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BRITISH AND AMERICAN JOINT COMMISSION ON THE
HUDSON'S BAY AND PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL
COMPANIES' CLAIMS.” -

70 THE JIONORABLE. THE COMMISSIONERS :

The PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY
submit the following Memoiial and statement of their claims
upon the United States; and for facts and considerations in
support of such claims, respectfully declare :—

That in the year 1846, and for many years previous thereto, the
Puget Sound Agricuitur: al Contpany were; and sinec have been, engaged

in the business of agriculture and farming, and of breeding and raising . .

live stock ; and for the purposes and in the course of carrying on their
said business, they acquired and became possessed as owners thereof,
before the gaid time, of certain farms and extensive tracts of land in the
Territory lying on the North West coast of America, to the South of the
49th parallel of North latitude and North of the Columbia River.

That upon portions of their said lands there were erceted and made
by them, buildings, enclosures and other improvements of great cost and *
value; and the Company also owned and possessed, and pastured and
. fed upon the said lands, their said live stock, consisting of large and valy
uable herds of cattle and horses, and flocks of sheep ; from the sale and
disposal of which, and of the other productions of their said farms and
land, they received great annual returns and profit.

That by Article IV, of the Treaty concluded between the United
States of America and Great Britain, under date of the 156th day of
June, 1846, it was provided, that the farms, lands, and other property of
every description belonging to the Puget Sound Agricultural Company,
on the North side of the Columbia River, should be confirmmed to the
said Company; but that in case the situation of those farms and lands
should be considered by the United States to be of public and political
importance, and the United States’ Government should siguify o desire
to obtain possession of the whole, or of any part thereof, the property so
required should be transferred to the said Government, at a proper val-
uation, to be agreed upon between the partics,

That the Government of the United States has not, at any time,
signified to the Company a desire that any of the said property should
be transferred to the said Government, at o valuation as provided by
the Treaty, nor has any transfer thereof been made; hut the Company
have, cver since, continued to he the rightful owners of the said lands,
farms and other property, and entitled to the frec and umh~turbed pos-
session and enjoy mont thereof, g



- the 1st day of J July, 1863, it was g

‘Sound A ormul\tuml Company, referred
- maid Conventwls are their rights and claims in and upon the said lands,

| “ follows sm-t.
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That by a bonventlon concl ded between the two Governments on
greed, that all quefstmns between the .!
United States’ a authorities, on- the ohe hand, and‘the Puget Sound Agu- '
‘cultural Comptny on the other, with 1espect to the rights and claims of
the latter, should be scttled by the frapsfer of such rights and claims to -
the Government of the United States for
\And the ¢laimants aver, that the

anadequate money consideration.
fdghts and claims of the Puget
and intended in and by the.

farms and other property of every ‘description, which thoy so held and ‘
possessed within the said territory, and “iuch, by reason of the said

' Treaty of the ls\th June, 1846, and actording'to the terms of the Fourth

And of the said| farms and other property, tiley now submit to’ the

Article thereof, She United States. became a,n(i\ were bound to confirm. .
Honorable the

\
ommissioners a detailed statement and valuation ‘ag
. (U . o

First-LThe tract of land at N 1squally, extending along the shores of

Puget Sou/nd, from the Nisqually River, on the one sulo, to-the Pu-yal-lup .

River, on the other, and back to the coastrange of mountams, containing,
éithan two hundred and smty-one square: mllc§, or one hundred
and smty seven -thousand ¢ and forty acres; of which said tract of land a .
portion is 1mploved and under cultivation for falmm and. ‘mucultulq, :
and the remaining portion thereof was occuplcd and Cused. by the
Comp‘my for the grazing and pasturage of then' clttlc, horses and

. shecp, and for cutting wood and . timber thercon, and for othel -purposes !
“connected with their business; the whole- being of the value of one |,
hundred and sixty thousand pounds sterling (£160 OOO) ‘the " fort,

bastions, houses, stores, barns, shops, and outbmldmrrs, with the fencing .
and enclosures at the main post and establishment, and the:houses, .

“barns,. outbmlchnos, fencing and ‘enclosures at the other pomts on the

said land, of the cost and value of four thousand pounds sterling

- (£4, OOO) these two Sums making together «the cntire sum of one

hundred and smty-four thoumnd pounds sterling......... cunens (£164,000), -,

" equal to' seven hundred and ninety-eiglit thousand éne hundred and
- th1rty~th1ee dollars and thlrty-three Cent.i covvsrnre vones ($798,183.33. )\

Secondly. -—-The Iand and farm at the Cc?weht/ Rivet, known ag
the Cowelitz Far 'm, consisting of three thousand five hundred and
seventy-two acres, more or less; of which upwards of fifteen hundred

- acres are lmproved and under cultivation for farming and admcultuml

.~ purposes, and the remaining portion'is used for cattle and sheep mnrres, '

~ and pasturage, and for other purposes connected with the business of
* the said Company ; tlic said last mentioned land being of the value of

twenty thousand pounds sterling (£20 000) ; the estabhshment and
buildings of the Cowelitz farm, consisting of dwelhnO‘ houses, saw mills,
stores, granaries, barns, stables, sheds, ‘md pig oeries; and of a. great :
extent of fencing and enclosures, of the value of six thousand pounds
sterling (£6,000) : the said two last mentioned sums, making together
the entire sum of twenty-six thousand pounds sterling .........(£26,000)



, jequal 1:0 one hundred and twentv—~1x thousand me ]mmh cd.nnd tlnrtv
;:‘:three dollarp and thirty-three wnt .......... er vereeeeeeen (3126,533. 33.)

: Tlu,rdlr/ Z_The Company also owned and po\~e~~ed live stock, con-

: “;Slatlnﬂ‘ ‘of three thousand one hundred head of neat caftle, three hundred .

- ‘and’ ﬁft\ th‘aea, and five thousand threc hundred sheep, of the value of <

twent\ -five thousand pounds sterling (£" %,000) ; which were pastared

' “ and fed on their said Iands, before and at the.time of the conelusion of

" the Treaty of the 15th June, 1846, and afterwards, until the time of
the commixsion of the acts and injuries hereinafter mentioned. by which
the greater part of the =aid live stock was cither killed, or driven away,
and entirely lost to the Company, within a few vears after the time of
the said Treaty. : '

And the claimants aver, that ‘llth'nwh at the time-of the conclusion
of the Treaty of the 15th June, 1846, and for a long time hefore, they
held and possessed the said lands, farms, and other property as owners
thereof, and the United States, by the terins and’ according to the Con-
ventions contained in the said Treaty, undertook and were bound to con-
firm themn in the same ; yet the TUhnited States failed to execute or grant to
the said Company auy formal title of confirmation of their said lands,
farms and other property; and by reason thercof, and of the acts and
proceedings of officers of the United States, and of ‘American citizens,
and of others assuming to act under the authority of the laws, or of the
Government of the United States, the Company were depru ed of the
use and emovmcut of a large portion of their lands, farms, and other
property, and of the rents, fruits, aud profits thereof; their pasturage
was destroyed or taken from them ; their live stock killed or driven off,
and wholly lost to them; and their entire business broken up or ren-
dered unprofitable. : _

And the claimants, have in consequence, suffered loss to the amount
of fifty thousand pounds Sterling «o.ecevveeers covneeieeens cvennnn (£50,000)
equal to two hundred and forty-three thousand three hundred and
thirty-three dollars and thirty-four cents........ceu. oveenn . (8243,333.34.)

It may be added, as indicative of the valuc of their property, and
in some degree, of r,hcv nature and extent of the injuries to which the
Company were exposed, that while they were thus suffering from aggres-
sions, and were disturbed in their possession, as above stated, a portion
of their -lands was assessed, for the purposc of taxation, at a value of
$817,000; and they were compelled to pay taxes thereupon, from year
to year, and have actually paid, for such taxes, the sum of $1.4,596.

In conclusion, the claimants submit to the ILlonorable the Cominis-
sloners, that they are entitled to claim and receive the fair value of their
said farms-and extensive tracts of land, and a just compensation for the
capital expended in the acquisition and improvement of their said pro- |
perty, and in the buildings, forts, mills, trading establishments, and
enclosures therecon ; and further, compensation for the loss of their live
stock, and for other loss suffered by them in conscquence of the acts and
proceedings hercinbefore complained of And thay ask, that apon the
facts and circumstances, and for the reasons and eonsiderations herein-
before set forth, the Honorable'the Commissioners will, after due exam-



o b e )
o 4

l

1natlom mamtam their- clalm as Just and reasonable; and will declde

o that the United States ought to pay'to the said Company, in satlsfactlon

and dlSchal ge of their said rights and claims, and as a proper valuation,
and dequate money consxdelatlon for the transfer and relinquishment

" of them, the several sums herembefore speclﬁed and now followm

.. that is to say:i—

/ For the farms and land, w 1th the b;:ulchnfrs, forts, tradmw cstablish-

| ments, and lmprovements thereon one hundred and ninety thousand

R

pounds sterling (£190,000) ; for the loss of the live stock, and other
loss ‘suffered by them, by reason of the: acts -and proceedings herein- -
before complained of; fifty thousand pounds sterling (£50,000); making
together the entire sum of two hundred smd forty thousand pounds

| sterlm«r money of Great Britain ..........oees oovo reesss sensnen .. (£240,000) ,
“equal to the sun of one million one hundled and snty-ewht thousand.

dollars..cceses wereionsenn seed vineaeensens ($1,168,000. 00.)

~ to' be pald in. o'old at the time and in the manner prov1ded by the

Trcaty of 1st J uly, 1863

And the clalmants declm'e, that for the sald sum of money, or: for

such other sum as the Honorable the Commlsslonels may justly award,

they are ready and willing to transfer to. the United States all then'\i“

rwhcs and clalms accordinc' to the terms of the sald two Treatles I

DATED, IOth Apn], 1865
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