm. B. Maxson, New York, Rev. John L. Waller. Editor
of the Westrrn Recorder. Kentucky, Rev. James Pyper, Editor of
the Christivie Olserver, -Canada. Elder B I Coleman. Editor of
the Chrestiun Intdlizcncer, Vivginia, and Rev. Messrs. J. G Stearns

C. P. Rheldon, Wm_ 8 Clapp, T. Armitage, A. Wheeleek, W. W. |

Lverets. J. I. Fulion, and others. ,

Discourses upon the Bible are expected to be delivered by Rev.
Dr. Lyud, A, Wheelock. and. J. Pypor.

Tiie morning hour of Thursday from eight.to nine o'elock, will be
oceupied us a prayer-meeting. in which brethren from all pavis of the
couniry will unite in tecking the bessing of God upon the plaus and
operations of the American Bible Union, especially in reference to
the revision of the Knglish Seriptures. .

The business-meeting will commence at nine A. M. in the Lee-
ture roown, and the Anniversay exercises in the body of the louse
at ten A L )

W, H. Wycworr, Cor. Scc.
Absence from home for .some time, prevented an.earlier inser-
tion. W.W. L

"LABOURS OF EVANGELISTR.

REPORT NO. VIIL
Dear Brorner OrrenaNT,—On Thursday evening, July 13th,

we commenced 2 series of meetings in the midst of the excellent
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church at Wainfleet, animated by the company and christian sympa-
thy of brethren T. Bradt; and A. Clendenan.

The farmers being very busy, it was thought inexpedient to hold
meetings every evening in the same place. We accordingly spoke
to the people on the Lake shore on Thursday and Friday evening,
where so much interest was manifested, that we returned to the
neighborhuvod of the brethren deeply impressed with the truth that
the harvest truly is plentcous, but the taborers are zery few.

On Lord’s Day, July 18th, we had a happy day. Two acknow-
ledged their Saviour’s claims by being baptized into his death. two
united from the Baptists, and an intelligent sister from Jefiersen Co.,
N. Y, whom we found teaching school at ¢ Sugar Loat”

Parting with our Leloved brethren here, we were conveyed to Wel-*
land Port (the Narrows) where we spoke in the Presbhyterian meeting
house vn the following (Monday) evening,  Thenee, by the christian
kindress of brother Dennis, we journied back to Rainham, at which
place we again addressed the people on Tuesday  evening, the 2lst
mstant. At the ciose of the discourse, an interesting female having
riscu to request baptism, she was buricd in the ealm and glossy
bosom of Liake Erie, “in the sume hour of the night” amidst the
rejoicing of saints and of angels. Janes Brack.

ZOMUND SHEPPARD,

South Dorchester, July 23rd, 1852

Deaw Brorner Ouipnang,— A meeting of great interest Las just
terminated in thisvieinity.  Brothers Jumes Diack snd Fdmund
Sheppard have been laboring among us for a few days past, and
assuredly we have great reason to thank God and take courage. T
opine that the condition of Messiali’s eause is more facorable now in
this place than at any former peviod.  This certainly will be cheering
to the uriginal proelaimers of the gospel  here.—sueh as brothers
Oliphant. Corrcil, A. 8. Hayvden. &e.  The meeting concluded on
Lord’s Day, the 13th inst.. aud the result was—{Wec bave given the
resuit by the publication of the above report.—D. O]

The TLord be praised for the simplicity of the gospel. A declara-
tion mwade to me by an enlightencd aud influcutial citizen, that - the
Disciples have more Scripture to support their practice than any
other class of people/” may ser\'e‘o show the happy lmpiespion
formed on the minds of the assembly by those brethren.  You may
rest assured that not a few returned home that day with bLeating
hearts. The Lord grant them a day of salvation. Brethren Black
and Sheppard administer health to the good cause wherever they go.
May the prayers of the saints in Canada rise to heaven in their be-
halt; for they are worthy.

A few of the brethren froms Rainham were with us, and gave

;additional interest to the occasion. The Lord graut that the mecting

in September next may be as cheering and successful. ,
’ - . ] A. CLENDENAN..
Wainfieet, July 22nd, 1852.

- . .
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Dear Bréwuer,—Thinkiug that you are probably ever anxious to
Lnaw how the churches are prospering and enjoying themselves, I take
this occasion to write and say that peace and love prevail amongst
the brethren here.  We have received a visit from  brothers Black
and Sheppard, through whom we have been much edified and con-
firmed in the ways of rizhteousness and true holiness; and in addition
to those who obeyed. I think many good mmpressions were made on
the minds of others, which will be like the bread cast upon the waters
and gathered after many days. It is good to have visits from the
bretliven oceasionally, to show s our weakness and the want of dili-
gence in the search of the Seriptures of truth.

Yours most affectionately,
Leonarp Yager.
Liainkam, July 26th, 1852.

Dear Brorner Orienant.—L, for the first time, take up my pen
to let vou know that the brethren aud sicters are well. We mect
every first day of the week, and attend to the ordinance as com-
manded by our Lord and Saviour. Aswe are but few in number,
and have not a good way of taking our families out. we have agreed
to assemble in each of our houses in turn: but we feel the waut of
some of our able brethren in this part. I think that if it could
have been possible for you or brother Blaek to have stopped for
some time amongst us that there would have been a good many
vielded obedience to the truth as taught by Christ and his Apostles.
Therc are a few come out to hehold our order; but a zood many do
not think it worth their trouble to come to hearus.  We have had no
visiting brethren with us since you and brother Black left us. We
are living in peace, and, I may say, in love one with another.

We would be very glad to sce you here again. If it isin your
power, we hope you will soon pay us another visit,

Sydenham, July 12th. 1852.

NEWS FROM ILLINOIS.

Dear Broruer OuipanT:—Time has rolled on another year, in
the course of which many of our dear friends Lave been called to
give an account of their stewgadship. Those that remain ought to
refleet that they too are mortiYs,and will soon be called to their final
reckoning. Take the mass of professors, how mauy live as though
they were to live always. How few live with an eye fixed on the
mark of the prize of ti:e high calling—looking forward to the time
when they will stand before their Judge. How watehful we ought
to be over ourselves, with self examination frequently. There are
so many devices of satan. aud allurements by whick men are drawn
aside, human nature is so weak, many will go on deceiving themselves.
When I examine myself I find there are many things I wish I had
done different. If it was to be done again, I should change, perhaps
not for the better—wo are such short sighted erring heings, when

- we think we are doing for the best it often proves the reverse.
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If sincerity would savo mankind, millions would be saved. Paul
was sincere in persecuting the belicvers in Christ, as much as he
was after in defending the Gospel. Many of the Jews verily be-
lieved that Christ was an impester, and as such thought it right to
put him to death. OQur Saviour says that they were condemncd be-
cause they did not believe. The Jews asa people had sufficient Light
to convince them of the pretensions of Jesus of Nazareth.

I wonder at the division among the Baptists in respect to the
. revision of the present translation. All agree that it is not sufficient-
ly plain, and a part wish to have it translated for the Heatlien, but
not for the English reader. If the souls of heathens are of more im-
portance than British or American citizens, I am not aware of it.—
It may be possible that thoy think they will be in danger of
losing some loaves and fishes. Truth is‘mighty, and will prevail.—
And may God grant success to his cause  When I last wrote you I
asked your adviee whether I had done right or wrong, in uniting
myself with the Baptist chureh in this place, I thank you for your
kind reply, for I think it has been the means of doing 2ome good; it
has served to soften the minds of some, and seemed to inspire more
confidence than any ether way. In uniting with them, [ havé not bad
to subseribe to any thing except the Bible. I could net willingly
turn my back on auny of Christ's Ordinances,and we feel that we have
already been the means (in the hands of God) of doing good. When
we united with our brethren. they were accustomed to have Covenant
meetings every month, and communion once in twe months. Nnw we
have communion every mooth. and T am in hopes that we shall (before
a long time) get fully on the primitive Christian practice of weekly
communion.  Qur brethren mauny of them, declare their belief that
anciently they broke bread every Loid’s Day, and that their Deacens
were ordained, and in the absence of Klders, they officiated in all
institutions of our Liord and Master,cven to baptize believers. Ihave
circuluted your paperand many have read, aud all have or appeared
to approve of the seutiments it contains,  One of our Deacous said

that the Baptists had any Popes. 1 am inclined to believe that the
enlightened part of the Baptists and Disciples will yet be one.

I rejoice that you have been ealled more fully into the speaking field,
and huwbly hope you will be blessed in your labors, aud all who
co-operate with you. And may the time speedily arrive when all
error will be done away, and truth and love or the love of truth reign
triumphant throughoat the carth,and all speak the same things,
and all dwell together in unity of the spiritand in the bonds of peace.
This is the sincere prayer of you brother in Christ,

Rockford, Muy, 1852.

————
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY CHANGES.

Rev. J. L. Waller, Editor of the Western Recorder, who under-

stands whereof he affirms, says that “ within the past eighteen months

at least one hundred and fifty connected with the different denomi-

A BapTisT,

after he had read the cirenlar of Mr. Cleghorn, he was not aware |
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nations holding to infant sprinkling and opposed to baptism by
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immersion, have renounced their error and unmited with Baptist
churches.”

We note this as a significant fact. And it should alse’beremarked
that the great majority of these conversions have occurred in those
regions where the Bible Union sentiment predominates, and where
Baptist ministers are not afraid to preach immersion.as the believer’s
first and heaven-appointed duty—NV. Y. Chronicle.

A VOICE.

“ A fool speaks all his thoughts; but a wise man keepeth them
until afterwards” I have becn one of Solomon’s fool's all my days.
You will now, therefore, bear a little with me it my folly. I have
heard from heaven commanding, “lay not :p for yourselves treasures
on the earth ; but in Leaven ”—¢ Set your affections on things above ;
not on things on the earth.” ¢ Be ye fruitful in every goud word and
work.” Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” You will scarcely
expect me to say anything origiral on a subject which Las employed |
so many vigorous wminds and powerful pens. The most that I can |
hope is t® stir up your minds by way of remembrance ; and 1 shall
greatly rejoice it the following remarks suggest to your cundor any
fresh motive prompting to more effective action.

My Brethren, I deeply regret—JI am pained within me—becaunse I
see the struggles of the christian race, the sacrifice of the christian |
warfare, the victories of the christian soldier, so much neglected and .
forgotten. The love wiiich our dear Savivur tuught and recommended, |
both by his dectrine and practice, ineludes all the other virtues of the
christian character; while without it, every other virtuc is drogs.—
Bat the love of this world has so far estranged the minds of many
from the love of God and their neighbor, that they fall before Mam- |
mon, and seemingly say, * This is tny God. O Zion.” Not long sinee,
by request, I called ona profussor of religivn who received and treated
me kindly. He showed me his farm, his erops, and his comfortable
dwellings; and appeared to rejoice in the pusscssion of property,
stating that he had a son-in-in law immensely rich in landed property.
and likewise having one thousand dollars on interest; and Lis be
nevolenice was such that he gave as much as twenty dollars per year
to support the Gospel and old broken down preachers. I heard all
patiently, and, as Solomon’s fool, replied:—* I know one Disciple,
brother, who to one object pays one hundred dollars per year, apart
from sustaining schools, missionary operations, &e. This is henevo-
lence honoring to God, and worthy of a disciple of his Son; but of
the benevolence of your son-in-law, both you and he should be
ashamed—nor do I believe he will ever see God unlesshe learns to
lay hold on eternal life, by being willing to communicate, ready to
distribute, and laying up for himeelf a good foundation against the
time to come, and more also” ; and then asked him how he liked to be
thus whipped? I like our own preachers to whip me, but not others.
When I see the enemy’s flag up, I am always for war ; my sword is

ood, sir. Ife acknowledged its keen edge. I then took my leave.
ere, brethren, is & good specimen of that prineiple which drowns
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'or eaw, or koat, ram, baly dove, or pizeons. whichseever it may be; to
“tne Lord or hisocduse. Tae procoas grace of beuevolence, witen
U ower, vivid, and assoed
RS

yowelfice.of owre tsHow-tteatures, and to practied even the most rigid

{|: ter, the burning rays of summer's sun, together with tlie bursting ‘vel- }|:
i oxnos of - the pit.- 3

menvin destruction- and perdition. O.that God may_through truth
open our understandings to.comprehend those fearful whirlpools -of.
self-love and worldly-love, into which all the worshippers of wanimon
fall. Nothing tends-to demolish-the power of - self-love-so. much as.
love % God, to Christ and to our neighbor. Love secketh not 'its
own, and is-kind».it fixes our atbention on the good.of others; it
teaches us that by secaring that ohject we secure our'resl good: But-
whaty you usk; is the-real good that demands our attention and efforts-
at present 2. old-on a little, brethren. Refleet ; 1dok:-on thie- face.
of your own-dear Canada. Do you sec the thousands of your fellow ||
men gettiedon the shores of your mighty lakes, and in dlie heart of
dense foregts 7 Are all these destined to death?  Will they inhabit
a world of glory or the regions of" darkiress. ere loug? Has your’
Lord and Saviour leved and shed his ‘bload for them? Did he mot
jadge thew of immense worth? Do his bowels now yesrn over them,
aud is heanxioug that they gain a Ipowledge of the truth and bLe
saved 7 Well, how ave they fo obiain that kiwwledge ?  Must Privee |
Bdward ‘County be neglected. wheve auy precious spirits implor-
ingly cry, « Come down and help. us” Must an Anderson and a
K lgone lay on the sirelf or be'buried-in the-bush?  Well, now, what
is wanted 7 Well. just this for you to hear that voice from hicaven
which says, God loves-a chieerful giver; and'if you have-a horse, an
ux, 4 cow, a goat, a rwm. a calf, a turie-dove,or even twe young’ pi-
geous, which if taken ffom you by aveident ‘would not bring ydurself,
or fwnily torsuffer want; then cheerfully sacrifice that Lorse.or ox; |

wted with the Lope of nounoitality, will be |
out 1o indaee ug o make the wost vigorous exeriions for the b

self-donial. Whet losses, whab sufferivgs. what moriifontions. what
hutfeer, what thirst, what weariness-andtoil does not the love of our
neighbor, when animated by the prospect ofa recompensein heaven,
incite men voluntarily aud cheerfully to undergo? The example of
our Lord, his Apostles, and many of ' the followers of Christ in all I}
agés, will shiow-the constraining power of love to-God and mun ; and
now, hrother,'do you realize the force of love inspired by heaven and.
impelled by the hope of a future:reward, working in your own breast,
prompting you to step out in glorious deeds, by which you will become }}
an example of benevolence to all around. Where are those intrepid |
;ouls who long "té plant the flag of truth within'the -garrison of the
oc. : : -

«Soldiers of the Cross; arise,
Behold your Captdin in_ the skies; - < 1
Holding*forth the glittering pnze, g
He.calls-to-victory”? . I
My brethren, the combined powers with- which we struggle are ||
great, in order that victory may-be had, the banner must fly. We
must have brethren to become royal rangers and face. the blast of win-

The suppoertof their families must - be: fixed
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permaneunt base. The voice of a Savior's bloud demands it, the worth
of souls demandsit; mercies of God call loudly for it ; the work can
be and must be done. But brother, did [ hear you say, I am in deb,
I cannot do anything? I know youare,and deeply in debt,and to nove
more deeply than to God.  Will you flineh if you cannot pay 11?7 Pay
8 certain part; just men do so I deeply fear that lamentation and
wo2s await that man who skulks from this work of self-denial and sac-
rificing to Gud ; and may heaven reward. and God bless the mau, wo-
man, or child who is foremost in this work which will eventuate in
glory to God,and salvation to men.
A Rerrizvep Basyronian.

EE The preceding is the whole good doctrine, and the exhorta-
ion is greatly required. Some of our speaking brethren need some-
thing of thi> sort ; and if both preachers and all others would make a
due use of our brothers counsel, the work of the Lord would prosper

in our hands. D. O.

—_———
WE ARE ENCOURAGED.

Scores of letters within the past few wonths, from the East and the
West, from the North and the South, have greeted us with words of
encouragement. ~We are yleased with the Chiisitan Banner in
this scetion ™ cither begins or eloses these episties.  To malke the ex-
pression tell upon us more eJectually, “material aid” accompanies it.
We cannot express all that we feel in view of these tokeus of substan-
tial and increasing interest in our cflorts through the Press.  To the
Lord be all the honor, while to the brethren who have given us their
help be all eredit which is due.

Scveral brethren indeed have sympathized with and aided us in
more than an ordinary degree,— all the more prized beeause under
the circumstances more than usually required. We do not wish to
conceal the fact that, on account of the injustice and unfaithfulness of
three or four worldly men, obligated to us in things pecuniary, we
have suffered losses within ten months amounting to little less than
six hundred dollars.  But the Lord and some excellent men who love
him have aided usin standing p azainst these financial trials; and
we nuw have the cheering prospeet before us that we shall soon only
owe all men love, but neither silver nor gold nor bills of cxchange.
Mean time we have learned some valuable lessons,and better than any
other species of learning connected with present usefulness, we now
know much more fully than formerly how we stand in the affections of
our brethren. ¢ Helpers in time of need ”—in time of trial—are true
helpers, and we prize them above all price; and that the Lord will
reward them is assure as his own sure promises.
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Tie friends of the Christian Banner may taerefore rejoice that it is
physically in a more healthy condition than many periodicals which
have had better opportunities. And though its “outward man” may
not be like Paul’s, which perished, yet we trustits “inward man” may
be “renewed” day by day or mouth by month. That many of our real
friends and helpers arc becoming more punctual in their endeavors
to hold up our hands, is a pleasing and Lopeful fact. Others who

learn not as fast, and whose sympathies are of a d.flerent mould, will
perhaps do better in days to come.  Old fashioned christians rejoiced
e hope—we too have lope and joy in it. D. O.

THE BIBLE.

The Bible has been copied durimg three thousand years, as no other
book ever has been. It hasalso shared the captivitics of Israel, and
the exterminating rpersecutions of the first Christians; it hus gone
through the darkness of the middle ages; it has been driven to the
cells of the monks.and from all it has come forth like the children
from the fiery furnace. with not a hair of its head touched. It fell
into the hands of the Romanist church, that great corrupter of every-
thing she touches—and that church had.a powerful interest to oblit-
erate those strokes with which it sketches her portrait as that
of the great apostacy—and yet it has come forth from her hands
unscathed.

All the libraries of the world have been ransacked for various copies
and versions; aud though all the manuseripts from the third to the |}
sixteenth century, have been examined a thousand times by innumer- {
able critics. many of whomn had the impulse of a keen desire to
discredit the divine record, they have diseovered not a solitary
reading which could cast 2 doubt 0. any passage before considered
certain.

Forty years ago. Claudius Buchanan, while in India. found in the
possession of the black Jews of Malabar. supposed to be a remnant of
the dispersion by Nebucbadnezzar’s first invasion. an immense roll
43 feet long and 22 inches wide. upon which a portion of the Secrip-
tures had been copied by different hands  He procured and deposited
it in the Cambridge Library. This was compared letter for letter
with a piinted copy of the Hebrew Bible. And it was found, that
between the Hebrew text now in use in the West, and that manu-
seript so long uved in the Bast. there were anly forty petty differences,
not one of whish made the slightest change in the meauing of the
text.

This work of making a thorough search of manuscripts was made
necessary by Rationalists; but it has resulted in their unanimous
confession that they can gain no advantage from that quarter. Let
none, then, be disturbed in his reliance on the infallible truth of
the written record, by the pretence that errors of the transeribers
bave corrupted it. Its wonderful preservation from errorin these
circumstances is a mark of its divinity. A divine hand must have {]

guarded it in all the way of its conveyanee to us.— Motker's Journal, H
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THE - MOTHER A GUARDIAN ANGEL- ‘
The following touching remarks are from an Italian work:—- ;
& A mothier teaching-her child to pray,1s an object at.oncé the most*
sublime and tender that the imagination can conceive. Elevated,
| above carthly things, she seems like -one of those guardian ahgeli;;
the companion of our earthly pilgrimage, through whose ministration
we are incited-to good, and restrained from evil. The image: of the:!
mother becomes associated in his‘infant mind with the invocation she-
taught to him— Father who isin heaven! When the seductiong of’
the world -assail his youthful mind, that well rewembered prayer tos
bis * Father who is in heaven,” will strengthen him to résist evil— |
When in riper-years he mingles with mankind, and encounters frand
under the mask of honesty; when he sees confiding goodness betray- ;
ed, generosity ridiculed as weakness, unbridiéd hatred, and coldness,
of interested friendship, he may; indecd, be' tempted to depise 'his
fellow-man ; but he will remember his ¢ Father who is in‘heaven.  H
“Shonld he, on the contrary, abandon himself to thé“world, and{
allow the seed of self-love to spring up and flourish in the heart, K
will, notwithstanding, sometimes hear a wariing voice int the depths:
of hLis soul, severely tender as those uiaternal- 1ips which iustructed
him te pray to his - Bather who is in heaven.’ But when the tria
of life are over,nnd he may he extended on the bed of’ death, rwith;
no other cosvlation than the peace of anapproving conscience, he will;
reeall the sceues of his infancy, the image of his mother, and withi
tranquil confidence will resign Jis soul o his * Father'who is in hea;
vea.? "

—— _
CONVICTS ANT CONFLRVATION.

Tzav Tirs.—= The Lord Bishop of Toronto will hold a Confirma: !
tion in this city on Suaday the Jth September, in the foilowing erder:
St Georne's, 11 aae. ) S Panls. 3 pon; St Jumes’. 6 pw.- IIis-
Lordship will administer that rite in the Provincial Peuitentiary to-
several of the conviets: o

We copy the above from a Kingseon journal! We-are sorry-that!
his Lordship and Bishopship should deliberately walk into the Peiii:
itentiary and confirm the convicts. Surely they aré bud: enough
without being confirmed. If the Bishop sces this; will he takew,
friend’s counsel and alter Lis determinations ? D. 0

B . 3
3% Let all fricnds remember the meeting in Wainfleetin Sep éhg-‘i
ber, as announced in our last. oo

————
s&=>We anticipaté the arrival shortly of a few copics of the: Owen
and Campbell Debate from the city of Cincivnati. = Thisiisa w
that we can recommend. Every Christian and Infidel ‘in Amieriéay)
should read it. We shall do our part ‘toward supplying’ thosé: who i
wish toread it in ourown Canada. It will be sold-at 75°6d.-percopy:4
When first- published; it was retailed at 103 or 128 6d: ‘Who wailé




