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THURSDAY, Feb. 22,

Shortly before 2 o’clock p. m. the SPEAKER
took the chair of the house, and after a few
minutes the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rnd conveyed the conmand of His Excellency
for the attendance ot the House in the Council
Chamber, .

The House of Assembly having attended in
obedience to His Excellency’s command, His
Excellency opened the Session with the fol-
lowing Speech:—

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the IHouse of

Assembly:

1. It affords me unfeignel satisfaction, in
meeting, for the first time, the Legisiature of
this my native Province, to be able to congra-
tulate you upon a condition of prosperity never
before equalled in the history of the Colony.

2. While we have enjoyed the blessings of
peace and immunity from pestilence, the labors
of the Husbandman and the Fisherman have
been crowned with success: and tho sale of
Crown Lands, the development of our Cgal and
Gold Mines, the receipts from our Railways,
and the Trade and Revenue of our Province,
are greatly in excess of any preceding year.

3. A soldier myself, and intimately connect-
ed with the organization of the Volunteer
movement both in Great Britain and in this
Province, you can well understand the deep
gratification it has afforded me to find the
spirited manner in which my countrymen have
respouded, by the organization ot a Militia
Force so efficient, to the call to prepare for any
emergency which may at any time demand
stout hearts and trained arms for the defeuce
of the inestimable privileges we enjoy as sub-
Jects of the Crown of Britain.

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of

Asgsembly.

4. The Public Accounts will shortly be
vlaced ebefore you. The Estimates for the
Year will be prepared with as much regard to

1

economy asdue consideration for the interests
of the country will permit.

Myr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council:

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly:

5. You will learn with regret that, notwith-
standing the united efforts of the British North
American Colonies, the Government of the
United States have adhered to their determina-
tion to abrogate the arrangements for Recipro-
cal Trade which have for the past eleven years
contributed so largely to the harmony and
commercial prosperity of both the neighboring
Republic and these Colonies; but I am san-
guine that by mutual aid and co-operation
among the Provinces, and under the fosterin,
care of the Mother Country, the trade of Bri-
tish North America may be so directed into
new channels, and our valuable fisheries so
protected, as to meet the emergency thus
forced upon us and avoid any waterial com-
mercial inconvenience. The correspondence
upon this suhject will be submitted to you.

6. You will be gratified to be informed that
the efforts to represent the products of this Pro-
vince at the Dublin Exhibition resulted very
favorably—a large number of medals having
been awarded to our exhibitors; and from the
necessity which now exists to make known as
widely as possible the great natural resources
of these Provinces, you will, I doubt net, make
suitable provision for the due representation
of Nova Scotia at the great International Exhi-
bition to take place in Paris in 1867,

7. Contracts, based upon the legislation of
last Session, have been entered into during the
recess of Parliament for the extension ot the
Railways from Truro to the border of New
Brunswick, and from Windsor to : Annapolis.
These documents, and the papers connected
Iil;erewitb, will be laid before you at an early

8’. In accordance with instructions received
from Her Majesty’'s Government, circulars
were transmitted to the personsin charge of all
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the Prisons in the Province, making enquiries
28 to their condition. These documents, with
the azswers to the enquiries made, will be sub-
mitted for your cousideration; and I will be
glad if some means should be devised for the
due ingpection of all places ofimprisonment, in
order to promote an improvement in the system
and uniformity of discipline.

9. Your attention will also be-invited to the
important question of Immigration, in the hope
that a larger number of those seeking a new
home may be made acquainted with the great
advantages which are here offered to industry,
capital, or skill.

10. T confidently hope that, deeply itapressed
with the gratitude due to a beneficent Provi-
dence for the blessings so liberally bestowed
during the past year, your united deliberations
will result in promoting the contiunued pros-
perity of this highly favored land.

THE LUNENBURG ELECTION,

The SPEAKER, upon the return of the House,
proceeded toread His Excellency's speech.—
The Speaker.also announced the demise, dur-
ing the vacation, of Dr. Slocumb, one of the
representatives of Lunenburg, and the issae of
a writ to supply the vasancy.

Hon. Prov. SEC, by command of His Fixcel-
lency, laid on the table of the House, the return
to the writ for the elaction of a member for the
county of Lunenburg, which was then read,
announcing the election of Abraham Hebb,

Esq.

ﬁou. J. H. ANDERsSOXN and HoON. A, KEITH,
the Commissioners for adwinistering the oaths,
then took their places, and Mr. Hebb being
introduced by Messrs. Apnand and Ray, ad-
vanced and was sworn iu.
i The SPEAKER announced that the usual
order for the franking privilege had been
made.

BILL PRO FORMA.,

Mr, 8. MACDONNELL then asked leave to
introduce pro forma a bill entitled *“ An act for
the patenting of useful inventions.” The bill
was read a first time, and ordered to be read a
second time on a future day.

ANSWEK TO THE ADDRESS MOVED.

Dr. HAMILTON said—I rise, Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of moving the answer to the
speech with which his Excellency the Lieut.
Governor was pleased to open the third session
of the twenty-fourth Parliament of Nova
Scotia.

Every Novascotian, and especially the memn-
bers of this House, must feel gratified that

- Her Majesty has thougbt proper to select and
appoint as her representative in this colony,
one of Nova Scotia’s sons, whose talents and
bravery have won bim so distinguished a
namein the British Empire, not only as the
.heroic defender of Kars, but in other import-
&nt positions. As our Governor, we must feel
coufident that in the exercise of his great
abilities and practical knowledge, Nova Scotia
has been placed under the most favorable
circumstances at this time.

It must be gratifying, too, for His Excellency
to meet the Legislature of this his native
Proviace under such favorable circumstauces,
for I believe never before, in the history of
Nova Beotia, was every branch of productive
industey in. so healthy and flourishing a
condition as at present.

The returns from the various sources of
revenue, which have been made public, enable-
the Government to meet the House with no
demands against the treasury, but, on the
contrary, with a large surplus.

If there is one thing more than another
which should inspire confidencein a Govern-
ment in the management, of the public aftairs,
it i3 the fact that the productive industry and
the varions sources of wealth are steadily om
the increase.

A full treasury not only enables the Govern-
ment to meet all the existing and necessary
appropriatious, but it does more—it enables
them to make provisions for the extension of
the publie works, and other improvements
whieh froin time to time are required by the
people.

Now, I do not feel disposed, in making these
statewments and exhibiting the figures which
will tollow, to attribute all the increase in the
trale, commerce, navigation, agricultural pro-
duce, fisheries, mines and minerals, &c., to the
management of the gentlemen who compose
the present government, but this much I may
say, that just in so far as the people have con-
filence in the integrity, practical ability and
good inteuntions of those gentlemen, so far do
people feel security in entering into the
prosecution of those various sources of industry
and tradd, which result in the enjoywment not
only of all the luxuries of life, but in the in-
crease aud extension of the productive sources
of wealth.

1 believein every department from which re-
turns are collected, the increase over previous
years is remarkable, and as far as the produc-
tive resources of our Province are concerned,
viz., the tisheries, agriculture, mines, minerals,
and other departments they are all equally in
a healthy aud flourishing condition.

A few facts and comparirons might not be
awmise, and while I do not feel disposed to make
any invidious comparison with former govern-
ments under different. parties, I must be per-
mitted to refer to a few figures to illustrite
the progress which has been made,and first let
us take tho exports of Nova Scotia.—

Tn 1860, under the management of our prede-
cessors, the whole exports amounted to

$6,619,634
While, in 18G5, they were no less than 8,830,633

Being an increase of no less than $2211,009

If there can be any doubt about the state of
our country in this respect, a reference to her
exports will prove her prosperity, and the great
increase for the last six years shows pretty
plainly that Nova Scotia is progressing in her
productive capabilities moss rapidly, and we
must certainly hope it may leng continne, I
might 1ention that during the years 1861-62-63;
the exports of the Province fell off uo less than
$1,242,169, so that the increase has been most
rapid, amounting, since 1862, to no less a sum
than $3,153,672.

These very large exports and imports pro-
duce a trade fromn which a large revenue is col-
lected, and as far asthe Government and the re-
presentatives of the people are concerned, noth-
ing is more gratifying than to have a large sur-
plus revenue to return to the people in the:

shape of grants for roads and bridges, schools
and navigation securities, and which alsoen-
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ables a Government to extend public works
as they have been extended during the exis-
tence of the present Legislature.

‘Liet us exainine the other departments: take
the Crown Land Departinent, for instaunce, and
here we find the sam rapid and steady in-
crease under the coutrol of the present Govern-
ment. In 1860 the revehue frow the Crown
Lands was 820,846, aud it declined to $15,004 in
1862, while the revennue ifrom that source ia.1365
was 1o less than $43,126, being auincrease over
1802 of $28,033. These tigures likewise iodicate
a corresponding increase in the population of
the couutry, for many of the grauts have been
taken out by settlers.

Take another departiment of the public ser-
vice—~the Railway,—aud we find the same re-
sults. In 1862 the veceipts of the Railway were
#130,106, while in 185 they amounted to the
sum of 8183069, being an increase of $44,853, at
the same time we have evidence of the good
-condition of the road, aud the incroasing coufi-
dence the people feel in travelling onit.

“The revenus, which gives the sinews of war
to a government and a degislatare, is, in this
Province, in a most gratifying state, as will be
shown by the following items, viz., in 1860 the
whaole revenue collected zmounted to the sum
of $757,447, and in 1862, under a tariff ¢f 12} per
cent., beiug an increase ot 2§ par cenr, ad valo-
rem duaty, the sum was only $916,853, while in
1865 under a 10 per cent. tarit, the reveanue
amounted to $1,2046,57

- $3144,124, the increase being more than half of
the entire revenue for 1560,

The coal mines, tou, exhibit the same pros,
perous condition, tor, in 1842, the amount ship-
ped in from this Provinee was only 392,631 tons,
while, in 1865, the number of tons was 651,254,
being an increase of 238,625 tous. This branch
of trade isone of the urost himportant in conunec-
tion with the country, and its value can he es-
timated by a glance at the Island of Cape Bre-
ton abounding in seams of coal.

The gold mines are not an exception, for wea
find that, in 1862, there were only 7,110 oz, rais-
ed, while, in 1863, the amount was 24876, being
an increase of 17,768 oz.

Gold mining has now become a settled branch
of business in this Province, and as it will af-
ford an export to meet the demands made ap-
on us for the importation of necessary articles
of consumption from foreign countries, too
much attention cannot be given to the enceur-
agement ot this branch of our industry.

I have thns enwnnerated many of the impor-
tant industrial pursuits of Nova Scotia, and
produced figures to show her prosperous state.
I will not lengthen ny presentremarks further
than to allude to -oue or two other topics men-
tioned in thie speech.

Meuntion is made of the attempts by our Go-
vernmeut $@ negociate for the renewal of tha
Reciprocity Treaty, a treaty by which we were
enabled to conduct, very heneticially for both
countries, a large trade with the United States,
but as that country seems disposwid to erect »
Chinese wall about her horders, and thus break
off a most beneficial trade, we must find new
channels for the exchange of our productions,
and it by the present negociations we may be
enabled to open new trade relations with the
West Indies andwhe North American Provinces,
the information obtained and the practizal les-

being 4n increass of |

sons learned from the ten years trade carried
on under the treaty, I trust will not be lost to
the sagacious people of Nova Scotia in any
such new chann€éls we may open up. .

It is true we require the tlour and pork of the
Unitei States, and some other important arti-
cles, bus let us encourage home productions;
and, as far as imanufactures are concerned, I do
not see why we cannot compete with that coun-
try in many of the more common articles in use,

Now,in the article of boots and shoes, we are
manufacturing our own supply to a large ex-
tent, as the prosperous factories at Annapolis,
Wolfville, Hants, Colchester, Pictou, and Hali-
fax testify, and if we can successfully competo
with them in this respect, and in the manufac-
ture of axes, which the two factories of Liver-
rool and Cornwallis bave done in driving the
Anmerican axes from our market, we can do it
in o:ber articles of a similar kind.

Another very gratifyingfeature of his Excel-
lency’s speech, especially to the members of
Hants, Kings, Annapolis, Colchester and Cum-
berland, is, the reference to the fact that con-
tracts and arrangements are already entered
inro for the huilding of lines of Railway, agree-
ably to the legislation of the past session, and
think if there i3 any one thing which should in-
spire confilencein the Government,itis the ear-
nest desire shown to construct and extend for
the people, East, West, and North, the existing
lines of Railway, and I believe the mass of the
people will ruceive tuis announcement as evin-
cing the determination of the Government to
ad vance their iuterests,

Nothing in my opinion has sueh a favorable
tendency to develope and bring to the notice
of the people the various resources of a country
as well arranged and managed Exhibitions,
and while a young country like Nova Scotia
has'not the wealth, or facility for collecting and
exhibiting her resources, we cap, in connection
with exhibitions, in older and more favored
countries, exhibit our products, and thus show
our capabilities, :

‘'he exhibitions of Londen and Dublin have
done much for us in this respect, but I conceive
that too much pains and trouble or even ex-
pense cannot be appropriated better than in
this respect.

The proposed Exhibition at Paris, in the
spring of 1867, affords a favorable opportunity
for a turther display of our coa!, gold, iron, and
other minerals, as well as of our agricultural
produciions, and I am glad to find that His
Exceltency has been pleased to bring it to the
uotice of the Legislature, and I hope thatevery
necessary arrangement will be made, on a
suitable scale, to secure a creditable exhibition
of our prodnctions, 8o that we will be enabled
to win as mauy medals as we have received at
the Exhibitions of London and Dublin and
more recently, (having taken the very highest
vrize at the recent Exhibition of the London
Herticultaral Society, viz., » Gold Medal for
the best collection of Fruit and Vegetables
from any of Her Majesty’s Colonies.) With
these remarks, sir, I beg leave th move the fol-
lowing Reply to His Excellency’s Address:

. ANSWER TO ADDRESS.
MAY 1T PLEASK YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We thank your Excellency for the Speech with
which you have been pleased to open the present
Session, and rejoice that in the choice of a Lieutenant
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Governor the selection of our Gracious Sovereign
should have fallen upou & native of this Province,
whose talent and bravery has won for him a place so
distingunished in the histury of the Empire.

We ara deeply gratefui for the blessings of peace,
and freedom from pestilence, which we have enjoyed
during the past year, and learn with much satistaction
from all the various departments of the unparalleled
progperity of our country

We are much pleased to learn that the efforts we
have made to aid in the defence of our country, and
our rights as British subjects, have been such as to
warrant the commendation of a soldier 8o accomplish-
ed as yourself.

‘The public accounts will receive our careful con-
sideration when laid before us, and we hope to find
the estimates adapted to the necessities of the country.

We regret to learn that there is no immediate pros-
pect of the renewal of the Reciprocity T'reaty, but we
confidently reiterate the expectation referred to by
your Excellency, that by judicious measures for the
extension of our Trade in new channels, and the vigor-
ons protection of our Fisheries, no material incon-
venience will result to our Commerce.

1t affords us much ratisfaction to be informed that
the efforts to represent the products of this Province
at the Exhibition recently held in Dublin were so
wuocessful, and fully sensible of the great importance
of making our resources better known abroad, we
shall be much pleased to provide for the due represen-
tation of this Province at the Eshibition to be held in
Taris in 1867.

We shall be happy to give the Uontracts made for
the extension of the Railways from Truro to Moncton,
and from Windsor to Annapolis, and the papers con-
nected therewith our caretul attention

We will also examine the statements collected res-
pecting the management of our prisons, and consider
any measures which may be proposed for their better
administration with the deliberation due to so impor-
tant a subject. .

‘Any measures adspted to promote usefal Immigra-
tion to this Provines will obtain our hearty co-opera-

tion.

We desire to ba sincerely thaunkful to Almighty God
for the blessings 80 bountifully bestowed during the
past year, and join your Excellency in the hope that
our legislative labours may conduce to the cont:nued
prosperity of our common country.

Mr. JAMES FRASER, in seconding the ad-
dress to His Excellency, spokse, in effect as fol-
lows: I do not intend, Mr. Speaker, to occupy
the time of the House by speaking at any length,
for my hon. friend who has preceded me has
gone over nearly all the subjects which required
comment. In the firstplace I would say that I
think we have great reason to be proud that a
native of this Province has elevated himself
to 8o exalted a postion as that which His Ex-
cellency at present occupies, and I have no
doubt the people of this country feel highly
pleased at his appoiotment to that station. In
this instance we find that a colonist has con-
ducted himself with such ability, integrity and
valor, that his promotion can onf‘y be regarded
with pride by every subject of the Crown.
That promotion is in conformity with the max-
im, “ Honor to whom honor i3 due”; a rule
which secures to every subject of the Empire a
proper reward for merit.

Tu reference to the Reciprocity Treaty, I
may say that while I regret that that treaty
has been repealed, I do not look upon our con~
dition as some do, who take a very desponding
view of affairs, but on the contrary, I consider-
ed frowmn the first that we were too anxious for
jta continuance; 1 would not be willing for
my part to accede to the terms upon which a
renewal of iations were offered, and I am
happy that our delegates at once _retused.to
have anything to do with the conditions which

were proposed. We may find ourselves able
to get along very well without the treaty; our
commercial relations with other countries will
he placed on a better basis than hitherto; the
Colonies will feel more deeply that thev are
portions of one great empire, and I hope such
arrangements will be made as to secure the
continnation of our prosperity.

I have nodesire to speak ill either of any na-

tion or any individual, but I do think the Ame-
rican people, having asked the repeal of the
treaty, should not be allowed—and I think that
the aid of Great Britain would Le extended to
us in this instance—to enjoy the privileges in
connection with our fisheries which by their
own conduct they have forfeited; if such a de-
termination on our part were evinced, I think
we would find them in a few years enquiring
the terms upon which the old arrangements
could be restored.
_ Another matter upon which I will remark,
is the willingness with which our people have
responded to the call wmade upon them in re-
ference to our Militia defence, Hevetofore we
have not done a great deal, but what has been
doue is a guarantes that there would not be
wan'ing peopls in these Provinces ready and
willing to meet the aggressions of any enemy
cowming from any part of the world. While I
hope that the day of danger may never come,
I feel confident that if is should, our J)ebple
would prove themselves ready to defend their
hearths and homes with all the energy of
which they could avail themselves.

Mr. ARCHIBALD—I presume the usual course
will be pursued, and that the reply will be al-
lowed to lie on the tabls uatil to-morrow. I
may 8ay I am not aware of any amendment to
be suggested, but it seems to me that my friend
from Cornwallis, in moving the address, comes
ag it were under a flag of truce, and takes the
opportunity, at.the samne time, of pouring a vol-
ley into the enemy. 1t would be a pleasure to
me to follow that gentleman tkrough the course
o! his arguament, and to show that he was mis-
taken in attributing the prosperity of the coun-
try to the management ‘of the administration,
and I think I could convince the House that
even though a worse government came into
power, the fish would still be caught in our
waters, the coals would still be exported, and
apples would still be produced in our orchards.
It would afford me a pleasure thus to show
how slight a foundation he had for his argu-
ment, and I could not help thinking at the time
that there was a great deal of discord between
the speech that the hon. gentlemnan was mov-*
ing and the speech that he was making, and I
t.r&sf. the public will not take for gospel all that
was contained in the latter.

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY~I think thers can
be no objection to the adoption of the usual-
course in reference tothe Address. There may
at times be a convenience in passing the repl
upon the same day as that on which it is move
but there may be also much inconvenience.
can assure the hon. gentlpman who has just
spoken, that we will only be responsible for
the sentiments contained in the written speech,
and when my friend from Kings was tempted
by the fleld which opened up before him to
stray on and cull a flower or two, I have no
doubt he was induced to adopt that course by
the example 30 freely set him by gentlemen at
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the other side, who are accustomed to take very
great credit to themselves when the country is
prosperous under their management.
Mr. ARCHIBALD—Itis quite evident that the
. Administration will do nothing for which they
cannot avail themselves of the plea afforded by
our example, .
The Answer to the Address was, on motion,
laid on the table until tormorrow.
. The House adjourned to Friday at 3 o’clock.

.FRIDAY, Feb. 23, 1866.
The House met at 3 o’clock.
THE ADDRESS.

Dr. HAMILTON moved that the address in
answer to the Governor’s speech do pass. {Mr.
Archibald being absent, it was understood that
the address should be adopted, excepting the
last clauxe, to give that gentleman an oppertu-
nity of expressing his views.) -

Mr. ARCHIBALD—I konow not whether it
was by accident or otherwise that the clause
which has been left for me to oppose is that
which expresses gratituds to Providence for
the blessings of the past year, one which of all
others I feel disposed to endorse. I recollect
there was a celebrated writer who once sent a
letter in which he thanked God that his work
was done, and the reply made by the indivi-
dual to whom it was addressed was “ that he
was exceedingly happy to find that Dr.
Johnson had the grace to thank God for
anything.” If I were dispused to cavil at this
clause at all it would be on a similar ground,
and I would merely express my pleasure that
the Qovernment have had the grace to thank
Providence for anything. I must say I have
not a great deal of fauit to find with the Gov-
ernment as far as thejaddress and answer are
concerned, for they are to a great extent non-
committal, and if I have found it my duty to
make any obgervations at all, it was only on
account of the entirely unprecedented address
of mwy honorable friend to whom the motion
was entrusted. It is quite clear that the ebject
which the Government had in view {n framing
such an address and reply was, that we should
pass to the business of the House and the
country without having our time occupied
with a preliminary discussion, and had the
honorable member for Kings accepted the
ﬁosit.ion thus pointed oat to him, I would

ave felt I was not doing my duty in
detaining the House for a single hour or a sin-
gle mivute in discussing the topics to which
reference has been made. . More than that, if
these observations, which appeared spontane-
ous, had not been circulated on the wingsjof
the press to the people of this Province, I
would have been silent, but although in the
Reporter of last night not a word was said as
to the nature of these observations, I regret to
find that they have been fully circulated in the
papers of this morning. Under these circum-
stances, and after remarks made in such a de-
preciatory tone, I feel I would be worse than
criminal were I to sit here without strenuous-
ly protesting agamst the course which has
been pursued. I do not intend, however, to
go into an elaborate review of the founiation
on which the hoh gentleman based his argu-
ment, but does that hon gentleman under-
take to tell this house that the increase in-
the prosperity of this country, the increase

of her trade and of her revenue, are due to the
Government by whom our affairs have been
managed for the past three years? I will do
him the justice to say, that I do not take such
to be his intention, and that I imagine he is
willing to make some considerable deduction
for the natural growth of the country, and that
he did not mean to assert that her expansion
of trade and great finaneial success are
altogether due to the ability and management
of the gentlewmen who occupy the Treasury
benches. Whatever his meaning was, I chal-
lenge him to put his finger upon a sivgle line,
in reference to any financial matter, which has
been altered since their predecessors went out
of office; and yet he presumes to take credit
for all, excepting a swmall deduction, of our
prosperity, as due to the, ability of the gentle-
men whom he supports. I just ask him, and
I think it but fair hé should give me bis reply
without the suggestion of his leader, whether
he can point to a single line, or to half a line,
that has been added since these gentlemen
came into power that has increased oar
revenue, If he fails to do so, I think it will .
be seen that the deduction which he has made
is entirely inadequate. Every body must be
prepared to admit that circumstances have oc-
curred which have made a most material dif-
ference in the trade of our country. The hon.
member has told us how the revenue fell off iv.
1861 aud 1862, but is he going to ignore netirely
the fact that during that period an internecine
conflict of immense proportions interfer-
od with our commerce, and suspended the
operations of industry in the neighbouring
States. Was all this to take place without
an interruption of trade when one-third of
that trade was with the country involved in
tbe civil war? When the first gun was fired
a large portion of our exports immediately fell
off, and so they continued to decline during the
continuance of that struggle; and yet we are
told that the decline was owing to the Govern-
ment which managed aftairg at that time, and
that therefore the increase of trade, when trade
was turned into new channels, is due to the
energy of the gentlemen now in power. Is
the hon. member also prepared to say that if
the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty, to the
consequences of wuich many of our people
look with the utmost foreboding, should
again caure a large portion of our
exports to fall off, the Government
will be responsible for the results? Bad as I
think the management of the present Govern-
nent has been, and much as I am disposed to
condemn many of their proceedings, I should
be sorry to blame them for that over which |
they bave no controul, and yet in that case
pthey would be as responsible as we were for
the effects of the convulsion in 1862; and when
the hon member asks the people to believe that
our present prosperous condition is due to any-
thing else than circumstances, he is asking us
to give credit to that which the merest tyro in
such matters would reject as unworthy of be-
lief, He has spoken about the state of the ta-
riff in 1860 and the subsequent years;—there
was no alteration to any ificant amount,
however, and he will find that the imports are
exactly synonymous with the revenue, which
increased exactly in proportion as the tariff

was raised, and he will further find that any-
thing which accounts for an increase of imn-
ports accounts for an increase of revenue.
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I know it will be said that gentlemen on this
side of the bouse have been in the habit of
taking credit to themselves when the country
has been in a prosperous condition under their
mansgement; buat wiil answer, circum-
stauces alter cases, and the circumstances un-
der which we claimed credit were very differ-
ent from 1hose existing now. At that time a
large part of our imports came from the Unit-
ed States, and facilities for smuggling existed
to an extent infinitely beyond what they do
now; but ar present the entire current is re-
versed, and instead of requirng the vigilance
which once wis necessary, our revenue
is collected with eass at thgse seaports
which have iutercourse with Great Bri-
tain, and we fairly at that time claimed
what we had a right to claim, because
on the vigilance which was exercised depended
the resources wa commanded. I say, therefore,
as to the first part of the honorable mewber’s
speech, that he has been using two arguments
doubled into one ; and, that as far as our pres-
ent position is concerned, there are circum-
stauces connected with our trade which enable
us not only to collect duties on imports for
home consumption, hut duties on articles in-
tended for consumption in the United States,
and that under such circumstances our trade
cannot hut increase and prosper.

Bust the honorable gentleman has referred to
the increase of our coal trade, and I would
agaiu, in reference to that department, ask
him to puat his finger upon any thing
that has been done to incrsase that trade
Does the government work a mine, by the pro-
coeds of which they have swoilen the receip s?
1 believe they have ove mine which they make
an extensive source of profit to themselves,
and that is the 'Treasury which they control.
butlam not aware of any othermineainto which
they delve deep to extort the precious netal,
although the hon, member may be able to point
one out tous. 1 find that in 1860 the eniire
export of coal was but 130 000 chalidrons, while
in 1865 it amounred to 430,000 chaldrons, so
that in a part of five years the en)rwouns
export of coal, swelling as it does the to-
tal of our exporis, has risen to three
times what it wasfive yearsagn. Butsuppose
it just possitle, that in on< of the inscrutable
dispensationsof Providence by which #e some-
times inflicts an unworthy Gove nmens upon
a Province, an adwinistration even worse
than that at present existing were to comn in-
to power, and the Reciprocity Treaty were to
continue, does e mean to tell us that any go-
vernment, however bad, could preventour
coal mines in the various parta of the country
from yie:din their supply? Does he mean to
insult the mtclligence of the House, and
the intelligencs of the freeholders whom he
represents, 1.y telling us that the goverment
have anything to do with the fucrease in our
cral exports? Not content with that, the hon.
gentleman has gove into the Crown tnmd De-
part uent; but [ ask lrim again to point me out
a line, nay, half a line, a word, a syllable, or a
letter that has been changed by the govern-
ment which lie adores? and yet he would
g0 down on bis knees and say to these Baals,
“It is to you that we are indebted for
all this” ‘But he must even go fuarther
and refer ns to the Railway Department, al-
though I should have suppoted that if there

was anything he would have avoided it wounld
Lave been getting off the track upon the rail-
way. Now, I can tell him, bad as he thinks
the late government were, they can take credit
for far more than has been done by ths pre-
sent; for in 1850 the railway department, in-
stead of payinz its working exnenses, lett a
1o:3 of over £2009, which ha:d to be taken ont
of the public treasury, besiles the entire inte-
rest of the monay expended on the road; and
when we came intd power in 1860, at the end
of tho very first year of our administration, so

. far from there being a balance against us, we

had £35067 to the good.

Dr. HAMILTON.— Should that go to the
credit of the Goverument?

MR. ArRCHIBALD —Certainly, for that was
reveuue which the Government could control;
they don’t work the mines; nor take out grants
of Crown Lands, but when that department i3
eronomically or profusely managed there is
all the difference in the world, so that the hon-
oratble gentleman’s ioterruption only emabies
me to give him a more ewpbatic reply. Now
then the only department thai the present
Government could do harm to they did
injure, for while there was that balanes
to ths good (amounting in the year
on which we wout out of office to £9,203,
and shewing that though we tock charge or
affairs with an annual loss to be mes, we con-
verted that Josg into a profit), the very first
year these gentlemen held the reins of author-
ity that balance was reduced to £3427. That
the receipts have increased fromn year to year
is due, not to the Government,but to the great,
increare and growth of the various interests of
the country and of the trade n{mn which this
reveuue depeads. I have asked for lines and
for syliables, and T will ask now have the Go-
vernment alterel the fares? Have they
done any thing to account for the iu-
crease, exceptivg only the additional work
on the line which of itself has largely in-
creased the traffic? As far as the construc-
tion of the Pictou line is concerned, I have
given the government all the aid iu my power,
bat is it to bs sipposed thatthe expenditure ot
half a million of money, a large portion of
which necessitates traffic, should not add to the
Railway Revenue? Thevefore while these facts
are considered, alarge allowance must be made
for the demaund which construction makes upon
the energies of a country, and anybody who
has seen, as I bave bad opvortunity of sceing,
the large amount of traffic which that con-
struetion occasions will be able to understand
this circnumstauce,

HMaving made these rewmarks in a very hur-
ried manner, T will apologize for having called
attention to matters which have been discussed
before, but I think the house will feel that if [
have feit it oy duty to do o, it was not be-
cause I had no provoecation, and if the hon.
member for Kings had followed the cue given
to him by.the government, I would have been
entirely wrong in making these observations;
but I think no one would have asked ms to
sit silent after hearing a governmen: of which
I had been a member assailed, and after hear-
ing the present prosperity of the cruntry
ascribed  to the supsrior . ekill of our
successors.  Of that prosperity I think I may
say that, gentlemen on this side of the House
are a8 prond as geuntlemen opposite, and will
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be as desirous of seeing fair use made of the
resources thus placed at our disposal, and we
only hope and pray that our revenues may
largely increase, feeling that the time may
not be far distant when we will understand
their value. Those who reflect upon the repeal
of the Reciprocity Treaty wust feel the ap-
proach of a period in our history when it will
becorne us to make every exertion we can, and
i refrain, as far as possible, from incurring
liabilities, that we 13y beeprepared for what
awaits us. .

On tlie conclusion of the hon. gentleman’s
remarks, the Address passed by unaniwmous
consent.

REVISING COMMITTEE,

Tue following Revising Comrittee was ap-
vointed :(—~Provincial Secretary, Attorney Gen-
eral,lLucke, Acrchibald, Tobin, Annand, Blan-
chard.

ANSWER PRESENTED TO HIS EXCELLENCY.

Tha House at a quarter to five o’clock pro-
ceeded to Government House and presented
the answer to the Address. The 8peaker, on
their return, annouunced that His Excellency
nad been pleased to make the following reply:
Mr. Spenker, and Gentlemen of the House of As-

sembly i —

I thank you for yourloyal Address; the per-
sonal allusion to my own services is most gra-
titying to me; I feel satisfied that the business
of the session will receive due atteation at
your hands.

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT PARIS,

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY moved the follow-
ing resolutivn: Resolved, That in the opinion
ot this house it is most important, that the re-
sources of thia Province should be known
ahroad as widely as possible, and that his Ex-
cellency be authorized to make the necessary
arrangements to have Nova Scotia duly repre-
sented at the International Exhibition to be
held at Paris in 1867, and that this house will
provida the necessary funds for the purpose,
in mwoving this resolution, the hon gentleman
- referred to the great advantages that the Pro-
vince had derived from having been repre-
sented an the great Londen Exhibition in 1861.
as well ag at the smaller ons of Dublin held
more recently. Such exhibitions tended to
give that publicity to our manifdld resources
which was absolutely required to briug capi-
tal and skill into the country. The approach-
ing exbibition at Paris would perhaps exceed
any one that has been hitherto heid in Europe.
The long period given for preparation would
enable all countries to make the arrangements
necessary to place their productions in the best
light possible before the many thousands of
the most intelligent men and women of the
world who would visit that most remarkable
coliection of the wealth of nations.

Mr. ARCHIBALD expressed the pleasure he
felt in seconding a resolution which commend-
ed itself 80 greatly to him. If the matter were
new to the house—if gentlemen were asked
for the first tima to expend public money for
suth a purpose as the resolution proposed,
there mivht be sore reason for hesitation; but
the undoubted benefits which this country had
derived from her representation at previous
exhibitions were a conclusive argument in fa-
vour of most cnergetic efforts in comnec-

tion with the great World’s Fair at Paris.
Previous to the London Exhibition of 1861, the
ignorance that exis*ed in Great Britaiu iu res-
pect to the capabilities of this Province was
modt déplorable. That exhibition dispelled to
a very large extant the existing ignorance, and
gave the world some idea ot the resources of
this much depreciated province. The ap-
proaching Paris Exhibition would, in all pro-
bability, be oue of the grandest atfairs of the
kind the world ever witnessed, and he there-
fore seconded the resolution before the house
with the greatest cordiality.

THE RECENT PELEGATION TO ENGLAND—
ITS RESULTS. .

Hon PROVINCIAL SECRETARY next 12id on
the table copies of correspondence relative to
the recent delegation to Eogland, composed of
himself and the Attorney General, and in
doing so0, made remarks to this effect: 1 may
say this sabject was not referred to in the
Speech with which the session was opened,
because that delegation which took place dur-
ing the recess, mot having received the pre-
vious aathorization of the Legislature, it was
thought more in unison with the feelings of
gentlemen on both sides, if we deferred mak-
ing any mention of the subject until the
papers conoected therewith were submitted
for consideratinn. You are aware that the
action of the Legjalature during the last ses-
rion called the attention of the government
during the recess to a number of very import-
ant 'aatters. The legislation of this house au-
thorized us to enter into contracts for
lines o/ railway from Truro to the boarders of
New Bruoswick and from Wirdsor to Aona-
polis, ujMn certain specified terms  That leg-
1slation was communicated to certain parties
in England and elsewhere whom the govern-
ma«nt knew were dasirous of coutracting for
thess public works. Somae tive after the proro-
gation of the House the government received
a commuuication from the International Con-
tract Company (with whem we had previous
correspondence which was submitted last sas-
sion) intimating that they were prepared to
discuss the project of constructing the propos-
ed lines of railway with authorized parties.
Inasmuch as the legislation of this Touse re-
quired the join' action of New Brunswick in
order to conpect our railway from Trurn with
that of the sister proviuce, I proceedel soou
af.er the prorogation, by command of His Ex-
cellency to Fredericton where the Legislature
was still in session. My object was to ascer-
tain whether the Government of New Bruns-
wick was prepared to act in connection with
our own jn copformity with the legislation
which bad pagsed this House. I placed my-
self in communication with the members of
that Government, and after mature delibera-
tion we were entirely of opinfon that this sub-
Jject could only be satisfactorily dealt with by
means of a delegation from the governments
of the two provinces to England. ~Ar London
they would bs able to personally coofer with
the comrauies and capitalists who might be
prepared to undertake this work, and espe-
cially with the company with whom we had
previous correspondence. You are also aware
that - a Cominittee of this House have
called the attention of the Government
to the great impertance of doing everything in
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their power to continue the Reciprocity Treaty
on terms favorable to this Province. The atten-
tion of this government had also heen drawn
by the Committee on Fisheries to the exaction
of duties by thé Newfoundland government
from our fishermmen on the Labrador coast.
Money had also to be provided for the construc-
tion of the Pictou line of railway ou as favora-
ble terms as possible. The governmeut, too,
had been authorized by rhis house to obtain
the services of a thoroughly competent Inspec-
tor of Mines. Immigration was another sub-
ject which we felt was pressing upon our no-
tice, and might be cousiderably promoted by
the information we would be able to obtain in
London on the suhject. The result was that
the Attorney Geuneral and myself were ap-
pointed delegates to proceed to Eongland in
connectinn with these very important ques-
tions. We proceeded to Eogland and the re-
sult of our visit is detailed in the papers which
are now before you.

I may state, however, that we had the hon-
our of an interview with the Right Honoura-
ble the Secretary of State for the Colonies
80on after our arrival. At that interview my
colleague and myself stated the deep interest
the peuple of Nova Scotia feltin the renewal of
the Raciprocity Treaty, and called the attention
of Mr. Cardwell to the fact that, notwithstand-
ing the representations made by this Govern-
ment upen the right to be consulted in rela-
tion to any treaty which would deal so
largely with the territorial interests of
this Province, we obsarved with surprise
and regret that in the paper recently laid be-
fore Parliament, and which we had seen for
the first time after our arrival in England, it
was stated that 8ir Frederick Bruce, the Bri-
tish Minister at Washington, had only been
instructed to confer with the Government of
Canada upon that subject. Mr. Cardwell re-
plied that the action taken by her Majesty’s
Governmens had been at the instance of a de-
putation from the Canadian Government, and
that they would now be prepared to give the
fallest consideration to any representations
which we had to offer on the part of Nova
Scotia. We urged the rights which all the
Provinces interested had to be consulted in
regard to a Reciprocity Treaty aff:cting the
whole, and the increased weight which their
Jjoint and co-operative action would give to
any proposals which might be snbmitted, and
the greater security which would be afforded
that any treaty concurred in by representa-
tives from the different governments of all the
colonies would be accepted by the various Le-
gislatures by which such treaty would require
to be adopted. We also referred to the desi-
rability of an early understanding between the
governments of the different colonies as to the
best meaus of meeting the altered circumstan-
stances in their trade, in case the Reciprocity
Treaty were not renewed. At a subsequent
interview Mr. Cardwell did us the honour to
submit the draft of a despatch to hisjExcel-
lency the Governor-Gerneral, authorizing his
Lordship to summon a Confederate Council
upon commercial treaties, to be composed of
representatives from the governments of Ca-
nada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New-
foundland, and Prince Edward Island. In
reaponse to the action of that Confederate
Council, subsequently held under the-auspices

of the Governor-General, arrangem~nrs ware
made to send deputations to the West Tndia
Islands and elsewhere for the pu;‘p'me of open-
ing up, if possible, new channels for trade, and
meeting the emergency that might arise from
the repeal of the Reciprocitv Treaty.

We placed the matter of the exaction of du-
ties on our fishermen on the cnast of La-
hrador in the strongesn light possible, though
I regret to say that the correspondence which
is here detailed did not result as we wonld
wish. There is no‘indisposition on the part of
the Imperial Government to give effect to the
views of thia Legislarure, but the Secretary of
State has decided that the law under which
the Government of Newfoundland has levied
these duties having received the assent of Her
Majesty, there is no power remaining in the
hands of the Imperial Government enabling
them to interfere with the matter; and the on-
ly course that under the circumstances remain
to us is to test the question in the Courts of
Law in Newfoundland, and then if necessary
by appeal to the Privy Council. I have little
doubt that such a course would prove the ille-
gal character of this exaction.

We placed ourselves' in communica-
tion with the International Contract
Company {in reference to the construc-
tion of the proposed Jline of railway.
Having satisfied ourselves, by careful enquiry,
of the ability of the Company to fulfil their en-
gagements, we wera extremely anxious to
embrace the line to Aunnapolis,as well as that
to New Brunswick, within the countract; but
the obstacle interposed by the clause in our
act providing for the construction of those
lines, which authorizes the Goveromentatany
time forever to assume the ownership of the
line, was 80 great that we were defeated in that
object, and but for the combination of interest
between the International Contract Company
and a company in course of organiztion, with
a large capital, for the purpose of open-
ing the Spring Hill Coal Mines upon an
extensive scale, we could wnot have ef-
fected a contract even for the Trunk line.
In the course of those negotiations we frund it .
necessary, for the purpose of promo-iag the
construction of the Railway, and opening the
mines, to assure the Houn. Mr. Dickey and J.
Levisey, Esq., who represented some ten min-
ing rights of search at Spring Hiil, that the
Government would give to the holders of
those areas the fullest privileges rousistent
with the law and regulations relating to mines
I may here mention that a contract was si-
multaneously eutered into betwee1 the repre-
gentatives of the New Bruuswi¢k Govern-
ment and the same company, for the extension
of the line from the border of New Brunswick
to Moncton, As the whole question of the con-
tract is fully detailed in the papers before you,
Ishall merely draw your attention to the fact
that there is one respect in which wa consent-
ed to depart from the legislation of last session,
I am sure, however, that our action will meet
with the hearty concurrence of both sid«s of
the House. Werelinguished the right on the
part of the government to capitalize the sub-
vention, unless by mutual consent, and this
Proviace has beenrelieved from th » obligation
to take £80,000 stg. of stock, anthorized by the
act,—six per cent. interest on that amount for
twenty years being accepted as an equivalent
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therefor. The latter step we took after con-
sultation with the Messrs. Baring, who thought
it would improve our condition in the money
MATREN.

I have already stated that we wera unable
to make avy arraugements wlilst in Eungland
fpr the construction of the railway to Annapo-
lis. The International Contract Company ob-

jected to touch the line at all under existing.

circumstances. They wished to make a sur-
vey of the gronnd first before entering on any
contract for the work. We made, gowever,
all the efforts we.could to carry out the desire
of the Legislature in respect to this railway,
and were placed in communication with seve-
ral parties on the subject. The papers that
will be immediately submitted to you will
show that the matter was subsequently placed
in a satisfactory posision. Two gentlemen came
out somewhat recently—Messrs. Harris and
Smith, two eminent engineers of London—for
the purpose of entering into negotiations for

the construction of the railway to Annapolis..

Having examined the line they returned and
informed us that they were prepared to enter
into a contract on behalf of well known rail-
way contractors in Epgland for the construc-

tion of the railway. They required tbat the.
bridge to be built across the Avon shorld be

owned by themselves, and this we agreed to.
The government were, however, enabled to
take a step in connection with this concession
that will meet with your approval, and tbhat
was, that the cempany should not only build a
railway bridge, but one which would be the pro-

perty of the Province and afford a highway to

the people. The toll bridge across the Avon
has long been a -source of great annoyance to
the public, whilst it is not likely to l1ast very
long. Whan these gentlemen stated that.they
~ were prepared to enter into a.contract for the
construction of the work, we ,carefully consi-
dered their proposition. The contract was
entered into with Messrs. Smith and Harris, on
behalf of George Kuight & Co., railway con-
tractors in London. They were known to us

a8 having successfully carried through several

most important railway works in Great Bri-
tain, The contract, however, made this pro-

viso: that unless George Knight.& Co. directly |

entered into arrapgements to the satisfaction
of the Governor and Council —showed that
they had the disposition and means to carry
out the work—by the first of February easa-
ing, the contract should be declared null and
void. I may here observe that one of the engi-
neers in question, when they entered. inta
the contract, showed authority from George
Knuight & Co. to enter into engagements for the
struction of works in this province. However,
the Eouse will be glad to learn that lg the first
day of February Mesars. Smith & Harris re-
turning, bringing full powers of Attorney from
George Knight & Co., accompanied by a letter
of credit from some of the most eminent capi-
talists in Great Britain,—8ir John Dalrymple
Hay, Bt;, Mr. Chapham, Mr. O'Birney, &oc.,—
stating that they were prepared. on the passage
of an act incorporating the Annapolis and
‘Windsor Railway Company, to find the capi-
tal necessary t6 complete the. work, 'Under
that authority the contract has been entered
into] with George Knight & Co., through
Messrs Smith & Harris, and an act will be in-
tnoducezd to dincorporate the Windsor and

Annapolis Railway Company, under which
these eminent capitalists to whom I have re-
ferred will be bound: The work is to be com-
meuced in May and finished in two years. )

The correspondence with Messrs. Baring will,
show the sucoess which attended our efforts to,
secure the funds required to constrnct the,
Railway to Picton. The agreement upon the,
part of that eminent firm to furnish money a8,
required, in advance of sales, and at a rate
which will be equivalent to the sale of bonds
at par, must, in the present state of the money
market, I conceive, be highly satisfactory.

Ounly two or three other subjects require
mention at my hands. We were enabled to
secure the services of a gentleman as Inspec--
tor of Mines, whom, after’ the most cAreful’
inquiry, we believe to be well qualified for
the performance of that important work. He,
possesses the strongest recommendations from
Themas E. Foster, Ksq., who stands at the
head of the mining department in England.
After making all the investigation in our,
power in regard to the subject of Immigration,
we arrived at the conclusion that, to effect any
considerable results it would be necessary to’
have an agent or agents to act in London and
other places for the Province, and that some
means of cheap and direct transportation from
emigrant’Ports to this Province must be pro-,
vided. Finding an opportunity of obtalning‘
some very superior stud horses and brood.
mares of the best thorough-bred stock, and,
some superior Leicester sheep, we assumed -
the responsibility of acting for the Provincial
Board of Agriculture in that matter, and we
are gratified to find that our selections have.
met with their sanction, and are approved by
many of the best judges of stock in the Pro4
vince, including the Central Board of Agricul-
ture. - .

The honorable gentlemen having concluded
introdnced a bill “ to incorporate the Windsor
and Annapolis Railway,” embodying the legis:
lation of last winter., He stated it was the
intention to pass it with as little delay as pos-
sible. : 2

The Bouse then adjourned.

SATURDAY, Feb. 2.
COMMITTEES.

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY submitted a report
from the Committee appointed to prepare a
list of the various Committees of the House,
which was laid on the table.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL gave notice that the
Committee on Printing and Beporting would
meet on Monday morning at 10 o'clock.

COLONIAL NAVAL DEFENCE.

Hon. PrROV. SECRETARY, by command of
His Excellency, laid on the table of the House
a copy of a despatch and enclosures from Right
Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colo-
niesin reference to Colonial Naval Defence.

Mr. ANNAND asked whether the Prov. Secre-
tary understood the object in transmittin
these papersto be that each Colony was call-
ed upon to make provision for local defence,
and whether the papers had special reference
to the Colonies of British North America?

Hon. Prov. S8EC’Y replied that he was in-

 clined to think that the documents had no

| special reference to the British North Ameri-
" can Provinces, but that, on the contrary, the
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first Colony claiming the privileges held out
by the Imperial Parliament was the Colony of
Australia, and the provisions contemplated
were made especially with a view to meet the
desire of the Eastern Uolonies, that they might
be enabled to bave any measures which they
might wish to take for local defence placed
in connection with the Mother Country. There
could be no guestion at all that thescope of
the legislation referred to in the papers would
be to enable the Provinces to avail themselves
of an opportunity of contributing to their naval
defence, and the scheme was in extension of
the systera which had been in operation in the
British Navy, viz., that of having a class of
persons not immediately in the Navy, butin a
" position to be called on to take part in such
defence when required. He agreed, however,
in thinking that this was a very broad hint
and a very leading suggestion a8 to the duty
incumbent on us to aid the Imperial Govern-
ment in the defence of the Empire. ,

“Mr. ARCHIBALD asked whether the Prov.
Secretary was in a position to state to the
House the regulations in reference to the Naval
Reserve of Great Britain.

Hon. Prov. SEC'Y replied in the negative,
remarking that he had not given the subject a
very close attention, helieving this Province
not at present in a position to act upon the sug-
gestions,

* Mr. ARCHIBALD said, that in view of the
fact that the time might be approaching when
it would he necessary for the Province to make
gome such effort as that referred to, it might
be well for the Legislature to avail itself of the
sdvantages conferred by the Imperial Act.

" PICTOU RAILWAY.

Hon. ProV. SECRETARY—I beg leave, Mr.
8peaker, by command of bis Excellency, to
lay upon the table of the House copies of cor-
respondence relating to the extension of the
Pictou Railway, and I am anxious to avail
myselt of the first opportunity to bring them
to the notice of the Housa. It will be remem-
Pered that the Legislature of the country en-
srusted to the Government the construction of
the line from Trure to Pictou Harbor. The
subject had fora long time engaged the atten-
vion of the House, and the party nowin power,
whenin and out of office, bad again and again
pledged itself to proceed with the extension as
soon as the country was in & position to com-

and the requisite funds without material
ﬁj&urym its credit. When, therefore, the Go-
‘vernment devolved upon the gentlemen now
efigaged in the administration of public affairs,
and when they were enabled to meet the
Legislature under financial circumstances
which bound thém to fulfil those pledges, they
considered it incumbent upon them to carry
forward that Riilway with all possible des-
patoch. I may say frankly to-the House that
she policy of constructing Railways by Govern-
abents was not our policy, and thatall the ex-
perience which I have had in office, and all the
observation which:-Ibave had an -opporsunity-
of bestowing upon affairs when in opposition

ve tended to comvince me- that such eon:
struction is not the. legitimate :province ‘of the
Government or the most desirable 'wode of
‘axtending the public works.; - Bus; the policy
having been adopted by the country, the Go-
xernment did not ind themselves in & pesition

o SH :

'

to make a choice, but were obliged to carry on
the werk by the best means in their power.
The House will recollect that when it waas
proposed to give to companies authority to
coustruct the lines objections were made to the
Pictou line being included in the provision on
the ground that embarrassment might arise
from having one portion of the line under Go-
vernment control and the other portions under
the countrol of companies, and it was according-
ly struck out. One of the pireatest objections
that I have always felt existing to the ‘con-
struction of Railways by a Government arose
from the fact that it is a business in which they
must he compelled to rely for information and
guidance on persons outside the administration
itself, the Government being thereby placed in
the difficult position of having to expend large
amounts in connection with undertakings on
which their own information is limited and for
the success of which they must be dependent
on the judgment and opinions of those whose
services they may engage. The decision having
been arrived at by the House that such a sys-
tem should be adopted, the Government felt
that the only means by which they could dis-
charge the great responsibility resting upon
them would be by obtaining the services of an
independent engineer of known character for
integrity and skill, because on that officer they
must very largely depend. In the selection of
Mr. Fleming, the person employed as Chief
Engineer, they believed and still believe, that
they accomplished the duty of securing the
most competent and able officer whose services
could be obtained. It will be remembered that
shortly after the formation of the present Go-
vernment I had to proceed to Canada, in con-
nection with the Provincial Secretary of New
Brunswick, for the purpose of arranging for a
survey of the Iutercolonial Railway. When
we arrived in Canada, and placed ourselves in
communication with the existing Government
of that country, and asked them who was to be
selectéd as the engineer on their behalf, (it be-
ing agreed that one engineer should be nomij-
nated by Canada, another by New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, and another by the Imperial
Government), they stated to us their intention
of appointing Mr. Sanford Fleming. Being
unacquainted with the position which this
gentleman held in Canada, we felt it our duty
to place ourselves in communication with gen-
tlemen in ogposition,—and if there ever was a
time in the history of that country when parties
were in great antagonism, it was when the
McDonald-Dorion Administration was oppos-
ed by the McDonald-Cartier Opposition, as I
may call it; when we named the gentleman se-
lected by the Government, and asked his char-
acter and standing, and enquired whether there
was any reasonable ground of objection to the
selecti~n, the reply was that Mr. Fleming’s
standing and character were such that if the
erbment had been in their hands he was
he first person to whom they would apply.
Mr. Tilley and myself, having gained alf the
information that we could gather from every
source, applied to Mr. Shanley, a gentieman
now in Parliament, and he not only declined
himself to undertake the duties which we
wished discha;ged but fylly confirmed the
opinion we had already received respecting
Mr. Fleming. The resuit was that we came to
the conclusion of naming Mr. Fleming as the
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engiveer on behalf of the Provinces of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as well as Canada,

and this decision being reported to the Imperia

Government, they were called upon to name
another engineer, who should represent their
interests. Their answer, which is to be found,
I think, in the Journals of 1864, was to the
effect that being advised that a gentleman of
such unexceptionable character had been ap-
pointed, they were desirous that he should pro-
tect their interests as well, a8 they had every
confideuce in his ability and integrity. The
House will, therefore, believe me when I say
that when we turned our attention in that di-
rection, we did so under the belief that we had
the best evidence that we could nat hetter sub-
serve the interests of the country than by the
choice of Mr. Fleming as our chief engineer.
He was accordingly invited, and appointed to
discharge the duties in connection with the
work of Railway construction.

The difficulties arising in the course of the work
on the Pictou line, the House is aware, were un-
usnally great.. In the first place, the location o
the route was a question on which different
gections of the country through which it was to
pass entertained diverse opinions, but being
themselves entirely destitute of informaton,
the Government felt that the only course by
which the question could be settled was to sub-
mit it to the engineer who had been employed,
and Mr. Fieming having not only made a selec-
tion of the route, but stated atlarge his reasons
for the choice, and the Government believing
his selection a judicious one, and having no de-
sire but t0 secure the most advantageous line,
adopted hisreport. It was wellknown that the
constructioninvolved many other serious ditfi-
culties, for we had previously employed Mr,
Laurie. a gentleman who then enjoyed and still
enjoys the high opinion of the present Govern-
ment, and he had been engage« to make a sur-
vey of the route, fully understanding it to be our
desire to show that the work could be comple-
ted at a cheaper rate than that for which the ex-
isting lines had been built. But notwithstand-
ing this, thareport of Mr. Laurie is on our Jour-
nals, in which he states his belief that it could
not be done atless than £10,000 per mile, that the
country was rough, that the construction would
be attended with great engineering difficulties,
and very heavy expense, and that he could not
hold out a prospect of its completion for years.
The report laid on the table by the Gtovernment
last session shewed that after the work was put
“‘F to public competition,and after the selection
of those tenders which were deemed the best
had been made, it was found the expense of con-
struction could not be reduced to less than $2,-
216,500, but ascertaining that we were extreme-
ly anxious that the cost should be brought with-
in $2,000,000, the engineer suggested that by a
slight alteration of the grades, which would stiil
make the work of excellent guality, be would
be able to bring it to near that amount, that re-
port being based on the expectation that the
work couid be completed by the contractors for
the amount of their tenders. The House is
aware thatinstead of adopting a course which
was found impracticable by both parties; in-
8tead of expecting that these contractors, with-
out any definite information, wounld be dnabled
tostatein precise terms the amount for which
they would undertake the work, that course
wasabandoned and all tenders were framed on

a scale by which every contractor was to be paid
for every yard of work done by him; thereby
avoiding the almost inextricable difficulties
cansed by large claims for extras. That, then,
being the scheme on which the tenders were
based, the engineer was enabled to make the
exact estimate which gave $2,216,500as the total
cest. The contracts were based on these ten-
ders,and the parties proceeded at once to en-
gage in the construction of the line. One of the
first difliculties that we experienced, and it mes
us very early in the work, was an application

‘on the part of a body of the contractors to inform

us that they found it imnpossible t¢ obtain the
requisite labor in the country,and that so far
from being able to procure it on the former
terms, they would be unable to zarry on the
work at the existing rates; and the chief en-
gineer confirmed these statements and advised
the Government to assist the contractorsin pro-
curing hands. We, therefore, entered into ar-
rangements for bringing additional labor into
the country, but these efforts I will frankly con-
fess, were very unsatisfactory tothe Govern-
ment, and the result was anything but encou-
raging. It wasascertained by us thatthe labor
which could be procured was eatirely inade-
guate to the completion of the work within the
time contemplated by the contracts, and in a
short time one of the contractors, who was
known to be as industrious and energetic as
any,came forward and said thathe was obliged
to resign hiscontract into our hands. The Go-
vernment then proceeded to pat the contract
up to competition, but the prices offered were
somuch in excess of the original amount,that
we found ourselves just in this position: that if
this contract were let at a 80 much bigher rate,
we had every reason to suppose that all $he
contractors on the line would pursue the same
course,and the result would that the cost
would be far beyond what was contemplated.
Under these circumstances, instead of adopt-
ing a course s0 unfavorable to the interests of
the country, we decided, notwithstanding the
inconvenience of such a policy, to carry on that
section as a Government work under the super-
vision of the Engineer, and all the tenders were
accordingly rejected. The result, however sat-
isfactory, did not prevent it coming to our
knowledge that at the rate at which the work
was being proceeded with, a number of years
must ela{»se before the line could be opened for
traffic. 'We were in that respect placed in &
very awkward postion, for arrangements had
heen entered into with gentlemen who were in-
tending to invest in our Coal Mines and we
had given assnrances that intercourse would be
opened at no late day, so that very great dis-
appointment would result to these gentlemen,
and the country would have good reasons to
complain. We called on Mr. Fleming there-
fore for a. full report of the existing condition
of thé work, asking him to stage the quantity of
work done- and the quantity remaining to be
done, in order that we mightgudge of the: pro-
portion and ascertain when ' they could be car-
ried on to completion ; but. it soon: became
kouwn to the government that the comntractors
had not only abandoned all hops of completing
their sections within the.stipulated time, bhug
‘had decided, that the first.lose was the best.and
-were intending to give up their engagements.
When we received the report from lﬁ-a leming,
it will be'seen that the exhibit given was of the
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- most discor 1raging character—that taking large
sections, th'e amount of the work and the time
t0 be taker1 were disproportionate—that years
must elaps before the completion. Under these
circumstan'ces, and being desirous to press the
work, we Lelieved we were acting in accordan-
oe with the. interest of the country in calling u
on the chie f engineer to state whether he could
suggest to t'he Government any nreans by which
-the work could be brought on more rapidly for

. anything litke the amount stated in his estimate.
Iu reply, he sutigested that the Government
should assu me the entire responsibility, reliev-

- ifig the cont'ractorsof the difficulties into which
many of theim had fallen, informring us that by
such a .cow'se the line could be opened fromr
Fisher's Grant to the mines by September of
the present {ear; that at an eatly day it could
be completel to within 24 miles of Fruro, and
that by May: 1867, the line could be opened for
trafic, for although not completed, he believed
the work coald be 80 pushed forward as to
complete it i a short thme thereafter.

The Govermment, after mature consideration,
and after giving the subject their most carefal
atention, deciled to adopt this advice: to pay
the contractor:3 in full, including the 15 per cent.
which had been retained; to discharge the
sureties; to geb'ﬂd of all thoge claims for extras
which would »esult in swelling up the cost of

- our railways; aind to earry on the work by their
own direct intiervention, under the manage-
ment of the engzineering staff. T need not say
that in so doing, the ‘Government had great
confidence in the talent and ihtegrity of the
chief e:gineer, otherwise they would not have
.assumed that position. The work proceeded
in this manner with satisfactton to the Govern-
‘ment, but it was soon pérceived that while the
cBief engtilneer would doubtless carry on the
work with all possible economy, the Govern-
ment were compelled to assume very large
and unpleasant respomaibilities, which in all
such previous undertakings devolved upon
contractors; and if from the cost of labor and
other difficulties, it should be found that the
.objects in view comld not Dbe ‘realized, they
would have to pay whatever amount the con-

struction would' cost, with no other pledge
than the reputation and character of the chief
engineer for the completion of what had been
undertaken. . It was also foand that some dif-
ficulty would arise from the atrict frugality in-
volved in this course; and wnder these circum-
stances, we called on the chief engineer to state
on what terms he would be willing to' engage
a8 contractor for the whiole line, binding him-
self to complete it as an ordinary contract. The
answer, which is contained in those papers,
shews that Mr, Fleming stated that in makir;g
the estimate, amounting %o $2,216,500, he h

relied on the hope that the contractors would
Yo able to carry on the work according to
agreement, bat heattributed the fact that they
had not been able to do so as well to want of

skill and knowlédge on'the part of contractprs |

as'to any other camse, and he was of opinlon.
that under skilfal management the line could
be completed, in' accordauce with the- portion

for'$100,000 less. Now, we felt that thouih it
would {nvolve a great-deal of responsiblity,

such a coarse would be'more satisfactery tothe'|

House and tb the country; for the work would
- shéreby be carried’on by a contractor upon the

| the interests of the Province.

' Monday.
already done, not only fo¥ thie sam named, but |

terms of the original contract, and in conformi-
ty with the very sectiona in reference to which
Mr. ¥lemiog himself had eéxacted a higher
quality of work than was ever required in the
country before, (the contractors having com-
plained that though the guality exacted was
not too high for the specification prepared, yet
a more rigid construction.than was previously
k:own here had been-given to that specifica-
ton.

We knew, then, that Mr. Fleming could
be bound not only to complete the line accord-
ing to specification,but that of all the different
classes of work samples had been done under
his sapervision,—and the Government, after
giving their tion the most serious delibera-
tion, thought they would be placing matters in
a most satisfactory position by giving these
propositions attention. They therefore placed
the specification, the original tenders, and all
the necessary documents in the hands of Mr.
McNab, a gentlemen wbo occupied the po-
sition formerly held by Mr. Perley, and whose
credentials prove him to have been engagedin
Railway construction, to be intimately ac-
quainted with their management, and to have
obtained the highest reputation in Canada and
the United States, and who was then engaged
in the public works of this ceuntry, and he was
called on to state his opinions asto the advan-
tage tobederived from adopting the proposal.
By the report of that gentlemen, you will see
he pronounced s adoption' advantageous to
The proposal
was accordingly adopted,—M: Fleming engag-
ed as contractor, and bbund himself to com-
plete the work by the end of May, 1867, for a
sum within his own estimate by $100,000. I
can only add that all the care and ‘considera-
tion that could be given by the Government
was given, and the result arrived at they fally
believe would subserve the interests of the
country. And Imay add, in conclusion, that
Mr.. Fleming has resigned his office of chief
eniilt;eer, and Mr. McNab has. been appointed
n his place. :

In answer to an enquiry by Mr. 8. Camp-
bell, the hon. gentlemen also atated that the
Government retained, as security for the due
performance of the work, a certain portion of
the money a8 the railway progressed: The
papers before the House fully explained all
such matters, . . .

: DESPATCHES. .

HON. PrROV. 8EC. 1aid on the table circular
despatches from the Colonial Secretary on the
following subjects:—Relative to mede of veri-
fying legal and other documeuts passing
through the Colonial Office; relative to naval
cadetships, (the names of nominees by the pro-
vinces must be sent in within the first thres
months of the yearin which the vominations
are to take place, or else the right must becon-
sidered to have lapsed) relative to the Treaty
with the Zollverein. :

The Windsor and Annapolis Railway Bill
was made the drder of the dny for Monda§.

The House then adjeurned until 3 o’clock, on

‘ MoXDAY, Feb. 26, 1866,
The house met at 3 o’clock.

BILLS.
MR. BOURINOT introduced s biil entitled an
agt to incorporate the New York and Cape
Breton Coal Company. Also a bill entitled an
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act to incorporate the Collin’s Coal Company.
Also a bill entitled an act to amend the act to
incorporate the International Coal and Rail-
way Company and the acts in amendment
thereof. Also a memorial from the Boston and
Bridgeport Coal Mining Company and a bill to
amend the act incorporating the said Company
in accordancs with the prayer thereof.

POST OFFICE REPORT.

Hon ATTORNEY GEN'L by command of His
Excellency laid on the table of the house the
report of the Post Master General for the past
year, also minor reports relagng to the vari-
ous branches of the Post Office Service. From
these docaments he said an abstract had been
prepared shewing as follows: )

1 Post Office and 44 Way Offices add=d_during the

ear,
y There are now 81 Post Offices and 513 Way Offices
in operation.

Ten new Port routes have been added, and 16 al-
tered and improved.

Number of Mail Contracts to 80 Sept., 1865 was 233
at total cost of #45 533.23. .

Number of miies 1n rides 4668.

Annual travel of mail 1,005,078 milee.

(A daily mail from Sydney to Halifax having also
been opened during the year.)

LETTERS.
Halifax Offica. .

Country Offiges. ...... .'980,'000
......... 1,725,000
HalfBX. .ooevvneeienrisarnnnne 2 568.000
Country Offices.............ccuuuy.. ,663,
Total........cess e 4,331,000
Being an increase over last year of 282,000.
REVENUE. .
Gross receipts.........ociiieiiiiiiennt $71,660.02
Increase over last year . . 8,893.5¢
Nett ingome.,,,........ 62,371.75
INOrease. ......ooovvveneinvnnen [P 6,164 14

EXPENDITURE.
$80,947.02; increase $7,783 41—(caused by additional
mail earriage.)
Increase of deficit over 1864 $15.
Entire deficit of 1865 $18,575.27.
PAROEL POST.

Halifax Offlce.. ..........oooeivnenn 1187 Paroels,
Country do. ....oovviiiiiniiinnnn.s 11 de. *
Total...........un. 1398
Amount ot Stamps sold. ..........844 408 in 1865,
Do do do 48,756 in 1864.
Increase in 1865... $5,652

Total Dead Letters, 7847,
25 containéd money.

18 Bills of Exchange 22906 50
TOtal...oevvenrnranenes $23054.45
19 being registered.

.

MONEY ORDERS.

Number issued during theyear. ............. 9286
Total sum remitted. .......... PPN $878,716.25
Of this Amount:

To Great Britain................. e ... 88614616
TOCADRAR. . ... ovvviariinntnntinnnnnns . 6785.60
To New Brunswick............ovvuvuens 1,357.50
ToP. E.Island.......coconiiininnnnnn 43.86
To Newfoundland...................... 4f9.33

Orders paid

during the year 7683—representing the
sum of #835,159.27. you P £
1ssued Money Orders shew increase 55 per cent.
over 1364.
Paid Money Orders shew .increase 62 per oent.
over 1864.
The hon. gentleman stated that a requisition

aving becn received from the Superintendent
of the Halifax Money Order. office shewing his

inability to keep up with the increased work
of his department, the recommendation of the
Post Master General thereon was adopted and
an additional clerk was appointed. The pa-
pers were referred to the Post Office Com-
mittee.

HON. ATTY. GENERAL also laid on the ta-
ble the Account Current in reference to the is-
sue of Marriage Licenses.

STANDING COMMITTRES,

Hon. Prov. SEC. moved the adoption of the
List of Committees reported previously. He
stated that some slight alterations had been
made since the list had been first reported ug.
The following is the list as it stands amended:

Privileges —Hon. Attorney (General, Archibald,
lli’I:Donueu 8. Campbell, Hon. Mr, McFarlane, Lecke

oF,

jgriculmre.—ﬂon. Mr; McFarlane, Blanchard,
Hon. Mr McKinnon, Parker, Hamilt>n, Hebb, Allj-
son.

Education. —Hon Provincial Secretary, Archibald,
Hon Mr. Shannon, S. Campbell, E. L. Brown, Bouri-
not, Tobin.

Fisheries. —McDonnell, Ross. Cowle, Robertson,
Jost, Balcom, Robicheau, Killam, Smyth. N

Post Qffice.—Hon. Atty. Geéneral, Coffin, Donkin,
Heffernan. Bourinotf, Blanchard, Hamilton, Miller,
Colin Campbell.

Mines and Minerals.—Hon. Mr. McFarlane, 8.
(}{ampbell, Caldwell, Locke, Kaulback, Annand, D.

raser. .

Public Accounts,—Jost, E. L. Brown, John Camp-
bell, McLellan. MoDonnell. ,

Railways.—Yobin, Locke, Donkin, Blanchard, D.
Fraser, Ray, Biil.

Law Amendments —Archibald, Hon Mr. Shannon,
McDonnell, 8. Campbsli, Kaulback, Mi ler, Donkin.

Narigation Securities—B-bicheau,Coffin, CJ Camp-
bell. McLellan, Kanlback Heflernan, Mo-re,

Militia —Pryor, Parker, Jost, Heffornan, Hon.
Atty. General, Colin Campbell, Blackwood, Bourinot,
Kaulback, tiebb, King.

Crown Lands —Whitman, Blanchard, McKay,
Locke, Moore, Miller, sohn Campbell.

Indian Afluirs.—Hon, Mr, McKinnon, Ross, Law-
remce, Heflernan, Townsend, Colin Campbell, James

Fraser,

Trade and Manvfaciures. — Annand, Ciurchill,
Hill, Cofin, Cowie, Ray, Bill, Killam, Hon. Mr.
Shannon. *

Reporting and Printing.—Hon. Atty. Gederal, E.
L. Brown, Longley, C.J. Campb-ll, Robertson, To-
bin, Caldwell. .

Humane Institutions.—Blanchard, Lawreuce, Cof-
fin, Allison, Ray, Caldwell, King, Townsend, James
Fl‘ml‘

Penitentiary. — Hill, Balcom, Cowie, Parker,
Churchili, Robertson. MoKay, Aliison,

City q}‘}lalifax Bills.—Hon. Mr. Shannon, Blanch-
srd, Donkin, Balcom, Hill, Milier, Tobin

Private and Local Bills.—Pryor, McLellan, Whit-
man, Blackwood, Eawrence, Donkin

Land Damages.— Coffin, Moore, Baloom, Caldwell,
King, Allison.

Contingencies.—~Hon.Atty. General, Hatfleld, John
Campbell.

PICTOU RAILWAY,

In connection with his previous explanations
on this subject, Hon. PROV. SECRETARY laid
on the table the credeuntials exhibited to the
government by Mr. McNab, C. E. He also ex-
plained that the government deemed it the
most prudent course and the most respectfal
manner in which they could communicate to
the country the alterations that had taken
place in the construction of this work, to pres-
ent a full statement accompanied by the ne-
cessary documents to the house. There was
also another reason in favour-of the adoption .



14 DEBATES AND

PROCEEDINGS

of such a course which was that the Chief En-
gineer had been engaged negociating and settl-
ing with the contractors for the work perform-
ed by them and it was thought that a prema-
ture announcement might be prejudical to the
publio interests. He was howeyer happy to be
able to inforin the house that all the contrac-
tors had been settled with, as he understood,
to their entire satisfaction.

REPORT ON MINES,

Hon PROV. SECRETARY by command of
His Excellency laid on the table a report of
the Commissioner of Mines. He said that the
house would be gratified to learn that the re-
sult of the entire year’s operations in the gold
mines had been such as to confirm the impres-
sion that a judicious agplication of capital and
gkill would obtain abundant remuneraticn.
The average amount of return per man for the
men engaged in these mines had been during
the year larger than that returned by any
other such mines in the world, a fact which
would tend to increase the coufidence in the
value and permanence of our mines, The hon.
gentleman then read the following extract
from the report.

“The quantities are, for the year ending 30th Sep-
tember, 1864, 18,744 0z. 5 dwt. 12 gr.; yrar ending
30th September, 1865, 24,867 0z.5 dwt. 22 gr.; in-
crease, 6123 oz. 0 dwt. 10 gr. 1he aversge yield of
Gold per ton of quartz for the year just closed also
shows an increase over the preceding year of about
five per cent, a fact which tends to confirm the pre-
valent impression that the deeper mining is carried
on the richer will be the quartz; but when we npplﬂ
to the operations of last year the most reliable of a
tests~I mean the yirld of Gold per man engaged in
mining—the result is still more satisfactory. The
yield per man has steadily increased every year singe
Gold mining commenced in this country, until we
tind that, for the year just olosed, it amounts to the
sum of $664.80. This is equivalent to $2 18 per day
for every man engaged in and about mining In
1864, the average was sbout $1. 89; andin 1863, $0.95.
It must be remembered that in these ealoulations the
Gold ia rated at $18 50 ﬁr ounce, which is below its
market value. Everything in comnection with this
matter indicates & large increase and wider extension
of profitable Gold miniog operations in future years.
As exglorv tions are extomded, 1t becomes more obvi-
ous that the possibility of carrying on such opera
is not confined to the isolated localities, which con-
stitute the heretofore proolaimed Gold Districts.”

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY also said that the
results of coal mining had been still more
satisfactory as the following extract shewed:

“ A reference tothe Statement (marked C) in the
Apgendix, will show that there are now thirty col-
lieries in operation in Nova Sootia. Some of them
are, it is true, only just barely opened, and have, as
yet, made but small returns; but, with one or two
exosptions, works are being vigorously prosecuted in
all of them aud with rgoq prospects of a great and
f:fﬂmbh exfension of them at an early day. The to-

quantity of Round and Slack Coal gold from the
Mines durir.g the year ending 80th September last
wad 653,854 tons. In msaking a comparative state-
ment, I cannot give with perfest acouracy the yield of
ooal for the whole twelve months ending with Sep-

tember, 1864; but the returns for the “just past
show ar increase of not lees toan per oent,
upon those of the one last preceding.”

Those facts showed that our mining opera-
tions had assumed a magnitude soarcely con-
templated a few years ago. The balanoce to
credit of the Mines at the end ot the year end-
ingmth September, was $61,468.79.

he report was referred to the Committee on
Mines and Minerals.

REPORT ON CROWN LANDS.

HOR, PROV. SBECRETARY also laid on the ta-
ble a Report of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands. He said that this document showed
that the progress of the departmsant was quite
commensurate with the general progress of
the Province and with that of any other de-
partment of the public service. Last year a
very large increase had been exhibited, and it
would afford members very great pleasure to
find that the same activity wascontinued,evin-
cing very material Provincial advancement.
The receipts of the Crown Land Department
for last year were $44,302 61, being $11,798,59
over the previous year. The surplus arising
from the nett proceeds amounted to $11,168.40.
The Commissioner of Crown Lands, he said,
called attention to two or three other matters
which would be brought to the notice of the
House for the purpose of obtaining some legis-
lative remedy. One of those subjects was
trespasses to Crown Lands; another was the
great obstruction to the business of the office
caused by applications for Crown Lands be-
ing made without the whole amount of money
necessary for the grant being forwarded, the
result being that a large number of ‘grants
were prevented from being issued. To remedy
this a proposition would be made by the go-
vernment to the House. Every effort had been
made to press the business of the department
forward with as much energy as possible, and
he hoped the committee would find an im-
proved condition of affairg.

Mr. BLANCHARD 8aid he was glad to hear
that an improvement had been made, The
committee on Crown Lands bad recommended
last year that grants should be made out and
held as escrows Jmeparat,oty to the payment
of the balances due on them; he presumed that
whatever measure would be brought forward
would be founded on that suggestion. He en-
quired whether anything had been done to-
wards the fulfillment of the promises made
by the government last session, in reference to
the expenditure of monies upon the by-roads
of Cape Breton.

Hon. PROV. BEC.'Y 8aid—As to the first ob-
servation, he did not think that the remedy
suggested by the committee would meet the
case, for under such an arrangement parties
would know that their title to lands applied
for was in safe deposit, and they would there-
fore be indifferent as to the most immportant
partieular, viz., the payment of the arrears, —
Alt.bongb the title would not be complete un-
til the delivery of the grant, yet applicants
would feel that the provisions of such an
enactment secured to them a title to land of
which they were in oecupation, but for which
the money had not been paid.according to law.
As to the question asked the Government, he
replied that the Crown Land Department had
been called on to furnish a statement of the
monies accumulating, and the members for
Cape Breton were solicited to make .any sug-

estions that they thought fit, but it was found
that great difficulties existed owing to the:di-
versity of such opinions, and as large addi-
tional grants were made last year to the coun-
ties of Cape Breton, the subject was allowed to
lie over. ) ) )
BILLS.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE presented a petition

from Freemasons resident at Pugwash, asking
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for an Xct of Incorporation of Acadia Lodge,
located there, and introduced a; bill in accor-
dance with the prayer thereof, :

Hon. Mr. SHANNON presented a petition for
an act of incorporation from the Halifax Co-
Operative Society, and a bill in accordance
therewith.

COMBINATION OF WORKMEN.,

Tn reference to the bill introduced by Mr.
Shannon.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE s8aid that last year
geveral bills were passed incorporating com-
panies of workmen, and he understood that
good reason existed for narrowly watching the
introduction of such measures.

HoN. MR. SBHANNON replied that none of
the measures passed last session contained
any clause authorising such a combination as
waas referred to. .

' MR. MILLER said that the powers given by
the act of incorporation very often indirectly
conferred the power of combination. One
case with which he had been acquainted show-
ed the injurious operation of such measures:
a number of ship-carpenters came up to the
city to procure work, and applied for employ-
ment where a government vessel ‘was under
repair, but they were unable to obtain work,
owing to the combination of the resident labor-
ers, and they were told that if they wished to
be employed they must join the society which
had been formed.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL said that tbere being
nothing in the Acts of Incorporation autho-
rizing such combinations, the evil must result
from the by-laws afterwards framed, and as
these could have no effect without the sanction
of the government, it followed that the gentle-
men who alone were responsible were those
who had spoken at the other side of the
House.

* Mr. MILLER 8aid he did not think a stronger
case could be put than the one which he had
mentioned, and to prevent such conduct some
legislation wounld be necessary.

Hon. Mr. SHANNON said he did not wish his
previous remarks to be taken as made in de-
fence of the conduct described. He bad heard
such instances a8 that mentioned, and could
well understand how injurious to the publjc
interests such occurences were. He would be
very glad to have every measure scrutinized,
but was quite sure that none of them con-
tz‘ineﬁ(‘l anything which could have such an
effec

-MR. ToBIN Baid that a good deal of dissatis-
faction existed among the shipowners of the
community on the subject under discussion.
Several instances had occurred in which car-
penters who sought employment had not join-
od the association, and when they attempted
t0-go to work on a ship on which the members
of such association “were engaged, the latter
struck work. These were the represeutations

s whether they were entirely correct or
not he was not prepared to say; but he had
heard & good deal of complaint on the subject.
The regulations of these associations, be un~
derstood, werb such as noy to admis of thelr
members working in the same shop or yard
with uninitiated workmen; the employers
were -at ferfeet liberty to engage such persons,
but a strike was the conseguence. ' It was trae
that the Acts conferred no such power, but he

had never seen their bye-laws, and he thought
a copy of such should be deposited in the Pro-
vincial Secretary’s office for inspection. He
hoped that the discussion which had occurred
would induce the merchants and ship carpen-
ters to present their case to the House and ask
an investigation, for if <he operation of such
societies was to create monopoly and prevent
men coming to the city and engaging in work

some remedy should be applied. He bad
heard merchants complaining bitterly of these
combinations, and of the policy of the House
in granting acts of incorporation.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that the house had no
power to apply any remedy. The carpenters
could associate together and refuse to work,
a8 had been described, even if'no actof incor-
poration were passed,—the act merely gave
them power to hold real estate. If meo were
employed on a building, they had a right to re-
fuse to work if they choose; the rewuedy, he
thought, was in the hands of the merchants
themselves, who should get a sufficient num-
ber of men to rid themselves of the monopoly.

Mr. PRYOR 8aid, careful attention had heen
given to the acts of incorporation, and it would
be seen that they contained nothing authoris-
ing a combidation. Pe read from oue of the
acts to show that the objects mentioned were
purely charitable. Fe thought that the law
on the Statute Book in reference to combina-
tions of workmen contained a remedy by au-
thorising the Crown Officers to bring parties
guilty nf conduct such as had been described
before a Justice for punishment, as had been
done by the late Attorney General.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the only benefit
derived from incorporation, by the workmen,
in furtherance of their design, was that the act
gave them power to combine for some pur-
pose, and if they abused the power given them
the legislature should do allit could to suppress
the evil; butit was clear that a voluntary
association could accomplish the same resuits
as any other, excepting that the act clothed
the workmen with certain powers, and if, un-
der cover of these, monopolies were created, it
was but right that the aocts of incorporatiom
shiould be repealed.

Mr. ToBIN 8aid the house should well under-
stand what it was abount after the dissatisfac-
tion that had been evinced. He did not see
why such an act should be passed, the objeet
he understood was to set up a grocery store
where the members could obtain their sup-
plies at a cheaper rate, and such a matter was
outside the pale of legislation and beyond what
wad dune to the country. :

Hox, MR, BHANNON said he took it for
granted from the Bill, that the Bociety was
based on the principle in operation in refer-
ence to such associations in England, and the
object was not so insignificant as bad been in.
timated. He had not been acquainted with
the nature of such societies until he bad read
some very able articles published in THE Rm.
PORTER last year on the subject.. It was felt
that the poorer classes could not procure as
much by their expenditures in the ordinary
:lvla'ynamby oombining in the way mentioned in

o o ¥ A A esasinn

- MR, ARCHIBALD suggested that the Bill be
referred to a-special committee. * -

Hox. ATTY. GANERAL said: that the objeo~
tions to'the Bill before.the' House muss be
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much Jess than those to the RBills under
which combinations had arisen. It was possi-
ble that such combinations might arise
without the aid of legisiation,*but if he had
been currectly informed great additional faci-
lities had been given: by the acts passed and

rsons coming to the city for empioywment
md bheen prevented from obtaining it. It
would appear, however, that thes operations of
the present bill would be harmless—such as-
sociations were in existence in the old ceun-
try, and the labouring classes had been en-
abled to obtain the necessaries of life at much
lower prices than those at which those articles
were usually retailed. The only injurious ef-
fect in the establishment of such a society
would be a competition which it would create
with existing establishments in the same line
of trade.

Mr. ToBIX said that when the bill was intro-
duced be had pnot exactly comprehended its
nature, but he apprehended that the last re-
mark of the hon. Aftorney General would not
apply, for an establishment managed in the
way proposed would cost more than any pri-
vate establishment in the business, and the
regular grocers would be able to vend articles
at lower prices than the society. He was ac-
quainted with one institution transacting bu-
siness by a joint stock company, and though
there was ample capital, and good and pru-
dent officers, yet it was not able to meet the
competition of private establishments. He
would take an enterprising and duly qualified
man, put him in business, and he would make
a fortune where such an association would
fail. If a number of men entered together
in snch a way into 2 mercantile business one
would think this or that time a good time to
sell, another would think it a good time to buy,
they would pass resolurions, and great embar-
rassment would be the result. He would be
glad, however, if the association could succeed
and could accomplish the results spoken of.

Hon. PROV. BECRETARY thought by the in-
vestigations of a specisl comumittiee the house
viould be able ta ascertain the character of
the measure., He made & few remarks in re-
ference to the benetits of these societies in al-
jeviating the wants and suffurings of their
members and in supplying the medical atten-
dance so advatageous in cases of necessity.

The bill was referred to the Committee on
City Bills.

THE WINDSOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

The order of the day, the second reading of
the Windsor and Annapolis Bill, was then
moved by the hon. Provincial Secretary. In
doing so, the hon. gentleman stated that it
wonfd not be necessary to ocoupy any length
of time as the bill involved no new principle
but was baged on the legislation of ast ses-
gion. It was well known that after consider-
able discussion a bill had been passed entitled
an aot to provide for the buildiog of two other
sections o? Provincial Railways. The discus-
sion that took place on that ocoasion being
quite fresh in the recollection of the house it
whs altogether unnecessary to occupy the time
of gentlewen at present. He was qnite satis-

that gentlemen, whether favorable er nn-
favorable to the measure, would be pre-
pared to give their sanction aund appro-
val to a bill which was simply design-

-ballast, and

ed to give effect to the past legislation
of tbe house. He bad already drawn atten-
tion to ope or two points in which the contract
might be considersd to differ from the act of
lagt year. The whols subvention undertaken
to be paid wag in direcr accordance with the
act of last session, and the only alteration
was, as hefjbad pre-iously explained, in respect
to the bridge across the Avon. The govern-
ment undertook by the coutract to pay a speci-
fied sum for the building of the bridge, £40,-
000 currency, to the coutractors, paywents to
be made as the work proceeded, and the ba-
lance, if any, when the same would be fully
completed and the Railway opened for traffic.
The Company were bound to build, in addition
to the Railway bridge, one for the accemmo-
dation of the general public. He thought the
house ought to be gratified with the issne of
the legislation of the last session. If ever
there was a time in the history of the country
when it was desirable that a large amount of
foreign capital should be expended among us,
and for which the proviuce should not be pla-
ced under any indebtedness, it was the pres-
ent. In view of the circuwstances connected
with our trade, it was mostencouraging to find
such eunterptlses in progress; over a million of
pouuds would be required, under the contracts
made in virtue of the legislation of the house,
to be expsnded in the province during the
next four years. Sach a fact was certainly
a matter for congratulation by all ciasses of
our people.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that whatever migkt
be the opinion of gentlemsn on thay side of the
house in respect to the propriety of the pre-
sent measure, no one could deny that any con-
tract made in pursuance with previous legis-
lation was binding upon the Legislature. If,
however, the government had receded from
that legislation—had exceeded their anthority,
it was open to the house to bring them to ac--
count. There was no question that the legis-
lation of the house had devolved upon the go-
vernment & most onorous respousibility, when
it ajlowed them to make contracts involving
the exganditure of large sums of money. Thag
dgty they were expected to perform in a man-
ner consonant with the bess interests of the
country, Itwas gratifying, undoubtedly,that,
in the present condition of the money market,
capitalists should be found willing to expend
large amounts of money in the construction of
public works in this province, but at the same
time it was necessary to take care that they
should make this expenditure 8o a8 to be of per-
manent benefit to the country. He had look-
ed carefully over the papers before him, and
was surprised to find that there was not a sin-

le word in the contract, nor in the bill, stipu--

ating the character of th8 railway that was to
be built. The only clause that rcfsrred to the
oonstruction of the line was that whick re-

uired - the rails to be of good quality,” and
that “ the breadth of roadway, and depth of
meral description of the road”
should be “of such quality as to ensure per-
maneney and economy of maintenance.” Now

-surely the government should have takenm

care to understand what the actual style of
the road would be, and not have allowed the
Oompany such latitude. If a man wanteda
house built, he had full specifications made,
and did not allow the contractor to do as he
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liked. Ha did not pretend to know much
about railw:wvs, bus he was quite certain,
nevertheless that some guarantee should have
L-go vequired by the g wernmaat a8 to the
vrsisaer ba wirieh tha rowd would be eopstras:
ed, He hud booed, 1oy thei the yoverum
watthi lave bl the power 1 send theic Cb
Erginesr o look over the character of the
work as it progressed. Jnowing bow necessary
it was to havs an efficient officer of this kind,
e had asked the governmens to lay the cre-
dentials of Mr. McNab on tlhe table. Buton
lookiug over thy papers, be did pot find any
vrovision made for the supervizion of the chief
Eogineer. A« it was, the parties wmight
build a road just of the kind that would
suit themselves ; the languayge throughout
was exceedingly loose and vague. ‘Ta-
king the .amount of suabveuntion and that
given for the oonstrucrion of the Avon
Bridge, the Proviace was called upon to pay
$91,200 for the period of twenty years. What
wag there to preveat this Company complet-
ing the Railway 85 as to entitle themselves to
the amauut ard then give it up, at the jpe:iod
stipulated. He was also quite prepared to say
that there were few gentlemen around the ben-
ches who had ever heard the natnes of any of
the capitalists the hon. ‘Provincial Secretary
had s0 highly lauded, except that of 8ir John
D. Hay. He thought in the case of a matter of
such grave imporfance the country should
have taore than ordinary assurance that these
gentlemen were satisfactory security for the
due performance of the nndertaking. e did
not pretend to say that these geutlemen were
iocompetent to perform the work, bus was
only desirous of protecting the interests of the
province in every way that was practicable.
Flon. PROY, 8EC. replied that if the hon gen-
tlemau would turn back to the discussion of
the previous srssion when tho acs on which
ti:e last bill was based was passed, he wounld
find his objections to a large extent removed.
All the stipulations and provisions that the
Legislature considered necessary whea pass-
ing the act of lass session were actually incor~
porated in the contract frself; the very first
clauso of the agreemesnt would show this. The
hon. wember had said that if a person was
building a bouse, he did not leave everything
to the contractor, but bound him down to cer-
tain stipulations. The house, however, would
see that bis simile is votborue out by rthe facts
as they exist in the present case. Tha Go-
vernwment wera not going to buifd the railway
tor themselves. Theroad was to be coustract-
ed by the c¢ontractors so as to be their own
property; and every person who knew any-
thing of railway wmaintenance was aware that
no Company could affurd tokeep up a railway
for twenty years uuless it was suitably con-
structed. The house kuew that the remune-
ration offered by the country was very inade-
quate for the ohject expected to be gained
and that no capiralists were going to spen
their own troney for a road which wouald be
comparatively useless, The period for which
the railway had to be maintained was obvious-
iy sufficient guarantes that the work of con-
struction would be efficiently performed. The
motive that would impely the coutraciors
wag the most potent that can exist —self-
iuterest. He would atatoe thatthe parties in ques-
tion pu;posed to lay down a heavier rail than

had been stipunlated for; in order to make the
line as etficicnt as poxs ble, they had ordered
rails of 56 1bs. to the yard, instead of 42 1bs. as
per coutract. They did this because they felc
that the best mods they could pursue to get an
sdequats return for this capital was to eon-
struct the line as thoroughly as possible. It bad
hean the impression in the house last winter,
that the wmount of remuneration offered by
tbe Province was entirely inadequate; it mus:
therefore be a matter of congratulation that
we had been able with such alight induce-
ments to obtain the construction of the work.
The government had taken great pains to in-
torm themselves of tbe standing of the capital-
ists that were to undertake this project. Mr,
George Knight was at.this moment a Railway
Contractor of great’ erninence—reputed to be
worth at least a quarter of a million of pounds
It was true that the limited Liability Compauy
of 8mith, Xnight & Co., (who had vpothing
whatever to do with the railway project) had
beon involved in sdine difficulties, but these
did not arise from any inability to dis-
charge their engagemaents, but in consequence
of a personal quarrel between the managing
director,and the other shareholders. Tte stock
had necessarily declined in the money market,
but every gentloman who knew anything,
of the working of liwited liability companies,*
was aware that these difficulties might arise
without in the slightest degree affecting the
financial position or wealth of any gentleman
who happened to be conuected with them, Af-
ter investigation it had been found that the
company was entirely solvent, and able to
meat their engagements, The bigh position of
Mer. Knight had hot been Louche(iz in the least
degree.. As to the name of Mr. Chapmaa, it
was gquite familiar to all Bankérs everywhere.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that in the contracts
mads wich reference to the Trnuk line, it was
provided that the work shounld be of a partica-
iar character, . :

Hon. PROW. 8EC. observed that it was not
considered necessary to have any sach stipu-
lation for a lice for the western counties where
the traffic would b6 of light deséription; the
reverse was done with respect to the Traunk
line. A larger amount of traffic might be gx-
pected to go over it.

Mr. ARCHIBALD went on to say that it
might he supposed from the fact that the com-
pany were going to place 56 I rails on the
line—that they had been led to believe that a
large portion of the traffic that might run over
the Intercolonial road would go over their own
road, Therefore it might be said that we werg
about to build up a line that is to compete
withthe Trank Line for the trade from St
John, Bnt what he was chiefly urging was.
that he did not think that the gavernment * 3
exe;xi::medh as large an amouns. of dis'.,refi:g
;:rt&yi.n‘ould have done i a MAtHr 80 ime

Hon. ATTY, GEN, 8aid that he. had 1; ‘
;Vri:g &hgmfst. deal of attentjon t: ;‘llxzdl}émﬁ

e hon ﬁentleman {Mr. Arohibaid ), &2d he

must say that they w
of one og such higg o] i ueana w;;t;l;):

:lvxaylsi‘}n this Pl;oybi:cb,
¢ 1ines weye to '
vinglal ral l'Ja‘y’. '.'l‘h: Bon peatiion of

these parties might buily ?::f‘m‘ﬁgg
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see that the intent and spirit of the acts prov-
ed that be was incorrect. Indeed if he would
take the trouble to turn to the agreement he
would see what was the character of the road
to be constructed. The very preamble said:
* Whereas, an Act of the Legislature of Nova
Scotin was passed on or about the second day
of May, 18G3, euntitled ‘* An Act to provide for
the construction of two other sections of the
Provincial Railway, and by such Act provi-

sions were made for the construction of a cer-,

tain Railway from Truro to the boundary line
of Noew Brunswick, and of a certain other rail-
way from Windsor to Annapolis; And Where-
a8, in pursuance of the provisions of the said
Act, a negotiation has been entered into be-
tween the said parties, having for its object an
arrangement by which the said company shall
undertake the construc ion and working of the
faid section of the said railway from Windsor
to Annapolis, under the provisions of the said
Act, and subject to the terms and couditions
hereinafter mentioned.” 84 it would be seen
that the very preamble showed that the pro-
posed line must he of a certain character—as
good as the one in existence. But it must not
bie forgotten that it had always been estimated
that the railway to Anunapolis would not re-
quire to be built, for a varicty of reasons, quite
a3 substantial as the Truuk line. The hon.
gentleman had ohjected that the Chief Engi-
neer could nobt exercise any snpervision
over the line that was to be built, but
what was the fact. Looking at the
contract it would be seeti that the location of
the road was made subject to the approval of
the Governor in Council. Tkelocation of these
lines of railway, in other words, was made
-suhject to the approval of the Governor in
Council—subject to the recommendation of the
Chief Engineer, Before the Chief Engineer
would counsent to.the location of the road he
wouid bave to have a clear understanding as
¢o the grades and curves. How could any
Company,in face of such an agreement, build
a road of the character tbat had been hinted
they might. But what more did they read in
the contract:—* The rails to be of good quali-
ty, and 1o be either 42 pounds weight per yard,
on the T pattern, to be laid on longitudinal
rectangularjbearings, properly fastened with
spikes, and fished at the joints, or with sleep-
ers and an arris-cut lonfitudma\ stringer,
with a proportionably smaller pattern saddl--
rail, as introduced on the Great Western Rail-
way in'Eogland. The breadth of roadway
Qdépth of ballast, and geueral description of
.road to be of such quality as to ensure permu-
riency and economy of maintenarncs.” Coull
anything be more satisfactory than this? The
scation was made sutject to the approval ot
e Goverpor-in-Conncil and the road was to
be of such a description as would ensure “per-
mapency and econowy of maintenance.”
Was 6. not -obviously the interest of
the Company. to construct the work so
¢haf they might have little expense in kegping
jt up? ‘Would they not want to have the
roadway built so-as to prevent the falling
down of the slopes, and the crumbling away
of the embankments? If theroad was built as
many lines were in the United States, it would
enly be a constant source of expense. Expe-
sience had proved that economy in construc-
tion was extravagance in working. Oune of

the great considerations that now entered into
the minds of contractors and railway compa-
nies was to give a road sufficient weight and
permanency, in order to produce results that
would serve the interests of all concerned. If
we had a road buils . to Avwnapolis that afford-
ed permanency and economy of management.
then the country had all that was necessary,
But more than this, the Railway Commission-
er was permitied at all times to visit these
works and report on their character and con-
dition; he was to see that the intentions of the
agreement were carrield out. Therefore it
would be seeu that the government had all
the checks on the company that were neces-
sary. No ons could believe for a moment
that the small subsidy given by this was
sufficient inlucemen: to the company to
build the line. The government has been
told time and again that the sum offered was
entirely inadequate to induce eapitalists to
build the road; and we might be gnite sure that
the company in question had not embarked
their money in the undertaking until they had
fully satisfied themselves that they would re-
ceive some profitfrom the working thereof. It
bad been urged that the plan of subsidizing
the line, was in effect assisting a road that
would be in opposition to the trunk line, but
this objection could not be considered as having
any tenable foundation. We had the local in-
terests of this country to develope, and there-
fore it was that the branchline to Annapolis had
been projected In fact, we were to be bene-
fitted by two lines of railway instead of one;
such a state of things could not be otherwise
than advantageous to the people of this coun-
try. If we would be able to afford such great
facilities to passengers by steamers at this port,
to go on to Canada and the States by lang,
what more could we want? Was it not most
desirable to make the capital of this province
the terminus for travel across the Atlantic?—
In whatever light he looked at the question, he
saw that the people of Nova Scotia had abun-
dant reason for satisfaction atthe aspect of our
railway undertakings. '

Mr, CHURCHILL said that when the Act pas-
sed last session hardly a man in the House
could have believed that the remuneration was
sufficient to induce capitalists to embark in this
undertaking—it was, 1n fact, most trifling., It
must be, therefore, most gratitfying to every
one to find thata éompany had been found
willing to construct this railway to Annapolis.
He quite agreed that we could not be too par-
ticular in the wording of contracts—that every
one knew who had any business to do; but in
the present case, it must be understood, the
road that was to be built would not belong to
the province. He was guite content to have
the contract taken under circumstances so
much more favorable {than they had recason to
anticipate. He had no doubt that the Compa-
ny would give satisfaction to the province, and
thatin any case it was in the power of the Go-
vernment to see that the country’s interests
were not overlooked.

Mr. MILLER said that on the previous occa-
sions on which the policy embraced in the
Dbill had been before the Legislature, it had
been adopted by large majm%tles. He need
hardly remind gentlemen that for the past
two Sessions, when this measure was before
the Legislature he had given it a constant and
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unwavering opposition, In 1864 he thoved a
resolution which was to be found in the
Jjournals, embodying the groundson which be
based his opposition. During the Jast Session
he also felt it his duty to give the Act referred
to his strong opposition.. However the policy
was adopted by a large majority, which the
Government was now carrying out. He wmight
considerably annoy the Government by
moving amendments, but he felt that with the
majority they had at their back no practical
or useful result could acerue; and his only
course was to submit to what bad been done as
the deliberate act of the House.
formed what he believed was his duaty, and it
was uow hardly legitimate for him to oppose
a measure which had taken place in conse-
quence of thelegislation of the House. But
there was anotber reason which influenced
him to pursue his present course; and that
was, the tact of the absence of mauny gentle-
men who ought to be present. Inthe tirst place
the three members for Yarmouth had not
come up, and they might be reasouably sup-
posed to be opposed toall railways. Four
representatives of Cape Breton—one from
each county—were algso absent. In view of
the absence of so many gentlemen who
wight be expected to oppose the bill, it
was idle to offer any opposition, He would
add that he had never opposed this measure
from sectional motives—{rom any hostility
to the western counties. If any mneasure
wag submitted to the legislature, in which the
interests of this section could be promoted,with-
ont jeopardizing those of the larger portion of
Nova Scotia, he would be alwaysready tosup-
port it. He did not believe, however, that the
henetfits expected from this road would accrue,
whilst it decidedly did notconfer any advan-
tage whatever ou the more rewmote sections of
the province. In a very short time, at least
$560,000 would have to be paid by little Nova
Scotia in the shape of railway interest. In
view of the fact that our trade relations would
be disturbed by the abrogation of the reciproci-
ty treaty, was it not the part of wisdom tor the
Government to hesitate before incurring such
heavy obligations, and involving the ceuntiy so
deeply? Hetrusted that the sanguine antici-
pations of gentlemen would be realized, and
that the grants for such necessary services as
roads, and bridges, and education would not
have to be cut down in the future to very small
amounts,in consequence of the policy that the
Government and House are pursuing.

Mr. MCLELAN thought that the Govern-
ment should hardly ask the Hoyse to pase such
am Act without having some security of the
eharacter of the work that ia to be buiit. The
Province was giving the Company something
like £300,000 as a bonus to baild the road, and
considering the character of the country over
which the lice would pass—72 miles of it being
of no higher grade thaa 20 feet in the mile, and
the other portion nearly a déad level—it was
not impossible that it could be constructed for
this amount. Was there not sufficient induce-
ment for the Company te slight the work in the
commencement, and then s8cll out of it. The
Attoruey General had said that this road was
10 be a continuation of the Railways aiready

“built. Might not the street Railway in course
of construction in Halifax be called justas tru-
1y a continuation of the Proviacial Road at

He bad per- |

Richmond? Might not the Company propose
to build a kind of tramway a little superior
to the one in Halifax? It was probable froni
the fact that they had dispensed with the smai-
ler rails, they would have no sleepers, and
would construcst a road of the character he had
intimated.

Mr, ARCHIBALD repeated his belief that the
character of the road should have heen fixed.
Tbe whole argument of the Attorney Geuneral
had gone to show tisat the gentleman in ques-
tion were acting in good faith. “*If, then, they
ware going to build us a good railway, what
reason was there tor not specifying it? Under
the terms ot the present eontract it was per-
fectly possible fdr this Cowpany to walk
eventually out of thé wholy affair, and throw
upon their successors the burthen of the work.
He did not mean to say they would do so, bus
what he felt was, that the Governmeut had not
exercised that amount of discretion that should
have heen expected of them.

Mr. LOCKE said, that as the contract had
been entered into by the Government, it was
useless to raise any argument agaionst the
terms, It was only left for gentlemen to pus
what faith they could in the Governwent.
Although the act was passed last session, be

‘believed that the Government had been too

hasty; they sbould bave waited and seen what
would Le the consequences of the abrogation of
the Reciprocity Treaty, betfore incurring any
heavy liabilities. No oue could deny, that the
Railway would be merely a right of way for
the people of Annapolis; it could be of no bene-
{it to the other and larger sections of the Pro-
vince.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL s8aid that he wa's
glad to see that the hon. member had been
torced to yield to. circumstances. Now it was
well known that bints had been frequently
thrown ont that the Government did notintend
to build the railway at all; and that theirinteg-
rity and good faith were at stake. They were
theretore bound as soon as the Legislature gave
them power to redeeimn the pledges they had
given for the construction of the work. He had
given a good deal of consideration to the subject
of the reciprocity treaty, and had come to the
eonclusion that the loss to the revenus would
not be as great as some seemed to fear it would
be. Looking at the character of the exports of
the country—at the development of our resour-
ges—at the vitality exhibited in all branches of
trade—at the prospect for new charnels for
comrmerce being opened up—he saw no eause
for any apprehension whatever,

Mr. LOCKE asked if the Government were '

prepared to say that the country could for the
next two years bear halt a million of dollars
interest on the railways, and still provide suffi-
ciently for the other public services in which
the people felt so deep an interest. He had at-
tempted last sesslon to get a small sum of
30 or £40,000 to connect Shelburne with Auna-
polis, but to no purpose. Steam communica-
tion was much wauted along our coask But
who could say when the country would now
have it after the large obligations that were
being incurred for railway enterprizes.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL replied that the.
Government had given the subject the. fald
consideration and come to the ?iniou that
the province was well able to undertake the
respcnsibility imposed upon i, {
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_After a few remarks from the Provincial
Secretary in support of his previous state-
ments, the bill passed its second reading.

The House then adjrurned until the next
day at 3 o’clock.

FEBRUARY 27,1866

House metat 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS.

Mr.C. CAMPBELL presented to the Govern-
ment, through the House, a petition for a braak-
water; also, @ petition for repair of a whatfin
the county of Digby.

Mr. MILLER said he desired to present a pe-
tition from a large number of shipowners, mer-
chants, and magistrates in $he Island of Cape
Breton, asking aid to open and render fit for the
accommodation ot shipping, the barbor of
¥ourche. The petition was notonly numerous-
1y sigaed by such persons throughout the whole
igland, but had also received the signature of
two of the members of Cape Breton Co., one of
whom (Mr. Bourinot) had attached to it a cer-
tificate, stating that he was weil acquaiut-
ed with the harbor, that it formed the bouundary
line between the Counties of Cape Breton and

Richmond, and would, if opened, be o great
benefit to the many vessels visiting that patt
of the couutry when the mines are iu operation.
Mr, Miller said that the petition had peculiar
claims upoun the favorable consideration of the
Government, The harbor was situated ou the
southern coast of the Island of Cape Bretouo,
about half-way between Louisbourg and Cape
Canso, there being no harbor of refuge between
these ports, and vessels being frequently put
to the incouvenience of running back to Caunso
dr Louisbourg. The bharbor was 2lso resorted
to by a large number of fishermen requiring
such accommodation, as could be seen by the
fact that the distance between thé places refer-
red to was 76 miles, Fourche being distant
about 50 miles from Canso. The entrance was
at present obstructed by a bar rendering the
harbor useless at times, and the House he said,
would perceive that the subject of the petition
was not oue of & local character, but was tuti-
mately connected with the shippiug interests
of the country, The sum required would not
be very large, and he trusted that, in conside-
ration of the interests involved, and of the
amount of revenue derived from such branches
of industry as these to which i:e had referred,
something would be dome iu accordance with
the prayer of the petition, which was more in-
fluentially signed than any other which he had
ever presented to the House.

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
the wardens of river fisheries, asking remune-
ration in protecting su-h fisheries. He said
that the small pittance granted to these officers
by the Sessions was quite inadequate. The

hon. gentleman also presented » petition from.

Broad Cove, in the County of Inverness, signed
by 226 electors, on the subjeot of Confederation.
DESPATOHES, ECR. .
Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY,by command
wof His Excellency, laid on the table copies of
syeorrespondence relating to sigusl atations. He
sremarked that a change which bad been made
i nthemode of payment for this service render-
1ed:the sum less than heretofore. .
Hou. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, by like com-
.ymand, 1aid on the table copies of corresponden-
1:e rdlating to the Governor’s Private Socretary.

| of subscription.

Mr. ARCHIBALD made a few remarks res-
pecting some seeming reflections contained in
one of the despatches, on the policy of the late
(iq.vemment in connection with the Secretary-
ship.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said he had
not seen the papers untl a day or two ago.
One of the statements, he would say, which it
contained was perfectly correct, viz., that 1the
course pursued by the Government Jast Ses-
sion, of introduceing a bill on the subjecs, bad
taken His Fxcellency by surprise, be supposing
that the discussion on the question had long
been closed.

Mr. ARCHIBALD saild that the proposition to
appoint and pay a Private Secretary had never
wet with the opposition of gentiemen on his
side of the House as a body, aithough individu-
al members mway have been hostile to the mea-
sure, .

Hon. Prov. SEcyY,, by like command, laid on
the table copies of correspondence relating to
the Paris Universal Exhibition ; also, copies of
correspondence relating to the assassination ot
President Lincoln.

EDUCATION. *

Hon. ATT. GENERAL laid ou the talle a peti-
tiop from au aged school teacher whose employ-
meut had been isterfered with by the operation
of the present school law, and suggested that
the same be referred to the Committee on Bdu-
cation,

Mr. S, CAMPBELL enjuired of the Govern-
iment whether it was their intention to devolve
the labor and respousibility of considering the
operation of the presaunt school act on that cowm-
wittee, or whethier the Government proposed
to take charge of the atter themselves.

Hou. PROV. SEC’Y. said it had becows a mat-
ter of serious consideration with the Govern-
meut as 1o what course tiiey should adept ou
this subject, and atter mature deliberation it
had been Jdecided thatit would not be the most
Jjudicious course to subinit any 1neasure desir-
able for the further alteration ot the existing
law as a Governmment measure. The Govern-
ment, as members were aware had already
assuwed the responsibility of Jealing with the
question, and it becatue necessary for them to
enquire how far on any such gquestiou they
would receive the support of gentlemen usually
sustaining  them, and jn hringing forward
the weasure of Jast session, they stated that it
containeld two fundamental principles on which
they would take their araud before she Legisla-
ture. Those principles were, hirst, the establish-
ment of free schools, and secoud, the assess-
weut by counties ot the awount required to
supplement the amonnt granted by the Legis-
lature. The Government, oo that occasion, in-
formed the Honse that while they asked sup-
port on these two principles, they considered
all other matters as open 10 such ameundments
as the majority of wembers would endorse.
Wheu that measure came to he discussed,
while the government were sustaiued on those
}uinciples, the Lill was very largely moditied

n otber and importaut details, as, for instance,
the pioposal to give the sections the power of
voluntary assessment was 8o altered as to sub-
stitute a proyision for obtaining aid by means

1 y He need not nay that in con-
nection with the subject of Eduwecation, the
Goverument had encowatered a great deal of
calty and  embarrassment, althouglh not
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more than might be anticipated from so great a
change as that made. They had taken pains to
satisfy themselves of the working of the present
Act, and he believed he would be aple to shew
the House tron .the report of the Superinten-
dens of Education that under that Act a great
improvement had taken place in the common
school educeation of the Province, not only by
n large increase in the number of children at-
tending school, but also in relation to schoo!
accommodation. There could be no doubt that
one of the difficulties experienced, and he re-
ferred to it with regret, was, that any measure
brought forward as a governmeunt measure,
would invite a good deal of hostile criticism on
the part of the opponeuts of the Administration.
e did not in this remark make special refer-
snce to the presenp Opposition, for he was
aware that he had. recsived vigorous and de-
termined ail from some gentlemen opposite,
and in every conuty the mostenthusiastic sup-
porters of the new law were to be fouad ainong
their opponents, but merely had reference to
the fact that any measnre so broughl forward
invited a great deal of bostility. Looking at
tha featurs of the case, and anxious to separ-
ate the question, as far as possible, from politi-
cal constderations, in order that it wight com-
mend itself to the body of the people, the Gov-
ernment believed they would be cousulting the
heget interests of the country in lenving any al-
terations to be suggested without a reference to
party feelings. He believed that a great change
and improvement had been effected,—that the
difficulties to be encouniered would steadily
fade away, leavicgthe general education of the
country in a progressive state. The Govern

ment believed that the act might be materially
improved, but tlLat it would be betrer to leave
the matter open in the way proposed. He did
not intend to shrink, for a single moment, from
taking his share of any responsibility arisiug
from the wtroduction of amendments.

Mr. LOCKE enguired whether the @overn-
ment were uot prepared to briug down auny
measure, or whether they intended merely to
rely on the suggestions of members?

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY replied that
the Goverunent, having obtained the adoption
of the leading principles which they held, it
would be a violation of the*pledge given to the
House if they were to press, by Government
intluence, any chauges considered necessary.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Mr. CHURCHILL presented.a petition from
James A. Smith, an aged teacher, praying a
free grant of land.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL laid on the talle
Copies of correspondence relating to the erection
of u gmall light on 8t. George’s Island, in Hali-
fax harbor. Tlis had arisen, he said, from &
representation of the fact that danger existed
%0 vessels entering the harbor by night. He
il3o subwitted an application made to the Go-
Vvernwent by the Cumard Compauy, and a
report thereon from ths Superintendent of
Lighthouses. ) .

The papers were réferred to a Committee on
Uavigation securities,

Mr. ToBIN referrad to the fact that the island
was under the coutrol of the wilitary authori-
ties and suggested that applicatious be made
la that quarter. :

Hou. Arr'y. GEN. answored that the wosk
could not be done without the concusrence-of:

the military authorities, but he had been in-
formed that no difficulty would be made on
their part. A very inexpensive light wotld be
sufficient,—the maintenance being the principal
consideration.

Mr., CorriN said thas this matter shonld have
been before the House previously. A light in
the locality alluded to was very much needed
in the navigation of the Harboar, and it any
difliculty were experienced in its erection he
thoughs there were other puints equally suit-
able for the purpose. :

Hon A1T'y, GEN. laid on the table papers
connected with investigationseondueted by the
Postmaster Gensral in veference to abstraction
of money from rhrree woney letters,—also dveu-
ments connected with a sobbery of the mail in
Digby County.

The papers were referved to the Post Oflice
Comumittee,

WINDSUOR AND ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

The House then went into Comwmities, and
passed the Windsor and Annapolis Railway
Bill with some slight amendments. '

RAILWAY MATTERS.

Mr. TOBIN gave notice to the House that thie
Railway Committee would mees ou Friday
next at 11 o’clock, and urged the necessity of .
promoting the business before the Cowmmittee.
He trusted all parties having clains to pass be-
fore them would Lring them forward by at
least ten days’ time. By thatineansall reasons
for complaint wouid be removed.

M. LONGLEY stated, in answer to the hon.
gentiewan, that the Ruilway Report would be
ready in o few days.

Hou. Mr. MCFARLANE supposed that parties
having business before that Committee would
be entitied tu the usual fourteen days’ uotice,

PETITIONS

Mr. ANNAND prescuted two. petitions—one
from Jeddore and the other from Pope’s Har-
bor, oo the subject of Kducation.

Mr. BALCAM, a petition from Tangier on the
same subject.

Mr. MILLER, a patition from the inhabitants
of Lirtle Arichatasking for a grant for the erec-.
tion of a light house. He referred to the import-
auce of the harbor.

Mr. LONGLEY presented two petitions; one
from Aunapolis un the subject of trawl fishing,
and the other from a wau asking aid for a
house of entertainiwent.

THE TRUNK BAILWAY,

Mr. ANNAND asked the Government if they
had received any intimation from the other
side ot the water that wight give reason to be-
lieve that operations for the construction of
the trubk line of railway to New Brunswick.
would be retarded, in consequence of the tiglt-
pess of the money market., K

Hon. Prov. Secy, reptied that the pacties. -
who entered upon the countracs for the con-
struction of the line in question were to be in-
corporated in England, under the lmited
liability act, and therefore did not require the
passage of such a bill asiwas hefore the House.
He was very glad to be able to say that no in-
formation hasdl been received of any intention
ou the part of the International Coatract Com-
paay to recede from the engagements they had
wade with the Province.

. The House then a1joruned until the next day
as 3o-clock. .



22

DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 28, 1866.
The house met at 3 o’clock.
YARMOUTH ELECTION.

Hon. Prov. SEC. informed the house that du-
ring the recess he had received adetter from a
member of the house, Mr. G. 8. Brown, resign-
ing his seat as representative of the township
of Yarmouth, A writ had been accordingly
issued for an election to supply the vacancy,
and the return showing the election of Wil-
liam H. Townsend, Esq., was laid on the ta-

ble.

Hon. J. A. Aalerson and Hon. Alex. Keith,
the Comamissioners, then took their places and
admiunistered the usual oath to Mr, Townsend,
who thereupon took his seat.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The Windsor and Annapolis Railway Bill
passed its third reading. .

Mr. LOCKE presanted two petitions from
Shelburne against the practice of setting fish
weirs.

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of a large
number of the iuhabitauts of New Glasgow on
the subject of the location of the railway de-
pot at that town. Also another on the same
subject from Antigonishe. These papers were
referred to the governmeut.

Mr. ARCHIBALD asked tha government to
lay on the table a specificatioa coanaected with
the Picton railway, referred to in a letter pub-
lished in tha-Journals of 1865; also the report
of Mr. Fleming on the tenders.

CAPE BRETON AFFAIRS.

Mr. BLANCHARD said he wished to ask of
ths government information on a poiot on
which he took a desp interest. Members in
opposition had frequsntly no more legitimate
mode of gaining information than by asking
publicly ; and when, & day or twoage, he masle
enquiry respecting the expenditure of mouies
arising from Cape Breton Crown Lands, he
had been informed that ¢ommunication had
been openeld with the members for that part of
the country, and that owing to their disagree-
ment nothing had been done. He assumed
that the fact of his not being consuited on that
matter was owing to the circumstance of his
not being one of the government supportars.
He had noticed in the newspapers a mention
of the fact that in Canada companies were
about being prnjected for placing larger steam-~
ers on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and he there-
fore asked whether any correspoudence on that
subject had beeun received, and w_hm,her the
government wou'd not think it prudeat togrant
asum of money toencouraga theline, or onein
eonnection with it to touch at the Strait of Can-
80, Port Hood, Mahou and other points on the
North West coast of Cape Breton.

¢lon. Prrov. SECRETARY replied that the
government had no information on the suh-
jact furtber than the public prints afforded.
ilo application for aid had been received and
the matter could therefore be brought to the
notice of the house by suggestions of individu-
al members. He said e would take this op-
portunity to correct the impressions resting
on the mind of the gentleman’'who had jast
Apnken respecting the Cape Breton Crown
Lands.  H. did not wish to be understood as
saying that the delay was owing to difference
of opinion on the part of members for the is~
land. The government had instructed the

Commissioner to prepare a revnort which was -
transmitted to those gentleman :md a greas
deal of difference existed between their sug-
gestions aud the recommendation of the Cowm-
missioner, but the principal reason had been
that very large special grants had been made
to the Cape Breton Counties 1 addition to tho
road grants.

Mr. MILLER said that last ysar he had
been under the impression that the inten-
tion was to refer the matter of this ex-
penditure to the conuty members, and thas
they would be called on to make suzgestions
for its appropriation. He did not think thas
as far as bis county was conserned the latter
remark of the Prov Secrarary applied, for
that county had received very smatl spocial
grants—that for 1864 being bhut $1000, while
snme counties recaived $12,000, and that for
1865 being but $3000, while others received much
larger sums.  He did not thiuk that any com-
migsioner likely to give satisfaction in the ap-
propriarion could be selected, but the matter
could be very easily adjusted if left to the re-
presentatives themselves; and he had reason
to know that very little difference of opinion
would exist betwean his colleague and himselt
ou the subject. Ior two years they had not
to provideed for roads running through
new settlements and to open up tracts of land
which had been sold, expecting to receive
these grants, and it was a great hardship on
districts where there were no means of geiting
to market or to church or to the mill to have
that money lyiug in the treasury. He thought
no difficulty would be experienced if the dis-
tribution were left to members themselves, the
necesgities of some localities being so very ap-
pareuat,

Mr. 8. McDONNELL 8aid he would like the
government to lay the returns of the Com-
missiouer on the table as he was desirous of
seeiog it,

Hon. PRO. SEC.sald he was under the im-
pression that the report had besn transmitted
to that gentleman and his colleague, and had
ohtained their approval. The governwent had
allowed the matter to remain over in hopes
that by personal consultation some agreement
could be effected.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said he was surprised to
hear such referencus to the wretched
state of the Cape Bretou roads. He could
not say that Cape Breton claimed more
than her rights in claiming these funds, and
last year he had made great efforts to induce
the governwent to expend the large sum of
wouey voted to the Isiand in opeuing up the
interior, but they preferred taking this money
which would have made excellent roads
throughout the country, and expeuding it upon
a ditch a half mile in fength. He hoped that
his recommendation would be adopted this
year, aud that this large grant would beap-
plied to some useéfnl pupose.

Me. MILLER safd he regretted that the time
had not come when the hon. gentieman could
cease to grudge Cape Breton the small instal-
ment of justice meted ous to her. The legisla-
ture having put an Act upon the Statute Book
to secure the completion of the Caual, that
gentleman  should have submitted to
the deliberate action of the house, but
some mewmnbers seemed t0 be under ‘the
impression that the paltcy grant of £30,000
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to the Canal was 3 sufficient compensation
for the hundreds of thousands of dollars ex-
pended iu other lrarts of the Province. The
four counties of Cape Breton yielded to the
revenue in proportion to their population more
than any other portion of Nova Scotia, in con-
sequencs of the large development of nining,
fishing and other interests of that island,—the
sum paid to the treasury being one-fourth of
the whole revenue, while the population was
but a fitth. The interest on the grant of £30,-
000 was pot more than £2000 per year, and a
measure had been passed to build a railway to
Annapolis for the accommodation of two
counties that would not contribute as much‘to
the revenue in five years as Cape Breton
would in two, the cost of that work being
about £20,000 per annum, and in addition to
this there was a railway to Truro costing about
£60,000 a year, Did Colchester, he asked, pay
as much as Cape Breton? No, not half as

- much, and yet the grant to the Canal was con-
tinually flung in the teeth of members for the
Island. He could tell the hon. gentleman that
men more competent than he was to express
an opinion had given an opinion highly ftavo-
rable to the work, and that bowever highly he
(Mr. M.), might respect the opinion of the lea-
«er of the Opposition on soms points he had
no respect for his opinion on this, nor had the
people, who believed that the undertaking
would be exceedingly beneficial. He asked
the Government to lay*on the table the Tepors
of the Engineer as he had reason to believe
that the work had not been carried on as it
should bave been;—he did not see why the
coustruction should be dragged over a series
of years while the Railways, involving a much
larger expeuditure were to be completed in
$wo years.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that if the subject of
the canal was touched his learned friend was
sure to pop up like a certain object he
would not meuation, but that gentleman was
mistaken. No one opposed the canal from a
desire to withbold theé money from the island,
but from a desire to see it applied in some
practical mauner. If Cape Breton were en-
titled to so much money let it be expended in
a way that would be beneficial. He did not
want the hun gentleman to have respect for
his epinion, but to have a respect for the go-
vernment, aad for Mr. Laurie, of whom the go-
vernment could not express too high an opi-
nion,—that gentleman had pronounced the un-
dertaking useless as a public work, and any-
hody looking at his report must feel the
truth of what he said. He bad been informed
that it was exceedingly difficult to travel
on the Iake eyen when it was covered with ice
and that it required expert sieigh driving to
avoid striking on the islands. He did not
want any one to regard his opinion very high-
1y, but frém persons well qualified to judge he
understood that if the Canal were completed
to morrow no man in the Province would pa;
£25 for i and take the obligation to keep {t
up. ' And ifit would not devélop the traffic of
the Islaud, why not apply the money to some
burpose of practical utility? How were the

aople of Cape Breton to be benefitted by the

ictou Railway? Tt would be by having first
class steamers maintaining the connection and
brlngin% every man in the Island within
twenty-four hours of the capital, and .yet the

Government were wasting money upon ano-
ther preject against the advice of their confi-
dential officer. He would go heart and hand
with any one who would appropriate whatever
sum was available to Cape Breton in a useful
way and if the connection reforred to existed
the expenditure would be beueficial to some
one else besides those inmediately engaged in
the outlay. He regarded the subject} with no
bias of prejudice and believed that the meiu-
bers for the island took an entirely mistaken
Eiu\v ‘of the benefits to be derived from the
apat. - i
Hon., PROVINCIAL SECRETARY Raid he did
not rise to defend zhe leader of the Opposition,
because be entirely coucurred in the remarks
maide by the member for Richmord as far as
they were coufined to the quarter in which
they were legitimately due, and that member
in the fice of such deterimined opposition to
the appropriation shounld bave sought to aid
ratber than to embarrass the Government, He
would say that the Government would sub-
mit at an early day a Repott from the Iingi-
neer of the work aud he trusted aund belisved
that that report would convince the House
that the Government had vigorously and effi-
ciently discharged the duty entrusted to them
in this instance and that, so far from there be-
ing any disposition to expend unuecessary
time in the work, the Iungineer had eundea-
vored to carry out his instructions w bich were
to press it on as rapidiy as possible aud to em-
ploy all the labour that could be employed
with a due regard to its ezonvical use. The
leader of the Opposition had done injustice to
the guestion in calling attention so emphati-
cally to the Report of Mr, Laurie which was
made years ago when the position of the Is-
land was very different. He was glad to be
able to state that the present Engineer was
not only satistied that a very efficient canal
could be constructed at a oderate cost but
that the work would be of great benefit to the
Island and the Province generally. It would
be remembered that while Mr. Laurie,
in  making his report, cousidered the
large outlay iovolved and  the then
condition of the Island as not warrauting the
expenditure, the yecessities and trade of Cape
Breton were now of such a different character
that the government could properly take their
present courss while placiug great reliance on
the report. It was well knowu that at that
time o tar were the governwent from beivg
able to enter upon the construction of the Ca-
nal, they were obliged ;to mect the legisiature
with the corfessiun that the revenue was in-
sufficient to meet the anunal expenditure; so
that cirettmstances had entirely changed. Dif-
ferent as was now the coudition of the Pro-
vince, still greater was the diffsrence in the
condirion of trade in Cape Breton, and, mak-
ing a gomparison between her position in
1858 and in 1863, no man not entirely blinded
could fail to see that these demands arisigg
from the prosperity and from her business b
increased tenfold and had rendered not bind-
iog under present circumstances auy view then
taken of the affair. Without, therefore, being
obliged to discredit the prudential avd econ-
omical considerations influencing Mr. Laurie,
the government were warfanted in determin-
ingito &xroceed with the work. -
r. MILLEE said that no one would be more



gratified than he to finl that the work on the
canal hal been pronerly prosecuted, but the
representatious of sone of his constitnents
had inclined him to the coutrary belicf, With-
out admitting ut ail the correctpess of M,
Tauric’s veport, it izl e faiviy said that the
men who recoir ed i the tinme when it was
wade with approbarion, raipght consistently
procead wich the work unler existing cirvum-
stances, Tuat offiver, in the beginning of his
report, had gaid that any one lookinyg at amap
ot Cape Breton, 1nust see the necessity «f a ca-
nal, and must almit that the tile would come
for its construction.  That time had cowme, and
hadd come soouner than had beeu expected, and
thers was not the slightest ground for basing
on that report an objection to the undertaking
—any one reading it caretully u:uss see that
Mr. Laurio looked forward to the inavitable
veecssity for the construction of a caual. and
any one viewing the lurge develormant of the
vrosperity of Cape Breton must admit the jus-
lice of the expenditure.

Mr. BLANCHARD said ha had little expecta-
tion that such a debate would have arisen from
his erquiries. He was glad, however, thatda-
ving its progreas the gnestion had assamed
iarger proportions; his object was that the at-
tion of the goveinmenr should be drawn to the
necessity of providing for comwunication be-
rween Cape Breton aund Picton for the purpose
of conueeting with the railway aud with the
line of steamers from Quehbec. He was glat
10 hear it admitted by the leaders of the gov-
erument and opposition that the claims of the
island were graat, and hoped the result would
be practical and beneficial.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that afrer hearing
stateinents about the large and increasing
wrade of Cape Breton be felt disposed to ask in
what respect canal accomwmodation was more
necessary now than before, the trade along the
coast was of far greater importance, for the
iarge amount of coal raised from the mines
could not cowe tbrough the lakes, but would
come along the coast to Halifax, or go to the
United States, and whatever sum of money
wag expended, (and he speke from the opin-
ions of persons more intimately acquaivted
with the subject, and better able to judge than
the wember for Richmond), not a cargo
of c¢oal  would come by that route.
The Sydnsy coal would fied its way
up the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the United
Srates or else to Halifax, It was tiue that the
condition of Cape Breton was vastly altered,
but it wasin such & way ad to regunire more
rapid communication with the capital for per-
song transacting business,and the canal would
rather obstruct that than otherwise. Itagili-
ties for travellers _and for light goods were
necessary, but as for the coal trade aud hea-
vy traftic be did not hesitate to say that when
completed tha canal would,be fouud to be per-
‘ectly useless. .

Mr. CHUROHILL said that the canal was the
illegitimate line ot railway, and the one must
be supported as well as the other. As to the
merits of the St. Peter's canal be would be dis-
posed to coucur io theovinion of Mr. Archi-
bald, but a3 the work had been begua on a cex-
tain privciple the legislature should not devi-
ate from it. He thought there was uo doubt, in
course of time, the work would be more bene-
ficial than was generally suppposed, for new
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resources were being every day developed in
the island, and in course of time a cousider-
able quantity of coal would find its way by
that route if the eanal were ever finished, but
th et was qiestionanle,

Mr. MILLER sai-l that if the mrewmber for Vie-
taria were preesens he contd ~how that he him-
seeli would siiio barge qpeingiiiies of eoal through
th:c eaual, aud that wines were being discover -
ed along ths borders of the lake which could
not be worked umntil navigation was ojpened.
The leader of the upposition was therefore véry
much astray, and it was gratifying to know
thas the opinion of the hon. member for Hants
waa against him,

Hon. PROV. SEC. remarked that the name
Bras d’Or Lake ought to te a sufficient gua-
ran‘cee for au auriferous character,

Mr. ARCHIBALD replied that there wonld
be as much gold as coai shipped by the Capal.

Mr MILLER replied that if thie navigation
was opeted for coal gold would follow.

PETITION.

Mr. LOCKE preseuted a petition from Shel-
burye in reference to the establiskment ot
buoys.

LUNACY LAWS.

Mr. ARCHIBALD called attention of govern-
went to the condition of our laws in reference
to lunacy, which he said seemed to be a com-
bination of three codes of law enacted at dif-
ferent times The revisors had felt their hands
tied cowmparatively, and bad merely iuvcorpor-
ated the existing provisions leavinz them
such a wass of coufusion that one could bardly
tell how business relating to lunatics was to
be managed. He said he would state
oue or two instances to show the ne-
cessity for an alteration; umder tl.eé present
law it was competent for any twe magistrates
to arrest a person proved to bs a junatic,
and to cause him to be imprisoned and sent to
his place of settleinent, where he wonld be
kejpt in custody at the expense of the overseers
of the poor, and if such person had property
the overseers could ohtain possession of it, but
if two other parties should interfere, instead of
arresting him in that way he could bs sent to
thie hospital at ‘1alifax, at the expensze of the
couuty; and the same law authorizing such a
course fails to render it obligatory un the keey:-
ers of the asylum to detain the luuatic, so-that
bhe may be agsin returned at the expense of
the county, and kept at the expeuse of the
overseers of the poor. The county had no
means of being indemnified for its expense.
whatever property the person might possess,
This was only a small portion of the difficulty
that heset every one who had to deal with this
business. Tbe appointment of a guardian
could be obtaiued from a Judgeof the Supreme
Court, but there was no provision limiting
the guardianship. Another case of ghbscurity
was where persons had been charged with cri-
miual offences and acquitted on the ground of
insauity; there were in such cases certain pro-
visions authorising confinement but they were
inadequate. Under the existing system about
$36,000 had accumulated as the arrearages of -
Couuties and it was quite clear that cousider-
able sumns were gaid rrom the Treasury whicly
would not bechargeable on the couuties and
the connties were subjected to unnecessary
expense. He suggested that a bill to remedy
these anomalies be introduced ard, at the re-
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quest of hon. Prov, Secretary agreed to under-
tak®¥ the task of preparing such a measure.

Hon. ProV. SEC. suggested as the hon mem-
ber had turned his attention to the subject, he
should himself Frepare a bill. By that means
gentlemen would be able to arrive at a satis-
factory solution of the question. No doubt
the present regulations required considerable
amendment. He was glad to find that the
hon. member had been enquiring into the ne-
cessity of some amendment, The Governor
in Council, for instance, could order the remo-
val of a lunatic prisoner from the local prison
to the asylum, but there was no ‘{mwar ena-
bling them to take his property and expend it
for his maintenance,

The subject then dropped. »

Mr. KAULBACK presented the petition of
James Kizer and 200 other inhabitants of La
Have, asking for a Light-house on Moser’s
Head, Lahaveriver, and urged its favourable
consideration.

Also n petition from the Board of School
Commissioners for the district of Chester,
against combining eubscription with assess-
ment for the support of schools.

Mr. BLANCHARD said he had called aiten-
tion to the fact last session that there were
four times as many lighthouses to the west-
ward as to the eastward, taking the same ex-
tent of coast. ’ .

Mr. McDONNELL presented the petition of
James Thompson, Margaree, asking for an in-
crease of salary for keeping a foerry.

Mr. ARCHIBALD asked the government to
lay oun the table all the papers connected with
the Empire Gold Claim.

TaURSDAY, March 1, 1866.
The House met at 3 o’clock.

BILLS.

Mr. BouriNOT moved the second reading of the
bills previously introduced by him viz : the bill to
incorporate the New York and Cape Breton Coal
Company, the bill to incorporate the Collins Coal
Company, the bill to amend the act to incorporate
the International Coal and Raitway Company and
acts in amendment thereof, aund also the hill to
amend the aet incorporatiog the Bosion and
Bridgeport Coal Mining Company.

Hon. Mr. McFakLARE moved the second read-
ing of the bill to incoiposate Acadia Lodge of
Freemasons at Pugwush.

These bills were read a secound time and refer-
red to committee on private bills.

CAPE BRETON AFFAIRS.

Mr. BouriNoT presented & memorial of Dun-
can McPhee, ferryman between Sydney Mines
and Low’s Point, asking an increase of salary,
and strongly urged the claim+ of the petitioner.
While on the floor, be said he would ask the in
dulgence of the House in & few remarks rolating
te Cape Breton, as he had been unable, owing to
ill health, to be present in the House on the pres
vious day, and felt himself called upon to make
soms observations in the interests of the consti-
tuents whom he represented. The subject had
been introduced by a question from the hon, mem-

for Inverness ia reiation to the expenditure of
monies z.risinz from the Crown lands. By sta-

tate those monies were directed to be expende¢d
on the reads in the several counties of the island,
and he could not- avoid expressing his surprise
that they had been so long - withheld, in view of
the fact that they were claimed as a matter of-re-
cognized right He had heard that one of the
reasons for withholding these funds was that
those counties had been receiving large extra
grants, and on this circumstance great stress had
been laid. In looking at the journals he found
that they had not been so highly favored after all,
though the Government could not have been jus-
tified in retaining those monies eveu if it were so.
The County of Cape Breton, which he had the
honor to represent, and which received the largest
special grant of any of the Cape Breton counties,
was apportioned last year tge sum of $7,400,
while 1t would be seen thet out of the 600,000
tons of coal exporled from the Province, 400,000
tons came from that county ; and yet it was said
that she had been most highly tavored, and was
not in consequence entitled to her Crown land
monies. The House well knew that the mines,
sitnated as they were, greatly needed roads and
bridges, and any one acquainted with the locali-
ties would say that & sum far larger than that
was peeded to make the roads fit for travelling.
The grant to Cape Breton County, as he had said,
was $7.400 but he found that no less than $10,-
000 was granted to Cumberland, a county repre-
sented by the Provincial Secretary, and one in
which the gentlemen engaged in developing its
resources required the pn%)lic assistance, while in
his own county they had nothing to depend upon
but private enterprise, unaided by the advance of
a single penny from the treasury.” Kings Couanty,
not the largest in the Province, had received
$7000, Lunenburg $10,000, and Pictoun in face ot
the fact that an important line of railway was to
be constructed to the harbour of that town, had
received $10 100. Yarmouth had been granted
$7000, probably for the best possible reason that
that county was entitled to it, and he did not wish
to be understood as disparaging the claims and
wants of Yarmouth, but merely as showing that
Cape Breton had not been more favourably con-
sidered than others.

Soms reference had also been made to the
Caual—he would say that every manin Cape
Breton supported that work—the :lowness of its
progress was much to be regretted, bat he pre-
sumed the Government were in earnest in the de-
termination they had expressed. ‘At the period
of Mr. Laurie’s report that gentleman was unable
to see any sufficient indications of prosperity to
warrant the projected outlay, but a comparison be-
tween that period and this would show how
ly the circumstances of the country had changed.
By the Canal the county of Inverness would be
benefitted only in a small degree, the two countiss
of Richmond and Victoria alone being able to avail
themselves of its advatages, the conuty of Cape
Breton not shipping & ton of coal inthat way. I’
had always been stated that the Picton Railway
would confer great advantages wpon the Island—jt

might be of advantage to Inverness and Richmond,

but the great coal mining district was distant no
less than 180 miles from the harbour of Pictou,
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being as rethote from New Glasgow as Halifax is
from the most remote portion of ithe Western par:
of Nova Scotia;—for this reason it was proposed
that the cpnnection should be maintained on the
completion of the Railwuy by a line of steamers,
without which the Island would derive from that
work no advantage whatever. It was true that
all the counties of the Province at present received
larger sums from the treasury than heretofore, but
by taking a comparative view it would be seen that
the claims of the Island counties were almost over-
looked and ignored, and yet when these claims
were presded upon the attention of the House the
spsacial grants made from time to time were refer-
Ted to 28 being a great booun to Cape Breton,

Mr. MiLLER said that if the Government felt
digposed to act in every matter as they had promis-
ed to act in the distribation of the Cape Lreton
Crown Land monies, he wou'd be well satisfied
with their conduct.

PETITIONS

Mr. MiLLER presented to the House the pe-
titions handed by him to the Government yesier-
day, respecting the location of the Railway Depot
at New Glasgow. He intimated that the Govern-
ment had already come to a conclusion that was,
in all probability, favorable to the prayer of the
petitions.

Mr. BLACKWOOD presented a petition f-om
Robert Logan and thirty others asking aid for a
Bridge across Wallace River, which, he said, was
of great importance. :

Mr. CoLin CampBELL introduced a bill to in-.
corporate the Trastees of the Infirm Ministers’
Fund of the Western Baptist Association of Nova
Scotia. .

Also, a petiion for a breakwater in Digby
County.

Also, a petition from Mr. Potter, of Smith’s
Cove, asking remuneration for certain services
performed.

Also, a petition from Jobn O’Brien, asking re-
muneration for clearing river obstructions.

Also, a petition from E. W. Potter, a Way
Office keeper, askivg an increase of salary.

Hon. Mr. McCFARLANE presented a petition
from Job Seaman and others, for an amendment
of the Militia Law. He said it appeared that a
number of laborers, afier performing Miiitia duty
in the other Prevince were accustomed to come
over for employment, and having crossed the
border, they were again ealled on to discharge the
same duty in this vinee. These individaais
felt this to be & serious pressure, and the country
was also deprived of their labor.

The petition was referred to the Committee on
Militia Affuirs, .

Mr. 8. McDoxxxLL presented a petition from
-the Comaty of Inverness, complaining of the Act
;upidng the ¢wo Presbytarian bodies, and ob-ained
leave to_introduce a bill in accordance with the
prayer

THE HALIFAX HOBSE RAILWAY. .
_.Hon, Prov. SEC’Y. 1aid on the table, in reply
to'%n enqsxy of Mr. Arehibald, the specification
in conneciion with the Picton Railway, and ex-
,plaived some alterstions whieh appeared on the

face of it. Also, other papers on the same
subject. -

Also, a petition which had been submitted to
the Government by Messrs. Joseph Conlon and
others, asking compensation for dimages occa-
sioned to them by the herse railway in Halitax.
He suggested that this petition be referred to the
Railway Committee.

Mr. S. CampBELL asked whether the Prov. Se-
cretary was serious in suggesting that this petition
be referred to committee? It was hard to say
where sach applications woald end if the House
allowed its time to be consumed with such mat-
ters.

Hon Prov. SEc'Y replicd, that in the transac-
rion of public business he wes always serious.
The Legislature had thought fit to pass an actin-
corporating & number of gentlemen who desired
to introduce a horse rai'way, and some of Her
Majesty’s liege suhjects thought they had sustain-
ed pecuniary damage thereby. It was the right
of every person to come to the House by petition,
stating a grievancs wh:ch had arisen oat of legis-
lation. He would not say that the Government
endorsed the petition, but he thought the public
in‘erests would be safe in the hands of the com-
mittes, and the parties wou'd have the satisfaction
of having their claims investigated.

Mr. PrYor said he would be sorry that the
House should deny a heariog to any petition ad:
dressing the House ia respectful language. He
felt it uue to bear testimony to the respectability
of the memorialists and to ask a reforence to the
committee.

Mr. SHANNON said that there{were scme pecu-
culiar facts connccted with the petition : a num-
ber of years ago the Government had imported a
pumber of ompibuses, and for a while had ran
them at their own expense, but finding the busi-
ness unprofitable, the vehicles were sold to the pe-
titioners with the understanding that, at least, so
long as the omnibuses lasted, they would be un-
disturbed in the waffic.

Mr 8. CampeErLL said that every cab driver
would have a right to come and muke a similar
complaint.

Mr. ToBiN ¢aid that the petitioners were ex-
couraged, and indeed solicited by the Govern-
ment to go to a very large expense in buying
stock for the carriage of freight and passengers to
the depot. Alter they had been engsaged in the
business for some time and when they were just
beginning to derive a profit from it, a company
obtained a chartcr to lay down a line of railway
which would monopolise the iraffic The ques-
tion, therefore, suggdested itself, whethcr these par-
ties, haviog given certrin accomodasiion to the
public, had not a good c'aim for compensation.

MR. ARCHIBALD 8aid he presumed that the
object of referring the petition would be to get
information as to the facts. It was quite clear
that a grant of remuueration would open a
door to very extensive applications; for the
same inconvenience had been felt on the Pic-
tou and Apnapolis stage lines, and if the Gov-
ernment should even snbsidize a steamboat
some parties wounld be found putting in a
claim. Although the present demand might
be a small one yet it was the little end of a
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wedge, and the establishment of a Eﬂncip\e
on this subject should be carefally looked to.

Mz, TOBIN 8aid it was weil known that the
Houss did not adhere to princinles; that a
principle on one subject was laid down last
year, and the most gross violation of it was
established that was to be found in any Legis-
latnre in the world. The Ceramwittee on Trade
and Manutactures laid down the prineiple thar
machinery shonld nog be imvorted frae of daty,
and yei a large majority of ths House he alone
sittinz in opposition, allowed one individnal to
introduce his machinery free of daty and even
allowed him an exemption of the nroperty he
was importing for manufacture? There was on
the other hand an individual who was bornin
the country and who had given the country
the henefit of his talents and enterprise in
building up a large establishment but whose
application to get a remission of his duties was
poritively refused. Unless principles were
abided by, therefore, the less that was said
about them the better; no one regarded the es-
tablishment of a principle as of more conse-
quence than he, but' partial legislation was a
violation of duty on the gart of the House that
ought not to be sustained. -

MRr. PRYOR said that the right of a subject
tn petition the legisiature was always regard-
e¢:l as a most sacred one and he should much
regret this memorial being thrown out withont
a hearing. It might be referred to the Com-
mittee on Railways, and if it were found that
the applicant had no claim for compensation
the decision of the House could be fram:d ac-
cordingly, but it would be most unwise to re-
Ject a Yetition approaching the House in ares-
pectful manner and setting forth a grievance.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that he did not oppose
a reference to Committee. He was sorry to
hear gentlemen charged with want of princi-
ple, and, however applicable the accusation
might be to the government side of the house,
he thought it shouid not be so universally ap-
plied by a member who himself seemed most
anxious that the course taken should be such
as to bring the house into the category describ-
ed. Whatever action was taken in this in-
stance wounld have to'be taken inevery other
instance of the kind, and therefore he had felt
it his duty to give a caution against the adop-
tion of a principle. He was not sure that a
person carrying the public mrails for a length
of time, and performing his duty well, had not
a fair claim for compensation when the gov-
ernment, from motives of public policy, extend-
ed the line of railway.

Mr. LONGLEY sajd he thought that most
members would have some difficulty in seelng
upon what principles the claim was founde
or could be sustained. He was not aware of
any circumstances that gave to these individ-
uals a right to ask compensation for an inter-
ference with their arrangement caused by an
undertaking such asthe tram-road. They had
" purchased two or three omnibuses, but not un-
der any special conditions, and they ran the
same risk in purchasing stock for such an en-
terprise as Measrs. King ot Hyde did in par-
chasing property to the value of thousands of
dollars on the stage lines in connection with
which those persons would probably suffer a
severe loss on the completion of the Railways.
He v,houtfht the soundest polici wounld be to re-
Jjeet petitions which it would be inconvenient

to respond to in the way expected by thosd sub-
mitting them. There was no doubt that the
Messrs, Conlon would find some means of dis-
posing of their stock, and at any rate tae house
was under no obligation in the matter. He
would be the first to favor the petitioners in
any way in his power, knowing them to be
truly deservicg and worthy persons, and was
as anxious as any member to respond favour-
ably to their mewmorial, but he felt confident
that no one could make out & case for them in
this particular.

Hen ATTY GEN said that it did not seem to
him that the priociple referred to was to such
an extent involved, and he thought that each
case must rest on its merits without. its.
favourable cousideration opening such a door
as had been mentioned. The circumstances
under which this claim was made seemed.
peculiar, —the Oonlons being the parties
who had, in fact, extended the railway ope-
rations into the heart of the city; and with-
out knowing any of the particulars cennected
with the origin of their business he thought
them entitled, in the first place, to & hearing;
and if on that hearing they established their
claim, the House should not shut its ears to
any proposition of recompense. The Commit-
tee could enyguire whether there was anything
to take the case out of the general rule that
private interes. s should yield to the public re-
quiremsents, and it was time enough, when the
house heard the facts, to give judgment.

The petition was referred to the Committee
on Railways.

HARBORS IN RICHMOND.

HoON. PROV. SECRETARY laid on the table
a Report of Mr. McNab, C. E,, on the deepen-
ing of certain harbors in Richmond County.

. LOoCKE said that the House was often
told how little was being done for Oape
Breton; but it was seen that the greater part
of the time of the house was occupied with
the business of that part of the country, and
now they were asking to have a harbor mads
in the middle of the Island.

Mr. MILLER replied that the time of the house
could not be better occupied than in pa;
atttention to the wants and rights of the Isi-
and. He thanked the government for the
promptness with which they had attended to.
the petitions of his constituents in this in~
stance, and expressed himself gratified to find;
that the opening and rendering navigable of
the two principal harbors mentioned in the re-
port would be 8o feasible at so small a cost.
As to the first, Grand River, even thehon.
member for ﬁhelburne, if he visited that
flourishing locality, would be the first to rise
and advocate the opening of the harbour. It.
was situated about fifteen miles from 8t. Pe-
ter’s, and there was not a haborr of any de~
soription fitifor the accommodation of the small-~
est class of vessels in the vicinity although it
was s place df resort for fishing and. several
other purposes. Not only was Grand.River
valuable as a fishing reserve, but it was
one of the finest agricultaral districts in Cape
Breton, and {ts nsefulness and prosperity were
much retarded by the want of any 8 of:
ge produce to market. was hap-

to find the engineer speaking as he had .
of this hatbour, and thonght that mongy could
not be more advantageously expended than in
adopting his suggestions. ngenever the lead-
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er of the opposition heard the canal spoken of
he invariably expressed a wish to forward
any project connected with the welfare of the
Island-—here was an opportunity of shewing his
sincerity by rendering useful support. .As to
Little Arichat it was unnecessary for him to
say a word,—it was one of the most important
harbours in_the eastern part of the Province,
and more shipping was owned ouf of it than
in any other, excepting Pictou harbour.
It was a flourishing seaport town, but
the harbour was being injured, and if
means were not taken it would in
course of time be entirely useless. He
thought he need not occupy time in argu-
ing to the House the necessity of taking a step_
30 aq.;ely demanded by the shipping commu-
nity of Little Arichat, as the alacrity evinced
by the Government made him confident that
things would pot be allowed to rest at this
stage. As to the remarks of the previous
speaker, he (Mr. M.) would be the last mem-
ber to pass by the wants of Shelburne, know-
ing as he did that that county had similar
claims and similar interests to the counties of
Cape Breton, and he would go heartily with
that hon, gentleman in advocating the rights
of the shore counties, believing that their
rights were to a large extent neglected and
that those which contributed most largely to
the. revenue derived the least benefit from it.
It was time that the representatives of these
counties united to force the claims of their
constitaents and to obtain some degree of
justice. While the claims of Shelburne were
not stronger than those of Richmond, hejwould
be happy to lend his aid in an{ reasonable
scheme for its benefit; and the hon. member
who had spoken would find it prudent to reci-
procate. The necessity of taking action upon
the report of the engineer was the more apg::
rent from the fact that the country might

fore very long be called on to assume heavier
liabilities, and might be in a positton fn which
she could with less eagse afford the outlay.

Mr. LOCKE said he had no antipathy to Oape
Breton, but he felt she had received a large
share of attention, and in thig instance the ac-
tion of the government led to the supposition
that special grants were about to made,
while the other shore counties made applica-
tions from time to time without being supplied.
If matters went on in this way the available
funds would be so used up as to leave no hu-
man probability of other portions of the Pro-
vince receiving a due allowance.

Mr, ToBIN thought the member for Shelburne
bad not much reason to complain; looking
along the coast to the westward it would be
found well lighted, nature had deepened its
barbors, and_towards the western extremity
large sums had been expended for break-

waters. OCape Breton had not recelved an {1
undue p rtion of the public money, and | ash:
looking to the eastward as far as Caj C'anso,

the coast would be found very badly lighted.
Last year, by presenting the case.of the Jed-
dore Ledges, and by showing thé amount of
property and life lost there, he had been en-
abled to get a grant for a lighthonse that would
be productive of benefit. Cape Breton was an
island possessing unbounded wealtb, and if the

the classic waters of Lake Bras D’Or, whose
banks were once inhabited by a mysterious
and enchanted race who fled to the mountains
upon the first blast of the Highland bagpipes
whence they did not venture excepting on New
Year's Day, when they paid their respects to the
hon. member for Victoria at Baddeck; looking
at that charmed scenery, how could he rise and
reflect on the claims of that Island on the Leg-
islature. As to deepening harbours, he (Mr.
T.) had some little experience, for the people
of Herring Cove having petitioned the house
for & grant of money to deepen thejr harbour,
and a grant having been given, a person had
been employedwith a dredge to do the work,
but after operating there for some time the
machinery broke, nothing but & narrow channel
having been cleaned, and the people had com-
plained that by the mud being thrown up at
the sides, more damage than good was done,
because they were no longer able to get ac-
cess to their stages and wharves. If Rich-,
mond county obtained grants for these objects
he hoped the members would be more success-
ful. Little Arichat had a large amount of ton-
nageand had fair claims to consideration. As
regards the claims of the fishing counties, it
seemed as if the agricultural districts could get
any grant they pleased for the importation of
stock and for shows, while for these purposes
the fishermen did not get a dollar. It might
not be practicable to improve the breed of fish,
but roads and bridges could be built to estab-
lish the necessary communication. At St.
Margaret’s Bay in the County which he repre-
sented, a grant of money]bad been expended
with great advantage on a road from Frenck
Village to Dover, and these improvements
showed how necessary it was to give attention
to fishing communities. .

Mr.C J. CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Cape North on the subject of deepening
Inginish, Be aaid he ross with some em-
barrassment in view of the manner in which
subjects connected with Oage Breton were re-
ceived. For anything that bad been said by
the bon. member for Shelburne, no reply was
needed as that gentleman always spoke with
good nature, but when he heard the remarks
of the would-be Attorney General of Nova
Scotia, and saw the ignorance displayed by
him in speaking of certain sections of the
country he felt reluctance 1n bringing any case,
however strong, to the notice of the house.
He would say candidly to the house that Cape
Breton did not feel proud of her connectien
with Nova Scotia, and that no greater boon
could be conferred on the people of the Island
than to disunite them. When that was the
fact any gentleman coming forward to ridicule
Cape Ereton and her representatives, and dis-
playing the ignorance of her a which the
er of the Opposition eviuced, should be

of his position.
PETITIONS.,

. MR. C. J. CAMPBELL also presented a peti-
tion from the County of Victoria asking that
an Engineer be sent down to Inginish to report
on the deepening of the harbour. He said this
work was much needed as there were 70 miles
of coast without a port for the accommodation
of vessels. This district was rapidly progressing

honorable member for 8helburne went there
and witnessed {ts blue skies, its deep mountain
gorges and limpid streams, and salled over

!and the want of such a B‘?O“ was severely felt;
—8ome years ago an Kngineer had been sent
-down by the late Government, but like every-
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thing else they put_their hands to, death fol-
lowed their etforts. He hoped the present Go-
vernment would act more consistently with
their duties and interests.

Also a petition from Rev. John Shaw and a
large number of others asking a special grant
to make a road acress Cape Smokey which,
he said, was a mouuntain dividing the county
into two sections. The members in their a)
propriations had not been able to give it the
necessary attention, and the barrier formed by
the mountain was 80 t that travellers were
obliged to lead their horses on"one side or the
other, which was a great inconvenience to the
twlo iarge settlements growing up in that lo-
cality.

Mr. 8. MCDONNELL presented a petition
from Chetticamp, asking the establishment of
a ferry across Little River. He said thatsome
individuals had hitherto been in the habit of
crossing the riverin a boat or scow without
any remuneration.,

Hon. PrOV. SEC. laid on the table & return
from the Halifax Poor’s Asylum, which was
:ffened to the Committee on Humane Institu-

ons.

Mr. MCKAY presented a petition from the
Postmaster of West River, asking for an in-
crease of salary, but subsequently withdrew it
for transmission to the Post Master General in
accordance with the practice of last session.

Mr. Cow1E presented a petition from an aged
teacher. The petition was referred to the Com-
mittee on Education.

Also a petition from a person who had in-
curred expenditure on certain roads while
holding the office of light~-house keeper.

Mr. S. MCDONNELL presented a petition for
an increase of salary of the Postmaster at Ma-
bou, but the hon gentleman withdrew it for
reference to the Postmaster-General.

CONVEDERATION.

Mr. ANNAND said that in anticipation of a dis-
cussion upon a highly important subject, he
wished to ask the government to lay on the table
a comparative Return shewing the amount of
revenue derivable under a Canadian Tariff for
articles chargeable under such a tariff. He inti-
mated that some difficulty might arisein furnish-
ing an exact return, but it would be useful as
furnighing information,

Hox. Prov SECRETARTY said he was entirely
ready to afford any information or submit any
document in possession of the Government, but
he did not understand that he was under any
obligation to furnish such a return as that asked.
The hon. member asking it had held the offiee of
Financial Secretary and was as well acquainted
Wwith all the papers necessary to the compilation
as any cfficer of the Government, and had them
as entirely under his control. If such a course
were adopted as that required the greatest obstruc-
tions wonid_bb occasioned. IIe would submit the
request to his colleagues, but it appeared to him at
the first blush to be asking tor something outside
of what it was usual for the government to
furnish.

. Mr. AxrarD said he differed from the Provin.
cial Se in the remark made to the effoct
that the papers were &s open to him as to the

verament. He would remind the House that
the papers had not been laid on the table, and no

member, therefore, was in a position to prepare
such a statement as the one asked for; he did
not see why the Government should shrink from
furniehing sach information.

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY said that one very
serious objection had been thrown out by the hon,
member bimself when he intimated that there
would be some difficalty in farnishing an accu-
rate return, aud that the answer must necessarily
be hypothetical. The statement, if prepared,
would aomit of diccussion as to whether it was
correct and judicious, as the materials did not ex-
ist for giving an entire analysis. It was therefore
throwing a scarce'y legitimate duty upon the Go-
vernment, and a8 to the observation that the ne-
cessary papers were not on the table, that difficul-
ty would probably be removed on the following
day when his colleague who had taken charge of
the Financial Secretary’s department would be
prepared te submit the documents furnishing the
necessary data. If such a return were farnished,
instead of its being what a public document
should be—sgo exact as to command confidence—
a great deal of difference of opinion might arise
upon its merits.

Mr. ANNAND replied, that no difficulty had
been found in New Brunswick in fur. ishing this
information, and he did not see why the Govern-
ment should put iwself ia, the-position of bein
confessedly unable to submit documents whicl
the Government of the other Province sabmitted
without hesitation.

Mr. ToBIxN enquired what the house had to do
with the Canadian Tariff? If any gentleman was
desirous of addressing the House or the public on
the sabject of Contederation, and thought he was
in a position to draw an ment from that
source with advantage, he could go to work and
contrast the public documents and the revenue
laws, the exportations and the consumptions,
without applying to the Government. He did not
rise for the purpose of objectin§ to the Govern-
ment farnishing the desired information, but he
thought it a question which no Government
should be bound to answer. This he considered
the introduction of the question of a Union of
British North America inan indirect manner, and
if it were so understood and a digcussion were to
follow, he conl not shrink from expressing the
opinion he always held Every man looking at the
condition of the British Non.{l American Provin-
ces, must come to the conclusion, that they could
not long remain in their present position. This
was seen and felt in the House, where things had
greatly changed in the progress of six or seven

ears. (Mr. Annand here rose to order.) Mr.

'obin continued, arguing that the object in mak-
ing the request was to show that a Union with
Canada would result in evertaxation, but would
the Canadian Tariff be the tariff of the United
Provinces? When the men representing all the
Colonias met to?ber. they would oo doubt frame
anew tariff with wisdom. If the Government
chese to farnish the information and to employ
their clerks in prepariog this retura it would be
their own business, but he thought it coul! be
done as well by any hon. member,

Ths suhject then dropped.
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IMMIGRATION.

Hon. Prov. SecRETARY laid op the table the
Report of the Immigration Agent for the past
year, and took the opportunity of explaining to
the House that a parasal of the dochment won.d
shew that something maqre had been nccomplished
in this departnent than in previsus years, and
said he wished to explain some steps that the Go-
vernment had felt it their duty to tuk - on the rub-
ject of Immigruiios, in advance of the authority
usuunlly granted by the Legislature in relation to
such Inaiters. hen the difficulties presented
themselves in the construction of the Picton
Railway, «n4 a large deputation of the contractors
called on the Governinent to urge the necessity of
bringing additional labour into the country, in
order that the public works might be successfully
carried on, the Government, he said, were advisad
by tl.e Chi.f Engincer that it would be most ad-
vantageous to make some exertions in this direc-
tion. ~ At a subsequent period, when they assumed
the works, the nccessity again forced itself upon
the Goverument of making an effort to direct a
tide of immigration to these Provinces, and the
time appeared most opportune for the attempt.
A measare had been submitted by the lato Go-
vernment to increase immigratioa facilities, from
the belief prevailing that an Yacrease of population
50 obtaincd, materially tended to #dvance the in-
terests of the country. The House would perceive
thzt at & time when not only a line of Railway
to connect with the Gulf of St Law-
rencs, but other lines to connect with New
Brouswick and Annapolis were placed un-
der contract, the necessity for cheapening the
work in hand rendered it still more desirable that

« efforts should be made to bring the requisite la-
bor into the couatry, and to set forth the in-
ducements which ther%rovinees held out for im-
migration and the large remuneration which in-
dustrious laborers might expect. Having made
every enquiry as to the course which should be
adopted, the Government came to the conclusion
that it was in vain-to a:tempt much in the way of
distributing _information through the regular
channels unless agents were appointed clothed
with the proper authority and expecting re-
mauneration for their services, and when difficul-
fies occurred in the comstruction of the Rail-
way to Pictou, the urgent nature of the casede-
manded that the Government should take the re-
sponsibility of appointing such agents in Iondon,
Liverpool, Glasgow, and, as soon as possible,in
Dublin, for the purpose of distributing information
and of obtaining direct transgort at cheap rates to
Halifax, or some port in the Province. Capt.
Lisbman,{who was connected with a house in thia
City, and wes the agent for a Hamburg line of
steamers running hetween thas place and New
York, the company controlling which were will-
ing to establish a connection with Halifax, was
algo appuint~d an agent, and Mr. Boggs at Lon-
don, Mr. DeWolf at Liverpool, and Mr. Camp-
bell at Glasgow, wera duly authorised to make
arrapgements for cheapsning the passage money
because the Government had ascertained that
these werc the means so successfully employed by

agents of the United States. Under these circum-
stances a Minute of Council had been passed,
auttorising these gentlemen to act for the Prov-
ince and assuring them of a return of $10 for
each able bodied emigrant lauded here, the Go-
vernment believing that by these means such
measures would be 1aken a¥ to establish direct
commucication with this Provines, brioging into
the country number. of Inbourers Ly whose
presencs the intercst of the country would ba ad-
vanced, and providing the labour mecessarv to
carry the public works to completion as rapicly us
wag desirable, Hehad felt it his dury to make
these explanations in order that the House migh:t
undersiand the circumstances under which the
government assumed 8o great a respunsibility in
connection with this subject.

The Report was allowed 1o lie on the tible.

PETITIONS. )

Mr. CuurcHILL presented a petition from
Haunts praying aid for a bridge.

Mr. PrYoR presented a petition asking for a
light house at Peggy’s Point. He said that he
had brought forward a similar petition for u greas
many years, butto no purpose; he trusted that
the tdovernment would at last yield to the prayer
of the petiticners and carry out a project which
was so very desirable ou that part of our coast.

Mr. KauLBagk contended that the proper
place for a light house was on Ironbound Islaed,
off Chester. as any one must know who had any
acquaintance with our coast navigation.

Mr. Pryon said if the hon. gentleman wounld
present a petition as largely signed as the one
just handed to the Government, there might be
some foundation for what he said.

Mr. KAULBACK wa# quits prepared to accept
the hon. gentleman’s challenge.

Mr KavuLBacK pressnted a petition from a
very large number of the leading inhabitants of
Bridgewater, asking for an increase of salary to
their Postmaster, commensarate with his large-
ly increased daties.

Also, a petition largely signed by inhabitants of
Bayswater and vicinity, for a road from Coleman’s
Cove to main road.

Also, a petition largely signed from Chester.
for a special grant of money to alter and avoid
the bills on the great post road to the eastward of
that towa.

Also, a petition from Petite Riviere for aid to
rebuild Cassie Bridge. ‘Mr. Kaulback urged the
importance of the cobjects prayed for te the favor-
able cansideration of the (iovernment. -Petitions
were referred to the Financial Seeretary.

The House then adjourned.

FRIDAY, March 2, 1866.
The House met at 3 o’cloch,
PETITIONS.

" Mr. BOURINOT presented a memorial from
Robert Martin, Postmaster of Sydney, asking
an increase of salary. He said that the appli-
caton arose from the fact that that officer had
now to make up a daily mail instead of a tri-
weekly as heretofore. In reference to the
daily mail he remarked that his efforts had
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been the means of obtaining that accommoda-
tion to Cape Breton, on the ground that her
increase of trade had been such as to warrant
the demand. He was gratified to find, from a
statement derived from the most authentic
source, that he was justified in requesting the
change; the alteration had cost $2000 last
year, but he had felt confident that in course
of time this increace would be met b{ the large
addition to the correspondence which would
result, and he now found that that addition had
been so great, as to show that his anticipations
were correct for the gross revenue of the Sydney
office in 1864 had been $1280, while in the past
year it amounted to $2220, being an increase
of $1000, and covering, in the firat year, one
half the sum advanced for the accommodation.
These facts showed that in the course of a
year or two the sum realized would be more
than the outlay.

Mg. S. CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Marie Joseph, asking the Government
to-take into consideration a case of peculiar
hardship affecting some of the inhabitants of
that place. 1t appeared that some parties
a?plied to the Way Office Keeper and procured
his services to draw up for them an applica-
tion to the Crown Land Office for a grant, pay-
ing to him the sum of money necessary to
accompany it, viz., £11. That money never
reached Halifax, and the parties were unable
to procure either their fands or the grant. He
understood that the Post-Office Department
bad caused an investigation of the matter to
be made. Itmightbe said that the money had
not been remitted in the usual way, but
it should be remembered that the locality was
20 miles from any post office, and that the way
office could not afford the usual accommoda-
tion for remitters. The way office keeper be-
ing also a magistrate, the parties had natural-
1y applied to bim, but between him and the
courier the matter rested, the money never ha-
ﬂ;:—ﬁ reached Halifax, and the case was a very
hard one, considering that the applicants were
poor, and that one of them was a cripple.

Mr. TOWNSEND presented a petition for a
breakwater in Yarmouth couuty.

Mr. ROBICHEAU 1Firesleut;ed a petition from
the inbabitants of Meteghen river, township
of Clare, asking aid for a breakwater.

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Saul-
niervilie, on the same subject.

Also, a petition from inhabitants of Comeau-
ville, on the same subject.

Also a petition from James Thibadeau and
others for aid to a road.

Also a petitlon from Anselm Thibadeau and
others for aid on Yarmouth road.

Also a petition from C. Sabine and others
for aid on Clay Brook road.

Mr. CoFrFIN presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Cape Negro Island, for an ex-
tension of mail route. -

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented a petition from
the inhabitants of Oape Cansoe, asking addi-
tional mail accommodation. He said that the
residents at this locality were aware that a
daily mail with Cape Breton had been estab-
lished, and they wished to participate in that
Justice which was always done to the Island.
If this privilege were not extended, he thought
tégey would pray for annexation to Cape Bre-

n,

BILLS.

Mr. PRYOR, as chairman of committes on
private bills, reported up the bill to incorpo-
rate the New York and Cape Breton Coal Co.,
the bill to_incorporate the Collins Coal Co.,
and the bill to amend the act incorporating
the Boston and Bridgeport Coal Mining Co.,
also the bill to incorporate Acadia Lodge of
Freemasons without any amendments, and
the bill to amend the act incorporating the In-
ternational Coal and Railway Co., with amend-
ments.

MESSAGE.

The Legislative Council, by message, in-
formed the house that the houble Messrs,
Brown, Patterson and Bolmes had been ap-
pointe(i a committee to examine public ac-
counts.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. FILL emi:ired when the papers relating
to the Penitentiary would be laid on the table.

Bon. PrOV. BEC. replied to-morrow.

Mr. MCLELAX gesented a petition for a
road from Folly Village to Acadia Mines,
which, he said, required a largg: sum than the
members of the county had n able to ap-
propriate.

Mr. KAULBACK presented petition of Thos.
K. Cragg and otbers aking for special grant to
avoid “Rye piege hill,” on Pleasant River
road. Aund urged the prayerof petitioners on
the favourable consideration of the govern-
ment. The petition was referred to the Finan-
cial Secretary.

Bon. PROv. SEC. laid on the table copies of
the accepted tenders in connection with Pic-
tou Railway.

Mr. MCLELAN
ference to a ferry
land,

Mr. MILLER asked the government to lay on
the tahle a return shewing the amounts of
paid and unpaid assessment in the County of
liants for the right of way and railway sta-
tions.

Bon. ProV. SEC. laid on the table the Re-
Fon of the Secretary of the Board of Statiatics

n reference to Births, Marriages and Deaths,

Bon. PROV. SEC. laid on the table copies of
O;Jrrespondence relating the Fishery Commis-
sion.

yresenwd a petition in re-
tom Londonderry to Mait-

PROTECTION OF FISHERIES.

Bon. PrOV. BEC. laid on the table copies
of correspondence relating to the protection of
the fisheries. He said he would take
this opportunity to state that when the
governmens fouud there was every reason for
supposing that the government, of the United
States would persist in the abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty and thatduring the present
month that Treaty would be brought td such
a termination as not to entitle the people of
the United States afterwards to the use of the
fishing grounds of the Provinces, the adminis-
tration felg, it their duty to communicate in
the strongest terms with Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment and to urge upon them every consi-
deration in order that such a force might be
placed at the disposal of the Admiral on the
British North American Station as would give
protection to our fisheries and prevent in-
trusion. It was felt that the interests of the
Provinces required that such intrusion should
be prevented, for it was well known that one
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of the strongest motives and inducements
which the people and the government of the
United States had to enter into the Treaty
was the settlement of the vexed and difficult
questions relsti:g to the fisheries,
and it was believed that efficient protection
from intrusion by those people after they had
forfeited all claims to tpa;rticipal,ion, would not
only have the effect of advancing the interests
of the fishermen in the way to which they
were entitled, but would be the means of shew-
ing most conclusively to the government of the
United States the great injury which they had
inflicted upon their own country and people.
Prompt attention was the more necessary.be-
cause it was well known that a great deal of
difficulty had been encountered, leading to an
acrimonious feeling between the two countries,
and raising embarrassing and unpleasant

uestions. The very fact that the American

shermen had for the last eleven years enjoy-
ed free access to the fishing grounds, and
that a large number had engaged in
fishing - pursmits compared with those
80 engaging before the Treaty, would
necessarily lead to those grounds being
the resort of a far greater nuwmber wko
would_be likely to intrude than previously.
It was also felt that the abrogation, by impo-
sing heavy taxes, would place the fishermen
of the United States in such a superior posi-
tion with reference to the markets, that their
inducement to encroach would be infinitely
greater than before. Under these circumstan-
ces the only means by which our fishermen
would have a chance to compete would be by
a rigorous exclusion of all others from the
grounds. The government, therefore, made
the strongest representatiors to the Imperial
government that it was in their power to
make, urging by every consideration the im-
portance to Imperial as well as to colonial in-
terests of prompt action in thé matter, but he
regretted to say thar up to the present time no
reply had been received, and the correspond-
ence had therefore to be submitted in an unfi-
nished state. .

Mr. ARcRIBALD expressed his satisfaction at
hearing that the Government had taken steps
in connection with a matter of such importance.
He had no doubt that it would be much mere
difficult henceforth to protect our fisheries than
it had been previous to 1854 It was not until
1818 that American statesmen acknowledged
that the Province had any right to prevent
American vessels fishing in nur waters. Then
arose the subsequent difficulty in. reference to
the construction that should be put upon that
part of the treaty which counfined the Americans
to three miles distance from our coast. British
Statesmen always contended that the league
shoutd be measured from a line drawn from
headland to headland, whilst the Americans
asserted with great persistency that it shonld be
run from the stiore of the const. By the treaty
of 1854 mutual concessions were made, and
certain commercial arrangements entered into,
but the vexed question of distance was not
settled, but would rise again with the termina-
tion of that treaty. Now there was much rea-
son to fear that American fishermen would
continue to resort to our waters notwithstanding

the repeal of the treaty. He thought that the
Province should agree upon a united plan of
action in order to protect their natural rights.
He wished to know it the Confederate Council
had enquired into the subject, and when the
report of its proceedings would be laid before
the House.

Hon. ATTY. GENL. 8aid that the present sub-
ject was ope of the most important and
delicate questions that could be brought before
the house. There was no doubt that it the re-
newal of the Reciprocity Treaty was not agreed
to, and the right to our fisheries hitherto enjoy -
ed by the Americans was not continued, it would
be imperative on us to take speedy and ener-
getic measures for the protection of these fish-
eries. During his recent visit to Washington
he endeavored to ascertain from the gentlemen
representing the other provinces how far they
would be prepared to co-operate with Nova
Scotia in the event of the abrogation of the
treaty, He was glad to be able to report that
these gentlemen did not hesitate to give him
their assurance that their governments would
be most happy to unite with that of this pro-
vince in any measure that might be
considered nececessary for the protection
of our :iights. They expressed their wil-
lingness to agree to such legislation as would
give officers belonging to any of the provinces
the power of making seizures within the juris-
diction of any of the colonies. The Awmericans
had not only contended previous to 1854 that
they had the right to fish withia three miles
irrespective of the headlands, but they also laid
claim to the right ot the navigation of the Strait
of Canso. The question of the distance was
brought to the notice of the Imperial authori-
ties by Lord Falkland in a despatch which also
alluded to the subject of the BStrait of Canso.
The British Crown officers gave it as their opin-
ion that the American fishermen had no right
to navigate the Strait of Canso except by per-
mission. The main features connected with the -
correspondence that took place at that time was
to be found in a report on the subject that had
been presented by himself (Mr. Henry) in 1851,
and signed by four other gentlemen of the
house That report was received and a nam-«
ber of copies were printed ; and if any gentle-
man looked at that report he would see that the
opin on of the Crown officers was cited as well
as that of Kent, an eminent American authority,
in respect to the territorial rights of coun-
tries. The language of the treaty of 1818
clearly excluded the Americans from flshing
ercept at a distance of & marine league meas-
ured from a line drawn from headland to head-
land. Neither were they allowed to enter into
any of our bays. If they were not allowed to
enter the bays it was clear that they could not
approach our cosst closer than three miles dis-
tant from a line drawn across the entrance of
those bays They attempted to avoid the true
interpretation of the treaty, and contended that
the small bays only were meant. In a corres-
pondence that took place between the American
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and British Governments, the former contend-
ed that they had the right to enter the Bay of
Fundy, inasmuch as one of its headiands be-
longed to themselves. They also claimed a right
to the Bay Chaleur, but they had no such argu-
ment to advance as in the case of the o'her bay

We could not expect that the American Gov=-
ernment was going to accept the construction
that we might pat upon the treaty, and it was
0ot improbable that American fishermea would
stoutly resist any attempt 1hat might be made
to drive them from the wat rs where they bad
now been fishing for 80 mavy years. The dele

yates were told in Wasbington that the Marble-
head fishermen had now learned the use of
arms, and would prove it in ail probability if
they were restricted from the enjoyment of prie
vileges which they had so long enjoyed Un-
der such circumstances the Provinces were
called upon to agree to some united action. We
must be prepared to maintain our own construc-
tion of the treaty, and meet the consequences
that may ensue from this determination He
was ot opinion thet if we could prohibit Ame-
ricans from navigating the Strait of Uanso,
much advantage would arise. If that were the
case it appearsed to him that the expense of pro

tection would be materially lesssned. He had
had some communication with American pub- ;
lic men, and when he had pointed out to them
the position and width of the Surait of Canso,
they had to acknowledge that we had good rea

sons for the claims we made. Mr Henry then
went on to refer to the report of Mr. Derby, of
Boston, made at the request of the American
Secretary of the Treasury, and showed that
that gentleman even could not base the claims
of the Americans o the navigation of the Strait
on anything hke tenable grounds. He hoped
that geotlemen areund the benches would
consider the question with the greatest
care and freedom from excitement. He was
not without hopes, that, before the Legis-
lature closed its labors, they would have from
the American Government aun intimation of
a change of views that would preclude the
necessity of resorting to the steps that would
be otherwise necessary for the protection of our
rights He would add that the position of our
country was very different to what it was in
1864. Looking at the list of shipping that was
now engaged in fishing, he f.und that the in-
crease of tonnage and number of men engaged
was very large compared with the year in
which the treaty was entered into. It the rights
of our fishermen were properly maintained,
that important interest would soon make up the
expense that would be incurred for its protec~
tion. He bad been glad to understand, from a
reliable source, that at least 15 or 20 per cent.
would be added during the present year, to the
aggregate of this branch of industry. In view
of such an encouraging fact, it was necessary
that every consideration should be given to the
subject which was now engaging the attention
of the House.

Mr. Locke eaid that the fishery question was
13

of the greatest importance, a8 it would be in all
probability the means of bringing the Ameri-

cans to their senses He believed that the true

interpretation of the treaty of 1818 was thatthe
distance should be measured from the head-
lands, but that matter was not of such real im-

portance after all. The Americans knew that

the mackerel fishery eould only be carried on

with advaniage tu themselves in the fall of the
year, by getting within three miles of the shore

of the Bay of Chaleur. As far as the codfishery

was concerned we had nothing to fear. The
Bank fishery was much outside of any line that

could be drawn from headiand to headland,
Strongly worded application should be made
by the government to the Iwmperial authorities
relative to the protection of our fisheries. If
we could get no aid from tbem then we would
know what we had to do. The Bay ef Chaleur
was undoubtedly the point which would have
to be most particularly watched: If vigoroas
measures were taken in this way, the American
government would be gradually brought to see
the necessity of retraciog the false step they had

taken as respects their own interests. -

MR ARCHIBAUD said that the treaty read thus :
—* American tirhermen shall renouncs forever an
right hitherto enjoyed or claimed by the inhabi-
tants to take, and cura fish on or within three mar-
rine mdes of any coasts. bays, cresks, or harbhours
of His Brittanic Majesty’s dominions in America
not included within ths above.”” The construction
put upon the treaty by the Americans wag that it
allowed them to come within aay place three miles
from the shores of the bays or harbours of our ocast;
and therefore if a harbour were more than 6 miles
in width they declared they conld entér and fish in
it. On the other hand, the British authorities al-
ways maintained that the distance must be mea
sured by a line drawn from heailand to headland
and the officers charged with the protaction of the
fisheries were called upon to carry out this con-
struction. In 1854 when the Reciprocity Treaty
was agreed ypon, this question was not taken u
at all, bat a3 a matter of course fell into abeyance
tobs revived at the expiration of that treaty, He
thought under all circamstances it behoved the
Government of this country to arrangs a Conven-
tion with the other Coloniea. We knew that only
a small portion of the fishing-grounds was on onr
coast. Uther portions were within the limits ¢t
other Provinces, and it was therefore necsssary for
atl to take measures fer the protsctien of what 'were
mu'ual iterests. He could anderstand without
diffi zulty the position of the British Governmant in
this matter. It was's very serious matter for Great,
Britain to undertake to protect these fisheries.
Such an_undertaking necessarily involved contin.
gencies of & very delicate and important character
No-doubt she would be little anxions to 1mvolve
hersélf in uopleasant difficulties with the United
States; btit then it must ba remembared that she
had givén her constraction to the treaty, and that
her honour was coacerned in malntuining' that con-
straction. If she saw that these Provinces were
ready to do their share ip protecting their rj hts
doubtless she would come torward and resposd to
our request. In conc'usion, he addad that what he
asked of the Government was that thay should 1a;
on the table th ' g ¢ o

t ‘6 the report of the results of the conven.
tion to which he had Ppreviously alluded.
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Hon. ArTY. GEXERAL replied that the Con-
vention that met at Quebec was more for the par-
pose of considering commercial treaties than for
dealiag with such mattcrs as the protection of the
fisheries which properly came withia the purview
of Parliament. The report, howev.r, on thesub-
ject of that Convention would be laid on the ta-
ble of the House in a day or two. Ths hon. gen-
tlemen then went on to quote what was said by
Kont, one of the best lawyers in the Stites, on
the subject of territorial rights, and contended
that according to the principles la‘d down by that
eminent authority, the Americans had no such
rights in connection with our fisheries as they had
laid claim to. He again argued that the con-
struction put upon the treaty by the Americans
was not at all tenable, and could not be maintain-
ed seriously by those who looked into the ques-
tion thoroughly. The following is the opinion of
Chancellor Kent, which the Attorney General
read from the report which he had preseated in
1851:— ’

“Jt is difficult to draw any precise or deter-
minate conclusions amidst the variety of opin-
ions as to the distance to which a State may
lawfully extend its exclusive dominion over
the sea adjoining its territories, and beyond
those portions of the sea which are embraced
by harbours, gulfs, bays, estuaries, and over
which its jurisdiction unquestionably extends.
All that can be reasonably asserted is, that the
dominion of the sovereign of the shore over the
countiguous sea extends as far as requisite for
his Bdﬁ' and for some lawful end. A more
extended dominion must rest emtirely upon
force and waritime supremacy. According to
the current of modern authority, the general
territorial jurisdiction extends into the sea as
far as cannon shot will reach and no further,
and this is generally calculated to be & marine
league; the Conﬁress of the United States have
recegnfzed this limitation by authorizing the
District Courts to take cognizance of all cap-
turss made within a marine league of the Ame-
rican shores. The executive authority of this
country in 1798 considered the whole of Dela-
ware Bay to be within our territorial jurisdic-
tion, and it rested its claims upon those autho-
rities which admit that gulf, channels, and arms
of the sea belong to the people with whose
lands they are encompassed. It was contended
that the law of nations would justify the United
States in attaching to these coasts an extent
into the sea beyond the reach of cannon shot.

Uonsidéring the great extent of the line of the |

Ameriéan coasts, we have a right to claim for
fiscal and defensive regulations, a liberal ex-
tension of maritime jurisdiction; and it would
not be unreasonable, as I apprehend, to assume
for domestic pur; 8 connected with our safe-
ty and welfare, the coptrol of the waters on our
coast, though included within lines stretching
from quite distant headlands, as, for instance,
from Cape Ann to Ca; Cod, and from Nau-
tacket to Montauck Point, and from that point
to the Oapes of the Delaware, and from the
South Cape of Florida to the Mississigpi. Itis
certain that our Government would be dis-
s6d to view with some uneasiness and sensi-
giolil;y,inthe case of war between other mari-
time powers, the use of the waters of our coast
far-beyond the reach of cannon shot as cruizing

ground for belligerent Eurposes. In 1793 our
Government thought they were entitled, in
reason, to as broad a margin of protected navi-
gatiou as any nation whatever, though at that
time they did not positively insist beyond the
distance of a marine league from the sea shores;
and in 1806 our Government thought it would
not be unreasonable, considering the extent of
the United States, the shoalness of their coast,
and the natural indication faurnished by the
well-defined paths of the Gulf Stream, to ex-
pect an immunity from belligerent warfare for
the space between that limit and the American
shore.” From the foregoing extract, it would
be observed, said Mr. Héenry, that this eminent
American jurist agreed with the principle put
forth by the Law Officers of the Crown, and
which justified the conclusion “ that nq foreign
power, independent of treaty, has any right to
navigate the passage of Canso.”

Mr. S..CaMPRELL 8aid that the question was
really one in which two great nations were in-
terested. It was true, colonial 1interests were
affected by the treaty, but it was esaentially one
between Great Britain and the United “tates. [t
was a very delicate matter, and should not be
interfered with except by those whose special
business it was to touch it. Whilst he felt some
degree of satisfaction at the course that had been
pursued by the Colonial Governments, he did
think there was some eround of complaint when
we considered ths indifference which the Imperial
authocities had manifested, by not hiviog answer-
ed the communications aldressed to them on tte
subject. He could not see how it ‘could be fairly
assumed that the péople of this Province were
unwilling to do their duty in reference to the
protection of the fisheries At a tims when this
Province was far less able to bear the expense
she performed her part well. He thought that
the whola subject should be refarred to the Com-
mittee on Fisheries, in order that they might look
into it thoroughly, and report in favor of a joint
address being sent by the Legislature to the Im-
perial Government. If, then, no attention were
paid to our strong remonstrances, it would be
our daty to adopt that course which our interescs
shou'd demaud.

MR. ANNAND said that every one must foel the
importance of the subjzct, and that we were all
interested in protecting the fisheries, but at the
same time it must be borne in mind that we were
ooly Colonists, and could not take the initiative
‘in thematter, The action should be properly
initiated by the Tmperial Government.  Suppose
a sum of money were granted, and a vessel was
bounght, maoned, and equipped, who was to take
chargeof h rt It was periectly clear that the
only persons who ecald do so were the offieers
aceredited by Her Majesty’s Government. He
thought under the circumstancss they should
approach the Home Government, and ask them
to accepl a subsidy from us as an equivalent for
the expenses they may be put to for protecting
our fisheries. He was not, however, without
hope that these measures might not be necessary,
for he had heard that the list of duties now pro-
posed to be levied on our imports into the United
States was small compared with those first pro-
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posed. It would be perbaps better for us to
make some little sacrifice in order to avoid the
heavy expenditure and the difficalties thet would
arise from protecting our fisherfes. -Too much
cantion, certainly, could not be observed in deal-
ing with a question of so delicate a charaeter.

on Prov. 8gCY. said that it wou'd be seea,
by reference to the documents just presented that
the sentiments exprassed by the two last gentle-
men reflected those of th: Government. The
latter had felt that there were two features that
should be considered in dealing with this ques-
tion. In the first place. it was evident that all
the resources that the Legis'ature conld grant to
the Government would be entirely inadequate to
the protection of the fisheries, Jt the United States
should be resolved upon infrioging upon our
rights. In the next place the question was one of
great delieacy, for the first shot that was fired by
a Nova Scotia vessel might causewar. That war
would not be between Nova Scotiaand the United
States, but between that country and Great Bri-
tain. Under these circumstances, it wes necessary
for us to set forth these facts as strongly as poss-
ible to the British Government, and to ask them
to take such steps a8 wounld prevent our fishing
grounds being encroached upon. If it became
known that the rrotection of the fisherics was
1:ft open to these Provinces, it would only invite
aggression. He quite asreed wi.h the remarks of
the hon. leader of the opposition, when he said
that this Province should contribute towards the
protection of the fisheries. The Government had
waited dsy after day, hoping they would be able
to lay before the House the answer of the Impe-
rial anthorities on the subject. but they had been

‘obliged to rresent the correspondence in its pre-

sent unfinished state. His colleagues and him-elf
were not afraid to meet any responsibility. but
they had thought it more judicious and respectful
to lay the whole subject before the Legislature
He thought that the best mode would be to refer
a matter of such grave importance to a special
committee. He had observed with much satis-
faction that the delegates to Washiogton had
shown eve-y disposition to go as far as they could
consistently with the interests they were sent to
guard. and at the same time not to yield to de-
mands that were untair to the Provinces. He
now noticed that some of the most influential
jourpals in the States had cbanged their tone
since the delegates bhad rejected the proposals
made to them with such promptitude, and were
blaming the American Geovernment for pursning
the course they had done. He hoped ihat the
8pitit which was now exhibiting itself in the
States would end in results that wou d preclude
the necessity of any such measures being taken &s
were now proposed for the protection of oar
rights. That thess fisheries should be protected
efficiently by a'l the means in our power, allmust
agree 'The hon. gentleman then propo-ed that
the special committea be as follows: —Prov. Sec'y,
Archiba:d, Atty. General, Apnand Jost, S.
Campbeli, Coffin, Tobin.

Mr. ArcHIBALD said that he looked upon the
fisheries as forming just as much a part of our
territory as the land itself. He then went on to

refer to the recent negociations at Washingtcn,
and expressed the opinion that the delegates wnust
have themselves been pleased to find that the pro-
positions they had made had not been accepted.
If they had acceEted the proposals of the Ameri-
cans, we wou'd have been playing into the bands
of the United States We would gradually have
been brought to look to Washington rather than
to the mother country, for all our commercial in-
terests would naturally depend on the legislation
of the United States, It was therefore, a matter
of congratulation to the difforent Provinces thas
the negotiations had terminated as they had.
Hon. ATToRNEY GENERAL said the remarks
made by the hon. leader of the opposition requir-
ed a few words in answer. He would say at
once that before he left Halifax for Washington
it was general'y believed that no attempt tha:
could be made for a renewal of the treaty would
be likely to be successful. When the delegates
first mct in consultation they felt that it was
useless 10 u:ge & renewal of the treaty, or even a
new trea'y, in view of the temper of Congress.—
The delegates were put in communication with
the Secretary of the Treasury, tkrough the instru-
mentality of Sir Frederick Bruce. They were
next brought into communication with the
Committee of Ways and M:ans. They were not
prepared at first to express to that Committee
exactly what course they would be likely to pro-
pose, but after some investigation they were led
to beliove that an arrangement might be made
that would be advantageous to the interests of all
the conntries interested. The Americans urged
that in view of the altered circumstances of the
United States, their people were placed at a dis-
advantage cowpared with those of the British
North America. They contended that those
eogaged in the production of the materials of the
forest, farm, and fisheries were placed in an
inf rior position in comparison with foreigners.—
It was thought that they would be wi.ling to
accept such small duties as would place the
people of the two countries on the same footing.
The delegates, however, brought to the notice of
the Committee that they could nct be a party to
any arrangement that would enable the Ameri-
cans to collect one pennv in support of the
revenue — for the payment of their war debt, or
the current expenses of the government. - The
momeut any other atrancement was made, they
said they wou'd recede from the negotiations.—
They were ?ite prepared to agree to any
arrapgement that might be just toall parties, but
as far as Nova rcotia was concerned he gave the
Committee distinctly to uoderstand that he could
not be a party to any plan that would interfere
with the right of the people to tax themselves as
they chose, through their representatives in the
L gislature. He was free to say that he was
disappointed when he found that the committee,
so far from looking at the question in its true
aspect, endeavored to engraft upon the terms pro-
posed the principle of protection. A3 soon as
that fact was evident, the Delegates said ttey
must end all negotiations He had now heard

that the committee had recomsidered the matter,
and had presented a bill to Congress in which
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they had reduced the sc.lo of duties to the extent
of 30 per cent. He regretted, however, to under-
stand thatthey had actaally raised the duty on
coal to $1 25 a ton, in place of the low rate they
had originally decided upon  He would add that
.in the negotiations some of the ‘American public
men ¢xhibited an amount of ignorance regpecting
. questlons conpect-d with fish that surprised him
. uot alittle. He quite agreed with gentlemen as
-to the necessity of proteeting the valuable fishing
nilm that these Provinces possess. Wa should
-take such means as would show. onr. determina-
tion to protect our fisheries at all hazards. He
‘belioyed that there were abundant reasons for the
course that was pursned by the British Govern-
.ment, [t was known in England tbat steps were
being taken for the renewal of the.Treaty, and it
might haye beem thought that th:re would be no
.necessity for such measn es as were prcposed for
protection. . He -did not agree with the hon.
.msmbex. for-Bast Halifax (Mr. Annand) that
.the vessels fitted -out for protective purposes
would have to, be under the command of British
officers ; that. did not fol'ow atall It would be
. quitesufficient to give power tothe Governor in
Couneilito issue commissionato our own officers

Mr, GoFrin gaid there, was too mu'h stress
laid on the:enormous expense that would be ne-
cespary for tha protection of oue fisheries. That
protection  would not have v extend over the
whole goast. If we conld prevent American
fishermen »inv,i%atiqg‘ the Strait of Canso, a large
ameunt.of tcouble and ‘expensg would be saved.
'The.fishery thas it.was nécessary for us to pro-
tect was. that on the coast of Capzs Breton in the
fall of the year. ' Hs belisved thut this Province
even without the assistance. of 1he Imperial Go-
verament, eould efficently protect those grounds
that were valuable, and should be kept free from
the enorouchments. of the Americans, . He hardly
expagted. that-the American Government wished
to violate our nights, but it must \be remembered
that they could mot keep an eye on the myriads
of fishecmnen who flocked to thege waters at the

fishing season, - .. = . ]

Mr. MILLER read a statement from one ot the
Boston papers parporting to give thé bill reported
to Gongress, and in which the duty on coal was
put:at 50 eents per ton. . e expressed his gratifi-
eation thas geatlemen on all sides were so unani-

- mous in desiring to prot:ct the great intercsts of
this; countey. - He. did not know how far wa could
preveat the mvigb;iou of .the Strait of Canso by
the Americans, :but ne doubt.if it weie possible,
one-most effective means of protecting our fisher-

‘ ips. would be found. :If the treaty were abrogated
and Amorigan tishermen were still allowed to fish
in . onr. waters, without any. return on their part,
our pzople Weald, be undunbtedly. placed at a dis-
advsatage. . Ha could not. suppose for a moment
that the Imparial - Govgrament . would stand by
snd allow what were Imperial rights to all ju-
teata s0d parposes, to ba.violated. by forcigners.
He bad no doubt that the same ;course wouid be

. followed by the Home (Fovernment as was pur-
‘sned some years sgo. . Ho. remembered the time
when one old steamer, the Devastation, was able

to-kesp sgveral hundred American fishing vessels

in Port Hood for some weeks. He therefore be-
lievad that one or two steamers could effectually
perform all the work that would be required as
far as this Province is concerned.

The motion for a special committes was then
agreed to. .

MISCELLANEOGUS. ‘

In answer to a question put by Mr. Archibald,
the Provineial Secretary stated that a report
would be laid on the table in a day or twa, re-

spectingcertain school lands—a subject which
was referred to a spectal commission since last
session.

In answer to the same gentleman, the Provio-
cial Seoretarg also statcd that the entire engineer-
iog stafl on the Pictou Railway are in the service
of the Government, and under the direction of the
chief engineer, but all expenses connectel there-
with will be chargeable uwpon the contractor, ex-
cept the ealary of thc chief engineer, which is
£600 a year. .

Hon Prov. SEcy. laid on the table an ab-
stract io connection with the lictou Railway,
asked for by Mr. Archibald.

The House then adjourned until Saturday at
11 o’clock.

(The petition preseated by Mr. Blackwood on
Thaursday was for a bridge across Waugh River,
and was signed by R Logan and 120 others.)

SATURDAY March 3, 1866.

The House met at 11 o’cleck.

PETITIONS.

Mr. PARKER presented a petition from T.
Foot and others, of Colchester County, on the
subject of Education.

Also, a petition from Thomas Barker and
othbers, for change of mail route,

Mr. HEFFERNAN presented a petition from
the Postmaster of Guysboro’, asking an increase
of salary.

Mr. KAULBACK presgented a petition from the
Gold River Mining Company, asking the con-
struction of & road to the ciaims held by the'
company. He said he was sorry to see, by the
report laid on the table, that the Ovens had not
been very productive during the past year.
He thought there was a prospect of a revival of
business at thatlocality, and thatevery induce-
ment should be held out to parties engaged
there in mining operations. Thecompany peti-
tioning be knew had expended a large amount
of capital in opening up their claims.

Hon PROVINCIAL SECRETARY enquired
what was the difficulty in making provision
for this road out of the ordinary road grants?

Mr. KAULBACK replied that the road would
be merely for the convenience of the company.

oIr. TOBIN asked what was the object of the
large special grants of last year if it were not to
meet such requirements as these? The grant
to Lunenburg had been considered sufficientto
improve all the existin roads, and also to
build a good road around LaHave, in order to
discontinue the ferry, which however efficiently
managed, was a great inconvenience. That
granp was almost large enough to Luild maca-

amized roads throughout the county.

Mr. KAULBACK replied that the grant to the
County of LunenYurg had been wisely expend-
ed, but had failed in perfecting the roads al-
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ready made. The hon. member for Halifax was
not sufficiently acquainted with the condition of
the county if he supposed the sums given ade-
quate for all purposes. Lunenburg, Hb said,
had more roa.é)s, and more expensive roads,
than any other county.

Mr. DONKIN presented a petition for a special
grant to the road between Acadia Mines and
Folly Village; also, a petition from Geo, Logan
and others for a grant to the Amherst and Parrs-
boro’ main road.

Hon. ATTY GEN. suggested to gentlemen
who had petitions in their possesssion relating
to the ordinary service of the country, that it
was useless to hand them in to the Government,
for it would only involve the trouble of having
them sorted and returned to members to be
provided for out of the road grants. If gentle-
men had petitions on subjects of such command-
ing importance as to require that the Legislatu-
re should deal with them irrespective of the or-
dinary mode, the case would be different, and
suck a fact should be always stated. The
policy of the Government had not yet been de-
clared in connection with this sulject, and no-
body knew whether any special grants would
be given.

Hon, PRoV, SECY. urged theimportance of
the latter petition presented by Mr. Donkin.

Mr 8. CAMPBELL admitted that the indiscri-
minate presentatidn of such petitions was inju-
dicious, but said that there were large matters
in which the people took a deep interest, and
on which they took a great deal of trouble to
bring them to the notice of the Government. If
deprived of the privilege of doing so., they
would have good reason to complain. He had
one or two matters to bring to the notice of the
House, to which his constituents attached
great importance, but petitions of more trivial
nature could be dealt with by the members
themselves.

Mr. MiLLER said that one-half the applica-
tions received by him on these subjects were in
the form of petitions to the House, but he
agreed with the hon. member who had just
spoken, that only subjects of superior import-
ance should be brought to the notice of the
House, The only object served in their pre-
sentation was the notification which it gave to
the petitioners that their request had been at-
tended to, and this end would be served if the
petitions were allowed to lie on the table, and
were afterwards returned to the gentlemen pre-
senting them.

Hon. A7TY. GEN'L disclaimed having refer-
ence toany particular petition. He did notob-
Ject to the presentation of petitions, but thought
the Financial ‘Secrefary’s Department should
not be expected to take charge of them
+ Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE s8poke to the same ef-
fect. He understood that some members had
discouraged their constituents from petitioning,
and thought that applications in reference to
the road service could be dealt with by the
gentlemen representing the different counties.

RECIPROCITY TREATY.

Mr. LoCKE enquired whetlier any action had
been taken by the Government relative to the
tariff which would be in operation on the expi-
ration of the Treaty. He said that nearly all
the country merchants made their 1mportations
frow the 17th to the 31st of March, and if the

tariff were to fall back to whatit was before the ~f the bill before Congress had been

Treaty a great loss would be occasioned. He
thought the country should be informed of the
action proposed to be taken and that the officers
at the outports should receive instructions.

Houn. ATTY. GENERAL replied that the Gov-
ernment had taken action, and the officers had
been notified that'on and after the 18th of March
the tariff would be relieved from the exemp-
tions caused by the Treaty, and that the duties
would be collecied on all articles included in
the free list. The revenue laws were in opera-
tiod until 31st March and it weuld be a matter
for the consideration of the legislature whether
garties sustaining loss in the meantime should

e placed on an equal footing with those
making importations subsequently.

Hon. PROV'L SECRETARY remarked that the
Governwent had no power to suspend the re-
venue laws, and should have no such power.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that if importers paid
additional duties they would have the power
of reimbursing themselves by exacting these
charges from the customers. Although the
Government bad no power to suspend the re-
venue laws, yet new revenue bills could be in-
trodaced and passed in a single day,—at any
rate the Government could declare their policy.

Hon. ATTY. GENL. replied that the intarests
of all the Colonies had to be taken into con-
sideration, and that communication would, no
doubt, be necessdry with the other Provinces.
It became necessary under the altered circum-
stances to have other trade relations establish-
ed between themselves as a sort of defonsive
operation, and it was possible that there were
productions which could be interchanged with
advantage. To equalize the responsibilities
and interests, therefore all should be consulted,
and it would, therefore, be seen how difficult it
was at the present period to settle upon the
policy that should be adopted. Under these
circumstances, he thought it better to allow the
tarift to take its course for a few days, the du-
ties not being high and their imposition not be-
ing likely to affect the state of trade. The
chances were that the majority of importers
would endeavor to effect their purchases before
the 18th of the month, or would wait unti) the
adoption of the new tariff.

Hon. PROV. SECY. asked, should not the
policy of the Government be affected by thein-
formarion which was being obtained? " The in-
formation obtained on the previous day was
different from any that had been in their pos-
session betore, and the most prudent course
was to ascertain the nature of the legislationin
the United States.

Mr. ToBIN, in reference to the suggestion of
the Attorney General, that parties paying
duties between the 18th and 3lst should be
reimbarsed, said he thought thatsuch a course
would be attended with a great deal of difficul-
ty. There was a warehousing systera in opera-
tion, and persons importing between those
dates need not pay the duties, but it would be
unwise to hold out to the importers any intima-
tion that, after payment, they would have a
claim on the Legislature. He thought the
duties in the tariff should be collected without
any such prospect being held out. It would be
very unwise to legislate on the revenue bills
until inforwation had been received from the
otlier’ Colonies and from the United States, for

correctly
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reported, it gave power to the President to sus-
pend the revenue laws of that country in refer-
ence to any of the Provinces, while enforcing
them oun the others, so that if Nova Scotia
should deem it prudent to agree to all the terms
proposed, and the other Colgnies should refuse
their assent, the President could bring the for-
mer provisions into operation as far as this
Province was concerned. This was a very
important consideration, and it would be found
that the terms of that measure did not bear
heavily upon Nova Scotia, but on Canada, the
duty on flour being 20 per cent, and on oats,
&c., ten cents —while, with regard to fish, the
duty on salmon was $2; mackerel, herring, &c.,
$1; and 50 cents per ton on coal, As far as
this country was concerned, he did not there-
fore view the change as deeply affecting our
interests, for our productive wealth was such
as to command access to the markets of the
world. The supply of fish, which was needed
everywhere, did not keep pace with the de-
mand, 80 that the value of the article had doubl-
ed within ten or eleven years. Nova Bcotia
did not send many free articles to the United
States,—and our coal mustalways be an article
of great consumption as long as heat was used
for propelling steamers, locomotives, and other
kinds of machinery. The only matter which
caused him to regard with apprehension the
suspension of the Treaty was the difficulty
arising between the two countries in reference
to the fisheries.

Mr. JOST said that there was one feature of
the case to which the hon. gentleman had not
alluded—the duties '‘imposed might be small
but the revenue laws would only be suspende
by the President on condition that United
States fishermen enjoy the privileges granted
to them when the trade were free.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL said that impcrtant
considerations would, without doubt, be sug-
iest«ed by the bill before the United States

egislature, and the manner in which each
article would be affected by the tariff would
have to be deliberated upon. He would take
this opportunity of stating that he had had a
conversation with a gentleman concerning the
amount proposed to be levied on coal, and had
been informed that the information pnblished
in the Boston Post from time to time, furnished
by its Washington correspondent. had been
found erroneous, and that the tariff had been
copied by our papers from that journal, while
the other Boston papers published the tele-
grams obtained biy e Associated Press, which
were more reliable. The information received
from the latter source gave a different state-
ment of the tariff from that published in the
Post, antl stated that the duty to be impesed on
coal was $1.25;—nothing very reliable could
however be obtained at present, but these cir-
cumstances went to shew that the House
was not now in a position to deal with the
matter. All that could be done was to wait
patiently for the development of affairs. It
was true the President would probably have to
restrain the operation of the revenue laws in
reference to any Province agreeing to the
terms proposed, but the right, if exercised,
would be so used as to make a clean sweep
applying the same rule to all. .

8 far as he had the opportunity of ascer-
taining the views of the public men of th.e
Unibeg States, the feeling seemed to be that it

was not worth while to deal with one colony
alone, for the trade with one would be 8o small
as not to be an object for the alteration of the
system; and the delegates had been told that
whatever arrangements were made must apply
if not to all the Provinces,at least to a large
majority. The probability therefore was that
the clause referred to would have no operation
a8 regards any one colony.

Mr. LOCKE said that his intention had not

 been to raise a discussion upon the treaty, but

to call the attention of the ITouse to the fact
that the merchants, in Shelburne and Arichat
for instance, made their importations for the
fishing supplies between the 20th of March and
the 10th of April, and to show that the tarift’
would thus operate unfairly unless a drawback
were allowed. There was no warehouse in
Slhelburne, but even if there were, the ware-
housing system would not apply a remedy.

Houa. ATTY. GENERAL thought that most of
the importations of articles included in the free
list were made after the end of March.

PETITIONS,

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petition from A. H.
Harrig, asking compensation for damage sus-
tained by his vessel in coming into collision
with Bear River Bridge.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE 8aid he understood
that after the opposition to the building of the
bridge had proved futile, the petitioner had
puton all sail and made an assault, and for
the damage which he sustained in thus
attempting to knock down the bridge, he ask-
ed compensation from this House.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that those engaged in
constructing the work had secured an indem-
nity by act of Parliament, but the question was
whether the résponsibility had not been there-
by merely transferred to the Legislature.

Mr. WHITMAN 8aid be did not rise‘for the
purpose of opposing the claim, but to correct a
statement contained in the petition to the eflect
that due notice of the obstruction had not been
given. Notice had been given, he said, by

sting of bills and in the newspapers.—

urthermore, a %%rt of the work appeared
above the water. r. Harris bad heen caution-
ed by the workmen to keep off—he was
coming down the river rapidly with an ebb
tide, and the damage thus occurred. The hon.
gentleman expressed regret at the occurrenee
and at the damage which had resulted.

Mr. RAY said that Hon. Mr, M:Farlape’s im-
pression of the affair was very different from
the facts. He believed that Mr. Harris, if he
had never signed a petition in favour of the
bridge, had never signed against it, and there-
foré it could not be supposed'that the occur-
rence was the result of his own obstructiveness.
He enquired whether there was a flag or broy
to mark the sunken pier.

Mr. WRITMAN replied that a part of the
work was exposed by the tide, and the work-
men were engaged on it, and cautioned Mr.
Harris on bhis approach.

Mr. RAY thought the accident might have re-
sulted from the confusing directions of the
workmen,

Mr, JouN CAMPBELL presented a petition
for the deepening of a harbour at Beech
Meadows.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE presented a petition
from C. W. Bateman and others for additional
mail accommodation.
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. FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL then proceeded
to make the annual Financial Statement, as
follows:—Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to lay on
the table the Annual Trade Returns and the
papers connected therewith. These Returns
will show :—F'irst, a general statement of War-
rants drawn on the Receiver General by the
Financial Secretary, for payment, on account
of the different public services of the Province
during the 12 months ended Sept. 30, 1865. A
general abstract of the Customs duties, col-
lected at the different ports of the Province.
A comparative statement of the amouut of
Excise duties collected at the different ports of
the Province. A comparative statement of
the amonnt of Light Duty collected at the dif-
ferent ports of the Province. An abstract fo
Articles imported into, and manufactured in
this Province, on which duty was collected.

I regret that the many calls upon my time
have prevented me from giving that attention
to the details of these returns that I would
wish to givs, Baving been called upon to un-
dertake this duty in consequence of the ab-
8ence of the Financial Secretary, I would like
to have been able to present the subject to the
House as fully as its great importance de-
mands. I have, however, considered the dif-
ferent items connected with our trade, and
may say at the outset, that they have afforded
me much satisfaction. Looking at the returns
of Customs aud Excise, I find that they exhi-
bit most gratifying results, As far as I can
Judge, they sliow that the country is, commer-
cially, in & most satisfactory state. The gen-
tleman who addressed .you last year on the
8ame subject had much reason for congratula-
ting the House and the country upon the re-
Sults he exhibited, and I may say that the re-
turns for 1865 show a& still greater improve-
ment in the financial and commercial condi-
tion of the province. It was believed by many
Dersons last winter when we were arranging
our tariff and providing for the different ser-
Vices of the country that the duties on the im-
Dorts of 1865 would fall immeasurably short of
those raised in 1864. I am happy, however, to
8ay by the comparative statement I have be-
ore me it will be seen that at no previous
time in the history of this Province has our
trade exhibited such vitality as during the
DPast year. The amount of Customs and Ex-
Cise duty collected in 1865 was $1,047,891.68,
and in 1864, $990,169.89, or an increase in fa-
Your of the former year of $57,721.19. These

gures, all must agree, are eminently satisfac-
tory, It will be seen thatthe resources of the
Country are in a healthy condition, and that
our people are able to buy largely in conse-
Quence of the existence of general prosperity.

Turning to the next statement I find that the

amount of Light Duty collected in1865 was $38,-
.65 whereps it was $39,975.90 in 1864, These
figures show a small decrease of $1,031.25 in
the year, and looking at the number and ton-
Lage of vessels entered inwards and cleared
Otwards from the different ports of this pro-
YVince, it will be perhaps & subject of surprise
gentlemen that this decrease should have
ed. As far as I am able to obtain infor-
nation, I believe the deﬂeienc¥ has been caus-
fdto a great extent by the alteration of the
Aw in the United States for the registry of
merican tonnage. By a change in the mea-
Surement, they have reduced the amount of

tonnage nearly if not quite to one-third, It will

be known that eur _ight duties are collected

by the ton. A greatdeal of the light duty, I

may here add, is collectd on vessels that don’t

%nter anywhere, but pass through the Strait of
auso.

‘We next find a comparative statement of
specific and advalorem duties—the amount of
the former being $562,5638.37, and of the latter
$485,307.71, making a tolal, as before stated, of
$1,047,891.08.

In addition to these returns we have the Re-
ceiver General’s account for the year ending
on the 30th September. These papers show
that there was in his hands at the end of the
financial year, $222,932 97, which is a little less
than the amount in 1864 ($225,150.96.) Wehad
reason to fear last year that we would have
only a small amount in the treasury by the
end of 1865, but notwichstanding the large pro-
vision made for the different public services
we have thie sum just stated. ’

I would also ask to lay on the table of the
house the various statements connected with
the trade of the Province. The short time at
my command to look over thess papers has
given me no opportunity of analyzingithem as
I would wish, but at a future time, when mat-
ters connected with the Reciprocity treaty are
before the House, I hope to be able to deal
with the question most fully.

First we see the value of theimports and du-
ties collected. The value of imports from Great
Britain was $6 315,988, and the amount of uty
collected thereon was $504,580 54; from B. N.
A, Colonies, $1,592,773, and $162,001.80 duty ;—
from B. W. Indies, $867,206, and $114,711.02 du-
ty; from the United States, $4325857, and
$134,14245 duty; from Spanish West Indies,
$1,273247, and $159,23516 dusy; from other
countries, $206,591, or $75.911.65. qﬁ{. Here weo
find a total of $14,381,662, and of duty $1,040,-
583.73. From these figures the general state
of our trade can be seen at-once. The trade
with Great Britain is the .]largest, that iwith
United States comss next, that with the West
Iudies (foreign and British) is-third, %zd»that
with the British North American Colonies
fourth, It will be a most important and inte~
resting subject for us to covsider in what quar-
tera our trade is most capable of expansion, in
view of the repeal of the reciprocity treaty.—
Our attention, it is obvious, should be turned
to those countries from which we get mauny
{m%orlts. and to which we export comparative-

y little.

Next we have a comparative statement of
imports for th:dyears 1864 and 1865. I have,
however, turned back for four years for the
pu:‘foao of seeing the progress our trade has
made, and the comparison, I acknowledge, has
been eminently satisfactory, for I find that
there has been a gradual and large increase
since 1862. In 1862, the value of our imports
was $8445,042; in 1863, they were raised to
$10,201,392; in 1864 ‘they increased still higher
10 $12,604.642; and in 1865 they actually rese to
$14,381,662, being an increase in four ‘years of
about six millions. I have also before me a
table which shows the value of imports from
the different countriesin 1864 and 1863, which
I shall read to you. You will perceive from
this statement that the irade with the United
States has lsortgely fallen off, only exhibiti
an increase 4 per cent. The position of
affairs in that country, the high taxation, and
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other causes arising from the war, have raised
the prices of the necessaries of life, and of
mauufactured goods and obliged our impor-
rers to buy elsewhere. I know that very many
articles bitherto imported from the United
States are now brought from Great Britain.
Patterns of articles manufactured in the United
States have heen seat to British manufacturers
who bave now a greater inducement to supply
us. The following are the figures.
Value qf Imports I'rom
1865 186%. Increase. p. cen1t7.

Great Dritain. ...6.315.9%8 5,407,843 9 081,45 or

B.N. A. Colonies 1,592,773 1,188,746 404,047 or 34
B. W.Indies..... 667.206 440,767 22643%0r 61
United States....4.325,8567 43,030,16 22,841 or i
Other countries..1,479.888 1264,270 215,668 or 17

Total........ 14,381,662 12,604,642 1,777,020 or 14

I shall now turn te the abstract showing the
value of Exports. To Great Britain we ex-
ported goods to the value of $764,742; to the
B. N. A. coionies $1,701,054; to British W, In-
dies $1,966,459; to the United States, $3,619,797;
to the Spanish W, Indies, $380,894; to other
countries, $397,747 ;—making total value of Ex-
ports of $8,830,693. Looking at the tables of
Imports and Exports it will be'seen that whilst
we imported from B. W, Indies $667,206, we
exported $1,966,459. On the other hand, we
imported trom the Spanish W. Indies, $1,273,-
247, and only exported $388,894. In view of
this fact, it s important for us to try to see
whetler we cannot exportto the Spanish
‘West Indies a larger amount of produce than
we do now. Tbe next table gives a compara-
tive statement of the articles we exported in
1864 and 1865 as fellows:—
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ARTICLES.

Woodware—unmanufac'd. .

Herring and Alewives
Unenumerated .......

Mackarel. .
Foreign Productions.

Beef 4nd Pork. .

Butter and | ard.
Salmon and Trout.
Stox.e—building.......
Vegetables,.............

Animals. ..............

It will be seen that there is a decrease in
the value of 'Animals exported, arising from
the cessation of the war in the United Sratas.
A great many animals were formerly sent to
Nassau and Bermuda for the use of the South,
but that trade has now ceased. The decrease,
however, is mwore than counterbalanced by. the
increase in the value of Beef and Pork ex-
ported. The decrease exhibited in these
ficures is in certain articles exported to the
United States. ‘The total increase, however,
is shown to be $1,657,876.

It will be seen that both our Imports and
Exports have increased proportionately. In
old times it was considered a bad sign if the
value of Imports exceeded that of Exports,
but now-a-days this opinion has undergone
considerable modification. As respects our-
selves, we know that & large amount of money
has been brought into the couatry of which
we have no account, and which enables the
people to buy largely. The money derivable
from our shipping interest must also be taken
into consideration. Looking at thess facts,
and not forgetting that it is impossible to get
very accurate returns of our actual exports,
we have every reason to feel satisfied. .

The next statements that [ have to make to
you are connected with that valuable branch
of Provincial industry, namely, our Shipping.
These figures may be briefly given as follows:
Comparative Statement of Vessels Entered Inwards

Jor 1864 and 1865.

Vesrels. Tons. Men.
1864, .. vinviiniiiinns , 853,339 45,989
2866, ... cieeeiiiaia 929,929 49,683
Increase........... 318 76,640 3,604
Comparative Statement of Vessels Cleared Outwards
i Jor 1064 ant 1885.
776,460 41,857
946 332 49,982
169,872 8,676
Comparative Statement of Vessels Registered to 30th
September, 1864 and 1865.
No. Tons. Value.
1864, .00 iiiivinnnnn, .00 8,718 365,608 $11,892 857
1865. .. iviiiiin iinnianan 8,898 403,409 11,847,609
Inorease.. ........ 180 87,806  1,964652

Comparative Séatement of New Vessels Registered in
1864 and 1865. ¢

No. Tons.  Value,
1864...ciiiiii i .. 804 78,088 83,948,804
1865.......... Cereaseaaee 294 56,768 2 481,752
Decreage.......... 10 16,270 466,652
Struck off Registry.
No. Tons. Value.
211 82.025 $968,406

From this_statement it will be perceived
that the number of vessels cleared outwards
from this province, and entered fnwards for
1865 show 3 most satisfactory increase over
the previous year. The figures exhibited by
the comparative gtatemem: of registered ves-
sels are also equally gratifying. It will be geen
that there is a falling off in the new vessels re-
gistered in 1865 as compared with 1864, Imay
mention, however, that although there may
have been fewer vessels built in 1865, yet there
appears to have been a large number of these

kept onhand for the use of our own mercautile
marine,
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Inasmueh as we are now in a position very
ditferent from what we have ocoupied during
the past eleven years, it may not be uninter-
esting to the House to have, in addition to the
papers which I have submitted, some state-
ments in connection with onr trade with the
United States.  Ishall therafors run over the
tollowing figures which I have had prepared
for the information of the house and country:

Trade with the United Siates,

Value of Imports in 1865....... PR $4 826 857
do do 1864....... [T 4,308 016
Increase in 1865 about } per cent., or  $32,841
Value of Exportsin 1865.................. 8,619 797
do do 186 .. ieiiiiiiaiee 2,446,770

Inerense in 1865 say 43 per cent., or.. $1,178 027
Vegsels Inwards, from the Number Toms. Crew.

United States in 1865..,..... 33834 483,116 23,877
do 1864. ..... ..8,185 442,813 21,923
Increase in 1865........... 149 20,802 1,95¢

Vessels OQutward, to the Number. Tons. Caew,

Uaited States, 1865. ......... 8,161 501,188 24934
do 1864...........2824 416441 10,953

Increaie in 1866...........
Imports from the United States during the year 1865,

Duty Col-
ARTIOLES, Value. lected.
Coffo ......o.ooveniinervnnnnn $6.478 $1,°85.86
. Cordage and Canvas......... 24 996 1,213.10
Cottons and Wollens......... 102,656 7,708.60
Drugs and Patent Medicines. 43.990 5,568.40
Karthen and Glass Wares. ... 45,601 3,404.80
Leather and Leather Manu-
factares. . .0 187,600 17.880.22
Hardware . 243650 29.007.75
Molaases . .- 10,443 1,074.66
uil, viz: Rock and Coal Oil,
and Buroing Fluid......... 93 479 12,898.68
Pamr Manufacture, &o...... 82,994 2,209.40
Splrits. vis: Brandy, Geneva,
Whiskey, Rum and Wine.. 46.447 7,078.46
Suger, raw and refined. ...... 17.826 8,717.22
Tas, BIAOK, .. cve.vunenernninns 65805 | 13,063.68
Tobacco, manufactured . ..... 82 520 12.460.56
Woodware, manufactured....{ 118864 10.924.70
Unenumerated article’. .. 148,217 12 981.56,
Subject to Duty........|$1,186,100 | $184,143.56
Free under procity.| 1,747,306
Free under Tariff ...... 1,892 391

- ‘. Total........ $4,835,857

Imports from the U»idtg: mﬂm under Reéipro-

ARTYOLES. Quantity. Value.
Beef, Pork and Hams. .|Bbls... 10,0056 $170,282
Buster and Lard.... .{Lbs ...170,601 28.081
Cheese ......... “ ... 52,108 8,
Flour, (wheat)..... Bbis...286,465| 1,629,819
21»! ....... cereriaenes 17,208
orees and 8heep.......... '

$1,747.306

TImports from the United States free wnder Torif.

ARTICLES. Value.
Bread, (navy) 6 421
Coal.......oicveeen 7,781
Flour. (other than wheat 102,815
Fish, (all and ofl;. . 84,793
GPBID . eivienereennessratosteseneroinanes 28,142
FardwWare. ........coveoemernieesaeniinnans 17,842
Hides and SKing .....coovevirececcnionann. 26,828
Printed Books, &c........ 68,821
Salt................0 “eus 2,129
Stone. ineluding Lime 14,754
‘Tobacco, Leaf. . g,%l
g';geélblea ........ etored 10:676“
oodware, manufacture :
Unenumeratead artioles....... 1,024 934
91,202,801

In conclusion, said Mr. Henry, I am quite
confident that this House, looking at the state-
ments that I have made, will agree with me in
the conviction that the Province exhibits vital-
ity and vigor in all branches of trade and
industry that are most assariag. With such
an exhibit before us, we have great reason for
confldence in our futurs. I have no doubt
that the Legislature will feel the fall weight of
the responsibility resting upon it, and will be
prepared to give its full consideration to all
those questions that must come before it in
conpeciion with our commercial relations.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said thatthere was no gen-
tléman in the house who was not gratified on
learning that our affairs were in a satisfactory
condition., Every one must feel that the pros-
perity of the country depended upon circum-
stances apart from the control of any govern-
ment.. Be did not propose at this time going
into any analysis of the returns just present-
ed, but there were one or two remarks which
be felt called upon to make. The difference
between our imports and exports was s mat-

-ter deserving of serious attention, Whilst we

were importing to the value of fourteen mil-
lions, we only exported produce and goods
worth eight millions' Such a disparity was
certainly very large, and should be accounted
for, Even giving the very largest amount
that could be derived from our shipping inte-
rest, there would still be four millions above
the exports. Perhaps in the matter of giving
returns of our exports, very many persons in
this Province were not as careful as was neces-
sary for the accuracy of the tables before the
house. No one, last winter, looking at the
prospect of affairs in the States during the
coming year, could have expected such remilta
a8 had really occurred. In that country all
ordinary rules thatgovern trade appear to have.
failed; and no one was to be blamed if he made
calculations based on expetience and history,
but which were not realized after all. That
this country has passed safely through the
past year and had not suffered from a crisis

that ahy one, twelve months ago, must natur-

764 | ally bave expucted In the Btates, was certainly

a matter for congratulation,

Hon. ATTY. GEN, said that the government
last year did not consider that such a falling
off in our revenie would occur #s some per-
sons anticipated, ang iaye ‘their reagons ver
fully for entertaining this opinion. The mu{
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had proved that their anticipations were cor-
rect, and that they had argued on premises
that were sound. When he had addressed the
house last session in answer to the hon. leader
of the Opposition, he went fully into the
: subject and gave his reasons for diftering from
' the opiniens of that hon. gentleman. He had

" never anticipated such a fall in the price of |

cottons as many gentlemen did last year. For
Yyears past the price of this article had been
80 great, that the majority of persons had
dispensed with its use as far as practi-
cable. In fact, the country was starv-
ed out of this necessary article, and a
considerable amount had to be impor-

under any circumstances during the
past year. Neither did he expect that the
quantity of cotton that would be released by the
opening of Southera d)ol’ts would bring down
the price of the article for some time. The
very fact that slavery no longer existed and
the whole system of labour was disorganized,
proved that that conntrfy would not for some
time yet regain its former position in the
growth of cotton.

Mr, TOWNSEND said thatbe could not agree
with the hon. gentleman (Mr. Archibald) as
to his remarks on the-balauce of trade being
against this Province. That hon. gentleman
had lost sight of oue fact, and that was, this
country had a great shipping interest. If a
ship were built that cost fifteen or sixteen
thousand, how much of the material
that entered into its construction was impor-
ted? Atleast one half, The hon. gentleman
had not allowed enough for the value of the
shipping interest to the country. Our vessels
. were earning money steadily and giving the

country the means of buying largely. The in-
. crease in the revenue was ounly what might

have been expeeted. In 1864 every bLody
bought short, and the country was bare of al-
most everything at the end of it. He did not
doubt for a moment that if, in the event of the
repeal of the Reciprocity ’f‘reaty, we only put
on a moderate import upon a few articles that
are now admitted free, the increase of 1866 will
be more than in 1865. As respects the light
duties, it should be remembered that when we
a.lure(i the law and took off the whole duty
from new vessels, it necessarily fell short,
HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that thece
was no doubt that our returns ef experts were
by no means as correct as it was necessary
they should be in order to enable us to make
accurate calculations on the subject of our

trade. From many ocountries articles were
shi , of which no return were_ given; fromn
Antigonishe for instance, horses and cattle

were constantly shipped, of which no record
was made, and the same was equally true of

r places. . )
M%iompmmm saild that he. had made
very full allowance for the value of our ves-
nels, and still there was u great disparity be-
tween our exports and imports,

The papers were allowed to lie on the table.
Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY laid on the
table a copy of a despatch from Lord Mouck
enclosing a prooclamation on the inshors fish-
ries.

® Aﬂo, the report of the Superintendent of

Eduoation.
The House adjourned until Monday next at

3 o'clook.

PROCEEDINGS
MONXDAY, March 5th.
The House met at 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS. -
Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL presented a petition
from J. D. Sutherland, light-house keeper,

asking an increase of salary:

Mr. RAY presented a petition from Upper
Granville, for additional mail accommodation.

Also, a petition from Richfield on the same
subjeet.

r. ALLISON presented a petition for aid to
a half-way house in Queen’s County.

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition rela-
tive to the harbour of Mabou in the County of
Inverness.

Mr. ROBICHEATU presented a petition of the
inhabitants of Digby and Annapolis Counties
asking for the erection of a bridge at the en-
trance of Sissiboo River.

Also, a petition from C. M. Melanson and
others for a special grant en the Patrick Thi-
badeau road. -

Also,a petition of Joseph J. Raymond and
%tihers asking aid to build a bridge at Bartlett's

ver.

Also, a petition of Wm., White and others
xiqking aid to remove obstructions in Salmon

iver.

Mr. WHITMAN

})resenl:ed a petition from
Bridgeport asking for a post-office instead of a
way-office.

_ﬁlso, a petition for a way-office at Tupper-
ville.

Mr. KAULBACK presented a petition from
Sessions, Grand Jury and inhabitants of Ches-
ter asking for direct mail accommodation be-
tween Chester and Windsor, -

Mr. HILL presented a petition from Windsor
on the 8ame subject.

Mr. LOCKE presented a petition from Trus-
tees of School Section, No. 19 of S8helburne
Oounty, asking a change in the present Law
and in favour of direct taxation.

i'rhis was referred to' Committee on Educa-
tion.
MILITIA AFFAIRS.

Mr. COLIN CAMPBELL said that being de-
sirous of bringing some facts in connection with
this service to the notico of the House, he had
waited patiently until the Blue Book, recently
submitted, was placed in the hands of mem-
bers. He now would refer to a fow items
distributed through the book shewing that the
service was differently managed from what
was generally supposed. He found for
instance, that the sum ot $3795 had been given
for a rifle range at Sackyille, an item that
should have been put under the head of militia
expenditure, but was not so placed in order to

te the impression that that expenditure
was smaller than it mmauz' was, Aunother
item of 810,425 paid for swonds, in accordance
with the vote of last:session, shonld -also bave
been put under that head. He thought he
would be able to show before the session was
concluded, and after asking, as he had intend-
ed to ask, for the detatled statemrents necessary
to show where the money had gone, that the
department, so far from confining its expendi-
ture tothe sum of $81,500 app: last
year, it had spent over $100,000. The House
would agree with him in saying that the finan-
cial returns should be so arnnged that they
could be understood by those for whose in-
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formation . they were furnished, but so far
from that being the case, the returns laid on
the table were so mystified that he bad found
it almost impossible to understand them. In
another place he found the item of $3662 which
wasgiven for a lot of land in 8pring Gardens;
nn persons outside the House would be able to
understand what the appropriation was for,
but he fornd that this lot had been sold to Mr.
Brookield for $2000, and after that gentleman
had used it for the purpose of cutting stone,
the Gevernment re-purchased it, allowing him
the use of the land and paying $1600 to get it
back. Although such facts as these had to be
swallowed, yetsuch a mode of managing the
public affairs was unjust to the people, and
each member should feel it his duty to make
such an examination of the finamcial returns
as would bring such circumstances to light.—
He had taken this department in hand because
he wished to seethe service carried on justly,
and did not desire to see the money appropriat-
ed by the House squandered. He said there
were other parts of the Returns with which he
could find fault, but there were in the House
members of longer standing than ha who were
in daty bouund to make the same investigation
and to poiat out instances of imprope. expendi-
ture. Some years ago considerable fault had
been found with the late government for
cbarging upon the treasury the travelling
expenses of the Executive Couucillors, and he
found that ove gentleman, who did not in that
discussion speak very calmly, had received no
less than $400, as his travelling expenses in
attending the Council;—such a thing two or
three years ago was treated as entirely uolaw-
ful,and he was happy to beable now to give.
back to thatvgentlemgn the expressions used by
him at a previous time. It would also be seen
that the charge for the Adjutant General’s
postal communication had been $1234.03, for
the past year, $283.06, being the amount from
September, 1861, to 1st Jauuary 1865—that was
a cousiderableitemn, The charge for printing
last year had been found fault with, and in this
and other particalars he would be able to prove
to the House and to the country that the
amount expended in the departmens had been
far more than the defences of the country
required. The people of Nova Scotia, after
heuring of the large appro?riations made fromn
year to year, would hardly suppose that the
Province did not own a single %un,a single
rifle, not even a pistol, and that their ouly armns
were @ number of iron swords, very good for
practice, for which $10,425, had been paid.—
Before the House rose he feltconfident of being
able to prove the statement already made that
tha expenditure for the service, instead of bein

limited to $81,500, had exceeded $100,000, aun

he would then ask if any oune in the Province
believed it right to give so much for such a
small return. Halifax, ic was true, obtained a
fair share of the appropriation as a glance at
the extensive drill shed upon which an army
of men were employed would shew, but no
money was expend in that way elsewhere,
excepting in Cumberland. He said that the
samn paid for the Militia Service during the
past year was, accordingto his estimate, about
bLalf a million of dollarsdirectly undindirectly;
for $100,000 had been contribat-d out of the
public chest,and the allowance to over 56,000
wen for their five days drill would make about

$300,000. Every one, he said, knew that those
who attended the drill or muster did not go for
the sake of learning anything, butto avoid the
fine, and when the training was over the
majority knew aboutas much as when they
went on the field, so that by the time the year
went round they were just where they began.

Mr. PRYOR said hehoped the hon. member
would speak for hisown county only.

Mr. O. CAMPBELL continued, remarking that
he wasdisposed to give Halifax credit for pro-
ficiency, and it was only natural that they
should be proficient, having all the chances in
their favor. Any one coming to the city last
fall, and seeing Halifax in it pipetlay and red
coats, would suppose that the country was ina
state of warfare, and the impression would be
amply contirmed on going to Sackville and
seelng the field covered with tepts and the co-
lonels mounted on their chargers. This was
all very well as a show, but when justice to
the people came to be considered, it must only
he viewed as a great waste of time and money.
This was a subject upon which he thought no
member should be backward in speaking.

Mr. BLACKWOOD said he did not rise for the
purpose of addressing the House at length
upon the subject under consideration, but mere-
ly with the view of saying a word npon the
manner in which the drill was carried on. As
for the county of Colchester, ha felt bound to
say that the men were very proficient, and that
there was every prospect of their continuing so.
It might be true that expenditure incurred in
the department was lavish, but upon that sub-
ject he would not at present express an.opinion.
The men in his section of the country had turn-
ed out and performed their drill with a desire
to attain proficiency, and that they had arrived
at, to & great extent.

Hon Prov. S8EcCY. 8aid that at alater period
in the session, when the hon. member for Digby

would have an opportunity of referring to the

accounts themselves, and of analyzing the ex-
penditars, that gentleman would be better pre-
pared to deal with the subject, and it would be
a more convenient time for the House to enter
upon the discussion. The House last year had
made a very large provision for the service in
comparison with anything previously done,
and while the expenditure in this department
did not, under the existing policy, fall immedi-
ately uuder the jurisdiction of the Government,
he had no reason to believe that its manage-
ment hq1 been such as to give less reason for
satisfaction than heretofore. One thing he did
know—that His Excellency the late Command-
er-in-Chiefdevoted an amount of time and at-
tention-to his duties as such officer that would
surprise any member of the Housé who was
made acqualated with it; and he belleved that
by the interest thus taken by the late Com-
mander-in-Chief, which was fully shared by
his successor, and under this fostering care and
attention our volunter and militia services had
been put in a position that would challenge
comparison with any of the British North Ame-
rican Colonies. The people, without whose
hearty co-operation and aid nothing could he
accomplished, had evinced a -manly, patriotic
and wmartial spirit, in preparing themselves for
their country’s defence, that gave to the move-
ment a standing and n creditable to the
Province and to the Legisiature. . The House
having fully recoguized the great importance
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of the movewment, and the necessity of shewing,
that while enjoying the awmple protection of the
mother country, we were prepared to contribute
from our treasury and by the titne and services
of our population to our defence, it was quite
right that every member should jealously guard
the necessary expenditure from running into
anything like extravagance, and if it could be
shown to the House and to the large committee
of gallant colonels, on whom the responsibility
of this degartment had been thrown, that there
was anything requiring correction, there was
every reason to believe it would receive the
caretul attemtion of the Commander-in-Chief
and of the officers on whom the expenditure de-
volved. He did not think that when the papers
were brou&ht to the notice of the House, and
when the Committee of Public Accounts could
be called to examine thew, it would be found,
as the hon. member anticipated, that the grant
of last year had been exceeded, but believed it
would then be seen that the expenditure had
been made with that due regard to economy
which the House had a right to expect. Inre-
ference to the rifle range, he would state that
although the purchase money had been ad-
vance(ﬁfrom the treasury, it had always been
contemplated that that expenditure, and like-
wise the expenditure for the drill shed in Hali-
fax, required to carry out the recommenda-
tions of the committee of last session in refer-
ence to the addition of an artillery arm to the
service, should fall upon the annual appropria-
tion for the department, He would also state
1hat the attention of the Comwander-in-Chief
having been called to the matter, after a great
deal of deliberation, His Excelleucy represent-
ed to the Government thatit was indispensable
for the efficient carrying out of the objects of
the militia movement that there shouild be i
Provincial rifle range, where all parties coming
together at the annuul competition could have
an opportunity of not only exhibiting their skill,
but of being trained in that efficient manner
that the defences of the couuntry required.
The Government thereupon gave their re-
commendation for the purchase of a very elﬁi-
ble rifle range at Bedford,—and gentlemen who
had taken part in the exercises at that range
could bear testimony to the convenience of the
locality, and its adaptation for the purposes in-
tended. So far from there being a lavish ex-
enditure in this instance, the amount given
?or tbe range could be realized at any 1poment
that its disposal became desirable. With re-
ference to the purchase of Mr, Brooktield’s
property, he sald that it had no imwediate
connection with the Militia movement. The
late Government, under the authority of the
Legislature, disposed of certain proverty in
Spring Gardens to that genileman for a certain
sem of money, and it was subsequently consid-
exsd desirable, on both sides of the House—
gome difficulty having arisen in perfecting the
title, in view of the rise in the value of proporty
in }ialifax, and of the requiremeat of a small
exercistag ground in connection with the drill
room—that the lot should be repurchased. The
faet that the Government had, given & much
larger sum of money than the amount of the
original aale,did not establish the charge of la-
vish expenditure, because it was weil known
to every person that any descriptiou of proper-
ty might be worth £1000 at one timne, aud rise
jn value to £2000 in course of a year or two.

When it was thought desirable for this proper-
ty to continue in possession of the Province, it
becawme a matter for Mr. Brookfield to state
what he would accept,—for though the title had
not passed to him, yet the Government were
bound to perfect it, and gentiemen were sentto -
appraise its value. The purchase money was
inside the sum reported by competent judges
as being what the property would bring if put
into the market, and the Government thereup-
on took the responsibility ot advancing the
amount, to secure, in connection with the drill
shed, an open space for conveniencein artillery
and rifle training, knowing at the same time
that if it were not the pleasure of the House
that the property should be retained it could be
put in the market immediately, with every
prospect of realizing a larger sum than that
given for it. In fact Mr. Brookfleld ha:l saris-
fied the Government that he could obtain a
larger price by selling to otbers. In relation
to the charge for travelling fees he said he did
not remember being open to the charge of in-
consistency that had been wade. Ifeverinthe
heat of debate and inthe extreme desire to find
fault with gentlemen adwinistering the public
affairs he had called in question the right.of
executive councillors to such fees, his ground
on that occasion he would admit was untena-
ble;—ﬁood government required that the con-
trol should not be centralized, and so far from
advocating the administration of attairs being
practically confined to gentlemen residing in
the metropolis, he believed such a policy in-

jurious to the public interests. The hon. mem-

ber who had spoken had also sutficient experi-
ence to know it to be more than the country
could expect that the expenses of travel and of
the delay in the capital should be borne by
gentlemen themselves when so engaged on
public business. If he had ever maintained a
contrary doctrine he was wrong tben and right
now. The purchase of the iron swords referrecd
to had been effected by the late Government,
and all the present Government had to do was
to discharge theliability thus existing. If they
were not steel he said he hoped the day was
distant when any others would Le needed.

Mr. CoLIN CAMPBELL said his ohjectin ad-
dressing the house had not been merely to call
attention to the particulars of the militia ser-
viee, but also to show that the financial state-
ments had been so mystiied as to be unintelli-
gible. He hoped members would speak on this
subject as they felw.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the hon. member
Lad suggested a subject that afforded a great
field for criticism, but the time was not tfavo-
rable for the discussion. There was no doubt
that when the House was in the habit of mak-
ing such large appropriations the necessary
vigilance decreased, aud if the vemarks made
would awaken gentlemen to the necessity of
watching the government in their expenditure
good service would have been done. Hethought
there was one expenditurs undertaken by the
government on their own responsibility, involv-
ing an enormous suwm of money, which ought
to be the subject of examination. He inquired
what day woull be conveniens for discussing
matters connected with the Pictou Ruilway,

Hon. PROV. SECY. replied that the following
day would be convenient to the Govern-
ment.
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PROTECTION OF FISHERIES.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY, as chairman
of the committee on this subject, reported to
the House a resolution adopted by the com-
mittee to the effect that a humble address be
presented to Her Majesty the Queen, soliciting
'ald in the protection of the fisheries on the
coast of British North America, and that the
Legislative Council be requested to join in such
address, a conference with that body being de-
sired by means of a committee on the general
state of the Province. He would say nothing
more than that the House would regard the
question as one of great moment, and he
thought it would be inclined to consider the
course proposed as the one that should be
adopted. The report was adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Hon. PROV. SECY. 1aid on the table the re-
port of the Chief Commissioner of Railways.
The report was referred to the Railway Com-
mittee.

Mr. PRYOR introduced a bill to amend the
act concerning the “City of Halifax. The bill
was read a first time and referred to cominit-
tee on City Bills.

Mr. SHANNON also introduced an act con-
cerning the City of Halifax, which was like-
wise read and referred.

The Legislative Council, by message, inform-
ed the House that that body had agreed to the
proposed conference.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, Hon. Attorney
General, and Mr. Arcbhibald were appointed
the committee of conference, and subsequently
reported that they Lad discharged their duty,
after which the Legislative Council desired a
further conference.

SCHOOL LANDS. !

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY laid on the
table the report of the commissioners anointed
to examine and report on the claims of the So-
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel to cer-
tain school lands within the Province.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that seldomn had any-
thing which had fallen on his ears caused him
more surprise than this report, which sounded
more like a despatch from the Bishop of Nova
Scotia than the report of ecommissioners ap-

inted to examine carefully into the subject.

e was perfectly astonished that any commis-
sloners, knowing that bills had been brought
in last Session to dispose of the question, and
that those bills had been referred to a special
committee, at whose suggestion the commis-
sion had issued, should undertake to decide the
whole matter without giving a hearing to gen-
tlemen representing interests adverse to those
of the claimants. The district of Horton was
interested in the matter to extent of about £200
ger iear, and yet not the slightest intimation

ad been given to the member rapresenting it
that the commisioners were conducting the in-
vestigation. He(Mr. A.) represented two other
districts that were deeply interested,—one of
them, Truro, baving appropriated the s:hool
lands from year to year to the support of their
common schools,—and yet had no idea that the
enquiry was being carrted on. It was the first
time in the history of commissions that one
of them had decided upon & question after only
hearing the evidence on one side, and he did
not hesitate to say that the mode in which the

investigation had been conducted rendered the
report entirely valueless as a settlement of an
important public question. Had those gentle-
men, thus appointed, calledjbefore them the re-
presentatives of persons entertaining diverse
views, and after hearing both sides, had come
to a decision, every one would have been dis-
posed to treat it with respect, but such an ex
parte statement prepared without the commis-
sioners hatng had the courtesy to give an in-
timation to persons ou the other side, must he
considered as entirely valueless as so much
waste paper. .
Hon. ProvV. SECY. said that the Commission-
ers had been appointed on the recommendation
ot the committee having charge of the subject
last year, and the government were only re-
sponsible as to the selections made. The re-
port was desired for the information of the
House, and this document, he said, was the
only communication that had been received
from the gentlemen who had been appointed.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the investigation
being ot such a nature as toinvolve an enquiry
into the claims of a body in connection with the
church of England, it waa a matter of surprise
that one half the commissioners selected were
cliurchmen. They were all unexceptionable
persons, excepting in deciding on their own
cages. He had notheard in the report a single
allusion that went to shew that they had their
attention turned to the statute upon which the
claims of the people of this country were
founded. Theonly Act touching the question
did not recognize any intemtion to make the
appropriation of these lands denominational,
and if the Legislature had intended to hand
them over to any one sect, wonld net that in-
tention have appeared on the face of the stat-
ute? Yet these gentlemen had undertaken to
settle the whole question without reference to
that statute, and without shewing that they
were aware of its existence. Could such a set-
tlement be considered satisfactory? If the re-
port were to be dealt with at all, it should be
referred back to the committee of last year,
who had collected a large awount of informa-
tion, and who would be able to inform the
House whetlier this was the mode in which
they contemplated that the power conferred up-
on the commissioners should be used.

(Hon Mr.SHANNON presented a petition from
Richard Keunedy. relating to railway dama-
ges. Referred to Committee on Railways.)

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, in reference to the sub-
ject under discussion, said that the committee
having the subject under consideration last
year was the Comnmittee ou Private Bills, which
had before it three applications for the sale of
school lands, and in course of the investigation
the whole question came up on a metnorial
from-his Lordship the Bishop. The committee
were not unanimous, the majority heing in fa-
vor of the appointinent of commissioners, anid
the wminority being disposed to adopt some of
the bills. He thought the selection of the comm-
missioners had been fair, but he did not agree
that their report was to be considered as a de-
cision. It was to be regretted that they had not
before them all the information necessary to
bring the entire facts before the House, but the
object in their appointment wasmerely to give

> ——

inforwmation, and he would be sorry to think
that the House should be committed by any



46

DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

such report. The suhject was a very impor-
tant and interesting one, and calculated to
cause a great deal of discussion. The only
result of the investigation would be to present
the claims of the Society broadly and plainly
to the House.

Mr. BLANCHARD was glad to hear it admit-
ted that the report was not intended to be
viewed as a decision. Whatever the intention
was, the commissioners had assuméey the right
to decide, and had undertaken to decide, with-
out hearing the evidence. If a commissioa
were issued to a magistrate, a public investi-
gation would be held, and the parties interest-
ed would be examined under oath,—and so
with all other commissions; but these gentle-
men had not given to the House a single fact
that was nnknown before, and they had ob-
tained their information from one side only.
The manner in which they presented the facts
was also peculiar: at such a place they report-
ed that a school had been held since 1807, but
till when? In reference to other places, they
said they were unable to decide whether the
claims of the Society were good or not, and
wherever there was the slightest evidence in
favor of the claim, the report was framed ac-
cording to that claim. To come with such a
statement of facts as that contained in the re-
port was trifling with the Legislature, and
proved the truth of what he had said last year,
viz., that the matter would have to be decided
by the House itself after all. The committee
of last session 1 all the ry in-
formation, and the testimony shewed that the
lands should be sold. The re{;ort being 80 en-
tirely one-sided, be thought there would be no
use in referring to it again, but thought that the
bills shiould be revived and sent back to the
comumittee,

Mr. S. CAMPBELL said that some gentlemen
seemed to be talking without book,—it was
premature to condemn the commissioners be-
fore ascertaining what their instructions were.
The commission should be laid on the table.

Hon. A1T'Y. GEN. agreed that the commis-
sioners had not been sent out to decide the
question, but he regretted to ind on looking
at the report that it contained mothing very
new, nothing that had not previously formed
matter of discussion. In reference to one of
the grants, the grant of a school lot in Antigo-
nish, he said no information at all was convey-
ed, the report merely stating that thelands had
been granted to the Bishop, the Provincial
Secretary an:l the Chief Justice, without set-
ting forth the Eurposes for which they had-
been given. very one of those purposes
should have heen reported, in order that the
House might judge whether the circumstances
were such as to entitle the claimants to a con-
tinnance of the trnst. Ifnogood had resulted
from the investigation no barm had been done,
but he regretted that the information conveyed
was not more full. X

DocTor BROWN saidhe was mnot surprised
at the report of the Commission, that had Jjust
been read—he was opposed to the appoint-
1ment of that Commission last Session, becanse
he did notanticipate that any good could come
from it. He thought t;hei ouse lwps t}:e

roper place to try questions involving the
xr',igbpt: ofpuhe people, anud he regretted that this
question of the school l1ands had been removed
out of the House. He hoped there wasno dis-

position, nor did he believe there was, on the
part of the House to adopt the report; such a
course would be most unfair, and would be
deeply folt by the inhabitants of Horton whom
he had the honor to represent. He observes
that the report declared, that Sir Ruperi
George hal been applied to-in 1828 by th¢
Society for the Propogation of the Gospel t¢
appoint Trustees for the School Lands i
orton; such was not the fact—and it ha!
been proved before the Committee last session,
that the application had been made by the
overseers of the poor for the township, at whose
jinstance the Trustees had been appointed.
He hoped that the veport referred to would
have no injurious tendency, and that the
whole subject would be resumed by the
House and decided according to its merits.

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY 8aid it was not his
intention to move the adoption of the Report.—
ThLe commission followed in its language the
report of the committee of last session, autho-
rizing the gentlemen appointed to examinae
into the claima of the society and to repors.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL contended that such ¢
commission conferred no authority to call i
other partios than those representing the i
terests of the society. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD 8aid that the ohject of the¢
appointment was to put the House in - posses.
sion of the facts of the case. The claims of the
sociocty were-founded on the facts stated in the
Report, aud if the claims of ths inhabitants had
been also shewn, giving the period of their uses
of the lands, the materials for a decision woulc.
have been obtained. The cominissioners ha:
not been asked to decide who had the better
claim, but to report all the facts on both sides
in order that the House might deal with th¢
subject, and instead of doing 8o they had made
a nuinber of statements that had already been
published over and over again in the Journals,
without advancing the matter one single step,
The labour must after all devolve on a com-
mittee of the House, however incouvenient it
might be to conduct the examination in the
short time at their disposal.

Mr. PRYOR read an extract on the subjec:
from the Journals of 1865, and said he thought
that the commissioners had acted under the
impression that they were required to take into
counsideration only the bills which had been in-
troduced, and the wemorial of His Lovdshig
the Bishop. 1f a fuller power had been given
no doubt they would have gone into an inves-
tigation of all the facts, but the misconception
arose from the fact that the resolution passed
merely authorized them to examine and repors
on the claims of the society. .

M:. MCLELAN said that he had been ou the
committee last year, and knew that a number
of days bad been then spent in hearing evid-
ence,and in listeninﬁ to the statemeuts of gen-
tlemen supporting the bills and of tiis Lordship
the Bishop. Frowm the information thus gather-
ed he had been disposed to report favorably on
the Onslow and Horton billa, but some gentle-
men thought it better that a thorough investi-
gation should be had,and to this view be had
yielded entertaiving no idea that the repors
would be a statewent ot ove side of the case.

Mr. BLACKWOOD said that his views were
the same as those of the last spenker. From
the information before the conmittee he bad
felt disposed to graut the prayer of those pe-
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titioning for the sale of the lands, but subse-
quently gave way to the views of those who
were in favour of having the whole question
closed up by the labours of commissioners.—
The report, however, presented nothing like
the information that the commi'tee had acquir-
ed from hearing the statements of a number of
parties, who had come from a distance avd re-
mained in town during the investigation. If
the House could be putin possession of that in-
formation there would be no difficulty in arriv-
ing at & decision.

. 8. CAMPBELL said that the commission
had evidently performed their duty in accord-
ance with what they believed were the instruc-
tions of the report of the committee of the
House.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL expressed: his
opinion that the committee should have gone
more fully into the investigation of the subject
referred to them.

Mr. LONGLEY 8aid that there appeared to have
heen an examination of one side only, and the
House should be very carefal not to do any-
thing that would agpear to be in acquiescence
with the report of the commission. The ques-
tion at issue was one of much interest to the
people at large, and should be carefully con-
sidered.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said that it
appeared to him the commissioners, in dealing
ing with the subject, decided a principle in the
first place—that where the Society had estab-
lished a school they where entitled to the land.
Having established this principle, they then
enquired to what extent it could be applied to
the cases before them.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that even by
the showing of the report, some of these lands
had lapsed, and it was a subject of important
enquiry what was to be done with them, It
was not stated whether any value was derived
from these teachers. In the opinion of the
commission the teacher might be in the district
for three days only, in order to give them a ti-
tle to the lJands. In one of the localities refer-
ed to they did not profess to have a teacher,
yet they declared that they exercised some
species of control, and therefore their title
would hold good. The question should be fully
examined.

Mr, KAULBACK said that he had been a
member of the committee last year, but, in con-
sequence of the many matters before them,
they had been unable to give that attention to
the subject thas its importance demanded. He
thought, under all the circumstances, the ques-
tion should be submitted for complete investi-
gation to a committee outside of the House
altogether.

It was decided to allow the report to lis on
the table for the present.

MISCELLAKEOUS.

Hon ATTY. GENL. laid on the table corres-
dence relative to the appointment of Capt.
ardy, R. A, as Inspecting Kield Officer.
MrG.J .CAMPBELL presented'a petition from
the inbhabitants of Liverpool and Brooklyn for
the continuance of the in.nt towards a wharf,
Hon ATTY. GENL. laid on the table corres-
pondence relative to Militia Accoutrements,&e.
Mr. PARRER thought we were drifting into
large expense in gonnection with Militia mat-
ters, and spoke of the efficiency of Col. Laurie:

That gentleman had settied down in thisc¢oun-
try and had, therefore, uliar claims apon
us, He alluded also to the accoutrements sent
out, and thought that they should have been of
a better character. He spoke of the great ne-
cessity that existed for making the Militia ofti-
cers as perfect in their drill as possible, and ad-
ded, that the adjutants while in Halifax should
have been learning barrack duty instead of
skulking about town so much.

Mr. BLACEWOOD showed that the adjutants
must be largely out of pocket for their expenses.

The report was referred to the co ttee on
Militia.

-Houn. PROV. BRCRETARY laid on the table
cnfies of despaiclies relative to inspection of
prisons.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL reported, in part,from
the Committee on Printing and Reporting,
stating that the committee had unanimously
accepted a coutinuance of Mr, Bourinot's con-
tract under the same terms as existed for the
past two sessions. The report was adopted.

4 The House then adjourned till 3 o’clock next
ay.

TUEsDAY, March 6th, 1866. -
The house met at 3 o’clock.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from the
Way Office Keeper of Port Richmond, in the
County of Richmond, asking an increase of
salary. He said that this officer had to make
up a tri-weekly mail, for which he received
only the sum of §8.

Also a petition asking an increase to the ex-
tent of $50 to the pension of Wm. Oraig, for-
merly letter carrier, whoss claims he urged
upon the government,

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented a petition from
the inhabitants of the distrigt of 8t. Mary’s,
in the County of Gaysboro, asking a change in
the Education law,—referred to Gommittee on
Education.

Also a petition from inhabitants of Sher-
brooke, asking a special grant for a bridge
across St. Mary’s River.

MR. BOURINOT introduced a bill to amend
chapter 147 of the Revised Statues, *“ Of petty
offences, trespasies, and assauits.”” He ex-
plained that the object of the bill was to auth-
orize the infligtion of imprisonment instead of
a fine for some offences. Also abill to amend
chapter 128 of the Revised Btatutes * Of the
Jurlsdiction of Justices of the Péace in Civil
Cases,” This bill, he said, was. designed to
effect an alteration in the mode of service of
summons, making service upon a member of
the fawily of the person snmmoned sufficient.

Mr. MILLER said he thought thas  the latter
bill would have a very injurious operatien.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that when the statutes
were being revised the house rufused to make
such an amendment of the law.

Mr. BOURINOT sald that these bills were in-
troduced by desire of some of his constituents.
Ou the sscond reading the principal could be
digcussed more appro&rhto y.

Hon. PROV. SEC. laid on the table a copy of
a8 lci\'cnlax' relatiog to Chillidn and Spanish

rizes.
P CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Mr. TOBIN introduced a bl to incorporate
the Nova Scotian Ohamber of Commerce. He

-



48 DEBATES AND

- PROCEEDINGS

said that a circnlar was received from the
Board of Trade of Detroit, in March, 1865, di-
rected to the President of the Board of Trade
of Nova Scotia, but no such institution being
in existence the letter was sent to the Pro-
vincial Secretary who handed it to Mr. Kin-
near. That geutleman consulted bis brother
merchants, who, at a meeting subsequentiy
held, adopted a resolution to organise & Cham-
ber of Cowinerce, 130 members enrolling their
nanes—adopting a8 the entravce fee &5, and
the annunal subscription $5. The Chawber
theo, he saild, appointed delegates to the De-
troit Convention, with the influence of which
upon the legislation of the United States
members were well acquainted; it being well
known that Hon. Mr. Howe, when the Con-
vention was about to close, addressed it with
such great ability that although the proposi-
tion for a continuance of the treaty was ex-
ceedingly unpopular before, a resolution was
ed in favour of ita remewal. The bill, he
said, contained a clause providing that ditfer-
ences arising between members of the Cham-
ber could be referred to the Committee of
-Arbitration. The biil was read a first time.

PETITIONS.

Mr. WHITMAN presented a petitton from the
Polst.ma.ster of Wilmot asking an increase of
salary.

Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition on a
subject, which he said was of great importance,
viz: the building of a breakwater at Margaree.

Mr, BALCAM presented a petition for the
erection of a light house at Green Island in
Country Harbour, and urged the matter upon
the consideration of the government.

Mr. ANNAND, in reference to this petition,
said that at no place was a light house more
needed than at this locality, There were
twelve iight houses between Sambro and Cape
Sable, while in the opposite direction, between
Sambro and Cape Capso, the distance being
equal, there were but three. The light asked
for was greatly needed for the safety of the
open passage, and its erectior had been strong-
recommended.

Hon. Prov. 8EC. said he wonld take this
opportunity of remarking that it would be
very desirable, in cage the prayer of the peti-
tion should be granted, to change the name of
the island, for great inconvenience had been
experienced in having light houses erected
upon different islands of the same name, and
great embarassment had been caused to navi-
gation,

THR PICTOU RAILWAY,

Mz. MCLELAN enquired whether there
were any plans of bridges or of the line of the
Pictou Railway to which members ocould
obtain access.

HoON. PROV. SECRETARY promised to make
euﬁuir{on the subject.

R. LOCKE suggested that in the absence of
Mr. Killam, who took a deep interest in the
discussion of matters relating to our Railways,
the debate on the Picton Railway be postponed
until Thursday, the 16th inst.

HoON. PrROV. SECRETARY desired that gen-
tlemen of the Opposition would consult their
own convenience in appointing a day for the
debate. The reason given for the rlpstpono-,
ment did not bowever commend itself to him,
for he thought the House scarcely acted with

respect to itself in declining to proceed with
the public business on the ground of the vo-
luntary absence of the hon., member for Yar-
mouth. .

Mr. LOCKE replied that there might be re-
quired for the consideration of the gquestion
some inforreation beside what the Govern-,
ment could farnish.

Mr. ARCHIBALD assented to the postpone
ment, B

PETITIONS.

Mr. ANNAND prescuted a petition from the
inhabitants of Tuft’s Cove in the County of
Balifax, asking aid in conneetion with the es-
tablishment of & school. He said that the ef-
forts of the petitionera had resulted in the
raising of the sum of $120 towards the erection
of a school house, leaving the sum of $160 still
due, and they had been unable to obtain this
balauce by loan or otherwise.

HON. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said there
was no doubt that the subject of the petition
was & very important one. A great difficulty
in bringing the Education Acts into operation
had been the large amount that lo-
calities had to raise to ,provide school
accomodation. The law of last session en-
abling the Trustees to borrow a portion of the
required funds had given a good deal of relief,
bat it did not apply a remedy to a case of this
kind where the trustees could find no one wil-
ling to lend.

BILLS,

The honse then went into Committee on
Bills and passed the bill to incorporate the
New York and Cape Breton Coal Company,
the bill to incorporate the Collins’ Coal Com-
puny, the bill to amend the Act to incorporate
the International Coal and Railway Com-
pany, and acts in amendment thereof, and
the bill to amend the Act incorporating
the Boston and Bridgeport Coal Mining
Company, with amendments, and the bill
to incorporate Acadia Lodge of Freemasons,
at Pugwash, with amendments. The Com-
mittee adjourned and reported.

* Mr. ARCHIBALD introduced a bill to amend
and consolidate the laws relating to lunacy.

RECIPROCITY TREATY

Hon. ATTY. GEN. laid on the table copies of
correspondence and documents connected
with the Reciprocity Treaty, baving reference
to the meeting of gentiemen representing the
various Provincial governments at Quebec,

Also in connection therewith minates and
proecedings of the government of Canada,
despatches relating to the mission t0 Wash-
ton, ete.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. 8aid: In submitting these
papers to the notice of the house, I desire to
give a few. explanations in reference to the
action taken by the government, and the rea-
sons inducing them to entertain the request
embodied in these documents made.in De-
cember last asking the government to join in
a delegation to Washington. It may not be
generally known that in November last a de-
putation from the Canadian government, con-
sisting of the Finance Minister and the Post-
master General of that country visited Wash-
ton. - After arriving in that city and commu-
nicating with the British Ambassador, and as-
certaining from the public authorities that
though the probabilities were that the Ameri-
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can government would not engage in mea-
sures for the renewal of the treaty, yet
that something might be accomplished by
legislation, these gemtleweun returned and
the resuits of rtheir eaquiries being
made known to the Goverument, a Mi-
nute of Council relating to the matter was
adopted. That Minute founded on the Report
of the delegates sets forth the abseunce of prob-
ability of treaty arrangements being effected,
but states that inasmuch as a remedy could
not be afforded by concurrent legislation in
time for the 17th of March it was supposed,
that by communication with the Awmerican
Jungress means might be adopted by which
Coogress and the Government of the United
States would postpone the operation of the no-
tice of the termination of the Treaty for a year.
Upon the reading of this document it will be
sean therefore that the object of the missiou to
‘Washiogton was two-fold; first to ascertain
whether an agreemeut could be come to, on
the faith ot which the Governmeut of the Uni-
ted States would withdraw the notice for a
year or suspeud its operation for that time,
and second to ascertain whether some of the
subjects forming the substance of the treaty
could not be arranged by mutual legislation.
It was believed that though some of those
subjects were fit only for treaty arrangements,
sonie of them could be dealt with in the way
mentioned, as for ingtance matters relating to
the transit trade and the warehousing of goods.
The ohject in asking for delay was to ascer-
tain whether some satisfactory agreement
could be come to for the present, and to ascer-
tain whether there might be harmony of action
between the Governments of the different
conutries. In thiz state of affaira the Admi-
nistrator of the Goveroment of Canada ad-
dressed to Sir W. F. Williams a despatch co-
vering the minute of Council to which I have
referred, and these documents were received
by the Government of Nova Scotia in the lat-
ter partof Decewmber or the early part of Janu-
ary last. Eurertaining the liveliest feelingsin
favour of some arrangements being effected
and this request being made, the government
felt they bad - but one course of action
to pursue. If they declined to accede
to the request of Canada and failure had
resulted, they would have been fairly
open to blame for not endeavouring to obtain
some modification, or they might be censured
for the entire abrogation of the treaty. In that
position, and having little time for delibera-
tion, and knowing that by the 3rd of January
the delegates would leave Canada, the govern-
ment decided to weet, by & representation con-
sisting of one of its members, the gentlemen
appoiated ou the part of Canada, having firss
ascertained that it was the inteution of New
Brunswick algso to send a representative for
the same purposs. That course having been
agreed on, my colleague and friend the leader
of the government was requestsd to take on
himself the duty of the mission; but unfortu-
nately he was preveated by illness from ac-
quiescing, and I, having been requested to
take his place, had the honor of performing
these services. [immediately took my depart-
ure, met the other delegates in New York, and
after remaicing there for a gshort time in con-
sultation, we arrived in Washiogton about the
the 13th og the month, and immediately

consulted with the British Ambassador.—
After paying our respects to that officer, we
entered into a very long and satisfactory con-
versation on the whole subject, and learned
from him tbat in the present state of affairs it
would be utterly nseless to attempt to ask a
renewal of the treaty; we suggested, however,
that it might be possible to obtain a suspen-
sion of the operation of the notice, and with his
concurrence we called upon the Secretary
of the Treasury of the TUnited States,
who seemed to adopt favorable views
to the contiouance of negotiations. The
gentleman suggested that the best means
of obtaining the terms we desired would be to
put ourselves into communication with the
Committee of Ways and Means. We werein-
troduced to that committee, detailed the obh-
jects we had in view, and debated with them
all the subjects embraced in the treaty. We
soon ascertained that they were opposed to its
continuance; they alleged that in some res-
pects it was opposed to the policy of their
country and its engagements, and that it
affected treaties which had been enter-
ed into with other countries, by which
those countries had a right to be
admitted upon the like favourable terms.
‘We were prepared to wect that difficulty; and
inasmuch as the articles in the free list were
not such a8 came from any of these couutries,
we suggested that that obatacle could be over-
come by including in special or general terms
the countries with which those treaties exist-
ed. The constitutionality of the question and
of this mode of dealing with it as being & usur-
pation of the powers of Coogress, was also de-
bated. The committee said that the continu-
ance of the treaty hampered their action when
dealing with the internal taxation, because a
cry was raised by their own producers, who
were taxed on their capital and on their pro-
ductions, while our articlcs were imported du-
ty free. These objections were not without
some force, and in debating them we suggest-
ed means wherebhy the producers would be on
an equitable footing, and reminded theni that
if Congress passed, and the government rati-
fied the treavy, no power could call its authority
in question. These difficulties appeared to be
thus overcome, but we felt that there weredeep
objections oun the minds of the committee
to the continuance, and that it .was useless to
debate matters further. In view of the grea:
interests at s*ake, and knowing that the trade
relations of thirty millions of people were in-
volved, we felt we would not be dolog our
duty if we left any stone unturned by which
the comnittee could be brought to view favor-
ably propositions for reciproocal free trade.
Wae debated the matter for two or three days,
and after obtaining a favourable hearing we
were in expectation of receiviog propositions
as we could fairly consider, but I must say all
of us felt very much grieved and disapprin:-
ed on receiving the document which has been
published. Having arrived at that stage of
the proceedings, we felt we would not be con-
sulting the true interests of those whom we
represented were we to entertain the propo-
sals, and we therefore, after declining to take
them into consideration, broke up the negocia-
tions. Wesubsequently had another interview
with the Becretary of the Treasury,and upon
explaining to him tke. differences that had
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arisen, he recommended that we should remain
for a foew days in Washin, in hopes that
something might be dond. - We told him in
reply that we feared such a courss would be
of no service, that thre Committes, seewing to
have coma to & séttled determination, our fur- |
ther presencs would B¢ objectionable, and we
believed we would mot only be oonaufsing our
own feelings, bus the interests of all parties, by
leaving the remainder of the matter in their
hands. Having made these explanatious, [
beg to bring these documeuts to the meorice of
the House. .
CATTLE DISEASE.

Mr. HiLL enmguired of the government
whether any steps liad been taken for the pre-
vention ef the ¢attle disease. He thought the
importance of ¢his subject could not be over-
rated. The papers artiving from the old
country were filled with the discussion of the
subject, and, looking at the number of cattle
owned in the Provinkce, beiag over 262,000 and
the great rate of mortality where the disease
prevailed, that rkte :belmg about 10600 per
week, the. necessity of vaking some steps
would be percstved. .- :

HoXN. PrOV. SECRETARY replied that the
subject was ynderjthe consideration of the Go-
vernment, and that It ‘whs their intention to
introduce a bill relating td ic. :

Mr. ARCEIBALD remsiked that there being
scarcely any importativas of live cattle or of
hides into the country; the danger did not seem
imminent; but ke thouglit it would be well, ne-
vertheless, to arm fhe:Government with the
powers uenos:a todesl with any emergency.

Mr. HLL shat some such step was ne-
cessary in view of the fact that the dissase
might be.dmported frowi the United Brates.

HON. ATTY. GENERAL said that in the early
part of the session of the Uaited States Con-
gress an act wss passed prohibiting the impor-
tation of cattle from any country,and the wea-
sure having the eflect of ivterrupting & portion
of the trade with ceuntries where the disease:
did pot_exfist, thé' mgtter was brought to the'
notice of the American Governmentand there-
upon the léw  was 80 modified as to véat the
power of making the necessary régutations in
the Government. While the delegates were
in Washington, it havibg come to the notice of
the authorities that hides were being imported,
these articlea weré put in quarantine, and it

was made comptlsory that even the cows car- |

ried in the steamers should be slaughtered on
their arrival. - Po#sibly it wouald only be ne-
cessary to ﬁ:tallmils impotted in quarantine
until the d ‘'would bave time to magifest
itself, but in the Btdtds it did ot appedr to'be
known whether ‘the ten or twelve days pas-
sage across the Atlantic was a syfficlent tajse
of :ime to
not. ] o

Mr. ARCEIBALD, sfter referting to the vari-
ous modes Yy which :the disbase was intro-
duced, expreswsd hinigel® ih favotir of arwing
the government with' aldiess arbiraty yiower
to deal witbsany difieulty that might ariee.

" Hon.Mr. MCFARLANE safd that” thié clover
the investigation was that’had beéen gven fo
the subject,the less able wers scienitfic men
to form an opinion on tue d[ué‘&e. It appenr-
ed incurable, and.the expe&]eg adopited were
80 extrende &8 net only to réguire that the in-
fected animal should be killed, but alxo the
whole herd with which it had associated.

'8ot 80 b

prove thq existbooe ¢f the disease or’

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that owing to the
promptand vigorous measures taken in France
the disease appeared to have been crushed out
in that country, while the effort had failed in
Eogland, notwithstanding the sacrifices that
had been made.

Mr, DONALD FRASER said he was very glad
that the subject had been brought to the ro-
tice of the house;—there wxs no species of pro-
perty nyou which the ple of this -conntry

gh a valuse as their stock, and the in-
troduction of the disesgse would be a great ca-
lamity. He abserved that the government of
thé United Statés and Canada had adopted all
the safeguards in their power, and if the legis-
1atare bere could adopt any measures to the
same end, it was exceedingly desirable that it
should do so. He hopeil svihe steps would be
promptly taken, ‘

Mr. TOBIN aard he was not awnre of there
being any importation,of caitle to this country
except for the im‘grovemen; of stock, and the
importation of hidés and horns was also very
small. It appeared from the reports touching
the matter in Ed%lm\d that the disease had
bafied all the skill that bad been brought to
bear on it. It was an extraordinary fact that
no number of persons en‘[)x;:ged in the investi-
gation had agreed as to the minner of its in-
troduction into England; and hé saw another
singnlar fact stated, namely, that the fox-
hounds engaged in bunting had been the
%eans of cnrr?’inz_the'infectiou into counties.

he,Indiscriminate slaughter of the cattle, be
observed, was very tamch dondemned. He was
10 alafmist, ahd did not thitk there was any
immediate dapger of the fntroduction of the
disensé into this Province, but he thoughy it
would He well to give the government powes
to' preveént importation of oattle or horses from -
any country where the' pest should ‘make its
appearance. o

: MISCELLANFOUS. ‘

Hon:. PrROV. SEC. Iaid on the table the re-'
port of the Board of Works. Reférred to com-
mittee an Public Accounts,

Also a letter addressed to the government by
the Becretary of the Board of BehooY Commix-
sioners for the city of Malifax in relation to the
Halifax Grammar Schoo). }

Mr. ANNAND prerentéd & petition from Jed-
dore asking such an alteration of the Educa-

tion Act an to sithstitute asscssment for voluc-

tary subscription, © # .
‘Xlso, n pqgtioﬂ froin Wavetly in relation to

poll tax, .
Also, & petltion from Waverly asking the
substiturion of & Post’ Office for the Way Of-
fice, " He reémarked that 15000 letters bad
passed t.llfo\xgsh,ﬁﬁs ofiité during the past year,
Hon. MY, SHANNOYX' presented a petition
from St. Margaret’s Biy on the subject of mig-
cation, asking the rubstitution of assessment
for voluntary subscripiion.

- Mr. 8. CANTBELY, presénted a pétition from
Port Mulgrave for the alteration of & mail
routs. : .

Also, a petition froni the Postmaster of Cape
Ounso for an inerease of splary., e
© COAL MINING LEASES' '
“HOX. ATT'Y GENERAL siid b Wishedl to
resent a petition trom Colonel Sigelair, in re-
ation ta & shbject of great importance. The
petition, he sald, detailed several circum-
stances which would bring to the notice of the

&
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House the fact that there was a provision in
--all the. coal.-mining leases. for; their terminw-

tion in, the yw:lsé. and the injuriags: opera-
tion of this provision in preventing the invest-

‘ment of British ‘capital im our mines. The

patitioner bad besn_engaged in mining opara-
tioirs near Sydney, Cape Bretou, and had vailp
artangementy for. obraiving the necessary capi-
ral in England; all the preliminaries bad been
sertled, bus when the watter was referred to.
solicitors for their investigation, they reported
that the lime was 80 short that they couid not
advise the ipvestment, = It would be ftor the

House to view these circumstances and to oon-

sider their bearing upon the developmeat of
ouar mining resources, and :if the time were so
short that British capital could not be em-
- ployed, it would be for the Honse to consider
whether it would be politic to extend the
- period of those Jeases. It was a gnestion upon
which.his own mind was not entizely made up

. and was ove that. shoyld receive careful cou-
sideration, as it affected. to & vary large extent
the futurs interesis of the cowmtry.

Mr. ARcHiBALD: said that the wmatter was
one of very great copsequenca, The first dif-
ficulty to be encountersd would .be the fact
that there oould be, yo extension of the leasss
without an extension of those held by the
General Miving Assoclation. . .

Hon. PrOV. SEC. 8aid it would be very astis-
factory %o have an expression of ppiniom on
the question from membera genexally, with .
view to elicit which he suggested shat the
petition lie on ghe table for the present, and
that a discussion might be bm“f $ on when
the motien to refer it was. made. It . wes.a
subject of immense maguitude, and. it was
cieacly the polioy of the legislature to do all in
its power to aid in the developmant of the|
country’s resources, He confeased that when
the oaqrrespondence was first submitted ta his.

:r.tmo hi.bft. h:‘glﬂbee:i am;nshs“ha;p
1 0, P & Cart review ne come
que{ t.h’at.,itoamuld roceive a . ocareful consi-

deration from the house. The:legialature had.

h;}{lt_he s:‘;isfwﬁion oit?aing n‘mch labourand.
skill introduced. the mining enterprises,
bus hadid not nesd to remingd. the bonss that

the great proportiva of thas onpital ayd skilli
was American, However satisfactory tais-
wight boh:nd he was delighted to..sea- QRe
tarprise, he would much rather see am infu-
sion of hdtiah -oapital, and {f it were. found
that the exmlm{ egislation on the subject
tended.to cheok 1t, the gquestien would , arise
whether it would .not be prudent to make.an
extension of the period. It waa.well kmown
thas in Eogland nothing was talked of but a
hivety-nine yoars leage, and therefora when
negotiations  came 0. be . opened. with
capitalists for an..investmens .in a twen.
ty years leass, two _er .three, years of
which would be required to orgenize and make
the pre Ty. AITANgEOMEntS, . leaving but
-fourteen or fif years to run, it was patural
. ?gqh%l&d shriak bagk. . He waa quith aatie-

L Lhgt. . Wad 10, B ¥ for eny such
-hesitation- with tha. law as it was, napi.
talists. wauld be quite safs in. inveasing ia mi-
niag aperations, for ha: waa gonfident that

‘wehatever BRRLY might, coonpy. the acata of Whe:
1 "bw&\i.lnble viov‘%wlh
B Of, those whe

. ROvernment,
. mkon of..the pe: d em-
. barked their resources in these enterprises. .

Mr, Anelixfpgx&. s;.ld, ini:{axiznce to '}2?1 in-
trodaggm. 3 capital; it sppeared to-
him that that was not the souroe from which-
inveatments might be expected to dsvelop our
resources;. theras were encum about
their. machinery tha: were inoconsistent with
the pature of the nundertaking: The best inte-
rests of our mining trade, he thohght, were
concerned.in Amerioan :papital, and specula--
wrs io the United States had this advantage-
that their country sfforded a market for coal
they raised. J. was well kmown that since
our mines had been obtained for the posses-
sion of the Gemeral Mining Association very
rapid strides had been made. The timie, how--
sver, he said was advancing; the perfed of the-
leasus was growing shorter, and if capitalists.
now were indisposed % invest, how great
. would be the difficulty ina faw years hence..
1, was therefore becoming nedessary to review
tha. poliey of the couutry, thongh that policy
should not ba alterad without a careful consi--
deration of the results . likely to follow. He-
suggested that instead of ¢iscussing the ques-
tion in the manner proposed, the. house go in-
‘to committee.of the whale on the present state-
of the Province, as such a course would be
more dignified. o

HON. ATTY. GENERAL said bis first impres-
sion was_ that_aa there werve.ne detatls there
waa very little for n committee of she whole
to do, but he acquiesoed in the proposition and
promised to bring forwand » resolation on the
following dayjupon the moving of whichithe
H uld go into Committes, = -

Mn. TOBIN said. that the resultsof Col.
ySianlair's endeavors tq obtain the eo-operation

- Byitish . capitatista did surp! him.
hen the sum 1o he iave and the works to
be nndertaken—ihe railroads, shafts, and tram-
roads—were tsken  into. consideration, the
answer glven would be.seen ta be anly what
mciﬁm have bean expected whan the unexpired
f‘ od of the-laaesa were %0 short. Although
i wbmvuﬁﬂ ,,h:,re wﬁa: there 5’0\\:(%‘ be very
.9 on W ¥ renewal, yet persons
A?t werg-not able to Judge of the probabil-
ities, an®would noet he disposed to, engage in
the enﬁerg;ise without gome. further guaran-
tee than they possested. It was therefors ne-
90| hl'y to,»?‘e‘sl, v‘nﬁ ttl;:%vuﬁnn iha lib"%l
apirit,—capital, might: bae ntageausly ob-
talned in ngland,‘he thdnght? for mining un-
d,uhkiu{i but England wes.not onr market,
and the Unpited Stetes mwst be Jooked to for
=“.‘°~:Kn§“ml’ﬁ°n- ‘
o

o e o e it e o
to impress npop can.. % the fac
that mfw;‘n)locil.be,no diffioulty. in obtaining
a renewsl of the leases, bus, it was not.so easy

‘o impress that fact uponognu.
Thephouse then adjomrned until next day.
Wznims“DAg‘.Msrch 7. 1866.
- " PETITIONS. T
Mr. BoURINOT prassated: & petition from the
inhabitants of Lonisbarg: for additional
-naail communiostion.: i
. Adso=~A petition feom the merchants and

others of Cow Bay Mines: for inoresge of ths

sadncy of the Pestmaster; and for the extension

;:t‘:lt;:tha,nonv Ordai'aystem to the Post Office
ere.

Also—A petition from the merchants and
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i ; B2 R AT,
others, engnqed in miniag st Bridgeport Mines,:
for the establishment of a Way Office.
Also—A petition fromn James Lamey, pray-
ing. for redreas in ‘consequence of a tract of
1and having been granted to another, to which
tha petitioner had the best and most rightful
claim. R ;
: MILITIA AFFAIRS.

Mr. PARKER s8aid he wished to call the.notice
of the Houss and of the Reporter especially to
the rernarks made by him in reference to this
service. He said he had been represented as
siying that “the Adjutants should have heen
learning barrack duty instead of skulking
about" ‘so' much?’ He had intended to
Ixpress the opinion: that these officers should
have been learning this daty, while receiving
‘the ordinary instructions, believing both bran-
whes of duty necessary to make a soldier, and
wma had aldo allnded to tent duty when the sea-
3y permitted. - He did not wish however, to

- .ye understood as saying that the young men
30 engaged néglected their duty—he believed
™28y 'Were a8 attentive as could be desired.

Hon. Prov. BEC. said he was glad that this
axplanation had beer given, because he had
1derstood the hon. gentleman to use precise-
1y the langunage reg;)md, altbough he thought
he Liad not weant to eonvey the impression that
‘had;been ¢rented. - The fact that nothing of the
kind had been {ntended ' would now go to the
eountry, and justice would be done to those o'
whotn the allusion was made. In refererce t¥

the Reporting, he was satisfied that the fesling

- all round was thiat every éffort was made by the
Reportois to take down as correctly as possible
the sabstance: of what was said. There was

‘somietimes very great difficultyin "“"{‘E what:
was gaid, especially b, ntlemen at the fur
ther portions of the House;—some members

spoke in 80 low a tone that he was frequently
surprised atthe Reporters being able to ascer-
tin the substance of their address. The volume '
- of debates for the two lust Sessions and the
- ainount of: mrremd and published very
far exc the contract made by the Repor-
tor, to- whom in justite he felt bound to maks

thedd remarks. - - B

o PETITIONS. ce :

. MeLOCKE presentad-a petition from James
ﬁ (ay, Way Office Keeper, for increase of
isalary. - . :
.7 1Aleo~a-petition from Shgi.burno relative to
to achool lamnds. -

Mr TOwWNSEND presentéd s petition from
and shipowners' of Yarmouth for a
fog whistle. - He ssid that the fog bell now in
use'was' ot hédand at & ‘distance and much in-
conveniencé had been experienced. - - - -

Also—A patitiot froin trustees of a school
- iR Marmou
wmol‘fuinltnrp&éa oo

A0+
Siking an m gr,nt’i'h aid of a bridge ia the
sounty. - * . - s

Alng—-A petition for an jncresse. of the sals-:
ry of the Postmaster of Yarmoiuth. : :

The hon gentleman strongly urged these.
tigne npon the favorable cousideration of the
Gavernments - R
.. Mr HEFFSRNAN presented -a petition from

jghabitanta of 8t. . Mary’s for a gtant to a bridge |

across West River. L
Mr GOWIE presented a petition from inhabi-
tants of Miltor: asking aid for a bridge.

asking a retuarh of duties paid-on }
lumberers and others.

-

- Mr JAS -FRASER presented a petition for a
Way Office near New Glasgow, in the County
of Pictou. : .

Mr HEBB presented a petition from Andrew
and others for additional nail .accommodation
in Lunenburg County.

Also—A petition for the appointment of La-
Have as a port of entry.

Mr JosrT, in reference to the latter petition,
said that vessels were at present obliged to go
twelve or fourteen miles beyond their destina-
tton for the purpese of entering, and the result
was that a grsas deal of smu(fgﬁng ensued. He
hoped that the petition would be favorably con-
sidered. Referred to Committes on Trade and
Manufactures.

Mr ALLISOXN presented a petition from Green
Tield for aid to build a bridge.

Also, a petition for such amendment of the
chapter of the Revised Statutes rela.t.ings to
Fires and Firewardens as would give the Ses-
sions the power to assess for the value of build-
ings putled down to prevent the spread of a con-
flagration. Mr Allisonobtained leave to bring
in a Bill in accordance with the prayer of this
petition.

PILOTAGE.

Mr DONALD FRASER presented a petition
from merchants, shipowners, and others of Pic-
tou and New Glasgow on the subject of the
laws relating topilots. He said that last year
he presented a similar petition and that the
present one was sigoned by 100 sons, 50 of
whom were shipowners, and igcluding the di-
rectors of three Insurance Companies. He re-
ferred to the recent loss of a wessel at the port
of Pictou as illustrating the injudicious effect
o{ltho present law in léssening the efficiency of

ots. : :
P Mr. MILLER said that this subject had been
before the House for years, and action bad
been takeén on it by che Legislature during the
two past sessions. In 1864, he sald, the exist-
ing Iaw was passed by an overwhelming majo-
rity, and in 1865 it was retained by a vote of 33
to 12, notwithstanding that the Financial Se-
cretary had urged with his usual ability every
argument that could beadvanced. 'Why should
the interests of forty or fifty shipowners coun-
trol the - avtion of t Legiglature, while
more than a thousand of signatures could
be obtained:to a contrary petition throughout
the country? - There were 300 or 400 shipowners

posed to the alterdtion in Lis county alone.
g‘o th it wrong v:m:ﬂm time of the House
should bb ooeupiéd such a petition. The
dase stated by the hom member on introducing
it proved nothiie unless it -could be said that
no vessels umdér the old aystem had been
wrecked at thé port of*Picton:

Mr. ARCHTBALD ‘said that he had been well
acquainted'skith the ciroumstances of the cave
stated, and they 16d him to the belief thatifthe
law were ned; the t- of Pictou would

4 eome to ba regarded as the most dangerous in

‘the Province. Practionlly, tlie' law was only
:‘p:lk:able to that port, butbe was aware that
‘ground on which the changs was opposed
wis extremely plausible~the inhabitants of
‘Broton felt that they were.either preclud-

pod: Havigating theit own véssels ia entor-
ing the harbotr or else were obliged to pay for
a service they:did not wish performed, hut the
fact was that pilots, by the present system, did

not receive the encouragement necessary to
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maintain their proficiency, and after making
exertions and going out to vessels entering,
their services mnight be declined, and their trou-
ble would bein vain, for though vessels not de-
siring a pilot werae required to display a flag at
five miles distance, yet that signal could not
vary well bediscerned in case of a storm. His
own judgment had gone a long way with the
non member for Richmond last year, but his
views were chaoged to a great extent by facts
which had come to his knowledge since.

Mr. DONALD FRASER, in reply to Mr Miller,
said he had been informed by an old pilot that
there had been no instance known of a vessel
heing lost while in charge of a pilot in entering
or leaving the port of Picton. There was a
great difference between Pictou and other har-
bours, because at that g'ace the pilots were ob-
liged to keep up superior and more expensive
kinds of boats,

Hon. PrROV. SEC. said that the existing regu-
lations senmed to place Pictou in a different
postion from other ports. The question,
whether the effect of such legislation was to in-
terfere with the security of property, wasa
very serieus one. 8o hard was the operation
of the present law that many of the pilots had
sold their boats and engaged in piloting vessels
to and from the Strait of Canso, leaving the
duties to be discharged in a manner not so effi-
cient as the shiping interest required. If these
were the facts, some steps should be taken
either by alteration or repeal of the existing
regulations.

r. MILLER denied the accuracy of tha state-
ment that existing legislation placed the port
of Pictou in different circumstances from those
of any other port. If the proposed alteration
were merely to the effect that the pilotage
should be raised, that might be a matter worthy
of consideration.

Mr D FRASER obtained leave to bring in a
Bill, in accordance with the prayer of the peti-
tion.

PETITIONS.
Mr HiLL presented a petition from the Post
Master of ntsport asking for an increase of
salary.

Mr 8 MCDONNELL presented a petition for
the Post Maater of Mabou asking for an in-
crease of salary.

Also, a petition for the establishment of a
Mouney Order Office at Mabon,

Also, a petition with 435 signatures on the
subiect of Confederation. .

CONFEDERATION.

Mr. ANNAND wishad to ask a guestion of the
government in connection with the subject be-
fore the House. He had seen a paragraph in
the organ of the government, the Coulonist,
which he thonght required an explanation.—
The paragraph alluded to a certain meeting
recentl{ held at Cornwall, knqwn to be repre-
sented by John Sandfield Macdonald, a ‘late
Premier of Canada; without further preface, he
would read the following curious statement
from the paper referred to:—

“ FROM CANADA.—Cornwall, Canada, March

2.—At a public demonstration and dinner to

the members of the Government last nm
speeches were made by Galt, Howland,
donald and Cartier. Macdonald asserted that
the Confederation of the Provinces was now
certain to take place in a few weeks.”

He would attach very little importance to
this declaration if it did not come from a source
like that of the Attorney General West of
Canada, and had not been republished by the
organ of the goverament of Nova 8cotia. It
was & matter of very serious itnport to the peo-
ple of this province when they learned from
such authority that their rights and privileges
were to be swept away without their being con-
sulted. It was time, he thought, to ask the go-
vernment whether they had any informa-
tion on the saubject which might give the House
and country to understand what was meant by
the significant remarks of the Canadian states-
man. He would also like to know whether the
government were prepared to state if Confede-
ration was to take place without consulting the
House or without being referred to the people
of this country.

Hon PrOV BEC’Y 8aid that now he had no
difficalty in believing that there was no prece-
dent—no ordinary rules that could be expected
to measure the scope of the ingenuity of the
hon gentleman who had just addressed the
House. He thought it rather a curious course
for him to ask for an explanation of speeches
made at a public dinoer in angther province.—
The hon gentleman must certainly be attempt-
ing a joke at the expense of the administration
when he propounded such a question, and asked
them to give an explicit answer. He (DrT)
could certainly say that be had no information
that enabled him to state upon what data Mr
Macdonald made such statements as those re-
ferred to. Hehad certainly read these state-
ments with just as much surprise as had the
hon member himself. As respects the position
of the question of Confederation,it was almost
unnecessary to say much to the House. As
every gentleman was aware, it had not at any
time been brought forward as a Government
measure. Inasmuch as the Government had
obtained the services and co-operation of lead-
ing gentlemen of the Opposition, they could
not bring forward the subject in a party as-
pect. Gentlemen who had'held responsible
positions in conection with the party opposed
to that now in power were invited to give their
assistance to the Government in relation to this

‘great question. It was therefore inpossible to

{;reaeut the question except as one in which
oth members of the Government and gentle-
men counsected with the Opposition took a de;g
interest. In that condition the question h
been brought down to the House to be consid-
ered and dealt with in such a manner as it
should direct. Before the ?uesﬁon was brought
up during the session of 1365, circumstances
transpired in the néighboring I'rovince which
gave a new aspect to matters.

The Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick,
in the exercise of his judgment, dissolved the
Legislature, and the resuit was that an over-
whelming number of the gentlemen who were
returned declared themiselves hostile to the
groposed scheme of Union arranged at Quebec.

'hat having taken place, the House would at
once see that the Government of this Province
and the gentlemen interested in the question
found themselves placed in an entirely altered
position. He had no hesitation in saying that
whilst he believed that the acheme of Union as
devised at Quebec was of vast and vital impor-
tance to British North America—and to no por-
tion of it more than to Nova Scotia—yet, under
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existing circumstances, He considered that the
question was in that condition that it could not
be dealt with practically. It was obvious that
whilst New Brunswick assumed such an atti-
tude, Nova Scotia, however favorable to Union,
cotild not atir in the matter. When the Legis-
lature was cabled together on the present occa-
sion, the circumstances that existed last year
still continued, and it would Ye altogether fu-
tile for Nova Scotia to move at present. Shoald
the time come when the question conld be tak-
en up, not ax a hypothetical ineasure, but in a
definite, practical shape, it would be quite time
enough for the Goveroment to declare their
Eolicy. He had never shrunk from expressing

is opinions fully and explicitly whenever this
great guestion had come up. He could not un-
derstand the position of the hon. member for
Eagt Halifax, who declared himself opposed to
the scheme of Union, and yet at the same time
exhibited such a strong anxiety to bring the
question to the notice of the Houve. He could
only hope that the hon. gentleman—and he ar-
gued from his views as propounded elsewlhere
—had seen the error of his ways, and was now
anxious to make all the atonement he could.
He believed, indeed, that that hon. gentleman
had elsewhere gone 80 far as to charge the Go-
vemme\:{ with a dereliction of duty, because
they had not pressed the question on the consi-
deration of the Legislature.

Mr. S. CAMPBELL said that the hon. Provin-
cial Secretary had not given that answer to the
%uestions put to him that was expected of him.

hat hon. gentleman had exercised some in-
genuity in agserting that the statement in ques-
tion was an after-dinner speech, and that
therefore there was no reliance to be placed
upou it.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said that he
would be very 8orry to charge the members of
any Administration with making statements
in which no reliance could be placed.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL went on to say that the
Provincial Secretary had certainly said that it
was an after-dinner speech; but did notevery-
body know that the British Colonist, the organ
of the Government, had republished the state-
ment. But not ouly did the Canadian states-
man in question make the speech, but there
was a nuinber of other prominent public men
of Canada present who apparently endonrsed
the statement. The old adage said, In vino
veritas; and we might therefore fairly assume
that the gentleman who spoke under such in-
fluences spoke the truth. On the other hand,
it might ba considered a legitimate argument
against union with Canada if we were told that
its public men were persons of such a charac-
ter that no reliance could be placed on their
statements. He could not understand the ar-
gument of the Provincial Secretary in respect
to New Brunswick, What had that Province
to do with Nova Scotia? We were able to at-
tend to our own affairs, independent of the ac-
tion of any other Colony. He would notdwell
further on the subject at present, except to say
that the Provincial Secretary had not given an
answer to the question put to bim by the hon.
member for East Halifax, namely—Whether it
was the intention of the Government to force
the measure upon the House and country, with-
out an appeal to the people? Until that ques-

tion was answered, the House must believe
that there was something in the significant

sii’gtement made by the Hon. John A. Macdon-
ald.

Hon. PROV, SECRETARY gfaid that he was
glad that the bon. member for Guysboro had
called his attention to a question which he had
forgotten to answer, He wauld without hesi-
tation say that the Government would not be
A party to any action ourside of the Legislature
thar would interfers with the constitution of
the country.

Mr. ANNAXD said that the Provineial Secre-
tary had sat dowun without answering the
question put to himm—whether any attemnpt
would be made to obtain Confederation without
an appeal to the people. Ou that important
point the hon, gentleman had been entirely
silent, and the House and country would un-
doubtedly understand his reasons. The hou.
gentleman had said that the question of Union
was an open one, and the enguiry naturally
suggested itself, were tbe members of the Ad-
winistration united on the measure or not.
Looking at some of the gentlemen whoye
opinions he (Mr. A.) knew pretty well, he be-
lieved that they were not unanimous. On the
other hand, looking at the records to be found
in the Assembly, he would be inclined to sav
that they were unanimous. He would now
ask the Provincial Secretary to explain the
fact, that he had not earried out the pledge he
had made to his colleagues at Quebec—that he
would submit this question to the House and
country. Tha spirited gentleman, who was re-
cently Premier of New Brunswick, put the
question to the people of that Province, and
reteemed bis pledge. The guestion had been
submitted for consideration in P. E. Island, and
in Newfoundland.—The Gov. of the latter Pro-
vince had shown he was bound to submit the
question irrespective of his advisers. How was
it that the Government of Nova Scotia occupied
a position 8o very different? He thought that
the Provincial Secretary was shirking the
question when he should deal with it manfully
—be prepared to stand or fall upon it.

Hon ATTORNEY GENERALreplied that when
he bad read the statement in question, he con-
sidered thas the governmsent of this country
had very little responsibility in connection .
with Confederation. In view, however, of all
that the hon. member for East Halifax had ex-
mssed elsewhere in respsct to Hon. J. A.

cdonald, it was very rewmarkable that he
should now be prepared to attach the slightest
crggence to anything that hon. gentleman had
said.

He (Mr. H.) could certainly say that he was
not informed whether the expressions referrad
to were actually madse, or if made, what foun-
dation they had. He had not the slightest idea
what the object was in making these state-
ments which appeared to startle some gentle-
men so exceedingly. It might be supposed
with mach reason that the Attorney General
West had heard a good deal about reported
changes of public sentiment in New Bruns-
wick, aud believed that the Provinces were:
nearer to Confederation than they had been
for the past year. Mr. Macdonald might think
that the Legislature of Nova Sootia, when it
found-that the neighboring Province was read v
to accept union, would consider whether it
shoull not take up the question, and deal with
it practically, He (Mr. H.) was, however, en-
tirely like a man groping in the dark when he
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attempted any explanations for statements of
which he knew really nothing whatever per-
sonally, It was difficult to understand how
the hon. member for Guysboro’ could show the
Houae that this Province might stir in the mat-
ter of union independent of the action of New
Brunswick. A glance at the map, and the
respective geographical positions of the Pro-
vinces of British North America, would be a
sufficient answer to any reasonable man. If
New Brunswick erected a barrier between
Nova Scotia and Canada, we had to wait until
she decided to takeit down. It wassomewhat
amasing o hear the member for East Halifax
complain that the delegates had notcarried out
the pledges made at Quebec. If any pledges
had heen violated the hon. member snrely was
not the proper party to complain. That bon.
gentleman’s policy should be to say nothing as
long a8 he saw the Government were not mov-
ing in respect to a measure to which he pro~
fussed 8o much hostility. No doubt the gentle-
men to whom such pledges wera stated 10 have
been made perfectly understood the position of
this Province—~that as long as New Brunswick
opposed the scheme, it was impracticable. The
question was not a Government one, and with
what fairness then were they asked to decide
upon a policy in the formatiou of which other
gentlemen were entitled toa voice? Theques-
tion of uuion was one concerning the whole
people of Nova Scotia, and could not be treated
in a party aspect.—#®olitical parties were divid-
" ed on the subect; members of the government

were sustaimed by influential gentlemen of the
opposition; and it was therefore impossible to
troat it except as an open question. It was
guite time %o say whetlrer the question shouid
be submitted to the people or not, when it
could come up in a practical skape. That was
an important constitational ¢uestion that
should be decided within the walls of the legis-
lature, and the governwent would be going be-
yond their functions if they interferred with its
decision. The government had no policy on
the subject, and could not come to any decision
upon it uatil the necessity for action arose.

Mr. McLELAX said that no doubt the Provin-
cial Secretary and the Attorney General had
sufficient reason for surprise that the hion mem-
ber for East Halifax should base an enquiry
upon anything that Canadian statesmen might
say. Perhaps these two gentlemen had had an
opportunityof understanding the character and
habits of some of the public wmen of Canada,
and were perfectly well aware what faith was
to be put iu their after-dinner speeches. But
persons who had not thisintimate acquaintance
with the peculiarities of Canadian gentlemen,
naturally felta great deal of astonishment on
reading such annouucements as that in ques-
tion. When such statemwents were ptiblished in
an organ of the men in power it wis high time
for those who valued the rights aud liberties of
the people to make a wmove; and he was there-
tore giad that the hon member for East Hali-
fax had made the enquiry he bad. No doubtit
would be satisfactory to learn that the mem-
bers of the government were ipnorant of any
such arrangewent as tbat intimated by Mr.
John A. Macdonald.

PEVITIONS.

Mr C J CAMPBELL presented the following
petitions:

One from Bedque, asking for a change in a

mail route from Plaister Cove to that town.

One from J 8 McNeil, of Grand Narrows,
asking for an increase of salary as ferryman at
that place.

One from a number of ,inhabitants of Bede-
que, askiny for a special grant for a new lineof
road from Bedeque River to that town.

One from D Morrison and other inhabitants
of 8t. Aun's, asking for a new line of road.

One fromn M Mciean, ferryman, asking for
an increase of salary.

Owe asking for a grant of money for a road to
Gillis’s Point. :

One from 76 inhabitants of Cape North, com-
plaining of au act passed by the Houce in 1852
in respect to church property.

One frow inhabitants of W’ashahuck, for aid
towards a road.

Mur, 8. MACDONNELL presented two petitions
(similar to rthat presented by Mr Campbell from
Cape North) from River Denuis and frow
Whycocomagh. .

(A bLill on the subject of these petitions has
been introduced.)

Hou. Mr. SKANNON presented a petition,and
introduced a bill, in reference to the Union and
Axe Fire Companies of Halifax; also, the peti-
tion of d. 8. Thompson. Superintendent of Mo-
ney Order Otlice, Halifax, for an increase of sa-

ary.

Mr. 8. MACDONNELL introduced an act to
incorporate the Strait of Canso Marine Railway
Cowpany.

Mr. PRYOR introduced a bill to incorporate
the Merigomish Coal Mining Company; also
presented a petition from J. Kirby and vinety
others, praying for the substitution of assess-
ment instead of voluntary subscription forthe
support of schools. .

Mr.- MCKAY presented a petition from 300
poersons of West Pictou, asking that the Gov-
ernment depute an engineer to lay off a certain
line of road.

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petition from the
inhabitants of Annapolis, liviag in the vicinity
of Paradise, asking the Legislature to empower
the sessions to 1ay off a certain space of land
for the purpose of a public Janding. He urged
the clains of the petitions to fuvorable cousi-
deration.

Mr. BALCAM presented a petition from Ecum
Secuwn River, between Guysboro” and Kast
Halifax,in reference to a line of road.

.HOSPITAL FOR INSAXNE.

Hon. Prov. SeCy. laid on the table the an-
nual report of the Medical Superintendent of
the Hospital for the Insane. He stated that
the number of admissions bas been forty-six, or
the sate as in the previous year, The applica-
tions bave Leen far beyond the power to re-
ceive. Fifty were discharged, of whomn no less
than fifty-eight were restored. Tbe centre
building and north wing are under contract,
aud the work is being vigorously forwarded.
Accomodation will be given for ninety addi-
tional patients. The necessity for enlargewent
was universally acknowledged. A new coal
shed (wuch required) has been built near the
boiler liouse; the grounds have beenimproved,
and additioual land brought under culsivation.
An importavt drain has been counstructed into
the harbor, and a new road made. The con-
tract price of beef, flour, &c., bas been higher
than usual, causing an advance in the cost of
maintenance; the present average for provi-
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sions is £55.04 .per aacum per patient. The ex-

Fense for attendance, however, is lower than |,
a

st year. -Taking both items together, the ex-
cess over 1864 is at the rate for each inmate of
$7.10 per annum. The report contains, for the
firat time, tablea recommended by the Colenial
Secretary fox ?ll colapnial asylums. The statia-
tics compare favorably with the best of these
institutions. .

DELEGATION TO WEST INDIRS, ETC,

Hon. Prov. 8BEC. 1aid on the table acopy of
correspondence relative to foreign trade
and in doing o, stated that his colieague and
himself, when in. Fogland, had called the
attention of the Colonial Minister to the im-
portance of no measures heing taken in refer-
cnce to questions of colonial trade, unless the
Provinces were consulted. The "suhject re-
ceived the favourable consideration of the
Imperial Government, and a despatch was
sent out, in the first instance, to 8ir Frederick
Bruce, directing bim o give every opportunity
to the Provinces 10 eXpress their views iu ;con-
uection with the Reciprocity Treaty. In ovder
to place the goverpments of the Previnces in a
still better position, the Imperial Government
decided to authorise the Governor General to
call togethera ¢lonfederate Council on com-'
mercial matters relative to the Colonies.—
‘Whatever difference of opinion might exist in
respect to a political Union of British North
America, no oné could deny that it was of un-
donbted ad~antage to the Provinées that théy
should be able to deal efliciently with all mat-
ters affecting thefr trade. Acdcondingly the
Governor General called & couficil at Quebéc,
which took up and consfdered the mnost advis-
able course to gltlmme {u reference to the pro-

bable abrogatim of the Reciprocity Treaty—
Among other thq{zs they resolved:—
“ That in the opinfon of this €ouncil, it would

opin
be hﬁhly des}m&q that applicacdion be niadeé to
Her Majesty’s Ymperial Government, réquest-
ing that steps be taken to enable the Britiy
North Américan Provinces to open ceronuni-
cations with the' 'West India Islands, with
Spgaﬁanamye{ Cgoniea, and ;ﬂth Br?z&g md
and Mexted, for the purpose of sscertaining in
what manner the traffic ofthe Provinces ‘with
these countries could be extended, aud placed
on & more adyauntageous footing.” .
The Imperial Government entertained the.
proposal in the moat favourable mannér, and:
authorised the appointment of colonial dele-
gates—not for the purpose of making treaties,
for that would he impossible, but fo visit the
. countries in question, and see whether any
arrangemeént wight not be made for the exten-
sion of colonial trade, A referénce to the sta-
tistics would show that A very large pottion of
the trade between this Province and the United
States had heen a transit trade—that the
articles expotted to the United States bad
been to alatge extent transferred to the coun-
tries referrad to. It was natarally suppo:
that if a trade could he got up direclly with
these countries a'grdat boon would be confer-
red on the Province in case_ of the abrogation
of the Ibedop;oeit&'rremy. He was notable as
yet to lay on’thie table an official report of the
progress that thedélegation was making, but
he was glad to say that the héws he had
already receivéd was of a most encoursging

character. ' -

‘insignificant amount,

 tion had beeu given to the institution
“tion was héing adopred.

THE PENITENTIARY.

"MR. HILL called attention to a great neces-
sity that éxisted for a change io the manage-
ment of the Provincial Penifentiary. The -
want of a system of classification aud other
tmyprovements, was ohvious'to any oue who
visfted that fustitution. Fe had gona thets anit,
geen #mough to show biin that material ciangeés
must be made in its’ internal arrangementi.
The Governor had formed him that there
were na rules whatever for his guidance, anid
that the water h-d sctually to be droughs
to the bnjlding from a long distance.” It was
hopossible, under such circumstances, to pro-
wote cleanlipess and health. A ‘#ystem of
classification had heén proved dy experience
to bm most ndvantageous, and he strougly
urged its adoption. e found that fn New
Bruuswick the receipis from the labor of the

risoners amounted to over $10,000, wherear

n our own institation it waseomparatively an”
In canclusibn, Mr. Hiil
asked the Government whether the Executive
Committea: who weré appointed to take the
report of last session into consideration bad
done anythbing, and if so, whether their report’
waould not be iaid on the table of the House.

HON. ! PROVINCIAL SECRETARY Bajd thar .
the condition of the Penitentiary had been
very different from what could be tesived. A
comuiittee ‘of the Executive Counetl, consist-
ing of the Hoo. Solicitor General and Hou. -
Mr. Bhanooh, had béen engaFed tn examihing

into the condition of the institution, removitg

rome abuses that had pxisvex, and preparing
riiles for ite management. At the outset the
greatest difficulties had been encoatitered, and
while it was verymfor any cotmittee or
any gentleman interestad to draw up a code of
rules apparéntly adapted to the réquiremnants
of the institution, the moment the attempt was
made to put them-ix’'6peration almost insuper-
‘able onbstxcles ardsé, In the firat place, the
discipline bnd been, in past times, so lax, that
the establishment Imd been in a state of rebsl-
Hon ‘since ' the attempt bad been made to
enforce the very xevere rules, as they had -
been considered, which were adopted. ‘fs for
the silence system and thie !wém\of ansitt-
cation, the character of the building und the
atsence of adequate provision, rendered their
adoption impracticable, The attertion of the
Goverpment had been called also to the defi-
ciencty in the suvply ‘of water. An engineer
had been sent down, and mieasutes haq been
taken whicli, it was hoped, would remeédy the
evil. Théa site of the butlding was sach that
great difficulty exist»@ in obtainivg tlie neces-
sary supply, and shis could only be remiedied
by incurring a large expense. He could as-
sure the hon, member that the utmon atten-
atd that
in opera-
The npmbet of:in-
mates had heen largaly incrensed by prlsonery
beings vt theré Ny the militiry ‘anthorities
und by the civic courts, and while a great deal
of improvewent had been recommended and
had ‘been carried out, véry great, and fmdeed
insirmduutable dffﬁcniﬁea!'nxh_t to the ope-
ration of any such system as thas proposed
last 'yesr. The only means by which that
eould he dune would be hy ingurrin a very
large expensé in the extension of the Panlen-

as efficient & system ar could be put
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tiary, and in the increase of attendants. It
was very difficult, where prisoners had enjoy-
ed certain privilegea for a number of years, to
deprive them of these; and hse only felt sur-
prised that 80 large a number of men of such
a character could be kept in centrol so well by
the present number of attendants. The present
Superintendent had doue all in his power, and
had given great dissatisfaction to the prison-
ers by the increased rigor of his discipline.
He said he felt the matter to be one of great
importance, and desired that anything should
be done which it was in the power of the Leg-
islature to do,and was therefore mnot sorry
ibat it had been brought to the notice of the
ouse,

Hon. Mr. SHANNON, as ong of the Executive
Committee said that there was no one thing in
which more earnest endeavors at improve-
ment had been made than in this. The sys-
tem which had been recommended in the re-
port made to the house, was based on the
system in operation in the mother countr{:
one that worked very satisfactorily there,
cause no expense was spared in its perfection,
and also on the system in operation at the
Melville Island military prison. As had been.
said, the building had unot been constructed
with a view to the arrangements which the
mcedern system required. There had also been
no proper arrangemsents for a water supply,
and when the committee investigated the mat-
ter they found that the prisoners were fre-
quently sent out to private property for water
—the only wonder was that they could be
brought back again. The. excellent rules
adopted last session, based on the silence sys-
tem, had been carried out for & time, but the
prisoners had been accustomed to the privilege
of conversation during certain hours of recre-
ation, and the attempt to enforce the new
regulation almost created & mutiny. Nor was
there any mode by which classification could
be accomplished in the present formation of
the building. A code of regulations embody-
ing all the changes that could at present be
effected, had been adopted, and it was at the
}mzard of rebellion that they had been put in

force.

Mr. PARKER 8aid it was to be regretted that
a proper code of rules had not been u;l)regared
before. - When the Committee of the house
had visited the institution things were found
not' in any bettar, but in & worse condition
than in the tErevimw year. No faurlt was to
be found with the Governor, for he was doing
all in his power, but if the recommendations
of last year had been carried out he thought
the result would have been different and the
confusion would have been lessened. Where
all were jamwmed together, as at present, order
could not be preserved, and it was witfx diffi-
culty that the keepers could be distinguished
from the prisoners. The water supply had
been fonund still very defective, and on going
into the shoemaker’s shop it was found that
the most antiquated system was in ration.
He did not see why the inmates co not be
prevented conversing as they did; when the
committee visited the establishment the pris-
oners were at dinner and he was ashamed
to think that in this country wmen were fed
and kept in such a way—some were at the
table, some were on the floor, and . others

scattered abgut. the walls. Every man should

be brought to the table and obtain his proper
allowance in an orderly way. He had visited
a penitentiary in a neighboring province, and
there he found the men neat and clean and
orderly, the machine shops were in the most
creditable coundition, and not a word was
spoken by any of the prisoners, either in work-
ing, in marching, or in eating. He hoped the
time would soon come when a change would
be carrield out.

Mr. HiLL said be could not agree with the .
remark that the classification system could
not be carried out in the present state of the
building, in which he thought no alteration
was requisite excepting to g%ve the prisoners
a proper room for eating in. He did not wish,
in anything he had said, to reflect on the
governor of the establishment, who appeard to
be doing as well as he m_mld under existing
circumstances.

Mr. ROBERTSON said he had declined sign-
ing the report, believing that some of its recom-
mendations could not be carried out, and
koowing that if members of the Government
had been giving their attention to the institn-
tion all summer, they would be ‘much better
prepared to draw up regulations than a com-
mittee of the House, who only visited it once.
He did not think the silence system could be
adopted under present circumstances. The con-
fusion appeared greater this year than the year
before, but that circumstance miﬁtbe owingto
the fact that the prisoners at the time of the
visit were at dinner, and it was not every day,
that they were visited by a parliamentary com-
mittee, In some of the workshops to which"
reference had beenh made, be had found nothing
but what was to be expected, and. he did not
think any great improvement could be carried
out. - There waa one great requisite, however,
which was the separation of a dozon or more
of the worst characters from association with
the others; the effect of the Present confusion
in this respect was that the inmates came out
more perfected in crime than when they were
sent there. All the desired changes could not
be carried out unless another building were
erected, and he thought it high time that the
province had a proper penitentiary,

Mr. McL Mm‘cmu;f{“' tition fo

r. MCLELAXN presented. & petition for a ..
grant to the road between Burke River Settle-
wment and New Annan.

Mr. BLACKwWOOD urged the prtggrr of this
petition upop the favorable consideration of
the Government. :

Mr. ARCHIBALD maved that the report of the
Commissioners relative to School lands be
referred to a cemmittee consisting of Hon.
Attorney General, Hon Mr. Shanunon, Messrs,
McLelan, Blanchard, Lengley, Pryor, and 8,
Campbell. . :

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL presented a
petition from a school section in Antigonishe-
relative to bounds of school lands.

a The House then adjourned to the following .
ay.

THURSDAY, March 8, 1866.
The bouse met at 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS, &C.
Mr. HEFFERNAN presented a petition from, .+
inhabitants of the Igtomls of Gg;eboro' and
the northern part of Manchester,. for aid to-
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make a draw in the bridge over Milford Ha-
ven River, to enable vessels to pass and re-

pass.

Also a petition from W, J. Bigelow, Esq,
and others, asking a apecial grant for the ro:
from the Main Post Road to White Haven, in
Guysboro’ County.

Also a (fetit.ion from inhabitants of Larys
River and Torbay praying for a Way Office
and a new arrangement of postal affairs for
those two settlements.

Also the petition of the inhabitants of Marie
Joseph, Liscomb and Ecumsecum, for aid
to repsfr the road between Liscomb and Ecum-
secum, |
_ Also the petition of the inhabitants of Wine
and Indian Harbours for a sum of money to
repair the road between those Harbours. .

Also the petition of Alex. 8inclair, Esq, and
others asking for aid to repsir the road leading
past the Saw Mill in Goshen.

Mr. BALOAM presented a petition from Tan-
gier for a road from Musquodoboit to that

place.

Also a petition for a road from Ship Har-
bour, to the same place. Also another from
Jeddore on the same subject.

Mr. BOURINOT introduced a bill to incorpo-
rate the Washington Wharf and Harbour
Comphany. )

Mr. CoLiN CAMPBELL rresented a petition
for the special marking of the mail bag for an
island in the county of Digby.

Also a petition from the same place for aid
t0 build a bridge.

LUNENBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Mr. JOST presentéid s-petition from the Eld-
ers and Tristees of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church at Lnuenbn:‘g, asking an amendinent

f the act incorpora ns them, and requested
eave to bring in a bill in accordance with the

prayer. .
| llr ToBIN sald that the original act author-
had been sold, and the trustees asked now
further power to sell other lands without the
consent of the congregation. He read a letter
from the late clergyman of the church, stating
that the trustees. had dismissed him without
ying Kim the arrears of his salary, for which
e was obliged to bring an action ; that, contrary
to the expressed wishes of the congregation,
the trustees defended the suit, and baving fail-
ed in it, and havinﬁ involved themselves in
expense, they now desired to sell the church
roperty, in_order to reimburse themselves.

e requested that the petition lie on the table
for the present, a counter one being in circu-

1ation.

1,:aon. PROV. BSECRETARY thought the usual
course of allowing the bill to be introduced
should be pursued.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the usual course
was pursued when the petition set forth
grounds for the introduction of a bill, but it
was doubtfnl whether the circumstances set
forth in the petition were sufficient.

Mr. JosT said that the trustees only desired

tot;9indemnified for a sum paid to the winister.

Mz. KAUCLBACK urged the adoption of the

asual course, The persons opposed to the
measure had been informed of the intention to
introduce the bill, and every opportunity
would be given for them to express their views
ju the usnal way before the committee.

the aale of certain church property which |

Mr. TOBIN a%a.'m urged his former views re-
marking that the minister had been in charge
of the congregation for twenty years, and that
his statements were eutitled to respect. He
moved that the petition be referred to a special
committee,

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL s8aid that the course usual-
ly pursued when a member stated that a
counter petition was being forwarded was to
allow the petition presented to lie on the table.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. contended that the bill
should be introduced, stating that be had
never known this courtesy refused to a mem-
ber making the request. This course would
not farther the matter, and the merits of the
case conld be investigated by committee more
conveniently.

Mr. ARCHIBALD replied that it was no ques-
tion of courtesy, for courtesy required that the
request for delay of the member opposing the
bill should be granted. The very urgency and
hot haste with which the matter was pressed
indicated a doubt as to the comsideration to
which it was entitled. One very strong cir-
cumstance, he said, that the letter stated, was
that; thesa trustees had been evicted and
others installed in their places,

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL 8ald that the opposi-
tion evinced indicated to his mind a reasor
why leave should be granted. The petition
stated nothing but what would entitle the trus-
vees to a bill and it was well known thatsuch
officers were 80 often leftin the lurch by their
people that it was difficult to get qualified per-
sons to act. He knew nothing of the matter
excapt from hearing of it in the housa, but it
would appear that the trustees had made them-
selves personally liable for a debt which the
con, ation were bound to pay. It was not
the duty of a select Committee to prepare bills
and the introdaction of a bill was usual on the
statement of the applicants only, like the grant-
ing of a rule nisi.

Mr. JosT said that instead of there being
any baste evinced the petition had been de-
layed for a day or two at the request of its op-
ponents and he had presented it then because
the last day for private petitions had arrived.
The clergyman referred to had sued the trus-
tees for £450 and had compromised for £2001s0
that by resisting the claim the congregation
had been largely benefitted.

Hon PrRoV SEC said that in relation to the
time of the house and the transaction of busi-
ness the question was one of importance. He
had been in the house for ten years, and had
never before seen a motion for the first read-
ing of a bill thus opposed. He trusted the gen-
tleman imtroducing the matter would press
his motiorr and that motion would receive his-
:;[)port without his being in any way commit--

to the principle of the measurs. It was a
well established rule that the discussion of the
merits of a bfll should be deferred to the se-
cond reading; ifleave were refused, how could
the cemmitiee deal with the matter? They
would have to go out and report without
knowing what to report ou, and might after-
wards say, ‘“‘if we had kmown that to be the
nature of the bill we would have reported dif-
ferently.” If the practice weve thus adopted
of disonssing a bill at every stage no less than
six debates upon a measdre might arise, and
the time occupied would be such that the Le-
gislature could not get through its labours.
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The only question to be considered at present
was whether the usual course should be
adopted.

r. ARCHIBALD 8aid thatit was well known
that the object of requiring three readings of
every bill was to require the matter to under-
go three investigations, therefore the right to
debate the matter at that stage could not be
denied. The effect of the pressing of the mo-
tion was to force the dlscussion of its merits.
8o far from the invariable practice having been
a8 was represented, he recollected instances in
kis own experience in which the contrary
course was promptly pursued upon such a
statement as that made by the hon member
for Halifax being advanced. If the motion
made by that gentleman were negatived it
could only be done by the leader of the gov-
ernment availing himself of the majority at
his command. .

MR. ToBIN said that nothing which he had
heard had convinced him that the course he
had proposed was improper, and he knew of
its having been adopted on previous occasions.
He contended that the reception of the peti-
tion anad the introduction of the bill would be
an acknowledgement of the principle they
contained. He had intended no discourtesy
in proposing this course, and believed it to
be the most apprcpriate nnder the circum-
stances. .

Hon. ATTY. GENL. 8aid that the decision of
the house on this question would become a
precedent, and gentlemen opposite might ex-
pect that the measure they meted would be
meted to them again, It was undoubtedly the
right of members to discuss a bill at each stage,
but what would the result be if every member
exercised the right?

Mr. JosT said that if the adoption of his
motion would have the effect of shutting out
the opponents of the bill, he would not press
it. Thc introduction of such a bill was the
course advised by the Chief Justice in trying
the cause.

Mr. Tobin’s amendment was negatived, 20
voting for it, and 22 against it. Mr. Jost’s mo-
tion passed, and the blil was introduced and
read a first time.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The bills relative to the New York and Cape
Breton Coal Company, the Collins’ Coal Com-
pany, the Boston and Bridgeport Coal Mining
Company, and Acadia Lodge of Freemasons,

assed their third reading and were sent to the
gislative Conncil.

Dr. HAMILTON presented a petition from
Canning.

Mr. TOWNSERD presented a petition from
Digby County for a grant t¢' build a bridge,
vekiic , he said, would save four miles of tra-
v

Also a petition for the erection of a suitable
building for the Customs Office at Yarmouth.

Mr. ANNAXD introduced a bill to authorize
an assessment in Dartmouth for a sum neces-
sary to obtain a plan.

Also a petition from Lake Egmond on the
m;?:oz of Education.

. TORIN presented a petition from ferry-
men of Point Pleasant and Ferguson’s Cove.
He said that these parties received only $40
. from the Province, and were bound to convey

passengers for seven cents each and to convey
persons unable to pay without charge.

Also a petition from inhabitants of Prospect
for additional mail accommodation.

Also a petition from Mr. Daupheney, Way.
Office Keeper, for an increase of salary, his .
present allowance being but $8 per annum,

Mr. LockE introduced a bill to amend
Chap. 128 of the Revised Statutes of the Jur-
i(t;dict.ion of Justices of the Peace in Civil.

3808. .

Mr. LAWRENCE presented eight petitions
froms Hants County on the subject of Confed-
eration. .

Also a petition from North Hants on the sub-
Jject of Education.

Mr.. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
g ew Annan for an alteration of the Edncation

aw,

Mr. ROBICHEAU presented a petition from
ship-masters, ship owners, and merchants of
Digby and Yarmouth Counties—117 in num-
ber—for the erection of a lighthomse on Cape
8t. Mary’s, in Digby County. .

Mr. BLANCHARD asked the Government for
& return shewing the amounts advanced or
otherwise paid to the various counties since
the 30th September, 1865. He said he under-
stood that some counties had already drawn
their full allowance for the present year.

PROTECTION OF FISHERIES.

Hou PROVINCIAL SECRETARY,from the joint
committee of both houses, reported an address
to Her Majesty the Queen on the subject of
the protection of the fisheries.

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty.— The humble
Address of the Legislative Ommcj and House of
Assembly of Nova Scotia.

MAYIT PLEASR YOUR MAJRSTY,—

‘We, your Majesty’s faithful and loving subjeocts,
the islative Council and House of Assembly of
Novlad ooth,“_h;l P{eogvinchl nl’:jrlhn,:entmuumb{ ,
would reepectfully your Majesty’s gracious con-
sideration of the im t subject of the efficient
protection of our tisheries, which will be render-
ed necessary by the abrogation of the Reci-
procity 1reaty with the -United States on
the 17th dsy of March instant. Under the provi-
sions of that treaty subjects of the United States are
aflowed to prosecute the in-shore fisheries along our
coasts in common with our own people, and & very
large number of vessels owned and manned by United -
States citizens have been engaged since the ratifica-
tion of that treaty in this branch of industry. With
the termination of the treaty their right to partici-
pate in these fisheries will expire, but we have had
reason to fear that a pursait which has engaged so
much oapital, and given employment to so many
men will not be abandoned when the right to prose-
oute it censes, While this Province i* ready to con-
tribute to the utmost of its ability to the protection

of these fis| n, we would reaaeo y submit
to Your Majesty that the means in its possession are
obviously inadequate for the p , and that

the rights of your Msjesty’s loyal subj:cts can only be
efficiently upheld b{hv.ho assistance of Impperial naval
foroe. @ would therefore humbly prfay that your
Majesty may be pieased to direct such measures may
be taken as will effoctually prevent the encroachment
of foreigners upon our fisning greuuds, and will fully
proteot those rights which we consider to be of the
most vital importanos to the prosperity of our coun-

'"i‘.rutin that your

esty will be pleased to give
to the subject of this youguveudlfncm
oonsideration, the;Legislative Council and House of

Assembly as in duty bound will ever pray.

Hon. P mscménmous. Y laid on the
on. PROVINCIAL BEBORETAR 'y
table a copy of the rules adopted by the Ex-

ecutive in reference to the Peuitentiary,
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Mr. PARKER presented a petition from Jas,
Isenor and others, relative to fishery in the
8hubenacadiejriver.

Mr, BILL presented a petition from C. Eaton
a1d others, for aid to improve a wharf at Can-

Also a petition for the opening of a road and
the building of a bridge.
Mr. ToBIN thought the hon member should
have leave to withdraw the former of these
etitions. There were many wharves in Hali-
aX that needed improvement, but it would be
absurd to make application to the government
for such purposes. He said that there was a
road greatly needed in the western division of
the county of Halifax, from Dover to Pros-
pect, for which £1500 would be required, but
there was not an application for a money grant
gom his counstituents, jalthoungh Halifax con-
ibuted about $90,000 to the revenue.

Mr. BiLLreplied that the government should
be grateful to the hou member for his sympa-
thy. Itshould be remembered that the ereo-
tion of wharves upon the Bay shore had been

- en¢ouraged, and aid in some instances had
been given from the treasury when the inha-
bitants had raised two-thirds of the amount
required. The hon member, he said, seemed
tosu%pose that Halifax was the whole Prov-
ince, but be would have thought differently if
he'had turned lis attention to the amonnt of
reyenus derived from the traffic on the Bay
Shore.  On ove of those wharves 150,000 cords
of wood had been shippped during the year.

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY laid on the table a
return shewing the railway damages allotted
to persons in Hants County, the amounts paid
with interest, and the amounts due with. in-
terest, Amount received, £4475 1s. 3d.; also
received for sale of lots at Richmond, £940 14s.
8d.; interest, £884 12s. 7d. Awmount remain-
ing due, £1,044 53. 10d., with interest to the
preaent time.

Mr, MCLELAN asked the Government to lay

on the table a return shewing the names and | L

number of engineers, inspectors, &c., who had
been engaged on the Pictou Railway, the coun-
try in which they had been previously em-
ployed, and the date of their employment on
that line. ) :

Hon. PROV. SECRETARY laid on the table
the returns of the various Colleges of the Pro-
vince for the past year.,

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL laid on the table the
report of the Adjutant-General of Militia for
the past year, and also a numerical statement
of the Militia. R

Mr. KAULBACK introduced s hill to repeal
Chap. 52 of Acts of 1863—entitled aun Apt con-
cerning the Township of Ohester, and to
amend Chap. 44 of the Revised Statutes * Of
General and Special Sessions.” He explained
that a bill of & similar nature had been pre-
sented last year and %_used this House, but
was ruled out of the Upper House in conse-
quence of not having been first read at the
sossions. This objection had been guarded

ainst by this bill; he was not aware of auy.
change having taken place in the Township:of
Chester more favotable to their District Bes-
sions. But for the present he would content
himself with merely introducing the bill, lear-
ing furtber action to depend on, and as he may
be advised as to, the general wishes of the
Township—his own views on the matter had
been given to the House last session.

Captain and Adjutant Hill, 2n

Hon. PrOV. SECRETARY, from the joint
committee in reference to the Protection of the
Fisheries, reported an address to the Lieut.
Governor requesting that the address to her
Majesty be forwarded. The address was

&dﬁpted.
r. CoLIN CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Westport for aid in building a bridge.

Mr. ANNAND presented a petition from East
Balifax on the snbject of Education.

Also—A petition from Chester against Con-
federation.

The house then adjourned until the follow-
ing day.

FRIDAY, March 9, 1855.
House met at 3 o'clock.
PETITIONS, ETC.
‘Mr. BOURINOT presented a petition from
Regt. Cape
Breton Militla, praying for remuuneration for
past services.

AL8S0—A petition from Jobn Leslie and
Thomas Moore, of North Sydney, praying for
gayment of loss sustained in a contract for

uilding Lettch’s Creek Bridge.

ALSO—A petition from John Leslie, another
petition to the same effect, relative to another
contract for the same work.

ALBO—A petition from William McNamara,
i)f “liiridgeport, C. B, relating to a grant of
and.

ALSO—A petition from George McKay of
S8ydney, com laining of the action of the
Crown Land Officer in 1863, relative to som
coal rights, aud praying for redress. :

ALSO—A petition from magistrates, mer-
chants and others of Little Glace Bay Mines
for the establishmeunt of a Post Office and
Money Order System to be extended 1o it.

Hon. PrROV. 8EC. laid on the table a com-
munication to the Government from the
8chool Commissioners ofthe City of Halifax,
proposing certain alterationsin the Education

%

w

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE presented a petition

for the incorporation of Wallace Lodge of

?'iot.iold Templars, and a bill in accordance there-
t)

Mr. DONKIN
Post Master o
Salary.

, - Also, a petition.from Benjamin Pardy for a
grant of Crown Lands.

A message from the Legislative Council was
received announcing that that body had pass- -
ed the Windsor and Annapolis Railway Bill
without amendménts.

Jar, LOCKE presented a petition from 600 re-
sidents of Digby and Shelburne counties for -

‘presenwd a petition from the
Pugwash for an increase of

‘tge counstruction of a line of road to connect
4!

ese two Counties. - ‘He strongly urged this
matter upon the notice of the government.

Mr. C. CAMPBELL said that the construo-
tion of such a road would be a great boon to

‘that country.

Mr. HiL gresented a petition from a resi-
dent of the German Settlement on the line of

the Windsor Railway, asking that a certain

Indisn Reserve be granted as Crown Lauds.
Reforred to Committes on Indian Affairs,
M. J. CAMPBELL presented a petition from

Port Medway for a light house.

Mr. ROBERTSON presented a petition for the
establishment of Barrington as a port of regis-
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Mr. RAY presented a petition from Mr. G. R.
Grassie for remuneration for Crown Bervices
performed, )

Mr. TOBIN presented a petition from 225 of
of the congregation of the German Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of Lunenburg against
the bill introduced yesterday by Mr. Jost.

The bill and petitions were referred to the
Committee on Private Bills.

Mr. D. FRASER presented a petition from
Pictou for a grant to build a hospital.

Hon, ATTY. GEN. laid on the table for infor-
mation of members a copy of the bill introduc-
ed by the Committee of Ways and Means into
the United States House of Repregentatives
containing the duties proposed to be levied on
articles heretofore included in the free list.

RILLS.

The bills to incorporate the Washington Pier
and Harbor Company, the Nova Bcotia Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Ophir Mining Company,
the Merrigomish Coal Mining Company, and
the 8trait of Canso Marine Railway Company,
were read a second time and referred to the
Committee on Private Bills.

UNION OF THR COLONIES.

Hon PrOV. SEC.—By command of His Ex-
cellency I beg leave to lay on the table of the
House copies of correspondeunce relating to
the Union of the Colonies. The Houseisaware
that both branches of the Legislature at the
1ast Session passed a resolution in favor of re-
opening negociations for the Union of the Mari-
time Provinces. When that resolution was
under discussion I atated that we had not only
no reason to suppose that Prince Edward
Island would be prepared to. co-operate with
the other Colonies in this matter, but we had
every reason to anticipate that she would de-
cline to re-open negociations. At the same
time it was thought desirable that an effort
should be e to ascertain whether Nova
8cotia and New Brunswick .could not be
brought under the government by a legislative
union. The government and the legislature
had initiated the policy of a Legislative Union
of the Maritime Provinces at the previous ses-
sion, and owing to circumstances detailed last
i\{ear the negociation arising from their action

ad heen postponed, and the greater question
of a union of all British North America was
brought under consideration. 'When,however,
an immediate union of that kind was found im-
%racncable from jthe fact that. the people of

ew Brunswick had returned a majority in
the new House opposed to the scheme, the Go-
vernment felt it thelr duty to revert to their
former policy, aud in discussing that resolu-
tion, I stated that so far from a legislative
union of this and the adjoining Province in the
slightest degres impeding the larger union, we
regarded it as likely to promote.that union
and a8 being indispensable to the latter. Upon
this subject I have always entertained very
strong opinions, and have always felt there
were a great many reasons wh
ble that the Governments of the three Mari-
time Provinces should be carried on in a united

form in case they agreed to enter into the pro- |

fosed Confederacy. The resolution .to ich
have referred met with the unanimous appro-:
val of the House. Ido not mean to. say that
there were not individual gentlemen who did
not concur in the policy proposed, but the reso-

lation must be accepted as the unanimous ex-
pression of the opinion of the slature. The
attention of the Government of New Bruns-
wick was invited to the action thus taken, and
corresponding astion was adopted by the Legis-
lature of that Province, Subsequently a dele-
gation to England took place from the Govern-
tents of the two Provinces, and although the
two Governments differed widely in their opin-
fons upon the larger question, they were com-

létely in accord as to the desh-ability of a
Eegislaﬁve Union of New Brunawick and No-
va Scotia, and the views which the delegates
for Now Brunswick expressed upon this mat-
ter entirely corresponded with our own. Iam
aware that these gentlemen urged all the rea-
sons in their power on the Imperial Govern-
ment to induee their concurrence in the policy
adopted. I have stated ip detail the results of
thatdele;gtionand -the reception it met at the
hands of Her Majesty's Government,and I am
frank to say that after the fullest and most un-
reserved communication on the question we
were given to understand that while no antipa-
thy existed to the Legislative Union proposed,
that Government having so fully committed
themselves to the scheme of Confederation,
were unwilling to revert to any policy which
wounld seem to indicate that their opinions had
undergone a change or modification,and under
these circumstances they were not prepared to
Flve anthority to revert ta the question of a

egislative union, except that question were
taken up and passed -upon as auxiliary to, and
intended to promote, the la.rﬁer union.

‘While we were quite at liberty to urge our
opinions in favor of a.union of the martime pro-
vinces as being conductive to that object, we
were not prepared, and the Government of
New Brunswick were Ly no means prepared,
to adopt the policy with that view, for, as is-
well known,they were specially charged to op-
pose confederation upon the basis of the Quebec
scheme. . While the delegates, used .every
means to induce her Majesty’s Government to
conour with reference to the union of the lower
colonies, that Government refused their assent
upon the grounds stated. The correspondence
contains copies of degpatches in reference to
the adoption of confederation, which the Im-
perial Gevernmont continue to urge on all .the
colonies by every agument in their power, and
by the useof that influence which they consider
themselves entitled to exercise, from the rela
tive: postion of the countries in a guestion
which they.regard as vitally affecting the pros-
perity of British North America. It also con-

 taing despatches setting forth their reasons for
‘declining to assent to the re-opening of the

proposed negociationa.

Hon PrROV SECY laid on the table a state-
ment asked for by the hon memeber for Inver-
ness (Mr. Blanchard) in reference to payments
for.road services. Also, plans and specifica-
tions of bridges and :returns of engineers, in-

i tors, &c.. on the Pictou Railway.
it was desira- ‘spec , i

‘Mr BLANCHARD introduced a bill to incor-
‘porate the Nova Scotia Slate Company.

o EDUCATION. _ ‘

. Hon PROV SECY then said:—Mr Speaker, as
chairman of the . Committee . of Education, I
beg leave to report in part, from that commit-

tee, a bill to amend the act “ for the better en-
couragement of Education,” both in relation to
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the province generally and to the city. Ona
former occasion [ took an opportunity of ex-
plaining the policy of the Government in re-
spect to this question, and stated frankly to
the House the reasons why the speech deliv-
ered at the opening of the Legislature did not
embrace a measure intended to amend the ex-
isting act. The House is well aware that no
Government could be called upon to deal with
a more difficult (tuesﬂon than education. I
am quite satisfied that it is unnecessary for me
to state that in nndemkin¥ to deal with this

uestion, the Government felt that they were
3ischnrg‘ing what was an imperative duty —one
that was of a most responsible and onerous
character, and for the accomplishment of which
they required not only the cordial aupgortof
their own friends in the Legislature, but of
hon gentlemen opposite who would be dispos-
ed to regard the great interest of educatign as
of paramount importance, as well as of the in-
telrigent people of this country, irrespective of
party or of creed.

I may state at the outset that the Govern-
ment owe to the gentlemen who usually sas-
tain thet in the measures which they feel it
their duty to submit to the consideration of
this Legislature, the very gréatest obligations;
they have met from these gentlemen a degree
of support, in dealing with this mossimportant
and dgim:u\t question, that certainly exceeded
anything they had a right to expect. These

entlemen have been ob ,in sustaining the

overnment on this great quesation, on many
occasions, to run counter to what they believed
to be thelr own personal interests, and have
done what is far more difficult for & member of
this Legislature to do—to take a course which
ox| them to a great deal of censure and
obloguy from many of their warmest support-
ers who had been instrnmental in sending them
into the House. I feel that I would be doing
injustice to m
honorable gentiemen opposite, if I did fnot at
the same time say that the government have
received on this great question an amouut of
co-operation from them that is not usual for
governments to receive from gentlemen who
are opposed to their general policy. The same
statement may be made reference to the
coun! outside. Not only have lamum-
bers of the people throughout the pro who
were generally found supporting the govern-
ment given their support in premoting
great measure desi for the advancement
and improvement of the education of the whole
peoPle; but a_great many influeuntial and in-
telligent gentlemen who have been our most
strenuous opponents in respect to our general
policy have taken the most active and e
patt in endeavouring ‘to treat this important
question as one entirely superior to any
cal oomsiderations, and have givem to the
measure bronght forward by the government
as enthusiastic and sincere sssistance as they
possibly could if it emanated from the party
with whom they are politically identified.

I need not say that in dealing with this great

&m-ﬁon it was not strange that in the outaet| be

e government should be unable to devise.
mchfl. schemrt; azlm:;ldbe g?e;d, wh:n u:
into force, perfec apted e great o
for wlmﬁis was inymdod. When the lag‘&-
ture met at the last session the government
felt it their duty to eome forwardand say

own feelings, as well a8 to |

e e

-] of Rduoation, b

frankly that the experience of the t year
had convinced them that the measumt‘ y1861
was susceptible of many improvements, and
would require very extensive alterations.—
Looking at the subject by the light of the past
iem it was believed that amendments could
be devised that would render -the measure
more operative,and remove many of the diffi-
culties that had been encountered in putting it
into practice. I am happy to state that the
alterations that were mnade last session have
commended themselves to the House and to
the people of the province generally as a
movement in the right direction, and that as
far as they could they have materially promot-
ed the cause of educati Experi , how-
ever has proved thatthere were many respects
in which the act of last session could be ren-
dered more advantageous to edueation and
acceptable to the great body of the people.—
Why the government have not brought for-
ward the alterations and improvements re-
gnired in the shape of a government measure,

explained ona previous day. There were
two grounds upon which they felt they would
not oconsulting the best interests of the
country or the measure itself, if they pursued
such a course. In the first place when the Go-
vernment brought forward the measure at the
last Sesdion, it was submitted to the House
under an implied, if not open pledge, that

whilst they regarded the great principle of free
, Sus by assessment of the proper-
ty of the a8 a vital and indispensable

conn!

feature of th:nll. and upon it were prepared
to take their stand, yet they left the minor de-
tails to the free and unrestricted action of
gentlemen on both sides, without endeavering
to bring that amount of pressure which Ge-
vernments, from party considerations, are
often able to bring upon gentlemen who usual-
1y sustain them. ving submitted the ques-
on in that manner, and the House having, by
& large majority, sustained the Government in
fandamental principles of this measure, we
considered we were not in:a position (except at
the risk of being charged with violating the
ledges which we had made) to bring forward
this question again as a Government measure
and to pressit by such influences as Adminis-
trations can use with gentiemen who ordinarily
sustain them. There was anothér reason why
 the Government eounld not take the course of
bringing this question forward as a Govern-
sment measure, and that was—the considera-
tion shat it was our duty to endesvor to pre-
sent it“l: sucha way thatit wtg‘ucld not bear the
sligh party aspect, 80 any measure
that might be "‘""dmn‘.i"“ be considered the
result of the serious and deliberate action of
of the Legislatute, irrespective of

considerations whatever.

Ineed not,on the present occasion, go inte
any elaborate statements: with regard to the
meagure itself. The Buperintendent of Bdtea-
tion has so tho: y discussed the question
in all its bearings, in the Report presented a
fow o:lsya ago to the House, ‘th:hl 1 X m:nld

y tmng unnecessa; u at-
tentiona of geatlemen if I wern novyr “p::l“g{ ifito
ore
bowwerxi', tel:i‘:ho ths mittes
recei v operiitend-
ent, and what his views were, beth
in respect to the country and the city, have

any elaborate arzuments on the sul
us. 1 may say,
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been able to agree upon a bill, and to report it
for the favorable comnsideration of the House.
This bill, we believe, with such modifications
as hon gentlemen around these benches may be
able to suggest, will be a lar?a improvement
upon the Act of last year. I trust that this
measure, coming, as it does, from a committee
composed of gentlemen on both sides of the
House who take a leading part in the transac-
tion of the public business, will meet with fa-
vorable consideration, and will promote large-
1y the educational interests of the conntry.
I have no hesitation in aayingf that, having
ﬁiven the subject the most careful considera-
on in my power, I believe that the law now
ou the statute book is a greatimprovement up-
on former legislation. I believe that the statis-
tics which are presented by the Superintendent
of Education in this Report can leave no doubt
on the mind of any gentleman that the great
question of Common School Education has re-
ceived from the great body of the people of this
country an amountofattention that it never re-
ceived before. Whilst the Act has received a
great deal of embarrassment and obstruction,—
such as might be naturally expected in connec-
tion with a question touching so deeply the
prejudices of the people,—having the disadvan-
tage of making an inroad into the pockets of
the property holders throughcut the country;
yet, despite all this, it has done a vast amount
of ¥9d ‘We are in a position to see beyond
doubt what it can do when Aueh improvements
are made, as experience has shown, are neces-
for the greater advancement ot' education.
No fact proves more conclusively the truth of
this statement than the preparation that the
ple have made to carry out the Act. The
B:opoﬂntendent tells us in his Re *There
were built during the past year 164 new school
houses; er and in course of completion,
136; voted to be built at the last annual meet-
ings, 220. Total number of new school houses
undertaken in one year, 520.” The Honse will
at once perceive, with such facts before them,
that & new spirit has been infused into the peo-
ple by the law which enablesthe people to come
together and assess themselves for the con-
struction of school houses. I may also call at-
tention to the fact that whilst difficulties have
ocourred, and a good deal of embarrassment
has been oecasioned by the hostility of large
sections of the people to a new measure of this
kind, whickh was not calculated at the outset,
for many reasons, to be very popular, yet the
Superintendent of Education is able to show
that a er number of chiliren hayve been re-
ceiving school instructions—although in many
of.the sections the achools have been closed—

than in any previons year of which we have a
record. Tl{hp i

significant fact showa conclusive-
ly that whatever may be the shortcomings of
; ut legislation, a most important atride has
taken towards the general education of

ths country.

The House. will remember that whilst the go-
vernment were an:rined by the Legialature,
at the last sesion, in carrying out the funda-
mental principle of free schools—county as-
sesment a8 the means by which these schools
wondd be sustained—the bill was mate

One of the alterations was in respect to the
mode of supplementing the amount derived
from the provincial treasury and from the

rially al- | They are required to
tered fromx what it was when first introduced. md, me

county assessment. The Bill propounded that
the amount should be left open, and the rate-
payers of the section should be enabled to sup-
plement the provincial and coanty igr nte by
assessment, if & majority so decided. The
House altered that clause, and while I believe
that the great dificulties encountered during
the past year chiefly resulted from that change,
1 cannot say at this moment that I regret that
the bill was 8o amended. The result been
that the attention of the intelllggnt people of
the country has been turned to the importance
of thia sectional assesment and to the necessity
of having pewer to assess themseives as they
think proper;.and that the guestion now assu-
mes a far more favorable aspect than it would
bave otherwise. From all parts of the country
that have made their voice heard in the House
during the presentsession,the evidence has come
thatagreat change o&public sentiment is taking

lace. Last winter 1 had the mortification of

earianeﬁpet.ition after petition read at the table
oppo! to the general principle of assessment
a8 the means of supporting the common schools
of the country. I may be mistaken, but as far
#8 Iy memory serves me at present, I have
not heard one ﬁtmon read during this session
that asks the Legislature to recede from the
princi)&le of assessment which they have adopt-
od, and to return to the old system for the sup-
port of schools,

Under these gratifying circumstances,—in
view of the demand that is coming up from the
most intelligent sections of the country for the
privilege to supplement the ¢hief sources of
support by local assessment,—the House will
not be surprised to learn that the Committee
on Education have reported a bill asking this
Legislature to give eflect to the praper of the
petitions. Under the existing law a certain
sum of money has been annually voted from
the treasury to each county in the Province for
the support of schools, and that fund has been

'divided by the Boards of Commissioners

among the teachers, according to their classifi-
cation. Thecommittee have come to the con-
clusion, in accordance with the opinion of the
Superintendent as presented in his Report, that
this system is capable of some very radical
changes. The ohject of the Proviucialaid ought
to be, as far as possible, to do egnal fustice to
that great body of persons whose services are
80 essential to the education of the country,
namely, the school teachers. Under the pre-
sent law, two teachers, of the same class, and
of equal ability, may be very differently paid.
Wehave learned that, in some counties, a irst-
class male teacher has received $200, whilst
anothermuauy gualified, has only received
1.30. e present bill proposea that the pag-
ment of the Previncial grant shall be made
direct from the treasury to every teacher in the
Province,acco 8 or her class of license
upon the certificate of the Board of School
Commissioners. The result will be thatteach-
ers of the same claga and gqualifications will
receive an equal amount of remuneration. But
there is another reason why some such change
as this is necessary. At present, the frustees
have to incur very onerous responsibilities.
make engagements with,
become res ble to, the teachers for
their aalaries. ntlemen naturally shrink
from s position which entails ?on them a.
large responsibility, without enabling them to
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know from what source they will get the re-
quisite fands, When they engage the teacher,
they cannot tell’ whether ‘théy #hall recelve
$200 or' $50 froin the Provincial treasary,—it
depends ‘entirely upon- circaistances over
which they have no' coiitrol, The new law,

however, will rerredy this diﬂicul't%, and place
the trustees in that positian which itis necess-
arythey should occn& ‘P scale of remanera:’
tion proposed is a8 follows:= '~ © 10 o
’1::fclasq ale téachers, * 8120
1 i :lt«.m}e;.'ll-h B m
2nd 4 -mate ¢ e
2nd “ fomale “ 0.
3rd * msle * :

“

3rd 45

A very strong feeling has been exhibited by
large numbers of the people to provide for the
edycation of the country by ‘indirect taxation;
in 6ther wards, ta draw directly fromn' thé treas:
sury the sums of ‘mioney ~reauh‘ed fo keep up
ourschools. The Supérintendent of Bducation
has gone 80 fully into this subject, and has
shown 80 conclusively that: such & vystem is
entirely impracticable, that it would be entire-
1y superfinous for me to make any lengthy re-
marks on the question. T have néver yét met
a mdan who has béen able to suggest any satis-
fa(_:_to? means by which this money could be
distributed, and by ‘whith thie ¢omimon sohool
edncation of the country:could de eMciently
sustained. The House, however, will be glad
to know that from the scale of provision now
suggestéd ‘the teachers will ‘be better paid,
acording to their class and merits, and will ne-
cessarily. feel stimulated to incréase thetr at-
tainnients. By this medns, the qualifications
of the teachers will be improved, and the cha~
racter of our schools correspondingly raised.—
The mpde proposed will secure, bestdes,a more
satisfastory Brovision ‘for the regular increase
of s¢hools and teachers. The extension of edu-
cational operations will be met by & correspon-’
ding increase in the aggregaté sum ainually
drawn from ‘the treasury. The amount thus
drawn will ‘degeud upon the number of schodls
in ‘operation, the class of teachers eng ,and
the ength’oi’ time the schools are kept open |
during ‘each term. Therefore it will be seen at:
once that the resunlt of the pro] changé will |
be to increads the amountthat will be annual-
1y contributed from the provincial treasury for
tg’e suppors of this great puablic interest. = -

The committee donot propose at all to inter-
fera with the system of county assessment,
which, as far as I am able to ascertain, has giv-
en very general satisfaction to all its friends;
but they betieve thatin order to make the prin-
ciple more acoeptable you -must carry it far
enough to secure such advantages as will can-
vince the people of the necessity-and benesit of
contributing directly to the sapport of the oo‘t‘n.
mion ' schools of the ‘coantty. Under the pte-
sent system, the amouxdt so contiibated has
beéh found too small,Tafge as ‘has been the
amfount granted fromi' the treasury.: The eohi-
mittee betieve that the provineial and éounty
grants stiould he Iarge’ enodgh to establish &
school of the lower Fru&e—-m ‘order that there
may net beany section, however poor, that will:
nothave thé means ‘of téaching every child to
read the Bible. T¢ iy ptoposed to' assets evdry
coanty in the province only to the’e‘xuﬂ_t of 3

a8 is required. This amount will involve a lit-
tle addition tothe present rate of assessment,
butitis quite insignificant. On the other band,
as I'Have alteady shown, the amount drawn
feom the provincial treasury for the payment
‘of ‘ teachers will increase with the population
and wenlth of the country year by year,and
in thid way the desire of the people t0 baye a
la}iFe’and toeral system of free schools wiilibe
fuliy-accomplished, - :

* 7hién the bill, instead of depriving the people
of this' ‘country of the privilege, which they
have 'erijoyed’ for twenty years, of assessing
themselves, in order to sustain a higher gride
of schdols, proposes to give to a majority of
the rutepayers in each section the power to pro-
vide school houses, as well as apparatus, and
everything appertaining to a thorough system
of education. 'This provision will leave the
matter entirely in the hands of the pe:s)le
theinselves; it will be impossible to levy,ander
this law, dny rate on & section except.it is
voted by a'majority of the rate payers,

Xt fapi sed, I may here state, to distribute
the amount ‘derived from the countryin the
same imodé as existsat present. according to
the average ‘atténdance at the schools. ‘The
effect of this system has been most salutary
upon the attendance ofthe children,as will: be
‘séen) from'a reference to the Superintendent’s

0 : .

" Thé only other point to which itis necessary
that I should call your attention isthe fact that
this bitl proposes to grant $10,400 for books, in
addition to the sum annually voted from the
yrovibcial treasury, These books are to: be

‘arnished to''all the schools throughout the
provinoce at one-half of their actual cost; and a
large portion of the money so expended will
ually bé veturned to the province. By

this means a uniform system of school educa-

tion will be arranged, and the people be reliev-

g‘l ‘of & very large charge now falling:upon

om. >

In relation to the city of Halifax, I may state
that all' the Commissioners—a Board of :most
fnfluentin} men, who have given & great deal
‘of tiine and atténtion to their duties~appenred
before the comamittee, and agread on ceftain
alterations that are now proposed.. law
for the city, as you are aware, provides, in the
first place, for assessment in same rate as
the county assessinent throughout the Pro-
vince, Aind sesondly, that the Commissioners
‘shall h‘a«evaower of levying a second rate
upon thecitivens; to supplemerit the amonnt
reqtiired for the purpose of sustaining the pub-
lie " schools. The Comimiesiunérs have asked
the House to alter the law 80 a8 t0 enable the
entire nmount required to be levied with the
city assessment in the first instance, and there-
by avoid thenecessity of raisinga supplemen-
tary suny, * The coinmitteeé were not prepared
th ‘alter the clatse whish provides that two

Commisstoners shiall bedrawn from each ward.
The: Commissioners: thougbt that it would be

referable if the Government should select:the
goa. id, irre ve of the ward. We met
: thiea, L&wwer. on the threshold with the argu-
‘nieént that pbeyxresent.ed, in their.own persons
the strongest évidence why no chmuge sheuld
‘be 'mude (K this respect, The Commissiomers
als0 recommeonded that the Board bé patd-$800

cents for every individufl: of the populstion—
which sum, wye believe, will raise such a fund

‘% yeny for thelx services, but to this. we could
not agree. I bave no doubs it was a very legi-
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timate claim,—butithe committee felt they
could not propose it tothe Housewithout bring-
ing up, necessarily, the question of payment to
the gchool Cowmwmissioners thronghout the
Province. Such a payment would iavolve a
heavy expenditure, which this coantry is not
prepared to incur.. We believe that these
gentlemen, in the city and country, must for
the present discharge their duties, onerous and
rasponsible as they are, gratuitously, for other-
wise the amount of Provincial aid would be
materially crippled. The government and
country, atthe same time, fnlly apprecciate
the great servicey that these gentlemen per-
form in connection with the important question
of education. '

I conclusion, I will only say that the report
of the committee which, I am now presenting,
has been adopted with only one dissentient
voice—the hon. member for Guysboro’ did not
feel himself warranted in agreeing to the sug-
gestions embodied in this bill. Ihave no doubt
thatthe Legislature, without reference to party,
will perform the duty which they owe 10 the
country by considering thisimportant question
in that dispassionate and deliberate manner to
which it is entitled.

Mr.S. CAMPBELL said—As the dissent which
T expressed in committee to this measure has
been spoken of, it is but right that I should state
the reasons which led to that dissent. During
last session I expressed myself hostile to the
principle of direct assessment for educational
purposes, and I have seen nothing in the interim
to induce me to change my opinion; on the
comtrary, my own observation and communica-
tion have given me reason to have that opin-
ion deepened, and have added force to the
views I then entertained. The Provincial
Secretary has spoken of the duty ot the Gov-
srnment in reference to educational measures,
and he told us in the session of 1884, as well as
last session, that that duty was fully recognised
by the Adwministration. I would enquire how
it is that that duty is now4gnored by the Gov-
ernment, and why it is that it has devolved
upon a committee of this House. Not only are
the gentlemen composing the Executive Coun-
il of this country charged with the administra-
tion of public affairs, but they constitute also,
nominally at least, the Council of Public In-
struction, and have been nnwilling to part with
that title, so that in both capacities it becamer|
especially their duty, in this matter, to place
themselves before the country. The Council
of Public Instruction, as I have said, have but
2 nominal existence; the duties are discharged
by the Superintendent of Education, and not
by the gentlemen who insist on having thisde-
nomination applied to them; and I think I may
find in this fact a good reason for the very sig-
nificant circumstance that numbers of pet-
tions, all couched in the same language, have
been presented to the House, asking for such
an amendment of the law as will disperse en-
tirely with voluntary subscriptions as a means
for the support of schools.

Let uslook at the matter practically, and see
what such a modification as that will be. We
are told that a taxation of thirty cents for every
soul in the Province will be imposed on the
property of each county; every gentleman can
make the caleulation for himself, but I can only
say it is going to impose a very onerous tax up-

ou the peop%a of this conntry. Take a county

having a population of 10,000 or 20,000, for ex-
ample, and you will see what a burden you are
going to impose upon them in addition to their
statute labor, their militia duties, their poor
rates, and their ordinary county rates, in the
name of the advantages to be secured by edu-
cation. There is no man who holds’the value of
education higher than I do, and no one who
would be disposed to go further than I to se-
cure its blessings for the people, but those bles-
sings are not to be secured by the very unfeel-
ing and arbitrary measures hitherto adopted.
There is another mode more agreeable to the
feelings of the inhabitants of this Provirce,and
that is the adoption of the principle of support-
ing our schools out of the public treasury. By
the system now in operation, a certain®propor-
tion of the requisite funds are derived from
this source; the Government have therefore
adopted the principle in part, and it is compe-
tent for them to introduce a measure which, by
adding a very small per centage to the ad valo-
rem duties, would secure a_sum equal to what
is required in a ready and simple way. The
Provincial Secretary, I say, has conceded this
principle. I desire to see itextended, knowing
that such a system would produce all the et-
fects contemplated, and would be consonant to
the feelings, instead of exciting the prejudices,
of the people. The tax of thirty cents to ‘whick
I have referred to is not all: there are other
large expenses—for instance, the allowance for
school books has been raised from $2000 to $10,-
000, and in addition there is to be a provision
for assessment, by the vote of the majority in
the sections, for supplementary suppors. These
are some of the reasons which have induced
me to withhold my assent from this bill, but
there will be another opportunity on which 1
shall feel it my duty to submit these views in
such a shape as will call upon every member
to say whether he is disposed to place upon his
constituents the onerous tax to which I bave
referred. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD—I have taken a degp inter-
est in educational matters ever since they
were brought before the Legislature, and I
have never scrupled to express in the most
open manuer the views I entertained without
cousidering whether they were popular or the
reverse. In the bill of last year there were
features to which I took very strong excep-
tions, and on which I divided the House, be-
cause I believed they wonld impede the oper-
ation of the measure. Notwithstanding my
objections, the provisions in reference to the
Council of Public Instruction were introduced
and carried, but I eotirely differ from my
friend who has just spoken, in his views of the
duties discharged by the Superintendent of
Education;—so far from my objecting that
that officer should be mainly responsible for
the management of the department, I consi-
der that a redeeming feature which I hardly
expected to find: My objection never was to
giving to such an officer large and important
powers, but to having him under the autho-
rity of the Council that appoints him, and,
therefore, so far from thinking that be has
too much power, I should be wery glad to see
the name of the Council of Public Instruetion
blotted out altogether, The hon. member for
Guysborough is perfeotly consistent in the
course which he has adopted,—he has always
opposed assessment for ed}lcatlonal purposes,
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aud T was quite prepared to see him cppose
¢his bill npon the same grounds, but it will
he for the House to say whether its details are
likely to improve the system now in oper-
ation. Ther> are two or three features com-
prised in this measure in which I think every-
hody should concur. For the alteration made
in the bill of last year substituting partially
the system of voluntary subscription for as-
sessment, I am willing to take a large share
of responsibility, and I will say farther, that
if the question were to be brought up again
with the temper of the country in the same
ocondition, I wounld repeat my proposition,
and feel that I was acting in the educationsl
interests of the country to urge its accept-
ance on the Bouse. What was the condition
of the country? It will be recollected that in
1864, when the first bill was passed, the
uestion of taxation was introduced for the
nirat time, and we made a provision by which
assessment was not compulisory, but the peo-
ple could raise one third of the required am-
ount either by that course or by voluntary
Aubscriptions, so that in each of the thousand
sections into which the country was divided
there was a debate and a squabble creating
angry and irritable feeling because the peo-
pla felt that if they failed to subscribe, orif
having subsoribed they failed to pay, the mode
of agsessment was resorted to and they were
disposed to think tbat they were being en-
trapped into a system to which they were op-
posed. It was impossible not to see that it
was necessary to meet this' feeling, and a
large number were of opinion that voluntary
support was all that was required,—we adop-
tad a clanse to remedy the difficulty and what
is the result? Do any of the petitions present-~
od ask us to recede from the step taken? No,
bhut they all ask us to advance a step further
and to sectional assessment, so that the
course taken last year by soothing the ex-
isting excitement has been moust beneficial
and has led the people to believe the system
of assessment to be a sound one. Another
feature to which I wish to refer is the dis-
tribution of money according to counties
by which all persons engaged in teaching,
sessing the same qualifications and pass-
ing the same examination, shall be entitled,
wherever situated, to the same remunera-
tion., It is quite obvious that if you tell every
teacher that *no matter what county he may
20 to he will have a fixed sum for his services
you not only give him a security and an in-
ducement to discharge his duties fairly,
bat you hold out to him & great encourage-
ment to advance himself from a lower to a
higher grade, and you let him know that
the moment he arrives at the condition of &
superior teacher the amount of his salary will
be increased. It 18 obvious that all teachers
should if possible have first class quali-
fications and every oné knows that the
difference in this respect is immediately
- folt in the results of their labours in the
achool;—it is therefore of 5teat cousequence
to get the teachers themselves to feel that
they are personally interested in this mat-
ter. The hon. member for Guysboro’ has
also taken exception to the large sum to be
voted for sohool books. If there is one thing
more than another that impedes school teach-
ing it is the system which gives to the teacher

five or six different kinds of books, and obliges
him to fritter away a large portion of his time
in adapting himself to them, The arrangement
proposed is that a sum be appropriated for
school books, which the sections may purchase
at half cost, 8o that instead of being thwarted
as he was under the old system the teacher
will find a uniform edition of the best school
books approved by the Council of Public In-
struction at his band. Instead therefore of
being an objection, I consider that one of the
wisest provisions in the bill, and if you were
to take that money and buy up all the school
books in use, excepting those approved, and
burn them, I believe you would be conferring
a gervice upon the country and improving its
system of education. As regards the support
of our schools, it is a very popular doctrine to
8ay to the people that they shonld be support-
ed out of the general revenue, and such a doo-
trine would receive a large amount of support
at the hustings, but its adoption is practically
impossible, because the amount of money re-
quired for educational purposes would be lar-
ger than the revenue would bear. Bat it is
said that by taking something from the chest
the principle is conceded. I admit it is conce-
ded that the treasury should bear a part of the
burden, but there is not only a duty develving
upon the generat public, but a duty devolving
on the smaller public constituting a county,
and a third duty devolving on each indivi-
dual section tosupport the school in which it
is specially interested. In point of fact it has
been found, and the Superintendent refers to
the matter in his report, that in those coun-
tries where a public endowment exists the
system has failed to give good schools, for per-
sons who have their education found for them
are disposed to undervalue it, as in
matters of religion it bas been found that
those who have to contribute most
largely to the support of their churches
value the benefits they derive mors highly. I
believe there i8 no way in which we can better
divide the support to be given to education
than by making it partly county and partly
sectional. The effect of this bill will be tgat no
section will be in such a positidn that it can-
not have a school of some kind, and no trus-
tees will be in a pdsition to say that they can-
not employ a teacher, because the fand will be
amply sufficient for the purpose;—if on the
other hand a section desires a better school,

and has the public spirit tp take the necessary

measures, their wants will be supplied, and
their efforts alded. Mary persons seem to
suppose that the ohjections which have arisen
prove that there is something fundamentally
wrong_ in the system tbat has been adopted,
but I believe that if you passed a bill which
was absolutely perfect, a large number of
difficulties wonld bave arisen, because yon
can never get the habits of .the people in such
a position that they are prepared for a sud-
den change, and if the present bill, which is
& vast improvement upon the others, had
been passed at first, I consider that simi-
lar obstacles would have been encoun-
tered. I think the house bas a right to
congratulate the country and the friends of
edncation have a right to congratulate them-
selves that after two years’ trial of the educa-
tion law in the nineteen connties of the pro-
vince you find the municipal hodies without a
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dissenting voice agreeing to assess themselves

Or a very large sum to support their achools.
Anybody fortelling such an occurrence some
Years ago would have been looked on asa
dreamer, and it must be seen that when those
municipal bodies have been taught to regard
it aa their duty to make this assessment, a
great stride has been taken in the cause of
education, and that year by year as the
country becomes used to the system the taxa-
tion will be imposed with increasing facility. I
therefore feel that this bill is a great improve-
Ihent on the legislation of last year, and
though it has met with an opposition quite
consistent with the past history of soms gen-
tleman, I am happy to say that in a com-
tnittee formed without respect to creed or
barty every gentleman recognized the import-
ance of the principle upon which it is founded.
It was said in the discussion of last session
that the gentleman holding the ofiice of Su-
Perintenient of Education previously to the
present incnmbent had been of opinion that
the third proportion of the requisite support
should be made by voluntary subscriptions,
but I have looked at the reports of the late
Superintendent and atso of Dr. Daweon, and T
find that the principle of the bill is the prin-
ciple which they all attempted to introduce,

Dr. E. L. BROWN said—As one of the com-
wittee, I desire to say that I approve of most
of the conclusions which they came to. On
one point I differed in opiunion from the other
embers, holding that the monies coming
from the Province should pass through the
haunds of the Board, to be distributed by them,

elieving such a course to be more respectful
t0 the gentlemen composing them. .

Mr, C. J. CAMPBELL said—I cannot allow
this opportunity to ga.ss of expressing my ad-
Tniration of the abilities of the Provincial
Secretary in defending the Eduecation Law.

t has been said of some men, that words are
Riven them to conceal their thoughts, and it
would seem that he is endowed with that
ability, In my opinion, the law was the
most unpepular one that had been passed for
Years,—but it would appear, from that gen-
tleman’s language, that nothing has exceeded
its value, and tha leader of the Qpposition en-
dorges these sentiments. Matterp appear to

ave come to a strange coundition in this
Country, and I think itis high time for us to
look around and see what is going to happen.
My views of the bill are very different from
those which these gentlemen entertain; and I
think that 2 Government who have been agi-
lating the country for three years by an im-
Perfect measure shouid he held responsible
for that agitation, without allowing them to
tarow it off by imiucing the leader of the Op-
Position to amalgamate with tbem. I am
afraid that that geatleman is playing a gamre
Rpon the Government, and I would advise
them 10 extricate themselves as best they can.
It would bhe diffienlt for many persons to un-
derstand the manner in which some portions
of the country bave been tormented by this
law, This is the fourth bill; and it is Cer-
tainly a melancholy circumstance if gentle-
Iten " petting themselves up to govern the
Country cannot mature a measure without
this difficalty and delay. Before the people
airly ynderstand what the law is, they find
that a new bill has been introduced. Upon

the second reading I will move an amend-
ment expressing my views, for I hold that
if the Governmcnt intend to establish free
schools, those schools should be supporterl
out of the revenue, instead of obliging tie
people to tax themselves for the support ¢f
schools which are under Government coun-
trol. If it is desirable to maintain schools
for the poor, let the treasury bear the bur-
den, and the people will contribute aid,—but s
system like the present one I believe to be op-
posed to constitutional principles. It should
algo be remembered that there are classes in
this country who do not approve of having one
common school for all the children of the sec-
tion, but would prefer separate schools, and
this law is unjust to them, because, while they
are taxed to support the common school, they
have likewise to bear a proportion of the ex-
pense of'a private school. One of the features
of the bill introduced last session was the pro-
vision that no man skould be obliged to pay a
sum greater than $40, but when it went to the
country as law,nosuch clause was to be foundc.
The leader of the opposition made reference
to the system of cburch support, but that, ¥
congider, rests on entirely different principles.
Many of the statements made by that gentle-
man in the course of his speech I deny in toto.

MER. ToBIN said—The hon. gentleman usuai-
ly styled the leader of the Opposition ought to
he called a supporter of the Government.
Yrom that gentleman I entirely differin his
views of the constitution of the Council of
Public Instruction. If the Superintendent
were clothed with entire and absolute autho-
rity, he would have some difficulty in going
into some connties in the Province. I believe
that to be the conservative feature in the bill,
and a very valuable provision, as giving such
a right of appeal from the decisions of the Su-
perintendent as would allay the feelings of ex-
asperation that were likely to be aroused, If
it had been otherwise, mo Superintendent
could bhave withstood the opposition of the
people in arranging the various sections.

hat is the only point. however, on which I
differ from the learned gentleman. I was of
opinion last year that the optional clause
would have an in{'}uﬁous effect in impeding
the aperation of the law, and the petitions
which have been presented have confirmed
that impression. I have only to add, that as
one of the committes, the bill has received my
entire concurrence, and that I believe its pro-
visions to be such as were desirable.

House adjourned until 3 P. M, on Monday
next,

MoxDAY, March 12, 1866.

The House wmet at 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS,

Mr. MCKAY presented a petition from Wes:
River, in the County of Pictou, for the esta-
blishment of a Wa¥ office.

Also a petition from 700 persons in Colches-
ter and Pictou Counties, in reference to a Rail-
way Station, -
. Mr, C. J. CAMPBELL presented a petition
fromm Abraham Mc(nzosg and others, for a
grant to a breakwater at St. Anns’.

Also a patition asking com&enution for
g“-'.'a‘“g“ sustained by the carrying away of 3

ridge.

Also a road petition from Cape Breton..
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Mr. ROBICHEAU presented a petition from
Sandy Cove, in the county of Digby, for addi-
tional mail communication,

Mr. HEBB asked the government to lay on
the table papers relating to the Inspector of
Schools for Lunenburg County, and the dis-
charge of his duties to 31st Dec.

Mr, HATFIELD presented a petition from
the t%isl:ricf; of Yarmouth in reference to a mail
route,

Mr. CoLix CAMPBELL presented s petition
from W. J. Ward and others in reference to a
Post Office at 8t. Mary’s Bay.

Also a petition for remuneration for extra
services from contractors for the erection of a
light house.

Also a petition from coloured persons resi-
ding near the town of Digby on the subject of
Education.

Also a petition from Westport againat Con-
federation

Mr. Ross presented petitions from Post Mas-
ters of Inglis Town and|Boularderie for increase
of salaries.

Also @ petition from D McLean and Angus
Hynes, ferry men, asking compensation for the
additional labour devolving upon them under
the Militia Law.

Also a petition from 44 inbabitants of Big
Baddeck for a road from that place to St.
Anns,

Mr. CHURCHILL presented a petition for an
increase of salary.

Mr. ARCHIBALD presented a petition for the
%([).ntract for the building of a bridge at Acadia
Mines, . :

Also a petition from Rev. Mr, Waddell, a
Commissioner of Schools for the shore district
of the County of Halifax, setting forth desired
changes in the Education law, in reference to
the support of Schools in poor seetions.—Re-
ferred to Committee on Education.

Mr. TOWNSEND a petition from Yarmouth
for the erection of a breakwater.

Algo two other petitions on- postal matters.

BILLS,

Mr. PRYOR, a8 Chairman of Committee on
Private and Local bills reported favourably
on the bill to incorporate the Ophir Mining
Company without amendments, and the bills
to incorporate the Strait of Canso Marine
Railway Company, the Nova Scotia Chamber
of Commerce, the Merrigomish Coal Mining
Company, and the Washington Pier and Har-
bor Company, with amendments.

HoN. ATTY, GENL. presented a petition for
an act to enable the Trustees of a School Sec-
tion in Colchester to sell the school house.

Hon, Mr. SHANNON {ntroduced a bill to es-
tablish a system of 8ewerage in the City of
Halifax.—Als0 a petition from Gay’s River on
the subject of Education,

STEWIACKE RAILWAY PROPERTY.

Mr. ARCHIBALD enquire of the Govern-
ment whether certain lands at Lower Stewi-
acke had been disposed of. Fe said that the
sale of this property had been reported against
by the Railway Committee but he had been
informed thatthe Governmentbad determined
to override this decision and to sell the land.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL explained that in
previous sessions thé matter had come before
the Committee in the shape of a claim founded
on the assertion that the land had never been
raid for and that a greater quantity had been

taken than was intended. The lot referred to
was not required for Railway purposes and.
the applicant offered an exchange, giving in-
atead of this lot a property about double the
dimensions in another locality. That the lot
was notrequired to be retained was shown by
the fact that it was leased atthe time of its
transfer.

Mr. PARKER said that the claims of the pur-
chase had been before the House for two Ses*
sions and the decision of the Committee ap-
peared to have been overridden. .

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL said that both appli-
cations of the purchaser stated that the pro-
perty had not heen paid for. .

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that the Committee
were indisposed to part with the property ats
all for the reason that the rent which it produ-
ced was larger than the sale would produce.

PETITIONS, :

Mr. ARCHIBALD presented a petition for the
establishmentof 8 Way Office at North River.
Mr. JAS. FRASER presented a petition from
East River and Albion Mines in reference to
the buildiog of a bridge.
EQUITY LAW.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL introduced a bill to
amend chaps. 124 and 125 of the Revised
Statutes, in reference to Equity proceedings,
He said that this bill was a counterpart of the
bill introduced last year which passed unani-
mously, its object being to provide for the
conduct of cases in Equity. Under the present
system arising from the abolition of the separ-
ate Jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery, the
busiuess had been transferred to the Supreme
Court, the Judges of which bad endeavored to
perform the duties thus thrown upon them,
but a great deal of difficulty had been fre-
quently experienced by questions of equity
being frequently introdaced into cases origin-
ally founded in law, and professional gentle-
men were frequently astonished in the trial of
causes of that kind at being unexpectedly
turned over to the Equity Court. Ditficulties
like those, he said, had led both bench and
bar to the conclusion that some change was
required in Equity proceedings,—the Judges
had met and the bill was the result of their
deliberations. His own practice In the
Supreme Court had led uim to the belief that,
a great deal of difficulty and expense had
arisen from the existing practice in these
matters, and he was inclined to think that the
bill did not go far emough, for the provisions
of the legislature combining law and equity
he considered had been carried farther than
was intended.

Mr. ARCHIBALD saidl he was aware that
great difticulties had arisen in the practice ag
at present established, and heknew that two
or three important suits had not been advanc-
ed a single step for a year owing to these dit-
ficulties. “is own idea, however, ran contra-
ry to that of the Attoruey Genera), for he
would desire to see not a further divorce of
equlty from law, but a resolemnization of the
marriage, the banus of which tbat gentleman
had pronounced s0me years ago. The hon.
gentlemnan, he said, had long studied to re-
move the difference in the proceedings, but
he would now be fairly open to the charge of
being untrue to his early instincts. No greater
boen could be conferred on the people than to
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make such a provision as would give to a man
the right to go into court with a case in which
he was entitled to succeed without being hus-
tled from one court into another, without get-
ting justice in any. <His idea had been that in
the appointment of an Equity Judge the op-
posite road had been takem, and that af-
ter adoping a system which the people were
beginning to understand—that system was be-
ing destroyed, and the old!Chancery practice
was being restored. It would now seem as if
not the Chancery Court, but the Judge who
had sat in_ that court had been legislated
against, and nature having removed him, axd
the Attorney General having obtained a Judge
whom he Iiked better, that gentleman was
asking the house to go back toa system which
was unsuited to this country, and was being
greatly modified in countries in which it was
established.

Mr. MILLER 8aid that no more important
question than this could come under the con-
sideration of the legislature, It was evident
to members of the profession that the tendency
during the last two or three years was to re-
vert to the Chancery system, and if such were
the intention the course should be taken by
the house with its eyes open and without
drifting in that direction under a false impres-
sion. It wounld be seen by a reference to the
Statutes that provisions very much assimilat-
ed to that system were in existence for equil-
able issues were brought from the country and
tried in Halifax at an enormous expense to

" the suitors. He had been connected with an
action of ejectment connected with the county
of Antigonish in which a verdict bad been
given for the plaintiff and sustained by the
whole bench, notwithstanding which proceed-
ings were being taken in the Equity Court to set
agide the verdict and endless litigation
must be the result. He did not deny
the propriety of allowing Equity to give
a reme where law could apply nonme,
but he t{oughc all equity actions should be
tried in the county where they originated. It
behoved gentlemen from the country connect-
ed with the legal profession to see that all
this species of business was not drawn back to
Halifax,as there was a probabilityof its being,
and, he said, it seemed probable that before
long the mask would be thrown off and the
old Court of Chancery with its many causes
of objection and its great expense would be re-
Vive&. The change proposed by the bill ap-
peared to be an important one and he trusted
it would receive careful attention,

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL 8aid that his wish was
not to limit the power of the Supreme Court
Judges in applying equitable principles nor to
change the venue of country causes. The
Judges sectned now to be under the impres-
sion that they were bound to_apply equitable
principles to a case of law under trial whether
these were eguitable pleadings or not, and
the moment & Judge left the fundamental
principles of law for any floating ideas of
Equity, » system was produced on which no
one could depend. If any membersof the pro-
fession could make avy suggestion by which
pure law could be had when it was wanted
and pure equity when that was wanted they
would be gladly received. The difficulty at
vresent principally arose in the administration

of equitable principles in cases in whioh no
equitable pleadings were put in.

The bill was read a first time.

LICENSE LAW.,

Mr. ARCHIBALD said that & number of peti-
tions had been placed in bis hands, praying an
alteration of the license law. When this mai-
ter had been discussed previously, the decision
of the legislature had bLeen that the sale of li-
quors and the sale of %roceries should be sepa-
rated ;—this principle bad been couceded as a
sound one by nearly every member whatever
his abstract opinions on the subject of temper-
ance wight be, It had been assumed and ad-
mitted that there was no such dangerous coin-
bination as that which formerly existed, and
his opinion had been that the matter was thus
disposed of, but it appeared by a decision of the
Recorder of Halifax that the faw conld be eva-
ded, or its difficulties got over, by granting two
licenses to each individual so that, instead of
separating the two branches of trade, the effecs
was merely to impose a heavier tax upon the
dealer. He presented petitions from the resi-
dents of Wallace, Argyle, 8t. Margaret's Bay,
Elmsdale, and Margarea on this subject, ana
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend
chap. 19 of the Revised Statutes.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that in the licenselaw
there had always been a distinction made be-
tween the town of Pictou, the city of Halifax,
and the other portions of the Province. He did
not understand why some of his constituents
had petitioned for a change in the license law
of Halifax.

Mr. ARCHIBALD replied that the matter was
by no means local, and he presumed that these
petitions were signed in the general intereats of
the canse of temperance.

Hon, ATTY. GEN. 8aid he could not conceive
how the two licenses could enable parties to
evade the law, inasmuch as the tavernlicense
itself stipulated that goods should not be sold
in the same premises with liguors, nor did it
seem to him consistent with the duty of the
sessions to grant them. By the decision of the
Recorder, however, it appeared that the law
could be so evaded, aund if the separation of
liquors from other goods had been the settlad
policy of the House, it should be carried out.
It was intended torestrain a system which was
undoubtedly a gross abuse.

Mr. BLANCHARD said he could explain the
existing difficulty, and he wouid do so the
more readily from the fact that in previous
sessions he had taken great pains to effect the
separation, and because the organ of the tempe-
rance body bad gone out of its way to make
a personal attack upon the member for Rich-
mond and himself. The House had distinctly
refused to make such an enactinent as would
compel the,separation gn the city, and had
decided to leave the matter in the hands of
the City Council. The provision for the gene-
ral license still remaining, he and otber gentle-
men had been applied to for advice, and hail
given it as their opinion that the old general
license could be grauted. The fault did
not lie with the House or with the Committee
on City Blls, but no form of general licenses
being specifled, the law had become inopera-
tive. If the FHouse chose to take the matter
out of the hands of the City Counbil, and to
dictate what licanses should be grauted, he
would have no objection.
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Hon. Mr. SHANNON referred to the attempt-
ed alteration of the city license law last year.

Mr. ARCHIBALD remarked that the town of
Pictou was also excluded from the operation
of the general law. Such legislation was not
adapted tothe wants of the country, and he
did not see why these cxceptions should be
made.

Mr. MILLER said that as the organ of the
Temperance body had been referred to, he
would saya word on the subject, though he
felt surprised that the hon. member for Inver-
ness had thought it worth while to refer to it.—
That paper would seem to insinunate that that
gentleman and himself were occupying a po-
sition inconsistent with their legislative duties
in being retained by any body of persons. The
facts were, that after the passage of the law, a
number of gentlemen called upon them for
advice, and, in discharge of their professional
duties, that advice was given. A journal
which went out of its way to make an iasinu-
atlon that the retainer had been accepted in a
legislative capacity, was not likely to promote
the ohjects it had in view. He did net think
the proposed separation a wise policy, and had
heard mo argument advanced inits support
that was entitled to a great deal of weight.—
That had been his opinion of the matter long
before the (+rocers’ and Liquor Dealers' Associ-
ation had been in existence.

Mr ARCHIBALD said he had been desirous that
Mr. Blanchard should have an opportunity
of explaining his postion in reference to the
matter, and was glad to find that that gentle-
man’s views coincided with those of the pro-
moters of the change, and with the views en-
tertained by the great majority of the people
The hon member for Richmond entertained dif-
ferent sentiments, and he was entitled to hold
these, and to give an opirion upon the law
without the imputation of improper motives.
He trusted that the observations to which these
gentlemen refered would not prevent them
from carrying out their convictions as to the
course whick should be adopted; butso far
from thinking that the latter gentleman was
right in treating the organ of the Temperance
body with contempt, he considered a paper
fighting in the cause of Temperande and mora-
lity, against such opposition as it must haveto
encounter, should be referred to with respect,
He had never seen anything in that paper to
lead him to think it other than the organ of a
very large influential, and respectable class of
people.

Mr. TOBIN said he had never considered this
a question with which the House should deal;
it was a matter for the the City Council and the
Sessions, because the Province derived no re-
venue from the licenses. The Maygr and Cor-
poration of the city whese entrusted with mat-
ters far transcending this in importance, and
they should be the judges of what was a good
license law. He thought the conduct of the ci-
tizens of Halifax was as orderly as that ot any
other people in British America or tbe United
States. The leader of the Opposition had once
countended that the country should be governed
by cold water principles, but that gentleman
seemad to have changed his opinions, and to
have come to the conclusion that hot piety and
cold water were not best after all. Even the
Chairman of Rallways would admit that some-
thing besides cold water was necessary in his

department. The law which had existed up to
last session imposing heavy fines upon persons
selling liquor without Jicense, was an instance
of a law which was too stringent to be carried
into effect.—and as to the expediency of the
separation claus, very great doubts existed in
the community.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said he did not see wh
authority should be given to the City Courcil
to deal difterently with the community of Hali-
fax from any other portion of the Province.

The bill was read a first time.

* MISCELLANEOTUS.

Mr. S. MACDOXNELL presented a petition
from Inverness against the Union of the Col-
onies.

Also, a petition from the same county, ask-
ing the establishment ofa daily mail to Port
Hood and Margaree, This petition he urged
very strougly upon the notice of the Govern-
ment, alluding particularly to the fact that a
daily mail now crossed the Gut of Canso on its
way to Syduaey.

Mr. LONGLEY, in accordance with leave pre-
viously obtained, introduced a bill inreference
to a public landing at Paradise.

RAILWAY DAMAGES.

Mr. D. FRASER presented a petition from
certain inhabitants of Pictou, praying tor an
alteration in the 70th chapter of the Revised
Statutes, respecting Railways.

Mr. ARCHIBALD called attention to the pro-
priety of taking the petition into careful con-
sideration, and expressed his opinion that the
power given by the law to cut down timber,
&c., for public purposes, should be carefully
restrained. No individual should bes more
overridden than is absolutely necessary for
the promotion of the public interests.

Mzr. D, ¥rASER introduced an Act to amend
chap. 70 R. 8., in accordance with the prayer of
the petition. ) .

Hon. Prov. SEcCY. said that he hoped that
the hon member would be able to suggest a
means by which the interests of the public, as
well as those of private individuals, would be
equally protected. He was not prepared to
say that sub-contractors might not occasional-
1y take a coursa under the present law, which
would be exceedingly inconvenient to the own-
ers of private property, but the proper time for
parties to remonstrate was when the Railway
Act was being passed. The House should not
forget that an expenditure of $2,000,000 was
now going on for a great public work, which,
whilst of undoubted advantage to the whole
Proviace, would especially benefit Pictou, and
largely increase the value of property within
miles of the railway. Under such circumstan-
ces he thought it strange to see persons object-
ing to incur a small amount_ of inconvenience
in connection with a work which was to be of
such signal advantage to them. He had no ob-
Jjection to the introduction of the bill, though
he wonlad like to see how the publit as well as
private interests were to be at the same time
protected. He had heard of parties who had
combined to put a price of 60 cents upon rail:
way sleepers, and yet had sold them subse-
quently for 10 cen’s to the parties who actually
got the contracts. It was as well to understand
whether those engaged in the construction of
our Railways wera to be called upon to pay
inordinate prices through such combinations.

«
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It should be remembered, too, in considering
the present question, that contracts had been
entered into for railways to New Brunswick
and Anuapolis, and the counties through
which these lines would pass would be obliged
to bear the damage for the right of way and
the property required, as under the existing
law. If the law was altered without due con-
sideration, great inconvenience might arise in
connection with the construction of these great
public works.

(A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council, stating that they had agreed to
the following bills without amendment:—

To incorporate the Acadia Lodge of Freema-
sons at Pugwash,

To amend the act incorporating the Boston
and Bridgeport Coal Company.

Also to the following bills with amendments:

To incorporate the New York and Cape Bre-
ton Coal Company.

To incorporate the collins Coal Company.)

Mr. ARCHIBALD 8aid that he had it brougkt
to his notice that the existing law did operate
injuriously to many private individuals. Ian
amending the law,the House would be only
transferring the burthen from the parties who
now suffered to the counties which ought to
suffer. A man through whose land a railway
went might be grossly injured beyond the
amount that hereceived in the way of compen-
sation from the public. He knew of instances
in the neighborhood of Truro of farmers who
had been very far from receiving adequate
compensation for the damages they had sus-
tained. Every caution possible should be ex-
ercised in dealing with the rights of property,
and in no case should they te over-ridden ex-
cept where the public interests imperatively
demanded it. He had do hesitation in saying
that the present law was arbitrary in the ex-
trems, and could only be paralleled in despotic
countries like Russia and Turkey. He also
pointed out the fact that even the present law
had been considerably amended from what it
had been originally. Ofcourse,as we obtained
experience on the subject, we were enabled to
see in what respects it required amendment
and improvement.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL replied that the
houn. gentleman, who declared the act to be so
iniquitous, had had as much to do with 1ts in-
troduction and pagsage as any one in the legis-
lature. Much misapprehension appeared to
exist respecting the nature of the law; its ob-
Jject was to assist the government in carrying
out great public works, without embarrassment
from combinations of individuals. A similar
regulation existed in all countries where pub-
lic works are carried on, and its necessity was
obvious to any oene who considered the subject
with any care. He had not heard any evidence
to show that the parties in question were es-
pecially injured, or were not to be remunerated
for what damages they had received. He wish-
ed to know the specitic character of the injur-
ies received before applying a remedy. If it
could be shown that tgey had incurred a large
logs, and had not received a due equivalent
therefor, then the matter would standin an en-
tirely different position. His own experience
was that no individual, who could show that he
had been unjustly used, would fail to receive
Jjustice at the hands of the legislature. And he

added that the Government would never sauc-

tion any arbitrary and uniiuam'ﬁable use of the
law on the part of its employees.

Mr. TOBIN expressed his surprise that such
complaints should come from a county so
especially favored as Pictou. No member in
the House had done more to extend the rail-
way to that county,and he therefore regretted
to see the course that was now being pursued
by certain parties. After years of agitation,
the province had made itself liable for a large
expenditure for the especial advantage of
Pictou, and he thought, under the circum-
stances, the people of that county should be
more generous, and not endeavor to obstruct
the construction of the line. There might be
cases of hardship in consequence of railway
contractors being forced to enter upon private
lands,—there might be even wantonness on
the part ofthese contractors, but these cases
had not been shewn. He did not think the
necessity for any amendment had arisen, but
believed that the law was sufficient to protect
the rights of individuals, fozr it ‘enabled them to
have an appraisement of the damage they
might sustain. .

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL expressed his regret that
the petition had ever been sent up to the
House., As one who had supported the exten-
sion of the railway to Pictou—as one repre-
senting a constituency not directly benefitted
by that line——he thought the people of that
county should rest satistied with the advan-
tages it had already received from the Legisla-
ture, without raising such trivial demands.—
They were called upon to suffer the same in-
conveniences that individuals were in connec-
tion with the making of a public road. Every
fudividual must give up a certain amount of
his rights for the public advantage. He did

not see whatthe petitioners had to complain

of, inasmuch as they were enabled by the law
to have an appraisement made of the injuries
received. If the line of railway were extend-
ed to Guysboro’, he was quite satisfied that the
people would make no such complaints.

Mr. LONGLEY was glad to hear such senti-
ments expressed by gentlemen on both sides
respecting the complaints made in the petition;
and expressed his opinion that the law gave
such individuals sufficient protection when it
enabled them to a{;point one of the appraisers
to estimate the value of the extent of damage
incurred. He did not think it all becoming for
the people of Pictou to make such complaints
under existing circumstances. He did not wish
to say anything that might exasperate the pub-
lic mind in Picton, but he had certainly heard
rumors of obstructive measures pursued by.cer-
tain parties in that county, that-did not exbibit
the existence of a very proper spirit. Asfaras
the Government were concerned, they had all
along acted with the most sincers desite to pro-
mote the construction of this great public un-
dertaking by all the means in their power.

Mr. D. FRASER replied that there was not
one word in the petition against the Govern-
ment; all that was asked was an amendment.
of the law,—and surely the individuals who
petitioned were worthy of a hearing, at all
events. He was surprised to hear it stated
that the whole of the county of Pictou was in-
terested in the present question,—it was actu-
ally only a small settlement. He maintained
that these parties had been hardly dealt with:
they had only small pieces of land,and had been
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denuded of valuable wood which they had been
carefully preserving. He had -been a contrac-
tor on the railway himself, but he had never al-
lowed one of his wmen to go nutside of the line
for sleepers or fences—for he believed that was
really trespassing; but everybody, he knew,
did not act in the same way. As respects the
case referred to by the Provincial Secre-
tary, the real fact was that the gentleman own-
ed a valuable tract of wood, and rather than
allow the contractor to go upon and destroy it
without discrimination, he offered to supply all
the sleepers at ten cents each. He- knew cases
in the county of Pictou of individuals going
upon private properts, miles away from the
railway, and catting down fence material. He
trusted that tho House would consent to make
the law more explicit.

Mr. BLANCHARD 8aid that some of the gen-
tlemen who had addressed the House appeared
entirely to misapprehend the question. It was
not the people of Picton who made these com-
plaints, but a small portion of them. These
parties asserted that the law had operated
moss injuriously to them, and asked the House
t0 provide a remedy. According to the peti-
tion, one cornplaint was that lumber had been
carried away, and that it consequently became
impossible to appraise the damage sustained.
Within the past year, the Solicitor General had
given it as his opinion thata man could go and
take fencing, and it was therefore very neces-
sary that the law should be defined. In the
county of Pictou they had actually gone and
taken stone twelve miles beyond the track of
therailway. Anyone who looked at the names
on the petition would see at once that there
must be good reasons for such a petition having
been sent to the Legislature.

Mr. MCKAY expressed his opinion that the
law now on the Statute Book required some
amendwmweut, ard that there was already suffi-
cient evidence before the Rajlway Commis-
sioner to prove it. On Saturday he had receiv-
ed a letter from persons on the line of railway,
stating that sub-contractors of Mr. Fleming
were going round and telling parties that un-
less they furnished sleepers, cordwood, and
fencing, without delay, men would be sent to
take such articles. He was surprised that the
Railway Commissioner, with such facts before
him, should use such language as he had that
day. Therailway was of undoubted benefit to
Pictou; but it was not a local, but a great and
necessary Provincial work. Justice sheuld be
done to all parties who could make out a fair
and legitimate case. Individuals who had
small tracts of land, and a little wood on them,
were the real sufferers.

Hon ATTORNEY GENERAL said that be had
not made a single reference to the county of
Pictou, but sitnply alluded to the rights of in-
dividuals. He never denied the priciple that,
although private individuals must at times
ield to urgent public necessity and for the good
of many, yet their rights should be touched as
little as possible. He was quite satistied that
the Government would not sanction any illegal
He was free to say that there might be hard-
or unjustifiable acts on the part of a contractor.
ship arise, when a litile temperate conduct on
the part of contractors would save the property
of an individual from unecessary damage, and
still do no injury to the publicservice. Every

one knew that where an arbitrary power was
given to an individual, he might exceed it at
times. He was inclined, however to think that
the present law was sufficiently comprehen-
sive to cover all these difticulties. No cuoe
however, wished to prevent investigations into
the question.

Mr. ARCHIBALD stated that on the face of
the petition it was mentioned that valuable,
even line trees, had been cut down. Could any
one say that every measure should not be tak-
en to prevent arbitrary conduct on the part ot
sub-contractors? All that the petitioners ask-
ed was that there shonld be a restraining pow-
er in the law. No one said that the Govern-
roent desired to use a tyrannical powerin this
matter; but it should be remembered that the
law was introduced in the infancy of our rail-
way system. Now, additional experience had
been gained, and it was well to frame the law
by the light of that experience. :

Hon. PRoV. SECRETARY 8aid he hoped there
was no lisposition to embarass the Govern-
ment in respect to the Pictou Railway, but
certainly the course taken by the hon. leader
of the Opposition was hardly worthy of a gen-
tlemen occupying 8o onerous and responsible a
position. That hon. gentleman®had himself
undertaken to alter the law,and yet on the
first note of clamor he declared it was a most
tyrannical and arbitrary measare. Allhe (Dr.
T.) wisned to know was how the law could be
amended without injury to the public interests.
8o great had been the obstruction in the way
-of obtaining sleepers that, at this very mnoment
an effort was being made to obtain them from
the neighborinngrovince—-a very strange fact
in & country like this. Under these cireum-
stances it was necessary for the House to act
with great circumspection. No one cowld deny
that persons for ten miles around the line of
railway were benefitted more or less. He did
not doubt that ignorant and unprincipled men
did, at times, go beyond tke law, but yet no Go-
vernment could preveut it.

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that he had not denied
the necessity of protecting the public interests,
and had nos attempted to raise a discussion
at what the Provincial Secretary called a eriti-
cal period. What remarks had been made had
arisen from the opposition that had been given
to the consideration of a legitimate petition,

The subject then droped.

Hon. PrROY. BECRETARY laid on the table
the application of the Society of Natural His-
tory for aid in. publishing the reports of the
proceedings. This association, he stated, had
already donea large amount ot good in calling
attention to the natural resources of this coun-
try. :

The petition was referred to the Committee
on Printing and Reporting. :

The House then adjourned.

TUESDAY, March 13, 1866.

The house met at 3 o’clock,

BILLS,

The house proceeded to consgider the amend-
ment proposed by the Legislative Council ia
the bill in reference to the New York and Caps
Breton Ooal Mining Company. The alteration
was the striking ouy of a clause which exten-
ded the liability of shareholders to the period
of six months afier disposing of their shares.
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Hon. PROV. SECRETARY said that if the in-
sertion of this clanse were not usual and if it
prevented the stock from being readily taken
1t should be omitted, but if a settled policy on
the subject had been adopted it should not be
departed from without deliberation. He had
always been of opinion that a most liberal
policy should characterise the legislature in
dealing with these bills and had always stronﬁ-
ly advocated the limited liability clause. It
would appear also that the house had passed
a number of such bills without the clause,
which was struck out in the upper house.

Mr. ARCHIBALD said he understood that
some of the companies now applying had ob-
tained acts of incorporation in ptrevious sessi-
ons with the insertion of such a clause, and
they now sought a limitation of the Iiabilic{;
whether this was the case or not, he thought
that if any bills had been passed without the
clause it was unknowa to any member—when
holding the office of Attorney General he had
felt it his duty to watch this species of legisla-
tion narrowly. The effect of passing an act of
incorporation without chargiog this liability
upon the shareholders would be that a bogus
company could be organized and a sharehold-
er to the amount of $100 after paying $1 could
transfer his shares to a sham person and thus
rid himself of the lability which bad been in-
curred partly upon the credit of his being con-
nected with the company.

Hon, ATTY. GENL. said he did not consider
it the duty of the Crown Officers any more
than of other members of the house to watch
this legislation—if such were the case the gov-
erament would be responsible for the action of
the house. The duty of guarding the interests
of the public in enacting private bills had been
entrusted to a committee, and until he saw
some proof of their neglect he would not deem
it his duty specially to interfere. It was clear
that no stricter rule should be applied to one
company than another, and it was possible
that in guarding the rights of the public too
great restrictions might be appiled; he remem-
bered in one case a member representing that
the strictness of the existing provisions were
50 great that capitalists would not incur the
liability of investing in our mines, and there-
upona debate had arisen on the policy
first adopted in France and then in England of
limited liability. From that time more liberal
views were adopted, resulting in the provision
that no shareholder should be liable for more
than the amount of stock for which he had
subscribed. He could not conceive any reason
why a company should object to such a clause
as that which had been inserted and struck
out by the upper house.

Mr. BOURINOT regretted that the action of
the upper house in limiting the liability of the
shareholders did not meet with more favour-
able consideration. After being debated by
that body for some time, it had been agreed to
with the concurrence of the Solicitor General.

Mr. TOBIN said that applications were made
at every session for acts of incorporation, and
it would be found that out of about thirty min-
ing companies in Cape Breton and Nova
Scotia, only nine or ten carried on operations
to any extent. The policy of the legislature
had been to aftord every encouragewent to
})arties engaged in those eutergrises, and very

ew checks a.mlio guards had been erected to

secure the public against the evils of mere
speculation. It wonld not be doubted that
there were many persons connected with these
companies who would disconnect themselves
from them as soon as they were organisd. The
clause under discussion he considered one that
was wise, and that should be retained,
and if any Dbills had passed without
its insertion, it had been without bis know-
ledge. Many of the companies that had ob-
tained acts of incorporation had not raised a
cargo of coal, and the only ore carrying on
important operations in Nova Scotia was the
Albion Company,—some of them also after
unsuccessful attempts to float their stock in
the United States, had endeavoured to put it
in the market bere, and it should be remem-
bered that capitalists in the States did not in-
vest from any dearire to improve the condition
of the country, but merely as a speculation, to
be abandoned unhesitatingly if it failed to
make an adequate return.

Mr. BouriNOT remarked that several
Companies, as was stated in the de-
bate in the other House, had obtained
their acts of incorporation free from any
such restrictive clause, and if the clanso
wereinsisted on in the bill under discussion, he
would take care that all companies be hence-
forth placed on the same footing. The hon.
gentleman who had preceded him had made a
number of rambling statements concerniug
the operations of the various companies, but a
reference to the figures would have shown
him that out of 600,000 tons of coal raised in the
Province during the financial year, 400,000 had
been raised in the County of Cape Breton,
shewing that these companies instead of being
bogus were bona fide organizations of persons
who were ready and willing to embark their
capital in_developing the resources of the
country. Had the gentlemen thus engaged
depended upon Nova Scotian capital and en-
terprise not a mine would have been.
opened —they came to Halifax and sought:
in  vain for encouragement among the
capitalists of the city, but when they went to
the United States they found persons willing
to embark in the uudertaking, after which
persons here were only too glad to obtain the
stock. Under these circumstances it ill-be-
came a gentleman represeuting a large niér-
cantile city to malke such allusions to the moss
important resources of the country. On intes-
tigation it would be found that the Acadia,
the Block House, the Caladcnia Glace Bay,.
the Clyde, the Collins, the Glace Bay, the In-
ternational, and Mira Bay, wers all conducting -
extensive operations. Out of the great nuun-
ber of companies whose bills he had introduc-
ed only two or three had not gone into opera-
tion and those would soon be organised. Be-
fore any gentleman undertook to cast a slur
upon the credit of these companies he should
have made himself better acquainted with the
facts than the hon. member for Halifax ap-
peared to be.

Mg. PRYOR said that on fiuding that the
clause had been omitted in the bill under con-
sideration he suggested its}insertion, knowin
that after solemn argument and deliberation
the house had decided that such-a provision
should be contained in all such bills,

Mr, MILLER said he

grincipally rose {o ask
whose duty it was to ta!

e charge of the legige
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lation of the Bouse? It had teen stated and
not denied that bills had passed without the
provision under discussion, and the Solicitor
General had stated that none of the bills pass-
ed for some years had any such clause, al-
thpugh the house had decided that it should
be inserted in all of them. He had always un-
derstood that that duty devolved on the Attor-
ney General, and he knew that when the mem-
ber for Colchester held that office no measure
was allowed to pass without his supervision;
—the predecessor of the present incumbent al-
80, although so far advanced in life that the un
remitting toil and attention so required could
hardly be expected from him, bad displayed
great activity and vigilance in this respect.
One would be inclined to think, from seeing
the attention given to the legislation by the
leader of the Opposition that that gentleman
was the Attorney General. It was but right
that there should be some understanding as to
whose duty it was to see that the private Acts
did not conflict with the existing laws or with
the geperal policy of the Legislature.

Mr. ToBIN, in reply to Mr. Bourinot, said
that gentleman had failed to enlighten him by
bis references to the companies,—it would be
seen that the Caladonia Cow Bay Company
had not raised a bushel of coal, the Clyde
company had followed suit and the Mira Bay
company had not raised enough to load a
small schooner., He said it would also be
found that the skill and enterprise engaged in
these operations was not altogether American,
but on the contrary was chiefly Provincial.
The House should be careful not to afford fa-
cilities for American égambling speculations.

Mr. BOURINOT gaid that when a member
uandertook to correct statements made by an-
other he should have made himself more con-
versant with his subject than the hon. mem-
ber for Halifax appeared to be. It would seem
as if that gentleman had heard something
somewhere and wanted to say something with-
out knowing what it was, He (Mr. B.) had
shown the house in his previous remarks that
the hon. gentleman was inaccurate in his con-
clusions.

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE said that looking at
the general {operations of the Mining Compa-
nies he did not think the insertion of such a
clause necessary. The originai insertion of
sach a provision had no_connection with our
coal mines, but with an iron mining company
that exploded, leaving their liabilities unad-
justel—no such case had occurred for years,
and there seemed to be no ground for com-
plaintin connection with present mining opera-

" tions. There was much to be said in favour
of the rejection of the clause,—for instance,
suppose {a party went to Britain and made a
proposal for the sale of stock—the capitalists
wonld see that if they invested £500 they
would be liable for the previous debts of the
company, and would hesitate long before going
into the speculation. It was an unwize policy
so to trammel a bona fide Company that
would have to incur large outlay in organis-
ing. All the security that could be required
wonld be the mineral remaining under the soil.

Mr. BLANCHARD said that wheu he came
into the Hotse no company could be incorpo-
rated without every member being liable for
double the amount of his stock. Subsequently

< a number of warm debates arose on the sab-

ject, and the present Equity Judge had been a
warm opponent of adopting a less guarded
system, arguing that a shareholder might, by
transferring his shares to a pauper, avoid the
liabilities incurred. After much discussion
the house came to the conclusion that the lia-
bility should be reduced to the single amount
of the shares, on condition that the sharehold-
er be liable for six months after the transfer. A
well known capitalist had said that in embark-
ing in a scheme he was willing to risk all that
he subseribed, but not a shilling more, and
this provision it was reasonable for any com-
pany to ask; but looking at the real operation
of this clause, it would be seen that it only
rendered a man liable for the debts which he
himself had incurred. If any company asked
a greater indulgence, it would appear to him
to be a ground of suspicion.

Hon. Mr. SHANNOX said that in 18G4 a large
number of these bills came up for the firsy
time, and it was decided to have a mcdel bill
drafred, and it was framed by the nresent
Equity Judge. Last year, when the billscame
up, it was always asked whether they accord-
ed with the modei bill, and on that guarantes
they passed. If a settled gohcy had bheen
adopted in this respect, he did not see why it
should be changed. A

Hon. ATTY. GEN again argued in favour of
the adoption of the legislation in question. It
was not the fact that the capital was all paid
up, but the responsibility of the shareholders
that gave the public confidence. He had oc-
casion to inquira into this matter, when recent-
1y in England, and was told that the less there
was paid up the greater security had the pub-
lic. It was nos the policy of the house that a
large amount of capital should be paid up.
When the Legislature did not ask that all the
capital be paid up, it counsidered it necessary
that the creditor should bave another gnaran-
tee—that each shareholder should be 1inade
lable for six months after the transfer of stock.
He thought urder all the circumstances there-
fore the clanse should be kept.

The amendment was accordingly negatived.

The Collin’s Coal Mine Company Bill was
next taken up and disposed of.

MISCELLANEOUS

Hon PrOV. SEC. laid on the table the report
of Professor How on certain minerals found -
by Dr. Honeyman.

Also, the report of the Engineer of the St.
Peter's Canal.

Mr MILLER requested thas$ the latter report
be published for the information of his consti-
tuents as he had received complaints that the
work had not been properly carried ou.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said that the report had to
he published in the journals, and could there-
fore be printed as the hon gentleman wished
without entailing any additional expenses.

THE ESTIMATES,

Mr. ANNAND referred to the necssity of hav-
ing the Estimates down at as early a period as
possible. Last session, though they involved
the expenditure of an immensge sum of monsy,
they were brought down at a very late date,
and the house were altogether unable to give
them that attentiod which was absolutely ne-
cessary for the protection of the public inter-
ests. This year particularly it was due tothe
house that the Estimates should be brought
down without delay. Gentlemen,in view of
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the present crisis, should have ample time to
consider these papers which always preceded
the action upon the tariff.

Hon. ATTY. GEN.replied that measures were
being taken with as little delay possible to lay
the Estimates on the table. The hon. gentle-
man would see that the government would
not ounly have to consider the amount of ex-
penditure for the present year, but also the al-
tered circumstances of the country arising
out of the abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty.
The duty, therefore, that now devolved on the
Financial officer was of afar more onerous
character than it had been for the past ten
years.

PETITIONS OF RAILWAY CONTRACTORS,

Hon. PrROV. 8ECY. 1aid on the table the peti-
tion of D. Cameron, late Railway contractor,
for remuneration for certain services perform-
ed. Also, the petition of D. Grant, and M. Me-
Leod, in relation to_the contracts which they
recently had ou the Picton Railway. He ex-
plained that the first petition was an applica-
tion to the Government, but the other two
were sent to the members of the county for
presentation to the House. These gentlemen,
however, in accordance with the rule respect-
ing money petitions, had handed them to the
Government who, being desirous of giving the
petitioners every opportunity of asserting
what claims they supposed they had, now laid
them on the table for the information of the
House. On a former occasion, he had stated
that the contractors had all been settled with
to their entire satisfaction: the grounds for that
statement were contained in the papers which
he also laid on the table. He moved that all
the documents be read, and then they might
be appropriately referred to the Railway Com-
mittee.

MR. ARCHIBALD said that the present peti-
tions were of no ordinary character, and the
propriety of so referring them might be ques-
tioned. .

The papers were read by the Clerk,

Hon. PrOV. SEC, said that now it ‘would be
seen that he had abundang reason for the
statements he had made od a previous day.
1t was not pretended by the contractors that
they had not been paid in full for all the work
they had performed, but they claimed that
they undertook the contract at a smaller
amount than they could possibly do it for. He
believed that that statement was coyrect, and
thbat some of them had sustained a consider-
able loss in conseqaence. Of course the Go-
vernment could not entertain any such claim
for a single instant; they had discharged all
legal demands upon them, and there their du-
ty ended. They did mot wish, however, to
shut these men off from having their case
placed before the Legislature.

Mr. LockE said that these papers, if refer-
red to the Railway Committee, would give
them more work than they could perform dur-
ing the present session. He thought the Go-
vernment should assume full responsibility in
the matter, and not attempt to throw it upon
the House. )

Mr. ARCHIBALD raid that the moment the
government brought down these gapers and
asked to have them referred to the railway
Committee, they admitted that these men had
some ground for the application they made; it

came endorsed as it were by the approval of
the government. He was of opirion that the
government should have assumed the full res-
ponsibility of deciding on the claims. If they
decried these parties had no right to remunera-
tion and put down nothing in the estimate, then
the gentlemen interested could bring the sub-
ject up in the shape of a resolution.

Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL said that the pro-
per course to pursue was for rhe government
to assuame full responsibility in the matter,
and if they decided on rejecting the prayer of
the petitioners, then the matter could be
brought to the notice of the house by a resolu-
tion. He was not disposed, for one, to recog-
nize extras, whether connected with the con-
struction of railways, or bridges, or roads
throughout the country. If the principle were
sanctioned, it would never end; parties would
be coming up time and again to the house and
asking for remuneration because they had ta-
ken contracts too low. He thought it was full
time that the government ghou'd assume some
degree of responsibility in connection with
public questions. He had hoped that the Pro-
vincial Secretary would have been prepared,
after all he had said in times past, to pursue a
very different course to that he was now fol-
lowing. At present the country had a govern-
ment that claimed to be responsible for noth-
ing. The house was now to be the tribunal
for the decision of questions thatshould be de-
cided by the government.

Hon. ATTY. GEN. said that it was quite ob-
vious that any course whatever that the gov-
ernment might pursue would meet with the
disapprobation of gentlemen opposite. If they
had done what gentlemen said they ought to
have done, a clamour would have been imme-
diately raised. The government did not consi-
der themselves justified in considering these
claims—all that they could do was to bring
them to the house, and explain their character,
The petitions had been handed to the govern-
meut in accordance with the rule of the house,
and they now laid them on the table. Thego-
vernment had settled all legal demands upon
them, and could now only lay the case of the
petitioners before the house for its decision
whether they bad any equitable claim to con-
sideration. He did not say there was anything
in tbesq clam}s, but the government could not
be justified in preventing these men being
heard. He believed that these were the only
cases of a similar character that could be pro-
sented to the house. Ee had learned on going
over the railway that the contractors had en-
tirely mistaken the character of the soil; it
was most difficult to work, more 8o than even
stone. Hence the claim of the petitioners.

Mr. BLANCHARD had hoped that the gov-
vernment would not bring up the troublesome
question of extras, but that the house had
long since heard the last of them. He had cer-
tainly heard with surprise the statement that
because a man made a mistake in taking a
contract, he had a right to come before the Le-.
gislature and ask for remuneration. During the
first session he had been in the house a person
came to ask for remuneration for a certain
work near Halifax, but his petition was not
listened to. He trusted that the house would
be very careful before establishing any prin-
ciple which would be likely tooperate prejadi-
cally to the public interests.
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Eon. Prov. SEC. said that he had stated
frankly at the commencement that the gov-
ernment had rejected these claims as far as
they wexe considered. All that they wished
was that the parties in question should not be
deprived of the liberty of stating their case to
the House. Ifthey had been disposed to en-
tertain the prayer of the petitions, the matter
would not now have been brought up. The
danger of making any precedent in such cases
he fully appreciated; and it was very proba-
ble the house would adopt such a view. The
contractors were one and all under the deepest
obligations to the government for having re-
lieved them of a work which would have
entailed upon them most serious loss. He add-
ed, in conclusion, that the government thought
it proper, in view of the approaching dehate,
to lay these papers before the house with as
little delay as possible.

The documents were allowed to lie on the ta-
ble for the present.

~ PETITIONS.

Mr. CHURCHILL gresented a petition from
Newport and Avondale for a bridge,and urged
the desirability of the undertaking.

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of R. 8.
Morrison, Postmaster at St. Peters for addi-
tional remuneration; the petitioner had given
entire satisfaction, and his present salary,
£16, was entirely inadequate to the amount
of work he had to perform. Also the petition
of inhabitants of 8t. Peter’s Island asking for
a way office at that place; the present ar-
rangements were most inconvenient to people
of that locality.

Mr. C.J. CAMPBELL presented the follow-
ing petitions:—

One from inhabitants of Bedeque, askiug for
a repeal of the law of ’62 in respect to union of
Presbyterian churches.

Another on the same subject from Middle
River,

One from the inhabitants of Red Head, ask-
ing for road money.

Oune from inhabitants of Bedeque River, ask-
ing for aid towards a road.

Ir. HILYL presented a petition for ‘the estab-
lishment of a Way Office.

Mr. S. MCDONNELL ‘3}“‘“‘”“ a petition
from the Post Master of Margaree for an in-
crease of salary.

Also a road petition from S8hip Harbour.

Mr. LONGLEY presented a petition from
New Albany in favour of assessment for the
suﬁport‘ of schools.

r. ANNAND presented a petition on the
same subject from Middle Musquodoboit.

Mr. KAULBACK presented a petition from
‘William McGrath for a road and bridge to
connect with Annapolis County.

Also a petition from New Ross for an in-
trease of pay to the courier,

MrrPRYOR introduced a bill relating to the
attendance of jurors at the sessiohs of the
county of Halifax.

Mr. COLIN CAMPBELL presented a petition
from Wm. Warren and others, for an increase
of salary.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Hon. Prov. S8Ecy. laid on the table infor-
mation asked for by Mr. Hebb on a previous
day in reference to the Inspector of Schools
for Lunenburg county, showing that that

PROCEEDINGS

officer’s salary hadbeen from May 1864 to
January last, 5 per cent. commission
On  Eraldb....oeiieviiiiiannneins $290 71.

School Visitations 286

Total. ... $576 71.

‘Hon. Prov. SECY. moved that Mr. James
Fraser be substituted for Mr. Caldwell on the
eommittee of Mines and Minerals.—Passed.

The House then adjourned to the following
day at 3 o’clock. )

‘WEDNESDAY, March 14th 1866.
The House met at 3 o’clock.—A call of the
house was had.
Mr. ALLISON, pursuant to leave, introduced
a bill for the relief of Geo. W. Beamer.

PETITIONS.

Mr, BoURINOT presented a petition from
Laughlan Robertson, J. A. More and others, in-
habitants of North Sydney, in favor of assess-
ment for schools.

Mr. JosT presented a petition asking that
LaHave be established as’a port of entry,
lwiz:lsco,a. petition for a bridge across LaHave

vér.

Mr. 8. CAMPBELL presented a petition for
aid for a road between Goldenville and Sher-
brooke.

Also a petition for aid to make & road from
Sherbrooke to 'Wine Harbour, which, he said,
was most deserving of attention as being con-
nected with the gold mining interests of that
part of the country.

Also a petition for aid to a road to, and for aid
for, the establishment of & new settlement on
the border of Guysboro’ and Halifax Counties.

Also, a petition for aid to remove obstruc-
tions in 8t, Mary’s River.

Mr. HILL presented a petition from Postmas-
ter of Windsor asking an increass of salary.

Mr. PRYOR preseuted a petition asking aid
in the construction of & road from Peggy’s
Cove to Dover in the Western district of Ha-
lifax county, and very strongly urged the
claims and requirements of the petitioners.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council, announcing that that hody did
not adhere to the amendment proposed by
them in the bills to incorporate the Collin’s
Coal Company, and the New York and Cape
Breton Coal Compang.

Mr. Ross presented a petition for a grant to
a road leading to 8t. Ann’s Harbour.

Mr, KAULBACK presented a petition from
350 residents of Chester, praying for the erec-
tion of a lighthouse on Chester Ironbound
Islaxnd. .

Also a petition from 200 inhabitants of Ma-
hone Bay, praying for the same object.

Also a petition from 150 residents of Tan-
cook, Western Shore, and vicinity, on the same
subject. .

Also, a petition from 70 inhabitants of Bays-
waters, praying earnestly for the same ohject.
He explained the nature of these petitions,
and strongly urged the matter upon the notice
of the government, remarking that similar pe-
titions had been favorably received some years
ago, but were unsuccessful owing to the then
financial condition of the country.

Mr. PRYOR took this opportunity of urging
the ercction of a lighthouse at Peggy’s Point,
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MINING LEASES. reference to that he would say that

Mr, TOBIN presented a petition from Jas. A, | many  held that the principles of
Moren, on behalf of the Glace Bay Mining | taxing the poduction of the raw ma-

Company, setttng forth that the limitation of
the coal mining leases prevented extensive in-
vestments and durable erections in connection
with our coal mines.

Hon. ATry. GENERAL sald that this subject
was one of great importance, and since he had
brought it to the notice of tie house some days
ago he had considered the question in all its
bearings, and was satisfied that the true in-
terests of the country required that the legisla-
ture should deal with it as speedily as possi-
ble. Attempts were being made to induge
capitalists in Britain to invest in mining oper-
ations, and the present time was therefore
most favourable for the discussion.” It might
be said that the right of the legislature to deal
with the question in 1886, when the leases ex-
pired, should be reserved, but that could cnly
be done by the sacrifice of the public interests
in the meantime, because the period was short-
ing every year, and each year added to the dif-
ficulties that were to be encountered. He
would lay on the table some documents from
which it would be seen that when the proprie-
ty of these investments had been referred to
eminent Solicitors in London, they had report-
ed directly against any parties in Eogland
advancing largely in such speculations,
and when it was stated that these
Solicitors were alzo the Soiicitors of
the Bank ef Eogland the value of
their suggestions would be recognised. When
this fact was accompanied by a remonstrance
to the same effect from gentlemen in Halifax
associated with United States capitalists, the
necessity for dealing promptly with the ques-
tion would be apparent. In the cage of a com-
pany working from hand to mouth in a state
of uncertainty as to their security, their stock
must necessarily in the course of a few years

0 down, because of ,the reluctance to invest
1n such fluctuating property. The house had
been alive for years to the importance of the
mining interests of the Province, and had stre-
nuously endeavored year after year to break
down the odious monopoly which was once in
the hands of the General Mining Association;
and had succeeded in making such arrange-
ments a8 to throw open the great bulk of our
mines and minerals to competition. The bene-
fits of this course had since been perceived,
but if, after that change matters had been
in such a state that parties could not
securely invest, the mines would still have
been unprospected and unopened. It should
be remembered that coal mining was an ex-
pensive operation, and the article had to be
produced at a low rate in order that a compe-
tition with the world ecould be maintained; if
the mines were merely worked for home con-
sumption, if a few thousand tons only were
required and the employment of the industry
of the country in developing thege resources
and in operating in the various branches of
trade which they fostered were not desirable,
1o very large amount of capital would be re-
quisite but the existing circumstances were
very difterent. When the arrangements
made with the General Mining Association
were under discussion, it was contended by
Bowe that a good bargain had not been made
because the royalty had been lessened. In

terial in any shape was contrary to sound
principles, especialg where the article was in-
tended for competition in other countries, con-
tending for the maxim of political economy
that it is bad pelicy to tax in any country the
productions of an article that can be depended
on for the employment of industry and for ex-
portation. The policy of the country in this
respect had, however been settled, and a stip-
ulation made with the General Mlning Asso-
ciation to the effect that the same amount of
royalty which they paid should be demanded
of other companies; since this had gone into
operation he had not heard many psrsons say
that sixpence a ton, and fourpence above a
certain quantity was too much or too little.
If bowever the legislature should come to the
conclusion to extend the period of the leases
the arrangements respecting the royalty might
also be revised. For the purpose of elciting
the opinions of members upon these questions
he moved that the documents be reterred to
the Committee on Mines and Minerals,

Mr. BOURINOT said be was glad that atten-
tion had been called to this matter—it had
been his intention to introduce the question if
no other member had done 80, a8 he had in his
possession information which showed that not
only English but American capitalists
were  disinclined to embark in our
mining operations under the existing state of
things, and it was not to be wondered that they
hesitated in expending the millions of dollars
required in an investment that would termi-
nate at so early a period. He wished to call
the attontion of the house particularly to the
fact that no member from ‘the Island of Cape
Breton was on the Committeg on Mines and
Minerals.

Mr. ARCHIBALD strongly condemned the
proposition to deal with so importaut a ques-
tion in o insignificant a manner. When the
Legislature in 1857 made the bargain with the
General Mining Association it was considered
that the province had surrendered enormous
privileges, but the arrangements were made
and the tax was laid upon the export of coal
under the feeling that the mines were thereby
to be freed from a monopoly; it was also known
that the whole matter would be subject to re-
vision, and the great argument used by the
Association was that their leases were to
expire in twenty years, and that a higher rate
of royalty might beimposed. Last year about
694,000 tons of coal had been raised, producing a
revenue of $69,000,—that was a handsome rev-
enue, but supposing the mines to be relieved
from the monopoly, then the amount would
have been $200,000. Where had the balance
ggne? A large portion of it had gone to make
the fortunes of those gentlemen who, out of a
purchase of about $50 had become millionaires
and wete deriving an enormous yearly rent.
In view of these facts the importance of the
subject would be recognized; and while there
was much force in the remarks of the Solicitors
t0 whom the matter had been referred, and
vwhile thie body of the house would probably
decide in favour of giving a reasonable secur-
ity for the continuance of the leases, it might
be well to consider whether a moderate re-
muneration should not be reserved.
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BILLS.

The Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod com-
manded the House to attend His Excellency
in the Council Chamber. Upon the return of
members, the Speaker announced that His Ex-
cellency had assented to the bills relating to
the Windsor and Annapolis Railway Compa-
ny, the New York and Cape Breton Coal
Mining Company, the Collins Coal Mining
Company, the Boston aund Bridgeport Coal
Mining Company, and the Acadia Lodge of
Freemasons.

MINING LEASES,

Hon PROVINCIAL SBECRETARY said that the
importance of the question could not be over-
rated. Members had not been taken by sur-
prise in the introduction of this discussion, be-
cause the papers had been laid on the table
some days before. He was quite prepared to
take the responsibility of expressing fully his
views and opininng, and, at the same time, was
quite tprepm‘«ad to modify these on the produc-
tion of any sound argument at the other side.
Instead of making a specific motion on this
subject, he thought the matter might be dealt
with best by eliciting a full expression of opin-
ion on the part of members, and then by a re-
ference to committee, without any one being
pledged to any particular course. The com-
mittee could then report on the adoption of a
policy, and, if required, an act could be brought
in to modify the existing system. He did not
hesitate to say that he thought it would be a
wis%policy, and that the time had come when
the House should pursue that policy, to largely
extend the period of these leases,and to extend
them on the terms now in force. He had been
much impressed with an expression of Mr.
Howe some years ago, when this subject was
under discussion,— that gentleman had said
that, in his opinion, it was no more rational to
tax coals at the fnouth of the pit, than it would
be to tax turnips or potatoes when the farmer
was taking them from the earth, and that it
was the true policy to afford every possible fa-
cility to the development of our resources.—
It was only because the Legislature and the
Province required to raise a revenue from that
source that the action of the royalty was justi-
fiable. Upon a suggestion for the postpone-
ment of the debate, the hon. gentleman here
concluded his address.

Mr. ToBIN said that the system of grantin
mining licenses also required consideration.—
Some persons were in the habit of applying at
the Receiver General’s office and obtaining li-
censes to prospect over as great an extent as
five square miles of country,and without mov-
ing a peg they allowed other persons to discov-
er the mines if there were any, and then they
threw their net over the groperty and claimed
it as their own. It would be matter for con-
sideration whether they should not be obliged
to search within a given time and to make re-
turn to the Inspector of Mines. Persons get-
ting leases to mine also frequently caused in-
convenisnce by occupying a long period in
organizing a company, and a property worth
about $200,000 was sometimes valued at a mil-
lion, and an attempt then made to float the
stock. Serious complaints had arisen on these
points.

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL suggested that Mon-
day next be appointed as the day for discuss-
ing the subject.

This proposition was agreed to.

Mr. BOURINOT again called attention to the
present personnel of the Mines and Minerals
Committee. He suggested that Mr. S, McDon-
nell’s name be added. After a brief discussion
Mr. Bourinot’s name was added to that com-
mittee. -

THE EDUCATION BILL.

Hon. Prov. SEC. moved the order of the
day, the bill “to amend the Act for the better
encouragement of education.” In doing 8o he
suggested to the House the advisability of
allowing the bill to pass its second reading, as
itinvolved nonew principle, but rather mat-
ters of detail. When it was in committee it
would then be competent for any gentleman to
move any amendments he thought proper.

Mr. LOCKE thought that sending the bill to
committee would not prevent any gentlemen
attacking the measure both in committee and
on its being re;‘)orted up. :

Mr. C. J. CAMPBELL objected to such a
course being pursued; he intended to move
against the bill, as he was entirely opposed to
the principle on which it was based.

Mr. ToBtN asked the hon. gentleman if his
carriage got outof order would he not take
measures to have it repaired. Now the pre-
sent law did not work well, and accordingly,
the government were attempting to repair it,
and make it more useful. He trusted that the
hon. member for Victoria khad patriotism
enough to do_nothing that would thwart the
progress of education, and prevent the passage
of a measure that would make our system
more acceptable to the people of this country.—
When the present commissioners in Halifax
entered upon their duties, there were only 700
children attending school, and Bow, notwith-
standing the school accommodation was not at
all satistactory, there were at least 1900. When
the House saw that similar resylts were occur-
ring aliover the Province, they should feel
encouraged to persevere in the good work
which the