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EDITORIAL

Mothers’ Day

It comes the second Sunday in May ; this year, May 12th.

There was an amazing increase last year in the number of our Sunday Schools and churches
using the Mothers’ Day Service. The fact that from so many homes throughout all our land
there are sons at the front, givesspecial point to the observance of Mothers’ Day. The increase
in its ohservance will likely be even more marked this year.

Our “MoraERs’ DAy Service” will be found on pages 223-226 of this issue of the Teaca-
grs MonTHLY. Copies for the School or the congregation may be had at the cost named on
the programme : also suitable additional Mothers’ Day supplies (See page 254).

This is a day for the whole family, and the whole flock. The boys and girls and young
people, whose mothers are still with them ; those who are older and to whom their mothers
are a sweet memory—all will unite in it ; and the mothers themselves : it will not make them
vain. They love to be loved, and to be told of that love. “Mothers’ Day” will make that
love very real to them.

The Spring Time Service

It was an experiment last year—the Spring Time Service issued by the Board of Sabbath
Schools and Young People’s Societies. It is intended in part as a first-Sunday exercise for
Schools which have been closed during the winter ar.d are now opening again for the season,—
asort of Spring Rally Day for these Schools. It is also to serve as a Spring Rally for all-the-
year-round Schools, gathering up their full strength, after the long, busy winter, and preparing
to make the spring and summer Quarters even better still.

The Service is being issued this year also : it is no longer an experiment. Copies are
procurable from Rev. Dr. J. C. Robertson, General 8.8. and Y.P.S. Secretary, Confederation
Life Building, Toronto.

“Father and Son Week ”

A National “ Father and Son Week,” has the backing of the Y.M.C.A. and of the National
Advisory Committee for Co-operation in Boys’ Work, which embraces representatives of the
various denominations. The date this year is April 7-14. Its purpose is to link fathers and
sons more closely together in comradeship and mutual help, and united and more earnest
service of God and country. A “Father and Son” Sunday, a “Father and Son” supper, a
Saturday afternoon “hike’” and the quiet hour at home, are some of the things suggested.
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The words are worth pondering, of Si~ Cecil Spring-Rice, the recent late British Ambas.
sador at Washington. They were written in commendation of tk~ Father and Son Week :—
“We know that the best things have sometimes the worst uses. "n a democratic country like
my own the danger seems to be that the spirit of liberty, precious in itself, should enter into
family life in such a form as to destroy the spirit of obedience of son to father, ana the spirit
of responsibility of father for son. We should all, I think, remember that the basis of all
society—the only sound basis, is family life : a boy without a family is worse than a man
without a country. Tho family can be maintained only by that spirit of which the scripture
saye : ‘Perfect love casteth out fear.’”

The Sunday School in Home Mission Fields

During the next few weeks many home missionaries will be finding their way to the fields
in which they are to work for the summer.

The success of these workers will depend largely on the cordiality and enthusiasm of the
support and cooperation of the people in the fields.

It is to be expeeted that foremost amongst those who welcome the coming of the mis.

sionary will be the Sunday School workers. They will receive him as their leader, for the time
of his service, and will help him in the carrying out of his plans with full loyalty and unflagging
energy.
The Sunday School in & home mission field has much to hope for from the missionary,
No matter how effectively its work has been car ied before his arrival, there are sure to be some
improvements possible in its organization and methods. Teachers and officers will serve the
highest interests of the School if they seek suggestions which the missionary may have to offer,
and do their utmost to carry these into practical effect.

It may be that in some fields, for one cause or another, the interest in the Sunday School
has slackened and the work Fas been allowed to languish. In such places those who are con.
cerned for the welfare of the children and young people of the community, should rally round
the missionary with spec‘al earnestness, striving, with his help and guidance, to make this
record summer in the history of the School.

The missionary, in some cases, will find no Sunday School in the field to which he has been
sent.  But it will be a rare instance in which there are not at least a few people in the field who
have the religious welfare of the young at heart. It is up to them to take advantage of the
missionary’s coming to get a School started, however small may be the attendance or however
simple the organization may necessarily be.

We are becoming familiar in these davs with “drives’ for this object and that. Why not
a Sunday School “drive” in every Home Misrion field to increase the attendance at the School
to the largest possible number and its effectiveness to the highest possible point.

Farm Workers from City and Town

Here are some sample figures from two of the nine provinces of the Dominion.

Last year in British Columbia there were 300 girls who went on farms to help with fruit
picking and mixed farming. This year it is likely that there will be 1,000 girls at this work
in that province. In 1917 there were 800 girls engaged in such work in Ontario. This year
it is expected there will be anywhere from 3,000 to 5,000.

In 1917 it is estimated that 8,000 town and city boys worked on farms in the Province of
Ontario. This year an effort is being made to secure 15,000.

Such figures emphasize the value of the boy and girl in the winning of the War. They
also indicate the desire of the boys and ¢irls to do something that they feel their country needs
at this hour. Every Sunday School tcacher should see that the importance and need of such
work is brought home to his scholars before the summer time comes. While diseretion must
be exercised in not urging too heavy work upon those who are not fit to undertake it, in many
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cases robust boys and girls may v turned from a summer time of mere lazy enjoyment to one
of productive employment.

An Opportunity for the Teacher

“Is there a strange boy working on one of the farms in our distriet this summer ? If
there is, have I done what I could to see that he is brought to the Sunday School and made to
feel .t home ? Is my church assuming the responsibilivy, which manifestly belongs to it, to see
that this boy is working for a man that will do the righ* ‘hing by him ?”’ Questions such as
these should be upon the heart of every Sunday Schoc! ieacher this summer. For thousands
of boys, in response to their country’s call for increased production, are going on the farns.
They will often be homesick, and will feel like quitting. Many of them came from Sunday
School classes, and have always been led to believe that the church is intere ted in the stranger.

No less is the responsibility of the teacher in t! » town from which many of these lads will
come. No teacher who has a scholar going to a farm for the summer, should neglect to secure
his address, and keep in touch with him by corresponaence, to advise and cheer him. Some
time he may need a lot of both.

Anything that is done to help one of these lads this summer, will have a value out of all
proportion to the trouble taken. These boys will be in a position where the least kindn sss
means very much. For many of them the summer’s experience will be a turning point in their
lives= The Sunday School teacher should see that it will be a tarning towards a deeper und
fuller realization of the reality of Christian brotherhood.

The Ilfustrated Papers—Interesting ?

“For some unknown reason the boys in my Sunday School do not seem to be interested
in East Axp WesT. Is that the attitude of boys in other Sunday Schools, or does the trouble
lie with us 2" This question was recently asked by a Sunday School worker.,

It was a surprise to discover that the boys to whom the questioner was giving EasT AND
West were from 10 to 14 years of age. It is no wonder they were not interested in EAsT AND
Wesr. It is not intended for them. East axp Wesr is intended for those of say, 15 years
and upward.  Oeccasionally readers under 15 years of age read and enjoy East ANp WEsT, but
they are the exception rather than the rul® Readers from 10 to 14 years of age have a paper
of their own, prepared with their interests and needs specially in mind. This paper is the
King's OwN,

If the Illustrated Papers are to be appreciated, and used to the greatest advantage, they
should be supplied only to the scholars for whom they were intended. From all sides
evidence is continually ecoming that in those Schools where the Illustrated Papers are intel-
ligently distributed, they have a keen welcome from their readers.

The Armenian and Syrian Relief Fund

The appeal of the Sunday Schools of the Dominion on behalf of the Armenian and Syrian
Relief Fund was most suceessful. At the date of writing the Honorary Treasurer of the Cana~
dian Fund reports considerably more than $75,000 have been received from the Sunday
Schools alone.

Several causes contributed to this splendid result. First amongst these must be placed
the desperate plight of the sufferers in Armenia and Syria, which called forth the sympathy of
Sunday Schools throughout the whole of Canada.

Another of the contributing causes was the thorough and effective manner in which the
need was placed before the Schools. The literature sent to every School set forth with the
utmost vividness the need to be relieved.

The fact that the sufferers to be helped were dwellers in Bible lands, also mace its impres-
sion on the imagination of the scholars. They had become so familiar with these lands through
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their Bible study, that the people living in them seemed almost like friends and neighbors.
The ery for succor seemed to come, not from far-off strangers but from well known people near
at hand.

Doubtless the cooperative feature of the movement had much to do with the enthusiasm
which it evoked. The Sunday Schools of all the denominations were at work. Every one
likes to have a share in a big project. It was a happy thought, this uniting of all the Schools,
of all the churches, over the whole of Canada, in this most worthy cause.

In the outcome of the movement may be seen a striking illustration of the power and
possibilities of the Sunday School. Any missionary or benevolent cause which can win the
support of the vast Sunday School army, has behind it a force which will go far towards mak-

ing it an assured success.

Making the School Interesting

One can learn much from the street urchin as to what attracts. If there is a little stream
of water trickling in the gutter, after the passage of the watering cart, or a little pool left by s
passing shower ; if some one has started a little fire in a pile of fallen leaves ; if there is a
runaway horse, or if the fire chief’s red motor car, or the great puffing fire engine rushes down
the street ;—that is where the small boy or small girl, whose playground is the street, is sure
to be found. No need to coax or compel attention ! Wherever there is life and movement,
there the street urchin will be found.

The Sunday School may well take the hint. Attendance is voluntary. In cases where
parental authority is not a factor, attendance or non-attendance turns upon whether the
School is or is not interesting. And life and movement are chief factors in interest.

WITH OUR CONTRIBUTORS

A Boy's Loyalty to;gue to"spesk save as this House shall

By Professor L. A. Weigle, D.D. commend.” ;

(The fourth of & series of twelve articles by the su- To do one's full duty, then, to live up to
3: 19( Tt:» gl’_upu ouecol the books in the le Stand-  One’s ﬁ?, to serve one’s cause, whatever it be,
mﬁmt = E'unm.—spﬁ?".. fwﬁ llgyn.l‘:y lehearted, unswerving fidelity, is

What do we mean by loyalty ? Patriotism, B : g
is one’s first answer in these days. We are at We think of Paul,—*this one thing I do ;"
war ; and each has his bit to do. In home of Lincoln’s letter to Horace Greeley : “My
and workshop, on farm and railway, as well ~paramount object in this struggle is to save

as in camp and trench, on sea and in the air, the Union, and is not either to save or to
the nation calls us, every one, to service. destroy slavery ;" of the engineer who seeks
to the last to avert or temper the collision

B Not all loyalty is in war time, however ; : g s v
nor is one’s country the only object to ins};l)’ire w_h;:b néay‘cost hgn hmul:fe ) fg t'hett:le hm;:
it. In his wonderful little book, The Phil- &%%- wirel g gy b b
osophy of Loyalty, Professor Royce defines fudden disaster, remain b (helt tavruents
:wg = in:hfi wnltlmg ;{n d practioal u:.nd captain at utnm ifax wg:o fou’ght and
evotion of a person to a B
cause.” He cites as an example of such :ﬁﬁ:‘:mmlﬁn b s I‘ lmtg clr-:\‘\:l.mm

loyalty the Speaker of the British House of
Commons, who, when King Charles I., seekin, We think, too, of the countless ordinary

to arrest certain of its members, ing i folk, fathers and mothers, preachers, teach
whether he espied them, answered, “Your pm(mioml and business men, clerks
Majesty, I am the Speaker of this House, and, workmen, who, in quiet devotion, live and

being such, I have neither eyes to see nor serve, each in his own way.
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alty is not always, or even often, spec-
mcllfh{r ylt is an everyday virtue. It under-
lies all real achievemeat ; it is the substance
of all character. To be loyal is to serve
the ideal, whatever the field in which that

service may lie.

A Boy’s Loyalty 3 199

of honor. Each group constitutes a social
unit whose members are bound in mutual
loyalty. They wili stand by one another
through thick and thin, and they will stand b
the ideals embodied in their code. They wiﬁ
keep their word in

strictest fidelity, to one

Besides loyalty to
country and loyalty to
duty there is another
sort,—loyalty tc per-
sons. Itis the loyalty
of trust and affection,
begotten in intimate
personal relation or in
the more or less distant
admiration of hero wor-
ship. It is the loyalty
of lovers, of friends, of
parent and child, of
teacher and upni, of
leader and follower.

Loyalty is a natural
human virtue. Its
roots may be traced far
back in the life of child-
hood. Children’s affec-
tion for others ; their
desire to help ; their in-
stinct to protect and
care for dolls, animal
pets and younger chil-
dren ; their obedience ;
their idealizing imagi-
pation ; their growing
interest in constructive

another and to those
whom the group recog=

With mallet and chuel. or with nizes as friends and
brush and color, the sculptor or P “square;” and they will
artist labors patiently and en-
thusiastically for years to produce

- his ideal statue or picture ; yet,
no matter how perfect, the result
at the best can be only cold
marble or lifeless canvas. How
much more absorbing and self-
satisfying is the work of parents
and teachers who, with similar
skill and perseverance, fashion
the plastic child! And how look upon the gang as
much greater pride and delight
they may weil take in the finished
product,—the living, breathing
man or woman—strong and splen-
did in the truest and best sense of
the words I-C. N. Millard, in
A Parent’s Job

not “squeal” though
the heavens full. Loy-
alty is the gang’s fun-
damental virtue ; dis-
loyalty is the unpar-
donable sin which leads
inevitably to expulsion.

In his most interest-
ing, if somewhat ex-
treme, book, The Boy
and His Gang, Puffer
nolds that we must

nature’s training school
for the social virtues.
“Only by associating
himself with other boys
can any youth learn
the knack of getting on
with his fellow men ;
acquire and practice
cooperation, self-sacri-
fice, loyalty, fidelity,
team play ; and in gen-

activities ; their devel-

oping patience, per-

sistence an(fl sle":;‘tmtml"—tthm are the be;
ginnings of loyalty. Just beginnings, of
course,—and beginnings that may be turned
and modified to almost any sort of end. The
roots of loyalty are natural ; the quality of
their fruit 18 determined by cultivation, or by
thelack of it. Much, I had almost said every-
thing, depends e2{3011 us older folk. It is our
business, in dealing with early and middle
childhood, not to appeal to or try to use a
loyalty not yet develcped, nor to seek to
awaken loyalty before its basis is laid in ex-
perience, but rather to cultivate in the child
such habits and ideals as may enter helpfully
into the development of the loyalty that is to
be.

In later childhood and early adolescence,
loyalty blossoms forth in rich promise. From
ten to sixteen is the age of spontaneous social
organizations, such as clubs and “ g
Boys no longer play alone, or with older fol
they seek companions of their own age, an
go about in bunches. Their games call for
team pusy, with its cooperation and its subor-
dination of the individual to the good of the
whole. They formulate their own laws, for-
mally or informally ; and have their own code

eral prepare himself to
e become the efficient
citizen of a democracy. Nature has given
the boy the ?a.n instinets for the sake of
making easy for %im the practice of the gang
virtues.”

It is a crucial time in the boy’s moral de-
velopment. He is reaching beyond the life
of the home into that of school and play-
ground, forest, field and city street. At no
time does adult influence seem to count for so
little, just because his new friendships count
for sc much. He cares more for what the
fellows do and say than for what older folk
think. He is ing to take the ordering
of life into his own hands, and is guided by
such public opinion as is Sf)en to him. The
father and mother who fail to recognize this
function of the boy’s friendships, who, im-
Fahent and unsympathetie, simply “put their
oot down,” stand pat on the rules and gl:—
cepts of childhood, and try to keep their boy
“tied to his mother’s apron strings,” only en-
gender a conflict of loyalties with him, in which
the home loyalties are very apt to lose out.

That does not mean, however, that it is the
part of wisdom simply to let boys go their own
way in these “gang’’ years. Something very
like that has been proposed by certain advo-
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cates of the so called recapitulation theory,
which asserts that the development of the
individual 1ecapitulates in brief the stages
through which the development of the race
has cmased Until eight or nine, they hold,
the child is essentially non-social ; in the gan

age, his instincts and impulses are those of
primitive man. And we are asked to believe
that the surest way to get rid of what is un-
desirable in these impulses, and to promote a
bealth[)l', normal develggguent, is just to let
them have their fling for a few years. The
mischief of boyhood, so runs the theory, is
cathartic ; it is nature’s way of getting the
ancestral poison out of the boy’s system.

This is dangerous pedagogy. Exercise is
far more apt to fix than to eliminate undesir-
able tendencies. The law of habit none can
doubt or escape ; but the principle of cath-
arsis, I believe, exists chiefly in the imagina-
tion of its advocates,

We shall neither repress the gang, then, nor
let it go its own way ; we shall seek to under-
stand and enlist it. Its virtues are sound
but they stand in need of enlightenment and

expansion. Its code of honor is to be re-
spectl.ed, however inndeqixt:te it ma ;:lem to
our larger experience. group loyalty is
to be fostered and directed, for the sake of the
larger loyalties that are yet to be.

We must help the boy to grow in loyalty, to
incorporate older loyalties into new, lesser loy.
alties into greater. We must help him pass
from loyalties which are personal merely, to
those which involve devotion to causes and
ideals,impartial, impersonal and eternal in their
worth. We must help him to practise loyalty,
and to understand that real loyalty is never
mere enthusiasm, red fire, speeches or even
heroic acts ; but that it is rather a steady,
thoroughgoing habit of devotion to whatever
one has undertaken to do in the world. Much
of this help we can only begin to give in the
“gang’ years ; for a large i&rt of the boy's
e(fucation in loyalty will take place in later
adolescence and in young manhood, as he
faces the responsibilities of mature life. Who
of us, indeed, could say that his own education
in loyalty has yet been finished ? ’

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

Explaining Difficulties

By E. A. Haroy, D.Pxp.

Sometimes, in a labor dispute, the head of a
great corporation, on being interviewed as to
the attitude of the corporation towards arbi-
tration of the matter m dispute, summarily
dismisses the whole question in the terse state-
ment : “There is nothing to arbitrate.” Sim-
ilarly, many teachers practically adopt this
attitude in the preparation of their lessons ltl})‘y
failing or refusing to acknowled%e any diffi-
culties in next Sunday’s lesson. They simply
ignore them. This treatment, however,
brings disaster as surely as the magniate’s
method. How shall we find a better way ?

The first step towards explaining our diffi-
culties is to see them. A perception of
what we have to meet and overcome 1s of the
highest value, but it is not always to
atfain. It will help us to take a general look
at some of the difficulties we may meet and
possibly a closer look at one or two of them.

In general, Sunday School teachers’ diffi-
culties might be grouped as : (a) t'.ose in the
lesson itself ; (b) those in the class ; (c) those
involved in bringi g the lesson and class to-
gether. In the lesson itself there are diffi-
culties in the facts, in the lanfuuqc and in the
teachings. Take, for exampie, Neh. 2 : 1-11.
What are the facts involved in the following
terms,—‘“cupbearer,” ‘“Nisan,” ‘Artaxer-
xes,” ““Nehemiah’s fear at being sad in the

’s presence,” “my father's sepulchre,”
‘““gates of the city,” the presence of the queen

in the court room, the letters from the king,
the “river,” “the governors,” “Judah,” ““the
king’s forest,”” “the Horonite,” ‘“the Am-
monite ?”’ A very considerable knowledge
of an ancient Oriental history and aphy
is required to explain these terms. where
shall we get that know ? From every
source available,—Lesson Helps, Bible Dic-
tionary, illustrated volumes of travel, histor
and archmology, lectures on Eastern lan
illustrated b; tern slides, etc. Your own
library, the Sunday School library, the public
li&)l are all available and should be con-
8 .

So far as this lesson is concerned, there are
no special difficulties in the , but in
some of the doctrinal passages from the
Epistles there are many terms hard for the
boys and girls to understand and even for the
adult classes. As to the teachings, the first
difficulty is to find them, the second to select
the one or ones you want for your class, and
the third to state the teachinﬁ‘or teachings in
language apt and suitable. the Nehemiah
lesson these two teachings out of several may
be noted,—the striking answer to prayer and
the value of seizing the occasion. Either or
both of these teachings may be suitable for
your class, but just how to phrase them and
Just when and where in your teaching period
to bring them in constitute part of your
problem.
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Secondly, the difficulties in the class. Your
(-Ius:cnmy be dull and inert, or it may be rest-
less and brilliant. It may be very large so
that you lose the personal touch or it may be
g0 small that you lose the stimulus of the class
gpirit. It may be lost in & big classroom, or it
may be surrounded on every side with buzzin
classes,and the whole atmosrhere of the Schoo!
may be noisy and disorderly. Whatever the
gituation, two facts are apparent : (1) Your
class difficulties greatly increase the culty
ir. teachiug your lesson, and '(2) they largely
determine the character of Jom teaching
diffi ulties. If your class is di i}il_you must be
patient, simple in language, willing to repeat
and repeat and repeat, careful not to under-
take too much in any one lesson. If your
class is brilliant but restless, you must be alert,
keen, avoid repetition (at least in the same
language), not afraid to undertake a good deal
in a lesson, accurate in statement, suggestive
in staterent.

The difficulties involved in bringing lessons
and class together are considerable. The
adaptation of the lesson has been discussed
in a previous article. The lang you use
must mean the same to the pupil that it does
to you, or there will be confusion, and herein
lies one of the many causes of failure. A well
known word may mean quite different things
to different People. Take, f‘{f exam;')'le, the
two words “meadow” and “clover.” Ask
different people what they mean and then

The Teacher’s Study of the Gospels
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look them up in a large dictionary, and you
will get some surprises.

The point of contact is another problem,—
just how to begin to fit the lesson to your class,
‘Nhere does it, touch their experience ? No-
body in the class was ever a cupbearer to a
king or is ever likely to be. True enough, but
every one has been in a position where it was
highly important to act uickl{oand make the
most of the occasion. That boy over there
was the last man at the bat in the last innings
when the tie was a score, the bases were f
and the whole game depended on him,—how
did he feel and what did he do? That girl
next you was once alone in the house with the
baby when it suddenly had a convulsion,—
what did she do? A ‘good point of contact
means much in arousing that interest in the
class which you need to make the class alert, to
understand your explanations and teachings.

Difficulties may be exﬂ:ined then by seeing
them distinetly, by working out clear explan-
ations in your own mind, by translatin your
own explanations into the language of your
class and by keeping your class individually
in ‘xinind,. as you v;ork out your lesson. Labor
and patience and prayer are necessary even
to an infinite degree. So it is with the mother,
the physician, the preacher as they do the
tasks God assigns them. No t work
comes easy, and the Sunday School teacher’s
work is great.

Toronto

+The Teacher’s Study of the Gospels

A BOOK FOR THE MONTH

By Rev. J. M.

The Sunday School teacher’s study of the
s has a special purpose. He seeks in
gx?nl:dmamrial lf)g: the instruction of his
scholars. As a teacher, the iuterests and needs
of the scholars are to him the supreme con-
sideration. It is his business, in humble
dependence upon the Holy Spirit, in whom
alone there is quickening power, to impart
religious knowledge, to develop religious
character and train in religious service. His
specific concern, in studying the Gospels, is to
see how the various parts of their narrative
may be brought to bear upon the accomplish-
ment of his great task.

t is to guide the teacher in such a study of
thg (;sospe s,lthat The Teacher’s Study of the
Life of Christ, by Dr. Wade Crawford Barclay
hds been prepared. This little book is being

Course, Part Three,
I Toachars Seady of e

of Christ,
Wade Crawford Barclay (R. Douglas Fraser, Chz
and Gerrard Sts., Toronto, 80 pages, 20e.).

Downean, D.D.

studied in many Teacher Training Classes,
But whether one is a member of a Teacher
Training Class or not, if he is a Sunday School
teacher striving to influence the hearts and
lives of his scholars b?' means of the gospel
story, his work cannot fail of being made more
gg:f(tive by a careful reading of Dr. Barclay’.

. The reading of the book, so far from being
a task, will be a real delight. For Dr. Bar-
clay, in his writing, has cau t the secret of
charm. The presentation of his subject mat-
ter is genuinely attractive. His is the sort of
book,—there are not too many of them—
which the reader, having once begun it, lays
down with regret and takes up again with
alacrity.

It is a wonderful subject, of course, with
which Dr. Barclay has to deal. To set forth
the contents of the four books which are worth
infinitely more than all the books ever written,
and then to show how those contents may be




B i

% P

Konil oo

Ay S S, gt Rl W3 S

202 The Teachers Monthly April

adapted to the religious interests and needs of
various groups, from the little tots of the
Beginners an f’rimnry Departments to those
who have become men and women,—what
bit of work could be more attractive to one
with a passion for helping to develop in grow-
ing human souls the likeness of the perfect
man, the Son of God ?

The first part of the book,—that which
indicates to tgxe teacher what he is to look for
in tha Gospels—does not, of course, attempt
what the limits of space alone would forbid, to
give an exhaustive account of what the four
evangelists tell. The writer contents himself
with sketching, in broad outline, the life of
Christ, the distinguishing features of each
Gospel, the qualities of Jesus’ 'teaching and
the personality of Jesus. Of this part it is
sufficient to say that a difficult task has been
accomplished with rare skill and completeness.

Childsen not Little

By Rev. Wa.

There is just one incident in the gospel
story about Jesus’ friendship for children,
but it is sufficient to show us what was the
master’s conception of the normal religious
life of children. When he said: “Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not : for to such belonreth the kingdom
of God,” he inve us for all time an insight
into the possibilities of child religion.

Our churches all recoinize with more or
less clearness, chat the child is capable of a
distinet religious life of his own. The child
is peither merely a little animal nor a little
man or woman ; and it is equally futile to
deal with him as though he could not grasp
a religious thought and to try to fit grown up
ideas unto him, which, it is ed, may be
profitable to him in later life. e child has

igious needs as a child. He is an indivi-
dual, having relations with other individuals,
larger and smaller than himself ; he is keenl
aware of his place in a mysterious world,
asking countless Tzsﬁons about what he sees
around him ; he has many opposing impulses
leading to inward struggles. He is on his
way to achxevinz a character or personality.
He is trying to find his place in the general
scheme. He makes various resg;nses to his
environment. He needs the help of the
Christian church to make right choices.

“To such belongs the kingdom.” If Jesus
said that, the church should gladly receive
the children and teach them how they may
find God. By right, the children belong to
the Father’s kingdom.

The religious needs of children may be met
as they arise. They may, under the wise and

loving guidance of Christian adults, be helped

dmu is in the second part of the thLokthnt its
istinctive character appears. e se
of it was not merely to help the teacm a
little fuller and more accurate knowledge of
Christ and the Gospels, but to show him how
he might bring that knowledge to bear on the
hearts and lives of his scholars. Accordingly,
five chapters are given to pointing out what
material in the Gospels is suitable for teaching
g in classes respectively of little ones

uniors, Intermediates, Young People and
Adults.

Dr. Barelay’s book may be confidently re-
commended to teachers, who, holding firmly
that only the Holy Spirit can effect the trans-
formation needed in every human life, of child
or adult, believe at the samne time that the
religious life has its stages of development and
that materials of instruction should be selected
with a viev’ to these various stages.

Men and Women
Scorr, B.D.,

to realize their right relationship, as children,
to God and their neighbor.

The fundamental error in religious teaching
is to suppose that teaching is a preparation
for the future. In fact, there should never
be religious teaching wjthout adequate
provision for religious training as well
Christian education is not a preparation
merely, but a practice of religion now, and
that 1s the best preparation for the future
there can be. It is practically useless to seek
;ﬁs convey t‘t‘)1 the child ideas which h:re beyond

comprehension, supposing that he will
understand them some me practice is
p: rnicious because it leads the child to believe
that there is no connection between religion
and his present enterprises, and later to a
hypocritical attitude toward religion, though
its forms may be retained.

The question we must face is, what wil
best, accomplish our ‘#urpooe of forming
Christian character. e must link up our
mhdglous training with what the child knows
and can do. His Christian character will be
the outeome of responses he makes in various
relationships, seen and unseen.

The sphere for Christian growth is the
social upﬁere. including God and men. The |
child’s present response is important in itsell
and also because it largely determines what
his next nse will be. He is religiously
educable. He is developing in every way—
physically, mentally morally. We musi
recognize the principle of growth that is is
him, and seek to e sure that his religi
growth, now slow, now fast, like that of his
body, is carefully nurtured at every point.

Moose Jaw, Sask.
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Older Boys’ and Girls’ Work in Manitoba

Had You Thought of These?

Two of the biggest words in the English
Janguage to-day are Ambition and Enthusi-
asm,—two words that stand for things which
predict one’s position to-morrow.

Ambition is just this, and

nothing more,—to dream big
dreams, and work like every-
thing to make them come
true.

A certain fervor and inten-
gity, joined with faith, cour-
age and hogefulness, go to
makeup enthusiasm. As fire
to a locomotive, so is enthusi-
asm to ambition. It is the force that propels.

The Sunday School period of life is the
tin:ul of big'dzeama and smouldering fi:os of
contagious enthusiasm. Here lies the teach-
er’s golden opportunity.

Naturally, every teacher is obligated to
instil the nobiest and highes ideals, and to
fan into flame the essential force for a realiza-
tion of these dreams.

Numerous superintendents and tewc'hers
have found that Banners, Motloes and Class
Pins have helped immeasurably in promoting
the desired spirit of enthusiasm in the class
and the individual scholar. &

ivery boy and girl likes to let the worl
knf)w just what he or she can do. That
wholesome pride which every boy and girl
has in his or her class when it comes out
head, say in class attendance, memorization,
good behavior, o any other given ‘c.hanneh
is kept alive and the spirit of competition an
eagerness to be up front is inculcated by the

Class Banner,—particularly a “ Banner Class”’
or a “Star Class” Banner.

Then, too, the Department Banner, ad-
vertising to the rest of the School its par-
ticular grade, helps to imbue the scholars
with a deeper class spirit, and spurs them on
to greater endeavor as a class.

Good Mottoes cannot help but be good
character builders. They constantly hold up
a high ideal to aim at, to climb for, to reach.
Not only will a handsome Motto help decor-
ate the wall, but it will be a silent, insistent
teacher.

The little Class Pin does much to hold the
class together. It creates s spirit of loyalty
and desire to bring in new members, en
the Class Motto 1s inscribed on this little
recognition pin, an ideal is ever present with
the individual.

Considering the

t help Banners, |EEmmm
Tottoes and Class Pins OURAIM |
are in instilling the | ; : |
higher motives in the [ .
minds of the young, the
cost is a mere nothing,
as the note at the foot of
this column will show.

NOTE.—Very attractive Banners, of wool-felt, for
any D:()‘nment may be had for $1.60 postpaid.
Prices of Mottoes in different dmﬂu and sizes range
from 15¢. to 750. each, postpaid. Exceedingly attrac-
tive enamel Class Pins may be had as low as 25¢. each
silver plated, 50¢. each, sterling silver, 60c. each, gold

late, $2.00 each, solid gold, or in lots of 12 or more at

.50 to $20,00 per dozen.

Full information regarding these Supplies may be
had in the 1918 Catalogue of the Presbyterian Fub-
lications, Church and Gerrard Sts., Toronto.

Older Boys’ and Girls’ Work in Manitoba

By Rev. Joan W. Lirrue, B.D.
Sunday School Field Worker for Manitoba and Saskatchewan

At the Provincial Boys’ Work Conference
in Winnipeg in November last, at which
there were almost 400 regmtere& delegates,
denominational groups met in separate ses-
sion one half hour and planned for the more
aggressive promotion of the Canadian Stan-
dard Efficiency Tests programme within their
own unit. As a result, in the city of Winni-
peg, all the larger denominations held rallies
of their own boys, at all of which the attend-
ance was good and the interest keen.

At the Presbyterian rally over 300 were
present, and out of it there developed an
Older Boys’ Council, composed of two repre-

sentatives from each Sunday School. This
Council hae already drawn up a schedule for
a basket ball .eague and is plauning other
social and atlletic features for the future.
It is also endtavorin’Ig to greatly increase the
number of 'CS.E.T. ups in the city.
Meanwhile the Local Advisory Committee
carried out a Training Course for Leaders,
extending over eight weeks.

hTh\:’ Commitpt«:%s %n Reli iousbliiucation of
the Winnipeg ytery n reorgan-
ized to meet the new demands made upon it
by the expansion of the work. The super-
intendents of the city form one sub-commit-
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tee, ed with the promotion of an annual
Sunday 0ol Rally, of missionary instruc-
tion and training i all the Schools, and
erally of the Assembly’s Programme.
ﬁm 18 a sub-committec on Older Boys’
Work charged with the promotion of the
CS.E.T. programme. This sub-commitice
arranged lgr the above referred to rally and
has supervision of the Older Boys’' Council.
Our representatives on the Local Advisory
Committee are all members of this sub-
committee, and its convener must be one of
them.
In the same way a sub-committee, com-
goeed of women leaders, has charge of the
Ider Girls’ Work. A rally of the teen-age
irls was held, followed by a Training Class
or those interested in the Canadian Girls in
Training programme. This endeavor to fol-
low 1up and conserve the results of the annual
Provincial Convention for Older Girls is big
with promise for the future.
Rallies of older boys and their leaders were
also held at Portage la Prairie and at Brandon,

April

where Local Advisory Cooperative Com-
mittees on Boys’ Work have been formed.
Throughout the Province both the C.8.E.T,
and the C.G.LT. are being explained and
demonstrated at Institutes, %onventions and
in individual co: tions, and the work is
growing on all sides.

The splendid response of the boys this last
summer to the of the country for help
to secure greater production has created a
stronger bond of sympathy and understand-
ing between the country and the -city,
while the varied War activities of the girls
has given them a new vision of the
sibilities and joy of h service. The
sacrifices of their brothers at the front has
inspired in them a longing to do something
worth while at home to conserve and uiilive
inwlli?ontly the u;rivilegm won at such a
cost of life and suffering. They are eager for
a course of real and broad training looking to
a higher type of Christian citizenship. It is
the day of gglden opportunity for the church,

Regina, Sask.

THE DEPARTMENTS

A Blackboard Border Design for April

TheJApril [design may be made into a
poster by tracing the patterns on colored
papers, cutting them out, and mounting them
on a background of soft green cover paper.

Teachers who do not care to make the

poster, may draw the outline in silhouette on
the blackboard. To do this, cut out the pat-
tern or transfer them, by tracing, to heavy
paper. If they are traced, cut out the pai-
terns thus secured and draw around them on
the blackboard, filling them in with either
white or colored crayons.

Bible Verses and Nursery Rhymes

By Rae

If the smaller children in the Beginners
class find no difference between a Bible verse
and a nursery rhyme (see article in February
Teacaers MonTHLY), what is the use of
teaching them the lesson ?

A problem which confronts many teachers,

ially inners in the work, is this:

FurLANDS

“Why make the Sunday School a nursery by
having them presert when we might be (?(':in;
go‘(‘)d work with the older Beginners ?” they
ask.

. In answer ve would say : “What matter,
if they do no¢ see any difference at present
between a verse and a jingle, might they not
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Together with the rabbit on the other side of the , this is the pattern for the border
me
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) become acquainted with the
l?r';eags vgﬁl: rhyme ? The time will come
:'heri they will see the difference, so for the
sake of the future they might better be
resent in the class than absent from it.
Flut, as right teaching for the present time is
not only good, but best, for the future we
peed not discuss that aspect of it.

Joking aside, stories of how the tiny ones
have been assisted in being thoughtful and
helpful to their baby brothérs and sisters,
by the class lessons and talks, are numerous
in the mind of this teacher.

A two-year-old boy and his brother, seven-
teen months his senior, were much interested
in the lesson, Little Builders. They went

The formation of
good habits is an im-

»rtant point and sure-
K(, going to Sunday
School is one _that
should not be omitted.

Wwith the Graded
Lessons as we have
them to-day, there i8
everything to be gained
and nothing to be lost.

Perhaps a few exper-
iences of a teacher who
encourages the pres-
ence in her class of
even the two-year-olds
will answer the ques-
tion of “What is the
use 7" better than the-
orizing.

She had discovered
before her teaching
days, that quite little
children will apply
morals to themselves
in some cases.

For examﬂle, a three-
year-old, who was still
in the nomadic stage,
after hearing the story
of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears, said :
“Mama, I'll never run
away again,”” and she
never did.

Also a three-year -old,
a regular attender in
the above teacher’s
class and who was given
toslapping her younger
brother, was noticed

“ASK MARION LAWRANCE"

In the column, “Ask Marion
Lawrance,” in The Sunday School
Times for November 3, 1917,
Marion Lawrance replies as' below
to the following question :

Canada.—* | have a mixed class
of boys and girls, ages six, seven,
and eight, just a country School,
and no private room for them.
Could you tell me how to interest
these little ones and keep their
attention ? I have no help at all,
only a lesson book. We have the
large pictures for the Beginners.
Mine is the Primary.”

“The needs of the children are
similar whether there are many or
few in a Sunday School. It would
be wise for you to communicate
with your denominational Sunday
School Board in Canada, request-
ing samples of Departmental
Graded Lessons for the Primary
Department. Theseare prepared
year by year, and it is possible to
secure large pictures to use with
them.”

home to watch, instead
of stepping on, the ants
in their garden. When
they actually saw the
ants carrying their ba-
bies so great was their
glee that the entire

ousehold had to come
out and see them.

One day the teacher
was out shopping in
the vicinity of her
School. Passing a pic-
ture store, she noticed
one of her smallest
scholars intent on a
certain picture to which
he returned again and
again after brief glances
at othersin the window.
The teacher drew near
to see what it was that
80 held the wee lad’s
attention and found it
was Plockh rst’s Christ
and the Children, which
had been used in class
a few Sundays ago.
After a minute or two,
a little dog playfully
frisked around and
frightened the boy, who
looked up for help and
noticed, for the first
time, his teacher. Even
fear was forgotten and
“Oh! come and see,
come and see, it's it
the one, you know, Oh i
don’t you like it?”
Then, “That's Jesus !
doesn’t he look nice ?

by her mother desisting from so doing. She
was commended and questioned. She told
her mother the teacher had said we must be
kind to the babies and hand their playthings
to them, ete., ete.

The gilding was somewhat taken off this,
however, when later the mother found the
little ngf slapping as before. ‘Have you for-
gotten what your teacher said ?” she asked.
“Oh, she didn’t tell us this Sunday, so I can
slap him again now,” was the answer. The
mother, in telling the teacher of this, laugh-
ingly asked her to make it permanent.

Is that a little boy he has his hand on ?”

Thus he went on, discussing every detail.
Then his attention wandered a few moments
to other pictures, but ever and anon, he re-
turned to that of Jesus and the children, with
the remark, ‘I like this one best, don’t you ?”

The twins of thirty months were disap-
pointed because they could not play out of
doors, but, as they stood at the window and
watched the raindrops spattering on the glass,
they began to talk of the grags and flowers
and trees getting a drink and struggled with
what they could remember of a little verse
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heard frequently in Sunday School :

“SBome days will come the Folden sun,
Some days the rain will fall ;

But we'll be glad for every one
For God doth send them all.”

l{' was their mother’s request for the com-
pletion of the verse which brought the inci-

The Teachers Monthly

dent to the teacher’s knowledge.

It is not necessary to multiply these true
stories, which are part of the encouragemens
of many a Beginners teacher ; but they
surely show that it is worth wflile to teach
the littie ones, even if, as yet, they know no
difference between a nursery rhyme and a
Bible verse.

Tell Us

By Deax H. T. J. CoLeman, Pa.D.

Some persons incline to the opinion that a
story is to a child little more than what it is
to many adults, namely, a means of amuse-
ment with which to occupy one’s leisure time.
But the fact is that for the child the story is
not merely a means of amusement, it is a
form of truth. It presents truth in the only
way in which the child mind can possibly
grasp it.

Take the story of Santa Claus, for example.
Few of us are so desperatel literal in our
view of things, that we would banish the good
old saint from the children’s calendar on the
ground that both he and his reindeer sleigh
are pure myths. Though our minds, in a
sense, reject him, our hearts believe in him.
But the child mind accepts him as unreserv-
edly as does the child heart. The child’s
knowledge of

lar hy is not so ex-
tensive that a house at tge orth Pole is any

more improbable than a house in the next
street, while the world of nature is to him
full of mysteries just as wonderful as the
filled stocking or the laden Christmas tree.
Santa Claus, we say, stands for the spirit
of good will at the Christmas season. Such
a statement is true enough for sophisticated
adults, who have cultivated the gift of ab-
straction to the impairment of their gift of
imagination. To the lYoun child the spirit
of istmas good will is ta Claus, and
;laiﬁh Claus is the spirit of Christmas good

This literal and uncritical belief of child-
hood must, of course, be gradually tempered
into the more prosaic attitude of later life.
Only through such a process, as difficult as
it is important, is the child enabled to hold
to the spiritual substance of the Santa Claus

8 ter the nlmdov? accompaniments of
%mw an hﬁol" welling have
all di in the light of a growing in-
telligence.

There are, too, some persons who are rather
Jfraid of stories. Many of the great siories
of world literature are to them merely fiction,

and therefore untrue. But the fact is that,
to the people who first told them, these stories

were a form of truth. And to th~
mind at the present day, that u,m

a Story

“which is really hospitable to truth, their valye

as a medium for “imparting truth
unimpaired.

If, for example, we are to impart the trut
of the Bible to young children, we must (lil;
it in the Bible’s own way, which is, as we
might sup , the child’s own way as well,
The Bible’s own way is through story. The
early Hebrews knew little of what we would
call science and little of what we would call
history, but they thought about the order of
nature and the course of human events just
as truly as we do, only the form which their
thoughts took is more natural now to children
than it is to adults. And this seems reason-
able enough, when we consider that these
early Hebrews lived in the childhood stage
of their race.

No story is good enough to tell once to
children unless 1t is good enough to tell more
than once. Any story whose hundredth
telling is more fascinating than its first, is
genuine literature, and any story which, while
1t ap to chil(iren, satisfies also the differ-
ent (if not mere exacting) tastes of the adult
mind, is a classic, and in fact (if the stronger
expression is allowable) a great classic.

Now the stories of the Bible are great
classics since they meet this most searching
of tests. Is it not possible that the best
foundation for a religious education is the
telling and re-telling of Bible stories with
all the wealth of emphasis which picture,
hand work and dramatic representation can
ml{? When we have reached the hun-

th telling, we will perhaps be really pre-
pared for the more t and more de-
tailed treatment of the Bible which the
ordua:ry Sunday School lesson scheme de-
mands.

remaing

Queen’s University, Kingston, Ont.
r—

Developing Impression by Expression
By Rev. E. R. McLean, B.D.

Every teacher is t‘ln;w well aware that he
knows more about the lesson after teaching
it to others than he would had he simply
listened to another teaching it to him._Or




A Void That

in. we are more interested in missions if
:‘Erqtl]l:) something for them. These are simple
illustrations of what is meant by .the”phrx‘me
“developing impression by expression.”” The
truth is impressed on us because we have been
expressing it by teaching it.

Knowing then, as the teacher does, how
the truth is impressed on his own mind, he
ought to apply that method in his teaching.
The impression the truth taught makgs Ou
the minds of the pupils depends on their ex-
pression of it.

How can this be done ? Here are a few
illustrations:

1918

1. Beginners. The lesson is The Baby
Moses in & Basket, through which the
teacher has sought to draw out the feeling
of gratitude for loving care. This impression
may be deepened by having the children re-
tell the story in whole or in part, by having
them model the scene in the sand tray (using
some grass for reeds, a piece of folded paper
for the cradle, tooth-picks for persons, ete.) ;
by having them tell of things their own
mothers gave done for them; by having
them repeat as a prayer or sing

“Father of all in heaven above

We thank thee for thy love.
Our food, our homes, and all we wear,
Tell of thy loving care.”

or Hymn 518, Book of Praise, verse 2.

2. Primary. The lesson is Joseph Obeying
His Father. Here again the methods of re-
telling the story and modeling as used in the
Beginners may be used. In a certain class,
by actual exreriment, it was shown that the

upils remeinbered best the story scenes they
gad modeled, proving that the impression had
been deepened by expression. With the
parents’ cooperation a still better form of
expression would be for the parents to assign
simple tasks to the child and at the same
time relate his obedience with that of Joseph.

3. Juniors. Up to this period the ex-

Must Be Filled
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pressional v.ork must of necessity be of the
very simple character described and much of
it, left to the home. ‘With the Juniors, how-
ever, the teacher is in a position to accom-
plish more. Besides having the story retold
in the note books (to be illustrated with pic-
tures and original drawings) all of which
helps it to be remembered, we should seek to
have it acted upon.

A class of boys was reviewing Abraham’s
rescue of Lot the Sunday after the Halifax
disaster, and the teacher found a willingness
to put into action the principle of the lesson,
with the result that the class put gifts on the
Christmas tree for certain Halifax children
whose names they had secured.” Thus the

truth of the lesson became part of the pupils’
lives.

Whenever possible the impression of the
lesson ought to be deepened by expression in
conduct. Otherwise the children will form
the habit of knowing without doing, and feel-
ing without helping. Jesus said, “If ye know
these things, happy are ye if ye do them,”
and it is our business to plan that the truth
of the lesson may be lived. We must culti-
vate not merely heavenly impulses, but
heavenly habits ; not only teach the children
the Word of God, but train them in the
work of God. To do his work we must know
his Word ; but it is also true that to know
his Word we must doshis work. “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”” The only
way in which that “word” can be pressed
home is by obeying it. The truth is im-
pressed only by the expression of it in actual
giving. We learn best what is true only when
we do what is right.

Only by making provision for expression
of this kind will the truth become part of the
pupils’ lives and we will be saved from the
charge that the boy who goes to Sunday
School is not any better than the one who
does not.

Kingston, Ont.

A Void That Must Be Filled

By MaseL Crews RinarLanp, B.A.

When Tom and Dick came to me one Sun-
day after School and asked if they might
bring two of their day school friends who
wanied to join the class next Sunday, it was
hard to decide just what to do. The class
was large enough, and we were getting along
beautifully ; but, as the four boys were
chums, it seemed too bad to turn the new-
comers away to another class. So I
to the Yropoeition, and the new boys arrived

the following Sunday. My fears were far

from being quieted at sight of the two, for
they were%o e

th big, self-willed looking chaps,

consultations and

that hung over everything, on one Sunday in
particular. -~

apparently accustomed to leading and having
their own way in most things.

It was not long after they joined the class
before these tendencies began to manifest
themselves to an almost alarming degree.
The two new lads were gradually getting the

-rest of the class completely under their sway,

and one of the pair automatically became the

ringleader of the crowd. Obviously there was

mischief brewing, judging by the whispered

the general air of mystery
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1 did not need to ask any questions to be
certain that these bigger boys had decided to
form some sort of secret society amongst the
class members, and I felt sure no good would
come of it, for I had found that they were
fellows who spent a great deal of their time
on the street, and were beginning to break
away from home authority. To be sure, all
these youngsters were developing social in-
stinets that demanded an outlet of some sort,
for they seemed to crave the companionship
of other fellows of their own age. If they
joined in with these new boys, they would be
simply following the natural tendencies of all
Juniors to congregate .a gangs or cliques, for
the sake of comradeship. And because they
were Juniors, they would at once start doing
something. Realizing these things, I deter-
mined that the companionship should be
secured under some kind of oversight and the
“something to do”’ be of the right sort.

Without delay I made plans of attack, for
there was no time to lose. A note to each
member calling the class to assemble at my
home on secret business on a certcin evening
brought every boy on the tick of the hour, all
agog with curiosity. That very night the
fellows themselves formed the “Three M’s
Club,” with every one a sworn-in member,

ledged to secrecy and loyalty. A club motto,
Kadge and password were chosen, a leader
appointed and other such important matters
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duly arranged. It was the first real club for
each one of these lads and !his was a most
auspicious oceasion. For where is the Junior
who does not love secrecy, reﬁalia, the club
spirit and all that goes to make up such an
organization ? An admiration for these
things seems to be an inborn Fa.rt of every
boy’s make up, at this stage of his develop-
ment. So why not give them to him in 4
wholesome way, backed by the church and
the Sunday School, instead of allowing other
agencies to fill this place in his life ?

To make a long story short, the club flour.
ished and kept the boys engaged in 80 many
useful activities, that its influence soon per.
vaded every day in the week and every hour
of every boy’s life. The doubtful gang never
materialized and the two chaps who had been
accustomed to play on the street found them-
selves too busy doing more interesting things
to spare any time for dark plots and question-
able schemes which might before long have
blossomed forth into hoodlumism and even
lawlessness.

Truly, if we watch our Juniors as we would
a barometer, and forestall every need as we
see it developing, we can keep them from ever
going beyond the influence of the Sunday
School to satisfy any of the requirements of
their unfolding life.

Toronto

Teaching the Boys and GAirls About Church
Membership

By Rev. Rosert PoGue

Presbyterians believe that all baptized
children are members of the church, though
not members in full communion. Some,
therefore, object to the use of the phrase
“joinirg the church,” as applied to such
children. But the words are in popular use
and all understand what they mean. By
“joining the church” or “becoming a church
member” is meant a public profession of
faith, in which- Christ is acknowledged as
Saviour, and the promise is made to obey,
love and serve him ; this profession being
followed by partaking of the Lord’s SupPer.
Indeed, “becoming a church member” is
generally thought of as confessing Christ for
the first time by going to the Communion.

In the minds of many the idea still lives
that boys and girls are not fit subjects for
church membersgl;lip for the reason that ““they
are too young to understand.” Thiz idea is
a wrong one. More and more it is being
realized that boys and girls may properly be-
come church membe 3 in full communion at
a very early age.

The duty of obedience to the commands of
Christ is taught the very youngest child.
He is taught, by precept and example, the
duty of prayer as soon as he is able to lis
the name of Jesus, and the duty of attend-
ance at church as soon as he is able to walk
to the house of God. He is taught to love,
to be kind, to be truthful, to be honest. The
duty of obedience to these commands is
urged because they are God’s will for all.

Why should boys and girls be reminded of
the imperious nature of these commands of
God and yet an exception be made of the
command of the master, which says : “This
do *in remembrance of me ?” t right
has any one, either minister, or elder, or
parent, or teacher, to say that this command
should not be obeyed by the young because
they “are not old eno to understand ?”
Christ did not thus qualify his words.

How many adults understand fully the
teaching of the sacramert of the Lord’s
Supper ? Why should they require of chil-
dren a knowledge they do not themselves
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wess? Besides, children understand a
E:'):ut deal more than they are given credit for.

Great wrong may be done to many a boy
and girl by failing to instruct them in the
duty of church membership, or by discour-
aging them from joi the church when they
express a desire so to do. It is & mistake to
defer teaching the young this du.y on the
ground that t :i do not underuta.nml,‘or that
a religious awakening can only e place
when they are well on in their teens. Many
a parent has had cause to regret in after years
his failure to enco e his children, when
young, to unite with the church. A mother
once upbraided a young pastor because he
did not seem to be ahl_e to influence her two
bovs for good. A Christian man, who knew
the attitude of that mother to the subject of
early conversion, comforted the troubled
minister by saymg: “Do_not worry over
what she says ; the fault is her own. She
did not do her duty to her boys when they
were young. She now realizes her mistake,
and wishes to put the responsibility upon you,
who are in nowise to blame.”

Shall a limit be placed to the age at which
a boy or girl should go to the Lord’s Supper ?
1f s0, what shall that limit be 7 At what age
shall instruction be given them in the nature
of the Lord’s Supper and the qualifications
for partaking of it ¥ The writer received
muny into the church from the ages of ten to
fourteen, but he recalls receiving at least two
as voung as nine. He has been able to keep
in close touch with these two. Both have
been sincere and devoted followers of Christ
throughout the years, and one of them, not
long out of his teens, is now superintendent
of & Sunday School, guiding other boys and
girls to Christ and teaching them the duty
of joining the church early in life.

In teaching boys and girls about church
membership, the following reasons may be
given why they should join the church :

The Spring Time Service
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First, emphasis should be laid upon the
command of Christ. He said : “This do in
remembrance of me.” He also said : “If
ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.”

Secondly, it should be pointed out that

joining the church will help the boys and
girls to love and serve Christ, and it will
make it easier for them always to be true to

Thirdly, it should be shown that this is
one of the ways of confessing Christ. Salva-
tion comes through confessing Christ. Jesus
said : “Whosoever . . shall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven.” Boys and girls should
be told, that their confession of Christ may
lead others to confess him too

Peterborough, Ont.
e * sy

Rev. W. D. Reid, minister of Stanley
Presbyterian Church, Westmount, Que.,
gives this striking testimony : “During the
last fiftren years I have admitted into the
commumion and full membership with the
church, 600 children from 9 to 16 years of
age ; 500 in Taylor Church, Montreal, and
100 in my present church. With one or two
exceptions, every one of these young com-
municants has stood firm. A larger per-
centage of them have held fast to their pro-
fession than amongst the adults whom I have
admitted to the church.” Mr. Reid con-
siders the Sunday Schools the strategic point
in the work of the church. He uses Decision
Cards twice a year. He himself gives an
address to"the scholars in connection with
the distribution of the Cards. The teachers
take the matter up in the class, bringing it
home to each scholar individually, the minis-
ter helping as he can, and having a final
interview w.ch these, as well as all other
applicants for church membership, before
tﬁeir names are submitted to the Session.

THE S.S. AND Y. P. S. BOARD

The space in this Department is at the disposal of the General Assembly's Board of Sabbath

Schools and Young Peo,
M .A., Confederation
policies and work of the

’s Societies, of which Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., and Rev. C. A. Myer,s
'g;ilding, oronlo, are the Secrelaries, and 18 devoled lo the plans,

received as to the value of this Service for the
purposes for which it was planned :

1. In organizing new Schools where_none
have yet been started.

2. In securing the early opening of Schools
looex

The Spring Time Service
A year ago, for the first time, a Spring Time
Service was prepared by the Board as an ex-
periment, mainly, but not exclusively, for the
use of rural Sunday Schools. During the

intervening year many testimonials have been  which have been ¢ during the winter
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months or for any res=on have lapsed.

3. Inincreasing the attendance and interest
at Schools which continue in operation
throughout the year.

It has, therefore, been unanimously decided
to provide a similar Spring Time Service for
1918, following in the main the same plan as
last year.

No particular day has been fixed on which
the Service will be used, so that each Sunday
School can select the day most suitable for its
own community.

No special offering is asked by the Board in
connection with this Service, but the following
suggestions are made :

(1) In new Schools it may be a good oppor-
tunity to secure the necessary funds for
carrying on the work of the Sunday School
itself during the summer months.

(2) Every Sunday School is expected to be
contributing regularly to the Budget for mis-
sion work of the church. Where thit is not
being done this would be a good opportunity
to begin, by taking up an offering for this
purpose.

(3) The Rally Service will be contiriued as
usual in the autumn, and all Schoois are ex-
})ected to contribute then to Rally Day Fund
or the support of the work of the Board of
Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Socie-
ties. This offering is a part of the Budget.
Any School which did not give a Rally Day
Offering last fall, might do so at the Spring
Time Service.

When possible, the School should decide in
advance what is to be done with the offering,
and this should be, announced before the
offering is taken up.

Sufficient copies of the Service for any
School will be sent free of charge on applica-
tion to the Secretary of the Board.

B * LY

Good Progress in Teacher Training

The new Teacher Training Course is making
splendid headway. A considerable number
of classes have begun this course, includin
several Community Training Institutes, an
classes of Normal School students. A num-
ber of classes have taken the examination on
Part 1., and some already on Part II. as well.

It is hoped that every class which has been
taking this work during the past months, will
continue until it h.s completed a thorough
review of the course studied, and taken the
written examination. This is the last bit of
work, which makes all that has gone before
doubly worth while.

The examinations are held regularly at the
end of each quarter, but special arrangements
can be made by any class finding it necessary

to have the examination at some other time,
on application to the Secretary of the Board.

The books for the second year’s work of the
New Standard Course will be ready in good
time for the Summer Schools in July and
A t, and for the Sunday Schools in the
early autumn. This second year’s work will
greatly strengthen this course in its Biblical
section as the names of the four books indi-
cate.

1. The Significance and Teaching Values
of the Old Testament.

2. The Teacher’s Study of the New Testa-
ment : Acts, Epistles and Revelation.

3. The Programme of the Christian Reli-
gion.

4. How to Train the Devotional Life.

It would be a worthy aim for any Teacher
Training Class to seek to complete the four
books of the first year's work before next
autumn, so as to be ready to take up the
second year’s work just as soon as it is ready.
Any class beginning this work at any time
should begin with the first year and take all
the subjects for that year, before going on to
the second year's work.

The total results of the Teacher Training
examinations for 1917 are as follows :

First StANDARD COURSE @
Total number of Certificates....... 545
Total number of Diplomas......... 102
ADVANCED STANDARD COURSE :
Total number of Certificates
Total number of Diplomas

r~— e~

A Father and Son Week

The National Advisory Committee for Co-

operation in Bog:cj Work has unanimously ap-
roved of the observance of a Father an({ Son
QVeek, from April 7-14, 1918,

This means that throughout Canada, in all
the Protestant churches, and with the hearty
support of the Young Men's Christian As-
sociations and the Provinecial Sunday School
Associations, all ministers, Sunday School
superintendents and other leaders in Boys'
Work will be asked, as all who are Preshy-
terian are hereby asked, to give special
thought and emphasis during this week, April
7-14, to strengtgening the ties that bind to-
gether fathers and sons.

No special programme has been prepared,
as it is not the intention to ask for any de-
parture from the usual services of the churches
during this week. It has, however, been felt
by many, that this is an opportune time to
give special attention to this important ques-
tion, and it is hoped by naming one definite
week there may be a stro incentive on the
part of all to respond to this suggestion. It
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should provide a very effective way by which

the attention of the entire nation may be
dirccted to the inestimable value of its boy
life, and the place that the home and the
father should have in calling forth all that is
noblest and best in the boys.

The fullnwing outline of suggestions has
been prepared by the Executive of the Na-
tional Committee with a view to unifying the
plans carried out during this week, so far as
that may be practicable :

“Make Sunday, April 7th, a Father and
Son Day in the churches when they should
attend church and sit together. Appropriate
services might be arranged, with talks on some
such topics as : Responsibility of Parenthood;
What the Church Owes the Boy ; A Boy's
Duty to the Chureh, ete.

“An evening se 'vice might be arranged in
charge of boys an1 men, with a male choir,
when men and boys woufd give brief talks on
‘What being a Christian means to me.” The
meeting might closs with an appeal by the
pastor for Christian decisions. A special
effort might be made to have boys join the
¢hurch on that day.

“A Father and Son Supper, served by the
mothers and daughters, should be arranged.
Just a simple war time meal would serve as a
‘get together’ of fathers and sons. Toasts

Results of Teacher Training Examinations
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to: Our Dads; Our Sons; Our Sons in
Khaki ; and others, might be given, followed
by an appropriate inspirational address. A
few musical selections might also be intro-
duced. |

“Some time during the week, fathers should
be induced to attend the midweek sessions of
the boys’ Sunday School class, or some other
gathering of boys.

“Every father should be urged to set aside,
if possible, Saturday afternoon, April 13th,
for a hike, or some other outing, with his boy.
Then, too, there should be a quiet hour to-
gether at home. Fathers should be asked to
think, especially for this week, concerning his
boy and his interests and the things he is
doing. The fathers’ interest might be stimu-
lated by reading some helpful beoks on boy life.

“When father and son are separated, a
letter written during this week should bring
them close together. Mother, too, can enter
into this week. Have the boys’ parents con-
sider together the kind of room a boy likes.”

We believe that the boy, his father, the
church and the nation will be the better be-
cause of the Father and Son Week of April
7th to 14th. We heartily endorse it, and
urge every minister and Sunday School super-
intendent to cooperate in making this a truly
national week.

RESULTS OF TEACHER TRAINING EXAMINATIONS

The follo have the

Certificates and

Training Examinations, and have recel

sucocessfully Teacher ved
mul‘nmﬂnomdln.l. C. Robertson, General S8ecretary for Sabbath S8chools
'eacher Training

and Young People’s SBocieties, Toronto, in the First Standard and Advanced Staudard T:

Courses, respectively :

JANUARY, 1918

I. First Stanparp Course

Alberton, P.E.I.—~Rev. E. Lockhart, Minister.
H. Platts.

Ottawa, Ont., Normal School—Rev. J. W. Aikens, Instructor.

8t. John's and Pittsbu
Bessio G. Gates, Emma G.

h, Ont.—Rev. A. B. Morrison, Minister,
acLean, Mrs. N. Henry MacLean.

The Old Testament : Ethel P. Yeo, Mrs. D. F. Hardy, Mrs,

The New Testament : 8 Certificates.
The Old Testament : Stella M. Vanhorn,

Hamilton, Ont.—Rev. 8. B. Neleon, Minister. The Old Testaraent : Marjorie Dunlop, Olive M. Johnson,

Asmes Miller. Diploma—~Marjorie Dunlop.

Stratford, Ont., Normal School—Rev. Finlay Matheson, Instructor,

Gorrie, Ont.—Rev. A. Laing, Minister,

84 Certificates.

The New Testament : Mabel Edgar, Mrs. W. A, Irwin, Mrs. W, R.

Hastie, J. William Gamble, Vera J. Gamble, Jean A. Edgar, Mabel Irwin.

Winnipeg, Man.—Rev. W, A, Maclean, Minister.
dred Hyde. Diploma—Mildred Hyde.
Carlyle, Sask.—Rev. R. H. Gilmour, Minister.

D. MacRae, Elisabeth Morrison, Clara Ewing, Nioa I.

[I. Aovaxcep Staxparp Courss

ke School : Florence E. Hicks, Marjorie Maxwell, Mil-
he Teacher : Bruce Forsyth, Richard Robinson, Isabella

orvison.

Brantford, Ont.—~Rev. D, L. Campbell, Minister. The Books of the Old Testament : Robert Stewart.

[II. New Teacaer Trainine Course

London, Ont., City Institute—Rev. W. J. Instructor.
Margaret E. Teid, Mabel Oradg. | The Toacher's Soudy of the

N.B.—Those interested in the work of
arranged with new textbooks.

The Pupil : Margaret H. Kelso, Marjorie Reid,

of the Life of Christ : Margaret H. Kelso, Mae Croxon,
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HOW THE WORK GOES ON ]

A British Columbia group of boys on their
return from a Boys’ Work Conference, took
the service in the church on Sunday evening,
giving an account of the Conference. It
proved to be of appealing interest.

In Formosa steps have been taken for the
efficient o! ization of Sunday School work
wherever there are Christian congregations,
and material for teachers is being prepareti
{or teachers in Chinese printed in Roman
etters.

A good suggestion for leaders in boys’ work
is to have a Canadian Standard Efficiency
Test “chart” set up in every Sunday Sehool
room. The very fact of the chart’s being
there in sight, will develop a desire to be
charted, and this will lead to a desire on the
g%rt of the boys to organize for boys’ work.

e plan should go of its own momentum.

It has been in Britain that 1918
shall be made the Children’s Year,—a year in
which the nation shall show its gratitude to
the heroic defenders of the liberty, honor and
happiness of the children of to-day, and of the
race that is yet to be, by doing everythin
possible to promote the physical, intellectual
and spiritual welfare of the young.

A religious census of London, Ontario,
taken five years ago, indicated 40 per cent. of
teen age boys as being reached by the Sunday
School. A 1917 survey indicates 71 per cent.
of the boys being so reached. This speaks
well for the Boys’ Work plans, and also for the
zealous leadership which the Forest City evi-
dently has in this work.

Rev. E. Lockhart writes as follows to Dr.
Robertson’s office, from Montrose, P.E.L :
““Are you preparing a springtime Rally Ser-
vice this year. I hope so. It was a great
sendoff to us last year. One School that had

an enrolment of 36 in 1916 (summer), in 1917
had 90. The 1916 revenue was $3.80 ; that
for 1917 was $52.00. The average attendance
for 1916 was 28, for 1917 it was 83.

—

The late Mr. Donald Fraser, of Fredericton,
N.B., before his death, expressed his desire
that a Sunday School room should be built for
St. Paul’s CKurch in that city. This desire

has been carried out by his family, and alfine
building for Sund‘:X School and kindred pur-
roees was dedicated on the 10th of February
ast.

The International Review of Missions, in
its missionary survey-of the year 1917, notes,
in the section on Japan : the reorganization
of the National Sunday School Association
whereby foreigners are associated with Japan-
ese ; the development of Sunday School work
shown in the preparation of graded lessons
and the holding of successful trait fug courses,

From across the water comes the record of
the work of a Bible Class teacher in England,
Sir George Macalpine, who for a little more
than forty years has taught a large Bible Class
every Sunday morning and another every
Sunday evening, and with an almost unbroken
record of attendance. The encroaching years
have made it necessary for Sir George to give
up his work, but he does so with a record of
noble achievement.

At the American Co in Cairo, Egypt,
Mr. Trowbridge, the World’s Sunday School
Secretary, met a gxg::f of fifteen women of the
higher ¢ who to teach in the
neighborhood Sunday Schools. Very eager
and alert they were. One of the fifteen, not
yet actually teaching but preg&ring to do so,
18 a Jewess still in her teens who has accepted
the Christian faith in spite of much opposition
in her own home,

A WORD FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

Moragrs’ Day

Mother | How much the name means to
us all, old and younf. The oldest man and
woman can look back on the time when they
played at their mother's knee, and how she
tenderly watched over them when sickness
overtook them, how their sorrows were her

sorrows, and their joys her joys. Such is a
mqlt_ll:er’s love. ¢ o a N
e setting apart of a speci y in t
church and Sunday School to honor mothers
is becoming universal. This year, the da
is Sunday, May 12th, when mothers mﬁ
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gather in the church and Sunday School to
have that respect aid them, which they so
richly deserve, and which is so much appre-
ciated by them.

The days we are passing through are full of
strain and stress for the mothers, whose boys
are giving their all on the battlefields of Bel-
gium and Flanders that all the eal:th may
enjoy freedom in its truest sense. I'remen-
dous are the sacrifices that our noble boys are
aking, and tales of their heroism will live
forever, but, in bestowing our praises, we must
not overlook the mother, who has so unselfish-
ly givengher boy or boys, that right may
[‘rmml\h over mlght.

Our Sunday School Periodicals
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Every Sunday School should avail itself of
the opportunity of paying a tribute to mothers
on Mothers’ Day, and an effort made to have
every mother present at the service.

An Orper oF SErvICE for Mothers’ Day
has been specially prepared for use in our
Canadian Sunday Schools (20c. per dozen ;
$1.50 per 100) and with Mothers’ Day Invi-
TATION Post CARrps, to invite the mothers to
the service ($1.00 per 100) and Waire CAr-
NATION CeLLuromp Burrons for souvenirs
($1.75 per 100) may be had from the Prespy-
TERIAN PuBrications, Church and Gerrard
Streets, Toronto.

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL PERIODICALS

ILLUSTRATED PAPERS

EAST AND WEST (Weekly). 750. per year. Two
or more to one address, wc.xr year, 150. per quar-
ter. (May begin with any date.)

THE KING'S OWN (Weekly). 40c. per year. Five
or moro to one address, 36¢. per year, Dc. per quar-
ter. (May begin with any month.)

JWELS. 300. per year. Five or more to one ad-
erm«, 250. per year, 7c. per quarter. (May begin
with any month.)

UNIFORM SERIES

TEACHERS MONTHLY. 70¢. per year, 18¢. per
quarter. 2 or more to one 640. per year,
16¢. per quarter.

PATHFINDER. (A moathly Bible Class and Y.PS.
Magasine), 50c. per year, 130. per quarter. 2 or
more to one address, 44c. per year, 11o. per quarter.

HOME STUDY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one
address, 20¢. per year, 5o0. per quarter,

INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one
address, 20, per year, 50. per quarter.

PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 5 or more «to one ad-
dress, 200. per year, 50. per quarter,

HOME STUDY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address,
Q0. per year, 2jc. per quarter,

INTERMEDIATE LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad-
dress, 9c. per year, 2jo. per quarter.

PRIMARY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9¢
per year, 2}o. per quarter,

COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLL, $3.25 each
per year, 820, each per quarter. (lneludu American
postage.)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS (Corre-

sponding to Roll), 14¢. each per year, 3jc. each per
quarter. (Includes American postage.)

DEPARTMENTAL GRADED SERIES
BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :
Beainners Teacasr's QUARTERLY.
15¢0. per quarter.
Bn;exrn::u P:cAwn RovL. u&m{m. 820.

60¢c. per year,

FOR THE SCHOLAR :

Brornwers Bisue Storims. 240. per year, 6o. pe.
quarter,

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :
Privary TeACHER'S QUARTERLY,
150. per quarter.
Privary Picrure Roun. $3.25 per year, 82¢. per
quarter (American postage included).
FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Privary Bisun Lmssons.
q

Privary Hawo Worxk (13 -M per quarter in
envelope.) 40c. per year, 10c. per quarter,

600. per year,

240. per year, 6o. pet

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :
Juntor Teacuamr's Quanrerny, 60c. per year, 15e.
per quarter.
FOR THE SCHOLAR :

Jumiorn Work anp Srupy Lussons.
10¢. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
InteruEpiaTe Tmacamr's Quarrsrur (for teachers
of 12, 13 and 14 year old scholars), 60c. per
year, 15¢. per quarter.
INTERMEDIATE SCHOLAR'S QUARTERLY SFor 12, 13 and
14 year old scholars), 50¢. per year, 12§c. per quarter.

400. per year,

CLOSELY GRADED LESSONS (Ages 15

and upward)

InterMEpiaTe TuacmmEr's Mawuvar (For ages 15
and 16.) 60c. a year, in four parts; 15¢. a
part. (Specify the age.)

lmllll:’hil'al Pg&:l.'l 'l‘lxrh?o‘ox. "
an ¥ & year, our parts ; o 8
part. (Specify the age.)

SeNiOR nwl:)': Muuuil.. l(li‘or ages llzcnd x
ward. . & year, in four parts ; 15¢. a o
(Spom)!y the age).

SeNtoR s-rvul;rr';m TmBoo:s. (For 17 and

ward. . & year ; 8 pages in four parts ;
1550, & part.  (Specify ihe age)

THE MISSIONARY LESSON ¥

For teachers of Uniform or Departmental Graded
Lessons, published quarterly, 10c. a year, 30. a quarter.

(For 15
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Lesson Calendar : Second Quarter

B R s i s s s a g B Jesus Sets Men Free. Mark 7 : 24-35.

DS TG TR Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty. Mark 8 : 27-38,
gy ARSI Jesus Transfigured. Mark 9 : 2-10.

W T R SR Jesus Rebukes Selfishness. Mark 9 : 33-42.

Wy B R R Jesus Sets New Standards of Living. Mark 10 : 17-27,
DR BW L o vsvs i s i Jesus Faces the Cross. Mark 10 : 32-45.

¥ M A0 i .. ..Jesus Exercising Kingly Authority. Mark 11 : 15-18, 27-33.
C 0 T4 ORISR Jesus Silences His Adversaries. Mark 12 : 28-34, 41-44.
EY T PR Jesus Warns and Comforts His Friends. Mark 14 : 1-9.
el G SRS g Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. Mark 14 : 17-26.

11. June 16..... PO gty Jesus on the Cross, Mark 15 : 22-39.
AR W O Jesus Triumphant Over Death. Mark 16 : 1-11.

IR TR ACEROR S Review—Jesus Christ our Redeemer and Lord.

AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Second Quarter

Opening Exercises
I. Sinacina. Hymn 508, Book of Praise.

God save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
God save the King :

Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King.
II. Prayer. All remain standing.

III. Responsive SENTENCES. Isaiah 55 :
14.

Superintendent. Ho, every one that
tuirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no ‘money ; come ye, buy, and eat ;
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price.

School. Wherefore do ye spend money for
that which is not bread ? and your labor for
that which satisfieth not ? hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Superintendent. Incline your ear, and
come unto me : hear, and your soul shall live ;
and I will make an everlasting covenant with
you, even the sure mercies of David.

School. Behold, I have given him for a
witness to the people, a leader and commander
to the people.

IV. SiNaing. Hymn 534, Book of Praise.
V. Tue Lorp’s PraYEr. Repeat together.

VI. SingiNg. Psalm or Hymn Selected.
(This selection may usually be the “Lesson

Hymn” in the PRIMARY QUARTERLY. See
each lesson.)

VII. Reap ResponsivELY. See Srecial
Scrrierune  ReapiNng in the Treacuesrs
MonNTHLY, ir connection with each lesson,

VIIIL. SincinGg. See Memory Hymns in
the Teacuers MoNTHLY in connection with
each lesson (given also in the Departmental
INTERMEDIATE, JUNIOR and PriMARY Scuo-

LAR'S QUARTERLIES).
L]
IX. ReapinGg oF Lesson Passace.

X. SinainGg. Psalm or Hymn selected.

Class Work

[Let this be entirely undisturbed Secretary's or
.brarian’s distribution or otherwise.)

I. RowL Caww, by teacher, or Class Secre-
tary.

II. OrreERING ; which may be taken in a
Class Envelope, or Class and Report Envé-
lope. The Class Treasurer may collect and
count the money.

III. RecrratioN. 1. Seripture Memory
Passages. 2. Catechism. 3. The Question
on Missions. 4. Memory Hymn.

IV. Lesson Study.

Closing Exercises
1. SineiNa. Hymn 67, Book of Praise.
Look, ye saints | the sight is glorious !
See the Man of Sorrows now ;
From the fight returned victorious,
Every knee to Him shall bow :




1918 Jesus Sets
Crown Him ! crown Him !
Crowns become the Victor’s brow.

[I. REvIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the
following items ; Rbcitatif)n in_concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Memory Hymn (see also Depart-
mental INTERMEDIATE, JUNIOR and PRiMARY
ScroLar’s QuarTERLIES), Lesson Title, Gold-
en Text and Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do
not overload the Review : it should be
pointed, brief and bright.)
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III. Resronsive SenTEnces. Hebrews
4: 14, 15. '

Superintendent. Seeing then that we have
a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast
our profession.

School. For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin.

IV. Sivaina.  Hymn 255, Book of Praise.

V. BexEbpicTION.

s JESUS SETS

MEN FREE April 7, 1918

Mark 7 :24-35. Study Mark 7 :1-37. *Seripture Memory Verses.
GOLDEN TEXT-If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.—John 8: 36 (Rev. Ver.).

b ' thence he arose, and went !into the
b ';:1,,,\,“(1,{“1(2;:'0 and ?8i‘don, and entered into *an
hgusc. and would have no man know it : ¢ but he could
pot be hid. RS

5 8 certain woman, wi yo
h,ﬁ,.nlﬂ:;ctl‘ean spirit, 7 heard of him, % an
fell * at his feet : Sl s Lo Eopy

y an was & Greek, a !! Syrophenic’ian
byzﬁ;:',.)rnh? ::;%m-ho besought him that he would cast
B s G e Tk L e it first

2 Je'sus un er, @ ¢ en
belﬁln:ll?uftur ?t. is not meet to take the children’s bread,
and ¥ to cast it 4 unto the dogs.

28 18 And she answered and * said unto him, 17 Yes,
Lord : 4 yet the dogs under the table eat of the chi'-
dren’s crumbs.

daughter
came and

Revired Version—!away ; *Sidon. And ne entered ; *

i Th heard ; Omit and ; *down ;
d‘“‘.m::)'mu ?X';"i'« to ; 1% But she ; ¥ saith ; 17 Yea ;

19 Now the rophcenician by race.
S even the ; "she

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way ;
the devil is gone out of thy daughter.

30 And '* when she was come to her house, she found
the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed,

31 And % , departing from the coasts of Tyre
and Si‘don, he came unto the sea of Gal'ilee, through
the midst of the * coasts of Decap’olis.

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and
had an impediment in his spes ch ; and they beseech
him to ** put his hand upon them.

33 Amf he took him aside from the multitude®, and

ut his fingsrs into his ears, and he ¥ spit, and touched

tongue ;

34 And looking up to heaven, he si~'.ed, and saith
unto him, Eph’phatha, that is, Be opened.

35 And * straightway his ears were opened, and the
 string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.
he ; ¥ But straightway a woman ; ¢ little
And she ; ¥ And he
went away unto her house, and found

bild laic the bed, and the devil gone out ; * again he went out from the borders of Tyre, and came through
E?j;:l:,:tr_l ‘lllpggnie:-l i ®lay ; ® privately ; ™ spat ; ¥ Omit straightway ;  bond.

LESSON PLAN
I. Seeking Rest, 24.
II. Finding Faith, 25-30.
III. Doing » 31-35.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
—Bound by traditions, Mark 7 : 1-13. T.—Jesus
my .m:;ol?:)«' "Mark 7 : 34-30, W.—Set free from
infirmities, Mark 7 :81-37. Th.—Christian liberty,
Gal. 5:1-13. F.—Exhortation to freedom, 1 Thess.
5:14-24. S.—Free from sin, Rom. 6:14-23. 8, —
+ True freodors, John 8 : 30-39. 81, Which o the Pifth
l Fifth 'Commmdmant is,

ment 7 A. The
fmﬂﬁu”fmy father and thy mother, that g;y:i mn{
honour our father and

be long upon the land which the Lord thy
thee.” Ques.82. W it to
mother ! A. To honour our father and mother is to

"

love and obey them. i
Shorter Catechism—Ques. 12. What special act of
o rds man n the estate

provdence did God ezercise

wherein he was created? A. When God had created
man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon
condition of perfect obedience ; forbidding him to eat
o; the :lr‘ee of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain
of death.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praiss : Memory Hymn—
Primary, 26 ; Junior, 46, 264, 143, 560, 404, 2k

Special Scripture Reading— Luke 4 : 16-27, (To
be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)
It is expected that each scholar will have his or her
Bible, and so be prepared to take part in this reading,
gct:::gl may form part of the opening exercises of the

Lantern Slides—For Lesson,
hoenician Woman Asks

or Question on Missions, K.
(These Slides are obtained from
tern Slide Department, 96 Qus
Schools desiring Slid

iate to the various grades in 00l
mniﬁuz::obodmlormndhumdwouol

Diploma in Colors when all the Parts have bo:n completed, wi
y for

J. C. Robertson, D.D., our G

Schools
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THE LESSON EXPLAINED
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.

Time and Place—Summer A.D. 29 ; Re-
gion of Tyre and Sidon and Decapolis

Connecting Links—After the miruculous
feeding of the 5,000 (see lesson for March 24,
ch. 6 : 32-44), the multitudes were eager to
make Jesus king. To prevent this, Jesus
having sent the disciples back by boat to
Capernaum, dismissed the people, and went
into & mountain to spend the night in soli-
tude. Early in the morning, he walked upon
the sea to rejoin the disciples, who had been
driven from their course by the wind and
were unable to make the land. Having
rescued Peter, who attempted to walk to him
upon the water, they both entered the boat,
and immediately came to the shore in the
land of Gennesaret. Here the people, as soon
as they knew of Jesus' arrival, brought to
him their sick, who vwere healed if they even
touched the hem of his garment. The mul-
titudes whom he had fed on the eastern shore,
now returning, sought him at Capernaum,
whither he went. They asked how he had
come over the sea, and in reply he uttered his
discourse on the bread of life. Many of his
discipics were so offended at his words that
they forsook him. The Twelve continued
with him, but he declared that one o m
was a devil. (See Matt. 14 :22-36 ; k
6 : 45-56 ; John 6 : 16-71.)

While Jesus was still in Capernaum, some

of the scribes and Pharisees, who had come -

from Jerusalem, found fault with his disciples
for eating with unwashen hands. This led
to a discussion of Pharisaic traditions and a
sharp rebuke of their hypocrisy. After this
Jesus left Capernaum to go into the region of
Tyre and Sidon, in order to find privacy for
the instructing of the disciples. (See Matt.
15:1-20 ; Mark 7 :1-23 ; John 7 :1.)

I. Seeking Rest, 24.

V. 24. From thence; from Capernaim.
Went ; for seclusion and rest and to find an
opportunity for further instructing the
Twelve. This was not primarily a missionary
journey. Borders of Tyre and Sidon ; the
western part of Phenicia, on the Mediter-
ranean, noted for its antiquity, wealth and
civilization. (See Geography Lesson.) Info
an house ; the house of a heathen stranger.

No man know it. He wishes to be private. 114,
Even here he could not escape notice. i«
fame had spread even into this Gentile country
I1. Finding Faith, 25-30. :

V.25. For a certain woman ; Rev. Ver,
“but straightway (not that she heard of
Jesus’ arrival as soon as it happened, but that
when she had heard of it, she lost no time iy
coming to him) a woman."” ;

V. 26. Greek ; that is, a Gentile. Sy,
phenician ; belonging to the Phenicians of
the Roman provinee of Syria, as distinet from
the Phenicians of Carthage in Africa. The wo-
manwas a Gentile in religion, a Greek or Syrian
in speech and a Phenician in race. A& three-
fold barrier thus intervened oetween herself
and Jesus. Matthew .(see Matt. 15:22
Rev. Ver.) says “a Canaanitish woman,” one
of the doomed original race of Palestine that
had been dispossessed by Isgael.

V. 27. The children first; first Jews, then
Gentiles. The word “first,” implying that
the Gentiles’ turn vould come later, con-
tained a gleam of hope, which encouraged
the woman to persist. This was also the
principle of Paul’s missionary activity, Rom.
1:16. Meet; right, seemly. Dogs. Dogs
amongst the Jews were treated with much
contempt and used as a symbol of pagan un-
cleanness. In mod 'n Eastern cities they
are still half wild, burrow in dust heaps, feed
on offal and are a striking picture of filthy
degradation. Among some Gentiles they
occupied much the same position as .‘ulmn;l
us to-day. Gentlemen in ancient Egypt had
large greyhounds that lay under their chairs
and accompanied them everywhere. Jesus
uses the word with all the Jewish opprobrium,
but the woman speaks from the standpoint
of customs which made young dogs house-
hold pets. Jesus uses here, however, r-t the
term for outcast street dogs, but for the little
house-dogs that are under the family table,
There is hope for the woman, for these ddgs
get their portion, though not the children’s.

V. 28. Answered. She likely detected Jesus’
tone of banter. Yea, Lord (Rev. Ver.) ; in-
troducing very clever repartee. Dogs..
crumbs. Dogs enjoy the morsels dropped by
the children to their pets. The dogs are part
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of the family, loved by the .children - thfsre
could. therefore, be no sharp line of aepa.ra.uon
between Jews and Gentiles. “There is a
s in the household, and there is a
o Gentiles in God’s world.” Jesus
to be brought out, and had really
prepared the way for the woman’s stagemeqt.

#v. 20, 30. For this saying ; of quick wit,
:—lw I revealed her faith. Devil ; demon
we v.25). Laid ; lying quietly.

. Doin Good, 31-35.

m\' 31. I‘Eum the coasts (Rev. Ver., “bor-
ders,” that is “region”) of Tyre and Sidon
(Rev. Ver., “through Sidon”). The heal-
ing of the Syrophenician’s daughter took
place in the neighborhood of Tyre ..Iesus
then went north along the coast line to Sld'on.
Then he went east to the Decapolis region,
likely by way of Damascus, and making a
detour through this district, came to the
eastern side of the Sea of Galilee. It was
during this circuit the following incident
occurred.  Decapolis ; originally a league of
ten cities, as the name indicates, Greek in
population and constitution. .The 'region of
Decapolis was the territory in which these
cities lay, that is, excluding Damascus, which
was one of the ten, the country southeast of
the Sea of Gralilee.

V.32, They bring unto him. Contrast this
with his previous reception in Decapolis,
ch.5:17. Impediment in his speech ; prac-
tically dumb, as well as deaf. Hand upon
him : in order to heal him.

V. 33. Took him aside ; to avoid publicity.
He did not wish to be drawn into another
extensive ministry of healing. This was a
period of retirement. Put ; literally, thrust.
Fingers . . ears ; & finger of the right hand
into one ear, and of the left into the other.
He thus fixed the man’s attention on what he
Spit ; an old form of

place for de
|,|;|1-<' for th
meant this

was about to do.
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“spat.” On what? Either the tongue of
the dumb man (compare ch. 8 :23), or his
own finger with which he touched the tongue.
Spittle was thought to have medicinal virtue,
and Jesus uses it to help the man’s faith.

V.34. Looking up; in prayer. Sighed ;
“groaned” in sympathy. The healing min-
istry was exhausting, involving severe mental
strain. Ephphatha ; the Aramaic word for
“Be opened.” Addressed to the ears, the
primary seat of the trouble.

Light from the East
By Rev. Professor R. Davidson, D.D., Toronto

LiserTy—Some years ago Miss Bell was
traveling in Mesopotamia, escorted by a
Turkish soldier, Abdallah, and an Arab guide,
Murawwah. It was just after the Turkish
revolution, and she asked the Arab if he had
ever heard of liberty. “Certainly,” he an-
swered, “but we know not what it means.”
“It means to obey a just law,” she explained.
But Murawwah knew nothing of justice or
obedience. The Turk took up the word to
tease the Arab. “Oh Murawwah,” said he,
“when there is liberty in this land, there will
be no raiding. And the Arabs will serve as
soldiers.” “No, they will not,” returned
Murawwah firmly. Abdallah laughed. “Slow-
ly, slowly,” he said, “the government will lay
hands on the desert, and the Arabs will be
brought in, for they are all thieves.” Muraw-
wah, she goes on to relate, drew himself up on
his hungry mare : “Thieves,” he eried,
‘“‘thieves are dogs. How can you compare
the Arabs with them ? We will not bow our
heads to any government. To the Arabs
belongs command.” And he slashed the air
defiantly with his tamarisk switch as he pro-
claimed the liberties of the wilderness, the
right of the feud, the right of raid, the right of
revenge—the only liberty the desert knows.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Tyre was situated on the coast of Phenicia,
about halfway between Carmel and Beyrout.
The city occupied the narrow steip of land
between the sea and a background of moun-
tains. This strip was almost inaccessible
owing to massive, rocky promontc ies, the
most famous of these being “the Ladder of
Tyre,” which barred the approach of in-

vaders. Old Tyre, on the mainland, was
strongly fortified, its walls being 15 miles in
circumference. King Hiram, the contem-
porary of David, built new Tyre by uniting
the scattered islands, half a mile out to sea,
till they enclosed an area 214 miles in circum-
ference, with two magnificent harbors. The
city rose in tiers of houses, gardens, orchards
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and vineyards. Its wealth was
furnished largely by the trade
in purple dye, extracted from a
shell fish known as the murex.
The gradual failure of these shell
fish on their own shores led the
Tyrians to become great explor-
ers. Tyre has “now sunk to a
miserable stagnant village, where
the waves mournfully crash amid
the ruins of her former magni-
ficence.”

the mountain to the shdre. “T}e
site was chosen doubtless becayse
of the excellent harbor formed by
a series of small isleis, a short
distance from the shore, which
protected shipping lying by the
city. Sidon became = great city
before Tyre. Her “early pn,:-
eminence was due no doubt to
her success in commercial enter.
prise, the skill and intrepidity
of her mariners and merclmnt;,

.
Dameascus
E.

Syr‘a

Sidon was situated almost mid-
way between Tyre and Beyrout, on a small
promontory jutting out into the sea from the
edge of a fertile strip of plain stretching from

and the progress of her sons i
arts and manufactures.” The dye, which
later became known as “Tyrian purple,” was
really first used by the Sidonians,

THE LESSON APPLIED
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A., Galt, Ont.

1. In some moods it seems to us as if the
evil things of life were obtruding themselves
everywhere, as if we simply could not get
away from them. It is well to remember
that the good has a way of obtruding itself
too, so that it cries aloud to those who have
ears to hear. And so Jesus one day went
into foreign parts in order to get some time
of respite from the insistence of the crowd ;
he sought out a quiet house, and planned to
make a sort of sanctuary of it. And he could
not be hid. Genuine character must reveal
itse. The writer was calling on a doctor in
Montreal who had svont his early days in
Scotland. In his cc sulting room there was
a photograph of the late Professor Henry
Drummond. “If I have any good in me at
all,” said the doctor, “I owe it to that man.”
Many another could have borne a like testi-
mony. And because Jesus possessed in sur-
passing measure that strange thing we call
personality, he could not be hid. Nor can
he be hid to-day. Wherever he has entered
into a human soul, as we all should long to
have him enter into ours, there he reveals
himself in all his mysterious power.

2. Faith and hope are beautiful things,
but, if they are to be made useful to us, we
must learn to translate them into action. It
would be strange if this woman in our lesson
did not feel some degree of hesitation in com-
ing to Jesus with her request. She was a

woman, and it was the custom, in the days of
Jesus, for women to keep themselves in the
background. She was a foreigner to Jesus
and the antipathy of the Jews to furoignen;
was well known. But her daughter, her little
daughter, was in danger and her need deter-
mined this heathen woman to put her faith
and hope to the test. The fatal defect of
hesitation may easily rob us of some of the
finest things in life. Hamlet is one of the
most attractive persons in Shakespeare's
wonderful gallery, but Hamlet failed because
he hesitated to translate thought into action.
If our thoughts of Jesus are worth anything,
they demand to be translated into terms of life,

3. If our faith be of the right kind, ob-
stacles will but help in its development. The
discouraging words of Jesus only served to
bring out into & bolder relief the remarkable
faith of this woman. So we see little enough
of the power of water in the raindrops or in
some little, quiet stream ; but when the
waters meet with some obstacle such as great
rocks or masses of ice, then we see them rise
into terrible power. So steam, floating
through the air, may seem a powerless enough
thing, but let it be confined in some engine,
and its power will develop so as to turn the
mighty wheels of industry.

4. It is a great thing to have friends. Itis
still a greater thing to have efficient friends,
who can be relied upon to help us at the right
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moment. It is best of all to have friends
whose hope for us, and whose perseverance
on our behalf actually outlasts our own ; who,
when we sre in despair and ready to give up
altogether, clap us on the back, and say,
«“(ourage, the end is not yet !”. The (.:leuf
man of our lesson had quite conoelva-bly gwen
up all hope of his own cure, but his friends
kept on hoping for hup. Apd at last the op-
portunity came to bring him to Jesl.m. Are
we being friends to some person who is on the
verge of despair, to some person who can do
nothing to assist us in any worldly way, but
whom we must assist ? Do we think of such
people as opportunities presented to us for
service 7 “So long as we love, we serve. .
and no man is useless while he has a friend.”

Men Free
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5. Two interesting things are told us about
Jesus as he cured the deaf man. One is that
he sighed, and the other that he looked up to
heaven. It is not at all improbablé that his
sigh resulted from his thought. of the heavy
load of human suffering. But Christ’s sigh
was combined with his heavenward look. We
should do well to learn that heavenward look
from the master. We fix all our attention
upon earth’s misery, and we become pessim-
ists. What we need is the upward look. It
is when we remember that God rules, tuat he
knows better than we do the enormity of
earth’s suffering, and yet gives grace for every
task,—it is only then that we can do earth’s
tasks and bear earth’s sufferings without being
overwhelmed by them.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A., Galt, Ont.

Say something, in opening, about the pas-
s:lgt"whi('h intervenes between this lesson
and the last, dealing with Jesus’ discourse on
eating with unwashen hands, in which he
dwells upon the hypoerisy which underlay
much of the tradition of the scribes. Remind
the class that we are now entering upon the
third and last period of Jesus' Galilean min-
istrv, which ends with his final departure for
Jerusalem. The lesson will naturally fall
into two sections :

1. Jesus frees a stricken child, vs. 24-30.
Jesus’ sermon on the bread of life which fol-
lowed his feeding of the five thousand re-
sulted, according to John, in many of his dis-
ciples turning their backs upon him. Does
the class see any connection between that fact
and the retirement of Jesus into the country
near Tyre and Sidon? One of the earliest
opponents of Christianity accused Jesus of
cowardice in thus leaving Galilee. Is there
anything in such an accusation ? Draw at-
tention to the fact, that while Jesus sought
seclusion, he could net find it. Is there any
sense in which it is true that Jesus cannot be
hid to-day ?

Why is it that Mark lays special emphasis
upon the nationality of the woman who comes
to ask for help? Seek to secure from the
class an explanation of the seemingly harsh
words of Jesus to the woman. Did they con-
vey contempt for the Gentiles ? Point out

that the woman, at any rate, did no*, feel that
Jesus wag completely refusing his help. It
may be tha* she saw something in the face of
Jesus to encourage her. It may be that she
fixed on the words : “Let the children first
be filled,” with their suggestion that there
were others to come after the children. Point
out thé nature of her answer. What was
it about her answer which led Jesus to use
such words as he does in v. 29? In how far
is persistence in our prayers an element of
real faith ?

2. Jesus frees a deaf man, vs. 31-35. Sug-
gest to the class that this deaf man’s imper-
fect speech was probably a result of his deaf-
ness. Draw attention to the example of ser-
vice which we have in the friends who brought
the deaf man to Christ. They could not re-
store his faculties, but they did the next best
thing. Say something about the respon-
sibility and privilege of introducing those in
moral and spiritual bondage to Jesus Christ,
as their great hope for freedom. Why did
Jesus use the peculiar means described by
Mark in curing the deaf man? Does our
faith still need the assistance of outward
signs ? Find out if the class sees any signi-
ficance in the sigh of Jesus, and any signi-
ficance in his upward look. Point out that
it will be a good thing for us if we can learn
to connect our sighs with the heavenward
look.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
By Rev. A. Wylie Mahon, B.D., Toronto

Remind the class that the public ministry
of Jesus was so intensely earnest and self-
sacrificing, that it was necessary for him at

times to seek rest in some quiet retreat, but’

that it was hard for him to find a place so
remote and secluded that suffering humanity
could not find him, and break in upon his
rest, and call forth the exercise of divine love
and power. We have an illustration of this
in the lesson. o

1. The Syrophenician Woman, vs. 25-30.
Question the class about this woman, who she
was, and what brought her to Jesus. Note
that demon-possessed as this child was, she
was not beyond the reach of a mother’s love.
Mother-love can reach down to hell as well
as up to heaven. Refer to the tears and
prayers of Monica for her degraded prodigal
son, Augustine. With a heart yearning,
bleeding, for her wild, wayward son, she con-
tinued her earnest appeals to God for help.
A popular writer of to-day tells a touching
story of a Scotch mother’s dying prayer for
her lost son. Her prayer was : “O God, thou
knowest that I consecrated Jamie when he
was an infant in my arms. Thou knowest
that I have prayed for him with the prayer
of faith every day ever since he was born.
He is thy child : thou must go after him and
find him and bring him back, for thou hast
promised, and thou art faithful to thy prom-

ises.” What discouragement at first did ihis
Syrophenician woman meet with in her appeq]
to Jesus? Why was this ? In the end Jess
responded lovingly to her appeal.

2. The Deaf and Dumb Man, vs. 31-35.
Question the class about the cure of this map,
Why did Jesus take him aside from the multj.
tude ? What means did Jesus use in curing
him ? Note that in the case of this deaf may,
actions, intended to awaken hope, took the
place of words. Why did Jesus sigil over
working this miracle? Was he thinking
about how the gift he was conferring mi h
be abused ? Good hearing means hearing
what we ought to hear, and good speech meang
saying what we ought tosay. Thereis a fear-
ful possibility of abusing these gifts. Better
a thousand times to be deaf and dumb than
to cultivate a sense of hearing and saying what
is displeasing to God.

From the Home Study Quarierly and
Leaflet
For Discussion
1. Does blessing from Jesus depend upon
human faith ?
2. Are we responsible for the salvation of
others ?

Prove from Scripture
That sin is bondage.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
By Rev. John Mutch, B.D.

Get the scholars to find Tyre and Sidon on
the map, v. 24. These cities were in a region
whose people were not Jews but descendants
of the original inhabitants of Canaan, and the
district was called Phenicia. Refer to Jewish
contempt for all other races, of whom they
spoke as Gentiles, or even “dogs.” Refer o
ways in which there is danger of our showing
the same spirit towards Jews or other foreign-
ers amongst us.

Question as to who came to Jesus and what
she wanted, vs. 25, 26. Tell of Augustine’s
mother Monica, who prayed that God would
make him a Christian, while he was living an
evil life. By and by Augustine decided for
Jesus and became one of the church’s great

leaders. Refer to what love mothers have
for their children and how they want them to
have the best. Develop the thought that
our mother’s faith in God is something we
should all respect and learn to love.

Ask why we know Jesus did not think the
same about the Phenicians as the Jews did,
even though he speaks of them as “dogs”
(v. 27),—the woman was not discouraged, so
that Jesus must have won her trust; the
word he uses for “dogs” means little house-
dogs, family pets, for which every house-
holder would care. Thus the woman caught
his meaning that even the Gentiles had a
right to turn to God, and the disciples got a
lesson in foreign missions.
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‘“The'bravest battle that ever was fought,
Shall I tell you where and when ?
On the maps of the world you will find it not :
"Twas fought by the mothers ot men."”

all in Concert :
Honor thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

&ing—Hymn 515, Book of Praise,

Birds are singing, woods are riqging, Waters dancing, sunbeams glancing,
With Thy praises, blessed King ; ~ Sing Thy glory cheerily ;

Lake and mountain, field and fountain, Blossoms breaking, nature wakin:;,
To Thy throne their tributes bring. Chant Thy praises merrily.

We, Thy children, join the chorus, Angels o’er us join the chorus
Merrily, cheerily, gladly praise Thee ;  Which on earth we sing (o Thee;

(ilad hosannas, glad hosannas, Heaven is ringing, earth 1s singing,
Joyfully we lift to Thee. Praises to Thee joyfully. Amen.

Leader—WaY WE OBserRvE Moraers' Day : Read or given as an address.

In every home in our fair Dominion from which a son has gone forth to
fight in the cause of Freedom and Right is to be found one of the greatest
heroines of the War—a Mother. Many of the greatest battles have been
fought and are being fought out to-day in humble homes in far away cor-
ners of the world by mothers who have given their best loved—sometimes
their all—to the cause.

It is to show the brave mothers whose lives, not only in this time of war
but in more peaceful days, have been one long chain of sacrifice, of tender
thought, of prayerful care for their dear ones, that we realize what they have
done and are doing for us, and to remember the brave, loving, self-denying
mothers who are no longer with us on earth, that we are met to-day. In all
parts of the continent Mothers’ Day is being so kept; and it is a privilege to
be able to meet thus and honor these great heroines.

The second Sunday in May is really just a starting point each year for
three hundred and sixty-four “Mothers’ Days” to follow.

Responsive Reading : LEADER AND ScHOOL

Leader—When the child (of the Shunammite woman who had been so kind
to Elisha, the “man of God”) was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out
to his father to the reapers.

School or Congregation—And he said unto his father, My head, my
head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother.

Copies of this MOTHERS' DAY SERVICE, printed on fine , 30¢. doz., $1.50 100,
P! 3 P;gl’ per per post-

paid, Presbyterian Publications, Church and 8ts., Toro
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Leader—And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat
on her knees till noon, and then died.

School or Congregation—And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the
man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out.

Leader—Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go for-
ward ; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.

. Sclhool or Congregation—So she went and came unto the man of God to Mount
armel.

Leader—And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he
said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : Run now, I
pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee ? Is it well with thy
husband ? Isit well with the child ? And she answered, It is well.

School or Congregation—And when she came to the man of God to the hill
she caught him by the feet ; but Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the
man of God said, Let her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the Lord
hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.

Leader—And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was
dead, and laid upon his bed.

School or Congregation—He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them
twain, and prayed unto the Lord.

Leader—And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon
his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and he
stretched himself upon the child ; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.

School or Congregation—Then he returned, and walked in the house to and
fro ; and went up, and stretched himself upor: him : and the child sneezed seven
times, and the child opened his eyes.

Leader—And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called
her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.

School or Congregation—Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out. 2 Kings 4 : 18-21,
24-27, 32-37.

Sing—Hymn 5¢1, Book of Praise

When mother: of Salem their children “For I will receive them and fold them
brought to Jesus, ¢ to My bosom :

The stern disciples drove them back, I'll be a shepherd to these lambs, O
and bade them depart ; drive them not away ;

But Jesus saw them ere they fled, For, if their hearts to Me they give,
and sweetly smiled and kindly they shall with Me in glory
said, live : '

“Suffer little children to come unto Suffer little children to come unto
Me. Me.” Amen

The Lord's Praper—In concert.

Hymn bp the Little Children—535, Book of Praise.
The wise may hring their learning, And these shall be the treasures
The rich may bring their wealth ; We offer to the king,
And some may bring their greatness, And these are gifts that even
And some bring strength and health : The poorest child may bring,
We, too, would bring our treasures
To offer to the King ; We'H bring the little duties
We have no wealth or learning ; We have to do each day ;
What shall we children bring ? We'll try our best to please Him,
At home, at school, at play :
We'll bring Him hearts that love Him, And better are these treasures
We'll bring Him thankful praise, To offer to our King
And young souls meekly striving Than richest gifts without them,
To walk in holy ways : Yet these a child may bring.
en.
(Or, as may be arranged, a Solo by older person)
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An Order of Service for Mothers’ Day 225

I

Recitation by a Sirl :

Nobody knows the work it takes
To keep the home together ;

Nobody knows of the steps it takes,
Nobody knows—but Mother.

Nobody listens to childish woes,
Which only kisses smother ;

Nobody’s pained by naughty blows,
Nobody, only Mother.

Nobody knows of the sleepless care
Bestowed on baby brother,

Nobody knows of the tender prayer,
Nobody—only Mother.

Leader and SHbole Assembly in nison.

mother.

mother.

Sing—Hymn 245, Book of Praise.

True-hearted, whole-hearted, faithful
and loyal,

King of our lives, by Thy grace we
will be !

Under Thy standard exalted  and
royal,

Strong in Thy strength, we will

battle for Thee.

Peal out the walchword, and silence il

wever,
Song of our spirils rejoicing and
Jree,—
“True-hearted, whole-hearted, now and
forever,
King of our lives, by Thy grace we
will be 1
True-hearted, whole-hearted ; fullest
allegiance
Yielding henceforth to our plorious
King ;

Offering.
Praper.

Recitation by a Bop or @lber Man.

Tue LirrLe WoMmaN

The little woman, to her I bow
And doff my hat as I pass her by ;

Nosopy Knows

" The storm of

Honor thy father and mother ; which is the first commandment with promise.
A wise son maketh a glad father : but a foolish son is the heaviness of his

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you.
My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy

Avvress—OUR MOTHERS—'* WHAT THEY WERE LIKE ; WHAT THEY
DID FOR US; WHAT WE OWE THEM.’

Nobody knows of the lessons taught
Of loving one another ;

Nobody knows of the patience sought,
Nobody—only Mother.

Nobody knows of the anxious fears.
Lest darlings may not weather
‘ﬁife in after years,
Nobody knaws—but Mother.

Nobody kneels at the throne above
To thank the Heavenly Father

For the sweetest gift—Mother’s love ;
Nobody can but Mother.

Valiant endeavor and loving obed
-ience

Freely and joyously now would we
bring.

True-hearted ! Saviour, Thou know-
est our story ;

Weak are the hearts that we lay at
Thy feet,

Sinful and treacherous ; yet, for Thy

glony,
Heal them, and cleanse them from
sin and deceit.

Whole-hearted ! Saviour, beloved and

glorious,
Take Thy great power and reign
Thou alone,
Over our wills and affections victor-
ious,
Freely surrendered and wholly
Thine own. Amen.
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I reverence the furrows that mark her brow
And the sparkling love-light in her eye.
The little woman who stays at home
And makes no bid for the world’s applause ;
Who never sighs for a chance to roam,
But toils aﬁ day in a grander cause.

The little woman, who seems so weak,
Yet bears her burdens day by day ;
And no one has ever heard -her speak
In a bitter or loud complaining way.
She sings a snatch of a merry song,
As she toils in her home from morn to night.
Her work is hard and the hours are long
But the little woman'’s heact is light.

A slave to love is that woman small,
And her burdens heavier yearly grow ;
But somehow she seems to bear them all
As the deep’ning lines in her white cheeks show.
Her children all have a mother’s care,
Her home the touch of a good wife knows ;
No burden’s too hieavy for her to bear,
But, patiently doing her best, she goes.

The little woman—may God be kind
To her wherever she dwells to-day—
The little woman who seems to fin *
Her joy in toiling along life’s way.
May God bring peace to her work-worn breast,
And joy to her mother-heart at last ;
May love be hers when it’s time to rest
And the roughest part of the road is passed.

The little woman—how oft it seems
God chooses her for the mother’s part,
And many a grown-up sits and dreams
To-day of her with an aching heart.
For he knows well how she toiled for him,—
And he sees it now that it is too late ;
And often his eyes with tears grow dim
For the little woman whose strength was great.

QA Closing Word from Leader, ExpinGg wiTH THIS CHALLENGE :

“If you've a gray-haired mother “If you've a tender message
n the old home far away, Or a loving word to say,
Sit down and write the letter . Don’t wait till you forget it,
You've put off day by day ; But whisper 1t to-day,
Don’t wait until her tired steps Who knows what bitter memories
Reach heaven’s pearly gate, May haunt you if you wait ?
But show her that you think of her So make your loved one happy
Before it is too late. Before it is too late.”

$Sing—Hymn 218, Book of Prnis.e

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love ;
The fel]owahi&of kindred minds
Is like to that above. Amen.

Benediction.
Al : “ Sod sabe the King "’ and ** Sod sabe our Splendid Men "’




1918 Jesus Sets

Trace on the map Jesus’ course from Sidon
to the southeast, down the eastern side’of the
Lake of Galilee into the district known as
“the ten towns,” for that is what is meant by
Decapolis, v. 31. This was “heathen” coun-
try, what the Jew called a land of “dogs.”
Picture the people bringing forward the deaf
stammerer and Jesus using t'he ‘sign lan-
guage” and restoring both hearing and apeogh,
vs. 32-35. Let one read Acts 7 :57, which
shows how the Jews made themselves deaf to
Stephen’s words about Jesus. Ask for some
of the causes that may make us deaf to Jesus,
_refusal to read and study the Bible, to pray ;
and letting selfishness keep us away from him.
We must let him open our ears for us by put-
ting away everything that would keep us
from hearing what Jesus says.

A voung man going for the first time
through a rough and sparsely inhabited dis-
triet of our great Northwest, was told to take
a certain “trail.” But he preferred another,
and took it, with the result that he got lost for

FOR TEACHERS IN THE

Men Free 227
a long time. He heard, but he did not heed.
These very people, among whom Jesus worked
this miracle, did not heed his command, vs.
36, 37. Perhaps they did not see any sense
in it. Ask if it is wrong for us to disobey a
command of Jesus because we do not see any
sense in it. The follower of Jesus must both
hear and heed.

From the Intermediate Quarterly and
"Leaflet

SomeTHING TO LOOK Up

1. Read about the unclean spirit, of whom
Jesus said, “This kind can come forth by
nothing, but by prayer.”

2. Jesus said, “Rejoice not, that the spirits
are subject unto you ; but. .rejoice” in what ?

ANSWERS, Lesson XII.. First Quarter—
(1) John 7: 37. (2) Mark 8 : 1-9.

Prove from Scripture
That sin is bondage.

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston, Toronto

A Look Forward—Although we have had
a great many lessons about Jesus the mighty
worker, we have not yet heard nearly all, and
for twelve more Sundays, we are going to
hear about

Lesson Thought—We should give the gospel
to all peoples.

Approach to the Lesson—If possible, place
before the class some cut-out pictures of chil-
dren of other

other wonderful
works which Je-
sus the mighty
worker did.
The very great~
est work of all
was, that he
died to save peo-
ple from their
§ins.

Golden Texts
Jor the Quarter
—John 3: 16 ;
Matt. 16: 16;

THE BIBLE THE
THEY KNOW
avnou
"SUFFER
CHILDREN

R Vi‘ "i&r

“BuT THERE ARE MANY THOUSAND S
, WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD HIS NAME

sy
"7
‘ "I

\8(?

TSP

lands (mounted
so they will
stand on your
table). If such
pictures are not
available, des-
cribe these chil-
dren to the little
ones. Say to the
scholars :” These
children look
quite different
from you, but
after all it is only

AVE NEVER READ
NOTTHAT THE

To COME

Cross wavcl___._

*“t

Rom. 1: 16.

Thought for the Quarter—This mighty
worker is the Saviour and friend of everybody
in the world.

A Lok Forward To-day—We are going to
hear about Jesus the mighty worker helping
strangers (foreigners).

their skin that
is different. Inside they are just the same
and they have a soul just like yours. Jesus
loves them just as he loves you and came to
save them all. Show a globe or map, and
name the countries where missionary work is
especially needed. Think of the whole big
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continent of Africa where thousands of little ‘O, dear little babies far over the sea
black children live. There is great need of In India, China, where’er you may he—
Jots of men and women missionaries to go to In Africa, Burma, Korea, Japan,
all these lands to teach the little black and We're going to help you as fast as we cap.
brown and yellow children to love and pray We'll send you our Jesus, he's your Jesus toq
to Jesus. We wish all your mamas krew how he Iovesy
Lesson—Our lesson tells us about Jesus you,
going amongst foreigners and how he helped We'll send you our Bib’ when you are
a little foreign girl. Tell the lesson story grown ¥
(see PRIMARY QUARTERLY). (Show picture.) You never will worshi) idols of stope
The Deaf and Dumb Man Cured—Tell vs. So we're saving our peu..es and prnviné
31-35. each night, 7
Golden Text—Best of all Jesus came to set That we may help all your lives to be happy
people free from sin. Repeat Golden Text. and bright.”
Motto—Repeat, “We Will Be Workers.” What i e Lesson Teaches Me—Tuar Wp
The Children’s Promise—Repeat : SnouLp Give THE GOSPEL TO ALL PEoprgs,

FROM THE PLATFORM '

HOW &2 FREE

Begin by questioning the scholars for a little about what the Allies are fighting for. The
point £o bring out is that they are fighting so that we and the people of other nations may be
free instead of being the slaves of Geiman tyrants. Next, call for the Golden Text, and point
out that our lesson tells us How To 3k Free (Print). Ask about two persons in the lesson
who needed to be made free and were made free.  Take, first, the daughter of the Syrophen-
jcan woman. Get the scholars to tell you, in answer to questions, how she was in bondage
to the unclean spirit, which compelled her to do whatever it would.  Bring out the story of
how she was set free in answer to the earnest pleading of her mother. Now, turn to the man
of Decapolis and bring out how he was set free from the bondage of his deafness and dumbness,
Question about the bondage from which we all need to be set free,—the bondage of sin, and em-
phasize the willingness and power of Jesus to set us free.

Lesson 11.  JESUS REQUIRES CONFESSION AND LOYALTY  April 14, 1918

Mark 8 :27-38. Study Mark 8: 1 to 9:1. Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—If any man would come after me, let him himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—
M‘:u (Rev, Ver.).

27 And Je'sus went !out, and his dw;gla into 30 And he charged them that they should tell no
the * towns of Ceesar’ea Philip/pi : snd'b‘ e way he  man of him.
:;‘fh.hé’ld"d.m es, saying unto them, ¢ do men 31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of maa
28 And they $snswered, John the Bep/tist . ¢ but e e o i
some say, Eli'as ; others, One of the prophets. H "
"B ki e st o thom. Bt Thm iy e 4% S e bt g cpnly And B
t 1 am ter answe un! - openly. 'ter
him, Thou art the Christ. took him, and tonb.uﬂ.ﬁn.
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11 when he had turned about and looked on
st sbuked Pe’ter, saying, Get thee be-
his d‘“’pl;:’rwh: ‘:‘buk u ' savourest not the things
hind ¥a6, ¥ God, but the things 1 that be of men.

[l ‘And ' when he had ealled the people unto him

ith his disciples V7 also, he said unto them, 1* Who-

'"'e,, 21l come after me, let him deny himself, and
ﬁ, up his cross, and follow me. e ghah } i

k0 }Lr ‘whosoever 19 will save his life shall lose it ;
” t:\:t whosoever shail lose his life for my sake and the

Revised Version—'forth, and ; *villag,

Jesus Requirés Confession and Loyalty

es; Yin; ‘Wh
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gospel’s, ! the same shall save 't.
36 For what * shall it profit a man, ® if he shall gain
the whole world, and * lose hic own soul ?
5 37 l”?Or what shall & man give in exchange for his
soul
38 ¥ Whosoever therefore shal! be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful * gener-
ation ; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.
; %told him,

saying ; *and others, Elijah, but

rs: 1asked them ; Swho; *Omit And ; by ; “Omit oi ; Mthe; “he turning about, and seeing his
others ;

thi
ciples, reb
18 ]f any m

LESSON PLAN

I. A Great tion, 27-30.
II. A Great elation, 31-33.
L. A Great Command, 34-3

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

- requires confession and loyalty, Mark 8 :
27;\;:3‘ [Ffu—:\ r:ﬁrnculoun supply of food, .{hrk 8:1-
13. W.—Teaching and healing, Mark 8 : 14-26. Th.
—Loyaity to Jehovah, 1 Kgs. 18 : 30-39. E—-Peri‘aml
nfession, Ps. 63 : 1-11. 8.—Following Jesus, Luke
oo, " 8.—Confelsing Christ, Matt. 10 : 32-39.
Catechism—Ques. 83. Which is the Sizth
(‘oi%ﬂmt ? A The Sixth Commandment is,
“Thou shalt not kill." Ques. 84. What did Jesus say

dis-
uked Peter, and saith ; 4 mindest ; 1® Omit that be ; 16 he called unto him the multitude ; 7 and said ;
an would come ; '* would ; * and whosoever ; * Omit the same ; # dcth ; 'fg).ﬁun 3
# For what should ; * life ; ¥ For whosoever shall ; * generation, the Son of man also s!

* forfeit his life ;
be ashamed of him.
about the Sizth Commandment ? Jesus said this Com-
mandment is broken by all angry passions.

Bhorter Catechism—Ques. 13. Did our first parents
continue in the estate wherein they were cr ? A. Our
first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will,
fell from the estate wherein they were created, by sin-
ning against God.

Lesson —Book of Praise : Memory Hymn—

imury, 26 ; Junior, 46, 1, 91, 100, 238.

Special ure Reading—Ps. 2. (To be read

nsm:-ively or in concert by the whole School.)
‘ tern 8!

lides—For Lesson, B. 1413, Jesus and his
Disciples on the Road to Cesarea. For Question on
Missions, K. 236, Coolies Eating Midday Meal. (Slides
are obtained from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide De-
partment, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Autumn of A.D. 29;
the road from Bethsaida to Casarea Philippi.
Connecting Linkx.—This lesson immed-
iately follows the last.
I. A Great Question, 27-30.

Vs. 27, 28. Went out; from Bethsaida.
Towns ; Rev. Ver., “villages,” that is, of the
district which took its name from the prin-
cipal city. The city itself Jesus avoided,
wishing privacy for the sake of instructing the
Twelve. Casarea Philippi ; up the Jordan
valley, 25 or 30 miles north of the Sea of
Galilee. (See Geography Lesson.) It marks
the most northerly point in our Lord’s jour-
neyings. By the way ; on the road, probably
when the city of Casarea Philippi came into
view. Men say. He first asks what im-
pression of his person the people had re-
ceived from his ministry. John the Baptist ;
risen from the dead. (See ch. 6 :14-16.)
Elias ; Elijah, whom Malachi (ch. 4 : 5) pro-
phesied as the forerunner of the Messiah.
One of the prophets ; belonging to the old pro-
phetic order.

V. 29. Whom say ye; the great question.
What is your personal conviction ? “Ye” is
emphatic,—‘you, who have been the special
witnesses of my life and daily words, what
conclusion have you formed of me ?"”  Peter ;
the spokesman of the Twelve. The Christ ;

Matthew, “the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Matt. 16 : 16) ; Luke, “the Christ of
God,” Luke 9:20. The disciples confess
Jesus to be the Messiah. ““Christ” translates
the Greek, and ‘“ Messiah” the Hebrew, word
for “the Anointed.” Hebrew kings were
anointed with oil when they were given their
office, and the promised ideal king was thought
of as the anointed, chosen of God until the
Anointed became his recognized title.

V. 30. Charged. This is a strong word—
threatened, spoke in a tone of menace, as if
he anticipated unwise talking. Of him ; that
is, about his being the Christ. The time had
not yet come for a public declaration of his
Messiahship. Why ? Because his work as
Messiah had yet to be finished by his death on
the cross ; because the disciples’ faith as yet
was weak and their knowledge was very im-
perfect ; and because the Holy Spirnit must
teach them the full truth about Jesus before
they could rightly proclaim him as the Mes-
siah.

Il. A Great Revelation, 31-33.

V. 31. Began (o teach them. This is a true
beginning in the instruction of the Twelve, the
first teaching of the kind. Must. It is in-
evitable : first, because of the hostility of
men ; secondly, because of the spiritual
nature of his work, which made it impossible
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for him to oppose force by force. Suffer many
things ; so in Matt. 16 :21; Luke 9 :22.
Rejected ; a reference to Ps. 118 :22. An
official rejection, a rejection after trial.
Elders ; laymen or priests who were members
of the Sanhedrin, the supreme ecclesiastical
court in Jerusalem. Chief priests ; the lead-
ing members of the supreme court, chiefly
Sadducees. Scribes ; professional interpreters
of the law, who belonged to the Sanhedrin,
chiefly Pharisees. Jesus was to be officially
rejected by each of the three classes making
up the Sanhedrin and each class is here saddled
with its individual responsibility.

V. 32. Openly ; in plain terms, without re-
serve, using entire frankness of speech. Be-
fore this there had been obscure hints of what
was now made quite clear (see John 1 :29 ;
2:19;8:14; Mark 2:20; Matt. 9:15;
10 :38 ; John 6 :51). And Peter ; the self-
same Peter who had just borne testimony to
the master’s divinity. Now he was ready
to remonstrate with him as though he were a
mere man like himself. Took him ; took
hold of him so as to take him aside. Rebuke
him. See Matt 16 :22 for the words of
Peter’s remonstrance. The suffering of the
Messiah was a strange and unwelcome thought
to Peter.

V. 33. Disciples . . Peter. The rebuke was
addressed to Peter but was meant for the
Twelve. Get thee behind me, Salan. See
Matt. 4: 10; Luke 4 :8. A repetition of
the wilderness temptation to follow a worldly
course. Savourest ; an old English word,
meaning discern and relish. Peter lacked
gpiritual understanding. Rev. Ver., “mind-
est.” His mind was far away from the mind
of ,God, and hence he played the part of the
tempter who was constantly striving to bring
Jesus to consider himself instead of God’s will
for him.

1. A Great Command, 34-38.

V. 34. People; Rev. Ver., “multitude.”
Even in this remote heathen district, Jesus
was surrounded by crowds of curious spec-
tators and eager listeners. - Whosoever will
come ; Rev. Ver., “If any man would come ;"
literally, “willeth to come ;" not the “will”
of the future tense, but of desire and resolu~
tion. After me; becoming my disciple or
personal follower. Deny himself, and take
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up his cross ; a call to self-denial that j,.
volved the utmost conceivable pain. Doy,
by erucifixion was & Roman custom familigy
to the Jews, and the condemned man carrjeq
his own cross. Follow me ; to literal cryg.
fixion, if need be, in devotion to principle -
certainly to the crucifixion of sinful desire mui
passion. This is not a third thing added ¢,
the self-denial and cross bearing, but megpg
that in these two things, self-denial and cpos
bearing, is to be found the way to follow hip,

V.35. Will save; literally, “willeth t,
save.” Life ; his natural life, including hig
passions, desires and worldly purposes. Shal
lose it ; lose, that is, his true spiritual life,
which consists in serving God and others,
Lose his life,—again, his natural life—spenq
it in generous service. For my sake; per-
sonal devotion to Christ the first duty and
the life worth any cost. This saying was
given on three other occasions, Matt. 10:
39 ; Luke 17 :33; John 12 :25.
for the sake of making known the good news
which Jesus came to bring.

Vs. 36, 37. The whple world ; the materia
visible world with all it has to offer. Lase
Rev. Ver., “forfeit,” not a loss merely, hut
loss coming by penalty inflicted. His oun
soul ; Rev. Ver., ‘“his life,”"—that is, his
spiritual life,—the life of God in him.

V. 38. Ashamed of me ; a feeling that leads
to denial. ~ (See Matt. 10 :33.) Adulterous ;
having its heart estranged from God, Isa.
54:5; Jer. 31:32. Son of man ; Jesus in
his official position as judge. When he cometh.
This is associated with the resurrection, last
judgment and complete ushering in of the
kingdom, Matt. 24 :3, 37, 39; 1 Cor. 1:7;
15:23; 1 Thess. 3:13; 4:15; 5:23.

Light from the East

Sr. Bexepicr—St. Benedict was trained
to austerities and obedience in a cave which
overlooked an old palace of Nero ; the law of
life should lie in self-devotion and not in self-
indulgence. His first monastery stood on the
site of an old temple of Apollo ; all treasures
of wisdom should be laid at the feet of Jesus.
He laid on his disciples the yoke of obedience.
The first words of his rule are : “Hear, my
son, the precepts of thy master . . that thou
mayest return to him by the trial of obedience

(I"l\'llf’l';:
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from wiom thou hast fallen by t!xe ‘sloth (‘)f
disobedience.” He showe.d by his examp'.
and by his rule that _the life .full of accom-
plishment was the life of him wh.o soug.ht
“not to do his own will, but the will 'of him
that sent him.”  He taught that for him who
governed and for him who served there. was
Two of his regulations will illus-

» law.
o If any one was called to an

trate his ~pil‘it.

office, however humble, he was directed to

Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty
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fall at the knees of all, and beg their prayers ;
and when his work was done, he closed it
with the thanksgiving, “Blessed art thou, O
Lord God, who hast helped me, and com-
forted me.” And, again, the Lord’s Prayer
was to be said in the hearing of all, that all
alike. when brought face to face with the
condition whereby we ask to be forgiven as
we forgive, might cleanse themselves from
every offence against mental charity.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Cpsarea Philippi, originally
Paneas, the scene of Christ’s
charge to Peter (Matt. 16 : 13-
20 ; Mark 8 :27), lay 1150 feet
above sea level, in a recess of the
Hermon mountains, Here was
a sanctuary of Pan, the Greek
god of herds and hunters, pas-
tures and forests,—a fact which
gave the place its ancient name
and is still remembered in the
modern name Banias—and here,
when Herod the Great came to
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coast. For a while it was called
Neronias, but ultimately the old
name Paneas came again to the
surface and replaced the others.
At Cewmsarea Philippi, Titus,
afterwards emperor of Rome, cel-
ebrated with gladiatorial shows
the capture of Jerusalem. It
was captured by the Crusaders
in A.D. 1130, and finally lost by
them to the Mohammedans in
A.D. 1165. “Under the ancient
castle of the Crusaders a copious
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the throne he erected a temple.

His son Philip refounded the city, and
changed its name from Paneas to Casarea in
honor of the emperor Augustus, adding his
own name to distinguish it from the similarly
named city founded by his father on the sea

stream issued from a cave, now
much choked with fragments of rock, where
was the shrine of Pan.” This stream is
counted as one of the sources of the Jordan.
The modern village is small, and the remains
of the city of Roman times are meagre.

THE LESSON APPLIED

1. There are two ways in which a father
may help his boy do & sum in arithmetic. He
may really do the sum himself, and then let
the boy copy it. That ean hardly be called
h»lp.' The other way is for the father to make
the principles involved in the sum clear, and
then let the boy work it out for himself. That
is true help. That is genuine education.
Now Jesus wanted to teach his disciples a
great lesson. He wanted to teach them that
he was the Messich. And he went about it
in the manner of the true teacher. He did
not keep on saying to them over and over
again, “I am the Messiah; I am the Messiah.”
Instead of that he lived before them and with
them as the Messiah, and then one day he
asked them who he was, and received the best
reward to the true teacher when Peter, speak-
ing for the others, said : “Thou art the

Christ.” And that is the way in which we are
to learn our lessons about Christ to-day,
through our experience of him. Only those
can bear the right sort of testimony to-him
who have themselves tested his grace.

2. We have in this lesson an interesting
contrast between report and conviction. The
disciples report what the people think of
Jesus. Jesus makes no comment, but imme-
diately turns to them with what was, for
them, a vastly more important question :
“Who do ye say that I am ?” How often in
matters of religion we are content with re-
porting or receiving the experience of others,
as if that somehow took the place of our own
conviction. We read religious books or reli-
gious tracts, and we aceept what they teach
as if it were our own conviction. That won't
do. “Who do ye say that I am ?” is a ques-
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tion that eéventually we all must face. And
Christ will not be satisfied with any conven-
tional answer that does not represent our own
conviction in regard to him.

3. Christ’s method of dealing with tempta-
tion is brought out in this lesson. Perhaps
the worst temptations come to us when we
are alone, as Jesus was in the wilderness. But
a temptation that is almost as severe is that
which comes to us through some intimate
friend. Such a temptation is presented to
Jesus by Peter when he tries to turn the
master away from the only path by which the
world could be redeemed,—the path of suffer-
ing. But see how Jesus deals with the temp-
tation. He deals with it immediately. There
is no foolish dangling of it before his eyes.
There is no playing with it. As St. Thomas
A K mpis says : “Yet we must be watchful,
especially in the beginning of the temptation,
for the enemy is the more easily overcome, if
he be not suffered to enter the door of our
hearts, but be resisted at the very gate, on
his first knocking.”

4. One summer afternoon a steamer was
going down the Mississippi with its erowd of
passengers, many of them miners from Cali-
fornia. Suddenly she struck against an old
wreck in the river, and began to sink rapidly.
One fourth of the passengers escaped in the
boats, but the others had to divest themselves

of their garments, and throw themselves int,
the river. And all got safely to shore. A
that is, except one man. He was the last ¢,
leave the vessel, he clung to a spar for 4 fey
moments, and then sank like a stone. It wyq
discovered afterwards that during the cop.
fusion after the boat struck, this man haq
rifled the trunks of the miners. He had fas.
tened their bags of gold around his waist and
they had sunk him. In a very short time he
had gathered more gold than most men i,
their whole lives, but the end was death for
him. All of which is a parable in illusiration 5
of one of the most solemn questions which
ever fell from the lips of Jesus : “What js 4
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul ?”

J. To be ashamed of Jesus is to be guilty
of the basest ingratitude. A well known
novel deals with the story of two brothers,
One of them became the minister of a large
and wealthy church. His old father to whom
he owed so much came to visit him, and the
young minister was ashamed to introduce his
humble father to the cultured men of his con-
gregation. Fe was ashamed of his father,
and, as we read the story, we are ashamed of
the ungrateful son. But have we never been
guilty of a like contemptible sin in regard to
Christ, through the fear of possible ridicule
from our unthinking companions ?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS

Take a few minutes at the beginning to call
attention to the passage intervening between
our last lesson and the one for to-day. Point
to the hints which we have that Jesus is seek-
ing seclusion. In the last lesson we were told
that “he could not be hid.” After the man
with the impediment in lis speech was cured,
Jesus commanded the witnesses to keep quiet
about this cure, but they disobeyed, ch. 7 : 36.
When Christ cures the blind man near Beth-
saida, he commands him to keep quiet, ch. 8 :
26. What was the object of these commands?
Jesus was probably trying to get free from the
demands of the crowd in order that he might
have an opportunity of having some intimate
conversation with his diseiples regarding what
was only too socn to befall both himself and
them. Now discusz the two paragraphs of
our lesson passage-:

1. Jesus requires confession, vs. 27-30. On
the journey from Bethsaida to Cwsares
Philippi Jesus secures the privacy he has been
seeking. How does he use it? Point out
that up till now, so far as the record in the
first three Gospels is concerned, Jesus has
spoken about the kingdom of God, its laws,
etc., rather than about the person cf the king.
Now the time has come for him to make sure
of the real attitude of the Twelve toward him-
self as the central person in the kingdom.
What is the popular verdiet about Jesus as
reported by the disciples ? The chief concern
of Jesus now, however, is not so much with
the popular verdiet as with the personal con-
viction of the disciples. It is characteristic
of Peter that he should be ready with his
answer. Does he speak for himself or for -
himself and the others ? Can the class sug-
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gest a reason for Jesus' command in. v.307
Be sure to emphasize the neéd for havu?g per-
gonal convictions about Christ. He is still
interested in what we think of him. .

9. Jesus requires loyalty, vs.31-38. It is
important that the class shou!d see clearly the
connection between this section and the one
we have just studied. It is only after Jesus
is assured of the disciples’ belief in his Mes-
sishship that he can go on to reveal to tlhiem
what will be involved in th!}t Messiahship
for him and for them.

Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty
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Call attention to the characteristic part
played by Peter in connection with this in-
cident also. Is there anything in Jesus’ warm
reply to suggest that Peter had voiced a real
temptation to Jesus? Having made this
revelation to his disciples, he turns to the
multitude as well in order to make clear what
is involved in loyalty to him. What does
Jesus mean by ““taking up the cross,” and by
the striking paradox of v. 35?7 Make it plain
to the class that confession must always
prove itselt in practical loyalty.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

Rofor to the sacred revelations of character
often made in the most intimate friendships
of life. when heart responds to heart, when
soul reveals itself to soul. Note that in our
lesson we have Jesus and his disciples, away
from the c1owd, taking a long journey alone
into the north country. They get very near
to each other as they engage in a heart-to-
heart talk.

1. A Testing Question, vs. 27-30. What
question did Jesus ask the disciples when they
were alone that day ? Why did Jesus ask
this question? Was he much concerred
about public opinion? We like to have
people think well of us, but our supreme effort
in life should be to have God think well of us.
This is & much more satisfactory way to live
than to live with a morbid eraving for public
favor. The voice of the people is not neces-
sarily the voice of God. Note that the people
had a good opinion of Jesus when they iden-
tified him with the noblest characters in the
world’s history, but they utterly failed to
grasp the full significance of his life. It is
not enough to look upon Jesus as the bes!, of
men. Note how Jesus makes this question a
personal test. It matters everything that we
should have right thoughts about this matter,
that we should think as the disciples did.
How did they come to think right thoughts
about Jesus ?  Their personal experience with
Jesus from day to day, under divine inspira-
tion, enlightened their minds in the knowledge
of Christ. We cannot know Jesus as he is

revealed to usin the Gospels without thinking
about him as the disciples did.

2. A Startling Revelation, vs. 31-33. What
was this revelatior which Jesus made that
day which seemed so incredible to the dis-
ciples? What revelations of a suffering
Saviour have we in the Old Testament ?
(See Isa., ch. 53.) If the disciples had under-
stood ‘these prophecies aright they would not
have been so startled by this revelation.
Human life cannot be made perfect without
suffering. The world could not be saved
without sufferin~. Refer to the supreme
sacrifice made by multitudes in the War to
suve the world from being dominated by brute
force.

3. A Wonderful Sermon, vs. 34-38. Note
that the spirit of the master must be the spirit
of all his followers. A selfish life is always a
failure, it matters not how much of this
world’s wealth and honor and pleasure a man
gains ; and an unselfish life is always a sue-
cess, it matters not how much suffering it may
entail.

From the Home Study Quarterly and
Leaflet
For Discussion

1. Isloyalty to Christ possible without con-
fession of Christ ?
2. Is love of self right or wrong ?
L

Prove from Scripture
That obedience is the best service.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

Centre the teaching of this lesson about the
truth that Jesus wants us both to confess and

be loyal to him in heart and in life.
Commence by asking the scholars why it

.
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was that the people thought Jesus was John
the Baptist or Elijah or “one of the pro-
phets,” v.28. Develop the idea that when
he was on the earth people felt that he was
no ordinary man. Ask whom those who knew
him best thought he was, v.29. By ques-
tioning, develop some of the reasons why we
cannot regard Jesus as any ordinary inan,—
his sinlessness ; his wonderful work ; his
teaching about God as a loving Father which
no one else ever gave us ; his power to forgive
sins and his power to get men to live good
lives, not only then but now, all about us.

‘or such reasons we must make Jesus the
1ord of gur lives.

Ask for ways in which we may confess
Jesus. Tell the story of the learned and
aged teacher Victorinus, who lived long ago
and who decided to be a Christian. He went
in private to a Christian leader named Sim-
plicius, who asked him to join the church.
Victorinus objected, saying that going to
church would not make him a Christian. He
was afraid to acknowledge Jesus by such open
confession. But by and by he did so, saying
that he had to confess Jesus. Other ways of
confessing Jesus before others are, speaking
the truth and doing what is right when
tempted to do wrong.

Ask why it was that Peter, who was willing
to acknowledge Jesus as his lord, was so
sternly rebuked, v.33. Peter could not
imagine the king of the whole earth hanging
on a cross, vs. 31, 32.  He could understand a
king being the triumphant leader of great
armies ; but not one who had to be crucified,

- April 14

to lose his life, in order to gain his kingdom
Ask the scholare if something can be dom;
through suffering that cannot be done in any
other way. Refer to soldiers giving up their
lives for us. Tell how Father Damicn, 4
missionary to the Hawaiian Islands, went :;nd
lived amongst lepers in order to preach to
them and get them better houses and fooq,
He died from the loathsome disease ; but he
was able to do what never would otherwige
have been done. So Jesus, by his death op
the cross, has saved the world. He expects
us to act like him, to be ready to give up many
things which are dear to us in order tnat w};
may help others, vs. 34-38,

Point out that it is by losing strength that
a strong boy becomes stronger ; for he spends
it in work and exercise, and thus gets more
muscle. Similarly, when boys and girls give
up their time and strength to Jesus, when they
spend their lives for him, he will make them
grow more manly and womanly, v. 35.

From the Intermediate Quarterly and
Leaflet
SomeTHING TO Look Up

1. “He is despised and rejected of men."
“He hath poured out his soul unto death”
Of whom wns this said ? Where are the
words found ?

2. In what other place are the words, “Get
thee behind me, Satan,” found in scripture ?

ANSWERS, Lesson L—(1) Mark 9: 29,
(2) Luke 10 : 20.

Prove from Scripture
That obedience is the best service.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

A Look Forward—Our lesson is about a
great question which Jesus the mighty worker
asked his disciples.

Lesson Thought—Jesus is the Son of God.
We should be loyal to him, our heavenly king.

Approach to the Lesson—Show picture of
our king. Sing God save the King. Speak
about our soldiers. They are willing to suffer
and fight and die because they are loyal to
our king and country and the right (show
picture of some soldiers). (Boys and girls
can show their loyalty in many helpful ways,
denying themselves candy, ice cream, picture

shows, ete., so that there may be more food
and money to send to help our soldiers to
fight.)

Jesus wants his followers to be loyal Chris-
tian soldiers who are willing to suffer hard-
ships and to deny themselves so that they
may have more to give to help Jesus' “soldiers
of the cross” to fight sin of all kinds.

Lesson—Our lesson is about this very thing.
Jesus and his disciples were going amongst
the villages of Cmsarea Philippi (map). On
the way Jesus asked them, “Whom do men
say that Lam ?” Listen to the answer of the
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different disciples, v.28. Do the disciples
really know who he is ?. Surely they ml.lﬂt
ufh-r’ all they have seen him do and heard him
“Whom do you say that I am?”

ak.
- How loyal Peter’s reply is :

Jesus asks them.
«Thou art the

Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty

235

the soldiers of the cross (our missionaries),
who are going forward to conquer heathen
lands for King Jesus and to keep our own land
for him. We must deny ourselves so that we
may be able to send more to help them in
their work.

Christ.” Con-
tinue the story
Jesus began 10
tell them that
pe must suffer
m:ln.\'; things
ard at last be
put to death on
the cross by his
enemies.

Peter said,
“No, Lord .
these things
must never hap-

For OESUS SAkE

N

HEisTve SON oF GOD

A Doing With-
oul Club—""Let’s
form a ‘doing
without club,””
said Jack, and
Polly, his sister,
was always
ready to fall in-
with any of
Jack’s plans.
“How do you do
it?” asked Polly.
“Well,” said
Jack, “we’ll

p('ll to _\'ml." v
But Jesus told Peter not to tempt him to
give up the great work he came to do,—to
die for the whole world.

Golden Text—Jesus told the disciples they
must be willing to suffer and even to die for
hissake. They must be brave, true and loyal
to him, just as our soldiers are brave, true and
loyal to our King George. Repeat Golden Text.

Self-denial—We are doing all we can to help
our soldiers to fight so that the world may be
safe from enemies. We must remember also

write out a list
of thingﬂ.jwc can do without, both for the
sake of our soldier boys and also for the sake
of our missionaries, and we’ll get all the boys
and girls to sign this promise to ‘do without.’”

The children will help the teacher to make
out a list (print).

A Promise—"We will be workers” and will
deny ourselves for Jesus’ sake, for we know
he is the Son of God.

What the Lesson Teaches Me—JESUS 18 THE
So~ or Gob.

FROM THE PLATFORM

Draw on the blackboard a large question mark. Point out that a good title for the lesson

would be : “The Great Question.”
is Jesus ?”

Bring out that the great question in the lesson is : “Who
Have the scholars tell you whose opinion about himself Jesus asks for first,—the

opinion of the people amongst whom he nad been teaching and working. Question about what
that opinion was,—that he was “John the Baptist ;”” that he was “Elijah ;” that he was
“one of the prophets.” Next, call for the second opinion about himself for which Jesus asked,
—that of the Twelve who had been his close and constant companions. Ask who answered
this question, and huve a wuxd about Peter’s readiness to act as the spokeman of the disciples.
Have the scholars repeat the answer : “Thou art the Christ.” Bring out what this answer
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means,—that Jesus is the Saviour whom God had promised and who had at last come into
the world. The teaching to emphasize is, that since Jesus is the Saviour, sent of God, we
should trust and love and serve him with all our hedrts.

Lesson 111

Mark 9 :2-10.

JESUS TRANSFIGURED
Study Mark 9 : 2-29.

April 21, 1918
Scripture Memory Verses.

GOLDEN TEXT—This is my beloved son : hear ye him.—Mark 9 : 7 (Rev. Ver.)

2 And after six days Je'sus taketh with him Pe'ter,
and James, and John, and ! leadeth them up into ? an
high mountain apart by themselves : and he was trans-
figured before them.

3 And his ?raiment became ¢shining, exceeding
:hhlte $as snow ; 8o as no fuller on earth can * white

em.

4 And there appeared unto them 7Eli'as with
Mo'ses : and they were talking with Je’sus.

5 And Pe’ter ¥ answered and said to Je’sus, * Master,
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three
tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for Mo'ses, and one
for 7 Eli’as.

6 For he wist not what to say ; for they 1! were

Revised Version—! bringeth ; *a ; ? garments ;
wereth and saith ; * Rabbi ; ' answer ; '! became ;
saying ; "% ye : "lmkm. round ; Sone ;
saying, questivuing among themselves ; ; ¥ again.

LESSON PLAN
I. A Glorious t, 2-4.
II. A Heavenly Voice, 5-7.
II1. A Long Silence, 8-10.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Jesus transfigured, Mark 9 :2-10. T.—The
disciples’ failure, Mark '9:11-18. W.—The dumb
spirit cast out, Mark 9:19-20. Th.—Prayer and
service, Luke 9 : 30-37. F.—Elisha at prayer, 2 Kgs.
4:27-37. B.—Eficacy of prayer, James 5:13-18.

8.—Changed into Christ's image, 2 Cor. 3 : 3-18,

Primary Catec Ihm~?§ua 85. Which is llu Seomlll
Commandment ! ;.. The Seventh C

4 glistering ; *Omil as snow ;
12 came ;
1* were coming ;

sore afraid.

7 And there ¥ was a cloud " that overshadowed
them : and ¥ soice came out of the cloud, ¥ saying,
This is my bel ved Son : hear ! him.

8 And suddenly, V7 when they had looked round
about, they saw no !* man any more, save Je'sus o, ly
with themselves.

9 And as they ' came down from the mountain, he
charged them that they should tell no man what '.hmgn
they he1 seen, * till the Son of man *! were risen from
the dead.

10 And they kept * that saying with themulu.
questioning one with another what the rising ® from
the dead should mean.

$ whiten ; 7 Elijah ; #ans-

i1 gvershadowing ; ' there came a voice ; 'S Omit

2 gave when the ; *should have risen again ; * the

did Jesus say about the Seventh Cohmandment !  Jesus
said this Commandment is broken by all impure

thoughts.

Shorter ~Ques. 14. What is sin? A,
Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of,
the law of God.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Memory H -
Primary, 26 Junior, 46, 67, 90, 04, 97,

Special Scripture Reading—Rev., 2. 0
be read responsively or in concert by the whole Bchuol?
, hntoﬂ: Illd.i—l"o;be-on B. 1641, L;l'be Trans-

guracion 'or Question on msions, K

155, Korean FP ﬂy Showing In.erior of House. (Slides

i the Presbyterian Lantern Slide De-

“Thou ehalt not commit adultery.” Ques. 86. Whal

are
partment, 96 Queen Bt. East, Toronto.)

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Autumn A.D. 29; prob-
ably Mount Hermon.

Connecting Links—The lesson immed-
iately follows the lesson for last week.

1. A Glorious Sight, 2-4.

V.2. After siz days; Luke, “about..
eight days,” Luke 9:28. Luke includes,
Jewish fashion, the day from which and the
day to which the reckoning was made. This
would make seven days and Luke’s “about”
brings his reckoning into harmony with
Mark’s. Peter, and James, and John ; the
same group whom he took with him when he
went to raise the daughter of Jairus, and when
he went to endure the agony in Gethsemane.
(See ch. 5:37; 14 :33.) An high mountain.
(a) Ancient tradition favors the Mount of
Olives. ‘“High” does not agree with that.
(b) Another tradition :.akes it Mount Tabor,

1,700 feet high. But solitude would appear
to have been forbidden there, by reason of a
fortified town on the summit. (¢) Scholars
favor Mount Hermon, 9,000 feet high, and
within a few days’ journey of Cmsarea Phil-
ippi. It was visible from every part of Pales-
tine, ending the view northward. Its old
name was Sirion, “the breast-plate,” from its
shining, pale blue, snow capped dome. “The
Mount of Transfiguration does not concern
geography’ (Holtzman). Apart; even from
the nine. Luke tells us Jesus’ reason for
ascending the mountain. He went up in
order to pray, Luke 9 :28. Transfigured.
Compare Ex. 34 :29 ; Acts 6:15. “It was
not a splendor that fell upon him from with-
out, and lighted him up ; the glory came from
within ; it corresponded to something going
on in his mind.”
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Vs. 3, 4. Shining ; Rev. Ver., “glistering.”
Like the flashing of burnished brass or gold
(Ezra 8:27), or steel, Nahum 3 :3. As
snow ; approvriate to the appearance of
Hermon's summit, but Rev. Ver. omits.
Matthew adds, “his face did shine as the sun,”
Matt. 17 : 2. Fuller ; one whose trade was
to clean linen clothes, giving them a peculiar
whiteness. On earth. There is a contrast
between what fullers on earth can do and the
heaven-wrought whiteness of Christ’s gar-
ments. Appeared ; the same Greek word as
in Luke 24 :34; Aets 15:31; 1 Cor. 15:
58. It was a vision. Elias ; Elijah, repre-
senting the prophets. Moses ; representing
the law. Talking. Luke gives the subject of
conversation (Luke 9 : 31), namely, the death
which Jesus was to die at Jerusalem.

I1. A Heavenly Voice, 5-7.

V. 5. Answereth (Rev. Ver.); not any
words that had been spoken, but the occasion
which demanded that something be said.
Rabbi (Rev. Ver.) ; “Teacher ;” Matthew,
“Lord ;” Luke, “Master.” Each of the
Gospels has a different title for Jesus. It is
good . . here ; and to remain, that we may
pay attention to the heavenly visitants.
“Better, as no doubt he felt, than to be re-
jected of the Jews, to suffer many things of
the elders and chief priests and to be killed”
(see Matt. 16 : 24). Tabernaclés. The Greek
word means any kind of temporary structure.
What Peter “proposed to build was three
huts such as could be constructed out of the
material to be found on the mountain.”
Thee. . Moses . . Elias. He would gather from
the conversation who the two visitors were.

V.6. Wist; old English for “know ;”
Anglo-Saxon, “wittan,” know. What to
answer (Rev. Ver.); to the vision. He
thought Moses and Elijah had come to stay.
This was the opinion of the early Jewish
Christians—that Judaism continued and that
the followers of Jesus were a school within it.
Sore afraid ; frightened out of their wits.
(Compare ch. 16 :8.) This “explains the
stupidity of Peter. The fear created by the
sudden preternatural sight made him talk
nonsense.”’

V.7. Was ; Rev. Ver., “came.” A cloud ;
symbol of the divine presence, Ex. 40 : 34,
35 ; Mark 13 :26 ; Acts 1:9. Overshadowed
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them ; the six, Luke 9 : 34. Voice; heard
also at the Baptism (ch. 1:11) and on the
eve of the Crucifixion, John 12 : 28  This is
my . .Son ; the language of Ps. 2:7. Be-
loved (compare Isa. 42 :1); equivalent to
“only,” Gen. 22 : 12. This was a formal and
solemn declaration that Jesus was the Mes-
siah of whom the Old Testament, in the law
and the prophets, had spoken. Hear him.
Jesus is given preeminence over the law and
the prophets, as fulfilling their highest spirit-
ual ideals.

III. A Long Silence, 8-10.

V. 8. Save Jesus only. The two heavenly
visitors vanished as suddenly as they had
appeared. Their departure indicated that
the law and the prophets had retired in honor
of Jesus. We have here a symbol of the con-
ception of Christianity for which Paul battled,
namely, that it was free from the forms and
ceremonies of the Jewish religion.

V. 9. They came Yown ; early the next day,
according to Luke & : 37. Tell no man. The
premature announcement of his Messiahship
would bring the crowds about him, by exciting
false hopes amongst the people, and frustrate
his plan to instruct the Twelve. Besides, the
Transfiguration was but a foreshadowing of
the Ascension, and until the former had taken
place, the latter could not be understood.
What things they had seen ; Matt. 17 : 9, “the
vieicy,”

V. 10. Kept that saying ; strictly complied
with his wish; Luke, “held their peace’
(Rev. Ver.) With themselves; Rev. Ver.
omits. Questioning ; discussing. The rising
again (Rev. Ver.) ; of Jesus.

On the way down from the mountain Jesus
expldins to the three disciples what the com-
ing of Elijah means, and, when the foot is
reached, he cures the lunatic boy, whom a
father brought, in his absence, to the nine,
who had been unable to cure him.

Light from the East

Tae Grory or Gop—The “glory of God” .
has in scriptute a remarkable fulness of mean-
ing. It means his exalted and holy character
and being which he reveals to_men, but there
is always or nearly always a background of
nature. % The glory of God starts out from
the brightness and splendor of the sky. God
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used to come sweeping on in the thunder-
storm, with the lightning as his gleaming
arrow or flashing spear, and the thunder his
voice. In the thunderstorm he came to the
relief of the psalmist (Ps. 18), hidden in the
cloud, it is true, but none the less darting out
fiery death upon his enemies. In the temple,
Isaiah saw the King of kings upon his throne,
and even the courtiers who stand by him are
fiery beings (the seraphim, Isa., ch. 6). And
the vision of Ezekiel (chs. 1-3) is of a being so
resplendent that the clouds cannot hide him.
The glory of God is described in Ex. 24 : 16-
18 as if it were a great fire breaking through
the cloud that hangs over a volcano. I have
seen it at Vesuvius by night. The Israelites
got glimpses of this glory of the God of the
bright heavens, and often Moses did, Ex. 33 :
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17-23 ; 34 :6,7. And when God tabernacleq
among men his presence was on more thap
one occasion marked out by shining light anq
cloud. When Jesus was born “the glory of
the Lord shone round about” the shepherds,
Luke 2 :9. When he was transfgured, hjs
white and glistening presence was encircleq
by clouds. On the way to Damasecus, Py
saw at midday a “light from heaven, ahqoye
the brightness of the sun,” Acts 26 : 13. The
early Christians expected Messiah to come iy
glory,—that is, in dazzling splendor—on the
clouds, Matt. 16 : 27. And in the heavenly
city no light of sun or moon is needed, the
glory of God doth lighten it (Rev. 21 :23),
even the citizens of that city would seem to
have radiant, ethereal bodies, Phil. 3 121
Col. 3 : 4.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

[Ser Skerca Mar, Lesson I1.]

“Mount Hermon is the most conspicuous
feature in the scenery of Palestine, rising 9,200
feet above the Mediterranean in a dome-like
summit, usually covered with snow till late in
summer. There are three low peaks on the
top, with a connecting plateau. Lower down,
the sides are covered with vineyards round
the Druze villages. On the sandstones to the
west there are still pines and firs, but the upper
part is quite barren, and covered with snow-
worn gravel between the cliffs. This moun-
tain is the only place where the Syrian bear
is known to exist. The view from the top is
magnificent, including the Lebanon and the
plain round Damascus. Towards the west
Tyre and Carmel are seen, on the south the

mountains of upper Galilee and the plains of
lower Galilee. The Huleh lake and the Seq
of Galilee lie beneath as on a map. This
view is, however, obscured in summer by the
sudden formation of clouds on the summit,

“Hermon was perhaps the ‘high mountain’
of Matt. 17 : 1, and Mark 9 : 2 (‘the moun-
tain’ of Luke 9 : 28) near Cmsarea Philippi,
which was the scene of the Transfiguration
and of the cloud which covered the disciples,
In the Roman period it was a sacred centre,
and small temples were built on the slopes on
every side, while the highest point was en-
circled with a masonry wall, and seems to
have supported an altar.”—C. R. Conder, in ,
Hastings’ Bible Dictionary

THE LESSON APPLIED

1. Christ chose twelve men to be his special
companions, and to bear witness to him after
he should leave them. But out of these
twelve, he chose three to form an inner circle
even amongst the apostles. It was likely no
arbitrary choice, but one largely determined
by the loyalty and devotion to himself which
Jesus saw in these three men, Peter, James
and John. And it was these three who were
the witnesses of the marvelous incident which
we call the Transfiguration. We need hardly
be surprised at that. A well known writer
has compared the Christian religion to a

grand cathedral with beautiful stained glas
windows. These windows ‘may appear strik-
ing enough when viewed from the outside, but
the only adequate conception of their radiance
and glory comes to those who are privileged
to see them from within the cathedral. Andso
itis with Christ. Thereis a glory in him which
cannot be seen by those without, but which
is revealed only to those who know him best,

2. While Peter’s rashness betrayed him
into a rather foolish speech, as indeed it often
did, yet there was a great truth in what he

said : “Master, it is good for us to be here.”
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It was good for them to be there. . To gaze
upon Jesus in his glory was an experience well
worth coveting. One of the fa.mous pictures
of the world is Raphael’s plcturg of the
Transfiguration. He spent a lfmg tlm'e over
it, and it is said to have been'hls last picture.
Indeed, it was scarcely ﬁnmhed. when the
great artist died. While he was slgk, he. had
the picture hung in his sight,. as if desiring
that his constant thought might be of the
glorified Saviour.

“() Master, it is good to be

Entranced, enwrapped, along with thee ;
Till we, too, change from grace to grace,
(3azing on that transfigured face.”

3. The vision faded, but Jesus remained.
Looking around, the three disciples saw no
one any more save Jesus only with themselves.
And he was more to them than any vision, no
matter how resplendent it might be. It is
just possible that these men might have be-
come so absorbed in the vision as to forget
And so the vision fades, but Jesus

It can always be so, if we desire it
to be so. When the vision of an earthly
friendship dies away, we can still count upon
him who calls us no lorger servants, but
friends. When our loved ones depart, we can
gtill have him, who is the resurrection and the
life. When wealth fails, we can still possess
the unsearchable riches of Christ. One of
the saddest facts of life is the common failure
of our dearest plans. But when they fail, we
still have Christ from whom nor life nor death
nor height nor depth can separate us.

4. The three disciples were to cherish this
vision as a blessed secret in their hearts. It

Jesus

remains.
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was to be enshrined there as a memory. Car- _
lyle, an old man, looking back upon a most
happy week which he had once had, said of it :
“In my whole life I can recollect no week so
like a Sabbath as that had been to me,—
clear, peaceful, mournfully beautiful, and-as
if sacred.” It is well for us to cherish such
memories. They will help us over many a
rough place in life. They will help to illus-
trate Paul’s saying that experience worketh
hope. The memory of some time when God
seemed very near to us will help us in the day
when he seems to hide his face. The memory
of some time when we fought a hard fight
against temptation, and by God’s help over-
came, will help us when we face another strug-
gle with the tempter.

5. Jesus and his three disciples could not
stay upon the mount of Transfiguration, de-
lightful as such a prospect seemed to Peter.
They could not stay because pressing duties
remained to be done at the mountain’s foot.
To have neglected these would have been to
be untrue to the vision. In one of Long-
fellow’s poems he tells us of the monk who
had been longing for a vision of Jesus. At
length, one day, the vision came, and flooded
all the room with its glory. But while he was
gazing upon it, the convent bell rang the hour
when it was his duty to go out to feed the
poor. He hesitated, but duty drew him on,
and he left the vision for the task. He fed
the poor and then returned to find the vision
still there, and the divine voice told him that
had he stayed the vision would have disap-
peared. Our visions should be inspirations
for our tasks.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS

Last week we saw that it was only after the
confession of Peter, that Jesus could go on to
reveal to the disciples the tragic end which
awaited him. Now a week elapses, a week of
silence. What was going on in the minds of
the disciples during that week ? Especially
in the minds of such men as Peter, James and
John, who were likely to be most strongly
affected by the words of Jesus,in regard to his
death? Were they trying to adjust them-
selves to the new situation ? At any-rate,
we have the retord to-day of an incident
which would be of great assistance to them

in strengthening their faith in the triumph of
Christ, even in spite of such a discouraging
revelation as he had made.

1. The vision on the mount, vs. 2-8. Do not
fail to remind the class of the significant fact
told by Luke in ch. 9 : 28, 29. Does the class
see any connection between the vision and the
fact that Jesus had been praying ? Say a
word or two about the place of prayer in the
life of Jesus. What need was there for it in
his case? What rewards came to him
through it ? Was Jesus’ purpose in going p
into the mountain to be transfigured as he
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was, or to pray ? Point out how some of the
greatest blessings of life come to us when we
are not seeking them, but something else
which lies in the way of duty. Luke tells us
what Moses and Elijah spoke about to Jesus.
Evidently the transfiguration had a meaning,
not only to the three disciples, but to Jesus
too. How would it help to confirm him in his
purpose ? DrdWw out some suggestions from
the class to account for the words of Peter
about building the three tabernacles. In
how far was his speech foolish ? In how far
was it natural ?  Would it have been a desir-
able thing that Jesus and the three disciples
should have remained upon the mountain top ?

2. The descent from the mount, vs. 9, 10. In-
vite suggestions as to why Jesus gave the
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command to keep silent about the Traps.
figuration. Remind the class of the populay
misconceptions concerning the Messiah, anq
ask whether such a story as that of the Traps.
figuration would not add to these miscop.
ceptions. How would the death and regyp.
rection of Jesus affect the situation, removing
any objection to the telling of the incident ?

3. The waiting lask, vs. 14-29, Although
this paragraph is not included in the lessop
passage proper, the teacher would do well t,
call attention to it. Is there anything aboyt
it to help explain why Peter’s request was gy
impossible one ? Point out that our times of
vision are given to us with the definite purpoge
of preparing us and inspiring us for the active
duty that is waiting for us.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

Introduce the subject by referring to some
of the sacred mountains of history, such as
Sinai, where Moses met with God, Zion,
where God’s house was, Olympus, the home
of the Greek gods, and the sacred mountain
of Japan. Why are mountains so often as-
sociated with heavenly things? Question
the class about the mountains which were
the scene of notable events in the life of
Christ,—the mountain on which Christ
preached his great sermon, the Mount of
Transfiguration, Calvary, and Olivet. In
studying the Transfiguration dwell upon :

1. The Vision,-vs. 2-6. Whom did Jesus
take with him to witness this glorious scene ?
On what other occasions did Jesus select these
three to be with him ? Why was this ? Ask
one of the scholars to describe the vision.
What additional particulars are given by
Matthew and Luke? Note that there is a
sense in which life is ever undergoing a trans-
figuration, not so sudden, not so wonderful,
as the one in the lesson, but just as real. (See
2 Cor. 3 :18.) What was Jesus doing when
the transfiguration took place? (See Luke
9:29.) Many a life receives transfiguration
touches in the blessed hour of prayer. When
the father of John G. Paton came out of his
room where he retired to pray, his children
thought that they could see a wonderful light
in his face. What heavenly visitors met
Jesus on the Mount ? What did they talk
about ? (See Luke 9 :31.) Heaven is inter-

ested in what is taking place on earth. Oy
loved ones in heaven are interested in yg
Death does not end all. What impression did
this scene make upon the disciples ?

2. The Cloud, vs. 7, 8. Note how deeply
suggestive this is of certain experiences of
human life. How often the cloud comes and
overshadows us. Sorrow and suffering, dis-
couragement and disappointment, come down
like a strange cloud upon life. It is a great
comfort then to hear the loving voice of God,
and to realize in the end that Jesus is still
with us.

3. The Charge, vs. 9, 10. What charge did
Jesus give the disciples as they came down
from the mountain ? Why was this ? Some-
times silence is better than speech. Which is
the greater danger, that we say too much or
too little? Our whole life must so witness
for Christ that others shall take knowledge of
us that we have been with him.

From the Home Study Quarterly and
Leaflet

For Discussion
1. Did Jesus abolish what Moses and Elijsh
stood for ?

2. Can we serve Christ better in a solitary
or in a social life ?

Prove from Scripture
That Moses looked for Christ.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

Ask the scholars whether they have some
chums with whom tl_ley share sgcmts that
they do not share with other fnequ. In-
dicate, from - 2, that Jgsus ahgred w1t§ three
of the disciples something which he did not
allow the others to see. Recall the Presence
of the same three at tl}e bedside of Jairus
daughter, and let a’pupil read Mark 14 ::?2,
33. This close intimacy of these three with
Jesus was probably due to the closer sym-
pathy between Jesus and them. Refer to
what great apostles these three became.
Bring out the truths that Jesus wants close
companions, that we can only be such by
living with him day by day, and that suc.h
companicuship will develop the best that is
in us.

Question as to the reason for the change m
Jesus' appearance, vs. 2, 3. Indicate that it
was not light shining upon him from wjthogt,
go much as the light that was within him
shiningout. Get ascholar to read Acts 6 : 15.
Stephen had allowed God to tak? full posses-
sion of his life and consequently his face shone.
An artist, who had some children, whenever
he found them cross and stubborn, used to
draw their faces to show them what they
looked like. That was enough to make them
want to do better. Every girl should wish
to be beautiful, every boy should desire to
look manly. There is no way of acquiring
genuine good looks like letting God shine
through our lives.

Discuss with the scholars why it was that
Peter's wish to make three “tents” out of
branches was foolish, vs. 5,6. Amongst other
possible answers, some one will suggest that
Jesus and the others could not remain there

forever. Even at that moment, he was badly
needed at the foot of the mountain, vs, 14-29.
While we should get alone with Jesus at times
to pray, and think and read about him, it is
in order that we may learn to live for him.
We need sleep and food ; but it would be
foolish and wicked to spend all our time eating
and sleeping. The same is true of reading
good books.

The Jews honored Moses, the great law-
giver, and Elijah, the great reformer. But
on this mountain the disciples learned from
the presence of Elijah and Moses, and from
the voice in the cloud, that Jesus 'was greater
than all, v. 7. Refer to our present study of
the Gospel of Mark to find out about Jesus.
Hold before the rcholars the wisdom of read-
ing and knowirg the four Gospels as records
of the life ar.i teaching of him who is greater
than all others,

“We love to sing around our King,

And hail him blessed Jesus 3
For there’s no word ear ever heard
So dear, so sweet as Jesus.”

From the Intermediate Quarterly and
Leaflet
SomeTHING TO LoOOK UP

1. On two other occasions Jesus took Peter,
James and John only, with him. Where do
we read of these ?

2. When was “This is my beloved Son,”
first said about Jesus ? What words were
then added ?

ANSWERS, Lesson IL—(1) Jesus; Isa.
63:3;53:12. (2) Luke 4: 8.
Prove from Scripture
That Moses looked for Christ,

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT -

A Look Forward—Our lesson to-day is a
wonderful story about Jesus the mighty
worker being transfigured or changed, so that
his disciples might see his glorified, heavenly
body and know something about the glory of
heaven where Jesus dwells.

Lesson Thought—Teach the children that
heaven is full of glory.

Approach to the Lesson—The disciples were
feeling very sad. They had expected that

some time their master Jesus would take his
rightful place as king of the Jews and live in
great pomp and glory. But Jesus had just
been telling them quitea different story about,
whntwugoingtohsppentohim. (Recall
last lesson.) He was going to be shamefully
treated and at last put to death on the cross.
“No one will believe that he is really God’s
Son,” they thought. “No one will believe
our teaching after these things happen.”
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And they were very much discouraged. Per-
haps they felt like giving up and not working
for Jesus any more. “Was he really the
Christ after all? Perhaps they had been
mistaken.” :

God knew
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brightness forever. (Sing, or have some one
sing, Hymn 594, Book of Praise.)

Shining Faces—Jesus’ glory came frop
within, We can all have transfigured faces,
But nothing from without can really change

their thoughts.
He is going to
give them a
glimpse of Jesus
in his glorified,
heavenly body
as he is in hea-
ven, and then
they will be sure
that their dear
master is King
of kings and
lives in glory in
his heavenly

our faces. They
can only be
chmged by Je
sus’ Holy Spirit
within us,

“Clare usedto
be cross ang
proud  looking,
but since she has
learned to love
Jesus, she is g
different looking
girl,” her friends
said.

HEAVEN — %o i

home.

Jesus Transfigured—Tell the lesson story
(see Primany QUARTERLY). Peter said,
“Master, it is good for us to be here ; let us
stay here always.” But God would not want
them to do that. He showed them Jesus in
his glory so that they could go and tell others.
Suddenly a cloud overshadowed the mountain
top and then the voice of God was heard

ing :

Golden Text—*This is my beloved Son ;
hear ye him” (repeat). Now they were sure
about Jesus. No matter what happened to
him they had seen him in his glory.

Heaven—Think what it must be to be in
heaven with Jesus in the midst of joy and

have a shining
face we must think kind thoughts end do
kind deeds. Here are some lines for you to
learn.

Our Verse—
“Do the kindest deed you can to-day :
¥ Smile your sweetest smile and trust and pray

You may be a messenger of light,
1§ Teaching some sad heart from out the night.
[ God has worked great miracles of grace
t Through the gentle deed—the kindly face.”
B8 ® (Gesture.)
¥ Our Motto—"“We will be workers” with
shining faces.

What the Lesson Teaches Me—Hgeavex Is
FuLL or GLORY,

FROM THE PLATFORM

JESUS
ONLY

ELIJAH

Draw on the blackboard three squares, one large sq1are in the centre and two smaller
squares, one on either side of the larger. Ask the scholars why Jesus (Print in the larger square)
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went up into the mountain. He went up to pray. We know this from Luke’s account. Who

to talk with him ? (Print in the smaller squares Moses and ELias, respectively.)
;lf)hgt did they talk about ? The approaching sufferings and death of Jesus. How would
this strengthen Jesus for his coming trial ? How would it prepare the three disciples for the
future? What mistake did Peter make ? After the vision who disappeared ? Moses and
Elijab. (Draw strokes through these names.) Who was left ?  Jesus ONLY (Print in the
Jarger square under Jesus). Now impress upon the scholars that we can always count upon
Jesus' remaining with is if we are willing to have him. Press home upon each scholar the
question, Is Jesus with you ?
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JESUS REBUKES SELFISHNESS April 28, 1918
Mark 9 :33-42. Study Mark 9 : 30-50. Secripture Memory Verses.
GOLDEN TEXT—If any man would be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all. —Mark 9: 35 (Rev. Ver.).

Lesson IV.

the came to Caper'naum : and *being in
muh:ul:i he asked them, What * was it that ye dis-
uted among yourselves by the way ?
’ 34 But they held their peace : for ¢ by the 'ug.they
had disputed among th Ives, who should be the

greatest.
nd he sat down, and called the twelve, and
l-s?ghAunw them, If any man ¢ desire to be first, & the
same shall be last of all, and 7 servant of all.
36 And he took a * child, and set him in the midst
of them : and * when he had taken him in his arms, he
i em, g
%"%mm shall receive one of such *® children in
my name, receiveth me : and whosoever 19shall re-
ceive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.
Revised Version—! they ; * when he was in ; ¥ were
in the way, who was the greatest ; he ; ¢

v

u

-J; 11 Omit three words ; '% are
LESSON PLAN

. The Greatness of the Servant, 33-35.
I{. Th: G:umeu of the Chﬁdw’ﬁ A
III. The Greatness of a Cup of Water, "

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

M.—Jesus rebukes selfishness, Mark 9 : 3042, T.—
Desling with offenders, Mark 9 :43-50. W.—A
mother's ambition, Matt. 20 :20-28, Th.—True
grestness, Luke 22 : 24-30. F.—Love, the great cor-
rective, 1 Cor. 13 : 1-13. 8.—A cure for , James
4:110. 8.—Warning against strong , Isa, 28:
1.

THE LESSON

Time and Place—Autumn, A.D. 30 ; Gali-
lee and Capernaum.

Connecting Links—Jesus, departing irom
the place where he had healed the lunatic
child (see last lesson), passes through Gali'ee,
avoiding as far as possible public attenton
and giving himself to the instruction of his
disciples. After some time Jesus and the
disciples come to Capernaum, where the in-
cident of the tribute money (Matt. 17 : 24-27)
takes place. This is followed by Jesus’
teaching the disciples their equality as breth-

f{’e reasoning in the way ; ¢
Omit jve words ; 14 followed ; 14 mibg'h'g k ; 1 and be abl

to him ; 1* Omit fve 3 : work ; e
-1 ist's ; ¥ in no wise ; ™ cause ;y" on me to stumble, it were

38 1t And John answered him, saying, Master, we
saw one casting out devils in thy name, 1? and he fol-
loweth not us : and we forbad him, because he 1 fol- _
loweth not us. 2

39 But Je'sus said, Forbid him not : for there is no
man which shall do a ¥ miracle in my name, 1% that can
lightly speak evil of me. "

40 {"or he that is not it us is ' on our part.

41 For whosoever o give you a cup of water to
drink 7in my name, because ye !% belong to Christ,
verily I say unto you, he shall " not lose his reward.

42 And whosoever shall # offend one of these little
ones that believe * in me, it is better for him * that a
1 ne were hanged about his neck, and he were cast
into the sea.

they had disputed one with
* taking him ; 19 receiveth ;
quickly to speak ; 1% for
better ; * if a great.

atechism . 87. Which is the Eighth
Commandment ? A. The

ighth Commandment is,

*Thou shalt not steal.”

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 12-14.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Memory Hymn—
26 ; Junior, 46, 21, 45, 556, 235,

8 lﬁlpﬂll‘. Reading—Phil. 2 : 1-11,
be read respousively or in concert by the

Lantern Slides—For Lesson

i of Heaven.

; T minister ; *little

Primary C

(To
whole 8chool.)

63,
g :
Qmmm 8t. M'Y'Tﬂmmw.)

EXPLAINED
ren and who shall be regarded as greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.

As Jesus and his disciples were passing
through Galilee, he spoke to them about his
approaching death and resurrection. They
did not, however, understand what he said,
and were afraid to ask him. Vs. 30-32.

I. The Greatness of the Servant, 33-35.

V.33. He came to Capernaum. This city
was a kind of home for Jesus. In the house ;
probably a particular house in which Jesus
was accustomed to stay, quite likely that of
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Peter. He asked them ; having noticed that
something unusual was going on and divining
what it was. Jesus did not always walk be-
side his disciples (see ch. 10 : 32). Yedispuled.
While he went on before, thinking his great,
deep thoughts, they followed behind, in-
dulging in vain and foolish wranglings.

V.34. Held their peace; utterly ashamed
to have the master know about their disputing.
Who should be .. greatest ; who should take
the chief place in the Messianic kingdom,

which they thought Jesus had come to set up

on earth. This unseemly dispute was r~-
newed at the Last Supper (see Luke 22 : 24-
26), and, indeed, ambitious thoughts were
frequently in the disciples’ minds.

V.35. Sat down ; in the attitude of a
teacher about to teach his scholars an impor-
tant lesson. Called the twelve ; with a tone,
of authority, almost of severity. If any man
would be first (Rev. Ver.) ; wishes to be first,
—the very matter they had been discussing.
Lastof all. Of any one who would be greatest,
amongst Jesus’' disciples there is required,
first, humility. Servant of all. This is the
second requirement,—service.

I1. The Greatness of the Child, 36, 37.

Vs. 36, 37. Took a child ; as the best repre-
sentative of those who need kindly service
and in serving whom true humility is shown,
because, in the eyes of most people, they are
so insignificant. Taken him in his arms ; to
picture how all whom the child represents
should be treated. Receive one of such chil-
dren ; in spite of their insignificance render-
ing to him the service he needs. In my name ;
so that the child receives the same considera~
tion as that which would be given to Christ.
Receiveth me ; identifies himself with me :
Jesus is our perfect example in humility and
service. Him that sent me; God. Itis when
we humble ourselves and spend ourselves in
serving others that we are most Godlike.

111, The Greatness of a Cup of Water, 38-

V. 38-40. Master ; “teacher.” One cast-
ing out devils ; doing the very kind of work
which Jesus was constantly doing. Jewish
exorcists, as those were called who professed
to be able to cast out evil spirits, usually con-
jured with some name, for example, Abraham
or Solomon ; this man used the name of
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Jesus, which implied some faith in ¢he
master’s worth and power. We forbad hip, -
told him repeatedly to desist, or, perhaps the
meaning is : “we tried to prevent him»
Followeth not us ; the reason of the prohibj.
tion. Forbid him not. Jesus put the matter
on the right footing. He said that no ope
could think so highly of him as to use his name
in performing a miracle and then turn royng
and speak evil of him. Not againat us ., for
us (Rev. Ver.). No one can at the same time
be an enemy and a friend of Jesus.

V. 41. Give you a cup of water. A simple
service surely and one which any one might
render. ‘Life,” says some one, “affords fey
opportunities of doing great services for
others, but there is scarcely an hour of the
day that does not afford us the opportunity
of performing some little, it may be unnoticed,
kindness.” Because ye are Christ's (Rey,
Ver.) ; to show friendliness to him. Sigy
not lose his reward. Christwillueetot.lm;
he will not remain in debt to one who does
the smallest service for him. If so simple
service as giving a cup of water is sure of its re.
ward, how much more the casting out of devils,

V. 42. Offend; Rev. Ver., “cause.,to .
stumble,” lead into temptation or put temp-
tation in another’s way. That belicve in me ;
and whom Jesus, therefore, reckons as belong-
ing to himself. Millstone; literally, “gg
millstone,” a millstone so large as to require
an ass for turning it. Such stones were much
larger and heavier than the stones of hand
mills. Cast into the sea. It was a Roman
punishment to drown criminals by tying s
large stone to the neck and throwing them
into the sea.

V. 43-50 continue the discourse of Jesus
to his disciples.

Light from the East

Sr. FraNcis THE SERVANT oF AuL—St
Francis was riding one day near Assisi, while
he was still perplexed as to the nature of his
future work, when suddenly he was starded
by a loathsome spectacle. A leper was seated '
by the roadside. For a moment he gave way
to natural horror, till he remembered that he
wanted to be Christ's soldier. Then he re
turned and dismounted, and went up to the
poor sufferer and, giving an alms, kissed
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i o wounded hand which received it,
lsotvrz;(iyi:hm hard-won victory, he rode on,
but when he looked back, tht?re was no beggar
to be seen ; and thereupon his heart was filled
with unutterable joy, for he knew t.lm't he had
geen the Lord. With the eyes of faith, with
the eyes with which angels see, as St. Antony
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said, he had indeed seen him. From that
time on, wherever he ~ent he had the eyes to
see “the poor man, Christ Jesus.” “When
thou seest & poor man, my brother,” so he
said to one of his followers, “an image of
Christ is set before thee. .And in the weak
behold the weakness which he took upon him.”

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
[Sze Sxerca Mar, Lusson 11

On the north shore of the Lake of Glli:lee
lay the beautiful Plain of Gennesaret, which
was about one mile broad and two 9nd a half
miles long. At the north of the plain, not far
from the shore of the lake, lie the ruins known
in modern times as Khan Minyeh. Two
miles nearer the entrance of the Jordan into
the lake are the ruins of Tell Hvm. These
cover a considerable extent of ground, half a
mile in length by a quarter in breadth, and
ghow that the houses of the town which stood
on this site were built of blocks of black
basalt. “A single public building of larger
gige (74 ft. 9 in. x 56 ft. 9 in.)was of white lime-
stone. This is commonly identified ‘with the
synagogue.” It has long been disputed
whether Khan Minyeh or Tell Hum repre-

sents the site of the ancient Capernaum. It
seems most likely that the advocates of Tell
Hum are right. Speaking of the large lime--
stone building mentioned above, Dr. Sanday
says : “St. Luke tells us that a centurion,
though a Gentile, had built the synagogue of
this place. Is it too sanguine to believe that
this was the very building the remains of
which are most conspicuous among the ruins ?
There appears to be good reason for the belief
that they are really the remains of a syna-
gogue. ‘A cemparison with similar buildings
elsewhere in Galilee brings out the distinctive
features of the ground plan, and the presence
of religious emblems seem to render this
probable.”

THE LESSON APPLIED

1. Jesus would not quench ambition in his
disciples. What he would do is to make them
ambitious for the right things. They wanted
high place. It was said of a famous British
statesman once, that he desired the crown
without the dust. The same thing might be
said of the disciples. But the sort of ambition
that desires high place for itself is a deadly
danger to the soul. Here is what Ruskin
says of it : “So far as you look for power to
command instead of to bless ; so long as the
hope before you is for supremacy instead of
love, and your desire to be greatest instead of
least, first instead of last; so long are you
serving the lord of all that is last and least,
the last enemy that shall be destroyed, death;
and you shall have death’s crown, with the
worm coiled in it, and death’s wages, with the
worm feeding on them.” And here is what
Lord Bacon says of it : “It is a strange desire
to seek power and to lose liberty ; or to seek
power over others, and to lose power over a
man’s self.”

2. It is no wonder that Jesus honored child-
hood. He found in the child a type of humil-
ity and a type of teachableness. But the
child is not only a type of these fundumental
virtues, he is also the very hope of the kingdom
of God on earth, We speak of children some-
times as the hope of their parents. They are
more than that ; they are the hopes of the
community, of the nation, of the kingdom of
God. The things which their elders failed to
do, may be achieved by them. The things
which their elders have begun more or less
successfully, may be carried to completion by
them. Their elders hand on the torch to
them. God sends them as reinforcemants in
the good fight of faith.

“Arouse ; our spirits may not droop |

These young ones fresh from heaven are;
Our God has sent another troop,
And means to carry on the war.”

3. Thesin of intolerance is sometimes found

in otherwise very excellent people. Indeed,
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it is a sin which must be most carefully
guarded against by those who are truly inter-
ested in religion. None of the apostles came
80 near to Jesus as the beloved John, and yet
it is John who, in our lesson, fell before this
temptation. Another John,—John Feble,
the author of the Christian Year—is described
by those who knew him as a man simple,
humble, pure and unworldly, and yet he could
be most intolerant. On one occasion when
he came to pay a call at a certain house, learn-
ing that one member of the family with whose
views of religion he did not agree, was at home,
he refused to enter, and remained sitting in
the porch.

& 4. Toset any young life astray is to involve
oneself in a terrible responsibility. Once a
nobleman who was an avowed atheist, was
going through the famous Wedgwood pot~
teries accompanied by the proprietor and a
young workman. The nobleman began to
speak most contemptously of religion. The
young man listened, became interested, and at
last burst out into a jeering laugh. Mr.
Wedgwood, a little later, showed his noble
visitor the process of making a fine vase.
When it was finished the nobleman held out
his hand to take it, when Wedgwood dashed
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it to the ground, shattering it to pieces. The
nobleman was very angry : “Nothing cap
restore it again.”  “No, my lord, and yo,
forget that the parents of that young y}mn
who has just left us, and all good influences
have been at work to make him a fit vesse] for
the master’s use, while you, with your toych
have undone the work of years.” ‘
an honest man,” was the reply.
thought of the effect of my words.”

5. The title of our lesson to-day is : Jesys
Rebukes Selfishriess. One of the worst forms
of selfishness is the sin of intemperance. It
is a peculiarly selfish sin because it works its
dire effects not only on the man who indulges
in it,—the effects upon him are bad enough—
but it reaches out to lay its hand on thoge
who are innocent. The vife of the drunkard
the children of the drunkard, suffer llllnge]"
and poverty and shame because he selfishly
puts his appetite before their good. Not only
his whole family, but the whole community
is the poorer because of his indulgence. There
is another consideration, too. What is to be
said of the man who persists in a habit which
too often leads those who have had no taste
for strong drink to fall victims to its evil
power ?

“ Y()U are
“I never

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS

Seek to get the setting of to-day’s lesson
before the class. Jesus has, for the second
time, plainly spoken of the fate which awaits
him at Jerusalem, ch.® :30-32. In view of
this solemn declaration, is it not somewhat
surprising to find the disciples engaged in such
a dispute as is recorded at the beginning of
our lesson ? Peter, James and John obeyed
Jesus’ injunction to keep silent about the
transfiguration (v. 10) ; but the other dis-
ciples may have resented the fact that Jesus
had taken these three with him when he went
up into the mountain. Discuss :

1. The greatness of humility, vs. 33-35.
Point out that the disciples had probably been
taking it for granted that Jesus had not been
paying any attention to the discussion which
they had been carrying on along the road.
How easy it is for us co forget that our conver-
sations are heard by the unseen companion of
the way. Question the class as to any reasons
why Christ did not ;ebuke them in the midst

of the dispute. While they were still in the
heat of their discussion, would they have been
as willing to listen to the quiet reasonableness
of Jesus as later on when their tempers had
cooled a bit ? Is there an important lesson
for us here in our relations to others ? It is
worth while pointing out that the disciples
were shamed into silence at the question of
Jesus. There is always hope for the man who
is ashamed of his sin.

Now call attention to the wonderful para-
dox of Jesus in regard to true greatness. Seek
to illustrate the truth of the paradox by illus-
trations from the lives of those who have been
great because they knew how to serve others.
Show how selfishness defeats itself in its at-
tempts at greatness.

2. A living parable, vs. 36, 37. Jesus often
told parables in order to enforce his teaching.
This time he uses a child as a sort of living
parable. What is the point of the parable?
The childlike spirit is the one which is in keep-
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ing with true greatness i'n .the kingd?m_ And
the humble, teachable spirit of t:he chx!d stands
as a type of the one who' described himself as
meek and lowly. Thn? i8 Wh}.' J(?sus can say
that to receive such a little child ir to receive
“hrist himself.

" 1:1;1 The spirit of intolc;ranfe., vs. 38-42”
Christ’s use of the expression “m. my name

in v. 37 reminds John of the incident which
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he proceeds to'relate. Make clear the prin-
ciple involved in Jesus’ rebuke. If & man is
actually producing results for Christ, are we
to condemn him because “he followeth not
with us?” (Luke 9:49.) In condemning
such a person, what terrible sin may we be
committing? (Seevs.41,42.) How does the
spirit of infolerance contradict Christ’s prin-
ciple of service ?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE IMTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

Quote the man who said that he would give
all that he possessed if he could find some
means of knowing what he oug}?t to do and
what he ought to say ; and remind the class
that in the teaching of Jesus.we hflve the
clearest light in the world to aid us m_these
matters. The more e take the teaching to
heart the fewer mistakes we shall fnake. In
this lesson we have a good illustration of how
the teaching of Jesus corrects some false con-
ceptions of life which we are prone to cherish.

1. Selfishness Rebuked, vs. 33-37. Ask one
of the scholars to describe the scene,—to tell
about the dispute, and about how ashamed
the disciples were of themselves when the
master questioned them about it. Note that
the way to silence many disputes is to bring
them to Jesus. His very presence makes
many seemingly great matters look pitifully
small and mean. Tell of two men in a con-
gregation who were at variance, whom the
minister invited to the manse to see if he
could settle the matter. After he had prayed
with them he asked them to state their case.
Instead of doing so one of them rose and, ap-
proaching his neighbor, held out his hand,
saying, ‘‘There is not much to tell, is there ?”
\\"hat had Jesus to say to the disciples ?
Self-secking is slavery : service is greatness.

2. Bigotry Condemned, vs. 38-40. What il-
lustration of bigotry have we here ? - How
does this spirit of intolerance manifest itself
in the world to-day ? Show how the War is

making the denominational bigotry of the
past impossible in the future. A Canadian
Baptist chaplain, & man of the finest type,
says that his being a Baptist did not count for
anything at the front. A man must be a
man, with the spirit of Christ in him,—that
was the only thing that counted. Note how
broadminded and large-hearted Jesus was.

3. Life Interpreted, vs. 41, 42, Everybody
cannot do what the world calls great deeds,
but everybody can do little deeds of kindness,
and these are very precious in God’s gight.
Some one has said that the lowest duty counts
as the highest in God’s sight, that the in-
timate and-homely things count most. This
is & most encouraging interpretation of life.
Note that God has eyes for little deeds of un-
kindness, as well as for little deeds of kindness.
It is an awful thing for a person to be alive
who takes pleasure in causing weak ones to
stumble and fall. A temperance application
of this part of the lesson may be made.

From the Home Study Quarterly and
Leaflet
For Discussion
1. Is it right to cherish a desire for great-
ness ?
2. Which is the more injurious to a good
cause, indifference or active opposition ?

Prove from Scripture
That service merits the highest honor.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

Refer to the natural desire to be great,—a
great soldier, missionary, business man, ete.
This lesson teaches us what is true greatness.

Ask why the disciples did not answer the
question of Jesus, vs. 33, 34. Picture the
walk along the road to Capernaum with Jesus

going on in front of his disciples, and their
discussion .of which was the greater arhong
them, provoked perhaps by the privilege
Peter, James and John had enjoyed on the
Mount of Transfiguration, which had made
the rest jealous. Jesus overheard parts of
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the discussion. When he asked them ahout
it, they were ashamed. At once they felt
that their discussion was not the sort of thing
Jesus liked. They felt that they had done
wrong. Develop th~ thought that there is no
better way of know.ng when we are acting in
a seifish and mean way than just by stopping
a raoment to ask ourselves, “Is this the sort
of thing Jesus would have me do ?”

Let a scholar read 1 Sam. 18 : 5-9. Show
that Saul was jealous of David, the slayer of
Goliath, because people praised him more
than they did the king. Saul wanted to be
first. Make reference to the men engaged in
the liquor traffic who are not willing to give it
up even though it hurts others, because they
make money out of it, because they put them-
selves first.

Picture Jesus sitting down and taking the
little lad of the house and fondliny, him, v. 36.
Show that he teaches the disciples that they
must be willing to give time to, and take pains
with, even such a small boy, in order to help
him, if they are going to be truly great, v. 37.
Tell the old story of the boys romping home
from school, along the street, and one of them
stopping to help an old lady across the street.
She had been standing on the curb afraid to
ventuw 3 because of the traffic. This is the
sort of action Jesus calls great. Ask for sug-
gestions of ways in which we may help others,
such as bringing younger boys and girls to
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Sunday School or helping our younger
brothers and sisters with their leasons,

Question as to why John was angry with
the unknown healer, v.38. The man djq
not belong to his band. Sometimes we do.
spiaenboyorgirlwhogoe-tolnotherSund.y
School than ours : whereas he or she may e
just as good and wise as we. Mary and Jape
had been good friends, but they quarreleq.
Then each said many mean things about the
other such as “stuck-up” and “selfish.” 1,
such ways, bring out the fact that one mark
of true greatness is the ability ‘o see greatnegs
in others, even when they d- not belong to
our “bunch” or our church, or .ven when they
and we have had differences.

From the Intermediate Quarterly and
Leaflet
SomeTHING TO Look Upr

1. “Whosoever shall not receive the king-
dom of God as a little child,” said Jesus,
“shall in no wise enter therein.” Where gre
these words found ?

2. Find a verse in Matt., ch. 18, aboyt
being humble and also one that ia very mych
like v. 37 of our lesson.

ANSWERS, Lesson IIL—(1) Luke 8 : 51;
Mark 14 : 33. (2) Matt. 3: 16, 17.

Prove from Scripture
That service merits the highest honor,

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

A Look Forward—Our lesson tells us about Jesus the mighty worker and a little child,
Lesson Thought—Teach the children that Jesus loves little ones.

Approach to the Lesson—Show

Y LOVES -

A5
5 Podin
Hewerds yoo

*“S'you FIRST" mét“ME FIRST”

CHILDREN —

a picture of Jesus and the chil-
dren. Recall what Jesus said
about the little ones. Repeat :
“Suffer the little children to
come unto me,” etc. How
lovingly Jesus took them in his
arms. Repeat :
“1 wish that his hand had been
placed on my head,
That his arms had been
thrown ayround me.
I wish I had heard his sweet
voice when he said,
‘Let the little ones come un-
wuﬁll




1918

Lesson—Our lesson tells us about another
time when Jesus took a little child in his arms
and told some big men that they must be
kind to the little ones.

Review—Recall the wonderful sight which
Peter, James and John saw on t.he m?u.nt.ain
top. When they came back again to join f.he
rest of the disciples they were feeling quite
proud to think that Jesus had chosen t.hem' to
gee him in his glory, and they began to think
they were better than the rest.

On the way home the disciples began to
quarrel amongst themselves about which of
them should be the greatest. They were
acting just as many children act.

True Greatness—Describe the scene in
Peter's house in Capernaum. Jesus and his
disciples were sitting talking together one
evening. Jesus asked them what they had
been quaireling about on the way. They
were ashamed to tell him, However, Jesus
knew all about it, so he gathered them around
him and told them if any of them wanted to
be greatest he must be willing to let others be
first.

Golden Tezi—Repeat Golden Text.

The children are all familiar with the *“me
first” spirit of the playground. We must
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change this to “you first.” (Tell a simple
story to illustrate.)

Jesus and the Little Child—Jesus called one
of the little children in that home and the
little one came running to him and climbed on
his knee. Jesus put his arms around the
child who snuggled up close to him while he
went on talking to his ditciples. (Show pic-
ture.) “You must be wlling to teach and
take care of the little children for my sake,”
Jesus said. He told them if they neglected
the little ones or allowed any harm to come
to them, God would punish them very severely.

Perhaps they were expecting that Jesus
would lell them of some great work they were
to do, and there he sat with a little child on
his knee, telling them if they want to please
him they must be kind and helpful to the
little children and teach them to know about
Jesus and love him. Sing verse 3, Hymn 514,
Book of Praise.

Show me the hande that are going to be
helping hands for Jesus’ sake because he loves
you so much. How can you help other <chil-
dren ?

Our Motto—Repeat, “We will be workers”
(print).

What the Lesson Teaches Me—Jusus Loves
Lrrrue ONgs.

FROM THE PLATFOR.T

ABOUT BEING FIRST

Begin by asking the scholars what the lesson is about. With a little patient and skilful
questioning, you will probably be able to arrive at the answer that it is ABouT BEING Fimer
(Print). Direct the conversation to some of the things in which the scholars strive to be first,
—in their lessons at school, in their games, in competitions of various sorts. Now ask who it
is that Jesus thinks is first of all. The Golden Text tells this. It is the one who is the “servant
of all” Ask about the work of a servant. This is .o help others. Lead the scholars to see
that the way, therefore, to be first in the estimation of Jesus,'is to he'n others in every possible
way. Ask about those mentioned in the lesson who are specially in need of help,—~the “chil-
dren.””  Make it clear that this term includes all who are in any way weaker or more ignorant
than we are. Impress the teaching that, if we would stand high in the opinion of Jesus, we
must always be ready to help such persons.
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We will mail to your address

us 10c. postage. postage is fo to be less than 10c.
t Douglas Fraser, Presbyterian Publicdtions, Toronto.

A distinctly readable and enlightening book
is Inside the Russian Revolution, by Rheta
Childe Dorr (The Macmillian Co., New York,
and Toronto, 243 pages, $1.50). Here we get
some real insight into what is actually going
on in Russia through a recital of incident after
incident ~hich came under the author’s vision
when she visited Russia as late as 1917. While
stoutly urging Russia’s need for sympathy and
help to grip herself, the author is under no
delusions as to the terrible ordeals throvgh
which Russia is likely to pass before she finally
attains true freedom. Indeed the purpose of
the book is just to present some adequate idea
of the anarchistic as well as constructive
forces with which any nation that is going to
stand by Russia must reckon. The author
went to {{ussiu. which she calls “ Topsy-Turvy
Land,” an ardent socialist. While the visit
by no means changed her principles, she came
home “with the clear conviction that the
world will have to wait a while before it can
establish any cooperative millennium,or before
it can safely hand over the work of govern-
ment to the man on the street.” The lesson
of the book for America is,—‘‘ Beginning with
the youngest children, we must contrive for
all children a system of education which will
create in the coming generation a thinking
working class, one which will accept the re-
spomsibility as well as demand power, and
into whose hands we can safely confide auth-
ority and destiny.”

Should a consistent Christian take the
sword i Germany ? Those who are
dist: by such a question will find help in
Militant America and Jesus Christ, A-
braham Mitria Ribbany (Houghton, Mifflin
Co., Boston and New York, Thos. Allen,
Toronto, 73 , 65¢.). Mr. Rihbany, who
is a Syrian by birth, and an American minister
of the gospel by choice, interprets the sayings
and actions of Jesus which have direct bearing
upon a man’s attitude to the War. As one
who knows the East, its manners and forms of
af)eech, he is able to clear ug some things about

esus’ life and work which are a mystery to
the average Western reader. This little book
constitutes a Christian call to the young men
of America to overthrow the armies of oppres-
sion, and it contains a word of consolation to
those whose loved ones have given all to pro-
secute the War against Germany.

book mentioned in the Teachers Monthly, on receipt of

balance will be returned to sender. Adm

Every one who wishes to keep abreast
the modern trend of religious Rlought anoé
effort, will find a fresh interpretation in A
Theology for the Social Gospel, by Walter
Rauschenbusch (The Macmillan (>"0 New
York and Toronto, 279 pages, $1.50). The
author himself says that ﬁis main purpose in
this book, “has been to show that the socig]
gospel is a vital part of the Christian concey.
tion of sin and salvation, and that any u-acﬁ.
ing on the sinful condition of the race and op
its redemption from evil which fails to do
justice to the social factors and processes in
sin and redemption, must be incomplete, yp.
real, and misleading. Also, since the socig]
gospel henceforth is to be an important part
of our Christian message, its chie?(():onvivtimm
must be embodied in these doctrines in some
organic form.” In other words, the author
seeks to present a doctrinal basis for the pre.
sent day effort to better social conditions,
While sym athetic with old statements of
Christian doctrine, he unhesitatingly shows
their insufficiency for this age. While hi
valuing such precious heritage as our beﬂ:ls
about sin, atonement, iuspiration, haptism,
the Lord’s Supper, he indicates how these may
be reinterpreted in light of the social message
of to-day, when autocracies and capitalism
are being weighed in the balance. The book
rcrmsents a timely effort to put the power of
religion into modern schemes of promoting
social righteousness. While the reader wonders
whether the author had p ly understood
the War and its issues, he will at least find the
volume serviceable in view of the undoubted
change that is coming into the life of demoe-
racy.

The Path of Glory, lgf: Joseph Hocking
(Hodder and Stoughton, Toronto, 315 pages,
75¢c.). Vietor, brought up in England as the
son of a retired British iral, learns of his
real father, an Armenian liberator. Fired by
an enthusiasm for the cause of his homeland
he goes to Armenia to rescue his relatives and
to help against the Germans and Turks. Ad-
venture follows adventure, in which over and
over again Victor barely escapes death at the
hands of his pursuing enemies. Twice he
helps the Russian armics,—the second time
by taking them the plans of the fortress of
szrum in the capture of which he takes
part. The destiny of a beautiful girl is en-
twined with that of the hero. Some idea is
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given of the brutal treatment of Armenian
refugees. The author says of this story,—
“It is more than a romance, and its descrip-
:iona'ue, as far as I could make them, true to
act.”

The False Faces, by L. J. Vance (McClel-
land, ild and Stewart, Torouto, 331
pr., $1.35). The Lone Wolf, once master thief,
who had baffled the police of two continents,
turns his hands against the Germans because
of their destruction of his home at Louvain.
After spending a time in Germmg, discover-
ing Teutonic secrets and plots, he makes a
daring crossing of no man’s land to the British
Army. Amvmﬁ in London he is given a
mission to the United States by the British
Secret Service. But the agents of Berlin are
watching him closely and there follows a series
of thrilling adventures into which enters a
beautiful woman. Captured by a German
submarine, he escapes after deltmy.i;l? the
vessel. New York seems no more for
him than Germany itself ; but eventually he
achieves his and crushes the i
spy system in the United States.

Another novel by a Canadian, with Cana-
dian atmo?rl;ere and ing, is Willow the
me hie P. McKishnie (Houghton,
MifHi ., Boston ; Thos. Allen, Toronto,
$1.50). This is a tale with action and excite-
ment, the scenes of which are laid among the
soughing pines of the northern woods. The
hero is a young fellow who I s had his strength
sapped in the fcity: a.nd :bq dete;mbig&aa to
regain peace of mind and vigor o y in
outdoor life. Incidentally he makes money
from an animal e from which he gains
a knowl of the wild creatures of the bush
that in i is interesting. His fortune is not
made without thril'ing struggles against an evil
g.nqoltnppensn. poachers ; and into it

upid enters, with his genius for giving pain
followed by bliss.

In Carolyn of the Corners, by Ruth Belmore
Endicott d, Mead and mp.ngr, New
York, McClelland, Goodchild and Stewart,
Toronto, 318 pages, $1.35 net), the heroine,

i holds the heart of
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forms a story told with rare charm.
Carolyn’s father and mother were notﬁf-om
when the Dunraven went down, and, gt
(lzllooe of th: _ule,geum. irl can say, )"
G Sy 1 S (e weeld
Th of Lewis
Roland Pertwee (McClelland, Goodchild 4
Stewart, 332 pages, $1.50 net ,de.é','él:'ﬁ
::Z;mumohoonno::mof uddhas, ruby.
ack eggshell, Khang-| old b
pictures. The hero of the i8 ,ﬁm
gentleman whose versatility and quick g,
cernment provide constant surprises for the
reader. ffering from the ¢ novel
that it has no plot into which ifs var -
episodes fit, Mr. Pertwee’s book really ooy,
distinct tales, ‘:cuh complete ip

whom the author has 8 real cmatmg

modern fiction,

The U.P. Trail, by Zane G: Harper
Brothers, New York, Mu-onrg)o ()omp::,d
Toronto, 409 $1.50), is a story by 4
vivid writer of the Wild West at perhaps itg
wildest epoch, when the Union Paciﬁc‘aﬂ.
way, the first iron trail over the Rockies and
down to the Pacific, was being ed through
It is by no means a smooth ime
and place were by no means smooth, It g of
a rough, frontier life, of gold seekers, pioneer
railway builders, lurﬁng savage Indiang,
and “open” towns. But the story is vividly
told, and there is 8o much of the noble in eyen

It is an altogether charming face that looks
tispiece

out from the fron

of Dr
Mitchell of R
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To the Lover

of children, the CRADLE ROLL will mean much.

Every baby has a right to the environment which will promote in him a
“clean heart and a right spirit.

Ja many ways, the CRADLE ROLL is considered the most i t
Depariment in the Sunday School. It sets the parents thinking Y of
the spiritual welfare of the child. Often parents are brought into the Church
through this department’s influence. Altogether the atmosphere of the home
is raised to a higher plane.

HAVE YOU A CRADLE ROLL DEPARTMENT ?

Special $1.00 Cradle Roll Outfit
for Schools who are Organizing
a Cradle Roll Department

1 *Made in Canada " Cradle Roll.......... 9 50
12 Application Cardas. 10
12 Cradle Roll Certificates (for presenta-
ﬂutopuunhwbeno:bo baby's
name is placed on the Roll)............ 35
1 Cradle Roll Birthday Book (for keep-
ing record of t‘o Binl(a'du' by

(VY T — g o daan 15

2 Cradle Roll Leaflets—How Orpn-
boudCuryunhWork lrn

.....l"l

Our Smhl Price, $1.00, postpaid
P.S.—The week comimencing May 5

No. 700—Size 10 x 1334 inches
NEW CRADLE ROLL CERTIFICATE

A new design printed in soft delicate colors
on water-color stock, by the 'new aqunr:ile

s, which gives such beautiful results.
%o udomuhly describe the

?resbaﬁ:rmu

has been set apart as Children’s
Week. This includes the Cradle
Roll. Workers among the little
ones will receive new inspiration

for the opportunities operied up.
Be ready.

Publications

ligatiion of the
in @umaden
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The Teachers Monthly

MOTHERS’ DAY

“ALL HONOR
WHERE HONOR IS DUE”
Sunday, May 12th, is Mothers’ Day.
Every Church and Sunday School should have a
Special Service to honor mothers. The supplies listed
here are just what is needed for a successful service. A

OUR MOTHERS
A Service for Mothers’ Day

We issue a special service for Mothers’ Day,

speclally prepared for use in our Canadian Sun.
day Schools and Churches. Four-page leaflet ;

front page a beautiful new carnation design. It
contains appropriate hymns, responsive readings,
and well chosen recitations. May be used in the
Church, Sunday School, or Young People’s
Society.
Price, 20c. per doz.; $1.50 per 100, postpaid.

WHITE CARNATION
CELLULOID BUTTONS

Appropriate to distribute to the mothers at the
Service as a souvenir, or may be given to the
s boys and girls the Sunday before to advertise
| 3 b Mothers’ Day.

e s . Price, $2.00 per 100, postpaid.

TO GET THE MOTHERS
TO ATTEND THE
SPECIAL SERVICE

Send them an attractive post card,
with beautifully designed, printed and
embossed sprays of curnations. We
supply these splendid Mothers’ Day

Post Cards with a special printed

invitation.

Price, $1.00 per 100, postpaid.

Order early and avoid disappoint-
ment through delivery congestion.

Wresbwtman Publications

rd of HPmﬂvﬂncaﬁﬁnm of the

m M&
CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS. TORONTO

Please mention Tur Tracusrs MoNTRLY when writing to advertisers




Among the Books

The first cost of your tea
by no means represents its
value. Low priced teas

sold in bulk, are poor and dusty, conse~
quently they yield far fewer cups than
will a pound of genuine “Salada”. Five
cups of delicious “Salada’™ can be made
for a cent and its fragrance is due to
the freshness and cleanliness of the leaf.

"SALADA

T XA P
BLACK, MIXED AND GREEN

ing in eleven years (the end came then from
diphtheria ce ght from a patient) of a great
missionary hospital in the face of all sorts of
obstacles. It sparkles everywhere with humor.
Every Sunday School and missionary library
should have a copy of this book. The girls
will be enthusiastic over it.

A book which will prove very helpful to
Bible students is The Prophets of the Old
Testament, by Alex. R. Gordon, D.Litt., D.D.
(Hodder and Stoughton, Toronto, 352 pages,
$1.50). Canadians will be specially inter-
ested in this volume. For the author is Pro-
fessor of Hebrew, MecGill University, and of
Old Testament Literature and ifx?ems.
Presbyterian College, Montreal ; and the
volume belongs to The Canadian Library of
Religious Literature, which is an attempt to
make a distinctively Canadian contribution
to the thought of the day. The evolution of
prophecy, “‘from its first morning beams till
the light disappears in the long flush of a;
alypse,” is clearly traced. The bool
distinctly constructive, rather than critical.
It gathers up what information about the
prophets recent research has to give, and pre-
sents it all in such a way as to make it a real
aid to devotion. The prophets are flesh and
blood realities struggling with the sins of their
day, which in many ways were not unlike our
own. An outstanding feature of the book is

the way in which the very words of the pro-
phets have been rendered into English. Not
only does Dr. Gordon make some obscure
verses clear, but he arranges the prophets’
speech so as to indicate something of the
poetry and rhythm in which it was originally
written. He lets the prophets speak for
themselves.

It is significant that a teacher in a secular
school should write A Parent’s Job (The
Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago, 227

es, $1.00 net). The author of this book is
umbus N. Millard, formerly Assistant
Superintendent of Schools, Buffalo, N.Y., and "
now Master of Grammar School in the same
city. This expert educator, in a few caustic
words, shows how the idol of examination
tages must be sent to the scrap heap
more teacher and parent, working together,
can do the best for the child and the grow'mﬁ
boy and girl. The development in the pupi
of habits of address, of work, of health
and of character,—such development is of
vastly greater importance than getting one
per cent. more in an examination, which is,
after all, often more than anything else, a
test of memory. In the task of developing
these habits the parent and the teacher can
come together as they cannot in the business
of pre the pupil for a written examina-~
tion. the parent must cooperate with
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the teachers if the best results are to be
secured in the way of preparedness for the
actual work and conflict of life. Mr. Millard
is not content with generalities, but goes into
particulars, showing fun how, in the various

, parents and teachers
mt:{ do team work in the training of the child
and pupil. It is not too frequently that one
happens on a book fuller of wise, practical
advice to parents, presented with rare tact
and persuasiveness.

Rel.itious Education and American Demo-
cracy, by Walter Scott Athearn, Professor of
Religious Education in Boston University
(The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago, 394
pages, $1.50, postage 12 cents), subjects to
searching criticism the various agencies at
work for the religious education of the
American people. the case of each of
these agencies a full analysis of its methods
and plans is followed by a reasoned estimate
of its advantages and disadvantages as an
instrument for the furtherance of education
in religion. A complete survey is made of
the present situation, and current movements
are tested by the standard of well established
educational principles. There is more, to be
sure, in Professor Athearn’s book than negative
criticism of existing agencies and institutions
and mov:ments ; there is the setting forth,
as well, o’ a constructive programme. Most

April, 1918

readers will sometimes find themselves differ.
ing with the author’s conclusions, and chg].
lengi.nf even the correctness of his analygjg:
but all will agree that he has made a valuable
contribution towards the solution of tpe
roblem of how, in a demoeratic communit
in which all teaching of religion is pract; ):
excluded from tax supported schools ang
colleges, adequate provision can be made for
the religious education of the people.

“Nowhere is the tender side of Payy
nature better shown. .his delicacy, his coyp.
tesy, his elevation of his ingepe ndence,
his mysticism, his spiritual passion,” than jp
the letter to the Philippians. A series of
lectures on this epistle, delivered before
various assemblies, 18 q}ven to us in Paylg
{;;{)in Christ, by A. T. Robertson, M A,

.D.; LL.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co,, New
York, 265 gﬁg&ﬂ, $1.25). The author, gy
expert in New Testament ecriticism, and
using the Greek text as a basis, gives a popular
and helpful interpretation that is adapted to
the needs of the busy, practical persop,
Teachers, preachers and students will find
the book serviceable. Professor Robertsop
takes us into the holy of holies of Paul’s life in
Christ and discovers to us.the ap stle's joy
not only in life but also in death—““a m
sorely needed by many stricken hearts during
these dreadful days of War.”

CHILDHOOD BIBLE STORIES

byferian bications
b oy s
Presbigerian in @uanad

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS.TORONTO

make ideal gifts or
rewards

This series of Bible
Stories for little folks is
entirely new. Each book
contains twelve simply
written stories, with a
beautiful colored full-page
illustration for each story,
The titles are :

Series 3. Part 1—
Creator and Saviour,

Series 3. Part 2—
Protector and Guide.

Series 3. Part 3—
Qod’s House and
Worship.

Series 3. Part 4—
Prophet and King.

Size 5} x 6%,
32 pages.

Price, 15¢c. each,
8 +  postpaid.
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