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On Creeds and Confessions.
2 Timothy, L. 13. Hold fust the form of sound words.

The term Creed, is derived from the Latin credere, to believe, and it
signifies 2 digest of truths received and believed. The Creed of a par®
ticular Church, is a collection of the truths received and believed by that
Charch. Inevery sge, the Church of Christ has had her Creed, which
her own esperience has led her to adopt, Difterent names have been
given to these Synopses of the truth, such as, Symlol, which signifes,
either a collection of truths, or a sign, or mark, or badge, by which Chris-
tians are distinguished from others ; & Cunon or rule of fuith ; but Creed
is the name most commonly given to these compends of Christiar doe-
trine.

The first acknowledged creed, was that given by our Lord bimself, re~
corded in the gospel according to Matthew (xxviii. 18.) “¢ Go, teach all
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost.” To this short and simple compend of Chrisiian doc=
trine, which is the formula of Baptism, the Fathers were wount to appeal,
as the ground-work of their faith ; and it may be very properly regarded,
as an epitome of the whole of revealed truth.

As many minds were exercised in expounding the articles of this Creed,
and as the truth was misajpiehended, or oppused, it Lecame necessary
to introduce clauses, explanatory of the originul articles; or to draw up a
more particular formula of ductrine.  An example of this seems to be
given in i. Tim. iii. 16, «*without controversy great is the mystery of God-
liness; God was manifest in the flesh ; justified in the spirit; seen of
angels ; preac..cd unto the Gentiles ; believed on in the world ; received
up into glory.”  Which may be vicwed as an ¢j.itume of the truth respect-
ing the second article of the creed.

There are numcrots expressions to be met wizh in the Epistles of Paul,
which, altho’ they may be understood, to comprchend the whole of what
he taught the churches, either by word, or by writing ; yet are considered
by many, to have a more particular reference ; such as i. Tim. iv. 6.
¢« nourished up in the words of f£ith and of goud ductrine whereunto thou

hast anained.”  Whitby counsiders the fullowing vxpressions zs referring
B2
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to such summaries, ¢ the mystery of faith,” ¢* the mystery of Godliness,"
i. Tim. iii. 9, 15. Thoe following can scarccly be rejected as baving
this particular reference ; 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. <*Hold fast the form of sound
words :” the word form literally signifies, a sketch or first draught : an
outline. Hold fast the draught or outline of wholesome doctrine. And
again, Heb. vi. 1. * Leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on to perfection ;" and then follows a statement of heads of doctrine
that had been taught.

Nor is it necessary, to suppose that the opposition offered to the
trath, was the only cause, which led the Apostles to adopt such sum-
rearies. As teachers of a particular system of truth, their own minds
would naturally resolve this system into its elements; and for the assist-
auce, and guidance of those who desired to learn, or to become Teachers
in the church, they would furnish them with such synopses.

In proportion as controversy agitated the Church, it became necessary,
to draw up a more expanded form of doctrine; hence the origin of the
Niecne Creed, and the creed of Athanasius, Superstition ascribes to the
Apostles the creed which bears their name ; no evidence, however, can
be adduced, to prove that they were engaged in compiling this excellent
formula, which, though of human composition, and enriched at different
tirnes by different hands, is worthy of esteem, for its comprehensive
views of doctrine, its perspicuous language, and its neat arrangement ;
and commends itself to the general reception of the Christian Church,

To the sume causes are to be traced the origin of Confussions of faith ;
which are more detailed exhibitions of the doctrines embodied in the
Crecd, accompanied with proofs from Scripture.  When these formula-
ries of ductrine are exhibited in the catechetical form, they are callcd the
Charch's eatechism.  And in certain circumstances the Church has found
it necessary. to adopt a supplementary book, called a Testimory, the
object of which is, to defend the confession of fuith, to state the present
truth in opposivon to prevailing errors, and to give due warning against
the sins of the times. 'The testimony bears the same relation to the con-
fession of Faith, that the confession of Faith bears to the Creed. A reason
may be demanded for the continuance of such formulas of doectrine in the
church : arctlicy necessary?  The reply is, that they are indispensally
necessary. ‘The Church of Christ is an association of those who profess
to believe in his name; besides the invisible bond of faith and of the
Spirit. which unites every truc member of the association to Christ the
Head of it, and to one another as partakers of a divine nature, 2 visible
hond of union is required for the association. Every society must have
an object to accomplish, must hold certain views, and adopt cestain plans
of operation, for the attainment of jts object; these views and plans
digested into heads, or articles, form the Constitution of the Society, In
fike manner the Christian Church must have her constitution, detailing
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the principles that are received and belicved, and the means by which her
object is to be accomplished ; in Scripture she is called a kingdom, and
this view of her character evidently implies that she has ‘a constitution.
But it may be said, is not the Bible sufficient for this purpose? The
Bible is God's testimony to the world, and it is the supreme rule of faith
and duty ; butsince there is such a diversity of opinion respecting what
is taught in that book, it becomes necessary, that every association pro-
fessing to adhere to it, and to carry out its principles, should define its
views and lay down the constitution of the association ; hence the diversity
of views respecting what is taught in the Bible, gives rise to different
associations or churches claiming to themselves the name of Christian ;
those who approve of the principles laid down by a particular church or
association, will naturally connect themselves with it; and hence agree-
ment or identity of view respecting what is taught in the Bible, becomes
the bond of union to the association. ‘

Again ; experience teaches the church, that such formulas of doctrine
are useful and cannot be dispensed with ; they are necessary, not only as
a bond of union, but as a standard of admission inte the church. Persons
holding views opposite to those contained in the constitution of the church
are inadmissible ; to admit them, is to introduce into the association, elex
ments that will work its ruin. Admission into the church is not the act
of one office-bearer but of more, and their choice or pleasure is not the
rule of admission ; but the principles received and believed by the church :
a profession of approval of these, and of adherence to them,~moral char-
acter being unexceptionable,—entitles the applicant to be received into the
association, and to participate in its privileges.

Agsin ; These formularies of doctrine may be viewcd as exhibitions of
the truth before the world ; the publication of these, is one of the ways,
in which the church causes her light to shine upon the world. The dif-
ferent associations formed In one country, or in different countries, claim~
ing to themselves the name of Christian, have a duty to perform to the
world, and to one another ; viz., to declare their own character and con-
stitation, that they may be known ; and the only way they can do this,
is to issue their creed and Confession of Faith.

Again ; These formularies of doctrine may be received as excellent
guides to the study of the Scriptures, preventing the members of the
chureh, particularly the young, from falling into the errors, which are so
speciously spread abroad.

Again ; The church often finds them useful for trying unsound end

suspected doctrines ; hor creed and confession of faith become the stendard
according to which her decision is given. He, who teaches contrary to
the doctrines received and believed by the church, has violated her Con-
stitution, and ought to be cut off from membership.

Bat docs not the use of such formularies, imply o refleetion on the

elearness and sufficieney of the Bible as a rule of doctrine 2nd of duty ?
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By no means. These books uniformly assert the supremacy of the Bibla
as @ standard of truth ; and appeal to it for every doctrine they advance,
Nor is there any indistinctness or defect in the Bible ; the fault lies in
the minds of men, who are frequently unsuccessful in their investigation
aof the truth, because under the influence of prejudice, or human wisdom or
learning, orin want of spiritual illumination, (1 Cor. ii. 14.) and though
it is not pretented that they are perfect, yet, being the result of patient
research, and of the collective wisdom and experience of the church,
they are as perfect as any human compilation can be expected to be.

What relation do these formularics bear to the Bible? The Bible is
God's testimony to the world ; Creeds and Confessions are the Church’s
testimony regarding herself: the Bible is the supreme law of the Cnurch ;
these furmularies are the received interpretation of that law adopted by
the Church : the Bible is inspired ; they are not: the Bible is of Diviue
authority ; their authority is merely human : the Bible is perfect and in-
fallible ; they, being human compilations, are not perfect, nor infailible ¢
the Bible admits of no amendment ; they may be amended and improved:
the Bible is the supreme standard of truth; they are subordinate to it,
and in proportion as they coincide with it, they approach to perfec-
tion : the Bible is the golden mine of divine truth ; they are helps to
unlock its treasures : the Bible is the bond of union for the Church Cath-
olic or Universal ; creeds and confessions are particular and local bends
of union for particular churches. '

‘What authority do they possess? Their authority is derived from the
church which issues them ; and it is just in proportion to the credit or
jnfluence of the church. If the church iy noted for meagre attainments
in Literature and Theology, and for Fanaticism instead of solid Piety, her
confession of faith possesses but small influence ; but if on the other hand
the church is distinguished for her many teachers, eminent for their zttain-
ments in Literature and Theolegy, and eminent for their devoted Piety ;
her confession of faith will possess a very high Jegree of authority,
because it is the more likely, to give an accurate and faithfal exhibition
of the truh taught in the Bible. Such a degree of authority is due to
the Westminster Confession of Faith, which, though not unobjectionable
in every thing, yet deservedly stands high, as a compilation of Christian
doctrine ; the character of the men who composed the Westminster As-
sembly, for learning and piety, was very high ; perhaps there rever was
a tume, when the Church in Great Britain possessed so many taleuted and
pious ministers ; and perhaps at no period since that time, has she pus-
gessed so many faith{ul ministers.

Lhe Confessions of Faith of the reformed churches on the Continent,
also stand very Ligh ; [all of them compiled after tho church had passed
through much tr.oulation and persecution, and when tkeir piety was more
decp toned than ever it has been since ; 81l their compilations seem to be
the result, not only of esperience and learning, but also of much assist-
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ance of the Divine Spirit ; they possess an astonishing coincidence, which
reflects much credit upon cach other, and tends to strengthen the authority
of each other. It is nlso n remarkable fact, tending to strengihen the
authority of the Westminster confession of faith, that although Two Cen-
turies have elapsed since its compilation, and although many powerful,
erudite and pious minds have spent their life time in the study of the
Secriptures, anddn comparing this formulary of doctrine with them, yet no
demand has ever been made for & new compilation, or even & revision
of it; nor is sach a demand likely to be svon made.

Those associations that have adopted a constitution somewhat different
from the Presbyterian, scem to have borrowed chiefly frow this formulary,
Individual Teachers may spring up, inculeating contrary doctrines; but
what is their authority in comparison of that of the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith ? itis merely individual authority against the many who were
engaged in the compilation of this book, and against the many niore, who,
having spent their lives in the investigation of the truths of the Bible,
have lefi their assent to it,—a mere straw in comparison of a mass of
authorities.

Do not Creeds and Confessions fetter the minds of men, and prevent
them from teaching the truth? DBy no means. They guide men into
the knowledge of the truth, and prevent them from falling into error; and
although implicit confidence is not due to them, yet they are as good
guides as the church can furnish ; those who pretend to be wiser than the
Churcl’s formularies are frequently found to be wise only in their own
conceit ; the Teachers of new ductrines, and the founders of new asso-
ciations ought justly to be regarded with great suspicion.

But would it not ve more liberal to lay aside the use of such compends
of doctrine ?

Would it be liberal, to have ill defined and confused ideas of the object
to be accomplished by the Church of Christ as an association? to have
indistinct views of the plan of her operctions and to be ignorant of her con-
stitution?  what advantage could result to the church from having no
bond of union; if this would be liberality, it would not, certainly,
be wisdom,

But that the Charch of Christ, or any section of it, cannot dispense
with such compends of doctrine, appears from the practice of those, who
‘have declaimed most loudly sgainst them. The Congregationalists of
England, and those of Canada, have published a summary of principles,
and also a catechism ;: and it is really pitiful to see them thus declaring
the necessity of such compends of truth or exhibitions of their principles
and yet denying that they have any authority amongst them. Those,
who call themselves Baptists, have also their summaries of principles ;
the Clase Communion Baptists of this country a few years ago published
a con{ession of their faith. drawn up by their conference at Ancaster, and
which is almost an abridgement of the Westninster confession of faith,
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The Open Communion Baptists bave their summary of principles, very
concise indeed, but fo much the worse, because every variety of opinion
might be held and taught under it. The Methodists also, have their disci-
pline containing a very superfirial digest of Christian doctrine. Irom
all this it appears, that no section of the Christian Church can dispense
with a particular constitution, and a compend of doctrine.

Whot is the duty which the Christian Church owes tq her Creed and
Confession of I'aith ?  Her duty is to corapare her formularies of doctrine
with the word of God, to receive them in so far as they are agreeable to,
and founded upon the Scriptures, *¢ to hold fast the form of sound words ;”

“To contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the Saints.”
B. B.

ST T E——

Of the State in which Man was Created,

Next to the Character of God there is no subject the knowledge of
which is of deeper importance to us than the character of man, his present
condition and future state. To know what man is we must collect the
facts stated in the Scriptures respecting his creation, the materials of which
he was formed and the purposes for which he was made—respecting the
relation in which he stands to the creatures above him and below him,
and especially to that Gloricus One from whom all being has proceeded
and whose glory all creation is intended to display. Ii a word, we must
study hira from the moment he was formed of the dust, till his body return
to the enrth and his spirit to God who gave it,—we must follow him into
the future state and see bim placed where the predominant principles of
his nature shall have full room for developement {or good or for evil,
uncramped by the peculiarities of his present condition, and where happi-
ness or misery shall be perfect and eternal.

Man, is not only an interesting, but a useful study. It must, in the
highest degree be useful to know what we are—to ascertain our place in
creation—~t0 know the end for which we were made and how that end
has been thwarted—the remedial system devised by Infinite ¥Wisdom a:.)
the means by which we may be interested in the remedy. In comparison
of this all buman knowledge is worthless.

The source whence our information must be derived is the word of God.
That is the only authoritative document. While however, we assign
this exclusive place to the Scriptures, it must be obvious that as the Bible
is wholly taken up with man, it will be found that its infallible statciments
minutely harmonize with all the findings of enlightened observation. If
it speak of man as having existed in a state, shich, in some of its mos!
jmportant circumstances has lony since passed away, we may sce ia the
abundant remnants of thut state enovgh to satisfy us that the scriptura’

¢ s
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account is truc ; just as we may be satisfied that the deseription of an an-
cient temple is correct while we stand beside its half ruined walls and see
its fallen pillars lying around. If the Scriptures describe man as having
existed in a state immeasurably more pure than that in which we now find
him, we know that that description is true, because, at times, emotions that
belong to a happier era glance through the soul, and aspirations spring up
in it which tell that it iy born to something nobler than its present con-
dition.

Theso remarks respecting the information to be derived from the Serip-
tures and its harmony with our own experience, are made to meet the
unthinking and reckless assertions of those who regard the statements made
in the Bible as no better than traditionary legends destitute of authority.
They tell us that there exists nothing prior to the age of authentic history
but fable—and that all that is told respecting the origin of the buman race
belongs to this class, and that tho Bible contains the traditionary fables
current amongst the Jews respecting the creation of the world and of
man. Now setting aside the inspiration of Moses’ narrative and regarding
it simply as an ordinary historical document, small acquaintance with
human nature is suflicient to satis{y us of its truthfulness. One las only
to look into himself to be convinced that man must at one time have been
in the situation described by Moses, and that in that situation he must
have had u character very different from what he now has. The lines
graved by nature are too deep to be effaced by modern skepticism.
Whoever is acquainted with the many, the fanciful, the absurd theories
constructed by ancient philosophers to account for the existence of the
world and its inhabitants, and for the prevalence of evil under the govern-
ment of an infinitely wise and good and omnipotent Being can have no
apology for rcfusing to acknowledge that all attempts to construct a theory
which will carry all the facts have been utter failures; and that the
narrative of Moses is alone consistent with the character of God and the
actual state of man.

The views now presented have not had, so far as we know, justice done
to them. Modern nhilosophers, in the constructing of their systems as-
sume the non-existence of an inspired record. They proceed on the sup-
position that raan always was what he now i, making allowance for
climate, cducation and government; They admit nothing which may not
be known by observation. And having, as they suppose, discovered the
nature of man they lay dovn rules founded upon these discoveries, for
controlling passions which have gained an unfortunate ascendency through
want of philosophical training, and for developing and strengthening those
good principles which constitute the true basis of the nature of man.
They do not admit a fall from a state of primeval innocency as neces-
sary 10 account for the evil that is in the world, nor the agency of the
great Creator as necessary to bring man up, out of his guilty and unhappy
condition. They find in man himself the rudiments of a future great-
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ness. By thus excluding the testimony of God with regard to the past
and the agency of God with regard to the future, they have produced in
many who are zealous for both a disinclination to all the studies of natu-
ral religion, and to every study but that of the Bible; and thus, 2 most
interesting department of knowledge, a department rich with illustrations
of Holy Writ has been left, in a great measure, in the hands of those
who have perverted it to the worst of purposes. From fthis, moreover,
there has arisen in many pious minds a belief that the studies of natu-
ral religion have a necessary affinity with infidelity ; than which nothing
can be farther from the truth ; for all that enlightened observation teach-
es, illustrates, and is in harmony with all that the Bible says.

The object of the present paper, is to collect and explain such notices o8
the Scriptures have given of the original condition of man,

1. The fact first to be noticed regards the time nhen man was made.
It was on the sixth, the last day of creation that Gud said, *¢ Let us mahe
man.” God had created the heavens and the earth—He had gathered the
waters into seas, and made the dry land appcar—He had clothed the earth
with grass, and had created * the fruit tree yiclding fruit”"—He had made
the ¢ fowls te fly above the carth in the open firmameunt of heaven; and
fishes to move in the waters ; and cattle and creeping things and beasts of
the earth,” and then, and last of all, to complete and crown the aork,—
« He made man in his own image.”” It is a natural inference from this
account of creation, that all that God did in creation was done to prepare
a suitable residence for man. Man, is therefore the most noble and most
important of all ercatures connected with this world. When God had
made man, he gave him ¢ dominion over the fish of the sea, and vver the
fowls of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth,”
and he delivered these, and every herb and every tree, to be pussessed by
him us his property and to be used by him for his convenience or pleas-
ure. These facts clearly point out the relative position of raan to all other
creatures.

There are other interesting fac?> bearing upon this, rccorded by Moses.
Amongst these, the deliberation and solemuity obscrved in muhing man
are particularly deserving of notice. After Gud bad made the heuvens
and the earth and all the host of them he seems to have paused as if he
had arrived at the most important part of the work and to have held &
consultation about it, ¢* And God said, let vs make man i our image and
after our likeness.” This seemis to imply that what was now to be done
was the most important of all.  And this will farther appcar when we
think who these were with whom the consultation was held.  They were,
evidently, persons who possessed the power uf creuting : alsu, they fully
understood the kind of creature by means of whom the wurk of Gud way
to be completed and his glory manifested. These simple and plain state-
ments at once lead us to that mysterious Being, who, while invariobly
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spoken of ONE, is also spoken of as a plurality. The persons cohsulting
were the Trinity.

This is not the placé to enter into a proof of a Trinity of persons in one
God-heud ; but it may be proper to notice the process by which Unitarinng
and others kLave attempted to damage the proof which this passage fur-
nishes, Without taking particular notice of the absurd expositions of the
words now befors us, by the Jews, I chall advert only to an opinion of
modern date and which appears to be satisfactory to nota few. It is this.
*¢« That God spake in the stile used by kings ; who, although individuals,
employ the plural number for grenter dignity, or because they are the
representatives of the people over whom they reign. But it ought to he
considered that this stile was altogether unknown in ancient times, and 1s
of modern date ; and, consequently, that there would have jeen an ob-
vious impropriety in using it more than five thousand years prior to its
introduction,—besides, when strictly examined, it i3 inaccurate, and can-
not be excused on the plea of dignity or majesty, because the singular
form is evidently more dignified, as it represents the authority of a sove-
reign, as concentrated in his single person, and not shared by any other
individual. The most natural and satisfactory account of the use of ¢
plural word, on this occasion, is to supppose a reference to a plurality of
persons in the Godhead.”* The same phraseology is used by Isaiah and
is to be interpreted in the same way. The prophet introduces God as
saying ¢ whom shall I send and who will go for us.” Jsa.6: 8. This
prediction which refers to a new creation introduces the same persons as
in consultation, who deliberated on the first creating of man. The fact
is remearhable ; and as the consultation issued in the mission of one of
this Divine Council into our world as the head of the new creation, the
two passages taken together prave, both that in the unity of the God-head
there is a plurality, and that Jesus is a divine person.

Before leaving what is needful to be said to shew the important place
which man occupies in the creation, it may be remarked in the words of
a celebrated writer, that God has bestowed an sttention on man which he
has not shewed to angels. When the angels fell they were banished for
ever from the presence and favor of their Creator, and no effort has ever
been made to recover them, and none will ever be made; but svhen man
fell, the Son of God came in the likeness of sinful flesh and gave his hfe
a ransom for sinners. And not only is man distinguished above fallen
angels, but even the good angels are ministering spirits to God for them
and delight to do his will in furthering his purposes of mercy to mat .—
Did man but realize the importance attached to him, might it not be ¢x.
pected that he would endeavour to sustain the character which Lis Maker
has given him, and that instead of degrading himseif to a level with ‘e

nrm——

*Dick’s Lectures.
c?
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children of the Devil he would imitate the good angels in dutiful and
affectionate service of his creator,

2, The second fact is that man is a compound of two separate and dis-
tinct nateres, a body and a soul. Between these there is no natural affi-
nity. So far as we know they have not one quality common to both,

The body is fabricated of the matter of which this world is composed :
Moses informs us that the ¢ Y.ord God formed man of the dust of the
ground.” 'The truth of this arcount is known to all ; for the body when
separated from the scul returns to the earth out of which it was formed
and it is not distinguishable from the soil, haviag in its decorposed state
the properties of earth. DNan is thus a part of the world on which he
lives, He belongs to the earth. This world is his natural home; and
for anything that appears to the contrary in the narrative, it might have
heen a happy home to him for ever. Though formed of the earth the
human body is constructed with wonderful shill. No description ean fully
set forth its admirable mechanism,—~The bones, the muscles, the nerves,
its organs for respiration and digestion,—its senses whereby it acquires a
knowledge of the external world, and its powers of speech, whereby it
can communicate the thoughts of the spirit which dwells in it to the spirits
which dwell in other bodies—have commanded the admiration of all who
harve stu”-ed them. It is melancholy tv think, that, abounding as it does,
with the most evident marks of wisdom and geodness, there have been
men who supposed that it was produced by chance. One of the most
difficult tasks I know is, to answer a nonsensical statement. A celebrated
physician sqid well and truly, that if 2 man would study the mechanism
of the human eye it would be impossible for him to be an atheist.

The fact that man, though holding the first place amongst God’s crea-
tures in this world, was yet formed of such mean materials is well fitted
to make him humble. In relation to the other creatures in this world he
occupies the rank of a sovereign; in relation to the God that made him
he is as nothing.

The other component part of his constitution is his Soul, This was not
made at the same time in which the body was fashioned, but was added
afterwards. God breathed into the nostrils of the new rade man the
breath of life and he became a living soul. Gen. 2:7. There can be no
doubt thxt this expression means that God communicated a vital principle
to what was hitherto an inanimate, though perfectly formed bedy. DButis
thisall? Does the “breath of life” mean no more than an animal life
such as all animated beings possess, the irrational as well as the rational?
The following remarks will answer the question. 1. That which was
added was something distinet from the body. 2. The moment in which
he became alive, he became a rational and a moral being. The conclu-
sion then, to which these lead is, that the * breath of life” in man, in this
passage is equivalent to a vationa! principle. It must mean more then
that ¢ God caused the air to enter into his body, that its several parts
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might begin their functions, the lungs to respire, the heart to beat, and
the blood to circulate. For, although this process may be considered as
mechanical, we know that it cannot be carried on merely by mechanical
causes. If a body be dead, the introduction of air into the lungs will not
set them and the other parts of the system in motion. A living principle
is wanted, distinct from the body, upon which its operations depend, as
the motion of a machine constructed by human skill is caused by some-
thing different from the machine, us water, or steam, or wind. Hence,
although we may not be able to prove, that breathing into a man the breath
of life necessarily implies the communication of this principle, yet the
case requires us to understand the words in this sense, especially as the
effect is snid to have been, that man became ‘‘a living soul.” As we
know that the nature of man is compound, consisting of a soul as well as
of a bedy, and no mention is made of the former in any other part of the
narrative, we may reasonably conclude that Moeses, who certainly would
not omit a particular of so much importance, here refers to its creation.
The body which was made of dust, is pluinly distinguished frum the soul,
when the wise man informs us, that at death, the dust returns to the earth
as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. The living soul of
man was created, in the proper sense of the term. It is not a quality
but a substance ; and as it did not previously exist, it must have been pro-
duced out of nothing by the Father of Spirits,” *

I do not think it necessary to institute any enquiry into the nature of
the soul. Our knowledge of it is altogether negative. We know what
it is not; we do not know what it is. It has none of the properties of
matter. It has neither extension, nor weight, nor shape, nor color. Its
existence is not cognizable by our senses; it can be known only by the
effects which it produces. Ail that we know of it is, that it is a thinking
substance. 'There are only two orders of creatures belonging to this class,
angels and the souls of men. Whether there is any difference between
them and in what that difference consists, are questions which may be put
out of curiosity, but to which no satisfactory answer can be given, That
angels are spirits, is the general opinion, and it is certainly the doctrine
of the bible. Modern Unitarians have adopted the Sadducean principle,
that there is neither angel nor spirit,—that the soul is material, and that
good angels mean good thoughts and bad angels bad thoughts,—that there
is no devil, and that the **Spirit of God ” is only a poetical phrase for an
exertion of the power of God. Dogmas of this kind it were idle to an-
SWer.

The soul of man is destined to immortality. The argumert, howerver,
commonly used in support of this is obviously an unsound one, viz. that
the soul is immaterial and therefore Zmortal, The utmost extent to
which: this can be carried, is, that the soul is not subject to those physieal

# Dick’s Lectures, p. 408,  Philadelphia ed., 1838,
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laws which occasion the dissolution of our materiul bodies; but to acsars

that it has in it a principle of independent and cternal existence merely
because it cannot die in the sonse in which bodies die, is at once to forget

that it is a creature and dependent lor the continuance of itg existence
upen the will of Him who created it.  Material bodics are as cupable of
imemortality as immaterial spivits if God willed it,

*¢ The two constituent parts o' humen nature were joined torgther by an
invisible and mysterious tie.  Although they possess no quulity in  cora-
mon, and it might scem, therefore, that they could no more operate upon
each other then if theywere separated by an interval as wide as the spaco
between heaven and earth, yet, by the will of God, which is the cause of
all relations and connexions between created things, the soul moves tho
boldy, and the bedy affects tho soul by its ergans of sense, and all its modi-
fications, Thus united, they constitute ene individua!, as really as if the
essence of man, like that of the angels, had been perfectly simple, Weo
cannot explain the fact, but wo are all assured of it by expericuce,” ¢

TO BE COXTIN JED,

T

MISSIONARY DEPARTUENT.

—

NMissionary Report of the United Associate Syned, for 1843.

IOME NISSIONS.

Irc presenting their report for another year, the Commitiee on Home
Missions feel called npon, as on former oceasions, to express thanksgiving
to God for the continued countenance he has beon afiording to that branch
of the Synod's missionary undertaling, with the dircetion of which they
have been entrusted,—and for the okens of encouragement and success
with which, amidst mauy oppesing difliculties, he has been pleased to
Dbless the Iabours of those who have been more immiedintely engoged in
carrying forward its operations.  No work, in which (he agency of man
is employed, has higher claims to be regarded as emphatically the work
of God, than the establishment and extension of Gud'’s own kingdom and
cause in our world, and the in-gathering of precious souls into the fold of
the Redvemer ; and nothing, accordingly, can be mere befitting than that
those who are honered to be ¢“labourers together with God” in the ad-
vancement of his merciful designs, should, in every step which they take
in their procedure, acknowledge their dependence upon Him, and, in every
instance of success attendant on their exertions, ascribe the glory te Him

» Dick’s Leatures,
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which is due unto his name. It is now fiffcen years since the Homo Min-
swn of the Synod, accarding to tho principles on which it is at peegen
conducted, was first established ; aud while, frome its commencement,
theru never lwve been wanting, from year to year, amplo grounds on
which to ¢¢ bless God and to ke courage” in going forward, as & Chureh,
in the work of evangelization in regard to our country, at no former
periud, perhaps, in i< history, has tho Home branch of our Mission cever
accupied n more important or interesting positivn,—whethier as it regards
the extent of the agency nnder ity command, the means and opportunities
of usefulness placed at its disposal, or ¢ the wide and effectuanl door”
which, in his providence, God seems to he opening up, for the more
grenerul  diffusion throughout the land, by a purely spiritual instrumen-
tality, of the truths of the gospel,

Befure noticing some of the usual details which fall to be included in
their Report, the Committce beg to submit the following gencral state-
ment, presenting n summary view of the existing condition of the Hemo
Rission, and of the more important results arising from its operations ;—
There are at present altegether 63 regulnr Home Missionary Congrega-
tions and Stations (besides sub-Stations) connected with the 8ynod.  'Theso
congregations and Stations of a Missionary character. are seattered over
tho most destitute parts of Scotland, some of the border counties of Eng-
Iand, the Orkney and Shetland Isles, and the northern and western High-
Iands, All of them ure supplied with regularly ordained Ministers, or
educated and licensed preachers, who, besides dispensing the word of
life, and discharging other pastoral duties to those who wuit upon their
minjstrations, take frequent opportunitics of preacling the gespel in the
more neglected districts sround.  About 15,607 of all classes, muny of
whom have been reclmimed from a state of ignorance and vice, depend on
the Syi.d's Homo Mission fur religionz instruction, and a supply of the
ordinances of the grespel.  Of these, 12,000 are ordinary hearers of the
word, including 2,833 who are now merabers of the Unmted Secession
Chuich ; and sbout 3,000 are young persens who attend Sabbath and
bible classes, und are in the way of receiving a course of religious training
and instruction which, by the blessing of God, is fit to mule them wiso
unto salvativn.  Upwards of 2,000, connected with the Stations, give evi-
dence of their piety and of their growing attachment to religious exercises,
by their stated attendance on the public and social prayer meetings which
have been instituted for their benefit,  The whole of the expenses of the
Home Missionary estublishment connected with the Synod, amounted
last year to upwards of £5,000. Of this sum, £2,550 were contributed
hy the Missivnary Stations and Congregations themselves; and the rest
by the Synod's Mission Fund, including the sums advanced for the spe~
cial support of particular Staticns, and for city missionary operations, by
different Congregzations belonging to the body.  The sum raiscd for Scees-
sion Misgsions last year, both Home and Foreign, was £6,500. The
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aggregate amount contributed by the United Secession Church during the
year, not only for their own Dissions, but for Missions of all kinds, was
upwards of £9,000,

[Here follows a tabular statement of the stations, and the Prosbyteries
under whose superintendence they are placed,]

Leaving out of view a considerable number of substations, where the
gospel is preached, and others connected with City Mission operations,—
in the above table amounting, inall, to sixty-three. are included the Sy~
nod's Missionary Congregations,—the Stations with located preachers,—
preaching Stations,—and those stations which are connected with the
Gaelic Mission. In regard to all of these different branches of the Home
Mission of the Synod, the Committee are happy to have it in their power
to report thet they are in a favourable condition.

DMISSIONARY CONGREGATIONS,

The Missionary Congregations under the care of the Synod are, as
last year, fwenty-six iv pumber. Notwithstanding the depressing influ-
ence under which these infant Congregations have been placed, and the
pressure of the times which, during the last year, bas borne with peculiar
severity upon their interests, it is gratifying to be able to state that, gen-
erally, they have, as hitherto, maintained their ground,—that many of
them have been adding considerably to their numbers, although their
members have been constantly removing to other quarters,~that the min-
isters placed over them have been manifesting the same hearty earnestness
and zeal in their work in seeking to do good 10 the souls of men,—and
that the plans of usefulness established in conrection with them, more
especially with a view to the religious instruction of the young, have con-
tinued to be prosecuted with unabated vigour. The following extract from
the Report of the Presbytery of Orkney, in reference to two of the Mis-
sionary Congregations under their inspection, cannot fail to be inter-
esting :~

SaxpwicE.~The membership of the congregations, of which the Rev.
William McGowan is the stated pastor, is 116. The general audience
has somewhat increased during the year. It now numbers about 200, all
of whom, during the services of the sanctuary, arc attentive and apparently
interested. There are 12 weckly fellowship-meetings, the membership of
which is, in al}, 78. Two monthly missionary meetings are held also for
prayer, at which the attendance is good” and increasing, and the interest
in missionary intelligence communicated is very considerable. The at-
teudance upon the Sabbath school is 63. The week-day male class
numbers 45 ; the female class 76. The attention of this last mentioned
class, especially to the exercises preseribed, is very promising, and their
attendance most regular. There are two Sabbath schouls, which have 2
connesion with the Congregation in the parish of Birsay, at each of which
the atiendance is from 20 te 30, with a considerable number of hearers.
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The week-day school, some time ago established, continues to gice general
satisfaction, the present number of pupils being from 70 to 80. Two
week-day schoole in Harray and Birsay, conducted by young men con-
nected with the congregation, having about 40 pupils in each, are also in a
satisfactory state. ‘There has heen sermon pretty frequently Guring the
year in some of the remoter districts of Sandwick, and in several of the
surrounding districts of Birsay and Harray. ‘Upon the whole,” Mr.
McGowan writes, “looking at the circumstances of this Congregation at
present, and calling to mind our condition in former years, though we are
not without our causes of grief and humiliation, we have abundant reasons
to thank God and to take courage.”

Rovsax.—The membership of this Congregation, under the ministry of
the Rev. John McLellan, is 170 ; and the general audience, when the
weather is favorable, 260. The weekly fellowship-meetings continue to
be maintained with regularity and interest. There are four stations,—
one distant from the Church six miles ; two distant three miles each, and
one in the island of Eagleshay, where Sabbath scheols, 2nd monthly mis-
sionary prayer-meetings are held. The schools have an agreeable regu-
Jar attendance of 200, and the attention and diligence of the scholars are
commendable. 'The prayer-meectings are generally crowded, and much
interest is manifested. There is a week-day school in Rousay of 20
pupils, and another at Eagleshay of 30,—the latter greatly aided by J.
Baikie, Esq., the proprietor, and both deriving assistance from the first
Congregation of Alloa. The library new contains 212 volumes ; and the
readers are in proportion of one to each family in the congregation.
Owing to the great distence of 2 large proportion of the members of the
Congregation, and of the ishabitants of the Island, hoth from our place
of worship and that of the Establishment, there is frequent Sabbath
evening and week-day sermon, which is the more necessury, as the
wesother, more especially in winter, renders the attendance of the
people impossible. Many in the remote districts of Rousay, and in the
adjacent smaller islands, have thus opportunities, very seldom otherwise
obtainable, of hearing the gospel. VWhen such opportunities are presented,
thie attendance is always good and encouraging. ¢ The weekly meetings
for prayer,” writes Mr. McLellan, in a communication lately received
from him in reference to the state of the Congregation, < although not
quite so numerous from local causes, asin the two preceding sezsons,
contain as great a number of the members of the congregation as formerly;
and from the regularity with which they are held, notwithstanding the
badness of the roads, and the storminess of the weather in the winter
period, there is good reason to hope that such meetings are regarded as
seasons of sweet communion. I may state that at one of the meetings, at
which I happened accidentally to be present, I felt very much interested
in the devotional exercises, which were conducted in part by some of the
young men who joined the church under my own ministry, My thouglits
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at the time were, that had I no other encouragement to labour with re«
newed assiduity in those islands, than the spectacle which is now present-
ed, of witnessing the young reared under my own ministrations, taking tho
place of the old in leading the devotions of the brethren, there was
inducement enough in this to lead me to devote mysell with renewed
vigour to the work in which I was engaged, in the lively hope that my
labour should not be iu vain.”

In the several congregations noticed above, there have been additions
to the membership during the year, but they have not much exceeded the
number of disjunctions. The want of sdequate employment renders
necessary a considerable emigration, more especially of the youthful pupu-
lation of the islands ; and the Churches have constantly to regret, as far ag
their own interests and outward prosperity are concerned, the removai of
the young, and these most frequently the most promising of their members.
In these circumstances, while the ministers who are engaged in rearing
these infant Churches, are furnished with very powerful inducements to
continue their labours, thet the young who are trained up under their
ministrations may, wherever they go, be ““a seed that shall serve the
Lord,” the cause of truth and of piety, is identified with their exertions, and
puts forth the most powerful elaims upor the members of other churches.
The education,—especially the religious instruction of the vouth,—is here,
if any where, of paramount importance. It were difficult to estimate the
amount of influence exerted by those who are religiously educated, when
they are scattered, as the Orkney youth frequently are, over all parts of
the world. The schools and classes attached to the different Congrega-~
tions are objects of deep pastoral solicitude, and are now, as they ulways
have been, under constant pastoral superintendance., They might be very
considerably increased in number, were the means of support only fur-
nished to promote their extension. Thanks are due to those churches
which are at present extending their aid. In connesion with other minis-
terial work, pastoral visitation has, as usual, during the year, been con-
tinually prosecuted. It has been extended not only to the members them-
selves of the several Congregations, but, where opportunities invited, to
their neighbors, and also to the general hearers who attended upon ordi-
nances. Public addresses have been frcquently delivered likewise in the
districts visited, As is common in the United Secession Church, the
families of the Congregations have been regularly examined—the young
as to religious knowledge, the old as to personal religivn. Religious
tracts have been estensively circulated throughout the islands, and bave
done much good. If any advancement has been made in religion, much,
under God, is to be ascribed to the spirit engendered, and the holy influ~
ence promoted, by the fellowship meetings for prayer and religious
conference, which have been under the regular superintendance of the
Elders, and have been frequently visited by the Ministers. It is the
carnest and pervading desire of the Associated Chuiches throughout this
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island, that God may pour out upon them in still more copious measure,
his Spirit as * o Spirit of grace and of supplication,” that they may be
humbled on account of past shortcumings,—that they may be excited to
diligence and activity in seehing to reach to still higher degrees of holy
attainment,—that his own work in the midst of the years may be revived
amongst there,—so that from them, as @ portion of his own heritage, o
revenuc of praise may arise to his holy name.

In the other Congregations of a missionary character connected with
the Synod, the same or similar plaus of usefulness are prosecuted, and
God is blessing the labours of his servants, who ure placed over them, in
the same manner, with more or less success.  The result of these labours
cannot row be fully estimeted,—*¢ the day shell declare it.” In the
meanwhile, how earnestly cught all who are interested in the cause of
truth, and the progress of the gospel, and the religivus training of a young
and rising generation, to seck that God may strengthen the hands of his
servants more and more for the work in which they are engaged, and
make them the honored instruments of turning many ¢ from darkness to
light, and from the service of Satan to thut of the living and true God !”

STATIONS WITII LOCATED PREACHERS.

The number of Stations enjoying at present the bencfits of the system
of location is twenty. These are variously situated in different parts of
the country. In the case of sume of these Stations, a regular dispensa-
uon of divine ordinances has been established, and the preaching of the
gospel and other means of instruction that have been employed, have
been aticnded with marled and pleasing effects.  In regard to all of them,
it may be said, that the ** Lwcating Systemn,” by which a Preacher is led
to settle down in one place, and to devote his attention to Jissionary work
for three, six, or twelve months, or upwards, has been productive of emi-
nent advantage. The labours vf Preachers so occupied, are most inter-
esting ; and, viewed in relation tu the sphere in which they are situated
are, in the highest degree, useful. The following are 2 few extracts
from the Reports of some of the Preachers who were located for different
periods at our Stations during the past year :—

« According to appointment,” writes one who was sent to a very needful
Station on the borders of England,—* I entered on my labours at
in January, and continued during the months of January, February, and
DMarch, to follow out the design of my mission. I preached every Sab-
bath—morning and evening. The attendance varied from 35 to 75,
There was o Sabbath schoul 1aught in the afterncon, attended by about 24
boys and girls.  Some of them were merely learning to read and appeared
to receive no other instruction than that which they here obtained. We
had 2 prayer meeting every Thursday «vening, attended by from 20 to
24, I visited the people one or wwo days every week and distributed

religious tracts. The town contains & population of €600 or 7000 souls.
2
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The great majority of the peoplo go to no place of worship. They are
sunk in ignorance and wickedness, and seem to care nothing whatever for
their never-dying souls. Our Station was commenced nearly three years
ago. There has been a slight increase in the attendance during the last
few months. The place of worship is situated in a very bad loeality,
which operates greatly against the success of the Station. If they had a
better place of worship, and an ordained Missionary settled among them,
it is my opinion that the numbers would gradually increase. Some of the
people connected with it take a deep interest in its prosperity, and are
willing to do all in their power to support the gospel amongst them.

Another Preacher, in giving an account of the Station to which he was
appointed, thus writes :—

¢« The Station to which I was appointed is about 20 miles from Carlisle
and 40 frora Newcastle. The locality in which it is situated is very desti-
tute indeed. The population is large, and the need for a preached gospel
is correspondingly great. " It is a mining district. Ignorance in reference
to the things which belong to salvation, abounds to a very Iamentable extent.
‘Wickedness also, as might be expected, abounds in almost every shape.
There are a few who give evidence of their piety by the effurts they make
to procure and to continue among them—swhat they seem to prize most
highly—a dispensation of the ordinances of the gospel. The place in
which our meetings were held is tolerably good. It isa large room,
which is granted, free of expense, by one who takes an interestin the
prosperity of the Station. The tenure by which it is held, however, is
precarious, as there is o probability that it will soon be required for a dif-
ferent purpose from that for which it is at present employed. Were there
larger and better accommedation furnished, the Station would undoubtedly
improve.

¢« We met twice on Sabbath—in the forenoon and evening. The au-
dience would, on these occasions, be about 30 in the morning, and 120 in
the evening—a large number, considering the circumstancos of the
place. Sermon was kept up at 2 village not far from the place on the
Tuesday evenings. The attendarce continued throughout to be good.
There might be 40 and upwards at these weekly meetings. I open-
ed a class for the young and for aduits, There were upwards of
thirty who met for reading and hearing the word explained, and for ex-
amination and prayer. 1 fondly hope that this Station will be con-
tinued. Good has already been effected in this place by the simple
preaching of the cross of Christ, and by the labours of those whom you
have sent forth to make known to perishing men the way of salvation,”

TO BE CONTINUED,
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Political Position of the New Secession from the Church of Scotlamnd.

—

[From the Wigtonshire Free Press.]

There may at this moment appear to be three distinct and powerful
religious bodies amongst us—the Church Establishment, the Voluntaries,
and the Free Church—but in reality the two last are one. T'.e position
which the new seceders have taken up is not a new one ; it is simply that
of the other seceders who had gone before them and preoccupied the
ground ; setting them the example of spurning the shackles of the state,
and relying for their means of usefulness and influence unly on that sup-
port which the zeal and sympathy of their flocks might afford. These
were the men who raised the standard of dissent in difficult and danger-
ous times—who endured obluquy and suffered persecution—who, unsup-
ported by wealth, and unbacked by numbers, frowned on by the great,
shunned by the prejudiced, and suspected or ridiculed by the muliitude,
still kept on steudily their rugged path, established their missions, institu-
ted their scheols, multiplied their humble congregations, and persevered
in disseminating their principles through the land, tll at length, from small
beginnings sising to more ambitivus ends, the Dissenters of Scotland have
come forward in their strength, and boldly flung their principles in the
face of the Establishment itself; and achieving great services to the
courfry (not only by the spur which they have given to the efforts of chat

‘Estabhishment, but by their strenuous exertions for the education of the

people, and the zeal and intrepidity with which they have devoted them-
selves to the vindication of their civil and religious rights), the Dissenters,
from being a small and proscribed body, are now powerful in numbers,
powerful 1 character, powerful in their union among themselves, power-
ful above all in that earnestness of feeling, and integrity and stubborness
of principle, which always make men formidable in a cause which they
believe to be identical with truth. They are not men to be lightly shoved
aside for others to occupy the position which they have made strong ; it
is theirs—they will maintain it—they cannot be expelled from it. ~ But
though they will not give place, they will give room to others, and welcome
all who, adopting their principles, are ready to avow them,

Now, what will the Free Church do—we would rather ask, what can
she do? Cun she take up a middle course, and halt half way between
the Establishment which has been quitted and the Dissenters that have
been approached?  We think it is impossible, and we are sure that they
who calculate on such a course over-estimate the strength and the durabil-
ity of the new church. They are led away by present appearances, and
forget that the aspect will not always be as favorable and imposing as it is
now. The secession is a novelty—one that has struck the senses, and
been the wonder of the day, and its authors, of course, the lions of the
day. But lions suon go out of fashion, and nine days is the proverbial
duration of a wonder. The multitude may be capricious, but there is
some sense in its caprice ; it must have something more to rest upon
than a movement or an event; it must have something tangible-—~some-
thing practical,—something useful in the result. The Nonintrusionists
way hitherto have been influenced by their leaders, but they mnst here-
afier adopt some principle as their guide and their cement ; and that prin-
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ciple must merge them with one of the existing pasties. They are not
strong enough, and when the first burst of excitement is over, they will
not be important enough to form a separate party of themselves. The
very sensation which they have been enabled to create has been owing 10
the accident of their position. The importance of a man’s acts is oftener
the result of the opportunities he enjoys than of any particular qualities of
mind or body that he pussesses. = k * They are
strong enough to be powerful ausiliaries to any party, but not strong
enough to remain a separate party of themselves.  To remain together as
g party at all, they must have a clear, defined, practical object in view ;
and this they will only attain by embracing twithout reserve the principles
of the Dissentcrs—the most important one they have adopted—but they
must eventually go farther, or they have already gone too far. On what
ground have they guitted the Iistablishment? because, nccording to the
interpretation of the law, it was unchristian. But if that be their opinion,
can they stop there?  Dust they not go on to say, that what is so obnoxs
ious must be got rid of?  Such is the view which plain, practical men
must feel that the framers of the Free Church are shut wp to. 'This
indeed is their enly justification for the course they have already adopted—
the only practical result they can hope from it—otherwise it must appear
that, as regards the Establishment, they have inflicted very gross and
wanton mischicf, without holdiag out any public advantage to be guined
by their emphatic conderanation of that which they are not unwilling to
perpetuate.

We are looking beyond the present moment. e believe the changes
we anticipate will be brought on by the slow but sure progress of events,
and not at the biddine or design of auy set of men. It is difficult for the
pariies we are speaking of to sec their position all at once. 'T'he smoke
and dust of the engagement have not yet cleared away, and it will take
some time before they can discriminate between enemies and allies. But
wee feel no doubt whatever as to the truth eventually of what we are pre-
dicting—that those who have lately left the Establishment raust eve -long
avow themselves wishers for its downfall, and that they will be driven to
this, not by a regard to their principles alone—not to preserve their con-
sistency or their character only—but to preserve their very name and
existence as the Free Presbyterian Church. They have otherwise no
principle either of union or durability, and unsupported either by sympathy
or opinion, they will dwindle infc nothingness long before the present
generation has passed away.

Notwithstanding, however, the union which we have predieted, the ac-
cession of strength thereby given to the dissenting bodies, and the blow
which has lately been dealt at the Church, we are far from saying that
any immediate or natural change could be expected or apprehended from
these events, important os they may be. Viewed by themselves, *here
is nothing in them to disturb the happy dreams of those who repose con-
tentedly and with good reason on the love which our countrymen have for
the jnstitutions which are established by law, and the unwillingness with
whicl they consentto any great or revolutionary change. OQur candid
opinion is, that the Church Establishment of Scotland is yet far too strong
for all the assailants that can be brought against her.

But we take these events in conjunction with what is passing elsewhere,
and in that view there is ample food for very serious contemplation. The
event which has iaken place among us is only an indication of a far more
general move that is going on busily in the religious world. The first
blow at Estsblishments bas been struck in Scotland, ond the wound has
been inflicted from within, The Puseyites in England have been less
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bold, lezs honest, less devoted than our Presbyterian mnnrtyrs ; butit only
renders the schism more apparent, the character of the Ohurch less rever-
enced, and its existence less safe, ‘The Church of Ireland, it is admitted
on all hands, is donmed ; itis avowedly a mere question of time. b

* w These are the signs of the times which, we think,

no one can mistake.

Tue roixr AT WiicH THE FREE CHURCH 1S DETERMINED TO STICK,—
The leaders of the free church are determined apparently to uphold the
principle of church establishments. At a meeting of the Edinburgh pres-
bytery of the free church on Wednesday, Dr. Cendlish s2id :—

*¢ He would reply to u charge which was brought forward by a respected
baronet, who thought that their prineiples tended to voluntaryism. He
(Dr C.) was afraid that the charge was talken up without much inquiry,
else he would have seen that if there was a point on which the ministers
of the free church were more sensitive than another, it was the fear of
their being accounted voluntaries. He thought the greatest service which
could be rendered to church establishments was their separation from &
corrupt establishment ; and the most deadly blow ever aimed at the cause
of establishments, was the consent of the Scottish establishment to remain
in alyg,ositiun which implied subjection to civil authority in matters spir-
itual?

SIETTOIR
OF THE LATE REV. WM. JEKKINS, MINISTER OF THE USITED SECBSSION

CONGREGATION, RICHMOND HILL.

Perhaps it can be said of our mission to Canada, what cannot be said of
almost any other: that for eleven years, death made no inroads on our
rumbers.  The first strohe has now been struck, and in a few years, the
younger brethren may be saying ¢« Qur IFathers where are they.”

The Rev. pIr. Jenkins had long been very fecble, but always exerted
himself to perform his dutics, He preached for the last time on Sabbath
Scptember 10th, frein Revelations 14 : 13, ¢¢ Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord,” &ec., and though not worse than usuel, yet with some
presentimental feeling, he pointcd out the spot in the burying ground where
he wished to belaid. On the Monday following he was seized with se-
vere pain from a disease under which he had long labored, and after dread-
{ul suffering, died on the 25th, having arrived (had he lived another day,)
at the 64th year of his age.

He was born in the county of Forfar, Scotland, on the 26th of Septem-
ber 17799,  Atan carly age he began tostudy for the ministry, in the As-
sociate Synod of the Secession Church, but before completing the course,
he emigrated to the United States. when he was 20 years of his age:
shortly after he arrived at New York, he was engaged by the Northern
Missionary Society to go as Missionary to the Oveida Indians, at the
village of Oneide, in the north-west part of the State of New York. For
anumber of years he labored through an interpreter, but at length acqui-
red their language, and for eleven years, he was able to instract them
without assistance.  That was a field of usefulness in which he delighted ;
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but owing to some difficulties in the Society, he left it and camo to Canada
in the year 1817. Almost iinmediaiely he scttled in Markham, and for
some years wus the only Presbyterian Minister in Upper Canada. His
sphere of labor was extensive, but with the true spint of a christian apostle
he considered no vbstacle tov great when called un to preach the gospel.
For some years he was alone in his work, but when ministers came to
settle in this part of the province, he cunuected himself with what was
called the Synod of Upper Canada. When thut Synod took the govern-
ment grant of merey, he felt that he could not sunction the act, (being in
principle and praciice a thorough voluntary, ) and left that Synod.  In 1837
he joined the United Secession.

During the early part of his ministry in this province it may be said
that his missionary field cxtended from the Bay of Quinte to the Grund
River, and from Ontario to Liake Simcoe., Where there are now many
congregations, belonging both to the United Secession, and the Church of
Scotland, we must say that he was the Apustle who planted, anu that others
came and watered.  We will find in the list, Peterborough, Cobourg,
Port Hipe, Whitby, Scarborough, Markham, Toronto, New Market, West
Gwillimsbury, congregations in Vaughan and Richmond Hill, to which he
latterly confined himself, and many vthers. It is true thot all these he did
not form iuto congregations, but in these places he preached, and gave
them the desive and puinted out the duty of getting ministers for themselves.
In fact he was the Presbyterian pioneer of this region of Canada: and it
may be doubtud if there is vne Presbyterian congregation within 50 miles,
within whose bounds this veperable man was not the first of that denomi-
nation who preached the gospel. It may be said of him, as Paul did of
himself,—*¢ He was in labors abundant, in journeyings often, in perils in
the wildnerness, in weariness and painfulness, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often.” Besides those things that are without, alse, ¢ the care of
all the churches.”

I wil now advert to his character as a man. He was a man when he
lived, and there is no propriety in saying now when he is gone, thathe was
an angel. e had his failings, and what man has not! but these all
«¢ leant to virtue's side,” and those who knew him best, saw fewest of
them. His fuilings arose from one great trait in his character,—his bo-
nesty, He spoke at all times what he thought—what other men would
think, but keep to themselves. It may be said that he did not fear the face
of man. I never knew a man who was more independent.  This honeaty
and fearlessness led him to speak with apparent, and often with real se-
verity, but notwithstanding, a better hearted man, a man in whom there
was more sterling worth, and in whom the tide of the milk of humsn
kindness ran in {uller flow, never breathed. His character may be sum-
med up in a few words. e was 2 man of invineible integrity, you could
not terrify him by threats, for he would laugh at them, you could not buy
him with gold, for he would despise it.

As a Minister, hie was 2 thorough Calvanist in his religious opinions,
and these he always stated distinetly, and with urgent, and not unfrequent-
ly, with eloguent appeals. brought them home to the conscience. He was
full of ministerial work, and many a time when he ought to have teen in
his bed, did he travel to fulfil his Sabbath duties.  His talents “were de-
cidedly of a high order. e was an excellent scholar, and had be lived in
more cultivated society in his earlier years, he might have died with bis
name on the lists of thevlogical fiune. There was united in him powerful
talent, keen sarcasin, and the simplicity of a child.

Of his piety it is unnecessary to speak, notwithstanding all his peculiari-
iies and buoyaney of spirit, no cne could doubt that he was a good man.
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In his last illness, though suffering areat pain, ne sustained his christian
character. He called all his foraily around his hed and gave them his
dying charge, and one who witnessed and heard, said of the scene,—¢* Ol
it was grand ! To the elders and members of his congrcgation he gave
also many charges regarding the welfare of Lis congregation.  Though
his end was amidst much pun, yet his fith, his christiun fortitude,
triumphed over all. The last words lLe uttered which were heard dis-
tinctly were, *¢ Blesscd are the dead who die in the Lord, they do rest
from their labours and their works do fullow then.” In his death we see
the power of religion, we sec how a christian can die. How fine to see
the aged christian sinking away in the fullness of his faith,

his congregation have lost o faith{ul minister, and such an example of
missionary devotedness will perhaps not soon be found in our church,
Never man cared less for this worlds’ goods than he did, never minister
could be more indifferent to temporal rewards for his labor. He laboured
not for money, he laboured for souls. He wished *souls for his hire.”
But he was foo indifferent, and injured both his family and congregation.
And if blame is to be attached to him for any part of his ministerial char-
acter it is here that the blame must rest, Voluntaryism we believe to be
scriptural, but that is not seriptural voluntaryism, in a congregation which
allows them to give or not give as they may please, on the cuntrary com-
municating is a duty ¢ Let him that is taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good things.,” Had Mr. Jerkins insisted
on this, his lahours would have been more appreciated, and his success far
greater.

L.

PRESBYTERIAL NOTICES.

—

ABSTRACT

OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE UNITED ASSOCIATE
(SECESSION) PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

ToroxTo, Seplember 26, 1843.

The Presbytery was constituted by the Rev. R. H, Thornton, Modera-
tor. The Rev. John Jennings was appointed Clerk.

Sederunt. John Cassic, George Lawrence, and James Dick, ministers ;
John Short, A. Rowand, and Philip Jeflrey, Ruling Elders. The Rev,
D. Coutts being present was invited to correspond. It having been an-
nounced that the Rev. Mr. Jenkins had been removed by death, his name
was dropped from the Roll. On motion by Mr., Lawrence the Presby-
tery unanimously agreed, to take this opportunity of expressing their high
respect for the memory of the late Mr. Jenkins, their venerable co-pres-
byter ; their sympathy with his family and congregation under their
‘bereavement, and their prayer, that this dispensation of Divine Providence
may be blessed to all concerned. Agreed that the members of Presbytery
in rotation (with the exception of Messrs. Morison and McFadyan) supply
the congregation of Richmond Hill with sermon every fortnight. Also,
granted, upon petition, a moderation to said congregation. Appointed Mr.
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FPraser to moderate on any day in December that may be convenient for
him and the congregation. A call from the congregation of Chingua-
cousay, signed by 57 members and 28 concurring hearers, to the Rev. D.
Coutts, was sustained, which being presented to Mr. Coutts, was accepted.
by him. His induction appointed for the 25th October, Mr. Jennings to
preach, and Mr. Fraser to induct and give the charges to the Minister and
congregation.

Also, a Call from the Congregation in Rochester, signed by 27 mem-
bers and 36 hearers, concurring; to Mr. James McFadyan, Preacher,
was sustained ; and accepted by Mr. McFadyan. Mr. McFadyan’s trials
were approved of and sustained. His ordination to 1ake place on 11th
October. Mr. Jennings to ordain and Mr. Lawrence to assist.

Granted upon petition a }Moderation to the congregationin Albion. Re-
commended that they and the Congregations in King and Vaughan ‘endea-
vour 10 act in unison, and if possible, have a central place of worship that
they all may have regular supply of sermon and ministerial labour. Mr.
Fraser appointed to moderate in Albion on the 24th October.

Next ordinary meeting to be held at Newcastle, Township of Clarke on
December 12th. 5

Agpstract of the minutes of the first meeting of the United Associate
(Secession) Presbytery of London.

Loxvox, C. H., Oct. 3rd, 1843."

Present,—The Rev. Messrs, W. Proudfoot, George Murray, and James
Skinner. Read the deed of Synod, appoirting said ministers to meet this
day under the style of the United Associate Presbytery of London. The
Presbytery was constituted by Mr. Murray, Moderator. Mr. Proudfoot
was appointed Clerk, and Mr. Skinner, Treasurer. The following ook
their seats as ruling elders, Messrs. T Baty from London, John Mitchell
from Blenheim, James Fraser from Proof Line, and John Crosby from
Southwold.

Agreed to memorialize the committee of the U. A. Synud on missions,
in order to obtain a supply of Preachers, and in particular, one for Chat-
ham.

Spent some time in deliberating on a scheme for the educating of young
men for the ministry.

Agreed to recommend to all the congregations belonging to the Presby-
tery to hold, at such times as may be convenient for them, concerts for
prayer, and the reading of Missionary intelligence.

. Next meeting to be held at London on the Sth January 1844,

T

ORDINATION.

The U, A. Presbytery of Toronto, met at Rochester on the 11th QOctober
for the purpose of ordzining Mr. James McFadyan. The Rev. Mr.
Dick preacbed the Ordination Sermon. The Kev, Mr. Jennings offered
up the ordination prayer and delivered the charge to Mr. McFadyan, and
the-Rev. G, Lawrence gave the charge to the Congregation.



