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The Tariff Issue Gone.

IT is manifest that what has been known

as the tariff question in Canada, thar is
the issue betweun a mouderately high tar-
iff and a low one, between free trade and
protection, or even between tariff for
revenue only and moderate protection, has
almost disappeared from the political
arena. The Montreal Witness comment-
ing on a cabled statement from Capada to
England that no paperfexcept the Witness
has any objection to the protectionist po-
licy of the Laurier government, states
that although the correspondent’s investi-
gation was not exhaustive by any means
still the statement Jwas, broadly speaking
true, so far as the Canada east ot Lake
Superior is concerned. The attempt of the
Witness to explain this is not Very success-
ful. The real explanation is not an in-
sinuation against the integrity of the Ca-
nadian press but the open fact that the is-
8ue has disappeared from the minds of {he
people and the daily and weeklypress print
what the people are doing and what the
ipeople are saying, and if the people are
not objecting to the tariff policy of the
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Laurier gvoernment it would be a4 waste
of time for the newspaper., which are
printed for the people, to atiempt to force
a discussion in which the people are ap-
parently not interested. Somehow or
other the general public have accepted a
tariff whose maximuom duty is 85 per cent,
and whose average on datiable goods runs
between 20 and 25 per cent.

The activity of -a very strong and ably
led Opposition for the 15 years preceding
1806 stirred the people up over. the tariff
question and to cap the campaign Canada
endured a period of severe depression in
the first half of the nineties, and so the
tariff came to he a pretty live issue. But
that can’t be done ver again in our gene-
ration, and particularly with the present
Opposition pledged to increase rather than
decrease the duties.

The present government has euormously
incroased the internal taxes collected by
the Department of Inland kevenue, but
O person seews to chject” very londly and
ths Montreal Witness itself is no donbt
rather in favor of the ircreased taxes.




The Latest Failure,

HE followiug article is taken from the
editorial columns of the Manitoba
Free I’ress:—

""Among the various ! legislative experi-
ments that have been resorted oto in vari-
ous lands to solve the liquor traffic prob-
lem, the dispensary system of South Caro-
lina has held a conspicaous place. It has
been in force for thirteen years. It is a
system which abolishes the license and all
rimilar systems commonly in use and sub
stitutes state monopoly. L clities ale
privilege to have entire probibitiop of the
tr.%e if they choose,but a decision Against
prohibition 1nvolves the introdnction of
state saloons or dispensaries These are in
charge of salaried officials having no inte-
rest in extending the traffic. Drioking
on the premises is not allowed. Sales must
be made in spirits of not less than half a
pint, and in malt liquors of not less-than
& pint.  The dispensaries are open only in
the daytime and on week days. Sales to
wivors and intemperate persons are pro
hibited. A State Dispensary Board Luys
all liquors and  distribotes the sama to
the dispensaries—1hus making it possible
to waintain  strict #cconnting

It was the bope of the prowoters of the
Soath Carclina digpensary sy-tem that it
would drive liguor selling out of polit es,
reduce the evils of intewperance to a mini
mum and free the traffic geunerally of poli
tical scandal and social dewornlization.

But a legislative sinvestigatio n pow going ,

01 reveals the fact that the rystem is  ho-
neycombed with graft, thar ilicit selling
is quite general and that widespread dis-
satisfaction with the system exists, These

disclosures afford one more prouf of the

MWhich certainly is not lacking in

wisdom of the statesmin who declared that
it is impossible tosay how any  legislative
experiment will work out. So wuch de-
Pouds upon the human factors working it
out,. The South Carolina system may be
descrived as being akin in principle to.
public ownership in the elimination of pri-
vate profit. Bat to iauke such a system
thovough aud consistent, South Cerrolina
would uave to ko into the manufactare as
well as the sale of liquors, and prohibit
purchases from outside the state. The
latter is beyond the power of any of Jthe
commonwealths which make up the Unit

ed States. As a matter of fact the chief
source of the corruption which is now
being investigated is the sharp competi

tion of distillers and brewers within and
without South Curolina, to gain the nat-
ronage of the State Dispensary B rd.
OUne member of the Boird has testifed that
the representative of a Baltimore concern
proposed to make it worth his while to the
extent of $30,000 to nse Lis ioflence on the
Board in favor of the Baltimore con ern’s
gnods, The competing dealers appear to
have exerted a dem ralizing influence up

on state officials from the Dispensa.y Board
down throngh the whole system, to the
ofticials in charge of (he dispensarie-, (he
Intter being bribed to push the sales of cer

tain brands of liquors und r- quisition the
Board for tho-e brauds, The failmie of
the system is set forth by ex Senator Me-
Laurin of South Caroliva, in langnage
vigor,

He declar s that the people of that stute
“‘have at last bien aroused ti i r.cogni-

tion of tha fact that the sale of lignor by
the state is inimincl to the spirit and
genius of gur political institutiins snb-




versive of th» order and peace of society,
demoralizing injte effects, and ins reeding
A generation of politicalcowar g ram®suck-
ers, drunkards and criminals " He wsays
that the state dispensaries have become s
huge political machine '’ and proceeds:
"“Those who have watched the politics
of this state for the last ten years are hlind
indeed who deny its existence During
this period no man ~ ald aspire to office
With any hope of success and oppose the
dispensary system.  During this period
no legislation which seewed inimical to
the officers of the dispensary system o nld
be secured. It is only by breaking down
the dispensary system that this politieal
muchine can  be de-troyed and T hope
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that the sober and thinking people of the
state will rise in ther might and destroy
both

It was to break down the dominaton of its
state politics by a liqu.r ring that Soath
Carolina abolished the license system, and
now the abolition of the dispensary sys
tem s declared to be ne“essary for the
“awe parpose. The advocates of the dis
pensary system contend that the dishon-
esty of officials entrosted with its admin-
istration does not furnish just ground for
condemnaticn of the Ssystem as a system.
Its opponents take the ground that it must
be judged according to its we rkings under
the test of actual operation

Terreac at Quebec from which the view charme all tourists
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OME criticism js heard in private as

to the remarks of the Governor-Gege-

ral addressed to the two lacrosse tess
when they lined ‘up to play a match before
a large crowd of Spectators which included
some sailors from the British fleet, and
there was either expressed or implied the
idea that because of the presence of the
sailors the players should be on their gooq
behavior and Play a clean game, 8
much namby pamby comment has appeareq
in the press on this incident ,that j¢ will
G0 no harm for one Paper at least t, voice
the resentment of <Canudian Athletes apg
their admirers that i+ jg necessary for any
person in high place to prefer such g re
quest or to give so called advice. Whep
YOor put 24 men with sticks in their hangs
on a small field anq ask thew to g0 up
against each other with swiftness and with
force, to play a game to Win, it is altoge-
ther likely that SOme person’s stick wi)y
sometimes light on some person’s head and
that a man wij) use the strength of his
body to try and overcome the strength of
bis opponent, No PErson  expects thug
before a player rushes t, check another
player he will stop avd ask the other fe].
low’s pardon for trying to take the bail
rudely away from him, Even in Englana
football pluyers are sometimes gy seriously
injared on the tield as to have to be con-
veyed to a hospital, Probably no where
else in the worlq c0uld 24 young men striv-
ing together to win a ¢)veted Wvictory play
with sticks in their hands for two hours
in an atmosphere of keen exciteinent and

emerge such goed friends and with so faw
friaries as in Canada, and it muost be
bores in mind that most of tne injuries are
of a trivial character. It is the releree that
puiiishes rough play and it wag scarcely
necessary for g public utterauce to reflect
as it certainly did reflect on the capacity
and the custom of Canadian athietes to
play lacrosse, the national game, in a clean
and fair manner,

THE visit to Toronto of Prince Louis
and some of the ofticers and wen of
the naval squadron was marrea by the only
unfortunate incident of their wonths so-
Jjourn with yus, Balieving themselves to
be the guests of the Toronto Exhibition
Association the officers were taken by sur-
prise when presented by the King Edward
hotel with their board bills. Their hag
Bage was detained for the debt ontil a
gentiemau from Ottawa, bearing of the
affair, put up the money in the hands of
the hotel People. A mistake of this kind
should uot have been allowed to ocear,

LURD GREY, the (inwrnurlieuerul,

is to be congratulated on the speech
he made in opening the Summer carniva)
in Sydney in the province of Nova Seotia,
He expressed his dislike at sending letters
to Great Britgin by way of New York, and
added an €xpression of some surprise that
this shouid be necessary wen Nature had
endowed ony own conntry with such mag
nificent harbors sitnated mpep closer to
Gireat Britain than is New York. A really
fast service can be establisheq between the
United Kingdom ang & barbor in Noya
Scotia if that barbor wag chosen not for
political but for economic reasons, We are
glad to see that the daily press throughout
tue country reported Hig Exvellency‘n re-
marks on this subject ag they cannot fail
to bend publie sentiment in the right di-
rection,

THE Treaty of Portsmounth antlhlishing

peace between Japan and Russia was
signed by the envoys of each country op
Tuesday, September 5 The terms of the

treaty are saiq to be Unpopular in Japan,
that the waiving
is resented by the people

which probably means
o indomuity




EVENTS.

who bave to pay the shut for the cost of
the war and who have to take care of
their wounded and maimed. Al he same,
the world's verdict is that Japan acted
wisely in taking all ‘hat she went to war
about and considerably more, and resting
on her laurels at a time when her | .estige
had grown so great in the eyes of all civil-
ized wankind. There is not much doubt
that when the treaty of alliance batween
Great Britain and Japan comes up for re-
newal u year and a half from now, it
will be renewed and perhaps extended in
its scope

HE first premier of the
of Saskutchesan tarns
anticipated, Mr, Walter Scott,
in the House of Commons for West Assini
boia

new province
out to be, as
the member

He is a young man whuse rapid rise

Hon. Walter Scott

in public life and territorial affairs stamps
him as Possessing capecity and the several
qualifications which go to make for suc-
cess. He has built up a publishing busi-
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ness in two Northwest towns *and is un-
doubtedly now the foremost man in the
West in the public eye. He bas a wide
sequaintance with the people of Outario,
Manitoba, and the new provinces of Sas-
katchewan anod Alberta and may be said to
nave an intimate acqo.intance with the
conditions under which the people of these
new provianees subsist and thrive, In poli-
tics he is a Literal and will form his gov-
ernment ou Liberal lines and appeal to the
return Liberal candidates in
support of the new administration. At
the time of writing, his colleagues “have
not been annonnced and eves the number
which will compose the new cabinet is not

electors to

known. After Mr. Scott has formed his
government he will have the balance of the
year in which to prepare for and hold
elections for the first legislature, which

is to consist of 80 members

B\' A computation the census bureaulof

Canada makes out the present popula-
tion of the Dominionjto be a little over 6,-
These Zguesses are not® of much
value judging by the records of the wpast

000, 000,

KL\'H EDWARD congratulated Presi-

lent, Roossvelt on the prominent part
he had taken in bringing Jabout Jnegotia-
tions which resulted in peace between
Russia and Japan. Next time that King
Edward assists in vringing about the close
of a war, as he did in the case of South
Africa, it will be up to the President of
the United States to cable congratulations.
There is ncthing like & good example, and
there is no crowned head in Europe who
does the right thing at the right moment
just 8o well as King Edward. His cable-
gram to the Canadian people congratulat-
ing them on the birth of two new mem-
bers of Confederation was a fine example
of this. Possibly he was reminded and
advised of this, but it is only a monarch
who desires to be reminded of occasions
where he can render a useful service that
is well served by his advisers,
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N its issue of the 7th inst, the Ottawa ot at all blay 81ble for not knuwxug the
Citizen editorially states that the report  facts, ag they nie very efficiently conceal
of the isolation hu:pitn'in('Ital\\'|t~lm\\~ that ed by the minvug-ment of the isolation
ther e are atpresent only six cases there,and . hospital SAnd whre there 14 concealment
these six are only mild cases of scarleting there s wiswanagement and cause of
Sowe person shoald tell ‘e Citizen thet complaint, The people  and press  know

scarletina is merely theLatin word lor seay wore of the Sumwoan Islunds than ci this
let fever, and that mild ,-d\-,.\: of :.‘ arlet hospital bich whatever improvement it
fever are Just as  highly o mtagious and  bas effieted, shonld bs barned down and

as full of “after effects as severe Chses the cottage system adopted justead Then
The Citizen might also ask for a report thre would he js lation
45 to the number of deaths in the j la oF

vould look as if the last ¢ GreatScoty™

15 been dis overed, |

tion hospi*al this year, whether some of T w
these are not Officially attyip, ted to scar l h

Is the first pre-

letina, and als how muny deaths occurred mier of the pe provisce of Saskatche

within the Past coaple Sof months from

wai

diphtheriay Ottawa is certainly u be anti

fal residential * 'y especially *tree fro u

unhealthy cond 1 n as mach gas HE Otlice  Departwent of Ottawa

the isolation hosy tal bas had at oye time should civentute gt mee a list of “post

23 cases of scurle fever and as the dey und ‘!!v‘n«vnvlmjw Viuces of Alberta and Sas
1 the institatj P rapidly Svary, would It katchewan vespectively, ug Naskatchewan

not be as “well ¢ buve u weekly repore. j r bemed a provipee 1 the organiz
ubmitted ( Board of Healt and g ed territories are divided between the pro

lished in the Y pres Ihe Citizen js vinces of Alberta ang Saskatchewan

——————— A — ———,

A charge of Jap cavalry,




R. GOLDWIN SMITH of Toronto com
pleted hi-xird yearja fewdays ago. This
« stingnished English scholar and puablicis

Dr, Goldwin Smith

toll a newspaper veporter that he had no
secret of longevity and that he had
been abstemions in his habits, but

never
always

Ghe Evening of Dr. Goldewin
Smith’s Life

woderate The lute Wark who
died recently at the over 100 was
always abstemious in bis havits and ne-
thing can therefore be deduced with refer-
“nce to long life from the tact of a man
drinking wine in moderation o1 abstaining
one of
Justin McCarthy in
entitlel *‘Portraits

years ago, there-
fore, he was even t(hen a prominent figure

Senator

age of

altogether from it Dr. Smith i«
those described by My
one of his last books

of the Sixties forty

in the estimation of prowinent writers,
His political opinions have not always
been popular in Cavada, but that doss

not prevent us frowm® recognizing the « on
sistency of bis course and the persistency
and ability with which
vocated his view

he has alwayx ad
Personally he the
high regard not only of enjoy
his aquaintance but also of all those who
enjoy reading his trenchant criticisms of
mwen and affairs the world over

has

those who

His me
moirs if prepared in time would show that
Dr. Geldwin Smith personal
contact or in correspondence with many of
the most conspicuouns figures in the world’'s
public life during the lastforty years

has been in




A Wrong Principle.

AT A recent convention of the League

of Munieipalities beld in Toronto a
resolution emanating from Ottawa wag
carried recommending the Legislatare to
make the electioy of aldermen in citjes for
# term of two years iastead of one as at
present, and have it g arranged that the
two year term woald expire with one half
of the connci) one year and the other half
the following year, union of Cang.
dian municipalities may aggiegate con.
siderable wisdom bat in this case the
desire for change and the txtreme 1liking
of inaividualg Compesing g body of men
to propose resolutions have lud to 4 re-
commendation which jg distinctly Opposed
to the public interest. The system is jp
Vogue in the city of “‘inmpeg where they
not only made the mistake of adopting it,
but made the other mistake of reducing the
number of aldermen to 12. The way the
two year term worked in Winnipeg was
such as to make it morally impossibleto re-
form any mnludministrunuu of the city’'s
irs. At the annnal municipal elections
if the electors desiradto punish the council
for error committed daring the year to

the dstriment of the city, only one half o
the council were up for senteuce and of
these six personal popualarity or manipa-
lating skill woald retury twe or three,
and what was caileq the “‘new’ council
would consist of the six who had not to
offer for re-elect:on for another year and
the other two or three who had to offer
and managed to get back, There would
thus be & s0-ca'led new council of twelve
consisting cf eight or nine of the old coun-
2il and caly, say, three or four new men,
These three or four men wonld rerresent
the puablic protest against the acts of the
council doring the year jnst closed,

It is obviously impossible under such a
system to dispense with & gang that has
mirwanaged affairs, These remarks would
apply to the Ottawa city council of P2
members. A more sensible resolution for
the municipal union wonld have been one
that was introduced inte the ecity council
of the capital, to consider the placing of
the city under a governwent commission,
But to electZaleity council and then to pro
ceed to prote~t them from punishment a1,
the polls would be the height of folly.




l.\lPEkl,‘.Lls'l'h‘ who are fond of talking

of a united British Ewmpire and who
sometimes think that the colonies, as the
great States of Canade and Australia are
still exlled, should endorse everything done
by a political Administration in London,
whether that Admivi stration is depiorably
deficient in brains, in talent, or prestige,
are always annoyed at the publication of
the fact that the British Government, Ad-
ministration after Administration, refose
to give any preference or favor to Cana
aian cattle landed in the United Kingdom
over cattle from foreign countries. For
Inany years the privilege of landing
“stockers’’ in England or Scotlapd and
fattening them on the congenial herbage of
English soil was esteemed a great favor in
as much as United States cattle had to be
slaughtersd at the port of landing. By
and by the British government determined
to withdraw any special privilege to Can-
adian cattle and placed them on the swme
schedule &s United States cattle. From
that day to this an agitationZhas gone on
to restore the privilege and to remove the
embargo from Canadian cattle. So far
from complying with this request the Brit-
ish government embalmed their regula-

Ghat Embargo

tions against Canalian cattle in an act of
pariiament so toduy nothing short of an
amending act of parlinment could restore
the privilege to Canadian cattle. Those
who try to convince themselves that any
relection on the Administration of the
day in Great Britain is a reflection on
the Firitish Empire, assert that the privi-
lege which was withdrawn is of little or
no value. but the re~ords ot the House of
Commons of Canada o not bear this out,
and in Great Britain shere is at the pre-
sent moment some of the Liberal candi-
dates who have made the ‘removal of the
embargo on Canadian cattle a plank on
their platform. The Laurier Adminis
tration, tnrough the Minister of Agricul-
tare, Hou. Sydney Fisher, obtained some
years ago a change in the quarintine re-
gulations of the United States whereby
the market that was by means of the em-
bargo lost in (ireat Britain was largely
made ap inthe United States. We all
revere the flag and are ready to defend it
if it is ever endangered, but traders re-
quire a market for what they have to
sell and in this case it would look as if the
United States money ,was considered
just as good as British guineas

o




A Norable T'ribute to Ba 'zac.

HE Lesscn of Balza by Mr. Henry
James, now 1 1kes its fipst l:v’h; lete
appearance in priye, j hat Mr. James
talks about is the general smbject of the
novelists ar t,an art of which he procluims
Balzac the greatest mastey After hright
characterizatiops ot George Sand, Jan
Austen, and the Brontes, Mr. Jame. pre
ceeds ‘These are bt glimmering Jay
terns, however, you will say, to hang it
the great qus ¥ and deserted aye nue that
eads up to the seated statue of Balya an

you are so fay vight, I am mnd to admit
as that I placed then, there no douwt iy a
great measure, just {o render the darkness
visible, We do, with all ony diimness of

View arrive at y
by one of she 1
of the

ngh discr iminations,

and

ghest of

these the antl n

Comedie Humaine bas in a man
her profited ; and we have for many # year
taken in the gra ‘less and nerveless fash
100 of those who edge AWAY from a el sgic
or a bare. 'Oh, yes he is as great S yon
like— 50 let s not talk of him I
“ée no better pr [ that the Breat interest
Ing art of which Balzac remaing the Kreat
est waster is pra teailly, round about s
aod a  dis redited art diserediteq, of
course, I mean for any directed ang notie

ed attention,than this very fact that
are so reudy to beg off from know Ing any
thing about bim. Perfun tory rites, even
at present, are s ldom rendereq themselyes
& pretext in the LeWSspapers
the man wh
we stand, re menj
if he were not of the family, "

The following passages 4y

we

the name of

Is the father of . ail, a

18 scarcely i rel than
rem nkable

examples of suggestive aginative

<riticism ;

and

**The Iyricai ¢'en €nt Jis not grenr. js ia

fact not present at g in Balzac, in Scott
tae Scott of the voluminous prose nor
o Thackeray nor in Dickens which is
precisely why they are s essentially novel
is 50 almost  exciusively lovers of the
hnage of life. 1t is great or it is at all
events largely present, in snch a writer ug
George Sand-— which is doubtless why we
take ber for a novelist 10 a much looser
ense than the others e have named, |t

Is considerable in that bright particnlar

genias of onr own day, George Meredith,

Who 80 strikes ns as hitching  winged
horses to the chariot ¢ [ his prose—steeds
who prance und dan. e and caracole, whe
strain the traces, attempt to  quit the
ground, awvd yearn for \he 1pper air. Bal
zZac, with buge feet faitly plowing the
sand of our desert is, on the other hand

the very type and model of the projector
and creator; so that [ think either with
envy wth terror, of the natare and the

effort of the novelist, T think of something

that reaches jts highest expression in him

That is why those of us who, as crafts
men, have once canght a glimpse of thig
value in him, can never quite rest from

hanging about him; that

to nave all that the ochers
with more, besides, that
He lived and

is why he seems
have to tell us,
«i8 all his owy

breathed in his medium,
and the fact that he”was able to achieve
in it, as man and as  artist, go crowded a
career, remains for ys one of the most
puzzling problems- I scarce know whether
to ray of literature or of life. He is him

self a figure more extraordinary than any
he drew, and the fascination may still be
endless of all the questions he pot to us
and of the answers for which we feel our-
selves he'pless,
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“He died, as we sufficient!ly remem
ber, ut fifty—worn out with work and
thought and passion; the passion, |
tuean, that be had put iato his mighty
plan and that be had ridden him like an
infliction of the gods He began. a
friendless and penniless young provincial
to write early, and to write very badly
and it was not till well toward his thir-
tieth year, with the conception of the
‘Comedie Hnmaine' as we all again re
tiember, that he found his right ground,
found his feet and his voice. This b ge
distribnted, divided and subdivided pie-
ture of the life of I'rance in his time, a
bictare bristling with imaginatior ana in
formation, with fancies and facts and fig
ures, a worll of special and general in
sight, a rank tropical forest of detail and
specification, but with the strong breath
of genius forever circulating  through it
and shaking the treeiops to a mighty
lurmar, got itself bang before us in the
Space of twenty short years. The achieve-
lent remains one of the ‘most inscratable,
one of the unfathomable, final acts in the
history of art and if, as I have siid the
author himself has his own surpassing ob
lectivity, it is just becanse of this chal
lenge uis figure constitates for any other
painter of Wlife,  flamed with ingenuity,
who should feel the temptation to repesent
or explain him

‘Out of what means by what innumer
able tortuons channels, is what endless
winding procession of laden chariots and
fugging teams and warehing elephants
asks Mr. James, *'did the immense eon
signments required for his work reaah
him?"

The lessons of Balzac, he goes on to say,
are extremely varions Having to choose
among the m, he selects ‘‘the three or tour
that more or less include the others To
quote in part:

‘‘In reading him over, in opening him
almost anywhere today, what immediate-
ly strikes ns is the part asfigned by him,
in any picture, to tae conditions of the
creatures with whom he is concerned,
‘Contrasted with him other prose painters
of life scarce seem to ses the conditions at

all.  He clearly held pretended portrayals
as nothing, as lese “than nothing, as a
most vain thing, uniess it should be in
spivit and intention, the ait of complete
representation

**There is no such thing in the world as
an adventure, "pure and simple; there is
only one mine and yours jand his or bers-
it being the greatest adventure of all, I
verily think, jast to be yoursel, jost to be
he or she. To Balzac's imagination that
was indeed in itself an immense adven
ture—and nothing appealed to him more
than to show how we all are, and how
we are placed and bailt 1n tor being so
What befalls us is but anotuer name for
the way our circumstances press upon us

s0 that an account of what befalls us is
an aocant of our circomstances

"\ Add to this then. that the fusion of
all the elements of the picture, auder his
hand, is complete—of what people are
with what they do. what they do with
what they are. of the action with the
&gents, of the medium with the action, of
all the parts of the drama with each
otber. Such a production as ‘Le Pere Go-

riot,” for example, or as ‘Eugenie Gran-
det,” or as ‘Le Cure de Village has, in
respect to this fusion, a kind of inscrati
able perfection,

“Many of us stray, but he slways re-
mains—he is fixed by virtue of his weight

So far as we do m(ve, we move round
him;Jevery road comes back to him: he
sits there in spiteof_us, so massively, for
orientation. ‘Heavy therefore if we like,
but heavy becanse weighted with his for-
tune, the extraordinary fortune that has
survived all the extravagance of his ca-
reer, his twenty years of royal intellectual
spending, and that has done so by resaon
of the rare value of the original property
-the bigh prime genius sn tied up from
him that was safe. And ‘that, through
all that has come and gone, bas steadily,
has  enormously apprecitated. Let us
then ulso, if we see him in the sacred
grove, as our towering idol, see him as
gilded thick, with so much gold—plated
and burnished and bright, in the man-
ner of towering idols,




Ghe

ARCELLIN BERTHELOT the distin.

uished French chemist, declares ina
recent work his conviction that 'science
will end by destrn)ilm all pretensions to
mysterious beljefs and every form of gy.
perstition. " ()p this the Sap Francisco
Argonant comments ;

"It may be so, But, as M, Berthelot is
doubtless wel) aware, adberence to ‘mys-
terious beliefs' js more, rather than Jesg
common today than during the last de.
cades of the nineteenth centary, Thirty
years ago, on the skirmish line of civiliza-
tion, stood your materialistic scientigt,
He was the ‘advanced thinker, Today,
Your ‘advanceq thinker' the JSame type of
man, hes been carried by the carrent to
wards mysticism, 14 is the inevitable
reaction. The pedulum jg swinging back.
Thirty years 880 it was the fashion to
believe nothing pot Susceptible of proof,
Today it is  almost the fashion to be
tmnncendenmlly credulous, Among
ystically inclined are some of our great.
©st names—myep like Maurice Maeterlinck
and Rudyarq Kipling, Thinkers Jike
Andrew Lang, Sir William Crookes, and
Alfred Russe]) Wallace are touched
the spirit of mysticism,
weeks a50 James Hervey Hyslop, Professor
of Logic and Ethics in +Columbig Univers.

across
the Atlantic Ocean, The significant thing
is that while such a statement mage thirty
Years ago by a man_holding gyep & posi-

“Renaissance of Wonder"”

tion, would haye caused him oto lose caste
with hig colleagunes, now it does not, a, pre-
ciably, There is Jogs dogmatism among
scientists thap ever there wgaq, A few
Weeks ago Sir Oliyer Lodge, in an addresg
to a Birminxhnm (Ecgland!,
affirmed a belief that a trace of individual-
ity might cling even to inanimate objects,
‘Thus,’ the said, ‘1 would not hold that
even a doll [on which ge much sffection
was lavished, was inert in the inorganic
sense, Aau)nndinx statement! Iy js true
that many of thege semi-mystics like Lodge
would repudiate the asssrtion that their
attitude towarq fuch matters was anything
but scientific. Tpe fact is, however, that
the primary impulse ig not in the least 80,
The impulse of the movement comes from
the dreamers— the poets,. The Rev. R,
Heber Newton, formerly pastor of the Me-
morial Chapel at Stanford i the latest t,
aline himself with the modern mystics, 1f
he is correctly quoted by the press, he told
the Anierican Institute for Scientific Re.
search of New York that he had cencluded
after allowing for illusion, frand,

signiticant thing about hig statement ig not
that he makes it, but that {s is received

by press and public, not with ridicule, but
with considerable respect, Among all the
intellectnal movements of the time,
‘renaissance of wonder’ jg certainly
most inurutlng."

thig
the




Norway 's Quandary.

Nl)RWAY'S unsettled condition, uunde-
termined whetber to be a republic or a
monarchy, anrecognized by the nations of
the earth and not free from fear of for-
eign aggression, gives interest to an ar-
ticle in the Politiken (Copenhagen' by
Fridtjof Nansen, the Norwegian ex-
plorer and political leader. He says with
regard to the sharp letter sent by the Swe-
dish Riksdag to Norway's declaration of
independence, that while Norway will
always entertain anyZjust and reasonable
demand ot Sweden she will not consider
anything that ignores her independence
and distinct existence as a nation, Should
Sweden persist in her treatment of Norway
it may even happen that Norway will ask
for the recognition of Europe without
waiting for the consent of Sweden. To
quote:
"'The unsettled political condition in
ch Norway at present is must be looked
upon as a misfortune, not only by this
country, but also by the foreign Powers,
But if for this reason it is thougnt in Swe-
den that a new Storthing will reverse the
decree of independance passed by its prede-
Cessor, never was a greaert mistake made,
Every day the Norwegian population be-
come more Jfixed in the step they have
taken. All talk abont divided councils
and hard teeling against the goverment in
Norway originates in Sweden. All the
rumors that Norway would never wish to

make a confederation with any nation of
kindred blood, but would only seize for-
lorn Finland, or “some <possesstou of the
East Ses, are niere echoes of talk in the
Swedish Riksd«g, or of articles published
by the jingo press,’’

He next considers the question of the
form of goverament Norway is to adopt,
and comes to the conclusion that it will
necessarily be determined by cirenmstan-
ces. In his own words:

‘“The majority in Norway are fixed in
their aecision for a monarchy. In theory
& 1epublic would meet with the joyful ac-
ceptance of many; but when it comes to
an issue the Norwegians are sure to de-
mand a monarehy.’’

He adds, however, that it stands to rea-
#on that the Norwegians are not goingh—m
ran around Europe hunting and begging
for a king, so that if it should prove hard
to fll the throne, it is possiole that the
form of government they adopt ‘will be re-
publican. He concludes:

*The fact that Kaiser Wilhelm has this
year visited Norway is of no political sig-
nificance to Norwegians. King Oscar,
through the Crown Prince, asked for the
distinguished visit. . . We are assured by
the German press that the German em-
peror has a strong sympathy with Nor-
way."’
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HE per s 1 of a ‘tirst novel * from the

pen of u young American writer ,in
conjunction with some recent derogatory
rer arks by a prowinent New York editor
on the subject of fine writing'’ 1a drawn
from Mr. James Lanes Allen rowe expres
sion of Lis views regarding certain tenden-
cies of [American fiction., The novel in
question is ‘‘Hecla Sandwith,'’ by Mr.
Uftington Valeutine. Mr. Alien states thay
its significance rests upon four grcunds,
namely: *'Its choice of a great Awmerican
theme; its reliance upon the d a uatic
presentation of human character as the 1o
velist 8 tine bus'ness; its insistence in
giving buman ! life its true place in na
tare; and its adherence, for all “this, to
the lofty siandaids of English style.”
Th se fonr things, then, swe way iufer,
Mr. Allen regaids as desiderata, if not
as essentials, of American _fiction On
the subject of fine writing he eays in
the Suturday Review supplement of the
New York Times:

**There seems to be need to Iy ing this
familiar mat.er up anew, becauvse of late,
voices (that onght to be better employen),
have bedn raised amorg us in  deprecia
tion of the value of fine writine, in con-
tempt of a weve ‘drape'y of words, As
though words were ever a drapery. As
though style were some cheap trick, .o ne
unworthy artifi_e by which nothing, hav-
ing been well written, 18 made to acqnire
the value of something. As thoagh any
d:ficiency or demerit, any loss or lack, or
coudity of pervesion, or fi tn s or tailure
in our recent or in our current tiction,
could in anywise be traceabls to whatso-
ever respect, whalsoever reverence, what-
soever cultivation, whats ever practice
may exist among us, as a reading and a
writing people of the always manly and
bold und feurless and noble and eanobling

five art of lit ratarr, . . . .

Ghe Future of the Ncvel.

“Taus the fine art of literature as re
gards fictio is simply a test and a revela
tion of the stiry. The richer the stoy i,
the wore it can reveal. If any good
story has ever been hurt or ruired in the
telling, not the ait of literature is at fault
but the incompetent workman vh> wis-
used the art.  But never siuce the world
began bas the whole art of fiction, most
sagaciously and prodigally exercised, ever
been able to make a success of a fulse
story
== ‘Theretore, [if there is anything the
matter with American ficiion at | res mt—
and all seew agreed that something is the
matter—then the tronble d es not lie in
the fact that the novelists of the land
may be trying to write their stiries in
good Englisk. It is not lecause they may
be clinging to the old notion that fiction 1s
literatare aund literature essenlially an

art.”’
Our national fictior, coitioues Mr, ®Al-

len, is not suffering from an excess (f fine
writiug, ov is it suffering from a national
lack of material for stories.

CENTRAL CANADA EXHIBITION,

The snnunl exnibition of the Central
Canada Exhibition A-s ciation will b
held at Ottawa beginn'ng on Monday Sept,
I1th and lasting during thé week. This
has grown to be one of Canadu's import-
ant exhibition; and in  particolar is
known for a splendi | display of live siock.
It is probably, outside of Torovt,the most
attractive and Lest attendel of anadian:
exhib.tions




RT. HON. SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

He is Canada’s oldest living parliamentarian 69 years f age and & member of
the new Tariff Commiseion,




