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PREFACE

TO

THIRD EDITION

ANNALS OF NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Thirty-five years ago—1868—at the request of our
Saciety, 1 compiled irom its records—which happily had
been preserved intact—an edition of Annals which, com-
mencing with the foundation of the Institution. was
brought down to the Centenary Celebration, 26th March.,
1868. An edition of three hundred copies was published
and distributed. and. in the course of twenty-five vears,
had disappeared. but the good effect of its publication
had been so evident to the Society. that another edition
was considered necessary. and | was again honoured by
being entrusted with its issupe. >

This second edition was duly compiled and published
in 18gs. It was, like the first. limited to three hundred
copies, but the volume was on a larger scale. and included
the history of the Society from its foundation onward.
one hundred and twenty-five vears, to the 3oth Noven-
ber, 1893, The ten years which have elapsed since that
date have witnessed many changes in our Society's
social progress, Its wealth and influence have enabled
it to keep abreast of the age. and in acquiring many new
members. it has by no means forgotten the men of oid,
and the memories which cluster around those of former
generations. who so nobly contributed, by their means
and example, to build up and transmit the usefulness
and prestige of the Institution.
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Influenced by many patriotic motives, the Society
recently decided to publish, on a more elaborate scale
than heretofore, a third Volume of Records, which would
not only cover the intervening ten vears since last publii-
cation, but would include portraits and short historical
notes of onr most distinguished Presidents, orators and
benefactors, and also of a few conspicuous members,
not always office-halders, who had served faithfully the
Institution, keeping to this aim—that a history of a
body, and not a number of individuals, was the end in
view. This very praiseworthy commission was again
committed to me to carry out, and in the volume now
submitted, I have endeavoured to meet the well-under-
stood wishes of the Society.

Thus, portraits have been inserted of many leading
members who., from the foundation in 1768, have in their
gencration been among the brightest and best of the
citizens of Halifax-—men whose features and careers
are worthy of preservation, and whose names are associ-
ated with all that tends to advance the interests of
our Society, as well as the intellectual and mercantile
progress of our community.

I have to acknowledge the kindness of many friends
who so willingly loaned for copy, photos and portraits
of valued members which appear in this volume, and also
to those who furthered the work by placing at my dis-
posal documents and letters necessary to the framing of
the historical notes, which have all greatly facilitated
the production of this volume, bringing a connected
history of Tue Nortn Brimisn Sociery of Halifax down
to date—one hundred and thirty-five vears since its
formation, 26th March, 1768

James S, MacnoxNarp,
Historian.

Saint Andrew’s Day. 1903.
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OF THE

NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY

OF

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.

Tue Norta Britisi Society was the first of those
national and patriotic Associations which have been
formed in Halifax, having been instituted on the 26th
day of March, 1768, in the nineteenth year of the settle-
ment of the City. On the same day Saint Andrew’s
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons was organized and
chartered, having been founded by John Taylor and sev-
eral others of those who were founders of the Society.

Of the founders, few traces remain, except in the re-
cords of these two kindred Associations. A portrait of
John Gillespie, the first Moderator of the Society; four
letters of John Taylor; scveral transfers of property by
John Geddes, is about all extant ; and were it not for their
connection with the Society and Lodge their names would
have long since been forgotten. The changes which
necessarily occur in the lapse of a century have not only
affected the membership of the Society, but have effaced
some of its prominent characteristics as well. The cir-
cumstances connected with the settlement of the Capital,
lostered among those of its population who shared not
only the same privations and dangers in their new abode,
but the same fondness and recollections of the Old Coun-
try, a union of feeling and conviviality of spirit, which
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have been lessened in later years. As is well known, the
Scottish element predominated in Halifax from the period
of its settlement down to a recent date, giving to the com-
munity most of its leading men, and maintaining the good
fellowship and charitable disposition which generally
characterize that element.

The objects which our founders had in view appear to
have Been the assistance of Scottish emigrants landing in
the Colony, and the establishment of a medium of com-
munication with kindred Socicties in the neighboring Pro-
vinces (under which name were included the Colonies
which subsequently obtained their independence), as well
as the maintenance of a friendly fecling among the
Scotchmen resident in the community, and those who
visited the country for the purposes of trade. That the
Nogr1 Britisi Sociery usefully served these ends is
made apparent by its history. It gave to the emigrant
the assistance which he could not otherwise have found
in a strange country, and which in many cases led on to
success and fortune. It relieved the distressed, nurtured
a patriotic feeling, and co-operated. to a moderate extent,
with such institutions as the Thistle Society of New
York. St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia, and Scots’
Charitable Socicty of Boston, the latter having been
founded as carly as 1657. These objects it accomplished,
notwithstanding that for a considerable time its member-
ship was small and its funds inconsiderable.

As stated before. the Society was formed on the 26th
day of March, 1768. The first meeting was held at the
house which still stands at the corner of Granville and
Salter Streets, then the residence of Mr. John Taylor;
and at that meeting the Constitution and By-Laws which
follow, and which bear evidence of that careful thought
and good principle which have secured the stability and
usefulness of the Institution. were unanimously adopted.

“ Articles of the Norti Bri1isn Sociery, to be held at
the house where the members of said Society shall think
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most proper, in Halifax, Nova Scotia, to commence from
this day, 26th March, 1768.

“The due consideration of these articles is such, that
Whercas sickness and death are the common lot of all
mankind, in order therefore to assist each other, as much
as in us lays, we, the subscribers, do bind ourselves into
a Society under the name of Tue Nortu Brivisi
Sociery, or Scots CLus, for the benefit of ourselves and
assistance of cach other, who may be afflicted with dis-
ease or any other casualty or misfortune, in body, which
God of his providence shall be pleased to send upon us.
We do therefore by these presents, for the benefit of said
Society, agree to and oblige ourselves to cach other, to
observe the following articles, under al! the restrictions
and penalties hereafter mentioned:

“Ax7icLe 1. Every member joining this Society shall
pay seven shillings and sixpence, to be deposited into the
Box, and one shilling for the good of the house the first
night.

“ ArticLe 2. That a proper Box be provided, at the
charge of the Society, with three locks and kevs, those
keys to be kept by proper persons appointed by said
Society, for to keep said money in, as may be delivered
into said box, from time to time, all the money that shall
arise for the benefit of said Society.

“ ArmicLe 3. That no person is to be admitted a mem-
ber of this Society, who is above the age of 45, or is not
in apparent good health, or is of a scandalous character,
or is not a Protestant, unless he be chosen by 2 majority
of the members present, when application is made on his
behalf.

“ ARTICLE 4. The Society shall meet the first Thursday
of every month, at the house that the majority shall think
most proper, from the hours of seven until nine in the
evening, from the 26th March until 2gth September; and
from 20th September until 26th March, to meet from the
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hours of six to eight in the evening, at which time exch
member shall pay the Treasurer cne shilling for the use
of the box, and sixpence for the benefit of the house
where the Society may meet according to appointment.

“AgrTicLE 5. The Society shall choose a Foreman or
Moderator, and also two Stewards, the first night of meet-
ing, unto whom all things relating to the Society shall be
proposed, and by him or them put to vote in said
Society.

“AwTticLe 6. That in case of any hurt or bodily disease
of any member, the member so afflicted shall inform the
Moderator or one of the Stewards, who shall report his
condition to the Society, to know what may be proper
to be done for the assistance of such sick member.

“AwticLe 7. That in case of any member continuing
sick any considerable time, and may have occasion of
watchers, cach member in his turn shall watch with
said sick member, beginning with the eldest and ending
with the voungest, and shall be allowed proper Refresh-
ment cach night, according as the Moderator and the two
Stewards may think proper, at the charge of the Society.

“ArTicLe & That in case of the death of any member
the charge of the coffin, pall, grave. and attendance, shall
be taken out of the Box. Six scarves, six hat bands, six
pairs of black gloves, and six vairs white gloves shall be
purchased out of the Box as soon as circumstances will
allow. and likewise as much as can be afforded to be
given to the widow and children of the deceased member,
for their assistance ; the scarves and gloves to be returned
into the Box.

“ArTicLE Q. That no member shall be allowed any
benefit from the Society’s Box until he has been a n.em-
ber one yvear complete, and has duly paid contributions
and fines, as is mentioned in these Articles.
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“ ArTicLE 10. That if any member shall leave the Pro-
vince for any length of time, and shall on his return pay
into the Treasurer of the Society one shilling for each
month he has been absent, for the use of the Box, he shall
still continue a member of it, and be entitled to all the
benefits arising therefrom.

“ AxticLe 11. That a book be provided, at the expense
of the Society, wherein shall be inserted all the members’
names, and their proceedings from time to time, in which
these Articles are to be inserted, with the payments made,
fines, account of cash in the Box, and call over the mem-
bers’ names, in order that if any member shall be absent,
that he may be fined or excused, as the Society shall
direct, which book or books shall be open to the Society
every meeting.

“ Axticre 12. That if any member shall at any Monthly
Meeting, or in Club hours, or at the time of business,
presume to blaspheme the name of Almighty God by
cursing or swearing, for every such offence he shall pay
for the first the sum of sixpence, for the second one shil-
ling, and sixpence is to He added at every time that such
offence may be repeated, for the use of the Box.

“ARTICLE 13. Any member who shall not attend the
funeral of any deceased member, after he being duly
warned, shall forfeit the sum of two shillings and six-
pence for the use of the Society.

“ AxticLe 14. That if any member shall absent himself
three monthly meetings, and cannot give sufficient reason
for his so doing, he shall pay into the Box one shilling
over and above his monthly contribution.

“ArTicLE 15. Upon the Moderator striking with some
impiement on the table, there is to be a most profound
silence ;: any member offending against said Rule to pay
sixpence for the use of the Box.

" ArTICLE 16. No liguor to be called for but by the
Moderator or Stewards for the use of the Society. Any
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member offending in this case is to pay for whatever he
may call for himself.

“ArTicLE 17. No member is to leave the room with-
out the consent of the Moderatr- or to pay into the Box
sixpence, as it will be deemed an offence.

“ArticLE 18. As our General Festival is kept on the
thirtieth day of November, annually, in commemoration
of Saint Andrew our patron, we therefore think proper,
on that day, to choose such persons to regulate the
Society as the majority of the said Society may judge
most fit to regulate them.

“ArticLE 19. That if any member absents himself
from this Society upon a meeting night, after being duly
warned, and does not sead a sufficient excuse, he shall be
fined sixpence; if an officer, one shilling ; and if the Mod-
erator, double to any officer.

“ARTICLE 20. Any member found guilty of a breach
of any of the foregoing articles shall be immediately fined
by the Moderator, without putting it to vote in the
Society.”

To the foregoing articles we subscribe our names.

John Taylor, Walter Harkness,
John Gillespie, John Geddes,
William Scott, Donald Morrison,
William McLennan, James Thomson,
Robert Killo, John McCrae,
James Clark, William Luke,
John Fraser, Thomas McLennan.
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As the first minutes cannot but prove interesting, I
shall copy them without abridgment from the original.

Proceeping YE 18T.

It was agreed on by the majority of the Society met at
ve House of Mr. John Taylor, Tuesday 2gth March. 1768,
to duly elect Mr. John Gillespie Moderator. William
Scott and Thomas McLennan were duly elected Stew-
ards, and Mr. James Clark, Secretary. It was agreed on,
to meet the first Thursday of every month following, but
John Gillespic having occasion to go to Philadelphia, ap-
pointed John Taylor to act as Moderator for the time
being, and James Thomson, a Cabinetmaker, was ordered
to make a Box and Mallet.

Dr. the Dox. .85 4d
1oL hy Ye SOCIRY - .. -, 4 2 6
ToJames Clavks fine. ... ... ... .. .. = o o 6
24 3 O
Remeing 0 the Box. .. .. s .csoaiov-- K3 15 &
SR eSS L s -7 4
£4 3 0

Contra. Rar
£.s d
BY L2l foF &2 BOK:. .- i-s:5:5 2553 25n 012 O
3 locks and 3 keys fordo................ o 3 4
ranting M- Bo%. .. - e s o 2 0
A BOGK I0F 8 S0CIEtY . -« ixcovnnvena o 7 O
IR R TR T EARRSe S e D et o I 4
I QUIE PRDRY .. .+ -5 -0 n s - O 1 2
£1 7 4

adjourned to May sth, 1768
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May 51H, 1768—PROCEEDING 2ND.

At the House of John Taylor it was agreed by the
Society that any person who has not yet made applica-
tion shall at any time before the next meeting, on his
being admitted, be allowed the same privilege as the pre-
sent members, on his paying the full arrears from the
first day of the Society’s meeting until the time of their
entry. Itis also agreed that our friend Thos. McLennan
is to warn all the members the next day of meeting. The
Society closed at nine of ve clock in good order.

Cash left in the Box this night......... £319 8§

AT tHE HoUSE oF JouN TAYLOR,
Halifax, 2nd June, 1768.

PROCEEDING THE 3RD.

It is unanimously agreed that the Annual Feast of this
Society be held on the thirtieth day of November, yearly,
it being St. Andrew’s Day. Ii it should happen on a Sun-
day, then it is to be kept the next day following.

It is further agreed that persons applving to become
members of this Society may be admitted upon the same
terms as at the beginning of the Society, notwithstanding
the rule of last night's meeting, to continue until the
next monthly meeting be passed, and no longer, except
on further consideration.

Paid o the Box. ... .. vsiverens £017 o
Remamsinthe Box................. 416 8

JuLy 7T —PROCEEDING THE 4TH.

Mr. John Gillespie, Moderator of the Society, having
returned from Philadelphia, has taken charge of the
Society this night, and had the implements of his office
delivered to him, also a true account of the Society’s cash
then in the Box, and then took the Chair.
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Amount of cash brought forward....£4 16 8
Paid to the Box. ... .. ... 012 O
Remains in the Box this night....... £5 8 8

The Society closed at a quarter past nine o’clock.

AUGUST 3RD.—PROCEEDING THE §$TH.

The Society met at the house of John Taylor.
Amount of cash in the Box, brought forward.. £5 8 8
Phidto the Box.— ... - 012 o

£6 o 8
The Society closed according to their usual harmony.

SepT 1ST.—PROCEEDING 6TH.

The Society met at the house of John Taylor.

It is unanimously agreed that the Box, and whatever
money may at anv time be in it, be kept by the Moderator
for the time being, at his own house, for the better
security of the same. Also that this Society shall hold
three monthly meetings at each member’s house, that
keeps a house of entertainment, in their proper turns.
This motion was made from considering the distressed
condition of a member through sickness, as well as from
their mutual inclination of assisting each other.

Amount of cash in the Box, brought forward.. £6 o 8
Received inthe Box. . - .. .- .« o012 0

Remains in the Box this night........... £6 12 8

The Society closed in great harmony, as usual.

From this time on, till the November meeting of 1760,
we find but little to note. The meetings, as already
shown, were held monthly, but little business was trans-
acted, as the sphere at that early period in the history of
Halifax and of our Society was but limited. The Society
met monthly, cailed the roll, paid the dues. and after
slight refreshment, separated for their homes; but no
doubt their meetings, monotonous as they appear noted,
were events in the month of each member, and were
punctually attended by our founders.
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Biographical Notes—1768.

John Gillespie, the first President, came out to Boston
in 1747, from Aberdeen, and was in a general trading
business between Boston, New York and Port Royal,
Jamaica, until 1764, when owing to losses in trade, he
came to Halifax, and opened a store on the Beach, near
the Ordnance Wharf. His house was at foot of Blowers
Street, on Granville Street, near John Taylor’s. He died
1st June, 1772. Several of his descendants are now liv-
ing in Baltimore and New York.

Jehn Taylor also was a native of Aberdeen, and came
out to New York in 1760, a general trader. He came to
Halifax in 1762, and buift a house at corner of Granville
and Salter Streets. It was a pitched roof, one storey
building, with a veranda around it. Tayvlor was popular
and made money. Alex. Brymer was his friend, and
patron. The Society was formed at Taylor’s, who for
vears was a leading Mason and member of St. Matthew’s
Church. He returned to Aberdeen in 1779.

James Thomson was a native of Edinburgh, a cabinet-
maker. His shop was near the Parade on Argyle Street.
He left Halifax in 1780, and returned to Scotland.

John Geddes was here in 1755. His store was on the
Beach in 1760. He returned to Glasgow in 1772. He
~as uncle to Charles Geddes, who was President in 1806.

1769.
NOVEMBER 2ND.
The Society met at the house of Wm. McLennan.
This being the last meeting before St. Andrew’s Day,
the Society proceeded to elect oficers to rule the Club
for the ensuing year, when the following were elected:
John Gillespie. Modcrator (re-elected);
John Taylor and Jehn MacCrae, Stewcards;
James Clark, Secreceary.
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The Society agreed to dine at the Moderator’s house on
St. Andrew’s Day, the 3oth instant, and this because
William McLennan could not undertake to prepare the
dinner. The Society considered this a very fair reason.

NOVEMBER 30TH.

The Scots Society met at the house of John Giliespie,
Moderator. The Society proceeded to install their new
officers, as beiore named ; this done, an elegant dinner
was tabled, to which several gentlemen of this town (our
countrymen), not belonging to the Club were invited.
After dinner. many loyal toasts, healths and sentiments
were drunk, with the memory of St. Andrew in the con-
clusion of every one of them; in fine, the day was
crowned with the utmost festivity, mirth, jollity, and
ancient Scottish song.

Small comment is required on the above ; that they
must have had a good time, the next minutes of meeting
will testify, which read thus:

DEcEMBER 7TH.

The Scots’ Society met at John Gillespie’s, being the
first meeting after the joyvous celebration of St. Andrew’s.

In the Box....: £16 g 0

Post Captain George Elliot, R.N., of the 63 gun ship
Thetis, became a member.

From this time until the meeting of 7th June, 1770,
nothing of interest appears to have transpired; but at
that meeting Mr. Peter McNab (from whom the present
well-known family are descended) was pleased to offer
himself as a member, and was unanimously elected.

Biographical Note—176g.

James Clark. the Secretary, was a well-known mer-
chant and tallow-chandler, and general storekeeper. His
shop was on Hollis Street, on the present site of the Bank
of Nova Scotia. He served as Secretary from 1768 to
1776, and was a great favorite in the Society.
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Peter McNab was a native of Inverness, Scotland. He
came out to Halifax in 1754, was an enterprising business
man, and leased a part of Cornwallis Island, now McNab's
Island, and employed a number of men fishing, and
sent his trading vessels to Boston and Philadelphia. He
amassed wealth, and was for many years a most popular
member of the Society and town.

1770.
At the September meeting the Society was visited by
Mr. McIlworth, a member and representative of the St.
Andrew’s Society of New York, who at the supper gave
a most interesting account of his Society and its large
membership.
NOVEMBER IST.

The Society met at the house of John Gillespie.
_ In the box......£19 14 10
This was the last monthly meeting at this house. Itis
for certain reasons unanimously agreed that the mem-
bers meet at the house of John Taylor unon Wednesday,
s5th December, and there spend 1s. 6d. each. Any mem-
ber not attending, or not sending his money, to be fined
according to the Articles. It is further agreed that the
Society dine at the house of John Gillespie, St. Andrew’s
Day.
The officers of last year were unanimously re-elected.

NOVEMBER 30TH.

The Society met at the house of John Gillespie, and in-
stalled their officers and had ancther jovous time, chroni-
cled in the very exact terms of the preceding St. An-
drew’s meeting, the day being crowned, etc.

The next meeting was held by appointment at the
house of Wm. McLennan. The dues and entrance
money now amount in the Box to........... £23 4 4
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1771. :
MAy 2xD.

At this meeting Mr. John Patterson was unanimously

elected as a member.
NOVEMBER 4TH.

Meeting held at the house of John Gillcs.':pic'.. The office-
bearers now serving were unanimously re-elécted for the
ensuing year, and the Society dined as usual on: &tg An-
drew’s at the Moderator's house, and the Box coritains
X27 12s. 4d.

1772.
May 7TH.

The Scots Society met at the house of John Gillespie.
In the Box...... £30 4 9
The above sum of the Society’s money amounting to
over Thirty Pounds, by the unanimous voice of the mem-
bers present, was deposited in the hands of .Thomas
McLennan, to keep safe till demanded, by reascu of John
Gillespie’s bad state of health, and the confusion of affairs

in his house occasioned thereby.

JuLy 6rh.

The Scots Society, at the request of the great majority
of seven to two, met at the house of John MacCrae,
one of the Stewards, where the wiwole were warned, one
meeting having passed without doing of business since
the death of John Gillespie, the late Moderator.

James Sutherland joined the Society this evening. The
design of this meeting was to choose a Moderator for the
time being untii next St. Andrew’s Day, and also to vote
for a proper house to transact business in, when it was
unanimously agreed to meet at the house of Wm. Mec-
Lennan. The two absent members being accidentally
possessed ot the three keys of the Box, the proceedings
could not be recorded until the September meeting. Mr.
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Peter McNab was duly elected Moderator until the
November meeting, and the funeral charges of John
Gillespie were ordered to be paid. Articles for the
service of the Society to remain in the Box, viz.:

Paid James Clark sundries for the
funeral of Moderator Gillespie.......... £4 210

Jas. Clark for alamode, gloves,
crape and ferrit to complete the '

‘-

MOUrNING. . . .ovneenn cannnnnn e s 418 3
Articles in the Dox for the use of‘
theSotiely— .« ... -
Paid for the pall, graveand bell. ... ......... 2 oo
To Wm. McLennan, for watching........... ===
*“ Angus Morrison fordo. ... ... ............ 1 © o
£14 1 1

This was the first death in the Society. and appears to
have been that of a very popular man in the Society and
community.

NOVEMBER 5TH.
The Society met at the house of Widow Gillespie,
when it was resolved that the Society dine at this house
on St. Andrew’s Day.

It is further resolved that this Society meet to do brsi-
ness only once a quarter, viz.: the first Thursdays in
March, June, September and December, excepting upon
emergency: in that case cvery member shall be duly
warned. It is further resolved that the said quarterly
meetings be held at the house of Mrs. Gillespie until the
majority think proper to vote some other house. There
will be a meeting on the first Thursday of December to
settle the expenses of St. Andrew’s Day.

The Society met on St. Andrew’s Day at the house of
Widow Gillespie, on Granville Street, foot of Blowers
Street, and the day was spent, as the Minutes read, in
harmony, joy and jollity and ancient Scots song.
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1773-

This year the four Quarterly Meetings were held at
the house of Peter McNab, but little is recorded. Robert
Gillespie was admitted a member, and John Patterson,
who was admitted in 1771, died, and was buried at the
expense of the Society.

On the 3oth of November, St. Andrew’s Day, the
Society met to celebrate the anniversary at the house of
John Rider, where Lt-Gov. Michael Franklin and sev-
eral gentlemen of the Army and Navy, and of the Town.
our countrymen, had been invited to a dinner in ancient
Scots’ taste.  After dinner many loyal toasts, healths and
sentiments were drunk.  In fine, the day was crowned
with the utmost festivity, mirth, good humor and ancient
Scots songs.

Prior to this dinner the re-elected officers of the pre-
vious vear were duly installed.

Biographical Note—1773.

John Rider kept the Wolfe Tavern, opposite the old
Government House, now Province Building. It was
considered at that day a very clegant resort.  His wines
were noted for excellence.

1774-
Marcs 3k,
The Scots” Society met at the house of John Rider.
Major Andrew Macdonald, soth Regiment, became a
member.

This night John McCrae borrowed the sum of £1g
14s. O6d., at 6 per cent. interest, whea Robert Campbell
and Peter McNab became securities.
Alexander Thompson,
Robert Camobell, and
William Allan

were enrolled as members.
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At the next meeting of this yvear Alexander Ross and
Robert MacGowan were unanimously elected, and signed
the Roll. Robert Campbell died and was buried by the
Society before the close of the year.

The Society celebrated their anniversary at the house
of Mr. John Rider. where the day wes spent in the usual
taste and manner. after installing the re-clected officers
of the past for the incoming year.

Biographical Notes—i1774.
Mator Axprew Macboxann.

2orn at Rogart., Sutherlandshire. Scotland, 7th May,
1721, and attended the' Parish School for five vears, after
which he went to work on the farm. but becoming dis-
satisfied with the hard, monotonous toil, he with several
kinsmen. took service with the Hon. East India Com-
panv, then recruiting in the Highlands, and was sent to
Calcutta. For several vears he was emploved on most
active and arduovs work. but the constant turmeoil in
which the great Company’s ambitions and extensions of
territory placed their servants, agreed well with the rug-
ged and trusty contingent of Scottish Highlanders, of
which Macdon=ld was a leading spirit. At the close of
ten  vears' service, his courage. tact in  handling
the natives, and attention to most difficult duties, brought
advancement in position and pay. He was promoted to
the office of Military Inspector of three of the most dis-
tant of the trading outposts of the Company, and ulti-
mately one of the Superintendents of the Convoy and
Defence Department of outgoing expeditions for new
trade and exchange. This duty involved great fatigue
and responsibility in negotiating business far away from
the domains of the Company. It was also a position in-
volving great danger, and several times he was badly
wounded. At length the severe strain of the situation,
joined to the severity of the climate of the interior of
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India, prostrated him, and he was sent back to Scotland
to recuperate.  In 1734 he returned to India and resumed
his former position in the service of the H.E.L. Co. In
1757 he fought under Clive at Plassey, and there was
severely wounded and left on the field as dead. By
almost a miracle he survived, and had again to return
invalided to Britain. After recovering he, through the in-
fluence of the Company. purchased a Commission in the
Scottish Regimental Contingent then being recruited for
service in the operations in North America, and was sent
early in 1738 with the forces for the siege and capture
of Louisburg. After the capture he remained at Halifax
until 1759, when he went with his regiment to Quebec;
was present at the capture of the city and in the
engagement with the French forces under Montcalm on
the Plains of Abraham, where Wolfe was killed. After
the battle he was promoted to a Captaincy in his regi-
ment, and returned to Halifax. In 1766 he was advanced
to the rank of Major and transferred to the old s9th Regt.,
then stationed in this City. In 1770, on the reorganiz-
ation of the Scottish Regiments, he was retired on
full pav and settled in Halifax, where he was well known
and had many friends among the Scottish merchants.
In 1771 he joined the Nowtn Brimisn Sociery, of which
he for over a quarter of a century was a most active and
enthusiastic member. He was a man of powerful and
robust personality. and an outspoken advocate for a more
liberal government of the people, and for civic organiz-
ation of the town. In 1708 he returned to Scotland and
died unmarried at Rogart. in 1809. By his inducement,
his nephew. Robert Macdonald, subsequently came out
to Halifax, and after several years became a member of
the Nortn Brimisn Sociery.  His six sons in the gener-
ation following also became active members, two of them
having the honor of being clected to the chair of the
Society.
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Alexander Ross was born at Elgin, Scotland, in 1740,
and came to Halifax in 1770 with considerable means.
He was treasurer of the Society for several years, was a
leading member of Mather's Church, afterward called
St. Matthew’s and a most popular man in Halifax. He
died 13th July, 1812, ‘

1775-

The four quarterly meetings were held as usual this
vear, but very little is recorded. The office-bearers were
re-clected, the anniversary celebrated as usual, and the
Society’s funds at the close of the vear in the Box
amounted to £31 7s. od.

1776

passed away like its predecessor : no changes and not
one acquisition ; the disturbance in the neighbouring
colonies, which was much felt in the city, having caused
this apathy in the Society’s affairs. But the anniversary
was not forgotten. A large company of Scots, to the
number of seventy, including Lt.-Gov. Arbuthnot and
aides, assembled at the house of John Rider., the great
Tavern at that time, and honored the day most heartily.

The dues collected in the Box now amounted to
£37 10s. od.

At the above meeting the officers were installed for
the ensuing vear: no changes: all re-clected.

1777

witnessed considerable improvement in the Society’s
affairs. The four quarterly meetings were held at the
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house of John Rider. The work of charity was well
attended to, and the following gentlemen joined, viz.:

James Dickson, John Mowatt,
John Miller, Alex. Bryvmer,
John Ratrie, James Black,

and William Dowie.

The Society and countrymen, twenty-seven in number,
celebrated St. Andrew’s at the old Pontac. This old
popular resort stood at the north corner of Duke and
Water Streets, close to the beach. It was at this Tavern
that all the public entertainments took place. It was
kept by a Mr. Willis, who opened it in 1769. As this
was for many years the meeting place of the Society, it
‘may be of interest to copy the proprietor’s notice of open-
ing the house, from the Noca Scotia Chronicle of Oct. 10,
1709: * This is to inform the public that John Willis has
lately opened the house to be known by the name of
Great Pontac, which he proposes to improve in Public
Entertainment, where gentlemen of every profes:ion, both
of Town and Country, may rely on being genteelly treated
at the most reasonable rates. He also proposes keeping
a Chop House, where Gentlemen may be supplied with
the greatest despatch, and dinners dressed at the shortest
notice. He begs leave to inform the Ladies that he has
a good convenience for Baking, in which they may de-
pend on having their commands duly performed to the
greatest nicety, and hot mutton pies every day. As he
has very good convenience for stabling and a Slaughter
House on the premises, he proposes to open a correspond-
ence with the country gentlemen, where they can kill and
dispose of such cattle as they may have occasion for, and
shall always make it a point to assist to the utmost such
gentlemen as shall favor him with their commands with
the greatest despatch.

“ He also begs leave to inform the public that he has
a large and commodious Assembly Room, which is well




24 NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY.

fitted, and he now hopes to have the honour of the patron-
age of the public, and the best attendance may be
depended upon from their most obedient and obliged
humble servant,

“Joux WiLLis.”

The old Pontac was all to the public that this adver-
tisement professed it to be. The Assembly Rooms were
on the second floor:alarge veranda ran quite around the
house, and underneath, butchers’ stalls, with the slaugh-
ter house and bakery filled the ground floor. It was
a great resort for the loungers of the town, and all kinds
of assignations and business were made and attended to
at the Pontac. We can understand from the above quaint
advertisement, its value to the inhabitants at that carly
time. Slaughter-house, ball-room. public and bakery,
butchers™ stalls, and stabling all attended to under one
roof, its court-vard for waggons. etc.. being in the centre
of the building. TFrom this place notices were issued for
public meetings, and at this variety house our Society
met for many vears.

On the 3oth November, previous to the dinner, the
following gentlemen were installed office-bearers for the
ensuing vear:

William Allan, Modcrator:
John MacCrae and Alexander Ross. Stewcards:
Robert MacGowan, Scerefary.

Several of the Moderator’s descendants have been con-
nected with the Society, and favourably known in the
City. He was a very popular man with the Society for
many vears, being a whole-souled Scotchman and the life

of the meetings.

Biographical Note—1777.

Alexander Brymer was born at Dundee, Scotland, in
17209, and entered into business in Glasgow at an early
age, but in 1739 he came out to Halifax with £4.000
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sterling, and very soon became a leading merchant. He
made several good purchases of condemned prizes taken
by the ships of war. He was a grand specimen
of an educated Scotchman, and rapidly came to
the front in our little town as a rising and honourable
man. He was distinguished for a generous and amiable
disposition, and for many vears was esteemed as the very
father of the Scottish community of merchants. By his
advice several Edinburgh and Glasgow men came out
with means, and entering into trade, rapidly made for-
tunes. He was a grand member of the Norta DriTisH
SocieTy, rarely missing a meeting, was President twice,
and has the honour of ever appearing at the head of our
list of Perpetual Members. He had a magnificent resi-
dence on the site of the present Jerusalem Warehouse. It
was long considered the finest house in the Provinces, and
was called “ Brymer’s Palace.” where he entertained very
liberally. He was for many vears Deputy Paymaster
of the Forces, Member of the old Council of Twelve, and
held from time to time almost every office of honour or
distinction in the gift of the Government or people. It
is not always that the prudence and industry that ele-
vate the commercial man to wealth are united with
honour, humanity and generosity. as was the case with
Mr. Brymer: but when found in combination they merit
permanent distinction. After amassing a large fortune,
said to be over £250,000 sterling, he left Halifax in 1801,
to reside in L.ondon. There he married a second time—
a daughter of Lieut.-Governor Sir John Parr—and died
at Ramsgate at an advanced age. in 1822. He will be
long remembered with honour by the NortH BriTisn
Societry, as the member who gave the Institution a pro-
minence and a prestige in this City and Province, which
it retains down to the present hour. Collateral descend-
ants of Mr. Brymer are still in Halifax.
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1778.

The Quarterly meetings of this year were held in the
Great Pontac Tavern; but the unsettled state of matters
in the neighbouring Colonies could not but be felt in this
city, so near the theatre of war; and although a most
popular and estimable man was at the head of the Society,
but little was done. Two gentlemen joined this year:
Lieut. Hyndman, H.M. Ship ** Revenge,” and Wm. Hogg.

The 30th November was celebrated by dining together,
the same joyous event being duly recorded, and on that
day '

Alexander Brymeg was chosen Moderator;
John MacCrae and Alexander Ross, Stewards;
Robert MacGowan, Sccretary.

1779-

Under the able Presidency of Alexander Brymer the
Society flourished, but only one acquisition was made:
Robert Nisbet. The Society decided this year to admit
gentlemen (not countrymen) whom they might wish to
invite as guests to the annual dinner, as shown by the
following resolution carried at the March meeting:

“ That every member introducing a friend to the cele-
bration of St. Andrew’s Day, -shall give at least three
days’ notice, before the time. and have the approbation
of the President or Acting President: and that every
member introducing such friend, shall be accountable for
the reckoning of his or such friends as he may introduce.”

Alexander Brymer was unanimously elected, at the
November meeting, Moderator, and Alexander Ross and
John MacCrae Stewards for the ensuing year.

St. Andrew’s Day was duly honoured by dining to-
gether at the Pontac, when the Lieut.-Governor, Sir
Richard Hughes, the Admiral, the General, with other
distinguished persons, took part as guests of the Society,
the day being given up to festivity and enjoyment.
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1780

was one of marked prosperity and advance in the annals
of the Society.  More note is now made of the meetings,
the charitics are larger. the debates keener, and the
funds are becoming considerable.

During this vear the following were admitted mem-
bers: Patrick MacMaster. Andrew MacGill, Charles
Adams, Andrew Thompson and Michael Wallace: the
last-named was a great favorite with the Society, and a
most active and cnergetic member.  Both himself and
family have been distinguished in several generations as
active men in the Society and the community.

The four Quarterly Meetings were held at the Pontac.
At the Annual Mecting a great variety of business was
transacted, and the following gentlemen clected office-
bearers:

Alexander Brymer, Moderator:

Peter McNab, Iice-Moderator;

John MacCrae and Alex. Ross, Stewards:
Andrew MacGill, Secrctary:

Andrew Thompson. Asst. Sceretary.

Net cash surplus funds at this date. £91 7s. 5id.,
which were lent by the Society to Peter McNab, the
Vice-Moderator ; he giving bonds and engaging to pay o
per cent. per annum for the money.

The festival was observed by dining together at the
Great Pontac, on the 3oth, and passed off as usual, or,
as the records have it, ” the day was crowned with mirth
and jollity.”

Biographical Note—1780.

Hon. Michael Wallace was for over 50 vears an active
aad influential member of our Society, a prominent mer-
chant, and a foremost man in politics. He for many
vears represented Halifax in the Legislature, and in 1803
was appointed a member of Council, and thence until his
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death in 1832 he repeatedly, in the absence of the Lieut.-
Governor, administered the Government of the Province.
He was a thorough strong-minded Scotchman and during
a long and stormy political life, won the good opinion
of all he came in contact with. He was in later life
appointed Treasurer of the Province, and the old £1
notes of generations ago current, were familiarly called
* Michaci Wallaces.” He was President twice, and served
the Society well in all the subordinate offices. He was
long noted for his dignified bearing, and made a magnifi-
cent Chairman at the celebrations of St. Andrew. His
portrait is an excellent copy of a painting by Field.

i

1781.

The Society held its four Quarterly Mectings at the
Pontac. A considerable sum was expended in charity:
and we find that a Lottery being on foot in the Town
for raising a sum sufficient to establish a School, the
Society invested to the extent of ten tickets, at £1 each,
only one of which was successful, the winning number
gaining a prize of £2; rather a losing venture for the
Society ; but as the Lottery was well patronized by the
Town, the members considered it a duty (as the object
to be attained was a good one), to invest a small amount.

At the November meeting—

Andrew MacGill was elected President;
Alexander Thomson, IMice-President ;
John MacCrae and Alex. Ross, Stewards;
Michael Wallace, Secrctary.
The Anniversary was well attended, as the following
record of the event will testify:
* Fridav, 30th November, 1781, being St. Andrese’s—This
day, as by general appointment, the Society met at Mr.
Willis® Old Pontac Tavern, with a number of their
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countrymen and others, to celebrate the festival. The
public guests included the Lieut.-Governor, Sir Andrew
Snape Hammond, Licut.-General Campbell. Rev. Dr.
Breynton of St. Paul’s, and the Chief Justice. At pre-
cisely three o'clock the company sat down to an elegant
dinner. Mr. McGill, our President elect, requested Mr.
James Dickson, one of our most popular and worthy
members, to preside on this occasion. He took the chair,
and the following loyal toasts were drunk after dinner:—

“The King and St. Andrew,

“Land of Cakes and do.,

“ St. George. Old England and do.,

“ St. David, Ancient Britons and do,,

* St. Patrick, Ireland and do.,

= Lieut.-Governor of the Proviice and do.,

*“The Navy, Army and do.,

“ General Camphell, Garrison and do.”
and at the request of Mr. Thomson, Vice-President:

“The Mother of ail Saints, and St. Andrew™: the
last toast having been omitted at first. on account of Rev.
Dr. Brevaton being present.

* After the above, two rounds of toasts were drunk by
the company. and the evening was closed in great mirth,
jollity and Scots feeling.”

The funds of the Socicty, as shown by the Annual
Statement this vear, amounted to £101 17s. 7d.: and
£ 100 was bonded by Peter McNab, at 6 per cent. interest.

Biographical Note—i781.

Mr. MacGill, elected this year to fill the office of Presi-
dent, was a gentleman doing an extensive business in tae
West India trade. He returned to Scotland in 1790.
He was an cloquent speaker. and was noted as a
leader in politics. He had a large general busi-
ness on the cast side of Granville Street, and gave
much employment. He was a thorough Scot. and greatly
esteemed in the Society. Several of his descendants are
to be found in the Province.

3
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1782.
This vear was quite a stirring one in the annals of our
Society, as several gentlemen joined. whose descendants
are at this day numbered with the Society, viz.:

Alexander Green, John Dremner,
George Grant., George Smith,

\Wm. Shand, William Carter,
James Veitch, Richard Kidston,
James Dechman, Alexander Copeland,
Robert Durns, Tames Strachan,
William Hogg. Alexander Anderson.

Several of the aboye-named had just arrived from the
neighboring Colonies, as their loval sentiments were too
well-known to allow of their remaining there any lenger
in safety. Their coming to Halifax proved a valuable
acquisition, as they were all well educated, and of such a
stamp as to clevate the tone of the community.

Amongst other business transacted this vear, may be
mentioned Peter MceNab surrendering ithe Society’s Bond
for £106 to \V. Allen, who agreed to receive it.

At the November mu-ling—

Mr. Andrew Thomson was clected President.
Michael Wallace, Iice-President.
James Strachan and Alex. Green, Joint Scerctarics.

A large company. including Governor Parr and staff
assembled at the Pontac on St. Andrew’s Day, which

passed off as usual, ~in great harmony.”

Biographical Notes—i1782.

Dr. John Halliburton. father of the late Chief Justice
Halliburton. was the son of a Presbyterian minister in
Haddington, Scotland, born in 1725. He was Surgeon
in the Navy. and before the Revolution settled at New-
port. Rhode Island, and married a Miss Brenton.
He had a splendid practice there as a leading physician,
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but when the great dispute broke out he took sides with
the Loyalists and was bauished, leaving for his avowed
political principles a splendid home, a valuable practice,
and all the property he had accumulated. He came
to Halifax with his famuiy, and on his arrival was given
the control of the Naval Medical Department, then a
very lucrative and important position. This was in 1782.
In addition to his official duties, Dr. Halliburton entered
into general practice and became a leader in his profes-
sion and a most influential member of the Society and
community. In less than five years he was elected Pre-
sident, and on the same date was appointed by the Gov-
ernment a member of the old Council of Twelve, the
“ Star Chamber of Nova Scotia.” He lived a most ex-
emplary life, and was deservedly esteemed as one of the
best of our citizens. The Society held him in great esti-
mation, and for twenty vears he never missed a meeting.
His son, the Chief Justice. and grandson, John C. Halli-
burton, subsequently kept his memory green by their
attachment and interest in the institution. Dr. Halli-
burton died at IHalifax in 1808,

James Strachan, a native of Huntley, Aberdeenshire,
was born there in 1746, and came to Halifax in 1780,
entered into a general business with Andrew McGill, on
Lower Water Street. and for many years conducted a
large shipping business to the West Indies and the
Mauritius. He was the first of the Strachan family to come
to Halifax, where they in successive generations have left
a creditable commercial and social record. Mr. Strachan
was one of the first Secretaries of the Society in 1782, and
Vice-President in 1783 He was for a long generation
associated with our Institution, and was several times
elected Chairman of the Dinner Committee. Mr. Strachan
died at an advanced age in Halifax in 1836, and was
buried in Old St. Paul’s Churchyard.

Alex. Green, George Grant, Wm. Shand, James Veitch,
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Robert Burns, Wm. Hogg, Wm. Cater, Alex. Copeland,
Alex. Anderson, were all Loyvalists who came here from
New York, all in good positions in the mercantile world
in New York and Rhode Island.

1783.

In examing the records for this year, we find an in-
creasing interest manifested by the members. The meet-
ings were well attended, and a respectable number of
additions were made to the ranks of the Society. The
Meetings were held'at the Old Pontac as usual, and
nearly every member on the roll attended. The follow-
ing were admitted members:—

Wm. Davidson, Thomas Manson,
Wm. Gibbon, James Hunter,
Wm. Lyon, Robert Geddes,
Charles Geddes, Robert Lyon,
Peter Lennox, John Ritchie,
George MacCrae, George Gunn.

The funds of the Society are now from various sources,
accumulating, as we find the Bond transferred to Alex.
Ross, for £150; and that after a respectable amount had
been expended in various charities, Alex. Brymer was
elected a perpetual member, at his own request, he pay-
ing £10 for the honor, and receiving the unanimous
thanks of the Society.

At the annual meeting, the following gentlemen were
clected office-bearers for the ensuing year:—

Michael Wallace, President:

James Strachan, Fice-President:

Robert Buins, Secretary:

Alex. Copeland, Asst. Secrctary;

Wm. Allen, Treasurer;

Alex. Ross and John MacCrae, Stewards.
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At this meeting the following gentlemen were ap-
pointed a committee to revise the Rules of the Society,
and prepare a digest for the appioval of the memuers:

Messrs. Wallace, Burns, Strachan, Cepeland and An-
derson.

The celebration of St. Andrew was well attended to.
About 8o persons dined together at the Pontac Tavern.

The dinner was attended by representatives of the Army,
Navy, Bench and Bar.

Biographical Notes—1783.

The twelve gentlemen admitted to the membership
of the Society this year were all leading members
of the community. Willilam and Robert Lyon. Geo.
Gunn and Thos. Manson, and Robert and Charles
Geddes, came out to Halifax and engaged in business by
influence of Alex Brymer; they all subsequently accumu-
lated fortunes, mainly through purchase and sale of con-
demned prizes and cargoes, captured from the IFrench by

the British fleet, and sold in Admiralty Court at Halifax
during the war.

John Ritchie was a Dockvard official. a popular man
.n Halifax for a long generation.

He died at Halifax,
1814,

George MacCrae was an artist from Edinburgh. His
principal work, Portraits in Oils, was greatly admired
and patronized by

Halifax society. He
Scotland in 1802.

returned to

Peter Lennox, a native of Inverness, came to Halifax
from New York with the Loyalists, having suffered
severely in losses incurred during the Revolution. On his
arrival at Halifax he secured, througn influence at the
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War Office, London, an appointment to the Commis-
sariat Department, which he subsequently held for
25 vears. Lennox was husband of the celebrated writer,
Mrs. Charlotte Lennox, author of “ Shakespeare Illus-
trated.” “The Female Quixote, or the Adventures of
Arabella,” and other works greatly read during the latter
part of the 18th century. In London society she belonged
to the literary coterie of Hannah More, Goldsmith, Dr.
Johnson, Fanny Burney and other celebrities. She died
in London in 1804. Mr. Lennox was greatly esteemed
by the members of the NortH Britisa SocieTy, was a
good speaker and capital singer, and greatly interested
the meetings by his varied social talents. He died in
1809 at Halifax, and was buried in St. Paul's old Church-
vard.

1784.

This vear, under the able management of the office-
bearers, the Society progressed favorably; the meetings
were largely attended, a considerable amount of business
was transacted at each meeting, and a number of gentle-
men were added to the Roll, several of them leading men
in the Colony, viz.:—

Anthony Stewart, Rev. Thos. Russeli,
Wm. Campbell, Daniel MacMaster,
James DBenvie, Joseph Gilchrist,
David Ferguson, William Gordon.
James Wallace, William Forsyth,
Peter Wemyss, Dr. Duncan Clark,
George Rodgers, Alex. MacDonald.

Alexander Thomson, being about to leave the Province
to end his days in Scotland, became a Perpetual Member,
by paying £10. A Silver Cross and Ribbon, to be worn
by the President while presiding at the meetings, was
presented by Peter Lennox. At the November meeting,
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the following gentlemen were eiected to preside over the
Society’s interests for 1785:

Anthony Stewart, President;

Geo. Smith, Vice-President;

David Ferguson, Secretary;

Alexander Ross, Treasurer;

John MacCrae, Steward.

Over one hundred persons sat down to the annual din-
ner on the 3oth, and the day was marked by several tal-
ented speeches being delivered on the occasion by the
President, Dr. John Halliburton, Michael Wallace, Lieut.-
Governor Fanning and other leading men of the city. A
large amount was expended in charity during the year,
and the funds noted as * steadily accumulating.”

Biographical Notes—1784.

Rev. Thomas Russell, a native of Paisley, Scotland,
born 1755. Minister of St. Matthew’s Church, 1784-86.
In 1786 he retired from his Pastorate to return to Scot-
land, but the ship * Sceptre,” on which he sailed, was lost
at sea, and all perished. He was a most eloquent
preacher, and was greatly esteemed by the Society. His
son, George N. Russell, became a prominent merchant of
Halifax, and was President of the Society in 1822.

William Forsyth, President of the Society in 1788, was
born in Edinburgh in 1755, and came to Halifax in 1783.
He was a wealthy and prominent merchant, and had a
fleet of vessels sailing from Halifax, east and west. He
represented Halifax in the Legislature, and in after vears
was appointed member of the Council. After a long and
strenuous life, he died at Halifax in 1822, and was buried
at Sackville, above Bedford, N.S.

Wm. Campbell, Jas. Benvie, Peter Wemyss and Wm.
Gordon were all from Glasgow. They came out 1763,
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induced to visit Halifax through letters from Mr. Alex.
Brymer. They were very successful in business. Benvie
and Gordon continued in trade in this Province until 1801,
when they sold out to Alex. MacMaster and returned to
Glasgow. All those mentioned were for many vears
popular members of the Society, and foremost merchants
of Halifax.

Anthony Stewart was for many years a most pooular
member of the Society, and one of the foremost in all
good works in Halifax for nearly thirty years. DBeing
a strong Loyalist, he came to Halifax in 1782, and with
other co-patriots isted greatly in making Halifax a
well-kncwn centre for large mercantile trade.

Mr. Stewart, born in Aberdeen, and educated there,
had for years previous to the Kevolution conducted a
great business in Baltimioré, with a branch house at New
York. He was acquainted with Halifax and its people,
and at once, after his scttling here, was received by all
classes as a born leader. He soon proved his value to
the place, and was looked up to for advice and direction.
He was a fearless, outspoken man ; vigour and enthusiasm
marked his every movement, and in addition to amassing
a large fortune, he gave freely to Church and State, and
his naine crops up continually in our local Halifax records
as taking part in all good works projected for the public
good. At the Societyv’s meetings he was seen at his best,
a clever, enthusiastic speaker, with a well-pronounced
Scottish accent: in addition, a good singer, he made him-
self essential to the success of the Quarterly Meetings, as
well as the Annual Dinners. He lived for many years
on Grafton Street, then a most fashionable locality, and
entertained largelv. He was interested in several large
speculations, in which he was joined by Alex. Brymer
and Wm. Forsyth; one particularly, in rum and sugar,
from Halifax to London, it is said freighted over 20 ves-
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sels and netted an immense profit. His portrait by

Loudon is that of a man of enormous energy and capa-
bilities.

Dr. Duncan Clark, born in Scotland and educated for
a physician. Early after taking his course and degree at
Edinburgh, by the advice of friends in New York, left
Scotland and came to America. Was in practice for
several years, and at the time of the Revolution was in
New York, and on the evacuation of the city by the
British, accompanied the lLovalists to Halifax. Dr.
john Halliburton was a great friend of Clark’s. and
winen appointed to the medical charge of the Navy
and the Naval Hospital here, gave him a helping hand.
For several yvears both Halliburton and Clark had. in
addition to their Hospital work, a large medical practice
in the town, and were for vears the leading professional
men.  Socially Clark was a great favorite: a man of fine
presence and dignified bearing. He took a leading part
in the Scottish community, amassed wealth, having
been successful in several privateering ventures, was
twice President of the Noxrrn DBritisn Sociery, 178 and
1708, was Grand Master of Masons in succession to Hon.
Richard Bulkeley in 1800-1. and was also a leading mem-
ber in St. Matthew's Church, and popular with all classes
of the town.

Dr. Clark, John DBremner, Alex. Brymer, Hon. Dr.
John Halliburton and the two Geddesses, were a literary
coterie, who met regularly for several vears to read papers
on social and scientific subjects at the Pontac Tavern.
The papers and discussion occupied an hour, and then
with friends the after-math devoted to wit, song and
healtls, was prolonged o the next morning. The Duke
of Kent often joined them, and both Clark. Halliburton
and Almon, who was several vears connected with the
Ordnance Hospital, \.ere Physicians-in-Ordinary to the
Duke of Kent, Lady St. Laurent and the household at
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Prince’s Lodg:, while the Duke and his retinue remained
in Halifax. Dr. Clark retired from his position in the
Naval Yard in 1800.

178s.

The Society held its four quarterly meetings at the
Pontac. At this date it numbered in its ranks many of
the influential Scotchmen of the city; it gradually ex-
tended its charities, and helped many who about this
time emigrated to the Province. The following gentle-
men enrolled themselves this vear:

John Cannel, Robert Buchanan,
Donald MacLean, John Leckie,
Andrew Liddell. John Patterson,
Peter Smith, Thomas Gordon,
Thomas Robertson, William Annand.

The President obtained leave of absence from the So-
ciety to visit the Old Country. * The funds now in hand
amount to £192.7 The following office-bearers were
clected to serve for 1786:

George Smith, President;

Dr. John Halliburton, I'ice-President :
\William Lyon. Secrctary:

Andrew Liddell. Asst. Scerctary;
Alexander Ross, Treasurer:

John MacCrae and Alex. Ross, Stewards;

A magnificent dinner was given on the 3joth, at which
all the leading men of the Province were present. Wit
mirth, and good speeches occupied the time from three in
the zfterncon until ten at night.

Biographical Notes—1785.

Andrew Liddell, from Berwick. Scotland, opened a
general store on Hollis Street, opposite old St. Matthew's
Church, was successful in business, and died in .809.

Geo. Smith, a native of Dornoch, Scotland, came to
Halifax by influence of Alex. Brymer. He commenced
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business on Granville Street, near Duke Street, and for
many years conducted a large establishment, principally
in cordage and hardware. He made a splendid fortune,
and like Mr. Brymer, was the means of several well-
educated young Scotsmen coming to this country. He
was ever a loval and foremost member of the Society, and
was popular and respected in his generation.

Wm. Annand, uncle of the late Hon. William Annand,
was born at Glasgow, Scotland, May 2nd. 1730;
was long associated with James Annand, who had
a job printing office on Bedford Row. He was a most
popular member of our Society, and in 1820 died at Hali-
fax: was considered one of the most pleasing speakers
at our meetings: was father of Hon. \Wm. Annand, an
esteemed Perpetual Member.

1786.

If records are a criterion of a Society’s growing sopu-
larity and importance, the Noxrtn BriTisn SoCiETY must
this vear have made great progress, as the transaction of
a great amount of business is recorded.

A Committee appointed to revise the Rules, reported
during this yvear, and their work was unanimously ap-
proved of, and the report was ordered to be printed. A
Messenger, Wm. Campbell. was appointed. Two Assist-
ant Vice-Presidents, Charles Geddes and James King,
were also appointed. A long list of persons were re-
lieved. and the benefit of our Institution was felt during
the winter b:* the number of poor countrymen who
arrived late in the previous autumn. The following mem-
bers were enrolled during the vear:

William Duffus, John MacKie,
James Alexander, William Veitch.
Andrew Gray, James Ewing,
John Anderson, Peter Muir,
George MacIntosh, Robert Kille
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As the revised Rules and By-Laws adopted this year
for the future government of the Society do not differ
materially from those under which the Society was sub-
sequently incorporated, we will only note the preamble
and first five leading rules:

** Preamble —Every institution calculated for the charit-
able relief and assistance of our fellow-creatures in want
and distress, is certainly commendable. Such, it is hoped,
the Nortn Britisu Sociery of Halifax will be acknow-
ledged by all who candidly peruse the subsequent Rules
of their institution.

“ When people fall into misfortune and distress in any
part of the world rembte from the place of their nativity,
they are ever ready to apply for relief to those originaily
from the same country, on the supposition that they may
possibly have connection by blood with some of them,
or at least know something of their relations.

“ On this account the natives of Scotland. and those
descended of Scots parentage in the Town of Halifax,
agreed, in the vear 1768, to form themselves into a So-
ciety, the principal design of which was to raise and keep
a sum of money in readiness for the above creditable pur-
pose.

“ The good effects of it have been experienced for these
cighteen vears past: and though the application of this
charity has been of course confined, as has the manner
of collecting it. yet it may not prevent the Society from
acting up to the principles of universal charity on other
occasions, when their funds will afford to extend it.”
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RULES OF THE NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY OF
HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA.

(Revised and Adonted May 3rd, 1786.)

“ 1st.—The Socicty shall .ontinue by the name of * Tue
Norrin Britisg Sociery " at Halifax, in the Province of
Nova Scotia.

“2nd.—For maintaining a good understanding, ac-
quaintance and fellowship with each other, the members
of this Society shall assemble at some convenient house
in the Town of Halifax, four times a year, besides their
anniversary meeting, viz., the first Thursday in Novem-
ber, February, May and August. At these meetings the
Society, or the major part of the members then met, may
resolve upon and vote further rules and orders, as may
from time to time be found necessary and convenient for
its regulation and harmony.

* 3rd.—At the meeting in November. the members then
rezularly met shall by majority of votes elect the officers
for the ensuing vear, viz., a President, Vice-President,
two Assistants, a Treasurer. Secretary and Messenger,
who must be all residents in the Town of Halifax.

“ The meeting of St. Andrew’s Day shall be called the
Anniversary Assembly of the North British Society, on
which day, or the dav following, if that happen to be on
Sunday, the officers elect are to enter upon their offices
for the year ensuing.

* sth.—A majority of the members met at any of the
quarterly meetings shall. upon due application made,
have power to admit into the Society any man of honour
and integrity as a resident member, provided he shall be
a North Briton, or the son of a North Briton, and be pre-
viously proposed to the Society by one or more members,
and approved by a majority at one of the quarterly meet-
ings ; and with respect to honorary members, that is to

i
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sav. such gentlemen as do not statedly reside in the
Province. but become contributors and benefactors, their
admission shall be wholly left to the direction of the
President and Assistants. .

“Voted unanimously. agreed, and sealed with the
Society Seal, at the Town of Halifax, in the Province of
Nova Scotia, at a quarterly meeting of the said Society,
the third day of May, in the vear of our Lord, One Thou-
sand Seven Hundred and Eighty-Six.”

It is worthy of notice hicre that but John MacCrae, of
the original fourteen who first mei to organize the So-
ciety, signed the above rules; the remainder were all dead,
or had gone back to Scotland within the short space of
cighteen vears. The annual meeting this vear was the
largest ever held since the formation of the Society. The
following gentlemen were, by their request, added to the
roll of honorary members:

Col. Thomas Dundas,

Major Hugh M. Gordon,

Hon. Henry Duncan (Commander R.N.))

Peter Hunter,
and took their seats during the evening. The Society
made choice of the following gentlemen for office-bearers
for the ensuing vear, 1787 :—

Doct. John Halliburton, President;

Mr. William Forsyth, Fice-President :

Do D. Clark, Senr. Asst. iee-President;

I'homas Robertson, Junior do. do.:

Alexander Ross, Treasurer:

Andw. Liddell and Anthoay Daterson, Scerctarics.

The Festival of the 3oth November was celebrated as
usual by a Grand Dinner at the Pontac Tavern, at which
150 were present. Ainongst the invited guests of the
Society were Governor Parr and Staff, Lieut.-General
Lyons, the Admiral, the Chief Justice, the Presidents and
Vice-Presidents of the St. George's, German and Irish
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Societies.  The Dinner passed off with great eclat and was
under the able management of the following gentlemen,
who received the thanks of the Society for the able man-
ner in which they discharged their duties.

Doct. John Halliburton,

Hon. Michael Wallace,

Hon. Alexander Drymer,

Hon. Anthony Stewart,

Andrew McGill.

About £735 was disbursed this year amongst the poor
emigrants who arrived during the summer.

Biographical Notes—1786.

Robert Killo was a native of Aberdeen, master mariner,
and a nephew of one of the Founders of the Society.

Mr. Ewing was a native of Perth, and emigrated from
Scotland in 1765, IHis place of business was corner of
Duckingham and Granville Streets, west side. He was in
the fancy goods trade, and was connected with several
large ventures to the East. He made a great fortune in
trade here, and returned to Perth in 1814. He was Sec-
retary in 1708 and President in 1606 and 1811, He was
noted for his financial abilities and for his capital singing
at meetings of the Society.

Hon. Henry Duncan (Commander R.N.), and Commis-
sioner of the Dockyard here, was a most enthusiastic
Scotchman. He resided in the Dockvard, and for many
yvears was member of the Council, and a leading member
of St. Matthew's Church. Was clected President in 1796.
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- 1787.

This year the Society had at its head one of the most
popular men who ever held that office—Doctor John Hai-
liburton, who, by his winning manner, induced members
to take even a more than ordinary interest in the business
of the meetings, which were all well attended. During
the vear the following were admitted members :—

Adam Fife, Dunbar Sloane,

Jas. Johnson, Alexander Dremner,
Duncan Grant, | William Kidston,
Rev. Dr. A. Brown, Alexander Clunas.

In the above list may be noticed the names of several
who through a long period of membership acquitted
themselves with credit, and were distinguished by the
genial interest they manifested in the Society’s welfare.

The Society donated to the settlers at Preston this
winter £10, for, although beyond the limits of the So-
ciety's usual charities, the sufferings of the negroes de-
manded attention from all charitably disposed societies
and persons throughout the community.

This year a committee was appointed to take charge
of one of the original fourteen who founded the Society
i in 1768. John MacCrae, for many vears Steward. and who
t had been re-elected to that office from time to time, hav-
H

|

ing shown strong marks of insanity. and his affairs there-
by getting into a deranged state, and his family being in
want, the Committee ably discharged their duties, main-
taining him and his houschold till his death. which took
place in January, 1788, when he was interred at the So-
ciety’s expense, his family receiving assistance for vears
after. Thus the benefits of the Institution were illus-
trated in the case of one of its founders, who, at the
period of its formation was in comfortable circumstances,
and little dreamed of adverse affairs and an impoverished
end. By the annual statement at the November meet-
ing we find the finances in a healthy condition, the
amount of funds in the hands of the Treasurer being

NI —————————
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£160 8. Peter McNab gave his bond for £130. at
six per cent. interest, until next annual meeting. The
Society elected the following office-bearers for 178R:
William Forsyth, President:
Dr. Duncan Clarke, Iice-President:
Andrew Liddell and Richard Kidston, Asst. do.;
John Patterson and John Bremner, Sceretarics:
Alexander Ross, Treasurer:
William Annand, John McGill, Stewcards:
Peter Muir, Messenger, at 10s. per quarter
Rev. Andrew Brown, Chaplain (the first appointment
of that kind made).

And the first regular Committee of Charity of the So-
ciety was appointed this evening : heretofore the Stewards
having performed that dutv. Committee of Charity:

Doctor John Halliburtom,
Doctor Duncan Clarke,
Hon. Michael Wallace,
William Forsyth and
Andrew MacGill,

The festival was duly celebrated on the 3oth Novem-
ber, at the Golden Ball Tavern, corner Hollis, rear Sack-
ville Street, at which Governor Parr and Suite, General
Ogilvie, Dishop Inglis, the Presidents and Vice-Presi-
dents of the St. George's, German and Irish Societies,
were the invited guests. These, with about a hundred
and fifty of the Scotsmen of the City, had a magnificent
re-union, of which a flattering notice appeared in New
York and Philadelphia papers, representatives of the Scot-
tish Societies of those cities having been present.

Biographical Notes—1787.

Dunbar Sloane was a Loyvalist from New York, who
with Jas. Johnson went to Barbados, but not liking the
climate, came to Halifax, and for several vears carried
on an iron business in Lower Water Street, foot of Sack-
ville Street. Sloane afterwards returned to New York,
where many of his descendants are in business to-day.
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Dr. Andrew Brown. our first Chaplain and minister of
St. Matthew's Church, was a native of Edinburgh, Scot-
land. He came out to Halifax in 1787, and continued
Pastor till 17935: was an eloquent and noted divine in his
day. He wrote a History of Nova Scotia, the manuscript
of which is in the Dritish Museum. It remains un-
published through an accident. The vessel carrying it
to Dritain was wrecked : among other wreckage it came
ashore in an old trunk near Southampton, and vears after
vas discovered in a chandler’s shop in London.  Fortu-
nately only a few leaves were missing. [t was purchased
by some one who knew its value, and deposited in the
Librarv of the Museum. A great deal of it has re-
appeared in publications credited to other writers than
Brown. He returned to Scotland and died at Edinburgh
carly in the 19th century. \While in Halifax he was a
most popular member, a splendid speaker, and was long
remembered for his keen satire and quaint humour, and
while in Nova Scotia outstripped all his contemvoraries
m genius and literary acquirements. In 1791, he was
appointed by the Imperial Government Garrison Chap-
lain to the Scottish dissenting Troops in Halifax, with
a salary of £70 sterling.  This he received until his de-
parture from Halifax in 17935,  After Lis return to Scot-
land, he succeeded the great Dr. Blair in Edinburgh Uni-
versity as Professor of Rhetoric and belles Iettres.

Biographical Note——1788.

Licut.-General Jas. Ogilvie, an Honorary Member, was
in command of the Forces in Nova Scotia several years.
The Fort near Point Pleasant was named after him.  The
General was a most enthusiastic Scotchman of the old
school, and a remarkable man of ability in his profes-
sion.  He attended many of the meetings of the Society,
and spoke at several of the St. Andrew dinners. He was
a great friend of John Bremner and also of Alex Brymer
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and severzl other wealthy Scottizh members of the So-
ciety. It was said at the time that he was a silent part-
ner in the house of \Wm. Forsyth & Co., and had placed
£ 20,000 sterling there to advance the interest of his only
son James, who had no inclination for a professional life.
His son was with Forsyth for severai vears, and retired
with £ 30000 sterling. He died at London in 1820. The
General died at Carnonsie. Banfishire, in 1816, aged 78
years.

1788.

This vear the Society was ca'lled upon to aid several
refugees in returning to Scotland: amongst the number
was the Rev. Andrew Mitchell, who played a conspicuous
part as a Lovalist in Doston during the rebellion. The
four Quartcrly Meetings were well attended, and at the

g eongre

anrual in November the following were elected to govern

the Society for the ensuing vear:
Doct. Duncan Clarke, President;
Charles Geddes, I ice-President : |

Adam Fife and John Bremner, Asst. do.
Alexander Dryiaer, Junr., Seerctary: a‘
James Stewart, dsst. do.:
Alexander Ross, Treasurer:
Peter Muir, Messenger:

James Veitch,
William Hogz, !
Richard Kidston

Robert Killo,

Alexander Ross, ' Commitier

Stewcards for the Festival.

of Charity.
. James Dechman,
Adam Fife.

The following members were acquired during the

year:
Alex. Lrymer, Jr.. Hon. James Stewart,
James Fraser, \lex. Abercrombie,
Roderick Mackav, John Irvin.

Charles Handyside, Alexander Wills,
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(Alex. Bryvmer, Ir., was nephew of Hon. Alex. Bry-
mer).

And the following were admitted as Honorary Mem-
bers:

Brigadier-General Ogilvie, the Commander of the
Forces: Major Scott, R.A.; Major Thomson, 57th Regi-
ment,

The festival was celebrated by the usual dinner, held
this vear at the Golden Ball, Governor Parr and Suite,
the Admiral and Flag Lieutenants, the General and Staff,
the DBishop, and the leading officials being the invited
guests. The festivity commenced at 5 o'ciock p.m., and
was kept up with great spirit till 2 a.m., December 1st.
As the Society had then enrolled all the leading citizens
of the City, they being nearly all Scotsmen, the dinner
was always one of the great events of the vear. This
one proved no exception to the rule.

1789.

This vear a large amount was distributed, as there
were at the time many needy applicants; otherwise but
littie: of note occurred.

Dovid Hall, Joha Hall,
John Grant, John MacKenzie,
were admitted ordinary members.

At the anrual meeting, Peter McNab, Esq., renewed
his B nd to the Society, adding to the original amount
twenty ponnds. His new Dol was for the sum of one
hundred and fifty pounds. At this meeting, the folle w-
ing were appointed office-bearers for 1790:

Hon. Alexander Brymer, President;
Michael Wallace, ice-President
Wiiliam Lyon,

Tot . Asst. iee-Presidents
ohn Bremner,

Alexander Ross, Treasurer;

John Paterson, Seerctary.




Bry-

[em-

the
Regi-

held
uite,
staff,
vited
,and
- 1st.
izens
mner
This

there
» but

ewed
ount
f one

“(' w-

NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY.

63

The Committee of Charity, and Messenger, were unani-
mously re-elected.

The festival was ¢ 'ebrated at the Golden Ball, by
the usual magnificent dinner. Governor Parr and Suite,
the General and Staff, the Dishop and leading Clergy, and
in fact all the notables of the Province were present. The
Presidents and Vice-Presidents of St. George's, St. Pat-
rick’s, and the German Societies, were also guests on this
occasion. The band of the 73th Regiment was in at-
tendance. The prints of the date give a very flattering
account of the spirit and style which marked this dinner.

At this date, an immense business was carried on in
and from Halifax. The world was in a continual state
of war. Many prizes were captured by the great fleet
of men-of-war and privateers on this s.ation, brought
intc Halifax, condemned in Admiralty Court and sold at
auction. Many of these prizes were first-class ships,
well built and equipped for long service. Syndicates or
Companies of our merchants would purchase thes: ves-
sels and cargoes sometimes 2t a low rate. and being all
ready for sea would at once be dispatched to foreign
markets. The result of these speculations would at
times ensure tremendous returns. These vessels would
take return cargoes, and when trading in the East
times would not return to Halifax for vears after. Mean-

while their business results would be transmitted t

Halifax and iavested in further speculations: so that, al-
though Halifax had a small population at this time, the

enterprise of her Scottish merchants was known to all
mercantile centres of the trading world.

1740.

Greai interest was manifested in the proceedings of
the Society: and it is here worthy of remark, that but
few members absented themselves from either the ordi-
nary or special meetings, several of which were called
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this vear. Among the gentlemen who, we may say,
never missed a meeting, may be mentioned the names of
Hon. Michael Wallace, William Duffus.
Alexander Irymer, James Dechman.
Andrew Liddell, Alex. Dremner.
and others. A large number were relieved by the So-
ciety this vear, and a committee was appointed to revise
the rules lately adopted, as several additions had since
been made, and alteratios had become necessary. The
Committee consisted of the following:—
Doctor Andrew DBrown,
Hon. Alexander Brymer,
Hon. Aichael Wallace,
William Forsyth,
Alexander Drymer, Jr.

The Committee were to report for the approval of the
Society sometime during 1791, The funds of the Society
were in a flourishing state, although many claims had
been satisfied, and much distress alleviated. The fol-
lowing were admitted ordinary members this vear:

Alexan.ler Morrison, John Hunter,

John Ross, Archibald Ferguson,
William Thompson, Colin Campbell.
John Morton, William Smritli,
Jaraes Forbes, ijamesz Forman,
Georgze Grassie, James Stewart (2).

Andrew Cumming.
At the annual mecting,
Alexander Thomson was elected President;
John Grant, I'ice-President :
Alex. Brymer, Ir,

Asst. Uice-Presidents.
William Lvon. E 8 el

|

The Committee of Charity, and Stewards, were unani-
mously re-clected, and a vote of thanks passed for their
able management during the past vear. The celebration




say,

res of

¢ So-
evise
since

The

of the
ociety
s had
¢ fol-

son,

unani-
T th(‘ir
yration

NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY. 63

of the 3oth November took place at the Golden Ball, and
was attended, as usual, by all the notables of the Pro-
vince.

Biographical Notes—17go0.

William Thompson—afterward Prothonotary.

Wiliiam Smith, familiarly called at this time “ The
Rebel,” was a very clever man, and represented Halifax
County for many years. His nephew, Lord Strathcona,
High Commissioner for Canada, strongly resembled him
in appearance. Mr. Smith was elected President in 1800.

1791.

This vear the Society experienced a great loss, in the
death of the Treasurer, Mr. Alexander Ross, who for
many years took a verv active interest in the welfare of
the Institution. His son. John Ross, was unanimously
clected in his stead. Several special meetings were
called, to take into consideration many cases which de-
manded the aid and care of the Society, all of which were
well attended to. The Society prospered during this
vear, and there appears to have been a lively interest
taken in its affairs by the great majority of the members.
It may here be worthy of note, that the Quarterly Meet-
ings were summoned for a quarter before five p.m., and
that they generaily closed at 10 o'clock. The festival
was cclebrated, as usual, in grand style, at the Golden
3all.  The cost of entertaining the public guests, among
whom was the Administrator of the Government, Hon.
Richard Bulkeley, was covered by a grant from the funds
of the Society. About one handred and fifty sat down
to dinner, and the day was closed, as usual. in great har-
mony.

The Committee appointed to revise and amend the
Constitution and By-Laws, met in September, and sub-

5
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mitted a code for the future government of the Society.
The Committee, in bringing them forward, expressed a
hope that they would be considered as the final laws of
the Society, and that nc further amendments would be
considered necessary. They improved several of the
old By-Laws, and added those that had been passed
since the last revision, in 1786. These Rules were passed
unanimously at a large meeting, and were principally
framed by the Hon. Michael Wallace. With a few
amendments, these were the Rules under which the So-
ciety was incorporated.
The officers for 1792 were elected at the November

meeting, viz.: -

John Grant, President;

John Bremner, ice-President:

Alex. Brymer, )

William Lyon, |

John Ross, Treasurer:

George Grassie, Secretary;

Rev. Andrew Brown, Chaplain;

Peter Muir, Messenger;

Committee of Charity—re-elected.

Asst. Vice-Presidents;

Biographical Note—i1791.

John Grant was a wealthy merchant, Victualler to the
Navv for several years, was a leader in politics, and a
great favorite in society. His place of bisiness was on
the corner of Prince and Hollis Streets, were the present
Union Bank now stands.

1792.

The Society had many applications this vear from dis-
tressed countrymen wishing to be relieved and enabled
to reach their homes in Scotland. Many were from Bos-
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ton and Philadelphia. The Society was ably seconded
in its praiseworthy efforts by the firm of William Forsyth
& Co., the partners of which house were active members
on the Roll of the Society, as their ships generally took
back to Scotland several of the poor at every trip. They
were publicly thanked on several occasions for their
meritorious services in this particular way. Several
gentlemen were added to the Society this year, viz.:

Alexander Izatt, Archibald Wilson,

Wickwoith Allan, George Glennie,

Admiral Murray, Commander-in-Chief on the
Station.

To the Honorary List were added,
Captain Duncan Campbell, R.N. Titus Levi.

The above gentlemen attended several meetings of the
Society.

Mr. Andrew Cummings presented the Society with a
ballot box, for which he received a vote of thanks.
The November meeting was largely attended, and the

following popular gentlemen elected office-bearers for
the ensuing year:

James Stewart, President;

Wm. Lyon, ice-President;
{:.‘:::'\S:;;:]‘mn' : Asst. Viee-Presidents;
John Ross, Treasurer;

James Forbes, Seerctary;

David Hall, Asst. do.;

Wm. Kidston, Peter McNab, ) Committee
Robert Killo, Wm. Annand, r  of
James Dechman,
James Stewart,
John Hunter,
Dr. Andrew Brown, Chaplain;
John Taylor, Messenger,;

* Charity.

: Ste~vards:
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The President, .
Vice Do.,

Doctor Clarke,

John Brown,

Michl. Wallace, |

The Festival was celebrated, as usual, on the 30th, at

the Golden Ball. Prior to the dinner the Society paraded
through the principal streets in procession, and then at-
tended Divine Service at the Presbyterian Church, where
Dr. Andrew Brown, Chaplain to the Society, preached a
sermon on “ St. Andrew,” and gave a most eloquent
speech at the dinner. He was the clever orator of his
day. Afterwards the members dined together, with the
leading men of the Province as guests, the new Lieut.-
Governor, John Wentworth, Admiral, Heads of Depart-
ments, etc. The dinner passed off with great cclat, and
was favorably noticed in the journals of the day.

' A Committce to Superintend
A the Festival.

Biographical Notes—179z2.

Admiral Murray was always in trouble with the people
of Halifax, about his Press Gangs, which gave great con-
cern to the merchants, who at times could not get men
to man their vessels, so many were impressed for the
Fleet. Men were scarce, and there was « large Fleet on
the Station, which required to be well manned. At this
date many ships of war were detained for weeks in port
on this account—hence the trouble with Murray.

Hon. James Stewart, son of Anthony Stewart, was
born at Annapolis, Maryland, in 1760, and came with his
father to Halifax in 1780. He was educated in Halifax,
finishing with a term and degree at Edinburgh Univer-
sity; was admitted to the Bar of Nova Scotia, and for
many yvears was a valued and leading light of his profes-
sion, attaining the position of Solicitor-General. For

several vears he was elected member for Halifax County,
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and was subsequently appointed a member of tae old
Council of Twelve, and enjoyved the reputation of being
not only a profound logician, but a most popular mem-
ber of the Nowru Dritisu Sociery; served in all the
minor offices, and was three times elected President. Mr.
Stewart was a pleasing speaker, a thorough Scot, and at
the annual celebrations brimful of patriotic Scottish spirit.
He amassed wealth and married the daughter of Hon.
John Halliburton. For many vears he resided in the
house which he built in 1790, on the corner of Morris and
Pleasant, now occupied by Col. Stewart.  After a most
useful life Mr. Stewart died in 1823, greatly regretted.
Mr. Douglas Stewart, Asst. PO, Inspector, is a great-
grandson.

Licut. James Stewart, 73th Regiment. clected as
Honorary Member in 1832, was a son of Hon. James
Stewart. Dunbar D. Stewart, clected member in 18153,

was also a son.

1793-

This was certainly a year of progress with the Society.
The four quarterly meetings, beld at the British Tavern,
were attended by almost every member on the roll, and
no less than 17 members were admitted, viz.:

John Stewart, William Grigor,
David Brown, John Black,

James Geddie, Thomas MacKenzie,
James Thorn, John Thompson,
William Forsyvth (2nd). John Stewart.

John Taylor, Duncan Brown,
Licut.  John Fraser. Lt. Alex. Sutherland,
Capt. K. MacDonald, L.t. Donald Camphell.

Vigour is perceptible in the records of every meeting :
and we have but to mark the amount of business trans-
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acted, the number of poor relieved, and the general in-
terest manifested in the different questions placed before
the Society, to feel certain that the institution was a real
benefit to the Town and to our countrymen. At the
November meeting, the following were elected to govern
the Nr(‘i(‘l)‘ for 1704:
John Bremner. President:
Alex. Brymer. Jr., Viee do.;
William Kidston,
David Hall,
Wickworth Allan, Secretary:
James Ewing, Asst. do.:

1 = .
( Asst. Vice Presidents;

John Ross, Treasurer:

. MacNeil, Wm. Annand, | Committee
Wm. Kidston, Robt. Lyon, - of
William Hogg. Charity:
Jas. Stewart,
Doctor Clorke. '
Michl. Wallace, ‘
Wm. Lvon,
Alex. Morrison, |
\Wm. Forsyth,

John Taylor, Messcnger.

Commitice of Festival:

Stewards of the Festival:

The festival was celebrated at the British Tavern, on
Monday. the 2nd December, the 3oth falling on Saturday.
It was, as usual, the great dinner of the season. The
toast list included 40 reguiar. and 10 volunteer healths.
Including members and public guests, over one hundred
and fifty were present.

William Forsyth (2nd) was nephew of Hon. \WWm.
Furs_\‘th.

William Grigor was father of Hon. Dr. Grigor.

Licut. John Fraser, Capt. K. MacDonald, Lieut. Alex.
Sutherland, Licut. Donald Campbell, all of the Fraser
Highlanders.
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Biographical Notes—17g3.

John Bremner, President in 1794, and again in 17909,
was a most popular and enterprising merchant. He made
fortune after fortune through his purchases of prizes con-
demned and sold here by Admiralty Court. He was with
Alex. Brymer, a leader in society and bhusiness. and was
nioted for his profuse hospitality.  As President, he twice
furnished all the wines consumed at the dinners of the
Society by members and guests. He was a bachelor,
Colonel of Militia, President of the old Rockingham Club,
an aristocratic Association which dined regularly once
a month, at the old Rockingham Inn, near Prince’s Lodge,
and which lasted for thirty vears. He was never absent
from our Socicty mectings.  \Was related to the Mitchell
family now represented by George Mitchell and
brothers, and was grand uncle of our respected Perpetual
Member, and Past President, Col. Jas. J. Bremner. He
was a friend of Cobbett the historian. who twice visited
Halifax. and divided his time between Mr. Bremner and
Hon. Richard Bulkeley whom he resided with while here.

1704.

This vear the Society steadily increased in numbers
and usefulness. The gentlemen who had the guidance
of the institution being popular citizens, the meetings of
the past yvear were all eclipsed by the attendance of an
unusually large number of Scotchmen. who were this
vear passing through the Province, going to and return-
ing from Scotland. The presence also. at Halifax, of
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, attracted a bril-
hant Staff to the Town, and there being many of our
countrymen in the personal Suite of Prince Edward, this
led to the meetings being so fully attended by many of
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the above as guests.  During the yvear the following were
enrolled as members:

Alexander Patillo, William Findley,
James Donaldson, Thomas Donaldson,
Robert Milne, Robert Ferguson,

James Kidston.

The Society presented an address to His Royal High-
ness, which was well received and cordially replied to.
At the November meeting, the Treasurer presented a
very interesting report, showing that during the past
vear, over £100 had heen expended in charity, there
having been many applications for relief. This alone
exhibits the vigilance of the Society in giving relief, and
the amount of good performed at that time.

The election of office-bearers took place at this meet-
ing, when the following were chosen:

The Honble. Chief Justice Strange, President;
Hon. Michael Wailace, ice-President;
Ceorge Grassie,
Wickworth Allen.
Robert Lyvon and James Stewart, Sccretarics:
Peter McNab, Wim. Annand, Committce
William Kidston, William Hogg, of
Peter Lyon, ‘ Charity;
Dr. Duncan Clarke,

John Biremner, '
William Forsyth,
James Stewart.

! = .
¢ ~sst. Vice Presidents;

" Commitice of Festival:

Committee of Charitv—re-clected.
Rev. Dr. Brown, Chaplain:
Alexander Izatt and \Wm. Forsyvth. Steicards:
John Tayior, Messenger.
The most brilliant reunion, perhaps. which has ever
taken place in Halifax, was witnessed at the Festival of
St. Andrew this vear. A Committee, consisting of the




g were

m,

High-
lied to.
nted a
le past
. there
. alone
ef, and

3 meet-

s ever
ival of
of the

NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY. 75

President and Assistant Presidents, waited upon His
Roval Highness Prince Edward, tendering him the hospi-
talities of the Society for that occasion: which Committee
was most graciously received, and the invitation accepted
for December 1st, the 30th Nov. happening on Sunday.
The celebration took place at the British Tavern, Chief
Justice Strange in the Chair, with His Royal Highness
on his right and Governor Wentworth on his left. The
tables were arranged in the form of a St. Andrew’s Cross,
and the decorations of the room were such as to have
taken over three weeks to complete. The tables were
covered with plate, the private property of members.
Two Regimental Bands, the 7th and 24th, furnished the
music. The whole was arranged under the personal
supervision of the Chief Justice, a gentleman of taste and
discernment.  Over two hundred were present, and the
Vice-Chairman, Hon. Michael \Wallace, acquitted him-elf
in a manner which did great honor to himself and the
Society. The Prince was remarked for his unaffected
case. and also for his conviviality on this occasion. A
song from Mr. George Grassie, tounded on the lincage of
the reigning Family as connected with the Scottish race,
gave a happy tone to the entertainment, and was loudly
encored by the Prince.  This large and honoured festival
was kept up with great spirit till 1 am., December 2nd,
the Prince remaining until that hour. The whole arrange-
ment was particularly flattering to the Society, and re-
flected great credit upon the office-bearers for their spirit
in conducting the whole affair to such a happy conclusion.
The cost of the entertainment was over four hundred
pounds, which was defraved by the subscription of mem-
bers, many of whom gave from five to twenty pounds.
This entertainment was noticed by all the leading jour-
nals of America and Great Dritain, and the New York
press, in noticing the same. remarked that it was the
greatest public dinner ever given by a charitable institu-
tion in America. It certainly was a most illustrious
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assemblage. His Royal Highness, The Lieut.-Governor
of the Province, with a brilliant suite; Admirai Murray,
Commander-in-Chief on the Station, with a large assem-
blage of the Officers of the Army and Navy, joined with
the majority of the wealthy Scottish merchants of Hali-
fax, in every way bears evidence to the position occupied
kv our Society at that day.

1795-

Under the Presidency of Chief Justice Strange the
Society kept well to the front in efficiency and spirit.
The four QOuarterly meetings were held at the British
Tavern, and the Chief Justice called several special meet-
ings to examine into cases of distress which presented
selves. During the vear the following were enrolled
themselves. During the vear the following were en-
rolled members, proposed principally by Mr. William
Forsyth:

John Lennox, Kenneth MacKenzie,
William Eddy, Peter Robb.
Thomas Russell. James Mills,
William Bremner, Alexander Macl.ean,

William Patterson, Wm. Gauld.

At the meetings of this year Admiral Murray was a
most constant attendant, and at the annual election of
officers he was unanimously chosen President, but had
to decline the honour, knowing that he would be un-
avoidably absent during the next year. The Society
then elected the following:

Staff Commander Duncan, President:

Hon. John Halliburton, FFice-President;

Dr. D. Clarke and John Bremner, Assi. I7ice. do.;
Robert I._\'nn. S('t‘l‘(‘f(lf.\'.‘

James Ewing, Asst. Sccretary;
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John Ross, Treasurer;
Committee of Charity,—re-clected;
Rev. Dr. Brown, Chaplain;

- John Taylor, Messenger.

The Festival, although not so brilliantly conducted as
last yvear, was celebrated with great enthusiasm at the
British Tavern, all the leading men of the Army, Navy
and Departments being present, the Governor, Admiral
and Bishop amongst the number.

Biographical Notes—17g5.

John Lennox and Peter Robb were in business together
in flour and meal, head of Manchester Wharf, above the

present Ordnance. They retired from trade in 1818.

Chief Justice Strange, born in Aberdeen in 1752, was
appointed Chief Justice of Nova Scotia in succession to
Chief Justice Pemberton. in 1792, which office he held
until 1797, when he resigned to accept the position of
Chief Justice of Bombay. On his passage out to India,
having convinced himself that he had unconsciously done
injustice in one of his decisions before leaving the Bench,
he wrote a friend in Halifax declaring his conviction, and
cnclosing a draft for the

amount which the party had
wrongfully paid. He was

a man of magnificent presence,
was social in character, and an enthusiastic Scotchman.
His speeches at the Society meetings and dinners were
oratorical efforts of the brightest patriotic eloquence. He
attained the position of Chief Justice of Calcutta in 1804,
and died there in 1811,

1796.

The four Quarterly meetings were held at the British
Coffee House. The Committee of Charity was kept
actively employed, as a large amount stands upon the
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Treasurer’s account as having been expended. This year
several gentlemen joined, viz.:

James Wiseman, Rev. Dr. Arch. Gray,
James Sharp, James Smith,

James Munn, Alex. Fraser,
Matthew Richardson, Alex. Halkett,

John Walker, James Romans,
Alex. Barnett, James Pirnie.

At the November meeting, John Bremner and Richard
Kidston became Perpetual Members by paying £10 each
to the funds. A Committee was appeinted to invest all
the funds of the Society in Provincial securities. A letter
was read imom Sir John Wentworth, the Lieut.-Governor,
asking the Society to nominate two members to take
charge of the estate of Mr. Samuel Scott, a lunatic. Chas.
Geddes and William Lyon were appointed to that duty.
The election of office-bearers resulted in the choice of the
following :

Hon. J. Halliburton, President;

Dr. D. Clarke, Iice-President:

William Smith, ]
Capt. Alex. Sutherland, |
Robert Lyon, Sccretary:
Matthew Richardson, Asst. Scerctary;
Wm. Kidston, Treasurer:

Rev. Dr. Archibald Gray, Chaplain.

Asst. Vice-Presidents;

The Committee of Charity were unanimously re-
elected, and also the Stewards of the Festival.

The officers elect had charge of the arrangements for
the festival which was held on the 3oth at the British
Coffee House. The company sat down at 4 and rose at
i2 pm.  Among the invited guests were His Excellency
Sir John Wentworth, the Admiral, the Bishop of Nova
Scotia and the Secretary of the Province.
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Biographical Notes—17g6.

Matthew Richardson, a most estimable member, was
in business many vears in Halifax, and made consider-
able money. He was long supposed to have been in
partnership in several speculations with Earl Dalhousie,
who had considerable funds at command while in British
America.

Rev. Dr. Arch. Gray afterwards became Chaplain of
the Society.

Hon. Henry Duncan. R.N.. a conection of the
famous Naval Commander, Viscount Duncan; was born
at Dundee in 17351, and entering the Navy at an early
ace, was in active service for many vears in the East and
on the West India Station. In 1780 he was appointed
to the Halifax Dockyard with rank of Commander, and
for many years was Commissioner, and was appointed
by Lieut.-Governor Parr as member of Council for Now:
Scetia.  This position he retained for a lengthened
period. In 1786 he became a member of the Norrti
Britisn Sociery, and for over 20 vears was a constant
attendant at the meetings. He was a most popuiar man
in Halifax, and was greatly interested in business with
Alex. Brymer and others in various large speculations,
which resulted in great profit to all concerned. In 1796
he was elected President of the Society, and conducted
the business of that year to the great satisfaction of the
members.  Commander Duncan was a pleasing speaker,
and a loyal Scotchman through and through.

1797-

The Society this vear held its position, and even an
increased interest anpears to have been taken in its
affairs, by its large roll of members. The meetings all

6
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took place at the British Coffee House, and the following
were ~dmitted niembers:

Robert Nicholl, James Frame,
fohn Cauld, Tames Barron,
Jchn MacAlpine, Peter McNab,
Duncan MacQueen, John McNab,

and the following clected Honorary members:
Captain H. Mowatt, H. M. Ship Assistance;
Captain \W. Tayvlor, H\L. Ship Andromeda;
Licutenant Scott, do.;
Licutenant Chalmers, do.;
Doctor Jamieson, H.ML Ship Lynr.

The Society again passed a vote of thanks to Wm.
Forsvth & Co.. members, for their humanity and benevo-
lence in forwarding to Scotland, free of expense, two
orphans in their ship Cato. At the November meeting
a large amount was devoted to charitable objects. and
considerable business involving the interests of the
Socicty  transacted. The following office-bearers were
clected :

Daoctor Duncan Clarks, President

lohn Bremner, ice-President ;

George Grassie and Robt. Lyon, Asst. ice-President;
William Kidston, Treasurer:

James Ewing, Secrctary:

John Taylor, Asst. Scerctery:

Committee of l-Il:lrii}'-—~T(‘1‘§(‘Ct('cl2

Rev. Archibald Gray, Chaplain.

The festival was celebrated with great edaf, on the
3oth, and was attended. as usual. by a large number of

the leading men of the Province.
Biographical Notes—1797.
Duncan MacQueen was connected with the Dock-

vard and was a most esteemmed official for many vears.

James RBarron, a native of St. Andrew’s. Scotland, was

a leading merchant here for over half a century.
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1798.

It is surprising, in scanning the records of our Society,
to observe how the interest was maintained in the affairs

and routine business of the Association. After a term
of vears of uninterrupted prosperity the zcal in the duties

of such an institution, located in a small community.
might be expected to flag: but it was not so in this case,
as the following additions to the roll were made during
the vear:
Donald Munro.
Alexander Phillips,
Thomas Richardson.

Alexander Melvin,
Thomas Neilson,

Alex. McDougall,
Alexander Fraser.

Simon Fraser was clected an Honorary Member.

This. with a large amount expended by the Charity
Committee, serves to show that our forefathers looked

upon this institution as worthy of attention and building
up.

At the November meeting, which was attended by over
80 members, the following were chosen office-bearers for
1700:

Joha Bremner, President;

George Grassie, ice-President ;

Matthew Richardson, }

Robery Lyon, ¢ Asst. Vice-Presidents;

James Thorn, Seerectary;

James Kidston, Asst. Secrctary;

William Kidston. Treasurer;

Committee of Charity—re-clected ;

Rev. Archibald Gray. Chaplain;

John Taylor, Messenger:

Archibald Wilson,
James Barron,

Stewards.
James Frame.
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The 30th November was honored as usual: a Sermon
was preached before the Society by the Chaplain, Rev.
Archibald Gray, ai Mathers Church. The Society dined
together at the British Tavern. over 130 were present,
and the President, as in 1793, in honour of his re-election
to the chair, furnished his own private wines to over 30
public guests.

Biographical Note—17g8.

Simon Fraser helonged to the Fraser of Lovett family,

a retired Captain of the Navy, who resided in Halifax

vntil his death in 1821,

l;.')':.

This year was marked by the large attendance at the
ordinary and extra meetings of the Society, on several
occasions over one hundred being present.  Several ship-
wrecked mariners were looked after, and a great amount
of distress alleviated. As this was noted as the mosi
severe winter experienced since the settlement. the
charity of the Society was cvery day called upon, and
the vital good of the Institution was amply exhibited.
The mectings were held at the British Cofiee House, and

cected, as follows:
George Grassie, President
\Wm. Smith, ice-Pres

Matthew Richardson, s

. ! seeProeids .
':”"(_\_ lh'!r". ’ I’A(.\.. I i !l«."’lu”fﬁ.

Robert Lvon, Treasurer:
James Fraser, Seerctary;
lohn Ross, dsst. Scerctary:

William Hogg.

William Annand. ‘
James Romans, ' Cosmitice of (-/:.n‘:’l.\'.‘
Robert Lyon,

A. Morrison,
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James Barron,

james Wilson, ' Stewards;
James MacPherson,

Rev. Archibald Gray, Chaplain;

John Taylor, Messenger:

During the vear the following were admitted ordinary

members:
John Hay, William Robertson,
Duncan MacPherson, George Donaldson,
Hugh MacDonald, John Wilson,
John Livingstone, John James Grant,
Donald Fraser, Thomas Buchanan,
Alexander Mitcheli, Hugh Ritchie.

Captain Skene, H.M. Ship Dart. was unanimously
clected an Honorary Member.

The festival was celebrated in the usual style, on the
3oth. at the British Coffee House, there being over 100
present, including Lieut.-Governor Wentworth and Suite.

1800.

This year the meetings were held in various places:
the Wentworth Coffee House, Prince Edward’s Hotel
and the British Coffee House, having been natronized.
The Society acquired but two members:

William: Strachan, John MacNaughton,

A large sum was expended by the Charity Committee.

It may here be noticed, that on the death of a member
the Society was summoned to attend, and six appointed
pall-bearers, but in conscauence of the increasiag num-
ber of members, the deaths which happened from time
to time were not noted on the records. A supply of
mourning scarves, gloves, and hat-bands, was always
kept on hand, provided at the expense of the Society.
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At the November meeting, which was attended by over
sixty members, the office-bearers were chosen as fol-
lows:

William Smith, President;
James Forman, ['ice-President;

Captain Sutherland, = =
James Fraser, y Asst. Uice-Presidents:;
Robert Lyon, Treasurcer:
John Ross, Scerctary:
Daniel Fraser, Asst Secretary:
Committee of Charitv—re-clected:
Rev. Archibald Gray. Chaplain:
John Taylor, Messenger:

Several shipwrecked seamen, who otherwise would
have been uncared for, were forwarded to Scotland at the
Society’s expense.  The festival was held at the Dritish
Tavern on the 3oth. lieut-Governor Wentworth,
Generals Bover and Despard, Admiral Vandeput, Bishop
Inglis and other notalles present. and passed off as usual,
well managed, and a complete success.

By the Treasurer’s Report this vear, we find that the
Society had now over £300 invested.

At the close of the cighteenth century, the Society
occupied a leading place in the community.  Enrolled in
its ranks were all the wealthiest merchants of the Scot-
itsh fraternity in Halifax: and just here we would re-
capitulate, for the benefit of many of their descendants,
a few of the most enterprising and prominent of them:
Peter McNab, Alex. Brymer, James Black, William
Bowie, Andrew McGill, Michael Wallace, John Bremner,
Richard Kidston, Sen., Alex. Copeland, James Strachan,
Robt. Geddes, Chas. Geddes, William and Robt. Lyon,
Peter Lennox, Anthony Stewarg, Jas. Benvie, Wm.,
Forsyth, James Ewing, Dunbar Sloane, William Kidston,
John Grant, George Grassie, Winckworth Allan, John
Black, James Fraser, James Thom, William Bremmner,
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Alex. Mitchell, Matthew Richardson, James Grant, Wm.
Strachan, Duncan Brown, lames Forman, Wm. Smith,
Wm. Shaw,—a great list of worthy Scottish merchants,
who for many vears illustrated by their example and suc-
cess the virtues and indomitable ¢nergy of the Scottish
people they so well represented.

The above by no means exhausts the list of the Scot-
tish mercantile guild of our City at that early period, but
for illustration it is sufficient. The majority not only
enjoyed their well-earned wealth, but they were fore-
most in all good works, and achieved many honours, and
at a time in Halifax of great demoralization and pro-
fligacy set an example for uprightness and virtue, which
was a very bulwark of strength te our community. the
good effect of which is felt to-dav, and which makes
their memories revered by the Scotchmen of our City,
who feel that they laid the foundations of a mercantile
morzality, which it is incumbent upon their successors to
copy and perpetuate. We speak here but of the mer-
chants, as they so largely predominated at this date in
our Society: but our Professional list was a lone and
illustrious one, besides those who beionged to the more
retired walks of life.  All were worthy Scots—all worthy
of the fraternity and of th: land they came from.

1807.

The quarterly meetines were held this vear at the
British Coffee House, and were well attended. Over
£100 was laid out by the Charity Committee, and £5350
invested, showing the funds of the Society to have been

well attended to. Nothing of interest otherwise was
transacted. TFour ordinary members were admitted,
viz.:

James Fergus, Alexander Brown,
David Shepherd, Thomas Moir.

e
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The Hon. William Forsyth became a Perpetual Mem-
ber, by the pavment of the usual £10. The Hon. Alex-
ander Brymer made a donation to the Society of £10, he
being a perpetual member since 1783, and received the
thanks of the members.

At the November meeting, the following were elected
office-bearers for 1802:

James Forman, President:

James Fraser, ice-President;

William -Annand, | = =

Captain Sutherland, ! Asst. Vice-Presidents;

Robert Lyon, Treasurer:

Daniel Fraser, Secrctary;

John Taylor, Asst. Secrctary:

Wm. Annand, =

Alex. Morrison, ’
Robert Lvon, ~ Committce of C/“U‘z'[_\'.'
James Romans, s
Rev. Archibald Gray, Chaplain:
John Tavlor, Messenger.

The 3oth was dulv celebrated by the Society dining
together at the British Coffee House: this vear about
130 sat down. The Band of the 24th Foot was stationed
in the Orchestra.  The following toasts were given from
the chnir.

ToasTs.

1. The Pious Memory of St. Andrew.

Gilli= Callum and Celedonian Hunt.

ty

The King.
God Saze the King and Braes of Auanihstertirve.
3. The Queen.
Oscar and Malzina and Birks of Abergeldic.
4. The Prince and Princess of Wales.
Glamorganshire March and Duncan Davison.
Duke of York and British Army.
Duke of York's Marcii and Lady Baird's Reel.

‘o




Tem-
\lex-
o, he
| the

acted

ining
tbout

ioned
from

Hunt.

crtire.
geldie.
121S0N.

Reel.

6.

g

0.

10.

5 5

10).

NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY. 05

Duke of Clarence.
The Watery Gods, Dainty Davic.
Duke of Kent, may the good wishes he has testified
for the prosperity of this Province be gratefully
remembered.
Duke of Kent's March, Yellow haired Laddic
and Lady Harriot Hope's Recl.
Tne British Constitution, may it baffle all the at-
tempts of its Enemies to subvert it.
~ Liberty Hall, Duchess of Gordon.
The Governor and Province of Nova Scotia, may its
prosperity increase and its lovalty be perpetual.
Joze in his Chair and Sazage Dance.
His Majesty's Ministers, may the wisdom of their
Councils confound his Enemies.
London March and Col. McBean.
Lord St. Vincent and the Dritish Navy.
Hearts of Oak and Miss Hunter.
The Admiral and Squadron.
Rule Britannia and Fife Hunt and Sandy o’cr the Sca.
The General and Garrison.
Grenadicrs March and Lord McDonald's Reel.
The British Triangle, may each side of it prove alike.
St. George's Day, St. Patrick’'s Day and Callum
Shiarghlas and Carlioni.
May the French when half seas over stumble upon
British Oaks. Malbiook.
The impression of the Britich arms on Bonaparte.
Britons strike home and Birks of Invermay.
The memory of Lord Howe.
Thursday in the morning and Bracs of Tillymit.
Lord Nelson and the memorable 15t of August.
When at war on the occan and I'll gac nac more to
von Tozon,
Lord Duncan and his tartan mode of fighting the
Dutch on the 11th of October.
The Topsails shiver and Caledonia hearts delight.
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The memory of the brave Sir Ralph Abercrombie
and the heroes who bled and fell with him on the
plains of Egvpt.

The Garb of Old Gau! and Marquis of Huntly.

All the DBritish Heroes who have fallen or bled in
their Country’s Causc.

Deil tak the wears and Camcronian Rant.

The Hero of Acre, who defied the Corsican Tyrant,
cven at the head of his invincible Army.

He comes, ke comics, the Hero comes, and British
Grenadicrs.

A’ the bonny lassies that are among the heather.
Maggic Lazeder and o'cr the Mur among the heather.

Roast Deef, Plum Pudding, Haggis. Fish and Pota-
toes to oar united Kingdoms, and Frogs and Soup
Mcagre to the Democrats of France.

A. .‘Il‘lﬁl"\'.

The Commerce of ye British Empire, long may 1t
flourish.

The Spinming Wheel and Pleugh Boy.

The Fa'v Daughters of Acadia.

Say Mancy. woilt thow gang soc” me?

The Land of Cakes.

Bracs of Balienden and Corn Rigzs are bonny.

The Kirk of Scotland.

The Dutchess wohercver she gocs and Lady Lucy Cary.

The Beggar’s Benison.

Kiss my Lady.

Rob Gib’s Contract.

John Anderson my Toc.
All absent members.

The last time | came o'cr the Main.
The Sons of St. Andrew all over ve world.
O'er the Infls and far awa’ and “wac's my heart
that we showuld sunder.”

The ordinary subscription to dinners, by vouchers of

this date of the Society, appears to have been about £

3s. sterhing.
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Biographical Note-—i18o1.

James Forman was for many vears a member of the
firm of Forman, Grassic & Co., large importers. \r.

Forman was a most popular member for over half a cen-
tury.

1802.

Under the care of such popular office-bearers, the
Society progressed in its good work. A large amount
was expended in charity.  Amongst the number relieved,
we find the name of Rev. Matthew Dripps, who received
£ 20 from the funds.

John Liddell and James Grant
were admitted ordinary members: and
Vice Admural Sir A, Mitchell. K.DB..

Rear Admiral Douglass,

Sir Robert Laurie.

aptamn Oughton, RN\

\lexander Green,

ed as ”wtt-*r;\r_. Men

Mhe mectings were well atten the festival on
the 3oth was celebrated at the British Tavern, with great
¢f. at a cost of about £230. At the November meet-
ng. the f "wing were clec office for ]-\-"_ii
lames Freser, President
William Layon, §ee-d font
lasrres Thom,
Robert Lvon. | Asst. Vier-Presidents
lames Ferous, Seerctary.
Robert Lvon, Treasurer:
lames Grant, Jdsst. Scerctary
Committee of Chanty re-clected
!\'r\,

rchibald Grav, Chapla:

B e Lo
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Biographicai Note—1802.

Mr. Dripps was Presbyterian minister at Shelburne.
He came soon after the settlement, and was a great
favorite with the people there. He resided at Halifax

for a short time. and was assistant minister at St

Matthew's.

1803.

The meetings of the Soticty were held, for the first
time, at the Jerusalem Coffee House, a well-patronized
and weil-kept place of resort.  But one ordinary member
was admitted:

William Bowie.

By a statement from the Treasurer, it appears that the

following is the correct amount of funds invested :—

Thomas Donaldsons bond for............ £360 0o o
Alexander Clunas w— - - % 0 9
Robert Lyon - 50 0 ©
Hands of Treasurer for interest............ 70 0 ©

This sum, with the large
the Charity Committee, shows the Society’s finances to

have been in a prosperous condition.

amount vearly distributed by

The following were clected office-bearers at the Novem-
ber meeting, which was largely attended:

William Lvon. President;

_,:""(‘\ .rl!! . i!.f('x"]’rt'.filic"i,.'
James Fergus.
John Liddell. !
Robert Lvon, Treasurer:

Asst. Vice-Presidents;

James Grant. Secrctary.
William Beowie, Asst. Secrclary:
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William Hogg,

James Romans,

William Annand, - Commiitce of Charity;
Robert Lyon,

A. Morrison, )

Rev. Arch. Gray, Chaplain.

A large Committee was appointed to superintend the
festival, and the public guests, including the Liecut.-
Governor Sir John  Wentworth, Admiral Mitchell,
General Bowyer, ete,, were invited at the expense of the
Societv. The speeches were good, particularly the one
given by Attorney-General Richard John Uniacke.

Biographica! Note—i1803.

Hon. James Fraser, a cadet of the family of Fraser of
Lovet, was one of our n st distinguished members. He
was born at Farraline, Inverness-shire, Scotland, in 17359,
educated 2t Aberdeen, and came out to Nova Scotia in
1780, and conducted for many vears a most successful
business in Halifax, on the present site of Commercial
Wharf. Extending his operations, he entered into part-
nership with James Thow, a wealthy Scottish merchant
of this city, well known for his sterling worth and stand-
ing in commercial circles. Together they conducted an
extensive lumbering business at Mirimachi, and a great
fishing establishment at Arichat, emploving a large body
of men. They amassed great wealth, and were noted for
their liberal dealings with their employees.

Mr. Fraser joined the Society in 1788, was a most
enthusiastic member, and was clected President for 1803.
He greatly enlivened the Ouarterly and Annual mectings
with his cloquence. was a popular public man, and in
1R18 was called to the Executive Council—the old Coun-
cil of Twelve—under the auspices of Lord Dalhousie,
then Lieut.-Governor. His family—sons and grand-
sons—have continued their connection with our Society,

i ey 1 UL A
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and have been all most valued members. Mr. Fraser
died in 1819, aged 6o years, and was buried in old St.
Paul’s Churchyard. His portiait is a copy from Field.

1804.

This vear, under the direction of one of the most popu-
lar Presidents who has ever held the office, Mr. Wm.
ILvon, a gentleman highly educated, and in every way
ntted for the position, the Society flourished. Many
families landing in the Colony were relieved, and several
were enabled to return to Scotland. Mr. Archibald
McColl was admitted an ordinary member, and the Right
Hon. the Earl of Selkirk, having heard of the great
amount of good performed by the Institution, and hav-
ing seen the rules of the Society, sent the liberal dona-
tion of twenty pounds sterling, with the request that his
name might be added to the list of perpetual members.
The following acknowledgment was sent by the Presi-
dent to the Earl:

“Havrirax, Nov. 20th, 1R04.
My Lorn—

I have had the honor to receive from vour Lordship,
by the hands of James Stewart. Esq., the liberal donation
vou were pleased to make this day to the Nortn Britisn
Soctery, who will be proud to consider vour Lordship as
an Honorarv Member of this Caritable Institution.

Permit me, in the name of the Society, to return vour
Lozdshin their warm thanks for the testimony of vour
bheneficence, and to express their fervent wishes that vou
may have a safe and speedy return to vour native coun-
try.

I have the honor to remain,
My Lord,
Your very respectful and
Obliged humble servant,
Wirtniam Lyvox,
President.

Tne Ricur Hox, e EarL oF SELkirg.”




SELRKIRK

O}

ARL

}

HON,

RIGHT






NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY. 103
The Earl, while in Halifax, was the guest of Sir John
Wentworth, and made himself popular with the Scottish
community. He was head and projector of a coloniz-
2tion scheme for settling Prince Edward Island, and also
was largely interested in the Hudson Bay Company.

A large amount was this yvear expended in charity.

At the November meeting, which was held at the Jeru-
salem Coffee House, a large number attended, and as
usual, the officers for the ensuing yvear were apnointed,
but before this was done, it was moved that the sense of
the meeting be taken as to whether it would be prudent
to celebrate the Festival. After discussing the subject,
it was decided by a large majority, to allow the anniver-
sary to pass this vear unnoticed. The festival of the
previous year, and indeed those of late vears, had been
expensive undertakings, and the great portion of the
deficit which always occurred, fell heavily on the officers
clect. This led to the question being raised at this meet-
ing, and on the decision depended the acceptance of office,
by the parties whom the members intended to elect.
This matter being settled, the following office-bearers
were appointed:

James Thom, President:

James Fergus, Iice-President;

John Liddell, )

Peter Robb. ) Asst. Viee-Presidents:

James Grant, Seerctary;

Wm. Bowie, Asst. Scerctary:

Robert Lyon, Treasurer;

William Annand,

Ronert Lyon,

Peter Robb, [ Committee of Charity;
A. Norrison, ,
A. Mitchell, .

Rev. Arch. Gray, Chaplain.
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The decision of the Society to allow the festival to pass
unnoticed caused the first omission of the kind since the
formation of the Socciety.

1805.

This year the Society met at the British Coffee House,
and appears. by the records, to have had sufficient to
attend to in following out its charitable end, every quar-
ter a largz numbe: of applicants being relieved. Petition
after petition was presented, giving us an idea of the des-
titution prevailing at the time. £26 were voted to four
applicants, at the February meeting, and the poor situ-
ation of the widow of a deceased member having come
to the notice of the Society, a Committee was appointed
to look after her affairs, to donate £10 at once, and to
lend her £350 from the Society’s funds for five years
without interest. This is but one specimen of the way
in which our Institution performed its duty.

At the November meecting the following office-bearers
were elected:

Mr. James Ewing, President;

Wm. Annand, Iice-President ;

Peter Robb, | = =
W Duﬁ'n;‘. {  Asst. Vice-Presidents;
Robert Lyon, Treasurer:

James Fraser, Secrctary;

Committee of Charity—re-elected ;

Rev. Arch. Gray, Chaplain (re-elected).

The ordinary members admitted were:

David Ferrie,
W. G. Forsvth,
John Livingstone.
Three honorary members were elected, viz.:
Robert Ferguson,
Edward Mortimer,
William Bannerman.
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The festival was duly celebrated at the British Coffee
House on the 3oth, and was attended by 140 members
and guests.

Biographical Notes—1805.

Mr. James Ewing was a native of Galashields, Scot-
land. He was a most enthusiastic member, a splendid
speaker and a kind-hearted man, with a big fortune. He
conducted a cordage and iron business on Bedford Row
for many vears.

James Thom occupied the Chair of the Society in 1803,
1812 and 1813, was a great favorite with the members,
a most eminent Scot. Born at Edinburgh in 1751, and
educated there, he at an early age came from Leith to
Halifax, and in possession of considerable funds furnished
by his family, entered into business on Water Street,
below Ordnance Wharf. He was from the start fortu-
nate, and as usual at that day, went into the purchase
of vessels captured by the Fleet on the Station, and
brought into Halifax, and condemned and sold by the
Court of Admiralty. Tt was a lucrative line of business,
and like others of the Scottish merchants of Halifax. he
made monev. Subsequentiyv he became a partner in the
business of Hon. James Fraser, and the new firm was
known to the world as Fraser. Thom & Co. Their place
of business was on Upper Water Street. near Jacob
Street. Both Mr. Fraser and Mr. Thom were active
and good working members of our Society. Socially
they were eminent in the community, members of Coun-
cil, etc., and each enjoyed the unbounded confidence of
the people. Mr. Thom. after an active life, closed out

his business and returned to Scotland. where he died in
1827,
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1806.

But little of interest is recorded this year, and the
attendance at the four quarterly meetings was not quite
up to the usual record. The British Coffee House was
patronized this year by the Society for its meetings.

James Donaldson (2nd) was admitted an ordinary
member. About seventy pounds was expended by the
Committee of Charity, and it is noticed that many of the
parties relieved were cither widows or orphans of
deceased members. At the November meeting the office-
bearers elected were the following:

Charles Geddes. President:

\Wm. Duffus, Fice-President;

Alex. Morrison. | : =
Wm. Forsyth, f Asst. Vice-Presidents;
Robt. Lyvon, Treasurcr:

James Forman, Secretary:

Geo. Donaldson, Asst. Scerctary;

Robt. Lyon. Alex. Morrison, Committee
Wm. Duffus, Geo. Donaldson, of
Alex. Mitchell, ' Charity;

Rev. Archd. Gray, Chaplain:
Thomas Ross, Messenger;

Owing to the objections already cited in 1804, the
Society had no public dinner or demonstration on the
3oth. These entertainments were at first designed to be
of a auiet character, and to be simply social reunions of
the Society, but gradually many outside the pale cf the
Association were invited, till at length the guests fre-
quently outnumbered the members. This practice gave
great dissatisfact‘on to many who could not afford the
expense of such an entertainment as was sometimes pro-
vided when the Governor, Judges and a large list of
Military Officials were among the invited guests. In
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later yvears many worthy and talented members declined
serving as office-bearers, for no other reason than that
their circumstances did not admit of a display equal to
brother members. The position of Presi-

BriTisn Sociery

was at this time
a maost distinguished one, and mvolving as 1
did the entertainment of the foremost men

the
tance socially

o

dav, demanded

. polish, and acquai

with the world, not only the credit of the President indi

uallv was concerned, byt the proper and traditional
ity of the Society was mmvolved, so that really
number who could accept the

oifice was limited 1t

no doubt

. however, that the practice
flect of making the Institution §

popular, and of

Biographical Note—1806.

Charles G

ddes conducted a successful drv-goods busi-
ness on Granville Street for many vears at the corner of
) He was long connected with the Society,

wer of St

Matthew’s Church., prominent
. and a most patriotic Scotsman. His

CslaAle was ¢

£ 100,000 \!.-—‘;“;.

The Records sh 4 little more activit

e

in the work-

iritish Coffee House. Several ordinary members

were
in after vears conspicuous for their
in the Society’s welfare. Their names are:

John Black, Jr.,

John Teliord

lohn Ritchie,

pson,

Smith
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And George Grant, an old and respected member, became
a Perpetual Member on paying the sum of Ten Pounds.
Several immigrants from Scotland landed late in the
autumn and were looked after by the Committee of
Charity. At the Annual Meeting, which was well at-
tended, the following Office Dearers were chosen:
Wm. Duffus. President:
Peter Robb, ice-President ;
James Grant,
Wm. Bowie,
Robert Lyon., Treasurer:
Alex. Smith, Secrctary:
John Telford. Asst. Scerctary;

1
{ Asst. Vice-Presidents;

Alexander Morrison|
Alexander Mitchell, ’
Robert Lyon, of
George Donaldson, ‘ Charity:
Thomas Donaldson.

Commitice

Chaplain—re-clected.

Statement of Funds, at the Annual Meeting:

Robert Lyons Bond......... ... ... ... £200 0 o
Thomas Donaldsons do................... 3o o o
On hand for investment. ... ............... 40 o0 o

£600 0 o©

The Festival was celebrated on the 3oth most enthu-
siastically, by the Society dining together at the British
Coffee House. 180 present.  The toasts numbered over

sixtv. The music by the Band of the 1st Royals was

noted for i1ts excellence.

Biographical Note—1807.
Wm. Duffus was a most popular member and leader
He was a fine, clear speaker,

of the Scottish community.
He made a fair fortune in

and made a good President.
business and several fortunate ventures in privateering,

one alone netting him £ 12,000 sterling.
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1808.

This year the Society relieved many strangers and
residents who were in want, the Charity Committee
looked well after the distressed, and were enabled by
the grants made at each meeting to uphold the name the
Society had made for its liberality. Five ordinary mem-
bers were admitted, viz.:

Alexander Fiddes, John Henry,
Thomas Mudie, Wm.
Daniel Sutherland,

Jremner,

Geo. Robinson, Esq. (Digby), was clected Honorary
member. At the August meeting the Society made a grant
of Fifty Pounds to the

Presbyterian Congregation,
Mathers Church, or

St. Matthew's, to enable them to
purchase a Parsonage House, this object being con-
sidered worthy of the Society’s attention.

At the Annual Meeting it was decided, by a large
majority, to celebrate the Festival by dining together.
and that the office-bearers might not be put to much
expense it was decided to have no public guests. The
following gentlemen were ciected office-bearers for
1809
John Black, President;

John Liddell, ice-President ;

James Ewing, ! E =
James Thom,  Asst. Viee-Presidents:

Robert Lyon, Treasurer;

John Teliord, Secrctary;

Alexander Fiddes, Asst. Seerctary;
lexander Morrison,

Robert Lyon,

| Commutter
Alexander Mitchell, '

. of
George Donaldson, ‘ Charity:
Thomas Donaldson,
tev. Archd. Gray, Chapain.
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The Festival was celebrated on the 3oth, at Masonic
Hall, with great satisfaction to the Society ; 105 members
present.

Biograrhical Notes—1808.

Alexander Fiddes was the senior member of the firm
of Fiddes, Ma+ & Robinson, large West India importers,
who did business where G. IP. Mitchell & Sons are at
present.  Mr. Fiddes was a well-educated man, a whole-
souled, patriotic Scot. He was a leader in all good
works in Halifax for over forty vears.

Mr. John Black, senior member of the firm of Black,
Forsythe & Co., was one of the best representative
Scotch merchants of our city. He was a member of
Council, and for many vears a leading man in every walk
of life. He built the granite house on Hollis Street, near
Government House, in later vears occupied by Bishop
Binney. The granite he imported in his ships from
Aberdeen.

1809.

The meetings were held at the Jerusalem Tavern, and
great apparent interest is shown by the Records to have
been taken by the members in the working of the Socicety.
Omne hundred pounds was expended in Charity, and
amongst the items we notice a vote of £12 10s. to a poor
immigrant for the purchase of a horse. The following
ordinary members signed the Roll of the Society:

John Barron, George Mitchell,
John Buchan, William Strachan. Jr.

The steady increase of members from vear to vear,
numbering amongst them the most influential men of
the Province. bears evidence to the fact of the prepon-
derance of the Scottish slement in the Colony at this
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date. At the November meeting, the following office-
bearers were elected:

John Liddell, President;

James Irving, ice-President;

James Thom, = =

John Henry, } Asst. Vice-Presidents;

Robert Lyon, Treasurer;

John Telford, D. Sutherland, Secretaries:;

Committee of Charity—re-elected ;
Chaplain—re-elected.

The arrangements for the Festival were left with the
office-bearers. which was duly celebrated on the 3oth. at
the Jerusalem Tavern, over 200 dining together, at which
His Excellency Sir Geo. Prevost and suite, General
Houghton and suite, and the Heads of Departments were
the invited guests, at the expense of the Society.

Biographical Notes—180g9.

Mr. Geo. Mitchell, grandfather of our esteemed mem-
ber, Geo. Mitchell, M.P.P., was for over fifty years a

member of our Society, and Treasurer from 1818 to
1823,

William Strachan occupied a leading position in our
city as a West India merchant. He came from Aberdeen-
shire in 1706, and for thirty vears was a valued member
of our Society. His descendants are still numbered with
the Institution.

John Liddell was Chief Police Magistrate for many
vears. He was appointed by Sir Jas. Kempt, and dis-
charged his onerous duties to the great satisfaction of
the citizens of Halifax, who presented him with a magni-
ficent Silver Service on his retirement from office.

3
i
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1810.

The Quarterly Meetings were held at the Masonic Hall.
They were meagrely attended, but the Committee of
Charity looked well after such poor as were entitled to
their consideration. Ten ordinary members were ad-
mitted, several of whom for a long period served the
Society well, viz:

Richard Kidston, Jr., James Dain,
William Kidston, Ir., Michl. McNaughton,
John Clark, David Muirhead,
Samuel Thomson, John Henderson,
Richard Scott, James Scott,

John Tulles.

At the November meeting the office-bearers for 1811
were elected as follows:
James Ewing, President:
James Thom, Fice-President ;

Tohn Henry, |
William Bowic, § Asst Vice-Presidents;
Robert Lvon, Treasurer:

James Telford.

William Bremner, Scerctarics:

Rev. Arch. Gray, Chapiain;

Committee of Charityv—re-clected.

No arrangements having been made for the Festival,

it was passed by this vear unnoticed.

1811.

At the Exchange Coffee House the meetings were held
this year, but no new members were acquired. The
Committee of Charity were, as usual, actively employed,
as there were several families of immigrants in want.
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The great good of such a national charitable organiz-
ation as our Society was proved at this time, as the
ordinary charity of the city was quite inadequate for the
wants of the manv immigrants who were landing on our
shores, several in want of assistance. Numbers who
had been unfortunate, or who getting old, and in poor
circumstances, wished to return to their native country
to end their days with their friends. were forwarded to
Scotland by the Society. At the November meeting,
which was well attended, the following gentlemen were
chosen to govern the Society for 1R12:

James Thom, President;

John Henry, ice-President ;

William Bowie, 1 -

Richard Kidston. | Asst. iee-Presidents;
Robert Lvon, Treasurer:
William Bremner, Secrctary:
(;(‘()rg(' AMitchell, Asst. .\‘(‘1')'1'.'..')'_\’.'
Alexander Morrison,

William Duffus, Comumittee
Thomas Donaldson, ! of
John Black. l Chanrity,

Alexander Mitchell,
Rev. Avch. Gray. Chaplain.

Arrangements for celebrating the 3oth November were
left with the officers elect. The day was duly honored
by the Society dining together at the Masonic Hall
Lieut.-Governor, Lieut.-General Sir John Coape Sher-
brooke and Staff, the Admiral, Bishop Inglis, Rev. Robt.
Stanser, Rector of St. Paul’s, and other notables being
present on the occasion. The Band of the 8h Regiment
occupied the Orchestra.
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1812.

The meetings were held at the Exchange Coffee House,

and were largely attended.
The following ordinary members were admitted:

Tames Russell,

George N. Russell,

John Farquharson,

Tames Gordon.
The Charity Committee expended a large sum, as there
We notice also that

were many applications for relief.
the Society loaned a poor member £12, to be repaid when
possible, without interest.

£40 was funded this vear, in addition to the large
amount already at interest.

The following were elected office-bearers at the Novem-
ber meeting:

James Thom, President;

John Henry, ice-President;
Richard Kidston
Wm. T'.n\\‘ic_. f
Robert Lvon, Treasurer;
Wm. Bremner, Secrctary;
Geo. Mitchell, Asst. Secretary:
Committee of Charity—re-elected;

Asst. Vice-Presidents:

Chaplain—re-elected.

The Seciety dined together on the 3o0th at the Exchange
Coffee House. About 180 present, which included every
Scottish merchant in the community.
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1813.

The Society this year held four interesting meetings
at The Exchange. Great harmony is apparent, as nearly
all questions submitted were passed unanimously. The

following were admitted members:

William Murray, Alexander Grant,
Patrick Ross, Arch. McDonald,
James Hogg, David Dundas,
Henry Ford, Daniel Grant,
William Daling, James Grant.

The sum of £49 5s. was voted to Mr. James Ewing,
an old and popular member of the Society, who had lost
his large wharf property by fire.

Nearly £100 was expended by the Committee of
Charity. At the August meeting, Mr. John Moffatt was
clected an honorary member. And the following gentle-
men were, at the annual meeting, chosen office-bearers
for 1814:

James Forman, President;

Richard Kidston, INice-President ;

James DBain, | .

Alex. Fiddes, | Asst. ice-Presidents;
Robert Lyon, Treasurer;

George Mitchell, Secrctary;

John Buchan, Asst. Secretary;

F. Mudie,
James Smith,
Alex. Mitchell,
Robert Lyon,

Commitice
of
Charity;

Jas. Donaldson,
Rev. Arch. Gray, Chaplain.

The Festival was duly honored by the Society dining

together at the Masonic Hall, about one hundred and
fifty members being present. Among the guests were

oo
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Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, his Flag Captain, Sir
John Beresford, with Lord Townshend. Post Captain in
command of the celebrated Eolus, once Nelson’s fast
dispatche ship.. The Admiral gave a stirring speech,
complimenting the Scottish merchants upon their sagaci-
ty and the rapid fortunes they were realizing from the
prizes brovght into Halifax by the Fleet and continued
in the Adm:ralty Court, and referred to a sale on March
19th, 1813, when 12 full-rigged ships, 8 brigs and 19
schoouers, with their cargoes, were sold to the highest

bidders.
Biographical Notes—1813.

William Murray was a native of Dornoch, Sutherland-
shire, Scotland., a great favorite in Halifax, a generous,
whole-souled man. His family and connections have
been long in the Society : several of them in following
generation filled the Chair with great satisfaction to the
members.  Mr. Murray conducted a large business for
a number of vears at North Svdney.

Arch. Macdonald was a native of Dornoch, Scotland,
who came to Halifax in 1802, and conducted an extensive
crockeryware establishment on Bedford Row, near Sack-
ville Street. He was a most enthusiastic Highlander, and
was the first to start with others a Curling Club. The
first Dartmouth Lake was their rink.

James Forman was for many vears a member of the
great importing firm of Forman, Grassie & Co., whole-
sale wine merchants, and the largest wine importers in
Jritish America.

Rev. Archibald Gray, D.D.. Chaplain of the Society
from 1796 to 1822, and Minister of St. Matthew’s Church
from 1705 to 1826, was an M.A. of King's College, Aber-
deen, and came to Halifax to succeed Dr. Andrew Brown
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in the Pastorate of St. Matthew's in 1795, and soon at-
tained a high position as a preacher and scholar in the
town and Province. So popular was he with all sects
and classes in Nova Scotia that King's College, Windsor,
made him a D.D., an unprecedented honor for King's to
confer on a dissenter. Dr. Gray was a man of refinement
and social culture, 1 pleasing speaker, and had a magnetic
temperament, which was inspiring, and contributed
greatly to his popularity. He was ever a strong advocate
for Free Public Schools, and early in 1807 was the prin-
cipal sneaker at a public meeting held at Masonic Hall to
consider the question and the state of education in our
town. The Doctor joined the Noxrtn Britisu SoCigTy in
1790, and was at once clected Chaplain, and for a long
period was the very life of the Quarterly and Annual
Meetings. His patriotic addresses, his rare Scottish
humor and geniality made him a strong personality
among the many talented men thea numbered with the
Society. He lived for many years in a large house on
Granville Street, opposite Province Building, site of
Acadian Hotel, and was for several vears before his death
confined to his house with paralysis. The kindest feel-
ing and cordial co-operation of the Episcopalians was
manifested by the fact that Rev. John Ingiis (afterward

Bishop of Nova Scotia), Rev. Isaac Temple and Rev.
Dr. Twining, preached in St. Matthew's for nearly two
years, or until the arrival of the Rev. Robt. Knox, who
was sent out from Scotland as an assistant minister for

St. Matthew's. In 1826 Dr. Gray died. and was buried

in old St. Paul's Churchyard. His portrait inserted in

this volume is copied from a painting by Robt. Field.

1814.

Under such a popular President as Mr. James Forman,
the Socicty, as might be expected. kept well up to the

mark in usefulness and vigor. A large number were

R N RO T
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admitted as ordinary members, as the following list will
testify:

Duncan McColl, James Leishman,

John McPherson, Thomas Gentles,

John Scobie, John Roy.

Adam Ross, Stewart Wallace,

Duncan McFarlane, Tohn Froser,

Andrew Mills, Alex. May,

Joan Munro.
Jas. McNab (Hon.), for many years Father of the
Society.

Among the gentlemen named above will be noticed
several who were noted for their attention during Hng
lives. to the business and carrving out of the objects of
our Institution.

Samuel Muirhead was’ elected a Perpetual Member.
Over £8 was expended in charity. A Committee was
appointed to look over the by-laws, but reported at the
November meeting that no additions or alterations were
necessary, and recommended that the Society authorize
the printing of 300 copics. which was approved of and
ordered to be carried into effect. This yvear the President
was empowered to procure a Silver Seal for the use of
the Sociciv. The clection of office-bearers resulted as
follows:

Richard Kidstn, Jr., President:

James Bain, [ice-President;

Alexander Fiddes, |

Henrv Ford. | Asst. ice-Presidents;
Robt. Lyon, Treasurer:

Jas. Smith,

Arch. Macdonald,

Alex. Mitchell. » Commmstiee of Charity;
Robt. Lyon,

A\dam Ross, )

Rev. Arch. Gray, D.D., Chapian.

Geo. Mitchell, |
John Buchan. |
\lex. Rass, Messenoer.

Seerctarie SN
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The Society celebrated St. Andrew’s by the usual din-
ner at the Masonic Hall. 200 present. Licut.-Governor
Sherbrooke and Staff, Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren
and Staff of 14 Post Captains, at the time at Halifax,
being among the invited guests.

The responses were many and enthusiastic.  The band
of the 64th Regiment furnished the music.

The toast list was as follows:

Toasts.
1. The Pious memory of St. Andrew.
The Garb of Old Gaul and Tullochgorum.
Our good and venerable King—Let uz always re-
vere his character and exemplary virtues, and
patiently submitting to the will of Providence,

to his last days, pray for the restoration of his
health.

3. His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of the "“nited
Kingdom—DMay he follow the example of his

2.

royal father, and maintain with equal firmness
and impartiality the privileges of the Crown, and
the rights of the people.

Prince Regent's March, No. 20.
4. The Queen and a’ her royal bairns.
The Duke of Yeork's March and British Grenadiers
The Duke of Clarence. and the Royal Navy.

Rule Britannia.
7- His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent.

.\'fri‘-\' l'f Shillciah.
8 Her Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte of
Wales.

All the weorld loves me.
0. His Majesty’s ministers. May they prosecute the
war in America with the same firmness and suc-
ces= that they did in Europe, and make a peace
honorable to the nation and beneficial to the colo-
mes,

San; 1 Ninna.
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Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington. Long may
he live to enjoy his well earned laurels, and the
deserved admiration of all the world.

See the Conquering Hero Comes.

Alexander, Emperor of all the Russias. May the
favorable impression made on him by John Bull
cement a lasting friendship between the Bull and
the Bear.

Russian March.

The Emperor of Austria.

German Waltz.

The King of Prussia.

March in the Battic of Prague.

Louis the XVIII. May he recollect with grati-
tude the nation which afforded him protection
during the unparalleled troubles of his country,
and was the chief cause of restoring him to the

throne of France.
White Cockade.

The Congress of Vienna. May the united wisdom
of this great assembly lay a solid foundation for
the future peace and security of all Europe, leav-
ing Great Dritain alone to humble the pride and
insolence of America.

Cock a Doodle Doo!

Our good and brave Governor. Sir John Coape Sher-
brooke, and the land we live in. May he long
continue to govern this Province, and when called
from it, have an early opportunity of teaching the
Americans the same lesson he taught the French
at Talavera

God Sawe tie King and British Grenadicrs.

May Britain maintain the empire of the seas on the
fair principle of seli-defence, remembering our
motto “ Nemo me Impune lacesit.”

Up and aw’ them a’ wellea’.
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19.

21.

22,

28.
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Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane and the Navy
under his command. May they soon find an op-
portunity to convince America that Britannia still
rules mistress of the ocean.

Hearts of Oak.

Admiral Griffiths. Who has on all occasions mani-
fested a ready attention to the interests of this
province and the protection of its commerce.

Admiral Benboze.

The Governor-General. May we always respect
those in authority over us.

Canadian Boat Song.

Lady Sherbrooke and all the fair daughters of
Acadia.

Lady Shcrbrooke, and * All the World Loves Mc.”

The DBritish Commissioners at Ghent. May they
never be instructed to make peace with America
till she gives up the right of search, is excluded
from the British fisheries, consents to revision of
the boundary line, and includes our Indian allies
in the general pacification.

The Sons of St. George and Old England.

Roast Beef of Old England.

Major-General Darroch and the Garrison of Halifax.

Highland March.

The Sons of St. Patrick and Ireland.

St. Patrick’s Day.

May James Madison and all his faction be soon com-
pelled to resign the reins of government in
America and seek a peace establishment with their
friend Buonaparte at Elba.

The Rogues' March and Go to the Devil and shake yourscly.

The Sons of St. David and Wales. !

Apshenkin.

The memory of the Right Hon. William Pitt.  May
his principles always animate the councils of the
United Kingdom.

Dirge.
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29. General Count Platoff and his brave Cossacks.

The Cossack.

30. The two Houses of Parliament. May they maintain
their privileges sacred and inviolable to the latest
posterity for the protection of the people.

Andante 2o0.

i. The gallant veteran Blucher.

A March, No. 62.

32. The glorious memory of the departed hero Lord
Nelson.

Dirge.

33. The brave Captain Barclay. Who so gallantly
maintained the reputation of the Dritish Navy
in the unequal contest with the American squad-
ron on lLake Huron.

33- The memory of our brave countryman Sir John
Moore.

171.7‘"\'(‘.

35. All the brave officers who fought in Spain. May
they meet with that reward which they so justly
merit for their distinguished services.

36. The memory of General Morcau who so nobly volun-
teered his service against the tyrant of France
and gloriously fell fighting for the deliverance of
F.ul'()])c,

37. Sir James Lucas Yeo. May his perseverance and
gallant conduct be soon rewarded with an oppor-
tunity of trying the bravery of the American
squadron on Lake Ontario.

38. The memory of our gallant countryman Sir Ralph
Abercrombie.

The Death of Abercrombic.

39. The Legislature of Nova Scotia. May the liberality
of its measures promote the welfare and pros-
perity of the Province.

Brays of Strathnaver.
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40. The memory of Prince Kutusoff and all the heroes
who have fallen in defence of the liberties of
Europe.

Russian Waltz,
4i. The Bishop of Nova Scotia and clergy of all deno-
minations. May they unite in their best endeav-
ors to promote the cause of religion, and extend
its happy influence over all nations. :

42. The Army in Canada. May the bravery and cour-
age which they have already evinced in the de-
fence of the Canadas terminate the war with
America to the honor of His Majesty’s arms, and
the protection of the Colonies.

43- Horn, Corn, Fish and Yarn.

Reel of Tulloch.

434. Our brave countryman, Sir Thomas Graham, who
fought under the immortal Wellington.

Bruce's Address.

45. Our countryman, the Right Hon. the Earl of Sel-
kirk., and all our absent members. May health
and happiness attend them wherever they are.

46. The land of cakes.
Because it was a benny land.

47. The memory of the brave General Ross.
Dirge.
48, Robbie Gibbs' contract.
Johnny goc marching home

349. Gude nicht.
2 Mariners” Hymn

Biographical Note—1814.

Richard Kidston, Jr., was a grand representative of our
country, a splendid orator, a keen business man. and a
most enthusiastic and patriotic Scotsman. He was for
many vears the head and froat of all measures for the
public good. His memory still lives in the Society by
reason of his good life and example: one “ whose like
we nc'er shall see again.”
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1815.
The Quarterly and Special meetings were held at the

Masonic Hall. The following ordinary members signed

the Roll:
Geo. Muirhead, Chas. Dunbrack,
Robert Field, James Donaldson,
Andrew Nisbet, Geo. Innis,
Peter McNab, William Scott,
David Walker, James McCormack,
Dunbar D. Stewart, Robert Bremner,
James Dechman, Alex. Murdoch.

And the following gentlemen became Perpetual Mem-
bers:
The President, Richard Kidston, Jr.,

James Ewing,
Richard Kidston, Glasgow,
Wm. Kidston, Esq.

At the February meeting, £32 was voted to applicants
for charity. The thanks of the Society was passed to R.
Kidston, Esq., for the handsome manner in which he con-
ducted the last Festival. It cost him £100. A vote of
thanks was also passed to Mr. Robt. Field, a great por-
trait painter of the day, for painting and presenting to
the Society a transparency of St. Andrew. At this mect-
ing the Society voted £62 19s. 3d. from the funds to
defray the cost of curtains for the Masonic Hall, the
Society in consideration thercof to have the use of the
Hall for the meetings for six ensuing vears, by agree-
ment with John Albro. Deputy Grand Master of the
Masonic body for the Province.

The President presented the Society with two hand-
some Ivory Mallets, with the following inscription:

“ PreEsENTED By Ricnarn Kinston, Jr.,
TO THE
NORTH BRITISH SOCIETY,
30T NOVEMBER, 1814."
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This year the Society lost two of its officers. The
Treasurer, Robert Lyon, who had held the office for a
number of years, and Mr. Mudie, Asst. Secretary.

Jas. Thom was elected Treasurer, and Alex. May, Asst.
Secretary, for the remainder of the year. At the May
meeting, £33 was voted to applicants. On Thursday,
August 3ist, a Special Meeting was called by the Presi-
dent to take into consideration the propriety of voting a
sum of money for the relief of the families of the slain,
in the Inte glorious victory of

WATERLOO.

A large meeting answered the summons and
Oxe Huxprep Pouxps

was unanimously voted toward that object, which amoruit
was ardered to be paid by the President into the hands of
. H. Cogswell, Esq., Treasurer of the fund. At the
August Quarterly meeting, over £350 was voted to the
Committee of Charity for distril ation. The Socictv also
voted a new set of Scarves for the officers of the Insti-
tution. At the November meeting, the following office-
bearers were aopointed for 1816:

N e AT PITI Y 1R/ PR e SRR S M 1S

Richard Kidston. Jr.. re-elected President:
William Bowie, Fice-President;

Wm. Kidston, ) ;

Duncan McColl, ) Asst. viece-Presidents ;
James Thom, Treasurcr:

James Hogg, F = =
Dunbar 1. Stewart, f Secretarics;

Alex. Ross, Messenger:

James Thom,

David Muirhead,

Alexander Fiddles, 3 Cemimittec of Charity;
John Farquharson.

Wm. Forsyth,

Tohn Munro, |

.'.1.\'. Hoge. { Com. for collecting back ducs.

Rev. Arch. Grav, D.D., Chaplain.

ST
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£20 was voted to applicants at the November meeting.
The Society celebrated the festival by the annual dinner
at Masonic Hall, 240 present, Sir John Coape Sherbrooke,
EBishop Inglis, the Chief Justice, Admiral Warren, the
brilliant staffs of General and Admiral, with every mer-
chant of note in the city, forming a most magnificent
company. The enthusiasm over Waterloo contributed
greatly to the eclat of the dinner. The cost was large,
but the President’s large contribution, £ 120, and wines,
with £350 from the Vice-President, made it a tremen-
dous success for the Society. The Regimental Bands of
the 6oth and 18th Regiments played alternately through
the evening.

1816.

was certainly not behind any of its predecessors in
interest. The meetings were held at the Masonic Hall,
as per agreement. At the February meeting, a matter
without precedent in the Society’s history occurred.
One of the members (William Anderson) having dis-
sented from the almost unanimous vote of donating £ 100
to the Waterloo fund, wrote an insulting letter to the
President, calling into question the legality of the vote
and reflecting on the President’s position in the matter.
Mr. Anderson was called upon by the Society to apolo-
gise, but he refusing to do so, was, by the unanimous
vote of the large meeting of members present, expelled.
At this meeting thirty pounds was voted to charitable
objects. At the May mecting, four gentlemen were pro-
posed whose names deserve particular notice, three of
whom passed through the Presidential chair of the
Society,

John Young (afterwards Hon.), proposed by Mr. Far-

quarson
Alex. Stewart John Liddell,
Archibald Sinclair, Mr. Farquharson,

Alex. Primrose, Ar. McColl.
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At this meeting £83 was voted to the Charity Com-
mittee for distribution. At the November meeting a
Committee consisting of the following gentlemen was
appointed to convey to His Excellency the Earl of Dal-
housie a copy of the rules of the Society:

Hon. John Black, Richard Kidston, Jr.,

Michael Wallace, James Fraser,
James Stewart, James Forman,
John Brown, Matthew Richardson,

The following were elected office-bearers for the ensu-
ing year:

William Bowie, President;
Alexander TFFiddes, Vice-President;
Duncan McColl, |
George Mitchell, |
James Thom, Treasurer;
George Mitchell, | Secrctaries;
James Russell, |
Rev. Arch. Gray, Chaplain;
Thomas Ross, Messenger;

Asst. Vice-Presidents:

James Thom,

David Muirhead, Committec
Alex. Phillips, 1 of
William Forsyth, l Charity.

John Brown,

The President elect, William Bowie, was a most popu-
lar member, and presided over the Society with genial
dignity.

A large committee was appointed to arrange for the
I'estival.  Wm. Bowie proposed Peter Donaldson and
Robt. M. Brown as ordinary members, to be balloted
for in February ensuing. The ordinary members admit-
ted during the year were:

Alex. Stewart, Archibald Sinclair,
Dr. Wm. Petrie, Alex. Primrose
John Young, Duncan McQueen,

Matthew Forrester.
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The annual dinner was a most brilliant affair. The
IZarl of Dalhousie, the Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Presi-
dents of the Sister Societies, Heads of Departments,
General and Suite, and other distinguished guests being

present.
Biographical Notes—1816.

John Young (Agricola) was father of Chief Justice Sir

Wm. Young.
Matthew Forrester was a leading dry goods merchant
on Barrington Street, south of Prince Street.

William Bowie, President, was a native of Inverness,
Scotland, a nephew of the Wm DBowie who joined the
Society in 1777. By inducement of his uncle he came
to Halifax in 1803, and at once joined the Society. He
was then in his 2oth year, a well-educated Scotsman,
with great business ability. DBy the influence of Alex.
Brymer he founded the great firm of Bowie & DeBlois,
and in a few years amassed a fortune. These were the
days of the Admiralty Court, and DBritish men-of-war
and privateers werce continually capturing the ships of
the enemy and bringing them in to Halifax for condemn-
ation and sale. Vessels and cargoes were sold to the
highest bidder after perhaps a slight inspection, and it
was not unusual at this date to clear £35.000 on a single
capture. Mr. Bowie soon became a leading man in the
community. He was an earnest and enthusiastic voung
Scotsman, and prominent in social as weil as mer-
cantile circles. His career came to a tragic close in
1819. During a trial in the Supreme Court in July of a
shipping case, the opposing lawver, Richard J. Uniacke,
Jr., made some insulting remarks, rather reflecting on
Mr. Bowie’s position in the case, which resulted in a cor-
respondence and eventually in a challenge: and on the

following morning, July twentv-first, Uniacke and Dowie,
g g, Jul} b
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with their seconds, met at the Governor’s Farm
near the Narrows, in a grove just above the present
Round House, LC.R. The duel took place between the
bours of 4 and 5. After exchanging the second shot,
Mr. Bowie fell mortally wounded, and in a few hours
breathed his last at a farm-house in the vicinity, where
bPe was carried immediately after the affair was over.
His death was greatly felt by the community, and
general regret and expressions for his sad taking off at
the carly age of 36 vears, were universal.

Uniacke and his second, McSweencey, were arrested,
and the Grand Jury being in session, found bills of
indictment of murder against them : and Deblois, Bowie's
second, was charged with misdemeanor, as parties and
accessories to the doel which terminated in the death of
Bowie.

At the trial. it was proved that, after the firing of the
first shot, both of the principals, Uniacke and Dowie, hav-
ing fired and remaining uninjured, were willing to ter-
minate the affair; but McSweeney, a fire-eating Irishman
from the West Indies, insisted upon a second shot, which
DeBlois, Bowie’s second, unwillingly assented to. In
the second shot, the affair terminated with the death of
Bowie. The trial was a screaming farce: all compli-
mented and sympathized with cach other. Uniacke was
a lamb, McSweeney was a dee. They were cach repre-
sented to the Jury by Judge and lawyers as broken
hearted for evermore. But the fact was proven that
McSweeney had loaded the pistols, dictated the short
space of twelve paces. and that after the first fire he had
loudly insisted upon a second shot: but the Code was
fashionable, and as a foregone conclusion the trial re-
sulted in an acquittal of both Uniacke and McSweenc:.
The last-named should certainly have been hanged. or at
least had imprisonment for life, in recompence for his
murderous insistence upon the shot, which sacrificed so
valuable a life as the lamented Bowie.
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Jowie was killed in 1819: McSweeney died at
Dominica in 1825; Uniacke died in 1824; DeBlois died in
1827. So that ia the short space of eight years all par-
ties connected with the duel had made their exit.

1817.

The Society he'd its meetings at the Masonic Hall
At the February meeting. the Committee of gentlemen
appointed to wait upon His Excellency the Earl of Dal-
housie, reported that they had done so, and Richard
Kidston. Jr.. read the following communication addressed
to him as the President of the preceding vear:

Havirax, gth January, 1817,
Stk —
I have requested my aid-de-camp, Major Cooper, to

call upon vou to know whether I may not be admitted
an Henorary or Perpetual Member of the Nortn
Britisit Sociery. in offering a small donation to their
charitable fund. 1 beg further to request. you would do
myself and Lady Dalhousie the favor to acquaint us
with anv particular case of distress among our country-
men or women that may require further aid.
I am Sir. with much respect,
Yours faithfully,
(Signed) DaLnovsie.
Kinsrox, Jr.. Eso,
President N. B. Society.
The above flatte~ng note was accompanied by the
To

Riciiagn

liberal donation of twenty pounds to the funds.

N

whn

ich Mr. Kidston sent the following reply:
Hawrrax, gth January, 1817,

Ny Lorn,—

I have this moment had the honour to receive yvour
Lordship’s letter. and beg to acknowledge vour liberal
donation to the Nortu Brimisn Sociery of Halifax, who
will be proud to consider vour Lordship as a Perpetual

Member of this charitable institution.
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Permit me in the name of the Society. to return your
Lordship their warmest thanks for this testimony of
vour beneficence, and to express their fervent wishes
that your Lordship and amiable Countess may long enjoy
cvery happiness that this world can afford. The Society
will not fail in complying with the request of your Lord-
ship and Lady Dalhousie. in the event of any particular
case of distress occurrine to our countrymen or women,
that may require any further aid than is provided for
by the Rules of the Institution.
I have the honour to remain,
My Lord,
Your very respectful and
Obliged humble servant,
(Signed) Ricnakn Kinston, Jx.,
To His ExceLLexcy,
Tue Ricur Hox. tine Earn or DaLnouvsie,
Havrirax.

The following gentlemen were admitted ordinary
members :

Robert M. Brown,
Alexander Malcom,
Alexander Sim,

Peter Denaldson,
Thomas Muirhead,
George Hamilton,

Hector Mcidonald, 1st, James Johnston,

Hector McDonald, 2nd, Colin Wilson,

George Craigen, Alexander Boyd.
And the following as Honorary Members,

Lieut. James uffus, R.N.

Andrew Moffat (Antigua).

William Leslie, New York.

The following Perpetual members were added this
vear:

" Licut.-General the Right Hon. Earl of Dalhousie,
Matthew Richardson, John Dempster,
Robert Lyon, Esq.

At the November mecting the Treasurer laid before
the Society the Annual Statement, showing the funds to
smount to four hundred pounds, which sum was held
by Licut. James Duffus, secured by mortgage and bond,
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dated 8th December, 18135, a large surplus, considering
the large amounts disbursed for various objects during
the past five vears. The quarterly reports show that
over one hundred pounds was distributed by the
Charitable Committee during the vear. The following
office-bearers were elected for 1818, viz:

Alexander Fiddes, President;

Duncan McColl, Iice-President;

John Dempster, |

George Mitchell.!

George Mitchell, Treasurer;

James Russell, \ Secretaries.

Hector McDonald, |

Peter Robb,

Alex. Philip.

James Smith, ' of

Geo. Hamilton, Charuy:

Patrick Ross,

Rev. Arch. Gray., D.D.. Chapiain.

Asst. Vice-Presidents;

Comnuttce

On the 3oth November, a most magnificent Festival
was held at the Masonic Hall, about one hundred and
fifty members and guests being present, including Earl
Dalhousic and staff. Hon. James Fraser presided on
this occasion, as Alexander Fiddes. Esq., the President
clect, vacated for the time the Chair in his favor.

Biographical Notes—1817.

George Ramsay. gth Earl of Dalhousie, was born
October 22nd, 1700, was cducated at the University of
Edinburgh, was a school companion of Sir Walter Scott.
Entered the Army in 1788 in command of 2nd Foot at
Martinique under the Duke of Kent, and there severely
wounded. Served in Ircland during the Rebellion, 1708.
Fought under Maitland at Belleisle, was in Egypt under
Abercrombie in 1801, and in command at Gibraltar, 1803.
Was appointed Major-General in 1805. In the Penin-
sular War he greatly distinguished himself and received
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the *“thanks of Parliament”™ for his great services
throughout that tremendous campaign. In 1813 he was
made Lieut.-General and K.G. Cross of the Bath. In
1815 he was created a Peer of the United Kingdom as
Baron Dalhousie, of Dalhousie Castle, Scotiand. In
August, 1816, he was appointed Lieut.-Governor and
Commander of the Forces in Nova Scotia, and in 1819
he succeeded the Duke of Richmond as Governor-in-
Chief of the Forces in North America. His career in
Nova Scotia was a magnificent success. He took un-
bounded interest in education, and laid the broad found-

ation of learning in our Province. He took an active

interest in our Society, was a Perpetual Member, and
attended many of the meetings. He married an heiress
with a great fortune, a Miss Brown, of Coalston. H

it
died March 21st, 1838, aged 68 vears.

Sir Bre .ton Halliburton was the eldest son of Hon.
John Halliburton, who was for many years a leading
member of our Society, and twice filled the Chair of the
institution. Sir DBrenton was born at Newport, Rhode
Isli id, and came with his father to Halifax with the
Loyalists in 1783. wien the British evacuated New York.
Sir Brenton entered the Army and rose to a Captaincy
of the 8th Regiment, the Duke of Kent's Corps ; but after
the deporture of the Duke from Halifax in 1800, he

resigned his position and began the study of Law, and

was admitted a Barrister. He had a fair practice, and

at an carly age. through strong patronage, was ~levated
to the Bench, and eventually was advanced to the posi-

tion of Chief Justice of Nova Scotia. He was an eminent

man, of strong character and benevolent nature, and was
greatly esteemed by our Society.
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1818.

The Quarterly meetings were held at the Masonic
Hall. The Charity Committee appear to have been well
employed, as several Scotchmen were forwarded to Scot-
land, and a long list of names received relief each quarter.

At the May meeting a communication was received
from his Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, enclosing a
letter from the Highland Society of Scotland requesting
aid in publishing a dictionary of the Celtic Language.
This was at once attended to, and a Committee consist-
ing of

James Forman,
Edward Mortimer,
Duncan McColl,
Arch. McDonald,

was appointed to solicit subscriptions, and over one
hundred pounds was raised in Halifax, and transmitted
to Edinburgh. At the November meeting, among others
proposed for membership, we notice that of a gentleman
who proved a most indefatigable member and a vury
popular man with the Society, and his Townsmen, James
Forman, Jr., proposed by the Hon. James Fraser. The
following ordinary members were this year admitted:

Hon. B. Halliburton

Hon. S. G. W. Archibald,

Robt. F. Bigby,

Joseph Mundell,

The Rev. Donald A. Fraser was elected an Honorary
Member, and
John Williamson, Esq., John Brown, Esq.,
Alex. Fraser, Esq. (Miramichi),

became Perpetual Members. Over ninety pounds was
disbursed this vear in charity, and the following gentle-
men were elected office-bearers for 181¢:
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Hon. Judge Brenton Halliburton, President;
George Mitchell, IMice-President ;

John Dempster. | B .

Geo. N. Russell, [ Asst. Vice-Presidents;
Geo. Mitchell, Treasurer;

James Russell, Secretary;

Hector McDonald, Asst. Scerctary;

Peter Robb, )

Alex. Phillips, l Stewards.
Patrick Ross, [ of
George Hamilton, | Charity;

George Craigen,

Rev. Arch. Gray, D.D., Chapiain;
James McNab, I Collectors of
Matthew Forrester, | Back Dues.

A large committee was appointed to arrange for the
Festival, which was duly celebrated at the Masonic Hall.
About two hundred were present; the Earl of Dalhousie,
the Heads of Departments, and a large number of the
Military, including Lord Schonberg Kerr, Sir John Louis,
Major-General Arnold, Col. Beresford, Collector Jeffrey,
with the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Sister
Societies, were the invited guests.

The Earl of Dalhousie replied most eloquently for

himself and public guests. The Band of the 15th Regi-
ment occupied the Orchestra.

We notice this year that a copy of the rules of which
a new edition had been printed by Howe & Co., was
sent to each member. The meetings this year were well
attended ; average attendance about sixty at each Quar-
terly meeting.
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We notice that a special meeting was called to take
into consideration the claim of a Mr. John Scobie, of
Arichat, on the Society’s charity, he having lost his house
and barn by fire. The sum of £15 was granted for his
relief. A large amount was distributed by the Com-
mittee of Chanty during the year.

The following gentlemen were admitted ordinary mem-

bers:
Charles Gray, Robert Duncan,
James Forman, Jr., Adam Esson,
John Boyd, James Ross,

Donald MclLennan, James Forester,
Tames Fraser, Jr.,
and the Hon. John Black became a Perpetual Member
of the Society.

At the November meeting, among other orders, we
notice that for a box to be prepared to hold the trans-
parency of St. Andrew, presented to the Society by
Field, and noticed in a previous year.

This year Messrs. Samuel Cunard and Wm. Duffus
became securities for Lieut. James Duffus, R.N., who

holds part of the Society’s funds in his bond for £ 400,
dated December 8th, 1813.
The following were elected office-bearers for 1820:

James Forman, President;
John Dempster, Fice-President;
Chas. S. Gray,
G. N. Russell,
Geo. Mitchell, Treasurer;
H. McDonald, Secretary;
James Forman, Jr., Asst. Secretary;
Committee of Charity—re-elected.
Rev. Arch. Gray, D.D., Cha;lain.

' Asst. Vice-Presidents;
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The Festival was duly celebrated on the 3oth by the
usual dinner, which was well attended, the members
turning out in great numbers on the occasion; 217
present. The Band and Pipers of the 71st Regt. pro-
vided the music.

1820.

The Quarterly meetings were well attended, and took
place at Masonic Hall; about £70 was distributed by
the Committee of Charity. A considerable amount (;f
back dues was collected by the Committee appointed for
that purpose.

The following gentlemen were admitted during the
vears as ordinary members:

John McKenziz, John McLean,
Duncan DBlack, William Wallace,
Allan AMcDonald, Thomas Laidlaw,
Thomas C. Allan, David Johnson,
David Henderson, Alex. A. Ferguson,

Samuel Mitchell.
And the following as Honorary Members:
Archibald McNiven,
Rev. Colin P. Grant.
At the November meeting the following office-bearers
were appointed for 1821:
The Father of the Society,
Hon. Michael Wallace,
Geo. N. Russell, Vice-Presideni;
S. G. W. Archibald, |
Alexander May, § Asst. Vice-Presidents;
Geo. Mitchell, Treasurer;
James Forman, Jr., Secretary;
Duncan Black, Asst. Secretary;

: President ;
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Peter Robb,

Alex. Philips,

Patrick Ross, = Committer of Charity;
Geo. Hamilton, -
Geo. Craigen,

Rev. Arch. Gray, D.D., Chaplain.

The 3oth was celebrated by a grand dinner at the
Masonic Hall, and was as usual the event of the season;
200 present. Among the guests, Sir James Kempt and
Staff. The Bands of the 26th and 71st Regiments were in
the Orchestra.

1821.

The meetings were held at the Exchange Coffee House,
the six-year agreement having expired for holding them
at the Masonic Hall, and the Exchange being preferred
by the members. About £60 was voted for charitable
purposes by the Society during the vear.

And the following ordinary members were acquired:

John Forman, Hunter St. Andrews,
John Fraser Jas. Cruickshanks,

W. B. Robertson.

It is to be noticed that among those relieved by the
Society, were to be found widows of former members,
whose names are recorded as regular pensioners. These
cases had been nnder discussion for several years. It
was decided that, although strictiy speaking the charity
of the Society was for transient distress, yet those
widows’ claims could not be disregarded, and so they
were kept on from year to year. At the November mect-
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ing, the Society made choice of the following gentlemen
for office-bearers:
(Geo. N. Russell, President;
S. G. WL Archibald, ice-President ;
Alexander May, = -
Jas. Forman, Jr., ) Asst. Vice-Presidents:;
Geo. Mitchell, 7recasurer;
Duncan Black, Secrctary:
David Johnson, Asst. Sccrctary;
Committee of Charitv—re-clected ;
Chaplain—re-clected ;
Themas Ross, Messenger.

The Festival was celebrated on the 3oth at Masonic
Hall, and is noticed as * a most successful and harmoni-
ous reunion.” Two hundred members and guests present.

Biographical Note—1821.

Geo. N. Russell, son of Rev. Thomas Russell, a former
minister of St. Matthew's, was a wholesale hardware

merchant, and subsequently a mercantile agent and

broker. corner of Hollis and Prince Streets, now occu-

pied by the Union Bank. He was a well-educated and
intellectual man. a splendid Chairman at public meetings
of the citizens.

1822.

Four capital meetings were held this vear at the
Exchange Coffee House. The thanks of the Society was
voted to David Henderson, a member who composed the
song Caledonia, which was sung at the anniversary meect-

ing of November 30th. by Mr. Dempster. It was also

unanimously agreed that the author be requested to fur-
nish the Ser

~retary with a copy of this admired produc-
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tion, to be filed with the papers of the Society. The fol-
lowine well-known and deservedly popular gentlemen
were proposed at the February meeting, viz.:

Robt. Noble, proposed by Geo. Mitchell.

Alex. Keith, iy “  Jas. Cruickshanks.

A vacancy having occuried in the Committee of
Charity, in consequence of the death of Peter Robb,
William Strachan volunteered and was accepted to fill
the same for the remainder of the year. About £80 was
distributed by the Committee of Charity. At the Novem-
ber meeting the Treasurer presented the following state-
ment of the funds of the Society:

Lieut. James Duffus, Mortgage and Bond... £400

INIEERNE . . e 24

Cash on hand for Investment............... 8 81
£s511 81

A large amount, considering the great call made every
quarter on the funds by the Charity Committee.

The foilowing ordinary members were admitted dur-
ing the year:
Robt. Noble, Alex. Keith,
Edward Wallace, Andrew D. Russell,
He~tor McLennan, Andrew Mitchell.

At the November meeting, a large number of the mem-
bers attended, and aftey the ordinary business had been
despatched, they proceeded to elect office-bearers for the
ensning year, whern “he following gentlemen were chosen:

Hon. S. G. W. Archibaid, LL.D., President,;
Alex. May, ice-Presiden?:
James Forman. J ., Sen. Asst. Vice-President;
Duncanr Black, Junr. Asst. Vice-Presideni,
Geo. Mitchell, lreaswier;
And:cw D. Russell, Sceretary:
Robt. Nobie, Asst. ern'tar_\'.'
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Patrick Ross,

William Strachan,

George Craigen, Committee of Charity;
George Hamilton,

George Innis, /

Rev. Arch. Gray, D.D., Chaplain;

Thomas Ross, Messenge

The office-bearers were appointed a Committee to
arrange for the Anniversary.

The Festival was celebrated by the annual dinner at
Masonic Hall, at which a large number of invited guests
sat down with the members. S. G. W. Archibald in the
chair. The Band of the 74th Regiment occupied the
Orchestra. No less than thirty-one toasts given from
the Chair were drank, besides volunteer ones from parties
present. All passed off harmoniously and with credit
to all concerned.

Biographical Note—1822.

S. G. W. Archibald was born January 1st, 1778 Chief
Justice of Prince Edward Island, Master of the Rolls
Nova Scotia, and Speaker of the House of Assembly,
N.S,, a distinguished lawver. For several years a pro-
minent member of the Scciety, and elected President in
1823. He died at Halifax january 28th, 1846, and was
buried in Camp Hill Cemetery, where an elaborate
monument, with an inscription in Latin and English can
be seen.

1823.

The meetings, which were well attended, were held at
the Exchange Coffee Honse.  About one hundred pounds
was voted to applicants, many of whom were the
widowed pensioners before noticed. The names of two
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gentlemen proposed at the February meeting this year,
deserve notice:
Alex. McLeod, proposed by Alex. May,
John Strachan, = *  James Smith.
These two were noted in after vears for their steady
attention to the Society’s interests, and for the faithful
discharge of duties as Committee-men of the Institution.

The members admitted during this year were:

John Strachan, Pev. john Martin,
James Dechman, William Sutherland, Esq.,
Alex. McLeod, John Lyle.

By the annual statement produced by the Treasurer
at the November meeting, the funds amount to £3531
4s. 1d.  The following gentlemen were elected by a large
meeting, to preside over the Society for 1824:

Alex. May, President;

James Forman, Jr., Iice-President;
Duncan Black. Scn. Asst. Vice-President ;
A. D. Russell. Junr. Asst. ice-President ;
Geo. Mitchell, Treasurer;

Rbt. Noble, Seccretary;

Robert M. Brown, Asst. Secrctary:
Thomas Ross, Messenger:

Committee of Charity-—re-elected.

A large Committee was selected to arrange for the
Nationa: Festival, which was duly celebrated at Masonic
Hall on the 3oth; about one hundred and forty present.

Biographical Notes—1823.

Alexander McLeod was for fully half a century a lead-
ing merchant of Halifax, a self-made man of great irteg-
rity and honor: enterprising, attentive to business, warm-
hearted, an unwavering friend, and not slow i lending a
helping hand to those who had won his confidence. He
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was every inch a Scotchman. Of commanding height
and presence, and possessed of a quiet, unobtrusive mag-
netism of manner which imparted a charm to the delib-
crate speech and dignified movement of one of the most
courteous men that ever lived in our community. For a
long term of vears—nearly two generations—he was a

remarkable factor in Halifax commercial circles. Mr.

MclLeod was born at Linlithgow, on the 19th January,
1791, and educated at the parish school of Saint Michael,
where he acquired the ordinary training given in the

'\'C(\t-
tish parish schools of that period.

When quite voung
he enlisted with several relatives and companions in the
Ru\'ﬂl

Artillery, and was at once drafted to Nova
Scotia.

His first station after arrival at Halifax was at
Annapolis Royal-—then in charge of Captain Colin Camp-
bell, in after days known as Sir Colin Campbell, and sub-
scquently Lord Clyde. After a few years at Annapolis,
Mr. McLeod came to Halifax and commenced business
in a quiet way opposite the present Queen’s wharf. He
rapidly made friends with all classes in town and country,
and his business soon extended until few even of the older
merchants in Halifax were as well known in all parts of
the Province as Alexander McLeod. His fine person-
ality, undoubted inteerity and scrupulous attention to
detail, made him to be trusted and respected by all who
came in contact with him. Although during a long busi-
ness career he had fairly good assistance, he remained
until his retirement late in life the recognized strength
and mainspring of the business he had created. Mr.
Mcl.eod was married, but left no children. The com-
paratively limited estate Mr. Mcl.eod left behind was a
great surprise to Halifax.

For a quarter of a century
previous to his

decease, he was rated

as one of the
wealthiest men in the city.

This opinion was amply jus-
tified by the volume of business he had so long and suc-

cessfully transacted. Its profitable ‘faracter, his extra-
ordinary immunity from losses, and his unostentatious

11
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mode of living—not spending a tithe of his income—all
tended to confirm the public idea of his great accumula-

tion. Had his estate shown over a millioa for distribu-

tion it would have caused no surprise: the community

was prepared for it. But the unlooked for happened.
£210,000 only was valued for probate, a moderate amount
indeed, considering the business capabilities and advant-
ages enjoved by Mr. McLeod during such a long career.
But life is withal a series of chances and surprises. In
tnis particular case public supposition and stern reality
was almost a million dollars astrayv—a fairly large sum
cven for Halifax, where valuation of supposed wealth is,
as a rule, very nearly correct. Among the benefactors
of Dalhousie University, his memory will be long remem-
bered. Mr. McLeod joined the Society in 1823, and for
over fifty vears was a most esteemed member, and was

clected a Perpetual Member in 1806, He died January
15th, 1883, aged g2 years.

Mr. Mayv was a member of the great mercantile house
of Fiddes, May & Robertson. He was a man foremost
in all good works, and ably represented the great Scottish

mercantile community of our city.

Wm. Sutherland was a leading lawyer and an enthusi-
astic member of the Norrn Dritisu Sociery. He was
Recorder of the City for many vea-s.

1824.
Under the able Presidency of Mr. May, the Society this
transacted even more than the

vear appears to have
The meetings were held at

general average of business.
the Exchange Coffee House, were well attended, and
over ninety pounds voted to the Committee of Charity
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for distribution.  The following gentlemen were admitted
during the vear as ordinary members:
George Little,
Charles Alexander,
John Fraser j2nd),
Alexander Ross,

Dr. John Sterling,
Robert Robertson,
Andrew Crawford,
James Pettigrew.
lohn McKenzie,
lohn MeNie.

Charles Coventree.

One Honorary Member was clected, John Forman,
Esq.. and Winckworth Allan, an old and esteemed mem-
i

rer residing in London, became a Perpetual Member, by
paving the fee of ten pounds.

This vear the Snuff Mulls were stolen from the chest
in which they were deposited, and the silver mountings
containing the inscriptions torn away. The Mulls were
subsequently recovered, and the Saciety ordered new
mountings with sin

Tn

ilar inscriptions to be procured for
Several shipyrecked mariners were forwarded to
Scotland, and a great amount of good was effected by the
active Committee of Charity. At the annual mecting
the following office-bearers were chosen to preside over
the Society for 1825:

James Forman, Ir., President;
Duncan Black. Iice-President;
\. D. Russell, Sen. Asst. Viee-President;
Raobert Noble, Junr. Asst. ice-President ;
Robert M. Brown. Secrctary:
Samuel Mitchell, Asst. Seeretary:
George Mitchell, Treasurer:
Patrick Ross.
William Strachan. | Commitice
l of
Charity;

George Craigen,
George Hamilton, '
‘.u"-"':t‘ Monroe.
Alex. Mel.eod

D. Mecl.ennan.

D. MclLennan., |
Tames Dechman.,

Commitlee for Collecting
Back Dues.

|
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The Festival was a most grand affair. A large num-
ber sat down with the President. Mr. May and the
company must have enjoyed themselves exceedingly, as
the Nova Scotian newspaper, in noticing the event, men-
tions that the company sat down at 7 p.m., and did not
separate until “ the horses of the Sun were spurring with
their glittering harness up the eastern horizon "—quite
an editorial flight.

1825.

This year the mectings were held at the Masonic Hall,
and by the exertions of the office-bearers, much good was
cffected. At the February meeting two gentlemen were
proposed, who in after years were honored for their
steadfast attachment to the Society’s interests, by being
placed in the Chair, viz:

James Thomson, proposed by James Smith. Esq.,
James F. Gray, v “ Alex. May, Esq.

About eighty pounds was expended in charity, and
during the year the following Honorary Members were
clected :

Capt. Houston Stewart, H.ANLS, “ Menai 7 (after-
ward Admiral on the Station) :

Capt. Archibald Stewart, Rifle Brigade:

Capt. C. Fitzroy MclLean, 81st Regt.:

Duncan McColl, Esq.

During the year the following gentlemen were ad-
mitted ordinary members:
iohn Robb, Jas F. Gray,

David Spence,

James Thomson,

A considerable amount of business was transacted,
and at the regular August meeting it was passed unani-
mously that in future when the sum of five pounds
is drawn upon the Treasurer, the order must be signed
by all the Committee of Charity.
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At the November mecting the Society proceeded to
clect office-bearers:

John Williamson was elected Pres<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>