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“Whither Goest Thou?"”

* WnitiER goest thou, O Saviour,
Without royal diadem,
With thy regal hand unsceptered ?”
* Bethlehem,”

* Whither goest thou, O Saviour,
Lord olBLila and Lord of Death,
Light of men in darkness shining ?”
** Nazareth,”

* Whither goest thon, O Saviour,
Second of the T'ronity,
Blessiny joy and soothing sorrow ? '
“ Galilee,”

* Whither goest thou, O Saviour ?
We would rise an | follow thee,
Glory of thy people Israel.”
“ Calvary.”,

** Whither goest thou, O Saviour,
From the grave returned to be
Resurrect.on, life, and glory 1
** Bethany,”

* Whither hast thon gone, O Saviour,
Lord of purity #*

** Whither I have gone, thou knowest.
Iam he

* Who hath overcome and conquered ;
Those who follow me
Yet shall hear my voice,—* Ye bleased,
Come and see.’”
—From ** Dies Panis,” by E. Hamilton,

———.

Feeding Giraffes.

Ir was Spurgeon, I believe, who stated that
in view of the stilted langnage used Ly many
t , one might i ine the Master's com-

mand to Peter to huve been, ** Keed m y g:ratfes,”

rather than ** Feed my lambs, feed my sheep,”
a8 recorded in the Gospel. We are reminded
of this by an article in a current religious paper,
of which the following extract is & specimen :
‘If this allegation Sm. they teach wocial
equality * should after all prove 1o be but &
phanta magoria of the imagination, will the
tumultuous opposition to this educational
work,” ete,, ete,

Another example may be suggestive to our
workera in the great Sunday-school army of
to-duy. There has for a long time been & rmall
Sunday-school at Vanishing Point, and it is
emaller now than it was years ago. Upon
examination it appears that much dependence
has been made upon talk, They select a talk-
ing superintendent, talking teichers, wordy
ofticers ; and hence there is quite a strife of
tongues every time they meet. J are
frequent, and there is often a stramming for
effect that is very bewildering to the poor
scholurs. It is siid that on one occagion a
certain teacher 1old his class that a well-known
writer ** ig a j erfect V, V."

Completely mystified by this singular declara-
tion, one of the holdest hoys veutured to ask,
“What on earth iaa V, V, 7

Teacher (decidedly)—¢ Why, & voluminous
vermicularity,”

Boy—* A what 7

Teacher—** Oh, I suppose you would call him
a hook worm.”

Boy—* Yes, T guess sn,”

Now, was this te hing? Are words of
learns d length and thuy ering sound the best
vehicles for the <ommunication of truth and
thought to the minds of ordinary Sunday-school
popils?  Let us consider whether there is not a
Plainer, simpler. more excellent way of doing our
work than that reported to be pursued at Van.
ishing Point.—C. B, Stout, in Baptist Teacher,

e —— "

Not only do we not know God without Jesus
Chlr’i.t, u'l" donot know oarselves without Him.
—Puscal,
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It is found that it very largely increases the
attendance at the ordinary Sunday-school, The
Rev. Dr, Duncan, of New York, thus writes of
its purpose and sucoess :

Its purpose is to encou Bible study in
oonnool:lon with the Sund:;q:chool lmonynll
these who for an reason can not nttcndx the
regular sessions of the school, It is connected
organically with the Sunday-school as a depart-
ment, which, like other departments, must
submit its quarterly and a.nual reports, and is
subject to all the rules and regulations of the
school applicable to it. The members of these
classes are enrolled as members of the school,
and are welcome to classes of like e. They
are entitled to the use of the 1 rary and to
participate in all the Sunday-school socials,
Picnics, entertainments and lectures, All those
who join a home class are entitled to the visita.
tion and supervision of the rlass visitor, as well
as that of the pastor and otficers and members
of the church with which the school is con-
nected.

Dories,
Th: duties of membership are very simple,

Sundap School Banner,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Eprror,

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1896,
%
The Home Class Department.

Tha1s new departure in Sunday-schooi work
has been accompanied with Rreat success wher-
ever it has been tried. In the late Ontario
Sunday-school Convention it received special
prominence. The Rev. (. D, Meigs, of In.
dianapolis, writes: “The work js comingon
splendidly in Indiana with glorious results in
some places. Fifty schools have adopted it in
Montgomery Connty in the past three months,”

In the Metropolitan Church, Toronto, a com-
mittee composed of Dr, J, J. Maclaren, Mr,
C. D. Massey and the Rev. W, H. Withrow,
was appointed to arrange for its introduction
in connection with this fchurch. We ghall
report further concerning) the snccess of the
plan, and in the meantime strongly urge our
Sunday-school workers elsewhere to proceed at
once to organize a home department,

S are uired to study the Sunday-
school lesson at least a half hour each wee{,
keep a record of such study, and, if ably, to
make a weekly contribution to the benevolent
work of the Sunday-schiool and report the same
quarterly to the visitor, To systematize the
work and increase the element of personal in.
fluence, the department is divided nto classes,
A class may be formed of one Or more persons
reporting to the school through one visitor,
The members of the class may be studying in
different grades, and may never meet together
for lesson study, but, because they are under
the care of one rmanent visitor, they form a
class. The number in each class is determined
by the ability of the visitor to give all the time
required for faithful visitation and oversight,
Few classes number more than eight or ten
members,

It is quite advisable to promote a class feel-
ing, and this can be done by bringi

work together,
as the reading of some author or support-
some frontier missionary, or doingpf:cal
ionary work,

suc

in

m
MurvaL Heve,

The enrollment of members should be fol.
lowed by regular visitation and supervision, to
rovide them with lesson helps and report
lanks. These visits should be made imme.
diately after the last Sunday in each quarter,
The reports, when received, should be carefully
scanned by the visitor, with reference to seeing
whether the work hag been faithfully per-
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formed, and whether the church attendance has
been re,

A gathering of the members for united study,
rayer and social intercourse is always helpful.
ts aims are to promote Bible study and in-

crease the Christian activity as well as the at-
tendance of students, upon the main school
and the regular services of the church, It is at
resent being quite generally adopted by the
gundny-suhooll of the United States, the
Canadas and Englanl. This method of work
has been more extensively adopted in the
State of New York than in any other section of
the country. A late report from 810 depart-
ments in that State shows a membership of
28,400 and an average addition to the member-
ship of each Sunday-school of 10 per cent.
With similar enrollments throughout the whole
Btate, there wculd be an addition to the
Sunday-school enrollment of the State of New
York of at least 250,000 members. The de-
in the Tabernacle Church, Bing-
has 212 b It reports forty
conversions and 130 additions to the main
school, including a period of two and one-half
ears. In the Congregational Church of
irmingham, N.Y., a lady nearly 80 years old
is one of the most active visitors in the depart-
ment, and "as a class of thirteen families, which
she visits av least once a quarter.

Pnnmnnb

This is what a pastor writes concerning the
success of the Home Department in his chnreh,
Read it, and then send for the requisites for the
organization: ‘ We have in our Home Depart-
ment nearly as many scholars as the school
proper averages. After six quarters I am more
convinced it is applicable to every parish. The
receipts are double the expenses. I find it
enables me to get into many families that are
just slipping out of the church. It is a delight-
ful part of my work. I can easily imagine that
in muny places the ‘ Home Classes ' might grow
into larger schools, and these into churches ; so
that the denomination that leads off in this
Home Department work would have the ad-

tage in planting church Some of my
scholars show a remarkable interest, and are
very thankful for my bringing it to them.”
Secretary Duncan, of Chautauqua, who origin-
ated and organized the Home Department as
an institution, has recently prepared a useful

little handbook on the subject, entitled, *“ Home
Classes ; or, The Home Department of the

The “Travelling Library.”

As the ‘“ Home Department " aims to carry
the benefits of Sunday-school work into homes,
and to many persons, especially adults, who
may not be able to attend the usual Sunday-
school services ; 8o a plan devised by the Rev.
J. W. Funk, of Wichita, Kansas, and called
“The Home Mission Travelling Library,”
proposes to carry the benefits of a good library
to many who might not otherwise have access
toit. As he writes:

“The design is library extension, on the
plan of the travelling library of the University
of New York, for the benefit of many who are
remote from public libraries, and to comple-
ment the regular work of home missionaries by
loaning good books. It is a new phase of
missionary effort.”

A section of the travelling library is put in
charge of a ** Local Library Committee,” which
signs an agreement like this :

AGREEMENT OF LOCAL LIBRARY
CoMMITTEE. '

We, the Library Committee of
Methodist , hereby assume charge
of Section, , N to .... inclusive,

of the Home
Missicx TRAVELLING LiBRARY, and agree
1o exerclse necessary care in the preserva-
tion of the books, and to loan them in
accordance with the prescribad rules.

Library Committee.
Pasters, for insertion in the books, contain
these

Ruwes, °

1. The library shall be open for the delivery
and return of books at such times as shall be
fixed uron by the Library Committee.

2. All persons above sixteen years of age,
approved by the Library Committee, shall
entitled to the use of the library by signing the
the Borrower’s Agreement.

3. One volume may be taken out at a time,
and retained two weeks, and may be renewed
for two weeks. A book kept over time shall
be charged for at the rate o? five cents a week,

4. If a borrower lose or materially injure &
book, another shall be furnished of the same or

Sunday-school.” It ins all the inf -
tion which anyone needs for a full understand-
i:lg of the subject. It may be obtained by
dressing the author, Dr, W, A. Duncan,
Syracuse, N.Y.—Sunday-school Journal,

later edition, or pay the Library Committee's

appraisement,

. Any peli‘-l)n inbuLng :he privileges of the
rary, or violating the foregol rules, ma;

be denied the use of the library. By a8
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o The borrower signs a card agreeing to the

BorroWER'S AGREEMENT,

BURNAME. GIvEN NAmME. No.. .o

Being a residentof............. ) over
sixteen years of age, I hereby agree, as
& borrower from the Home Misston
TraveLuixe Lisriry, to register the
books I borrow, to pay prompllly any
fines due from me for over-detent on of
booke, or for injuries of any kind
beyond reasonable wear to any bovk
while it is chirgel to me, and to
comply with the rules pasted in ‘the
volumes of the library.
G s iioiniininnins

On the back of the borrower’s card are three
sets of columns, with blanks for records, each
set being ruled in this way :

|

DATE DATE
BORKOWED, R, RETUKNED,

—Sunday-school Times.
S — - .
The Methodist Magazine and
Review for January,

CoNTENTS.—With this number The Meth-
odist Magazine, now Methodist  Magazine and
Review, enters upon its forty-third volume and
makes a great stride forwaril, It is enlarged
about one-fourth and takes a wider range thun
ever.  Of special patriotic interest will be the
illustrated article on * The Lock Fortress of
Malta,” one of Britain's Keys of Empire in the
llocliurrunenn. anloneon ** The Pacific Ocean,
an Eoglish Lake,” thowing the predos‘uince
of Britain throughout the worll, Tuie stirring
story of recent Arctic exploration is also told
with many graphic pictures. The curious mar-

risge and funeral customs of the East which
throw such light on meny passages of Scripture
arv fully illus rated. Dr. Dewart contributes
& strong ariicle on the live question of
** Religion-in Public Schools,” Dr. Sims writes
an wlmirable character study of St. Fruucis of
Assisi, une of the noblest men of any age. A
Paper on the new sstronomy by Thomas Lind-
say, describes in popular language the mystery
of the sun. The [righ illustrated story of
smugglers and Methodists with Irigh brogue
an i Ir sh hamour opens well, and will prove of
stirring iuterest, as will also be the stron, ly
written story, “The Elder's Sin,” “LPI’I.
Gordon's Cozy-Corner " is a clever Canadian

stury by a1 ew writer,

In the Roview Department several leading
writer. of Methodism take jart. Among them
ars Dr. Carman, Cenoral Superintenden:
Chanceilor Burwash, Professors Badgle m:
J. Burwash, Dr. Galbraith and W, g f‘i'lv-ok-
stock. A new depurtment—A Review of the
World’s  P'rogres, is given.  Articles on
Armenia, the war craze, tendencies in religion,
the ¢ llege and the people, und a » nopsis of
leading urticles in ’mll’ & score of leading
reviews. are gi en,

Do not fail to send 20 cents for specimen
number, or better still, §$1.00 for six months, or
$200 for onv year'y subscription,.  With
Guardiau or Wesleyan, only $1.75.

——
To Promote Bible Study.

Wk have received from the Rev. W, T.
Peirin, of Boston, Mass., a neat New Year's
8ouvenir containing a scheme for home Bible
reading for every day in the year pripared by
the International Bible Rending Association
and adapted to the Tuteroational Sunday-
school lessor s,  Pastors may very greatly he{p
this all important work by bringng it thus
conspicuously before iheir people.

EE——
Class Management,

I. Tuk Crass,

1. The number of scholars in a Sunday-school
class has much to do with its efficient manage-
ment. In the uwuai one-room school, with
many classes simu Itaneousiy engaged, the num-
ber should bs restiisted to tes =t most. Seven
would be a safer number,

2. The seating of the class cannot always be
contrulled by the teacher, but, as far as practi.
cable he should iusist upen having cvery
scholar in easy hearing and speaking 1ange,
Tuability to hear the teacher is a fiuitfal source
of disorder in many schools.
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3. The grading of the class shoul | be care-
fully consudered. The scholars should b of
neurly the same age, and upon something like
an equality in the matier of lewning. Aa
improperly graded class, with some scholars too
oldPor too advanced for the uthers, canaot be
success ully managed and taught,

4. A class orgunization will be found helpful
in most clissex, L:tthe classanuua ly el ctits
officers—president, secretary and treasurer—
who are to take chrge of the class records and
offerings, and put upon them a part of the
burden of cla+s government.

5. Rules of order and government —few,
sinple, and reasooable, such as the goo! sense
of the ¢lws will endorse —shou'd be fo.mulated
and made pliin to each member.

6. A triple clas« record should be faithfully
kept, including atten lwnce, lessons and offer-
ings. The recorl should show ewh scholar'’s
standing in th-se three thinss, and on the first
Sabhath of the quarter the rec ird of the previous
quarter should be reported to tae class by its
secretary.

IL. Home Stupvy.

A very important part of class management
is the securing of howe study of the lesson hy
the scholars. The following hints are given as
having been found practical and helpfal :

1. Eezpect home stuly. The teacher who
does not confidently expect and urge it will not

et it.

. 2. Plan the home studv of thescholwrs. In.
vent or adopt some simple pl i of stuly which
a scholar can use, an | s 10w theschola s how to
study a-cording tr tha plan. A verv old and
goo plan is the five \V's: \Who? when ? where?
whit? why? A scholac can apply such a plan
of study easily.

3. Assim alvance wirk to each scholar. On
the Sunday before, give out to each msnber of
the class some one simple and e sy thing relat-
ing to next Sinday's lessor, Either write it
out or assiyn orally, and require the work to be
done. This is the effizient methol of the
secular teacher, and is entirely practicable ia
the Sund w-school,

4. Use Billes only in the clws, Tais will
help to break up the scholar's dependence upon
the lesson helps, anl throw him upon nis own
resources,

5. Explain the use of the lesson help to the
scholar as a home commentary of the lesvon, to be
use | in connection with his Bible. This was
the original and sol: purpose of the scholars’
lesson help, and is invaluable,

6. Teach without a book in your own hand.
Hve only the Bib e, and prepare the lesson so
well that you will not neel t» open that.
Teching eye to eye, indupeadently of the helps
upon the part of the tes:her, will do muach to
stimulte like study by the scholar,

7. Invoke prental aid. Call upon the
parents of your scholars. Submit your plans
of study, and frankly urge their ist

Even in non-Christian homes the manifestation
of such intercst by the teacher will secure sur-
prising results,

IIL Grrrive ATTENTION,

To get and to maintain the attention of the
scholars is the most ditficult work of class man-
agement. Itis a slow work to develop the
habi of atteution, but the teacher who sets
himself pitiently aud determinedly to estab-
lish it will usually succeed. Attention isto be
won, not coerced. Here are some ways of
getting it.

L. Test the attention in the outset of every
lesson. Do not begin to teach uutil you are
sure that you have the attention of every
scholar. Discover by questioning whether the
scholars are in alert and 1eceptive mood,

2. Arrest the attention by any proper device
in the begiuniny of the lesson or during its pro-

ress. Use a picture, nn object, a story, an
il ustration on paper, bl wkboard, or slate, to
catch the wandering mind und eye. Every
wise teacher will have rome method like this in
reserve to he used as need demanils,

3. Pian the seating go as to give to the teacher
better control of the inattentive, Give these
the posts of honor near to the teacher anl let
the teacher keep in actual touch with them,
The scholar who wishes not to be attentive
usully gets as far away as< possible from his
teacher. Get him back, but do not let him
know vour reason for doing it.

4 Plun your questions in advance, with a
view to viving to each member of the class
something to do within his power to do it. I
is of vital importance to include every scholar
in the study of the lesson. The certainty that
he is to be called upon again and again withous
waraing in every lesson will do much to hold
the attention of the scholar.

5. Hold all the claw responsible for every
atatement or point made in the lesson, and
occasionally go back over it and call it up from
the scholars. The class motto should be: *““All
th: Class All the Tims,”

6. Watch the faces of your scholars, If you
are not worried over your own lack of prepara-
tion for the lesson you cun easily do this, Fix
the inatteative eye with your own. [t is hard
to take the mind away from the teacher who
knows how to use hix eyes. You will need to
teach without a book,

7. Crowd the i iv. Pour q
upon them. The minute that re-tleseness and
wandering begin, ply them with work by
direct questioning or ig t of work,
Hand the carcless scholar your Bible, and have
him look up a reference for you. ~Inattention
comes from idleness oftenir than any other
cause, and its cure is plenty of work

Review and drill often.” St nently
during the lesson, state some fac! lesson

4

in few and simple words, have it rertited by
one and anoth holar, and then drill the class
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by having them give it in concert rapidly over
and over and over,

9. Most of all, quit exhorting, lecturing, and

king. Do not sermonize about the lesson,
Train yourself to be still and to say little, with
a view of having your scholars do the work.
Draw out every “scholar upon every lesson.
Throw the burden of the lesson upon the class.
Encourage them to think, to (uestion, to state
freely their opinions. With few words of your
own you can safely guide them in the way of
truth.— 8. S. Magazine.

o— =

Saint Luke’s Gospel.

Tue dies of the international Sunday-
school system throughout the world for the
next five months are found in the gospel by
Saint Luke. It is worth while, therefore, that
all teachers and stud in the Sunday-school
take a bird’s eye view of this production. As
they examine this gospel they ought to get a
clear idea of the distinctive characteristics of
the four gospels, each one of which has traits of
its own.

Saint Matthew had in view, for instance,
the special needs of the Jewish people, and
lays stress throughout his gospel upon those
features of the Lord’s life and work which
demonstrated him to be the long-expected
Messiah. His gospel abounds with quotations
from the prophets and with material intended
and adapted to emphasize the fulfilment of
Messianic prophecy.

Saint Mark’s gospel is brief, terse, vivid,
straightforward, in and style, and
brings out with striking, graphic force the
miracle-working power displayed by Jesus as
the Son of God. ™ Saint John gives the inner life
of our Lord, makes emphatic his divinity, re-
lates with remarkable effect some of the chief
conversations of the Saviour with individuals,
and records incid of his life omitted by the
other evangelists,

Saint Luke sets out to make a systematic,

h logical, and plete biographial sketch
of the life of Jesus, be; inning with the annun-
ciation, giving many details not found in the
other gospels, furnishing several of the most
important parables not written down by them,
tracing his lincage, not merely to Abraham,
after the fashion of St. Matti.ow, but back to
Adam, outlining the mission of Christ to man-
kind rather than to the Jewish people, and
setting him forth as the Son of man, full of all
human tenderness, sympathy, and helpfulness,

Those who study the lessons in this wonder-
ful gospel from January to June, 1896, will find
the story of our Lord’s life cumulative in its
interest and beauty. They will obtain a con-
secutive, symmetrical, and coherent view of

that life not to be obtained in either one of the

other three gospels. When the six months are
ended every teacher and every scholar in our
Sunday-schools ought to have a new vision of
Jesus, the man of Galilee, the Gireat Physician,
the Almighty Saviour,—a vision more clear
and inspiring than any hitherto afforded, —
Central Christian Advocate,

e e

The February Sickle.

Farruruw old sickle! Much used and much
beloved ! What harvests you have helped to
gather ! No more work for you to-day. Winter
is everywhere. Snow is on all the land. The
wheat-fields are covered, Go to your nail, old
sickle! Hang and tarnish and rust there !

It is February. No sickle work to-day, you
say ? Isnone possible in the Master’s work,
out in the fields where truth is the seed and
souls are the harvest ? Is there no sickle work
possible, no ingathering of souls, in your clas
your Sunday-school, your church? Lift
your eyes ! Look upon the fields! They - o
white for the harvest if you will have ).
This is the very time for sickle work.

There is abroad a sense of sin, The .4 year
has gone out and the new year has come in.
Both are harrows. They have broken into
many hearts, and broken them up also. Did
you notice the uneasiness of a certain boy in
your class when you spoke last Sunday of the
claims of God on the soul ?  Did you notice that

irl's agitation when you said Giod had account
ks, and he knew the exact standing of each
soul spiritnally ? At this time of the year there
is much trembling of conscience. You have
been planting seed for some time. It is coming
up constantly. Some of it is maturing. Thrust
in the sickle.

Again, there is not only a sense of sin, but a
conviction of the reality of Christ as a Saviour,
How Christmas and the after-Christmas days
have exalted Jesus! You do not know how
tenderly your scholars have been thinking of
the Saviour born at Bethlehem. Yes, precious
seed you have been planting, It is ripening,
Thrust in the sickle.

Then if you go out actively to gather in souls,
that very effort at ingathering will have its
very serious influence.  Your scholars will say,
“I'am wanted.” Sometimes you find cases
where people have asense of sin and know that
Christ is a Saviour, but does Christ want them,
they ask. The good, in part, of a lgecinl meet-
ing for revival purposes is that it shows peol?la
they are wanted. Do you not remember that
» man once lay at a pool, but he had no one
strong enough to lift him up? He knew he was

sick.  He knew, doubtless, there was a certain :

i
o
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man who had power to heal diseases. How did
he know Jesus would heal him? _One day Jesus
came to him and spoke to him. To the Saviour's
words there was an uprising of faith in the
man’s soul, and he was healed. .

W Oftentimes people wait for a helping word
when convinced of sin and knowing that Jesus
is tho only Saviour. They wait to be assured
that they are wanted in the Saviour’s kingdom.
You go to the boys ; you have a little meeting
with them, and tell them Jesus wants them.,
You will see that grain is growing and the
harvest is ripening. Is the reaper taking down
his sickle ? .

O reaper for the Master, are you enm.u
ready in prayer and consecration? There is
grain in your harvest-field waiting to be in-
gathered. In the name of the Master, helped
by his almighty strength, thrust in the sickle !
H};ed the poet’s words :

““ When sounds of busy life are on the air,

And man awakes to labour and to care,

Then hie thee forth : go out amid thy kind,

Thy daily tasks to do, thy harvest-sheaves

to bind.”
—Sunday-school Journal.

e .

The Way Busy Teachers Prepare
Lessons.

BERTHA F. VELLA,

1. Trey plan and prepare by degrees.

2. They read the lesson verses the Sunday
previous,

3. They follow the *daily readings ” in daily
devotions,

4. They think of the lesson even when about
their daily occupations,

5. They use lesson ‘* helps ” each day as they
find time.

6. They talk over the lesson with teachers
they meet.

7. They find illustrations familiar to the
class,

8. They recall some times in their own lives
as children which they can use as illustrations,

9. They seek for stories, blackboard outlines,
object lessons, in their general reading.

10. They keep clippings in scrap-books, or in
envelopes, so marked that it will be easy to find
those upon different subjects.

11. They index a list of illustrations to be
found in books or periodicals they do not wish
to cut.

12. They make illustrations,

If they read a
suitable story, they

desire to illulg.nte it by a

Irawing or by using obj d in it
13. 'Fhey take ‘““notes” when reading, ob.

serving or thinking, having a note-book for the
purpose near at hand all the time.

14. The gather incidents in the kitchen,
sewing-room, parlour, cars, store, street or
school.

15. They give one hour a week to attend a
Primary Teachers’ Union, if possible,

16. They question parents for suggestions or
about results of their work.

17. They ask God for wisdom to know the
messages for their classes from that lesson.

18. They select the best illustrations from
their collection for that one message or appli
cation,

19, They pray in spirit while teaching,

20. They review their teaching upon their
return from the class, and see ways to do better
‘“next time.”

They teach the

Leadings to which
Events in their
Situation of own
Scenes in classes
QOur duties from specially
Not to be forgotten facts need.

— Baptist Superintendent.

e

Editorial Notes.

Mg. B. F. Jacoss is heartily in favor of
Home Class work, and tells of a young lady
telegrapher whom he found discussing the
Suuﬁuy--chool question with her chum, fift
miles away, over the telegraph wire, bot‘yl
operators being members of the home class,

Tue Epworth Herald publishes the follow-
ing about the Book Concern of our Methodist
brethren, which we think equally applicable to
our Publishing House: ‘“The Book Concern
could be made a much greater success if ‘the

ople called Methodists’ would only rally to
its support. Many individuals support out-
side publishing houses ; many Sunday-schools
buy their supplies elsewhere; undenomina-
tional papers are allowed to crowd our own
periodicals from Methodist homes, This is
rank disloyalty. It cripples our publishing
department ; it limits its irfluence; and it
puts into the pockets of pecple who have no
special love for our Church many a dollar that
ought to find its way into the pockets of our
veteran preachers and those who are dependent
upon them. We hope the young people of

ethodism everywhere will take proper pride
in the notable success of our great Book Con-
cern, and resolve to support it with fidelity
and zeal. Every young Methodist Episcopalian
is & partner in the Book Concern. He holds
part of the stock. . He is vitally interested in
the success of his own establishment. When he
has books to buy or periodicals to subscribe
for, let him secure them at home,”—S, §. Mag,
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A New VoLume or Tax Livine Aok, —The
two hundred and eighth volume of Liutell's
Living Age opons with the issue of the week
ending January 4th, For 1896 the subsciip-
tion price will be six dollars, The reduction
in price means no reduction in +ize or falling
off'in value, or any lowering of the high stan-
dard which it has always maintained, Foreign
periodical literature continues to grow not
ouly in bulk but also in the variety, interest
Andy importance of the topics treated : and it
absorbs to a greater extent every year the
works of the most prominent authors of the
dlg'. Littell & Co,, Boston, are the pub-
lishers,

VIKINGS o To-Day, —Through the kindness
of H. C. Burchell, Esq., of St. Jobn's, New.
foundland, we have received a co v of Dr,
Grenfell’s admirable book on the Vikings of

0Dy ; or, Life and Medical Work Among
the Fishermen of Labrador,” (London : Mar-
shall Brothers.) We had the pleasure of meet-
ing Dr. Grenfell, a zealous young physician,
who has devoted himself with a rare enthu-
[ to ministering to the hardy toilers
of the sea who visit  the ~ stor my
coasts of Labrador. Dr, Grenfell gives a
fruphic account of the country and its natural
eatures and resources, describes how fish are
caught, the peculiar features of the truck sys-
tem, with chapters on reals and sealers’ dogs
and ditficulties, deeds of heroes, and the like,
It is a contribution of permanent value to

lesson list, eaying, ‘I'se too old and lame to
join the Sunday-school, but I ‘long to de Home
Clvss 'partment, and | keeps dis Bible side me
all de time.” Most discowraging is the attitude
of church members to the Sunday-school,
the Sunday-school is part of the Church, thege
who are members of the Cnurch must be mem-
bers of the Sunday-school in some capacity,
else they are but partial members,” g

e — O .
Book Notices.

The Soul- Winney i or, How to Lead Sinmers te
the Saviour. Ry C, H, SPurGEoy, Toronte :
Fleming H. Revell Co, Price, $1.25,

In these pages the eloquent and evangelical
Spurgeon, being dead, yet speaketh, The
motto, taken from Keble, *The salvation of
one soul is worth more than the framing of a
Magna Charta of & thousand worlds,” expresses
the key-note of this volume, Mr. S;urgeon
was by his preac) ing and writing one of the
greateat soul-winners; and by ‘his printed
words still continues to be the means of the
conversion of many all over the world, This

k was designel as a course of lectures to
the students of the pastor's college on tha
most royal employment—goul.w ming ; and it
was almost rea.ly for the press at the time of
his death. It treats of such important subjects
as: What is it.to win a soul? qualifications,

h

some little-known ts of Canadian life and
work. It has numerous engravings from
Pphotos tuken by Dr. Grenfell,

AT a meeting of the General Executive Com.
mittee ot the Ontario Sunday-school Assncia.
tion, the General Secretary made the follow-
ing riference to the Home Class Department ;

**The Home Class Department grows “pace.
No phase of our work has commended itself so

i ly as this ing solution for the
problem for the ‘ingathering’ of the 80 rer
cent. of our population which is now outside
the circle of *Bible searchers.’ In every
county convention I have attended the scheme
has received more enthusiastic attention, and
in not a few a special secretary in charge of
this Department has been appointed. Inquiries
are almost daily received through the mail for
infornation and specimen cir.ulurs ete., with
a view of organiring the work (n this plan for
letting the *light shine,’ In demoustration of
the out-reaching influence of this new depart-
ment in our work, an interesting circumstance
was related to me by one of the prominent
Bunday-school workers of our province, Find-
ing himself in a remote hamlet on the shore of
the islind of Jamaica, he eutered a small store
to mike a purchase, and, finding the store in
charge of an old colored woman, enfeebled and
crippled, he questioned her ag t» her famili-
arity with the Word of God, when, with eager
pride, she pointed to her Home Class card and

tacles, ete. One cl pter has the striking
title, *“ How to Raise the Dead,” an address
to Sunday-school teachers, Another is, “ The
Cost of Beinu & Soul-Winner,” Others are,
**The Soul-Winner's Reward,” **Soul-Saving
Our One Business,” ** Inetruction and Eucour.
agement in Soul-Winning,”

Antipas, Son of Chuza, and Others Whom Jesus
Lowd. By  Lovisg SEYmour Hovanrox,
New York: Anscn D, F. Randolph & Co,
Toronto : William Briggs. Drice, $1.50.
More and more is the life of our Lord made

the subject of deep and thoughtful study, and

more aud more is the effort made to realize the
environmeut and conilitions of tociety in the
time of our Lord, and other influences uﬂ'ecling
the early spread of His doctrines, Not only is
this shown in the higher criticam of the ll{y,
which is throwing such light upon the Scrip-
tures, but ulso in the stories which seek to
reproduce the times of Chirist and give a veri.
similitude of their local conditions,  If thig
be done with devout and reverent feeling, with
careful study and with a due exercise of the
historic imagination, it cannot but be helpful to
the better uppreciation of the life of our Lord,

These conditi ns have been more than usu.lly

well met, we judge, in the story under review,

It gives vivid pictures of life and society

in Pulestine in the times of Jesus, and g'ves a

new setting to familiar incidents of the gospela,

The book has fifteen engravings, most of which
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-exhibit , characters and in the | 4 will be cond d ted, empha-
Palestine of 10 day. But so unchunged is the | sized, and annotated on a uniform plan. The

immemosial use und wont of the Oient that
these throw much light upon the scenes and
character of gospel times. As the rchools of
Christendem wre sgain studying the life of our
Lord there is particular-opportuneness in the
present appearance of the buok under review,

Pleasure and Profit in Bible Study. By D. L.

Moopy.  Cloth, 12mo. Pp. 137. ~ Price,
50 cents. Toronto: Fleming H. Revell Co,
Mr. Moody says: ‘“I would rather preach

about the Word of God than anything else
except the love of God.” His pwpose in this
little book is 1o rouse prrsons to constant stu Iy
and purposeful systematic reading of the Bib'e,
It is very pra tical snd common seuse in its
suggestions and is up 10 dute in the methols
recommended. He snys: ““Set spart at least
fifteen minutes n day for study and meditation ;
repare the heart to know and do the law of the
rd 5 ask God and expeet Him to «pen the
ey's of the understanding to see the truth ;
believe in the Bible as God's r velation to you
and act accordingly ; adipt some systs matic
plan of Bible stuﬁy i learn at least one verse,
and study—not simply read—at least one verse
each duy.” This is a most excellent work to
ut into the hands of young people and she uld
Ks carefully perused by udults, especial'y Sun-
day-school workers—) reachers ulso would get
many valualle hints from it.

Notes from my Bible ; from Genesis to Revela-
don. By D. L. Moonv. Cloth, 8vo. Pp,
236. Price, $1.00. Torouto: Fleming H.
Rew 1l Co.

For yonrs Mr. Moody has been in the habit
of making nots and quotations on the mary ns
and blank liaves of his interleav d Bible, the
result being an accumulation of concise, hel) ful
and sugvestive notes probubly without a
parallel. Tnis harvest of many ye irs’ yathering
of **nugucts” means the presentatiom of many
seed thuughts and apt sayings from many
sources that otherwire wou d have been for-

otten. Now that they are given to the world
in book form they will become helpful to the
great army of Christian workers.  This b ok is
an illustiation of the ad.antige of making

notes and should prove a stinulus as well as a

storehouse for the accumulation ot new thoug! ts

for the presentation of od truths, sl'hn
arrangiment of the book is certainly very
simple und will be of suggestive assistance to
either minister or layman in Bible study or
Christian work,
The Reader's Shakespeare, His dramatic works
i d, « 1, and hagized

' y for
school, coll g, parlour, and platform, By
Davip Cuakirs Brrn, V
eloth, $1.50. Torouto :
Company.

For the first time, in this series (there are to
be, in ull, three vo.umes), all Shakeepeare'’s

Vol 1., 496 pp,,
Funk & Wagnalls

condensations are for use in schools, colleges
and for private and public reading, and should
prove of expecial value for use in supplemen-
tary reading in the public echools, By means
of explanatory notes; narratives, historical
and literary ; elucidatory romarks, ete., the
condensations and collaticns of the text do not
in the leastwis+ impair the full impert of
Shakespeire unubridged. The present volume
containg the historical plays. English and
Roman ; also g neial notes, suggestions, etc.,
for students in elocution. The Took is printed
in good tvpe, on excel'ent paper, and in well
bound. The second volume will contain all
the tragedies and romantic plays, and the
third volume all the comedies.  Pr fessor Bell,
the editor of the woik, is the anthor of various

ful Looks for dents of ciocution, is a
man of long experience and work in London,
Euoglan |,

Youthful Ercentricities, a Precursor of (rime,

By Forues WinsLow, Member Royal Cullege
Phys'cans. London. Physician to the
British Hos ital for Mental Disenses, ete,
16mo., 120 pp., 50 cents. Toronto: Funk
& Wagnal's Company.

This expert neuropath having recently
profesa‘onal visit to the United States,
linterest w 1l be directed to his book,
aud itis we I that it should heso. Many having
cure of the youny are carelers thrn-ug{ ignor-
ance, and think that as the child grows older
it will outgrow its perverse eccentricities,
This book will teach such that the fault must
lie ut their own doors if, its teachings having
been discarded, the child develops into that
which war farthest from their hopes or expec-
tations. The hook should be studied by all
huving charge of home education, also by those
having pastoral charge of the home educators,

——

A Unique Organization,

Twr Chautauqua Literary and Soientifio
Circle has deve'oprd a system of its own which
seems peculinrly adapted to the work which it
de igns to do. Itawards a certificate for a
four years course of reading without requiring
anything in the nature of an examination, To
students trained in scholast'c methods this
seems at fiist eight a most superficisl arrange-
ment designed to «nconrage poor work. But a
more careful and 1 ss superficial view on the

r* of the observer convinces him that the

.L.8.C. plan is a wise one. The object of the
Circle is not to establish a school but to serve
as & guide to aspiring but husy men and women
who need encouragem:nt more than examin-
ations in their work us students of history and
literature,
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IBLE LESSONS,.

FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
LUKE,

A.D. 28 2),]

LESSON V. THE POWER OF JESUS.

[Feb. 2,

GOLDEN TEXT. The Son of man hath Power upon earth to forgive sins,
Luke 5. 24,

Authorized Version,
Luke 5. 17.26, [Commit to memory verses
22-24,]

[Read Luke 5, 1 1-11.]

17 And it came to Pass on a certain , 8 he
was teaching, that there were Phar s s and doe-
tors of the law sitting by, which were come out of
every town of Gal'i-lee, and le'n, and Je-ra'sa-
lem: and the power of the Lor was present to heal

em.,

18 And behold, men brought in a bed & man
which was taken with a palsy: and they souglt
means to bring him in, and to luy /im before him,

19 And when they could not find by what way
they might bring him in because of the multitude,
they went upon the bousetop, and let him down
through the tiling with /s couch into the midst
before Je'sus,

20 And when he saw thojr faith, he said unto
him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thes

21 And the scribes and the Phar'i-sces began to
reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blas-
phemies ¢ Who can forgive sins, but God alone ?

22 But when Je'sus pereeived their thoughts, he
answering said unto them, What reason yein your
hearts ¢

23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiv-
en thee ; or to say, Rise up and walk ¢

24 But thut ye may know that the Son of man
hath power upon th to forgive sins, (he said
unto the sick of the alsy, ) I say unto thee, Arise,
and take up thy euuc\n, und go unto thine house,

25 And immediately he rose up before them, and
took up that whereon e lay, and departed to his
own house, glorifying Godl,

26 And they wer
God, and were fil]
Becn strange things to

ed, and they glorified
ary saying, We have

he spring or carly summer
of A.D. 25, PLAC Se—Capernaum, our Lord’s
““own city” (Matt. 9, 1),

JIOME READINGS,
M. The Power of Jesus, Lu
Zu. The great Physici Mark 1.
W. Power to forgive. Luke 7, 3
Th. Forgivencss through Christ, 4
F. Forgiven for his g
8. Plenteous redemption.  Psalm 130,
8. Blessing of forgiveness, Psalin 32,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 105, New Canadian Hymnal.
Would Jesus have the sinner die?
Why hangs he then on yonder tree}

Revised Version,

And it came to pass on one of those days,
that he was teaching; and there were Phar'j-
sees and doctors of the Jaw sitting by, which
were come out of cvery viilage of Gal'i-lee and
Ju-de’s and Je-ru'sa-lem : and the power of the
18 Lord was with him to heal.  And behold, men

bring on a bed a man that was palsied : and
they sought to bring him in, and to lay him be-
19 fore him. And not finding by what way they
might bring him in heeause of the multitude,
they went up to the housetop, and let him
down through the tiles ith his couch into the
20 midst before Je'sus, And seeing their faith, he
21 eaid, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee, And the
seribes and the Phar'i-sces began to reason,
saying, Who is this that speaketh blasphemies 2
Wiho can forgive sins, but God alone ? But Je'-
sus perceiving their reasonings, answered and
said unto them, What reason yein your hearts ?
Whether is casier, to say, Thy sins are forgiven
thee; or to say, Arise and walk? But that ye
may know that the Son of man hath power on
carth to forgive sins (he said unto him that was
palsied), Isay unto thee, Arise, and tuke up thy
25 couch, and go unto thy house. And immedi-
ately he rose up before them, and took up that
whereon he lay, and departed to his louse, glo-
26 rifying God. And Amazement took hold on all,
and they glorified God ; and they were filled
with fear, saying, We have seen strange things
to-day,

= SSETEEN S TRRRERENEIN

No. 91, New Canadian Hymual,

Whoever receiveth the Crucified One,
Whoever believeth on God’s only Son,

No. 92, New Canadian Hymnal,

Hark! the Saviour's voice from heaven.
Speaks a pardon full and free.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. Power, v, 17-21.

[Read in Matthew's gospel (from 8.5 t0 9, 1) g
scries of incidents not narrated here.  Observe in
Mark 4. 35 what has been called ¢ a decisive note
of sequence,” which proves that the order in which
Mark and Luke tell the story is the correct chron-
ological order, Find out all you can about the
construction of Eastern houses, and how and by

.
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what means a portion of the roof might be re-

moved and a man let down from above. ]

What work of power had Jesus done for fisher-
men?  (Verses 4-7,)

How hud he shown power on a leper?

2, 13.)

What visitors were witnesses of this power?
(Verse 17.)

What fuct is shown by the presence of eminent
teachers guthered from such a wide territory to a
remote provineial town ?

How was God's presence shown ?

What sufferer was brought to Jesus ?

Deseribe the bed and the bearer:

How were the bearers kept back from Jesus ¢

How did they overcome the difficulty ?

By what means may they have reached the roof'?

plain “ let him down through the tiling.”

What condition of soul did Christ pereeive in

these men and in this invalid ¢

What did he say to the sick man

Who took exception to these words ?

What two questions did they ask ?

2. Grace, v, 22-20,
Who knew the thoughts of these oljectors ¢
What did he ask about their thoughts ¢
What is the foree of the contrast in the twenty-

third verse!?

What is really the greater work, forgiveness of
#in or healing of' illness ¢

(Verses

How could the greater power be shown by the
smaller?

What command did Jesus give the sick man?

Why was this command given ? (GoLpex Texr,)

What did the man at once do?

How were the people affected by the sight ¢

What did they do and say ?

By whom was Jesus bidden to o feast?  (Verses
27-20,)
How did Jesus defend this feasting?  (Verses

80-30,
How did he defend the Subbath? (Luke 6,
1-10.)

Practical Teachings.

1. Pulsied souls need friendly help in coming to
the Saviour,  We should never be impatient with
worldly peoplo because they lack interest in vital
Christianity ; their souls are palsied, but we may
bear them in our arms of faith to the Son of God.

2. No walls built by man need keep the sinner
from Jesus,

3. God sees through the outer symptoms of hu-
man suffering to the evil disease that lurks at the
heurt.  When Christ forgave the sins of this suf-
ferer he killed tho taproot of all his suffering and
sorrow 3 and his miraculous cure of his discase af-
terward was simply cutting away the branches of
a tree already dead, If sin could be removed from
the world to-morrow ninety-nine one hundredths
of human sorrow would go with it.

‘Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. Who only can forgive sin ¢
2, That faith in Christ brings forgiveness?
3. That Jesus is truly divine ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
“CHOLARS.
1. Verses 17-21.

17. Why were the Pharisces there!?
the power of the Lord present ?

18. What kind of disease was palsy 2 Why could
they not go in by the door?

19. Iow did they reach the roof? Why did they
break through the roof?

20. Whose faith did Jesus see? What causcd
his sickness? Why did Jesus forgive hissins first?
1. What is meant by blasphemy? Can you
sive the wrong you have done to another ¢
« Verses 22.26.

22, Does Jesus know our thoughts ?
24, What power had Jesus?  Iow was the
man’s faith tested ?

25, Was the cure complete ?
bed? Why did he praise God ?

26. Did the Pharisees join in giving glory to
God? Do we give him glory beeause he has for-
given us?

How

wis

ick

What kind was his

eachings of the Lesson.

Where Christ is there is power to heal. We may
bring our friends to Christ by prayer. Difficulties
are things to be overcome, Our first and greatest
need is fo When saved we will
praise God, lead new lives, and not be a burden to
others,

ness of sin,

STIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS

From what city was Jesus driven out?
reth.

What became ““ his own eity * then ?

Where was Capernaum ?

Who lived there?

Where was Jesus teaching one day ?

Why did s0o many comé to hear him? Some
wanted h~lp, some to find fault.

What strange company came !

Whom did they bring? Do you know what
palsy is like ?

How did they get their friend to Jesus ?

What is worse than sickness ?

What did Jesus do first for the man?

Who found fault with this ?

What did Jesus say?

What did he do?

Which is greater to heal, the soul or the hody ?

Who only can heal the soul ?

Nazae«

Something to Remember.
Sin makes the soul sick and faint.
No human being can cure the soul that is sick.
Jesus has power fo-day to forgive sins.
forgiven yours?

Has he
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTESs,
BY noBeRT R, Dullllﬂ'l', PiLD,
General Statement,

For nearly a year Jesus had stood prominently before the people,
kingdom, und lie was now at the most popular period of his minist

» teaching the principles of the new
ry. The Pharisuio party and the

priestly order, though looking upon kim with Kuspicion, had not yot openly declared themselves hig

encmies; and the untiiinking musses thronged after him in g bli
#pecdily draw the sword, slkuke off the Lloman yoke, and establish upon Al
should compel thie homuge of the world—un expectation which Jesus well
when disappointed, would soon turn the heurts of the poople to u bitter liate,
tudes were cugerly listening to his words, while crowds of the sick and the su
power. Just at this period two significant mirucles were wrought,
a man whose whole form was polluted with leproxy, Christ silently proe!
entire muss of ceremonial regulutions which hud grown up around the an
enco of a company of jenlous Pharisces, he said to the paralytic, ““ Thy sj
asxerted hiriself to he invested with an authority
To this lust mentioned miruele our uttention is called by the present |
vertinacity of these friendly hearers, the anguish of the
Jdivine discernment and power of Jesus, the Jjoy of the sick sinner,
eured, and the aw ful joy of the multitude, we shall find cvery charact

incident to bo full of instruction,

nd expectation that he would
ount Zion a throno which
knew was folly, and which,
But ut present vasg multi-
fTering xought his healing
By touching with Lealing hand
laiced his independence of the
cient law,  And when, in pres-
ns be forgiven thee,” e calmly
above priests, or even Prophets, as the Son of God,
exson.  If we curcfully watels the
suflerer, the skepticism of the “ doctors,” the
who wus at once converted and
er turn into a teacher, and every

Verse 17. On a certain day. Detter, “on
one of those days.” Verses 12-14 tells the story
of the heuling of a leper, which may have occurred
just before this, but we have not exact knowledge
of the ehronolosy of this part of Christ’s life, This
incident probubly oceurred in the spring or curly
sumuicr of A. D. 28, It occurred in Capernaum,
which is now generally identificd with the exten-
siveruing gt Tell Tum, toward the northern end
of the Seu of Galilee, Tt is ot strange that Jesus
sclected this town as Lis residence, for it was ut
the junction of the great ro's leading from Syriy
and the fur Eust, to the Mediterrancan on the wust,
and Jerusalem and Ezypt on the south, and it was
itself the center of the busicst manufucturing dis-
trictof Pulestine,  As Le was teaching, Irol-
ably in the courtyard of g private liouse, Itisa
Pprevalent funcy that he wus in the residence of I'e-
ter. There were Pharisces and doctors of
the law sitting by, Thescet or party of Phari-
8ces at this time exerted an influence over the minds
of the common Ppeople as great us, if not greuter
than, the influence of the priests, Thoy hud Lo.
Fun centuries hicfore as a sort of “ Puritans,” hyg
the fervent devotion of the fathers of the scct had,
ot of it, died away, and Pharisces were now
petty erities of moruls, intent on winute and wori ;-
less details of the law, and oblivious to its great
fundimental prineiples, Josus repeatedly charae-
terized them as a elass of hypoerites, bug recog-
nized, as we must recognize, many eurnest and holy
men amongthem. The “ doctors of the law " yere
teachers, rahbis wlio ordinarily thronged together
in Jerusalem,  Wo have no institution in our
modern life which at all resembles the system of
tu 1. 1

ancicents, both of the ITebrew tad Gentilo world,
These doctors were, like all of the later Jewish
teachers, notable for their appeals 1o authority,
They did not pretend to originality of thought,
Which were come out of every town of
Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem, To
bring out the full senso there should b un * of
before Judea, Al regions in Pualestine, and cs-
pecially the capital city, sent representatives to
investigate this new foreo, The power of the
Lord was present to heal them. Josus fro-
Guently interrupted his own discourse to heul some
of the pitiable persons presented to him, There
seems to have been 1ttlo or no malignity on the
part of the critics, and probubly a fuirer audienes
had never gathered about our Lonl, Iy included
fishermen and Rtutesmen, peasants and Jawy,
Note verso 16, where Luko notices tho necess yon
tho part of Jesus for 4 renewal of Lis spiritual
forees by communion witl, God,

18, 19. And, behold, Ay unexpeeted turn
in affuirs. Tho quict teaching was suddenly in.
terrupted.  Men brougzht in o bed n man
which was taken With a palsy, Tie men
were four in number (Mark o, ). The palsied suf-
ferer lay on a rug or myt lich was carried by the

four corncrs and sagzed down with his weight,
The * palsy * \wag certainly some form of norvous
exhaustion.  Our Saviour's words seem to indicate
that this man’s illness was closcly connected with
his sin.  Every sufferer in that day scems to have
been confident that if ho could bring Lis #uffering
into the presence of the Master he would by healed,
but many must have been disappointed becauso of
the dense crowd.  If, as often before, Jexus should

teaching which was gnized by the

Idenly withdraw, this pulsied man might nover
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bave another chance as good. They sought
means to bring him in, and to lay him
before hime  Theso four men are models for us,
not only in their faith, but in their ingenuity.
(1) I the ingenuity of young Christians were con-
 secrated o God the Church would take a great leap
Jorward for practical devices for the salvation of the
multitudes. ‘I':ey could not find by what
way they might bring him in because of
the multitude. Anyone who has conie straight
up ainst a erowd knows something of the solidity
of the obstacle here interposed. They went
upon the housctop. Probubly using the stair-
way on the outside of the house. The roof was
flat, as always in the East. The Lord, as we may
cor;jecture, was in the court around which the
~ house was built, Let him down through the
“tilings During the rainy xeason the courts are
eften closed with tiles, which are removed in the
summer time. Their taxk was not a hard one.
*The muking of an aperture in the roof is an
everyday matter in the East,” says Canon Farrar,
Defore Jesus. The erowd which could not be
. pensuaded to part to It the sufferer through,
- swayed back rupidly, no doubt, as the sick man
was let down from above.

20. Hle saw their faith. If that deed were
done in our country the crowd that saw it would
break out in applause. Oricntal crowds are niore
" demonstrative yet, and we, as we read it, applaud
* the men in ourearts. Dut for what? Ingenuity,
pereistence, pluck, affection, a dozen noble quali-
ties ; but Jesus saw their faith, *“For a mo-
ment the great Physiciun gave place to the heart
reader,” says Dr. Bpence.  (2) Jow much more
trouble people will take for the sake of their bodics
than of their souls! The man himself afterward

In the study of these verses we usually think of
but onc miracle. There are three. Our divine
“ Lord forgives sin, reads the seeret thoughts of men,
~and heals the palsy. Did he not know that he was
~ doing all thix, and did he not know as well as his
erities that in so doing he was assuming the pre-
- rogatives f the Almighty God, and did he not
know as well as they knew that he was committing
unutterable iniquity unless lie was God? From
the God xide of things, could a mere human being
or any creature deliberately assumo to Le Gad,
thus committing awful blaxphemy, and yet use the
. power of God? God cannot connive at sin, Ilere,
then, is Jesus’s own demonstration of lis divinity,
He was God in the flesh,

Verse 17. The power of the Lord. The
*power” of God here spoken of is not power ca-
pable of doing, but power in vigorous action, the
dynamic coergy of God, the putting forth of his

showed trust equal to that of his bearors, Ie
said unto him. The four men on the roof are
silent, the sick man is silent, the crowd is silent.
Jesus says (Matt. 9. 2), ““ Son, be of good cheor,”
and udds, ““thy sins are forgiven thee.””
““Troublo of conscience scems actually to have
stood in the way of restoration of the body,"” says
Dr. Van Oosterzee. The man’s sins distress him
more than docs Lis malady. Tho soul must be
healed first. It is noteworthy that our Lord’s
words should probably be translated, ““thy sins
hiave been forgiven.”

21. Began to reason. In private murmurs
and whispers. Who can forgive sins, but
God alone? Words like those of our Lord
could not but strike an orthodox Jow ns blas-
phemous.

22, 23. Perceived their thoughts. Reo-
ognized their reasonings. They had not uttored
their thoughts, but Christ read them, as lio read
the inward fuith of the palsicd man’s bearers.
(8) o who read their thoughts can vead ours,
Whether is easier. * Which is casior.”
To say. That is, to say with authority, and
bring your saying to pass. Ilc hears tho murmur
as it runs around the circle and answers the angry
words of these men, 1t is as if he #aid, * Watch
me ; you think I am pretending to forgive becuuse
I cannot cure. Now I will agree to show you that
1 can forgive.”

24-26. The Son of man. A favorite title
by which Christ showed his complete oncness with
our nuture. A d. Astonished at the mirack
und the high claim which it proved. Fears Rov-
crence and awe.  Strange things. Miracles
wrought and sins remitted,

CRITICAL NOTES.
DY PROFESSOR I,

J. COOKE, D.D,

will.  This power was wiclded by Josus, the
world’s healer, but it was held in abeyance to the
moral truth he taught. Ile proved his teaching by
his miracles, and his miracles by his character,

18. Men brought. Iluman help Lrings di-
vine aid. Men are never so like God as when
doing God's work. No one ever did an net of
merey who did not in the very doing of it experi-
ence a moral uplift. The divine is in all good,
which accounts for the truth that in doing good
men find God. They sought. Tricd to find a
way with their burden to the immediate presenoo
of Jesus, 1f onc cffort fuiled, they tried another,
They were determined. Tlere was the sick, there
was the Iealer.  When, by reason «f the multi-
tude crowding every inch of Kpuce it was impos-
sible for them, without injury to the helpless man
they earricd, to come into the presence of Jesus,
they tried another plan,
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19. They went upon the housetop, Faith
To fuith of an exalted character ob-
The men were encour-
aged, probably, by the palsied sufferer, Between
them and him there was o uniting thrill of sym-

is heroie.
stacles are opportunities,

pathy.

20. When he saw their faith,
¢ the faith in t!
come intense by delaying his recognition of it,

more that they could do, the Lord then said to the
man they had let down before him, Thy sins are
forgiven thee., Siy was the cause of his palsy,
Between sin and discase there is the relation of
cause and effect, not always, it is true, in the indi-
vidual, but in the race, The man’s pitiable con-
dition brought him to repentance.  We cannot
suppose that he was without fuith, Christ saw it,
and with divine cert ty saw that sin was the
ciuse of the maludy,  Faith in the Son of
the cause of his cure, The world’s ey
their origin not so much in human ignorance as 1n
human sin,  The cure of the world, then, canngt
lic in legislation, but in regeneration,
compassion of Jesus for the suffer s seen in the
words of comfort, Thy sins are forgiven thee,”

21. Scribes and the Pharisees began to
reason. Their reasoning would have had noevilin
it if, after listening to his teaching, they had not
reasoned with evil bigs aguinst the evident claims
of Christ in his address to the palsied sinner, Rea-
son is from God and should he rationally used, In
the mountains of east Tennessee, when out hunt-
ing in the night and lost in
ness, we sometimes blow the torehes out to find
our way home,
than the light we make, which often only makes
** confusion worse confounded,”

22. Perceived their thoughts, The divine
eye flushed into their inner being, and their
thoughts in the glare of the scarchlight were open
before him,  From the cye of Christ there is no eg-
cape (read the one hundred and thirty-ninth
Psalm).  He who looked into the soul of the pal-
sied ‘sinner looked into the depths of men's
thoughts about him, and his look was a verdict,
What reason ve in your hearts ? What is in
the heart flows over into the life.  For * out of the
heart are the issues of life,” One fundamental
difference between Jesus as a teacher and the
world’s teachers is that he always begins at the in-
side, and they on the outside, Again, to the mind
of Jesus how utterly unreasonable is much of the
highest human reasoning unillumined by the spirit
of truth !

23. Whether is easier, Ile condescends to
their limitations. They will argue on the plane
of reason ; he will meet them there, and appeal to
that same reason on which they rely, 1t would

Our Lord
r hiearts an opportunity to be-
But
it having reached the sublime degree of unop-
posable determination, and there being nothing

The tender

the thick dark-

The light of the heavens is better
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seem that it was easier to say, “Thy sins are for-
given,” than to heal the man before them ; for, t
convince them that he has power to do the less, h
will do the greater.  The truth is, we think, that
all such distinetions in reality have no existeney
with respect to Christ, since he who as God for-
gives sins as God heals the sick and raises. the
dead.  The power is the same, the source is the
sume.  With him there is no little and no great, +
But from the human side itis different. That dif- 5
ferenee Christ recognized, and demonstrated that
he who could work one miracle by the exercise of
bis power did Ppossess authority to forgive men
their iniquities if heo claimed to do so, a3 Jesus did.

24. That ye may know. Our Lord’s ¢on-
descension to the skeptical condition of his hearers
is here graphically illustratod, But his words at
the same time are both g rebuke to their lack of
spiritual insight and proof of his own teaching.
P'roof, however, makes nothing clear to those who
willfully put their eyes out, Molncmurilythey are
astounded, that is all,

25. Immediately he rose up. This was
what he was brought for; this is what he was
hoping for. Divine power went through his \
wretehed body, and as quickly us muscles could
move he was on his feet,

206, Amazed. Tie original signifies the high-
st degree of nstonishment and admircation, Liter-
ally, “amazement took them all,” Pharisces,
seribes, and common people all alike were carried
away with this marvelous displuy of divine power,
Strange things, Literally, *“ paradoxes.” This
is the only place where the word o rendered oc-
curs in the New Testament, Divine power wielded
by a man as his own was contrary to all experi-
enee, and how to reconcile the paradox was the
question that dumfounded ql] who denied the
divinity of the Son of man—Jesus,

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
A Picture of Salvation,

pING Cunisr,
Aman.,.. with apalsy, v, 18,
Head is sick. ... heart faing, Isa. 1. 5,
When we....without strength. Rom, 5, ¢,
I1. SeekiNG Curist,
ey sought. . . .to bring him in, v, 18,
Scek ye the Lord. Isa, 55. 6.
Nigh unto....that call, Psalm 145, 18,
IIL. Coxing 70 Chpisr,
Let him down, ., before Jesus, v, 19,
Find....when ye shall search, Jer, 29, 13,
To him that knocketh, Luke 11. 10,
IV. BeLieving 1v Cagisr,
When he saw their faith, v, 20, £
By grace....through faith, Eph. 2, 5, 4 .
Believe on..., Jesus Christ, Acts 16, 31,
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V. Opevine Cugisr.,
He vose up... . took up, v. 25,
Do whatsoever I command. John 15, 14,
What wilt thou have....do! Aects 9. 6
V1. Resoreise v Curusr.
Glorifying God. v. 2.
Peace with God. Rom. 5. 1.
On his way rejoicing,  Acts 8. 39,

Thoughts for Young People.

Curing the Incurable.

1. No disease .or sin s too malignant or deeply
scated for our Lovd to cure, ** All power” is his,
There is no good reason why grievous physical
ailments may not be cured simply by the will of
our Lord. But only when all natural means have
been taken, so far as they will reach, have we any
right to turn to God for velief. Medical science
is as really the gift of God as miraculous healing.
Fuith in God for physical cure no more precludes
the physician’s help, than regeneration sets aside
sclf-control, or divine revelation precludes intel-
lectual culture,

2. Though present to heal, the power of the Lord
i unexercised when men meet together simply to

criticise,
Neither the pressure of the multitudes, nor the
criticism of skeptics, nor walls, nor roofs, can keep

carnest men from their purpose. It is good economy
for several men to join to bring one sinner to Je-
5. How the world would stare in astonishment
Christians nowadays would scek men’s conver-
sion as these fiicnds sought the paralytic's cure !
But how successful they would be!

4. “ The prayer of a righteous man availeth
much,”

5+ A healed sinner is a most persuasive evangelist,

Lesson Word-Pictures,
BY REV. E. A, RAND,

Rabbi Ben Issachar, Rabbi Ben David, and Rabbi
Ben Nahum make a precious cluster over there in
that corner.  They are looking to.see all they can,
and listening to hear all they can, for Jesus of
Nazareth is here,

This Jesus of Nazareth, teacher, prophet, won-
der worker, certainly has “power.” He does at-
tract people. Why, they have been crowding into
the house and are packed everywhere—in the court,
in the rooms leading into the court, in the vesti-
bule, and around the door. Yes, he draws people,

All kinds of people, too!

Look at them. Men and women standing or sit-
ting on the floor; young people, children, pub-
licans, Pharisees, beggars, all listening to the voice
whose cadences are like the breathings of the wind
in the pines. People not only listen to the teach-
er's voice, but they are affected by his teachings.
They tremble. They repent and are helped to do

better. The rabbis all allow that Jesus, as teacher,
has power,

Then he has st
healed this very day.
is outside and anxious now to get in,

But, hark! What is that noise overhead ?

People look up.

The Pharisces look out of their corner.

Jesus himself looks up.

It is the sound of a breaking, the sound of a—w hy,
they are lukim&n\\‘uy the tiling!  And now some-
thing is coming down, something that looks like a

ige healing power. He has
Doubtless some sick one

bed and is u bed, and it is actually coming down!

Day of wonder, a bed out of the skies! It is de-
scending, coming nearer, let down by firm hands,
and you can see a man on the bed! You sece the
whole very plainly as the couch sinks lower, comes
nearer, and is landed finally in the very presence
of Jesus!

“Well, well ! think the rabbis.  * This is sin-
gular! Some people seem to think Jesus cun do
anything.

And now what does Jesus say ? It is enough, in
their opinion, to send them flying up into the air
whence that sick man eane,

Jesus says, looking at the man on the bed,
** Man, thy sins are forgiven thee ! ™

What astonishment is on the rubbis’ fuces ! Ilis
sins undoubtedly have brought on the man his dis-
ease, and can Jesus wipe them ull away ?

This man of power, does he elaim power also to
forgive sins?

Who can forgive sins but God alone?

Jesus, the man from Nuzareth, forgive? It is
untrue, it is blasphemy !

He ought to be stoned.

O, what a blusphemer !

But he is looking that way, into the Pharisces®
corner, and while his burning eyes search their
hearts his voice penetrates that seclusion :

* What reason ye in your hearts ¢ Whether is
casier, to suy, * Thy sins be’ forgiven thee:? or to
suy, ‘Rise up and walk?’ But that ye may know
that the Son of man hath power upon earth to for-
give sins, Tsay unto thee"—his eyes are upon the
palsied man now, directing, urging, commanding—
** Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine
house ! "

‘* Ho, this upstart from Gulilee has gone too far,”
think those judges in their holy corner, *He
never can do"—but look !

Why, the helpless man on that bed uctaally
turns !

Ile rises on his knees !

He stands on his feet !

He stoops to his bed, grips 11, throws it over his
shoulder, and, thus burdened, the once helpless
eripple, a few minutes ago prostrate on that bed
sailing down the air, is walking off, the people fall-
ing back to right and left!
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A few moments g0 not another man could get
into the house, and yet hiere is o once palsied erip-
Ple, a bed on his back, finding room to walk out,
out into the vestibule, out through the door, out
into the street, Ppraising God us he goen! Can you
not hear him?  And in response, what a breaking
out into praise there is behind him, people glorify-
ing God and, filled with fear, erying out, “We
bave seen wtrange things to-day,”

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The engerness with which erowds of sick people
rash in the East to any source that promises re-
Yief from wuffering finds xo muny illustrations that
it in difficult to select from among them, A letter
Jiew before the w riter, just received from o Yyoung
Jady who wrote it on Mount Ilermon, Palestine,
which slows how livi g and real these Bible
pictures are. An American lady physician had
arrived, and, sle Bays, “‘as word spread to the
surrounding villuges of the doctor's fame and
skill, people began to cowme in from all directions,
arriving a few on unimals, most walking, reach-
ing the house bufure we were out of bed, The
doors hiad to be holted during the hour for secing
the people.  These had 1o be let in gradually by o
dixeriminating asxistunt. . ., Sometimes a few ata
time were allowed in the wide hall; sometimes a
good many would be there at onee, a most forlorn
Eroup—women with sick babies, all sorts of peoplo
with poor eyes, from the goutherd from Ain Attur
to the women from Mcinas, each of whom kept a
badly influmed eye covered, Several poople
troubled with partial paralysis were also treated,
Beveral pitiful cases of leprosy also were present,”

Thero is 8o much of eruel superstition doming-
ting the theories of diseaso and medieal remedy
that it is little wonder the crowds rush to kindlier
practice. A doctor in India tells of heing eallod
to the bedside of a little three-year-old child, the
futher and two brothess, the mother and sister and
others, all o close us to prevent any fresh gir
reaching the child. The barber had just finished
shaving the hair from the skull just above the
forchead, where the bruin can be seen to pulsato in
a baby’s head, which the natives eall the * door of
the brain,” and a Mohammedan doctor took a red-
hot picce of iron from the fire and pressed it to
the part, destroying the tissues to the skuil; and
they explained that for many days that door to the
brain had been open, and in evil pirit entered
there and must be destroyed or the child would
die.

Dean Stanley #ays of a certain day in Palestine,
“ We found the stairs and corridors of the ecastle
lined with a crowd of cager applicants, ‘sick peo-
ple with divers diseases,’ who, hearing that there
was a medical man in the party, had thronged
him, ¢ besceching him that he wonld heql them,'”
““1 mention lhiainuidcm," he adds, * because it
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illustrates so foreibly those scenes in the Gospe!
history from which 1 have almost of necesaity bor-
rowed the language best fitted to describe the
eagerness, the hope, the variety of the multitude
who had been attracted by the name of this
beneflcent influence,” When the Prince of Wales
and his party were in the region of Lebanon they
were beset with calls for help in the recovery of
the sick, When Nupoleon passed through the
Greek convent ut Jaffu he laid his hand on those
afflicted with the plugue, that they might, as they
funcicd, be heuled by the touch. Dr. Trumbuld
harrates that when he was at Castle Nakhe, in
mid-desert, an old Egyptiun governor, now well-
nighseventy yearsofage, petitioned hiin to cure him
of the growing infirmitics of age; and tells of a
blind man on Moung 8inai who besought him to

Bluaplwmy was in a general way any speech
that dis), 1 God. The purish for it was
stoning, Teuhnicully it was the utterance of the
hamo of Jehovah at ull under any circumstances,
ere it would scem to have been for utterunces
which properly, they thought, belonged only
to God. The reverence for tho greatness of Deity
is found among Mindus, who do not offer sacri-
fices nor sing hymns in honor of, nor pray to,
Bralm, their highest expression for Deity. The
Assyriuns lil owise built no temple for Ashtoroth,
the heud god of their pantheen, The Jewish doc-
tors based the prohibition to utter the word ¢ Jg.
hovali” on Lev, g4, 16, assuming that it were
Bafer not to utter it yp 1] than run the risk of be-
ing churged with doing so irreverently, The cus-
tom was extended to fulse gods by giving them
nicknuies, gy Boxheth for Bual, When a Jow
heard blaspliemy ho was expeeied to lay his hand
on the heud of the offender, in token that he him.
self wus entirely quit of the responsibility of the
erime, and tear hLis garment, which must never
again be mended,  This is the first timo the Lord
Jesus s charged with blasphemy, and t)ore in
nothing to indicate whether the Pharisce doctors
observed the custom or not, but the Pharisces had
made but little change sinco the Macealien mon-
archy, exeept in the minute extension of external
rites anil rules, so they may have done thix
according to usago,

One thing observablo in this narrative is the
precixion of the word for bed, which is the dimin.
utive, thus ugrecing with the distinetions in the
kind of beds, Tt was in this ease proby! ly a quilt
to wrap one's gelf in, and nothing more, Multj-
tudes have no otlier * g » than the outer day
garment, henee the law (Deut, o4, 13) forbade is
heing kept in pawn after xunset, The divan was
often the hed gt night,  Ded-frames wers in use,
even elaborute ones in royul liouses, of pillars of
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marble or silver or ivory, the bottom sometimes
being of gold, with purple and many colors in the
hangings. There must have been, as there is now,
a common sort of cheap frame, with strings or
other woven material to hold a quilt, if the season
required it,

Blackboard.

BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

=YOUR SINS?

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, E8Q.

NEED.
THE PALSIED MAN
SICK IN
BODY. | SOUL.
EFFORT,.

FOUR PALSIED ONE
R 10 THE
RIENDS +* HYSICIAN.

REWARD,
INS FORGIVEN.
ICKNESS CURED.

NEED TO-DAY.

A SIN-SICK WORLD.
EFFORT REQUIRED.
FAITHFUL WITNESSING,
REWARD.

SALVATION "WELL DONE"
FOR FOR
INNERS. ORKERS.

**Ye shall be witnesses unto me."
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By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verse 17. The power of Jes “T1 believe in
God the Father Almighty,” repeated my earnest
young friend several times o week, for she was a
zealous church woman and seklom missed a serv-
ice. And yet, strange to say, she had a word of
doubt and almost bitter questioning for every re
form and reformer. And so, to test her, I said,
“1 wish you did really believe in God the Father
almighty.” “What can you mean?" she an-
swered, indignantly ; “am Iahypoerite?” ¢
but possibly a sort of ath Phillips Brooks
tells a story of some savages to whom was given a
sundial, and so desirous were they to honor and
keep it sacred, that they housed it in and built a
roof over it. Is your belief in God’s power so rev-
erent that you put it one side carefully, as being
too sacred for daily use? Then learn to use and
be comforted by your belief. Trust in the
almightiness of God will make you believe in {he
triumph of good, the righting of every wrong.
What a sentence that is which opens our creed |

Verses 1820, God men and  works
through men. It seems as if angels and seraphs

might be better instruments for God to use in

uses

| bringing this world to himself, but he chose men

instead. When he was going away from this
world he did not leave a volume of preecpts to
perpetuate his work, nor a university to earry on
his teaching, but he selected twelve teachable nicn
through whom to work. Are you weak? The
men of this lesson were doubtless of small account
in themselves. ““God hath chosen the weak
things of this world.” Are you without talents?
‘“ God hath chosen the things that are not.” God
wants you, *

Verse 20, “ Thy sins are forgiven thee.” In
God’s sight moral weakness is far more deplor-
able than physical. What is your gr
as God sees it? 1s it some alleviation of bodily
weakness? Is it, instead, the transforming of
your heart till it loves the good, the peautiful, the
true as it is in Christ? Jesus Christ can do this
for you, and he only. Not for the fevered and pal-
sied and blind did he give his life. They mi rht,
were it best, be restored without such a sucrifice.
He had only to say the word and it was done.
But not by a word could the sinful, the scornful,
the hating be brought back to righteousne
Nothing less than the whole life of Jesus, culmir
ting in the cross, could make men holy.

est need

Perses 21-24.  *“ Whether is easier 2" The world
calls the healing a miracle and difficult to believe,
when the greater miracles of forgiveness of <in are
going on constantly all about us, and are ncce pted
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susily as offerin,
Christ.  Take the story of Jonsh. We doubt and
quibble and find it impossible to beliove the story
of the big fish and the swallowing of Jonul,
And nobody thinks to doubt the greater miracle,
the overwhelming statement that everybody in
that great city of Nineveh repented and was con-
werted. If I were to doubt any part of the story, 1
vould doubt the wholesale conversion of Nineveh,

Verses 25 and 26, “ Glorifying God.” Thank-
fulness will utter itself in o sigh orin a song, in a
sear or in an alabaster box, in a look or in g shout
of praisc.  * Ingry ude,” says 8t, Augustine, * iy
the devil’s sponge with which he wipes out all the
fuvors of the Almighty "

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Give a short account of the **conneeting links "
with the last lesson, espeeially the cure of the man
“Aull of leprosy.” luke a clear word-picture
of this miracle Explain phrases, where neees-

el | es 37 “ doctors of the law " 4 Qalls’
lee “dudea;”  “palsy g w letting  down
through the tiling ;" “couch;” ¢ pod ;v “blas-
pheniies ;7 « power of the Lord,” ete....The va-
rious kinds of power shown by Christ in this les-
son § glimpses of his omniscience, omnipresence,

ate.... What the lesson teaches: (a) Concerning
the way of ¢ ning to Christ; (b) The salvation of
8 soul; (¢) Characteris of faith....The holy

service of the bearers: ¢ Seeing their faith,”,, .,

—e-—

A.D.28,) LESSON vI.
GOLDEN TEXT,

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT,
Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do the things which I

[Feb. 9.

g no proof of the divinity of | Why the puralytic reccived two blessings, und why

in this order, (Matthew’s purallel account inti-
mates, by Christ’s peculiar words of sympathy
that the man was sorrowing because of sin.). ...
Additional practical lessons : (1) If we need bleas-
ing, temporal or spiritual, we must believe in the
* present power of the Lord 3" (2) We must have
asense of need ; not only know that God can give
the blessing, but long for it; (3) By our fuith and
carncstuess we may bl'iug other needy souls to the
feet of Josus, (Sco also “Thoughts for Younyg
People.”)

References,
Freeman's Ilanosook,  Ver, 17: Tho Phari-
sces, 693, 700; The scribes, 648, Ver, 18: The
bed, 649, Ver, 19: The roof broken up, 726.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No, 1.

Come, ye sinners,

Futher, T streteh my hands to thee.
Pm poor, and blind, and wretched,
Come with thy sins.

A wonderful joy.

No. 2,
Sing Ilis praise,
Hear thou my prayer,
I bring my sins to thee,
I'm kneeling, Lord, at merey's gate.
The great Physician,

[Feb. 9.

say? Luke 6, 46,

Authorized Version.
Luke 6. 41-49, [Commit to memory nrua]

[Read Luke 6. 12-49,)

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that
s in thine owy eye ¢

42 Either how canst thon 81y to thy brother,
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine
oye, when thou thyself Lelioldest not the beam
thut is in thine own cyet Thou hy pocrite, cast
out first the beam ovs of thine own eye, and then
shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that js
in thy brother's eye,

43 For a good ‘tree bringeth not forth corrupt
gnil; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good

uit,

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit,
For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of u
bramble bush gather they grapes.

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good ; und an
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bring-
eth forth that which is evil : for of the abundance
af the heart his mouth speakoth,

Revised Version,

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam

2 that is in thine own eye? Or how canst thou
say to thy brother, Brother, let me east out the
mote that is in thine cy ¢, when thou thyself he-
holdest not the beam that is in thine own eyo?
Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of
thine own eye, and then shalg thou sce clearly
to cast out the mote that is in thy brother's cye.
43 Tor there is no good tree that bringeth forth
corrupt froit; nor again a corrupt tree that
44 bringeth forth good fruit, For cach tree is
known by its own fruit, For of thorns men
do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather
they grapes. The good mun out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth thag which
is good ; and the ovil man out of the ovil freas-
wre bringeth forth that which is evil: for out of
the abundance of the heart his mouth speakoth,

-

-
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46 And why call yo me, Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which I suy ?

47 Wlosoever cometh to me, and heareth my
sayings, and doeth them, I will show you to whom
he is like :

48 lle is like a man which built a house, and
digged deep, and luid the foundation on a rock :
and when the flood arose, the stream beat vele-
mently upon that house, and could not shuke it;
for It wus founded upon a rock.

4y But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like o
man that without a foundation built a house upon
the carth j against which the stream did beat vehe-
mently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of
that house was great,

TIME.—Summer of A. D,
Not certuinly known, but trg
hill known as the Horns of Hattin as the Mount
of Beatitudes. It is about seven miles from Ca-
pernaum, and is about sixty feet in height. INe
TRODUCTORY s sermon here
given by Luke i
mon on the Plain, beeause of Luke 6, 175 and ul<o
because, although its substance is similar to The
Sermon on the Mount, given by Matthew, there
are notable variations,

HOME READINGS,

called by some

rmon on the Mount, Luke 6.
Scrmon on the Mount, Luke 6.
ron on the Mount, Luke 6.
Zh. Blessing of godli Psalm 1

F. Known by its fruit.  Mutt, 12, 81~
8. Reaping what is sown,
8. The rock foundation.

1 Cor. 8, 8-15,
LESSON HYMNS,

No. 348, New Canadian Hymnal

All things beautiful and fair,
Earth and sky and balmy air;

No. 354, New Canadian Hymnal.
Summer suns are glowing
Over land and sca.

No. 352, New Canadian Hymnal.
There's a wideness in God's merey,
Like the wideness of tho sea.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.,
1. Mote and Beam, v, 41, 42,

Whom did Jesus choose as apostles? (Verses
13-16.)

What four blessings did he pronounce? (Verses
20-22,)

What four wees? (Verses 24-20.)

What counsel did he give about cnemics (Verses
27-40.)

In what year of Christ's public ministry were
these words probably spoken?

ion Das fixed the |

s The Ser- |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 85

46 And wiy call ye me, Lord, Lord, und do not
47 the things which Isay? Every one that cometh
unto me, and hearcth my words, and docth
48 them, I will show you to whom he is like: he
is like a man building a house, who digged and
went deep, and laid a foundation upon the
rock : and when a flood arose, the stream brake
against that house, and could not shako it: be-
49 cause it had been well builded, But o thas
heareth, and docth not, is like a man that builg
u house upon the carth without a foundation ;
against which the stream brake, and straight-
it fell inj and the ruin of that Louse was

OF what discourse do they form a part ?

In what gospel have wo the fullest report of this
discourse ?

At what place was it probably first delivered ?

What reason can you give for believing that Jesus
repeated it in substance?  (Luke 6, 17,

What sort of people made up the erowd that lis-
tencd to Jesus 2 (Luke 6, 17-19,)

With what Jewish proverh does our lesson bo-
gin?

What is the difference between ¢ behioldest ” and
“ perecivest 2?

I it casier to serutinize our own faults or the
faults of others ?

What is meant by “how canst thou say 1"

Can a man be a hy poerite without knowing it?
2. Fruit and Thorns, v. 43-45,

Why is it difficult for u faulty person to correot
the faults of others?

What is the best way to secure the insight and
tact whicl we need in our efforts for others’ morul
reformation

Are “ good men” harsh and hasty in judgment?

Are kindness and gentleness and compussion
among the treasures of an evil man’s heart ?

Can any one be a true Christian who is unchar-
le in spirit?
Compare ve

ita

e 45 with Matt. 12, 54,

What is the real source of our deeds and speech?

What does Jesus say about our words? (Matt.
12. 36, 37.)

What, then, is a wise man’s prayer? (Psalm
19, 14.)
3. Sand and Rock, v. 46-49, ¥

What question is asked about tulking and doing?
(GoLpeN Texr.)

Compare verso 46 with Matt. 7. 21,

Of what were oriental hiouses us 1y builded ?

What is a characteristic of Galilean torrents in
winter and in summer?

Why might a stianger be induced to build on
the sand of a dry river bed rather than on u rock ¢

Who is the roek and foundation which only can
furnish us stability 2 (1 Cor. 3. 10, 11.)
What may we learn from the phraso “digged
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deep” to illustrate the necessity of care in estab-
lishing the foundation of charucter ¢

Observe the Revised Veision of the last part of
verse 48,

Practical Teac
Where does this lesson show—
1. That without goodness of heart there ean be
no really good works ¢
2. That without charity for others we cannot
help them?
3. That exeept our character be well founded
and well built it cannot stand ¢
Where ure we taught—
1. How to act justly?
2. How to speak wisely ¢
3. Whom to obey ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Verses 41, 42,

41. What did Jesus mean by the mote and the
beam ¢

42. Is it right to blame others for what we do
ourselves? What do we need if we would help
people cure their faults ¢
2. Verses 43-45.

43. Can true goodness be hid? Iow may we
know when a man’s heart is good ¢

4. How is a good tree known? Will sticking a

fig on a thorn tree change it into a fig tree ?

45. Name some things which come out of the
heart,
3. Verses 46-49,

46. 1f we pray for patience or gentleness what
clse should we do?

47. 15 it enough to know what Jesus taught ?

48. How are we to act like the wise builder?
Why could not the flood throw down his house ?

490. Iy it right for any one to think he is seeure

[Feb. 9.

if he does not obey Christ?  What is the greatest
loss?
Teachings of the Lesson.

We ought to form the habit of looking for what
is good in our companions rather than for what is
bad. Be severe with ourselves and have charity
for others. Our conduct is what our charaeter is
Jjudged by, To profess and not to practice is a
great sin. If our hearts are full of love to Jesus
we will speak of him. The only way to be safe is
always to obey Christ. To bear good fruit we
must have a new nature,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER:
SCHOLARS,

Where is the plain of Gennesaret 7

What hill is near this?

Can you find this place on the map ?

Where did Josus go when he preached the Ser-
mon ou the Mount ¢

Did many hear this great sermon ¥

What was the first word of the sermon {

What did Jesus tell the people?

What did he know that many would do?

Are we in danger of listening and not doing?
Answer to yourself,

What warning is given in the GoLpen Trxr?

How docs Jesus teach us to build our lives ?

What does the rock stand for? Firm goode
ness,

What does the sand represent ! Uneasy wicke
edness,

Something to Remember,

Everything youdo is helping to build your house
for eternity,

If you hear this lesson and do it not, you are
building on the sand,

If you hear it and try to do it, you are building
on the rock,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

Consider the circumstances under which the Sermon on the Mount was delivered. Jesus had been
going about Galilee proclaiming “ the Gospel of the kingdom,"” that is, the “ good news,” that the
* kingdom of heaven™ was at hand, This meunt in Jewish ears that he was ubout to * restore again the
kingdom of Isracl,” that Messiah would appear, rally the nation around him, drive out the Romans, and
¥it in regal splendor on David’s throne at Jerusalem, That was the good time coming for which all
Jews waited and longed, and now that a Prophet, evidently a greater one than even John the Baptist,

having miraculous pPowers, is announci

g the immediate approach of the kingdom, multitudes have come

together from all parts of the country, from distant north and south, from the shores of Phanicia and
the mountains of Edom (Mark 3. 8), to hear this new Prophet's message. The Sermon on the Mount is
this prophet’s manifesto, but he turns upside down all the old ideas of the Jows, The kingdom was not

to bring power, Pomp, prosperity to its subjeets ; it was to belong rather to the poor and the meek, to the *

mourners and the persecuted. Its warriors were to be the makers of peace, the seckers of righteousness,
the pure in heart, the mereiful. The sermon is a summary of all Christian teaching, In these final

sentences we read three warnings against false teache
in their own conduct ; agninst false professors, who

are strangers to Christ and in life disobedient to

s, Who inevitably reveal the fruits of their teaching

erhaps perform distinguished services, but in heart
his will; and against false hearers, who listen to
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sands of worldly purpose.

the ¢
80 different from that of the rabbins of the schools.

Christ's words with pleasure, but heed them not in practice, who build their characters on the shitting
In the surge of temptation they shall full, while the life founded on faith in
(lnhl shall stund the storms of time, and receive its reward in eternity.
course, while the listeners wonder at its bold declarations and at the spirit of the new Teacher,

This impressive picture ends

Verse 41. Why beholdest thou. The verb
here used means to * stare at as by a close in-
spection, The mote. Literally, a speek of
<hatf, & chip; figuratively, a little fault, In thy
brother’s eye, The is the mun's judging
faculty. The beam. Figuratively, some great
fault. In physical life it would be impossible for
one to have the smallest particle of wood or grain
in his eye without knowing it ; but how many of
us have serious faults and ignore them, while we
magnify the size of the faults of others? (1) Zhe
worst men have often wonderfully sharp eyes for the
delinquencies of their neighbors,

42. How canst thou say.
guilty of such ridiculous presumption? Let me
pulle  (2) Uncharitable judgment often conceals
itself under the cloak of friendship. 'Thou hypo=
crite. A hypocrite 18 one who is more zealous to
reform others than to reform himself. Cast out
firste (3) 7o every man the purity of his own char-
acter should be of the first importance, (4) Only
those who have humbly sought holiness can hope to
purify others. Then shalt thou see clearly.
(5) To corrvect the faults of others is a duty which
No truly good
an can notice a brother’s mote or beam without
trying to help him get rid of it.

43. A good tree bringeth not forth cor=
rupt fruit. Hence where the fruit of action is
evil we know that the heart must be unsound.

44. Every tree
fruit,  What a man does or refuses to do, how a
man stands with those who know him best, what
is the kind of influence a man habitually exerts—
these are the tests of his character. It is well,
however, to remember that man judgeth by the
outward appearance, while God judgeth the heart.
Thorns « « . figs,not of a bramble bush . « +

How can you be

requires the clearest moral vision.,

grapes, In Palestine, behind rough hedges of

thorn and the prickly pear, fig trees are often seen
completely covered with the tendrils of vine
branches,

45. The good treasure of his heart, It
would be in harmony with our Saviour's use of
thix figure to think of all our hearts as being empty
inchildhood. Every net, every word, every thought,
tends to fill our memory, to mold our tastes, to con-
trol our will; every experience of our life is an
added treasure to the store of our hearts, If our
life has been good, its udded resources will be good §
if our life has been evil, its resourees will be evil

and in the hour of emergency what goes out from |

our hearts will be fair specimens of what is there
stored.

known by his own |

46, Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
| do not the things which I say? From the
| warning against false teachers Christ passes to the
consideration of false professors. (6) Zhere is a
vast difference between lip service and heart loyalty.
(7) e that professes love to Christ must practice obe-
dience to God. Profession is easy; anyone ean
say, * Lord, Lord.” * Vain repetitions” do not be-
get love (Matt. 6. 7); “devils believe and trem-
ble" (James 2. 19). Many shout * Church” who
only ** steal the livery of heaven to serve the devil
in”" The true Christian says, *“ Not my will, but
thine, be done ™ (2 Tim, 4. 5; John 15, 5; James
1. 22).

47. Heareth my sayings, and doeth them.
These sayings included the whole of the Sermon
on the Mount ; they included also all precepts which
are in harmony with the mind of Christ, He that
*“doeth them” not only reccives them into his
mind a8 memory lessons, but weaves them into
his life.

48. He is like a man which built a
house, and digged deep, and laid the
foundation on a rock. Because of the occus
sional heavy rains in hilly Palestine, a good foun-
dation is of first importance ; only a house upon a
rock could withstand the storms. The peasants’
cottages are often made of unsubstantial muterials,
quite sufficient, however, for the mild climate of
the Orient. The spring freshets wash all away
exeept those that stund on high rocks, (8) He is
the wise man who builds a character on Christ as his
JSoundation. Sce 1 Cor, 13, 11 ; Isa. 28, 16; 1 Peter
2. 575 Deut. 32. 1. (9) Not morality, nor prin-
viple, nor generous impulses will afford a basis of
character so sure as faith in Christ. When the
flood arose. The spring freshets and storms
beat vehemently upon that house and could not
shake it. There are many eritical hours in life
that test our character and hope, such as doubt,
temptation, and approaching death,  Christian
character can be so founded and built as to be stead-
fast and immovable through life and in death.

49, Without a foundation. None but
foolish man would so build. The sinner hears
Christ's sayings, but does them not. He sees the
rock, but does not build on it. He sees the right,
but does the wrong. He builds up a worthless
character upon an utterly worthless foundution
(John 5. 403 Job 8. 13, 14; Psalm 1, 6). The
stream did beat vehemently. Rain, floods,
and winds come suddenly in Palestine, and with
| great violence, The listening multitude had often

beheld such storins of fury, and well understood the
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necessity of building on u rock. Van Doren in
upper Pt saw an entire village (founded on the
earth) in ruins, having heen destroyed by a flood
from the Abyssinian mountains, The ruin of
that house was great. Such disaster will be
mine it I prove hypoeritical or unsteady, It was

|
r

ruined ; not a vestige of the edifice was left, Christ
teaches that the doers of his work are tried, often
suddenly and furious ¥, yet their salvation is sure
(2 Tim. 1. 125 2, 197 2 Poter 1, 10, 12), The
sinner’s trialends in certain and utter ovorthrew
(Ezck. 13. 85 Jer, 12, 55 Prov, 10. 28),

CRITICAL NOTES.,

The lesson taught by our Lord in these verses is
that the first condition of being u true teacher,
und not a blind leader of the blind, is to he the
moral eharacter one lolds out for imitation, Be-
fore one assumes the office nl"_imlgv, or of the
reformer of the woral condition of others, he
must first sit in judgment on himself and en-
deavor to be the moral ideal he secks to mako
others to be,

Verse 41. Beholdest, See, without effort,
the mote that is so small that jt eunnot be seen
without effort, without close examination, in thy
brother?s eye. In the conduet of an enemy, the
serutinizing glanee directed by injured feelings
might easily discover evil without much mixture
of good ; but love and affeetion for a brother would
be supposed naturally to take the keenness out of
the look, for * love thinketh no Vil But pere
ceivest not.  Cunnot by elesest examination sce
distinetly, as the word signifies, the beam, the
rufter of a roof' in thine ow e, The intent of the
proverb, which it probably was, waus to bring into
strong light the selfish indulgence of our great
faults, contrasted with our eritical attitude toward
the little faults of others, The word rendered
*“beam,” which may mean a thor or a large p
of timber, is emphatie, and is specially spoken of
as that beam.  You see the minor offense of your

" brother, but not that glaring sin of your own,

42. How canst thou say, What
hardihood will You have, how will you be able to
reprove or to exhort others to live rightcously,
Yourself inconsistent both in thought and conduet ?
Hypocrite. Musk wearer, Tie ancient players
on the stage wore musks, likenesses of the ehurae-
ters they desired to represent and to be taken for,
Christ Jesus puts the mote finder who is blind to

rategory of those mask

moral

beams in his own eye in the

wearers who are merely Playing a part, fulse ehur-

acters who are not wht they scem, but deecive by
appearances and by imitation of the
Castout first.  This scoms diffienlt in:
eation to everyday life,  Must no one reprove
Il hie himself is sinless ¢ No, but tl
is that no one can consistently condern sin jn
others who does not hate sin in himself and secks
to be rid of it. To indulee sin i onrselves, but to
condemn it in others, is branded by the Lord
hypoerisy.  And then shalt thou see clearly,
Will be able to look througl, Sin has
ening power on the fuculty of 1

genuine,

its aypli-
sin

prineiple

a8

dend-

oral perception,

J
|

It distorts the morul vision and gives us wromg
views of life and of the Kingdom of truth, thus
holding us in the realm of illusion, Clear vision
I the result of a elean heart,

43. Good tree , . , corrupt fruit, Thero is
close relation between the condition of a treo and
the quality of its fruit; and there is a similar re-
lation between one’s moral state and the eharactor
of his influcnce upon others, Not only is the tree
#ood, it is, though our ver ion does not show it,
also beautiful,  One's conduct may be good, sc-
verely good, but it is good only in the sense he
intended when there is in it and about it.tiu
clement of the beautiful which makes it something
to be admired and loved,

44. Known,

We ean only judge of the inner
nature of the tree by the kind of fruit that that
nature brings forth ; and as we thus know trees
80, a8 it is in Matt, 7. 20, wo may thoroughly
teachers by the effeets of
their teachings. Thorns  , . figse There is u
tacit appeal here to the common sense and experi-
ence of men.  Thorns do not produce figs, and
nevercan,  The berries of the thorn may resem-
ble grapes (see Matt, 7, 16), but they aro not
grapes, nor have they the nature of grapes; and «
bramble bush, notwithstanding its berries may
look like immature grapes, will not be taken by
anyone for a grapevine. The real difference i»
ater than the apparent resemblance,

45, 11

verses,

know good and fulse

is the application of the preceding
Like produces like, It is the ground na-
ture, the constitutional law of ull worlds, physical
and wmoral : good man, good treasure or hidden
store und good results in the outer life; an ovil
man, evil results, For out of the abund .uce—
thut is, the dominant eharacteristie or nature -of’
the heart, the treasure, source, the whole inner
life “As a man thinketh in Lis
heart, so is Lie,” and he cannot hide it,

Wiy *address ™
1on with me, saying, Lord,
nifies * Master,” one who s
supetior and to be revercneed,  And do not the
things which I say, Thus belying  your-
selvess for if T were your lord and yo woro my
servants ve would do the things that I command
You. Tleart service and not lip service is the sery-
ice of the true servant,

47. Heareth , , , doeth,

expressed,

16. Why call ye me,
wie, that is, seck p
Lord, “Tord" .

Tho test of
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hearing is the doing. To hear the sayings of Je- | ”- ”"‘ Dekp. 3
sus is to imbibe them into the inner lifo as prinei- | """"l bree. --g/"""".""“./‘
ples of uction. Out of that inner life they flow into | The fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5. '-5'-4| 'J:L
the outer life and beeome eonduet, hence the outer | Fruits of righteousness,  Phil. 1
corresponds to the inner; and it is not u ease of | L s Heawr.
thorus und figs, | The yood treasure. vs 40,

48. Digged decp. Went below the surfuce, | Blessed.....pure in heart. - Mutt, 5. &

Follow... holiness, Heb, 12, 14,

the evanes
esthetics of r
light in ecc
inspiring music, in swe
fined surroundings, is not religion any more than
admiration for n Murill a Correggio is proof
positive that one is an artist. Foundation on |
a rock. On solid principles, on the enduring |
and strengthening support of Christ’s ching. |
Flood arose.
that of an inundation. When the severest dis-
tresses came, the swelling of the rivers, floods be-
low und floods from above covered all things and |
spread ruin, even when the stream beat vehe-
mently, dushed violently, upon the house, it
could not even be shaken.  For it was founded.,
Rather, had been founded. Long before the flood
cume there had been a grounding of the moral
character on the roek of steudfust prineiple.
Character is not made in a day. Doing the will
of God strengthens the moral fiber; and endurance
in the tecth of temptation and trial becomes a
fixed habit of mind and heart,  What is fixed, cut
into the innermost life, is character. Ile who
hears the word of God, but does it 'not, does not
translate it into terms of everyday living and
thinking, has nothing strengthening in his moral
nature ; he is, says our Lord in

Verse 49, Like aman that without a foun=
dation, nothing solid, nothingabiding, built . « ,
apon the earth. Rains will never come, nor
winds blow, nor rivers rise.  Such ignoranee is the
blind ignorance of men who never prepare for the
moral onslaughts of life or the dreadful possibilities
of thefuture,  The stream did beat. Riversdo
not cease to overflow beeause foolish men build on
sund,  Immediately it fell,  The first dash of
temptation, the first breath of the gale of moral disas-
ter, and down went the frail structure in utter col-
lapse. The ruin . . . was great. The floods
swept all away, In the hot breath of Lell showy,
rootless flowers are burned to a erisp,
ters, reputations, all carried away, for they had
no foundation.  Wide i3 the ruin when they flour-
ished for a day.

seent  emotions, sentimentalities, and
i Love of Christian art, de-
r ture, in touching or

t

The primal idea of the original is |
| A house, .. .on a rock. v, 45, 49,

Foundation. .
The chie

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The True Disciple.
L. 1hs Eve.
The mote. . . .the beam, v, 41, 42
Look not....on his own. Phil. 2, 4,
Judgest another. Rom, 14, 4

IV, Hhs Lir,
Why call ye me Lord? v. 46,
Where is mine honor ¢ Mal. 1. 6,
Be ye doers,  Jumes ), 22,
V. Ihs Ean.
Heardh my sayings. v. 4%,
Ears....let him hear,  Matt, 11, 15,
Tuke heed what ye hear,  Mark 4. 24,
| VL. s Rock,

Thoughts for Young People.
Thoughts Concerning Character,

1. The evil character is often disguised under
a good profession and guileless upped

2. The real character of men is rv\unlul by
fruits in conduct and in moral influence.

3. The Fesults of churacter, both in the inde
vidual and upon others influenced by hin, ww
always in the line of its true moral condition.

4. The true charteter underneath the fair pre
fession lies naked and open before the cyes o
Christ,

5. The character, and not the results of effors
forms the busis of judgment before God.

6. The only enduring foundation of churucter »
the Gospel of Christ,

7. Every character, whether good or evil,
sure to be thoroughly tested,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Around the Saviour what a crowd! Sce how
fur it stretehes on either hand, and how many are
packed close in front! e sends out his clear

penetrating voice all over the crowd, and hov

searching are his thoughts !

Wateh the elfeet of his words on those three
men before him. They have all come to this
gathering, hoping that others may be here who an
very faulty

What a seathing those deficient beings will gets

There are these three erities, and we will ead
them Korah, Nabal, and Absalom. They hené
forward curiously, listen intently in behalf of the
other parties, and hope the latter will benefit by
this scarching sermon.

There is Korah.

He likes to Jook at the faults that blot the record




e .

of one Moses, He thinks Moses tukes too much |
wpon himseli, is officious and self-important,
Buch w speck as there is in the eye of Moses !
Korah would like to improve Moses ; but—Koral,
such a “ beam " as blocks your vision!  You may
be like that distant Korah who found fuult with
distant Moses, Do you remember it? Here you
stand, your eye blocked with a  ““beam,”
watching and denouncing the speck in Moses's
eye and wanting to elear it out !

Near Korah is Nabal,

Nabul muy have a wife whose name, like one
Nubal's wife of old, is Abiguil.  How this Nabul
bhopes that Abigail is in the crowd, listening to
the sernon and getting what is good for her! e
has found specks in both of Abigail’s eyes. IHe
says she imprudently helped o hungry man who
was a tramp, and recklessly helped  him  with
Nabal's goods, e wishes Abigail were different,
He has started out to be o speck-hunter, and all
the time a beam is in Nabal's ¢} His life is a
constunt grab from others, IHis spirit is that of
supreme selfishness. The beam is big in Nabal's
eye. How can he see straight to help Abigail?

And now here is Absalom,

Like one of old bearing that unhappy name, he
Bnds fuult with his gruy-haired father, David,

He is all the time disparaging David while ex- |
alting himself, e is telling about David's lack,
how he wishes David were different, while he,
Absalom, abounds in disob djence and disloyalty !
O, how he hopes David is listening to the prophet
from Nozareth, and he tumns about his beam-
stutled eyes to look for David and the little specks |
that flaw David’s vision,

And Nabal, too, is turning vound to see if
apeckled  Abiguil is here to be admonished, and |
Korul is watching for Moses and his motes,

Suddenly u voice of ceming thunder rolls out
the words, * Thoy hypoerite I and three hypo-

erites tremble and turn their blushes toward the
prophet,

All through life they have been exalting them- |
selves and dwarfing others, They have been cul- |
tivating an evil habit, fuult-finding and slander,
as it it were safe and would be et anything but
barm,

Ho, carpers and erities and speck-hunters and
hypocrites !

As the great Teacher speaks, can you not seem
to see a thorn hush ¢

It is sharp with thorns.,

Will it grow figs ¢

Another bush behold, and it s prickly with
brambles,

Will it ever be purple with grape elusters ?

Ho, Korah, Nabal, and Absalom u have heen |
thorns and brambles, stinging the lives of others ;
ean you expect figs and grapes ? |

Repent ! Begin o work of self-cleaning and l
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self-clearing ! Get those beams out of your eyes!
Then you can correct the faults and clear away
the specks and motes in the cyes of Moses and
Abigail and David !

Dig up thorn bush and bramble growth! Be-
gin once more ! O, how will people act in the life
that follows this very sermon! What will Korul
and Nabal and Absalom do ?

As they listen to Jesus they see two pictures,

A mun is digging.

He digs down through the loam, the sand, the
clay.

He strikes rock, solid rock,

Upon that foundation he builds a house,

What does he hear in the night ¢

The swash ofa great storm flood all about his
house, angry waves launching their battering
rams at the building—but it stands! It is the
house of u man who built on the Rock Christ Je-
sus !

Anether picture !

Somebody clse is building u house, and sets it
on the sand, No digging, no rock-founding !

Look! Sce that black elond above the horizon !
What a voice of terror it has!  What eyes of
lightning flash out of it! Iow it covers the heav-
ens! What rumbling and roaring and flashing
and torrents of rain ey ywhere !

The waters ride about the house on the sand.

| They rush upon it. It trembles, totters, tumbles,

is gone |
Korah, Nabal, Absalom have listened eagerly,
They have heard some good advice for others,
They go home und tell Moses Abigail, and
David to look out, to build right, even on the
rock,

As for themselves, they stay on the sand.

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The foreefulness of some of these metaphors is
far greater to an oriental than they ean possibly
be to others, The depth of the phrase, * the good
treasure of the heart,” would justify a more ex-
tended illustration than our space admits,  Partly
from insceurity by the imperfeet condition of
even settled society by wars, oppression, and ma-
rauders the entire Fust has, through many centu-
ries, exhibited a passion for hiding treasures, A
rich Hindu in Indiga 1 1y convert a lurge part of his
possessions into jewelry, precious stones, op gold,

hide it in some obseure place, and make a memo-
randum on a picee of parchment of the loeality,
He then wears that parchment day and night
throughout the rest of Lis life, and after his death
his eldest son will wear it.

Only a few years since the Prince of Cashmere
sent his prime minister to bury an enormous
amount of gold, dirceting him to employ ten
Chinese coolies to do the work, and then to cut
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their thae *Dead men tell no tale

and his order wus excented,

1884, visited an oid rajuli, who, on the occasion,

sent his servant to bring an old pot buried in the
ground, out of which he twok seven strings of
prarls, with a central pendant pearl of’ enormous
iz

It s casy for the reader to imagine something
of what the M meant, then, when he spoke of
the * treasure ™ of the heart, where so many seciets

are hid, und out of which men bring, as the old
rujah did his pearls for Sir Edwin Arnold. Out
of the heart-treasure  man
speaketh,

The ruin of houses which the img
45 and 49 depiets is specially familiar in a country

abundance of the

wgery of verses

where houses are constructed of material or under
conditions which make it no unusual sight to come
ueross whole villages or towns in ruins, from one

cuuse and unother, The cxperience of the de-
i vaini Tal, in the Himalaya
Mountuins, foreibly impresses the nature of the ex-
posure ofy one may say, most, if' not all, the build-
The Rev. P,

M. Buck, of the Methodist Mission, wrote thus :

struction by storm at

ings in those mountainous regions.
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| contrast between two elusses of churacters, the false

Sir Edwin Arnold, in |

**There was a huge protuberance of the mountain

that overhung the buildings of our next-door ne
hor, the Royal Vietoria Hotel.  After two days of
most pid rain this stupendous mountain side, a
thousand feet in breadth and five hundred feet
bigh, beeamo surcharged with water, and,

to the force of gravity, broke from its rock

wnd rushed down in a precipitons avalanche,
Everything in its course was instantly swept away.
Trees three feet in diameter and walls of buildings
t thick were as nothing before it. The build-
ings of the hotel, the great shop of Bell & Son, the
reading and assembly r

EYEN

ms, and the Hindu tem- |

ples—property of many laes in value—were utterly |

destroyed,  More than two hundred human beings
were overwhelmed and killed,
of carth, rocks, and

The weltering bulk

v, amillion tons in wei

!
rushed on and plunged into the |

over in eight secon

Ilere was no earthquake,
v shaly soil which held it 1ill
a vast bulk was filled lik

only ruin suturating

stupendous sponge

It was all |

und broke from its place, There were other build- |

ings higher up thy
were on eternal rock,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Review the general purpose of the Sernion on the
Mount: (1) Who are diseiples ; (2) The character
of disciples; (3) The dutics of disciples; (4) The
aims of disciples : (5) The judgment of disciples ;
(6) The prayers of disciples; (7) The tests of dis-
ciples, ... Teachings of the lesson: (1) Coneern-
ing false teachers: (2) Concerning false Pi‘(»fx'ns-

were undisturbed, beeause they |

and the truc: (1) Their likeness; (2) Their dis-
¥ 3 (5) Their judgment ; (4) Their trials;
(5) Their destiny.. .. What Christ requires: (1) Re-
ality 5 (2) Fruits ; (3) Obedience; (4) Fidelity.

simils

Blackboard.

FoR
OF THE ABUNDANCE OF THE
HEART HIS MOUTH SPEAKETH.

FRUIT BEARING.
CORRUPT
TREES
HEARTS
BEAR
GOOD FRUIT. | EVIL FRUIT.

GOOD

OBSERVE | CHANGE
THE

FRUIT. | HEART.

By deeds are ye known.

HEARING AND DOING.

HEARERS. | DOERS.
LIKE ONE WHO
BUILDED
ON SAND. | ON ROCK.

FOOLISH ano WISE.

‘“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only."

By Way of Illustration.
The Sermon on the Mount,
the keyword of the discourse,

Spiritual mastery is
Things unseen and
eternal are mude real and overcoming, The moon

ors; (8) Concerning fulse foundations....Draw a | in eclipse stands out no more a tlattened disk, but
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a veritable sphere ; the advancing shgdow of our
earth creeps over it i a perfeet curve ; and at lust
the theorems of astronomy  become to us fuets ;
moon, earth, sun, and all the starry hosts take to
themselves the
and strange suspension in space

y unpillared and
unhung.

So through discipleship with Christ in his king+
dom all our life and its relations tuke

anew aspect,
Heaven spre

ads above us and around, vast and
thrilling with mighty energies,  Our world is
transformed from a poor low plane of doubt und
8in into an orb swung in mysterious leash about
eentral flame of righteousness,
our center,

a
God, not carth, is

Verses 41 and 42. When the light of God's grace
comes down into your heart
windows of an old ecllur long shut up,
that eellar are all kinds of loathsome
a few gickly plants blanched by the darkness, The
walls are dark and damp with the trail of reptiles, |
In the dark you would not beli the place was so
bad. It was not the light which made
horrible.

Down in

the place
God’s grace brings the lig’n!, and then
we are astonished by what we discover,

A young lady, in kpeaking of lier own strong
will and immovable determination,
Iy, “1tis that thing which I ¢
self and obstinacy in others,”

erses 43-45.  You have scen the great reservoirs
provided by water companics to supply cities,
KNow our life may flow through different pipes—
the mouth, the hand, the e—but still all the is-
sues of hand, lip, and ¢ ve their source from
the great central reservoir, If this thinking faculty
Is not in proper condition, that which flows

aid laughing-
ull firmness in my-

A.D. 28,
GOLDEN TEXT. They glorified God, s
among us,
Authorized Version,
Luke 7. 216, [Commit to memory verses 14-16, ]
| Read Luke 7. 1-50, )
2 And a certuin eenturion’s sery
dear unto him, was rick, and
4 And when he heard of Je
him the elders of the Jews, by
he would come and heal his servant,
4 And when they eame to Jesus, they besought
him instantly, sayine, That he was worthy for
whom he should do thi

ant, who wus
¥ to die,

y he went unto
esceching him that

5 For he loveth onr nution, ang
a synagogue,
6 Then Je'sus went with then,
Wias now not
frien:s

Lhie hath built us

And when he
far from tie house, the centurion
to him, saying unto hin, Lord,
yselfs for T am not, wortliy that thou
under my roof';
neither theught T myself worthy to
come unto thee: but say in word, and my serv-
ant shalk be healed,

sent
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tremendous reality of their vastness |

y it is like opening the |

ereatures and |

ro——

LESSON VII. THE GREAT HELPER,

-7

[Feb. 16.

| through the pipes must be corrupt,
forth unto the spring of the waters, and
salt in there,”

Ho went

Verses 46-49,
ence.

The test of discipleship is obodi
If your child should declare many times u
| day that hie is loving and obedient, and yet persist-
ently and constantly should do forbidden things,
will his saying that he is your good child make
himso? A physician does not Jjudge of a pationts
condition by what L saya so much gs by the pulsc
[ and symptoms. The paticnt's saying that he is
well will not convinee the physician if ovory
symptom deelares otherwise, “Is the sermon
done?” was asked by a man hurrying into the
{ chureh as the congregution was being dismissed.
“No” was the answer, “the sermon has been
spoken; it is yet to be done” Be yo doers of
the word, and not hearers only.”

References,

Fueeman, Ver, 45: Hidden treasure, 687, Ver.
45: Foundations, 761

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1,
The Gospel bell is ringing.
Hasten, sinner, to be wise,
God calling yet,
Jesus, my Lord, to thee Lery,
['was o wandering sheep,
No. 2,

Jesus, these eyes have never seen,
) my Baviour, how I love thee,
Thou, who camest from above,
Christ is knocking.
I bring to thce, my Saviour,

[Feb. 16.
aying, That a great prophet is risen up

Luke 7. 16,

Revised Version,

And a certain eenturion’s ser
dear unto him, was sick and at the point of
death,  And when he heard coneerning Jo'sus,
e sent unto him clders of the Jows,
him that he would come and s

vant, who was

e

y asking
ave lis servant,
us, besought

And they, when they came to
him carnestly, s ing, He is worthy that thou
shouldest do this for him: for he loveth our
nation, and himself built us our synagogue,
And Je'sus went with them,
was now not far from the
sent friends to him, s
trouble not thyself';
thou shouldest come

=

And when he
liouse, the centurion
aying unto him, Lord,
for T am not worthy that
under my roof: wherofore
neither thought T myself worthy to come unto
thea: but say the word, and my servant shall

cast the




Ver.

* 8. Eternal life,

eb. 16.]

8 For 1 also amn a man set under authorit,
baving under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go,
and he goeth 3 and to another, Come, and he com-
efh ; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth i,

9 When Je'sus heard these things, he marveled
ot him, and turned him about, and said unto the
people that followed him, I say unto you, 1 have
not found so great fuith, no, not in Is'ra-cl,

10 And they that were sent, returning to the
house, found the servant whole that had been
pick.

11 And it came to pass the day after, that he

went into a city ealled Na'ing and many of his |

disciples went with him, and much people.

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the
eity, bchold. there was a dead man earricd out, the
onf\' gon of his mother, and she # widow :
and much people of the city was with her,

18 And when the Lord saw her, he had com-
passion on hier, and said unto Ler, Weep not.

14 And he eame and touched the bier: and they
that bure Aim stood stiil.  And he suid, Young
nmmang ksay unto thee, Arise.

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to
speak. . And he.delivered him to his mother,

18 And there came a fear on all: and they
glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
uf» among us; and, That God hath visited his peo-
ple.
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8 be healed. For I also wm a man sct undor

authority, having under myself soldiors: and
I say to this one, Go, and he gocth; und to
another, Come, und he cometh ; and to my serv-
ant, Do this, and he doeth it.  And when Jo'-
sus heard these things, he marveled at him,
and turned and said unto the multitudo that
followed him, I suy unto you, I have not found
%o great faith, no, not in Is'ra-cl.  And they
that were sent, returning to the house, found
the servant whole, .
11 And it came to pass soon afterward, that he
went to a city called Na'inj and his disciples
went with him, and o great multitude.  Now
when he drew near to the gate of the city, be-
hold, there was carried out one that was dead,
the only son of his mother, and sho was s
widow : and much people of the city was with
13 her.  And when the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her, and said unto her, Woep
14 not.  And he eame nigh and touched tho bier:
and the bearers stood still.  And ho said,
15 Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he
that was dead sat up, and began to speak.
16 And he gave him to his mother. And fear
took hold on ull: and they glorified God, say-
ing, A great prophet is arisen among us: and,
God hath visited his people.

<

TIME,—8ummer of A, D. 23, PLACE
Probably Capernaum, a flourishing town on the
shore of the Sca of Galilee; Nuin, a hillside vil-
lage about twenty-five miles southwest of Caper-
naum,

HHOME READINGS
M. Jesus the Great Helper,  Luke 7. 1-10,
T'w. Jesus the Great Helper.  Luke 7, 11-16,
W. Life in Christ. John 11, 14-27.
Th. A pitying Helper, John 11, 32-44,
F. Fuith in the power of Jesus.  Matt. 9, 27-85,
John 10. 22-30,
8, S8piritual life. Eph. 2. 1-10,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe!

. 140, New Canadian Hymnal.

Now I have found the ground wherein
Sure my soul's anchor may remain,

No. 138, New Canadian Hymnal,

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness,

TTONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

Qu

1. At Capernaum, v. 2-10,

centurion said at the death of Christ. What was
the name of the centurion who beeame tho firs$
Gentile Christian ? Find the story of o centurion
who was kind to an apostlc.

How was this eenturion in trouble ?

What did hoe do for his servant 1

Why did he not apply directly to Jesus for
help?  (Versa7.)

May we go dircetly to Jesus with our troubles

Who were the  elders of the Jews "

What idea of Jesus muy these people have had
who came continually to reccive his supernatural
blessings, but who did not recognize his divinity ?
What reason did the clders of the Jews give to

Jesun why the centwion’s request should he
granted 1
Does God give his earthly favors to the worthy ¢
What is a synagogue ?
Why did such a man love the Jewish nation ?
How should we feel toward God's people ?
What did Jesus do 1
ment is this to those who pray ¢
Repeat the centurion’s mes
How did this mes
On what other oces
6. 6.)
What did he say to the people?
What did the messengers find when they re-
turned ?
OFf what promise was this a fulfillment {

(Murk

sion did he marvel?

(Mutt,

What was o centurion ! Find what a certain | 7. 7.)




ain, v, 11-16,

Where did Jesus go the next day ?
with him?

What did he mect at the gate ot Nain 7

Who was dead, and who was the prineipal | 12, In what part of u town are Jewish burying
mourner ¢ places ¢

- ; - -
| 8. Did he think Christ power over diseusc ;
Who were [ 10. How did Jesus show his mighty power?
|
|

2. Verses 11-16.
11. Where was Nain 2

What, if' possible, made the 13. How often is Jesus called Lord in the four
greater ? gospelst Why had  Jesus compassion for tle
widow ?

| 14, Why di¢
present to sympathize with the | still?

in troublet |

mother's sorrow '

What comfort has a Christiun in the loss of

friends? (2 Cor. 4. 17, 18,) ’

ho  were
mother ¢

1 those who carried the bier stand

16. What was it only the greatest prophets had
Who will comfort such as are

| done? Tow long since there had been a prophet
(James 1. 27,) in Israel? Who was the last before John the Bup-
What is compussion ? tist ?

|
How did Jesus show his compussion ! See Ileb, A’
|
|

Teachings of the Lesson,
4, 15, and Is 0. £ § "
What did hie do at the bier? And what did he | A 2ood master will be kind to his sorvants, Jo-
s sus is always ready to help the needy. Distress
'“,“ at power did these words show ? | drives people to the Saviour. No case is too hard

Shall the dead be ealled forth to life? (1 Co. | for the Lord. We may bring help from
15. 52.) Jesus to our friends, We are to weep with those
What effect followed the command of Jesus ? | that weep., Fourteen is as mortal as fourscore,
o whom did Jesus deliver the restorcd young | God's help comes at the right time. We may
Hinn 2 ' ~ | have vietory over sin and death, If we are alive
Tixm,) | spiritually our speech and walk will be proofof jt,

L 142

How were the pe ople atfected ! (Gow
What had been prophesicd in Hosea
What is said in 1 Cor, 1 5

What message

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
(Verse 20,) ) ,
What answer did Jesus cturn?  (Verse 22.) What happened while Jesus w.
What did Jesus say to the people about John 2 | Pernaum

came from Johu the “;l['lh&lf’

as away from (-

Vor 98.) \\;hu was the siek man 2
Who invited Jesus to dine 2 (Verse 36.) Wilo wia bis master {
Who gave to Jesus proofs of love?  (Verses | What does conturion mean 2
e Who are Gentiles? Al who are not Jews,
\\'iz‘h what parable did  Jesus sustiiy tlio What did the Jews think? That they were
woman ¢ (Verses 41-43,) E . !hc'only people God loved,
Whiat did e suy to the woman? (Verse 50, Where had Jesus been ?
v | Why do you think Jesus would care for a poor
. — N | Gentile?
Practical Te achings. | Why did the eenturion send him the word I
Where in this lesson do we learn— ‘ did? Because he was truly humble,
1. That a soldier may be a good man ¢

. Try and think how
he had real faith,

v the centurion showed that
That fuith makes men humble ?

hat Jesus rewards humble faith ¢ How did Jesus reward Lis faith 2

hat the presence of Jesus by Joy ¢ What did he say about it ?
h That the words of Jesus give comfort ? Wh

did Jesus go the next day ?

What does Nain mean ?

What sad thing had happened that day ?
Whom did Jesus mect at the gate of the city ?
What wonderful work did he do?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. Verses 2.10.
2 Why was the centurion’s servant

dear unto
him? What was his disease ?

| Something to Remember—
3. What had Jesus beeame famous for? Whom |

did the centurion send to Jesus ? Why did he
#end them ¢

4. Why did they think he was worthy ?

6. How are fuvors sought in the East ?

7. How did he show his great faith ?

Jesus loves everybody,

» rich and poor, black and
white,

He who can give new life to the

body can give
it to the soul,

Jesus knows all our sorrows and wants to “heal
them, y
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.,

Many miracles have been wrought in Capernaum and its vicinity, of which only the most prominent
find a place in the evangelist’s record, A demoniac has been healed in the synagogue (Luke 4. 31-57)
the mother of Peter’s wife has been cured of her fever by a word (Luke 4. 88-44) ; a leper who besought
Jesus for aid has been eleansed in a monient (Luke 5. 12-16); an aged man, helpless with paralysis, is
lowered through the opened roof into the Healer's presence (Lesson 1V), and departs in health, bearing
the couch on which he lay (Luke 5, 17-26) ; and a publican, sitting at his counter, is called forth to fol-
low Jesus, and obeys, leaving his all. We next find Jesus at Jerusalem, attending the feast of passover,
and healing a cripple at the pool of Bethesda (John 5.1-47).  Again he is in Galilee, healing a withered
hand on the Sabbath day. Ile spends a night in solitary prayer on the mountain summit, and in the
morning chooses lis twelve apostles (Luke 6,12-16).  To them he delivers the matchless Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. 5-7). Just at the close of his address messengers arrive from a Roman centution, inter-
eeding for his mighty power of healing on behalf of a dying servant, Though distant from the spot, h
works the miracle and commends the noble soldier’s faith. Jesus has given proof of his power by
almost every form of miracle. Ile has healed diseas y a touch and by a word ; he restored the
dying while standing by the couch, and when distant miles away ; he has brought back to life the little
girl who had died but an hour In'urc it remains for him to eall back to life a dead one who is already
Wur(lul for the grave. Afar in Nain, twenty-five miles over the mountains, a widowed mother is
wecping over the corpse of her only son, Jesus journeys to the spot, and meets the funeral procession
on its way to the sepulcher. At his touch the bearers pause ; at his word the dead youth rises into new
life. The mother receives her son, the witnesses give glory to God, who has sent so great a Prophet to
fallen Israel, and the fame of the mighty Worker resounds throughout the land.

Verse 2. Centurion. An officer in the Ro- | Worthy. He was rich, and gencrous; clothed
man army (like a captain in ours) in command of a [ with authorfy, and just; high in position, and
hundred soldiers, Every centurion to whom ref- | humble. (7) 7t is well when others rate us ag hiyh
erence is made in the New Testament reccives hon- | a8 we rate ourselves, Loveth our nation.
orable mention. (1) Even the wicked surroundings | Romans were usually tolerant of their subjects,
@f a camp need not keep men back from God. Gen- | but contemptuous of them also. But this man
‘eral Havelock, General Toward, and hundreds of | owed to the Jews, doubtless, his rest of soul, domes-
others—officers and privates—hav. shown that | tie purity, and sweetness of life, (8) We should love

od soldiers make good Christians. Servant. | God's Church, however unworthy may be some of its
g;mu. In Matthew’s gospel the word used indi- | members. Built us a synagogues (9) Money

g

“@ates that this servant was a youth, Dear unto | contributed to build churches is well invested.

Rim. (2) Good masters and good scrvants fit well | Synagogues, as we have scen in other lessons,
dogether.  Sicke Of o * paralysis,” us we learn | were meeting places for worship and the reading
from Matthew ; but what is meant by the word | of the Seriptures. The men occupied the floor,
Shus transluted we do not certainly know ; perhaps | and the women in a latticed gallery took silent
8 rheumatic fever, (3) Zhe young as well as the old | part in the services, Very probably among the
feed to be ready for d ath at any hour, marble ruins on the summit of Tell Hum there

3. Heard of Jesus. Ilis fume as the Good | are yet remaining some fragments of this tribute
Physician, who healed by supernatural power, had | of Gentile gencrosity, At all events, it was in
spread in all direetions, (4) An example of faith | the synagogue which this good centurion built
without sight. Semt unto him. Matthew says, | that our Lord delivered the discourse of John 6.
*ecame unto him.””  But this is not a contradie- | The walls of the ruins are about seventy-five feet
tion, only a variation in the way the story is Lol(l long, fifty-six feet wide, and ten feet thick. Four
The old Jews used to say, ** Every man's proxy is | rows of columns divided the interior into five aisles.
a8 himself; ™ and throughout the Bible we find 6. Trouble not. As if to help a helpless one
messengers speaking in the words of those who | could be a burden or trouble to the Good I’hy-
sent them. for example, 1 Sam. 25. 40, 41. | sician! (10) Jesus is always ready to bless and to
J Rulers of the synagogue, probably. In | save the needy. Not worthy. The Greek word
East nearly everything wanted is sought | here stands for greatness of rank ; the word trans-

~ through mediators, middlemen, (5) As these elders | lated * worthy ” in verses 4 and 7 refers to excel-

‘Snterceded with Jesus, so Jesus represents himself as | lence of character. (11) * T%e best men have often

nterceding for us bofore God. (8) Those who expect | the lowest opinion of themselves.— Burkitt. Une
nswer to their prayer must plead earnestly. der my roof. e may have feared that Gentile
4, 5. Instantly, Earnestly, lously. | surre lings would iully defile the great
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over avenues lined with graves,  The hillsides
around Nain are honeycombed with ancient rock-
hewn sepulehers, In burial no coffin was used,
but the body, w rapped in linen clothes, was luid
upon a bier und carric | to jts resting place by foy
bearers, The only son of his mother, and
she was a widow., This seems the culmination
of sorrow, The condition of widows in orienty|
society is peeuli ly Toncly, helpless, and sad,
Much people of the city was with her,
(22) Zet us not fail in howing sympathy with thosw
that mourn. A kind act, the silent pressuro of 4
hand, in such times has a wonderful power to
comfort,

13. The Lord saw her. Ilosaw her 8OTTOwW,
and felt for her, (23) So ke feels in limse(f the bur-
dens of our common humanity. e had com.
passion on her. Others had uppealed to his
sympathy through the intereession of friends—the
centurion by the elders, and the nobleman for his
son; but this woman needs no pleader savo her
own sorrow, (24) We need no one to intercede with
Clhrist for us.  Weep not. Others camo to weep
with the weeper; Jesus came to dry her tears
(25) Our “weep not" has no power; our Lovd's is
almighty.

14, Came and touched. To touch the bicr
Was an act of cercmonial delilement, forbidden by
the traditions. But conventionalitics and customs
stood but little in the Master’s w ay when works of
merey were to bo wrought, (26) Lvery one who ia
&piritually healed Christ touches and speaks to,
Young man. 1Ilo addresses o pale, still corpse,
us though it could hear and obey.  (27) The con-
duct of Jesus can be explained by recognizing
his divine personality, I say unto thee. Otlors
had wrought miracles in the name of God; he
works them in lis own name, (28) 1le who could
awaken can trangform souls by @ word from his lips

15. Sat up. Though encumbered with the
long robo of the dead. Delivered him to his
mother, 0, mother! mother! wast thou more
favored than other motliers ? Or was it that, for
tho sake of all mothers as well as thyself, thou
wast made the typo of the universal mother witl,
the dead son—the raising of him but g foretaste
-of the one universal bliss of mothers with dead
sons?"— George MeDonald,

16. Fear on all, A senso of awe and rover
ence for one who possessed such supernatural
power. - Great prophet. More thun cight cen

Prophet.  Evidently he had o high estimate of the
holy character of our Lord, Where the diseiples
saw power, he felt holiness,

7. 8. Neither . * « worthy to come,
(12) Aot worth, but need, is the title to Christ's no-
lice. Say in a word, (13) Christ's word out-
weighs other men's work, Under authority,
having under me soldiers, T)js man supposes
all the powers of nature to be organized and con-
trolled with something like the Bystematie drili
and discipline of the Roman army, whieh he un-
derstood so well. Jesus scemed to him like somo
great general whose subordinate officers were storms
and diseases. One word from Jesus, and health
would gallop back like regiment of cavalry when
the order is given. Ile had a ch';m-r(-um‘uplinn
of the poor Galileun Teacher than anyone lse,
(14) Faith enables one to see the invisible,

9, 10. Marveled, “What is more wonder
ful than to see Christ wonder? *'— Bishop lall, 8o
great faith. That which inspired the wonder
of Jesus was: (1) Fuith which arose in so strange
A quarter; (2) Faith which so clearly discerncd
deep spiritual truths ; (3) Faith which so fully re-
alized his divine mission i (4) Faith which showed
#uch absolute confidence, Not in Israel. Wicro
he had looked for fuith, he found umbelief; and
where he had expeeted unbelicf, he found fuith,
(15) Zave we such faith as our Lord might expect P
Found the servant whole The fuith of the
master is rewarded by the he: 2 of the servant,
(16) Any Christian may be the connecting link be-
tween Christ and some one in great need,

11. The day after, (17) Let us be like our
Lord in daily works of mercy and lelp. He went,
He probalily set forth from Capernaum very carly
in the morning, in order to enjoy the cool of the
day ; sailed down the luke to 1ts southern end, and
thenee walked still farther south along the banlk
of the Jordan to one of the ravines leading west-
ward to the village of Nuin, which hLe reached
about noon.  (18) Distress drives us to Jesus, and
Jesus hastens to the distressed, Nain. The namo
means “ Lovely 3 it was picturesquely loeated on
the northwestern slope of Little Hermon, in full
view of Mount Tabor, Many of his disciples
« « « much people. This was in the popular
reriod of our Lord's ministry ; the multitude ¢l
irhed great expectations, and the enmity of perse-
eutors hiad not yet been aroused, (10) Iir/m/ul-il_;/
s not the surest token of suceess. The trus resulty
of Christ’s labors were not the throngs about him, hadd passed away since Elisha had brougl,
but the little knot of disciples, the nucleus of his | back the dewl to life, and more than four centuries
Churely, (‘_’0)“(,‘muinftli.sz‘iplcsfolmw their Lord, | since the vo ¢ of propheey had been heard, It
not only to Nuin, but to Golgotha.”—Starke, (21) | seemed as it God had forgogen his people, and
With what motive and for what purpose do we find | left them to perish,  Now they kee the token that
ourselves in the throng that follows Jesus ? the chosen nation is wtil] remembered and the

12. There was a dead man carried ont. | line of inspired scers continues, (29) Cod watehes
In oriental countries the dead are buricd outside | over this world which he hus made, and will not
towns, and-often the traveler approuches citics ' Zeave it in darkness,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 2. A certain centurion. A Gentile
by birth (sco verse 9) and a soldier by profession.
The first fruit of the Gentiles was a soldier, Cor-
nelius the centurion. When we remember the con-
dition of slaves among the Romans, the cruel atti-
ster toward servant, the tender solicitude

oman soldier for his slave appears extraor-
dinary ; it indicates his character,

3. He sent. Matthew (8. 5) says he eame him-
sclf. There is no difficulty, TLuke is fuller in the
beginning of the narrative than Matthew, and this

interchange of persons is common in everyday oc-
currences.  What one does through others he is
often represented as doir Elders of
the Jews. Notof the synagogue, but of the peo-
ple, who would have inte
haps more influence with Jesus, Ifeal serve
ant, The requests for the help of Jesus were
various, One asks for a son, another for a daugh-
ter, another secks help for himselfy but this is the
only instance where help is asked for a slave,

6. Hath ilt us a synagogue. The Eng-
lish does not fully express the seuse of the Greek ;
it means, ** hie has built us a synagogue at his own
expense,” This was something

g himsc!f,

st in the ease and per-

at in their eyes,

Roman soldier to
But kindness is

and it was really unusual for ¢
show much Kindness to a Jew,
not without reward,

6. Jesus went with them, Such o character
a8 the centurion was represented by Jewsto be was
very rare. Weo are to think that Jesus went with
them, not beeause of the synagogue, nor because of
thesoldier’s love forthe Jewish nation, but beeause
of the man hinself,  No oneean doanything greater
than he, Jesus would see this uniquecharacter, this
palminthe desert. Sent friends. The centurion’s
faith in Jesus rises so high that hie does not think it
neeessary for liim to come at all, Iere is faith,
For Iam not worthy, And here is humility,
The people thought he was, but he, dwelling on the
lofty character of Jesus, docs not think himself
worthy to invite Jesus under his roof, But it has
always been true that God loves to dwell in the
humble heart,

7. Say in a word, The faith of this man in
the power of Josus Christ is beyond question most
astounding. lIle believes his power is divine, for
at a distance he would have him utter his fiat, and
a8 God in the beginning said, * Let be,” and it was,
ro could Jesus speak the word and it would be done.
‘This was elearly the thought in his mind, as the
next verse shows,

8.Go. ..come. Asthecenturion commands
his koldiers and they do his bidding, so Jesus can
command his power and the order is obeyed.

9. Marveled at him. Thero are only two

instances whero our Lord is said to have *“mar-
veled,” here and in Mark 6. 6. There he marvels
at unbelicf, here at faith,  That, certainly, wus
remarkable which would have excited the wonder
of Jesus. So great faith, The admiration of
our Saviour is for the fuith that had sprung up in a
Gentile heart, where it would be, humanly speak-
ing, the leust expeeted. Thereissomo differenco be-
tween what Christ admires and what tho world ad-
mires,  The helping hand of Jesus was stretohed
to save the slave and to bless the master.

10. They « « « found. While theso events were
oceurring the power of the God-man was healing
the dy

11. The narrative following relates another in-
stance of Jesus as the divine helper, in which wo
sce his tender compassion and almighty power.
The day after. From this it scems that this is
the first of the three gic

18!

1g servant,

test recorded miracles of
e, Alford
has it: Juirus's daughter, this instanee, and, third,
the raising of Lazarus.
from the dead since Elisha, a period of nine hun-
dred y« A city called Nain, The namo
does not oceur elsewhere in the Bible,

our Lor, though some arrange otherw

No one had been raised

12, Much peoples Purticulur emphasisshould
be placed on this. The miracle was wrought in the
Presence of many witnesses,

13. IIe had compassion. The hoart of Je-
sus wentout to the widowed, sonless mother, Death
and loneliness enshrouded her,  The leper wus
healed on his own pleading, the eenturion’s servant
on the pleading of others; the widow's son is raised
without any inte on but the silent plea of un-
utterable woe. Weep not. Tho divine consola-
tion is the promise of divine help., Christ knew
his power.

14, Arise. The Lord of life recalls lifo. Chrisg
calls on no power to aid himg itis 1" the Iufinite
Power, that speaks. In this call was also the call
to the holy life,

15+ Delivered him to his mother. Jesus
knew the holy love of mother, and honored and
Dlessed it.  There is an atmosphere of tenderness
about these delicate acts of Jesus that is truly
astonishing in one wiclding omnipotence. No

wonder children loved him, or that outeast sinners
in his presence grew abliorrent of their sins,

16. Fear on all. The multitude knew not
what to look for next. God was nearer than they
thought, the invisible powers had suddenly broken
into their everyday life, and the unseen was a stu-
pendous reality after all. A great prophet.
Only the greatest had raised the dead, Elijah and
Elisha, and he who now raised the dead was surcly
the prophet that was to come,
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Analytical and Biblical Outline,
The Seeker and the Saviour.

Centurion, v.

Gentiles shall come, Isa. 60, 8,

2. Kind.  Dear unto lim, v. g,
Just and equal, Col. 4, 1.

3. Generous, Jlath built us, v. 5,
A cheerful giver, = Cor, 9, 7
4. Humble. Not worthy. v. 6.

Humbleth hi .exulted, Luke 18, 14,
5. Believing, Say iu a word. v, %-9,
Have faith in God. Mark 11, 20-94,
1L Tug Saviove,
1. Willing.  Went with them. v. 6.
Come to minister. Matt, 20, 28,
2 Discerning. So great fuith. v, 9,
L....know my sheep, John 10, 14,
S Sympathizing. /lad compassion. v, 13,

iself

Touched with the feeling, Heb, 4, 18,
14,

4. Divine, 7 say unto thee,
Spoken....by his Son, IHeb, 1

Thoughts for Young People,
What People Said.

Vo “ Il is worthy.” So suid the clders; and
they surely knew. This centurion was worthy,
They had not thought so ut first, however: for he
iplexion, nor
his language, nor his habits, nor Lis gods, suited
them, Then, too, he was the enforecr of o hated
foreign tux.  Why was he in Capernaum with his
soldiers? To compel these elders and their fel-
to the publicans a tribute
just,  But
css, his
ue God,
authority,
red their prejudices.  And when he
acted out his convietions, and himself built for
them a synagogue, their leurts ¢
que They could no longer do
genuine moral worth,  And they we
their judgment of Lim, as neislibor
In spite of wayward prejud
lead for a while,
acter are in the main e

R “Tam not worthy.” Ko said the centurion,
And he also told the truth,
glance
how utterly
ities as true humil

his eo

was a foreigner, and not

low-citizens t
which they r

doas infumonsly

s his reetitu

his reverence

and the fact that he was * under

slowly eonque

were con-

publie estimates of personal ehar-

et.

A0 man ean at one

iod and himselt without recognizing
Therefo
¥, the consciousness of poverty

mwarthy he is. y stieh qual-

of soul, deep distrust in one's s If, always attend
genuine faith in God,

3. “7 have not seen suck fuith.” S0 said our
Lord. And for him to say that a man had unpar-
alleled faith was equivalent to saying that he had
unparalleled worth. For you cannot separate faith

‘;
|
|
!
|
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higher ideals. It is worse than no
of a man being “ full of fuith  if he be uot faith
ful. How strange to reflect that these three state
ments—apparently so contradictory—were all try
The centurion was worthy by all fair human meus
urements ; unworthy when  measured against
God's ideals for him; and made worthy again iy
God's sight by his faith,

4. “ God hath visited his people  That is what
the wonder-struck and grateful people said whe
gathered about the bier at nto watch the boy,
dead one hour ago, now sitting upright and talk-
ing. True again ; profoundly true. Wherever
there is a dead soul brought to moral and spiritual
life; whcrever a struggling heart is divinely
strengthened and supported ; wherever wrong has
a setback und right is triumphant, there God hatly
** visited his people,”

Lesson Word-Pictures,

A stout-heurted soldier is bending over a sick
bed,

Stout-hearted ?

The sight before him makes him weak, On th
bed isa valued servant whose life currentis steadily
slipping away like the tide going out to sea, and no
human power can stay this cbbing away of life any
more than the tide can he stopped.  The brave
soldier in battle may have changed a current of de
feat to vietory, but who ean conquer death, turn
back or even stay its dark tide? No human power
has any avail,

None?

Stop! Who is it that is going through the lund,
his name that of a wonderful healer? It is Jesus
of Nazareth, aud the centurion will send to him
and lay the cuse before him,
sengers at once to Jesus,

The Saviour sees them coming. They draw nigl :
they plead the case of the centurion’s servant ; they
tell of the centurion’s worth, that he has even built
a synagogue for the Jews, Will not J sus go with
them 7 Yes, he wi go and heal the servant. But,
whom does he mect on the way ¢

Why, the centurion lus been thinking the matter
over, ' Why should he trouble the man from Nuz-
arcth? Is he worthy to receive the great ealer
under his roof 2 If he have an order to give his
soldiers, he gives it and it is obeyed. If Jesus wil!
say the word of healing, it is all that needs to he
done.  His order is sufficient,  Jesus marvels, O
man of faith, though a man in a centurion’s urmor !

Jesus goes no farther, but the word of commanid
goes on its silent errand, When the messengers
return to the centurion’s house, they find nota man
on his bed of sickness, but a man healed,

The sun that goes down on Capernaum  that
night sends his last rays into the happy home of

He will send mes-
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tho centurion, but what a sad xeene over in Nuin
the next duy’s sun shines upon! There is u pro-
oersion going throuzh the streets of Nain, and the
shining of the brightest sun cannot make 1t cheer-
ful. It ix a funcral procession. It nas lefb that
poor widowed mother's home, and nothing e.n turn
it back.  On and on it must gotill it eets to a lonely
field of buriul without the eity wulls, Yes, it is
coming this way. You can sco it with your own
Oy CR,

‘I'liere are the dark forms,  Yousce the mourners
wringing their hands,  You hear them solibing
and wuiling. You sce the poor mother, howed,
enrrying along a heart that is breoking, the heavie-t
of burdens,  You sce the bier on which isa form
hurhed, ecold, that neversirs, On and on the
procession gocs.  Ieoplo eomie from their doors or
down from their roofs, and in sympathy j in the
procesion.  Who ein turn it back? Who ever
heard of one that was turned back? A thing of
this kind goes on Lke a dark, awful river flowing
down into the abyss of etermty ! Who cun pos-
+ibly stay it? A lare helpless.  All aro hopeless,
The mourners tear their robes and shrick frantie-
ally,  The mother tukes along her heavy burden of
o breahing heart,  The bearers 1ift woarily on the
bier. On and on goes the procession, through the
streets, out of the gates, on and on, but outside
what is this procession coming ?

Tiis is very different. I'eoplo cre in another
moad. Some are talking carelessly., Others are
laughing. The serious are not somber, Those
burdened are not despuiring.  This is a procession
of life. At its head is one with a very thoughtful
fice, but no shadow of death is there. Let this
Leader step axide, and Iet all in the procession of
sife step aside.  The procession of death must roll
on and will roll on.  What, that other procession
doos not step axide ?

No, for lle, the leader, plants himeelf in tho way
of this procession of deuth, speaks to tho woman
erying, ** Weep not,” as ifthere wore no nced of
despair, and then, going to the bier, ho touches it,
yes, he xtops it, this river of death flowing on!
He duros even to &ay, ** Young man, I say unto
thee, Arise!™ Prerumptuous! somo ono may
have whispered, but—look ! The young man turns,
rires, vits up, and speaks ! Then that great Leader
delivers the son to his mother !

O what a day!

Day of wonders, when Jesus Christ mot the
river of death flowing into the abyss, stopped and
turned everything haek, making it a river of life
that flowed back into the eity !

0O Master divine, bo with us whef wo meet tho
river of death, and change it into the river of lifo !

The Teachers’ Meeting.

I. Fix the historic fucts in mind—dates, places,
and other circumstances....II. View tho inci-

dents of the lexson from five standpoints: (1) Of
the gaping crowd in whoso presence sueh aston-
ishing wonders were wiought 5 (2) Of the anxious
hicarts whose dear ones were restored to them—
the eenturion, the widow, and other dear friends ;
(3) Of the sufferers brought back to health and
life—the servant and the dead boy ; (4) Of the
devout, thoughtful obscrvers, who recognizel the
supernatural power that worked these mirueles,
and felt the sweet comfort of the visitation of
God 5 (5) Of our Lord Jesus himself, the Saviour
whose sympathetie heart was deeply moved by
tho sorrows of those about him....III, The out-
line given in tho filustrative Notes in casily
worked out: 1. 7%e Needy One. Noto the rare
graces of this Roman soldier: (1) Reverence;

(2) Generosity; (3) Iumility ; (4) Insights
(%) Faith. 2. 7%e Divine Helper. Christ here eme
phasizes cortuin aspeets of his nature: (1) Ilis

knowled ¢ (2) Iis sympathy ; (3) His author-
ity ; (4) 1lis power,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The pliraso about the servant * who was dear
unto him™ carries a whole segment of tho customs
of the period. The Hebrews had long sinee eensed
to hold slaves of their own people, but they did of
other nations. Theso slaves, under both Greeks
and Romans, wercoften as white as, or whiter than,
themselves, and equal or superior in eulture, They
served inomany ways, and often received impor-
tant trusts, were confidential advisers, eapable of
exceuting large enterprises, and it was not at all
uncommon that a warm affection grew up between
the master and this class of slaves, and not only for
finaneial profit, but from sheer friendship, many o
bond slave beeame “dear to his master.

This captain was a Gentile, and even though he
wero some sort of proselyte, which Edersheim de-
nies, ho would not know whether the great Ilebrew
healer, who had till now only helped his own
country people, would aid a Gentile. At any rate,
ho secures the services of the Jew clder, who was
asort of religious magistrate, to go and ascertain,
according to a custom in all the oriental world of
indirect approach. Marriago contracts are made
in India through middlemen; appeals for exer-
cise of influenco with magistrates aro constanily
sought through nissionarios; and, as Rico says,
“a thousand petty things in daily lifo* are
sccured through one, two, or many persons,
rather than dircetly. These are often sens one
after another at brief intervals, as this mnn;_ rent
influential officials, and then, later on, his
‘Afriends” (verso 6), und last of all appears
himself, humbly affirming that he had no claim,
as a Jow, to bo conxidered at all. It reems diffienly
to ray to what extent he held the Jewish snper-
stitious notion that the evil spirits were subjeet to

1 as Roman soldivrs were; but he prob-
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Ably hud only the Roman thought of power to com-
mand absolutely at will and have it come to pass.

The other part of this lesson speaks of the bier,
or bed, on which the dead young man lay. Roya)
pemsonages were conveyed to their tombs on their
own beds, but commonly nothing was used but a
plain wonden bourd, on which the body lay cov-
ered with a cloth, just as is the usage to-day among
Jews, Moslems, and Christians in the far Eust, The
nearest relatives accompany the Dbier, keeping
close by it, and even strangers falling into the
procession,

It must have horrified the speetators when they
saw Jesus, o Jew and a rabbi, toueh this bier, it
being held that so much as to touch it rendered
the person ceremonially unclean for a defined
period.

Blackboard.

THE GREAT HELPER.

THE CENTURION
APPEALS TO | BELIEVES IN
TESTS.

MARVELOUS FAITH REWARDED.
ERVANT EALED
ELFSAME OUR.

“Have faith in God.”

LIFE TRIUMPHANT.
EATH
EFEATED.
THE PEOPLE GLORIFY GOD,
SAYING,

VYMPATHIZING WERFUL
AVIOUR , A Propuer

“IS RISEN UP AMONG US.”
*“Therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,"”

By Way of Illustration.

**A certain centurion.” That the Roman occupa-
tion of Palestine was not altogether oppressive und
unjust may be gathered from the character of t} is
centurion, stationed so long among the Jews uy 1,
grow interested in their fuith, to aceept it, at leust
to some degree, and to show his zeal for the try,
God’s worship by building a synagogue, to whicl,
of course, he came as u w orshiper.  Another
centurion shows an attructive character—the Cor.
nelius whose pray®rs and alins had come up befory
God. Yet another relented at the sight of thy
dying majesty of Jesus, und exclaimed, * Truly
this was the Son of God "

The Great Helper. * Beseeching him that 1
would come.” * Then Jesus went with them.”
There is a society in Boston which has this ob $
It secks to furnish every family with a friend
This is the great need of humanity —friendship,
with a helper who has both winingness and power
When Charles Kingsley was nsked how he had u
complished so mueh he said, 1 have a Friend.”

Christ is the great symputhctic nerve of hy

manity over which all the oppressions and suffer
ings of his people distinetly pass; nor does the
mysterious instrument of sensation in the humun
body convey more dircetly to the sensorium
sense of the condition of the extremest part of th
frame, than Christ feels the wants and sufferings
of every member of the human family,

Verse 9. Great faith. Faith lifts the soul into
the realm of the invisible, and that man succecds
best who has most of this element,  The difference
between a merchant prinee and a petty trader i
that the trader ean work only so far us he sees
He must be able to put his hand on cask and box
and bale, while the other disdains to stop at things
he can handle, but deals with the relations of
things, anticipates results, and, taking into account
time and space, scasons, races, and latitude, makes
the whole carth minister to his need. In affairs
of state the man who looks at forms of law is but
a politiciun, while he who comprehends the un-
scen and looks forth with elear vision into the fu-
ture is a statesman, Christian faith gives to. one
the broadest vision and brings forth forces unsecn
to serve him.— Beecher,

Verses 11-15.  Christ showed tender regard (or
human relationships, “ He delivered him to his
mother.” s not this a propheey of reunited house
holds? All love is divine in the sense that it is
from God, and so fumily love is blessed and beau-
tiful and peasing to him.  Will not our Christ re-
unite broken family circles and give us our own
again ?

Verse 16.  ** There came afear on all.” No won-
der that a great fear fell on all, They might have
thought of Elijah and the widow of Saropta; of
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Elisha and the lady of Shunem. They, too, the OPTIONAL HYMNS,
greatest of the prophets, had restored to lonely No. 1
women their dead only sons, But they had done b Ry
it with agonies and energics of supplication, All unseen the Master walketh,
wrestling in prayer, and lying outstretched upon Weeping will not save me.
the dead ; whereas Jesus had wrought that miracle O holy Saviour!
calmly, incidentally, instantaneously, in his own Comie, ray soul, thy suit prepare.
name, by his own authority, with a single word. My faith looks up to thee.
Could they judge otherwise than that * God had No. 2
visited his people? "—Canon Farrar, o &%
Sing his praise,
References. Awake, my soul.

Freeman. Ver. 3: “Elders of the Jews,” 834, Jesus, thou everlasting King.
Vor. 5: Synagogue building, 762, Ver, 1 Jus- Jesus Christ is passing by.
toms at funerals, 763, Ver. 14: The bier, 764. i Once for aM the Saviour died.

——————

A. D. 28.) LESSON VIII. FAITH ENCOURAGED. [Feb, 28.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Authorized Version.
Luke 8. 41, 42, 49=55
verses 41 3
[Read Luke 8. 1-56.]

41 And behold, there came a man named Ju'i-
rus, and he was a ruler of the synagoguc; and
he fell down ut Je'sus’ feet, and besought Lim
that he would come into his house :

42 For he had one only daughter, about twelve
yeurs of age, and she lay a dying.  But as he went
the people thronged him,

49 While he yet spake, there cometh one from
the ruler of the synagogue’s Aouse, saying to him,
Thy daughter is dead 3 trouble not the Master.

60 But when Je'sus heard 42, he answered him,
saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be
mude whole,

61 And when he came into the house, he suf-
fered no man to go in, save Pe'ter, and James, and
John, and the father and the mother of the
maiden.

62 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said,
Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

63 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing
that ghe was dead.
put them all out, and took her by the
, saying, Muid, arise,
spirit cmmne again, and she arose
and he commanded to give her meat.

« [Commit to memory

straightwa

TIME.—A. D. 28; how close to the events of
the lust lesson we cannot say. PLACE.—Ca-
pernaum, which is deseribed in Deseriptive Index.

HOME READINGS.
M. Faith encouraged. Luke 8, 41-56,
. Great fuith,  Matt, 15, 21-28,
. mples of faith,  Tleb. 11. 1-10.
7%, Faith failing. Matt. 14, 92-33,
Weak faith helped. Mark 9. 17-29,
Trust in the Lord.  Psalm 62,
o Come boldly. Tleb, 4. 11-16.

2nx

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 118, New Canadian Hymnal.
Let him to whom we now belong.

Fear not : believe only.

Luke 8, 50.
Revised Version.

41 And behold, there came a man named Ja'i-rus,
and he was a ruler of the synagogue : und he
fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him to

42 come into his house; for e had an only
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she
lay a dying. But as he went the multitudes
thronged him,

49 While he yet spake, there cometh ono from the
ruler of the synagoguc's kouse, saying, Thy

50 daughter is dead ; trouble not the Master, But
Je'sus hearing ity answered Lim, Fear not : only

51 believe, and she shall be made whole, And
when he eame to the house, he suffered not any
man to enter in with him, save Pc’ter, and John,
and James, and the father of the maiden and

52 her mother.  And all were weeping, and be-
wailing her : but he said, Weep not ; for she is

53 not dead, but sleepeth.  And they laughed him

54 to scorn, knowing that she was dead, But he,
taking her by the hand, ealled, saying, Maid-

55 en, arise.  And her spirit returned, and she
rose up immediately ¢ and he commanded that
something be given her to cat,

No. 123, New Canadian Hymnal.

Tam coming to the cross ;
I am poor, and weak, and blind ;
Tam counting all but dross ;
Ishall full salvation find.

No. 120, New Canadian Hymnal.

I am thine, O Lord, T have heard thy voice,
Andit told thy love to me;

But I long to rise in the armsof faith,
And be closer drawn to thee.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Father’s Plea, v. 41, 42,

Where did Jesus go preaching the kingdom of
God? (Verse1.)
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What purable did Lo speak to the people ¢
(Verses 4-15,)

Whom did bie cluim as his kindred (Verse 21.)

What miracle did Le pertormon the sea ? ( Verses
22-95.)

What miraele in Gadara ? (Verses 26

What commund was given the heule
(Verse 59.)

What was o “ ruler” of o synagogue ?

What was this reler's request ¢ (See Mark 5. 23.)

Where did this seene occur

What Gentile eclipsed the fuith of this Jew ?

What puthetic secne is deseribed between the
42d und 49th verses ?

2. Asleep in Death, v, 49

What disheartening intell
rus's house ¢

What comforting words did  Jesus speak ¢
(Gorben Text.)

On whut two other ocensions were Peter, James,
and John selected from the twelve by the Master?
(Mark 9. 2 14. 33.)

What mourning custom is here alluded to?
(Compare Eceles, 12, 5; Jer, 9. 175 Awmos 5. 165
2 Chron, 35, 25.)

Find all you can about the hired mourners of
the ancient Orient,

Why were the mourners so promptly hostile?

What characteristic is xhown in Jesus's com-
mand to give the girl food ¢
3. Restored to Life, v, 54, 55,

What did Jesus then do and suy ¢

Where were the words which he spoke? (See
Mark 5. 41.)

What result at once followed

What command did Jesus give?

In what other instances did Jesus restore life ¢
(See Luke 7. 14, 15, and John 11, 45, 44.)

To whom ix thero the promise of cternal fife?
(John 8. 15,)

Practical Teachings.

1. To every frightened soul Jesus says, “ Fear
not.” To every weeping soul Jesus says, * Weep
not."

2. Jesus has no sympathy for ximulated sorrow ;
the hired mourners worked by contract.

8. Jesus docs not stop in his work of restoration
because of death,

4. Jesus would savelife, but not gratify curiosity,
Where in this lesson are we siown—

1. TLe value of prayer?
2. The power of fuith
8. The authority of Jesus 1

13,
2 came from Jai-

/Y

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Verces 41, 42,
41. What office did Jairus hold? What were its
duties? Ilow was it shown thut Josus was held in

[Feb, 23,

42. Why dud the people throng Jesus?  Did tho
Jows treat duughiters better than they were treated
by most Eastern nutions 1

2. Verses 49.53.

40, Why did the family send a messago to
Juirust

50. What did Jesus mean when he #aid, ¢ Fear
not " Were any mireles wrought without faitl
on the part of the secker ¢

61. Why was the crowd kept out of the deat!,
chamber?

2. What were the signs of gricf ut an Eastern
funcral ¢

3. Verses 54, 55.

54, What proot did Jairus give that he belioved
in Christ's power? With what words did Jesus
eall the girl to life ?

55. What did he tell them to give her? Why
did he do this?

Teachings of the Lesson.

In trouble we should 80 to Jesus.  God delays
blessing to try our fuith. Christ has power over
body and soul after death. Beeause people laugh
We must not ceuse to do good, Npirituul life is to
be fed through the means of grace.  All who sleep
in death will one day como forth ut Christ's bid-
ding. The greatest works are done without much
noise. Knowing who Christ i, and what ho hus
done, we ought to have strong fuith in him.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What city did Jesus often visit? Capernaom,
Who came to him there in great troublo one
day?

Who was Jairus ?

What shows that he was a man of importance
What was his trouble 1

What did he beg Jesus to do?

Where was the home of Jairus

Who went with Jesus to this home?

Do you know why so many people followed Jo-
sus everywhere he went ?

Who came to meet them on the way?

What news did he bring

What did Jesus say to the futher?

What is it to have faith 7 To believe Jesus.
Who had ulready come to the house of Jairus 1
What was being dono there ?

What did all these strange things mean? “They
did them to show sorrow.

Whom did Jexus take into the room with him #
What did he do with the noisy mourners?
What did he say to the dead ehild 1

What happened then 7

What did this little rirl owe to Jesns?

respect |

What do you owe to him?
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Something to Remember—
That all life—even the lifo of the bee and bird
and blussow—is from God.,

'IIOOL BANNER, 103

That he who gives life to the body can also
make the spirit live,
That we owe him the lifo he has given us,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.
This miracle occurred immediately after our Lord's visit to the “land of the Gadarcnes.” Accord-

ing to Murk and Luke the parable of the sower was soon followed by a voy

to et rid of the iner

dwelt amonyg the tombs of Guds
occurred in close succession.  Matthew g

anotker hardly less wonde ful.

mitting gruciousness of our Lord.
And itis wel
sociul dignity prostrating
dishieartening whisper of the messer
<comtort, *

iimself before the My

¢ ucross the luke

ing pressure of the multitude,  The stilling of the winds und waves which
threatened to wreek their little bark, the expulsion of a le
the destruetion of the swine
ups thew different’y
than secording to chronology.  Very beautitu.ly in the Gospel na
It is well to read them tog

ion of devils from the demonine whe
and the return to Galilee seem to havo
, apparently, rather
cle is interwoven with
glimpso of the unro-

1er, and thus g

Itis well to study them separately, for cach has a lesson of its own.
ur study, to combine the narratives of the th

cospels,  Tlere we have the man of

I
erin abjeet entreaty for the life of his daughter; the
s, Why trouble the Rubbi any further 2 the divine words of
not afraiddy only believe ;™ the scleetion of three disciples with the father and mother to

witness this wonder s the wild wails of the hired mourners, followed by their scornful laughter when
Jerus anserted his divine power; the wonderful mandate, ** Maid, arise!” followed by the instant return

o lite und physicul vigor. ‘The 1aid arise:

<, walks, and eats of the food xet before her by her overjoyed

and enger triends, and the fame of the Galilean Prophet is spread sticl wider,

Verse 41, Jairus, A good old Iebrew name,
“The first Juir of whom we read wus the sturdy
<hicl who conquered Bashan (Num, 32, 415 Josh,
13. 30). Ruler of the synagogue. The Jews
had no * elergymen” or * ministers,” and the of-
ficiul duties of the priests had ull more or less con-
neetion with the temple serviee. Synagogues were
not regarded. to any degree, ax substitutes for the

_ temple: they were mieetinghouses for voluntary
~ Beripture study and worskip, managed by luymen,
" of whom one wis * ruler” or president.”  Juirus
was therefore a leading eitizen of this town, Dr.
; Plumprre, believing that this miracle was wrought
j‘ll Capernaum, suggrests thut when the Jews of that
* ity sent their clders to Jesus to plead for the cen-
.. ; w8
- turion who had built them a synagogue (Luke 7, 3),
 Juirus, us its * roler,” was almost eertainly one of
the deputat'on, and would thus have been im-
presed with his power to heal in cases which
#eemed hopeless,  Fell down at Jesus® feet.
The natural way for an oriental to express hu-
mility and turbulent desive.  Tow carnestly do all
amen reck the physical well-being of their ehildren,
(1) Are we, as teachers, nearly as earncst for their
&piritual safely ? (2) Jesus was, and is, always ac-
cesvible.

42. One only daughter. Elsewhero Luke
records similur relutionship and privation (Luke 7,
125 9.38). (8) Jesu's sympathy was always stirred
by the sorrows of others. (&) If we are like our
Master we must hare veady sympathy for all. She
Iny adying, Matthew suys, “is even now dead.”
Thronged him. Pressed o closely us to stifle
Wim, (5) Jairns showed lis faith by lis works; in
diixeoreon e vent at once to Jesus.

49. There cometh one.  1low cagerly must

e

the eyes of the sorrowing father have turned to this
messenger from his home! Thy daughter is
deads  There seems, at first, to have been u littlo
doubt about 1t; but now the sad blow hud fallen.
Trouble not the Master. Weary not tho
Rubbi. (6) Jf the apiritually sick and the spiritually
dead are ever rccovered , their friendsmust bring them
to Jesus,

50, 51. When Jesus heard it.  Overhoard
it. Fear mot. Tlow frequently was this tender
injunction given by our Lord! Believe only.
(7) Al Ulessings are based on the faith of the vo-
cipient. (8) Jesus is always ready to answer every
appeal.  Petery and James, and John. This
is the first choice of these three men, who were
Josun’s chosen I at the transfigurati
and at Gethsemane (Mark 9. 25 14, 82), (9) lelay
in answering prayer is no indication of heartlessness
on the part of God. (10) Jesus's delay increased the
blessing, changing the cureof a disease to resurrection
Jrom the dead.

52, 53. Bewailed hers In the East profes-
Kional mourners are nearly always hired, They
weep, wail, tear their hair, and ¢ s themselves
in extravagance of sorrow (sco Ee 12,5; Jor. 9.
175 Amos 5. 165 2 Chron. 35, 25). Even the
poorest were expeeted to provide for u funeral two
fluteplayers und one wailing woman. — Farrar, Sheo
isnot dead. This docs not mean that the girl
was not dead, but that she was, #o to speak, still
within call—still under the dominion of life,

“ There ix nodeath ; what scoms 8o is transition ;
This lite of wortal bresth

I« hut the foretusto of the life elysian,
Whose portal we call death.”
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Jesus used the same words on Lazarus when he
had lain in the grave four days (John 11, 11-14),
Luke clearly understands that the gir! was dead,
for he says that the witnesses of the scene knew
that she was dead, and afterward that lLer spirit
came uguin (sce 1 Cor, 15, 6,515 1 Thess. 4. 18).
Sleep has been in all ages an image of death, The
word cemetery means ** sleeping place.” Laughed
him to scorn. Derided him utterly,  Josus
evidently had no sympuathy with these hired tears
and wails. Dr. Clarke wisc ly says that ostenta-
tious funceral kervices arc ridiculous in themselves,
and are entirely opposed to the simplicity of the
religion of Christ,

54, 55. Put them all out. They had to be
forcibly excluded; the threatencd loss of their

money made them clamorous, (11) 7hose who
treat the words of Jesus lightly will iuevitably be
banished from is prescnce. Called. Spoke in
communding accents which penctruted the con-
fines of the spiritual world, Arose straightway.
Did not gradually recover, hut was at once well,
Mark says that she arose and walked, Luke mien-
tions the food that she ate.  Peloubet notes that
** the life restored by miracle must be sustained by
natural means.”  (12) Zhe power that worked in
the body and spirit of this girl will work in vurs at
the final resurrection. (13) No death is so complete
that Jesus's word cannot restore Ufey and no spirit

is 80 abandoned as to be beyond the saving influence
of God. This incident has been found by un-
numbered souls to be * very full of comfort.”

CRITICAL NOTES,

Verse4l. A rulerof the synagogue, in
Capernaum. In this city three persons of emi-
nence are recorded as having been recipicnts of
Christ’s fuvor : a nobleman (John 4, 46), u centu- |
rion, and a ruler of the synagogue,

42. Lay a dying. At the point of death,
This was her condition when the father left the |
house. Mutt. 9. 18 says she is already dead, There
is no ditliculty, however, for he sums up the two
reports, putting forth the main fact of the child’s
death as the point to be considered, As he went,
Jesus again is touched tenderly at the thought of
the sorrow and loneliness of the father and mother |

hereaved of their only child, and straightway gocs
tothe house. But the peopl thronged him.
Literally *“stifled ™ him, the crowd was so great,
Those were days of intense excitement. God was
NEver 8o near to man, and the people felt it.  The
pressure of the multitude retarded the pro
Jesus, and advantage of it was tuken by an afflicted |
woman who timidly, and yet with sublime convie-
tion, touched the hem of his garment and was
healed.

49. While Jesus is speaking to her messen- |
gers cume from the stricken home of the synu-
gogue chief, announcing the fuet to the father that
the danghter he leftdying is dead.  ‘Trouble not
the Master. Their faith in the Master did not
reach very fur. Fuaith often depends upon the in-
terest one has in the subject of desire, Had the
girl belonged to one of the messengers hie might
have given different advice,

50. Fear not. Fearing calamity rather than
trusting God is a surrender to evil and an under- |
valuation or a limiting of the power of God
over evil.  Christ would )ift Jairus into a higher
plane of thinking, by exhorting himto be courn- |
geous in the presence of actual defeat, Anyone can
be eourageous when there is no danger. Believe, |
Faith in God gives victe ry, for he who believes in |
God is with God, and God, who is over all, is with |
bim. Let it be rememoered, however, that no |

ess of

matter what name we may give it, that is not faith
for the exercise of which there is no real necessity.
God does not move mountains beeuuse men desire
it, for the reason that there is no real nee essity why
the mountain should be moved.  All fuith tha is
fuith is bused upon necessity, She shall be made
whole. Suclitests naturally suggest the question,

| Does the faith of one person really affect another?

The answer cannot be given in u sentence. In the
case before us the faith of the father did affect im-
mediately the state of his duughter, that is, there
was no condition to be fulfilled by the child. She
was passive, dead. The prayer of fuith for o
sinner may be the original cause of holy influ-
enees concentrating on him, but his salvation must.
arise out of his own actof faith in Jesus Christ.
These holy influences may induce, warm, and
strengthen faith in his heart, but the saving act
must be inthe personal self-surrender to the Lord
Christ. We are encouraged then to pray for the
influence of the Ioly Ghost on the heart, of the un-
converted,

51, 52. When he came into the house.
This does not present a true picture, but tends

rather to confusion, The correet rendering seems

to be *on coming intothe house,” It was then he
found the minstrels and mourners ( Matt, 9), and or

| dered them out, permitting the three favored dis

ciples and the parents of the girl to follow Lim into
the inner chamber where the dead lay. To the
crowd in the house that were lamenting he ad-

| dressed the words, She is not dead, but sleep=

eth, They did not understand Jesus, and con
cluded in their own defense for their outerios that
he did not understand the case, To the conseious
ness of dJesus as the Lord of life death was but s
asl In the thought of our Lord the death that
ly death is spiritual death, Death of the
body he seldom speaks of ; to him it ean searcely be
considered s death at all,

54. Called, saying, Maid, arise. Murk
gives the exact words in the language Jesus spoke
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M Talitha eumi,” * Little girl, arise!”
felt ugain in the form of his address the sweet ten-
derness thut ever showed itself in his relations
with the weak and the helpless. The mighty
Christ is tenderness itself to those who seck hisaid,
and his presence in the home of sorrow was like

the coming of the morning,

55. Her spirit came again. 1t is to be
notieed that there is not « word recorded of the
thoughts or expericnces, while in the spirit world,
of auy of tho
It is not probable that they remembered anything
they experienced.  Miraeles were not worked on
them for the purpose of making them rev
the unscen.  The stupendous event of g one
from the dead might convinee one of the holy
gharacter of him working the miracle, but relating
‘experiences of the spirit world would, such is hu-
mun nature, only feed the eraving of curiosity,
which is any moral power. Give
her meat. Although Jesus worked a miracle,
he does not intend miracles shail be perpet-
mal, The girl is now restored to the natural
life, and under the luws of the natural life Clirist
himself places her. The eraving to be always
under supernacural power, as if' natural power was
unnatural, and as if the natural life was somchow
opposed to God or to a life of profound trust in
God, is an unheulthy condition of mind, and re-
ccives no countenunce from the word of God,
Nutural law is divine law, and the desire that God
shyll be fore suspending that law by introdue-
*ing other and higher forees is at bottom a rebellion
against that law,  Note also the evidence that the
girl was really restored to life and to all the fune-
tions of life.  Christ himsclf, after Lis resurrcetion,
gave to his disciples, * and he did eat before them
(Luke 24. 41-43). This maiden was to dic again ;

Christ rose to the cternal life and dicd no more.

whom Jesus raised from the dead.

void of

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

A Lesson in Faith,
1. Farrn iy Neen,
One only daughter, .. .dying. v. 42,
Sin entered. .. .death by sin. Rom, 3,
Ye shall have tribulation. John 16, 33,
11, Farmn Seexing,
Fell down. .. .besought him. v, 41.
Call upon me in trouble. Psalm 80, 13,
Cast thy burden upon the Lord, Psalin 55, 22.
111, ¥arrn Testen,
Thy daughter is dead. v. 49,
Trial of your faith. .. .precious, 1 Peter 1. 7.
Trying of your faith worketh patience. James
1. 3.

© IV, Farm Strexomnesen,

Fear mot ; belivve only. v. 50,
Walketh in darkness, .. .trust. Isa. 50, 10.
T am the resurrection and the life, John 11.

25.

lers of

105

V. Farru Rewaroep.
Maid, arise....she arose. v. 54, bb.
He that believeth. .. life. Jokn 3. 36,
Who hath abolished death. 2 Tim. 1.

10,

Thoughts for Young People.
Christ an Example for the Christian
Worker.

Vo Notice lus aceessibility. Only at certain hours
and on specitied

iys can you sce the President.

But you may always go to Jesus. Nobody was

admission to him,

2. Notice his sympathy. e never avoided the
sight of puin or pussed “on the other side.” No
tale of sorrow was heard by him unheeded. Tet
us imitate him in this,

3o Notice his willingness to help.
onee to the ruler’s house,

Ie went at
e was ever willing to
take on himself the burden of others.
e saw the end
from the beginuing. Neeessary delays were to him
but incidents in the constantly working providence
of God,

8. Notice Jus attention to little things, Some®
kind men spoil their benevolence by crustiness.

4. Notice his largeness of view.

Jesus knew the agonizing discouragement of the
ruler, and spoke words of chi His breadth of
view did not lead him to negleet little things,

6. Notice Lis insight into the invisible world. 1ls
knew the girl was dead; he also knew what he
has taught us—that res “there is no death ;

what scems so is transition,
He
Ilis miracles
“was touched with
and they must be worked in the
presence of those in sympathy with himself.

8. Notice his life-giving power. There is power
in the very word and touch of Jesus, and in pro-
portion to the eloseness of our communion with
him will the same power be manifest in us.

7. Notice his contempt for meve euriosity.
would work no wonders for a crowd.
were performed because he

compassion,”

Lesson Word-Pictures.

That womuan in the crowd following Jesus is irr
trouble—sick these long twelve years, her money
gone to physicians, and nothing coming in return.
Sick and weary and worn! But just ahead is
Jesus, and i she ean only got elose up to him to
touch him, he is so full of healing power, it will
help her! To stop him and detail her complaint
would make trouble for him and trouble for her,
too, for all the erowd would stop and turn and say,
** See that woman !

Besides, Jesus is on his way to heal Joirug’s
daughter, and she, the woman, must not stop him.
It is not necessary to stop him ; a touch will do.

She is now only a few feet from Jesus., A few

feet from health and strength and comfort !
0, what a boon is just before her!
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Bhe presses through the dense erowd.

Why, there is not more than u foot of spuce be-
tween hier und the blessing.

There—this man ahieud, just step aside !

It is all wrranged—everything will come out
nicely—no need ta stop Jesus and wake disturb-
ance—a touch will do—not awuy up—up ug his
girdle, but low down, o humble touch of the hem
of his gurment—that will do!

8he drops quickly on one knee—aside there, sir—
he roaches out w thing wisted hund, und touches
the hem of the garment of Jesus |

O, what & chunge!

She feels anew life thrilling her!

Her head is clear!

Her heart is light !

O, ~he has been healed !

And with o little trouble—nohody knows—
when, suddenly, u voice rings out, ** Who touched
mef?”

It is the voice of Jesus !

Tow it startles the womgn !

Then Jesus knows something happened.

Who touched him? The disciples try to explain
that it was the erowd pressing upon him,

No, though Peterund the others may think they
know all ubout it, Jesus knows that somchody
touched him und heuling power went out of hin,

The woman sees tht all is kuown, und though
a thousand eyes will be looking at lier, she comes
forwurd, und fulling down before him, trembling
and plaintive, tells all her story,

And O, that blessing of the Lord, prompt and
full, rewarding ler fuith and bidding her go in
peace !

But all this time a home is anxiously wuiting for
Jesus, and a messenger cotes up saying that
Juiru’s dinghter is dead ! Let not Jairus trouble
the Muster !

But * fear not,” Jesus tells him, Let Juirus be-
lieve, and she shall be made whole!

They go ou to the house,

What o tumult of huent is everywhere! Peo-
ple sob ut the door, and sob in the poreh, and soly
ull through the house,

Jesus presses in. - Just a few diseiples are allowed
to g in, the father aud mother, too, of the deud
maiden,

Such u erowd, eager and envious, is left without !

Aud within the weeping and wailing are con-
tinned,

* Weep not ! cries Jesus.  “She is not dead,
but sleepeth,”

0, how they laugh at him !

They moek him !

They sneer at this man from Galilee,

What ean le do ¢

Tle pats all the unbelieving throng out.

Aud then he goes up to the still, silent form, and
takes the maiden’s hand, -

Will hie draw on it aud 1uise her by itt
Does hie expect u response trom that deud hund ¢
Wit hand of our dead ever did respond to us ¢
It has been a loving hand, 1t has done so wiuch
for ux, hut O, we ean only hold it regre fully when
death comes, only weep our lot tears upon ity
chilly touch, and let it drop into its long rest
L.
But Jesus holds this dead hand in his strong
and loving clasp,
Clear und imperative is hLis voice; * Muid,
arise !
And look, look, the band stirs in response |
The arm is movet! The very body tums! And
Juirus’s daughter rises up from the sleep of death |

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The nume of this ruler, Juirus, scems to have
been unusual, though it still oceurs in the prescnt
day in the same region, It oceurs in the lust Jew-
ish war, but is not found in the rabbinical writings
till after the Middle Ages. This man had * one
only daughter, about twelve yeuars of age  That
was the period ut which a Jewish girl wax recognized
as coming of age, ufter which she was accounted s
woman. - Some commentators and others have ex-
pressed surprise that this Eustern man should show
%o mueh interest in a duughter, women being we
little ueconnted of among orientul peoples,  The
Hebrew certainly holds women in little
esteem,  But there is no evidence of this kind of
low estimate of women in the carlier Jow-
ish community. Anciently they lad a status
and liberty not accorded them sinee Mohammed-
ism has degraded women in Asia and Afrien,
tebeeea and Ruchel, Surah and Miviam, Hannuk
and Deborah, Huldal wd Anng, present no sug-
gestions of status of women, They and the
wormen of their times enjoyed liberty not now ae-
corded to women in the Eust, Dut even umong
Eustern secluded women there are many instunces
of their heing greatly beloved und honored, and
this ruler’s tender-heartedness und affeetion for o
young woman daughter can be mached in
thousands of instances in oriental life even now.
This young woman was certuinly dend, and the
hired mourners had already begun the funeral
wuil. The rabbinical rule required that there
st be at least two flute plavers and one monrn-
ing womun.  Wearese aceustomed to think signs of
gricf to be only of value when they are spontancous
and unrestrained that it is awkward to attempt to
realize the regulution of these by Yaw. The Syr-
iy were aceustomed to gash themselves with
knives; but the Hebrew law (Lev. 19. 28) forbade
cutting tho flesh in mourning. The Egyptinns,
like the Tlehrews, did not ent themselves in grief,
The Hebrew Taw also forbade shaving the huir
between the eyes (Deut. 14) and prohibited priest
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from wreovering their heuds us asign of grief; ex-
wopt for nearest relatives, und the high-priest was
not allowed to do so even on the death of his
T'he customury mourning wus
Ly ptian

futher aud mother.
a very tumult in every Eastern lund. k
dust on their heads before the
The women of the family cov-
thus

women threw
mutny of u man,
ered  their
through the streets, with their hosoms exposed,
beating themselves and making loud lamentations,
The Moubite women suote the
thigh and Lreast, slapp d their hands together,
and stamped their feet, going barefoot.  Their
ford was prepared for them and earried to them.
This was the * brewd of bitterness” or the *“ cup
In later times brewd was dis-
1. The modern
ro wailing with
as these, repeated over and over : 4 O,
40, my mas “0, lord of

fuces  wilh mud, and run

welves on the

of eonsolution.”
tributed to the poor at funer
Eypyptians purade the streets of €
such phrase:
my brother!”
ithe house !

erl”

By Way of Illustration.

Ferces 41, 42, and 49. We need a Christ who will
dear and auswer our prayer. Prayer is instinetive.
Maun flees to prayer as instinetively a8 a child flees
to its mother's arms. It is nature’s impromptu ery
—the weuk turning to the strong for help. Now,
dow God give us any certuinty thut over against
our Leed he stands with attention and with supply?
ilere is Juirus with a great hungry ery on his lips.
Notethe next word in the record, ** And Jesus went
with him.” This is but a specimen of our Lord's
«constant setion toward prayer. You cunnot find an
indtunce where he in the Last tarned from the

¢ deast reul prayer, On the to Juirus’s house the
news comes, “Thy duughter is dead.”  Ilow
often for us between prayer and its answer a great
and chilling despair scttles down,  As soon as
Jesvr heard it, he said, * Fear not.”  Thus he pre-
vents despanr. Though our prayers scem ut first to
fuil ax Jairus’s did, looking to him we may be sure
in some largre und noble way our apparently failing
prayer shull win its answer, even as did Jairus's
prayer.

Fersen 51-54. Our word * cemetery *
the Christian idea of death.
place.  Christ eame to bring life and innnortalicy
to light. Before Christ eame very piany tombs bore
this inseription :

T gives us

It imeans a sleepi

¢ After death no reviving,
After grave no meeting.”

It s well to remember that Christianity alone,
of all the systems of thought and religion, «p-
pronches your agituted presence und says, ** Let
= not your heart be trou’led It ulone nuyn, 1

wonld not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning thew which are usleep,”

|

Verse b The loving thoughtfulness of Joss
appears in his care that the maid should bo fed,
Qur Christ knows thut we have need of ull theso
thing What a delighttul guest and traveling
compunion Jesus must huve been ! His considera-
tion for others waus eonstant and beautitul, - Whon
hie saw the first shade of weariness o the fuces of

his diseiples he suid, ** Coe ye apart and rest

awhile”

Blackboard.

~THEE WHOLE

POWER OF FAITH.

THE WOMAN
ACTING | CONFESSING
O3 FAITH
RECEIVES
PHYSICAL | GPIRITUAL
WICLENEES.

** Thy faith hath made thce whole go in peace,”

ONLY BELIEVE,

ANALTTTT
LNCOURACID | REWARDID
RULER‘S AUGHTER

AISED FROM EATH.
“THE MASTER
I3 IERD
AND CALLETH FOR THEE.”

ONLY BELIEVE.

References,
Frerxan. Ver. 41: Ruler of the synagogue, 834.
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Teachers’ Meeting.

Combine the narratives of the three gospels in a
word-picture, Do not overlook the miracle on the
woman on the way....(1) Geographically locate
the scene as nearly as possible, at Jeast the gencral
neighborhood, by the aid of an outline map,
(2) Place in their proper historie conncetion
year of Jesus’s ministry § attitude of the pri
and Pharisces to him,  (3) Bring out cnoug
ners and customs to reproduce
synagogue customs and ofli

53 possibility of
this ruler, in his turn, having pleaded for the ecn-
turion who probubly built the Y

nagogue which he
now “ruled,” ete.....Jesus's character and metl-
ods as here revealed, Sce *Thoughts for Young
People .. .. Importance of children in Gospel nar-
rative: Jad with loaves and fishes; ebildren in
temple; daughter of the Syrophenician woman ;
boy possessed of an evil spirit ; this girl of twelve
years... . Ruler’s fuith: love and importunity for
daughter; tested by delay and discouraging mes-
sage; triumphant. ... Death is no obstacle to the
power of Jesus; he ean save the morally aban-
.donud....Worl«ll}‘»millllml people cannot under-~
stand the Saviour....He has no sympathy with
heartless form....Jesus's choice of these witnesses
based on character,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1,

Love divine.

Is this thy time of trouble 7
Fear not.

Broken in spirit,

Art thou saddened ¥

No. 2,
Glory be to God on high,
Come, Jesus, Redeemer,
O sing the power of love divine,
Jesus is mighty to save,
Go tell it to Jesus,
<t —

A Few Thoughts on an Old Sub-
Ject.
BY J, i, BOSWELL, D.D.

the battle. The capitalist loans his money to on
in whose honesty and business ability he relies.

We accept the facts, so called, of history on the
testimony of histovians, Young people ought not
to marry without great faith in each other,

May not fuith be misplaced ¥ Certainly, but
we must go on exercisingit.  We wero not mad:
to live and prosper in the darkness of perpetual
doubt. A man must have faith in some others
if he would be happy, and faith in himself if 1.
would grasp success.

And so, though sometimes deceived, wo must
o, believing, trusting, confiding to the end.

Faith varies from assent to trust, from a slight
assent to the deepest and highest trust, Chiristian
faith is the latter, and it centers and rests in a
person, in that divine-human Being who says of
himself, “T am the truth.” As an act of the soul
it is the greatest which can be put forth, and its
results are saving and enduring.

Yonder friend is nearly fifty years of age and
has never known a day of sickness, Of course he
laughs at the doctors, and affirms without a blush
that they kill more persons than they cure.  And
now sickness comes to him and great pain,  He
bears up bravely for a while, and then yields ;
tries simple remedies, und they fail. *“Shall |
send for the doctor?” asks his patient wife
“Certainly not; I can get well without him.” He
grows worse, and in agony of pain submitd after
this fashion: “ Wife, to please you, send for the ‘
doctor.” e comes and shows his skill, for he
knows how to question,

The sick man confes
all. The remedies are left, and the sick man takes
them on faith, He trusts his life in the doctor’s
hands,

Sin-sick soul, trust for this life and the next in

that divine Physician who has never lost a case.

—— e

IF a man is constantly learning and never
uses his knowledge nor communicates it, of
what value is it? It does not enrich his own

A GREAT many persons are puzzled to give a
definition of faith. No wonder, for faith is an
act of the soul, and like all such acts easy (o put
forth and hard to define,

It must be looked at in the light of experience,
The world is full of faith, and it varies both in
kind and in degree. The merchant has faith in
the captain of a ship and intrusts him with his
goods. The general has faith in the testimony of
a descrter from the ranks of the enemy and risks

life nor that of others, and he cannot even leave
it behind him when he dies, as the miser does
his gold. The affections that are never ex
pressed wither up ; the powers that are not
exercised decline. The very qualities which
' are admirable in themselves exist only by being
|

constantly employed for the benefit or pleasure
of others. So no man can live unto himself,
Whatever he would get and keep, that he must:
give and use most freely, —Fz,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Bible Work in the Primary Class.
The chil-
ny Text,

Yes, Bible work for the little ones.
dren who cannot read may be taught the
if not the Golden Text. In the great majovity of
cases the teacher who has tact and love can se-
eure the teaching of the lesson in the home.  Butif
pot taught there, the wise aud thoughtful teacher

will see to it that some portion of the word of
God be fuithfully put away in the little mind at
each session of the class, even though the teach-
ing of a new song or the making of an extra fine
blackboard lesson has to he postponed.
Some teachers will remember with pleasure the
day of picture cards, each with its Bible vei
to be learned. How they were treasured, and
how their precious traths, early stored in the
mind, became a part of the very being, only God
~and the angels know. Picture cards with a Bible
verse on each may be had at small expense, and,
where the primary class is subdivided, the work
of hearing the verses and giving out new cards is
made very easy.
An alphabet of texts is always pleasing to chil-
" dren, Select short texts, as far as possible bear-

o

} ing upon daily life, and teach one each week, al-

-wuya reviewing the verses previously learned.
'\*\Thu children become interested in the growth
o the alphabet, and take real pleasure in the
- exercise.

The Chautauqua drill, familiar to all, is an
mirable device, and the Bible acrostic is also
~ pleasing and helpful.
‘dnv school,” “heaven,” *“Christian,” and select
* Bible verses the initial letters of which spell the
“word chosen,

“ Helping Texts,” such as *“ Wateh and pray,”
“Looking unto Jesus,” “Be courteous,” *In
everything give thanks,” ete.,, may be taught, and
form a child's calendar of seven verses—one for
each day of the week. How helpful these texts
may prove in trial days even now, who can tell ¥
And in the wider experiences that await these
scholars they may be of untold value.

There are many ways which will suggest them.

Choose sume word, as * Sun-

= selves to the teacher who really desires that her

little ones may be helped to hide the word in their
4 &
hearts, If we will, we may make the learning of

Bible verses a delight, and who shall be able to
compute the rich harvests that may grow from
the planting of the living seed in virgin soil ¥

|

The Heavenward Side of Earthly
Teaching.
BY FAITH LATIMER,

Never before was primary cluss work made
when even the Inter-
announced a
course for the younger scuolars,  Hints and helps
for every kind of illustration are so abundant
that an enthusiastic primary teacher may feel as
did the little girl who said, *“We have such good
times in our class 1 'most wish we could have two
Sundays in a week.”  Yet with all the valuable
securing attendance and attention
may there not be danger of overlooking the main
purpose of every wise aid which may be used?
What may we hope to accomplish with the bright,
restless scholars who wait on our words, and

S0 prominent as now,

national Lesson Committee has

devices for

whose lives will be biased for good or ill as we
use our opportunity and influence? A real child-
lover who sympathizes with little joys and sor-

rows will aim at nothing less than to win mind
and soul for Christ, and lead to a life of love and
service for him. Every object in nature may be
used to teach of our Father in heaven, his love
and faithful care.

Nearer and yet dearer to a child’s heart may
Jesus, who was once a child, be so presented that
the little one may find thought going almost un-
bidden to the One associated with everyday af-

uirs and surroundings.

How Jesus taught and of what he talked may
become so familiar even to a little child that par-
able and miracle may be recalled by scenes in
Blessed indeed is
the child where home surroundings and mother
love cherish the impressions of (hv Sunday hour
What
stored in minds and hearts to
anticipate future life-need, when grief or doubt
may be met with prepared antidote, provided by
hopeful teaching in reliance on the promise that
the word shall never return void. To insure
blessed results there must be u trusting love for
the Father and the “Elder Brother,” faith in
and knowledge of his word, and as naturally as
daylight follows dawn there will be a responsive
lifting up of the soul. Before the child reasons
about it the habit of prayer may be formed.
Petitions in Scripture phrase seem made for

home life or by the wayside.

and deepen faith in Seripture teaching.

treasures can be
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<hildren.  Muny a litle one in time of fearful
®lorm or danger las as suddenly recalled the
words, * Whoso putteth his trust i the Lovd shall
besafe.”  * I can always leawn o hard lesson," suid
o child, * when I whisper before I study,
thou my helper,'

Clildren have  more  serious thoughts and
decper experiences than many grown people sus
pect, and such words as, * Lead me, O Lord,"
* Lide thy face from my sing," and many other
biief prayers may beeome ancliors of safety and
comfort,  Sinple prayers in thyme, given as a

* Lord, be

%

duily moruing thoughit, have Leen fouad a help to
epivitual thought in ehild-life, They ure casily
remembered by the litde ones and they enjoy re-
repeating them.  Many children have used in this
wauy the verse :

“Dear Jesus, I come with the morning light,
To ask for thy grace to lead me aris 1 H

Forgive all my siuing, and show to me

What a child may do to serve and please thee.”

A company had gathered around the still body of
a beuutiful boy who lad been the Jjoy of the home.
The pastor read Scripture words of consolation
and then told some incidents in the life of the
~child, showing that in s play and his intercour:
,with his compunions he had been truly a Ch
child,

Reacling down to the icy hand, amid the flow.
-ers in the casket, the minister drew out a dainty
picture eard tied with o ribbon, and said, “ [ere
is the keynote of the soullife which made glad.
ness all about him, This was his daily prayer, the
Inst treasune in his hand when his eyes were too
dim to see earthly faces, but witl, these words on
hik lips he began to see heavenly visions and to
know lis prayer was answ ered,”

Then the pastor vead the morning prayer used
by the seholars of the elass the hoy had loved,
eaying, “ Would that we all might pray with the
trusting spirit of this dear boy who has been
made a blessing to other lives:

*“* Abide with me, dear Lord, this day;
Keep me from every evil way,

Accept my song of thankfulness,

Use me s e other lives to bless,

Help me to love and serve to-day,

And pardon all my sins, | pray.'"

Is not the conscionsness of blessing to even
‘one of the Master's little ones enough veward for
any study or selfl-denial to win spiritual results in
primary class work ¥

Louisville,

——— i e ————————
Acquaint the Child with God.,
BY MIS, GEORGE ARCHIBALD,

“How many of you love God ?* gaid a primary
teacher o a class of seven-yeur-old girls, Every
hand was raised, Wihy do you love him?*
cime u second question,  After pause one littlo
il said, with carnestness, “I love Lim becouse
he gave me my little sister,”

“Yes," replied the teacher, “he gave you your
sister, and you should love him for that, But
You should love him most of all beeause he sens
his Son o die for your sins,”

The happy look died out of the cyes of the
Possessor of the new rister, The others looked,
il possible, a ghade loss comprehending  than
before,

“T hope cach of you will learn to love God bet.
ter than anything else or anybody clse.  How
many will try ¥

Each rvight hand was again raised, with the ex.
ception of that of the child with the new sister,
Hers lay trembling in her lap as she sat flusired
with a consciousness of the surprised regard of
her teacher and the enrious glances of her mates,

When the time for dismissal came the tcaehier
detained the little one to say, gently,

“Amy, can't you tell me why you did not hold
up your hand *" and she received the prompt
reply:

“ Because it would be a story to hold up my
hand and say 1 would try to love God more than
I love my mamma and my papa and my little
wister,”

“But, my dear, God is willing you should love
them, only hie wunts you to love him more. Jesus
said, if we loved father or mother more than him
we were not worthy of him, 1 wish you would
promise to pray to God to help you to love him
best.”

Bat the small rehel against distasteful teaching
was silently perverse, and the well-meaning teacher
felt bafiled and discournged. The child, too, was
unhappy, and coull hardly wait 10 reach her
mother and lighten the burden of an uneasy con.
science,

“T thonaht T loved God" ghe said, her eves
wide and pathetie, “J thonght he was o zood to
give me my little sister, But jnst to think, ho
wants me to love him hetter than 1 do you, and
he Knows I'm not hardly acquainted with him,*

It was well for the child that the mother knew
how to lead her hack to peace and the place in
her young experience where she could begin to
love God just where she had left off—as a natural
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) response for the gift of an ardently desired sister,
“At ten this child, o apparently obstinate toward
her teacher’s instruction, had attained #o much
pereeption and fervor in her love tow ard God that
she could say of the death of a playmate: It
must be awful to leave your papa and mamma,
but I suppose that some way God makes it so
pleasant for you when you are with him that you
don't hardly miss your folks.”

Amy's protegt was founded on reason, “Ile
“knows I'm not hardly acquainted with him."
How many child:en under our religions eare might
gny this! We take no pains to acquaint them
with God, yet we ask of them an allegiance to
him who is to them a stranger,

There is no work o hopeful as that of making
the children know God.  Where an object is
worthy of love, they have much spontancous af-
fection and faith,  Shall we, then, offer them the
dry rules of spiritual conduct toward God rather
than the bright, living truth about his personal
Jove and care toward his ercatures? Shall we
lead them up to a colu duty of service, and say,
“You must!” rather than to a warm privilege of
serviee, and say, “You may Acquaint the
child with the real God, and the last i3 possible.

"

— et

. Prayer in the Primary Depart-

A ment,

BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS.

~ 'Tur primary teacher who does little but teach
u‘ber scholurs how to pray accomplishes n great
denl While the majority of childven are taught
It home to vepeat each night, * Now I lay me down
Yo sleep,” comparatively few learn from their par-
ents the truo meaning of prayer.
We make it a rule to offer prayer at tho open-
~ dng of the primary hour, telling our scholars that
before having our lesson we must first ask God to
* make everything that we do or say pleasing to
himself. gWo often add that since we always talk
with those whose houses we enter, so should we
speak with God on coming into his house. Again,
we dwell on the rudeness of whispering or of gen-
eral disorder when one is talking with another—
even the Creator.  Such thoughts prepare the
~ minds of the children for the prayer, and bring
~ them into a greater state of quiet than can be
produced by abruptly saying, * Let us pray,”
We believe that the teacher of a primary de-
partment should make her prayer before her class
a8 simplo yet us dignified as possible, using no

words which the little people eannot understand,
We once il o dear sister ask in her prayer be-
fore her primary cluss that there might be “no
undue levity ™ during the hour. The teacher
should remember that when her scholars form se-
cret prayers of theie own, cither during the pres.
ent or future, hers witl doubtless be the model by
which they may unconsciously mold them,
Whether or not it is best for children to pray
in concert is to our mind We
s Prayer repeateld in concert
), to all appearances, none
The rapil-
ity with which it was offered made the exercise
Of lae

1 open questia

have heard the Lory
scores of times wiy
meant the solemn words they prayed.

seem more like a form than a devotion,
we have taught our class no concert prayer, al-
ly th
* Dear Lord, give me a elean heart

Amen,”  We grant that we
o this ger

though we fo repeat this one at

cach session
for Jesus' s
I

omist
Idren oer indi-
shit them how

v ere in makiy

L0l

es lad the
m we Lave

We have some
vidual
to fo
one ove

re,

their litde prayers, having them repeat
til they have it l:) heart. This is not
It is simply a lesson in the
form of a prayer. Dven the disciples needed to
be taught how to pray, and the Lord's Prayer
which the Lord taught (not prayed) was their
model.

By the way, the Lord's Prayer should be taught
to every primary cl It would be well for the
teacher to suggest that her pupils make it cither
their morning or evening prayer, Why not? Is
it too difficult for children under cight years of age
to commit to memory ?  Think with what lengthy
and often more dificult selections little people en-
cumber their minds for the average Sunday school
concert.

We never fail to put the following questions to
our clasa every Sabbath : * Ilow many have prayed
at home, night or morning, at any time during the
week ? " We make the query thus general, be-
cause children are apt to be careless in their an-
swers, which makes them carcless of the truth.
Ilad we said “every night and morning,” as
many hands would have responded. The scholars
would not have stopped to think if they had in-
deed prayed so often, but would have immedi-
ately given an affirmative answer because the rest
did.  Douless few would have been so faithful
in their home devotions, but certainly all had
prayed at least once or twice. 8o the general re-
ply to the general question was satisfactory,

We have had the following prayer printed on

prayer in concert,
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slips of paper for our scholars. We have them
repeat it at each session, often in a whisper, since
being a prayer it should be uttered softly. We
wish that other teachers would teach it to their
classes, for morning scems the best fitted time for
the prayers of childhood :

“Now I awake and see the light.

'Tis God who kept me through the night.

To him I lift my voice and pray

That he may keep me through the day.

If T ghould die before 'tis done,

0 God, accept me through thy Son,  Amen,”

A Word to the Wise.
BY MRS, W, F. CRAFTS.

SurriNtENDENTS should not ask their primary
88 to be present both at the opening and clos.
ing exercises of the school, because the half
hour allotted for lesson study is not sufficient for
teaching the lesson and carrying on the several
kinds of exercises desirable for young children,
A good primary teacher can profitably use the
time of the whole session, but it may be well for
the unity of the school to have the primary class
present cither at the opening or closing exer-
cises. The opening time, beyond the hymn and
prayer, is not to be preferred, because the chil-

dren’s freshest powers give the primary teacher
her best opportunity.

These powers will be worse than wasted if chil-
dren are confirmed in habits of inattention and
irreverence when the Bible lesson is read be-
fore the whole school.

It can hardly be expected that children will
give proper attention to what they do not compre-
hend.  Undoubtedly many of them would listen if
the Bible should be read, after they had been taught
the lesson, as a part of the closing exercises,

The closing time is to be preferred rather than
the opening for the presence of the primary class
in the main room; first, because it brings them
near to older brothers and sisters who are to take
them home; second, because the change in en-
vironment freshens them ; third, because there
will be much in the closing exercises which they
can understand and probably participate in.

The primary class ghould not be dismissed be-
fore the main school, Lecause the children become
a source of disturbance, cither by noise outside or
by percolating all through the classes in search
for those who are to take them home.

Begin Early.

Ar the best it is supposed that while childron
are young we can only sow that seed which iy
after years will take root and spring up and bear
fruit. ~ We almost take it for granted that we are
not to expect any religious earnestness until they
have been in the school for many years, and have
passed through all the lower classes. And yot we
know that children may realize the love of Christ
and try to please him.,

There is a new world created every thirty or
forty years. More than half the people now liv.
ing in England were born within the last twenty
five years. There lies our hope. With the niey
and women over twenty-five years we have com.
paratively little chance; they have taken sides
By some miracle Christ may lead them to break
with sin, but it is with the young, and with the
young in the schools, that our great opportunity
lies,—Dr. Dale.

lNTl—RNMl(NAl BmLE LI.SSONS
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON V. (February 2.)

THE POWER OF JESUS. Luke 5. 17-26,

Goroey Texr. “The Son of man hath power
upon carth to forgive sins "' (Luke 5, 24),

Primary Notes.

BY MRS, J. H. POLIEMUS,

I am going to tell you s
story to-day that is not true,
but that will help you to
understand something tha
is true. This kind of astory
is called a legend; that
means, a story that lu
been told year after year by
fathers to their cln]hvn, and children to their
children, till by and by it is told togus, Well,
this legend says that there once l*(d 8 very
strong man named Offero, who wanted to worl for
some one who was stronger than he, 1learing of &
powerful king, he entered his serviee, and for o
time all went well.  One day a minstrel eame to
the court to sing for the king. Offero noticed that
whenever the minstrel mentioned the name of Su-
tan, the king crossed himself, so he asked him the
reason.  The king said, ““T cross myself heeause |
fear Satan.”  “Ah ! said Offero, * then thero is
some one stronger than you. I serve the strongost,

Clifton Springs,

80 I leave you to serve Satan,”
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Satan was very glad to have such a strong serv-
ant, and kept Offero busy ; but one day in travel-
ing through the country they came to a cross, and
insteud of going right on, Satan turned and went
tar around it. Offero usked him why he did so, and
Satan told him thut on the cross Jesus died, and he
feared Jesus., Again Offero said, * There is some
one stronger than you ; I go to serve Christ.” Not
knowing where to find him, he asked a hermit to
show him the way, and the hermit told him that
Christ he must help those in

to find and se
trouble and work for the poor and wenk. This
Offero did faithfully, He never looked for an-
other master; there was none stronger than Jesus,
and in time his name was changed from Offero to
Christophero, the Christ-bearer,

Why do you think [ have told you this story ¢
Because it is true that Jesus is the strongest in
all the world, and because I want you to serve him,
How do I know he is the strongest 2 What did we
Jearn last Sunday about his words (Luke 4, 32)1
#His words had power [print and review |,

After leaving Nazarcth he came to Capernaum,
and there he did some wonderful things. [Tell the
incidents of Luke 4. 83-40.] You sce, not only did
Jesus’s words have power, but his touch, The

hour is not long enough to tell you of all Je-
sus did in that city by the sea. I think he wanted
everyone to know that he was Ged, and so he
showed his power in these many ways, Ile wanted
them to understund that one who could make sick
people well, heal lepers, and east out ~vil spir
«ould do the greatest thing of all, forgive sins, Our

8,

lesson story shows us this,

[Tell the story contained in verses 17-26, pictur-
ing the scene, the erowds, the man carried on his
bed, the means used to bring him to Jesus, and his
«ouble healing. Muke the house on the board
while telling the story.] You see, Jesus tried to
make it plain to the people that he could forgive
#in a8 easily as he could heal a sick body. Ile said,
“That ye may know that the Son of man hath
power to forgive sin [print], I will cure this
aan of his sickness, that, sceing him walk to his
home well and strong, you may believe that I
«an do this greater thing, forgive his sin.” Why
would Jesus do this? The seribes and Pharisces
were right when they said, * None but God can
forgive sin.” It was beeause Jesus was God that
he could do so.

What does it mean to forgive sin? When you
have been nanghty, and mamma forgives you, it
means that she treats you as if you had not done
wrong, and that she really forgets about the sin.
When  Jesus forgives sin, he takes it away and
treats us as if' we had not sinned. The only reason
he eould do this for that sick man was beeause he
was to bear the punishment for sin.  What is the
punishment for sin? How did Jesus die? This
-afternoon at-home make n eross and print on it ** Je-

sus " and **sin.” [ want you to think, while making
it, how Jesus died on the cross that he might have
power to forgive your sins.

Have you usked him to forgive them? If you
have, be sure he will ; then, like Offero, serve the
strongest, even Jesus, who said, ** All [print]
power is given unto me in heaven und in earth "
(Matt. 28, 18).

Coroming ¥or Bracksoarp,  House, brown;
steps, white; “all,” white ; rest of words, yellow.

Uesus Has

B

fo forgive sin__

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.

Kinpereantex  Depantsent.  The Power of
Jesus. Luke 5. 17-26,

Goupex Texr. ““The Son of man hath power
upon earth to forgive sins * (Luke 5. 24),

Aws 1o Tng Kinpercarrser.,  Iloly Bible, Luke
7. 36-50: The Tempest (Shukespeare), (study the
contrasts in Culibun, sensual and wicked, and
Aviel, activity serving in love); Christ in Liter-
ature (Eggleston), pages 128-1303 7%he Place of
Christ in  Modern Theology (Fairbaim), pages
452-465;  Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation
(Walker).

ATTENTION STORY.

After Jesus had preached to the people in the
chureh at Nuzareth, he went on a journey to a ci
with a long name which was near to o bheantiful
lake. The name of the little city was Capernaum
and the luke was Galilee. A tian named |
who was a fisherman, lived in that city, and it is
supposed that at his house Jesus spoke to the peo-
l-l.u Great erowds eame and listened to his words,

By and by four men eame to the house carrying a
sick friend, but they eould not get inside the door
beenuse of the crowd.  Well, they knew that the
roof of the house was flat like all the other houses
there, and that it had steps upon the outside, so
they took their xick friend up to the housetop and
let him down into the room where Jesus was,
The<c men knew Jesus was able to do anything,
and they trusted him.  Jesus knew this, and when
e saw how trustful they were he told the man
that he would forgive his sins, and that surprised
the people.  Then Jesus told the sick man to get
! up and to take his bed and go to his house, and he
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did %o, Hix friends did not have to curry him
away, tor he could waln,  His heart was tuankiul
Bk all the fady and waid that they
uned seen strange things that day.  We may read
about this in Luke b, 17-20,

Expluin unusual words: ¢ Pharisees % Judea,”
frerhes,” ultitude,” ¢ palsy, o departed,”
“gloritying,” * anized,”

OUTLINE,

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

Monday. The men who had a sick friend tried
totind some wuy of getiing him to Jesu-, They
“wought means,” und the nineteenth verse s
that, when they could not fin i any Wiy to got
beeatine of the erowd, they went to the housctop,

Tuewday.  They did not have all the trouble for
nothing, heennse Jesus knew their hearts, and he
kaw that the sick man needed his help, e al-

8

y

ways hnows when people need him, and he is
alwayx 1

to help them, 1o was never too
busy to help others,

Wednesday. 1le made the man well and wlad in
s mind and his §enrt, fist, by saying that he
would forgive all the paughty thinegs in his lite,

Lhursday.  When the man's head and his heart
were made well Jeses healed his by too, and he

went away thankful.  Perlaps he was sinwing his
gladness, and all the people were Joytur s they
“ glorified God,”

Friday. The man was so well and s‘rong that
he eould earry hix bed away. e did not have a
bedstead, but just o mattress,  Whenever any one
eomes with a loving, trustful heart, and looks to
Jewus for bielp, the pain und sickness and naughti-
mess are all changed, just a< they were in this man,
Ouly think! four men earricd him to Jesus, but
he wan so strong and so g adl ufier being with him
that hie could walk uway and eurry something with
Jim,

Narere Work.  During these cold winter days
the little ehildren in a cold country called Sweden
vide through the snow in ledges drawn by a
lurge doer, which is much lurger than the red de 4
or stag which we have talked about.  This one is
called an clk or moose, und his shoulders are as
high an those of a horse. In winter the moose
Jikes to go alone, but in xummer he is in a herd or
Jurge deer family, His legs are very long, and
romctimes hix antlers weigh fifty pounds. Find
eut xome things ahout him,

Anrt Work.  Get some xnow scene or picture of
a deer, and ot the children examine it and tell
what they see.

Haxn Wonk, The kindergarten children nay
build houses with the Mocks, and also in the sand
table.  They may outline honses with three, four,
or five inch ticks. and with the smallest sticks
they may imitate the stairs and the windows on
the house.

The Transirion Crass muy eolor the p
upon the emd in whatever colors they elioos,
using water color pigments or coloiud erag oy
peneils.

Sciexcr ar Ioxe wirn Morner.  Tulke of hon,
lific and of the Kinduess of ucighbors and fiiend,
yho are interested in v other, Tho friends of
this sick man took the trouble and the tine te he Ip
lim, and when he was well enough to walk, evey
well enough to earry a lurge bundle, how glad they
must have heen,  They showed this joy mere fully
beeanse they had helped to bring it about, We |
need the kindness and help of others, and tho
need our help,  Let us be helptul !

LESSON VI. (February 9.)

THE SERMON ON TED MOUNT. Lun.
6. 41-490,

GoLpex Text,  “ Why call ¥ye me, Lord, Lor,
and do not the things which 1 suy " (Luko 6. 40

Primary Notes,

If you should go in t),
kummer to a placo calley
Northficld, you would fiy g
itfull of people who T
gathered for the rake of 1y
meetings which aire helg
thero every year,  Enl

M=) iy & laree crowd of e n
and wonien fili & big hall und listen to Kermons
and talks from ministers and tenchers who eone
from all over the world to prcuch and teach in
Northfield,

What part of u church ervice do you like best i
Children often grow tired during the sermon and
Wish they eould run out of doors, 8o I think the
Northfield mectings you would like best aro thoso
I want to tell you about now,

Not far fron the building of which you have
Jjust heard s a lovely green hill, shuded by lurge
trees ; in the distance a river winds its way through
the valiey, while near by are ficlds of corn, orchards
of apple trees, und houses pecping through the
treex. On this hill, which is culled Round Top, just
about sunset the people gather for an out-ot-door
meeting.  Many sweet hymns aro sung there
While standing under ane of the trees some one
preaches a xermon or tells of those across the occan
who do not know of Jesus,  Sitting on the orass,
or standing under the trees, I am sure you wonld
think this one of the swectest places in the world
in which to listen to a sermon.

Did any of you ever go to chureh ont of doe:
Tho greatest kermon that was ever preached was
prenched in the epen uir Iong yvears ago, ' I wish
T conld make you vce the place. It was n grussy

Plain, with a mountain just above it ; not far away

-l w el e raaaiie A
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was a luke, and all around were lovely trees ; he
and there in the grass were bright lilies, and birds
were flying overhead,  On this plain—once gath-
ered o great cvowd of people, men, women, chil-
dren, sick, lame, blind, well
man, to be healed by one mun, to hear one man.
Who was this wonderful man 2 Why did all this
great gather around Jesus? Because
Jesus had power to do what for them?  As Jesus
saw the crowd, some of whomhad come from a great
distanc
a8 he say
heart was filled with a great love for them and he

ull come to see one

compiny

as he looked into the tired, sick faces,

the strong men aud little children, his

longed to help and comfort. 8o ** le opened his
mouth und taught them, saying ' —can you tell me
what he suaid ¢ [Let the elass repeat as many Beati-
tudes as they know.]

The beginning of his sermen was full of bless-
ings, Llessings that even the sick and lame might
have. 1 could not begin to tell you all Jesus said
in that ** Scrmon on the Mount.” [Print the title, ]
He taught the people how to pray, teaching them
the words we cull the “ Lord's Prayer ” [repeat.)
He told them to 1 and
remember, ift God e
great deal more for his children,
how they should treat others, and gave them what
weeall the Golden Rule. Who can say it?  [Matt,
Every child ought to learn this beautiful
rule and practice it.

He told them how they could ask their heavenly
Fathier for whatever they needed, and, knowing
that many of them only saw what was bad in other
people and never thought they were wrong them-
gelves, he told them, before they tried to set other
people right, they must sce and get rid of their own
faults,

I suppose Jesus may have seen some fruit trees
mear, for he talked a little about trees and their
fruit. [Tel' what is found in verses 43-45.)

And Jesus now, looking into the faces of those
who were listening, knew that many would just go
awny and forget what he had said ; he knew there
werc two kinds of people around him, and he ended
his scrmon with a word-picture of these two.
Lixten while I give you the picture. [Read verses
47-49.) It was useless for these people to hear
Jesus if they did not do what he said; it is as
uscless for us to-day.

bic at the lilies and the bir
ed for them, that he cared a
e told them

There are these two kinds of heurers in this
room : those who hear Jesus’s words and do them,
and those who hear and donot, To which kind do
you belong? [Repeat Golden Text.] Will you
hear and do, or hear and forget, which? [Write
the question on the board.] To help you remem-
“ber how you should hear, make at home a picture

for illuminated text like this [show a card on
. which are painted * hear,”” **do "] and hang it on

* " the wull of your room.
s

1

ConoriNe Fonr Bracksoarn, Title, yellow ;| ques-
n, brown; gruss and trees,

tion, white; mou
green ; lilies, orunge; birds, white.

pivh b
| Will you
Hear and Do,

Kindergarten Hints.

KiNnpErGany DEPARTME
the Mount. Luke 6. 43-49,

Gorvex Texr.  “ Why eall ye me, Lord, Lord,
und do not the things which I say ¢ (Luke 6. 46.)

Ams 1o e Kivperearrser.  Holy
Matthew, chapters 5, 6, T3 Life of Christ (Geikie),
pages 40-90 3 ¢ These Sayings of Mine ™ (Dr. Joseph
Parker), Butler's Bible Work, vol. iy Sermon on
the Mount (by French and also Tholuck).

ATTENTION STORY.

Jesus did not always teach the people while they
were in the temple or ina house, but many times
while he was out of doors under the elear blue sky,
and often among the trees and flowers he talked to
them and told them of his love for them. Ile
asked them to be kind and loving to each other,
Our lesson to-day is ubout u sermon Jesus preached
to the people, and this time he was on a mountain,
The people were standing and sitting all around
himj perhaps many little ehildren were there, and
he commenced the sermon by telling them how
they might be happy with 8 blessing, Ile
said that those who weresorry should have comfort,
and the pure in heart and the meck all should
have blessings, Those who were merciful—that
means very kind—wereto he blessed. The people
who did not like to sec others quarrel, but made
peace and said gentle words, were to be ealled the
children of God. The whole sermon was about
Kindness and gentleness and love. It taught just
what the little Golden Rule teaches, that we
are to do what we wonld like to have others
do to us, not what they really do. Then he said
to the people that they eannot do all this and be
true and loving unless the inside life is good, Our
thoughts must be good if we would have our actions
good, just a8 a good tree benrs good fruit, Let ns
read the lesson, [Read Luke 6. 43-49, |

Explain unusual words : * Bringeth,” * corrupt,”
““bramble,” *“abundance,”” * vehemently,”
OUTLINE.
Attention Story, Bible lesson, and

. The Sermon on

Sunday.
Golden Text.
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LFESSON vII. (February 16.)

THE GREAT HELPER. Luke 7. 2-16.

Monday. Talk with the children of verses 43,
44, and read to them one reason why figs never
Krow ou thorns or grapes on bramble bushes. This
reason is found in Genesis, chupters 1and 2, In
u simple manner you can lead the mind of the child
to understand that this is one of God's great laws,
and ufter he mude this plan the trees and flowers
will briug fruits and buds after their kind forever,

Tuesday. Our hearts are like little treasure
houses, and we may decide whether good and use-
ful things are brought from our treasure houses, or
other things. Euch one of us may bring out in our
speech either good or naughty words.  We choose
what kind of fruit will come from our lips, God
gives us much freedom beeay are his children
and we are not trees,

Wednesday, We will talk of our Golden Text
to-day. The people ealled Jesus *“Lord, Lord,”
meaning it for a very dear nume of g master, and
when they did not do the things he said he was
sad. Your father and mother feel somewhat like
that when you Ky, “Tlove you very mueh,” and
then you forget to choose 1o do the things they
have told you to do.

GoLpeN a1, “They glorified God, saying,
That u grew* Prophet is risen up among  us”
(Luke 7. 16

Primary Notes,

In a eity of Mexico lived
for muny yeurs u good doe-
tor: every duy the halls and
steps of his house were filled
“ilh]nnplr,,wuu-nnvruhvlu-n,
some with their eyes band-
aged, some looking us if
M {1y could hardly walk trom
i mothers were there with sick bubies

weaknes
and little ably dressed,
but most of them looked rageed and dirty.  What
did they all want ? [Print “Ielp.”’]  Inever could
tell you all thy
he was very skillful and his help was given freely,
He never asked pay of uny who were very poor.

hildren ; some were comf

kind doctor did for those people;

Besides curing their bodic y he would talk to them
about Jesus, he would comfort them in their trou-
bles, and help them in many ways, O, how the
poor people of that eity loved him ! They loved
him hecause he was their helper.  [Complete the
little child who is good is like a little strong house, word.] Te not only was their helper sometimes,
Friday. Study verse 49, Impress the children | but was ulways ready to help; he was not only
with the thought of obedience bringing blessed- | their helper in little troubles, but In big ones; so 1
ness, or huppiness and strengtii, | think he could be ealled o great helper [print).
Natere Work, Have daily talk of opposites, | Do you suppose there was ever u sick person he
Encourage the children to talk and express their | could not eure or a trouble he could not help? Yes,
ideas of the different qualities of thorns and figs, | sometimes the sick died in spite of his skill, and
brambles and grapes, bitter and swecet, light and | sometimes there was trouble he had no power to
darkness, good and evil, a strong house and a | relieve,
weak house, Docs this helper make you think of anyone ¢
Can you tell me ofany way in which Jesus was a
greater helper than this doetor?  There was no
sorrow or sickness that Jesus could not help, and
to-day we are to learn of still greater things that he
did than we have learned before,  As there was
nothing he could not do, we may surely call him
“The [print] Great Helper.” ~
Where did we leave Jesus? [Review.] His ser-
mon ended, Jesus went back to Capernaum, where
he had done so many wonderful works, How glad
the people would be to see him! Who do you
think would weleome him ? A rich man lived in
Capernaum, who was a centurion ; that means one
who is eaptain over u hundred soldiers. This cen-
Sctence ar Home witn Motner. Just as g tree is | turion had a servant whom he loved dearly, who
known by its own fruit (verse4d), so a little child | was very sick and about to die. I suppose the
is known to be good or naughty by its actions and | doctors had done all they could, and so it seemed as
its speech, A kind and loving heart has a fruit of | if there was 1o help for him: but while he still
gentle, tender words, and a child who speaks such | lives some one tells the centurion that Jesus has
words and does helpful little acts is o real comfort | come hack—dJesus, who hus cured 8o many sick,
and sunshine in the house, This is a science or a couldn’t he cure this servant? Quickly he sends
law; it is always so, some of his friends to Jesus begging that he will

Thursday. Study verses 47 and 48 to-day, Here
weread what it is to obey the words of Jesus,

|

One who does this is like a strong house, and a

Arr Work. Show the picture of a castle or
strongly built tower. David believed God'’s word
is like u strong tower,

Hanp Work, Let the children provethestrength
of a house built of stones and blocks by pouring
water from a little waterpot upon it, and then they
may build a house in the sand table and see how
soon it will disappear as the shower from the water-
pot falls uponit. The children muy draw mountains
the blackboard, and imitate them on their paper
folds.

The TraNsiTION Crass may sew the words which
are upon the lesson card,

Z
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come and heal his servant, [Tell what is found in
verses 4-10.) Wasn't it wonderful that Jesus could
Shouldn't

sus about

cure without going near the siek man
this story make us fecl that we ean tell J

oursick friends, and be sure he will make them well
if'it is best?

People in Capernaum and the country round had
learned what o hielper Jesus was, and still they did

not know all his power, so the next day he did

something he had not done before,  [Tell of the
raising from the dead of the widow’s son (verses 11-
15 If you had been in Nain that day, and had

seen that young man made alive, who would you
have suid Jesus was? What do you think those

who were there said 2 [Repeat Golden Text.] T am

afraid even now many did not believe he was the

Son of God, the Messiah: some thought he was a

great prophet sent by God, and they glorified God
for what he had done,
Are there any sick and needy ones now? Can

Jesus help such ?

Hlustrate by some ineident
known to the teacher.] Does Jesus make the dead

alive now?

3 I think he did so when he was on
earth to make people know he was really God, We
don’t need this to make us believe, but we do know

that Jesus will raise our dead bodies by and by,

and we ean w

Jesus is as ready to be our helper to-day as he was
when in Capernaum ; tell him all that troubles you,
Jesus will either take the trouble away or help you

to bear it.

t.  Another thing we know is that |

Did you ever think how much Jesus used his |

hands in helping peo Uneover hands on the
board, and speak of ineidents where he touched the
sick and blind, and how they were wounded for
us that he might be our Great Helper. See, |
have made you a hand to copy at home. Ask
mamma to lay lier hand on paper for you to mark

around it, and so have a big,

" hund than yours
would make. Mark the print of the nail, and print
* Helper " o1 it, and when you look at it think that
Jesus is your helper,

Coromize  vor Bracksoann  Wo

Hands,
white ; nail print, red ; title, yellow; “in time of
need,” green, outlined with yellow,

|

Kindergarten Hints.

Kivvereantex Deeanrsest.  The Great Ielper,
Luke 7. 3-10.

Goroen Texr.  * God, hath visited his people®
(Luke 7. 18

Aws 1o 1ue  Kispercartser.  Holy Bible,
Luke 5. 12-26; sllustrations of Seripture (Bush) ;
Fuith- Work, Christian Seience, and other Cures (Dr.
L. T. Townsend); The Divinity of Serving (Mark
Hopkins); Mavdsley’s Pathology of Mind, pages
306-316 1 Jesus of Nazareth ( Abbott), puge 13,

ATTENTION STORY.

After Jesus had ended his talk to the people he
went to the little eity of Capernaum where Peter
lived.  You remember that he healed the sick man
who was tuken to the housetop and let down into
the room where he was. In that city there lived a
man who wus weaptain of a hundred men, and this
captain’s servant, whom he loved, was v sick.
Perhaps the cuptain had heard about the man who
was healed in Peter’s house, and he wanted very
much to have Jesus help his servant. e had some
of the Jews go to ask Jesus if e would come and
make the servant we They went, and they said
to Jesus that this captain was a good man and that
he loved their country and he had built a ehurch, and
the people knew he was a good man, Perhaps they
told Je<us that they would show him the way to
the c. ptain’s house, Ie started to go with them,
and when they were pretty near to the house some
iends of the captain came and said, “Do not take
too much trouble,” and they said that the captain
believed that if Jesus only spoke the word, snd did
not even go into the house, the man would be well,
Jesus listened, and wus very glad that they all be-
lieved his words ; and when the men went into the
house again they found the servant was well, We
may read about it here. [Read Luke 7. 3-10.)

Explain  unusunl  words: ¢ Besceching,”
* besought,” **instantly,” * synagogue,” * cen-
turion,” * marveled.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.

Monday. This eenturion must have been a good
neighbor and very helpful to others. When trouble
came to his house he was sure to have friends who
were willing to help him. That is as we all should
live, and be glud to be helpful, for other people need
us and we need them,

Tuesday. The peoplesaid, * He loves our nation ;
that means the people of his country, just as we love
the people of our country. You remember our
little prayer, ** God bless our nativeland ! Let us
say it.

Wednesday. e must have loved the Chureh, for
he had built a synagogue for the people. This
thowed that he was helpful with his money, and
did not keep it all for himself.

Thursday. He thought he was not good enough




118 SUNDAY ScHoor, BANNER,

be under his cure and his word,

Friday. W

and he was not refused this request,

Natere Wonk,  Tulk of the appearance of the

trees, and if' possible get some tw igs and branchcs,
Note the difference in their shades of color,  Tulk

also of the different animals w hich are sleeping

during these cold winter days.  They have warm
little houses in caves and in the banks of the
rivers, They gather leaves and moss and sticks,

and even mud the little beavers brought to make

the house seeure and warm,

Anrr W

winter seenes and winter Sports.

Explain to them

that this is a season with its own peculiar beauty,

Haxp Work, The kindergarten ¢hi.idren may
build a temple and houses with blocks, and with
sticks they may represent soldiers and a captain in
vertical positions, The soldiers may stand in hopi-
zontal position, they may lie down, they may be

placed in slunting positions, and they may ron,

The Trassition Crass may write the words of

the Golden Text upon the card, just under the
eopy.
ScteNce ar Hoxe wirn Moty

There may be
tulks on love of lhome, love of country, and love
for the Church, Though it waus o captain of one
hundred men whose neighbors said hehad thislove,
yet each boy and cach girl may have this love for
the three great institutions of the world, the home,
the Chureh, and the ¢ untry,

LESSON vIII, (February 23,

FAITH ENCOURAGED. Luke 8. 41, 42,
49-55.

GoLpeN Tex1, “ Fear not: holjeve only ” (Luke
8. 50).

Primary Notes,

Perhaps the title of our les-
son to-day isa little hard to
understand,  What is jt? [
think you will know what it
means if we go back to the
history of  the Isruc lites,
which we studicd Jast year,

ceall the crossing of the
Nea, the fall of Jericho,
and Gideon's triumph, showing how the Israclites’
fuith in God was encouraged or made strong by
seeing wht, Le did for them.] To encourage, then,

e ——— N
to ask Jesus to his house, but he wanted him to
know that he believed all people and all troubles to

sce that this centurion or eaptain
loved his family or houschold ; he loved his neigh-
bors and hielped them; he loved his country ; he
loved the ( hureh 5 and he loved God, Ie trusted
and believed that Jesus could and would help him,
80 he asked that his good servant might be healed,

- Let the children sco pictures of

means to make courage stronger, and * faith en-
couriged, meuns faith made stronger.  [Print
“faith.”)

What is it to huve fuith in any one? To believe
ortrust such a one. Our lesson to-day is to en-
courage our faith in whom ? [Print ¢ In Jesus,™)
It scems as if the three years Jesus lived in Pales-
tine, after leaving his Lome in Nazareth, were just
spent in trying to make every one have faith in
him, and encoury ing the fuith of those who were
beginning to believe in him,  Can you think how
he did this? By his wonderful miracles and by
the help he gave those in need.

Last Sunday we heard two wonderful stories,
Wiio were Lelped by Jesus in Capernaum and in a
city called Nain? [Review.] T wish wo might
stop and talk over all that Luke tells us about what
Jesus did after this, but we must hurry over how
he went * through all the cities and villages, preach-
ing and telling the glud tidings” that he had
come to bring. We have no time to tell of the
storm on the lake that was quict at his word, or
how a man with an evil spirit was cured (Luke 8,
1, 22-39), for to-day we must go back to Capernaum
with Jesus, for in that city there wasa home where
sorrow has come, a home where Jesus, the great
Helper, was coming to turn sorrow into joy,

[Read verse 40, and picture the eager weleome
given to Jesus by the waiting people; then tell of
Juirus’s eoming, Try to make the children see the
home he had left, the little daughter lying very sick,
and the sorrow ing parents ; bring out clearly that
it was beeause these parents had faith in Jesus that
the father, trusting no one with the messago, went
himself to bring Jesus ; picture the difficulty of
the going because of the crowd ; tell of the inter-
ruption on the w ay, of the blessing that eame to
the sick woman, and how her faith was encour-
aged.  Now finish the story of Juirus's daughter. |

What help and comfort those loving hands
of Jesus brought when they raised the little
duughter from lier bed and gave herto her mother |
Jesus was ready and able to help, but suppose
Jairus had said, “T have no faith that Jesus can
cure my little girl,” or, ¢ | have no faith Le will
come to my house ; Le's too busy.”  What then ?
The little girl would not have been restored to life,
Don’t you see it was Juirus's fuith that made him
go for Jesus, and it was secing his faith that
brought Jesus to the sick girl's side ? Jairus's faith
was like a hand [draw a hand around “ Faith "] that
reached out and, taking hold of Jesus's power,
brought it right into his home, It was the
woman's faith that made her rench out her hand
and touch his garment ; it scems as if her faith was
right in herhand, for Jesus sajl not * Your touch
has made you whole,” but—[repeat Golden Text].

These storics are put in the Bible that we may
sce what Jesus is able to do, and to show us how
our faith may take hold of his power in this same




way ; it is like |-uu-ng our hund into tlw hand
of some strong person to be helped,

What will your faith in Jesus do foryou? Every-
thing? Yus, but 1 have been thinking how our
hearts huve o sickness that is a little like that of
They have been

the poor woman in Capernaam,
W no doctor has been able to
what is the matter with them ¢
[Print * sin-sick ™ and draw two hearts. |
What ean Jesus do for them it we usk

- sus sin-sick

sick a long time, wm
make them better;

himin faith 2 By fuithin
Complete the sentence,]  But

hearts are healed
for Jesus, what must happen to our souls ¢ But
smehes them what then ¢ [Print ** Dead
He will make them live now and for-

when Jesust
<onls live.”]
ever,  How

esiis longs to see you looking up to

him with fuith!

Lust Sunday you made a hand larger than your
own § to-day put your own hand on paper and
draw around it § itout and print on it ** Faith,”
then paste it across the other hand, to make youn

think how fuith in Jesus brings him to be your
helper in every time of need.

Work.  Hand,
rest of words,

Coroming  ¥ort BLACKBOARD

white: ** By fuith in Jesus,” blue ;

pink 3 hearts, white,

Kindergarten Hints,

Kixprroarteny Departsent. Faith Encournged.
Luke 8, 41, 42, 50,

Gorpex Texr, “Fear not:
8. 50),

AIps 10 THY
John 11, 80-45;
Healing of the Daughter of
of Healing (Dr. A, J. Gordon); *The Int
of the Home," Public Opinion, May, 1804 ;
tus, * On Natural Affection,” page 87,

believeonly ” (Luke |
Holy Bible,
“The

The Ministry

KINDERGARTNE

Robertson's  Sermons,

ATTENTION STORY.

It must be that when the scrvy mv was made well

ly in that house wus glad. We know how
'y wefeel when anyone in our home or in
a friend’s home i ill, and how hap Py everyone is
when all are well and strong nn(l able to work.

?
i

119

Our last lesson was about a man who was ill, and
our lesson to-day is about a little girl twelve yeurs
old who was ill. Her futher was 50 sorry
this thut he went himself to Jesus to ask
would come quickly to make the litile girl well
again, Jesus was crowded by the people, who
wanted to hear all his words mid to see whutever
he did, but he started 1o go to that home where the
little girl wasill. e said to the tather, * r not,”’
and promised that the little girl should be made
well. How very kind and loving he was to every-
one, und always ready to visit those who were
poor and sick, ~ This lesson shows ux that he was
mterested in families, interested in the father, the
mother, and the children. Perhaps yon remember
ubout the family at Bethany,and thiat Jesus liked
to go to their home to rest when Le was tired.
What were the names of the two sisters and their
brother?  When Jesus went to the homes of the
disciples T suppose he talked to the little children
xm come to him, He
least, ** Suffer little children to comeo
Let us say the words, Well, this little
girl could not go to him, but he went to her
and made her well,” We may read about it here.
Read Luke 8. 41, 42, 50.)

o

Explain unusual words: “ Juiras,” **synagogue,”
“ thronged.”
OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible lesson, and Gold-
en Text,

Wonday.
for he
to her,
the grown up man or woman as weil, for love

“ hesought,”

Talk of the father's love for the child,
besought or begged that Jesus would come

rt loves his little ehild,and

The futher's he

never, never stops, and the years do not make it
less strong, but deeper and more like God’s love,
Tuesday. Talk of the love which children
for their fathers and mothers,
garten finger game songs says,

ve
One of our kinder-

“This is the mother good and dear

This is the father we try to cheer,”
I suppose that when this little girl was well she
tricd to cheer her father, F
had been a joy in his home,

r twelve years she
The love of a child
may, in |r~ oft-repeated e \|~n~~u~n. “1love you, 1
be likened to the
shimmering waters of a lake lying under the sun-
but the “Ilove you” of a man or a woman
uttered to o parent has the depth and dignityof Ni-
u River below the fulls, steady and true and
onward.

Wednesday. 1low the ln|||(il|uln loved their
friend.  They “thronged him : " that means, they
crowded together to get nearer to him, th.n. they
might hear his sweet words and fecl his loving

love you,” yful dance of the

shine,

touch sometimes,

Thursday. Jesus loved this father and his
family, and he was willing and glad to go to their
home.  God’s great love is given to all families and
to all homes. Think of some of the good things
hislove gives to you in your home, He loves yrur
family.
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Friday. The Golden Text says, “ Feur not ; be- |
lieve only.”  God knows that sometimes little |
children feel afraid, but his word written here is,
* Feur not,” und it is because he pities us just us o
futher pities his children when they are sad or
afraid,  Jesus said to his diseiples, “ Let not your
heart be troubled,” 8o we will not be gf
sickness or of anything else, for we are in God's

cure.

Natere Wonk,  The little irl's futher came to
Jesus just after he came across the Sea of

in aship, and this book

remember anything about this sea

tulked of it many times, Tl name Galilee means
“eirele,” M hus high and rocky banks and
beach with pebbles on it,  We may talk of peblbles
and rocks, the same in substanee, but they differ—
how? We may play, *Let us find the pebbles?

track,”

Art Work. Get a woodeut of the Sea or Guli-
lee and color it, and hang it upon the wall after
showing it to the little people.  Let them talk

about it,

Haxo Work, The little children may build a
Synagosue, an Eastern house, and in the sand
table hollow the bed of a lake with high bunks

around it,

The Trassirion Crass may outline the words
upon the lesson eurd, choosing the colors,

SciENcE At IloMe witn Morngn,
two great topi
wondrous ¢,
visions for matter for food, Fe

E—— -

Whisper Songs for February,

FIFTH LESSON,
Have you heard the Say iour say.
* Rise, and walk with me? "
Listen, and this very day
He will speuk to thee !

SIXTI LESSON,
Little children, build your house
Safe and strong und sure {
Build on Jesus Christ, the Rock,
Then it shall endure,

SEVENTI LEssoN,
dJesus is our loving Fricud,
Always kind and tru, 3
He'll go with us to the end
If his will we do.
EIGHTH LESSON,
Trusting in the Suviour's power,
0, how safe I am !
Every day and every hour
He will keep his lamb,

/s that the people were
glad to see hin and were waiting for him,

y God’s love for families and his
ure of them,  Talk also of the wise pro-

go hungry,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter.

Praise Servick,
Teacher, Praise ve the Lowd,
Class, Praise the name of the Lord,
Teacher. Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Class. From this time forth and for evermore,

SING or Reppat:
“ Praise him, praise him, all ye little people,
He is love, Le is love,

Love him, love liim, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love,

“Serve him, serve him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love,

Crown him, crown him, all ye little people,
He is love, he is love."

Praver Senvicr,
Teacher, 1 cried unto the Lord with my voice,
Class, And he heard me out of his holy hill,

Coxcerr Praver,
“Dear Jesus, I love thee, I want to be thine,
And live so that others may see my light shine ;
T want to be honest and useful and true,
And do unto others as I'qd have them do,
I need thee each moment, I need thee alway, <
0, come to me, Saviour, and in my heart stay."
Praver ny TracuEr, closing with the Lord's 1
Prayer, 4
SINGING. A chureh hymn adapted to the lesson,
Givise Servick,
Teacher. Ye know the ace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was ¢ h, vet for your sakes
le became poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich,
Class,
“Give with a glad heart, loving and free,
Give as the Saviour hath given to thee;
Give him thy heart's love, tender and true,
Give him thyself, "tis all thou eanst do,”

Biernnay Ovverines followed by singing.
SUPPLEMENTAL Lissoy,
ReviEW op Lasty I,
Moriox Soxa.
Lessox Teacuixg, followed by Eeno Prayer, 1
PArTING Worps, i
Teacher. The eternal God is thy refuge,
Class. And underneath are the everlasting arms,
Teacher. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:
the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracions unto thee: the Lord 1ift up his counte.
nance upon thee, and give thee peace,

SON
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Illustrative Notes
A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons,
with Original and Selected Comments, Methods of
Teaching, Ilustrative Stories, etc., etc. By Jessg
Lymax Hurusur, and RoERT REMINGTON DOHERTY.
Price $1.25.

Peloubet's Select Notes

Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, Doc-
trinal and Practical, Witi Nlustrations, Maps, Pic-
tures, etc., etc. Price $1.25.

Monday Club Sermons

A Series of 8ermons on the Sunday-school Lessons for
1896, by eminent preachers, Price $1.25.

Berea.n Lesson Books

. 1.—The Beginner's. No. 2. —The Intermediate.
. 3.—The Senior. Price 20c. each.

Golden Text Booklets

Sunday-school Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts. Price, post-
paid. each 3c., per doz. 35¢.

Berean La2af Cluster

Large pictures, 24x34 inches in size, in eight colours,
illusirating the Lessons. Golden Texts printed in
large letters. Per Quarter, $1 25, Per Year, $5.

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Coloured Pictures Illustrating the Internationa.
Sunday-school Lessons. Similar to Leaf Cluster, but
with only four colours. Price, postpaid, per
quarter, $1.00, per year, $3.50.

Cambridge Bible Commentary.

Luke. By Rev. Canon Farrar. m“'gﬂ
2 Samuel. By . Kirkpatrick, M.A ce, ‘1 00.
1 Kings. By Rev. Pro( sumb Price, $.

Mnuheu: By Rev. A, Carr, M,A, Price, 'IM

Harmony of the Gospels,
By Rev. W. H. Withrow, D.D. Net, 50c.
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‘Fall Publications
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Lesson List l
Contalins list of all the Lessons for 1896
with Golden Texts and Memory
Verses Indicated.
The Book Mark Lesson Listis furnis
three styles—differing on the last paxel Gt

No. 1.—With Name of Church or School, and
list of Services on last pngu

or l«.nu . . - $100
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350 . 300
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2000 or over, per thousand 450

No. 2.—With last page blank; and No. 3.—
With Bible Acrostic on last page :

Less than 500 - 50 cents per hundred.
S500t01000 - - 45 ‘ o
1000 or over - - 40 i s
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Old Man Savarin an | (nhur htorlel.
By Edward W, Thomson , ... $1

U'bhe Red, Red
1llustrated . .

Wine.

e
W. H. Withrow, D.D. Hiustrated. .. .. 0
| Cot and Cradle Storles. By Mrs. Catharine
l’urr Traill. With portrait and illustrations by
. Dickson Patterson, R.C.A 1
(unudlun Wild Flowers, With Botanical
Descriptions by Mrs. Traill. Embellished by
ten full-page plates, drawn and colored by
hand by Mrs. Chamberlin. Fourth edition,
printed from entirely new ty ]Jt Size of book,
14ix11 inches
Here and
By Canni it In one \olnme of 540
;m,.us, wuh 260 superior photo engravings,
3, nheep $4; half moroc
Hlntor\ of the C mulh of lmnenlmrn.
By Judge M. B. Des Brisay. Second edition,
greatly enlarged. With map and several full-
page photo engravings .. . 2
Consamption : Its N tuve, Causes und
Preve tion. By Edward Playter, M.D, 1

Land.

8. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax,
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Epworth League Supplics,

REQUISITES.

Per Dozen | Wall Pledge (Aetive). In large t. pe.

Constitution and By-Laws 80 10 Size, 28 x 36 inches, Mounted on ruﬁ. s
Suggestions, Constitution and By-Laws and varnished, each e $1.00
for Junior Lengues o Per Hundreq

Per Hundred Membership Certificate Card. Printed
Prayer-Meeting Toples, On cardboard.. ¢ 50 in colours...... ..,,., =

Junior League Pr. eeting Toples, Removal
Un cardboard ... 080

Associnte Member's Pledge Card . 050 | Epworth League Charter, Hnndwmcly
Active Member's Pledge Card ., . 050 lithographed ..................00000 o 25
Junior League Pledge Card <o 050 | Epworth Ribbon, Special design.Peryd. o 2
CANADIAN LEAGUE LEAFLETS.
13 kinds. Per dozen, 12 cents.  Per hundred. 80 cents, Postage paid.

Reading Course, 1895-6.

The following books have been selected by the Committee appointed by the last General
Conference, as the Epworth League Reading Course for 1895.6 :

John Wesley: Wis Life and Work. By | The Life of Jesus Christ By Rev. Jaues
Rev. MATTiiEW LELIEVRE $0 35 STALKER, D.D i ... 80

The Firm Foundation of th | My Brother and 1. Scleoted Pape

Falth, A Handbook of Christian Evider T{lhplm- By
for Sunday-school Teachers,

Beer, DD Total Retail Price of Faur:ll'oulu—'! 20

4 S;"E"EIWRL % Each sold separately, postpaid, at list prices ;
E 1 or, we will supply the entire set to
OFFER. League or individual readers at $1.70 Qet,

SALLLL AL AAAAA A ALLL.

Postage and Mailing, 15 cents extra,

It is the intention of the General Epworth League Board to have examinations upon the Reading
Course, and to grant diplomas to those who master the books. The course may be taken up by a whole
society, a group in the society, or by a single individual,
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Canaan of

The ¥

mounted side by side on linen, with rollers.
Compiled from recent surveys. A beautiful,
new and exceedingiy useful map. $4.50.

Powell'’s Radial Indexed Licht and
Shade Rellef Map of Palestine. As
lines and letters detract from the most im-
portant feature of this map—its relief effect
—these are largely avoided, a thorough
index at the bottom of the map indicating
the position of the places. It shows the
topography of the country, its elevations
and depressions in beautiful relief. A new
Map—a new idea. Contains also small

of Palestine, Map of Canaan,

ap showing Paul's Travels,
alem and its environments,

ete. Mounted on rollers, Size, 5 ft. 4 in. x

3ft.6in.

Chart and Map of Palestine in colors, repre-
senting the recorded events in the Public

Carefully compiled from the best authorities
and latest surveys. Good and cheap. Names
of places are in large, clear lett
read at a distance. Size of each, 34
Price of each, on fine white muslin, $1.50;
mounted on rollers and varnkhed, $2

Palestine, Old Testament History, shows all
places mentioned Old Testament, with
system of concentrie cireles for finding any
place, distance, ete.

A Want Supplied. . .
SECRETARY’'S BOOK

Epworth Leagues

Epworth Leagues of Christian
Endeavor.
Designed for a complete yearly record.
Arranged by REV. A. €. CREWS, General
Secretary of the Epworth League In
Canada.

Contains Constitution, Form of Reception of
4 Members, Roll of Active Members, Roll of
;& Associate Members, Monthly Reports of Presi-
B ] dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and various Depart-
o ments, with blank pages for record of minutes
ey of League meetings.

3 Price, 50 Cents Postpald,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.
Postage

Map. Ci
the Old Testament with Palestine of the |
New. Two mape, each 28 x 40 inches in size, |

The Publie Life of Christ. A cembined |

(a2 24

EILER’'S WALL MAPS

Wesley Bulldings, -

MAPS

| Life of Christ in Chronological Order as to
Geographical Location, combined with a
complete Graphic Harmony of the Gospels
| covering the same period. By Rev. C. J.
Kephart, A.M. Size, 22 x 36 inches. $1.25.
Caraan as Divided among the Twelve
Tribes. Prepared for the Public Schools
‘ of Ontario. Size, 27 x 33 inches. Mounted
| on rollers. %125,
| Journeys and Deeds of Jesus, and Scrip-
tural Index, on a Map of Palestine.
For 8. 8, Classes and Private Study. Size,
22 x 32 inches, on rollers. 75e¢.

Elementary Chart of Bible (‘hronolox{.
Prepared by Rev. Alfred Andrews. 8 ft.
10 in. long by 26 inches in depth. Mounted
l;lr\kr:ollem #1.50. On paper, unmounted,

The Travels of Jesus In Chronological
Order, and Map of Palestine. By Hev.
A. P. Stout. 36 in. wide by 5 ft. 10 in. deep,
on rollers. Original price, $100: reduce
to %2.50.

| Palestine, of the New Testament, and small

map of Jerusalem in one corner, shows all
mentioned in the Ni Testament,
stem of ¢ entrie circles by which
any place can be readily found.

| Paul's Travels. Part of Europe and Asia,
and by colored lines showing the journeys
of the Apostle Paul.

| Epworth League

WALl PLEDGE

(Active Members’)

Mounted on Rollers and Varnished.
Size, 28 x 36 inches.

Price, $1.00, Postpaid

JUNIOR LEAGUE

Prayer Meeling Topics

FOR 1896
Price, 50c¢. per hundred, Postpald.

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halltax, N.8.

prepaid.




1, o
Is Your N, S, Library “ 9
in Need of ., .,.... H
1
I'he boys and girls must have reading, and if they are not provided with
4 good books they will possess themselves of the pernicious literature that
abounds in cheap form. Librarians, fill your shelves with new, readable books
! not stories only, but bhooks of history, travel, sc ience, )my;m[.h'\‘ ete.
| Our Catalogues and Lists place at your choice a range of literature not to
| t

I be had elsewhere, and we can supply at net prices as low as arc offered by any
| of the houses who cater to this trade. T'he Special Series ¢ Pansy," Elsie,
Bessie, Mildred, etc. —may be had of us at the lowest popular prices. In
addition we keep our shelves supplied with the latest stories of the popular
writers, as well as those books which are ever popular,

We are always glad to answer anquiries, and will send our ( atalogues

| with letter of terms to any address given

SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES

| Secretary’s Minute Book SO0 Ward's Perpetual Class Record 2 50
| Sunday School Minute Book . . 050 Exeelsior Library ( ards. Per hundred 100
Eiler's Sunday  =School Record For 2 Librarian's s in packet: per packet 0 30

classes, KL00: for 10 ¢lasses (0 ion Envelopes. Per doz. 0 50

| Perrin’s Perfection Sunday Sehool Re: omd i oth, Per yard 2
| For 20 ¢las ELOO: for 40 elasses 1t First Reading Book Easy Scripture es

Hobart's Cond Record 060 sons. Per doz 0 6

| Kiler's Primary T4

her's Record 020 second K Hook Kasy Secripture

i
SLOO T 190 pages 130 Lessons, |

Roll Book. i pag or doy, 095
| Sunday School Regist er oo Temperance Pledge Cards, Perhundved 1 o6
j Libravian's Aceount Book t’.'m.rm 050 Femperance ll'}ulgv Roll.  Paper 25¢ :
| ‘ Foolscap 075 cardhonr 035
1 Sunday School Clas< Book, Per doz 07 Catechisms, No. 1, per dog., 3 No'2,
4 " ¢ ) YooCut leaves, prrdoz., e s No 3, perdoz, 1oe. : Nos
4 per doz 12 L Zand 3, in one volume, ench 025
|
|

Containing 480 Hymns

' THE CANADIAN HYMNAL
1
|

-:00000000000000000“
: : Sunday Schools and Social Services,
FOR ¢ Epworth Leagues and Christian Endeavor Societies,
b4
d 1» Gospel Meetings and the Home Circle.
3
1-0000000‘00000000000000000000“
“ Music Edition. — Euch, 50c. : per dozen, 85,00,
| Words only Edition. (., limp, 2120 per dozen : =9.00 per hundred,
b | Cloth boards, $L75 per dozen ; $15.50 per hundred
4
| WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesiey BUILDINGS, = TORONTO, ONT
[ C. W. COATES, Montreal. 8. K. HUE Halifax.,
|
4 We Prepay Postage.
l
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