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THE HIGHER CHRISTIAN LIFE.
BY REV. W. E. BOARDMAN,

PART II.—IIOW ATTAINED.

CHAPTER I.—FOR ME! WHAT THEN MUST I DO?

¢« Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall reccive
the gift of the Holy Ghost."—Acrs ii. 38,

2 HE Apostle Peter’s answer to the question, “ What must we do 2 ”

{ of those pricked to the heart by his pungent words on the day of
Pentecost, was substantially the same as the Apostle Paul’s answer
to the trembling, prostrate Philippian jailer, « Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”

And when the Holy Ghost came upon the disciples of Jesus
on the day of Pentecost, in the power of this new baptism, the
Apostle Peter assured the wondering multitudes that it was Jesus, who being
risen from the dead had shed forth this which they saw and heard. It
was the ascension gift bestowed upon his disciples Ly the enthroned and
glorified Messiah.

The Scriptures everywhere teach us the same thing, They always
answer the question, “ What must we do ?” by the assurance, “ Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Whether the question relates to
justification or sanctification, the answer is the same. The way of freedom
from sin is the very same as the way of freedom from condemnation. Faithi
in the purifying presence of Jesus brings the witness of the Spirit with our
spirits that Jesus is our sanctification, that the power and dominion of sin is
broken, that we are free; just as faith in the atoning merit of the blood
of Christ for us, brings the witness of the Spirit that we are now no
longer under condemnation for sin, but freely and fully justified in Jesus.

There may seem to be in what has already been said, and still more in
what remains to be said, an engrossing of all the offices, attributes, and
relations of the Goadhead—as we are interested in them—in the Son of God
alone. God forbid that there should be even in appearance any robbery of the
glory due to the Father and the Spirit. A few thoughts may serve now to set
this matter right before in appearance it shall have gone too far wrong.

The attentive reader of the dcts of the Apostles can hardly fail to sce that
if the title of that sacred book was changed to the Works of the Holy Spirit,
instead of the Acts of the Apostles, it would be quite as appropriate as it now
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is. Tt opens with a history of the advent of the Spirit, on the day of Dente-
) cost, and proceeds with an account of the fruits of this baptism in the
i Loldness, energy, wisdom, and power of the apostles, and in the activity, union,
i happiness, and fellowship of the disciples, and in the triumphs of the gospel.
. Everywhere it attributes to the Holy Spirit the government and guidance of
o the apostles—separating them for their missions, hindering them when they
o essayed to go wrong, puinting out to them the right way, attending them with
' power in healing diseases, executing judgment, as in the case of Ananias and
Sapphira, and giving efficacy to their words by falling upon those to whom
they spoke while they were yet speaking, and, in general, carrying forward the
whole work of God in the apostolic church., The Acts of the Aposties is really
a history of the works of the Holy Ghost, just as the four Gospels are the

history of the life and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
At the same time, the attentive reader must also sce that the instruetions
dictated by the Holy Ghost himself are always and only to believe on the
. Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. So that while salvation is the work of the
a Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ, and not the Holy Spirit, is the object of
' faith for salvation. And why 2 Why simply because the Holy Spirit is the

gift of Jesus through faith in his name.

This is the historical teaching of the case. And this is in full harmony
with the per: mal assurances of Jesus concerning it. “On the last and
great day of the feast, (of tabernacles,) when Jesus stood (in the temple)
and ecried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

; Whosoever believeth in me, as the Seriptures hath said, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water.” It is added in explanation, “ This spake
he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive : for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified.”  St. John
viii. 37-39.

An intelligent minister of Jesus, whose experience is ripe, precious, and
full in the sweet influences of the Holy Spirit, in answer to the question,
“How do you think of the Holy Spirit 2" said, “As Jesus Omnipresent.” And
his answer is in perfect accordance with the sacred word which calls the Holy
Spirit the spirit of Jesus.

The modern Italian reformer, Gavazzi, amongst other stirring and signifi-
cant things, delivered a discourse in London, entitled, “ Christ the justifier,
Christ the sanctifier, Christ the glovifier.” At first view, this seems to be
attributing to Christ the work of the Spirit; and so it is in the strict con-
struction of the words in the form Gavazzi has given them. Literally and
strictly the Holy Spirit and not Christ is the justifier, and sanctifier, and
glorifier, for he it is who is the actual worker, the power that worketh in us,
preparing the heart, producing the faith, and effecting the salvation in every
step.  But in the sense doubtless intended, Jesus is both justifier, sanctitier,
and glorifier ; that is, he is the object of faith alike for each and all.  And as
the giver of the Holy Spirit, he is the worker also of all.

Strictly and literally, Jesus is our justification, and sanctification, and
glovifieation ; and the Holy Spirit is our justifier, sanctifier, and glorifier. When
therefore we trust wholly in Jesus for all, we do not rob the Holy Spirit of the
honor justly his due, but we honor him by complying with his teachings and
showing his work ; foras the Seriptures have said, No man can say that Jesus
is the Christ, (understanding what he says,) but by the Holy Ghost. So, like-
wise, by trusting wholly in Jesus, we honor also the Father. And this for
two reasons, not to speak of others at present. TFirst, Jesus is the express
image of the Father—the Father's representative to us, the fulness of the
Father made wanifest to us in the flesh, and so honoring Jesus we honor the

Father.
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And then, again, the Father is the author and planner of salvation through
faith in his Son ; and when we trust in his Son we honor the Father, because
we accept of his plan of salvation for us, justily his wisdom, and act in
accordance with his will in the matter. A glance at the official and essential
relations of the persons of the Holy Trinity to each otherand to us, may throw
additional light upon our pathway. Upon thissubject flippancy would border
upon blasphemy. It is holy ground. He who ventures upon it may well tread
with unshod foot, and uncovered head howed low.

Revelation must be our guide.  Beyond what God has revealed, we know
nothing. The sacred Word is all the light we have in this matter. In asense
seriptural and true, Christ is “ all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” « The
express image of the invisible God.” “The fulness of him who filleth all in
all.” The fulness of the Father and of the Spivit. 1n a sense equally seriptural
and tre, the Father is all the fulness of the Godhead; and so also is the
Spirit.

P The Father is the fulness of the Godhead in invisibility, without form,
whom no creature hath seen or can sce.

The Son is the fulness of the Godhead embodied, that his creatures may
see him, and know him, and trust him.

Tne Spirit is the fulness of the Godhead in all the active workings,
whether of creation, providence, revelation, or salvation, by which God mani-
fests himself to and through the universe.

The counsels of eternity are therefore all hidden in the Father, all
manifested by the Son, and all wrought by the Spirit.  Let us glance first at
the official relations of the persons of the Godhead.

To gain something like distinet ideas of these divine relations, we need to
be lifted up in thought, as the eyes of the patriarch Jacob were at Bethel, by a
ladder, with its foot on the earth but its top in heaven. Such a ladder the
Bible sets up before us in the names and similies of the persons and “vork,
especially of the Son and the Spirit. The Son is called the Word, the Logos.
Now, a word before it has taken on articulate form is thought. The word is
the express image of the thought, the fulness of the thought made manifest.
So the Son is the fulness of the Godhead made manifest. The thought is the
fulness of the word not yet made manifest. So the Father is the fulness of the
Godhead invisible.  Again, the Spirit is like the thought expressed and gone
forth to do its work of enlightening, convincing, changing. When a thought
has been formed into words, risen to the tongue, fallen from the lips upon other
ears, into other hearts, it works there its own full work. So the Holy Ghost
is the fulness of the Godhead at work fulfilling the designs of God.

Tur FATHER IS LIKE THE THOUGHT UNEXPRESSED.
Tur SoxN 1s LIKE THE THOUGHT EXPRESSED IN WORDS.
Tie SPIRIT IS LIKE THE WORD WORKING IN OTIIER MINDS.

Another of the names of Jesus will give the same analogies in a light not
less striking—2"%e Son of Righteousness.

All the light of the Son in the heavens was once hidden in the invisibility
of primal darkness ; and after this, the light now blazing in the orb of day
was, when first the command went forth, Let light be ! and light was, at most,
only the diffused haze of the gray dawn of the morn of creation out of the
darkness of chaotic night, without form, or body, or centre, or radiance, or
glory. DBut when separated from the darkness and centred in the sun, then
I its glovious glitter it became so resplendent, that none but the eagle eye
could bear to look it in the face.

But then again its rays falling aslant through earth’s atmosphere and
vapors, gladdens all the world with the same light, dispelling the winter, and.

[ e Ny

P T T LA S st

e e e mpmes el

v -

bt a8,

[




292 "Earnest Chvistur:aly.

the cold, and the darkness ; starting spring forth in floral beauty, and summer
in vernal luxuriance, and autumn laden with golden treasures for the garer,

Tiur FATHER IS AS THE LIGHT INVISIBLE.
Tir SON IS AS THE LIGHT EMBODIED,
THE SPIRIT IS AS THE LIGHT SHED DOWN,

One of the similes for the blessed influences of the Seirrr, while giving
the self-same official relations of the persons of the Godhead, to each othec and
to us, may illustrate them still further~—The dew, The dew of Hermon, The
dew on the mown meadow. Before the dew gathers at all in drops, it hangs
over all the landscape in invisible vapor, omnipresent but unseen. By and
by, as the night wanes into morning, and as the temperature sinks and touches
the dew-point, the invisible becomes the visible, the embodied ; and, as the
sun 1ises, it stands in diamond drops trembling and glittering in the sun’s
young beams in pearly beauty upon leuf and flower, over all the face of
nature.

But now, again, a breeze springs up, the breath of heaven is wafted gently
along, shaking leaf and flower, and in a moment the pearly drops are invisible
again, But where now ? Fallen at the foot of herb and flower, to impart new
life, freshness, vigor to all it touches.

THE FATHER IS LIKE THE DEW IN INVISIBLE VAPOR.
THE SON IS LIKE THE DEW GATHERED IN BEAUTEOUS FORM.
THE SPIRIT IS LIKE THE DEW FALLEN TO THE SEAT OF LIFE,

Yet one more of these Bible likenings—by no means exhausting them—
will not be unwelcome or useless,—the Rain,

Rain, like the dew, floats in invisibility and omnipresence at the first, -
over all, avound all, seen by none. While it remains in its invisibility, the
earth parches, clods cleave together, the ground cracks open, the sun pours
down his burning heat, the winds 1ift up the dustin circling whirls, and rolling
clouds, and famine gaunt and greedy stalks through the land, followed by
pestilence and death. By and by, the eager watcher sees the little hand-like
cloud rising far out over the sea. It gathers, gathers, gathers; comes, and
spreads as it comes, in majesty over the whole heavens:—DBut all is parched
and dry and dead yet, upon earth.

But now comes a drop, and drop after drop, quicker, faster—the shower,
the rain—sweeping on, and giving to earth all the treasures of the clouds:
clods open, furrows soften, springs, rivulets, rivers swell and fill, and all the
land is gladdened again with restored abundance.

Tue FATHER IS LIKE TO THE INVISIBLE VAIOR.
THE SON IS AS THE LADEN CLOUD AND FALLING RAIN.
Tue SPIRIT IS THE RAIN—FALLING AND WORKING IN REFRESHING POWER.

These likenings are all imperfect. They rather hide than illustrate the
tri-personality of the one God, for they are not persons but things, poor and

earthly at Dbest, to represent the living personalities of the living God. So

much they may do, however, as to illustrate the official relations of each to
the others and of each and all to us. And more. They may also illustrate the
truth that all the fulness of Him who filleth all in all, dwells in each person
of the Triune God.

Tue FATHER 1S ALL THE FULNESS OoF THE Gopneap INVISIBLE.
Tie SoN 1S ALL THE FULNESS oF THE Gopnrad MANIFESTED.
THE.SPIRIT I$ ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GopHEAD MAKING MANIFEST.




The Higher Christian Life. 293

The persons are not mere offices, or modes of revelation, but Zving
persons of the living God.

Now, as to the essential relations of the three, the Scriptures speak of
each precisely as if each were a living person, and not a mere official relation
of the one person in three different connexions, or adaptations, And we are
also fully justified in the belief that in the personalities of the living God, in
whom is all the fulness of all things, society exists. The beau-ideal of society,
as it is but imperfectly wrought out in the social relations of angels and men.
Society in its first and highest form, first and best of all in the Godhead. And
society amongst the creatures of God in its best estate, but a feeble and yet a
noble image of .ts blessedness and glory as it is in the perfect social relations
of the perfect three in one.

To go fully into the Scripture proofs justifying these statements, wounld
break the thread of our general course. To say this much seemed necessary
lest the reader should be stumbled by the thought that the glory due to the
Father and the Spirit waz all given to the Son. Enough has been said toshow
the way clear for full trust in Jesus for full salvation. There is no fear of
honoring the Father or the Spirit too little by honoring the Son too much.
The deeper and fuller and stronger our trust in Jesus, the sweeter and richer
the indwelling of the presence of the Spirit will be. And the more we have of
the indwelling presence und inworking power of the Spirit, the higher our love
and veneration will rise for the Father. Having the Son we have the Father
also. And trusting the Son, we receive the Spirit, who reveals to us the
Father and the Son. Full trust in Jesus, therefore, brings the full revenue of
honor due to the Father and the Son and the Spirit, while, from the Triune
God, grace, mercy, and peace are multiplied to us, and so the angelic song is
fulfilled—* Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and good will to
men.”

To return for a moment to the apostle, and to the Pentecostal scene:
Once when Peter was in self-confident mood, the Master told him that Satan
had desired to have him that he might sift him as wheat, but that he had
prayed for him that his faith should not fail: and he added the prophetic
charge, “When thou art converted ”—that is, converted again, for already long
before Peter had been converted— strengthen thy brethren.”

Satan did have the apostle, and did sift him, too, but the prayer of Jesus
was answered nevertheless. Peter was sifted but saved, as many others have
been. The chaff of self-confidence was all threshed off and winnowed away,
leaving the wheat in its naked integrity.

By and by, on the day of Pentecost, the time came for the apostle’s second
conversion. The Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father, was received by the
Son and shed down upon him and his fellow-disciples. Fire crowns sat upon
their heads. and with other tongues they spake of the wonderful works of God.
The tongues of fire and tongues of eloquence were, however, only the outside
symbols and the outspoken manifestations of the glorious work wrought in
their hearts. They knew something of Jesus before—but now for the first they
began to comprehend the length and breadth, the depth and height, and to
know the Jove of Christ which passeth knowledge, and to be filled with all the
fulness of God. And now for the first the wisdom of God in the plan of
redemption began to unfold to their view. Great as were the external signs of
that work, the internal work itself was far greater. And it was the beginning
of a life-long process, in the course of which, more and mere, from day to day,
the things of God were unfolded to them, and more and more they were
transformed into the image of Jesus.

A great work was wrought on that day—a work to be had in everlasting
remembrance. Many were then for the first time convinced of their sins and

. F e e v,
e s gy o L e o A e i+ 44

e -

R L

b

RO




e e

[P N S P At

RN e

- o o e S T

3]

o

e meam—— - -

Nt

204 Earnest Christiandty.

converted to God. Many more who had already been converted under the
preaching of John the Baptist, and of Jesus himself, and of the twelve, and the
seventy, were converted anew, and filled with faith and the Holy Ghost. And
onc thing may be safely affirmed of both alike, those converted again, and those
now converted for the first time, that in cvery case trust @n Jesus was the sole
condition of the work wrought in them.

The Apostle Peter did not say to the one, Believe in the Lord Jesus and
ye shall be converted, and to the other, Watch, pray, struggele, read, fast, work,
and you shall be sanctified. But to one and all he said, Repent and be bap-
tized, every one of you, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and ye shall
receive the Holy Ghost. And yet another thing may be safely affirmed of
them all alike, that every one who did really believe and obey did actually
receive the Holy Ghost, whether in the power of first or second conversion,
‘Wherefore as the sum of all, let it be settled as truth never to be doubted, that
for salvation in any stage or degree

Jesus alone s the Way,
And Faith alone s the Means.

Connected with this line of thought there is one thing more to be noted,
which must conclude this chapter. There is often a fearfulness in addvessing
prayer to Christ and to the Holy Spirit. Frequently the devout and earnest
worshipper appeals to Churist, and then checks himself asif it were wrong, and
turns in his appeal to the Father in the name of the Son, as if afraid that the
appeal to the Son might be offensive to the Futher.

This fear is groundless. When, in the days of his flesh, Jesus was
appealed to, whether for light and instruction, or for healing power, or what-
ever, none were ever checked by him for it.  Peter sinking in the water cried
out, “ Lord, save or I perish I and Jesus rebuked him for his unbelief, but not
for calling upon him instead of the Father. The Syrophenician woman
appealed to him in behalf of her daughter, and althongh the Lord tried her
faith exceedingly, first by silence, then by saying, “ It is not meet to give the
children’s bread to dogs;” yet when she persevered and said, “ Truth, Lord,”
you are right, I am not worthy, “yet even the dogs eat of the erumbs that fall
from the master’s table,” Jesus commended her, saying, “ O woman ! great is
thy faith! Be it unto thee even as thou wilt;” aud her daughter was healed
from that hour.

And when, after the Lord’s reswrrection and ascension to glory, he met
the persecuting Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road, and rebuked him, saying
“ Saul ! Saul ! why persccutest thou me?” Saul, fallen upon his face, and
stricken blind by the glory of the Lord, tremblingly inquired, “ Who art thou,
Lord 2”  The answer was, “ I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Then Saul,
obedient to the heavenly vision, asked, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 27
And Jesus answered, saying, “ Go into the city, and there it shall be told thee
what thou must do.” Then after three days, Ananias came to him, saying,

“ Saul ! Jesus who met thee in the way hath sent me to thee, that thou mayest

reccive thy sight;” upon which as it were scales fell from his eyes. Now in
all this there was no going round about, no feeling of necessity for it, no rebuke

from the Lord for not doing it. When the earnest soul appeals directly to
Jesus, it will not be rebuked or sent away empty. And the same may be

said of appeals to the Father direct, or to the Spirit. )
When, in the language of that precious hymn, Rock of Ages, we in the
same breath praise and pray—

¢ Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee,”
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we are in the spirit of the gospel and in theline of perfeet propriety. And <o,
when we at one and the same moment invoke the Spirit and make melody
unto God with heart and voice, saying,

¢ Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,
With all thy quickening powers,
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours."”

we are in no more danger of offending the Father than when, in the words
put upon our lips by the blessed Saviour himself, we pray,

¢Our Father who art in heaven.”

In each and every case of the three the appeal is direct to the person of the
Trinity addressed, and in all alike proper, and in all alike availing, if the plea
is the fervent, effectual outgoing of the heart in its fulness.

A YOUNG CHRISTIAN.

HE moment she was convinced [that Christ had called her to a
higher life] she laid aside her book, and bowed upon her knees
before the Lord, and confessed her convictions, and asked what
she must do. To this the suggestion came, “Give the world
wholly up” . . . She counted the cost as to pleasure, and
dress, and friends, and everything, and then most heartily re-
sponded, “ Yes, Lord, I will!” And then she asked again, “ What

more must I do?” In answer to this came the suggestion, “ You must con-

fess all that the Lord does for you before the Chureh and the world.” There
was a circle around her, and a set of circumstaunces which made this a great
trial.  But again she responded heartily, “ Yes, Lord, I will!” Aud then
asked yet again, “What more, O Lord?” And now came the suggestion,
hardest of all, * Believe, only believe” She said, “ It is a great thing to

believe that the Lord can and will cleanse me from allsin. . . . Yet I

know he is almighty, and I will trust him. I will believe, I do believe!”

This settled, she asked again, “What more, O Lord ?” to which the final

suggestion came, “Nothing more. This is all.” It was almost as hard to

believe that this was all, as to believe that Christ would do all; but she did

believe, and was satistied. So she thanked the Lord for His wonderful con-

descension and love, and rose from her knees at rest and in peace—with new
light in her heaxt, and new light on her pathway.—DBoardman.

Ir we were preaching in a house that would accommodate thousands of
people, and wished to see it filled, and to hear within its walls the cries of
anxious souls, I would not rely upon eloguence, or argument, or eccentricities,
but rather upon gathering around me a company of Christians who were
living iu the full enjoyment of religion. The wicked, cold professors, people
of every class, would swrely be attracted, and the place crowded; for happi-
ness, like a magnet, attracts people towards its possessor, and the happiness
of the Christian the most powerful of all, since it is the purest, the deepest,
and the only abiding—Rxv. A. B. FARLE,

.
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THE DANGERS OF THE ITINERANCY.

BY REV. H. JOINSTON, M.A.

—_—

& E have indicated some of the advantages of the itinerant plan of
ministerial supply. That the system has nconveniences we
cannot deny.—What system has not? It has its parallel in
military tactics, where officers change their posts periodically,
and regiments every few months. Our Methodist people often
complain of this part of our economy, when one whom they
deeply love is removed, when but for the system they might never have seen
the minister of their affection. "We may not like this or that in the system,
but neither ministers or people have a right to look merely at what is most
agreeable, or pleasant, or convenient, but rather at what is most efficient and
successful,—for all personal preferences and feelings must be subordinated to
the prosperity and extension of the Church. That the system is fraught with
dangers we cannot deny. Let us notice a few of these dangers :—

1. One danger to the church is the loss of the pastorate. The pastorate
is God’s order. The pastoral functions embrace elements which mingle in the
relationships of neighborhood, and home, and family. Time and diligence are
needed to learn the necessities of a neighborhood or congregation, and often
before this knowledge is acquired, the minister is removed to a new field of
lIabor. This is felt chiefly in the great centres of industry and trade, where
to gather in successfully & men should plant himself firmly, and watch the
successive waves of population as they come. Is not here a reason why our
city churches do not grow in membership as they should, and that we have
to make such efforts to supply the loss and waste from the wear and tear of
constant change? The system breaks down just where it should be most
efficient. And does not this suggest the necessity of making some change
which, while it will not impair itinerancy in general, will more eminently
qualify for the responsible and sacred duties of the pastoral oftice. Itinerancy
is at the foundation of our church government; but is the inexorable rule of
change at the end of the third year essential to the itinerancy 2 Does it
necessarily follow that a man must remain no longer than three years in one
place, in order to constitute him an itinerant minister? Does the system con-
sist in an arbitrary displacement of men at the end of an appointed time,
rather than in sending men where they will best subserve the interests of the
church? Would it not be better to remove those rules of limitation, and
instead of lengthening the term of pastorate from three years to five years, as
contemplated by some, take away all such trammels and restrictions, and leave
the ministry wholly in the hands of the constituted authorities, to use them
to the greatest advantage to the entire church? Certainly some modification
of the system is needed if we would increase our pastoral power.
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2. Another danger is that of losing the moral influence of ministerial
character. There is no influence like that of character; and, next to the bosom
of Christ, the flock lean upon and confide in their minister. In frequent
change there is danger of losing the talismanic power of a tender and active
sympathy. To preserve it we must be linked in holy affection to the people.
We must be bound up in their highest interests, and feel their needs pressing
upon us like an atmosphere on all sides. Let the people know that we love
them deeply and strongly, and they will confide in us, «nd will not be afraid
of becoming too tenderly attached to us because we arc not to be permanently
with them. Our piety and personal holiness ought to give a character, com-
pared with which the mere circumstances of “time,” “long acquaintance,”
“identity of interests,” will be as the foam of the wave-crest to the full occan
of power behind it.

3. Another danger, which we recognize in connection with a circulating
ministry, is the neglect of thorough mental discipline. We do not mean thas
the system is unfavorable to study. Many of our fathers in the ministry were
great readers thinkers, and preachers. Their quivers were full of the arrows
of the Almighty. They brought the message in its directness, and pathos, and
life-giving simplicity to the human heart, in its troubles, and sorrows, and
aspirations. Yet they were incessantly travelling, preaching, and visiting.
Their duties were of such a character that there was a constant temptation to
substitute physical for intellectual toil. They had few aids or opportunities
for improvement; they had little time, and comparatively little deinand, for
mental accomplishments. In the present arrangements of circuits all this is
reversed. Now the pastoral visitation, and short rides to appointments, are a
pleasant relief from the ennui of close mental application, and favorable to
physical health. We believe that the system in the raral districts is more favor-
able to study than even long pastorates, where the very circumstances produce
a routine, tread-mill life; and where, with surroundings undergoing little
change, the mind is left to grind up the divinity of other days, with no fresh
importation of life, aud thought, and feeling from without. Still therc are
many hindrances and tendencies to mental inactivity. In going to a new
place there is danger of treading over the old ground without fresh study or
thought. Old truths are uttered in a “happy-go-lucky ” fashion and thread-
bare phraseology, and we ourselves grow weary with the reiteration of common-
place thoughts, divorced from the immediate wants and mental habits of the
hearers. Our minds cease to grow and be active, and instead of exhibiting
that fulness and life, that broadness and affluence of thought which should
characterize our ministry, the sermons tell of old ruts and common-places
which enervate the pulpit. The intense mental activity of modern life demands
the highest ministerial development. Even those whose education is limited
are strongly susceptible of clear thought, close reasoning, and beautiful dic-
tion. There is meaning in the arrangement of Providence which has left us
less occupied than our fathers were, and we need not fear of losing religious
power in the attainment of the mental. The dispensation of the Spirit is not
o dispensation of idleness, but of toil. We must prepare for the sanctuary the
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pure, freshly-beaten oil. 'We must have a ministry trained fo think, Dase
metals may, take a high polish, but they are base mel«ls still. 'We want the
fine gold of the sanctuary, and then burnish it—polish it—until it shall flagh
in glory, and reflect the perfect image of Clwist. Under the systems of the
itinerancy, by the help of God, owr fathers have set the world on firc. 1low
they watched and preached for souls! Ioly men of God! where have ye
dropped your mantles? Where is the Lovd God of Elijah %—the God of
‘Whitfield 7—the God of Wesley 2—the God of Asbury, and Coke, and (ase?
Eternal Father! who didst send forth thy seraphim with live coals from off
thine altar, to touch the lips of thy servants,—touch. O touch and hallow our
lips, and make us the flaming messengers of salvation !

The Methodist Chureh is called to no short-lived work. If she fail in
her mission God will furnish himself with other and better instruinentalities,
Enlargement and deliverance shall arise from another place; and *’ e stately
edifice which shelters us and our children, and fills the world with its splendor,
—its corner-stones glittering, its portals wide out-spread, its pillars unshuken,
its beams unimpaired, its foundation upon the Rock—shall crumble and be-
come a stupendous desolation. Awful will be the responsibitity of failure,
Others have made the Church what it is; it is owrs to make it wheet ¢ shell
be. Let us remain unswerving in our loyalty and devotion to her; and while
in sympathy with every idea of progress, every thought of improvement and
adaptation to the wants of the times, let us cling firmly and strongly to that
agency so providentially called forth, and so fraught with the destinies of
men, and God, even our God, shall bless us; and foremost in evangelizing
efforts, we shall stana in the van in the *riumphant march of Christianity, and
help to usher in the millennium of the world !

DO YOU SHOW PIETY AT HOME?

BY REV. W. G. PASCOE.

————

e HEN the Saviour said to the man upon whose eyes he had poured
light, “ Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things
the Lord hath done for thee,” he put to a vigorous test the faith
of the young disciple who had just been able to recognize in
Jesus the Lord and Saviour of the world. Is it not easy to be
explained, but it is often the case that Christians find it more
difficult to speak of inner feelings and spiritual experiences at home than any-
where else. Sometimes, it is true, they find that at home they have not that
sympathy which they desire, and which they meet with from those whose
hearts have been similarly affected by the Holy Spirit; and in their case the
Saviour's words are fulfilled—" A man’s foes shall be they of his own house-
hold.” Is there at other times a fear lest so many opportunities presenting
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themselves, our innermost experience, if known by those around us, might be
referred to when we should least like it to be the case? or is it that there is
any latent fear lest the profession of one day should be denied by the practice
of another, amongst those who see every part of life, and have the best means
of judging our true character? If this be the case, you have the greatest cause
for uneasiness about professing any spiritual life, for all experience is known
to God, all professions come before him; and in making any profession you
should e¢ver have more fear of God, who so thoroughly knows you, than of any
fellow-creature, whatever may be his relation to you. Every part of our
religious life should be above all suspicion, and we should have so much con-
fidence in our own integrity, that if we make any profession of godliness, those
at home should see that that profession is most genuine.

There is sometimes a fear that the piety of some Christians is like an
overcoat, only put on when they go out of doors. Amongst strangers they are
on their guard, circumspect, humble, zealous; but at home, in the midst of
closest friends, they are unwatehful. It is not that they do not carnestly
desire the good of all by whom they are swrounded, but that as they are so
often in their presence, they do not have constantly a consuming regard for
their highest interests, but rather leave it for special seasons, when the matter
of personal religion is uppermost. It must be confessed that there is nothing
which so much interferes with the frankest and most outspoken picty at home
as the cunsciousness of little failures, ill-temper, sclfishness, or the manifesta-
tion of those dispositions which ave not the embodiment of love to God and
man.

My frieng, if you have Christian friends at home, and if they who know
you best do not esteem you most, it is because they who esteem you most
esteem you more highly than you deserve? Do not on any account deceive
yourself, or think more highly of yourself than you ought to think. The
severest serutiny, so long as it is not morbid, should be applied to your
Christian character under the most powerful light which the Word of God can
cast upon the subject. '

The most thorough Christian candour should reign amongst those who
are members of the sune Christian Louschold. et the most pure unselfish-
ness be manifest. If a mistake be made it should be frankly acknowledged ;
if an offence be committed, pardon should be sought; if in any way we can
minister to the comfort, or ease, or happiness, or improvement of any in the
houschold, at any personal sacrifice it should be done. Your position in a
houschold should be subordinate to your Christian character: in this,as every-
where clse, follow the Saviowr’s advice, and “seck Jirst the kingdom of God
and his righteousness.” A beautiful example of Christian simplicity comes to
our mind. One who is now amongst the glorified throng, who was a very
large employer, was on one occasion in great haste to get off to London. He
required some assistance, but the assistant.was not so quick in his movements
as he should have been.  'With a tone and manner that betrayed undue haste,
he rebuked the young man. At once he felt that he had iost that beautiful
evenness of mind which had been enjoyed by him before; and without more
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ado he recalled the young man, begged his pardon, told him he was very sorry
he had spoken so hastily, and hoped he would have his forgiveness. Then he
went to God and confessed his fault, and was restored to the sweet experience
of communion with Jesus in which for years he rejoiced. All those who were
in his establishment respected that man’s piety, and none had greater reason
to do so than he from whom he had craved forgiveness for such an oftence.

My brother, do you show piety at home? Does your wife respeet it?
Do your children feel its sweet persuasive power? Do your servants know
that you are a man of God? Would those by whom you are employed be
able to say, “ We know that he has the mind of Christ?” You will go forth
into the world all the stronger becanse of the affection and good faith which
you have at home. Next to the love of God, it will he an inspiration to you
in life. It’s secret is found in the enjoyment of the perfect love of God. This
cannot exist alone. “Thy neighbor as thyself” demands thy love equally;
but “ thy God with all thy heart,” and thy nearest neighbor as they of your
own houschold. Let yours be a speaking piety, so that all may hear the testi-
mony of your life. 'Where you are best known let it be most clearly manifest
that you are indeed an entirely sanctified man,

ONLY BELIEVE!

BY REV. L. E. PAGE.

« UPPOSE I had a watch, costly, serviceable, and greatly valued, the

¥ 0ift of a dear friend, the thing most precious of all my treasures,
and that, on taking a journey, I amn anxious to ensure its safety.
I have a fiiend with whom I deposit it, and who promises to keep
it for me; and I proceed on my journey without a fear or particle
of anxiety, because I know that my friend is strong and trust-
worthy. This is faith in another person for the safety of what I
valued.

Suppose the watch had become disordered in its machinery, and refused
to keep correct time,—that it had become irregular in working, going well for
a time and then stopping,—that I had tricd every means to remedy it and
failed, and that the irregulavity had been a source of inconvenience and posi-
tive loss. The friend to whom I entrust it happens to be a skilled watch-
maker, and before I begin my journey I say to him, “I value this watch
greatly, but it goes badly, and has given me considerable trouble. I have
wound it up, moved the fingers, and done all I can, but without success. Will
you see to 16?7 So Ileave it to be cleaned or repaired, and its fault correeted,
and g0 away confident that my friend’s skill will assuredly put all right. This
is faith jor vestoration, added to faith for safety.

Suppose now, that years after, I lie on a bed of death, life’s fair prospects
fading away, life’s work done, and a separation from all I love before me.
There is my valued watch, and there is my little son, to whom it has been
promised. There, too, stands the friend who has had the care of it before, and
who lias worthily fulfilled his trust. I take the jewelled treasure in my haud,
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and say to my friend, “There is my bov, and here is this watch, the value of
which you know. I commit it to your care once more, to preserve it safe, to
keep it in order, that it may be handed to my son when he comes of age.”
And I have no feer but that my dying wish will be fulfilled. This is faith
not only for safety and restoration, but for a future into which I cannot sce.

Will you now, reader, put, in place of that watch, the soul with which
God has endowed you—the most precicus of all possessions, for “ What shall
a man give in exchange for his soul?2” You are here in life, accountable and
immortal, but because of transgressions, exposed to soul-peril.  Eternity
stretches out before you, death may be near, and the first question with you
is, How shall my soul be safe ? Have you learned the answer to this? Zyust
gour soul to Jesus. Put it in his hands who is “able to save,” and, without a
fear or doubt, leave it there. This is faith in Christ for safety.

You hecome conscious now of other wants. The question as to personal
safety is settled. But your soul needs more. Ol, the pain, the grief, the
urrest proceeding from indwelling evil! You are forced to see that there is
much within out of harmony with God and your own convictions. Try as
you will, you cannot make this saved soul go correctly. Unrest follows peace,
and weakness takes the place of strength, and utter failure in duty alternates
with the joy of success. Must this be a life-long trouble? Must you always
Dbewail the “ other law in your members, warring against the law of your mind,
and bringing you into captivity 2” Nay! Jesus is the Saviour—the restorer
of the human spirit to harmony with its God. All spiritual irregularity pro-
ceeds from one cause sin—SIN—and Jesus saves his people from that! Saves
them fully, saves them now, whoever believes. Put your goul in His hands,
to be cleansed and made right for service, and he will do the work! e as
sure he can, and will, and does cleanse, as you are sure he forgives. Say,
“He restoreth my soul,” and every need being met by his fulness of grace,
you will thus trust him for purity and fitness for service.

But the future! Ob, the changes, the trials, the difficulties to come!
‘Who can say what lies between this and heaven ? How can one who is per-
fect weakness stand ¢ 'What guarantee has one who knows himself fickle and
unstable that he shall endure? The way is beset with dangers. Iow do I
know that I shall be faithful, and, passing through all, gain eternal life? Ob,
brother! trust Jesus for this also! Lying before his eye, like a road on a
map, is every inch of your future life. The way is strange to you, but familiar
to him! and “He is able to keep you from falling” He promises to be your
Saviour, in the fullest sense, all the way through ! Will you not, orce for all,
place your soul in his hands, and leave it there, singing, as you step heaven-
ward, “ I know whom I have believed; and am persuaded he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day!” When some one
heard John Smith express his confidence that he should certainly get to
heaven, and asked him if he had any special revelation to that effect, “ No;”
he replied, “but I AM DETERMINED TO BELIEVE!”

And this is what honors Jesus the Saviour, kills gloomy doubt, drives
dark fear away, inspires assurance, makes the soul dwell in light, and beaxs it
onward to heaven. The mistake of most is that that they are afraid to
abandon themselves to a life of simple trust. -

Reader, venture to believe in your Saviour for all. Dare to believe.
Resolve that you will die rather than give up your faith. Then you will find
yourself a conqueror.  Nay, rather you will, with a decper, truer sense of need
than you have ever known, feel that there is One with you and. in you, who
does for you overcome all ; and instead of the shame of defeat and the dis-
heartenment of failure, you will joyously test;’if 7, “ Now thanks bs unio God,

which always causeth us lo triumph tn Christ I"—Xing's Highway.
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THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY GHOST:

SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS THE EXPERIENCE AND POWER OF TIHE
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

BY REV. S. CRUMP.

Y7 N the market-place of Heidelberg stands a church called “the Church
% of the Holy Ghost.” There is nothing specially note-worthy about
this church, saving that under its one roof hoth Romanists and
¥ Protestants are wont to worship. Its name, however, emphasizes o
Yot fact which perhaps is not sufficiently recognized, that the only
true Church is the Church of the Holy Ghost. This does not
¥ affirm that the other persons of the mysterious Three have no
relationship to the Church. It is the Church of the Father—God, the creation
of his grace, the kingdom of his power. Of this Church he gave Christ to be
the Head during the mediatorial dispensation, and at its close Christ shall
surrender it to the Father, that he may be all in all. The Church also is
most emphatically the Church of Christ.  He has loved it, purchased it with
his own Dblood. It is Zds body: he is 4ts soul. The Church is his bride,
living in his fellowship and joy. She lives for him, and he lives for her, ever
interceding for her until she reigns with him in his everlasting kingdom and
glory. Nevertheless, the Church is rightly designated when it is called « ths
Chuwrch of the Holy Ghost.” It is the Holy Spnit who illumines, convinee:,
regencrates, inhabits, sanctifies Christian believers. They live and walk inthe
Spivit. He is their life, their joy, their purity. The Church, indeed, is the
Church of the Father and of the Son, so far only as it exists in and is
possessed by the Spirit.

To this fact bear witness all the Seriptures and all Church history, and
especially the memorable scenes of the day of Pentecost. They testily that
only by the all-brooding energy of the Spixitis this body of Christ formed ;
that only by his purifying and glorifying grace is she made meet to he vhe
bride of- the Lamb, and tc be decked with the glory of God. TPaul’s conver-
sion was a pattern of what Jesus Christ could do when “he showed forth all
long-suflering "—* a pattern to them who sheuld hereafter believe on him to
life everlasting ;” and who does not feel thankful for so glorious a specimen of
the ommipotent grace of Christ? So the first church at Jerusalem was a
patiern of what the Holy Ghost can do when he sheds forth all the fulness of
his love—a pattern to all succeeding churches who should hereafter be
quickened and renewed by his grace. Let us carefully ponder its experience
and power, and mark how it is an example to us. In doing this its miraculous
characteristics will be subordinate, and its great spiritual features will come
up into that bold relief which must ever fascinate the eyes of all interested in
the attainment and diffusion of Christian Heliness.

“The number of names together” on the xoll of the primitive Church,
including men and women, “were about one hundred and twenty.” Amongst
them were “ the women ” honorably distinguished as devoted followers of the
Loxd, Joving attendants upon his person, and tender ministers of his wants.
Prominent amongst these women was Mary, Jesus’ mother, often painfully
tried, and at last transfixed with the killing sword of Jesw’s death, hut whose
unfaltering love prompted her to stand by his cross to catch his dying blessing,
and yet sustained her after his ascension, in the hope of receiving still larger
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gifts of grace. And numbered in this church also were Zer kindred and s
kindred ; “his brethren,” who apparently for some time alternated Letween
pelief and unbelief, now drawn to him in admiring love, and now driven from
him by fear and shame, but at length settling down into an assured trust in
his mission and Messiahship. And assembled with these were the apostles,
who had passed through a currieulum of instruction and diseipline at the feet
of their Lord, and were now waiting for that other Comforter who should
vivily all they had learnt, and make them meet for their high and glorious
apostleship. .

It is obvious that these were not unforgiven, unrenewed, unsanctified
sinners, who had to receive their first gift of saving grace in the Pentecostal
Spirit.  'We should grievously err were we to suppose that justification and
regeneration were experiences utterly unknown to these disciples of Jesus.
Surely they had “received him,” and to them he had “given power to hecome
the sons of God.” Love, the root-principie of holiness, had been implanted
within them ; and their lives exhibited that “newness ” which the regenerating
arace of God alone can Dbestow. Tf, then, 1t was not the Spirit of adoptiox;,
assuring them of God’s paternal love, nor the Spirit of regeneration, transform-
ing and renewing their faller nature, which they received in the gift of the
Pentecostal Spirit, what was it ?

This is a most important question, and in its right answer we find a
gracious lesson for the Christian Church in every age. As might have heen
expected, the miraculous phenomena connected with this gift of the Spirit
have bulked very much upon men’s attention. The voice from heaven, as of
a rushing mighty wind, filling all the house where they were assembled, the
appearance of cloven tongues like as of fire sitting upon each of them, have
commanded the wonder and the awe of all who have drawn near to see this
great sight. But whilst these miraculous phenomena thus powerfully strike
the ear and arrest the eye, they are not in themselves the real power and glory
of Pentecost. They are simply signs—signs, not of something miraculous and
abnormal and never o be repeated, but of a grace and power intended for the
Church for all time. So Peter, the primate of the apostles, interpreted, « This
is that which was spoken by the prophet Jocl; I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughtexs shall prophecy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; and on
my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my
Spirit; and they shall prophecy ™ (Acts ii. 16-18)) The glory of Pentecost
is that it brought a high spiritual experience and a mighty power to make it
known.

The speciality of the gift of the Holy Ghost was its fulness.  “ They were
all filled with the Holy Ghost.” They had previously received of the Spirit,
and up to the measure which they had received the Spirit they were sanctified
by him ; but the measure was not ““ the fulness,” and their sanctification, there-
fore, was incomplete. Even the very apostles had been envious, jealous, con-
tentious. Inthe day of their Lord’s ignominy and suffering they had been
{imorous and cowardly, while their ¢ chiefest ” had denied him with oaths and
curses. But just as the rushing mighty wind filled all the house where they
were sitting, and the eutire building was resonant with the heavenly voice, so
cevery believer in that assembled church was filled with the Holy Ghost, and
his whole nature was touched, elevated, sauctified by the power of the Spirit.
To be thus ¢ filled with the Holy Ghost” cannot mean less than an entére
sanciificeiion of the nature. 'When a room is filled with light, the darkness is
utterly dispersed; and when a believer is filled with the Spixit of holiness, all
sin is excluded. There are some gases which serve as a vacuum for other
gases, both alike filling the same space. Not so is it with holiness and sin.

. e
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The one cannot be vacuum for the other. The one ¢jects the other ; and where
there is full possession by the Holy Ghost, there is an entire banishment and
destruction of all sin. Whatever were the diverse temperaments, the indi-
vidual histories of this assembled church, whatever their past failures and
inconsistencies of character and life, the fire from heaven had consumed all
their sins and purified all their natures. They were «ll clean, and clean
altogether.  "Whether apostles or disciples, men or women, young or old, they
were all saints—a church pure in heart.

0, what an age of golden days !

0, what a choice, peculiar race !

Wash'd in the Lamb’s all-eleansing blood,

Anointed kings and priests to God.

But this fulness of the Spirit which they had received was not a mnere
negative and destructive grace. It was positive and creative in its action;
indeed it was the former because it was the latter. The light not merely
banishes darkness, it brings color and strength to created nature. The fulness
of the Spirit is the perfectness of love; and this not merely expels all sin, bug
pulses a higher life through the whole man, brings an excitement of holy
power which elevates and intoxicates the entire being. No doubt there was a
slander in the jeer of their enemies when they said that the members of this
inspired church were “ full of new wine.” But there was just enough of truth
in it to feather the “fiery dart.” They were inspired, elevated, excited, pos-
sessed by a holy afflatus, a Divine enthusiasm which, far transcending all their
former experiences of grace, made them appear in some sort like mad or
intoxicated men.

This holy inspiration of power manifested itself in various forms. It
wrought wondrous mutual love. TFire fuses the broken pieces of metal, until
they all take one mould. So the fire-baptism of the Spirit fused these
believers into one. They loved one another as much as they loved themselves.
Their property was sold to meei each cther’s needs. They “were of one heart
and soul, naither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed
was his own.” Again, this inspivation of the Holy Ghost quickened and
elevated thetr worship. The temple had new attractions. “The breaking of
bread ” became a cherished ordinance. Their ordinary meals were dignified
into acts of special worship. Their whole life ascended into a higher region
of spirituality and blessedness. “And they, continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread at home, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people.”

But most especially did this Holy Ghost power mantfest tsclf in their
tongues. Being filled with the Spirit, they testified of the wonderful works of
God. The fire being kindled within them, they spake “ with other tongues as
the Spirit gave them uiterance”” The church became a prophetic band.
They taught. ~ “Sons and daughters,” “ young men and old men,” “ servants
and handmaidens” received the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon them,
and with differing gifts and in various spheres they all became Jesu’s
witnesses. The words which they spake were words of power, for they fell
from tongues of fire. There was glowing, melting heat in them.  They burnt
their way to the conscience and hearts of those who heard them. Icy
indifference melted. Congealed stolidity became soft and susceptible. Callous
hatred waxed tender and kind. Law-mongering Pharisees were changed into
sin-convicted penitents, and Christ-hating, Christ~-murdering foes were startled
into the earnest cry, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do ?” The issue was,
myriads were awakened and saved. ““Then they that gladly received the
word were baptized, and the same day there were added unto the church thice
thousand souls.,”
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The question comes home to us with immense force, Do Christian
believers now generally enjoy this experience and wield this power ? We fear
not. Pentecost interpreted thus is notl so much as the ddeal of some churches.
It is not likely then to be realized by them. Alas! in onr own churches,
where entire holiness is one of “ those things which are most surely believed

_among us,” and where examples of holy men and women, filled with the Spirit
and speaking in his power, are preciously hoarded memories—how few there
are who have attained to this Pentecostal grace! We very much fear the
Methodist communities are living far Lelow this glorious privilege. We do
not deny the reality, the sincerity of their Christianity. They know Jesus in
the mystery of his death and iu the power of his resurrection. They have
died unto sin and have risen again to holiness and newness of life. Nay, they
have gone out as far as Bethany, and have seen their risen Tord “carried up
into heaven ;” and with their ascended Saviour have gone their affections,
their hopes, their faith, and according to his word they are looking for « the
promise of the Father.” But somehow they do not get beyond this. Their
day of Pentecost does not fully come. The fulness of the Spirit is desired,
prayed for, but not attained.  Entire sanctification with them is a pole-star,
to be admired from afar—a sign in the spiritual firmament Ly which they may
steer their course, but not to be reached until they ascend to eternal glory.

Whilst entire sanctification is thus regarded, that quickening snd eleva-
tion of the whole spiritual life which makes “ dving guod ” to the souls of men
a passion, is looked upon with dread. To lLe thus possessed with the Spirit
would make them very peculiar, would stamp them with a marked eccentricity,
and set them out of gear with the conventionalisms of society. FProperness is
apparently a far more important principle than holiness, and ¢entility than
Holy Ghost-excitement; and rather than let properness and gentility Le com-
promised, human souls may be damned by the thousand.

~ The result is a lower degree of spiritual life and power than ought to exist..

The true communion of the primitive chuxch is fecbly apprehended.  Tellow-
ship is often lukewarm, and its ordinances, instead of heing cherished, arve
coldly criticised and anatomised. “The house of prayer” becomes & mere
seventh-day shrine at which people pay their devotious, and public worship is
slurred through or estheticised until its simplicity and power are expelled.
Instead of being God’s priests everywhere and always, we become sa only on
Sunddys, and the orbit of the week-day life lies almost wholly among wagces
and profits and self-pleasing. There our witnessing power is almost toned
out. If we speak to sinners at all, it is with such “bated Dbreath and
whispered humbleness,” that the world mocks at our pointless, forceless
testimony. The converting grace is vrestrained, the godly sced is minished,
and Satan trivmphs. O Lord, how long ?

We have on several occasions in recent years mourned actual decrease in
our church membership ; while for some time past, notwithstanding inereasing
congregations, additional chapels, and multiplying ministers, there has been
no enlargement of the church worthy of the instrumentalities employed, or at
all comparable to the great demonstration of power which glow on the first
pages of the Church’s history. The pulse of the Chureh’s inward life beats
slower ; her limbs ave chilled and sluggish in their movements. She is not
maimed by faction, or mutilated by persecution, or discased by heresy; and,
therefore, many eyes fondly admire her fair form and beautiful proportions.
But her heart is weak, and her spiritual life has not a healthy tone. We are
pained unspeakably by the conviction which is forcing itself upon us, that we
are losing our “ first Jove,” and need to “repent and do ” our “first works.”

If Pentecost teaches us anything, assuredly it is this, that Zoliness <s-

- power, that to be filled with the Spirit is to e charged with & divine energy

20
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which will dominate over the world and bring sinners to Christ. Stephen was
«full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,” and therefore he was full of power,
Peter and the other apostles were all tilled with the Holy Ghost, and there-
fore “with great power gave they witness of the resurrcction of the Lord
Jesus.”  So our Methodist fathers drunk deep of the new wine of the Spirit,
and hecame giants in power. Smith, Stoner, Bramwell, Fletcher, were Holy
Ghost men, inspired and filled with the Spirit, and, therefore, they were men
of power. They had not always overflowing measures of success, but they
were never without some success, and they always had power. “So the
word of God inereased, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly.”

Ave these scenes of Pentecost no more to berevived 2 Are the large suc-
cesses of our fathers only to me a memory and a name? Are we to get
accustomed to retreats before the foe? Is the humiliating, God-dishonoring
spectacle of a church trailing her banners through the mud of failure to be
repeated 2 God forbid ! To your tents, O Israel! To your knees, ye Metho-
dists! Pray; tarry in prayer until ye be “endued with power from on high.”
Soldiers of the cross! dead weights of anger and pride and unbelief burden
you; the impediments of worldliness and seli-indulgence and timidity
embarrass you in your marches. Pray for power to cast them aside. Pray to
be sanctified wholly, to be filled with the Spirit. Then shall you he lLeroic
and successful witnesses for Christ, bold and victorious champions of the
Ccross.

Holiness is the power we want ; then get holiness. Holiness alone will
wreathe your brows with laurels of spiritual victory. Then concentrate your
faith, your prayer, your whole being on its attaimment. Get holiness. Get
the fulness of the Spirit. Get it Now. Thus sanctified unto God and filled
with the Spirit, you will have courage to fight and strength to win. Perlect
love casts out all fear. To arms! to arms! cvery one of you. Fight with the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  Lay about you. Smite the
foes of God hip and thigh. The victoy is yours, and great shall be your

spoil.

This holiness we want in 1ts highest degrees. Tinality is one of the great
delusions with which Antichrist deceives the very elect. When penitents have
reached the land of pardon, and walk in the broad beams of God’s reconciling
love, they are told that the struggle is all over.  What a snare has this temp-
tation been to many young saints! Sooner or later, however, they discover
that it is at the risk of their souls they settle down in justifying grace. On,
ox they must press toward the maik of the prize of their high calling, or they
will lose their crown of glory. So also when Christian helievers hiave attained
to entire renewal of nature, and rejoice in the perfect love of God—when they
feel that all envy, and pride, and fear are cast out, and their whole nature is
loyal to Christ—what a temptatiou there is to say, “ Master, it is good to be
here,” and to build a tabernacle for a life-long sojourn there! But not even
here may the saint tarry. On, ON he must still press to a higher experience of
that holiness which he has already attained. Again he must fix his eye on
the mark, and press into all the fulness of God.

We fear that many a saint is wearing out life and effort in a continuous
conilict merely to preserve the consciousness of the perfect love of God, while
neglecting its higher degrees. Fletcher regarded it as a comparatively little
thing to Le cleansed {rom sin. On one occasion at Trevecka, praying with the
students, he was so filled with the Spirit that he cried out, “ O my God, with-
liold thy hand, or the vessel will burst!” But he afterwards thought he had
grieved the Spirit; and he ought to have prayed for an enlargement of the
vessel, or have been willing for it to break. IJven when filled unutterably
full of glory and of God, we must still say, “ Not as though I had alveady
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attained, either were already perfect.” I umility must become more humble,
patience more pahie}lb, love more loving. “Let us, therefure, as many as be
perfect, be thus minded.” “Be ye filled with the Spirit.” ILet your whole
nature be heated higher and higher with the holy fire until your words, your
looks, your spirits flame with the white heat of intensest love.

Holiness in its highest jforms we may all have. Our spirits differ in the
compass and quality of their natures, being greater or less, higher or lower:
but they may be all alike pure. Owr faculties of thought, imagination, reason,
vary exceedingly : but they may be all alike elevated and spiritual. One
Fouutain is open to all—a fountain which cleanseth from all sin. Let us sink
deeper and deeper “into the purple flood,” that we may rise into all “ the life
of God.”  One Spirit, the Pentecostal Spirit, waits to baptize us all.  Let us
pray with one accord until we ail burn and glov. with the sacred fire,

Scriptural Holiness is our strength, our salvation, our success. Without
1, we cannot retrieve our past hwmilintions or achieve future conquests.
Without 4t, we must sink to a lower abyss of shame and reproach. But with
i, new life will fill our ordinances, new power will stream from our pulpits,
new inspirations of courage and strength will quicken our members. We
shall speak to one another “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.”
Church fellowship will be full of grace and joy. We shall speak to kinsfolk
and friends and strangers with an emphasis of love and power which may
anger and inflame some, but will melt and save multitudes of others.

Holy and Eternal Spirit, fill us with Thyself, that our righteousness may
go forth as brightuess, and our salvation as a lamp that burneth ! Make us a
Church glorious in saving power! Amen!

CCMFORTING NATURE OF DIVINE THOUGIHTS.

In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.”—Ps. xciv. 19.

ITTLE boy once extracted much honey from the above passage.
He was only thirteen years of age; and he and a younger brother
of cleven were left orphans in Londou, their parvents being both
removed in one day by a malignant disease. Having an uncle in
Liverpool, they resolyed to go thither and cast themselves on his
clemency. They started-off on foot. It was a long and toilsome
journey. At length they reached the town of Warrenton, and
stopped at a lodging-house, footsore and weary, asking to be allowed to
remain there for the nizht. The keeper of the hiouse questioned them closely,
and examined the bundle of the clder boy, containing their little effects. He
found there a neat pocket-bible. To try the Loy he said, “You have no money,
and you are hungry : I will give you five shillings for that book.” “No,” said
the boy, “I could not do that” “Why not?” inquired the keeper of the
house. “Oht” said the little fellow, “that book was given to me in the
Sabbath school: it has taught me the way to Jesus.” To test him still further,
an offer of six shillings was made; but he refused, saying with tears, “ On my
way from London, many a time, when weary and ready to faint by the way, I
have taken out my Bible, and found, as the Psalmist expresses it: ‘In the
multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my soul’ I could
not part with that book, sir.” It was enough. He was well cared for that
night. The dear young soldier of Jesus, what a lesson does he teach us!
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‘ THOUGHTS ON TIME.

H Time! how awlul is thy flight,—
But, ah, more awful still,

A That I, wi th wings as swift as thee,

Q Must earth’s dec'u ing portals flee,—

a3 As heavy, dull, 'znd chill,
Ly % Ye draw the decper shades of night.
' * Time—like an cver mlling stream "—
Bears my trembling Darlc along ;
From the shores of carth receding;
Nearer, and neaver still approaching

The endless joys, or griel and woe,
Of that eternal world unseen.

Time rears its lasting monument
To shame, or glovy tine:
Its changes have in me beenr wronght,—
In heart, in mind, in deed, in thought !
With sterner brow the things I view
Which did of yore my heart content.

My soul, awake ! no laurel crown—
Which thy immertal brow
. Would deign to wear—this earth can twine!
: Leap, like & lion, from thy shrine;
The glittring mirage now
. Forsake, and dave to meet its frown,

Ere my mortal fiame pass to decay,
And dust to dust dissolve,

) My mission, Lord, I would fulfil,

t Perform Thy good and rightecous Will :

| While shining worlds revolve,

' Dare I be dark, or go astray !

Ah, Thou who in yon distant space
Those worlds like dew-drops strewed,

O by Thy wisdom mark my place,

Help me my Saviour’s s steps to trace,
And, by Thy Spirit, show

Me the work Thou would’st have me do.

A bubble may I never be
Upon the stream of Time;
No weak existent of an hour ;
No useless herb; but a bri ght, flower—
Planted by the Hand divine,—
Which wafts some fragrance back to Thee.—J, MANN.



The Righteous Dead.

R 7

MRS. ELIZA BICKLE.

IED, in the City of Mamilton, on the 22nd of August, 1873, Mus.
Eliza. Bickle, the beloved wife of Mr. Tristram Bickle. The
deceased was born in the City of Exeter, Englanl, on the 29th ot
April, 1795, gave her heart fully to God in the spring of 1822, and
in August of that year was married in the Lord and lived a happy
wedded life until her departure, when she fell asleep in Jesus at

the patriarchal age of seventy-cight years, three months, and twenty-three
days. In her own quiet and beautiful home, surrounded by loved ones who
ministered to her every want, the grey-haired servant of Cluist,—the wife, the
mother, the saint,—passed away calmly aud peacefully, without a ripple of
doubt or tremor of fear. Ileath was “swallowed up in vietory.” She lived
for more than fifty years, before the Chureh and before the world, & sincere
and devoted Christian. She had a child-like simplicity of nature, and was
utterly incapable of guile. Amiable of disposition, her heart was susceptible
of the warmest and tenderest attachments. To an eminent degree she pos-
sessed “ the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God
of great price.” The grace of God shone out i her uniform, consistent, self-
sacrificing life, and won for her the respect of all who knew her, and the loyal
and tender love of all in the home circle. She was a devoted wife, a tender
and faithful mother.

1n the days of her strength she was active in benevolent and Christian
work; but when her health was broken, and she was called to suffer her
heavenly Father's will, she accepted her lot with cheetful resignation. She
never murmured, and was always cheerful and thankful.  She loved God's
Word, and fed upon it with delight; and as her sight began to fail through
advancing years, a larger text of the Scriptures was furnished for her daily
reading. She loved God’s house, and felt it a great loss to be deprived of the
services of the sancinary. Secret prayer was her delight; and at night, when
unable to sleep through suflering, she would he often heurd engaged in ferveut
communion with God.

Many times during her years of aflliction she had been brought to the
very gates of death, but on the confines of the spirit-land she was always calm
and peacefnd, having no fear of death, and trusting with unshaken confidence
in Jesus her Redeemer.

In her last illuess, seized with paralysis, her speech was so affceted that
she could with difticulty be understood, yvet in answer to the questions of Le
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husband, as long as she was conscious, she signified her unshaken trust in the
mediation and promises of Christ, and her utmost resignation to the will of
God. Silently came the last messenger, and without a sigh, or groan, or
shadow, her freed spirit passed upward into light and glory, and the quiet
peace upon the countenance in death was but an index of the rest into which
her soul had entered.

Our Centenary Church is thus again bereaved of one of its most aged and
Ioved members. The pastors of former years will note with sorrow her depart-
ure, and will revert with melancholy interest to her kinduess, fidelity, and
devotion in bygone days.

Our dear father Bickle, who is still with us, and still sustains the import-
ant offices of local-preacher and class-leader, feels his loneliness and desolation;
but bis heart is soothed with the thought that the parting will be briet at
longest, the reunion will be for ever. The stricken houschold “ sorrow not as
those that are without hope,” for they know that their mother has swept up
triumphantly to companionship with the glorified members of the family who
ore already in heaven—H. JOHNSTON.

“I WILL FEAR NO EVIL, FOR THOU ART WITH ME”

i —

Y - N heavenly love abiding,

\" No change my heart shall fear,

% And safe is such confiding,

».  Yor nothing changes here.

The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid,

But God is round about ine,
And can I be dismayed ?

‘Wherever He may guide me,
No want shall turn me back;

My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing ean I lack.

His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim,

He knows the way He taketh,
And I wil] walk with Him.

Green pastures are before me,
Which yet I have not seen;
Bright skies will soon be o’ar me,
‘Where the dark clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure;
My path to life is free;
My Saviour has my freasure,
And He will walk with me.—A. L. WARIXG.



SELECTIONS.
“ABIDE IN ME.

«“That mystic Word of Thine, O sovereign Lord,

Is all too pure, too high, too deep for me;

Weary with striving, and with longing faint,

I breathe it back again in prayer to Thee:

Abide in me—o’ershadow by Thy love

Each half-formed purpose, and dark thought of
sin ;

Quench ere it rise each selfish, low desire,

Aund keep my soul, as Thine, calm and divine.

As some rare perfume in vase of clay

Pervades it with fragrance not its own—

So, when thou dwellest in a mortal soul,

All heaven's own s—zetness seems arcund it
thrown.

The soul alone, like a neglected harp,

Grows out of tune, and needs that Hand divine,

Dwell Thou within it, tune and touch the chord,

Till every note and string shall answer Thine.

Abdide tn me—there have been moments pure,

When I have seen Thy face and fult Thy power;

Then evil lost its grasp, and passion hushed

Owned the Divine enchantment of the hour,

These were but seasons beautiful and rave;

ABIDE in me—and they shall ever be ;

I pray Thee now fulfil my earnest prayer,

Come, and abide in me, and I in Thee.”

SIN IN THE HEART.

A LARGE oak-tree was recently felled
in the grove adjoining Avondale, near
tlie centre of which was found a small
nail, swrrounded by twenty-nine cor-
tical circles, the growth of as many
years. The sap in its annual dscents
and descents, had carried with it the
oxyd from the metal, till a space of
some three or four feet in length, and
four or five inches in diameter, was
completely blackened.

Is not this a striking illustration of
sin as it exists in the heart of many
sincere Christians? The nail did not
kill the tree, it did not prevent growth,
it did not destroy its form and beauty

Wiscellany,

—y———

to the eye of the casnal observer; but
year after year it was silently spread.
ing its influence in the interior «” the
tree. S0 after a believer has been
justified by faith in a crucified Saviour,
he is made conscious of inherent evil,
He may be sensible of pride, envy
ambition, worldly desires, imputicnee,
anger 2nd unbelief. Should he fail
to apply for deliverance in the all-
cleansing blood of Jesus, such inlierent
evils will remain, year after year,
corroding and corrupting the seat of
hiy affections and desives. His outward
profession mauy be steady and consistent,
His veligious life may be continued.
There may be growth in religious
knowledge, and increased fixedness in
religious habits. And yet sin, though

. hidden, may be percolating through his

thoughts, and at the end of thirty, forty,
or fifty years, he may still be sensible
that his natwre is not thorvoughly re-
newed.

Ts this indwelling evil a necessity ?
Can wo be saved from prepensities to
sin? Is entire purity of hewrt the
common privilege of God’s people? Let
us go to the Word of God for the
answer, David prayed, ¢ Create in me
a clean heat, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me.” Here observe
—it is the *“heart” and the “spirit”
which David prayed might be made
“clean” and “right.” Had this been
impossible he would not have songht it.
By the mouth of Ezckiel, Jehovah said,
“I will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shull be clean : a new heart also
will T give you, and a new spivit will I
put within you.” (Chap. xxxvi. 25, 26.
And St. John says, « The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (1 Jobn i. 7.) It is clear that
they who believe in Jesus as a full
Saviour are delivered from the interior
influence and existence of evil,

““ While at Thy cross T lie,
Jesus, Th{ grace bestow ;
Now Thy all-cleansing bleod apply,
And I am white as snow.,"”
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WHAT SHALL I DO TO BE
SAVED?

BY REV. THEO. L. CUYLER.

“ Mgy and brethren, what shall we do ?”
This was the eager question of a large
company of people at Jerusalem who
were “pricked to the heart.” Their
consciences were aroused under plain
preaching to them as sinners who had
¢ erucified and slain ” the Messiab.  They
JSelt keenly.  But tie Apostle Peter did
not stop to commend them for feeling so
tenderly, or to exhort them to deepen
their cmotions. He endeavored to Jift
the whole maiter of their salvation oub
of the vapory region of emotion, and to
base it on the solid ground of principle.

It is 2 sad mischief to thousands in
our congregations that they feel so much
and do so lutle.  They melt wnder
eleauent  preaching — perhaps  shed
tears.  (So they do over a pathetic
novel.)  Their consciences are touched.
They make good resolutions, and then
go home, and straightway forget what
manner of persons they have been.
This is a most dungerous and damaging
process. My friend, don’t you know
that to weep over sin, and then not to
quit the sin—to have a good feeling, and
not to carry it out into practice—docs
you 2 most serious harm? It is o wrong
upon the Holy Spirit, and a most tevrible
wrong {v yourself. Tt hardens your
heart most fearfully.  The most diflienls
persons in our congregations to deal with
are those cmotional prople who have
wept und resolved an hundred times, and
yeo have never lifted o finger to obey
Christ. I am afraid that theiv tears in
this world are but a prelude to bhitterer
tears in perdivion.  Hell is full of weep-
crs.  Lven Satan himself may be wrung
with intense and inconceivable anguish.
To is well 10 feel 5 nut it is not enough to
feel.  An omnce of faith is worth a ton
of feeling.

But what answer does Pueter make to
his awakened and anxious  auditors?
Doss he tell them that they have no
natnural ability to do their duty? Does
he address them as ¢ poor sinners,” more
to be pitied than to be biwmed?  Dovs
he ofler to pray for them, and thus lead
them to cling to his skirts, instead of
clinging to the Saviour? Does he urge
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them to take to good reading, or even to
come often and hear him preach the
Gospel? No, indeed !  All such inven-
tions and devices he leaves to modern
pretenders, and fulse guides in divinity,
flis anditors demanded to know what
they should do; and he gives them at
once a picee of work—of thorough work
for the heart and the daily life. e
know that sinners must ¢ work out their
own salvation,” eoven while God was
“working in them to will and to do of
his good pleasure.”

Peter’s answer to their question beging
with one short word, that flushes like a
sabre, and cuts like a sabre too: “ Re-
peST!”  “Oh! but,” they might say,
“we are penitent ; we feel sorely; we are
pierced to the heart.” Very true.  But
feeling keenly is not always repentance,
for it so then every inebriate would he
repentant ; no men sufler keener self-
loathing and miscery than does a druak-
ard while be is sober.  Repentance is an
infinitely deeper thing than sorrow, or
suflering, or dread of a wrath to come,
It is the taking a right view of sin as
sinful, and then guitting it. 1 look aga
glass of exhilarating drink which I hold
in my hand, and say to wmysclf: “That
is 2 poison. It hasan adder in it; it is
deatl!” and then I drop it in 1 moment.
This is a genuine repentance of the sin of
tippliug ; wnd it is the only kind of re-
pentance that can save an inebriate,
God's grace may be operating upon the
inebriate; but still he must renounce
the fatal cup of his own accord and for
himself.  The fuct that God’s Spirit
awakens repentance, and promotes ve-
pentance in a sinner’s heart, does mnot
alter one whit that other fact that ve-
pentance must be your own act. You
must  forsake your sins voluntarily.
There is no merit in « Tweed’s giving up
the practice of plundering when he has
no longer the power to plunder.  If you
only give up wrong-doing reluctantly,
and then hanker after your sinful prac-
tices again, that is not repentance.
Jvangelical vepentance implies change of
wind, clange of purpose, change of con-
duct. We repeat once more that it is a
taking of a right view of all sin o5
utterly wicked, sd then quitting it My
friend, have you done this? Then you
have pub your foot on the first round of
the Jadder that leads upward and heaven-
ward,
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(2.) Another vital point is uncondi-
tional submission to God. When a cer-
tain commander of a conquered fort
inquired of his conqueror on what terms
the fortress should be given up, the
memorable reply was: ¢ Unconditional
surrender.”  1f you are a sinner, then
your heart is a rebel fortress. It must
be yiclded to the Lord ; yiclded entively
and yielded without any conditivns on
your side. Do not stop to bargain with
God. Put in no sclish demands.  Saul
of Tarsus yielded up every point when
he cried out from the ground: * Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” An
intelligent woman, who had been in deep
distress for many weeks, finally said :
¢« Peace with God I know nothing about ;
but I kave donc quarreling with him. 1
am justly condemmed. I have resolved
to submit to God, and serve him, and do
all the good 1 can as long as I live; and
then go o hell as I deserve.”  Her
pastor quietly replied: “You will find
it hard work to get to hell in that way.”
He said no more. The frank, honest-
hearted woman soon found that her calm,
willing submission to God—Dher willing-
ness that God should reign, while she
putiently did her duty—was bringing
her abiding peace und strength. S~
beeame o strong, consisteut Christian.
Her will yielded to God’s will.  To know
the will of the Lord Jesus, and to do
in hisstrength, is the core of true religion.

LEspecially I entreat you not to demand
of God the ready pay of ** comfort ™ and
“joy.” Don’t stop to think about
happiness. A wounded soldier must not
espect any comfort until the bullet has
Leen  extracted.  When the festering
rifle-ball is out he will feel better and
get well.  So, when the festering sin
comes out of your heart, and all the
wicked enmity to God. you will find true
comfort; but not before. Do not be
selfishly greedy of enjoyment.  Paul was
perlectly content to suffer hunger, and
weariness, and prisons, and death for
Jesus' sake. He was not everlastingly
begging to be ** happy, happy, happy,”
like certain watery professors nowadays.
To do Christ’s will, and to save souls,
was his joy and crown. If Paul were
living to-day, I venture to say that he
would love those sweet lines of Aunw L.
Waring :

“ Lord! I would have my spirit filled

With grateful love to thee,

More careful not to serve Thee muceh,

But to please Lhee perfectly.
¢ There are briavs besetting every path,

That eall for patient eare;

There is « cross in every lot,
And an homrly need of prayer:

And a lowly heart that leans on Thee
Is happy anywchere.”

(3.) Peter did not stop with preaching
repentance of sin.  He pointed to Crrist,
and enjoined immediate confession of the
Lord Jesus. To quit sin and to follow
the Divine Saviour was the sum and
substance of the duty which Peter laid
upon those anxious inquirers. This, too,
is your duty. Begin at once to do the
first thing which Christ bids you. At
whatever point Christ is pressing you,
yield! Obey! When you yiceld even
one single point to please Christ the
change 18 begun.  'When you yield one
point from principle, you will he ready
to yield all.  To be willlng to trust on
Christ and to go with Christ, is to be a
couverted man or woman. When you
consent to obey Christ, and to do this at
all hazards, and cost what it will; you are
a Christian.  As to raptures and eestasies,
it will be time enough to look for them
when you get into heaven.

In these plain, practical counsels, I
have said nothing about prayer. For, if
you ave trying to do what the Ward of
God and the Holy Spirit command you,
it must inevitably lead you to pray fer-
vently; and, unless you actually do
what the Lord requires of you, all the
prayer in the universe cannot save your
soul.

DYING WORDS OF
WOMEN.

PIOUS

Dyive testimonies of rare beauty have
fallen from the lips of plous women,
and if less familinr than those of eminent
reformers and divines, they are not less
worthy as witnesses of tho power of
religion to impart spivitual comfort and
trimwph at the hour of dissolutivn.
Pious women, as well as worthy wmen,
have, near the heavenly portal, been
filled with exultation and trinmph—have
scen  transporting prospects irom the
Delectable Mountains, and have heard
the wmusic of celestinl harps, and the
ringing of celestinl bells,  They have
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walked in Beulah, leaning on the arm of
their Beloved, and their souls, amid the
wrecks of mortality, have beon freshened
and exhilarated by the fragrance and
glory of a heavenly atmosphere. Ob,
those rays of glory!" said Mis. Clark-
son, when dying.  “ My God, I come
flying to theo!” said Lady Alice Lucy.
Lady Hasiings said, « Oh, the greatness
of the g'ory that is revealed to me "

Beantifol is the expression of the
dying poetess, Mis, Hemans : 1 feel as
if T were sitting with Mary at the feet
of my Redeemer, hearing the music of
his voice, and learning of him to be meek
and lowly.” No poetry, she said, conld
express, nor imagination conceive, the
visions of blessedness that flitted across
her funcy, and made her waking hours
more delightful than those even that
were given to temporary repose.  Similar
was the experience of Mrs, Rowe.  She
said, with tears of joy, that she knew
not she had ever felt such happiness in
all her life. Hannah More's last words
were, “ Welcome, joy!”

“ Oh, sweet, sweeb dying 1" said Mus.
Talbot, of Reading. ¢«If this be dying,”
said Lady Glenorchy, “it is the pleasant-
est thing imaginable.” “Victory, victory,
through the blood of the Lamb!” said
Grace Bennet, one of the early Metho-
dists.  “ 1 shall go to my Father this
night,” said Lady Hwntingdon. The
dying injunction of the mother of Wesley
was, “Children, when I am gone, sing a
song of praise to God!”

THE LAST PRAYER MEETING.

“ AxD said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on_us, and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth upon the throne, wnd
from the wrath of the lamb.” Rav. vi.
16.

Somo prayer-meetings are dull, others
are animated. This one requives a
stronger term,—it will be dveadful.

1. Gousider the accasion.

Tt will be held on the judgment-day.
When the Judge is  descending—the
trumpet sounding—when the righteous
are being separated from the wicked—
when the Judge is saying to those on the
left hand, * depart,” and they ave filled
with indeseribable tevror; just at this
time the prayer meeting will be held.

2. This prayer-meeting will be well
attended.

Some prayer-meetings are not well
attended. Many persons are careless in
reference to these social exercises of
religion. But a great multitude, that 1o
man can number, will attend the last
prayer-meeting.  Sinners of all ages,
nations, and classes, will be there. The
moral and amiable, as well as the openly
vicious, and also Church members, will
be in that accursed throng.

3. There will be no want of emotion in
that prayer-meeting.

Some people are very much annoyed
with religions emotion here, but all will
be excited there. Some prayer-meotings
are cold and formal, but there will be no
formality there.

Think of the circumstances—their
future prospects. Think of their prayers,
It is a shriek of agony. It is uot ad-
dressed to God. This shows that they
have no hope of merey. It is the death-
knell of hope. Their agony is the
realization of the fuct, that ¢ the harvest
ig past, and the summer is ended, and
they ave not saved.” They pray to be
crushed out of existence, O, what
emotions!

4. The prayer is not answered. The
high mountains and ragged rocks stand
motionless and sullen in their silence.
There can be no annihilation there. The
heavens roll together as a scroll—the
earth is wrapped in a winding sheet of
flame—the mountains and rocks are
melting in the fervent heat of that awful
day. Hoell opens its mouth. The pray-
ing multitude must descend into the
land of darkness. Oh, what a scene!

“ Depart, lost soul, thy tears to weep,
Thy never-dying tears,
To sigh the never-dying sigh,
To send up the unheeded cry
Into the unresponding sky,
Whose silence mocks thy 4ears."

Such is the conclusion of the prayer-
meeting.  No hymmns of praise—no
thanksgiving—no bencdiction. Just one
shrick shall ring out to the mountains
and rocks, and the despaiving multitude
shall sink into cternity’s night.

Sinuer, thou hadst better do thy pray-
ing now than to join that wretched
praying band on that dveadful day.—
M. 11 Jowrnal.




OUR LOVEFEAST.

HENRY VARLEY'S TESTIMONY.

For many years I have known the
Lord, and “my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour.” The precious blood
of Jesus has made me nigh to God, and
it sums up in atonement, cleansing,
redemption, and life, all that the great
love of God could bestow.

Believing His Word, I have rested
for many years in the peace of personal
salvation. I may add to this that I
have been much used of Him in preach-
ing the Gospel, and have helped to
strengthen His people by the testimony
of His Word and the silent power of a
consecrated life. Nevertheless, T must
acknowledge that 1 have been conscious
of an experience precisely similar to that
of Israel in the wilderness—here an
oasis, there a tract of sand; here
fountains of water, there parched places;
Rere success, there failure; here joy,
thore sorrow ; here the spirit of prayer,
there prayerlessness; heve deep sympathy
with souls, and there barrenness; here
filled with love, and there cold ; here at
rest, and there peevish and irritable.

A few weeks since the Lord graciously
brought me in contact with dear Pearsall
Smith. After some converse as brethren
in Christ, he asked me, “ Is that promise
fulfilled in your life, ¢ Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on thee, because he trusted in
thee,” (Isa. xxvi. 3); and again, ¢ Be
careful for nothing ; but in everything,
by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be mide known
unto God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. (Phil. iv. 7); and, once more,
Clist says, ¢ These things have 1 spoken
unto you, that my jov might remain in
you, and that yowr joy might be j%ll’
(John xv. 11)1 Now, during the past
week, have you had absence of cave, un-
broken peace, and fulness of joy 27

I answered; “ No, I have not.”

I pray that his answer may be carefully
considered.

“Tuere 1S A 6AusB.  God is ublo to
fultil his promises in the experience of
his children ; and, mark you, these avo
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only a few out of hundreds of such pro-
mises.”

I was startled. I had never been
asked such questions in my life before.
I had never heard these matters preached
about as faces of constant realization. I
was painfully conscious that I had known
very much care and anxiety; that my
peace was intermittent, and much of my
life joyless. With no little concern I
asked, ¢ Can this be altered?”

My brother’s reply was, * For nearly
six years my communion with God has
been almost uninterrupted. I donot say
I have not known failure, but in the very
first moment of its consciousness I have
been restored. My life in the midst of
business, as one of the heads of a very
large manufacturing and commercial
establishment, has been continuous joy
in Ged, and is so at this moment. Oh!
the sweetuess, the blessedness, of this
fulness of joy and peace! Aud the Lord
has increased my service for Him fully
every moment.”

I saw yplainly enough that such an
experience—~the realised power of an in-
dwelling Christ—must be (to use a
mechanical figure) like exchanging hand-
power for steam, and I longed for the
unhindered flow of these living waters.

Truthfully 1 can say that the Spirit of
the Lord brought to my mind scores of
Divine promises in those precious hours.
Like beams of light, they waited till my
understanding grappled with one simple,
intelligent proposition, and now they fill
the vision of my soul. How strange
that for years I had never seen the fol-
lowing! But I had not, and therefore I
the more readily make it known :—When
I was secking puace with God, more than
twenty years since, the words, ¢ The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin,” and * He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life,” gave
me rest. 1 well remember how I wished
to feel that I was saved; but salvation
came when I returned from my feclings
to trust the love and grace of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. This simple
principle of faith in God I failed to
apply to His promises for all earthly
needs, for peace, for joy, for love, for
strength in service, in suffering—indeed,
for everying which could be or happen.
Hence, instead of faith being superior to
circumstances and experience, circum,
stances hiudered me; and expericne
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turning in upon self again and again
brought me into bondage; and, as a
result, unbelief prevailed. I now saw
very plainly that it must be a constant
re-application of trust in the promises—
like Abraham, who “staggered not at
the promise of God throngh unbelief, but
was strong in {aith, giving glory to God.”
Hundreds of prowmises which stud the
firmament of the Divine Word have
been to me distant, beautiful, and fajr—
brilliant as the rainbow, and often as

transient. Now they aremine. I believe
them because my Father says so.  Ours
is the believing,  Ilhis the fulfilling.  And

verily # there are given to us exceeding
great and precious promises, that by
these ye might be partakers of the Divine
nature, having escaped the corrnption
that iy n tho world through lust.”
Through faith T harve obtained promiscs,
and wy soul is filled out of Mis fulness.
“The melou\ of God is not meat and
dunk, lmt righteousness, and peace, and
Jjoy in the ]Ioly Ghost.”

1 did not waiv until T felt that I was
filled. T believed, and faith met the
resources of the e.\'alted Christ, and from
His fulness I rveceived to overflowing.
Oh, blessed Lord! how can I enough
praise Thee? O magnify the Lord
with me, and let ug exalt Ilis name
together.”  If theexereise of faith in two
or three of God’s promises be so blessed,
what must be the unutterable joy of those
who know really * that ALy the promises
of God arec in Him yes, and in Him
Amen (so be it), unto the glory of God
by us”? (2 Cor. i. 20.)

So decp s0 impetuous was the flow of
love, joy, and weace, that I understand
now what Peter says—*In whom, though
now ve scec Him not, yet believing, ye
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.” (1 Pet. i. 8).

Tt may be asked, “Did you reach any
crisis in your experviencel” Yes. In
considering that word in 2 Tim. ii. 2 ,
23, concerning the great house, with
vessels to lmuor aud dxshonov, and the
searching addition, “If a man therefore
purge hmself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honor, sanctified and mect
for the Master's use preparved unto every
good work.  Flee also youthful lusts, but
follow righteousness, faith, love, peace,
with them that call on the Lord out of
a pure heart”—1I saw that the responsi-
bility of the purging was mine, and, iz
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the strength of the Lord, I then and theye
gave up any and all doubtful thingg
(clunrr% not of fuith), to walk, at any cost,
according to Divine rule, as in Pull’
case — And herein do I exercise myself,
to have alwwys @ conscience void of o{]z»nce
toward God and men ” (Acts xxiv. 16);
and, further, not to be afraid to confess
the failure of the j ast, or to save myself
from the opposition of many. hide my
testimony to His praise in this fulness of
blessing; and entirely to surrender my.
self to ]Inn, that His grace might flow
unhindered into every p.n-t of my Leing.
And, more than all besides, because .lt
the root of all, to abhor the sin of un-
belief, to hate it, never to think of it as
misfortune or infirmity, but a black,
horrid sin, durk as adultery or mur der.
I saw how it could limit the Ioly One
of Tsracl, how it cansed Istael to murmuy,
and Zested them (marginal reading) to
forget God, even on the banks of the Red
Sea; how it led them to lust, to be
tdolaters, to despise the pleasant land, to
loathe the light bread, until of a re
deewaed people God said, *J sware in MMy
wrath that they should not enter into My
rest. Their cavcasesfell in the wilderness,
and only two of all their number (the
men who believed God, and followed him
fully) enter into tho land.

Such is unbelicf; and well may the
Holy Ghost say by Paul, #To whom
sware Ie that they should not euter into
His rest, but to thent that believed not?
So we see they could not enter in because
of unbelief. Let us, thevefore, fear, Jest
a promise being lefs us of entering into
His rest, any of you should seem to como
short of it. Tor unto us was the Gospel
preached, as well as unto them; but the
word preached did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in them that
heard.” (Heb.aii 185 iv. 1, 2).

I solemnly say, the Lovd helping we,
I will not limit the Holy Onge, but do
survender all T have and am, that His
mighty graco may tlow unhindered into
my ln.m" I long to say fully—I do say
it in p ut—“vamw accmdm" to His
working, which worketh in me mwhtxly
{(Col. i. 29).

The blessing was reached on my knees
at midnighton the Saturday following my
inferview with My, Swith, when, after
carnest prayer, confession, and surrender,
I believed, according to the word, that T
was cleansed (1 Jobn i 7), that I bad
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fulness of joy, all need supplied, my body
the temple of the living God—I was
filled with peace ; and 1 had the promise,
«God is able to make all grace abound
toward you, that ye, alwavs having all
suficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work.” (2 Cor. ix. 8). 1 fell
asleep, believing that I shonld awake in
the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel
of Christ; and never shall I forget the
joy of that day. It was the Sabbath
indeed, and 20 burden carried, according
to His word. Since then God has ful-
filled in wme His promise, and I have
found His grace springing up continu-
ally ; indeed, often like an impetuous
current, and, again, as the deep and quict
stream, calm and settled.  His peace has
been ntine and wiue has been in harmony
with His word—peace as a river. 1 can
well understand that man of God, M.
Fletcher, when he asked the Loxd to stay
his hund in the bestowment of His grace.
I do not think I conld have borne it con-
tinwously ; it was a little taste of His
fulness.  Spealk I must; preach, I could
not help myself. I was as a vessel that
must have vent, DMy happy soul vested
in His love, and bounded as & young havt
on the mountains of' Bether.

I went and told my people. Some
wondered, some rejoiced and shaved the
blessing.  TFor myself, I could ouly do as
the Samaritan in Luke xviii. 15, who,
“when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, and with a loud voice glorified God,
and fell down on his face at Jesus’ feet,
giving Him thanks.”

Again, it may be asked, “Have you
any new views?” No; the old truth
firmly believed; thatisall.  The promises
not a Jistant, beautiful theory, but re-
alised. The Psalmist says, ©My help
cometh from the Lord, who made heaven
and earth ;” and as I Jook at yonder sun,

and remember that the living God has
filled it with light without a moment's
intermission for six thousand years, I am
sure that it must be a vexy casy thing
for Him to supply all 2y need, and I am
- happy in His power, grace, and love from
morning to mnight. I see plainly that
faith is superior to «ll circumstances, and
I begin to know something of the deep
meaning of Chuist’s words, “If the Son
thereforo shall make you free, ye shall be
frec indeed.” And again, *Ye shail
know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” I am feeding on promises

317

from morning to night, and real meat
they ave.  Hewkening diligently to His
voice, my soul rejoiceth in futness. 16
is a blessed life, this life of faith on the
Son of God.

I am not troubled about the future,
and L have given up the expectation of
being wayward, and falling into sin.
Watching and praying, T expect to be
held up, and not suflered to fall, because
He snys, “He is able to keep us from
falling,” and “‘greater is He thut is on
our part than all that are against us.”
And again, ¢ lle that abideth in Him
sinneth not” I make no comment on
these words—they speak the mind of our
blessed Lord.

It would be a melancholy mistake
should any suppose that I think a sort
of climax has been reached. I regard
holiness as progressive even unto heaven.
I anticipate very much more progress
now that unbelief is broken and laid
aside. To use the language of another,
“The Lord is indeed unto me a place of
Lroad rivers and streams; and, by His
grace, no galley, with cmrs of human
effort, or gallant ship of man’s devising,
shall pass thereby, but the Lord shatl
have His good pleasure in carrying me
onw:rd on the bosom of His own tideless
love. 1t is so deligbtfal to feel no plank
of unbelief between the soul and Jesus’
measureless love, and trusting that hence-
forth it shall ever be so. It cevtuinly is
heaven on the way to heaven. “The
Jjust shall live by his faith.” (Rom.i. 17;
Gal. ii. 20; Heb. x. 38).

I am very much struck Ly the
hungering I have for the word of the
Lord. Truly it is not living by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God shall man live.
As for the word itself, it wants all reading
over again.

Somo of God’s children have known
the joy of the Lord as their strength ever
since their conversion, but many thoun-
sands have not, and to these I speak, and
long that they may have the same fulness
of joy.

I verily believe, if I had shrunk from
believing this, my soul had dwelt still in
straitness. I have scen not a few already
hindered because of the fear of man.
For myself, I can onl y say, “ Comeand
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will t.ll
you what He hath done for my soul.

Hexry VarLey



—

A TETER

N
a
]
1

P U

Cditor's Lovtfolio,

D e’ # emtammann

THE LORD'S PRAYEHR.

Tui Lord's Prayer is often used with irreverent
manner, and prayerless tone. After praying
extempore, with solemnity and earnestness,
ministers frequently repeit the beautiful and
expressive words of Jesus Christin a monotonous,
rapid, and careless style. The following anee-
dote may help to correct the objectionable
habit :

On one occasion, the popular tragedian
Booth and several friends were invited to dine
in Baltimore with aun old gentleman of dis-
tinguished kindness, urbanity, and piety. The
host, theugh disapproving of theatres and
theatre-going, had heard so much of Booth's
remarkable powers that curiosity to sce the
nman overcame all his seruples and prejudices.
When the company, after the entertainment,
were reseated in the drawing-room, some onc
requested Booth, asa particular favor, which all
present would doubtless appreciate, to read
aloud the Lord's Prayer. Booth expressed his
willingness to atford them this gratification, and
all eyes were turned expectantly upon him.
Booth arose, slowly and reverently, from his
chair—it was wonderful to watch the play of
emotions that convulsed his countenance ;—he
became deadly pale, and his eyes, turned
trembling upward, were wet with tears. As yot
Lie had not spoken ; the silence could be felt ;
it became absolutely painful, until at last the
spell was broken, as by an electric shock, when
his rich-toned voice, from white lips, syllubled
forth : “Qur Father, which art in heaven,”
&ec., with a pathos and solemnity that thrilled
the hearers. He finished. The silence con-
tinued 3 not a voice was heard ; not a muscle
moved in his rapt audience, until, fiom a re-
mote corner of the room, a subdued sob was
heard ; and the old gentleman, their host,
stepped forward, with streaming cyes, and
tottering frame, and scized Booth by the hand
saying, in broken accents, “Sir, you have
afforded me @ pleasure, for which my whole
future life shall feel grateful. I aman old man,
and cvery day fzom my boyhood to the present

time I thought I had repeated the Lord’s
Prayer, but I never heard it before—never.”
Booth replied, “You are right! To read that
prayer, as it should be read, has cost me the
severest study and labor for thirty years, and 1
am yet far from being satisfied with my reading
of that wonderful production. Hardly one per-
son in ten thousand can comprehend how much
beauty, tenderness, and grandeur can be con-
densed in a space so small, and in words so
simple.  That prayer of itself sufficiently
illustrates the truth of the Bible, and stamps
upon it the seal of Divinity.” So great was the
effect produced, that conversation was sustained
but a short time longer in subdued monosyl-
lables, and then almost entirely ceased. Soon
after, at an early hour, the company brokeup,
and retired to their several homes with sad faces
and full hearts.

Brethren, let us not say, but pray the Lord's
prayer ; thus we shall excitein the hearts of all
who hear us deeper sympathy with its compre-
hensive petitions, and obtain of your Heavenly
Father abundant spivitual blessings, ¢ according
to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ."—P.J.W.

ATONEMENT AND REDEMP-
TION.

Tne atonement was universal ; redemption is
limited. Christ died for all; but, as a fact,
only some are redeemed. The atonement is the
means, redemption is the end. Without the
atonement there could have been no redemption ;
but without redemption there is still the atone-
ment.

The atonement was the act of one Being;
redemption involves the agencies of many. In
offering the atonement, Christ trod the winepress
alone; in effecting redemption, the subject
works, teachers work, angels work, the Spirit
works. The atonement came without man’s
seeking—the world never asked for-it; but re-
demption never comes without.the earnest seck-
ing of the individual.
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The atonement was an event that took place
wonce for all,” on one spot, at one period,—on
Calvary, righteen hundred years ago ; redemp-
tion is constantly oceurring in all parts of the
carth, and in all periods of time.—A. B,

DO YOU WANT SALVATION?

TyeN remember that acceptance with God, for-
giveness of sins, present justification frem all
things, is not to be had by all the doing, striv-
ing, or feeling of any man: Salvation is in
Christ ; Peace only through his precious blood.
He did all the doing and suftering needed.

Christ is now risen from the dead ; there is a
glorified man in heaven. Once he hung upon
the cross—for sins not his own, but yowrs!
Drop your deadly doings, and deadly self, at his
feet. IIe answered for thy sin, in the very
nature, too, in which sin was committed. His
priceless blood perfectly finished the atoning
work in all its relations to a perfect life. The
Father accepted the sacrifice made on Calvary
for thy sins; and now this Saviour, exalted to
the right hund of God. from that very throne
of glory and exaltation, offers thee a present,
Jull, and perfect salvation. He offers it without
money and without price. Accept it as a free
gift. The gift is only to “‘him who worketh
si0f, buee believeth on Him "—Him ““who justi-
fieth the ungodly.”

He can perfectly save thee from besetting sin ;
that sin that is always in thy way, hindering
thy usctulness, obstructing thy pr-gress, trip-
ping thee in the race, disgracing thee in the
sight of God and man. e can deliver—save
thee from that, and every other. When?
Now! His prayer for thee is, ““ Deliver him
from going down into the pit: I have found o
ransom.” Believe in Hiom ; look to Him ; trust
Him to do as He has said ; obey Him !

THE VALUE OF TIME,

RecroxixG three hundred and thirteen work-
ing duys in a year; eight working howrs to
each day :—

d. h. m
5 minutes. ) L 2 &5
1, eﬁZIS\t«;: 4 10
20 Y41 0 2
0, | a year ‘ 19 4 30
60 , (3% 1 0

Take care of the minutes, they are responsi-
bilities for which account will have to be
rendered.
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CHRIST OUR SALVATION.

REMEMBER, it is not thy hold of Christ that
saves thee; it is Christ: it is not thy joy in
Chirist that saves thee; it is Chnst: it is not
thy faith in Christ, though that is the instru.
ment; it is Christ’s blood and merit. There
fore, look not so much to thy hand, with which
thou art grasping Christ, as to Cluist ; look not
to thy hope, but to Jesus, the source of thy
hope ; look not to thy faith, but to Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of thy faith. We shall
never find happiness by looking at our prayers,
our doings, orour feelings: it is what Jesus is,
not what we are, that gives rest to our souls,
If we would at once overcome Satan, and have
peace with God, it must e by ““looking unto
Jesus.”  Let not thy hopes or fears come be-
tween thee and Jesus: follow hard after him,
and he will never fail thee.

TO OUR READERS.

#5" On account of sickness, the Editor begs to
apologise to the readers of Larnest Cheistivnity
for the lateness of this issue.

BASKET OF FRAGMENTS.

Tui poles for the telegraph wires may be
properly set, and the wires be stretched over
mountuin and valley, hill and plain, or the
cable be laid down in the ocean’s depths, and
yet no message be borne over them for ever.
But let the battery be attached, let the electrie
current be brought to bear upon these wires,
end messages will be flashed with lightning
speed over all the land, down thaough the coral
coLins of the sea, until the whole world is
brought into almost instantancous communica-
tion. So now let the connection be formed be-
tween the Eternal Spirit and the machinery of
the Church, and the whole will be set in
motion, and messages of merey and of salvation
will be Lorne over all lands, and over all seas,
—Lewis R. Duxx,

Tux philosopher’s stone has been found by
Chrisvians only. Christ Jesus is the true
philosopher's stone—the stone that turns our
afflictions into joys. Let us have but Christ,
and he will sanetafy all our afflictions, and make
them light.—Baxrer,

¢« Meet it is, an.d just, and right,
Thut we should be wholly thine ;
In thy only will delight,
In thy blessed service join.”

AMoxg the brotherhood I am but a child;
yet it sometimes seems to me I coukl whisper
cven in the ears of greater men, a more excel-
lent way. Wesley tells it; the Bible tells it.
Let every Methodist minister get, keep, preach
full salvation. God would scal His sanctifying

Word.—Zkomas Collins,
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“WHITER THAN SNOW."

* Words by Jas. Nlcnomov] [Music by W, G. Fiscner,
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Dear Jesus, let nothing unholy remain, Dear Jesus, thou see’st I patiently wait ;
App]) thine own blood, and extract every stain; | Come now, and within me a new heart create,
To get this blest washing I all things forego, To those who have songht thee thou never saidst
Now, wash me, and 1 shatl be whiter than snow. No,—
Chorus—* Whiter than snow,” &c. Now, wash me, and T shall be whiter th'm SNOW.
Chorus—** Whiter than snew,” &e,
3.
Dear Jesus, come down from thy throne in the 5.
skies, Dear Jesus, for this I most humbly entreat ;
And h--]p me to make a complete sacrifice ; I wait, blessed Lord, at thy crucified feet,
1 give up myself, and whatever I know— By faith, for my clunsnw I see thy blood flow—
Now, wash me, :md 1 shall be whiter than snow. | Now, wash me, and I shall be whiter than suow.
Chorus—* Whiter than snow,” &c. Chorus—*¢ Whiter than suow,"” &c,

6.

The blessing by faith I receave from above;

0 glory! my soul is made perfect in love;

My prayer has prevailed, and this moment I know
The blood is applied—) am wkiter than snow.,

C’Iu)rus—thter than snow, yes, whiter than snow ;
Dear Jesus, thy blond makes me whiter than snow,



