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ERRATA VOL. VL

Page 51, 1st col.,, line 44, for “ clearly,” read * reading.”

Page 57, 2nd col., omit line 20— Motion withdrawn.”

Page 7 8, 2nd col., line 24, for “ shells,” read “ cells.”

Page 232, 2nd col., line 42, for ¢ for,” read ¢ from.”

Page 270, 1st col., line 933, for ¢ there,” read ¢ in the colony of Natal.”
Page 553, 2nd col., line 9, for ¢ Isaie Caouette,” read “ Gatien Lachaine.”
Page 765, 1st col., line 35, for ¢ light,” read ¢ heavy.”

Page 920, 1st col,, lines 10 and 18, for “ WHEELER,” read “ KEELER.”
Page 947, 1st col., line 5, for “ exports,” read ¢ imports.”

Page 947, 1st col., line 7, for ‘“imports,” read ¢ exports.”

Page 947, 1st col., line 7, for ¢ £272,000,000,” read “ £273,000,000.”

ADDENDA VOL. VL

Page 653, 1st col., after Mr. Connell’s motion, add the following :—

“ Mg. CONNELL said that, a few years since, the New Brunswick Railway Company
constructed two bridges over the River St. John with provision for draws,
which, however, had not been completed. The River St. John was navigable
for steamers of 300 tons and upwards a distance of 74 miles above Woodstock.,
The York and Carlton Steamboat Company had in course of construction a
steamer to ply in the river, which would be finished the coming spring.
This company claimed that the draws in the bridges were not of sufficient
width, and were not in the proper place to enable steamers to pass through
with safety, and they wished the Government to see that proper draws were
placed in the bridges, so that they would be able to run their steamer the
coming spring, which ought to be done before the opening of navigation, or
it would have to be postponed till a later period in the season, and this
would be a great damage to the company and am incoavenience to the

farmers and others along the river,”

Page 654, 1st col., after line 17, add the following :—
“ Mr. CONNELL said the steamer that was in course of construction was smaller
than some of those which had formerly run on the river.”
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THE DEBATES

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA

FIRST SESSION OF THE FOURTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA,
APPOINTED TO MEET FOR THE DESPATCH OF DUSINESS [ FERRUARY,
1879, IN TOE FORTY-SECOND. YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.

HE THIRD PARLIAMENT of the Dominion, which Liad been prorogued frow
the 10th day of May, 1878, and thence from time to time, was dissolved
by Proclamation on the 17th day of August, 1878 ; and, writs having been
issued and returned, a new Parliament was summoned to meet for the Des-
patch of Business, on Thursday, the 13th day of Febraary, 1879, and did

accordingly meet c¢n that day.

HOUSE O COMMONS.

Lioursday, 13 Feb., 1879,

On which day, being the first day of
the mecting of the first Session of the
fourth Parliament, for the despatch of
business,—Alfred Patrick, Esquire, Clerk
of the House of Commons, Donald
William  Macdonell, Gustavus William
Wicksteed, Henvy Hartney, John Gecrge
Bourinot and Jean Philippe Leprohon,
Esquires, Commissioners appointed hy
Dedimus DPotestatem  for administering
the oath to members of the House of
Commons, all attending according to their
duty ;—Richard Pope, Esquire, Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery, delivered to the
said Alfred Patrick a book containing a
list of the names of the Members re-
turned to serve in this Parliament.

The aforesaid Commissioners did ad-
minister the oath to the Members who
were present ; which being done, and
the Members having subscribed the roll

1

| Fdoward Kim ber,

containing the cath, they repaired to
their seats.

A Message was delivered by Léné
Isquire, Centleman
Usher of tie Black Rod :

« Gentlemen,

“«The Honourable William Johnstene Ritchie,
Deputy Governor, desires the immediate atten-
dance of this Honourable House in the Scnate
Chamber)”

Accordingly, the House went up to the
Senute, when the Speaker of the Nenaie
said :

4 I{onovrable Gentlemen of the Senate, and
« Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

«The Honourable William Johnstone Ritchie,
Deputy Governor, does not see fit to declare
the causes of summoning the present Parlia-
ment until a Speaker of the House of Com-
mons shall have been chosen according to law,
but to-morrow, at three o’clock in the after-
noon, the causes of summoning this Parliament
will be declared.”

And the House heing returned ;



92 Liection of

ELECTIOX OF A SPEAKER

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, ad-
dressing himself to the Clerk, said: DMr.
Patrick, 1 bave the honour to move that
the Hon. Joseph Godéric Blanchet, the
member representing the electoral dis-
trict of the county of Lévis do take the
Chair of this House as Speaker. To
those hon. gentlemen who have been in
Parliament for some time, it should not be
requisite for me to state the peculiar quali-
ficationsand fitness of the gentleman whose
name 1 have just proposed for the office
of Speaker. I will say generally that
Mr. Blanchet, the hon. member for
Lévis, has had great parliamentary ex-
perience. From 1361 until the Confed-
cration of the Provinces, he was a mem-
ber of the Parliament of the late Pro-
vince of Canada, and those who had the
privilege of knowing him during that
long period can fully appreciate his good
gaalities.  Since Confederation he has
had varied experience, not only in the
House of Commons of Canada, but in
the Legislative Assembly of the Pro-
vince of Quebec.  His experience has
not been merely a parliamentary one,
but for eight years ke presided as Speak-
er over the Legislative Assembly of
Lis native Provionce, where, T am war-
ranted in saying, hLis conduct received
the approbation and general acceptance
from both sides of that body. He has
shown, Mr. Patrick, as a member of this
House, great aptitude in discussing all
questions of constitutional law and
parliamentary practice ; indeed his ex-
perience as a Speaker and a member has
¢nabled him to take a position as an
authority in the House of Commons, as
well as in the Provincial Legislature, on
all such questions. T move that he
take the Chair of this Ilouse as Speaker.

AMr. TILLEY : I lLave the honour
Mr. Patrick, of seconding the nomina-
tion of the hon. member for Lévis as
Speaker.,

Mr. MACKENWZIE: Mr. Patrick,
before indicating the course I propose to
take in regard to the Speakership, [ de-
sire to express my astonishment at the
nomination the hon. gentleman has made.
‘We all, who were in the House in 1873,
the House elected in 1872, recollect that

the hon. gentleman, in proposing the | as presiding officer of the House.
'be my duty, and the duty of those who

Speaker of the previous House, gave it

[COMMONS. |

Speaker.

as an expression of his opinion that the
practice continued in England for many
years of electing the previous Speaker
until something should withdraw that
previous Speaker from public life, by
obtaining a peerage or otherwise, should
be introduced into this country, and the
kon. gentleman, in pursuit of that view
which he took, and Lad a right to take,
and which was in itself intelligible
enough, proposed Mr. Cockburn, the
Speaker of the previous Parliament. I
bad supposed, as a matter of course, that
the hon. gentleman who now leads this
House would take the same course now

| that he had taken in 1873, especially as

he himself commended the action of the
late Speaker, my hon. friend the member
for Gloucester (Mr. Anglin), s being above
all suspicion of pavtizanship. He eulo-
gised that hon. gentleman last year, on
the occasion of a somewhat similar mo-
tion, as heing a very excellent
Speaker ; one who had discharged the
duties which devolved upon him with
the greatest impartiality. I expected,
therefore, as the natural result of the
stand taken by the hon. gentleman, that
he would to-day have proposed my hon.
friend the member for Gloucester as the
Speaker of this Parliament. Hon. gen-

| tlemen will see that it is very difficuls to

understand how the hon. gentleman
could have escaped the responsibility of
taking this course, and, but for the adroit-
ness which the hon. gentleman exhibits
in changing positions with marvellous
rapidity in everything political, no doubt
we would have had that motion made.
As the hon. gentleman has not chosen to
do that, under all the circumstances I
do not think it will devolve upon me to
move any amendment to the motion, and
I will only say, therefore, in reference to
the ruotion which the hon. gentleman has
made, that it would be difficult for him to
name any hon. gentleman on his side of
the House who could give greater satis-
faction to myself andthe members behind
me on this side of the House. I have
no doubt that the hon. gentleman who
has been proposed as the Speaker will
discharge the high and onerous duties
devolving upon bhim with faithfulness
and conscientiousness, and that none will

have reason to complain of his conduct
It will



Fleetion of

gurroutd me, to aflord him every support
consistent, with a due regud for parlia-
mentary privileges, whic I owe can afford
him.

Motion uyreed to.

Mr. PATRICK : I decluwe Mr. Blan-
chet duly chosen to ocoupy the Chair of
this hononralile House as its Speaker.

Mr. Bravcmer was  then  con-
ducteu from bis place to the Chair by
Sir Jouy A, Macvovanp and  Mr

Troiey.

Then Mz, SPEAKER Bueer, stand-
ingontheupperstep,said: T hambly thaulk
the House for the greathonour which they
have just conferred on me iu electing
me unaniimously to be their Speaker. I
shall endeavour to be worthy of so respon-
sible and important aposition.  1n cases
where expayience and knowledge of pur-
Hamentary usawe and law wiil be re-
quired, I will ask the advies and
assistauce of thosa mezibers of this House
who have Leen trained in purliamentary
practice. , tu presiding over the de-
libemtiona of this Assewbly, £ will act
with the strictest Dnpartiality, according
to the laws of Parliament, audin con-
formity with the wiil of this House.

And theo the Mace, which before lay
under the table, was laul upon the table.
Sk JOHN A. MACDONALD then
said : Mr. Speaker, I have great
pleasure in congratulating you upon your
election. I beg to move that the House
do now adjourn.
Ilousc adjourned at
Twenty-five minutes after
Three o'clock.

IOUSE OF COMMONS,
Lriday, 1.5th Feb., 1870.

The House met at Three o' clock.
Pravers.

The Speaker Elect having taken the
Chair,

A Message was delivered by the Gen-
tleman Ushex of the Black Rod +—
“ Mg. SPEARER,

_“His Excellency the Governor-General de-
sires the immediate attendance of this Hon-
ourable House in the Senate Chamber.”

Accordiny, Mr. Speaker Elect, with
the House, went up to the Senate G “ham-
ber ;

[Fesrvany 13, 1879.]

Speaker. 3

Then the HovourapLe JOSEPH GO-
DERIC BLANCHET, Srzages Elect,
said :

«May 1T Prras: Yorr ExceLiEsey:

« The House of Commens have elected me as
their Speaker, though I am but little able to
fultil the important duties thus assigned to me.

«If, in the pertormance of those duties, 1
should at any time fall iuto error, I pray that
the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the
Commons, whose servant 1 am, and who
through me, the better to enable them to dis-
charge their duty to their Queen and country,
humbly claim all their undoubted rights and
privileges, especially that they may have frec-
dom ot speech in their debates, access to Your

Exceliency’s person at all scasonable times,
and that their proceedings may receive from
Your Excellency the most favorable consider-
tion.”

The SPEAKER the Spxare then
said ;
«Mu, Sppanne

“ I am commanded by iz Exceel-
Teney the  Governor-General  to declare to

vou that he freely  coufides in the duty and
attachmient of the H<mx~o ot Comuons to Her
Majesty's person and Government, and, not
doubting that their proceedings will be con-
ducted  with wisdom, tenaper and prudence,
ho grants, and upen all occasions will recog-

ze and allow their  constitutional  privi-

«1 am commanded also to assure you that
the Commons shall have ready access to His
Excellency upon all scasonable occasions, and
that their proceedings, as well as your words
andactions, will constantly receive from him
the most favourable construction.”

Then His Excellency the Governor-
General was pleased to open Parliament
by a Speech from the 'Yhrone.

And the House being returned,

Mr. SPEAKER reported that the
House had been in the Senate Chamber,
and that he had, in their names and ou

their behalf, made the wsual clabm of
privileges, which His ]‘J\'cellency had

been pleased to contirin to thew.

Mz, SPEAKER laid lhefore the
Tlouse a judgment, beaving date Tta
August, 1878, of the Hon. Mr. Justice

Plamondon, one of the Judges selected
for the triul of Election Petxtlons pur-
suant to the Dominion Coutwvermd
Elections Act, 1874, in the matter of
the Election Petition for the Electoral
District of Drummond and Arthabaska ;
also a certificate and report from the
Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, one of the
Judges selected for the trial of Election
Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion
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Controverted Elections Act, 1874,
relating to the election for the Electoral
District of the East Riding of the County
of Hastings ; also a certificate and report
from the Hon. Mr. Justice Henri T.
Taschereau, one of the Judges selected
for the trial of Election Petitions, pur-
suant to the Dominion Controverted
Elections Act, 1874, relating to the
election for the Flectoral District of
Kamouraska.

ADMINISTRATION  OF QOATHS  OF
OFFICE BILL—{Brr No. 1.]

(Sir John A, Macdonald.)
FIEST READING,

Sik JOUN A. MACDONALD in-
troduced a Bill (Wo. 1) Respecting the
Admiuistration of Qaths of Office.

Bill vewd the furst time.

SPEECH FROM THE THROXE.

Mnr. SPEAKER reported His Ex-
celleney’s Speech {:om the Throne, and
read a copy thereof e the House, which
1s as follows :—

« Honourable Gentlemen of (he Senat: ;
)
“Qentlemen of the House of Commons:

“In mecting the Parliament of Canada for
the first time, I desire to express the gratifica-
tion I feel at having been selected by Her Ma-
jesty for the high and important office I now
fill, and to assme you of the great satisfaction
with which I now seck your aid and co-opera-
tion.

“In acknowledging with profound gratitude
the reception which has been accorded to my-
sclf, as Her Majesty’s representative, I am also
commanded by the Queen to convey, through
vou, to the people of Canada, Her thanks for
the loyal, generous and kindly manner in which
they have welcomed Her daughter.

< The contribution of Canadian products and
manufactures to the great National Exhibition
at Paris, last year, attracted much attention,
and, it is believed, will have a Leneficial effect
on the trade of the Dominion with Europe. I
congratulate you on the success which must,
in no small degree, be attributable to the kind
and uncecasing exertions of His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, as President of the British
section. The report of the Canadian Commis-
sioners will be laid before you when received.

Mr. SPEAKER.
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the Throne.

«Iam pleased to inform you that the amount
awarded for the Fishery claims, under the
Washington Treaty, has been paid by the
United States, and that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment has arranged with Canada and Newfound-
land for their respective shares of the award.
The papers on the subject shall be submitted
to you.

« The important and rapidly increasing trade
between Canada and England in live cattle
has been seriously threatened by the appear-
ance, in various parts of the United States, of
pleuro-pneumonia. In order to prevent the
contagion from spreading to Canada, and the
conscquent interruption of the trade, I bavc
caused an order to be issued under the Animal
Contagicus Discases Act, 1869, prohibiting
the importation or introduction into the Dc-
minion of American cattle, for a short period.
It is hoped that the disease will be, ere long,
extinguished in the United States, and the

necessity for continuing the prohibition
removed. Your attention will bLe invited to

an amendment of the Act I have just referred
to.

« My Government has commenced negotia-
tions, with er Majesty’s sanction, for the de-
velopment of the trade of Canada with Irance
and Spain, and with iheir respective colonics.
I hope to be able to lay before you theresull
of these during present
Hession.

41t is the purpose of my Governicent to
press for the most vigorous prosecution of the
Canadian Pacific Railway and to meet the
reasonable expectations of British Columbia.
In carrying out this intention, due regard muet
be had to the financial position of ihe country.
Communication by rail has been effected be-
tween Manitoba and the United States systew
of railways by the junction, at St. Vincent, of
the Pembina branch of our railway with the
St. Paul and Pacific Railroad. 'T'hat portion of
the main line which extends from English
River to Keewatin is now being placed under
contract, and will be encrgetically pushed to
completion in order to secure, as rapidly as
is possible, the connection between Lake
Superior and the great North-West.

« A Bill for the amendment and consolidation
of the Acts relating to Stamps shall be sub-
mitted for your consideration, as well as a mea-
sure amending the Act rclating to Weights
and Measures. -

« The decennial census must be taken in
1¢81. I think it expedient that a measure for

negotiations the
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the purpose should ,be passed during the pre-
rept Session in order to give ample time for the
preparation of all the preliminary arrangements
and to ensure the census being taken as accu-
rately and inexpensively as possible. In con-
nection with this subject it may be well to
consider the propriety, of providing some means
for the collection and collation of vital, erim-
inal and general statistics.

«A Bill will be laid before you for the
re-arrangement of some of the Departments of
the Government, and also measures relating to
the survey and management of the Dominion
Lands, to the Mounted Police, and to the Tost
Office Department ; and also for the amend-
ment, in some particulars, of the laws relating
to Indians.

“ A measure will also be submitted to you
for the vesting in Her Majesty, for the usc of
the Dominion, of certain ordnance and admir-
alty lands in the Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick.

¢ Gentlemen of the Ilouse of Commons :

“«The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
faid before you at an carly day. They have
been prepared with as much regard to economy
a8 is compatible with the efficiency of the pub-
lic service.

“ I regret that the receipts into the Trea-
rury from ordinary sourccs continue to be
inadequate to meect the charges against the
Consolidated Revenue. You will, I doubt not,
agree with me in the opinion that it is not
desirable that our finances should longer re-
main in this condition. By the application of
the strictest economy to the public expendi-
tare, and by the readjustment of the tariff
with the view of increasing the revenue, and,
at the same time, of developing and encourag-
ing the various industries of Canada, you will,
T trust, be enabled to restore the equilibrium
between revenue and expenditure, and to aid
in removing the commercial and financial de-
pression which unhappily continues to exist.
I have directed that the Public Accounts of
the past financial year shall be laid before
you.

« Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate ;
“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

“ Parliament has recognized the importance
of providing for the safe deposit of the surplus
earnings of the people by arranging for their
being placed with the Government at a fair
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rate of interest. It may be well for you to
consider how far it is practicable to give a
like security and encouragement to persons
who may desire, by an insurance upon their
lives, to make provision for those dependent
upon them.

« Your best attention will, I doubt not, be
given to the important subjects I have alluded

to, and to the gcneral interests of the
country.”

S JOHN A, MACDONALD
moved,

« That His Excellency's Speech be taken
into consideration on Monday next.”

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
moved,

«That Sclect Standing Committees of this
House, for the present Session, be appointed
for the following purposes :—1. On Privileges
and Elections; 2. On Expiring Laws; 3, On
Railways, Canals and Telegraph Lines; 4. On
Miscellaneous Private Bills; 5. On Standing
Orders; 6. On Printing; 7. On Public Ac-
counts ; 8. On Banking and Commerce; 9.
On Immigration and Colonization,—which said
Committees shall severally be empowered to
examine and enquire into all such matters and
things as may be referred to them by the
Houre; and to report from time to time their
observations and opinions thereon; with
power to send for persons, papers and records.”

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House
the report of the Librarian of Parliament
on the state of the Library of Parlia-
ment.

Housc adjourned at
Four o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monday, 17th February, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PRAYERS.
APPOINTMENTS.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House,
that he had appointed John George Bou-
rinot, Esquire, Second Clerk Assistant,
to be First Clerk Assistant, and Jean
Philippe Leprohon, Esquire, Chief Clerk
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of Committees, to be Second Clerk Assist
ant.

Mr, MACKENZIE : Has
resigned !

Mr. SPEAKER :
Piclié is not Lere.

Mnr. MACKENZIE: 1 desire toask if
vou have received the resignation of M.
Piché.

M. SPEAKER : No.

Mr. 7cACKENZIE : Orif vou have
dismissed Mr. Piche.

Ar. SPEAKER : No.

Mr. MACKENZIT : Then I desive to
say that therc was no other authority
under which it was competent to act ex-
cept one or the other.

any  one

1 am told that M.

BEPORT.

Mr SPEARKER!

—Account, Current of the

the House of Commons, of the amount

disbursed bv l;im for Ccntingcncies from

the lst July, 1877, tothe Ist July, 1878
with the A mimn 5 Meport.

Iatd befors the House,
Accountant of

OFPICIAL REPORTING QF TUHR
DEDATES.
QUESTION.

M, MACKENZIE: DBefore the

Orders of the Day arve aulled, T desive to
aslc the hon. the first Minister if he has
not any information to give the House
upon the matter of the repoiting of the
debates. 1 observe from the newspapers,
w report, which is further confirmed by
the cireulation of certain circulars, that
the Government, or some parties, have
assumed the giving of a contract for the
reporting of the debates.  There was no
authority that 1 am aware of delegated
to the Government by the last Parlia-
ment to do this. There was no such aun-
thority vested in the commission of In-
ternal Economy for the House of Com-
mons, and I presume, if anything has
been done, if the hon. fventle nan has
ventured uven this proceeding, it was
with & view of obtaining indemmification
from the licuse aftcrw(ucus but not one
moment should be lost in commumvatnw
to the House what Las been done,and by
what authority it was done.

Stz JOHN A. MACDONALD : The
(tovernment, believing that it would meet
with the approbation of this House, took

Mg. SPEAKER.
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the responsibility of making a prelimin-
ary arrangeinent for the publication of
the debates. They have taken that res-
ponsibility, and will throw themselves
upon the House for their sapport. Iu
doing so, we believe we will receive the
support of this House. Believing that
the country, as well as the House, require
an official and impartial report of the
debates, we have undertaken this matter
upen our own responsibility.  Of course,
the contract is subject to the approval of
the House.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCLl-
LENCY'’S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consider-
ation of His lixcellency’s Speech at the
openmg of the Session.

r. BRECKEN : Before attempting,
Su to discharge the onerous duty that has
devolved upon me—a duty, I will frankly
state, I feel totally inadequate to per-
form—1I must throw myseif on the
kind cousideration and indulgence of the
meimbers of this House. This is the
irst time I have bad the honour of
sitting on the {loor of this House ; but T
understand, Sir, that in former Parlia-
ments, to young members occapvmfr the
very high position in which I am now
placed, the kindness of this House has
al“ ays been extended. Now, if T did
not feel that that indnlgcncc would be
extended to me, I should be very diffident
in attempting “to discharge this dutJ
His Excellency, in the ﬁr:‘c paragraph of
bis Speech, expresses the gratification be
feels in having Leen selected by Her
Gracious Majesty the Queen for the high
and important oflice he now fills. Mr.
Speaker, I am sure that I am bat ex-
pressing the sincere sentiment, not only
of every member of this House, but of
the people of the Dominion at large,
when 1 say that we feel profoundly
"mteful to Her Majesty for having made
such a wise and judicious selection.
(Hear, hear.) Our illustrious Queen in
appointing her noble soun-in-law to be
Viceroy of the Dominion of Canada, has
selected from among the rising statesmen
of the Mot hanountr_) a very dxstlnvulsl
ed nobleman. Although, fiom the s age of
His Excellency, hLis political experience.
has not been of long duration, vet, when
we remember the educational advan-
tages that have fallen to his lot, his ex-
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perienca as a member of the DBritish
House of Commons, his known ability,
his high artistic taste, his knowledge of
the world, and appreciation of the insti-
tutions of the neighbouring Republie,
we must admit that they combine to
render his administration beneficial to
the country. I have no doubt, Sir, that
when it closes we will find that the
material interests of this country have
been considerably enhanced, and that the
prosperity, unity, and I may say, if that
is possible, the loyalty of the people
will  be  greatly increased  and
sustatned. Our gracious Queen in
sending in our midst one of her
illustrious daughters, Her Royal High-
ness the Princess Louise, has reposed
a confidence in wus that I am
sure will Dbe huiled by this honour-
able House, and the people at large,
with feelings of pride and satisfaction.
Although the sojourn of the Princess
has been of very short duration, yet,
from her amiable character, affability
and sweetness of disposition and munners,
she has already won the aficction and
esteem of the people of Canada,
Her high artistic
attainments, the interest she
“has  taken bhenevolent  and
charitable institutions of the Mother
Country, having for the object the
amelioration ‘md education of the poover
clagses, are an earnest of the beneiits
that will accrue from the sajourn of
Her Royal Highness in this Dominion,
and that, like her estimable predecessor
the Countess of Daflerin, she will prove
herself to be a true friend to every class
of this people irrespective of their social
position. 1 believe that when the
adminigtration of His Excellency the
Governor General will have been brought
to a close, it will have proved so bepefi-
cial to the best interests of the Dominion
that the people of Canada will be called
upon to witness that tryving spectacle
that was witnessed upon the departure
of that eminent statemen and true-
hiearted friend of Canada the late Gov-
ernor-General, and that the deep regrets
at the loss of such a dxscmgulshed
Governor-Gieneral will be as cordiaily
and warmly repeated when IHis Excell-
ency and his Royal Consort will be called
upon to leave our shores and rejoin their
llustrious kinsfolk in the Mother Country,

acenmpiishments,
and

in

the
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The next paragraph is one, Sir, that iz
fraught with interest to the people of
this Dominion. It expresses satisfaction
that the contributions of Canadian pro-
ducts and manufactures to the great
International Exhibition at Paris last
year had attracted much attention, and,
it 1s believed, it will have a beneficial
effect upon the trade and commerce of
this country. Sir, it is almost impos-
sible to estimate the real value that flows
from contests of this kind with coun-
tries met in the peacefnl rivalries of
trade and commerce. It must be a
source of great satisfaction to thiz House
to reflect th w6 this young country, with
its sparse population, and with all its
drawbacks, should have been =zble to
attain such a proud position amoun: the
older competitors at that world's fair.
Tt is also a matter of very great pleasure
to the loyal people of Canada to know
that that success has been to a certuin
extent aided by the kindness, cnergy,
and attention which has been devoted to
our intevests by His Royal Highuess the

Prince of Wales. 1t is a gratifying
spectacle 1o witness the heir to the
British ~ Crown  mingling  with the

subjects of his Royal Mother, and, by his
energy and example, inciting them to
erculation in these peaceful contests and
oceupying among nations a proud posi-
tion in trade and commeree. I am sure,
when we see a member of theroyal f.urmy
so identifying hiwmself with the true in-
terests of the country,that it will tend, in
a very great degree, to inerease that ie(:1~
ingot loyal aflection and attachment that
has ever distinguished British subjects
towards their Sovereign. I am swre it
must be a matter of satisfuction to thix
House to know that this long-vexed
question aflecting the ¥Fishery Claims,
under the Washington Treaty, lave a
Iast been concluded. I am aware, com-
ing from the Maritime Provinees, from
wmy own personal observation and experi-
ence, that this question has been of a
very heart-burning character, and itisa
very great sdmsfactmn to know that this
vosed question has been settfed peacefully
and amicably by the means of ar bitmmon
I am zalso aware that,when the award w
rinde known, it did not give u)tin-
uthf\ctmn to our Republican ne whboul.s,
and that they thought the award was ex-
cessive.  The award, T believe, has been
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paid under protest. DBut, from the in-
tformation I have received, I believe I
am correct in saying tha’ the character of
the evidence that was adduced before the
Comumissioners in Halifax fully justified
the equitable character of that award.
Before I leave that clause of the Address,
I think I may fairly tender to the right
hon. gentleman the First Ministerthe con-
<rratul¢xuons that he deserves for the suc-
cossful result of the long pending gues-
tion. I am awarc that ths right
hon. gentleman occupied the distin-
*inguished position of a Dritish Commis-
sioner to arrange the terms of the Wash-
ington Treaty ; and I think I am correct
in  saying tlmt it i3 the first instance
where Her Gracious Majesty has confer-
red the distinguished honour upon a colo-
nial politician. I have no doubt that
his knowledge of the fucts of the case
und his long experience as a statesman
have, to o considerable extent, contributed
to this successful result. Different opinions
T know prevailed at one iime ; different
opinions,I believe, have been expressed on
the floor of this House ; but, to use a
vulgar phrase, the proof “of tho pudding
is iu the eating. We have got an award
that is quite to onr satisfuction, and I
believe we are quite justified in tender-
ing the First Minister our thanks for
the valuable services he has rendered in
bringingthis question to a favourable ter-
mination. The next paragraph in the
Speech is also one of considerable impor-
tance. It has reference to the rapidly
mcre‘tsm" trade between Canada and
iingland in live cattle. It appears, Sir,
ihat owing to the existence of the disease
known as plem'o -pneumonia among the
cattle of the Unpited States, our trade
in cattle with England wasin danger
of being interrupted. If T understand the
question aright, cattle from Canada and
the United States were admitted to the
English markets. Information was col-
lected, and I believe that great credit is
due to the hon. the Mmlster of Agricul-
ture, for the very ready action he has taken
in this mattét. He, in a very prompt
manner, ascertained that this disease ex-
isted and was spreading in the United
States. When that knowledge reached
the Imperial Government, I beheve an
order was issued mnerdmtmor the impor-
tation of American cattle into the Eng-
lish market. That order, T believe, fox-

Mr. BrECEEN.
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tunately did not extend lo cattle from
Canada. Therefore, Sir, it seems that
the only policy that was open to the
Government, was to prohibit the impor-
tation of cattle from the United States.
‘When we consider the interests at stake,
I think great credit is due to the hon.
member for the promptuess with which
he has acted. Promptitude in this case
is everything, for the British Govern-
ment, in self-defence, would have extend-
ed the restriction to this country, as well
as the United States, had not this step
been taken. In the first place, it is a

matter of ¢reat consequence to prevent
the introduction of the disease into this
country, and it would be absolutely
necessary to pursue this course in order
to prevent the DBritish market being
shut against us, which would he a state
of things most deplorable. Desides, 1
believe, with the information I have, that
this trade in live cattle between Canadu
and England, is a source of great wealth
to the Dominion, and that trade is rapid-
ly increasing. Cousequently, both sides
of this hon. House will agree with me,
in view of the general depression of trade,
that it is of great consequence to this
country to protect the trade we have.
There 1s another paragraph of the Ad-
dress of equal importance to this country,
affecting that most important question—
trade and commerce. 1t is stated in His
Excellency’s Speech, that negotiations
have been commenced, with Her Majes-
ty’s sanction, for the development of the
trade of Canada with France and Spain,
and their respective colonies. 1f T un-
derstand aright, there is one important
branch of trade which, though not here
expressly alluded to, must have been
prominently in view when this para-
graph was framed. When the commer-
cial treaty was entered into between
England and France, somewhere about
1860 or 1861, certain concessions were
made on both sides, and reductions were
made in the duties of certain classes of
goods interchanged between those coun-

tries. A short time afterwards, 1
believe, a  treaty  was  entered
into  between Austria and France,
which gave to the former coun-

try the privilege of registering her
vessels in French ports on payment-
of a duty of two francs per ton. Under
the “favoured nation” clause in the
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ireaty between Great Dritain and France
granting to Britain the most favourable
terms co “ceded to any other country, En-
olish buiit ships were admitted into the
i'rench markes upon payment of a duty
«f a like wnount as Austrian vessels.
I am aware that this question engaged
the attention of the late Admuuistration,
and that it used every exertion to effect
a reduction of the tax at present paid by
Canadian-built ships in France. I may
state that, when application was made to
the French Government to induce them to
admit Canadian-built ships on the same
terms as Knglish, the French authorities
decided that the tr reaty only extended to
Tnglish alone and not to colonial vessels.
The consequence was that Canadian-built
ships have been subjected to the tax of
the general French tariff which, in this
article, I belicve amounts to 40 francs a
ton—a duty I believe still in existence. [
also believe that such a duty as that
practically amounts to the prohibition of
this branch of trade. It would, therefore
be very desirable, indeed, and 1 am sure
the Government, would receive the hearty
thanks ofthe country if they could see their
way, to open negotiations which should re-
salt in reducing the tax on Canalian
vessels to a point that would render that
line of business profitable to Canadian
shipbuilders. It would also be a happy
result if those negotiations should open
up to Canada the trade of the French
and Spanish colonies. T suppose, in ask-
ing for those concessions—this diminu-
tion of foreign tariffs—this country would
" be called upon to reciprocate in some
way. A new trade with those nations
and their colonies would widen the circle
of our commerce, and give increased
employment to the people of the Domin-
ion, extending the inducements we have
to offer to men leaving the Mother Coun-
try, in which the competition is too keen
to allow them to earn a living. We
should have all such inducements to pre-
sent to them as well as those liberal laws
and that wise legislation which is caleu-
lated to encourage the emigrant to come
and settle in Canada instead of the
United States. And, when we re-
member that this country is larger
in extent than the Repubhc—-when
we look at her inexhaustible re-
sources—her boundless wealth in agri-

calture, forests, mines and fisheries, and
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consider that at present, compara-
tively  speaking, those great inex-
hiaustible  sources of  wealth  are

lying dormant for the want of hands to
develop them, it will be seen how neces-
sary it is, in the promotion of our intex-
ests, for this Administration to lend
their best energies, by negotiation and
otherwise, to enlarge old and create new
industries for the employment of our
people and the development of our trade.

he next paragraph of the speech
Las referenco to the DPacific Rail-
way. The purpose of the Government
is to press for the most vigorous prosecu-
tion of this work, to meet the most
reasonable expectations of British Colum-
bia. If I understand this question aright,
after Confederation, after the various oat-
lying Provinces of the Dominion entered
the Union, it was deemed absolutely neces-
sary that some mode of easy communi-
cation should be adopted to bind those
distant Provinces closer to the older
portions of the Dominion. 1 believe,
also, that a work of this kind was ad-
vocated and urged by men of all parties.
I think, moreover, I recollect seeing,
some years ago, in a very influential
newspaper, not a supporter of the First
Minister of the Crown, an article asking
why he delayed the prosecution of that
work. I believedifferencesof opinion exist
as to the mode in which this work should
be carried on. But one consideration
admits of no doubt—that, when British
Columbia entered the Confederation it
was upon the distinct understanding that
a work of this kind should be constructed,
and that those outlying Provinces should,
as far as possible, enjoy every facility of
communication with the east, and easy
transportation to the seaboard for the
products of those regions. The faith of
the Dominion has been pledged to this
enterprise, and it is better to be bankrupt
in purse than bankrupt in reputation.
I vunderstand that, in a  short
time, 500 miles of this work will be
completed, connecting Lake Superior
with the great North West. That will
be a great advantage, but I believe it is
only an instalment of what the inhabit-
ants of British Columbia may sanguinely
look forward to. I believe it will be the
policy of this and every other Government
to prosecute this work consistently with
the means ai their disposal. Tt is stated
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in the Speech that new communication
by rail has been effected between Man-
itoba and the United States system of
railways, by the junction at St. Vincent
of the Pembina Branch of our railway
with the St Paul and Pacific Railroad.
Whether this is to prove an advantage
to our people or not, I am not prepared
to say. Whether the cffect will Le to
draw off settlers and traffic to the United
States, to the detriment of the Dominion,
remains to be seen.  But I have no doubt
that at present the road is beneficial.
A great public writer once said that, if
Lie was to go into a country and seek to
Judge of its condition and progress, in-
stead of looking at its statssmen, edu-
cational'or scientific institutions, he would
regard the mode of comwmunication exist-
ing therein — the means afforded people
not only to exchange commoditiss, but to
interchange thought and ideas. If this
is correct, I believe it would apply to
Canada as well as any other couutry.
‘We have a large country, and what we
want i3 to know more of each other,
and to promote emigration to our country.
And how can you expect men who have
been obliged to tear themselves from all
the endearments that bind them to their
homes in the old world, in seeking a home
in the new, to prefer a land not affording
all these facilities und conveniences that
in no small degree tend to lessen the dif-
iieultles that emigrants have to enconnter
in fighting the battle of life? When
we have such a country as Canada, with
its inexhaustible resources, how necessary
i3 it to try to turn them to proper ac-
count and keep pace with our neighbeurs.
to do which it is important to obtais
every reasonable comiunication onr
means can command. We are promised
a Bill for the amendment of the Acts
relating to stamps as well as a measure
amendiog the Act relating to welglits
and wmeasures. 1 have no doubi those
amendments contemplated will prove use-
ful reforms and resuls in rendering more
efficient thosz branches of the Public
Service. It is also the intention of
the Government to introduce a mea-
sure for the purpose of preparing for
the census to be taken in 1881. T
have no doubt thut it is absolutely
necessary for the accurate performance
of this public work that the Govern
ment should enter upon the pre-
MR. BRECKEN.
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liminary operations in good time, 1t is
very necessary, as we all know, that the
census should be as accurate as possible.
There is also an assurance given that the
Government will consider the propriety
of providing some means for the col-
lection and collation of vital, criminal
and general statistics. There can be no
doubt that accurate vital statistics would
be of great consequence to the country.
With such you may be greatly aided i
the settlement of questions affecting the
rights of property, such as when and
where a man was born and the like, often
occasioning much difficalty.  Accurate
statistics in the public register would
supply all such important information
and prove most useful in legislating on
sanitary and criminal questions, and in
the amendment or amelioration of our
criminal code. We are also informed by
His Excellency, in the following para
graph that o Bill will be submitted for
the re-arrangement of some of the De-
partments. Xt is a matter of public no-
toriety thut it is contmplated to abolish

£
the Departraent  of the  Receiver-
General. T believe the new  mos-
sure will  and  should reduce  the

labours of the Minister of Public Works.
Iam sure that the hon. the leadsr of the
Opposition will quite sgree with me that
the labours entailed on the hiead of that
Department are more than ought to be
expected {rom any mau. I believe thab
the railway peliey thronglheut this De-
minion wiil ¢all for tlie entire energy
and atteniion of a separate Department,
and that, as the office of Receiver-Gene-
ral is to he done away with, the cost of
the administration will not be increased
while the work will be very efficiently
advanced. The Estitnates of the ensuing
year will no doubt be made with o due
regard to the state of the revenue at the
present time, while also the eficiency of
the Pullic Service will not be lost sight of.
I now come to the clause that is consi-
deved the most important in the Speech,
dealing with a subject which lust year
was placed by the late Government fairly
before thie connmry, which was discussed
throughout the length and breadth
of the Dominion, and on which the
people have returned a verdiet =o unani-
mous as to leave no doubt of their wishes,
Of course, a little patience must be exer-
cised, but in a few days the inten-
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tions of the Government will be made
known. It has been a matter of regret
that for some years past our expenditure
has exceeded our revenue, and, while it
is necessary that public works should be
constructed for the development of the
country, it is equally necessary, for the
credit of the country, that the Estimates
should be so framed and expenditure so
regulated, that our revenue will be suffi-
cient to meet the expenditure. What
we want is immigration and manufac-
tories. I admit that statesmen cannot of
themsalves create prosperity and trade.
It would be an ucnfortunate day for
the country, if the farmer, the
mechanic or the merchant were to lean
entirely upon the arm of the statesman,
and trust to legislation alone to make the
country wealthy ; but, while I state, that
I believe it is the imperative duty, and
comes within the province, of stutesmen,
Ly wise legislation, to open up the
avenues of trade, and remove causes of
depression—not to attempt to apply any
cast-iron rule of {iscal policy, but to suit
that policy to the condition and the
circumstances of the country. Do you
treat a young people in the same way
as you would treat an old people?  Ts
there no such thing as helping along
vouth, whether in the social life or as a
colony or community ?
perience we have had, it would be well
for us to consider how fur statesmen can
aid the industvies of a country.  The
suggestion 1y thrown out as to the pro-
priety of empowering the Government
to occupy the position of life assuvers.
When we look around, to the _fother
Country and the neighbouring Republie,
and note how often the savings
banks, which claim to be safe depo-
sitories of the earnings of the laubour-
ing classes, have collapsed, and, after a
man has paid in his hard earned savings,
congratuluting himself on having pro-
tected himself and family against want,
he finds hiwself again face to face with
poverty, and obliged to renew the ar-
duous struggle, the wisdom of the
Dominion Government in opening up
savings banks under its control comes
home tous. If this system of savings
institutious has proved a benefit, why
should not life assarance under the con-
trol of the Government also work ben-
cficially ¢ If one is called for, the otheris
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more than necessary ; for, in the case of
savings banks, 2 man may obtain notice
beforehand of its approaching failure,
and be enabled to withdraw his deposit,
but with life insurance he must continue
the risk, no provision being made to
enable him to withdraw the awount
of hig premiums. It would be wise to
provide some guarantee for people who
have no other means of providing for the
future support of their families thau
through life insurance, their income
being fixed, and the demands more than
equal to it. I have gone very im-
pertectly through the various clauses in
this address; this iy the first time 1
Lave occupied a position of this kind. 1
understand the duty of the mover of
the Address is simply to allude casually
to the various subjects treated in it.
While the outlook at present is not as
Lright as we might expect, owing to the

great  commercial  depression  now
prevailing,  still, taking a  phile-

sophical view of the matter, things
are never as bad as they might be.
When we look, I say, at this great coun-
try, with its great resources, at the na-
tionalities of which our people are cow-
posed, surely we muy sanguinely hope
for a bright future. We have in our
people the energy of the Lnglishman,
the chivalry of old France, the dash and
ingenuonsness of the Irishman, the in-
domitable perseverauce of the Scotchman,
the rose, the shamnock and the thistle
entwined with the flevs de les, and what
better combination could we expeet to
work out a great and glorious future,
All we vant is that all men who exer-
cise an influence in this Dominion should
adopt this great motto : “ Country first ;
party afterwards.” T bzlieve I am not

very sanguine when I say that
this  glorious future 15 not in the
rewote distarke, but will Dbe real-

igsed in o reasonable time. It is a great
incentive to a public man to forgot,as far
as possible, the acerbities of political exi-
gencies, and to devote his time and
energy to the best interests of the coun-
trv. We are a fortunate people. We
are the dependency of, I may say, the most
liberty-giving country in the world, for
tLere is no countay that has a freer con-
stitution, more honourable institutions
than that over which Queen Victoria
reigns. I thank this House for the very
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patient Learing given me, and I have but
very briefly expressed the sentiments
which actuate me in moving the adoption
of the Address.

Mr TASSE: Mr. Speaker, in rising
to second the Address in answer to the
Speech from the Throne, I am happy to
be able to perform that distinguished
duty in my native language, the first
European language which was spoken
upon our country’s shores, and the offi-
cial usage of which is itself an eulogv of
the free institutions under which we live.
In a speech, as eloquent as it was happily
conceived, the hon. member for Queen’s
has spoken of the importance of the sub-
jects submitted to our consideration by
His Excellency, and I am satisfied that
there will be but one voice in tris House
in recoguition of the fact that these mat-
lers merit our most serious attention,
both from the magnitude of the interests
which they involve, and from the excep-
tional circumstanzes in which they are
brought before us.  The satisfaction ex-
pressed by Iis Ixcellency at having
been chosen for our Governor cannot
certainly exceed the pleasure which we
have all felt at his appointment. Be-
longing to one of the most illustrious
families of  Great Britain, strong in the
experience acquired in the English House
of Parliament, he will do honour to the
noble name of Argyll in the eminent
position to which Le has been called.
Assuredly, the Imperial suthority could
not be better represented than by him,
who has approached nearer to the British
throne than any other subject of our
gracious Sovereign.  French Canadians
hailed his nomination with special re-
Jjoicing, and they have not forgotten, nor
will they forget, the flattering appre-
ciation which he has shown of the part
they have played in the civilization of
this continent.  “ Nowhere,” the Mar-
quis of Lorne has said, “is the senti-
ment of loyalty more real, and more
deeply seated, than among the French
Canadians, who enjoy the equality of the
laws, the justice and the Government of
Great Britain.” Yes, we saw by this
noble language that we were to have
a suceessor of  the Bagots,
the Elgins and the Dufferins, three
names that will be inscribed in our his-
tory in letters of gold, and whose
memory will remain engraved in all
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Canadian hearts. Mr. Speaker, the arri-
val in our midst of a daughter of our
Queen is a sovial and political event,
whose importance can scarcely be esti-
mated. More .than once we have had
occasion to offer our homage to members
of the reigning house, but now, for the
first time in our history, Royalty itself,
in the person of a Princess of the Blood,
allies its destinies to our own. Inherit-
ing, from her angust Mother, the virtues
and noble qualities that have shed so
much lustre on the Crown, deriving also
from her noble father his love of the fine
arts, and his lively interest in works
of intellect and charity, Her Royal
Highness will exercise, without doubt,
the most beneficent influence upon our
people.  She will find here neither titles
nor distinctions, nor the splendours of a
Court ; she will find here a social state
very different from that of the old world;
but will also find loyal subjects of Her
Majesty, and spirited sons of toil. Thus
is partially realized the dream of those
who, at the time of the establishment of
Confederation, believed they were laying
the foundations of a kingdom, over
which, later on, a noble scion of the
House of Brunswick should be called to
preside. Thus we have one of those
happiest strokes of that wise policy
which, under the inspiration of a great
statesman, Lord Beaconsfield, has suc-
ceeded in strengthening the colonial tie,
and in testifying, emphatically, that the
preservation and development of the pos-
sessions beyond the sea are intimately
bound up with the present and fature of

England.  Mr. Spezker, if a cele-
brated warrior could, in this ecen-
tury, distribute crowns to  his
family by the sole right of the

strongest, or of genius, the Queen of
Great Britain might with more justice
entrust to her children the duty of vepre-
senting her in those vast regions on
which the sun never sets—regions peo-
pled by two hundred millions of subjects
of all cclours, races and religions, and
where are planted and are rapidly taking
root those noble institutions which make
the English colonies, to use the expres-
sion of Lord Grey, “so many free and
happy Englands.” His Excellency has
spoken to us of the warm welcome given
the representatives of Her Majesty by
all classes of society ; these early ovations,
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I am sure, are the forerunners of demon-
strations not less cordial which await
them wherever they go, from Charlotte-
town to Vancouver. Alas, Mr. Speaker,
that a sudden and painful bereavement
should have plunged the representatives
of our Sovereign in affliction so very
soon after the Urilliant demonstrations
which heralded their arrival! Eve
cruel, Death spares none, neither rank,
youth, nor even goodness itself. The
untimely decease of the Princess Alice
has preduced the most paintul emotion
among the Canadian subjects of Her Ma-
jesty, who had learned to respect her
name. They knew how much more that
loss would be felt by our gracious Sover-
eign who, having known great joys in
the course of a long and illustrious reign,
has also experienced great sorrows. His
Excellency, Mr. Speaker, has congratu-
lated us on the successes we obtained =
the great International Exposition at
Paris; successes which gave other nations
a high opinion of our intellectual, in-
dustrial, and agricultural advance-
ment. His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales, who acted 2s President of the
English section, showed a most lively in-
terest in us, in facilitating the work of
our Commissioners, thus acquiring new
claims to the gratitude of the Canadian
people. That exhibition, so suitable for
making known the importance of our
resources, should assist the measares
taken by the Government for the esta-
blishment of ‘more satisfactory commer-
cial relations with France, Spain, and
their respective colonies.  France, obser-
ving here more than a million of her
children, cannot forget that Canada was
formerly New-France, and that she las
left on our soil impressions and memories
which time cannot obliterate. 'We must
open new channels for our commerce and
industries, and every step that is
Excellency can take in the direction of a
result so desirable, will receive from us
the most favourable consideration. We
have been glad to learn, Mr Speaker,
that our claims against the United
“States for the use of our fisheries have
finally been settled in a satisfactory man-
ner. No one acquaintel with the
value of our fisheries in the Gulf
of Baint Lawrence, and on our mari-
time coasts, will pretend for a moment
that the sum of five million dollars is
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excessive compensation for the privileges
granted. The measures vigorously taken
by the Government to prohibit tempora

rily the importation of live cattle from
the United States, are entitled to the
thanks and congratulations of this hon-
ourable House. The effect has been to
increase the confidence that exists in
England, in our determination to protect
the country against the introduction of
those destructive epidemics which have
ravaged the herds of Kurope. His Lx-
cellency informs us that a law will be
introduced relative o the census, and
providing for the collection of special
statistics, also for the modification
of existing laws vregulating certain
Depurtments of the Public Aaministra-
tion. I would mention specially tho
amendment of the Acts respecting stamps,
the improvement of the Weights and Mea-
sures Act, the creation of a national sys-
tem of life insurance, changes in the
management of the Federal lands, the
Mounted Police, and Indian affairs.  All
these reforms deserve comment, did 1 not
prefer to pay particularatteution to other
portions of the Speech from the Throue.
Mr. Speaker, the House is happy to learn
that energetic steps will be taken to push
on the work of our transcontinental rail-
way. Alrveady,the Intercolonial isin {ull
operation, and has created an extensive
trade between the Maritime Provinces
und the rest of the country. It has ab-
sorbed many millious, and to-day every-
body recognizes the immense advantages
which will result therefromn.  Only a few
days ago the Erst train of the North Shore
Railway traversed the Ottawa region,
effecting an entire revolution in the faci-
lities for trausport in the Province of
Quebee, and constituting an importani
link in our great natioual route. The
Pacific Railway enterprise, which is to
unite zll our lines of communication in
a vast uninterrupted network, extending
from ozean to ocean, caunot be accom-
plished without enormous expense; but
we lave reason to hope that the states-
men who contributed to establish Confe-
deration—aided by those who, trained in
their school, preserve its tradition—who
have constructed the Intercolonial, built
the Victoria Bridge—one of the wonders
of the world—enlarged our canals, exe-
cuted almost all our admirable system of
public improvements, will Le able to con-
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duct to a successful completion the
gigantic work without imposing on
our population too hkeavy burdens,
“The future isin the west,” exclaimed Jef-
ferson in the United States in 1818.
That prophecy must have encountered
unbelievers, hut it has been realised in
an astonishing manner.  Well, Mr.
Speaker, it is my firm conviction that
more than one honourable member of this
House will probably see the day when
Manitoba, Keewatin, British Columbia,
and the other Provinces which are to be
carved out of the solitary regions of our
great West—the famous “uppercountry ”
of our pioneers—will challenge our pre-
ponderance in the Union. Already an
important part of our population is set-
ting out to take possession of the fertile
prairies of the Red River, and, before
long,of the Saskatchewan. We seein
operation here the same economic pheno-
mena which in the United States depopu-
lates New England for the benefit of the
‘West. Manitoba has already begun to ex-
port her cereals, and her incomparable
wheat willbefoundhereafterin alithemar-
kets of the worid. The commercial and
agricultural progress and growth of our
young Province will be considerably
hastened by the recent construction of
the Pembinu Railway, giving a rapid
communication with the civilized world.
But the Government have understood
the necessity of binding at the earliest
moment our North-West and Take
Superior, so that that region may di-
rectly pour its produets into Canadian
territory, and the country will learn, with
profound satisfaction, that this branch
will soon be in full course of construc-
tion. The Puacific Railway, Mr. Speaker,
will be the best engine of colonisation in
these immense solitudes, by drawing in
its train, a3 by magie, thousands of
emigrants, and the duy is not distant
when the bhunting grounds cf the
buffalo and antelopes will hecome
vast  cultivated  flelds  supporting
innumerable herds of domestic ani-
mals. On the shores of our great
lakes, real inland seas, will arise great
cities rivalling St. Paul, Milwaukee and
Chicago; and these watery wastes which
have hitherto borne only the frail Lark
canoe of the Indian, will be furrowed by
thousands of vessels freighted with the
products of that inexhaustible region.
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Then, when borue on the wings of steam,
the locomotive will climb the Rocky
Mountains, and make its powerful voice
heard for the first time in the pine
forests of British Columbia,~—among the
distaut electors represented by the right
honourable the leader of the Government.
‘We shall then be able to congratulate our-
selves upon having established Confedera-
tion upon a solid basis, secured its com-
mercial independence, and executed the
most gigantic work that a people of our
numbers ever had the boldness to con-
ceive and still more the good fortune to
accomplish. We shall then have com-
pleted an enterprise whose effects upon
the commerce of the world it is difficult
to foresee, for we shall have constructed
the shortest route between Europe and
Asia; we shall then have realised the
dream of Christopher Columbus, of Jac-
ques Cartier, and many other discoverers,
and, pursuing thelr idea, we shall have
reached, marching always towards the
West, that ancient Orient whose riches,
ever coveted by Euvopeans, constitute
so Jarge a portion of the wealth and
power of England. Yes, this voad s
an importance nct confined to Canada,
but extending to the commercial interests
of the Mother Country, who canuot well

refuse to aid us in its execution. More
ihan thirty years ago, Lord Bury
exclaimed, in the English Parlia-

ment : “Qur commerce in the Pacific
Ocean with China, Japan and Tndia,
must eventually pass through our North
American Provinces. In any case,” he
added, “we shall have lost our commer-
cial supremacy the day when we neglect
this important consideration; and, if we
fail to eultivate the physical advantages
which that country offers us, we shall de-
serve our fate.” Mr. Speaker, if, turn-
ing our eyes from these encouraging pros-
pects, we come to regard the actual con-
dition of the country, the picture which
presents itself to our view is far from
satisfactory. The Speech from the Throne,
so lately but the eche of our prosperity,
announces a considerable deficit in our
public revenue. Our commerce is para-
Iysed, our industries are languishing, our
labouring classes are without work, pre-
perty has fallen enormously in valuve, in
fact everybody is suffering from an un-
exampled depression in intepsity and
duration. Tt is important, then, to re-
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establish the equilibrium in our budget,
to practice the most rigid economy con-
sistent with the efficiency of the Public
Service, to create a healthier revenue to
meet our obligations, and to employ ali
the means afforded bya wise and judicious
iegislation and administration to restore,
at the earliest moment, the comfort and
prosperity of former days. A remoadel-
ling of the tariff has become necessary,
and His Excellency announces that it
will be done in a way to protect our
youthful industries. To encourage us in
this path we have the example of the ad-
vantageous results of the tariff of 1859 ;
we have the example of almost all com-
munities who believe that of all policies
the best is that which before all things
else protects the national interests; we
have the example of Germany adopt-
ing the system which saved France after
her recent disasters; and we shall soon,
perhaps, have the example of England

abandoning the application of an
economical system by  which she
has  profibed, but  which appears,
even for her, to have had itstime. Mr.

Speaker, the country expects that this
remodelling will be done in a protective
sense.  Our agricultural and industrial
classes, understanding the sohidarity of
their interests, have proncunced their
vpinion on this peint with an ensemble
which has surprised everybody. In short,
the solemn verdict of the 17th of Septem-
ber last demands, among other things, a
policy truly national, broad and enlight-
ened, which will promote and develop
the resources of our great Confederation.
However discouraging the present situa-
tion may be, Mr. Speaker, there is,
nevertheless, no reason to despair. The
clouds of adversity will pass away, and
the dawn of better days cannot be fur off.
‘With the new impulse given to our in-
dustry, the constraction of our railways,
the creation of new markets for our com-
mierce, we shall very soon resume the
agcendunt march of past years. Being
one of the most important countries in
the' extent of our territory; possessing
an m‘xposing wmerchant marine, possessing
the finest natural communications, pos-
sessing fisheries unrivalled in the would
—whose importance my honourable col-
league the member for Gaspé knows so
well how to describe,—possessing a fertile
soil, covered with magnificent forests,
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and containing great and varied mineral
wealth, we have nothing to envy in thosc
countries most favoured by nature. Let
me quote the words upon this subject of
an American statesman, Mr. Seward :
“T see in British America a region vast
enough to contain an empire. Its im-
mense wheat fields in the west, its enor-
mous chains of mountains, its inexhaust-
ible forests—the richest of the North-—
its precious fisheries, its mineral deposits,
still unexplored, all this proves to me
the possession of the elements of
weaith. I find its inhabitants bold,
energetic, and moulded by English
Jiberty.” "We have also reached a high
degree of civilization, and we have only
to contemplate the number of onr
steeples, of our churches, of our educa-
tional institutions, and of our asylums for
all classes of the unfortunate, to under-
stand that we do not measure real pro-
gress by the number of owr factories,
and that we believe in the intervention
of Providence in the affairs of men. Wu
appreciate, in the highest degree, the ad-
vantages of education, and our system of
instruetion is not surpassed by that of
any other country. We are descended,
Mz, Speaker, from some of the strongest
races in the world ; we bLave preserved
intact their finest traditions of glory and
of virtue ; if the same blecod does not
course in our veins, we are united by
the same sentiments of noble emula-

tion for our mnational advancement ;
we are growing and multiplying
far removed from the wars

and tumults which desclate and over-
turn so many other countries,—ready,
however, to defend with our lives the
soil of our ancestors ; we live under the
protection of the mildest and most just
of political systems-—sacred palladivin of
our liberties, of which we shall never
permit with impunity the slightest vio-
lation ; and it depends wpon us alone to
build up on this portion of the continent
a vigorous and fleurishing nation if we
only know how to profit by the advantages
which an allwise Providence has abun-
dantly showered upon us. A great res-
ponsibility rests upon us, the representa-
tives whom the country has chosen to
direct its affairs, and this responsibility
derives additional importance from the
exceptional circumstances of the present
bour. But, Mr. Speaker, notwithstand-
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ing the enormous difficulties which beset
the situation, I do net doubt that the
wisdom and experience of the advisers of
His Excellency, and the trustful and en-
lightened devotion of the leading bodies
in the country,—1 do not doubt, I say,
that this wisdom, this experience, aided
by this confidence, will overcome the
evils of the present and render the {uture
as prosperous as has been the past.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Mr. Speaker,
apart from all party considerations,
gentlemen on both sides of the ouse
ought to be gratified at the accession

to the debating talent of the Fouse
and, therefore, for this reason, 1
moved

congratu.ate the members who
and seconded the Address. The Address
contains compuratively little to invite
comment of a controversial character, us,
following the usuul practice which has
prevailed for many years in Canada, and
for a long time in England, it appears to
be so constructed as 1ot {0’ ‘commitany per-
son to any principle which the Govern-
ment may desire to have caurried into
cffect by legislation during the Session,
and I shall not, therefore, cuter upon
any controversy regarding any of the
subjects which to be made the
objects of  legislation  daring  the
current Session.  With regard to the
passage of the Speech on the advent
of a mnew  Governor-General and
Her Royal Highness the Princess
Louise, 1 cordizlly agree in the remarks
of those gentlemen. I do not hLowever,
believe with the mover of the address,
that their advent will add to the loyalty
and patriotism of the people, because
they do mot require any stimulant to
add to their loyalty and patriotism ; but
we are glad that Her Majesty has been
pleased to have given her personal sanc-
tion to such un appointment as has
brought amongst us so illustrious a person-
age as the daughter of the Queen. I am
sure that every one in Canada will vie
with one another in doing her
honour, as well as ler illustrious hus-
band the Governor-General,and I am
sure that all believe that His Excellency
the Governor-General will discharge the
high and onerous duties devolving upon
him with that perfect iwmpartiality and
independence of character which havechar-
acterised his family, and which form the
proper domain of every Governor-General
Mr. Tasse.

are
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who rules over this country. I cannot say
more than that on this subject, because
it is unnecessary to enlarge upon such a
topic, where all agree in devotion to the
illustrious Queen of the realm, and in
anything that confers additional honour
upon us, we will be glad to taks a part
or a share in accomplishing. T was a
little amused that the hon. gentleman
whomoved the Address should have gone
a little out of bis way—and I think it is
the only point in which he went out of
his way—to eulogize the hon. the Premier
for his part in negotiating the Washington

Treaty. Well, 1 presume that living in
Prince Edward Island he was not aware
of the actual facts respecting that
treaty. I have mno doubt that my

hon. friend is quile ignorant of the all
but universal condemnation which that
treaty met with ; of the entire
ne"legt of Canadian interests in connec-
tion with that treaty, and that if a pro-
per award has been obtained by the
cfforts of the late Administration, it is
not beeause of the wisdom of the tr-aty,
but in spite of it. However, Sir, 1
will join with bhim in congratulation
that the subject of the Speech as ro-
gards the fisheries, has leen closed in a
manner satisfactory to the people of
Canada ; and I may congratulate the late
Administration upon their anxiety that
these negotiations should be conducted
by Canadiuns, and not by any English
diplomat. 1t is the first occasion, I be-
lieve, upon which any great sx.l{;mt of
this kind has been dealt With purely by
Canadian hands, and the result shows
that Canadians are quite equal to any or-
dinary ewmergency in diplomacy, as weil
as any DBritish statesmen themselves
could be. I regret, Sir, in com-
mon with the hon. gentleman who
has moved the Address, the recent
difficulty concerning the cattle trade, but
I am not able to congratulate uncondi-
tionally the Government upon the recont
order ; but I am willing to have it be-
lieved,and to believe myself, that the order
for the prohibition of American cattle
coming in Canada was issued in the belief
that it was the best thing to be done.
1t was a cause of rome difficulty beyond all
doubt, but the prohibition acts in several
ways. 1t may prevent disease coming
into the country ; but it, at the some time,
prevents the importation of cattle which
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our feeders require for the purpose of
preparing for a more extensive exporta-
tion. It also deprives two of our great
lines of railway of a vast amount of
freight which they would otherwise carry
to Atlantic ports. I have only to express
wmy hope that the Government will eur-
nestly consider whether any alteration
or amelioration of that order caa be
made such as will at once ensure
safety for the trade and for the
health of the cattle of Canada, and
not injure the interest to which I have
referred. It is, undoubtedly, as has
been stated, one of the most important
branches of our commerce at the present
time, and anything tending to check the
growth of sueh a great business must
have, under the present circumstances
especially, a most injurious effect upon
the agricultural prosperity of the country.
With regard to the measures taken, or
proposed to be taken, or both, I believe
—for I observe that a commission has
been seat to some parts of Europe, and it
is, I presume, proposed to take some
further measures—to increase the trade
with France and Spain, that is a matter
which gave the recent Administration a
good deal of anxiety, and which they
considered with very great care ; and I
can only say that, if the present Admin-
istration can find any method by which
the natural trade of those countries can
be diverted to Canada, and Canadian
trade to these countries, such measures
not only have our concurrence, but our
most cordial support. It is one of those
mnatters that require the united action
of this Legislature, and s such will, of
course, receive all the support we can
give it. 1In that connection I am happy
to congratulate my hon. friend who
moved the Address upon the change of
policy which he has announced with
regard to himself. 1 was delighted to
hear that for the future he is to put his
country first and his party afterwards.
That.is such a complete right-about-face
on his part, that T am glad he mentioned
it, because I am very much pleased in
having him as a convert to a doctrine
which, on this side of the House, we have
always believed in. We havea paragraph,
Sir, which T am somewhat ata loss to
understand, concerning the construction
of the Pacific Railway. There are gentle-

men on the opposite side, and when I
9
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come to discuss that question upen its
merits, I shall probably refer to the views
of several hon. gentlemen;butI will merely
say that there are gentlemen there who
denounced the late Government for
spending so much money upon this rail-
way ; and there are gentlemen therc
who denounced the late Administration
for not proceeding faster with that rail-
way ; and now, Sir, it seems that they are
taking up exacily the line which the late
Administration took. I presume that
there is no instance on record where so
much work was done in constructing a
railroad through an unsettled and un-
known country as was done during the
last four years. Thereis no instance, [
say, on record where so much was done
in prosecuting the initial part of such an
enterprise. ~We construeted that line
with the particular view that everything
was to be subordinated to the one con-
dition, that it was not to increase the
existing rate of taxation in the country,
and I am glad to see that hon. gentle-
men opposite are also to proceed speedily,
as they say, but, at the same time, with
a due regard to the financial capacities of
the country. So far there seems to be no
difference of opinion, but we are told
here that they shall proceed with the
work in such a manner as to meet the
reasonable expectations of British Colum-
bia. This is a diplomatic sentence. [t
may imply that all their expectations are
reasonable, or it may mean that, if they
are reasonable, their expectations will be
realized. Perhaps the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Government will tell us
whichis the interpretation to be put on
these words. I am beund to say, Bir,
we have not found hitherto that the ex-
pectations of our friends fiom British
Columbia were of the most moderate
character. Perhaps the hon. member for
Victoria knows exactly what is the nature
of those expectations.

S JOHN A, MACDONALD:
There are two of us.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Of course, the
hon. member for Victoria must know pre-
cisely what he and his constituents expect
—that is, if he is the member, of which
there is some reasonable doubt, I believe.
He willatall eventsknow what the reason-
able expectations are. I have only to say
that I shall await with the greatest pos-
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sible anxiety and expectation, the course
which the Government have to propose
when their policy is brought down; and I
trust that within a very few days, if not
to-day, we shall have laid before us the
tenders which have been received for the
<onstruction, and which, of course, can-
not be given out to contract without the
sanction of this House, according to law.
1 would like, also, that the hon. gentle-
man would tell us why it is necessary to
pass a Census Act two years in advance ?
Under a previous Ministry and a very
diligent Minister of Agriculture, Mr.
Dunkin, it was thought quite sufficient
to pass the Act a year previous. Is it
possible that hon. gentlemen opposite
mnean, by passing the Act two yearsin ad-
vance, to commence operations at once,
and have a staff of employés engaged for
two yeals in preparing for what ought to
be done in a few months ? T cannot im-
agine that this is the case,and I presume,
it is by mistake intended to pass an Act
and to commence operations a year earlier
than usual. As to obtaining vital statis-
tics in connection with this measure,
that is a subject so great in its propor-
tions, and one which has occupied the
attention of the House so much on pre-
wious occasions, that I shall not venture
to discuss it now, except by saying that,
if the Finance Minister imagines that in
a time of stringent accounts, when money
is scarce, and the revenue not coming up
to our expectations, he is to impose a
vast system of collection of statistics
upon the country, it must be at a very
heavy expense indeed. We know that
the Province of Ontario has already a
very complete system for collecting
criminal statistics. It may be perfected
to a greater extent perhaps, but such
a8 it is, it bas been in operation for
some time, and I am not aware that it
has failed to give satisfaction. It isa
measure prepared by the late Minister
of Justice, Mr. Blake. With regard
to the departmental arrangements
promised, I shall not enter into any
discussion further than to express a
different opinion to the hon. gentlemen
who moved the Address as to the Depart-
ment to be divided. That I shall discuss

at length when the measure is
fairly before us. I  shall say
nothing about it ncw. As  to

emigration and the hon. gentleman’s -
MR. MACKENZIE,
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marks upon it, T entirely agree with him,
and I am glad to ascertain that he has
been put up by the present Administra-
tion to express himself as he has done.
It has always been our view that immi-
gration to this country should be pro-
moted as much as possible, but for the
last three years, when there was a
surplus of clerical and artizan labour
and the lower classes of labour in the
cities and towns, the late Government
felt they would not be justified in pro-
moting that particular kind of immigra-
tionto Canada ; and in 1875, Mr. Jenkins,
then acting as Agent-General in Lon-
don, was so instructed, and circulars were
issued at that time to the agents in Europe.
We were, nevertheless, accused by hon.
gentlemen opposite of having brought
people into the country at a time when
many of our own people were out of em-
ployment. We endeavoured to direct the
attention of our immigration agents in
Europe to the introduction of the agri-
cultural class, those who might fairly
be expected to go on the land and till
it, and produce something which would
sustain themselves and increase the trade
of the country. Any measures which
have for their immediate object the
immigration of that class into tho
country will, as a matter of course,
receive our cordial support.  The
hon. gentleman made a very true
remark indeed in discussing(this subject ;
he referred to the share that immigra-
tion had in creating prosperity, and he
remarked besides that it was unreasonable
to expect any Government to create pros-
perity in the country. Well, Sir, the
contrary view is the very thing that
hon. gentlemen opposite and their friends
have been circulating as their opinions
for the last two years. They declared
that the late Government could have
created prosperity by legislation, but
I am glad to find that they now find they
cannet procure prosperity by legislation.
The question of life assurance is one
which can only be discussed in a very
careful manner. In connection with the
immediate object, that is, to obtain money
for the Government, thatis a question
that I admit to be one fairly open
to discussion, and 1 am mnot at all
satisfied, at the present moment, of the
wisdom of entering into a general policy
of this character, and as it is one, as I
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bave said, which iz falrly cven to dis-
cussion, it will be discussed by us,
1 can say, with perfeet Impartiality,
with a view to accomplish the objects
hest fitted to promote the prosperity of
the country ; but I doubt very wmuch
that the hon. the Minister of Finance
will be able to place any great dependence
on this as « means of meeting his obli
gations by borrowing money. I was
somewhat interested to-day, and on the
day Parliament met, to know to what
extent hon. gentlemen opporite would al-
lude inthe Speech to the severe depression
which has pussed over the country. We
were told, during the election, and during
the last Session, that all that was wanted
to check the tide of adversity which had
been sweeping over the country for the
Jast  four or five years was a
change of Administration, and we
were gravely told that if there was a
change of Administration, in consequence
of the general election, the prices of
stocks would immediately rise ; and I ob-
served, Sir, in a speech made by the hou.
gentlemen at the head of the Govern-
ment some weeks after the election, he
referred to this matter, and ealled upon
his audience, which I suppose must have
heen a very intelligent one, to mark the
great increase in the price of bank stocks
and shares which had taken place.
The hon. gentleman was apparently
ignorant that these stocks had shrunk in
value by over 25 per cent.; that the
shrinkage, from the date of the election
down to the time that the hon. gentle-
man spoke, had swept away from ten to
twelve millions of the banking capital of
the country, if it had all been realised
upon at that time. This was then the
condition of affairs, Sir, and, instead of
there being a reaction in this way, pro-
ducing prosperity, a prosperity that we
all could have rejoiced in—because, Sir,
the late Administration, adopting the
wisest measure which they believed they
could adopt,in order to meet the existing
cireumstances, did not succeed in check-
ing that depression. And if, Sir, the
advent of a new Administration, and the
proclamation ot a new policy was to have
produced prosperity, of course we would
all have participated and rejoiced in that
prosperity. But, instead of that, there
has been an actual descent from a great
to a still greater depression, and, instead
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y of the hon. gentleman’s views annoanced
|in a hall in this city beiug correct, they

were most grossly incorrect.  For, of
course, I must assume, and take it for
granted, that the hon. gentleman had
never looked at the prices of stocks from
the time of the election nntil that day.
I have only further to add now, that T
entirely agree with the closing remarks
made by the hon. member for Queen’s
in his expression of opinion that it would
be desirable, in conducting our political
discussions, to forget all acerbity of feel-
ing and all bitterness of speeck. I am
delighted to hear the hon. gentleman
propound that and several other views
to which I bave already adverted, and T
am sure that he "will find an echo
amongst his new friends in the west on
this his first advent to the Dominion
Parliament, in the propagation of several
of the views to which he has given
utterance to-day. 1 have only to say,
further, Sir, that in discussing all the
matters  which are referred to in the
Speech, we will not have any serious
amount c¢f Ilabour The hon. gen-
tlemman at the head of the Gov-
ernment has, during the last few
years, been constantly speaking from
the desk which I now oceupy, call-
ing the atcention of the House to the
small bill of fave which was presented.
I as frequently stated that my Adminis-
tration did not propose te make the
Queen’s Speech, or the Governor-Gene-
ral’'s Speech, a mere bill to announce
what was to be done througliout the

Scssion, but to announce certain meas-

ures which should occupy the at-
tention of the House, while most
of the husiness to be done would
probably mnot find a place in
the Speech at all.  But I must assume
that the hon. gentleman thought differ-
ently, and T must protect him against
himself. He maintained, on this side of
the House, that it was necessary that
everything should be foreshadowed in
the Speech that was intended to be done.
He iusisted on the full bill of fare, and
on having all the articles npon it. And
is this all the bill we are to have before us
now ? A Billtoamendthe Starap Act,a Bill
to amend Weights and Measures, a Bill
to amend the Dominion Lands Act, and
another to amend the Mounted Police
Act, another Post Office Act, and some
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amendments concerning the Indians.
And these six measures are positively

all, these petty amendments to
six existing statutes are positively
the entire bill of fare that the
hon. gentleman has presented. I do

not allude to this for the purpose of ex-
posing the paucity of the measures and
their comparative insignificance. I
wish to call the attention of the hon.
gentleman to his wunreasonable expecta-
tions, and his unreasonable demands on
previous occasions. The measures to
be submitted, I have no doubt, are not
ull here, but we had a right to expect
from the manner in which they an-
nounced their policy, that new measures
of more than ordinary = consequence
would be mentioned in the Speech.
1 am sure, Sir, that, considering the
hon. gentlemen’s promises, considering
the hon. gentlemen’s speeches during the
elections, the measures which, above all,
are demanded to fulfil the reasonable
expectations of his supporters are not
contained in this Speech.

Sik JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
cannot in any way object to the manner in
which the hon. the leaderof the Opposition
—and allow me to congratulate him on
his position in this respect—has criticised
the Speech. Indeed, I am very much re-
lieved by it. I have heard it said that
that hon. gentleman announced that it was
his duty for the next five years to make
the hon. gentlemen on this side of the
House as uncomfortable as possible. But
I can assure the hon. gentleman that,
from his kindness of heart, his speech did
not at all render us uncomfortable on this
occagion. I can agree with him in the
just compliment he made to the mover
and seconder of the resolutions {to-day.
‘Whether they belong to the one side or
the other, as the hon. gentleman truly
said, it is of great importance to the
country, of great importance to this
House, that the representative men in
the House should present as much talent
as the country can sapply. I would
agree with the hon. gentleman in that
respect that, from the manner in which
the mover and seconder addressed them-
selves to their duties to-day, this House
and the country have reason to be satis-
fied with the substantial parfiamentary
ability which they have displayed. But,
while the hon. gentleman paid a due

Mg. MACKENZIE.
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meed of praise to the mover and seconder
of these resolutions, he forgot himself for
a moment, and without the usual parlia-
mentary courtesy, he charged the hon.
gentleman with ignorance, said that the
member for Queen’s lived in a far off
place, somewhere in Prince Edward

Island, and added that he could
not possibly know anything about
the Washington Treaty. 1 think if

there 1is a population in the whole
Dominion interested in the Washington
treaty, it is the people of Prince Edward
Island,and I believe that island has gained
as much as,if not more than any other part
of the Dominion by that much maligned
treaty. The hon. gentleman said, with
respect to that treaty,that the mover was
ignorant of the universal condemnation
that the Washington Treaty had received
from the country. All that I can say is
—that that treaty with all its faults was
submitted to the Parliament of Canada
and to the representatives of the people
of Canada in the year 1872, and that it
received the support of the representa-
tives of the people by a very large majo-
rity, a majorivy of sixty-six in this House.
And the hon. gentleman will be glad to-
be reminded that, among those who
supported that treaty were some of
the most prominent members of the
party of which he was the head. I
was not prepared for the compliment that
was paid to me by my hon. friend as
being in some respects connected with the
formation of that treaty, but I remember
perfectly well that when this speciality
of the treaty, the fishery question, was.
before this House, and when the question
was discussed as to what pecuniary com-
pensation the Dominion should receive
for the fishing privileges given to the
Americans, the hon. gentleman said in
this House that he viewed with loathing
the idea of accepting money for our rights
in these fisheries, the Dominion or terri-
torial rights. We all can remember that.
But that hon. gentleman,when he changed
his place from being a member of the
Opposition to being the head of
the Government, he very properly
took all possible steps to bring that
loathed article of the treaty into success-
ful operation, and he succeeded and the
award was made, and he has a right to
credit for it. The hon. gentleman is
exactly in the position of Vespasian,
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who levied a base, obscence tax, to which
his son Titus objected. “Obh,” said
Vespasian, ¢ that is nothing; the tax
rnoney does not smell; there is nothing
wrong about that.” The hon. gentle-
man, although he loathed the very idea
of taking money, took every pos-
sible step to collect the money, and it
has come at a very opportune moment,
a moment when, thanks to the finan-
cial skill of the gentlemen opposite,
the money was very much needed.
WWith respect to the order about cattle, I
cuite agree with the hon. gentleman
that it operates in some respects
disadvantageously. It certainly interferes
with the transit trade. But we had the
choice of two evils. We were all aware
that a panie existed in England, and of
the resolve of the Board of Trade in
England to put the Animal Contagious
Diseases Act into full effect. We were
informed of that, and we knew that, if
we did not take the step at once, we
would have been scheduled—to use a
technical expression —as the United
States were scheduled; that Canada would
have been at once placed side by side
with the United States, and all the
cattle going from Canada and the United
Htates would be slaughtered at the place
of import into England. And, therefore,
we would have had to give up that
trade, which has grown to be of such im-
portance, even though in its infancy,'if
we had not taken the steps we did. I
agree with the hon. gentleman that it is
of tmportance that that prohibition should
exist for as short a period as possible.
1 fancy the panic will soon pass away in
England. We know the energy of the
American Government in the matter,
and I believe their energy is now being
displayed in preventing the spread of
?he disease of pleuro-pneumonia, and
1 proving that it is limited to a small
aistrict of the United States. I believe
that the United States Government are
taking the most active steps for the pur-
1ose of stamping out the disease, and of
putting that portion of the country where
the disease exists under quarantine,so that
ere long the direct trade in live cattle be-
tween the United States and England
will be revived. So soon as that is done,
we will only be too happy, as everyone
knows, to repeal the Order in Coun-
cil, and to restore the transit trade,
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which is of se much importance to the
country. With respect to the clause
about the negotiations with Spain and
France for the development of our trade
with those countries, the hon. gentleman
bas spoken as any independent statesman
ought to speak on that subject. I have
no doubt that he and his Government con-
sidered that fully during the period
when they were charged with the
special responsibility of considering
sach subjects. We, of course, on
assuming the reins of power, took
up that subject as welll Tt is of
great importance that this countryshould
find large and increasing avenues for our
foreign trade, and I am glad to inform
you, Sir, that we have not beenaltogether
unsuccessful. I am glad to inform you, in
a general way, that the Government of
France have received our overturesin the
most gracious and kindly spirit,that they
are inclined to reciprocate in every possi-
ble way, and that they are inclined to
admit our ships and many other articles
under the ¢ most favoured nation” elause.
If that clause is continued in the com-
mercial treaty between England and
France, that will involve our ships being
transferred in France on paying a duty
of two francs per ton instead of forty
franes ; in other words, it will restore
the shipbuilding trade to its wonted
prosperity in a very great degree. The
French Government have received our
propositions very favourably. Of course
corresponding concessions on our part

must be given in the way of a
reduction of the duties on French
wines. That matter is to be submitted

by the Frencl: Government to the Cham-
ber of Deputies in a few days—I believe
to-morrow.  Of course it is impossible
for us to know, and perhaps for the
French Governinent to say, what change
will be made ; but, at all events, so far as
the Government is concerned, they have
met us more than half-way. I may say
that Spain has also expressed a desire to
develop trade bhetween Canada and the
Spanish Colonies, Cuba and Porto-
Rico principally, and they have
asked themselves that the powers
of our Commissioners should be en-
larged so as to embrace the conside-
ration of trade with the Mother Country,
of Spain as well as with her colonies on
this side of the Atlantic. Whether this
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project will eventuaily be successful or
not, it is of course impossible to say now.
England has been negotiating for a com-
mercial treaty with Spain for more than
a year, and hitherto without much suc-
cess ; but T am glad to learn that, prinei-
pally in consequence of the Canadian
Commissioner going to Madrid and
opening up the question of trade with
Canada, the discussion between England
and Spain bas bLeen reopened on the
main question of trade between those
two countries. The hon. gentleman, in
alluding to the speech of my hon, friend
who moved the Address, said he was very
glad to learn that he had made a com-
plete turn-about tace, that he had taken
up the principle of country first and party
afterwards, as if the hon. gentleman had
taken it up for thefirst time. Now we have
always understood that that was the ban-
ner of the Likeral Conservative Party—by
a party, with a party, and for the people ;
we have always understood that the prin-
ciple of the gentlemen opposite was—by a
party, with a party, and for a party. But
it may be that the hon. gentleman thinks
that his party and the people are syno-
nymous. The late election proved that
and more than proved that. We all re-
member the meeting of Englishmen that
Canning described so humorously, when
three tailors met in a back shop in the
east part of London, and commenced an
address with, ¢“ We, the people of Kings-
ton—mno, England.”

Mr. MACKENZIE: We, the people
of Victoria.

Sik JOHN A. MACDONALD : The
hon. gentleman said that his Government
had been denounced in former days by
some gentlemen in the then Opposition,
for not going fast enough with the Pacific
Railway, and that others had denounced
him for going on too fast. Perhaps it may
be found that the policy of the present
(Government and his policy have not been
identical ; but we must agree that, after
the country had been committed so far
as to finish two ends of a railway, we
must finish the wmiddle. And that is
the extent to which this Speech has com-
mitted the present Government to the
policy of the hon. gentleman opposite. 1
forget how many miles there are near
Red River, and bow many near Thunder
Bay, but we all know that there are 185

Sik JouN A. MACDONALD.
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miles in the middle altogether untoucued.
Until that is finished, the two ends are
not of the slightest value whatever. "The
money has been expended, and the interest
is going on.  Omne part of the road runs
into a swamp, and the other part runs
into a wilderness, and, unti]l these two
portions are connected, we shall not
have any line between the lakes
and our  great North — West.
By completing that portion of the road
we shall have every requisite means.
of communication. I have no doubt that
the hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Mac-
kenzie) will assist, as he has promised
to assist, the Government in every
possible way, in completing that link,
and in giving us aroad through Canada to
our great country of the North—~West.
The hon. gentleman says there is some-
thing very dubious and diplomaticin the
phrase ¢ satisfy the reasonable expecta-
tions of British Columbia.” One thing
i clear, the hon. gentleman did not
satisfy the expectations of British Colum-
bia, whether reasonable or unreasonable.
We sought to meet their reasonable ex-
pectations when we were in power
before. ~ We did not then find them
80 very unreasonable. Now that we
are back in power, 1 do not think that
we shall find them more unreasona-
ble- than before. A portion of the
pgople have shown their rationality by
electing myself to represent thein.
It is charged by a very high authority
in the Reform press that I was elected
simply by means of certain pledges
to build this Pacific Railway, to
suit my constituents and British
Columbia in general. Well, the extent
of my communications with British
Columbia was the despatch of three
telegrams to three friends, saying—“1
have been defeated in  Kingston,
and I wish you to elect me for a consti-
tuency in British Columbia.” The an-
swer came over the wires, It shall be
done,” and it was done. The same hon.
gentleman asked if we were serious in in-
troducing a Bill with regard to the census -
two or three years hefore the year of
enumeration. True, it was only in
1870 we introduced the Census Bill for
1871 ; but the shortness of the time
for preparation, then, entailel a great
deal more expense than necessary in
connection with the census. There had
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been a rush of work, which prompted
the amendment in 1871 of the Act of
1870, in several very important particu-
lars. We desire, at present, to save all
the money possible. I believe the last
census cost $500,000. By timely pre-
parations we hope to save a good deal.
The Department of Agriculture is
charged with this special duty, and will
have plenty of opportunity for judicious
rreparations by means of itsown ordinary
machinery and with very slight assistance
by proceeding smoothly and calmly the
coming summer, to make all the requi-
site provisions for a correct and complete
census. It is simply taking time by the
forelock, and avoiding the enormous ex-
pense caused by the hurry in 1871, Of
course the hon. gentleman’'s remarks
respecting the expense of collecting vital
statistics deserve every consideration,
but, mno doubt, the census would
be one-sided without general statistics.
It is quite true, moreover, that criminal
statistics have received a certain de-

gree of attention. Those statisties,
under the present law, would, wno
doubi, prove of very considerable
value. 1t is well to combine all subjects

48 much as possible in gathering statis-
tical information. With the same
machinery wemay get information on all
branches, without which the circum-
stances of any country cannot bo satis-
factorily known. We hope, by certain
provisions, to attain these objects inex-
pensively.  The hon. gentleman (Mr.
Mackenzie) alluded to the subject of im-
migration, and to the fact that his Gov-
ernment had warned the people of Eng-
land against sending out persons and
classes not wanted here.  That action,
perhaps, was well intended, but I think
the manner in which the intention was
carried out in England was exceedingly
unfortunate, because it was so strongly
expressed by the renowned Agent-General
of Canadu at that time. Lt was stated that
Canada was overcrowded, and Australia,
Ne‘w. Zealand and the Cape of Good Hope
published our Agent’s announcements as
& means of inducing emigrants to those
colonies ; they published the fact that
Canada had stated she was full to reple-
tion, and wanted no more emigrants, who
should, therefore, g0 to the Kast and not
to the West ; yet, at the same time, the
expenses of the Emigration Office_of
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the ILondon establishment—were most
considerably increased. The hon. gentle-
man said that he quite agreed with
my hon. friend the mover of the Address
that national prosperity could not be
produced or restored by a Ministry.
Well, T believe the country has shown
that it thought prosperity may be re-
svored by a change of Ministry, and has
changed the Ministry accordingly.
Whether the country possesses good
Jjudgment it is not for me to say. 1 am
bound to believe, however, that it exer-
cised a wise discretion in that regard.
The hon. the leader ot the Opposition
says I announced there would be an im-
mediate rise in the price of everything
the moment we returned to power.
What I did say was that I believed the
late Government had lost the conddence
of the country, and the very fact of a
change of Ministry would restore confi-
dence, and that the first effect would be
seen in a rise of bank and other stocks,
and they did rise. They rose from two
to four per cent. within a week after
the 17th September. At present our
policy is in the future. It rests on

intentions. Now, intentions are very
good, but performance is better. We
hope to perform our intentions.

We intend to perform our pledges.
Nobody moreagrees with the hon. member
for Lambton than myself, in the state-
ment he made on a celebrated occasion,
that the man who, in Opposition, makes
a promise and propounds a policy, and
fails to act upon it when in the Govern-
ment, is little better than n demagogue.
I will accept the name, if we do not carry
out, while in office, the pledges and pro-
mises we held out to the country, in
Opposition. The hon. gentleman ob-
serves that the Speech is a very meagre
bill of fare. But I think ita very fair
bill.  When we deal with the Pacific
Railway, the depression in the country,
the tariff, the re-adjustment, of the fiscal
system of the country, when we propound
a policy which is to relieve the depres-
sion and establish an equilibrumn between
revenue and expenditure—to encourage
our manufactures and all our industries
—1I believe we cannot justly be aceused
of a meagre Dbill of fare. T believe the
hon. gentleman will find it a little too
strong for his digestion. But even were we
liable to the charge of presenting a too
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meagre bill of fare, it might be considered
the object was a due regard to the weak-
ness of his direstion. It was necessary
to give milk to babes. We will keep
the strong meat for the men on this side
of the House. I cannotin any way object
to the tone and manner of the eriticism of
the hon. gentleman opposite. T am glad
‘the Opposition have adopted the English
modern system—a very proper one—of
passing the Address without amendment ;
and when all the various subjects alluded
to in it are dealt with—when the mea-
sures promised are laid before the House,
they and their details can be criticised
with a [ull knowledge, and satisfactory
explanations with regard to the policy of
the Government.

Resolutions agreed to, read the second
Zeme and referred to a Committee,

The Committee reported the following
Address, {lounded on the said resolutions,
which was sead the second time, and
agreed to. :

“To His Excellency the Honourable Sir Jory
DoveLas Svraereanp CaMPBELL (commonly
called the Marquis of Lorne), Knight of the
Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the
Thistle, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis-
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint
George, Governor-General of Canada, and Vice-
Admiral of the same, etc.

+May 1t Prease Your ExceLiexcy i(—

“ We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub-
jects the Commons of Canada in Parliament
assembled, humbly thank Your Excellency for
your gracious Speech at the opening of the
present Session.

¢« We receive with great pleasure Your Excel-
lency’s gracious declaration thatin meeting the
Parliament of Canada for the first time, you
desire to express the gratification you feel at
having been selected by Her Majesty for the
high and important office Your Excellency now
fills, and to assure us of the great satisfaction
with which you now seek our aid and co-opera-
tion.

“We are proud to know, that in acknow-
ledging with profound gratitude the reception
which has been accorded to yourself as Her
Majesty’s representative, Your Excellency is
also commanded by the Queen to convey,
through us, to the people of Canada, Her thanks

Sin Jorx A. MacpoNALD.
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forthe loyal, generous and kindly manner in
which they have welcomed Her daughter.

¢ We learn with great satisfaction that the
contribution of Canadian products and manu-
factures to the great National Exhibition at
Paris, last year, attracted much attention, and
that it is believed it will have a beneficial effect
on the trade of the Dominicen with Europe.
We thank Your Excellency for congratulating
us on the success which, we are well assured,
must, in no small degree, be attributable to the
kind and unceasing exertions of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, as President of
the British section, and for the promise that
the report of the Canadian Commissioners will
be laid before us when received.

“We are well pleased to be informed that
the amount awarded for the Fishery claims,
under the Washington Treaty, has been paid
by the United States, and that Her Majesty's
Government has arranged with Canada and
Newfoundland for their respective shares of the
award ; and that we shall receive with pleasure
the papers on the subject which Your Excel-
lency informs us will be submitted tous.

«We are aware that the important and
rapidly increasing trade between Canada and
England, in live cattle, has been seriously
threatened by the appearance, in various parts
of the United States, of pleuro-pneumonia;
aud that we are glad to know, that in order to
prevent the contagion from spreading to Can-
adaand the consequent interruption of the trade,
Your Excellency has caused an Order to be
issued under “'Phe Animal Contagious Dis-
cases Act, 1869,” prohibiting the importation
or introduction into the Dominion of American
cattle, for a short period. That we entertain
the hope that the disease will be, ere long, ex-
tinguished in the United States,and the neces-
sity for continuing the prohibition removed ;
and that our best attention shall be given to
any amendment of the Act just referred to
which Your Excellency may cause to be sub-
mitted for our consideration.

«YWe are much gratified by the information
that Your Excellency’s Government has com-
menced negotiations, with Her Majesty’s sanc-
tion, for the development of the trade of Can-
ada with France and Spain, and with their
respective colonies, and that Your Excellency
hopes to be able to lby before us the result of
these negotiations during the present Session,

« We thank Your Excellency for the assur-
ance that it is the purpose of your Govern-
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ment to press for the most vigorous prosecu-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway and to
meet the reasonalle expectations of British
Columbia. That we are sensible that, in
currying out this intention, due regard must
¥ had to the financial position of the country,
wad that we aro happy to know that commu-
nication by rail has been effected between
Manitoba and the United States system of
railways, by the junction, at St. Vincent, of
the Pembina Branch of owr railway, with the
$t, Paul and Pacific Railroad, and to learn that
the portion of the main line which extends
from English River to Kcewatin is now being
placed under contract, and will be energeti-
cally pushed to completion in order to secure,
as rapidly as is possible, the connection be-
tween Lake Superior and the great North-
West.

t Any Bill for the amendment and consolida-
tion of the Acts relating to Stamps which may
be gubmitted for our consideration, as well as
any measure amending the Act relating to
‘Weights and Measures, shall receive our best
attention.

“We are aware that the decennial census
must be taken in 1881, and we agree with
Your Excellency in thinking it expedient that
a measure for the purpose should he passed
during the present Session, in order to give
ample time for the preparation of all the pre-
liminary arrangements, and to insgre the
census being taken as accurately and inexpen-
xively as possible, and that in connection with
this subject it may be well to consider the
propriety of providing some means for the
collection and collation of vital, criminal and
weneral statistics.

“We shall not fail respectfully to consider
any Bills which Your Excellency may cause
to be laid before us for the re-arrangement of
some of the Departments of the Government,
and also any measures relating to the survey
and management of the Dominion Lands, to
the Mounted Police, and to the Post Office
Department; for the amendment, in some
particulars, of the laws relating to Indians, or
for the vesting in Her Majesty, for the use of
the Dominion, of certain ordnance and admir-

alty lands in the Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick .

#“ We thank Your Excellency for the assur-
ance that the Estimates for the ensuing year
will be laid before us at an early day, and that
they have been prepared with as much regard
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to economy asis compatible with the efficiency
of the public service.

t'We share the regret expressed by Your
Excellency that the receipts into the Treasury
from ordinary sources continue to be inade-
quate to meet the charges against the Consoli-
dated Revenue; that we agree with Your
Excellency in the opinion that it is not de-
sirable that our finances should longer remain
in this condition; and that we trust, with
Your Excellency, that by the application &f
the strictest economy to the public expendi-
ture, and by the readjustment of the tariff with
the vicw of increasing the rcvenne, and, at the
same time, of developing and encouraging the
various industries of Canada, we shall be
enabled to restore the equilibrium between
revenue and expenditure, and to aid in re-
moving the commercial and financial depres-
sion which unbappily continues to exist; and
that we thank Your Excellency for having
directed that the Public Accounts of the past
financial year shall be laid before us.

«We agree with Your Excellency in think-
ing that as Parliament has recognized the im-
portance of providing for the safe deposit of
the surplus earnings of the people, by arrang-
ing for their being placed with the Govern-
ment at a fair rate of interest, it may be well
for us to consider how far it is practicable to
security and encouragement to
persons who may desire, by an insurance upon
their lives, to make provision for those depen-
dent upon them.

give a like

“ Your Excellency may rest assured that our
best attention. will be given to the important
subjects which you have been pleased to
allude to, and to the general interests of the
country.”

To be presented by Privy Councillors.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Eesolved, That a Special Committee of seven
Members be appointed to prepare and report
Lists of Members to compose the Select Stand-~
ing Committees ordered by this House on the
14th instant; composed of Sir John A. Mac—
donald, and Messrs. Tilley, Tupper, Masson,
Mackenzie, Holton and Laurier.

SUPPLY.

Resolved, That this House will, on Friday
next, resolve itgelf into a Committee, to con-
sider of a Supply to be granted to Her Majesty .

WAYS AND MEANS,

Resolved, That this House will, on Friday
next, resolve itself into a Committee, to con-
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sider of the Ways and Means for raising the
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty .

REPORTS.
Mgr. TILLEY presented,—Puablic Ac-

counts of Cunada,for the fiscal vearended

30th June, 1878,

Mz, BOWELL presented,—Tables of
Trade and Navigation of the Dominion
of Canada, for the fiscal year ending 30th
June, 1878.

Mz. MASSON presented,—Report on
the State of the Militia of the Dominion
of Canada, for the year 1878.

Mgr. TUPPER presented, — Annual
Report of the Minister of Public Works
for the fiscal year, Ist July, 1877, to
30th June, 1878, on the works under
his control.

Mr. BABY presented,—Report, Re-
turns and Statistics of the Inland Rev-
enues of the Dominion of Canada, for the
fiscal year ended 30th June, 1878 ; also,
Report on Adulteration of Food, being
Supplement No. III., to the Report of
the Department of Inland Revenue,
1878.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved
the adjournment of the House.

ROYAL INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY.

QUESTION,

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the Gov-
ernment would lay on the table to-
morrow, copies of the new Royal Instruc-
tions to, and the Commission of, His
Excellency the Governor-General

Sir JOHN A. MAGDONALD : Per-
haps not to-morrow, but immediately.

PACIFIC RAILWAY TENDERS.
QUESTION.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Will the ten-
ders received for the Pacific Railway
called for last summer be laid on the
table—I mean the tenders upon which
the Government propose to act ?

Mr. TUPPER: Tn a short tin‘le

they will be laid on the table of the
House.

[COMMOXS, ]

Business.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The sanction
of the House must be obtained to the
awarding of the contracts. Formerly, as
to those contracts, a special return was
moved in the House. I brought the
lowest tenders down, if the hon. gentle-
man will recollect, and stowed them to
himself and leader.

Mgr. TUPPER: T do not think the
practice of the hon. gentleman ever was
to present tenders hefore the Govern-
ment had decided to whom they were to
be awarded. As I understand the law,
it requires that contracts shall be subject
Lo the approval of the House, the con-
tracts and tenders having been left on
the table. That was the practice, I
think, of the hon. gentlemaun, and the
course sanctioned by the law.

Mr. MACKENZIE : The hon. gen-
tleman is strictly correct as to the re-
quirements of the law. In two cases I
had to anticipate, by getting the authoriz-
ation of the House previously, as action
was to be taken when it was not in ses-
sion. But still, if the House be in ses-
sion, tenders should be laid on the table
in the first place. I do not wish to in-
terfere with the awarvding of the con-
tracts.

House adjourned at
Thirty minutes after
Five o'clock.

HOUSE OF COYXMONS.
Tuesdry, 18th February, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PravERs.
MONTREAL CUSTOM HOUSLE.
MOTION FOR STATEMENT.
Mer. COURSOL moved for a state-

ment giving a complete list of all the
permanent, supernumerary and tempor-
ary employés appointed to the Custom
House of Montreal since the st July,
1877, showing, 1st. The name and age
of each employé ; 2nd. The date of his
appointment ; 3rd. The salary of each
employé ; 4th. The nature of his duties 7
5th. The changes which have occurred,
whether by death, superannuation or
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dismissal, and the causes of such super-
annuation and dismissal, and the new
appointments made during the period
from that date up to the 14th February
instant.

Motion agreed to.

OFFICIAL REPORTING
DEBATES.

MOTION FOR TENDERS.

Mg. ROSS (West Middlesex), moved
for a return of the notices asking for
tenders for reporting and publishing the
Official Debates of this House, together
with copies of all tenders received, and
of all arrangements or contracts entered

OF THE

into for the reporting and publication

of said debates.
Motion agreed to.

REMOVAL OF STEEL RAILS FROM
VANCOUVER ISLAND TO FRAZER
RIVER.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mzr. BUNSTER moved for copies of
all letters of instruction, for the removal
of steel rails from Nunaimo and Esqui-
malt to Frazer River, B.C., and a state-
ment showing the cost of sach removal.
He said he owed it to his constituents
and the Dowinion at large, to make this
motion. The rails were landed in Nan-
aimo in good faith to build the Nanaimo
and  Esquimalt Railway, making
the terminus at Esquimalt, and if
the work had been prosecuted in good
faith, the road would now be in good
running order. When the surveyors ap-
pointed had found the route to be a good
practical one, and were within a mile
of the completion of their survey,
they were ordered away because it was
reported the Island was hostile to the
late Government; and, in order to punish
it, these rails were removed from the
Island to the mainland. This report
was  incorrect. All' the Island
wanted was to support the Government
which would build the road in"good faith.
pr sharp they were in moving those
raﬂs' on the eve of an election,
as if they could not stand a
few months longer there, after having
been there the whole of the previous
year, and now an enormous expenditure
would have to be incurred to bring them

-

-
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back. There was no occasion for the re-
moval of these rarls. It was not acting
in good faith with British Columbia, but
trying to get people annoyed and led
astray as to where the terminus should
be. Esquimalt was the only suitable
harbour. Yt had been recommended by
the engineer, and the Admiral, and was
the one to which commerce pointed, and
hence these rails would have to be
brought back, to build the road between
Esquimalt and Nanaimo. His motion
was a reasonable one, and merited the
consideration of the House.

Mgr. TUPPER said there was no reason
why the correspondence asked for
should not be brought down.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSALS FROM THE PUBLIC SER-
VICE.,

MOTION

3ir. CAMERON (South Huron)
moved for a return showing the names
of all persons who have been dismissed
or removed from office, or who have
been superannuated, and the causes of
such dismissal, removal or superannua-
tion, or who have resigned, since the
10th October, 1878 ; showing the office
or position such persons occupied, and
whether on the permanent staft or in the
temporary employ of the Government o r
otherwise in the public service, and
when such dismissal, removal, superan -
nuation or resignation took place.

Mz. KIRKPATRICK said he thonght
the desire the hon. gentleman embodied
in these resolutions was a very laudable
one ; but, at the same time, the interest
which the public took in the matter would
not, in his opinion, be satisfied without
they obtained some further information
so as to allow them to draw comparisons
between the action of the present occu-
pants of the Treasury benches and those
who formerly occupied them. Withadesire
to get that information, he would move,
seconded by Mr. McCarthy, that the fol-
lowing be added to the resolution : « Also
for a similar return, showing'the names of
all persons dismissed, removed, or super-
annuated, or who resigned between 4th
November, 1873, and 1st April, 1874 ;
and, also, the names of all persons ap-

FOR RETURN.
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pointed to office between the raid dates,
stating the office to which they were ap-
pointed, and the salary attached thereto.”

Mr. CAMERON said that, when he
prepared his motion, his intention was, in
the first place, to cover the ground from
January lst, 1878, down to the present
period. He would have covered the
ground covered by the amendment, but
he understood that all the information

moved for by the hon. gentleman
bad already been brought down. He
had no objection to the amendment. In

common with his hon. friend and
others, he had a curiosity, a laudable
curiosity, to know the exact state of the
public service during the period referred
to. The expense the preparation of these
returns entailed had deterred him from
moving for the information asked for by
his hon. friend. However, tiie hon.
gentleman, perhaps,knew better what the
views and intentions of the Government
were on questions of this kind, and, if
they chose to vote for the expense, he
had no objection. And, as he understood
there were some twenty or thirty ses-
sional clerks who had nothing to do,
perhaps it would be just as well to give
them the employment which the amend-
ment of his hon. friend weuld farnish.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

CIVIL SERVICE APPOINTMENTS.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. CAMERON (South Huron)
moved for a return showing the names
and former residences of all persons who
had been appointed to office since the
10th of October, 1878; showing the
office to which each such person had been
appointed, the date of such appointment,
and whetherin the Civil Service or other-
wise, or elsewhere, or in any other po-
sition in the public service, and whether
the appointment has been permanent or
temporary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pro-
posed that the motion should be amended
s0 as to read : “ Showing the names and
former residences of all persons who
have been appointed or promoted to
office, or whose salaries have been raised
since the 17th of September, 1878, show-
ing the office to which each such person
has been appointed.”

Mzr. KIRKPATRICK.

[COMMONS.]

Business.

Mr. CAMERON | said he had no
objection to that, and, perhaps, the hon.
gentleman would also add, *also show-
ing the salary of each person now.”

Sik JOHXW A. MACDONALD : All

right.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT suggested that
it might be convenient to divide
the motion into two clanuses. The hon.
gentleman of course wanted to get the
names of the persons appointed from the
17th September to 10th October. His
hon. friend wanted to get the informa-
tion from the 10th October. If two
distinct lists were made 1t would be a
convenience, as thev would have to
divide it themselves afterwards.

MRr. KIRKPATRICK said he was
surprised, after the hint he had given to
the hon. gentleman, that his desire for
information was, on these subjects, alittle
larger than his (Mr. Cameron’s), that he
did not attempt to gratify that desire by
enlarging the scope ¢f his motion.
He (Mr. XKirkpatrick) had written
a few ~words which he thought
would meet the suggestion that
had been made by the right hon. gentle-
man at the head of the Government. It
wasnotopen tothe same objection that the
hon. member for South Huron had raised
to the previous amendment, because he
said the returns were already before the
House. In this case, the country had
not yet had full icformation as to the
number of appointments made in the
dying hours of the late Administration.
He begged to move that the following
words be added to the resolution : “Also
for a similar return showing the names
of all persons appointed or promoted
to any office under the Govern-
ment of Canada, between the 17th
September, 1878, and 11th October,
1878, specifying whether any and what
increased pay or efnolument was given
any person or persons so appointed or
promoted.”

Mr. MACDOUGALL suggested the
amendment of the motion of the addi-
tion of the words ¢ salary or emolu-
ment.” He thought it desirable, for the
information of the House as well as of
the country, that they should see in the
same return the amount of the burden
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laid on the people for those various
offices.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK sail that he
had no objection to that amendment.

Motion, as arcended, agreed to, as fol-
lows i(— -

Resolved, That an Order of the House do
igsue to the proper officer, for a return shewing
the names and former residences of all persons
who have been appointed or promoted to office,
or whose salaries have been raised since the
10th Oct., 1878; shewing the office to w hich
each such person has been appointed, the date
of such appointment, and whether in the Civil
Service or otherwise, or elsewhere, or in any
other position in the Public Service, and
whether the appointment has been permanent
ot temporary ; also for a similar return show-
ing the names of all persons appointed, or pro-
moted to any oftice under the Government of
(anada, and the salary or emolument of such
officc between the 17th day of September, and
the 11th day of October, 1878 ; and specifying
whether any and what increased pay or emolu-
ment was given to the person or persons so
appointed or promoted.

DISMISSAL OF OFFICIALS OF THE
HOUSE.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

MRr. ANGLIN moved that the Clerk
do lay on the table of the House copies
of all correspondence between the Clerk
and the late Speaker of this House res-
pecting appointments to vacancies in the
service of the House of Commons since
the last Session of Parliament, and copies
of any reports respecting such appoint-
ments made by any officer of the Depart-
ment. He said he had felt it his dudy
to bring the matter involved in this
resolution under the consideration of the
House of Commons at the earliest pos-
sible moment, because he believed that
it affected very materially indeed the
rights of this Parliament, and its dignity.
TLe Speaker of the House of Commons
was elected by this House in theory at
all events, if notin fuct. He was elected
to serve as their Speaker, to per-
form. certain functions, and exercise
certaln authority in their behalf. He
was elected under the present state of
things, not merely for the duration
of the Parliament over which he
presided, but also to act as Speaker
during the iuterim period between
the dissolution of one Parliament
and the assembling of another, and
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the election of another Speaker, so that
at no time should the Departments of the
House of Commons, or the country, be
without a Speaker, unless in case of his
death or absence from the country.
There might be some doubt as to what
the precise authority of the Speaker was
during the interim. He ng. Anglin)
had looked carefully into this question
hefore acting as he had done with regard
to the appointments. e felt satistied
then, as now, that it was the right of
the Speaker, and, under the circum-
stances, his duty us Speaker, to make
those appointments. Ile would, at the
very outset of this mutter, dis:laim any
intention of making party capital there-
by. He did not think there was any
guestion of party invclved in it. But he
did think the House itself ought to take
such measures as it might think neces-
sary to vindicate its own rights and
maintain its own dignity. Hethought, at
allevents, that even those who differed from
him would be satisfied that something
should be done to settle this question in
a proper manner, so that hereafter there
might be no room to doubt what were
the rights and duties of the Speaker in
this respect. It would be natural to bring
forward English precedents in matters of
this kind ; but he had found it impossible
to discover any, for the reason that, so
long ago as the 39th and 40th Geo. III,
a Statute was passed regulating the mode

“of appointments in the British House of

Commons, in a manner entirely different
from that we had followed. Probably
some sections of that Statute embodied
the practice of the House for many years
previous, at all events ; while the higher
officers of the House were, as with
us, appointed by the Crown, the subordi-
nate officers were appointed, in one section,
by the Clerk of the House, and in an-
other, by the Sergeant-at-Arms. Uuader
that Act was created, he believed for the
first time, a Commission the powers of
which were very clearly defined. In
England, the authority of the Commis-
sioners was much more clearly defined
than inour Act. They were clothed with
more extensive powers than the Canadian
Commissioners, for, while the Clerk and
Sergeant-at-Arms made appointments,
the Commissioners determined the salary
in every case. There was no provision
similar to that in the Canadian Act regu-
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lating the internal economy of the House.
Therefore, he found it exceedingly difficult
to obtain any assistance in the determi.-
nation of this question from anything to
be found either in the Statutes or books
usually referred to in the settlement of
matters of thiskind. But in England, as
with us, the Commissioners of Internal
Economy had no power, no actual exist-
ence, they could donothing, without the
presence of the Speaker. So, without the
Speaker, except in the case of his death or
absence from the country, there could
be no sitting of the Commissioners, and
they could exercise noauthority whatever.
The Speaker, on the other hand, continued
to exist after the dissolution of Parlia-
ment. In 1833 there was a disenssion
on the subject in the Imperial Parliament
at the time of the reelection of Mr.
Manners-Sutton as Speaker. The ques-
tion arose incidentally. Objection was
. made to his re-election by some gentlemen
who alleged that he was then actually
a pensioner. e had acquired the
right to a pension by length of service,
and would become a pensioner after he
ceased to be Speaker. The contention
on ‘the other side was that he had not
ceased to be Speaker, but must continue
Speaker for certain purposes until a new
Parliament had assembled and a new
Speaker had been elected ; and one of
the facts adduced in proof of this view
was that in the case of the demise of the
Sovereign before the assembling of a new
Parliament, or the day appointed for its
assembling, the old Parliament must
assemble and, with its Speaker, continue
to exist for six months. So it could not
be held that the Speaker had ceased to
be Speaker, even it no such Aet as the
Internal Economy Act had ever been
passed. In Canada, however, they were
compelled to argue from their own
Statutes, rules and practice as to what
was the duty, and what were the rights
of the Speaker ad interim. The Cana-
dian Statute of 1868 was exceedingly
fragmentary. It was passed, probably,
with a view to some special circumstances
of the time, and not for the pur-
pose of laying down any general
broad principle or creating any special
system for the management of the internal
economy of the House for all time.
There were no spesial provisions for the
period between the dissolution of one

M=z, AxcLIN.
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“of the House.

Parliament and the assembling of & new
House, save this :—

« For the purposes of this Act, the person
who shall fill the office of Speaker at the time
of any dissolution of Parliament,shall be
deemed to be the Speakeruntil a Speaker shali
be chosen by the new Parliament ; andin the
event of the death, or disability, or absence
from Canada of the Speaker, during any disso-
lution or prorogation of Parliament, any three
of the Commissionners may execute any of the
purposes of this Act.”

The Speaker might continue to act in-
dependently of the Commissioners alto-
gether, but the Commissioners, without
the presence of the Speaker, had no
power to act, in any matter—had no
authority whatever. The whole of the
purposes of the Act, it was not very easy
to discover. One section provided that an
accountant might be appointed by the
Speaker. Why it was necessary to make
such a provision he had failed to dis-
cover. Urnquestionably, while the House
was in existence, under the Canadian
rules and practice, the Speaker had the
power to appoint all officers necessary to
the properdischarge of theduties of his De-
partment. Une portion of the 9th section
provided that the Speaker, notmerely dur-
ingtheinterim, butatany time, might sus-
pendor dismiss any of the clerks or officers
of the House appointed by theSpeaker,and
suspend any of the officers appointed by
commission. He was merely required in
that case toinform the Governor-General
that he had suspended such commissioned
officer. He did not require to give any
reason for the suepension, and no one but
the Speaker had the right to cancel such
suspension. Looking fer a moment at
the Statute mentioned, it seemed clearthat
the right to dismiss must imply the right
to appoint. If this were not so, it was evi-
dent that very serious injury to the pub-
lic service might be the consequence.
Theve were officers in the employment of
the House of Commons whose duties it
was of the highest importance should be
properly discharged. If he had occasion,
after the dissolution of the House, to dis-
miss one of these officers, be would ask if
it could be supposed that this office must
remain vacant—that the public business
must be brought tc a stand-still,
because no one had authority to
appoint another officer to do that work.
If the Speaker had no right to fill that
office, it could not be filled. That could
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not be the intention of the Act, nor
could it bave been the wish or under-
standing of Parliament when the Act
was passed. Rule 102 of the House
afforded material assistance in the inter-
pretation of the Statute. It could not
be objected that that rule was framed
before the passage of this Act, and, there-
fore, that the words ¢ the Speaker” in
it must bs held to mean only the Speaker
while he held the position during the
existence of Parliament. The word
“Speaker” must refor to the Speaker
during the interim of Parliament as
well as to the Speaker in full possession
of all the powers and privileges conferred
by his election.  Thus there was not
the slightest word to show that the au-
thority, which this rule recognised in the
Speaker, did not pertain to him aftor the
dissolution of Parliament, and until the
assembling of a new one. The rule re-
ferred to said :

« Before filling any vacancy in the service
of the House by the Speaker, enquiry shall be
made touching the necessity for the continu-
ance of such office ; and the amount of salary
to be attached to the same shall be fixed by
the Speaker, subject to the approval of the
House.”

That, he thought, plainly referred to the
Speaker at all times while he was
Speaker. The Commissioners of Internal
Economy had not the slightest authority
to interfere with these appointments.
The authority to make appointments was
vested in the Speaker alone, and the
Commissioners of Internal Economy
under our Statute did not enjoy the
power held by the Commissioners under
the Twmperial Statutes. They were only
authorised to guard and protect the funds
appropriated by Parliament, and to see
that these were properly expended. The
money was drawn by them from the Trea-
sury, placed to their credit, and payable
to their order, and they saw to its proper
expenditure. These were the entire duties
the;,: had to discharge—the entire extent
of the rights, powers and authority con-
feired on them by the Statute. Ie had
no doubt that, at times since the passing
of this Statute, the Speaker had taken
the advice of the members of the Com-
mission, who under the Statute must
always be members of the Government,
more especially when any change he
thought necessary was calealated in any
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way to add to the public expenditure.
During his (Mr. Anglin’s) incumbency of
the office, he in no one case had added to
the public expenditure without consulting
the Conrmissioners. Generally, after each
Session, they met for a slight review of the
service, and whenever any important
change was made it was with their
approval and sanction. But he. never
thought he was required by law to con-
sult those gentlemen in any way. In
many instances he acted entirely on his
own judgment. He felt that he should
not throw upon the Commissioners any
responsibility which, under the rules of
the House, he was himself expected to
bear. To come t5 the matter which he
desired to bring more immediately under
the consideration of the House, he would
say that, during the recent general clec-
tions, two gentlemen in the employment
of the House chose to resign their
positions, in order, he believed, to be-
come candidates for the representation
of some portion of the Dominion in this
House. One of those gentlemen was a
member of this House, and he thought
it must be a matter of pride to the
Department to which he belonged,
as  well as to  himself, that
that gentleman had already assumed
so excellent and distinguished a position
in the House. The other gentlemen had
failed to gain his election. The resigna-
tion of one of these gentlemen, Mr.
Tassé, was forwarded to him when he
was busy canvassing in his own county.
He at once accepted that resignation,
as he did not wish to place anything in
the way of his (Mr. Tassé’s) becoming a
candidate. When the elections were over,
being in the habit of frequent communi-
cation with the Clerk of the House
respecting the necessities of the Depart-
ment, he received from him a communi-
cation representing that it was of the very
greatest importance o the public service
that the places vacated by these gentle-
men should be filled. It was the Clerk's
opinion, as it was his (Mr. Anglin’s)
still, that this application  was
made to the proper authority, and,
indeed, the only person competent
to make any such appointment.
He made further inquiry regard-
ing the matter, and the Clerk forwarded
to him, at his request, a report on the
whole subject obtained from Mr. Cour-
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solles, the gentleman who was at the
head of the French Translation Depart-
ment. That report insisted very strongly
upon the very great neressity of filling
the vacancy in his branch of the Depart-
ment, as the work done there was very
great, and he had frequently to employ
one of the best of the sessional clerks as
an extya clerk for six or seven months or
more of the recess. Fle had a great
many applications—DMr. Speaker had
no doubt learned what that meant
by this time—for these two oftices. He
was quite determined that he would fill
these offices with men perfectly com-
petent. He, therefore, tock some time
for consideration, and came up to Ottawa
for the purpose of making further en-
quiry. In making these appomtments
he endeavoured to the utmost of his
ability to provide for the proper dis-
charge of the duties of the Department.
A gentleman was recommended to him
by one of the old and experienced mem-
bers of this House, as one perfectly com-
petent to discharge the duties of a trans-
lator. This gentleman was vepresented
to him as a man of marked ability
indeed. After talking the matter all
over, acting on his own judgment,
rather than on that of the Clerk,
he tried to arrange for the proper perfor-
mance of the service. He put in place
of Mr. David—believing it to be of very
great importance that they should have
an experienced translator for the transla-
tion of the Votes and Proceedings—Mz.
Gingras,whowas then senior French trans-
lator, immediately after Mr. Coursolles.
He knew nothing of the politics of Mr.
Gingras. He placed in the position
rendered vacant by the promotion of Mr.
Gingras, Mr. DBrossoit, whom he had
never seen, and who had been very
highly recommended by one of the oldest
and most experienced members of Par-

liament. Then, to the place rendered
vacant by the resignation of Mr.
Tassé, he promoted a gentleman

immediately next in rank-—a gentle-
man of whose politics he knew
absolutely nothing. Immediately after

him came two young gentlemen, who
had not served a very long time. These

he did not promote, but he appointed to
the position which remained vacant, Mr.
Piton, who had been for several years
sessional French translator, and had been
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selected, from year to year, by Mr.
Coursolles, to fill the position of extra
clerk, and French translator during the
recess.  He (Mr. Anglin) had reason to
believe that Mr. Piton was a person
entirely competent to discharge the duties
of that position, and he accordingly ap-
pointed him. In all that he had done,
he believed that he had fairly and pro-
perly discharged his duties as Speaker.
Of course, it was not of the essence of
this question underconsideration, whether
he had, or had not, so discharged his
duties. The essence of the question was
whether he had aright to make those ap-
pointments. He was satisfied then that he
had theproper authority to fill the appoint-
ments and the Clerk accepted these ap-
pointments, and gave effect to them.
The gentlemen were put to work and
remained at work two or three days
when, as the Clerk subsequently in-
formed him, he (the Clerk) received a
message from the Premier directing him
not to recognise any appointments made
by himself since the dissolution of Par-
liament, or something to that effect.
The Clelk at once dismissed those gen-
tlemen. He (Mr. Anglin) felt that it
was his duty then, as Speaker of this
House, to take very high and sirong
grounds, for he thought it was one of
the first duties of a Speaker to protect
the independence of the House of Com-
mons against all assaults and” encroach-
ments, and moreespecially when these were
made by the Crown. Gentlemen who
nad not much experience in Parliament-
ary life, and who had not much studied
the history of the struggles in which
parliamentarians were engaged in for-
mer times might not attach much im-
portance to the mode in which an officer
of the House was appointed or dismissed,
but old parliamentarians who hadstudied
this matter, and knew the vast importance
of preserving intact the rights and
privileges of Parliament would be satis-
fied that it was the bounden duty of the
Speaker not to suffer the slightest intru-
sion upon those rights and privileges,
without the strongest possible protest on
his part. It was true that, under the
circumstances, he had no power, but he
believed he had the authority, and he
was sorry to say that he believed anthom
ity and power had been severed of late,
and that power, for a time at all
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events, in appearance triumphed over
authority.  Believing that it was
his duty, as far as possible, to

vindicate the privileges of the House
and  maintain  its  independence,
as far as he could, he immediately wrote
to the Clerk of the House a very short
letter, in which he said, in substance : —
« T write immediately to protest, in the
strongest possible manner, against the in-
terference of the Executive, or of any
member of the Executive, in the affairs
of the Department, of which the Speaker
of - the House is the head ; and T call
upon yon immediately to undo anything
- you might have done in obedience to an
suthority which, as I have learned from
your letter, Sir John A. Macdonald has
usurped ; and I insist that henceforth
you receive no instructions regard-
ing the affairs of the Department
from any other person than the Speaker
of the House.” In doing that, he
thought he was only discharging his
duty. He had no wish to quarrel with
Bir John A. Macdonald, but he felt it
was a duty that he owed to this House
and the country to take the position he
did. In a private note, he suggested to
the Clerk that probably it would be well
to furnish the right hon. gentleman with
a copy of his letter, and he believed this
was done. Some time afterwards, the
Clerk of the House of Commons wrote
him again, expressing regret al the em-
barrassing position in which he had put
hinself (Mr. Anglin) by asking him to
make those appointments, and suggesting
that he (the Clerk) should appoint provi-
sionally some persons to discharge thedu-
ties of those officers, us it was of great
importance that action should be at once
taken. He (Mr. Anglin) wrote back
immediately, peremptorily forbidding the
Clerk to appoint any person whatever to
discharge the duties of an office to which
he had appointed personsyuite competent.
S_ome time afterwards,Mr. Thaddeus Pat-
rick, Clerk of the Private Bills Com-
mittee, died. He took no action in this
case until the Clerk of the House offici-
ally inforned him of Mr. Patrick’s death®
Tl;en he felt it his duty, although he re-
ceived no requisition on the part of the
Clerk—for it was scarcely to be expected
then that after what had passed the Clerk
would call upon him to make any appoint-
ments—to  reorganise that branch

3
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of the Department. The clerks
in that branch were generally busy for
some time before the meeting of Parlia-
ment, as the rules required that Bills
should be deposited there hefore Parlia-
ment met, and it was absolutely neces-
sary in the public interest that, for some
weeks, at all events, before the mesting
of Parliament, this Department should be
properly orgsnised. He did not stop to
inquire what the politics of any of the
clerks were, but, having heard from time
to time very high accounts indeed of the
capacity and ability, particularly of Mr.
Hartney, the young gentleman who had,
for some time past, discharged the oner-
ous duties of Clerk of the Railways,
Canals and Telegraphs, and the Banking
and Commerce Committees, he (Mr. An-
glin) concluded thathe would, underthecir-
cumstances, be the person, of all others,
who should be entrusted with the care of
that work, and with the discharge of
those duties for which he had already
proved himself so entirely competent.
Mr. Panet was his immediate superior.
He knew that Mr. Panet had been in
the office a great many years, and, when
he became Speaker, Mr. Panet was an

applicant for an increase of salary,
on the ground that he had been
so long in the pablic service.

He (Mr. Anglin) wiote to the Clerk of
the House informing him that he had ap-
pointed Mr. Panet permanently to the
position of senior clerk of that branch
of the Department, giving him rank and
precedence, and an increase of salary,
from $1,200 to $1,300 per year. To Mr.
Hartney he assigned the work of those
important committees, and because of the
great importance of the work and its
very onerous character, he directed that
his salary should be increased from $1,200
to $1,400. And then to Mr. Todd, son
of the gentleman who was formerly at
the head of the Department,—a very es-
timable young man, he believed,—he gave
a slight increase from a junior clerk’s
salary of $800 to $900. Another young
man, whom he had appointed on a former
occasion as junior clerk in the room of
Capt. Nolan, deceased,. he directed to be
placed as senior clerk upon the Railway
Committee. So it would be seen that, us
far as he wuas concerned personally, he
h1d no’object to serve in this matter but
the promotion of the puklic interest. Not
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taking into account the salary of the
junior clerk who, at all events, ought to
have been on the staff, he would have
effected a saving by that arrangement of
$1,400 per year. During his whole time
in the Chair, he had directed his attention
particularly to reducing the number of

“permanent officers on the staff, rather
than to reducing salaries, many of which
were quite small enough. Even deduct-
ing the salary of the junior clerk there
would have been a net saving of $600,
and, in the whole, of $1,400 per year.
Such was the course he had pursued in
reference to these appointments. He
understood that these appointments had
not been recognised, and they had
heard in the House the extraordi-
nary statement that Mr. Piché, who was
formerly first clerk assistant, and who
no longer appeared at their table, had
not tendered his resignation, and had
not been dismissed, and yet that Mr.
Speaker had appointed another in his
place and room. He thought it neces-
sary now to supplement that statement
by another on his own behalf, namely,
that he had never received Mr. Piché’s
resignation, and had never dismissed
him. For all he knew, Mr. Piché was to-
day as well qualified as when he was ap-
pointed years ago, to discharge all the
duties of Assistant Clerk of this House.
What had been done with him, and why
it had been done, it was for others to
say. But neither Mr. Speaker nor him-
self had either dismissed Mr. Piché or
received his resignation, and they had
shared between them all the authority
there was to exercise, during the last
twelve months, to do one or the other.
The mode and manner in which Mr. Piché
had been got rid of was something de-
manding an explanation from some
quarter. He believed that he had now
placed the matter fully and fairly before
the House. He bhad looked into the
whole case as thoroughly as he could,
both as to the law and the practice. If
he had not had the power of appointing
then, no one else had. The Com-
missioners of Internal Economy, apart
from the Speaker, had no power what-
ever ; even combined with the Speaker,
they had nopoweras Commissioners either
to make or unmake any such appoint-
ments as this. He desired to say, fur-
ther, that, up to the last moment, up to
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last Thursday at three o'clock, when be
ceased to be the Speaker, he had never
received, either directly or indirectly, the
slightest intimation that the Commis-
sioners of Internal Economy desired to
make any new appointments. He did
expect, during the long interval
that ensued, that information would
be conveyed to him, but not
the  slightest intimation ever
was conveyed him in any way. Some
money matters required that he should
sign some cheques as Speaker, and that
these cheques should furthermore be
signed by some of the Commissioners.
Before coming to Ottawa, he had sent up
some of these cheques leaving the dates
blank, supposing the Commissioners, who-
ever they were, would sign them ; and he
suggested to the Accountant that he
should speak to the Premier or Finance
Minister and have something done so as
to avoid irregularity. When he came
here, he found those cheques lying as they
were, and he had to tear them up and pre-
pare others. The subject was one with
whick the House should deal and, when
he put the House in possession of all
the facts, and of such matters of law and
usage as he had been able to make hin-
self acquainted with, he had fully dis-
charged his duty as the one who, up to
last Thursday, held the position of
Speaker. It was now incumbent on
the House, the guardian of its own
rights, liberties, privileges and indepen-
dence, to determine whether anything
should be done in this matter. When
the papers came down it would be open
to any hon. member to move aresolution
respecting this affair. It was of the
utmost importance that no difficulty of
this kind should arise hereafter. If the
Premier thought the Executive or any
member of the Executive ought to be
clothed with authority to regulate these
matters in the interval between the dis-
solution of one House and the meeting
of the next, he ought to introduce a Bill
to that effect, defining the duties of the
Speaker, so that the head of this House,
the agent selected by this House, should
not find himselfin the humiliatingposition
of not knowing exactly what his duties
were. Though he (Mr. Anglin) believed
he did know his, and that he had dene
nothing which he had not the right to
do, still there should be no room for
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doubt and no chance of collision between
the representative of the House and the
head of the Government. Such collisions
must have a most deplorable effect,
resulting in the lowering of the diguity
and the infringment of the rights and
privileges of this House.

Sz JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he quite agraed with the hon. gentleman
that there was no question of politics
involved in this matter, and that the
Comu:ission on Internal Economy had no
right to make appointments to oflices
in this House. The Commission had
certain  powers respecting expendi-
ture, the right o sign cheques, but
the power of making appointments
did not rest with them. He did not
agree with the hon. gentleman that there
was any question of privilege or the dig-
nity of Parliament in the matter. The
Crown did not claim the right to appoint
officers, and no member of the Govern-
ment acting for the Crown claimed the
right to make these appointments. They
rested with the Speaker, and the only
question was, not whether the dignity
and independence of Parliament had been
affected, but simply the question of law,
of statutory construction, as to who was
the Speaker that had the right to make
appointments, whether it was the present
Speaker, after his election to the office,
or the Speaker of the defunct Parliament.
The hon. gentleman said the present
Speaker could not get any assistance
from Eoglish precedent in his course.
No question of this kind could arise in Par-
liament in England. Mr. Manners Sutton,
to whose case the hon. gentleman alluded,
was declared Speaker on quite a dif-
ferent principle, and for quite different
reasons from the present case. They all
knew the Parliament in England died
with the demise of the Crown, and
England was then without a Parliament.
In the old days, when there was a
danger of disputed succession, owing to
claimants in two families, it was thought
a matter of danger that Fngland should
be Wlth()l.lt a Parliament at the time of
the demise of the Sovereign. It was,
therefore, provided that in such a case
thg old Parliament should continue to
exist and assemble, as if it had still a
lega! existence, for six months after the
demise of the Crown, so that at no
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period should there be any danger arising
to the peaceful succession of the Crown
from the absence of Parliament. The
Speaker  was elected to  preside
over the deliberations of the House of
Commons, and as a matter of necessity,
when the Parliament died, the Speaker
died. There was no Speaker until the
2nd of May, 1868, In case of the dis-
solution or the natural death of the
Parliament, there was no Speaker until
this Act passed, and it was only by
virtue of this Internal Economy Act that
there was a Speaker at all after the ter-
mination of Parliament. This Act did
not make a Speaker for all purposes. It
declared that after the termination of
Parliament, the late Speaker should con-
tinue for all purposes of the Act to be
Speaker, but did not give the Speaker
the general powers of Speaker. The pur-
poses of the Act were sitmply to carry on
the expenditure and keep the machinery,
as it were, in motion. There way
no provision that the Speaker for
general purposes or other purposes than
those defined in the Act was Speaker at
all, and the fact that he had the power of
appointment in one caseshows thatclearly.
There was a specific provision that
the Speaker, under this Act, had
the power of appointing an account-
ant. The main object of this Act
was t0 take care of the funds, to apply
the funds necessary to keep up the ma-
chinery of Tarliament, and for this
purpose to have alwaysan accountant, and
thus the Speaker was given the power to
appoint him. The hon. gentleman said
that, under the 9th clause, the Speaker
had the power of dismissal, and that
that involved the power of appointment,
That principle could not be found laid
down in any book in the world, but
the converse was, that, where any
power to create was given for a
specified time, the power of dismissal was
necessarily involved in it.  The Clerk
had the power of dismissal, but not the
power of appointment. That rested
with the Speaker. The hon. gentleman
argued as a matter of law, of statutory
construction, that by necessary implica-
tion the power of dismissal conferred the
power of appointment. He (Sir John A.
Macdonald) denied that in toto. If, then,
the hon. gentleman hadno right to appoint
these officers, these appointments were
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void. The hon. gentleman had no power
to make those appointments, and as a
matter of expediency he ought not to
have that power. He had practically
ceased to be responsible for the carrying
on of the affairs of this House. A
election had tuken place. He knew
perfectly well from the complexion ot the
members returned that it was exceed-
ingly unlikely he would be nominated
as  the new  Speaker, and that
the responsibility would fall upon his
successor, who would beheld accountable
for all irregularities and for every farth-
ing of expenditure. It was, therefore,
highly inexpedient and unwise in the
late Speaker to tie the hands of the new
Speaker, to fetter him for five years with
those appointments made between October
and February, filling up every possible
crevice and cranny in order to prevent
him from exercising his discretion in the
choice of his subordinates. Itwasa very
unwise attempt at usurpation, a very
unwise attempt to prevent the Speaker
from exercising his discretion in the
great responsibility of carrying on the
affairs of the House. It was also ques-
tionable taste to deprive the present
Speaker of the patronage to which he was
entitled. The hon. gentleman knew his
responsibility had ceased and fallen upon
other shoulders. Would it not have been
wise, or proper, for the hon. gentleman to
have left these matters io the present
Speaker ; to have left it to him to select
his agents, subordinates, and assistants?
There could, of course, be no objection to
this motion. The matter ought to be
settled, as the hon. gentleman said, in a
manner that would prevent the question
arising again, and he would venture to
state that, when the House exercised its
discretion upon the point, and settled it
for ever, it would not be within the power
of a defunct officer to make appointments
after all essential respounsibility wmust
have ceased. It was quite true, as the
hon. gentleman had said, that this Act
was inadequate for the purposes for
which it was passed. He quite agreed
that the Act should be amended, and he
desired that, either by the action of the

- Government or by a Committee of the
House—it was a matter more connacted

- with the House itself than the Govern-
rent,—this subject would be fully
considered, and the Act amended so as to
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secure it beyond all doubt in the future,
and prevent any infringement either of
the dignity or privilege of Parliament.

Mr. COCKBURN (West Northum-

berdund)  sald  he  was  very glad
they had had announced from the
head of the Government a distinet

acknowlelgement of a principle which
should obtain in this House at all times,
and that was that in the Speaker’s hands
was vested the sole appointing power of
the officers and servants of the House,
and that in him rested the scle responsi-
bility to the House. He was very glad
this bad been acknowledged so clearly
and so well, because they had had reason
to tear that the rule which they knew to
be a sound rule had been evaded. They
had felt, from the rumours that had been
passing current, that the appointment of
officers of the House was in a measure
to be taken out of the Speaker’s hands,
and that there was to be a pressure
brought to bear upon that hon. gentle-
man to which he (Mr. Cockburn), as an
independent member of the House,
would regret to see the hon. Speaker
yield, because he thought as long as they
expected thorouchly eflicient officers and
servants of the House they must hold the
Speaker responsible for such appoint-
ments, which should in a great
measure be non-political. He was of
opinion that the motion of the hon.
member for Gloucester had been of use
in that respect, and he was glad the
question had been brought up. Beyond
that he (Mr. Cockburn) declined to
accompany the hon. member for Glou-
cester. He believed the interpretation
put upon the Statute by the leader of
the Government was the correct one.
He thought there was no doubt that,
when the Speaker ceased to represent
the House by which he was nominated,
and kuew that a new Parliament had

been called into existence, that
he was jfunctus officii as to the
matter of appointments, and that

his powers in that respect were un-
questionably gone. The Statute was
undoubtedly a very vague and defective
one. Buat, if they only looked back
at the old cumbersome system that
existed years ago, when the Committee
on Contingencies managed these matters,
and the difficulties it entailed, they would
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¥now at once why the Act was passed.
It was passed for the purpose of placing
in the hands of the Speaker of the day
control of the finances of the House, in
order to afford a specdy and promps
payment of the officers and servanis.
That was the great ohject of the
Internal Economy Aect. He quite
agresd that, when a Speaker knew than
a new Parliament had been called into
existence, and that he would in the order
of things give way to a successor, he
should not perform, or for a moment
dream of performing, the so-called duty
of appointment to vacancies. The mem-
ber for Gloucester spoke of the Statute
a8 being a law respecting which they
had no preceldents, to govern them. He
begged to tell the hon. gentlewman of a
precedent which was made in 1874, Just
ag there was the other day in September
last, there was then a Speaker represent-
ing a defnet Parliament. He retained
office until his successor was appointed,
and, during the interregnum between
the two Sessons, he held in his hands
opportunities of making appointments to
offices of very considerable importauce
in the House. There was an import-
ant vacancy which had occured at that
time. He thought, if he recollected
aright, the office was that of Accountant
to the House.
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Mg. COCKBURN said at any rate a
very important vacancy ocenrred at that
time, and the Speaker was warned by two
Ministers of the Crown against making
j,he appointment to the vacant office.
The answer given was that he had no
thought of appointing to that office ; that
he felt that his functions of appointment
under the Statute had ceased, and that he
did not dream of making any further
appuintments. He presented this pre-
cedent to Mr. Speaker, as the other one
had  been referred to, and he trusted
that, when that hon. gentleman was in
the sear and yellow of his leaf—and he
boped it would be very green for a long
time—he would remember the two prece-

dents and make his choice between
them.

Mz, MAC:‘KENZIE said they were
all  exceedingly obliged to  the
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hon. member for Gloucester for his calm,
temperate, and able statement of tha
case.  The subject would, of course, come
upagain when the papers werebetors them.
He rose then merely for the purpose of
asking the hon. gentleman opposite for
information on oue or two points which
he had forgotten. The hon. member for
Gloucester stated, in the courses of his
speech, that the Clerk had informed him
that he had received an order fiom the
Prime  Minister, directing him not to
recognize any of these appointments.
The hon. gentleman himself said he
gave the Clerk an opinion. He (Mr.
Muckenzie) desired to know whether it
was an order, as stated, or simply an
opinion of what he believed to be the
correct course in the case. Then the
hon. gentleman had failed to inform the
House concerning Mr. Piché’s cuse. He
had asked the Speaker, two days before,
if he had received Mr. Piché’s resignation,
and hLe said that he had not. He then
asked him if he had dismissed Mr. Piché,
an:d he said he had not.  He was unable
to elicit any iuformation whatever from
the Speaker concerning the resiguation,
removal, or dismissal of one of their chief
officers, and to that hour the tlouse had
received no information on that point.
Hon. gentleman opposite must give them
that information. The House was en-
titled to the fullest information concern-
ing the disposal of this matter. They
found, whether the interpretation they
put upon the Act was correct or rot,
that there would bs very considerable
inconvehience Were the interpretation of
the Lon. gentleman correct. Under that
iuterpretation, the Aect would be exceed-
ingly inadequate for the fulfilment of the
object for which it was framed. The
10th section of the Act directed that
Immediately after thepassing of this Act
the Clerk of the House of Commons
shall take aund subscribe before the
Speaker the oath of allegiance, and all
other cfficers, clerks and messengers of
the House of Commons shall tuke and
vbseribe before the Clerk of the House
of Commons the oath of allegiance;
and every officer, clerk or messenger
who shall  hereafter be appointed
shall, before entering upon the duties
of his office, take and subscribe
the same oath; and the Clerk of the
House of Commons shall keep a register
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of all such oaths.” Now, suppose that
a nummber of vacancies occurred during
a long interregnum, by decease or resigna-
tion, who would have the power of ap-
pointment, and before whom were they
to take the oath? All these questions
naturally came up in connection with
this matter, and it was very clear
whether ornot it was intended to give the
power of appointment of other officers
than that of the Accountant, which was
provided for in one section, that the
other section implied that the power of
sppointiment rested sownewhere, and that
the duty of taking the oath before the
Speaker of the day devolved upon all
these officers. The hon. membar for
West Northumberland  (BMr.  Cock-
burn) referred to a case that oc-
carred in 1874. He thought he could
give an explanation of the hon. gen-
tleman’s statement. The late Account-
ant, Mr. Vaux, was superannuated. He
had become utterly unable to discharge
his duties, and earnestly requested to be
placed on the Superannuation List., There
could have been nothing more proper
than to do this ; but the Government of
the day conceived it desirable, in the in-
terests of Parliament, that there should
be no appointment to the office of
Accountant, and that the Deputy
Clerk should discharge the  duties
of Accountant as well as those of his own
office. No Accountant wasappointed, but
the Deputy Clerk of the House, M.
Hartney, was asked to undertake the
charge of the Accountant’s office as well
as those of Deputy Clerk, and hé had dis-
charged them from that time, the House
dispensing altogether with the office and
salary of the previous Accountant, and
the then Speaker was simply informed of
the plan. He (Mr. Mackenzie) thought it
was tolerably clear that the House had not
received a satisfactory assurance that the
Government did not interfere directly in
the matter over which neither this Act,
nor any other Act, gave them any control.
But he would wait, before making any
argument, or passing any opinion further
on the subject, for the statements
the hon. the Premier, might make
on those three points. First, with
regard to the resignation of Mr.
Piché ; second, whether an order was sent
to Mr. Patrick ; and third, where the
power of appointment lay.

MRr. MACKENZIE.

[COMMONS.]

of the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the power of appointment rested
with the Speuker. The question
was who was Speaker; which he

could not answer except by giving his
own private opinion.

Mr. MACKENZIE: The present
Speaker suid he was not on the occasion
in question; that he made no appointment
in the case.

Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD said
that might be ; but, so far as he (Sir
John A. Macdonald) knew, Mr. Piché
was an officer of the House, and would
be until it carried out, what he hoped it
would, a proposal to provide for him be-
fore dispensing with his services. As
the House knew, he had suffered so much
in past Sessions that he was obliged to
absent Limself generally from the House
in & way to interrupt the business of the
House, and it was known it was con-
sidered his duties ended with the Session,
and it was considered by himself (Sir
John A. Macdonald), and those who acted
with him, that they would be improving
the efficiency of the staff of the House if
his services were dispensed with on the
provision of a gratuity to him. Till that
was done by the House, he was still an
officer.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether an
order was sent to Mr, Patrick to disre-
gard the appointments made by the late
Speaker.

A. MACDONALD
said he forgot whether the order
was verbal or written, but he had
expressed his opinion in very strong
terms to the effect that the late Speaker
had no right to make this appointment,
and that the House would not, and he
(Sir John A. Macdonald) would not, re-
cognise the appointment.

Sk JOHN

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was a
serious misunderstanding in the matter
of Mr. Piché’s resignation and the ap-
pointment of his successor. The Bpeaker
had informed the House that a vacancy
had occurred in the office of Assistant
Clerk, and that the Speaker had ap-~
pointed another person to fill the
place. ~Now they were informed
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by the leader of the House, that
there was no such vacancy, and, if
there was not, there could have been no
such appointment. He hoped the matter
would be eorrected, and the contradiction
between the statements of that hon.
gentleman and those of the hon. the
Speaker reconciled.

Siz JOHN A. MACDONALD said
there was no contradiction. Mr. Piché
received an intimation of what was the
intention of the Government and acted
upon it, he had no doubt, gladly enough.

Mzp. ANGLIN said iff Br. Piché was
still an officer of the Houss, as the right
hon. the Premier had stated, he was
still First Assistant Clerk, he held no
other office, and yet his hon. friend the
Speaker intormed the Honse that he had
appointed Mr. Bourinot First Assistant
Clerk ; he did not say, however, that 1%
was in place of My, Piché, so they had
the extraordinary spectacle of two First
Assistant Clerks, one drawing his full
salary, and the other hoping for some
provision whichh the right hon. gentie-
man had said would be very satis-
factory ; but, moeanwhile, drawing =a
salary, or at leust entitled to it. 1Ile
(Mr. Anglin) rose chiefly, however, to
reply to one or two very extraorvdinary
remarks of the DPremier. Ife (Mr.

Angliv)  endeavoured to make Lis
statement as mildly and woderately
a3 the circamstances permitted. The

right Lon. gentleman did not choose to
s0 regard it, for he spoke a little more
warmly than the occasion required ; but
that would not have been of much im-
portance, if he had not mnde some very
extraordinary statements. Ile said that
bis (Mr. Anglin’s) exercise of an author-
ity which he believed he possessed up to
the 13th of February at three o'clock in
the aftgz-noon, conflicted with the author-
ity which the present Speaker did not
possess till after thut hour; that he
(“Mr. Anglin) endeavoured o render the
Speaker’s position difficult ; that he ex-
ercised patronage which, in wodesty and
propriety, should have been left to the
present Speaker. Tle right Lon. gentle-
man overlooked » very important state-
ment of his  that, in the first
place, he acted upon the direet infor-

mation of the Clerk that it was whso- |
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lately necessary for the proper perforin-
ance of the duties of the House, that the
vacant office should be filled ; and, further-
more, that the duties could not be per-
formed with the office not filled. Ile (Mr.
Anglin) did not think that, when doing
what Le believed necessary in the inte-
rest of the public, he was iutervfering
with the powers which the nresent
Speaker did not then possess. No con-
flict of authority could thus bo cen-
sidered possible, nor was it fair to assert
that he had meddled improperly or
unfairly with the Speaker's authority.
It would have been quite competent for
the Speaker to remove the persons he
(Mr. Anglin) hadappointed, althorah this
would have been entirely contrviry to
usage and custom. Neverthel ss, he
believed, hal they been removed for any
good reason, the ITouse would probably
have approved the act, and he (Mr., Ang-
lin) would not have raisad his voice to
condemn it. ITe,however,bolioved that by
had authority for his course. e thought
the right hon. gentleman was mistaken
with regard to the connection between
the right of dismissal and the right of
appointment in certain cases. They
might scarch all the Statutes, and find
no other which clothed any official merely
with the right of dismissal, as the
Canadian  Act did, and not, at the
same tiwme, with the right of appoint-
ment.  There might be some cases
of a  contrary character, the
Premier alleged, and, if he produced
authorities to show,—as he promised to
do—that, while the right of appointment
implied the right of dismissul, the power
of dismissal did not include the power
of appointment, he would :e much sur-
prised.  Ex necessitate rei, the power of
appointing in this case must be implied
in the power of dismissal, else at some
period the publie interest must greatly
suffer. He (Mr. Anglin), however, was
willing to submit to any decision of the
House, kaving no personal interest in the
matter. Another of the extraordinary
statements of the right lhon. gentleman
was that the Speaker belonged to a party,
or was its mouthpiece, mainly, and not
the Speaker of the whole House.

RN

Sie JOHN A.MACDONATD: Lsaid

nothing about party.
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Mr. ANGLIN said the 1right hon.
gentleman had stated that, after the elec-
tions, he (Myr. Anglin) and the whole
countiry knew how they had gone, and
that. because he was aware of the
result of the electons, he should be satis-
fied that he had no longer authority, and
that it would have been but muder te
and modest on his part to abstain from
making appointments.  What did that
mean, but that the Speaker was only
nominally Speaker of the whole House,
and that, in reality. he wuas wmerely the
creature and slave of a party? Ie (M1
Anglin) would be sorry so to rezard the
present Speaker, and he never so regarded
himself. 8ad, indeed, w uld be the day
when the Speaker of the Ilouse should
become the mere slave and tool of
any party. What! because the elec
tions toog a certain course, was the
Speaker to be deprived of all his
functions and attributes? The idea
was perfectly monstrous. He was sorry
to hear it cheered by a large number of
mwembers.  He was satisfied that, when
some who had cheered had had more
experience, and had devoted their time to
the study of Parlivmentary history, and
had learned the grcat importanca of
maintaining the rights and rivileges of
the House, they would hesitate to cheer
such a statement.  The hon. member for
Northumberland spoke of the action of
a former Speaker in a certain case, but
his recollection seemed confused on the
point. He (Mr. Anglin) did net recol-
lect that any important office was vacaat
when he was elected Speaker.  The office
of the Accountant seemed the onereferred
to.  Mr. Vaux applied for superannua-
tion several weeks aiter bis (Mr. Anglin’s)
election as Rpeaker, and the application
wag made through Wr. Speaker, the
proper channel, as he believed, for any
commurication between the officers of the
House and the members of the Execcutive,
or the Treasury Board. On that appli-
cation he was superannuated. That was
an essentially different case, as no va-
cancy there existed, and none could have
been created without the concurrent
action of those members of the (Govern
roent who formed the Treasury Board, as
he believed ; while, in the latter case, the
vacancies existed, and he (Mr. Anglin)
was informed by the Clerk that it was
necessary that they should be filled.

Mz Axcriv.

[COMMONS.]

of the House.
Mr. MACDOUGALL said he re-

cretted that, in the diseussion of a ques-
tion involving the powers and authority
of the presiding officer of this House,
on boih sides of the House there should
have been displayed a feeling which was
not quite compatible with the dignity
and the position  which this House
ought to occuny before the people of this
Dorninion.  The question as to whether
there had been any undue exercise of
authority by the late Speaker was one
which, when the papers were beought
before them, they would te better anle
to discuss; Lut e hoped ting, in addi-
tion to the information which had been
asked for in the motion, that the Gov-
ernment would send down, also, such
information a3 they might have as to
the exercise of authority or power
by the Internal Commiszioners, if any
such had been appointed, because he
took it that, if the Speaker, by virtue of
this Actof Parliament, had only a limited
power after the dissolntion of Parlia-
ment, the authority of the Commis-
sioners of the Crown, or the members
of the Privy Council appointed before
heiug sworn in as members of the House
of Commons in dealing with the officers
of this House, was equally open to excep-
tion and objection. He did not quite
concur with the First Minister in his in-
terpretation of this Acl. It scemed to
bhim that the intention was to continue
in oflice, during the period from the disso-
lation of Parliament to the election of a
new Speaker the person who had exer-
cised authority as Speaker in the govern-
mentof the House. He thought, moreover,
the Speakerhad power to remove or dismiss
officers of the Hduse at his own discre-
tion. Then he thought it followed, as a
necessary consequence, that he had the
power to appeint—at all events, until a
new Speaker was chosen—others to the
place of those whom he had removed. He,
{Mr. Macdongall) was disposed to construe
the Act in that sense.  But it had been
stated—he did not know with what truth
—that certain cflices had been vacated and
then filled at the suggestion, or by the
authority, of the Executive. If this were
true, he thought there had been an un-
due exercise of power. For, though he
came into this House disposed to give
support to the gentlemen on the
Treasury Benches—believing, as he did,



General

that the policy enunciatal by them in the
recent election wasa good one, or, at all
ovents, that it should have a fair trial—
yet, at tha same time, he was above all
amember of Uarllament, and, as sach,
inclined to cvpose at the very outset any
attempt on the part of the Covernment
to interfere, or exercise in any degree
the powers or anthoeity which they de-
rived from their positions as Connnission-
erg or representatives of the Crown in the
management of the internal atfairs of this
House. Let them, at least, have one place
in this conutry where they should be free
to express their opinions and exercise their
delegated anthority.  He took this uppor-
tunity torefer to a personai matter. They
knew that a number of newspapers
had connected his name with the Speak-
ership, and for that reason his attention
had been drawn to the position of that
officer. But he would say that, neither
from the Government, nor any member
of the Government, had he received any
advances in reference to the Speakership,
nor had he sought the position He con-
fessed that, when ke saw a disposition, no
watter where, to encroach upou the privi-
leges of Parlinment, he was not disposed
to assent or acruniesce. It was the daty
of every member lo vesist any Linproper
assumption of anthority in this hody. It
was a question that onght to be discussed
with reference to the Statutes and their
rules, which, if defective,should be amend-
ed, He trusted that would be the resule of
this discussion. He did not think that
the hon. gentleman came up to Ottawa
on the eve of the meeting of Parliament
to appoint gentlemen to certain positions
in this House, against the public interest.
He exercised an aunthority which legally
belonged to him, though it might have
been an indiscreet exercise of authority.
However, all these matters would pro-
bably be before them when the papers
were sent down, and when provably they
WO}llfl be referred to the Committee of
fnvﬂeges aund Elections for considera-
ion.

Motion ayresd ta.

APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL ECOXOMY |

COMMISSIONERS.
MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.
Sie JOHN A. MACDONALD pre-
sented a Mescage from His Exccllency
the Governor-General,

[Fesruary 19, 1879.]
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Mr. SPEAKER read the Message,

and it is as follows :—

¢ LORNE.

“ The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons an approved Minute in
Council, appointing the Right Honorable Sir
John A. Macdonald, Minister of the Interior,
the Hon. 8. L. Tilley, Minister of Finance,
the Hon. C. Tupper, Minister of Public
Works, and the Hon. G. Baby, Minister of
Inland Revenue, to act with the Speaker of the
House of Commons as Commissioners for the
purposes and under the provisions of the Act
31 Victoria, Chapter 27, intituled : ¢ An Act
respecting the Internal Economy of the
House of Commons ; and for other purposes.’
“« Government House,

« Ottawa, 18th February, 1879.”7

LEPORT.

Mr. POPE (Queen’s P. E. 1.) laid be-
fore the House,—Annual Report of the
Department of Marine and Fisheries, for
the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1878,

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes to
Bix o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONSGS.
Wednasday, 108 February, 1879.

The Speaker took tie Chair at Threo
o'cluck.

PRrAYERS.

EAST ELGIN CONTROVERTED ELEC-
TION.

JUDGE'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House
that he had received from the Hon. Vice-
Clhancellor Blake, one of the Judges
selected for the trial of election petitions,
pursuant to the Dominion Controverted
Elections Act, 1874, a certificate relating
to the election for th= Electoral District of
the Kast Riding of the County of Elgin.

BANKRUPTCY BILL.
(Mr. Colby.)
FIRST READIXG.

Mge. COLBY introduced Bill (No. 2)
Relating to Bankruptcy. He stated that
the Bill contemplated the repeal of the
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existing Insolveney Act, and also made
provision for the winding up of the
estales of insolvent debtors and the dis-
tribution of the effects.

Bill rea? e firse time.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S INSTRUCTIONS
AND COMMISSION.

TJESStAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONATLD de-
livered a Message from His Excellency
the Governor-General.

Mgr. SPEAKER read the Message,
and it is as follows :—

« 1,0BNE.

« The Governor-General transmits to the
House of Commons, copies of Letters-Patent
passed under the Great Scal of the United
Kingdom, constituting the office of Governor-
General of the Dominion of Canada, and of
the Royal Instructions accompanying the
same,—also of Her Majesty's Commission
appointing him to be Governor-General of the
said Dominion.

« Government House,
« Ottawa, 19th February, 18797

THE CARILLON DAM.
QUESTION.

Mg. CHRISITE enquired, Whether
the Government has accepted the tender
of any contractor for completing the
Carillon Dam and Works; and, it not,
whether it is intended to prosecute the
work  immediately to cowpletion as
originally designed.

Mg, TUPPER : I would say, in reply
to my hon. friend, that Mr. McNamee,
who was the lowest tenderer for that work,
wag notified that his tender would be
accepted. The Government subsequently
decided to suspend the immediate prose-
cution of the work, and Mr. McNamee
received information to that effect, and
the deposit was returned. The matter is
still under the anxious consideration of
the Government. As to the time they
will be enabled to resume the work, no
definite determination has bean veached
upon that point.

Mr. CoLpy.

[COMMOXNS.]

Election.
PARDON OF LOUIS RIEL,
QUESTION.

Mr. FISET enquired, Whether the
Government have solicited and recom-
mended the pardon of Mr. Louis Riel.
If not, whether they intend doing so,
and when.

Sie JOHN A. MACDONALD : The

| Government cannot well solicit the par-

don of Mr. Louis Riel, because I take it
the Government has the power of grant-
ing it. However, the Government have
not soiicited, or recommended the pardon
of Mr. Louis Riel. In regard to the
second part of the question, I may say
that they do not propose to make that
proposition. If the proposition were
made in the House, I have no doubt the
hon. gentleman would have an opportu-
nity of voting against it again.

THE CHARLEVOIX ELECTION.
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. MOUSSEAU said that, uefore
the Orders of the Day were called, he
would beg to raise a question of privilege.
Oun the 13th instant, in the county of
Charlevoix, an election was held. On
the following day, the authorised agent
reported Mr. Perreault elected by a
majority ot 179, Within the five days
following there was no demand for a
recount hv the Oppositicn candidate.
The returning officer declaved Mr. Per-
reault duly elected as member for the
eloetoral district of Charlevoix. On
account of the distance, the report could
not reach Ottawa before Saturday or
Sunday, and he (Mr. Mousseau) would
suggest that Mr. Perreanit be admitted
to take his scat upon the floor of the
House, upon the telegraphed report just
received by Mr. Pope, the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, and which, with the
kind permission of that gentleman, he
held in his hand. The telegran was 28
follows :—

«T certify that the member clected for the
electoral district of Charlevoix, in conformity
with the writ issued, having received a
majority of the votes legally given, is Joseph
Stanisiaus Perreault, Esquire, advocate.”

He desired the permission of the House"
to waive the rules of the House so that
the hon. gentleman could be conducted
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to his seat. 1t would be a great hard-
ship for him to be deprived of the
privilege of taking his seat until the
arrival of the return.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Who sends the
telegraphic certificae.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : The

returning officer. :

Mp. MACKENZIE : But it must be
from the Judge who had the recount.

Mz. MOUSSEAU :
recount held.

There was mno

SIRJOHN A. MACDONALD : Nor
demanded.

Mr. MOUSSEAU said that at the
same time the telegram was received by
Mr. Pope, another telegram to the same
effect was sent to the member himself.

Mgr. MACKENZIE said he did not
suppose any member of the House would
desire for a moment to keep any person
out of his seat who was legitimately en-
titled to it ; but the question they had to
consider was that the time within which
a recount could be demanded only ex-
pired the day previous, and was it
not possible that a recount might have
been demanded ?

Mz. MOUSSEAU: No. If a re-
count had been demanded the proclama-
tion would not have been made.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was
some case wherein they declined to
accept a telegraphic certificate.  He
could not remember for the moment
what case it was; probably hon. gen-
tlemen opposite would remember,

Mr. KIRKPATRICK : It was in
Manitoba,

.MB. MACKENZIE
might be so. He
ber. He had no
tion himself whatever to the elected
member  being introduced into the
House, except that they might be going
beyond their usual custom of requiring
the ordinary certificate of the returning

said  that
did not remem-
personal objec-
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officer. His impression was that, on a
former occasion, the hon. gentleman op-
posite called the attention of the House
to the danger of accepting a telegram
which might be sent by any one. That
was the only difficulty. They had no
absolute certificate identifying the sender
of the telegram as the proper party to
send such a message.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that was the difticulty, and he thought
he remembered having culled the atten-
tion of the House to that on the occa-
sion of the election of his hon. friend
Mr. Langevin. In this case they would
take one step further than they were
usually in the habit of doing. Usually
they had been in the habit of accepting
the return of the returning officer, and
entering at the same time wupon the
journals of the House that it should
not be made a precedent. This would
be going one step farther, and saying
that the return could be sent over the
wires as well ag in an envelope. The
reason  why his hon. friend made
this application was that the gentleman,
of whose election there was no doubt,
would be subjected to considerable hard-
ship by being excluded from taking his
seat until the certificate could arrive, in
the due course of a long winter’s journey.
He thought the hon. gentleman might be
allowed to take his seat, and an entry
made upon the journals of the House
that it should not ba made a precedent.

Mr. MILLS said there was anpother
dificulty to be regarded. It was neces-
sary for a new member to preserve a du-
plicate of the certificate to the Clerk of
the House for the purpose of identity, be-
fore he could be sworn in. He did not
think the Clerk could swear the hon.
gentleman until he had produced such
certificate. He did not think the House
could do anything in the watter. There

-{ was a difference between recognising the

election of a member known to the House,
and the recognition of one who was
elected for the first time.

MR. MOUSSEATU said he had made a
mistake about the time within which a
recount could be demanded. It was not
five days, it was four days, so that the
period had expired on Monday. As to
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identity, the Lon. m-mber for Quebec
knew the hon. gentleman perscnally, and
his identity might be certified to on both
sides of the House by personal friends.

Mg, MACKENZIE: T think my hon.
friend will find it is four days from the
date of declaving the election.

Mr. MOUSSEAU :
of voting.

No, from the day
Tt expired on the seventeenth.

Mr. ANGLIN said he thought the
proposal was an exceedingly dungerousone.
He was sure no one would wish to keep
the hon. member a moment from his seat;
but, if they were to accept a telegram in
this case, as sufficient proof of the election
of a member of the House, the precedent
would be exceedingly dangerous. Tele-
grams migiut Le sent to any part of the
country in anyone’s vame. The hon.
gentlemdn by remaining out of iis seat,
would lose little or notlnnw Of course
it was « loss that he Should be deprived
of his seat in the House for a moment
longer than was necessary. He thought
hon. members would see the great danger
of aceepting telegrams as conclusive evi-
dence of the return of any oue as a
memher of this House. He, for one,
must regard the proposal as objectionable,
and he took objection to it, not at all from
an hostility to the hon. gentleman, or fov
any purpose whatever than that of exer-
cising a reasonable amount of discretion
on matters of so great importance.

Sk JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thonght his hon. friend had bettar not
press the matter as far as ..r. Perrault
was concerned. He had no doubt it
would be found that the hon. gentleman
had a perfect rght to take his seat, and
he was assured the House would, not-
withstanding, award him all the privileges
to—pecuniary and otherwise—attached
his office.

CARILLON DAM AND WORKS.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. CHRISTIE moved for a return,
showing all tenders veceived for the com-
pletion of the Carillon Dum and Works,
and all correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and the Engineer and others,
relating to the prosecution of that work.

Mnr. Mousseav.

[COMMONS.]

and Works.

e said that the contract for these works
was given out by the Macdonald Govern-
ment in 1873, for $600,000, and should
have been completed two or three years
ago. 'Lhe contractor prosecuted the work
for several years, and somewhere about
$360,000 had been expended upon this
work. But during the past eighteen
months or two years nothing had been
done. During the last summer the late
Government trok it out of the hands of
the contractor, and advertised for tenders
for the completion of the work. Tenders
weve received during the month of
August last, and it was fully expected
the work would have been pushed to
completion. But it appearcd, since the
present Administration had come into
power, nothing further had been
done; at all events, the work had
not been renewed, and he thought this
was a matter very much to be regretted.
It was a work of very great importance
to the country, and of a special impor-
tance to the lumber trade. This was
one of the worst purts of the river, and
navigation was very seriously impeded
there. The slide on the south side of
the river was nearly gone, and last year
wus a cause of great delay and loss in
the passing of timber. The slide on the
north side hasnot yet been built, and the
result would be, in all probability, most
damaging to the lumber trade during
the present year. That was not all. It
was commonly reported that the work
which had been done, and on which so
much money had been expended, was
now going to ruin, and was in danger of
being swept away by the spring floods ;
the material which had been pre-
pared was deteriorating, the timber was

! rotting, and would soon become unfit for

use. It seemed to him that the present
was a favourable time for the prosecution
of this work. Tt was well known there
was a great scarcity of employment;
wages were lower, farm products were
cheaper, and money scarcer than they had
been for many years, consequently, the
work could be done at a greatly dimin-
ished cost, and with a great saving to
the country. There could be no doubt,
if this work had been prosecuted vigor-
ously, if the money ($240,000) voted
by the House daring the last Session
had been expended as was intended, the
work now would have been far advanced
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towards completion, employment would
have been furnished to hundreds now
out of work, a market afforded
for some of our farm products,
and the depression which had been felt
in that section of the country, as well as
in the other parts of the Dominion, would
have been relieved. He thought it was
desirable that this House and the coun-
try should be putin possession of the
inforination for which be had asked, and
he thought they should know why a work
of such vital importance, upon which so
much money had been expended, and
which was lying unproductive, should be
suspended or abandoned. The endless
and unnecessary delays which had saken
place in connection with these works
had been a cause of great disappointment
to many, and of general and wide-spread
dissatisfaction.

Mgr. JONES moved in amendment,
that the said resolution be amended by
adding the following words :—¢ And all
papers, letters, correspondence and re-
ports, in any way relating to the Caril-
lon works from their inception in 1873,
to the present time, as also Messrs.
Bhanly and Keefer's report on the work,
which was submitted to the Government
by the contractors.”

MRr. TUPPER said there was no
objection to the motion. The facts
stated by the hon. mover were nearly,
if not altogether, accurate. The tenders
were sent in in 1873, the work to be
completed in 1875, but it was not finished.
During the past season, it was
taken out of the hands of the contract-
ors by the Government, and tenders in-
vited ; and, finding that Mr. McNamee's
tender was the lowest, his (Mr. Tupper’s)
decision was to award it to him. But
bqfore the contract was entered into,
without his altering his mind, or any
change in the opinion of the Government

taking place as to the import-
ance of the work, the financial
position  of the country was found

to be such as to render it inadvisable to
press ona large public expenditure that
wm'xld admit of postponement. It was
entirely in consequence of that state of
affairs that the Governmens informed
Mr. McNumee that at present the work
would be suspended. It was suspended,

[FeBrUARY 19, 1879.]

and Works. 45

though it was the desire of the
Government to proceed with it as soon
as they could, consistently with the
financial position of the country. He
was not able 1o say whether it would be
possible to provide fer the prosecution of
that work this year ; the matter was
under consideration, and, when a decision
was arrived at, he would inform the hon.
gentleman. A large portion of the
amendment was unobjectionable, but it
was not usual to Ising down estimates of
the engineers upon which contracts were
let. Such papers were considered to be,
to a certain extent, confid-ntial, and
their production would, he was afraid,
establish a bLad precedent. Tf the hon.
gentleman struck out the clause on that.
subject, he (Mr.Tupper) saw no objection
to the amendment.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was very
glad that the hon. gentleman who had
just spoken had decided on the course
indicated. It would be extremely incon-
venient and prejudicial to the public
service if the approximate estimates
prepared by the engineers were made
public ; they should be held as sacred,
for the eyes of the Minister alone. It
was quite impossible to calculate the
injury that might resnlt from their
publication.

Mgr. JONES saii he would not.
oppose the suggestion for amendment
made by the Minister of Public Works ;
but he must say the House should
have cognizance of all  atters
connected with the Public Works
of the country—mnot so much in this mat-
ter with regard to what works were now
in progress, but with regard to what was
past. He did think the House should
be informed of all matters connected with
the contract for this work, and that the-
engineers should not be enabled to shield
thewselves from responsibility for any
errors or mistakes they might have made.

Mz. WHITE (North Renfrew) said
he regretted exceedingly to learn from
the Minister of Public Works that it
was not the intention of the Government
to proceed with the prosecution of that
work during the ensuing summer. This
matter was brought betore the attention
of the House on former occasions, in 1877
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and 1878 ; during the former year the
hon. member for Lambton (Mr. Macken-
zie) declared that the old slides were
damaged considerably the previous season,
and that it had become necessary to take
decided action for repairs. Again, last
year, that hon. gentleman informed the
House that it was the intention of the
Government to have the wmatter in such
a state that, when the water reached the
lowest stage, the Government would be
able to prosecute fhe work with the
utmost possible vigour. He was aware
that the construction of those improve-
ments at Carillon was necessary in the
interests of the navigation—so that boats
carrying lumber might be able to pass
during the whole summer ; and, in the
reports of the Minister of Public Works,
it was stated that the works previously
constructed had already sustained con-
siderable damage, and that, unless the
works of the new canal were completed,
1t would be necessary to reconstruct the
locks of the old canal, which were in a
state incapable of being sustained much
longer, and great inconvenience would be
felt. Much work had been done and public
money expended ; money which, if he was
correctly informed, by the exposure of
the works in their unfinished state,
would be, to a great extent,a loss to
the country. It sesmed to him the
Government ought to make every effort
in their power to bring that work to as
speedy a completion as possible.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

MAINTENANCE OF ROADS AND DES-
TRUCTION OF WEEDS BILL.

MOTION FOR CORRESPONDEXNCE.

Mzr. MOUSSEAU moved for copies
of all correspondence between the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Quebec and the Secre-
tary of State,in 1877, in relation to a
Bill intituled : ““ An Act to provide for
the formation of Joint Stock Companies
for the maintenance of roads and the des-
truction of weeds.”

THE LATE GENERAL ELECTIONS.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. CHARLTON moved for a return
showing the numbter of votes polled for
each candidate in the different electoral

Mg, WHITE.
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digtricts during the late General Elee-
tions ; the total number of votes on the
voters’ lists of each district ; the popula-
tion in such constituency as shewn by
the last census; such return to show
the returns of special elections, held up
to the date of making the return.

Motion agreed to.

DISMISSAL OF JOHN B. SMITH.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mzr. RYKERT moved for a return of
all correspondence and papers in con-
nection with the dismissal of John B,
Smith from the office of Deputy-Super-
intendent of the Southern Section of the
Welland Canal, as also the report of the
Superintendent of the Welland Canal in
reference to such dismissal. He said
the person mentioned in the resolu-
tion was dismissed or suspended on
January 16th, 1874, upon a personal
charge made against him by the
late Minister of Puvlic Works.
That gentleman had been employed by
the Government, and, from what was
known in that neighbourhood, had dis-
charged his duties faithfully, and there
wag no reason for his dismissal. On the
16th January, a few days before the
elections for the House of Commons, Mr.
Smith was suspended by an order issued
from the Public Works Department, by
telegraph, as follows :—““Suspend John
B.Smith, because there areseriouscharges
made against him.” On the 21st January
a very larzely signed petition wax
sent to the Government, signed by lead-
ing men of both parties, among whom
were his (Mr. Rykert's) late opponent
in the local election, and other leading
Reformers of that constituency, asking
that Mr. Smith be restored to his posi-
tion, in which it was alleged he gave the
greatest satisfaction. On February 3rd
that petition was sent to the Public
Works Department, and Mr. Page en-
dorsed on it the following words :—* Mr.

Smith was, I believe, a foreman
in  the central part of the
Welland ~ Canal, but, having no

knowledge of the reason for his sus-
pension, I am unable to say whether or
not he should be reinstated ” QOn the 20th
February, Mr. Smith wrote, demanding
an investigation of those charges. That

*
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letter, by some means or other, was not
presented to the Department until some
time in May. It wassent by Mr. Bod-
well, Superintendent of the canal, accom-
panied by a letter directing the attention
of the Department to Mr.Smith’s dismissal.
On that report and letter of petition,
the following words were endorsed :—
“'Will attend to this when I visit the
Canal. Signed, A. M.” No doubt those
initials referred to the Minister of Public
‘Works. Up to the present, no action
had been taken. Immediately after that
telegram, a gentleman in the interest of
hon. gentlemen opposite was appointed
to take his place. He had no objection
10 any Government dismissing a man for
proper cause, but objected tc any Govern-
ment dismissing a man for political rea-
sons. He did not believe altogether in
the doctrine that to the victor belonged
the spoils. No public servant should
be dismissed unless for good cause. He
believed Mr. Smith was a faithful ser-
vant, the best guarantee of which was
that a petition had been sent to .the
Department, signed by the leading gentle-
menof his constituency,and thetwo whom
he had defeated the last two years. An
investigation was refused Mr. Smith, and
he asked the hon. gentlemen on the
Treasury Benches to take action to have
an investigation made, and, if it were
proved that Mr. Smith was dismissed for
election purposes, to have him restored
to his position.

Motion agreed to.

RIVIERE DU LOUP BRANCH G. T. R.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mz. FISET moved for copies of cor-
respondence between the Government
and the Grand Trunk Railway Company
of Canada, in the matter of the purchase
or lease by the Government of that por-

tion of the Railway between Rivitre du
Loup and Pointe Lévis.

Me. TUP_PER asked the Lon. gen-
tleman to withdraw the motion until the !
correspondence, which was now in pro- |
gress, was concluded, }

Motion, with leave of the House, with-

drawn.
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EXPENDITURE ON RAILWAYS AND

CANALS.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mz. CARTWRIGHT moved for a
return of the total amount expended up
to the 1st day of January, 1879, on the
enlargement of the Welland Canal ; on
the Lachine Canal ; on the Pacific Rail-
way and the Survey thereof ; on the sec-
tion of the Pacific Railway extending
from Thunder Bay to Selkirk ; and also
a statement of the sums further required
from the first January, 1879, to be
expended to complete the Welland Canal,
the Lachine Canal, and the section of
the Pacific Railway extending from
Thunder Bay to Selkirk, as estimated by
Department of Public Works.

Mr. TUPPER said he had no objee-
tion to furnishing the information which
would be of convenience to members
when the discussion came up.

Motion agreed to.

CIVIL BSERVICE APPOINTMENTS IN

TORONTO.
MOTION' FOR NAMES OF PERSONS.

Mg. ROBINSON moved for copies of
names of all persons appointed in the
Inland Revenue, Post Office, and Custom
House in the City of Toronto, between
4th November, 1873, and 10th October,
1878 ; the dates of such appointments ;
their salaries when appointed and
whether increased during the above
periods, and, if so, the amount of such
increase.

Motion agreed to.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after
Four o'clock,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Thwrsday, 20th February, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PrAvErs.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
REPORT PRESENTED.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pre-

sented the Report of the Special Com-
mittee appointed to prepare and report
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lists of members to compose the Select

Standing Committees ordered by the
House.

S JOHN A. MACDONALD
moveqd :

«That the House concur in the report in so0
far as it relates to the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Sianding Orders.”

Motion agreed to.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Sk JOHN A. MACDONALD
moved :

«That a Select Committee be appointed to
assist Mr. Speaker in the direction of the
Library of Parliament, so far as the interests
of this House are concerned, and to act as
Members of a Joint Committee of both Houses
on the Library; composed ot Sir John A.
Macdonald, and Messrs. Anglin, Baby,
Brecken, Cameron (South Huron), Cartwright,
Colby, Daly, IFortin, Houde, LaRue, Laurier,
MacDonnell, Mackenzie, Mills, and Wright;
and that a Message be sent to the Senatc,
to acquaint them therewith.”

Motion agreed to.

INSOLVENCY ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
(Mr. Bourassa.)
FIRST READING.
Mr. BOURASSA introduced a Bill
(No. 2) To amend the Insolvency Act
of 1875 and the Acts amending the same.

Bill read the first time.

DEATH OF THE PRINCESS ALICE,
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A DMessage was received from the
Senate, with an Address to Her Most
Gracious Majesty, of condolence on the
death of Her Royal Highness the
Princess Alice, Grand Duchess of Hesse,
to which the concurrence of this House
was desirved.

., On motion of Sir JouN A. Macpon-
ALp, the said Message and Address
were ordered to be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow.

THE INSOLVENT ACT OF 1875.

QUESTION.

Mg. GIGAULT enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
repeal the existing Insolvency Laws, and,
in the case of their repeal, to propose one

81z JorN A. MACDORALD,
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uniform law for the whole of the Domin-
ion having as its object: 1. Affording
means for the liguidation of the property
of insolvent traders, in a more just, and
equitable, and less expensive way than
was practised before the Insolvency Act
of 1864 ; 2. To compel the insolvent
trader to make an assignment of his
property to a public officer entrusted
with the duty of making a division
among the credivors.

Mgr. MACDONALD (Pictou) : The
subject will be considered when the Bill,
notice of which has already been given,
isintroduced. Indeed, the whole subject
is under the consideration of the Govern-
ment at present.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Do I under-
stand the hon. gentleman to say that
Ministers have given notice of a Bill on
the subject ?

Mr. MACDONALD (Pictou): No;
the Bill is introduced by a private mem-
ber, and stands for a second reading ; the
whole subject will come up under that
measure.

WIDENING THE CHAMBLY CANAL.

QUESTION.

Mzr. BENOIT enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
widen the Chambly Canal. Tf it is their
intention to do so, when do they propose
to begin the work ?

Mr. TOPPER: Itis not, at present,
the intention of the Government to pro-
pose widening the Chambly Canal.

SHELBURNE HARBOUR LIGHT.

QUESTION.

Mgr. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) en-
quired, Whether the harbour light at
Shelburne, Nova Scotia, is to be rebuile
this year; and if so, whether upon Sand
Point, the site of the former light, or
at Fort Point, on the western side of the
harbour.

Mr. PIOPE (Queen’s, P.EIL): The
subject is under the consideration of the
Government.
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INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY EMPLOTYES
FUXND.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. McKAY moved for a return in
detail of the fund known as the ¢ Inter-
colonial Railway Employés Insurance
Fund,” showing,

1st. Amounts collected from railway
employés monthly since its inception
(October 1st, 1874), to 1st February,
1879.

2nd. Amounts paid by Railway Ds-
partment to said fund.

3rd. Amounts paid out on account of
said fund.

(«) Number and amount of death
claims in each class. Name of person,
employment and cause of death.

(6) Number of weeks’ indemnity paid
under each class. Party to whom paid,
date and cause of accident.

(¢} Amounts, if any, paid to non-sub-
scribers, names, date and reason for such
payment.

4th. Statement of amount now at
credit of said fund, when and to whose
credit deposited.

Oth. Statement of railway employés
who are exempt from contributing to the
fund, and reason for such exemption.

6th, Statement of claims agains’ said
fund unpaid, by whom made, ard cause
of non-payment.

7th. Copies of all correspondence on
the subject.

Motion ayreed to.

QUEBEC LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
QUESTION.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. MOUSSEAU moved for copies
of the p-tition addressed to the Governor
in Council,by the Hon, Messrs. Chapleau,
Church and Angers, praying, in view of
the reasons therein set forth, for the dis-
m}ssal of His Homour Luc Leteilier,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of
Quebec ; of the answer made to the said
petition by the said Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, and of the reply made by the said
Hon. Messrs. Chapleau, Church and
Angers to the said answer, and all cor-
respondence and papers relating to the
subject.

4
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Mr. McCARTHY suggested that the
motion should be amended by adding the
following words : “ And all correspon-

dence and papers relatiog to the subject.”

Mr. MACKENZIE : That means, of
course, correspondence between the Gov-
ernment and some officials ; it would
cover no private correspondence ?

Mr. MOUBSEAU : Tt means all the
papers connected with the memorial, or
petition, the answer to the Lieutenant-
Governor, and the reply to that answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Wkat is meant,
I presume, is the correspondence relating
to this particular memorial.

Mr. McCARTHY : Relating to the
whole subject.

Mgr. MACKENZIE : The subject is
a very large one. I think the corres-
pondence should be only such as related
to the matters mentioned in the papers
called for. I have no objection to that,
as it is cognate to the subject ; but, if the
motion is to be made to include the pro-
duction of everything, whether relating
to this memorial or not, it is a very
different matter. I do not object to the
motion of the hon. member for Bagot
{Mr. Mousseau), my remarks merely re-
ferring to the supplementary part.

Mr. MOUSSEAU : My object is to
get all the exhibits.

Mr. McCARTHY said he wished more
than that—any correspondence with re-
gard tothis particularmotion. Not merely
did they wish the memorial, but the cor-
respondence in the early part of last
spring.

Mr. MACKENZIE : That was brought
aown by Message last spring. The hon.
gentleman will find it in the Votes and
Proceedings.

Mr. McCARTHY : I do not think
any answer of the Executive was brought
down,

Mr. MACKENZIE : Lieut.-Governor
Letellier's answer was brought down.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY ROUTE.
MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for copies
of the reports of engineers and others
made since the 1st ¢f October last, res-
pecting the route, or construction of any
part of the Pacific Railway ; the removal
of rails from Vancouver Island to Yale;
copies of any instructions issued by the
Government relating to the same ; peti-
tions or letters addressed to the Govern-
ment, and all correspondence relating
thereto. e requested the hon. the Min-
ister of Public Works to bring down the
papers as early as possible, witha view
to enabling members to acquaint them-
selves thoroughly with all the facts, pre-
vious to discussion.

Mr. TUPPER : No time will be lost
in complying with the motion.

Motion egreed to.

BOUNDARIES OF ONTARIO.
MOTION FOR REPORTS.

Mr. DAWSON moved for copies of
all reports of the arbitrators appointed
to enquire into the matter of the boun-
daries between the northernly and west-
ernly limits of Ontario, and the unorgan-
ised territories of the Dominion with all
documents bearing thereon, whether pro-
duced by the Dominion Government,
the said Province of Ontario, or other-
wise. He said the returns called for
by this motion related toa subject of
very great importance, not only to the
district which he had the honour to
represent, not only to Ontario, but to
the Dominion at large. The papers,
when brought down, would be found to
be of decp interest, as showing on what
Ontario had based her claims ; on what
the Dominion cliims were founded, and
on what grounds the arbitrators had
arrived at their award. The question
of these Western and  northern

boundaries had long been a disputed one, |

and he would not enter into it at any
great length on the present occasion.
By the award, if it should be approved
by Parliament, a very large extent of
territery would fall to Ontario, and, as
the representative of the district chiefly
affected, he could not congratulate Ont~
ario very warmly on the acquisition,
not that the territory was not valuable

MRr. MACKENZIE.
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in itself, but because he was afraid that
Ontario was in no position to deal with

it. If this award should be accepted as
final, the territories of Ontario would ex-
tend on the north to Hudson
Bay, cover all of the great
lakes within DBritish territory, and
reach to the verge «f the great

prairies of the North-West. He believed,
however, that the constitution of the
Province was not such as to admit of her
dealing with territories so far from her
centres of population. She cculd not
establish a territorial Government, and
it would be a mnever-ending source of
embarrassment to her to administer the
affairs of a country so far distant as the
Lake of the Woods. - He had always
been of opinion that it would be of
advantage to Ontario, and to the Do-
minion at large, that a great portion, if
not the whole, of Algoma, including the
regions of Rainy River and the Lake of
the 'Woods, should be formed into a
separate Province. It was with Ontario
that the trade of these regions must
chiefly be, under any circumstances, and
if, by forming them into a Province they
would grow faster, and their great
natural resources become sooner devel-
oped, it would be to thke interest of
Ontario that they should be made a
separate Province. Of course there was
expense attendant on the formation of
new Provinces, but Manitoba now paid
her way ; the Customs revenue from that
Province already amounted to about
$225,000 annually, and he believed that,
if a new Province were formed of the
districts he had mentioned,it, also, would
soon pay its way. The forests of Rainy
River abounded in pine, for which there
would be a ready market in the un-
wooded prairies of the west, and these
forests would at once yield a revenue,

and there w:iuld be a revenue,
also, from the sale of lands.
He had bestowed some attention

on the question of the boundaries, and
he could not conceive on what grounds
the Commissiorers arrived at their award.
In all the discussions which ever took
place, the boundary chosen by them had
never even been suggested as the actual
one. He had not seen their instructions;
but, if they were left free to establish an
arbitrary boundary, of course they did
not exceed their powers, if it was with-
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in the Constitution to grant them such
powers ; but, if, on the other hand, they
were instructed to investigate and ascer-
tain where the boundary line between
Ontario and the territories of the Do-
minion really was, they had certainly
fallen into errer. Ontario had just as
good a claim to the plains of the Sas-
katchewan, as she had to at least a great
part of the territory awarded by the
arbitrators.  They had two very im-
portant points to ascertain, and on these
two points the whole question hinged.
The first was as to the western boundary
of the old Province of Quebec, previous
to 1785 ; and the next, to say where the
southern boundary of the territories of
the Merchant Adventurers of England
trading to Hudson’s Bay was. The
Dominion Government claimed that the
Quebec Act, that was, the ITmperial Act
of 1774 (14 George III), established
the western boundary of the old Province
of Quebec. By that Act, the boundary
was described as running northward from
the point of junction of the Ohio and
Mississippi, and the Dominion Govern-
ment held that the word “ northward,”
as there used, meant due north. This
was also the view which the Judges of the
Quebee Courts took in 1818. But Cntario
objected to the word ¢mnorthward” as
being indefinite, and claimed that the
proper construction to put on that part
of the Act was that * northward” meant
north-westward along the Mississippi ;
and in the Commission of 1774, to Sir
Guy Carleton, then Governor of the
Province, the western boundary was de-
scribed as running northward along the
east bank of the Mississippi, to the terri-
tories of the Merchant Adventurers of

England, trading to Hudson Bay.
This clearly  brought the terri-
tories of the Hudson Bay Company
to  the  Mississippi, or, in other

words, to about the 47th parailel of
north latitule. But, if the Hudson Bay
Compz}ny’s territories came so far south,
Ontario wouid be cut off from the North-
West altogether. The writers on the
part of Ontario derided the decision of
the Quebec J udges, as to the meaning to
be attached to the word * northward”
in the Act of 1774 ; but, in the Acts,
treaties and commissions of those days,
northward and westward were sometimes
used to designate true morth and due
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west. In the treaty respecting the Ore-
gon boundary, the expression “west-
ward” along the 49th parallel was used,
instead of the words ‘¢ due west,” and in
another treaty the words ‘“ due western
course” were used to designate a due
west line. Terms of the same kind
occurred in the recent award of the arbi-
trators, where they used the words, *‘a
true meridional line drawn northerly,” so
that there did not seem to be anything
very unreasonable in construing the word
“northward,” in ths Act of 1774, as
meaning due north, move especially in
view of other facts bearing on the mutter,
The writers for Ontario had made good
the fact that the Canada of the ¥French
extended to the Rocky Mountains, at
least; but thev had failed to show that
the whole of French Canada was included
in the old Provinee of Quebec as consti-
tuted by the Act of 1774 ; and it was
reasonable to believe that the western
sections were considered rather as depend-
encies than as parts of the Province.
They always referred to a proclamation,
issued by General Clark, in 1791, when
acting as Governor during Lord Dorches-
ter’s absence, in which Upper Canada
was described as embracing the who'e of
the western regions to the utmost extent
of the country known as Canada; but
they ignored Governor-General Lord Dor-
chester’s proclamation of a few weeks
previous date, in which the Order in
Council, based on the Act of 1791, was
cited, and in which Upper Canada was
described as extending only to the western
limit of the former Province of Quebec.
In considering the subject of the west-
ern boundaries of Ontario, the Act of
1803 (43 Gecrge 1I1) should always be
kept in view. It was passed to provide
for the maintenance of order in a district
which, in the preamble, was described as
being in no Province whatever. The
disturbed district, for which this Act was
specially passed, extended from Fort Wil-
Liam and Lake Superior to Lake Winnipeg
and Red River. TIf, therefore, this district
was beyond the territories and jurisdic-
tion of Upper Canada in 1803, how
could 1t be within the Province of On-
tario now 1 The Judges ot Quebec, in
giving their decision in the De Reinhard
case, were, in a great measure, guided by
the Act of 1803. The award, he be-
lieved, had to be confirmed by Act of
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Parlisment before it could take effect,
and it would be a serious question to
consider whether it should be confirmed
or not. 1f the Merchant Adventurers of
England trading to Hudson Bay had
ever possessed any territory to which
their right was undoubted and unsuscep-
tible of dispute, it was to the country
about James's Bay, where they had posts
and establishments for two hundred
years, where their rights were confirmed
by treaties, and acknowledged, after the
Treaty of Utrecht, by France as well as
England ; yet this territory was, by the
award, decided never to have been theirs.
DBut this was not all. The western ex-
tremity of the tract awarded ran into
the region covered by the old colony of
Assiniboia — a colony recognised by the
Tmperial Government, inasmuch as the
Imperial troops had, on different occa-
sions, been sent there, while in some
other respects it was treated in the same
manner asa CrownColony. At all events,
it was a colony which should not
now be ignored in considering the gues-
tion of boundaries in the North-West.
The question wus a very wide one, and
he should not longer detain the House ;
but he could not conelude without refer-
ring to the very great ability and the
untiring industry with which the case
for Ontario had been made up. Ontario
had spared no expense in order to make
good her claims ; she had employed able
men in this country, and her emissaries
had been sent to England and France to
look into the old records of French Can-
ada. Whatever other result might arise
from the labours of the gentlemen em-
ployed by Ontario, they had, at least,
thrown a great deal of light on the early
history of the country, and the volumes
they had produced would, for all time to
come, be of value to the country. It
remained to be seen what the Govern-
ment of the Dominion had done in the
same direction.

Mz. MACDOUGALL said he thought
the hon. gentleman who had proposed
this motion would have served the case
better had he abstained from entering
into a discussion of the merils of the
award, and the law and facts connected
with"the question itself at this stage. It
was, as the hon. member had said,
a very large and involved question ;
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one which demanded extensive his-
torical research in order to arrive
at a correct understanding of it
and it could hardly be expected that
hon. members of this House could at
once, upon statements made in Parlia-
ment and under the acoustic difficulties
which obstructed their heering in this
chamber, grasp the question as presented,
even by the hon. gentleman. When the
papers came down, no doubt the Gov-
ernment would feel it to be their duty to
present their view, and indicate the
course they intended to take, and all
would be anxious to know what their
view and the course to be adopted would
be. He (BIr. Macdougall) had given
some attention to the subject for some
years, and did not entirely agree with
the view of his hon. friend, who had
also given it a great deal of attention,
and was well qualitied to form a correct
opinion on the facts such as he bhad
presented them. They had had occasion
in another place to discuss this same
question, und present the reisons pro
and con. for the conclusions at which his
hon. friend had arrived. He entirely
agreed with him that the boundary
decided upon by the arbitrators
was a boundary which they themselves
bad made. It was not found in any
Statute, Order in Council, proclamation or
official document in any quarter. The
arbitrators had assumed that the bound-
ary on the east ran to Hudson Bay;
that was, that the boundary between On-
tario and Quebec should be prolonged to
Lake Temiscaming to Hudson Bay.
He did not think there was any authority
for that. It was convenient, looked well
upon a map, and they had found,in some
communications between the Imperial
Government and their officers in this
country, the words * to the boundary of
Hudson Bay.” He (Mr. Macdougall)
had taken occasion, when in England, to
look into that peint to ascertain how this
expression came to be used, and became
satisfied that it was a mere clerical error
in the copies of the original report of the
Attorney-Generzl, when the boundary
between Upper and Lower Canada was
being defined. No one would use that
word “boundary,” in describing the
shores of a bay. It was wupon that
slight circumstance the Commissioners
assumed they had an authority to run the
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eastern boundary to Hudson Bay in-
stead of the boundary of the Hudson Bay
Territories, and having got there it was
necessary to get away from it. They,
therefore, proceeded along the shore
westward to Albany River, then up the
river and across country until they
reached the JTmke of the Woods,
and connected the boundary on the
north with the boundary on the
west.  He thought there was very
good law as well as good historical
evidence to controvert the view pre-
sented by bhis hon. friend, that the
bhoundary on the west was the lire of
latitude which cut the junction of the
Ohio and DMississippi Rivers.  That
really had been the great point in dispute.
The difficulty he felt with respect to this
arbitration was that it was not a legal
arbitration, and bound no one. e
trusted the hon. the Minister of
Justice would be able to satisfy the
House that it was competent for this
Parliament and the Loeal Legislature
of any Province, by agreement, to change
the original boundaries of that Province.
His own impression was, that they
had no such authority, that the Tmperial
Act declared that the Provinces which
entered into Confederation had done so
according to their legal boundaries at the
time of Confederation. e did not think
there was any authority in this Parlia-
ment, and the Legislature of any of the
old Provinces, by agreement or otherwise,
to change the boundaries of a Province.
He believed the people of Ontario, Que-
bec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
had a legal and constitutional right to
preserve the boundaries with which they
entered into Confederation. If he were
right in his view of the construction of
the British North America Act, then
they were not capable of delegating their
P‘O\Vers to any Board of Arbitration or
Commissioners. Their power was legis-
lative by virtue of the authority conveyed
by this Tmperial Act, and the maxim
delegatus non potest delegare would ap-
ply. So far as this boundary was con-
cerned, it wag probably as convenient
as any, but  he had merely
risen  for  the  purpose of re-
minding the House and the country
:lﬁi: thil;ig’:xfe difficulties counected with
frien d(’] § and because his hon.

s speech, which had been pre-
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sented to the House with his usual ability,
and which, he presumed, would go into
the Official Reports, would, perhaps. pre-
possess the public mind in favour of his
view. He would repeat that the ques-
tion was a difficult one. His bon. friend
had long held peculiar views of it, and
fixed views in respect to it, but there
weve other members of the House who
did not entirely agree with him.

Mr. MILLS said that, when the mat-
ter came up at a subsequent period of the
Session, there would, perhaps, be a better
opportunity of entering into the discus-
sion of the award made by the arlitra-
tors. He did not think the objection
made by the hon. member for Halton
would be found to be a valid one. It
was quite true this Parliament, under
the British North America Act of 1867,
could not, by any agreement with any
Province alter the boundaries of that
Province. He did not know that the
arbiteators in this particular matter had
undertaken to alter the boundaries. Ilis
impression was that in making their
award they simply declared wheve they
believed the boundary to be. But, apart
from that, if the hon. gentleman would
Iook at the British North America Act
of 1871, he would see that the Act ex-
pressly provided that the houndaries
of any Province might be altered
in the manner therein provided; that
a Province might be enlarged, or part
of its territory might be transferred to
the Dominion by arrangement with the
Province and the Government of Can-
ada. Cousequently, he did not consider
that the dificulty suggested existed. Ie
thought, if the hon. gentlerman would
look at ali the correspondence in the
reports, and the documents that had
been published by the Government of
Ontario, he would find that there was a
great deal to be said in favour of the
boundary that had been established.
The hon. member for Halton said there
was nothing to show why the bound-
ary between the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec should be extended to the Hud-
son Bay Territory, He (Mr. Mills) was
inclined to differ from him on that point.
He was of opinion that there was asgreat
deal to be shown in favour of that being
done. The hon. gentleman knew right
well that in regard to Crown Colonies—
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but not as to Proprietary Colonies—it
was the prerogative of the Crown to alter
or change the boundaries of those colonies
as it might see proper. That was decided
in reference to the old colonies which
now formed a part of the United States.
The hon. gentleman would also find that
when the Hudson Bay Company was
revested with its territories, the company
was explicitly informed that a portion of
these territories, at least, was only
transferred to them for the purposes
of trade, and mnot as property.
These subjects which were involved in
this question of boundary might be very
properly discussed when the matter
came again before the House, as he
had no doubt the Government would
find it necessary to bring the matter
under the consideration of Parliament.

Mr. MACDOUG A LL said, with refer-
ence to the point as to the British North
America Act of 1¢71, the question was
not a new one. That Act never was
intended to affect ur give authority to
alter the boundaries of an old Province.
It was intended to apply to the new
Provinces they were creating in the
North-West. The draft of the Act, the
correspondence in respect to it, and the
language of the preamble showed it was
limited to the new Provinces. It was
not explained to the House at the time
it was passed that it should apply to the
old Provinces. He adwitted that, from
the loose way in which the Act was
drawn, the construction the hon. gen-
tleman contended for was verbally
possible, but it certainly was not the in-
tention of Parliament.

Motion agreed to.

JORDAN BAY BREAKWATER.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) moved
for a return showing all tenders re-
ceived for the erection of the break-
water at Jordan Bay, in -the county
of Shelburne; copies of the report of
the engineer or inspector, upon the
completion of that work; copies of
certificates upen which moneys were paid
to contractors ; return of salary paid in-
spector, or return of the expenditure of
money for the repair of the work in the
year 1877 or 1878 DLy day’s labour or

Mr. Mivs.
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otherwise ; copies of all reports upon the
recent damages to that work, and letters
of instruction to the inspector regarding
the same. He said his object in asking
for this information was to enable him to
lay before the House and his constituents
the official statement of the actual cost
of this important work.

Motion agreed to.

REVENUE FOR FEBRUARY, 1879.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mz, CARTWRIGHT moved for s
return shewing the receipts generally
during the twenty days from the lst to
the 20th day of February of the present
year.

Motion agreed to.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved for a
return of the imports and exports into
the Dominion of Canada during the six
months ending the lst day of January,
1879, as detailed in the monthly returns
to the Department of Customs. He said
he was aware that a full return would be
of a very voluminous nature, and that,
therefore, he wished simply for the infor-
mation which was supplied to the several
Departments.

Motion agreed to.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE.

. MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

MRr. CARTWRIGHT moved for a
detailed statement of receipts and expen-
diture during the seven months ending
on the Ist day of February, 1879, He
said his reason for asking for this return
was that the statement published in the
Official  Gazette, although sufficiently
full for general purposes, was not suffi-
ciently full for a Budget discussion.

Motion agreed to.

MONTMAGNY BASIN SURVEY.
MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mr. LANDRY moved for a statement
showing :—1. The number of engineers
and employés engaged in making, in
August and September last, an explora-
tion and survey of the basin of Mont-
magny and of the River St. Lawrence,
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opposite St. Thomas, L'Islet and St. Jean
Port Joli, with a view to deepening the
basin of Montmagny ; 2. The number of
days the said swrvey lasted; 3. The
total cost of the said survey.

Motion agreed to.

THE RUSSIAN PLAGUE—QUARANTINE
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST.

MOTION FOR ADDRESS.

Mgr. CHARLTON moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency the Governor-
General, praying that, in view of the ex-
istence of the plague in Russia, and of
its threatened progress westward, and in
view also of the probability that emigra-
tion will take place from Russia to Can-
ada during the present years to a consider-
ble extent, such quarantine and sanitary
regulations against infected countries or
districts may be determined upon, and
enforced at Canadian seaports and upon
the Canadian frontier, as shall furnish,
so far as intelligently directed efforts
may be able to do so, preventives and
safeguards against the introduction and
spread of pestilence. He said that prob-
ably not a single member of the House
was not aware of the fact that at present
the Asiatic plague in Russia was spread-
ing rapidiy. It was the same ter-
rible disease, which, known as ¢ black
death,” carried off 25,000,000 of
inhabitants of Europe in the fourteenth
century. Again, in 1665, it devastated
London and various parts of Europe,
and, in 1720, carried off one-half of the
inhabitants of Marseilles. The existence
of this disease in Russia was causing
lively apprehensions in Western Euarope,
and steps were being taken by various
nations, and by the United States, to
introduce efficient quarantine regulations
in order to prevent its spread. The
Awerican Government was about to send
a medical commission to Russia, to in-
quire into the nature of the disease, and
the proper mode of treating it. It was
a dissase that was propagated by per-
sonal contact, and clothing or articles
coming into contact with the parties
having the disease. Fortunately, the
disease was one which could be con-
trolled by efficient quarantine regula-
tions. He had deemed it proper to bring
this subject to the attention of the Gov-
ernment.  He was aware they had,
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among the Ministers of the Crown at the
present time, a very eminent medical » an
—a gentleman who, he had no doubt,was
fully alive to the importance of this
matter, and he had no doubt the Gov-
ernment would feel disposed to take such
course as was necessary in the public
interest.

Mz. POPE (Compton) said he did not
quite understand the purport or object of
his hon. friend’s motion ; but he might
say that the subject was a very import-
ant one, and it was very fortunate for
him (Mr. Pope) that he had a gentleman
of skill to consult, such as was referred to.
The Government were fully alive to the
danger of this disease, but they knew,
while spcaking at this moment, that
measures were being taken to prohibit
the spread of the disease west of the Sea
of Azov or the Black Sea, and therefore
we were in no great dangsr. They knew
also that emigrants coming from that
section of the country had to pass
through Germany, where there was o
very strict quarantine, and any individ-
ual from whom the slightest danger
was apprehended was not permitted to
pass. Apart from all that, he would say
to his hon. friend that we in this country
had very eflicient quarantine regulations,
and that those regulations were quite
sufficient to guard us against dis-
eases of this kind. He presumed
that his hon. friend, having hrought this
matter to the notice of the Government,
and there being no papers in particular
that bore on the subject, would withdraw
his motion.

Mgr. CASGRAIN said that, at the
port of Quebec, the regulations referred
to by the hon. the Minister of Agricul-
ture were not so efliciently carried out
as he (Mr. Pope) thought, because it was
well known that emigrants passed di-
rectly up to Quebec without being sub-
ject to quarantine at the station at Grosse
Isle. The consequence had been that
quite lately there had been a case of
small-pox brought in one of the vessels
to Quebec, and the patient had to be re-
moved to the Marine Hospital, and the
vessel reached the port of Montreal with
the disease on board, and returned to
Quebec with it—whether fromn that or
not, small-pox was prevailing in Quebec
since—and that was the very vessel
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in which His  Excellency TLord
Dufferin had afterwards returned to Eu-
rope, though notified of the occurrence
mentioned. He did not see that there
would be much danger if the vessels wers
visited at Grosse Isle before being allowed
to pass up to Quebec. It was true there
was a medical officer there, but he thought
that, in a case like the one referred to in
the motLon before the House, the Minis-
ter of Agriculture took a great responsi-
bility upon himself if he allowed the
regulations to remain as they were, in
view of the danger of disease coming
from the other side of the ocean.

Mr. CHARLTON said he could not |
see why any objection could be raised by |

the hon. the Minister of Agriculture to
the passage of the resolution, and he did
not feel warranted in assenting to the re-
quest to withdraw it. He considered it
a matter of very great importance, and
was of opinion that prompt meusures
should Le taken with regard to it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the law, as it now existed, clothed the
Government with quite sufficient authoz-
ity to establish an efficient quarantine, so
as to prevent vhe spread of the disease to
this country —sofar as a most rigid system
could effect thatohject. Thatbeing the case
—the law being so—the Government felt
that there was no necessity for strength-
ening their hands by a vote of this House
The law said that quarantine could be
established, and it was the duty of the
Govunment to carry the law out more
especially in the pressnce of a th reatened
danger of th#s kind. A motion of this
kind was simply a request to the Gover-
nor-General to ask the Government
to pecform their duty, and they
did not think there was any ne-
cessity for any such action. They
knew that the law was suflicient for the
purpose. Therefore, he thought the hon.
gentleman ought to remain satisfied, and
must remain satisfied, with callm" the
attention of the House to this %ub]ect
As his hon. friend the Minister of Agri-
culture had said, the disease must pass
through the countries of Furope before
is reached here.  England was nearer
the post of danger than Awerica, yet it
had been annouveed in the Brmsh Par-
liament that England apprehended no
danger from the disease invading the |
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shores of the British Isles. It must
come still further and cross the Atlantic
to arrive here. As his hon {riend had
pointed out, Germany had established
most rigid quarantine between Russia
and Russian Poland and her confines, so
there was no danger, or as little danger
as possible of the disease crossing from
Russia and Russian Poland into Germany
and through Germany to the ocean.
They had, in the first p]ace, all tle pro-
tection that the quarantine or prolibiting
regulations of Germany and the ot;her
nations of Europe afforded ; they had, in
vhe second place, a vast expansive ocean ;
and, in the third place, they had their
own quarantine laws, which were amjly
sufficient for the purpose. If the hon.
gentieman thought the laws did not give
sufficient power to the Government,
it was quite within his duty and
power to introduce a Bill for the purpose
of altering the quarantine regulations.
He believed the law was amply sufficient
for the purpose. The Government would
see that the regulations for the purpose
of preventing disease would be carried
out to the utmost extent, with the
utmost promptness, and with the single
object of preventing disease coming into
our country. They had also the advan-
tage of the United States tal king steps to
protecu their shores, and the steps so
taken to protect the United States were
so many steps taken to protect us.
Albtousthier, there was, he believed, little
danger of this dreadful disease invad-
ing America.  DBut there was a bare
possibility of its coming into this country,
though he did not think that an Address
to the Governor-General was at all re-
quired in the matter. Ie thought, also,
that the hon. gentleman ought to rest
satisfled with this assurance, and ought
not, in continuing this subject, to excite
a panic in the country. Some of them
were old enough to remember the result
of the panic of 1832 and 1834, and
that the panic was worse than ths disease.
‘When the hon. gentleman knew that they
had taken every possible step to prevent
the disease coming into this country, he
thought he ought rather to accept the as-
surance than hold cut a bug-bear that
might affect the people’s minds in a most
unwholesome manner. IIis hon. friend
from L'Islet spoke about the quarantine
; regulations not being carried out. It
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was quite possible that, when an ordinary
state of things existed, the regulations
were nob strictly enforced, and that a
single case of small-pox might be brought
in, but he did not think there was any
eveat danger froman occasional case of
sinali-pox getting into Quebec.

Mgr. CHARLTON asked if that would
have the effect of re-appointing one of
the medical officers at the port of Quebec,
whose services had been dispensed with.

SR JOHN A. MACDONALD said
very likely. If there was the slightest
danger of the disease coming here, not
only would the gentleman be restored,
but many others be appointed.

Mz. POPE (Compton) said that, with
respect to the case referred to, his hon.
iriend knew very well that steamships
passed Grosse Isle without examination.
1t was only for the Government to de-
clare that they should be examined. In
times of health, when passengers were
thoroughly examined only ten or fifteen
days before the time of their landing, it
was thought unnecessary, and it would
cause delay in the delivery of our muails.

Mgr. CHARLTON said that the as-
surances of the TFirst Minister were
satisfactory to him, and that they would,
no doubt, be most reassuring to the
country.” He begged leave to withdraw
the resolution.

Motion,
withdrawn.

Mz. FISET moved for copies of all
instructions, written or verbal, giving to
Collingwood Schreiber, Esq., C.E., since
10th October, 1878, on the subject of en-
quiries,inspectionsand examinations made
by him or yet to be made by him, against
certain persons employed on the northern
division of ‘the Intercolonial Railway ;
also, for copies of all instractions,
written cr verbal, given to the said C.
Sch}‘eiber, Esq., since the said date on the
subject of resignations and dismissals of
persons employed which have taken
place or which are to take place on the
same division of the railway ; also, for
copies of all correspondence which has
passed between the Government or any
member thereof, or any officer of the
Government, and any person whatsoever
in connection with the said examinations,

with leave of the House,
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enquiries and resignations of persons
emploved ; together with copies of all
complaints, written or verbal, preferred
since the 17th September, 1878, against
any person employed on the said division
of the railway.

Mg. TOUPPER said there was no ob-
jection to the motion passing. No
written instructions had been given to
Mr. Schreiber any further than when-
ever any complaint came into the De-
partment, in reference to any matters
such as alluded to, Mr. Schreiber had
been instructed to report to the Govern-
ment. When the reports were received
he had no objections to lay them on the
tatle, with a statement of any action
the Government might be obliged to
take.

Motion witidrawn.

Me. VALLEE moved, in amendment,
that the said resolution be amended, by
adding the following words :— Also a
statement shewing the mnames and
places of residence of all employés on
the said railway, discharged or dismiss-
ed between the year 1873, and the 17th
September, 1878.”

Motion, as amended, agrecd to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. DrCOSMOS moved for copies
of any Order in Council passed in June,
1876, locating the line of the Canada
Pacific Railway between Thunder Bay
and a point at or near Fort George, in
British Columbia, with all correspon-
dence between the Dominion and Colum-
bia Government, respecting the same;
also for a copy of an Order in Council of
August or September, 1878, respecting
the location of the line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway between Yellow Head
Pass and Burrard Inlet, with all correspon-
dence between the Dominion and Provin-
cial Governments respecting thesame ; and
also, a copy of any special report, if any,
of any engineer recommending the lo-
cation of the respective lines, and on
what the Orders in Council were directly
based.

Motion agreed to.
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OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE §}

DEBATES.
MOTION FOR SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mgr. BOWELL moved that a Select
Committee be appointed to supervise the
official reports of the debates of this
House during the present Session, with
power to report from time to time ; saii
Committee to be composed of Messrs.
Colby, Desjardins, Stephenson, White
(Cardwell), McDonald (Cape Breton),
Ross (Middlesex), Oliver, Béchard and
Charlton. He said he made this motion in
accordance with the practice hitherto fol-
lowed in the House in reference to the
reports of debates, and the supervision of
those reports by a Special Committee of
the House. Asexplained in the House
by the First Minister, when the Address
was under consideration, the Govern-
ment, believing that the principle of

official reporting would be approved by .
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the House, took the responsibility of ad- -

vertising for tenders, and gave the con-

tract for that work to the gentleman who .
now held it, subject to the approval of |

Parliament.

earliest possible moment. In the mean-
time, it was thought better that this
Committee should be appointed at once,
in order to organise and begin the super-
vision of the reporting and publication
of the debates and proceedings of the
House. The tenders advertised for were
to include the reporting, printing, transla-
tion, and binding ; and, he thought, when
the papers were laid before the House,
it would be seen that the tender
accepted was the best and cheapest,
all things being considered. The report
of the debates of last Session, and
all connected with it, cost upwards
of $18,000. The appropriation voted by
the last Parliament for the same purpose
this year was $15,000. By the contract
entered into this Session, the volume
was restricted to 1,500 pages, and the
expense would amount to a little over
$11,000, being between $3,000 and $4,000
less than the sum voted by Parliament
for that purpose, and some $7,000 less
than the sum expended last year.

Mgr. MILLS said he thought the hon.
gentleman ought not to press the mction

The contract, together with
the tenders which had been moved for, |
would be laid before the House at the |

'
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pating the action of the House on the
matter of the contract. It would be
only right 4nd proper that the House
should first see the tenders and the con-
tract, and ratvify what the Government
had done, if so disposed, before a
Committee was appointed for the purpose
indicated, otherwise they would be re-
versing the natural order of proceed-
ing.

Mr. BOWELL said this course had
already suggested itself to him, but he
had thought it just as well to have the
Committee appointed at once, seeing that
an appropriation for the reports had been
made by Parliament. However, he had
no objection that the matter should
stand, and, in the meantime, would en-
deavour to see that the contract and
tenders were laid on the table to-morrow.

Motion postponed.

House adjourned at
Te¢n minutes after
Five o’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Friday, 21st February, 1879.

The Speaker tiok the Chair at Three
o’clock.
PRAYERS.
NORTH YORK CONTROVERTED ELEC-
TION.

JUDGE'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER Iaid before the
House a certificate which he had re-
ceived from the HMon. Vice-Chan-
cellor Blake, one of the Judges selected
for the trial of Election Petitions pur-
suant to the Dominion Controverted
Elections Act, 1874, in the matter of the
election for the electoral district of the
North Riding of the County of York.

OFFICIAL REPORTING OF THE
DEBATES.

RETURN.

Mg. SPEAKER informed the Houss
that, in obedience to the order of the
House of Tuesday last, the Clerk of the
House had laid on the table a return of
the votices asking for tenders for report-

at the present time, because it was antici- | ing and publishing the Official Debates

Mgz. DzeCosmos.
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of this House ; together with copies of
all tenders received, and of all arrange-
ments or contracts entered into, for the
reporting and publication of said
debates.

MR. ANGLIN said he would like to
know how thes2 papers came into the
possession of the Clerk. They had never
come through his (Mr. Anglin’s) hands,
nor had he been communicated with in
regard to them. If they had come
through the Executive, he thought it
would be another instance of improper
interference on the part of the Executive.

Mz SPEAKER : The paper came
to me to be laid before the House. It
was put into my hands by the Clerk.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
LISTS CONCURRED IN.

Sk JOHN A MACDONALD

moved :

“That the report of the Special Committee
appointed to prepare and report lists of Mem-
bers to compose the Select Standing Commit-
tees of the House, in so far as relates to the
following Committees, viz.:—On Privileges
and Elections; on Expiring Laws; on Rail-
ways, Canals, and Telegraph Lines; on Mis-
cellancous Private Bills; on Printing; on
Public Accounts ; on Banking and Commerce ;
and on Immigration and Colonization, be con-
curred in.”

_ Motion agreed to, and report concurred
in.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
MMz, STEPHENSON moved :

« That a Message be sent to the Senate, request-
ing that their Honours will unite with this
House in the formation of a Joint Committee of
both Houses on the subject of the Printing of
Parliament ; and that the Members of the Select
Standing Committee on Printing, viz.:—Messrs.
Bowell, Bannerman, Béchard, Bunting, Charl-
ton, Costigan, Desjardins, Lanthier, McDonald
(Cape Breton), Ross (West Middlesex), Stephen-
son, Tassé, Thompson (Haldimand), Trow,
and Wallace (South N orfolk), will act as Mem-
bers of the said Joint Committee on Printing.”

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.—[BiL No. 4.}
(Mr. McCarthy.)

FIRST READING.

Mgr. McCARTHY introduced a Bill
(No. 4) To make better provision for the
trial of controverted elections of mem-
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bers of the House of Commons, by amend-
ing and consolidating the Acts now in
force on that subject.

Bill read the first time.

DEATH OF THE PRINCESS ALICE.
ADDRESS OF CONDOLENCE TO THE QUEEN,

Order for consideration of Message
from the Senate, acquainting this House
that their Honours have passed an Ad-
dress of condolence to Her Most Gracious
Majesty on the death of Her Royal
Highness the Princess Alice, Grand
Duchess of Hesse, and transmitting the
same, and desiring the concurrence of this
House therein, read.

SR JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
am sure that this House will have a mel-
ancholy pleasure in joining in this, I may
say, most beautifully worded Address sent
to us from the Senate, condoling with
Her Majesty on her late bereavement.
Though that calamity has not been of so
very recent a date, and we may therefore
hope that the blow is somewhat alle-
viated, yet it is our duty to tuke the
eailiest opportunity of our assembling,
to assure Her Majesty that the people
of Canada and the representatives of the
people in this House heartily sympa-
thise with Her Majesty in her great loss.
I feel that T am not called upon to en-
large upon this subject; the Address
speaks for itself. It conveys our hearty
expression of feeling, and we would fain
hope that Her Majesty’s loss will be, in
some degree, alleviated by the knowledge
that her sorrows are our sorrows, her
joy and her happiness the source of the
greatest gratification and pleasnre to us.
The feeling in Canada, as in all parts of
the Empire, is not lip-loyalty. We owe
our duty of loyalty to the Crown, but
we also present our respectful and loyal
affections to Her Majesty in her personal
character. 'We have personal feelings of
affection for the gracious lady who
presides over this vast empire. We may
hope that such solace as these assvrances
can give, will have its effect upon Her
Majesty. Her grief was intensified by
an unhappy coincidence, the death of her
beloved child reminding her of the
grief of her life, the loss of the Prince
Consort. We all know that the Princess
Alice deserved all the affection bestowed
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on her, and the touching circumstances
which occasioned her death hanging over
the dying body of her child, increases
our sorrow at her loss and our know-

ledge of the gravity and depth of the i

feeling which must pervade Her Majes-
ty’s breast. I shall say no more, but
shall move this Address, seconded by the
hon. leader of the Opposilion.

Mr. MACKENZIE : T have a mel-
ancholy pleasure in seconding the motion

made by the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Government. As a

portion of the Dritish Empire, it would
ke our duty on the occasion of any be-
reavement in the Royal family, to pass
such an Address ; but towards Her Ma-
jesty we entertain feelings of peculiar
respect and veneration. She, above all
her predecessors, has established a par-
sonal claim to the good will and
affection of all her subjecls in every
part of her wide Dominion. On the
occasion of her recent bereavement, we
all know that she was deprived of one of
her principal domestic supports in the
person of the lamented Princess Alice.
The devotion of that lady to her duty
during the occasion of her father’s illness
was one which elicited a great deal of
touching feeling in the country, and the
melancholy occasion of her death revealed
fresh traits of the excellent and affec-
tionate disposition of her cLaracter, which
must have commended itself to every
one, even if she had np connection with
the Royal family. As one of Her
Majesty's daughters, she is peculiarly
entitled to be thus spoken of in one of
the great assecmblies of the nation. Can-
ada never was, nor will ever be, wanting
at any time, in the respect and veneration
due to Her Majesty in her exalted
position as our Sovereign, or her personal
excellence ; but the Cunadian people feel
a still deeper interest now than formerly,
having another of Her Majesty’s daugh-
ters presiding at the Canadian Govern-
ment House in the Dominion, and
committed to the care of the Canadian
people. I, therefore, second this motion,
and should be glad if any words of ours,
or in the Address of the joint
Parlinments of Canada, could have
the effect of conveying a single emotional
pleasure to Her Majesty in her sad
bereavement.

SIrR Joax A. MacpexaLp.

[COMMONS.}

Official from Duty.

Mz. MASSON rose to speak to the
resolution in French, but, alter uttering
a few words, the hon. gentleman was
attacked with faintness, and was unable
to proceed.

Address from the Senate concurred in.

THE BUDGET.
QUESTION.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked the hon.
the First Minister if he would give them
some idea when the Budget speech would
be made. He did not presume to
ask him when it would be made, but he de-
sired to know whether it would be
made on the following Tuesday or not.

SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said he
would have liked the hon. the Minister of
Finance to have answered that question.
In the hon. gentleman’s absence, however,
he would say that he did not think there
was any reasonable probability of the
Budget speech being made on the follow-
ing Tuesday.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE WALLS OF
THE CITY OF QUEBEC.

QUESTIOXN.
Mr. VALLEE enquired, Whether it is

the intention of the Government to carry
on vigorously the works connected with
the improvement of the walls of the city
of Quebec.

Sz JOHN A. MACDONALD : In
the absence of my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Public Works, who has been
called away through the vecent illness of
my colleague, I would say generally that
it is the intention of the Government to
carry out vigorously the obligations en-
tered into in this respect by the pre-
vious Government.

OF AN OFFICIAL FROM
DUTY.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. RYKERT moved for a return of
the number of days during whch one
James A. McMahon, a clerk in the Pay-
master’s office of the Welland Canal,
was absent from duty during the years -
1877 and 1878, the number of days for
which he received pay from the Depart-
ment of Public Works ; also a copy of
the letter or letters by which he was

ABSENCE
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authorized to absent himself from duty
during those years, either for the pur-
pose of electioneering or for promoting
contracts in the interest of certain Gov-
ernment contractors. He said that, as
the subject of dismissals was now occupy-
ing the attention of the country, he
micht, perhaps, be pardoned in making
a few observations in respect to it.
The interest taken in this matter in the
county from which he came was not to
be wondered at, when it was remembered
that, within four years, seven elections
had been held in the county of Lincoln,
most of which had been brought about
by the unwarrantable interference of
officials of the late Government. He
spoke advisedly upon the matter, because
he knew that it was in his county
where the missionary was first found
abroad elevating the standard of political
purity. 1t was there also that the cele-
brated Sunday brigade, by their zealous
efforts, succeeded in disqualifying the
gentleman who opposed him. As he
understood the doctrine laid down by
hon. gentlemen opposite some years ago, it
was that no official should interfere in
an election, and he had in his hand a
document, an extract from which he
thought clearly defined the doctrine of
those gentlemen. It was as follows :—

“ That it is highly criminal in any Min-
ister or Ministers, or other servants
under the Crown, directly or indirectly,
to use their powers of office in the
election of Representatives to serve in Par-
liament, and an attempt at such influence will,
at all times, be resented by the House as
aimed at its ewn dignity, honour and inde-
pendence.”

He also recollected well that in the
Ontario Parliament the hon. gentleman
opposite promulgated the same view in
reference to interference in elections, and
placed on record a resolution declaring it
was inexpedient for officials to take part
in elections. In 1873 a discussion took
place in this House respecting Mr.
Griffin, one of the Post Office Inspectors
in western Canada. In the course of
that d'%s_cussion, the hon. the leader of the
()ppo'smon moved a resolution clearly
deﬁmpg the position of hon. gentlemen
opposite. This was followed by a speech
ir(')(lit_l the hon. gentleman in which he
said :

“H.? was surprised that hon. gentlemen
opposite should for a moment defend this
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action, and he pointed out that if they did so
they were doing what could not but result in
the American system.”

He (Mr. Rykert) was entirely opposed
to the American system of removing all
officials except for just cause. It was
the duty of the Government to sce that
officials kept their places and did not
mterfere in elections. The facts in the
case in point were simply these: Mr.
McMahon was imported into the Pay-
master's office of the Welland Canal, at a
time when, beyond all question, his ser-
vices were not requived. The moment
he put his foot in the county of Lincoln,
that moment it wus discovered the
missionary was abroad and at his work.
At every parliamentary election his
handiwork was to be seen in his inter-
ference with the elections ; and as he had
under his immediate supervision no less
than three or four hundred employees,
his influence was necessarily very great.
The hon. member for Welland, as
well as  himself, had felt Mr.
MecMahon's influence, and it was about
time this interference was put a stop to.
Not only did he interfere in elections, but
he ran about the country manipulating
contracts. In 1877, when the late mem-
ber Capt. Norris was contesting the
county with Mr. Miller, this Mr. McMahon
took a very active part in the elecsion,
and appeared on a public platform, and
used language exceedingly unbecoming a
Government official. He was, however,
very gracious not to take his pay during
the eight days of the election; but it was
found that he was subsequently recouped
for his loss in the month of November.
Last year he was absent, running about
the country at the elections, for two or
three months to his (Mr. Rykert’s) certain
knowledge. He was in Quebec and else-
where, one place electioneering, in
another wanipulating contracts. He also
understood that that gentleman was
interested in a contract on the Welland
Canal, by means of which he was drawing
a large amount of money, and, at the
same time, held his office. He
hoped that when those facts were brought
to the notice of the Government, they
would see the necessity of taking action
in this matter, and of preventing Govern-
ment officials from taking any part in the
elections. These gentlemen had a right
to exercise their franchise, but the
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moment they stepped beyond that, that
moment the Government was bound to
interfere. The people of Canada were
desirous of having this matter fully
investigated, and of knowing whether this
interference at elections et with the
concurrenco of the Government.

Mr.MACKENZIE said he never heard
a word of complaint concerning this offi-
cer’s conduct,and he never heard until that
moment that he was interested in any
contract, or he would not occupy a
position as clerk. He entirely agreed in
the demand for an investigation. That
gentleman never had any control givenhim
whatever, good, bad, or indifferent, in con-
nection with any contract, and was never
connected in any way with any contract.
These contracts were either given out by
the Department, or minor ones for sup-
plies, chiefly by Mr. Page, or one of bis
assistants. Mr. McMahon was simply
an extra clerk in that office, until some-
where about a year ago, when he was
appointed permanently an officer of the
Government. le knew nothing about
the leave of absence, and was utterly
ignorant of any of the charges, none of
which had been made to the late Govern-
ment by any person.

Mgr. DOMVILLE said he was only
sorry his hon. friend had not made the
motion more general, in order that they
might have brought before the House,
or some cowmmittee, many other
charges that existed, such as conveying
gentlemen on the Intercolonial Railroad
for the purpose of voting for -certain
members of the House. Gentlemen
holding important positions in the Gov-
ernment coerced the employés under
them to vote for Government candidates,
and had, in some instances, votedan open
ballot ; and he would have been able
to show from telegrams and other papers,
that a great deal of presswre had been
brought to bear by the Government
during the last election.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said,
in the absence of his hon. friend the
Minister of Public Works, he would
merely state that he knew mnothing
about this matter till he saw it on the
paper. Of course there could be no
objection, after the statement of the hon.
gentleman, to the return being brought

MRr. RYKERT.

[COMMONS.]

St. Lawrence.

down. He did not agree with the hon.
member for King’s that the resolution
should be widened. If any gentleman
had a complaint to lay before Parliament,
he thought it should he made separately
and specifically, so that each case could
he judged according to 1its merits or
demerits. He would oppose anything
like a roving commission or committee
appointed to make inquiries into such
matters. Wherever a real wrong had
been done, that wrong should be inves-
tigated, and the charge should be dis-
tinctly and specifically stated with all the
certainty which an hon. member making his
motion was able to submit to the House.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he hoped the
motion would be amended and enlarged,
as he and a great many others had great
reason to complain. He thought he
would be able to show that Ministers of
the Crown worked and used their influ-
ence during the last election.

Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear,
T should think so.

Mr. ROCHESTER said he thought
hie would be able to show that his hon.
friend sent for employés of the Govern-
ment, telling them how to vote, and
that a candidate for the county of
Carleton, who pretended to be a Con-
servative, was furnished with money by
a Minister of the Crown, and, if elected,
was to support the late Government;
and further, that the emigrant agent of
this ecity, Mr. Wills, was acting as
treasurer, and paid out money during the
election.

hear;

Motion agreed to.

SURVEYS IN THE 8T. LAWRENCE,

MOTION FOR REPORT.

Mz. LANDRY moved for copy of
report prepared by a certain party of
engineers, on the exploratory survey
which they made in Montmagny Basin,
and in the River St. Lawrence, off the
parishes of St. Thomas, L’Islet, and St.
Jean Port Joli. He said that, during
the late local election, in the Province of
Quebec,theLiberalsin his county proclaim- -
ed to all who would listen to them, that
the Federal Government had promised to
deepen the Basin of Montmwagny, and
that the execution of these works would
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put considerable money in circulation in
that locality. During his election, in
September last, the same rumours were
set afloat throughout the county. OUne
fine morning his constituents were some-
what surprised to see the Patton pro-
perty at St. Thomas studded with several
white tents. No one said, ¢ The deepen-
ing of the basin of St. Thomas is going,
to begin ;” but, with a common accord,
every one exclaimed, “The elections are
near at hand.” And, indeed, a tew days
later, a ministerial battery put in its ap-
pearance, and in front of the engineers’
tents, the hon. member for Quebec
East, then Minister of Inland Revenue
(Mr. Laurier), might bave been seen
bringing his cannon into line and pre-
paring his projectiles. This stratagem
did not succeed, and the former Govern-
ment was beaten. What he wanted now
was the report of the exploring party
upon the despening of thebasin of Mont-
magny. He wished to know whether
the deepening of this basin was possible,
and, if it was, he should be one cf the
first to ask the Government to execute
these works, which would be ot so great
importance to trade in general, and to
his county in particular. He wished to
know whether the late Administration
was sincere in the action which it
took, or whether this explanation
was merely a lure, a stratagem of
war ; ministerial dust, in a word, thrown
in the eyes of some of the electors of his
county.

Motion agreed to.

BEAUHARNOIS CANAL EMPLOYES.
MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mr. BERGERON moved for a state-
ment showing the number of persons
employed on the Beauharnois Canal,
with their salaries or emoluments ; the
number of employés dismissed or pen-
sioned since the 5th November, 1873 ;
the names of those appointed since that
date, and the increase of salaries.

Motion agreed to.

LOANS TO RAILWAYS BEFORE CON-
FEDERATION.
MOTION FOR STATEMENT.
Mg. VALLEE moved for a statement
showing the sums of money lent or mate-

rials lent or given to the several railway
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companies now existing in the Dominion
of Canada, prior to and since Confedera-
tion, by the Government of Canada ;
and also a statement of the sums repaid
by any such companies. He gaid he
wished to put this House in a position
to study an important question. When
the founders of the Confederation estab-
lished, in 1867, the financial bssis upon
which was to 'be erected this great
national  institution, they took a
certain amount of the assets of
the wunited Provinces as security
for the liabilities that the TFederal
Government was willing to assume.
Among these assets were certain reve-
nues, certain properties, railways, deben-
tures, and these assets were taken at
their face value. They were divided
into two classes ; a part being considered
as security for the federal debt, the
remainder as provincial receipts for the
surplus of the debt for which the
Provinces were still responsible. This
was a solid and equitable basis. It
was highly important that this equi-
librium should not be disturbed. Never-
theless, he believed that the policy
followed by former Governments on this
subject was calculated to destroy the
very basis upon which this great social
and political edifice reposed. In the
British North America Act he saw that,
among the assets credited to the Federal
Government, there were certain sums of
money granted before 1867 by the Pro-
vinces to several railway companies.
How was it that the debentures of these
railway companies were included among
the assets of the Dominion ef Canada?
By referring to the British North
America Act, 1867, section 108, they
read : “ The public works and properties
enumerated in the third schedule of this
Act shall be the property of Canada.”
Now, in looking over this third schedule,
he saw, by paragraph 6, that railways
and railway stocks, mortgages and other
debts due by these companies were among
the properties that came under section
108. These mortgages due by the rail-
ways were taken at their face value.
Thus these assets were credited to the
Dominion at par ; consequently the Pro-
vinces had been relieved of certain
debts that had been transferred to the
general liabilities of the Dominion.
In order to come to and facilitate
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this arrangement, it was decided to leave
to the Province of Ontario and Quebec
the surplus of the assets mentioned in
schedule 4. The surplus of the assets
had in part been divided between Ontario
and Quebec after much difficulty, as
everyone knew. In the first place,
there was an arbitration, from which the
Frovince of Quebec appealed to England,
and the Privy Council of Her Majesty
had decided in favour of Ontario. His
Province had to yield to this decision.
On the other hand, the surplus of the
debt, over and above sixty-vwo millions
which was to be paid by the Provinces
of Ontario and Quebee, was, in 1873,
transferred to the Federal Treasury.
He believed that the action of the Gov-
ernment in 1873 and 1875, i remitting
a considerable portion of the liabilities of
the Western and Northern Railways
was not in harmony with the financial
basis established in 1867 by the British
North America Act. This was what
he grounded his opinion upon. The
surplus of the debt of the Provinces
served to establish what should be the
surplus of the assets of which Ontario
and Quebec were to retain possession.
The greater part of the assets brought by
Ontario to the general credit of the
Dominion consisted in railway stocks
and debentures. Since then these
stocks and debentures or mortgages had
been declared to be of little or no value,
and whst was more, in the cases above
alluded to, the Government had, in 1873
and 1875, given up its rights. Thus the
Province of Ontario had been credited
twice with the same amount, which
made an error of about three millions of
dollars.  Consequently the division of
the surplus of the assets which had been
made between the two Provinces was not
fair. The basis of the division of the
assets and the liabilities between the Pro-
vinces of Ontario and Quebec, had there-
fore been changed. He believed it his
duty to draw the attention of Parliament
to this fact, in order that this error, if
error there were, should be rectified, and
that justice should be rendered, not only
to the Province of Quebee, but to all
the Provinces of the Dominion. By en-
quiring what were the sums of money
that had beenlent or given to railway
companies since and before Confedera-
tion, he thought that, with the help of

M=z. VALLEE.
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this statement, he should be able to es-
tablish what he had just laid down. Later
on, when these documents were brought
down, he would explain more at length
his views on this serious and important
question.

Mz. CIMON said that the Province
of Quebec should be grateful to the hon.
member for Portneuf (Mr. Vallée) tor
having brought this all-important ques-
tion before the House. There was no
doubt that the Province of Quebec had
been neglected for some years past by
the Federal Government. He had often
had occasion in this House to offer some
remarks on the subject. The best
means for the Federal Government
to  repair the injustice done to
the Province of Quebec would be to
purchase the North Shore Railway that
the Quebec Legislature had undertaken,
and which was now mnearly completed.
This great road that the Quebec Govern-
ment had built from Quebzc to Hull, was
undertaken for the benefit of all the
Provinces. This House remembered that
the hon. member for Lambton (Mr.
Mackenzie), when he presented himself
for the first time before the country as the
leader of the Government, stated in his
programme that it was the policy of the
Federal Government to aid this great en-
terprise, the North Shore Railway, as it
formed part of the Iacific Railway.
Upon this declaration the Quebec Gov-
ernment undertook to build this great
railway. The Local Government had
made great sacrifices in order to open this
road to public traffic, and he held that
the Federal Government was bound
to purchase this road, for it would be a
link in the naticnal highway, the Pacific
Railway. By this means the Federal
Government would render justice to the
Province of Quebec. With the . price
that the Federal Government would pay
to the Quebec Government, the latter,
mindful of its duty, would construct in
the Province of Quebec other railways
that would tend to develop colonisation
and enhance the prosperity of Quebec.
Seeing the manner in which the public
moneys had heretofore been distributed by
the FederalGovernment,always tothe sole”
advantage of the other Provinces, it was
certain that Lower Canada would not be
satisfied unless the Administration of
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the Dominion accomplished the act of
justice that he had just mentioned.

Motion agreed to.

EXPENSES OF THE GENERAL ELEC-
TIONS

MOTION FOR RETURN.
Mr. OLIVER moved fcr a return

showing all sums paid to defray expenses
of the late elections o this House, in the
different  electoral districts throughout.
the Do ninion ; showing the returning offi-
cers aud deputy returning officers to whom
the same were paid, and distinguish-
ing the different services for which the
Bame were allowd.

Motsion agresd to.

COST OF STANDARD WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES.
MOTION FOR RETURN,

MRr. OLIVER moved for a return
showing the total cost of the standard |
weights and measures purchased for the
purposes of the Act relating to Weights
and Measures ; and also showing the
date or dates of said purchases.

Motion agreed to.

REBATE OF DUTIES.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mk. JONES nioved for a return of all
Orders in Council, Departmental Orders
or atherwise, for rebate of dut'es on mor-
chandise, contractors’ plant, or material
for contractors nse, trom the 1st.) anuary,
1874, to 1st January, 1879, for each
year respectively, with the amount of
such rebate or rebates of duties, and the
name or names of those to whom such
rebates were given, He said ke thought it
would be found, when the papers were
brought down, that a very large awocunt
of material, contractors’ plant, and mer-
chandise, had been brought into this
country which had not paid any duty.
"l‘ne power of exemption from duty was left
in the .hands of the Goverument by
Order in Council, bur he thought the
power ought to he very carefully used.
He believed that. during the past five
Jears, many a mechanic and labour-
Ing man had lost manv a day’s work by
contractors’ materials being brought into
this country,  which could Tjus’s as
well be supplied in Canada,

Motion agreed to.
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PRIVATE BILLS PETITIONS.
MOTION TO EXTEND TIME.

Sik JOHN A. MACDONALD

moved that the time for receiving peti-
tions for Private Bills be extended for
ten days, and that Rule 55 be suxpended
in relation thereto.

Motion agreel to.

House adjourned at
Five minutes before
Five o'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monday, 24th February, 1879,

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

PRAYERS.
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES COURTS
BILL.
(Mr. Mills.)
FIRST READING.

AMr. BIILLS introduced a Bill (No. 5)
lo declare the rule of deci-ion in the
Courts of the North-West Territories.
He said that, if the leader of the Qov-
ernment had any intention of taking up
the subject, he (Mr. Mills) would not
think of introducing the Bill. He had
introd-ced a number of measures last
vear, and he had not known how far it
was the intention of the hon. gentleman
to deal with the subjects of those Bills.
He should be glad to know if the hon.
gentleman had given any attention to the
matter proposed to be dealt with, and
also to the subject of the registration of
titles in the North-West Territories,
which he (Mr. Mills), has propose i to deal
with last year. During the last Session,
the hon. gentleman had stated that any
subject to which any hon. wember had
given special attention might ‘b~ left in
his hands if he intended to deal with it.

Sik JOHN A. MACDOWYALD said
he understood the hon. gentleman had
introduced this Bill last Session. He
did not now remember its terms, but of
course he should be very glad to con-
sider it. He (Sir John A. Macdonald)
had no present intention of introducing
a measure for the registration of titles
in the North-West. Of course, the hon.



66 General
gentleman had every right to introduce
the Bill, and it would receive every
consideration at the hands of the Gov-
erument.

Bill read the first time.

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHINESE TAX
BILL.

QUESTION.

Mzr. DECOSMOS inguired, Will an
Act of the Legislature of British Co-
lumbia, intituled: “ An Act to provide
forthebetter collection of provincial taxes
from Chinese” be disallowed or not ?

Mr. MACDONALD (Picton): In
answer to the hon. member, I may say
that the Act providing for the better col-
lection of provincial taxes from Chinese,
and other Acts of the Legislature of
British Colombia of last Session, are
now under the consideration of the Gov-
ernment. My hon. friend is aware that
that Act was declared wltra vires by the
Supreme Court of British Coluinbia, or
one of the Judges thereof, and that de-
cision is not appealed from.

PARDON OF LOUIS RIEL,
QUESTION.

Mr. FISET enquired, Whether the
Government intend to grant a pardon
to Mr. Louis Riel, and when.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: I
thonght I had answered that question
before. 1t is not the present intention of
the Government to interfere in the matter.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY-_HALIFAX
TERMINUS.

QUESTION.

Mz. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) en-
quired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to provide for a water-
side terwinus for the Intercolonial Rail-
way, nearer Hualifux, in ovder to prevent
the possibility of ice interfering with
winter navigation; and whether it is the
intention of the Government to provide
for the erection of a grain elevator at
Halifax and suflictent storage for other
freight until shippers are ready to receive
the same.

Si1r JouNx A. MacpoNaLD.
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Business.

Mr. TUPPER: That subject is under
the consideration of the Government.

SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER COURT ACT
AMENDMENT.

QUESTION.

Mr. COCKBURN (West Northum-
berland) enquired, Whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to introduce
a measure during the present Session,
for the amendment of the Supreme and
Exchequer Court Act.

Mzr. MACDONATD (Pictou): Tt is
nrobable that during the Session a
measure amending, in some respects, the
Supreme and Exchequer Court Act will
be introduced.

INTERCOLONTAL RAILWAY ACTS
AMENDMENT.

QUESTION.

Mgr. COCKBURN (West Northum-
herland) engnired, Whether it is the
intention of the Ministry to introduce a
measure amending the Acts relating to
the Intercolonial Railway, in so far as
they have prejudicially affected vhe
private property of citizens of Halifax.

Mer. TUPPER : It is not the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce an
Act for that purpose; but, if the hon.
gentleman were to introduce an Act of
that nature, it would receive the consider-
ation of the Government.

APPEALS FROM PUBLIC WORKS ARBI-
TRATORS.

QUESTION.

Mz. COCKBURN (West Northum-
berland) enquired, Whether it is the -
intention of the Government to
introduce a Bill for the granting of
appeals from awards made by the
full Board of Arbitrators, in cases of
compensation and otherwise, arising
under the Public Works Act.

Mz. TUPPER : I would say, in reply
to the question, that the subject is af
present engaging the consideration of the
Government, and the decision arrived at
will be communicated to the House at
an early period.
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FOG HORN ORBELL AT RACEROCKS, B. C.
QUESTION.
Mr. DEWDNEY enquired, Whether

it is the intention of the Government to
erect a fog horn or bell on Ruce Rocks,
British Columbia,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD : It
is the intention of the Government, I
un ‘erstand, to erect a bell on Race

Rocks.

COST OF BOUNDARY ARBITRATION
WITH ONTARIO.

MOTION FOR RLTURXS.
Mr. STEPHENSON moved for re-

turns showing, in detail, the amount of
wouey paid by the Dominion Govern-
ment on account of the settlement of the
boundary line between the North West
Territories and Westetn Untario, giving
the names of the persons employed, for
what time employed, and what amount
of money paid to euch such person so
employed.

Motion agreed to.

COST OF REPAIRING THE QUEBEC
WALLS.

MOTION FOR STATEMENT.

Mg. VALLEE moved for a statement
showing the sums of money expended
for repairing the walls of the city of
Quebee, between the lst of August and
tae lst of October, 1878 ; 2. The names
and places of residence of the coutractors
for the sid works; 3. The number of
workmen employed between the lst of
August and the 10th of the same month,
15878 ; 4. The number of workmen, con-
tractors, foremen or assistant foremen of
works, with the pay allowed them, be-
tween the 10th of August and the 25th
September, 1373,

Motion agreed to.

GROSSE ISLE AND QUEBEC TRANSPORT
CONTRACT.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. LANDRY moved for copies of
the last contract made between the late
Government and Nuzaire Bernatchez,
Esq., of the city of Montreal, in the
matter of the transport from Quebec to
Grosse Isle, and trom Grosse Isle to
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Quebec, of emigrants, mails, provisions,
etc. ; and ajso for the bringing down of
the correspondence respecting the said
contract and its continuation, in Septem-
ber last, between the then existing Gov-
ernment and the sald Nazaire Becnat-
chez, Esq.
Motion agreed to.

REMITTANCE OF STATUTE LABOUR
IN RIMOUSKI.,

MOTION FOR PAPERS,

Mr. LANDRY moved for copies of
all Orders in Couneil, and of all cor]-espon—
dence between the Dominion Govern-
rent and that of the Province of Que-
bee, or between any of the members of
these Governments, respectively, with
all papers and documents respecting the
adjustment or remittance of eertain
statute lubour (droits de corvée) in the
parishes of St. Fabien, 8t. Simon, St.
Mathieu, etc., during the last general
elections. He said there were, in the
county of Rimouski, certain electors who
were at the same time censitaires of
seigneurs, to whom they owed statute
labour. This statute labour had been
done away with by paying to the seig-
neurs an amount of $16,000. This took
place during and after the late general
elections, and the whole transaction was
worthy of being brought to the know-
ledge of the pvblic. The money that
was thus given constituted part of
the general fund to be divided
between Onlario and Quebec, and was
among the assets of these two Provinces.
In order to obtain the payment of this
sum to the electors of Rimouski, the
consent of both Provinces was absolutely
vequired. The Proviuce of Ontario
was willing to cowply with this reqnest,
provided the Quebec Government like-
wise gave their consent. During the
late local elections, this question excited
considerable interest in the county of
Rimouski, and was somewhat instrament-
al in bringing about the tie that closed
the election, which was carried by the
casting vote of the returning officer.
Subsequently, during the Federal elec-
tion, the question was again brought ap,
and the electors made application to the
Government to have this amount re-
mitted. He believed that the hon.
member for Rimouski (Mr. Fiset) took
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the interest of his constituents to heart,
and that he succeeded, even after the
verdict of the country was known, and
the late Administration bad been repu-
diated, in obtaining the remittance of tl.is
sum in paywent of the statute labour
that was  abolished ;  and  this
action was but he reilisation of
the promises that had been made by his
agents. When the correspondence ex-
changed upon this subject was brought
down, it would be seen whether certain
ramours were well founded, and whether
the late Government had veally the right
to interfere in this matter, an.l to settle
in such a mauner so important a qes-
tion, after the opinion of the coantry hail
been so plainly manifested. There was,
moreover, a question of right which
seemed to have been entirvely ignored, in
order to assure the success of a then Min-
isterial candidate, at the expense of public
interesss.

Mgz. FISET said the hon. member for
Moztwagny did not appear to know a
single word about the question that he
had brought up. He believed it to be
his duty, in the interest of those whom
he had the honour to represent, to state the
facts as they were. In 1859, under the
Union of the Provinces of Upper and
Lo ver Canada, the Government, as was
well known, settled the iraportant seign-
eurial question of lots ot wentes. It
happensd that, in the Province of Quebec,
the censitiires of the Seigniory called
Nicolas Rioux, could not profit by the
settlement of this question, and that was
how the person appointed to draw up the
cadastre, instead of putting the days of
statute labour (les journées de corvées) in
the column of casual rights, placed them
in the coluwmn of anpual vents. This
put upon the censitaires, over and above
their annual rents, another annual bur-
den of fifty cents for every lot of an
arpent in width, It was true that,
during the first two mounths that followed
the drawing up of th~ cadastre, the cen-
sitaires might have had their rights
recognised and the error rectifiad. But,
ag, ut that time, the greater part of them
werenew settlers, and did not know better,
they did nov protest, and since then they
had paid to the seigneurs, besides their
annual rents, this amouns of fifty cents
for every lot of an arpent in width.

MR. LANDRY.
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Before Confederation, they took some
steps in order to heve their richts recog-
nised, but without success. It was 01)15'
in 1372, or at the beginning of 1873,
that, through Mry. Chauveau, they applied
for the fist time to the Federal Govern-
ment. He (Mr. Fiset) had then asked
the Government whether it was their
intention to comply with the request of
the censitaires. 'The Government male
answer  that the question was under
consideration, and a few months atter-
wards, the then Minister of Justice (Sir
John A. Macdonald), without going into
the merits of the question, subwitted a
report, stating that the censitiires, hav-
ing failed to protest within the appointed
time, haid lost all theiv rights.  He (Mr,
Fiset) did not look upon himself as de-
feated for all that, and, a changs of Gov-
ernment having taken place, he continued
to agitate this question so highly im-
portaut to the consituires of the Seien-
iory called Nieolas Rioux. In 1375
and 1876, he asked for the production of
the papers, and, after havinyg especially
and repeatedly drawn the atten-ion of
the hon. the Ministers of Justice, Mr.
Fournier and Mr. Blake, to this
important  question, he  obtained
at length from Mr. Blake a report which,
whilst it recognised the legality of Sir
Johm A, Mucdonald’s decision, recog-
nised al~o the errorv that had been com-
mitted to the detriment of the cernsituires.
The hon. Minister added that, in his
opinion, there was but one moid- of ve-
lieving them : that was, to obtain from
the Quabec and Ouatario Legzis atures per-
missien to add to the debt ot the former
Province, assumed by the Federal Gov-
ernment, the amount representing the
days of statute labour. This repors was
transmitied t7 these Legislatures. The
Attorney-General tor the Proviuce of
Ontario soon gave an answer, hut the
Attorney-General for the Province of
Quebec (Mr. Angers) took a long time
to digest this report, so long a time in-
deed that tha Department was obliged
to write to him twice before receiving an
answer. At last the answer camne and,
as he (Mr. Fiset) had expectel, the hou.
gentlema 1 was hostile to the censituires ;
he refuse:l to recognise the error cow-
mitted to their detriment when the
cadastre hal been drawn up, and from
which they had been suffering tor move
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than fifteen years. Happily for the
censitair-s, the De Boucherville was re-
placed by the Joly Governwent in the
mouth of March, 1878, Not bheing
satisfixd with the decision of the Hon.
Mr. Angers, he (Mr. Fiset) applied again
to the  Mioster of Justice, Mr.
Laflarmine.  This hon. gentleman made
a mnew report, the conclusions being
about the same as those ot the Hon.
M. Blake’s report. The question was
o ce more submitted to the Attorney Gen-
eral of the Province of Quebee, Mr.
Ross, in the mouch ot April last, during
the formation of the Joly Government.
It would be remembered that, during the
following month, the provinecial elections
in Que ec took place, and that, almost
immedintely afterwards, in the month of
June, the Session was opened, and con-
tinaed until the month of July. It was
not, thervefore, a matter of surprise that
Mr. Ross  could mnot answer the
memorandum  of Mr. Laflunme before
the month of August. Happily, the
rights of the censituires were at length
recognised.  The Joly Government, not
wishing to take advantage of the error
committed by the person who had drawn
up the cadastre, gave their consent to the
request thal the amount representing the
days of statute labour should be added to
the debt that the Federal Government
had assnmed. He had desired to indi-
cate the steps that had been taken to
bring about the settlem~nt of this ques-
tion, and to give dates with the greatest
possible exactitude, which he believed
would be sufficient to prove to the House
that, in the settlement of this impo:tant
affair, no such act of corruption as the
bon. member for Montmagny (Mr. Lan-
dry) pretended to see therein, had oc-
curred.  If this motion had been wmade
by the hon. member for Portnenf (Mr.
Valiée), or the hon. member for Temis-
couata ( Mr. Grandbois), it would be less
surprising ; but what astonished him was
to see that this motion had been made
by the hon. member for Mont nagny,
who had only spoken of the affuir as an
-act of slectoral corruption. In order to
speak so, the hon. gentleman must needs
be an angel of purity in matters electoral,
or at least alove alj suspicion. He
begged to say, for the hon. gentleman’s
own .l)nf'urmatlon, that he (Mr, Fiset) was
-qualified to sit in this House ; that no one
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had dared to contest his election ; and that
he was not even disqualified to sit in the
Quebec  Legislatere. He proposed, in
order to allow the hon. member for
Montmagny to go to the bottom of the
question, to add to his motion the follow-
ing words, to which he believed there
could be no objection taken:—* And
also the correspondence which has
passed since 1872 besween the Dominion
Government and the Legislatures of
Quebec and Outario, and any person
whatsoever, on the subject of the
statute labour ; together with various
reports of the hon. the Minister
of Justice upon the question.”

Motion, as amended, agre«d to.

ESQUIMALT GRAVING DOCEK.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. DECOSMOS moved for a copy
of all correspondence in possession of the
Government respecting the offer of the
Government of British Columbia in
1878, ¢ to grant to the Admiralty, the
site, plant and material on band, and
work already done” of the proposed
Esquimalt Graving Dock, ¢ subject 1o
the condition that merchant vessels
shall be permitted to be docked on pay-
ment of expenses, whenever the ships of
Her Majesty’s Navy do not require its
use.”

Motion agreed to.

BREAKWATER AT SOURIS (P.E.I.)
MOTION FOR TENDERS.

Mzr. MUTTART moved for copies of
all tenders received in connection with
the construction of the breakwater at
Souris, Prince Edward Island, together
with copies of all correspondence between
the contractorsof that work and the engi-
neer in charge of the same.

Motion agreed to.

RAILWAY EXTENSION AT SOURIS.
MOTION FOR TENDERS.

Me. MUTTART 1moved for copies of
all tenders received for the construction
of the railwav extension and wharf at
Souris, and copies of all papers and cor-
respondence relating thereto.

Motion agreed to.
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MAILS IN DRUMMOND AND ARTHA-
BASKA.

MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mgz. BOLDUC, in the absence of Mr.
Boursravu, moved for a return showing
the distance traversed, and the amount
paid for the carriage of the mails be-
tween Drummondville, Wendover and
Simpson, up to the 30th December last.

Motion agreed to.

PROVISIONING HARBOURS IN THE ST.
LAWRENCE.

MOTION FOR CONTRACTS.

Mg. VALIN moved for copies of all
the contracts for provisioning the har
bours in the River St. Lawrence ; the
names of the parties tendering, and the
sums specified in their contracts, from
the 1st May, 1874, up to 1lst January
last.

Motion agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS, GROSSE ISLE.
MOTION FOR CONTRACTS

MRr. VALIN moved for copies of all
contracts for public works, piers and re-
pairing of buidings on Grosse Isle,
between the 15th November, 1873, and
1st of January last; a statement show-
ing the names of the con ractors, the
amounts of the several contracts, the
names of the inspectors of works and the
salaries paid to such inspectors; copies
of all correspondence in relation to the
matters aforesaid.

Motion agreed to.

CAPE SABLE ISLAND CUSTOMS
DISTRICT.
MOTION FOR PETITIONS.

Mg. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) moved
for copies of all petitions and correspon-
dance during the past three years with
the Department of Customs, asking that
Cape Sable Island, Shelburne County, be
erected into a separate and distinet Cus-
toms District, together with reports upon
the same by officers of that Department,

Motion agreed to.

HALIFAX AS A WINTER PORT.
MOTION FOR CORRESPONDENCE,

Mg. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) moved
for copies of all correspondence between
the Department of Public Works and the

Mr. MuTTaRT.
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Business.

representatives of the various railway
lines in connection with the Intercolonial
and with steamship companies or their
representatives, with a view of obtaining
such through freight rates upon grain,
etc., from the west t¢ Halifax or Euro-
pean ports as will constitute Halifax the
winter shipping port of the Dowinion..

Motion agreed to.

EXPENSES OF FORT FRANCES LOCEK.
MOTION FOR RETURN.

Mr. RYKERT moved for a return of
all the expenses in any way incurred
in connection with the building of the
F rt Frances Lock up to the Ist day of
January, 1879, together with the names
of all persons to whom any money was
paid, and the services for which it was
made,

Motion agreed to.

COMPLAINT AGAINST POSTMASTER AT
ST. DONAT.

MOTION FOR PAPERS.

Mr. FISET moved for copiesof the
complaint brought against Mr. Sulutre
Lévesque, in his quality of postmaster
and mail carrier, in and for the parish of
St Donat ; and also copies of the pro-
ceedings at the enquiry caused by such
cowplaint.

Motion agreed to.

House adjourned at
Fifteen minutes after
Four o’clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuesday, 25th February, 1879.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

PRAYERS.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
REFERRED TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
COMMITTRE.

Mzr. KIRKPATRICK moved that
the Public Accounts of Canada for the
fiscal year ended 30th June, 1878, be
referred to the Select Standing Com-
mittee on Public Accounts.

Motion ayreed to.
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ADJOURNMENT FOR ASH WEDNESDAY.
MOTION.
81 JOHN A MACDONALD moved:

«That when this House adjourns, it do
stand adjourned to Thursday next.”

Motion agreed to.

REPORTS.

Mz. LANGEVIN presented,— Report
of the Postmaster General for the year
ended 30th June, 1878.

Mzr. POPE (Compton) presented,—
Report of the Minister of Agriculture
for the Dominion of Canada for the
calendar year 1878.

INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES.

QUESTION.

Mgr. MERNER enquired, Whether it

1s the intention of the Government to

take any action in reference to the in-

spectors of weights and measures during
the present Session.

Mr. BABY : The matter is under
the consideration of the Government.

FLOATING LIGHT AT ISLE DLANCHE.
QUESTION.
Mr.GRANDBOIS enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Government to
place a floating light opposite Isle
Blanche (White Island), in the county
of Temiscounata.

Me. POPE (Queen’s, P.E. L): It is
ot their intention.

THE BUDGET.
QUESTION.
Mr. MACKENZIE: I would like to
?mow when it is likely the Finance Min-
ister will make his Budget speech.

Sik JOHN A. MACDONALD: In

the absence of the Finance Minister, 1
cannot say,

Mk. M'ACI;ENZIE: It has been usual,
a.nd‘ I think it is proper, to submit the
Estimates a few days before.

SIB. JOHN A. MACDONALD:
Certainly.
House adjourned at

Twenty-five minutes before
Four o’clock.
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Thursday, 27th February, 18789.

The Speaker took the Chair at Three.
o'clock.

PravERs.
PRIVATE BILLS.
EXTENSION OF TIME.
Mr. ROBINSON moved that, in

accordance with the recommendation of
the Select Standing Committee on Stand-
ing Orders, the time for presenting
Private Bills be extended for ten days.

Motion agreed o

BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Bills were severally in-
troduced and read the first time :—

Bill (No. 6) To incorporate the Saskatchewan
Colonisation Railroad Company.—(Mr Schultz.)

Bill (No. 7) To amend the Act incorporat-
ing the Canada Life Assurance Company.—
(Mr. Robertson, Hamilton.)

Bill (No. 8) To ensure the better qualifi-
cation of public servants and the greater
efficiency and economy of the Public Service.
—(Mr. Casey.)

Bill (No. 10) To extend the powers of the
Dominion Telegraph Company, and to amend
the Act incorporating the said Company.—
(Mr. Kirkpatrick.)

Bill (No. 11) Respecting the International
Bridge Company .—(Mr. Kirkpatrick.)

SELKIRK AND SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN
RAILWAY COMPANY BILL.

(Mr. Rykert.)
FIRST READING.

Mgr. RYKERT introduced a Bill (No.
9) To incorporate the Selkirk and South
Sastatchewan Railway Company, and
moved the suspension of Rule 51, in
relation to the said Bill, as recommended
by the Select Standing Committes on
Standing Orders.

Mg. SCHULTZ said that he objected
to the introduction of the Bill, because
the conditions of the 51st Rule had not
been complied with, inasmuch as the first
notice in the Canada Gazette was given
on the 18th Jannary, and in the local
papers on the first and seventh of Feb-
ruary.
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Mg. ROBINSON said that it was laid
down by Vodd, in his work on Private
Bills Practice, that the Committee on
Standing Orders should be guided rather
by the spirit than by the letter of the
rule. A public meeting had been held
in the couanty most interested in this
railway. and the Committee on Standing
Orders, having no doubt that the inbab-
itants of the section of country throuyn
which the road was to pass had been
fully informed as to the natuve of the
Bill, had come to the conclusion that.
notwithstanding the informality of the
notice, it would be proper, under the cir-
cumstances, to grant the prayer of the
petition.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that, if this
Biil was of a character which necessarily
implied a surprise in regard to some im-
portant work which would affect the lo-
cality seriously, or would prejudicially
affet certain private interests, then the
rale should be enforced ; but, if it was
simply an ordinary Bill to charter cer-
tain parties to build a raliway under cer-
tain conditions, then he thought the
Committee were right in recommending
the suspension of the rule, because the
Bitl would afterwards be considered by
another Committee. The notice was cer-
tainly very short ; but, unless the hon.
member for Lisger (Mr. Schultz) could
point out some specific ohjection, he did
not think the House would be warranted
in rejecting the report of the Committee.

Mr. ROBINSON said it wasa Bill
simply toincorporate this Company.,

Mr. RYKERT said he was surprised
at the course taken by the hon. membor
for Lisgar, especiully as his coustituency
would be benefitted by this railway. If
the company asked for a charter over
ground already oceupied by other per-
sons, he could uunderstand the ob-
jection; but everyone west of the
Red River was anxious to have a

railway service. The notice given
by the bon. member for Lisgar
showed that he asked the privi-

lege of building a rasilway from the

led River westward, intending to

ccupy the whole territory from the

boundary hne of the United Sta'es to

the Pacific Railway. The Bill which

he (Mr. Rykert) had introduced only
Mr. SEcmuLTz.

Roilway Company Bill.

asked that the Railway Committeo
should decide which territory they
should have—the morth or the sonth.
The country required more than one
railway, and now there was none west
of the Red River. The matter had been
fully discussed in the section affected,
as was shown by the reports in the
Selkirk  Jiter-Ocean, which he read.
This Bill asked for a charter to build a
railway  continuously from  Selkirk
westward. The Bill of the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Schultz) propesed to build a
road froia Winnipeg westward, not in a
line to any objective point, but spread-
ing over the whele territory from
Winnipeg to the Rocky Mountains. In
his (Mr. Rykert’s) Bill, the concession
lines were pointed out, so that any oune
could tell what was required, and whether
the country would be served or not.
The country was not occupied now by
any railways, and the Railway Commit-
tee could decide which was best.

Mr. MACDOUGALL said that the
question they had to consider was not so
much the merits of this line of railway—
tor on that subject the House was not
vet sufficiently informed—but whether it
wus convenient, in this the first Session of
a new Parliament, to ignore the rules of
the House on the rere recommendation
ot a Comwittee. In this case, hig hon.
fiiend who had just spoken argued
plausibly upon the merits of the case,
but he told them that both railways
started, the one from Winnipeg, and the
other from Selkivk, while the direction of
both was westward. It was very evident
they were to be rival railways, and it
might be a question whether it was in
the interest of the public in that coun‘ry
for the House to charter rival railroads,
rauning  practically  over the same
ground, or nearly so. They had had
some experience in other Provinces of
the Dominion, in Ontario especially, and
that experience taught them that the char-
tering of rival lines running very near
together was neither advantageous to
the public nor the companies. That
question, bowever, could be very pro-
perly decided when the cas~ came before
the Railway Committee. The question
then was whetier sufficient notice had
been given of this railway scheme. A
public meeting had been held, but a
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public meeting was not a notice. He
was of opinion that it would be highly
inexpedient fur the House to suspend
thesule. If the hon. gentlemn waited
until the two inonths requived by the
roie had expired, be would then have a
vight to introduce the Bill. If they
suspended the rule in this case, he would
like to know in what case they could
refuse to suspend it.

Mr. RYKERT said the notice was
published on January 10th for the first
time.

Mr. SCHULTZ said, according to
the Clerk of the Commiitee, the firsy
notice wus given ondJanunary 18th.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he thought tbe rule had generally been
as laid down by the hen. member for
Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie). The House
generally supported the recommendation
of the Committee for the suspension of the
rule. His hon. triend from Halton (Mr.
Macdougall) stated that the hon gentle-
man would have a right to introduce the
Bill at the expiration of two months.
That being so, they might just as well
bring it up ut once. The right way was
for them to concur in the report of the
Committee, as the House could not be
expected to engage in the discussicn of
the respective merits of these Bills.

Mgr. SCHULTZ said that he had no de-
sire to oppose any measure which would
benefit any part of Manitoba, but a Bill
had already been introduced which
covered the same ground, and which pro-
vided for the wants of all sections of the
Province. The promoters of this Bill
had complied with all the conditions
imposed by the 51st rule, and the printed
Bill was this day received. If it was
allowed in this case to accept notice of
less than a month, then they could not,
in future, refuse to receive any similar
defective notices.

Bill read ihe first time.

NEW MEMBER.

Mzr. SPEAKER informed the House
that the Clerk of the House had 1eceived
from the Clerk of the Crown in Chan-
cery a certificate of the election and re-
turn ) of Joseph Stanislas Perrault,
Esquire, to represent the Electoral Dis-
trict of Charlevoix.
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J. 8. PerraTLT, Esquire, member elect
for the county of Charlevoix, having
taken the oaths, was then introduced by
Messrs. Pope (Cempton) and LANGEVIN,
and took his seat.

WINDSOR BRANCH RAILWAY.
QUESTION.

Mr. BORDEN enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
take any steps, by legislative interference
or otherwise. to settle the dispute be-
tween the Windsor and Anmnapolis and
Western Counties Railway Companies,
with reference to the Windsor Branch
Railway.

Mzr. TUPPER : The Government at
present are giving their consideraticn to
that sulfject, and I expect, in a very few
days, to be able to su.mit the result to
the House.

REBATE ON TIN IMPORTED INTO
BRITISH COLUMBIA.
QUESTION.

HMr. McINNES enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to
alter the existing regulations governing
rebate  or drawbacks on tin im-
ported into British Columbia and manu-
factured into cans for preserving fish for
exportation into foreign countries.

Mr. BOWELL: T beg to inform the
hon. gentleman that the question of
drawbacks on tin used in the exportation
of fish, has been under the cousideration
of the Government, and I shall only be
too glad to hear any suggestion the hon.
gentleman may desire to make on this
question.

RIVIERE DU LOUP BRANCH, GRAND
TRUNK RAILWAY.

QUESTION. .

Mgr. CASGRAIN enquired, Whether it
is the intention of the Government to ac-
quire possession of that portion of the
railway hetween Riviére du Loup and
Quebec, as forming a continuance of the
Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. TUPPER : Correspondence is at
present going on between the Grand
Trunk Railway and the Government on
the subject ; but I am not in a position
to state the result.
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND'S SHARE OF
THE FISHERY AWARD.

QUESTION.
Mz. YEO enquirad, What proportion
of the fishery award the Government has

set apart for the use and henefit of the
people of Prince Edward Island ?

Sik JOHN A. MACDONALD:
No portion of the official award has been
set apart by the Government for the
benefit of Prince Edward Island or any
other portion of Her Majesty’s Domin-
ion.

DREDGING OF THE ST. FRANCIS AND
YAMASKA RIVERS.,

QUESTION.

Mg. GILL enquired, Whethet it is the
intention of the Government to have the
Rivers St. Francis and Yamaska dredged
this year.

Mgr. TUPPER : That subject is under
the consideration of the Government,

BULRLINGTON BAY CANAL PIERS.

QUESTION.

Mzr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton) en-
quired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to place in thorough repair
the piers at Buclington Bay Canal during
the present year.

Mgr. TUPPER : The Government are
at present considering that subject.

DUTIES ON CANADIAN TOBACCO.
QUESTION.

Mr.MONGENAIS enquired, Whether
it 1s the intention of the Gevernment to
take off the dudies imposed on tobacco
grown in Canada.

Mr. BABY : I regret that, under
the circumstances, the Government can-
not give the hon. gentleman a categorical
answer.

SURVEY OF THE ESTUARY
RIVIERE A LA GRAISSE.
QUESTION.

Mr. MONGENAIS engnired. Whether
it is the intention of the Government to
order a survey of the estuary of La
Riviére 4 la Graisse (Rigaud),in thecounty

Mgz. TuPPER.
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of Vaudreuil, nex} spring, and to ask for
a grant for the improvement of that
harbour.

Mgr. TUPPER : It is the intention
of the Government to make such a survey,
and an investigation into the matter.

MILL-WASTE IN NAVIGABLE STREAMS.
QUESTION.

Mzr. MONGENAIS enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Governm:nt to
repeal the Act 36 Viet., chap. 65, which
forbids the owner+ of saw-izills to throw
the mill-waste and rubbish into navigable
streams and rivers.

Mg. POPE (Queens, P.E.I): Itis
not the intention of the Government to

deal with the Act referred to.

DRAG-NETS IN THE OTTAWA RIVER.
QUESTION.

Mz MONGEN AIS enquired, Whether
it is the intention of the Government to
forbid the use of drag-nets taking fish in
the Ottawa River.

Mg. POPE (Queens, P. E.1.) : This
matter is under the consideration of the
Governmens.

HAMILTON CUSTOM HOUSE AND POST
OFFICE BUILDINGS.

QUESTION.
Mgr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton) en-

quired, Whether there are any grounds
for the rumour in I{amilton that it is the
intention of the Government to purchase
additional buildings for the Custowns and
Inland Revenue and Post Uffice in the
city of Hamilton.

Mr. LANGEVIN : 1 am not aware
of any intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment to parchase such buildings.

TRANSPORT OF PASSENGERS AND
FREIGHT TO MANITOBA.

QUESTION,

Me. DUBUC enquired, Whether the
Government have made, or intend to
make, arrangements with the contractors
of the Pembina Branch of the Canadian
Pacific Railway,or with the St. Paul and
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Pacific Railway Company, to facilitate the
transportation of passengers and freight
from St. Vincent, Minn., to St. Boniface,
Manitoba.

Mg. TUPPER : The late Government
entered into a contract with parties con-
nected with the St. Paul and Pacific
Railway Company, for the purpose of
carrying out the objects stated in this
question.

POST OFFICE REGULATIONS.
QUESTION.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton) en-
quired, Whether it is the intention of
Government to amend the Post Office
Regulations so as to enable postmasters
to return to the sender letters and papers
which have not been called for in ten
days from the time of their receipt at the
office of their destination, in cases where
the senders have endorsed on the enve-
lope their address and their request thas
the sume may be done.

Mgr. LANGEVIN : The regulation ot
the Department is as follows: ¢ When
letters, passing within the Dominion,
a'e sent in covers or envelopes, having
printed thereon a request from the sender,
that the letter, if not delivered or called
for at the office addressed within a cer-
tain time specitied in the request, may
be returned to his address as printed in
the said request, such request will be
complied with by the postmaster of the
office addressed, whose duty it is, at the
expiration of the time named by the sen-
der, to wiite upon the letter the reason
for non-delivery, and forward it to the
address given. These instructions apply
only to request-letters originating within
the Dominion, or within the United
States ; such requests appearing on letters
from other countries cannot be complied
with.”  These regulations apply only
to the endorsations that are printed.
Written endorsations are not noticed by
the postmaster, because other parties than
the senders or writers of letters might
write the endorsations on the envelope,
and have the letters, if veturned sent to
them. But, when the eadorsation is
printed. then the writer is supposed to
be willing to have that order printed on
the envelope.
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OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY.
RESOLUTION PROPOSED.

Mr. CHRISTIE moved :

“ That the interests of public morality and
the physical well-being of all classes render it
pecessary that there should be a strict and
uniform obsgervance of the Lord’s Day in all
the Departments of the Public Service, which
are under the control of the Dominion Govern-
ment; that, in the opinion of this House, the
regulations in the Post Offige Department
should be uniform throughout the whole
Dominion, and all postmasters be permitt: d to
close their offices during the whole of the
S+bbath day.”

He said that, in rising to move the
resolution which he held in his hand, to
secure the better observance of the
Sabbath, it was not his intention to
occupy the time of the House at any
length. The resolution spoke for it-elf.
It would be remembered by some hon.
gentlemen present that he moved a sowe-
what similar resolution during last
Session, but he was then aiming specially
at the closing of the canals. And he was
happy to state that the pledge then given
by the late Government had been fully
redeemed. An order was issued on the
27th of May to close the canals from
twelve o’clock on Saturday night till
twelve o'clock on Sunday night, thus
securing a whole Sabhath’s rest, which
was hailed as a precious boon by all the
employés, and even by the residents
along the line. It had been productive
of the most beneficial results, there
being less drunkenness, profanity, and
public disturbance than formerly ; and,
so far as he knew, not one of the evil
results which had been predicted to follow
the closing had been realised. It was to
be hoped that the canals had been closed
fo- ever on Sunday. He thought that
the good results which had followed
closing in this case should en-
courage the Government to go a step
farther in the same direction, and to close
the post-offices in the Province of Que-
bec during the whole of the Sabbath day.
He found that a great diversity of regu-
lations and practice existed in the Post
Office Department, in different sections
of the Dowinion. In the Maritime
Provinces, with one or two exceptions, the
post-offices were closed, closing being
imperative. In Ontario, postmasters
were at liberty to close their offices to the
public on Suunday. In Manitoba and
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British Columbia, the post-offices, with
few excepiions, were closed. Butin the
Provinee of Quebec closing was prohibited,
and postmasters were required to keep
their oftices open at least one hour, either
before or after divine worship, as might

be wmost convenient to the public. This
was a most anomalous and unsatis-

factory state of things. Why should
closing be imperative in one Provinee,
permissive in a second, and be prohibited
in a third? And why should postmasters
in the Province of Quebecle denied the
enjoviwent of their inherent right to a
whole Sablath’s vest, when it was accorded
to postmasters in every other Frovince
in the Dominion? DMany of the post-
masters felt it to be a very great hardship
to be compelled to open their offices
during any po tion of the Sabbath day,
and they lovked to this House for reliet,
and hoped to be put on the same footing
as others, and to Le protected in the fuli
enjoyment of their 1ights in this matter.
He believed there was a wide-spread
interest felt in this question throughout
the country. Petitions had been presented
from time to time, praying that there
might be a strict and nniform
observance of the Lord’s dav in all De-
partments of the Public Service. During
the last General Assembly ot the Preshy-
terian Church in Cunada, held a few
mounths ago in the city of Hamilton, this
question was considered, and it was unan-
imously resolved to petition the Dominion
Government to close the post-offices in
the Province of Quebec during the who'le
of the Lord’s day. The members of that
Assembly had approached this House by
petition, as Christian patriots impressed
with a bigh sense of the imyportance of
Sabbath observance t» secure national
prosperity and the general well-being of
the Dominion. They had pointed ount, in
the clezrest and most emphatic langnage,
the good results which flewed from Sab-
bath observance, the inherent right which
every man had to the Sabbatl’s rest, and
the cuty of the Government to protect all
their employés in the full enjoyment of
that 1est. Now, when they cunsidered
the numbher, the respectability, and the
unanimity of that Assembly, and that the
evil of which they complained was one of
a grave character, they wust admib that
their representa’ions were well worthy
of the considiration of this House.

Mz. CHRISTIE.
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Although the other religious bodies had
not petitioned on the present occasion,
he was convinced that most of them
were in perfect harmony with the Pres-
byterian Church on this question. But
he regretted to say that, notwithstanding
all the petitions which had been present-
ed from time to time, and all the efforts
which hud been put forth in this House,
the evil complained of was still continued.
The postmasters were still robbed of that
rest which God had given them, and the
benign and hallowing influences of the
Sabbath were destroyed to a great extent
by the opening of the mails, and the
scattering of mail matter broadecast
over the Provirce every Sunday. Now
it was quite preposterous to suppose that
the Sabbath could be observed under
such circuwstances, so long as the em-
ployés of the Government were com-
pelled to open their offices and to break
the day, and so long as the cazes and
anxieties and labour connected with a
Sunday mail were thus thrust upon the
people.  But that was not all.  The evil
waus still increasing. The example of the
Don inion Government in the Post Office
Department had been foliowed by the
Local Governments in their Railway
Departments.  Possibly the contractors
were responsiole; but, ever since the
Montreal, Ottawa and Western Railway
was built, excursion trains had been run
on Sunday during the summer, and all
the pleasure-seckers and Sabbath-breakers
in the cities had been poured into the
country, to the -great grief and annoy-
ance of the Sabbath-keeping portion of
the coramunity. kKven divine worship
had been interrppted and disturbed by
the passing trains, and by the music
and revelry of the excursionists.
These glaring acts of Sabbath dese-
cration were under the contrvol of the
respective Governments.  They were
productive of the most disastrous, the
most deplorable results, familiarising the
public mind with Suuday labonr and
amusement, destroying all regard and
respect for the sacred day, and convert-
ing it into a mere holiday for amnsemerit.
Mary were shocked at these things, and
called loudly for reform. Heknew that it
was urged by some that the present prac-
tice in the Post Oilice Department was
necessary, that it was a great conveni-
ence to the people to get their papers and
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Jetters when they went to church on
Bunday, that it was a saving of time
and money, and that occasionally Lusi-
ness and social requirements rendered it
desirable, if not absolutely necessary,
that the post-offices should be opened.
But he believed that the plea of necessity
was sufficiently answered by the fac*
that the post-offices had been closed in
the Maritime Provinces and in Ontario
for many years, and mno inconvenience
had been experiens'd. Not a single
petition had ever beeu presented to this
House asking for a Sundav piail.  Now,
no business necessities could exist in the
Province of Quebec that did not exist
in Ontario or the other Proviuces, and
if the pust-offices had been closed theve,
and even in the great city of Lon.on.
with a population nearly equal to that
of the whole Dominion, and no incon-
venience or detrimeut to business had
been felt, it must be quite evident that
the plea of necessity was wholly fal-
lacious and inexcusable. He was con-
vinced that no very serious oljection
would be raised to the proposed change
in the rural districts of the Province of
Quebec.  Possibly in the cities the
objection might be stronger ; but even
there many of their best and most pros-
perous werchants vefused to take their
mail matter on Sunday, and were con-
vinced they Lad never suflered any loss
by doing so. He thought a majority of
the respectable people would hail with
satisfaction any measure calculated to
secnre  the letler observance of the
Sabbath, and would gladly sabnis to
any slight inconvenience which the pro-

posed change might occasionally in-
volve. He need not speak of the divine

obligation which rested upon them to
keep the Sa' bath, because he hoped that
that was fully recognised and admitted
by tlie House. Neither was it necessary
to prove that the Sabbath was made for
man’s benefit and advancenient, both in
an economic and religi- us point of view,
and was in perfect harmony with the
laws of his being. He believed it was
generally admitted by the wisest and
best men that the man who strictly
observed the day would enjoy better
health, live to a greater age, and be able
to accomplish more labour than he who
ignored the sacred dav, and either labour-
ed the whole seven days successively, or
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devoted the Sabbath to a round of
amusement often more exhausting than

labour. And what was true of in-

dividuals was equally true of the State;

no nation could long continne to prosper

that wilfully and unnecessarily violated

the sanctity of the Sabbath. He did

not ask for the introduction of anv new

principle into our legislation ; but the ex-

teusion of onethat was now recognized sud

acted upon. He did not ask that any man

should be compelled to keep the Sablath ;

but simply that the regulations in the

Post Office Department should be wade

uniform ; that the same re pect shiould be

paid to the Sabbath by the Post Oftice

Department in the Provinee of Quebec

that was paid to it in all the other Pro-

vinces of the Dominion, and that the

postmasters in that Provines should no

longer Le compelled to open their offices
during any portion of the Lord’s day.

It wounld be ohserved that Ins (Mr.
Christie’s) motion was permissive ; not
imperative. It was quite true that he_
would prefer to go a little further. He
thought the regulations should require
postimasters to close their oflices, and, if
the House wou'd go that length, he

would be most happy to have his morion

amended 1n that direction, as it would
be more in harmony with his convictions.

After enquiry he was convineed it could

not be cur-ied in that form. He believed

it was a qestion of very great impor-

tance, very closely connected with the

well-being and prosperity of the Domin-
ion, and he would most respectfully, and,

at the same time, most earnestly, ask the

Government and every hon. member in

the House to give it their serious con-
sideration and support. and o adopt such

measures as would secure a striet and uni-
form observance of the Sabbath, not
only in the Post Office Departmeut, but
in ali Departments of the Public
Service.

Mr. CHARLTON, in seconding the
motion, said it must be apparent to all
who gave attention to the movements of
social and intellectual forces in this age
that there was a growinz di:position to
desire the alridgment of those rescric-
ticns which Chuistianity bat heretofore
considered necessary to be imposed for
securing the wel-beingand the moral and
religious ood of society. It might not
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be improper to consider whether those
restrictions were arbitrary, and whether
they were in accordance with the princi-
ples of justice and natural right. The
nature of the restraints that might be
imposed by a Government, the acts that
might be forbidden, the acts and obser-
vances that might be required, and
the penalties that might be imposed.
would necessarily be determined by
the principles upon which Government
res ed. It would not, for instance, be
proper for a Mahomedan Government to
prohibit polygamy, because it was tolerat-
edin the Kovan ; perhaps it wonld not be
proper for the United States Government
to pass laws requiring the ohservance of
the Sabbath, Lecause that Government
had studiously ignored all reference to
God in its fundamental law, the Consti-
tution. The Sovereign of this natioun
was styled the < defender of the faith ;”
she was said to hold that po-ition by
the grace of God ;” and, if, which was un-
questionably the case, this was a Chris-
tian nation ; if, in all its conquests, in
all the countries where it had founded
colonies and laid the foundations of em-
pires, it had intrcduced and recognised
Christianity, and recognised the law of
Chyristianity, as the bigher law, he held
it was a Christian nation ; if this was
the case, then the observance of the Sau-

bath was a duty which its rulers
8o  far as was practicable, and
their  authority  extended, were

called upon to euforce. The ordin-
ance that one day out of seven should be
set apurt as a day of rest and religious
worship had been recognised thcoughout
all ages of the world. It was the only
ordinance, besides marriage, which ap-
peared in the records of the creation. Jt
was a fundamental part of the decalogue.
Its binding character had been recognised
by the Prophets, and by the Redeemer
Himself—the Head of the Christian
religion.  He (Mr. Charlton) held,
further, that that day in seven which
bad besn authoritatively set apart for the
day of rest, under the Caristian dispen-
sation, was the first day of the week.
He did not deem it necassary to go into
any discussion of 1he proof of that asser-
tion, hut would content himselt with the
assertion that the proof was ample and
conclusive, and he took it for granted no
one would deny that such was the case.

MR. CrarLTON,
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By the observance of the Sabbath, God’s
name was honoured and the visibility of
religion was maintained, and any failure
to enact laws for its observance fastened
the lie upon this or any country
which pretended to be a Christian
nation.  Public recognition of any-
thing  whatsoever begat individual
respect, and public recognition of the
Sabbath, or of any ordinance on the part
of the Government, begat individual re-
spect for that ordinance. He did not
intend to detain the House by remarks
at any length on the subject ; but would
say that in this age error had assumed
most seductive forms.  Materialists
affirmed that matter existed without a
Creator ; Pantheists, that mat'er itself
was God ; Evolutionists, that that glo-
rious declaration that God made manin
His own image was a fable. They refer-
red us to an origin more humble than the
tadpole, gravely asserting that our life
was evolved from primordial shells which
in remotest ages had been vivified by a
fortuitous concur.ence of atoms, and
that, through gradual processes oi evolu-
tion extending through countless ages,
animal life had reached its present stage.
By these forms of error, arising from the
deductions of science, falsely so called,
the truth wassought to be undermined.
It was the duty of every Churistian
nation, people and Government to honour
God’s laws in all respects ; and the mo-
tion before the House, cailing for a more
strict observance of the Sabbath by the
employés of the Government, was one
which the Government could not disre-
gard, unless they did violence to their
professions of being a Christian Guvern-
ment of a Christian nation. Regul«tions
and restrictions, such as laws requiring
the observance of the Sabbath, were sate-
guards which, if maintained, wonld
secure the con‘inuance ot civil and reli-
gious liberty. It was under them that
Britain had attained bher greatnes , and
had pliced her impress upon continents,
1pon races, upon history, and upon time.
That same old command: * Remember
the Sabbath day to keep itholy,” given
thousands of years ago, was still rvinging
in their ears, and still binding upon them.
They conld not claim to be a Christian
people if they disregarded it; and he
therefore begged to second the resolution
of the hon. member for Argenteuil.
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Mr. HESSON said, vefore this motion
was put, he desired to raise his voice in
its tavour. 1t was not necessa-y to waste
the time of this House in a long discus-
sion of the subject. All who felt they
were Christians should, so far as their
voices and votes went, sustain it., As a
new member he would not occapy the
time of this House further than to say
their vote should be given unanimously,
as representatives of a Christian people,
in favour of the motion.

Mz, LANGEVIN said this was the
secoud time the hon. gentleman had
brought this motion before the House;
the words, this time, being slightly
varied fromn those of last year, but the
motion being substantially the sime.
The princip'e of the observance of the
Lord’s day had been admitted bv the
whole House last year, and no doubt the
same principle would be admitted this

year. They all nsreed that the Lord’s
day should bec kept as strictly
as possible ; bat the hon. gentle-
man  must be aware that that

observauce conld not be an absolute one.
Certain work which could not be
avoided had to be done on that day.
People had to get up and dress them-
selves on that day as well as on the
others ; their meals had to be prepared,
and the hon. gentleman did not object
that his cook should prepare his meals ;
’fahat his servants shoald milk the cows,
in order to have milk for his breakfast ;
that his cattle should be fed and his
borses looked after, even on that dJay.
Certain work which could not be avoided
had to be done on Sunday. Unless
everything stopped—unless life stopped
at midnight on Saturday night, and
began again exactly twenty-four hours
after, certain works must he done on the
Lord’s day, and therefore the rule which
the hon. gentleman wanted to apply
could not be appiied to other things any
more than to the domestic concerns of
hfe. If the hon. gentleman were on
his - way to Europe, he would not
object that on the Sunday the steamer
continued her route, that the fireman and
theéother men worked; but would objectde-
cidedly to the steamer being kept twenty-
fOflr hours in the midst of the ocean
without being allowed to proceed on her
eourse. He had no donbt the hon. gentle-
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man had been on a railway even ona
Sunday morning or afternoon, and did
not object to the men working on it. 1t
was a work necessary to be doune. TLast
year Mr. Macdougall, of Elgin, moved,
seconded by Mr. Ross, in amendment to
the hon. gentleman’s motion, to this effect :
“That all the words after ¢that,’to theend
of the motion be left out, and the words
inserted, ¢the interest »f public moralisy
and the physical well-b-ing of all sections
of the community require that the Lord’s
day be strictly obsecved by persons en-
gaged in the public works under the con-
trol of the Government, as far as practi-
cable ; that there should be a cessation of
labour ou all the canals, railways, and
other public works under the control of
the Governinent, as far as, in the
opinion of the Government, it would
be practicable to do so.”” This amend-
ment was supported by the then Govern-
ment, and the whole House agreed to it.
The hon. gentleman found that in these
words should have keen included “ post-
offices.” Therefore, this year, he re-
newed this discussion. He (Mr. Lan-
gevin) did not object to the discussion
being renewed. He agreed that, as far
as possible, the Lord’s day should be
observed, but complete cessation of labour
on that day was impossible, and, no mat-
ter how strong a resolution of this kind
might be passed, it would be found im-
possible to carry it into effect. The hon.
gentleman must not suppose that he (Mr.
Langevin) did not want to respect the
Lord’s day. He did wish to see it re-
spected as much as did the hon. gentle-
man himself. But Sundav was the only
day on which the population of the coun-
try parts in the Irovince of Quebec went
to the post-oftices. They lived far apart ;
they went to church on the Sunday, and
after church they got their letrers, and
posted those they had written during the
week ; not only the French Roman Catholic
porti-n of the population, but nearly the
entire population. The parish in which
the hon. gentleman resided might be an
exception. If the population of that
parish desired that the post-office should
be closed there, he would give orders to
that effect. No post-office in the Pro-
vince of Quebec would be opened on Sun-
day if the people did not go then for
their letters ; and, if the hon. gentleman
and others did not go for their letters on
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that day, or send their servants—Roman
Cutholic servants—or otliers for thero,
that post-office would not be used, and
the object he desired would be attaine L,
As the hon. gentleman had brought the
motion before the House, it would have
to be dealt with, unless, after these
explanations, he was satisfied to withdraw
the motion. Otherwise, he would move
that the words atter  that” to the end ot

the question bhe left out, and the
following  inserted instend @ ““The
inter st of public morality and the
physical  well - being  of  all classes
of the commanity require that the
Lord’s  day be strictly  observed

by all persons engaged in the public
Departments, under the control of the
Canadian Government, as far as practi-
cable to do so; that, in the opinion of
this House, there should be a cessation of
labour on the Lord’s day on all public
works, and in all offices under the control
of the Government of Canada. as far as
it shall be found, in the opinion of the
Government, practicable to do so.”

Mgr. McLENNAN s2id he had great
sympathy wich the praver of the petition
to the House, and he thought that the
public servants, as well as all others,
should have a day of 1est; and, because
he sympathised so much with t.is pro-
position, he undertook o say a few words
about it. He was one of seventy-three
new members in the House, and
he hoped the seventy-three new
mewmbers desired to perpetuate the
rights and liberties of the people.
He was not sure whetler the Dominion
of Canada stood :n the position of de-
fender of the faith—perhaps it was not
necessary to discuss that point—7hut he
believed that the law that governed us n
that respect should be a law of moral
suasion, and written not wupon our
Statute-books, but in the hearts of the
people. At the same time, he was awaie
that whatever was said in this House
upon such a question came befre
the people, and would be discussed in a
variety of forms for which this House
could not be responsible, and that mis-
takes might be made in interpreting the
sense of the House. For this reason he
would prefer that the mover of the resolu-
tion would withdraw it, rather thaun that
others ir the sume position as himself,

MR. LANGEVIN.
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who desired that the prayer of this peti-
tion should be carried out in its spirit
and essence, should be compelled to vote
upon a resolution of this kind.

Mg. BECHARD said that, although
he hud muech admiration for the Christian
feeling which had led bis hon. friend
from  Avgentenil (Mr. Christie) to
make this motion, yet he had no sympa-
thy with the purpose of the motion. His
Lon. friend knew that this question was
viewed by different persons from differ-
ent standpoints. ‘The religious education
of three-tourths of the population of
Quebee did not make them consider the
act of keeping a post-office open on Sun-
day a violation of that day. They did
not consider the writing of a letter, for
instanece, on that day, any more than the
Liring of a horse and buggy to take a
vide on that day, as a violation of ihe
Sabbath.  In several parishes of the rural
districts there were people who lived
five or six miles from a post-office, tor
whoni it would be very inconvenient not
to be able to get their letters or papers
on Sunday when they went to church, as,
if compelled to go on any other day, they
would have to lose half a day’s work. He
hoped that no steps would be taken by
this House to put a stop to a practice
which was a great convenience to the
people in disteicts such as those he had
referred to.

Mgr. THOMPSON (Cariboo) said that
in the interior of British Columbia a
great many people ;ame into the post-towns
only on the Sabbath day, and it would
be a great inconvenience to them if they
could not get their letters and papers.
Postmasters, he believed, had the power
of closing their offices on the Sabbath, or
keeping them open, and he thought it
would be going a little too far if the
resolution moved by the hon. member
for Argenteull were to be adopted. He
agreed with the remarks of the hon.
the Postmaster-General, that, while they
were willing to preserve the sanctity of
the Lord’s day to the utmost extent,
certain allowances should be made.

Mr. SCRIVER said he desired to
show that the remarks of the h.m. the
Postmaster-General were anything but a
sutlicient reply to what had beeu said
upon the moral aspect of the question, at
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all events. They were all agreed as to
the importance of the Sabbath day to a
Christian community, and to the pro-
priety of its proper observance. They
were also fully agreed with the hon. the
Postmaster-General, that there were
certaiu labours which, as a necessity of
our condition, must be done upon that

dav. But there was aggther question
which followed, and tft was, what
were the necessary  labours which

were the results of the necessity of
our condition ¢ To the statement that it
was necessary that the post-offices
should be kept open in certain localities,
he thought a sufficient reply would be
found in the fact that in some of the
Provinces they were not kept open on
that day, With reference to the ques-
tion as it presented itself to the repre-
sentatives of the Province of Quebec, he
woull only say, with the hon. member for
Iberville, that a large majority of that
Province did not believe that Sunday
was violated by keeping the post-offices
open before or subsequent to the morn-
ing service in the churches. He would
not like to force his peculiar views—if
they were peculiar—upon the majority
of the people of that Province, but he
knew that in the English-speaking por-
tion of that Province, or the portion in-
habited principally by Protestants, this
question was viewed differently from
what it was in the parishes inhabited by
Roman Catholics ; and the majority of
these were not only a Christian people in
the ordinary sense of the term, Lut they
were members of one or other of the
relizious bodies which considered ita vio-
lation of the Sabbath day that Govern-
ment officials should be required to work
on that day. He believed that the
weight of public opinion in that portion
of the Province of Quebec inhabited
mainly by Protestants was strongly in
favour of, at least, a permissive regula-
tion, such as that pointed out by the
resolution of the hon. member for Argen-
tewil.  This resolution, if passed, would
not make it obligatory, but permissive
merely, upon th: postmasters of the
Province of Quebec to close these offices.
He felt assured that, in a community
?Vllel'e the general public sentiment was
in favour of keeping the post-offices open
on Sunday, the postmaster would yield
to that public sentiment.
6
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he did n -t see why the hon. gentleman
should feel at all embarrassed, or think
that he would be in a false position, for
he voted tor the very same motion last
Session. He thought that the expression
of the House, as far as they could guther
it, laid down the trae principle that therve
was a grneral feeling in Cunada, amongst

Catholiecs as  well as  Protestants,
that the Lord’s day should be
observed as strictly as possible.  The

hoa. gentleman who now led the other
side of the House, and led the House
Jast Session, supported the amendment
of his hon. friend, as he felt, under the
vesponsibility of his position, the neces-
sity of avoiding an absolute cessatim of
all work which would be caused hy the
wotion f the hon. member for Argen-
teuil (Mr. Christie). His hon, friend
who bad just spoken (Mr. Scriver) said
that this resolution would not make it
obligatery on the Government.

Mr. SCRIVER: I meant to say obli-
gatory upon postinasters.

S JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it would be obligatory upon the Govern-
ment to order postmasters to cease
keeping open their post-otfices on Sun-
day. The resolution was so strong that,
if it were adopted, any Government
would be compelled by it to order all
their employés to close their post officcs
on Sunday, and nct to open them for one
second. If that resolution were passed,
he would be obliged, in obedience to the
command of this House, to order all the
employés to close their public depart-
ments, except when it was unavoidably
necessary ; and, of course, as the giving of
letters on Sunday in Lower Canada was
not a necessity, the post-offices there
could not be opened on that day any
more than in any other Province. He
thought,  therefore, that the reso-
lution  shonld be withdrawn. He
would  prefer that the amendment
of his hon. friend (Mr. Langevin) should
be carried. The last Parliament solemuly
atfirmed, by the motion in awendment
which was moved by Mr. Macdougll,
that the Lord’s day should be observed
in every way practicable, and he thought
that this Parliament should affirm the
same principle.
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Mg. ROSS (West Middlesex) said he
thought his hon. friend had stated the
case too strongly regarding the terms in
which the motion was drawn. The
motion simply sald that all postmasters
should be permitted to close their offices
during the whole of the Sabbath day.
As he understood the question, post-
masters in the Province of Quebec, under
the terms of the resolution, would be
allowed to close their offices where they
considered it their duty to do so. He
did not wish to enter into a discussion of
the question which was so ably put by
the mover and seconder of the resolution.
He could simply say, so far as the question
of convenience was concerned, that he was
not aware of any part of the Province of
Ontario, where all the post-offices were
closed, in which any inconvenience was
felt, nor in the Provinces of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, whereasimilarusage
prevailed. He quite agreed with the
sentiment that, in a mixed community
like ours, where there were so many
creeds, it was desirable to deal carefully
in matters of this kind. He concurred
in the statement of his hon. friend (Mr.
Scriver) that no line was drawn between
what was considered a violation of the
Sabbath day and what was a work of
necessity. It was said last year, when
it was proposed to close the canals, that
great inconvenience would be caused
thereby ; but, since its adoption, no com-
plaints had been made and no petitions
presented to this House against that
measure. 1t had proved highly satis-
factory. He trusted that the House
would support all necessary and proper
restrictions.

Mg. MACDOUGALL said he did not
agree with the conclusion that the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Ross) had drawn from
the terms of the resolution. 1t appeared
to him (Mr. Macdougall) very obvious
that, if this House affirraed this resolution
in the terms in which it was expressed—
in view of the fact that a similar resolu-
tion was proposed in the previous Parlia-
ment,—the (Government would be, of
necessity, compelled as obeying the direc-
tions of this House, to issue orders to all
the po<tmastersin the country strictly to
observe the Sabbath by closing their
oftices. It would be impossible to draw
the line where the hon. gentleman had

Sir JouN A. MACDONALD.
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the Lord's Day.

suggested it could be drawn, without dis-
obeying an order of this House. He
wished to direct the attention of the
House to a view of the question which
had not yet been presented. Were they
here as members of the Dominion Parlia-
ment for the purpose of enforcing duties
which belong to what legal writers de-
scribed as tho@e of imperfect obligation?
Was that their special function ; or were
they not, under the Constitution, called
upon to deal with a class of questions
that did not involve these duties ? There
were other bodies clothed with the power,
and therefore charged with the duty
of dealing with the ecivil rights of
the people. It was not the func-
tion of this Parliament to regulate
educational institutions, religious obser-
vances, or matters of police. There were
the Local Legislatures and municipal cor-
porations armed with the power of deal-
ing with questions of this character. They
represented the people more divectly and
intimately in all these matters. lonse-
quently, he thought they wounld be
acting  wisely, and be  keeping
within their own  jurisdiction, by
confining themselves to those mat-
ters which had been assigned to tbem
by the Constitutional Act. [t was quite
true that it was within the power of this
House to direct when the post-offices of
the Dominion should be kept open and
when they should be closed ; but, at the
same time, he thought it would be an
undue exercise of that power if it were
put forth on the grounds invoked hy the
hon. mover and seconder of the resolu-
tion. In view of the fact that in this
country there were various opinions on
this Sabbatarian question, and that a
very large religious body, numbering
nearly one-half the population, did not
regard the keeping of the Ssbbath, as it
was termed, in the same light, or that it
should be done in the same manner as
another class of the community, and
professing religious opinions of ¢ different
kind, would it be fair, and would it
result in any good, to impose upon them,
by legislation, a strict observance of the
Sabbath in a manner which might be
repugnant to their habits, and contrary
to their convictions © He did not think
that our experience in this country,
in attempting to legislate upon matters
of this kind, had been so satisfactory as
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to induce us to go any further in the
same direction. On another but cognate
subjecs, there had been a great deal of
agitation ; and Parliament had been
called upon to deal with the question of
suppressing the wuse of intoxicating
liquors ; there had been an attempt to
enforce abstinence by legislation in the
Province of Ontario, and he thought the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Ross) would agree
with him that our experiment in that
divection had not been very successful,
for the people were now undoing and
repealing, by overwhelming majorities,
the attempt to coerce them by law to
perform those moral obligations and
duties. He was inclined to take the
view that we must leave it to the indi-
vidual consciences ot the people, to
their own sense of propriety, as to
the mode in which they should observe
the Sabbath, or as to whether they
should abstain from the use of those
things which might prove injuiious to

them. Experience in our own and other
countries had taught that legislation

-of this kind was sure w0 be ineffective,
would aggravate the particular evil, and
would injuriously aflect the morals of the
people. In some of the countries of
Europe, he had seen people going to
church in the early part of the day, and
after the service was over he had sen
them wih their families in the public
gardens and places of recreation and
amusement, where they could breathe
the fresh aiv of heaven and admire the
beauties of art and nature; and yet these
people were, as far as he could see, as
religious as any other class of the com-
munity. Pevhaps their conduct in fre-
quenting these places would shock the
hon. mover of this resolution ; but, in his
(Mr. Macdougall's) judgment, their ob-
servance of the Sabbath was perfectly
consistent with their religious belief and
theiv duty. In Lower Canada, a large
majority of the people did not agree with
the hon. gentieman in his view of the
mode of keeping the Sabbath. This
Parliament, composed of representatives
of all the Provinces of the Dcminion,
with their divergent opinions, was not the
proper body to deal with a questiou of
this kind—there were local bodies and
other means by which obligations of this
nature could be enforced. The resolu-
tion proposed in amendment went as far
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as it was necessary to go. It went far
enough to meet the difliculties of the
case. It left iv in the discretion of the
Govermment to say that the offices should
be closed on the Sabbath in a’l cases
where it could be reasonably and properly
done. He would support the amend-
ment, and leave it for the Government to
see that its directions were properly
carried out wherever public opinion
required it.

Mr. CAMERON (North Victorix) said
he thought there was an inconsistency in
the terws of the resolution of the hon.
gentlemau from  Argenteuil.  The first
part declared the necessity for a strict and
uniform observance of the Lord’s aay,
and then the second pa.t proposed to
leave it to the discretion of  post-
wasters whether to close their offices
during the whole of the Sabbath or not.
Ii the word “permit” meant, what his
hon. friend from West DMilllesex
(Mr. Ross) contended it did—individual
discretion, how could there be uniformity
of practice. Therefore, he thought the
trae meaning of the resolution was that
expressed Ly the right hon. leader of the
Government, who doclared that this re-
solution, more especially in view of the
resolution carried last Session, would
amount to an injunction upon the Gov-
ernment to insist upon all postmasters
closing their offices in every place on the
Sabbath day. He would not discuss the
question from a Lower Canada point of
view, although he entirely endorsed what
his hon. friend from Halton (Mr. Mac-
dougall) had just said : that it was im-
proper for this Parliament to impose uni-
formity in an observance of this kind
where there was no uniformity of opin-
ion or sentiment among the people of the
different Provinces. Asregarded Outario,
he was not prepared to accept the state-
ment of his hon. friend from West Mid-
dlesex (Mr. Ross), that everybody was
well satisfied with the post-offices being
rigorously closed on Sunday, as they were
shere. As a resident of Torouto, he (Mr.
Caracron) was prepared to say that there
was great dissatisfaction with the total
closing of the post-office on Sunday,
and it had often been remarked that the
outer door of that office ought to be left
open during a portion of the
day, and then it could be
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Jeft to each man’s conscience to go in
and get his letters or not. That would
be true liberty, leaving every man to do
as he thought fit. It would not involve
any necessity for Sunday labour in the
post-office, as each man having a box
could open it himself. It frequently
happened that men of business had to
leave town on Monday morning before
the post-office was opcn, and it was a
great inconvenience to them not to be
able to get on Sunday those letters which
had arrived and had been ussorted on
Saturday night.  Looking at the question
from a broad point of view, he did not
know that rigid Protestant views on
the Subbath question were more correct
than the more liberal views of their
Roman Catholic fellow subjects upon
that matter. He did not know that
rigid Sabbatarianism was always con-
nected with uprightness of character and
conduct. As an illustration of this
opinion, he would only mention the case
of probably the most guilty of the City
of (ilasgow Bank Directors, who had just
been convicted, and who was so extremely
religious that he would not read on
Monday a newspaper published on that
day, because it was printed on the Sun-
day night.

MRg. CHRISTIE said he wished to
remind the House that the resolution he
moved last Session specially aimed at the
closing of the canals, and it was only
after the Government had given a posi-
tive assurance that the canals would be
closed that he acceptel the amendment.
It would be remembered also, that be
was then censured by the right hon.
gentleman the leader of the present
Government because he accepted the
amendment. The right hon. gentleman
would remember that he (Sir John A.
Macdonald) accused him (Mr. Christie)
of inconsistency and of proving recreant
to his convictions because he accep