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THE

Wonam's Foreign Missionary Society,

S HE First Annual Meeting of this Society was held on the

17th April in Knox Chureh, Toronto. The meeting for

ladies, in the afternoon, was a very successful one, both in

point of numbers and interest. Several delegates from Auxiliar-

ies were present, as well as friends from the country, each and

all of whom seemed animated with desire to further the inter-

ests of the Society in évery way. The Annual Reports were

read and ordered to be printed for cireulation, and the Office-

bearers and Committee elected for the ensuing year. A Pres.

byterial' Constitution was adopted, which is in addition to that
agreed upon at the organization of the Society last year. (Both
are appended to this Report.) An interesting letter from the
Mission field was read ; and a pa

per on “ Missions” prepared
s
and read by

Miss Haight, one of the vice-Presidents.
There was also a large public meeting in the evening, which

was addressed by Rev. Dr. Broadhead, Missionary from Allaha-

bad, India, Professor MacLaren, Rev. Dr. Cochrane and others.
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much to give an ‘nereasing interest to our
rst part of which is always spent in
eading missionary intelligence. With
ctimulating * systematic giving,” we
Giving to each member one
1 ones, and asking, that
to the Mission-box each 5

This helped very
monthly meetings—the fi

devotional exercises and r
a view to establishing and
adopted the envelope system, viz :

large envelope containing twelve smal

one of these last, should be dropped in
month, with just such a subseription as God put it into the heart

and power of each to give for this particular purpose. And at
the same time, we were careful to make it thoroughly under-
stood, that we did not wish auy one to take from any other
scheme of our Church to give %o this ; but if they could not by
additional self-denial spare somewhat for this object, then we
still asked their prayers and attendance at our monthly meet:
ings, that they might hear of all the ways our Lord snd Master
and the doors that were everywhere open for
the knowdedge of His truth

was leading us,
His followers to go in and spread
throughout the whole earth.

Aud thus we entered on our
alone for wisdom to guide us, who says,
power, but by My Spirit.”

The success attending our €
We began with fifty members,
may with truth add, all these more deepl
missions than formerly.

Eighteen auxiliaries h
recently, consequently they

special work ; trusting on Him
«Not by might nor by

forts has been very encouraging.
we are now ninety-four, and we
y interested in foreign &

ave been orga,nized—several very ,(
will not be able to report any funds

this year. Others have sent their reports, (a summary of which &

is appended,) their subseriptions and good wishes. Three

ve been formed in our city and have worked

mission bands ha
* who have

well. At the head stand the ¢ Willing Workers,’
contributed $300 to the funds of our Society; next come the

ful Gleaners,” who sent us $95 ; and then the * Cheerf
i iotence for a few months, gave

[ ope
(117018

) arho hoanegh onldv 10

$50. A
to the C
By 1

the amo
$25; en
Our .
$445, m.
Now
suffered,
we thin]
Society ;
giver,” a
and ther
to povert
Our 1
have sen
to them



9

to our $50. All this is, :
ent in ._ to the Giver of les Ogﬁil('i’,satmfacmry , and calls for fervent thanks
With f B i y

A o m}l’l (lji(illinll‘egca!; the Treasurer’s statement, it will be seen t}

‘m ‘ i s ceived from member’s fees is $94 ; ; R

ealbasy : $25; envelopes and special donation 8306 P —

g, that ‘ n Our auxiliaries have sent us $285.36 3:05:. :

)Xle&dz 3 ‘744';’ making the sum total 81,105.39. T

ARy Now as we are assured that no ‘sc.:h

And at - suffe i eme of our C.unr

i (_ A t’;’i‘i,k lli”ceor:;:;’ui:;n of this' additional eall on ourC “1:1 Si; :’lsai
b Ry ‘ake courage and urece ek :

lyn?)?t; : ;C::Z: t"y;n(ll‘ettllje:l‘?enng’ that *The Lorgfl ?:xe;e:kllau:.lsc;ie:?li

15 W.e xi t,h S tlf.at 'I?here is that scattereth, and yet increa t;l;1 .
3 withholdeth more than i s

y meet: 8 to poverty.” 18 meet, but it tendeth

Master % Our : : ?

i : i Sen?z:u;esshlp fee is one dollar a year. Friends wi

g 1 s more than that sum will find t} ] L b

is truth 4 to them as a special donation. 1e balance credited

on Him ‘j C. S. EWART, Rec. Sec. W.F.M. S

t nor by = TR
f

uraging. g
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8 distant shores, from missionaries—those

- Soveign Secvetury's Report,

b
-

o
A and

UT few words in the English language are more expressive,
or of deeper import than these,—Letters-—Correspondence
—oconveying, as they do, to the mings of those who are

separated from loved friends and relatives,

so much of joy or
sorrow, pleasure or pain.

Who among us does not grasp, with
eagerness, a long expected packet of letters from an absent
friend ? and who does not cherish them among their most
dearly prized treasures ? But, especially to Christian women,
deeply interested in the welfare and salvation of their ignorant,
degraded sisters, in foreign, heathen lands, are thege *

white
winged messengers

precious, when they come from those

who have in reality
““counted all things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge

of Christ Jesus tlieir Lord,”—and telling of the wondrous power
of the * old, old story,"” to subdue and transform even the Learts
of superstitious idolaters.
Fully realizing this fact, and also, that unless direct commun-
ication was at onoe established with missionaries in the foreign
field, the interest so recently and so thoroughly awakened in
the minds of our Canadian ladies of the Presbyterian Chureh
upon the subject of Foreign Missions, would gpeedily pass away,
the Committee of Management resolved to open a correspondence
ab once with Miss Rodger and Miss Fairweather, missionaries

of our church labouring in Qentral India, and Mrs. Dr. Fraser
of Tamsui, Formosa,




. despatched ; but before replies could be receive
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tion, letters were at once
d from either of

these ladies, we as a Society, were favoured v‘Vith our f:lit
foreign letter from Mrs. Stothert, wife of Rev. R. Stothert of the

Free Church Institution, Bombay. The arrival of this letter; and

the commencement of & correspondenee with Mr.s. Stothert, was
obtained through the influence of her

members of our Society.
dy of the Marathi language,

In accordance with this resolu

an unexpected pleasure,
sister, Miss Ewing, one of the

Although busily engaged in the stu :
and innZena,na, mission work, Mrs. Stothery has furnished us

with six letters, all of them of much interest, ri.ch in t.hought:
comprehensive in range of topics, yet entering mmutel:y 11.1'50 th:‘
detail of a missionary's every day life. Her descriptions 0

Zenana visitation are vivid and touching. The women oi
Bombay enjoy more liberty than their sisters of Bengal m;(

some other portions of India, consequently, entxjance t(? the
Zenanas is easily effected ; all that is required being an intro-
duction, and this is frequently procured from the young men

attending the Institution. . e
One of Mrs. Stothert’s letters, received by Mrs. MacLaren,

our President, contains a thrilling history of the .conversiox.l of &
Hindoo lady, and of the persecutions to which she’ fos s.ub']ected
by friends, on account of her acceptance of f)hnstmmty. We
can only give a synopsis of this interesting story :—Poor
“Vitabai” was summoned before a civil court, aftex:wa,rds
deserted by her husband, and literally torn from her chlldrver'n.
Through all these severe trials, God preserved her by His
sustaining grace. Indeed, the more her afflictions abounded, tl'le
stronger became her faith, and the more firmly her feet were
planted upon the Rock of Ages,” Christ Jesus. Recently the
dheering intelligence has reached us, that, after years of weary
waiting, watching, praying and suffering, our Heawfenly Father
~has rewarded her faith and patience, by. softening .1?1.9, r.nen.sure
the husband’s heart, causing him to seek a reconciliation, and

finally, to
with pern
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finally, to restore her to the old home, and the lonely children,
with permission to worship the true God."

Our attention has also been called to the fact that, though
Zenana work is at present the popular mission work, schools
will eventually accomplish more for India, especially if the
girls could remain a longer period; and this, those who are
interested are desirous of bringing about. We hope a brighter
day is dawning for the women of India, and that soon the girls
may share in the many and superior advantages for education

and culture, possessed even at present, by those of the opposite
8ex.

From Miss Rodger and. Miss Fairweather, _oﬁr own Mission-
aries, we have received during the year four letters. Miss
Rodger would probably have written more frequently, but for
two or three months she has been laid aside from active work by

serious illness. The latest intelligence is encouraging, showing
that she has entirely recovered, Miss Rodger’s correspondence
relates chiefly to three Girls’ Schools over which she has charge.
The average attendance at these schools is fifty. The girls are
taught to read, particularly in the Bible. They are also taught
the Catechism, Scripture History, Writing, and the elements of
Arithmetic, and through the blessing of God this faithful teach-
ing is doing much to break down the barriers of ignorance and
superstition, which have hitherto prevented the spread of the
glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, a letter
received a few days ago from Miss Fairweather reiterates the
opinion previously expressed by Mrs. Stothert, that it is to the
young and comparatively pure minds of the children of India
we must look as the best soil for the careful sowing, and the
consequent upspringing of the seed of the Word. The Zenana
itself is frequently opened for the lady missionary by the
* tender fingers of its children.”

Both Miss Rodger and Miss Fairweather are engaged in
Zenana work, visiting regularly several families, teaching the
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women who assemble ab their coming to read, and endeavoring,
here and there, to drop some seeds of Divine Truth, which by
and by may spring up and yield a rich and abundant harvest.
Miss Fairweather has given us an interesting deseription of
Indore, the capital of Malwa, around which so many hopes and
prayers are at present centred, as being the home of Rev.J. M.
Douglas, and the headquarters of the Canadian Presbyterian
mission in Central India.
We have also much pleasure in recording the receipt of one
letter from Mrs. Dr. Fraser, Formosa. Mis. Fraser was seriously
ill during the hot weather, but had regained her usual health
previous to writing. Her letter contains sad accounts of the
forlorn and degraded condition of Chinese women, in that land

with its * teeming millions.”

We cannot close this report, without thanki
ents for their kindness in sending us s0 many precious letters,
and assuring them, that, as & gsociety, our prayers are daily
ascending to the * Lord Jehovah,” for them, and for a blessing

on their work.

ng our correspond-

L. HARVIE, For. Sec’y, W.F.M.S.
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duxiliavies,

HE Managers of the Woman's Fore1GN MissioNARy So-
CIETY in Toronto desire most heartily to thank the Secre-
taries of the Auxiliary Societies for the cheering reports

sent to them, and which were read at their last meeting. They
are very glad to hear that the regular monthly meetings and the
direct missionary intelligence supplied to them, are creating
such a deep interest in this noble work ; “so that not only do
they feel that they are enjoying pleasant intercourse, and doing
something by their prayers and contributions to cheer the hearts
of our missionaries, but are themselves receiving a great spirit-
ual blessing.”

The necessity of keeping down our working expenses pre-

vents the publication of these reports in full.

Peterboro’ Auaziliary.—Organized January 1877. Contri-
buted to Parent Society $81.13. The Secretary writes, * Heaxr-
ing through various channels of the wonderful work being
o effected for the mental, moral and spiritual enlightenment of the
3 native women and children of India, they resolved, that with
| God’s help, they too, would do what they could for so excellent
and important a cause.”

Port Hope Auaziliary.—Organized October 81, 1876. Con-
tribution to Parent Society $27.25. This Society * held its
Annual meeting in February last, though only formed in October,
with a view to making their business arrangements harmonize
with those of the Parent Society ” The warm interest that has
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ospect of increased liberality for the

been awakened makes the pr
ensuing year encouraging.

Lakefield Aumiliary.——Organized in December 1876. Con-

tributed to Parent Society $6.13.
Lancaster Auxiliary.——Organize
buted to Parent Society $60.15 Monthly meetings held regularly.
in a measure, what a privilege it is to
¢ articles valued at $25

d May 8rd, 1876. Contri-

The members realizing,
assist in such & noble work, sent & box 0

to India, by the Rev. J. Fraser Campbell.

Williamstown Aumiliary.-—Organized August 1876. Contri-

buted to Parent Society $37.

Vankleek Aumiliary.-—Organized September 2nd, 1876.
Contributed to Parent Society $20.80. Great willingnesss to
aid, and deep interest felt in the good work.

—Organized October 4th, 1876. Collec-

« Bad weather and
nthly meetings, but &
lization of India and

Kirkville Auwiliary.
ted $46, but not sent to Parent Society.

bad roads have prevented many good mo
lively interest has been felt in the evange
in Zenana work.

Whitby Auwiliary.—-Orga.nized Nove
tributed to Parent Society $6.16.
with meeting frequently, but gincerely ho
more in the future. Making earnes

a cause.”

Ashburn Augiliary.—Three meeti
Contributed to the Parent Society $9.74.

ngs held, and interest

awakened.

Oshawa Auxiliary.

to Parent Society $12.25.
—Qrganized December 1876, Cheering

but regret they can forward little to the
Contributed $2.25.

Sarnia Auxiliary.
prospects for next year,
Parent Society, but hope!

mber 8th, 1876. Con- |
¢ Circumstances interfered §
pe to be able to do |

t efforts to help on 80 worthy |

—Organized February 1877. Contributed

St. M
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Ayr 4
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g the 8t. Mary's Auxiliary.—Organized November 1876. Contri-
buted to Parent Society $23.00.
gt Ayr Auwiliary.—Organized February 16th, 1877.
Sitai- East Hawkesbury Auziliary.—Organized October 18th, 1876.
. gularly- 3 Fenyon Auziliary.—Organized October 16th, 1876.
it is to Lochiel Auxiliary.—Organized September 3rd, 1876.

d at $25 Alexandria Auwziliary.—Organized September 4th, 1876.

Two additional Auxiliaries have been formed since the

. Contri: Annual Meeting, viz., Windsor and Ormstown. Others, we
have no doubt, will follow rapidly.
d, 1876. 2 e
gnesss to | Of our three Mission Bands, auxiliary to the W. F. M. S., we
8 will only add: That the “ Willing Workers” (Knox Church)
have fully sustained the reputation of their name; while the
Collec- ‘* Hopeful Gleaners” (Gould Street Church) must have gleaned
ather and we think, somewhat like Ruth ; and the * Cheerful Givers "’
ngs, but & (Charles Street Church) in their cheeriness seem to combine
India and

the will of the one and the hope of the other. May the

blessing that maketh rich and addeth no sorrow be theirs now
376. Con- and forever.
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF

Wonmaw's Soveign Missionary Society,

b
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o
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LIFE MEMBER. —Miss J. Haight, Montreal.
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Brown, Mrs.
Brown, Miss.
Brown, Miss E.

¥ Brown, Miss I,

| Bryce, Mrs.

@ Burns, Mrs. John.
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Campbell, Mrs. Hugh,
Campbell, Mrs. Jas.
Cameron, Mrs. J. M.
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Cowan, Mrs.

Cross, Mrs.

Davids, Miss.
Durand, Miss Emma.
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Clark, Mrs. 8. C. Duncan.

MEMBERS.

Ewart, Mrs. Thos.
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Ewing, Miss,
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ars and ninety-nine cents.

1 and thirty-six doll

WILLIAM REID.

1877.

ToronTO 14th A pr-il,

Woman's Foreign )fissionary Soeiety

OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA,

TORONTO.

—

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE. 1.—This Society shall be called
MisstoNaRY SocIETY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
its central point of operations shall be the C

“Tae Woman’s Foreran
CHURCH IN CANADA,” and
ity of Toronto.

ARTIOLE 2.--Its object shall be to aid the Foreign Missionary
Committee or Board of Missions, by promoting its work among the
women and children of heathen lands, and for this purpose it shall
receive and disburse all money which shall be contributed to the

Society, subject to the action of that Committee or Board, in the

appointment of Missionaries supported by the Society,

and fixing their
salaries and locations.

For the furtherance of this end it shall
endeavour to organise similar associations throughout the Church,
and these associations shall bear the name of Auxiliary Societies to the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church in

Canada, and shall report their work to this Society at such times as
the By-laws may direct.

ArtICLE 3.—Each person paying one dollar annually,
Auxiliary, or direct to the treasury,

Society. The payment of twenty-fi
time, shall constitute a life member

through an
shall become a member of this

ve dollars, by one person, at one
ship.

ARTIOLE 4.—The business of the Society
Board of thirty-two managers,
Presidents,

shall be conducted by a
including the President, four Vice-
& Recording Secretary, two Corresponding Secretaries, and
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ARTICLE 6.—The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be held on
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rt to the Society the operations, condition and prospects

for special
hall be made of Officers and Managers for the
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thereof, and an election 8
ensuing year.

A Special Meeting of the Society may be called at any

ARTICLE T.—
the request of three Managers.

time by the President, upon
Constituti
of two-thirds of
d alteration having been given

on may be altered at any regular

the members present;
at &
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meeting of the Society, by a vote

notice in writing of the intende

previous meeting.
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BY-LAWS.

f Managers shall hold its stated meetings
month at 3 o'clock p.m., at such place a8
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t all meetings of the
neident to the office.

members,
She shall
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ArricLE 4.—The Treasurer shall receive, and hold, and keep an
account of all money given to this Society, and shall disburse
Board of Managers shall direct. She shall report the state of the
treasury at each regular meeting. Her Annual Report shall be
examined by an auditor appointed by the Board.

it as the

ARTICLE 5.—The Recording Secretary shall keep a fair record of

the proceedings of the Board, and give proper notice of special and
stated meetings.

ArricLE 6.—It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary
for the Foreign Field to conduct the official correspondence with the
Foreign Mission Committee or Board, and also with the missionaries,
teachers, and Bible readers supported by this Society. She shall in
conjunction with the other Secretaries prepare the Annual Report of

the Board of Managers. Missionaries supported by this Society shall
be required to make regular reports to her.

ArTICLE 7.—The Corresponding Secretary for the Home Field shall
correspond with Churches and individuals, in localities where it is

possible to awaken an interest in the branch of Missionary work for

It shall be her duty to extend infor-
mation on the subject in all proper directions. She shall organize
Auxiliary Societies wherever it is practicable,

ArticLE 8.—Auxiliary Societies shall be required to make an annual
Report to the Board on or before the first Tuesday in March.

ARTICLE 9.—Any Manager who shall he absent from three success-
ive meetings of the Board, without notifying the same of the reason of
her absence, shall forfeit her Position, and her place may be filled.

ArticLE 10.—The Society shall meet with the Board of Managers
on the first Tuesday of each month, for three-quarters of an hour, for
devotional exercises, and the reception of Missionary intelligence,

after which the Board shall, by itself, proceed to the transaction of its
business.

ArricLE 11.—These By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of
Society, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, but notice of
any proposed amendment must be given in writing

at the meeting
preceding such vote.

i
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CONSTITUTION.

For an Auailiary to the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society.
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MEMORANDUM,

Any rules relating to the local affairs of the Society may be adopted,

provided they do not conflict with the Constitution and By-Laws of
the General Society.

Nore.—Do not interfere with other organizations. Make no appeal

that shall conflict with duties church members owe to any other
benevolent work.

DIRECTIONS
For forming Mission Bands.

I.— An association of young ladies banded together to aid the
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church
shall be called a Mission Band, auxiliary to the Missionary Society of
the church in which it is formed, or to the Parent Society in Toronto.

II.,—Each Band shall be responsible for not less than $20 a year.

IIL.—Any one may become a member of a Mission Band by the
annual payment of twenty-five cents.

IV.—The officers of a Band shall be a President, Secretary, and
Treasurer, who shall be elected annually.

V.—The duty of the President shall be to preside at all stated
meetings, and have a general oversight of the work of the Band.

VI.—The duty of the Secretary shall be to keep a record of the
proceedings of the Band, and make an Annual Report to the Mission-

ary Society to which it is auxiliary, or to the Woman’s Foreign Mission-
ary Society in Toronto.

VIL.—The Treasurer shall receive and hold all funds, paying the
Same annually to the Treasurer of the auxiliary of the church in which

‘he Band is formed, or to the Treasurer of the Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society of Toronto.

VIII.—Each Mission Band must select an appropriate name not

‘flready in use, and report the same to the Society to which its money
13 sent,
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Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church in Ca.na.da,
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ArTicLE 7.—The President and Secretary of the Presbyterial
Society, with the President of the local Society where Presbytery is held
shall be a committee of arrangements, selecting topies for discussion,
and devising means to make the meeting interesting and profitable,

ArTticLE 8—Reports shall be sent to this meeting from the Secre-
tary of each local Society.

ARTICLE 9.—A short abstract of these reports shall be sent to the
Presbytery in session, to be read, if approved, at their public meeting,

to be followed, it is hoped, by at least one address upon this branch
of work.

ArticLE 10.—Contributions from the congregational Auxiliaries
shall be sent to the Treasurer of the Presbyterial Society, who shall
forward it to the Treasurer of the Woman’s Board, Toronto, though,
when it is preferred, the Auxiliary may remit direct to Toronto, and
report the same to the Treasurer of the Presbyterial Society.

ARTICLE 11.—The voting numbers of the Presbyterial Society
shall consist of the officers of the varions auxiliaries. All members of
auxiliaries who have paid one dollar shall have the right of discussion,
but not of voting. Five of the voting members, representing different
congregations, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business.

ArricLE 12.—The counsel and co-operation of the Pastors of the

churches, shall at all times be sought for, when circumstances may
require.

ArticLE 13, —This constitution may be altered at any regular
meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, notice in

writing of the intended alteration having been given at a previous
meeting.

he Woman's
h in C&Dﬂda”

annual meet-




