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A BTEUGGLE FOR LIFZ.

(Reprinted from the “Tract Magasine.).

. The Fal's of Niagara are in the course] heads of two of the crew. One, young
Tof the river of that name, flowing from  Ebert, yet floated—Luriied rapidly along
*#Lake Eria into Lake Ontario., The river, towards the falls, down whick he we:l knew
s sbove the falls is considerably wider than | that no man had eves ¢une and lived. A
Hbalow. A largeisland (called Goat Istand) | few yards more ouly remained to be tra-
£ divides the stream into two parts, which, versed before he must take that fearful
ra callel the American Fall aul the  plunge, and bs no more teen; when before
" Horseshoe Fall.  The former, from the , him appeared s log of timber firmly jam-
ater beiug more closed upe by rocks, is | med between the rocks in the stream. By
x feot higher than the latter. A picter- | & desperate effurt he grasped it, and drew
s 05qie bridgs conueets Goat Island with | himseclf out of the water. Nigbt had come
the'Americm shore. Thespace abuvethe { on; no une mes likely to pass; his vuice
S@&lls, for some distance, is calied theRapids | could not be heard amid the roar of the
ﬁg«.fmm the fearfully impetuous way in  cataract. There he was discovered, siill
Toawhich the water rashes over itsrocky bad., clinging, whea moining Jdawuned—aboat
How vast the volume of wateris which | half way between the bridge lealing tc
flows downward in these calaracts may be  Guat Xslaud and the Amorican fell. The
npposed, when it is known that it forms | bridge and the noighbouring shores were
the chief prrt of the stream of tae mighty | Sovn orowded with auxious speetatore, A,
= 8t Lawrenc: before it is joined by the fellow ereatuse rejoicing in yoush apd
ttawa. The watorin the rapide—Ilondly | strength was plaved ina pusition of the
aring—-leaps, bublles, and hisses, us it | moust fearful pesil.  How can ho boreseued ?
% rushes impetuously on with & power which | was the question,
o boxt can stem, till it takes its final Jeap| He was av neur, thulit seomed almosi.
linto the seething cauldron below. Above | as if & band streteled out would save him.
“ithe rapids the rives is navigable into Luke  But the ficree tapids rushed between him
% Erle, ) and the shore, where slone safety could be
%] Three men were employed in loading a | found. Esery ons #as eager to offer a3-
“Jmall evaf, with sand, the youngest of wbom, | sistance; but awoug all that crowd there
>4Josoph Elort. wag atall, fine, active Ld of | was no vbe with the practical knuwledge
Jtightean Towards evening, their lask ac. ) which enabled Lim to render effcctual aid
“itomplished, they launched forth in theii jin the emergency.  Somctimes Ebert
~little boat to eateh soms fish fur supper.— |, might Le seen walkiug sbout on the rocks
i Seldora hiad they found better spoust, aud | surrounling the log, as if contemplating
i engrossed did they become ia i, that, the pussibility of swimming on shore; but
“{they did not discaver that their boat was | bo Was Lukonal Lack by the spectators,
Sdifting  down the stream. | A sudden, A small stiong raft was at Jeugth formed,’
whirlof the punt, as she lifted to & wave, | and, by means of ropes, allowed to float
> made them luvk up, when to their Jismay, , down tonards him. All auxiously watulied
~they discuvered that they wore within the , ils progre-a. Tt fluated Luoyantly—it was.
pwer of the dreaded rapids.  In vain,  almost withis Lis readi—in auother minute
seizing their oars, they tugred and tuggeld | he wight by suvedl—wlien the rope became
? gain the shore—they shricked in their Jammed in the roks. A ery of regret
lespairing cHurtswthe waters seemed to | escaped the crawd. Elet alter conten ~
answer mockingly. A oar broke, leaving | plating the 1aft fue sue time, ofid down
';j,v'{‘.:am more helpless still,  The bLoat atik- | into the water, waded out wutil he could
?”'lng 2 rock was dashed to pieces, and the reach the rupe, anl after great Iabour sue~
¢ st inctont the waters closed ovar the! ceeded in freving it from the rucks. T 3
VoL 4 0. 2L
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spectators shouted with satisfaction; and
still more 8o, when they saw him manfully
towing the raft out of the strength of the
current towards his place of refuge. Hav-
ing secured himself to the raft, by means
of lashings fastened to it for the purpose,
he made the signal that he was ready to
commence his fearful voyage. Those who
had charge of it hauled away, till, within
& short distanoe of some small islands con-
nected with Goat Island, the rope catehing,
the raft lay motionless in thae fiercest part
of the rapids. Now more than a cry~—a
long, loud groan of commiseration and de-
:gair escaped from the spectators. In vain

ey bauled on the rops, fearful, too, lest
it should be cut by the tocks—neither dared
Ebert move, dreading tobe washed off the
raft, But there were muny brave hearts
anxious to save him, though no one could
dbvise the means.

A boat now brought overland was
Jaunched, with a strong hawser secured to
her, and a volunteer bravely shoved off

|

THE GOOD NEWS.

which he hao beon s conspicuons through.
out the terribly day revives within him, A
shout of joy fs heard-—all think that ho s
in safety. He springs up, and leaps i
wards the boat, What means that ay of
horror which escapes from the crowd®
Alas! he has missed his aim—the boat
sheers away from him, and be falls head.
long into the current.  Still he is not Josty
he rises to the surface—he strikes out
boldly — his foot touches a rock-—he
springs with the last efforts of despair to-
wards the shore, making three or four
almost superbuman leaps; as many mors
and he will be safe; but alas! the water
‘deepens — again he swims-—he awims
strongly in spite of all his exertions.

Life is sweet, and Ebert bas life, and
youth, and strength. He seems ovon to
make way against that headlong tide. It
is but for a moment—the waters are too
mighty for him—bhis strength begins to
fail—his strokes grow feebler—slonly be
recedes from the shore—his straining eye-

from the iglund as far as he could venturs : palls fixed on those Who would save him

towards the youug man,
Ebert! courage my lad!” he sang out;
« we'll heave you a rope, and if you'l make
yourself fast to it we'll baul you on shore.”
But Ebert shook his head, for he dreaded
lest while securing the rope he might ke
washed off the raft. Various devices were
suggested, but abandoned as impragticable.

At length it became known that a life-
boat had been sent for from Buffalo; and
it was perceived that, had Ebert remained
on his fisst-1esting-place, he might have
avoided the great danger in which he was
now piaced. How frequently do injudici-
ous, though well-meant endeavours defeat
their purpose!

The life-boat appeared; it was launched
amid the shouts of the multitude, and was

!

« Courage, , but caonot. Now he is borne baekward

into the flercer part of the current, Al
hope has fled-—swiftly and more swiftly he
is dragged on towards the brink of tha
terrific precipice. His fellow-men stundicg
around sicken at the sight. Still ke
struggles—still full of life and energy he
reaches the very edge; and then, as if to
gaio one more look at the fair world he is
about to Jeave, he springs almost oat of the
water—his arms raised frantically above
bis heud; then, uttering one last fearful
shriek, heard even above the ceaseless roar
of the eataract, be falls backward, and the
next instant is hidden for ever from human
ken, amid thoss madly foaming waters
rushing downwards with terrific force into
an ever secthing cauldron below. Stowly

lowered slowly by a hawser to where Ebert | and sady the spectators separated. 4

clung to the raft.  Nowis the time for the
youth to swnmon all his energies. In
another moment he expects to grasp the
side ot the life-boat and be saved. He casts
on the lashings Ly which be is held to the

|

fellow-mortal hiad gone from among them.
Such was the acconnt I heard from one
who had witnessed the harrowing spestacle
while I stood gazing on the spot where it
hud occurred ; and so vividly did I picturs ;

raft. The spectators restrain their breath ! it to myself, that I felt as if I had been
with the intensity of their aoxiety. Will | among the crowd who watcied young:
the boat reach bim, or be dashed to pieces | Ebert burrying to destruction.

i those fiercely agitated waters? She

Sinner, have yon ever been exposed tos
y

floals! She floats! She touches the raft | denger as terrific as that which young
iteelfl Khert sees her—the tourage for| Ebert did not escape? IHave you &ven
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ke him sud his companions, allowed
yourself to become so absorbed in the pur-
guit of worldly projects that you have given
no thought to the future? that you did not
for a moment consider in what direction

ou were {rifting? that you thought not
of God? that you put no trust in him?
that your sals ation was ‘a matter of indiffer-

ance to you!? that you had mo love for|

Christ~—no gratitude—no faith—no love
—no desite to do his will—to be with him
for ever and ever! How is it with you
now? Are you trifling close to some
gapids which may carry you away to de-
struction? - If you are, awake ere it be too
late.

Perhaps, as you read the above account,
you have felt a thrilling interest in the fate
of young Ebert. Surely you would have
folt it bad veu-witnessed the scene, and
vou would have usel every exertion tg save

im3 and yet, have you not often seen
yout fellow-creatures hurrying on to a de-
struction far more terrible—the destruction
of their souls? What efforts have you
srade to save them ? What efforts are you
thaking? What, none? Is not the im-
mortal soul of infinitely more value than
the mortal body? « What shall it profit
s man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and Jose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?” Look
around you—thousands upon thousands
are drifting to destruction. Endeavour to
arrest all you ean in their course. You
would risk your life to save that of a fellow-
creature.  Will you draw back when that
fellow-creature’s soul is in peril? As you
hope to have peace at the last, use every
exertion—employ all means public and
private by which sinners may ba turned
from their evil ways, and be brought to
trust in Christ.

If you have no desire to save the souls
of others, tremble for the safety of your
own. There is not a surer mgn that a man
isnot right towards God than when he has
tio care for the souls of others. It is a
right question to ask, Who among that
sast erowd thought of young Ebert's soul ¢
Tnterested by his youth, his strength, his
courage, valuing their own lives, it was in
ths preservation of his mortal life alone
that great mass were occupied. Strange,
nzelezs being thet man ia! What a high
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value does he place on the perishing body,
and how utterly does he disregard the
immortal soul!

HEAVEN AT LAST.
¢‘Donique Coclum.”—01d Motto.

Angel-voices sweetly singing,

Echoes through the blue dome ringing,

Nows of wondrous gladness bringing;
Ab, ’tis heaven at last!

Now, beneath us all the grieving,
All the wounded spirit’s heaving,
All the woe of hopes deceiving;

Ab, 'tis heaven at [ast!

Sin for ever left behind us,
Earthly visions cease to blind us,
Fleshly fotters cease to bind us;

Ab, ’tis heaven at last!

On the jasper thresnold stunding,

Like a pilgrim safely landing,

See, the strange bright scene expanding!
Ab, 'tis heaven at last!

‘What & city! what a glory!
Far beyond the brigbtest story
Of the ages old and hoary;
Ab, 'tis heaven at last!

Softest voices, silver-pealing,

Freshest fragrance, spirit-healing,

Happy hymns around us stealing;
Ab, ’tis heaven at last!

Gone the vanity and folly,
Gone the dark and melancholy,
Come the joyous and the holy;

A, 'tis heaven at last!

Nat a broken blossom yonder,

Not a iink can spap asunder,

Stay'd the tempest, sheathed the thunder;
Ab, ’tis heaven at lagt!

Not & tear-drop ever falleth,
Not o pleasure ever palleth,
Song to song for ever calleth;
Ah, ‘tis heaven at lagt!

Chrrist himself the living splendour,
Christ the sunlight mild and tender;
Praises to the Lamb we render;

A, 'tis heaven at last!

Now at length the veil is rended,

Now the pilgrimage is ended,

And the saints their thrones ascended ;
Ab, 'tis heaven at last !

Broken death’s dread bands that bound us,
Life and victory around us ;
Chrigt, the King, himself hath crown'd us ;
A, 'tis heaven at lact !
-=Borar,



584
DIVINE DISCIPLINE.

God does not send grief to us for its
own sake, or becauss He loves to wound
and vex ns. It is for the good that is to
be brought out of it, both to ourselves and
othais.  'We need it, and could not do
without it. He knows this, and therefore
He does not spare us; He is too wise and
good to keep the sorrow back from us,
seeing, as He does, that that short sorrow
here may be our joy for ever.

He swites the sinner, saying to him,

«Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? e |the kingdom.

THE GOOD NEWS.

through tho fire, is beaten and moulded
in a thousand ways, till it is fashioned into
avoyal coronet. 8o i8 it with the sinner
that has been ¢ delivered from a present
evil world,’ and separated unto God, He
is vescued from Egypt, but he does not at
ouce pass into Canaan; nay, it is into the
desert that he is led, there to be tried in
many ways, and trained for his inherit
ance.

This desert training is most needful~—
Without it these delivered ones would
be quite unfit for their future standing in
They would know but

visite him in a hundred ways, and speaks little of sin, littla of their own hearts, little

to him in a hundred voices—all having

the same end in view, to call him back | His fulness.

from the far land into which he has gone,
to the love and gladness of his Father's
house. He crosses him, He wearies bim,

| of God and His love, little of Christ and

They would be but half
educated for heaven, half-prepaved for the
glory to be revealed. Now, seeing that
this would not be for the glory of kim

He tiies him with sickness or want, ‘or! Who called them, nor for thew good who
the oss of friends, all to stay his steps in | are called, and seeing that God will not
the sad path of sin, and lead him in at the | have any of this half-education, this defec-
strait gate, along that way whose end is ! tve training in His own ‘»hw"e{l ones, it
life. O sinner! hear the voice of thy God ;! behoves.thein to pass through  the discip-
sesk Him, and live; for if thou seekest | ine by means of which their education Js
Lim not thou shalt surely die. O sinner!!to be perfected. Their great Leader was
these last days ave dark” and sad, They | made * perfect through sutloring;’ and se
are getting darker and sadder as time | must they.
moves on.  They arefu'l of woeandwrath| Tt is to this discipline that one in old
to this sinful world. Ged is pouring out | time refers when he writes thus—+ O the
the vials of His wrath; but He is Tull of | great pains the Lord hath taken, and the
fove, and calls on thee to flea from the|cost He hath been at with me! What
wrath to come, O hide thyself from the | pains in my first education, what pains in
rising storm in the one hiding-place, | conversion, what pains after conversion,
Christ Jesus, in whom thou wilt find thyself | what pains in recovering out of backslid-
truly safe, and whose free love will pour jing! what pains by afflictions, temptations,
itself hke balm into the wounds of thy convictions, mercies of all sorts, wafer-
vexed and weary spirit. y ings, public and private! what a constant
But God also smites His own sons and j switor hath He been for my heart! what
daughters. They have *known and be- | day in which there hath not been some
lieved’ His love; and thev are loved of ) mestage of other! Surely He is in good
Him with a Father's truest love, vet they | earnest \mh’ me, He has so constantly
are not free from the smiting rod. Nay | followed me!
their special training tegins when theyy What a wondrous power trial has in
ate called to sousbip and ¢ made partakers of | drawing thesoul to God!  One can hardly
Christ!  They have ¢ tasted that the Lord | conceive of it till they have been made to
is gracious,” and this puts an end to boud- | know it. It breaks so many of our idols;
age and terror: but it begins those special ) it cuts so many of our foolish bonds; it so
and adlemn dealings of God with *heir souls, | opens our eyes to the vanity of a vain
of which their whole life is to be made | world; it so makes us feel that there is
Wrp. The gold is torn from its native | nothing real, or true, or good, but God,
mine, aud straightway it is cast into the | and Christ, and heaven! These are the
furnace. It is not at once made to grace | things it does for us, Ease, and comfort,
the brow of kings; but, having passod 'and prosperity, and the good things of
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this life, are all so many veils between us
and God. Nay; not only are they veils,
but they are droidered veils, which not
only keep God out of sight, but draw our
ego tc their own beauty. Itis wot dill
these are torn away that we fix our undi-
vided gaze on God. So long as anything
thus occupies the place of God, we shall
zever fully give Him our loving trust, nor
prize His fellowship.  But when the
things of earth, which we used as God's
and in which so often both our love and
worship rested, are broken in pieces, then
there remains but the one refuge—Jehovah
Himself.

‘What skl is there in the treatment of
the soul by God under tribulation! It is
no unpractised physician that has been
called in to deal with us. Itis one who
knows our case, whose wisdom errs nof,
and whose remedies canoot fail. Every
part of the process is sure. It goes on in
spite of ourselves. It shows its efficacy
even when most disliked and feared.—
None of its appliances have ever been
known to fail. An almighty Jehovah
superintends them all. A sovereign
Jehovah bas plemned them all, in His
counsels from etermty, so that we are sure
that all things must < work tcgether for
good to them that love God and are the
called according to His purpose’ (Rem.
¥iih, 28).

1f any trial could fail in its object, there
might be a reflection both on the skill and
the love of the physician. For it would
Uo hard that we should be made to suffer
through his méstake. But we know this
camot be. The very things we dreaded
most are the things out of which ¢osue to
us tho richest blessings. We have uot
moraly His promise that we shall not be
allowed to thirst whilet Jed through the
desart, but also that the very rocks shall
yield us water. The unlikeliest thing in
&ll the wilderness shall bs the very thing
ont of which our refreshment shall most
largely come. The very sorrew that stuns
s most, that pierces us deepest, that we
shrink from above all others, is the very
sorrow which God, in His sovereign will,
hes chosan ont of which to bring forth in
Jargect menaure our truest rofreshments,
o3z most mbiding joya.

Lzy walsarn, thon, to bo ¢camaful for
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nothing, but in everything, by prayer and
supplication, to make our requests known
unto God’ (Phil. iv. 6). Lot us le{xrnto
commit ourselves, for good or for ovil, for
health or for sickness, for joy or forsorrow,
into His wise and gracious hands, He
doath all things well. He caunot do
otherwise. Both His wisdor and His
love are pledges to us of this. Let us em-~
ploy affliction for sounding the depths of
both of these, especially the latter, for it is
this that is to be found pervading every-
thing. *Iam learning,’ saysauold divine,
¢to read love in the greatest of avils—sin,
desertions, afflictions, plagues of heart,and
disappointments; and to put good con-
structions on all God's dealings; and when
anything comes (though never 80 cros§),
I first inquire, ¢ what love can I see In
this "’

Let us further learnhow to live by faith.
We naturally walk more by senseavd sight,
than by faith and hope. We live more
upon the visil le than the iovisible. 'What
is seen absorbs us; what is unseen affects
us but little. For the remedying of this,
God has appointed our days of trial.—
During them we get glimpses of the ua-
seen and the eternal, suck as we never had
before.  Faith comes into play for the
things which so often hirdered it have
been removed; and hope is now in full
exercise, for, save the things which hope
lays hold of, there is nothing left to rejoice
in. Thus faith becomes to us ¢the sub-
stanee of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen’ (Heb. xi. 1).

Israel was warned of the danger which
prosperous days bring with them. Their
heart would be lifted up, and they would
forget the Lord their God (Deut. viii. 14).
Therefore God led them through the
wilderness, fed them with manna, and
made them to drink water from the rock,
that « He might humble them, and prove
them, to do them good at their latter end’
}Deut. viii. 16). And sois it with the

srael of God. They are led, and kept,
and provided for, by Jehovah Himself,
in a special manuner; nay, they are smitten,
and trivd, and disciplined, that they may
be proved and hurabled. This special de-
pendence on Jehovah which trial teaches
—this proving and burabling in their de-
sert-state—brings about the same bles-ed
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issue as in the case of Tasracl—*good in
thair Intter end,’ so that they can say, «Onr
light affiiction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
etornal weight of glory’ (2 Cor. iv. 17).
Te learning these lessons of tribulation,
we are constrajued to be much alons with
God. Worldly company loses its relish.
The society of friends iznot so sweet as
before. Nay, even the fellowship of the
godly is found to be insufficient. Our
sorrow lies ¢too deep for human ministry.’
It can tell itself to none but God, At
such a time God is folt to be the ouly
companion to whom we can fully unbosom
ourselves, We learn to prize our quiet
hours of communion with the Lord. The
closet becomes dearer to us, and is oftener
visited than before. We linger in it,
almost unwilling to come forth from it, as
if the air of earth had become oppressive
and uncongenial. Thus we learn the lifs
of prayer. *Trials give new life to
prayer) Trials make us feel our need of
prayer. Trials give large opportunities to
God of answering our prayers. They
gﬁxke us open our mouth wide, and He
s it

¢ Many arethe afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord delivereth him out of them
ail” (Ps. xxxiv. 19?. Thus we are made
to know that while trial is to be our lot,
deliverance by God’s own right band will be
its blessed end. Thus has God often spoken
to us; and His words are as solemn as
they are loving. They are words fitted to
cheer and sustain, yet also to cast a deep
solemnity overlife, making us ¢ walk sofily’
all our days, and measure everything here,
both the sorrow and the joy, by the eternity
that is to come. For all present things
are fading; and all our concern with them
is how to make them tell upon the eternal
future that stretches out before us. All
here is useless, however glad in itself, that
does not add to our everlasting tremsurea
All here is truly blessed and profitable,
however sad and dark, that contributes to
the weight of our eternal crown.— Chris-
taan Treasury.

—_————— e

Laws and istitutions are constantly tend-
ing to gravitate. Like clocks, they must be
Oc%asionally cleansed, and wound up, and eet
to true timo,.~Bcecher.

.

«LOVE D™ IT.?

“ Behold what mannor of I -ve tho Fathor Agth
bestowed upon us” (1 John iil. 1).

'T'was love, abouuding love, that won
The Father to hestow tho Son,
To bear his people’s shame!
The guiltless one, by fools reviled,
The Servant meck—the holy Child
Jesus! O welcome name!

1T'was love that drow the Saviour down

From angols’ songs and heavenly throne,
Upon the cross to die!

Love bore the taunt, the scourge, tho woet

That hour of darkness none may know—
Aud all for such as 1!

What brought theo from thy rest above,

Thou holy One, thou spotless Dove!
On man's hard heart to fall?

Witness of three in one to bless,

Of wisdom, power, and faithfulness,
"Twas love that did it all!

Love did it all! undying love,

Nor sin, nor time, nor change can move=
Tender, enduring, strong.

The love that hath my sins forgiven,

That makes my portion, and my heaven,
Shall swell my happy song.

I'lt tell it in the sinner’s enr,
I'll sing it to the worldlings near,
And ask no other theme.
'Twill flow to soothe the mounrner’s wail,
And children hold the oft-told tals
Deoarer than tiction’s dream,

8o lead me, holy Dave, to rest,

And ever on my Saviour's hreast
With God eternal dwell;

And there each cross and cloud recall,

And praise the love that did it all,
And love doth al} things well!

—¥From Precious Gems, by Anna Shipton.

“NOT YET.

“Not yet,” said the little boy, as he was
busy with his trap and ball. *“ WhenI grow
older I will think about religion.”

The little hoy grew to be 2 young man.

“Not yet,” said the young' man. I am
about fo enter into trade, When I see my
business prosper, then I shall have more time
than now.”

Business did prosper.

“Not yet,” said the man of business. “My
children ‘must have my care. When they
are settled in life, I shall be better able t¢
attend to religion.” :

He lived to be a grey-headed old maz.

“Not yet,” still he cried, “ I shall socn
retire from trade, aad ¢ken I shall have noth-
ing else to do but to read aud pray.”

And s0 ho died, He put oif to another
timo what should have been done when 8
child. He lived withont God end did
withous hope~-Band of Hope Resiewrs
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“PRAYING JACK;"
OR, WHERE MAY OUR INFLUENOE REND !

«Don't fight, boys,” said a kind, grey-
headed gentleman tg, a couple of ragged
little fellows, who were surrounded by a
dozen or more companions at the entrauce
to a dirty, miserable court.

« He wants to cheat me of a penny, and
I won't stand it,” said the more furivus of
the two, whose name was Jack. < We
tossed fair for it—-I eaid ¢ head, and it was
head—and I'll have it, tou.”

« That’s right, Jack,” shouted soveral
voices, among which meu's tones were
heard: «* make him give it up.”

«Jack,” eaid the old gentleman, stepp-
ing between the two young quarrellers,
«my pair's grey, you see, and you're a
strong little fellow; and there’s something
about the look of your face, my baoy, that
Ilike. No doubt you ought to have the
penny; but I don't think it's worth fight-

ing for. Beside, I want to have a word;
with you; so here’s & penny, and come

along with me for & minute.”

The power of kinduess seemed magical;
for while the pleasant mauner of the old
gentleman silenced the noisy group, it so
cooled Juck’s heated Llood, that he readily
obeyed orders, and moved forward with
the hand of the old gentloman keeping
hold of what might once have been the
collar of a jucket. After getting somne
distance {romn the scene of confusivn they
stopped at & respectable house, into which
the gentleman took Juck, to the no small
amazement of the young thief.

#Can you read, my boy "

“No, sir,

“Did you ever go to school

« Never,”

“Where do you live?”

“Not always the same place.”

“Have you ever been in prison ¥”

“Once.”

“Are you happy in this sort of living,
my boy £ ashed the oll gentlewan, look-
ing earnestly into his face.

*There was something in thatlook of love
that held the boy speechless. It was
something new to him. It struck a chord
in his heart, hard as it was, that gave back
a respunse, and a rush of strange feelings
made the tears almost start to Lis eyes;

5
¢

567

but Jack was proud, and the tears wero:
rolled back, Stll a part’ of his nature
which had wever been touched before was
awakened; and from that day the grey-
headed old gentleman was ever his friend.
By his pereuasion Jack went to the mgged
school that afterncon, and under the same
kind influence he remained there for thres
yeas, during which time meaus were pro-
vided for his eating honest bread, lenyning
something of reading, wiitiug, and cipher-
ing, dequiring many useful habits, and,
above all, becoming acquajnted with the
religion of Jesus, to whom all sinners are
weleome,  These privileges were not lost
upon Jack. The Holy Spirit truly con-
verted him; and the old gentleman, who
was a ship-broker, added to all his former
kiudnes es by placing Jack as a cabin-boy
in a fine vessel bound to Caleutta.

Jack being fond of the sea, and rather
clever, his prospects of one day having a
command of his own were not bald; but
from the first day be entered the ship, hix
religious character gained for him amonyg
the codless sailors the name of “Praying
Juach™ e who will live gudly must sufler
petsecution, so long as the uncouverted
heart is enmity against God. Jack fonud
this on board ship, just as he had found it
on Jana previvusly,  Jack couldn't swear
like the rest, nor take plessure in their
card-playing  nor immoral sopg-singing.
The ragged school bad made him hate
diink, and on this account, too, Jack bad
to put up with many a sneer. '

After reaching India, the vessel made
several trips to and from China and Aus-
traliag so that before our cabin-boy agiin
set foot on the shores of old England more
than three years had passed away. But
what a testing time were these three years
to Jack! What opportunities had be for
stealiug, and returning to other evil prac-
tices in which his childhood bad been
traine 1! But his character stood the test
and these three years developed in the
outeast ragged boy great bodily power,
generous sentiment, and noble Christian
principle.

It was during tho last trip from Hong-
Eoug to Calewta that a very bad fever
broke out on board. Among the sufforers
way a sailor namned Thomnas Welst, whe
was une of the most wicked men on buaid,
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sad who bad constanuy striven to make
Jaek's lifs during the voyage as miterable
a3 possibls,  Among the prssengers there
way a Hindoo woman, whose kindness to
tha'sick at this time was most praiceworthy;
she was, however, a heathen, and not
knowing the gospel, how could she com-
fort and awaken conscience ?

«Shull poor Tom Welsh,” said Jack to
himeelf, “die without any one speaking to
him of the Jove of Christ¥ Doesn't it say,
¢Love your enemies, and pray for them
that persecuts vou¢ God be pruised, I
can rend my Bibly: 11 read it to Tom—
at least 1'li wry, i he'll let me.”

And so Jack did; and there, fur away
on the ccean. as the sun went down, was
the little cabin-boy seen reading to the
dying sailor some of Christ’s comfortable
words, to which he now scemed anxious to
listen.

« All we like sheep have gopa asteay.”

THE GOOD NEWS

“Yes,” repeated Welsh, ¢ holpless—1

am helpless!”

«Q Jesus, art not Thou = halper of tho
helpless? Tell him Thon didst die for the
ungodly.”

«QO no!” exclaimed Tom, in bittetest
agony, 83 he clasped his hands wmore
tightly, “he couldn’ have died for mo—
for drunken, swearing, profligate Tom
Wel:h.”

«Show him, O Lord, that whosoever
cometh unto thee thou will in nowise cast
ont. Make him come—make him pray,”
added Jack, with increased earnestness, as
he touk the dying man’s hands in his, and
lifted them heavenward. 0O, draw bim
by thy mighty power! Who esn eave

him?—we can't. Lord, do save Tom
Welsh !
Close to the cabin-dnor had been stand.
ing the poor heathen Hindoo woman, who,
j unknown 1o Jack, had listened to his earn-

added Jacks “but the Lord has luid un  est prayers, and whose heart was strangel

Christ the iniquity of us all. He was atfected by the gospel she then heard.
wounded for our transgressions, he was Nor was this effort for the salvation of
bruised for our iniquities. The Lord is|Tom Welsh without the blessing of God,

ready to forgive.”

But there in his berth lay the sailor,
with a body consumed well-nigh with fever,
and a apirit distracted with despair.  Will
that cabin-boy ever forget the glare of
those eyes that were tixed wildly upun him,
as he paused for a moment or two after
these statements?

« O Welsh, believe this good news,”said
Jack affectivnately.

But the dying man moved not a muscle
of his face.

%O Lord, open his heart to receive the
love of Christ!” prayed Jack fervently.
« O God, save Tom Welsh !’

There was another pause, while the
cabin-boy waited for the sailor to speak;
Lut no words came.

« 0 Lord, be caunot hope in Thy merey !”

« No!” exclaimed thedying man; *there
¢an be no merey for me.”

« He says, O God, there is no erey for
himj but is there not with Thes plenteous
redemption, if he will bat ask for it#”

« 1 oan’t ask,” groaved out the sailor,
« never prayed.”

«Wilt thou not teach him, O God, to
pray? Hear Lis groan—'tis the groan of
tha helpless!®

| Light dawned upon this midnight of his

soul—his eyes were opened, be saw his
sins, he saw the blood of Christ, and he
(saw there was mercy for him.

«Jack,” said Welsh, a fow hours before
he breathed his last, « give us your haud.
Can you forgive me, Jack ?”

The cabin-buy pressed the sailor’s hand.
He coulln’t speak; but there was no need

s for it.  Welsh understood the weaning of
that pressure. *

“ ['vo been a bad fellow to you, Jack.
I've tried to make you as wicked as my-
self  I'vo sometimes felt I should have
liked to pitch you overboard. O, whata
change there is in my heart now !—and al}
this s owing to you.” _

«No, not to mo!” exclaimed Jack
warmly ; «to Christ.”

«Yes, yes, I know all thaty but stiil,
Jack, "twas you that read to me, and talked
to me, ana prayed for me. Good-bye,
Jack. My poor body is a wreck down to
the very keel; lut my soul, through the
mercy of God, is going into port in full
sail. I shall soon drop anchor, and then
—O the leap on shore ?

For a fow minutes death and life scemed
struggling fov the mastery, and then therd
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b & ledy, whose bpms!;l;‘!?&:: oub npez fg.;
eawdiful commeon, called to gsk mo i
my old mother lives, I've been & wretched ' would tell her of some ?oor and sick par-
son. She's like you about religion; but I!sons to whom she could be of servica in’
wouldn't take it from her, poor old thing!{ furnishing good books. The names of
1 wish, Jack, she was here nowl' Sbe | tn> were given; and the Testamen, in
wouldn't mind secing me die, nor burted in | large type, which shortly found its way fo
the sea, if she could only ses what Jesus | the old man’s abode, also the green teaand
has done for my sinful soul. Bat, Jack, | white sugar—tare luxuries—for the feeble
when you get to England, tell her all:|woman in the cellar-kitchen, and the dol-
"twill make tha old woman's heart glad;|lar bill, slipped into her hand at pm-,ting,
%nd t&ia,ll be;' her’ praﬁers If‘or l’xer reuaway | ~—were thay not ¢cups of cold water{

'om have been heard at last.’ A poor Scotch combmaker’s wife, whose

A fow incohereut words followed at in- genergns ueart is ]arger than he; purse,
tervals, @ d then the spirit e tored into gave moe fiftasn combs, asking, in a half-
port. Soon ths body was committed W0 doubting way, if I thought some poor
the Sﬂ!lol’§ grave, until the day that the children, who had nons, would not like
seaDsh:dl gl\'ekllphh*;l’bdeﬂd- ¢ the Hind the(rin. And so fifteen young hearts were

0 you ask what became of theé Dindoo | inude glad! By what? Sarely by ¢
womaa? Awakened through Jack's in- | of coldg water,’ ii o wisa to loge gxei:urlt):i
strinnentality, she learnt all she could of | warq,
Christ, and went amony her heathen Several young misses met in ourpastor’s
ﬁ:iemis to catry the light of 4 new religious parlour, in the early part of the season, to
life among thuse who were sitting in fi?“‘k‘ sew for poor children. From time to time
ness. .And who shall tell where her influ- the‘v have come (,ogether’ p])-ing busy fin-
enclt)aom;oyue:j{gahout Jack? He reached ger:. vith happ{shearts. A]lzd w%!)a;'e: ix-
‘ -two. garments as 4 result.  Sixty-tve

England, gladdened the heart of Welsh's 'zups 0;‘5 cold water y‘ Hdw the heaz'enly‘
old TBOthel‘ by what he told h@r, aad took inven(ory runs up!
a ﬂumbﬁl’ of curiosities to his gr@S'"lleﬂded A pious Qerman woman, herself an
benefactor, whose kindness on the first invalid, heard thut her neighbour in the
Sunday afterncou they met was the mezns yard below was yet more feeble. The bot-
of preserving poor Jack perhaps frem the | {igof wine, provided for her at the doctor’s
?Ol"m:;, :g??gfllmé ::::ieg}e'ﬁf» ;)ef :;er%:;locﬁ’ | sug%esnitzn, ;voufd su{)ei!yl dol Lbfgt neighbour

' d career of honesly, resgactd- good, And so nimblo little feat are soon
bility, and Christian life and influence.— zgxt. the widow's door, & bright face Ic_ks in,

wos another intervad of quiet, till ko said,
“In this book, Jack, you'll find where

¢

Sunday at Home. and with a ¢ Mother sent you this,’ the little
flask stands upon the table, Wine to the
CUPS OF COLD WATER. sick woman it may be; but the divine chem-

. istry, which years ago changed water into
There is a pleasant story told of a man | wine, can show this also to bea ¢cup of
livicg on the borders of an African desert, | cold water.
who carried daily & pitchor of cold water| Late ove Saturday evening a pious
to the dusty thorougkfare, ani left it for | widow, in humble circumstances, who had
any th sty traveller who might pass that | not watked, save from ous chamber to
way, And our Saviour said, * Whasoever | another, for years, sent mea loaf of bread,
shall give to drink unto one of these little | with the message, ¢ The Lord sent it to me
ones & cup of cold water only in the name | for some poor woman.’ The lateness of
of adiseiple, verily I say unto you, heshall | the hour, and our Lord’s sayiug, that it waa
in no wise lose his raward.” But cups of | lawful to do'good on the Sabbath-day, de-
cold water are not given in African deserts | termined me to leave it until the morning,
alone, A epiritual Sahara spreads over | when I took it where I thought it woulil
the whole earth, and to its fainting travel- ;be welcome. ¢The Lord has sent ‘'you a
lers many a ready haed holds .forth the loaf of bread, Mys. S——:," I remarked aa
gratelul ‘cup I went i, Lifting up her hands towarda
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heaven, hor oyes Glling with tears, she ex-]  THE PREACHING THAT
claimed, *The Lord bo praised!’ Then CONVERTS.

pointing to the neatly-spread table, with
its scanty breakfast, she said, ¢ There is all
wd had for to-day’ Was it strapge that!

‘1, if 1 be lifted up, will draw all men
unto Me.’ Jobu xii. 82. Other presching
may please, amuse, and entertainy but ther

the ringing of the church bells made glad ‘]ove of Christ attracts, astonishes, draws,

music in my ear that morning? And may
we not believe notes of joy were heard above,
23 the heavenly chronicler noted down, in
that woundrous book, another ¢cup of cold
waterin the name of a disciple

And so streams of refreshing flow
through the parched desert. Soto faint.!
ing lips is pressed, by loving bards, the
overflowing *cup’—Life of Susan M.
Underwood.

i

ANECDOTE OF DR. CONYERS. j

Dr. Convers, Rector of Helmsley, York- f

breaks, melts, subdues, and changes the
heart. St.Paulkuew this, and deternriueg;
to preach *Jesus Christ and him crucified.
1n the light of his dying Saviour’s cross
the sinner sees and fecls ¢ the exceeding sin-
fulness of sin,” the height and dep{h of
the love of Christ. There and only there,
he beholds his sin atoned for, his guilt can-
celled, the law magnified, justice satisfied,
God glorified—* juat in justifying the un-
godly who beliove in Jesus.  There he is
conquered, disarmed, won by the love of
Churist., In amoment the prayer of faith
ascends, the tears of penitence full, regener-
ation of beart is effected, comsecration of

shire, in the early years of his ministry, was | himself to God is made: ‘Iam the Lord’s’
taicted with socinianism, and destitute of | —be becomes “a new creature in Chuist
saving grace. When reading the lesson f.1’esus.'
for the day, in the ordinary courseof eburch What made the preaching of Berridge,
service, the words of the apostle Paul:)and Hill, and Whitefield, and Wesley so
« 'The unsearchable riches of Christ,” (Eph. | eficient to the conversion of souls, but
iiil. 8,) made a deep impression on bis | that the love of Chyist was the burden of
mind. Hereflected— T'he unscorchalble , their theme? They glorified Chyist in
richness of Christ; I never found, 1 never  their preaching, and the Holy Spirit glori-
knew there were unsearchable riches of | fied their preaching in the conversion of
Him? multitudes now with them ¢before the
His anxiely became intense, and was'lhrone of Gl andd the Lamb.
greatly increased by the consideration thut | Never shall T forzet seeing thelate great
if he was wrong on these fundamental, and good Rowlwd Hill of London, now
points, he must have misguided his fock. "in the city of God, preaching in a market-
While walking in bis roomn with pensive, town in England on its marketday. Like
feefings, ho was led to contemplate these, the Apostle Panl, standing on the 'steps at
two passages, * Without shedding of 1»100d*‘&thens, Mr. Hill was mounted, in the
thore is no remission.” {Heb. ix. 22.)  midst of the market-place, in a lumber-
«The blood of Jesus Christ his Son ck-nns—% waggon of a farmer from the country, a
eth from all sin” (1 Johni. 7.) The, man standing at his back holding up an
mists of ignorance were instantaneously , umbrela to protect his head from the rays
dispersed, and centering his faith in the, of the summersun. I can yet see him as
atoning hlood of Christ, he immediately
experienced real and unspeakable jov. upwards of an hour, the love of Christ to
To use his own words, «I went up|the thonsands gatbered arvound him.—
stairs aud down again, backwards and; What volume of voice, what vehemence,
forwards in my room, clapping my hands, what emotion of heart, what earnestness,
for joy, and crying out, ‘I bave found | what tears were his! Not aninch of the
Him—I have found Hin—I haie found | hiyb-born gentleman, his ripe scholarship,
Him whom my soul loveths’ and for a, his far-spread fame, or any one thing that
little time as tne apostle said, whether in ! was Rowland Hill's, conld bo seen, but
the body or out of it, 1 could hardly tell.”{ only the ¢ radiant glories of the Crucified
—Gospel Trumpet, One,’ in the ¢greatness of His loveto mon.”

he then and there stood and preached, for -
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Toses such another sight and hear such
another cermon I would go far. O that
our pulpits all may be fllled by men pos-
sessing the spirit of Hill, aud his mantle
fall on the ministry of the Gospel through-
outthe land and woild.— Chrestian Trea-
sury-

CHRIST ENOCKING AT THE SIN-
NER'S HEART.

51

be continnally running to the door,—
though he says, Come at another time,

(when I am disenguged,—though he says,

I have other guests, whose compuny I pre-
fer; yetin spite of all these insults, Christ
says, Behold I stand! Bebold Istand! 1,
whose seat is the throne at the right hand
of the Majesty on high—1I, ai whose name
every knee shall bow, both of things in
beaven and things on theearth,—I, before
whom all the angels of heaven fall down

Hs koocks, This implies that the door |

is shut; but though He finds it shut, and
zroue veady to open to Him, yet He knocks.
Though He many a time sees the sinner
bolting the door firmer and faster against
Him, sometimes taking no notice of Him,
sometimes stopping his ears that he may
not hear, sometimes rushiag into an iuner
gpartment to escape the troublesomeness
«of the blessed voice of mercy ontside the
door, yet notwithstandieg all tlis Christ
knocks, Now, is it not a wonder that
Christ does not depart in-iadignation, and

and worship,—I, at whose feet the glori-
fied and triumphant hosts of the redeemed
cast their crowns,—1, before whom the
legions of heaven full down in deepest
humility,—Behold I stand! I stand wait-
ing upon worms. I stand while they sit
in the seat of the scorner. I stand at the
door while Satan is seated on the throne;
and though I see all this, and feel all this,
vet behold I stand. What a
fearful thing for you, if,while you on the
inside shut the door, Christ did the same,
fastening it so as never to be opened again.

9

. .

swear in His wrath that Iie will never | What if that which is said in this book of
enter under the reofof such a wretch. If| God concerning Noah be said in God's
Christ espocted any advantage, then there | book of remembrance concerning you,—
wnight be less wonder in his continuing to | the Lord shut him in—in to fival and
kpock. But He'desires to enter that He | utter impenitence.  Just remember and
may mzhe happy thesinne that shuts Him | recount the numberless knockings made by
out. He expeets no costly entertaimnent.  Christ, at your heart, and the equslly
He briugs His entertainment with Him. | numerous slights, refusals, insults you have
He gives the sinner notice of it. ¢Behold | given Him, and say if you have no ground

> - d S ] A o »
I comeshortly, and my reward is with Me.” if you have not too good ground to fear,
e comes not empty-handed. Length of i lest He have aaid of you, My Spirit shall
days is in His rixht hand, and in His left , not always strive with that man, for healso
hand vickes and honour. He asks admis- | is but flesh. No doubt you bave had your
sion only tll.:at He 111:1{ psur mndHis tufid [.fxcuses,. t-aﬁd pleng tl')f theni, for f;d}‘hsmf
sures into the sinuer’sbosom, and yet He, to admit Him. Let me ask you ink
isshutout.  And though shut out, still, of the aggravated guilt your conduct has
He knocksas if glad to ask adinission,  He , been accumulating upon ycur head. You
knocks in the preaching of the word,; have sinned against means, against mercy,
knocks by the law, knocks by the gospel,  against knowledge. If you deny it, your
knocks by afflict'on, knocks by conscience, , consciencs would condemn you. God's
knocks in a thousand ways, and how often , bounties wonld condewn you. His afflic-
all in vain! ls not His paticnce most | tions would condemn you. His law wounld
marvellous ¢ He stands! He, condemn you. His gospel would condemn
continues in a posture not easy to ug, and you. His good Spirit would condemn
far from Lefitting the majesty of 2 _mon- you. Thousands of witnesses sent from
arch. He waits on sinners.  He i3 not) God to you, bave gone back to Him.—
weary in waiting. He stands.  Though | They stand near His throne of judgment
the sinner plainly refuses to kdmit Him, !to give evidence against you. That evi-
ometimes puts him off with frivolous ex- | dence is already taken. It is written as
cuees,—though he tells Christ bo is not &t j with & pen of jron and the point of 2] dia-
leisurs, and has something elsa to do than ] mond. It is written that you eaid, Depart

. . .



)

front e, for wo dislto not the knowledga
of Thea  Vetto you Chriet once more
£33, Beliold 1 stand.~t 4 Pasior’s Lega-
¢y;’ by Rev. R. B. Nicke?, Galashicls.

Lamentation over Perishing Souls.

When I think of unconverted persons
dropping into hell from time tc time; and
others following fast, if infinite mercy pre-
vent not, this makes me forget censures.
1 rather find myself disposed to weep and
«cry cat with the prophet, « Ob that my
head were watersand mine eyesa fountain
of tears, that I might weep day and night
for the slain of the daugbter of my peeple

Miserable souls that are out of Christ,
lot me lament over you a little. If you
diein this state, there will be no further
lamentation made foryou through eternity.

Poor aged sinners, your grey bairs are

going Jown with sorrow to the bottomless |

pit. Arvd so hard are vour learts, you
have little or no concern about it. Yonr
thoughts aie fixed on a present world,
where you are not to live any long time:
and you have no concern that your souls

are to bwrn forever in hell. My heart i 10 save us bu. thee. n
O that the Lord would | be multiplied upon our glorious, dear, dear

bleeds for you.
pull you bauck from the brink of that dury
furnace on which you are tottering!

And you, young men and young women,
alas! in spite of yoar Leauty, and spinit,
and gajety, if death seizes upon you while
uncomerted, vou alko must e cast into
the Iake of fire.  All the lovely qualities
vour Creator has hestowed upon you,
you want grace, will ot save you.

I cannot luok upon you without tender-
ness, The thouzht of your damnation is
intolerable; yet if you die unconverted, it
must be, though all the world should ery
out against it.  Woe jsme that 1 can
think of this withont tears.  Dear young
souls, ery to Jesus Christ to save you.  He
ix & meriful Saviour. O lonk to him and
say, Son of God, suve my precions soui
from bel. ¥ you camnot pray, will you
wedp to im? It way be be will hear
you, Letune lead you to Christ. If he
take vou in bis arme and bles you, you
#agll pever go to heil. ' Lord Jo-us receive
thems gpracicusly.  Bohold them, thou
good Bhopherd. I cammot bring them
boek,  Sueted ot thy Almighty hand

"
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and doit, and there shiall be joy itfidaven,
‘Amen. Lord hear their request, for thou
bast said, *it is not the will of thy
Father that one of thy little ones should
perish.”

And if you who are their parentd will
not join with me in prayers and endea-
vours to keep these out of hell, you are
jeruel, cruel. The Lord forgive yon and
| open your eyes!

{  When 1look back on what I ha\ e written,
{ 'tis poor and meanirgless, on such a sub-
jject. If I should go away into some wil-
! derness, and weep till death put an end
Ito it, it would be more suitable. Such
{ multitudes of my own kind, my brothers
| and my sisters going into hell, never to get
{out again!  Break, break, hard heart!—
{Do mot think my words strange, you
i who read these lines, but weep with me
13f you aze men and not storea Let al}
the creatures of Gtod who may bave any
! compassion, mourn for the irrecoverable
i ruin of such multitudes of poor mankind.
i O thou who didst weep over Jernsalem,
! thou alone canst give us comfort in this
toverwhbelming calamity. We liave none
Blessings and praises

i Deliverer, without end !

| Heavenly Fatber, for thy Sun's sake, be
| pleased to stiv up many diligently to preach
‘thy kingdom, when such multitudes of
 souls are in danger of perishing. O pour
fout thy Spirit on al} flesh, that our sons
tand davghters may prophesy. Let the

if - days come, when upon the servants and

! handmaids theu wilt pour out thy Spirit.
I Say to the uorth, Give up;anu to the
i south, Keep not back. Bring in all thy
lelect. And then that song shall be sung
iin Sion, “Sing. O ye¢ bgavens, for the
i Lord hath dove it: Shout; yelower parts
Pof theearth:  Break forth into singing, ye
: mountans, O forest, and every tree therein:
Hor the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and
“glorified himself o Isiael "—Dr, Gillics.

e~

Remember it is dangerous to yield o
the least sin in order to be rid of the great-
est temptation. The Jeast sin set home
upon the con:cience, wiil more wound, vex,
and oppress the soul, than all the tempts-
tiona 1n the world car do.—JBrooks.




THE GOO
THE POWER OF GOODNESS.

Jour Kanr (oot the German philosopher
of that namo) was professor and Doctor of
Divinity at Cracow. He wasapious, holy
men, with a spirit pecaliarly gentle and
guileless, and be at all times would have
preferred to suffer injustice rather than to
exercise it. For many yearshe had con-
scientiously followed his duties as spiritual
teacker of the place to which he had beea |
sppointed by God. Hishead was covered |
with the suows of age, when he was seized |
with an ardent desire to vevisit the scenes
of his youth in his native country, Silesia.i
The journey appeared fraught with peril ;
to one at his advanced age; but he set his,
affairs in order, and started on the way,:
commending, himself to the cars of God.
He rode slowly along, attired in his black
robe, with long beard gnd bair, according |
to the fashion of the time. Thus be pur-
sued bis wav through the gloomy woods;
of Poland, which searcely a sunbeam could |
piece; but thera was a light iu Lis soul, |
for God’s Huly Spien irradiated it

One evening as he thusjourneyed along
holding comwunion with God, and taking |
no liéed of objects beside him, onreaching
an opening in the thick forest, a trampling |
noise was suddenly heard, and he was in-;
stantly surrounded by figires, some on
horseback and soine on foot. Knive-and |
swords glittered in the moonlight, and the |
pivus man suw that be was at the merey
of a band of robbers. Scarcely conscious
of wliat passed, be alighted from his horse,
and offered his property to thegang. He,
gave them a purse tilled with silver coins, )
unclasped the gold chuin from his neck,!

took the gold Jace from bis cap, drew a;
ung from his finger, and wok from his|
pocket bis book of prayer, which was:
clasped with silver.  Not till be lud.
yielded all he possessed, and seen his horse |
led away, did Kant intercede for his life. |

“ Have you given us all¥” cried the!
robber chief, threateningly.  «Have you
10 more money §”

In his alarm and terror, the trembling !
doctor answered that he had giver them
erery coin in his possession; and on re-
ctiving this sssuranca ba wss allewsd to
preezcd on his Joureey.

Quickly he hastened onward, rejoicing
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at his eseape, vthen suddanly his hand felt
something hard in the hem of his robe.—
It was hisgold, which baving bean stitched
within the lining of his dress, had thus
escaped discovery. The good man, in his
alarm, had forgotten this secretstore, His
heart, therefora, again beat with joy, for
the money would bear him homs to his
friends and kindred, and hesaw rest and
shelter in prospect, instead of a long and
painful wandering, with the necessity of
begging bis way.  But his conscience was
a peculiarly tender one, and he suddenly
stopped to listen to its voice. It cried in
disturbing tones, «“Tell not a lie! Tell not

alie!” These words burned in his heart.

' Joy, kindred, howme, all were forgotten.—

Some writers on moral philosopby have
held that promises made under such cir-
curstances are not binding, and few men
certainly would have been troubled with
seruples on the occasion. But Kant did
not stop to reason. He hastily retraced
his steps and entering into the midst of the
rabbers, who were still in the same place,
said m ekly: “Ihave told vou what is nat
true, but it was unintentionally; fear and
auxiety confused me; therefore pardon
n

e

With these words he held forth the glit-
tering gold; bat to his surprise, notone
of the robbers would takeit. A strange
feeling was at work in thair hearts. They
could not faugh at the piousman. «Thou
shalt not steal,” said a voice within them.
All were deeply moved. Then, as if
seiz2d by asudden impulse, one went and
brought him lack his purse: another re-
stored the book of prayer, while still an-
other led his horse towards bim and helped
bim to remount it. They then unitediy
entreated his blessing ; and solemnly giving
it, the gool old man continued his way,
litting up his heart in gratitude to God,
who brought him in sufety to the end of
his jouroey.

Avoid those things in thyself which in
others do most displease thes: and remem-
ber that as thine eya observes others, so
thou art observed by God, by angels, and
by men.—Jeremy Zaylor.

Do not. furget that while yau &ld yeur
hands, Fime folds not wp his yinga—
Fawcett.
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ARE THE SCRIPTURES DIVINEiLY
INSPIRED ¢

If to this enquiry a simple negative or
affirmative answer be required, it must be
given in an empbatic yea. But, in order
1o show this clearly to thosa who still doubt
their inspiration, let us take up the Book
and examive iv for a little. Every one
who lives in a Christian Jand is aware of
the existence of a book called the Holy
Bible—a book which has been translated
into more different languages than any
otber which has ever been writte. But
let the case be supposed, that we never bad
before heard of 2 written revelation having
been given by God to man, and some one
were to inform us of the existence of suca
a book. Our first thought would be a
wish to see it and to examine it, so as to
find out for ourselves if it bore upon it the
impress of divinity. He would expect it
to differ materially from all other books—
1o treat of matters which man left to him-
self could never have attained unto, And
in the loftiest corceivable style let the Bible
le subjected to this test. Any one who
peruses it carefully roust admit thatitisa
book altogether upique, there being no
such other in the whole compass of litera-
wre. It never deals with trifles, It Jeads
not the reader through the mazes of philo-
~ophic speculations, nor dues it introduce
lim to some sentimental, lovesick story.
It neverspeaks with difidence, but declares
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heathen mythologies. It recognizes only
one God, who is the Creator of the heavens
and the earth. It proclzims God to be the
perfection of unity, and it tells of a mys.
terious trinity in that unity—a truth which
the wisest reason or the most fertile ime-
gination of man would never have even
Jreamt of. It lifts the screen from the
past and unveils the fature. It speaks of
an eternity gome, and of an efernity to
come, It begins with a “paradise lost,”
and it ends with a8 “paradise regained.”
It clears up the problem of human life,
which the world’s sages could not solve,
It tells us how we came into existence, for
what we came into existence, why we go
out of existence, and whither. It givesus
the key for opening up the inscrutable
transactions that are ever happening around
us.  When man suffers it points to sin as
the cause. Its tivo great topics are sin and
salvation from sin. It reveals a wondrous
plan entered into from etervity by a three-
one God for the redemption of man, so
that by means of it an infinitely holy God
can pass by sin, and yet bo inflexibly just.
1t shows how the most depraved may be-
come partakers of this offered pardon, and
what will be, the awful consequences of
their rejection of it.
«JIn it the hidden stone, the manna lies;
It is the great Elixir rare aud choice;

The hey that o{)ens to all mysteries,
The Word in characters, God in the voice.”

Now, surely, such a book, that tells ug all

truths the most jmportant without stoup- | this and a thousand things more, which are
ing to prove them, cariying all along with | all equally beyond the range of unaided
it with a diguified and irresistible sweep. | reason, cannot have come from man,

Io short, eternal truths beam through.it

But some may sav, high and sublime as

everywhere, like so many diamond points, | its diction and its truths ave, still thers isa

each one arrayed in royal apparel. What
adulation said concerning Herod's oration

|

probabiiity that it is only a human fiction,
for “who hath ascended to the beavens

at Cmsares, every unprejudiced reader will 'and descended” with such intelligence?
declare conceruing the Bible: ¢ It is the|To this it may De answered, that if ils
voice of & God, and not of a man.” Itever | weighty truths sre far sbove and beyend

spaaks like a God. In its oponing sen.  human reason, it is a conclusive proof that
tenco it st oncs ignores and oversteps all | they ara not tho offspring of it.  kn what-
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ever mauned they may have reached us,
one thing is certsin, man is not the author‘
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ing mind. Granting that God gave a
written revelation to man, how can w. be
certain that the Bible as we now have it is

of them, Whence, then, did they come?
They surpass ever ything that earth could | that revelation? ¢ The wo-d: of the Lord
produce, therefore earth did not produce | are pure words, as silver tried in a furnace
them. They are unlike anything that]of earth, purified seven times:” but how
hell would produce, therefors hell did not | can it be shown that the Seriptures as we
produce them. There is only another now have them are these pure words which
source whence they could come, and whence | were once delivered to the saints? Has
they did come, viz,, heaven. And Lhe no one added to or subtracted anything
'Seriptures claim for themselves this high | from them? Although there had been no
authority : they tell us that it was from | direct evidence to satisfy us upon this
beaven they came. Turning to them, we  point, there would have been the greatest
find t:hq[ all those who made such wonder- pxo‘mblhty in favour of their presermnon,
ful dsscoveries about God and man as they ; so that nothing of importance should be

contain, ever declare that it was God who
authorized them. They spake as they
wera moved by the Spirit of Gad to speak,
and when they reveal what man could not
have known of himself, surely he ought to
believe them.,

But it may be objected again, perhaps
these several authors were them\el\eQ de-
ceived, or perchance they have knowingly
attempted to deceive others,
they palmed off their forgeries. How do
we know that they were not impostors, for
in a matter so important we require some-
thing more than their bare word. If God
sent them he would certainly give them

upon whom
; this is a thing to be wondered at, for these

lost to us; for that Gnd who raised up men
in different ages to make known his truth,
was as able in aftertimes to raise up others
to preserve it.  The probability is that he
would Jo so, and the truth is that he did
do so. The evidence hinges bot upon &
conjecture, for the fact is that the Jews
who were entrusted with the lively oracles
of God, ever watched over their Old Tes-
tament Seriptures with a jealouseye. And

very Scriptures contained many records
and many prophecies humiliating to their
national pride, yet they would allow no
one with their consent to alter one jot or

atisfactory evidence to show 1o the world | tittle.  And what the Jewish nation did
that they were heaven-sent. This is just| for the Old Testament the Roman Catholic
what God did. He gave to these professed | charch has done for the New. She may
messengers of his wost abundant pxootxi have deviated far,from the truth, but she
to show to those to whom they Jere sent, | has preserved the Truth. Although she
that their words wers really ffom God. j bas endeavoured to give to the decisions
They did amongst them the works which , of general councils an undue importauce,
none otber men did. They wrought many | God in his providence has held back her
and diverse miracles, and thw foretold  bands from the mutilation of Scripture,
events with the most minute certainty | Hesaid to her, “ Do my prophets no harm,”
bundreds of years before they took place. | and she obeved. Onewould have imagined
In the face of such accumulated evidence, | that the ensiest way for her to have estab-
0 one in his sensas can deny that a reve-  lished in early times many of her idiosyn.
lation from (od has been given to man. | crasies, would have been to have put them

There is another difficulty still, how-|into the Bibls, and then to have quoted
¢7er, which naturally arises in the inquir- | from it in support of them; but this she

©
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Has never mtempw’i to do. She hag not
even sought to cut out those passrges
which militate against her dogmas.

But it may be asked further, notwith-
standing all the watchfulness of the Jews
and of the Roman Catholic church, is it
aot possible that at least one book of
Seripture may have leen lost in some of
the world's durk ages, and that book per-
haps the most inporiant? 1t is possible
that such a thing might have happened,
but it is not true that it bas bappened.
Melito, who flourisbed in the second cen-
tury, gives the oldest list of the books of
the Jewish canon, and it is identical with
that which we now have, with the excep-
tion of Nehemiah and Esther, both of
which are thought to have been included
under the tide of Ezra. A remarkalle
fact going to prove with what fidelity the
Jews pre-erved their Seriptures, came to
light in the 17th century. A colony of
Israelites settled near Pekin iu China,
which bad been there {rom time immemo-
r.al, possessed the greater portion of the
Cld Testament, the rest having been de-
stroyed by fire; the part that still remained
corresponded exactly with our Hebrew
Bible. And there bave since been found
amongst the Jews in Malubar, in antique
form, entire manuseripts of the Hebrew
Scriptures, corresponding to a letter with
those which have come down to us.  So
much for the authenticity of the OlJ Tes-
tameant.

With regard to the New Testament
Seriptures, the inspiration of twenty of its
books (the four Gospels, the Acts of the
Apostles, the first thirteen Epistles of
Paul, the first Epistle of Peter, and the
firest of John) was never controverted by
the early church. The Epistle of James,
the second of Peter, Jude, and the second
and third of John were not received at
first by some of the Chrjstizm churches as
of Divine authority, but gradually came to
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ba recognited by all as such., The Bplth
tothe Hebrews, the authority of which wsg
disputed chiefly in the western churches}
and the book of Revelation, which met
with much opposition in the East, were
longer than any others in being ackuow-
ledged as parts of the canon of Seripturs,
But although there was hesitancy in soma
cases concerning the authority of certain
parts of Scripture, perfect harmony was
what it all ended in. And even this early
hesitancy shows that books were not blindly
received into the sacred canon without their
being thoroughly sifted. And, notwith-
standing all the disputes of the first three
centuries upon the point, as far back asthe
year 325 A.p., in which the famous council
of Nice was held, we find all the chuiches
agreeing that the ouly books of the New
Testament Scripture are the twenty-seven
which are now in our possession. And
there are MSS. still existing vearly as old
as this date. The Alexandrian MS.inthe
British Museum is about 1500 years old,
And the Vatican M8S. in the Pope's library
at Rome is believed to have been written
in the 5th centary, And these documents,
with very slight differences which ar¢
scarce worthy of notice, correspond with
the New Testameut as we now have it*

Such statements are facts which canuob
Lie gaivsaid, and they prove beyond dispute
that the Bible as it now exists is the in-
spired Word of God, which abideth for
ever. Hitory has been ransacked by ihe
enemives of revelation, but instead of over-
throwing it bas only gone to substantiate
the truth of the Bible. Chiticism has also
set its wits to work to prove it false, but
like an old rock of the ocean against which
the foaming billows have dashed for ages,
the old Bible stands secure.

But methinks I hear some on¢ askiag,
«Ts it not true that eriticism has discoversd

* Beo Gauesen on the Canon.

©
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1 this Berlptircs coma glaring iticonsfeten-]  But the inquiry may be hére suggeated :

v tnd flat contradictions, and bow ean it | If it be admntted that there is even drie
pothe Word of ‘God if this bo the case?? | error or mis-written word in the Bible, is
1t is true that so long as man is an imper- { this not letting in the wedge which virtu-
fuct creature we may expect difforences of | ally destroys our faith in revelation alto-
vpinion to exist, and it is impossible to put | gether; for if there be even one error or
a stop to those apparent contradictions | miswriting in the Bible, why not more, and

. which spring from humaa weakness, The | where are we to stop? Why, we are just
" mmallest of God’s works is shrouded in | to stop where these errors stop, and they

mystery, and is it to be funcied that we, are searcely worthy of notice. For the
tan adequately grapple with that which is | truth is, that there is not an ancient classie
ligh “beyond a seraph’s thought.” There , authior which bas come down to us frony
are, it must be confessed, some small seem- | antiquity so pure and unadulierated as the
ing inaceuracies with respect to figures, [ Bible. Homer and Virgil, and even the
vg. the length of some of the king'a reigns, 1 mere modern Shakspeare, have such a
lut these can easily be ascribe to the care- ! variety of readings that the author’s mean-
lssness of copyists in the ancient times. | ing has frequently to be guessed at. Bui
Tn Hebrew numbers are represented by | all the various readings that have ever been
ltters of the alphabet, and many of these, found in the MSS. of the inspired volume,
letters ave so exceedingly ali'e, that one . do not alter a single docetrine therein con-
night readily be mistaken for another, | tained.

epecially if not well exeented, which it is|  But there still remains another question,
1ot to be expected they always were, when | In what sense are we lo regard the Bible
dllcopies of Seripture had to be made with { as inspired? Does jts inspiration extend
ths pen. It would bave required a stand- | mercly to the sentiments expressed, or to
ing miracle, and the iuspiration of every | the very words in which they are couched 2

| cpyist guiding his eye, bis hand, and his | In answering this question it is necessary

o, to have avoided this. Even in our |to discriminate between the ditferent parts
ovn day, with all the aids at our command | of Scripture.  The Bible contains 2 great
for making books, «rrors will creep into ! deal of historical matter, much of whick is
them after they have left the author; but | professedly taken from the comman sources
lecause of the omission of a word here, or | of history, viz., from * personal knowledge,

the addition of & cipher there, are we to | authentic information, private documents,

trow & book away as not being the pro- | genealogies, official lists, family traditions,
dwetion of the individual whose name it aod public records.” The geueulogies of
kars? If any one were to act upon this | Christ, as given by Matthew and Luke,
jrinciple his library would soon be sadly | would bave been no argument to a Jew to

] 1eluced, for there are very few books that | i prove the Messiahship of Jesus, vuless they

ws altogether correct in their typography. - had.been derived fiom the public recog-
Yet it is only such paltry ervors as these j nized registers of the land.*  Such bisto-
shick have Deen dragged up of late, and rm&l passages as these, although not die-
Jaded before the world by those who ! tated by the Spirit of God, bad that Spirit
tight to know better, as grave inconsist- ! guiding their authors in their selection; anld
tz-:ies in tho Bible, while the unity and | because of their iucorporation with Serip-
gund scope of the whols has beon over- :
hoked, * Sce Pye Bmith oxi tho Messiabiship of Chrigk
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ture they have the Divino approbation
stamped upon them.

"Che Scriptures alto contain many
speeches of uniospired men; for instance,
the speeches of Job's comforters, of Beu-
hadad, of Rabshakeh, of Tertullus, and
aven of Satan—in many cases containing
ursound reasoning and false philosopby.
All that can be said of these is, that it
plexsed God that they should be recorded
and handed down to our times. Hence,
because 4 sentiment is expressed in the
Word of God we are not always to agree
with it. We must discover by whom it
was fitst utlered before we give it weight.
But besides the sayings of uninspived men,
and the records it has plessed God to pre-
2arve to us in His Word, all of which are
for our learning, we have also God himself
soesking to us through men who were in-
inspired in the highest sense of the term,
for “the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man. but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” The Bible, then, as a whole, may
be regarded as God's book—most of it
coming directly from Himself, the rest
gathered up from various sources umder
His divection. In a certain sense it iz all
inspived ; that is, there is nothing in it but
what (2o intended should be in it; yet it
is vot all equally inspived. It isthe spirit-
ual food which God has provided for his
people, and like that food—thz quails and
the manna--with whicb he fed ancient Israel
in the desert, part has been furnished by
him from earth, and part has been sent
direct from heaven. It is the great Book
human and divine. 1t containg all that
man in this world will ever know of the
unseen and eternal state. It is the only
Iimp that bas been given for our feet, and
the only light that we will ever have for
our path. And if we are wise for oursslves,
wo will take it as it is, and while we thank
God for his gift, diligently Jay up ite pro-
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cepts in our hearts and praciice them in our
lives. It is not only the best book in the
day of health but it is the best in the hour
of death, and the only one that affords
consoiation and comfort then. The weary
and the heavy laden have ever found in it
sweet counsolation for their souls. It has
been the guiding star of the world trem
the hoar antiquity, and long after ours
and unborn generatious shall bave beon
forgottea, it will still be the Book of books.
It oiiginated away back on the dim hori-
zon of time, and it shall see out the ages
yet to come. When the trumpet sounds
eartl’s funeral knell, the Bible shall in that
hour be thezgreat Book, and beyond that
too. It is the oldest and it will be the best,
All other books are but of yesterday com-
pared with the age of the Bible. Other
books have been ‘written and forgotten,
while the Bible lives on. Empires the
mightiest have risen and passed away, but
the B'bie remains amougst those things
which cannot be shaken. The produection
and preservation of the Bible is the greatest
literary mystery that the world has ever
seen, and there is only one solution to this
mystery. It is no tirsue of fables, but the
Word of the Lord—the truth most sure—
eternal as its God.

« Most wondrousbook! bright candle of the Lord?
Star of eternity ; the only star

By which the bark of 1man could navigate

The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss
Securely; only star which rose on Time,

And, on its dark and troubled billows still,

As generation, drifting swiftly by,

Succeeded generation, threw a ray

Of heaven’s own light; and to the hills of God,
The everlasting hiils pointed the sinner’s eye.”

X Y. Z

The bee stores ber hive out of all sorts
of flowers for the common benefit; so a
heavenly Christian sucks swestness out of
avery merey and every duty, out of every
providence and every ordinance, out of
evary promise and every privilege, that he

give out the mora sweetness o othara.,

%
——Brooks,

A
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VISITING THE SICK.

BY THR EDITOR.

Tte practice of visiting the sick is not
neglected in Canada, particuiarly in the
country districts. If any oue is reported
to be ceriously ill, battling with disease,
and striving against the last enemy, imme-
diately the neighbours of the conntry side
call to inquire for them, and sit in the
room around the invalid till the apartment
is almost stifling, and the invalid can hardly
draw a breath. Medical men often com-
plain of the evils of the practice, and clergy-
men often find that they cannot have a
spiritual conversation with the individual
who is unwell, except in the presence of
eurious onlookars. :

Our attention has been direcled to this
subject recently, and we give oar réaders
the practical advice which results from
observation and reflection :

(1) Those who attend upon the sick
ought to know by experience, or learn by
enquiry, whether it is good for the sick
one to be visited by all who ehoose to come,
or only by those who have a right to come;
and they should without fear or favour act
out their daty in the matter.

(2.) Those who visit who are not rela-
tives, nor very particular friends, should
1ot take up the very absurd notion that
because they have taken the troutle to call
and enquire for the invalid, that therefore
they should be admitted into the sick

eharulier and bave a converaation with him.,

That should be determined by the guardian
of the invalid, whose decition should be
satisfactory. If you areallowed to see them
and speak to tbem, do not weary them
out, as if they had as much strength to
answer questions as you have to ask. If
you do make any observations, make them
to'some profitable peint. If you caunot
say anything appropriate, say nothing.
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(8.) If you are & Christian friend, whe
are allowed to see them, do not occupy
their time with an injudicious harangue o
religion. A great deal of harn is done in
this way by well-weaning people. If a
dozen of them visit on the same day, they
sgern all to feel as if necessity was Jaid upon
them to speak to the invalid, especially if
the invalid be a Christian, on the gospel.
Some favourite Jine of thought, on which
they are prosy, they preach upon till even
a healthy individual would get tired. Now
this might be tolerated if only one such
instance occurred in a day; byt when these
are pumerows, to which are added the
proper pastoral visitations, and the family
worship, the matter becomes serious, and
a sacrifice to the invalid. No harm is in-
tended, but barm is done, and the invalid
is the sufferer.

{3.) When your visit js made then
leave. Do not sit around the roowm, look-
ing and gaping and talking, uuless you
have some business. The invalid needs
repose, needs fresh air, needs to be as much
alone as possible.

(4) After you leave, meditate on the
lessons of the sick chamber. If you are
healthy and stong now, your time of
trouble and sickness may come.. If you
are prepared to die you will be less afraid
to fage it. If you are not prepared to die,
then do not wait for the sick bed. You
may not have a sick bed; but if you have,
you will find that it is a poor place to pre-
pare to meet your God. The tiwe is now.
Prepave therefore for the worst without
delay.

A sullen silence is both a sin and a
punishment. Thers is a generation among
us who, when they are under the afflicting
hand of God, have no mouths to plead
with God, no lips to praise God, no tongues
to justify God; these ave possessed with a
dumb devil; they wrong many at once,
God and Chuist, bodies and souls.—Broaks.
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A DEATH IN A HOSPITAL.

4 Have not you got any of your friends
etining to see youto-day, David §” T asked
ohe Sunday afternoon of an old man who
lay at the fur-away end of a long surgical
ward, and by whoseside Istill sat solitary,
Tong after vvery other bed had its comple-
meut of outer-world faces gathered around
it.

No churchgoing had thera been for me
that calm bright day of rest, for the wards
were full of critical cases, not to be safely
left, even for an hour. And yet, though
1 felt the deprivation with regret, I was
not sad; forl too had had my holy work
to do, and wrs satisfied. What better
can any of us wish for, Sonday or week-
day, than just the particular task to do
that God gives us, exch at its own partica-
tar howr?” The old man whom I now
spoke to was one of the critical cases. A
very old man he was, over whose white
head had passed the suocessey, the disap-
pointments, the disasters of eighty-seven
yoars,—doing their work, in that he was
not dismayed at death, nor unprepared to
roeet it.  [le had been brought to us a
faw days since, suffering from 2 severe
accident, one of the frequent mischances
of infirm old age in the hwiry of the
crowded streets, and from the want of
vitality in the patient’s system, there had
been from the first but little hope of his
ultimate recovery. Secondary heemorr-
hage had since come on, and it was now
only a question of a day more or lessas to
the old man's life. A daughter, a2 son-in-
law, and a couple of neighbours had been
to see him several times since his admis-
sion, but to-day—just when he saemed
most sinking—I waited for them in vain;
and thus it was :bat I asked him:—

“Eave not you got any of your friends
coming toses you to-day, David #°

The old man turned his blue eyes upon
me with a smile, Clear blue eyes they
were, which swemed to fight off the dimmness
of approaching death to the last, with
their frauk, childlike brightness.

« Yes,—I['ve got a Friend,—has come
to see me,” hesaid, and his low, slow
utterance betrayed his rapidly increasing
foehleness;—* has come to see me—avery
day-—this eighty years pas§ and mere—
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The oldest Friend T've got, end- tho truest,
Comes to me to-day, and eays, « Henceforth
there is laid up forthee, & crown.’ Thank
the blessed God, I was uever separated
froma Him one whole day, though T've
oiten fallen away from Him for a bit,—
never He from e.”

He paused, while that same bappy, con-
fident smile again lit up his whole face.—
Then his manner changed slightly, gnd
took a henign, almost patriafchal, air as
he turned to me. * And I pray that He
may be your fiiend, lassie, too, as He has
been mine. Youw've been very kind to me,
my dear, an old man and a stranger. I
pray that He may lay up a erown for you,
and be your friend now and for ever. I
can't wish you better. The best friend,—
with us every day. Yes, yes, my dear,
T've bad my friend come to sce me.”

As I made some reply—I do not vew
remember what—his fice took yet another
change; he sank back cxhausted with the
cffort he bad made, snd presently begen
in very, very fecble tones to talk iu a wan-
dering way of his Canadian experiences.
For it secomed that he had lived during
the greatest part of his life in Upper Cana-
da, and had undertaken the voyage to
England,—a long expedition for a man
of his age,—to st once again his youngest
and favourite c¢hild, Canadian-torn, bus
nowmarried and settled in London,

Tater in the afternoon she came in,
having been delayed by some trivial
dosnestic accident, with her husband and
child; superior people all of them, like the
old man, and in speech and manner more
refined and educated than most of my
patients, Bet the old man, though he
quite knew her, could not again.gather up
his failing powers for any connected effort
of thought or speech.

And so wo all sat, awed and quiet,
through that Jong Sunday afternoon. The.
chapluin came, after he.had concluded bis
usual ministrations in the wards to those un-
able to quit their beds, to see old David, to.
whom at his own request he had the pre-
vious day given the Holy Coremunion.—
But the old man, unconscious of the reali-
ties immediately surrounding him, wes
absorbed in past recollectionsy loss in his
own happy, childlike thoughts, and listen-
ing’above all, through all his wandering
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and weakness, to the voice of his Friend. ) repeating it, »s so many of the one Flock

It einy had wished to see how calin and

glad a Sabbath ends a good man's life,
bow little death is terrible to a * faithful
gervant,” they should have seen old David
that bright summer Suuday in hospital,
slipping away in his serene and childlike
Jjoy into the great Sabbuth of Eternity.

Wa watched tilt evening. Then sweet-
ly throughthe open windows came floating
inwith silvery sound the bells of St. Luke’s
Church hard by, ringiog the first peal for
¢vening service.

“ Havk, chil iren,” said the old muan,
“the bells! We shall be late. We must
make the mare step out.” He gave a
slight shiver, « Pull up the buffalo-clouk
close, Nell, your mother feels the cold.—
Faith, it'll be cold to-day across the river.”

« He's thinking of our old farm at Tyen-
dinaga,” whispered the daughter, « {here
we had to go to church in the sleigh and
by the ferry.”

The old man shivered again, though he
was protected from the wnild summer even-
ing air by quite a pile of soft blankets laid
over him

« Across the river, lass, only just across
the river. 'We'll soon be there,” he ram-
bled on, as he turned bis now dim eyes
upon his weeping daughter, whose tears
death’s blindness kept from his sight—
“Across the river, Nell, deare. Wrap
yourself and the mother close.”

s« Across the river,” yes, swiftly, swiftly ;
toa far grander church than ever old
David’s devout imaginings bad pictured,
To the church of the beavenly Jerusalem.
and to the asserably of just men made
petfect, which the prophet-Apostle even
can but dimly.foreshadow to ourfinite and
half-taught minds by all the heaped-up
mystic imagery he employs of this earth’s
richest and rarest. As the lust bells
chimed in to the evening service at St

Luke’s, he half-lifted his fceble hand with

a kind of warning gesture.

“Just there,” he suid faintly, and
smiled.

His voice faltered and failed, sa that we
only caught his words by snatches, « God's
house,” we heard him murmur, “abjde in
it forever more,—iifting up holy hauds,—
namg of the holy child Jesus,~—Jesus,—
Jeausy'—he rested on the blessed Name,

have repuated it béfore and since,—their
firat, last thought, their stay, their hope,
their life-boat through the flood.  And
even a3 be said it, he was with Him; he
had passed within the heavenly gates ; bo
bad begun theeternal Sabbath where work
aud rest, sympathy and joy, knowledge
and love, are purfected and combined in
the unveiled presence of God,

And we, the watchers left outside yet
for a little while, bad surely had u service
and & sermon’ that Sunday in hospital,
well in harmony with, anl equal in power
to any which that day were heard within
church walls: and one that should ever
remind us to #pend all future Sundays,—
ay, and for the matter of that all week-days,
too,—purely aud gladly, and ever closely
in the presence ofthat Divine ¢ best Friend,™>
— Sunday Maguzine.

BE LOOKING TO JESUS,
Though your troubles be as the waves of the sea,
Still look unto Jesus sour hoad,
For He will save and redeem you from the grave,
When you come to lic with the dead.

O yes, my child, to God be reconciled,
You need not be afraid to die;

for when the Lord will call your body will fall,
But your soul wi'l rise 'bove the sky.

Your trouble will he o'er and you'll sin no more,
But exemp? from every cave,
Singing the Lamb’s praise through eternity of
days;
I say there will be no night there.

You'll live for ever, walking by the river,
Drinking of the water of life;
You will have no fears, for God will wipe your
tears,
In the eternal Paradise,

Be looking to Jesus—this is what pleases
Happy souls wherever they bo;

Delighting in duties, beholding fresh beauties,
Throughout a long eteraity.

S0 then prajse your God and spread uis nama
abroad,
A world of glory i3 for yau;
A mansion in the skies and na wecping eyes:
Sa carnal world I bid you adien.

BesaNQuRn Mzs. F.




P I -
1

.

u32 THE GOOD NEWS. )

awful day which you and 1 rust seo, and
from all the terrors of which the Bible,
prayerfully read and lived, would have
vescued us 1—Merry’s Muscunt.

BORROWING TROUBLES.

THE TWO SHOEMAKERS.

James and William lived mnext door to
cach other, and earned o livelihood by
making shoes.  Each of these men had in
their cottage s small piece of furniture
about twelve inches long and gix broad.

With James it generully remained un-
used from Saturday to Saturday, when it
was moved with therest of the things, just

That was sensible advice which wax
given tothe young bear, puzzled to know
how to walk,

¢ Shall 1,” said he, ¢ move my right
to have the dust wiped off it, but by | front paw first, or my left, orthe two {ront
William there was hardly & piece of tarni- | paws first, or the two hind ones, or all
ture in more constant request than this | fouratonce, and how The old she-benr
small one. came to his relief with the advice, * Lewve

These two men were Very unlike each | off thinking and walk.”
other: poor James worked hard, some- It is not uncoromon for men to place
times harder than William, but it was by themselves in the predicament of the
fits and starts, and then he worked just to | young bear; to invoive themselves in need-
keep want away, and all the timehe looked k Jess complexities, by trumping up imagin-
unhappy awd morose. William, on thejary ditficulties, or by timorously looking
contrary, worked steadily away, thanking | forward to the future. There are some 1
God that he had work to duj often l;e'lwlxo appear to take pleasure in casting a
whistled or sung ahywn, but oftener still dismal boroscope of their lot; and there is 1
e talked silently to Lis Almighty Friend. l no one who does not suffer, more or less,

Children, passings would peep in at the | fromn dangers and perplexities, from trials
door, and sometimes he would ask them \:md sorrows. which have no real oxistence.
to stay # Jittle, for they Joved towatch the, —As 2 general thing, one who is over-
mystericus progress of boot and shoe, and ian.\'ious about doubtful duties, may be
while they watehed, William would speak | sure that he is shirking preseat and plain
kind words to them about a greate” ‘Quties. It seldom bappens that the duty
mystery— the soul that each litle child | of the present moment cannot be discerned.
péseess.etl———of the glorious home pre[mred If that is done, it becomes & torch, throw-
for them—of the evil one whosought to; ing lighton the duty next at havd, In ‘
hinder their entrance 10 glory, and the | e¥ery department. of liie, the habit of bor-
Bressep ONE, who died that they migm‘rowing wouble is found, crippling action
overcome all wickedness and live forever. | and eound thought. In religious expe-

James and  Willian's homes were as | riunce ibis often a hinderance,  Its vietim,
unlike as were the two men. James had | while neglecting palpable duties, bemoans
a poverty-stricken look, but William’s an | bis present condition, and laments that he
air of comfort. Now what made all this| has not the emotion which he should like
difference in  these two neighbours and | to bave, and tormeuts bimself with doubts
their homes? Why, the neglect on  the and fears, And mors devout faith would

art of James of this small pieco of furni- ‘!ead bim to walk, cheerfully and step by

ture, and the prayerful useofit by William. | 8tebs his appcinted puth, and to believe
You guess what it was, L dare say !—the ! that the merciful power which had upheld

Bible—rves, the Bible!  Willinm conld say, him hitherto would shield him to the

«The statutes of the Lord ave right, ve- end.—Fzamaer.
————-—"»‘4.".—_——-—’—"—

joicing the heart more to be desired are
they than gold » ghile poor James had| After much praying, waiting and weep-
not discovered any beauty in them. ing, God asually comes with s hands and

Dear friends, what is your Bible to you?) his heart tull of mercy to his people. He
Is it a mine of weulth, ever yielding some loves not to come empty-handed to those
fresh treasure; oris it a neglected thing, who have sat long with tearful eyes at
ready to riseas an aceusing witness in that mercy’s door,—Brooks.

At ® A MR D B
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| kot doca the YWorld owo to
tho BibleP
BY THE AUTHOR OF YJORN SULLIVAN.”

This is & question which, if properly and
thoroughly discusse., would occupy volumes;
hetce, to treat of it in a couple of pages re-

uires the utmest degree of condensation.

'wo branches of the inquiry naturally pre-
sent themselves to themind, The first, “ﬁmt
the world wac before it knew anythng of the
Bible? The second, What the world now is
where the Bible is unksown 2 So, if we were
speaking of the sun, and its value, we might
treat the question positively, and show what
the sun does forus; or we might treat it nega-
tively, by observiug how the world fares when
the sun is not seen. In the present case, the
nagative argument will be the simplest, and
will xje%t}ite the smallest amount of space.

I hat, then, was the condition of the
world before, throngh the mission of the apos-
tles, Christianity and the Old and New
Testt;ments were offered to the whole human
THee

Xt is described in Scripture, in various
places, as & state of darkness; and the glory
of Christianity ig, that it brought light into
thie tnidst of all this gloom. “Darkness shall
adver the earth, and gross darkness the people,”
whett “the Lord,” as the sun, “shall atise up-
on thee, and his glory shall be seén upon
thies? (Isa. Ix. 2). “The people that walked
in darkness have'seen a great light: they that
dr. 21l in theland of the shadow of death, upon
them' hath the light shined” glsn. ix. 2).
“@dd,” says St. Peler, “ hath called you out
?;‘ garkness into his marvelious light” (1 Pet.

. 9). : :

Now “thie works of darkness” are well
known. It isin the hours of gloom that the
E}underer, the ravisher, the murderer, secks

is victi, roaming, like the beasts of prey,
wnder cover of the night. And the whole
gtate of the world before the rigse of Chris-
tianity was one night of gloom. “Darkness
covered the earit.” Lust and cruelty were
the presiding deities of the scene. We may
nof, with any regard to decency, treat with
cxplicitness of these horrors; for, as St. Paul
reminds us, “it is & shame even to speak of
guch things” (Eph. v. 12); but it is needful, if
wre would do justice to the subject, to point,
in general terms, to the leading features of
' heathenism. Of these two characteristics,
last and cruelty, we will say a few tords, des-
gribing each apart.

Lust, aud that of the moat abominable
gharacter, was taught in the roligions of
pogonism.  Thus  Avistolle recommends,
gravely, that “the glataes and peintings of
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the gods should oxhibit no indedént ecenes,
exceptin the templos of thoso deities who
preside over sepsuality.”® And . Seneen,
of the character .of their prayers,
says, * What a man ought not even to hear,
they do not blush to describe to the gods.”
Their religious ceremonies chiefly consisted of
abominable rites.  Herodotug, in his second
book, and in other places; Plutarch, and
various otber writers, Greek and Roman, bear
witness.to this fact. Their worship was
suited to the divinities they honoured. “Fhere
is not a single odious vice for which the
QOanaanites were doomed to extirpation, which
is not common in the histories of the greatest
men of Greece and Rome. Can we find a
higher model in sll pagan antiquity thon is
given in Plato’s dream of a *“Republic,”
where all, he proposes, shall be regulated on
the highest and noblest principles of philoso-
phy and philesophic religion ? Yot what do
we find in thet far-famed sketch of superbu-
man virtue and happiness, but s proposal that
men and women shall be reared-as beasts are
reared, so that “no child shall koow hia
father, nor any father his son,” and in which
all surplus or unpromising children shall be
destroyed ? Such is the fancy picture of o
commonwealth, ruled by philesopby, which
Plato has left us, and which es._blishes, in the
amplest maner, the apostle’s charge against
the greatest men that paganism can bonst,
that & professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools.”

But we must stop. It is impossible, in de-
cent English eociety, even tonamethe enormi-
ties which were common among the sagesand
philosophers of paganism. A recent writer has
truly said, “ No one dares picture to himself,
or to realise in his mind’s eye, the awful state
of common social life in the glorivus periods
of Greece and Rome. No ooe ever dares try
to do so. The first chapter of St. Paul’a
Epistle to the Romans is the nearest ap-
proach to such Enowledge that can be en-
dured.” § !

‘We turn to the other feature of the caso—
that croelty, that hardness of heart, which
everywhere prevailed. “ Cruelty was as ram-
pont ns sensuality.  Slavery was universal,
and the power of life and death was no idle
prerogative ifithe honds of masters who could
gloat for days topether over the dying agonies
of the gladiators.”

These combats of the amphithentre were
the delight, not only of the muititnde, but of’
the polished and educated gentlemen—yes,
and of the luxurious ladies of great Rome!
Lipsius reckons that these sports of blood

¢ §1 Politien,” wii., 17,
+ Thring’s ** Bduoation ezl Bchocd? 2. U4, B,




cost from 20,000 to 30,000 lives per month;
all sacrificed to “make sport!” What won-
dor, then, that in a population counsisting
largely of slaves (one senator, in the time of
Augustus, owning4,116), we hear of ore great
man ordering a slave to be killed for a little
remissness in waiting at table ?-and of another,
a friend of the emperor’s, throwing slaves alive
into a pond to feed hislampreys! A modern
poet has reminded us that—
<t Slaves, to be lashed and tortured, er resolds

Dr maimed or murdered for a fine of gold;

Holats degraded, scarco esteenied as man,

Having no rights. for ever undor ban,—

Were half the world when gneient Homer sung,
And witand wizdom flowed from Plato’s tongues’

Nor were children deemed of much more
account than slaves. Lycurgus, Plato, end
Adistotle, all favour the destruction of un-
promising infants, or of those likely to prove
“surplus” And, when allowed to live (as
Gibbon reminds us), “in his father's house
tho son was a mere thing, confounded by the
laws with the movables, cattle, and slaves,
whom the capricious owner might alienate
or destroy, without being responsible to any
carthly tribunal”  Iofautictde wos often
authorised by law. “The exposure of chil-
dren,” sgays Gibbon, “was the stubborn and
prevailing vice of antiquity.”

From this to haman sacrifices the step was
but a short one. The Thessalians and Lace-
demonians yearly offered these. Old Rome
used, at an early period, to socrifice annually
thirty men. Livy and Plutarch mention
similar facts; aud in the rival republic of
Curthage the victims were reckoned by hua-
dreds.  Egypt, Persia, and many other coun-
tries, practised the same crime.

Nor, evea after such men as Socrates and
Plato, Cicero aud Seneca, had appeared, was
there any sign of imprevement. On the con-
trary, despair seemed to settle down on the
minds of the most thoughtful men. Thus Pliny
remarked, that “nothing was to be found so
miserable, yet so proud, as man” Tacitus
thought that the end of the world must be
near, “such was the corrupt state of mankind.”
But Seneca, with more feeling, says, “ Allis
voplete with crime, and vice everywhere |
abounds.  The coofosion becmes more |
desperate; shame is wearing out; veuera-
tion for what is pure and good is unknown;
cvery one ypields to lust. Vice no longer
hides its head, but stalks along in public;
depravity has so far advanced, tha}, jnnocence
becomgs a thing oukeown! In was in
Seneca’s tune that we might have sicn the!
Ereat Coliseum, thronged with tens of thau. |
sands of the uablest of tho men snd womer |
of aarth's mightiest city gathersd together to
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enjoy the sight of men nnd beasts tearing
and nangling each othor. There we. might
have beheld delicate and high-bred ladies,
nurtured,in luxurr, making it their choicest
amusement to see an aged %ishop, like Igna-
tiug, torn to pieces by the lions; or to behold
women, as well-born and fair as themselves,
devoured, almost while living, by the hungry
beasts ! It was then, too, in the noontide of
Rome's power, that we might have walked by
Tiber’s side, duriug some summer’s evening,
while throngs of nobles and noble ladies
paraded through the palace gavdens, chatting
and laughing over the gossip of the day, while
ut every corner blazed a humaun torch—a poor
Christian, tied to a stake, by the emperor’s
orders, smeared with pitch, and set up to burn
alive—as a light to the sauntering crowd!
Ever and anon, too, we might stop {o witness
the mimic chase of some detected follower of
Christ, who, wrapped in a deerskin, had been
tursed out to be torn to death by savage
aund hungry hounds. Chese were the amuse-
ments, the luxuries, of imperial Rome; and
their grentest historian can calmly deseribe
them without any apparent conscionsness of
wrong. But ©the main current of life, in the
noblest days of polished Greece and Rome,
was cruelty and lust, corrupt and mean.”*

IL. We pass from the classic days and
scenes of Greece and Rome to the condition
of barbarcus or semi-civilized paganism, both
in bygone times and in the present day.
Aund here the like story awails us on every
side. Still, if is lust and cruelty, wheresoever
we tarn,

Iu former days the testimouny of all extant
geographers agreed, that licentious as were
the habits and manners of Greece or Rome,
they were equalled «in wickedness and sar
passed in coarseness by the customs of the
barbarians. In modern times human nature
remains the same. Yo semi-civilised India or
Chine the religion of the people is one mass
of obscenity. Their temples are flled with
sculptured representations of filthy and hor
red erimes. In a single city, Pekin, 9,500 mur-
dered fnfarts have been collecte? Tfrom the ken-
velsof the streets it a gipgleyear. Or, if wo
turn from these to simple barbarism, we find, in
the islands of Polynesia, or in Madagasos,
one ell-pervading  atmosphere of lascivionss
negs, which often corrupts and desirays whole
" e h handyhand

ruelty everywhere goes hand-in-hayd with
lust. Iz? Aexico, befgre Furopeans found
their way thither, the bload of human victime
fowed in torpents. Naq author computes the
snnual sacrificea at leas than 20,000; and on

¢ Moskay's #Hopg of the Werd"

opp grand temple-dedication, in 1486, as many
| # Thring: B 80 ’
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‘ttd 70,000 huitian beings were slanghtered,
I smaller degrees, the same practice prevailed
everywhere, Under the Druids, bumen vie-
time were sacrificed in Britein and in Gaul,
The Daues, the Scandinavians, the Slavonians,
all followed the same custom. Among the
Hindaos, between 1815 aud 1824, as mauy as
§;997 widows ‘were burat alive in the single
proviuce of Bengal. 1n Africa, a single king
of Ashantee directed the slaughter of 6,000
slaves at his funeral ! while in” Daliomey hu-
man blood is almost counstantly flowing. In
China, during the last ten years, the slaughter
of prisoners taken in war has been almost
beyond computation, On some ocrasions
large ponds of human blood have been seen.

1f we are asked, then, what the Bible has
done for mau, our first reply must be to poiat
to this previous state of things, and to remark, |
that the light of heaven, shining throagh the
puges of God's Word, has, wherever it has
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kingdoms of the earth. But we must notfors
get that, oven up toour own time, God's
Word has been a prohibiteu hook in a large
portion of Europe. Spain has never tolerated
it; Italy, up to 1848, steruly forbadc its use;
and in Austria, Bavaria, and Belgium, the
Romish priesthood lept the people from it;
while in Northern Germany, philosophy and
rationalism taught the masses to despise it
Thus, in foursfifths of Europe the Bible has
had no fair trial as a medicine for men's
souls.

And if we look at home, we onght in fair-
ness to distinguish between those who receive
God’s message and those who reject it. We
call Bogland a Christian country, hecause the
ralers and legislators, and the bulk of the peo-
ple, profess to adhere to that faith. But it is
quite ohvious, and beyond all question, thata
large section of the population canvot fairly
be called even professors of Christianity;

;penetrabed, scattered this fearful darkness.| while a still larger proportion yield to ita
Together with lust and cruelty, there always' mere lip-service, and nothing else. Tor all
dwelt, and still dwell, all the lesser vices of | these, which unitedly form a majority of the
falsehood, dishonesty, envy, hatred, and thoir | nation, Christiasity has dore nothing beyond
kindred evils. 'The morals of the Bible, | providing them with better laws and o purer
wherever received, at ouce operate to check, I'state of society, than they could find in any
extirpate, and destroy these sins. Pagan | heathen land.  The real trophy of Christian-
legislation, at its best, leaves morality almost ' ity is found in that numerous body of real
" disregarded.  Christian legislation, even in | Christians who leaven the whole stute of
its most imperfect aspect, protects humau life | society at home, and who make ioroads into
and female chastity, and demands truth, and jthe kingdom of darkuess which heathenism
honesty, and faithfuloess. ihas established in so many of the kingdoms
But it may be remarked, and with truth, | of the earth. It is by the life and conversa-
that Christendom itself is defiled with many ’ tion of Christians, and by these ouly, that the
immoralities, aud that licentionsness and ' value of the Bible can fairly be tried. There
cruelty are by no means banished from the | are iens of thousands of houscholds to be
lands which call themselves by the name of ! fouud, in these little islands of ours, in which
Christ.  This is unquestionably true; but it is | God is * worshipped in spirit and in truth”-—
most important to distinguich between two , in which kis blessed day of rest is observed—
things which are esseutially different. i in which children hovour their parents, and in
The lands called Christian are not by any | which dishouwsty, uncleanness, and cruelty are
means alike in their privileges. Some enjsy ! unknown. These are the legitimate fruits of
the sunshine of the Gospel; but the greater | the Bible. They form,us yet, ouly aminority
part have only a reflected light——a kind of : of the populatiou; but, by their influence and
moonshine, Justinian, under Church ivflu- | example, they so Jeaven the mnss as to malke
ence, established a‘code of laws founded upon | England a favoured nation in the earth.
Christian principles; and this code has formed ' Were the  whole popalation like-minded,
the basis of European law ever since. ‘This, | crime and punishment, prisens and criminal
which is not Christiunity, but a fruit of Cluis- | courts, would be unknowp, and the island
tianity, has been a prodigious boon te Kurope | would bea paradise.  When the whole human

for a thousand years. Again, the Greek and
Roman Churches, while they thrust the Bible
out of sight, preached a religion which,
although largely corrupted, was still based
upon Christianity; and was therefore far bet-
ter than heathenism. This moonlight of
Christianity was universal throughout Europe
during all the medireval age. ‘I'he Reforma-
tion brought the Bible once more out of the

roceesos in which it hed beenburied, and again
the “marvelions light” ghoue upon several

race shall have become earnest worshippers
of God and students of his Word, then will
be ge 'n that “n>w heaven and new eurth whero-
in dwelleth righteounsaess,” which even heathen
puets, handivg dowa the traditions of the
Nouchian days, have foretold as the consum-
mation of all things.

Meanwbile, however, the Bible is doing its_
work in other lands besides England. A fow
hundreds of people, gathering themselves to-
gotherin {we yr threo associutions, in Englead,
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about fifty years g0, began to send Bibles | are toil, hunger, nakednods. tho diévehimy
and missionaries to heathen lands. “The | storm, desclation, and death; on this side,
labourers were few,” and often feeble; but the | ease and pleasuve. There lies Peru, with its
results have been astonishing.  In everyquar- | riches ; here, Panama and its poverty.-
ter of the globe the sound of the Gospel is | Choose, each map, what becomes a brave
now heard. New Zealand, forty yeurs ago | Castilian. For my part I go to the south.'—
the abode of bioodthirsty cannibals, has now ! So saying, he stepped across the line. He
itg twenty Christian churches, and its tens of y was followed by eleven others,” and Peru
thousands of native worshippers.  Africa, on | was conquered.
its western coast and m its southern territory, | Could we encircle ench impenitent reader
has hundreds of commanities of Christian | with a line drawa by the sword of the Spi-it,
men aud women, living the lives of faithful ! we would suy, “Dying man, there are self-
followers of Christ. Burmah has more than ; denial, and providential discipline, and fearfal
a hundred native preachers of the WQospel; | couflicts, and censeless toils, aud ultimate vios
Madegasear more than balf that number;| tory and reward; here are present ease, and
while in India between 100,000 and 200,000 ! fleeting joys, and empty honours. 'There is
Protestant Christians already reward the | heaven and its glories; here is eorth, with
{abourer’s toil. | its pleasures ; and yonder, hell, with its des-
These are the fruits of a few feeble efforts, | tiny of misery. * Choose you this day whom
put forth only within the last fifty or sixty  ye will serve,’ and where you will go. Etew
years, by some of the sincere followers of | nity hinges on yonr decision—an eternity of
Christ in Epgland and in America, Hun- | bliss or woel"—Herald of Mercy.
dreds of peaceful and happy Christian vil-
lages are now dotted over the carth's surface, PRAY MORE—TALK LESS.
in lands where, at the opening of the present — )
centary, lnst and cruclty, oppression and all| A Jady, who had been 2 sincere follower
manuer of abominations, reigned alone. These | of Christ, but whose husband was still uncon-
hopes for the future the world owes to the | verted was much afflicted oz hig account, one
Bible; but they ate, as yet, only the first-frmits | day told a clergyman that she had done all
of e greatand glorious harvest.  But, in every | ip her power in persnading and beseechiog
opne of these homes of Christian civilisation, | him to turn from his evil practices, bat'to no
whether in a peaceful Eoglish village, or in | effect. « Madam.™ said he, * Talk mare to
one eqaally bappy in Barmah or in Sierra’ Gop about your husband, and less to your
Taone, the father of a family who can look | hushand about Gon.” A few weeks afier,
around oa 2 leving wife and children, free, | the lady called up. u him, fall of joy that her
bappy, iteligen., obedient, knowisg weither | pravers to God had been heard, and that a
crime nor fear, must, if he rightiy appreciates ' change was wrought, by Divine grace, upon
these blessings, exclaim, with a gratefal heart, | her husband’s mind.— Band of Hl;pc Revieen.
“ All this, under God’s mercy, I owe to the |

Bible."—Tke Quiver. COMPOUND INTEREST GIVEN.
I ki a ricl hant in Petersbarg, Russ
DECISION AND DESTINY. who, at hs own Gosh “;‘ug‘{,‘mia'; T ety
nativemissionarics in Iodia, and gave like a

Indecision ruins souls by milliong  Truth | prince to the cause of God at home. I asked

.. 'K ey it?
and couscrence and the Spirit plead for duty | - gé?;c%“t‘;ehedggﬁfdld%{é' it 1:: :”fg"g‘i’

and right ; pleasure, and riches, aud ambition ; scale, and at princely expenst; and when, by his
tempt to sin and rain.  Thousands Kknow the ; grace, God called mie out of darkness, I resoived
better path of happinl‘ss and peace, bat fuilow ~ Chiist should have more than the devil bad had.
the road that leads to death. - But how 1 can give so much, you must ask Goa,

- s P . who enalles meto give it Atmy conversion X
Presott, the emineat historian, relatesthat * 4011 the Lord his causo shondd have a partof sl

Pizarro the canqueror of Peru, in one of his that iy business brought mo; and cvery year
reverses, was cast upon the islwnd of @Gallo, snce I male him thatpromise it bag bhrought me
with a few of hisfollowers.  When in astarv- i about double that it «wd the year before, 50
ing condition, twe vessls arrived from Pana. | “‘ﬁ“{‘.";’l‘l:""flh,‘:{'g:::',{i2’,3 Rifts to his cauea?
ma for his reliel; and to induce him to aban-; i - aid

don his objret. Now came the test of hia! A man there was, sene called him mad;
dacision of character, and the determination  L'° mare h‘_’ cagt away, the 1010 ho had®
of his earthly destiny. “Drawing his sword, ', “There in” saith Gog, v teab giveth, and yot
ks traced = line with it in the sand from esst + increascth; and there is that wihholSed more

t5 west. Then taming towards the south, iy :?:1:&,:';‘;1 B ‘gg:e‘hx? pgg‘?g,; Soa
*Fyicnds and comrades, ho seid, ¢ < that sida | interozs for all that 7 faith, ispatinte hsfb.a_u.



THE GOO
PRAY.FOR. ¥YOUR MINISTER,

E7X0T WISHTO OBTAIN A BLESAING FOR YOUB OWN80ULs
) Lol .
%—-ﬁgt Divino grace to renew, quicken, and pre-
o'hit as_a vessel unto honour, sanctified and
30q8 for his Master's use.
2—~That the Holy S{)irit may so apply hia studics,
Qathe may ever be alearner, and nlways ateacher.
'3.~That tho Lord woald so order and sanctify his
experience,and direct and bless him in the use of his
talents, asto prove that he was sont, and is owned
of God. ’
4~—~That he may always be faithful as a preacE-
xR; diligont s a PAsTORy and exemplary as a PAT-

.—That he may never triflo with the word of God, ®
£he souls of men, or the delusions of Satan.
6.—That ho may be preservod from diminishing
e urefulness by & political, a worldly, ora care-
X3 gpirit.
;-——That he may be watchfal to discover, and
ur to improvs opportunities of usefulness.
8~That hishandsmay bestrengthened; by God’s
yrovidenco rostraining the wicked—His grace re-
neding and comforting penitent believers—and His
%owcr preserving his spicitual children in truth,
ghteousness and peace. i
- ®.~-That his princiges and condect may invaria-
%ﬁwgulated by the commands and example of

10.—Tkat he may realize and difusesuch anune--
omal apirit.  as may bo most salutary to himself,
e£1é profitable to others.

XL—That God a2y dispose him to ascribe the suc-
ots3 of his labours to tho Divine purpose, mercy,
&3 power.

38.—That ko may be blossod with such encourage-
7200t in his work, as may prove a constant stimulus
forrenewed exertion.

g?o Preacher and the Flock either feed or starve

another: what they withold from him in prayers

¥ lose in doctripe. Thoso who me
or admire, como awsy empty of spi t
Those who giveiberally to their minister in secret
xayer, have their own souls made fat by tho very |
zame doctrine that falls unblessed upon others.
Then let usbear more and more upon our hearts
before our Father’s Throne, * Qur Minister,” and we
will nssuredly foast more largely upon the ban-
guet that he spreads: may wo learn thesecret of the
fitable barter. instant, affectionate. individual
intereession for tho teacher, in the spirit of faiths
thon may wo sit contented, and humbly confidont to
1Booive the assured answerin the ﬁomon which he
s commissioned to divide.—ZEnglisk Tract.

rely go to cavi
iritnal —

!

WILL IT STAND PRAYER IN ITS
BEHALF?

Romaine was one night invited to a female
friend’s house to tea, and, after the tea things
were removed, she asked him to have a game
af cards, to which he made no objection. ~ The
csrdswere prodaced, and, when everything was
ready for play, “ Let us,” said Romaiune, *ask
the blessing of God.” She was surprised.
s« Ask the blessiog of God!” said she, with
surprise, “ I vever heard of such a thing to
game of cards” Romaine inguired, « Ought
we to engage in anything on which we are
eshamed to ask the blessing of God?” This
gentle rebake put an eng 10 the card-playing.
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JNovember 13th, 1864,

A LAWYER QUESTIONS JESUS.
Mark xii. 28-34.

It is common for thoge who speals the truth
plainly {o meet with cavillers, Our Lord
while on the earth was no exception. Hp
was captiously interrogated by Pharigtes,
Herodians, and Sadducees. Having silenced
the cavils of these he was again attacked by
one of the Scribes.

The Jews doubted whether the moral ke
or the ceremonial rites of circumcision ond
sacrifices were the greater. Hence the Scribsia
asked the question. He receives the answer
referred to in the lesson. ’

Love T0 Gop is the rirst commandment.

(L) For antiguity. It is older than the
ten commendments. It was binding eyen
upon Adam before he fell.

(2.) For digni y. Inasmuch as it dscls
with God Almighty, it must take precedence
of every other. { (ter commandments deal
with man and his fel. w ; this with man and
his God. ’

{3.) For justice. If man cannotunderstand
how he is enjoined to love his neighbourwho

: has injured him, he can easily understand bovr

he is bound to love the God who created and
sustains him.

Love 7o Gob is the great commancment.
It is great, for it containeth within itself every
other. Iven the second commandment 3s
comprehended in it. It comprehends all oar
heart, soul, mind, and strength. The keeping
of it ensures bappioess, The breaking of 3t
ensures damuation.

The Scribe had sufficient discernment to
discover the greatness of the command, for he
said it was more than “all whole burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices.”

Observe—(1.) This command man origin-
ally fulfilled; but ever since the fall no mere
man has done it or can do it.

(2.) This duty is still binding, and by it we
shall be judged. Our inability gives us no
claim to exemption from thv curse of braak-
ing it.

(3.) The Lord Jesus hath fulfilled the whola
of this command for us, apd if we believe on
Him He will bear our sing, and we shall re-

far thot evepitg.——

-Pand of Hope Roview,

|.eiva the credit of Christ’s action.
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SAUL ANOINTED KEING.
1 Sam. x. 1-27.

Ver,1-6. David, 1 Sam. xvi. 1, and Solo-
mon, were anointed i the same way, 1 Kings

i. 39, Kissing was the act of a subject to a
kiog, Psal. ii. 12. Saul was to remember, 1.
He was the Lord's servaut. The people
would call him /ing, but God would treat
bim o8 His servani, and kevp him on the
throne only while he did his duty. None are
50 high as to be above serving God, Psal. ii.
10,11. 2. He was anointed kivg. This
would remind how solemnly he was set apart
1o God's work. 3. It wus over God's inheri-
tance; they were therefure to be governed
after God’s will.

Ver. 2-13. Mention separately the six
signs given to Saul. These signs would con-
vinoe Saul that samuel was commissioned by
God to anoint him king, and they weuld help
to keep him obedignt to Samuel's instractions.
‘The prophecies which the Bible contains are
gteat proofs of its beiog from God. Notice
Sansuel’s tenderness of feeling.  He had told
him the previous day that the assee were
found, but only now of his futher’s auxiety
{ver.2) when he was on his way home.—
Oberish a tender spirit.  Fhere must have
bean good peoplein Lsrsel then; see how many
are refer to, ver. 3-5. Christ has more
{ollowers than we are apt to think, 1 Kings xix.

10-18. These men did not go to God empty-|

handed; when we go to worship, it is 2 good
time tolay past our money aswe have ability,
1 Cor.svi.2. The prophets were uften called
the sons of the prophets, 2 Kings ii, 3-5, and
dwelt insocieties, (ver.3) cultivating lesrn-
ing, teaching music. &e.  'I'bis is the meaning
of their prophesying; eee 1 Chron. xxv. 1;
Bom. xii. 6. It is doulitful (ver. 6) if Baul was
a pious man until now. Itisnota good sign.
that, though ke lived within twenty miles of
Ramab, he was a stranger to Samuel, 1 Sum.
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on the Corinthians, 1 Cor. vi. 8-11. Hé ez
do the same for you. . )

Ver. 14-16.  Saul showshis pradence herey
if would have Leen dangerous to talk hip unele
2ll. Wo are always bound to spesk truth,
but need not tell the whote truth. ¥8 would
bave been a He to say that was alf Samuel
told him. Lying Eps ore ar ebomination to
the Lord. 'Who shall dwell in Thy koly bill 2
He ;hat speaketh truth in his heart. Prel.
xv. 2.

Ver. 17-19.  Mizpeh was a ey of Ben~
jamin, Joeh. xviii. 3-26, where tha {ribes had
j assembled to exterminate Bepjamin, Jud. xx
{ 1; it was a fit place in whieh o honour Be?{:

min by taking o king from that fribe,
l sin of Yorsel (ver. 18, 19) lay here. They

thought their misfortunes arose from the want
of a king, insteud of being the “finit of their
sing, Jud. ii. 16-19; and they imagined a king
would be a better governorthan God. 1 Sam.
vifi. 7. God had designed they should haves
king of His choos'ng, Deut. xvii. 14, 15; bus
through their sin he gave them one in anger,
Hos. xiii. 9-11. The benefits we receive from
God are goon forgotten, Isa.i. 2, 3.

Ver. 19-24. Though Saul was anointed
previously, the lot was taken fo satis(y the
people, otherwise they mighs have thought
he was only Bamuél’s choice. The lot wos
resorted to on great occasions, Josh, vii. 17
“ The lot ia cast into the lap, but the whole
dieposing thereof is of the Lond,” Prov. xvi,
33. Thisis a very different shing from gambl;
ingand wagering, which are sinfulsnd dangor-
Jous. Observe Ssul's modesty; (the stoff in

which he was hid was the people’s baggage)
Thig was a gond beginning; some in his place
would bave put themselves in the most pro-
minent place, Seo his faith: he kunew on
whom the lot would fall. All God’s promises.
shall be fulfilled, Psal. oxi 7, & Al the
paths of the Lord are mercy and trath, Psal.
xxv. 10. His appearance was i his favour,
ver. 23, aud ] Saw, ix. &, which, with Ged's
§ ehioice; andiSamuel's approbation, eplisted: the
: feelings of the peopls on his hehalfl
Ver 25-27. The mouuer of the kingdony

|

ix. 19; and thut it should be thought so aston- ' is the manner in which it was to. be ruled,
ishing ke became a prophet. e was now | Deut xvii. 1420. In every.company (ver.
changed, (ver. 11) bus, from bis future history ! 27) there are some good and some bad. The
being so incousistent, we caunot tell how far { guod are so by God's grace, ver. 26; Eph. ii.

the change went. Beware of grieving or
quenching the Spirit of Ged, who speals to
you in this Bible. One man (ver. 12) seems
ta have koown how Swul conld become s
prophet; he arked, But who is their father?
—~meaning, How did any ofthese men become
prophets ¥ Could not God make aula
prophet as weil as another.  Is any thing too
hard for the Lord? What changes did he
work on another Saul! 1 Thwm. i. 1216 snd

1,3,4,5. Belinl is a word meaningfwickeduess,
Children of Belial are the same us wicked
men. Indespising him they despised Giodl, for
God bad elected him. See Suuv's self-com-
mand; he waited for a fit opportanity of ap-
proving himself to be woriby of the throme,
¢ (Fo not forth hasitly to strive, lest thoukugw
vot what to do iu the end thereof,” Prov. xav,
8. Walk in wisdom toward them that are
without, Col. iv. 5.—Edin. S. S. Lessana,




