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TO THE
PRESIDENT AND DIRECTORS
OF THE

ONTARIO, SIMCOE AND HURON

RAILROAD UNION COMPANY,

GENTLEMEN ¢

I have the honour to submit the following Report of the
progress made in the location and construction of the road under
your charge, and some remarks as to its claims upon publie
consideration as a work destined to prouiote, to a remarkable
degree, the vital interests of C'anada, as, also, to be abundantly
remunerative to the Shareholders.

Your road extends from the ample and safe harbour of the
City of Toronto, and, connecting with Lake Simcoe at the
Village of Barrie, terminates on Lake Huron, on that portion of
it known as the Georgian Bay. The location is made as far
north as Barrie, a distanee of 63 miles, and Contractors are now
at work with large forces preparing the road-bed, and procuring
timber for the superstructure of this portion of the line.

North of Barrie surveys have been made of a line terminating
at the mouth of the N ottawasaga River, and are now being made
for a line to terminate at Penetanguishene. By the line termin-
ating at Nottawasaga, the whole length of the road will be
about 90 miles. The curvature and grades are favourable to
cheap and rapid transport,

In passing from Lake Ontario, the line passes over ground 752
foet above the level of that lake; but no grades have been
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adopted, or will be on anjy portion of the line, exceeding 53 fect
per mile going south, or in the direction of the greatest tonnage,
and none exceeding 60 feet going North; these grades are
oenerally short and are intercepted by levels or undulating grades

of less inclination.

The earth of which the road-way is formed is, for the most
part, sand or sandy loam, upon which the railway can be cheaply
maintained in perfect order, no large streams are crossed and the
amount of wooden bridging will be less than usual.

Under the Contract made with M. C. Story & Co,, the cost of
the road, finished complete with H rail of 561bs to the yard, and
furnished with cars and engines, is to he £6,250 per mile,
Further expenditures may be required to be made by the Com-
pany for general expenses, and for work and machine shops, sta-
tions, &e., not included in the contract, but 1 deem it safe to
assume that the road can be fully completed in all respects, for the
economical transaction of a large business, for a sum not ex-

ceeding £7000 per mile, which, for 90 miles, is £630,000.

That the business of the road will pay a large interest on its
cost, T have no doubt. The City of Toronto is situated wpon the
best harbour on Lake Ontario, and has a ]ml»ui:\tinu of about

27,500, and is rapidly increasing.

From Toronto to Bradford, which is on the Holland Ri\'f-r,
and at the head of Steamboat navigation from Lake Simcoe, ¢
distance of 42 miles, the line passes through one of the most
productive reions in America, and which has, for the most part,
a dense population. In this distance, and within a space of tem
miles on each side of the road, the population is about 85,000.
The trade of this district, and north of it, now chiefly reaches
Toronto over Yonge Street, which is a well graded and maca-
damized road, extending from Toronto to Holland Landing.

I am informed, by persons well acquainted with the subject
that the travel in public conveyances between these two places is
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equal to 75 persons each way daily, and Ly private conveyances
as many more; and that equal to 100 waggons loaded with
merchandize, produce, lumber, d&e., often pass the toll gate, north
of. Toronto, in one hour. The street, for its entire length, pre-
sents at all times a Lusy scene, more like a village street than a
country road. Within the distance of 42 miles there are 72
taverns, and the constant throng of vehicles, of all kinds, indi-
cates that they are required for the accomodation of the immense
traffic. The effect of the operations of the railway wliea con-
structed will be, at the outset, to quadruple the travel and
increase the trafic to a vast extent.

At Holland Landing, as well as at Barrie, we connect with the
navigation of Lake Simcoe, which has a coast of over 100 miles
skirting a productive and well settled country. N«»t\\ilhst’nmliug
the present isolated position of this lake, a Steamboat finds pro-
fitable employment for daily trips about its borders, and the
contributions to the business of the road from this lake will be
fully equal te a braneh road of 50 miles in length.

From Holland Landing to Barrie, which is 63 miles distant,
from Torenta, the road is located through a less populous, but
very productive country. Pine lands of great extent are adja~
«cent to this portion of the line and will furnish a large and pro-
fitable business, These lands when cultivated produce abundant
crops of wheat and other grains.

An extensive and productive region, west of this portion of the
line, will, as well as that bordering on the lake, contribute con-
siderably to the business of the road from its present resources.

From Barrie to Lake Huron the line passes through a district
sparsely settled, but haviug an excellent soil, now bearing exten-
sive forests of pine and other valuable timber. These forests will
furnish the road with an immense traffic for many years to come,

It is known that lumber is transported over the New York
and Erie Railroad in large quantities, a distance of nearly 400
miles, and at rates which will equal the cost of transport from
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this region over your road, thence by Lake Ontario and the
New York Canals to the City of New York.

Along the shore of the Georgian Bay, extending north and
west from the termination of the road, is a large district with a
productive soil and which is rapidly increasing in population, and
will be tributary to the road. The railway once in operation,
and having no traftic except that drawn from the regions above
referred to, will, within a short time, if not at the outset, com-
mand business fully adequate to secure ample returns for its cost.
The regions about Lake Superior and the Northern portion of
Michigan and Huron will, however, be tributary to the road, as
it will be the shortest, cheapest and most agreeable route between
those regions and the great markets of Canada and the United
States.

To illustrate this important statement, I would refer to the
map herewith. It shows that by spanning the Isthmus, between
Lakes Ontario and Huron, with a railway of only 90 miles in
length, the perils of Lakes Erie and Huron are avoided and the
distance reduced 267 miles. Agreeable changes from steam-
boats to cars oceur, and with the safe navigation of Ontario and
the Georgian Bay we have, during the warm season, a route
along the lattes remarkable for the beauty of its scenery and the
salubrity of its climate.

We will suppose that passengers leave New York City by a
morning train, they reach Oswego, a distance by railroad of 328
miles in 12 hours, the night is spent on Lake Ontario, the 150
miles from Oswego to Toronto requires say 10 hours, thence to
Huron, including changes from and to steamboats, 4 hours
Travellers can then by our route reach Lake Huron at a point
about 150 miles north of Detriot within 26 hours, enjoying a
night’s rest on Lake Ontario. By way of Rochester and Lake
Ontario, the distance by steamboat is reduced, and by railroad
increased, and by milroad to Lewiston the steamboat navigation
is reduced to 40 miles, and by forming proper connections be-
tween the trains over the central roads and the New York and
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Erie road and boats between Lewiston and Toronto, the time
petween New York City and Toronto, via Buffalo and Niagara
Falls, will not exceed 20 hours,

‘When roads now in progress shall he constructed and extended
to the mouth of the Niagara River, as some of them will be,
without doubt, a still greater saving of time will be made, and,
ere long, the northern termination of your road will be within
22 hours of New York.

It is & most important fact, affecting the value and usefulness
of your road, that Lake Ontario, between the harbour of Toronto
and Niagara, is never frozen and that steamboat navigation is
maintained throughout the year.

Miles.

The distance from the City of New York to Lake

Huron, at the termination of your road, is as
BDUDSCBERbaE 1 e s e e 4 n i DBR

From this to Mackinaw is about .. ........ 250

From N. York to Mackinaw, via Toronto .. ... 818 miles,
)

Miles.
P SOIE B0 UG & » « s s eovsdassy 870
Buffalo ]h}' Lake Erie to Detroit . . .. ... 285
Detriot to Mackinaw. . . ........... 330

From N. York to Mackinaw via Detroit.. . . 1085 miles.

s 267 miles,

Making a saving in distance

These distances are made up of railroad and steamboat routes
as follows :

Via Toronto, . . . . Railroad, 418 miles, Steamboat, 400 miles.
Via Buffalo & Lakes, do. 470 do. do. 615 do.

Saving of time (Toronto route) by railroad 2 hours and by
steamboat 14 hours, in all 16 hours, and at 2 cents for railroad
and 1 cent for steamboat fare, a saving in cost of $3 20,

i
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So far as travel by the lukes is concerned, this difference in
cost and time will be the same whenever the travel is destined
to any point beyond Mackinasw,

Water ¢ immunications are alw ys the ch :4]u~\f m:m}uu‘ml \\'it}l
railvoads, and upon safe waters, or during calin weather, the
most desirable, and will command the largest amount of travel,
unless the loss of time is too orcat.  With a larce p)'wlurllinn of
travellers) cost and comfort are the considerations which controul
in the selection of the route.  Time is an important element
with men of Dusiness; but is not as controlling with the great

mass of travellers as many persons imagine,

While the fare on the line of roads between Albany and
Buffalo was three cents per l;zl]i‘, the number of passengers,
. (mostly ‘immigrants) was greater on the Erie Canal than on the
railroads.  Steamboats on the Hudson River continue to take
most of the travel notwithstand ne the r'«)lll]»]rliﬂll of the Hud-
son River Railrcad, and, no doubt, will continue to do so. Be-
tween Boston and New York, if T am correctly informed, much
the larger number of passengers take hoats on the Sound in
preference to the continuous line of railroad. 1 am informed,
also, that the number of passengers by the Lakes between Buf-
falo and Chicago was as great last season, in proportion to the
steamboat facilities, as lil'i('l‘ to the construction of the Mivhig;m
(‘l'lﬂlul [{‘ll‘l“fl i

If vyour route will controul travel from ports on Lake

Michigan as far south as Fonl-du-Jac and Milwaukie. then it

will ]1:[\ y the henefits of that bro |:!‘l to those i/l\i.l’~ [,}- l'?l”l'n{lllh‘

extending thence interior, and as it is undeniable that large num-

bers of passengers, to and from the east, oo by steamboats be-

tween Buffalo and Chicago, and, as it will be ne arer by 267
miles, occupy less time, b n“l":ll"'l' and more :4;’:'4‘-‘:4”“ |>_\' the
way of your road, it is safe to claim that they will take your
route when e mpleted,

But, Jet us assume that railroads are preforred by a majority of




travellers, and that, on 1 : from cars to steam
boats, are not desired.  From N York to Chiengo by railroads
now constructed or 11 OOT0N he dist tppears to be 10562

miles, and to Milwaukie, 1147 mile

The distance from New York to Mil ic. by the route of

your road, is, 11034 il of which 418 is by ralroad,
and 685 by sf wine time £ est  which, 1t
would seem, all ! n long routes by railroads, let us
assume 20 miles per ho t] weraee rate of ‘~]n'\~! on a
journey of 1147 miles, ¢ tin ill bey by railroad between
New York and Milwau! ake the time between
New York and Toron 22 hou allow four ho O puss over

ur road, and A anihoat speed of 14 miles per hour through

the Lakes to Milwaukie, and the time would be, hetween New
York and Milwaukie, 75 hours, or 17 hours longer thau by

railroad.

The cost by railroad route at 2 cents per mile, would be $23,
and via Toronto, makine railroad fare 2 eents, and steamboat
fare 1 cent per mile, the cost would be, say 315, making a ditter
ence of £8.  But few travellers count thenr time to be worth 8
or even $5 per day. If the expenses were the same, and the
lilll" P'*'lillii"l] 24 llwlll'.\ lon rer, }""l would, d l:fllL S8, still com-
mand some travel from Milwaukie and Chicago by reason of the

case and attractive features of your route.

Assuming Boston, Portland, Quebee or Montreal, as starting
points, instead of New York, and the relative advantages of your
route over others as a line of communication to the north-west
remain the same or are increased, it will be and must remain the
shortest and c¢h apest route between all those cities and the large

districts alluded to lying north-west of” Toronto

I take great satisfaction in embodying the following letter of
Edwin F. Johnson, Esq., he is an eminent Engincer, and his

long experience in the construction of public works, and habits

e R




A ————————— 7 s
N T T T SR SRR TR A7 £ ¥ 5.9 IETR SIS SN 108 U 0 G S e e . . 7 5

12

of careful investigation of all the elements r quired for their sue-
cessful operation, justify the fullest relianc upon his opinions:

(Copy.)
New York Crry, September 30th, 1851.

I C. Seymour, Esq., Chief Engineer,
Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railroad.

DgAR Sir,—

Your favour, of 8th inst., 1 qu sting my views of the pro-
Ject of a railway to connect Lake Ontario with the Georzian Bay
of Lake TTuron, or Lake Manitoulin, as it is sometimes called,
was received a few days since, and I avail n yself of the first
opportuuity to reply to it.
The near approach of the waters, above named, to each othery
early attracted my attention, and, in a published report made
about 16 vears since, I commented upon the importance of unit-

iug them, if possible, by a navigable communication,

The surveys which have since been made, while they do not
show the impra ticability of a canal, yet, considering the actual
character of the country and the improvements sinee made in the
railway systemn as a meaus of transit for hoth goods and passen-
gers, Jead to the conclusion that a work of this latter character
Il sustained by the busmess it will perform,
but prove a great convenience to the population of a vast extent
of country bordering on the great lakes,

will not only be we

The interior region, thus particularly benefited, comprises the
north and north-western part of the lower peninsula of Michigan,
the whole of the upper peninsula lying between Lakes Michigan

Superior, the northern and middle part of Wisconsin, to

and |
gether with Minesota and the territory west, and the entire country
lying north and north-west of Lakes Huron and Superior in
Canada.  This whole region is rich in agricultural, mineral and

other resources, and s fast filling up with an intelligent and en-
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terprising population.  On this subject I can speak from personal
knowledge, of a large portion of Wisconsin, being now engaged
in constructing a railroad to extend from near Green Bay south-
erly into 1llinois, a work, the northern portion of which will contri-
bute, duriug the season of navigation, to the business upon the
Ontario and Huron Road, as affording, from the saving in time

and distance, a most eligible route to the castern seaboard.

Other improvements arc also in progress, or conwemplated,
which must l'l"“lll("} v similar  effect upon the business of the
Ontario and Huron road, among the most prominent of which
is the proposed navigable communication between the waters of
Green Bay and the Wisconsin River, thercby uniting the lakes
with the upper Mississippi, by the cheapest route possible for a

work of that description.

This inyprovement, which is now in progress as a State work,
s to be of dimensions suited to the smaller class of steamboats,

b as can navigate the Mississippt and its tributaries, and will
be completed probably in less than two years from this date,
when it will pour upon the waters of Green Bay a vast amount,
f agricultural and mineral wealth, and thus conduce, in common
witli other improvements, hereatier to be made, Jeading to other
points in that portion of Lake Michigan and to points in the
rich mineral regions of both shores of Lake Superior, very ma-
terially to the business and revenue of the Ontario and Huron

Road.

These considerations, combined with the facilities which now
exist through the reciprocity Acts of the Governments of Canada
and of the United States, insure to the Ontario and Huron rail-
oad a large portion of travel and business which would other-
wise pursue a different and more circuitous route,

That these views are not 3 ery wide of the truth will be the
more evident when it is covnsidered that the Ontario and Huron
route not only lessens the distance between the region of country

R

above deseribed and the castern seaboard some 230 1miles as

S
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tolls, expense and delay of paving the Welland Canal, or about
160 miles of the New York Cunals, either of which it is be
lieved, will go far towards lessening the ditference caused by the
extra cost of transhipinent and transit by raillway upon the On-

tario aud Haron voute

With respect to the travel, which is always the most profitable
part of the business of a railway, the Ontario and Huron route
will, from the saving in time and distanee upon it, command,
1

']m'ilu_" the season of n..\i-_:\lf’hw, the most of that whiceh Passes to

and from the resion mentioned and the Atlantie seaboard, 'This
travel will be auomentel from what it has hitherto been, not
only by those more general canses which are contributing to
swell the Poj ulation of the west and n rth west, but '»f» the fact
that the Ontario and IHuron route avoids that portion of Lake
tLuron, the navication of which 1s the most diflicult and dan-
gerous, its direction i<';.|l;;' :t'u.l,g' the north shore of that l,:ll{t‘,
hrouch the Georolan ii.x'\, as 1t 18 called, a considerable !m"fiun
of the distance being, as represented, i the viemity of islands
which afford a convenient and safe shelter for vessels.

[n predicting, as T confidently do, a large amount of business
for the Ontario and Huron Road, T am fully sustained by the
experience of the past in regard to the probable future develop.
ments of the resouwrces of that l,‘:"'lit‘ll‘l:l:‘ [ml‘linn or ]‘v;:'l'm of

country which stands in direct commercial relation to it.

In the report to which I have alrealy alluded, I made an
estimate which was then deemed by many as extravagant of the
probable increase in the population within a given period of the
States and Territories contributing to the business of the New
York Canals from New York West, viz:—New York, Ohio
Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, and the then Territories of Michigan
and Missouri. That estimate was based on the census of 1830
and previous ones, it gave for the States and "erritories therein
named a population, i 1850, of 8,500,000 souls; the actual

‘,
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be adopted throughout the vast region now unoceupied, by Rail-
roads lying west of the State of Indiana and Lake Michigan in
the United States.

With much regard, T am very truly your's, &e.,

EDWIN F. JOHNSON,

As suggested by Mr, Johnson, I bave no doubt of your ability
to command a Jarge amount of freight transport passing between

the distant regious alluded to and the seaboard.

,'l“" he completion of the Frie Road last season, !:mr'c
amounts of Merchandize took that route from New York to

\

Dunkirk, and v t transl P d to vessels for other ports
on Lake Erte, iderable portions were again loaded upon
cars at Cleveland « .‘\;uuiu\'k‘y to be taken by Railroad to Cin-
cinati, th the Ohio River to different towns along its

banks, This was done during the season of canal navigation,
although Cincinnati is connected with New York by water com-
munication by which the cost of transport is much less than by
the route deseribed,

I'he saving of time by your route will in like manner enable
you to command a large through business in freight* The
expense of transhipment from cars to boats, or the contrary, at
your terminations need not exceed 4 cents per ton. At Toronto
(and it will be so at your Northern termination,) the location of
your Road places the cars and vessels side by side, and as freight
from New York, or any Atlantic oeaport, can be delivered
cheaper at Toronto than at Buffalo, the cost by your route
between the seaboard and the country deseribed by Mr. Johnson
will not differ materially from the cost by way of Lake Erie,

The saving in time must therefore command for your route a
large traflic passing between those pomts. The great and rapidly
augmenting travel and traffic between the St. Lawrence and the

upper lakes will of itself during the season of navigation, burden
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CoMPARATIVE DISTANCES
Miles,
from New York to Mackinaw by this route is, by Railroad, 418
Do. do. do Liakes, 400)

"

['otal Distance, « » o = 818

From New York to Macl maw !-} Buffalo and Lakes 1s,
l;.‘, Railroad, - - . - 470
Do. do. do Lakes, 615

L0 2

Total Distance, - - 10856

Makine a savine in distance of 267 miles, a saving m Cost of

20 per cent., and @ saving n time of 25 per cent. [li1s saving
in distance, cost an 1 time applies, as will be seen by the accom-

pan 10 (HJ«I* 10 .\H the I"\ ..!w 'nl‘vé 1A |\'t’|¢ l)«"'\"()t'” the sz‘rlh-

west md the States of Maine, N ':[:ml]\\]:;]‘-‘ Vermont, ;“.‘,w‘(:

vass wehussetts, 1\1‘\\' \ U!‘l\, :lll‘l !v yl'll""l' of

Island, Connecticut,
\4‘\\ JOrse ix;l‘: !v* 'i‘\!\ 1 ui 1, ;x’n' \\;'II %:"1':'“\"' '.‘1_)"1‘1' to .\‘1‘»”

1 'S

Qeotia, New DBru Lower Cinada, and a large portion of
Upper Canadi, containing, in all; a popu ation of more than eight

(lounties of York and

Of the City of Toronto and U
ws 1839, 1842, 1848,

.\":.Illl":(', respectiv (:/‘ j(/.‘ [/’( J €4
)

1250 and 1352,

Total in
York and
SIMCoo
including
l'oronto ('7il_‘»'_

Oty {  County | County ‘

4 | s ° "B

Y ears. ot | of ol i

| Toronto. | York. | Simecoe. '
]

s | 4

1839 12,158 | 47,056 10,743 | 69,952
1842 | 15336 | 5572 192.502 | 88,300
) |

130,045

1848 23,5605 l 83,490 23,050
1850 |  25.160 88.441 95.753 139,360

*1852 | 27500 | 93,000 29,510 150,000

* Kstimated.
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Extract from the Address of the Board of Directors, to His
Kcellency the Right Honovrable the Earl of Flgin aud Kin-
cardine, K. T, Governor Generai of BLritish North America,
., on the occasion of breaking oround for ithe Jirst Railroad

_‘/‘7‘()//1’ Toronto, on the 15th Oclober. 185 b T

“ According to the census of 1848, the last ofticially promul-
gated, the quantity of Lands in the Counties of York and Sim-
eoe under tillage, and the stocks, productions, &e, were as
(‘t‘“o\\'.,‘ —

York Simeoe,
Acres, Acres,
Lands under tillage - - - - - 271,458 54,711
" W pasture . - - 93,326 21,158
“ wild, good for cultivation, - - 495.989 260.883
“ average value per acre cleared - £5 15 5 £4 11 ' 2
“ average value per acre wild - 8 83 1718’1
Bushels, Bushels,
Produce of wheat - - - . . 1,451,384 293,071
“ barley - - - . 110,819 6,985
¢ orye | Vigguirrivuty 23,482 2,482
- s - - - - - - 1526035 212,006
peas - LA 384,721 37,580
maize - - « - - 33,480 5,627
“ buck-wheat - . i 10,536 792
o potatoes - . 123,604 200,876
[}:‘ Lln,
& flax - 5,(02 374
’ tobacco 122
. maple-sugar - - - 364663 115,960
“ wool - - - « - . 314662 62,5671
- butter - - - . . . 428,297 80,400
“ ahogse -« - - - 119,602 7,,“431
Bbls. Bbls,
"

beef or pork 14,664 6,039




Y‘rl'l.*'.
67,714 15,742

'l)[‘tn'j" &) ‘\1 7"(“‘1"‘ <‘|lv!_‘|
4,025 2,490

linen -
6 flannel 128,094 37,643
Nunibers. N\ nmbers,
Wont Unttla +» » = ~ = = ° 66,262 17,896
Horses - - - - - - 21,700 3,327
Sfu:«;p - % = & 0= 105,033 23,530
70,502 21,64

Hogs - - - - ° * ° °

KErtracts f/"'//’ { /"'/"."/ 4:"' Ilis Excellc ney to the Board (;/.

1)"./' 1’,»1.".\', on /,’(( OCCaSton 1( f( ,'/'(’(L, [() e

1t is no new thing with me to feel an mterest in the con-
struction of a Railwa; throuch the District v hich it 1s intended
that the Line we are now assembled to inaugurate shall traverse,
Four years ago, on the occasion of my first visit to ['oronto, 1
was so much struck by the great amount of local traffic, as well
as by the fertility and capabilities f the country through which
y of a drive which | took :l](\-ll;‘ Y()“.‘.l('lt

I passed in the cours

Street, that I ventured 1o precict that we should soon sce &
Railway running through The favorable impressions which
1 then received have been strengthened by subsequent ohserva-
{ion, and they are further confirmed by the valual le statistical
contained in the Address which you have just now
read. tr connect Lakes Huron and
Ontario, should he commenced, while I am still in Canada, is
therefore a subject of no ordinary gi tification to me.”

L *
« It is indeed my convietion
wide and flourishing continent

more uniform, and 1 respects more satisfactory, than that

information
That this Ralway, which is

! e *
that there are few parts of this

which can boast of a l»n‘ws;writv
i .

which this City and neighbe wrhood enjoy.”

vanada in 1842, was . . 486 055
1850, . 791,000

304,045

Population of Upper (
"

Increase in 8 years 62 per cent.
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