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LITERATURE.

POETRYX.

( Writien for the Journal of Education.)
TRE FINAL RECKONING.
By Mns. Lepronox.

T°was a wild and stormy sunsct, changing tints of lurid red

Flooded mountain top and valley and the low clouds overhead ;

And the rays streamed through the windows of & building stately—high,
‘Whosac wealthy high born master had now lain him down to die.

Many friends were thronging round him, breathing aching heavy sighs—
Men with pale and awe struck faces, women too with weeping eyes,
Watching breathless, silent, grieving, he whose sands were nearly rua
‘When with sudden start he muttered, ¢ God ! how much I've left undone I”

Then out spoke an aged listener with broad brow and locks of snow,
i Oh patriot, true to country and her welfare, say not so,

For the long-years thon hast served her, thou hast only honour won,”
Bat from side to side still tossing, stili he muttered © much undone!”

Then the wife with moan of anguish like that of stricken dove,
Muarmured ; ¢ Husband, traer, fonder, never blessed s wowan's love ;
And a just and tender father both to daughter and to son,

Butmore feebly moaned he ever, ¢ oh! there’s much! there’s much undone!

Quickly then a proud stern soldier questioned ¢ Say will not thy name
Long descend in fature story, linked with honour and with fame,

For thine arm was prompt in battle and thy laurels nobly won,

True patriot, soldier, citizen, swhs* then remains undone 7"

Then the dying man upraised him ; at bis accouts lond and clear,

Into silence men lapsed quickly, women checked cach sob and tear;

And be said; ¥ To fame, home, country, my heart, my thoughts I've given,
Bat, tell me, oh ye dreamers, what I've done for God on Heaven?

It was not for Him I battled with the sword or with the pen,
Nor for his praise I thirsted, but that of my fellow men,

And amid the light now flooding this my life's last setting sun,
1 see, mizguided word ing, how much I have left undone.”

“Fhicker darker fell the shadows, fainter grew his flutt’ring breath,
Then a strange and solemn stillness, t'was the awful hush of death:
Hope we that a tender Saviour Lo gentlo pity won,

May judge in loving clemency, whate'er hie had left undone.

LONGFELLOW IN ENGLAND.

Welcome to England! thou whose strains prolong
The glorious bede-roll of our Saxon song,
Ambassador and Pllgrim-Bard in one,

Fresh from thy home—the home of Washington.
On hearths as sacred as thine own, here stands
The loving welcome that thy name commands ;
Hearths swept for theo and garnished as a shrine
By trailing garments of thy Muse divine.

Poet of Nature and of Nations, know

Thy fair fame spans the ocean like a bow,

Born from the rain that falls into cach life,

Kindled by Dreams with loveliest fancies rife ;

A radiant arch that with prismatic dyes

Links the two worlds, its keystone in the skies’
The noblest creatures of those dreams of thine,
From Hiawatha to Evangeline,

fHere thou wilt find, wherc'er thy footsteps roam,
Loved as the cherished Lares of each home.

What prouder refrain heartens to the core

Than thou hast sung in brave Excelsior?

Where sounds more gladdening 'mid this earthly strifc
Than the sweet clarions of the Psalm of Life ?
None tut the rarest raconteur may grace

The mimic contest where most yield thee place

Say which, for either, fairer wreaths produce,
Irring’s Astoria or thy Flower de Luce?

Which baunted hostel lures more guests within,
Hawthorne's Seven Gables or thy WaysiGe Inn ?
Tumning thy pictured page, what varying dyes
Shine throngh cach latticed margin's new surprise !
Here the swart Blacksmith, smirched with grime aud tay,
Tears in his eyes, yet every inch & man.

Here, 'mid the rice-field, heaving his Iast breath,
‘The poor Slave-monarch dreams bimself to death,
Here, while without loud 1aves the tempest's din
Here, while around the revellers brawl within,

The dying Baron thro’ the grave's dark goal

Secks Christ's redecming passport for his soul.
Who hears not now, stormed down among thy leaves,

The rain that poured like cataracts from the eaves,
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Roared through the keunels, lashed the streaming panes,
Flecoded the squares, tho streets, the courts, the lancs,
Raging liko scas that o'cr gomo foundering wreck
Swell thro' the scuppers from the swimming deck ?
Cool, teeming, plenteous, soul-refreshing showers,
Quaffed by parched carth and by the thirsting flowers,
Nor less by thoso who listencd to thy song

As, like Lodore's, thy deluge dashed along,

Where subtler solace than thy gentle voice

From riven hearts can draw till griefs rejoice?
Answer, what oft-ropining woo o’erpowers,

That luy serene, the Reaper and the Flowers!

So large thy sympathies, thy hand can trace
Charms in each clime and glory in each race::

So penotrant thy love, its gaze can find

God in the flower, His breathings in tho wind ;
Mesh with mere hempen coil in Rope-walk spun
All human joys and ills beneath the sun;

Wako with grand echoes of responsive rhymes
Long silent notes of medieval chimes:

Nay, hear in hush of serried arms nrrayed

‘ The diapason of the cannonade.”

'Mid purgatorial fires, in heaven, in hell,

Thy dauntless soul hath lately dared to dwell,
Passing o'er burning marl, where Dante trod

With Virgil's ghost, to Beatrice and God.

Yet, rarcly gifted Nature to translate,

Reflect not others, thus : thyself create.

Ring out once more in thy own golden lines

Life's inner meaning, not the Florentine’s—

Thou who hast given thy dreamings to our sight
Aund syllabled the Voices of the Night ;

‘Thou who hast sung, as none but thou could sing,
The tender legend of the Angel-King :
Thou who around with affluent hand last thrown
The Leavenly largess of thy benison,

Regarding none as alicn to thy breast—
Columbia’s Poet, bail as England’s Guest!

“
- 4

C. K. London Tunes.

¢ PEACE HATH HER VICTORIES. (1)
1.

To people wastes, to supplement the sun,
To plant the olive where the wild-briar grew,
To bid rash rivers in safe channels run,
The youth of aged cities to repew ;—
To shut the temple of the two-faced god—
Grand triumphs these, worthy a conqueror's cur ;
They need no herald’s horn——no lictor's rod—
Peace bath her victories, no less than War.

1L

To raise the drooping wrtist’s head, to breathe
The word despairing genius thirs!s to hear,
To crown all service with its carned wreath,
To be of lawless force the foc, austere ;
This is to stretch a sceptre over Time,
This is to give our darkling earth a star,
And belt it with the ¢merald scroll sublime—
Peace hath her victorics, no less than War.

111,

To stand amidst the passions of the hovr
Storm-lash'd, resounding fierce from shcre 1o shore ;
To watch the human whirlwind waste its power,
Till drownéd Reason lifts her head once more ;
To build on hatred nothing ; to be just,
Judging of men and nations as they are—
Too strong to share the councils of mistrust—
Peace hath her victories, no less than War.

1v.

To draw the nations in a silken bound—
On to their highest exercise of good ;
To show tho better land above, beyond
‘Tho sea of Egypt, all whose waves are blood ;

(1) The above lines have just appeared—so far as we know for the
first time—in Z'4e Broadway—pnblished simultaneously in L,ondon and
New York. There {g no mistaking the authgrship.

These, leader of tho ago ! these nrts bo thine,
All vulgar victories surpnssing far ;

On theso all Heaven's Lenignant plancts shine—
Peace hath her victories, no less than War.

T. D'Auncy McGes,
Paris. 1867.

CANADIAN HISTORY.

Memoirs of the Blichellen.
No. 3.-~STt. Jonxs.

There are few pluces in Canada of more historic interest than
St. Johns. Though it was not the theatre of any great battle
to which its namo is attached, it is connected with nearly ever
expedition of any note that took placo in the great wars whic
the French, Eoglish aud Americans waged for the mastery of
New France.

Its situation at the hend of navigation in the direction of
Lake Champlain, pointed it out to the early French engineers
as a proper place for the ercction of defensive works. According-
ly, as far back as 1758, Montcalin built fortifications there
during the campaign rendered memorable by the victory of
Carillon (Ticonderogs), the surrender of Fort Frontenas and
the evacuation ofi Fort Duquesno, situated on the present site of
Pittsburgh. The remains of these ancicnt works are still visible,
a little in the rcar of the present barracks and adjoining the
railway line. .

The next year, 1759, Quebes fell and the country passed inte
the hands of the British, who made no use of Fort St. Johus for
over fifteen years. But at the outbreak of the American Revo-
luti-n, the importance of this frontier post was immediately
rccognized, and Sir Guy Carleton, then Governor General of
Cunada, rebuilt and enlurged the fortifications of Montealn.

In the autumn of 1775, St. Johns offered the first serious re-
sistance to the American forces that had been despatched by
Congress to invade and cepture Canada. Gen. Schugyler, at the
head of a considerable arwny of Continentals (as the American
militiamen were then called), appeared beforo St. Johuns, in
September of that year. Being deceived by scouts as to tho
strength of the fort, he fell back to Isle-aux-Noix, where he was
replaced by Gen. Montgomery, who on the arrival of reenforce-
ments, immediately resumed the campaign. Ho Jed his advance
guard boldly in fuce of the northern frout of the fort. Here he
had a skirmish with a detachment of tho garrison, which was
just returning from a successful sally. From the position of
Montgomery's troops this first action must have taken place on
the present site of our peaceful town, probably quite uninha-
bited at that time. Tho place was thickly planted with forest
trees and the ground damp and marshy so much so, indeed that
the Awerican Commander, a few days after, shifted his position
to the north west of the fort on a higher platean, in the neigh-
borhood of the ridge that leads up to Bernier. Here he threw,
up regular breast-works and began siege operations. A few days’,
experience soon convinced Montgomery that he had to do with a
valiant garrison, and that nothing short of 2 bombardment counld
make him master of the fort. This he was unable to effect, for
want of single ordnance, and he would most probably bave been
obliged to withdraw on the approach of the winter, but for two
fortunate circumstances. '

* The first of these was the capture of the garrison of Chambly,
which furnished him with much valuable war material. We
shall relate this cpisode in full in our next paper. The second
was the failure of Carlcton to reenforce the St. Johns’ garrison.
When the Governor learned of the fall of Chambly, he left
Montreal with a cousiderable force and attempted to cross at
Longueil, on the rafts and bateaux. Here he was met by a de-
tachment of Americans who lay in wait for him Just a8 he was
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about to lund, they opened on his boats with grape and canister,
capturing ono and driving the others noross the St. Lawrence.
News of this success was immediat:ly despatched to Montgome-
ry, who communicatoted it to Mnjor Preston, the valiant com-
mander of the besicged garrison, along with a summons to sur-
render.  Preston domanded four days of armistice, to decide
upon his course. This was refusoed by Montgomery, who decla-
red that he was willing to grant honorable terms to an cnemy
who had displayed so much fortitude and bravery, but tlat ho
was in a position to prosccute the sicge with renewed vigor, and
demanded an unconditignal surrender. ‘The fuot was that the
Americans, besides being emboldened by their successes ut
Chambly and Longucil, had erected a powerful battery within
700 fect of Fort St. Johns, and also a streng block house on the
Iberville side of the river, bearing dircct on the works and
mounted with one gun and two mortars.

Major Preston, feeling his helplessness and complete isolation,
at length consented to capitulate. He obtained honorable terms.
The place where his troops laid down their nrms was the open
plain between the fort and the American breastwork, now traver-
sed diagonally by the railway to Montreal.

The siege had lasted six wecks, and the garrison which sur-
rendered consisted of fivo hundred regular British troops and
oue hundred Canadian voluntecrs. There were a fow civilians,
too, included among these, whether residents of St. Johns or its
environs we have not been able to ascertain.

The Americans captured 39 picces of cannon from 2 to 22-
pounders, 2 howitzers, 7 mortars, 800 stand of arms and a scanty
supply of ammuanition.

The fall of St. Johus created much anxiety in Montreal and
Quebec. It opened the way for the waarch of the American in-
vading army and supplied it with an exccllent base of operations.
Corleton had tried hard to preveat the advance ¢f Montgomery
and had not succeeded. Nothing now prevented this officer from
proceeding to Montreal. Carleton’s only hcpe was that the ap-
proach of the cold seuson and the insubordination in Montgo-
mery’s camp would give him time to concentrate his forces.

The St. Jehns' garrison surrendered, Nov. 1st, 1775. The
Americans took immediate possession of the fort and retained it
Jjust 6 months, till May 1776, when they were driven out of it
by Burgoyne.

The block house built by Montgomery on the other side of
theriver was still visible up to a few yearsago.— St. Jokn's News.

The British Colonial Empire.

The London Zvimes of a recent date has the following :—The
Blue book in wbich the Colonial office lays before parliament
statistical accounts of our colonial and other possessions contains
this year no less than 634 folio pages. The volume has become
5o large that a small * Statistical Abstract” has been found
acceptable. Our Indian possessions are desaribed as having an
area of 956,436 square miles with a population of 144,948,356,
the native States of India (as distinguished from British India)
baving an area of 396,790 square miles, and a population of
47,909,199, besides which there are in India 1,254 square
miles of native States under the French or the Portuguese Go-
vernment, with a population of 517,149. The area of our North
American colonies is 632,361 square miles, with a population of
3,701,461 ; and_this does not include the vast territory admi-
nistered by the Hudson’s Bay Company. Australia containsan
arca of 2,682,070 square miles, and a population of 1,599,580 ;
the British West Indies an area of 88,683 square miles, and a
population of 1,097,627; the Cape of Good Hope and Natal
119,3L2 square miles, and 485,676 people; Ceylon 24,700
square miles, and a population of 2,049,728. Qur other colonies
being added, the general total is an area of 5,427,232 square
miles, and 2 population of 154,810,787 souls; and this notwith-
stant}u_xg some omissions on eccount of returns not reccived —the
aborigines of Britich Columbia, and some 150,000 persons on

the 6,000 squaro miles of the Gold Coast settlement. The parent
State, the \?nited Kingdom, hasan area of no more than 169,000
squaro wiles, ard a population not much excceding 30,000,000.
The publio rovenue of these vast possessions abrond was nearly
£63,000,000 in the year 1865, the year for which these returns
are made ; it approaches that of the mother country. Not so
the public debt; itis not quite £140,000,000. The tonnage
entered and cleared in 1866, exclusive of the consting tiade,
was ubout 26,000,000, The imports into these British posses-
sions in 1866, including bullion and specie, amounted in
value to £128,375,063; wsrth more than £66,000,000 were
from the United Kingdom, The exports amounted to £141,
£268,102; £75,419,159 of these cxports went to the United
Kingdom. These great possessions sent forth, for the supply of
the world in that year, wool of the value of £12,234,580 ; raw
sugar, £7,158,163 ; coffee, £3,3018,963 ; wood, £3,877,630 ; fish,
£1,668,260, India alone, in the year ending April, 1865 ; sent
out raw cotton of the value of £37,573,637. Such is the British
colonial empire. Queen Victorin is mounarch of all here surveyed.
The supply of cotton was of exceptional amount during the great
Americnn conflict; but most of even these great figures have
already become an under statement, for population, production,
and consumption alike have increased and are increasing.”

l

EDUCATION.

What is, and may be, incant by teaching
¢ Pnglish.”

A paper read before the Collegge of Preceptors, England, by J.D. M.
Meiklejolin, Esq., M. A , Dr. W. B. Hodgson, occupying the chair.

The strong tide of new life in Education, which is bringing
with it so wany pood things fur the future of the English nation,
bears towards us few better gifts than the profound interest in
our mother tonguc which is being everywhere excited among
English men and English women. In spite of the fact, that the
. greatest poets and thinkers and novelists that the world can show
' haveused the English language as their instrument, the conscious
respect shown to this instrument for hundreds of years has been
{ but slight ; and it is only within the last forty or fifty years that
its build, its physiology (if the term may be used), and its history
have come to be studied. Not till the works of Grimm, Latham,
Guest, Garnett, Miller, and others, appeared, did wo know any-
thing sbout its history; so fur as our text-books went, we had
1o right to believe it liad a history at all. On the contrary, the
schoolboy was carly taught, as an orthodox dogma on which the
shadow ‘of doubt had never fallen, that the Englizh language
was a stiff, rusty-jointed, and pedanctic lingo, which sprang full-
grown and fully equipped from the brain ofan American gentle-
{man of the name of Lindley Murray. But the positive marks of
contempt for the English language lie in one word over many
hundred years, and are not difficult to find. A poet, Waller, in
the end of the seventeenth century, himself in the higher ranks
of authorship, writes thus about the Eczlish language :—

Pocts may boast, as safely vain, .
Their works shall with the world remain;
But, bound together, live or die—

The verses and the propheey.

!
I

But who can bope his lines should long
Last in a daily-changing tonguc ?
While they are new, envy prevails;
And, when that dies, our Zanguage fuils.

When architects have done their part,
The matler may betray their art;
Time, if we use sll-chosen slonc,

Soon brings a well-built palace down.

Pocts that asting marble seek,

Must carve in Latin or in Greek ;

We write in sand ; our language groxs,
And, like tno tide, our work o'erflows.




Here we huvo a man who was contemporary with Milton, who
had read and studied Chaucer and Spenser and the works of tho
groat Shukespearinn drama, ealling his native tongue  t¢lchosen
slane,” materinl it cannot last, and that must bring down into
dust aund vothingness any thought and skill that may have heen
put into it—nay, going so far s to say that an Kuglish author
writcs in * sand,”’ aud that nothing that has a chauce of im-
mortality can bo written in a tongue that is “ daily changing.”
This contempt of the literary cluss found its ready counterpart
among tho learned, who ununimously neglected the study of
their native languago, and who left to halt-educuted or utterly
uneducated men the task of codifying the laws of Kuglish Gram-
mar, and of raising a standard by which to judge between what
was good and what was bad Buglish. It is trae that euch men
us Bon Johuson and Milton wrote LEunglish grummars for the
young; but both lc.t their books on this subject quite incom-
plete. For good or for evil, morcover, we have no Academy, nor
do we seem likely to have ono; although it is pretty plain that
u loarned body of this character would have made the work, both
of the schioohnaster and of the pupil, more cnsy, more definite,
and more successful. Till within forty years ago, any systematic
view of the laws and organism of the English language has been
left pretty much to quacks, whose ignovance and inonpacity have
been surpassed only by their bad taste. And cven to-day, the
domain of knowledge occupics only a small corner of the subject,
and still leaves o wide region for individugl fancy and subjective
opinion to wander about in at their own sweet will. A most
amusing example of this occurred not long ago. Dean Alford
published, in Guod Words, a series of unconnected notes on the
Linglish Language, under the title of ** The Queen's English.”

These notes were subjected to a sharp rattling fire of criticism
from Mr. Washington Moon. As these two gentlemen came
before the public in the attitude of authorities on a subject ubout
which everybody thinks he knows something, and as there was
no want of dogmatism or positiveness in their oracular utter-
ances, it might have been supposed that they had made a study
of the English Language, of its history, and of sowe of its most
remarkable phases. Or it might have been expected that they
were 5o well read in the authors of at least one period, and that
their tastes and ears were so highly cultivated that they could
detect a false note or an illegitimate idiom with unerring sense.
Nothing of the kind. Both of these gentlemen—Arcadians both
— present us with subjective prejudices instead of objective
knowledge—with 7 should think and I belicve, instead of This
s the custom and This phrase has always been used ; and a dis-
cussion on a noble growth like the Euglish Language degencrates
into a personal squabble between two writers in a magazine. The
two following facts will enable ue to form a sufficient estimate
of the capabilitics and claims of these gentlemen to sit in judg-
ment on the language. The Dean, after stating that the word
its is not to be found in the Bible, adds the following wild guess
—as a substitute for a picce of information which he wight have
found in a dozen books that have been published within the last
ten years:—* The reason, I suppose, being, that possession,
indicated Ly the possessive pronoun ifs, secmed to iwply a
certain life or personality, which things neuter could haidly be
thought of as having.” Now the ignorance in this sentence is
simply complete. was going to say that every schoolboy
knows—but it is the literal fact that muny schoolboys kuo, for
the fact is stated in several schoolbooks—that the true reason for
the absence of the word ifs from our translation of the Bible is
the very sufficient one that the word #1s did not exist at the time
that translation was made. Mr. Moon, on the other hand, devotes
a long disoussion, and an appendix besides, to the question of
the correctuess of the phrase J¢ was I, or It was me; and he
sagaciously comes to the conclusion that, if the phrase is in
answer to such a question as Whom did yeu see? and if the
apswer is made in the form J¢ was me you saw, then me is rightly
in the objective case, for it is governcd by the verb saw. This
is hardly credible; but it is to be read in Mr. Moon’s book,

.
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Through soverzl pages, both of text and appendix it scems novor
to havo entered his mind that [whonq yow saw is a sentence of’
itsclf, and cannot govern or have anything to do with any word
in tho principal sentenco /¢ was 1. Hero, then, on the one hund
wo have ignorance that might have been cured by tho reading
of a book xo widoly known and so popular ns Archbishop Trench's
“ Study of Words;" and, on the other, blurderiug that a village
schoolmaster could have corrected, — creoting themselves into
authoritics, and giving forth their deoisious ex cathedra. OF
course, the narrower the ficld of knowledge, tho wider the plain
over which funey can wander; and these gentlemen might well
compluin that arithmetio and geometry aro no longer * matter
of opinion,” for they might then display in these regions original
and imaginative powors quite a8 astonishing. Ignoranco like
this is, of' course, fust disappearing ; but there is still much to
do. And such crrors scem to keep their hold in schoolrcoms
and on school-books longer thun anywhere clse; and it requires
more force to dislodge them from these huunts than from books
that have a ciroulation among what is called the general publie.

'The two things usually taught in schools under the name of
English, are Grammar and Composition.

L. I need not suy a word about such books as those of Lindloy
Murray or William Leunic. I believe they still linger ubout in
a few dark pluces; but the small remainder of their days is num-
bered, and it is hurdly possible that they can trouble “ingenuous
youth” much longer. ~But they have left their evil mark both
upon school-books and upon teaching. They have left a heritago
of ill in bad logic, stupid metaphysics, rules that ave unnecessary
or inapplicable, definitions that are not convertible, distinctions
that are unintelligible, and divisions and subdivisions that per-
plex, confuse, and annoy the mind of the learner. It may fairly
be doubted whether these two books have not caused moro
mental anguish than has been produced by the guillotine, and
whether they hace uot weukened aund disgusted very many more
minds than they have cducated or edified. Among other dis-
eases, they have inoculated writers of grammars with a mania for
divisions und subdivisions that leads thew and their readers into
the quecrest lubyrinths. For example, I find in a little gram-
war, otherwise sensible, published the other day, the following
division ef Adverbs into classes.—Adverbs of tzme, of place, of
manner, of causation, of affirmation, and of negation. Very
good ; there is, so far, no great harm done. But we arc not lot
off with this; the writer at once goes on to say :—** Perhaps the
following clussification may be more acceptable to some Teach-
ers:—Adverbs of quality, of affirmatton, of contingency, of nega-
tion, of cxplaining, of separation, of conjunction, of interrogation,
of pre-eminence, of defect, of preference, of equality, of inequa-
laty, of gradation, of in a place, of to a plage, of toward a place,
of from’« place, of time present, of time past, of time future, of
time indefinitely, of time definitely, of order, AND of quantity !/
This author knew his publie. He well knew that Schoolmasters
and Teachers are the most overpaid and underworked body of
mep in the kingdom ; that they do next to nothing, and have
almost nothing to do; and that they would welcome as mere
sport the duty of drilling this array of distinetions into the brain
of a lad, and of pumping them out of bim again day by day—to
their amusement and his profit—by an almost interminable host
of * never ending, still beginning " questions. Auother writer,
more popular and more able than the last, but almost as much
infutusted by this mania, who tells us in his_preface that his
“ work is practical rather_than strictly scientific” (as if there
were even one man in Englund just now who could writc a
scientific grammar, still less a ecientific grammar for schools),
divides adverbs into nine classes, and conjunctions into sixtecn.
Among these are adverbs that express manner by qualily, manner
by degree, and manner by affirmation—whatever these ideas may
mean. Among the conjunctions are conjunctions of purpose, of
condiition, of cancession, and so on. Now, I respectfully submit
to this experienced audience, whether such disiinctions and di-

visions as these have any place in grammar at all. It seems {9
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mo that they belong to the domain of logic; or, if to grammar, ! suying héap up, I must use the * clegant " term, accumulate ;
thon to thogrammar of style, or what is commonly called rhotorio. . instend of’ shut out, exelude; instead of broke his word, the
It sccms to mo that these writers, despondent at their having, I highly “clegant ' phrase, violated his promise. The author of
scomingly, so little to teach in grammar, arv in the habit of | this book goes further, and gays, ‘¢ Laegll have mercy and not

making poaching-rnids upon the demesnes of logic and meta-
plng'sics, bringing away with them any field-stuff or worthless
ru

sacrifice,” should he

Kacr ] y 1 prefer merey to sacrifico” ! [The
italies are his own.]

This gentleman, in his preface, snys : —

bieh thoy may find lying about. 1f' thess distinctions had } “ Nor would it, he difficult to point out numerous violations of

influcuco on the Jormation of words, or on the form of [ grammar in the pages of Addison and Swift

Yet theso

an
sugm.dinnm gentonces, it would bo well to give them. But all men had, in addition to their classical attainments, frequented

kinds of scntences mauy be made and may be parsed without their
aid; and why the feet of boys and girls should bo clogged with
festoons of this logical tangle it is dificult to sce, except on tho
supposition above mentioned, that Teachers have very littie to
do, and that a fow turns on the logic crank will strengthen their
intellcotual muscle. It apprars to me that to put all the dis-
tinctions in this short Grammar of 132 pages iuto the head of o
boy, and to drill him in them until they beeame his organs und
intolleotun} tools, would require, on a moderate calculation, some
five or six years of steady, hard wor.,, at the rate of two to three
hours a dny. And the result, when gained, would be of no great
value. What possible claim have these men, or any man, to
say : * You shall not learn anything about tho make or growth
of the English language unless you indoctrinate yourself in
several hundred of my fiddle-fuddle distinctions ; the English
language and my book are one- and on no other plan hasit been
growing up for the last fourteen centuries.”

The fact is, writers of Grammars for the young have goue
astray for want of a distinet goal in view - they have been drawn
hither and thither by the demande of the subject on the one
hand, and by the nceds of the pupil on the other—by a desire to
present a logically-consistent theory of universal Grammar at
ong time, and by the necessity for explaining the individual laws
and peculiaritics of the English lunguage at ancther. Perhaps
the most deranging influence has been the influence of Latin,
Dominated by the presence of Latin, our English Grammar,
like the ncedle on board an iron ship, has guided everybody's
steps in a wrong dircction. This unhappy influence prevailed in
literature down to the end of the seventeenth century, and even
longer; it has prevailed in schools down to the present time.
We have, for example, Dryden saying ;—¢* How barbarously we
yet write and speak, I am sufficiently sensible in my own Eng-
lish. For T am often put to a stand in considering whether what
I write be the idiom of ihe tongue, or false Grammar and nen.
sense, conched beneath that specious name of Anglicism; and
have no other way to clear my doubts but by translating my
English into Latin.” And in like manner, in schools we have
all kinds of nonsense about adjectives agreeing with nouns —and,
in general, every possible sttempt made to compel the Grammar
of English to couform to that of the Latin.

II. And what are we to say of the teaching of composition
as evidenced by the books that are most generally used for
teaching it ?

It is difficult to conceive what purpose the writers of these
books can have set before themselves in compiling them. Judging
from the series of exercises they give, their purpose seems to have
been to create penny-a-liners—to teach a style that no living
breathing mortal ever used in speech or on paper, un! -y it were
some fourth rate Grub-street hack of the last century- -to train
their pupils to substitute long-winded phrases for knowledge and
for ideas, and to write an English it which Botlom is translated
beyond all possibility of recognition. T shall bring my proofs of
these statements from three or four (f the most widely-used and
most modern books on the subject. All of them have been
published within the last year or two. Here is one that calls
itself a ‘¢ Practical Text-book of English Compositivn,” and
which tells me that, if T value what it calls purity of style, I am
not to use the phrases “ by dint of argument,” ¢ not a whit
better,” or ever say that * the tables were turned.”

Another, which has gone through eight editions, in a chapter
on what it ealls *¢ Propricty of Style,” tells me that, instcad of

I

the best company, and had attained, as far as the low state of
grammatical knowledgo would then allow, to corrcetness of ex-
‘n-'cssu)n." Shude of Scriblerus | where will this gentleman stop !
'\.lmt a pity it is that Addison, Swift, Locke, Barrow, and
Tillotson, hesides attending to correctness of expressior, did not
attend the “ Collegiate and Commnereial Academy,” presided
over with so wach tasts and elegance by the author of this
remarkable work.  Another “ practical ” manual for English
Prose Composition gives, s a model for imitation, the follc wing
clegant English.  “ The pelar bear is a tremendous and formi-
duble beast. Its average length, when full grown, appears to
vary from six feet to seven. There are instances on record of
its attaining a much greater magnitudy,” and so on.

If, ngain, we consult these books to find out what kind of sub-
jeets they wish their readers to practise their powers of writing
on, we do not discover any great change on the stupid nioralties
of the last generation.  The first of the books I have mentioned
above calinly meets the young writer—who is supposed to be
between twehve and fourteeu—with the questions, ** Which do
you prefer—a classi jal or commereial education ? State your rea-
sons.””  What infercuces are you entitled to draw from the ox-
tension of railways to all parts of the country 2" * Prove a fu-
ture state of rewards and punishments.”  The first request is an
impossible one, the second is absurdand senscless ; and the third
is surcly beyond the powers of most grown-up people. Qur pu-
ristic friend offers for consid.ration and disenssion such subjects
as—* On the Importance of a Good Character ;" ** On Novels ;"
“ On sympathy and Benevolence ; " and ** On Solitude.” Or he
puts such mildly broad, questions as—* Is Law or Phssic more
advantageous ? ¢ Is Agriculture or Commerce preferable ?
Now who among well-read and grown-up pevple have more than
two or three notions to rub against each other on such subjects as
Sympathy, Solitude, Bencvolence? And, if we had, and cared
to commit them to paper, who among us would think of wasting
his time in reading them ?

But there are three prime errors that haunt the teaching of'
composition. It is perhaps unfortunate that this word composi-
tion was ever applied to the writing of English. This term strikes
the wrong key note for the pupil at first; it makes him imagine
that he is to string stilted and ijwposing phrases together ; that
he is to make something * out of his own head,” which, in gene-
ral, contains nothing; and that he is w suy that nothing in the
most roundabout style he can possibly attain to. It isa pity
thet composition is not simply called iwwriting—and that the term
handuriting is not restricted to what sometimes figures under
the quecr term caligraphy. But this by the way. The three
errors I mean, are:—

(1) The use of the Analytic Method ;

(2) The practice of Amplification ;

(3) The custom of ¢ Paraphrasing.”

I. There is no doubt but that the practice of what is catled
Analysis is of immense beneit to those whoare thoroughly drilled
in it. The application of the categories of noun, adjective, and
adverb to phrases and to subordinate sentences—for Analysis is
this and nothing morc—makes a boy quickly seize and unders-
tanG the build of a seutence, however long, and enables him at
once to detect any error, cither in the grammar or in the coun-
struction of it. But theapplication of the Analytic method to the
creation of sentences—to the writing of a story or of an English
paper on some subject that the pupil can comprehend—is entirely
reversing the order of nature. Ther: is a rather clever book on
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“ Composition ” by a rathor cléver man, in which this method is
pursued throughout. Wehave consequently exeroises liko this:—
Mako twelvo sentences on the formula

At 4 B*—C\

Now it is as natural to mnke a sentonco as it is to walk or to
dance ; but nature will not allow her operations to be interfored
with by a semi-algebraio consciousness like this. In teaching a
child to march, you don't tell it to move the gastroonemius and
tho solcus muscles; although theso are the muscles whioh it
does movo when it attempts to walk. To intruduce consciousness
into either operation ia to introduco disenso—it is to introduce
failoro. The longer such a course of training is pursued, the
more disastrous must bo the result; the more wnust the mind of
the pupil be enfecbled. and any healthy natural power of style
that lay in him will probably be killed off. Lot us fancy what
kind of writings we should have had from Defoe_fromn Swift, or
from Sir Walter Soott, if they had trained themselves on this
wretchedest of all actual and possible methods. There can be
no other goal to a road of this kind than poverty of thought,
pedantic stiffaess of cxpression, and unnutum? affectation,

It requires no great profoundness to see this. It is plain that
analysis is the opposite of synthesis; that the mind in ereation
aoes not and ocannot onalyse; that, when it begins to analyse,
creation must stop; and that, in one word, the two—ex vi ter-
mini ~—exolude each other. Seta boy to produce sentences, and
he can afterwards employ analysis as a test of their correctnesy
and self-consistency—but it is impossible for him to make and to
analyse at the same time. No man saw this more clearly than
Gothe ; and he put into the mouth of Mephistopheles an excel-
lent exposure of this capital blunder. I can imagine a teacher
falling into this blunder once, or, perhaps, twice ; but what is to
be said of a person who writes a whole hook on this plan? The
better and more complete the book, the worse und more delete-
rious are its effects, The fuct is, itis in composition as in reading.
In reading, as Archbishop Whately shows, the farther the reader
can withdraw his attention from his own voice and confine it to
the matter —to the feeling and to the logic of the matter—the
better. In the same way, the farther the young writer can with-
draw his attention from the form of the clauses he is writing—
at the time he is writing— the more chance there is for him to
express himself with all his natural vigour and clearness. Cons-
ciousness destroys grace; and yet hero we have a book for the
elaborate production of consciousness i the most natural move-
ments of the mind. Who ever yet learned noble and graceful
manners by studying eighteenpenny books on etiquette ? The
fact is, this gentleman has made the elaborate blunder of mistak-
ing the helm for the motive power of a ship—the governing balls
for motive powor of the steam-engine.

I1. The practice of Amplification, which is a very important
gart of composition as commorly taught, is quite as reprehensible.
t is often combined with a process called Variation, which is
not so bad as its twin-brother, but which has, nevertheless, a
tendency to destroy the natural good taste of a pupil. There is
high authority for the practice of this verbosity and phrase-spin-
ning. Lord Feffrey tells us, in one of his letters, that, when he
was a briefless barrister, he was in the habit of speunding five or
six hours a day in amplifying and ¢ translating ” passages from
great Eoglish writers, and that this practice gave him immeuse
facility in writing for the Edinburgh Review. 1 have no doubt
it did. I bave no doubt that it enabled him to make double as
much copy as he could otherwise - have done. But what is the
result? No ono now reads Lord Jeffrey's criticisms; there is
hardly an idea in the whole of his threo volumes; or, if there is,
it is but as a grain of wheat in a bushel of chaff. If we want to
train penny-a-liners, if the maximum of copy be the aim of our
endeavours, then by all means let us teach boys to call fire the
devouring element, to use such phrases as signify assent for say
Yes, to give utterance to a sentiment for to remark ; and to say,

"

instead of “ The sun shines, " ** The source of light dispersesits
rays.”” (1)

The central fulsity in this process is the same as in the last.
The attention of the pupil is fossibly and artificially concontrated
on words and phrases, when he ought to have his mind full to
the brim of the facts, tho feoling, or tho logical connection of
what he is writing.

JII. Tho third fault—that of Puraphrazing - ocoupics
perhaps a still larger place in all systems of toaching Composition.
It ulso gocs by thename of # Turning pootry into prose.” Special
books have been written for the teaciing of this vile art alone, I
have ono before mo now; and this is what it makes of Shgke-
speare’s Song of Ariel, tho musis and the style of which are of
the most exquisite cubtloty ; —

« Full fathom five thy father lies;
Of his bones are coral made;
Those are pearls that were Lis eyes;
Nothing of him that doth fadc,
But doth suffer a sea change
Into something rich and strange.’

“ The general import of this passage may be readily appre-
hended ; it is simply this:—A person, supposed to have been
drowned, is desoribed as undergoing various transmutations of
his corporal naturo, through some mysterious agenoy by whivh
the sea assimilates to its own native products whatever is depos-
ited in its depths.

“ The meaning in detail, however, is not casily developed, on
accounc of the indefinite allusiveness of the poet’s faday.

“ PARAPHRASE.— Thy father lies under the waves, fully five
fathoms down. His hanes are converted into coral ; what
were his eyes are pearls. His frame suffers no decay; but
every part of him is changed by its new situation into some

rare sea-treasure,”

Such pitiable stuff condemns itself.

The following is the model given by another book of a para-
phrased form from one of Gay’s Fables : Two young bears set-
ting out on one occasion from the covert of a forest, chanced, in
what seemed to them a lucky moment, to light upon a beehive
laden with the rich and iaviting store of the luborious race of
honey-makers. With joyful but inconsiderate eagerness, ”’ &o. &c.
This is quite enough. This is the language spoken in‘ No
Mon's Land 7 and it is not the natarul language of apy speaker
cr writer in this half of tho nincteenth century. I am not here
raising the old controversy under a new form between what is
called Saxon English and Latin English ; the question here and
now is between English an?® no English at all— between the
English of life and thougat, and the so-called Bngiish of a
cranky and effete pedantry.

Now, it may be at once granted that, by setting a papil to
write a paraphrase, the teacher may most easily find out whether
the pupil understands thelanguage of the poet. But at what a
cost is this done ? At the cost of destroying all natural taste and
appreciation, of training him to despise all poetry whatsoever, of
teaching him an abominable slang that he must unlearn as quickly
as he can when he leaves school and begins to write with his eyes
open. The very models of such paraphrasing ought of them-
selves to warn every teacher of sense and knowledge from a
practice so demoralizing. And yet this practice is pursued in
some schools with a fell perseverance that must destroy every
germ of natural good taste. The habitual reading of good poetry
ought to have preserved everybody against so glaring a blander.
For few oritical dogmas are more firmly established than this:
that the best poetry.cannot be turned into prose; that it ceenot
properly be ivanslated at all ; and that the highest poetry exists
only when the thought and the expression form one indissoluble
whole,- In what other words could we convey the ideas, and the
force of the ideas, presented in Shakespear’s phrases— Life’s

(1) Parker.
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fitful fover,” ¢ To lic in cold olsiruction and to rot," ** Flatter
the mountain tops with sovran eye ;' or in Romco’s words to
Juliet's corpse,—

¢ Thou art not conquered ; beauty’s ensign yet
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy checks,
And Deatl's palo flag Is not advanced there.”

A perfect stylo can be altered only for the worse; and no one
can huve reached a right appreciation of the best in stylo until he
has becomo fuily convinced of this its quality of essential untrans-
latableness. Chemists toll us that the diamond and charconl
are composed of preeisoly the same chemical elements; but the
unknown nexus is different. We ocan turn diamonds into
charcoal, but the process is not a profitable one; it would be if
wo could turn charcoal into diamonds. You have, In Paraphras-
ing, the words ; but the words are buta caput mortuum, thesoul
is gone.

« Dann tat or die Thello in seiner Hand,
Fehlt, leider | nur das geistige Band.
Encheiresin Naturee nonnt's die Ohemie,
Spottet ihrer selbst und welss nicht wie.”

A houso is built of bricks; but the house is not the bricks.
There is the design, the construction, and fifty other things.
When the living bond is broken, the purts only corrupt; and
these paraphrastic compositions aro as offensive to the mind as a
decaying body is to the senscs,

But, after all, itis casy to criticise. True and honest criticisin,
however, always presupposes the existence in the mind of the
eritic of a better plun or systemn than the one criticised ; just as
it is the new leaf on the treo that pushes off the old and dead
one. Allow me, then, very shortly to indicate what kind of
studies in English may well take the place of those which I have
been trying to show the faults of.

1 do not think the following programme would be unreason-
able or burdensome. I propose, then, that all pupils should,
before leaving school, learn :—

1, The History of the Language. And ia this would be
included —
(@) Grammar, and
(b) Etymology.
IL. To write English (Comgosition).
III. Certain parts of English Literature. Aad this would
include -
(a) The History of the Literature.
(b) Examination of passages.
(¢) Learning by heart.
And I beg to be allowed to make a few remarks upon each of
these heads.— Educational Times.

(To be concluded in our next.)

Information for the Peoplc on Education,

Perbaps there is no fact in the course of a teacher's carcer
that is borne in upon him by moreirresistible evidence than the
amazing ignorance of the vast nass of the public in regard to
the nature, method, and objects, of education; and this igno-
rance is characteristic, not merely of the lower classes, but of
the higher classes ag well. It is ploin that only a very few have
deliberately thought on the nature of education. The rest
content with foating notions on the subject, are carried away
by the most absurd opinions, and often sacrifice the best interests
of their children to a whim or fancy of the moment. And the
worst of all this igoorance, and the surest sign of its deep rooted-
ness is, the circumstance that all the time people imagine they
know very well about education; that,in fact, they arenot
only able t judge of its nature, but to reform existing methods.
Several public men, who know nothing about methods of educ-
ation, are liberal in giving their opinions on them, and, indeed,
some of them have expressed their decided opinion that, if they

woroe just to turn teachers for n year or two, they could perform
such wonders in the teaching way as the world has never seen
yot.

What is tho oure for all this? This is a question which
ought to engage the attention of all those who have the interests
of truc cducution really at hoart. Thereis no uso in this country
of ngitating for a thorough system of education, if' the public
cannot be carricd along with us. Nay, there is comparatively
little use in establishing the best methods of education in schools,
for tho public will not cure for a sound education. They will
rather, 1n their present state, trust to show and gentle delusions.
Before education cun bo cffeotively given, wo must havo the
sympathy of the parents, And it is worth while to consider for
a noment what can bo done in this dircotion.

Now, first, cvery teacher can be a missionary in this cause.
Lot him carefully study the subjeot of cducation in all its
aspects, and let him, whenever opportunity ocours, speak out
his mind boldly notwithstunding the prejudices which he may
have to encounter.

In the second place, tho establishment of special facultics of
eduoation in our universities would tend to spread just views of
edueation, not only among tcachers, but among all educated
men, Thoe existence amongst us of men speocially devoted to
investigations into the nature, methods, and aims of education,
would be of itsclf calculated to attract attention to the subject,
and these men might powerfully influence the whole current of
British thought on the subject. And those who attend univer®
sities might find it of advantage to listcn to a course of lectures
on education, even though they had no intentions of being
teachers.

And, lastly, we must work with might and main for the better
education of women. Mothers exercise a2 very powerful influence
on the destiny of schools. This influence is not always for the
best. They have not been trained to appreciate a sound educ-
ation. They scarcely know what it is. They merely wish their
sons to be deult with gently; and he who flatters their tender
feelings, though it be at the expense of the best interests of their
children, will in all likelihood have their sympathy and support.
The higher education of women is closely connected with the
higher education of men ; and if better means were provided for
vhe thorough intellectual discipline of women’s minds, wo should
finda very great change for the better in the training of the
other sex.—Museum.

SCIENCE.

BIOLOGY.
DISINFEOTANTS. (1)

Dr. Letheby, Health Officer of the city of London, has recently
made the following report

The scveral disinfeotants which I have largely tested are the
following :—

1. Chlorine gas.

2. Chloride of lime.

3. Carbolate of lime.

4. Carbolic acid.

5. Chloride of zine (Sir William Burnett's fluid).

6. Chloride of iron.

7. Permanganate of potash (Condy’s liquid).

8. Animal charcoal,

Each of these disinfectants has its own particnlar value, and
may be used on certain occosions in preference to any of the
others. Thus:— .

1, Chlorine Gas, being & very diffusive body, is best suited
for the disinfection of places which cannot easily be reached by

(1) This is & most important article but more particularly at this senson,
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other disinfeotants. I have used it lorgely for tho disinfeotion of
the vaults of churchos, where the atmosphere has beon so churged
with offensive and dangerous organioe vapors, let loose from the
contonts of the decaying coffins, that the workmen could not
enter the vauits with safoty. In this manner all the vaults of the
city churches have been disinfeoted, and the contents of them
put in order and covered with fresh mould. I have found also
that chlorine is best suited for tho disinfection of rooms whero,
o8 is the anse with the poor generaily, tho ocoupant caunot be
removed for a thorough cleansing ; and I have employed it with
groat advantago in places where persons have been sick with
fevor, scarlot fover, swall-pox, and cholera. Tha process which I
adopt is the following: About a tenspoonful of the black oxide
of manganese is put into a teacup, and there is poured over it,
littlo by littlo, a8 occasion requires, about half a teacupful of
strong muriatic acid (spiritof salt). In this manncr the ohlorine
is gradually ovolved, and the nction is increased, when necessary,
by stirring the mizturo, or by putting the tencup upen a hot
brick, As chlorine is heavier than atmospheric air, it is best
diffused through the room by putting the mixture upon a high
shelf. The quantity of chlorive thus diffused should nover %c
sufficient to cause irritation to the lungs of those who ocoupy
the room, and yet it should be sufficient to e distinctly recogni-
=able by its odor. If it bo properly managed, the chlorine may
be thus diffused through the atmospherc of the room, even during
its-oocupation by the sick.

2. Chloride of Lime has been very larscly used in the city

during the recent epidemic of cholera, T'he inspectors havo
sprinkled it upon the floors of the houses ocoupied by the poor,
and have scattered it about the cellars and yards. In some cases,
it has been used with water for washing the paint-work and the
floors of ryoms. Altegether, indeed, with an average staff of 46
men, wo have used rather more than 7 tons of chloride of lime
in this manner in disinfeoting every weck about 2,000 of the
worst olass of houses in the oity, and the results have been most
satisfactory.
. 8. Carbolate of Lime, which is a mixture or rather a chemi-
cal componnd of carbolic acid and lime, has been used in many
cases where the smell of chloride of limo or its bleaching action
has been objected to, It has been used by dusting it by means
of a dradger over the floors of rooms and cellars: but as the
disinfecting power of this substance is destroyed by chloride of
lime, it i3 of great importance that they should not be used toge-
ther. Thecarbolate of lime which we have employed contains 20
per cent. of carbolic acid. Itis essential that this should be its
minimum strength, or its power is not sufficiently efficacious.
The strength of it may be ascertained by treating 100 grains of
it with sufficient muriatic acid, diluted with its own bulk of
water, to dissolve the lime, when the carbolic acid is set free, and
floats upon the liquid; this, when collcoted, should weigh 20
grains at least. The advantage of carbolate of lime is its conti-
nuous action; for the carbonic acid of the air slowly lets foose
the carbolic acid, which diffuses itself through the atmosphere in
sufficient quantity to act as a disinfeotant, and it does not des-
tzay the ocolor of clothing.

4. Carbolic Acid has been used as the sole agent of disinfec-
tion for privies, drains, and sinks, and for the sewers and the
public roads. In the former case it has been used in its concen-
trated state by poaring it at once into the privy or drain, butin
the latter case it has been diluted with about 2,000 times its
bulk of water and sprinkled by means of the water-carts upon
the publis way. In this manner about 1,000 gallons of carbolic
acid have been used in the city thoroughfares; and the acid get-
ting into sewers, we have observed that the usual decomposition
of sewage has been arrested, and instead of a putrefactive change
with the evolation of very offensive gas2s, the sewers have been
charged to a slight extent with carbonic acid and marsh gas. As
thete are many coal-tar acids now sold for carbolic acid, it is of
importance that the adulteration should be recognized. This
way be done by observing the strength of the soda solution which

will dissolve the tav acid. All tho inferior acids are insolublo in
a weak solution of caustio soda.

B. Chlortde of Z:inc (Sir William Burnett's fluid, or, as it is
sometimes called, Drow's disinfectant) is well suited for the
disinfection of the discharges from sick persons, but it is hardly
applicable to any other purpose. The liquid should bo of a proper
strength, as having a specific gravity of 1,694, water heing 1,000,
and it should contain about from 50 to 54 per cent. of solid chlo-
ride of zine. A tablespoonful of this liquid is sufficient to disin-
feot each discharge from the body.

*G. Chloride oy Iron is applicable in exactly the sa=we mannor
as chloride of gzine, and is only suited for the disinfection of the
discharges from the body. It should have a specifio gravity of
1,470, and should contain about 40 per cent. of metallio chloride.

7. Permanganate of Potash is only suited for the disinfection
of drinking-water; for not being a volatile disin. :ctant, and
being very slow in its action and requiring much of it for any
practical purpose, it is not available as a common disinfectant :
besides which 1t attacks all kinds of organic matter, and will
therefore destroy clothing and ba neutralized by every species of
organio substance. As a disinfectant of water, however, in loca-
lities where good filters of animal charconl cannot be obiained, it
may be usefully employed to disinfect water by adding it thereto
until the water retains a vory pale but decidedly pink tint. The
permanganate which is sold generally has a specific gravity of
1,055, and contains about 6 per cont. of permanganateof potash,
It will take more than a pint of this liquid to disinfect a pint of
the rice-water discharge from a sholera patient, and even then
the disinfeotion is very uncertain.

8. Animal Charcoal.—1 may state that, for the disinfection
of water and the removal of dangerous organic impurity. I have
ascertained by experiment that the best treatment is first to filter
the water through animal chareoal, and then to boil it for a few
minutes. It may then be safely drunk.

The disinfection of bedding and.all articles of clothing is best
effected by exposing them in an oven to a heat of from 260° to
300° Fahrenheit. The cxposure should be sufficiently long to
insure the thorough heating of every part of the matarial to that
temperature. When such a process cannot be used, the clothing
should be put into boiling water, and kept there until the water
cools to the common temperature.

I refrain from entering into any explanation of the mole of
action of these several disinfectants; for, whether the agent of
disease is a living germ, capable of reproducing itself in the
human body under certain conditions, —as most likely it is,—or
whether it is an unorganized, or, even as Dr. Richardson sup-
poses, a crystaline compound, the practical results are the same,
and are unquestionable; and, in conclusion, I would say, by way
of summary, that for the disinfection of sick-reoms, chlorine and
chloride of lime are the best agents; for the disinfection of draius,
middens, and sewers, carbolate of lime and earbolic acid are the
best ; for the discharges from the body, carbolic acid, ehloride of
zing, or chloride of iron are the best; for clothing, the best disin-
fectant is heat, above 260°, if a dry heat, and 212°, if a wet
heat; and for driuking-water, filtration through animal charcoal
and a boiling temperature.

I may mention that the best disinfectant for stables and
slaughter-houses is a mixed chloride and hypochlorite of zine,
and it has the advantage of mixing freely with the liquid matters
of the slaughter-house, and not tainting the meat with any un-
pleasant odors. We have used it very largely for this purpose,
and it is also applicable to the disinfection of houses in place of
chloride of lime, which it much resembles in its chemical nature
and mode of action.

Dr. Harris, registrar of the New York Board of Health, has
written a circular on the subject of disinfectants, and the man-
ner in which they should be usecd, from which the following are
extracts :—

‘ In this memorandum the words infection and disinfection
are employed just a8 they are commonly understood, as referring
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to tho preventiblo causes that are concerned in ropropagnting‘

speoific kinds of diseasc. These causes aro:—

1, Tho speoific infectious property or substance of any one
of tho pestilential disorders.

“ 2. The local impuritics and moisture of the house and

. |
grounds where the outbreaks of disease have ocourred, or are

liable to ocour.

“ 3. The foul cxhalations and atmospheric impurities which
injure health or help to propagate pestilential epidemics. .

¢« Exyerionce has proved that it is posgiblo by ocertain chomi-
cal agoucics wholly to destroy or provent the operation of the
specific infeotion or contagion of any disease; but, to do this, it
is nevessary that precise rulesshould be observed in applying the
disinf>ctants, and, as rcgards cholera and typhoid fever, it is
especially important that the infective discharges from the sick
should be desinfected as soon as voided from the body, and that
whatever c'othing or surfuces may have been soiled by such dis-
charges shoul? be disinfeoted as soon as practiceble. The fuct
should also be borne in mind, by all persons who have charge of
infected things, that the infective property or virus of some
diseases, and of cholera especially, is capable of rapid increase in
filthy places, and in a foul, damp atmosphere. Therefore, the
cleansing and disinfection of such places should, if possible, pre-
ccede the arrival or outbreak of any such pestilential infection.
Every unclean and damp place about dwelling-houscs, ware-
houses, fuctories, places of assemblage, passenger vessels, railway
dépits, and hotels, should be made and kept perfectly clean and
dry. All drains, privies, and water-closets should be kept as clean
as possible, and should be thoroughly purified before cholera
comes into the neighborhood. Such cleansing and disinfection
give the surest protection aguinst all epidemics.

% Quicklime—to absorb moisture and putrid fluids.— Use
fresh stone lime, finely powdered ; sprinkle it on the place to be
dried, and in damp rooms place a number of plates or pans filled
with the lime powder. Whitewash with pure lime.

¢« Charcoal Powder—to absorb putrid gases.—The coal must
be dry and fresh, and should be combined with lime; this com-

und is the ¢ calx powder,’ as sold in the shops.

“ Chloride of Lime-—-to give off chlorine, to absorb putrid
cfluvia, and to stop putrefaction.—Use it as lime is used, and, if
in cellars or close rooms the chlorine gas is wanted, pour strong
vinegar og diluted sulphuric acid upon your plates of chloride of
lime occadlonally, and add more of the chloride.

“ Sulphate of Iron (Copperas) and Carbolic Acid—to disin-
fect the discharges from cholera patients, and to purify privies
and drains.— Dissolve 8 or 10 pounds of the copperas in a com-
mon prilfal of water, and pour this strong solution into the privy,
water-closet, or drain, every hour, if cholera discharges have
been thrown in those places; but for ordinary use, to keep pri-
vies or water-closets from becoming offensive, pour a pint of this
solution into every water-closet pan or privy seat cvery night
and morning. If there is cholera in the house or in the district,
let carbolic acid be added to this iron solution : one-halt pint of
the fluid acid to 5 gallons of the solaiion. Bed-pans and cham-
ber-vessels are best disinfected with this mixed solution, using a
gill at a time. )

¢ Permanganate of Potassa— to be used in disinfecting cloth-
ing and towels from cholera and fever patients, during the
night, or when such articles cannot be instantly boiled. — Throw
the soiled articles immediately into a tub of water in which
there has been dissolved an ounce of the permanganate salt to
every 3 gallons of water. Boil the clothing as soon 2s it is
romoved from this colored solution.

¢ Carbolic Acid (fluid)—may be diluted at the rate of from
40 to 100 parts of waterto 1 of the fluid acid. Use this solation
for the same purposes as copperas is used ; alsoto sprinkle upon
any kind of garbage or decaying matter, and on foul surfaces,
or in dra:ns.

* ' When used to disinfect clothing, carbolic acid of good qua-
lity should be thoroughly mixed with its own quantity of strong

vinegar, and next be dissolved in 200 times its own quantity of
water, before the eluthing is immersed in it. This mixturo with
' vinegar insures such completo solution of the earbolic acid that
1 the clothing will not be ‘burned * by undissolved drops of 1 cid
when disinfected in the carbolic water. This wenk solution
(1 part to 200) will not injure common clothing. But to destroy
clothing, as well as infection, instantly, uso the acid diluted only
| 10 to 30 times its own quantity of water,

‘ The disinfecting and antiseptic power of good earbolic acid
lis so great that 1 purt of it to 50 or 100 parts of water is suffi-
cient for ordinary purposes.

 For drains, sewers, foul-heaps, stalles, and privies, tho
cheap ¢ dead oil * of coal tar, or the crude carbolic acid, answers
every purpose when frecly applied. Coal tar itself is available ns
a disinfectant to paint upon the walls of stables, privy vaults,
and drains. By mixing with sawdust or dry lime, conl tar nr
crude acid may be used on foul grounds or heaps of refuse.

“ Botiing or high-steam Ileat.—Whenever fou! clothing and
infected things cun be boiled, or have a boiling heat steadily
applied and kept up for an hour, this is one of the simplest and
best modes of disinfection. But until such high heat is actually
applied to the infected things, some onc of the disinfecting solu-
tions must be used. A commoa stemin tub (in a lnundry or else-
whore) with a tight cover is a good disinfecting vat.”

Annual of Scientific Discovery.

———

Afmther Observatory at Quebec.

The authorities of the Laval University are having an obser-
vatory crected upon the flat roof of the large buslding, for astro-
nomical purposes. The construction of this observatory will be
such, that, with the assistance of rails, it will be moveable an«
offer many additional advantages to the explorers of the heavens,
The fine telescope imported last year from Iurope, by the Rev.
Mr. Boldue, will be mounted in this obscrvatory in a few wecks
hence; and with its aid we may hope that to Quebec shall yet
belong the honor of adding something new to the discoveries in
astronomy. This splendid instrument has a magnifying power of
840 times. The reflector is of silvered glass, of the highest
degree of polish attainable, and its curve, which is parabolic, was
traced on the principles indicated by the Foucault system. Its
diameter is sixteen and a quarter inches; the focal length of the
tube is about two feet; and it is supplemented by a smaller
telescope, technically called a ¢ Finder,” being used to search
out heavenly bodies before the minuter examination is entered
upon. The University telescope is of the equatorial kind, hav-
ing two axis of motion at right angles to.cach other, one of
which is parallel to the axis of the earth, both axis being illus-
trated by graduated circles in metal. The mechanism of this
telescope is of the most solid kind, though as intricate as clock-
work; and by its aid, when fixed upon a star, it can be set in
motion and made to move so steadily and uniformly round its
terrestial axis as to keep constantly in view the heavenly body
under examination. The site of the University is said to be
well adapted for observation, affording a clear view from the
north-western promontory of Quebec across the valley of the St.
Chorles and the harbor, for at least five-eights of the horizon,
and by its great clevation dominating that portion of the view
covered by the city and suburbs. The Laval University merits
the gratitude of cvery citizen, for this latest of a series of ucts
beneficial to science and lending lustre to our amcient city.—
Mercury.
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OFFICIAL NOTICES.

Ministry of FPublic Instruction.

BOOKS SANCTIONED BY THE COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The Council of Public Instruction at its meeting of the 10th ult.,
sanctioned the use of the following books in the Schiools of the Province
of Quebec. This sanction was confiraed by His Excellency, the Licu-
tenant Governor of the Province, by a minute in Council on the 16th ult.

1o. Syllabaire, for Elementary Schools ouly, by Messrs, Juneau and
Lacasse, Quebec, 1868.

20. Traité de chimie agricole, by Dr. Larue, Quebec, 1868.

30. Traité d'analyse grammaticale, by Mr. Napoléon Lacasse, Quebec,
1867,

40. Grammaire de Bonueau et Lucat, revised by M. Michaud.

50. Traité de l'art épistolaire, Sorel.

These lust four may be used iu Model and Elementary Schools.

60. Nouveaux ¢lémentsde lu civilité chrétienue, for Elementary Schools
only, C. Delagrave & Co., Paris.

H. H. Mes,

Secretary to the Council.

NOTICE.

In view of the uew postal law making unprepid letters liable to nearly
double postage on delivery, all letters or documents, addressed to the
Hon. the Minister of Public lustruction, must de prepaid.

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

QUEBEC, PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, JULY, 1868.

Mr. Whitworth’s Scholarships.

We would beg to direct the attention of our readers and all
friends of education, especially technical education, to the official
circular, reproduced in our pages from the columns of the Canada
Gazette of 11th inst., on Mr. Whitworth's Scholarships.

Techpical educution has been a prowminent topic with the
British Public for some time, but more particularly since the
Paris Exhibition, where the stern logic of fucts gradually dis-
pelled the illusion that the British workman was in his own line
unrivalled. There he discovered that the superiority lay on the
side of the continental workman.

Very soon those interested in the disclosure began to cast
about for 2 remedy.

At length there has come a definite practical recoguition of
the importance of improving the educaticn of British workmen.

Tt ought to be, beyond doubt, a vational burden since it is the|

national welfare that is ultimately at stake.

No doubt it will devolve on the masters to tuke the initiutive
of which Mr. Whitworth has the credit of having set the first
cxample of hold munificecnce. The sum reprezented by a yearly
interest of £3,000 stg., is a princely donation to auny cause, and
deserves a civic crown.

Not less praisc worthy is the care with which Mr. Whitworth
has considered the problem how to expend this money fo the
best advantage, or the judgment he has shown in his decision.

His breadth of view equals his maunificence, for he includes
India and all the British Colonies, advantage of which we ear-
nestly bope our Canadian youth will avail themselves.

CIRCULAR,
Mgr. WHITWORTH'S SOHOLARSHIPS.

Copy. Downing Street.

30¢h May, 1868,
Sinr,—At the request of the Lords of the Committee of Council
on Education, T have the honor to inform you of the endowment
by Mr. Whitworth of ccrtain Scholurships for Mechanical
Science. As will be seen from Mr. Whitworth’s Memorandum,
Science Form, No. 293. ) he proposes that  Thirty Scholarships of
South Kensington, ¢ ‘¢ £100 each should be open to all of Her
May, 1868. # Majesty’s Subjects, whether of the Uni-
¢ ted Kingdom, India, or the Ccolonies, who do not exceed the
“ age of Twenty-six years, and be held either for two or three
“ years, a8 experience may prove to be desirable.”
I bave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
BucrineHAM & CHANDOS,
The Viscount Monck,

&e., &, &

ScieNcE AND ART DEPARTMENT oF THE COMMITTEE OF
CounciL onN Epucarion, SouTH KENSINGTON.

Mr. Whitworth’s Scholarships for Meckanical Science.
At Whitehall, the 5th day of May, 1868.

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Her
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy {founcil on Education.

My Lords read Mr. Whitworth's letter of 4th May, 1868,
transmitting a8 memorandum on his Scholarships and on the
establishment of sixty Exhibitions of £25 each for the present
year, preparatory to the competition for his Scholarships, and
vequesting that the Science and Art Department may conduct
the necessary examinations and correspondence.

Their Lordships have great pleasure in acceding to Mr.
Whitworth’s request, and giving every assistance in their power
in carrying out his patriotic munificence.

Mauchester, 4th May, 1868.

Sir,—Referring to your letter of March 28th, by which you
transmit me a copy of the Minute which tha Lords of the Com-
mittee of Council on Education had passed in acknowledgment
of my endowment of Scholarships for promoting Mechanical
Scicnce, and to the concluding sentence of the Minute, which
invites further suggestions and offers to render assistance in
carrying out the inteations of the endowment :

1. I beg leave to enclose for the information of the Lords of
the Committee of Council on Education 2 memorandum ou the
sabject of the endowment which I trust will meet with the
approval of their Lordships, and that they will cause it to be
circolated, and the necessary correspondence arising out of it to
be conducted by the Science and Art Department.

2. I would beg leave to ask the Lords of the Committee of
Couacil on Education to undertake the examipations for these
Scholarships.

"3. As respects the preparation of the necessary details for the
examinwtions in the use of tools, I am willing to be responsible
myself with the aid of friends, and I propose to obtain the
consent of a few gentlemen to advise with me from time to time
in whatever may arise in the future for my consideration.

4. In reply to the invitation of their Lordships to submit any
suggestions, I venture to submit for consideration whether
honours in the nature of Degrees might not be conferred by
some competent anthority on suceessful students each year, thus
creating a faculty of Industry analogous to the existing faculties
of Divinity, Law, und Medecine. o& am of opinion that such
honours would be a great incentive to exertion, and wounld tend
greatl{ to promote the object in view.

5.

venture to express a hope that the Goverament will Ppro-

vide the necessary fands for endowing a sufficient number of
Professors of Mechanies throughout tha United Kingdom,
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3. Inconclusion, Iinform you that the necessary arrangements
for seouring the cndowment have been made, and I have given
instructions for the preparation of the Draft of a Deed of Trust,
which will be sent for the approval of the Lord President.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
To Henry Cole, Esq, JosepH WHITWORTH.
Secretary of the Science and Art Department.

Memorandum on Scholars-I:'ps Jor Mechanical Science.
To be competed for in May, 1869.

1. Having offered to the Lords of the Committee of Council
an Education to “ found thirty scholarships of™ the annual value
of one hundred pounds each, to be applied for the further in-
struction of young men natives of the United XKingdom, selected
by open cowpetition for their intelligence and proficiency in the
theory and practice of Mechanies and its cognate sciences, with
a view to the prowotion of Engineering and Mechanical Industry
in this country,” I propose that the following should be the
general arrangements in the first instance, which may be modified
after the first competition has taken place ie May, 1869.

II. That the thirty Scholarships of £100 cach should be open
to all of Her Majesty’s subjects, whether of the United King-
dom, India, or the Colonies, who do not exceed the age of twenty-
six years, and be held either for two or three years, as experience
may prove to be desirable; that ten Scholarships should be
competed for and awarded in May, 1869, at the annuel National
¢xaminations in Science, provided that a sufficient namber of
candidates prove themselves to be competent: that the successful
cundidates should be required to spend the period of holding the
Scholarships in the further satisfactory prosecution of the studies
and practice of Mechanical Eogiueering, and pursue their
studies according to thespirit of the endowment, making period-
ical repocts of them: that the Student should state where he
proposes to pursue his studies, the Lord President of the Council
deciding if the proposal can be allowed, also if the Student’s
progress be satisfactory, and the manuner ia which it shall be
tested from year to year. In deciding if the plan of study pro-
posed by the Student be satisfuactory, as much latitude as pos-
sible may be allowed. If the Student wish to complete his
general education, instead of continuing his special scientific
study, he may be permitted to do so. He may go to the Uni-
versities or Colleges affording scientific or technical instruction,
or he muy travel abroad. The successful artisan should be
cancouraged to study Theory, and the successful competitor
in Theory aided in getting admission to machine shops and
other practical establishments. All further details would be
hereafter prepared and issued by the Science and Art Department.

III. The Candidates mast be of sound bocily constitution.

IV. The first competition should be in the following theoret-
ical subjects :—

1. Mathematics (elementary and
higher)
. Mechanics {theoretical & applied)
. Pratical Plane and Descriptive!
Geomeuy, and Mechanical aud
Freehard Drawiog.
Aud in the following handicrafts : —
. Smiths>-Work. 3. Filing and Fitting.
. Turning. }4. Pattern Making and Moalding.
V. No Candidate should obtain a Scholarship who has not
shown satisfactory knowledge of all the following theoretical
subjects ;— .
1. Elemcntary Mathematics,
2. Elements -y Mechanics,
3 Practical Plane snd Descriptive
with the power to use more of the following classes of tools:—
a. The Axe. ld. The File.

4. Physics.
5. Chemistry, including Metallurgy

[ANT

D b

. Geometry and Frechand Dravw-
ing.

b. The Saw and Plane. =, The Forge.
¢. The Hammer and Chisel.

T propose that the maximum number of marks obtainable in

the theoretioal subjeots and those obtainable by tho most skilled
workmen should be about equal. .

VI. My object in devising the foregoing scheme lids beer,
while requiring a practical acqusintance with 2 few simple tools
as a sine qua non, to render the competition accessible on fairly
equal terms to the Student who combines some practice with his
theory, and to the artisan who combines some theoretical know-
ledge with perfection of workmanship.

Preparatory Exhibitions of £25 for the ycar 1868.

VII. Asthe Scholarship Scheme can only come into full oper-
ation by degrees, I propose from the fund ultimately available
for the scheme at once to creat: sixty Exhibitions or Premiums,
of the value of £25 cach tenable until April, 1869, and to place
them at the absolute disposal of the governing bodies of the
llowing Educational Institutions and Towns, in order that
they may award them to youths under twenty-two years of age.
who may thus be aided to qualify themselves, and must uader-
tak‘(i It&compete for the Scholarships of £100 in May, 1869.

8. Exhibitions to Qwens Col-
lege,

and 2 to the Grammar School,

Manchester, the seat of my

Workshops.

And one to each of the following Universities, Colleges, and
Public Schools:—

3 University of Ozford,

3 University of Cambrilge,
3 University of Lounden.

University of Durham,

University of Dublin,

University of Edinburgh,

Watt Institution, Edinburgh,

University of Glasgow,

Andersonian University, Glas-
gow,

University of St. Andrews,

University of Aberdecn,

To each of the Qucen’s Col-
leges at Belfast, Cork, Gal-
way, Ireland,

King’s College, London,

University College, London,

Eton,

Har%ow,

Rugby,

Ch;:rt{r House,

I propose that the following
Artisans only :--

3 to the Society of Arts,

Westminster,
Winchester,

St. Paul's, London,
Merchant Tailors,
Christ's Hospital,
City of London,

Shrewsbury,
Marlboraungh,
Cheltenbam,
Chester,

Clifton,
Brighton,
Liverpool,

2 tothe College of Preceptors,
3 To the Science "and art
Departuent.

Exhibitions shall be given to

Also onc for Artisans to each ol he following towns :—-

Birmingham, Leeds,
Bristol, Nortbampton,
Swansea and Coardiff, Sheffield,

Huddersfield, or Halifax,

And if there beany of the above unapplied, they may be given
by the Srience and Art Department to any other Scholastie ins-
titution which makes satisfactory arrangements for affording
instruction in Mathematics and Mechanics, Frechand and
Mechanical Drawing.

IX. I wouid point out that the Exhibitions to Artisans may
perhaps be increased to £50 for the year, by connecting them
with the Scicnce and Art Department. under the Minute of the
21st December, 1867.

(Signed)

Manchester, 4th May, 1868.

Josere WHITWORTH.

Mixore on Me. WHITWORTH'S OFFER TO ENDOW
: SCHOLARBSHIPS

At Whitchall, the 27th day of March, 1868,

By the Right Honourable the Lordsof the Committce of Her
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council on education.
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My Lords consider Mr. Whitworth's lotter to tho First Lord
of the Treasury, dated 18th March 1868. Iun this lotter Mr.
Whitworth offers to found thirty scholarships of the aunual value
of ono huodred pounds cach, to be applied for the further instruc-
tion of young men, natives of the United Kingdom, selected by
open cowmpetition for their intelligence and proficiency in the
theory and practice of Mechanics and its cognate sciences, with
a view to the promotion of Engineering and Mechanical Industry
in this country ; and he expresses hopes that means may be found
for bringing Science and Industry into closer relation with each
other than at present obtaius here.

1t is unoccessary vow to repeat the thanks which the First
Lord of Her Majesty’s Treasury and the Lord President of the
Council have already conveyed to Mr. Whitworth for his generous
offer which they are convinced the country will fully appreciate.

Mr. Whitworth proposes that these scholarships should be
tenuble on conditions to be defined by a deed of trust regulating
the administration of the endowment fund during his life, and
that thereafter the menagement of this fund, subject to the con-
ditions specided therein, should rest in the Lord President of the
Council or other Minister of Public Instruction for the time being.

It is the wish of My Lords to see provision made in several
large ceatres of manufacturing industry in the United Kingdom
for affording to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects ample oppor-
tunitiesfor acquiring instruction in the Sciences which are appli-
cable to productive industry. My Lords are of opinion that by
the union of lacal and private efforts supplemented as far asis

roper by State assistance this provision will be best made.

This will be rendered easy if the munificent example set by
Mr. Withworth shall be extensively followed by others.

My Lords will be happy to receive any further suggestions
from Mr. Whitworth should he desire to make them, and to be
informed if the Department can render him any assistance in
carrying out his liberal intentions.

McGill Normal School.
PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS.

The annual public meeting for the presentation of diplomas to
teachers in training in the McGill Normal School was held in the
hall of the school on the 30th ult There wasa fair attendacce
of ladies and gentlemen, in addition to the students of the school.
Hon. Mr, Chauvean, Priucipal Dawson, Hon. Mr Ferrier, Professors
Hicks, Jolhnson, Robius, Fowler, P. J. Darey and DeSola, and Rev.
Mr. Bonar, Rev. Mr. McVicar, Rev. Mr. Gibson, and others where
present.

Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Minister of Public Instruction, presided and
opened the meeting with an address to the students. He said this was
the cleventh time he had been called upon to confer diplomas upon
teachers in training in McGill Normal School. Disregarding other
calls of duty he had come there to-day, because he claimed « kingd of
parentel relationship towards the school, as he had been one of its
founders. With one or two exceptions he hud attended every oue of
the annual meetings, so that he came amongst them again to-day as
much for  Auld-lang-syne” as for the falfilment of a daty. With
regard to the system of public instruction taught in this Normat
School, so much has already been said upon it that he would only be
repeating were he to enter upon the subject. He stood before them
on this occasion in a different position from that which he held
when he last addressed them. At that time he bad just arrived from
Eungland and the continent, where he had been making a tour of
enquiry into the systems of education there, witha view to the improve-
ment of our own systerm. He little thought then that, when he
should next address them, he should be in such a different position—
that he should be o political man. His present position, and the
near approach of Dominion Day, might lead him to speak of the
change that had taken plice with regard to our political relations,
and of the part they, as teachers, were called upon to perform. Those
who were trained in the Normal School, and who would go out into
the country as teachers, weuld, under Gad, largely control the des-
tinies of the Dominion, and partienlarly of the %rorincc of Quebec.
The Dominion of Canada, with the exception of two or three Pro-
vinces, which, he hoped, would soon beanaexed to the Dominion, was
the only representative of British institations on this vast continent.

\
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We were placed in o very peculiar position; ono that was fiaught
with consi\{emble danger, and the success of which dorended mainly
on our own exertions. But if, on the one hand, we had reason for
apprehension from this exceptional position of & country, which was
rapidly growing from a mere coloninl state into something which,
under the ogis of the mother country ap&)ronched towards indepen-
dence, on the other hand we had a great deal to be hopeful for com-
pared with the neighboring Republic. Our country was small in
extent, but we could boast of louger annals of those things which
create a State than any other portion of Americn. He wished those
English speaking teachers of the Province of Quebece not to lose sight
of the fact that that portion of this country which to a certain extent
seemed to  :long more especially to French origin was still an heir-
loom of theirs. The glorious annals of new lrance were as much
theirs as they were those of French origin, And if that fuct had
more prominence in the teaching of our schools, he considered, it
would go a great length towards creating a real national spirit, a real
Canadian feeling, without which we could never hope to obtain any
high degree of strength or of respectability among other nations.
The fact that we, in the Province of Quebee, were a people speaking
two languages, professing two different creeds, should give no cause
for apprebension, and need not be regretted. He beheved that we
were the stronger, from the fact of our belonging to two different
nationnlities. We had at our haund all the treasures which hud been
accumulated by the great men who wrote in both languages. Oue
point which they-particularly iusisted on in the two Normal Schools
which were more especially set apart for those of French and Catholic
origin, was that the students should become masters of the Enghsh
language. Similarly he had constantiy iusisted iu the English Normal
School upon the necessity of the pupils mastering the French lan-
guage. In fact, it was almost necessary now that every one should
be competent to redd and write in both languages. As teachers, the

would have double the advantage,double the chaunce of betng employed,
double the ratio of usefulness it they understood both languages. The
verious duties they would have to perform, and the porition which they
as teachers would hold had frequently been alluded to, und wonldagain
be slluded to by gentlemen who would address them. Still he could not
refrain from alluding once more to that position and those duties.
There were those who believed that their system of public instruction
had not attained that degree of proficiency which might be required
or hoped for. That might or might not be the case. ~ At all events,
any one who would compare the present state of things with that
which existed some twenty-five or thirty years ago, must admit that
very great strides had been made. They might not be able to point
1o such great statistical results as they could in other cosutries, but
that the?‘ bad arrived at permanent and important results was evident.
In the United States an(F Ontario, they prepared their teachersin a
shorter time than in this Normsal School; but he must say that if
McGill Normal School had followed the example of those countries
in that respect it would have been & failure. Thelength of time they
required teachers to train in the school was short enough to prepare
any person for the important duties of teacher. According to the
statistics of 1866—he had not the figures of '67—the aggregate
number of pupils in the schools of the Province of Quebec was
206,000. In Ontario the number was greater, but their population
wags greater, aud was not so much scattered as it wes in our Province.
Being more congregated in towns aud villages, the children would
attend school more regularly, and thus the discrepaucy in the aggre-
gate attendance for one year between Ontario and Quebec was greater
than it would be if the attendance for five or ten years was calculated.
The diplomas they were now about 1o receive were the reward of a
sear or two of hard study. The objection which had been raised
against these Normal Schools was the large number of subjects to be
studied. There wase some force in this objection, but it should be
remembered that the essential subjects—such as reading, writing, &e,
—subjectswhich every student wasthoronghly drilled in were not many.
Speaking of reading, he mustsay thatit wasnot so simple astudy assome
nmle imagined. He had met with people who had received ahigh clas-
sical education, yot failed when they came toinstruct pupilsin the art of
reading. Still he was glad to see that the art of reading had been parti-
calarly sttended to in this school, and with greatsuccess. The greatob-
ject of education was the culture of the mind, and hebelicved it wasa
mistake to suppose that this culture could not be obtained before a sab-
ject hasaltogether been mastered. Intheshort time they were at sehool,
it would be imrossiblc for them to master every subject; but what they
did iearn would go 8 great way in cultivating their minds and prepa-
ring them for o further study of the subject to which their atlention
was directed while at school. The further pursuit of those studies
could be followed by them while they were engaged in teaching, and
this would be a preventative against idlencss and would make their
occupation more pleasant and profitable, both to themselves and to
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their pupils. The prominent feature of education as now carried on
in thiz country, in Great Britain, France, Belgium, Prussia, and the
United States was not so much teaching too many branches, as it was
the cultivation of the buman mind and the prepuration of youths for
their future destiny. He would agnin remind those who were about
to roceive diplomas of the importance of the profession which they
had sclected for themselves.  They hud received from the State un
cducation which would fit them to be useful memnbers of society, and
therefore, they were bound, not ouly by feelings of gratitude, Kut by
feelings of common justice, to mukethe most dutiful use of the means
placed iu their hands. They had received a first-rate religious, scien-
tific and moral education ; they had received that from the State,
and therefore they owed to the State a portion of their energies and
their exertions, They might expect to meet difliculties; but difliculties
overcome only led to increased sutisfaction and pleasure. They might
not always see the fruits of their labors, but if they labored fanthfully,
good results would certainly follow, and this would compensate them
for much of the toil and disngreeableness of their profession. They had
received their training from men of large experience and high scho-
lastic attainments, and now it was their duty to follow out the
instructions of these men, and to train up the young so us to bea
credit to themselves, to the Province, and to the McGill Normal
School. (Cheers.)

Principal Dawson said I:e was happy to say that the school war
folly equal to former yearsia point of numbers, and there wasimprove
ment in the attainments of the pupils. There was only one cause
of regret, and that was, that of the whole number of teachers, so
small a proportion were trained for the profession of teaching. He
thought it was time the Legislature should cousider the fact that
while the Province was sustaining this institutiou at a large cost, so
large a proportion of the teachers were those who received no tram-
ing save what they received from the common schools. So that
too many young persons entering the profession of teaching were
untrained and incompetent for the work. As to how we were to
improve this state of' things it was perbaps not easy to say. Cer-
tainly that which would be a complete remedy would be for the
Legislature to provide that no teacher should be employed except
those trained in some Normal school. Whether we were prepured
to make such a provision he did not know. But there might at any
rate be some distinction made in point of title between teachers
trained in the Norwal schools and those who received no such
training. They might be called Associates of the Normal School in
which they were trained. Thar would be a cheap provision which
might do some good. Another remedy which had been employed in
other countries was that a higher salary »bould be paid to teachers
trained in the Normal Schools. Again, our Normal School pro-
fessors might be employed during the vacation in each year to visit
those paris of the country where their owa trained teachers were
employed, and to convene Teachers Iustitutes. These visits could
not but be of benefit to the teachers, and would zive them a distine-
tion above those not trained in the Normal Schools. Another point
to which he would draw their attention was the study of agriculture
in schools. The importacce of this branch of kuowlegge could
scarcely be overrated. Those who know nothing of the clementary
principles of agricultare could not become good farmers. They had
been teaching agriculture in the Normal School to a certain extent,
but without any encouragement. The Trustees of Schools scemed
to be indifferent about the matter ; but if the Legislature were to
grant a bounty to those teaching agriculture, it would give a great
impetus to the subject, and would be the means of introdacing the
study of aygriculture into many of our country schools. By this means,
too, the teachers from the Normal School would receive an additional
remunerution for teaching this branch. Notwithstanding some discour
agement, he was happy to say that tha results.of the Normat School
were satisfactory. The School Commissioners were beginning to
understand better the difference between trained and untrained
teachers, and there was every year a greater demand for Normal
School teachers. The total number on their list of pupils at rre-
sent was 62—35 males and 57 females. Thirty-two of these were
from Montreal, and thirty frum the country. They had recommended
diplomas this year as follows: For Academic Diploms, I's Modet
School Diploms; 11; Elementary Diplomsn, 35~47in all. These
numbers raised the total number of diplomas granted since the school
commenced to 489, representing a total of 367 persons who received
diplomas. In regard to the proportion of this number engaged in
teaching, he had no accarate retarns, and sn;égcstcd the necessity of
some regulation, by means of which they could slways receive inform-
stion of the number of their graduates engaged in teaching. But,
according to the best information he could %?thcr, 253 are or lately
were engaged in teaching. Add to this number twelve who returned
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to the school for higher diplomas, and the total number of teachers
in training accounted for was 265.

Hon. Mr. Chuuveau then conferred the diplomas upon cach of the
graduates.  The following is the list:

List or Dirronas eraxtep 15 s MeGie Nounas Scuiool,
AT THE CLOSE OF THE Stssion or 1567-63.

1. ACADEMY DIFLOMA.
Robert Laing, B. A., of Buckingham.

2, MODEL SCHOQL DIPLOMA.

Elson J. Rexford, of South Bolton—Prince of Wuales Medal and
Prize ; honorable mention in Art of Teaching, Buvkkeeping, Arith-
metic, Alzebra, Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Aygricultural Chemis-
try and Latin.

Cortez Fessenden, of East Bolton—Honourab.e mention in Measur-
ation, Arithmetic, Book-keeying, Algebrn, Geometry, Natural Phi-
losophy, Botany, and Agricultural Chiemistry.

Mlargarot M. Bothwell, of Durham— Honorable mention in Elocu-
tion, Composition, Engiish Literature, French, Agricultursl Chemistry
and Drawing.

Seneca P. Rowell, of Granby—Honoruble mention in Arithmetic
and Geometry.

Corinna S. Whinfield, of Gremillle—Hounvrable mention in Cumn-
position, Agricultural Chemistry and Drawing. o

Margaret J. Wilson, of Moutreal, honorable mentiun in Freuch
and Latin.

Maria C. Smart, of Martintown.

Churlotte Shepstone, of Montreal. .

Auna L. Shepstoune, of Montreal, honorable muention in Elocution.

Mary E. Swallow, of Montreal.

Sarah C. Lampard, of Montreal.

3. ELEMENTARY SCHI0L DIPLOMA.

Amanda O. Carr, of Compton, honorable mention in Arithmetic,
Bookkeeping, History and Grammar.

Elizabeth Willan, of Vankleek Hill, honorable msution in English
Grammar, Composition and Zoology.

Mary A. Gibson, of Moatreal, honorable meution in Geography,
French and Zoology. )

Ernest M. Taylor, of North Potton, honorable mention in Arith-
metic and Geometry.
. Elizabeth J. Foster, of Montreal, honorable mention in Book-
ieeping.

Jane L- Hart, of St. Jean Chrysostom, houorable mention in Arith-
metic and Algebra.

Florence G. S. W. Holmes, of Montreal.

Jessy C. Humphreys, of Ottawa.

Elizabeth Alexander, of Darham, honorable wmention in Euglish
Grammar, Arithmetic, Book-keeping aud Algebra.

Isabella Anderson, of Hinchinbrooke.

Jane McLaugblin, of Montreal.

Sophia Johnson, of Montreal.

Fauny Melntosh, of Montreal.

Mary Ann McLeod, of Montreal.

Maggiec Thompson, of Montreal, honorable mention in Algebra.

Louisa C. Standin, of Eden, N. C.

Helen. T. McDonald, of Jamestown.

Jane Luttrell, of Montreal.

Catherine McDonald, of Cornwali.

Catherine C. Cole, of Papincauville.

Sarah S. Gladstone, of Montreal.

Annie Cliff, of Montreal.

Emma J. Greenleces, of Thurso.

Charlotte Kell, of Aontreal.

Clara Hicks, of Montrenl, honorable mention in Enghish Compe-
sition.

Janet Harper, of Montreal.

Marion Patterson, of Montreal.

John H. D. Johnson, of Haldimand.

Bella H. Garduer, of St. Louis de Gonzague.

Catherine Harper, of Montreal.

Martha E. Pesry, of Tanneries.

Jane A. Lueas, of Godmanchester.

Madeline A. Monk, of Ottawa.

Isabella Pinder, of Montreal.

Catherine Barron, of St. Jean Chrysostom.

Miss Bothwell, on behalf of the pupils, read the Valedictory,
which possessed more thon the usual merit of such papers, and was
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highly spoken of by the Protessors and other gontlemen who were
present.  Uunlike some similar performunces by young ladies, it was
read in a clear, distinet voice, a fuct which added additional merit to
the Yeautifully expressed thoughts in which it abounded.

After the execution of a purt song by a number of the lady pupils,
under the leadership of Prof. Fowler, Prof Hicks read au address on
hehalf of the McGill Normal School.

Rev. Mr. Bonar then offered a few remarks on behalf of the cler
gymen who, during the last term, had churge of the religious instruc-
tion of the pupils, counselling them to work for the development of
a true Christivnity in their schools—the highest kind of education.

Hon. Mr. Chauvenu wished to suy a few words with reference to
the Legislative changes suggested by Principal Dawson. He fully
upproved of those suggestions, but there weie other people to consult
besides himsell. There was a feeling among a certain portion of
the people against the Normul School; and, though some three-
fourths of their graduates were engaged in teaching, yet it was con-
tivually asserted that pumbers wero educated, at the expense of the
Province, for teachers, who never engaged in that profession. With
regard to the suggestion that an additionnl grant should be given to
teachers trained at the Normal Schools, he would sny thut the sal-
aries were fixed by the School Commissioners, aud it would be diffi-
cult to interfere with their powers. The teachers had to compete
with untrained teachers, and sometimes had to accept a much smaller
salary than they ought to receive. Still the demand for Normal
School trained teachers was becoming greater every year. If an
udditionul grant should be given 1o Normal School teachers by Go-
vernmeat, 1t would, uo doubt, be deducted from their salucy by the
School Commissioners, und thus their object would be defeated. But
as education progressed, teachers would receive greater remuneration.
The time might come when Government could grant more money
for Comwon School purposes; but he could make no promises, as
they did not kuow exactly the state of their finances. In conclusion.
he wished the teachers who were about to leave the school every
success. They were leaving the school with the best wishes of their
teachers, and with his best wishes, who by his instinets and sym-
pathies, was naturally their friend. Whenever they met with any
difficulty in connection with their profession, he wished them to write
to him and mark their letters private, or else call upon him perso-
nally, and, whatever business wight be pressing upon him, he would

he most happy to meet with them, and render them all the assistance

in his power. (Cheers.)
After singing the National Anthem, the meeting separated.

Daily News.

Thirty-fourth Conference of the Teachers® Asgociation
in connection with Jacques-Cartier Normal School,
held the 19th May, 1868.

Present : The Revd. Principal Verreau ; Messrs. Inspectors Valade
und Curon; Messts. M. Emard, President; H. Bellerose, Vice-presi-
dent; J. O. Cassegrain, Secretary; D Boundrias, Treasurer; U. E.
Archambault, Librarian; A. Dalpé, I. Destroismaisons, A. Mallette,
N. Gervais, M. Guérin, Councillors; A. Dupuis, C. Ferland, G.
Martin, P. Marcoux, J. Guérin, J. E. Charland, G. Bissonnette, A.
Primeau, M. La;ﬁ)iute, H. B. Rousseau, N. Paquin, E. Croteay, C.
H. 8. Paradis, H. Rondeau, O. Gautbier, P. P. Angers, and the
Pupils of the Normal School.

The minutes of the last conference were then read and adopted.

The election of officers was then proceeded with, and the result of
the ballot was as follows:

Messrs. M. Emard, President; H. Bellerose, Vice-président; J. O.
Cassegrain, Secretary; D. Boudrias, Treasurer; U. B. Archambault,
t ibrarian. .

On motion of Mr. Boudrias, seconded by Mr. Cassegrain, Messrs.
N. Gerrais, M. Guérin, A. Mallette, C. Ferland, A. Dalpé, I. Des-
troismaisons were named Councillors.

Mr. Bellerose then read a very instructive paper on the method of
leaching Geography. The method, treated so aE!y in Mr. Bellerose's
paper and which, at the present duy, is seriously engaging the attention
of the ablest educationists of Germany and England, consists in pro-
ceeding from the known fo the unknown, adopting the synthetic me-
thod in teaching the Gcogra})hy of the country in which we reside,
and the analytic in treating of foreign countries. Some of its imme-
diate results are, that it interests the pupil and does not overload his
memory with terms of the meaning of which he is often ignorant;
morever it is sure, expeditious and well adapted to the acquisition of
solid as well as varied information. The association, having by a
unanimous vote decided that extracts from Mr. Bellerose’s paper
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should be published in the Journal de U Instriction Publique, wheve
all could appreciate it, and judge of its merits, further discussion
hecame unuecessary.

After Mr. Bellerose’s lecture, came up the discussion of the follow-
ing subject :

What ure the rights of the Teacher, lo. on the part of the pupils,
20. on the part of the parvents, 3o. on the part of the authorities ?
Mr. Abbé Verrcau, Messrs. Inspectors Valade and Caron, Messrs.
Boudrias and Archambault took part in the disqussion, which may be
summed up as follows :

lo. The Teacher when in class has the right to the respect and
obedience of his pupils. This respect and obedience are absolutely
necessary : the pupil who has no respect for his Teacher is little
likely to obey him : insubordination is the result of the want of obe-
dience, and with insubordination in class it is impossible to sucecced.
The Teacher, however, in the exercise of this right, should muke his

upils understand that it is in their interest that he thus acts, and that
1t is a sacred daty inconmbent on him.  Out of school he has equally
the right to respect and obedieuce on their part; and may, and ought
to control their conduet, if the honour of the school demands it.

2o. Itis admitted that there exists a tacit understanding between
the teacher and the parents regarding the education of their children.
This work deserves their most serivus consideration, and claims the
active councurrence of their intelligence and energy. Their wills,
should be one since they are both directed towards the same end, and
from the intimacy of their relations with each other naturally arises,
for the master, the right that he 'Posscsscs, to the esteem, the confi-
dence, the respect, and support of the parents.

30. The Teacher has the right to the esteem and protection of the
authorities civil and religious, in order that he may be enabled to dis-
cbarge the duties devolvieg upon him.

The discussion of the {;orewoing was followed by an address, to
Young Teachers, read by Mr.cinspector Valade, in which he demon-
strated the sublimity of education und the importance of the Teacher's
position, and encouraged them to persevere and march on in the (puth
which they hud chosen for themselves. This counsel, coming from
on who has grown grey in teaching, and in a style which is pecu-
liarly his own, was %igh! appreciated. Itis to be hoped that they
will be carefully studied gy all who intend entering on the career of
teaching.

Propgsed dy Mr. Moise Guérin, seconded by Mr. H. Rondeau:

That a vote of thunks be passed to Mr. Abbé Verreau, and to
Messrs, Inspectors Valade und Caron, for having assisted at this
conference, and for the kind words of encouragement tbat they have
been pleased to address to the Teachers.—Adopted.

Proposed by Mr. A. Mallette, seconded by Mr. N. Gervais:

That the thanks of this associstion are due and are hereby fendered
to the proprictors of La Mincrre und L' Ordre for the sympathy they
have always extended to the Teacher’s cause, in publishing, gratis,
the notices of their meetings.—Adopted.

Proposed by Mr. H. Bellerose, seconded by Mr. D. Boudrias:

That this mecting stand adjourned until the last Friday of August
next at 9 A. M.—Adopted. :

The two following questions will be discussed at the next con-
ference:

“ What is the hest method of teaching Lnglish in our French
Schools ?

And “Is it expedient to introduce into our Fiench Schools spelling
books similar to those in use in English Schools? **

J. 0. Casskgraiy,
Secretary.

Thirty-fourth Conference of the Teachers’ Association
in connection with the Laval Novmal School,
held 30th May, 1868.

Present: The Hon. Minister of Public Instmaction ; The Revd. Mr.
Thos. A. Chandonnet, Principal; Mr. Abbé Albert Chaviguy -de la
Chevrotiére, Prefect of Study; Mr. Bruno Pellctior, President ;
Messrs. I'. X. Toussaint, N. Lacasse, Norbert Thibault, J. B. Cloutier,
D. McSween(g and Fortunat Rouleau; Messrs, F: X. Gilbert, Jos.
LStourneau, C. Coté, Stanislas Fréchette, Frs. Simard, M. Ryan, G.
Labonte, Jules Poliquin, W. Fortin, F. Morissette, C. Bouchard,
Julien Cloutier, Teachers; and the Gentlemen in training in the
Normal School. :

When the meeting was called to order the Presideat read two
letters, one from the Secretary, Mr. Ls. Lefebere, and the other from
Mr. Pierre Gagnon—both expressive of regret at their inability to be
present.
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Mr. Thibault having been requested to act us Secretary, the wminutes
of the last conference were read and adopted uuanitnously.

The President then announced that there had been no meeting of
the council, the previous evening, owing to want of' n quorum. Messrs.
J. B. Cloutier and D. McSweeney were requested to read their essays.

Mr. Clouticr dwelt forcibly on' the importance of teaching Avrith-
metic, and Mr. McSweeney on School discipline.

At the instauce of the tlon. Minister of Public Instruction, a Pupil-
Teacher Mr. Chs. Chartré gave practieal illustrations on the black-
board, of certain new and ingenious Arithmetical processes indicated
in Mr. Cloutier’s essay.

After this very interesting eaercise wus biought to a close, the
following subject came up for discussion :

¢ Is it expedient to diminish the number of conferences and to
change the dates at which they have been hitherto held 7"

The Hon. Mr. Chauveau kindly consented to open the debate, and
in his usual felicitous style addressed words of sage counsel to the
members of the Association, demonstrating the gieat impoitance of
their rcunions as one of the great sources of intellectual improve-
ment as well as of material interest.

In order to prove to the Teachers the innneasurable sdvautages to
be derived from such meetings, he cited the name of the late Hon.
T. D. McGee. He said that this eminent speaker hud been pre-
cwinently a debuter, and that his greut renown as an Orator and
Writer was due in & great measure (all allowance mude for bis natural
talents) to the counstant study and great care he gave to the prepa-
ration of his lectures and discourses.

The Hon. Gentleman also entreated the members of the Asso-
ciation to assist regu’arly atall the conferences ; he morever suggested
to them the idea of specially inviting the members of the Council of
Public Instruction, the School Inspectors, aud School Cymmissioners
to attend their meetings.

In concluding, he complimented Messrs. Cloutier and McSweeney
on the ability é’isp]nyed i their essays, aud requested them to have
them published in the Journals of Education under his control.

Messrs. Thibault, Toussaint, Gilbert and C6té, then took part in
the debate; but no decision was come to on account of the paueity
of members present.

The President then aunounced that Messrs. F. E. Juneau and
Napoléon Lacasse had just published un Alphabet gradué d’ag)rés
une nouvelle méthode, und requested Mz, Thibault to review it. The
jutter consented, and said among many distinguishing features were
three principal ones, viz : 1o, The happy gradution found throughout ;
20. TEL sign that the suthors employ to indicate the laisons to be
made between certain words; 3o, The excellence of the models for
reading. He besought all the teachers to introduce the work into
their schools, because it was more rational and better adapted to the
intelligence of children than any other similar treatise now in use in
schools.

On motion of Mr. F. X. Toussaint, seconded by Mr. N. Lacasse
it was

Resolved: lo. Thut this Association has seen, with the greatest
pleasuse, the Hou. Mr. Chauveau's elevation to the important post
of Minister of Public Instruction, a dignity to which his distinguished
talents and experience justly entitle him.

20. That this Association cordially thanks the Hon. Minister for
having been pleased to assist at the deliberations of the conference,

It was then decided that the subject discussed at this meeting be
resumed at that of August next.

The following Gentlemen inscribed their names either as members
of the conference, or as debaters : Mr. AbbE Chandonnet, Principal,
Messrs. Ls. Lefebvre, N. Lacasse, Jos. Letourncau, Cléophas Cote,
Bruno Peltier and Norbert Thibault,

The meeting then adjoprned until the last Friday in August next.

Bruxo Perretier, President,
Norsert Taisavrr, Scc. pro lem.

Books Reeceived.

Donation to the Library.—The Hon. Minister of Public Instruction
hegs to thank Messrs. D. & J. Sadlier, Montreal, for ¢ Life of St.
Paul of the Cross,” 1 vol. pp. 437.

The pnblishcxs will forward it free oa receipt $1.13,
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— The Duke of Marlborough has withdrawn his Education Bul, 1n his
speech in the House of Lords, announcing its withdrawal, he sawd that he
had been quito aware that some modifications would be necessary, but
when these had been acceded to, he had felt every confidence thut the
measure, supported as it wus by the Primate, would have been accepted
by Parlinment ; but when he considered the state of business in the other
House of Parhiament, and the condition in which public affairs there had
been placed, it was impossible for the Government to retain the slightest
Lope that & measure, involving d'scussion of such a very intricate cha-
racter, had the slightest chance of passing into law this year. e had,
therefore, no option but to withdraw his Bill.

A blue-book of 576 folio pages has been published, showing the area
and gross estimated rental of every parish in England and Wales, and
the number of schools in the parish receiving nid from the Parliamentary
grant. A summary now issued states the total number of these schools
receiving annual grants to be 6992, and the number aided not receiving
annual grants 2271.  The average numbers in attendance arc stated us
follows : 1n day schools receiving annunl grants 895,418, and in day
schools not receiving annual grants 132,413 ; in night schools receiving
aunual grants 45,558, and in night schools not recciving annual grants
11,479, The total average number of children in attendance in all these
schools, 1,084,868, is 5.47 per cent. tn the population of the parishes in
1861,—viz., 20.063,793 ; but it would be uearer to 5 per cent. on the
population now. In the chief towns the average number in attendance
is shown te be above the mean of 547 per cent. in Hull, Bristol, Ply-
mouth, Leeds, Manchester, and Salford—in Salford reaching 7.4 per ct.
The proportion i3 below the average in the metropolis (police district),
where it is but 4 6 per cent , and the same ratio is found in Birminghum ;
in Newcastle and Sheffield it is still lower, and in Devonport it is as Jow as
2.14 per cent.

— The Council of the Royal Geogragphical Society has adopted 2 pro-
posal of Mr. Francis Galton, vice-president of the Society, to encourage
the study of geograpby in Great Britain by the offer, on the part of the
Sociely, of prizes for competition in the principal public schools. The
principle and details of the proposal have been examined by a special
committee, and on their report the following course has been determined
on by the Council :—1. To offer tv.o> medals of gold and two of bronze,
of appropriate size and design ; one of cach to successful candidates in
an annual examination, on subjects of political geography and physical
geography respectively. The cxamination to take place in the beginning
of 1869, and to be repeated in each succeeding year until further notice.
2. To invite to competition about 23 of the principal English public
schools, and a proportionate number in other parts of the United King-
dom ; the claims of other schools to be considered hereafter. The number
of candidates in each school to be confined within such limits as the
Council may hereafter determine. 3. The cxamination to be conducted
by two cxaminers engaged by the Society, and to be carried out by sealed
papers sent simultancously to the schools.

— Uhnilted States—College Endowments—The year 1866 was one of un-
exampled liberality to American colleges, and nearly all the institutions
of learning in the country received donations and bequests in large
amounts, From a table prepared in Yale College, it appears that, during
the year, thirty-one American colleges received gifts in money to the
amount of £500,000, besides large grants of public lands made by
Congress during that year to institutions of learning baving agricaltursl
departments. Cornell Universily, in New York, received £130,000 ;
Harvard University, near Boston, £60,000 ; Tuft's College, Massachusetts,
£50,000 ; Yale College, at New Haven, £30,000 ; Baldwin University, in
Ohio, £15,000; Dickinson College, in Pennsylvania, Chicago University,
and Washiogton University of St. Louis, Missouri, £14,500 eacb. Others
rectived smaller amounts.

— Education in Pennsylvania—~The State of Pennsylvania has a system
of common schools, supported by the commonwealth, of which her people
arc quite proud. In 1860, she had 11,597 schaols, in which were 13,194
teachers and 365,303 scholars. The expense of the system for that year
wes £500,000. In 1866, the system bad greatly increased its uscfulness,
there being in that year 13,146 schools, with 16,148 teachers and 725,
312 scholars, while the total expenditure for the year was £800,000—
which is belicved to be a larger sum than was expended for similar pur-
poses during the year by any other American state.

— France.—Mme Marie Pape-Carpentier.—The Halphen prize has just
been awarded by the Academy of moral and political science to the
avove lady, whose life-story may be thus sketched. In 1833, at the age
19, she began her work of organisation and management in connection
with infant schools, and she continued it in the provinces till 184%, when
she was called to Paris to organise the first establishment founded in
France for the training of infant-school mistresses. At the head of this
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normal school she was placed, and still continues, as directress ; and shio
can count upwards of 900 infunt-school mistresses of her training.  Mme
Pape has been anlso singularly successtul as a lecturer to women on
infunt-training eud Jlomestic management.  Her published works are .—

1845. ¢ The Mavagement of Iufunt Schools,” crowned by the French
Acndemy, approved by the Council of Nutional Education, translated
into English, Italian, and Poriaguese.

1849, ¢ Practical Instruction in Infant Schools,” crowned by the
French Academy, and approved by the Holy Sce.

1858.  Object Lessons,” crowned by the Frenclt Academy, translated
into English and Russian.

1860. ¢ New Spelling and Reading-Book for Infant Schools.”

1862 « Gymuastic Games,” for children, with illustrations and music.

1863. ¢ Short Readings,” with explanations.

1863. ¢ The Sccret of the Grains of Sand, or the Geometry of Nature.”

There were four other candidates for the prize, viz, a village teacher,
with 34 years' honourable service ; an army surgeon, blind siuce 1840,
and author of excellent elementary works; a school inspector; and an
old teacher, whose works are said to form quite & hibrary of information,
useful to both pupils and teachers in elementary schools. What procured
Mme Pape the preference was the importance at present of encouraging
women, whose natural vocation scems to be the trainiug and teaching of
the young, to come forward and devote themselves to that work,

~Educational Progiess—=Far as the schools of Frauce are still from
overtakiug the whole population, the progress made since 1829, a date
immediately preceding Louis Philippe's reign, and Mr, Guizot's education
Bill, scems very great  In 1829 there were 30,796 primary schools in
France ; now there are 69,699, independently of 32,000 adult classes, an
applinnce which had not then been thought of, and 3,572 infunt schools,
another appliance which, though thought of then, had been realized in
so few instances, that no note of it was taken in the statistics of the
time. The middle class schools have increased tao though not by any
means, of course, to the same extent. Again, in 1829, there was no free
trade in cducation, uv schools were allowed except those of government ;
now there is perfect freedow n every grade of education except the
highest.

i',l‘)mt is any Freachman, may, certain conditions reguired by law in
the interest of health and morality being fulfilled, open a primary school,
or any higher school short of the bighest, 1. e. of those which do what
we sbould call university work, the church has kept pace with the
school. 1n 1829, the number of Roman Catholic Churches in France was
29,959, now it is 42,124,

LITTERARY IN\TELLIGENCE.

Samuel Lover.— The telegraph on Thursday brought us intelligence of
the death of Samuel Lover, well and favorably known as the anthor of
humorous stories and sketches illustrative o! Irish characteristics. Mr.
Lover was the son of a member of the Dublin Stock Exchange, and was
born in that city in 1797. He first attracted attention as an artist, and
became the most popular miniature portrait painter of the country at the
time, ranking among his sitters, the then Marquis of Wellesley, Lord
Licutenant of Ircland, Lord Brougham and nearly, all the leaders of the
Irish aristocracy. Ilis tastes, however, soon led bim to literature, and he
contributed to a periodical of the time “ Legends and Stories illustrative
of Irish Character,” the popularity of which procured him ndwmission to
the best socicty of Dublin. Removing soon afterward to London, he con-
tinued his Irieh sketches, which were subsequently published in two volu-
mcs, and followed them with a serics of contributions to magazine litera-
ture, the best known of which is # Handy Andy,” first published in Dent-
ley's Miscellany in 1838. He pubsished, also, 1 number of Irish songs,
among them * Rory O'More,” ¢ Molly Garew, ctc.,  Molly Bawn,” « The
Four-leaved Shamrock,” and several operas founded upon his own works.
Finding his health fuiling under his litcrary labors, he composed a series
of entertainments called ¢ Irish Evenings,” in which he recited extracts
from his own works, and interspersed songs and music of his own com-
position. These proved exceedingly popular, and after continuing them
for some time in London and the Provinces, he came to the United States
in 1847, where he reccived a cordial welcome. Returning, he produced
a similar entertainment from bis trans-Atlantic experiences, which was
cqually well received. His latest works are «* Treasure Trove,” published
in 1844, and « Lyrics of Ircland,” in 1858 —Dmily News.

— The ecssays for which the Cobden Club offer the prize medal this
year are to be written on ¢ The best way of developing improved poli-
tical and commercial relations between Great Britain and the United
States.” The club was formed two ycars ago to advance the economical
and political principles with which Mr. Cobden was identified ; and its
membership comprises the names of two or three hundred of the foremost
I‘beral statesmen and political writers in Great Britain, The prizes are
open to universal competition.

MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE,

—The following obscrvations, which we copy verbatim from an « 01d
Curiosity Shop,” bave reference to animals and exhibit their at least appa-
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rent knowledge of the sciences; also their professions, occupations, and
cnjoyments ; Bees ave geometricinns, their cells are so constructed as, with
the least quantity of material, to have the largest sized spaces aud least
possible 1oss of interstice. So also is the ant lion, his funuel-shaped trap
is exactly correct in its conformation, as if it had beon made by the most
skilful artist of our species, with the aid of the best instruments,

The mole is n meteorologist The bird called the nine-killer is an arith-
meticiun : so also is the crow, the wild turkey and some other birds The
tarpedo, the ray, and the electrical eel are electricians. The uautilus is «
navigntor, he rages and lowers his sails, casts and weighs his anchor and
performs other nautical evolutions Whole tribes of birds are musicians.
The beaver is an architect, builder, and wood-cutter, he cuts down trees,
and erects houses and dams. The marmot is a civil engincer, he not only
builds houses, but constructs aqueducts and drains to keep them dry.

The whito ants maintain a regular army of soldiers. The East-India
ants are horticulturists, they make mushrooms, upon which they feed their
young Wasps are paper manufacturers. Caterpillars are silk spinners.
The bird ploceus textor is a weaver, he weaves a net to make his avst.
The primin is a tailor, hie sews the leaves together to make his nest.

The squirrel is a ferry-man—vith a chip or piece of bark for a boat, and
his tail for n sail, he crosses o stream. Dogs, wolves, jackals, and many
others are hunters. The black bear and heron are fishermen. The ants
have regular day labourers. The monkey is a rope dancer.

The association of beavers present us with a madel of republicanisi.
The bees live under a monarchy. The Indian antelopesfurnish an example
of patriarchal government. Elepbants exhibit an aristocracy of elders.
Wild horses arc said to select their leaders. Sheep in a wild state, are
under the control of & military chief ram.- Once a week.

METEOROLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE.

— The placo of observation selected by France in the Peninsula of
Malacca, to observe the solar eclipse on the 18th of August, has been
cxploreil and prepared with care. The King of Siam has signified bis
intention of being present at the labors of the commission. Indepen-
dently of this expedition, the Academy of Sciences has nominated an
astronomer for the same purpose to go to Masulipatum to act in concert
with others sent from England.

—A remarkable mirage was lately witnessed at Dover, Englaud,
whereby the dome of the cathedral at Boulogae, France, was mado dis-
tinctly visible to the naked eye, and by means of a telescope, the cntraunce
to the port, its lighthouse, shipping, the hills surrounding the town, aud
neighbouring farmhouses, with their windows illuminated with the set-
ting sun, wero plainly distinguished. Even a locomotive and train were
seen leaving the city and travelling towards Calais. The distance from
Dover to Boulogne is about thirty miles,

—Dunng a thunderstorm at Birmingham, England, meteoric stones
from one eighth to three cights of an inch long, and about half those
dimens:ons in thickness fell in immense quantities.

— Meteorological Report for month of June, 1868, Quebee, Latitude
46°48’30/ N.; Longitude 71°12/15"” W.; heightabove the St. Lawrcuce,
230 feet; By Sergt. Jobn Thurling, A. H. Corps, Quebee. (1)
Barometer, highest reading on the 4th, .............. 30.148 inches.

lowest ¢ 20the..coeveceioa.. 20372
range Of PreSSurC....ee ceesvesnse soanene 776
mean for month reduced to 32°........ veee 29.%06
Thermometer, highest reading on the 18th............ 93.2 degrees
lowest « 2nd ......... 411
ngein month. ... .c.iioeiiiiiiai i 521
‘mean of all highest.......cceeevaievere. 788
JOWeEL . evieveneensencrasvensseamaneanas. 526
daily PANZe.cciveevrcres covsrosons censes 262 °
formonth.e.eeiiiiioiiiveieniianerneeas 057
maximum in sun’s rays, black bulb, mean of. 120.1
MINIMUM O EIASS s esvee sovsre sosoes oons 5l 4
.Hygrometer, mean of dry bulb....oviiviiaiiiioaas 695
wet bulb..oiiiiiii ittt eees €09
dew POInt...i.vsvieine ceraisvanenanaans B4
Elastic force of vapour....oo covvit covienvensvenans -419 inches.

The weight of vapour in a cubic foot of @ir......... ... 47
Weight of vapour required to saturate do ..%......... 3.0
Mean degree of humidity (Sat. 100)...... ve vecassesss BB

Average weight of & cubic foot of air................ 5188 grains.

grains

Cloud, mean amount of cloud (0 10)......vevevvenees 507
Ozone, mean amornt 0f (0-20). v veveen cinans caaean 101
Wind, gencral dircctionof.. ..ovviveieveecaenaaaa.  Westerly.
mean daily horizontal movementof........ 1232 miles.
Rain, number of daysit fell. ..o civvee venaas canees
amount collected on ground....eoveven.. 1.99 inches.
« 10 feet above ground..... 1.97 «

(1) The Returns from the Montreal Observatory were not received in
time for this number.
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