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The Teaching of the Universalist Church^:

A LECTUEE
DEliltERfeD MAY 22nd, 1874,
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m fax, by Rev. A S DesBrisay, of Windsor, on " Universalism "
At the close of that lecture the wish was expressed by sey^gentlemen present that the subject migfit be presented from fte.Dn.versal,st rtandpoint In response t„ that ,rish this lectZ™
and local aUusions to be found in the lecture.

It is now ^riiitea At the requM of mmj perrons who beard it.While .tcontams nothing that will be new to any who hold the&.th It defends it i. hoped that readers not acquainted with heteachmg of the tJnirersaUst Church, will find in it a not i^ or^ct^tejnent of that te«,hing. If it shall lead any reader to aZZ
^L^^^ '"T"!"""

of "« 8«.»nds upon which the Univer
«ahst faith IS based, the author wiU not regret having given hi.consent to its nubljeiitoo..,,
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liAmiA AND Oentlembn,--

1 thank you for the opportunity your presence gives me, to speak
to you of the Ohurcli I love, and the Faith which id my inspiratiok

and strength. It has been a question with me hbw I could best
'

meet the expectation with which you have come helre to-nighf

:

whether to attempt to review in detail the dniicisms ttiade' upon ^

the Universalist belief in the lecture deUvcred here the othef
evening, or to moke a positive and independent ,statement of the

|

grounds upon which we base that belief—noticing those criticisms
,

incidentally as they tonch my argument—and leave you to. com-
pare the two views, asd judge between them as jk)u will. I have ^
finally decided to adopt the latter course, both because thipking jii'^

will be most satisfactory to you, and because it it most congenial
|

to me—not leading to the personal rc$iee^nji„(t^l^ w t^Q Qpuft
,

case, wouH be.almost unaivoidable. r.iifiM n f wV . ,^i <
,f .„i

I'hQre is no need to say that the church caj|^ tfniyersalist §b
,

small in comparison with the; other leading churches of CWisten-
-'

dom, though, if this had anytlung-to dfo witli. the truth of ite
^

teachings, { think it could be « satisfactorily explained. But it is
^

proper tp say in answer to the c^aripe that l^ii^ Church " does no
,

positive Christ^ work"—"has no spiritual power'*—^'^ lives i^n
controversial excitement:"-^in,answer to this charge it is proper (q ^
tell you that this little comply, numbering about 180,000 soula^ '.i

hold consecrated to religious uses church- property amouBtin|^ |q,^j

$8^00,000; that they, employ about seven hiju^iared minister^; ,

sustain five weekly religious journals, two semi-monthlies, one
;]

monthly, and 9pe qioarterly. They have endowed an4 n^ainia^ ^
five Colleges, seven Academies, and two Theologiof^ Scl^jNDlf: v,

em^dpyingsuinetyteight instructors, owningiproperty to the ya^nffft
two and a half million dollars, and having; twelve hundtjed C|tw4i?ni||. >

,

And, asking you alsp to j^et^r iu n^nd tluit tl^isjif a bof(y wh^ch,]b^
had separate and independent exisjljepce less U^ a hundred^^^fa,

^

I submit that a Qhnrch of this si^ ^d, age i)jf)ii<^ give^ the ^pjipld
\

these proofs of its vitality, ai^d loiya% to Chpstbp, duty, Uit^rmff^
^

when it is deserij^ as ** hatYiog |>Q power," ^pjqi a« ^* P^'^ Wp?fi >

n^ations." .
., ^ f.

iSeveaty yean|< ago thifi Q^urch* tt^n Qiu<^ smaller ^ian^a«i,^
published its " Confession of Faitli," which remains unchanged—

S^S^^o



the only authorized and authoritative declaration of its doctrine.

That Confession is in these words

:

I « We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New

Testaments contain a revelation of the character of God, and of the

duty, interest, and final destination of mankind.

II.
« We believe that there is one God, ^hose nature is Love,

rftvealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spint of Grace,

X will finaUy restore the whole family of mankind to hoUnesp

and happiness. ^
, . .

IJT « We believe tJJiat holipe^s a^d true happiness are inw;,
ab?^onncS^M^d.t^^believerso^ghttobe cjwreful tp maintain

^aSd^fe good^works, for ihe«e things mm^f^im,
fitjw^^^men." CA4opte4 A.D. 180a.] . .-.; . ^ dh .;

Tfi 8D«akin(r to you of the Teaching of the Universalist Churoh,

I Sk^Se myself to what is peculiar and distmotive m that

^'M^&stians assert their belief that th« ? HolT Scriptures of

the 'Ofa and 'New Testaments contein a revelation of the character

nf^ttod ind of the duty, interest, and final destin.ition of nian-

t!nd^' in beliete "tfc is one God, whose nature is Love,

r^Ld in one Lord Jesus Christ;" all agree « that believers

Rol need not dwell upon these points m the Univerwfist teacning.

TheTSe^oipeculiXthat 8y*rtem,but are held In Jommou l^

Sl'tos^^^sciples: And although it is not so clear that a^^^^

nelkbKgree with in asserting that " lioll°««?,^«^,i~%*^*^^^^

SSi dr^iiSeparably conhe(^t6d," it is not of that «>»*
J
T^

SiS^ to sp^^ Istand here rWher to speak to you ofthat idea

'^JfV L«^« *^!i rifime to the Universalist Church, the belief that

In^Jk^S" toW before yo some of our reasons for holdiiig;

SnlSStks;A ask your patient and thoughttul examiWj-

?btf^t3 «i^^^^^^ In ibe'firt* place IUsk Jou to note car^Uy

tiiTeiapii^bns^of this statement, and noi cbiifound it with an,

•'^S^iT^J^ ^iU finally restore ^^^^,
""^^^^i^lt^ S^IS'^ersalist Church^^es^

faiM td te«^ch this. WeaQiM^tei^,
b->d:'iUUi
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ference in Qod's treatment of good and bad, but in the strongast

terms we say the reverse ot this. But we do say that we believe

God will finallv change all the bad into good ; bring them ui)to

obedience to Himself; restore them to holiness, and thu$ to

happiuesis. <> ji; irci i m>-nM
'

. , 'i

It is here thftt Vre part oMapany wi4h our brethron of okher

Churches. This is the poi|it at issue between ui and thfUQ*

Again I ask you not to mistake that point. There is w question

as to the tendency, or the evil consequences, of bad, unfaitb&ii

living.

The question is—^whether God's loving-kindnefls 1$ over all J)is

works, and whether his mercy endures for ever. The C*tholio

says that the bliss of Heaven is only for those wh6 die io' the bosom
of the Roman Church ; the Calvlnist, that- it is for a number "so

certain and definite, ttliat it cannot be either increased or dim^n-

ished-^hosen by God before the fQiindat»on of the world wasli^i"
and that '^ the rest of mankind God wa» ploai^d to passibv, aftd to

ordain to dishonor and wrath ;" the Methodist,, that Hoaven is

freely offered to aill, but some failing tofoookpfy witjhthe oon4Hi9Vis«

will perish everlastingly; the Uittiversalilit, agreeing .with the

Methodist that God has prdvided Heaven for aJU his children, gpes

Alrther by affirming that all will gnally comj^ly with the eooditions,

and experience) its joys. , X pro<9eed to indicate the grounds upon
which this faith rests. As Christians we base it upon the refela-

tion of the nature of God, contained in the Christian ^ripturea^r-

and in finding out what that revelation is, we acknowledge no other

authority than the reason the good God has given us. 1$ this |* G«lr-

man Rationalism?" In one sense it is, for it is the rationalism of

which the great German, Luther, was the fearletechampAon* <We
make Reason, the interpreter of God'w, word—are we to understand

that any Protestant iChoibtians . acknowledge another?; I eonfess

my inability to comprehend the mental state o£ the oAn who stands
before his fellows and rettmru agaihst the use of Reason in hiatl^
of R^igion. .17 .

f, The bare factof a Revelation, implies both a Reveaier, $nd those

capable of uiuierstanding what is revealed. And. surely the capifr

city to understand involves the right ta examine and decide wh4t

Hhe teaching of the Retelation, is. UnirersaUsts claim to be lo^al

to this principle. Affirming that (he Christiaa Scriptfifeis fViQ<^Pr

tain a revelatioa of the ciianioter of jGkid^ aiidiof the dttty, intdiliesi,

and final destioiition of mankind,'' they hold U mian'a duty to &nd
out, through reason, what that revelation is. NoWf:is theieiai^j

need for me to prove, on the authority^ »f the ^erii^ures^ithidi Qo9
is Love, or that he loves mankind Witti an affipotion so deisp ttnd

pure, that we cannot even mensure its extent or its eAdarane^^?

Men sneer at us for insisting upon this, but certainly it is the test^
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mouy of the whole New Testament. Jesus represents God's love

ae infinitely mo^e GompaMionata and lasting than that of the most

fldthful human parent. Paul declares, in the most emphatic lan-

guage, that nothing can separate us from that lore ; while John

holds it so certain that this is a complete description of Deity, that

he writes : " Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth

Gbd. He that lovQth not, knoweth not God, for God is love."

Again : " He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in

him.*' Now we say, if this be the true estimate of God, he will

always desire and seek the good of all his children. The love of a

human mother would not be content with doing less than this; and

because Gk)d's love is greater than mother-love, we are sure he will

never cease to do all he can to win back the most wayward and

vicious of his children to obedience and peace. Is not the relation

of fatherhood a continual pledge of this? Is the love of our

Heavenly Father of that feeble and uncertain type which disowns

«tnd curses the disobedient son—as our brother declared the other

ligttt ? Is it not rather the love that endureth for ever ; which

idver leaves nor forsakes us ; which outlasts all unfaithfulness, and

i\\ ingratitude, and 7i«ver fails? Surely this in the estimate of

fesuB Ohrist. Accordibg to him, God is the Father, whose longing

3ye always watches the road the prodigal son has taken, and who
goes forth to meet him a long way off as he comes back. We
cannot doubt that love like this will always employ itself in

redemptive work, ae long as there are any to redeem. And
believing: that God is' thus seeking the redemption of all liis chil-

dren from sin, we believe also that he will not fail in his work,

because his power is infinite. " He doeth according to his will in

I the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth."

Will you consider, friends, how much is involved in the fact that

' God's moral sovereignty in the univei-se is as truly absolute and

supreme as his physical dominion ?" Would you have Scripture

proof that this w a fact? Take these sentences: "The king's

heart i» in the hind of the Lord as the rivws of water : he turneth

it withersoever he will."—" It is God who worketh in you both to

will and to do of his good pleasure."—" There are diversities of

gifts, but the same spirit : and there are diversities of operations,

but it is the same God who worketh all in all."

—

^* No man can

'come unto me except it were given him of my Father."—" I will

put my Spirit witMn yott, and cause you to walk in my statutes."

"We are bound to give thanks to God alway for you, brethren,

'beloved of the liord, because God hath from the beginning chosen

-you to salvation."

^ * Now, if such langa«ge as this means anything, it must be that
" God has as complete control of the souls he has quickened as of

the plftnets he has made/' Not that he governs men and planets

1



by the same laws, of course, but that he rales them both neverthe-

less. Yes, I dp say that " it is as impossible for a soul to escape

from God's control, a^d successfully withs^nd Bis power, as for a

star to resist the laws under which God has pUiOed it." Ouly ^^e

soul and the star be|ng different, |re under dU{9rent laws, that is

all. God's goverpmont of man we deaoribt by tije word moralf of

natural things by the word phymaL. The difiarence is radical, but

the authority is real and absolute in both cases. He is still gjovernor

of both. As the planet cannot thwart the purpose for which God

created it, so neither can man. Only morid government, is not

enforced by physical, force. Man has will, he haa power ol choice

;

in other words God rules him through motives, " causing " him to

chose as he will. Human freedom can mean nothing contrary to

this. Whatever we may say Christianity teachea that man is

God's moral subject. He is not free to make Gpd powerless by

frustrating his designs. The truth of God's existence involves his

absolute sovereignty, for if he be not ruler, he is not God. No
theory of human freedom can stand which ignores or denies this.

Our freedom only mean^ that God will Bev^r comi>el our obedience

by the use of physical force. But for all that, in ten thousand

subtle ways " he worketh in us to w"^ and to do of his good plea-

sure." " No man can come unto me except the F^Uher who hath

sent me draw him," is Christ's emphatic declaration. But om
tw-other who addressed us the other night says, t9 ijaaintain this

is to deny man's "free agency." Well^I do not hold myself re-

sponsible for that, I do not undertake to save any man'f pet

notions of "free agepoy" if they contradict thia fundamental

truth—not of Christianitv alone—but of all possible religion. To
dethrone God is equiv^ent to denying his existence, an4 makes

worship an impossibilily.. I maintain the doctrine of Go4's moral

sovereignty on what seems to me good ftuthority. I give you the

plain words of Christ himself. I point you to many declarations of

the truth throughout the Bible. But I dp not think there is any-

thing inconsistent with a true estimate of human freedom in those

declarations. ,

At Windsor, the other night, our friend could not see the fqrce

of a passage which I quoted from John Wesley, bearing upon this

point. Perhaps you will. I suppose no ope doubts that Wesley

believed in human . freedom ; he succeeded in making himself

pretty well un^ierstopd onthat sul^ect. ,1 quote his words to show

that he declared alsoi the supremapy of God's luoral dominion.

,
Sere is what he say?): " There seenss .to be * plain and simple way

of removing this di^oulty without entangling ourselves in any

suhtle metaphysical d^uisition. As GocT is Cjne, so the work of

God is uniform in «dl ages, May we not then conceive how he

,,wal work on the souls of men in time to come, by considering how
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he dbes #otk how, and how he has wrought In times past ? Tate
ttfciB itaitaiicid of ^is iii which yott canh6t°bb deiseived. You know
httW God wfotight in yottr own soul. He did i\6t take a^ir Vour
tLhaferttanding, "btit en%htened and itrentfthened it. Ho dij not
destrby fi(ny of ykjttr^ffcxitiohs, tother they fidre m6re Vigorous ttitfn

hemfe. LeaJit^bf all did he take away your lift^tty—your power bf
iiWoiinggobd atnd'Ml; he did not force ybh,'btit,heing assisted by
hi^ gi*Ce, you, Kite ITary, chose the bettet part. NOw, in the ^nie

' li£iliin^Q6r is Ck)d hkls cbiitcirted so many to hiiiis^lf Without dc^rby-
i% iheir libdrty,he'can'urtddubtedly coiivfertWhoJe natloris, br the
Whole ^orld. It U as tdcsv for him to dinkeri a v/dtM as <wie

Bete then, It 'inibihs to nie, we have iabttiiai^t ^unds fdr ti con-
cltisioh. God's love is dttch that he db9Jiirts,' ^urpbs^s, and wofks
to bring all his cire*i1fdrfes intb bbedien<ie and oonsectuent blessCd-
iieafe ; he has pbwer to do « abcording to his Will." In ^lie forcible
Words Of Wbsley, "It tSAS easyj^or^h^m to coNVfiaT a wOrld as
otrtsliiDlVliytfAL^tttiii." Oinnipotence Wbricihg for a cbrtain dnd—
Who can doubt the result? Bet us riot deceive ourfeelv^?. tf
God's rederiaiJtive Woi^k stbps short of ihe purification of kllhk
tinildr6n-4f it Cbifees With the f'Cforbdaition of soine, and the over-
thtioW arid impridbhmfent bf the refet. the rbsult pMves not Gbd's
d^itoipbtenee, but his wCaknbss ; for it implies that there is some-
tWri^ Which he clBtrinot do. Unqu6^ioniibly'the abandbnment bf'a
sbifl to ia' cttrtditftin of Hojiele^s and ceaseless sin, its consignment
to the tegioris of dai*kriess aiid de^ir, is a confession that that
sbttl's'redetoiJtibn is friipbs^ible. The Hell IHat is painted in ^tlch
lurid ccWiis 'is ri^ft^ttaaiV, if dt ill, beciiusc all' souls cannot be riuri-

Sm mih their sirifulness. If any must be Shht up in that
aWfUl piribon-jhoiisb to iJo biit no riibi^ -for ever, it'iscertdinly those
Who cannot 'be tecfl^iriied to a life of truth and goodness : ^hd if
ihiste tite sttch, God's riioral poiwer is not iriffpite but riiriitbd.

Bdjar'iri miridtWrft all We cMin in Asserting ^e absoldte certainty
of hri^isin ^^ed^iription, is that the same il-edCemirig agencies thit
are now in active operation shall continue till their work is 'Jolife.

Thei*e is surdy no 'danger- th^t Wb shall expect too much of Omni-
Tpoterit Lore. Nbt bniy is the inferejice clear and tinavbidable that
it initst coriq[tier«ilictoeriiifes,but all the Janalo^bs of our CxpeHeriee
^trtngthen the'corivifetibri. May not the influence which destwyed
higotry in Sattl of Tilr^us, and 'made him the most tolerant reli-

^ibriist of his time, bte r^sonably expected to conquer bigotry fn
iii^man, and'iriftll men? May not the influence which diang^d
the cowardice knd MthfesSneiss of Peter into bartyr courage arid
devotion, jdfetly he cbriflded ih as able to fill With courage and con-
seci^tion any arid «l ideri Who shall be iria<te to feel its rioWbr?
May not the influence Which sent Judas to his death heart-brttkbn



"ivith his treasbh, bq safi^iy' tfu^tfed with tUe reil(i4ii)tipn 6f any aiid

all traitors? Is tt tob'miich to WlieVe that the influence which
transformed iA.ti)^8tine froip the vi'dioutf rake into the nbble, virtu-

ous man , is equal to 'the skiiie tirork ih all iueti' of like §ins ? ^s

that influbiice Which (ihiiigiBd Mary ifag^alenp into the pure,
saintly woiiian, t6o"Weiak to reWh anaici^e ahy and all of her lalfeii

sisters ? (Jertairily it! would h4 hAtd to find a worse perversion! of

the trUe Uses ahd ends bf life, a viler degradation ifind slavery ^lian

that which these ptdr^diis ^epifesent, and from which they ^eye
'%scued ; and it is hard to coli'ceive liow we could have stronger
evidence of the c<i^}M^)i^ ^bV^r of Gocl*s love tlian is ^iyen us in

their rederiaption. Nor is iiiis all. Do we not constantly see

Christianity reclaimiHg t]ie toost atpiect' slaves Of Vice iahd sin, aftd

awakening in thehi the life of I'lghteoushess anl love ? It seems to

be His method of i-^bukiAg bur faintheartedness 'and la^sk, of faith

in 'Him, and the liiWh delSdny bit biir race/tb take those whom we
give bver to sens\iMiii ahd depravity, and make them wortjiy
tbipples of Oharity, Htillriess, and^mth.

.

i.

Can we fbrget the )fedyiiai)tibii of iJbiiii B. Goii^h, and can we
doubt the ^bWer bf tliit ajril tvhifih liftcid hinfi oiit Qthis druij^en
diSgradatibn and mkde Mm 'the blessing; jie is to liis age j? Njiy
nibre ; have we hot knbwii'whole tribes of the rudest savages trai^-

formed into men'tihdei: thb influence 'of'these agencies through
which God is elver jafebbiiiplifehliig th^ salvation of l^is children ?

And are we not jia'stifibd in " hbpilig ifiill thiiigs " froni the power of
ihat Love whb^e abbiev^mentis a^e sbgigaiitic and njeasureless? ,

But there are some who j)i^ef'er ,tp;think of Cfod's ^stice rsither

than his fathbriy affectton. ' Oiir friehii the btlie,r night li^^^^^

a fundamerital ei'rbr bf the 'Universiali^t idea, that it j-epresopts

Him as all IbVe/and to uyeihisoWh words. " cbnc^trates thought
Upon his Fatherhood." A ' striaftge criticism this to qon^e jp-bufi a
ChHstian sourbe ! Why 't^bt concentrate thbught pn Qbd's Fatlie;--

hood ? "'Shbw'Ufe the Fflith'br'aiid it sUfliceth us/',W^^% ^^l^^
the early discii)le j' Hhi^ been the cry ofjhe vbrid ever since naan
has lived. Arid Who Will say that Je^us did pptaim to conceptrale
mens' thought tijjon the E'atherhobd of God ? Of whom did he
speak? To whom did j^e teach men tj;? pray? What was his

estimate of God'is care ? " Yotir Fat^eir khoWeth wljat things ye
have need of before ye ii^khiiiL" Arid men say it is *' absurd" to

co^are God's relatibri to us to huma^ fatl^erhbod

!

,

Well, if this is true, it is nipst uufortunite, hot bnty for tTniver-

sailists, biit for tbe'fburidbr of Clii^stjariity ais well, for lie was most
emphatic in ^eafchtiig'bi^ disciples to iriake 'me comparison. Slia^ll

he be convicted of absurdity because he said, " If ye, befrig evil,

know how t-b c^Ve otysA dife urito your cliildren- how much more
shall your fti'ther, who is iri h^aVbn, gi\^e good thirigs to theria that
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ask him ?" I am glad to bear witness to this much of truth in our
brother's description of the position of the Universalist Church.
We do represent God as aU Love. We do " concentrate thought
upon his Fatherhood.** We teach that his government is altogether
paternal, and we think that we are loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ
in taking this ground. But it is not, therefore, fair to say that the
Universalist esiimate takes away from God the element of Justice.

On the contrary, we contend that J«cau»« he is just our estimate
must be the true oiie ; and one oif the plainest inconsistencies :|n

our brother*s argument the other night was in saying that we
" take away ''justice ft-om God, while at the same time he admitted
that we reject the notion of eternal punishment as unjust, because
disproportionate to human guilt. If we take this ground, surely
we assume God's^fusti'ce instead of denying or ignoring it.

And we do take this ground. In the, most positive terms we
declare that all God's ways are just. But we think that men make
a most disastrous and uncalled for mistake in assuming that the

Justice of God is something separate from, and antagonistic to. Love.
Where got they this idea,? Not from the Gospel surely! It is

Efaid not that €iod gave his Son because he is just, but because he
hyed the w6rld. Wq,s thie gift, tjierefore, contrary to Justice?
"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up /or m« all,
how shall he not with him also give us all things ?" Paul said

—

" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come^ nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Why say that Justice
does what Paul depkred could not be done ? Love is the Chris-

tian synonyme foi' God, the word chosen to express his whole nature.
Justice is that LoVe doing its work—ruling the universe. To be
just mubt one bie unloving ? Can God be just only by hating those
who transgress his laws ? This seenas to be the estimate men have
made, the principle according to whicli they think he rules. Be-
yond question it is the principle upon which society has sought to

dispense justice. We have seemed to feel that our only duty to

criminals is to make them suffer. But, how abortive have been our
attempts to administer justice on this Sasis ?

See how our criminal classes keep their ranks full—how our
penal laws create the crimes they were intended to suppress—how
our piisohs are but schools of felony, from which boys graduate
fitted for a life of guilt ! How has this come about ? Clearly by
our failure to see that the ends of.justice are not answered by the
suffering and confinement merely of the criminal, but only by his

reformation. '
'""

.'

Thank God we are at last learning this, as the moveraentsfor
prison reform thcoughOut tiie Uiirisil^n world bear witness 1 Can

I

l». :
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we not see that the Divine Justice is something infinitely better

than the wretched counterfeit Christendom is now so fast discard-

ing ? Oertainly God punishes the refractory as you punish your

refractory child, if your love is faithful, and for the same reason,

because he loves too well not to punish.

Oerteinly God is just. He "will by no means clear the guilty"—" what a man sows he shall reap ;" " yet doth God devise means
that hill banished be not expelled from him." We claim that God
is -well described by the word Love, because this word involves

Justice in the true sense; because Justice, rightly understood, is

Love wisely directed.

I ask you to look at our reasons for holding that God's justice is

pledged " finally to restore the whole family of mankind to holi-

ness and happiness." First, befcause an eternity of suffering would
be fearfully disproportionate as the penalty for an earthly lifetime

of wickedness. Will you just think of this ?

There is a great deal of pain and agony in this world of ours

—

sum it up, and there is vastly more than we can comprehend.

And not only this, but men have been suffering and weeping here

I for thousands of years. There are diseases, famines, accidents,

earthquakes, which cause pain that is beyond all description. And
besides th^se, all sorts of tortures have been devised to mcike men
suffer. Multitudes have been torn to pieces by wild beasts—have

perished of hunger and thirst

—

hky^ died upon the rack, at the

stake, and by the sword—have wasted away in gloomy dungeons
which no hope could enter. We are overcome by the story of

individual sufferings thus endured, and we know that the number

% of those who in all ageis have borne these agonies is beyond

reckoning. But suppose all the agony that has been endured
since the beginning of time, by all living creatures—suppose it was
all inflicted upon a single one—and it is still as nothing compared
to the eternal misery of soul

!

Our friend says it is " blasphemy " to Say that the life of earth

cannot merit this infinitely terrible doom. I thank him for his

frankness of speech, but he might have remembered that intention

is necessary to make one a blasphemer. Why does he call this

blasphemy ? " Because," he says, " it does not recognize the infi-

nite demerit of sin." What strange delusion is this ? Because the

law-maker is infinite, the law-breaker is guilty of an infinite

crime

!

:.'.aiinu .<

Did he consider what he said ? Observe what it involves. He
who breaks the law of God, whether ignorantly or wantonly, in-

curs infinite guilt, for the act takes its character from the law, and

H not from the intention of the doer. We are accustomed to think

that capacity and knowledge determine the accountability of the

sinner, but if this iheory be true, it is not so*

,
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Man is guilty, not accoriinflf to h« light, but according tp the
/preatness of the Being whose ^is^ he breaks, aa4 thou^ a Finjite
Being, he may do an infinite act, for hip sin is infinite, ^re are
no degrees in guilt—the smallest t^iinsgre^sion meriting all that
the worst life can deserve—for "infinite demerit" fu^n^i^ of no
degrees. Now, I knpw men believe4 this three a^d five Jjundred
years ago, when ^ey held that infants were justly da;n^e4 because
they inherited this " iiifinite dem^i'it." I know that s^erft old
Jonathan Edwards taugjit it, but 1 do not remember eyer to Y^me
heard the doctrine from living lips before. 1 doubt if ypu ever did,
for it belopgs to a systjan that findajiow few defS^nder^, apd carries
its owu refutatiou ift its statepwnt. But there; is something worse
in this doom than eternal suffering. There is a deeper horror in
this idea of hell than it« inconceivable pain even; it ^? its uncon-
quered and undying sin. Those who are there cpnfined fire

eterually to hat^
;
God and goodness, eternally ^o increase in

depravify. And there is no escapjqg.li^e qu^ationTr-is it poflsistent
with justice to create beings, knowing that this ia jljOibe toe^rterriWe
doom?., ..

_^,
,;,,, _, .

' y''
. , ,^

Our, tihoijght ci^n go backlto' » tiofte when noafl did ftpiexwit—
,when th^re wais^.necessi)!^ for his cfoation—when the Creator
had no pther- mptiye than his own desire, to moye him to^ctipn.
Kow, do you, say ^that God then took (counsel with himselfafter this
fashion if "I Will give life and feeling to a race of »^»g8,'t0 a
large part o^ rlioj|n existence will pro^e, an incomparable misfor-
tune andiCufse.

,

I will call into being muititudefii,ifciwiM«^ that
after a brief period of mixed joy and pain they will fall into an
eternity of ^ickOjahessa^d woe."

Bear in njund'there is no slpfi^ing, this rMpoi^sibility, "Ip the
beginning" there was no one to divide it with the Creator., there
was nothing outside himself to influence j^ction. The life heig^ye
W^ unasl?^d hy those uppn wh^iu it was bestowed, Qoidl, took no
counsel with tiiem. He gavej tiiem np choice as to whether they
would exist or not.

,
I press the question—was it consistent with

Ji^stice iojoree sentient life upon thoie to whom, it would be an
infinite misfortune? Itisno answer to say there was a chance tp
make it an infiuite blesshig. It matters nothing that it is man's
own fault! th^t he fails tp m^kQ it such. The poin^ isr-thq Q^ofttOr
knew that multitudes would thus fail, and there was no ^* free
agency " then ^ complipate the problem. Was there not a pledge
in the very bestowfd of this unsought exi|S^DCf th|t it 3h*iri ulti-
ma^ypp^v^ at blessing to its possessor? Cpild Justice be
satisfied; with anything |e«^ than this ? I ask your thoughtful atten-

Jwn to this aiwument as it is stated by fiev. Stopfofd A. Blrpoke,

Biographer of F. W. Robertson

:

,1.

im^i
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A. Brooke,
LV1TU sua buo

« The act of creation lays on us a duty. We bring a child into the world,

and the abaolate tmperatil^e of Ood ia on its to ft«d, «dqoftte, and lovie to the

end' that tQ Which we haire given life. We do oar hast iar <tke child ; hut

we.ifiU Mj^pose that alL.goeti wneogR We expend ojir bwe upon hjm, he .

rejeet*. itij.w^ punish, apd he bw^ep^.uiidejr p^iM^we^^ apd Iwyes us ; |

we go afler him, uid he refuses to retuxn ; Wje giye hpip w .t^il^n^lf fpi^ a
>

time, and he grows worse, and dies impenitent. But ii^ we ,are of a true

human nature we cannot forget him. Our first thought m the other world

is our cfrring'idn, and if we ckm—and I ibr o^^ 2lo no^.dbnbt it—our one

efifort in Che eternal Kfb ^\\ be to ^nd him but, and redeem him to our <

heart by any saorifl^ whioh loye can prompt And even could love not

move ue, ditty wotild dall ns to tliis riehteois qnestl We mtiK bring our

wanderei' h«nie. It lA so, I firmly belfeve, with^Gkid md- men. By the

very act c^ <»^tion God has laid upon hiiMelf a neeesdiiy of redemption.

We wander from him, and he pittiifthes as throuffh his spiritual laws. We
reap that which we have sown : we fill our belly with Hie husks which the

swioi^eat £(e ka^ u^ eaf o^ th^ frpit of o^r owp de^i^ : the day of retoj-

butlon qomes, and our i^^urw turii to ^11, oiir irritated desires becpme

,

our hell, tioweir, a|D»d lowqr , 8l3l we 'sipl^, ai^d suffering; is ha|xt on us, for

impenitent roai^ ihqft touch the abyss of God's chastising, tenderness, before

prWe and self, be conquered into penit|ence. But God waifs and worki

:

'them also 1 musf bring,' spjeajcp the necessitji yrhx^ fiiiWs fibm hii Piiher- *

^

hood. AH throtrgh our deepest ruin God's victorious love is opposed to

men'd relu^nt hatred and de^ir; till at last, they, being Of the finite,
'

finite, uid of the dead Uiinga of the Universe, dead, are shattered to pieces

by plersiatent love; and the child,) oome to. himielf,i ealla out from the depths

of a divmemifsea^, «I wiU ante andgotomyiallw Faf off hi«j father

sees him, and in t«(imaphlM»t joy receiver, hin»,! 'this njy po» w^s dead»

and is alive again ,; '•^fw lo8*n and J^s, found.' It 'wil^ bfe^ i^a within eter^uty)?, i

till, in the fullness of chaii^, there fi'^^n be at last oi^ ilock apd one shep-

herd, A!(ost tender japdj most troe,g^ii9pge8. Ckmtrf^s^ i^^ in its beauty,

with the common hqtaon|of thefutoi^'of the'race—tha^ which has

maddened ine'n'toto Atheism and hatred Of imtbortality—a smdl flock oh

which allih* i^^niie love of the infinite goodness is outpoured,'.and beywid

its fold a howlinig wilderness of lost and ruined soub^o^l ««d rdihed for

ever and overhand rained upon by the elemal fire* o€ 'the everiastin|^i»

anger of a vindfetiviB God. ItJs not to ; that is tiOt our God, nor that our i

heaven, nor thi^the immort^^ for which We (ayt. God mut fasing «U his

creatures to hhaiiBl^. * There shall be one flock and one shetAierd.'

"

Perhtips this seemt blaefpbemotts to the thoueht of our brother,

but I ciriiKrt think it will to most of you. It chttges God with no

wrong, but Mtther refuses to adbit t&lit he will do wrong. Bla^'

phemy is tJhe rovietse of this—tho ohargiag that upon God which; '

the moral sense of maittkind deotoros to be, bad, mud onjy bad.-

Drexelius, an advocate of the doctrine of eternal'WWy in the early

jpart Of the setent^atb cOrttury, saidt '*if alfthe severest and
•< it binbarous toj^uves which Wore eter Invented by the tyrants olU

til.J w^ifszij TT^IJV iTjr s.:r^rrjxxs i-irc-tigsjy -s»ii'«- ss^nsirjiti- ^.-

improved and refined the art of cmolty, Aod bipotitt&it it tojMrfeC;
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tion, if these, I say, were to be heaped upon the head of one man,
and he was to endure them for a hundred years, yet they would
not come near the pains of th<^ damned for one day." And it is
blasphemy, is it, to deny that sueh a representation as this of IJod's
dealing with his tihildron is the true one ?

Said Lord Bacon

:

« It were better to^hare flo .opinion of God at all than such an ofnaion as
is unworthy ofWm ; for the, one ia unbelief, the other contumely ; and cer-
tainly superstition is the reproach of the Deity. Plutarch said wdl to that
purpose: 'Sur«ly,' saith he, «! liad rather a great deal men should say
there was no aueh man as Plutarch, than tfatU ih^f should say tbere was one
Plutarch that would eat his children as, «oon as th^ w«re bom,' as the
poets speak of Saturn. And as the conHimely is greater towards God, so
is the danger greater towards men."

But men say ottr objection to eternal evil will not stand,
because it is just as strong when urged against the wbes and ills of
earth

; arid they demand a solution of the problem of temporal
evil before its eternity is called in question. Well, the early
Christians did not think this so hard a matter. One of them said—" Ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as
unto children. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the
Lord loveth he chastmieth, and seourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. if ye endur* ehastening, God dealeth with you aa with
sons

; for what son is he >wh6m the father chasteneth not? *f * * •

Furthermore, we have had fathers! of our flesh who corrected us,
and we gave them reverence : shall wie not much rather be in sub-
jection to the Father of Spirits, and live ? For they verily for a
few days chastened us after their own pleasure ; but he. for our
profit, that we might be partakers of his hpliness. Now no
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievous

:

noverthelefs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness unto them who are exercised thereby." [Heb, obap. xii.l
" For our profit," is tkit Christian's exjdanation of evil ; and

observe how M« " concentintes thought on God's IWtherhood."
" Ye have forgiotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as
unto flAtWren."—« He dealeth with you as \^th «(m»."~" 3h»ll we
not be in subjection to the Father of; Spirits ?" But can anys show
how eternal sufferfng is for tlie "profit" of those who endure it-
how it "yieldeth the peaceable hmt Of rii^teousness unto them ,

who are exercised thereby I?" ; ,,
j

Is it not strange tHat men ar6 so slow to see the immeasurable
difference between ievil asJlnite and tr»n»iieBt, and evil i^ infinite !

And andlAnfi_hAfiiirAl»n anftiavintrinHlAiaA fi%^ a l^tx^An^Xt^^-t. ....

and suffering inflioted for its own sake ?

We tell them that the last is inconsistent with the Divine Good-

hais
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ness, and they make an6w;er tl^a,t it i^ ho ipore so tl^ttn the first;

that it is no more unreaabnahle that a gi^d God has ordained his
children shall always su^e^i than ^hat; he .ij>ermi(8 t^ep to sufil^r

;

now.
,

',

'"'

.!,',',. .
' '!

,

'

Is is possible they are serious in thisanswer? Is there, th^ii,!

no difference between diacipUne and torture; 1j>etwee^ givii^g dfugs
,

as medicine, and giving tti^in as poison; between the surgeoirs
and the assassin's wiouhds? Is tiieib ho difference Wtwoeii the

]

malignant cruelty; of a Devil, i^rid the ch^stefiin^pf ja.Faj|j[i|!r w^j)^^j

loves u? too truly tO^ftl'e.us^eeded pain? 1'/,..'!,
, .,., ^.

*

,

Oitr inference js that, becaiage it.would ,b^ contr^y tp every con-
sideration ofjustice for GdA to pjsrmik the eternal existence of ^viL

in his universe, therefolrci ^6, .fact tnat Xe t«^u«t is a pledge that be
"will, finally restore the whole family of inanldnd to holineiBS and"
happiness." .,^ ,,'.'.,,'.!,"!".(.,,.'.,.

,

'

But we do not base odfte'i^^^ij^g iilt^gethei^'pn inference from
what the Scriptures reveil of tfe^ nature'of God and his government.
We point also to the most explicit and emphatic declaration that

God will deliver all men frofai evil. 1 quote a few,of these, confin-

ing myself to the New Testament: ^^ Inhere shati be.one fc^d and
,

one ^hepherd.*^ " 1 will draw 4^1 nieii iintb me,'* said Jesus. " As
'

in Adam all die, even so .in Christ shall aU be made alive." /

" Christ must reign till he ha^h piit all enemies under his feet, */*

arid when all' tiling^ slialfbi ralbdix^'d unto hipa, iiied shall tlie son,,;

alsd hiiiiself be subject 4ht0 lith^ tli^t put all thin^ undei: him, that'
^

God iWiy be all in till," ^r6t6 '^aul;—[1 Coi^: %vl\ ' ** As the same
word IS used to express iih^w4y In Which all eiieihies are to be sub-

ject to Christ, and thi^ uviy' in which Christ himself is to be subject ..

to God, it follows thsit the enemies when jjubjected shall be friends."
•*

—[Dr. J. F. plarke.] Igaln Paul declares (Eph. i.'^-lO) : God
has "made khowil unto us the mystei^ of his will according to hla ^
good pleasure, which he hath purw^ed in himself;, that in the dlsr,^^

pensation of the ftilln^ss of ii^es ne miglit gather 'together in one |'

all things in Christ, both which are In heaven aiid which are op
earth." Again (Phil; ii: 9-1^1) .v" (God hath highly ^xalted'hiw
and given him a likme i^W<jfe' iij ,4bdve' eveiry iiam'$,;.'ihat at t^e

^
name of J^sus every'khee's^il'bo,y'6f [thingsJ, in heaven and (^

[things] in earth and fihingsl'under the .6'drth; and tiiat ev^ry
,

"
" t J^^hC Christ-is Lord to tWgfory ctf God •

-
'^""'^^

"^^"'-^'^-Itli^Father.'f

tongue shall confess th^'

theFAther." Still ajr^h; (C(^i. i. i9;2b)
that in him shall

agdih; (Col. i. 19-20) :, « It p|ea

arrMri^ss' dw4il ; &tid
'hMi

.1 : ,., I . .« •* .I'm.
]npi^de peace

thrbdgh the bloody 61C his cbss tp reioncile aU tlii'hgs iinijo'himsipjrj ,^
by hitn (1 s^y,) WMti^r'thej^ b'© ^^hgs i^^ oart^ or tmngsip
heaV6ri." To Timottiy he '^JteTl Tim. iv. 10^: ** Tiierefore we
both labbr aiid suff^)* rQpf6adi; b^^diisiQ we ti^^t in'the living ,God«
who is the Savior of aU htm; ^peHiktf of thbse' wlio beJfeve." In
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his letter to Titus is this statement—^i^d tho readinff thfit I gi
authorized in li fa'^h*!', npifce by Bfinj^ I Jaml^s' translators—'* x,m
gra<» of God that Dnhgbth salfation fo all mei\ hath appearedf
Conld anything add to the pkiiihess andM force with which Mp
language declares what the eud is tp be? Pe^l^i^^ enough has
been said toJndlcato clearly thepecull^r teaching of the Univer^
sabBt Church, and tq^^w. oil wh^^
It la likely spm^ of yp»i, %re thinking thatnay stetoint is altogether
one sided, aqd therefore incompl^fe. And, fo ifypu will listen

6'
me yet a little longer, I will refer to the pnpcIpaT.objpctipns which'

urge aMjnst this teachmK. In the firs^ plape, it is said thai
latter of fact this faith istiQt **vell founded." However plausir

men

ble the argument may se^iu, it is toi4 experience sliows it «
delusion. The terrible fact remaips thii^t Gpd does We save aU'
men. To thid bur answer is tha^ what is asserbd needs qualifica-
tion., We agrpeat o^9e that I^apy,me^ sins, buji wjio
18 fo say that God carps fpr liis 8%% cliill^fl oMwhile thev
are "in the body,?"

ir-, , k .f

Paul said—"Whethpr we liye or die wpjare^ thje Lor^'fl-" Why
undertake to hedgp God in i^lth'^he n^ijrbi^Wn^SsOf time and
earth ? In thp " Father's hpuse are pjany m^i'p;ip." Are we to sup-'
pose that his love dops not fill them all— j^ait its strength is"
exhausted in this little world

. whpre ' Wp live foir a day ? What if"

his workings boyor*^ thp grave are hl4 f^Pm.Ui a whUe, must wc^
therefore, deny its ei^wipnce and i^ ppwjer tfiwe ? It seems to me

j

nothing strangp that infinite I^ovp shoijila ^ke the poor' spiritual
beggar, cOverdd th(>ug)i he bp <fith th^ Ipproug sores of sin andpoj-
lutioto, and, stripji^ing; him of/ iha^ n^ifft, T»;W passion? and
app^titps have. oTprpaastprpd and aegrftded hi^, bear him away
from a life wit^ wl^icji hp hiw prpvpd iiu^t io cppp, ^ life whoep
ten^^tations he i^ap-t^, wpak, V<J9BiaW and tenderly place hiul
whPre holier assppiMlbns, and ipurerii^Iftphce&shB^ilj^^^^ his loath-
some malady, and m^ke ImM obpdipftt and lovingchild of Gbdl
Is it easier to bcjlieyp tliat thpJFathti: wjio, Jes;^s said, is k^nd to the

'

evlLand the Ui4thaukf^. will iprturphj^n for evpr^
^'

Y(p hold thpjn the c|fcumgj»ncp t^i,m^ dip unsaved by np
mpans ]irove thajt Gpd has cast tbpin off tor evpr ; for wp believe
that such are "betteir pfft^n thpy,hjid been alivp,m that God hafi

'

taken it in hapd more sjtiarply, to ophsvMne t^'eir e^.*' Again, it
''

I

is said that cert^ippaMageppf Silfipti^e, contra4iflt this bSief, as,;
I have said th^tt^Jt^ olj^r pat»i^^ tpa^h if,

*

Npw^ if^^f?, js.true, ii prpvpis, n^^ is ^roug,
but that th^rp 18 l>f«?mi>|iflf coftta»4^6tip|i in tl^; le^^^ of Soriptnre,
whiPh bears upon thi8,8u]j)j<|pt; and the./rppohoUiatipn of this dif-
ference is thn wnrlr. nnt nf a iWniMk liIrA ti^to it'.U />> ^^*;^..i. ^^A
faittfuV 8|ii^^,^ ^ mjci^l^bfl^ C9ii|t^^ 1(1^ atthp^
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terms which are said to teach the eternal duration of evil. 1
confess to some hesitation in approaching this part of the argument.
I cannot boast of being " specially commissioned by Deity " to set
your mmds forever at rest upon this important subject ; nor of
" unequaled facilities for acquiring information " upon it. I can
only bring you the results of such study as a young man—" a
youth," has been able to give to it. But I hope you do not think
any of those terms cited here .the other night have been overlooked
by Universalists. We have given them all patient and conscien-
tious study, as men anxious to know their real import: and we
find in them nothing which is inconsistent with our faith. We
were told first of the Hebrew word " Sheol," in the old Testament,
that It signified Hell, in its modern sense. If this is true, it mu«t
be admitted that our translators did their work very poorly
That word occurs in the Old Testament sixty-four times, and is
translated Hell thirty-one times ; Grave, thirty times ; and Pit,
three times. It would seem reasonable that a word chosen by
inspiration as the name of the place of woe would not be ambigu-
ous m Its meaning. But what say the scholar?? Dr. Fairbairn,
Professor of Divinity in the College of Glasgow, says : " Beyond
doubt, Sheol, like Hades, was regarded as the abode, after death,

u 7!fj^m°^
^^^ ^^^ ^^^^®'" ^^' Whitby: "Sheol, throughout

the Old Testament, signifies not the place of punishment or of the
souls of bad men oijly, but the grave only, or the place of death

;

it is the place to which the good as well as the bad go." Dr.
(jMttipbell

: It « signifies the place of the dead, without regard to
the goodness or badness of their persons, their happiness or misery."
Dr. Muenscher

:
" The realm or kingdom of death, an abode deep

under the earth. Thither go all men without distinction. There
all pain and anguish cease, and unbroken silence reigns; all w
powerless and still." LeClerc and Grotius say the same. " The
grave only, or the state of the dead." Prof. Moses Stuart : " There
can be no reasonable doubt that Sheol does most generally mean
the under world, the grave or sepulchre, the world of the dead.
It is very clear that there are many passages where no other mean-
ing can reasonably be assigned to it. Accordingly our English
translators have rendered the word Sheol grave in thirty instances
out of the sixty-four instances in which it occurs." Even he finds
but five texts in which he thinks Sheol indicates a place of future
punishment, and of these he says : « The probability that Sheol in
these texts designated the future punishment of the wicked depends,
perhaps, in a great measure on the state of knowledge among the
Hebrews with regard to future re^^ards and punishments." •

dJlJ^'tJi^'iCI*'vl:hJiri°A
°'"=7'' ^^}^?P^ '* »««» wi»*» «« reiiember tiimt there is no evi.

?fl^.lr!« «**^'i"!I.* 'i*'* f"y o'^"" tw'irfin rewards uid punishments after desth I wk therMder's attenUon to tlje testimony of competent scholars upontbispoint.
** The sancOon m which the Hebrew Law was founded is extraordinary. The Lat^-giyer



18

Edward Leigh, according to Home, " one of the most learned

men of Uib time," fi^ye : " All learned Hebrew scholars know that

the Hebrews h^ve no word proper for Hell, as wo take H^U."
Thus you see it is at least an open question among those who
believe in eternal punishment whether it is taught in the Old

Testam,eut. ''»»

In the GreeH translation of the Hebrew Scriptures known as th«

Sopt,u^gint Sheol is rendered hades, which word occurs in tl>e Now
Testament eleven times, and is translated into English once grave

and ten tira(?s hdl. Of Hades Dr. Campbell says: "In my judges

ment it ought never in Scripture to be rendered Hell, at least in

the sense wherein the word is universally understood by Oliristians.

It .is ye^y plain that neither in the Septuagint version of the Old

Testament, nor in tjie New, does tlie word hades convoy the mean-

ing which the present English word hell, in the Christian usage,

always conveys tp our minds. The attempt to iUustrate this would
be unnecessary, as it is hs^rdly now pretended by any critic that

this is the acceptation of the term in the Old Testament."

Of tiijO passage in ths New Testament in which the word occurs,

on which those who argue that it means a place of eternal woe
mainly rely, the parable of Dives and Lazarus, Smith's Bible Dic-

tionary, a standai'd ortiiodox authority, says :
" It is impossible to

ground the proof of an importj^nt theological doctrine on a passage

which confessedly abounds in Jewish metaphot-,"

'I'hen we have th^ word gehmna, which is said to be unquestion-

ably the place of immortal woe ; and our brother "challenges a«y

one to prove that tliere was ever a place on earth called gehenna"
My answer to thia must be very brief. He has, perhaps, heard

of Oaimet. I^ so, he will recognize him as respectable authority

upon the subject. Oaimet says: "Gehenna properly signifies tlw

Valley of Hinnom, a valley just south of Jerusalem." And he has,

( Moses) maintains a profbund silence on tbat fundamental article, if npt of political, at !ea8t of
rel^oua leeisli^tion—rewur4»mpd piuiisbnients In another life. He subBtitut€d temporal chastise-

ments and teroport^ blessings.''—Uilman, '

"-In the Jewish Republic both the rewards and the punishments promised by heaven were
temporal only; • • • and in no one place of the ILosaic Institutes is there the least mention, or

any intelligible hint of the rewards and punishments of another Ufa. When Solomon restored

the integrogr of religion, he sddreaied a long prayer to the God of Israel, consisting of one
solemn petition for the continuance of the old covenant made by the ministry of Alose^. lie gives

an exaot account of aU iti parts, and explains at large the sanctions of the Jewish Law and Re-

ligion; and here, as in the writings of Moses, we find nothing but (entj^oralretcarcb an;dpwNi<A-
m«n<s."—Bishop Wabbdbtoh.

" It is tiie height of ignorance to doubit this truth, which is one of the rnost common of tfa«

Christian Keligion, and wt^h m attestedhv (*U the Fathers, that the promises of the Old Testa,

ment were fem^rid an^ earthly, and that the Jews worshipped God only for earthly blessings."

—AVHAULD.
" This dispensation dealt In temporal rewards and pnni8hments»"—PAi-KT.
" It is conceded that Mosea did not annex to his laws the promised joys and threatened,

terrors of eternity."—Feof. Wink*.
" As for a future state of retribution in another world, Moses said nothing to the Israelltea

about that."-rAB0H«ieHOP Wbatei.t.
" We have not authority, therefore, decidedly to say that anr other motives were held ontto

the ancient Hebrews to pursue the good and to avoid the evil than those which were derlvwl

firom tba rewards and punishments of this lifo."—Jaun.
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Now I shall offer but one argument upon this point. In tho
early Church there are many Univorsalists. Tlie Sybilliue Oracles,
written in tho second century, unmistakeably taught that the
damned "will eventually be delivered from the torments of hell;"
and yet in these writings these terms are applied to punishment
without Qualification or explanation. Origen was the foremost
scholar of his time, a master of the Greek language, and a most
decided believer in the final holiness and happiness of all men, and
Origen used the same terms in writing of the punishment of the
wicked that are in the New Testament, called it "aionion punish-
ment," what Christ called it. Now, here is the point : would he
have used this term, if it meant everlasting, believing, as he cqi^
tainly did, that punishment is not everlasting? I think our ft wnds
who believe these words mean eternal should explain how it was
that the Christian fathers who are known to have been Univorsal-
ists, used them with the same freedom as did those v oo ^re not.
Will you not think of this ?

And leaving this textual ciritictsm I ask you to consider this

—

if there are texts in the Bible of doubtful or difficult meaning, or
that admit of two interpretations, our trre way is to give them that
interpretation which is in harmony with the general tone and
spirit of the Gospel, not that which contradicts it. One may very
easily be mistaken in the construction of the letter of a passage of
Scripture, for .there are many and great difficulties in getting at
the true meaning of words written two thousand years ago in a
language of which none of us have a perfect knowledge. But we
cannot be mistaken in believing that Jesus taught that God is our
Father, and infinitely better than our thought can picture him.
And we cannot go wrong in refusing to believe anything of him

which is dishonorable or repugnant to all that is noble in human
nature. Remember the "letter killeth but the spirit giveth
life."

Again, men say Universalism is a "dangerous doctrine;" it

makes men bad to believe it ; they become wisked, vicious, dis-

honest, and profligate: it gives license to sin. I have no doubt
that men sometimes say this in all si' ' iritjcJ. have no doubt that
some believe it. Still, may be it is not wvie. So far as this objoo-

tion grows out of the mistaken niprussiou that ouiversalist

teaching recognizes no radical difference between right and wrong
living, I need say nothing. I have shown you that such an impres-
sion is wholly unwarranted.
There is no Church that teaches with greater clearness that

happiness is the result of righteousness, and misery the inevitable

consequence of sin. But to some who know this it does not seem
enough ; they think the inflnenco of our teachinc is bad, because

vtre hold that the worst sinners are God's cherished children, and
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1 yet be reclaimed and made obedient. And I suppose that wemu8t be content to bear the reproach till men como to see howwrong the conclusion is. It makes it lighter, however, when we

^!!^?i™ ifJ^^' * ^'"^^^"^ °''"8« w*« ™a^e against Jesus of Na-zareth- Ihis man receiveth sinners and eateth with them," you

thZ Z' ! 'T.?'''
o*' ?"^^ ^^ >^*'^^ ^»™««lf' did what ?l-toldthem the story of the Prodigal Son ! Certainly ii that story thereno intimation of a "time of probation," beyond whose limits thesinner canno hope for forgiveness and acceptance: there snowhere implied that the father's love will finalfy perish, and lisheart be closed against the far off prodigal; but, ofi the contraryas you read the story you cannot help feeling the conviction SI

hi X" 17" '' '"^ ^"" "^""^ ^"^^»»^' "'** no matter how long or

ind/nn? ' '"""^
"""^/'l

^* ^'^ ^^"^'^ *^>™ ^ith tender solici-tude, till he repents, and then receive him home with rojoicinirAnd do you say that this proclamation of a love without limit: a

Z "'^i
"«,.^"»«^.'^<^ ??«"» can change, was giving license to a sin-ner to continue m his wickedness? Would the prodigal have

?orth
^"yj^f.VP^O'^^gal think you, had he understood as he won!forth from his father's door that the love which that father boreliim was uncertain and inconstant and liable to change to the

-rrl^'^'^-ir^^Tf 'i^^^^^
'^«" more penitent'when he

.1? l\^'T^^^ .
^^^ *'° ''"«^" *^^at his father was about to

close his heart against him for ever? And do you suppose thatany of those many other prodigals who drank in those words of
Christ were plunged into deeper guilt by the assurance that Godalways stood ready to welcome their return to the home they had

UT'^ .-"^i^^r' ?\^ *'f *"S®^' were waiting to rejoice over their
redemption ? It is hard to see what there is in the belief that God
purposes not to damn but to redeem his children, to lead them to

tv^nroir^';!'"/^:! i"^"^
^^ ^PP^^^ confidently to experience

to prove that this faith has no such effect. We ask that it shall bejudged by its fruits.
It is well known that the Universalist idea has wide acceptancem all church bodies. It is known that Dr. Tholuck, a German

Universalist, was warmly welcomed and highly honored by theEvangehcal Alliance at its late session. It is known that by in!
fluential clergymen in the Church of England this belief is openly
taught and defended. Will any one undertake to say that^their
faith has injured the piety or the morals of Maurice, and Kingsley,

^nf f^-'^wv! Ti "^^""^ ^'^'^'^ ^^ '^« ^«g"«h clergy ? Does anyone think that Tennyson is worse for believing—
^

'• That nothing walks with aimless feet,
That not one life shall be deatroved
Or cast as rubbish to the void ' '

When God has made the pile complete."
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Does any reader of the books of George McDonald find that he

defends or excuses vice or wrong while teaching the most positive

Universalism ? Can any one show that Queen Victoria is harmed

by her warm and undisguised sympathy with this faith ? Were
John Frederick Oberlin, and Norman McLeod, and Horace Greeley,

and Charles Sumner less faithful servants of humanity for holding

it ? We appeal to our friends to tell us who they are who have

been injured by believing that God's love is over all his works, and

that his mercy endures for ever. Another objection is—this is a
" new doctrine." To this we reply it is as old as Christianity, and

for the first five centuries was held unquestioned by many of the

ablest minds in the church. Dr. Edward Beecher in his Church

History, just published, says, in a."iswer to the question—" What
was the state of facts as to the leading thsological schools of the

Christian world in the age of Origen and some centures later?" " It

was in brief, this—there was at least six theological schools in the

church at large. Of these six schools one, and only one, was de-

cidedly and earnestly in favor of the doctrine of future eternal

punishment. One was in favor of the annihilation of the wicked

—

two were in favor of the doctrine of universal restoration on the

principles of Origen, and two in favor of univeral restoration on the

principles of Theodore of Mopsuestia.

It is also true that the prominent defenders of the doctrine of

universal retoration, were, in piety, devotion, christian activity, and

missionary enterprise, as well as in learning and intellectual power

and attainments inferior to none in the best ages of the church,

and were greatly superior to those by whom in after ages they were

condemned and anathematized. It is also true that the arguments

by which they defended their views were never fairly stated and

answered. Indeed they were never stated at all. They may
admit of a thorough answer and refutation ; but even if so, they

were not condemned and anathematized on any such grounds, but

simply in obedience to the arbitrary mandates of Justinian, whose

final arguments were deposition and banishment for those who
refused to do his will." And this testimony, remember, is from

the orthodox side of the question.

Finally, men ask—" dare you risk it to believe this?
"

I pity the man Whose last argument is an appeal like this. In

Heaven's name what possible risk is there in believing that God's

love will be victorious, and root out all evil from his universe ?

Do you fear to trust God too much ?

We were reminded the other night that " the fear of the Lord is

the beginning of wisdom." Ah, yes ; but it is only its beginning.

It is not the loJioU of wisdom. He in whom' we believe said that

among all the prophets was no greater than John the Baptist,

" nevertheless, he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
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than he." And one who was not the least in that kingdom said

;

" there is no fear in love ; but perfect love casteth out fear,
because fear hath torment : he that feareth is not made perfect in
love." Was he right? Friends, I ask you thouthfuUy to consider
whether the danger is in teaching that God is better than our
highest ideal of goodness, or in the opposite direction ?

Near the beginning of this century a young man of rare promise
and integrity, educated in the Univorsity of Edinburgh, was
licensed as a preacher in the Scottish Church. But he could not
believe the teaching of that Church. The " ne plus ultra of wick-
edness he considered to be embodied in -what is commonly
presented to mankind as the creed of Christianity ;" and he deli-
berately set aside the idea of God altogether. He had a son more
gifted than himself, upon wliom he conscientiously impressed his
own views, and who says, " I am thus one of the very few exam-
ples in •this country (England) of one who has not thrown olflF

religious belief, but never had it."

Both fkther and son lived " without God in the world."
Yet that son, the foremost thinker of England, was so deeply

religious in his nature, that when tlie woman whom he loved died,
he tells us he made her grave his shrine, and her memory his
religion. Fellow Christians, who is i^sponsible for the religious
desolation of James Mill and John Stuart Mill, his son ?

They are not solitary instances of noble men who have been
alienated from Christianity by this interpretation of its teachings.
Now, I do not expect that most of you will accept my conclusions
or share the convictions I liave expressed to-night. But is it too
much to hope that you will se-i that the church in whose name I

speak has its legitimate work to do in helping forward the kingdom
of our common Master ?

Only the other day the pastor of the first Methodist Church in

Chicago, defending himself for allowing the noted English Spirit-

ualist, Gerald Massey, to lecture in his church, said " Gerald
Massey said nothing half, or a hundreth part so bad as Calvinism.
What, I ask—is arguing against a personal devil, ' in comparison
with making the God of Heaven worse than a Pevil?' If I

believed the Bible taught any such doctrine I should in so far un-
hesitatingly reject it. If I believed God were such a being I should
respectfully decline either love or worship. I shall abide by my
moral convictions, and try to keep what little sense I have, if the
heavens fall."

Now Friends, there are scores and hundreds, and thousands to-day

who can see no moral difference between Calvinism and Methodism
—between God's ordaining and permitting eternal evil. And they

are ready to say in the words of this Methodist pastor, if the Bible

teaches cither doctrine they will unhesitatingly reject it. It is no

'<
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aisrospect to Evangelical aad Catholic Christians to say that with
tjeir iBter^t^tions of Ohristianitj they cannot reach this class.m em, Ought we not then to have tJieir earnest and hearty Godepwd inmr efforts to make them lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ?
1 iaww there is such a class ; men imd women to whom the old in-
terpretations of Christianity afford no -spiritual food. Everywhere
1 meet liiose who tell me that without the Universali«t feith they
were drifting into unbelief and Atheism. And to-day. in all our
parishes, such thank God for the strength, and tlie courage, and the
comfort, and the light this faith has brought them. Bretliren who
hold the views called Evangelical: would you rather these your
brother n. 3n should find no rest, and turn away from God alto-
gether, then that they should worship him in the Universalist
Uiurch .' I know that I speak toruight to those who hunger and
thirst for the assurance which this faith alone gives, who can be

^u''^^\^^^ ','?*^"J'^
^^'^' ^^y' ^"«»<^«' <io you not all pray that

the Father skmgdom may come, and His will be done in the
hearts of aU his children, even as it is done in heaven ? And can
you not " pray in faith, nothing doubting ?"

" I say to thee—do thou repeat
To the first man whom thou shalt meet
In lane, highway, or open street,

That he, and we, and all men move
Under a canopy of Love
As broad as the blue sky above :

That donbt and trouble, fear and pain,
And anguish, these are shadows vain,
That death itself shall not remain.

That weary deserts we may tread.
Dreary perp!exitie8 may thread.
Through dark ways under ground be led :

Yet we, on divers shores now cast,
Shall meet, when this dark storm is past,
Safe in our Father's home at last.

And e'er thou leave him, say thou this.
Yet one thing more : they only miss
The speedy winning of that biisa,

Who will not count it true that love.
Blessing—not cursing—rules above

;

And that in this we love and move.

And one thing further—let him know,
That to believe these things are so,
This firm faith never to forego,

Ib spite of ail that seems at strife
With blessing—all with cursing rife,
That thu is blessing, this is life."

/




