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NOTICE.

_‘OR ten days from date only we make the following offer: We will
send the Cenfury Magazine for 1887, with the numbers for Novem-
herand December last included, and the CANADIAN MiLiTiA GAZETTE
for a year, to any subscriber not already on our list, for four dollars and
a half, one dollar less than regular rates; or we will send St. Nickolas for
1837 and the GazeTTE for a year for three dollars and a half; or the
whole three for seven dollars.  'I'he Century this year, with its quarter of
a million of circulation, its history of lLincoln, and its stories of the
American civil war, and St. Nickolas, with its high class literature for
¢hildren, young and old, need no commendation, and the chance we
now offer for securing them and the MiLimtia GazeTre at reduced rates
15 one which should not be neglected.

Comment and Criticism.

AJOR-GENERAL SIR FRED. MIDDLETON is a victim to an
iYL imperial fit of economy. Some time ago it was ordained by the
War office that officers employed on colonial military service should,

during the continuance of that employment, forfeit their unattached or

half-pay allowance. It seems to be a just provision enough, on the face

of it, that a man should be paid by those for the moment employing

him, but-where the injustice comes in is in applying the rule to appoint-
ments made before the rule was enforced, and also in practically com-
pelling officers on half-pay or retired pay to choose some other employ-
ment fof their leisure time than that for which their life’s occupation has
best adapted them. Sir Selby Smyth and General Luard, when in
Canada, were not treated thus cavalicrly, and when Sir Fred. Middleton
was appointed there was no hint that he would fare otherwise than his
predecessors, yet to-day he is in the position of doing all the work of his
important office, and actually receiving but £ 300 more than if he were
living on half-pay at home without any duties to perform. We had
occasion to criticize this rule in connection with General Strange’s
services in 1885, and cannot but deplore its existence, threatening as it
does to entirely deprive us of the services of Imperial officers, for Canada
cannot afford to give them full pay, and they would be foolish to sacri-

fice ease at home for hard work and increased expenses here without
some substantial consideration.

HE new warrant has settled the matter more surely, if that were ne-
cessary; for up to the present there seemed some little room for

liberality of interpretation, but now there is none. \We do not see why

this should be done, at least with general officers, for their employment

by colonial governments does not involve the engagement of others to
do their work. They are on the list in any case, and if unemployed would
draw a certain rate of pay; with junior officers seconded for colonial service
the case is different; they would not be entitled to a retining allowance,
and other men have to be paidin their stead, consequently it seems only
fair that they should be fully paid by the colony requiring them.

E reproduce an editorial from the Victoria IVarder referring to

certain matters connected with the efficiency of our officers. It
certainly speaks plainly and we print it because we believe that if there
are any objections felt against the present order of things, they are much
better spoken out and cleared away than left to smoulder as feclings. We
cannot understand the IVarder's wholesale condemnation of the military
schools, in view of the excellent results which have undoubtedly resulted
from attendance at the courses of instruction, although we ourselves,
some time ago, raised the question whether their capacity might not. be
increased, by allowing the attached officers to reside out of barracks,
during a portion of their course; this plan might somewhat decrease the
quantity of instruction obtained, though we think any loss would be
more than balanced by the increased number instructed, and, at least,
until some of the arrears are wiped off; might be advantageously adopted.
With that part of the IFarder’s article suggesting summary treatment of
unqualified officers we are heartily in accord. An officer who can not

find time or will not take the trouble to qualify is not wanted n the
force.

'] /E imagine the story about the bridge built in the North-West is
somewhat apocryphal, for we have heard it already related of two
or three campaigns, and of all three columns in this last campaign, but
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even granting that in this instance the Fridge was put up by rule of
thumb more expeditiously than it could have been done scientifically,
surely no one will argue from that, that engineer officers are not: wan"te,d,
or that the native wit of us Canadians will supply the place of competent
training, either in discipline or in matters pertaining to fortification. If
any of éur friends confident in their mother wit were to attend a course
at the Royal Military College, we imagine they would be ready- to admit
that there are more things in military science than can be picked up
fortuitously by even the keenest observer.
PEAKING of men not having time to qualify, we know of one case
of genuine hardship where the rules governing the military schools
might advantageously have been suspended. Captain Caldwell, of the
42nd, is a man who was a real acquisition to the torce. A large em-
‘ployer of labor, and a man of sufficient means, he not only did not pre-
vent his men from enlisting, as so many employers do, but he himself
enrolled them into a'company, and took command of them—provision-
ally. At camp in 1884 he turied out a full company of sturdy, well
dnlled, and well dresééd-men, thanks in part to his own private purse,
and a company that made the highest shooting average in the district
that year. In January, 1885, Captain Caldwell went to the Military
School to qualify, but just previous to the date of the examinations the
troops were ordered to the North-West, and the captain found himself
left behind minus his certificate.  When the school was resumed Cap-
tain Caldwell was in the midst of a season’s business and naturally could
not afford the time to resume’ his interrupted studies, and the conse-
quence is that at last year’s camp his splendid company turned up ‘miss-
ing. No blame can of course attach to thé commandant of the school
for strictly maintaining the rules, but we are quite sure the country
cannot afford to lose either Captain Caldwell’s services, or those of his
company.

e ey ——— —

HE eighteenth battalion has met its just fate at last, and has bee'n
disbanded. We learn that Lieut.-Col. l.ewis, B.M., has been in-
structed to proceed to Prescott county and take over the stores of the
different corps. It is rumoured that there is a prospect of this regiment
being reorganized under the command of its former colonel, A. McLean,
in which case many of the old officers would come forward and volunteer

anew,

HE Ontario artillery association is to be congratulated on the results
of its first year’s work. The association has held a successful prize
meeting, while the impetus given to the several corps by the fostering
care of the association is evidenced by the high place which the Ontario
contingent secured in the D.A.A. competitions. It now behooves all the
other provinces to follow the good example set by Ontario, and to or-
ganize similar associations, so that their artillery corps may not be at a
disadvantage in futl.re competitions.

The Schools~ of Instruction.

(From the Victoria Warder.)

ANY young men from this district anxious to attend a military

school this winter have been unable to do so because the schools

were full. It has long been our intention to enter a protest against the

present military school system. The system is chiefly noteworthy on

account of its red tape and etiquette.
may be, but it is not-in advance of the old plan.

* To our mind the-system of admitting cadets in large numbers, each
wearing, not the uniform of his rank, but that of the school, and each
spending a term of say four weeks in barracks for routine duty, boarding
clsewhere if desirable for the rest of his period of instruction, is the only
plan on which a school at least for infantry should be conducted in
Canada. In case:an officer in-attendance at a school for a company
cettificate desires to put on airs by wearing his own uniform and messing

- ranks.

Efficiency of instruction there

with the staff, he should be free to do so, off duty; but on duty either on
parade or in the barrack room he should appear only in the uniform of
the school. The present plan is breeding an amount of snobbery not
combined wlth efﬁcnency that will ultimately produce inefficiency in alt

‘The MiLiTia GAZETTE, usually on the right side, last week endorses
General Middleton’s recommendation that “all officers of the permanent
force rank senior to other militia officers of their own rank.”?  This is a
principle we cannot endorse. We do not deny the eﬂimency of many
officers of the permanent force, and. their superiority to the majority of
the militia officers; but the difference lies in the fact that the militia
department has fo1. years allowed men to retain commissions in the force
who are totally unqualified to drill a squad or mount a guard. l.et the
“provisional” officers now on the lists be retired at once if they fail to
qualify, and let corps failing to turn out in strength, owing to having such
officers, be disbanded and the arms and outfit given to districts or men
that will keep up efficient corps; and the cry of inequality between the
officers of the permanent and those of other corps will soon vanish. As
an instance of the superiority of the raw Canadian volunteer officer over
even the British regular an event of the North-West campaign may be
cited. A day or two after leaving Batoche for Prince Albert the force
came to a place that required bridging. The British engineer officer
started to outline a plan, meanwhile sending teams for material. A
couple of Canadian_militia officers, one of whom was Capt. Winslow,
accustomed to practical work in the woods, did not await the drawing of
the plan or of the material, but seizing axes had a bridge built and the
force over before even the sketch was ready.

We oppose as yet the recommendation of General Middleton, and
suggest that he clear out all the officers not qualified. Then will there
be something like life and energy in the force. Then will the perma-
nent corps not be in advance of the ordinary militia. Indeed as it is
some of the ordinary batteries and battalions seem nearly as well drilled
as the regular force; and the annals of the North-West do not indicate
that the raw militia were a whit behind the regular.

Our advice is, get rid of the red tape, and train the boys to spot a
bull’s eye at 500 yards.

Simplification of Drill.

HE question of simplifying drill is a very important one for the Cana-
dian army. The short time available for the training of our militia

force renders it impossible for the battalions of the Dominion to be prac-
tised in anything but a very small portion of the field exercises for
infantry. Another point that must be considered is that the present drill
has to a very great extent come down to us intact from the times of
Frederick the Great. ‘The linear formations which form so great a part
of them received a further stimulus from their successful application by
the Duke of Wellington in the early part of the present century. But
this was in the days of the old muzzle-loading filint-lock rifles, and when
defensive tactics were more easily carried out than now-a-days. Besides
all this we must consider the fact that Canadian troops will never hc
called on to fight in savage wars, in which kind of war alone the present
two-deep, close-order line formation finds an application.  Such a
formation is totally un-adapted to offensive movements. ‘This was fully
shown by the English advance at the battle of the Alma, where the
English line advanced for about a mile only, and became a mob. Victory
was gained there, not because the English advanced in line, but becausc
the Russians showed an utter want of generalship and made greater
faults than the English did. In the face of modern weapons troops can-
not advance, even in small bodies, in a two-deep line. Shallower and
even extended formations are required. An extended formation is not a
true fighting formation in itself, it is only an expedient to reach effective
ranges without undue losses. Once the effective ranges are reached thc
firing line must be as dense as possible, consistent with the effective usc
of the rifle; i.e, a man per yard, in order to overwhelm the enemy by
fire; that is to say, the troops must fight in single line. Such being the
case, why not train them always in single line? [Lord Wolseley has long
said that the time has come for infantry to drill and fight in single linc.
but the proverbial conservatism of military opinion has been too powerful
as yet for him to cffect the change, but when this far-seeing soldier had
an opportunity of testing his opinion he did so with great success. Wv
refer to the Ashanti campaign. Numerous native levies had to be raisud
and trained in a short time, while, to add to the difficulties, they did not
understand a word of English. ‘To teach them the ordinary drill of a
two-deep formation was an utter impossibility. Consequently a single
line was used, which was then numbered off in fours. At the wora
“Fours right (or left),” each four wheeled in the required airection.
Nothing can be simpler than this. The veriest recruit can learn it in 2
few minutes, and in this column formation of fours the company can b
deployed to the right or left 4t any moment, which cannot be done in
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the present system: .For-instance, a company column of fours, right in
front, formed - from a two-deep line, can only be deployed to the left by.
the words. “front form company.” - If deployed. to the right the rear rank
would be in front. Under the proposed system, a-company would be
formed up in two single ranks, separated by an interval of six paces, each
under a lieutenant, so as not to have too wide a front in line. The cap-
tain’s post would be on a flank. Each rank would be told off in fours,
and if at any time it was considered necessary to close the ranks, exactly
the same words of command could be used for the nowtwo-deep line. Such
single lines are extremely easily extended and assembled, and are emi-
nently fitted for a bayonet assault, for even with the present system the
ranks have to be opened for this purpose. With single ranks, kept as
such, the depth of quarter columns, and columns of fours, on the line of
march would be increased, but on such occasions the ranks cculd be
closed and the double line worked as a single one temporarily. The ad-
vantages of this system are very apparent, and the system is peculiarly
suited to troops which can give but a very short time to their training,
such as those of the Canadian militia. So advantageous is this system,
that it can be confidently asserted that if any army adopts it it will soon
be followed by other nations. Here is an opportunity for Canada to
make a name in the military world, and at the same time to enormously in-
crease her military power by the better trained state of her troops.
Training is everything now-a-days in war, and here lies one of the best
means by which Canada can fit herself to take her place in the defence
of the empire when called on in time of danger:
A SOLDIER,

Ontario Artillery Association.

HE aunual report of this thriving association has just been publish-
ed, and contains the usual record of the year'’s doings, and the con-
stitution, as amended at the late annual meeting. From the treasurer’s
statement we learn that there is a balance on hand of $245 81, which is
most satisfactory for a first year. The results of the firing competitions
have been published in our columns from time to time, as they were
received by the secretary of the D.R.A.  We now append the annual
reports of the President, Secretary, and Council, which will give a fair
idea of the important results achieved by this young association :

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

The council of the association presents herewith the report for the
year 1886 of the executive committee on the subject of artillery ranges;
of the secretary on the working of the association; and of the treasurer,
with the accounts, duly audited.

Affiliation.—Nine field and two garrison batteries have affiliated with
this association during the past year. Next year, owing to certain restric-
tions as to training, the number of garrison batteries will probably be
decreased; in fact, only one of the three Ontario batteries will be called
upon to perform their annual drill and gun practice. :

Gun Practice.—The shooting on the whole is far above the average.
‘The average length of range which has been used does not exceed 1,450
yds. (Port Hope 1,300 yds., Port Colborne 1,600 yds). The Council is
strongly of opinion that from 1,500 to 2,000 yds. should be the range
for Field Gun Practice, and 1,300 for S. B. O,, and 2,000 for B. L. R,
or M. I. R, The Council begs to suggest for favorable consideration the
question of obtaining some improved sighting arrangements, and” the
paying of say $10 tc each commanding officer of a - field battery for ex-
penses while attending practice.

Ranges.—Although the executive committee have made a report on
all likely ranges so far as known, they have omitted to recommend any-
one of them as being suitable. Col. Cotton, assistant inspector of
artillery, in his remarks on the Port Colborne range, says of it that in his
opinion “it is the best artillery range in Canada.” This council favors
the concentration at one point of all Ontario batteries, for the purpose
of performing the practice, and recommends Port Colborne as the best
place. Yo ir council would suggest for the consideration of the council
of the Dominion Artillery Association, whether it would not be more
cconomical and beneficial in the end if garrison batteries, using guns
mounted on travelling carriages, were permitted to fire at the same time
and over the same range as field batteries. In common justice to them,
if they are to compete against batteries firing over a first class range—

like Quebec, for instance—they should not be handicapped by using_

some chance range.

The prize list during the past year was a most liberal one. The
council would suggest whether it is a question of good policy n offering
prizes for voluntary drills—so few batteries competing—and of not offer-
ing more encouragement to drivers. Heretofore shooting and efficiency
prizes have been the great object aimed at; an émmobile field battery is
useless, A prize might be offered for judging distances, which is a most
important thing, and should be encouraged. The council would also

'sugéest. to the. pa_mni assomatlon the desuablln;y of its pme Tist, condi-
. tions, .etc.,.being published .at an.early-day in the year; that the attention

of the Dominion association should. also.be. called to.the fact that this
association are not.in favor of the.present method of competing for the
Gzowski cup, and would recommend that such change.should be made
as will enable the object aimed at to be more fully realized. . :
The council would recommend most strongly,.and as being of
urgent importance to the interests of the artillery force generally. :
1st.—The concentration of all batteries as above suggested.
2nd.—An increased number of rounds of ammunition to enable
officers to compete : S : :
3rd.—A liberal increase of the annual grant to.the Dominion Artil-
lery Association. It is apparent to every militia man that the Dominion,
with its small grant, aided by public generosity, has done nuch to jn-
crease the efficiency of the militia artillery. : : -
4th.—The es:ablishment of competitions. for .officers - firing- at
moving objects. - :
5th.—A more liberal allowance of clothing. Nothing is more -
trying to clothing than gun drill, grooming horses, etc. =~ o
In establishing this association, success was partially ensured at - the
beginning by a generous grant from the Ontario Government, but the
council expects that every officer who takes a proper interest and pride
in his battery should be a member of this association. By united action
and help alone can the association ensure the further success of both
Dominion and Ontario associations. With regard to this the council re-
grets, but it is nevertheless a fact, that so few junior officers are members;
the seniors are working for what really the now juniors will most benefit
by, and they candidly say, and with a right, that they look to them for
support both morally and financially. :

- W. Barcray McMurricy,
Capt. T. B. G. A,, President of Council.

REPORT OF LIEUT.-COL. GRAY, PRESIDENT.

I attended the practice of the Ontario field batteries at Port Hope
and at Port Colborne. The range at Port Hope is in my opinion un-
suitable; having to fire over the railway track, it was necessary to cease
firing frequently, thereby causing delay, and interfering with the arrange-
ments made by officers. ' o

As an artillery range, I believe Port Colborne to be the best in
Ontario, giving a mile from a good elevation, with excellent background,
which brings the target out distinctly. As a matter of fact, the last shot
of the practice was fired at this range by moonlight, ana proved a hit.

The whole practice was carried out under military regulations, and
left no room for complaint. .

I may be permitted to suggest a few changes, which I believe, if
adopted, will prove of advantage to the competing batteries.

1st.—The competition to take place annually about the last week
in June.

2nd.—The firing squads to assemble on the same day, and remain
in camp until the completion of the practice.

3rd.--Four guns to be t action. The firing to be continuous,
shot for shot, from the right or left in the “Preliminary,” and gun for gun
in the “Final.” By adopting this mode the time occupied would be
reduced to a minimum.

4th.—All combatant artillery officers willing to attend the practice,
to be permitted to do so and their transport supplied.

sth.—A sufficient supply of ammunition to be in camp to enable
every officer to fire a stated number of rounds in a competition to be
known as the “Officers’ Match.”

6th.—An extra supply of copper friction tubes. A very large num-
ber this year were defective. This should not be so. If on active
service the consequence might be serious. The gunis the artilleryman’s
standard, and should respond to the pull of the lanyard when the enemy
is at hand.

I -xust congratulate the Ontario Artillery Association upon the
excellent work accomplished, and I wish to thank the officers for their
active and intelligent assistance, which contributed so much to place the
organization in first-class working order.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.
To the President of Council, Ontario Artillery Association :

Sir,—In compliance with rule No. 23, I have the honor to sub-
mit, for the consideration of council, the first annual report on the work-
ing of the association. :

In 1883, 1884 and 1885, the annual gun pracfice, so far as the
Ontario batteries were concerned, was held at the Woodbine, Toronto,
over the same range, under the same conditions, and as nearly as possible
at the same time. The results, no doubt, were satisfactory, but the idea
prevailed that as the Woodbine was an inferior range, the Ontario
batteries were handicapped in the firing with their comrades in Quebec.
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This idea, I believe, coupled with a rumor that in a few years time the
Woodbine would be unavailable for artillery practice, induced the council
to secure, if possible, a better and at the same time a permanent central
range, at which all batteries could fire under the same conditions. The
report of the Executive Committee to whom this was referred is herewith
enclosed. As the committee was unablé to report in time, the gun
practice, in accordance with an order of the Inspector of Artillery to that
effect, was held, for the eastern batteries at Port Hope, on the 29th
Sept. "and two followmg days, and that for the western batteries at Port
Colborne, on the 4th Oct. and three succeeding days. A return of the
scores made by the different batteries is enclosed herewith, on referring
to which will be noticed the large increase in the average firing of
batteries over that of last year (1885), which was the first year in which
the system of preliminary and final practices was introduced. The
increase in the average is, no doubt, indicative of the good results to be
obtained by careful instruction and supervision in the preliminary, and of
. better ranges than heretofore. These meetings, conducted under the
auspices of the Dominion Artillery Association, with I regret to say its
short purse, cannot fail to be of service, tending as they do to promote a
healthy rivalry amongst the batteries.

Handy cards, containing rules, range tables, general duties and
other information in a condensed form, have been printed for the use of
both field and garrison batteries. They are for sale at a nominal rate.

A list, showing the winners of prizes given by this association, is
also enclosed the necessary information having been furnished by the
secretary of the Dominion Association, Capt. Donaldson, to whom I am
indebted for much assistance.

The good results of the association, during the first year of its exist-
ence, have far exceeded the highest hopes of those who were instru-
mental in its organization, the records showing decided advance in the
flring, etc, of field batteries; and the increased interest in their duties
manifested by the members of the various batteries, auguring well for
the continued improvement ot this most important branch of the service.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
I.. HomFrAyY IRVING, Lieut. T, R. G. A,,
Secretary,

Volleys in the Attack.

HE special circular lately issued by His Royal Highness the Com-
mander-in-Chief, which orders that volleys are to be employed.in ajt
stages of the attack, is, we take it, a very decided and weli-deserved
compliment to the discipline and nerves of the British infantry. The
experience of the war of 1870-71 was such: that, almost without excep-
tion, foreign critics have accepted. without question the dictum that
during the final stages of an attack over open ground it is absolutely im-
possible to control effectually the fire of the fighting line. The training
of the continental soldier, however, is for a.much shorter period than
that of our own rank and file ; and it has been for some years the opin-
ion of experienced officers that the discipline and coolness of the British
infantry will render it, even in the midst of the uproar and slaughter of a
modern battle, as amenable to control, as cool and steady under the
devastating fire of the breech-loader, as were the squares of Quatre Bras
and Waterloo under the terrible pounding of the French artillery. An
oft-quoted extract records the astonishment of the Russians at the Alma
that troops were to be found with sufficient firmness of moral to be able
to attack in linces two deep.” ‘This firmness of moral is still the character-
istic of our soldiers; and if our peace training be adeuate, foreign critics
will note with astonishment that troops are to be found who can be
relied upon to maintain their fire discipline under any circumstances
whatever.—U. S. Gasette,

Discipline amongst Volunteers.

APTAIN HODGKINSON, adjutant of the Bombay rifles, recently.

read a very intcresting paper before the members of the corps on
the “Best way to promote esprit de corps among Volunteers.” He re-
marked that he wished specially .to put before them his views of how they
should all do the greatest credit to the corps generally, with the hope
that the subject might be well discussed. He knew from experience
that nothing showed the smartness of a corps like close attention to
minor details He would not have them suppose that he meant the
pipeclay and butfon stick routine that obtained in the service: it should
rather take the form of extra parades, steadmess, intelligent applications
of rules, which were laid down for guidance only, to the circumstances
of the moment, and thorough knowledge generally of the drjll-book and
its principles. The volunteer corps started with one great advantage,
and that was superior education, which made good discipline easy to

them. An educated man saw at once how indispensable it was to assist

by good example the higher ranks in carrying out the regimental system.

A correspondent of the press in remarking on the recent German manceu-
vres, said that the tents were struck about 4 a.m., the men were loafmg
about in the rain for four hours, and then they fell i in, and the day’s work
began. After the day’s manceuvring was over, the corps marched to their
various bivouacs, found no rations, and the Emperor gave the order to
billet them in the villages. This entailed a march of fifteen miles to the
corps, and he told us that the sections were well closed up, there was no
straggling, and no distance was lost throughout the march. He drily
remarked, “I would not have been one of the officers on that march for
a great deal.”

“Now, this showed what discipline would do; but they knew that,
without constant, careful, and steady drill, no brigade would march fif
teen miles wnthout loss of interval, stragglmg ancl consequent spreading
of the column over far more than its proper length. Mr. Farnham, the
American consul in Bombay, who was a member of the Bombay volun-
teer corps, told the lecturer what he considered was one of the most re-
markable nstances of discipline in the American war. The new Ham)-
shire regiment of citizen soldiers left New York for Balitimore with

_orders to march through the town without halting if they found the place

disaffected. This proved to be the case, and, though the regiment was
fired on from the houses and pelted with stones, they marched steadily
through without teturning the fire, which they naturally wished to do,
because their orders werc on no account to fire a shot. By individual
training, the lecturer said, he meant the point of excellence to which
each man could attain in the various exercises which go to make up one
perfect fighting machine. The old days of brute force were past, and
the soldier of to-day must be able to use his brains as well as his rifie.
But true military knowledge could only be obtained by first learning the
alphabet of the profession, the letters of which were goose step, squad
and company drill, and rifle and bayonet exercises. Clery has pointed
out that, while the British discipline was good enough to allow of their
fighting in line, other nations adhered to the column formation, to give
the same confidence that obtained in a flock of sheep huddled together
in a field. This argument was a very natural one, for ‘clearly the transi-
tion from column to skirmishes was greater than from two ranks to one,
and thence to open intervals.” The former transition had been effected
by the Germans, but only by paying far greater attention to barrack
square training and discipline than before.”

“Among the many criticisms on our manceuvres at Delhi,” con-
cludes Captain Hodgkinson, “the German officers laid particular stress
on the fact that our regimental discipline was good, but that there was a
great want of fire discipline in our infantry. ‘T'hey were well in hand till
the attack commenced, when the officers lost all control of their men.
The lecturer would not say that this was a fact; but, if it was, the causc
was not far to seek—-viz., that the men and officers had not learnt the
routine of the drill on the battalion sguare, and had not so mastered the
theory of their training as to be able to act independently in loosc for-
mation—i.e., for each man to act best for the good of the whole body.
Now, as to collective training. Capt. Hodgkinson said he wished to in-
clude under this head not only the bare necessity of company and bat-
talion drills, but also how they could be best carried out in the volunteer
corps. ‘There could be no thorough knowledge of battalion drill without
careful and constant company drill; and it was want of company drill
that the lecturer was most anxious to fill up. ‘T'his question he wanted
to discuss more particularly, as he was quite convinced that it was not
only feasible, but might be made interesting and attractive to the com-
panies. Captain Hodgkinson urged the necessity of trained volunteers
not being satisfied with the present system of attendance at various places
with such drill as their present numbers admitted of. What they re-
quired was collective training among the companies; and to effect this
each company should have one or more rendezvous at which the
members living in that locality could parade twice or three times in the
month. He was perfectly well aware that, in a corps which compriscd
so many branches of mechanical training, there should be no difficulty in

forming companies of artillerists, engineers, telegraph corps, &c.”

. ~ Improvised Field Defences.

T a meeting of the West of Scotland Tactical Society held in the

rooms, 166 Bath street, Glasgow, on Wednesday night, 1 Major H.
D. Dunlop, R.A,, Garrison Instrlutor North British IDistrict. read a paper
on “Improvised Field defences, including the attack and defence of vil-
lages, houses, woods, &c.,” Col 1). Matheson, C.B., presided.

Major Dunlop said that when asked by the sccretary to give a lec-
ture on.some military subject he selected field defences, hecause it scemed
to him likely to be of practical value to officers of volunteers; and on
looking through. the journals of the United Service Institution he was
glad to find his view supparted by his brother officer, Capt. now Major
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Trotter, in -his gold medal essay on “Military operations in the United
Kingdom, considered particularly as influenced by the enclosed nature of
the country.” - Speakiug of the volunteer force, whose theatre of opera-
tions could be no other than the United Kingdom, Major Trotter said: —
“'There is much to show that if it had opportunities it is capable sf reach-
ing a very high standard of training. It represents the pick of what is
obtained on the continent by the system of nniversal service—the activ-
ity, the intelligence, and the high spirit of the nation. Its distinguishing
qualities are intelligence and zeal, two of the most essential in the crea-
vion of a modern soldier. - Its rapid improvement is a guarantee of the
further progress it can make, and where is the hmit? The points to
which its attention shonld be specially directed are (1) the paramount
necessity for devoting all available time to modern tactical formations:
(2) the advantages to be derived from manceuvring in large bodies with
other troops: (3) the power of working across country, of improvising
and improving shooting trenches, of creatingy and destroying obstacles,
and of co-operating with other detachments, and lastly the training of its
officers.”  Capt. Trotter’s essay showed that the influence of the enclosed
nature of the United Kingdom upon military operations would be to
largely increase the power of resistance which the defenders would obtain
by skilfully utilising the enclosures. The example chosen as illustra-
tion Ry Major Trotter, and also by Major Clayton, another gold medal-
list of the United Service Institution, was that of Gen. Sherman’s opera-
tions in Georgia, where it was pointed out that the tactics of the Con-
federates were such that, though vastly superior in numbers, it took the
commander two months to drive his enemy back a hundred miles. Had
the Confederates wished io have gained time, that would have suited
them admirably. Ttat, he fancied, would be exactly our position in the
event of an invasior,  We could not oppose a landing, and at best could
only fight a battle at about one day’s march from the coast. Of course
it must be assumed that our fleet had been somehow disposed of, or no
invasion could be attempted. Exactly 24 hours’ delay would greatly in-
crease our strength aid weaken the enemy, who would require to detach
large bodies of troops to protect his communication with the sea as he
advanced inland. He thought it followed that great advantage was to
be gained by field defences, that such advantage was specially valuable
to the defenders of Great Britain, that the characteristics of the country
lent themseives admirably to such defences, and, finally, since those who
would occupy the position ought to prepare it-—and that the volunteers
would have to make them—how were they to set aboutit? Major Dun-
lop then proceeded to point out how defence was to be carried out.  He
stated that the advantages which the defender sought to gain—besides
that of knowing the ranges, which was the chief advantage—from his
sclected position were summed up in these words---command, cover, and
communications.  All the ground in front up to the muzzle of the rifles
should be commanded either by direct or flanking fire; cover should be as
complete as could be obtained for the shooting line, supports and re-
serves; and communication shot Id be made along the position. to the
rear and to the front, and for a counter attack; Without which the defence
would most probably fl.  The dls.\d\antauc;s \\hmh ought to fall to the
lot of the attack were due to the:want of these-.three points. ‘The at-
tacker should be left no cover; and he should be unable to obtain any
command over the defender’s tine.  "Then the hollow roagds and folds
on the ground must be filled with trees and  brushwood, or; he. effi -iently
swept by fire, flank and direct.  The lecturer pointed out,.t.hnt in choo-
sing a position the defender should have a wide front of five;-and if that
could not be obtained by the configuration of the ground shelter trenches
would require to be provided so as to remedy that want, these to be only
of such depth as would enable cavalry and artillery to advance over
them to the counter-attack.  He pointed out the great advantage of flank
lire in the case of defence, and narrated an instance in the Franco-Prus-
sian war where three Irench riflemen were able, from choosing a good
position, to compel 250 GGermans to evacuate a shelter trench which had
been made to prevent a flank attack.  Major Dunlop also showed how
the crown of a hill should be defended, and the uses to which a wooden
paling might be put.  He also referred to the use of shallow and decp
military pits with wire entanglements, and how a village could be de-
fended from an attacking foree. It was pointed out that the garrisoning
of a village was wasteful of men, who were ditficult of supervision. It
was of importance thht in dividing the defence into sections a tactical
unit should be allotted to cach; this unit to prepare its own defence and
communications, so that it would know all about them, and see that they
were properly made.  He also alluded to the use to be made of an iso-
hted house which could be utilised as a keep, and pointed out several
methods that might be adopted to prevent the enemy finding shelter
under the walls. A wood again was a most important natural feature,
It affored cover from view, and to some extent cover from fire, but its
very closeness hindered supervision and communication. - If the attack-
ing party could gain entrance to the wood he would be placed on an

cqual footing with the defender; it was therefore ne cessary- that-the edge

. view,

of the wood should be held at any cost, and that the supports and re-
serve should be numerous and close at hand. = Major Dunlop then dealt
with the attacking of various places, and showed how that should be car-
ried out. In connection with the attack on a village, he said that they
found here a tactical rule which should always be observed—and that
was not always the case with tactical rules—that before an infantry attack

was launched against a village it must be overwhelmed by infantry fire.
—Vol. Record.

Horse-Breeding.

E are glad to see that the subject of horse-breeding is at length

beginning to take hold on the ‘*‘thinking” officers of the service.
Doubtless these gentlemen have in view the difficulties experienced in
mounting a cavalry force in the event of any war panic. To remove
these difficulties per saltum might be impossible, but a practical sugges-
tion has been made in the Zimes by Lieut.-Col. the Hon. W. H. All-
sopp, which, if acted upon, may in time materially increase our home
horse supply Writing on the subject Col. Allsopp says:—*I have
adopted in Essex, where T occasionally go fox hunting, a scheme, original
I admit, but it met the approval of practical men of various countries.
It is to give the farmer the service of a thorough-bred horse as well as a
subsidy of £20, extending over four years, for the use of a mare they
find, with the refusal of the progeny when two years old, at A40; if a
filly, at £35. It is a certain thing for the farmer, but those who may
copy this new departure may rely on his sending the best mare he has.”
This plan, if followed up by those interested in horse-flesh, would result
in real benefit to the mounted service as well as to the farmers and
yeomen of the country.

We are glad to see that Col. Allsopp’s initiative has been backed up
by officers of such experience as Cols. Turnbull and Kingscote, wiiie
Dr. Fleming, of the Royal Veterinary College, and Mr. Walter Gilbey
both endorse the views expressed. T'hat their judgment is worth follow-
ing we do not for a moment doubt, and that the result will in a few years
gratify the most sanguine we sincerely believe.  In a horte-loving nation
like our own, it is somewl at astonishing that we have so long neglected
the improvement and multiplicaton of really good horses, and have
allowed ourselves to be left to a large extent at the mercy of foreign
countries for our ordinary supply. It is high time that an cffort should
he made to make ourselves more independent, and provide the country
with a large stock of better horses grown on our own pastures, and so
lend agriculture the helping hand of which it is so much in need, especi-
ally as our cfforts in this direction will be a benefit not only to the cavalry
but to the entire community.— . Service Gazette.

Clarke’'s Patent Moveable Target.

HE immense importance to the British army of having every soldier
sent out a thoroughly etficient marksman has lately been so promin-
ently forced into notice that it is gratifying to find the military authorities
are fully alive to the subject, and are doing their utmost, by training the
men at target practice, to make them as efficient as possible.  ‘The fixed
targets,. as hitherto used, do not give any idea to the recruit as to the
amount of quickness and readiness required on his part to sight and fire
at a man’s head and shoulders appearing suddenly above a parapet and
then as suddenly disappearing, nor the allowance required to aim in front
of a man moving across, so as to hit him, which is the object of all
tramning.

The targets are made to represent the head and shoulders of six-
teen men with helmets on; they are fixed to a long centre bar in squads
of four, two squads being only shown above the parapet at a time, the
others are out of sight. The bar is fitted with pulley wheel and chain

“connected to a stecring wheel with handles Lorru,pondmg3 and position

to the targets.

At a signal, two ';qmds are brought to view, remaining five seconds
in sight, the steering wheel is quarter tumul tlxro\\mg those out of sight
for ten seconds, and raising the other two squads of targets to view,
which at the same interval of scconds also disappear.  In the intervals
between the appearance, squads of marksmen are detailed off to load and
fire at the specified targets, cach one being numbered, hits or misses
heing counted by the marker in the usual way.  Another system shown
in the engraving is that of a man moving along.  The figure is life-size,
and 1s carried on an iron carriage running on tram rails. At each end
are spring buffers to give the figure a start back on its return journey.
In the centte of the run is a screen behind which the figures pass from
The figures arc worked by a chain attached to gearing at right
angles, the men w orking are protected by mantlets, and an iron fender is
fitted in front of the tram rails to protect them. In the left side of the
picture, two figures run on zigzag rails to represent figures advancing and
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retiring across the line of fire, the arrangements of the rails brings-the
figures at times quite at different angles towards the marksman, and only
exposes -the figure to full view occasionally. - - : SR .

Mr. F. Clarke’s useful and ingenious invention has been adopted
by the Hythe authorities, and may be sé®n at work at the School of
Musketry ranges. In addition to this Her Majesty’s Government have
already been supplied with 130 sets, and, no doubt, in time the system
will be universally adopted for carrying out the rifle practice of our
regular and auxiliary forces. , '

Mr. Clarke has likewise invented patent miniature moving targets
for drill halls, galleries, etc., which cannot fail to improve shooting prac-
tice at movable objects.—U. S. Gazette.

Correspondence.

The:Ed:tor desires it distinétly understood that he does not hold himse'f responsible for the opinions
-l ’ “expreséed by correspondents.

IIONQR TO WHOM HONOR IS8 DUE.

To the Editor of the Canadian Militia Gazette,

-DEAR SIR,—1 have just read in your issue of 27th inst., a letter signed, ‘¢ Field
Officer” in refercnce to North-West honors, which this gentleman on the strength of an
announcement in the public press expects to he conferred during this current year. [
do not know whether this report is well founded or not, but I quite agree with your
correspondent as to the absurdity of decorating those commanding officers who spent
their time of active service along the line of the C. . R. or in other peaceful places.
But.if such a course is pursued it will not be without parallel in English history, as
during the first Fgyptian campaign a number of commanding and other officers received
decorations who never saw a shot fired in anger.  Officers went out in many cases
undecorated and on their return got an order, an English medal and the Lronze star of
the Khédive, and in several instances these officers were never under fire.

- 'If the-same course is pursued towards the North-West commanders the c.0.'s will
all get orders alike but it is just possible that the *‘public press” may have been mis-
informed on this subject and that the economic policy hitherto displayed in regard 10
North-West honors is to be continued. _

There is certainly an officer at Ottawa who deserves honor and who has long been
left unnoticed: 1 refer to the Adjutant-General, Col. Powell, whose services have been
most valuable to our force and for some perfectly incomprehensible reason have never
received the slightest recognition.  Like many other deserving people he is the last man
to advance his claims, but if Canadian officers .are to.be rewarded during the year of
Jubilée Colonel Powell’s name should stand high on the list. . :

A MiLrtIA OFFICER.

. THE ENGINEER COURSE.
To the Editor of the Canadian Militia Gaszelte.

Dear Sir,—In several of your recent issues I notice you strongly recominend all
qualified short course officers who can possibly make the time to take advantage of the
next course open for those desirous of qualifying as long course officers at the Royal
Military College, beginning on-the roth March. Having taken this course last year
myself upon the completion of a year at the St. Johns Infantry School I can bear
personal testimony to its attractiveness and efficiency. And if anything I can say will
have weight in inducing others to attend I shall be glad to give any or all particulars
to any one so inclined.  Lectures were begun last year on the 10th March and were
finished on the 5th June. Officers while attending have messing and quarters at the
battery barracks and attend at jthe’ college for lectures daily with the exception of
Wednesday, which is devoted to riding, instruction being given at the barracks.

Not only was our course as a course made as interesting and instructive as it well
~could be, no trouble or expense being spared to fully illustrate the subjects treated, but
personally we met with the greatest courtesy and consideration from the commandant
.and officers of both the college and battery. No'doubt exists in my mind, but that
-every one fortunate enough to be able to attend will consider himself amply repaid for
any inconvenience or trouble he may have ben put to in order to make the necessary
time. Of course it would be Absurd to suppose that any one could, in less than three
‘months, become thoroughly conversant witﬁ all the subjects taken up, but certain it is
that he can obtain good insight into them, and quite sufficient knowledge to awaken
.a timely desire for more, which desire can be afterward gratified at leisure, when the
instruction received and notes t ken will be found of incalculable value.

- To me the course was all too short, and upon the completion of what I knew

.must be my last lecturc, I closed my text book with genuine regret.
: . C. H. Bowex,

Captain §3rd Batt.

Regimental Notes.

“We wish to publish information respecting all the do‘ngs of all corps. Will the officers interested,
particularly at a distance, assist us by having newe relating to their corps promptly forwarded?)

THE ‘‘VOLUNTEERS' RIGHTS” MEETING.

"Toronto.—-At the meeting held on the 25th to consider militia grievances and
aake action towards securin
represent the interests of the local force there were about 150 present.

Ald. Drayton, late captain in Her Majesty’s 65th regiment, was elected to the
chair, and W. J. Urquhurt acted as secretary.

The chairman said the meeting was not a political gathering. He pointed out
sﬂg necessity for some action to secure for the volunteers what is required to keep them
efficient.

A letter from Mr. Goldwin Smith was read stating that as an old volunteer and one
who heartily advocated the movement when it was first set on foot in England, he felt
sincere sympathy with the objects of the meeting. Toronto as the heart of British
Canada will always be a military centre, wherever the political centre may be, and he
trusted they would succeed in obtaining for the voluuteers of Toronto and of Ontario,

the measure of consideration which their importance as an element of the national
force deserved.

the election of a member to the Commons who would -

Mr. C,; G. Harstone clajimed that the mieeting was pucely one of citizens, and he
was there only as a civilian in exercise of his civil rights, and ngt- as a_volunteer, but
as a friend of volunteers, {o discuss matters affecting the force:* This was not contrary
to the Qucen’s regulations, and the United Service Institution, of -London, to which
hie belonged, discussed (ully all matters relating to the force. -He believed that if the

_volunteers decided to try toget a particular man into Parliainent 3s their representative

they would succeed. Amongst the volunteers’ grievances, he enumerated the want of
a proper drill shed for the city. It was not just that Toronto should be lefr out in the
cold while Montreal and Quebec ivere provided with new sheds.  This city was the
first called upon in-time of trouble, and should not be so treated. . The arms furnished
the volunteers .were wretched.” He had seen rifles at the ranges which would not
throw two hundred yards., Those were not weapops with which to face.an enemy.
If the government cared for the-lives of the soldiers they would see that the inen were
well armed.  Then the accoutrements served out were rotten. He had been told that

" imen at Batoche lost more ammunition through the rottenness of their pouches than

they fired. The volunteer force had been -systematically neglected by both political
parties. It was time the volunteers made themselves heard, ~ Referring to the alleged
illegality of such a meeting, he said it was not long since it was commonly reported
that an officer of a city militia corps, in the name of his regiment, congratulated M.
Laurier on the stand he had taken in regard to the rebelion. The speaker did not
care what that officer’s political feelings were, but he had nod right to speak in the
name of the regiment. The volunteers should defend themselves. The way they had
been reviled and abused in‘the Glode was scandalous. He would be ashamed 10 mect
any volunteer guilty of one-half the crimes charged by the Globe. Many Reformers
assured him that they entirely repudiated those charges. -

Mr. W. J. Urquhart moved:—*“That this meeting is of opinion that candidates
for the city should be called upon to pledge themselves.to lose.no time in securing a
drill shed for the city volunteers, and proper arms and accoutrements,” .

Mr. Henderson seconded the resolution, and expressed the opinion that Mr, Har
stone had introduced too much politics into his remarks,

The motion was then unanimously adopted.

Mr. W. J. Nelson expressed his sympathy with any movement for advancing the
interests of the volunteers and increasing their efficiency. He was strongly in favor of
the volunteers uniting in the support of a gentleman who would represent them in
Parliament, and wasn favor. of Col. Fred. Denison as the candidate. If any other
gentleman was suggested, no matter what his politics, he would support him. H¢
thought the Government ought to pay more attention to the city battalions, instead of
keeping up many country battalions which could not muster half their strength. 1le
moved :—

That Mr. Goldwin Smith, Mr. J. E. Verral, Mr. H, Pellatt, Mr. John Sloan,
Mr. W. J. Urquhart and the mover and seconder be a deputation to wait upon Lieut.-
Col. F. C. Denison to request him to become a candidate for Wést Toronto to repre-
sent in Parliament the militiamen’s interests, and that if he.consent to do so this
meeting pledge him their hearty support, and this deputation is hereby appointed a
committee, with power to add to their number, for the purpose of assisting him in his
canvass. » :

Mr. Harry Symons did not think they had any right to put Col, Denison forward
in the name of the militiamen of Canada. It would be quite right, however, for the
deputation to wait upon the gentlemen seeking parliamentary honors and ascertain
their views in regard to matters affecting the militia, and pledge themselves to suppor:
those men who would advocate their interests. He moved in amendment to that
effect.

Mr, J. T. Small seconded the amendment, on the ground that it would be unfor-
tunate if the meeting were looked upon as a political ore. The fact of Col. Denison
probably being a party candidate might give rise to such an idea,

Mr. Harstone thought so well of the amendment that he would accept it instead
of the motion, which he had seconded, if the mover were willing.

Mr. Nelson refused to withdraw his motion.

The amendment on being put was voted down, and the motion was cariied.

Mr. Symons spoke in denunciation of the practice in Parliament of cutting down
the appropriations E)C; the militia force on the score of economy. He thought their scr-
vices had not heen groperly recognized by the Government. He moved, seconded
by Mr. Martin: *‘That this meeting is of opinion that further recognition should be

iven to those volunteers who were actively engaged in the suppression of the troubles
in the North-West in 1885, and urges upon the Government the desirability of con-
ferring marks of distinction upon them.’

Mr. Nelson was opposed to the motion, because they would be placing themselves
in the position:of beggars if they asked for such recognition. '

The motion.was then put and lost.

Mr. Urquhart, for the purpose of preventing the idea being formed that their ac-
tion was political, said the course followed had been decided upon in August last.
After a vote of thanks had been passed to the chairman, cheers for the Qneen and
Col. Denison brought the proceedings to a close.

Quebec.---A meeting of officers of the 8th Royal rifles was held on the 26th inst.,
theré being present, Lieut.-Col. Miller, Surgeon Coote, Capts. Jones, Dunbar, Prower,
Miller, Montizambert, Lieuts. Poston, Wood, Dunn, Ashe, and Adjutantant Erncst
F. Wurtele.. It was decided to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the regiment (28th
Feb.) by giving a ball to the N. C. O’s. and men of the regiment in the Academy of
Music, and the following officers were appointed a committee, with power to add 1o
their number, to make arrangements for the ball, viz: Caps. Jones and Montizambert.
and Lieut. Dunn.

Fredericton.—An entertainment by the infantry school corps dramatic club, in
the drill hall on the 28th, was thoroughly successful, says the Capital. The play.
¢ Never too late to Mend,” was put on the boards in splendid style, and showed the
most careful and intelligent study onjthe part of every actor. Several of the charac-
ters were sustained in a manner that could not be surgassed by professional stars. The
whole performance reflects the greatest credit on_Sergt. J. Wilson, the manager, a~
well as on every individual who took part. The new string band of the corps, under
Bandmaster Hayes, contributed very much to the success of the entertainment.
Amongst the cast were Sergts. Doherty, L. Ward, W. Walker, J. Wilson. W, Boutc-
lier, W. Daniels, and R. Gregory and Corp. Lawler, Ilis honor the lietenant-gov-
ernor and Lady Tilley were present, and also Colonel and Mrs. Maunsell, as well as
all the officers of the corps, and a large audience, composed of leading citizens. The
night was very wet and disagreeable, but the great attraction drew a full house, 7The
performance was to be repeated next evening.

Amherst, N.S.—The g3rd Cumberland battalion band has leased the Amher-t
rink for the winter, and had a carnival in it on Monday evening.

Newecastle, N.B.—A dance under the auspices of the members of the ficll
battery took place in the Masonic Hall on the 20th, The hall was handsomcly
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decorated for the occasion, the walls being hung profusely with flags.  Rifles stacked
in different parts of the room and the artistic arrangement of sabres and guns at each
window, with the two handsome ‘battalion flags crossed:- ovet the’ stage, gave quite a
wilitary aspect to the room. Dancing was begun a little after nine o'clock and kept
up till the hours began to lose their ““wee sma™ aspect. The scene was much enliven-
«l by the brilliant uniforms of the officers mingling with the delicate feminine arrange-
ment of shades and colors. The officers of the battery present were Col. Call, Lieut.
lLawlor, Surgeun Pedolin, and Vet, Surgeon Morrissy. Several members of the 73rd

hattalion from Chatham were present, including Col. McCulley and Lie‘ut."x\lackenzie. .
About 70 couples joined in the dancing. The event was so successful and so'greatly

cnioyed by those-present that the officers of the battery contemplate giving another
Jdance shortly.  Col. Call has been energetic in providing amusement and entertain-
ment for the members of the battery this winter. The armory has been fitted up and
made comfortable and attractive with reading room and gymnasium, while the weekly
snowshoe trainps that have been lately inaugurated are migch enjoyed by the members.
These amusements have done much to keep members of the battery together and
cstablish a strong esprit de corps among them., . ' .

Mounted Police Items.

The last Regina Leader describes a very interesting musical ride performed by
the force at the barracks there.
Farmer, was playing a spirited march, and sixteen mounted policemen with lances at
rest, in the large pit of the riding school, which reminded the spectator, as he gazed
down fromthe gallery, of an old Roman amphitheatre, were putting their horses
through a series of geometrical and other figures with remarkable accuracy and skill,
and with a most pleasing effect.  After going through a number of interesting gyra-
tions, radiating circles and other odd figurés, now walking, the next trotting, and then
hreaking into a gallop, the horsemen formed into lizic at the opposite end of the pit
from the gallery, and as the band struck up *‘Bonnie Dundee,” cantered forward to
the othér end, keeping the time with music, halted abruptly, broke in the centre,
wheeled sharply to right and left, formed fours and cantered back along the sides.
FFeals were performed, many extraordinary, sometimes exciting, making one hold his
reath for fear of some mishap to the riders, for it would be death to fall under the
feet of the prancing steeds; often bhringing expressions of admiration from the on-
lnokers. At the close the horses were walked out to their stables, the band playing
“God Save the Queen,”

Gleanings.

Commanding Officer.—**Bring your company up.”
into the army.) *‘Well, I'll go and talk to the
“Great stars! Where have you been since you left the army?
commanding a regiment of militia.” —Cmaka World.

The War Office seems at length to be fairly alive to the importance of arming
British infantry with repeating or magazine rifles as quickly as possible. A depart-
mental committee hds been appointed to inquire into &is_sul)ject, and we. are assured
that there is every chance of the weapons invented by English gunmakers being given

Captain (just taken back

Captain.—** Been

a fair trial. At any rate it is almost certain, as stated by us some weeks ago, that the.

Schouloff repeater will not be adopted by the British army.
high positions are strongly opposed 1o it,

The almost defenceless position of Esquimalt, which has been aptly named the
“Queen of the Pacific,” has frequently been alluded to by us, and we hail with satis.
[action the fact that, within the next three or four months, there is every reason to
lielicve that twelve 8o-ton guns will be dispatched to that place from England. This
heavy ordnance will have to pass over some three thousand miles of Canada from
neean to ocean, and it is gratifying to find that a survey of the bridges of the Canadian
Pacific Railway has proved that they are (ully equal to bear this great weight, This
i~ as one bright poitit at a time when the question of our undefended coaling stations
ix prominently before us.

Several officers holding

The scheme for the formation of a railway corps, which hes just been approved,
cannot fail to be regarded otherwise than as a most laudable undertaking, and we
trust that the idea may not long be delayed in being put into practical operation.

Railway Dattalions have long formed an important feature in the organization of the.

German army, and the enormous advantages accruing to an army corps from having at
its command a certain number of skilled artisans capable of constructing railroad com-
wunication at comparativ.ly short notice cannot well he over-estimated, To a cer-
tain extent the idea is not altogether a novel one in this country, seeing that there are
at the present time two volunteer railway corps, one in London and the other at Liv-
erpool, but we believe the suggestion of raising a railway corps of regulars has not
lefore claimed the serious attention of the authorities. The men will engage much on
the same lines as the post office volunteers, and overtures will doubtless be made to the
uvisting members of the two volunteer railway corps to which we have referred to en-
rol themselves to the new regime. Should the idea assume practical form, the head.
quarters will in all probability be at Crewe. Apart from the enrolment of the neces-
sary number of men, a task which, we take it, will be accomplished easily enough, it
I~ proposed to maintain not only an efficient stock of tools and necessary appliances for
restoring damage to existing railways, but also sufficient plant for the construction of
at least sixty miles of railroad. The inestimable advantages of a corps formed on the
lines indicated cannot well be over-estimated, and the scheme having been thoroughly
approved and endorsed by those best qualified to' form a reliable opinion as to its
merits, we trust that it may not, like many other invaluable suggestions which have
heen made from time to time, be allowed to drop for want of support.

The announcement that some 80o-ton guns will be ready in April for transporta-
lion across the continent to British Columbia has caused some comment on the other
sile of the Atlantic.  The New York 77mes remarks that *‘it contrasts broadly with
the utmost that the Washington authorities could announce for the projected seaboard
defence of California.  Yet San Francisco is at least as worthy of protection as
Victoria, When it is added that an official report of the. House Naval Committee of
the present Congress has declared that the unarmored Chilian Esmeralda could alone,
with her high power guns, ‘lie outside the Golden Gate and lay the city of San
Francisco under contributions without going within the reach of its guns,’ the differ-
ence between our Provision for Pacific coast defence and that of the British Govern-
l(r}cnt is apparent.” This from a go-ahead New Yorker is rather flattering. — 4. H. G.
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FOR SALE.—Two pairs of new black silk stars for rifle tunic or patrol badges.

Price one dollar per pair.
For SaLk.—Officer’s Uniform, Lieut.

few articles bran new. List on application; all in good condition.

Regisler No. 6. : .

-Col.,‘R.' uArtillery. , Half price, e.§cept a
Register No. 8.

For SaLe.—Rifle Officer’s Uniform; height 5.ft. 9 9 in., chest 37 inches; Tunic
Mess-suit, Patrol, Nickled Sword, &c., cheap. = ‘List on application. Register No. 10.

WANTED TO PURCHASE.—Copies of vols. 1 for 1867, and 9 for 1875, with any
remaining volumes to the close of its existence, of the Volunteer Review, formerly

published at Ottawa by Dawson Kerr.

State price, condition, etc.

Register No. 11.

A HOME L

COFFEE of the

" LYMAN'S FLUID COFFEE,

UXURY FOR CAMPING OUT.

FINEST FLAVOR can bBe made in a Mo-

MENT, ANYWHERE, in ANY QUANTITY. As good with con
densed milk as fresh, or a; *“Café Noir."”

FULL DIRECTIONS WITH EACH BOTTLE.

w5 ‘i";, by
TENDER

EALED TENDERS will be received by the
undersigned, at this office, till Saturday, the
22nd instant, for Binding the Revised Statutes of|
Canada.
Specifications and forms of tender may be pro-
cured at this office. .
Security will be required for the due execution
of the work, and the carriage, at the «xpense of the

N. McEACHREN,
M]L]TA'RY. TAILOR,

ALBERT HALL BUILDINGS,

contractor, of the printed sheets from and the safel|9] YONGE STREET - -~ - - TORONTO.

delivery of the bound volumes at the Government
buildings here, ) .
The lowest or any tender will not be necessarily

accepted. .
B. CHAMBERLIN,
Qneen's Printer and
Controller of Stationery.
Dept. 'of Public Printing & Stationery,
Ottawa, 1oth Jan., 1887.

UNlFOR MS of every description made to order
and everything necessary to an

'OFFICER’S OUTFIT SUPPLIED.

TO .ADVERTISERS !

Far a check of $20 we will print a ten-line adver-

Send for List of Prices.

szrTerms strictly cash.

tisement in One Million issues of leading American .,

Newspapers and complete the work within ten days.
‘This is at the rate of only one-fifih of a cent a line,
for 1,000 circulation! The advertisement will ap-

pear in but a single issue of any paper, and conse-
quently will be placed before One Millon different

newspaper purchasersi—or Fivie MuLton Rean-

ERs, if 1t is tiue, as is sometimes stated, that every
news r is looked at by five persons on an average
Ten Lngs wil Tie ab d./Invested Funds, $31,470,435.64.

‘L'en lines will accommodate about 75 words. A

dress with copy of Adv. and check, or send 30 cents

for buok of 176 pages.
GEO. P. ROWELIL & CO.,
10 Spruce St., New York

We have just issued a new edition (the 161st) of
our hook called “Newspaper Advertising.” It has
176 pages, and among its contents may be named
the following Lists and Catalogues of Newspapers:

Daily Newspapers in New York City with their

Advertising Rates. . .

Daily Newspapers in Cities having more than|
150,000 population, omitting all lgut the best,

Daily Newspapers in cities having more than 2o0,-
o000 population, omitting all but the best. .

A small List of Newspapers in which to advertise
every section of the country; being a choice selec-
tion made up with great care, guided by long ex-
perience, .

One Newspaper in a State. ‘The best one for an
advertiser to use if he will use but one. .

Bargains in Advertising in D:ul{ Newspapers in
many principal cities and towns, a List which offers
peculiar inducements to some advertisers,

Largest Circulations. A complete list of all
American papers issuing regularly more than 25,500
copies,

Ii‘he best List of Local Newspaners, covering
every town of over 5,000 -
population and everyim-
portant county seat.

Select List” of Local
Newspapers, in  which
advertisements are in- @
serted at half price,

5493  Village News-
papers in which adver.
tisements are inserted
for $41 a line, and appear

2 — _//\ y
N"Hm RIS
i
in the whole lot—one-

half of all the American Wecklies.

Sent 10 any address for THIRTY CENTS

.

TR ’
STANDARD LIFE ASSURANCE (0.
ESTABLISHED 1825, ~
IExisting Policies $100,000,000.
I’roﬁ'l.ﬁ divided in ten occasions, $17,500,000.
877 Class H Policics are FREE FROM ALL RE-

STRICTIONS, the contract being PAVABLE WITHOUT
THE SMALLEST DOULT,

‘J AV, M. RAMSAY, Manager, Montreal.

Agents in every city and town in the Dominion.

Tenders for a License to Cut Tim-
ber on Doniinion Lands in
the Provinece of British
Columbia.

EALED TENDERS addeessed to the under-

signed and marked, “Tenders for a Timber
Berth,” will be received at this office until noon, on
Monday, the Fourteenth day of February next, for
‘I'imber Berth of twenty-fiue square miles, more or
less, No. 19, situated on south.west side of the
Columbia nver, near Donald, on the line of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, in the Province of
British Columbia, :
Sk :tiches showing the position approximately of
.this berth, together with the conditions on which it
w.ll be licensed, may be obtained at this Depart.
m:nt, or at the Crown Timber Officesat Winnipeg,
Calgary, Northwest Territories, and New West.
minster, British Columbia, :

. A, M. BURGESS,
Deputy of the Minister of the Interior,

Department of the Interior,--
Otawa, 7th January, 1887,
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MAYNARD, HARRIS & CO,
Military and Civil Service Qutfitters,

CONTRACTORS AND AGENTS,
126 and 127 Leadenhall Street, London, England,

(ESTABLISHED SIXTY VEARS.)

the best and cheapest for use abroad.

ments.

UNIFORMS -:- FOR -

Estimates, Drawings, Patterns, &c.,
free on application.

:- ALL -:-SERVICES.

HFELMETS, GLENGARRYS, NEW PATTERN GOLD LACE, ACCOUTREMENTS, BADGES, ETC.
OF BEST QUALITY AND MANUFACTURE AT STRICTLY MODERATE PRICES.

Military Band

References to all parts of the

1 Grossman, Hamilton;
Dominion

eading Music Dealers in Canada,

Tnventions Exhibition, 1885. The only Gold Medal for tone quality,

AWARDED TO

"BESSON'S PROTOTVPE MILITARY BAND INSTRUMENTS.

The Prototype Instruments, being unequalled in musical quality and durability, are

Write for Testimonials from Canadian Musicians and Bands using the BssoN Instru.

F. BESSON & CO.

198 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, ENG,,

Instrument Makers.

The Besson Protot Tostruments are kept in stock by the following Sellers :—Alsin, Winni
l-iuhbard, Waterloo; Nye, Halifax;

rme & Son, Ottawa, &c., &c., and oml

SUBSCRIBERS

to, and other friends of

THE MILITIA GAZETTE

- would promote its interests by, whenever

convenient,
DEALING WITH ADVERTISERS

who use its columns,
MENTION THIS PAPER WHEN ORDERING.

J. STOVEL

MILITARY TAILOR

For Manitoba and the North-West
Territories.

A COMPLETE STOCK OF

MILITARY GOODS

CONSTANTLY ON HAND.

All work guaranteed according to
regulation.

820 Main St., Winnpeg, Manitoba.

Hamilton Power Go.

(Incorporated 1861) N
MANUFACTURE

MILITARY POWDER

of any required velocity, density or grain

SPORTING POWDER,

‘ Ducking,” *“Caribou,” and other
choice grades.

BLASTING POWDER

in every variety,_

DYNAMITE

And alllother modern ““ High Explosives.”

SOLE LICENSEES FOR
H. Julius Smith’s Magneto-Battery,

‘The best for accurate Electric Firing of Shots,
Blasts, Mines, Torpedoes, &c.

MANUFACTURERS' AGENTS

For Insulated Wire, Electric Fuses, Safety Fuses,
Detonators, &c.

OFFICE:
103 St. Francois Xavier Street,
MONTREAL.

Branch Offices and Magazine at principal shippin
poimsﬁl Canad£ pal SHppIng

Descriptive Lists mailed on application.

EVERY BUSINESS MAN

WHO VALUES AS CUSTOMERS
: The : Dominion : Militiamen :

Would do well to make use of the

CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE

As a medium through which to solicit their orders.

ITS LARGE AND WIDESPREAD CIRCULATION

Makes the MivLiTia GAZETTE of peculiar value to advertisers.

IT CIRCULATES THROUGH.EVERY PROVINGE.
IT HAS REGULAR READERS IN EACH CORPS.

THE REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF EVERY RANK

In a force numbering

NEARLY FORTY THOUSAND,

Are subscribers to it.

THE MILITIA GAZETTE

—IS THE—

ONLY -- MILITARY -+~ JOURNAL

IN CANADA,

And by no other means can an advertiser appeal so effectively

and economically to its large constituency.

MILITIA ATTENTION!

NOW READY,
“SQUAD DRILL ELUCIDATED,”

BY MUNROE.

Will be found invaluable to officers, non-
commissioned officers and men as

A SELF-INSTRUCTOR,

being simple to understand and leaving
nothing to be imagined by the student.
Will be sent post raid to any address on receipt of

price so cts. a copy, or three for $1.00.
AvDRESS: .

* Sergt.-Inst. J. B. Munroe,

JOHN F. CRIEAN,

MERCHANT THILOR,

AND

MILITARY OUTFITTER.

MASTER TAILORY,TO THE QUEEN'S
OWN RIFLES OF CANADA.

8y YONGE STREET,

School of Infantry, Toronto, Ont. TORONTO.

AGENTS WANTED!

"TO RECEIVE
- Subscriptions and Advertisements
" For this - paper, in
EVERY TOWN AND CITY
IN CI\NAQA.

Liberal Commission. .
Write for Terms.

P. QUEALY,
MILITARY BOOTMAKER,
34 McDERMOT STREET,

WINNIPEG,

&7 N.B.—All work done in first-class style.

JOHN MARTIN & Co

MILITARY OUTFITTERS,
457 ST. PAUL ST,

MONTREAL.

Money Orders.

MONEY ORDERS may be obtained at any
Money Order Office in Canada, payable in
the Dominion; also in the United States, the Unit-
cd Kingdom, France, Germany, ltaly, Belgium,
Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, the
Netherlands, India, the Austrahan Colenies, and
other countries and British Colonies generally.

On Money Orders payable within Canada the
comimission is as follows:

If not excceding $4

Over $4, not exceeding $10........... sC.
“ 30, ** ¢ 20 oc.
20, :: ': 40t ceninians 20¢.
40 o :‘ [ YN 300,
¢ 6o, 8o.iiiiiin 4o0c¢.
“ 8o, AL 1-% YROURRN s0C.

On Money Orders payable abroad the comnu~
sion is ¢

If not exceeding $10.......0covuunnnn 1%
Over $10, not excecding $20.......... 20¢.
“ 20, ¢ I |- TP PR, 30¢C.

13 (13 " .

0, 40 oiininns 40¢.

“ 40, “ L YN 80C.

For further information see Orriciar Postat

Guipe,
A. CAMPBELL,

Postmaster-General.
Post Office Department,

Ottawa, 215t May, 1886.




