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THE CANADIAN

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.

Vor 1. TORONTO, AUGUST 1, 1854. No. 8.

Miscellancous Acticles.

HINTS ON THE DUTIES OF MEMBERS OF A VOLUNTARY CIHURCH

In soliciting the attention of the readers of the magazine to the subject thus
indicated, we feel convineed that it isone of vast importance initself, and hence
‘most worthy of their regard, and especially demanding notice here, as it has,
ginerally speaking, been treated somewhat shily, if not overlooked in the Pu)-
pit. Although the term Church, as occurring in the New Testament, and as
employed at once in common and theological language, is used in various senses;
it is unnecessary to enter upon any particular definition of it on the present
occasion. But it 48 important to observe that every body deserving the name
of a Christian Church, must hold, asa fundamental principle, that the authority
of Christ in it is to be supreme; exclusive of the authority of men. No matter
whether it be the authority of ore man in the Church, as the authority of the
Pope, or of Councils, modern Confarences, Presbyteries or Synods, it must not
approach to competition with the prerogative of Christ. To attempt for instance
to frame any new article of faith, or to increase or diminish the sum of any
moral obligation, is to invade his province, and assume a paramount power.
Bat many churches professedly holding this fundamental principle, have prac-
tically set it aside. This has been done in every instance in which there has
been admitted into the Church’s constitution, the recognition of any civil power
orinfluence whatever, Inall connections between the Church and governments
of this world, there is, of necessity, an invasion upon the prerogative of Christ.
For 21l such alliances are formed upon-the principle of concession on the part of
the Church: a yielding of something, in return for the favor and protection of
the State. True, many have dreamed of such protection and favor, and of the
Church's independence remaining unimpaired. But the case is Aypothetical
‘and in the nature of things, will remain so. If the Church assert, practically,
her entire independence of governmental ¢njluence, she will in no casc long
enjoy governnental fazor.

. A voluntary Church is one standing in contrast with all, in any way allied,
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to the secular power, or in receipt of any emolument from that source. All
State paid churches, are made to a greatér or lesser extent, the subject of State
legislaticn ; they are in some respects, therefore, under civil law, as well as
‘““under law to Christ.” Now, a Voluntary Church, not only does not recognize
the rights of any earthly power to interfere with it, but feels bound to ““conteund
for the faith.once delivered to the saints,” and so to oppose any interference asa
daring nvasion of the rights of Hix “who is head over all things to the
Church.” A voluntary Church is composed of those who voluntarily associate
together for the promotion of their spiritual welfare in accordance, as they view
it, with theaut .rity of Scripture. They of course, engage voluntarily to sup-
port their own institutions, by their * freewill offerings.”

Now it is plain that in such a state of things, the persons concerned, neces-
sarily involve themselves in responsibilities, and obligate themselves to discharge
duties peculiar to their situation. In regard to the members of a State-allied
Church, their duties are confined to the mere observance of christian ordinan-
ces and the manifestation of christian principle in heart and life, They are not
allowed to have an opinion, or, at least, not generally to exercise it, in regard
even to the minister under whose pastoral care they may be placed. Or if the
Church is only sustained by civil funds, not, strictly speaking, established by
civil law, her members, in such case, have few, if any, responsibilities or duties
in regard to her temporalities. In regard to all things pertaining to the general
interest of such a church, her support, government and discipline, her members
do their duty best when they give themselves no troudle. This mnch we state
simply by way of explanation. The members of a voluntary Church, on the
other hand, enter that church in a way purely voluntary ; and not becausg ‘they
reside within certain limits. By their own choice then have they become bound,
also by the very act of uniting with it, to care for its interests, and to the
utmost in their power, to advance them. In this respect, such a Church is just
like any other association into which persons muy enter, for the mutual benefit
of their common interest. Every thing connccted with the progress and
management of the association, belongs to each individual member of it ; and
Scripture and common sense concur in intimating that the interests of the
whole should be dear to each. Such a Church’s affairs, in the way of secular
business, are the affairs and the business of cack memder; and the duty of
promoting the welfare of the whole, both from a regard to individual benefit
and to the divine glory, is a duty which devolves on eack—a duty to which
each has become obligated by freely associating with the body. It has been
well said, that “the principle of a voluntary Church, is neither more nor less
than just the exercise of a willing mind in serving God. It isthe principle that
wll acceptable service must proceed irom an enlightened and willing mind, It
embraces the whole revealed will of God, and consists in being willing to learn
what he teaches, willing to do what he commands as is reported concerning
those * who obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered to
them,” willing to suffer what He inflicts, as He did **who endured, as seeing
Him who is invisible "—willing to reccive what He bestows, as it is written,
*¢Of his own fulness have all we received, and grace for grace,” and 2illing to
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give what He requires, according as it is commanded, that we should “ be ready
to distrivute, willing to communicate.”

It is thus plain, that upon the principle of general equity, as well as of chris-
tian law, it is the duty of all the members of the Church of Christ, to feel and to
act, as really parts of the whole. But, Christian friends, is all this actually
manifested in the conduct of most of you?—in the conduct of Church members
generally? Your observation of others, and the testimony of your own consci-
ences must assure you that it is not.  Oa the contrary, does there not exist, to
a lamentable extent, cither a deplorable ignorance with regard to these obliga-
tions, or & most culpable disregard of the most obvious duties? There is no
small ground to fear that not a few associate themselves with the Church from
purely selfish ends, and if these are gained, *hey feel disposed to say to their
fellow members, not only, *“We have no nced of you,” but *“Ye have no need
of us.” For, what else can be inferred as the szntiment of many, who take
little or no interest in either the welfare of Christ’s kingdom at large, or of that
pérticular department of it, to which they profess to belong? Weaffectionately
appeal to you, fellow Christians; bow does this case stand in regard to you?
What is the interest which you take, and what is the part you perform as
members of the Church? Like every other asssociation, it has to be maintained
by certain secular arrangements.  Yet is it not undeniably true that it matters
little to many of you what is to be done, if more is required beyond assembling
yourselves frem sabbath to sabbath to hear the gospel? Are the business trans-
actions of your congregation entered into with either the hearty concurrence of
the whole, or with that disinterestedness becoming those who, by profession,
have declared that they “ are notthineown?” Is it not onthe contrary a fact,
that what is required to be done in this way, must be done by a fzw, who in
addition to their own duty, ave their under the disagreeable necessity of doing
that of their fellow members also, or else allow every thing to stand? Nay
more, when the few of willing mind, have, for the sake of general interests,
done the work due from others, and borne responsibilities not their own, thoy
must be content to submit to whatever blame those jor whom they have acted
may choose to lay upon them, for not performing their business better. This
blame is sometimes so heartily bestowed thatone is led to think that conscience
must thus be struggling to get rid of its load, caused by unfaithfulness in the
stewardship under the great dfaster.

The very mode in which some express themselves in regard to such matters,
is indicative, not only of their perfect indifference to the general interests, but
of a sad want of any proper sense of responsidility. The injunction of an
apostle to every christian man to “look not on his own things, but also on the
things of others,” however it may be interpreted by them, has produced no
practical results in their conduct. They not only speak frequently of the affairs
of the congregation to which they belong, as if they themselves were neutral
parties, having no concern with the necessary arrangements, and deriving no
benefit from them; but we have known of individuals taking credit to them-
selves for all this indifference, as the result, we suppose it was implied, of a greater
sagacity, of profounder humility, than to intrude themselves into such maiters,
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which, after all, undeniably belong to themselves. Christian friends, * these
things ought not so to be:" they are most unbecoming the character of any
professed disciple of Christ. Such conduct is very shameful on the part of any
members of a mere worldly association ; it is very eriménal in regard to the
affairs of the Christian Church. We know not to what it ought to be attributed
but to ignorance of those principles which should characterize those so associated
together for the highest and holiest ends; if not, worse still, it must be charged
to the want of any true love to Him, whose cause it is, and whose servants they
nevertheless profess to be. It is, besides, the fruitful source of the multiplied
embarrasments and murmaurings which so abound when important financial
concerns are considered or transacted. The few who seck the prosperity of the
cause, and who, to advance it, “devise liberal things,” have often, through
your want of co-operation, their hands tied up, and their hearts perplexed.
Are collectors appointed to call npon you to contribute “as of the ability
which God giveth?” Are they not often received as ungraciously as if thes
were seeking means to advance a payment on their land or to'supply them-
selves with the implerdents of their calling? Well! and is it not a hardship
truly, to be associated with those who il ezpect you to co-operate and still
ask you to co-operate in discharging your business,—unreasonable that these
managers will not pay your subscriptions out of their own poclets, or that tke
minister,—your minister,~~should so much resemble other beings of carthly
mould, and cannot learn to live upon the ir? *We write not these things to
shame you, but, as our beloved brethren, we warn you.” We address you with
the carnest desire that you should seriously ponder your responsibilities, think
rightly of your honorable position as members of Christ’s visible body, and that
your spiritual welfare may be promoted by your carefully cherishing in the
heart the love which “is the fulfilling of the law,” and giving full scope to it in
your conduct. And with this view, we mean at another opportunity to advert
alittle farther to this subject, and to the honor of the Christian in being called
to be a * co-worker ” with God in advancing his cause and glory in the carth.
VOLENS.

\

RELATION OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE TO RELIGION.

We now give the extracts on this subject referred to by IrEnicus, and for
which we had not space in our last. It would be casy to add indefinitely, to
the same effect, from authors the most respectable and uncxceptionable. We
beg to advert to a paragraph by Sir George Sinclair, which will be found on
pages 128-180 in our number for May. The learned Baronet is ecclesiastically
incorporated with the Free Church; yet he manifestly holds the forbearance
principle—the principle of our Church—or rather, we suppose, he is a volun-
{ary, so that he is at present, like a number of others, in a somewhat false pee
sition. The following lines from Milton‘s Sonnet to Sir Henry Vane the
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younger, represent that Statesman as having won for himself great distil{clion
in this department of jurisprudence : —

“To know
Both spiritual power and civil, what each means,
Whatt severs each, thou hast learned, which few have done:
The bounds of either sword to thee we owe
Therefore on thy firm hand religion leans
In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son.”

“If Sergius Paulus and other converted Roman governors had consulted Paul, wheth-
cr they should use their power as Roman governors to put down Paganism by force,
or if Dionysius, after having induced (suppose) the other judges of the Areopagus to
embrace the Gospel, had proposed to the Apostle that that Court should sit in judg-
ment on religious offences, and inflict penalties on all persons opposing or rejeeting
the true Faith, or deprive them of civil rights,—if the Apostle Paul, I say, had been
thus consulted, what answer, think you, he would have given? What answer must
he have given, if we believe him sincerein his professions, and if we believe his great
Master to have really meant evactly what Ife declared? "The Apostle would surely
have explained to such inquirers that Christ meant the reception of his Gospel to rest
on sincere inward conviction, not on constrained outward profession, whichisall that
{egal penalties can produce :—that their office as governors and judges, was to take
<ognizance of men's overt acts, and to punish and restrain crimes against the civil
comnunity ; but that their duty as christians was to regulate, and try to persuade
others to regulate, the inward motives and dispositions of the heart, according to
Gospel principles; and to keep themselves rot from crimes merely, but from sirs
agaiust God; and to “ exercise themselves in baving themselves 2 conscience void of
offence, before God and man,”  (Acts xxiv. 16,) not in seeking to force another to
speak or act against his conscience. e would not have forbidden them to takes
part (as it is most fit that the laity should) in the government of the Church, or to
hold any ccclesiastical or spirituad office in it; or again, to retain their civil offices:
hut he would have deprecated with abhorrence their blending the two classes of offices
together, and attempting to employ the power of coercion which™ essentially belongs
tu the cwvil magistrate, in the cause of Christ's religion. e would have told them to
strive to convert and reclaim their neighbors from superstitious error, (even as he had
converted them) by instruction and persuasion; never losing sight of their great
Master’s rule, of doing as they would be done by ; not inflicting therefore on the un-
believer the persecution which they had disapproved when directed against Chris-
tians; but leaving to every man that liberty of conscience which they desired to en-
enjoy themselves.—Jrehbishop Whately.” .

““The Voluntary Magistrate may, on his own principles, undertake to do all
that the consistent and “enlightened advocates of the Establishment principle
<an require, if, on their side, they hold fast to their own principles respecting
liberty of conscience, and especially their anti-erastian views in relation to the
spiritual independence of the Church. The Christian -magistrate, first of all,
is under a supreme obligation ¢o take the word of God as his only guide, in all
that pertains to the regulation of his own heart and life. Viewing religion
subjectively, that is, so far as pertains to his own character and conduct, it
claims and commands the absolute obedience ard subjection of the whole man
to its authority. But viewed cbjectively, as it regards the consciences of the
subjects of his authority, the case is widely different. Here his duty is neither
to allow himself to interfere with the rights of conscience, nor to suffer any
infraction of them on the part of others. His great duty in the sight of God
and mau, is to extend that protection to conscience, which he affords to person,
property, reputation, &e. Lo require of the Magistrate, to make the word of
God the supreme rule and standard of his own principles and actious, is altoge-
other reasonable and right. Here there is no room for any limitation or
compromise. But to require of him to incorporateits holy precepts and ordi-
nances, with the laws and statutes of human enactment, or to enforce, by his
-official authority, the reception of the Bibje as the word of God, or the sancti-
fication of the Sabbath, or the religious observance ¢ fany Divine ordinances,
were infinitely unreasonable and absurd. o such a requisition, the answer of
an enlightened magistrate would just be that of Gallio to the Jews,—* T will be

Al
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no judge of such matters,” or that of our Lord in a different sense,—*‘man
who made me a ruler or a judze,” (of conscience)—over you—I have neither
right, nor warrant, nor sufficiency for such a task. Itis the province, it is the
prerogc “ive of God, and not of man. It were just to lead the magisirate out of
his own province, into that which is proper to the Church and its ministers.—
It were just the converse of the error of Churches and their courts and minis-
ters, when they encroach on the civil power or usurp its prerogative. The
duty of the magistrate to provide for the religious education of the young, as
contended for by the opponents of Voluntaryism, may be allowed, on their own
condition, that is, so far as may be consisient with their own principle of main-
taining the sacred rights of the individual conscience, of the personal responsi-
bility of every soul to God, in all that pertains to religion and morals, and with
the no less sacred right, as they also hold, which the God of nature has given to
parents, committing to them, as Ilis carthly vicegerents, the chicf, if not the
exclusive responsibility of watching for the soulsof theiroffspring, as those who
must give an account unto God. Let them say what it is coapetent for the
magistrate to do in the matterof religions education, without coming into colli-
sion with the ordinance of God, that the child shall be trained up in that way,
which the parent and not the magistrate shall prescribe; and we may consent
to surrender into the hands of Casar and his ministers, what residue there may
be of power unappropriated—unpreoccupied by the natural guardians of the
child. This might possibly be admissable in the case of a deserted or utterly
friendless child—the state comes naturally into the place of the parent or guar-
dian. The incvitable conclusion is here again forced upon us, that the powerof
the magistrate, in the matter of rcligious education, is confined to the simple
duty of guarding the right of parents, to bring up their children in their own
faith and principles, leading us back at once to the general inference, that reli-
gion, properly so called, lics altogither out of the sphere of the civil magistrate.
This is the sum and substance of all that the magistrate has to do—because it
is all that he is ab'e or sufficient to do—because it is all that we dare trust hin,
to do, without incurring the cerfainty of forfeiting our dearest rights, as men,
and of suhjecting ourselves to the worst form, and most extreme degree of
oppression and tyranny.

“The Voluntary holds that we begin entirely at the wrong end, when we require
the Legislature and Government of a State to protect and patronize the cause
of God and His truth, by civil statutes, royal ordinances, public acts of national
covenanting, or in any other way mixing up with the Jaws and commandments
of men, the holy precepts and Divine ordinances of God.—This unuatural and
profane confusion of things, as far asunder as heaven and earth, would have
shocked the sense of Pagan sntiquity.

. “ Fuit hrec sapientia quondam
Publica privatis secerneve; sacre profunis”

“It seems to be overlooked by the advocates of state connection, in some of
their reasonings, that there can be no transacting between God and the soul of
man, in the concerns of religion, that is not strictly personal, exclusively indivi-
dual. There can be no admission of proxies, in our intercourse with that dread
Being with whom we have to do—no vicarious substitution of one man for
another,—* For there is one God and one Mediator Letween God and man, the

-Man Christ Jesus.”—1 Timothy ii. 5. Nothing can be done in the court of
conscience by representation—every one must appear here in person and answer
for himself. Asevery soul must answer for itself, so every soul must transact
with God, by anad for itself. Every soul must covenant with God—none can
covenant for his brother,—*as none can, by any me.ns, redeem his brother,
nor give to God a ransom for him.” A nation, according to the Voluniary,
hath not one soul or one consciencee, except in a figurative sense, any more than
it hath ane bedy. 'The conscience of the nation can only mean, therefore, the
collective sum of the consciences of its constituent members—the individuel,
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independent souls of its population. The responsibility of the nation, means
just the responsibility of all its members, rulers, and subjects, each for himself.
Where there is no conscience, there neither 45, nor, in the nature of things, can
possibly be any responsibility. A nation covenants with God, when every
soul, by and for itself, transacts with God solely and entirely in its own behalf.
A nation in likke manner becomes Caristian, when all, individually, have received
Christ, as Ho is freely offered in the Gospel. But this blessed consummation
is not and cannot de effected or even aided or promoted 2'71;* the 3zzallcs£ dcgrfe, by

purliamentary statutes and ordinances. * 0¥

* The duty of the recognition of Christ'szheadship, by men in their national
capacity, or as members of a commonwealth, placed under God's ordinance of
civil government, implies a recognition of Christ as mediator and as God; in
other words, implies a belief in Christianity, or, which is more, if it be of any
worth, the true fuith of @ Christian ; and where such beligf or fuith exists, 1t
will and must be followed by the due recognition of Christ’s headship in this
twofold relation, as its proper fruit. But to say thatit is a duty to recognize
what is not believed, and still more. what is not known nor apprehended, is
paipably absurd—is a contradiction in terms. There can be no rational recog-
nition of Christ’s headship over the Nation or over the Church, that does not
presuppose that the majority at least of the people have, individually and
personally received and embraced Christ as their Saviour ; and if this be so—if
even the majority are in this blesscd state, it is impossible that the nation shall
not make the recognilion in question, in the only way in -which it can be ac-
ceptable to God, or indeed not absolutely abhorrent to Ais nature and revealed
will : nay, more, all its acte and jaws and administrations, if the spirit of the
nation he ¢ruly and thorouyhly Christian, will und must be sv too, for *‘ make
the tree gond and its fruit will be good also.” To invert this order, is to seek
good fruit from a corrupt tree. Now, how is this consummation to be effected ?
Is there any other scriptural or even rational course and order, in which it
can possibly be wrought out, than just that of establishing Christianity, or ra-
ther implanting the power Jf fuith and godliness in the hearts of all the sub-
jects and citizens, by the gracious co-operation of the Spirit of God, with the
faithful pre ‘hing of the Gospel, and other agencies and means, proper to the
kingdom of Christ, The Voluntary does not believe that Acts of 2arliament
or Royal Decrees, will avail to do exen the smallest part of the work of God ;
they will be found as émpotent to convert a single soul as a evungelize a nation ;
and just berause they are uncjual to the former, it is utterly hopeless to expect
that they will accomplish the latter? If they cannot do that which is least,
how can they do that which is greatest? He confidently believes that the
only way in which a Nation can be christianized, is that which God hath ap-
pointed—namely, the outward means and ordinances, accompanied by the op-
eration of the Spirit of God, and that word which is quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword; and he believes that this glorious trans-
formation, thus effected, will pervade with Christian influences, all the public
acts and administrations of that Nation; yea, what is more, will christianize
its whole spirit and na ure. He does not hold that a formal act of national
covenanting, oran incorporating with the public law of the ordinances and
offices ofreligion, will be anything beiter than a dead letter, or rather, the
letter that Lilleth and deadeneth. But if the people, personally and individ-
ually, are in deed and in truth brought into covenant with God in Christ, then,
bnt not till then, he is persuaded will they collectively, in their civil and po-
litical capacity, manifest in all their doings, as a nation, that they are Christ's
and have learned of Him. The duty of the civil magistrate is» ascertained and
deftned by the constitution and law of the Jand, and by thatalone. He isa
trustee expressly, orat least vértually, according to the true spirit and intent
of his office, for the peopls of that nation whom he represents—whose minister
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he is, or ought to be. e has no other option or alternative than that of ac-
cepting or declining the trust which they commit to him. If he accept that
trust, ho is bound by every law of God and man, faithfully to discharge it;
aud ifoceasions arise, in which his conscience is offended or violated, his only
course is, to abdicate the office. +Asa lawgiver, he must legislate according to
the religion and constitution--as an administrator or executor of the law, he
is bound to abide by its fair and impartial interpretation.

“ Let us now ask, which of these views and principles, as set forth in appo-
sition with each other, would be most likely to serve the cause of religion, to
promote the glory of God, and to ensure the speedy and universal triumph of
the Gospel. Suppose, at this day, that all the States and Governments of the
world were *“ to take order, that the truth of God, (as understood and held by
them severally,) be kept pure and entire,” is it doubtful what would be the
consequence #—Brahmanism, Buddhism, Mahommedanism, Popery, Erastian-
ism, Puseyism, would certainly be mighty gainers; but let the advocates of
state connection themselves say, what true religion would reap, as the fruits
of this principle, reduced to immediate and universal practice. Suppose, on
the other hand, that the principle of the non-interference of the magistrato
with religion, were universally acied upon, so that he should have nothing to
do with the conscicnces of his subjects, except to seccure to them perfect free-
dom, and to give full scope to truth and right, to run and have fice course to
be glorified, then would China, Japan, India, and 2ll Pagan, Mahommedan
and Popish nations, be opened to the beneficent influences of know ledge, sci-
ence and civilization, and above all, to the light of the glorious Gospel. ~ then
““many would run to and fro, and knowledge would increase”—the heralds of
the cross would find every where a wide and effectual deor opened to them—a
free and abundant entrance would be sccured for truth, human and Divine,
—* magna est veritas et prevalebit.”’ If practice and experience be the best
test of truth, is it questionable to which of those principles;, now under re-
view, the preference is to be given? Enough, we deem, perhaps ovr readers
will Geem, more than enough has been already advanced, to enable the candid,
unbiassed, intelligent Christian to judge for himself, how far the views of our
voluntary brethren, have been justly appreciated, or fairly represented.

It does appear somewhat unaccountable, if there be any truth in the exposi-
tion, which we now venture to submit to the Christiun publie, that on the
side of those, who have come forward to impugn the doctrines of Voluntaryism.
and even some of those who had been nominated by our Church, to represent
her in the joint committee of the Presbyterian and United Presbyterian
Churches, for negociating a Union, there have been manifested a tone and air
of magisterial authority, and a strain of vehement, invective, and severe crimi-
nation, unbecoming the humility, meekness and courtesy of Christian brethren,
and certainly very unpropitious to the cause, which had been entrusted to their
Christian wisdom and prudence. On this painful and perilous subject, we
forbear to dwell at any length, but content ourselves with some general obser-
vations, tending to conciliate better feeling. There are fcw men, we presume
to think, that will not admit that there is reasonable ground, both from scripture
and cxperience, to conceive some doubt of the lawfulness and expediency, not
only of an incorporating union, but of any formal connection whatever between
the Church and the State; the latter being a part, and certainly not the best
part, of that unregenerate world of which it is declared in scripture that it lieth
in wickedness, and must therefore continue incapable of any union with the
Church, or communion with the people of God, until the advent of the Mil-
lenial age, when “all old things shall have passed away, and all things snall
become new.” In the meantime, however, all our reasonings must be based on
the state and character of the world and of the Church, as they now are, and

* Zee the Confession of Faith.
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not as they ought to be, or as they are destined, in the purpose of God, to
become in the latter day. There is nothing, therefore, in the nature of the
question, @ priori, to warrant any severity of censure.  Nay, we do affirn that
those ministers and members of the Frce Church, whether in Scotland or
Canada, who plead the cause of Bstablishments, are open, to say the least, to
the suspicion of not sufficiently recognising the scripture distinction between the
Church and the world, so emphaticelly and importunately pressed on our
attention in the inspired record. By thevery fact of their but recentl;” having
broken the bond, which, during so long a period, had connected them with
the state, they are naturally exposed to this suspicion ; nay, more, we hesitate
not to add, that they have good reason to be jealous over themselves, lest,
through the deceitfulness of the human heart, and through the force of that
habit which, when long continued, becomes a second nature, they may still be
in some measure under the influence of lingering and long cherished prejudices,
which are said to adhere to the mind of which they have once got fast hold
with obstinate tenacity (pigris radicibus). Which of the parties, we would ask,
appealing to all candid and competent judges, most needs, in the present
instance, the exercise of Christian forbearance, of candid and even indulgent
consideration ? ‘lhe p.rty who had protested a hundred years ago against
patronage and intrusion, and whose secession antedates our disruption a full
century, or those, who compared with them, are but as men of yesterday ? for
it is but yesterday, as it were, since the Free Churches, voth in Scotland and
in Canada, earned that significant and honorable name, of which v ¢ pray that
their future character and course may never prove them unworthy, and won
their triumphant emancipation, from a bondage, which themselves have charac-
terised and described, in terms of severest condemnation; but, nevertheless, it
cannot be denied, that it is only, within a very recent date, thatthey made the
discovery of all the evils of patronage, intrusion, and that yoke of erastianism,
under which, it is now acknowledged, the Church of Scotland had laboured for
nearly a century and 2 half, without mal-ing any vigorous effort to achieve her
freedom; and is it to be wondered then, that those who have come out only at
the eleventh hour, should not all at once obtain credit for the possession of a
perfect enlighteniment in their views, or a perfect purification of their principles?
It is a rare felicity indeed, for {frail human nature to be translated from a state
of protracted darkness. into the full possession and cluirvoyance of evangelical
truth and liberty”.—Progessor Lsson. )

Heviews of Books.
THE LIFE OF HUGH HEUGH, D. D.
(Continued from page. 168.)

We have already noticed the comfortable settlement of Dr. Heugh in
Stirling, where he continued fifteen years. During that period, besides
discharging the duties of his Congregation with diligence, fidelity, and suc-
cess, he made himself useful in the place and neighborhood where he re-
sided, and not only took a deep interestin the prosperity of the denomi-
nation to which he belonged, but in the progress of christianity through-
out the world. .

‘Well does the writer remember with what delight he heard him plead
the cause of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and, as the Secretary of
the Stirling Branch, read the first Report, and that appended address which
is referred to in his memoirs, and which was afterwards widely circulated as
no ephemeral production, but one caleulated to be of permanent benefit to



214 : DR. HEUGH,

this great institution. We quote the following from the memoir—*“Mr.
Heugh embarked with great spirit in the cause of Bible circulaton. In
alliance withy brethren of other denominations, he exerted all his influence
in originating the Auxiliary Bible Society for Stirlingshire and its vicinity
As Secretary of that jnstitution—an office which he held from its com-
mencement—he appended to the first report (1813) an Address, prepared
with great care, supplying interesting information, and presenting withia a
brief compass, a body, not only of facts, but of arguments, respecting Bible
Societies, well fitted to remove that ignorance and misconception of their
objeets, which then extensively prevailed. The Brilish and Foreign Bible
Society had reached its ninth year, and already had its annual revenue, by
progressive advances, risen, from between five and six thousand, to between
seventy and eighty thousand pounds. Still, however, in many quarters,
its principles and aims needed both explanation and defence. The address
from Mr. Hevgh’s pen was thought a well-timed and happy reflection of
the character of that great society. It attracted the attention of the London
Committee, and was re-printed and circulated under their direction. The
historian of the Bible Society (the Rev. John Owen) has spoken of it in the
following terms :—¢The consequence of the formation of the Stirlingshire
Society, was the publication of an address on the part of that body, ex-
planatory of the principles, views, and exertions of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. Irom no quarter, the Parent Society itself not excepted,
has there issued a composition containing a more hucid, temperate, and mas-
terly exposition of the subject. It hias been widely distributed, and with the
happiest efiects ; and it will remain (for its ednstruction is not temporary)
2 lasting monument of the wisdom, the candour, and the philanthropy of
the society by which it was published.”

The union of the two great branches of the Secession Church was an
event on which he set his mind with great carnestness, although at first
with hope mingled with many fears. Long ere that event took place, he
cultivated intercourse with brethren of other denominations,—especially with
godly ministers of the Established Church, and those on the opposite side
of the Seccession. From his boyhood, as before noticed, he was well ac-
quainted with the Rev. Mr. Smart of Stirling, whom he loved and honored,
and to whom he felt much indebted. In those days, and for long after-
wards, the two denominations of Seceders stood as much aloof from each
other as if they had never been connected, and as if they held views diamet-
rically opposite. Nearer each other in doctrine, discipline, and every other
constituent element of a church, they locked at cach other with jealousy
and distrust, and had no intercourse whatever, except of an individual and
puivate character.  Mr. Ileugh (like his father before him) was one of few
exceptions, and be studiously endeavored to discover and commend all that
was good in that denomination ; and with an unprejudiced eye, he even saw
some things among them better than in his own denomination. To his
own side, indeed, he gave his conscientious preference. But he deprecated
and overcame that narrow policy which in some instances prevented the
formation of a just and impartial estimate of denominations around. There
is a striking letter on this subject, addressed by Dr. IHeugh, to a young
minister, the late Rev. Mr. Speirs, of Bucklyvie, which is a specimen of a
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fine christian spirit, and of that pleasing vivacity for which he was remarka-
ble, and from which we quote the following :— .

* A revolution has, in fact, been already produced, both in men’s minds,
and in practice. 1t is not long since each religious party was surrounded
with lofty walls of its own rearing, partly for separation, partly for defence,
and partly for annoyance; and there was little, either of ingress or egress,
but for its own exclusive friends. If the wails are not thrown down, the
artiilery is dismounted, the works are neglected or going to decay, and there
is a constant going and coming by the gates. There are, moreover, many
pieces of neutral ground discovered, where men from all the varions enclo-
sures assemble, and if they do not construct a forwal treaty of union, they
at least contract attachments, form the habits of peace, and feel strange
longings for the entire demolition of their old scowling parapets. A good
many in each enclosure grumble when their friends issue from their precinets,
and meet old enemies on these newly discovered commons, and look with
a jealous eye, from a distance, at these strange festivities; but even these
gramblers venture sometimes from curiosity, or other motives, to visit them
themselves; and it is wonderful what tendencics to revolution even they
experience. When they get out from their old walls, and narrow streets,
and old-fashioned dark lanes and tenements, to the open green commons,
they feel they breathe a freer air, their very hearts warm and expand, and
something within them says, ¢ It is good to be here

“Yet we must not be too rude to the cnclosures. After all, they are
venerable, hallowed abodes, In some of them piety has flourished for ages.
Salvation has been in their gates. Prayer and praise and holiness have
hallowed many of their dwellings, and the King of glory has long Dblessed
them with his presence,—And if we, their sons, feel and enjoy liberty to
step without, we must not be harsh to those who remain behind. We must
not attempt furiously to bring down their walls and their houses upon their
heads, We must gently invite them to accompany us,—we must calmly
and affectionately reply to their objections to o' ~liberty.—we mnst tell them
of the pleasure we have felt without when we return,—and perhaps we may
profit by their excessive caution, and find it a salutar_ check to our own ju-
venile forwardness,—And after all, if the revolution be prudently conducted,
perhaps these ancient cities may be permitted to remain. If the fn.lclent
obstructions be removed,—if the monuments of old jealousy and hostility be
destroyed,—if the streets be widened, and the buildings improved, and pro-
visions for health and for traffic made more abundant, they may be all in-
habited still, —till the blessed time arrives, when the Church of the Redeem-
er, in place of resembling a collection of walled cities, filled with jealousy
and enmity towards one another, and having scarcely any intercowrse, 1}“‘
what their hostilities occasion, shall resemble a Dbeautiful and extensive
country, under one freeand righteous government,—possessing;, indeed, some
provincial peculiarities of language, and many divessities of local manners,
but no trace of suspicions or jarrings,——nothing to hurt and destroy, within
its wide houndaries—all understanding and loving one another.

“But I fear, my dear Sir, we shall never sce this desirable consumma-
tion! [ fear that, notwithstanding of our meetings without, we must live
and die in one of the old enclosures. Beitso. I think, upon the whole,
we have one of the best of them. ¢ The lines are fallen to us in pleasant
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places’.  And we must say of the *city of our solemnities,’ ¢ Peace be with-
in thy walls, because of the house of the Lord our God, we will seek thy
good “for our brethren and companions’ sakes, we will now say, Peacebe
within thee-—we will seck thy good '—May we indeed have our lot with
that nobler society to wlich the church on earth, even in her millenial
glory, is not to be cempared.” ‘

The date of this letter (3rd Oect., 1817) is within three years of the
auspicious union between the Assuciute and General Associate Synods,
whic h is alluded to, Lut which, even then, it appears from the closing par-
agraph, Dr. eugh scarcely expected to sece.  So sudden, and so swiprising
was the movement! It was well sirid and sung on that occasion,—When

“the Loid turned back the captivity of Zion, we were like men that dreamed.
No minister contributed more to biing it about than Dr. Heugh. IHis
heart was set upon it, and be tovk a prominent part in every step that led
on to its consummation. Ile was chusen moderator of Synodin May, 1819,
when direct communication on the subject of union was first opened; and
the official letter in reply to the muderator of the othe Synod was subseribed
by him. Ilewas a member of the Committee on Union, and was deeply
interested,and successfully active, in its movements. In reference to meet-
ings of the committees on both sides he says,—* We have had a most de-
lightful meeting, characterized by a harmony of sentiment (notwithstanding
shades of difference) a liberality of view, and a warmth of christian and
brotherly love, altogether overcoming. We closed a little ago with prayer
and praise, and amidst tears of joy.”

At the opening of Synod, in September, 1819, Dr. Heugh preached an
appropriate sermon on univn, which was published at the time, and which
isre-published in the volume of discourses. The next vear (1820) thisunion
was consummated. It was an event in the ecclesiastical history of Scotland
most memorable and interesting, and with which there had been no oceur-
rence that could be compared.  The means and manner in which it was
brought about were so unexpected and singular, that those who observed
them, with an enlightened and impartial eye, could not butsee the hand
of God in the movement. It is an event, too, in ecclesiastical history, not
in Scotland alone, but throughout evangelical christendom, which has had
a marvellous influence in arresting the reign of prejudice, and opening the
eyes of many good men to see the image of Christ reflected in other denom-
inations as well as their own ; and it is an event which, as we may after-
wards find, has led on to results, still but partially developed, by which the
Church of the Redeemer has been, and shall continue to be, more and more
harmonized and consvlidated till; as we trust, the words of the Saviour con-
cerning his faithful friends and followers, shall be fully verified :— That
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and Lin thee, that they
also may be onc in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”

The happy consummation of the union is referred to by Dr. Heugh, in a
letter to the Rev. Mr. Muckersie, of Alloa, dated Stirling, 29th September,
1820, in the following terms :—

“Well, is not this univn as pleasant as it is wonderful 2 It is as like the
¢ doing of the Lord,’ as any thing in the modern history of the  Church.,
We now oceupy high ground, and must have proportional influence in the
country. 'What a responsibility rests upon us! May we, individually, feel
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it; and cach, in his place, by prayer and wise, affectionate, and humble ex-
ertion, do what we can to make our union truly profitable to all within our
reach, I think we should set ourzelves to consider deliberately what may
be the duties, advantages, and dangers of our new situation. The more
minds that are at work, the better.

# By the way, I do not like the idea of the united church lLeing a for-
midable body,—a powerful rival of the Establishment, &e. This is not the
spirit which brought the two bodies together—the christian spirit of the
age, or a spirit that would be profitable to ourselves. I would rather draw
as close in private intercourse, public meetings, &c., with the guod 1nen of
the establishment, as I could. I would wish them success, and pray and
co-operate with them for it. If some of tkem kezp aloof, I would not do it.
Some of the united Synod, on both sidés, said too long,*stand by The
more we lay aside jealousy, and rivalship, and little surmisings, and evil-
speakings, and draw close to the good people on earth, with whom we shall
beso closely united for ever, the better.  Who knows what may next come
round ¥

There is anoble spirit of christian forbearance and love in the foregoing
letter, which might well be improved by some of ourselves, and which, es-
pecially might be recommended to some of our Iree Church brethren in this
Province, as well fitted to reprove the narrow, selfish, awd unchristian policy
of that much misguided denomination.

Dr. Heugh's zeal for the progress of religion was not confined to his own
Church, although now so much estended. He felt himself bound to seck
the interests of the Church universal, With this view, he spent several
wecks in London, in December, 1820, and January, 1821, in company with
a minister of the Establishment, having been deputed to advocate the cause
of the Scottish Missionary Saciety.

Amidst great exertions in this cause, attended with great success, he
found time for hearing many of the most distinguished ministers, and
forming an estimate of their character and attainments.  He speaks, in par-
ticular, of Dr, Pye Smith, Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Noel, and Mr. Wilson,

<ith all of whom, as with others, he was much delighted. On his re-
turn homewards, he had the pleasure of visiting the celebrated Mr. Hal), of
Leicester, and of hearing him preach. Ile remarks concerning him,—* In
conversation he is the most profound, intellectual, and eloquent man Iever
met with.  As Dr. Chaliners said of him ¢ he is quite Johnsonian, but he
might have added, that lie has none of Johnson's rudeness and arrogance,
and a great deal more of piety.”? |

This year 1821, was a year of peculiar trial to Dr. Heugh. He was
bereaved of a beloved sister, the wife of tle Rev. Dr. Stark, of Denny-Lone-
head. On this occasion, he wrote to the bereaved hnsband as follows :—

“Stirling,, J ane 28th, 1821.

‘T delayed till this evening to reply to your mournful, yet consolatory and
highly esteemed letter, in the expectation that I might enjoy the evening
undisturbed, and write fully and deliberately ; but I was called out uravoid-
ably, and on my return, looked up to Isabella’s, where the time passes im-
perceptibly while we talk and weep over events which have come and gone
like a dream, I have now only leisure to assure you, that I'seem for these



218 DR. HEUGH.

few days past to dwell more with you than here; and that the image of
one whom we shall not again see in the body till the heavens be no more
is scarcely for many waking minutes absent from my imagination.

“ Really we never know how much we love our friends till we have lost
them. I think with myself, if Ionly bada few days of my dear sister
again, she would know more of my heart towards her than ever she did,
and our intercourse would be more endearing and more profitable tha;
ever it was. I blame myself that I did not write more frequently to her.
thatI did not sympathize more with her under that perpetual debility, which
must have been far more annoying to her than she chose to express to us;
that I did not converse more with her about spiritual things, which she
always heard and spoke about with so much solemn earnestness. But I
know she forgave me, and I trust our Father in Heaven has forgiven us
And never, [ think, amid many fears, have I found the prospect of the
eternal world doing so much for me, in every way, as since this visitat ion
came upon us. I agree with you, entirely, my dear friend. The longer I
think of her whole character, I am the more convinced that all s well,
cternally well, with her.  And the thought that she has got amidst that
blessed, that exalted society which is enjoyed in the heavens, and that we
shall join ler there through infinite merey—what do we owe to  God for
such o hope!  And while we cannot sit and think of her life and her death
with dry eyes, yet how sweet is even sorrow in circumstances so solacing.”

Again, he writes to Dr. Stark, two weeks later :—* I do not think I ever
lost a friend, not even my father, whose image was, after death, so often
before me, asis that of the friend we are now mourning] And still the
thought that that image is all T shall ever more behold of her, the sight of
whose countenance always gave me joy, causes as fresh a pang as ever. 1
have been laboring a little to get more in love with that better world
whither she has gone:  and I find the only way of doing so, is to get mare
love (perhaps T should say some love) to that Saviour who bled for us, in our
world, and now reigns for us in that one. Ol that we had more sensible
and affectionate intercourse with him, and that the solemn event +which is
to carry us hence may not usher us into the presence of a stranger.”

Again, to Dr. Stark hesays,—* This has been a sad summer to us all.
It has been the best summer that ever she whom we lament has seen:—a
rapid and happy transition from the storms of this wintry world, to the
calm and brightness of untroubled heaven.”

Dr. Heugh, at this period, had two calls addressed to him,—one from the
Congregation of Nicholson Street, Edinburgh, to be colleague to the learned
and celebrated Dr. Jamieson ; and the other from Regent-Place Congrega-
tion, Glasgow. From his great and growing attachment to his people in
Stirling, from whom he could not rceoncile himself to be separated, these
invitations from more prominent spheres of usefulness, occasioned him much
perpicxicy.  “I never,” says he, writing to a friend, “felt more unfeigned
regard for the people here, and the prospect of now bidding them adien islike
dissolutiontome.  Yet, if to this it should come, I feel now nearly con-
vinced that Glasgow ought to be, and will be my destination, for reasons
which will readily occur to you, and which I may have an opportunity of
stating to you afterwards. Sympathize with me, and pray for me.”-

In this year, 1821, Dr. Heugh was translated from Stirling, the peaceful
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scene of his early associations, to Glasgow, and inducted into Regent Place
Congregation, as Pastor. To this change, which was decided by a vote of
Synod at their September meeting, though accompanied with deep regrets,
as it removed him from the place of hisnativity, and from a people by whom
he was much beloved, he submitted, as it seemed, to the will of God. It
was achange which brought him into a much more extensive sphere of
usefulness ; and it was not the congregation over which he was placed
merely, that was to profit by his labors: he became a public, influential
character, in the large city of Glasgow, and entered with diligence and zeal
into all the great institutions of chyistian Lenevolence which are there sus-
tained.

It would extend these notices too far, to enter into all the variety of oc-
cupation in which Dr. Heugh interested himself in this great city,—where
for twenty-five years he was an ornament, and held in the highest estimation
by persons of all classes. We can only take a cursory view of some of those
prominent objects which engaged him. But we shall reserve this for a fu-
ture communication.

(To BE CONTINGED.)

CoiLectep Wonrks of Duvearp Stewarr. Edited by Sie W, HauiLroy, Barr.
9 Vols. 8vo., Vol L. Constable & Co., Edinburgh, 1854.

This publication will be hailed by all cultivators of mental philosophy. The
fame of Dugald Steward is world-wide. Asan elegant writer he is unsurpassed;
and if he has not been distinguished as an original discoverer, he hasexpounded
with admirable clearness and effect, the doctrines of others, particularly of
Reid, whose system, in its fundamental principles, seems to be every day more
and morce commending itself to all sober-minded speculators. The Editor, Sir
W. Hamilton, is the facile princeps of British, we believe we may say, of Euro-
pean Metaphysicians. He possesses too,this great recommendation for the office he
has undertaken, that no fa'se delicacy for his author will prevent him of exposing
whatever he, in the exuberance of his acquirements, knows to be incorreet. All
acquainted with his edition of Reid, must have observed how faithfully, and in
truth, sometimes unceremoniously, he adheres to the maxim amicus Socrates,
amicus Plato, sed magis amica veritas.

This first volume consists of the Preliminary Dissertation, which was originally
published in the Encyclopwdia Britannica, but with very considerable additions
by Steward as well as notes by Hamilton. A critique on this celebrated pro-
duction, or on the writings of the author at large, would be out of time now, ag
well as out of place here. Suffice it to say, that while he, like all other writers
ip the same department, takes for his guide, not scripture, but the light of
nature, yet it is in the highest degree satisfactory to find that the conclusions
at which he arrives, though falling far short of the clearness, fullness, and cer-
tainty of the doctrines of revelation, are nevertheless marvelously in harmony
therewith. He steadfustly contends for the being and unity of God, not the
mere universally diffused, unsubstantial divine influence of the Pantheists, but
2 veritable, living, personal deity, possessed of infinite wisdom, rectitude, and
benigpity, all exercised . and manifested in the government «f the Universe,
With equal steadfastness dees he mairtain the immortality of the sou), future
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responsibility, and tne indispensable necessity of a right moral condition in order
to the enjoyment of happiness. What can be more satisfactory to the students
of Scripture than to find that it recognises throughout, those great principles
which nature itself teaches? Ilere we have, in faat, one chief branch of theinter-
nal evidences of our holy religion. The following sentence from the Dissertation
will show that on the subject of providence he is fully as sound as some theolo-
gians:i—*“Whether with Malebranche we resolve every effect into the immediate
agency of God, or suppose, with the great majority of Newtonians, that he
employs the instrumentality of second causes to accomplish his purposes, we
are equally forced to admit with Bacon, not only the necessity of a first coatriver
and mover, but of his constant and efficient concurrence (either mediately or
immediately) in carrying his design into execution :—** Qpus (says Bacon) quod
operatur Deus @ primordio usque ad jinem”

This edition of Stewart’s works is to be comprised in nine volumes at 12s
sterling cach. Weanticipate an American issue at about one-third of the price’
Surely while the law of copyright remains in its present unsatisfactory state,
British publishers might contrive to prevent the reprinting of their books in the
States by establishing in Canadaa depot for their publications, and offering them
wholesale on such terms, that while a small profit would be realised by them-
selves, it would bea losing concern to reproduce them on this side the Atlantic
where all manufactured articles are so much more costly than at home. We
should thus be freed from the miseries of cotton paper, broken letters, typogra-
phical errors and unauthorised spelling, to say nothing of what lately was
abundantly common, if indeed, it has wholly disappeared, the omitting, adding
oraltering of sentences and paragraphs, without the slightest intimation, accord.
ing to the pleasure or caprice of the person who had control over the American
press.

Idigsisuaey Tuteliigence,

TNITED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION IN JAMAICA.

1.—~THE CONGREGATIONS.

The accompanying table of statistics, prepared and sent home by the Rev. John
Campbell, the clerk of the Synod, is the fullest, and, in various respects, the most
gratifying that we have ever been able to present to onr readers. It scems to us that
we cannot do better than to make our report of this mission assume the form of re-
marks explanatory of this table, interweaving such extracts from the letters of the
missionarics, and supplying such information as may be requisite to set forth, in their
true light and value, the fucts which it contains. !

The Health of the JAgents—The changes which have taken place during the year
bave been very few.  Mr. Robert Gregory, catechist at Victoria, has left the service of
the mission, and gone with his family to Australia; and the Rev. Peter Anderson,
minister of Hampden, who has been in this country since May last, has, on account of
the state of his health, been abliged to resign his charge ; and thus we have been de-
prived of the service of an able, faithful, and valued missionary, who has for cighteen
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years been connected with this ficld of labor. The rest of our agents have been able
to prosecute the good work in which they are engaged. Several have indeed had at-
tacks of illuess; but these were but temporary ; by the blessing of the Lord, those af-
fected were, ere long, restored to health; and the latest intelligence informs us that they
were all, with the exception of the Rev. Mr Heddle, of Rosehill (and he was not kept
back by indisposition from being present) at the meeting of the Synod,which was held
ta Montego Bay, in the beginning of March We scarcely remember a year, in the
history of this mission, in which there has been less chenge in our agency, or fewer

events of an external character to interfere with or to check the important operations
in which our devoted brethren ace occupied.

The Aim of the Mission.—The grand object contemplated by this mission is, to con-
vey to the minds of old and young clear and well-understooddideas of divine truth. This
end is sought to be gained by a simple and affectionate style of preaching, by cate-
chetical instruction, by domiciliary visitation, and by personal intercourse. It has
been all along peculiarly a teaching mission. The instructor comes into direct contact
with the minds of the taught, strives to lodge scriptural truths there, and leaves them
with the prayer that the Holy Spirit would quicken and bless them ; and to this careful,

continued, and wise procedure we attribute the very valuable effects which our agents
have been honoured to accomplish.

Members, Attendance, and Candidates—The number of members is 4102, the attend-
ance 8230, the admissions 319, aud the removals by death or otherwise 258, and there
are 449 persons asking to be admitted to the fellowship of the Church. These facts are
extremely interesting and valuable. It is not much more than twenty years since this
mission was begun. The people for whose benefit it wai instituted had been enslaved
uneducated, and degraded Africans ; and yet, notwithstanding those that have died,
not a few of whom gave, in their closing hours, satisfactory testimony that they had
reccived the truth in the love of it, and were resting firmly on the Lord Jesus Christ,
as the ground of theirpeace and hope, there are at present on the roll of membership
4102 communicants. Should only one-half of these, that is, two thousand persons, be
gennine converts—jewels for the crown of Jesus—how precious is the work which we
have done in Jamaica! whata recompense for our anxiety, labor, and money ! and how
thankful should webe that we have had the privilege, as o church, to prepare so many
immortal souls for the mansions of light, rest, and joy ! It is also most gratifying to
know that there are upwards of eight thousand persons, once utterly neglected and
careless, thatare every Lord’s day attending the sanctuary, and listening to the joyful
sound of the Gospel. It would be well for the members of the home church to realize
the fact that they have thousands of Christian brethren and sisters, though of sable
hue, far across the Atlantic wave, won to Jesus by their instrumentality—a colonial
estate unspeakably more valuable than ever man possessed. Let us esk that they
as well ag we, may be kept in the path of new obedience ; so that we, along with

their teachers, may rejoice over them, in the day of our Lord, as our crown of joy and
honor.

Prayer Meetings and Aftendance—Prayer is the life, the strength, and the safety of
every church. Its prevalence among any people is at once a test of piety and a pledge
of spiritual success. It is the simple but effectual means for bringing into action the
gracious energy of Omnipotence. Perhaps, and we do not feel that it should be so,
prayer is more observed in infant than in older churches. They sce the dangers that
surround them, and from which they have but escaped ; they are seunsible of the strong
influence which evil habits had over them ; they know their weakuness, and they cry to
God for protection, help, and blessing. Hence there are in this missiou 119 prayer
meetings, said to be attended by 2167 persons ; the exercises at which are conducted by
the missionaries, the teachers, or the elders. How interesting is it to think that from
more than two thousand persons—gathered weekly into devotional bands—the voice
of prayer is ascending to God, beseeching him to pour down his blessing on the con-
gregations and the schools. This is & feature of “the mission at once cheering and

hopeful ; and let all who contribute to our foreign fund bear in mind that they have a
share in those petitions. : .

Classes on Sabbath and Attendance.~—The number of classes on Sabbath is stated to
be 306, with the large attendance of 4449. This unusual proportion of persons belong-
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ing to the Sabbath classes; is to be accounted for by the fact that nearly the whole
congregation is embraced in these classds. Many of the old as well as the young
attend them; for as most of those who are grown up had no education in youth, and
have not had their mental faculty much exercised, it bas been felt to be necessary to
subject them to the useful training of eatechetical instruction. It is in these classes
chiefly that errors and superstitions are removed from the African mind, prejudices
overcome, the seeds of saving knowledge suwn, and the scholars prepared for under-
standing and appreciating the instructions of the pulpit. The pulpit and the catechism
mutually explain and help each other, and both are united, along with prayer and
singing hymns, indrawingsouls to Jesus Christ. These Subbath classes are an import-
ant element in the machinery of the mission, and the missionaries act wisely in seeing
that it is kept in order and is working well. The Rev. A. G. Hogg remarks, “A very
interesting feature of New Broughton Station, is the great number of children and
young persons connected with it. A few weeks ago I had above 350 children and
young people assembled in the arca of the eburch, and preached a special sermon to
them. Once in six weeks I preach specially to the children.”

Weelc-day Classes and Attendance —These amount to 47, with an attendance of 1139,
The chief object of these weck-day classes is to carry forward young persons in the
knowledge of Divine things, and so qualify them for making an intelligent profession
of faith in Christ. They thus correspond to the week-day classes that are kept by
ministers in this country ; and as education is advanced, the range of topics handled
in such classes will become more extensive.  There are symptoms already that some of
the young men are beginning to seck after general information, and to take an interest
in public events. Hence the Rev. Mr. Robb, of Goshen, recently said with regard to his
week-day class, “It is also gratifying to witness in some of these the dawn of what, in
more advanced communities, is called public spirit, manifested, as it ought, in the first
place, to be, in a desire to have an island newspaper, to know something of what is
being done therein” The time may come when the facts of science and the treasures
of literature, will be understood and loved by the African race, Itis, as Mi. Robb
says, but the dawn with them ; still, it is the dawn, telling that the night is past, and
that the day is at hand.

Missionary Mectings and Gifts—The people are taught that on becoming Christ's
servants, they are to do Christ’s work ; that they are to sympathise with and to seek the
salvation of the ignorant and the perishing, and that it 15 incumbent on them to labor
for the extension of that spiritual kingdom into which they themselves have been
brought. The subject of missions is frequently explained to them ; missionary services
are from time to time held ard cullections taken, and regular missionary meetings are
convened, at which various ministers attend and deliver appropriate addresses. The
chief theme at these meetings is the evangelization of Africa; and by meauns of the
claims of the Old Calabar mission, the teachers are endeavoring to enlarge the hearts
of the people, and to draw forth their sympathies, their prayers, and their gifts, on behalf
of their distant brethren—their kinsmen according to the flesh.  This is an instrument
of usefulness which the missionaries act properly in wielding ; for a people cannot be
too soon taught to know that as they belong to the church of Christ, they are
to take a part in all that relates to the glory of the Lord in the earth. The mis-
si{;nm‘g spirit expands hearts, invigorates graces, and consolidates, while it widens, the
church,

The Coniributions for Religious Purposes.—These amount, irrespective of school fees,
to £2901, 17s. 81d., which is fully an average of 14s. per member. This favorable aver-
age is greatly helped, as the table shows by the congregations of Kingston and Montege
Bay, the members of which have been exceedingly liberal; but still, considering the
depressed condition of the island, and the poverty of the people, the contributions are,
an the whole, encouraging. Indeed, Mr. Campbell justly says, ¢ The sum is certainly
much larger. than some of us anticipated, and in the present circumstances of the
country, highly creditable, I think, 4o our congregations &s a whole.” The people are
carefully instructed in the duty and the privilege of giving of their substance to the
Lord ; and when the agricultural and commercial state of Jamaica shall be improved,
when the inhabitants become affluent, and when they have pastors of their own color,
itgi rtzfl be hoped that the congregations will be able to sustain the Gospel by their own
1l ity, -

~
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General Observations.—And here we remack first, that the foregoing statements show
¢hat this isa mission of great value, that it has potent and useful machinery at work, and
that it is deserving of the continued interest and support of the church. Secondly,
that the letters of the missionaries indicate that they have, nevertlteless, many things
to grieve and discourage them. There are multitudes of ungodly and unconverted
persons around them ; old African superstitions still linger in various places and entice
many ; not a few in the congregations are lukewarm and apathetic; and numbers are
falling into vin, and imposing on the missionaries the painful duty of suspending them
from the fellowship of the church. The elements of evil are active, and strong desires
are expressed for times of quickening and revival. Thirdly, there are, however, cases
of death-bed joy and peace seen from *ime to time, fitted greatly to sustain and comfort
our brethren. Various instances of this sort have been detailed in our pages,and one such
fact should cheer & missionary. The sun which has been hid by clouds during the
whele day, sometimes shines out in glorious radiance at his setting ; and so grace, not
seldom,struggles with apparently choking depravity,till in the season of departure from
the world, it gains the victery, displays its triumphant power, and wings the soul for
heaven. Ard, fourthly, see have been remarkably pleased and interested by verious
specimens thathave heen given in the Record, of addresses delivered by several of the
coloured elders. These attest the self-illuminating, educating and ennobling power of
the gospel. ‘When we look at the good sense, the valuable sentiments and the touches
of taste and feeling, which these speeches display, and reflect that they were spoken by
men, who in early youth had no education—who bore on their bodies the brand of sla-
very—and who bad no instructors but the missionary and the Bible, we feel that here
indeed is evidence that the Scriptures are divine, and that the humblest mind cannot
be brought into close contact with them, without catching a portion of their dignity,
and gaining a likeness to Him that gave them. * The law of the Lord is perfect, con-
verting thesoul ; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the sinple.”

I,~~AN ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLE OF MISSIONARY LIBERALITY.

The following extracts from a letter of the Rev. A. G. Hogg, New Broughton, dated.
23rd March, will besides being most interesting in themselves, confirm what we have
s1id above with regard to missionary meetings, and the beneficial influence which the
0ld Calabar mission is exerting on the people,

A Missionnry Love-Feast—I am greatly cheered by theliberality of my people. They
give cheerfully, and I am persuaded most of them to the full extent of their power for
the support and spread of the gospel. You have published in the Record the collection
(£8) whbich our people made for the Chinese Testament fund. Well, 2 few months
afterwards, on the last Friday of the year we had a missionary “love-feast,” and the
profits of that meeting was £12. Of this sum we voted £5 towards the Montego Bay
Academy, and £7 towards the support of Mr. Brayant, our home missionary. This was
a delightful meeting. 'We bad on the platform five Moravian missionaries, one Lon-
don wissionary, three Presbyterians, and our own missionary Bryant. The church was
crowded in every part. And I may here uotice that during the Christmas week, when
the careless and ungodly part of the population congregate for revellings, dencings,
etc., the missionaries endeavor to get up missionary festivals, and in this part of Man-
chester the Christmas week was like one protracted missionary meeting, At these
meetings speeches were delivered that would do no discredit to the Music Hall of Edin-
burgh. At my meeting our Moravian brethren entertained and instructed our people
by narratives of the doings and sufferings of their missionarics in varioug. parts of the
world ; and, in particular, one good brother, whose wife is a Greenlander, having taken
¢ Greenland” for his text, gave us the history of the Greenland missjon, and showed
and ?’xplained all about the dresses of the Greenlanders. It.was truly ¢ a foast of
love.!

A Collection of £30 for the Calabar Mission.—On the second Sabbath of March last
1 entered on the tenth year of my ministry at New Broughton. Three weeks previously
I said to my people that Thoped they would on that day testify. their gratitude to-God
for the gospel, and for & gospel ministry, by contributihg generously towords the Cal-
abar mission. On the Sabbath before I went to the Synod, I had got the February
number of the Record. I read the very stirring paper at the commencement of it, and
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enlarged on that paper, and it produced a very manifest impression on the people. I
#aid I should look when I returned for the results. Well, at the close of the first ser-
vice on the second Sabbath of March, a service which was ably and solemnly conduct-
ed by our dear brother Mr. Robb,—the collection was made. To my great satisfaction
we found £28 in the plates, and I am happy to be able to state that our anpiversary
collection for Calabar now exceeds £30. This very merning a black man came to me,
and very sickly he was, and said, “ Minister, I have long wished to do more for Africa,
here is £1 which I beg you to take to send the gospel to my fatherland.” This person,
I regret to say, is under suspension, and seemed afraid that I would not take his offer-
ing; however, my conversation with him impressed me with the conviction that his
‘motive in giving was pure. This you will allow is a handsome offering from such a
congregation ; and I assure you my people are not in better circumstances than the
average number of congregations in the island. But I iejoice in the belief that our
“mission to Western Africa is dear to their hearts, and they wish to share in the privi-
lege of hastening the day of Africa's evangelization. The valuable papers in the Re-
cord, which I always read to them, contribute greatly to the deepening of their interest
in the cause of their Redeemer. I must mention that in the plate there were only
two one pound notes, one gold piece, a two dollar piece ; ihe rest was made up of &
dollar from & man and his wife, in some cases 3s., 2nd in some only 1s. 6d. Some of
the collections were wrapped up in paper, and I found some pleasing Words in some
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of the papers. On several I found the words, # Freely ye have received, freely give "
on one, * It is more blessed to give than to receive ;” and, on another, both of these
texts united. On a fourth, “For my fatherland ;" on a fifth “To send the gospel to the

- land from which my mother was stolen ;” and a sixth had something like this, “Come,
brethren, let us all send to our fatherland a seed to plant which will last as long as
the moon endureth.” Many had this, “Minister, quite sorry I have no more to give at
present, but shall give more as soon as I sell my coffee.” All of the inscriptions show-
ed that there was more than a willingness—that there was an intense heartiness, and
I trust the Lord will take pleasure in the gifts. I find one black man and his wife
gave 10s., another 6s., another 7s. 6d., and all this in addition to their ordinary con-
tributions and collections. Now, 1 value their gifts all the more because our people
are by no means arich people ; they are working their way forward in the world
indeed ; but they have few comforts, and as for luxuries, they know nothing of them ;
and I believe it is just because they know what the gospel can do, that they are anxious
to aid in spreading it through their fatherland.

L]

HI.—DAY SCHOOLS AND ATTENDANCE,

The number of day schools reported is 44, with 3041 names on the roll, and an aver-
age attendance of 2959. The sum of £463, 5s. 10d. has been obtained for school fees.
The missionaries have from the outset of their labors been very attentive to the educa~

I
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tion of the children, and now that they have got, in the young men of color, educated
in the Academy at Montegu Bay, o supply of well qualificd and efficient teachers,
there is every reason to expect that this most important department of the mission,
will be yet more successfully, as well as more economically, conducted. There are
nearly twenty colored teachers already occupied, and the aptitude which they have
shown for this service, is very encouraging.  The apathy of many of the parents,
arising from their ignorance, and their unwillingness to pay fur the cducation of
their children, are the chief drawbacks ; but these causes of hindrance disappear as
intelligence is diftused ; and it is a fact which cannot fail to be contemplated with
extreme satisfaction by all our readers, thatin these forty-four schools, connected with
our missions, upwards of three thousand children are receiving a good, useful, and
religious education.

The Rev. John Cowan, one of the fathers of the mission, makes the following im-
portant remarks in reference tu the change which has taken place upun the mental
hiabits and character of the people.  “ The past year has been one of much aggreable,
and I hope useful, occupation in teaching adult classes of old and young. Almost all
the young people are behaving and doing well.  When I compare the people now with
the people twenty years agv, they scem n new and better race. This change cannot
be ascribed to buman instrumentality. It is the fruit of that word which “liveth and
endureth for ever.” It is a cheering feature in our mission, both in its churches and
in its cumbined effurts, that there is an upward intellectual tendency. The intellect
of this people was vnceimrbuted.  This was the natural effect of all their superstitions ;
but in many instaznces their minds have arisen and are rising from their degragation.
When enabled to read, the Bible was the book which first became their companion.
The ordinary sales in this congregation are 130 Bibles per annum. Then comes the
Pilgrim’s Progress, the fiuit of vne of the past ages of struggle and transition and
preparation for better times. The books in our juvenile library are much read. One
boy has read nearly the whole of them—fifty volumes. The great favorite with every
reader is Uncle Tom's Cabin ; and the picture which is there drawn of fidelity in life
and of triumph ia death, cannot fail to be beneficial to the minds of his brethren in the
western world.”

IV.—THE ACADEMY AT MONTEGO BAY. *

The academy is rising in importance, in value and in influence ; and the accounts
published in the Records for February and Mareh show that it was never in a more
prosperous and cfficient state than it was during last year. The literary and elassical
department was attended by fifteen missionary studeuts, and fifty public scholars; and
the theological department, the third session of which has just been concluded, was
attended by *twelve students, ten certified as regular, and two as interim students.”
These were taught Greek, Logic, Moral Philosophy, Hebrew, and Theology. MMr.
Renton says, ¢ With regard to the attainments made generally by the students during
the session, they have been, on the whole, satisfactory, and afforded much ground for
encouragement.” The academy is a source of hope, both for the mission and for Africa;
for there is scarcely any characteristic of the Jamaica mission more gratifying and
promising than the fact, to which we have alrcady adverted, that about twenty young
men of color, trained in this seminary, have discovered admirable gifts for impartiug
instruction, and are conducting schocls with great efficiency and success. The mis~
siouaries have resolved to make a collection annually in all their congregations in be-
half of the academy. We have only to add, that the theological students have formed
thomselves into a missionary society, and that thew recently transmitted £20 to the
Calabar missior.

V.—THE MEETING OF SYNOD IN MARCH LAST.

We shall conelude our notices of the Jamaica mission by an extract from a letter of
the Rev. John Campbell, referring to the recent meeting of the Synod. “Our late
meeting of Synod was truly a delightful one. All our missionarics in the island (with
the single exception of Mr. Heddle) werc present, and the utmost harmony prevailed.
It is now miore than seven years since I came to the island, and no mceting of the kiud
which I have attended has been so cheering and refreshing tomy spitit. I believe that
all the brethren will bear a similar testimony. 'We had manifest tokens of the divine
sresence and guidance ; and we have now returned to our several stations with the

evoted resolution to work while it is called to-day. Never had we so full 2 meeting,
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nor one which affurded to all our missionaries so much enjoyment and satisfuction.
Mr. Elmslie from the Caymanas was also with us, and cheered vur hearts by a
simple but most interesting account of his labors and success in his sulitary spheres of
exertion.”

In the preceding intelligence reference is mude tu the general guud health of the mis-
sionaries. The following more recent cummunications affurd a fresh illustration of our
frailty, and furnish another admonition to work while it is day.—Ep. C. G. P. M.

SEVERE ILLNESS OF TWO MISSIONARIES.

It is with deep sorrow that we huve to bring before « ur readers the folluwing painful
tidings with regard to the Rev. Messrs. Simpson, Heddle, and Cowan—I1st, The Rev.
John Simpson, whu came in the cluse of March to supply for some tine the vacant con-
gregation of Hunpden, was seized at Cornwall withvivlent fever. By the blessing of
God upun the means employed, his life was preserved ; but he was in so precarious a
state, that his medical advisurs wiged bim to leave the islund.  He sailed with his wife
sor this couutry about the end of April, and may soon be expected in Scotland.  2ad,
The Rev. Mr. Heddle of Rusehill has had an attack of inflamation in the lungs, from
which he was happily recovering, but which has made it necessary for him to remove
to another part of the island.  And 3d, The Rev. John Cowan of Carrvnhall, has, in
the midst of his very useful labuurs, been, we are extremely sorry to state, seized with
paralysis. Thus two of the Fathors of the Jamaica mission, Messts. Simpsun and
Cowan, who have labured long and faithfally, have, in the providence of Gud, been
in the meantime luid aside from the work in which they have taken sv much delight.
The subjvined letter frum the Rev. Mr. Robb of Gushen, dated 8th May, cuntains
a(t;.l:cting notices of these cuses, and o scasvpuble and earnest appeal for additional
aid.

Qllness of Messrs. Simpsvn und Ieddle.—When last T wrote you, it was not with the
anticipation of su suun having to address you again.  The matter of my communica-
tion will not be altugethier new, however, as I doubt not you know already, or will
know by the same packet that carries this, that my three brethren and fellyw-laborers
in this corner are disabled from labor in their respective spheres. By a letter from Mr.
Simpson to Mrs. McDowall, I see that he was to sail from Montego Bay for London.
The cause of this, you must already know to bea very severeattack of fever, by which
he was laid down at Cornwall. Solow washe at one time reduced, that tidings came
to St. Mary’s of his death.

From Mr. Heddle, you will probably hear by this packet. Though I have no direct
information from himself, yet I understand that to-day or to-morrow he intends to leave
Rosehill for Kingston, or some other place in the lowlands. The circumstances by
which this step is rendered necessary, he will doubtless himself communicate. For
myself, I shall say that, humanly speaking, the removal of Mr. Heddle is a cause of sor-
row. No one cares less for the breath of praise than brother Heddle, but itisno more
than justice to say that, in labors, he has been most abundant, both among the popula-~
tion in the immediate neighborhood of the Roschill station, und also among those at
Philipsburgh. Faitlful and diligent has he been ; and his presence and labours have
been a priceless blessing to that people.

Myr. Cowan struck with Paralysis.—But what will you think when you learn this too,
that Mr. Cowan is also laid prostrate by the Lord’s hand? I believe Mrs. Cowan will
write you, and her statement of her dear husband's case will supply all necessary in-
formation respecting it. However, lest she should be unable to accomplish her purpose
let me briefly relate the circumstances :—On Monday, 24th April, Mr. Cowan wrote
me: “ When I was near the close of the forenoon’s discourse yesterday, a severe pain
started up in my head. As I had a little more to say, I held on for a short time, but
was compelled to conclude hurricdly.  On sitting down I felt that one of my arms
was quite benumbed, and thatI had beeome nearly blind. Well,I theught witkin myself,
thisis paralysis, and my preaching days are ¢ver, and my earthly duysare nearly done.
But I got duwn to tle Lvtse, and after the use of seme remedies, the blindness went
off. Igut Mr. Welsh tu conduct the devotional cxercizes, which ke did appropriately
and beeemingly ;and I felt so well, that I addressed the ccmmunicants, though more
briefly than ustal. Thus admenished Imust take in a reef, and contunt myself with
short services. * * * The dociur has thought Llisters and medicines necessary, so
hat I cannot get up to-day, and writc lying in bed. I still hope to be at Port baria
ton Sabbath, but the possibility seems doubtful.”
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On Wednesday last, he, along with Mrs. Cowan, came to Goshen for change. They
arrived in the evening, and not more than half an hour had passed when Mr. Cowan
had a repetition of the attack he had experienced, as described in the above extract.
e Jost the fueulty of speech, and the right arm and leg were paralysed.  Up to the
present moment, he lies in much the sume condition, a litu.e improvement being visible.
The power of speech he has not yet recovererd, and can utter no more then “yes” or
“00.” He had intimated to his people that yesterday (7th) he would preach, and in-
tepde&i returning for that purpose, on Saturday. But the Master otherwise deter-
mined.

Ineed not say that, in a case of this sort, a speedy oreven ultimate refurn tostrength
for labor, should his days be still prolonged in the land of the living, is not to be ex-
pected.  Mr. Cowan has not beeu able to occupy his thoughts with or to express his
mind with regard to this matter. Iie enjoys peace, obviously the peace of God “that
passeth understanding;” and it is manifest in the placidity and contentment of
his demeanour that death would not be to hin a terrible visitant, but rather the
reverse.”

Peace which he Enjoyed —We insert here a briefextract from a letter of Mrs. Covan,
with a perusal of which we havo been tavered, showing the perfect peace which filled
his heart. At ficst he could not articulate, but after sleeping two heurs, Mrs. Cowan
says, “ When e awoke he looked better, and could say yes and no, when I spoke to
him. These were all he could utter; but, oh! how thankfuil was to hear these ; and
his face hrd regained its look of happy placidity. I repeated to him short texts, such
as “Let uot your heart be troubled.” “It isl, e not afraid.” * Father, notas I will,
but as Thou wilt.” e responded to them with a look of such deep interest, as spoke
fur more than words. I asked if hismind was keptin perfect peace, he said “yes, yes.”
“Q, yes, Isaid, peace through the blood of the Lamb.” He said “yes, yes.” No
enemy allowed to disturb you ?”  “No, no.” I repeated the passage, “ When my heart
is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than I’ He pointed with his fin-
ger tome, I said  that promise is for me;” he said, “yes.”

The vatuable Labors of Messrs. Simpson and. Cowan.—\Vith respect to these two re-
spected Iathers of this presbytery, Mr. Robb says, it would, perhaps be presumptucus
inme to speak of them in the language of commendation. Doubtless, their record is
on high. The Lord has spared them to labor in this parish for more than twenty years,
and honoured and blessed they have been in theirlaborsof love. They have seattered
the goou seed widely in this district ; have made journeys for that purpose very exten-
sively ; Lave endurcd fatigues, such as might have been expected to wear out men of
apparently greater bedily strength than they possessed ; have established schools, at
which very many have received all the knowledge they possessed, and doubtless have
been the instruments by which not a few have been called out of darkness into mar-
vellous light.

NEED OF MCRE MISSIONARIES FOR JAMAICA.

““The statement of this case will,” T doubt nu,Mr. Robb adds, “call forth sympathy for
the afllicted, their familics, and their desolate flocks.  But the question naturally
arises, How is the lack to be supplied ? 1 do not sec any help to be obtained in the
island. With the congregation of Hampden vacant, the brethren of the northern
presbytery have their hauds full.  Mr. Carlile having gone to carry Mrs. Carlile to
America, 1t is not reasonable to expect that any brother from the western presbytery
can be spared in the meantime, so that there ave five congregations and churches in
this district for one minister.  Tosupply these, I can have the help of Mr. Welsh and
of Mur. Mitchell ; butas they have also to labor during the weck in the arduous task of
conducting the schools, it is not to be expected that they candomuch in managing the
work of the stations. ,

I {rust that the Lord is even now preparing agents for this part of the vineyard. I
feel souch delicacy in writing you on this subject, because I have no right to speak
of those who are still living, and whose return to their spheres may not be so unlikely
as to warrant anything like an appeal for successors to one ormore of them. Butyou
will see that if there is no reasonable prospect of restoration to sufficient strength, at
no distant period a reinforcement is absolut 1y necessary for the sake of Christ's cause,
and for the cdification of the churches.

If the Mission Board sce meet to send out an additional supply of missionaries, I
hope men will be found willing ard qualified. We want here thoroughly trained and
regularly ordained minislers ; aud our mission will suffer in more ways than one if the
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Lord donot send them. The curse, or to use milder language, the baue of Jamaica
churches, is untrained or half-trained ministers or leaders. While there are most
respectable and efficient men in all the denominations, there is also a great number who
aspire to teach others, most unfit for the office they hold  For my own part, I would
utterly lose heart and hope were our churches handed over to such biskops.

Hitherto the Presbyterian Mission has occupied a position of respect and influence
which would have been more commanding had the mission been more extensive. That
position must be maintained and strengthened in the same way it has been attained,
by the agency of thoroughly qualified men of God.

ONE ADDITIONAL MISSIONARY FOUND FOR JAMAICA.

It is with grateful feclings that we have to intimate that the Mission Board, at their
meeting on the 23d May, unanimously accepted asa missionary for Jamaica Mr. James
Martin, lately licensed as a preacher.  Mr. Martin has for years cherished a strong
desire to serve the Lord in the foreign mission field ; the most satisfactory testimonials
ave be en obtained with regard to his qualifications for the work ; and it is hoped that
by the close of autumn, he will be ready to sail for Jamaica. We trust that, looking
at the circumstances of the mission, as stated above, others, whose hearts the Lord
has made willing, will be ready to come forward and offer their services for this most
important field. And as an inducement for them to do so, we give in addition to what
is stated in the foregoing letter, a very regarkable statement made by Mr. Robb in a
communication, dated 20th April :—

# Are there no fresh applicants for work in this important field? That there are
erroneous impressions on the minds of many students and preachers respecting the
pature of the.work here I know. Had Iallowed representations made to myself to
weigh with me, I would have shrunk from it. Facts exaggerated, distorted, made to
furnish false inferences, derived from partial and local experience, have led to the
impressions alluded to. Is it not a most striking fact, however, and one which should
weet all of a discouraging tendency, that there was never s missioaary of ours that
regretted coming here.  Whether in sickness or in health, in the midst of abundant
labours, or on the bed of death, their uniform testimony is, and has been; no one
needs for a moment hesitate about coming to labour in Jamaica. Keeping in view
the great work of the gospel minlster, there are the most powerful inducements. A
man of God, anxzioun to serve Christ and do good to souls, will find that in no part of
the world can he live a happier and more usefut life than here and in counectivn with
the mission. This may be presumption in one inexperienced asI am, yet it is my con-
viction.”

LTCEA.

The following extract from a letter of the Rev. Johu Campbell, givesa gratifying
account of the pecuniary efforts which the people have been making during the last
yeer, and of the present stat‘e of the congregation :—

The Liberality of the People—It may interest you to kaow that the annual meeting
of the Lucea conoregation was t eld yesterday, when Isubmitted a particular staternent
of 1the accounts of the church for the past vear. You are aware that it has been with
us & year of special effort, to repair our place of worship which was rapidly hastening
to ruin, and to re-orgauvize and consolidate the cburch and congregation, which a pro-
tracted and trying vacancy of three years and a balf bad thrown into confusion; and
you will be pleased to learn that the Lord has prospered our efforts. The abstract of
ouraccounts, which I enclose, will show you that during the year we have raised in the
island in connection with this station no less a sum, including school fecs, than £263
73.43d. The collections from Hampden 2nd Montego Bay congregations, and the dona-
tion of other kind friends in theisland not in any way connected with the station, gave
us £28 of this amount, but independently of this, I believe you will consider that the
people here have done well, and that we have much reason to be grateful and cncourag-
ed. Itis true that T have not been able to apply more than £80 towards payment of
my salary, but you will observe that we have expended about £100 on the building:
which the Board of Missions was bound to keep in repair, and we have paid all other
congregrational expenses.  Our place of worship is now well secured, and although
many things still require to be done to make it as comfortable as we desire, yet these
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things =arn be done gradually,and the premises will not suffer by the delay. Somekiud
friendsin Scotland have promised to assist us in this matter. A very liberal and gener-
ous friend, whom I desire to particularize, Mr. Andrew Whyte of Ediuburgh, has already
sent us & box of stationery valued at upwards of £23, which I daily expect, and of
which we shall readily dispose ; and should there be any others, in addition to those
whose intenti~a has already been made known to me, whose hearts may be inclined to
aid us in our time of need, I do assure them that whatever contributions they may
antrust me with, shall be to the best of my ability most faithfully applied. Ouar
school house is in a state calling for considerable outlay in repair, or rather the call
seems to be for a new building, in corsequence of the bad situation of the present
one. You know that we have no manseat Lucea, and no .wellivg-house for the teacker,
both «f which we consequently require to rent, and this increases greatly the espenses
of the station. My heart is set on consolidating the causc bere, and the expetieuce
of the past year has certainly encouraged me for the future. Let us work while itis
called to-day.

Resolutions passed at a Congregational Bfeeting.—The members of the cburch at
the meeting yesterday, were evideatly very happy and grateful. The Rev. Mr. Carlile
was present with us, and expressed his heartfelt participation in our joy. He, a3 you

know, touk a vers affectionate interest in the congregation during the vacancy, and, as
an evidence that his efforts for the good of the church were warmly appreciated, several
of the members subscribed and provided fos him a valuable reflecung telescope, which
was publicly presented to him at the meetiug, as a token of gratitude and affecuon. I
may farther tell yon that the meeting was addressed by two of the elders, and one of the
members of the cburch,and that the following resolutions were unanimously and very
heartily adopted :— . :

1. That we feel grateful to God for the measure of success with which our effurts
for repairing our place of worship aud suppusting guspel crdinanees, have been attended
-during the past year.

2. That our best thanks are due, and are hereby cordially tendered, to the collectors
of the repair fund, and of the church subscriptions, for the diligent and cheerful maoner
in which they have discharged their important duties.

3. That the willing and hearty manner in which the contributions have been given,
and the spitit of unity and peace and love by which the congregation is at preseut dis-
tinguished, call for special acknowledgment to the God of ali Grace.

4. That encouraged by the past, we row solemnly resolve, at the commencement of
anew year, to devote ourseives still more earnestly to the service of the Saviour, and
to do what we car for the support and advancement of His cause.

First Sabbath of the Year.—I cannot couclude without further mentioning thas
Sabbatb last wasa deeply interesting day with us, It was the first Subbath of the year,
the first day ¢f the year, the day of our observance of the Lurd's Supper, and the first
anniversary of my ministerial labours at Lucea. Al these circumstances meceting
together rendered the day one of intensc interest, and I trust it was a day which many
will have cause toremember everlastingly. A greater number of the members of the
church sat.down at the Lord's tuble than bave ever done so before at one time since I
came to Lucea, and o bappy, yet subdued and chastened feeling was evidently the per-
vading characteristic of the whole congregation, which was urusually large.  Our pre-
sent number of members, in full communiou, is, 280. The gains on the year—notwith-
standiog the large number of 12 deaths, and of other removals 13. To God be all the
praise.

TRE JOY WHICH TAE INTRLLIGENCE OF THE CONVERSIONS AT CALABAR CAGSED IN TIE
ISLAND OF JAMAICA.
Tho following extract from the minutes of the Synod, containing the cordial response
given to the apglication for two coloured teachers {o Calabar, indicatesthe intense de-
light which the intelligence of the conversions at Calabar produced.

Afinute of the Jamaica Synod with regard to two Coloured Teachers for Africa.

¢ To this commuunication the Synod listened with the deepest interest, and agreed to
record an expression of the intense delight with which they have heard the recent
cheering intelligence from Old Calabar, specially referred to in the above letter, and their




UNTTED PRESBYRERIAN AMISSIONS IN JAMAICA 231

lominued and ever increasing sympathy with their beloved and devoted brthren who
we laboring in that pact of Africa, ia the prospect of the vast fi.ld which is being
:ipened up for missionary operations there, asthe key to the deascly populated regions
Ief that benighted laud. It was agreed at once to proceed to the discharge of the do-
‘ightful duty which the Board of Missions have thus requested the Synod tv uudertake.
attera full and earnest conversation on the subject, in which almost all the ministers
atheSynod took past, it appeared that there was a cousiderable number of the teach-
ustraiced at the academy, and now teaching schouls in conuection with the mission,
shom members were ready to propose as coming up, to a considerable exsteu., to the
sandard of qualifica.jons required ; and it was accordingly uuanimously resvived that,
i compliance with Jhe desice of the Buard of Missious, {wo individuals be appointed to
this honorable work.” Then, after specifving the measures taken for choustug two vut
iofsaven named,the minute adds, “The Syuod farther agree torecord their great gratifi-
leation, in consequence of the estimate which the Board of Mi:sions have now been led
wentertain regarding the qualification for the work in Africa, of several of the agents
Jof $his miasion, trained at the academy—an estiinate which the Synod is fully perseaded
iswell founded. They regard it as a special token of the divine benediction that they
ihwé now so many on whom, at the call of the home church, they can ceanfidently con-
‘&esend as qualified for this work ; aud they fervently tr :st and pray that, on the ap-
printment being made and carried into effect, the result will be such, by the enriching
blessing of the Spirit of all grace, as wil' not disappoint fond and anxious cxpectatious,
b1t make the hearts of all the friends of the Redeemer greatly to rejoice.”

COLLRCTIOXS IN JAMAICA FOR THE MONTEGO BAY SOCIETY.
The Rev. Adam Taompson, under date Gth April, sent us the following notices :—

Inthe Record for February last, under the heading * The Cleims of the Moutego
By Academy,” it was correctly stated that * the autempt is being made to irtroduce
the element of self support;” that it has been * suggested that the parents and friends
of the stadents should be called upon to contribute, as far as they ace able, to defray
Y2 expenses of their education at the academy ;" aud that “in the case of six out of
t}e{?’urtcen pow under Mr. Miller, help has been promisad to the extent of about
it

It might also have been mentioned thst the Synod of Jamaica, at iis meeting in
Yarch 1558, “ agreed that all the congregations of the Synod shallbe required to make
tn znnual collection to assist in defraying the expenses of the academy and Iull—said
ollection to be made, if practicable, on the first Sabbath of February ; and at all events,
02 gome Sabbath prior to the Synod's annual meeting.”

It devolves upom me, as treasurer of the board for the management of the acadc!{l.v,
Yo ioform you—and I do so wit. much pleasure—that this scnodical requircmeut has
been in general obeyed ; and the subjuined list of collections will show the result:—

Montego Bay..ceieerereatoncannannan tesseesaccass &l T 9
Hampden ..c.ovenennennnn teeeerancas veeseseccsveases 311 5
Carron Hall...... tetestiecteccstacessensae sassesss 910 6
B 1 PP T T
Brownsville..ceeveieerctaaseanseccccctascccsccesaes b B 0
New Broughton...eeeeqeaenaaacans R TN A
Ehenezer. cceiiieieinenctantanccesancaecanns cerann .. 310 0
Hount Ziona..iiireieneiacieacscenscnaceancecnssase 3 6 6
Port Mana civivieiiienncenanencssecsteascssesnse 3 0 0
Friendshipeeiasnann... Cetetsecersactasraeasaneseess 212 0
Mount Hermon......... ceerescraraneanas cesneaean .. 211103
Green JQand. civiernnerreieeneeeeenecanenannnnnecaes 2 5 8
Mount Olivet.......... ceeees P, teeeeanees oe s 114 T3
Mount Horeb...... ceeeeans Creereseesstsetnnanan e 1. 530
Belletille. ietiineenaeacnaeanearaccanaraasaionanes 1 00
Goshenleeneiianeiaaanenn Cetcerracraann tieesssseses 100
NCO «eeeeanaerareanacecosecerannasseneceeranaaense 014 10§

£67 17T T
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Speaking for myself, I must confess that I am somewhat disappointed with the aggro.
gate amount of these contributions—having anticipated that it would be at least £10
—but I hope that our first effort will be our fecblest, and that in our next attemptto
aid an institution whose importance, in connection with the Préesbyterian Mission in
this island, cannot be over estimated, we shall realize, if we do not exceed, the syg
Jjust named.

It will be gratifying to you to know that the number of public scholars in the acs
demy, during the current session, is upwards of 60.

VISIT OF THE GOVERNOR TO THE MONTEGO BAY ACADEMY,

On Wednesday the 26th April, his excellency Sir Henry Barkly, visited the academs,
The Cornwall Chronicte of April 28th thus describes the visit :~—~Aboutfour o'clock bis
Excellency, accompanied by the Custos, the Hou. W. F. Lewis, and other gentlemer,
drove to the Montego Bay Academy, where he was received by the masters, the Rer.
A. Rentonand Mr. George Miller, and a number of ladies and gentlemen who were ther
assembled to witness the interesting examination of the pupils of this now becoming
far-famed academy. A temporary dais had been erected, and the boys had decosated
the school with flowers, etc.,a seat having been raised for his excellency in the centre;
the pupils then went through several exercises in Latin and Greek classics very credite
ably to themselves and their tutors. After which a few geometrical problems were de
monstrated with great precision, and no small degree of incipient talent was indicated
in these few exercises by the boys of all colours—in which branch they seem to take
delightin the institution. His excellency expressed himself highly pleased with ther
performances ; but said, as he had other institutions to visit, he would defer till a futur
opportunity farther examination. 3r. Renton then said that the pupils begged to pr-
gent an address to his excellency, which he hoped he would be pleased to receive. To
this his excellency very politely assented. A scholar then approached the chair, and
read in a clear and audible voice first an address in English aud then one in Latin, &t
the end of which the boys raised their juvenile voices, and by acclamation repeated the
salutation of

“Vivat Dominus Barkly!

Vivat Domina Barkly 1"
which had a cheering effect upon the auditory.  His excellency then briefly address
the boys, and read to them & very appropria e reply.

VISIT TO LUCEA SCROOL AND CHURCH.

The Rev, John Campbell saye, 9th May, “I may mention that his E_cellency, the
governor, was here last week. He bad just come from Montego Bay, and had visited
and examined the academy, and he spoke of it to me in the highest terms of approbs
tion. e regards it as a model institution, and he appears to desire several similer
institutions iu other parts of the island. He takes the deepestiuterest in education, ant
from his conversation I bave the pursuasion that he has set his heart on securing for
Jamaica a large educational measure, which, if based on proper princioles and propery
wrought out, is what the island very urgently requires. When in Lucea, his excellercy
visited our school, and examined it for an hour, evidently taking great interest iu the
classes. He also wert into our place of worship, asked if it was connected with the
United Presbyterian Church, how it was attended, how the people contributed toits
support, and other particulars, showing that in matters of this sort, as well as in other
matters, he is resolved to inquire and judge for himself. I think we have much rease
to be grateful for our present governor; and I hope that his administration will, by
God’s blessing, conduce greatly to the reviraland true prosperity ¢f Jamaica.”

OLD CALABAR.
OLD TOWX.
DEATH OF THE KING, AND FEARFUL SCENE OF BLOODSHED.

Willic Tom Robins, the King of Old Town, was a very superstitious person.  Hews
old, dissipated, cunping, and devotedly attached to the foolish, impure, and sanguiny
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t1es of the country. Mr. Edgerly has from the outset of his labours been extremely
wooyed by him; and as it was necessary to cxpose his numerous murders, deceitful
nctices, and evil doings, the faithfulness of the missionary gave frequent offence. The
teople, being entirely under old Willie’s arbitrary control, were as bad as himself. His
intemperate mode of living induced attacks of disease. These were regardea by him
ssthe effect of ** freemason,” that is, witcheraft or evil influence ; and at such times
persons were token up on suspicion, and subjected to the deadly ordeal of the poison
pit.  These murdersdid not restore hiw o health. The miss onary remonstrated with
I%im, and pointed out the wickedness of such conduct; but old Wiilie denied all partie-
ipation in such things, and pursued his course of deception, guilt, and blood. Atlength,
pear the beginning of the year, he was seized with his last and serious illness. In his
md superstition he caused several of his sons and chief persons to be putin chains, and
kept there while his sickness continued. Al the efforts of Mr. Edgerly to procure the
irelease of the victims proved unavailing. Notice was given to King Eyo and others
i that the Geath of old Willie was iniminent, and thatlikely, considering the ignorant and
superstitious character of the people, terrible sceues of bloodshed would occur ; but
notbing Was done to prevent them. The old man died-on the 8tb of February. His death
sascopcealed from the white people as much as possible, and in the meanwhile blood
s profusely shed.  Mr. Edgerly unhappily was laid down with severe fever at the
‘time and could do nothing to arrest the work of death ; but Mr. Thorpson and Mrs,
‘Edgerly did what they could, The number killed has not been fully ascertained ; but
there is no doubt that bis two eldest sons, five or six of his wives, and a co siderable
‘number of slaves, have been poisoned, shot, and hanged. As this is a violation of the
iEgho law, which was passed a few years ago, an iuvestigation bas taken place ; and it
| remains to be seen what the gentlemen of Duke Town and Creek Town will do to the
| murderers. The following details, gleaned from Mr. Edgerley’s journal and letters, will
srsken sympathy and pain ; show the dreadful character of heathen superstition, the
great need of the gospel, aud the little likelihood there is that much spiritual success
ctnbe expected in the case of the adult and the aged; and illustrate the remark made
by those that bad taken refuge on the mission premises, that if the missionaries had not
been living there, there would bave been no end to the sacrifice for Wilie.

0ld Willi's Soul.—At the foot of the brll on which the Old Town miesion-house
slands, there is a spring of excellent water,  Near this spring, and adjoining the road
which leads from the beach to the migsion-house is a grove of trees which is accounted
send, In this grove, and at the head of the spring, is a place waere Wil ie said his
toul was, Here, accordingly, he was accustomed to celebrate, along with his wives and
03, very obscene and disgusting rites in honor of his god Anansa. Mr. Edgerley
obtained from one of the ships a number of Kroo boys, for the purpose of clearing away
the bush around the mission premises, and thus promoting the healthiness of t.e sta-
tion, Though .hey did not go beyond the boundary line, yet, as they approached the
sacred grove, old Willie sent the following strange message to Mr. Edgerley, * Don’t
you tell us that man must mind hissoul 2 What for you let Xroo boys cut bush at my
soul?  You must pull down your house, and go away, and not come back again to the
twrn totalk God's palaver.” He alsosent to inform King Ego that Mr. Edgerley “was
cuting away his soul,” and requested him tointerfere, and prevent him from doingso
This was done, Mr. Edgerly thinks, partly from scperstition, and partly with the view
of extorting & present.

Willid's Wives and Children put in Chains—After mentioning the case of a poor
od voman whom Willie Tom had caused to be poisoned on the suspicion that she had
“freermasoned” her son, who had died three months before, and describing the mea-
sureg, which he took, we regret to say, without effcct, t o prevent & repetition of such
enormities, Mr. Edgetly says:—** Monday, 5¢th December.—A great noise in the market
place, where Willie’s armed ruffians have turned out in formidable array to discover the
fieemason that has laid him low again last night. His drinking andScarousing have
bever once occurred to one of them as being the likely cause.  2%ursday, 8th December.
—The whole of Willic's wives and children have been arrested, put into chains, and
hecked up in a roout to-day, on the charge of baving made Willie sick Ly “ freemason.”
The junior ones (our scholars) were liberated after examination, and the eldest son Acob-
bam (who prides himself in making otbers believe in his supernatural powers of evil,)
admitted that sume time ago he had * freemasoned” his father, but that he had let bim
89, aod was not Qoing it this time ; 50 he was then liberated. One of the wivessaid tha
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‘‘she had eaten some of the freemason soup, but she would repay it again,” She ‘t:

was liberated. These confessions are made to inspire awe in the minds of other®
they are pretty well aware that their lives are safe now, but with that want of fore‘vh"“g::
for which these creatures are.remarkable, they never once reflect that such pl‘em”is“,
of possessing this evil power will ere long work their destruction. Wednesday, 2 "
—Willie" people still in chains. A great posse of Egbo pecple from Duke Tow® :;;,,
visited Uld Town to-day with beat of Egbo drums, prociaiming, * If Willie Tolw
all men in the town will have to take chop-nut.” Mrs. E. and Mr. Thompson
him during my absence at Creek Town last Sabbath, and had some suitable and .
conversation with him. He endeavoured, as usual, to exculpate himself from avy ::fa
ticipation in the late murders. My own opinion is, that he would be glad it I ¥ ]
come 1o term-, with the view of getting some present from me, ‘‘the ruling P8™ .
strong in death.” I can do him no good, and his case, from all I know of
puifecily hopeless. a0
Old Wiltie's Death, and the Fearful Scemes which ensued.—After pointing "o‘:ﬁp
entreaties sent to Willie not to allow any of his family or people to be killed, and d
ing an autemnpt which Acobham, his eldest son, made on the 80th January, to pr]
be broke his chain and fled to the mission house during the night, but was mﬂdw
taken back, Mr. Edgerly says, in his journal, “Thursday, 16th February.—Have ob.)
iil with fever, confined to bed, and in a state of convalescence since last date (5t I:”,g
On the night of the 8¢h instant Wil'ie Tom died, and I learn that the murders h"‘vpoﬂ’
rumerous and awful. Several of his wives and children, who werein chains, havé 0B
killed by hanging, strangling and poison. Three refugees escaped here, one of ¥
is the father of the twins; him they puraued to our entrance gate with a loaded S‘““iﬂ [
little girl belonging to the Queen of Qua, who is dead, escaped here also ” A":*w
letter dated 2nd March, Mr. Edgerly gives a fuller account of these dismal pr. €@ Tos
* You will pereeive by my journal she death of that miserable old man, Wi!u‘
Robins. He died a8 he lived, an enemy to God and his own soul. I was veryill '
1 &t the time, but was perfectiy conscious of the awful murders and screams het®
taking placein the town, I cannot describe to you the agony and horror of mil o
thinga occasoned ; they threw a stupor over me, and the next day I was delil'i""ﬂw'g
Iudeed I feel the effects of the shock up till now. A short time previous to W I
death, I acquainted King Eyo that he had nearly the whole of his family in eb
also apprised the shipping. The consul came over here lately ; I acquainted bi® wise
matter, but none would interfere in such a manner as to effect their liberation. M,p‘
died on the night of the 8th ult., and we have a full knowledge of his two 8008 st
poisoned, four wives hanged and strang'ed,oue wife poisoned, besides & number °f'in,ﬂ
butchered. One or two were.my scholars, They pursued the farther of our ¥ ]
our gate with loaded guns, but he eventually sucueededin reaching our City o' B%
a8 well as three others from the town. Another poor fellow had nearly made K“:‘.ﬁ
escape in another direction, but was intercepted by a gang of savages with loaded ’
in our road from the beach and pursued, and taken by another gang from the back
of Willie's house. I heardthat he had shrieked out, ““O, white people,save me!” I oo
out of bed into the front verandak, and saw the wretches. In my fever I Icr“”“’.d
¢ Monsters! will you murder the man on the mission premises " But they had o
their vicim, and hurried him back into the building. As the different BGNW
heard here, Mr. Thompson (who waa attending on me in my illness) was most 108" g
ble in runuing to the rescue, and my wife and the Kroo boys were also on ‘hr:hgv“
They saved one woman, by an emetic, to whom poison had been given, The “""
of the murdeied persons made no attempt to save the poor creatures, They
shiok it all as it ought to be, and our Interference quite gratuitous. Three of 057, opé
dren in our school, who have lost mothers and brothers and other relatives, 108 1,"
the least conobrn, and appear perfectly hardened in blood and wickedves: g gsé
plantations a deep bole was dug, and persons were shot down, their heads-c9¥
thrown indiscriminately into this hole. I‘M
A Fugitive saved—In coming up from Duke Town in my boat the other d"“,‘.f.
emaoiated woman rushed out of the bush at the side of the river and hailed the ™y o
made for the beach, when she hastily clambered in, and I brought her, nnderéif’?‘ &
janship, up to the mission premises. Her tale is an awtully graphic i{“eim.‘
almost vie with that of Eliss in *Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” (I.should observé
Edgerly saved this woman's life about a year ago, when she was to have been P
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a3 an offering to “Egbn,” her jaws cut open from ear to ear, and other enormities per-
petrated upon her.) She was up in the plantation, when she heard a deal of firirg of
guns and screams.  She fled into the thick woods, and some time after, in reconnoiter-
ing, she counted the headless trunks of eighteen murdered human beings! The work
of destruction was still going on, and she believes that the numbers butchered must be
double that amount at least. Whilst in ber concealment she coughed, was overheard,
and pursued ; butsheeluded her pursuers, and finally succeeded in making her way
through some miles of dense wood, to the beach of the Qua river, where, either fancy-
ing herself to be pursued, or such being the case in reality, she plunged i and swam
down with the tide for herlife, some considerable distance. Beginning to feel exhausted,
and fancying herself to be sinking, in her struggles she grasped a decayed branch of a
tree, and with that cffected her landing, after some hours, as she supposes, on the Qua
Town and Duke Town side of the river. After preambulating through the woods, and
being seven days without food, she reached the Calabar river at the place where I took
her into my boat. In her retreat she saw them shoot down and cut off her husband’s
bead. T need offer no remarks on these doings; they speak for themselves asto the
present state of the country.”

Mr. Edgerly adds :—

“«P.S.—We have learnt further partlculars respecting the late horrible murders :—
That six wives were singled out by Willie to be killed at his death. That all his eldest
sons were to be butchered; and althongh it is said that one, named Archibong, has
escaped to the Ekui, or Equi country, there are strong reasons for suppossng that he
has zlso been killed. Those who bave been implicated in the murder of these nine
persons have fled to the plantationg, and there are scarcely any persons lett in the town.
The slaves butchered have boen numerous, as in Willie's premises alone, three large
holes or pits were dug as areceptacle for their corpses. dceblam, the colleague in
wickedness with his father, has gone to his account!”

“ Sabbath, 19th February.—Service at Willie Tom’s house. Numbers of the blood-
people, the people of the town, and women present. Oh! they looked a gang of cow-
ardly, guilty murderers ; and I shuddered whilst standing and conducting the scrvices
on a spot where had been, I believe, a puddle of human blood, scarcely dry. These
people are not sinning ignorantly and I am clear of theirblood.”

Notices from other Letters.—Mr. W. C. Thompson of Creek Town, saysie a letter
dated 20th February, when speaking of these horrid deeds, * On the strength of our
representations, au investigation has taken place, the murders have heen disclosed, and
we expect that the people of Old Town will be severely punisbed by Egbo for this
breach of the law against human sacrifices.” And the Rev. William Anderson, Duke
Town, saysin his journal under date 11th February :—*“Reported to the Duke Town
authorities a breach of Egbo law committed at Old Town on occasion of the death of
King Willie Tom, which event took place on Wednesday last. Handed them the names
of eightcen persons who have been slaughtered. Of these five perished by esere (poison
nut), the admi nistration of which is no breach of Egbolaw. The Duke Town gentle-
men geem resolved to take up the case with some vigour. But I have long suspected
that Egbo law too much resembles cobwebs, it entangles the weak, but the strongbreak
through with i mpunity,”

Safe Arrival of Miss A. Miller, and of Mr. Alexander Sutherland —We are glad
tosay that Miss Miller reached Calabar about the 2uth February, and that Mr. Sutherland
arrived at Duke Town on the 27th of March.

PROGRESS OF ASTRONOMICAL DISCOVERY.

In consequence of the diligence and the unwearied attention which have of late been
bestowed by astronomers in their investigations of the heavens, numerous bodies, both
planetary and cometary, bave been l:id open to our view, which were altogether un-
known in former times. In the year 1608 seven bodies only were known to belong to
our gystem—namely, the Sun and Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.
In 1700 there had been discovered, in addition to these, eleven moving bodies—name,
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ly, four sattellites of Jupiter, five of Saturn, the Earth itself (now fully recognised asa
plinet,) and Halley’s comet, though his prediction respecting it had not beea fully
verified. In 1800 there had been added nine—namely, Uranas and its six satelliter
with two additional satellites connected with Saturn, These were all discovered by
the Jate Sir William Herschel. Between the years 1801 and 1897, four smell planetsas
bodies were discovered by Piazzi, Olbers, and Harding. Since the end of December
1845, about twenty-five or twenty-six other planetary bodies have been brought to
light by Mr. Hind, observer at Regent Park Observatory, London, Grsparis, the asw
tronomer of the Observatory of Naples, Mr. Grabam, M. Hencke of Driessen, and othe
ers. Besides these, the planet Neptune, & body 650,000 miles in diameter, and 250
times larger than the Earth, was discovered in 1846 by Messrs- Adams & Leverier;
and two satellites have been discovered moving around it by Mr. Lassels of Liverpool,
On the 8th November 1853, another planet was discovered by Mr. Hind, aid two
more have been discovered during the month of March 1864. In all, about forty-five
new plancts have been discovered since the year 1608, a little before the telescopeswas
invented and applied to the heavens. By far the greater part of these bodies are in-
visible to the unassisted eye..~7"os. Dick, L. L. D,

[ Many of the recently discovered planets are at nearly the same distance from the
Sun, and wove in orbits nearly coinciding ; from which n.any philosophers (Dr. Dick
and Sir David Brewester aniong the number) have been led to suppose that these plan.
ets are, in all probability, fragments of one large planet which had previously existed,
but which, from some cause unknown, had gone to pieces.]

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES.

U. P. PRESBYT ERY OF WELLINGTON,

This Presbytery met at Elora on the 19th
of July, Rev. Mr. Duff, moderater. A call
from the congregation of Brant to the Rev.
Alexander Keunedy late of Darlington was
sustained ; and an interesting report by the
Rev. Joseph Scott was read, respectinghis
labors in Euphrasis and St Vincent. The
Rev. Mr. Barrie then called attention to
the subject of Union with the Presbyterian
Church ot Canada—spoke of the impio-
priety of making the Church and State
connection principle & term cf communi-
on—adverted indignantly to the allegation
which bad been made that Arminian doc-
trine was taught in our Church—and
expressed the opinion that the Committee
of our Church should decline meeting with
the Committee on the other side, and that
the Moderator of Synod should be requested
to call & pro ve nata meeting and repel the
charge of erroneous doctrine. The Rev.
Mr. Torance to a great extent concurred
in the views of Mr. Barrie but disapproved
of a special meetingof Synod. Mr. Barrie
then gave iotice that at next mecting of
Pregbytery be would move that the Synod,
be requested to give forth its repudiation of
the distinctive tenets of Armiuianism, to
deny the charge of erroneous doctrine,
which it isthus sought to fasten upon her
and to declare her stedfast and continued

adherence to the doctrines of grace, for
the holding of which in their purity she has
been distinguished from her very com.
mencement.

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF FLAMBORO.

This Presbyter? met on the 11th July,
and inter elia took into consideration the
deed of the Presbyerian Church of Cana-
da anent Union with the U.P.Cburch,
when the Presbytery agreed to declars
substantially as follows, vir., that in their
opinion it is the duty of the Committee
appointed by our Synod to decline meeting
with the Committee of the other Synod,
but that the Chairman of our Committes
should call the members together to draw
up, for the information of the public, and
j our vindication as a Church, 8 brief and

plain statement of our scriptural views on
the power of the civil magistrate in matters
of religion,

BARWICH.,

The U. P. congregation hero have given
! a unanimous call to the Rev, A. W. Wad:
dell late of Pickering.

SUPPLY FROM SCOTLAND,

The Rev, Mr. Livingston has just ar

rived in Canada,



