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Owr Home Bissions,

HE Home Missiox FieLps of the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada—stretch-
ing from the Atlantic to the Pacific, nearly
5000 miles—are in wany respects the
grandest that any church was ever privileged
to occupy. The Maritime Provinces of
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New-
foundland and New Brunswick cover a
much larger area than Great Britain and
Ireland. The Province of Quebec is as
large as France. Ontario is larger than
Spain. Manitoba equals Holland in size.
British Columbia is not less than Austria ;
while the North-west Territories are capa-
ble of comtaining as large a population as
Russia in Europe. Apart from its size, the
Dominion of Canada is remarkable for its
unrivalled system of inland navigation, for
its gigantic railways, its agricultural capa-
bilities, its wineral wealth, the untold value
of its forests and fisheries, and, what is
still more important, for the healthfulness of
its climate. The steady flow of immigration,
the opening up of vast tracts of ferile
lands, long supposed to be a barren wilder-
ness, and the rapid development of manu-
facturing industries, all point to the great
future that awaits this country, and place
the grave responsibility on the present
generation of laying securely and wisely the
foundations of the nation that is to be.

In this light we regard the reports of our
Home Mission Committees laid before the
last General Assembly as very important
documents. We dare not boast of what
has been done in the face of the faithful
exposure of “insufficiency ” in some depart-
ments of the work, yet, on the whole, we
ought to *thank God and take courage.”
The committees on whom have devolved the
administration of the funds and the
direction of this great work, certainly
deserve the best thanks of the church;-and
the generous support of all the congre-
gations. We can only name the heads of
departments, who necessarily assume the
chief responsibility in connection with the
work :—Dr. Cochrane of Brantford, and
Dr. Warden of Montreal, Couvener and
Secretary of the Home Mission Committes,
West; Rev. J. MacMillan and Rev. P. M.
Morrison of Halifax, in like manner, East;
Rev. D. J. Macdonnell of Toronto, con-
vener of the committee on augmentation
of stipends in weak charges, West, and Rev.
E. A, McCurdy, East ; Dr. James Robertson,
Rev. Allan Finlay and Mr. Grierson, Super-
intendents of missions in Manitoba and the
North-west, in Muskoka and Parry Sound
districts, and in the Presbytery of St. John,
respectively.

In the Synod of the Maritime Provinces,
the more important missions are in New-

; foundland and Labrador, Cape Breton, and

the Presbytery of St. John, N.B. Seventy-
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eight labourers were employed in these
fields last year. The expenditure from the
funds of the committee was as follows :—
Tor salaries of catechists, $3956.68; of
ordained missionaries, $2382.66 ; of
preachers supplying vacancies, §1314.93.
The p'aces supplied contributed $13,234.
In addition to this, about $3000 were
expended in the Augmentation of stipends
—making the wholo amount, for Home
Missions in tho East, within a fraction of
$29,000 for the past year.

In the Western Synods, while there is
work done in ncarly all the Presbyterics,
the principal ficlds of the Home Mission
are the Presbyteries of Quehec, Ottawa, and
Kingston, the districts of Muskoka and
Parry sound (attached to the Preshyteries
of Bruce and Barrie) and the territories
included in the Synod of Manitoba and the
North-west. In the Province of Quebee,
there are a number of «“ weak congregations”
and mission stations so hemmed in by
solid masses of Roman Catholicism that
there is little prospect of their ceasing to be
a charge on the sympathies and liberality of
the church at large. But it is an interesting
ficld, and the work at many points i
yielding the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness. A very useful, we might almost say |t
a romantic branch of the work, is carried
on amongst the lumbermen in the valley of
the Gttawa, where devoted ministers, leaving
their own work in charge of others for a
time, go to the remotest b'lckwoods, preach-
ing the Gospel with much acceptance to
the thousands of men who find their
occupation in the woods and live in rude
shanties—French and English, Highlanders
and Lowlanders, Catholics and Protestants,
all receiving alike the message of Salvation,
and being supplied with Christian literature.
In the Presbytery of Kingston, thore are
eighteen mission fields and forty-nine
-preaching stations. In Muskoka and Parry
Sound, Rev. Allan Finlay superintends the
missions in forty-seven fields and one
hundred and sixty-three preaching stations.
Dr. Robertson’s diocese of Manitoba and
the North-west is 1800 miles long, and 350
miles broad. In it there are 95 groups of
stations, 473 congregations and preaching
stations, 161 employees of the Church, of
whom 77 are ordained ministers.

British Columbia, whose connection with

our Church is but of yesterday—has made
very rapid progress in a short time, We
have already fourteen ordained ministers in
that Province who are carrying on the
work with zeal and good success. The old
St. Andrew’s Congregalion, in Vietoria,

Tancouver Island, has taken a new departure
under the Ieadelslnp of Rev. P. I'. MacLeod,,
and is Dbuilding a new church, io cost
$60,000. At V.mcouvel whero a city has
sprung up as if by m‘vri(, within the last
few years, there are ‘xhefu\y two large and
flourishing congregations. So um)oxt.\ut 13
this field and so rapidly is the work
increasing, the Presbytery of Columbia has
applied to the Home Mission Committee for
the appointment of “a traveiling ordained
missionary,” in other words, for another
Superintendent of Missions, which will
doubtless be granted.

The Number of Missionaries, under the
direction of the Western Committee in
April last, was 229,—namely, 76 ministers
and licentiates, 114 stadents, and 39
catechists. The expenditure last year for
Home Missions was $48,953.71, for aug-
mentation of stipends, §25,394, to which 1f
we add the amount pdi(.[ by stations for
supply—$49,271.82, we reach an outlay in
the West of $123, 619 53, not including
the expenditure by the (,olle're ‘\Ilsswnary
Societies and the mission to the lumber-
men. In round numbers, the receipts from
all sources, Fast and West, in behalf of
Home Missions and augmentation, thus
appear to have been about $158,000, during
the past year.

Brieflet Ho. 8.

IN RoMe—ARrcE or Tirus AND THE
CoLISEUM.

TANDING under the Arch of Titus
you feel as though you were riveted

to the spot by an irresistible charm. It is
in itself a gem of archltecture, spsnning the
Via Sacra where it reaches its highest level,
about midway between the Foram and the
Coliseum. It was orected A.D. 91, by the
Senato and People of Rome, to commemo-
rate the destruction of Jerusalem by * the
deified Titus,” son of ¢ the deified
Vespasianus.” How much or how little
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was implied in this deification we shall not
stop to enquire; it doubtless implied a
hazy belief in a futurce state amoug the gods
of paganism. What strikes every Christiau
as he surveys this precious monument is its
value as indubitable testimony to the truth
of the Scriptures, verifying with remarkable
faithfulness the fulfilment of our Lord’s
prophecy concerning the doomed city in
the 24th chapter of Matthew’s gospel, and
presenting for our serutiny a fac-simile of
portions of the furnishings of the temple
with which the Bible has made us familiar,
but of which the precise pattern here
preserved in stone is the oldest, if not the
only, tangible representation. The bas
reliefs inside the arch, though somewhat
mutilated, stiil retain the stamp of fine
workmanship. On one sidoe is seen a pro-
cession of Jewish captives following in the
train of their captors, who are carrying,
shoulder-high, the seven-branched golden
candlestick, the table of shew-bread, and
long silver trumpets which they had
brought with them from Jerusalem. The
Ark of the Covenantis nof there, confirm-
ing the belief that that most sacred emblem
had ot been duplicated in fitting up the
Second Temple, as ihese other trophies had
been. On the opposite side of thoe arch

the bas-relief represents Titus seated in his
four-horse chariot, crowned with victory,
while overhead, he is borne to heaven by
an eagle! Can it be wondered at that the
Jews to this day refuse to walk beneath this
arch, which proclaims their national humili-
ation, and reminds them of the unparalelled
sufferings of their countrymen in the final
siege, when amillion of lives were sacrificed
to Roman ambition, and when their “boly
and beautiful house,” in which their fore-
fathers Lad worshipped for centuries, was
uttorly destroyed !

The Colisewm :—Of this “ noble wreck
in ruinous perfection ” it is needless to
speak in detail. There are few of our
readers who have not already an idea, at
least, of its vast size and of the atrocities
that have been perpetrated within its walls,
It is conspicuously the largest single edifice
of ancient Rome remeining, and the most
impressive. Once seen, the effect produced
on the mind can never be effaced. The
efforts now being made, however, to pre-
servo it from further decay have shorp it of
much of its beauty as a ruin. Years ago,
the whole ~f the interior was draped with
living green-—maiden-hair ferns, laurestinas,
and the acanthus growing luxuriantly out
of every crack and crevice of the masonry,
giving the idea of a mammoth conser-
vatory of bewildering beauty. Now every
vestige of plant-life has been removed, and
the opening seams are filled with cement,
Then, thero stood a white cross in the centre
of the arena, to the memory of countless
martyrs who suffered here for conscience
sake, but now the greater portion of the
floor has been removed to shew the wonder-
ful subterranean chambers that lie beneath.
Ignatius was the first Christian martyr of
the Coliseum, in A.D. 107. He was torn
to pieces of the lions. Telemachus was the
last, in A.D. 403. Letitnever be forgotten
that to this dark-skinped African monk
belongs the honour of putting an end to
the slaughter of buman beings in the
Coliseum. Hearing of these terrible scenes,
his mission dawned upon him. He made
his way to Rome, and while the combatants
were engaged in mortal strife, he sprang over

* Tor the use of the accompanying cut of the Aroch
of Titus, wo are indebted to Messrs. Porter & Contes,
Philadelrhis, Publishers of the SiTBE PRLOUBET BIRLR
DicrioNaRy—an admirable work propared expressly for

tho use.of Sabbath-school Teachers. Price $200,
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the barrier and threw himself between the
gladiators, imploving them in the nawme of
Christ to desist. * He savoed others,” hut
was himself butchered in the presence of
80,000 brutally applauding spectalors—
gathered here to celebrate “a Roman
Holiday !” Byron translated an old pro-
phecy into verse when he wrote the
familiar lines,

‘While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand;

When fallg the Coliseum, Rome shall fall;
And when Rome falls, the world.

Rligsiomary Cubinet.

——

Rev, J. Hepsox Tavror, F.R.G.8.*

G;@‘HERE are few of our readers who have
not heard of the * China Inland Mis-
sion,” and its foundor, Rev. J. Hudson
Zaylor, but inasmuch as the mission is
numerieally the largest at work in China
at the present time, and differs in some im-
portant respects from other missionary
organizations, a few particulars about the
man and his wethods may prove interesting,
Mz, Taylor was born in Barnsby, York-
shire, on 21st May, 1832, and has conse-
quently reached the age when it is thought
that the average literary man is at his best.
His bodily presence is weak, Ho is a little
man, of asomewhat delicate habit, which
residence in the East has not improved.
He is not- an orator, and yet there is that
in his personal appearance and address that
is singularly attractive—a power to fascinate
those who come under his influence, and to
command respect even from those who
differ from him widely in regard to his
ways of prosecuting missionary work. That
he possesses administrative ability of @ high
order is self-evident; and since no one
questions his sincerity, his self-abuegation,
and his unfaltering belief that he is
following the leadings of Providence, it is
not surprizing that lie has become a trusted
leader among men, His father was a
Methodist, and his mother the daughter of
& Wesleyan minister. In eamly life he had
the'advantago of iheir godly example, their
religious {raining, and their prayers, and
yet, coming into countact with persons of

M;lgmfﬁl)’ from Mr. Taylor's letters in ** China's

‘ sceptical and infidel views, he secoms to have

fallen under the spell of their teaching.
But, at the age of fifteen, in answer to his
mother’s prayers, and by means of a tract
which providentially came into his hands,
he was onabled to accept the * finished
work of Christ,” believing with all his heart
that ¢ Christ died for owur sins and net for
ours only, but also for the sing of the whole
world.” “T now besought the Lord ” he says
*“to give me some work to do for ¥, who had
dono so much for me. For what service I
was accepted, I knew nct, but a deep con-
sciousness that T was no longer my own
then took possession of me.” His thoughts
turned towards Clina. But in the mean-
time, he began to prepare himself for
“1oughing it” by ridding himself of sur-
rounding comforts and engaging in tract
distribution, Sunday-school teaching and
visitation of the poor and sick. Aftera
time he went {o IIull for medical and
surgical training, and acquired the habit,
first of tithing his small income for the
Lord’s service, which led to further ecuno-
mizing, until he found it easy lo give away
a much larger proportion, and was astonish-
ed to find how little he could live on.
Having accepted an appointment from
‘The Chinese Evangelization Society,” Mr.
Taylor arrived at Shanghai in March, 1854,
{o find himself swrrounded with difficulties
wholly unanticipated. The city was in the
hands of a band of rebels and it was with
great diffienlty he could find a place to lodgo
in.  He undertook a journey into the in-
terior, suffering alternately from “ cold and
excessive heat, hunger, sleepless nights of
danger, and the feeling at times of utter
isolation and helplessness.”  Kventually
he was brought into association with W,
C. Burns, like him donned native costume,
and began itinerating with him. ¢ These
happy months,” he says, were an unspeak-
able joy and advantage to me; his love of
the Word of God was delightful, and his
holy, reverential life made fellowship with
him to meet the deep cravings of my heart.”
I settled down for a time ut Ningpo,
where he had the joy of secing a little com-
pany of between thirty and forty native
Christians gathered into church fellowship.
About this time he made up his mind to
sever his connection with his socicty, and
returned to England in 1860 ; thero he was
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engaged for some years in the revision of a
version of the New Testament into the
colloquial of Ningpo for the B. and F.
Bible Society. In the meantime he was
led to entertain the ilea of forming a new
mission, snd soon had a number of men
and women under preparatory training. In
1865, The China Inland AMission was
organized., Its distinctive features were,
(1) That it was to be undenominational;
(2) The managerswere to accept no emolu-
ment ; (3) The missionaries were not to be
guaranteed any fixed salary ; (4) Looking
to God for men and means, no direct appeal
was to be made to man for cither the one
or the other; (5) The mission was to
operate in the inlind provinees, hitherty
unoccupied, and rot to interfere with any
other mission. Upon these lines the China
Inland Missien has been conducted ever
since with remarkablo results.

On the 26th of May, 1866, Mr. Taylor
sailed for China in the LZwmmermudr with
a missionary party—seventeen in all,  The
officers and crew of the ship numbered
thirty-four, threo of whom professed to be
Christians, and of the others no less than
twenty-one were converted boefore reaching
Java, After a stormy and dangerous voyage
they reached Shanghai on September 30th,
and established head-quarters at HMang
Chau. From this centre of operations the
work gradually cxtended until (in 1888),
the stalf of workers numbered 328, and
mission stations had been located in fifteen
of the eighteen provinces of China, Asin
the case of George Miiller, Mr. Taylor
ascribes his success, first and last, to faith
in God and the efficacy of pr.yer. “ No
man,” he says, ‘“has been osiked for a
penny, yet tho funds nceded for the pro-
secution of the work have been supplied.
The income which, for the first ten years,
averaged about $25,000, last year exceeded
8165,600.” In 1881, at a conference of
the missionaries, the urgent need of more
laliourers was discussed and the resolution
taken fo pray the Lord of the harvest to
send “other seventy also” into the ficld,
That prayer was fully answered in Decem-
ver, 1884, when the last detachment of
cighty sailed for China., In 1887, a ve-
newed call for one hundred, was promnptiy
respondel to by 42 men and 58 women,
who went out in that year. The following
are the latest statistics: stations and out-

stations, 129 ; chapels, 110 ; missionaries,
(wives included) 328; mnative assistants,
132 ; communicants, 2105; organized
churches, 66 ; buarding and day-schools, 18.
There are ten medical missionaries.

Mr. Taylor has been twice married. His
first wife, a daughter of Rev. Samuel Dyer,
Agent of the London Missionary Society, died
in 1870. He afterwards married Miss Fauld-
ing, one of the party that sailed in the
Lammermuir. Of late years, Mr. Ta_ 'or has
resided chiefly in London, superintending the
administrative dopartment of the work, having
a valuable assistant in his brother-in-law,Mr. B.
Broomhall, who is as enthusiastic in regard to
the mission as its founder. It would be mis-
leading to leave the impression that no human
means are used by Mr. Fludson to secure the
larze amount of money and the large number
of missionaries we have named. Mr. Hudson
himself possesses the pen of a ready writer.
His own graphic letters and the details of the
work by his missionaries are published every
month in “China’s Millions,”—an esseatial
part of the concern—one of the most interest-
ing illustrated missionary magazines in exist-
ence, and having a very wide circulation. In
his hands, it answers its purpose better than
any other soliciting agency that could be de-
vised. Mr. Taylor’s preferences for itinerancy,
native costume, aud conformity, as far as
possible, to nalive modes of living in conduct~
ing missionary work, cught, at least, to meet
the approval of Canon Taylor and Mr. Caine,
though it would be too much to expect that
they will satisfy such exacting critics. Mr
Taylor, we are sure, would be the last to insist
that his chosen methods are to be rogarded as
a model for all other missionary societies. In
so vast a work and soexiensive a field as
this, there is room for a diversity of gifts and
methods, hence we have no difliculty in
recognizing the China Inland Mission as one of .
the great missionary agencies of the day, and-
in recording thankfulness to Ged for Hludson
Taylor’s consecrated life, and for the con-
spicuong service rendered to the causo of mis-
sions by him and the noble band of earnest!
men and women now labouring under his:
direction in these Fifteen Provinces of China.

There are now sighty-two Medical Mission-
aries in China, the majority of whom arefrom
the United States; sixteen of thom are female
physicians. There are large mission hospitals
and dispensaries in Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai
and Canton, and smaller ones at various other
cities. At these hospitals, where many thou-
sands are treated yearly, and at the homes of
other sick people, the teaching of the gospel’
of Christ goes hand in hand with the medical
treatment, and tho good accomplished is very
great. In no part of the world is the Medical
Missionary more highly appreciated than
within the Chinese Empire.
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drousehold AWords.

Be still, my soul ; the Lord is on thy side ;
Bear patiently tho cross of grief and pain ;
Leavo to thy God to order and provido ;
In every chasge He faithtul will romain.
Bo still, my soul; thy best, thy Heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to & joyful end.

Be still, my soul ; thy Gad doth undertake
To guide tho future as e has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shako :
All now mysterious shall be bright at last,

Be still. my soul; the waves and winds sball know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt helow.

Bg still, my soul ; the hour is hastening on
Whaen wo shall be for ever with the Lovd ;

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Bo still, my soul ; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed. we shall meet at last.

From the German.

SITTING AS A REFINER.

Some months ago there were a few ladies
in Dublin who met tozether to read and
study the Scriptures. They wero reading the
third chapter of Malachi: “ Behold, I will
gend my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way beforc me and,” ete.

One of the ladies gave it as her opinion that
the fuller’s soap and the “refiner of silver”
were only the same image, intended to convey
the same view of the sanctifying influences of
the grace of God in Christ.

“No,” said another, “ they are not the same
image.” Here is something remarkable in the
gxpression in the 3rd verse, “He shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver.”

They all said that possibly it might be so.
This lady was going into the town and she
promised to see a silver-smith and report to
them what he said on the snbject. Without
telling him the object of her errand, she
begged to know the process of refining silver,
which he fully described to her. * But do you
3it, sir,” said she, “ while you are refining?”
“Q, yes, madam. I mnst sit with my eye
fixed steadily on the furnace, sinco if the
silver yemains too long it is sure to be
injured.” She at once saw the heauty and
comfort of the expression, “ He shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver.”

Christ sees it needful to put his children into
the furnace, but he is seated by the side of it,
hiseye steadily intent on the work of purifying,
and his wisdom and his love are both engaged

to do all in the hest manner for them. Their
trials do not come at random. The very
hairs of their head aro all numbered. As the

lady was returning to tell her friends what
she had heard, just as she turned from the
shop door, the silversmith called her back and
3aid that he had forgotten to mention one
thing, and that was that he only knew the
process of purifying was complete by seeing
his own image in the silver! When Christ
gees his image reflected in his people, his
worl of purifying is accomplished.

THE LOST HEART.

I knew a man who lost his hoart. His wife
had ot got it, and his children had not got it,
and he did not seem as if he had got it him-
self. ** That is odd!” say you. Well, he used
to starve himself. He scarcely had enough
to eat. Iis clothes were threadbave. o -
starved all who were around him. He did
not seem to have a heart. A poor woman
owed him a little rent. Out she went into the
street. He had no heart. A person had
fallen back a little in the payment of monoy
he had lent him. The debtor’s children were
crying for bread.  The man did not. care who
cried for hunger, or what became of the
children. 1le would have his money. Ile
had lost his heart. I never could make out
where it was, till I went to his house one day,
and saw an iron safe; It stood behind the
door of an inner roown, and when he unlotked
it with a heavy key, and the bolts were shot
and the inside was opened, there was a musty
fusty thing within it, as dry and dead as a
kernel of a_walnut seven yoars old. It was
his heart.  If you have locked up your heart
in_an iron safe, get it out. Get it out as
quickly as ever you can.—Spurgeon.

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR WILL?

If s0, you have doubtless made provision for
your wife and children and such other relatives
and friends as have a reasonable claim upon
you. But have you remembered the Lord?

“He who was rich, for our sakes became
poor, that we, through His poverty inizht be
rich;” and now surely we ought to remember
tho debt of gratitude we owe Him. His name
really deserves the first place in our willg, and
that will in which the Lord’s nam: is not
mentioned at all, shows that one more servant
has lived and died unmindfal of the fact that
bhe was the Lord’s steward, and unot the Lord
himself. A man of moderate wealth, who
had been accustomed to give S225 yearly for
the support of the Gospel, bequeathed to the
little church where he worshipped, a legacy
which yields an annual income of $2530, in
order, as he said, to make his place good when
he was gone.

Have you planned to “ make your place good
when you aro gone?” Perhaps during vour
life-time you have felt that all your meoeney
was needed in your business ; or possibly, like
many others, vou have loved it too well to
part’ with it, and have kept back the tithes
which ought to have gone into the Lord’s
troasury. If se, now that vou must part with
it, surely you will try to be generous with the
Lord. and, o far as pussible, make good the
loss He has sustained. If you have neglocted
this duty, why not add a codicil to your will,
so that when the will is read in Heaven, the
Master will look upon you with a swile snc¢
say, “ Weli done, good and faithful servants
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ?”
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There is only one thing better than this,|of the Empire. The first Legislative Asser-
and that is to give the Lord His share while i)y maet on 1st January 1733.

you live, and “enter into the joy of the Liord ”
here on earth. Said one who had just given
$50,000 to a western college, “I cannot tell
you what I have enjoyed. Itis like being
born into the Kingdom again.”

Besi les, if you give now you will aveid
possible contingancies whereby the Lord's
portion might be lost. Dr. J. G. Holland
relates that “after the Chicago fire, three
friends maet, two of whom had been burned
out of house and home, and the immense
accumulations of successful lives. One of the
unfortunates said to the other two, ¢ Woll,
thank, God there was somo of my money
placed where it could not burn;’ saying
which, be turned on his heel cheerfully and
went to work at his new life. His brotherin
misfortune turned to his companion and said,
‘That man gave away last year nearly a
million of dollars, and if I had been wise I
should have done the same thing.

Be your own executor, then, and give while
you can.—Selecled.

—The Rev. Rowland Hill, entering the
house of one of his congregation, and seeing a
<hild on a rocking-horse, exclaimed, ¢ Dear
me! how wondrously like some Christians!
there is motion, but no progress.”

—Blessed is the man who, having nothing
to say, abstains from giving us wordy evidence
of the fact.—George Eliot.

-~

Lreshytevianisne in Hewlondland,

EWFOUNDLAND, the oldest of the
British Colonies, is said to have been
discovered by the Icclanders about the year
1000. It was re-discovered by John Cabot
and his son Sebastian on the 24th of June,
1497. And was named by them Prima Vista,
afterwards changed to Bona Vista. A number
of unsuccessful attempts at settlement were
made by English, French and Portuguese
adventurers, but it was not until 1683 that
the first colony was established under Sir
George Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore.
His son was made Governor of the Colony,
which he named Avalon. With the breaking
outof the war between France and England,
a series of strugzles ensued for the ownership
of the Island.  In 1708 the French gained
the mastery, and held it till 1713, when by
the treaty of Utrecht, it became British and
has so remained eversince. Having declined
to enter into the Canadian Counfederacy, it
still remains an isolated indopendent Colony

The population: of Newfoundland is nearly
200,000. The onlyv towns of any conse-
quence are St. John'’s and Harbour Grace, the
former having about 30,069 inhabitaats, and
the Iatter between 7,000 and 8,000. 'The
Presbyterians <lo not number more than 2,000
all told.

Newfoundland has always been noted forits
fisheries, and fishing has been the only note-
worthy industry in whichits pecple have been
enzaged. Tho coast is rugeed and sterile ; the
soil for the most part thin and poor, and the
climate severe. During the winter, many of
the harbonrs are shut in with vast barricades
of ice. But in the interior there is much land
that awaits the husbandman’s tail, and splendid
forests invite the lnmberinan’s industry.

The most nnmerous denomination are the
Roman Catholics, French and Irish. In 1884,
the first numbered 75,000 the Church of Eng-
land, 69.000; the Methodists, 49,000. The re-
mainder of the population is divided hetween
Prosbyterians and Congregationalists. The
first Preshyterian church was organized in
1842 by Scoteh merchants and others in St
John'’s. The first minister was tha Rev. Donald
Allan Fraser, « man of vare excellence as a
minister of the Gospel and as a citizen. He
hasleft a high reputation in Pictou andin
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, where he laboured
with faithfulvess and success ;and in St. John’s
his memory is still fondly cherished. He died
Feb. 7th, 1845, During 1846 the congregation
wag supplied by ministers from Nova Scotia.
In 1847, Rev. Archibald Sinclair commenced
a ministry which continued but two years.
About this fime the congregation was divided
on the lines that had divided the Church of
Scotland 1 litigation and strife weakened the
cause, and little or no effort was made to carry
the banner of Presbyterianism beyond the
limits of the Scottish population. Rev. Thomas
King was pastor in the latter part of 1849 and
during 1850, From 1851 to 1858, Rev. Francis
Nicol served the congregation mostacceptably.
Ho was succeeded by Rev. Donald Macrae,
D.D., now of St. Stephen, St. John, who re-
mained in the charge for twelve years and
happily paved the way for healing the breach
of 1847”8, Dr. McRae was succeeded by Rev.
Daniel Mc¢Dougall and Rev. J. D. Patterson.
The ¥ree Church congregation enjoyed for
some time the ministry of Rev. Adam Stuart
Muir, of late somewhat notorious for bis
occentricity. Butduring most of the time they
had a pastor, Rev. Moses Harvey, whose abili-
ties as a preacher and as a writer for the press
aro widoly recognized. 1n 1875 both congrega-
tions became connected with the Presbyterian
church in Canada, and in 1877 were united
into one strong charge. Rev. Mr. Pattersos
and Rev. M. Harvey retired.  Rev. L, G, Mae-
neil ministerod to th:o united congrezaticn until
the autumn of 1886, when e accepted s callto



208

St. Andrew’s Chureh, St. Jobn, N, e was
succeeded in this important charge by Rev.
William Graham, who now occupies the post.

The congregation next in importance is that
of Harbour Grace. 11 was iounded about 1849,
Their first pastor was Rev. Alexander Ross, |
one of the earliest graduates of the Free!
Church College, Halifax.  Mr. Ross continued

‘in this charge for o period of 22 years. when he
was gneceeded by Rev. Richmond logan. Mr.
Logan’s ministry was terminated in 1884 on
account of the illress of bis wife, Ile was in
turn succeeded by Rev. W, R. Thampson the
present pastor.

While the great copper mines at Little Bay
and vicinity were in operation, a eonuregration
was organized and a chureh bnilt at Liitde Pay,
and the Rev. Messrs. Cruikshank (pow of
Montrealy, Gunn (new of New Brunswick) and
‘Whittier (new of Australia) ministered tc the
miners and others with great success. The
mines changed hands; less prosperous times
followed ; the PresbLiyterian population moved
away with bardly an exception, and the con-
gregation at Little Bay is almost if not wholly
extinct. A number of Presbyterians from
NovaSecotia removed to the Bay of Islandson
the west coast, attracted thither by extensive
lumbering operations. They secured the ser-
vices of a Pregbyterian missionary. A small
church and manse were erected, «nd the
station promised well, but adverse tin.es came
and it was greatly weakened. This year the

ost is occupied by a veteran minister, Rev.
obert Stewart, for many years minister of
the Covenanter Church at Wilmot, Nova

Scotia.

The Presbyterian Church has put forth no
special effort to evangelize Newfoundland.
Presbyterian immigrants have been few in
number and wideiy scattered, except when
settled in St. John’s cr Harbour Grace. Our
Methedist brethren have shewn much zeal in
evangelistic work, and the Episcopal body is
also strong and vigorous.  Still, there arelarge
districts that invite the labours of the evange-
listand colporteur. The country is becoming
more accessible ; steamers vigit all the coast
settiements; railway extension is the order of
the day, and therais a prospect that a large
tract of territory titted for agriculture will soon
be opened up. Our people in St. Johin’s and
Harbour Grace are liberal, large-hearted and
public-spirited  Whenever they see suitable
opportunities for chureh extension we may be
sure that they will de all in their power to
avail themselves of it. 1t is not like Presby-
terianism to be relatively weaker, and
absolutely as weak to-day as it was tweniy or
gven thirty years ago.
byterian Church to take ar ever-deepening in-
erest in thig greal and important island.

If you do not wish for Christ’s kingdom do
not pray for it. DBut if you do, you must do
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Fone Rissions in the Worth-West.

Syxorsis oF REPORT To GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
“THE six presbyteries that comprise the

Synod of Manitoba and the North-
'West  Territories  contain  within  their
boundaries twe-thirds of the total area of
Canada. and in this territory, for anindefinite
period, must he found the ITome Mission
field of the Church. Already 41 per cont
of the mission field of the Western Section
are under the care of these presbyteries. In
this country ajune in all Canada are to be
found free-grant landssuitable for settlement
and such lands will prove a strong attraction
to immigrants. The resources of the
country are yet undeveloped, but they are
known to be vast and varied, The Western
seas and rivers and the inland lakes swarm
with fish. The rocks of North-Wostern
Ontario and of British Columbia are seamed
with silver and gold. Immense deposits of
iron, copper, and lead are awaiting capital
and enterprise, The rough country of Lako
Superior and the Lake of the Woods, and
the numerous valleys of British Columbia
are covered with valuable timber. In the
centre lie about 600,000 square miles of
excellent arable and pasture lands, the
western portion of which rests on extensive
coal-fields. Here ave all the conditions of
sucecessful settlement. The climate is cold
in winter, but very healthy, as the last 20
years have proved.

Into this country a steady stream of immi-
gration is flowing. In 1888, about 17,000 are
said to have found a home in this new land
and never since 18382 was the influx so large
as this spring. Of the present population ahout
28 per cent. (in both Manitoba and the North-
West Territories) is Presbyterian, and henceit
is imperative that the Church exert herself to
provide for their moral and spiritual welfare.
Of the activity of the Church in the past and
of her cuccess under God, the communion rolls
ana list of mission fields bear abyndant evid-
ence. The census of Manitoba taken in 1856,
and of the North-West Territories 1835, bear
corroborative testimony, for while the popula-
tion of Manitnba increased 74.5 p.c. in 5 years,
the Presbyterian population increased 104.4

. C.

To overtake the present wants of the work, a
number of ordained missionaries are required.
When fields are left without a supply in winter,
severe lusses are sustained. Last winter nearly
40 mission fields were left vacant, and the

more than pray for it; you must work forit.
~ —Ruskin.

people were as sheep without a shepherd. Con-
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|
tinuous supply, however, meansalarge revenue |

and it is hoped this may be fortheoming. The
maintenance of the Ilome Mission work in tho
North-West has fallen chiofly on Ontario. The
churches of the Mother Land have sent contri-
butions from year to year, but thoy have not
been large. The people of the Maritimo Pro-
vinces have given alimost nothing. Thousands
of their children are in the Noi.h-West, and
sinve, for Home mission work in the Synod by
the sea, the people give less than one-half tho
amount given by the peoplo of the western
gection, itis to be hoped that inthe future thoy
will share the burden and glory of planting
Christian institutions in the North-West. Last
year the eastern section gave 15 cents per
member for Home missions and the western,
34 cents. Svotland and Ireland have sent us
many seltlers, and they have recognized the
claim of the tlome Mission work on them.
When Highlander and Lowiander, erofter and
weaver, are seeking lhomes fur themselves and
their clildren, more might be done till these
immnigrants are in a better position to support
their pastors. The (anadian church is her-
self only a mission church yet. With half a
continent thrown open for settlement and
peuple pouring intu 1t, aid must be given, or
missions will not keep pace with settlement.
Want of religious ordinances means decline in
spiritualiiy and ab.unting of moral perceptions,
The following statement wil! show the present
condition of the work.

AucMastep Coxgrixivrions.—There are in
the Presby teries, betweon Port Arthur and the
Rockies, 1 augmented congregations, having 62

stations, 871 families, 1,192 communicants, and |

they promise 513,085 for salary, or at the rate
of $1112 peor communicant. ‘They own 22
churches and 8 manses, and others are in
course of erection this year. For the support
of tho ministers tue H. M. C. promises for the
year £4,315 or an average of abuut $227 por
congregation. Of these congregations, 6 are
in the Presbytery of Winnipeg, 3 in Ruck
Lake, § in Brandon, 1in Regima, and 1 in Cul-
gary. During the past year, six congregations
became self-sustaining, and one since the cluse
of the year, aud three were added tothe list.
MissioN FieLbs—Scrvices were conducted
during the past year in 94 mission fields, and
of these 13 ars new. “Tho Presbyterics already
mentioned had respectively 19,11, 25, 25 and
11 ditlerent mission districts. Threofiekls be-
came auginented congregations, and ore a seif-
sustaining cungregation. For the coming year,
services will oe held 1in connection with atleast
95 mussion fuelds. Connected with them are
378 stations, 3315 families, 3,228 communi-
cants, not reckoning from 2,500 to 3,000 men
scattered wonyg the railway, for whose spiritual
wedare the chureh is providing. Other dis-
tricts are asking missionaries, but the state of
the U. M. Fund forbids much extension. Of
the missi naries employed, 32 are ordained, 48

students and 13 cateclists. The services given .

in the 1ission fields amounted to 69§ yoars or
an averago of 39 Sabbaths for every field sup-
plied. This means, that on an averago, all our
mission fields were withiout services for three
months. The injurious eflect of such a system
nead not be puinted out. Including augmented
and self-sustaining congregations, the supply
would amount to 1054 years, which is 54 more
than last year, although tho averago per field
is lower.

The Synod was organized five years ago, and
the following tigures will shew the growthsince
that time :—

In-
1889. oreanse.

1884, 1888,

Self-. .st. congregations.... 5 13 20 15
Augmented congregativns.. 10 22 19 9
Mission ficlds.sssee.ooieens 83 81 95 42
Congr. and Miss. stati 21 433 413 222,
Families (whites).... 3803 6,839 6,197 2,904,
Communicants (whire 37.8 6906 7,677 3949,
Churches. .. -. ..... 52 109 123 7
Manses . .. T 1 26 26 13
Mnusters, missionaries and

Professors «oo. ool . 132 139 71
Indian teachers and Mis-

sionaries.... . ..e0 coie. 8 17 22 14
Total employces of Church.. 76 149 151 85
Number of these ordained.. 61 81 7 16

The amounts paid by the H. M. C. of the
Assembly for the support of Misssionaries was
as follows :—

Presbytory of Winnipeg....... $1,866.25

Rock [ake..... . 1845.00 .
Brandon ....... 4,669.80
Regina ......... 5591.80
Cafgary......... 2,541.00

Total «.eevve oo $16,02185

Thig is axclusive of the amount paid for
travelling cxpenses.

Sabbath-schools are organized and carried
on with much zeal but the majority of them
are closed during the winter. ‘I'he number of
scholars was about 8,500, and the average at-
tendence about 7,000.

A number of geutlemen in Ontario and
several sucieties are supporting Missivnaries in
the field this sumwear, and so relieving the
1Iome Mission Funy. The Students M.ssion-
ary Societi-s are also giving valuable aid.
Fifteen missions are thus sustained, one of
which requires a supplement of $6U0. Our
Lest thanks are dus to the:e generous friends.

To all the Crofters, Gaelic-speaking Mission-
aries have been sent, and their work is much
appreciatod. Theso settiers are making satis-
factory progress and they are going to prove
vajuable settlers. They aro beginning to con-
trivute for the support of their pastors.

The Icelandic Mission in Winnipeg hasbeen
most successful. A congregation was organized
during the year and 71 communicants are con~
pected witht it. A church was built last sum-
mer, and it is being onlarged to twice the
former size. A second missionary is travelling
through the country and visiting Scandinavian
aed Icelandic settlements and doing faithful
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and acceptable service. The presence of a
German-speaking Missionary is very desirable.
At several points along the railway, Chinese
Sabbath-schools have been conducted and
with encouraging results.

JAMES ROBERTSON.

®ur Hownw Blission,

I

IEHE following letter from Dr. J. Frazex
. © Smith, dated at Chefoo, April 9th, ap-
‘peared in the Presbyterian Review some
time since, and is now re-published by re-
quest of the Foreign Mission Committee :—

You may be interested to know that Iam
doing a little work. Three forenoons in the
week I go to Dr. Douthwaite’s Dispensary and
listen to him, and assist him in examining
and treating the patients. I find this a great
help to me, as Dr. D. has been in the country
about fifteen years and has had m* ~ expe-
rience with the Chinese. Then the Doctor in
Chefoo has given me full charge of the Chinese
Hospital and Dispensary for the remaining
three forenoons of each week. Here T am
thrown entirely on my own resources; and I
am forced to make the best use I can of my
Chinese. It issplendid practice, and although
T am often perplexed and made to feel how
little I know, yet I am by no means dis-
couraged, because I realize that I am progres-
ging slowly day by day. You have no idea
how difficult it is to remain inactive, unable to
satisfy the intense longing to preach the glo-
rious gospel of peace and pardon through the
blood of Christ, whnch the perishing millions
aronnd "s 8o much need. Then people at home
cannuvinity sympathize inthekeen disappoint-
ment that is felt after the missionary is able
to converse fairly well, when he attempts to tell
some poorman about Jesus and finds that he is
unable to put the simplest gospel truth with
any degree of fluency or intelligibility. Or,
perbaps he may be able to express himself as
he supposes very well, and theman may listen
attentively with open mouth, toall appearance
taking in every word, and after all, the mis-
sionwry may find that ths poor man had
scafcely heard one word of the eloquent dis-
course, but had spent ull his time trying to
make out the possible use of the buftens on
the wrist-bands of the speaker’s coat or some
other problem even more absurd. Happy is
the young missionary who is not over san-
guine, 2nd who early learns to trust little in
appearances, however favorable they may be.
The following is a clipping from a Shanghai
paper, and it will give you an idea whatan old
resident thinks about the Chinese language
"and the Chinese. “A valued correspondent
statesthat a leading missionary informed sowe
jfriends of Jers.that they weuld be using the

Chinese language in three months. Allow me
to offer a time-table which I believe to be accu-
rate. Corrections invited. You shall be in
Chinese : Able to ask for your dinner in 3
months; to tell how to cook it in 6 months ; to
do some growling about it in 12 months ; to
scold elegantly (without profanity) in 2 years;
to talk fluently and dream sensibly in 5 years ;
to-become a sinologue and snub others in 10
years; to be up to a Chinaman’s little dodges
in §0 years ; and to 2 mandarin’s ‘artful tricks
in 100 years!”

Last week a man came into the dispensary
with a skin affliction, but he was so covored
with grime that it was imposslble to ma%s a
correct diagnosis. He was requested to go
home and wash himself thoroughly, when he
indignantly replied that he had washed him-
self exactly ten days previously, and he ap-
peared greatly surprised that any one should
suggest that ho should wash so soon again.
Another man with bad oyes was told that it
was necessary for him to remain in the hos-
pital for several days where his eyes could be
attended to regularly. He answered that he
was master of a small boat, and therefore,
could not remain in the hospital, but that his
young son who was waiting outside m-ght re-
main instead. Thoy are indeed ignorant as
regards medicine, and care very little for their
bodies and much less for their souls. We were
disappointed about the house we expected to
get in Lin-Ching, as they expect an oxtra man
this fall. However, we are going to rent native
houses which, of course, we will have to fix up
a little, but we expect native houses will be
less expensive in the long ran.

Jarax.—The union of the Prosbyterians and
Congrogationalists in Japan has not been ac-
complished, as was generally expected. Ata
recent meeting of tho representatives of the
Congregational Churches in Kobe, it was found
that there were threo difforent parties. A fow
of the members had been instructed by their
churches to vote against any umion. Some
were ready for any plan that should meet the
approval of the majority; and a third, and
strong party wasvery anxious for union. After
a long and vory excited discussion, it was de-
cided by a majority to striko out all referonce
to any creed, ask for furiher concessions in the
method of government, and also omit all the
forms that were recommended for the oryani-
zation of churches, calling, ordination, and in-
stallation of pastors, conduct of trials, &e.
These conditions were rejected by thie Presby-
terians, and thus tho matter rests for the pre-
sent. A harmonious session of the five united
Presbyterian missions was held rocently. The
statistics of this * United Church of Chrstin
Japan” are as follows :—Chnurches, 39 ; mem-
bers, 8,541; Ordained ministers, 23; Evangalists,

34; Theological students, 60; contributions for
the year, $33,054.—H. Loomis, Agent A. B. 8.
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Sant Ghosen of the Lorvd,

Avcusr 4. B.C. 1096. 1 Sam, 9:15-27.
Golden Text, Prov. 8:15.

$A\7 HILST the Israelites waited for Samuel
to present them with a king, he him-
self waited for Divine guidance. His disin-
teredness appears here. He might havetaken
this opportunity to put forward a friend or re-
lative, but did not do so. God did not keep
him long waiting, but sent him ong, until then
a total stranger, by a chain of Providential
occurrences, the links of which seem insignifi-
rapt. Saul is sent to look for his fatlier's lost
asses, v. 3. Not finding them, he zoeson and on,
until he reaches Ramah, whers Samuel lived,
v. 6. Thir suggested to his servantthe thought
that they might consult the prophet in their
maitter, v. 8. Young maidens, whom they met,
directed them where they might find Samuel,
v. 11, and finally he himself et them, on his
way to the ‘“ high place,” wheroe a sacritice was
10 be oftered that day. V. 15. [In his ear—by
a whisper, probably whilst he was praying,
ch.8:91, Amos 3:7. V. 16. My people—
Israel had rejected God, ch. 8 :7, but Godin
mercy had not forsaken them. He remom-
bered his promises, and pitied their misery,
Lev.26:12.  Their cry—The Philistines had
earrisoned their country since the defeat of
Mizpebh, ch. 10 : 5, and greatly oppressed them,
<ch. 13:19. Comp. Exod.3:7. V.17. Behold
the man— God whispoered in Samuel’s ear, as
ho saw Saul coming. V. 18, The seer—so
called, because he could see the future, ch. 9:9.
V.19. Sawmuel gave a cordial reception to the
man whom he knew was {o support him, as a
ruler of the people. This was true greatness.
e invited him to the feast, and to his house.
V.20. Without payment, he told him that
the asses were found, v. 8, and gave him a hint
of his coming greatness. V. 21. Saul—was a
Benjamite. Ilis tribe had been nearly anni-
hilated at one time by civil war, Judg. 21 : 47.
My family the least—a conventional oxpression
of humility, like many such, it was not
strictly true, v.1. V.23. Setit by the: —~From
this, it appears that God had revealed to
Samuel that Saul was coming, and that the
prophet had purposely invited leading men to
the foast. By giving Saul and his servant the
highest places, Yie notonly introduced them as
distinguished guests, but gave an example of
the respect due to Rulers,1 Pet. 2:17.° V. 25.
Communcd—had 2 long and intimate conversa-
tion with him, and most probably prayed with
him and for him. The next day he accom-
panied him to the end of the city, v. 27, and
told him “all the word of God” concerning bis
future career, and how he was chosen to be
the Kinyg of Isracl. Saul waslooking for asses,
and found a kingdom. Let us do our work
well, however lowly it may be, and if God
means to give us bigher duties, he will bring
them to us, or us to them, as he did for Saul.

Sumuel's avewell Dddvess.
Avcusr 11. B.C. 1096. 1 Saxm. 12:1-15,
Golden Text, 1 Sam. 12: 24.

?EFORE leaving Saul, Samuel had anointed
7% him with oiT, an act of consecrat'on of
great antiquity, Gen. 18 : 18, Exod. 28 : 41. He
had also given himcertain signs by which his
faith would he strengthened, ere he reached
Gilgal, where he would meet him again, ch.
10:1-S. Then Samuel called all the people to
Mizpeh. There the Lord showed that Saul was
to be the King. With few exceptions, they
approved the choice, ch. 10 24-27.  Samuel
wrote a constitution, read itto nem andlaid it
in the tabernacle for safe keeping, ch. 10: 25.
Saul went home to Gibeah, accompanied by a
few followers. Nahash, the Ammonite having
attacked Israel, he raised an army of 330,000
men and utterly defeated him, ch. 11:12.
Samuel having now come to Gilgal, Saul was
sclemnly declared King. V. 1. Samued—now
gave Isracl his farewell address, formerly re-
tiring from the judicial oftice. His prophetic
office he kopt until his death, many years
after. V. 2. He casts up to the people the very
words of their elders, Comp. ch.$:5. Iam
old, you have a king, and my sons are here.
You may deal with us, as you see fit. You
have known me from childhood, have I ever
abused my charge in any way? If sp, show
it, v. 3. Samuel does this, not from personal
feelings of vain glory, but to give weight to the
warnings he was about to give the people. V.
4. They owned that not a single act of fraud
or oppression had defiled his public life. A
most honourable record !—Reminding them
that both their king and thewmselves, as weil
as the Lord were witnesses of tuis declaration,
not by kings and armies, but by God's ser-
vznts, Moses and Aaron, v. S. Later on, when
they had forgotten the Lord, he delivered them
to their enemies. Sisera—Judyg. 4:2, the
Philistines—Judg. 10 : 7, and Moubites, allies of
the Ammonites, Judg. 11:3, 15. When re-
penting, they put away thesame false gods that
Israel had worshipped justbefore the battle of
Mizpeh, ch. 7:4. God again helped them,
sending Jerubaal or Gideon, Judg. 7: 1, Bedan
—the LXX reads * Balak,” Judy. 4 : 6. Bedan
is not mentioned in Judges. Jephthah—Judg.
11:1. V.12 Aud now, when fhey had seen
Nabash coming against them, instead of wait-
ing on the Lord, they had asked a king! The
Lord—Jehovah was your King. You have
now the King of your choice, yot you may be
blessed, both himand you, v. 14, if you jear the
Lord—}keep his law and worship Him alone,
but if you rebel against Ilim, he will punish
youas he punished your fathers. Comp. Is.
1:19-20. Itshall be well with the righteous,
they shall eat the fruit of their doings. It
shall be ill with the wicked, for the reward of
his hands shall be given him, Is. 3:10,1%
This is God’s etornal rule of righteousness.
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Sant Bejected by the Lovd,
Augusr 18. B.C. 1080. 1 Sam. 15:10-23
Golden Teat, 1 Sam.15 :23.

JAUL bhad now reigned about sixteen years

a period of almcst incessant war, ch. 14 :

47. His daring transgression of the law of
sacrifice, Lev. 17 :8, 9, recorded in ch.13:9,
and the fact that it was years before ha built
an altar to the Lord, comp. ch. 13 : 1and 14 :35,
show how careless he was of his duties to God.
This had already brought him a warning, ch.
13 :14. The Amaiekites, when lsracl was on
the way from Egypt, had attacked them and
thereby brought upon themseives a curso from
the Lord, Ex. 17 : 8-14. Four hundred years
had elapsed, now the time of punishment had
come, v. 2. God waits lony, but his judgments
are sure, Gen. 6:3,7;1 Pet. 3:13. Saul was
ordered tn “utterly destroy” Amalek. The
command was only partly obeyed, v.2,9,
although a special warning had been given to
bim, v. 1. V.11. It reponteth me—God does
not repent, in the sense that he issorry for
what he has done, v. 29, but he changes his
dealings with sinners when they chango, for
all God’s promises and threatenings are con-
ditional,comp. 1 Tim. 2:4-Gand Heb. 10: 26-31.
Griered—Samuel mourned for Saul, as God,
who delights not in the death of the sinners,
and Jesus who mourned over Jerusalem, Ezek.
18: 82, Luke 19:41. Ile ericd—interceded for
Saul, but it was too late, ch. 16:1,Jer. 15 : 1.
V. 12.  Carmel—a high mountain of Samaria.
There Saul put up a monument or triumphal
arch, then came dewn to Gilgal. V.13. 1 hare
performed—If this was not an excuse to quict
the reproaches of conscience, Saul must
already bave heen hardened insin. The very
cattle by theirlowing, proclaimed his falseliood,
v. 14:21. V. 15. The pcople—Like Adam,
Saul cast the blame on others, ag if ho could
have prevented the sin, Gen. 3 : 12. To sacrifice
—He tried to make religion a cloak for sin, v.
21. God hates robbery for sin-offering, Is. 61 :
8. Samuel ignored his hypocritical plea. Ho
pointed out to him his ingratitude to God, v.
17. tho Lord’s positive commands, v. 1§, and
his disobedience and greed. Saul insisted that
he had obeyed the voice of the Lord, and em-
phasized the fact thet the things taken were
taken for the Lord. V. 21. Thy God—\Vas
not Samuel’s God his own God any longer?
It would seem so from this word, Thy. V. 22,
Obeying. Still the test of true piety. Cere-
monial can never compensate for the want of
obedience, is. 1:11-17, Hos. 6:6. V. 23.
Witcheraft—deelings with the devil. Rebellion
against God's commands aud stubborness in
sin, ensures utler rejection. Saul was rejected

€he Quointing of Zhawid.
Avecusr 25. B.C. 1064. 1 San. 16 : 1-18.
Golden Teat,1 Sam. 16 :17.

gAU I, was alarmed at his sontence of rejec-

tion. Reluctantly acknowledging his sin,
he asked Samuel, not God, to forgive him, ¢h.
19 :24-25, and to mediate between God and
him. Samuel refused, rehinding him that
God was not a man, that he should
repent, ch. 13:2Y, yet at Sauls urgoent
request, and to save him unnecessary
humilation, he turned with him and stood by
whilst Saul worslupped the Lord, ch. 15 :30-32.
Without consulting him in the least, he
caused Agag to be “hewed to pieces” before
the Lord, ch. 15:83. Jer. 1:10. He then
took final leave of him, never coming any
moro tosee him. Yet he mourned long for
him, ch 15 :35. V.1. Howlong—It was not
wrong for Samuel to mourn, but he must do
it with measure. God had rejected Saul for
lis glory and for the good of his people. Tle
had provided 2 better king for them, Ps. 89:
20. Jesse—the grandson of Boaz and Ruth,
Ruth 4:22. V,2. Iow cun I—The errand
was a dangerous one and Samuel wished for
fuller directions. It may have been that his
faith scmewhat faltered, comp. Exod. 3:11;
4:13. If Saul hear it—How well he judge(i
him may boseen in 1 Sam 22:18,19. Say to
sacrifice—This wag strictly true. Tiere wasno
necessity for any one being toid more at this
time. V. 3. Iwill show thee—When we obey
the Lord he directs all our ways, Prov.3:6;
Jer-10:23. V.4, The Elders trembled—fear-
ing Saul's displeasure. They probably thought
that Samuel was flying from Saul V.35.
Sanctify yoursclves—* Solemn preparation is
needed befure solemn ordinances,” 1 Cor. 11:
28. Samuel lodging at Jesse’s house, person-
ally conducted the family preparations for the
sacrifice, v. 5. It1s ikely that he told Jesse
the purpose of bis coming. He called his sons
to tlie sacrifice, and as they came forward, one
by ono he was struck with the fine ap&yaarance
of EliaD, the eldest. Surely, he said, thisis
tho chosen one, v. 6. V. 7. Look not— A good
lo)king man might be a very wicked man like
Saul, ch. 10:23. God’s thoughts and ways
are not ours. He discerns the intents of the
heart, Is. 55 : §; Heb. 4 : 12. Jesse’s seven sons
being refused, vs. 8-10, David the youngest is
sent for. He was away tending tho sheep.
1le is thought to have been about 20 years old
then, a healthy Jooking, honest youth, v. 12,
V. 18. Anointed Him—a Divine designation to
the kingly office to be his in due time. It

jmade him a typo of Christ the anointed one.

The spirit—He was fitted for his future duties

becauso he rejected tho word of the Lord. Let | by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, hkethe dis-
us therefore fear, believe and obey, Heb. 4 : 1 ciples on tho day of Pentecost, recoiving power

10 :31. To whom much is given, of them the |1rom on high, Luke 24 : 49 ; Acts2 : 1-4.

Wo

more is expected. How shall we escape re- | learn from this that God chooses his gervants
Jection if we despise the offer of Salvation in; and fits them for his service-

the Gospel.
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¥ COTLAND.—The Assemblies :i—In hoth As-

semblies the main topicof anxious thought
gnd debate, bas been the relation of the Church
to the Confession of Faith. In the Church of
Scotland, the terms of subscription have been
modified by falling back on an ancient Act of
Parliament alrcady quoted. In the Free
Church, a motion proposed by Principal Brown
of Aberdeen, was carried, recognizing both the
importance and the difficulty of the question
raised, and the indication of a present call to
deal with it, and appointing a Committee to
consider carefully what action it is advisable
for the Church to take, so as to meet the diffi-
culties, and relieve the scruples referred to in
8o large a number of overtures; it being 2lways
understood that the Free Church can contem-
plate the adoption of no change, which shall
not be consistent with a cordial and stoadfast
adherence to the great doctrines of the Confes-
sion.” This motion was carried by 413 to 130;
followed by the appointment of a largo and re-
presentative Committee. The election of Dr.
Marcus Dods to the Chair of New Testament
Exegesis, vacant by the death of the late Pro-
fessor Smeaton, in the New College, Edinburgh,
is remarkably one of the signs of the times.
The votes stood thus : For Dads, 383 ; Salmon,
115; Cusin, 163, giving the Professor elect a
majority of 103 over the other two candidates
combined. In both Churches, the Totai Absti-
nence movement is making steady progress.
The over ures on the Union between the I ree
and U.1. Churches, were dispused of for the pre-
sent by the motion “that ministers should con-
sider tho question, and co-operatogencrally and
locally as much as possible.” Presbyterial visi-
tation of congregations, once every five years,
has become a standing Law of the Church.
The question of Sabbath-observance was care-
fully discussed, and really this is becoming
one of the most serious questions of the times.
In the Church of Scotland the increase in
membership was recorded at 2500; in the
Free Church, 3,500; and in the U. ., 793. For
Foreign. Missions there were raised in the Es-
stablished Church, about $160,000; andin the
Freo, $423,000, as against $259,000 last year.
This is the largest figure vet attained we be-
lieve, in that Church, and is matter of thanks-
giving to us all. One very delightful and mem-
orable event, worthy of a distinet place in the
record, was the appearance of the Rev. Dr.
Somerville on the floor of the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland. The reception
given to this aged and beloved servant of the
Lord, was woll worthy of the occasion. The
whole Assembly rising tutheir feet asthe Dr. ap-
peared in thedoorway, and remaining standing
while he was being received. It was the Jubi-
lee of the Church of Scotland’s Jowish Mission, ;

Bonar and McCheyne wero sent on their mis-
sion of enquiry to the Holy Land. On this
subject the Dr. spoke. Dr. Gloag closed the
Assembly with a very able address on the
present state of Theology, and the great need
at the present time, for a learned minisuy, able
to grapple with the questivns of the hour—
men imbued also with the spirit of grace. Dr.
Laird, in closing the Free Church Assembly,
emphasized very much the great need for a
more faithful and powerful preaching of the
slorivus old Gospel, and for o fuller and deeper
Baptism into the puwer an 1 presence of God’s
Iuly Spirit. Thus, the two Assemblies ran,
on many important occasions, almost side by
side. D.
TreLanp.—The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church met on the 3rd of June,
and the sittings continued until the 13th.
The Rev. William (larke of Bangor, was
«lected Moderator to succeed the Rev. R. J.
Lench. A large amount of business was
trunsacted. It was a very poaceable meeting-
There were no burning questions: there were
no mnew departures, The schemes of the
Church are genorally in a prosperous con-
dition. The Venerable Dr. W. D. Killen, after
a long professoriate, some 48 years, was per-
mitted to retire, and the Rev. James Heron of
Dundela was appointed as assistant and
succes-or. With the retirement of Dr. Killen,
the first generation of Professors passes from
tue scene of aclivity, that is the first genera-
tion of a full staff in the college of Belfast. It
is a iittle over forty years s:nece the staff was
enlarged—the intention in the first instance
being to have more than six, the Government
of the day giving a saiary of £250 sterling o
each. The names of the men that forty years
avo filled the chairs will not be forgotten.
Thev were Cooke, Edgar, Wilson, Murphy,
Gibson and Killen. The names of the men
that now fill them are Watts, Rubinson,
Leitch, Todd, Martin, Walker, and Heron.
There is now no endowment from Guvern-
ment. When the Church of Ireland was
disendowed, a lump sum was given to the
Collega and with large subscriptions,made by
wealthy friends was invested for the support
of the institution.  Forty years ago there was
no college Luilding, since thon a structure
worthy of the Church has been raised, and
residonces for the Professors as well.  Ata
later date a wing was added to board and
lodge the studen{s. The grounds of the
college (which is purely thevlogical) adjvin
thosc of Queen’s College, where 2 majority of
the ministers get their Arts course. Next
vear will be the Jubilee of the Assembly, and
steps wero taken to have it duly colebrated.
1t was in 1840 that the Synod of Ulster and
the Secession Synud united and formed the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland with an As-
sombly as the Supreme court. A few ofthe

when Drs. Black and Keith and Messes. ffathers who wero precent thers still remain.
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Dr. Killen is one; he was in the 11th year of
his ministry then. Dr. Murphy is another.
Not many pre-union men are in active service
now. 7Those who will live to July, 1890, will
see a grand celebration of the Jubilee of that
Union. It will be the Jubilee of her Foreign
Missionn Work as well, for at that Assembly
the first missionaries to the heathon were
designated. One of the two then set apart is
still alive and in tolerable vigour, the Rev.
James Glasgow, D.D. H.

Uwitep Srates.—There are few who have
the opportunity of expressing their thanks,
viraroce, for the erection of their * mural monu-
ment.” That, however, has recently fallen to
the lot of the Venerable Dr. McCosh, ex-
President of Princeton Theological Seminary.
On a certain day in June last, after the
presentation of Dr. McCosh's portrait to the
Trustees, the ceremony of unvailing his
mural statue took place in Marquand Chapel.
The statue is of bronze, a faithful ikeness,and
is said to be a fine specimen of art. In
acknowledging the compliment paid him by
. the class of’79, Dr. MceCosh said that of all the
honours ever conferred on him, he considered
this the greatest. “This bronze would carry
his fame to coming generations, but, above all,
he desired his own name ever to restin the
mindg and hearts of his boys” . . Dr
Arthur T, Pierson, Pastor of Bethany Churceh,
Philadelphia, and Joint-editor of the Missionary
Review of the World has demitied his charge
with a view to giving himself wholly to the
advocacy of missions to the heathen, 2nd to
this end he proposes to set out immediately
upon an extensive personal survey of the prin-
zipal mission fields in different quarters of the
zlobe. We congratulate the doctor on having
arrived at tho decision and anticipate a rich
olessing to the cause of missions in consequence.
The Prohibition movement in Pennsylvania
and Rhode Island has proved to be a con-
spicuous failure at thig time. Notwithstand-
ing the strenuons efforts of the clergy of all
jenominations, the bar-room has beaten the
oulpit in Peunsylvania by a sweeping majority
>f probably 200,000 votes. The temperauce
people, however, have no intention of abandon-
ng the enterprize. This defeat will spur them
>n to redouble their efforts.  “The contest
will not ond,” they say, “ until the traflic in
diquor as a beverage has been fully done
away with.”

Our Own EChuvel.

e :
EHE General Assembly has appointed

the third Sabbath of August as the
time for taking up collections for the IHHoME
Missioy Foxp. Most of our congregations
have got past the stage of ¢ plate collections,’

and adopted the Seriptural plan of “ laying
by them in store,” and distributing as the
ocession arvises. It now appears that we
went o little astray in saying that @il our
mission funds would shew a balance on the
right side of the ledger. Those in the
Western Section of the Church all shewed
a deficit—not very large nor alarming;
still a deficit ; enough 1o she the necessity
of vigorous and united effort during the
coming months in this behalf. Qur Home
Mission work is growing, and must continue .
to grow. The tide of immigration is only
beginning ! It isimpossible to think that
those vast tracls of feriile land in the
Norih-west Territories will remain much
longer unoceupied.  They will be peopled
before long, and if we would avoid the
mistakes of the past, and their penalties,
the Church must be prepared not only to
keep pace with the population but to go
ahead of it.  The receipts from the congre-
gational sources last year, fell short of the
actual expenditure upwards of $10,500 in
the Western Section. The estimates for
the current year call for $50,000 West;
and $9,000 Xast, irrespective of the
amounts required for the Augmentation
of Stipends, which is a totally distinet and
separate fund.

PersoNaL.—In response to the earnest
solicitation of Dr. Mackay and the native
minig'ers, Rev. Juhn Jamieson continues
his connection with the mission in North
Formosa. Rew. Jokn Morton and Mrs.
Morton of Trinidad, are at present in
Canada, in the hope of ratoring Mr.
Morton’s health which has been somewhat.
unsatisfactory for a considerable time.
Miss Blackadder, after several unexpected
delays, through sickuness, has returned tc
Trinidad. Dr. Campbell of Renfrew has,
we understand, declined the appointment
to a chair in Morrio College, of which
mention was made last month.  Rev. C. 4.
Doudiet returns from his lengthened visit
to Britain in the interests of the French
Board about this time. The names of Rev.
C. Chiniquy and Rev. A. B. Groulz have
been added to the roll of the Presbytery of
Alontreal, which has reccived permission
from the General Assembly to take the
usual steps for tho licensure and ordination
of Mr. Bourgoin, Principal of the Pointe
aux Trembles Schools. fRev. Andrew
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Burrows of Boston, Mass., formerly of
Truro, N.S., has received the degres of
Doctor of Divinity from the University of
New York. Rev. William M. Brown of
Edinburgh, brother of late Rev. A. Ogilvie
Brown of Campbellion, N.B., after a short
visit to Canada, has returned to Scotland,
via New York. Rev. F. M. Dewey of
Stanley Street Church, Montreal, ~was
married on Ist July, to Miss Elsiec Gordon
Coull, daughter of Rev. George Coull of St.
Sylvestre, Quebec. Rev. Johs 4. Snodgrass
has resigned his appointnent at Consecon
and Hillivr, Kingston,un the ground of ill-
health. Rev. James Barclay of St. Paul’s,
Montreal, preached before Her Majesty tho
Queen, at Balmoral, on the 16th of July.

Hoxn Misstoxs.
In closing their report, the Committee

for the Western Section “call the speciall

attention of the General Assembly to the fact
that the expenditure for Home Mission work
has excreded the couiributions from all sources
by $4,745.85, and has exceeded the contributions of
congregutionsby $10,511.94 ; the sum of $5766.09
having been received during the year from the
Glacgow Free Church Students’ Society and the
brnitish Churches, and other donations. This
exceptionally large sum cannot be expected in
the future. To partly meet the deficit, the
balance remaining in the reserve fund has
been taken, leaving still an indebtedness on
the year's work of $745,85! 1Itis also to be
noted that the expenditure for Augumentation
has exceeded the contributions of congrega-
tions by $3,765.62! This condition of affairs calls
for the serious consideration of the Assembly.
In obedience to instructions, the Committee
has gone steadily forward from year to year,
extending its work with a degree of success
that has been mostgratifying to every well-
wisher of our Zion. But if the contributions
of the year on which we have entered are not
zreatly to exceed the past, then it is quite clear
that the Committee, instead of “assuming
increased liabilities, must retrench without delay.
It is for the Church, through its General
Assembly, to say whether we are tocall a
halt in the great mission fields of the North-
West and British Columbia—whether we have
done enough for our countrymen in those
Jistant and destitate regions, and whether we
are prepared to allow others to come in and
reap the fruit of our labours? Also, whether
the minimum paid the ministers of our Church
who are assisted by the Augumentation Fund,
iS to be reduced? The Committee have done
their best to exeite a deeper interest in both
funds, but so far as the contributions of the
Church_are concerned, they have been sadly
disappointed in the response made to their
appeals In bygonedays, the Church has lost

more of her members, .through want of care of”
them at the proper time, than our missiong-
have saved, with all the increasod activity of
later years. In view.of this fact, and the
encouraging aspect of the mission field, where
vast territories have been ocenpied in recent
years, retrenclinent in missions, and reduction
of stipend, ought. not for a moment to be-
thought of.”

A HOME MISSIONARY HYMN.
[For the Presbyterian Record.]

1. Sow theseed beside all waters,
North and south, and east and west,
That our toiling sons and daughters
In its blessing may be blest.

[
b

Sound the tidings of salvation
’Aid the storms of Labrador;

Speak the Gospel proclamation
On the mild Pacific shore.

Where the avalanches thunder,
Where the tameless toryvents roar,

There declare the tale of wonder,—
Jesus saves forever more.

Where thy brother, sowing, reaping,
Delving for the hidden ore,

Now with joy, and now with weeping,
Strives t’ increase his precious store.-

Where the tide of commerce rushes
Through the city’s crowded street,

Where unpitying Mammon crushes
Helpless hosts beneath his feet.

5.

There deciare the blessed story
Of the living Saviour’s love,—

How the ascended Lord of Glory,
Welcomes all to Heaven above.

Tell of grace beyond all telling,
In tho heart of Deity :

Tell of righteousness unfailing,.—
Truth and goodness, boundless, free.

Mighty Saviour, help us, hear us,
As we make Thy mercy known,

With thy Presence ever cheer us
Till we stand before Thy throne.

M

Laura Bringeman.—TIt is fitting that even-
tho Recorp should refer to the passing away
of this wonderful daughter of * silence and
night,” for her story is a delightful illustration
of tho power of Christian bLeneficence aud in-
{elligonce. Laura lost sight, hearing, taste and
smell, when she was a mere infant.  She lived
to be sixty yoars of age. ln past centuries she-
would have grown up in intetlectual, religious,
and nioral darkness. But in point of fact, by
long, patient, and skilful training, she became

romarkably intelligent. Her circle of knowl-
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sulge was wider than that of many in full pos-
gession of all their senses ; aud she could think
as well ag feel. Her sense of touch was the
avenue by which her mind was reached and
by which sho expressed her emotions and
thoughts. Her fingers had to be her interpre-
ters and had to do duty for sight and h:aring,
for the eye and the tongueand theear. Aftor
skiiful and most patient efforis by Professor
Howe, Laura learned to read and write. She
could express her thouehts with wonderful fe-
licity. She became weli acquainted with a
wide range of subjects. Herreligious education
was not neg'e:ted, and she became a sincere
Christizn. Her iue washy no means unhappy
oruseless.  She loved and served her Saviour;
and she now sezs His face where tho soul is
freed from the burden of all physical defects.
Her caso is calculated to excite our tender
sympathy for the deaf and dumb and blind.
Happily, educationai institutions are now
accessible o nearly ali such; and in these in-
stituticns, instruction is usually given, bearing
on the life to come, as well as the life that.now
is  The case of Laura Bridgeman did much to
stimulate efforts for the education of the deaf
sand Jumb and blind

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

LeamixgroN, Chatbam : — Rev.  Murray
Watson was inducted on tho 7th of May.

StresrsvitLe, Toronto : — Rev. R. J. M.
Glassford of Waubaushone was inducted on
the 25th of June.

RavexsioE & Queexssviiip, Toronto:—Mr.
George Mackay was ordained and inducted
on the 16th of July.

WarerLoO, Guelph :—Mr. A. E. Mitchell
(Xnox College) was ordained and inducted on
the 3rd of July.

Rosuix & Tnuriow, Kingston:—Mr, John
MacKinnon (Queens College) was ordained
and inducted on the 6th of June.

Uppes Musquonoport, Halifax :—Rev. John
Valentine was inducted on the 9th of July.

VALLBYFIELD, Montreal:—=Mr. A. J. Macfarlane
was ordained and 1nducted on the Sth of July.

CaLns:—Rev Petor Wright of Stratford, to
Portage la Prairie — accepted. Rev. D. A.
Maclean of Kewnble, Owen Sound, to Chalmor's
Ch., Kincardine and Bervie, Maitland. Rev:
Alex. A. Watson to Chipman &c., St. John.
Mr. A. S. Grant of Pres. College, Montreal, to
St. Andrew’s Chur:h, Almonte, Ont. Rev. D.
McLeod of Pricevilie to Kenyon, Glengarry.
Rev. D. Tait of Berlin, to Chalmer's Church,
Quebec, declined.

DeyisstoNs. Rev. David Camelon of Vaughan,
Toronto. Tev. John Turnbull of St. Lonis de
Gonzague, Montreal. Rov. John A. Townsend
of Manitou, Manitoba.

Liceastkis. Messrs, D. MacKenzie, and J.
McD Duncan by the Presbytery of Turonto.

NEW CHURCHES.

OritLea :—The handsome new church at this -
place was dedicated on the 7th of July, Pro-
fessor Maclaren officiating 1n the morning,
Rev. John Wilkio of Indore in the afternoon,
and Rev. Dr. McMullen in the evening. At
Vascouver B.C., the corner stone of the new
St. Andrew’s Churash was laid with imposing
ceremony oit the 13th of June.  St. Andrew’s
Church \Wirrey, after undergoing an almost
completo transformation, was re-opened for
worship last month. The church now presents
a very pieasing and attractiveappearance.

MANITOBA ITEMS.

More new churchies are the order of the day.
A new Pregbyterian Church is being es:cted
by the people of Grotna. It is the only church
in the placo and all the people combine in its
erection. Qur Icelandic Church in Winnipeg
i3 being enlarged to hold 400 people. Virden
ig building a fine church to be opened in July.
A new church is being built at Austin. Rev.
John Hogg, lately of Battleford and formerly
of Charles St. Toronto, has been placed in
churge of North Church, Winnipeg. The con-
gregation has good prospects. 1t expects to
erect a church this suramer, on a lot recently
acquired on Selkirk St. Rev. David Anderson,
B.A., was lately settled in Springfield Congre-
aation, having left Carberry for that purpose.
The people of Portage la Prairie_are in high
spirits over the acceptance of their callby Rev.
Peter Wright of Stratford. Much sympatby
is felt for Rev. James Todd of Minnedosa in
the loss by drowning of his little daughter six
years old. Rev A Urqubart of Brandon, has
grappled with his work there manfully, and
the prospects are of the brightest. Regina is
drawing candidates. The congregation has
acted wisely in employing Mr. Norman Russell
B.A., a promising student of Manitoba College
for the summer. .

Though the distance is great, and commis-
sioners pay their owa expenses, the Synod of
Manitoba was well represented at the General
Assembly. There were present from Presby-
teries as follows: Winnipeg5, Brandon5, Rock
Lake 1, Regina 2, Calgarry 1, Columbia 4,
Total1S. Manitoba is at presont agitated by
the enforcement of a strict license law which
in many cases has become prohibitive. The
usual cry about liberty is being raised. The
Synod and the Presbyteries have strongly
pronounced on the subject. Fortunately the
Presbyterian ministers of }anitoba and the
North-West, with very rare exceptions, are
decided prohibitionists. B.

OBITUARY.

Mr. Huel FiNuaysoN of Patis, Ontario,
who died recently, bordaring on four-score
years, was Treasurer of the Dumfries Streot

Congregation for upwards of forty years.
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He was Agent for the Record from ils com-
mencement until lie died. e was in every
respect an hounowrable and reliable man,
and filled with credit to himself and advan-
tago to the people almost every office in the
gift of his fellow-citizens. He was a
member of the first conneil in 1850. Il
was the first Mayor of Paris, and he sat in
Parlinment for twenty years. Ile wis il
for two years and half immediately pre-
ceding his death but Dore his lengthened
affliction with great patience and resignation
and, when tho end came, he was ready to
depart and be with Christ.

The General Assemlbly.

RreortT ox TEMPERANCE.

I8V. Perer Wricur, convener, presented
this report, aud moved its adoption,
seconded by Mr. Walter Paul. Montreal.
The following extracts will sufficiently indi-
cate the general tone and scope of the re-
port :—

“ Ontario has just passed through an instrue-
tive phase of her struzgle with the rum-power.
For while she wages her grand moral warfare
against this enemy without vessation or abate-
ment of zeal, she has been brought to a rude
pause in the more legai aspects of her conflict
—a pause, however, which she will doubtless
utilizo only in forging some more offective
weapon with which to legally vanquish this
invelerato foe of our country and our racy. Her
net giin has been a largo increase of valuable
experience.  Out of this has sprung the firm
conviction that no legai measure can avaiin
this struggin. that aims at anything less than
the entire desiruction of a traffic su palpably
and inherently vile. In Quebec the question
has assumed no new phass of importance. Tho
dominant ¢lement of the population is unpro-
gressive, dragzing out « lengihened childhood,
and not easily stirrel by any question of

social or moral reform.  Yot, even in Quebee, |

—

the tyrants of tho coward, are the servaats of
the brave; and the loyai-hearted cling to the
ause with fonder aflection when reverses
come. strong in tho asxarance that o cause so
sacred mast in due timo be crowned with suc-
cess.

“The cheering testimony is alinost universal
that intempsrance prevaiis oniy to a very lim-
ited extont in the vongregations of our Church.
One or two Presbyteries report all their con-
gregations as being practically free from this
carse ; whilo others have similar intelligence
from a large proportion of the'r sessions. Only
ono ~ession reports that *“ Some of the members
are addicted to drink.” Whether tho “ bad
pre-emineace” of this congregation is due to
the iess careful habits of its members, or to
the moro sensitive conseience of its gession in
reporting. we cannot sav ; but we are far from
believing that this is the only case 1n which
strong drink has made humilating inroads
oven on the membership of our Church.

‘“ As to the prevalence of thoeviiin the com-
munity at large, the reports amply testify that
strong drink is still a barrier to thespread and
reception of Gospet truth; that the domestic
misery it creates is still both profound and °
wide-spread, and that vices stidl grow in clus-
ters on this upas tree. nourished by our social
habits and protected by our laws. The mining
districts of Nova Scotia still present a good
field fur the m’ssionary of temperance.  Pictou
Presbytery tolls us that fully one-third of our
own, and nearly all the Beigian miners are
addicted to drink.  In those Ontariy counties
where the Scott Act has been repealed, the
change has in every case been for the worse.
There is absolutely nov exception to this. Then,
in svwe frontier towns of Western Ontario,
even those under the Scott Act, it is alleged

i that drinking has rather increased than dim-

inished. The law is said to bo systematically
violated, largely owing to the proximity of a
less law-abiding community. Theanswers as-
gure us that the pulpits of our Church are for
the most part faithful in setting furth the
antazonisin of the liquor traffic to ail true
national prosperity, as well as to averything
puro and lovely in social and domestic life;
and espeaially 1n urging thoso sublime truths
of the Guspel, in whose living presone: ail un-

holy passions wither and die. Subsdiary, yet

one county has by alarge majurity prevented imporiant agencies are mentioned, such ag
the repeal of the Dunkin Act.” In this cuntest | temporance societies, temperauco literature,
French and English fuught with equal ardout j tompoeranse  lessons  in Sabbath school,
against the return to hcense, and wore sap-; Women's Christian Temperance Unions, and
goru;d by a largo nunber of tho priests. In the | and reading to the people the deliverance of
Maritime Provinces, tempurance principles;the General dssembly on the temperance
have, porhaps, their strongest hold, and have | question.

developed the maximum of energy. In no| *In answer to the question, ¢ Do wou think
constituency there hasthe Scott Act been re- [ the people are ready for Prohibition?’ Many
pealed. excopt in Colchester, where it was,say ‘yes,” a larger proportion than last year
never legally in force, owing to some allezald |say ‘no” This increaso of negatives is wholly
irregularity in voting. Therc as elsswhere |from Ontario, where roplies huve evidently
the friends of tewperance have met with much | been affacted by the way in which session+ in-
to vex and discourage. But circumstances,,terpret the meaning of repeal. Some
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jmagine it reveals a change of public gentiment
on the whale question ; others, perbaps with a
truer insight, see in it only public disgust at
the way in which the law has been adminis-
tered and a determination to abandon all half-
way measures. Facts favour the coatention
that our Ontario people have detected the in-
herent weakness of mero local prohibition, and
have rejected it as an effective remedy for the
evils of intemperance. Nor is there the
slightest ground to believe that any Province
of our Dominion has accepted as a permanency
the license system. Certainly, the Church,
God's chosen instrument for regenerating
society, can never acquiesce in a legalized
wrong. She must protest against thig shame
of our civilization, even though sho speaks to
deaf ears. She can afford to brave, for cen-
turies if need be, the fiercest hate of avarice
and lust. But never, as God’s witness for
truth and righteousness, can she lower her
standard, tone down her testimony, or make
any compromise with a traffic so hartful to
men.”

The following deliverance is recommended
for adoption by the Assembly :—

1. That we again declare our conviction that
the general trafiic in intyxicating iiguor is con-
trary to the Word of God; that our people
should guard against any complicity with itin
any form whatsoever; that its total suppres-
sion by the state is the proper goal of all true
temperance legislation, and is one of the
worthiest aims of an enlightened Christian
philanthropy ; and that svmpathy with pro-

ibitory tegislation should be devmed an essen-
tial gualification in those who represent usin
the Parliaments of our country.

2. That we renew our testimony to the effect
that the Gospel of Christ alone can uplift and
bless the race, purify and save society, and
make of us a temperate and prosperous paople;
and we would therefore express our gratitude
to God that in combating the evils of intem-

rapnce, the Church has kept Christ and His

ospe. 50 conspicuously in the fore-ground as
the sole refuge of perishing men, and the
sovereign remedy for ill.

3. That this Assembly, recognizing the value
of wise Christian teaching on this subject,
would urge on the ministers and office-hearers
of our Church the importance of taking a lead-
ing part in so moulding publ:c sentiment, and
in 80 educating the publi conscience as to ge-
cure the early and fotal prolubition of the
liquor traffic.

4. In view of the acknowledged fact that
much of the wine of commerce is exceertingly
impure, we would strongly urge on all tho Ses-
sions of our Church the duty of securing as far
ag possible the pure * fruit of the vine ” for use
in the Sacrament of the Supper.

5. Thar wo express cordhal approval of the
g{t})vision mad in 50 mauy Provinces of our

minion for Publi: Szhool 1ostruction in sci-
entifi: temperanze; our extrome satisfaction

with the recent action of the New Brunswick
Board of Education touching this matter; our
grateful acknowledgment of tbe further ad-
vancement made in Ontario, in allowing value
for this subject at the entrance examinations;
and our hope thatin allour Provinces thigsub-
ject will soon be inserted in the curriculum of
the schools, and be placed in every respect on
an equal footing with other iq)portant,branches
of study.

6. That, while repudiating any sympathy
whatever with the license systems, and guard-
ing against any word or action that might be
construed into willing tolerance or approval
thereof; yet, seeing the larger part of our Do-
minion is at presentunder license, this Assem-
bly would urgo and encourage the memb»rs and
adherents of our Church to take the fullest ad-
vantage of each and every prohibitory feature
of the License Acts—such as reducing the
hours in which liquor can be sold; banishing
it entirely from any given locaiity ; and gener-
ally so hedging in the traffic as to greatly pro-
mote public morality and domestic peace.

7. That we record our appreciation of ser-
vices rendered to the cause by many of our
most prominent public journals; by various
Temperance Societies; and especially by the
Women’s Christian Temperance Uuions
throughout the land.

8. That we renew the recommendations of
past years to form Temperance Societies and
Bands of Hope in our congregations under the
supervision of Sessiuvns and Sabbath-school
teachers : and that the Assembly’s Committes
on Temperance be requested to draftasuitable
constitution for such societies, and submit it to
noxt Assembly.

9. That the Commitiee be again authorized
to carry out, as soon as practicable, the in-
structions of the last Assembly as to petition-
ing the Dominion Parliament.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell moved, seconded by
Mr. Carnegie, in amendment to the first clause
of th: recommendations in the following
torms :—

*“Waodeclare our conviction that the traffic in intoxicat-
ing liquor, especially the indiscriminato sale of liquor
in saloons. isaccompanied by ¢normous evils, and thatit
isone of the worthiest nims of an enlightened Christian
philanthropy to_reduce, and, if possible, extinguish,
theso evils, by wise legislati mn.” )

Mr. Macdonnell explained that whilst he
was a strong advocate of temperance, he could
not acquiesce in the statement that the traffic
in liquor 18 “ contrary to the word of God.”
Among others who would prefer to have this
statement modified, were Professor McCurdy,
Dr. Laing, Rev. G. M. Milligan, Dr. Kellogg,
Dr. McMullen, Principal King, Dr. Campbell,
and others. 1nfavour of retaining the ipsissima
verba of the recommendation, were Principal
MacVicar, Professor Bryce, Hon. G. W. Ross,
Senator Vidal, Mr. Walter Pauil and, as the
vote indicated, 2 larze majority of the House,
favoured the adoption of the report and its re-
commendations as it came from the Com-
mittee.
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Rev. Dr. Laing, Dundas, received the cordial
thanks of the house for his valuable and
onerous labours in preparing the new Book or
Forys which was adopted and ordered to be
published as a useful guide to office-bearers in
cond:tcting tho business of the Church.

Chief Justice Taylor presented the Report of
the Board of Management of the CHURCHE AND
Maxsp BuiLoing Fuxp. Twenty-six congrega-
tions received aid from the Board during the
pasi year. Summing up the totals for the past
seven years, $38,262, had been expended in
aiding the erection of 145 buildings—16
manses, 4 church-manses, and 114 churches;
22 of hown logs, 102 frame structures, 4 brick
and 5 stone.

SaBnaT ScuooLs.

Rev. James Fleck, Convener, presented ihe
report in a document of great interest. The
number of schoolg reporting is 1,699 ; the num-
ber of office-bearers and teachers is 14,351, and
of scholars, 132,208. The contributions of the
Sabbath-schooly for the vear,amount to $65,-
560, an increase on the previous year of
$10,664. In connection with the report wasa
statement prepared by Rev. T. . Frothering-
ham, of St. John, having reference to the
organization of a scheme for “the we:fare of
youth,” upon « plan similar to that adopted by
the Free Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian
Charch in England, and some other Presby-
terian churches. The following arethe recom-
mendations appended to the Report :—

1. That the favour of God, so evident in the
past history of Sabbath-schools, should be duly
acknowledged by the Church, and His full
blessing invoked, on some Sabbath set apart
for that purpose, and for such other speciat
services as will give due prominence to the
training of the children and youth of the
Church, and that the second Sabbath of Sep-
tember be the day appointed.

2. That the Assombly be asked to instruct
the Committee on Home Missions, Foreign
Missions, French Evangelization and Temper-
auce, each to prepare an exercise snitabie fora
Sabbath-school service, embracing interesting
facts, figures and incidents from their respec-
tive reports.

3, That the Assembly instruct its Committee
on Sabbath-schools to prepare a brief hand-
book on Sabbath-school organization, classi-
fication, goverament, work, registration and
systematic giving, to be submitted for con-
sideration at the next General Assembly.

4. That inasmuch ag one of the great defects
of our Sabbath-school system at the present
time is the lack of skilled as weil as conse-
crated labour, it is recommended that weekly
wmeetings of teachers and officers, for united
prayer, conference, and study of th« lesson, and
of the principles and methods of good teach-
ing, be helld in overy congre étion.

5. That tne systematic and daily study of
the Sabbath-school lesson and Shorter Cate-

chism, in the family, and especially where
Sabbath-scheol privileges are out of reach, be
recommended aad emphasized from the pul-
pit and by sessions and superintendents.

6, That all congregations bo urged to assume,
out of their ordinary revenue, the .support of
their schools, and to have some simple method
of weekly offerings to the schemes of the
Church adopted in every school.

7. That Presbyterian Sabbath-school con-
ventions, conferences, wad institutes, under
the Ieadership of experienced members of the
Church, clerieal or lay, be held frequently in
nerdy or influential centres.

8. That the General Assembly appoint a
general secretary of Sabbath-school work, who
shall devote all his time tv the work under the
direction of the Cowmittee on Sabbath
Schools.

9. That the attention of the Presbyteries be
called to tho necessity of appointing such con-
veners of Sabbath-school Comunittees, as have
the best facilities for overtaking their duties,
and, when necessary, their expenses for cor-
respondence and in visiting schools and neigh-
bourhoods where schoolsshould be established
be paid by the Presbytery.

10. That Presbyteriai conveners be required
to forward, not iater than September 1st, in
each year, a iist of schools. pastors, superin-
tendents, with post office addresses, of all
schools within their bounds, corrected to date,
to synodical conveners, 10 be forwarded to the
convener of the Assembly’s Committee.

The clanses of the report referring to the
Weifare of Youth scheme were adopted in so
far that they were recommended to the atten-
tion of the Church. In regar. to the appoint.
ment of a paid general secretary, on motion of
Rev. Robert Murray, it was agreed to refer it to
Presbyteries for their opinion.

SaseaTii OBSBERVANCE.

Rev. Dr. Armstrong, of Ottawa, presented the
report of the Committee on Sabbath Observ-
ance,.of which the following summary is made
in the Globe :—

Reports of the various Synods are given.
From the Maritime Provinces Synod there is
no formal report. It has been made known
that in St. John there is a good deal of activity
in the form of public agitation for the better
obgervance of the Sabbath. The Provincial
Legislature of Nova Scotia has passed an Act
to facilitat~ the law against Sabbath desecra-
tion. The Synod of Montreal and Ottawa ve-
ports that tho Presbyteries of the Synod have
standing committees on Sabbath Observance.
In Montreal more trains arrive and depart on
Sunday than on any other day of the week.
The Quebec Legislature has amended the
charter of Montreal so as to give the City
Council authority to license the sale of cigars,
fruits, etc., on the Lord’s Day. From the
Synod of Toronto and Kingston, complaints
come.of Suaday work at York and Toronto
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Junction by the railway men and of interfer
ance with the proper observation of the day in
some cases by the milk traflic. The Synod re-
commends that Presbyleries appoint a given
Sabbath on which sermons shall bo preacied
on the subject of Sabbath observance.
The Synod of Hamilton and London con-
demns the Government for receiving and
despatching mails on Sunday an: also for
having ordered tho opening of the Welland
Canal during partof the day for Sunday traflic.
Etlorts were made to induce the Government
to close the canal, and the whole matter
was laid before Si John Macdonald, Acting
Minister of Railways and Canals. The Premier
in the House of Commous explained this to be
a question whether commercial or moral con-
siderations should have weight, and the latter
won. The Synou suggest that a day be set
apart for urging Sabbath observance upon
congregations, and also that deputations be
sent to wait upon members of Parliament to
secure their support for legislation against
Sabbath desecration. The Synod of Manitoba
and the Northwest complains mainly of Sun-
day railway work, but says it is being reduced
to 2 minimum. The other signs are held to
be most encouraging. The Presbytery of
Columbia, however, sends a roport for which
the Commities express deep regret. Freight
traing are run on the C.P.R. and the Island
Railway, and a Sunday passenger train is run
every few hours between New Westiinster
and Vancouver, patronized by hundreds of
excursionists. Steamnboats also run. There
are Sunday newspapers in Vancouver and
Victoria. All over the Province saloons are
open the week round, except in Vancouver
City ; teamnsters, miners, stockmen and
others make no distinction between Sundays
and other days; the post-offices are open, and
gtages carrying mails run on Sunday, and
generally there seems to be no Provincial law
to protect the sanctity of the Sabbath.

Generally it is reported that the Lord’s Day
Alliance of Canada is fully organized and
doing eflicient work. Mr. Charlton, M.P., and
Prof. Weldon, M.D., have undertaken to draft
aud introduce at next session of Parliament o
bill to promote Sabbath observance.

The Alliance is sending out petitions for
signature and urge that these should be sont
in gigned as largely as possible.  With regard
to Sunday railway traflic the Alliance wrote to
President Van Horne, of the C.P.R., and
General Manager Hickson, of the G.T.R. Both
sent replies oxpressing their earnest desire to
do away with Sunday traflic, as fur as possible,
Mr. Hickson has issued an order that freight
trains are not to run on Sundays as a rule, the
exceptions being in the case of live stock and
perishable goods The Committee make the
following recommendations :—

1. That the Preshyteries make suitabie ar-
rangements to have the claims and obligations
of the Sabbath brought pointedly, ard promin-

enily before the congregations within their
bounds.

2. That the Assembly record its approval of
the action of the Presbytery of Hamilton in
petitioning against the opening of tho Welland
Canal for Sunday traffic, and it profound re-
gret that the Government has not seen fit to
grant tho prayec of that petition.

3. That tho Assembly endorse the action of
the Lord’s Day Alliance of Canada in seeking
further legislation to ersure the due observ-
ance of the Sabbath ; that the Assembly for-
ward to the Dominion Parliament a petitionin
the terms proposed by the Alliance, and re-
commend Presbyteries and congregations to
do the same.

4. That in order to obtain more accurate in-
formation on the nature of Sabbath-ob-
servance throughout the country, the following
questions be sent down to Preshyteries
through the Synodicat Conveners :—(a). What
forms of Sabbath-breaking prevail throughout
the bounds of your Presbytery? (b). What
measures have been taken to check Sabbath
breaking, and to promote the due observance
of the Lord’s Day ? (c.) Havo the Assembly’s
recommendations (1) as to the formation of
Presbyterial Committors ; 2) as to tho preach-
ing of stated sermons on Sabbath observance,
been carried out ? (d) Have you any sugees-
tion to make as to eflicient means that might
be adopted to further the cause of Sabbath ob-
servance ?

5. That the Assembly appoint as its repre-
sentatives in the Lord’s Day Allinnce of
Canada the members of its Sabbath-Observ-
ance Committee. .

After an interesting discussion of the whole
question, on motion of Senctor Vidal, seconded
by Rer. G. Burson, the report was cordially
adopted.

AGEBD AxD INFIRM MINiSTBRS' FUND.

Mr. J K. Macdonald, Convener, presented a
supplementary report, Western Section, and
was well supported by Rev. J. Thompson, of
Sarnia, and Rev. J. Allister Murray, Londoun. It
was stated that provision made for ministers
of the Church on their retirement was utterly
inadequate, and that no other class of men so
cultured and holding such a sociul position hadl
to go with such poor retiring allowanced, and
that the sums contributed to this fund by
many of the conuregations was pitifully small.

Rev. Stytes Fraser, N. 8., moved the adoption
of the report of tho Commitiee for the Eastern
Sectivn. The fund in the Eastern Section was
in a somewhat better condition than in the
West. It was, he said, much to be regretted
that there are still 63 congregations in the Ma-
tx:iti:ine Provinces that do not coutribute to the -

und.

»

DpruraTIONS.

At an early stage of the Assembly’s proceed-
ings, deputations were appointed to wait upon
the Anglican Synod and the Methodigt Confer-
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once then in session in Toronto. The reception
accorded our deputies in both cases was very
anthusiastic and cordial. Near the close of the
proce 'dings, Rev. C. A. Tron, Commissioner of
the Waldensian Church of Turin, was intro-
duced to the Agsembly, and met with a very
hearty reception. He deliverad a most inter-
esting ad iress, and wound up with aninvitation
on behalf of the Waldensian Chureh to gend
delegates to take part in a celebration of the
two hundredth anniversary of the return of
the Waldenses to Italy from their exile, which
is to b2 held this year in Turin. He gave
ficures showing the marvellousincrease in the
Waldengian Church, and said that this was a
favorable time for the propagation of the Pro-
testant religion among the masses of Italy.
Of 30,020,000 of Italians, at least 16,000,000
were utterly indifferent to retigion, this being
the result of the Roman Catholic system. A
letter was also read from Rev. Signor Prochet,
D.D., Waldensian pastor in Roe, expressing
regrot that he could not be present with us to
convey in person the Coristian greetings of
the congregation which he represents.

MobpERATORs CLOSING ADDRESS.

The Moderator, in closing the Assembly, said
it was not strange that the Session should oc-
oupy a week. In fact, considering that this
was the supreme legislature, supreme execu-
tive and supreme court of & Church covering
the whole country, and representing about a
million people, and having revenues of $2.000,-
000, the facc that the business was finished in
a week proved Presbyterianism was a thor-
oughly workable system, adaptable to varied
circumstances. The civil power was more
and more adapting itself to the fundamental
principles of the Church, and other churches
were doing the same and even bettering its
example. Ior if there was one drawback in
the Assembly’s work it was that in speaking,
if not in Committes, the clerical predominated
over the lay element. He congratulated them
upon the harmony which had characterised
their deliberations. Much of the time had
been occupied with a so-called heresy case,
really a caso of discipline. He congratulated
the Assembly upon the fact that even the ap-
pellants, against whom judgment was pro-
nounced, acquiesced in the result, feeling that
they had been treated with fairness and cour-
tesy. He thanked Rev. Dr. MeMullen in this
connection for having relieved him during the
progress of this case of the arduous duties
of Chairman. e called special attention to
the report of the Union Conference of other
Churches. They had been able to give it but
lttle time, yet all would recognize the benefit of
which it might prove the forerunner. “It must
inspire our hearts,” he said, “ with the hope
that better days are drawing near, days when
the Churches will consent to meet together on
o common platform to censider matters on

which they have heretofore differed, not to
magnify these differences, but to minimise
them, and we arve all inspired less or more
with the hope thatsuch conference must lead to
a betcer understanding between the Churches,
to less conflict in the sections of our country,
and then it may bo to some agreement or union,
not absolute, but something in the shape of the
civilunion in which the Provinces of the Domi-
nion are now joined—afederal union.” The work
of the Assembly must inspire them with hope
for the future of the Church and the future of
the country, and with a determination to fol-
low as earnestly as ever the path of duty.

Zrestytevinnism i Panaicy.

By Jonx Paton, NEw YoRrg.

FINE of the fiuest buildings on the I.land

of Jamaica is the old Scotch Church
in Kingston. Octagonal in form, it is
massive and heavy in outward appearance,
but graceful and handsome internally.
Great galleries extend all round the edifice
supported by splendid pillars of solid
mahogany, each end forms one immense
tree. The church stands in a spacious
burying ground shaded by tropical trees and
plants, while its numerous windows open on
all sides and ensure coolness and ventilation.
The pulpit is the highest I ever saw, ap-
proached by & steep spiral stair, and to look
steadily up at the minister is a trying strain
upon the eyes and neck, In this fine old
church wused to assemble a congregation
second to none in the Colony for numbers
and influence, the Island of Jamaica having
always been largely Scotch in its associations
and sympathies. Here too was gathered
the first Island Sunday-school, and the
influence of the Scotch Church for good
was everywhere felt in Jamaica, To any
one tlaking an interest in Presbyterianism,
and especially in the Church of Scotland,
it is inexpressibly sad to see thisonce fine
and flourishing congregation so nearly dead
and Dbroken up, its most influential mem-
bers having joined other communions and
its young people scattered among other
churches. So hopeless is the lost cause
that it is a reproach on the fair namo of the
parent church, and the maintenance of an
independent organization is an injury to
Presbyterianism instead of a benefit. A
fow months sinee, the Colonial Committee
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sent out a very excellent young minister,
the Rev. Don. Davidson, who has done his
best to build up what has been allowed to
fall in pieces, but he is sadly discouraged
and preaches admirable sermons to a mere
handful of people. 1 should doubt very
wuch if he can be induced to remain under
such disecouraging and hopeless circumn-
stances, and it would be far better if the
Culonial Committee ceased the effort to
bolster up and keep alive s church which
has no good reason for living at all,

The cauges which have Jed to this sad state
of affairs are not hard to find, and the
principal of these is the utter folly of keeping
up anisolated congregation in connection
with the Church of Scotland when there is a
large and vigorous Presbyterian body in
Jamaica with its complete independent organ-
ization. The second canse i3 the age and
infirmity of the minister, who, being of Irish
extractiun, wasnever in very hearty sympathy
with his flock, He has 2 Government allow-
aneesecured during his life underthe Jamaica
Jocal aet, and lives ut sume distance from the
town, the daties being all cared for by the
assistant whoissent out, and mainly supported
by the Colomal Committee. Since 1870, the
«plan of dis-establishiment has been carried out,
and now only 3 Rectors and 18 Curates of the
Charch of England continue to reccive Govarn-
ment 2id, in atfdition to the Scotch Kirk, The
Pregbyterian Church of Jamaica dates from
1823 when the Scottish Missionary Society, an
unsectarian association, received an appeal
from propietors of estates for 2 Minister and
Catechiste. The first sent out was the Rev.
James Bethune, a Minister of the Church of
Scotland, but he unfortunately died of fever
after a brief period of labour. Later on, the
United Preshyterian Church, whose con-
tribmtions formed the chief vevenue of the
Scottish Missionary Society, undertook the
care of theJamaica congregations, and has
done noble work on the Island, especially
among the coloured people and the maroons,
for it must be borne in mind that outof a
population of 60,000, less than 15000, are
white. The Presbyterian Church of Jamaica
is now almost entirely independent and has
its own Synad, four Presbyteries, and about 50
regular congregations. Althoughstillreceiving
eome aid from the U. P. Church at home, tho
Jamajca Charch has two missionaries in
Africa and one in India, besides maintainins
a minister on the Grand Cayman where he
serves five congregations. There is a promis-
ing little Thevlogical College in Kingston,
there five students are now under instruc-
ion.

Jamaica appears to have seen its worsc
days, and there are signs of improvement and
recovery. Owing to the bounty systum of
Germany and France, sugar estates have long

been unprofitable. The people, therefore, are
turning thoir attention to other products,
empecially coffee, pimento, and fruit culture,
with encouraging results. The ap{)rouc‘ning
construction of a railway all round the Island,
for which an American Syndicate have re-
ceived a charter, will have a most beneficial
offect on the prosperity of Jamaica, and this
lovely, fertile Island, which has bheen in a
depressed condition for half a century, shows
signs of inprovement and of progress. The
moral and religious tone, especially among
the blacks, is also steadily improving and the
various religious bodies all report mest hope-
fully in their published documents.

RMissionary Ontlook,

THE WORLD'S PROGRESS IN MISSIONS.

WIGH missionary authorities affirm that,
o3« especially during the past twenty years,
foreign fields have witnessed more converts in
proportion to the effort put forth than the
home fields. Christianity has been established
in more than fifty islands of the Pacific.
Among the most remarkable instances are the
I'iji Islanders, 90,000 of whom gather regularly
for Christian worship. Madagascar was
almost wholly a savage nation tweaty years.
ago, while at present its sovereign queen, with-
200,000 of her subjects, are professing Chris-
tians, There are over a hundred Christian
congregations on the western ¢oast of Africa,
and in Sierra Leone over 50,000 Africans pro-
fess Christ. The slave trade, bad as it is in
the interior, has been suppressed along two
thousand miles of sea coast. In China,
missions are in operation in forty walled cities
and three hundred and sixty villages.

Dr. Abel Stevens, writing from Yokohama,
Japan, says:—“1 have been inspecting the
great Asiatic bLattlefiolds, and I report the
goneral conviction of both foreigners and
intelligent natives here that the epoch of a
grand sovial and religious revolution hassetin
in India, Burmah, China and Japan—that this
old Asiatic heathendom is generally giving
way before the continually increasing power
of Western thoughtand Christian civilization.”

In Brahminical India, the increase of native
Christians is at the rate of 81 per cent.  Con-
trary to the statistics usually given, which
are very fallacious, the Christian religicn, as
regards the numbers of its adherents, now
surpasses any other. A writer in the Mis-
sionary Review, says: “The ordinary statistics
by which Buddhists aro made to outnumber
Christians are totally misleading. To call all
Mohammedans Christians would be much
more reasonable than to consider as adherents
of one religion all who call themselves Bud-
dhist’s. China, is the stronghold of Buddhism ;,
this is ouly one belief anong many.”
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The most reliable returns show that Chris-
tiang, and the dark races under their sway,are
increasing at u much more rapid rate than out-
side nations, and that the Churches, since
1858, do far more than keep pace with the
growth of the human race. “A hundred
years ago, in all the non-Christian world of
$70,000,000, thers were not 300 evangelical
converts; now there are 3,000,000.” South
Anerican missions at present offer a very
diflicult field for evangelistic work; but in
<€hili the cause is hopeful. In Turkey and
Persia, missionary work is prosecuted with
vigour and success. The general results re-
-corded have been, of course, attained through
methods which aro now being revised and
amended, and thus do not afford accurate data
in forecasting the future. When we reflect
upon the new ideas and the greater desire for
co-operative mission work which have been
infused into misgionary cffort since the rerent
Conference in London, we may well anticipate
much more glorious results in the near future.
Medical science, and improved railway and
telegraphic communication, are now being
pressed into the service with far greater spced
and effect; and they will lend wings to the
consecrated zeal which has renewed Christian
missionary effort throughout the world. We
may expect to see more progress made before
the close of the present century than has been
made since the century began.

MISSIONS TO THE JEWS.

There is a gentiment felt by many about the
conversion of the Jews to the Christinn faith
that is not felt with regard to any other con-
verts. They are the descendants of God's
ancient people. TFrom them we inherit groat
legacies of sacred truth, which constitute a
large part of our religious teaching. * Unto
them were committed the oracles of God.”
“Tc¢ whom pertaineth the adopiion and the
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the
law, and the service of God, and the promises.”
The Jew, wherevor we find him, i3 a standing
witness to the truth of the Old Testament.

The retirement of Prof. Delitzsch from the
editorship of Saut auf iloffnung. a quarterly
magazine devoted to Jewish Missions, has
given occasion for an article in the Missionary
Review, by Prof. Schodde, on this subject, which
contains some interesting facts with regard
to Jewish Missions. We condense a few of
these facts for the benefit of our readers. Last
year the Saat auf Hoffnung reported 47 Protes-
tant Jewish Mission Societies, with 377 mis-
sionaries, and spending aboat $500,000 annu-
ally. The interest in this work is of com-
paratively recent development. The Jewish
population of the world is about 6,400,000. So
there is one Christian missionary for every
16,976 Jews. The most effective instrumen-
talities in this work have been Dslitzsch’s and
Salkinson’s Heprewv New Testaments. The
former has circnlated in mwore thar 80,000

copies, particularly 1n Eastern Europe aad Si-
beria. The latfbr has appeared in a second
edition of 200,000, and a generous Scotchman
has paid for 100,000 copies, to be used for mis-
sivnary purpos»s. The results of the simple
reading of the Habrew New Testament have
been most gratifying. It is estimated by Mis-
sionary de la Rol, of B-eslau, that fully 100,000
Jews have since the beginning of the present
century, found their way into the Christian
Church through the influence of missionary
labour. The Jews are in many respects harder
to reach and influence than the heathen. The
Christian missionary goes to the heathen with
the prestige of greater intelligence and o higher
civilization. But the Jew regards himself ag
the ropresentative of a more ancient hictoric
religion. IIe sces in the Christian religion.
ono who has departed from the true faith, He
hates the Ciiristian missionary.’ It requires
men thorouzhly trained and equipped for this
work to succeed. No Christian man of pro-
minence has gained the confi lence and regard
of the Jews in the same degree as Prof. Franz
Delitzs *h, Prof. Schodde says: * He has given
such evidence of his affection for that people,
esp:cially in the anti-Semitic agitation, that
even the most radical Jews respect him and
his motives.” All true Christians must feel
an interest in the inzathering of the descen-
dants of God’s ancient Israel.
SIAM.

Siam has 8,000,000 population and only
thirteen missionaries, all belonging to one
denomination. There arsfar-stretchung spaces
of territory in China, not tospeak of other
lands, where the voice of no Guspel messenger
is ever heard. There is Japan with its
30,000,000, India with 230,000,000, China with
300,000,000, and Africa with 250,000,000—all of
them lying in the darkness of error, supersti-
tion, idolatry, and cruelty, unrelieved by
scarcely a ray of life-givingand hfe-sustaining
Guspel light. For we must remember that
where there s no light there can be no true lifs
either in the natural or in the spiritual world.
Think of the fearful infanticide that has long
provailed in China. We are told that more chil-
dren in that land have been murdered by their
parents than there are now surviving. What
cruelties and oppression are involved in the
system of child-marriage, and of chiid-widows
in India! Think of the condition of woman,
and the cruelty with which she is oppressed
in lands where the Gospel does not hold sway !
She is bought and sold, and bartered, and
treated as a beast of burden. Oh that theChurch
of Christ would give her members, her
children, ber substance, to the glorious work of
taking to the nations of the earth the message
of the Gospel. She only sends some 6,000
Protestant 1missionaries into heathendom
and the spiritual destitution of the wide world.
What a call there is to our young men and
young women tu go to the lands afar as light-

bearers for (God and his Christ —Selecied.
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RION
L']"HE CoxyirrEE on THE RECORD roported
to the General Assembly an inerease
of 4,500 in the circulativu of this Magazine
during the past twelve months—the number
for June being 43,500. This grand result
is largely due to our Agents throughout the
length and breadth of the Dominion, but
for whose disinterested and valuable
services the Record could nut exist very
long. In thanking them all heartily, we
invite attention {o the announcement that
congregations desirous of having a copy
placed in every household, will be furnished
with the requisite number of additivnal
copies at the nominal rate of Tex Cexts
per copy for the remainder of this year—
from July to December. Early application
should bo made, as the large edition for
July is nearly all expended.

Litevature,

—

AN ACCOUNT OF MISSIONARY SUCCESS IN THB
IsLaxp oF Formossa: published in London in
1650 and now reprinted with copious ap-
%endmes, by Rev. William Campbell, ¥ R.G.S,

nghsh Prosbyterian Mission, Taiwanfou.
London, Trubner & Co., 1889; two vols. each
330 pages, price $2.00. Tiis work has a threo-
fold interest. (1.) In it wo find an account of
tho Dutch Protestant Mission founded in For-
mosa in 1627, by George Candidins and Robert
Junius—the latter a Scotchmuan by descent,
whio seems to have done 2 work in Formosa
two bundred and fifty years ago, vory similar
to that of our own George Leslie Mackay,
every trace of which had, in the interval, been
blouted out so that this part of Mr. Campbell’s

‘THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

book comes to usin the form of a long-for-
gotten chapter in ‘the bhistory of Christian
missions. (2.) A large portion of these volumes
contain Mr. Casani »IP’s personal experience as
a Missionary in South Formosa, from 1872 to
the prosent time, and is replete with graphic
descriptions of the country and the people, and
the progress of the English Presbyterian
Mission during these seventeen years—with
an account of the dangers and difficulies
which have been encountered and the success
that has followed. (3.) The reader will also
find here an appreciative sketch of the Cana-
dian Mission in North Formosa by one who is
well qualified to give a faithful and impartial
account of Dr. Mackay’s work. We hope to
give a more extended notice of these most in-
teresting voiumes later on, in the meantime
commending them most cordially to the notice
of our readers. Orders will be promptly at-
tended to by William Drysdale & Co., Montreal.

Tun Priaciers or SCOTLAND, FROM THBSIXTH
To TiB NINgTERNTH ChNTURY, by Willlam G.
Blaikie, 13.D., LL.D., Professor of Theology in
New College, Edinburgh. T. & 1. Clark, Edin-
burgh, 1883 pp. 850; price $2.00. This is
rathera history of preaching than of preachers.
although thoe biographic eloment is not alto-
gother wanting. Beginning with the preach-
ing of the early Celtic church it gives a very
intaresting and comprehensive sketch of the
ain characteristics of the Scoteh pulpitduring
the Reformation, the Covenanting and the Se-
cussion periods: treating also of the “ Maoder-
ate,” the © High-flying,” and the “Lvangelical”
Schouls of Theology, concluding with a chapter
on ¢ The pulpit of to-day,” and the authors
own views of the preaching adapted to the
age, which, wo need not say, are oxtremealy
valuable.

Tup Doctrixe oF TuE Jusvirs, by Paul Bert,
member of the Chamber of Deputies, Paris.
W. Dryspane & Co., Montreal, pp. 612, price
$2.00. We do not choose to characierize this
book. We think its puolication is uncalled
for, and in the interest of public morals it
ought to be suppressed.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

27

Lan. & Ren., Carleton Place, 27 Aug., 10.30 aan.
Paris, Dumfries St ch., 24 Sept., 10 aan.
Calgary, Calgary, 3 Scpt., 1V a.n.

Columbia, New Westminster, 1u Sept., 3 p.m.
Winnipey, Knox k., 23 July.

Lindsay, Woodville, 27 Aug,, 11 a.u.

Lun. & Shelburne, Lunenl'g, 13 Aug., 10.30 a.m.
Toronto. 6th August, 10 a.m.

Kingston, Cook’s ch., 17 Sept., 3 p.m.

SYNOD OF THE MARITIME PROVINCES,
Meets at Pictou, N.S., on the 3rd of October.
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Puage for the Honng.
BITTER WORDS.

A single bitter word may disquiet an entire
family for a whole day. One surly glance
casts a gloom over the household, while a
smile, fike a gleam of sunshine, may light up
the darkest and weariest hours. Like unex-
pected flowers which spring up along our
path, full of freshness, fragrance and beauty.
so kind words, gentle acts, and sweet dispo-
sitiong make glad the sacred spot called home.
No matter how humble the abode, if it be
sweetened with kindness and smiles, the heart
will turn lovingly toward it from all the
tumults of the world, and home, if it be ever
so homely, will be the dearest spot beneath
the circuit of the sun.

WHAT CHRIST DID FOR ME.

Yor me He left I1is Home on high
For me to carth He came to die;
For me He slumbered in 2 manger;
For me to Egypt fled a stranger;
For me He dwelt with fishermen;
For me He slept in cave and glen;
For me abuse He meekly bore;

For me a crown of thorns He wore;
For mo e braved Gethsemuné;
Yor me o hung upon a tree;

For me His final feast was made;
For me by Judas was betrayed ;

For me by Peter was denied ;

For me by Filate crucified;

For me 1is precious blood was shed;
For me He slept among the dead ;
For me Ile rose with might at last;
For me above the skies Ile passed;
For me He came at God’s command ;
For me He sits at His right hand.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINLE.

During a voyage to India, Isat one dark
evening in my cabin, feeling thoroughly un-
well, as the sea was rising fast and I wasa
poor sailor. Suddenly the cry of ** Man over-
board!” made me spring to my feet.

I heard a tramping overhead, but resolved
not to go on deck, lest I should interfere with
the crew in their efforts to save the poor man.

“What can I do?” I asked myself, and
imstantly unhooked my lamp. I held it near
the top of my cabin, and close to my bulls-
eye window, that its light might shine on the

sea, and as near the ship as possible. In half;
a minute’s time 1 heard the joyful ery, *It'sy T 498
s lessened by the largest deductions © an extent

all right, lie’s safe,” upon which I put my lamp
in its place.

_The next day, however, I was told that my,
little lainp was the sole means of saving tho; wastc of ages.

there is nothing for you to do,even in dark
and weary dayvs. ‘ Looking unto Jesus,” lift
up your light; lot it “‘soshine” *‘that men
may see,” and in the bright resurrection morn-
ing, what joy to hear the “Well done!” and
to know that you have unawares “ saved some
soul from death!”

I MEAN TO BE SOMEBODY.

““ What is the use of being in the world un-
less you are somebody ?” said a boy to his
companion. “Sure enough, and I mean to be,”
answered the companion; * I began this very
day. Imean tobe somebody.” The boy who
first spoke looked the otherin the face and
exclaimed, “ Began to-day! How? Whatdo
you mean to be?” ¢« A Christian boy, and so
grow up to be a Christian man,” was the
reply ; © I believe thatis the greatest some-
body for us to be’” The testimony of that
boy was true. There is no higher manhood
or womanhood than Christian manhood or
womanhood. And it is possible for everyone
to attain to that greatness. There are many
things in this world which people may desire
and not obtain, but no one who truly desires
and earnestly seeks this greatness is ever
disappointed.— feev. 1Wm. Duncan.

GIRLS FIRST.

The best husbands I ever met came out of 2
family where the mother, a most hervic and
self-denying wouman, laid down the absolute
law, “ Girls first.” Not in any authority, but
first to be thought of as to protection and
tenderness.  Consequently, the chivalrous
care which these lads were taught to show to
their owu sisters naturally extended itself to
all women. They grew up true gentlemen,—
gentlemen, generous, unexacting, courteous of
speech and kind of heart. In them was the
protecting strength of manhood, which scorns
to use its strength except for protection; the
proud honesty of manhood; which infinitely
prefers being lovingly and openly resisted to
being “ twisted round one’s finger ” as mean
men are twisted, and mean women will always
be found ready to do it, but which, I think,
all honest men and brave women would not
merely dislike, but utterly despise.

WHAT IS ETERNITY.

0 Eternity ! Eternity ! how are our boldest,
our strongest lust and overwhelmed in thee!
Who can set landmarks to limit thy dimen-
sions, or find plum:nets o fathom thy depths?
Mysterious, mighty existence. asum notto be

notto be contracted by all possible diminutions!
None can traly say, afier tho most p_rodlgloug
¢ So much of eternity 1s gone;

man’s life ; it was only by timoly light which | for when millions of centuries are clapsed, it 18

shone upon him that the knotted rope could
be thrown so as to reach him. .
Christian workers, never despond or think

i but just commencing; and when mitlions more
i have run their amplo round it will be no nearer
! ending.
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AN ACCOUNT OF MISSIONARY SUCCESS
IN THE
ISLAND or FORMOSA,
Pablished in London in 1650, and now Reprinted, with
copious Appendices.

By tbe Rev. WILLIAM CAMPBELL, F.R.G.S.,

Baglish Preshyterian Mission, Taiwanfoo.

The Appendices include the following Chapters on
Hecent Missionary Worl: in Formosa:—1. First impres-
sions. 2. Visiting the Out-Stations. 3. Tiumes of Re-
4. Awmoug the Sek-hoan. 3. Itineratingin the
. 6. Morc about the Sek-hoan. 7. Confirming the
Churches. . 8. The Japunese Trouble. 9 A Narrow
10. Anotber North Journey. 11. Murder of
Un-Ong. _12. Sops of the Prophets ~ 13. With Brother
1. Baksa New Chapel. 15, Qur Hakka Brethren,
16. Carnival at Ku-gi. 17. Evangelising in Sinkang. 18,
ighways and ledges. 19. A Visit to the Ka-e. 20.
Declension at Tek-a-kha. 21, The Cauadian Mission. |
22 In Memorinm. 23, A Christian Uonference. 24
Interruption from the French. 25. Happy Days at!
Amoy. -~ 26, After the Blockade, 27. Other fell on Good ¢
Ground. 28. Pioncering un the Pescadores. 29. Entrance
into (" iang-hoa. 30. Work for the Blind. i
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