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TO THE

K I N G.

S I R,
J 1

WH EN an humble Individual prefuraes to offer the

Fruits of his Labours to the Throne, they ought to

be in fome Meafure worthy the Royal Acceptance : and if ge-

neral Utility can ftamp a Value on the Work which now fo-

licits your Majesty's Patronage, it has at leaft that Claim to

Protection.

If, in Compliance with the ufual Mode of Dedicators, I

wiftied to feleO: the moftdiftinguiflied Character ofthe Age, and

to pour forth the heart-felt Tribute of Gratitude and Praife,

your Majesty's public and private Life would render the Per-

formance of this pleafing Duty unneceffary ; who, in difd'jarging

the

Pacific N. W. History Dept.

42589 PROVINCIAL LiiUiRARY
VIC'ORIA, B.C.



DEDICATION.
the FuniJlions of the exalted Station in which Providence has

placed your Majesty, and in cultivating Virtues of a milder

and more domeftic Nature, ftand unrivalled in the Lill of

Princes.

The following Work is with peculiar Propriety laid at your

Majesty's Feet: not only as your Majesty has fo eminently

diftinguiflied yourfelf as the great Patron of Arts, Science, and

Literature ; but as that Spirit of Difcovery, which has added

fo confiderably to the Extent of the known World, has derived

it's Exiftence and Progrefs from your Majesty's Munificence

and Royal Attention. .,

- 1 .

»•-?

That your Majesty may enjoy all the Bleffings which the

KING of Kings can beftow, and that you may long reign, as

well in the Hearts as over the Perfons of a free and happy

People, is the fervent Prayer of, . ..

Your Majesty's molt dutiful

and devoted

Subjeft and Servant,

Newincton,
Jan. It 1782.

W. F. MARTYN.
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^^^KE extended influence of (cnowiedge, arid the cnlightfened ideas

of the ptefept race of mankind, have taught each- individukl to
eonfider hin^fclf as a citizen o^^the world: no longer confined to the
fa^ie narrow and limited fphere'ofaiaion whick bounded the attempts
of thofe who firft, ventured to open ah intercourfe and eftablifli a com-
munication with countries wjbieh, becaufe they were remote, were
held to be inacceOible,^ and whofe inhabitants weris deemed favages be-
G«iufe their manners differed from, tHbfe of regions leis removed from
our immediate view; behold the natives of Great Britain fpreadin?

themfelves over the face of the whole globe, and equally fearlefs of
dangers,.and undifmayed by difficulties, traverfing the torrid Dcfarts of
Arabia,, and climbing; the frozen heights of Norway, bafking in the

mild fup-fhine.of Otaheit^, or Ihiveripg upon the inhofpitable fhores

of New Holland,
"•

^ • /

But whilft the diftoverie^ and imjpi-ovemcnts of navigation, the pro-

grefs ofcommerce, and tlie fpirit of ehterprize,liave opened paths through

the trackleis oceaq, and roads' through the once impervious foreft and

impenetrable mountain; whilft the gratifications of lu^:ry and tafte are

fought on the banks of the Ganges, and the articles, which habit has^

nunabered among the neceflaries or.conveniencies of life, are conveyed to

.

us from almofl every climate in the four quarters of the known and ha-

bitable world; a laudable cmiofity is excited among thofe whofe avo-

cations confine them for life to the fpots on which they were born, or

whole peregrinations are to© limited to obtain a competent fatisfaftion

fronj perfonal vilitation; and whilft they admire the produce of each

country, and receive profit or pleafure from the participation of it,

they are anxious to be acquainted with the perfons of the inhabitants,

their la\v,s, manners, xuftoms, Veiligions, and political hiftories, and to
J- /w. |j. (face



VI PREFACE.

I

trace the bounds, limits, extents, climates, foils, and vegetable and ani-

mal wonders, of realms differing fo widely from their own.

To gratify this curiofity, travellers of all ages have 'been accirftomed

to. communicate accounts of their voyages and emigrations, accom-

panied with defcriptiona of perfons and things, ^nd iheir own obfer-
'

vations, remarks, and anirnadverflons ; and as mofl of thofe who thus

recorded their travels and adventures, had fomething unfeen, or fome

country unexplored to regret, a foundation was laid for future difco-

veries; and though the mine was open, the vein did not appear to be

exhaufted, but offered a fund of riches, to crown the labours and re-

ward the toils of him who fhould undertake the .completion of the un-

finifhed ta(k.

But the life of man being unequal to the time neceflarily required for

furveying, even once, the univerfal extent and various divifions of the
** great globe which we inherit," and the difcoveries of it's different

parts having been made at very diftant periods, by an infinite number
of different voyagers and travellers, and thofe too of various countries,

and their accounts having been consequently delivered in a variety of
languages, thofe h«»V'"^ again been tranflated into the languages of other

countries, and ea. oetitlon of the fame voyage and journey having

added new matter tc ihe foregoing, and occafioned new publications;

the Geography of the world is comprized in a number of volumes, in-

finitely beyond the reach of a private reader; nor would a whole life,

devoted to this employment, be fufficient to colledl from ancient and
modern writers a competent knowledge of this ufcful and engaging

fcience. i

.

But to remedy this evil, to bring the acquirement of geograpnlcal

knowledge within a reafonable compafs, and to render a (ludy fo pleaf-

ing and interefting compatible with the ordinary engagements of life,

men of letters, in diffferent ages of the worlds have colleded together

the accounts of Travels, Voyages, and Difcoveries, which have appeared

in the languages with which they were individually converfant, and

accounts

II
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accounts of later difcoveries having been by degrees added, general Sys-

tems of Geography have been of courfe formed, at different periods, and

in different countries, as fcience, literature, commerce, and more
cxtenfive intercourfe, have prevailed.

Hence it will appear, that however thefe Syftems may have gradually

improved on each other, yet whilfl avarice, activity, or the refllcfs

fpirit of man, explores new climes, and extends the bounds of the dif-

covered world, the latefl muft rtill be defedive: and in an agcfo dif-

tinguifhed as the prefent for enterprizes of this kiind, a wide field has

been opened for very important improvements in the fcience of Geo-
graphy.

In the celefiial hemijphere difcoveries have been more rapidly made,

and the efforts of a flngle genius have, in the fliort compafs of a few

years, with the mofV aftonifhing precifion, nfcertained the motions, and

determined the vicifHtudes of thofe orbs of light, whofe numbers,

magnitude, and diftance, had baffled for centuries, the eye of Science,

the mind of Philofophy, and the joint and united labours of the

learned and ingenious.

In the combination of that knowledge which refults from an ac-

quaintance with the terreflrial and celeflial worlds, improvement and

entertainment are happily blended j and whilfl we are tempted by cu-

rioflty to wander through thefeveral nations of the earth, and to fcale

the vaulted canopy of heaven, we are infenfibly led to invefligate the

natural, civil, and political hiflory of the lower world, to compre-

hend the planetary fyflem, and to trace the wifdom of the Omnipotent,

in the lefs grofs and perceptible operations of heat, cold, air, light, and

colour.

It is impoflible to point out all the particular advantages of geogra-

phical knowledge ; they are, indeed, univerfal, extending to every rank,

condition, fituation, and profeflion: and in one refpe^, the fcience of

Geography
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Geography may be faid to excel all others, as it is equally interefling

to the moft 'xaltcd underflanding, and attainable by the plained ca>

pacity.

In theprefent undertaking we have endeavoured to excel, not in ab-

ftrufe difquifitions of the origin of nations, or the etymology of names,

but in plain and accurate dcfcriptloD,. faithful reprefentation, and

nevkr, rich; and entertaining matter: we have not admitted tales, ap-

parently fabulous, becaufe they have embelli(hed the works of other

Geographers; nor have we fuppreiTed circumftances of probable truth,

becaufe they are wonderful or extraordinary,, or becaufb they are not

familiarly ceconcileable to common ideas. Dam pier reje^ed with^

contempt reports of the exigence of /avages labo feafted on human Jiejh,

which modern voyagers have confirmed beyond- difputev and the

learhed nnd ingenious Dr. Mbad filled nineteen pages on the nature,

eiFed, andcureofthebiteof the/tf/^tfxAJIt^whililDr. CiRUto, whofe

life has been fpent in thofib countries which ar^: fuppofed to produce this

infeA, confidently' averts,, that the fpidee which bears that name, has

neverbeen knbwn to bite man> or beaft,. and that all the ftories which,

have been told of the wonderful efifeAs of it's poiibn, are the tricks ofi

jugglers, impoftors, and common cheats..

It would be equally unjufl to cdndifcain theie adventurous Navigators,,

or ingenious Phyficians, becaufe they had nbt receivedthe fam.e- infor-

mation, or differed in the degree of credit due to it, and to. rejed the

accbutits of either, becaufe dbey appear wonderful and extraordinary

:

grdfs fables' ar<s difgracefal to the hiftorian, but where circumftances

arts doubtful, or fomewhat more than a bare poflibility of their exiA-

dil^e . appears, we iball thuik our&lves juftified in ftating the fadts to^

our readers, together with the reafons on which a/diverfity of opinioqi

is fupportedi as we concave it to be always more fafe, as well as more.

<»[ndid, to admit than- reje^>fad6> which have ever been receiv-ed by^^

llianied:or judicibua writers^.

NoE.-



PREFACE. k
Nor have we rcfufed to admit into the work now before us, fuch

hints, a'^counts, or improvements, as may be gathered from the occa-

fional and fcattered volumes of Tours, Journeys, or Voyages. Hi who
will fill his hive, muft gather honey from every flower; and defpi-

cable indeed is that weed which yields not a particle of fweetnefs or

fragrance. From every book that has been published on the fubjedl

of Geography we may hope to glean fome information, and we have not

been fparing of our labour in icleifiing whatever may be ufeful or

pleadng.

With the like view, we have exerted our utmoft private intereft with

our frieods in every quarter of the world; and by their kind and li-

beral affiftance (for which we beg leave to return our moft refpedtful

and grateful acknowledgments) we have been enabled to offer to our

readers a vaft variety of entertaining anrj .'.feful matter, which has never

yet appeared in any work of this kird. The beft local defcriptions of

countries are obtained from thofe who are refident on the fpots they

reprefent; and accounts of natural produdions, and artificial curiofi-

^ies, can only be depended on, when they are procured from the un>

queftionable authority of accurate infpedtion.

The information which we have derived from this fource is of tlic

moft pleafing nature, comprehending fuch communications as are

highly intcrefting, concerning the manners, cuftoms, drelTes, and re-

ligious belief and ceremonials, of the inhabitants ofcountries at prefent

but littk known; together with faithful accounts of the great variety of

birds, animals, infcdts, reptiles, plants, trees, and fruits, which mo-
dern difcoveries have added to the catalogues of Naturalifts, and the

defcriptions contained in former works of Geography.

To the fame end, we have vifited the nobleft Colleftions of natural

and artificial Curiofities, which have been made in Great Britain and

other countries of Europe; and have compared the defcriptions which
we have found in other authors, and thofe with which our own cor-

c refpondents
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refpondcnts have furniHied us, with the a<ftual fpecimens preferved in

thofe invaluable repolitoriesj by which means we have been enabled to

correft many errors ana fupply many deficiencies in former publica-

tions, and to gratify our readers with a variety of curious particulars,

which have never reached the knowledge, or have efcaped the notice of
ether writers.

11

That no means may be wanting for the attainment of geographical

knowledge, the maps have been moft ably and accurately laid down
and contain every modern addition and improvement; and when we
conduct our readers through thofe immenfe regions of land and ocean,

with which modern Navigators, and particularly thofe from Great Bri-

tain, have increafed the magnitude of the known world, they will be

enabled to trace with exadtnefs the courfes of thofe indefatigable adven-

turers, and to admire that refiftlefs fpirit of enterprize which conduced

them to lands hitherto unexplored, and iflands unvifited before.

The Plates which adorn this work have been moftly engraved from

Drawings taken on the feveral fpots which they reprefent: the inge<*

nious Artifts who have executed thefe Defigns will receive their reward

in the approbation of a difcerning and liberal public.

Nor do the Proprietors of this work doubt but they fliall receive their

ihare'of approbation, for the very difinterefted propofition offurnifhing

their readers, gratis, with a Pair of Globes, celeflial and terreftrial, ele-

gantly finifhed by themofl eminent artifts in this branch, and contain-

ing (what can only be metvwith in Globes of an enorn^ous price) all

the modern improvements; and thereby enabling them to purfue the

ftudy of Geography with peculiar advantage and delight, and to com-
bine with this knowledge fuch ideas of Aftronomy, .as may ferve to ex-

plain the various changes of the feafons, and the effects of the greater

and lefler luminaries of heaven.

I

«

And ftill more effedually to fecure to the purchafers of this work

the advantages of fuch an acquifitipn, a Treatife on the Ufe of the

Globes



PREFACE. XI

i

Globes is prefixed to it; containing fuch plain andeafy rules, and fuch

clear and accurate demonilrations» that no difficulty will remain in tho

application of them to thofe purpofes of geographical and agronomical

information, for which they are peculiarly calculated : fo that thofe

who have hitherto been deprived of the pleafures which refult from the

purfuit of thefe ftudies, either by the want of education in thefc parti-

cular branches of literature, or of proper inftruments to affift their pro-

grefs in them, will now be effedually fupplied with inftru^ions to

avail themfelves of the valuable Prefent put into their hands, and will

have an opportunity of enriching their minds with the choiceft treafures.

of thefe pleafing and comprehenfive fciences. ,..

',-^

Contrary to the ufual courfe of Geographers, we begin our Syilem

with that quarter of the world which has ufually held the fccond place

in defcriptive accounts; but when we refleft that the earlieft hiftories

of the world commence; in Afia, and have been progreffively extended

to Africa, Europe, and lafl of all to America, we apprehend this to be

the natural order in which they fliould be taken by an accurate Geo-

grapher: from Afia the earlieft accounts of countries are derived, in Afia

originated thofe events in which the race of man is chiefly interefted,

and from Afia an intercourfe with the other quarters of the world has

gradually taken place. And though this divifion of the Globe has long

ceafed to be the favoured refidence ofarts, fciences, arms, and freedom,

yet it is ftill rich enough in curipus and valuable produdtions, and

eminent enough in extent, population, and political confequence, to

reward the toils of the Traveller, the ftudies of the Natural ift, and the

minuteft attention of the Geographer. Though Afia no more fends

forth conquerors to awe the world, it is ftill the feat of eafe, elegance,

and luxury; nor are the pomp of Darius, and the fplendor of Cleo-

patra, unrivalled in fome of the courts of Perfia, China, and Indoftan.

For the eafe ofour readers, we have divided the quarters of the world

into Continents and Iflands, allotting a Book to each, and a Chapter to

each Empire, Kingdom, State, or diftindt Government. Where a State is

partly
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partly infular, and partly continental, we have given our defcription of

it according to the fituation of the Capital.

And if a work, deduced from the very heft ancient and modern au-

thorities, improved in many infiances by actual vifitation of a variety

of different countries, and in moft others by private communications

firom Refidents of learning, judgment, dnd fidelity; enriched with

accurate and valuable Maps; ornamented with Engravings of fu-

perior excellence; and accompanied with fuch a Prc/ent as has never yet

been beftowed with any publication; can be entitled to the denomi-

nation of ji Compleat and Univerfai Syfiem of Geography^ we flatter

ourfelves the diftingui(hed title will be defervedly conferred on that

which we now offer to the public.

<f'
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INTRODUCTION-
SECT. I.

THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ASTRONOMY.

THE ftudy of the fcience of Aftronomy, whkh is intimately conncAed with that of
Geography, has a peculiar tendency to enlarge the mod exalted ideas of the human

mind, fill it with the jufteft conceptions of Omnipotent Power and Omnifcient Wifdom,
unfetter the foul from narrow prejudices and grovelling notions, and raife it to the contempla-

tion of • HIM Ay whom the Heavens are and were created.*

A ftudy fo fublime in itfelf, and fo beneficial in it's efFedls to the mind of man, deferves

every attention, and claims the higheft admiration. By this divine fcience we are er.->i>led

to range the whole univerfe of matter, circle the fun's perennial wheel, explore the lucid

brightnefs of the ftars, purfue the devious comet through fields of aether, and trace the

laws which bind the fpheres to perform tlieir revolutions, and difcharge their fun£tions, with
beauteous order, and perfect harmonv. Thefe contemplations are worthy of a rational

rreature, and have in all ages engaged the minds of the mofb intelligent and enlightened

men in every nation: but, during the early ages of the world, the refearches of mankind fel-

dom reached farther than merely to name the ftai.--, arrange them into conftellations, and
mark the periodical returns of feafons. The (hepherds of £gypt and Babylon were the firft

who paid particular attention to the fixed ftars ; remarking, either for amufement, or with a

view to direft theii courfes acrofs the beautiful and extenfive plains where they fed their

flocks, the fituations of thefe celeftial bodies: as they in general pofleflcd lively imagina-

tions, and were fond of affimilating tti*; forms which attracted their attention in the heavens,

to natural objeAs around them, they divided the ftars into different companies or corftella-

tions, which they named after fuch terreftrial objeAs as they feemed moft to refemblj. Thefe
appellations of the ancients have ever fince been prefervcd; though mod-;rn aftrononers have

undoubtedly increafed the number, from more accurate obfervations on the unconftellated

bodies. Befides the northern conftellations, which are now thirty-four; and the fouthern,

which are thirty-one; there are twelve figns or conftellations in the zodiac, fo called from
viuhn, AnlmaUulum; becaufe each of thefe twelve figns is defcribed by fome animal. This
circle divides the northern from the fouthern conftellations, forming two diftinft hemi-

Cpheres.

Xhus far only, during a revolution of many years, had this fublime fcience advanced;

atid, indeed, it might naturally be fuppofed that men muft have made very confiderable pro-

grefs in aftronomical obfervations, before they could fo'far emancipate themfelves from na-

tural prejudices, as to believe that the ^lobe they inhabited was only a planet, and fubje£t to

the fame lawsas thofe which they conceived were merely lucid fpots in the heavens, intended

AS ornaments to the earth. The literal acceptation of the Mofaic account of the creation^

tended to rivet this error even on the minds of fome of the beft and moft intelligent men;

About fix hundred years before Chrift, Thales, the Milefian, frft taught Aftrunomy in Eu-

4. 'ope>
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rape} makinff fuch proficiency in his favourite ftudy, as to be able to calculate eclipfes; or,

'

in other words, to demonftrate the frequency of the interpoHtions of the moon between the

earth and the fun, or of the earth between the fun and moon. This, however, was the boundary
of hit knowledge} nor did his fjtfiem tend to contradi^l the hitherto received opinions.

About fifty years after Thales, lived the Q^eek philofopher, Pythagoras; who, carrying his

difcoveries farther, firft conceived an idea that the earth itfelf was fn motion, and the utn a

fixed body. This fuppofition was the only one that could reconcile the various phxnomcna
of nature with the celeftial appearances; but a fyftem fo diametrically oppofite to all the pre-

judices of vulgar apprehenfion, was ftifled in it's birth. It was too fublime to be underftood^

or generally received; and the fucceeding philosophers of antiquity, who defpaired of being

able to overcome ignorance by the ftrength of realon, contrived to adapt the one to the other>

and to reconcile phyfical truth with ordinary perception. With this view, Ptolemy, an
Egyptian philo&pher, who flourilhed one hundred and thirty-eight years before the Giiriftian

aera, fuppofed, with the vulgar, that the earth was immoveably fixed in the centre of the uni-

verfe, thie planets being placed near it, with the firmanjent of fixed fiars above; then the

uyfialline orbs ; after which, the Primum Mobile; and, above all, the Coplum Empyrium,or
^(eaven of Heavens. All theft: immenfe orbs were ftated to revolve round the earth once In

twenty-four hours, and likewife at certain periodical feafons. To account for thefe ex-

travagant conceptions, and incredibly rapid motions, he was obliged to conceive a number of

(circles, called eccentrics and epicycles, croiling and interfctfting one another. Thefe doc-

trJRes were seaerally difFufed throughout the world. Ptolemy wrote for all mankind ; the

peripatetic ^ilotbpners, to a man, promulgated his fyftem; his writings \Vere tranflated not

only into Ar4bic, but into almoft eyery other language} and his opinions were for ages re-

ceived as fifcrcd and irrefragable truths.

Aftier maay agef, Europe at length gained a true tafte for aftronomical tlifquifitionsi

feaching an height in this fublime fcience as far fupcrior to what had ever ^een attained

in Qree^, as tne higheft pitch of Grecian difcovery exceeded that of Egypt.
: Copernicus, a canon or Thorn, in Poland, a man of original genius and indefatigable re-

foltttion, adopted and revived the Pythagorean, or true folar fyftim, which he publiftted ia

the year 1539. This do£trine had been fo long involved it) obfcurity, and covered with the

ruftpf years, that few knew to whom the original difcovery ought properly to be afcribed;

fi} that the reftorer was in general confidered as the inventor, and the philoibphic wreath of

Pythagoras was placed on the brow of Copernicus.

. Mankind, however, had been long taught to confider the earth as an extended plane, and
the refined philofpphy of Copernicus met with many opponents. The inhabitants of Europe
had not yet imnierged from Gothic barbi^-ifm, aqd were incapable of underftandi.rig, and
^onfequently of rel^hing, the fublime demonfirations of Aftronpmy. The fi^pe^rior Itarnin^

and juft conceptions of Copernicus, were doomed to give way to the crude ideas of Tycho
Skahe^ a noble Dane} who, fenfible of thje d(;fe£l$ of the Ptolemaic fyftem, but unwilling to

acknowledge the motion of the earth, conceived a new fyftem ftill more abfurd and embarralTed

than that of Ptolemy, which it was intended to overthrow- He allowed the moon a monthly
motion round the earth, as the centre of it's orbit ; and made the fun the centre of the orbits

^f the other planets. In conformity to this idea, th<: fun, with all the planet^;, turned round,

the earth once in twenty-four hours. This fyftem, however repugnant to common lenfe,.

and found philolbphy, met with it's admirers} and, in particular, the great mathematicion

X<<MigoiDontanus io far refined upon it, as to admit the diurnal motion of the eattb, though;

Ite treated with contempt the notion of it's annual revolution.
"" .'{•

But the light of fcience began foon after to difFufe itfelf over Europe, and the mifts of
error and vulgar prejudice diffipated before the rifing fun. The circumftance of Mngellan'*.

furiounding the globe, after a ypyagjevfi 124. days, apparently without altering his courfe,.

ticmonftratei.
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(Icmonftrated 0te rotundity of the earth, and paved the way to a difcovery of it's motion.

Future navigators did the fame; the figure of the earth was now determined with fufficient

accuracy; and the difcoveries which were perpetually making by Tea, taught the neceflityof

attending to aflronomy, on which navigation itfelf depends. Learned men fprung tip in

various nations. Rhecicus Maqdlipus, Kepler, Rothman, GaiTendus, and feverafotherS)

dcfervc vyrcll u/ pbilorpphy in general. Galileo, in 1610, firft invented the ufc of telefcopesi

wi^ic^t by jfacilitating ubfervations, tended to the difcovery of frelh arguments in favour of

the earth's motion, ana confirmed thufc which Copernicus had already broached. Hut fupcr*

.

ftition ftili prevailed ; and frcp enquiry was checked, left itfliould develope myfteries which

it was natural that bigot» (hould wifh to conceal. The doctrine of Antipodes, and the mo-
tion of the earth, were conceived, by the blind zealots of the church of Rome, to be repug-

nant to the Scripture records; and Galileo w^s charged by the Papal fee with a damnal^e

herefy, for which he was condemned to die, ifi the 79th year of his age, but r^cai^ted) (9

fave his life.

The Papal power, however, was not always.to prevail. The glorious Reformation placed

a conftderable part of Europe beyond it's power, and taught mankind that the 'Scriptures

were given as rules of life, and guides to everlafting glory, but not ais mftru£lors in the

fcience of philofophy; the facred writings being always exprefled in terms fuited to the ap-
prehenfions of fhort-ftj^hted mortals. From this sera we may date the progrefs of univerfal

fcience.

Atthchegioniag of iheprefent cea];ury,.tbc immortal Kewton, endowed ytith more than

|h'jman intslligence, unveiled the,works of nature, and difylay^d theomnipotence of theCrea-

;tor, with a fpTendpr of which mankind i^ general had never formed any juft conception*

iHis reiearches laid open the Whole univeffe of matjter; he not only explained the motions of
the heavenly bodies, but the general Uws of natqre, according to which they moved: this

•law is called gravity, or ^ttradtion; which operates univerfally through all the regions of
mattery retains the.fea within it's fhores, and the rivers within their beds; keeps the planets

lin their orbits, and prefcfrves the whole fal|>ric of nature in perfect harmony and order»

And here, who^an fufHcientlv admire the Divine wifdom and power confpicuou^ in all

the.wofks .of .OainipQten.ee J What auguftj iyljAt amaaing conceptions, muft fill the mind,

of mai), on fvrveying, the thoufands of worldiS which roll around us in rapid motion, yet

calm, regukr, and -harmonious ! And if the magmficence difplayed in the material crea-

tion, which is the leaft confidcrable of the works of God, ftrike us with fuch wonder and
dcHeht, -hovr grcatj wife, and-bountiftrl, moft that "Power be, which firft fpoke them into

exiffentc I • ;

JV

^rlf" S^iE.CT;', III

THE COPERNICAN, OR TRUE SOLAR SYSTEM.

'Ifa I

THE reyolution ojf the planets and comets round the Sun, as their centre, conftitutes

what is called the Solar Syftem. The Copernican philofophy, which, as wt have
• obiervijd before, can alqne fplve the variousphxnomena of nature, places theplanet Mercury
heareft to the ^uhj' theh Ysnus, the Kartl), Mfrs, Jupiter, and Saturn; and, beyond them»
the firavament of the fixed Aars, which are all fuppofed to be at equal diftances from their

centre the Sun. The path in which thefe planets move is called their orbit; and aftrono-

mers have made it evident that each of the fix planets above-mentioned has it's refpec-

4iveorbit, and ftated revolution. All thefe are opaque bodies; and, like the Moon, thc3r

borrow their light entirely from the Sun, as is evident from their appearing, when viewed^

througlk
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through a telefcope, with all the variouti phafes and change* of the MooH. xhey all mors
round the Sun in elliptical forms, from weft to eaft, in their dire£t motions; but, in their

retrograde courCe, from eaft to weft; having, at the fame time, a revolution on their own
axis, from eaft to weft, like the Sun.

Mercury and Venus, hecaufe they move within the orbit of the Earth, are called inferior

planets} and this brings them fometimes between the Earth and the Sun, from which cir-

cumllance their tranfits are denominated. Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, hecaufe they move
in larger orbits than the earth, are called fuperior, or perhaps more properly exterior planets.

The Earth is attended by one, Jupiter by four, and Saturn by five moons, which alfo re-

ceive the name of fatellites. Thefe fatellites, or moons, are called fecondary, as the former

are called primary planets.

The periodical revolutions of the planets round the Sun have been determined with great

accuracy, aiid it is evident that the fquares of thofe periodical times are to each other as

the cubes of their diftances from the oun^ hence their relative diftances, their motions,

magnitudes, and other phxnomena, have been calculated according to the following eafy

and perfpicuous Table.

TABLE OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM.
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fummer. Such a degree of heat muft therefore render Mercury uninhabitable by beings

of the fame compofition with oiirfelves : but, as the Alrtiighty can with the utmofl: facility

adapt bodies to the temperature of the planets they inhabit, we may rcafonably conclude
th.it Mercury is peopled as well as our earthly globe. The diurnal motion of this planet,

and the variety of feafons he may be expofed to, have never been afcertajned, on account

of his vicinity to the Si ; but it is certain that Mercury performs his revolution round the

Sun in ,87 days 23 hours and 16 minutes, which conftitute the year, with a velocity of
about 109,000 miles .an hour.

Mercury changes his phafes according to his various pofitions, and appears full in his

fuperior conjundlions with the Sun ; but, on his approach towards him, is falcated like the

rew-mion. The Sun's diameter, from the region of Mercury, appears three times as bi^

as fiomjth»^rth; and this planet being nearly three times as near him as we are, the Sun's

difk mujft feem fcveii times as large as with m^k

4 — —V-E-NU^S-.:
o<

1 »>-' .

The next planet is that called Venus, v/ho appears in hergrcateft luftre" when' removed:

about 40 (If?; -es from the Sun, round which ihe revolves in an orbit confiderably larger

than that of Mercury; yet her greateft elongation, or apparent diftance from the Sun, is

.never ir.ore than 48 degrees. This is the moff refulgent of all the planets, and, accord-

ing to her pcifition with regard to the Sun, is feen forrtetimes in the morning before His

rilmg, when fhe is called Phofphortls, or the.Morning Starv and IbmetimeS after the iSun's

fetting, and then flie obtains the name of Hefperus, or the Evening Star. In her direit

motion (he is beyond the Sun; but, in her retrograde, between him and the Earth j and, when
flie is altering either of thefe pofitiuiis, for a time becomes ftationary. Her annual, or
periodical revolution, is performed in 224 days. 17 hours, with a velocity of upwards of
80,000 miles in an hour; and her motion round her own axis, which forms her natural day,

is finiflied in 23 hours. Her d^iftance .from the Sun is above 68,000 milts.;, and. her fiz? i^

nearly equal to that of the E.aVth. As V.ienus,likc the reft of the. planets, receives her light

from the Sun, fhe has all the various appearances of the Moon,, being gibbous, horned,

and full, in rotation. The days and nights in the region of V^nus are nearly eq.ual, ,e;^-

cept at her poles ; her axis being nearly at right angles with the plane of her orbit. Th?
heat oh the furfAcc of this planet miift'be twice as much as with us, though far more
moderate than that on the furtace of Mercury. As neither Venus nor Mercury have
any attendant fatellites, it is probable that the beneficent Creator of t^e wofjld has.qr-
dained' that ihe Sun, to' which t,hey ate fo, nea^i ihould luEe^fede tbi^ oeceffity o,^ a.fccouar

wary light*
^^ ^^j^ ^. ,^,j.q„£ ^.j , f, .f, ,,,o-,j .jv,.-f, ^.j vrjiiseq-jp f'r.u'd 3 Ij moil r'liun'jjno

.,0 7 V'

alio T HhB £ A R THl-^"'- 'l^iflv.- ri)ir;j tHj f
i

Ji ,fts'i n\

'le Vfl

tr appears- from all the various phxnomena of nature,' particularly from the.ri/in^ and
fetting of the Sun, Moon, and ftars, and it's ihadow^n the Moon when eclipfed, that the

Earth is nearly fpherical, or rather, in the language of aftroiiomers, an oblate fpheroid; that

^6, a little more flatbed towards the ppl^ss than at tht eqi»tpr. Theihigheft hrlls, and the

deepeft val.lies, as they bear no more; proportion to the- bulk df the Earth than. the little af-

perities on .the rind of an orange to the fize of that fruit, or than fo many grains of fand to

,tbe extent of a common globe, cannot in the leaftcontraditS^ it's fpherical. figure^

The Earth's motion is from weft to eaft, which occasions the Sun^ Moon, and ftars, to

appear as if they moved from eaft to weft. In it's circular motion, it revolves round the

Sun in 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes and 55 feconds,. which -conftitute our year, at the

rate of about 67,256 miles an hour^ notwithftanding which »inaaing Ulerity, we ace not

even
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tven fcnfiWeof it'^s motion. But, befides it's regular orbit round the Sun, the Earth has

a central motion on it's own axis once in 24 hours, w^hich maltes our natural day. The
diamrter of the Karth is 7,970 miles, ihougli it's bullc is i,200,coo times kfs than the Sun^
The quantity o) heat it receives from the grand fountain of day, varies according to fea-

foiis and climates. At the equator it is intenfely hot; in the temperate zones it is fome*.

times hot, ^nd f metimes cold; and, at the pijes, the air is always intolerably feverc; yet
it is every where admirably luited to the nature of the foil, and the conftitutions of the be-
ings who inlubit thefe relpttitivc divifions. And if To much wildom, goodnefs, and power,
are difplayed in the diflriliution of every thing on our earthly globe ; and the Eternal Pro.-

vidence has provided not only for our wants, but even in ths moft abundant manner for

our comfort; may we not realonably conclude, that in thofe planets with which we are un-
acquainted, the fau.e Almighty hand».thc fame unbounded mercy, are alilce confpicuous!

T H E M O ON.
The Moon h an attendant fatcllite upon our Earth, which fhe regards as her centre, and

in whofe vitinitv flic conllantly remains. Her mean diftance from the Earth is 24,000 milea^ ,

and her dianictir i^ about 2180. Her orbit is an ellipfi^, in which fhe is retained by the force

of gravity, and her central motic/i is performed in 27 days 7 hours and 48 minutes, which
conllitute- her na;ura! day,, or (us it is called) periodical month. But the time from.
-her two conjuntliuns with the Sun makes 29 days 12 hours and 44 minutes, which is

called a fynodical m nth; for, as the Earth is continu.illy progreflive, the Moon, after com-
pleating one r.'VL.Iution, will have a (mall arch to delcnbe, to get between the Earth and the

Sun again;, and this, which takes up 2 da- 55 hours and i minute, makrs the difference be-

tween a peiiodical and fynodical month.. At her conjunction with the Sun Hie is invifiblc

to us ; but foon after appears falcated,, with a fmall part of her hcmifphere enlightened. As
flie advances farther in her orbit, her face becomes gradually more lucid, till the enlight-r

ened part forms a femicircle; which is the boundary of her firft quarter. Her orb (till

.continuing to become illumined, at lad fhe comes in oppofition to the Sun, when her whole
hemifphere becomes vifiblc. It is thrn full-moon; after which flic continually decreafes, in

the fame proportion fhe increafed, till fhe forms another conjunSion wiih the Sun. And
here we are to obferve, that, at the time of ncw^moon, flie is with us by day, and moves
between the Earth and the Sun in a dire£l motion; but, at the time of full- moon, fhe attends

us by night, and then her motion is retrograde, bccaufe the harth is betwe-.n her and the

Sun. To account for the various phafes ot the Moon, it is only neceflary '.o confider, that

fhe u ?n opaque body, borrowing her light entirely from the Sun; and that, according as

flie is in conjunction with him, oppofitjoato him, or b»;tween both, llie will, of confequencc,

he more or jefs illumined.. The quantity of Jight and heat which the Moon receives from
the Sun is ftill more variable than that of the Earth; for, in her conjundtion with the Sun,

(he is abundantly more heated than when in oppofirier. to iiiin.

This planet always appeal switb th** fame lide turned towards the Earth,. in which are fc-

veral maculie or fpots intermixes with parts of a moie.IuciJ i ue, which have been taken fee

mountains, lakes, continents, and feas.

As the Moon ferves f6r a light to our earth, fo fhe reciprocal; /receives the advantage of

being lightid by it; and, if bodies refle£l according to the r.. ijnituile of their furfaces, it is

evident that the Earth will remit to the Moon ncaily 15 times as mu~h light as it receives

from her.

MARS.
Mars, whois theleaftof all the planets, exctpt Mercury, and ncarefl to the Earth in the

fular fyUem, moves in his orbitrouud the Sun in a direct mptiuu fioiu v^xlVtacait.j but, ii> his

^ , .. retrograde
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retrograde iridtion, from eaft to weft. This planet always appears with t duifky, red<lifli lighf,

whence aftronoiners conclude that he is encompafied wrth a thick cloudy atmofpherc} and,

on this account, have never been able to determine whether he has any fatellite, or moon,
revolving about htm. In his dircA motion, he is, with refpeA to the Earth, beyond the Suh,

and could onlr be apparent to us by day; for which reafon he is feldom feen, eixcept in a

total cclipfe at the Sun ; but, in his retrograde motion, he is then neareft the Earth, and eon*-

icquently appears at night. The mean diftanceof Mars from the Sun is about 145,014,148
miles, and his Aze five times lefs than that of the Earth. He performs his periodical revolu-

tion round his own axis in i year 321 days 23 hours 27 minutes, which conftitute his year,

with a velocity of more than 550,000 miles an hour; but his diurnal mtition round his

own a*':, is confined to 24 hours 40 minutes. This planet being fo much farther from the

Sun than our terreftrial ball, the light and heat he receives from him muft be lefs by one-

third than what we experience. His axis is nearly perpendicular to the plane of his orbit.

To that he has little diverfity of feafons^ and hi^days and nights are always equal; however,
places fituated in different latitudes will receive different degrees of light and heat, on ac-

count of the different direction of the Sun's rays to the horizon, which is experimentally

felt by us at the equinoxes.

JUPITER.
Beyond the orbit of Mars, is Jupiter, the largeft of all the planets, being above loott

times bigger than the Earth : upon which account, and to compenfate for the diminution ()f

his light and heat by icafon of his immenfe diftance from the Sun, the Eternal Providertct

has provided him with four fatellites, or moons, moving round him from weft to eaft;

which, together with himfelf, are whirled round the Sun in the fame irregular and unequd
orbits as our Moon; being fometimes within and fometimes v.Mthout the orbit of their pri-

mary, Thefe fatellites, which are all invifible to the naked eye, were ftrft difcovered by
Galileo in 1610, who called them Medicean Stars, in honour of the Medici family. After
him, Caflini, a French aftronomer, determined their times and periodical diftancei from Jupiter
in femidiameters of his orb; with whofe Table, as improved by fucceeding aftronomers, wft

have already furnifhed our readers. Befides thefe moons, this planet has a phaenomenon pecu-
liar to himfelf, the Tria Cingula, or Three Zones, commonly called Jupiter's Belts; which,
viewed through a telefcope, have a very agreeable appearance. The immortal NewtotI
is of opinion that thefe zones are formed in his atmofphere, in which are feveral macule,
or fpots, from the periodical motion of which the revolution Of Jupiter round his axis wzi
firft afcertained. In his direA motion, Jupiter could only be vifible to us by day, being
then beyond the Sun, and at his greateft elongation from the Edrth; but in hi$ retrograde
motion he is with us by night, during which time only he is to be difterned. His mean
dj ance from the Sun is upwards of 494,990,000 miles, and his periodical revolution

round the^un takes up the fpace of 12 years nearly; but his diurnal motion round his ovi^n

axis is performed once in 9 hours 56 mmutes, which forms his natural day. The axis of
his diurnal rotation, being nearly at right angles with the plane of his oroit, he can have
jio fenfible change of feafons, which has been contrived by the benevolent Parent of the
Univerfe, to prevent that total darknefs which muft pervade vaft fpaces Of his furfacc were
the axis inclined but aii inconfiderable number of degrees.

SATURN.
On the extreme verge of our A-ftem is the planet Saturn, who revolves round his axis in

the fame diredion as the reft. This planet has five fatellites, or moons, (all telefcopic, or
invifible to the naked eye) which move round the Sun with their primary, in ir -^ular or-
bits, from weft to eaft. 'Tliele are, no doubt, mercifully iittended to remedy the dc -.St of the

Sun's



r N T R O D U C T I o n; xxi

Sun's light, B8 tfie furfacc of Saturn, on account of hi&immenfediftance, without Aich auxili-

aries, muft have been in a i^reat meafure if not entirely dark. The periodical times of i he fattel-

litesof Saturn, and their oiftanccs from him in his fc!mi-diameters, have been compitcd witii

greataccuracy by the penetrating Dr. KTeil ; but diffiirent eyes, affifted by different inftruments,

are apt to diugree in all aftronomical calculations, whcri the re is fo much difficulty, and the

diftance fo inexpreflfbly great. Saturn, befides bis attendant moons, is furround'.d by a
large, broad lucid Ring, about 21,000 miles broad,at a diftance from him almolt correfpond-

ing to it's breadth; fo that, with the afliftancp of a good telefcope, the fpace between Saturn

and his Ring may be clearly diftinguifhedi To the Saturnian inhabitants, if any there ire,

(^nd, from the analogy of creation, we may conclude that none of the planets aredeftitute of

inhabitants) this circle muft appear like a vaft luminous arch in the heavens, copioufly le-

fledling the light of the Sun. The mean diftance of ' aturn from the Sun is upwards of

907,000,000 miles, and his bulk is about 550 times larger than the Earth. This revolutioa

round the Sun takes up the fpace of thirty years nearly, which conllitutes his own year, and

bis hourly p'OgreiEon is about Z2,000 miles. His rotation on his own axis has never yet

been determined; the Vaft diftance, and the want of maculae, have baffled the endeavours of
the moft fagaoious aftronomers to declare whether he has any diurnal revolution or not, and
confequently the length of his days cannot be adjufted. Saturn's diitance from the Sun,
being ten times greater than that of the earth from him, it is computed that the apparent di-

ami'tcr of the Sun from him can appear but about twice as large as the diameter of Venus.

The Sun's di[k, therefore, to an eye in Saturn, will appear lOO times lefr than to us, and^oC

QourD: his light and heat will be diminiflied in proportion.

COMETS.
Having thus, with as much clearnefs and perfpicuityas the nature of the fubje^E will admit,,

endeavoured to defcribe the planetary fydem, we fhall proceed to notice the Comets, which
revolve round the Sun in very oblique orbits, though their periodical times and motions are

as certain and invariable as thofe of the planets, paiSng through the greateft extremes of
heat and cold without any fenfible diminution or addition.

A Comet is a vaft opaque body, with a long tranfparenttail, iffiiing from that fide which
is oppofite the Sun, and being, in reality, nothing more than a very Sender vapour emitted
from the head of nucleus of the Comet, and ignited by the heat of the Sun.

Comets fometimes appear fuddenly; and, after being vifible for a few days or weeks, agaiit^

purfue their devious courfe through immenfe fields of xther, in regions very far beyond the-

limits of our fyftem. Tbefe heterogeneous bodies are vulgarly diftinguiflied into three kinds;,

bearded, tailfd, and hairy: though, in fadt, this divifion relates rather to the feveralfituations-

of the fame Comet, than to the phaenomenaof feveralj for when the Comet is eaftward of the

Sun, and recedes from it, the light before it occafions the appearance of a beard; when it is

to the weft of the Sun, and is approaching to him, it exhibits the appearance of a tail; but
when the Comet and Sun are diametrically oppofite, (the earth iiiterWhlng) the train is hid

behind the body of the Comei, excepting a little that appears on it's verge, refembling a bor-'
der of hair. Comets, befides in their general appearances, differ from the planets in feveral

c(&ntial properties: they traverfe the compafs in all directions; are not confined within the

zodiac, and their orbits are inconceivably more excenttic. Yet, though the Comet in 1680
approached near enough to the Sun to be 2000 times hotter than red-hot iron, and was even .

within the orbit ol Mercury, the plaftic hand of Providence launched it through the iliimi-

roitabie void with fo much prefcience and wifdom, that it happily claflied not with the other

celeftial bodies.

f It
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It is computed, that there are at leaft twenty>one Comets belonging to our (yftem; hut

the periods of three only have been determined with aftronomical precifion. The firft of

will not vifit the Earth again before the year 2225. This laft Comet, at it's greaten aphelion,

isfuppofed to be 11,200 millions of miles from the Sun;and,in it's perihelion, only 496,000
miles from the Sun's centre; moving at the immenfe rate of 880,000 miles an hour: a de-

gree of rapidity which exceeds all human conception

!

Some philofophers have concluded, from the intenfe heat, the erofs atmofphere, and the

apparently liquid ftate of the Comets, that they are the abodes of the damned, who are tor-

tured in thefe fituations with the dire viciffitudes of extreme cold and heat : while others

imagine that they are either furniihed with rational beings of natures fuited to the aftonifli-

!!'

THE FIXE D STARS.

Wk have before obferved, that theCopernican hypothefis fuppofes the Firmament of Fixed
Stars to be the boundary of the univerfe, being placed at equal diftances from the Sun as

it's centre; but modern aftronomers extend the univerfe of planets even to an indefinite

fpace, conceiving every ftar to be a fun, about which celeftial bodies perform their deftined

revolutions.

This fyftem is by far the moft magniEcent, and of courfe the mofl worthy of an infinite

Creator! whofe power and wifdom, as they are without bounds, may with the fame eafe and
probability exert themfelves as well on myriads of fyftems as on one; and he can with as

much facility people illimitable fpace, as our terreflrial ball. Inftead, then, of one fun, and
one world, as the ignorant imagine, we may conclude, that there are fuch an inconceivable

number of funs, fyuems, and worlds, dilTeminated through boundlefs fpace, that if our fun,

with all his attendant planets, were entirely annihilated, to an eye that could furvey the

whole univerfe at once, their lofs would be no more perceived, than that of a grain of fand

taken from the fea-fhore. They would not even leave a fenfible blank in the immenfity of

fpace, though Saturn, the remoteft of our planets, makes an orbit about the Sun of 4884 mil-

lions of miles in circumference, and fome of our Comets proceed myriads of miles beyond
him. What amazing grandeur ! Who can forbear exclaiming, with Dr. Young, < tht wide-
* vout qflrommer is mad!'

In fupport of the plurality of worlds, befldes it's being more worthy of the Deity, and
agreeable to the analogy of creation, we may obfcrve, that the Fixed Stars are no lefs im-
menfe than our Sun, but only diminilhed in appearance by their inconceivable diilancc from
us ; and that they fhine*with their native luftre, which argues the purity of their fubftance.

They are probably all of the fame magnitude, but their apparent dimenuons vary with their

diftances or proximity. The diftance of Sirius, a flar of the firfl magnitude, is computed to

be two billions and two hundred thoufand millions of miles: how immenfely remote, then,

are the telefcopic ftars!

SECT.
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SECT. III.

GENERAL DIVISIONS OF THE EARTH,

WITH THE DOCTRINE OF WINDS AND TIDES.

THE geographical diviflons of the Earth are either natural or political : natural geo-

graphy confiders the earth in general, without regard to particular countries, and
treats principally of the fituation of the globe itfelf, it's magnitude and motions; political

geography not only confiders the (Ituations and conftitutions of each particular country, but

alfo informs us of tbe various political communities which inhabit it, with the nature of
their foil, the length of their days and nights, and every thing elfe which can tend to enter-

tain or inftrudt, in their inftitutions, manners, or laws.

The terreftrial globe is compofedof landand water; and,byan adual experiment,made on the

corre£t and elegant Nine-inch Globes accompanying this work, it is found that the fea-papers

weigh 155 grains and a half, whilethofeof the land weigh only 55; from which it appears that

almoft three-fourths of the furface of the earth, between the polar circles, are covered with

water. In*this computation all between the polar circles and the poles was omitted, on ac*

count of the imperfe£iIy-difcovered ftate of thofe inhofpiuble climes.

The land is divided into continents, peninfulas, ifthmufes, iflands, promontories, and
mountains; the water into oceans, feas, ftraits, lakes, bays, gulphs, and rivers; which, oq
account of the general relation between the feveral parts of both elements, we fhall explain

in the following manner.

LAND.
A Continent is a vaft extent of L^nd, not fe-

parated byany feas ; as£urope, Alia, Africa,

and America.

A Peninfula is a portion of land, every where
furrounded with water, except a narrow
fpace or neck of land, which unites it to

the continent; as, the Morea, which is

joined to Greece; Crim Tartary, to Little

Tartary, ice.

An Ifthmus is a narrow neck of land, by which
a peninfula is united to a continent; as,

the Ifthmus of Darien, the Ifthmus of Co-
rinth, &c.

An Ifland is a tratSt of land entirely fur-

rounded with water, as Great Britain, Ire-

land, Jamaica, &c.
A Promontory, or Cape, is a portion of land,

proje£tine a great way into the fea; as, the

Cape of Gowi Hope, Cape Verd, &c.
A Mountain is a large riflng part of che earth,

which fometimes interfe£ls countries, and
ferves as a boundary between nations.

WATER.
An Ocean is a large extent of water, without

any entire feparation of it's parts by lands
as, the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean»
the Pacific Ocean, &c.

A Sea is a portion of water every where inclofed
with land, except a narrow fpace or neck
which unites it to the ocean; as, the Me-
diterranean Sea, the Adriatic Sea, the Red
Sea, &c.

A Strait is a narrow neck of water, uniting
one fea to another; as, the Straits of Gib-
raltar, the Straits of CaiFa, itc.

A Lake is a quantity of water entirely fur-

roundf-'d by land; as the Lakes ofGeneva,
Conftance, Ontario, ice.

A Bay, or Gulph, is a portion of the fea

w'lich runs a great way up the main land

;

as, the Bays of Bifcay, Siam, &c.
A River is a coIleAion of frefli water, which

devolving itfelf to the fea, ferves not only
to watoT the earth, but likewife often to

divide territories.

From
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From this flieht iketch the affinity between land and water, and in what manner the eno

ieems to be proouAive of the other, will appear confpicuouii; and, that the reader may have

a comprehenfive view of the whole inhabitable world, we (hall fubj-<in the following tabic of
the fuperficial contents of the Globe, and it's divifions in fquare miles, futy to a degree.

'ftnlian Eapirs
Chinefe Empire
Mogul's Empire
Turkiih Empire
Perfiaa Empire
Poland

$i|u«re Mil«9.

Afia ------ 10,257,487
Africa ----- 8,$o6,2o3
Europe - - - . - 2,749,349
North America • • - 3,699,087
Sooth America ... f >4S4>67S

The known inhabitable World - 30,666,806
Seas, and unknown Parts - - - 117,843,821

The entire Globe of Earth and Sea 148,$ 10,627

CONTINENTAL EMPIRES, KINGDOMS, AND STATES.
Sq. Miles.

3.303.485
1,749,000
1,116,000

960,057
800,000

226,414

Germany
Spain with Porlagal
France
Italy

Hungary

Sq. Miles.

156,950
144,236
« 3 1.09s
75.S2S
75.525

Sweden
Norway
Denmark
Netherlands
Switzerland

S<]. Mites.

76.835
71,400
63,000
12,968

7'533

PRINCIPAL ISLANDS.

Borneo
Mad^gaicar
Sumatra
Japan
Great Britain

Celebes
Manilla
Iceland -

Terra del Fuego 42,075
Mindanao 39,000
Cuba 3B,400
Java 38.»50
Hifpaniola 56,000
Newfoundland 35,500
CeykiB »7>73«
Ireland 27,457

Sq. MHea.

228,000
168,000
129,000
ii8,oco

72.9*6
08,000
58,000
46,000

Pormofa
Anian
Sicily

Timor
Sardinia

Cyprus
Jamaica
Ceram
Cape Breton
Socotra

Candia
Porto Rico
Corfica

Zealand
Maj(M>ca

St. Jago

Sq. MHes.

17,000
1 1 ,900

9,400
y,8oo
6,600

6,300
6,000

5,400
4,000
3.600
3,220
3,200
a,520

'•935
1,400

[1,400

Sq. Miles,

Negropont
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But befidei the natural and political divifiooK af the t^rraquoous globe, it admits offfvcral

other!!, either rcfpcSing itfelT, or it's inhabitants, ariflng from the vari'US pufitions of the

fphcre with regard tb the horizon, from ZQnes and climates, and from meridians, parallels,

and;fhadowf ; which varrom diftni^tions and affe^oni we flial) brirflv explain tn tnit place

for the lake o^ f i^utarity, though the ternu will be better un(terftood when we treat of the

ufejof thcGli^a.

tHE POSITIONS OF THB SPHERfi< ...
When the poles of the horiznn are in the ec^uator, it is called a right-fphere, becaufe

then the equator, and all it*s parallels* jcut the horizon at right angles: then the pules of the

World are in the hoiioon, all the ftars rife and f«t, and thedayiand nighea are alwajra equal.

Whenithe poles of the world are the poles of the horizon, it is called a parallel fpheret

the equator and all it's parallels being then parallel to the horison: then the fan, onoon,

and ftars, appear to more in circles parallel to the horisMn} the fame hemifphere of lued liars

is always above the boriaoa} and there it a day of fix nw>ntlu, and a nigltt of fix months, it-

fradlion excepted.

When the poles of the horizon arc any where between the equator and the peka of the

wrorldy, it is eatlsd an oblique fphere: the ec^uator and it^ parallels then cut the horize«

obliquely} the days and nigbcaare of didvrent leagthsy.accordu^ to the difierent feafona of
the year} and one pole only is vifible, .which is more or Icfs elevated according to the obliquity

of the fphere.

ZONES.
The tropics and polar circles divide die earth into five cones or belts, which deihrr their

names from the difrcreM degrees of heai and cold which thcit fituationa fubjeA them to{

(hefe are the torrid zone, the two temperate zones, and the two frigid zones. The torrid

zone occupies that fpace whicb is included between the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn;

.

the two temperate zones are comprehended betwixt the tropics and polar circles } and the

two frigid zones lie within the arAic and aotardic cisckar

, CLIMATES.
Climates are bounded 'byrparallclsof latitude, drawn at fuch a diftance from each other,

that the longed day at the lefTer parallel exceeds that at the. next greater parallel by half an
hour. Between the equator and each~ polar circle are twenty-four fuch climates; and from .

the polar circles to the poles -are fix more, which, increafe not by half hours, but by months.

TABLE OP CLIMATESi.
DIFPEaiNO PROM EACH OTHBR HALF AN HOOR.

Climate*.
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TABLE OF CLIMATES,
OIF.PBIIINC FROM lACH OTHER AM ENTIRB MOUTH,

Climates.

^1

Latitude!.

Deg. Min.

67 IS

69 30

Lo cell Payi,. Clifflatei.

4onthi.

1

2
«7
28

Latitudci.

Dcg. 'Mini

73 «o
78 20

Lopgeft bayi!

'Month*.

JL

n^

«9
30

Latltndet.

U«g. Min.

84 10

90 o

MontrT.

6

MERIDIANS AND PARALLELS.
Those who live in the fame degree of longitude, and in equal latitudes, one north ana

theother fouth c: the equator, are called Antaa^ from am, ttntra; and •uwr, Jemus. The hours

of night and day are the fame with both; but the feafons of the year are contrary.

Thofe who live in the fame latitude, but in oppofite points oflongitude, are called PtriMi,
from M^, tirtum', and «w<c, dtnuu. Their length of days and feafons are the fame; but their

days and nights are contrary.

Thofe who live in equal latitudes, one north an^ the other fouth, and alfo in oppoflte

points of longitude, are called AntipedeSt'ftom mri, tontra\ and mt, ptt. Their days, uights,

and feafons of the year, are all diametrically oppofite to one another.

SHADOWS.
The Afd'u from m. 'u«, are thofe who have no fliadow at noon-day, the fun being then

vertical, which can onl/ happen within the torrid «one.

The Amphiftiiy from «i*«^ and «fua, are thofe who caft their noon fliadi^w at difierent times

both ways, lometimes north and fometimes fouth, according as the funis either, to the north

or fouth of them, which likewife is peculiar to the torrid zone.

TheHettrefdit (torn inft and ma, are thofe whofe noon fliadow falls aiwaysone way; but

acv be either north or fouth, according to the fituation, whether in the northern, temperate,

or fouthern zones.

The Perifcii, from mn and nua, are thofe whofe fliadctv turns quite round them, which
is peculiar to the inhabitants df the polar circles alone, if any there are.

WINDS.
. The earth is every where furrounded by a fine invifible fluid, called the air or atmofpherc,

which extends feveral miles above it's lurface; this has been found, by repeated evperi-

ments, to be both heavy and elaftic, and equally capable of expanfion and compreflion. The
general caufe of the expanfion or rarefaftion of air is heat; and the general caufe of com-
preflion is cold. Hence it is deductble, that if any altCiition is made by heat or cold in any
part of the atmofphere, the adjoining part will be put in motion by the efforts the air per-

petually makes to regain it's natural ftate. This motion of the air we in general call wind;

which, though deemed extremely variable and uncertain, defends on a general caufe,' and

»&s with more or lefs uniformity, in pro()ortion as the adtion of this caufe is more or lefs

conftant.

Winds are properly divided into variable, general, and particular.

Conftant winds are fuch as blow the fame way for fume particular period of time, and ^ ; <

riable winds are thofe which /hifc frequently without any uniform a(Stion.

General winds blow the fan\e way over a large tra£t of fca or land during a connderablc

pirt of the year; while particuU*'- wmds arc thofe which blow fometimes from one point of

th: CQirpAfsi. and fometimes fr()m aoothcrt indiilercntly.

T u A i
Winds

1*1
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winds are again denominated according to the velocity or flownefs of their motion; a

gentle wind is called a breeze, a moderate wind a gale, and a very hard wind a ftorm. The
velocity of wind in a gale does not exceed fifteen miles an hour^ but in ftorms and hurri-

canes it is fumetimes more than fixty.

From thirty decrees north latitude to thirty fouth, there is a conftant eaft-wind through-

out the year, blowmg on the Atlantic andPacific oceans,which obtains the name oftheTrade-

wind. This phaenomenon is occafioned by the aAion of thefun, which in moving from eaft

to weft rarifies and expands the air immediately under him; fo that a ftream or tide of air

always attends him in his courfe, occafioning an invariable eaft wind within thefe limits.

This general caufe, however, is inodiiied bv various particulars, which are of too compli*
cated a nature to be fully difcufled in a work of this fort.

There are likewife periodical winds, called Monfoons, in fome parts of the Indian Sea,

which blow fix months one way, and fix months another. At the changing of thefe mon-
foons, which always happen at the equinoxes, dreadful ftorms of chunder, lightning, and

rain, are frequently experienced. But befides thefe monfoons, wh&fc eeneral ai^ion is moft
perceptible about two hundred leagues from land, there is another kino of periodical winds,

which blow from the land during the night and morning,and from the fea from about noon till

midnightj but thefe are feldom felt more than two or three leagues from the fliore. On the

Guinea coaft the wind blows always from the fouth, weft, orfouth-weft , on the coaft of
Peru, always from the fouth-weft. Between the fourth and tenth degrees of north latitude

and between the longitude of Cape Verd and the moft eafterly of the Cape Verd Iflands,

there is a traA of fea which feems to be cond^ mned to perpetual ci<'ins, attended with tre-

mendous ftorms of thunder, lightnin^and rain.. In failing thcie fix degrees, {hips have
fometimes been detained for months. The only probable explanation of this phaenomenon
is, that the w fterljr winds fetting in on this coaft, meet the general eafterly wind' in this

tra^, which equipoifing one another, and rondenfing the vapours which are colle^ed by each,

occafion the perpetual calms, and almoft inceflant rains.

We have before obferved that the atmofphere is an elaftic fluid, and it^s inferior parts being

prcfled by the weight of the fuperior vapours, are condenfed near the furface of the earth,

but are gradually more rare the higher thev afcend. The weight of air fuftained by every

fquare inch at toe earth's furface, is found by experiments on the air-pump to be fifteen

pounds } therefore every fquare foot muft fuftam 2016 pounds, confequently every middle-

fized man is prefled with upwards of 28,000 pounds: but, as this enormous weight is equal

on a!l fides, and counterbalanced by the internal air in our blood-vefiels, wc are notfenfible

of the prefiure.

To the atmofphere we are indebted for the brightnefs of the heavens in the day-time; for,

without this medium, tha*. part of the heavens only would be illumined which was towards

die fun. In this cafe we fhould have no twilight, but a momentary tranfition from fun-

ihine to the deepeft ftiades of night; and, from the deepeft fliades of night, to the brighteft

funftiine: but, by means of the atnioiphere, the light of the fun is reflci£\ed from the aerial

particles, befc.t: his rifingan fetting; for wlien the earth, by it's diurnal rotation, hath con-
cealed thefun fi'om our fight, the atmofphere being higher than the earth, receives his light,

which it imparts to us by refraction, till the fun being; funk eighteen degrees belcw the ho-

rizon, the twilight ceafes. From the duration of twilight, aftronomers have c^'culated the

height of the atmofphere, fo far as it's denfity is capable of reflecting light, which is found

to be about forty-four miles; but the clouds are feldom two miles from the earth, as the Cen-.

fity of the air at thatdiftance would be too weak to fupport them.
«v

TIDES.
By the Tides we are to underftand that regular motion of the fea, by which it's waters ebb

and flow twice in twcnty.four hours. The dg^rine of tides, wh>ch baffled the inveftiga-

tioa
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In the eeo*n «re fevervl ftrsams or currcflts; one of which runs between Flarkla and the

Bahama Iflands, from north to fouthj another fets in from the Atlantic, througli the Straits

of Gibraltiir, into the Mediterranean; and a third conftantly runs from the Baltic Sea, through

the Sound or Strait between Sweden and Denmark into the Britifh Channel, which occailons

the Baltic itfelf to be deftitutc of tides. Thefe may appear as if contrary to the general hy-
potheOs of the tides; but it ought to be conftdered 'h^t the particular diredtion of any branch
of the tide cannot in the leaft contradict the general diredion of the whole, and that thefe va-
riatigns from the eftablifhed theory are all afcribable to obftrudlions and confinements evi-

dent tjO every geographer.

f

S E C T. IV.

OENERAL DIVISIONS OF THE HEAVENS.
WITH Ati ACCOUNT OF THE VIA LACTEA, OR MILKY WAY, NEBULOUS STARS, &C.

WE have already informed our readers, that the fixed ftars are regarded by modern aftro-

nomers as fo many central funs, having their refpedtive r'{km!> revolving round

them, as the moon, earth, and other celeftial bodies, revolve round the fun in our fyilem.

To diftinsuiih thefe celedial luminaries from one another, in the earlieft ages they have

been cpnfteluted, or reduced to certain forms or images, according to the conceptions of the

ancients; and, as modern times have produced many valuable improvements> the uncon-
ilellatod (tars of antiquity have by degrees been added to the catalogue.

The ftars, then, admit of feveral grand divifions; namely, into the confteilations or figns

of the zodiac; the northern and the fouthern confteilations, whofe refpe6tive names, and

the number of ftars iaeach, either vifibie to the naked eye, or telefcopic, with their different

magnitudes, may be clearly feen in the fubfequent Tables.

THE TWELVE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC.
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CONSTELLATIONS OF THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE.

NAMES OF THE CONITELLATIONS.

I. Urfa Mmor, the Little Bcir
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NAMES OF THE CON sr ELL ATIONS.

8. Hydra, the Serpent
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S E C T. V.

DESCRIPTION OFTHE TERRESTRIAL and CELESTIAL GLOBES.

WITH THEIR REAL AND IMAGINARY APPENDAGES, AND AN EXPLICATION OF THg

MOST USVAL TERMS IN GEOGRAPHY AND ASTRONOMy,
t

Adobe or fphere is 9 round folid body, every part of the furface of which is eqiii-

diftant from it*s centre, an(l may be conceived to be formed by the revolution of a

femicirclc round it's diameter.

Artificial Globes are of two kipds, terreftrial and celefiial.

The terreftrial globe is an artificial reprefentation of the i;9tural C9rth, having the whole
furface of land and fea delineated upon it, in their natural form, order, and fituation.

The celeftial globe is an artificial reprefentation of the heavens, having the fixed flars de-

lineated upon it in their natural qrder and fituation. But here it muft beobferved, that the

ftars are drawn upon a convex fufface, whereas they naturally appear in n concave one. To
obviate this feeming abfurdity, let it only be confidered, that if the globe were made of glafs^

an eye placed in the centre would behold the ftars as they really appear in the firmament of
heaven.

To each globe belopg various appendages or circles, fome of which are real, and others

only imaginary.

The real parts are thof« which follow.

1. THE RATIONAL HORIZON.
The Horizon is exprefled by the upper furface of the wooden ci''cle in which the globe

is fufpended, dividing it into two hemifpheres. This circle determines the rifing and fct-

ting of the fun, moon, and ftars, in any particular latitude} for when any of them come to

the eaftern edge of the horizon, we f^y they rifej and when they reach the weftern edge, then

we fay they fet; from hence, lilccwife, we find the altitudes of the celeftial bodies, and de-

termine the increafe, decreafe, and duration, of night or day, in all places of the earth.

The Rational Horizon contains fcveral ufeful circles; theinnermoft is marked with the points

of the mariner's compafs,of which the eaft) weft, north, and fouth, arc called Cardinal Points;

and thefe are again each fubdivided into eight parts, called Rumbs. The next exhibits the

Twelve Signs of the Zodiac, with their n: nes and characters, and the number of degrees be-

longing to each; beyond which is a Calendar, Aiewing the months, and days of the months,
correfponding with the figns and their rcfpedive degrees.

2. THE BRAZEN MERIDIAN.
I

This large brafs circle, which is called the Meridian, becaufe the fun reaches it at the

meridies, or mid-day, ferves to divide the globe into two equal parts, called the eaftern

and weftern hemifpheres. It is divided into four quadrants, of ninety degrees each; two of
which begin at the equator, and increafe towards the poles, which ferve to (hew the latitude

of places on the terreftrial globe, and the declination of the fun, moon, and ftars, on the ce-

leftial. The other two quadrants are numbered from the poles, and increafe in degrees to-

wards the equator, and thele ferve to elevate or deprefs the polos, according toanyai&gned
latitude.

3. THE
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3. THE HORARY CIRCLE. r%,rjt

The Hortry, dr WoUr Circles, arc fmatl circles on the ^'Iobe,iplacfld at ftie north and'fouth

poles having the hours of the day delilieBtcd up m them with an index to each, pointingto

any particular time. By tlKR-iciilclcs the natural dtiy is divided into twice 12 hourn} the

vppir 12 rcprcfenting noqn, and the lower tnidnij^t. , .The hours on the tfaOern fide 'be-

long to the mbrniug, and. t'hofe bn the 'wdltirn ftite to.fhexfttrnoon. Every )hour talfo an)>

fwers to ftttern degrees ot^hcrquatpr^ bnd diftance'isby that-mcaitsHtplcafure reduced tnib

time. This ciiclc fervcs to Ihcw iht rifing, fcttine, or culminating, of 'the cele(tial hodiea,

and anfwers various dther'ufeful purpol'es,as will be evident when we ent^r on the 'Problems

for the Ufe of the Globes.
•

. . . I'JsU 'jvp
''

4. THE QIUADRANT OF ALTITUDE. '

The Quadrant is a pliant piece of brafs, exaflly ninety degrees, or one quadrant of the

brazen meridian, to which it is fitted by a fcrcw, and fei'ves a variety of purpofesj. particu-

larly to fuppiythe placfe ofan ihfihrtc rtuHnber df Vtt'tickl cirdes, and fo dewrhiine the alti-

tudes, azimuths, kilddi(tiin(!es of the celeftial bodies, or the diftance ^nti 'bearing of placet

from one Another.
•

, , ,

5. THt AJtrs. "• '-«^<'> •'«»-' "*"'.';

The Axis is the fpindleon which the globe turns, the extremities of which reprefent the

poles of the world, and are called thehorth 6r ar£{ic pole, and the fouth or antar»i\ic pole.

The revolution of the globe on it's «His«x1t^lts 'the mariner of thfe(

from weft to ealh

e^rthU diurnal motion

Having thus explained the real appendigecof the Terreftrial and Celeilial Globes, wc
(hall proceed to defcribe their ft'veraljmagininrty parts. . .

' jNn.siU'^

THE SE'NSilBLE 'or APPARENT HOfelZON.
The SenfibleorApparent Horizon is that circle which bounds the fight of every fpeflator

on all fides where the eartl^ and (ky appear to meet, and isof greater or Tefs extent, accordino*

as the eye is nearer to or more remote from the level of the earth. Thus an eye placed ac

five feet above the furface of the earth or fea, will have a profpedl of no more than two miles

and a quarter around, admitting the earth to be perfectly level j but an eye at twenty feeC

high will fee five mil* knd three quarters.

MERIDIANS.
The Meridians ?re imaginary femicircles reaching from pole to pole, and cutting the

equator at right-angWs, at fifteen drgrees diftance frftm one another. They are, however^
numerous and moveable, becaufe every place has a diftindt meridian. When the fun, moon*
and ftars, coine to the meridian of any place, with refpeft to that place they are at the higheft,

and begin to decline as foon as they have paffed it. Among different nations there are dif-

ferent tiril meridians, as they arc called, 01 rather points from Which' longitude eaft 6r weft
begins to be computed) but the capital of every kingdom has of late years been in general

confidercd as the f^ril meridian. .

THE EQJJATOR OR E QJJ I N O CTI AL.
The Equator, orEquinodlial Line,dtvides the artiftcial gidbc into two eqHial parts, formrng

the northern and fouthern hemifpheres. In the language of Aiarincrs this is called the lihey

andfromit thedogitA of latitude are counted- towards thepoles, being equidiftant frdih each;

confequcntly, the poles of the equator, or equinotii4l> are this poles of the globe. On the

i terreflrial
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terreftrial globe this circle it called the equator, and is divided into twice 1 80 degrees, num-
bered eaftward and weftward from the firft meridian; but on the celeftial globe it is called

the equinod:ial, and is divided into 360 degrees, reaching quite round} the nrft beginning at

the point Aries, where the ecliptic aud cquinodial interle<El one another.

Whenever the ftPii connes to this circle, the days and nights are equal all round the

Slobe; becaufe he rifes then due eaft, and fets due weft. Thofe who live under the equator

ave no variation in the length of their days and nightsj the fun is always in their zenith ae

noon, and their bodies caft no fliadow.

From this circle the declination of the fun or ftars on the celeftial globe, or latitude of

places on the terreftrial, are accounted on the meridian; and upon it are reckoned the right

arid oblique afcenflons of the fun and ftars on the celeftial globe, and the longitude of places

upon the terreftrial.

THE ECLIPTIC.
The Ecliptic is a great circle cutting the equator obliquely in the two oppoflte points of

Aries and Libra, with which it makes an angle of 23 degrees 30 minutes. It is divided

into twelve times 30 degrees, which twelve portions arc called by twelve diftcrcnt namcsj
and with regard to their fttuation and correfponding feafons and months, they will ftand m
Allows.

. .

41 > J jki
KORTHERN SIGNS.

{Aries T« the Ram, March and April.

Taurus » , the Bull, April and May.
Gemini n, the Twins, May and June.

i

Cancer 0, the Crab, June and July.
Leo SI, the Lion, Jul^ and Auguft.

Virgo tiK, the Virgin, Auguft and September.

SOUTHERN SIGNS.

::, the Balance, September and 0£lober.

rP,..

ijs! ^Jij rti:

{Libra ^,
Scorpio ni, the Scorpion, Odlobcr and November.
Sagittarius / , the Archer, November and December.

{Capricornus yf^ the Goat, December and January.
Aquarius xr, the Water-bearer, January and February.

Pifces X, the Fifhes, February and March.

Both fular and lunar eclipfes always happen in this circle, from which circumftance it

receives the appellation of the Ecliptic. It is likewife called the Via Solis, or Sun's Path,
becaufc the fun never departs from it; and one revolution of his orb from any one afligned

Eoint in the ecliptic to the fame again, conftitutes a tropical year, confifting of 365 days, 5
ours, 48 minutes, and 57 fcconds.

**'• THE ZODIAC.
In the Zodiac Circle, the breadth of which is 16 degrees, the figns above-mentioned are

placed, the ecliptic being in it's centre, from which, as we have juftobferved, the fun never

departs. Within the bounds of the zodiac all the planets perform their revolutions. It de-

rives it's name from z«tM», Jmmalculum., becaufe the figns with which it is filled bear ths

names of cer^in animals which the ancients fancied tnc figures of it's conftellations rc-

femblcd.
, , :

. .„-i»;«j/p'j 9j71 Is tjjoq > . ..
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THE EQI.UINOCTIAL COLURE.
THiEqvinoAialCoIure is that meridional circle on thcceleftial globe which interfedli the

ecliptic and equinoilial in the firft points ofAries and Libra, which are likewile called Equi-
notffial Points.

THE SOLSTITIAL COLURE.
The Solftitial Colure is that meridional circle on theccleftial dobe which interfeAt the

equinoctial colure at right angles in the poles of the world, and panes through the firft points

0? Cancer and Capricorn, which are from hence called Solftitial Points.

THE TROPIC OF CANCER.
The Tropic of Cancer is an imaginary circle diftant from theei^uator 23 degrees 30 mi-

nutes north; fo called, becaufc it touches the ecliptic in the firft point of Cancer.

THE TROPIC OF CAPRICORN.
The Tropic of Capricorn islikewifean imaginary circle, diftant from the equator 23

degrees 20 mmutesfouth} focalled, becaufe it touches the ecliptic in the firft point of Capri-

corn. The tropics of Cancer and Capricorn iierve as a boundary to the torrid zone, and
liicewife to the revolution of the planets.

THE ARCTIC CIRCLE.
The ArAtc Circle is an imaginary circle, 23 degrees 30 minutes diftaat from the north

pole, ferving as a boundary to tne north temperate zone.

THE ANTARCTIC CIRCLE.
The Antarctic Circle is another imaginary circle, 23 degrees 30 minutes diftant from the

fouth pole, ferving as a boundarjr to the fouth tem[ rate zone. Between the ArAic and An>
tuSt'ic circles and the poles are included the two trigid zones.

THE AXIS OF THE WORLD.
The Axis, though a material fubftance in the artificial globe, is only imaginary in the

real one. It's points are called poles, and around it the globe of the earth revolves once in

24 hours.

PARALLELS OF LATITUDE OR DECLINATION.
The Parallels of Latitude are fo called, becaufe they run parallel to the eqqator at the

diftance of 10 minutes from one another, but are capable of being divided, or imagined to b«
divided, to every minute of the quadrant. When applied to the terrcftrial globe, they are

denominated parallels of latitude j but when applied to the celeftial bodies, they are parallels

of declination.

Explication of the mod ufual Terms in Geography and Aftronomy.

TERRESTRIAL LATLTUDE.
Terrestrial Latitude fignifiestheneareftdiftrmceof theafligned place from the et^uator

towards either poles, meafured on the meridian; and it is of two kinds, north or louth,

according to it's iltuatien with rcfpeA to the equator.
, CBLESTIA6
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CELESTIAL LATITUDE.
jCBtBAt^AL t>atitude is the Heareft diftscnce of the kflt^ned pd'ttft from theeclipticj and is

likewife of two kinds, nafth or fouth, according to it's fituation with refpcA to the ecliptic.
i

TERRESTRIAL LONgiTUDE.
^ Terrestrial Longitude, which is cither eaft or weft, is <be quntvtity of an arch of

the equator, intercepted between the firft meridian and the nieridian of the gi.en place; or

it is the angle at the pole formed by the firft meridian and that of fhe afligned place. But
it muft here be obferved, that the longitude of one place from another does not produce

the true diftance, becaufe the meridians are continually approaching each other, from the

equator towards the poles, where they finally meet: hence, though every circle contain; 360
degrees, every degree does not contain 60 miles, as will appear frdln the following Table
of Longitude, calculated to every degree of Latitude. *

A TABLE OF LONGITUDE,
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MERIDIAN ALTITUDE.
T«E Meridia." Attitude is the altitude of an objeft when it is on the merldran of the plac

.

obferved at, or when it is at it's greateft height at twelve o'clock.

MERIDIAN ZENITH DISTANCE.
The Meridian Zenith Diftance is the diftatice of an object from the zenith, when it is

on the meridian of the place obferved at.

RIGHT ASCENSION.
Rtght Afcenfion is an arch of the equinodial, contained between the fign Aries, and the

degree of the equinoctial which is cut by the brazen meridian, when the fun or ftar comes

to the meridian of the placf.

DECLINATION.
Declination is the diftance of the <un, or any ftar, from the equator or equinoctial,

counted on the brazen meridian in degrtt.:; and it is called North or South, according to

the fide of the equino^iai on which the declination lies.

OBLIQUE ASCENSION.
Oblique Afcenfion is that arch or degree of the equinoctial contained between tlic fign

Aries and the degree of the equino^ial v;hich is cut by the horizon at the rifing of the

fun Oi- flar.

OBLIQUE DESCENSION.
OBLiQt;E Defcenficn is the reverfe of the oblique afcenfioni being the degree of the cqui-

noClial cut by the horizon at the fetting of the fun or ftars.

ASCENSIONAL DIFFERENCE.
Ascensional Difference is the difference of degrees between right and oblique afcen-

fion; and, with regard to the fun, is the cxaCt time that he rifes or fets before or after fix

o'clock.

AMPLITUDE.
Amplitude fignifies an arch of the horizon, contained between the centre of the objeft

obferved, juft at it's rifmg or fetting, and the meridian of the place obferved at; and is de-
nominated either north or fouth.

AZIMUTHS.
The Azimuths are great circles perpendicular to the horizon of « place, and pafling

through it's pole: or, more aftronomicaily fpeaking, an Azimuth is the quantity of an
angle contained between the meridian and a vertical circle, reckoned in degrees on the

horizon, either way.

CELESTIAL AZIMUTHS.
Celestial Azimuths are an angle at the zenith of the place obferved at, formed by the

meridian of that place and a vertical circle pafling through the objcCl obferved.

CULMINATING OF AN OBJECT.
The Culminating of an 0,bjcCl is the precife tini. when it arrives at the meridian of an

afTigned place.

ALMICAN'^ERS.
A1.MICANTERS are parallels of altituuc; being fmall circles, one above another, running

parallel to the horizon.

k G R RAT
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GRKAT CIRCLES.

Great Circles are thofe circles which divide the fphere into two equal part), as the brazen

meridian, the equator, &c.

SMALL CIRCLES.
Small Circles are thofe circles which divide the fphere into unequal parts, as the polar

(ircles, the tropics, 5tc. And it muft be obferved, that every circle is fuppofed to be di-

vided into 360 degrees, every degree into 60 miles, every mile into 60 minutes, every mi-

nute into 60 fcconds, and every fccond into 60 thirds, and fo on.

CIRCLES OF CELESTIAL LONGITUDE.
The Circles of Celeftial Longitude are thofe great circles which pafs through the poles

of the ecliptic, cutting it at right angles, and they are ufually drawn through every 30 degrees,

dividing the fphere into twelve equal parts.

CIRCLES OF CELESTIAL LATITUDE. '

The Circles of Cclcftial Latitude are fmall circles, either drawn, or imagined to be drawn,

parallel to the ecliptic, and ferving to determine the latitude of any celeftial objedl, in the

circle of longitude.

HOUR CIRCLES.
The Hour Circles are thofe meridians which, paiTmg through every fifteen degrees of the

equator, divide the furface of the globe into twenty-four equal parts; and, when reduced

into time, they are exa(£\ly an hour diftant from one another.

CARDINAL POINTS.
The Cardinal Points arc the four principal points of the horizon, anfwering to the eaft,

weft, north, and fouth, quarters of the globe.

EQJLFINOCTIAL POINTS.
The Equinoftial Points are thofe two points where the equator and ecliptic diamctrically

interfc£t one another; in the firlt point of Aries, which is called the Vernal Equinox; and,^

fccondly, in the iirft point of Libra, which is called the Autumnal Equinox.

RECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES.
The Receflion of the Equinoxes is a motion which the equinoclial points have from ead

to weft, at the rate of 50 fcconds in a year, or one degree in 72 years, dircdiy contrary to-

the order of the ftgns themfclves; by which retrograde motion of the eqiiinodtial points

they have receded from their conftellations, with which they were originally together; fo

that, in 25,920 years, or the Platonic year, as it is called, the equinodtial points will make
one entire revolution.

REFRACTION.
Refraction is the difference between the true and the apparent altitudes of an object}

being occafioned by the atmofphere furrounding the earth, which makes the celeftial bodies

appear more elevated than they really arc, and is the caufe of twilieht in the morning and
evening, which begins and ends when the fun is 18 degrees below the horizon.

SECT.
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SECT. VI.

THE USE OF THE GLOBES
IN THE SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS;

BEING A NEW, EASY, AND COMl'LEAT DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTIES OF THE TERRES-

TRIAL AND CELESTIAL SPHERES, WITH FAMILIAR DIRECTIONS FOR WORKING THEM.

PROBLEMS ON THE TERRESTRIAL GLOBE.

PROBLEM I.

To reftify the Globe for any Given Laatudc.

EXAMPLE.

C">|

IVEN London, in 51 degrees 32 minutes north latitude. Place the elobe upon a

X true plane, due north and fouth; elevate the north pole, till the given degree of lati-

tude, on the brazen meridian, juft cuts the horizon; then bring London to the meridian, fix

the quadrant of altitude in the zenith, and the globe will be reaified for the latitude of Lon-
don. If the given place is in fouth latitude, elevate the fouth pole inftcad of the north, and
then proceed as before.

PROBLEM IL

The latitude and longitude of a place being given^ to find the fame.

EXAMPLE.
Given a place in latitude 40 degrees 30 minutes north longitude, 4 degrees 15 minutM

eaih Find the longitude on the equator, and bring it to the meridian ; then obfcrve the givea
latitude on the mendiiui, and under it is Madrid, the place required.

PROBLEM IIL

The day of the month being given, to rectify the glube for that day.

iXfi I.E.

Given November ift, at London, in latituUt 1 deprees 37. minutes north. Fim' th' day
of the month in the calendar on the horizon; and, dire£ll\ agamii it, (lands 9 <l g rocs of
Scorpio; find the fame fign and degree on the ecliptic; bi it to the brazen meridian-, turn
the index of the horary circle to the upper twelve, or noon; elevate the pol xq the latitude

of the place, and the globe is redified for that day.

PROBLEM IV.

To Bnd the longitude and latitude of a given phxce.

EXAMPLE.
Given Rome. Turn the globe till Rome falls under the eaftern fide of the brazen meri-

dian; over it is 41 degrees 45 minutes, it's latitude; and, by looking on the ctj tor for the
degree of longitude interrefled by the meridian, it will bs found to be i j drgrccs call of
London.

i'ROBLEM
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PROBLEM V.

Two places being given, to find their difference of latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given London and Stockholm. Bring London to the meridian, it's latitude, as before, is

51 degrees 32 minutes north; then bring Stocicholm to the meridian, and it's latitude is 59
degrees 30 minutes north; fubtra£t ihe lefler latitude from the greater, and the remainder will

be the difference; viz. 7 degrees 58 minutes. But if one place lie in north latitude, and the

Other in fouth, add their latitudes together, and the amount will give the difference.

PROBLEM VL
Two places being given, to find their difference of longitude.

EXAMPLE.
Given London and Stockholm. Bring London to the meridian, and ohferve it's longitude,

which is 0; becaufe there it begins to be computed; then bring Stockholm to the meridian,

and looking on the equator, you will find 16 degrees 30 minutes eafl; which is the difference

of longitui^ between them.

But if one place lies in eafl longitude, and the other in wefl, add the longitudes together,

and their fum will be the difference of longitude, if it does not amount to 180; but if it

does, fubtradl the amount fiom 360, and the remainder will be the difference of longitude.

PROBLEM Vn.

To find all thofe places which have the fame longitude and latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given Rome in latitude 41 degrees 45 minutes north, longitude 13 degrees eafl. Bring
Rome to the meridian; then turn the globe round, andobferve all thofe places which fall

nder the fame degree of latitude : bring Rome again to the meridian, and obferve all

thofe places which ml under the fame femicircle of the meridian, for fuch have all the fame
longitude.

PROBLEM VIIL

The day of the month being given, to find in what nlaces th" fun will be
vertical at noon.

EXAMPLE.

Given July i. Look for the fun's place on the horizon, which is 9 degrees of Cancer;
find it in the ecliptic; bring it to the meridian: obferve what degree it interfedis; then turn

the globe quite round, and all places which fall under the fame degree will have the fun vcr-

cal or in their zenith at noon.

PROBLEM IX.

The day of the month, and latitude of the plai being given, to find the fun's

meridional altitudi

EXAMPLE.

GivcnOxford, in latitude 51 degrees 45 minutes north, November itt. Re£lify the globe for

the afligned latitude; find the fun's place in the ecliptic, viz. 9 degrees of Scorpio; bring it

to the brazen meridian: obferve how many degrees are intercepted between that point and
the horizon, which will be found to amount to 34. degrees 45 minutes, the fun's meridional

altitude on that day at that place.

PROBLEM.

r:
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PROBLEM X.

The fun's meridional altitude and latitude of the place being given, to find the
day of the month.

EXAMPLE.

Given OxFord* in latitude jei deerees 45 minutes north, the fun's meridional altitude being

14. degrees 45 minutes. Re^ify the globe for the afltgned latiuide} reckon the given num-
er of degrees on the meridian, from the fouth of the horizon, which will end at 9 degrees of

Scorpio: then look on the horizon for the correfponding day, and it will appear to be the

rft of November.

PROBLEM XL
To find what o'clock it is in any other part of the world, a particular place and

hour being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, at noon j and Port Royal in Jamaica. Bring London under the meridian}

fet the index of the horary circle to twelve at noon; then bring Port Royal under the meri-

dian, and the index will point to three-quarters paft fix in the morning.

PROBLEM XIL

To find the Tength oftheday and ni^t on any particular day, in a given latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given November i, at London,- latitude 51 degrees 39 minutes north. Elevate the note

to the affigned latitude; find the fun's place for the given day, and bring it to the eaftern'

verge of the horizon; fet the index of the horary circle to 12 at noons turn the globe till

the fun's place touch the weftern verge of the horizon; then obferve what hour the index

points to, which is 10 nearly, the length of the given day, and which being fubtradedi

from 24, will fliew the length of the night;

yi PROBLEM Xin.

To find tIMfAntaeci, Feriaeci, or Antipodes, of any affigned place;

EXAMPLE.

G iven London, in latitude 51 degrees 3a minutes north. Bring Londdn to the meridian S-

iind the fame latitude fouth, under the lame meridian, which point will be the Antaeci of
London. Turn the index of the horary circle to 12 at noon; then revolve the globe till the

index points to 12 at night; and the place that falls under the given latitude wul be the Pe-
rixci of London. Let tne globe remain in that pofition, and obferve what place falls direAly

under the fame degree in fouth latitude; fur that will be the antipodes oif London, or thie

point of the globe diametrically oppofite to it.

PROBLEM XIV:

To find the hour ofthe day, at any time, when the fun fhines, in any given latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north. Elevate the globe according to the

affigned latitude, place it on a true plane, due north and fouth, allowmg for the variation

;

the horary circle then becomes a fun-dial ; and a pin being ftuck in it's centre, will fupply

the place of a gnomon, the ibadow of which will pflint tom hour of the day.

I PROBLEMi
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PROBLEM XV.

To find the hour of the day, in any given latitude, on any particular day,

EXAMPLE.
Giren London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north,. June i. Elevate the pole to the

affigoed latitude; fix the globe due north and fouth, allowing for variation; find the fun's

place in the ecliptic for the eiven day; fix a fmall pin or needle exa£tly in that point perpen>

diculary; bring the fame to the meridian; fet the index of the horary circle at noon; turn the

Slobe till the pin or needle points to the fun, without calling any fhadow; then obferve what
our the index points to, and that will be the true time required.

PROBLEM XVL
To find the meridian line of any place, at any time when the fun (hines.

SXAMPLE.
Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north. Elevate the globe to the given

latitude; take the altitude of the fun with a nautical quadrant; mark it on the quadrant of

;dtitude; fix a pin perpendicularly upon a true plane; draw a ftraig^t line parallel to the fha-

dow it ^fb: defcribe a circle round it; find the fun's place in the ecliptic: fix the quadrant

uf altitude in the zenith of the given place: move the globe and quadrant together, till the

qijuliml coincides With the fun a place; reckon upon the horizon the number of d»recs in-

tercepted between the edge of the quadrant of altitude and the meridian; fist them on with a

protra^r, upon the aforefaid circle, beginning at that end of the line which lies towards the

fun, and proceeding towards the left-hand, if it be morning; but towards the right, if after-

noon; fbnntng a point in the circumference where the reckoning ends; draw a line from

that point through the centre of the circle, and the fame will be the true meridian line of

the place.

PROBLEM XVn.

To find all thofe places in the north frigid zone, where the fun begins to fhine

without fctting* on any given day.

EXAMPLE.
Given May 12. Find the fun's place in the ecliptic for the given day, and bring it to

the meridian; reckon the fame number of decrees on the meridian, from the north pole, as

are intercepted between the fun's place and the equator; and obferve where the reckoning

ends; turathc globe about, and obferve what places fall under the fame decree of the meri-

diitni which art all fuch as the fun begins to fhine on without fetting. 1 he fame number
of degrees fet off on the meridian, from the fouth pole, and the globe being turned round,
will Oiew all thofe places where the fun begins totally to difappear.

PROBLEM yvin.

To find upon what points of the compafs the fun will rife and fet, in a given
latitude, upon any particular day.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, March 2iil. Elevate the globe
to the alEgncd latitude; find the fun's place in the ecliptic for the given day ; bring it to the

enftern verge of the horizon, and it will fhew that the fun rifes due eaft: bring the fame place

to the wdlcxn verge of the horizon, and it will appear that the fun fets due well on the

given day.

PROBLEM
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PROBLEM X[X.

To find the length 6i the Ibngeft diy Ift atty particular latitude.

tXAMm.
Given London, in latitude 51 idegftM 32 minutei norihi Ekvati the globe td the giiren

htttude; bring the flrft degree cf G^ncer, the btmnAaif of the lei^ of: JUys in ndrth lati-

tude, to the eaftern v*it^ of the herifeoh; (kt thd iffdM^ the horary circle to ia at noon;

bring the firft point of Cancer to the weftern verge of the horizon; then obfcrve the number

of hours contained between 12 atMdaih iind the hb<irpbihttd to, which will appear to be 16

hours 30 minutes, the length of the longeft dayj which fubcradled from 24, will give the

duration of the Ihortell night, viz. 7 Hoiirs 30 minate$.
-- cJ^-

PROBLEM, XX.

;i degrees 32 mfnurti n6tth, Septlft^i^ef ii; Elerafte the

the fun's place in the^ ediptfc, afnd bring it to the brazen

' '*
- To find the length 6C the Ihorteft day in anjr particular latitude^

EXAMPLE. •
: t: i,

"
Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north. Elevate tii6, globe to |:he given

htitude; bring the firft point of Capricornt the boundary of the (horteft day iii north lati-

tude, to the eaftern vei^a of the horizon; fet the index of the horary circle to |2 at noon;
bring the firft point of Capricorn to the weftern Veree of the horizon } then obfcrve the num-
ber of hours contained between 12 at noon and the npur pointed to,yhich will appear to be
7 hours 30 minutes, the length of the fliorteft day; which, fiibtra^d from 34^ WiU gi^e the

duration of the longeft night, viz. 16 hours 30 minutes.

PROBLEM *XL
To find the time ol the rifing and fetting of thefon, the latitrfde of the place tod

day ofthe month being given.

, V ,
EXAMPLE.

Given London, in laf?t'ude"5i

globe to the given latitude-, find the

meridian; fet the index of the horary circle at noon; turn the globe till the fun's place

touches the eaftern verge of the horizon, and the index will point to the time of rifing, viz.

at 6 hours: then turn the globe till the fun's place touches the weftern verge of the hori-

zon, and the index will fbew the tim? of the fun's fetting, viz. at 6 hours. The hours be-
tween the fun's rifing and fcttihg being numbered according to the revolution of the globe^

will give the length of the day; or, mure pradiically, the hour of fctting being doubled will

give the fame.

PROBfLEM XXn.

To find the latitude, the length of the longeff day being given.

r EXAMPLE. • . _ _j.

Given id hours for the longeft day. Bring the firft degree of Cancer to the mcrFdian,
without rcearding the pofition of the globe; fet the index to noon; turn the globe wcft'ward,
till the index points to 9, the half of the given hours; keep the globe fixed, and move the
meridian till the firft degree of Cancer coincides with the horizon; then obferve what diegree

of the meridian is cut by the horizon under the north pole, which will appear to be j8 de-

grees 30 minutes, the latitude required.

f PROBLEM
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PROBLEM XXIII.

To find what climate any place is in> the latitude being given.

azAMriB.
Given London, in Utitudie 51 dentet 32 minutes north. Find the lenath of the longed

Aiy hj Problem XIX, which it 16 hours 30 minutes; from which fubtra^ 121 and the re*

inainaer being turned into half hours, will give 9, the required climate.

PROBLEM XXIV.

To find the beginning of morning twilight, and the end of evening twilight,

the latitude of the place and day of the month being given.

BXAMPtB.

Given London, in latitude 5 1 dcerees 3a minutes north, April 10. Elevate the globe to the

given latitude; fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith; find the fun's place in the eclip-

tic for the given dav, and bring it to the meridian ; fet the index of the horary circle at noon ;

find the degree of tne ecliptic oppofite to the fun's place, by turning the globe till the index
points to 12 at night} move the globe till the degree oppofite the fun's place and the i8th
degree on the quadrant of altitude coincide, on the weftern fide of the globe; then obferve

what hour the mdex points to, which will be at 3 in the morning nearly, the time when
twilight begins. Move the globe again till the degree oppofite the fun's place and the

l8th degree of the quadrant of altitude coincide, on the eaftern Mt of the globe, obferving

what hour the index points to, which will be at 9 in the evening nearly, the end of twilighu

By fubtra£ting the time of fun-rifing, from the commencement of twilight, you have the

duration of twilight in the morning; and by fubtraAing the time of fun-fetting from the

ib.'^d of twilight, you have the duration of evening twilight.

PROBLEM XXV.

To find all thofe places whofe longeft days are of the fame length, the length of
the longeft in any particular place being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given 15 hours for the longeft day. Find the latitude from the Table of Gimates or^^

refponding to the given length of the day; obferve it en the brazen meridian; then turn the

globe round, and all thofe places falling under the fame degree of the meridian, have their

longeft days the fame.

PROBLEM XXVL
To find in what parallel of latitude the fun never, fets for an afligned'number of

days, not exceeding half a year..

EXAMPLE.

Given 1 60 days. Reckon as many degrees on the ecliptic, beginning at the firft degree of
Cancer, as amount to half the given number of days; bring the point where the reckoning
ends to the meridian; obferve how many degrees are intercepted between it and the pole*,

which will appear to be 86: reckon the lame number of degrees on the meridian from the
equator towards the gole; and that will (hcwthe required parallel of latitude.

PROBLEM
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PROBLEM XXVir.

To find what other day ofthc year will be of the fume length with any given diiy.

FXAMI'I-E.

Given March 23. Bring the fua's pl.ite to the m.-ridian, and obferve what degree it in-

tcrfciJtsj then turn tlie globe till fome othi r degree of the ecliptic falls under tlic ume point

of the miridian, which is the fun's place for thr day required; and, by comparing it with

the calendar on the wooden horizon, it will appear to be September 21.

PROBLEM XXVin.

To know at what hours of the day the fun will be due caftor weft, the latitude

ofthc place and the day of the month being given.

LXAMPLB.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees jja minutes north, May i. Elevate the globe to

the given latitude; bring the fun's place Ht the meridian; fet the index to noon; itx the qua-
drantof altitude in the zenith, bring it to ihc eaft point of the horizon, and turn the gl<>be

round till the fun's place touch it's graduated edge; then obferve the hour pointed to by the

index, which is three quarters part fix in the morning, when the fun is due «a(t : bring the

quadrant to the wcfl point ofthc horizon, and turn the globe till the fun's place touch it's

edge; then obferve the hour pointed to, which is nearly five in the afternoon, wl^en the fun is

due weft.

PROBLEM XXIX.

To find all thofe places which have the fame, or the contrary hours of the day,
with a place given.

EXAMPLE.

Given Lifl>o:9. Bring Li{bon to the meridian, and obferve what places are exa£tly under
the eaftcrn fide of the upper fcir.icircle of the meridian, for all thofe places have the fame
hours of the day.

To find thofe places which have contrary hours, fet the index at noon, turn the globe till

the index comes to midni^'.hf, and obferve what places lie under the caftcrn fide of ,*he upper
femicircle of the meridian, for all thofe places have oppofite hours with thofe at Lilbon.

PROBLEM XXX.
To find in what places it is noon, or any other hour, a particular place and hour

of the day being given.

EXAMPt.B.

Given London, at ten, after meridian. Bring London to the meridian; fet the index to

the given hour; turn the globe till it points at noon; and obferve all thofe places which are

under the eaftern fide of the upper femicircle of the meridian, for in fuch it is noon at the
given time. In the fame manner, by fetting the index to any particular hour, with the place

brought under the meridian, and turning the globe till the index points to any other required

hour, the time in all thofe places falling under the eaftern fide of the upper femicircle ofthc
meridian may be known.

m PROBLEM
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PROBLEM XXXI.

To find all thofe places where the fun is rifing or fetting, that are jllumincd, or
in darkncfs, the latitude of a place, day, and hour, being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, July i, at ten, after meridian.

Elevate the pole to the afligned latitude; find the particular place where the fun is vertical

at the given time, and bring it to the meridian ; obferve what places are in the weftern femi-

circle of the horizon, for in them the fun rifes at the given time; then obferve what places

are in the eaftern femicircle of the horizon, for in them the fun fets at that time : thofe places

lying under the upper meridian have mid-day, and confequently the upper hemifphercofthe

globe is enlightened; while thofe places lying under the lower meridian have midnight, and
confequently the lower hemifpherc is darkened.

PROBLEM XXXIL
To find the time when the moon will rife, fet, fouth, or come to the meridian,

of any given place; the latitude of the place, day of the month, and the moon's
latitude and place, bei'

^
given.

EXAMPLE.
Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, Auguft i, the moon 20 degrees 30

minutes Pifces, and her latitude4 degrees fouth. Elevate the globe to the given latitude; bring

the fun's place to the meridian; fet the index of the horary circle to noon; find the moon's
place in the ecliptic, attending to her latitude, and turn the globe till it coincides with the

eaftern fide of the horizon, then will the index fhew the time of the moon's rifmg: bring

the moon's place to the meridian, and the index will fliew the fouthing; then bring the moon's
place to the weftern fide of the horizon, and the index will ihew the time of fetting.

PROBLEM XXXin.
To find all thofe places in which a lunar eclipfe will be vifible^ a particular day

and hour being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given an eclipfe of the moon, September 10, at halfpaft 1 1 at night. Find the fun's place

in the ecliptic for the given day, and then obferve the point exadlly oppofite to it, which is the

moon's place at that time; find the place upon the globe to which the fun is vertical at the

given hours, and likewife the antipodes of that place; bring fuch antipodes to the horizon
under the meridian, then obferve what places are in the upper hemifphere of the globe, for

to all fu h the eclipfe will be vifible more or lefs.

PROBLEM XXXIV.
To find all thofe places in which a folar eclipfe will be vifible, a particular day

and hour being given. '

EXAMPLE.
Givenaneclipfeof thefun, Auguft i,at lohours i5minutes after meridian. Find the fun's

place in the ecliptic for the given day, and then the particular place to which the fun is ver-
tical at that time; bring that place to the meridian; elevate the pole to the latitude of that
place, and obferve all thofe places which lie ip. the upper hemifphere, for to fuch will the
eclipfe be vifible.

PROBLEM
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PROBLEM XXXV.
To obferve upon the clobe at once the length ofdays and nights, with the com-

mencement and duration of feafons, a particular latitude being given.

Rectify the globe to theafllgned

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north,

latitude; bring the firft point of Cancer to the meridian ; then obferve all tlie parallels of
north Ltitude from the equator to the tropic of Cancer, which reprefent the length of diurnal

arches or days in fummer; obferve again all the parallels of fouth latitude from the equator
to the tropic of Capricorn, which reprefent the length of diurnal arches or days in winter.

Then, by looking along the ecliptic from Aries to Cancer, the beginning and end of fpring

may be Icen; from Cancer to Libra forms the fummer quarter; from Libra to Capricorn,

the autumn; and from Capricorn to Aries again, the winter quarter. Thus may various

phicnomena in geography and aftronomy become felf-apparent to the moft common apprc-
hcnfion.

PROBLEM XXXVL
To find how many miles make a degree of longitude, in any given parallel of

latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given the parallel of latitude for London in 51 degrees 32 minutes north. With apliant

piece of fine brafs-wire take off any number of degrees from the given parallel, fuppofe 20;
then apply that diftanceto the equator, and obferve how many degrees it makes there; after

which ufe the following proportion.

As 20, on ths equator.

Are to the number in the latitude given {

So is one degree of the equator.

To the number of minutes equal to a degree in the afiigned latitude.

By which it will appear that 37 minutes 5 feconds make a degree in the latitude ofji de-

grees 32 minutes north.

PROBLEM XXXVIL
To find the bearing of one place from another.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, te find the bearing of Rome from it. Elevate the globe to the latitude of

London; bring London to the meridian, and fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith; lay

the edge of it to Rome, and obferve what point it cuts on the horizon, which will appear to

be fouth-eaft, quarter eaft, or 4! points.

PROBLEM XXXVm.
To find all thofe places which are fituate upon any point of the compafs, from

a given place.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, to find all thofe places which lie

north-eaft by eaft, fouth fouth-weft, or weft north-weft of the fame. Elevate the globe to

the given latitude, and bring London to the meridian; fix the quadrant of altituue in the

zenith, and apply the end of it to the firft given point on the horizon j do the fame in order

wjtli
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PROBLEM. III.

To find the day of the month, the fun's declination being given.

EXAMPLB.

Given 15 degrefs fouth, for the fun'j declination from Libra. Obferve the j^Iven degree

on the meridian > turn the globe till fome point of the ecliptic from Libra corrcfponds with

it, which will be at 9 degrcetof Scorpio^ then, by looking on the horizon, the day of the

month will appear to be November i.

PROBLEM IV.

To Bnd the fun's oblique afcennor and defcenfion, the latitude of a place and
day of the month being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, September 28. Elevate the

elobe to the given latitude*, find the iun's place, and bring it to touch the eaftcrn verge of the

horizon, and the degree of the equator cut by the horizon, viz. 185 degrees, i* the oblique

afcenfion required: then brine the fun's place to touch the weftern ver^e of the horizon, and
the degree of the equator cut by it, viz. 180 degrees, is the oblique defcenfion required.

PROBLEM V.

To find the fun's afcenfional difference, or how much he rifes or fcts before ^rv
after fix, the latitude of a place and the day of the month being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees ^2 minutes north, September 28. Find the fun's

right afcenfion by Problem L and his oblique afcenfion by Problem IV. then fubtra^ the
lefler from the greater, which, gives the afcenfional difference; this being reduced into miles,

and divided by 15, the number of degrees of the equator that pafs the meridian of any place

in an hour, will give the anfwer in time that the fun rifes or fets before or after 6 o'clock*

PROBLEM VL
To find the fiin's amplitude, the latitude and day of the month being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, September 28. Elevate the

globe to the given latitude; find the fun's place in the ecliptic, and bring it to the caftern

verge of the norizon, which fliews his rifing; then obferve how many degrees the fun is

from the eaft point, for that is his amplitude at rifing on the given day, and is about 4 de-
grees towards the fouth: then bring the fun's place to the weltcrn verge of the horizon, and
obferve how many degrees the fun is from the weft points, for that is his amplitude at fct-

ting; namely, about 4 degrees towards the fouth.

PROBLEM Vn.

To find, the fun's azimuth, the latitude, day of the month, and hour, being given.

EXAMPLE.
Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, July 22, at 9 A. M. Elevate

the globe to the given latitude} fix the quadrant of altitude in the zemth} find the fun's

n plac
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place !n the ecliptic, and bring it to the meridian; kt the index to noa,;; turn the g!oh«

till the index points to the gi\cn hour; bring the edge of the quadrant tc touch the fun's

place; and obfervc the diftance between the fouth point and the quadrant, which will appear

to be about 66 degrees cad, the azimuth at the given time.

PROBLEM Vin.

Tc find >£ hour of the day, the latitude, day of the month, and fun's azimuth^
being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given Ltadon, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, July 22, the fun's azimuth
being 66 dcerecs caft. Klevate th'- globe to the given latitude; nnd the fun's p 'ace in the

ecliptic, ancTbring it to the meriuian; fct the index at noon; fix the quadrant ot altitude in

the zenith, and move it's edge to the given azimuth; then move the globe, till the fun's

place touches the edge of the quadrant, when the ii.Jex will point to 9A.M. the hour required.

PROBLEM IX.

To find the declination of amy given flar.

EXAMPLE. '

Given Deneb Alafcd, the bright flar in the Lion's Tail. Bring it to the meridian, and
•bferve it's diftance from the equinoctial, which is about 16 degrees north, the declinatioa,

acquired.

PROBLEM X.

To find the right afcenfion of any given flar.

EXAMPLE.

Given Cor Leonis, or the Lion's Heart. Bring the given flar to the meridian, and obfervc

what degree of the cquinoClial is cut by it, reckoning fiom the fird point of Aries, whicU
^ippcars to be 148 degrees 30 minutes, the right afceniion required.

PROBLEM XL
To find the longitude anci latitude of any partlci Ur Itar.

EXAMPLE.

Given Altayr, in Aquila, on the north of the ecliptic- Raife the north pole to 66 degrees

30 minutes, bring the folftitial colure to the meridian; fix the quadrant of altitude in the

Eenith, extend it to the given ikr, and it's latitude will be found to be 30 degrees north : then

obfervc where the quadrant cuts ih^? ecliptic, which will be in 29S d<.grecs from Aries, tho

longitude required,

PROBLEM XIL

To find the time when a flar culmin?i-es, or comes to the meridian j it's right

afcenfion and the day of the iViOiuh being given.

EXARjrLE.

'Jiv^n Caftor, it's righ' afcenfion being 1C9 degrees. May 27. Find the fun's right

afcenfion, and bring it to rhe meridian : (tt the index at noon; then bring the liar's rii;ht

afcenfion to ihe meridian, and the u«i.*x will poiii<l to the time of it's culminating, viz.

1 hxnui 45 miaukcs P. M.
PROBLEM
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PROBLEM Xni.

u

To fuiu any nirticular ftar on the celeftial globe; it's right aJcenfion and de-

clination being given.

EXAMPLE.

Givrn a certain Oar, whofe right afccnfion is 75 degrees 30 minutes, and it's declination

Jegrces fouth. Bring 75 degrees 30 minutes on the equinot^ial to the meridian, and di-

rccliy under 9 degrees Touth will appeir Regel, in Orion, the (lar required.

PROBLEM XIV.

To ftnd the oblique afcenfion and defcenfion of any particular ftarj the lati-

tude of the place and the Itar being given.

IXAMPLE.

Given Bellatrix, in O'ion; and London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north. RcAify

the globe to th'j given Ui.tudc; bring the given '^ar to the eaftcrn verge of the horizon, and

obfcrve wh.it J' grce of thte equinoctial is cut by the horizon, for that is it's oblique afcen-

fion. Ml.. 81 d.grce> 30 minutes: then bring the given flar to the weftcrn verge of the hori-

zon, and obfcrve what degree of the equino^ial is cut by it, for that is the oblique defcen-

fion, vie. 7+ degrees.

PROBLEM XV.

To find the time of a. ft;ir's rifing, fctting, and duration above the horizonj

the liar's n.-uiie, latitvide of the place, and day of the month, being given.

BXAMPLI.

Given Vindemiatrix, in Virgo; and London, in latitude 51 degree* 3a minute*, June 4.
Klevatc 'he globe to the given latitude; bring the fun's place to the meridian; fet the index
to noon; tur-i the ^loi -• till the given ftar touches the eaftcrn verge of the horizon, when
the tiidex will point to rather more than 3 hours 4 minutes P. M. bring the (lar to the wed-
ern verge ot the iMrizon, and the index will fliew it's time of fctting, which is 3 hours A. M.
the time between i*'s rifing and fctting being counted, according to the rotation of the index,

Will (hew It's dutiUuMi above the horizon.

PROBLEM XVL
To find all thofe ftars that will culminate, fouth, or be on the meridian, at noon

or midnight i the day of the month being given.

EXAMPtB.

Given November i. Bring the fun's place to the meridian; fet the index to noon; then
obferve what ftars lie under the meridian, for fuch are fouth at noon: turn the globe till the

index points to twelve at nighty then obferve what ftars lie under the meridian, for fuch art

fouth at midnight.

PROBLEM XVIL

To find the diftanc^ of two given ftars in degrees and minutes.

EXAMPLB.

Given Deneb Alafed, in Leo; and the ftar marked r, in Urfa Major; Ijoth under the fame
meridian. Bring the given itars to th<; meridian, and obferve their declinations; the diffe-

rence between which is the diilancc required, viz. 39 degrees, if the given ftars lie under

:hc
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the fame parallel, or !n an oblique fituation, raifc them above the horizon, and bring one of
them to the meridian; fix tho quadrant of altitude over it, and extcjid it to the other ftar;

then the number of degrees on the graduated edge of the quadrant, intercepted between
them, will (hew the diitance.

PROBLEM XVIII.

To find the hour of the night; the latitude of a place, day of the month, and
the altitude of any ftar, being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, December 28; and Deneb
Alafed, in Leo, altitude 40 minutes eaft. Elevate the globe to the given latitude; fix the

quadrant of altitude in the zenith; bring the fun's place to the meridian; fet th^ index to

noon; move the globe and quadrant together, till the centre of the ftar meets the quadrant

in the given degree of it's altitude; then obferve the hour pointed to by the index, which is

2 hours A. M. the time required.

PROBLEM XIX.

To find the azimuth of any ftarj the latitude of the place, with the day and
hour, being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, July i, at g P. M. and Ar£lu-
rus, in Bootes. Re£lify the globe] to the given latitude; bring the fun's place to the meri-

dian; fet the index to noon; nx the quadrant of altitude in the zenith; turn the globe till

the index points to the given hour: find Ardurus on the eaftern fide of the meridian, and
lay the quadrant of altitude exactly over it; obferve where it cuts the horizon, which is in

37 degrees north eaft by ealt, the azimuth required.

PROBLEM XX.

To find the hour of the night ; the latitude of a place, day of the month, and
azimuth of any particular ftar, being given.

cXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 decrees 32 minutes north, July i, and azimuth of Ar(flu«

ru8 37 degrees north eaft by ealh Kt&i(y the globe for the given latitude; bring the fun's

place to the meridian; fet tite index to noon; fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith; lay

It to the given degree of azimuth, and move the globe till the ftar touches it's graduated

edge; then obferve the hour the index points to, which is about 9 P. M. the time required.

PROBLEM XXL
To find thofe ftars which never fet, as well as thofe which never rife, in a given

latitude.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 31 minutes north. Re^ify the g-obe for the given

latitude; turn it round it's .ixi;, and obferve what ftars towards the north pole do not fink

beneath the horizon, for fuch never fet in that latitude, and are from thence called ftars of

perpetual itpparidon: turn the globe again quite round on it's axis> and in turaing look under

the

I
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the horizon, tnd obfer/e what ftars towards the fouth pole never appear sbovfr^jl^e horizon,

for fuch never rife in the given latitude, and arc fcom thence called liars o( fftffeUHi.\ occuIt

tation.

PROBLEM XXII.

To fct the giobe in fuch a manner as to rcprefcnt tl\e face of the ftars above t,l\c

horizon; the latitude of a place, with the.day and hour, being given.

Given London, in latitmle 51 degrees |2 mi/i^utcs north, November 1, at noon. Set the globe

^uc north and (outb, aiiowing for the variation i ckvate it to the given latitude }' bring the

fun's place to the nseridian, au4 kt the jndc^ to npon: tl^u^ you have a natural rcprcTcntatiun

of the flats, if they could be;. il;en at tbait time. If yoii defire to fee th^ flars that arc above

the horizon 4t any other hour,ti;rn the globe till the (nc^x points to the given hour, and ub>

fctvc wbat^ftajr$ are then above the boricon, fome of whsch will be always rifing, Cetting, or

culminating, as may be cvidciitly fcen by turning the globe till the index goints to a T^ter

hour than it flood at before.
"'

' t. • -' '.

PRQELEM XXIII.

To find all thofe ftars that rife and fet cofmically, or with the fun; the latitude

of a place and day of the montli being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given London, in latitude 51 degrees' J2 minutes north, November 1 . Re(Slify the globe

for the given latitude; bring the fun's place to the eaftern verge of the horizon, and obfcivc

what flars are cut by the faia horizon, for thofe ftars rife cofmically: then obfcrre what ftars

are cut by the weftcrn verge of thehorixon, for fuch fet cofmically.

PROBLEM XXIV.

To find all thofe ftars that rife a id fct achronically, or when the fun fets; the

latitude of a place anr* the day of the month being given.

EXAMPLE.
Given London in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, November 1. Rectify the globe

for the given latitude; brine the fun's place to the Mreftern verge of the horizon, and obferve

what ftars are cut by the eaftern horizon, for fuch rife achronically : then obferve what ftarv

arc cut by the weftcrn horizon, for fuch fet achronically.

PROBLEM XXV.

To find all thofe ftars that rile and fct hcliacally, or a lirtle before fun-rifing, or
after fun-fcti ing ; the latitude of a place and the day of the month being f^ivcn.

EWMTta.
Given London, in latitude 51 degrees 32 minutes north, November t. Rectify the tjlobc

to the given latitude; bring the fun's place to the eaftern vergr of the horizon, and fix the
3uadrantof altitude in tiw zenith, snd obferve what liars of the Jirft magnitude arc i j

egrecs above the horizon, and what ftars of the fecond magnitude are 14 degrees above the
horizon, tec. for fuch arc faid to rife heliacally; then bring tht fui»'s place to the weftcrn
fide of the horiaon, and turning the quadrant wcftwaro, obtervc what ftars of the firft mag-

nitudc
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nitude are p) degrees above the horizon, and what ftars of the fecond magnitude are 14,

degrees above the horizon, &c. for fuch fct heliacally.

PROBLEM XXVI.

To find the moon's rifing, fouthing, and fetting; the latitude of a place, day
of the month, and moon's place in the ecliptic, being given.

SXAMPLR.

Given London, in latitude 5 f degrees ^2 minutes north, June i ; the moon's place 1 7 degrees

in Aquarius. Elevate the globe to the given latitude; bring the fun's place to the meridian

t

fet the index to noon; bring the moon's place to the eaftern verge of the horizon, and the

index will point to 10 minutes A. M. the time of her rifine} bring it to the meridian, and

the index will point to 4 hours 35 minutes A. M. the time of her fouthing; then bring it to

the weftern verge of the horizon, and the index will fliew the time of her fetting, viz. about

9 hours 30 minutes A.M.

!!

PROBLEMS IN NAVIGATION,

SOLVED BY THE GLOBES.

For finding the Ship's Latitude by the Sun.

PROBLEM L
' To find the fliip's latitude; the fun's declination and amplitude being given.

EXAMFLf.

Given the fun^s declination 15 degrees weft, and amplitude 20 degrees northward. Elevate

the pole to the complement of altitude; bring the iirft point of Aries to the meridian; fix the

quadrant of altitude in the zenith ; mark the degrees of the fun's declination upon it; then
move the quadrant till that mark cuts the equator, which will be in the degree of latitude

required.

PROBLEM n.

To find the (hip's latitude; the fun's meridional altitude and declination Being
given.

EXAMPLE.

Given the fun's meridioiial altitude 58 degrees, and the declination north 19 degrees 30
minutes. Obferve the decrees of declination on the meridian; move it till it is 58 degrees

above the hori/.on on the fouth ftde; then obferve on the oppoiite fide of the horizon how
many degrees the pole is elevated, which is equal to the latitude required; or (more con-
cifely) the degree of the meridian cut by the horizon on the fouth fide is equal to the com>
plcmcnt of the latitude.

PROBLEM
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PROBLEM III.

To find the (hip's latitude; the fun's declination and altitude due caft or weft
being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given the fun's declination 20 degrees north ; altitude 22 decrees 30 minutes due eaft.

Elevate the north pole to the complement of the fun's altitude, vi«, 67 degrees 30 minutes:

fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith^ bring the firft point of Aries to the meridian,

reckon upwardson the auadrant the fun's declination, and bring the point where the reckon-

ing ends to the equino£lial» and where it cuts the equinoiSiial will be the complement of
latitude required.

PROBLEM IV.

To find the (hip's latitude; the fun's declination, and time when he is dueead
or weft, being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given the fun's declination 20 degrees north, and due eaft at 8 A. M. Elevate the pole

to the fun's declination: fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith, reduce the time from 6
into degrees, which is equal to 2° degrees; reckon thofe degrees upon the horizon from
the eall towards the fouth; bring the quadrant of altitude to that point, and the degree of
the equinoiSlial cut by it will be the complement of the latitude required.

PROBLEM V.

To find the (hip's latitude; the fun's amplitude and afcenfional difference

being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given the fun's amplitude 20 degrees fouth vard from the ea(t, and afcenHonal difference

16 degrees. Elevate the pole to the afccnlionai difference; fix the quadrant of altitude in

the zenith; bring the firft point of Aries to the meridian; obferve the complement of the

given altitude upon the quadrant, and bring the point to the equinoiSial; which will cut ic

in the degree of the fun's declination nearly; and where the quadrant cuts the horizon will

Ihew the elevation of the pole or the latitude required.

For finding the Ship's Latitude by the Stars»

PROBLEM VL

To find the Ihip's latitude; the meridian altitude of any known ftar being given.

EXAMPLE.
Given Capella, it's meridian altitude' ^4. degrees 15 minutes. Compute the given altituds

towards the fuuth fide of the horizon, from the given ftar; and bring the point where it ends,

to the fouth part of the horizor ; then obferve on the north fide how many degrees the nortli

pole is elevated, which will (hew the latitude required.

PROBLEM
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PROBLEM VII.

To find the (hip's latitude j a known (lar being given on the meridian, and ano-*

ther juft riflng.

EXAMPLE.

Given Caftor on the meridian and Cor Hydra: juft t'tftne. Bring the (lar on the meri-
dian to the meridian of the globe; move the globe till Cor Hydrx is juft appearing above
the horizon; then obferve how many degrees the pole is elevaied, which will be to the laci-

tude required.

PROBLEM Vm.
To find the fhip's latitude; the day of the month, and hour of the night, when

a ftar i$ rifing or fetting, being given.

EXAMPLE.
Given Ardurus riflng at 4 hours 34 minutes A. M. October 21. Rectify the globe fo

as to reprefent the face of theftars for the given time; then move the meridian with the

globe, till the ftar obferved comes to the em or weft flde of the horizon; obferve where
the horizon cuts the meridian under,the elevated pole, which will be in the latitude required;

PROBLEM IX.

To find the Ihip's latitude, the declination and az'muth being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given Ardurus, declination 20 degrees, it's azimuth ^5 degrees north-eaft by eaft. Elevate

the pole to the given azimuth; fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith, obferve the ftar's

declination upon it; bring the fixft point of Aries to the meridian; turn the quadrant of al-

titude till the given declination coincides with the equinoctial, which will be in the latitude

required.

PROBLEM X.

To find the fhip's btitude, the altitude and azimuth of a ftar being given.

EXAMPLE.

Given Procyon, altitude 14 degrees 30 minutes, and azimuth fouth fouth-eaft. Elevate

the pole to the altitude of the ftar; fix the quadrant of altitude in the zenith: bring it to the

given azimuth of the ftar; turn the globe till Procyon coincides with the graduated edge of
ihc quadnot, which will be in the latitude required.

SEC T>
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SECT. VII.

Geographical and Aftronomical Paradoxes.

PARADOX I.

THE B E is a certain place on the globe, of ccjnfiderable northern latitude, that has both
the greateft and the Icaft degree of longitude.

PARADOX II.

There are two particular places on the globe of the earth, in which there is only one day

tp.d one night, during the fpace of an entire year.

PARADOX III.

There are two particular places on the globe of the earth, where it is neither day nor night

twice a year, for the fpace of fifty-three days.

PARADOX IV.

There are three very remarkable places on the continent of Europe, lying under three dif-

ferent meridians, which yet all agree in longitude and latitude.

PARADOX V.

There arc three very remarkable places on the continent of Europe, differing both m
longitude and latitude, which yet all lie under the fame meridian.

PARADOX VI.

There are various places in the Iflands of Cuba and Hifpaniola, where the gnomon of a

certain kind of fun-dial will caft no fliadow at feveral feafons of the year, and yet the exact

time of the day may be known thereby.

PARADOX VII.

There is a particular place on the globe of the earth, where the winds, though veering

round the different points of the compafs, always blow from the fouth.

PARADOX VIII.

There is a remarkable river in the county of Oxford, over which is a bridge of fuch a

breadth, that 5000 men abreaft may pafs along upon the fame without crouding one ano-

ther in the leait.

PARADOX IX.

There are feveral places of the earth diftant from one another 500 miles and upwards^

and yet neither of them hath latitude or longitude.

PARADOX X.
There are three different places on the continent of Europe, equi-diftant from one ano-

ther 1000 miles } and yet there is a fourth place fo fituatc in regard to the three former,

p that
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PARADOX XXI.

There are two remarkab'e places in Europe, lying under the fame meridian, and at a fmall

diftance from one another, and yet their refpedive inhabitants, in rcciconing their time, dif-

fer one entire day every week,

PARADOX XXII.

There is a place on the terraqueous globe, the air of which contains fuch a pernicious

quality, that it is abfulutely impoflible for two of the mod fincerc friends to continue in the

fame place, in mutual affeaion, for the fpacc of one minute.

PARADOX XXIII.

There is a certain ifland in the Northern Ocean, whofe inhabitants fee the body of the

fun every morning before he rifes, and likcwife every evening after he fets.

PARADOX XXIV.
There is a certain ifland in the Indian Ocean, to the inhabitants of which the orb of the

moon appears to be moil illumined when flie is in reality lenft, and to be Icalt illumined when
fhe is really mod fo.

PARADOX XXV.
There is a certain place in the kingdom of Great Britain, where, if feveral of the mofl:

eminent aftronomers were to obferve with precifion the ccleftial bodies, at the very fame
inftant, their phafes and afpects would be really different to each of thciu.

PARADOX XXVI.
There is a newly-difcovered ifland in the South Sea, the inhabitants of which are of fuch

a peculiar nature, that they are not fuhjeit to the fenfations of hunger or thirft, cold or heat*.

or any other affedtlon or pailiuii incident to our race.

PARADOX XXVII.
There is a certain ifland in the Pacific Ocetin, many of whofe inhabitants are fuch favage

cannibals, that they not only feed on human ficfh, but adlually eat thcmfclves, and yet feel

no inconvenience.

PARADOX XXVIII.
There is a certain great circle on the furf.icn of the terraqueous globe, on which if a man

travels hia head will ablolutcly go falter than his feet, and yet both will retain their natural

pollu re.

PARADOX XXIX.
There is a certain city in Scotland, the buildings of which are lofty and ftrong, and yet

the walls of thofc buikiiiigs are not parallel to one another, nor perpendicular to the plane

vn which they are raifed.

PARADOX XXX.
There is a particular fpot of land within the liberty of the City of London, which is not

above fifteen feet over either way, and yet a horfi: may travel upon it thirty miles a day; be-

fides
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fitlcs which, fuch is the remrakablc pofition of this piece ol land, that the hoi firs near-legs will

gu a mile farther a day than his otf-lcgs.

PARADOX XXXI.

There is a certain village in the north of Kiiglaiid, lUiiated in a very !ovv valley, to the

inhabitants of wnich the fun is nearer every noun by 3000 i.iil.j tlii.i "Ahen he cither rifcs

or fcts.

PARADOX XXXir.

There arc a certain people livint; on the banks of a newly- difcovf red r'vcr in A^rin, vvhn,

though thcv retain the fame poilurc in walking as European?, frcqutintly appear to :h.m as if

they walked on their heads.

PARADOX XXXIII.

There is a remarkable place in the fouthern hemilphere, from the meridian of which the

fun docs not remove for feverai days at a certain feafon of the year.

PARADOX XXXIV.

There arc feverai places on the furface of the globe, where the fun, mcon, an;! piancts,

aftually rife and fet, according to their rcfpedtive motions; but the fixed ftari Jo neitiicr.

PARADOX XXXV.
There is a remarkable plare on the globe, where the fun and moon, at their full, may both

happen to nlc at the fame time, and on the fame point of the compafs.

PARADOX XXXVI.
There are two remarkable places on the globe, where all the planets, notwithflanding

their refpcdivc motions and afpcdls, always bear upon one and the fame point of the compafs.

PARADOX XXXVII.
There is a certain place in the county (jf Kent, where the flars are vifible at noon-day, if

the fky be not overcaft.

PARADOX XXXVIir.
There are feverai places on the globe of the earth, where the fun comes twice to the fame

point of the compafs both in the forenoon and afternoon.

PARADOX XXXIX.
There is a certain ifland within the toi riJ zone, in which, on feverai days of the year, the

fun is due notih to one part of the inhabiuats, and dui: fouth to the other, at the fiimc hour
and minute.

PARADOX XL.
There is an iflind in the Pacific Oeean fo llrangely fituated, that if a fhip from Europe

fets fail for it, it is pollihle for two pcrfonv to he paflengcrs in it during the fame voyage, and

yet one of them will lail feverai leagues further than the other.

1
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~ SECT. VIII.

THE CONSTRUCTIOn AND USE OF MAPS.

AMap i« the reprefentation of the earth, or a particular part thereof, on a plane Turface;

and, as it is impoflible to delineate every part of a fpherical furface upon a plane, in it's

due proportions, without particular diftortions or contradlions, fo every map on which the

fuperficiesof theearih is rcprefentcd, will be diftortcd ii fome parts, and rontra<3ed in others^

and alt! lugh every part, when accurately meafured, will exactly agree with the globe, the

appearance of the whole will notwithlbndinj; be different, and even the fame parts of tht

earth will exhibit a different figure as difft-rcnt methods of projection are employed.

Thofe maps which rcprcfcnt a plan of the wh.Mc furtace of the terraqueous globe, are ca1!e4

general maps; but thofe which rcprefent only a le£tion, or a part of it, are called particular

ones: thefc are again divided into geographical or land maps, and hydrographical or fea

maps or (as they are more properly called) charts. The two principal methods ufed in de-

lineating maps arc the orthographic and the ftereographic: the former of which fuppofes the

eye placed at an infinite diftance; and the latter, in ti e polo or centre of the plane of projec-

tion. To form the orthographic proji<Rion,it is ncceffary to conceive the eye placed at an
immenfe diftance from the globe-, and at the fame time a plane pafllng through the centre

of the globe to (land at right angles to the line which connects the centres of tne globe and

eye; then, if from any point in the circumference of any circle defcribed upon tne furface

of the glnhc, a right line be imagined to fall perpendicular on the given plane, and this

line be carried round the circumference of the given circle, conilantly perpendicular to the

plane, and parallel to itfelf, it will defcribeon the cutting plane an orthographic reprefenta«

tion of that circle; and if, after the fame manner, rays inhnitciv extended be imagined to flow

from the eye to the circumference of every circle defcribed upon the globe, ani thofe rayt

be carried about the circumference of each rcfpeitive circle, till they return to the place fronn

whence they began to move, they will delineate on the given plane a true orthographic

projeflion of the fpherc.

This parallelifm and perpendicularity of the generating ami dilcribing ray, is the primary

and ertential property of the orthographic projection; and although, according to the geo-
metrical theory of parallel lines, they can never be conceived to meet, if infinitely produced,

vrhcn we regard the infinitely fmall inclination of the infinitely fmalt portion of the inci-

dent rays, intercepted between the furface of the fphere and the plane, the inclination of
jtlelf vani(hes, and the parallel and perpendicular affection really exift. This projeftion, how-
ever, is feldom ufed, unlefs in agronomical calculations, for which it is peculiarly adapted.

The ftereographic projection of tht fphcres, on which our maps arc generally made, de-

pends upon this principle ; that the eye of the obferver is fuppofed to be placed in fome point

uf the fuperficies of the globe, and from thence, as if the globe were tranfparent, to behold the

concave lide pf the oppolite hem i fphere, with all it's rcfpcdtive meridians and parallels as

they arc delintaied on the artificial glr)be; hut the parts about the middle of the hemifphcre

thus projedlcd muft of ncceflity he contradtcd, fo as to be a little difproportionablc in their

magnitude to the extreme or outermolt parts. Thefc projcdlions admit of three varieties,

the equatorial, meridional, and horizontal.

ill the equatorial projeflion, the eye is fuppofed to be placed in one of the poles of the

earth, and from thence to have a full view of the concave heniifpherc, with all it's circles;

hence, in a map conftrudted by this method, all the meridians will be ftraight lines, and the

parallels entire circles, having one of the poles for their common centre.

Jn a meridional projedtion, the eye of the obferver is fuppofed to be placed in fome point

of ine equator, and from thence to take a view of the oppoficc concave hemifphcre j hence, in

q this
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this projection, all the meridian!! will be curve lines, excrpt the middle one, which will he •
flratght linci one of the poles will be exa<itly at the top of the map, and the other at the bot-

tom i
and the contradtion of all the parallels from the equator to either pule will be ex*

hil'ited in their true prnntirtions.

In a horizontal pr(JcCti(.n, the rye of the obferver is fuppofed to be placed in the antipodes

of the place upon the horizon of which the projedlion is made, and from thence to view
the oppofite concave hemifphere j hence it is evident, that in this projedion there will be an
cndlefs variety, as the particular place given will always be in the centre ot' the map, and all

the meridians and parallels, excepting the meridian of the place, will be curve lines. The
principal convenience uf the horizontal projc6tion is, that as the place upon the horizon of
which the projection is made is always in the centre of the map, the bearing of any other place
from it may be exactly known.
A particular map, or a reprefentation of a feAion of a hemifphere, is ufually projeCled

on the plane of the meridian ^ and if any particular feCtion to be delineated lies near the

equator, the meridians and parallels may be reprefented by equi-diftant and parallel right

lines; but if it lies at a confiderablcdiftance from the equator, the meridians Hiould converge

a little towards the neareft pole, or if the map be a quarter of the globe, the meridians nuy
be converging right lines, and the parallels curve liiiL's.

In provincial, or other fmall mitps, however, in whatever part of the earth the fcflion to

be reprefented is fituated, the meridians and parallels muit be iqui-diltant and parallel righc

lines, drawn through every degree or minute of the longitude and latitude, according to the

intended fcalc.

But,berides thefe different projeflions, which are properly applicable to land, there is ano-
ther commonly ufed in the conltrudion of fea-charts, called Mcrcator's Projection, which
depends on the method of applying the globe of the earth to a plane, on the following

principles.

Conceive a rectangular plane to be rolled about a globe, till the edges of the plane meet
and form a kind of concave cylinder, inclofing the globe and touching it's equator; thea
fuppofe the furface of this globe to become inflated, from the equator towards the poles, pro-,

portionably in latitude as well as in longitude, until every part of it's furliace mceui that of
the concave cylinder, and impreflcs thereon the lines that are to be delineated on the globular

furface. The cylinder, or rectangular plane, being then unrolled, will reprefent a fea-chart^

whofe parts bear the fame proportion to one another, as the correfponding parts on the

globe. Both the meridians and parallels of latitude will be (traight lines, every parallel

of latitude will Income equal to the equator, and the meridians will be lengthened as

the parallels increafe; hence the diftances between the parallels of latitude will gradualljr

become wider as they approach the poles, and will increafe in proportion to the fccants of
their refpeCtive channels. Thefe fecants are obtained by the addition of the diitances of tha

parallels from the equator; and the feveral diftances, which are called meridional parts, bein^

difpofed in a table, correfponding to the degrees and minutes in a quadrant, form a lift of
meridional parts} and theie again being fet off from the equator, and on the meridian botiv

ways, towards the north and loutb, will (hew the points through which the parallels of lati-

tude muft pafs.

This projection is of infinite ufe in navigation, becaufcon it the rhumb-line, or tracic

a fhip defcribes on the furface of the ocean in failing on a fmgic courfe, is reprefented by »
flraight line; which is different from any other method of projection, where the feveral de»
grees of longitude and latitude are drawn in a true proportion to each other.

Having thus given an account of the various projections, we fhall fubjoiu a few practical

rules for the conftruCtion of maps, according to the methods moft ufually employed; but it

)S neccffary to prcmife, that as the minuti.!: of this art can only be attained by an adept ia
cnathcmatical fcicnce, wc ihall fatisfy ourfclves with giving it's general ouUincs.
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To conflruft a Map of the World according to the Stereographic Pro-

jedlion, on the I'tanc of the Meridian.

RULE I.

Dcfcribc the primitive circle upon the plane of which the map is to be conftru£leJ, with

a raJius taken f.om the line of chords upon your fcaii-, by opening the compafles to fixty.

This primitive circle will either reprcfentthe equator, the meridian, or the horizon, accord>

ing to the proje£lion intended.

RULE II.

Throuij;h the centre of the primitive circle draw a right line to reprefcnt the equator, and

on each fidi; fet off on the equator as many divifions as are neceffary from the femi-tangcntS}

and through thcfc points, and the two poles, let circles be dcTcribcd to reprcfentthe mcridiaot.

RULE III.

Set off on the axis or right line 90, 90; parting from the centre through the poles the fame

number of divifions as before, on the equino<ftiaI: and, through thcfe points and divifloiit

on tne primitive circle, let ot.icr circles be drawn, to rcprcfcnt the p.krallclt of latitude.

RULE IV.

Draw the tropics at the diftancc of 23 degrees 30 minutes from the equator, and the polar

circles at 6b degrees 30 minutes.

RULE V.

Let both the meridians and parallels be properly numbered, and then from a tabic of I»~

titude and longitude of places cxtiad thofe which are to be inferted in the map, and make
dots where the meridians and parallels of thofe longitudes and latitudes imcrfcdt one ano-
ther, which will be their true places on the map.

To conftru(Sl a General Stereographic Map, on the Plane of the Equator,

RULE.

Defcribe the primitive circle, and upon it's radius, beginning at the centre, fet off 10, 20»
40, &c. degrees, talien fuccclEvriy trorn the line of fcmi- tan gents on your fcalc, anu through

thefc divifions Jraw as n)any concentric circlets to reprcfent the parallels of latitude; and
then, to rcprcfent (he meridian lines, draw right lines from the centre to the circumfcruicc*

cqui-diilant from one another.

To conftrutSk a General Orthographic IMup, on the Plane of the Meridian.

RULF.

Defcribe the primitive circle as before; from the line of fines fet off the meridians^ aad

all the parallels of latitude will be tight lines, parallel to ibe equator.

To conArud a General Orthographic Map, on the Plane of the Equator.

RULE.

Frcceed as before, and mark off the dividum upon tlie ndius, tat the parallcU of latitude,

f!om the line vi lines.

Tb«
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The horitontal proje£^ion of maps, being of a very complex nature, if improper to be

conftdcred in any general work; but it is hoped the few rules wc have here delivered, with an
occaftonal -iference to the explanatory Plates, will render the general doftrinc of maps fufli-

ciently familiar.

In every map the north is confidcred as the upper pnrt, the fouth as the bottom, theeaft

being on ihe right-hand, and the wed on the left. From the top to the bottom are drawn
meridians or lines of longitude, and from one fnic to another parallel!: u( latitude. The ex-
tremities of the meridians and parallels are marked with degrees of longitude and latitude,

by means of which, and the fcalc of miles ufually placed in one corner of the map, the fitua-

tion, diihmces, and bearings of places, may be found, which will become apparent from the

following probleini.

PROBLEM I.

To find the diftancc between two given places on a map.
If the given places be directly eaft or weft, or directly fouth or north, from one another,

their diftance maybe feenby infpcdion,on the parallels of latitude and longitude^ butifthcy
do not bear from one another on the cardinal points, take their diftancc with a pair of coni-

paftea, and apply ittotbefcale of miles, or to the degrees of longitude and latitude on the cdjic

of the map.

PROBLEM IL

To find the latitude of any given place.

Extend a thread over the given place, fo as to intcrfcd the fame degree and minute of la-

tilude on the two extreme meridians, and on them will be fecn the latitude required.

PROBLEM III.

To find the longitude of any given place.

Extend a thread over the given place, fo ns to interfedt the fame degree and minute of the

parallels of longitude, and on them will be found the longitude required.

PROBLEM IV.

To find the difference of longitude between two given places.

Extend a thread as before over each place, and fubtraif^ the degrees and minutes from one

another; the remainder will fhew the differences, which may be reduced into time by reckon-

ing 4 fcconds of time for every minute of longitude, and 4 mini'.tci for every digrce, or an

hour for every 15 degrees.

PROBLEM V.

To find a particular place, it's latitude and longitude being given.

Extend two threads, the one over the given longitude, and the other ovu the given ]ati«

tudci and when the threads interfcd one another, the place required will be found.

Thefe rules arc all applicable to particular a.aps, whofe meridians and parallels arc right

lines; but in maps where thdc art- cxprcilld by curves, U is iiccvllkiy tu make a ptopoaion-

abk- Jlbwancc fur them.
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NEW SYSTEM
OF

GEOGRAPHY.

A S I A.

TT| 7 K have in our Preface offered reaibns, which wei^^ruft will prove fatisfa^lory, for

, yy 'Commencing our Geographical Syftetn with this quarter of the terraqueous globe j

-.:': ' ;-. to which we fhall only add, that' it's immenfe extent, and infinite diverfity of

emmtry, cl4flfia«er- and produ^ions^daim our fif& attention ; and that the Eaftern world

is firft irradiated by that luminary which can alone guide us in the arduous taflc of vifit-

^ing tHe varioui nations of the earth.

.. T-hi» viit coq|inrntof Afia extends iietWeen 25 and 180 degrees of eaft. longitude, and

betwefert t|ie«>4iMtC>r jind 8b degrees <of north latitude) andconuins from eaft to weft

~ahoui~^JM mSfes^.inilf6ml\drih lo fdulh aBouf 4380.
' The FfcJWn Ocean bounds it

-ou. the. northVon..ihb WfftJtJs diyi$led froni,fAfrica by the Rcd_.S<5U and from Europe

by the Ldvant or Mediterranean, the Archip<^hgOt the Hellefpont, the fea of Marmora»

j

the*6Qfphprus^~the BlaclirSifa, the riverI^n, i^d an imaginary line drawn from the laft

menUoned|!uYSr.tQi:ih^ riv^fToboj, and fr6m thence to the river^Oby^ which falls into the

_ Frozen !OicdahV en t|ie eaft, this ^.Oaner. of the world its limited by the Pacific Occaa
or great South Sea, by which alfo it is feparated from America ;. and on the fouth by th&

'

fea of India.

The divifion of the immenfe continent of Afla, as well as o^he iflknds contained in the

Levant, the Pacific, and the Indian Oceans, will appear froff the following tables ; and

in our defcriptions and accounts of both we (hall include the feveral fettlements made and

:fQlpf^U^bli(bed by the different powers of Europe, compleating our geographical, na-

A tural,

'

1

1; .i!..^^!
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tural, anJ political hi (lory of each country as wc proceed: the manners, ciilloms, lan-

guages, arul religions of the iuliabitants of thcfe fcttlcments and colonies, being in general

rniiliir to thoCc of the countries from whence they originate, will be dcfcribcd as wc treat

ot the parent ilatcs ; where there is any diA'ercDCc in cither it will be duly noticed.

m
.V i

i

'S

CONTINENT op ASIA.
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ISLANDS OP ASIA.

Names.

Tn the Indian and Pacific Oceans

—

Kurile, or Kamfchatka iflands

Japan
Ladrone iflands

Formofa .

Philippines

Spice Iflands

Sunda Ifles

I

Andaman
Nicobar
Ceylon
M^divet
Bombay
New Holland
New Guinea
New Britain

New Ireland

New Hebrides
New Caledonia

NewZsaliad
Friendly Iflands

Society Iflands

In the Levant-

Cyprus
Rhodes
LeA>os, or Myteline
Scio

Samos
Nicaria

Sunchio

Malacca
Banda
Amboyna
Celebes

Gilolo

Borneo
Sumatra

Java

Chief towns.
In the pofleflion of. fettled by,

or trading with.

No city or town
Jeddo
Guam
'I'ai-ouan-fuu

Manilla

Viiloria Fort
Lantor

Amboyna
Macaflar
Gilolo

Borneo, Caytongee
Achen, Bencooleu
Batavia, Bantam
Andaman
Nicobar
Candy
Caridon
Bombay

Uncolonized

J Modern dilcoverlti

Nicofla

Rhodes
Caftro

Scio

Cora
No particular town
Stanchio

Ruflia

Unitrd Provinces

Spain

China
Spain
United Provinces

United Provinces

United Province*

United Provinces

United Provinces
Open trade

United Provinces, and England
United Provinces
Open trade

Open trade

United Provinces

Open trade

England

All belonging to the Ottoman
empire, by permiilion ofwhich
a trade is open to all nations

in amity with the Porte.

It
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4 ASIA.
It would be a vain and uuprofitable tafk, to attempt a general deArription of a country

which, extending from the frozen wilds of Siberia to the glowing fands of Indo(lan» com-

prehends, in a gradation from extreme cold to intenfe heat, all climates, all foils, and

coiifcquentiy almofl all kinds of produ£l ons ; and flill lefs profitable or ufeful would be

the labour of offering general accounts of the peifons, manners, drefles, tempers, or dif-

poficions, of the inhabitants of fuch remote and different countries. The Siberian, wrapped

in furrs, purfues the bcaft of the fored through inhofpitable waftes and barren mountains,

or travcrfes In his fledge immcafurablc trails of fnow, and purfues his courfe over the frozen

dcfart, uninterrupted by hills, vallics, or rivers : the hardy Tartar, nurfcd in arms,

fcours the uncultivated plain, and in the rigours of a camp, and the vicilHtudes of war,

reigns uncontrouled, and enjoys the blc/Ilngs of freedom in fccnes of favage feroci*".

iJut as \vc advance towards the fouthcrn regions, where the bounties of Nature have been

bellowed with a liberal hand, where the fertile earth repays the labourers toil with vafl in-

creafe, and where great part of the neccffnrics of life are fupplied by natural productions,

which court the happy native to " pluii and eat ;
" the inhabitant partakes of the foil, and

though poflL-ffcd of faculties which might be employed advantageoufly in the mod adlive

fccnes of life, yet as he is impelled by no wants to the employment of them, he finks inta

effeminate indolence, and dedicates to the indulgence of his appetites, the gratification of his

p;iffions, and the purfuitof plcafures, the noblefl endowmeuts of fjod.

Yet, devoted as the fouthcrn Afiatics are to luxury and eafc, iiid the inventive powers.

fulpended in a lethargy of indulgence, the imitative arts flourifh, and they arrive at un-

rivalled i>erfeclion in the conflrudlion of fuch articles as arc deftincd to contribute towards

the enervating pleafures of fcnfe and fancy.

If ourprclcnt plan would admit of fpecul.Uiv'e difcuflions, we fliould be M to con*

fidcr how far that ipirlt of idlenefs and di/llpation, that fondnefs for pomp, fplendor, and
magnificence, which have evidently marked the inhabitants of the warmer climes of Afta,

from the carlicft period' of hiftorical record; can be reconciled to that thirfl of glory, that

eiulurance of to'l ai"J liardfliip, and that pcrfevcriijg zeal, which enabled the feveral con-
querors from the eafl to triumph over the plain, frugal, ;ind martial Greek, and thofc

northern nations, whofe flurdy defccndants, at a future day, threatened Rtene itfclf, and
fliook thewal!s of that mighty republic till they trembled to the bafis. • •"'•'.

Purluingthe fame train of ideas, we fliould refletEi with aftonifhment'ori'^he uhaccounC-

able levolutions which have taken place in this quarter of the globe ; where a handful of
Romans, with a flight more rapid than their own eagle, carried the arms and fpread the

terrors cf that republic bc)oiTd the (Jange*, fwccping away the mighty empires of
. the

Svlcdcs, AflTyrlans and Perfian?, and extending the limits of her fway to cpuntries which
had not yet even b^ard the n.une of their conqUtrors.

Nor fhoiild vre left admire the rife and progrefs of the Saracen power; a race of people

whofcorigin is Ibobfcure, thai hiflorians have been unable to trace it with DrccifMn, and
-^^ii»o BotwitiiHanding fouftded an Qmjiire on the declenfion of t he Roma n ^reat;nefs, which
from that p^'riod to tl;c death cf Tamerlane the (Jrcat, fpread termr, devaibtion, "and

dcftruition.
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deftruiftion, over an immrnfe extent of this quarter of ^he world, Involving kingdoms, pro-

vinces, citicr, arts, fcienccs, and freedom, in undiflinguiHicd ruin.

Nor will our wonder ccafe, when wc find a new, extenfivc, and hitherto permanent em-

pire, ftart from the afhes of the former; and, under a religion and form of government

equally inimical to arms and commerce, acquire immenfo power and unOiaken {lability;

and, amidft frequent revolutions, and inteftine commotions, arriving at fuch a pitch of

greatnefs, as to be courted in alliance by all the powers of Europe.

Nor arc the religions of the Afiatics lefs various than their climates: in a very confide-

rable part of Afia the dodlrines of Mahomet prevail ; idolatry, under various form?, is

extended over a ftill larger proportion ; whilft chriftianity, clouded with errors and fuper-

itition, and opprcfl'ed by the weight of oppofing numbers, can hardly preferve the facred

flame from extindion, in a very fmall and inconfiderable diviilon of this great and populous

quarter of the globe.

The vaft variety of governments affords alfo an almoft equal number of different lan-

guages, denominated from the refpeAive countries, Arabic, Perfian, Tartarian, Malayan,

Chincfe, Japanefe, Ruffian, and Turkifh : the modern Greek of the Morea, and the fliorcs

of the Levant, has loft that dignity and purity which gav<" it claffical pre-eminejice, and is

little more than a jargon compofcd out of mod of the languages of Europe.

Afia may be generally confidered as comprehended in the defcription of Afian Turky,

Ruffian Tartary, and the empires of China, India, and Ferfia; though fubdivided into

many lefl>r kingdoms and ftatcs, yet they are for the moft part dependent on thcfe niighty

monauh.es.

Befides the fcvcral European fcttlcments and colonies mentioned in the Infular Table,

Great Britain has made confiderable eftablifliments, and acquired an extent of frrritory at

Bengal, Madrafs, and other parts of the empire of India; and fadlories have been formed

in China, Perfia, and Arabia; Portugal has fettlcments at Gja, and elfewhere on the

Indian coafts; and Denmark at Tranquebar and Danefburg, on the coaft of Coromandel;

each of which will be particularly noticed when wc fpeak of thofe divifions of country \a

which they are feverally fituate.

Our accounts of the religions, laws, manners, cuftoms, and dreffes, of the various king-

doms and dates, are thofc of the feveral capitals; where, in the provinces or fubdivifions of-:

thcfe governments they differ materially, thofe variations have not efcaped our notice.

.
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TURK Y IN ASIA.

WE h;ive already obferved, that as the Saracen powers rofe upon the ruin of th?

Roman empire, fo the 'l^urkifh fprung out of the aflies of the former, and of

eourfe occupies many of thofe rich, fertile, and delightful provinces, which under the

government of Rome in it's republican flate, flouriflicd in arts, arms, and agriculture,

but drooped under the imperial fway, and at this moment fink beneath the tyranny of

dcfpotifm, barbaiifm, and enthufiafm.

Thus, crufhcd by the iron rod of power, and cramped by a religion whofe forms and ce-

remonies reftri(5l their intercourfe with the other parts of the world, the inhabitants of

climates favoured by Heaven with a peculiar fhare of natural bleflings, yield to their con-

fiitutional impulfcs; and thofe in the ordinary ranks of life content thcmfelves with the

mere necefiaries of it, without an effort to better their conditions; whilft thofe into whofe

Japs accident hath poured a greater portion of riches, employ it in gratifying the groffeil

iJcfircs, and in the moft fordid and fenfual enjoyments,

Turky in Afia has the Black Sea and Circaflia on the north; Perfia on the eaft; Ara-

bia and the Levant Sea on the fouth ; and the Archipelago, Hellcfpont, and Propontis,

ftparate it from Europe on the weft : it extends from the 28th to the 45th degrees of north

latitude, and from the 2-th to the 46th degrees of eaft longitude fronfi London. The
length of this part of Afia is about 1000 miles, from eaft to weft; and the breadth about

Sco, from north to fouth.

Afian Turky may be divided into eaftern and weftcrn : the former containing Eyraco

Arabic, or Chuldea ; Diarbec, or Mefopotamia; part of Curdiftan, or Aflyria; Turcoma-
nia, anciently Armenia Major; Georgia, including Mingrelia, Imarctta, and part of Cir-

cafTia Syria; and Palellinc—the latter contains Natolia, formerly Afia Minor, which is

divided into Amafia, Aladulia, and Carmania.

Thtfe are alfo fubdivided into various kingdoms and provinces, and will each claim our

attention as we journey through the vaft divifion of Afu which is fubje£t to the Turkiflj

i^ovcrnment.

Afia Minor contains many mountains, with the names of which, and hiftorical circum-

Ihnces annexed to them, thofe who arc converfant with facrcd or prophane hiftory cannot

be
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be unacquainted; fuch as Olympus, Taurus, Anti-Taurus, Ida, Caucafus, the moun-

tains of Caramanta and Cardiftan, and Hermon and Lebanon in Paleiline.

Nor are the rivers lefs celebrated by poets and hiftorians : thefe are the Euphrates and

Tigris, which flowing from the north to the fouth and fouth-eaft, circumfcribe rhat

part of Diarbec, which from the fertility of the foil, the benignity of the climate, and

the variety and excellence of it's productions, was formerly fuppofed to have contained the

garden of Eden; the Meander, (from whofe winding courfe all rivers which flow in thf

fame way are faid to be meandering ftreams) rifmg at the foot of Mount I'aurus, and

taking it's courfe towards the wtflward, falls into the Archipelago; the Sarabat, whofc

fource is in Natolia, and it's mouth likewife in the Archipelago; the Haly, whofe fpring

is in Cappadocia, and which empties itfelf into the Euxine Sea; the Kara, which fird flows

from Natolia Proper, and joins the Euphrates; the Orontes, which burfts from Mount
Hermon, and paffi' g to the north- weft, falls into the Levant Sea; and the Jprdan, form!.*d

L/y the j undion o' the Jor with the Dan, both which ftreams rifing upon the mountain of

Anti-Taurus, and uniting after they reach the plain, arc difchargcd into the Red Sea, after

forming, as they pafs towards it, the Sea of Galilee, or Lake of Tiberias.

A country of fuch extent muft neceflarily be fituate in climates differing confidcrably at

the different extremes : yet it is for the mod part temperate, equal, and moder^ite; the

feafons regular and certain; the air pure, light, and generally healthful; notwithdanding

which, peftilential difeafes frequently vifit thefe otherwife happy regions, and more than

counterbalance the inclemencies of the frigid and tempeftuous north.

Equally variable is the foil of this extenfive portion of Afia : yet the far greater part of

it is rich, fertile, and luxuriant; the prod uflions varying from eaft to wefl^, and from

north to fouth, yet yielding all together the neceflaries, conveniencies, and luxuries of

life, in almoft incredible profufion; and that, too, in fpiteof the invincible lazinefs of the

inhabitants, who, like the children of Ifrael, fcarce give themfelves the trouble to gather

the manna which drops from Heaven.

Some of the kingdoms and provinces (for many kingdoms are united under this enormous

head) abound with corn, olives, citrons, kmons, oranges, figs, pomegranates, dates, and

other fruits of the moft grateful tafle and delicious flavour; others are rich in wine, cattle,

filk, and honey; and others produce drugs, gums, medicinal herbs, odoriferous plants,

and coffee of the moft exquifite rcliHi: yet, in the midft of plenty, in the full profped of

enjoying the choicelt blefllngs of Providence, unconquerable indolence, and an arbitrary

form of government, deprive the wretched inhabitants of the comforts within their reach;

the one reftraining them from procuring more by their labour than the means of.exiftcncc,

and the other robbing them at pleafure of the fcanty pittance which they can prevail on

themfelves to earn, by exertions which in Icfs happy climes would rather be confidcrcd

amufing than toilfome. ^

In the different divifions of Afian Turky, all manner of metals and minerals are found,

and almoft every kind of precious ftonc; emeralds, in particular, of peculiar beauty, luftrc,

andfize: this country alfo abounds with medicinal fprings and baths, who£e virtues and

efficacy are faid at leaf^ to rival thofe of the moft celebrated in Europe.
,

The
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The Afiatic Turks are in general ftout, well made, and robuft; their complexions natu-

rally fair, and their features handfomct efpccially whilft they are young or preferved from

expofure to the fun, whofe penetrating rays, in climates which feel it's influence in a con-

fiderable degree, foon change not only i'ne flcins, but even the countenances, of thofe who
are employed in the labours of the field or the occupations of war: their hair is com-

monly of a dark auburn, or chefnut, and fometimes black, of which laft colour are their

tyes.

The women are generally beautiful, extremely well made, though not tall, and fome-

what inclinable to fuinefs of fle(h ; they arrive at womanhood much earlier than in more

northern countries, and prcfervc their beauties but a very fliort time afcer they reach matu-

rity, fading at twenty, and growing old and even difagreeable in a very few years after; it

is very rarely that a Turkifli woman retains the fmalleft remains of her beauty till thirty.

The deportment of the Turks is folemn, grave, and fluw, and they zffe&. to appear I'e-

datc, pafTive, and humble; but they are eafily provoked, and their paflions are furious and

ungovernable; they are full of difHrnulatio,!, jealous, fufpicious, and fo immoderately vin-

dictive, that they will abandon f:heir avarice, the ftrongeft of all their other paflions, to gra-

tify their revenge. In religious matters, they are narrow-minded, bigotted, and enthufi-

aftic; devoid of chaiity to Chriftian or Jew, or any other whofe religious tenets differ

from theirs; but benevolent and communicative to thofe who profefs the fame religion a«

themfelves.

They are fo wholly devoted to intereft, that all other considerations give place to it;

neither religion, natural affedion, friendfliip, or even love itfelf, can influence them to

depart from the path to profit; a paflion fo much the more unaccountable, and inexcufe-

able, as all their poflefllons are precarious, and riches, when obtained, are held at the plea-

furc not only of the throne, but of the meanefl of it's miniflers, who has had the addrefs

to collect purfes enough to purchafe a government or office of ftate.

The Afiatic Turks are not in general fo immoral as thofe of Europe, though their vir-

tues arc rather of the negative than the adivjje kind ; it is among the great that the vices of

avarice and cruelty are chiefly to be met with
;
perhaps, bccaufe thofe in inferior ftations

want the power to gratify their inclinations, as they fecm in general to pofiefs lefs of foft-

refs and philanthropy than moft other people: they are, indeed, tolerably hofpitable to

flrangers, charitable, and juft in their dealings; but only when their guefts, the obje£ts of

their charity, and the perfons with whom they deal, are followers of Mahomet; with thofe

of other religions they pra£lire little hofpitality, benevolence, or juftice.

It is held highly commendable to provide for pilgrims or travellers; and for this purpofe

houfes of accommodation are commonly erefled on roads which are unprovided with fit

places of reception for thofe who have occafion to take long journies, and they arc fupplied

with neceflaries for the bed and table ; the fame fpirit induces them to dig wells and

Cleft fountains by the road fides, water being of great importance to travellers, not only

as a rcfrelhment on account of the warmth of the climate, but for the performance of the

ceremonies of a religion which enjoins frequent wafliing and purification with water.

As they advance to old age, it is a common cuftomto dye their beards to conceal the change

of colour which begins to take place; and women, at the fame time of life, ufually meta-

morphofe
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morphofe themfelvcs in the like way, by colouring the hair of their heads ; a prafticc which

produces a ridiculous efFeft to :hofe who are unaccuftotned to fee black eyes with hait of a

full or duflcy red, the colour to which the drug they ufe for this purpofc changes it.

Though the Turkifli ladies afFcdl to confider painting as an aft of depravity which

would degrade a woman of virtue, yet they almoft univerfally dye their eye-brows black,

with a compofition which is called hattat, modelling them with a pencil to that form which

is moft faftiionable or pleafing: it is alfo a very general cuftom to black the infidcs of their

eye-lids with a powder which they call ifmed, and which is a mineral fubftance refemblinw

lead ore, which is prepared by firft roafting it in a quince, an apple, or a truffle, and then

levigating it with the oil of fweet almonds on a polifhed marble ; and this they pretend

ftrengthens the fight, to which intent they fometimes add to it flowers of olibanum, or

amber. In order to apply this powder, they provide themfelvcs with a fmall cylinder of

filver or any other metal, or of ivory, about two inches long, and the fize of a crow-quill

;

this inftrument is firft dipped in water, and afterwards in the powder, and being placed

a^ainft the eye horizontally, and the eye-lids clofed on it, is gently drawn through, fo that

it effeftually blackens the infide, and leaves a black rim quite round the edge; but t^'<s is

by no means a modern cuftom, having been a praftice ofgreat antiquity, both in the ancient

Roman and Grecian ftates: it was then, however, confined wholly to the ladies; but at

prefent prevails among fuch of the men in Turky who chufe to diftinguifh themfelves as

the petit maitres of this country

Nor are the ladies content with ftaining their eye-brows and eye-lids; their hands and feet

are ornamented in nearly the fame way, with this ..ifference, that the colour they chufe for

this purpofc is a dufky yellow, with which they touch the tips of the fingers and toes, and

drop a few fpots of the preparation ufed in this operation on the hands and feet: fome, in-

deed, as marks cf fuperior elegance, ftain great part of thefe extremities, in the forms of

flowers and figures, with fome dye of a dark green caft; but this foon lofes it's beauty, and

changes to a colour not lefs unpleafing than the other.

The drefs of the Turkifli ladies has been fo accurately defcribed by an European of the

fame fex, whofe obfervations were made within the walls of that haram from whence few

of thofe who have once entered have ever efcaped, and fo much confidence may be placed

in the truth of this defcription, that we ftioulJ be unjuftifiablc if we omitted to give it in

very nearly the words of our learned and ingenious country-woman, who had herfelf con-

formed to the prevailing eaftern drefs.

The firft part of the ladies drefs is a pair of drawers very full, which reach to the fhoes,

and conceal the legs more modeftly than petticoats; thefe are made of thin rofe-coloured

damafli brocaded with filver flowers. The fhoes are of white kid leather embroidered with

gold: over this hangs a fmock of fine white filk gauze, edged with embroidery; this

fmock has wide fleeves hanging half way down the arm, and is clofed at the neck with a

diamond button ; but the fhape and colour of the bofom arc very well to be diftinguiflied

through it. The antery, is a waiftcoat made clofe to the (h?pe, of white and gold damafl:

with very long fleeves falling back, and fringed with deep gold fringe, and fhould have dia-

mond or pearl buttons. The caftan, of the fame fluff with the drawers, is a robe exactly

^ fitted
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fitted to the fhape, and reaching to the feet with very long, ftrait, falling fleeves: over this i»

a girdle about four fingers broad, which ail who caa afford it have entirely of diamonds ot

other precious flones; thofe who are not at that expence, have it of exquifite embroidery

on fattin, but it muft be fafteiied before with a clafp of diamonds. The curdee, with a

loofe robe» is put on or thrown off according to the weather, being a rich brocade lined

either with ermine or fables, and has fleeves which reach very little below the fhoulders.

The head-drefs is conopofed of a cap called talpoc, which in winter is of fine velvet em-

broidered with pearls or diamonds, and in fummer of a light fhining filver fluff; this is fixed

on one fide of the head, from which ithangs a little waydown with a gold tafTe.', and is bound

on either with a circle of diamonds or a rich embroidered handkerchief: on the other fide

of the head the hair is laid flat; and here the ladies are at liberty to fhew their fancies, fome
'

putting fIowers> others a plume of herons feathers^ in (hort what they pleafe; but the

moft general fafhion is a large bouquet of jewels made like natural flowers, the buds of

pearls, therofesof different coloured rubies, the jeiTamines of diamonds, the jonquils of

topazes, and the like, fo well fet and enamelled, that it is hard to conceive any thing of

that kind fo beautiful. The hair hangs at it's full length behind, divided into trefTeSy,

braided with pearl or ribbands in great quantities.

In fome of the diftrids, but more particularly among the Arabs, a large gold or ftlver

ring, of an inch or an inch and an half diameter, is hung to the external cartilage of the wo-^

man's right noftril, which is perforated for that purpofe; and thefe people fometimes maric

their under lip, brcafls, and arms, with a biuifh colour, which they introduce and fix inde-^

libly by pricking the part with a fine needle, and rubbing in a certain powder prepared

for that purpofe;. but this is to be undcrflood of women inferior in rank to thofe whofe

rich, elegant, and highly fancied drefs, is calculated to adorn the perfons of thofe diflin-

guifhed beauties, who are colledled from various quarters of the earth, and decked with the

richell fpoils of the eafl, toawait the pleafures of that luxurious monarch, who, captivated:

by the fplendor of his titles, and fafcinated by the charms of indolence andeafe, and the

gratification of his fenfual pafltons, foregoes all the valuable enjoyments of life, and re-

mains himfelf the greatefl flave in a land of perfefl flavery.

The Turkifh women are, as we have already obferved, inclined to fat; nor Is this con-

fidercd as a deformity : on the contrary, a degree of plumpnefs,. fomewhat above the Eu-

ropean idea of that point which conflitutes beauty, is admired in Turky; and this habit is

rather encourage4 than avoided.

When a woman of any rank is permitted to go into the flreets, fhe is obliged to wear

two murlins or veils; of which one hides the whole head-drefs, and hangs a confiderable

way down the back ; the other compleatly covers the whole face, except the eyes : even the

fhape is efFe£lually concealed by a garment called a ferigee, without which no woman of

rank can appear. This part of the drefs is in fummer made of plain fllk or fluff, and in

winter of cloth; and has long fleeves which reach to the ends of the fingers and wrap^

round them. As the exterior garments are alike, the miflrefs cannot be difcovered from

her flave;. and as it is contrary to an eflablifhed cuflom for any man to touch, or even

follow a woman in the flreets, thefe indifcriminate mafquerading drcffes afford opportu-

nities
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nities and conveniencies for intrigue, equal to thofe which are enjoyed in the mod licen«

tious countries in Europe.

Under thefe difguifes appointments are macfw' at the (bops of Jews, who generally vend

the ncheft commodities of the empire; there the amorous couples meet, and the favoured

gallant frequently purfues an amour of this fort without ever difcovering either the name

or quality of the lady who honours him with her notice, and rewards his afliduity with her

love.

Nor are any women in the world more devoted \o pleafures, which, however infipid they

may appear to the ladies of Europe, have yet charms for thofe who, never having enjoyed

the blciHngs of liberty, or the joys of fociety and converfation, and who from early habit

and want of education are difqualified for rational amufement, can find fatisfa^lion in

vifiting, bathing, and taxing the hufband's purfe to fupport a childifli extravagance in

drefs, which can only be exhibited to thofe of their own fex, for the gratification of that

vanity, which ever prompts women of weak or uncultivated underflandings, in all coun-

tries, to emulate the follies and profufion of others.

The drefs of the men is a pair of drawers next the fkin; over them a fhirt, and a doliman

of filk, fattin, or fluff, according to the quality and circumftances of the wearer, which
reaches to the heels, and is madecIofe-bodiedlikeakindofcafTock, and is quilted for warmth
in the winter; over this garment they wear a fafh girded very tight round the waifl and
in this fafh they flick one or two daggers, the hilts and fcabbards of which are urnamented

with gold or filver, and thofe of perfons of diflindlion with diamonds and other precious

flones; and in this fafh they alfo carry their purfes, or loofe money, and the boxes and
eafes which contain the tobacco, of which they make conflant ufe.

Over the doliman a loofe coat or gown is worn,, whit h the affluent line with frrs for the

winter; they wear flockings, the legs of which are of woollen cloth, but the feet of red or

yellow leather, and their fhoes are of the fame colour and materials: a crimfon velvet cap

covers their heads, round which is a turban compofed of many yards of filk or linen.

The janifaries wear occafionally a fercola, or cap of ceremony, hanging down behind,

and having before a pipe of gilt leather, about fix inches long, which falls upon the fore~

head; for ordinary days they have turbans of white, red, or other colours.

The Turks are great admirers of a venerable beard, yet they fhave their beads clofe-

and ufe a proverbial expreflton in juflification of the pratSlice, that the devil ntftla in long

hair.

If they apprehend themfelves fo protedled that they dare avow being rich, they neither

live meanly or abflemioufly : their breakfaft is commonly fried eggs, honey, cheefe, and

the like ; their dinners are early, generally at eleven in the fummer, and in the winter

even fooner. They ufe a round table, cither of filver or of copper tinned, according to

their circumflances ; this table is fet upon a wooden ftool, about twelve or fourteen inches

high, and they carefully preferve the carpet which covers the floor from being foiled, by

placing a piece of cloth under the ftool at meal-times, which is removed as foon as the din-

ner is finifhed; the table remains uncovered, except by the difhes, the largefl of which are

placed in the middle, and the fmaller, containing the fallads, pickles, and bread, as well

as



II I A.

nv4

M'

|i

J I >

as the fpoons, are plaeecl round the edges : as fooii as thofe who are to dine are feated, s

piece of fillc, long enough to furround the table, at which they always fit crofs-leggcJ on

nuts placed upon the carpet, is fprcadon their knees. At the tables of perfons of condition,

only one large difli is ferved at a time, which is removed as foon as each perfon has eat a

finall quantity of it, and another is fet on : they neit'.ier ufc knives or forks, fupplying the

places of both with their fingers, according to the general cuAom of the eaft} for fauces

and other liquids they ufe fpoons made of tortoife-fhell, horn, or wood, being prohibited by

their religion from gold or filvcr utenfils.

Their bread is principdly wheat-flour made into thin cakes, but it is neither fermented

properly or well baked, for which rcafon they condantiy eat it new; but they have great

variety of bifcuitsand rufks, the tops of which they commonly ftrew with the feeds of fefa-

nium or fennel flower.

The firft difli fcrvcd is commonly foupor broth of fome fort, and the meal generally

finiflies with a pilaw, which is compofcd of mutton or fowls flowed with rice and a ftrong

gravy; the other diflies, which are more or lefs numerous according to rank or fortune,

confift of fttwcd fowls, pigeons, or other birds, ftuffed with rice and fpiced, and fmall

pieces of mutton ftewed with herbs or roafted. As a grand regale, they fill a lamb with

almond?, raifms, piftachios, and rice, and ftew it whole : they make great variety of padry,

both in pics of meat and tarts of frefh and preferved fruits; but the pafte acquires, from

the badncfs of the butter, a rancid tafte, very unpalatable to thofe who are unaccuftomed to

it. With the pilaw a difli of fweet jelly comes to the table, which is fometimes eaten with

it; and, Jaft of all, each perfon takes a fmgic fpoonful of a thin kind of fyrup, in which are

fmall flices of various dried fruits.

'I heirdiflies are in general too greafy, and highly faltcd and fpiced, as well as feafoned

with onions or garlic; but they are no ftrangers to piquant fauces, ufing vinegar and lemon,

or pomegranate juice, to render them poignant. Water is the only liquor they ufc at their

meals, but they drink coffee almoft immediately after they are finiftied.

They take their fuppers about fix o'clock in the fummer, and five in the winter, which

confift of nearly the fame diflies as the dinner; in the winter their vifits are generally made
after fupper, where they fit up late, and are entertained with collations of fweetmeats

:

fruit they eat in confiderable quantities between their meals, according to the different fea-

fons.

The meals of the common people are confined to a fmall number of diflies, neither dreffed

with much art or highly fpiced or feafoned. Bread, butter, rice, and a little mutton, and

a difb or two peculiar to this country, with the compofition of which Europeans are

unacquainted, compofe their winter food; in the fummer they are fupplied with variety

of fruits, which with rice, bread, and cheefe, conftitute their meals, the principal of

which, as in moil other countries, is taken in the evening, when they return from the la-

bours of the day.

Wine and fpirits are forbidden by the laws of Mahomet, yet as indulgences are allowed

in this refpe£l to the fick, pretences of that fort are feldom wanting ; nor do they in general

fcruple to take them freely in private among feleiftand confidential friends, retiring for this

purpofe

|j'|| I
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purpore to gardens and Aiminer-houres, where they frequently drink Co as to exceed very

confiderably the bounds of moderation : indeed, there are few among them, efpecially in

the higher clafles, who do not brealc through this law of their prophet, which they rightly

underftand to have been framed much more for political than religious purpofes ; and, in-

deed, in a country where thefe fafcinating commodities are fo eafily and cheaply procured,

and where all the other paflions are fo luxurioufly indulged, the unreftrained ufe of wines

and ftrong liquors might be produdtive of very fatal confequences ; circumftances which

had, without doubt, great weight with the cunning founder of the Mahometan religion,

whofe doctrines were firft to make their way among the loweft, and of courfe the moll un-

governable part of mankind.

But though thefe people are feldom intoxicated with wine, or at lead avoid being ob-

ferved in that condition, yet they praflife another fpecies of intoxication with much Icfs

reftraint; many of them being addi£led to the ufe of opium, which produces fome of the

immediate efFedls of drunkennefs, infpiring them with an extraordinary chearfulnefs,

rouzing them into unufual exertions, and occafioning a kind of temporary delirium. Nor
is this fort of intemperance lefs de{lru£tive to the'conllitution than wine or fpirits, though

not exadtly in the fame way ; the latter bring on fevers, dropfies, and confumptions, and

thofe who accuftom themfelves to opium, either alone or mixed with fpices and fweetments,

arrive at old age at an early period of life ; lofs of memory and dulnefs of apprchenfion

being ufually the fymptoms which foretcl a total deprivation of the mental powers, in

which ftate thofe who are devoted to this pernicious habit generally fini(h their wretched

courfe of debauchery.

The beverages in moft eftimation among the Turks, and which indeed conflitute all their

public refrefhments, are coffee and fherbet ; the former, which is made very ftrong, and

taken without milk or fugar, is in conftant ufe, being univerfally drank at certain times

of the day by all ranks of people. At a vifit, the entertainment commences with a difh of

coffee, accompanied by fweetmeats or acid conferves, after which pipes of tobacco and

(hefbet are prefented to the guefts ; and, if they are of high quality, the room is perfumed

by burning fweet wood in a cenfer, or fwect waters are fcattered over it; but this ceremony

is a civil intimation that the vifitors are expected to withdraw.

Some modern travellers, who highly extol the hofpitality of the Turks, and admire the

manners of the Eaft in the discharge of this duty, which in their opin un foftcns the

'ij^ours of defpotifm, fcem to overlook a very material circumftance which accompanies

this eulogium: he who feeks the favour or protection of a great man, or who would be

admitted to his prcfence, is always expedled to approach him with a valuable prefent; the

returns for which are ufually high profefTions of friend/hip and eftcem, and liberal prrmifes

of patronage and proteftion, accompanied with behaviour fo truly affable, that the influ-

ence of power feems to be lofl! in the graces of becoming dignity and humanity.

How far the protedlion and affability of manners purchafed in this way are to be con-

fidered as hofpitality, or as the genuine effuficns of native virtue and benignity, we muft

leave to the difcuffion of thofe who are more deeply verfed in refinements on moral redti-

tude : for ourfelves, we cannot help acknowledging, that the manners of the Turks appear

D to
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ito rcfemble To nearly thofe of the inhabitants of mod parts of Europe, that we can hardlf

•fcribeto the Afian courtier a greater degree of merit than we can allot to the European i

' both of them fecming to be aAuatcd by exa£lly the fame principlej that of communicating

their favoursto thofe from whom they expe^ a return of advantageous gratitude.

We are rather inclined to impute the demeanour attribuced to fuch laudable principlei

to the much more fordid ones of avarice and diflimulation i the former prompts them to

facrificc even their pride and infolence to the attainment of riches, and the latter enables

• them to perform the difagreeable taflc under the femblances of hofpitality and politenefs:

>nor can we admit as an excufe for ads of the grolTeil venality and opprcflion, that uni-

•verful chain of corruption, which, in this defputic government, reaches from the grand

vizier to the meaneft inftrument of power, without at the fame time admitting that the

univerfality of vice takes from it's depravity, and that as it grows more general, it becomes

Icfs odious,} an 9pinion which we ihould be extremely forry to And prevalent.

The cuftom of fmoaking tobacco is not wholly confined to the men^ (bmc women, and

efpecially among the common people, are addidled to it: it is commonly taken in pipes of

wood, the ftems of which are of wood of the rofe or chcrry-trcc, which for the affluent are

ufually carved and ornamented with filver^ the bowls are neatly made with clay. Some of

thofe who are rich ufe the Perfian caalean, which is a method of paffing the fmoke in filver

tubes through a veiTel of water before it reaches the mouth, which renders it mild and

xool, and is faid to be attended with the peculiar advantage of it's being lefs apt to leave a

difagreeable fmell and tafte in the mouth, than when it is fmoked in a common pipe; thofe

who are unacquainted with this luxury, or unable to afford it, are feldom without a pipe

in their mouths, even whilft they are performing their ordinary avocations.

Among .the amufements of the Turks, the bagnio holds the firft place: for though

bathing is undoubtedly contributory to health in warm climates, and the religion of Ma-
homet enjoins it as a facred ceremony, yet, next to the delights of the haram, it conftitute&

their chief pleafure.

All the cities and great towns are provided with public baths, fometimes in d^ftindl

places for each fex } but they are more commonly appropriated to the life of both at different

.times of the day, the men ufmg them in the morning, and the women in the afternoon.

The conftru£tion of thefe bagnios is well adapted for the purpofes of amufement and
convenience.

The entrance is >.nto a large room, provided with a fountain and bafon of water in the

middle of it, and fophas round the walls; and here the company affemble, enter intocon->

verfation, and prepare themfelves for bathing, by divefting themfelves of their upper gar-
ments. This room receives no fenftble warmth from the baths, but a door opens ftom it

into a lefs fpacious apartment, which is fomewhat heated } and here the perfon who in-
tends to bathe leaves the remaining part of his d/efs, and proceeds to the a£lual bathing
xoom, which is of a larger fize, and the air of which receives an additional degree of
iieat: about the fides of this room are placed bafons of ftone about a yard in diameter,

into each of which two cocks admit warm and cold water, fo that it may be rendered more
ox lefs hot, according to inclination or other circumftances } each of thtffe bafons is alfo

ptoridtd
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provided with vcfluls of copper to pour water over the bodies of thofe who bathe; and

there are fometimes two rooms furnilhcd exactly in the fame way, and differing only in the

degree of heat, and each of them have generally in one of the corners a larger bafon or

ciftern, capable of containing the whole body, and about four feet deep. The bathing

rooms receive their light from domes, which are ufually covered with glafs.

When the perfon who is to bathe firft enters the bathing room, he is prefented with a

compofition, which being applied to thofe parts of the body which Nature has provided

with hair, loofens it, fo that it is eafily taken oflF{ after which thefe parts are carefully

walhed: after this ceremony has been performed, he has to undergo an operation which

appears painful and troublefome to an European, but which thefc Afiatics fubmit to with

evident marks of fatisfadion.

One of the attendants of the bagnio now ''•'bs, moulds, and chafes the whole body, be-

ginning at the tops of the flioulders, and proc «ding downwards; and in the performance

of this ftrvice, he gives each of the fingers fuch a pull or fudden jerk, as to make it crack or

fnap.

The perfon being then laid on his back with his arms folded acrofs his breaft, the at-

tendant feizes the back part of his neck, and making an effort to raife him, the vertebrie

of the back are affcAed like the joints of the fingers, and feem to have been fubjeded to a

momentary diflocation ; after this the back is chafed again, and bafons of the warm water

being thrown over the whole body, it is gently rubbed with a coarfe cloth, and then with

a lather of foap; which being waflied ofi^, he binds a napkin round his head, another round

his middle, and fometimes throws a third over his ihoulders; and without drefling him*

felf returns to the room of general aflembly, fmokes his pipe, and takes coffee, fruit,

fweetmeats, or other refrefhments, and joins in converfation till he is difpofed to refume

his cloaths and depart.

Few opportunities have offered of acquiring accurate accounts of the manner in which

the women enjoy this amufement ; perhaps the only one which can be depended on, is that

which has been communicated in the works of the lady to whom we have been already in-

debted for an elegant defcription of the fenule Turkifli drefs.

This noble and ingenious traveller informs us, that it is not unufual for two hundred -

ladies, attended by their refpedive ilaves of the fame fex, to aflemble at one of txCe

bagnios, and after having undergone the operation of purification by water, to recline

themfelves on the fophas, and either employ themfelves in working, or engage in converfation

with others, taking coffin, (herbet, fruits, fweetmeats, and other refreihrnents; them-

felves, as well as their attendants, who are in general young and beautiful, remainingwholly

imincumbered with the unneceflary ornaments of drefs; and, unconfcious of the loft in-

decency, exhibiting charms, which, to the honour of thefe eaftern beauties, feem neither

to infpire vanity in themfelves, or envy in others.

But as thefe are the only opportunities which the cuftoms of this eaftern world allow

.

for difplaying the richnefs and fancy of their drefles, or the piofufion and elegance of

their jewels, the garments and ornaments which are laid afide on their ewering thebagnios,

and refumed before they leave them, arc always proportioacd in magfiificence and con-

ftruAion
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ftru6tion to the riches and tafte of the wearer; in giving proofs of which, the ladies of

diftindlion vie with each other in thefe facred recefles, to which no male can ever gain

admittance.

Thofe exercifes which conftitute the chief amufements of Europe, are but little praftifed

in this part of A :; hunting, (hooting, riding, and walking, for pleafure or health, the

Turks treat as an abfurd application of that time, which they fpend much more agreeably

to their ideas, in lolling upon fophas, fmoking their favourite tobacco, or vifiting the nu-

merous collections of beauties, who are devoted to their more voluptuous enjoyments:

thofe who have country-houfes or gardens diftant from the towns, will fcarce fubniit to

the toil of vifiting them; becaufe, where coaches and other vehicles of the like kind are

little in ufe, they are under the neceffity of breaking through that iixed and fettled habit

of indolence which feems to poiTefs them univerfally.

However, when they conquer their lazinefs fo far as to mount their horjes for an ex-

curiion of a few miles, the journey is undertaken with infinite parade; a number of

fervants preceding them on foot, and particularly till they get beyond the city or town

in which they refide: when the ladies move, which happens:, however, but very feldom,

they are without the conveniency of coaches; and muft either walk, if the diftance is

fmall, or be conveyed in litters, if they undertake any confiderable journies; thefe litters

are very clofely covered up, and carried between mules; though the lower rank have a kind

of box or cradle, which is hung to the fide of a mule, and is of a fize jufl large enough

to contain the precious burden.

One of the few aftive amufements of the Turks, is a kind of mock fight maintained

on horfeback with ihort flaffs, in the exercifeof which, as well as the management of their

horfes on thefe occafions, they fhew no fmall dexterity; but this exercife is confined to

pcrfons of high rank, and is very feldom pradifed, for this alfo invades- too much that fyflem

of ina£livity which feems to govern their whole lives.

Their favourite amufements are chefs and drafts, at both which games they are pecu-

liarly expert: they have alfo other fports refembling the Chriftmas gambols of Chriflian

countries; fuch as hiding a ring under one of a number of cups placed on the table or a

waiter, and guefling by rotation under which it may be found; the winner on this occa-

fion has the privilege of exacting forfeits of thofe who have failed to name the right cup, or

of compelling them to fubmit to wear a fool's cap, have their faces blacked, or fiand in

certain poflures; for the gratification of this pleafure, they are, however, obliged to ad-

mit fome of their domeflics or inferiors to the diverAon, thofe who are of any rank being

too proud to be jefled with, though they enjoy the humiliation of others.

Nor will it be matter of wonder, that the time of thefe people fhouid be fo grofsly mif-

applied, and the employment of ir devoted to fuch trifling and childifh purpofes; when
we refleft that they are aimoft univerfally devoid of every fpecies of literature, and their

"

minds perfedt blank«, without knowledge or information.

They have wreftlers among them, who feem to be mere mercenaries, going about for

the entertainment of fuch perfons as chufe to pay them fbr exhibiting their flrength and
agility: as to art in this exercife, they feem to place no great reliance on it, coming on
with vaft parade and flourifh, and threatening their antagonifls in fet terms; but the whole

affair

P
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The cofFee-houfes, feveral of which are to be found in every city or conflderable town,
are by no means places of polite refort} the entertainments provided to relifh the coffee and
iherbet of the guefts are rather of the coarfer kind : the keepers of thefe houfes commonly
retaining fomc bxjfFoon, or imaginary wit, to amufe them with ftories, tricks, and fleightof

hand; in times of public felHvity they provide a paltry band of mufic, and a puppet-fliew,

or fpedtacle of fimilar excellence.

The private houfes of the Turks are ufually quadrangular, or rather conilft of difFercRt

apar^mentR, built on the feveral fides of a fquare yard or court. When the houfes are

'built with ftone, a manner of building which is principally, confined to thofe of the

affluent, the rooms on the ground-floor are generally arched; over this there is one

other ftory, and the roof is flat, and either covered with ftone or plaifter : the infides of

the houfes of people of fafliion are neatly finifhed, and ornamented with painting and

gilding, and they are provided with great numbers of cupboards and other conveniencies of

-the like kind ; but they are little encumbered with furniture, having no ufe for chairs,

as they fit conftantly on a carpet placed on an elevated part of the floor, or recline on low

fophas; tables are equally unneceflTary, except that kind of ftool which ferves to fix the

waiter on at meals, and which is removed as foon as they are finiflied.

They ftill retain the ancient eafterxi cuftom of infcribing moral extracts from their

Alcoran, or poetry compofed by thcmfelves or borrowed from their poets, over their doors

jind windows within the houfe, in the fame manner as paflages of Scripture are frequently

fcleded to adorn our churches; and this practice fuits the natural or afliumed gravity of

the Turks, and the conftant exercife of religious ceremonies, which mingle with moft of

their common avocations.

I'he entrances to their houfes are fliut up with double doors, fo that when they are

opened it is impoflible to look even into the court or fquare, which is generally provided with

a bafon and fountain in the middle; water being, as we have already obferved, one of the

luxuries of warm climates, and being equally defirable for religious purpofes. Parts of

the court are -paved, and others are left as a kind of garden, and produce variety of flowers,

which, with thofe that are cultivated in a great number of pots, are equally fragrant and

ornamental. On the fouth fide of the court there is generally an alcove open to the north,

one part of which is raifed about a font or fomewhat mere from the level of the ground,

and.being furniflied with mats and cufliions, ferves to receive ordinary vifitors, or fuch as

attend the owner of the houfe on matters of bufinefs ; and the pavement between this alcove

and the bafon is of chequered work of different coloured marbles, and corrcfponds with a

large hall on the oppofite fide of the fquare, which has alfo in general a fountain of water

in the middle, and is adorned with pots of flowers, being lighted from a cupola at the top:

this room is alfo appropriated to the reception of vifitors, when the weather is unfavourable

for entertaining them in the alcove; but all the internal beauties and ornaments of thefe

houfes are loft to the public, as they have fcarce a window towards the ftreets except in the

upper ftory.

The houfes of the ordinary tradefmen and common people arc for the < "*ft part built of

wood, which frequently occaflons dreadful conflagrations in the capital c,ix$ and towns

;

they
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they diflfef from fuch *s we have already defcribed, in the fame proportron as the habita-

tions of the nobility and gentry are removed in elegance and convenience from thofe of

the lower clailes in the various countries of Europe.

The Turks, as well as moft Eaftern nations, are unacquainted with the pernicious

cuftom fo prevalent in the weftern world, of inverting the order of the feafons appointed

for reft and labour, and turning night into day; they retire to reft betimes, and leave their

beds early in the morning ; nor are they accuftomed to the indulgence in this particular,

which might be expected in a people devoted to luxury and indolence : they generally fleep

on a mattrafs laid upon the floor, and covered with a flieet, another of which is faftened to

a light counterpane in the fummer, and a quilt or wc vllen coverlet in the colder feafons of

the year, and thrown over them. They fleep in drawers, and, according to the warmth of

the weather, in one or more waiftcoats ; and in fevere feafons are wrapped in furs, and ufe

one of their common culhions inftead of a pillow, though fome have both bolfter and pil-

low, according to the European cuftom.

They do not undrefs and go to bed at any certain hour, and wait the approach of fleep;

but, being feated on the mattrafs, they fmoke till they find themfelves fleepy, and then

laying themfelves down, their fervants cover them up. Some of high rank have muficians

attending when they retire to reft, who endeavour to compofe them by the fofteft ftrains

of mufic; and others employ fome young man of letters, who is confidered as a kind of

fecretary, to read pafliages of the Alcoran, or ftories from the Tales of the Genii, the Ara-

bian Nights Entertainment, or other authors who recount the lives and aiflions of Ma-
homet, Ali, and the other founders of their religion. Their fleeping places vary according

to the different climates of fo extenfive a country : in the warmer parts their mattrafles are

laid on the tops of the houfes in the fummer months, or in their courts, under the alcove;

in the winter they chufe the fmalleft rooms for fleeping places, and even thofe have fuch

iires of charcoal as would fuffbcate an European, and muft be pernicious even to thofe

who are accuftomed to them. They have always a lamp burning; and if they awake in

the night, refrefli themfelves with a pipe, a difh of coffee, or fome fweetmeats ; fitting up

till the inclination to ileep returns.

Contrary to the ufual cuftom of Europeans, the .hufl}and purchafes his wife, and that

too without having examined or even feen the jewel he pays for. When a young man is

confidered marriageable, which is from feventeen to twenty (and the girls from fourteea

upwards) the mother of the youth, or other female relation or friend, looks out for a wife

for him among the young women of his own rank ; and having found one (he approves,

enquires of her mother if fhe is unengaged, and then reports her fuccefs to the father -of the

youth, who fettles the whole affair, and iixes the price which his fon is topay for the lady,

with her friends : when matters are in this degree of forwardnefs, the young couple are

acquainted with their deftination, to which they fubmit without reluctance, being wholly

unacquainted with forms of courtfhip, or ideas of love.

Proxies being appointed, they repair to the imaum, attended by feveral of the male

relations of each fide, who firft identify^ by proper teftimony, the appointment ofthefe re-

prefentatives of the intended bride and bridegroom ; this done, the ceremony of the mar-

ria^
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riage contract is performed by the payment and acceptance of the ftipulated price, and

the hands of the proxies being joined, the affiance is compleated by a prayer or bleffing

from the Alcoran, though neither of the parties are prefent.

The purchafe-money of the lady is now laid out in cloaths, jewels, and other ornaments

for her perfon, and in furniture or decorations for her bed-chamber, her fiather and

friends adding to it according to their circumftances, and in moft cafes very conHderably^

as the payment made to the father of the bride feldom amounts to any great fum, being;

rather exaAed as a matter of cuftom than of real confideration •, and thefe nuptial prefents

are fent, with particular ceremonies, to the intended refidence of the contracted couple^

two or three days before that on which the bridegroom has determined to take home his

wife} who at the fame time invites his friends, acquaintance, and dependents, keeping,

open houfe till the day^ and receiving the prefents brought by his guefts, and thofe fent by.

others who have received invitations, it being an invariable cuftom for all who are in<>

vited, as well as thofe who attend, to offer thefe tokens of their efteem and friendfhip.

On the day appointed for the bridegroom to receive his wife, all the female friends and

acquaintance of each, together with others who are induced by curiofity, aflemble at the

bagnio appointed for this purpofe. The matrons place themfelves round the largeft room-

on the marble fophas, and the virgins diveft themfelves cf their cloaths with all poffible

expedition, and appear without any covering, or other ornament, than their own long hair

braided with ftrings of pearl or ribbands. The arrival of the bride at ths door being an-

nounced, twoof thefe unincumbered beauties meet her and her mother, or any other particular

friend, and condudling them into the rodm, proceed to reduce the bride to a ftate of nature;

this fervice being performed, two others, who are provided with filver cenfeis filled with

perfumes, begin a proceflion round the three large rooms of the bagnio, being followed by.

the whole virgin train in pairs, the leaders finging an epithalamium,.with which the others

join in chorus, the laft couple leading the heroine of the day, whofe eyes are fixed on the

ground with a becoming afFedlation of modefty.

The procefTion ended, the bride is led round to the feveral matrons, and receives the

congratulatory compliments and prefents of each; which latter confift ofjewels, pieces of

embroidery, handkerchiefs, pieces of filk, or other trinkets and toys; in return for which

(he kifTes their hands: and this ceremony being concluded, and the bride drefled by het

ready handmaids, flie is condufted to the houfe of her huiband, by her mother or other

female friends, where feparate apartments and entertainments are provided for the different

fexes, who pafs the day in the mirth ufual on fuch occafions. At the time of the night

when the guefts prepare to depart, the bridegroom being drefTed by his male friends, is

conducted to the door of the apartment where the females are afTembled, where he is met
by his own.relations of that fex, who proceed before him, finging and dancing, to the foot of

the ftnirs which lead to the chamber to which the bride is already retired ; as the bride-

groom afcends thefe ftairs, the lady being veiled with red gauze, is conduced by her fe-

male friends to meet him half way, and the whole band, attending the couple to the door

of the bed-chamber, retire ; and this is the firfl interview of the married pair.

Their notions, with refpeft to the female fex, are extremely confined : they allow them

no virtue but that of bearing children} which they infift was the only end of their creation

;

and.
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and, indeed, their total evdufion of the women from ever" kind of burn)?fs, and ail manner

of pmploymenti, even thofe of a domeftic nature, afFords them but I itile opportunity to

excrcife any other: under this perfuafion they are extremely anxious to perform this duty,

and confider thofe who die without contributing to the piopagation c,f the fpecies, as in a

ftate of reprobation; and fo oppofite are the doctrines of Mahor-L in this inftance to

thofe of fome of the profeflbrs of chriftianity, that the celibacy which is held acceptable

to God by the latter, is efteemed by the former a breach of the laws of that prophet

who the Mahometans believe to have been infpired by the fame Divine Being. Certain it

is, that it feems abfurd to conceive that the Supreme Director of all things fhould have

implanted in us p?(fions and dcfircs apparently dire(5ted to the great purpofes of continuing

the human race, and yet faniAify with his Divine approbation refolulions diametrically

oppofite to his intentions.

Not that we would infer, that the only calling to which the female fex are deftined by-

Providence is to increafe and multiply; we have too much refpetSt for our fair countrywomen, •

not to allow, that among them (whatever may be the cafe in the £aft) there are num-
bers in whom to the moft brilliant talents and the moil refined taftes, are added folid judg-

ment, quick difcernment, keen fenfibility, and ready wit; and who are equally qualified

to fhine in the public circle, and to improve and entertain in the private cabinet; and we
cannot withold our pity from that portion of mankind, who by the tenets of a religion,

founded on the narroweft policy, are deprived of the pleafures which refult from the con-

vcrfation of thofe of the fair-fex, whofe minds have been cultivated by education, and en-

lightened by free communication.

Yet uninformed as the Eaflern ladies are, they feel little repugnance at being treated as

the mere vehicles of pleafure or convenience to the lords of the creation ; and, excluded from

the means of enlarging their ideas, they conform readily to the flation allotted them, and

rate their importance, in the fight of God as well as men, by the opportunities they have

had of contributing to the population of the world: and fo far is this idea carried, that

women who have committed the crime of living fingle, or being widows have neglc<5led

to marry again, are feized with horror at the attacks of ficknefs, and hafleii to provide

themfelves with hufbands, lefl they fhould die in this unhallowed flate.

But the difgrace is not confined to living fingle ; thofe are involved in it, who, having

taken hufbands, are unfortunate enough not to prove prolific : and among the ladies of Afia

the tongue of fcandal propagates the tale of unfruitfulnefs, with the fame energetic acri-

mony with which, in thefe Weflern climes, fhe marks; the unfortunate fair who wander»

from the paths of virtue.

Nor is it fufiicient to protedl a lady from the lofs of reputation, that flie has already been

the mother of children ; if fhe is fufpefled of being incapable of bearing more, fhe ceafes

to be refpefted : and to avoid the foul reproach, all the arts of preferving the appearance of

youth are exercifed to the fulleft extent, and with infinite ingenuity and addrefs, even to

the prejudice of health, and the rifque of life itfelf. She who can boafl the mofl nu-
merous offspring enjoys the greatefl degree of honour; and it is no uncommon cafe to hear

a lady, in the ftate of pregnancy, exprefs her earnefl hopes that God will extend his mercy
F t»
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to her, in giving her two children at the next birth ; and others congratulate her cnhcr

happy fituation, and earneftly wifli to be in the fame honourable condition. Perhaps, if

the Afiatic females were to experience the feverity of labours which fome European women

undergo, they would be lefs anxious to attain this enviable ftate; but as they are excluded

from many of the enjoyments of life, fo they are exempted from this part of it's miferies,

their children being brought into the world with fo little difficulty and pain, that they re-

ceive their company and return to their amufements the fame day that they are delivered,

and in a week or fortnight are abroad in perfedl health, and free from the fmalleft remains of

weaknefs or indifpofition.

Mondays and Tuefdays, in every week, are days of indulgence, in vhich the ladies are

permitted to vifit the tombs of their deceafed relations or friends; ,.id under thefe pre-

tences they frequently walk in the fields and gardens, and refort to the fliops of Jews, and

other dealers in toys and female ornaments ; where, even in thefe lands of jealoufy and

cautious circumfpeiSlion, affairs of gallantry are carried on with the fame fuccefs, as in

thofe countries where female freedom reigns far more uncontrouled. To the bagnios they

refort without reftraint, at the times of the day fet apart for their reception.

As foon as a Turk dies, the body is placed on a large table, and all the paflagcs flopped

with cotton, to prevent the emiffion of any moifture, which would not only render the body

unclean, but the touch of it would have the fame efFeiSl on the attendants. After this is

done, the body is wafhed all over, and being wrapped in a piece of cotton cloth, is laid in

the coffin, which differs only from thofe in which the European dead are buried, in having

a ridged lid : towards the head of the cofHn a peg, or upright piece of wood, rifes about

eight or ten inches, and on this the turban of the deceafed is placed, if a man; the head

-

drefs of a female is laid flat on the coffin, and covered with a linen cloth, or hand-

kerchief; over the whole is laid a pall, the middle of which is pretended to contain a fmall

part of the old covering of the mofque at Mecca, the facred repofitory of the remains of

their prophet Mahomet; but, like the holy crucifix among the Catholics, as many pieces

have been produced as would make fifty covers for the mofque. The pall may be of any

colour or materials that the friends of the deceafed chufc, but it is generally black, rufTet, or

of a dark brown : fometimes the cloaths and ornaments of the deceafed are laid upon the

pall; and if he had any public employment, the enfign^ofhis office.

The cuflom of mourning for the dead in fhrieks and bowlings is of great antiquity, and
prevails almoft univcrfally among the followers of Mahomet, but particularly in Turky;
as foon as the a£lual departure of the mafter of a family is announced, the women rend the

~air with their cries, which are continued with few intermiffions till the interment, which
however takes place with all convenient fpecd, and relieves the furvivors from this trouble-

fome and melancholy tafk.

The funeral proccflion bears relation to the quality or fituation in life of the deceafed
;

if he has been employed in any military fervice, banners, torn and tattered, are carried be-

fore the corpfe by proper officers ; thefe are followed by the male acquaintance and frient.s

of the deceafed ; after thefe the body is carried on men's fliouldcrs, with the head forcmof};

the nearclt male relations follow the body immediately, and the females clofe the proccffion.

contmumn;
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continuing their loud lamentations, whilft the men are Tinging prayers, or portions of the

Alcoran.
'

The body is received at the gate of the n jfque by the imaum or prieft, and being placed

on a bier, certain prayers are pronounced by the imaum, and paflages from the Alcoran,

expreflive of a future ftate, and defcriptive of the habitations and enjoyments of the blefled}

and this ceremony being performed, the body is conveyed to the place of burial in the

fame order. The burying grounds are always without the walls of cities and towns, and

are fpacious and well prefcrved.

The body is placed with the head to the weftward, and the face towards Mecca, in a re-

clining pofture, neither lying flat or fet upright, the bottom of the grave being fo formed

as to keep it in that pofition; the grave is lined and covered with Lrge flat ftones, fo that

the body remains in a kind of vault, none of the earth which is thrown on the covering

ftones reaching it : as foon as the corpfe is depoflted, and the firft covering placed over it,

the imaum throws a handful of earth, and repeats the following fentences. •' Manf out

" of the earth wert thou created^ and to earth doji thou return. The grave is the firji Jlef

*' of thy progref$ to the eternal manfions. If thy anions have been benevolent^ God hath already

" abfolved theefrom thy Jim ; if the contrary, the mercy ofGod is greater than thy tranfgrejjions.

" Believe, as thou didjl in this world, in God thy Lord, in Mahomet his prophet, and in all the

** prophets and mejjengers of God, and pardon will be extended."

The Turks ufually fet up a ftone at each end of the grave, on both which are infcribed

texts of the Alcoran, or fome prayer : on that which is placed at the head a turban is gene-

rally carved in relief, which denotes the quality of the deceafed, and in fome meafure cor-

refponds with the infcription of coats of arms on the tombs or grave-ftones of this country.

Families of confequence have portions of ground railed oif in the common European

manner, within which they bury their dead; but th>i ordinary grave-ftones are held (o

facred, that they are never removed on any account, but are preferved with infinite!^ more

care than in moft Chriftian countries.

The men wear no mourning for their deceafed friends, nor exprefs any regret at their

departure, confldering death as a difpenfation of Providence, which ought to be fubmitted

to without murmuring ; and, indeed, the fame apparent fortitude attends them in moft

exigencies: they refort to the grave, however, and pray on the third, the feventh, and the

fortieth day after the interment, at which times they diRiibute confiderablc quantities of

provifions among the poor. The women, however, make fome alteration in their apparel,

wearing thofe cloaths which are leaft gay or ornamented, and particularly a head-drefs of

a dark colour, and laying afide their jewels and gaudy apparel for twelve months after the

death of a hufband, and fix months of a father; during which time they vifit the tomb re-

gularly on Mondays and Tuefdays, bedecking it with flowers, and chiding the deceafed

for leaving them, who had rendered him their beft fervices, and endeavoured to make life

agreeable to him : a cullom which prevails alfo in many Chriftian countries, and particu-

larly in Ireland; where, however, it is confined to the lower clafles. The length of the

times devoted to mourning varies confiderably in different ranks of life : thofe which we
have mentioned are generally obferved among perfons of condition ; but among all ranks of

people
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people the widow muft mourn fiiiiHlvfor forty days before (he is permitted to marry again;

and during this time fhe muft remain in the houfe without once quitting ir, nor muft flie

hold any other converfation than fuch as is necclTary to the management of her ordinary

concerns, even with thofc of her own fex who are her ncarcft relations.

The prevailing religion of Turlty in Europe isMahcmetanifm; and, as an introdii(!tion to

our dcfcription of the doftrines and ceremonies of this profeflion, it may be equally inte-

refling anil amufing to give n fhort account of the founder.

Mahomet, or, as the Arabians call him, Mahomed, was a native of Mecca in At:abia,

and was meanly born, during the reign of Juftinian, the eleventh emperor of the Eaft, in

the fixth century ; the poverty of his pai'ents co-operated with the little regard paid to

learning in this part of the world, in preventing his receiving any education to improve an

underftanding excellently endowed by Nature; nor did he reap any advantage in this par-

ticular from the care of his uncle Abuteleb, who took him under his protedlion at the

death of his father, which happened when he was not more than eight years old.

From this time little is known of Mahomet for a number of years : he is fuppofed to

have continued with his uncle, who was engaged in fome commercial concern, till he was

about twenty, and at that age to have entered into the fervice of a merchant; and at his death

Mahomet married his widow Cadiga, and purfued the profeflion of his mafter for fome

years with confidcrable fuccefs.

But his uncle's engagements, during the time Mahomet continued with him, having

fiequently called him into Egypt, Syria, and Paleftine, in which journies he was accom-

panied by his nephew; the latter gratified his curiofity, by enquiring into the nature of the

difputes which fubfifted between a variety of different fe£ls of religion ; and obferving,

that though they agreed in many, indeed moft of the material points, yet that new opinions

were perpetually ftarting, which always made profelytes, by whom they were embraced

with eagernefs, and maintained with infinite warmth and inveteracy, his adlive mind fur-

nifhcd him from thefe hints with a plan of that religion which even during his life-time

/pread itfelf over many extenfive countries, and hath fince been received by at leafl one

half of the inhabitants of the vaft continent of Afia, and hath extended itfelf into Africa,

Europe, and feveral iflands in each of thofe quarters of the globe.

But the illiteracy of Mahomet made it necefTary for him to find fome more learned afTo-

ciate to whom he might communicate his defigns, and whofe affiftance might enable him to

execute a work of fuch difficulty and iinportance : and here, too, that peculiar good fortune

which feemed to mark with f^uccefs all his undertakings, prefented one to him in his

own family, perfe£tly qualified by education and difpofition to anfwer all his purpofes, in

the perfon of Sergius; who, having been a monk, had been obliged, from the profligacy

of his morals and manners, to renounce his habit and order, and who having engaged

himfelf as a fervant to Mahomet's mafler, continued with him in the fame capacity after he

had married the widow.

Having, with this afliflancc, modelled the form and doflrines of the religion he meant

to eftablifh, he began the reformation in his own family, and being fubjecl to epileptic

fits, he availed himfelf of this infirmity to impofe on the world; and either by deceiving

his

fw*a
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his wife, or prevailing upon her to iffcQ. a belief which might further the purpofcs of

her hufband, he procured a report to be propagated, that thefe Hts were only trances or

paroxyl'ms of imfpiration, during the continuance of which he communicated with the

Supreme Being* and receive I from him the fundamental laws and principles of a religion

which he was direAed to promulgate ; thus ftamping with the fandlion of revelation

tlie great idea he had conceived, and afterwards executed with a(loni(hing fuccefs, of be-

coming the founder lu a new religion and a mighty empire, and fubverting the dodtrines

and government of Chriftianity, which then prevailed over a confiderable part of Afia.

Having thus eftablifhed a belief of his divine infpiration upon the credit of his natural

Infirmities, confirmed by a life of rigid abftemioufnefs and exterior fan£lity, and pre-

fuming on his knowledge of the genius and difpofition of the Arabians, who are enthu-

fiaftic and fuperftitious, and in the higheft degree fond of new dodrines and opinions;

Mahomet Toon ventured to declare his miiTion, and boldly aflumed the title of the Prophet

of God, appointed to inftru£l mankind in a new code of religious laws, and to enforce

obedience to them under the authority of Heaven.

But the event having juftified the opinion which Mahomet had entertained of his coun-

trymen, who flocked to him in numbers, and feemed well difpofed to liften to his laws

and follow his precepts, which tended evidently as much to a change in government as

religion; thofe who had the exercife of civil power in the di(lri6t of Mecca began to

entertain ferious thoughts of interpofing their authority, and of calling on the pretended

prophet to give proofs of his miflion : a clrcumllance of which he was no fooner ap-

prized, than he thought it necelTary to avoid an inveftigation wliich might have nipped

his proje(^ in the bud, and have proved equally deftru£live to himfelf ; and having left

Mecca in the night, he arrived in fafety at Yatred, flnce called Medina.

Yet his doArines had been too efFeflually broached to be fuppreflfed by this trifling

difcouragementv many of thofe who had been his converts at Mecca became the compa«

nions of his flight; and he drew after him numbers of others, who were either impreflcd

with a belief of his revelation by his pretended trances, or were charmed with the fafci-

nating powers of his eloquence, and the profpefls which were held out to them of enrich-

ing themfelves by the plunder of the neighbouring nations, all of whom were to be brought

to conform to his tenets by arms, if they ihourd refufe to fubmit to argument. And from

this departure of Mahomet from Mecca his followers fixed their Epocha« which is thence

denominated Heigera^ or thejltght.

Nor could any time be more favourable for the propagation ofa new religion : the Arian

herefy prevailed among the Chriilians of the Eaftern Church, and rent them into parties,

divifions, and factions; the perfecution of the Jews by the Emperor Adrian had driven

numbers of thefe unfortunate people into Arabia; and fuch of the native inhabitants of

the country as preferved the remains of idolatry, bore irreconciJeabIc hatred to Chriftians

and Jews. It is not therefore at all furprizing that the number of his difciples fliould in-

creafe confiderably at Medina; and many of them having been accuftomed to arms, Ma-
homet foon eftabliflied an army, and began the execution of his plan of conquefts with

an attack upon the «ity from whence he had been expelled : but having entrufled the con-

Q duel



ASIA.

i;.

WH

i>'ii

m

ir.

du^lofthis enterprlzeto Hamza, who was his uncle, or fome mar relation} that leader,,

who, lilce other partizans, poflcITed more courage than prudence, and whofe numerous army

was probably very ill-difciplincd, received a fevere check before Mecca, being routed with '

a very confiderable lofs.

But the followers of the Infpired prophet were not to be difconcerted by a fmglc mif*

carriage : having received reinforcements of men and arms, and, above all, an exhortation

from Mahomet himfelf not to relinquiOi the great duty in which they were engaged, of

fubduing to the laws of God, and converting to the religion of his prophet, the offending.,

and hardened inhabitants of Mecca; they renewed their attempt with better fuccefs, and

that city fell at length into their hands.

Yet the rcdu£lion of Mecca was not attended with all the favourable effcdls that might

'

have been expc£led : Abu Sofian, a neighbouring Arabian prince, having colledled a con-

fiderable force, polled himfelf on a mountain about four miles from Mecca, with a view

to cut olF the detachment which had pofleffed itfelf of that cityj in this fituation Mahomet
led his whole army againft him, but was himfelf wounded in theconflicSl; and his fol-

-

lowers, being panic-ftruck at finding their leader vulnerable, deferted his ftandard, and

the fcattercd legions became an eafy prey to the victors, who purfued them, and made an.

incredible flaughtcr, cxercifing all manner of cruelties on the 'Hfpirited .and flying Ma-
hometans.

To moft men fuch a ftroke mud have been fatal : his weaknefs cxpofcd j the proteflion of

Heaven apparently witheld; his pcrfon no more facred from danger than his meaneft afib-

ciate; deferted by his army, and loaded with the reproaches of thofe whofe relations and

friends had been betrayed,. by hispromifes and pretences, to meet their deflrudtion in fupport

'

ofafchcmc which now appeared to have been wild and chimeri.cal; it required an un-

common degree of fortitude to withftand the torrent of evils, and to combat difEculties

which appeared almoft infurmountable.

But to thi^ arduous tafk Mahomet was equal : with a promptitude of imagination, and ;

an addrefs which never forfook him in the moft trying moments of adverfity, he contrived

to turn his defeat to advantage;, and, by an idea calculated to filence the reproaches and

allay the fears of his follovvers, rofe fuperior to his misfortune, and derived from it a fup-

port which enabled him to compleat his wonderful undertaking with facility and rapidity.

Having colicfted the remains of his army, and drawn together the greateft part of thofe

who ftill adhered to him, he addrefled them in an animated fpecch; anl, inftead of lamenting

the blow he had received, or condoling with, them on the lofs of their relatives and friends,

he congratulated therr on the certainty, that all thofe who, in obedience to the Divine will,,

had endeavoured to propafi;ate that religion which he had been authorized to extend over

all the nations upon earth, haa already been admitted to the manfions of the blcfl'ed ; intelli-

gence of which circuinftance had been communicated to him by that Being in fupport of

whofe laws they had died, and who had farther commifHoned him to cohvey toall whofhould-

embrace his doiStrines, perfedt aflftirance of eternal blifs, if they (hould be fo peculiarly fa-

voured by Heaven as to forfeit their lives in this great and gloi ous caufe.

And, to ftrengthen the minds of his adherents, and effe£lually to obliterate every trace of

difiatisfa^ion at the perfonal Io£s of their friends, he aiTured thcm> from the fame Divine au-

thority,.
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thoiity, that the period of every humanlifa was irrevocably fixed !•>'•'•'• unalterable decrees of

Ffovidcnce, that all ihofe who fell in the unfuccefsfi'i cattle were alr.-ady dcvot..-d to

death at that /nomcnt, but were by the peculiar <5»vour of God permitted to expire in the

iield, that, in reward for having liiK-ncd fctlie voice of his prophet, they might beci.titkdto

a rcininio>> of their fms, and a participation of fuch fccnes of plcafurc and delight, as this

artful ^venturer well Icncw how to defcribe to the didlpated and luxurious Afutics.

Thc(fi flattering profpcfts foon difpelled every doubt, and removed every obftaclc to the

prrgrefs of his entcrprize : favoured by Heaven here, and afTured of fuch happincfs hcre-

;icer, his followers became fo numerous, that they were parcelled out into different armies;

and, under feveral leaders, extended his conquefts and religion throughout various provinces

of Arabia, and over feveral towns and cities on the confines of Syria.

Yet, among all thefc fuccefles, Mahomet never once turned his arms againft Abu Sofian}

on the contrary, he made a truce witii that prince ; a meafure which policy had fuggcfted to

him as favourable to an intention he had formed of calling all his difciples to accompany

him in a pilgrimage to Mecca* to pay their devotions at the temple of that favourite city of

Heaven, a native and inhabitant of which had been honoured with the high and diiUn-

guiihed office of God's vicegerent on earth. And, to avoid giving offence to the Coraifchites, .

the people governed by Abu Sofian, and whofe fituation enabled them to interrupt this de-

r>gn, he enjoined all his followers to repair to Mecca unarmed ; an ordinance which confi-

derably augmented their numbers, as the warlike difpofition of the Coraifchites had pre-

vented many from declaring in his favour, from the apprehenfion of being attacked by thi»

people, who were known to be equally powerful and biave.

HJftorians have either been filent as to the particular views of ihis pilgrimage, or have

attributed it to a wifh of Mahomet to render himfelf confpicuous in that city, where he

had lived in a private capacity, and from whence he had been obliged to fly, to avoid being

petfecuted for dodrines which now appeared, by the fuccefs with which they had been pro-

pagated, to have been immediately fanilioned by Heaven; or to a real defire of furrendering

to the Supreme Being the glory which he had already acquired, and of imploring his

blefEng and protection in his future undertakings.

But vanity of this fort was notone of Mahomet's foibles; his fame was already too high

to have received the leaft addition from the admiration of the citizens of Mecca; and the

whole tenor of his life and actions will acquit him of being influenced by ideas truly re-

ligious.

To political motives, therefore, we afcribe this apparent aift of devotion; and apprehend

h may eafily be accounted for, by confidering that it afforded a favourable opportunity of

afcertaining the numbers of his followers, and of enriching himfelf by the prefents which,

according to the cuftom of the Eafl, every individual, who would on fuch an occafion be

ambitious to be prefented to this great leader, would not fail to bring in his hand.

After this pilgrimage had enabled him to add to his army, and to colled his ftrength, he

turned his force againil the Jews, who pofl!*eflied fevbral towns in Arabia and Syria, and got

fpiTef&oa of the greater part of thsir flrong places j but the progrefs of hi^arms in the con-

queft
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queft of tK;« people had vm\ n\g,\i proved fatal to him. The daughter of a citizen ofKalbar,
at whofc houfe he refided, conceivco « .lefign, either to prove the truth of his aflertlons that

he was a prophet from God, or to punifli the offence of fuch pretences by his Jeathj and for

this purpofe poifoned one of the diflics of which MaViomet was to eat: the efFeft, however,
did not prove fatii

i
the poifon was in a great meafure expelled by immediate lemedies,

though he was ever after fubjeA to furh frequent and fevere indifpofitions as were prCbably,

at length, the occafion of his death.

Ther Greelcs nextbecame the objefts of his bloody miflion; and conferring the command
of an army of three thoufand men on a Coraifchite of the name ofKhaled, who fought

under his banners, this officer had the boldnefs to attack twenty thoufand Greeks, near

Mouta, in Syria; but the event of this battle would have rewarded his raflinefs with de-

ftrudlion, if, in the critical moment of impending difcomfiture, and when his troops had

already began to give way, their intrepid leader had not reminded them of the facred

caufe in which diey were engaged, and the glorious rccompence which awaited thofe who
{hould meet their deaths in the profecution of it: re-animated by this well-timed recol-

le£lion of the aflurances of their prophet, they returned to the charge, and obtained a com-

pJcat vi£tory.

The confequence of this frefh fuccefs was another general pilgrimage to Mecca; and this

was made with much more pomp than the former, the prophet himlelf being the firft to pay

his devotions at the holy temple, and to conform to a variety of new ceremonies which he

had diredcd to be added to thofe which had been ufed on a former occafion. It was on this

fccond pilgrimage, that not only the inhabitants of Mecca without diflinAion, but thofe

tribes of Arabs who refided in the neighbourhood, fubmitted to receive his doctrines; and

he found little oppofition in this part of Arabia, except from the Coraifchites; who having

broke -the truce, and again taken arms againft this intruder on their laws and government,

were defeated in battle ; and thofe who refufed to yield obedience to the laws and opinions

of Mahomet fufFered death without mercy or diftindtion.

Hitherto Mahomet had contented himfelf with being confidered as the prophet of God,

and had forborne to alTume any other fovereignty over the people who fubmitted to his arms,

than the dire£lion of their confciences in rel'gious matters, and the inculcation of fuch

laws as, having relation to moral redlitude, were calculated to enforce his do£trines and give

due operation to his opinions ; but having now fixed his power beyond the poflibility of it's

being (haker, he firft took upon himfelf the civil government of Mecca; and having ire

i.he followi ig year totally routed an army of infurgents, who had once more the temerity

to oppofe nis progrefs, he compelled all Arabia to receive him as the fole fovereign of that

cxtenfive country; and having expelled or ex'.irpatLd Chriftians, Jews, and Idolaters,

maintained his authority and his dodlrines without check or controul.

To. give weight to the former, he eftatilifhed officers of ftate, created courts for the dif-

penfation of juftice, and appointed proper perfons to prefide in them; and for the latter

purpofe he nominated a high-prieft to conduA matters of religion, and fuperintend the

inorais of his fubjedls; with- a number of inferior minifters of various orders and degrees,

«yho were diftributed throughout his newly-acquired dominions, and afied in a double ca-

pacity.

'3;
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ficltyt as gtiardiaiM of the religious conduft and infpeAors of the civil demeanor of •

people who had hardly yet loft the idea of their former freedom in both refpeAs.

Nor did Mahomet ncglcdt to form his army upon a more regular plan of order and difci-

pliiie than could be efteAed whilft they were employed in the more a^ive fcenes of con-

fjucd:} a precaution which foon proved of important fervice to his interefts: the Greeks,

whofe refentment of their defeat at Mouta had only been ftifled till they could collet an

army to revenge the difgrace they had received, now advanced againft Mahomet with an

appearance of determinate refolution; but the prophet having put himfelf at the head of

thirty thoufand chofen troops, foon checked the ardour of thefe formidable invaders, who
apprized of his approach, and dreading an encounter with (o numerous a body of the fame

defperate and infatuated zealots, a handful of whom had once before dealt deftru^tion among

their hofts, thought fit to retire without hazarding a battle, and left the fovereign of Arabia

at liberty to fpend the remainder of the year in forming new codes of laws, and ftrengthcn«

ing the powers of his civil government.

When he had fully cftabliflied the peace and order of the countries he had fubdued to

his authority, that fubtle policy which ever directed his councils and actions, fuggefted to

him the danger of fufFcring his new fubj6ls to remain in a ftateof ina£tivity, which might

leave them at liberty to rcfledl on events fo fudden and furprizing, and might in confe*

qucnce awake from that lethargic confternation, during which they had fuffcred themfulvet

to be robbed of their deareft rights, thofe of civil and religious liberty.

But as Mahomet was a perfcifl judge of human nature, he was well aware that mankind

are much more apt to be influenced by paflion than reafon, and that vanity, the ruling

principle of the world, would be gratified at the expence of the keeneft fenfations of injury

or injufticc} he therefore declared his intention of making a third pilgrimage to Mecca in

a ftile of magnificence infinitely fuperior to either of the former^ and he invited all thofe

who wifhed to recommend themfelves to the peculiar favour of Heaven, or to be confidered

as exalted in rank, confequence, and pre-eminence, above all others, to accompany him in

the performance of a duty, which (Liould fandlify their future lives, and qualify them to be

cntrufled with a (hare of that power on earth which the Supreme had delegated to his pro-

phet, and to fuch as he fhould think worthy to be afTociated in the difpenfation of the

Divine will to the various inhabitants of the earth.

The unbounded extent of this commiffion, which left kingdoms and ftates at his difpofal,

infured to*Mahomet the fidelity and zeal of hit followers; they looked back to the pro-

phet himfelf in a ftation inferior to almoft every individual among his difciples, and eacii

apprehending himfelf equally qualified, expedled to fhare in the di viiion of the whole globe,

and to become in his turn a prince, a lawgiver, or a prophet.

Under this perfuaflon, the pilgrimage was undertaken with a degree of eager impetuofity,

\(rhich could be only equalled by the extravagant magnificence with which the whole ca-

valcade was conducted, and which conftfted of fuch aflonifliing numbers as had never

before afTembled on any public occafion.

On the arrival of the prophet with his immenfe train at Mecca, he refumed the office

of the prieftbood} and, during his continuance there, endeavoured to imprefs on the
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minds of his people the doArines of his religion, by frequent repetitions of them in th«

temple, ^nd b/ the perfonal performance of the various ceremonies enjoined by t'.em : thii

feUival being concluded by a facrifice of camels, Mahomet publiOied a new f'.rm of reli-

gious rightsi and feeling his indifpofition increafe, tooic leave of his followe' .<. in a pathetic

harangue, the chief purport of which was to exhort them to a perfeverance in the religion

which he had eftabliihed, and to confider their feveral pilgrimages to Mecca, and in parti-

cular this laft, as covenants with God for the performance of thofe facred engagements of

which he vas himfelf a witnefs.

He was now returning to Medina, which having afforded him proteiflion on his firft

flight from Mecca, was his favourite place of refidence, when his illncfs gained ground oa

him fo faft. that it was with difficulty he reached the houie of his wife Aiilca, who feemed

to enjoy more of his regard than either of his others, where he very foon after died, in the

fixty-third year of his age.

But it was no eafy matter to perfuadc the difciples of Mahomet, that the prophet of

God had yielded to the common fate of mortals; they grew outrageous at the mention of

his death; and Omar, who is by fume hiitorians called the brother, and by others only thct

father-in-law of Mahomet, carried his zeal for the immortality of the prophet to fuch a
height, as to threaten with dcftrudtion whoever ihuuid dare to prophane with fuch an in-

finuation the facred and diftinguilhed pre-eminence of this favouri.e of Heaven.

Contrary opinion-x prevailing, and the whole city being divided into parties, which

threatened tumult and diforder in the ftate; Abubt ker, who is aifo fuid to be another bro-

ther of Mahomet, but was more probably the father of another of his wives, undertook to

convince the people, and even Omar himfelf, that the prophet was by no means exempt

from the ordinary lot of mortality; and this he did i'u ctfediually, by judicious quotations

from the Koran itfelf, that he lilenced the clamours of the multitude, and convinced them

that the Divine mifTion having been uccomplilhed, the mellenger of Heaven was by the

Almighty decree called to the regions of blifs, to receive the reward due to his faithful per-

formance of the great and important office with which he had bcenentrufted..

But a conteft now arofe, which fecmcd pregnant with the fame ill confequences as the

former: the cities of Mecca and Medina difputed which fhould enjpy the honour of rc»

taining the facred remains of the prophet; the pretences of thofe who favoured the former

being founded on it's having been the place of his nativity, and thofe who fupported the

claim of the latter, grounding their opinions on the r .tu^^w- which the city of Medina had

afforded him, when he was compelled to abandon Mecca 'o avoid the peifecution of hi»

fellow- citixcns.

Nor were thefe the only places propo&d for the interment of this fuppofed delegi-*" of

Heaven; the city vi j^tAtlem was mentioned by a third party, as the dillinguilhcd fpot ia

which God had of old revealed his will to his people by the mouths of prophets acknow*

ledged by Mahomet himfelf to have received his infpiration.

But this difficulty was alfo obviated by the prudence, moderation^ and fagacity of Abu-
beker, who communicating to the people an opinion which he aiTerted had fallen from Ma-
komcthimfclf,that the place of a prophet's death ought to be that of his intrrmenr, all par,.

_ tie*
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ties fubmitted to the facred decifion, and a grave was prepared in the city of Medina:

though this is a fad in which all hiHorians du not concur, funic maintaining that the

body was depuftted in a fepulchic at Mecca.

or the pcrfon of Mahomet we have very imperfc<5\ accounts; heroes and conquerors are

gemrally rt-prefentcd as amiable in their pcrlons as they are fortunate in their undertakings,

iiiid according to this rule, the prophet of whom we fpeak mull hav: pofllfled uncommon
excellency: nor is this idea altogether abfurd} a ihiking dignity of perfun adds much to

the powers of pcrfuafiun, at.d as mod great atchievcments depend as much on the tongue

as the fword, it is not improbable that many of thofe whole hiilories are marked with great

and fiiccefsful events were endowed with the choice^, exteriuc ornaments of Nature.

But from the actions of Mahomet wc are enabled to form a mi ch more precife idea of his

underltanding. He appears tu have been cool, crafty, and defigning, yet poiTeiling a ge-

nius extended and com pi ehenfivei characicrilUcs which have hardly ever united fo per-

fcdlly in the fame perfon us in him of whom we now fpeak. Karnetl in the purfuit of

whatever objetSt he had in view, he frequently trefpailld the bounds of prudence, but the

it-rtility of his imagination immediately fuggelied to him the means to obviate the ditKcul*

ties into which he had plunged himfclf, i.iid his tirmnds and iJ'olution of mind always

enabled him to purfue them through dangers which to others feemed altogetner infur-

niountabl'r. He had fagacity to chul'e the moment favourable to fuccefs, judgment to im«

prove the opportunity, and fortitude to abide even unpropitious events. Though his pcr-

ibnal courage was undoubted, yet he wifely avoided too frequent occafions of proving itj

and thoui>,h he boaitcd a commiflion to promulgate his dodrines by the fword, he chofe

rather to add to the number of his profelytes by the alluring temptations of prefent aggran-

iliztmcnt .ind future felicity ; and, confcious that the accomplifliment of his views depended

in a great ineafure on the unanimity of his followers, he enrolled every man who from

motives of fear or from convi6tion embraced the religion he preached, among the number

i)f the faithful, and not only allured him of his own falvation upon terms too eafy to be

Uightcd, but inftantly 'nvelted him with powers to colled others to the flock, ami com-

municate to them the hlelDngs of which he was himfelf to partake: thus ever)' individual

became a teacher as well as a foldier, and the latter profeflion wa' of courfe lefs ncccflary

to be pra(ilifcd than the former.

I'hat Mahomet made no fcr::pie ni' avowing his want of education will ceafe to be afto-

nilhing, if we rcflcd that, having afl'umed the charader of a prophet infpircd by God, he

produced the Koran as a proof of that inlpiration; and though that book was mod probably

kompofed by Sergius, the allociatc wc have already :iientioned, yet as Mai omet allerted it

to be the work of his own pen, under the guidance of Supreme povi'cr, his undemanding

was fuppofcd to have been enlightened by the rays of divine knov;ledge, and the vvant of

early cultivation to have been fupplied by an immediate intercourfe with Heaven; an

opinion which was particularly favoured by the powers of his eloquence, the perfpicuity

t>f his reafonings, the purity and elegance of his language, and the force of his arguments*

in thofe addrefl'cs to hii* followers which ufually preceded and followed every new undet-

talf ing, and on tb<3 perfuafive efficacy of which the prophet placed much more coufidcncr^

(ban in the ftrcngth gf his arm or the energy of his dodrines.
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'' In his private character, he is defcribed as chearful and lively in his converfation, even

in his temper, pleafing in his manners, and remarkably eafy of accefs; his memory was

fo retentive, that he not only recolle£ted the perfons, but the requefts of thofe who made

application to htm } and when it did not fuit his irjlination or his convenience to comply

with the latter, he atoned for his refufals by r.illduities to the former; a condudl which

rendered him refpe£table among*the firft rank; of people, and popular with the multitude.

He was devoted to the pleafures of the fai'.-fex, and made his doiStrines equally fubfer-

vient to his gratifications in this partin-.Iar, and to the propagation of a religion which

made it's way more by indulging the pailions than convincing the reafon of mankind.

If his pra^ice was at all conformable to his precept, he was charitable and humane, vir-

tues fo ftrongly inculcated in the writings of which he claimed the credit, that it is hardly

poilible to conceive the author wholly deftitute of them ; not that any remarkable inftances

are recorded in which either his benevolence or compaflion were exercifed.

Mahomet married feveral wives befides Cadiga his firft, but the exafl number is not

afcertained; it is however agreed, that he left no other ilTue than one daughter, Fatima,

who was married in the life-time of her father tv Hali, who was either his nephc-vt'oi* Conic

other near relation.

The religion of Mahomet, called after the founder Mahometan, ,is the eilabliflied e.id

prevailing form throughout Afian Turky.

The Mahometan religion conftfts materially of two points, which may be confidered as

the fundamental articles of that faith, and five of practice: the former, that there is no

other god but God, and that Mahomet is his prophet; the latter, that purifications of the

body by wafhing are to be obferved as an ii\difpenfabie part of their duty to God; that

prayers are to be offered at certain fixed times and feafons, as prefcribed by the holy law;

that alms are to be beflowed according to the ability of the giver; that it is neceffary to

faft during all the month of Ramazan; and that frequent pilgrimages to Mecca are accept-*

able to God, and one neceilary to falvation.

The purifications arc of two kinds: with water, when that element is to be procured;

but when water is not at hand, the Koran inc^ulges them with the fubftitution of fine fand;

a permiilion abfolutely necefTary, as it would hardly be poflible to refort to water as often

as the feveral i&s of unclcaniiefs render it necefTary to purify.

The hours when they arecYijoined to pray are frequent, cjnfifting of no lefs than five

(JsVeral times in the natvural day, which commencing at noon, t'^ey are dircded to begin

their prayingat that ho< :, and to repeat it in the evening when it is too dark todiftinguifh

colours, ?t lying down to reft, and at rifing in the morning; but then any two of thefe

fets of pn.yers, except that prefcribed for 'he morning, may be faid together, which re-

duces the times of prayer to three; and even thefe may be difpenfed with at any time,

provided the perfon holds himfcif indebt^r) • fo many prayers, and difcharges the obliga-

t' at his firft convenience.

Every Mahometan is enjoined to diftribute in alms a certain proportion of his fubftance;

yet though crarity is warmly inculcated in the Koran, and continually enforced by their

preachers,

' »*S
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preachers. It is generally confined to the eredlion of public buildings, Aichts tnofques,

caravanferas or inns on the road, fountains and other refcrvoirs for water, bagnios, col-

leges, or bridges, and little of it is applied in the immediate relief of the neceflitous, except

thofe mendicant religious who are called faquirs, and who are continually wandering about

and coUeding thefe involuntary offerings; a^.o fome fmall portion which a few, more at*

t^ntive to the purpofes of alms than the reft, employ in purchafmg the freedom of infolvent

dtsbtors, or of flaves who are fubjecl to cruel mafters; and a fiill fmailer part, which is

dedicated to the afliftance w' diftreflcd travellers or ftrangcrs.

No people obferve their fads more ftri£^ly than the Turks: during the Ramazan all

ranks of people abftain from eating, at leaft publicly, till fun-fet, nor do they even indulge

thcmfelves in the great employment of their lives, fmoaking; but during the night all is

fcftivity, the mofques and even private houfes are illuminated both within and without,

and they take care to rccompenfe themfelves amply for the penances of the day. This faft

continues a month.

The pilgrimage to Tvlccca is required to be made at leaft Ok'ce in every man's life, but

men of rank and fubftance are enjoined to repeat it often : the leligious fandtity of a Turk
is eftimatcd by the number which he has performed of thcfe pilgrimages.

Circumcifion is alfo enjoined by the religious laws of Mahomet, but no certain period

is fixed for the performance of this ceremony; which, however, generally takes place at

four or five years old, when the children are fuppofed beft able to undergo the pain and in-

convenience which attend this operation. The common people do it privately, without

regard to any particular time, and without any religious form ; but perfons of condition

have their fons circumcifed in the prefence of a prieft, who reads a portion of the Koran,

and the day is fpent in mirth and feafting.

The Mahometans are divided into an infinite number of fe£ls, who maintain their fe-

veral opinions with the fame warmth and acrin'.ony as a' to often to be found in the di*

vifions of the Chriftian church; but the two general diftindlions, within one or other of

which all the other fetSlarifts are included, are the difciples of Ha.i, the fon-in-law ofMa-
homet, and of Abubeker, whofe daughter the p ophet married: from the latter the Turks
pretend to derive all authority in church and ftate, which the Perfians claim in right of

the former.

Their opinion of a future ftate is conformable to that of tho ancient philofophers, as well

as the modern Chriftians; they believe that thofe who have palled their lives in virtue wilt

be admitted to a ftate of perfect happinefs, and that thofe whofe a(^ions have been contrary

to the laws of God, as revealed by his prophet Mahomet, will be configned to a place of

punifhment; but they hold it incohfilfent with the mercy of God, to fuppofethat the fuf-

ferings of a wicked man will be eternal, and therefore they apprehend he will remain in

mifery for a length of time proportioned to his iniquity, and afterwards be received into

the manfions of blifs, but will not be admitted to fo perfect an enjoyment of happinefs at

tiiule who have lived without fin. • -ii

Some, however, maintain the dn^rines of the metempfychons, or tranfmigration of

fouls; and from the particular attention paid by many of the Turks to the proftrvation and

care of certain animals this opinion feems to be rather prevalent.
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They have fome accounts of a rebellion in Heaven, of the conteft between the good and

evil fpirits, and thccafting out of the latter; but thefe circumftances are worked up with

fo -nuch fabulous and abfurd matter, as to appear rather allegorical thin hiftorical.

They do not admit of the immediate paffage of the foul to it's place of deftination, nor

do they allow of an intermediate ftate; but they affirm, that as foon as the body is depofited

in the grave, it is repoffeffed by the foul, and fo far re-animated as to fit upright, and anfwer

the queftions of two black angels, who are fent to interrogate the deceafcd concerning the

articles of his faith and the anions of his life, accounts of which he is then tompelled to

give faithfully, that they may be recorded in a book that is to be produced at the general

day of judgment: till the time of interment the foul is fuppofed to wander, but after this

examination to aflTume fome incorporeal fliape, in which it is to enjoy the rewards or fuffer

the punifliments due to it's demeanor on earth, and at the general refurre£tion to be re-

united to the body which it informed during it's mortal exigence.

The enjoyments of the happy are reprefcnted to confi ft of drinking the waters of Delight,

on the banks of a rive; r>f that name, under the (hade of a tree of fuch extent, that in a

journey of fifty thoufand y .nan would not pafs over one of it's leaves; where they

are to be ferved <vith delic: dunk by their refpedtive prophets, Mahomet and Ali,

mounted on animals whofe heaus are like women, their fore-feet like thofe of a f(ag, and

their hind quarters like a tyger: and they are to be attended by in numerable troops of beau«

tlful women, with large black eyes, who are to adminifter to their moft voluptuous plea-

fures, in which they may revel without reflraint, and indulge without the poffibility of

finning; and that thefe enjoyments are to be perpetual, without producing fatiety, impair-

ing their health or vigour, or abating the keeneft edge of fatisfadion.

Thefe blcffed regions they are to enter by a bridge as narrow as the razor's edge, over

which true believers and the righteous will pafs with cafe and aftonifbing celerity, but the

unfaithful and unjuft will fail from it into the place appointed for their reception, where

they arc to be tormented by devils, and infeftcd by noxious and poifonous animals and

ravenous beafts, who fhall perpetually gnaw, without confuniing or deftroying, the wretched

bodies configned to this infernal abode.

But fome of the better informed Mahometans do not receive the paflagcs in their facrcd

writings from whence thefe opinions are deduced in a literal fenfe, but rationally infer

that they are allegorical, and devote the foul in paradifeto the contemplation of the Divine

excellence, and to the acquifition of fuch fup^rior and fublime knowledge, as is unattain-

able by the grofs and clouded faculties of human underflanding.

The times of prayer are proclaimed from the fleeples of their mofques, by officers ap-

pointed for that purpofe: one or two of whom on ordinary days, and ten or a dozen on
Fridays and feftivals, remind the people of the performance of this duty at the feveral

times of the day when it is enjoined, beginning their exhortations with invoking * GoJ
» mo^ great!' which they repeat as they turn to the fourquarters of the earth ; after which
they declare, that * there is no ether god but God, and that Mahomet is his prophet;' and
then conclude with an invocation to * ri/e and pray,' and perforin that duty * whieh

Mahomet the prophet of Gtd (ommandtd,'

In
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In the pferformance of thefe adls of devotion they diveft th^mfelves of all the ornaments

of their perfons, and of their arms, and offer them It-lvcs to G d in the humbleft garments,

.

unadorned with gold, filver, or embroidery ^ for which renlon thy have peculiar gar-

ments, and efpecially white or plain turbans^ for the performance of their religious

duties.

When a Maliometan enters a temple or mofque,he uncovers his feet inftead of his head,

and prays with great earneftnefs and attentioji, uninterrupted by civilities to others who
enter the fame place of worOiip, and undifturbed by any worldly confiderriiions : the de-

cency and fcrioufnefs with which they perform their devotions is highly commendable, and

worthy the imitation of Chriftians, the purity and excellence of whofe religion fliould in-

fpire them with the fervour and zeal apparent in thofe whofe didlrines they lb juftly con-

demn. Contrary to the pra£lice in Chriftian churches, a Turk will neither cough, fpit,

or even rub himfcif, whilft he is in the exercife of this duty; and (hould he be betrayed by

inadvertency into either of thefe irreligious a£ls, he confiders himfelf as rendered unclean

by it, and recommences his purifications and his prayers.

They are direfted to turn their faces towards Mecca when they pray; and in order to

avoid miftakes, if Ihey are not certain as to the dire£lion of that place, they are permitted

to turn their bodies round in fome part of their prayer, and then they are aflured that they

muft have been right at fome particular moment, which is a fatisfadory compliance with

this injunftion.

In their public devotions the congregation attend to the pricft, and not only repeat his

words, but imitate his a6lions : their general a£ts of devotion conlifV rather of declarations

of faith than of prayer*, the ufual form being an acknowledgment of the * unity of the

* Godhead \ that he neither begets or is begotten; that he is unequalled', and that Mahomet is

* his prophet.'

But they have particular occafional prayers prefcribed for each day of the week. On
Saturday their prayers are dire£ted to the converfion of the Jews; on Sunday to that of the

Chrinians; on Monday they pray for all the prophets, in the number of whom and among
the chief, they account Mofes and Chrift; on Tuefday they invoke the blefling of Heaven

on the priefl, and thofe who are employed in the facred offices; Wednefday they dedicate

to prayers for ihe infranchifement of all true believers, who are in flavery among Chriftians

or other Infidels; on Thurfday they ufe a general prayer for the falvation of all mankind;

and on Friday, which is their fabbath, they commit all true believers to the peculiar care

of He.(Vi.-ni and on the laft mentioned day thofe of higher rank, who commonly perform

their devotions either in their own houfes or in other places of retirement, refort to the

tnofques. Some among them carry about with them the Koran, and the im ilements ne-

celTary to purification, and pray in the corners of ftreets or in the fields, fron. whence they

are cenfured as oftentatious or vain-glorious; charges againft which they defend themfelves,

by urging the force of example, and the propriety of not appearing to be afhamed of their

religious profeffions.

The mufti, or high-prieft of Turky, is confidered as the immediate fuccefllbr of Ma«
hornet, but is at prefent divefted of all temporal power} nor is his authority in the church

of
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of any eonfideraBle extent, he being himfelf liable to be depofed or degraded «t the will of

the Grand Seignior.

Yet, as the Alcoran and the comments and explanations of the feveral doAors from time

to time conftitute the code of civil as well as religious laws, the appointment of officers,

both in the church and in the judicial department of the ftate, is fuppofed to remain with

the mufti, whofc power, however, in th'n refpe£t, is cramped and circumfcribed by dic-

tates which his own precarious fituation inclines him to obey without hefitation. '
'^^

The mufti is alfo fupreme judge in all cafes criminal and civil ; all appeals are made t(>

him, and his judgment is generally fo concluflve, that even the fovfreign feldom iqterpofes

his authority to alter the fentences or decrees of this minifter: he is alfo confulted in divan

on all political matters; nor is war undertaken, or peace reftored, without his fetfa or fiat.

Yet all this is but the (hadow of powerj for he is fo much at the mercy of the crown, or

rather of the vizier, that the part he is to z&. on all occafions is previouily intimated to him,

with which he is to comply under pain of difpleafurc, and his'fan£tion in political mat-

ters feems only to f s required as a fliield againft the fhafts of ill-fortune; for if their war-

like undertakings fail to be fuccefsful, the blame refls on the mufti, whofe facrcd office

(belters him from popular refentment.

There are alfo cadilifquiers, who are judges and priefls, and rank next to the mufti in

thefe departments ; through thcfe offices they arrive at the pontificate, and upon the death

or depofuionof the mufti one of them muft be chofen to fucceed him^ Every province

has alfo a mullah cadi, who is the chief magiflrate of tha . diAridt, to whom appeals are to

he made fiom inferior cadis, or judges, who prefide in almoft every town; but though the

legal path to juftice is through the ecclefiaftics, who being verfcd in the Alcoran are fup-

pofed to be beft acquainted with the laws of Mahomet, by which their deciflons are to bO'

governed, yet the military governors of towns and provinces frequently take the criminal

authority out of their hands, and inf)i6t death or other punifliment without even the form

of a trial.

Thofe who perform the ofFres of priefts. in the mofqites are called imaums, and aCume

this character without being authorized by the mufti, or any other of the fuperior orders

of priefthood, of whom they feem to be wholly independent: when a vacancy happens in

an office of this fort, any grave and fcdate man, who is well read in the Kor;tn, makes in-

terelt with the people to recommend him to the governor or other military commanding

officer, under whofe deputation he commences priefl, which office he may alfo quit at any

time, or be removed from it at the pleafure of him by whom he was appointed, or his fuc-

ccfTors. 1 he habit of the imaum differs only from the layman in the largenefs of his tur-

ban, and his duty is to call the people to prayer from the fteeple of the mofque, to read

the Alcoran on the fabbsth^ and to perform thofe prof rations and cerenionious podures in

the mofques which 'hofe who co;r>pofe the congregations are to Ibllow; he alfd pleaches

occafiotially, but this is more peculiarly the office of the fheiks, who are educated to thib

profiffion in h.- convcnis of which w<.- fliall fpeak hereafter.

The mufti IS AddrrfT'd by nS^ny' high' and founding titles ,-expreffivex>f thequaliifications

which he is fuppofed topolTcfs; fuch ASy^wi/e^amengthetvife—verfedin all knowUdge-^fpring
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•' of virtue^^fountaln of fcienct-'-and key of tht trtafuret ef truth,** When he is firft

appointed to this office, he is invefted by the Grand Seignior in perfon with a robe or veil

of fable, and prefented with a purfe of the value of a thoufand dollars. His revenues con-

£ft of a penflon of about a thoufand afpers, which is equal to about two guineas a day,

and the fale of the prefentations to the royal mofques, which is a legal perquiftte of this

office; and as he is always of the council of (late, and poflefles a certain degree of intereft

with the fovereign and his grand vizier, and other great minifters, his favour is folicited,

according to the cuftom of the Eafl, with conftderable prefents, by thofe who wiHi to obtain

powerful or lucrative employments.

Moil of the mofques having been Chriilian churches, and having been endowed with

lands whilil they were dedicated to that religion, the fame revenues have been continued to

them, which are appropriated to the maintenance of the feveral prieils and other officers

who miniiler in the Mahometan temples, to the repairing and beautifying thefe places of

public worihip; and if any thing remains after the performance of thefe fervices, it is ex-

pended in maintaining and educating youths, who are inilru£led in the law of Mahomet,

and qualiiied to expound it to the people; or given in alms to the poor: fometimes, if it

very conftderably exceeds the neceiTary expenditure, the overplus is applied to the exigen-

cies of the ilate. Where thefe lands have been fold, or fums of money have been given

by pious perfons for the fupport of new mofques, they are placed out at intereft, an4

this is the only occailon on which the Turks admit of ufury. The occupiers of church

lands enjoy certain privileges and immunities beyond thofe who are tenants to laymen;

the baiTas, janifaries, and others in public offices, paying rather more regard to the poflTef^

fions of the church than to private property.

In various parts of the Turkifli dominions are monafteries, or religious houfes; but they

are inhabited only by one order, who are called dervifes, which figniiies either poverty or a

renunciation of the world j but thefe inilitutions are of a much more modern date than the

cftabliihment of the Mahometan religion, though they are pretended to be coeval with it.

Thefe monaftics are meanly cloathed, aiFe£l an appearance of great fan£tity, and a (o-

lemn deportment, and fail, pray, and impofe penances on themfelves, like thofe of the

Roman Catholic religion among the Chriftians; like them alfo they wear a ftring of beads,

and number their oraifons.

The fuperior of each convent or houfe reads and expounds the Alcoran to them every

Tuefday, and after his fermon is iiniflied, the dervifes perform a ceremony to which they

are habituated from their childhood, and which, therefore, does not produce the fame dif-

agreeable efFed as it would on thofe who are unufed to this kind of exercife.

The dervifes having each made a profound bow to the principal, form a circle round

him; and one of the number, who is alfo within the circle, playing on a kind of a ilute, the

others turn round with incredible velocity, and continue this motion till, on the.ceaftng of

the muilc, they alfo flop inilantly, and having repeated their obeifance to their fuperior,

depart. This cete^nony owes it's rife to a tradition, that the founder of the order of der-

vifes, of the name of Mevaluna, continued this circular motion, without paufing or taking

any fuftenance) for fourteen days, at the end of which time he fell into a ftyoon or trance,

(1. K during



3« ASIA. r 'f

'

k'l

'Ni
'^

m}

during the continuance of which, he 'ot'as direfled by the immediate revelation of Heaveii

to rnditute this order, and received inftru£lions rcfpedting their regulation and government;

and alfo the l^ivine pcrmiflion to ufe this mufical inftrument, all others being ftridlly for-

btdden by the laws of Mahomet, in the performance of a£ts of devotion.

Though thefe monaftics make vows of celibacy, chaftity, and poverty, on their entering

into this order, yet they may at any time be difengaged from them,, marry, and employ

themfelves in the buitnefs of the world ; though this feldom happens, as the indulgences

they receive from their fupcriors, to whom alone they are refponfible for their condudt,

enable them to enjoy in private the gratification of their moft fenfual inclinations without

the apprchenfion of cenfure, from which they are prdte£led by the pretended holincfs of the

chancer they have afTumed.

They are admitted to thefe convents while they are children, and are taught the lan-

guages of the feveral countries under the fame government, fuch as the Turkiih and

Arabic, to which is generally added the Perfian ; and they are inftru^led in the law of Ma-
homet, and the feveral expofitions and readings of their dotSlors, by which means they are

qualified to become (hieks or preachers, and are fent to perform that fund^ion in the dif-

ferent mofques. They affeft to deal in magic, and deceive the ignorant with tricks of

legerdemain and flight of hand} but they are ftrarigcrs to every fcience, and to all kind<i

of ufirful knowledge: however, the great extent of this order, which isfpread all over thofc

countries where the do6lrines of Mahomet have been received, renders them fubfervient

to political purpofes, as thofe among them who are mofl; (hrewd, and lead addidted to the

ilupifying and pernicious cuftom of taking opium, to which they are greatly devoted, a6):

as fpies, being admitted without reftraint to vifit all Mahometan nations, and to pry into

<he fecrets of different ftates without the dangers of detetSlion.

There are alfo certain mendicants, who have been already mentioned under the deno-

mination of faquirs, or fakirs, who have no fixed or fettled habitations, but wander about

iind obtain money from the credulous and ignorant, under pretence of vows to underga

fcertain penances, or perform particular duties, from whence their prayers are fuppofed to

beeflftcacioiis on behalf of thofe who minifter to their wants. Nor mud we omit to notice

the fantons or hermits, who profefs lives of the moft rigid aufterity, neither covering their

bodies with any other apparel than what barely ferves the purpofe of preferving decency,

. nor ever cutting their hair or nails, to whatever length thefe excrefcences may grow: thefe

devotees are held in fuch regard, that even their habitations are facred, and ferve to proteft

the worft of criminals from the hands of juftice.

The laft order of religious who we Hiall mention are the emirs, l*ho are imagined t^

be defcendants from fome branch of the family of Mahomet) they are diftinguilhed by

wearing green turbans, which is mentidned as the prophet's favourite Colour, and are fo

highly refpeAcd by the laws on account of their facred defcent, that th(i lofsof the right-

hand is the punifliment of him who offers violence to any one of thefe privileged fons

of holinefs; nor do they engage in any fecular bufinefs or employment, except in pur-

chafmg Chriftian or other Infidel flaves, for the purpofe of converting them to the Maho-
metan religion. ,f -.it ;»>
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- Oa-the firft appeanince of the next new moon after the Ramazan, or month of faAing^

the Turks celebrate their Bairam; a feftival which lads three days, and is obferved as a time

ot'thanlifgiving, as may bs collc(£led from the religious fervices performed in their mofques

»t this time, and which are replete with acknowledgments of the Divine fayo'ir for having

communicated to them the only true, holy, and pure law; for having preferved it un-

corrupted, as it was deltvcred by Mahomet the prophet, fervant and arabaflador of God,

for whocn they invoke blcHings and fal vation, as well as for Jcfus the fon of Mary, Mofej,

David, Solomon, and other of the Jewifli patriarchs. During the courfe of this fcHival,

the princes and perfons in exalted ftations receive the compliments of their inferiors and

dependents, the people walk abroad and pay and receive viftts in their beft apparel^

firuiigcrs are entertained, acquaintances embrace each other as they meet, animofities are

forgotten, and enemies reconciled : even the women are indulged in unaccuftomed liberties}

the wealthy facrifice all kinds of cattle, and diAribute the carcafcs among the poor; flaves

are treated with lefs rigour than ufual, and in fome inilances enfranchifed} and univerfal

joy and feilivity prevail till the midnight after the third day, when this feafon of rejoicing

is at an end.

Many fedls of Chriftians are tolerated in the Turkifli dominions in AHa; among them

thofe of the Greek church are the moft numerous, and have feveral patriarchs or high-

pricfts, fuch as thofe of Antioch, Jerufalem, and Alexandria.

The Greek church differs from the Latin in obferving four Lents in the year, during

which, as well as on Wednefdays and Fridays throughout the year, and on the eves of cer-

tain high feftivals, they fall with great feverity. They do not baptize their children till

they are eight or ten days old, when they immerfe them, wholly in cold water in the fum-

mer, and warm in the winter; and after baptifm they anoint the child's body with a con-

fccrated oil, which is prepared by the bifliops, and fent to the priefts in alabafter boxes, in

allufion to the ointment which Mary Magdalen poured on the head of Chrift. In

celebrating the eucharift they ufe a vaft variety of ceremonies, thruAing a fpear into the

bread, in remembrance of the fpear which was thruft into the fide of our blefled Saviour,

and offering feveral loives or pieces of bread as fjcrifices to the Virgin Mary, Saint John
the Buptifl:, and feveral others of the fathers of the church; the priefts and deacons alfo

pray for ihcjr bifhops living and dead, for thofc whu have been benefadlors to the church,

and for fuch other departed fouls, by name, as have left friends who have regard enough for

their future happinefs to pay the price of tiiefc prayers.

- Aftier the elements of bread and wine have been confecratcd, which is done privately, and

iiot in fight of the congregation, the prieft and deacons receive them apart, and then proceed

to adminifter fmall pieces of the briad rhnown into the wine to others, taking out a fmall

quantity of the latter at the Hime time with a fpoou, and putting both to; riher into the

mouths of the comitiunicants, ufing a ilaclaniiion, that it rs ' thi body and blood of
* Chriji:' yet they do not maintain the dodtrinc of truiifubibnri.itiou with the fame

carneftnefs as the Papifts, though they admit ot" a cli. nge to the worthy re ccivcr, but decline

entering into any controivcriy concerniny; the naturu of it. Th-- laity ar ti'jniiv.d to re-

ceive the (acfament. four. Ai^&iajheyeiu-, uad ftldoui ymititat ihe tvw t^iuit f<;.l''.'\'''»'s of

i
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Chriftmas and Eafter: they gptierally celebrate this communion at the third hour, or about

nine in the morning; but on Eafter-day before the fun rifes, in commemoration of the

early vifit of the holy women to the facred fepulchre. Confeflion is required before the

Lord's Supper is taken, yet they adminifter it to children of two or three years old, and even

to infants in cafe of ficknefs. On the Thurfday in t e holy week, they confecrate a

quantity of bread and wine, that they may always be ready to give it to the fick, drying

the bread after it has been dipped in the wine, that it may be the better preferved.

When the feveral communicants have received the facrament on either of the great fefti-

vals, the prieftgoes round the church with alargedifli, in which are mingled boiled wheatand

other grain and pulfe, together with raidns, almonds, and other nuts, which he diftributes

to the congregation i and this is called the oblation of the colyba, and is taken as an ac-

knowledgment of their belief in the refurreftion of the dead, of which they confider corn

and fruits to be fytnbols from feveral texts in the apoflrolic writings.

Though the religion of thofe Greek Chriftians differs in many inftances from both that

of the Roman Catholics and Proteftants, yet in fome it refembles each. The Greeks

enjoin confeflions and penances, but they are not very ftri(St in the former, and for the

latter they are allowed to commute and then receive abfolution, without which they hold

it very hazardous to die: they annex dreadful ideas to excommunication, apprehending

that the body remains entire in the grave, and is fubjedled to great torments, and that the

foul wanders until this fentence is remitted.

They anoint the flck with oil, and this ceremony is performed by a number of priefts,

nvho alio touch feveral parts of the houfe with it, and make crolTes on the door and door-

pofts: this isefteemed a facrament as well as matrimony, which is folemnized in the face

of the con/rregation, the prieft meeting the couple at the door of the church, and con-

cluding them to the chancel, where he puts two lighted torches into their hands, and pro-

ceeding with them into the body of the church, gives the man a ring of gold, and the

woman another of niver, which are afterwards exchanged, and a fuitablc fervice being

performed, the ceremony concludes with their drinking out of the fame cup. They dif-

approve of fecond marriages, and do not allow of a third contract: and they forbid mar-

riages between fpiritual relations; that is to fay, the fons and daughters of godfathers and

godmothers. The marriage vow is not very ftri£lly t'"pt in thefe countries, nor is the

breach of it much noticed, where the eftabliihed religion allows a plurality of wives; and

for the fame reafon divorces are eafily obtained among the Greek Chriftians.

The Greek Chriftians prohibit the worfhipping images, but have pictures in all their

churches, and burn incenfe before them; allow of the interceffion of the Virgin Mary and

the faints; !>v.i conform only to the Proteftant fyftem, in adminiftering the facrament in

both kinds.

They ha/e great numbers of convents or religious houfes, and the monks who in-

habit them are moftly of the orders of St. Bafil and St. Anthony, and lead fevere lives.

Thofe who are in orders among them, and poflefs any degree of learning, are engaged in

colleAing and tranfcribing the expofitions and other writings of the Fathers, whilft thofe

who are not ordained to the priefthood, follow fecular employments, and minift^ r to the

ne.effities
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neceffities of their more learned brethren; Their food ii principally vegetables and fruit;

thofe who are near the fea procure now and then a little (helUfifli: but their faftt are fo

fevere and frequent, as to prove injurious to their healths{ a facrifice which the grofleft

abfurdity only could conceive to be acceptable to the God of mercy j yet fo far do they

carry this infatuation, that fome of thefe Chriftians retire to rocks and mountains, refufe

to hold converfe with the world, and in the performance of vows, founded in folly and

fuperftition, eat only four, three, or even, in fome inftances, two meals a week, till their

bodies being worn out and emaciated for want of neceflary fupplies, they fall martyrs to

this mifconceived enthufiafm, and committing a crime which hath been exprefsly forbid

by the Divine law, they obtrude themfelves into the prefence of that God, who created

them for purpofes of a far more noble nature, than to feparate themfelves from all the

claims of fociety, or by their own a£ts to (horten lives which ought to have been fpent to

die lateft hour in performing focial a? well as religious duties. {>>;.> - .^

The Turks are extremely deficient in literature^ there are but few among them who are

acquainted with any other language than that in common ufe, or the Arabic, winch latter

they do not underftand grammatically : if they can read the Koran, and keep a common
account, or write a letter, they are qualified for moft public employments. Indeed, thofe

who hold offices in the church, and who, as we have already obferved, are alfo the lawyers,

have rather better educations; and as the printing prefs has at length made it's way to the

metropolis of this mighty empire, learning will probably follow: at prefent the extent of

their fcientific knowledge is a fmattering of aftronomy, by which fome among them are

able to calculate an eclipfe, and this is held to be a very high degree of (kill. However,

they are great pretenders to judicial aftrology, and place much confidence in prediAions

derived from this imaginary art.

It is not common to find any other book than the Alcoran in private houfes, nor are

many of their colleges or other public inflitutions provided with libraries, though fome of

them have a few books, which thofe who are entrufled with the care of them can hardly

read: thefe eftablifhments being for the mofl part made either as atonements for thofe a£ls

of iniquity by which they have acquired riches, or for the purpofe of keeping a part of their

wealth in their own family, thofe who build and endow them appoint the guardians and

officers, who generally confider the charity as meant for themfelves, and appropriate the

revenues accord ingly.

Their phyficians are generally Jews, and fometimes Chriftians of the country, but

they are moftly illiterate and ignorant, equally unfkilied in chymiftry and anatomy, and

depending entirely on old receipts and prefcriptions} but if the phyflcian fails of fuccefs,

he is fure to efcape cenfure, the Turks being great predeftinarians, and believing that as

God vifited mankind with difeafes, he hath alfo communicated certain means of cure,

which will infallibly take tffe&y unlefs the appointed time is arrived for difiblution, in

which cafe no efforts of medicine can avail: fo that, whether the patient dies or recovers,

the phyfician hath equal credit, and has therefore few incentives to profecute his ftudies^

or to endeavour at improving his knowledge, by reading the few tranflations they have

among them of Hippocrates, Galen, and fome other medical writers.

L To
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To the doArine of predeftiiution may perhaps be attributed the frequent, or rathw eon-
ftartt prevalence of the plague in fome parti of the I'uricifii dominions ; convinced that thofe^

and thofeonly, who are devoted to fufFer in this difeafe, will be affected by it, they ufe no
precautions to avoid it, or to prevent it's fpreading, but with perfeA indifference enter in-

fedled ho'jfes, and aAually vifit the Ack and attend the funerals of the dead: and Che

cloathi worn on fuch occaAons being generally thofe of the graver colours, are frequently

laid by till another occaAon, when the body of the wearer being perhaps more difpofed to

take the contagion than when they were Uft ufed, he is feized with the difeafe, and fpreadt

It in his family and among his acquaintance} and as it is well known that this infeAion

will remain in cotton or woollen doaths for a very great length of time, the frequent

breaking ou^ of the plague in Turky may be caAly accounted for in this way. '

.

,
From the vaft variety of ufeful as well ^.% luxurious articles which this country pro*

duces, one might be led to imagirte the trade and commerce of it would be equally extent

five and advantageous} for in different parta of Afun Turky are to be found raw filk, goats

hair, goats wool, camels hair, cotton, wheat, barley, rice, bees-wax, faffron, coffee,

rhubarb, turpentine, ftorax, gum feneca, gum tragacanth, gum Arabic, gum ammoniac,

opium, galls, maftic, fenna, worm-feed, alum, vitriol, box- wood ; various drugs, roots,

;ind woods, for dyesj mother of pearl, and cnMralds; likewife wine, oil, figs, raifins, pome-

granates, piftachio nuts, dates, and almonds.

In this country are alfo manufadiures of mohair-thread, cotton-thread, carpets^ diaitici,

burdett, cordovans of various colours, and Diagreen fkins and other leather.

Nor is any country in the world better fituated for commerce : the flwrC communica-

tion with India and China by the Red Sea and the Gulph of Perfia, and by the Levant,the

Mediterranean, and the Black Sea, with Europe and Afiica, afford opportunities of ex-

porting thefe valuable commodities to moft of the irations who inhabit the three quarters

of the globe} and they are altogether a» well provided with timber and naval ftwcs, to

build (hips for tranfporting their merchandize, and navies to proteiSl their trade.

But all theie advantages are buried in the natural indolence of the people, aided by a

form of government unpropitious to adventure, and unfavourable to induftry: with very

little toil, the inhabitanta of thefe happy climates procure the means of fupplying all the

wants, and indulging ia many of the luxuries of life; nor are they fiimulated to, extend

their wilbes beyond their immediate enjoyments, by the beguiling hope of perpetuating

dieirnamea, or aggrandizing their pofterityi the pofleifionof wealth isilill more precarious

Aan the attainment of itj and in the moment that the fubjc& of a defpotic government be-

comes obfervable for the increafe or magnitude of his fortune, the hand of power is ftretched

out to grafp the fruits of bis labours, and he falls a facrifice himlelf to the very acquiAtioos

which were meant to enfure his happinefs.

Happy, thrice happy, the inhabitants of the favoured Uitd, where the fovereign and

the people are bound to each other i^ links of mutual and reciprocal intereff ; where pro-

perty and perfonal liberty are rendered inviolate by the moft perfeA of all fecurkies, the

prefervation and fafety of the throne itfelfj where the honour and dignity of the crown de-

pend 00 the freedom and bappiuefs of it's fubje£ls, and where the fupport of the monarchy

1
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b the baiii of the papular rights I Oh, may the foul demons of difcord and difcontent

never interrupt an union which Heaven itfelf muft approve) nor ambition intcrpofe to

plant daggers in the bofom of the prince, or the vitals of his country I

This difinclination and incapacity of the Turks for general trade and commerce may b«

confidered as a part of that Providential oeconomy which governs the univerfe. If thefe

people pofTefled the fame difpofitions for foreign adventure which mark thofe countries that

are more limited in territory and numbersof inhabitants, they might eafily fpread themfelvM

over the face of the earth: from communication with other nations they would naturally

acquire feme of their habits, and imbibe notions of conqueft and methods of obtaining it}

inured to the hardHiips of voyaging, they would be brought to fubmitto thofe of war) and

Ihey would foon feel an inclination to imitate that difcipline, under the weight of which

they have fmartcd in every conteft with European powers; and to.amics gathered out of

countries fo extenflve a.id populous, infpired with ideas of ambition, and armed withlthe

prudence, forrfight, and military Ikillof the weftern world, what force could beoppokdJ

or what combination would be equal towithfland the united efforts of numbers,difcipline»

and rcfolution?

The animals of Turky in AHa are various in the feveral divifions of this extenfive

country: among thofe of the ufeful or domeftic kind, after mentioning the horfes, for an

excellent and beautiful breed of which Arabia has been for many ages celebrated, the ca»

mcl and dromedary claim our firft attention.

The camel differs principally from the '/romedary in being of a larger fize, and

fomewhat lefs fwift of foot, though of fupcrltr ftrength; and in having two bunches on
his back, and the dromedary only one; in other refpeAs they are fo much alike, that they

appear to be only varieties of the fame animal, inftead of diftinft kinds. The great came|

will carry a burden of a thoufand or twelve hundrcu pounds weight; and the lefler, or

dromedary, is equally remarkable for fwiftnefs, travelling with fuch fpeed as to difpatch

a journey of two hundred miles in twenty-four hours; yet his pace is only a kind of trot^

a motion fo violent, that thofe only who are accuftomed to it can endure the agitation,

and even thofe who ride them daily are obliged to have their bodies fupported by particular

ftrait cloaths, or broad belts. Of the two kinds, the dromedary is moft numerous, being

found all over the defarts of Arabia; the camel is principally met with in Turcomania

and the Levant, though it is no Granger to other parts of Afian Turky.

Of all animals, the camel is faid to be moft moderate: they are commonly fed with balls

of barley-meal, and with cut chafFor ftraw; and with only a very fmall quantity of the

former, or the addition of a few dates, and the trifling nourifliment they can procure in

the barren countries through which they a^e deftined to travel long journies, they will

endure many days of continual labour. Nor is their power of abftinence from water lefs

admirable; in countries where they are to p'\fs over tti&s of unrefreihed fand, for many

days together, thefe ufeful animafs arc incom'noded by no thirft, nor is their journey im-

peded by the fcorching heats, or yielding materials of the road they are to traverfe: Nature*

all-wife and bountiful, hath furnifbcd thtm with feet of fo foft and fpongy a texture, that

they are neither fubjedi to crack with the former, or apt to penetrate too deeply into the

lattery
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latter; and To exprefsly is this beaft calculated for the climate which it inhabits, that ifby

any extraordinary accident ithappens to get into wet or fwampy ground, it is unable to pro-

ceed, and muft be fufFeredtolieftill till the moifture is dried up, and the furface hardened:

nor have any of the various attempts which have been made to propagate a breed n' thefe

animals in Europe and America fucceeded^ for though they have been frequently tranf-

ported into thefe quarters of the world, far from being ufeful, or affording i. ^y hope of their

being naturalized to the new foil, they have always pined away, and loft thofe qualities

which have rendered them remarkable and defirable in the countries of which they are

natives, and where, without their labour, trade and commerce would be rt a ftand, as

no other means of conveyance could be found for the various goods and merchandize re-

quired to be tranfported from nation to nation through dry and fcorching regions of track-

lefs and burning fands.

They are To extremely gentle, as neitlser to require bridle to reftrain them, or whip to

urge their fpeed, though their ordinary pwre is rather flow, not exceeding three miles in

an hour; yet their endurance of continued toil antply comnmfates for their want of quick-

nefs: they are obedient to the driver's voice^, and fo docile that they kneel down to receive

their loads; yet fo fei^fible o> the extent of iheir own ftrength, that they rife the moment
they feel their burden equal to it, nor will they fufFer an additional wreight to be laid on;

and when any attempt of that fort is made, they are faid to exprefs their indignation or

concern by fighs and groans.

When merchants or traders travel from country to country with their merchandize

loaded on thefe ufeful beafts, they aflemble together in large bodies, to fecure themfelves

from the atucks of wandering Arabs, and other robbers of the wildernefs: this aflembly

S« calird a caravan, and each individual who engages in the journey fubmits to certain

rules and regulations, calculated for the prefervation of the body. The whole extent is

divided into certain ftages, and they are fo allotted, that they may arrive every evening at

fome fpot well known to the conductors of the caravans, where they may find refrefhment,

and, if poffible, water for the camels, who prefer thorns, thiftles, briars, and common
i^eeds, to the muft delicious pafture.

They flied their coats every year, and camblets and other ftufFs are made of the hair

mixed with other materials; in particular, thofe faihionable handkerchiefs, which the

£ngli(h ladies have of late years worn under the name oijhauhy are faid to be wholly com-

pofed of it. To the native Arabs this animal is of inexpreiTible value, as the milk of

the females conftitutes one part of their food, and the flefh of the young ones another;

the hair furnilhes them with cloathing and coverings for their tents, and their labour en>

abl::s them to traffic with othvf nations, and to remove themfelves, their families, and
cficds, in cafe cf danger.

The camel ic in height, from the ground to the tup of the bunch, about fix feet, though

it fometimes rifesto fix feet and fix inches; it has a long, flender, and bending neck, a

fmall head, and ihort ears; the colour of the hair on t^ . >unch or protuberance is duflcy,

and that of the other parts of the body of an aih, inclining to red ; it's tail is long, the

hoofs fnull, and the feet flat, divided above but not beneath; it has fix callous ex«

crcfccncct
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crdbences rn the Iegs» one on each knee, and one on the inflde of the upper joint on w4ch

fbre-Ieg, one at the infide of the hind-leg at the bottom of the thigh, anr! another on the

fore-leg juft below the breaft.

The age of the camel is from forty to fifty yestrs : during the time the female is prone to

generate, both (he and the male are fomewhat troublefome and unruly, and this feafon

continues about a month; (he goes with young a year, and in general brings forth only

one at a time, like other large animals, though inftances have been known of her producing

two.

Nature has formed this animal admirably to (uftain long abftinence; it has not only

(bur ftomachs in common with other animals which chew the cud, but it has a fifth, which

ferves as a refervoir for holding more water than the beaft has immediate occasion for;

and in this receptacle it remains vv'thoat diminution or putrefa£lion till it is rec^uired to

bfe mingled with the dry food, or diftribated among the abforbing veflels; and when this

becomes neceffary, the proper quantity is forced into the other ftomachs by a contradlion

of the mufcles of this refervoir: and this additional fupply confifts of fo large a quantity,

that the lives of travellers are faid to have been frequently faved^ when by accidents their

journies have been fo retarded, oi- their ftages have been fo mifcalculated, that they have

been in danger of perifhing by thirft before they could arrive at a place whtre they could

be farniflied witb an article fo indifpenfably neceflary to their exiftence. The camel is alfo

faid U) be endowed with a faculty of difcovering water by his fmell long before he reaches

it, and on fuch'occaCons to quicken his pace voluntarily, and haftcn towards it, though the

drivers are totally ignorant of the caufe of the increafmg fpeed.

, The Arabian camel is not altogether fo large as that which is found in other parts of

T'urky, but it is more hardy; it's hair is (hortcr on the protuberance, but longer on the

other parts of the body ; it differs alfo in colour, the back beiiig grey, and is much coarfcr

than that of thofe animals in other parts of Afia.

The dromedary, as we have already obferved, is lefs flrong and more fwift than the

camel; and fome of thefe are fo delikately fhaped, and the bunches on tlieir backs arc fo

fmall, that they are delivered from the fbavery of carrying burdens, and are ufed oi)}y to

ride on, and particularly for carrying couriers or meflengers of ftate; and fome are trained

to the race, and matched to run againft others in a competition for fuperiority of fpccd.

There are alfo fome black cattle found in the different countries which compofe Afun
Tiirky, but the fle(h of them is feldom eaten, and they are principally employed in the

plough and other works of draught ; and thefe bealls arc did to be of a very large fixe,

having long legs and very great bellies.

Buffaloes are much more ccmmon, and are met with in greater numbers, both wild and

tame: between thi^ beafl and the common bull nnd cow of Europe there is a great fimili-

tiide, both in form and dlfpofltion; the buffalo Uing very eafi'y tamed, and rendered fcc-

viceable in the fanv, domeftic offices in which the former animals are employed ;. yit na*

turalifts agree that they are of very diftinA fpecics, bearing a remarkable aatipathy toeacb

•(her, and conftantly refufing to mingle the breeds.
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The figurcof the buffalo Is more clumfy than beafts of the cow kind, and he earries his

head lower towards the ground; he has lefs flefh on his limbs, his body is more (hort and

thin, yet his legs are higher, his head fmaller, and his horns projed lefs, being com-

preQed to the head, a large tuft of-hair hanging between them on the forehead ; his fkia

i$ harder, thicker, of a darker colour, and lefs covered with hair} he has a hunch or bunch

on his back, which differs fomcwhat both in fize and Htuatioa in different countries;

the nofe is flat and void of hairs, except fome ftraggling ones juft about the lips; the ears

are long and large, and without hair on the infides ; the hair over the whole body is ge-

nerally fhortand fmooth, diffi:ring in colour in different countries} the /kin on the neck

appears to hang loofe, and that of the belly is very thinly covered with hair} the hoofs are

of a dark colour, and the foot is fliaped like the common cow.

The wild buffalo is in general an inoffenflve animal, at leafLwhilft he remains ua>

diilurbed ; when he is wounded he becomes de/perate, beating with his feet, and ufing

thefc as offenfive weapons, and not his horns.

The fize of this animal is extremely various jn different parts even of Afian Turky;

in fome it exceeds that of the European.cow, in others not being much larger than an

Englifh calf of fix months old : the female brings forth only one at a time, at leaft not

commonly} (he goes with young twelve months. Neither the flefli of the old buffalo or

the calf are of a very agreeable flavour, nor is the milk equal to that of the cow, though it

is produced in great abundance, and great quantities of butter and cheefe are made from

it. The hide is highly efteemed for foftnefs, thicknefs, and impenetrability.

When this beaft is employed in works of agriculture, or in carrying burdens, it if

guided by a ring through the noftril; and they are faid to be fo exceedingly ftfong, that

two of them, yoked together, will draw more than four flrong horfes: the figure of tbetr

heads and necks being naturally bent, they take the draught with more eafe.

The iheep are of different kinds; one refembling thofe of England, from which they are

principally diffinguiflied by having larger and thicker tails; but thofe of the other fort,

which are indeed much more numerous, are remarkable for the amazing ftze and weight of

the tail, which frequently amounts to twenty pounds and upwards; fome are faid even to

reach fifty pounds weight : it is fometimes, when it approaches to the laft mentioned fize,

nearly a foot wide, and is obliged to be fupported by a board fixed on a carriage with wheels,

which is faftened to tbe animals bind quarters by a kind of harnefs} the upper part of this

tiil is covered with wool, but it is 1>are beneath. The flelh, or rather fat, of thefe enormous

rumps, is fo delicious as to be compared to marrow, and is not eaten feparately, but mixed

with the lean of other parts of the fheep; and thofe who wiih to have this delicate morfel

preferved from injury, and increafed to a great magnitude, keep thefe animals in yards,

and feed them with herbage gathered in the fields, inffead of fuffering them to wander in

fcarch o.' their food, in doing which they are apt to tear and wound the burdens they drag

after them; and the fleeces, which are more foft and woolly as they are found in more
temperate climes, are alfo liable to injury.

The goats with which moft of the countries of Afian Turky abound, arc of two kinds;

one nearly like thofe of more northern climates; and the other, which is called tbe Syrian

goat.
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-goat, becaufe principally found in that divilton of the Turkifh empire, is fomewhat larger

than the common fort, and hath ears of a moft aftonifliing fize, hanging almoft to the

-ground, which are fometimes fo incommodious to fuch of thefe animals as are tame, that

they are cut oiF by their owners, that they may feed with greater eafe. The horns of this

goat are (hort, fetdom exceeding two or three inches in length, and they are inclined a

little backward. The colour of the hair is fomewhat refembling that of a fox, and it is

diftinguiflied from other fpecies of goats by ^o excrefcences immediately under the throat,

which have been compared to the wattles or gills of a cock. It's milk is held in eftimation

for peculiar fwcetnefs and delicacy.

Of the antelope here are twoforts. The firft, or common fpecies, is fomewhat fmaller than

the fallow-deer, and refembles it in figure and proportion : it's horns are twifted fpirally,

ftand nearly upright, and are furrounded almoft to the points w ith prominent rings; thefe

horns are about fixteen inches long when the beaft has arri<' .u at full maturity, and about

twelve inches afunder at the points; the colour of it's iiair on the back and fides is of a

duflcy brown, inclining to reddiOi; the belly and the infides of the thighs white; it has

a ihort tail, black above and white below; the female is without horns. This creature

is remarkably fwift of foot, rather bounding than running, it's hind legs being longer than

thofe before, like the hare, and it's motion fimilar to that of the laft mentioned animal. It's

flefli is wholefome and delicious food.

The other kind is nearly of the fame fiee as the former, but has horns of a much greater

length, fometimes reaching to three feet; they are flender, ftraight, and armed with rings,

and at the bafe of each is a black fpot of a triangular figure, edged with white. It has a

black line extending from the neck to the loins; the hair on the neck, back, a..d fides, is

of a dark grey, and the breaft and belly are white; the tail is about two feet long, covered

with hair of the fame colour with that on the back, except at the extremity, where it is

black.

Both thefe aninult are confidered as beafts of chace, and are purfued by greyhounds,

which, though excellent in their kind, are often baffled by the fuperior fpeed of the ante-

lope. The hunters frequently make ufe he falcon, which attacking the beaft in it'fi

flight from the dogs, impedes it's motions, ituu gives thefe latter aninuls an opportunityof

coming up to it.

Hares are in great plenty, differing only from thofe of tunpc in their fize, being con-

fiderably fmaller. Only the Arabs eat the flefli of thefe anirr Is, though i s altogether as

well flavoured here as in thofe countries where it is efteemed a dainty.

In the mountainous parts of thefe countries is found the hyena. This beaft is lout the

flze of the wolf, which it alfo icfembles in fliape; the head, however, fomewhat broader

and lefs pointed, and the ears are longer; the body is covered with lugh, coarfe, long

hair, of an afli-colour, ftreaked with long black ftripes from the back to the btUy; it's

legs are alfo marked with black rings, as is the tail in general, though nut always, but it

is invariably full of hair like that of a fox : it is faid to be the moft favagc an ntameabie

of all quadrupedes, and to be in a continued ftate of hunger or rapacity in the a£t of

devouring it's food it feems unfatisficd, for even then, thwsh it's growluijj ceafes, yet it's

eyes
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eyes gliften, the briftles of it's back ftand tnSt, and it fhews it's teeth. The afpeft of

this beaft is horridly ferocious, and it's howl hath been compared to the human voiced-

exerted in the moment of extreme diftrefs. Though not much larger than the wolf, it is

feid to be the fierceft among wild beafts; nor is it lefs able in defence of itfelf than aAlve

in feizing it's prey} combating the lion, the panther, and the ounce, and generally with

fiiccefs. It's habitation is in the cliffs of rocks, or in dens which it forms for itfelf under

the earth. This beaft, as well as the jackall, is faid to refort to burying placet, tear open

the graves, and feed upon the putrid bodies of the dead. If it ventures near the haunts of

men, it preys among the i!ocks and herds, but it more commonly confines itfelf to it's na*

ttve wild's; and when it fails to find ftifficient food of the animal kind, will devour the

roots of certain plants, and the young ihoots of the palm. Many marvellous (lories are

related of this beaft; Aich a» it's alluring it's prey by imitating the human voice, it's fhed*

ding tears over the bodies which it has deprived of life, and it'^ changing it's fex; but

thefe are fiibles invented to heighten the defcription, and render more tremendous a beaft

juftly dreaded for ficrcenefs, cruelty, and infatiable voracity.

Wolves and foxes are numerous in the plains,, but they are rather fmaller than thofe of

ether countries; and the jackalls are the bold invaders of the hen-rooft, and the dcftroyers-

•f fmaller quadrupedes. Wild boars are found in the foreft^ and particularly in fom«

parts of Syria.

The cameleon is aifo frequently found in the Levant. This little creature refembies the

crocodile in form,and, like that animal, is produced from an egg,but is a very miniature of

it, being hardly ever above eleven inches in length. The head of a full-grown cameleon^-

ef the largeft fize, is about two inches longv from the back part of the head to the com-
mencement of the tail four inches and a half, and the remaining four inches and a half are

in the tail; the legs and feet are two inches and a half long: the bulk or thicknefs of the

.body differs confiderably at different times; fometimes it meafures only a Angle inch-

through from back to belly, and at other times it is- increafed to two inches, for it can di-

late and contract itfelf at pleafure; nor is this inflatio-^ confined to the boHy, for both ths

legs and tail partake of the diflenfion.

This dilatation is not occafioned by merely confining the breath, and fo fwelfing the

lungs, becaufe fuch an incrcafe of fize could only be of ihort duration; but the cameleon

continues in this inflated ftate for two hours together: and this appearance is affumed and
difappears gradually, the augmentation of bulk being, however, always more obfervable

than it's decreafe. This method of puffing itfelf up is not peculiar to the cameleon alone^

fbmewhat of the fame kind is vifible in pigeons, whofe craws are fometimes diftended

with air whilft they appear to refpirc, cooing and op'Miing their mouths frequently without

eontrafting their fize. When this animal is in it's contrafled ftate, it fecras extremely

lean; the fpine of the back is (harp, the ribs may he numbered, and the tendons of the

legs are vifible; yet, notwithftanding this leannefs, the pulfation of the heart is not per-

ceivable. The furface of the flcin is unequal, cold to the touch, and has a grain like flia-

|reeo> but fofter^each of thofc little protuberaacet which occafion this inequality of (kin,

feeming
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fbeming polifhed ; fome of thefe protuberances are of the fise of a pin's head, particularly

on the hinder legs, the upper joint of the fore legs, the belly and tail, but on the (boulders

and head they are fomewhat larger, and of an oval figure} under the throat, from the extre-

mity of the lower lip to the bread, thefe tittle e^nineiicss are r- nged in the form of a chaplet,

and when the animal is at reft in the fhade, appear to be of a blueifh grey, and the fpaces

between them pale, red, and yellow.

When this aninnal is placed in the fun, the coat or hair which covers it's flcin under-

goes fuch a variety of apparent changes, as have excited the wonder of mankind, and been

pro(lii£live of much fpeculative argument among naturalifts. Thofe parts of the body on

which the fun«beams are nbt immediately dire£led, appear of a tawny brown, and the other

parts affume brighter coloursj iuch as pale jreliow and a lively crimfon, forming fpots

about half the length and breadth of a man's finger, which begin on the fpine and defcend

half way down to the belly, feattering ones appearing alfo on the fides, tail, and fore-parts.

When the rays of the fun are intercepted, the animal appears to be reftored by degrees to

it's original grey colour; nor do the fpots always take in their changes the exa(ft colours we
havedelcribed, but frequently thofe of the carpet, tabltv or floor, on which the cameleon is

placed: wrapped in a white cloth it fcems to lofe almoft ail colour, and this alteration

remains a (hort time even after it is uncovered. • jnv;-'..

This little creature is taken frequently at Smyrna: it's food confifts entirely of flies, and

it requires fo little fuftenance, that it takes thefe but feldom, and eats them fo deliberately

as to be half an hour in devouring a fingle one. When confined in a cage it feems to en-

joy the fea air, and ftretches open it's mouth to inhale it : it is uneafy at reftraint, and fel-

dom furvives the lofs of it's liberty above four or five months.

The eyes are remarkably fmall, yet they are protruded from the head ; it has a fingle

eye-lid with a hole in the middle, through which the fight appears; the colour of the eye is

a (hining brown, and it is furrounded by a little circle of gold colour. The conformation

of the eyesj however, muft be fingular, as the animal often moves one of them when the

other is ftill: i^ay, one wHI fometimes be diretSed to objeAs before it, whilft the other it

pt>fnted= a cbntrary way; or when one eye is ertiployed in looking towards the ground, the

other will feem fixed on the heavens.

The fowls are principally thofe which are well known in Europe. The domcftic poultry

are precifely of the fame kinds ; and they have the buftard, the red-legged partridge, and

other birds which conftitute the game of our own clime. Larksof various kinds, and other

birds of fong, to which we are no ftrangers in Great Britain, are alfo to. be found in thofe

parts of Afia.

Turky in Afia abounds with eagles, falcons, and other birds of prey, differing in

the various countries which are comprehended in it; fome of thefe are trained for fport:

the larger arc ufed, as we have already obferved, in taking the antelope; and the fmaller

fpecies are taught to fly at different kinds of fowl, as was focmerly much pratSlifcd in

Kurope.

The vulture, the c«^i.iH>rant, the ftork, the heron, tht crane, the owl, and the jay, ar»

alio natives of thefe countries; and there are fome few pelicans and flamingoes, but thofe

N are
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are lefs numerous here than in fome other parts of the globe; Among the water-fowl are

alfo wild geefe, ducics, widgeon, teal, and gulls, in the fame varieties as they are found in

Europe. Of the latter here are fome which in the winter leave the fca-ihores and rivers,

and flying into the towns, perch on the tops of the houfes, and are fo tame as to take the

food which is offered to thcin by the inhabitants.

It would be unpardonable to omit mentioning the pigeon, and in particular that fpecies

of this bird which is called the carrier; and whicb, though not peculiar to thefe countries,

having been well known to the ancients in other quarters of the globe, has been more lately

in ufe here than elfewhere. \\

This pigeon is diftinguifhed from all others by it's eyes, which are furi-ounded.wilh-a

broad circle of naked white Ikin; by having the upper mandible of':the bill covered with

the fame kind of ikin,i reaching from the bafe below the middle of it ; and by their colour,

which is of a vc-y dark blue, approaching to black. This little animal was, till very

lately, employed in conveying intelligence to Aleppo of the arrival of Aiips at 'Scan»

daroon.

This bird being bred at Aleppo, was kept there till a veQcl was expected to arrive ae

Scandaroon, and being conveyed in a cage to the laft metitioned place, remained there till

it was wanted: when this happened, a fmall piece of paper, containing the name of the

ibip, and fuch other particulars as could be mentioned in a narrow compafs, was fixed

under the wing, to avoid the writing being effaced by rain; and the pigeon's feet being

wafhed with vinegar to cool them, and prevent the bird from flopping for that refrefhment

which might endanger the deflru£lion of the billet, the cage was opened, and the prifonec

fet at liberty, who inflantly took flight, and returned to Aleppo with incredible fpeed*

often performing a flight of little lefs than feventy miles in two hours and a half. But it

ieems to have been neccflary to take for this purpofe a pigeon tyhich had young, and not

to let her abfence from her brood be longer than a fortnight, left, having forgot them, hec

ardour to return might be abated. Hiftorians have recorded accounts of correfpondences.

maintained between the governors or commanders of b^fieged towns, ^nd t.bofe ,w[ho were^

cxpedled to bring relief to them} between Jovcrs and their miftr«^e&i and ol^^nHAgrdifwy.

events cc-nmunicated in the fame way.
. ,

• ... ,n >: ., > .
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Thefe different countries produce a vaft variety of ferpents, and other venomous reptiles;,

but, as in other parts of the world, they are feldom injurious to mankind. Large white

fnakes are frequently found in Syria, but thefe do not appear to be noxious, nor are the.

(tings of the fcorpton and fcolopendra, though they occafion fevere pain for a few hours,

attended with any other ill confcquences. Tue lizards, which are here in great numbers,

of various kinds, are known to be perfedly barmlefs j and the frog differs little from thac

of Europe.

Among the infeiSls of thefe countries, the filk-worm and the bee claim the pre-eminence^

with the produce of the former we are well acquainted; the boney of the latter is of fupe-

rior flavour and delicacy to that of Europe. The locufts fometimes vifit this part of th&

world in incredible fwarms, comnutting horrid devaftations, and deftroying all the verdure

for many miles in extent. . -,

Having
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Having; concluded our general defcription of Afian Turlcy, we fliall proceed to fpcak of

the feveral provinces which are under the Turkifli government.

That divifion or provinceof the Turkifli empire which is called Eyraco Arabic, or Chal-

dea, lies between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates; being bounded on the north by Diarbec,

or Mefopotamia; by part of Pejfia towards the eaft; by the Perfian Gulpb, and part of

Arabia Deferta, on the fouthi and by another part of the laft mentioned country on the weft.

The air of this country is in general ferene, but by no means temperate, the heats being

at particular feafons fu intenfe as to be almod infufFerable. It is faid to have been an an-

cient practice of the inhabitants of this country to fit up to their necks in water during the

continuance of thefe heats, and even to ileep with their bodies immerfed in that element;

but as this indulgence was produ£iive of many diforders, it is at ptefent in a great meafure

difcontinued. They are alfo fomecimet. vifited by hot winds, which blowing from theeaft

over long traiSls of burning and defart fands, are fo deftrudtive, that tboie who ate expofed

to the uninterrupted blaft frequently periOi in an inftant.

For eight months of the year they are without rain, and this drought fometimes conti-

nues for the whole year, and even for two years together; during which time the inha-

bitants contrive to water their lands by means of cuts or canals from the rivers, and en-

gines for conveying the water both to the high lands and to places remote from the banks

of them ; and by the exercife of induftry and ingenuity, this country is rendered fo fertile,

that it repays the labourer's toil with an increafc of two hundred fold in moft kinds of grain.

This country is dcilitute of grapes or olives, but the palm-trees fupply wine, and tb' feeds

of the fefamum oil.

Nor are the canals from the rivers only fubferviep/<: to the immediate purpofes of culti-

vation; theyferve to convey off that .fuperfluity ot water, which poiiring down from the

mountains in the fummer months, when the fnow is melted by the fun, ufed to overflow

the country, and cover the whole face of it with water, and to facilitate the communica-

tion between the diftant parts of this widslyextended province. This diftribution of

water alfo enriches the paftures, and is productive of excellent animal food, as well as milk

and butter in great abundance.

In this country the plain ofShinaar is faid to be fituated, whfre the race of man were

collected after the flood, and from thence difperfed over the face of the earth: it has bcm
celebrated for having contained the garden of Eden, or paradife of our firft parents; but

other parts of the eaft contend for 'his honour.

The famous city of Babylon ftood alfo in this province; and, according to traditional

report, on the fpot where the tower of Babel had once been attempted to beereded.

Whoever was the founder of this mighty city, whether Semiramis or Belus, certain it

is, that under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar it arrived at the zenith of grandeur and glory.

The walls of Babylon are defcnbed as having been 60 miles in circumference, 87 feet in

thicknefs, and 350 in height. The city is faid to have been a fquare, each fide of which
was 15 miles in length. The walls were built of bricks, cemented with bitumen, the

natural produce of this country, and which in time grew fo hard as to be infeparahle

from the materials which it joined together; and the earth for making the bricks wl^ch

buiit
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built tliefe ftupendous wails, having been all taken out of a ditch which .was intended to

furround them, this latter was afterwards faced with the fame bricks, and being filled with

water, added to the ftrength and beauty of this proud city.

A hundred gates of folid brafs formed fo many entrances into Babylon, being placed »t

equal diftanccs, twsntyrEve on each fide, and from each gate a ftreet ran in a (traight line

to the oppoiite, and the houfcs in each ftreet were regular and magnificent. Between every

tw» gttes were three towers, four at each angle, and three between each of the angles and the

next adjacent gate. From north to fouth, through the centre of the city, ran the River Eu-
phrates, over which, in the middle of the city, was a bridge of great breadth and height,

and at each end of the bridge a palace; that on the eaft was called the old palace, and oc-

cupied four pf th&fquarcs, into fix hundred and feventy-fix of which the city was divided,

1>y the ftroets cutting each other at right angles; the new palace at the weft end of the bridge

fitled * (p3iCK equal to nine of thofe fquares : and the former of thefe buildings was four

miles in circumference, and the latter eight; and this palace was alfo ftrongly f()rtified,

having three walls within each other. The hanging- gardens of the new palace have been

celebrated as great curiofities; they ace faid to have been a number of terraces, fupported

by arcbe^, and that the higheft of them reached the fummit of the city wall : each of thofe

tsrraces was 400 fixe in length, and of proportionable breadth, and the afccnt from one to

the other was by fteps or ftairs tea feet wide. Water was conveyed by means of engines

into an aquedud which filled a rc&rvoir on the higheft terrace, and was from thence diftri-

buted among the lower ones; each of them was adorned with ftatues, and filled with the

moft beautiful and odoriferous trees, fhrubs, and flowers : and to prevent the overflowings

of the Euphrates from being trJuUefome or injurious to the city, canals were made from it

before it reached Babylon, by which that part of it which flowed through the city could

always be kept within boundk. Of this immcnfe city, once the wonder and glory of the

wecld, not evea the ruins now remain; nor is a trace l«ft to afcertain with precifion the

fpot on which it once ftood; a circumftance the more extraordinary, as veftiges r' ^uild*

ings of ftill greater antiquity are to be met with in various parts of the eaftern world.

The prefent capital of this province is Bagdat, or Bagdad, which was once the metro-

polis 9t the Sarscen empire: it it pkafantly fttuated in a fine plain, on the eaftern banks

9f the River Tigris, in 33 degrees 15 minutes north latitude, and 43 degrees eaft longitude

fconx the mtridiam of London. It is faid to have been founded by the Caliph Almanfer, or

Almanfur, in the one hundred and forty-fifth year of the Hegeira, and was wrefted from

the Saracens by the Tartars in the fix hundied and fifty-fixth year, and having been at

different times in the pofieftion of Tamerlane the Great, the Turks, and the Perfians, was

Ht laft tot^ly fub^ued by the I'urks in the year 1638, and hath continued in their hands

f«om that time. Nadir Shah having in the prelent century made an unfuccefsful attempt

Q« it.

Tbit city was once extremely extcnfivc and populous, adorned by fuperb palaces and

other magnificent buildings; learning flourifhed within it's walls, the inhabitants were

civiligfd and courteous, and their language the pureft Arabic: at prefent it is extremely

.i..,i ;. - . . •« i, . • ' • fallen^
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fallen, both in point of grandeur, population, and elegance, the number of inhabitants not

exceeding fifteen thoufand, who confift of a mixture of Mahometans, Chriftians, and

Jews; the latter of whom arc more numerous, as vifitors to the fuppofed tomb of Ezekiel,

one of their prophets, in the neighbourhood of this city, than as reftdents. Few remains

of the ancient public buildings are to be found} and the natives are by no means diftin-

guiOied by great learning or politenefs : even the language hath been corrupted, in the

various changes of mafters to which this city hath been fubjcAcd.

Yet it is ftill the moft confiderable place of trade in the Turkifli empire on the fide of

Perfia, being fupplied with all the eaftern commodities by way of Baflbra, which is (Itu-

ated near the mouth of the united ftreams of the Euphrates and Tigris, and receives alfo

annually caravans from Smyrna, Aleppo, and the weftern parts of the empire, which

furniOi it with the produce of thefe countries. It is walled and fortified with towers, on

which about fixty pieces of fmatl cinnon are mounted ; and is the refidcnce of a bafla,

who colle£ts the tribute of paflengck-s, who are extremely numerous; the way by land to

Mecca lying through Bagdat: the other revenues of the Grand Seignior arc gathered by

a tcflcdor, and a cady rcfides here to aflift in the civil government, and who exercifcs aa

authority almod equal to that of the mufti at Conilantinople. Here arc five mofques, and

twice as many caravanferas or public inns; the market-places, or bazars, arc arched,

and frequently refreflied with water, to keep them as cool as pofliblc in a country where,

on account of the cxceflive heats, the markets are frequently obliged to be held at mid<

night, and the inhabitants arc compelled to flccp on the terraces of their houfcs.

BaflTora, Boflfura, or Bofrah, is the next confiderable city of this province. It is fitu-

ated in 30 degrees 20 minutes north latitude, and 49 degrees 10 minutes call longitude,

and lies between the River Euphrates and the Defart, about 250 miles fouth-eaft from

Bagdat, and 40 miler, north-wcil of the Gulph of Perfia.
'

This city is of confiderable extent, the walls being 12 miles in circumference; how-
ever, the whole inolofure is not occupied by buildings, there being many gardens and

groves of date-trees within the walls. It is populous and flouriftiing; yet the houfes are

low, and the public buiiJings by no means magnificent. The eaftern part of Baflbra lies

by the river, from whence a canal is cut which extends quite through the city, and divides

it iiito two parts, a bridge of boats over the canal forming the only communication be-

twren them. Veffels of great burden come up to the end of the canal, and fmaller ones

lo:.d and unload in the canal itfclf. There is a ftrong fort at the mouth of the Euphrates,

from which Baflbra is about 45 miles diftant.

The foil on which the city itfelf ftands is rough and ftony, but the adjacent country is

fertile and pleafant; indeed, the whole fpace between Bagdat and this place is fo inter-

fered with canals, that both trade and agriculture flourifh: the former on account of the

ready conveyance, and the latter by the drains and fences formed by thefu canals; on the

banks of which may be feen vaft herds of cattle, and particularly buffaloes, feeding in deli-

cious meadows and paftures.

The Eaft India Companies of England and Holland have factories here, and trade with

ipices for the commodities of this country: but the principal ufc of thefc faAorics is to

O facilitate
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facUicate « communication by land with their rcveral (cttlements in India. Here are alfo

merchants of various countries, fuch as Armenians, Pcrfians> and Indians, who enrich

themfelves by s commerce which extends over the eaftern world, and is not a little bene-

fited by the caravans which pafs through this place alfo in their way to Mecca.

The eftabliihed religion is that of Mahomet; and there is a college in BaiTora for the

education of youth, and the refidence of certain doAors who are teachers of the law; To

that this city may be faid to be a feat of fuch literature as is encouraged in the Turkifli

empire: here are alfo many fe£ls of Chriftians, who exercife their religion without reftraint.

Though the trade of this city is at prcfent confiderablc, yet it was once much more foi

but the plague having almoft depopulated it in the year 1691, it has never fince recovered

it's confequencci though it was foon after repeopled by the Arabs, of whom the prefent

inhabiunts principally confift, they having long ago fubmitted to the Turk.

It is the refidence of a bafla, who has three thoufand janifaries under his command, as

a garrifon for this importan' ilace : and an officer is fent annually with a body of horfe to

colleA the Urand Seignior revenues, which arife principally from a duty on cattle, to the

amount of one piafter and a quarter for each ox, cow, or buffalo; two piaders for a horfe or

mare; and about the value of ten-pence for every flieep. But this tribute is not paid with

very ftri£t regularity, nor is it exadled with much feverity : fome petty fquabbles now and

then arife about it between the peafants and the colle£tors; but as it is apprehended that

the Arabs are not perfectly fatisfied under the Turkifh yoke, that government does not

chufe to drive them to extremities.

Inhere is an Arabian prince alfo refiding at BafTora, who polTeflTes a large tra£l of land

in the vicinity of this city, over which he claims fome fort of fovereignty; but he draws

his revenue from his extenfive plantations of palm-trees, and from a traffic which is

carried on here in camels and horfes, of which fome of the latter are fo valuable, on ac-

count of their great excellence in beauty, fpced, and hardinefs, as to fell upon the fpot

for a thoufand, and from thence to two thoufand crowns : and for the tranfadlion of this

bufuiefs, the Arabian prince laft mentioned keeps a kind of bank, or money-exchange.

About eighty or ninety miles from Bagdat, on the River Tigris, ftands Traxt, a con-

fiderable town, fortified and defended with two caftles; and on the weft fide of the Eu-
phrates, about fixty miles to the fouthward of Bagdat, is Curfa, oace a place of impor-

tance, but now defolated.

A part of Afiyria, called by the Turks Curdiftan, is alfo under the Turkifh govern-

ment; though the eaftern, and largeft part of it, is fubjeft to the Perfians. The Turkifh
divifion of this province is boQnded on the weft by Diarbec, or Mefopotamia; on the fouth

by Chaldea; on the north by Armenia, or Turcomania; and on the eaft by that part of

the fame province which is governed by the Perfians»

It lies from north to fiauth, nearly between the 53d and 27th degrees of north latitude,

and extends in breadth towards the fouth about 90 miles v but towards the north it extends

. from eaft to weft near 200 miles.

This country comprehends a confiderable part of ancient Aflyria; a name derived

from Ai&ir, or Aihur, the fon of Shem and grandfoa of Noah. The toil is fruitful, and

the*
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the face of Ate country diverfified with hills covered with treei, ind vallici rich in psflure

and fertile in grain, where they are improved by cuitivaiioni but being a frontier betweta

Turky and Perfia, and fubjeA to the defpotic government of the former, and frequent

inroads from the latter, agriculture is in a great meafure negledled, but the pafturet feed

vafl flocks and herds of cattle.

The Curdes, who inhabit this country, are faid to be lineally defcended frcm the an-

cient Chaldeans) they live principally in tents, which are large, and in (bape of an oblong

fquare: they are not much above the height of a man; the fides are compofed of cane or

wicker lattices; they are covered with a kind of brown coaife cloth, manufaAured partly

with the hair of the camel, and pattly with the coarfe wool or hair of the iheep of this

country, and are lined with mats of neat workmanfliip, and extremely durable.

When they have occafion to feck change of paiture for their herds aj\d flocks, their tents

are folded up, pnd carried on the backs of their buffaloes or oxen ; and thus they frequently

fhift their quarters, wandering from valley to valley, and from mountain to mountain,

according to the difl^erent feafons of the year.

But they are faid to be more addi(5led to rapine and plunder than to domeftic employ-

ments or works of induftry. The men are mounted on excellent horfes, and armed with

long lances; and whilft the women and children are engaged in condu£\ing their cattle

to paftures, and in making butter and cheefe of the milk, their hu(bands lie in wait for

the caravans, which they attack without regard to countries or diftinftion of nations,

holding themfelves independent, and refuftng to acknowledge fubjeAion either to Turk or

Perfian.

The perfons of thefe people are widely diflTerent from thofe of the inhabitants of other

parts of Afian Turky; they are flout, hardy, and a£live, but they have very dark com-
plexions, with black hair, fmall eyes, wide mouths, and very fierce countenances.

The once famous city of Nineveh, the capital of the Afl*yrian empire, was fituated in

this province, upon the eaftern bank of the Tigris; the walls of Nineveh were faid to have

equalled in circumference thofe of Babylon, though it was of a different figure, this beinz

an oblong, and Babylon perfeAly fquarc ; the thicknefs of the walls is faid to have been fo

great, that three chariots might pal^ abrcafl on them ; and on thefe walls upwards of a
thoufand towers or turrets are faid to have flood, each near 200 feet in height; at prefent

no other remains of this magnificent city are to be found, than fome ruins extending along

the bank of the river for about three miles. The prophet Jonas, for whom, among the

other prophets of the Jcwifh race, the Mahometans profefs great veneration, is reported to

have been buried on a little hill about a mile and a half from the Tigris, and a mofque is

built upon the fpot, in which the tomb is fhewn by priefls who attend for that purpofe, by
whom it is covered with a carpet like that of Mahomet, and oflices of devotion are per-

formed at it by the light of lamps or tapers, which are kept conftantiy burning.

There are but few towns or villages in this province; but where the inhabitants ereft

houfes, they generally place them within fnuU diflances of each other, for the fake of mu»
tual protection as well as accommodation, and in thefe places fmall quantities of land are

cultivated, which produce tobacco and gall nuts : they plant vineyards, but nuke no wine»
drying the grapes for food.

The
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The hot winds which infcA Tome parts of this country, and frequently prove deftrudiv#,

are faid to derive their injurious qualify from fcveral hills of fulphur which lie between

Bagdat and Nineveh } there arc hoc fuiphureous baths nt a village in this province, called
,

Alchaman, and the Arabs are faid to find gold in fome of the hills.

Wild beads are fo numerous in this province, that it isneceflary for travellers to be well

armed to refift their attacks, as well as thofe of the more mercilefs inhabitants of the hu-

man racei the former are faid to be the dread of thofc who pafs by the canals, in the ruflies

on the banks of which beads of prey lurk, and plunge into the water to feize the unwary

paflenger. Wild cats, of large ft/e and extraordinary fiercenefs, with very long black ears,

are alfo reported to abound in this part of Afian Turky.

Cherafoul is the prefent capital of the province of Curdidan; it lieseadward of the ruins

of Nineveh, in the 36th degree of north latitude, and the 43d of ead longitude. The fitu-

ation of this place is peculiar, the city lying on the fide of a hill fo deep, that the houfcs

are dug out of the rock} and the drects, which arc near a mile in length, run in parallel

lines one above the other, the communications being by flights of deps: it is the refidence

of a beglerbeg or bafla, who has fcveral fangiacks or Tub-governors under him in different

parts of the province.

Amadia is faid to be in this province, thoup;h fome geographers have placed it in Diarbec

;

it is, however, fituated north of Nineveh, in 37 degrees of north latitude; and, like Chera-

foul, dands near the fummit of a mountain, to which the afcent is faid to bea journey of a

full hour, yet a confiderable trade is carried on here : fcveral merchants refide in the town,

and have their bazar or market, and (hops for thcexpofurc and fale of their merchandize.

Hidorians have fixed on a plain in the neighbourhood of Arbella for the fpot on which

Alexander defeated Darius; and the natives fliew a hill in the midd of this plain, on

which are the ruins of a cadle, now over-grown with oaks, as the dand of Darius to wait

the event of this battle. The town itfelf is fituate between the two rivers Lycus and Ca-
prus, in the 35th degree of north latitude, and is at prefent of very little confequencc.

Upon the borders of a lake called Van, in the northern part of this province, in 37 de-

grees 55 minutes north latitude, and in 43 degrees 30 minutes ead longitude, dands the

city of fictlis, which is built between two high mountains, within a cannon-fliot didance

of each other; it has a cadle built upon a hill refembiing a fugar-Ioaf, having no other

afcent than by a narrow winding path cut out of the rock; on the fummit is a plain large

enough to contain the cadle, and three ditches, which have each a draw-bridge. The
city fprcads over the interior fides of the two mountains, whiih face each other.

The bey, or fovereign, of this town and the territory which furrounds it, is a prince

of the Curdes, who dill maintains his independency, and is neither fubjeiSt to the Turk
or Perfian; nor is it the intered of either of thefe powers to endeavour to fubdue him to

their government by force, the fituation of the place rendering the fucccfs of fuch an at-

tempt doubtful, and fuch a provocation being likely to prove highly injurious to the ag-

greflbr, it being always in the power of this chief to interrupt the trade and plunder the

caravans between Aleppo and Tauris, the road through wliich they pafs lying among

mountains within a day's journey of this place, where the pafTcs are fo narrow as to admit

of

:
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of his cutting them off without the fmalleft difficulty, whilft tb«y are an iiMCOeiTible forti-

fication to his own territories, which may be defended by the troops which he maintains,

and which arc faid to amount to upwards of twenty thoufand horfe, bcfiJcs a kind of foot-

militia amongft the (hepherds ftill more numerouSi againft the united forces of both tbe

Turicilh and Pcrfian empirvb.

There are aifo Tome other inconfiderable towns and villages in this provinces fuch at

Hotwan, fituated among the mountains which divide Curdiftan and Chaldea from Pcr(w«

in the thirty-fifth degree of north ht .rude; and Harpel, ontbe river Caprut, which, though

a ptace of feme extent, and the refidence of a fangiack or fub-governor, is only furrounded

by a mud wall. The Mahometans alTert that the prophet Elijah is ftill livings and inhabits

one of thofc mountains which furround the firft-mentioned place.

The province of Diarbec, Diarbeker, or Mefopotamiaj lies between the RivcM Tigris

and Euphrates, which are it's boundaries on theeaft and weftt on the north it is bounded

by Armenia Mijor, or Turcomania, and on the fouth by Chaldea.

Thie whole country, though fomewhat hilly, is intcrfperfed with frequent vallies, wa-

tered as well by the two rivers juft named, as by many other fmaller flreams : tbe northern

part of the province is extremely fertile, producing corn and wine in plenty, and abound*

ing in cattle, wild beafts and fowls, and all manner of provifions{ the ibuthern diftri£l is

Icfs pleafant and fruitful.

The principal towns and cities are Bir, Orfa, Mouful, and Diarbec, of which the lat-

ter is the capital of the province; but, befides thefe, there are alfo feveral fmaller towns,

and fome populous villages.

Bir, or as the Turks pronounce it. Beer, ftands on.a hill near the eaftern ihoce of the

river Euphrates, in 40 degrees of eaftern longitude, and 36 degrees ao minutes of north

latitude, at the diftance of about 70 miles from Aleppo. It is a great thoroughfare into

Ferfia, and a great pafs from Mefopotamia; for fome cataraAs in the Euphrates below this

town prevent the merchandize from being tranfported by water to BalTora: this town. is

defended by two caftles, one towards the river, and the other on the land fide, in.the for-

mer of which the fangiack or governor refides. Travellers have given accounts of a kind

of armoury kept in this caftle, confifting of old crofs-bows of adonifliing ftxe, beams

intended for battering-rams, Roman faddles, and large head-pieces. The town is alfo

furrounded by a wall, and watered by two clear ftreams, which rifmg on the fummit of

the hill, flow down into the town. The garrifon confifts of about fix hundred janifaries

and fpahis: the houfes are ranged along the hill from the river>fide to the top, where there

is a caravanfera for the reception of travellers with the caravans, who are not allowed to

enter the city, but afcend to this inn by a winding road at the back of the mountain; on

the oppofite fide of the Euphrates is another capacious caravanfera, for the ufe of tbofe wlw>

in their way from Syria propofe to pafs the river by a fetry.eftabliflied at this place, whece

it is fmooth and free from catara^s.

All travellers, except tbofe on faddle-horfes unaccompanied by camels, pay .a tribute

here, which is colleded at the caravanferas} but this impofition is not confiderable, and

the paflenger is repaid by the plenty and excellence of the provifions which are furjiiflied

by the adjoining fruitful and pleafant country.

P Orfa,
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Orfa, which fome travellert have called the capital of Mefopotamia, is AippofeiJ to be

the place where the city of EdeiTa anciently ftood j and, according to tradition, where Abra-

ham reflded { and is fttuated in 40 degrees of eaftern longitude, and 36 uegrees 40 minutes

of north latitude. Here ia a large fouoain, the waters of which rife immediately under ihc

foundadjns of the principal mofque of the city, and this is pretended by the Chriltians of

this country to be the fpot on which Abraham prayed before he proceeded to make an oftcr-

ing to God of his fon Ifaac, and that the water guCed out from the two places on which

he refted his knees; on which account this grotto is held io facrcd, that no perfon is per-

mitted to enter it with his fhtri on. The Chriftran religion is exercifed her* without re-

ftraint, and the profeflbrs of it, who are extremely fuperftitious, entertain travellers with

various (lories of miracles.

On the fouthern quarter of the town is a well, which thefe Chriftians call the Well of

the Handkerchief, and which took it's name, as they ;iirert, from the following circum-

ftance. Abgarus, King of Orfa, being afflicted with a leprofy, fcnt mcflengers to our

Saviour, and befought him to come and reftore him to hbditki, and among thefe nu flrngcrs

was a painter, who was enjoined to draw the portrait of Chrift. Our Saviour rciufcd to

vifit Abgarus on account of his approaching paflion; but, obferving the painter about to

perform his tafk, Chrift threw a handkerchief over his face, which immediately received the

nioft lively impreflion of his countenance, and diredUd it to be carried back to the prince.

As the mefllengers returned, they were attacked by robbers near <his city; when he whc»

had the charge of this precious handkerchief, dropped it into a well to concsal it, and hav-

ing cfcaped and related what had pafled, the king and his court went the next morning in

^dlemn proceiHon to the well, the water of which had miracuioufly rifen to the brim, and

the handkerchief was difcovered floating on the furface, which the prince having taken in

his hand, was inftantly cured of his difeafe, and he and all his fubjo6ts were immediately

cunvrriTed tochriftianity. This facrcd picture, they fay, after being kept at this place many

years, was at length flolcn by Franks, a* they called the Europe;. 1 Chriitians, and carried

to Rome. And from this tale the water of this well has the reputation of bemg a fpcc'fic

for the cure of leprofies. > . '
1

This city is walled with free-ftone, and defended by towers at proper diflances, but th?

fpacp within is but mear.'y built, and great part of it defolate or ruinous. Here is alfo a

caftle on the fouth ftde of it, atrrounded by a broad and dcen ditch cut out of the folid

rock: on the top of this caftle they fliew a fmall fquarc turret, as the fornii^r dwelling of

the prophet Elias, though both that and the caftle ar» appar;ntly of much mere modern

erection. This city is governed by a ' aflTa, whofe authority alfo extends over Bir, and

of' 7 parts of the province; and he coiuniands a garrif~n of about eight or nine hun-

uiol troops, partly ja'^iifaries, but principi'My fpahis or horfcicn, wlio arc neceflary to

clieck the incurfions of the Arabs, who frequently crofs the Euphrates in purAiit of

plunder.

The country round Orfa is extreiiiely pleafant; and, near the city laid out in gardens

and vineyards, which produce excellent '.vine. Here is aconfiderable manufaAure of y 1-

low Turkiflt leather, and a kind of Upeltry or cloth for covet og tents and othet ufes of

Che like kind.
,

MoulH']^
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Mouflel, Moufel, or as it is rometimes called Mouful, is fituate on the weftern bank of

the river Tigris, oppofite the ruins of Nineveh, in 43 degrees of eaft longitude, and 36
degrees of north latitude. It is about three miles in circumference, furrounded by a ftone-

wall, and has a cattle for it's defence, in which alfo the bafla refides, with a garrifon of

about three thoufand men; but the buildings are indifferent, and the city is by no means

populous, though it has a very confiderable trade, by means of the caravans fiom Aleppo

to Perfia, which pafs through it, and the navigation of the river to Bagdat, 3aflibra, and

tiw Gulph of Perfia. The greater part of the inhabitants arc Chriftians of the Armenian

and Greek communions, which religion is tolerated, though that of Mahomet is the efta^

biiifiicd faith.

Though the oppoHte ^'Nore of the riv^r about Nineveh is extremely fertile, yet on the

fide of Mouful it is barren and unfruitful, producing fcarce any thing but galls near this

city.

The heat h fo intenfe in the fummer, that the inhabitants are obliged to confine them-

felves to their houfcs, from an hour or two after the fun rifes till the like fpace after it is

fet- and this place is alfo particularly infefled with the hot and dangerous wind which we
have already mentioned, and which is here called famiel, and is imagined to be that men-

tioned by Job; each blaft of it feems impregnated with ftreaks of fire as fine as hairs, and

16 fo malignant that it inftantly deftroys thofe who are unfortunate enough to breathe

or inhale it. It is eafily perceivable in it's approach, and thofe who difcover it fly from it

with the utmuft fpeed, or falling flat on their faces, efcape by fuflPering it to pafs over them^

this wind is principally felt near the river, but not upon it, and is fuppofed to be occa-

fioneu by fulphurtcus vapours kindled by agitation.

But befidcs this peculiarly peftiU-nt air, which only vifits this country at particular and

fometimcs very didant fcafons, the conftant heat of the air is at all times during the h«C

months dangerous in a degret-, injuring the lungs, inflaming the blood, and drying the fkin

fo that it is apt to crack or rife in blifters. Travellers guard againft thcfe pernicious ef-

fects, by covering their faces and eyes with feft and thin black crape: but even this pre-

caution is fuinctimes ineffe^ual ; the eyes grow red, and fmart exceilively. This complaint

is relieved by an ointment made with a mixture of fugar and long-pepper, both powdered

extiemely fine, and mixed with any untSluous matter.

Diarbtc is the chief city of this province of Diarbec Proper, though Bagdat is reputed

the capital of all the provinces which were formerly included under the general name of

Diarbec, and which confided of Mcfopotamia, Chaldea, Affyria, Eyraco Arabic, and

Curdiftan.

This city, which is called by the Turks Caremit, is fituated in the 38th degree of north

latitude, and in the 41ft degree of eaft longitude. It ftands on a riling ground, not far

from the fource of the Tigris, and where the courf*^ 'if that river forms a femi-circle; and

from the buildings to the river the defcent is extremely fteep. It is furrounded by two

walls, the outward one being fortified by fixty or feventy ancient towers; and each wall

has three gates, over which are Greek infcription*, at prefent almofl illegible, though the

name of Ccnftantine occurs leveral times in (hem) and gives room for conjedure, that this

city
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city -wii* founded by that emperor, or that it enjoyed his particular favour and prote£iion.

It contains upwards of twenty thoufand Greek and Armenian Chriflians, befides a con-

fiderable number of Mahomeuns, and is equally commercial, opulent, and flouriOting : a

canal from the Tigris fupplics it with water; and it has feveral mofques, one extremely

magnificent, which was formerly a Greek church; and feveral fpacious and commodious

'bazars or markets, and caravanferas. Near the city is a chapel, which is reputed to be

the place of Job's interment.

Over the Tigris is a ftone-brldge; though the river is fordable here, except when it is

fwelled by rains and the melting of the (aow on the mountains, when it is only paflable

by means of this bridge.

The neighbouring country is pleafant, but not fertile immediately round the city, pro-

dnchng for exportation only tobacco and. galls i at fome little diftance it is extremely fruit-

ful, fupplying (he markets with excellent provifions of bread, animal tlcfh, and winc} the

pigeons are faid to be peculiarly large and delicate.

Here are very confiderable manufactures of various kinds, particularly for drcffing and

dyeing thofe guat-lkins which are almoftuniverfally known in Europe under thedenomi^

nation of Turky leather. The water of the River Tigris is faid to poflefs qualities admi-

rably fuited to dyeing this leather, and improving the grain of it; and dyes prepared here

for cotton and linen cloths are alio reputed to afford more lively and lafling colours than

' thofe of anv other part of Afia.

The inhabitants of Diarbcc arc efleemed more courteous anJ police than thofe of any

other city of Altan Tucky; as aproof of which, they are remaikiblu for treating the wo-

men with lefs feverity than ufual, indulging ihi.m with more freedom of converfation, and

not excluding them totally from the inauagement of their families, and thofe other domef-

tic employments in which the ftifter fex may be fo ufcfully and happily engaged.

This city is governed by a bcglerbeg, who is alfo viceroy over a confiderable part of the

-province, including feveral inferior governments^ he alfo commands a very large force,

reported to be no lefs than twenty thoufand horfe and foot, whn are difperlcd tliroughout

the province for the purpofe of repelling the Tartars and Curdcs, numerous parties of

whom frequently make incurfions into it, plundering and defolating the country, and

leading the inhabitants captive.

The province of Turcomania was anciently known by the name of Armenia Ma]or;

jmd is bounded to the north by Georgia and part of Natolia; on the cafl, by Media, a

province of Perfui by Diarbec and CurdiHan on the fouthj and is divided from another

part of Natolia by the River Euphrates on the weft.

This country is extremely mountainous, a chain of hills, which are covered with fnow

even in the month of June, running through the midft of it; hence the climate is cold,

the foil in general unfruitful, though there are fome vallies tolerably fertile, and the fruits

of the earth and harveft of grain extremely backward. Nor does the earth yield any of

it's produce in great plenty or perfection, nor at any rate without great lubour and toil:

fuch parts of the country as lie near the rivers being watered by channels cut from them,

and the more remote parts being tefrefhcd by the hand like gardens } and ttii* is abfo-

lutely
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lutely necefTary as the land is fo much impregnated with nitrous fairs, that without a

conftant fupply of moiflure, the roots ot' every plant and grain would be burnt up and de-

ftroyed ; though the furrows are made immcnll-l y deep by ploughing with eight or ten oxax

at a time, to mix the dry and fandy earth of the t'urf.icc with that which lying lower re-

mains in a more humid ftate.

And as bountiful Nature has in moft cafes fuppiied the peculiar wants of each country

and climate, fo :his province is watered by an amazing number of rivers; fuch as the

I'igris, the Euphrates, the Araxes, the Lycus, and feveral others ; which rifing in the

mountains of Marufius, Antitaurus, and ethers, whufc names are hardly known with pre-

cifion, flow through this province, and alTord thofe fuppttes of water, which from the na-

ture of the foil arc fo very particularly required.

At the foot of the great chain of mountains, in 40 degrees latitude, at the diilance of

five days journey to the fouthward of the Black Sea, and ten from the fiontiers of Perfla,

(lands the city of Erzcrum or Arzcrom, the capital of Turcomania.

This city is fituate at the extremity of a plain of confiderable extent, which is rather

more fruitful in grain than other parts of the province } though the harveft is late, fcldom

beginning till, the month of September, notwithftanding the wheat ripens in about two

months after it is fown, and the barley in half the time.

7'his city is alfo inclofcd with double walU, like many others in the eftft, and thofe are

ftrengthened by towers, and furrounded by ditches, which tre neither of fufficient depth

for defence, nor kept in any order. Above the town is a caftle, which is the refidcncc of

the aga of the janifaries, a numerous body of whom arc kept in garrtfon here : indeed,

[ the principal part of the Turkifli inhabitants procure this commander, for a fum of money>

to enroll their names amorg this body ; by which they obtain the privilege of opprefling

the Chriftians, and commit' ing all forts of enormities, with the fame impunity as they arc

pra£lifed by the regular /inifarics, whofc pay not being above ten pence to the higheft,

and defcending fo low as wo pence half-penny to thofe of inferior rank, is infufficicnt to

fupply thofe extravagancies in which they arc difpofed to indulge. The Turkifli bafla, who *

is viceroy or governor of the province, rcfidcs here in a very indifferent palace, and has the

care of the revenues, .ind the adminiilration of judice.

Erzerum is a place of very confiderable trade, and fome manufaifitures. The former con-

flfls of vefTels of copper, brafs, and mixt metals, which arc dii,]: out of the bowels of the

neighbouring mountains ; us alfu mjddcr for dying, caviare, (whicji is made of the fpawn

of flurgeons) galls, furrs, and opium; the latter, offilk^, printed or ftained calicoes, and

leather both yellow anu red. It i-. aUb a great thoroughfare for caravans to and from

Perfia to Aleppo, and to Trcbifond on the Black Sea, in the w.iy to Conftantinoplc.

And the Grand Signior draws .-» confidcrnble tribute from the travellers who compofe

thefe caravans ; e.ich of whom (not being a Turi:} pays a capitation of Ave crowns, if he

only paffes through the country, and either five per cent, on the amount of his cargo of

merchandize, or the value of twenty pounds for each camel's load : but if the caravans

enter the city, the duty is confidcrahly augmented ; the pall<:nger paying an additional

five crowns for himfclf, and nine percent, on his merchandize j two thirds of which
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is gathered for the Grand Signior, and the remaining third is the pcrquifite ot the

bafla.

The fudden changes from extreme heat to intcnfe cold, are attended with peculiar in-

conveniences in this city; which (landing in a Tandy plain, has no wood for fuel nearer

than two or three days journey, the plain itfelf not affording a tree or bufli : the inhabitants

of this city are therefore reduced to the difagrccablc nccefllty of fupplying this want by

burning cow-dung, and the excrement of other beads ; this not only occafions a very difa-

greeable fmell, but communicates an unpleafant tafte to the milk, and all the other pro-

vifions, which would otherwife be good in their different kinds. The only eatables which

do not necefTarily partake of this naufeous flavour, are the fruits; which are delightful, but

arc principally brought from the adjoining province of Georgia.

The water is excellent, falling from the hills in many fmall rivulets, and after fupplying

the town, watering the adjacent fields : but they make no good wine, nor are their fpirits

preferable ; notwithflanding which, the Turks of this place enforce fo flri£lly the law of

Mahomet, that neither the one or the other is to be procured without great difficulty.

Van, another city of Turcomania, is fituate near a lake of the fame name, in 44 de-

grees 30 minutes eafl longitude, and 38 degrees 30 minutes north latitude. The town,

which is large and populous, is fituatc at the foot of a mountain, on the craggy top of

which is a caflle which is deemed impregnable, and is garrifoned by a conAderable num-
ber of troops, under the command of a beglerbeg, who governs this place and eight or

nine fmaller towns, each of which has a fangiac or fub-governor,who is accountable for his

conduct to the beglerbeg of Van. The lake is extenfive, being reputed to be four days

journey, or one hundred and fifty miles in circumference : there are feveral fmall iflands in it,

and two which are faid to contain villages and monafteries of Armenian monks, and are called

Lirodafi and Adareton. Many rivers empty themfelves into this lake ; which, however,

does not appear to have any outlet or difcharge : it abounds with excellent fiih of various

kinds; one in particular, which being pickled like the anchovy, is exported in large quanti-

ties, and conflitutes a conAderable part of the provifion of thofe who inhabit this town and

it's neighbourhood.

Cars, or Kars, lies on a river from whence it borrows it's name, though the Turks

call it Azem, in 44 degrees of eaft longitude, and 41 degrees 30 minutes north latitude;

it is the neareft town in this province to the frontiers of Perfia, and is about one hundred

miles from Trebifond ; the city is of an oblong form, about two miles in circumference,

and furrounded by a double wall, but is very meanly built, and thin of inhabitants : it has,

however, a flrong cattle on an inaccefftble mountain, in which an aga refides with a nu-

merous garrifon. The Chriftians are much more numerous in this place than the Maho-
metans ; and though the religion of the latter has the fandlionof public authority, yet they

fcem to exercife fomeof thtir religious ceremonies with a degree of rcfhaint, and particu-

larly their ablutions, which they perform in fccret places, under pretence that the Chriflians,

if they could difcover their baths, would pollute them, by applying the water to common
offices. Two kinds of robbers are faid to infeft this town and neighbourhood: the firft

fort plunder travellers, under the pretence of cuftom or tribute ; the latter are banditti,

r.'ko plead no other authority for their depredations than the force of arms.

The

m
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The merchants of Armenia are not only known throughout all ihc ra((, but are to be

found in all the commercial countries of Europe, tranfatfling mercantile bufinefs both on

their own accounts, and as agents fur others, with great judgment, probity, and exatSlncf.*.

In making their bargains, they employ a bruk'^r} whofe bufmcfs is to look on whilil the

buyer tenders to the feller the money he means to ofFcr, accompanying it with many voci-

ferous proteftations of it's being the utmoll value of the commodity on Tile : the fcllcr,

however, rejedls the firft ofFcr, with declarations equally warm, of the infiifEcicncy of the

ofF^r; upon which the buyer adds, the feller again rcfufes, and the friixidly but noify alter-

cation continues, till the broker approves of tiie terms i who then grafps the hand of the

owner of the goods, and by fceming force compels the feller to take up the proftlred money.

The Armenian merchants, who arc rLfidciu in various parts of India, arc fuppofed to be the .

moft opulent and cxtenfive traders in the world -, and great numbers of them arc rcfident in

the Britifh fettlcments, and under the prutedlion of the different governments of the Eng~
li(h Ead India company.

I'he religion of the Armenians, the pra£tice of which is not confined to this particular

province, but fpreads throughout great pnrt of the Turkifli t!ominions, as well as in Periia,.

differs materially from the Latin, and in fome refpcAs from the Greek churches, though ic,

approaches neareft to that communion.

The Armenians have two patriarchs, and many archbifliops, biOiops, and priefts of dif-<

fcrent orders: fome lead monallic lives, and arc of the order of Saint Bafii; and thcfe are

prohibited from marriage, in which all their other clergy are indulged once, but they are

forbid to marry a fccond timcj nor is a pricft permitted to cxcrcife the facred functions

during the firft fcven days after he is ntarried, or at any future time, without king feparated

from his wife a certain number of days, both before and after. The clergy are ordained fo

young as eighteen ; but they arc at fuil admitted to the inferior offices only, and rife in the
minilhy by dcgrres, according to their learning and dtmeanor.

The monks lead very auflerc and mortified lives, and the whole people keep more fre--

qucnt fafts than any other church i at Icaft one half the year they ablfain from animal food
and fif}», and on every day which is fct apart as a faft, they refrain fiom all fuftenance till

the evening, and then they only indulge in bread and r<.ois, or htrb,-, without oil; nor is this

fevcrity to be difpcnfcd with, even on otc;Ulons of fickncfs ; and to lucli a Icnirth do they
carry this penance, that inflanccs have been known where the fiik liavo rcfiifed nouriOiment

.

at the adlual expencc of their lives.

Their opinions with refj^dt to tranfubOanliatioji, arc conformable to thofe of the Greek
church; like the members of which, thty Jib dip the bread in the wint, and adminiftef
the Lord's fuppcr in both kinds ; but thiy do not mingle water with the wine; following
as they fay, the example of our Saviour, who at the infHtution of this facrament dranic
and adminifteicd it to his d'Tciples pure and unmixed. I'he breed is made without leaven

in the form of fmall round cakes; and tiie whole congregation, without diftindion, oar-
take of this communion, even children of two or three yrars old. During the Lent they
do not celebrate the Lord's Supper ; nor doej the pi ill Liy mafs in public, buc in a part

of the church divided from the ttngregation by a curtain, whero he repeats all the fervice

in a low voice, except the golpd and creed, which he reads aloud.

Their ,
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Their churches have only one altar, and the choir is fomewhat ralfed above the body o(

the church, the floors of both being covered with carpets, which is abfolutely neceflary, as

the Armenians never enter a place of divine worfliip with their fhocs on ; they ufe muiic

in their churches, and the whole congregation join in finging parts of the fervice. After

reading the gofpe!, certain little bells arc rung} in which, as well as in burning tapers or

Ininps on the nit.ir, they feem to follow the Latin or Roman Catholic church; however,

the Armenian Chriftians totally deny the fupremacy of the pope.

'I'hey believe that the fouls of the righteous, after death, will remain in a (late of reft

till the general judgment, unconfcious of any other fatisfaftion than what arifcs from

the reflediion of a pall life of virtue : the wicked they confign to immediate punifliment

in hell.

They have feveral ftrangc traditions, which are received as articles of faith: among

others, they believe, that during the pregnancy of the Blefled Virgin, her fifter Salome

charged her with incontinence, and the Virgin having defired her to lay her hand on her

belly, a flame of Are iflued from it, and confumed great part of Salome's arm ; but being

dire(5ted to place the remaining part of the limb on the fame place, it was immediately

reftorcd.

They alfo aflcrt, that Judas, after having betrayed bis Mafter, refolved to hang himfelf

;

and conceived hopes of efcaping the deferved punifhment of 'lis iniquity, by the defcent

of our Saviour into hell, who he believed would fet free all the fouls he fhould find there;

but that the devil, aware of his craft, held him by the heel till Chrift had vifited thofe in-

fernal regions, and then let him drop in.

The Armenians deny the divifion of the divine and human nature in the pcrfon of

Chrift, aflerting that they are united as the foul and body of man.

Many of the fuperftitions have crept in among thefe Chriftians; fuchas holding certain

days lucky or unlucky, and refufing "o undertake any bufmefs on fuch as are deemed un-

propitious ; they alfo, like the Turks, efteem fome particular animals, and in particular

dogs, unclean, and confider the touch of them as a pollution.

In the adminiftration of baptifm they provide only one godfather, and he ufually anfwers

for all the children of the fame parents ; becaufe marriages with thefe fpiritual relations is

prohibited even to the fourth degree : fo that if a male and female of diflerent families have

the fame godfather, they are forbid to marry ; and for this reafon a man is feldom defired to

perfdrm this ofllice to more than one family.

The child is carried to church by the mother, or fome other woman of the family, from

whom the prieft takes it and plunges it three times quite naked into a veftel of water,

repeating a form fimilar to that dire£led in the liturgy of the Church of England, and

beginning with *• J baptize thee in the name of the FatheVy Sony and Holy Ghojl:" after

which the Armenian priefts, as well as thofe of the Greek church, anoint the head, mouth,

ftomach, neck, hands, and feet, of the infant, with an oil which is prepared by the pa-

triarchy of odoriferous plants and flowers, and aromatic fpices and drugs; which is confe-

crated by thefe pontiffs, and difperfcd among the other bifhops and inferior clergy, at acon-

fuierable price, which is flill advanced to the parents of the baptized children.

After
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After thofe ceremonies have been performed, it iscluathed, and being cariied to the altar,

the facramcnt is given to it, by putting a bit of the facrameiitiil biead, which has been

dipped in the wine, into the infant's mouth; after which the godfather wraps it in a maiir

tie, which is ufually a prcfcnt from him on the occafion, and carries the child fi'om the

church to the houfc of the parents, preceded by the piicilK, who bear a crofs in proceffion,

and others with tapers burning, and all riiigin;r certain portions of the holy gofpel ; this

part of their devotion being accompanied by mufic provided by the father of the child fcr

this purpote ; and the day is fpent in feftivity, as is cuftomary in mod Chriftian countries.

Contracts of marriage are made between parents in behalf of their children, even whilfl

they are yet in a ftate of infancy : and this cuftom is faid to arifc from the apprehcnAons of

thofe whofe daughters are handfome, that they might be forced from them to fill the lift of

beauties in fome great man's hSram } a violence from which they are efFe*flually fecured b/

this meafure, even the Turks holding the marriage vow a fucred guard againft this kind of

fpoil i but though thcfe marriages are contraAed fo early, they are nut celebrated till the

parties are of a proper age, the young couple in the mean time remaining with their refpe£tive

parents ; a prefent of fome garment, fuited to the rank and condition of the parties, being

yearly prefented to the bride by the bridegroom, at the feftival of Eadcr, by way of renew*

ing and confirming the engagement.

On the day appointed by the parents (the young people being never confulted on this

occafion) for the performance of the marriage ceremony, the bridegroom, mounted on

horfeback, and accompanied by his relations and friends, attends the bride at her father's

houfe ; who, upon this vifit, gets alfo on horfeback, veiled and drefled for the purpofe, and

being joined by many of her friends, who at well as thofe of the bridegroom hold lighted

torchM in their hands, the whole company proceed to the church, at the door of which

they difmount, and the bridegroom leads the bride to the altar, where the prieft, having

placed them clofe together, face to face, lays the book on both their heads, whilft he reads

the fervice from it; after which he pronounces a nuptial benediAion, and a number of

mufical inftruments inftantly ftrike up, and accompany the new-married couple and their

friends, as they return in the fame order to the houfe provided for their future refidence
;

though this return in procciEon is fometimes difpenfcd with, for the purpofe ^r admitting

the bride and bridegroom to the facrament immediately after the ceremony: however, an
entertainment is always provided, the magnificence and elegance of which is fuited to the

circumftances and fituation of the parties ; but the male and female friends, as well as the

bride and bridegroom, regale in different apartments, though they all join in conducting the

principals of the feaft to the bridal chamber, where they receive the felicitations, and invo*

cations for happinefs, of all their guefts.

Soon after the wedding, the parents of the bride fend her portion to the bridegroom's

houfe, in a fort of proceffion, attended with mufic. This is proportioned to the condition

of the friends, and the fituation of the bridegroom : among the great and opulent, it not

only conftfts of cabinets and boxes, filled with cloaths, trinkets, and fometimes fruits and
fweetmeatt, but alfo gold and filver coins, and jewels } however, the payment of the por-

tion is fometimet deferred till the birth of a child, at which time a rich cradle, with all

R nccefTary
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crops } but the fertility of the foil repays his labour in a profufion of corn, ctr.iin, and fruit!),

which are faid to equal if not excel in goodnefs the productions of any country in the

world. The apples and pears rival the chuiced of thofj fruits which can be procured in

Europe : the pomegr.nnates arc faid to be of cxquifite flavour ; and the vines, which twine-

round the branches of the trees, bear clullcrs of grapes of the ino(l luxuriant growth, which

afford dulicious wines, in fuch aftcnifliing plenty, that three hundred weight of the firU

growth, and in thehigheft p:rfedtion, fells only for a fum equal to tight fliilliiigs : nor arc

the Georgians ubftemious in the ufe of this precious liquor, they quaff large draughts of it

daily, and on feftivious occaflons indulge in the mo(l unbounded exccfs ; even the gravelt

of their clergy drink to inebriety, and actually encourage their congregations to celebrate

the great feftivals of Chriftmasand Eaftcr in this fpecies of debauchery.

Nor are the morals and manners of the Georgians Kfs ccnfurabic in many other refpeclsj

though the men are naturally hardy, brave, faithful, and focial, yet thcfc excellent qua-

lities are drowned in a deluge of vice, immorality, and difllp.ition : drunkcnnefs, luxury,

and incontinence, are fo far from being edeemed crimes, that thufe who profcfs to tench

the Chriftian religion, are votaries to the pleafures of the bottle and the tabic, plunge

headlong into all the eft'eminacy and indolence of Ada, and keep the moU beautiful Haves

they can purchafe, as avowed concubines, without fcandal or difgrnce ; and all ranks,

orders, and conditions of men, following the pernicious example, nut only indulge in the

fame enormities, but add to them fraud, falfliood, and the keencft principles of infatiablc

revenge.

Both fexes are celebrated for the beauty of their perfons. Travellers have aflcrtcd, that

it is uncommon to meet an ordinary man or woman in a journey through the whole
country ; the females, in particular, are fo exquifttely beautiful, and nature has adorned

them with fuch a profufion of charms, that they aie altogether irrcAUiblc. They arc in

general rather tall, perfeAly formed and proportioned, and naturally grntcci and elegant:

yet they are faid to fully the brighteft complexions, and f|M)il the loveliell faces in the

univerfe, by a load of paint ; and, what is ftill worfo, their minds are rcprefented as depraved

and vicious, and their dcHres warm, without the reftraints of education, or the guard of

innate virtue.

The Georgians are alfo faid to be vain and oftcntntious, and in the praiflice of every

fpecics of diflipation to aflume an exterior appearance ^f great gravity ; yet they are allowed

to poflefs, in general, civility approaching to politencfe, and to be in many rcfpeds gene-

rous and friendly : indeed, it is fomcwhat difficult to fix a charadcr on fuch an afll-mblage

of people of different nations as the inhabitants of Georgia, who are compofed of Mufco-
vites, Tartars, Greeks, Indians, Perfians, Turks, and Armenians. 'I'he latter arc fup-

pofed to equal the native Georgians in number ; and, being addidUd to m«;rchandife, and

more indullrious than them, polTefs greater riches, and arc employed in many of the

offices of ftate; for which they arc in general better qualiHcd by education than the Geor-

gians, as well as by their being lefs abandoned to pleal'ure and vice : yet the natives afFefl

to defpife the Armenians, cUfling them as merctunts, beneath the mechanics; who, they

fay, are oufters of fome particular arts, whereas merchants are to be confidered as mere

fvrvanti
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fttvanti or agents employed to fell and buy the fruits of the mechanic^ ingenuity ; the huf-

bnndman they rank above cither, as following an occupation of the ^reateft antiquity, and

of more immediate importuncc to the exigence of mankind.

I'hc great men are faid to be defpoiic over their vaflals, exacting from them the iitmod

fruits of their labours, and fcarce leaving them the means of exigence : fo that in a country

which abounds with all the n'^ceHaries of life, the greater part of the inhabitants are de-

barred from ths ufc of them, to gratify the vanity, feed the luxury, and pamper the appe-

tites, of thufc whofc fituation (hould induce them to be the protc<5\ois, and not the perfc-

ciiturs, of their Icfs fortunate dependants; who, on the contrary, are doomed to fee their fons

dragged to flavery, and their daughters to infamy, by the mercilefs hands of the f; petty

tyrants Nor have they any other means of avoiding this laft fpccies of cppreflion, than by

coMtraiSting early marriages between their children ; a fanclion to which their maflcr^:,

brutal as they are, generally pay fome regard.

The prevailing religion of Georgia is undoubtedly the Chriftian, which faith Hera-

cliu', the prefent prince of this country, is faid to profefs; but travellers are filent as

to what particular church the Georgians incline, or what particular ceremonies or forms

of worlhip are obferved by them: we are only informed, that they build their churches in

remote places, and on the fummiti of high hilts and mountains, that they may be fcen at a

didancc, and that they ufc bells in them to call the congregations together, who are how-

ever faid to frequent them but fclJom, being content with looking at them without ap-

proaching to them.

It has alfo been reported, that the prince who we have mentioned above, has made fome

efforts to civilize his fubjeAs, and to banifli thofe vices and impurities which have long dif-

graced his country : but with the fuccefs of thefe laudable attempts we are wholly unac-

quainted, few European nations having any communication with this part of Alia, and

the intelligence cafually received from it, is neither in general very interefting, nor much to

be depended on.

The capital of this province is Teflis, which is fituated in the 43d degree of north la-

titude, on the banks of the river Kur, at the foot of a mountain } and is governed by a

prince, who, though a native of this province, and nominal fovcreign of it, hath been, at

diiierent times, tributary both to the Turks and Perftans, but of late years hath been fubje£l

tothelatter power, though the former ftill claim the dominion of this country.

It is faid to be a large and ftrong city, furrounded by a wall, except where it is wafhetl

by the river, and defended by a large fortrefs, which lies on the declivity of the hill, and

contains within it's walls an arfenal, and a public fquare, in which a market is held, which

is plentifully fupplied with excellent provifions of all kinds; the cattle of this country

Iwing equally numerous and delicious : the pork in particular, which is the chief animal

food of the inhabitants of the whole province, is faid to be peculiarly fine and whole-

fomr. This country alfo abounds with wild boars, and the flefli of thefe animals is efteemed

dainty.

Teflis is thought to contain about twenty thoufand inhabiunts; and has fourteen

churches, fix of which aie refenred for the Georgian worfliip, and the remaining eight

are
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are dcdiealtd to that of the Armenians ; there is nlfo a cathedral church built with Row,

which is called Sion, and is rcpreicnted as a ftrui^iurc of fome elegance, having four njvcs

or ailes, with a dome in the midll lupportcd by four pillars of great magnitude: nor havi?

the Mahometans a Angle mofque in the city, though they have been ut ail timet the fupreiiii;

mafters of it; bilt the ficuation of this province induces both Turk!i and I'crfians, us they

have by turns fubdued it, to grant the inhabi'ants all manner of indulgences in religious

matters, even to the expofureof wine and fwine'^ flcfti, two very ofFc-nfive articKs to the

folio. (Ts of M:ihomct, in the public Itrcets and markets ^ and the ufu of bells in th^

churches, which is another abomination to thofc ot that faith.

The palace, which is the rcfldcnce of the prim c, is faid to be well built, and to have

fpacious apartments, open to beautiful gardrni; on the banks ot the river: thefe gardens are

faid to contain aviaries, (locked with a great variety of birds, and a magnificent falconry
i

and before that front of the palace which faces the town, is a giand fqtiarc, in which a

thoufand horfe may be drawn up, and which is furrounded by fhups of di/feient artificers

and tradcfmen. The vifier has alfo a good houfc, and the markets and caravanfcras ars

handfume buildings, hut the houfcs of the ordin.try inhabitants are low and mean, and the

Greets ill paved | fome of the moft opulent have plialant houfcs in gardens at fome little

ditlance from the city.

Here are handfcNnc baths, both hot and cold, which are much rcforted to, and conflitute

the principal amufement of the inhabititnts of Tefli« ; and fome Italian capuchins have a

tolerable convent here, who pra£life phyftc, receiving from Rome an annual pcnfion, but

not fuflicient for their maintenance. Thefe friars undertake the cure of the Tick upon tlie

true principles of quackery, receiving their reward only in cafe of fuccefs} and, indeed, they

arc in all refpe^lt mere pretenders to medical knowledge.

We have already obferved that this province, being 'he frontier of Turkey and Perfia,

hath frequently changeil it's fupreme mafters : the lad conqueft of it it faid to have been

made by the Perfians, who allow the reigning prince an annual falary towards his fup-

port, and by way of fuLfidy ; hefidcs which he has a confiderable revenue: ariftng from his

hereditary property in lands, the rents of which are, however, always paid in the produce,

fuch as cattle, wine, grain, wax, fruits, and vegetables ; and he alfo levies a duty on
brandy and melons, and a tribute of a Qieep from every family, (the number of whom are

faid to exceed forty thoufand) by way of hearth-money : he has likewife fome cuftom on
gunpowder, a confiderable quantity of which is made in this country, the mountains af»

fording faltpetre in great abundance.

The clergy are paid very liberally, not by the living, but the dead ; for, at the death of a

Georgian, the bifhop requires one hundred crowns for performing the funeral rites ^ and
this extravagant demand muft at any rate be fatisfied, though the wife and children of the

deceafed fliould be fold to difcharge it, which it frequently the cafe : and when the bifhop

or prieft has thus received his fee, he lays a letter on the breaft of the corpfe, requiring

Saint Peter to admit the foul of the deceafed to themanfions of the bleflld ; a fituation to

which he it intitled by the gcnerofity of his furviving friends. A ftmilar cuftom alfo

prevails among the Mahometans of thii country i the pricfts of which religion difpatch
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the like pafTport, addreflcd to their prophet, by thofe for whom this favour it procured

in the fame way } nor is it cary to difcovur whether this piece of priedcraft originated in the

ChrifHan or Mahometan religion.

The language of Georgia is aflerted by fome travellers to be peculiar to this province,

and to be foft, harmonious, and cxprcflivc ; but others fpcak of it as a dialed! of the

Arabic, corrupted by the mixture of words from the various languages of the very different

inhabitants. And fcvcral writers agree in fixing the paradifc of the flrft pair in fome part

of this province i
which, for fertility, beauty, and ferenity of air, feems better intitlcd to

claim this honour, than the barren, dry, and rocky country of Palcfline.

The Georgians concern themfelves but little with commerce, which is chiefly carried on

by Armenians : the produce of the country is raw filk and furrs of various kinds, and fome

of great value ; they alfo make a conftderable quantity of linfeed-oilj but the greater part of

it is confumcd in the country. When the native Georgians fell any of thefe commodities,

they do it by way of barter, exchanging their own goods for the produce of other coun-

tries; and the fame method is alfo generally purfued in their interior trade, where proviftons

of all kinds are bartered for cloathing, and fuch other necefTaries as will fupply the want*

of the peafant and hufbandman ; fo that little money pafTes in this country, except what i*

brought into it by the Armenian merchants, and but a fmall part of that becomes current.

Nor are the Georgians well acquainted with fuch calculations as are abfolutely necefTary

to the carrying on tradej being in general fo totally ignorant of figures and arithmetic^

that few of them can count an hundred; which is the more extraordinary, as the numerical

figures now ufed in £urope,are faid to have been firft invented in the neighboinring country

of Arabia, or fome other part of the Eaft.

Hut there is one fpecies of traffic in which the Georgians themfelves engage, though it

is ot' a nature fo abhorrent that it is a difgrace to human nature, and levels thofe pretended

profcflbrs of Chriflianity with the lowefl and mofl ignorant of the race of man.

For, in this country of univerfal flavery, even the children arc the property of the parents;

and being transferable at pleafure, in common with the beafh of the field, they are, like

them, cxpofcd to public fale, and I'acriticed to the lull of the bigheft bidder, togratify the

avarice, or flatter the ambition, of the unfeeling authors of their exiflenee.

The beauty of the Georgian females, renders them dcfirable objedls for the purchafe of

thofe who are employed to fupply the harams of the great, either at Conflantinople or

other great towns of the empire. The ufual agents on fuch occafions are Jews, who
travcrfe the whole province, culling the faired flowers they can find, at almofl any price

that is demanded for them ; and as fome of thefe victims are at times oflered up at the

fhrine of the Grand Signior, his vifier, and other officers of flate, the principal perfons of

the province enter into this deteflablc commerce, and furrender their blooming offsprings

to be carried in bondage to diflant countries, for purpofes which real ChrifHanity would

fliuddcr at ; not only for the fake of prefent emolument, but from the diflant hope that

their daughters may fill the arms of fome great and powerful pcrfonage, by whofe good

offices they may be introduced to places of trufl and lucrative public employments; and

with, this view the perfons of all the female youth of this country arc prefcrved with tha

trndcrefl
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lendtreft care from every bbfl which might nip the early bud of beauty : and the praJHce

of inoculaticii, now (o happily introduced in the wcAcrn world, owes it's origin to this

bafe and unnatural intention.

Nor is the Tale of the human fpecies confined to the female pait of it only ; the youths,

who arc educated in the feraglio of the Grand Signior, and Btted cither fur jatiifaric!!, or

for public offices, are moHly purchafed in this country ; and Chriflian parents, for the- fak.-

of gain, part with their infant font to be in(lru£ted in the religion of Mahomet, and

too probably to fatisfy the unnatural paflions of fome debauched and lafciviout Turk.

Mingrelia, which was anciently called Colchis, is bounded on the call by Mount
Caucafus and the kingdom of Imaretta, by part of the province of Georgia on the fouth,

by the lilack Sea on the wed, and by Circaflia on the north. The ancient Colchis was of

great extent, reaching from the Palus Maotis, or Sea of Afoph, to Iberia ; but the limits

of the prefent province of Mingrelia are much more confined, extending only about one

kujidrcd and ten miles in length, and firty in breadth.

It is well watered by a variety of i; vers, all of which empty themfelvcs into the Euxine

or Black Sea i but none of them are of ..ny,confequence, except the Codaurs and the Rione,

which were the ancient Corax and Phafis, at the mouth of which laft-mcntioned river,

Colchos, the capital of Colchis, was once fituated.

This country is mountainous and woody ; fome of the vallies and plains are cultivated,

but far the greater part of them remain in a ftate of nature.

Though the air of Mingrelia may be faid to be temperate, the heat of fummcr being

feldom exceffive, or the cold of the winter intenfe } yet the great falls of rain in the fpring

of the year, occafioned by the height of the mountains throughout the province, which

break the clouds and bring almoft a deluge on the low-lands, being fuccceded by a con-

tinued fun-fhinc and drought, the air is. rendered unwholefome, and pcftiJcntiul difeafcs are

common in the autumnal feafon. The foil is apparently indifferent, and very littlccorn is

produced in this country; but this may perhaps be more owing to mifnianagemenc and

indolence, than to any natural defeift or want of fertility in ihc earth : for they fow their

wheat and barley without ploughing the land; allcdging, in cxcufc fur their lazincfs, that

if they were toftir it when it i&fo faturated with moidtire, it would become loo foft to

fupport the ftalk of the grain ; they, therefore, fow very fmall <]u.intitics of the grains lad-

mentioned, but depend principally on another, which they c.-ill gomm, and which is

almoft as fmall as millet; and of this they make a kind of paAe, which is fubftituted for

bread, and is agreeable to the tafte, and extrtmely wholcfumc, being of a cooling and Ijixativc

quality. For this grain they plough the land with pluughihnrcs made of wood, which
in this foft and light foil anfwer the purpofc as well as thofe of iron : they alfb cultivate

rice, and fow confiderable quantities of millet; but fo little wheat or barley, that the

bread made from the former of thcfc grains is eftccmtd a dainty, and rcfcrv i J f.^r the t4ble«

of the wealthy.

Like other mountainous countrie*, vegetables arc fcarce here, and the fruits badly ripened

and ill-flavoured; an exception, however, is to be made in favour of the grapes, which
ut delicious, and arc produced on vines, the ftems of which grow round the trunks of tall

trees,
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<rcc?, ami <lic braiichts afcenJ to the tops of them ; nor are the inhabitants of this coantrv

•C~^ ignor;iMt as not to know the \ik of them} they malcc excellent wine, with the goedncft

4;f whi':li tlv y iicm p.rftclly acquaiiUed, by the quantities which they confume; for, tiiough

it i< made in ,- eat pltnty, no p.-irt of it is ever exportvd.

Tin: piu,-;(ions arec'>"J| and in great variety, beef and pork are the ordinary food of the

animal kiid, and the \n(i is eftccmed the fwceteft and moft wholelbme of r'le fiirt in th«

world. Thfv h;ivc uUb the venifoii of the fallow-ilecr and the hart, with wild boars an4
hates in the forefts, and j^.jats upon the mouritain^^ though the flefh of the latter is not

lield in high edimation, bein;; generally lean and ill-flavoured : but the country aboutids

in pheafants, partridges, quails, river-(bw!, and pigeons; of which latter they take valt

numbers with nets in the I'ummcr fvafoj, when they are fat, exquifitely talted, and as

large as middio-fi'/.ed chickens. I'he norfes vf Mingrelia ar: fwift and hardy, and *tc. kspt

jn grca'c numbers <«ich liti''^ex%ence; not being ihod or fed with corn, but fubfiftiog on

the pailure of the valiies in th< lunimer, and b: owfing on tlm tops oi' the flirubs ajid plants

of the mountains in the wintt-.

Thcjc forctb and mountains, and particularly Mount Caucafus, prudu<:e an incredible

number ofwild bcaftsi fuch as lions, tigers, teopards^and tvolves: th« latter frequently defcend

into the plains, and ravage the inhabited partsof the province, Jeftroying; the cattle, and

diiiurbing the inhabitants by their bowlings; but neither thofc, or any of the other kinds,

atl.'\ck man, unlefs f.hcy are provoked by wounds or oppoficion } nor docs it appear that

hunger will urge them to d:ftroy the human fpeciei, though they will prey on the carcafe

after it has been deprived of life, either by themfelves when they are ilimiUated by piua* or

vhcn they find it dead by any other accident.

The men a.'e ftout, ruimft andhvdyi and, except the ccclcuadicv keep their beards

{haved clote, or extirtiate the greater part of them, by plucking up the ha <- by the roots

;

they alfo (have the crown of the head, and crop fliort the other parts of it. The cloathing

of the common people conftfh of a felt or (kin dreflcd in the way of the country, of a trian-

gular f'^rm, with a hole at one :orner of it tothruft the head through; and this wretched

garment is turned round, and oppofed to that quarter trom whence thr, wind blows, or the

rain is driven : beneath this they ^^'ear a Ihirt, which is tucked into a ^ir of 0rait breechei^

their feet are covered with fandals, made of the raw hide of a buffalo, which they <ace on

with thongs of the fame (kin ; and when the Inow lies on the ground, fhcy have a kind

of fnow-ihoes, which being light, and fpreading much wider than «heir (ectf prevent

their flnking. All ranks wear on their heads caps or bonnets of (kin or felt, which the

affluent line vrii-h (ine furrs for the winter; but the poorer fort are To careful of this part of

their drefs, that if thi?y arc caught in a (hower of rain, they preferve their bor.ncts from

the wet, by putting them under fome other part of their wretched apparfl, exp^^ftng theu

naked heads to the llorm, to fave their head-dreifes from injury.

Nor are the Min;rrclians more n^at and cleanly, than elegant in their drclTes: the gar*

ments arc (o con(lru<£ied &« to laft a year, during which they are feidom wafhnl above

three or four times; fo that they arc frequently infefted with vrtrmiii, and at all timeft (o

ofFcnfivc tu the fenfc of fntcltinjf, that thofe who are unaccuftomcd to their company, find

themfelves much at a lof* to fiipport the cflfeit of the powerful effluvia.

The
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The womfn conform !n drcfs to the Pcrfian fafliions ; and, as they are generally liandloim',

and have fine hair, which they cur) with taftc and ingenuity, the Mingrcliaii ladies arc

(o very far from being d'fagrecablc ordifguftful objects, that a traveller can hardly conceive

them capable of cohabiting with the hufbands whom vvc have jiift dcP ribcd.

But little ornamented as are the perfons of the Mingrclians, their minds arc ftill l:U

adorned; they are fierce, cruel, and deceitful : praftifcd in private thift, and public rapine,

they glory in thefcfavage accompli(hments. Though they profcfsChriflianily, they main-

tain the iawfulntfs of having a number of Vv-ives, on principles of intereft ; and aflcrt, that

a numerous offspring is a ble/IIng, becaufe the fale of thtir children furniflies them with

articles of convenience and luxury : but if their progeny incrcafc too fa ft, and the ofR-rs

ofpurchafedo not equal the fcecundity of their laili.s, they murder the young bioo»l

without compun£lion. Nor do they fhcw more humanity to the aged and ficlc, whom they

difpatch with as little ceremony, wb.r they arc fjjjpofed to b.' paft recovery ; vindicating

ihcir cruelly, by arguing that they only rclcue then from mi (cry and (huitcn lives

which could only be productive of additional pain and wn'tchednefs.

The women are faid to be lively, witty, and cumplaifant j but they arc alfo roprcfer.ted

as proud, vain, and libidinous: nor are they under any rcftraint in the indulgence of their

paflionsi for adultery is confidered as fo venial an offence, that the comnnlTton of it is

atoned for by a prefent of a hog to the injured hufband, who commonly invites tlic in-

vader of his bed to partr.keof it, rnd the three parties fcad on th»: peac.^-offcring, with per-

fcft fatisfaclion and good humour. Even the crime of inccft paiTcs unnoticed, and the com-

munication between the fexes is perfectly free and unreftriitcd.

The whole family, of whatever condition the chiefs of it arc, m:<!es and females, princes

and princefi'es, and fervants of .MI dcnotnina' ions, cat together : when the weather is fair,

they dine in the open air ; and if it is cold, they make .t very large fire, ami place thr ir

table to windward of it. On ordinary days, (he f«w<d of the feivants confills wholly of thp

parte made with gum which we have already mentioned; and that of their millers, their

wives and children, of ptilfc and dried flcfh or filh: but on fcftivais .ind holidays, oi when

they entertain their friends., they add to the rcpaft venifon and wild Jowl ; or if they arc un-

fticcefsful in the chace, an ox, a cow, or a hog, fupplies the place of thefe dciicacies. At

the'c entertainments both fexes drink to excels, an.l it betr&ys ,i i^tal want of good breed-

ing tofuflera fingle gucft to depart before he is complcvtly intoxicited , which is cffcdlcd

without much difHculty, as they drink their wine unmix-jd, in bumpers of a pint at each

draught, and even thelc give place to more capacious bcnvis, as the company grow w;irm,

and the mirih advances. The conveifation on thefe occafions, is generally made up of

boafls on the part of the men, ctf their exploits in the field; (which are, however, no better

than fo many robberies;) and among the Lidics, of their fucceiles ,n thofc conqucfts of

which they are net lefs vain th.ui the females of inor,* polite nations.

The iinuifemcnts of thofc among them who polli fs confid.'raLIc projirrty in land, flavcs,

and cattle, and who may be cfleemcd the nobility of this country, are principally thofe of

tie field: they chafe the hart and the deer, and are pnrticnlarly fond of hawking, and of

rtying the fikon at the hen '.13 which afford cxt client divtrfion, a.% (hey arc both birds of

T ^rest
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groat pojvcr, and ci thoni; flifvht i when they can catch ths heron unhurt, they cut off the

tiifi u|)im h-s Ik'JiI anl ftir'.i it in thtir boiuK'ts, and iht-n !ct hira go at large, th.n it niay

grow iiji iiiV| f'>r th- V iVt j hfgh v;iiii>r on this f/rnunu-nt.

This touiitiy hitl anciently (omt: citicv ut confcijiu'ncc, whirh have been rclcbrattj by

potts ami hiftoriaijs, particularly Cyta on the rivet Cyanciis, tliu rtpntcil birth-place of

Mtclca, Fityu<., aiMi /Va on thv Vh-.ii]'^ -, Init of thill- no tracts nniair, imi .:t pn ('(.nt hcrt^

aro no ci'ics, and inly two inconfiderahle towns on the (ca, with ihc viry n^vncs ol which

wc arc unacquainted.

'I'lurcarir aCtwcaflkt, to the nuinhcr o> cifjht or ten, in different parts nf the province; in;

principal of thcfc, v'hicli i^ f.iid t > l>.' called Kucs, i« the rcfidence of the prince of this

country, and the oihcrb belong t*» the dilF rtni nobles or chiefs. ThcdicaiHcsjor more projjerly

fortrcd' s, conHft of a tnwer of ft^ne, large enough to contain a gar t ifun of fifty or lixty meni

and in this tower the valuables »f the lord, and in times of danger, of all hi* dependants,

arc fccurtd, and round it five of llx others are bniU of v/codj a*- vlI! for the purpofc of ma-

gazines, as for the reception of women and children, in cafe of an inv;xfion ; between thtf«

towers, huts arc ertiftcd with branchtj of trce», and covered with rufliis or reeds, for the

rcfidtnce of llavcs, ftrvants, and fuch others of iIh- inferior tiaflls, asdefire to put thcm-

fclvcs under the prote^lion of the lord of the cartlt • the whole is furroundcd with a wall}

but the principal ilrcngth confilU in the fituation, which is always in fome thick wood,

inipiivious, but by private ways known only to the inhabitants, aiul thefe arc carefully

"uardid fioni difcovcry and approach by thick bidnchcs of trL-e!>. 'Ihc cafllcoi tlic prince

has a few cannon, but none of the others-, thcfe latter depending on fecrefy as their great

bulwark of defenct-.

The houfes, which arc fcattcrcd in great plenty all over the country, arc built of timber,

with which Mingrclia abounds ; thofc of the poor fcldom exceed a iinglellory,and th.tt con-

fids uf only one room, in which the whole family eat, drink, and flct-p, and to which even

the cattle arc admitted for Hitittr at night . but thofc who are more opulent, add another llo-

ly ;
yet even theft habit.ttions are inconvenient, being, as well as the former, without window*

or chimnics, thou^'.h they ar^- fomewhat better furnifhed with bids and other necifraiies.

The province of iMingr;lia is very poorly peopled; whu l> is not extraordinary, at the

continual incurfions of Turks and I'eifian*, and the falc of flaves, all concur to llrip the

country of it's inhabitants : nor is ir iinconwnon for petty inteliinc wars to prevail between

the diftuent lords or chitfs, when each brinijs his vafl'als, over whom, as well as their

wives, children, ai.d cattle, he exercifes abfolute authority, aimed withfwords, lances, and

bows, into the held, to decide the quirrel ; and whoever gains the advantag,c, in.tkes falc uf

his captives, who are the moft valuable part of the fpoil. The occupiers of the lands pay

their rent, in corn, tattle, and other prc-iuec of tht -arthj or rather yield the whole fiuit*

of their labour to t.icir «.hici:>, leferving only for ti.en>fclvcs the nu-aiii of a niiferabia

cxifltnct".

The prince of Mingrclia is tributary tc thc(irand Signicr, to whom he yields an annual

acknowledgment <>i iovcrcignty, in about 6c,ouo clU of a lin-n cloth which is inanu-

'.aiTiUrea in this country. 1 ite rcvtnuei of th« prince himielf ainoulU to about twenty

thoufind
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trtioufanil crowns a year, whUh as ife from ccrt.iin curtoms on the imporMti'^n nml cxportn-

tion of merchandize, from fines impofid for particiiLir offVncis, ;uu! from ilu' f.jkof {!.ivfs:

bur, holiili'i tlii*. income, he ha^ \.\TKf poil-dions in land, frcm ihf occujiicr:; nf which h' is

fu()[)!it:d with all provilioii?, and oih/." n;.'cr.ir.uics of lifo foi hiivfi if and hi>. (Oiijt, whiih

confifts in common ofal'Dut one hundred and tsvcnfy nenikmen, who arc in i >n(i,iiit at-

fndnntc, and on pjrticiii.ir ocrafion* arc aiigmrntcd to two hundred, from others who,

ihdtigh not always in waiting, -ire r<r.)d)' at every call.

The military force of this prince does not confifl of more than three or four thonOmd

troops, who are aiofliy cavalry •» nor arc ihcfe reguhir foldiir.*, or formal into regiments or

hand*, but each ferviH under his own lord or chief, with whsm he t.ilcfs niui <|(iits the

fuld, yielding r.oobedicdcc to the prince, but thr.tigh the medium of iiis own ni.ifter, or

r.ither proprietor, who eloaths, arms-, and feeds him, and who has the uucoutr uicd i!if-

pofal of his liberty and life.

Though this province was once fo rich in gold, thut the fable of the gnVlen flicce is

faid to have nrifcn in it, fjcm a cufhuti of l.iying fleeces of woid in the narrow ehannels

which were miidc in the mountains, and particularly Mount Caucafus, by torrents of water,

Vifhich in the winter and fpring of the year rufhed impctuoufly down the fides of them, in

order to catch grains of gold, which were frci]ucntly wafhcd out of ihc earth and cieviccs

of the rocks, and dcfccndcd with thcfe floods
> yet this fourcc of wealth, if it ever exifted,

has been lonj; fincc cxhaufted, and very little of this precious n.etal is to be found in mo-
dern Minyrelia. The fpecies of coin current here, arc reported to be piaftus Dutch

crown?, and a coin of CJcorgia with a Perfian rtamp on it, which is called ahafli : but

nom of thcfe coins hare any fixed or certain value ; and the little trjdc of this countrv is

iianfacHd, as in Cleorj;! i, by barter and exchantje.

Some ecclefuifhcal writers aflcrt, that the inhabii.ints of this country were converted to

Chriftianity by a (lave, during the reign of the Emperor C'onflantine the (Jreat ; but

this the Mingrclians thcmfelves contradifl, .Tnd maintain, that the apnftle St. Aiulivw

preached the doftrincs of Chi ill here, nt a pi ice called I'ijjaitas, prohably one of the

towns by the fca; where, according to the accounts it I'ome modem travellers, there is

dill a cathedral, built with ftonc, of tolerable appearance, and adorned within with croflls

and images enriched with jewels.

But when, or by whomfocvjr, thefc people firii received the light of the rjofpcl, it is at

prcfent ovcrfhadowed by the grolTcft i|.'noraiice, irreverence, bigotry, and fupcrftition.

The archbilhop, or chief priell, is called caiholicos, who has a very great revenuej for,

befidcs fcveral hundred v;>(r.ils, who, oicupyin.' the lands of the church, furnifh him with

all the nercffaiies of life, and many ariii les t>f luxury, he raifi;s money by fale of the

children of the writched dependents, ami by vifitations of the feveral diocefcs within his

jurifditJiion, whete he levies contiibutions on the other bifhops and iiifirior clcr;.'y, de-

manding for the confecration ol one of the former a fum equal to fix hundred ciowns,

and an hundred foi faying a mafs at the ordination of an ordinary piiett ; and thcfe, in their

turns, plunder the people committtd to their care, oppre/fing '.hiir valfiis, filling their

wives and children to flavcry, cominutin({ the molt heinous crimes, ;>nd toretelling, for

money,
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iniM?)', future events; a praclicc which they carry to fuch a height, that as foon a* a

Miiijrciiaij f.ills fick, a prit-ft is immediately c;ilktl in, who indcaii of confulting ihc ftate

cf th.* paticiu's foul, at^ld>s to rummage a book which he brings in his hand, and pro-

ceeds, Crom the information which he pretends to find there, to pronounce his enluing

death or recovery ; but tliis judgment is generally accompanied with an intimation, that

the genius or fpiiit who gu:irds hin-i has been ofil-ndcd, and that an atonement mufl be

nade by fomc pnfcnt; and for this puipofea cow, hog, or fomc other valuable moveable,

is delivered to thi: pricfl, who undertakes, with this offering, to appcafc the ofiended ar-

biter of the patient's fate.

The habits of the catliolicos and fupcrior clergy, are generally of fcarlet cloth and

velvet; but the inferior orders arc only diitinguinicd front the laity by the length of their

beards, and by high and round caps, which arc worn by all ecclcfiaflics without dif-

tine^ion, inlKad of the bonnets which we have already defcribed. Nor are the lower

cl.ili'es of clergy exempted from the harddiips which arc inflidUd on other individuals

of the lowed runk ; like them they own a lord, for whom they cultivate the ground; and

are, in other rerpeiHs, fubject to his will, except at the particular times when they are

railed on to aHilt in the facred fundUons of religion.

The catliolicos m.ikcs one journey in his lifeto the cathedral, to prepare there the holy

oil which is ufcd in baplilin ; and he generally takes this opportunity of viliting the fevcrj

churches, and gathering the fpoils which his diocefans have collciflcd. He ii nominated

by the prince, not on account of fuperior learning or fandity, but as the moft likely per-

fon to draw together coiifiJerablc tieafures; which he has no fooner amaHld, than they

iire frequently feized by the prince, and himfelf depofed to m.ikc way for another, who ii

to purfue the fame couifr.

Hence it h not furpri/ing, that not only the catholicor., but al' the other bifhops, who
arc fix !! humber, (hould be fo grofbly ignorant, that they can fcarcc read the common of->

iices of the church ; noi- do they attempt either to pray, preacn, or inflrudt the people:

but they fa(^, or rather abllain from flefh, with great pcrfcvcrancei aiid in this fuiglc <ir-

tide they feem to include all the excrcif.-a of religion.

Thtir churches arc full of ima^is, to which they feem to pay the principal part of their

adoration, whenever ihey can prevail upon themfelves to viftt their places of public

worfliip. Among thcfc images, thole of St. George and St. Grobas feem to engage their

greatcU attention ; the former, though one of the faints of the Latin church, is held in

great veneration, both by the Mingrelians and Georgians; the latter is an idol of their

own creation, and they have .>:inexed fueh ideas of terrur to it, that the prefents (bey oH^er

by way of propitiatory facrilice, are placed at a didance from this formidable rcprcfentation

cf iiua^^inary poAur, to which they arc afraid to approacii, leii they fhould experience the

fatnl elRcls of his wrath.

Their form of woifhip, when they find a pricft learned cnouj^h to ufcany, is'.onformable

to that of the (Jreek cluirih. They adminiil..r the lacianunt in both kir.ds; cnnfecrating

tilher lenveiied or unleavened bread, without ililliiielioii, and lakiiig the wine without mix-

ture, unlcfs it is paniculai ly iiiuiy^ : the velllls ut'ed at tlx; comn'iuuiua aic of wood ; and

the/
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tlicy do not celebrate th<: mnfs iluring L:nt, except on S.uimUys ami Suiula)S, bccaulcou

otlK-i- Jays iluy d) not brcuk their falts till towanU the cvcuin;;.

'I'hc only Kiij-Iilh tr.jvcllcr from whom wc have any tolerable accotint n( thi- culloi;i<

anJ ceremonies of thefc people, hath given the following dcfcription of .-. Miiigrcli.m

chriftcnin^.

'I-lie pricrt was fcnt for by the parents of the chilJ, about ten in the morning i ""'U "P°"

his arrival at the houfo, he was (hewn into a cellar or place where the wine was kept,

where having fcatcil himftif on a bench, he produced a half-torn oiilavo book, from which

he read fomc time in a low tone of voice, and extremely quick. In about a quarter of an

hour the father, accompanied by the intended godfather, led in the child, who wasi a boy

about five ycarii old, and having fixed a lighted candle to the dour of ihi^ ap:irtmcnr, threw

u few grains of incenfe on fome hot embers. During thcfc preparatory ceremonies, tlic

^>ri( (I continued to read in the fame carcUfs and inattentive manner ; breaking ofT, how-

rvcr, to pay compliment , and afk quedions, when any pcrfon entered the room ; and the

father and godfather paHing backward and forward continually
i
whild the fubjettl of the

intended baptifin was amufin;; himfclf with eating. In about an hour, a vcllll of warm
water was prepared, into which thepriciiput a fpoonful of oil cxprefl'ed fiom walnuts ^ and

'the godfather having by the direction of the priei\ taken oft' the cliild's clo..ths, he was

let on his feet in the water, and well wa(hed by the godfather from heail to foot. After

this, the priefl taking a fmall quantity of the facred oil for undion out of .i leather purli*

which hung at his fide, delivered it to the fponfor, who anointed the child on the crown of

the head, the forehead, the cars, the nofe, the checks, the chin, Oioulders, elbows, b.ick,

belly, knees, and feet; the pried continuing to re.-id till this un^Hion had been comj>leated,

and the child's cloaths were put on: immediately after v.hieh a fcaU of boiled pork was

ferved, on which they all fed plentifully, and then got con)pleatly drunk with wine.

And, as a confirmation of tht: total irreverence witli which the Mingrslian pricHs |)erf(irin

all their acts of devotitn, th.- fame author relates a ci aumdancc of his being overiuartl

enquiring his way in the road, by a pried who was faying mafs in a church : when the

courteous divine left his dcfk, and mutleriog the fervice as he approached the door, he very

civilly diredlcd the traveller in his way i and having gratified his owncuriofity, by learning

the courfe of his journey, took his leave, and rcfumed the funtSlions of his profeflton.

The fafts obfcrvcd by the Mingrelians ;i.c ncai !y the fame as thofu- of the Cireck church.

They have four great Lents : tlie firfl before Kalicr, which continues eight and forty dav>;

the fecond before ChriilmAi', which 'arts f.»rty days
i

th: f.Ulof St. I'etcr, which is compleatc.l

in a month-, .tiul the fourth, being the fad obfervrd by mod Chiillians of the tadern

churches in commemoration of the blelU-d Virgin, whieh expires in fourteen days. Their

prayers are addreil'ed to the Supreme Beiii;^, tiirough the medium of the images and idols of

their own formation} which ihey confiditr as medialoo, who(e intered with (he Almi^-hty

may obtain bh iBngs for themfelves, and biin^ didivis and ruin on tlicl'e to ^hnni iluy

bear any kind ot enmity. On the fellivaU of (Jhiidmas a. id ICadcr, ihcy abllrtin ' :>i work ;

but, inttead of dedicating this leiiurc to the purpofes of leliqion, they employ u m eatin;;

and drinking to cxcefs. They alfo celebrate in the fame way the fcdivals of th:ir fain*-,

«• U when
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when tlicy carry their images about the country in proceflion, attending them in their befl

deaths, otTcrin^ prcfcnts to them, and concluding the whole with a feaft and a debauch

with wine.

There are fonic monks and nuns among the Mingrclians j the former are only diftin-

guifhcd from the laity by wearing black bonnets, and fufFering their hair to grow: they

jblhin totally from animal food ; but pay no other regard to religion than a ftrifl obferv-

ance of the fads, which all the Chriflians of the caAern churches feem to conftdcr us a fuf-

iicicnt atonement for the omiflion of every other a£t of duty.

The nuns are of the fame order, and are known by wearing long black veils ; but they

are not immured, or confined by any religious vows, but are at liberty to return to fecular

employments, and to marry, whenever they grow tired of the fcverity with which as

nuns they arc obliged to obfcrve the fafts enjoined by their church.

When a marriage is to be contrafted, the parents of the parties agree about the price

which the man is to pay for his wife : and this is proportioned to the ftate of the intended

bride, a maid being rated at a higher value than a widow, and the latter being held in more
rftimation than a woman who has been fcparated from another hufband by divorce { a ftep

which the hufband is always at liberty to take, if he can ahedge barrcnnefs or ill-nature^

either of which are allowed to be fufiicient caufe for putting av ay a wife.

After the contraft has been made, the parties may cohabit together till the marriage is

compleatcd by payment of the money: and if, from any unto\ 'ard accident, thatcircum-

ftance never takes place, the lady may defert her temporary hufu4nd, without incurring

any lofs of reputation; though fhc will be fomewhat fallen in value, in cafe of any future

•fFer.

They mourn for their d^eadwith loud and doleful lamentations, beating their breads, tear-

ing their hair, and even wounding their flefli : the men (have their heads and beards, and

rend their cloaths. And this mourning lads forty d^ays, during all which time the body

remains unburied. The firft ten days are fpent in the nioft extravagant demonftrations of

giicf : but the imprcflion is allowed to wear off by degrees, till at the interment of the bod'y

they think it necefTury to abandon their grief; and, for that purpofc, prepare a feafl propor-

tioned to the circumftances and fituation of the deceafed, and wa(h away forrow in plenti-

ful draughts of wine. But the greateft caufe of concern to the- fur>'ivirig family and friends

of the deceafed, is their being obliged to furrender to the biftiop (who, on thcfe occafions,.

claims the privilege of faying the funeral mafs) all the moveables of their departed relation,

whether they confifl' of horffs, arms, cloaths, or money : aright which the prince himfelf

excrcifes at the death of a btftiop, afluming an cccfefiaftic characfter for the occasion, and

i'oi/ing at once on the fpoil which the defunifb prieft had coUeded in the plunder of great

numbers of his fubjedVs.

The Mingrclians have a cuftom of making the fign of the crofs when they eat pork, or

drink wine ; which probably might arifc from their original mixture with the followers of

Mrthomct when (hat religion fird prevailed, and the neccflity they found of diftinguilhing

ihomfclves from the Mahometan;:, th.-itthey might oficr no offence in fuch flagrant breaches

of .iluv whifih the latter cflcrmcd to he divine.
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To the f(. uthward of Mingrclia, on the borders of the Black Sea, lie the littlf kingJom

of Imarctta, and the province of Guricl; which arc each governed by princes of their own,

who are tributary to the Turks.

Imaretta, which is faid to be about one hundred and twenty miles in length, and about

half that breadth, and includes alfo Abcaflia, or AbafTia, which extends along the north-

ern border of it, is encompaflTed by part of Georgia, the principality of Guricl, the Black

Sea, Mingrelia, and Mount Caucafus. It is-defcribed as hilly or mountainous, but well

covered with trees } and the vallies as more pltafant and fertile than thofc of Mingrelia^

affording, in greater plenty, corn, pulfe, cattle, wine, and the other productions of

this quarter of the world.

Two towns are mentioned as fituate in this kingdom : one of which is called Cotatis, in

42 degrees 23 minutes north latitude, and which is faid to have been formerly the refidcnce

of the king or prince of the country, but now of a Turkifh bafla, placed here to collcfl the

tribute, and keep the people in fub]e£lion, by a body of janifarics, who garrifon a caftlc

built on a high mountain which overlooks and commands the town, of the building<i

and number of inhabitants in which we have very uncertain accounts, though the fur*

mer are reported to confift of about two hundred houfes; the town is open and unforti-

fied, except by the caftle above-mentioned, and a flrong citadel with towers on the oppofite

fide of the river Phafis, which flows by this place.

Akalzihi, the other town, is alfo the refidencc of a Turkifh balHir and is fituated in 41

degrees 55 minutes north Kititude, on the banks of the river Kur, in a very low fpot,

furrounded by a great number of hills : the few accounts given of this town, reprefent it

as conftfting of about four hundred houfes of wood, inhabited by Turks, Jews, Greeks
Armenians, and Georgians, who have their feveral places of religious worfliip ; it appears

to have been once defended by a caftle, and furrounded with a wall, but they arc now both

in a ruinous condition.

The little principality of Guriel, borders on the north upon Imarctta, on the caft

upon Mount Caucafus, on the fouth upon the Euxmc Sea, and on the weit upon
Mingrclia.

Of all thefe countries, Abaifiaor Abcaflia is the mofl northern } but of this country, as

well as of Imaretta and Guriel, very imperfect accounts cm be- obtained. It is, however
generally agreed, that the manners, cufloms, religious ceremonies, and produce, are nearly

the fame as thofe of Mingrelia; only ih?.t in foiue of thefc provinces they coin thrir (>wn
money from metals afforded them by the moiintainE, which rife in ulmull all parts of-

them, and which, though they contribute to the general Iterility of the (oil, h^vc been
probably the means of fecuriiig them from invalloni, and from being totally fubiugated

by the powerful Turk.

It yet remains undetermined, whether the province of Comaiiiii is to be confidered as a
part of Georgia, or whether it owes any fubjeiftion to the empire tf Turk v ; it is fituated

to the northward of the lafl-named province, by which it is immediately bounded on the
fouth, as it is by Afinn Mufcovy to the north, by the Cafpian Se.i on the cjift, and
by a rjdgf of mountains f' paiating it from Circ;iflia on tlic weft. But liuk information-
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r.\n he c!"lieic(l of tiH" interior ft.itc of this rnmit;;/; which i!oc^ not nppcar to oarry

en any M.\ I- m rnn'.nn no wl:h nii) otlicr p.\ii of i!i • woikl, and is tlv.rcfi.ru hut little frc-

«|iiciiti-ii hy merchant'-, .ml I'r 'u i'it(i:iti(iii, imJ the known ilifp:)i'ition of iho inlia-

l>if:int< of the boriUrinj* countries, oftcts no very alluring profpcd\s to travellers of

ciiiiofity.

Thi-rc i5 dill mother put of A fia which is only doubtfully included in the TurkiHi

« inpi f, as the tfibut-', if any, p-iid by thcfc people, is m:roly occ.ifional, and only yielded

.It filth tinus as ih.y find it mcilluy to claim the prottdion of the Turkiih arms againll

th- iiiciirlionsor att.;tks of the I'lrfians.

This is that mount.iinous country which is railed Daghcflan, or Dag-Eftan, and which

is bounded on the call by the Cafpian Sea, alonii the coaft of which it extends near forty

Jcagucs, on the w.ill by Mount Caucafus, by I'lrcaffia oi. the north, and on the luuthby

p-.irt of Ptifia.

liut of the inhabitants of this fpot, and the produce of it, we arc little better informed

than of the provinces we have jufl nicnti' ntd. Pretended accounts have btcn given by cer-

•tain modern iieoj>raphical writers, both of the manners and culloms of the Tartars who
lanjjc thcfc unexplored wilds ; but wc are not fufficiently futi:>ricd with the authenticity of

their rchu'Dns, to imjiofc them on our readers, as truths on which they may depend : cer-

tain it is, that tl).' land is chiefly uncultivated, and the fubfillencc of the inhabitants is

principally derived from their flecks and herds which feed among the mountaiins, and

from the bcaKs of the ch.ice
i

that their manners arc rude, and their difpofitions lavage.

'I'he little that has been known of them has been principally communicated by travellers,

who padini; with caravans by the borders of this country, have unfortunately received

proofs of rhc native ficrcenefs and rapacity of thefc lawlefs and uncivilized mountaineers;

and their nformaiion has amounted to little more than that they are reported to have a

thief, wh.i IS tlenominatcd fhamhal, ;nd many inferior nobles, who are called myrfas

;

and that they have a lown of the name of Tarchu, fttuatc near the Cafpian Sea, and about

fifteen leagues to the northward of Darbcnr, which-is faid to be built wholly uf wood, and

to contain about fevcn or ei[;;ht hundred houfes.

Between the Black Sea and the Cafpian, lies Mount Caucafus, as it is very improperly

called, being rather a ridge of mountains rifmg to an incredible height, and extending

near forty leagues m length, and little li(s In breadth : part of this mountain {.xn cxpreflion

which we fliall u(e in conformitv to cUablKhed cuftom) js covered with foreds of trees,

lompolld of almoff every fi)ccies of the fir and pine, or at Icaft of fuch as arc known to

flourifh in regions of ice and fnow, with which the fummit is covered Uurini great p;»rt of

the year; other parts exhibit tremendous fpei^acles of naked and impending rot ks, horri-

iile precipices, and inoiuhs m cavLins, into which no human being has ever adventured
;

liut which are fttppwlcd tu ahrord (helter to innumerable hol>sof wild bcafls, v/ho, impelled

l»v hunger, or drove out by rhc uninterrupted increafe at reitain fcafons, pour down into

the plains, attack ttv- filocks and herds, and terrify the neighbouring intiabitants.

liut even this muuiirain cjiiuins towns and villa^ijesi and the little vallics, or rather

crevKcb between the iu«:k& iuui precipices, produce corn, ca:tk, wiiK, fruit, and ail the

iiccclVaries
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iiccefTarics of life in adonKhing plenty ; (o that thofc who have occafion to travel through

thcfc apparently dreary regions, fmJ thcin far from iahofpitablc, aad have little to regret

but the difficulty and danger of a road, which, winding along the brink of the moun-

tain, or fealing it's almod pcrp;-ndicular height, prcftnis him with a continut-d fccnt- of

conilernation and horror. The people of this mountain arc nearly fuch ChriiUans as their

Mingrcliiu neighbours, though they acknowledge fubjcftion to the Turk.

The Euxine or Black Sea, which we have had frequent occafions to mention, is more

properly a lake, as it has no comiiunicatiun with the ocean ; but from it's amazing extent

;nay fecm well entitled to the denomination of a fca, being from cud to wed little lefs

than three hundred leagues in length, and in breadth from north to fouth in fomc places

one hundred and twenty, though in others conHderably lefs. It walhes^on the north Crim

Tartary and Circaffia, Anatolia or Afla Minor on the fouth, on the weft Turky in Eu-

rope, and on the call Georgia : as it is principally furrounded by the dominions of the Grand

Signior, his fubjeds alone arc permitted to navigate it, and they are too little addit^ed to

commerce, and too ignorant as mariners, to apply advantagcouAy this noble communication

between the difTcrent parts of fo widely-extended an empire. This fca is joined to the

Palus Maotis or Sea of Afoph by the Straits of CalFa, which were the Bofphorus

Cimmerius of the ancients : it receives many rivers ) aiid, among them, the Don or Tanais,

the Danube, the Phafis, the Nuper, and the Neider.

Our defcription of Afian Turky hath hitherto been confined to thofe provinces which

extend from Arabia northward ; thofe which remain are fituate to the eaft of Arabia.

The kingdom of Syria, or at leift that part of the ancient kingdom which dill retainsi

this name, is bounded by part of Diarbec and Natolia on the north, by other parts of Di-

arbec and the Dcfarts of Arabia on the eaft, by the fame Dcfarts and fome part of Judea or

Paleftine on the fouth, and on the weft by the Mediterranean Sea or Levant.

The flcirts of this country towards the coaft are a chain of high mountains, which,

however, is difcontinued near Seleucia ; and for about four or five leagues between Mount
Pieria and Mount Caflius, where the .country is tolerably level, opening a paflage to the

river Orontes, which there difembogues itfelf into the Mediterranean Sea.

Within this chain of mountains, which are covered with an infinite variety of trees

and odoriferous flirubs and plants in eternal verdure, are cxtcnfivc plains, watered by a

thoufand rills, which defcend from the mountains, and fertilize the foil to a degree almoft

inconceivable. I'hefc plains ftrctch to the foot of another chain of hills lefs lofty than

the former, which in like manner extend themfclvcs nearly parallel to the fca, towards

which they are rocky, bare, and barren : within thcfc hills arc another range (A' plains
{

and this interchange of rocky eminences and level lands, is continued at unequal dif-

tances, for twenty leagues, and in fome places confidcrably more, from the (horcs of the fca.

Of the many rivers which have their fources in thcfe did'crcnt chains of mountain!*,

rocks, and hills, fcarceany reach the fca but the Orontes j which, rifing near the funii t

of thehi{;heft of them on the land fide, winds round them, and purfucs it's courfc to the

Mediterranean i whilft thofe IcITer ftreams which fpring from the interior eminences, arc

X fwalluweil
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rw;iilowed in the plaiin through which they pal's, or .\ri: fa divided, to niifwer thi? various

purpfWes of agriculture, that they never re-unitr, but lofc their numis and cxiftcnce ; lonie

of the divided rivii!ct«, indeed, find their way to the Orontws but even that river fcemn to

lofc it's waters, ami decrcnle in magnitude inilend of growing larger, a« it approaches the fr.i.

The feafons "I UM)''"U' i" *hi< pi't of Afia :haiif»c with perfcc'^ regularity: thr- fprh}^

commences with rovrnonth of March, but it is of fliort duration i the month of April

compleats the veinal feafon ; and by the middle of May, the fummer heats have produced
fo total a change, that the unrivalled verdure of the two preceding months has wholly dif-

appeared; and inftead often thoul'and flowers and fhrub'*, whofe luxuriance delighted the

eye, and whofe odours regaled the fenl'e$, the dry and parched foil is compleatly dripped of
It's cloathing, and not n trace remains of growth, but among thofe hardy plants and Oiruba

which being natives of the rock fend their fibres in fearch of moifture through aJl the

fiflurc* and crannies of the mountain.

And from the middle of May to the fame part of the month of September, the fervid

rays of the fun arc hardly intercepted by a ftnglc cloud ; nor till this time do the inhabi-

tants expeA rain, the firA falls of which are extremely moderate, and are fucceedcd by an
interval of throe weeks or a month, during which a fecond fpring tal(et place } and the

air having been cooled by the rain, continues temperate and ferene till the fecond rains,

wiiiih are generally more fevere and of longer continuance than the firA; and the fuc-

ci'cding interval of fair weather is of Ihorter duration and more interrupted. And thefcin'

(erchangcable vicillitudes of funOiinc and rain take place, the former incrcafing and the

letter diminifhing proportionably, till the month of November is confidcrably advanced,

and the winter approaches ; which it docs to mildly and gradually that the trees retain their

leaves till the cloie of this month, nor is the cold To fevere at to require the ufe of fires.

The winter feafon is conceived to be fully advanced by thr; tenth or twelfth of Decem-
ber, and the duration of it is generally forty or forty-five days ; but even during this fpace,

though the air is fometimes piercingly cold, yet the frolls are inconfiderable, the ice feldom

acquiring firmnefH enough to fupport the weight of a man : and in this (hort winter many
of the days arc fo warm, that flowers of various kinds (the produce of the advanced fpring

in the wellern parts of the world ) continue to bloom during the whole courfe of it } and the

almond and other early flirubt (hew their bloflbnts by the middle of February, and are im-

mediately fucceedcd by the peach, apricot, and other fruit-trees } and the fields begin to

;iirume a vernal appearance nearly about the fame time.

The winds fclJoni blow high in this country; but thofe from the eaft and north<weft

.nrc iharp during the winter, and when they arc at the former point, are extremely penetra-

ting : but during the whole fummer, that is, from May to September, the winds from the

fame quarter arc fo iiMcnfcly hot, that they have been compared to the air which ifluet

from the mouth of a heated oven. Tneouly means of rendering the heat of this feafon Aip-

poi table, is to excUiJc the air as much as pollible, by Hiutting the doors and windows ; for,

though thefc hot winds arc rarely fatal in this part of the cd", yet they are extremely in-

convenient, exciting painful opptcnionj of the brc.ifi: and dilHculty of breathing ( how-

ever.

IJ
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rver, ihrfe wiml* arr not equally froublcfomc in every fummer, (nine yeart luiTiiv* witliouc

their btin.»(cit; and in others their continuance not cxcecJinfj tuur or five i!.'v< r^iH c

ni;iy be remarked, as a ntcrcitul dilptnfution of Providcmc to ihcft- rlim.«tc<t, that thoiicjh

thf north and eafl winds prevail mod in the winter, yet during the hot montht th- wind is

moltcdinmnnly in the wrftcrn point, nnd pafling over the Tea, allays the firvcnt hr.it of ihc

fun, the reflrcled ray^ of which, in a country where the whole furface •» at this fcalott

a perfect rock, would be- intolerable but for thefc rcfrcfliing brcexci.

Yet in the c::trcme heats of fummer, ihc air i» fo far from l»eing unwholefomr, that the

inhabitants without diflin'lion (Ixp cither in their open court-yardi, or on the flat roofi

of their houfe;, xvithout fuflcring the fmalicd injury
i which muft be attributed to a purity

and drynefs of the air peculiar to this climate, as in other warm countriei the night-dews

are fo exccnive, that expofurc at this feafon to the notHurnal iffieAt of them, is in almnll

all cafes attended with the Mtmoff danger.

The vegetable productions of this country are,Turky wheat, Turky millet, barley, bean.'*,

kidney beans, lentils, melons of various kinds, a fmall cucuinlK-r peculiar to this province,

and buttard faiTron : they alfo cultivate hemp and cotton ; and in the gardens near Alcp|)u

tobacco, though at the diftance of ten or fifteen miles from that city this herb is planted

in great quantities in the fields, and conftitutci a very confiderable branch of traffic witJi

Egypt.

The barley harvcd licgins about the beginning of May, and both that grain and the wheat

is in general fecurcd by the twentieth of that month) and in order to prevent the pofTibi-

lity of it's being injured by any fudden change of the weather, as foon at it is cut down,

(or, according to the more common praAice, plucked up by the roots) the whole (hock is

removed to fonic elevated fpot of hard and level ground in the neighbourhood, where it it

futt perfctftly dried, and then the grain is feparated from the ftraw and chafF, by a machine

which confids of feveral fmall iron wheels, with cogs or notches, which being fixed cj

rollers, and thofe drawn by horfcs or other cattle acrofs the fliock which is fprcad abroad

for the occafion, anfwcr the two-fold purpofe of cutting the (haw and clearing the grain

from it. When the grain is thus feparated, it isdcpofitcd in fubterrancan granaries, which
ire entered by fmall holes or mouths not wider than thofe of wells, throu;^h whith alfo

the air is frequently admitted, to prevent the corn from becoming rotten and unwholefome.

Some parts of this province produce grapes from whith wine is made, and which ar^;

carried to Aleppo, and there prclled out by the ChrilliaiH and Jews j tholeihat grow in tha

vicinity of that city being only fit fir immediatir eating, or to be dried for laifiiis: indieJ,

the wine of this country is in general indifi'cient, the red wine I'cing llrong and hejdy,

but infipid to the taftc i un>] the white wine, though fomewhat more agreeable to the

palate, thin, weak, :ind apt to turn four
i
nor hive cither of them the mirih- ir.lpiiinj

<|ualities uiually afcribed to the generous kimls of ih.it liquor. Kium the dried r.iifint

they procure by «liftillation an ill-flavoured brandy, whith they endeavour to mend by
adding a few anifccds 'n th.- jiroccfi, and then call it arrack, of whith thofe who arc not

rcAraincd by the laws ot Mahonn-t, diink confiderable quaii'.iues publicly ; and thole who
prctt'u! to J,: Imv the doclrijKS of that piophet, are by no mean. dchti;nt in taking iifir

lliare.
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fhare, when they can do it without being fubjeft to cenfure, or rather puniflimenti for as

they almoft univerfally offend in this way, apprehenflons of the former confequence have

but little weight with them.

Ihe fruits of this country are apples of a few forts, but not better flavoured than the

grapes; apricots, peaches, pears, quinces, oranges, lemons, and pomegranates of dif-

ferent kinds ; mulberries white and red ; figs of different kinds; and piftachio-nuts, wal-

nuts, and fome of lefTer forts; but none of thefc fruits are pe.:u!iarly excellent, being,

produced with little care and culture; nor have they any idea o>' ripening any of them

againft walls. They have alfo olives, which are generally ufed for pickling; at leaft, fuch

as grow in the, neighbourhood of Aleppo; in more diftant parts of the province they ex-

prefs a confiderable quantity of oil, which being brought to that city, is there manufac-

tured into foap, with afhes procured from the Defarts of Arabia.

Tiie mountains and foreits produce cedars, pines, firs, the turpentine and tamarifk tre^j

together with oaks, aAies, planes, poplars, and fome other trees, which are alfo tht

growth of Europe. Flowers blow here in great profuflon and perfedlion, and among theni'

many ofthofe well known in more weilern climates, fuch as tuberofes, violets, narciflbfes*

and others.

The metropolis of Syria at prefent is the city of Aleppo, to which the Turks t'"' ii"*"

name of Heleb; it lies in 36 degrees 20 minutes north latitude, and in 37 degrees 45 mi-^

nutes eaft longitude from the meridian of London, about Ax miles from Scanderoon or

Alexandretta, which is fituatepn therfea.

This city, within the walls, which are however at prefent ruinous, is from three to

four miles in circumference } but, including the fuburbs, may be nearly twice as much : the

whole (lands on eight fmall hills, one of which appears to have been raifed above the reft for

the purpofe of building a caftle on it to command the town.

The houfes are built of ftone; aud, according to the Turkifli manner, of a quadrangular

form, with flat roofs., and open courts in the middle ; and the ftreets, like thofc of moft

other places in the >>...t, acquire a melancholy appearance from the dead w:iils without

windows: they are alfo narrow, which adds vo their gloominefs ; but they are kept neat

and clean, which is indifpenfibly necefTary in this country, where tt.'ey continually

tremble under apprehenfions of being vifited by the plague or other peflilential difeafes.

The public buildings conilft of the mofques,. the bazars or markets,, the caravanferas

or inns, and the public bagnios.

The firft are numerous and tolerably well built;, fome of them fuperibr to- n)oft) ex-

cept in the capital of the Turkifli empire : thofe in Aleppo have generally an area oc

fquare before them, inclofed with a wall, and in the midfl a fountain of water, for the

convenience of performing the ablutions enjoined by the law of Mahoment, behind thtm
are generally fmall gardens, into which fome of the more devout Turks retire to perform

their private devotions.

The bazars or market places confift of fquares, divided into narrow ftreets, w .:h fliops

on each fide j but thefe are fo fmall and confined, that they are filled by the tradefman, his

neceflary
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necfiflary afliftants, and his goods, (o, that the buyers are obliged to ftand ia the ftreets to

{cheapen the commodities they have occafion to purchafe ; each of thefe ftreets is devoted to a

particular trade, nor is any other admitted into it, Tlieftreets have gates at their ends.

Which are regularly fliut up about an hour afcer fun-let j and thefe gates, or doors, are

ftrengthened with plates of iron, but the locks (as they h-ve been called by fome tra«-

vellers, though they are rather bolts or bars) are wholly of wood.

The caravanferas may be compared, as to the ftilc uf building, to many of the ancient

ians in Great Britain; they are quadrangular, containing belovir eating rooms, warehoufss,

ftp.bles, and other offices of the like kind : above a colcnade extends the whole length of each

of the four fides, from whence are doors into fmall bed-chambers. The area of the qua-

drangle ferves for a kind of exchange, in which the feveral merchants and traders make

their bargains and tranfaiSl their bufinefs j for which purpofe alfo, in wet weather, they af-

femble in the gallery above, which is formed by the colonade ]ull mentioned.

The public bagnios rcfemble in all refpects thofe which we have already defcribed,

but they are frequented here by Jews and Chriftians as well as Mahometans; though

perfons of fuperior rank feldom ufe them, being accommodated with conveniencies of the

like kind in their own houfcs.

In the ornamental parts of their public buildings they employ a yellow marble, which .

is raifed in this country, and takes a good poliih : they have alfo a coarfe kind of black and

white marble, from the diftant parts of the province; and when they wifli to add red marble

to the mixtures they procure it by fmearing the yellow with fome particular kind of oil, ani

then heating it very gradually to as great a degree as it will bear without cracking, and

this procefs changes it to a lively red. For their common buildings they ufe a ftone which

is met with all over the province, and efpecially in great plenty near the city; jt is very

eafily cut when it is in the quarry, but, like the Bath ftone in England, hardens on being

expofed to the air.

The neighbouring country alfo affords lime-ftone in great abundance, which they burn

with much fkill, and reduce to excellent mortar; and at a very few miles from Aleppo they

find the gypfum, being that cement of which plaifter of Paris is made ; but thi$ is prin->

cipally ulod in cementing thofe earthen pipes which are laid in the ground for the con*

veyance of water and the ornamental parts of their public buildings.

The city ot Aleppo is principally fupplied with good water from fprings at fome miles

diftance from it, by means of an aqueduct which has been reported to have been con-

ftru£led by the diredion of the Emprefs Helena; and this is the only water ufed for drink,

and for the purpofes of the kitchen ; but almoft every houfe has a well of brackifli watery

which ferves for the ordinary occafions of cleanlinefs, and the fupply of thofe fountains

which are dedicated to religious ablutio.is.

The fmall river Caic, anciently called the Singas, pafles within a few yards of the

eaftern wall of the city, and waters the gardens which extend for feveral miles along it's

banks, and which fupply the town with flowers and fome vegetables ; but the greateft part

of the latter are brought from the village of Bab Allah, and one or two others inhabited

chiefly by gardeners, whofe gardens are fupplied with w«tcr from the aqueduA, as far as

Y tke
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the land lies level, and where it rifes too high to be rcfreflied in this way, it is laid out in

vineyards and plantations of fig-trees, olive-trees, and piftachio-nuts, with the produce of
which the markets of the city arealfo fupplied.

The city of Aleppo is fuppofed to contain about two hundred and thirty-iive thoufand
inhabitants, two hundred thoufand of whom are Mahometans, and of the remainder, thirty

thoufand Chriftians, and five thoufand Jews. Of the Chriftians here are different fedls,

diftinguiflied by the names of the nations which compofe them; fuch as Armenians,

Greeks, Syrians, and Maronites ; and each of tbefe fedls have one or more churches in

the fuburbs, where the Chriftians chiefly refide.

To thefe feveral orders of inhabitants may be added the people called Chinganas, who
live in tents like the Arabs, and like them alfo wear as ornaments rings of gold, filver,

or other metal, in the exterior cartilage of their right noftrils. There is generally a fmall

camp of thefe wanderers near the fkirts of the city ; and as they are for the moft part ex-

tremely poor, they are employed in fcrvile offices, which they perform for a very fmall

hire. Towards the harveft, other camps are formed in different parts of the country, where

they affift in getting in the corn and grain; but this people have the general charadler of

Arabs, and their honely not being held in high eftimation, they are treated but indiffe-

rently by Turks or Chriftians.

The people laft named arc however ufeful in colle£ling fuel for the inhabitants of

Aleppo ; for as there is fcarce a tree, except in the gardens, within twenty or thirty miles

of that city, they are obliged to heat their baths, and (among the common people) even drefs

their meat, with the dung of animals, the dry leaves of plants, the parings and fkins of

fruits, and whatever elfe can be found that is combuftible.

On all fides of Aleppo the country is rocky and uneven for fome miles, but from the

fuuth-wcft to the north-weft, this inequality of ground extends to the diftance of twenty

miles : and about eighteen miles to the eaftward of the city, there is a chain of low rocks

or mountains which environ a plain of confiderable extent, into which the water pouring

down from the heights after a rainy feafon is there retained as in a kind of bafon, and added

to that which rifes within thefe natural walls from a few fprings, overflows the whole plain

to the depth of a few inches, which being evaporated by the fun, leaves a furface of purs

fait of unequal thicknefs, but in fome places near half an inch; and this fait being gathered

in the month of April, is fufiicient to fupply the whole city and neighbourHbod with that

commodity.

Of the manners, cuftoms, and religious ceremonies of the Turks, we have already treated

very copioufly ; but as the Chriftians differ in fome refpe<Sis from all thofe who have been

already de(cribed, we fhall mention fome of their cuftoms and ceremonies.

The Chriftian women at Aleppo arc as clofcly confined as the Turkiib; frMom going

abroad, except to the church or the bagnio, and in cafe of illnefs to attend their phyficians:

fame are indeed indulged with permiflion to vifit their relations, and to walk in the gardens^

two or three times a year; but others, and indeed the generality of them, never fee a garden

during theif whole lives.

But
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But dicf are excellent breeders, and as they fuckle their own children univerfal]}', they

are fully engaged in this employment during the earlier part of their lives; as they never

weati their offspring till they are three or four years old, unlcfs they prove with child again

in the mean time : for this toil they are in fome meafure compenfated by the eafinefs of their

labours, which aff'eA them fo little, that the mod delicate of them are in perfect health

again at the end of ten or twelve days, and the common people in general refume their

ufual employments the very day after their delivery.

The marriages of fome of the fcdts of Chriftians arealfo celebrated with ceremonies dif-

ferent from thofc of other parts of theeaft, tho Jgh they all fecm to agree '
: =t's biing unne-

ceiTiry to confultthe young couple on theoccaflon, the parents making the contra^, and

preparing for the nuptials, b.fore the bride oi* bridegroom are made acquainted with the

intended union.

And as the marriage ceremony of the Maronitcs is performed with more pomp and par-

ticularity than thofe of the other feds, though it includes alfo all the forms and cuftoms

obferved by them, we (hall defciibe one of their weddings.

The parents of the bridegroom having fettled the previous matters concerning portion

and fettlement, which are no more negle(^ed here than in Europe, the father of the in-

tended bride invites all the relations of the bridegroom to a preparatory entertainment which

is made for the purpofe of fixing on the wedding-day.

In the afternoon of that day which has been at this meeting appointed for the celebration

of the nuptials, the parents and relations of the bridegroom again afTt-mble at the houfe of tht

bride's father, where a fupper is prepared, of which however the hero of the feaft is not

permitted to partake. After this repaft is finilfaed, the whole company go in fearch of the

bridegroom ; wh's, according to the eftabliflied cuftom, is to hide himfelf, that he may be

dragged with apparent unwillingnefs to the performance of the marriage rites ; his hiding-

place is however eafily difcovered, and he is brought forth drefled in the worft cloaths he

has, and received with (houts and loud acclamations of joy at the happy event of finding

him: a brideman is now appointed, who leads him feveral times round the court, attended

by the whole company, who continue their vociferous exprefllons of fatisfai^ion ; and he is

then conducted in the fame form into an apartment, where the wedding cloaths are laid out

in great ort'.er^ind the prieft who attends pronounces a benediction on them, and affifls in

drefiing the bridegroom; which being compleated, they return ta the court, or to the room
where they firft allembled, with like ceremony.

At midnight, or fometimes not till feveral hours after, the relations and friends of both

fexes who have been invited to the wedding, walk in proceflion to the habitation of the

bride, each carrying a torch or candle, and the whole cavalcade being preceded by a band of

mufic : on their arrival the door is found (hut, and upon their knocking and demanding the

bride, they are refufed admittance ; force is now offered ; and, after a decent deflrnce, the

troops of the bridegroom are permitted to be vidlorious, and the furrender of the bridebeing

agreed on, flie is conduced by her female relations out of her. chamber, covered from head

to foot with a veil, and led in proceflion to the houfe of the bridegroom, accompanied b^

a fifter or two, or one or two'of her other nearcft relations, where ihc is feated at the -head

of
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of the tabic among the women, but refnains veiled and totally filent and motipnlcfs, ex-

cept on the entrance of any new gueft, when flie is expededto rife from her feat, receiving;

an intimation of the approach of a flrangcr from the lady who fits next her, as flic is hcrfclt

enjoined not to open her eyes.

As foon as the whole company are aflembled, entertainments are prepared, confiding of

fruit, fweetmeats, and wine; and the guefts of either fex, in diiForent apartments, enjoy

themfelves in feafting and mirth during the remainder of the night, few of them (except

thofe who are advanced in years or infirm) retiring to reft.

On the fuccceding morning, about nine, the bifliop or other prieft who is to perform

the ceremony attends, and is received by the whole company, all the women being veiled,

and the bride muffled up from head to foot as before ; the bridegroom now enters, richly

drefled according to his rank, and accompanied by his bridcmaii, who places him by the

fide of his lady; and the bifliop prpcceding to repeat the nuptial fervice, puts a crown on the

head of the bridegroom, and in turn on thofe of the bride, the brideman,,and bridemaidj

find joining the hands of the couple intended to be married, he continues to read the fer-

vice, and at a certain part of it puts a ring on the finger of the bridegroom, and delivers

another to the bridemaid, who places it on the finger of the bride; towards the conclufion

of the ceremony, the bifliop ties a ribband round the neck of the bridegioom, which remains

there till the afternoon, when a prieft is directed to take it ofF. Nor is it eafy to conceive

what this cuftom can allude to, unlefs it is to remind him, that the facred knot which has

been tied, can only be loofened by the power of that Being whofe minifter the prieft is fup-

pofed to be.

The marriage rites thus performed, the males and females arc divided as before: to the

apartment where the former are to be entertained the bifliop alfo retires, and partakes of

a rcpaft ferved up, immediately after he has drank a difli of coiFee, to him and a few others

of the moft confiderable and grave among the company ; and when they are departed, which

is generally as foon as they have dined, a great entertainment is provided for the reft of the

guefts, with wine, their arrack, coftise and tobacco in great abundance, and the day is fpent

in mirth and jollity; the ladies amufing themfelves alfo with feafting and regaling in their

apartment.

About midnight the bride retires to her chamber, to which the bridegroom is conducted

by his friends, and having prefentcd a glafs of wine to his lady, fhedrinks^is health, and

he having returned the compliment, retreats again with his company to new diverfions

which are now prepared, and which confift of mufic, a kind of mafquing, and other pieces

of buftbonery, and thefe continue the remainder of this fecond night and great part of the

following day : at length the greateft part of the guefts depart ; but a few more ofHciou/ly

kind fup with the bridegroom and pefter him till midnight, when his patience and his fpi-

rits being almoft exhaufted, they permit him to take pofteffion of the bridal bed.

But this fatiguing procraftination of his happinefs, is not endured without fome recom-

pence i
every gueli who has been invited to the wedding fends prefents, and thefe are fome-

times (o confiderable, as to conftitute a fortune for the nc'-married pair : to the bride^

nofegays are fent by her acquaintance for feveral fuccefTive days.

Oa
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On the eigh'h day after the wedding, the relations of the bride are permitted to vifit her,

and an entertainment is provided, which however is taken in the fame unfociable way, in

feparate apartments; the lady herfelf being prevented from joining in the mirth of the day,

by ftrift injundlions from her female relations to keep perfeiSt filencc for at lead a month,

and not even to indulge her hulband with more than a few words of her converfation ; and

this, mortifying piece of <elf-denial the poor Armenian women are compelled to pradiife

for a year after matrimony.

And, indeed, the marriage of a Chriftian woman of this country, feems to be a total

furrender of all her confequencc, and all the focial enjoyments of life: (he is not ufuall/

even admitted to the honour of fitting at table with her halband, but attends him like a

menial fervant ; nor is fhe to appear unveiled, unlefs to her very near relations, and to her

prieft, phyfician, and fervants.

The Maronitcs, indeed, relax fomewhat from this feverity, their wives being fometimrs

permitted to eat with their hufbands, and to receive the vifits of ftrangers now and then ;

nor does this confinement of the Chriftian women of Aleppo appear to proceed fo much
from jealoufy or apprehenfion of their mifconduct, as from a dread of the confequences,

if theyfhouldbe feen and liked by any of the Turks.

Europeans of feveral nations have faiftorles at Aleppo: that of theEngliOi confifts of a

conful, his chancellor, chaplain, phyfician, fecretary, and other officers ; and a certain num-
ber of merchants, who are chiefly concerned for the Turky company, though fome trade

hce on their own accounts. Here is alfo a conful of France, with officers and merchants

;

ana he people of this nation are fo numerous that they have a college (which was for-

merly filled by jefuits, but now by fome other or^r) and three convents of nuns, either

confifting wholly of French, or of other nations who put themfelves under their proteftion.

The Dutch have alfo a conful, but no other refidents; and here are fom: Italian mer-
chants, and a few Jews from the fame country.

The Europeans who refide here fpend agreeable lives, and thofe of different countries

are extremely fociable, the unmarried live principally together in large caravanferas which
occupy a confiderable part of the beft quarter of the city, and being built as before defcribed

ferve as warehoufes, and for other purpofes of trade below, whilft the upper floor contains

bed-rooms and other domelHc apartments. They all retain the European drefles and cuf-
toms, and have their food drefled as ufual in the feveral countries of which they are natives,

dining frequently abroad under tents in the pleafant feafon, and particularly on Saturdays

and Wednefdays. Their animal food is in great perfection, and they eat confiderable quan-
tities of it, even at fupper, without inconvenience : the wines of France are commonly drank
here, and the Englifh have introduced their favourite liquor, punch ; a draught of which,
made rather weak, and taken before meals, is found fo refrefliing and wholefome in this

warm climate, that not only the other European refidents, but the native Chriftians, and the

lefs rigid Turks, are become very fond of it.

• The diverfions of the Europeans at Aleppo, are hunting and hawking, after the rains,

and till the weather grows too warm for thefe exercifes; they alfo in general keep horfes,

which are extremely handfome and fpirited, and ride out every day, either early in the morn-
Z ing.
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ing, or towards the fun'* decline } and thofe who do not ride, take the evening air on the

tops of the houfes: during the month of April, and part of May, they moftly refide at

Baballah, among the gardens, whither they alfo go frequently to dine whilft the hot wea-

ther continues.

Nor have the oiBcers of the trading companies, or the European merchants, any reafon to

complain of ill treatment from the Turks: from the oppreflions of the government they are

proteAed by public leagues of amity, and private capitulations refpecling trade, between the

porte and the feveral nations to which they belong; and the refpeit with which they are treated

^ . the principal people among the Turks, induces others to follow their example. They

even travel into the country unmolefted by thofe wandering tribes of Curdes and Arabs

who range the wilds and mountains and pl.under the natives with impunity; an indemnity,

for which they are indebted to a few trifling prefents made now and then to the princes or

chiefs of thofe vagrant freebooters, and to certain civilities fhewn to them by the Europeans

when they are difpofed to vifit Scanderoon; to thefe precautions they alfo add athird, which

being univerfally known, is no fmall prefervative againft the attacks of robbers, and that is,

.

4 nice calculation of the expences of their intendedjourney, fo that they feldom carry money

enough with them to tempt the plunderers : and, above all, they are given to underftand^.

that any infult offered to the fubjeds of an European power, would be refented more highly

than the fame offence againfl any of the native inhabiunts, an intimation highly neceflary

in a country which derives fuch confiderable advantages from a trade carried on by

foreign nations.

Among the difeafes to which this city and it's neighbourhood are liable, are fevers, and

particularly thofe of the remittent kind,^uxcs, thecolera morbus, dyfenteries, quinfies, pe-

ripneumonies, pleurifies, and in a few inflances rheumatifms ; they have alfo a cutaneous

difeafe, which is faid to be peculiar to this city and the vicinity, and is therefore called the

Aleppo evil, but which feems to be that diforder which has been defcribed by fome ancient

and modern medical writers under the denomination of the leprofy of Arabia : they are

alfo fubjed to the vifitations of the plague in common with other populous cities of Afia.

The next city of this province is Scanderoon, formerly Alexandretta, or Little Alex-

andria, adenomination annexed to diflinguifh it from Alexandria in Egypt ; it is fituated

at the very extremity of the Mediterranean Sea, in 36 degrees 36 minutes north latitude, and

in ^6 degrees 45 minutes eafl longitude from London, and is the fea-pcxtto the city of

Aleppo which we have jufl defcribed.

This city is by fome writers aflertcd to have been built, and by others to have been only,

repaired and embellifhed, by Alexander the Great, after a vi^ory obtained over Darius, in

the neighbourhood of the fpot on which the city now ftands.

The ground on which Scanderoon is fituated is fo marfliy and unhealtlvy, that the inhabi-

tants confift only of wretched Greeks, and other Chriftians equally low in fortune and con-

dition, whofe habitations are fuited to their circuroflances, being chiefly low huts built with

wood, or with branches o£ trees, and plaiftered with clay ^ where they gain a miferable live-

lihood by plying as porters on the arrival of ihips, and by eotcrtaining at their houfes the

coaunou ieoniea and pafleagers» the officers aodotfaiBES of fuperior rank being ufually

accommodated
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accommodated iwith lodging and entertainment at the houfes of the jonfuls and merchants

a£ the European nations, who generally redde together in a more falubrious air, about a

mile or twafrom the city, where they have good houfes and conveniences } but even from

hence they are obliged to remove on the approach of the hot feafon, when they retire to

Balain, and other villages among the mountains at ten or twelve miles diilance from the

iea-ihore, where they enjoy the benefit of cooler air, good water, and excellent fruits in

great variety and plenty.

Here is a fmall garrifon of janifaries under the command of an aga, in an old caftle by

no means in a defenftble ftate ; and fome inferior civil officers and miniftcrs of juftice refide

here : but except at the particular times when Chips of trade arrive, and during their ftay,

this place is of very little confideration. We have already mentioned the practice which

once prevailed of giving advice to the merchants of Aleppo, when (hips anchored in this

pprt by pigeons, but this is at prefent difufed.

Antioch, once the capital of Syria, but which is now chiefly in ruinfi, and hath changed

it's name to Anthstkia, lies about twenty-two miles fouthward of Scanderoon^ it is fituate

in a plain of confiderable extent, near the mouth of the river Affi, formerly the Orontesj

but the port which ufed to give ibelter to vefTels is now totally choaked up with fand. Here

are fome remains of ancient magnificence, and of a canal or aquedu<^ which appears to

have been of great importance ; but the houfes of the prefent inhabitants are fo few and low,

and fo much fcattered, and the intermediate fpaces are fo thickly planted with fruit and

other trees, that it has at a very little diftance much more the appearance of a grove than a

city. Since th3 year 1188, it has been fubjeiSl to the Turks, who have a garrifon here in

an old caftle which overlooks the town and river : feveral of the apoflies are faid to have

preached the Gofpel at Antioch; and it has alfo the honour of being the reputed birth-place

of St. Luke and St. Ignatius. The difcipies of Cbriil were firft called Chriflians in this -

city.

Nearer the mouth of the Orontes, and about twenty leagues from Scanderoon, are the

remains of Selcucia, or Seleucia Piera, once a confiderable town and port, but now reduced .

to a wretched fifhing village; a fate which has alfo befallen Orthofla, powTertafo, which i

was alfo formerly a place of trade.

South of Antioch, and in 35 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, is Laodicea, the modera .

Latakia ; it obtained the former name in honour to the mother or filter of Seleucus Ni-

canor,by whom this city was founded, and under whofe protedion, and that of his immediate

fuccefTors, it was raifed to great fplendor ?nd magnificence; and though it afterwards de-

clined exceedingly, yet it is now reftoreci to a very confiderable degree of confequence as

a maritime trading town, though not to it's original fplendor, ^s may be feen very evidently .

by the fuperb remains of it's ancient glory.

Among thefe are part of an aquedud of folid building without arches, fuppofed to be

that which hiftorians have aiTerted to have been built at this place by Herod ; and a triumphal

arch fupported by columns of the Corinthian order, the architrave adorned with military .

weapons, trophies of arms, and fliields, and the entablature noble and of admirable work- •

manihipj but this. n^onument of fallen grandeur is now converted to a mofque. In various .

places '
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places arc rows of columns of granite and porphyry, which appear to have compofed parts

of temples, or other public buildings j and at a finall didance to the weftward of the city

are the remains of a cothon of beautiful conftrudtion, in the form of an amphitheatre, ca-

pacious enough to contain all the navy of England : but it ferves at prefent only as a har-

bour for a few boats and very fmall veflllsj the entrance, which is not above forty feet wide,

and which is defended by a fmall fortrefs or cadle, being fo choaiced with fand, that it will

not admit veflels of any confidcrablc burden.

But the curiofitics which chiefly claim the attention of travellers, r.re the catacombs,

which arc about half a mile to the northward of the city towards the fea. Thefe confid of a

number of apartments, cut out of the folid rock, of different dimenfions, but moftly of one

form, being from ten to thirty feet fquare: on all fides of thefe rooms are cells more or

lefs numerous; in many of them are ftone cofHns, all of which appear to have been richly

ornamented with fculpturc, and fomeof the lids arc preferved entire, and are decorated with

bufts of men, women, and fatyrs, and with the heads of beafts of different kinds; the

coffins tliemfclves are moftly pannelled, and feme of them have pilafters of the Corinthian

and Ionic orders at the corners to fupport the lids; the entrance to ihefe apartments, and

<he communications between them, for they are of unequal depths, are by ftair-cafes cut

alfo out of the rock, the fides and fronts of which are likcwife adorned with defigns in bas

relief, correfponding with thofe on the lids of the coffins.

The Greek Chriftians have dedicated one of thefe chambers of the dead to St. Teckla,

a virgin martyr, who is fuppofed to have performed in it fome very extraordinary afls

df penance and mortification ; a fpring rifes in the midft of it, which is held in great vene-

ration, and many virtues are attributed to it's waters in the cure of jaundice, dropfies, and

many other difeafes; nay, to fuch a degree of reputation have they raifed this facred retreat

of the pious and exemplary virgin, that the aged and infirm refort to it in expectation of

receiving warning "
-ir approaching diffolutions, and the young to be gratified with

innate prediftions <re happinefs; and it is not improbable that they both receive fuch

affurances as they aie ^W'pofed to rely on, the former from their apprehenilons of mortality,

and the latter from their fanguihe hopes of future worldly felicity.

Still farther to the fouthward, in a fruitful plain, and clofe by the fea, lies Jebelee, which

was anciently called Gabala: here, too, are fplendid remains of antiquity; for though this

place was once a bifliop's fee, and probably of a ftill more important rank, it is at prefent

a m-^an and inconfiderable village. Among the remarkable veftiges of it's former dignity,

are the remains of a magnificent theatre, near the north gate of the city; the walls of this

once noble building are not above twenty feet high; great part of them having been taken

down by the Turks to«re£t and repair mofques, caravanferas, and bagnios; but the femi-

circtilar part remains entire, being onehundred yards in diameter, and having a range of fe-

venteen windows of a round or oval form j uft above the ground ; between thefe windows were

alfo fine pillars fupported on elegant pedeftals, but thefe have been long thrown down and are

moftly broken to pieces : the feats for the fpedlators alfo remain entire on the weft fide. The
exterior wall of this amphitheatre is upwards of fourteen feet thick, and is conftru£ted with

jftones of great magnitude and regular furfaces. In other parts of this city are many beau-

tiful
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liful pillars of granite, the capitals of which arc of white marble, cxtiuii'itdy poliflicd and

highly finifhcd.

As we proceed to the foiithward, near a fpring of water, called the Serpent Fountain, are

feveral monuments of antiquity; and among others a bank of folid rock, flopiiig at the fidcf,

which are hewn into regular ftairs from the top to the bottom; at the extremity is a court

fifty yards fquarc, which appears to have been excavated fo as to leave wails of three

yards in heij it on three of it's fides, that to the north being quite open ; in the center of

this area a ,: .rt of the rock has been left three yards high, anc' five and a half fquarc, on

which is cre£led a kind of throne compofed of four large ftones, forming a back, fides, and

canopy, and round the top of each ftone is a cornice of good workmanfliip: this laft men-

tioned ftru£lure has been conceived by travellers to have been a niche, or throne, for the re-

ception of fome idol, the object of religious worfliip; but it rather appears, from the one fide

being left open, and the ftair provided on each fide to facilitate the a',)proach to it, that

it was intended for a feat of juftice.

And for five or fix miles farther along the coaft are many marks of antiquity, particularly

fepulchral monuments of a pointed cylindrical form, and others hewn out of the rock: and

fo thickly fcattercd are thefe traces of decayed magnificence, as to prefent ufeful lefibns on

the weakncfs and futility of the greateft human undertakings, and the total ufeleflhefs of

endeavouring to perpetuate our names by the mod ftupendous performances of ingenuity

and grandeur! which yield alike to the ravages of time, and the attacks of violence; while the

works of the Supreme Being, which are "not made with hands," are eternnl both in beauty and

durability ! Nor does any fpot in the univerfe afford a finer opportunity of contemplating

the diftance between finite and Infinite Wifdom and Power, than that which we now de-

fcribe: where, to adopt the ideas of an ingenious traveller, there is a romantic mixture of

woods and fepulchres, rocks and grottos; where the roaring of beads and the warbling

of birds are re-echoed from the ruins, and reverberated, from the cavities of decayed palaces

and defolated temples; and where, in fpite of the devaftations of the mofl: finifhcd labours of

man, the works of God and nature flourifli in undimtniihed dignity, and the woods, the

meadows, the flowers, the fountains, and the cafcades, which furnifhed the firft poets with
fubjefts for all the luxuriance of defcription, are ftill living pi£lures, and equally the ob-

jedls of admiration and the themes of praife, at the didance of three thoufand years, whilft

the heroes they celebrated, and all the works which rendered them famous, are funk into

the dark abyfs of oblivion

!

Almoft opppofite the northern extremity of Mount Libanus, are the ruins of Arka, the

city of the Arkites of old : this place was pleaAmtly fituated, overlooking to the north

ar. extenfive and fertile plain, throughout which villages, ruined caftlcs, river?, and ftrcams

of water, are fo happily intermixed, as to offer unceafing variety as far as the eye can com-
mand; the fun rifes over an extended ridge of diftant mountains, which form the eartern

boundary of the profpcdl, and the lands opening to the weitv/ard prefent the fhores of
the Mediterranean Sea.

This city ftood on the acclivicy of a fmall hill, which being nearly of a circular form,

rendered it's fituation almoft inacceflible: at the foot of this mount, which has been con-
ceived by fome travellers to be a work of art, runs a fmall but rapid ftream ; the city, how-

A a ever. m
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ever, was fupplivd with water from Mount Libanus by an nqucdut^, the principal arch of

whicii is fnid o have exceeded an hundred feet in diameter.

That part of Syria which was formerly diftinguiftied by the name of Phasnicia, was then

bounded by that divifion of Syria which we have already defcribed on the north, by Arabia

Deferta on the eaft, by Paleftinc on the fouth, and on the weft by the Mediterranean Sen
;

and the government of it is partly vcftcd in the bcglerbcg of Damafcus, and partly in the

beglcrbig of Syria.

This fmall territory was once eminent for arts, fciences, and commerce; to the Phoenicians

have been attributed the invention of letters, the difcovery of navigation, and the art of '^\a{»

making ; and certain it is, that their trade was not only extended to nioft parts of Africa,

and e\'en Europe, but that they fcnt colonies into different parts of both thefe quarters of

the world. It is doubtful at what period the name of Phxnicia was aflumed, this being

the part of Afia which has been mentioned in Holy Writ under the denomination of the

land of Canaan.

The principal cities of ancient Phxnicia are Tripoly, Balbec, Damafcus, Tyre, and

Sidon.

The firft of thefe cities is diftinguiflied from another of the fame narie in Barbary, bf

the addition of the name of the province, being ufually called Tripolis of Syria : it is faid

to have derived it's original denomination from being formed by the union of three dif-

ferent places; all fituate at a very fmall diftance from rach other, and which ferved as dif-

tin£l fea-ports, and afterwards as a common one, to the three capital cities of Arad, SidoH)

and Tyre.

The modern town of Tripoli lies on the fide of a hill, facing the Tea, about a mile and a

half diftant from the old city, in 34 degrees 20 minutes north latitude, and 36 degrees 15

minutes eaft longitude from the meridian of London, and contains from feven to eight

thoufand houfcs, and feven times that number of inhabitants : it is defended by walls, on

which are feven towers, and a caftle or fortrefs on the higheft ground, which commands

both the town and port, and is the refidence of a baflia, who has a garrifon of about two

hundred janifarics, and governs this place and the neighbouring country. The ftreets of

the town are narrow, and it is generally ill builc: here are, however, an aquedudl, and re-

fervoirs for water, which are of tolerable conftrudlion; and the latter are raifed high enough

to diftribute the water among the upper llories of the houfe, which is equally convenient

for the religious purpofes of the Turks, and for thofe of cleanlinefs to the other inhabitants.

The place is divided into what are called the upper and lower towns ; in the former is

a mofque of fomc elegance, having been formerly a Chriftian church: here are alfo feveral

places of worfhip for the different profeffions of that religion; a monaftery ofcapuchins un-

der the protection of the French rcfident, to whom they lerve as chaplains ; and feveral

others.

At the foot of the hill runs a fmall rivulet, which works feveral mills, and has a flone

bridge over it as a communication between the two towns, and after it pafTes the walls,

waters many gardens and plantations of fruit trees, and particularly mulberry-trees, which

are cultivated here y/'uh. great care^ hi order to feed the filk-worms, of which they have
• -; - '
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vnft quantities ) (o that they not only export much unwrought fillc, hut manufatS^ure »

great deal on the fpot, this being the principal, or rather the only trade of the place.

The port is fituatcd near two miles to the weftward of the town, and was formerly fafc

and capacious, but a fand-bank has lately gathered oppofite to the town, which incrcafc^

rapidly, and threatens to choak it entirely: the harbour is formed by a piece of high land,

which runs out a confiderable way into the Tea, in a kind of femicircular curve, and is

joined to the continent by an iflhmus} on each fide the entrance is a caftle, with fome guns,

and about an hundred janifaries, but the fortreflTcs are of no conliderable flrcngth.

Balbec, the ruins of which now only remain, may from them be gathered to have been

one of the beft built and mod magnificent cities of the eaft, when ii flourifhed in all it's

fplendor, under the denomination of Heliopolis of Ctt's-Syria, or of Phxnicia.

It is fituated in the valley of Bocat, which is of confiderable extent, of great fertility,,

and excellently watered by the rivers Litane and Bardouni ; which, joining in the plain,

form the Caflmah or Cafimiah, and under that name fall into the fea near Tyre : yet, un-

der thefe advantages, the greater part of the plain remains uncultivated, though there arc

fome fpots fown with corn, and planted with vineyards, but fcarce a tree in the whole ex-

tent of it.

The prefent inhabitants are not above five thuufanu i number, moftly Turks, though

there are fome f«w Chriftians and Jews; but they are ail alike poor, being without trade

or manufactures, and poflefllng neither fpirit orinduft;; to purfue the labours of agriculture.

At the eaft end of the wall which encompaflcb the mclern town, are t!ie remains of a

mod magnificent temple: and if the portico hod been left to the depredations of time only,

it would have remained a noble monument of it's ancient beauty and elegance; but two
Turkiih towers which have been ere£ted on it's ruins, have made a wretched alteration in

it's appearance. Behind this portico is an hexagonal court, into which it lerved as an en-

trance, and which appears to have been adorned with buildings no lefs fplendid ; and orna-

mental pilafters of the Corinthian order, with niches for ftatues, enrich the walls; the

doors arc ornamented with equal art, and the entablature wiiich furrounds the whole

building above the pilafters, has feftoons admirably executed : a colonade furrounded the

whole; but of this fcarce any thing remains but the pedeftals, the area being ftrcvt^ed with,

broken pieces of columns, capitals, and other ornamental parts of the buildings.

From this court there is a pafTage into another of quadrangular form, which appears to

have be^n built and ornamented in nearly the fame manner as that laft defcribcd, and is at'

prefent in pretty much the fame ftate.

Pafling through this fecond court, you arrive at the temple; of which the principal re-

mains are, nine columns fupporting an entablature; the (haft of each of tliefc columns is

compofed of three ftones of the fame dimenfions, joined without cement by means of

a fingle iron pin, half of which is let into the face of the lower (tone, and received into

that of the next, and the fockets in each ftone appear to have been capable of receiving a
pin of about one foot long, and nearly the fame diameter: and this method of faftenin^ the

different ftones together feems to have prevailed throughout all the buildings, and contri-

Viitod lb greatly to th«ir flrength, that in one part of the ruins of this place one of the co-

lumns.
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lumns has fallen againft a wall with fuch violence as to crufli the ftone it fell againft and

f[)l inter part of it's own fliaft, yet the joinings do not appear to have been fliaken or in the

fmalleft degree affeiSUd by the concuflion.

But here is another temple in a part which does not feem to correfpond with that we
have defcribed in any regula-.ty of fituation, and muit therefore be fuppofed to have been

dedicated to fonie other charadter of the Heathen mythology; this has ftill a periftyle of

eight columns in front and fifteen in flank, which continue to fupport their entablature, in'

fpite of ail the attempts which the Turks have made to dcftroy them, in order to get the

iron ufed in holding tOTcther the (tones of this fine building. The arch of the portico at

the entrance is divided into compartments by carved work and mouldings, and thefe com-

partments are partly hexagons and partly rhomb-, in the proportion of four of the latter to

one of the former, in i|ternate fucceflion : the pannels of rhomboidal form, contain heads or

medallions of gods, heroes, and emperors ; the hexagons are likewife filled with ornaments of

the fame kind, though fomeofahem have more compleat figures, defcriptivcof circumftances

relative to the ancient mythology ; fuch as a half length of the goddcfs Diana, Leda and the

fwan, Ganymede on an eagle's back, and others. A row of Corinthian columns rife to. the

top of the building within, and fupport an entablature of fuitablc elegance; between each

column is a niche finely executed, and over each niche a correfpondent opening or canopy,

lupported by fmall columns : but the roof of this temple is entirely fallen in, and plan.ts and

flirubs are fcen growing out of the ruinous entablature.

Tothe weft of thefe ruins are thofe of a circular temple, the outfidc of which is of the

Corinthian order, .ind within a mixture of Corinthian and Ionic : but the exterior beauty

of it is deftroyed by the eredtion of Turkifli houfes againft it; and the Greeks have con-

verted the interior part into a church, and for that purpofe have divided the lower or Ionic

part from the Corinthian, which is above the prefent roof.

At the fouth-weft end of the city, a fmall part of the foot of the mountain Antilibanus I9

inclofcd within the walls, and on this fpot is a fingle Doric column of confidcrable height,

but principally remarkable for having a fmall bafon on the top of it's capital, from whence

there is a femicircular channel of five or fix inches deep cut down the fide of the column:

if this channelj as it appears, was defigned to carry water from the bafon, we are at a lofsto

conceive how it could be firft conveyed into that receptacle.

And fo full is the whole modern city of thefe different ruins, that it appears a confufed

chaos of undiftinguifliable beauty and barbarifm, where ancient temples and modern mofques

lift their heads together; and the very walls of the prefent inhabited city arc compofed of

the common ftoncs of the country, mingled in wild diforder, with broken columns, enta-

blaturcF, and capitals, and tables containing Greek infcriptions, which are in many places

revtrfed, and by that means rendered illegible.

Without the walls of the city, and at a very fmall diftance from it, arc quarries ofa kind

of free-flonc, from whence it is moft probable the vaft quantity of huge ftones employed in

building the walls of the temples were originally taken; and this conjciSlure receives addi-

tional weight from'obfcrving at thofe quarries feveral ftones of the like fize and (hape

which remain unmoved, and one of thefe ftones which, though cut into the intended forni^

. . has
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has not been fcparated from the rock at it's bafe, appears by admeafurement to contain the

enormous load of eleven hundred tons ; a magnitude fo much beyond the efforts of all the

force which human art could bring together at this time, that it leaves enquirers totally in

the dark as to the ufe or dcftination for which it could pulTibly be intended, as well as to

the means which could have been ufed to employ it ut all, at the time when it was evidently

defigned for fome immediate purpofe.

Various conjeiSlures have been formed with rcfpcdt to the founder of thefe works of mag-

nificence and grandeur. The traditionary reports of the inhabitants afcribc them to Solo-

mon : and the warm imaginations oF thefe callern bigots, reprefent the city of Balbec a)

the favourite retirement of that rich, powerful, and luxurious monarch; where, accord*

ing to their accounts, he retired from the pomp and toils of (late, to the undilturbcd

enjoyment of love and pleafiire.

But thefe are mere ideas, unfupported by the fmallcft fhadow of probability; nor do

thofe opinions appear better founded, which attribute the cre<^ion of thefo ftupendous tem-

ples to the ancient Phoenicians ; for, if we recoiled) that thefe buildings are of the Co-

rinthian and Ionic orders, we (hall iind reafon to be aflured, that they are of a much
more modern date than the flourifhing times of thefe pec^ile : and, from the latter circum-

ftances, we fhould be inclined to fix the foundation of them to the time this country was

in the poflefllon of the Greeks, if the total filence of all hiltorians from the time it was

fubdued by Alexander to the conqueft of it by Pompey, did not raife very confiderable

doubts as to the exiftence of thefe buildings at either of thofe periods.

They muft therefore be concluded to be buildings of a itill later date : and the only

hiftorian who has mentioned them, fays exprefsly, that Antoninus Pius ere^ed a temple

t? Jupiter, at Heliopolis, near Mount Libanus in Phoenicia, which was one of the won-

ders of the world j nor is it furprizing that the eredtion of fo magnificent a temple,

dedicated to Jove, fliould produce many more in honour to other gods of the heathen

mythology, as it is well known it was ufual to place feveral temples, dedicated tq different

deities, as near together as poIEble.

The city of Damafcus is fituated in 33 degrees of north latitude, at a fmall difbnce

from the river Barrady: it is called by the Turks, Sham; and is defended by a caftle of

confiderable fize, though of no great ftrength, in which is an arfenal, conftfting chiefly

of old arms formerly taken from the Chriftians.

Damafcus appears to the greateft advantage, when it is viewed from a precipice of thofe

mountains, froni a cleft of which the river above-mentioned iifues, pouring down by
a ftream twenty yards broad, into the delightful plain on which, at about two miles

diftance, the city itfelf is fituated. This plain, which is perfectly level, is fo amazingly

extenfive, that the mountains furrounding it's extremity can hardly be difcerncd even

from the precipice we have juft mentioned: and the fcene is rendered inexpreflibly beau-

tiful, as well by the numerous gardens which every where furround the city, (fo as to be

deemed more than thirty miles in circumference, and from amidft the trees of which rife

an innumerable variety of obelifks, fummer-houfet, turrets, and minorets) as by the

pleafuig courfe of the river Barrady} which, on it's precipitating from the mountains,

B b divides
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divides itrdf into thi-tfii flrdims, the largeft of which nins through the city, «4tere k
)l>Tentifully fupplies all the reftrvoirs and fountains} and the two others^ paffing on the

right and left, diiperfe a multitude of little currents among the gardens, where they are

improved into cafcades, fountains, and other aquatic ornaments, receiving additional

)uftre from the intenfe heat of the climate, which tenders a profufion of water one df

the chief luxuries, and from the conftant verdure and fertility fo libtrally produced hf
this circumftance.

The garden walls are of a yery lingular ftru£bure, being compofed of bricks two yarda

in length, one in breadth, and half a yard thick. Thefe bricks, after heing well dried in

the fun, are placed in two rows, edgeway one upon the other ; and thus form, in thi»

warm country, a ftrong and durable wall, built with gi^eat expedition, and at an expence

very inconfiderable.

The city of Damafcus is about twd lAiles in length, and is faid to contain near two
hundred mofques, the moft el^ant of which was formerly a Chriftian church dedicated it»

St. John the Baptift. This is a very noble ftru£lure; and the gates, which are re*

larkably large, are wholly covered with brafs: before it is a fpacious paved court,a hun>
dred and fifty yards long, and near a hundred broad } on the three neareft fides of which is

a double cloifter, fupported by two rows of granite Corinthian eolumiis,'exc«eding beauti-

ful and lofty. There are feveral relics preferved by the Turks in this moique } amoi^g

the reft, they produce a head which they pretend to be St. John's: and theymaintain that

Chrift will on the day of judgment defcend into this mofque, and Mahomet into that at

Jerufalem.

The ftreets of this city, like tbofe of other hot -countries, are excacdingly nanow{'«ndl

the houfts in general are built with no better materials than bricks hardened in the fun,-or

Fiemilh wall coarfelyphiftered over: 1o that when tiny vioknt^ rains vwflidie-fides of the

hoiifes, the whole city Ifecomes a peffefl quagmire. The.:gftt«srMid> doors of «hefe Aruc-

tui'es are, notwithftanding, decorated withmarble, carvfcd and iitkud with ^great art andt

beauty: nor can any thing appear more truly grotefque and ridiculous, than this ftraqge

mixture of mUd and marble, mieannefs and grandeur. There is ufually a large court within

thefe buildings. With Mofaic pavements of variegated marble, enridied with fupesb foun-

t)!ins, and furiminded by fplehdid apartments, the cielings >of which ai-e finely, gilt and'

r:.' ited after the Turkiih manner, and the cu&iens and cai>pctS'are cematkably rich and'

Deautiful.

; The caftle, which Is a good ruftic building, is in ttfelf like a fmall town, being three

iiiindred and fok'ty paces in length, and near three hundred in breadth, and having houfes

-dnd even ftreets within itfelf.. 1'he famous- Damafcus fteel -was anciently kept in "this

place, and it is ftiil the repofitory of a vaft^ quantity of -arms and armour formerly taken;

from the ChriftiaAS.

They fliew, in this city, a fmaiil grotto, with a Ghriftiah altar and a Tttrkifh oratory

tentjgttous to each other, in which, acc^dtaj^ to the tradition of the inbabitants, St.^Paul

-^^ifcftorcd to bis fight by Ananias,

iliefe
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Tliere U a large coflTee-houfe in this city, capable of entertaining, under the (hade of

it's trees, near five hundred people. And in this place there are two quarters for the re-

ception of ^efts; one adapted to the fummer, the other to the winter : that for the fum-

mer is afmail iffl^nd^ fucrounded by a large an<l rapid ftream, and compleatly {haded with

trees and matS} where the Turks refort in great numbers, being paiBonately fond of the

{hade of gnecD tjxes ^d running water ; the fight of which, they obferve, with a beauti-

ful face, are together capable of difperfing the moft fettled melancholy.

At fome difiance from Damafcius is a hill of confiderable height, on which, according to>

the tradition of the natives, is the place where Cain and Abel offered facrifice, and where

the latter was dun by his brother.

If a ftranger wiihes to fee the gardens or other curioilties at a difhnce from the city, as

the Turlcs will not fuffer him to ride on horfeback, he is obliged either to walk, or ride

en an afe i ^»/oc tips purpofe, there gre afles al>yays (landing in the {greets, ready for

mountiiig: oor-.bi^s &e rid^ any foct of o(;ca{ion either for a whip or fpurs, the owner of

the a^j or his ierrant, co^antly attending, and goading the ,^nimal to force him along.

TiK' *'4de pf Danulcu; is vvy confiderable: one of it's chief manufa£tures is that of

making fwords, Jcnives,^ aud other articles in {leel i the excellent temper of which is faid

to ari{e from ibow rpeculiar prt^F^y in^the w^fe^. TJhey alfo.co^tjniie to manufadure

thofe beautiful filM, which froin this city Jiave obtained the native of ,Dama/ks ; and deal

pretty ezteoiivriy in rair »od wo(](«d,iUks, rofe^watu.extra^d ffOin ^he celebrated Damalk,

lofes, fruits* and.wiBe* «

Weil of Painafi:iM,oik.t]|e.coaff to the {butfav^rd' of Tripoli, a.nd in 33 degrees 33 mi-

fiutes of north laritadf, is ,tb(B port of Sudon, called by the Turjis, Sayd. It is the

refidence of a /Fur^ifli haffia* who Uvea in an.old unfurniflle^ palace, near the caftle by

which diis place is defiaided. This city .was formerly of great {Irength, and had a very

«xten{we trade} rbut thong^ it is at,prc{bnt extremely populous, has a tolerable {bare

of trade, and a pretty well frequented: harbour, it has amazingly loft it's former gran>

deur and dignity, as is evident from- the man^ beautiful columns and other fplendid

icmains of what it once was,, continually found in the gardens and other' places without

die preient walls.

To the foutb of Sidon^ at the difbince of about twenty miles, and in 33 degrees of

north latitude,. 'ftands the ancient Tyre, now called Sur. This city was once famous for

a peculiar kind of ihell-fifli, which' produced a moil beautiful purj^e, thence called the

Tyrian dye. Though this place is now only a. heap of venerable ruins, it has iUll two

harbours} one ofwhich, on the north fide, is extremely good, but the other is entirely

choaked up with the renains of this ancient city. It is now-only inhabited by a few poor

fiiherraen, who live in a miferable manner, in fuch vaults and caves as they have been able

to make from the ruins of it's original grandeur. The adjacent country is watered by a

number ofline fprings, iHiich render it naturally iiertile ;, but it remains at prefent wholly

uncultivated.

The province or country of PalefKnej fo called from the Philiitlnes, who formerly dwelt

en the fea cox^ (and which has been named judea,,from Judah } and is, from it's being

the
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the birth-place of Chrift, and the chief fccnc of his mihidry, frequently termed the Holy
Land) is on tiic north bounded by Mount Libanus, which feparates it from that part of

Syria anciently called Phoenicia ^ on the eaft, by Mount Hermon, which divides it from

Arabia Dcferta ; on the fouth, by Arabia Petraeaj and on the weft, by the Mediterranean

Sea.

This country is fttuated between 31 and 33 degrees 30 minutes, of northern latitude ;

the longeft day being about fourteen hours and a quarter: it is a hundred and fifty miles

'long, and generally eighty broad j but it is in fomc parts wider, and in others flill nar-

rower.

The climate of Paleftine differs little from that of Barbary, except in being fomcwhat
hotter. The eafterly win-Is, though fometimes tempeduous, are ufuallydry; while the

weilerly ones are generally attended with rain. Though, from the fituation of this coun-

try with refpetSl to the equator, one might naturally expe£l excefSvc heats^ yet Mount
Libanus is, from it's vaft height, condantly covered with fnow during the whole winter.

An ingenious writer mentions an uncommon phenomenon which attended himfelf and

company, in travelling by night through the vallies of Mount Ephraitn, the account of

which may not be unpleafant to the readc : this was a kind of ignis fatuus, which af-

fumed a variety of appearances, and continued to accompany them upwards of an hour.

Sometimes it appeared of a globular form, at others like the flame of a taper; then in a

-moment it fpread out to fuch a magnitude, as to involve the whole company in it's pale,

glimmering, inofFenfive light ; after which, contra&ing itfelf a little by degrees, it fud-

denly dtfappeared : in lefs than a minute, 'however, it became viflble again, aflumed the

fame appearances as before:; and continued to change, difappear, and revive, during the

full fpace above-mentioned-; flitfting about from one prlace to another, and expanding it-

felf at particular intervals over at kaft two or three acres of the adjacent mountains. It

was remarked that the.atmofphere had been uncommonly thick and hasy, and the dew un-

ufually unctuous and clammy, the preceding evening.

In this country, the firft rains, as they are called, generally begin to fall early

in November ; and the latter, fometimes in the middle and fometimes towards the end of

April : but the lands are feldom refrefhed with rain during the fummer feafon. If, in the

country round Jerufalem, a moderate quantity of fnow falls at the beginning of February,

plentiful harvefts are expe^ed ; and the inhabitants, when this happens, make fimilar re-

joicings to thofe which are adopted by the Egyptians in honour of the Nile.

The rocks oi this country are in many places covered with a foft chalky fubftance, in-

cloflng a great variety of fhells and corals. Much the greater part of the mountains of

Carmel, as well as thofe near Jerufalem and Bethlehem, are likewife covered with a white

chalky ftratum ; in the former of which many ftones are gathered, which being in the

•forms of melons, peaches, olives, and other fruits, are not only impofed on pilgrims as

ithofe fruits petrified, but receive a confiderable enhancement in price from certain pre-

tended medicinal qualities they are aflerted to polTefs as antidotes to a variety of difeafes

:

iind, indeed, though the petrified melons and peaches are merely round flint ftones ofvarious

iises« with fparry knobs on theinftdes which they call their feeds and kernels ; yet itnuift

be
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be confeflod, that the olives have be-m long confidered as an approved mciiicmc for the-ftone

and gravel, being the lapidet Judaici of the (hops. There are, likewifc, a variety of cari-

ofities of a flmilarnature, firith which the pilgrims are ufually prefentcd in ret*.: rn for

thoir benefadions : fuch as the chalk-ftone of the grotto at Bethlehem, called the Virgin'^

milk; the little round calculi, calkd the Virgin's peace ; beads of the Gethfeniane olive-

ftonej the waters of Jordan and Siloam ; the toks. of Jericho } and many others.

The river Jordan, which rifes in Mount Libanus, and runs from north to fouth, form-

ing two lakes, the one formerly called the Sea of Galilee or Lake of Tiberias, the other

the Dead Sea, is not only the nioft confiderabie one in all Paleftine, but is much larger

than any other, except the Nile, either in the Levant or JBarbary. An ingenious traveller

fays, that though he could not compute this river, on the whole, at more than thirty yards

wide, 'he tyct found it, even at the brink, full nine feet deq> : from which he argues;, that

if we (1^ ihis laft admeafurement for the mean dq>tli of the ftream, whidh runs after ithe

rateoftwomiles an hoiir, during the whole year, <tbe river Jordan will be found daily t»

d>(bh«rge -into the Dead Sea ilbout (ix millions minety thoufand tons of water. &\iCY. an

aftonifliing quantity of water daily received, without extending the limits of that fea, or

rather lake,ihas occafioned it to be conjedured that much muft of neceffity be either carried

off by fubterraneous cavities, or abforbed by the burning fands of this country : but if,

agreeable to the generally received computation, the Dead Sea is feventy-two miles ui

length, and eighteen in breadth, by allowing, according to the oUervation of a,great na-

tural iphih^Tophec* a daily exhalation of fix thouland nine hundred and fourteen tons of

vapour foreach 'fquare mile, it will follow that there are every day drawn up in clouds, -for

the rclinflMnent of'the earth by rain and dews, eight millions nine handred and fixty thou<

fand tons, being nearly a third part more than it appears to receive from the;river.

The water of this 'lake is exceeding clear, and not jnly (alt, but alfo bitter and nau-

feous to a very great d^ree; and an ingenious traveller, vHio being deHrous of trying it's

ftrength, wrent'in to iwim, reports that it bote him up with uncommon force.

This lakebas Always been renurkable for a peculiar kind of bitumen, which is (aid to

fife fromthe bottom at certain tines, in large hemifpheres; and which, the moment they

reach Che furfawe of the water Xo as to be adted on by the external air, burft with a great

noife and a conltderable fmoke, and difperfe themfelves into innumerable pieces * but

thei«gb ^is is the snanocr of fuch eruptions as happen near the (bore, yet they are in

greater depths fupipo(ed only to^lifcover themfelvef by columns of finoke which are fre-

4}ucntly .feen afcendlng from the lake. On the rlilr.^ of this bitumen, it is probably accom-
pMiied with fulphuri both being promifcuoufly found on the (hore: the latter of which
cxaAly wfemblcs native fulpfaur, «nd die former is brittle, and yields a -foetid fmell upon
ftidion .or being fet on fire; it is alio equal in bladuiefs to the fineft jet» which it txM&Vf
refembles in it's bright and ifliiniBg appearance.

On the fliore of this lake there are likewife found, (at well as upon ike neighbouring

hills) a black kind of pebbles, «i4>idile of being carved, and of receiving a poli(h equal to

thefiacftiiurUei which, .«n Jiolding dicm to the flame of a candle, hum with a moft
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ofFenfive fmell ; but, though in burning the;; Ibfe much of their weight, their bulk re-

mains undiminiflied.

It has been reported that no fifh or other animal can poffibly live within thefe deadly

waters J and that even the birds which attempt to fly over them, conftantly fall dead into

the lake, but fo far arc thefe ideas from having any foundation in fa£t, that birds conti-

nually fly over the lake without appearing to receive the leaft injury; and (hells, refembling

thofe of oyfters, are frequently caft up by the waves, and may always be feen on the

fliore. Equally void of truth are the ridiculous reports propagated by fome writers, re-

fpe£ting the apples of Sodom ; there being nothing of the kind to be feen near this lake,

or any tree from which fuch fruit could be expe£led ; nor is any fuch circumftance at all

mentioned by the neighbouring inhabitants.

Modern infidelity has endeavoured to avail itfelf of the rocks of Paleftine, the prefent

barrennefs of the country, and the unfavourable circumftances ?ttending it's climate, in

order to falfify the Scripture accounts of the fertility of this Promifed Land, which repre-

fent it as a country flowing with milk and honey. But a learned and judicious traveller,

who appears to have examined the country with an uncommon degree of accuracy, and

who is known to have been qualified by the founded philofophy to make the moft juft ob-

fetvations, infifts that the Holy Land, were it as wuir cultivated as formerly, would be

far more fertile than the choiceft parts of Syria and Phoenicia; the foil being in general

much richer, and, every thing confidered, capable of yielding larger and better crops : for

the cotton produced in the plains of Zabulon, Efdraelon, and Ramah, is greatly fuperior

to that whi-h is gathered near Tripoli and Sidon ; and it is not poffible for pulfe, wheat,

or any other grain, to exceed what is commonly fold at Jerufalem. It is therefore

clear, that the Jterility of which thefe fliort-fighted cafuills complain, proceeds not from

any natural want of fertility in the land; but folely from the want of inhabitants, the in-

dolence which prevails among the few who poflefs it, and the perpetual difcords, deprada-

tions, and rapacity, of the petty tyrants who (hare this fine country. And, indeed, the

inhabitants can have but little inclination to cultivate the earth, in a country where the

hu(bandman is obliged, while fowing, to be accompanied by an armed friend to prevent

his being robbed of the feed ; and where, after all, it is very uncertain whether the har-

veft will ever be reaped by the fower.

The country about Jerufalem, in particular, having been defcribed as rocky and moun-^

tainous, it is thence raihly concluded to be barren. But this is fo far from being a6tually

the cafe, even at the prefent day, that though the plains and vallies are ftill as fertile as

ever, and notwithftanding the want of a proper culture, which has for m^ny ages notori-

oufly prevailed,, they are almofl wholly neglected and abandoned; while every little hill is

crouded with inhabitants: nor can this partiality be with truth afcribed ta any greater

iecurity they imagine themfelves to pofll-fs than what they might experience if they refided

in the plains; for, as they have no walk or fortifications to fecure either their villages or

encampments,, and there are but few places by any means difficult of accefs, both lie

equally expofqd to the ravages of an enemy. It is therefore clear, that the preference they

{ive to high fituations is folely owing to their fuperiority in accommodating them with

the
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the necefrary conveniences of life. On thefe hills they are plentifully fupplied Svith

fprings of excellent water, for the refrefliment of thenifelves and cattle : and while, in

feme places, the mountains abound with rofemary, thyme, fage, and fuch aromatic plants

as are chiefly fought by the bees ; others are equally well furnilhed with flirubs, and a

delicate fliort grafs, both of which are far more grateful to the cattle, and not only ren-

der their milk confiderably richer, but their flefh much fweeter and more nourifhing, than

the plants and herbage of the meadows and fallow grounds.

Thefe mountainous diftri6ls have alfo been in other refpe^ls advantageous ; being for-

merly well planted with olive-trees, one acre of which, properly regulated and improved,

is worth confiderably more than twice the fame extent of arable ground : and fcveral parts

of Paleftine are by the ancients reprefented to have been no lefs celebrated for abundance

of date-trees, than the province of Idumea, to which it is contiguous.

In the early ages, corn, wine, oil, milkj and honey, were the chief food and luxuries

of mankind; all of which were moft plentifully produced in this country: and though*

the amazing quantities which rendered it then fo famous in this refpeA are moft aftoniQi-

ingly diminifhed ; yet the inhabitants are ftill far from being deftitute of thefe articles,

the quantity of which it is always in their own power to increafe. And, indeed, wine

only excepted, they at prefent poflefs them all in great abundance; and even this laft ar-

ticle, from the richnefs of the little that' continues to be made at Jerufalem and Hebron;,

furniflies moi'e than a fufficient proof that thefe falfely deemed barren rocks, are yet ca->

pable of ftirnifting very confiderable quantities of the moftdelicTous liquors, could the

Turks and Arabians be prevailed on to encourage the cultivation of the vine.

The plains between Jaffa and Ramah, and leveral other places in the road to Jerufal'imi

are, towards the beginning of March, remarkably diftinguiflied by beds of tulips, frutilla-

ries, and other plants of the fame clafs : but 'the balfam-tree is no longer found in thifs

country, nor are the mandrakes mentioned in Scripture at prefent to be (ben; though thti

Chriftian inhabitants at Jerufalem fuppofe the friiit of this laft to be nothing more than the

pods of thejelathon, a leguminous plant peculiar to corn-fields. The boccora, or early

fig, ripens about the middle of June; and no fooner does it approach to perfection, than

the kermes, or fummer fig, which is that fold by the grocers, and which is feldem ripe

before Auguft, begins to be formed r the tree then frequently puts forth- another crop^

ufually of a much larger fliape, and of a darker colour, which continues to hang ripening

on the tree, even after the leaves are fhed ; and, on the winter's proving mild, is gathered

in the fpring, \n*en it is efteemed very delicious.

The courttry abounds, in every part, with great plenty of game; fuch as antelopes,

hares, rabbits, partridges, woodcocks, fnipes, teal, and feveral others; all of which are

caught by hawking and hunting. The hawks are in general of the fize and nature of our
gofs-hawks, atid ire 'ftrong enoiigh to bring down a buftard, or even ftop an antelope at

full fpeed-. Among th^ moft remarkable animal*, is the daman Tfrael^ which fignifies If-

rael's lamb; this is the faphan mentioned in Scripture, and is common- both in Mount
Libanus, and In other parts of the country : it is about the fize of a rabbit, but of a

browner coIoutj, with fmaller eyes, and a more pointed head ; the fore-feet are fhort, but

the-
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the hind-ones remarktbly long in proportion. Though thefe animals, like tlie rabbit,

fometimes burrow in the ground, yet they more frequently fhclter thcmfelvet in the holes

and clefts of the rocks.

The cityof Acra, anciently called Accho, is fituated in 32 degree8'4omiuutts of northern

latitude ; and is one of the hvf places from which the people of Jfrael were never able to

expel the native Canaanites. Afterwards, being enlarged by Ptolemy the Firft, it was

by him called Ptolcmais ; but it has fince refumed the above refemblance to it's original

name. Many obftinate difputes were coiitefted at this place, between the Croifadors and

Saracens. It was taken by Richard the Firft, king of England, and Philip of France,

in the year 1 191,, and given to the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, who kept the poffef-

lion about a hundred years : when it was taken by the Turks, after a longfiege} who, to

prevent it's occafioningany fuch future flaughter, entirely razed it to the ground. The fitu-

ation of tfaiscity <i8 as advantageous as poflible : a fpaoious fertile plain encompafles it on

the north and eaft; on the weft, it is waflied by the Mediterranean Sea; and on theibuth,

by a large 'bay extending from the city as far as Mount Carmel; but it at prefent contains

little elfe than a few cottages blended with prodigious heaps of ruins, which fervc only to

ihew the ftrength it formerly poflefled.

Among the general heaps, the following ftru&ures are particularly diftinguilhed, by the

evident marjis they ftill bear of fuperior ftrength and magnificence: the cathedral of St.

Andrew, which rifes higher and is of courfe more confpicuous than any other edifice}

the church of St. John s the convent of the knights hofpitallers, with die palace of the

grand mafter of that order ; and fome renuins of a large church that once belonged to a

convent, refpe£ling which the Chriftian inhabitants relate an extraordinaipy ftory,

ilrongly refembling a well-known circumftance that happened in our own country. The
Turks havii%, after a long ficge, taken this city by ftorm, in the year 1291, the abbcfs

of the convent, dreading the treatment ufual in fuch cafes, aflembled her nuns} and having

exhorted them to mangle and disfigure their faces, as the only means of preferving their

chaftity, with a fortitude truly heroic flie immediately embraced the fliocking alternative,

by cutting ofF her own nofe and lips : encouraged by fuch aftoniifaing magnanimity, they

all fo effc^ually followed her example, that they foon became incapable of exciting any

other paffion than that of horror i and the di(appointed foldiers, finding inftead of (be

blooming beauties they expeded, a fcene more deplorable than the imagination can wcU
conceive, with unexampled cruelty put them all to the fword.

The city of Acra appears to have been formerly furrounded with a double wall defended

by towers; and, without the walls, ditches, ramparts, and a fort of bafiions faced with

ftone, are in many places ftili to be feeiu

To the fouth of Acra is Sebaftia, the ancient Samaria, and coital of the Sen tribes

after their revolt from David. This city received it's .prefent name from Herad; who,

having rendered it very magnificent, called it Sebaftia, in honour of Auguftus Oaefar. It

was feated <m a long mount of an oval form, which rifes in a fertile 'vailoy ^bounded

by a range of hills ; but is now wholly converted intpgardenc, nopart of 'ibis onceifa>

mous city remaining, but a large fquare furrounded with coluoms, and the mias of a

«hurch
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church faid to have been en&ed over the place where John the Baptift wa$ imprifoncJ and

beheaded. There is a ftair-cafe in the body of this c|jurch, which defcends into the dun-

geon where the blood of the Baptift is related to have been (bed. Sebafta is now only in-

habited by a few poor Turkith families, who hold this prifon in great veneration.

Somewhat farther to the fouth is Naplofa, the ancient Sychem j which is fituatcd be-

tween Mount Ebal on the north, and Mount Gerizim on the fouth. The Samaritans,

whofe chief reftdence is at Sychem, have a fmall temple on Mount Gerizim, to which, at

certain feafons, they ftill repair for religious worfliip ; and where, as it is faid, they once

a year aflemble, for the purpofe of offering facriiices.

It was on one of thefe mountains that God commanded the children of Ifraej to fet up

great ftones plaiftered and infcribed with the body of the law; and to eredl an altar, and

offer facrifices, feading, and rejoicing, before him. But whether Ebal or Gerizim was

the place appointed for this folemnity, it is difficult to determine : as the Hebrew Penta-

teuch, from which our tranflation is taken, mentions Ebal as the place appointed for that

occafion ; while the Samaritan text has fet down Gerizim as the diftinguiflied and highly-

favoured fpot. And a learned traveller, who vifited the chief prieft of the Samaritans,

difcourfing with him refpediing this and fome other variations, was told that the Jews,

out of hatred to the Samaritans, had corrupted the text, by putting Ebal for Gerizim

}

be .'aufe, as the Samaritans worfliipped on the latter mountain, they would not, on that

account, allow it to be the true place appointed by God for his worfliip : in confirmation

of which affertion he obferved, that Ebal, being the mountain of curfing, was naturally un-

pleafant; whi|e Gerizim, which was the mountain of blefling appointed for religious fefti-

Tals, was both fertile and agreeable. He, however, candidly acknowledged, that none of

the great ftones which Joihua was directed to fet up, could at prefent be found on Mount
Gerizim.

Not far diftant from Naplofa it Jacob's Well, rendered famous by the conference of

Chrift with the woman of Samaria : over this place there once ftood a large church built

by St. Helena, of which only the foundation now remains. The well is covered by an

old ftone vault, into which pilgrims are let down through a hole; and, on removing a

broad flat (lone at the bottom, they difcover the mouth of the well, which is dug out of the

folid rock, and is near three yards in diameter, and thirty-five deep, about five of which

are filled with water: fo that the relations of certain travellers, who aflert it to be wholly

and conftantly dry, except on the anniverfary of the day that Chrift fat on it's fide, when
they pretend it bubbles up plenty of water, are clearly void of foundation.

Jerufalem, called by the Turks, Eleods, or the Holy City, was formerly the capital of

J'Jea, after David had conquered the Jebufites. In the eleventh year of the reign of Ze-
dekiah, it was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, when the Jews were led captive to Babylon; and
feventy years after the birth of Chrift, it was uken- and entirely deftroyed by the Romans,
furniflhing one of the moft remarkable fieges in hiftory. Afterwards, the Emperor Adrian
built a new city, hear the ruins of ancient Jerufalem, which was taken by the Pedians
in the year 614, and by the Saracens in Sjjbi and, being again taken by the Romans, in

the year 1099, *^^ founded a new kingdom, which lafted eighty-eight years under
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nirt king*} when Saladin, king of Egypt and Syria, got the poffefloni and in Ills

year laiy, the Saracens were driven |way by the Turks, in whoA hand* it haa ever finoe

lemaiocd.

The prefent city, which is about three miles in circumference, is fituated in 31 degrees

50 minutes of northern latitude, and i" the 36th degree of eaft longitude firem London,

upon a rocky mountain, on all fides of 1 rhich, except towards the north, are fteepafcents^

the whole being again furrounded with hills, fo that it appears as if built in an amphi-

theatre.

From the peculiarity of it's fituation, there is no place which aflRxds a diftant view of

Jerufalem : that from the Mount of Olives, which is the beft, and perhaps die fartheft,

being fo near, that it has been obferved, when Chrift was there, he might be literally faid

to weep oviR it. However, there are but few remains of that city, either as it appeared

in the time of our Saviour, or as it vras afterwards built by Adrian; it's very fituation

being changed : for Mount Sion, the higheft part of the ancient Jerufalem, is now almoft

wholly excluded j while the places contiguous to Mount Calvary, where Chrift fufiered

without the gate, are at prefent nearly in the center.

The walls of Jerufalem are by no means ftrong, nor have they any bailiont{ but towera

areereAed on them, after the ancient method of fortification, and it is on one fide defended

by an incenfiderable ditch. The city had feven gates; one of which, called tlie Golden

Gate, is entirely clofcd up: the others are, that of Bethlehem; Mount Sion; Sterqutlint,

or the Dunghill Gate; St. Stephen's; Herod's; and that of Damafcus.

The Areetsof this ancient city are narrow, and the houfes in general mean. The inha-

bitants, who are far from being numerous, confift of Turks, Arabs, Jews, and Chriftians,

and derive their chief fupport from the accommodation of ptlgrtmst They are governed

by a TurkiHi bafba ; who refides here, and collects the Grand Signior's tribute ft<om the

prieftsand pilgrims, whom he alfo proteds from the depredations of the Arabs, in their

excurfions to fuch holy places in the adjacent country as are ufually vifited by flrangers.

N.O European Chriflian is permitted to enter the city till the governor is informed of hi»

arrival, and has received the cuftomary duties; nor is he even then, unlets accompanied

by feme public minifter or conful, allowed to remain arntedor on borfeback.

Alt the European Chriftiar.s, of whatever pcrfuafion, ufually go to the Latin or Popi(h

convent, wlftre they are entertained by the guardian and friars proportionably to the ftate

of their finances' : fome diftinSion being however made between thofe who vifit them merely

from motives of euriofity, ani. fuch as have travelled thither for the purpofes of devotion.

Indeed, the pilgrims are treated with peculiar marks of refpe£t and attention. They are

mAtally met without the gates of the city, where they pay duty, by the druggerman or in-

terpreter, with others deputedfrom the convent, by whom they are accompanied to the cloifter^

and hondfomely entertained; after which they h-ave air apartment afligned them, where their

Itet are waihed. They are afterwards conduAed to the chapcP; and' the father-guardian,

attended by all his monks, having made the pilgrims fit or a couch of crimfon vefvet^

wafhes their ket in veflTels of water mixed with rofes, and kifits them, ' When the guardian

kas finiflied this ceremony, it is repeated by all the moaks, who continue to in^hymns and'

anthems



TURKY IN ASIA. 107

anthem during tho whol« time : and, at the conclufion, each pilgrim being prcfented

with a wax taper, they all join in proceflion about the cloifter, Tinging Te Deum, by way

of thankfgiving for their hft arrival at the Holy City. This ceremony they perform at

three altars: that which is called the High Altar, dedicated to the Holy Ghoft} the altar

of our Lord's Lift Supper j and at the altar of Chrift's appeurance to St. Thomas, after

his refurredion.

The church of the Holy Sepulchre, on Mount Calvary, which is about a hundred

paces long, and fixty wide, is one of the principal places vifited by pilgrims. Before the

foundation of this church could be laid, the top of the mount was obliged to be reduced to

a plain area, by cutting down feveral parts of the rock, and raiflng others : care is how-

ever faid to have been taken, that no part of the hill where our Saviour's paffion was mortt

immediately concerned, fliould by any means be altered ; accordingly, that part of the

mount, on which Chrift was fattened to the crofs, is ftill left entire, (landing fo high above

the comnoa floor of the church, that the top is afcended by twenty-one fteps ; and the

Holy Sepulchre in which the body of Chrid was . id, and which was originally a cave

hewed in the rock, is at prefent a grotto above ground, the rock having been cut away.

This church, vrith many others thro«ghout Paleftine, is faid to have been ere^d by thr

Dmpreft Helena, mother of Conftantine the Great. At the weft end is a fquare tower or

fteeple in a fomcwhat ruinous ftate ; but the edifice in general is in good repair, and has ia.

oioft (\Mnptuous appearance. The body of the church is round, having two circular gal-

leries, one above the other, fupported by large fquare pillars which were fbrnrterly faced'

widi marble: there are alfo feveral Mofaic pit^ures in niches, reprefenting prophets,,

apoftles, and faintS) and, in particular, Conftantine the firft Chriftianempeior, vnd his

mother Helena. This part of the church is covered with a dome of prodigious fize,

fupported by rafters of cedar, and having an opening at top from which it is fupptied'

with fufficient light: and direAly beneath this apcrturie is the Holy Sepulchre, which rifcs

confiderably above the pavement. The rock of which this fepulchre is composed, is on
the outfide hewn into the refemblance of a chapel, adorned with ten beautiful columns of

white marble, adjoining to the Wall,, and fupporting a cornice : the door is little more'

than a yard high, but the infide contains at bottom about eight fquare feet, and is more

than feven fl-et high-; the whole cutout of the fblid rock, and lined with white marble.

The tomb where Chrift is faid to have been laid, is raifcd three feet from the floor, in-

form of an altar; which extending the whole length and half the breadth of this little

chapel, renders it impoffible for more than four perfons at a time to perform their devo-

tions with any fort of conveniency : and the multitude of lamps conftantly kept burning

in this place, the fmoke of which efcapes through apertures for that purpofe curin the

rocf, over which there is a fmall canopy covered with lead, and fupported by fix double

Corinthian columns, renders it extremely hot and fufFocating.

The choir, which bears fome refemblance to the choirs in cur cathedrals, is feparated'

from the body-of the church by a wall, in which is a door direAly facing that of the Holy
Sepulchpe : it terminates to the eaft in a femicircle, on Which ftands the High Altar, gilt

widi great richneft Mdfplendor, and ornamented with pidures reprefenting many of the

faints,
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faints, all of them taken fulUfaced, after the manner of the Greeks, to whom the choir

belongs.

It is worthy of notice, that though this church of the Sepulchre is lefs than a hundred

paces long, and not more than fixty broad, it is yet fuppofed to contain twelve or thirteen

places rendered facred by.fome ciccumftance relative to the death and refurre£Hort of Chrift

;

fuch as the place where he was derided by the foldiers, where they divided his garments,

whereJie was.confined vtiiile they dug the hole for eredling the crofs, where the foldier

fiood who pierced his fide, where his body was anointed for burial, where it was dcpoflted

in the fepulchre, where the angels appeared to the women after his refurreflion, and many
otliers: all of which are, from this fuppofition, diftinguiAied by the erection of as many
altars for religious worfhip.

Every Chriftian nation had anciently a little fociety of monks refldent in the galleries

about this church and the fmall adjoining buildings, with an altar and fan6luary pecu-

liar to themfelvea, from which other nations were excluded : but they have now moftly

i^bandoned thefe apartments, on account of the heavy rents exacted by the Turks ; fo

that they are at prefent inhabited only by the Latins, Greeks, Armenians, and Coptics.

The particular property of the Holy Sepulchre has been warmly contefted by the feve-

Fal fe£ts, particularly the Greeks and Latins; who, in their difputes for the privilege of

0iying mafs in this facred place, have frequently maintained their claim with fo much
zeal, and fo.little difcretion, that they have actually proceeded to blows, and fometimes

wounded each other, even at the very door of that fpot where the hallowed remains of the

Prince of Peace are by both parties agreed to have been depoftted ! At lengthy however,

by the interpofltion of the French king, the Latins were put in pofTeflion, with the fole

privilege of faying mafs in this place; all other nations being at the fame time permitted

to enter for the performance of their private devotions.

' There are ten or twelve Latins, with a prefldent over them, always reHdent in this

church, who are employed in trimming the lamps ; and they every day make a fo-

Icmn proceflion, .carrying tapers and crucifixes to the feveral fanAuaries, and ftnging at

each a ihort hymn on the fubje£t of the particular place : but in the holy week preceding

Eafter, when great numbers of pilgrims ufually refort to Jerufalem, this ceremony is per-

formed with increafed folemnity. And on Good Friday in every year, they reprefent

with great precidon the feveral circumftances of the fuflTerings and death of Chrift; the

manner of performing which is fo truly curious, that it is thought proper to give a very

minute defcription of the whole ceremony.

As foonas it begins to grow dark, on the evening of this day, all the friars and pil-

grims afTemble together in the chapel of the Apparition, which is a fmall oratory on the

north fide of the Holy Sepulchre, for the purpofe ofjoining in prcceffion round the church i

previous, however, to the commencement of this ceremony, one of the friars preaches in

Italian a fermon on the darknefs at the crucifixion; which be has nc fooner began, than

the lights are extinguifhed, in order to imprefs the congregation more fenfibly with the

tSe€t of the circumftance he defcribes, and they all continue in the dark till the preacher

has finiflied his difcourfe j when, every pcrfon prefent having a large lighted taper put

into

." '-ifim-ApH^
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into his hands, atia the crucifixes and other emblems being placed in order, (particularly a

crofs of great magnitude, on which the image of Chrifl, as large as life, well painted and

crowned with thorns, is fattened with nails or fpikes, and carried at the head of theprocef-

fion) they move forward to the pillar of Flagellation, a piece of which is pretended to be

fiiil contained in afmall cell contiguous to the chapel of the Apparition, where they fing

a hymn, and another friar preaches in Spanifli on the Scourging of Chrift; they then viAt

the prifon wherein they fay he was fecured while the foldiers prepared for his cruciAxion,

where they aifo Ang a hymn, and a third friar preaches in French} from hence they ad->

vance to the altar of the DiviAon of ChriA's Garments, where they only Ang a hymn ; and

then proceed to the chapel of DeriAon, where they Ang another hymn, atid a friar again

preaches in French. From this place, leaving their ihoes at the bottom of the (lairs, they

go up to Mount Calvary, on which are two altars: on the Arft of thefe, where Chriftii

faid to have been nailed to the crofs, they lay down the great cruciAx, and reprefent the

manner in which it was perfoi 'd by the Jews on the body of our fileiTed Saviour, and

after Anging a hymn, one of the friars preaches an Italian fermon upon the CruciAxion ^

and, on the other, is a hole in the rock, where it being pretended the foot of the crofs

ftood, they fet up and leave their crucifi?., with the bloody effigy upon it, Anging a hymn,
and hearing a PaiTion fermon in Italian from the father-guardian, who is for that purpofe

feated in ; chair before the crucified image. tf

At the diftance of about four feet from the hole in which theyAx the foot of the crofs, thert

is a chaOn or cleft in the rocic, faid to be made by the earthquake which rent the rocks at the

death of Chriil. This has greatly the appearanr ; of a natural breach ; being about a fpan

wide at tb^ upper part, and the Ades of it, which run in fuch intricate windings as feenf

infinitely above the power of art to imitate, exactly correfpond with each other : the frac
ture is about two fpans deep, after which it appears clofed; but, in another chapel by the

Ade of Mount Calvary, it is again feen open, where it runs down to an unknown depth.

When the father-guardian has finiflied his difcourfe, two friars, reprefenting Jofeph of

Arimathea and Nicodemus, with great gravity and folemnity approach the crofs, and
drawing out the nails, take down the artificial body, (which is conftruded in fuch a man*
ner as to re.'^der the joints as flexible as in nature) and the ftranger is aftonifhed to fea

them bend down the arms, which were before extended, and place them on the body, re-

ceiving the \/hole in a large winding-flieet, and carrying it down, attended by the whole
proceflton as before, to the ftone of Unction, which they fay is the place on which Chrift
was anointed and prepared for burial, where they fcatter over the fictitious corpfe perfumes
and fweet fpices, in the mean time Anging a hymn, which is fucceeded by a funeral fer-

mon preached in Arabic by one of the friar« ; and the whole of this buAnefs is concluded
by carrying away the pretended body to the Holy Sepulchre, where it islhut up till £after
Monday.

In this church there is alfo another ceremony obferved, of too Angular a nature to be
omitted. This is, a pious fraud, contrived by the Greek priefts, who ;;fretend that oil

£a(ler-eve a miraculous flame defcends into the Holy Sepulchre, kindling Jl the lamps
•Bti tapers it contains. And a learned and ingenious traveller mentions, that as »he Eafter

Ee of
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of the Greeks happened to be a week' after that of the Latins, when he was at Jerufa-

lem, he had an opportunity of feeing this ftrange ceremony, which he defcribes to have

been condufted as follows.

On the day before their Eafter Sunday, he went to this church, which he found crouded

with a confufed and clamorous multitude; and, after much difficulty in preffing through

them, he at length got into the gallery adjoining to the Latin convent, from whence he

had a full view of the whole bufinefs. At firft the mob ran round the Holy Sepulchre,

crying out, with great vociferation, " Huia, huia!" that is, «• This is he, this is he!"

Being at length hoarfc and giddy, and indeed almoft frantic, with hallooing and running

round, they committed a thoufand extravagancies; dragging each other along the floor,

tumbling and trying poftures round the fepulchre, and carrying one another about in the

moft indecent manner, with their heels upwards. This confufion, riot, and diforder, an

adequate idea of which it is fcarce poffible to convey, lafted from about twelve till four

in the afternoon ; when the Greeks, who were followed by the Armenians, began the

procefllon round the Holy Sepulchre, encompaffing it three times, drefTed in their embroi-

dered habits, and carrying crucifixes, ftandards, and ftreamers. Towards the end of the

proceffion, a pigeon came fluttering into the cupola over the fcpulchre, at which the

people redoubled their (bouts and clamour : and fome of the Latins (who take great pains

to expofe this ceremony, which they juftly confider as a fhameful impofition, and con-

fequently difgraceful to the Chriftian religion) obferved, that this bird was introduced- by
the Greeks, to deceive the people into a belief that it was a vifible defcent of the Holy

Ghoft. When the proceflion was iiniflied, the fuffragan of the Greek patriarch, and the

principal Armenian bifliop, approached the door of the fcpulchre; and, after cutting the

ftring, and breaking the feal with which it was fattened, entered the facred place, and

(hut themfelves in, all the lights within having been previoufly extinguifhed in the pre-

fence of the Turks. As the accomplifhment of the miracle drew nearer, the exclamations

increafcd; and the people, who were all impatient to light their tapers at this myfterious

flame the moment it (hould be brought out of the fcpulchre, preflled towards the door

with fo much violence, that the janifaries placed there for that purpofe could hardly keep

them off with the fevered blows.

Scarce had the twobifhops been a minute in the fcpulchre, when the fire becoming vi-

fible through fome chinks of the door, the mob raged with increafed violence, and exhibited

the ftrongeft tokens of the moft extravagant frenzy. The two bifliops foon after coming

out, with blazing torches in their hands, which they held up at the doors, the people all

ruflied forward to light their tapers with this fuppofed heavenly flame, though the janifa-

ries, in their endeavours to keep back the deluded multitude, laid about them without

mercy : and thofe who got near enough to obtain any of the fire, immediately applied it

to their faces and bofoms, pretending it was incapable of burning them ; though they all

very prudently took care not to try the experiment, by holding it either quite clofe to their

flefh, or near it for any length of time.

Thefe fuperftitioub people preferve with great care the melted wax which drops from the

burning tapers kindled at this flame, and fpreading it oi pieces of linen, lay them up for

winding-
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windlng-fiieets for tbemfelves and friends; being weak enough to imagine (which is per*

haps a chief incitement to that zeal which they manifeft for obtaining it) that the cloth

thus plaiftered over is a fuffici^nt prefervative of the body it inclofes from the dreaded ef-

fc£ls of even the flames of hell.

With refpe£t to the manner in which this flame-producing juggle is' cffe<£led, it is cafy

to conceive, that though there may not be any fire concealed in the fepulchre, the aiBft*

anceof a common flint and fteel will be quite fufficient for the accompli(hment of all that

is miraculous in this palpable impofition on fuperftitious ignorance. Nor, indeed, are

the more intelligent Turks by any means at a lofs how to unravel the myftery.; or do they

want inclination to punifh the propagators of this holy cheat : but they are well aware,

that without the profit which attends the manufacturing of this divine flame, the good

patriarch would be unable to difcharge the very confiderabl fums which are exacted by

the Grand Signior, and therefore permit him to continue the fraud with impunity. And,

perhaps, as this deception has been fo long continued, were it fuddeniyi to b&laid. afide,

and the whole bufincfs publicly acknowledged as an impofition ;. though it might ferve to

conduct thefe deluded people out of the maze of Superftitbn, it would too probably be

the means of precipitating them into that ftiil more unfortunate fituation, the overwhelmp-

ing gulph of Infidelity.

On a pleafant fpot of' ground, being that part of Mount Sion at prcfent within the

walls, the whole of which is covered by the flru6lure and gardens, the Armenians have

a fpacious convent, the church of which is faid to be built over the place where St.

James the brother of John was beheaded. In this edifice there are two altars, both richly

ornamented-} and in the middle of the church is a pulpit of remarkable beauty, covered

with tortoife-fhell and mother of pearl, with a cupola over it compofod of the fame mate-

rialsj the whole blended and inlaid with fuch exquifite art as to prodace an cfFcdl truly

aftonifhing.

There is alfo a chapel in this convent, where the houfe of Annas is faid to have floods

on the infide wall of which they point out a hole, as the place where one of the officers of

the high-priefl fmote Chrift: and in the court before the chapel is an olive-tree, to which

they pretend he was chained by order of Annas, to prevent his efcape.

The Armenians have another fmall chapel in the convent^ on the fpot where the houfe

of Caiaphas formerly flood; under the altar of which is a large flone, pretended to be the

fame as was rolled againft the door of the Holy Sepulchre at the interment of Chrifl, and

which they afTert to have been fecretly flolen from the church of the Sepulchre, though it

is in length two yards and a quarter, and in thicknefs and breadth one yard each: thi6

flone, which is plaiftered over, has five or fix places left bare, for the purpofe of receiving

the kifTes of the pilgrims. They alfo fhew in this chapel a fmall cell,- where they fay

Chrift was confined till the morning he was carried before Pilate.

A little without Sion Gate ftands the church of the Ccenaculum, where they fay Chrifl

inftituted his Laft Supper; but this being converted into a mofque, no Chriftian is fuffered

to enter it. And near this place are the ruins of a houfe where the Virgin Mary is faid to

have died : at fome diftancf from which is the fpot where, according to a tradition among

thefe .
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thefe people, her body was arrefted by a Jew while conveying to the grave, when the hand

of the perfon who feized the bier became inftantly withered.

.At the bottom of Mount Sion is Bathfheba's Pool, being the fuppofed place where King

David faw her wafliing herfelf from the terrace of his palace. At a fmall diftance from

thence is the Potter's Field, afterwards called the Field of Blood, but notfr Campo San£lo}

which is a trifling piece ofground, only about thirty yards long and fifteen broad, one half

of which is occupied by a fquare building twelve yards high, ere^ed for a charnel-houfe,

into which bodies are let down from the top, five holes being left open for that purpofe,

where they may be all plainly feen under different degrees of putrefadtion : and a little be-

low the Campo Saniflo is a large cave, confifting of feveral rooms, one within the other,

where the difciples are faid to have concealed themfelves when they deferted their betrayed

Mafter.

They (hew, on Mount Olivet, feveral caves cut with intricate windings, called the

Sepulchres of the Prophets } in particular, twelve arched vaults, where, as they pretend,

the apoftles compiled their Creed : and at the top of the Mount they point out the place of

Chrift's Afcenfion, where there was anciently a large church, (now a Turkifh mofque) the

cupola of which, being of an octagonal form, and about eight yards in diameter, fiill re-

mains, and is faid to cover the very fpot on which our Blefied Redeemer fet his laft foot-

fieps on earth ; in confirmation of which, they (hew, on a hard ftone under the cupola,

.the print of one of his feet.

On another fide of the mountain is the place where Chrift is faid to have. flood, when

he viewed and wept over Jerufalem } and near the bottom is a great ftone, on which, after

her Affumption, the Blefied Virgin dropped her girdle, for the convi&ion of St. Thoma^,

and on which a fihall winding channel, faid to be the impreffion of the failing girdle, is

ilill perceiveable. A little lower, between the foot of Mount Olivet and the Brook Ce-

dron, is Gethfemane, being an even piece of ground not quite fixty feet fquare, well

planted with olive-trees, which the people are credulous enough to believe the fame as

grew there in the time of our Blefied Saviour, and accordingly (ell to the Spaniards the

olives, ftones, and oils they produce, at a moft exorbitant price j though it is a known
hiftorical fa6l, fupported by the beft authority, that all the trees within a hundred furlongs

of Jerufalem, were cut down by Titus, the Roman general, on his taking this city, a few

years after the death of Chrift.

At the upper part of Gethfemane, is a range of flat naked rocks, thought to be the place

where Peter, James, and John, fell afleep, during our Redeemer's Agony; with a cave con-

tiguous, in which he is faid to have fuftained this bitter part of his Pafiion: and not far

from hence is a narrow piece of ground, twelve yards long and fomewhat more than one

i)road, faid to be the path on which the apoftate Judas walked up to his Divine Mafter,

when he bafely betrayed him with a kifsj which the Turks, who hold the fcene of this

unexampled treachery in equal abhorrence with the Chriftiaos, have diftinguifhed by a

wall on each fide, as a terra damnatOt or accurfed place.

From the terrace of an ordinary Turkifli houfe, faid to be erected on the very ground

which formerly contained Pilate's palace, a compleat view is obtained of the fpot on

which

I
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which once ftood the Holy Temple of Jerufalem; nor could any place be found on the

whole earth, better adapted for that auguft building: in the middle of the area, the boun*

dary of which no Chr^ftian is permitted to enter, ftands a Turkifli mofque, of an octa-

gonal form, faid to be erefled in the exaft fituation where formerly ilood the Holy of Ho-

lies. In this pretended houfe of Pilate, they point out a room as the place where Chrift

was infultcd with the mock enflgns of ro}alty, and buffeted by the foldicrs; and, in a

room on the oppofite fide of the itreet, at prcftiit belonging to a weaver's (hop, be is fai4

to have been fcourged.

They likcwifc Qiew a variety of places in what they call the dolorous way: fuch as, the

place where Pilate, bringing out Chrill to the people, faid, ** Behold the man I" where

our Blefled Saviour twice fainted under the crofs; where the Virgin Mary fwooned at this

afFeding circumftance ; where St. Veronica prefented him with a handkerchief to wipe

his bleeding temples ; and where the foldiers, finding it impoiSble for him to proceed,

compelled Simon to bear his crofs.

And, indeed, they (hew an innumerable quantity of other places, in the city and vi-

cinity of Jerufalem, diflinguifhed by fome tranfadlion relative to Chrift or his Apoftles:

fo that there is fcarce a circumlhmce refpecling them, either recorded in the Holy Scrip-

tures, or to be found in the traditions and even inventions of men, and at periods however

remote, but they can immediately condu6t you to the fpot where it is faid to have hap-

pened, with much greater facility, and apparent certainty, than could well be expected in

the times when fuch events are fuppofed to have occurred.

Bethlehem, which is famous for being the birth-place of Chrifl, is fituated on the ridge

of a hill to the fouth of Jerufalem, in 31 degrees 30 minutes of northern latitude.

Though this is at prefent a very inconfiderable place, chiefly inhabited by a few poor

Greeks, it is much vifited by pilgrims.

The church, which is in the form of a crofs, was built by the Emprefs Helena, and is

yet entire: the roof, which is cedar, is fupported by four rows of columns, ten in a row,

each column being one entire block of white marble in many places beautifully fpeckJeH

;

the walls are alfo covered with large fquares of white marble almoft to the top, above

which are Mofaic paintings finely executed j and over the midft of the chancel is a hand-

fome cupola, covered with lead, and adorned with Mofaic figures. Beneath the church,

in a cave hewn out of the rock, is the chapel of the Nativity; where they (hew the form in

which Chrift is pretended to have been laid at his birth, which is likewife cut out of the

rock, and now encrufled with marble ; and where, alfo, there is an altar, with lamps con-

tinuMly burning, on which is a reprefentation of the Nativity of our BlefTed Saviour.

Here is alfo a chapel dedicated to St. Jofcph, the fuppofed father of Chrift; and another

fo the Holy Innocents : and, at a fmall diftance from Bethlehem, is a monaftery of Fran-

cffcan friars.

They ihew, near Bethlehem, the place"where the (hepherds were watching their flocks

when they received the joyful tidings of Chrift's birth ; and not . far diftant is tha village

where they are faid 10 have dwelt.

Ff "nM;
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The Wildernefs of St. John, which is in this neighbourhood, though exceeding rocky,

h'well cultivated, and produces great plenty of corn, vines, and olive-trees: the cave and

fountain are ftill to be feen, where the Baptift exercifed his aufterities.

Between this wildernefs and Jerufalem is the convent of St. John, which is a large,

fquare, and neat modern ftru£lure : the church, which is particularly beautiful, conflfts

of three aifles ; and, at the upper end of that to the north, is a dcfcent of feven marble fteps

to a moft fplendid altar, faid to be erefted on the very fpot where John the Baptift was

born. This church has a fine cupola in the middle, under which is a pavement of Mofaic

work, faid to equal, if not exceed, the firft works of that kind among the ancients.

Still nearer to Jerufalem, in a delightful fituation, ftands a neat convent belonging to

the Greeks, called the Convent of the Holy Crofsj a name which it derive , from a moft

abfurd pretenfion, that on this fpot grew the very tree that compofed the crofs on which

Chrift fufl^red, the earth by which it was nourifhed ftill remaining to be feen in a hole

under the high altar, where the ftump of this tree is faid to have ftood, which many of the

pilgrims are fo blindly fuperftitious as to fall down and worfliip. At this place the feet

of all pilgrims are waflied by the father-guardian, (the whole fociety, in the mean time,

Handing round and finging hymns) after which they are devoutly kiffcd by every friar.

Nazareth, which is fituated in a kind of round concave valley on the top of a high hill,

in 32 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, is now only a fmall village. The church, which

is built in form of a crofs, is partly formed by a cave, where the Virgin Mary is faid to

have received the angel's Salutation : it is fourteen paces long, and fix broad, running di-

TC&\y into the cave, without any other arch but that of the natural rock ; and the crofs

part, which ftands parallel with the mouth of the cave, is in length nine paces, and in

breadth four.. At the joinings of thefe parts are two granite pillars, one where the Angc;l

and the other where the Virgin is fuppofed to have ftood, at the time of the Annunciation j

and the pillar of the Virgin being broke, and abouc eighteen inches in length taken away

from above the pedeftal, while the upper part of the column, reaching the roof, ftands

fiifpended from the top, the friars very gravely maintain it is fupported by miracle. They
ftiew in this village the houfe of St. Jofeph, where Chrift lived near thirty years in fubjec-

tion to his imagined father: and not far diftant the fpot is pointed out where formerly ftood

the fynagogue in which he preached the difcourfe that fo greatly exafperated his country-

men. The ruins of a handfome church erefled by St. Helena, are alfo to be feen at this place.

Mount Tabor, is a high, round, and beautiful mountain near Jerufalem, thought to

be that on which Chrift was Transfigured. On the top, which it is near an hour's labour to

.

afcend, (and which is every where furrounded with trees, except towards the fouth, and

was formerly defended by walls, trenches,, and other fortifications, many remainsoC which
arefHIl vifible)' is a fruitful and delightful plain, of an oval form, two furlongs in length,

and one in breadth; ncir which are three caves, formed to reprefcnt the tabernacles pro-

pofed to have' been erefled by Peter, when he faid to Chrift, " Lord, it h goodfor m to be
*•- btre ; let us make three tabernacUi." The top of this mountain furnifhes a great number
of the moft inchanting profpetfts: the north^weft affords a diftant view of the Mediterra-
nean, and all around lie the delightful plains of Galilee and Efdraelon ; to the eaftward is

Mount Hermoi. at the foot of which is the little village of Nain, where Chrift reftored to

.
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life Ae wMow's fonj full eaft lies the Sea, or rather Lake of Tiberias, adjoining to which

is a fteep mountain, faid to be that down which the fwine ruOied and perifhed in the water,

when Chrift htakd the demoniacks; towards the north ftands what is called the Mount of

the Beatitudes, being a fmall rifing;. from which Chrift delivered his famous fermon, and

near which is the city of Saphet, fituated on a high mountain, which being confequentljr

in vititV while Ghrift was preaching, triy well be fuppofcd to have been alluJed to by him,

when he fays, "yf "tyfit »n a hill cannot be hid" and, laftly, to the fouthward is a view of

the mountains of Gilboa, where the unhappy Saul loft his life.

Thefe are all the places at p fent worthy of notice, in this remarkable country } in the

account of which, as well as in the defciiptions of the various religious cuftoms and ce-

remonies of the inhabitants and their innumerable traditions, a more than ordinary mi-

nutenefs has been obferved: from the idea, that every thing polllble to admit in an under-

taking of this very general nature, refpeAing a country to which the whole Chriftian virorld

is fo highly indebted, muft prove acceptable to the reader; who, while he mourns ths

ruined ftate df this onte-llouriihing country, and ftill more fenfibly laments the barbarous

ignditaftceand gfofs fuperftition of it's prtffent miferable inhabitants, will not fail to make

fuit^le r^fle^ioifs on the feveral caufes which have confpired to produce this peculiar de-

gree of WMtchedneft, md oonfcquently feel htmfclf difpofed to do all in his own power

for the prevdition. of fimilar calamities in that happier country where the beneficence of

Provlitetiiee hat p\»ietA bhn.

MMfttki)' <HrAAatolie, which ^as (ottntrly called Afia Minor, and v^hich receives it's

naiMe of A>iatolia,-.6r NHtolin, from it's eaflern fituation with refped to Europe, on which

acMiInf it it alfo called the Levant, is the moft wefterly part of Turky in Afia.

NiitoliM comprehends a very large peninfula, extending from the river Euphrates, as far

as the Archipelago; which, with the Sea of Marmora, the Straits of Galipoli, and thofc

of Cdnftantinople, feparate it from Europe on the weft : and it is bounded on the north by

the Euxine or Black Sea; and by the Mediterranean and Syria, on the foxith.

It extend* from 37 to 41 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, and from 27 to 40 degrees

caft longitude : the utmoft length from eaft to v/eft being computed at about fix hundred

rrfiles, alifd it's-breadth ffOnli north to fouth at about three hundred and twenty.

The airdf this country is healthy, and the foil rich and fertile; but, from the tyi-anny

of the Turkifli government, it i* atprefent almoft. reduced to a defart. The few plains

imprdved 4)y agrkulcure produce feveral forts of excellent corn, and a variety of line fruits;

fuch as grapes, olives, citrons, oranges, lemons, dates, figs, and many others, exquifitely

ilavdu(<ed; befideii great plenty of coffee, . rhubarb, gall, balfam, opium, and other valuable

dru^.

'

The principal rivers are, the Porteni, the Zagari or Sangarious, the Aitoefu, the All,

Ifeli or Otmigiut, .and the Iris or Cafalmach, which difcharge themfelves into the Euxine

Sea; A* Jechd-imoa or G^reen River, tlwt falls into the Kara dr Black River vvhich dif- -

charges itfelf into the Euphrates ; the Saulia, the Cydnus or Carafu, and the Xanthus or

Sirbiti ^rhiehTun into the Mtdile'rraftefian'; attd the Madre anciently Maeander, the Gra-

nkuVjCdie Ga-ylteiP or Cafafou, ;the Samatwier or Scamandra, the Hennus now ij^^ar^bat

-i / that..
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tliat receiver the Padulus, and the Caicus, Caftri or Girmaftri, which fall into the Archi-

pulago.

The Black or Euxine Sea, which waflics the northern coaft of Natolia, is in the form of

a bended bow, extending from the 42d to the 46th degree of north latitude, and from the

29th to the 44th degree of cad longitude : it lies between Europe and Afia, and is bounded

on the north by Tartary; on the eaft, by Mingrclia, Circaflia, and Georgia ; on the fouth,

by Natolia; and, on the weft, by Romania, Bulgaria, and Baflarabia. It is wholly fur-

rounded by the Turlcifli dominions, to which country the navigation of it is confined :

and though the Ruffians have feveral times attempted to trade on this fca, they have by

late treaties been obliged to give up all their forcrclTcs on it's coads.

The country of Natolia is ufually divided into four parts } Caramania, Aladulia, Ama-
fia, and Natolia Proper.

The province of Caramania, which lies contiguous to the province of Syria,, contains

the ancient Lycia, Pamphylia, Pifidia, Lycaonia, and Cilicia.

Lycia, now called Mentifeli, is bounded on the north and eaft by Phrygia Major and

Pamphylia ; on the fouth, by the Mediterranean ; and, on the weft, by Caria. It is fur-

rounded on three fides by mountains branching out of Mount Taurus, and on the fourth by

the fea: and the Xanthus divides it into two parts, feveral fmaller ftreams running acrofs,

which once rendered it rich and fertile, but at prefent this country is entirely neglected.

About fix miles from the fea is a remarkable mountain, called Chimera, celebrated by

Virgil for it's volcano } near which the Lycians formerly built a city called Hepheftse,

which they dedicated to Vulcan : and, it is faid, from the circumftance of this mountain's

containing lions at the top, goats about the middle, and fnakes at the bottom, the poets

fabled the monfter Chimera, which they defcribe as compofed of the head, body, and bind

parts, of thofe animals.

This country anciently contained feveral eminent cities ; there are, however, but few

remains of it's former importance.

Pamphylia is bounded on the north by Pifidia, on the eaft by Cilicia, on the fouth by

the Mediterranean, and on the weft by Lycia.

The chief town of Pamphylia is Attalia, now called Sattalia : which is defended by a .

caftle confidered in that part of the world as a fortrefs of great ftrength } and there is alfo a

pretty good harbour, the entrance of which is however rather difficult.

The city of Perga, formerly celebrated for the temple of Diana, is fituated in this pro-

vince ; but it is at prefent a very inconfiderable place.

The country of Pamphylia is in general very mountainous, and abounds with large flocks

of goats, from whofe hair the natives make excellent camblets } but towards the fea it is

naturally fertile.

Pifidia, another diviHon of Caramania, lies to the north of Pamphylia, and confifts of a

fruitful plain entirely furrounucf with fountains, which furnifh great quantities of wood,

and fome few minerals.

Antioch, called Antiochia Pifidis, to diftinguifli it from the city of the fame name in

.Syria, was the capital of this province at the time it was fubjcA to the Romans, when it

was
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W.19 allu called Uxlarca i which is now reduced to a vtiy mean town, ajtd c,<ipt»in$ nqthing

reniitrlcable.

Lycaoria, or Ifauria, which is Atuatcd to the eadward of Piftdia, is a fine open country.

The chief town of this province is Iconiuni, now called Cogni } which is alfo the capitti

of all Caramania : it is fituatfd about a imii.ircd miles north of the ft. -ccaft, near a lard;e

frofh- water hike, and is the ri-fiJonce of the be^^ltibcg of Caramaniai

The other towns are Dei be and Lyftra, whurc St. Paul and Uarnabas fled from the pcr-

fi-cutions of the Jews; and at which lalt place, in particular, on the apoflle's healing a

cripple, the people imagined they were gods, and attempted tooft'cr facrifice?.

The city of Ifauria, which once gave name to the provitice, is now entirely deftroyed,

Cilicia, extends near two hundred and fifty miles along the coall of the Mediterranean!

having Syria on the call, and Pamphylia on the welt; but it is only about fifty miles

in breadth, from north to fouth.

The north and eaft parts of this country arc rocky and mountainous, and the pafles

between the mountains exceeding narrow; but the plain country is amazingly fruitful.

The principal towns of Cilicia, are, IH'us, now called Lajazzo or Aiaazo, fituated on

a bay to which it gives it's name, and remarkable for the victory obtained by Alexander

over Darius among the mountains in it's neighbourhood; Tarfus, the capital of the pro-

vince, at prcfent called Therafla ; Sole, or Pompeopolis; Philadelphia; Seleucia; Tra-

chea; and Silenus.

The province of Aladulia, which ftretchcs eaftward to the Euphrates, and contains alt

the ancient Cappadocia, is a country of very great extent, and formerly abounded in corn,

wine, and fruits; and though it is at prcfent by no means deltitutc of thefc article, yet

as the Turks only cultivate fufHcient land for their own ufe, and make no exports from

hence, it is not to be expefted that the country fhould appear fo delightful, or enjoy fuch

prodigious plenty, as formerly rendered it celebrated.

A large ridge of hills runs acrofs this country, containing feveral mines of filver,

copper, and allum : and it is famous for a good breed of horfcp, and plenty of oxen,

buffaloes, flieep, deer, and wild-fowl.

The principal towns of Cappadocia, are, Caferca, now Caifar; and Marofch, anciently

called Melita: the firft, which under the Roman government was the capital of this

country, is fituated on a rock near the river Melu?, and is at prefent a handfome city,

containing a great number of inhabitants; and Marofch, which is feated by the banks

of the Euphrates, is a very confiderable town, and the refidence of the bcglerbeg of Cap-
padocia.

The province of Amafia includes the ancient Pontus Cappadoclus, Pontus Polemo-
niac, and Pontus Galatius.

Pontus Cappadocius is bounded on the eaft by Georgia ; on the north by the Euxine
or Black Sea; on the fouth by Armenia Minor; and on the weft by Pontus Polcmoniac.

Trebifond, which is by much the moft confiderable town in this divifion, and indeed

the only one worth notice, is fituated on the Black Sea, in 4.0 degrees 5 minutes north

latitude, at the foot of a ftnall fteep hill by the fea-fide. The walls, which are very

G g lofty,
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lofty, arc Aippored to ftand on their ancient foundations, the town being ftill an oblong
fquare : they have remarkable high battlements and arc clearly compofcd of the ruins
of ancient buildings, as is fufficicntly evident from infcriptions on marble to be feen in

fcvera! parts of them. Though the town is large, it is not very populous, having far

more groves and gardens than houfss, and thefe confiding of only one ftory. The caftle is

large, and fituatcd on a flat rock, the ditches being cut in the folid ftone. And the

port, which is at the eaft end of the town, was formerly fo commodious, that this cir-

cumftance alnne was the fource of much trade ; but it is now almoft deOroyed, and
cannot be at all entered by veflels of any bulk. The fuburbs, which are much larger

than the city, are chiefly inhabited by Greeks and Armenians, who are allowed the free

-exercife of their religion. The hills and vallies in the neighbourhood of Trebifond not

being fo fertile as thofe in other parts of Natolia, provifions of every fort are of courfe

much dearer : indeed, there are but f.\v months of the year in which they have any flefli in

their markets, and fifh is ftill lefs frequently fecn; and though the country produces excel-

lent oil, the wine is very indifferent.

This ancient city has by turns been pofieiTcd by the Grecian and the Roman emperors.

In the year i2og, the Emperor Alexis Commines, furnamed the Great, ufurped the fove-

reignty, afluming the title of Duke ; and his fucceflbr, John Commines, is faid to be the

irft who permitted the Greeks to llile him Emperor of Trebifond; a title which was

continued to it's princes till 1460, when Mahomet II. carried David Commines prifoner

to Conftantinople, where he was fomc time after put to death, and the. place has ever fince

continued under the dominion of the Turks.

Pontus Polemoniac lies to the weftward of Pontus Cappadocius. It's principal town is

Neoceferea, called by the Turks, Tocat; which is the capital of the province, and the rc-

fidence of the bcglerheg. This city is built at the foot of a very high mountain, and cnr

compafTes a round rock which riles in the middle of the town and has a caHle at the top.

The ftrcets arc narrow, but the houfts are tolci ably well built, and one of the mofques ex-

ceeding magnificent. The city is inhabited by Mahometans, Greeks, Armenians, and

Jews; but the ouiitry, for fourteen or fifteen leagues round, is almoft wholly inhabited by

Armenian Chriftian^, who work in feveral mechanic branches of trade, particularly all

kinds of copper vefitls and utenfils, which are fent to Conftantinoplc, and exported into

Egypt: they have ulfo a great manufictory of Turky leather. The wine of this place is

excellent, and they have great plenty of the choiccft fruits. The caravans from Q)nftanti -

nople, Smyrna, Perfta, Diarbec, and Uagdat, lodge in this city; which, as it isone of the

grcatcft thoroughfares of the caft, is better provided with the necefliiry accommoda-

tions for merc'h.nts and travcUerf, than moft other places. Near this city is a bcautifi>l

ftoiic bridge, 'juilt over a river that waters a large and" very fertile plain, remarkable for

producing c cat quantities of faftron; which being fenr, ip the Indies, where it isufed by

the natives in their food, turns out a very profitable article.

Natolia Proper, which extends from t'.lc Archipelafo to whfere it is bouiided by Amafii

and Aladulia, and from the coaft of the Black Sea on the north to the province of Cara-

luaoiaon tile fouth, is by much the bi<;;.ft divifion of Natolia..

'
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In this country are contained the following fine provinces: Pontus, Paphlagonia, Gala-

tia, Phrygia Major, Lydia, Doris, Caria, Ionia, ^olis, Myfia, Phrygia, and Bithynia.

Pontus and Paphlagonia are uTually defcribed together, as bounded on the north by the

Etixine Sea, on the cad by Cappadocia, on the fouth by Galatia, and on the wcA by Bi-

thynia.

The name of Pontus was anciently given to the whole coaft of the Euxinc Sea, which

was thence called Mare Ponticum ; only part of which is now included under that title.

The chief towns are, Amaftris, now Semaftro, a fca-port at the mouth of the river

PartheniuS} Heraclea Ponti, now Pcnderachi, a fea-port in the north-weft part of the

country; and Claudiopoli?, now Caftromena, an inland town»

The principal city in Paphlagonia is Sinopc, which is fituated on the ifthmus of a penin-

fula about fix miles in circumference. Mithridates, Icing of Pontus, made this city the

capital of his dominions; and it was added to the Roman conquers by Lucullus. The
whole peninfula conftfts of pleafant fields and gardens; and the city has a double wall,

with triangular and pentagonal towers : but the caiUeis at preftnt in a very ruinous ftate,

and defended by an inconfiderabic garrifon. The inhabitants are all Turks, no Jew or

Greek being permitted to live nearer than the fuburbs. The ancientgrandcur of this place

may i:i fome meafure be conceived, from the numerous fragments of marble columns

blended with the other flones which conipofe moft of the modern buildings ; as well as

from the prodigious quantities of pedeftals, bafes, and capitals, which the Turks have

conveyed into their burial-place, for the eredion and embellifliment of their tombs. The
country in the neighbourhood of Sinope is remarkable for producing good corn, wine, and

oil, with all of which it is reafonably and plentifully fupplied.

The province of Galatia is bounded on the eaft by Cappadocia, on the fouth by Pam-
phylia, on the weft by Phrygia, and on the north by Paphlagonia.

Ancyra, now called Angouri, is not only the principal city of Galatia, but is alfo one

of the beft in all Natolia. The ftreets abound with old marble columns, fome of them

compofed of a kind of reddifli porphyry veined with white, and there arc alfo many frag-

ments of white and red jafper. Even the houfcs of the city, which are in general built

with clay, are frequently ornamented with anc pieces of marble ; and the city walls, not-

withftanding they are very low, are in many parts compofed of pieces of the fliafts of co-

lumns, bafes, capitals, and entablatures, particularly the gates and towers. The caftle,

alfo, has a triple wall, compofed of large pieces of white marble and ftoncs refcmbling por-

phyry, on which are feveral infcripiions, none of them at preftnt legible. This city

is computed to contain forty thoufand Mahometans, five thouflind Armenians, and a thou-

fand Greeks : the Armeni.ins having feven churches, and the Greeks only two.

The adjacent country is faid to produce the fincft breed of goats in the world : thf:y are

perfe£Hy white, and their hair, which is naturally curled, is eight or nine inches long^,

and as foft and fine as filk. The inhabitants make fine itufFs with this hair, in which,

they carry on. a great trade^ it being the chief manufa£lure of the, country. It is remark-

able thatthefe goats are only to be found within four or five days journey from Angouri,

the breed degenerating when they are carried fiuther..

The
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The province of Phrygia Major, now called Germlan, which was formerly Ji fruitful

and pleafant country, but is now in a great meal'ure uncultivated, is bounded on the north

by liithynia, on the eaft by Galatia, on the louth by Pamphylia, and on the weft by

Myfia.

The rivers Mxar.der, Sangarius, Ilcmus, and Marcius, all have their fourccr in this

diftridt; the principal towns are, Cotazum, Gordium, Colofs, Apamia, and Hicropolis.

Cot^um, now Chintaia, which is the feat of the beglerbeg, is a very confiderabic town

;

and, before the taking of Conllantinople, was the refidcnce of the Turkifli emperor.

Gordium is the place where Gordius, king of Phrygia, is faid to have tied the famous

Jinot in the temple of Apollo, (thence called the Gordian-knot) refpefting which it was

foretold, that the perfon who untied it (hould be emperor of the world, and which Alex-

ander, finding great difficulty in accomplifhing, cut to pieces witli his fvvord.

Colofs, now Chonofs, is fituated on the fouth fide of the Maeandcr, being the city to

which the ApoftlePaul addrclFcd his famous Epii?^Ie to the Coloffians.

Apamia, or Afamia, which is fituated near the ccnflux of the Mseander with tlie Mar-

ciu";, was formerly a place of great trade, but is at prtfent of little repute.

Hitropolis, which is by the Turks called Bamboukale, is now only famous for it's noble

ruins, and u fine hot fpring.

The province of Lydia, or Maeonia, which is bounded on the eaft by Phrygia Major,

on the fouth by Caria, and on the weft by itolis and Myfia, is an exceeding fruitful coun-

try, watered by fevcral confiderable rivers
;

particularly, the PadtolLS, Caicus, Hemus,

and Caiftratus j and was formerly governed by the wealthy Croefus, who was king of

Lydia.

Thcchief towns of Lydia, are, Sardis, Laodicea, Philadelphia, Thyatira, and Magnefia.

Sardis, which was once the capital, is now only a poor village : it is fituated on the river

Padlolus, about feventy miles to the eaftward of Smyrna, and was one of the Srv-en

Churches of Afia. The city was deftroyed by an earthquake, but it's ancient grandeur

may be yet traced among the noble ruins it contains.

Laodicea, or Eflcihifar, now uninhabited, was fituated on theeaftern boundaries of Ly-

dia, and was one of the Seven Afiatic Churches. It appears, from it's ruins, to have

been a large city; three theatres of white marble almoft entire, and a noble circus, being

flill to be fccn.

Philadelphia, or AlachHieyer, which is fituated in a fine fruitful plain, was another of

the Seven Churches; and, though it is confiderably fallen from it's former grandeur, at

prcfcnt contains, according to the account of fome latj travellers, near two thoufand

Chriftian inhabitants, who have four tolerable churches.

Thyatifa, now Akhifar, which ftands about thirty miles to the north-weft of Philadel-

phia, near the fouth bank of the river Hemus, was another of the Seven Churches; and the

ruins of feveral ancient marb!c ftru£lures are ftill to be fecn, though the modern houfes arc

only built with clay. It is at prefent a place of fome trade, the chief articles of which are

corn and cotton.

Magnefia,
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Magnefia, now Gufethifar, which is fituated on the Maeander, was anciently a confi-

ilerable city, as is evident from it's ruins: it is ftill a pretty large walled town, and trades

to Smyrna in cotton and yarn.

The provinces of Doris and Caria, which are ufually united under the name of AJi-

nclli, are bounded on the north by the Mxandcr, and on the fouth and weft by the fca.

The chief towns are, Myndus, Halicarnailus, and Miletus, '^ '*'" •' '

Myndus, is a fca-port town, fituated on a fmall bay called laficus Sinus, atid is the

feat of a Turkifti bafha.

Halicarnaflus, once the capital of Caria, but now a heap of ruins, was famous for the

tomb built by Queen Artemifa, in honour of iier hufbanJ Maufolus; which was fo maj;-

nificent a ftiufturc, that it was efteemcd one of the woiuLts of the world, and has given

name toaU future fuperb tombs, which are hence called M.iufpleums*

Miletus, now Palatfhia, anciently a large city, containing a magnificent temple' de-

dicated to Apollo, is now only a fmall mean village confilling of fliepherds cottages.

The provinces of j^olis and Ionia, which are iiiccvvife ufually joined together, form a

long tradt of country, extending from north to fouth, and bounded on the well by the

Archipelago or /Egean Sea.

The ancient capital of ^olis was Cumaj which, with Phocea, and fome other old

towns, lies oppofite thf \!\s of Lcfbos.

* Ionia lies to the fouthward of .^olis, and had fevcral towns famous in hiftoryj fu:h f-

Clazomene, Colcphon, Ephefus, and Smyrna.

Clazomene, now called Urla, is a maritime town, fituated at the diftancc of about

twenty-eight miles to the fouth-weil of Smyrna; it was a confiderable city 'n the time of

the. Romans, but is now only a mean village.

Colophon Ijes about thirty miles to the fouth of Smyrna, and warmly claims the much-

Contefted honour of being the birth-place of Homer.
' The famous city of Ephefus, which ftood in a pleaHint country fitty miles to the fouth

of Smyrna, is nowonly a miferable village confifting of about thirty houfcs ; thouj;h it is

fituated near a fine haven, and was, under the Roman government, the metropolis of Afia

Minor. Ephefus was anciently celebrated for the temple of Diana, eftccmed one of the won-
ders of the world : this aftoniHiing edifice, which was fupported by a hundred and twenty-

feven marble columns feventy feet high, was four hundred and twcnty-.';ve feet in length,

and two hundred and twenty in breadth, and was wantonly deftroycd by Eroflratus, from

no other known irotivc than thr* of perpetuating a dctefted name, on the very night in

which Alexander the Great was born. There are ftill to be feen, in this fallen place, t'le

remains of a Roman circus, a theatre, an aqucdudt, and prodigious quantities of magni-

ficent ruins. The firft bifliop of Ephefus was St. Timoihy, and the inhabitants have

been honoured with an Epiftle by the Apoftlc Paul. ^,.

The part at prefent inhabited, which is bounded on the eaft by a large plain extending

as far as the fea, and on it's fides by lofty hills, contains a fine old church dedicated to St.

John the Evangelift, anciently with four gates, two of which arc now walled up: the

roof of this edifice is fupported on the infide by four columns of porphyry, the (hafts of

H h which
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wbich itre LV^elve feet and a half in circumference, and thirty-fix high; and it b?s tw»

domes covered with lead. The Turks, however, having converted this noble building

into a mofque, have added a minoret, and adorned it after their own manner; and, indeed,

as thofe oriuments which conftituted it's chief beauty whe% a church, have been conveyed

to Conftantinople for the embellilhment of the mofque .re£led by Sultan Soliman in that

city, it has not at prefent the moft ftriking appearanrc-.

Smyrna, or Ifmir, at prefent the largcft and ricbeft city in all Afia Minor, is fituated

in 38 degrees 28 minutes of northern latitude, and at the diftance of about one hundred

and tighty-three miles weft by fouth of Conilanti.iople.

Though this city has been feveral time« Jci'troyed by earthquake, it has, from the pe-

culiar excellence of it's port, which is one of the largeft and beft in the Levant, been con-

ftantly rebuilt.

At prefent, the city, which is nearly of a triangular form, is about four miles in circum-

ference; it runs about half a mile along the fhore, from whence it rifes gradually on a hili

fronting the fea, that fide next the mountain being much longer than the others : and at the

entrance of the port, in which there are feldom fo few as a hundred fliips of different (or

reign nations, ftanJs a ftrong caftle, which commands all the veflels failing in or out..

The ftreets of this city are wMe, and form al^iioit one continued bazar or market-plact,

in which great part of the European and Afiatic merchandize is expofed to fale, w^th pro-

digious plenty of provifions; the laft, however, from the numerous inhabitanls it contains,

and the multitudes of foreigners continually reforting there» are not fo cheap 9.i in many

other parts of Turky.

The houfes are in general low, a;td ufually built with clay-walls, as the bed pre(erva-

tive agzinft the earthquakes to which-they are fo liable : but the caravanferas, and Coras

other public buildings, have an air of great magnificence ; and the houfes of the £nglifh»

French, and Duf.ch confuls, are exceeding handfome flruAures. Thefe lafl houfes, as

well as thofe inhabited by moft of theChriftian merchants, are ere£led clofe ta the fea,^

forming along the harbour much the handfomeft ftreet in the whole city, diftinguifhed,

from it's being folcly inhabited by European Chriftians, with the appellation of Frankr^

Street.

In the upper part of the city is an uld ruinous caftle, near a mile in circumference, faid'

to be built by the Emprefs Helena ; not far c'iftant from which is an ancient ftruAure,

fuppofed to be the remains of a palace in which the Greek council was formerly held,

when Smyrna was the metropolis of Afia Minor : and there are alib in this city the ruins

of an amphitheatre, where St. Polycarp, the firft bifhop, is faid to hav ^ fought with lion&.

Smyrna is computed to cj.itain about fifteen thoufand Turks, ten thoufand Greeks,
eighteen hundreH Jews, two hundred Armenians, and two hundred- Franks or European
Chriftians.

The Turks have nineteen mofques, the Greeks two churches, the Jews eight fyna-

gogues, and the Armenians one church ; and ^J^" ?.oman Catholics have three convents,

one of ; Jefuits, another of the Francifcans, and a third of the Recollects ; with a father

diUa Ttrra Santa, and a Latin bifliop who with the title of Bifliop of Smyrna in fartibuf

In/idtlium,
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hfideUumt ka« a Talary from Rome. The Engliih and Dutch fadories have their refpec-

tive chaplains i dnd there is an archbifliop of the Greek church refident in this city.

The walics about the city are remarkable pleafant, particularly on the weft fide of Frank

Street, where there are (e«reral fittle groves of orange and lemon trees,, which being conti-

nually cloathed with leaves, bloflbms^ and fruit,, at once furniflx the moft exquiilte regale

to a pleaAng variety of the fenfes.

And the little hills in the neighbourhood of S'mjn'a, which are covered with vines,

not only furnifli a moft delightful profpedl, but plenty of delicious grapes,, from which-

the inhabiunts make an exceeding good wine.

Thefe hills are agreeably inte. Turfed with fertile plains,, littfe forefts of olive and

other fruit trees^ and a number of pleafant villas,, to which-, dunng the fummer, the

Franks commonly retire; and, as there are in the neighbouring country great plenty of
game, particularly deer,, wild hogs, and wild fowl, and a variety of excellent fifli in the

adjacent feas, they frequently take the diverfions of hunting, fliooting, and filhing

The European Chriftians are likewise allowed all imaginable liberties in the city,

where they ufually clothe themfelves after the manner of their refped^ive countries.

The many natural advantages, however, which this profitable anl delightful place fo

eminently poflefles, are conliderably diminiflied by the unheal'thinefs o? the lituation ; and"

efpecially by the frequent earthquakes, from which they are fehlom more than two years

together exempt, and which are fometimes felt for forty fucceffive days. And in June
1688, there was one fo exceeding dreadful, that it not only overthrew a great number of

houfes I but the rock on which the caftle ftood opened to fo prodigious a degree, as to

fwallow it up, and upwards of five thoufand perfons periflted on the occaAon.

The chief articles of commerce at Smyrna, are raw fllk, filk ftuSs, grograms, cotton-

yarn,, carpets,, and various forts of drugs.

This city was one of the Seven Allatic Churches to whom St. John addrefTed himfeff

in his Apocalypfe.

There are, near Smyrna, a great number df cameleons; (--ticularly about the old

wails of the caflle, where they breed in. holes and heaps oi ruins: and, as thefe afe

animals of a very peculiar nature, and have given rife to various flange relations, in

which fome truth is commonly blended with a great deal of falfhood, it may not Be

improper todefcribe them with their real peculiarities as they have occurred to our own.

obfervation.

This curious animal bears fome refemblance to the lizard, but 'las a back gibbous ot

rrooked like a hog's; and it's feet have two claws before, and three behind, which are not

,:parated from each other till near the ends. It has a long tail like a rat, and is nearly as

t> , but has litrie or no motion with it's head.

h-. keeping two cameleons twenty days the following obfervations occurred. Their

CO! „ar wit» commonly green ; being darker towards the back, and lighter towards the

belly, where it inclined to a yellow, with fpots at fome times reddifh and at others whitifh :

but the green often changed into a dark colour, like that of earth, without any appearance

•f grec: , and the whitifh fpots often vanifhed, but fometimes turned into the fame dirt-

colour,.
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colour, and at others into a dark purple. Somelimes, Fr^m beliig green all bver, tlvey

became fpotted with black; and when they flept under a white woollen cap, they com-

monly, on being uncovered, appeared of a white or rather cream colour; but they alfo

turned white under a red cap, for they never became either red ot blue, though they fre-

quently lay under thofe colours: yet, being placed on green, they became greenj and,

when they were laid on the dark earth, they changed fo as exaftly to refemble it.

On a little hill near the walls of the old caftle, fevcral camekons appearefl to have

changed themfelves fo as to refemble the colour of the fpeckled ftone-wall, and were grey

fpotted like mofs. And one, at the fame time, being oh the top of a green bu(h, where

it appeared of a bright green, no fooner perceived itfelf noticed, than it immediately

dropped to the ground : it then efcaped the fight; but, after a little fearch, was difcovered

creeping away to a hole in the rock, being entirely changed to a dark brown, exaftly like

the earth, which a (hower of rain had juft before rendered of that cdlbur.

. Nature feems to have given this animal the power of changing it's hue (on the lifual

fcale of infinite wifdom and goodnefs) for the purpofe of it's prcfervation : for the creature

moves exceeding flow, lifting it's legs high, but not quick, as if fearching for hold to

climb upwards, which it czv ;
^ tty well accomplifti on a' tree, a bufli, or a wall ; and when

it perceives itfelf in danger c. .aken, it opens it's mouth, and hifles like a fnake.

The eyes of the cameleon are . it equally wonderful with the variation of colour in

the body: they are large in porportion to the head, being generally rather bigger than a

common pea, and covered over with the fame (kin as the body, the grain forming circles

juft to the centre, where there is a hole not larger than a fmall pin's head, by which It re-

ceives light, and which muft confequently make the angles of it's vifion exceeding acute.

The head of this animal being immoveable, which prevents it's immediately turning to

obje£lsy the eyes are fo conftrudled, as not only to move backward and forward, upward

and downward, but dlfo one forward and the other backward, or one upward and the

other downward, one fixed on one objeft, and the other at the fame time moving according

to the motion of fome other objeft.

The tongue is a kind of jittle trunk of a griftly fubftance, about hMf an iilch long, and

hollow, joined to the throat by a ftrong membraneous and fleOiy fubftance, in which it is

fheathed when in the mouth : this the animal darts an inch or more out of it's mouth,

fmeared with a glutinous fubftance with which it is fupplied, in order to catch flies, which

adhering to the tongue as if on bird-lime, are thus brought into the creatQre's mouth.

Thefe Hies are their ordinary known food ; but, like many other animals of the fame cold

nature, (fuch, for example, as lizards and ferpents) they will live a long time without

fuftenance.

The tail of this animal is of great ufe in climbing; for it twines about any thing fo

faft, that when the feet flip it can fuftain and recover it's whole body by this means. And
on putting one into a deep glafs, where it could not reach hear the brim with it's fore-feet,

nor take any hold with it's claws, it was obfervcd, by ftanding on it's fore-feet, and draw-

ing itfelf up backwards, till it caught hold of the brim of the glafs with it's tail, to raife

up it's whole body with confiderable eafe, and would then have efFedcd it's efcape.

Myfia
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' Myfia and Phrygia Minor are bounded by the Propontis or Sea of Marmora on the

north; by Bythinia and Phrygia Major towards the eaft ; by Lydia on the fouth ; and by

the Archipelago or .£gean Sea on the weft.

The principal river in this diftri^ is that which was anciently called the Granicus ^

which rifing in this country, after running fifty or fixty miles from fouth to north, falls

into the Sea of Marmora. This river is rendered famous by the battle fought on it's

banks by Alexander and Darius. Mount Ida is alfo fituated in this province, where the

noets have def9ribed Paris to have given judgment between the three contending goddcfles,

J uno, Minerva, and Venus.

The chief towns in this country, were, Troy» Troas Alexandria, Pergamos, a^d

Abyios.

Troy, or Ilium, which was fituated near the fea, oppoftte the ifland of Tenedos, and

tendered fiimous by Homer and Virgil for it's ten years fiege, has not at prefent a fingle

ftone left to mark with any degree of certainty the exa£l fpot on which it formerly ftood.

Troas Alexandria, which was feated to the fouthward of Troy, and was once the ca-

pital of the province, is now a ruinous place.

Pergamos, which is feated in a plain near the banks of the Caicus, was one of the Se-

ven Churches, and anciently a magnificent city; but it is now a very indifferent town,

having^ only one Chriftiin church and a mofque. Parchment and tapeftry are faid to have

been invented in this city, and it is celebrated as the birth-place of Galen.

Abydus, or Avido, is a fortrefs oppofite Seftos, at the mouth of the Hellefpont : it is

celebrated by die poets for the loves of Hero and Leander, and it is famous in hiftory for

the gallant and obftinate idiftance made by the inhabitants againft Philip of Macedon

;

who, finding it impoffible to defend the city, chofe rather to deftroy themfelves, than

to furvive the difgrace. It is now the fouthern caftle of the Dardanels ; which appel-

htion is derived from Dardanus, a little town lying to the fouthward.

The province of Bithynia, called by the Turks fiecfangil, is feparated from Europe

only by the Thracian Bofphorus ; and it is fo near Conftantinople, that Scutari, which

ftands on the Afian fide, is efteemed a fuburb to that city.

The principal towns of Bithynia, are, Nichomedia, Chalcedon, Nice, and Prtifa.

Nichomedia, or ICchmit, is fituated at the foot of a large bay, in 40 degrees 46 minutes

of nordiem latitude, and fifty miles fouth-eaft of Conftantinople. This city, which was

once the capital of Bithynia, was formerly very large, and the ruins of it's ancient build •

ings and fine palaces are exceeding numerous. It is ftill a place of fome confeqoence, and

contains about thirty thoufand inhabitants, confifting of Greeks, Armenians, Turks,

and Jews. The Turks have twenty mofques ; the Chriftians have feveral churches, and

it is the fee of a Greek archbifliop ; and the Jews have two fynagogues. The fhips oH

Conftantinople are generally built here ; and the inhabitants carry on a confideral le trade

in filk, cotton, glafs, and earthen-ware.

Chalcedon, which flood two miles from Scutari, was once a flouriihing city, but it is

DOW reduced to a very iiidiffin«nt village.

It Nice,
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Nice, or Ifnic, which is AtuAted in 47 degrees 15 minutes of northern latitude, and

feventy-five miles fouth-eaft of Conftantinople, was anciently a noble city : and it is ft/^

mous for the great General Council that aflfembled there in the year 325, for the purpof*

of fupprefling the doctrines of Arius ( as well as from it^s haring been the reftdence of

the Greek emperors when Confiantinople was taken by the Romans. The city, which

is ilill large, and pretty well peopled, is chiefly inhabited by Jews ; but, except t>nly an

aqueduA, there are now no remains of it's original fplendor. The neighbouring coimtrf

is exceeding pieafant and fertile, producing great quantities of good corn, and very ex^

cellent wine.

'° 'Prufa, which is by the Turks called Burfa, is fltuated in 35 degrees 53 minutes of

northern latitude, and feventy-live miles fouth of Conftantinople. It is at prefenb' tht

capital of Bithynia, as it formerly was of the whole Ottoman empire.

The city is built on feveral little hills at the foot of Mount Olympus, (from which

laft place it is only about three leagues diftant) and at the end of a large and fine plain

full of mulberry and other fruit-trees. It is fo well fupplied with water by the numerous

fprings defcending from Olympus, that almoft every houfe has a fountain : and the moft

confiderable of thefe fprings ilTuing in a ftream as large as a man's body, is conveyed to

the town by a marble aquedu£l, from which it is difpetfed throughout the city.

Burfa, which is about half a league in length, is ftill furrounded with the wall ereAed by

the Chriftians when it was in their poflTcinon, but it is at prefent much out of repair, being

in feveral parts broken and ruinous. The mofques, which are about thirty in number, are

very elegant, being covered with lead, and adorned with handfome domes} and the cara»

vanferas are magnificent and commodious. The bekeftine, or exchange, is a large ftruc>

ture full of warehoufes and fliops, containing all the cotnmodities of the eaft, including

their own manufactures.

This city is in general pieafant, and the quarter of the beears is particularly neat and

well-paved. The city is inhabited by about forty thoufand Turks, who are alone per-

mitted torefide within the walls: but the fuburbs, which are confiderably tnorie elegant,

and much better peopled, are filled with Jews, Armenians, and Greeks; and there are

faid to be about five hundred families of Armenians, three hundred Greeks, and four hun>
dred Jew^ } the laft of whom came originally from Granada, in Spain, and flill fpe:dc to-

lerable good Spaiiifli. The beft artificers in alt Turky refide in this place; andTome of.

them are moft excellent imitators of the French and Italian tapeifary.

The Grand &ignior's palace in this city, which is in a -very ruinous condition, is fitu^

ated dn a high rock, and inclofed with a double wall; and the fepulchries of the firft

Turkifh emperors, and their fultanas, whick-arie in final 1 chapels covered with domosjars

flill to be feeh in this city.

About a mile from the city are the bath* of Calypfo, wluch ate exceeding hmifamt
ftrudlures, covered with elegant domes, and are fo greatly celebrated for the wonderful

•urcs they have cfieaed, that they are frequently vifited by convaMfcents froaa the diftance

of a hundred miles. ,>''

Mount
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MbttittOlyinpus, which is of a prodigious height, is Titutted in the neighbourhood of

Burfa. The top is barren, and conftantly covered with fnow, a great deal of which is

oarried to > Conftantinople, though near a hundred miles diftant. The middle of the

mountaih is planted with fin and other trees, and the vallies abound with a variety of

fruitS) particularly apples, grapes, mulberries, melons, and nuts.

H P. II.

PERSIA.
T"HE great antiquity of the name of this country, baffles all our refearchies fatisfac--

torily to account for it's origin : by the poets it is fuppofed to have derived the ap--

pellation of Perfia, from Perfeus,.the fon of Jupiter and Danae; and by graver, but,,

pitrhaps, on this occafion, equally unfuccefsful enquirers, from the word parapj which i

fignifies a htr/emaHj the Perfians, or Parthians, having been always celebrated for their

extraordinary fktil in horfemanlhip.

But though it is unlikely we (hall ever be able to difcover, with any degree of certain--

ty, the ctrcumftance to which the name of Perfta is fairly afcribable, we Ihall find little -

difficulty in furniiking the reader with what is infinitely more material : a (hort view of ^

the feveral viciffitudes it has from time to time undergone ; and a copious defcription of

:

all that it at prefent contains, by any means worthy of notice.

The foundation of the Perfian empire, which fucceeded the Aflyrian or Babylonian,,

was laid by Cyrus, about 556 ye^rs before Chrift, when the Ifraelites, who had been fo -

long in captivity at Babylon, were reftored by that prince to their liberty. Afterwards it

ended in the perfon of Darius, who was conquered by Alexander the Great 329 years be--

fore the coming of Chrifl: and, when this country, with the reft of Alexander's domini-

ons, had been divided among his great general officers, the Romans Conquered their pof- «

terity, and fucceeded them in the poflenion. The Romans, however, never wholly fub- -

dued Perfia, the natives having princes of their own who frequently defeated the Romaa ^

legions; and the fuccefTors of thefe princes furvived even the Roman empire itfelf: but

tkey were at length fubdued by the famous Tamerlancj whofe pofterity was fupplanted by >

a doiSlor of law, the anceftor of the Sophi family, and a pretended defcendant from Ma- -

bomet.

Hts fuccefTors, though fome of them were valiant and politic, proved in gencral'dif—<;

graceful to humanity, by their cruelty, ignorance, and indolence, which rendered them -.

fo unpopular with their fubjefts, barbarous as they were, that HafTein, a prince of the So-

phi race, who fucceeded in the year 1694, was murdered by Mahmud, fon and fuccefTor--

of the famous Mirtweisi and Mahmud himfelf afterwards experienced the fame fate, be-

ing murdered by Efrcf, one of his general officers, who ufurped the throne. In the meaa ?

time. Prince Tahmas, .the reprefentative of the Sophl family, having, efcaped from the

.
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rcbflls« ftflenibled an army, Jind took into hi* fiirvice Nadir Shah, who defeated and

killed £fref, and re-annexcd to the Perfian government all the placet which the Turks and

Tartar*, availing themielvec of thefe diforders, had torn away from that empire. And
now die hitherto concealed ambition of Nadir breaking out, he aflumed the name of Tah-
mai Kouli Khan; and pretending that his fcrviccs were not fuSciently rewarded, he re-

belled againft his fovereign, took him into cudody, and is fuppofed to have put him to

death. This daring ufurper afterwards mounted the throne, under the title of Shah Na-
dir; the hiftory of whofe expedition into Indoftan, and the amazing booty he obtained,

will be particularly described when we come to treat of that country: it will not, how-

ever, be at prefent improper to mention, that he brought from India only a very inconfi-

derable part of his booty, much being loft in his return by the Marattas and accidents.

The ufurper next conquered Ulbec Tartary : but he was lefs fuccefsful againft the Dag-

heftan Tartars, whofe country he found to be inacceiCble. And he beat the Turks in

feveral engagements, but was never able to accompliih the taking of Bagdat. The ruling

.principle of Kouli Khan's government, was to imprefs all his fubjeAs with terror by the

cruelleft executions he could devife: and his conduct, at length, became fo exceffively

intolerable, that his brain was fuppofed to be difordered ; and in the year 1747, he was

killed in his own tent, by his chief officers and relations, the fafety of whofe lives depended

on their adopting this meafure. Upon the death of Nadir Shah, a number of pretenders

ftarted up : Kerim Khan, however, was the foi tunate candidate, who was crowned at

Tauris in the year 1763, and ftill keeps poflTeffion of the throne of this extenfive country.

Having thus given the outlines of the Perfian hiftory to the prefent time, in which

may be traced with precifion it's numerous viciflitudes, we (hall now lay before the reader a

particular defcription of the country, with every thing curious that occurs in journeying

over this fpacious territory.

Perfia is bounded on the eaft by the dominions of the Mogul ; by Uft>ec Tartary,

the Cafpian Sea, and Circaffia, on the north; by the Indian Ocean, and the Gulph of

Perfu or Baflfora, on the fouth} and on the weft by the Turkifli empire.

This extenfive country is fituated between the 25th and 45th degrees of north latitude,

and between the 45th and the 67th degrees of eaft longitude from the meridian of London

:

the length and breadth of this kingdom are therefore nearly equal; and if the north-eaft

parts of Perfia were not divided by the Cafpian Sea from the north-weft, it's form would

be nearly fquare. The length of this country is about twelve hundred miles from eaft to

wreft, and it is eleven hundred in breadth from north to fouth.

Perfia is divided into the following provinces: on the frontiers of India, are, Chorofan;

part of the ancient Hyrcania, including Herat and Efterabad ; Sableuftan, including the

ancient BaAria and Candahor ; and Sigiftan, the ancient Drangiana.

The Xouthern divifion conuins, Makeran; Kerman; the ancient Gedroffia; and Far-

Sfbn, the ancient Perfia.

The fouth-weft divifion, on the frontiers of Turky, contains the provinces of Chu-

ififtan, the ancient Sufiana; Irac-Agem, the aacient Parthia; and Ci^^deftao, part of

cicieftt Aflyria.

The
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The- nortb-weft divifion, lying between the Cafpian Sea anJ the frontiers of Turky

in Afla, contains the ptovinces of AderbeitzcDt the ancient Media; Georgia, Gangea.

and Dagiftan, part of the ancient Iberia and Colchis i Ghilan, part of the ancient

Hyrcaniai Shirvan, and Mazanderan.

In the fouth of Perfia, the longelt day is thirteen hours, and a half, and in the north

fomewhat more than fiftL-cn.

A country of fuch prodigious magnitude mufl ncceiTarily have air and feafons exceedingly

different from each other. I'hus, in the middle of the kingdom, their winter begins in

November, and continues till March, with feverc frolts and fnow, great quantities falling

on the mountains, but confidcrably lefs in the plains. They have exceeding high winds

from March till May ; and from thence till September a calm ferenc (ky, without even a

cloud. In fummer, the weather is all ibc day pretty hot ; but the refrefliing breezes

nvhich conftantly blow in the mornings and evenings, as well as during the nights, which

are at this time near ten hours long, render it very fupportablc. The air is fo pure, and

theftars flline with fuch lu(lre,that people ufuaily travel in the night: nor does the lead dew

or moifture fall on aoy thing expofcd to the air during the fair fcafon. There is no coun-

try more healthful than the heart of Pcrfla } and foreigners who arrive there ftrong and

fobuft generally enjoy a conftant feries of good health, but it has been noticed, that th::fe

who come there in a,convalefcent ftate feldom recover.

The air, which in the fouthern part of Perfia, is very unhealthy during the fpring and

fall, i* in the months of June, July, and Auguft, far from being prejudicial
i the wea-

ther, however, is then fo very hot, that both natives and foreigners retire to the moun-
tains.

Th^hot winds which blow from the eaftward, over long trails of fandy defarts, are

extremely fuSbcating, and a blaft fometimes ftrikes the traveller dead in an inftant.

In the north part of the Perftan dominions, particularly in the provinces of Georgia,

Skirvan, and Aderbeitzen, though the weather is fufficiently warm and dry during the

fummer, it is in the winter generally as much fubjedl to ftorms, tempefts, and fevere frofls,

for fix months together, as any country in the fame latitude on the continent : but thefe

provinces being very mountainous, there is frequently a furprizing difference between the

air on the north and the fouth fides of the fame mountains j fo that in journeying a few

miles, the traveller iougincs himfelf in a different climate^

fiut though thefe mountains are cold, they arc extremely healthful} while, on the con-

trary, the flat country of Ghilan, and Mazanderan, which lie near the Cafpian Sea, are

very damp and unhealthy; and the inhabitants are obliged in fummer to retire into the

mountains, the waters in the low grounds being foul and putrid.

No country in tHe known world, of fo large an extent as Perfia, has fo few navi-

gable rivers: for in the heart of that kingdom there is not a fmgle river capable of carrying

a boat of any burden; and a perfon may in fome parts travel feveral days without feeing

any water at all. The river Oxus, indeed, which feparates Perfia from U (bee Tartary,

has a large ftrean^; but none of it's branches rife in the dominions of Perfia. The rivers

Kur and Aras, anciently called the Cyrus and Araxcs, which rifing in the mountains of

K k Ararat
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Ararat flow through Georgia, Shirvan and Aderbeitzen, and joining their flreams fall Into

the Cafpian Sea, are much the moft confiderable rivers in all Perfia : there are, however,

feveral fmall rivulets, which falling from the mountains, are conveyed to the principal

cities.

The fcarcity of water in this country, has given rife to many ingenious methods of con-

veying it to the cities, corn-fields, and gardens: and as the proper management of it is of

the utmoft public importance, an officer is appointed in every province for the purpofe of

feeing it regularly diftributed ; every little rivulet and fpring being condu£ted to that part

of the country where it is moft wanted. Wells of a prodigious depth and breadth are in

many places dug, out of which, with the affiftance of oxen, they draw up water in greit

Jeather buckets, which are emptied into large cifterns where the >Yater is referved to be

ufed by the people as occafion may require. And there are alfo vaft fubterraneous aque-

du£ls, through which the water is fometimes conveyed to the diftance of twenty or thirty

leagues, built about two fathoms high, and arched with brick; holes like wells being madb

at the diftance of every twenty paces, for the convenience of repairing. The diftribution

of the river and fpring water is made one day to on? quarter of the town, and another day

tc the other, til) all are fupplied j evy perfon oper.ing for it's reception the canal or re-

fervoirs in his garden, for which a certain yearly fum is paid to government for every

garden, more particularly about Il'pahan: and, as it is eafy for a perfon to divert his neighw

bour's water into his own receptacle, they punifh this offence with great feverity.

There arc in Pcrfia good mines of copper, iron, and lead } and it alfo produces, in con^

fldcrable quantities, antimony, fulphur, faltpetre, and emery : there are plains near twenty

leagues over covered with fait, and Tome with faltpetre and allum ; and in fome parts of

Caramania, in particular, the fait is faid to be fo hard, that the poorer fort of jjcople ufe it

inftead of ftonc for building their cottages.

In the provinces of Pars and Skirvan there are great quantities of bole-armoniac, and a

fort of marie ufed by the natives inftead of foap.

There are aTo in Perfia, near the Cafpian Seas, fprings of a black or' dark-grey

naphtha., ".liich boiling exceeding high when the weather is thick and hazy, frequently

takes fire on the furface, and runs flaming into the fea, in great quantities, to an almoft

incredible diftance from the (here; in clear weather, however, the fprings do not boil up

more than two or three feel in height. This oily fubftance, in boiling over, becomes df

i'uch a confiftcnce, that by degrees it almoft clofes up the mouth of the fpring; and thefe

mouths are fometimes clofed up, and hillocks formed over them of a blacknefs equal to

that of pitch; but when they are ftopped up in one place, they break out in another, though .

fome that have not been long open, form a mouth of eight or ten feet in diameter.

Phis fulftance, which has a difagreeable fmell, and i« chiefly ufed by the poor inha-

bitants to fupply the plart r.{ oil in lamps, or to boil their pro/ifions, burns brft when

mixed with a fmall quantity of aflies. It is found in very great abundance, and every

family keeps a plentiful quantity ready for ui'e -, which they nreferve in large earthen

vefTels placed under ground, at a fmall diftance from their no jfes, on account of it's

being fo liable to take fire.

There
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There ••« :. winit naphtha of a much thinner confiftence in the peninf'Ha of Apcheran,

which is both taken as a cordial and medicint.v and ufed externally; and which, it is

faid, being carried into India^ where it is properly prepared, makes a moft beautiful and

durable varnifh.

The Perfian marble is either red, white, or black ; fome, . however, being veined with

white and red: one fort fplits into large flakes or tables, likeflates; but the beft, which,

comes from Tauris, is v hite mixed. with {<;reen, and is ^Imoft as tranfparen: as cryftal.

In the country about Tauris, the mineral azure is alio found, but it is inferior to that

brought from Tartary; and, indeed], the moft valuable mines in Perda are thofe in which -

the turquois ftones are contained.

Rice, wheat, and barley, are almoft the oiilykinds of corn, produced in Perfia ; for they

have no oats, and but little rye: and the fca< jns are fo different, in the north and fouth

parts of this extenfive country,. that while t'.ey are fowing in one part, they are reaping in

another ; and in fome places the land is fo feriile, that the diilance between feed-time and

harveft doe« not exceed three months.

In the kitchen-gardens of Perfia,. are to be found moA' of .th< roots and fallads of Eu-^

rope ; and they have no lefs than twenty forts of. melons, which the people make their con^

ftant fuod: thofe which are firft ripe in the fpring, are round and fmall; but thofe that

ripen in the latter part of the feafon are much the largeft and beft, being moft exquifitely

fweet,and weighing eighi or ten pounds each, and perfons of quality have them conlUntly

the whole year, by prefcr/ing them under-ground, till the feafon returns. The beft me-,

ions grow in Charailan, near. Tariary } from whence .th$y are carried as far as Ifpahan

for the king's table.

Cucumbers of various kinds are alio much ufed by the common -people; and one fort in

particular, . which has fcarce any ieeds, js eat without paring^or. dreiBng, and not conftdered

as unwholefome.

^3ates are efteemed the moft: delicious: fniit of this country; and, indeed, they are no
where fo good as in Perfla. The pulp in which the ftone is inclofed, is. a clammy fub-'

ftance remarkably fweet; and, when ripe, being laid in heaps, they become candied or

preferved without any fugar. The tree on which this fruit is produced is very tall, but

(lender, having, like other palms,, no branches but atthetop: the fruit grows in clufters

of thirty or forty pounds weight; but the tree does not bear, before it is fifteen years old«

though it is then faid to continue fruitful till upwards of a hundred.

There are alfo.feveral kinds of grapes, fome of which are fo large that a (ingle grape is

a fufiicient mouthful, which they i'ufFer to hang a confiderabic time on the vines, wrapped

up in linen rags*

Perfia has moft of! I the European fruits$ and if the natives underftood gardening they

might have them in much greater perfcdlion: but they are neither acquainted with

grafting, inoculating, or the management of dwarf-tre^' ; fo that all their fruit-trees run

up very high, and are loaded with wood. They hrvc, however, excellent -apricots, of

ftveral kiods*. and their nectarinesi and peacb«s wqg^ iixteco or eighteen ounces each.

They
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They cit-y and export itigttat quantities » fort of apricots red wkhin, called' egg! of

the fun, Whidi being boiled in watery it is thiclcened by the juice of the fruit, and con*

verted into a perfeA fyrup, , without any fu^r. Apples and pears groiir chiefly in the

north part of PerAa; and oranges, quinces, prunes, and pomegranates of feveral kinds,

are plentifully produced in this country: in fhort,.they hare fuch varieties of fine fruits,

that at particular entertainments, fifty dtifterent fprtsl have been at once feen» fome of

them brought nine hundred ihiles from th& placet of their growth.

Olives are produced near the Cafpian S«», but the inhabitants neither know how to

preferve them, nor to extract the oil : they- have alfc^ plamatjons of fugar and tobacco {

and export great quantities of Piftachio nuts, which are almoft peculiar to Perfia. They
have likewife the palm, the cyprefe, and large planutiaas^«rinuilberry-trees for the

fupport of their filk-worms. >>[.. A i.

The trees moft common- in Pei4ia, are, the plane^ree, the willow, the fir, and the

cornel- tree.

The fenna-tree, which is very large, and ufually rifes forty or fifty feet high, is as

ftraight as the maftof a Afrp, having na branches, but on the head: the: hark is of a

bright grey, and the wood ferves for all the purposes of building.

There are trees in the country which yield guoi-maftic, and frankincenft; the latter,

which refemble the p«ar-tree, aw chiefly fijund in Caramania. AJfo trees produciog

manna of feveral forts: tksbeft hasa.yeUowiihcaft, and a large coarfe grain; there ii a

fecond fort, called tamariflc, becaafe the tree from which it drops is thus namedj found in

great quantities in the province.of Sufiana: and a third fort, gathered about Ifpahan* falls

from a tree refembling the tamariflc, but fomewhat larger. The ltaves.of tbefe trees,

during the fummer, dtop liquid manna, which the natives take to be the fweatof the

trees, as they find, in the moroiiig, the ground under thepi quite greafy with the copi*

ous diftillation.

Perfia likewife affords gfeai plenty of other medicinal drugs; fuch as, nox vomica, gum
ammoniac, a fort of rhubarb, and caffia.

The Perfian poppies, which in fbme places grow four feet high, and have white leaves,

are lAuch efteemed, for the quantity and ftrength of the opium they produce. The juice

is extracted from them in June, by making little incifions. in the head of the peppy,

from which a thick liquid oozes that is gathered before fun-rife. This bufinefs is faid to

have fuch an effe£i on the people who are employed in it, tint they look remarkably pale^

and their limbs tremble. The liquor thus drawn from the poppies foon becomes thick, and

is made into pills.

Aflafoetida, which is much admired by the natives both of Perfia aiid India, who fre-

quently cat it with their food, is a liquor that flows from a plant called hiltot, an incifion

being for that purpolb made in the root; it thickens after it is drawn otR, and grows as

hard as gum : it is of two kinds, the white and the black, thft farmer of which they cfteem

beft for eating. The fmell of this drug is fo exceflive firong, that it communicates to

whatever goodsTie near it in the fliip, boweycr cl«fi;ly packed, and it i»iMia t» impofllble

to purge them of this moft naufeous fcent.

TbcK
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There are alfo fome extraordinary natural produftions in this country, particularly a

Hirub which is faid to abound in the dcfarts of Caramania, to which the Perfians have given

the name of galbudfamour., which fignific poifoner of the winJs, or the fiower which poifons the

winds; conceiving that the blading and deftrui5ltve wind which invades this province in

the hot feafon, derives it's baneful influence from this plant.

Another curious fhrub, the growth of tlie fame province, is the kircebre, which grows

to about the height of fix feet, the ftem being of the thicknefs of a man's legj it produces

round leaves, and flowers refembling the rofe of the fweet-briar.

The exceflive heat of the fouthern provinces of Perfia, renders the Toil unpropitious t»

the growth of thofe odoriferous flowers which adorn more temperate climates; but in Htr-

cania and Mazenderan, thefe beautiful produiSlions of nature are found in vaft profufion

;

orange and jeflamine trees (hoot fpontaneoufly in the fields of the former ; and in the lat-

ter, tulips, ranunculufes, and anemonies, paint the face of the earth ii thofe months of the

fpring, or rather winter, which admit of any vegetation : in the '.eight of the fummer,

flowers, fruits, and every appearance of verdure is deftroyed, by the powerful and irrefift-

able rays of the fun, which leave the vallies no longer habitable, and compel the icorchetl

inhabitants to betake themfelves to the mountains for air.

In the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, and other large towns, where the country is refreihe4

with water, lilies, dafFbdils, violets, and pinks, bloom in aftonifhing beauty, and fill -the

air with their fragrance; of rofes they have infinite variety, all of furprizing odour, the

flowers of which are diftilled, and the water exported to diftant parts of the world : and the

giliiflowers both red and yellow, perfume the air in the fpring, together with another flower

of a lively fcarlet, frequent tufts of which add luftre to this variegated fccne.

We have already obferved, that in the opinion of fome writers, the name of this country

is derived from a word which fignifies horjemanjhip; it may from thence be inferred, that the

horfes are excellent, which is indeed the fadl; they are of exquifite beauty, highly fpirited,

yet eafily manageable, but they are fo light as only to be fit for the faddle, nor do they

equal the Arabian and Tartarian horfes in fwtftnefs or hardinefs, notwithftanding which

they bear an extraordinary price, on account of the frreat demand for them in Turky and

India, two or even three i. andrcd pounds fterling n^ no uncommon price for a Perfian

horfe. They are never gelt, and are permitted tu wc<ar their full manes and tails, which

add confiderably to their beauty; they are generally fed wuh a inixiure of barley and at

flraw, which is given them in bags tied over their heads ; by u ty of change, their food is

fometimes barley-meal wetted and made into balls.

Here are alfo fevcral kinds of camels, of different fizes: that which is moA valued is en-

gendered between a male bcaft of this or the dromedary fpecies which has twohun^i
or bunches on his back, and a female with only one; thefe are faid to be cap.i Ic of almoft

continual labour, and of bearing a burden of near a thoufand pounds weight ; b ,t the fmaller

ones, which do not carry much more than half that load, make up this deficiency by their

fupcrior fwiftnefs, and are, on that account, ufed in the commerce between Ifpahan .< <Jthe

Gulph of Perfia. A volume might be filled with the properties and excellent :-
. this

animal ; but wc have already defcribed it very particularly in a former part of o> .vork.

LI At
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As the land is ploughed by oxen and buftaloe?, they are not commonly Icilltd for food:

thefe beafts, as well as the mules and aire"-, are alfo uftd to carry burden? ; of the latter ani-

mals, thofe which are bred in Pcrfia are faid to be lefs fpeedy and docile th.nn thofc which

are natives of Arabia The mules are peculiarly ft'ony; and fcrviccable, and yield a confide-

rable price; in fome inflances, twenty, thirty, and even forty pounds.

As the eftablifhed religion of thi« couniry is that of Mahomet, the breed of hog? is not

encouraged; nor do the Chriftians propagate them in any confidcrable degree, \ctt they

fhouid give oftVnce: on the borders, indeed, of Pcrfia, towards Georgia and Arnuiii.i, thv.'y

are more numerous.

The flefli of their (heep conftitutes thcgreateft pp.rt of the animal food of the inhabitants

of Perfia, and on that account their flocics are large, and attended with the ntmolt care;

they arc moftly of that kind which have been before dcfcribed, with rumps of an amazing

fize and fatnefs ; in fome provinces they arc armed with five, fix, and even fcvcn horns,

feveral of which point diredtly forward, and render the combats, which frequently happen

between the males of thefe animals, extremely defperate : the wool of ihefe fheep is fo

coarfe as to be of little value; the contrary of which i^ the cafe with rofptcl to the goats,

whofe flefli is lefs valued, and the hair exported for purpofesof manufadure.

The animals which are found wild in Perfia, are deer, antelopes, goats, hares, and

rabbits : the provinces of Hyrcania and Curdidan, which are mountainous and covered

with wood, abound in wild boars, lions, jackalls, tygers, and leopards; which, however,

feldom vifit the inhabited parts of the country, or prey on the human fpccies.

Almoft all the different fjv/ls of Europe arc found in Perfia; their partridges are large,

and the flefli of them delicious; and pigeons are fo extremely numerous, that Ifpahan and

it's neighbourhood are fuppofed to contain feveral thioufands of pigeon-houfes. The fong-

birds, and particularly the nightingale, are faid to be moft delightfully harmonious; and the

plumage of fome of the fmallcr kinds of the feathered race, is beautifully variegated with

red, yellow, blue, and green, of the moft lively colours. Of the fmall birds, the noura,

and a kind of martlet, are taught to fpeak.

The Perfian pelican, called in the language of this coi'*"-" '/i/-"* *t,. ,„ijt— .lawer^ is

faid to be remarkably large, it's body being rcprefented to be of the fize of a flicep, though

it's head bears no proportion to this extraordinary bulk
;
yet it has a beak from fifteen to

eighteen inches in length, and of a very confidcrable thicknefs: the bag under this beak is

furniflied by Providence, as a refervoir for water, which ihey are frequently obliged to fetch

from an aftonifliing diftance, for the fupply of their infant young.

Birds of prey, fuch as eagles, falcons, and ail the variety of hawk?, are found here in

great abundance; many of thefe are trained for fport, and are not only inftrudtcd to fly at

the fmaller game, but at hares, deer, and antclo)v s ; tht faftcn on the head of the larger

beaft, and fluttering with their wing«, not only ini,)ede it''- (peed, but frighten and terrify

it in fuch a manner, that it's flight is frcqu ntly directed towards the hiintti?, and it falls

an eafy prey to thofe dogs from whom it's fwiftnefs would afford it an cafy cfcape.

There are fo few rivers in this country, that thofe kinds of fifli which arc found in frcflt

waters, arc extremely fcarce; the rivers Kur and Arras, which fall into the Cafpian Sea,

ara
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are indeed full of fifli; but tV.cy are too remote from Ifpahan tofupply that capital. Thofe
provinces which border on the fca, arc furniOied from thence with great and excellent

Vitrlfty.

Some of the provinces, and efpecially thofe which border on the Cafpian fea, are infeftcd

with an infinite number of venomous reptiles: particularly, toads; b' ick ferpcnts, whofe

bite is faid to prove mortal ; and fcorpions of an extraordinary fize, and of fuch peculiar

malignity, that thofe who are ftung by them become diltraded, and frequently pcrifli

in that mifer;ible ftate, if prop:r remedies are not at hand. The fting of the millepedes is

almrift equal!)' dreaded ; and fwarms of mufkitocs, of two different kinds, the one black

and the other white, torment the inhabitants of the flat countries with pungent and poi-

fonous bites.

But it is or,ly in the low and fwampy parts of this empire, that thefe troublefome rep-

tiles and infefv^s are found in fuch abundance; thofe provinces which are dry, or moun-
tainous, are little fubjeit to them: but even thefe are liable to the depredations of locufts,

fuch numbers of which fometimcs aflemble together, as even to darken the air, and fpread

dtfolation wherever they diredl their flight, dcftroying every produce of the earth, and

fparing neither tree, plant, or any fpecics of verdure.

But thefe dcvadations are feldom of long continuance; that gracious Being, who in all

his difpenfations tempers juftice with mercy, and whofe works are all marked with wif-

dom, has decreed the united flight of thefe rapacious infe£ls to take place at exa(^Iy the

fame feafon of the year when the young of the feathered race leave their nefts, who in-

ftantly begin to prey on thefe dcftroyers, and fave the laborious hufbandman from impend-

ing ruin, and the inhabitants from the terrors of dearth and famine.

The perfonsof the Perfians are in general pleadng : their features are agreeable; their

comnkxions in the northern provinces good ; and even thofe who inhabit the fouth, are of a

lively olive, and become daily more bright, as the cuftom prevails of taking Georgian and

Circaflian wives. They arc of middling ftature, rather tall, but fmall boned ; their eyes

for the moll part black, and their hair of the fame colour; that of their heads is in generat

clofe fhaved, except their temples, on each of which the young men, and efpecially thoie

of fafliion, leave a lock, which hangs down and is confidered as an ornament to the face;

their beards reach to their temples, but they (have the cheeks, and perfons of rank (uffct

the reft to grow long, though the common people generally cut it ihort ; the priefts, how-

ever, and all orders of religion, wear their beards at full length, and only clip them into a

p;ii titular form ; all the other parts of their bodies are carefully freed from hair.

They keep their heads remarkably warm, wearing even in the fummcr caps faced with

Bukhariun lanib-lkins ; in the other feafons of the year, they cover their heads with caps of

cloth, fo fafhioncd as to rife into four corners at the top, which is frequently ten or twelve

iiuheshigh ; fonie perfons of high rank have turbans of Caramania wool, which bears fo

high a price that thiscloathing for the head is fometimes obt.-iined at an expence of a hun-

dred crowns, and feldom at lefs than ten. They prefer crimfon or fcarlet to any other

colour, not only for their upper garments, but for their caps, which they are foaccuftomed

to wear, that they never take them off in compliment even to their kings} nor do theyc are

to
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to fit without them within doors, though the weight is (o cxccfTivc, that their ears, which

are always left bare below the cap, are preH'ed down by it and grow to an enormous fize.

They wear next their flcins fliirts or vcfts of filk or callico, commonlyftriped or chequered

with blue} and this garment, which has an open bofom, and ftraight flceves without wrifts,

is feldom changed till it is worn out. A waiUcoat covers this veil; and over it they have a

coat, the fleeves of which arc clofe, and it is fattened before with buttons anJ loopi, and a

fafli round the wailt : and, above all, they have ufually a loofc coat, lined with turr or fa-

bles } and this fcems to be as much ufcd for fticw as warmth, it being no uncommon cnfc

for a man of confcqucncc to fwcat under this load of finery even in the height of fummer;

it is not, however, of a cumbrous length, reaching only to the waift.

Of whatever materials their under garments are compofcd, whether filk, muflin, or cot-

ton, plain or embroidered, they arc always quilted, which adds to the warmth without

additional weight; but the fleeves of their upper garments arc inconvenient, reaching to

the fingers ends; and, as their ihiris are without collars, their necks are always bare.

They fupply the want of breeches by loofc drawers, and wear woollen ftockings or boots
;

diough they fometimes go bare legged, having only woollen focks on their feet, on which

thiy alfo wear flippers of the flcin of their horfes rumps, prepared fo as to be hard and

rovigh, and to refemble feal-flcin, or fhagreen: thefc are made with high heels, to carry them

out of the dirt} but they are, from this circumftance, uneafy and dangerous to thofe who are

unaccuftomed to them. Upon the whole, the drefs of the Perfians may conduce more to health

and ftrength than that of the Europeans; being free from ligatures, which are unqueftion-

ably pernicioKS; though it may be queftioned, whether the ancient cuftom, flill retained in

- theeaft, of girding up the loins, is not unwholefome, keeping thofe parts too hot: the Per-

fian drefs is however lefs abfurd, and better calculated for activity, than that of the Turks,

whofe long robes are equally effemiriate and troublefome.

They ufe the folds or plaits of the fafli as pockets, carrying in them their knife, (the

handle of which is generally ornamented with gold or ftlver, though the cafe is only of

wood) their purfe, and thofe who write, their pens and ink; but fome of them have pockets

for thefe purpofes in their upper garments under the arms.

The 4refs of the common people confifts generally of two or three light garments,

which reach no !ower than the knees; but they all wear heavy caps, this being a part of

drefs to which they fcem moft attentive.

The Perfians of condition are expenfive in their horfe equipages : their faddles are fir.'ly

ornamented with gold or filver; and their houfings, which areof immenfe fize, arc richly

embroidered with the fame metals. When they ride, they generally wear leather boots of a

yellow colour ; but neither men or women wear gloves at any time.

The women's drefs differs but little from that of the men, but is more expenfive. Thofe

of condition adorn their heads with jewels difpofed artificially in plcafing f^rms; one of

thefe ornaments is ufually a fmall chain of gold fet with pearls, at one end of which is a

thin plate of gold, on which is engraved a prayer in the Arabic language, the other end

of the chain is fattened to the hair above the temple, and the plate hangs upon the

check juft below the ear. They wear bracelets of gold and jewels about their arms} and
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felves in nearly the fame way, with metals of lefs price.

Young unmarried women wear a flifFened cap on their heads, which is turned up

round, and has a heron's feather ftuck in the midft of it; and their hair is braided in

trefles, and falls down their backs to a great length : the married women) combing «U
their hair backward, bind part of it with a broad ribband or tiara, which is enriched with

jewels in the form of a coronet, and the remainder of the hair falling loofely on the

Ihoulders, a more becoming kind of drefs can hardly be conceived.

The Pcrfians are great admirers of thick and large eyc'-brows in their ladies, who con-

trive to dye them black, if they are not of that colour; which, however, feldom happens

:

they have alfo a cuftom, very difagreeable to ftrangert, of rubbing their feet and hands

with a kind of orange coloured dye or pomatum ; and that ftill worfe praAice, to which

the European females are but too much addidted, of injuring the beauties which nature

has beftowed on them, by paints and varntflies. They frequently wear jewels in their

tars, and in the provinces which 'border on India even in theirnofes: iieckUoes are al-

moft univerfally worn, which are fomettmes of plain igokl, in chainsor beads, and fooK'

times enriched with precious ftones; but they are generally Co loofe as to fall low on the

bofom, and fmall boxes of gold, filled with the mofl; oKquiftte perfumes, are frequently

fufpended to the centre of them.

The women wear the fame drawers and flippers as the nien } thofe of condition feldom ap-

pear in their ftreeti, and when they do, are covered from head to foot in white veils.

Nor do fhe Perfians alwajFS propartion their drefs to thair circumftances ; they afFeA

• profafion in the forreet, to which the latter are frequently inadequate : their garments

are of rich brocaded fiVks, and their faflies of the fame materials, added to which they

have frequently a fecond falh of aund'shair, which they wear over the filkone, and which

is equally expenfive ; and diis, with tlte fums beftowed in their horfe furniture, exhaufts

thenr purfes, and obliges them to facrifice the comforts of life to this uielefs pageantry.

The Perfians are ufoally defcribed by travellers and hiftorianc*, as a remarkabijy neat

people, and as far as'their houfes and exterior garmeitts are roncerned, they are unquef-

tionibly intitled to this chataAer ; but this virtue fisems 'rather to be pfa£lifed m confor-

mity to their religious defines, than irom principle, as nothing but their conftant bath-

ings could render tolerable, bodies which are immediately covered with the fame garment^

unchanged and unwaflied, ttU it is in a condition 'too indelicate to be defcribed.

The Perfians admit but little variety in their food ; their breakfaft is generally a Jingle

difli of coffee, which they take early in the morning j and dine before noon» on fweet-

tneats, fruit, or difhes made with milk, and in particular curds ; at fupper they indulge in

animal food, but th'^s is cither mixed or accompanied with rice, and confifts either of a

fowl, or a piece of mutton or goat's flefli, which is cut into fmall pieces^ thruft on a long

(kewer, and broiled over a fire of charcoal ; fometimes, but not often, they jroaft, but whe-

ther their meat is broiled or roafted, h is always Si ovcr-dreflfed that it is eafily torn to

pieces with the fingers without the ol^ance of knives or forkS) which they never ufe*

M m They
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They ftcw tlicir rice till it is pcrfcdly tender, with butter or fat, and add turmeric or

fafFron to it to dye it yellow.

According to the ordinances of their rcliijion, they are to abftain, from wine and ftrong

liquors, and on this account they arc confiJercd as a temperate people j but many of them

taftc in private the forbidden nc£lar even to excefs, and others indulge in opium, though

not to fo great a degree as the Turks : they have feveral kinds of (hirbet, very agreeable

to the palate, fome of them compofed with honey, and others with fpices and fugar.

They are inftrudled by the religion of Mahomet in the exercife of hofpitaiity, and are

ready to embrace all opportunities of inviting Grangers to their tables, who are always

treated with great marks of politenefs and refpedt; indeed, the latter is fomctimcs carried

fo far, as to be ceremonioufly difagreeablc.

A traveller of authority has given the following account of a Perftan fupper, which

may be confidered as a general defcription of the meals among perfuns of diliindlion.

Supper being brought in, a fervant prcfented a bottle of water, and with a napkin over

his (boulder went round the company, and poured water on each perfon's hands to wafb.

The room of entertainment was fupplicd with light by one large tallow candle or lamp

which burnt in the court-yard, and a fmgle wax light, of a large fize, on the floor of the

room, which was frequently fnufFed with fcifllars into a fmall cup of water; alargefal-

ver, in the form of a tea-board, was fet before each perfon, with a plate of pellaw, and a

fmall quantity of minced meat, mixed with fruit and fpices; there were alfo plates of

comfits ferved, and China bafons filled with (herbets, both fweet and four, and other wai-

ters, with cakes of wheat and rice flour, each of which was fprinkled with the feeds of

poppfes and other feeds of the like nature ; and thefe cakes are made thin, that they may be

eafily L 'oke, it being efteemed an abomination to cut any kind of food with a biife af>

ter it has been dreflcd : when the feveral diflies were ferved, they all fell too without

ceremony, and devoured their food with great expedition. Supper ended, warm water

was brought to wafli; which was the more neceflary, as the Perfians feed thcmfelves with

their fingers, and are not very delicate in their manner of eating, greafing their hands

and fmearing their beards. After the fupper and wafliing were finiflied, the company en.

tered into converfation ; and our traveller obferved, that when the oldeft man in the room

fpoke, though he appeared to be poor, and was fet at the lower-end of the room, every

perfon regarded him with the ftri£left attention.

They have different methods of faluting, according to the rank of the perfon accofted.

To the king, or his viceroys, governors, viziers, or other officers of ftate, they bow their

faces thrice to the ground ; when they meet or addrefs their intimate friends, they place the

palm of his hands between both theirs, and gently raife them to their foreheads, in token

of refpcA and regard ; and in their addrefs to indifferent acquainUnce, they lay the right-

hand on the breafll, and bow the head : but on no occafion of ceremony do they uncover

their heads, or even move their turbans.

In rircumftances of grief or joy, they vifit each other with great attention, and this is

a tribute of duty always expe£led by men of condition from their inferiors, and efpccially

from thofe who are at all dependant on them : the guefts arc all ufliered into a large

room,
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room, and fcrved with coffee am' tobacco; after fome time the maftcr of the houfe enter*,

and his vifitors rife to receive him, and continue (landing till he has pallid through the

whole company, bowed to each, and received a return of that compliment, which is

repaid with redoubled rcfpect; 'ie then takes his feat, and by figns gracioully permits his

gucUs to refume theirs. If any vifitor arrives after this ceremony is part, he creeps foftly

in, and approaching th- neartft vacant feat, remains (landing with his feet clofc together,

and his hands fi>lxled with gri:at folcmnity, till the martcr fignifies by figns a permiffion

for him to fit down. When, however, the fuperior is the vifitor, the cercnonics differ; in

that cafe, the perfon vifitcd rifes the moment he perceives his gucft approaching, and meets

him at the threCtold, nor does he fit down, till he has feated his vifitor at his left-hand, .

which in Perfia is the place of honour; the natives all fit on the ground with their legs

crofied, though they frequently indulge Europeans of rank with ftools.

They are univerfally devoted to fmoaking tobacco, their fondnefs for which gets the

better of their regard to their perfonal fafety, or the other enjoyments of lifcj for, when

one of their princes enabled the fevercft laws to prohibit a cuftom which he confidered as

irreligious, and which is unqueftionably proiudive of idlenefs and unneceflary expence,

many Perfians of high rank chofe rather to abandon their habitations and pofl'efltons,

and to wander abroad, or retire to the mountains, than to give up the enjoyment of this

fafcinating amufement.

The Perfians generally ufe the caalean in fmoaking, which is a vefTel of glafs fome-

what refembling a decanter, three-fourth parts of which are filled with water ; the tobacco,

which is yellow, and much milder than that of America, is cut fmall and rolled into balls

with water; and one of thefe balls is placed in a fmall filver cup, which has a tube of the

fame metal reaching almoft to the bottom of the veflel; to the end of this a pipe of lea-

ther is fixed, which is brought out of the neck of the vefiel, and in this way the fmoke is

drawn through the water, and bccuiti'^s cool and pleafant: they inhale this fmoke in fuch >

quantities, and retain it fo long, that it forces it's way through the noftrils.

They are fuperftitious in tie moft ridiculous excefs ; every motion and gefture of the '

body conveys it's good or ill omen; the very (hooting, or, as it is commonly termed, the

falling of a ftar, is confidered as portentous: certain religious fcntences or prayers, re-

peated at particular jun£lures, are fjippofed to be prefer vatives againft dangers; even anU
mals are deemed lucky or unlucky; imong the former, they efteem cats, but dogs are by -

no means propitious, and are therefore exceedingly difliked.

They appear to be naturally polite, but their compliments are generally conceived in .

very extravagant terms, and uttered without the leaft regard to truth, or even probability:

yet to a people whofe language favours hyperbolical exprcflion, this courtly flattery is nei-

thcr iinfuitable, or unpleafmg; and perhaps, on the whole, very little exceeds in abfurdity

the fa(hionable phrafes of the politeft nations of Europe, whofe profcffions are generally /

equally warm, and by no means better founded in fincerity.

And probably the mode of exprefllon which has been cenfured as inconfiflent with the

fentiments of the heart, may have been originally introduced by that poetic turn fop

which the Perfians were once celebrated, Mvd which, in fome degree, prevails even yet;)

thougfaiii
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though civil broils, intcftinc wars, and the iron hand of tyranny, have fupprcned the

flights of fancy, and finothercd the poetic flame : at this day they are fond of reciting pal-

fages from thofc poets who have made love and morality the fubjccU of their verft-, but

it does not apiKar that the writers of the prefent age are in any degree eminent for Icurn-

ing or genius.

• They inculcate the do£lrine of truth with great energy, yet deviate from the precept

moft notorioufly: they profefs forgivencfs of injuries even to the extent taught by Clirii-

tianity itfelf, yet if a friendfhip is by any accident converted to enmity, theypradtifc ac>s

•of revenge even to cruelty; but they arc not cafily provoked to renounce their fricnd-

Jhips, nor are they fo apt to feek occafions of taking offence as the European, who bnaih

of being civiliecd, and derives from the G ifpel uf Chrilt, Icflbns of charrty, bcacvokiice,

and humanity.

According to the doctrines and lows of Mahomet, a Perftan may take four wives,

and indulge in as many concubines as his circumflances will enable him to keep; yet ih(.y

^ not always avail themfelvcs ^^f thefe legal privileges, on the contrary, thofe among

them are confldered as moft virt us, who confine themfelves each to one wife, and who
keep no concubines; yet they condemn celibacy, as a crime againft nature, and as it is de-

trimental to the propagation of the human fpccics.

Yet though the Perfians of high rank feldum marry more than one woman, this re-

ftridion feems rather of a political than a moral nature: their marriages are generally con-

traded with views to iotereft in the quality or connections of the ladies relations } and

to have more than one fuch wife, might beget a liif.igreeable and dangerous competition.

Nor is a plurality of wives at all neceflary, where the number of concubines is unlimitted,

whofliare the mailer^ bed with the wife at his pleafure, and their children enjoy all the pri-

vileges of legitimacy; (o that the fuperiority of the wife confifts only in the particular rank

Ihe holds, and in the government of the concubines, who attend her as fervants, and

obey all fuch of her commands as do not interfere with her huiband's pleafure.

Marriages are frequently contraded by the parents during the infancy of the parties

;

nor is this a hardfhip in a country where love (and efpecially among perfons of rank) has

not the iinallcft concem in the bufbwfe, and where the motives to the match are on the

man's part family and connection, and the inducements on the woman's, the conditionr

figure, fortur>e, drefs, ilaves, and equipages, of the intended huiband : and this perfonal

indifference is a happy circumftance; for the woman who can feel a paffion for her hufband,

would moft probably receive the mortification of feeing the ohjed of her afFedion defert

her bed for that of a Have or a proftitute; and if flie fliould dare to complain, might ex-

ped to have another wife taken in to divide the government with her, and infult her mi-

fery, by reminding her «f the lofs fte has fuftained.

"When the marriage is agreed on between the friends of (he parties, the woman's perfon

undergoes a ftri£t examination by the mother or other female relation of the intended bridc-

g«oan, being for this purpofe ftripped naked ; as is the man for the like fcrutiny by the

friends of the future bride : and if the report is favourable on both fides, the parents of

the woman deoiand a price for their daughter, which is however feldom fo high as to im-

pede
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p*de the progrefs of the treaty ; which being now complcated, the parties are married,

either by a prieft or civil magillrute, though the courtfliip has been carried on, and the

nuptial ceremony performed, without their having fo much as a glance at each other.

Nor if we examine into this cuftom candidly, and compare it with the manner in which

marriages are contracted in fome European nations, will it appear more cxtraoidinary, or

altogether fo abfurd. In Perfia, if the couple are brought together without love, it mull

be allowed that there is no po/Ebility of previous diHilce, and they have each the confola-

tion to be aflTured, that their partners have the charms of youth, and are at lead free from

perfonal dcfctSt; whilft, in the polifhed countries of Europe, by the Hern commands of

ambitious and unfeeling parents, youth and beauty are dragged with open eyes into the

arms of age, difeafe, and deformity, and a pre-conceived and natural difguft deftroys

even the poflibility of future happincfs : did fuch parents refleA a moment on the hor-

rors they would feel, at feeing their daughters conftgned to unlicenfed proftitution, and

confider, that a religious aiSt, far from faniEtifying an unnatural deed, can only be conll-

dered as a mockery of Heaven, they would ccafe to urge to An and defperation their

blooming but unfortunate offspring, and inftead of exerting a favage authority to compel

them to be undone, would only feelc to guide their choice, and by counfel and advice

diredl them in the road to true and permanent conjugal felicity.

The day before the Pcrfian bridegroom intends to conduct his bride to her new habita-

tion, according to the ufual cuftom of the eaft, he fends her a prefent, confiding of cloatbs,

jewels, and other ornaments foi- her perfon ; and towards the approach of night on

the happy day, he proceeds towards the houfe of the bride's father, mounted on horfe-

back, attended by his friends, all making their beft appearance and accompanied by a

band uf muficj 'but the ready wife, who has already been taught the duty of obedience

and compliance with her hufband's wiOies, meets him on the way, mounted alfoon horfc-

back or on a camel, but veiled from head to foot, accompanied by her relations and

friends in their utmoft fplendor, and attended by a train of fervants, who condudl her

flavcs, loaded with her cloaths, jewels, and other baggage, which are purchafed with the

price paid for her on making the marriage central, and an addition on the part of her

own parents.

Both cavalcades now join, and return in triumph to the houfe of the bridegroom, pre-

ceded by the united bands of muflc, and followed by the multitude, who loudly offer up
their wiflies for the happincfs of the new-married couple; a ceremony which is feldom

omitted when the parties are of rank or fortune, as thofe who ailemble round the door

on this felicitous occafion generally partake of the good cheer which is plentifully pro-

vided for the entertainment of the guefts.

The interview between the married pair takes place in thelady's bedchamber, to which (he

retires immediately on her arrival at the houfe, and where (he is foon joined by her huf-

band, who returns no more to the company, but leaves them to fpend the remainder of the

evening in mirth and revelry; and, as is cuftomary at all eaftern feftivals, the men and wo-

men are entertained in different apartments : this feftivity fometimes continues feveral days,

if the circumffances of the parties admit of the expence.

N n Bdt
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Teils which cover their heads and rench to their heels; but they are preceded on the road

by fervants who give notice of the approach of female travellers, on whicli iniimatiott

the males of all ranks, cither quit the way or turn afidc whilft the ladies pafs) a ceremony

which is religioufly obfervcd, as a breach of it is eikemed a grufs afFront and a proof of

ill manners. And the care with which the Pcrfian women thcmfclves prof.-dl their faces

from public view, is ftrongly marked by a circumltancc related by a modern traveller, of

a female of this country who was accidi.-i. tally furprizcd asihewas bathing, and having

no means to cover all her chariTis, employed her hands in the concealment of her face^

and left the other parts of her perfon in a ftate of expofurei nor did this choice proceed

from indelicacy, but from the force of cuftom, vhich had direded her attention to the only

part which had commonly the fmalleft chance of being difcovered.

When a Perfun of rank is declared by his phyficians to be in extreme danger, a fen-

tence which is fcldom pronounced till he is feizcd by the pangs of death, a prieft is

fummoned, who exhorts him to repentance, demands a confeflion of his faith, and ad-

miniders fpiritual confolation to him; and when the lad agonies approach, reads fome

chapters of the Alcoran, and pronounces certain prayers; the neighbours, and thofe who
pafs by the houfc, being alfo informed, by lamps or fires kindled on the terrace of the dying

man's houfe, that their prayers are required for a departing foul.

7'he moment he expires, the event is proclaimed by thtf loud cries and lamentations of

his friends, in which the women are mod vociferous, adding to their complaints the moft

pathetic and tender addrcflcs to the fenfelefs corpfe; but both fexes beat their breads^,

rend their cloaths, and tear their hair; thefc exprelHons of grief being matters of cere-,

mony, which cannot be omitted with any regard to decency on the part of the fur-

vivor$, who would be thought wanting in aSe^Hon to the deceafed, if they negleded

to give thefe proofs of it.

Thefe cxclanlatory wailings ehdtfd, the magidrate it informed of the dfcath, by

whofe authority proper purfuns of the fame lex as the deccafed are appointed to pre>

pure the body for interment; and this is performed by carrying it either to a publi^

bafon or pond, with which each town is provided for the purpofe, in fume retired part

uf it ; or to one fct apart for this melancholy occafion in the garden of the deceafed him-

felf, where it is dripped and carefully wadied, under the cover of a tent pitched for this

oilice; the operators taking the garments of the dead as a fee for their atteiidance and

trouble.

The body b^'ing perfectly cleaned, the mouth, nofe, cars, and excrementary pallages,,

are dopped with cotton, to prevent any moidure from ifluing; diould the fmalleft quan-

tity efcape from any avenue, the body would be defiled, and the ceremony of wafliing mu((

be rcpiatcd before it could be interred : thus fecurcd, it is wrapped in a winding-fheet of

(ilk or cotton, on which it is not unuAial to write or imprefs certain paiTages of the Al-

coran, which more immcaiatcly relate to the mortality of the body,, the immortality of

the foul, a future ftate of rewards and punifliments, and the like.

The bodies of the. common people are interred with little ceremony immediately after

they have been waihed} but perfoni of diftinAion are attended to the grave with much
more
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more folemnityi the prieftt and officers of the mofque preceding the corpfe with ban-

ners or enfigns, on which are either the names of their prophet, his bw-<ughtcr, or his

twelve fucceflbrs; on fome of them arc crefcents, and generally on one a hand of iron,

which they call the hand of Ali : the horfes of the deccafed are alfo led before the body,

and fome of his domeftics bear his turban and arms; the relations znC fri nds follow ir,

and it is borne by the neighbours and acquaintance, who are fo olEclous to perform this

duty, that if they meet by accident the funeral procefRon of one with whom they have been

acquainted in his life-time, though rhey are on horfebacli anu proceeding on ^journey, they

will inftantly alight and claim a {hare in this lad melancholy office.

If the body is to be carried to any ccnfiderable diftancc, it is Inclofed in a coffin of wood,

in which they alfo put a quantity of ult, lime, and pcrfuncs} but if the buria! place is near,

which is generally the cafe, moil .uwns having one or more in the adjoining r.dds, and

larger cities within the walls, for they never bury the dead in the mofqucs, they ulc

no coffinS} but when the body is b>:)ught to the j^ravc, which rclVmblcs thofc of Jiuropc,

being only larger, the head of the corpfe is uncovered and placed with the fate

towards ^he city of Mecca; the other parts of the body being wrapped in the winJiiig-

flieet, they leave the fide of the grave next Mecca hollow, froTi an opinion, that after the

body is interred, it is reanimated by the foul, andu ndergoes a &r\6k examiuation o{ an-

gels, as to it's condudl in the pad ftate, whofc report is to determine it's future dc-ftiny.

In the grave of a man of diftin£lion, his turban, fword, a bow, and a quiver of arrows, are

ufually laid by him; and a monument is ereiflcd, or a (lone laid over it, which fomctimcs

contains the name of the deccafed, but more commonly paifages from the Alcoran, in

which human life, it's uncertainty and quick decay, are compared to the fcafons of the

year, the flowers of the field, or fome other moral allegories.

They mourn only forty days ; and during the firft ten the relations and friends, and in

particular the women and children of the deceafed, vifit the grave daily, carrying fwect-

meats, fruits, and other provifions, which they leave for the ufe of the angels, who are

fuppofed to attend and guard the grave. Of thefe vifitors, thofe who are nearly allied to

the deceafvd, rend the air with renewed lamentations, and expoftuhte with the deccafed

in the moil afFcflionate terms, on his prema^i:r(> departure from thcu objeiEls of his re-

gard; whilft the acquaintance who attend them employ thcmfelves in oflTering confolation,

and endeavouring to moderate their grief, by reminding them of the virtues of the friend

they have loft, and the certainty of his enjoying infinite pleafures, and perfcfl happincfs,

in the blciTed regions of deparu! fouls.

The fame vifits are repeated on certain feflivals; fuch as the an^iiverfary of the birth-

day of the deceafed, or of the day on which any important event happened to him: and

this ceremony is continued in fome inftanccs for years, ace jrdinc^ to the rank of the dead,

and the numbers and conditions of the furv' ing fritncls.

The "turning for a relation or friend is not I'ejioted by wev ing black, but by a total

neiHi^^.ice of drefr, and h\ appearing in the r^o.l ordinary appaui, whicii is generally

of a f^:^t\i blue; during th: forty days of mcurniiig, they affc<5l not to fhave their beards,

and refufe to change llieir cioaths, ev:^ though they arc torn and unbecoming theit rank

in
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ii; life. The widows generally extend the term of mourning ; and though they are not

prohibited by the law frcn marrying again, it feldom happens that they take a fccond

bu/bandi a piece of felf-uenial which is generally attributed Co delicacy, but may probably

teve it's foundation in an interefled motive.

The funerals of the Icings of this country are iblemnized with much pomp; of which the

following account of the proccflion with the body of one of them, contains an accurate

dcfcriptton.

It was intended to be interred at Kom, which is a conflderable diftance from Ifpahan,

nnd was preceded by one hundred tamels and mules, carrying provifions for a thoufand at-

tendants. Then followed the body, in a litter covered with a pall of cloth of gold on two

camels, led by the nazir or high Iteward of the houfliold; on each fide walked a number

of priefts, &nging portions of the Alcoran fuitcd to the occafion, and fervants burning per-

fumes in cenfors of gold; immeJ lately after the body, an empty litter covered with red and

green, and carried by cam^!>- this was followed by the grand vizier on horfcback, and

all the great officers of i.i»tc on foot, with their clc:iths rent, and other ufual dcmondra-

tions of grief; and the proce/fion wasclofed by fcveral thoufands of people, rending the air

with their lamentations. In this order they proceeded to one of the royal palaces about

a league from ifpahan, where the corpfe reftcd that night; and on the following morning

the great officers returned to Ifpahan, leaving thofe who were particularly appointed to at-

tend the funeral to proceed with it to Kom. At the return of the officers of ftate, all pub-

lic and private bufmefs, which had been fufpended fince the king's death, was refumed^

^id the court appeared as if no fuch event had happened.

The Perfians are from their infancy inftrudled in the art of horfemanfhip, in which

indeed they excel moft other nations; this art conftfts with them in mounting a horfe

with grarc and dexterity, fitting ficadily on the faddic, galloping with a loofe rein,

and flopping ihort, or turning fuddenly to th<* right and left, whilft the horfe is upon

full fpeed.

Th<^-y are taught to (boot at a mark, having been prcvioufly pra£lifed in bending a bow,

firll of a fize .mJ degree of Hrength fuited to their ttnder years, and as they approach

to manhood, with a llrongcr, till they arc inured to bend and draw one tit foradtion;

they then proceed to (hoot their arrows, at tirft into the air, and by degrees at marks,

till (hey arrive at wonderful ileadinefs and dexterity: the arrows ufed in thcfe initia-

tory excrcifi-s arc biuntpd, but thofe intended for .nSlual fcrvicc arc (harp and barbed.

They alfo K-arn a game with a ball which is practifed on horfcback^ each pcrfon

who engages in it bcinn; provided with a fliort bat, with which he tndeavoursi to

Urike the ball, which is thrown among the competitors, (looping almod to the ground
foi° that puipofc whilll his horfe is on a gallop: the game i$ to be obtained by driving

the ball tu a cctCain goal, and he who (trikcs it ofteneft in that attempt, is the winner.

They are alfo inllructol in the ufc of the fabrc and the lance; the edge of the former

Weapon, when ufed in tile itl»ool«, isertettually blunted, and the lances which they throw
t»n horfeback arc unarmed; yet the unpenetrating blow of each of thefc weapons is foine-

tiines aUcndcd with dangurou^ confci^uenccs.

O o Th:Cc
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were repugnant to the i!o£lr!nc» of Mahomet} but, like moft modern nations, the Perfians

havL- fuftcred the indulgence of their inclinations to get the better of religious inftructions,

and they now ufe cards and dice as commonly as the nations of Europe.

The modes of travelling in Pcrfia, have received confiderablc alterations fuice the civil

difputesand inteihne commotions have fufp^^nded the operation of the laws and the exe-

cution of juftice; before thefe events defolutcd the face of the country, and uncivilized

the difpofuions of the inhabitants, great numbers of travellers, intending to journey with

their merchandizes and commivJities from one city or province to another, aft'embled toge-

ther, and formed themfclves into caravans, frequently confifting of four or five hundred

perfons, with a ftill greater number of camels or other beafts of burden, and voluntarily

fubmitting to the authority of a chief ele<5led by themfclves, or recommended by the gover-

nor of the province, and to laws and regulations calculated for the fafety and welfare of

this temporary community, they proceeded in bodies on their journies, and at dated diilanccs

found caravanferas or inns, provided cither at the public expence, or by the benevolence

of individuals, for their reception, free from the expence of lodging; or they pitched their

tents, which always accompanied thefe expeditions, in fomc verdant fpot, where they

might find water and pafture for their beads, and purchafe provifions for themfclves.

Nor did the roughnefs of the country, or the mountains which were in their way, prove

obftacles to the cafe or expedition of the journey, the fame public attention, or private

philanthropy, which provided places of red and fountains of wntir, had levelled the moun-

tain, or raifcd the valley, and fmoothed the road to fafety and convenience..

But, fince the grim tyrant war has Aniked uninterrupted through the land, and *• the

" hand of every man has been againft his neighbour," thefe advantagts have very confidc-

rably fallen off: the highways arc ncgletScd and infefted with banditti, who feizc on the

caravans, and plunder then as lawful prize; the caravanferas arc negledled , or become

receptacles for robbers; and the fountains arc dried up, or their fources choalced with the

mouldering ruins.

As there arc no coaches or other wheel-carriages in Per/ta, men of all ranks travel

on camels, horfes, and mules : when it is ncceffary to remove the female!:, thofe of con-

dition arc carried in fquare boxes of wood, which arc flung over a camel's back, one on

each fide, and each containing a fingle lady, who fits down in it; but as thefe boxes are

not above two ot three feet deep, a canvas fufpended by hoops covers the machine, and-

conceals the traveller fionxpublic view.

Here arc no regular edabliOiments of pofts, for the conveyance of letters or other com-

munication from province to province: thofe who have letters or melUiges to forward,

muft employ a fpecial meflcngcr for the p;irpofe; of thefe there are great abundance,

whole families, in a courfe ofdefcent from father to fon, betaking themfclves to this

employment. Thife meflengcrs are called (hatirs ; and one of them will carry a letter or

mcilligc a thoufand milt', at an expence of about two guineas, ^nd perform tht journey in

fixicen or eighteen days ; one or more of thefe foct-mcflengcrs is generally entcttained at the

houfc of every family of di/tin^tion : thofe who immediately ferve the king, are obliged to

underg*
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undergo a fevere trial of fwiftnefs before they are admitted to this employment, which

is confldered as a pod of honour ; as a proof of their fitnefs to execute which, they are

expc£led to go -^nd return, to and from an appointed diftance from the royal palace,

. a certain number of times, between fun-rife and fun-fet } the day's journey amounting in

the whole to at lead a hundred miles : thofe who perform this ta(k, are received with

great acclamations, and have prefents bcdowcd on them by the feveral great officers of

ftate, who frequently attend them on horfeback, and mark their progrcfs towards fuccefs.

Thefe great men alfo imitate their royal mafter, in demanding like proofs of ability in

the fliatirs they engage for their own fervice ; and their dependants in like manner beftow

gifts and applaufes on the fortunate candidate who performs his taflc and fuccecds to the

employment he folicits.

But befides thefe foot-meflengers, there are many couriers em pi ->yed to carry ftate mcflages,

advices, and orders, to the feveral viceroys, governors, and magiftratcs of the diftant pro-

vinces; thefe are alfo the immediate fervsnts of the king, and are inveftcd with authorities

which they fail not to exercife in the moft arbitrary way, when occafion offers, or inclina-

tion prompts them : they travel on horfeback, and are girded from the waift to the (boulders

with a white fafti or roller, the compreflion of which ftrengthens their bodies, and enables

them to endure without fatigue long and repeated journies. At ftated diftances, horfesare

placed by the king, for the ufe of thefe couriers ; but, as they are frequently deficient in

number, as well as goodnefs, thefe minifters of the royal pleafure often ufe the fabre, with

which they are conftantly armed, to extort from the miferable peafant, or the unfortunate

traveller, fiich beads as may anfwer their purpofe, and which are rarely or ever returned to

the unlucky owner.

The language of Pcrfia varies in the different provinces ; the Perfic is only fpoken in it's

purity in the fouthcrn parts of the kin^Jom, in the city of Ifpahan, on the borders of

Arabia, and on thccoads which (kirt the gulf of Pcrfia ; in thofc provinces which lie on the

Cafpian Sea, and have formerly been in the pofll-lTion of the Turks, the language of that

people prevails; and the provinces of Ghilanand Mazanderan ufe a mixture of both, efpe-

cially among the common people ; but in all parts of the kingdom public writings, records,

and works of learning, are in Arabic; many words of which arc alfo ufcu familiarly in

the converfations of (he polite, who dill adldl a fublimity of exprcflion, and an air of

mydcry to conceal their meaning from their inferiors, lu their ordinary writings, they

carry the lines like thofe who write in Hebrew, from the right-hand to the left; but thiy

do not confine themfclves dri«Hly to this faOiion, for they often place their lines in Hiapcs

and fanlalUc figures, to ihcw their abilities in pL-nmanlhip, and to puzzle their readers.

The Perfians have the fame facrcd regard to paper as the other followers of Ma'.iomct;

if they find a fcrap in the drccts, they neither di-ftroy it or employ it in ordinary ufes : if it

is written upon, they fay it may contain the name of the Almighty, or fon>e of his Pro-

phets, and therefore they dare not prophane fuch holy matter ; and if it be fair, and has

nev<:r yet been ufed, they fay it may be intended for the infcription of fume pafl'agc of the

Alcoran, or fur fome other religious purpofe, and therefore carefully lay it by, and pre-

lerve it for fume fuch occafion.

The
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The paper of Perfia it compofed of a mixture of filk and cotton rags, which is fmoothcd,

and in a manner glazed, by pafltng a fmooth ftone over it, fixed in a machine calculated

for the purpofc. When they write letters, they are extremely careful to prcfcrvc a perfect

nicety and correilncfs in their words and lines ; thcfe letters are generally rolled up, as

the paper is too foft and too eafily torn to admit of their being folded, and are faftcncd

with a bit of pap;r dipped in gum water, and fealed with a ring, which is generally worn

for the purpofc, and contains the name of the owner, and fome (hort fentencc from the

Koran. Thefe feals are dipped in the ink, which is thick and glutinous, and ferves as

well for writing as for this purpofe ; the principal ingredients of it being galls and burnt

rice, with the addition of a certain quantity of gum, which renders it fliining and lad-

ing. Their pens are made of reeds, the peculiar growth of fome of the fouthcrn provinces

of the kingdom.

They ufc the Arabic charaAers, even when they write in the Turkifli or Perfian lan-

guages; the alphabet of the latter confiAs of twenty-eight letters, all confonants, accented

inftcad of vowels, by which alfo the modulation of the voice, and the form of the lips, is

dire£ied in reading or declaiming : inftead of flops, which are not in ufe, they begin each

fentencc with a capital letter.

They arc faid to excel in writing, both in point of neatnefs and correi^nefs; for, as the art

of printing has never found it's way into this kingdom, and all their literary productions re-

main in manufcript, they muft be frequently tranfcribed for the purpofcs of promulgation:

great numbers of perfons are engaged in this bufmefs ; which is a profitable, as well as

honourable employment. There are faid to be eight different kinds of hand-writing among
them, each of which is diftinguiflied by a name ; that called ncfky is the moft efteemed,

being the type in which the Koran is ufually written. The fcribes do not write at a table
;

but, whether fitting or (landing, hold their paper with their left-hand, and write with the

right, to an aftonifhing degree of acuracy, and with fo much difpatch, that they can afford

to tranfcribe a book containing as much as tlie Bible, for a fum not exceeding ten pounds

of Englifli money.

The learning of the Perfians has been for fome years at a very low ebb, and education

fo totally negle<£led, that perfons of rank and fortune are fcarcly taught to write or read

;

and the little literature which now remains in Perfia, is confined to the religious alone. And
with fuch a degree of abfurdity do they conduit the trifling inllrudion which they

bellow on their children, that they are frequently taught to read the Koran in Arabic,

without underilandiug a fingic fyllable of the words which they repeat; yet thefe unpro-

fitable fcholars afltime an af^ation of intelligence, ufing certain gedurcs, and pointing

their voices emphaticaily, though the emphafis often falls on the wrong part of the fentencc.

The arithmetical figures of the Perfians are the fame as thofe in ufe among us, which

were indeed originally borrowed from the Arabians : they praclife the fird five rules of

arithmetic, in nearly the fame manner as the Europeans} but they have no knowledge of

the more complex parts of this fcience.

The ?crf'«ns ftudy aflronomy, merely from a propcnfity to aftrology, which they

prefer to all ufcful and ingenious fciences ; they place unbounded confidence in what rhey

F p term
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term the revelations of the ftars, which they confiJer as pofttivcly and clearly demon{Cra»

tive of future events, and treat with great contempt thofc who are not devoted to thi»

deluHve and ridiculous ftudy. AAroIogers arc retained in the houfliold of the king, and

are in coiiftant attendance on bis perfon, (except when he retires to the haram of the wo-

men) to warn him againft the dangers of unlucky moments, and to urge him to fcize the

fortunate ones : and this not only in the commencement of affairs important to the ftate*.

but in the moft ordinary and uninterefting occurrences; fuch as going abroad or return-

ing, eating, fleeping, or even vifiting the ladies: when one of thefe conjurers is con-

fulted, he gravely produces an aftrolabe, which always hangs at his flde as the enfign

of his profefEon, and pretending to obferve the fituation of the ftars and planets, he makes a

parade of tropes, circles, and figures, and draws conclufions,. which are equally uncertaia

and impertinent, but which the bigotted Perfians fwallow with aftonilbing credulity.

Though they undcrftand but very little of the cclcftial or tcrreftrial globes, with the

wfe of which they have been but a very few years at all acquainted, yet they obferve with

greater accuracy than could be expe^ed the eciipfes of the fun and moon, though they

fometimes miftake half an hour in calculating thofe of the former planet : their aftrolo-

gers divine great and terrible events from the appearance of comets } but they are prudent

enough to direiSt the anger of Heaven to fome other country, and fcldom portend calamities

which are to bcfal their own.

They have almanacks, which contain not only the divi/ions of the year, changes of

the feaions, and courfes of the planets ; but are filled with the uninf jlligible jargon of judi-

cial aftrology, omens, prognoftics, and prefages, all which are fuppofed to be deduced

from the conjundions and afpedts of the planets; and from the combination of thefe witlk

the fubjet^ they difcufs, they foretel the events of war, and the welfare or mifery of na-

tions } but their oracles are generally delivered in fuch a ftileof ambiguity, m to fave their

credit, whether their predictions are verified, or the contrary.

They calculate a folar and lunar year; the former, which commences with the vernal

equinox, is twelve days longer than the latti/,.as they only count twelve moons in the lunar

year : they celebrate the new year with great feftivity, all ranks of people appearing in.

their beft apparel; or, if they can afford it, entire new garments^ and prefents of great

value are offered to the king by his nobles, and to them by their dependents.

The epocha from whence they count their years, and relate all their events, is the

Hegeira, or flight,whichMahomet was compelled to take from Mecca, his birth-place, when>

he firft broached thofe dodlrines which have fince prevailed in fo very eminent a degree,,

and which ftight took place in the month of July, fix hundred and twenty two years after

the birth of Chrift; fo that the Mahometans are now in the eleven hundred and fixtiethi

year of their Hegeira. They keep their fabbath on the feventh day; which» as the weeic

commences on the Saturday, according to our calculation,, falls on our Friday : the

day confifts of twenty-four hours,.which they reckon like the Italians.

The Perfians pay the utmoft regard to their phyficians, who they confider as the pre-

iervers of their lives, though they donot fiwn to be intitlcdlo tbii diiUiidion by their extra-

•rdiiury
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•rdiniry fkill, or the pofleffion of any confiderable talents | for, though they are fiirniflicd

with great variety of excellent drugs, they are but little acquainted with their ufcs, not-

withilanding they pretend to be guided by the prcfcriptions of Galen, and Avicenna, an

Arabian phyfician of conQderable reputation : they form their judgments of difeafcs from

the pulfe and urine, and feldom bleed ^ depending, in fevers, which are the difeafes moil

common in thefe countries, on eonilfiuns and other cooling potions. When they viflt a

(cmale, the band is thnift though a curtain, and even then is covered with fine linen or

gauae, through which they niuft feel her pulfe» without being permitted to touch her (kin,

even for the purpofe of difcovering the temperament of the patient's body.

Perpetual war is waged between the phyfici^.is and aftrologersj the former prefcribe,.

but the latter are to be confulted, to point out a lucky hour for the adminiftration of

the medicine; thus the critical moment is frequently negle^ed, and the patient dies:

whilft the aftrologer charges the phyficiaa with ignorance, and ineffeAual prefcriptionst

and the latter recriminating, with much more appearance of juftice, afcribes the fatal

event to the erroneous calculations and groundlefs reftrictions of the juggler.

The Perlians are fubje£t, as has been already remarked, to fevers; they are alfu much
troubled with colics, dropfies, dyfenteries, fluxes, St.. Anthony's fire,, pcripneumonies^

pleurifies, and the venereal difeafe: but in thefe warm climates, the laft-mentioned difor-

der does not commonly produce the fame defiruAive effects as in moft parts of Europe

;

nor is it at all confidered as ficandalous, in a country where the communication between

the fexes is unreftrained by laws human or divine; thofe who labour under it mingle

with the uninf«Aed» in eating, drinking, and even bathing, free from any apprehenfion of

^reading the diforder in this way, which was long fuppofed probable in the wcllern parts-

of the world.

There are alfo difi^rent diforders, which afFeft the inhabitants of particular provinces;

thofe of Hyrcania are fubje£t to agues, the borderers on the Cafpian Sea to the jaundice,,

and near the gulf of Perfia, a fmall worm breeds in the legs, which is extradled by rolling it

with great tendernefs on a fmall ftick, but if the worm is broken in this attempt tod raw

it out, the part which is left behind putriftes in the flefli, and occafions at roublcfomc and

obftinate ulcer.

The treatment of the fick differs very conftdcrably from that of Great Britain; the Per-

fian phyficians never permit their patients to change their cloaths, or even their linen, dur-

ing the continuance of thadifeafe, or to tafte anhnal food, or even bread, confining them-

wholly to boiled rice or rice gruel. In fevers they adminifter an emulfion of the cold feeds

in fuch quantities as to bring on dropfies, which generally prove faul in this country; in

dte colic and feme other diforders, they ufe the actual cautery, prctinJ to cure the piles

by the external application of uil of naphtha, and to ftop dyfenteries with rice boiled in

four milk till it becomes dry.

The gout is but little known in Perfia, any more than friatica, gravel, flbne, tooth-ache^

•r head-ache; nor are the Perfians more commonly afBiAed with apoplexies, (pi'rpfiesy

inall-poXy or confumptions ; even the plague, which fo frequently and almoft conflantly

vifits die neighbouring country of Turkyi feldom fpreads it's baleful influence hither,

though
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though the climate it equally warm, and the temperature of the air equally favourable to

it's progrcfs.

The phyfici.ins not only prcfcribe the medicines, but provide the drugs and make them

up; they have but few chymicals in their medit-al compnfitions, the Petfians being in ge-

neral as ignorant of chymiftry as they arc of operative furgery : of this latter branch of

the art of healing, the barbers are the only profcflbrs, and their (kill feldom goes bepnd let-

ting blood ; happily, however, the inhabitants are little troubled with humour* or other

difordcrs occafioned by fluxes of humours, and green wounds in general heal fpontane-

oufly, and feldom require medicinal applications. '

The principal manufactures of Pcrfia are filks of various forts, fuch as tabbies, taffe-

tas and fattint} and cotton cloths of different kinds, fome mixed with filk, and others with

the hair of goats or camels ; the Pcrfians excel in gold velvets, and tiflues and brocades

with ftripcs or flowers of gold and filvrr; -and they have fabricks of more common ftuflfs,

fuch as cjmblets and worfted druggets.

Trade receives every encouragement which the nature of the government will admit;

mccl'aiiics are highly refpe£ted, and arc by no means confidered as inferior to the nobles

of this country : the artifts are divided into diftinA companies, which are governed by

particular regulations, under the direction of a principal, who enrols the names of fuch

as diTirc to be admitted, and records the rules and laws which are from time to time

thought nccclTary to be enforced for the good of the fociety; but they are under no dif-

ficulties or rcftridions with refpciSt to exercifing any particular profeffion, no apprenticc-

ihip being required, and the learner receiving wages proportioned to his merit, from

the full moment of his engaging in the bufuicfs. The principal hardfliip under which

artids and manufadurers labour, is their being obliged to dedicate a certain part of their

time to work for the king, or to commute for this fervice by the annual payment

of a conftdciablc fum of money.

They do not arrive to any great degree of perfeAion in the finer mechanic arts; they

huvc not yet attained to making watches and clocks ; nor are their jewels fet with any de-

gree of nicety, though the (tones are tolerably cut and polifhed.

They fuccccd well in edge-tools and weapons; but their fire-arms are not in general well

executed, though the barrels are fubftantial and ftrong; Indeed, they generally get the locks

from Kuropc, and thofe who arc nice in their flocks have thofc alfo of European work-

manfhip: they likcwifc make fmall mirrors of fteel, which fcrve as looking-glafTes, and are

fo well polifhed, that in the dry air of this climate they feldom contraA rufl; they have

not the art of cafting platc-glafTes, though they manufacture glafs in bottles, and for

their windows.

They make and tin copper vefTels as well as in Europe; all the utenfils of the kitchot

being formed of this metal, or of tin ware, which they bring to equal perfection. There

are but few carpenters in this country, (;wing to the fcarcity of timber; but they have good

joiners and neat turners in wood, who varnifh their works admirably.

Of the art of painting, the Pcrfians fecm to have very incompetent ideas ; they have no

knowledge of perfpeCtivc, nor of the difpofition of light and ibadcs, for which reafon the.

back-
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back-grounds of their pi(5lurcs are alwnys unnatur.1l and abfurd. If they attempt to draw

human figures, they commonly prcfcnt them in profile ; a full face they are wholly unable

to delineate, without exaggerating the features, and rendering the objc<5t truly ridiculous :

indeed, they feem confcious of their incapacity for portraiture; and, infltad of imitating

nature, paint rude and mifliiipcn figures of the human and animal fpccits. In flowers they

fucceed much better, being aJTidcd by colours of the niofl exquifite livclincfs, and a dry

and equal air, which prefcrves thcni in the highefl perfciHion. Another reafon may be

afTigned for the wretchedncfs of their imitations of men or bealls; the law of Mahomet
prohibiting fuch reprcfentations, probably on the fume principle 011 which the fecond

commandment of the table communicated to Mofes appears to be founded.

Of the other polite arts, fuch as fculpture, modelling, enamelling, and engraving,

they have no knowledge: but their porcelain almoft equals that of China; and the art of

mending thefe wares, with wires drawn through holes drilled in them, which is now To

much in ufe in England, was the original invention of the Perfians.

As the Perfians have been long celebrated for excellence in the management of the bow,

it is not extraordinary that they (hould alfo excel in the con(lru£tion of it ; they ufe, in

forming it, a mixture of tough wood and horn, and lay a binding of the Hncws of beads

over the whole ; it is neatly painted or varniflied, and the bow-flring, which is of the fizc

of a fmall quill, is of filk, twifted to a great degree of evenncfs and hardncfs ; their

quivers are of leather, fometimcs embroidered with filk, and fomctimes with gold or filver.

Their embroidery is well executed in all furts of materials; and that of gold and filver

never tarniflies, but keeps it's brightnefs and beauty till it is worn out : their horfc furni-

ture is richly ornamented with it, and the leather is Hitched with thread covered with thefe

metals, to a degree of neatnefs unknown in Europe; their ftirrups, which are much fliorter

than thofe ufed in Great Britain, are frequently of folid gold, and the faddles enriched

with ftuds of the fame metal.

Their leather is of the kind well known in Europe by the name of Turky-leather,

great part of that commodity, which is ufed in England, being manufadlured in Per-

fia ; the dye both of this and of the filks and fluffs is highly admired ; and it's excellency

may probably be afcribed to the fame caufe which we have already afligned for the beauty

of the painted flowers.

The taylors and fempftrefl!cs work neatly, and the former fit cloaths to the body with

great exaAnefs. 'I'he Perfians, both males and f^-males, execute flowers in needle-work

of many kinds, for carpets, cufliions, and other furniture, fo perfectly as to refemble

paintings.

We have already obferved, that their edge tools are well made : among thefe, the razors

are fo excellently tempered and fit, and the barbers are fo adroit in their bufincfs, that

piinful as the operation of (having is in Europe, it is here performed with fcarceany in-

convenience, though they ufe only cold water, and that in very fmall quantities. Thefe

barbers are alfo operators for the nails, which they cut and trim whenever they fliave; and,

after all, this ufiful attendant ftretches the joints, and chafes theflefli in nearly the fame

manner as it is done after bathing in Turky.

Q.q The
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The buildings in Pcrfia, as well as in other countries of the ealt, are generally low,

and the houfcs lie within a court or garden ^ and fo cautious are the Pcrfians to prevent

being obfcrved in their habitations, that they have frequently two wa!i!i and gates,

within each other, one of which is always fliut whilft the other is open. They have gc-

n'Tiaity an avenue of trees or tall flowering-flirubs leading from the gate to the houfe,

and a walk behind it planted in the fume manner; nioft of the houfes have piazzas both

in the fronts and at the backs of them, in which, according to the time of the

day, and the afpe^l as to the fun, the family generally fit and receive their company in fair

weather. In the center of the houfe is a large room, fometimes refrcflied with a fountain

of water ; and at the two extremities of this hall, arc other apartments calculated for eat-

ing or retirement: on the roof is a terrace, for the benefit of evening air. The court-

yard or garden is ufually planted with odoriferous flowers, or flower-bearing (hrubs, and

fupplied with water from a bafon or fountain in the middle of it.

The oflicesare generally fituated at a diftance from the houfe, to which there is a covered

paflage from them; fome of the rooms have chimnies, but the kitchen fire!), which are

of charcoal, are generally made on a hearth, ere£led, or rather funk in the floor, for that

purpofe, over which there is a round hole in the cieling for the fmoke to pafs off. Other

rooms are alfo provided with thefe charcoal fires in cold weather ; and frames of wood

being' placed over them, and covered with thick carpets reaching to the ground, and pre-

venting the efcape of fmoak or heat, the family fit round on the floor, and keep their

feet and legs under thcfe coverings for the benefit of warmth. They have feldom any

hinges to their doors, which are made fo narrow as fcarcely to aJmi*^ a perfun of more than

common bulk, and turn on pivots of wood let into the door frame the fjftenings are ge-

nerally of the fame kind, confiding of bolts or bars of wood, few but thofe of high rank

having locks or latches.

Their beds and manner of fleeping are nearly the fame as have been defcribed among the

cuftoms and manners of the Afiatic I'urks; and as the mattrafll-s are rolled up and taken

away in the day, the apartments ferve alfo in fmall houfes for parlours, and render a

great number of rooms unneceflary s
their floors are generally laid with tiles or a hard ce-

ment, over which a coarfe cloth is ftretched, and upon that they fprcud a cjrpet. The
fides of the rooms, in elegant houfes, are commonly tiled two or three feet from the

ground, and the walls above covered with pictures or paintings on the plailler.

The metropolis of the empire or kingdom of Perfia, is Ifpahan, which is alfo the capi-

tal of the province of Erahi, and is fituated in the fiftieth degree of eaft longitude from

London, and in thirty- two degrees thirty minutes north latitude, in a fertile plain of an

oval form and confidcrable extent, furrounded by mountains, none of which, however, ap-

proach nf.-arer to the city than two or three leagues.

This city, in it's moft flourifhing fiate, was fuppofed to be near twelve miles in cir-

cumference, and at that time was thought to contain near half a million of inhabitants;

it has only at prefent the ruins of fortifications, nor are the remaining gates, which are

only eight in number, though they were formerly twelve, ever clofed, fo that it is in a

ftate totally defencclcfs. It is fupplied with water partly by pipes and channels from the

•.il '«vcr
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river Zenderhoud, which flows at the dilhnccofa mile from it, atid purtly by a rivulet,

the waters of which are coiidut^cd through the city in cliannclft faced with (tone, and col*

ii-£led in two vaft refervoirs of the fame materials, from whence they are ulfo didributed hy

pipe« to the diftant parts of it.

The city of Ifpahan rcfcmbles mod others of the eaft, in the narrownefs, irregularity,

dud, and dirt of the ftreets, which are wholly unpaved, though the greater part of the in-

habitants are obliged to walk in thcni, as they have no coaches or other wheel-carriages •,

and the great numbers of horfcmen who are pctpctually pafling the ftrccts, render it ini-

pnlEblc for thofc vho are on foot to fele£l their way, and compel them to plunge on through

accumulated loads of mud, dung of cattle, and other filth.

This city contains fome handfome fquares, in particular the meidan, or royal fquare,

which is alfo the market-place, one Tide of which ii formed by the palace, and the re-

maining three have double rows of (hops, the whole being covered at the top, and lighted

by large fpaces left here and there in the wall. Thefe rows, oi rather (treets, are not only

(iprn to foot-paflengers, but people on horfeback ride through them either for pleafure or on

occafions of bufinefs; particular parts of thefe buildings ar>* dedicated to each trade or bufi-

nefs: the moft elegant and leaft ofFcnfivc, fuch as jewellers, lapidaries, goldfmiths, mercerS)

embroiderers, and the like, being ncareft to the palace ; and thofe which might prove difagrce-

ablc, either from fmcll or noife, fuch as cooks, druggifts, bralters, and tavern-keepers, on

the oppofitc ftde of the fquare; the center is employed in the Tale of cattle and provi(iQiia

of all kinds; and the rivulet already mentioned flowing through it, the banks of it are

pl:iiucd with ever-green (hrubs refembling box, which are regularly cut with openings to<

the different parts of the fquare, and are confiderable ornaments to it. This fquare is of.

an oblong form, almoft three furlongs in length, and nearly half that breadth.

The caravanferas, in which merchants and travellers are lodged without expence, were,.

before the deftru£tiv<: wars already mentioned, upwards of (ifteen hundred in number, all

of nearly the fame form, though diiTering in fize; the entrarKC to a caravanfera is through

-

a wide gate into a fquare Airr'ounded with a pi izza, behind which are apartments, ware-

houfes, and ftablcs fur the camels and other bcalts.

The royal palace orcupics, as has been already obfcrved, one fide of the meidan, and tht

entrance is by a grand gate from that fquare; over this gate is a gallery for the fophi or

king, when he chufcs to be prcfcnt at combats of wild bcafts, the ixcrcifes of the nobility,

on horfeback, or other public f|)e(itacles ; and before the wall which inciofcs the palace, arc

a row of fine trees, and a fountain of water, and heie uK'u arc placed fomc pieces of brafs

cannon formerly talcen fiom the Portuguefc.

Within the gate of the palace are buildings on the right and left; thofc on tho right

containing rooms appropriated to tlie reception of oft'cnders, who are privileged from pu-

nishment if they can cfcape hither ; and on the left public halls or courts where juftice is

adminiilered, fometimcs by the c;rand vizier, and fometimes by fuch other judges as have

employments in the palace. Crofling the court, you enter the audience-room, which is

fpacious and lofty, being fupported by forty pillars, and ornamented with gilding and

painting, the flooring being divided into three equal parts, and rifing by a ftep from each-
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of the two firft to the highcft, on winch the royal throne Hands, which is about eight feet

fquare, and elevated from the floor aboni ci^jhteen inches i this throne is covered with a

carpet cmhroidercd with gold, and upon public occafiont the fophi or king fits crofs-

legged on cuOiions of rich brocade which are placed on the carpet. Of the private apart-

ments of the palace, and thole of the women, no authentic account can be given, as they

are inacce/Tible to any but the owner, and thofc guardians of female virtue who labour

under no temptations to betray the facird trufl.

The garden of the palace is faid to be very cxtiiifive, reaching beyond the river Zen-
derhoud, which pafles through it and divides it at right angles; on the fouth fide of it is a

mount) planted with trees of various kinas, which tbrm winding-walks to the fumniit,

from whence feveral Aicains of water fall in cafcades over the rock into bafons, and fluw in

a number of rivulets through ditt'ennt parts of the garden; and fupplying an infinite va-

riety of fountai/is and wuei-work*-, they fall at lall, cither into the river above named, or

into a vaft piece of water in the center of the garden, the four corners of which, it being

a perfcd fquare, arc ornamented with pavilions, each containing apartments richly fur-

niflied and adorned, and a fountain in the midft of it throws a conflderable column of

water to the height of forty feet.

This garden is faid to produce the choiceft fruits, and not only of fuch as are natives

of Perfia, but many different kinds which have been imported from India and Turky ; and,

in particular, grapes without ftones, of an enormous fize and delicious flavour: upwards

of one hundred gardeners are employed in the cultivation of thefe fruits, on which all

ranks of people are fufFered to regale at the trifling expence of about two-pence each, pro-

vided they commit no waAe, nor attempt to bring any away with them.

Many pleafure-houfes, and other ornamental buildings, are difperfed in diflFcrent parts of

this garden; beyond which there is a park, in which the women are permitted to hunt and

partake of other diverfions with their royal mailer.

In the grand fquare on each fide of the gate of the palace, are two mufic galleries,

where muficians, hired at the public expence, perform every evening for an hour or two,

at and after fun-fct: and there are good cofFee-houfes in different parts of the city, where

the Pcrfians aflemble, not only to take refreOiments, and hold converfations with each

other, but for the entertainment they receive from poets and hidorians who attend there,

and recite, for a moderate reward, their own works or thofe of others; or the inftrudion

they derive from the difcourfes of pricfts, who harangue their auditors on fubjedts of reli-

gion, morality, and law.

Almoft every (Ireet is ornamented with trees, cither in rows or planted at the corners of

them; through thife and others in the gardens of the people of condition, the cupolas of

the numerous mofques, which arc faid to exceed one hundred and fifty, appear to great and

pleafing advantage. Though none but Mahometans arc fuffcrcd to enter thefe facred

buildings, yet tolerably accurate defcriptiuns have been obtained of them from intelligent

profefFors of that religion; at leaf), thefe are much more to be d^rpended on, than the re-

lations of thofe travellers who pretend to have had accefs to them in difguifc, but who are

more
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more likely to have been indebted to their own imaginationi, than to have obtained infor*

Illation at the imminent rifle of their lives.

According to the belt accounts of the Great or King's Mofque at Ifpahan, the gate which

leads to it is either of folid filver, or entirely covered with plates of that metal} within

this gate is a court, on each fide pf which are piazzas, and over them apartments which

are occupied by the prices who are appointed to minifter in this mofque ; oppofite the

outer gate are three entrances into the mofque itfcif, by as many different doors, each

leading into a diAinA aiflc, ornamented with azure and gold, that in the middle being raifcd

a ftep above thofe on the fides: in the center is a dome fupported by large fquarc pillars,

as the whole roof is by rows of leflTerones} it receives light from windows in the dome,

and from two of very large dimenfions, one on each fide the middle aifle towards the

top s
on the left of the fame aid-, towards the dome, a pulpit of ftone is eretftcd, the afcenr

to which is by • flight of fteps of the fame materials. Theoutfide of the building is adorned

with paintings of fcrolls and flowers in various colours; but no pictures or images are

admitted within, nor are there any feats for the congregation : the floor is covered with

carpets, and thofe who enter it to perform their devotions, leave their (hoes without the

door.

There is a very elegant mofque on the fouth fide of the royal fquare j this is a rotunda,

built with frce-ftone, and lined to a very confiderable height with white marble exquifitcly

polilhed. This mofque is alfo divided into aifles, which interfeA each other, and add to

the beauty of the building.

Round theileeple or minoretof each mofque, is a fmall gallery, from whence an in-

ferior prieft or mollah fummons the people to their devotions at ftated hours in the dayj

as in other countries where the religion of Mahomet prevails, which does not allow bells

to be ufed.

The baths, which are numerous in this great city, are conAruAed like thofe which wc
have already defcribed in our account of Afian Turky, and the various ceremonies of

bathing are conducted in nearly the fame way ; but notice is given here of the different

times of bathing for the males and females, by the founding a horn or flicll on the terrace

of the bagnio: when the former are invited, all the female attendants withdraw, and re-

turn when the latter fex are fummoned ; and, contrary to the Turkifli fafhion, the bathing

of both fexes is finiflied in Perfia by an immerfion of the whole body.

There are three bridges over the Zenderhoud, at equal diftances from each other; and

from the city to the center bridge, is a beautiful walk called the Charbag, which is a mile

in length, a hundred yards wide, and planted on each fide with double rows of trees ; in the

middle a canal of tranfparent water rlins through the whole length, which is divided into

eight parts by fo many bafons, into each of which the water falls in cafcades, the whole
way from Ifpahan to the river being a regular dcfcent: both the canal and bafons are

faced and lined with frec-ftone, and on both fides the walk are gardens and plcafurc-houfcs

belonging to the king and the nobility ; and, before the ufurpation of Nadir Shah, or

Kouli Khan, it is hardly poflible to conceive a more delightful fccne than thcfe united

beauties prefcnted,

R t The
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The bridges over the Zenderhoud, which are To fituated as to facilitate tlie commit*

nication between Ifpahan and the neighbouring towns, are of Angular ronftru£tion { for,

benJcii the road in the center, there arc urcbcd patfages nn each fide thefe bridges both for

horfe and toot palfengcrs, which are lighted by openings at regular diftances; as none of

the Pcrfian rivers ,ire navigable, the arches of their bridges are rather low, nor are the bo-

dies of water wltih pafs through them confiderablo ; this river of 2^nderhoud is the

largcft, an.i xhcn it is fwcllcd by the melted fnow from the mountains, is nearly as wide

as the I hr.rurs at Lambeih, but is, evtrn then of inconftdeublc depth, and after f iic fummer

Sicats hav? exhauiled it, fcarce contains water enough for the ufc of the inhabiunts, and

to fupply their numerous gardens on the banks oi' this ((>->>am : but, befides this river and

the rivulet already mentioned, the city of Ifpahr.n is provided with a confiderablc number

of wells which yield excellent water.

Among the curiofuies of Ifpahan, we mvi't not omit to mention the towerpver the royal

itables, which is built of the horns of Aags and other beads, which, to the number of

two thoufand, were deftroyed . 1 a flr gle hunting match by one of the formei' munarchs ^f

Perfui thefe ho^ns arc piLd inti^ the form of th; building, and cententcd with earth or

mortar.

There are many Chridians in the fuburbs of Ifpahan, though but few in the city itfelf,

except the monkft in two convent), one of Auguftine, the other of C'armelitr friars { one

quarter of the fuburbs is chiefly pofTcflcd by the Gebers, or Gaurs, the dcfcendants of the

ancient Perfees, or worftiippers of fire.

On the oppofite (hore nf th*: Zeitderhoud, and contiguous to the bridge which termi-

nates the Cha'bac, lies the town of Julpha, which has been by fome travellers reprefented

as a fuburb of Ifpahan} it is well built, and the ilreets are tolerably wide, and plasucd

with tree;, which, together with the gardens that belong to almoft every houfe, give it a

cool and pieafant appearance; it is prinupaily inhabited by Armenians, a -viony of whom
wctc placed here by Shah VioaK} but here arealfo Georgians and other Chriftkisi^ who, be-

fore the ravages committed by Nadir Shah, were fuppofed to be the richeft and moftexten-

fsvc merchants of the eatl) at that tim«: Julpha was thought to be two miles long, and a>

much in breadth, and to contain a^ leaft three thouland houl'esi it had then alio twek'e

Chriilian churches.

The capital of the province of Pars or Pars, the ancient Perfia, is the city of Shiras

or Schera/, which is /aid to derive it's name from Cyrus the Gieat, who is reported to

be buried here; it lies to the fouthward of Ifpaham, at the dtftance of near two hundred

miles, and is efteemcd the fecond city of tne Perfiac empire.

Though this city is near fe%cn miles in circumference, it is but tbiiily inhabited, the

r.imbcr of houfts not exceeding four thoufandj and the greater part of this extent being

gaidens and groves of trees; it is Atuated in a pleafant valley of twenty miles in lenf^fh,

and about one thiid part as wide, which is fertilized by a rivufct pa/Ting through it, and

fupplying the city with water: this ftream is inconfiderable in th<: fummer, but fwells in

the fpring, and fometimes becomes fo rapid as to overthrow houfei and buildings, and

fwcep away the corn and other piodui^iont uf the earth.

The
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Tltt palii^e, which has been occir^iieJ by fome of the former fophis or kings, but now

by a vic^' jy, is extremely magnificcnr., and tKc gardens belonging to it are faid to ixci.l

th6fc at Ifpahan, both in fize and beauty, being no Icfs than two miles fquare, and in-

clofed by a wall fourteen feet in height; nor arc the gardens i f fuch of the nobility as in-

habit this city inferior in elegance, being plaiuid for (hade and otn.imcnt with cyprcfs

trees, which for height, ftraightncfs, and regularity of growth, arc unequalled, and f r ufc

with fruit trees of a thnufand different forts, fuch as oranges, Icmo.is, apricots, pi-ni.>,

cherries, and grapes, all equally delicious to the palate, and the latt-r priHlucing wine of

exquifitc flavour, furpaflin;; any other growth of the kingdom. Thtfc fruit-trees eit!i( i

form walks, or are fcattercd irregularly over the garden, and the vines twine rmmd other

trees, from the branches of which the grapes hang in clullcrs of aAoniftiing nia.;nitudci

nor are thefe gardens lefs plentifully furnifhed with flowers, the variety, colour, and

odours of which, are not rivalled by the choiceft pro^u^flionsof Italy, though twy rcquiie

here but little culture, and are in a manner d'frcga'ded by the gardeners, whofe whole at-

tention is engaged in managi.ig the fruit-trees, uud procuring thura a proper fi*pply of wa-

ter, which in this country is indifpcnfi'olc.

The buildings in this city of Schiras, arc nthcr better than thofe of Ifpahan, liioiigh

they are all of nearly the fume conftru«ftion i the Itrvcts in general narrow and dirty,

exc«^pt thofe which tie near the river, where they arc wider, and arc AtmiOied with

canals and bafons of waters neatly lined with free -ftone ; here is a college fo: the education

df youth, who are inftru«Sled in the literature of this country, and (ludy fuch of the lil>e-

rul arts as are known here. This city is reniarkablc tot the number of it's inofqucs, every

ftreet containing one or more; and the cupolas or domes of tlufe bu Umgs luiiig covered

with tiles, vhich arc frequently ncw-varnifticd, have a picafing tft'cd among ihe large leaves

and luxuriant branches of the cyprcfs and oihct trees, with whic!) the garJcnc aud even tlie

ftreets abound.

Schamachit the chief city of the piovince of Schiivan, was formerly a place of greac

i;n[iortance, having been futroundcd with wuils and divided into two pare>:, one (.tileil

the northern, the ether the fouthern city, but both ;rc now difinanlled. it is, however,

Aih itiliabited by merchants of diftirrent nations, fuch as Armeaiap<, (j!Oi<;ian«,, RMfTians,

Jt;wJ, and Tartars of Circaifia, who carry on fcvcral inanufaclures, and drive a loodde-

rablc trade infilks raw and w.'ought, brocades, tapdhy, cottons, callicocs, leather, iurrs,

copper, tin, gold, filvcr, warlike inArumcnis, hor(c<i, boy^, a.id women ; but thecunuiK-rcc

of this place, as well as that of the whole kiitgdom of i'eijia, hii. AilFered rxceediiij^ly

fince the ufurpation of Nadir Shah, and the collegst which o<\cc flouriihcd here have

from that perio«i been totally abandvncd.

The city of Su!t.ina, which was once magnificent, has (harcd the fame fate with the

laft-mentiontd place, being reduced by the ravages <,f war, and the dcpnrlations of ty-

ranny, to a heap of fplendid ruins } a mofque, however, remains u a monumrnt < t it's

ancient glory: this mofque, which is faid tocoitain the toin>i of one of the former

kings of Pcrfia, and the founder of the city, is eilecnied one of iKc mod fu,erb ii: he

k!n;(dom' It is reprcfi:ntcd as having three ftupcndous »atcs of iwlifhi':'. ilcci, fo c tba-

liatcally
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lidic.tily formcil, that the united Arength of numbers is unequal to the tajlc oi opening

tht-m, without ihc repetition of certain myftical words, purporting an invocation for the

(jrcat Alii on pronouncing which, thcfc ponderous cntranccii turn fo (lightly on their

hinges, that they yield to the (lighteft attempt: the fcpulchral monument is alfo faid to

be furroundcd with raits of polifned ftecl, exquifitely ftniflicd} and a fccond partition of

brafs fcparates it from the body of the buildirgj an oftogonai tower of great height

crowns the mofquc, and is fupported by eight maffy pillars. But certain books, which arc

prefcrv'cd in thii facred rtpofitory, fccm moft to claim t.w attention of th',, lcsrr.cd and

curious; according to the dcfcription which has been given of them by travellers, they

arc of immenfc five, the Arabic chara£Vers in which they are written being three inches

in length, and the pages ornamcnced with intermediate lines of black and gold : fome leaves

oi' thefe books are reported to be prcfjived in the library of the fovercign of Holftein,

hiving been Ibrmerly procuicd by arnbafladors fent from that court to th-i P,*rrian mo-

iKirch.

Kom or Ciom, has been already mentioned as the place of interment of many of the

Perfian kings : it is at prcfent in a Rate of decay, but prefers e::i futut crac-e in blades for

fabres, and has alfo a manufa^urc of civious etrihen-warc,

C»(bin, or Cafvin, is the capital of the province of Eraki, the ancient Parthia, and was

formerly called Arfacia. Hepheilion, the favourite of Alexander the Great, is faid to have

bi^rn buried in this-city, which has alfo been the place of retidence of fcveral of the fove-

ri'igns of Pcrfia : it is delightfully fituated on a plain, though the ground declines from

it on all liJes} but the rcflcdliwi of the fun, and the r verberation of the winds from a

chain of mountains which cncompafs it at fume diftancc, render the temperature of the

air extremely uncertain, and the viciflfttudes of heat and cold unufually fudden, days of in-

tenfc heat being frequently fuccccdcd by nights of piercing cotdj notwithftanding

which, the inhabitants enjoy tolerable health, the Mir being always pure, though fomewhac

fubtle.

At this city is built on high ground, it is a work of fome difficulty to fupply it with

water, which is conducted hither in pipes from the neighbouring mountains : to obviate

this inconvenience, the houfes are in general funk below the furface of the earth, and

brought to a level with the channel! which furnifh the water
i nor is this mode of burying

the houfes difagreeable, in a count* y where the exceflivc heats of certain fcafons of the year

render every retreat from the fun d rfirablc.

The prefent city does not confifi of more than a thoufand houfes, and can only he con-

fidered as the remains of this once flourifhing place ; which, before the fatal aira fode«

firu^live to the Perfian gloty, was at lend twelve times as iaige as it is at prcfent, and

contained a hundred thoufand inhabitant^. The buildings, nt leaft the modern ones, are

indifferent, and the houfes differ fomrwhnt in confhudion from thofc of ifpahan ; they

are built with t>ricks hardenei by the fun, which are joined together by a cement at Icafl.

a<i durable as any other part < f the materials- but thn (Xterniii waU which furrounds the

whole, is gf ncruliy i"»mpofed of" mu(" on!y ; within this wall Hands one large room, v/hich

is called the aivan. and Ictv^t fur eating and bufuiefii , the floor is covered with carpets,

Md
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uri"! fiirnlfhid wi»h cufiiions of wool or camel's hair for feats; on oir Me of ihis buil>linj%

Imt detached from it, arc fmall flcep in p- rooms, and on the other thcoifices ami bcd-roo^n^

J'or the feivants ; at the back of thcfc bijloings is another court, on the f.irtluT iiilc <f

v/hich, but ftparatcd by another w.»li, i^ the liar^m, the tntraiu.c to v/hici^ is g.Miv.^!ly

chfciircd by a plantation of trees and Ihiubs, and ;•. winding path throUj^h llKni leaJ* tj

tlu: door.

Here arc two paLcrs, or rather the remains of thr old and a new one, the former of

which was erected by Shah Abas, and the latter by Nadir Shah. The approach to this

l.ift is through an avenue of lofty trees, upwards of three hund.ed yards in length and

twenty in brci'Jth, whieh leads to tlic only ji;ate in i!ic w.i!l witli whiJi this pal.uc is cn-

compafili!, and which i^; near two miles in circumference ; this gate is urthed, and has a

pt(yrcting ^aiicry above, like tliat of the royal palace at Ifpahan.

The area within is divided into four fqtiarts, two of wliich arcgaidLiis laid out in wallts

(<f trees, and r< frefhcd with fountains and rivulet:<of water; the* third is occupied by tlie

buddings of the palace itfelf, and the fourr'. by thofc of the huram. In the center of the

palace, the apartments of which are raikd from the ground by arche.* to the heij^bt of

about C'\ feet, is theaivan, or hall of audience, which opens to the court or garden with

folding doors; and this room is ornamented after the Indian fafliion, as arc alio the Icflcr

apartments which arc dedicated to the purpofes of eating and flecping; the ceilings being

divided into compartments, in each of which fomc poition of the Alcoran is commonly

infcribed in Ari\bic chara^lers; the windows arc of glafs, admirably painted in colours of

the moft lively hue, yet (o tranfparent ai fcarcely to im|K;di: the light.

The hararn, which is furrnunded by another wall of amaeing height and thicluicfii, ii

divided into four didint^!^ fets of apartments, adapted to the ditFcrcnt hours of the day,

and feafons of th? year; thofe calculated for the fummer arc fupplicd with fountains,

which, throwing ihewatertoa confiderable height, it is received again in marble bafons; and

this agitation uf the fluid di/Tufcs a refrifliing and .ngrccablc coolncfi. All the rooms of

the haram arc painted with birds, infects, and flowe'S, in thofc gbiwing colours which

diftijjguifh the Indian paintings on paper. Thefe ornar tents are difpofed in pannels, which

are bordered with gold ; and between the pannels fmail iookinp-glaflls arc placed in dif-

ferent figures; the whole executed in a taih: which has lately prevailed in Great Britain,

imder the title of grotffque. Some apartments under the ground, and Jefigncd for a rccef*

in extreme heats, have been the fubje<fls of much admiration, being curioufly contrived

to admit air, though they are impervious to the rays of the fun. 7'he eunuchs are lodged

in « building near, but not conncAesi with the haram, to which there is only one door of

great flrength.

Several other cities of Perfta contain alfo palacrr. and gardens, belonging to thefophi or

king ; the pala.e at the city of Kat'chan, in parti :ular, is faid to have a thoufand windows

and doors. This city, which has been formerly of conftderable magnitude, and adorned

with handfome buildings, bith for public and private ufe, is fituated in a plain, well wa-
tered, and abounding not only with the conveniences, but the luxuries of life, in 33 de-

grees 51 minutes of north latitude, and has even yet a confidcrablc trade with India; but it

S s ii»
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IK 111 fupplicJ with wst(r; which, in warm climatr<!, is an article Cocfknun], ai not tu bs

difpcnfcd with without great and almoU inliiffiTab!c incnnvrnicnce.

The city of R'-(chul, thcr.ipiial of the pnwincc of Ghihin, is alfo large and populous,

the nuik(.(-i ch(.;ip and plentiful, and the fti rounding country fertile; but the houfe* are

low and mennly hiiilt, and it is nut remirkabic for any public buildings, or other curiofitict

worth pailicular notice.

Thccily of Dar'.icnt, in the 51ft degree of cajt longitude, and in 41 degrees 20 minutes

north latitude, is futri/undcd by walls of in.mcnfe tliicknefs, which arc condrudtrd of

artificial ftonc, being a compofition of the fhclls of mufllls and other H(h of the like kind,

and a peculiar fort of fiec-Aonr ground to powder; and which, together with a cafllc of

the fame materials, arc fuppofed to have been built by Alexander the Great ; an opinion

which fecms to be well fupportcd hy the durability of this cemented matter, which is ap*

parcntly harder than marble.

No monarchy can be morcabfolute than that of Pcrfia, nor is there a prince on earth

whofc power is fo compleatly defpotic as the cilablifhcd fovereign of this country. The
lives and properties of his fuhjei^U arc dependant on his will, and he frequently difpofc-s

of both, to gratify the mod wanton caprice, or indulge the mod abfurd inctination*

without regarding the didhues of reafon, the imprefliuns of humanity, or the fuggef-

tions of common prudence; in fpite of all which, thofc whufu long fcrvices and approved

fidelity have intithd them to gratitude and favour, arc ficqucntly facrificed to the ctfcdts of

intvm|x:rai)re, or the frenzy of uncontroulcd paflluii; and fo implicitly are all the com-

mands of this prince obeyed, that orders fo unnatural, as c\'en tu exceed the conceived

limits of inhumanity ittclf, fuch as making his fubjedts become the executioners of their

tlrarcft relatives, h >ve been often complied with, and that too without the fmallcfl: hefita-

lion, a luhmilTion in which the Mahometans of all natrons are inftrudled by their religion,

and in which they are confirmed by the force of cullom and unvaried confurmiiy from gc-

nrrntioti tu generation.

Ytt they contend, that if the commands of iheir fovereign militate againft any exprefs

law of their prophet, their obedience is neceflaiily difpcnfed with; and in confirmation of

this dodhine, a itory is related of an ofilccr of rank at the Perfian court, who being or-

dered by his prince to drink wine with him, refufed to comply; and alledged as an excufe,

th.it having made a pilgrim.-ige to Mecca, he could not taOe wine without a violation of

the facr(d laws of Mahomet; and when the prince again enforced his authority, bidding

him diiiik in obedience to his commands, as thoufands in the fame fituatiun had done be-

fore, and on his rcpcitcd refufal, threatened him with immediate death, and directed the

attinJaiits t»! Jorce the wine into his mouth; the Perfian nobie rcfilhd the violence, and

calm!/ told the tyrant, he was welcome tu his life, over wnich he had undoubted authority,

but that his religion was his own, which he valued much more than his life, and would

prelerv<^ inviolate the one at the expencc of the others u rcfolution which, though it occa-

lioned his immediate difmiflion from his errploymen.s, had fuch an cfTcA on hit rppredbry

that he recalled him, and not only rcftured him to his favour, but loaded him vrith add/-

tional
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tional honour* and etnolument^; a conJui^l which rcfcucs the memory of this brutal derpot

from 3 fmall portion of thi inraniy which attv iids fiich adh of favagc cruelty.

Nor i> this fpccics of tyranny extcuti-d onlv on tliof who arc atti tul.iPt on the royal per-

fon, the governors of diltjnt cities and piovincis often feel the tfficls of this dcfpotifm,

and arc facrificcd without form t)f tri.il, or pretence of reafon, to the vengeance, or

infatiable avarice of this vic-gcKiit of hell. (Jn ihefe occ.ifions, a royal veil is ufually

dilpatchcd by fomc of the mell'ingers commonly employed for futh puipof >., md which

being confidertd a& a proof of approbation and favour, on .in intMn.iti n j^iven of ii\ ap-

proach, is generally met on the road by the perfon to whom it is addnlii d ; who fomc-

limes finds it accompanied by an order fur inllant execution, to whiih h' iuhmii> without

a murmur, and the bearer .tf the fatal mefl'agc return'^ to the capital with tm iintortunatc

officer's head, as a proof of his having performed hi» bloody commiflion.

Travellers relate a horrid inftancc of the depravity to wtiich th humm mind m.iy

be debafed by being acruftomcd to fuch fccncs of barbarity, in a wreuhid fon of a

Perfian grandee; who, in compli nee with the inhuman commands of one of thole ty-

rants, firft cut ofF the ears, and then the nofe of his own father; and when the latter

fulicited immediate death, as a relief from the accuinul.ited inifcrie> of mutiLition, and

the horrors of beholding the unnatural perpetrator, and obtained the induljjencc he re-

quired i on being offered by the cruel prince his father's fortunes, if he would conclude

the tragedy, and difpatch his unfortunate parent, the villainous parricide inftantiy drew his

fabrc, and at a fmgle blow fevered his head from his body, and without remorfc deprived

of life the ill-fated author of his own exillence.

A modern traveller has fumifhed many othei inilanccs of f.ivagc cruelty in whieh thcfe

fcourges of the human race indulge themfelves at the expi nee of every principle of hu-

manitVt and to the eternal difgracc and diflumour of royal authority ; which, inifi id of

being exerted in a6ts of opprefGun and tyranny, ou|;ht ever to be exti nded in the d. fence

of injured innocence, in bellowing due rewaids on th..- virtuous, and ronfi^jnini; lo pu-

nifliment the wicked and unworthy, f'o confer happinfs on oth rs, is the uniy pre o^.itivc

wlii.h (lamps a value on a crown, and he who wears it to thife noble purp(>l'< ^, is indeed the

delegate of Heaven, the worthy reprelentativc of the Kinjj of kings; whilll he wiD em-

ploys his power in violating the facrcd U\i(i committed to him, and trainpK s on tlioll*

laws moral and divine which he it peculiarly appointed to execute in jultae .md nierey,

becomes an inftrument of vengeance in the hands <;( the Alniij^hiy ; and as a cnallifenKnt

for his own roifdeeds, is appointed to punilh the fins cf an oflliuling people.

Happy Hritain, thiicc happy ifle! the cx-rcntinn of w/iofe laws, mild and rqnal in

themfelvcs, is committed to a inoni:rch the friend and father of his ptopN ; wh >, liavinj; no

inordinate pafliont to gratify, no wanton caprice: to indulge, no conceived injuries to re-

venge, knows no offence againtl his own perfon, apd punifhes with the tindetefl huiid

thofe committed againll the fociety which h-: is buund to piotcct: t » fuch a kin^ ol)eiMeiicc

br .'.es as much our incli.iation as it is our duty^ nor is it paid as an cxadiun of power,

.

buC :\ tribute of gratitude

!
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\Vc fhall not Jirguft our reader?, with rccountirift many of thofc inftances of Perfun

barhority 'Which h.ivc bcin ncountcJ by th- ingenious writer whofe v/orlcs we have had

fivqiii'iit ociil' lis to (]uotc in our jirci iints of thi<i country: Init we have fclcdleil oiic

v.hik.-!i C'lnhini's with the cru-.-Ity, fiuli a ile;;rcc of policy, ns to remlir it worthy of no-

tice, thou<:h by no niian* of imit-itiiin; fincc no i.iiv.intaj^e can juflify an ail founded iii

iiiiijuity, :ind jHrp'tr.it(d in dufiancc of julUcf, nuny, and hinnanity.

N.idii .S!);:h, the ufurping liing or fiphi of I'dlia, ha\inj; impyftd a moft exorbitant

t.ix on one of the provinces, appointed one of his military eoniniandcrs governor of it,

with orders to colleJl the whole of this unufuil burden within fix months: at the expi-

ration o! this time he was fumnioncd to the camp, and called on to pioduce the fum re-

quind
i

lint he liad i.nly g^alhered half thi; expctll.d amounr. When this deficiency was

reportctl to the Ihah, he ordcicd the governor into his prefence, aiid abufcd him in the

gr<i(l'.ll tcrmj. It was in vain that he urged the incapacity of the people he had been ap-

point d t 1 govern, to raife fo enormous a fum in fo fhort a fpacc of time; he was told

that he had anhez/.led the money he had failed to produce, and was condemmd to be in-

Hanlly baflinadoed to death ; a fentcnce which was immediately put in execution, and the

crtVJts of the unfortunate commander confifcated to anfwcr the fuppofcd default; but

even the value of thefe fell very confiderably fhort of the fum re(|uired to be compleatcd.

Of all his property, one dog only remained undifpofed of; and this faithful attendant of an

unf irtun.ueniafter, was at the thah's direction broujjht into his prefence; and, notwith-

ftandin^ the tyrant obfervcd, that he appeared to have an hoinlUr countenance than his

madcr, yet did this human brute dirccV that he fliould be led ihiou^;h the camp from tent

to tent of the principal officers, and baftinadocd at the door of each; and that he at whofc

tent the devoted animal expired, fliould immediately make up the deficiency : this bar-

barous aif\ of policy foon produced the defired efte(fl ; the feveral commanders to whom he

was prefenied, paid for his removal with fuch confidcrable funis, that the whole of the

fliah's demand was fuddeiily railed. We feci ourfelves difappointcd in not being warranted

to fay, that by this means alio the poor animal was rcfcued from the crui Ity to which he

was doomed, ns wc cannot help being interciled in the fate of a bvaft defined to groan

under the mercilcfs hand of tyranny diretflcd by avarice.

The common title of the king or reigning prince of Perfia is fliah; a word which fig-

nifies diCpofer of kingdoms, and denoting an extraordinary dcgr« of power, is the moft

agreeable appellation that can be conveyed to the car of adefpotic monarch j he takes occa-

fionally the titles of filtan, or emperor, and khan, which latter is given to him as the

fovcreign of a part of Tartary. The royal arms of Perfia arc a lion couchant, turnin^;

his head to obfcrvc the fun, which rifcs over the back of the bcaft. But the fhah of

Perfia ufes no feal to fuch public afts as are committed to writings the flilc of fuch writ-

ings is truly pompous, and they ufually begin with " This is an adt given and granted

" by the fliah of Perfia, &c. who the whole univcrfe obeys," or fomc fuch arrogant ex-

prtflion.

Nor is this founding language confined to the ails of the tttah himfclfj when he is pe-

titioned by his fubjcdts, he is flattered with epithets to which the confummatc of human

greatncfs
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•grcatnefs is unequal ; he is by his fervile dependents called the fountain of power, of ma-

j'.Hy, and of glory; rival of the fun } chofen fubititutc of the Mofi High; guardian, pro-

te£)or, and fupreme head of the only true and pure religion ; fliaduw of Omnipotence ; fa-

ther of vidlory ; comptroller of the revolutions of the univcrfc ; and only fovcrcign of the

faithful. In their perfonal aJdreHl-s to him, he is ftilcd lieutenant of the Mofl Huly, and

difiH-nfer of his favour and grace to the inhabitants of the earth.

According to the laws of Ferfia, the crown is hereditary in the male line, females being

excluded from the enjoyment of it in immediate fuccefltnn, though the defcendants oi

daughters are admitted to reign, in default of ifluc from the male line: but the uncertain

tenure of the Herfun throne, and the frequent revolutions which happen in that loiintry,

have introduced the barbarous policy of putting out the eyes of all the males of the royal

family in poflible fuccefllon, whether of the male or female line ; a meafure purfued by the

reigning prince, to add to the inability of his own feat, by rendering the choice of a fuc-

cciTor difficult i
thofe who labour under any perfonal defeats, blindncfs in particular, be-

ing prohibited from mounting the throne, and when none of the blood royal can be found

to fill it, it is not unnatural to conceive that jealoufy will inter|X)fe to prevent a vacancy

which every individual of confequcnce about the court is apt to think himfelf alone qua-

lified to fupply.

Nor arc the immediate iflue of the king himfelf always exempted from this horrid fatCi

if theeldeft fon is apprehended to be of a more a^ive difpofition than the younger hranchex,

his fuperior genius occafions the facrifice of his fight, and he is left to languifh through

life in the mifcrable enjoyment of the fenfual pleafures of the haram : the Peritan«, con-

trary to the Turkifh cuftom, permitting the wretched vidim to live, when he is no longer

in a capacity to didurb the dreams of ambition.

The manner in which thefe unfortunately-born infants were formerly dcrprivcd of their

fight, was by holding an inftrument of red-hot iron fo near the eye as to fcorch the exte-

rior covering of that organ, and render it impervious to the rays of light
i
but, by the more

modern improvements in cruelty, the very eye-balls themfelves arc fcooped out of the fock-

cts by the mercilcfs inftruments of the royal vengeance.

Rut if the firft-born of the kingefcapes this dreadful fate, or whichever of his offspring

is permitted to be confidered as heir-apparent to the throne, he is confined to the haram

from his birth, where he receives the flender education which the eunuciis, his only in-

ftruAors, are capable of giving him; and asfoon as he arrives at manhood, is fupplied with

concubines and ncceflbry attendants, and fpcnds his time in unmanly dillipation and

amufements, till at the death or depofition of his father he is called to the throne, fo totally

ignorant of the affairs of date, that he becomes a mere inftrumcnt in the hands of a ca-

bal, who have perhaps opened his way to the crown by the facriiice >.: his prcdeccflar, and

mean to confi^n him to the fame fate, the moment he isdifcovcred to {Kiflefs wifdcm or fpirit

enough to thwart the meafures or oppofe the wifhes of thefi: minifiers. All the princes

of the royal family arc called mirza, a title which is conftantly added to the name confer-

icd on them at their biiths.

T Tlw
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The ftmale oiFiipring of the throne are ufually married, at a proper age, to fome men r/

high preferment in the church} they fcldom permit them to become (he wives of officers, civil

or military, as is ufually the cafe in I'urky, under an apprehennon thut fuch an alliance

might inrpire them with ideas of ambition inconfillcnt with the fafcty of the reigning

prince. The children of thcfc marriages are fomctimes fuflfercd to enjoy the blefled privi>.

legeof fighr, when there arc feveral funs of the rtigning prince who ftund between them

and the throne : but, as hath been already obfcrved, they are more commonly doomed to

{hate in the wrctchedncfs of thofe who have the misfortune to be royally born, or to have

defci-nded from a ritce of kings.

The royal haram uf Pcrlla is filled, by females of three diflfcrcnt ranks: the firft are the

female iflue of (he prince, who are generally conHiud here fur life, or till proper hufbands

are provided for them i thrtie princefl'cs have a leparate apartment allotted to them, and

eunuchs and other attendants, who have no connedUon with the other inhabitants of the

fcraglio. The fecond fet of ladies are thofe who have brought the (hah children, and

who arc entitled todidindt and confiderable privileges^ and the third clafs are thofe youn{

and beautiful girls who arc deftined to the royal pleafure, but have not been called to his

arms : and over both thcfe laft claflcr, the mother of the reigning prince generally af-

fumcs an uncontrouled auihorityi and, by intriguing with this powerful governefs, the ladies

of the haram arc ibmetimes provided with hulbands among the nobility, who are fre-

quently defiroos of procuring wives who may promote their intereft at court, a motive

which alfo induces the hufband to treat a wife thus obtained with fuch uncommon in-

dulgence, that the unnoticed damfels in the fcraglio are happy to be difpofed of in this

wayi a favour which is however feldomur ever extended to thofe who have proved with child

from the royal embraces, though very often to thofe who have been enjoyed by him to

fatiety, but Uave not been prolific. On the death of the king> all thofe who have enjoyed

the dillinguilixid honour of becoming mother;, are (hut up for life in a part of the haratn

remote from it'N utber inhabitants,, and are never vifited by the imperial fucccfibr.

But the inhabitants of the haram who are moft numerous, are thofe beautiful girls

who are cullcdkd among all ranks of people in the various provinces of the kingdom of

Pcrfia, where moft parents gre k> ambitious of the honour, and covetous of the advantages,

which may be derived from Inch a connedlion with royalty,, that they readily facrifice their

daughters to the hopes of fpJendor and gain, both which in large jiroportions fall to the

(hare of her relatives who has the good fortune to be peculiarly picafmg to the monarch.

Befides the(e, Georgia aiwl Circaflti* fupply the Perfian haram with girls who are either

purch^fedof llolen from parents of mferior rank, but who frequently furpafs in beauty the

|M«her born daughters of the Perfian grandees.

We (hall not impofe npon our readers the fabulous accounts ef the intrigues and co^

ball of the haram, and the various arts employed by it's fair inhabitants to captivate the heart

•f this luvereign lord and matter ; of thefe iatrigues^or of the employments of thefe fcqucC-

tered females we apprehend no authentic accounts can be obtained, and we do not hold our-

(cives at liberty to obtrude on the public the conceits of oar OWA UBafiaatiQa) or the re-

latMtu of others which appear to tK oo better founded.

The
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The haram it guarded by white and blacic eunuchs, the former of whom attend the gutes

arvd avenues, and the latter are admitted tu carry letters and meiTagcs from the fhah to tlta

ladies, or to and from each other \ but the more immediate attendants of thefc fcnulcs

arc women flaves, great numbers of whom are employed in the haram, under the dircdtion

of certain matrons of approved difcrction.

In thefe and othtr offices about the royal palaces, not lefs than three or four thoufand

eunuchs arc ufually employed, and a proportionable number are (generally entertained in

the houfesof men of rank and fortune, and ferve not only as guardians of female virtue,

but as fpiison the other domcfticsi offices for which they are faid to be peculiarly qu. lifted,

by the ill nature, treachery, and cruelty of their difpofitions, a depravity for which thofc

are accnuntubic, who for bafe purpofes degrade human nature, and deprive their uohippy

ofT-pring of the rights of man. This detefteil operation is performed when th- mife-able

vidlims arc from feven to ten years of age ; before and after that period it i<i fo dangerous,.

that few who undergo it furvive.

Of the Perfian laws no certain accounts can be obtained, at teaft of the prefent Oate of

them { thofe which are moft to be depended on, relate to the adminiftration of juflire pre^

vious to the ufurpation of Nadir Shah ; and probably the aflfairt of Pcrfia arc at this time

fu far fettled, at to admit of a reftoration of this part of the goverment, on which the fafety

of the (late and the happineft of the people fo very materially depends.

In fpeaking of the '1 urkiflt lawt, we have already remarked, that wherever the

doftrinei of Mahomet prevail, the powers of governing the church, and the exrcuiionof

the laws refide in the fame perfont ( but, though th:* P rfian ecclefiadics cluim to ihcmfclvet

the fole powert ofjudgment, and leave thecivil maginraieonly ihe right of cxicuiing their

deceres, yet thefe latter, far from fubmitting to this duArine, have arrugatcil lo thentfclvci

fo large a portion of both thefe powert, as to leave the churchmen a very fmall (hare in the

adminiftration of public juflice, at leaft in the capital, though they are dill left in pof-

fcffion of their ecclefiaftical jurifdidliont, as will be hereafter explained.

In times of war, and when the camp in the court of Perfia, the judges btith ecclcfiaflical

and civil attend: and they have alfo a military judge who dctcrmniet fuch difputcs as

concern that branch of govt-rnment, the officers in that department generally rifuHiig to

fubmit to any other , nor will the governors of provinces, or others in high authority,

commonly yield to any tribunal ; they ail in their governments as dcfpoticaily as the prince

on the throne, till they ate called by him to a feverc account, and punilhed for their mif-

doingsby the bow-ftringi or, if tney efcapcdearh^thcy feldom come off without the lofs of

the-rears, having (heir noftrils flit, being beaten on the back till they arc mure than half

dead, or baftinadoed on the foles of their feet till their nails drop off.

The principal code of laws in ufe among the Pcrlians is the Koran ; from hence all their

rules and maxims are drawn i
and, as tlicy have few other books on religious fubjtdts, and

none on that of law, they are not puzzled with a multiplicity of coiitradiAory authorities

:

indeed, when the prince, or thofe he hat invcfted with authority, (it in Judgment, books

of any kind are but little regarded i
their own opiniont or inclinations, however capricious,

being the only code tUey confult. And in all cafei \irbcre Chriftians are conccrmd this

V



1 68 A.

I

M 7;""-

is a lijppvc>ic<"i)'^'"i<^'t as the law of the prophet Mahomet contains fo many prereptK

o( fivctity agaiiid the Jirdplcsof Chrill, that uiiieft the monarch puifcflcd a dirpeiifing

power, or the pricth and other judges were difpufed to relax confiderably from the rigid

letter of the law, which indeed is the cafe at prefcnt, it would be impolTible for the pro-

fcflbrs of the faith laft-mentioncd toexilt, in a country where they are^not only fubjivt

to be harralTcd and plundered under the fan*5tion of the law, but the followers of Mahu-
nirt arc incited to pcrfecutc thrm as an a£t of religion.

Thi; jiirifdiiflioM of the fpiritual and temporal courts differs fo widely, that there is but

little danger of any difputcs arifuig between them; and indeed thofc whoprcfide in the for-

mer arc fo fcnfiblc that the judges in the latter would in any fuch diiferencc be fuppui ted

and protected by the crown, that they generally take care to fteer clear of any mifundei-

(landing. To the eccl.-fullical courts are left the determination of fuits concerning decd<:,

coninKU, defccnts, luccciTions to eAates, marriages, divorces, and nutters of the like

kind. Thrcivilmagiiiratesarc confined generally to the difcuflion of criniinal matters, and

judging thofe plain cafes where proof is made from the mouths of witncHis, and where

no writing comes in quedion : and their courts always proceed in a fummary way,' and

fini(h the bufinefs in hand at one hearing } wh( reas the judges of the former, in conformity

to the ufage of their brethren of the long robe in Europe, condutft matters more flowly, and

with due folemnity pollpone the conclufion from day today ; which no doubt adds to their

own dignity, though it is attended with fomc inconvenience and great additional cxpencc

to the unfortunate fuiiors. But it feems unluckily to be a maxim a.iiong the lawyers of

moQ eoii!itrics, th;)t the intcred of the client is the lad objctft to be regarded; in preference

to which, an adherence to the flridt letter of the law, however abfurdly or equivocally pen-

ned, or however opprefllvely it may operate in fome inflanccs, and the perfonal advantage

of the minifters of the law, which depends in a great meafurc on this blind obedience to it,

are in the firft place to be ccnfidered.

The debtor is furrendered to the mercy of his creditor, who may treat him with any

cruelty he pleafes, (hort of killing or maiming, his whole eftatc and eftc£ls are alfo at the

fame time delivered to the creditors, and as his wives and children are confidered as part

of his property, they are all liable to be fold, and even the debtor himfelf, if ail the reft

falls fliortof fatisfying the debt; but as the Mahometans are in general highly ambitious

of being confidered as charitable and benevolent, they feldom proceed with all the fcve-

rity whlc'i the '"" '''Imits, but content thcmfelves with holding the debtor in captivity

till they Ii4>c obtained from him the bed terms his fituation will admit, and then lelcafu

him, and reftoic to him his women and family.

Wherever living witncflls can be brouglit to prove a fa(5>, they arc always to be (worn

and ixamined in open court : if nowitnUVi^ can be found, the defendant is allowed to purge

himfelf and deny the fad on oath; and wl) ii an oath is to be .ndminidrrcd cither to witnefs

or party, the Koran is ordered tube brou^iu, and being produced in a clean napkin, the

whole court rife, and the judge taking the book in both his hands, touches his lips and

forehead with itj after which he opens it, and prefenting it to the perfon intended to be

fworn, he lays his hand upon it, touches it with his li|.s, and applies it to his forehead,

declaring
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declaring at the fame time that he will fpcak the whole truth ( ChriAiani an<i Jewi are fwotn

upon the boolcR which refpeAively contain their faith, the former on the evangclift(,an(l the

latter on the books of their prophets; ami the outh is always adminiftercd to pcrfons of thefe

perfuafions by priells of their own religion: the Mahometans will not fwcar thofc of other

religions on the Alcoran, bccaufe they conceive that the touch of an unbeliever wouli

defile that facred book; and they will not themfelves adminiftcr an oath on either of the

l'eftamcnt<i, becaufc they dilTcnt from the belief and doArines contained in them.

By the Pcrfian laws, no lapfe of time is an obOacIc to the recovery of property; a man

may claim bis right at any tima of his life, or his dcfcendants if he has omitted to do it;

iior is any man precluded by his own deed, if he can (hew that any fraud or impofition

vfa% ufcd in obtaining it, or that the matter in quellion was tranfat^cd without a due and

pro(Kr confideration.

The forms of proceeding in the civil courts are fimple. The perfon who conceives him-

fcif aggrieved procures a petition to be drawn, reprcfenting a ftate of the cafe; this be-

ing prcfented to (he judge, he reads it attentively; and if he is of opinion that the com-

plaint is well founded, he orders the defendant to attend, by a note in the margin of the

petition, and fends an officer with the petition and order to bring him immediately into

his prcfence. At the time appointed for hearing the caufe, which is always as fuon as the

party accufcd cm be fuppofcd to have fufficient time for preparing his defence, and col-

lei^ing his witneilcs, both parties are allowed to plead for themfelves, unaffifted by council

:

and as men are fcldum moderate when intereO is at (lake, fo they are frequently fo un-

reafonably loud and abufive to each other, that the judge is not only obliged to interpofe

his authority, but fometimes to exercife it in the admiriftration of a few ftripes, before he

can bring them within the bounds of decency; and when this difcipline hath reduced

them to better order, and the tale of each hath been heard, and the witnelles on each fide

are examined, and crofs-cxaniined by the opponent, the judge, without lofs of time, de-

livers his opinion, which amounts to a definitive fcntcnce.

But when the ladies are admitted to plead, as is generally the cafe, and always when
they fue for divorces, they are fet in a part of the court remute from the audience, and clofely

veiled, and having no apprehen£on; cf faci.;,; cudgelled into order, they urge their griev-

ance!!, which are always ofone particular nature, with fuch energy of fobs and groans, and

with fuch vociferation of argument, that the judge is obliged to determine their caufei with

more than ufual difpatch, to get rid of fuch 'roublefomeand noify fuitors.

Here are no public courts creflcd for the adminiftration of juftice, but each judge has «

hall or divan in his own houfc or garden, where he has no judicial afliilant but a fecre-

tary, who is verfed in the l.iv^ and who always keeps a regiftcr of the caufes, and records

the fcntcnces, and fometimes is called upon hy his principal toadvife him in difficult cafes.

The ciiminiil courts ar; commonly compoCed of three perfons, the prefident of the

roynl divan, the governor of the city, and the nazir or treafurer of the houfliold. And
as ihcic arc no public piifoi.s for offenders, nor any officers to whofe cuftody they

tan liccommitied, they are confinua in the houfc of the judge, before whom they are

i'udcxnmiiv.d, till a court can be convened for their trial, which is generally on the day
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of their apprehenfion, or at fartheft on the following ; anJ the prifoners are either imme-
diately releafed, or executed, according to their merits} in the latter cafe, the fervants of

the judge, in whofe houfe they have been tried, a£i as executioners, and receive a reward

out of the public revenue for this duty, which is generally performed in any field or other

open ground near the place of trial; to which the convidt is no fooner conduced, than he is

directed to kneel, and repeat the articles of his faith; which confift in believing, that

there is but one God, that Mahomet is his prophet, and Ali his friend; and the moment
this declaration is pronounced, the executioner, with two motions, one thrufting for-

ward, and the other drawing back his fabre, efFcdlually difpatches the criminal, by di-

viding his head from his body.

Murderers being convifted of this crime, are not puniflied by the judges ; but they give

notice of this event to the relations of the deceafed, that they may proceed as they think

fit ; and, on this occafion, all the friends of the murdered perfon being convened together,

the cafe is contidered, and a determination is generally taken to demand his blood, which

is feldom denied, unlefs the offender can find means to procure his efcape by bribes to the

fervants, which is no uncommon cafe, or his pardon by the like application to the judges

and the reprefentatives of the deceafed; and he is delivered by the judge to the relations,

with an addrefs expreffing the power which the law has given them over the perfon of the

murderer, and an exhortation to them to remember that God is merciful. The fervants

of ithe judges are then ordered to follow the dire£lions of thefe avengers, and conduct him

to whatever place they appoint; in his way to which he is followed by his perfecutors,

and loaded with curfes, execrations, and blows ; on his arrival at the fatal fpot, he is fur-

rendered by his condudors to thefe incenfed attendants, who generally infiidl on him the

ft,vereft tortures they can invent, in which it is faid even the women belonging to the de-

ceafed will fometimes join, and with their own hands execute vengeance on his devoted

perfon.

Capital ofFences are fometimes puniflied by impaling, burying the offender in the earth

to the head and leaving him to /crifh in that miferable condition, cutting off his limbs

at the joints and fufFering .im to bleed to death, or throwing him ofi^a precipice or fome

high building; and tortures are frequently ufed to extort confeffion, the raoft common of

which are the baftinado on the foles of the feet.

For other crimes they have different degrees of punifhment; Hbufe-breakers are fen-

tcnced to lofe their right-hands, and leiFer thieves and pickpockets are branded in the fore-

head with a red-hot iron; thofe who counterfeit the current coin of the kingdom, for

the firft offence forfeit their right-hands, and for the fecond the offender is tied by his feet

to a camel, and his head hanging down to the ground, his belly is cut open, and his bowels

drawn out and fuffered to fall over his face, and in this condition he is dragged through

theftreets, an ofHcer going before, and proclaiming aloud the nature of his offence; after

a certain progrefs he is hung by the heels to a gibbet, and this fometimes even before he is

dead.

Offences of flill lefs magnitude, fuch as afTaults, abufe cf words, or the like, are

punifhed with fines j and in failure of payment, a certain Aumber of blows, proportioned

to
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«o the nature and extent of the offence, are inflidled on the foles of the culprits feet ; and

the fame punilhment is ufually extended to tradefmen who fell by deficient weights or

meafuresj though thefe latter are in times of fcarcity treated with much more fcvcrity,

fiich offences being then generally expiated by the ofFeiider's death.

For treafon and rebellion, there are no fixed or fettled forms of puniQiment; ofii;nders,

or fuppofed offenders in this way, are at the rr>e.cy of the fovereign, whofe cruelty and

vindictive feverity on thefe occafions, has been defcribcd by modern travellers in fuch

fcencs of horrid carnage and mutilation, as it would ihock the ear of humanity to recapi-

tulate : eyes fcoopcd from the fockets, and pyramids of heads, are fubjetSts too melancholy

to afford entertainment to the reader; and if thefe relations are ftriftly founded on tiuth,

.

we can only lament ^he fatal effects of ambition, and the depravity of human nature.

All the offices of ftate being immediately at the difpofition of the crown, are beflowed

on fuch as can recommend themfelves to the royal favour, by gratifying the ambition, flat-

tering the van* 7, or miniftering to the vices or caprices of the fovereign : and under thefe

circumlfances, it cannot be coi)ceived that much regard will be paid either to the rank,

qualifications^ or virtues of the perfons preferred; on the contrary, it frequently happens

that the loweft an<! mod profligate among the people are appointed to the government of

provinces, whofe conduct is generally fo atrocious, and their rapacity fo infufferable, that

cither the complaints of the people, or the temptation of the wealth they have accumu-

lated, foon draws upon them the vengeance of the throne, and the forfeiture of their heads

brings their treafures int» tiie royal coffers, and makes way for the appointment of a fuc-

ceffor, probably as unworthy as the former; when the choice of the (hah falls accidentally

on a contrary charadfcer, and the governor is content to rule with mildnefs, and gather

riches in moderation, fo that no murmurs reach the throne, nor any reports of wealth

awake it's avarice; he is frequently fuffered to continue in the undifturbed poffeilion of

his ofHce firing life: and inftances have occurred where it has been continued in his ppf-

terity even for generations.

The patents or commiffions of the great officers of ilate, and the governors of provinces,

are fairly written on long rolls of paper or vellum, in very large chara^ers, embelliihed

with gilding, and painte.l flowers and other ornaments : this appointment is generally in-

clofed in an embroidered purfe, and accompanied, as has been before obferved, with a rich

veft to a civil officer, and with a fabre, the hilt of which is enriched with jewels or curi-

oufly wrought, to a military man.

The iirft great minifter of ftate is called athemet doulet, and his office anfwers to that

of grand vizir inTurky: he is a^ually invefted with all the powers of the fovereignty, and
on him the welfare of the (late depends. If this office happens to fall on a man of abilities

and integrity, who executes it with wifdom and ju{lic;.,the tyranny ofthefliahis little felt;

the minifter ftands between him and his people ; and as from the nature of his education

he can himfelf have little knowledge cf public affairs, and the whole government is com-
mitted to this officer, few a£ts of cruelty or feverity can be pradifed by the monarch*

whilft he depends for information on a mild and prudent deputy, aiul adls under his

direction.

,
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There are feveral ranks of military officers, beftdes a general or commander in chief,

who is only created at the commencement of a war, and holds his office during the con-

tinuance of it: the kurchi bafha commands the guards, and other troops which are imme-

diately attendant on the royal perfon ; and the kuller agafi is the general of that military

body which is compofed of the flaves belonging to die crown.

The governors of provinces are of two denominations, beglerbegs and khans ; the for-

mer, the number of whom is generally limitted to three or four, are invefted with fove-

reign powers} fuch as thofe of life and death, difpof^tion of property, and appointment

to offices: they have frequently feveral fuhordinate governors within their jurifdidion,

and are only accountable for their condudi to the throne itfelf, from whence they are in

little danger of reprehei^lon, whilft they mai.itain a good correfpondence with the prime

minifter } indeed, in times of popular commotions, or upon any change of the miniftry,

they are fometimes facriliced to appeafe the f^r-ry of the multitude, to divert the ftorm from

an old noinifter, or to render a new one acceptable to the people.

The khans, or ordinary governors of provinces, have alfo very coniiderable civil and

military authorities; they appoint officers to colle£t, and themfelves receive and remit the

royal revenues ; they preiide in the courts of law and juftice, and command thofe troops

which are raifed and kept within the provinces for their internal defence. :--^f*

In every province there is alfo an officer charged with the very important care of the'

rivers, fprings, fountains, water-courfes, and aqueduds} and with the diftribution of this

jieceflary article of life in equal proportions among the inhabitants : in countries where

the extreme heat renders this fluid of fuch immenfe value, and where it is alfo fo effcntial

to the purpofes of religion, this office may be confidered as a high and confequential truft.

In every department of the ftate, from the throne to the meaneft of it's minifters, the

inferior courts the favour of his fuperior by bribes and prefents : by this mode of applica-

tion, aided by the grofleft flattery, and the meaneft adulation, the firft officer of the ftate

maintains himfelf in bis employment ; and the fame arts are exercifed in a regular chain

of defcent to theloweft officer of the revenue. Nor is this mode of foHcitation confined to

this particular channel } it pervades the current of law and public juftice, perverts right,

and fets the keen edge of oppreffion: even foreigners are obliged to comply with the in-

variable cuftom of purchaling prote&ion from the great; and merchants who would ob-

tain permiffioA to make fale of their goods in the Perfian dominions, muft difpofe of a part

of them in gifts to the beglerbeg or governor, who po^fles the power of granting or re-

fufing their requefts.

The revenues of the Perfian ftate arife from lands, certain regular exaAions by way of

taxes or tribute, from confifcated eftates of difgraced governors and other public officers,

and from free gifts and prefents ofl«red for the purpofe of obtaining favour or pardon for

fome offence, or extorted by violence,! tyranny), and oppreflion.

The whole cultivaitcd land of Pei<iia, which perhaps does not amount to a fixth part

of the extent, feems to bekuig to the crown, fince every private individual who holds

land pays fome annual acknowledgment into the royal coffers, and at the end of a certain

period of time, which is at leaft; once in a century, the poflfcflTors are obliged to make a

X X larger
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larger payment, to Ibcure a future right for another term ; but this payment ii generally

fixed, and feldom or ever exceeds a year's value.

The demefne lands of the crown are divided into two parts} the revenue of the one is

appropriated to the fupport of the civil lift, the payment of the oAkers of ftate, the royat

guards, and the expences of the houfliold j tnat of the other partis applied to difcharge

the falaries of the govei-nors of provinces, their inferior officers^ the provinciar troops,

and fuch other exigencies, as may arife beyond the current expences : after difcharging

thefe feveral claims- on it, the overplus is remitted to the treafury of the ftate ; which is

alfo the cafe when the amount of thofe rents, which are devotedto- the civil lift, exceeds

the expenditure.

The occupiers of the royal lands, as well as thofe of individuals, pay their rents in ths

produce, which is generally fixed' ^t one-third part; fo that the king or other proprietor

of land,. receives the third part of the corn, the third fleece of wool, and 'the third of the

increafe of cattle : but thefe rents are fometimes compounded, and a certain fura of money-

taken in lieu of the whole.

But beiides the rents or produce of the royal demeHies, the fovereign of Perfia draws a;.

vaft revenue from the wafte or uncultivated lands, which are always underftood to belong

exclufively to the crown. On thefe waftes immenfe quantities of cattle are bred and fed^

Vy ihepherds and herdfmen, who have no fixed or fettled habitation,, but living wholly in

tents, wander from province to province,.and from place to place,.in fearch of frelh pafture^

and water for their flocks and herds : thefe uafettkd peafants deliver to officers appointed!

in each diftri£V for that purpofe, the feventh of the young of camels, oxen, buffaloes, afles,

and goats, and the third horfe or mule which is brought forth; and thefe officers account

with the governors of provinces, who generally fell the beafts, and . carry the produce to

their accounts^

From, the water atfo the fhah of Perfia dtftrives a <confiderabIe income : we Have already

obfarved, that officers are appointed to make a regular diftribution- of it>; and thefe officers

are alfo authorized to collet certain fums from each individual, for the ufe of it. Thofe

who do not conform to the Mahometan religion, and therefore do not require it for the

purpofe of religious ablution, pay for eurh houfe an- annual fum, equal to nine or ten {hil-

lings ofour money : the followers of-Mahomet aro more favoured, about twenty^pence-

fterlin^ being required .from thofe who emptby «he water inany trade or bufinefSj and have-

» larger quantity allotted 'to them ; and about half the laft-mentioned^fiim is paid by each-

private houfe-keeper, who only ufes it for houfhold occafions and religious ceremonies.

All mines of metalsand minerals withiathe kingdom of Perfia, and all precious ftones

which are fotnd in thefe dominions, are theexclufive property of the fovereign ;-thOie,

however, who ciuife to work- thefe mines, or -to dig for precious ftontS) may agree with the

crown to render a certain part,.either in fpecie, or of the value.

Perfoas whoare inclined either to build on the royal wafle, ot' t»cultivate any partof

thefe lands, may on paying a certain fum,.-and agreeing for an annual rent, have a grant

-

foe oinety-nine years; and this conftitutes another branch of the revenue: befides which,

.

Iheoccupier of thefe lands, contributes coniiderably to the prefeats which.aie frequently

feat
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ifnt from the provinces to the Perfian court, and which confift of the produce of the

country, fuch as Alk, cattle, grain, and fruit; and thefe prefents amount to fuch vaft

quantities of thefe commodities, and are fo often repeated, that they extend very far in the

maintenance of the king's houfehold : the like offerings are alfo ufually made at ftated

times to the governors of the provinces; and though they are both received under the fpe-

cio'is denomination of free gifts, any negleft in complying with this eftablifhed cuftotn

would produce fuch a reprehenflon as would be very little ihort of a formal demand of them.-

The inland duties on goods brought into Perfia, or carried from it, are low, being ge-

nerally paid by the load; the burden of each camel, mule, ox, or afs, beirg rated at a ccr^

tain fum,^.. without regard to the nature of the merchandize which compofe it : nor are ths

cuftoms and port^ties, the greateft part of which are colledled at Gambroon, much more

confiderable.

But the private revenue of the king is much augmented hy new-year's gifts, a cuftbnt^

which prevails univerfally in the eaft; and though they feem to have been originally in-

tended as tokens of afFe£lion and regard, yet they are by ufe become a kind of tribute ; at

leafl, they may be confidered as peace-ofFerings, to deprecate the wrath, or befpeak the

fkvour'of the mon'^rch; and to anfwer thefe purpofes are generally coftly and magnificent

conftfting of whatever is moft deftrable for liixury or ufe.

Another confiderable part of the royal revenue is produced from the confrfcationt of the

eftates of real or fuppofed flato offenders j and this is a fource from whence the coffers

of the prince are equently replenifhed, as it feems an invariable maxim to let the royal

wrath fall only on . ich as are worth flripping, and whofe rapacity and injuftice, as it hath >

afforded a jufl'caufe of complaint, is very properly the occafion of their punifhment.

Thefe are the ordinary channels through which the wealth of this country fibvcs into-

the hands ofit's (bvereign ; but there is ftill a fund more fruitful than, all thefe, and which.!

exifts in the abfolute and unbounded power of the king and his immediate miniflers, and

is exercifed in /uch a£ls of opprefliun, tyranny, and cruelty,, as to fpare no man whofe

fortunes are the obje£ts of attention, however blamelefs his life or upright his condudl;.

A very extraordinary inflance of the exertion of this power in fqueezing money out of.

individuals, is recorded by the traveller whofe works we have frequently had occafion to >

mention ; and is of fo. lingular a nature, that vrc apprehianda eelatioa of it will enable our

readers to form, a competent idea of this arbitrary and defpotic goveroment:.

During the ufurpation of Nadir Shah, his brother, who was governor of one of the pro^

vinces, had a lame mule, which. he was determined to make the inftrument of his avarice :

to this end, he afked his groom what price the unferviceable beaft would produce ; the

fervant, who fufpedled the defign of the governor by his queftion, determined to- gratify

him,.and replied, *• Two thouiand crowns."^—" A great deal more,'*^ fays the crafty

owner; *^he ought at leaft to bring ten thoufand." And the value being fixed at this

film, the groom, under authority of his mafler, demandied this price for him, of every

citizen and villager in the diflri<St, who he knew or believed to be polFefTed of pro-

perty. As the nature of this requifition was obvious, every individual to whom he ap-

plied, paid afumof money proportioned to bis abilities, to be excufed from making

the.
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the purchafe, or fufFering the baftinado in confequence of a refufal : hy this means (he

ten thoufand crowns were fpccdily raifed; and to compleat the villainous extortion, the

<laft pci-fon to whom he was offered was compelled to accept the miferable bargain for one

hundred and twenty crowns, being fomewhat more than the price of a found mule. Un-
der fuch cxai5^ions, it is not furprizing that the country is depopulated, the lands unculti-

vated, trade annihilated, and the remaining inhabitants equally wretched in circumftances

and difpofitions: when a people have brought themfelves to fubmit to the iron hand of

tyranny, they imbibe a certain portion of the fame fpirit, and though abjedlly mean in

fubmiflic.i to their fuperiors, hold the rod in feverity over their dependants, and enjoy the

only happinefs of which they are capable, in extending to others the wretchednefs of their

own fituation.

Thofe who are employed in the colieAion of the revenue, from the higheft to the lowed,

fleece without mercy or compundlion thofe from whom they are authorized to demand it:

the iirpent neceffity of the ftate is generally the plea for their opprcilion, and indeed a part

of their extortions is actually returned to the public coffers, becaufe their offices are gene-

rally obtained by afTurances of adding to the royal revenue; but the far greater portion of

thefe iniquitous exadtions is divided between thefe opprcffors and the favourites at court«

on whom they depend for protcdlion againft the complaints which fooner or later are car-

ried to the throne, from the wretched fubje£ts of thofe unjull and fraudulent practices.

And this participation generally fcreens the delinquent from punifhment; for the great offi-

cers of flate fo effetJlually prevent all accefs to the fovereign, or pervert the truth by fuch

mifreprefentation, that the fufferers are for the moft part fent away without redrefs, and

expofed to the refentment of their incenfed tax«gatherers : or if the caufes of complaint

are too atrocious to pafs wholly unnoticed, the offender receives a hint from his friend In

power, to be more circumfpeiSl in his future condu£ii an intimation which ferves only to

remind him that his next offence mufl he expiated by a larger bribe, and he is put to the

neceffity of framing new plans of oppreffion, to execute this neceflary purpofe.

On fome occaflons, indeed, where the injury complained of is of a public nature, and

the inhabitants of the whole province are inv^olved in the confequences of it, a deputation

ef fome hundreds of the fufferers is difpatched to petition the monarch : thefe iiirround the

palace gates, and with bitter exclamations demand juftice, tearing their cloaths, covering

their heads with dufl, and rending the air with their cries; till the king, alarmed at this

unaccuflomed application, demands the particulars of their grievances, which are com-

municated to him in the form of a petition, and being referred to the firft minifler, he ge-

nerally affords the complainants fome redrefs, unlefs the of^nder happens to be one of his

own creatures ; in which cafe, the fovereign is aifured that the reprefentations againft him

were without foundation, and the unfortunate deputies return to their conftituents, not

only without relief, but with a full affurance that the miferies they have hitherto groaned

under will be aggravated to the utmoft extent of malice and -revenge.

But if the colle£kors of the royal revenue ihouldfo far forget their duty and their intereft,

as to attempt a fraud againft the crown, and (hould ftop or embezzle any part of thofe

idutie^, tributes, or cuftoms, which ought to pafs into the public coffers j this fpecies of

Peculation
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peculation never paflTes unpuniflied: no intereft can then divert thcftorm, but the unfaith-

ful ofHcer lofeshis head without trial or examination ; and the fortunes which hehasamafled

by this combination of fraud and folly, are confifcatcd and fold to make good the dif-

covcred deficiency, and atone for a much larger, which is in thofe cafes always fuppofcd to

have efcaped detection.

When any public officer in the provinces, or in particular a governor, is recalled to the

capital, (for neither is at 1" jcrty to quit his appointment, without cxprefs pcrmifllon) he

mud not prefume to enter the palace, but waiting at the gate tilii his arrival can be an-

nounced to the king, he folicits leave to proflrate himfelf before the throne : if he obtains

this favour, he is tolerably fure of being well received; but if his requeft is denied, the

refufal is generally fignified by the executioner, who at the fame time demands his head.

As the empire of Perfia has for many years pail: been involved in intcftine wars, the me-

tropolis has fcldom been the feat of government, but the court has been kept for the mod
part in the camp ; the Perfian monarch, or rather ufurper, for the time being, depending

wholly on the military for his fupport on the throne, and finding it unfafe to leave his

army even for an hour, left fome competitor might, like himfelf, ftart up among the offi-

cers, and aided by the charms of novelty, and the inftability of popular afFedlion, fupplant

him in his abfence, and mount the throne, even in the fhort interval of an almoft momen-
tary vacancy.

The fize of the camp muft of neceffity be proportioned to the number of troops, and

the fituation and nature of the ground; but it is always marked with a certain degree of

regularity. In the center of the front is the ground allotted for the royal encampmer. ,

which confifts of an avenue of confidcrable breadth, formed by two rows of tents; thofe

on one fide being employed as guard- rooms, and thofe on the other being appropriated to

the bufinefs of the chancery and other civil concerns. At fome diflance beyond this

avenue is a pavilion, where the fhah ufually receives foreign ambafTadors, and gives au-

dience to fuch of his own fubjedls as he admits to his prefence: this pavilion is of an ob-

long form, and has three fupports, on each of which is a gold ball by way of ornament,

and to diftinguifh this tent from the others ; the outfide covering is of cotton cloth, and
it is generally lined with filk, and the floor covered with carpets. The walls or fides of this

tent are generally double, with fuch a fpace between the two as to admit of the attendants

pafTmg round it, when they have occafion to go to the apartments appropriated to waiting

rooms, for fuch perfons as folicit admiffion to the royal prefence, and which arc fttuate at

the back part of the pavilion of audience. The pivilion itfelf is generally left open in

front, and in cold weather it is warmed with pans of charcoal ; and before this opening,
all fuch officers as have fuits to prefer to the throne, or are brought before the prince as

delinquents; the former attend to receive permifTion to make their applications, the latter

to await their fates, thofe being under the guard of proper officers, who prevent their

attempting to efcape by holding them faft by the arms.

Still farther behind are the fhah's eating and fleeping rooms^ and oth?r private apart-

ments; thefe are occafionally lined with pannels of India lacquered-warcj for warmth and

Y y privacy:
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Wh'?n the camp is intemlcd to be moved, one of the royal ftandards is prcvloufly taken

down, and erefttd on the fpot where the new camp is intended to be formed, bcinj^ carried

thither under a guard, and accompanied by another fet of tents belonging to the fliah and

his great ofllcers, which arc pitched and ready for their reception before thofc in the former

encampment are taken down, thofe being left (landing till all the tents of the army are

Oruck, and the fhah fomeclmcs remaining in them an hour or two after all the troops have

marched; notwithdanding which, he generally rides fu cxpcditioufly as to join them before

they reach the defined ground, though he is encumbered with fifty or fixty women, and as

many eunuchs, who on thefe occafions always keep near his pcrfon : the monarch is pre-

ceded by a number of running footmen and other harbingers, who warn all other travellers

to get out of the way, and enforce thefc commands with fuch exertions of authority, as

frequently prove fatal to thofe who are either fo unfortunate or imprudent as not to obey

this fummons on the firft notice.

On thefe journies the ladies are generally mounted on white horfes, which they beftride

like men, like whom they alfo wear great coats, but are diftinguifhed from them by linen

veils, which eiFe£lually cover their faces ; the Tick females, and the women flaves or atten-

dants, are conveyed in fuch machines as we have already defcribed in a former part of this

work, hung on each fide a camel, and covered with fcarlet or crimfon cloth; in which

manner alfo the whole haram is conveyed from place to place when the fliah himfclf does

not accompany their removal. The wives and concubines of inferior perfons are mounted

on camels, horfes, or mules, but are covered from head to foot with white veils.

The horfe furniture of the fhah is defcribed to be of fuch immenfe value, as almod to

exceed belief; travellers have mentioned four fets, one enriched with pearls, another witli

rubies, a third with emeralds, and the fourth with diamonds, all of them of anadoniHungfizc,

and many of them as large as pigeons eggs ; but the iuftre of thefe jewels is obfeured by

the barbarous tafte in which they are fet, the workmanfliip being fo execrably clumfy, as

to bury one half the ftones in the furrounding metals j nor are they difpofed in fuch order,

or mixed With fuch art, asto exhibit their beauties to advantage.

Nor is this fuperb furniture confined to the fovercign only, all the officers of rank are pro-

portionably expenfive, their bridles, faddles, arms, and accoutrements-, being all ornamented

with plates, chains, and ftuds of gold or Silver; a fafhion which is encouraged and counte-

nanced by the prince, perhaps from motives df policy, and to have as much of tn*; riches

of his fubjedls as poflible immediately within his reach.

It is not eafy to defcribe the military cftablifliment of this country, a militia always re-

maining within the provinces we have already mentioned; the other troops are cavalry of

two kinds, amounting together to about thirty thoufand, the greater part of which are com-
pofed of foreigners and their defcendants, and the remainder confift of renegadoes fropi

Georgia, and flaves of different nations : the infantry, to the amount of about fifty thoufand

men, are recruited among the peafantry in the different provinces of the kingdom; but the

numbers both of horfe and foot are altogether uncertain, and depend on the exigencies of
the ftate, either on account of foreign wars or inteftine commotions; indeed, whon various

competitors contend for the throne, difterent armies are kept on foot, by the feveral parties,

and
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netratc Into the ftill inhabited oart, they prailifo the fame methods of reiuK-ring it incom-

modious, deftroying every pr iduftion of the earth, and driving before them the inhabitanti

and theireffef^s into the interior parts of the icingdom. Nor arc thefe menfures, fo deftruc-

tive to the invaders, attended with fuch fatal confeqiifnces to the pcafants as might be ap-

prehended} for bcii.g moftly fliepherds and herdfmen, the place of their exiftence is indiffe-

rent to them, fo as they can find pafture for their flocks and herds; and the fev fettled inha-

bitants who have accuftomed themfelves to cultivate the ground, arc generally reimburfcd

for the fufpenfion of their labour, and the lofs of the fruits of it, by the fpoiis and remain*

of the retreating army, who no fooner depart than the routed villagers return to their for-

mer places of fcttlement, rebuild their houfes, and in a very fliort time the face of the coun-

try realfumes it's accuftomed appearance.

The eflablifhed religion of the Perfians is that of Mahomet, but they differ in fome points

of faith from the Turks; to the other articles of the Mahometan creed, they add that,** AH
** is the friend of God :" this favourite of the Perfians was, as has already been obfcrved, the

nephew and fon-in-law of the prophet; and having explained fome palTages in the Koran

differently from Omar, his dodtrines were embraced by the Perfians, who hold the Turks

and other followers of Omar in great contempt and hatred.

They acknowledge that the law of Mofes was the great guide to tin. I'ervice of God be-

fore the birth of Chrifl, who they alfo admit to have been a prophei froiii heaven, but afiert

that his miffion was fuperfeded by that of Mahomet, and that the gofp Is now extant arc

fpurious works; a book which had been written by Chrift himfelf, and whicli contained a

pcrfe6l account of 'he religion he taught, being taken to heaven by the angel Gabriel, and

exchanged for the Koran, which was delivered to Mahomet, to be by him promulgated as

the on!) irue code of divine laws and precepts. The Perfians deny the crucifixion of

Chrift, and contend that as our blefled Saviour was carrying his crofs to the place of execu-

tion, he was exchanged by the Almighty power for Judas, his betrayer; who being tranf*

formed to his likenefs, fuffered death in his ftead, whilft he himfelf was tranllated to the

regions of glory.

Their hiftory of the creation Teems to be borrowed from the book of Genefis, but is fo

blended with fable, metaphor, and allegory, as to have loft that beautiful fimplicity which

in the writings of Mofes is fo eminently confpicuous; but the Perfians infift that the fouls

of all mankind were created long before the exiftence of the world, and have remained ready

to animate fuch bodies as the Almighty fhould dire£l them to enter: and this opinion ac-

counts for the prevalence of the doctrine of tranfmigration of fouls.

Their accounts of the rebellion in heaven are fomewhat more rational than thofe of the

Turks; they fay, that on the firftdifobetlience of the evil fpirits, they were fubdued by the

good, and brought captives to heaven, from wiience they had fled, and where this offence was

pardoned:^ but that when God had created nun, they difobeyed a fecond time, and were

then abandoned by the Almighty, and caft from heaven into thofe regions which became a

hell or place of torment, from their own reflexions, and thedefpair of ever regaining their

loft happincfs. They defcribe the.compofition of angels, both good and evil, as a mixture

of light and firej and allowing in this way a diftindtion of foul.and body, they argue that the
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latter, though it is aerial, may be To condenfed as to become vifible; a fpecies of philofophy

which feems much more reconcileable to faith than to reafon.

Their attachpnent to the memory of Alt is carried fo far, that fome of the moftenthuflaAic

among the Perfians pretend that he did not die, but was translated from earth to heaven,

where he remains, till by the Almighty difpenfation he ibail at a certain time return to this

terreftrial globe, and extend his do£lrines to every part of it.

As the Turks proclaim their hours of prayer from their fteeples, fo the Perfian priefts or

inferior officers do the like from the tops of the mofques, fometimes only Hngly, but on the

fabbalh or other feftivals, ten or a dozen voices unite in this publication; and keeping exad
time Jn thefe vociferations, they are heard at an almoft incredible dillance.

The calls to prayer are nearly in the fame forms of words as are ufed on like occafions in

Turky, only that they add to the name of Mahomet that of Ali, and exhort the hearers to

perform that duty, which Mahomet and Ali, the moft perfect of created beings, have

commanded : and they generally clofe this exhortation with fome paflages from the Koran,

and a fevere curfe againft Omar.
The Perflans entertain a belief that the happinefs of departed fouls may be increafed

by the prayers and fupplications of the living, yet they do not admit of any muediation ; nor

do they ever apply to their prophet Mahomet, or to Ali his friend, for their interceflions with

the Supreme Being, being of opinion that their folicitations would be Co far from reach-

ing them, that they are keptrtn profound ignorance of what palTes on earth; only that God,

on fome particular occafions, communicates to them fuch intelligence of the proceedings in

this world, as may afford them fatisfadiion, and confer on them additional happinefs.

They are ftill more exaft than moft other Mahometans in their preparations for adh of

devotion, taking great care to diveft themfelves of all exterior ornaments, and to lay afide

every thing which might be fuppofed to inipire them with the fmalleft degree of pride, fuch

as their purfes, feals, rings, fabres, l^nives, and' other weapons; they alfo on fuch occafions

forbear to wear the furr or fkin of any beaft which is deemed unclean by the law of their pro-

phet; and they not only wafh before they pray, but purify themfelves by combing the hair

of their beards, and adjufting their dreffes; and for thefe purpofes they carry their combs and

si fmall looking glafs in a little piece of carpeting, which alfo contains the beads with

which they count their prayers, and a fmall quantity of clay, on a bit of which, about the

fize of a crown piece, they place their foreheads when they prgftratc themfelves to the

earth.

They have a particular guard on then»felves never to mention the name of God but upon

facred occafions; a regulation well worthy the imitation ofChriftians, many ofwhom are too

apt to.ufe it prophanely, and moft too lightly.

Befides the fafts, which the Perfians obferve as ftrifl^ly as other Mahometans, they have

alfo certain religious feftivals, particularly one in remembrance of Abraham's intended

facrifice of his fon Ifaac; and another commemorating the martyrdom of Hofiein and Haflein,

two of their imaums, or priefts ; the former is celebrated by killing a goat or flieep in fome

retired place, diftant from the city, at day-break} and diftributing the flefli among the poor;

of the latter we Oiall fpeak hereafter.

There
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There is alfo in moft great towns, and in camps, when they dre couAderable, an annual

£icri£ce of a camel, which at Ifpahan is ufually performed in the following manner.

A number of people having aflemblcd at the gates of the royal palace on the firft day of

the month of Zilhah, the day dedicated to the commencement of this ceremony, one of

the king's camels is brought out to them, which they immediately drefs with ribbands and

garlands of flowers ; and the beail being preceded by a band of mufic, is led through this

principal ftreets of tiie city, a great concourfe of people fallowing it, and joining in loud

cxpre/nans of fatisfadtion : at every great man's door they ftop, and receive a contribution

in money, or are entertained with provifions and liquors ; and if, for the gratification of

the ladies curiofity, he is taken into the houfe, and (hewn in the haram, his attendants'

are rewarded with an addition to the accultomed bounty ; and this proceflion is repeated*,

every day till the icth of the month, when the facrifice is to be made.

On this day the devoted camel is brought to a field near the city, which is appropriated;

to this ufe, and where the king fomctimes appears in perfon, attended by his great officers

and courtiers, all richly drefTed and ornamented with their choicefl jewels, and whatever

may add to the fplendor of the ceremony : here the poor beafl is compelled to lie on his

belly, in which pofture he is fecured by ropes, the king and his train flanding on one fide,

and a number of priefts on the other, whilfl one of the latter firfl inflifls a wound on the

camel's fhoulder, and another fevers his head from his body with a fabre, and prefents it

to the fovereign, the body being divided into as many parts as there are diflriiSis or wards

in the city or town where the facriflce is made; the feveral portions are carried off with

great rejoicing by the inhabitants of the diflrifts, and conveyed to the houfes of the fe-

veral perfons, one in each ward, who are intitled to the privilege of receiving and di-

ftributing the facred ficih } for which purpofe, feafls are made by the heads of thefe fa-

milies, the provifions for which are furnifhed by the contributions of the other inhabitants,,

who in return receive fmali morfels of the holy camel, which was facrificed the preceding

year, and which is always preferved in fait till the new facriflce takes place. Thofe who
alEfl ar the facrifice partake of the feafl, and are alfo gratified with little pieces of the pre-

cious viand, which they fubdivide among their friends and acquaintance; fuch as can'

obtain a taflc of it promifing themfelves numerous bleffings,. and unufual profperity, in'

the fucceeding year.

The feftival celebrated in commemoration of the deaths or martyrdom^ of HofTein and

'

HafTein, alfo lafls ten days : the accounts the Perfians give of thefe patriarchs are, that the

former fighting with the caliph of Damafcus, who contended for the empire, was defeated

in battle, and obliged to fly into a defart near Babylon, where his purl'uers overtook him,

and he fell covered with wounds, and endeavouring to fecure the retreat of his broken

army. HafTein they defcribe as a brother of Hoflein, who was flain in the fame war.

During this feflival, or fafl, (for it is rather a feafon of folemnity than mirth) thofe who
keep it with the ftridlnefs enjoined by the priefls, neither bathe or (have their beards;

they cautioufly avoid fetting out on a journey or engaging in any matter of confequence;

no found of mufica! inflrument is heard in the flreets, and elderly perfons and devotees

appear with their cloaths rent, their faces blacked, and with all the marks of horror in

their
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their countenances, crowds of people patroie the ftreets from fun-rife to fun-fet, fome half

nalced, fome ftained with blood, and fome covered with armour, brandiOiing naked fabres,

and exhibiting fignsof diftradlion : others afFe£l to be ready to drop with faintnerfs,and with
all the appearance of anguiOi and diftrefs, repeat the names of HoiTein and Haflein m fran-

tic exclamation ; and hang their tongues out of their mouths in token of that extremity of

thirft which they fay the former of thefe patriarchs experienced in the defart. Ifthey

meet an unbeliever in the ftreet, they utter a curfe againft Omar, which the other muil
repeat, or he will hardly efcape being ill-treated} altars are ere£led at the corners of the

ftreets, and ftages inclofed with rails, on which are expofed various arms and inftrumcnts

of war; in the night the ftreets are illuminated, and preachers in different places recount

th^ life and adions of Hoflein from his birth to his death, at the mention of which they

utter bitter lamentations, and fall into fuch paroxifms of grief, as if the tragedy they

commemorate was then atEling before their eyes. Towards the clofe of the feflival, their dif-

courfes generally turn on the piety and refignation of Hoflein ; to exemplify which they

relate, that legions of angels attended him, and offered to fupport and alTift him ; and that

one of thefe beneficent fpirits, in the figure of a hermit, brought him a cup of water, and

folicited him to drink it ; but that HofTein, though he was perifhing with thirft, refufed to

tafte it, declaring, as he knew he was devoted to die under thefe diftreftcs, he fliould not

attempt to counteract the Divine will ; and to convince him that this determination arofe

from a fincere fubmiflion to the difpenfations of Heaven, he touched the earth with his

finger, and drew from it a ftream of water, with which however he refufed to quench the

thirft of which he was then periihing. During tWi\ feftival, the rich place veflels of wa-

ter and ice at their doors, and perfons to fupply all that pafs with thefe articles, that no

one may endure thirft; large quantities of provifions are diftributed to the poor, and all

their neceflities are relieved; and public tables are kept at the expence of the prince, for

the entertainment of the preachers,. and all others who bear any part in the public ceremo-

nies, which confift, befides thofe already mentioned, in proceilions of chariots and other

open machines, .pageants e^cpreffive of fome of the circumftances of Hoflein's death, and

biers on which the wounded bodies of him and his brother are reprefented ; the whole cal-

culated to keep afoot that animofity which has for feveral centuries prevailed between the

followers o"" Ali and thofe of Omar, and which feems rather to be derived.from religious

bigotry. ';.- from any views of policy, as fome writers feem to imagine.

^ . perftition of the Perfians we have already mentioned ; they attribute all extraor-

J> ...y accidents and circumftances to invifible agents, who they apprehend are permitted

to govern all their actions, and diredt their concerns ; fo that they have recourfe to charms

and incantations to avert the evils which they dread from the difpleafure or malice of

thefe aerial minifter^, inftead of exercifing the reafon with which they are endowed to

avoid impending misfortunes, or render the weight of them iefs grievous; and this fuper-

ftition may be in a great meafure attributed to their religion, which teems with fantaftic

abfurdities, and monftrous fables, the metapho.i?'>l or allegorical meaning of which is

little underftood even by the doi^ois, and ftill Iefs by the multitude.

JFor
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For the maintenance of the religbus of the Mahometan religion^ and the repairing and

teautifying the mofques, certain lands have been from time to time appropriated by the

fovereigns of Perfia, and the gifts and bequefts of other pious perfons, which together amount

to a competent provifion for thefe purpofes
J and thefe lands are held fo facrcd, that the

produce of them is exempted from thofe taxes and tributes with which the property of lay

perfons is charged in contribution to the royal revenue.

But there are alfo many other religions tolerated in Perfia, fuch as feveral fe£ls of

Chriftianity, and that of the Gaurs or Gebers, who are worlhippers of fire : of the

tenets, practices, rites and ceremonies, of moft of the former, we have already given

copious accounts among the religions prevalent in Afian Turky, under the denomina-

tions of Armenian, Georgian, and Greek Chriftians } one other fedl appears in Perfla,

the profefTors of which ftile themfelves Chriftians of St. John, or Sabean Chriftians ; of

thefe a conftderable number are faid to inhabit the fliores of the Perfian Gulph, their

written code is aftrangc jumble of Chriftianity and Mahometanifm, though they pretend to

have loft the original book on which their ftrange faith is grounded ; according to their pre-

fent fyftem, they deny the divinity of Chrift, allowing him to have been an infpired pro-

phet only, yet they reverence the crofs even to adoration, though they fcem in all other

points to prefer St. John the Baptift to him whofe fufferings could alone fandlify it.

Of the Gaurs or Gebers the following feems to be the beft account which can be col-

le&fA from the different travellers who have endeavoured to procure intelligence on this

fubjeft.

This religion originated in PerHa, from whence great part of it's profeflbrs were driven

into India on the introdui^ion of the do6lrines of Mahomet, and where they are ftill com-

monly called Perfees. It is faid to have been eftabliflied by Zoroafter, who is reputed to

have lived in the reign of Hyftafpes, four or five centuries before Chrift; though othe s

maintain that two philofophers of the fame name exifted at very diftant periods, the latter

fix hundred years after the former, and confequently after the promulgation of the Gofpel

of Chrift ; and that this fecond Zoroafter found the do6trincs of his predecefTor and name-

fake fo obfcured by errors and impurities, that he gave them a general review, purged the

religion of it's drofs, reftored it to it's ancient purity, and added many material points by

way of explanations or additions.

But it is of little importance whether the religious eftablifliment of which we treat

took place at an earlier or later period, or was the work of one philofopher or two, ftnce

it is certain that many of the dodlrines had been received long before the exiftence of either

of the Zoroafters, and at fo early an zra as to go beyond any traces either written or tra-

ditional.

The do6trines of this religion feem to confift chiefly in three points ; the exiftence of

a Supreme Being, the nature of this Being, and the immortality of the fouls of men.

As to the two firft, they mi.intain that there is only one God, felf-created and exifting

from and to all eternity; and they attribute to this Being, wifdom, juftice, mercy, and

power : they allow of two principles aiSling upon all creation, one to evil, and the other

to good purpofes ; and by a natural combination of ideas, governed by reafon only, they

J A reprefent



i86 A.



PERSIA. 187

By the profeflbrs of this religion, who are in general very inoffenflve in their lives and

manners, and their morals lefs corrupt than thofe of any other natives of the eaft.

The drefs of the Gaurs differs in fome refpefls from the other Perflans, for they wear

hats fomewhat refembling thofe of Europeans, and fhort clofe vefts } and they neither cut

their hair or (have their beards. They feek no other learning t'lan the knowledge of their

own faith; nor are many of them merchants, manufadurers, or mechanics, their princi-

pal employments being agriculture and gardening : and as they always intermarry among

each other, and their numbers do not increafe in any conflderable degree, they are permit-

ted to regulate themfelves by their own laws and cuftoms, without interruption from the

Mahometan Perdans, though fome of the latter are diametrically oppofite to the dodlrins

of Mahomet; for thefe people abftain from no common animal food, except the flefli of

cows, bulls, or oxen, and indulge moderately in wine and other ftrong liquors : they

allow only one wife, and are enemies to concubinage and divorces, except only in cafes

of barrcnnels ; w^en, after nine years, f-he hu.fband is at liberty to put away his wife, and

marry another.

About ten miles from Baku, a city .ituated in the north of Pcrfla on the Cafpian Sea,,

where there is a good harbour and a conflderable trade, is the everlafting fire, as it is call--

ed by the Gaurs, who refort to the fpot to pay their devotions, as often as conveniency

will permit. This fire iffues from a cleft of a dry rock, about two yards in length, and

one in breadth, which emits a conftant flame, in colour and appearance fimilar to that of

fpirits burning in a lamp : this flame fometimes only jufl appears from the mouth of the

aperture j but when the wind blows, rifes to the height of feven or eight feet, but does

not fcem to afFe£l the rock either by changing the colour, or confuming the fubftance of

it. If a cane or tube of paper be thrufl an inch or two in the ground, at any place within

one or two hundred yards of this opening in the rock, a like flame will ifTue through it,,

and continue to burit-without injuring the cane or paper, if the edges are covered with

damp earth or cUy, till it is blown out or otherwife purpofely extinguifhed ; and thofe

who inhabit this fpot, not only fupply their dwellings with light in this way, but drcfs

their provifions over feveral of thofe little emiflions of fire, drawn from the ground within,

the compafs of their pot or other veffel for boiling ; and" to corroborate the afTa ranees

which have been always givet: by the G^turs that thefe Ares are purely natural, and wholly

unaffifted by arr, a traveller of credit aflTerts, that if a fmall portion of the furfacc of the

earth be removed any where within the diflance whith we have above defcribed, and a quick,

coal of fire is applied to the place, that part of the ground will immediately take fire and

burn till it is covered up with other earth; notwithflanding which, the particular fpot will

neither appear to be diminifhed in fubftance, or altered in quality; but both the flames

from the aperture in the rock and tub«6 of wood or paper, and thofe which arife from

thus firing the earth, have a very flrong bituminous or fulphureous fmell.

In the neighbourhood of this ipot a number of pilgrims or devotees ufually refide, under

fome lehgious vow, which they obferve by holding either their heads or fome of their

limbs in one fixed form or pofture. either for a certain fpace of time, or duiing their whole

lives } thefe wrenched obje^s are conftdered as perfons of great fan^ity, and their prayers

at*-.-
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are reputcJ to bo efficacious as well on behalf of others as themfelves, on which account

they levy confiderable contributions on fuch vifitants of this facred fpot, as are inclined to

commute for their fins, rather than facrifice their eafc to the expiation of them. Thcfe

devotees, however, afFed an appearance of great abftemioufnefs, living wholly on vegetables,

flceping on the earth, and wearing no other cloaths than decency requires ; they mark cer-

tain charadters on their foreheads with ochre or faffron, and venerate a red cow to fuch a

dcgre;, that they almoft pay it divine honours.

Thefe Gaurs or Perfees do not bury their dead, but expofe the carcafes to be devoured

by the vultures and other birds of prey. For this purpofe, they chufe a fpot ofground near

the city they inhabit, and inclofe it with a high wall; in the centre is a deep pit, to which

the ground flopes on every fidej on thefe declivities they place the dead bodies, fo that as

they putrify, the moiflure may drain oft* into the refervoir beneath. It is impoifible to con-

ceive a fight more fhocking than that of this open charnel-houfe, which is the conftaiit

refort of thofe carnivorous fowls that delight in human flefli, of which fome kinds arc

fdid to be fo fond, that they will fit in the wind's way, and enjoy the fcent after they have

.been fatiated with feeding on it.

Before we difmifs the fubjedt of religion, we muil not omit to mention a fedl tolerated

in Perfia, whofe faith feems to be neither that of the Mahometans, Chriftians, Jews, or

Gaurs, but a kind of compound of the whole, as they conform occafionally to the rites and

ceremonies of each, but have a fyltem of religious dodlrines peculiar to themfelves. They
.aiFeiSl to be capable of totally governing or quieting all their paifions, and to fubmit fo

complcatly and entirely to the will of God, as to receive the reward of thefe facrifices, by

a total exemption from mental pain and anxiety, even in this life, and a kind of foul -re-

frcfhing infpiration, the pleafure of which they compare to cooling breezes paffing over a

heated human body. They recommend the moral virtues, which they reprefent as confid-

ing in friendftiip, gratitude, liberality, truth, mildnefs, and equality of temper and difpo-

fition; and as they attest to be peculiarly exatSl in the exterior performance of all the

focial duties, they appear to be an harmlefs, inofFenfive, and agreeable people.

Among the antiquities of this kingdom of Perfia, thofe which have principally attraded

the notice of travellers, and which claim our firft attention, are the ruins of Perfepolis,

once a great, flourifiiing, and magnificent city, but which was facrificcd to the wild caprice

of a courtezan by Alexander the Great, whofe chara£ler as a conqueror is fo fullied by

ads of barbarian cruelty and wanton mifchief, as to leave no other excufe than that of

madnefs, with which, from a variety of circumflances, he appears to have been evidently

tindlured.

The remains of this city are fituated in a long, but narrow plain; well watered, fertile,

and populous, at about the diftance of ten leagues from Schiras ; they appear at prefent in

the form of an amphitheatre, and are encompafied at fome diftance by a chain of hills of

the fame figure.

The building which is defcribed as the palace of Darius, but was undoubtedly the

refidence of many other of the ancient kings of Perfia, is now among the inhabitants

known by the name of Chil-manor, or i'hil-minar> words which import, tbt boufe offorty

pillarti
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fTltan, lies at the foot, or rather the declivity of a mountain, and the walls on three of it's

fides are yet (landing; it appears to have extended near eighteen hundred feet in front from

north to fouth, and one of the fldes from eaft to weft meafures upwards of eleven hundred

feet; the walls are compofed of a kind of black marble, poliflied on the furface, and the

ftones or blocks of a fize fo immenfe, as to render it a matter of aftoniihment how a people

little acquainted with the mechanic powers, could bring them to thj fpot and raife them

to their places, fome of which are at prefent twenty-four feet from the ground ; and as a

confiderable part of thefe walls appears to hav£ funk into the ground, the building mult

originally have been much more elevatedu

Between the middle and northern end of the front, a ftair^cafe upwards of forty feet wide

at the bottom, carries you by two winding flights o'' fteps, one turning to the right and

the other to the left, to a grand terrace or platform, which the ftupendous wall already de-

fcribed feems calculated to fupport, and which extends the length of the front walls, and

backwards till it joins the adjacent mountain; the fteps of thefe ftairs are about four inches

high and fourteen broad, and are now only fifty-five in number towards the north, and

fifty-three to<.^rds the fouth, though they were unqiieftionably once equal. At the foot

ef this double flight is another fingle one extending near twenty yards, and from the pave-

ment on which the three land, is another fingle flight, twenty-five yards in width, corre-

fponding with thofe below, and leading with a noble efFe£l to the great entrance of the

palace.

At the diftance of about forty feet from the landing-place of the laft flight of fteps are

two magnificent portals, and on pilaftersor columns within are two figures in bas relief,

each near fourteen feet in height, and twenty-two in length meafuring from the fore legs

to the hind : thefe figures have fufFered exceedingly, both the faces and the limbs being in

a great meafure defaced ; the breafts and fore-feet appear to have projected very conftderably

from the columns, and in one face the ftair-cafe, in the other the back of the building,

or mountain. The height of one of the portals is thiity-nine feet, and that of the other

only twenty-eight.

The two columns which ftand between the portals, on bafes five feet in height, rife

fifty-four feet above them, and are fourteen in circumference, though the bafes are princi-

pally covered with earth; the columns themfelves are tolerably well preferved, with refpedt

to the capitals and other ornaments; the remains of two others, which appear to have for-

merly ftood between thefe and the portals, lie fcattered about in broken pieces, fome wholly

on the furface, and others half buried*

To the fouthward of thefe portals, and at about the diftance of fifty-two feet, is a

water bafon of curious conftrudlion, being fcooped out of a fingle ftone of fuch enormous
bulk, as to admit of a cavity of twenty feet long, and feventeen feet fix inches broad ; it

ftands on a bed raifed upwards of three feet from the furface of the floor, and is perfedlly

polifhed both within and without; and from this bafon to the northern wall, which is near

fifty yards in length, only part of the ihaft of a column is diftinguifhable among the ruins

and heaps of ftones, which almoft cover the ground : this column docs not appear to have
been fluted Hike thofe before defcribed.

3 B South
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South of the portal's above>nientione(l, are two flights of fteps ftill afcending, one eaft<

ward, the other weftward; they are partly buried in the earth, but appear to have refembled

thofe already noticed ; towards the upper part, the wall is enriched with foliage, and orna-

mented with the figures of a lion and ahull in. bas relief,, larger than the life} the former

is rcprefented in the a£l of tearing the latter to pieces :. about the middle of the wall are

fome fmaller figures lefs diftint^.

At the foot of this ftair_cafe a wall extends fifteen yards towards the wcftern front, the

whole fpace being upwards of twenty-two yards ; this is adorned by three rows of figures,

with characters interfperfed ; among the former are thofi: of a lion tearing an afs, which,

is reprefented with a fingle liorn in the middle of his forehead ; thefe figures are not quite

three feet in length, and there are others fttJl fmallei and more defaced, on other parts of

this wall.

The fleps lafl-mentioned, lead to an entrance into a large open court, paved with ftones

of confiderable fize ; here are two rows of columns, each fix in number, and placed at the

diftance of twenty-two feet and fome inches from each: other„but no one of them is entire j.

eight pcdeflals alfo appear^ and the- ihattered remains of fome others;, feventy feet diflant

from thefe were once fix other ranges of pillars, containing the fame number in each range,

and placed at the lilce diftance from each other as thofe jufl defcribed; feven of thefe latter

femain entire, and the bafes of all the others j, and at about twenty-four yards from the lafl

row of thefe columns arc five more, left flanding out of twelve, which compofed two rows'

of fix in each } thefe lafl are towards the weft, fronting the flair-cafe, and the ground is

l^rewed with fragments of thofe which are demolifhed, and of the fculpture which orna-

mented their capitals; between them are camels kneeling, in high relief;, and on the top

of one of the columns is another of thefe beafts in the fame pofture..

As you proceed towards the eaft, a variety of broken portals, pafTages,. entrances, and

ruins, prefcnt themfelves; fome of them, and in particular the inner part of the portals,

ornamented in bas relief with different figures : thefe ruins are extended near three hundred'

feet from eaft to weft,, and almoft four hundred from north to fouth, and are equally diftant

from the columns and the mountain, being aboutone hundred and eighty feet from each;

the remains of fev«nty-fix columns occupy the centre of thefe ruins, the entablatures of>

nineteen being ftill fupported ;. the (haft of each column is compofed of four flones, befides

thofe which form the bafes and capitals.

To the fouthward of thefe remains, and diftant from them about forty yards,, an edifice

fltuate on a hill rifes higher than all the reft. The wall which compofes the front of this

building is formed of one ftngle row of ftones, fome of which are however eight feet deep,,

arJ extends from eaft to wefl thirty-eight yards, being, pcrfedly plain, and unornamented.

In the middle of this front wall was once a ftair-cafe with two flights of fteps, the ruins of

which remain, and the fides were adorned with.feveral figures, which are now chiefly de-

faced. The other parts of the building, appear to have been principally large and fmall

portals,, all which are now deftroyed ; one, which feemstohave been the largeft,. meafures

five feet in width, and five feet two inches in depth; and twotowards the north, appear t<y

have had three windows or Mches, which are now walled up; and. beneath, are figures of

one
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one man* and two women, viilble from the knees upward, the legs and feet being buried in

the earth. Under another of thefe gates is a man holding a lion by the mancj and all thefe

figures are executed in bas relief: towards the fuuth one of the portals has four windows

dill open, each eleven feet high with the cornice, and five feet fix inches wide, and of tha

fame depth as the grand portals on the firft platform ; this gate is ornamented with two

human figures, one on each fide, with tiaras on their heads, and each attended by two

females, one of whom holds a kind of umbrella over the head of the male; within are

three niches infcribed with old Perfian characters, purporting that, " Strength is derived

«« from God alone.'*

To the weftw/rd (land two uncovered gates; within one, two men are reprefented con-

tending with a bull, which is only furniflied with afingle horn in the middle of it's fore-

bead, which one of the men grafps with his left-hand, whilft he ftabs the bead with a

dagger which he holds in his right} and within the other gate, one man appears fighting in -

nearly the fame manner, with a beaft refembling in body a deer, but having wings and a fingle

t' rn. Thefe feveral horned beafts are fuppofed to be emblematic of majcfty and power,

according to the eaftern application of horns, which ufually denote ftrength ; hence Alex*

ander the Great was called the horned,, and faid to have pofljefled himfelf of the horns of

the fun, meaning the eaft and weft. At the back of this edifice are the remains of another,

thirty-eight feet more in extent than the former; this building has niches and windows cut

out of fingle ftones; and fomewhat to the fouthward, is a double flight of ftaiis divided by

a wall, which bas foliage and fmall figures on it in bas relief.

Still more to the fouthward are the entrances of certain fubterraneous paflajres, which

are reported by the Perfians to lead to repofitories of immenfe treafures, though they

cannot be per(uaded to penetrate thefe recefles; fome Engliih travellers have, liowever,^ at

different tinles, been more adventurous, and have adlually traced thefe paflages till they

reached the light at a confiderable diftance, where they grew fo narrow as to prevent iheir

ifiuing through thefe openings, which were evidently defigned for the conveyance of water,

the whol>- having been originally an aq,uedu(5l, or fome contrivance of the like kind.

Proceeding ftill to the fouthward, and near the mouths of thefe fubterraneans, you

approach the ruins of another edifice, extending one hundred and fixty feet from north to

fouth, and one hundred and ninety from eaft to weft; ten portals of this building are yet

diflinguifliable, and divifions by interior walls, which have formerly app:irently compofed

forty diftin£{ apartments, feven windows of which arc alfo ftill remaining, In the centre,

the bafes of thirty-fix columns are difcoverablc, ftanding in fix diftindl rows, and the whole

ground is covered with ftoncs of vaft magnitude, which have apparently contributed to

form aquedu£ls to convey water underneath this edifice.

Weft of the building laft-mentioned are the remains of another; and on the ruins of the

wall, which does not at prefent rife abov« two feet from the ground, are the upper parts,

the lower being buried in the earth, of feveral figures of men armed with lances, in bas

relief; in the ground which this wall appears to have formerly inclofed, are a number of

round and poliflied ftones, which have been evidently the bafes of columns; and to the

eaftward of this inclofure are the ruins of a ftair-cafcj twenty yards in breadth, retaining

many

h

m



ngt A.

ni.iny marks of ifs former beauty and elegance } for though the ravages of time have de-

ftroycd many of the ftcps, yet the wall which divides the two flights of which it once con-

filled, ft'Ii remains (landing to the height of eight feet, ornamented with figures nearly

of the fizc of life. On the front wall is alfo a has relief of a lion contending with a bull,

figures of the former bead intcrfperfed with other figures nearly as large as the life, and

various charai^ers, which appear to have been explanatory of the ftory intended to be

reprefented, are vifiblc on the wings of the ftair-cafe ; between this ftair-cafe and the

edifice laft defcribed there appear to have been formerly a row of columns, probably

leading from that building to the ftair-cafe, and four portals, ornamented as thofe above-

mentioned, with figures of men, and females holding umbrellas over their heads.

Northward of this edifice and ftair-cafe are two other portals, of which the pilaftcrs alfo

remain; on one of which are exactly the fame figures of the men and the women with the

umbrella, with this difference only, that a fmall figure with expanded wings appears ho-

vering in the air, immediately over the female heads ; the portals tliemfelves are alfo en-

riched with carvings in relief, and the ground is on all fides covered with fragments of

thefe antiquities.

From thcfe portals you pafs to the laft fet of ruins which appear on the mountain; on

the fouth fide of which are two portals, and under each a man feated in a kind of a chair,

having a ftaffin his right-hand, and a vafe in his left; behind this figure another appears

holding in his right-hand fome garment or cloth, and having an ornament on his head re-

flmbling the tail of a fea-horfe, as that fuppofed animal is generally reprefented; beneath

ure three ranges of figures with uplifted hands, of a fize much inferior to that of the

man in the chair, which exceeds the life, but thefe are little more than three feet in

height: above thefe figures are ornaments of foliage, in different rows, the loweft inter-

fperf(;d with fmall lions, and the higheft with oxen of the like fize ; and above the whole

is a fmall figure with wings, holding a glafs with one hand and making a fignal with the

other. The portals are in breadth twelve feet and five inches, and in depth ten feet and

four inches: the pilafters, judging from the higheft, from twenty-five to thirty feet.

On two of thofe pilafters which are moft to the northward, is the figure of a man feated

with another behind his chair like thofe defcribed on the laft-mentioned portals, and ftill

farther behind are the figures of two other men, who appear to hold in their hands fome

broken veffel j and before the fitting figure are two others, one of which applies his lips

to his mouth, as in the a(\ of faluting, and the other holds a fmall veffel ; above thefe is a

ftone, on which are carved a variety of different ornaments, and beneath a band of war-

riors furniflied with different arms, and difpofed in five rows of figures, each about three

feet in height ; and on this fpot almoft all the ruins we have defcribed may be feen at one

view, except the firft walls and ftair-cafes.

Of the feveral columns among the ruinf fome have capitals, and others are without

them, but moft of them are fluted ; and fuch as are perfeft, except thofe whofe fize hath been

already defcribed, are from feventy to feventy-two feet in height, and eighteen feet and five

inches in circumference ; their bafes round, and Ax feet five inches more in circumference
• ' '"'" ' than
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than the columns themfci«e*t which are ornamented with capital! of three different kinds,

and the bafes have mouldings, feventeen inches wide. On different parts of thefe ruins

are other ornaments in has relief, befides thofe already defcribed } one in particular, either

reprefenting a triumph, a train of prefents to fome monarch, or a proceflion of fomc

intended iacrifice i
and confiding of a vaft number of human figures, fome leading camels,

and others horfes, and accompanied by an empty chariot.

The drapery of the human figures vifible on the diflFerent parts of thefe ftupendous re-

mains of antiquity, differs totally from that of both the ancient Grecian and Roman fculp.

ture{ the habits of thole who appear to be military, are evidently thofe of the Periians and

Medes.

Thofe parts of the feveral figures which are not hid by the drapery, appear heavy, ftiiT*

ind devoid of elegance ; a fervile fimilarity is confpicuous throughout the whole, and

marks want of tafte in ;the defignsi yet the proportions are admirably preferved in all th»

figures, both great and fmall, fo that the want of fpirit and variety may probably be

attributed, with greater juftice, to want of time to finifh them more corre£lly, than to any^

deficiency of abilities. The ornaments will be allowed by the moft critical obferver to

be replete with beauty, as well as the chairs which ferve as feats for fome of the humaa
figures; yet thefe latter are fo much defaced, as to leave only the moft folid parts for our

admiration, the more fine and delicate ornaments having fubmitted to the devaftations o£

the univerfal deftroyer. Time.

The ftones which compofed the greater part of thefe buildings are blue ; but others of

various colours, yellow, red, deeper blue, white, black, and grey, are employed in the

ornamental parts, and particularly within the portals, and in the windows and pavements i

they are, however, all polifhed to a degree of transparency, and the furfaces are as perfedl

as that of a mirror.

A very imperfeA idea can at prefent be formed of this ftru£lure,. for the whole was evi-

dently but one, in it's compleat ftate ; the feveral rows of columns undoubtedly fupported*

galleries of communication between the different apartments and divifions of it, to which'

the portals ferved as entrances, and the whole may enable the beholder to form fome con-

ception of the fplendor and magnificence of the palaces of the ancient monarchs of the eaft,.

and of the powers of mechanifm, tafte, genius, and ftate of fome of the polite arts, in pe-

riods fo remote, that the revolutions which overthrew thefe mighty monuments of gran-

deur, arc fcarce remembered in the page of hiftory, and are more ftrongly denoted by thefe

venerable remains, than by any written or traditionary accounts of them.

At a fmall diftance from the fame mountain, are two fepulchral monuments of an-

cient Perfian monarchs ; one lying to the northward, the other to the fouthward of

the mountain : they are both nearly alike, and both hewn out of the rock ; and they arc

in fuch prefervation as to evince that they have been executed with great ingenuity..

The front of eaci. is enriched witii a variety of figures and other ornaments;, and that

part is at leaft forty leet wide ; the height is of nearly equal dimenfton,. and the face of the

rock extends near a hundred paces on each fide; the entablature is fupported by four co-

lumns at equal diftance?, one of them at each extremity, and the other two at regular

3 C diviAon>
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divifions of the intermeulate fpace: the capital of each of thefe columns is compofed of

the fore-parts of two oxen as far as the breaft, the heads in different directions, and fore-

legs turned off from the fummlt of each column. Between the two middle columns is the

gate, at prcfent nearly clofed i!p, but which appears to have been enriched with a variety

of ornaments; eighteen fmall lions, in bas relief, adorn the cornice and entablature, nine

on each fide, and a vafe marks thr center; above the lions are a number of armed men,

ranged in two rows: thefe figures, which are as large as the life, and fourteen of which

nre nn each fule, elevate thetr hands as if to fupport the fupcrftrudture ; and on one fide is

a pillar crowned with the head of fome iingle-horned animal. Above is another cornice

with a rich foliage : on the left there is a projeiStioa of the wall ; and here are three rows

of niches regularly placed over each other, each niche containing three figures, armed with

fances, and three of the fame kind on each fide. Towards the right, the figures of two

men are reprefcnted, each having his left-hand on his beard, and his right on his body,

and at the fide of thefe are three others, armed as thofe on the oppofite fidej and one more

lower down, too much defaced to be accurately defcribed. Above, elevated on three fteps,

Hands a figure which feems to be of confequence, holding a bow in his left-hand, and

pointing with his right to an altar, on which a facrifice appears to be offering, as flames

sifcend from it : over the altar the moon is reprefented with fome unintelligible characters.

At Noxi Ruftan, two leagues from thefe fepulchres, are four others, apparently defigned

as monuments for princes or other perfons of importance: this place is named after a Per-

fian prince, who, according to certain legendary tales, was of the enormous height of

forty cubits, and lived to be eleven hundred and thirteen years of age; a gigantic figure

appears here, which, as the Perfians affert, reprefents this prince.

In front of thefe tombs is a platform or pavement, from which their bafes are elevated

about eighteen feet; the tombs are fcventy-two feet in height, and fixty in width, and

the rock rtfelf is near one hundred and fifty feet high ; below each of the tombs is a diflant

table, on which are carved a great variety of figures and other ornaments, in bas relief;

two of thefe had reprefentations of combats on horfeback, but only very faint traces of this

fculpture remains : three other tables, filled in like manner with figures and ornaments, are

between the tombs, on one of which is a man on horfeback following two others, and

a footman after him ; the whole much defaced, and the laft figure fcarcely perceivable.

Between two of the tombs is a niche, which contains the reprefentation of a man on

horfeback ; his head furrounded by a crown, with a kind of helmet rifing above it, and th^

hair falling loofely on his (boulders: this horfeman is in a Roman drefs, with a fword by

his fide, on which his lefc-hand is placed, his right being held out, and feemingly offered

to another perfon (landing before him ; befides whom there is a third in a Roman drefs

alfo, but lifting up his hands in a kind of fupplicating pofture.

On one fide of the third tomb, and among a number of other figures, half covered with

earth, is that of the fuppofed prince Ruftan; he is alfo reprefented on horfeback attired

as a Roman, and in all other rcfpefts like the figure in the niche above defcribed : and, not-

withftanding the enormous ftature which the fabulous ftories already mentioned have given

him) both himfelf and his horfc appear here of the ordinary fizes. A female figure (lands

before
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before hilh with her liair flowui,^, and a crown on her head. From the drapery of this

figure, part of which (he holds up with her left-hand, it feems to reprefent the godijel'ii

Minerva ; and a male warrior feems to attend her, with a tiara on his head, and his left-

hand placed on the hilt of his fword. In a fcparate table are feveral other figures which

fcem to have reprefented horfemen in combat } but thefe are nearly eft'uced, though the

whole fculpture is on the folid rock. The tomb now appropriated to this imaginary prince

Noxi Ruftan, was undoubtedly that of Darius Hyftafpes, correfponding in all refpeiSls

with the defcription given by hiftorians of the fepulchral monument of that monarch.

On the kvefl-ern fide of the mountain, and at the didance of about two hundred yards

from it, are two tables in the rock, with ornaments in has relief: on that towards the left

are two figures of men on horfeback, one of whom grafps a circle, which the other feems

to have quitted reludlantly; and this is probably defigned to reprefent Alexander the Great

wrefting the empire from- Darius; though common report has raifed a flory of two kings

or competitors for pov^er, who having long 'uggled in vain for conqueft, agreed tu de-

cide the contefl, by trying in a perfonal exertion of flrength, which could force this circle

of gold from the other, each laying hold of it at the fame time : and this talc, fabulous

and improbable as it is, may ferve as a lefTon for ine ambitious of modern, as it did

for thofe of ancient times, whof£ contefts are frequently about matters of fo little value,

and remain fo long und'tcided, that the object is at laft difcovcred to be of no importance

to either party; and, after bloody campaigns and indecifive battles havcexhauiled the pow-
ers of both, they leave off where they began, or employ mediators to reconcile a quarrel,

which had no other foundation than wanton caprice or ill-fo' nded jcaloufy.

Near the city of Schamachi, at a place called Pyrmaras, are the tombs of two Perfian

faints, Tirababa, and Seid Ibrahim his difciple. That of the former contains feveral

chambers, clofets, and niches, where the pilgrims, who vifit thefe tombs in great num-
bers fince Shah Abas prohibited the pilgrimages to Mecca, take up their abodes and per-

foi.n their devotions: this or-linance of Shah Abas was an effort of great policy to keep

within his own dominions immenfe fums of money, which were continually carried into

the dominions of the Turks, and which are now devoted to aiSls of religion at home; and his

remonftrances have induced the Perfians to believe thefe are altogether as efHcaciousas thofe

which ufed to be performed in a foreign country, and among a people extremely obnoxi-

ous to them for fuch differences in faith as we have already pointed out.

The tomb of Seid Ibrahim is furrounded with a high wall, within which are two courts,

each containing feveral arched rooms ; in the firft ftands the tomb, furrounded by a grate

of iron-, it is not above two feet in height from the bafe, to which you afcind by two

eafy fteps ; it Is covered with yellow damafk, and many lamps are kept continually burn-

ing at the head, feet, and fides, bcfides others fufpended from the roof.

On a certain day of every year, great numbers of Perfians vifit the tomb of Suih Sefi,

one of their former monarchs : it is fituate near the city of Ardebale, and acf^-ding n the

defcription of fome tuvcHers, is extremely magnificent, having various courts with dih"'-

rent gates of rich materials and cxquifite workmanfhip, all leading to a vaulted room of

twenty-fourfeetlquare, which receives light from a number of lamps of filver and gold, of

uncommon
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uncommon magnitude, and which on this occa£oa burn with extfauiiaaxy refplendency;

from this vaulted apartment you afcend by three fteps to another, which. i« divided from

the former by a baluftrade of filver : at the extremity of this fecond vault, raifed about

twelve inches from the ground, and incloied with a rail of folid gold, is the tomb itielf,

which is nine feet in length, four in breadth, and three in heighc from the taft-mentioned

elevation; it is formed entirely of the moft perfectly white marble, and covered with a

pall of crimfon velvet } and this vault is alfo enriched and enlightened by numeious lamps

of the moft precious metals. On the left is a vault in which the remains of fome of the

wives of former fovereigns of Periia have been depoiited,, and on the right a light gallery,

ornamented with carving and gilding,, and employed as a library, being filled with books

in the various eaftern languages, written in chara^rs exquifitely foir,. and the bindings-

curioufly ornamented with plates of gold and filver wrought in different foliages, and re*

prefenting birds and animals : this apartment alfo ferves as a repofitory for a number of

large and beautiful vcfiels in porcelain, which have long been laid up in this place, the

materials of which they ar« compofed not being of fuch a nature as to be a temptation to

avarice to remove them, and the refpedl paid to the facred manfions of the dead, prevent;*

ing their being injured, defaced, or deftroyed..

Near this tomb is another of Seid Zeibriel, the father of the laf(-menti6ned prince,

who having been originally a peafant, this monument is only decorated in elegant fimpli-

city with glafs of various colours; the tomb is inclofed with iron grates, and the ceiling of

the room or vault in which it fVands is painted of a fky-colour, and enriched with gilding,,

and a tower of blue and green flones rifes from the center of it ; the floor is carpetted, and

the tomb itfelf, which is of wood, and covered with green velvet,, is about fix feet long,

nearly the fame height, and about three broad : at night this apartment receives light from

four lamps, two of each of the richer metals. Here is a college for the education of

youth, and another fmall burial place, which contains monuments for different branches

of Shah Sefi*s family.

The Engiifh and other European nations have factories in^ different parts of the Perfian

dominions; of the former, thofe at ITpahan and Gombroon, are the mofl confiderable

:

from the firft of thofe places the merchants were chiefly driven during the ufurpation of

Nadir Shah, and at the lafl-named, the commerce was very greatly interrupted during the

lame per' : d ; the trade of the latter has, however, of late years been in fome meafure reftored,.

tliough the accounts we have been able to obtain of it fuice the inteftine troubles of this

country, are fomewhat obfcure and rather imperfeft.

Ciombroon is fituate in tj degrees 41 minutes north latitude, in the province ofFarfiftan,

on abay about three leagues north of the ifle of Ormus; the Perfian name of this city

is Bender Abaffi.

Towards the land Gombroon is furrounded by a wall, .and defcndtd by two fmall caflles

or forts,, and on the fide which faces the fea are feveral other fortrefies, and a platform or

hattery mounted with canon. The town contains about fifteen hundred houfes, and about

five times that number of inhabitants ; one-third part of which nre Gentoos or Indian

Banians, fome Jews, and th« merchants and their fcrvants who compofethe Englifl), Dutch,

d
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and French fa^ories, or trading companies ; the remainder of the inhabitants ure native

Perftans. Here is a palace for the refidence of the governor of the province, who generally

fixes it here, though the capital of it is Neris, feveral days journey diftant from Clom-

brocn : this palace is built of ftone, which is raifed in the ifle of Ormus; the houfcs of the

feveral European faflories, which are in general conftru£led of bricks dried in the fun, are

commodious and handfome, and are fltuated clofe to the fea-fliore, for the convenience of

bringing their merchandize, as foon as it is landed, into their fatStories, the ground-floors cJf

which, according to the ufual courfe of buildings for thefe purpofes in the eaft, are employed

as warehoufes, and the apartments above are appropriated to domeftic ufes. The habita-

tions of fome of the Indian inhabitants are tolerable; but thofe of the Perfians are mean and

defpicable, appearing much out of repair, and many of them no better than huts compofed

of the branches of trees, and thatched with their leaves.

The firft fettlement which the Englifh Eaft India company obtained at Gombroon was
in the year 1713; and having during the reign of Shah Abas rendered many fervices to

that monarch, and enabled him by their afliftance to expel the Portuguefe from the ifle of

Ormus, where they had fortified themfelves, and ftruggled to maintain poiTelBon by force

of arms. Shah Abas, in return for thefe fervices, fettled one half the amount of the cuf-

toms arifing from the importations and exportations of goods by all nations who traded

there, on the EngliOi Eaft India company : however, the fame prince afterwards reduced

it to a thoufand tomans of Perfian money, amounting to about 3300I. Englifh; buteven

this has been for feveral years difcontinued or very indifferently paid. This city, which

is from two miles to a league in circumference, ftands on a fmall plain, from which the

ground gradually rifes on the land fide, and towards the north to high mountains very near

the city ; on other parts, the country does not begin to be mountainous nearer than *^hree or

four leagues from it ; and here the fides of thefe hills are cloathed with trees, and fprings of

water rifing towards the/ummits fall into the plain, the whole affording together a pleaf-

ing profpeft, though the fpot on which the city is built, and the remaining part of the

level, is dry, fandy, and ftcrile.

Though a refidence in this city is convenient to the purpofes of trade, the inhabitants

are fubjc£l to many difagreeable circumftances ; the water with which it is fupplicd for

common ufe is faltifii and fomewhat bitter, and is taken from wells or pits in the fands,

which frequently fill in a night's time, and oblige the thirfty natives to feck frefli fources

in the morning : however, even the middling ranks of people frequently fetch this neccC-

fary fluid from Mines, a village fituated about three miles from Gombroon, where it is ofa

rather better quality, and the rich have it brought from IfTcen, at the foot of the moun-

tains, at which place it is perfcftly pure and well tafted ; and in the hot feafon, which

comprehends the months ofJune, July, Augufl, and fomc part of September, the merchants

of the Englifh fadlory generally retire hither.

Nor is the badnefs of the water the only inconvenience of Gombroon: the air is e»-

tremely unwholefome; and as the wind for the greated part of the year (hifts four times in

the natural day, the inhabitants experience the viciffitudes of the feveral feafons in that

very fhort fpace of time. From break of day till noon, it blows (harply from the eafl; by

3 D three
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r three it gets round to the fbuthward, and is almoft infuflerably hot ; about fun-let it

: changes to the weft, and continues to blow from that quarter till midnight, when a cdd
and nipping north wind riies and holds till daybreak : and it may be eafily conceived,

that fuch an uncertain temperature of the air muft be produSive of many difordersi thok

which moft commonly prevail here are putrid fevers, fluxes, and dyfenteries.

The food of the natives coniift >, for the mod part, of vegetables and milk } though they

. have (braeflefli of antelopes and drlFerent kinds of fowl} the European reiideDts are fupplied

with great plenty of good provifions from the provinces within the mountains, and with

fruits and vegetables in abundance from the iQand of Quefmo or Kifbfiifli, about four

leagues fouth of this city: iiOi in vaft variety, and particularly excellent oyfters, are caught

daily, and expofed to fale in the markets of Gombroon at very cheap rates.

The exports from Gombroon are Perfian carpets, unwrought Hlks, leather, cotton,

gpats-wool, wines, almonds, dried fruits of various kinds, aflafoetida, galbaoum, gum
tragacanth, rhubarb, and a variety of other drugs ; fome of thefe commodities are brought

thither with caravans, from Aleppo, Bagdat, Baflbra, Ifpahaa, and Schirasi though the

greater part of them are the produ£tions of the province of Cararaania: for thefe goods the

European faAors either pay in ready-money, or give in exchange broad cloth, and fome

few other articles of weftern manufacture, with which the ihips from Europe generally

arrive in the fall of the year, when the heats are lefs violent, and the feafon is moft favour-

able for their lying in the road of Gombroon, which is for feveral months of the year per-

fedly fecure, though there is no port or harbour.

The public trading companies or factories eftablifhed at Gombroon, pay no dutlts on

imports or exports, and private traders obtain paflports or permits from the chiefs of thefe

fadorles, for which they pay at the rate of about two per ctnt. but both public and private

traders End it convenient to conciliate the regards of the principal Perfian officer of this

port with annual prefents, according to the eftabliflied cuftoms of the caft.

The Gulph of Perlia, or as it is fometimes called, of Baflbra, which is a branch of the

Indian Sea, is indofcd between Periia and Arabia, and is rendered famous by receiving

the rivers Tygris and Euphrates, which uniting, fall into the Gulph by Baflbra; and from

it's pearl fifliery, which was at one time fo valuable as to produce annually, according to

the account of an Englifli traveller, little lefs than a million ilerling, though we cannot

but conceive that this calculation is fomewhat exaggerated.

The fifhers for pearl defcend to the bottom of the water by means of weights fo faftened

to their feet as to be eaflly quitted, when it is neceflary for them to regain the furface;

baflcets are alfo funk in the fame manner by weights, which the divers throw out and pro-

ceed to fill the balket with oyfters as long as they can remain under water; when they find

their fituation begins to be difagreeable, they make fignals, and are a/lifted by thofe above

to rife, where they take refrefhments, whilft other fifliers go to the bottom, and help to

compleat the cargo. When the baflcets are loaded, by the alternate efforts of the feveral

fcts of divers, they are drawn up, and the ftiells opened, and of the pearls they are found

to contain, thofi; above ten grains are claimed for the Tovereign, and thofe under that

weij^ are. die property of the adventutvrs.

Of
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Of the Cafpian Sea, which is the great northern boundary of the kingdom of Pcrfta,

it may be proper to fpeak in this place, as we (hall have jio farther, occafion to mention it,

till we return towards the borders of Europe.

This vaft lake, for it is wholly furrounded by land, extends from the 37th degree

of north latitude, 1047 degrees 5omiiTUtes eaft longitude, and is about 130 leagues in

length from nopth to foutb, and 100 in breadth, » the wideft part« from e^(o vrti;

though this vaft body of water hath no apparent communication with any ath«r,.And (fipn*

fequently no means of leflentng it's contents, yet h receives into U> bofom above tvfo

hundred rivers And ftreams, fo«ie, and particularly the Volga, of gwat^ %e,, witJ^UA f^y

vifible increafe or dimiautioinyimd without being fubjeiSl, as other oceans, to,^ i|}.#vi; mi
reflux of tides.

. .^j t .'i ,>i.U\iHiM \i
Various conjectures have been formed to account for this- extraordinary ph)ipr>aifH!n«>ii

feme have conceived ideafi of fubterraneous communications witli 4>e (^v>^f)h of Peifia, ,9r

the Black Sea, and have fupported thefe opinions with obfervations of ^fftw le»v«s of

trees and plants, which are ilrangers to the borders of this lake, but grow in abuindftuce Mi

the banks of the federal bodies of water laft mentioned^ being found in large quantities at

certain feafons of the year, floating on the furfacc of the Cafpiao Sea; and of two whirl-

pools which aie faid to have been difcov^red by itbofe |wh.o na^^jgate ;this hody of water,

oppofite the town of ^lan in Perfia, which they infer arc occaljoned by fome infernal

draught or fu£tion, ^rifm|[ from fome paiTage or vaft otvity 19 the earith beneath, tbrougH

which a part of the water received frvm the rivers muft be difcharged, and the lake itfiiH'

kept within bounds.

But we do not apprehend that either of thefe coi^e^tvies are fo well fbuaded as to merit

implicit confidence; on the contrary, we are inplinrd i'j beliieve <hat this^tnif^ratity in the

quantity of the water^ may be much more naturally and rationally accounted for from *kt

ordinary laws of nature, under the government of which, a large quantity of this fluid is

daily exhaled in thefe hot climates, and falling on the earth in the forms of dews, rain,

fnow, and hail, firft refrafhes the ground, and thei> paffing to thofe fprings which gather

into ftreams and rivers, again vifits the fource from whence it has been originally drawn {

and this opinion appears to be favoured by an obfervation which has been made by thofe

who inhabit the banks of the Cafpian on all £des, that for (be laft forty years it hack con«

fiderably gained on the land, and that during this fpace of time, the Airamers have been

much (horter, and the heats lefs intenfe than in the former part of the century.

The waters of the Cafpian Sea are fak, except where the rivers difembogue themfelves{

and there they ar<* proportionably frefticr, according to the quantity of river water dif-

charged into it. Of the navigation of this, we ihall <have oocafion to treat in our aocoiint

of the empire of R ulfia. , ,
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CHAP. III.

,-:*'

^,^''1.

ARABIA.

TH £ peninfula which comprehends the feveral countries diftinguifhed by the names

of Arabia Petrex, or the Stony; Arabia Defertajthe Defart; and Arabia Felix, the

Happy} extends from the 35th to the 60th degrees of eaft longitude, and from 12 degrees

30 minutes to 30 degrees of north latitude; containing in length little lefs than four hun-

dred and forty leagoes, and in breadth at the extremeft width four hundred. It is bounded

by thePerfian Gulph and the Euphrates on the north-eafl; by the Indian ocean an'' Tea of

Ethiopia On the fouth; by the Red Sea principally, but partly by the Ifthmus jf Suez

and P^leftine, on the weft; iand by Syria and Mefopotamia on the north.

This country, once famous in arms, arts, fciences, and magnificence, honoured with

the legation of Mofes, and remarkable as the original feat of the doctrines of Mahomet,

retains at this day fcarce any traces of it's ancient pre-eminence; the language, which for

copious and expreffive elegance has been preferred, as we have already obferved, by Turks,

Perfians, and other inhabitants of the eaft, even to their own, for works of literature and

liiftorical records, rs fcarce known or taught in i't's purity in any part of Arabia; thcfe

fciences in which the Arabians fo far excelled, that the nations of Europe have drawn

from thefe fources the vaft fund of mathematical and aftronomical knowledge which have

enlightened the weftern world, arenoweither totally loft in the land where they originated, or

dwindled into blind conje£lure, obfcure and myfterious jargon, or fuperftitious prognoAi^

cation ; their feats of arms are confined to the depredations of robbers, or the ferocious

attacks of favages, and fplended ruins only remain as monuments of their ancient grandeur.

The climate is various, but for the moft part unwholefome and unpleafant; the tropic

of Cancer paffing immediately over that part of Arabia which is called the Happy, it is con-

icquentiy intenfely hot; the winds, which pafs over trafts of fand, are penetrating and fuf-

focating, and the fands themfelves become formidable, being frequently raifed by the wind

tn fuch clouds, as to overwhelm the unfortunate traveller, and even bury whole caravcns

hy a iingle blaft. In the fandy defarts it fcarcely rains throughout the year; but the few

vegetables which fitch a foil is capable of producing, depend for moidure on the copious

dews which defcend every night after fun-fet; other parts of Arabia are refrefhed with

gentle rains, which are brought in by fouth-weft winds early in the fpring, and fall at

intervals whilft the wind continues to blow from that quarter, which is generally till the

month of Auguft, when it gets back to the eaftward, and remains in that point till the fuc-

ceeding April.

That this country was peopled at a very early period, is evident from the frequent mention

made of it in Holy Writ under the name of Arabah, which differs but little from that which

5t bears at prefent ; but of it's ancient government or religion, we have very little certain

information; from the knowledge they pofTefled in aftronomy, they were probably worfhip-

pen of the Supreme Being, reprcfented by fome of thofe celeftial bodies with whofc motions,

courfes,
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conrfet, and ufes, they were not unacquainted. Before Mahomet, the Chridian religion had

made confiderable progrefs in Arabia; but when the do£trines of that fuppof^d prophet

were promulgated, this country, which had the diftinguiflied honour to give him birth, was

the Arft to receive that faith, which foon fpread itfclf over half t^'e eaftern world, to the

extirpation of the true worihip of God, the introdu^ion of enthufiafm, bigotry, and fuper-

fiition; and the deftrndtion of thofe liberal fciences, which, tending to enlighten the mind

of man, might threaten the detection of thofe fallacies, deceptions, and abfurdities, which

conftitute by far the greater part of the tenets of the Mahometan religion.

The foil of the various provinces of Arabia is as liifFerent as the climate; that diviHon of

it which is denominated the Stony, and whidi is faid to be the land in which the children

of Ifrael wandered forty years, is defcribed by it's name, conitfting of mountains and recks,

interfperfed with unfruitful plains, and defarts covered with fands : here the thirfty ground tr

feldom refrefhed with rain, and the few half-ftarred plants which root among the rocks, are

preferved from perifliing bythe dews alone, which falling innights ofextreme cold, fucceeding

days in which the heat hath been eqjially intenfe, fcarce ferve to promote a flow and half-

perfeded vegetation ; and whoever attends to this defcription of the wildernefs, mentioned

in Holy Writ,will find occafion to admire the wifdom and goednefs of that Almighty Being,

who provided for his chofen people, clouds to cover them by day from the inclemency of

the burning fun, and fire to guide and chear them through the cold, damp, and comfort^

lefs night.

AratMa the Defart, is fomewhat lefs rocky than Ae province laft mentioned, but difl^crs

little from it in goodnefs of foil, conflfting principally of pathlefs trads of burning fand ;

it has, however, fome fpots of land coverec' with verdure at certain feafons of the year, and

feeding numerous iocks and herds; but thefe are principally near the Euphrates, the only

nv;r of any confequence which waters this exitenfive country: there are a few others,

fuch as the Nageiran, the Pran, and the Chaty; but tfaefe are fo finall as to be at all times

inconfiderable, and in the fummer they are generally dried up.

In thefe extenfive de&rts, the Qij is generally ferene and perfeAly clear; and the winds

which blow refrefliingly in the day, are lulled to a calm in the night: and from the dews

which' fall fo abundantly during that feafon, fuch exhalations arife, as to form a kind of

mift, which itt the early morning fcnns ta precede the traveller at a certain diftance; and

through this medium, objedts are fo exceedingly magnified, that the fmalleft (hrubs aflume

the appearance of foreA trees, and a flight of birds that of a drove of camels; but the

appearance of the (an foon difpels this atmofphere of vapours, and with it the fears of the

deceived and affrighted traveller.

Of the eaftern manner of travelling with caravans, we have already given fome account;

(o which may be added, that as there are ftill fewer inns and villages in this country than in

Turky, thofe who undertake long journies t^e care to provide themfelves with every

neceiTarjr for which they may have occafion ; the chief of thefe is water, which is carried '

in large goat-ftins, and ufed as fparingly as poffible, and replenilhed as often as opportunity

offers. For their camels, the only beafts ufed in traverfing thefe fandy defarts, they carry

halls of bean «r barley-flour, wetted with water, a very fmall number of which fuffice one

3 E of
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of thofe hardy and moderate animals for twenty-four hours: for themfelves they prepare-

flcfl), either by drying it or potting it; which, with flour, bifcuits, honey, oil, vinegar,,

olives, and the like, compofc the flender fare of the travellers on this long and dange-

rous journey; the only utenfils required are a pot and a few wooden plates; the dung of

former droves of camels, which is foon fufficiently dried by the fun, fcrves as fuel; and<

even to this humble feaft the hofpitable cuftom of inviting the faithful is not omitted, one

of the company offering aloud a welcome to partake, though the kind fummons feldom'

meets the ears of other travellers in thefe wild and extended waftes.

Thofe who travel with caravans in Arabia feldom encumber themfelves with tents, the

conftant ferenity of the iky rendering fuch a precaution unneceflary : at night the camels^

are difpofedia a circle, proportioned in fize to that of the caravan, where they lay with their

heads turned outwards; within them their furniture and lading is arranged in exadi order,.

and the center is occupied by the human race, who laying carpets on the fand, take others

to cover them, and make a pillow of fuch wearing apparel as they carry with them to

change or vary their dreflfes. Should invaders approach, the faithful camels are inftantly'

alarmed, and by their rifing and trampling, awake the tired travellers, and put them on their

guard to repel any hoftile attempts.

The chief inconvenience which attends travellers in thefe journies, arifes from vaft flights

of locufts^anda,kind oC hornets; the former of which infe£ts are difagreeablcj and the latter

oflTenfive: they are fometimes troubled with vipers at their refting places, whofe bites are

attended with fome danger; the fpotted lizards which inhabit thefe defarts in great numbers,,

are wholly innoxious.

Arabia the Happy, though Icfs rocky and fandy than either of the other divifions of this'

country, is yet fufficiently barren in moft parts; fomevallies, however, between the moun-

tains and a few of the plains, which are fo fltuated as to be well fupplied with water, are

pleafant and fruitful; and here corn, pulfe, fruits, vegetables, and flowers, are produced in

great abundance, excellence, and beauty, and reward the toil of the laborious hufbandman,.

who is obliged either to bring a fuflicient quantity of water in ikins from diftant fprings,

or, if he is happy enough to poflefs a deep well on his own domain, diftributes the fupply

with an even and cautious hand, in little channels which are condu£led through the gar-

dens and fields in fuch a way as to difpofe of every- drop to advantage, in the refrefliments

of the parched earth and it's drooping produdlions.

Befides the fruits common in the eaft, fuch as peaches, apricots, dates, and grapes,

.

lemons and oranges arrive at great perfeAion; and this country alfo fupplies Europe with

great variety of drugs, fuch as myrrh, frankincenfe, balms, manna, aloes, and gumolibanum<

But the moft valuable produ£tion ofArabia is cofFee; which grows in great abundance on

the lower parts of the mountains and in the ftirts of the plains, and produces that fort oP

berry which is ufually imported into Europe under the denomination of Turky cofFee.

The (hrub which bears the berry fo highly efteemed by the Turks and other Afiatics,

feldom rifes above the height of ten ftetf and does not often exceed feven or eight ; both the

fmall branches and the leaves are placed in pairs oppofite to each other; the latter, which'

«re near four inches long and two wide in the broadeft part, generally grow at confiderabls

dlftancess
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diftanccs from each other, fometlmes an inch and half or two inches; they are pointed, and*

in figure and confiftence fomewhat refembie the leaves of the bay-tree, being perfectly

fmooth on the furface, though without being indented at the edges; the fruit depends from

the branches by foot-ftallcs, and feveral bunches frequently hang clofe together : the baric

of the tree is fmooth, and of a greyifh colour, and the wood white and folid. The coffee

fhrub requires a conftant fupply of water, and docs not continue in vigour above three

or four years. The natives dry the berries in the fun, before they can get off the hufk,

which is afterwards feparated by fmall mill" and even of this hufk the Arabs make a fmall

coffee, which they prefer, in the hot feafon, to the liquor made with the berry itfelf.

In defcribing that part of Turky which borders on' Arabia, we have mentioned the fe-

veral beafts, birds, and infers of the Iaff-n?med country; the horfes are well known, and

celebrated for beauty in moft parts of Europe, and are equally efteemed in the different

courts of Afia } the moft valuable part of an Arab's property, are his horfes and camels:,

the former enabling him to fcour the defarts in feach of plunder, and the latter to

convey his ill-gotten goods, with his wives and children, from one part of them to

another.

The native inhabitants of Arabia are of middling feature, fmall-limbed; and but feldom

inclined to corpulency. Their hair and eyes are generally black, and their complexions

dark, but their afpedts are not unpleafing, and their looks penetrating ; they are flow

of fpeech, and in their converfation folemn, grave, and fententious; they ufe no adlion

when they fpeak, and hear another without the leaft interruption till he makes a full

paufe.

Their drefs differs in the various parts of this country: thofe Arabians who inhabit

the borders generally conforming to that of their neighbours; the wandering tribes,

who have no-fixed habitations, wear in general fbirtsof blue cotton, and white fafhes round

their waifts, which as in other eaftem countries fupply the place of pockets and belt»

for their arms, and a coat or veft of iheep-flcin, drefl'ed with the wool, by way of upper

garment ; fome of the mere civilized, who dwell in the few towns and cities, inftead

of this garment of flieep-flcin, have a large piece of thick cotton, or goats-wool cloth,

feveral yards fquare,. which is thrown over the (boulders occafionally like a Highlander's

plaid, ferving as wearing-apparel by day, and as a coverlid at night, if they have occa-

fion to flecp in the open air, which they have little fcruple to do on any journey of bufi^

nefs or pleafure; but in the warm feafons, they are obliged to abandon the greateft part

of their cloathing, and to be content with barely as much as decency requires. Refldes

the garments already defcribed, they wear a cap or turban on their heads, and flippers

or fhort boots on their feet, the latter reaching to the middle of the leg; in cold or

rainy weather, they have a coat of thick cloth, which is made large enough to cover their

whole perfons and has a cap of the fame materials to turn over the head.

In fome parts of Arabia, they conceal the perfons of their females with the moft fcru-

pulous care, never fuffering them to go abroad without being covered from head to foot

by one of the loofe garments already mentioned, or by a coat and cap as the males; under
thcfe externals, they kave commonly a cotton ibi ft and drawers, though in warm vi^ather

only
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only a piece of cloth round the walft : in other parts of thii country, they are lefs caa-

tious in the conceahnent of the fair-fex, fuffering them to mix with company, and ride or

walk unveiled. I'he better fort are faid to be well made, and to have agreeable features;

and though they want the tranfparent brightnefs of European complexions, this is in

fome meafure compenfatcd by the foftnefs and fmoothnefs of their flcins: their ornaments

arc rather difgufting, for they wear rings of gold or other nietal in ihdr noftrils, as well a»

their cars, ftain their lips blue, and the nails of their fingers red.

The food of the Arabians, confifts of the flcfh of oxen and cows, flieep, deer, goats,

and above all the reft, of camels, which a/Fords to the Arab a repaft fuperior to any other

that can be offered him ; this fleOi is generally boiled, though they fomctimes broil it on

the coals; they alfo bake thin cakes of different kinds of flour, but dried dates more com-

monly fupply the place of bread ; their drink is pure water, for they very feldom break

through the prete;pts of their prophet to drink wine or ftrong liquors, and are aiSluaily

To abftemious in fome parts of Arabia, as to refufe coffee, (ca, and other beverages To

generally taken in the eaft} but fmoaking tobacco feems to prevail univerfally, and they

fomctimes refrefli themfelves with very agreeable ftierbet made of the juice of lemons or

oranges, and I'ugar.

The Arabians may be divided ioto three claffcs: the Bedouins, or wandevers; thofe who
inhabit the cities and towns; and villagers,, or thofe who cultivate the ground. And each of

thcfeare divided into different tribes, and thofe tribes into diftin£l: families: the tribes are

governed by a chief, who is called Sheikel Kebir; and each family by a Sheik, whofe

office is hereditary, and in cafe of a failure in the lineal defccnt, the place is filled by the

choice of the whole family, fubjedt to the approbation of the chief.

But all thefc petty princes, each of whom is governor in ecclefiaflncal as well as civil

matters, are fubjedl to certain monarchs or fovereigns, who, under the tide of Xerifs, ap-

pear to rule with abfolute authority both in church and ftace} and the iacceffion of thefe

princes, of whom there are feveral, is alfo faid to be hereditary.

Thefe Xerifs, whofe dominions lie on the borders of Turky, are faid to pay tribute to

the monarch of that ftate; but this feems to be amiftake; on thecontrary, they levy contri-

butions on the caravans of Turks, as well as thofe of other nations, who attempt to pafs

through their refpedlive countries; nor do they permit them even to proceed on the pilgri*

mages to Mecca, without purcfaafing their fafety with money or merchandize

The wandering Arabs, who have no fettled habitation, are however rich in immenfe

£ocks of fheep and goats, herds of oxen and cows, and droves of camels and horfes, with

which they move from one part of the country to another as they can find pafture and water;

and when they have exhaufted the fupplies afforded by one fpot, they ftrike their tents,

which are of fim|>leconflrudion, and ordinary appearance, being only covered with a kind of

tcoarfe hair-cloth ; and packing up their i.;?veab|es, they load their camels with them and

their families, and remove to frefhcr pafhires and unexhaufled waters.

Thefe are the Arabs whofe attacks are dreaded by the traveller; who, under the pretence

of acknowledgments for permiflion to traverfe thefe inhofpitable defarts, plunder the cara-

vu.^s of their moft valuable efiedls, and if a compliaoce with their unjuftifiable demands

meets
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meets with the fmalleft refiftance, excrcife fuch a<5l« of crvehy, as to juftify the dread

which is entertained by thofe who are to undertake thefe dreary jouruies, of I'uch lawlefs

and infatiable plunderers.

But though they are thus prone to robbery and rapine, it does not appear that they are

devoid of better principles : in their tranfadtions with each other, they are fcrupulouiiy juft,.

humane, benevolent, and generous ; dividing even their fpoils with difmteref^ed impartiality,

and freely communicating a (hare of the booties they obtain, to thofe who art lefs fuc-

cefsful.

Nor, if they once receive a traveller in their tents, or give him to eat or drink, do they

ever offer the leaft injury to his perfon or property; it is therefore always advrfeable, when
a caravan falls in with a body of thefe wanderers, to difpatch a meflenger to implore

the protection of the chief, with prefents of moderate value; and if this application-

reaches the leader previous to any order for attack, it never fails of fuccefs; as fuch a

iubmiffion, according to an invariable maxim of the Arabs, entitles the fuppliants to-

fccurity and aififtance; and this doctrine they carry fo far, as frequently to accompany

theirnew dependants to the borders of the defart, or till they are no longer in danger of

meeting other bands of the like rapacious and formidable rovers. And as it is uncertain of

which tribe the detachment will be compofed with which the caravan is deftined to

encounter, it is always prudent to coUedl the attendants and neceflary fervants, from

as many various diftriAs as poffible; for if the wanderers are accofted by one of their own
tribe, the whole caravan may be aflured of perfect fecurity.

It may not be uninterefting to our readers to give the accounts of an Englifli traveller,

who had occafion to crofs thefe defarts, of a confidcrable encampment of thefe unfettlcd'

Arabs, and the reception of the merchants who compofed the caravan.

This camp was of no particular form, but the tents were arranged in length as the plaiir

opened, as near as convenient to the ftream by which it was watered; that of the chief

being pitched as near as podible in the center of the encampment. The merchants wh')

had previoufly difpatched fome native Arabs, properly inftrudted and prepared, to fecur?

a favourable reception, were no fooncr alighted, than they were conducted by feme of

the principal attendants of the chief, into a tent pitched near his own, where he imme-

diately vifited the ftrangers, and aflured them of fafety and protection. In the evening a

fupper was provided for the travellers, confifting of pillawsand other Afiatic diihcs of rice

and fleO). On the following day on: of the fubordinate chiefs gave a grand entertain-

ment to his prince, to which the merchants were alfo invited. This dinner confiftrd of

two young camels, the Aefh of which was d re (Ted in various ways; fome part of it with

rice, and fome without, and the bones were ' ferved in a fuiip which was boiled fronri

them. The whole was conducted with much appearance of hofpitality, arid with as mucff

.

decency, as the total want of knives, forks, and all other table uteiifils, would admit.

Though ufed toalifeof conftant activity, the Arabs feem to be rather of an indolent diP

pofition; for when neither amufement or buftnefs calls them into aClion, they fpend vfhbU

days in their tents, or under the fhade of trees, which flouriOi bythe ftreams where thei^

3 F encampraentv-.
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cncampmetHs are ufually formed i finoaking their tobacco, an amurement which admits

of no other interruption than while they fwallow their frugal nvealii or in viiiting their

favourite horfes, which fccm to be preferred by them to their wives or children, who en-

joy very little of their converfation. • •

liut notwithftanding this apparent fupinencfs, they are awake to the calls of pleafure as

u-cll as buflncfs: tlic latter we have already dcfcribvd ; the former confiAs in hunting the

wild boar, the lion, and other beads of the fured: i and in the purfuit of thefe <liverfioti$

they fpare no toil, nor (brink from any danger, following their game from rifing to fct-

ting fun, over mountains, rocks, and walles ; and exhibiting equal proofs of courage

and dexterity. The general hunts of the Arabian chiefs differ but little from thofe of

other EaAern princes, which we have already defcribed; but the Arabs alfo amufe

thcmfelvcs with fowling, which they follow in a way fometimes pra£tifcd in England,

ftalking after their game behind a moveable fcreen of reeds or painted canvas, and peep-

ing through loop-holes, from which they prefent their guns, and fire on the unfufpe^ing

birds.

The arms of the Arabs are a fabre and dagger, 4 half pike or lance, and a bow and

quiver ofarrowsj but the latter have been lately exchanged ^mong moftofthe tribes for

fufocs, notwithflanding which they do not wholly lay afid« the bow, but ufe it o^cafion-

ally, and dill teach their youth to draw it withftrength and dexterity. Piftols they (tU

dom ufc, as the clofe fighting in which this kind of arms could be ferviceable is generally

avoided by the Arabs, who prefer Ikirmifbing, advancing, retreating and returning to

the charge, in doing which they can depend on the fwiftncfs of their horfes, and their

own ncill in the management of them, to clofer combat or fixed battles.

The towns and c<ties of Arabia are few in number, and the inhabitants of thefe places

bear no proportion to thofe who wander in the defarts or cultivate the earth in different

parts of the provinces: they are, however, tolerably civilized ; and though, as we have

already obferved, the arts, fciences, and every branch of literature, are at prefcnt at a

very low ebb, yet this people feem in general to pofTcfs clear and apprehenfive underftand-

ings, and to require only cultivation and induflry, to produce fruits of learning, genius,

and ingenuity.

Here are feveral ports on the Red Sea, of which Morha, Judda, and Yambo, are the

principal} the former is fttuate in forty-Ave degrees eaft longitude from London, under the

dominion of one of the xerifs of Arabia* whofe refidence is however upwards cffixty

leagues from this place

The city of Mocha ''Lands in a dry, fandy, and barren plain, unrefrefhed with frefh water,

but clofe to the fea . on the beach of which are, however, for.'c wells of brackifli water,

which ferves for oriinary purpofes, but not for thofe of the VMchin, being as unwholefomc

as it is unpleafant. The frefli water is brought from Mofa, diirant feven leagues from this

city} and as it is conveyed by land, it becomes a very, expcnfive article, in a country

where, from the heat of the climate, a large confumption of it is adiually neceffary to the

cxiftenceof the inhabitants.

The
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The markets of this city, which is tolerably built, and fortified in the eaflern manner,

are well fupplicd with all kinds of provifions. The animal food confilts of the fle(h of

camels, oxen, antelopes, goats, fhecp, lambs, and kiJs, together with partridges, Guinea

hens, and fome other kinds of fowls; the fca furnifhcs a great variety of fifli, excellently

taded, and frefh every day; and the vallies amonjT the mountains, a few leagues from the

cjty, produce vegetables in great abundance, and peaches, apricots, grapes, quinces, and

other fruits of admirable flavour. The fame vallies alfo fupply Mocha with flour of wheat

and other grain, the produdlion of which is favoured by the frequent (bowers which fall

among the hills, and the fprings which burfling from their fides water the lower parts of

them, as well as the little fpaces between the foot of one and the rife of another.

The Englilh Eaft India Company have a faiSlory here, confiding of a chief and fomc

few inferior officers : the exports conftft of the fcveral commodities already mentioned; and

coffee in particular, which produces annually fix times as much money as all their other

trade. It has been computed, though we apprehend very crroneoufly, that forty thoufand

tons in a year are fliipped from this and the other Arabian ports; a third part of this quan-

tity may probably be much nearer the truth.

The Englifli and other nations are compelled to pay in fpecie, of gold or filver, for all the

coiFecthey purchafe; but the Dutch have hitherto exchanged fpices for it: an advantage

in this trade, which we hope will in future be participated by the natives of Great Britain,

as the payment of ready-money to fo confiderable an amount, for an article of mere luxury,

is a heavy lofs on the balance of the trade to the ea(l.

The port of Jodda, or Judda, fhares alfo in the trade of Arabia; European commodities

are brought hither in (hips, belonging to Britiih fubjeds at Bengal, who exchange them

for the different productions of this country, coftce excepted, and he feveral articles with

which it is fupplied from the neighbouring ftates of Afia and Africa. Some of the manufac-

tures of Bengal and Bombay find vent alfo in Arabia, fuch as filks, muflins, calicoes, and

(hauls; but the affairs of commerce are moflly in the hands of Armenians and Indians, the

native Arabians either felling their goods to thefe people, or employing them as brokers.

The defart and mountain of Sinai, are fo remarkable by a variety of events recorded in

Holy Writ, that they demand particular attention. The former is above three leagues long

and one broad, but it is divided by the mountain; on the caftern fide of which ftands the

convent of St. Catherine, built as it is afferted by the Emprefs Helena, in remembrance

of the appearance ofGod toMofes in the burning bufh. This convent is at prefent inhabited

by Greek monks, to the number of forty or fifty, and contains a fquare of three hundred

feet, within walls near forty feet high; to this fquare, within which are dwelling-houfes

or apartments for a much greater number of monks and necefTary attendants, as well as

convenient offices of all kinds, there is only one entrance, by a door near thirty feet from

the ground, and to and from which the monks and their fervants and vifltors fometimes'

afcend and defcend by a ladder kept within, but are much more commonly let down and

drawn up in a bafket or other machine, prepared for that purpofe.

The church and wall, which feem to be the moft ancient buildings, arc compofed of %
kind of coarfe granite of a reddifh colour; the offices and other creiliorts arc of unlburnl

bricks.
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bricks, and on the top of the wall are eight fmall fquire towers, one at each corner, and one
in the center of each of the fide walls: within the fquare there is alfo a tower, in which are

fcveral rooms, where you are informed the emprefs abovementioned refided whenihe villted

this convent; it now ferves for the occafional reception of a Grecian archbifliop, in his

progreffes among his fubordina:e diocefans.

The church, which receives it's name from the miracle of the transfiguration, is han«f-

fomely built and well ornamented; the columns which divide the nave from the aifles are

of poliihed marble; and the floor, which was once dug up by the greedy Turks in purfuit

of hidden treafure, hath been repaired and elegantly finiihed in a Mofaic pavement by the

celebrated Athanafius, one of their archbifliops, in the laft century.

This church contains fevt-al chapels; one in particular, which is fuppofed to cover the

very fpot on which the bufh grew which appeared to Mofes on fire: and in this chapel no

|)erfon is admitted to wear his (hoes, in remembrance ofthe Divine command to the prophet

laft mentioned; *' Put ott' thy fhoes from thy feet, for the place whereon thou ftandeft is holy

*^ ground." A white marble ftone is laid over that part of &>". ground in which the facred

plant is fuppofed to have taken root, and here the monks and other Chriftians pay their

particular adorations. Over the high altar of this church are the figures of the Emperor

Juftinian, and his Emprefs Theodora, in Mofaic work; andthefhrine of St. Catherine, to

whom the convent is dedicated; whofe remains are depoftted in a cheft or cofHn of white

marble, ornamented with carvings of foliage, well executed in bas relief: a pretended hand

of this faint, preferved from corruption, is fhewn to the devotees, the fingers of which are

encircled with rings, enriched with precious ftones.

On the fumniit of the rock, the monks Oiew what they pretend to be an impreiHon of the

body of St. Catherine, who being bound to a wheel, had her head taken off at Alexandria,

during itic icign of the Emperor Maxentius; but,^according to their accounts, this fentence

was no fooner executed, than, in compliance with her earnefl prayer that it might not be

fubjed to the contumelious treatment of unbelievers, her body was conveyed by angels to

the height of Mount Sinai, where it remained till this convent was ereded, into which it

uas removed by the pious care of the monks.

The inhabitants of this convent lead abftcmious lives, fubfifting chiefly on bread, olives,

vinegar, vegetables, and fruit; neither indulging in flefh, butter, or eggs: they arcoi

principally fupplicd from Cairo, thoui),h they grind their corn and make their bread in the

convent, for which purpofes mills and bake-houfes arc provided. They have two well&ol^'

(;xcellent water withiu their own walls; the weU of Mofes, the water of which is tranfpa-

rent and extremely cold; and the well of the Holy Bufh, which is e ^ual'y clear, butfomc-

what warmer.

This convent is governed by a biuop, eleticd from among the monks, and approved by

the patriarch of Jerufalem; and befldes the monks, there are prcfbyters, an inferior order

of priefthood, and lay-brothers; and of thofe two clafles, the numbers may amount to near

a hundred : the prefbyters, who as well as the monks are alfo fometimes called caloyers,

attend ftrangers, and conduct them to tht difFereat parts of the convent, they alfo minifter

io fooKof the lower fervices of the churchj the lay-brothers are either employed in attending

ibc
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the monks, and performing domeftic offices, or in cultivating about four acres of the

rocic, which with indefatigable induftry have been in a length of time covered with an arti-

ficial mould, compofed of the duft and dirt of the convent, and dung and earth brought up

by fmall quantities at a time, and are now become a beautiful garden, producing a variety

of excellent vegetables, and fruits of many different forts; among the latter, their pears

are faid to excel in fize and flavour thofe of any other country of the eaft.

From the convent to the fummit of the mountain, fevcral flights of fteps were formerly

cut out of the rock, and chapels ereAed at the landing places, pointing out other memor-

able events mentioned in thrf Sacred Writings : fuch as the fpot where the law of the two •

tables was communicated to Mofcs; that where the prophet hid himfelf from the face of

the Almighty; and that where Aaron and Hur fupported his hand, during the conflid be-

tween the Children of Ifrael and the Amalekites.

But the particular fituation of the rock from whence the water guihed out uptn the

ftroke of the prophet's rod, feems to be a matter of fome doubt : the monks fhew on

Mount Sinai, a fingle ftone of fifteen feet long, about twelve high, and ten broad, with

an opening or mouth near the center of it, which feems too rude to have been the work of

art, though it bears fome refemblance to the mouth of a lion, and through this mouth

:

they aflert the water flowed ; of the truth of which the Arabians feem fo well convinced,
,

that they afcribe medical virtues to the touch of this facred aprture, and bring herbs and

plants to receive it's influence, which they give to the camels and other beafts of bur-

den, when they happen to fall Tick.

Yet this opinion is contradicted by others, who maintain that the rock on which the •

miracle was wrought, has long fincc been detached from the mountain, and now lies in

the plain of Rephidim, on the weft fide of it ; and this block of granite, which is de

fcribed to be about eighteen feet fquare, has a channel, which appears to have been worn

by a current of water, and is now partly covered with mofs, as arc feveral holes of diffe-

rent depths and diameters, in various parts of this ftonc, and fome of them appear to be

actually incrufted by the paflage of wafer through them; fo that a refpeitabic and reve-

rend traveller feems 10 entertain no doubt, but the water which fo miracuioufly flowed to •

quench the thirft of the parched Ifraelites, was drawn from this identical rock.

But a ftili more modern traveller, of eoual credit, and who lately filled the higheft of--

fices oi the church in a neighbouring kingdom, was (he^n another rock in the road from

the convent of Suez, bearing the fame marks in all refptfts as thnt laft defcribed, and as-.

ftrongly attefted to be the fton'^ which yielded this rcfrcfhing ftrcam.

And to add to the difficulties which arife un this fubjeft, the Venetians have long pre--

fervcd in their church of St. Mark, a like piece of marble, diftinguiihed by the fame ap--

.pcarances, which they affirm to have been brought from Mount Sinai, and to be the fa-
•'

cred ftonc from which, in obedience to the commands of the prophtt, a plentiful fupply

of water was obtained, for the chofcn people of God.

Perhaps, if thofe who examine into this matter on the fpot, could divert thcmf-'Ives of
that religious awe, and thofe imprcffions which naturally take place, on a fpot fo parti-

culruly celebrated for circumftances in wbich the immediate thterfercnce of Divine Po-ma

i ,G wa»

.
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was vifible } it snight bs difcovered, that thofe apppearances in thefe fcveral rocTcs, or

pieces of marble, are by no means preternatural, but might be obferved in a variety of

•other inftances in this country, where the few fprings which are found arifc generally on
the fides of mountains, and among rocks and precipices, and the wat^'t- in it's courfe to the

plain may naturally produce thofe appearances which have fandiifv-J the fcveral pieces of

marble we have mentioned, and in the words of one of thj travelled divines whofe

works we have quoted, ** filled the minds of beholders with reli riousJitrprJze."

In that part of Mount Sinai which ties weft of the plain of Rephidim, are many project,

'tng precipices; which are compofed of a hard marble, of ? red colour, and fomewhat re-

fcmbling porphyry, only that many pieces of thefe rocks are veined with the reprefenta-

tions of trees, plants, and herbs, which being rut into fmall pieces, and thofe chofen

which are moft perfe£l, are imported into Great Britain, under the name of Mocha ftonesj

though fome writers contend that thefe ftones are actually pebbles, which are found on the

ihores of the Red Sea, and b6ing cut and polifhed, exhibit thofe beautiful appearances

we have juft dcfcriiied.

The religion of Arabia hath been already fully drfcribed in our account of the life and

^o(^rines of Mahomet, and of the faith and pradice of the Mahometans in Afian Turky;

but the defcription of the two cities of Mecca and Medina, the one the birth-place, and the

other the afylum of the prophet, together with the mofque or t?mple in the former, the

great obje£l of the Mahometan pilgrimages, and an account of the xerif or pontiff ofMec-
•ca, remain to be given in our prefent geographical hiftory of Arabia.

The xcrif of Mecca is nearly as much rfie fucceflbr and reprefentative of fhe ancient Cfi-

iiphs of this country, as the pope of Rome is of the emperors; both being allowed to be

the fupreme heads of their refpedive religions or churches., and both having temporal as

well as ecclefiaftical fovereignty. The xerif of Mecca is faid, however, to acknowledge

the protection of the Turki/h empire, and to be tributary to th^t power.

Like the pope, alfo, this ecclefiaftical ftate owes it's exiftence to religious fuperftition,

it's own ftrength being wholly unequal to it's fupport: but the authority of the xerif is

much more extenfive than that of the pope, as the doctrines of Mahomet have prevailed

over a much larger portion of the world, than thofe of chriftianity; nor have any of the

profefTors of the former religion ventured to apoftatize from their fpiritual ruler; add to

this, that the office is hereditary, and the family who poftefs it, as well as thofe who may

claim it in default of male defcendants, are to prove their immediate defcent from fome

branch of the family of Mahomet ; ?nd it wll not appear furprizing that thi profeflbrs of

his religion, in all quarters where it has prevailed, fhould pay their homag;^ to the fuccef-

fors and relations of the founder of thei" /'aith, the prophet in the obfervance of whofe doC"

U'i.<& they txpeGt temporal profperity and eternal felicity.

The xerif, fo lately as .he year 1 776, vifited the port of JFudda, where t Britifli man of war

then lay, and notwithftanding he is in general difficult u accefs to ftrangers, he ventured

on board this ihip; and having infpefied every part of her 'vith great curiofity, and much

to his fatisfadi'- and received thofe marks of refpeA and civility which every com-

maniix in the l-nglilh navy knows how to pay with propriety where they are due, he de-

parted,
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parted, exf ''jfllng a high fcife of the treatment he had received, and leaving liberal marks

of his bounty for the crew. This xerif is reprefented to have been at that time a very

young man, of a complexion fo fwarthy as to approach nearly to the blacknefs of a negro;

but he is defcribed as well made, lively, a£live, and intelligent. His military forces are

faid to confift of an inconAderable body of infantry only, which is fomewhat extraordinary

in a country which furnifhes fuch excellent horfes to mount cavalry, and where thofe

troops might be employed fo much more advantageoufly than foot.

The revenues of the xerif are derived from lands his own private property, let to farm

to petty princes, who fubdivide them among their dependants, at certain rents, payable

in produce from an annual tribute on the gro\ '.i of corn, fruits, and other productions of

the earth, and on the increafe of cattle; from the port duties and cuftoms of Judda, Yam-
bo, and part of Mocha; from the internal duties levied on caravans travelling through his

dominions; and, above all the reft, from thevaftconcourfe of pilgrims which annually vifit

the facred temple from every quarter of theeaft, and who individually contribute, in a va-

riety of W7.ys, to the fupport of the power and dignity of the xerif, the great patron of

Mahometanifm, and the chofen guardian of this facred fpot.

The city of Mecca is fltuate in the latitude of ar degrees 20 minutes north ktitude, in

a valley, furrounded at fome diftance by mountains of no very confiderable height, but

which have fupplied the ftones with which the city is built: it lies about a day's journey

from the Red Sea, is wholly defencelefs, and is by no means remarkable for elegance of

building, nor is it well fupplied with water, having very few fprings, and thofe moftly dry

in the hot feafons; and one fmall ftream, the water of which is unpleafantto the tafte, and

unwholefome, occafloning boils and blotches on the (kins of thofewho drink it for any confi*

derable length of time; fo that the inhabitants depend principally on rain water, which

they receive and preferve in cifterns prepared for that purpofe.

The refidence of the xerif is at a caftle called Marbaa, at the foot of the mountains,

about a league from the city, where he has the benefit of good water, as well for ufe as

for the refre(hment of his gardens.

On the fummit of one of the mountains with which Mecca is furrounded, is a cave

which is fbewn as a place of devotion of the prophet, who, in his holy retirement hither,

is believed by his followers to have received from heaven, by the hands of the angel Ga-
briel, the law and thofe precepts which he afterwards promulgated, and which being

colle£1te<l, form the Koran, the facred repofitory of the Mahometan faith, and the

direii-ii jf their prance.

T: '.:. it 3 the Temple of Mecca, the obje£l of fo many thoufand pilgrimages,which con-

tn> ^ .Q:he riches, fame^ and dignity, of this otherwife contemptible city: and hither,

a "-r.;:.! ih; to :he inftitution of the prophet, annually refort an incredible number of de-

votees, -- icfffd from every quarter of the world where the religion of Mahomet hath

been received ; every follower of his dodlrines being folicitous to perform an a£l of devo-

tion, which, without being abfolutely required to be repeated, atones for paft flns,

(hields the performers of it from the commiffion of future offences, and enfurcs them a

perpetuity of thole voluptuous enjoymentSj^which they are taught to expedl in thofe regions

of

mm
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of blifs to which thejrare to gain undoubted admiHlon, by the merit of this compliance with

the injundions of their prophet. Sovereign princes atone for negleding to perform this

duty perfonally, by fplcndid cmbafltes and rich prefents; and inftances have occurred^

within a very few years, of amazing fums offered in this way to deprecate the wrath of

Heaven, which was fuppofcd to be diredled againft the family of a prince who had omitted

to vifit the facred 'I'emple of Mecca.

The temple is in the center of an area, furrounded with buildings which form a piazza

or colonade on all fides of it; and thefe buildings are appropriated to the refidence of cer-

tain devotees of different Mahometan feels, who fpend their lives in reading, praying, and

other religious ai^ls, and arc fupported by the pious contributions of the numerous pilgrims,

none of whom fail to make fome offering for this purpofe. The fquare within the piazza,

which is of confidcrable extent, is gravelled, except the paths leading from forty-two

doors, which are the entrances to the fquare, to the door of the temple itfclf; and thefe

paths or footways are paved with flones of regular form and equal fize.

The facred building, which as we have already obferved, ftands in the center of this

area, is a fquare, each Ade of which may be about twenty-four yards in length and feven

in height; the walls are compofed of lai . hewn ftones, and the whole is executed with the

utmoft plainnefs and neatnefs; the door with Alver plates, wrought and ornament-

ed, and the afcent to it is by a flight of low , formed with the lanie ftones as the wall}

the roof is fiat, and covered as the other terrace^ on the tops of the houfes in the eaft, with

a mixture of land and lime} over the whole is a canopy or covering of fillc, embrv.-dered with

letters of gold, and ornamented with a fringe of the fame materials; this covering is a
prefent from the Grand Signior, and is annually renewed by the caravan which proceeds

from his dominions to Mecca with pilgrims, two camels being chofen to carry by turns

this facred offering, which is received with much ceremony, by the ecclefiaftics of that

place, the xerif himfelf aiSfling in placing it, after the old covering has been removed,

which he appropriates to his own benefit, cutting it into fmall pieces, which are pur-

chafed at extravagant rates by the pilgrims, who wear them about their perfons as prc-

fervatives againft dangers, and when they die, diretSl thefe facred relics to be fixed to the

winding-fliect with which their bodies are wrapped for interment.

Even the camels who are the bearers of the new covering partake of a certain degree of

refpeft, not being fuffi^red to be employed in any other labour for a year after they have

performed this facred office; an exemption from which, however, the poor beafts derive

little advantage, being liable after that time to all the accuftomed feverities of burden

and travel.

The rain which, penetrating the coveri. g, is carried off from the roof by a long fpout,

which is by fome reported to be of pure gold, is received by the pilgrims upon any part of

their bodies with lingular fatisfadlion: thofe who are fprinkled with this holy water pro-

miling themfelves a fuperior portion of happincfs;and if they can procure a draught of it,

they efteem it the greateft bleffing they can receive from Heaven, as a certain earneftof it's

future favour and peculiar protedtion. Nay, the very pigeons, which in amazing numbers

inbabit the walU ofthe buildings which, furround this temgle,, are faa^ified; and happy is

the
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the devotee who can prevail on them to eat corn out of his hand, or piclc up what he fcat-

ters for them on the ground.

This holy temple is only opened eight, or according to fome writers, four days in the

year, for the reception of male pilgrims, and the like number for females ; the mm being

admitted to vifit it one day, and the women the next^ but the feaft of the Bayram feems to

be the favourite feafon for the refoft of thefe enthufiafts to Mecca, this being the grand

feflival of the difciples of Mahomet.

Pilgrims are >t permitted toftay long within thefe facred walls, the great numbers who
throng to enjoy this envied privilege rendering it neceflary to limit their continuance in it;

nor is there any thing remarkable within it to engage their attention, the roof being

fupported by pillars of wood and a few lamps of filver, fufpended by bars of iron, fupply-

ing it with light; on the outflde it is furrounded by a broad pavement, on which a num-

ber of pillars of brafs fupport lamps which are lighted by night and illuminate the whole

fquare.

The principal relics which attra£l the devotion of pilgrims, are a black ftone which is

depofited in the corner near the door of the temple, and which is reputed to have been

brought from heaven by the angel Gabriel at the creation of the world, in a ftate of perfect

whitenefs, and to have undergone the change which has brought it to it's prefent colour,

on account of the fins of mankind, which are fuppofed to be marked on it, for an eternal

memorial of their ingratitude to their great Creator and Benefactor: and another (lone

which receives the water from the fpout above defcribed, and which ftill continues white,

being fuppofed to cover the fpot in which Ifmael lies interred.

But there are alfo other objects which engage the attention of the devout pilgrim:

about twelve paces from the temple, on the eaft fide of it, is the fepuichre of Abraham,

who is believed to have founded this temple at the exprefs command of the Almighty;

fomc, however, contend that the patriarch was not interred in this place, but thattheftone,

which is fuppofed to be fepulchral, only marks the fpot on which he ftood to fuperintend

theeredlion of the building; and in confirmation of this aflertion, pretend to fhew the

printsof his footfteps, miraculoufly preferved, to perpetuate the inftitution of a place of
worfliip under the dire£lion of God himfelf ; but which ever of thefe opinions is neareft the

truth, from which they are both moft probably very remote, the ftone is inclofed within

rails of iron, and covered with a canopy of filk, embroidered with gold.

To the left of this inclofure is the well called Zemzem, which is believed to be the foun-

tain in the Wildernefs where the angel of God found Hagar, when (he fled from the cruelty

of her envious miftrefs Sarah: to the unwholcfome water of this well, the Mahometans
afcribe, among other virtues, that of purifying them from corporeal pollution or corruption,

and as they drink of no other whilft they remain at Mecca, they ate at firft affefted with
boils and eruptions on their (kins, which are afterwards carried off by a violent purging;
and this efFefl on their bodies, they confider as typical of fpiritual purification ; and to com-
municate this bleffing to thofe who have not yet undertaken the pilgrimage, they carry

bottles of this hallowed water to their homes, and diftributc it in fmall portions among

3 H th«r
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their friends, who fip it and apply it externally for the mutual welfare of their fouls and

bodies.

The numbers who annually perform this pilgrimage are fuppofcd to amount to forty

thoufand, colle£lcd from almoft every part of Afia and Africa, whire the Mahometan reli-

gion has prevailed; Perfia, however, contributes to this concourfe in a much fmallcr de-

gree than any other country where this faith is univerfal, the monarchs of that empire hav-

ing, as has been already obferved, very wifely fubftituted a pilgrimage within iheirown

dominions, to prevent the emigration of the inhabitants, and the expenditure of fo much
wealth in a foreign nation.

Thofe who journey to Mecca, from the various parts of Afia, travel with caravans in the

manner which has been before defcribed ; but the inhabitants of Africa who undertake this

pilgrimage, generally embark at Suez, a'port of the Red Sea, and Atuate at the northern ex-

tremity of the weft gulph of that water, where vefiels attend at certain ftated feafons, and

tranfport them to Rabbock, a fmall haibour within a few days journey of Mecca, where

they are fet on fliore, and proceed to the holy city by land.

But from whatever country, or in whatever manner, thefe pilgrims perform their jour-

ney, they indifcriminately conform to certain ceremonies on their approach to Mecca, and

during their continuance in that place; aftridl attention to which, feems to be an indifpen-

fible obligation on all ranks of people.

When they arrive within a day's journey of Mecca, they divert themfelves of their ordi-

nary apparel, which they refume no more till they have compleatly performed their pil-

grimages; their cloathing now confifts of two loofe garments or cloths, one round their

fhoulders reaching to the waift, and the other from that part to the middle of the leg; their

heads and feet are left bare, except that the bottoms of the latter are Sometimes protected

by fandals. And this aufterity of drefs is alfo to be accompanied with great purity of

manners; to which end, they totally fufpend all engagements in their ufual occupations,

and even in the common concerns of life; and during this feafon of relaxation from worldly

bufinefs, they are fo careful not to deprive any being of exiftence, that it isfaid they permit

vermin to prey oji their bodies with impunity, being either too deeply immerfed in reli-

gious contemplation to attend to their depredations, or being reftrained from even difturb-

ing them by the motives of tendernefs and univerfal benevolence.

As the pilgrims approach Mecca, they are alfo met by certain minifters m the temple of

the lower order, who make it their bufinefs to inftrufl pilgrims in the rules they are to ob-

ferve whilft they are in the performance of this important duty ; and thefe people alfo ferve

as guides and conduAors to the fcveral facred fpots they are to vifit, the fountains where

they are to purify, and the particular places where they are to perform certain adts of devo-

tion, according to eftabliftied cuftom.

On their arrival at Mecca, they are immediately led to one of the entrances into the

fquare of the temple, which is particularly diftinguiflied by the appellation of the Gate of

Peace ; here they leave their fandals, and entering bare-foot, they are inftrudted by their

conductors in a certain form of prayer, which they utter with great appearance of devo-

tion, and with many gefticulations, expreifivc of their joy at being admitted to a fight of the

facred
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fac""' building, round which they traverfe fcven times, and then follow their guides into

thf ftreet, in imitation of whom they rfFcct to be elevated almoft to madncfs, fometimcs

running, at other times walking, and then (landing ftill for fevera! minutes at a time; and

having in this manner made the circuit of the buildings which furround the fquarc, they

retire to their lodgings for the night.

On the fucceeding morning they return again to the temple, and arc admitted into the

facred building, where having dedicated themfelves to God and his prophet in the terms

prefcribed to them by their conductors, they vifit the other holy fpnts within the fquarc,

and drink of the waters of Zcmzem ; and having thus far compleatcd the immediate cere-

monials of the pilgrimage, they are at liberty to throw off the garb of mortification, and

refume their accuftomed apparel.

But as the pilgrims generally remain at Mecca a week or ten day$, they perfid during

that whole time, in daily, and almoft hourly vifits to the fquare of the templej and here

they not only perform their ordinary devotions, but continue to walk round it repeatedly

till their ftrength is exhaufted, killing the black ftone already mentioned, and repeating

particular prayers or portions of the Koran at ftated periods. And when they can no longer

endure the fatigue of farther perambulations, they fit down on the pavement or gratel>

and contemplate with Teeming rapture the manfion favoured by Heaven.

Nor have they yet attained all the ends of their pilgrimage; they are ambitious of the ti-i

tie of hadgee, or fandified, which is to be obtained by the obfervance of other ceremonies.

For this purpofe they once more ftrip themfelves of their cloathing, and afTume the habit

of mortification ; and at a certain fixed feafon, they proceed to a hill, fome leagues diftant

from Mecca, called Gihel el Orphet, or the Mount of Knowledge; and here they make formal

confefTions of their tranfgreffions ; and having bewailed their iniquities with fighs, tears,

and all the firiking appearances of penitence, they are at once faluted by the chief attend-

ing imaum, or prieft, by the title of hadgees, which they retain during the remainder of

their lives.

The acceffion of this honour is no fooner announced by the found of trumpets and

other inftruments of mufic, than the whole cavalcade of pilgrims defcend the hill, on their

return towards Mecca ; but they halt for the firft night about a league from the Mount of

Knowledge, and on the following morning each pilgrim colledts a certain number of fmall

ftones, one third part of which are thrown at a pillar which is fixed at a place called Mi-
oa, being the termination of the fecond day's journey, and which is fuppofed to be the fpot

on which Abraham intended to offer up his fon Ifaac; and this cafling of ftones feems to be

emblematical of cafting away their fins : the other two third parts of the ftones, are em-
ployed in like manner at two other pillars eredted to perpetuate fome other events of their

traditional hiftory. And thefe burdens beingdifpofed of, the wholecompany lay afide their

habits of mortification, and betake themfelves to mirth and feafting; being fupplied with

(heep by the neighbouring (hepherds, of which every pilgrim who can afford it pur-

chafes one, and diftributes the greateft part of it to thofe who are unable to provide

for themfelves.

Having



ii6 A.

Having fpent three days in fcftivity, they all return In proceffion to Mecca, virherc they

: are not AifFered to remain long, their departure being required to make room for other pil-

.grims. .At certain ftated feafons, and always after the pilgrims have been conducted to

the Mount of.Knowledge, afairis.held for various commodities, and particularly the ma-
nufadlures and produce of India, which arc expofed to Tale in great quantities} among

othef purchafes, the pilgrims .ufually provide themfelves at this fair with the winding-

.iheet in which they -intend their bodies (hall be wrapped for their interment; and this is

compofed of fine linen, and fandlified by being dipped in Come of the holy water which

. defcends from the roof of the temple.

On the day preceding the departure of the pilgrims from Mecca, all thofe who journey

, in one connpany alTemble together, and take a folemn leave of the object of their pilgri-

• mage; having as ufual perambulated about the temple, revifited all the facred fpots and re-

> lics,> and performed their feveral a6ls of devotion and adoration, they retire from the

' facred fcene backward, keeping their eyes fixed on the fuppofed dwelling place of God and

, his prophet Mahomet, and continue to repeat portions of their Sacred Writii\gs, till they

I. reach the door by which they are to quit the fquare, when they nffeA to burft into exta-

I iies of grief, and having taken one agonizing look, they haften into the ftreet, and retire

to prepare for their journey, which they begin at day-break on the fucceedlng morning.

We have already offered our opinion as to the motives by which Mahomet was influenced

intheeftabliflimentof thofe pilgrimages, and in the repetitions of t.hem during his life; nor

will it be difficult to account for the pains taken by thofe who are interefted in the profits

of them, to encourage the credulous and devout to undertake a journey to Mecca, which

is to procure them the forgivenefs of all their tranfgreflions, and temporal and eternal fe-

licity; but we confefs ourfelves at a lofs to difcover on what grounds of reafon or policy,

the fovereigns of remote nations, and in particular the emperor of the Turks, can coun-

tenance emigrations, which carry immcnfe riches out of their refpeiflive territories, and

occafion a confiderable wafle of inhabitants; many of thofe who undertake this.pilgrimage,

perifhing by the way from want, fatigue, and the ordinary perils of long journies through

inhofpitable climates, where the influence of the burning winds alone frequently fweeps

. whole caravans, and others are overwhelmed and buried in clouds of (hifting fands.

Perhaps it may be fuppofed that the law of Mahomet, which enjoins fuch flri£t and un-

: rellfting fubmiffion to the governing powers, will be molt flrongly enforced on thofe who

have thus voluntarily devoted themfelves to the fervice of God; and that thofe who have in

this manner ratified their faith, and renewed their fubfcription to all the doctrines of the

prophet, will be more likely to yield to that defpotic fway, with which the tyrants of tbc>

.L-aft rule ,the unhappy people who arejdeftined.to bear the yoke of flavery, and groan under

the hand of oppreffion.

But howev«^r the pilgrimage may difpofe thofe who make it to be dutiful, obedient,

and fubmifllvc fubje6ls, it is not fuppofed to endow them with any extraordinary virtues

as citizens; on the contrary, thofe of other religions, who live among the Mahometans,

have many proverbial expreilions, which mark an opinion by no means favourable to thefe

peregrinations
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peregrinations among them : it is commonly faid that one pilgrimage to Mecca makes a

man a (harper, a fccond a knave, and a third an avowed villain; and it is not improbable

that this folemn renewal of their faitR may incrcafe their inveteracy againft unbelieverSt

and difpofe them toa£t injurioufly towards thofc who rcfufe to receive the law of that pro-

phet, in compliance with whofe injuiidions they peifurm this dangerous and fatiguing ait

of devotion.

, About ievcnty leagues to the northward of Mecca, about twenty to the weft of the Red
Sea, and in 24 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, lies the city of Medina, celebrated fttf

having been the afylum of Mahomet when he was expelled from his native city of Mecca,

for being afterwards his favourite place of bis abode, and by his own diredUon of hi* lA-

terment, though as wc have already remarked all travellers and hiftorians do not 4gre« in

this point, fome contending that the body of the prophet w^s after various difpg^s 4«p9-

fited in the temple of Mecca.

The city of Medina is fituate in a well watered plain, and is furrounded with a W(J1

of brick \ it contains about a thoufand houfes partly built of the fame materials and partly

of ftone; but they are by no means remarkable for elegance, being fo low as feldom to e](>

ceed one ftory.

But Medina contains feveral magnificent mofques, and particularly that in which is the

tomb of the prophet, and which by way of pre-eminence is called, ^0$ a Kibu^ or the Mofi
Holy; this building, which is about thirty yards in length and twenty in breadth, being an

oblong fquare, is fupported by a number of columns to which are fixed lantps in greajL

abundance; immediately under a dome ftands the tomb, which is of white marble, en-

compafled with rails or a baluftrade of filver, and furrounded with curtain^ of dama^
fringed with gold ; from the baluftrade within hang many filver lamps, which are lighted

every night, and thofe only whofe duty it is to take care of thefe lamps are admitted

within the rail.

It may not be improper to take notice of a vulgar idea, that the roof of this temple con-

tains a load-ftone of aftonifliing fize, by the attradion of which the cofEn, which inclofi^s

the body of the prophet, and which is fuppofed to be of iron or fteel, is fufpended in the air

between the floor and covering of the mofque} but the defcription we have already giveQ

of the tomb compleatly refutes this abfurd and groundlefs report.

There are but few other towns or cities of Arabia which deferve notice : Aden, which
lies between the Gulph of Perfia and the Red Sea, was once a place of fome confequencc}

but it's trade is now principally removed to Mocha, though it ftill contains five or fi]^

thoufand inhabitants; it is defended by cannon, placed on the eminences of mountains^

with which it is clofely furrounded ; and from the fame mountains the city is fupplied with

water by an aquedud, which conveys it to a refervoir juft without the city; the houfes

are better built than thofe of Medina, containing two flories, with the convenience of ter-

races on the top, as in other parts of the eaft. Upwards of two centuries ago the Turks
made themfelves mafters of Aden, and committed horrid a£ts of barbarity; but they were
foon expelled by the Arabian prince of Yenen, whofe conqueft was attended with circum«
fiances of equal cruelty,

3 I Before
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Before we proceed to defcrlbe the celebrated ruins of Palmyra, it may not be improper

to make fome enquiry into the origin and hiftory of this once magnificent city; but though

for this purpofe we (hall confult both the facred and profane hiftorians, we are apprehen-

five our refearches will do little more than enable us to form probable conjeflures, the

writings of either affording little information, the authenticity of which may be relied on.

In Holy Writ we are informed that Solomon, the fecond king of Ifrael, built Tadmor in tin

ffnidemtfSf ind by this name the city, or rather ruin of the city of Palmyra, is known at this

day among the Arabians; and prophane hidorians alfo aflert that Palmyra was built by

Solomon, the fon of David, on the fpot where his father flew Goliath, the giant, in honour

of that atchlevcment; and this coincidence of hiftory is fomewhat confirmed by the tradi>-

tionary relations of the prcfent inhabitants of this partof Arabia; who, among the remains of

Palmyra, affed to point out parts of the building-:, as having been appropriated to different

ufes; fuch as the apartments allotted to his concubines, a tomb which they fuppofe was

ereded to perpetuate the memory of fome particular favourite among the numerous females

devoted to his pleafure, and feveral other deftinations ; which fcem all to have been ra-

ther appointed by fertile inventions to amufe the credulous vulgar, than by the uxorious

monarch to whom they give the credit of thefe erections; though they fuppofe fuch works

of grandeur were not cflFe^led in a place fo apparently deflitute of material?, without fome

preternatural affiftance.

But there can remain but little doubt that the ancient city of Tadmor was compleatly

demolifhed by Nebuchadnezzar in his approach to the deflrudlion of the capital of the

Jewifh empire; as no mention is made of it either by that accurate hiftorian Xenophon,

who fo elaborately defcribes other parts of this defart in his celebrated account of the re-

treat of the younger Cyrus, nor in any records extant of the marches and conquefls of

Alexander the Great, though his route to the Euphrates lay acrofs the fame defart.

From the probable de/hudion of it by Nebuchadnezzar, we are totally in the dark, nor

can the fmalleft traces bt found, by which the sera of it's re-edification can be fixed, or

to whom that work may be attributed ; the Roman hiflory continuing equally filent with

refpe£t to the fate or condition of this city, till one of their hiflorians mentions an attempt

of Mark Antony, to feize and plunder it, in the decline of that republic ; at which time it

appears from the fame hiAorian to have been a populous and flourifhing city, the inha-

bitants of which were merchants, whofe traffic was not confined to the produce of their

own country, but extended to that of India, with which they h?.d zc that time communi-

cation; and as this hiftorian offers as an apology for this outrage of the Romans, an af-

fcrtion of their commander, that the Parthians had committed fome breach of the neutra-

lity which fubfifled between them and the republic, it mufl be underflood that Palmyra

mufl have been then cbnfidered as a Parthian city, or that it was in confederacy and alli-

ance with that country ; and though towards the fall of the Roman greatnefs it appears

from the infcriptions on certain coins to have been a province of that empire, yet it is pro-

bable that it rofe in gn.ndcur and riches after the attack of it by Mark Antony, and

that the inhabitants, who, to ayoid his fury, retreated with all their mofl valuable effe&s

acrofs the Euphrates, and defended the paflage of that river againft his army, returned and
' refettlcd
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refettled at Pitlmyri, as foon as peace and order were reftored; at it may be gathered

from various infcriptions which have been found among thefe ruins, that in about half «

century after the laft-mentioned event, the inhabitants of Palmyra indulged in a variety

of luxurious and expenfive pieafures.

From the attack of Mark Antony, however, no notice is taken of this city till the reign

of Gallienus, when we find the throne of Palmyra filled by Odenathus, at that timr.

an a£tive and fuccefsful ally of the Roman empire} and who in the war between that ftate

and Perfia, after the armies of the former had been difgraced in various battles, with the

fliattercd remains of them only, attacked, and in his turn overthrew the vidtorious mo-
narch of Perfia, Mattering his army, and purfuing the fugitives even to the capital of the

kingdom.

Rut from what race Odenathus fprung, or by what means he became pofleiTed of the

throne he enjoyed, we are wholly uninformed; the beft accounts of this prince being fo

obfcure as to leave us totally in the dark as to his origin, and to give us very imperfeft

ideas of his life and a£tions : concerning his death hiftorians have been fomewhat more ex-

plicit, as they generally agree, that after having expelled the Goths out of Afia Minor,

where under Balifta their leader they had committed horrid enormities, and being for this

and former a£ts of friendfhip and favour to the Roman empire, declared Augudus, and in-

vefted with an equal (hare of the imperial honours and powers, he was murdered by the

treachery of his nephew or kinfman Mzonius; his fon Herodes foon after meeting the

fame fate, and the murderer ufurping the throne and government, which he did not long

enjoy, receiving the reward of his villainies from the hands of the very perfons he had

employed in the a£tual commiflion of them.

But of Zenobia the ^ueen of Odenathus, our accounts are fomewhat more perfect, Co

that hiftorians have even undertaken to defcribe her perfon, which in fkriSt conformity to

the accounts given of all heroines, is reprefentcd to have been uncommonly beautiful; her

mind wasof courfe the counterpart of her exterior excellence; (he was ftri£tly juft, yet

mild in difpofition, liberal without profufion, open, candid, chafte; and what might add

to the luilre of a female character in thofe remote ages, fo brave^ that her condu£l in the

field has been recorded with the higheft eulogiums, by Aurelian, a Roman emperor and

hiilorian.

To thefe qualifications are to be added, learning and defcent; for fhe is faid to have

been perfeAly acquainted with the Egyptian, Greek, and Latin languages, and to have

been pofTofTed of a fund of hiftorical knowledge; and though we are wholly unacquainted

with the family of Odenathus her hufband, yet Zunobia boafted of having Ptolomy and

Cleopatra in the lift of her anceftors.

But however well we are informed of the chara£ter and condu£l of Zenobia, we are left

to guefs at the motives which could induce her to renounce fo fplendid an alliance as that

ofRome,andwhichpromifedfomuchin favour of her furviving offspring; yet certain itis,

that foon after the deaths of Odenathus, his fon, and the ufurper Msonius, the government

having fallen upon Zenobia, both as the tdiSt of the king and the natural guardian of

his children, (he appeared in arms againft the Roman power, and having given battle to

Heradianus,

m
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Hcraclianui, who commandccT the troops of that empire, he wa^ totally overthrown, hit

army difpcrfcd, and Syria, Mcfopotamia, and part of Alia Minor, being fubdued to her

government, (he turned her arms agamd Egypt j and having cntruftcd the conduct of an

expedition into that country to Zabdas, a veteran officer, who had fcrvcd under the ban<

hers of Odcnathus, he executed his commiffion with fueh zeal and fidelity, that this

whole province wasalfo added to the conquells of his royal midrcfsi though not without

fomc fcvcre ftruggles on the part of thj Roman troops, who were Rationed in this country,

and fome checks received by Zabdas, whofe army had been once nearly expelled from the

rewly acquired territories; till the chief, availing himfelf of the ignorance of Frobus, the

Roman prefcft, who attempted after his fucccfles to cut off the remains of his retreating

foe, without being acquainted with the country, lay in ambuih with his Palmyrcncs,

and as the Romans advanced, furroundcd and deltroyed the whole army; the leader him-

felf, with that favage and cnthufiaftic fpirit of honour, which was then held in high

eftecm, perifliing by his own fword, to avoid adding his captivity to the triumphs of the

conqueror.

Thus was a new and mighty empire raifed in the eaft, but the foundation was too nar«

now to enfure it's continuance : the Emperor Claudius, alarmed at the progrefs of Zeno-

bia's arm"!, determined tooppofe it with all the forces of the empire, which he wascol-

ledling for this purpofe, when he was carried ofFbythc plague, leaving to his fucceflbr

Aur( lian, the performance of a taflc fo eflential to the honour and intereft of the empire.

And now the brilliancy of Zenobia's reign began to be over-clouded, and the tide of

fuccefs which had flowed fo rapidly, fcemed to abate. The Emperor Aurelian had no

fooner fettled the internal difordcrs of the empire, and driven back within their bounds

thofe northern nations, whofe irruptions had threatened de(tru£}ion to the ftate; than he

turned his whole attention to curb the power and retrain the extending conquefts of the

neweaftern emprcfs, the fame of whofe arms had ftruck terror into the furrounding pro-

vinces, and rendered the Roman Eagle contemptible in the eyes of all the nations of Afric

and Afia.

Having for thefe purpofes drawn together an army of fufficient force, and having

eroflcd the Bofphorus, and poffefled himfelf of Tyana, in the province of Cappadocia, he

continued his route to Antioch, which he foon got into his hands, by thofe allowable arts

of war which prevent the cfFufion of human blood; and having fhortly after defeated the

queen's armies in two different battles, the eaftern provinces were in confequ^ce of thefe

adlions brought back to their allegiance; and by a fatal, but not uncommon viciOitude of

fortune, fhe who a few months before reigned fovereign miflrefs of the ea(^, faw herfelf

llripped not only of her new acquifitions, but of all her original territories, and confined

within the walls of her capital.

Nor did the Roman conqueror permit her to reft in fecurity even in this afylum; he

invefted the city of Palmyra, which was defended with all the alacrity and zeal which

the beauty and oratory of their beloved fovereign could infpire; fo that Aurelian finding

the refinance fo formidable as to threaten the deflru£lton of great part of his army, of-

fered the unfortunate queen fucb twr\% as prudence ihould have induced her to accept

;

but
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but afluateJ by a fpirk above controul, and an exalted fenfe of her own dignity, (he

rtjedted the conditions on which (he niight have obtained p.-acc and fafetyj and preferring

nri attempt to engige the Peifians in an alliance, and to obtain fuccours from them, to

what her pride reprefented as a difhonourable fubmiflion, (he endeavoured to reach the

Perlian dominions on a dromedary, and depended on the fwiftnefs of the bead to carry her

beyond the reach ofpurfuit; but her former good fortune had forfaken her, and flic fell

into the hands of the enemy as flie was crofllng the river Euphrates.

Palmyra was now furrendered to Aurelian, who committed no outrages on the inhabi-

tants, but contented with the fpoil which fell into his hands, he garrifoned the city with

fix hundred archers, and proceeded with the royal captive to EmifTa, or Emefa.

Zenobia being now in the poflefTion of her conqueror, fcemed to be forfaken by that

fpirit which had hitherto diftinguifhcd and fupported her; her difpofttion feemed to have

changed with her fortunes, and the haughty princefs who had declared her preference of

death to difgrace, now condescended to court the favour of her fubducr, by meanly dif-

covering thole whofe advice had influenced her to rejcdl the terms he had offered, who

were facrificed to the unmanly wrath of the vindictive Roman; nor could the merit of the

celebrated Longinus, a writer of the fird reputation, fliield bim from the vengeance of

the enraged emperor; his life paid the forfeit of his ofFence, and he met his fate with the

firmnefsof a man, and the dignity of a philofopher; whilft his betrayer was refervfed to

grace the triumph of Aurelian, and after having endured the fhame of being exhibited in

this public fpedlacle, flie married a private citizen, and ended her days in a villa towards

the banks of the Tyber, which, together with fome adjoining lands, were beftowed on her

by the emperor, in exchange for her kingdoms and throne.

Though the city of Palmyra was thus reduced to the mortifying neceffity of receiving a

Roman garrifon, the yoke of fubjei^ion fat by no means eafy on the necks of the degraded

inhabitants; who, difgufted with the manners of their conquerors, and confcious of the

(late of freedom from which they had fallen, determined once more to take arms, and ex-

pelordeftroy the invaders of their rights; and the refinance of the garrifon having com-

pelled the inhabitants to adopt the latter meafure, they were obliged to put every Roman
to the fword.

But as thofe who are urged to defperate efforts feldom a<St under the guidance of pru-

dence, or attend to the fuggeftionsof reafon; the unfortunate Palmyrenes foon found that

their attempt to regain their liberty had been ill-timed and premature: had they waited till

the conqueror had been returned to Rome, and his armies difl)anded, they might have

ftrengthened their hands by inuring the whole body of the people to arms, or calling in

fome neighbouring flate, jealous of the Roman power, to their afliftance; and by the time

a new army had been levied, and frefh preparations made, it might have been found a

difficult taHc to have fubdued a people prepared for the atuck, and contending for the

dearefl privileges of human nature.

But the blow was ftruck while Aurelian was yet on his march, and before he had reached

the Roman capital; and he was no fooner informed of this unexpeAed event, than )}c

turned back, and having invefted the city with an army flufhed with vtdory, and big
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with conqueK, the unfortunate Palmyrenes once more fell into tlk: hanJs of the empsror;

who, far from repeating his former lenity, delivered up the city and the inhabitants to the

rage of the mercilefs foldiers, who put the former to the fvvord without pity or diil^ndion;

and having plundered the latter, reduced it to a heap of ruins : though the ccki>iatcd I'em-

ple of the Sun was fome time after rcilored in fome mealure to it's fplendor, out of the gold,

fllvcr, and jewels, which were found in the royal coffers at the original rcdudlion of

the city.

From this time Palmyra continued under the government of the Roman empire, and

became a ftation for fome of it's troops, as it appears from fome infctiptions dill or not

long fince legible, that a particular legion garrilbncd this city fo late as four hundred

years after the Chrillian xn; though feme hiitorians infinuate that it foon became of fu

little confcqucnce, that even the gnrrifon was withdrawn ; which may account for our

iinding no mention of it in the Roman hiftory later than the reign of Judinian, who is

faid to have fupplied it with water, cither by repairing the ancient aqueducts, or ere6l>

ing new.

This city of Palmyra or Tadmor, is fituate in a p^rt of the Defarts of Arabia Petrxa,

ufually diitinguiihed by the name of the Palmyrene Dc.la<;. or that of Tadmor^ in about

33 degrees north latitude, feventy leagues to the foii'.h-ealt of Aleppo. In dcfcribing

thefe noble ruins, we fnall principally der°nd on a learn^^d and ingenious modern traveller

of our own country, who, with two others, his companions, infpe£led them on the f|)ot,

and made accurate drawings of thefe remains of antiquity, which have fince been elegantly

engraved and publifhed, and are now to be found in the cabinets of the curious in al-

moft every part of Europe.

The approach to the ruins of Palmyra is through a valley between two mountains, in

which the remains of an aquedudt which formerly conveyed water to that magnificent

city, and probably that which was rebuilt or repaired in the reign of Juftinian, are fliU

vifible; and on each fide of this valley are many fqiiare towers of a confidcrable height,

which were fuppofed to have been intended for defence, but appear, upon infpeZlion, to

have been fepulchres of the ancient inhabitants of Palmyra. Immediately beyond thefe

venerable monumcnf of former fplendor, the valley grows wider on each fide, and dif-

piays a ftiipcnd'^us proof of the vanity of human grandeur, in the ftill magnificent re-

mains which lie fcattered on every fide, of ftru£tures which were once the ad rfiiration of the

world; nor can any profpeft be better calculated to imprefs the mind with a proper iden of

the inftability of all the works of man, than fuch a multitude of Cormthian columns^ all

cf white marble, as rife on every quarter, with a few intervening walls, marking the fpots

where they once contributed to the fymmetry, proportion, .ind order of edifices, the

fortiis of which are no longer difcoverable, but are blended in undidinguifhed ruin.

A wall which once compofed a part of thir Temple of the Sun, appr-ars to the left of the

interi^rcxtremity of the talley, and itotwithftanding a great part of it has fallen down, it

is ftil. of confidcrable length. Twelve noble windows arc ftill left in it at proper diftantes;

and ftill farther to the left are two more in the other remaining; fragment of the wall. Be-

tween each of thefe windows, a pilafter of the Corinthian order fuppor*^^ m entablature.

The
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The rpace left by the overthrow of pnrt of this wall, extends the view to diftant rows of

columns; and over that part of it which is dill ftanding, rife the ruins of the temple itfcif}

^t that cud which was formerly ornamented by a portico, is a fquare ruinous tower, ma-

nikftly of modern con(lru(Stion, and j)robably > 'e£tcd by the Turks; and between thefe

remains of ancient grandeur are inclofures of corn and olive trees, which the Arabs have

ftparated from each other by mud walls, and which fumetimcs interfc£t magnificent ruins

of buildings, which have been compored of much richer materials.

Immediately before the modern tower already mentioned, part of a very large column is

Aill flanding on it's bafe; and though the higher part, with the capital and entablature, are

fallen, yet the beauty and dignity of the whole may be difcovcred from the broken pieces

of thefe ornaments which lay fcattered on the furrounding ground. This column is five

feet and a half in diameter near the bafc

Somewhat to the right of the Turkifli tower, but at a confiderable diftance, are the

ruins of another comparatively modern building, which appears to have beci a Turkiih

niofque, by it's minoret; before it a noble column, of the fame dimcnfions ,» that broken

down, rifes to a much greater height; and ftill more to the right is an arch of beautiful

conftrudtion, with a poftern on each fide, richly ornamented, from whence a colnnade ex-

tends; which is four thoufand feet in length,, and is terminated by a fuperb maufolcum.

Many of the columns which compofed this portico ate fallen, and open a view to other

ruins, and in other parts the remains of other diftant ftrudlures, bearing marks of ancient

dignity, are feen through the intercolumniations. Still nearer, and in front of this aflo-

nilhing colonade, a fmall temple remains, rather more entire, and adorned with a noble

portico; and more to the right is another temple, the pcriftyle of which forms a beautiful

objeA through the columns. Purfuing the fanve courfe to the right, a range of columns

appears which feem to have belonged to another portico; but before you reach thefe, fomc

ruins, prefent thcmfclvcs of a building which feems to have been a Chriftian church; and

R\\\ nearer, and more to the right, are four flanding columns, dill fufporting fuperb enta-

blatures, and are the only remains of fon i grand edifice. To- the right of thefe, but more

diftant, are many columns fupporting a confiderable part of their entablature; and fo

difpofcd that they refemble the periftylc of a fmall temple whicii has been entirely de-

flroycd; and nearer, but more to .he right, is another n- .icuia, which appears to have

been executed with great elegance.

Where the buildings are entirely levelled, the plain is covered a ith .in infinite numbrr
of fcattered columns, fome with, and fome without their entablatu ,nd other otna-

nicnts; and on all fides lie rich fragments of broken columns, capitals, and rones of a pro

digiou« magnitude.

The diflant profpeft is terminated by a range of mountains, on one of which lUnds a

caflle, but of Icfs ancient and magnificent conftruAion than the ruins we have dcfc bed

it is furroundcd by a ditch, and being at prefent without a draw-bridge, it is inacc Fiblc.

Some veftigcs of a fortification, evidently Turkifli, arc difcovcrablc on another mountain at

fome fmall diftance.

From any of the furrounding hiJls all thefe noble ruins appear at one view; and as wr
approach them, qui admiration is ftill excited by the amazing fizc of the columns, aiio

excellence
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excellence oF the workman/hip with which the ornamental parts are (iniflieJ, particularly

thofe of the gate, and'thc beauty of the capitals and entablatures; perhaps, the dignity of

the fcene is heightened from the contrail: which is formed by the mifcrable huts of the

Arabs, thirty or forty of which are erefted in the very court of the great temple.

The remains of walls with which thcfe ruin< were formerly furrounded, may be traced

in fome places, though they are for the moii part entirely levelled. Thefe fecm to have

taken in acompafs of about three miles j but it is n'.uch more probable that thefe walls in-

clofed only the public buildings, and not the whole of this fiourifliing and populous city,

in confirmation of which opinion, the Arabs point out a tra£l of land raifed above the level

of the defart, about ten miles in circumference, which they maintain to have been the ex-

tent of the ancient city, and that ruins are ftill difcovered there by digging. Indeed, a

circumference of three miles muft have been apparently too narrow for Palmyra in it's fplen-

dor and profperity, as the prefent ruins evince that the greateft part of that fpace wa*

filled by edifices which could not have been appropriated to private ufes, and the ailonifh-

ing magnificence of which inconteflibly prove the grandeur, and afford probable conjec-

tures as to the magnitude cf this ancient city.

Two dreams of hot and fulphureous water flow through thefe ruins; one of which rifes

in a grotto, about the height of a man, at a little diftance to the weft of the ruins. I'hc

whole grotto is a bafon filled to the depth of two feet with the hot water; and this place is

ftill appropriated to it's ancient ufe, having been a bath of great antiquity, as appears from

fome infcriptions which were difcovered on an altar dedicated to Jupiter, almoft on this

very fpot, from whence alfo it may be gathered, that the waters of this fpring were in high

eftimation, during the flourifliing ftate of Palmyra, and were at that time committed to the

care of a certain number of the citizens, who were appointed by ballot to this important

truft. The waters of both ftreams are nearly of the fame quality, and are efteemed whole<

fome by the inhabitants, and falutary in certain difordeis.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that none of the infcriptions which have been difcovered are

of greater antiquity than the Chriftian aera, nor any fubfcquent to the deftru£tion of this

city by the Emperor Aurelian, except a Angle one in Latin, which mentions the ere6\ion

of fome public buildings by Dioclefian. On two of the maufoleums already mentioned,

infcriptions are legible in the fame language, that on one purporting ui4t tne ouiiding was

erected by Jamblieus, asa fepulchral monument forhimfclf and family, in 314, being about

the third year from the birth of Chrift; and the other, containing the like account of it's

ere£lion for the fame purpofe, by Elabilas Menaius, in 414, or the hundred and third year

from the fame sra; and from the fimilarity of thefe maufoleums, in point of elegance and

execution, to the remains of thofe buildings which are now in ruins, it may be inferred,

that they are the works of nearly the fame period of time, though as the workmanlhip of

that which bears the latcft date is moft perfedl, it may be conceived that it was executed

whilft this city was in the zenith of her fplcndor.

Three or four miles within the defart, to the northward of the ruins of Palmyra, is

a valley, which is fuppofed to be that of Salt, where David fmote the Syrians. This val-

ley ftill fupplies Damafcus and the neighbouring towns v(ith great quantities of that

commodity} with which the earth is fo impregnated, that, on digging little more than a

fpot
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foot deep, the w^ler which lodges there raifes and brings with it a pure^^hite fait, which,

after the inoifture is exhaled by the fun, is gathered and taken away.

Before we conclude this chapter, it may not be improper to remark, that the prefent ruins

of Palmyra are not merely the remains of that city in it's moft fplendid ftate, but are com-

pofed of relics and fragments of buildings and ornaments, which were ereded and executed at

verydiftant periods of time; and thefe different ruins mark with almoft unerring preciflon

the declenflon of the arts from that aera in which, from the heft accounts that an be col-

leded, the Palmyrene ftate had been raifed to the higheft pitch of power, dignity, and.

grandeur, by the unequalled though temporary fuccefs of Zenobia, to the laft moments

of it's exiftence, not only as a capital, but even as an habitable city; for it is probable, that,

it fcarce ever recovered from the ruinous ftate to wMch it was reduced at the laft capture of.

it by Aurelian, though it is apparent, from the conftru£tion of the Turkifli caftle on the;

hill, and many parts of the vulls, and in particular from the alteration made in the different

parts of the Temple of the Sun, which feem alfo to have been intended to make it defenfi-

bie, that it was inhabited 'io late as the eleventh or twelfth century: and, indeed, an hif-

torian and traveller aflerts, that in the twelfth century it contained, among the other

inhabitants, at leaft two thoufand Jewsj from whence it may be concluded, that it was-

at that time a place of fome confequence, though in all probability very inferior in every,

refpeSt to the ftate and magnificence which it has been defcribed to have attained in the

earlier agesj nor can we place perfect confidence in the accounts of the traveller laft

quoted, who in many inftances appears to have dealt much in the marvellous, and to-

have formed many of his opinions, and deduced many of his accounts, rather from fpe>-

culation and conjedure, than from fuch authentic fads, and unqueftionable evidence,. ati

ought to guide the pen of the accurate and faithful hiftorian.

SI- GH AP.
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CHAP. IV.

I N D O S T A N.

THAT this country of imtnenre extent derives the name of fndoftan from the river

Indus, is admitted without a doubt by writers of ali denominations : it is at pre-

fent known, however, by fome others} fuch as Mugulftan, from the fovercign of this em-

pire, who, being the defcendant or fuAefibr of Tamerlane, a Mogulean Tartar, is com-

monly denominated the Great Mogul; Hindoftanj and India Proper, to diftinguifli it

from India without the Ganges.

This vaft empire lies between the rivers Indus and Ganges, which are received bv the

Indian Sea, the mouths of thefe rivers being little lefs than thirteen or fourteen hundred

miles from each other. It extends from the 66th to the end degrees of eaft longitude frotn

London, and from the 7th to the 40th degree of north latitude; is computed to be near

two thoufand and fifty miles in extreme length from fouth to north; and of difFercnt

brradtht:, from fourteen hundred miles and upward;*, in the broadcft part, from weft to

Cud, and in the narroweft part of the peninfula to very little more than three hundied.

The empire of Indnftan may be feparated into five diftinft divifions; the fouth-weft

coaft, or that of Malabar, containing the provinces of Guzarat or Cambaya, Oecan or

Viftapour, and part of Bifnagar, or according to it's more modern appellation the Carnatic.

The fouth -eaft coaft, or coaft of Coromandel, containing the eaftern dde of the Carnatic,

and the provinces of Orifla nc Orixa, Golconda, Tanjore, and Madura.

In the middle divifion o' the empire, may be included the provinces of Afme or Bando,

Jcngaporc, Caflimere, Hendowns, Lahor or Jencab, Dehli, Agra, Gualeor, Narvor,

Ratipore, Chitor, Berar, and Candifli.

The north-weft quarter towards the river Indus, contains the provinces of Surat, Mul-

tan, Tatta or Sinda, Bochhor, Cabul, Hcrcan, and Jefl(:lmere.

The north-eaft divifion, the province of Bengal at the mouth of the Ganges, and

Patna, Ntcbal, Gor, Rotas, Jefual, and Na2[racut, among the mountains of the name

laft-mention:d.

Indoftan is bounded towards the weft by Perfia, and the Indian Sea; towards the fouth,

by the fame fea; towards the eaft, by part of Tibet, Acham, Ava, and the bay of Bengal;

and towaiids the north, by other parts of Tibet and Uftjcc Vartary.

But though thefe numerous provinces malde up the empire of India, yet they are by no

me:ins to be confidcrcd as wholly under the dominion of the Great Mogul, or nominal em-

peror of this country; far from this being the cafe, great part of the vaft peninfula of India,

never acknowledged any fubjedton to the reigning prince at Dehli, till the celebrated

AurengZL'be extended his conqueftstbis way; fince which time the governors and viceroyi:,

who
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who hstve from time to time been appointed by his fucceflbr!!, have ftopped the revenues ot

the feveral provinces, and appropriated them to their own ufes, ercdiiig governments in-

dependent of the court of Dchli, and ruling them without the authority or iiiterpofitiun

of the princes who have filled that throne; and indeed thcfc petty fovcreigns havcbcencuD-

iirmed in their power, fmce the conqueft and deflrutSion of Indoftan by Nadir Shah^

and the influence of the emperor, far from extending to the remote provinces, is faintly fup-

ported in the interior parts of the empire; and even here his authority is fo circum*

fcribed by the powers of the Englifli £a(t India Company, that he appears to be only the

fliadow of thofe mighty princes who extended their rule over that rich and flourifliing

peninfula of India, which his predeceflbrs governed with unchecked and unlimited

authority.

The Tropic of Cancer pafling through the center of the Indian Empire, and the fuuthcrn

part lying within the Torrid Zone, the air is extremely hot; yet in the months of June,

July, Auguft, September, and Odtober, when this inconvenience is felt with the greatell

feverity, it is moderated by cooling and refrcftiing fliowers, though they are generally ac-

companied with terrifying Aorms of thunder and lightning, which however arc fjlJoni

injurious.

The ferenity of the (ky in the dry feafon is fcarcecver interrupted by clouds, florms or

hurricanes, the wind feldom rifing higher than fuch refr^'Hiing breezes as contribute to

health and. pleafure; nor docs the lightning, which generally appears daily during this fea-

fon, ever prove dangerous; fo that the mornings before the fun has reached any confiJerablc

height, and the evenings after the fetting of that powerful luminary, arc delicious beyond

dcfcription: the verdure of the fields, the luxurious growth of plants in a iierpctual Hate of

renovation, the flowers which perfume the air with a thoufand fwects, and the perfecl^ly

clear, bright, and ftarry firmament, combining to fcaft the eye and regale every other knk.

And that thefe advantages are more than a balance againli; the fcivid heat of the fun at par-

ticular feafons, is evident from the longevity of the inhabitants of the greatcft part of the

empire, whofe lives are frequently extended far beyond the ordinary fpacc allotted to man,

uninterrupted by ficknefs, and free from moft of the difeafes which rage in the weflern

world; an exemption which may indeed be attributed in fomc meafure to the innocence of

their lives, and their temperance as to food and liquors, as well as to the temperature of

the air and the excellence of the climate; and perhaps it may be more owing to

excefles in thefc particulars, than to any dcfcd in the climate, that thofe who arrive

from Europe are generally at firft atuckcd by fevers; which is the more probable, as thefc

fame perfons, after they have been fomewhatufed to the manner of living neceflary in this

country, and have brought thcmfelvcs to conform to it, generally enjoy as good a ftate of

health as the natives; fo that if Europeans cfcape from their Arlt illnefles, thofe with which

they may be vifited in future are feldom dangerous.

Not but that in. thofe provinces which are fituated near the roouths of rivers, ,an4

which being annually overflowed, are damp and marfliy, the vapours.which afeend after the

waters arc dried up or reueatcd, render the air noxious, and occaTtendifeaTeSi peculiar lo

thcfc
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thefe particular fpott
I
anrfth'is ItunqueUionably the cafe in Bombay, and in cite province uf

Bengal) the Enijlifh Cettlcmencs in both which places are, from thefc caufcs, found to be

extremely unhealthy.

But befides this general account of the air and climate of Indoftan, it is nereffarv to

mention thofe periodical winds called monfooiis.

A chain of mountains which interfc£ls the peninfulaof India from north to fouth, not

only divides the country, but occaflons a total difference of climates and fcafons, To that

winter and fummer reign alternately on the different fides of the mountains, though they

are under precifely the fame latitudes: hence the difference in the periodical winds } fo

that on the Malabar coaft, a fouth-weft wind begins blowing from the fea at the com-

mencement of the rainy feafon, about the beginning of June, and fets on that Hiore till the

month of Odlober; till which time the (ky is ferene, and the weather calm on the coad of

Coromaitdel} and on that coaft the fame rainy and tempeffuous feafon takes place, and

continues for a like fpace of time, the wind then blowing hard on this (hore. And the

fhiftingof the winds, or as they are more commonly called, the monfoons, on either coaft,

is generally accompanied by fuch heavy gales and fudden ftorms or fqualls of wind, as

render it neceflary for the (hipping to feck fome convenient and fecure harbour previous

to this change.

An ingenious modern writer hath with more fubtlety of argunent than found reafon,

endeavoured to account for the Manichean doctrine of the two principles of good and evil,

by fuppofmg it arofe from obfervations of the inhabit-jits of fome of the neighbouring

iflandsi who, contemplating the equatorial region at the two equinoxes, might behold the

fcas on the right-hand and on the left of the chain of mountains, alternately agitated into

ftorms, or huflied into tranquillity^ and accepting this phaenomenon In an allegorical fenfe,

might from the apparent divifion or ftruggle between pleafure and pain, form ideas of two

powers contending for fuperiority, and direct their worfliip to folicit the prote£tion of one,

and deprecate the wrath of the other.

Indoftan is watered on the weft by the river Indus, and on the eaft by the Ganges; both

thcfe rivers rifing in the kingdom or principality of Tibet, and running courfes of near a

thoufand leagues; the former flowing from north-eaft to fouth-v^ft, difcharges itfelf into

the Indian Ocean, about the 24th degree of north latitude, by thre»mouths,.each of which

is, however, fo choaked with fand, as not to be navigable by (hips of any conflderable bur-

den; and the Ganges entering the fame fea through the bay of Bengal, by feveral mouths,

in two of which are excellent harbours; and by thefe diviftons, together with others in

diffierent parts of it's courfe, many beautiful and fertile iflands are formed, equally rich

in produce, and numbers of inhabitants.

But of thofe two rivers the Ganges is moft highly efteemed, the Indians being ready to

perfonify this ftream, and worfliip it ata proteAing deity} and in fuch a degree of venera-

^ion do they hold this facred river, that they think tbemfelves favoured by Heaven, if

they are permitted to expire on it's banksi and he wb* accidentally meets his death by it's

waters, i»-not only fuppo(cd to have been himklS puriM from foi, but even his fiirviving

^ lunily
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fanily parttciiMte in the bleOlng^ and art ever »ker treated with peculiar marfci of refpcA

ind regard.

This river has been long celrbratcd hy hiftnriano, fome nf whom mention thi* C'tv nf

Paiibrotha near it's hu r ;, and do not Icrupl' to tfl* .hat it was built by theGieriiin hero

and demi-god Hercuesi and otheri, of a . i«.n ..tier date, fpeak of the fame city f-x-

trini'^ly opulent and p(>pu!nu^, and a place &i imiiienfe trade.

The other i vcriiof thi!> country arecompu..>''vcly infignificant, though fume of thftn,.

fu> h as the Hydaipcf , now the Alloc, the Jcn.ipa, and ihe Ava» fr'>m to n;'v> •-, n one of

grrui-r imporunce: thcfe and fome others we (ball haveoccafion to mcbtion in defcribing

diifierent parts of the empire of Indoliao.

The principal mountains are thofe which compof- r*«* chain p'r^ady defcribed; fome of

thcfe aie faid to be rich in precious ftonrs, oi hicb we L..^l fpcaa. more paiticularly in our

Kcountsof the different parts of this vaft empire.

The foil of the various provinces, differs according ^ ... .
.

ii ujtion, though it is fm the

moft part rich, and rendered extremely prolific by the rai.. , wnich, fucceeding the dry

feifuii, when no traces of verdure or vegetation are difcuverable, in a fpace of time incre-

dibly Onrtf changes this barren appearance to green fields and blooming plants} the land,

though conftantly Town, requiring no manure^ nor any other culture tnan to be broken up

by the plough or the fpade, which as it confifts in moft places of a fat, light, and britdb

mould, iseffeAed with very little difficulty.

The grain which is principally cultivated is rice, which conftitutet the far greater

part of the food of the numerous inhabitants of the fouthern parts of the peninfula^ they

have alfo fome wheat and barley in the northern provinces, but no oats, and a kind of

pulfe (to which they give the name of doma) refemblinr tares, but fomewhat larger, which.

ferve as food for their horfes, either dry, or boiled, bruifed, and mingled with coarfe Aigar^

though th.s is only givei) when there is a fcarcity of barley-meal, which being made
up in ''

^''' with water, is more nourifliing and ftrengthening. Their other legMmens,

fuch as peafe and beans, are rather fmaller than thofe of Europe, but perfieAJy well tailed.

They have but few garden flowersi but the colours of fuch as are cultivated,, are ftrongly.

and beautifully variegated, though thofe which grow in the fields are much more fragrant

;

the rofe andjefTamine are indeed highly odoriferous} and the plants which bear thefe-

Rowers, conftitute no fmall part of the beauty of the gardens,, as they continue to bIootn<

through the greater part of the year: thefe are intermixed, with foreft and fruit trees, botht

ef which are in perpetual verdure, and many of the latter producing blofTom, and fruits in

the fcveral ftages to maturity at the fame time; and thefe are planted in winding walks,

and refrefhed with bafons and cafcades of water., affiording a delightful and refrefhing fliado

from the almeft infuffitrable rays of the fiin..

The fruits of this country are v.irious and deliciotM} thofe of the fouthern part» of the

empire are pine-apples, pomegranates, oranges,, lemons, limes, bananoes «r plantains, ta«

maritids, mirabolans, guavas, mangoes, cocoa-nuts, jaccas, and mulbeaies; to which may
be added the areka-nut and betel> and in the northern provinces, pears, iq>ples, ami Mhcr
European fruiu.

3 M Bcildt».
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BcfiJes tiic pulfc already niemioncd, Jhls country produces a vsricty of vfg?tablc?,

fiimc peculiar to thefc climates, and others known in Lurope; fuch as potatoes, vmer and

inufk-nielons, and pot-herbs of difFcrcnt kinds; and among other aromatics and drugs,

ginger, long p'pper, cardamoms, fafF-on, tiirmerick, and opium. In fome of the pro-

viiircs, and particularly in Bcngr.!, are confiJ' inble plantation* offugar-car.es.

Cotton and indigo arc among the vegetable productions of Indoltan; of the former thi-y

have two foits, one from a (hrub, and the other from a tree.

'i'hc Ihrub whicn bears cotton, is raifcd frotn feeds which arefowi in the fields, ar. 1 arrive

at the height of a role-tree; the bloilbms, which are of abright yellow, arc fucceedcd by pixis,

which fwellinj^ to the fi/.e of a waliiur, buil^, and difcover the cotton w<K)i of a filky ap-

pearuire and fnow-'vhite colour; among this wool the feeds are fcattered without any re-

gularity, fome pods producing a greater ni. i.bcr, anH othrrs Icfs.

Tne Kec which bears cotton is of confidcrablc htitjht and fize, and the pod which con-

tains the cotton, grows to the fame bign> /"> as thofe of the cotton (hrubs; the produce of

both flirub and tree are empJoyed in making muflins, calicoes, ginghams, and other cloths

of the like kinil; but that which is gathered from the (hrub, is cftecmcd the fined and moll

valuable.

Tne fiirub from whence indigo is extra£led is about the height of the rofe-tree, though

rt has a round thick head refembling that of a goofeberry-bufti; but this is without

thorns. When the leaves of this (hrub are properly expanded, and appear turgid and lull

of juice, they are (tripped from the branches; and after having laid fome time in heaps to

fweat, they are thrown intovellels of proper depth, and covered with water, where they re-

main till they are pcrfeclly foftcned; and having been frcqi^cntly ftir'cd tocxtrad^ all the

juices, the liquor is drawn ofF into (hallowcr veffels, and being expofcd to the fun, the

moilture is exhaled, and a thin cake of indigo remains at the bouoni of each vcUll : of this

commodity the province of Agra is laid to produce the be(i fort, though a more confiilcr-

able quantity, but of inferior goodnefs, is manufa£lu''?d near Amadabat. But little iiidigo

ik now imported into Kuropc from the £a^ Indies, the Wt(l havingo( late years fuppiicJ

the markets with 'H much as is confumed of a very fupcrior quality.

Many other articles ufed in dying, arc alfo producrj in the empire of Inuoftan, and ir.

particular red-wood, which is of confidcrablc value. I'imber trees of many kinds arc found

on the incuiitainous parts, equally proper for the pu'pofcs of building houfes and naval

ttrchitedturc; among thefe we rnuit not omit to notice the banian tr<.'c, both as a natural

curioflty and production of great va!;:r. Thefe trees are of un cnonnus fizc, though

the body is compofed of a great number of difFerent parts, the long an! (lender branches

beading by their own weighi to the ground, the tops of them take root, and growing by

the fide of the mother (tock, help to increafe her bulk; ar.d tb:fe pljnts again emitting

ihoots which undergo the fame operation, the trc<; grows into a grove, containing an iii-

Anite iiumbei vT bowers and (hades, ^11 togc'hrr ca'^able of affbiding ..relrT to many hun-

dreds of ^cupie at once. When (hcfc ban>an trees ar ive at this niagnitude, they arc held

facrcd by tlw G.ntoos, whofreo Jfntly make ufe of them as temples, performing beneath

the unibia^e, tlieir worlbip, their penances, mA various o/aer a^s of dcvuiioii.

The
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The tame or dom?ftic beafts and animals of Iiidoftaii arc oxin, horfes, fume camels,

tltphaiits buftalocs, afl:s, fhecp, gnats, and lugs.

'Ihr oxen arc in general ufcd fur draught and burden, for which purpofcs thiir feet arc

t^;nerally fliod wixh iron; they ^re inferior to thofo of KngLnd in bulk of body, but have

loiigtr lr,;r«, and arcof conftqu.-nce rdthi:r more fwift, lo that they ficqucntly travel from

twenty to thirty miles with a tole^'ablc liurdcn.

\'; (Hrovcs (or, as ihi-v arc more commonly called, caravans) of th.-fe b'-'afti, arc in con-

ttant imploynient, being engaged in carrying corn, grain, and other produce c.f the UnJs,

as well as fait and other commodities, from one part of the country to the other, and from

liilbnt psits of provinces to the capitals; and thcfe caravans of oxen arc the property,

and under the managenteat uf a particular fct of the natives, who arc divided into four

diftintSl tiibcs, each oi whach is governed by an officer, cleded from among themfcives,

to whole regulations the wraolc tribe voluntarily fubmit, for their general benefit, as the

caravans already dcfcribcd d i to their chofi-n capuin. The leader or governor of each of

thcfe tribes of common carriers is diftingun'h.d by wearing a rowof p.-arls round his neck,

and receives marks of great refpcil from tho(r under his command ^ and thcfe itinerant

tribes, who arc fuppofcd to confilt in the whole of near four hundred thoufandmcn, are

alfr di.linguifhed from each other by peculiar murks; and are accompanied in their jour-

nic; "iy their wive*, children, priclts and idols, living wholly in tents, which they pitch

in fach places as will fupply them wuh water and padurc for their beafls, having no fixed

or fettled habitation: in the dry feafon, wh'jn the earth affords no verdure, thcfe oxen arc

fed as the horfes in other parts of the cad, with balls of builey-meal, reduced to a con-

fjilcncc with vrAtr<:

Sume of thcfe bcails are alfo ufed in drawing heavy waggons and other carriages of the

like kind, being yoked in tesms of four, hvc, and even fix pair; but in coaches which arc

only calculated to contain two perfonv, (.Idom more than one pair arc employed; the

litrns of thefe oxen are generally fawn off about the middle, to avoid the inconveniences

which might arife from their thrcwiri.g back their heads and pointed horns, when they arc

pcftcrcd with flies, which in thefe countries arc extremely numerous.

They have but few horfes, and thofe chiefly imported from Perfia and Arabia-, though

they do nor feem to maintain the lame degree of excellence in thcfe countries, for which

tbcy are celebrated in thofe of which they are natives.

Nor arc camels fo much ufed as in I'erfia, Arabia, and fome other parts of Afian Turky

:

thcle beafls are lefs fit fur the paths, which in this rich and fertile foil, arc extremely

flip|Kry after the rainy feafon, than for thofe dry and fervid fands, over which they travel

with cafe; being provided by nature with feet calculated to rcfid the extreme heat of the

fandy plains of the defarti and being capable of enduring the toil of repeated days jour*

nics without the rcfrc-nimcnt of water, an clement fo confiantly eiTcntial to the exillcnce

of every other bead of burden.

The elephant is the largeU of land animals, and is not lefs remarkable for it's docility

and underAanding. than for it'sAze. All our i<iilorians concur, that, u?xt to man, the

elephant
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dephant it th« moft Tagacioiwor all animals; and jret, from it'a appearance onljr, weAouM
not be led to conceive very highly of it's abilities. It has a long trunk, formed ofmulti-

tudea of rings, pliant in all diredions, and terminated with a fingle moveable hook, which

anfwert the purpofe of a hand to convey any thing into the mouth. The forehead

of this animal it very high and rifing; the ears long, broad, and pendulous} the eyes

extremely fmall, the body round and full, the back rifing in an arch; and the whole animal

fliort in proportion to it's height. The legs are thick, dumfy, and (hapelefs; the hide

of a duflcy colour, with a few fcattered hairs, and full of fcratches and fears, which it

acquires in it's paflage through the thick woods and thorny places; the tail like thac of a

hog; the feet undivided, but the margins terminated by five round hoods: in the upper

jaw are two vaft tuflcs, of fix or feven feet long, and thefe are the ceeth which furnilh ivory.

This animal, we are told, is feen from feven to fifteen feet high : we have, however, cer-

tain accounts of their attaining to the height of twelve feet; and this is the extreme height

of thofe which are found in India. The female is lefs than the male, and her udder is be-

tween her fore legs.

The elephant is the ftrongeft at well at the largeft of all quadrupedes, and yet in a ffate

of nature it is neither fierce nor formidable; when tamed, it is intelligent, tractable, and

obedient to it's mailer's will; fenfible of benefit, and capable of refenting injuries. In

it's native defafts, the elephant is feldom feen alone, but appears to be a fecial friendly

animal. It not only inhabits India, but fomc of it's greater iflands, as well at Cochin-

China, and fome of the provinces of China. Elephants are alfo found in great plenty in

the fouthern parts of Africa, from the river Senegal to the Cape; and from thence as

high as Ethiopia on the other fide: they fwim well, and delight in marfliy placet, and love

' to wallow in the mire like hogs. They feed on the leaves and branches of trees; and if

they get into an inclofure, they very fpeedily dcftroy all the labours of the hulbandman.

Nothing can be more formidable than a drove of elephants : wherever they march, the

fbreft feems to fall before them; and, in their pafiigf, they bear down the branches upon

which they feed. There is no repelling their invaiions, fince it would require a fmoli

army to atuck the whole united drove; and an attempt to moleft them, at that time,

would certainly be fatal. They advance towards the offender, ftrike him with their

tufks, feise him with their trunks, tofs him in the air, and afterwards trample him to

pieces under their feet. They are however mild and harmleft, except they are offended,

or during the rutting time, when they are fcizc ! with a kind of temporary madneft.

In their wild ftate, they are chiefly found along the fides of rivers; they aie alfo fond

of refrefliing thcmfclves in the moft (hady forefts and wateri .ig places. They cannot exift

at a diflance from the water, which they always uifturb before they drink. After

fttUfig their trunks with it, they often divert themfelves by fpurting it out likt fountains.

Vmten an elephant happens to light upon a fpef of good pafture, he invites vMhcr^, by a

call, to fhare in the entertainment; but it requires a copious pafture to fupply the ncccfli-

ties of a herd of them: their heavy feet fink deep wherever they go, and much mor-r Is de-

ftroyed than devoured. On this account tliey are obliged frequently to change thiirqusr-

trrs. The Indians and negroes, who fulFer by fuch vifitants, endeavour to keep them

awsy
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away by making loud noifcs, and kindling large fires round their cultivated grounds; but
notwithftanding thefe precautions, the elephants frequently break through their fences,

deilroy their whole harveft, and overturn their little habitations.

The eyes of the elephant, as already obfcrved, are very fmallj but they exhibit a va-

riety of expreflion, and diCcovcr the various fenfacions with which the animal is moved.

The elephant is not Icfs remarkable for the excellence of it's hearing ; it appears delighted

with mufic, learns to beat time, to move in meafure, and even to laccompany the found

of the trumpet or other inftrumcnts with it's voice. It's fenfe of fmelling is alfo ex-

quifite; but in the fenfe of touching, it exceeds all others of the brute creation, and perhaps

even man himfclf. The organ of this fenfe is wholly thetrunk; nor is the ufc of this inftru-

ment confined to touching only; it is equally ferviceable in fusion ; ic not only provides

for the animal's neceflTaries and comforts, but alfo ferves fur it's ornament and defence.

In thofe parts of the world where this animal ftill retains it's natural liberty, the inha-

biunts are happy in being able t-^ proteA themfelves from it's fury; but when once tamed,

the elephant becomes the moft courteous and obedient of all animals. It prefently con-

ceives an attachment for the perfon who attends it, carefles him, and even endeavours to

anticipate his wiihcs. It quickly comprehends the figns made to it, and even the diiffrent

founds of the voice . ali it's aAionsfeem to partake of it's magnitude, being grave, ma-

jeftic, and ferious. It is readily taught to kneel down to receive it's rider; and thofe

whom it knows, it careiTes with it's trunk; and with the fame inflrument falutes thofe

it is ordered to diilinguifli. It fuffers itfelf to be harnelTed, and appears delighted

with the finery of it's trappings. It draws either chariots, cannon, or (hipping; or carries

fmall towetrs, with numbers of people in them, with (urprizing ftrcngth and perfevcrance

;

and, notwithftanding it's bulk, is extremely fwift.

The elephant often deeps (landing; but that they are incapable of lying down, is a vulgar

error. They arc faid to go one year with young, and to bring forth one at a time; they

are thirty years before they arrive at their full growth, and live about one hundred and

twenty or one hundred and thirty years. They are much more numerous in Africa than in

Afia: in fome parts, there are fuch fwarms that the ne^rrocs are obliged to make their ha-

biutions under ground for fear of them. The ufual method of taking them is in pitfalls,

covered with branches of trees: fometimes they are hunted and killed with lances; a flight

wound iit the head behind the ear, dcAroys them in a moment. Their flc(h is eaten by

the natives, and the trunk is faidtobe a delicious ntorfel. Their teeth are frequently picked

up in the woods; but it is uncertain whether thi.'y are fhcd, or are thofe of dead animals.

The African teeth which come from Mofambiquc, are ten feet long; and thofe ol the

Malabar coaft fdldom exceed three or four: the Urged in Afia arc thofe in Cochin->China,

which are faid even to exceed the elephants of Mofambique. The (kin is very thick, and

when drefTed, is proof againil a muflcet ball. The bones were formerly ufed in medicine.

This animal has a very quick fenfe of glory. An elephant was directed to fo;c^ a large

veflel into the water, and the taflc proving fuperiot to his i^rength, the msifter, in a far-

cadic tone, ordered the keeper to take away (hat la^iy bcaft, and bring another. The
poor animal was fo aflPefled at the reflicAion, th.it it inUantly repeated it's efforts, fra*5lured

k's Ikull, and died on the fpot.

3 N Many
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Many rvmvkable ftorlei are related of the fagacity of thi< animal, and among them the-

follo'ving: At the Cape of Good-Hope, where it is cuftomary to kill thck animals in the

chace for the fake of the teeth ; three brothers, who were Dutchmen, mailea large fonune-

by that bufineft, and determined to retire to Europe to enjoy the fruits of their labours;

but befot« their return, they refolved to have a laft chace by way of amuCcmcnt. After

finding their game, and beginning the attack in the ufual manner, one of their horfcs

threw It's rider: the enraged animal inllantly feized the unhappy man with it's trunk,

tolled him up into the air, and received him on one of it's tulks; then turning towards

the other two, fecmingly with an afpeii of revenge, held out to them the impaled wretch-

writhing on the bloody tooth.

And the following ftrange circumflance is rrprattd by fo many authors that it's authen-

ticity can hardly be doubted. A certain traveller relates, in his account of the Eaft-Indies,

that an elephant, in his way to his watcring-plice, pulhed his trunk into the window of a

taylor's work-Oiop, when one of the men who were at work, ran his needle into it; which

fo highly affronted the animal, that having filled his trunk with water at the river, in his

return by the fliop he fpouted it in at the window, and walhed the whole fctof taylort from

the place where they fat working.

From very early times, the Indians have employed the elephant in their wars. Porua

oppofed the paflage of Alexander over th« Hydafpes, with eighty-five of thcfe animals;

and a modern naturalift very reafonably fuppofes, that it was fome of the elephants taken

by that monarch, and afterwards tranfported into Greece, which were employed by Pyr-

hu!i againft the Romans. Ivory has been ufed in ornamental works from the time of So-

lomon ; it was one of the imports of his navy from Tharlhini, the lading of which is de-

fcribed as confiding of gold and filver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.

An ingenious modern traveller, in his defcr^ption of a battle fought a few years ago in

this country, gives the following interefting account of the part thefe animals bore in

the expedition which produced it.

In the Indian chiefs divifton of the army, which marched in the van, were a number of

huge elephant', with their cafiles mounted on their backs, for the ufeof his wives and of

his office. $i on one of the largeft he rode himfelf. The elephants walk feemingly with a

flow pace, but neverthelefs they make great progrefs, taking very long (lep<). This circum-

ftance of the length of their fteps, accounts for that rolling motion of which pcrfons

mounted on their backs arefenfible, and which they compare to the motion of a (hip. Thefe

animaU, for the mod part, out-walked the infantry, and were generally advanced to a confi-

derable diftance before the reft of the army. Their enormous weight imprinted their foot-

fteps fo deeply in the wet and foft foil, that our foldiers were incommoded by them in a

diftrci&ng manner : for the holes that were made by their feet, being prcfcntly filled up

with waicr or mire, could not be readily didmguifhed from the furrounding furfice; into

tbefe pits our men frequently plunged, to the entertainment indeed of their companions,

but their own fad molcftation. During the whole march, there was a ncN'er-ceafing vol-

ley of curfes poured forth on the poor elephants.

The caftlei that are fixed on the backs of elephants, by a kind of havncfs under their

bcUiet like the girths of a faddlc, refemble tents ; each of them will contain eight or ten

pcrfons.
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perfons. In the time of battle, thefe tents are thrown open, by pulling afide the curtains,

at four different places, whence the people within throw darts, (hoot arrows, or mufquetry.

In the mean time, the creature that (upports them rages with the fury of war, and is im-

patient to be in the midft of the enemy. II hy chance the contending -armies fliould clofe

together, which fcldom huppens, the elephant by means of a chain which he wields with

his truiil>', makes dreadful havocic among his enemies with that weapon.

The food of the wild elephant confifts of the branches and leaves of trees, particular

kinds of roots, grafs, flirubs, and the like; but being tamed, it will feed on the fame pro*

vender as horfes, camels, and other beafts of burden; it is particularly fond of fruits, and

mud be conflantly fupplicd with large quantities of water.

The buiFaloes, which are of vatious kinds, refemble thofe which have been already de-

fcribed in our accounts of Aflan Turky. The afles of Indoftan are of a larger fize than it

common in Europe.

The flieep differ in the various provinces of this empire { both the flefli and wool of thofe

in the fouthern parts, are coarfe and of little value } fuch as are found on the borders ofTartary

and Perfia, are in all refpe£ls like thofe of the lad-mentioned country, having large fleecesof

fine wool, and affording excellent food : thefe (beep have alfo numbers of horns, in different

pofitions.

The goats and kids of India, and particularly the latter, are tolerable food, but net in

very high eftecm for that purpofe; the flefh of the hogs is however delicious, and thofe

which run wild are preferred to the tame.

The woods, forefts, and mountains, afford plenty of beads of the chace, and fmallet

game; antelopes and deer are found in great abundance in almoft every part of the empire,

and the hares are of an extraordinary ftze, and their flcfb of an agreeable flavour.

Of wild beads here are alfo great numbers} the lions, which will be more properly de>

fcribed in another part of this work, are refcrved as royal gamej the tygcrs and leopards

are, however, as large and fierce, in fomc parts of Indoflan^, as in any part of the worlds

they have alfo wolves, monkies of fcveral forts, and jackalls in amazing numbers; which

laft, notwithdanding the appeliatioii of lion^ providers, are frequently found where that

bead cannot be met with.

The tyger is probably the n\od beautiful, and the mod mlfchievous of a!! quadrupedes.

The (kin of this bead is of a bright yellow colour, dre:vked with gloffy black j he is dif-

tinguiflied from other beads with variegated fkins, by the regularity and di region of the

flripcs, which is from the back to the bcliy, contrary to thofe of the leopard, panther, and

ounce, which are broken, interrupted, and divided into fpots: in the tyger they sre fel-

dom broken, originating .tt the back bone, and terminating in fainter lhade$» under tbe

belly; fometimes, but fcldom, a few didintft fpots are difcoverable.

The domedic cat ftems to be of th*? tyger fpecies, rcfcmbling it more than any other

bead, but thefe lad differ totally in one particular from the former ufeful animal; th«

fpirit of the tyger is uncontruulabte and untameablc, being equally proof againd foli-

citation, temptation, and the fcveiity of chadifement; the eye is peculiarly fiery, and full

of daisling lulhe, but it's countecunce betrays the. ferocity which marks all it's a£iions{

the rapacioufnefs of the lion is faid only to be excited by the calls of hunger, but that of

the

I
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the-tyget is infati.'ble; he does not even wait to feed on the carcafTes which he has deprfvrd

of life, but continues his ravages through the whole herd or flocic, feeming rather to be in-

fluenced by a malevolent fpirit of deftru(£tion, than by any defire to gratify his appetite
;

nor can even other wild beads reflft his fury, he facrifices all thofe of inferior ftrciigth

without mercy, and even fomctimes engages in fuccefsful combat with the lion.

It is impofllble to dcfcribe the dread and terror which the inhabitants entertain of this

cruel and remorfelefs animal; he frequently lurks in buftics and fcdges on the banics of

rivers, whence he rufhes with incredible force and fury on thofe who navigate the ftreams;

he fometimes infefts inhabited places, and fpreading deftruftion around him, threatens

them with depopulation, preferring human prey to all others. He does not overtake his

prey in purfuit, but lurking in ambufh, he fprings upon it from an incredible diilance,

with aftonifliing and irrefiftible ftrcngth: I'f in this fudden attack he mifles the objedt of ic,

he retires immediately to his retreat, where he remains till another prefeius itfelf^ if he

happens tofeize it, heinftantly andeafily carries it ofF, however great it's bulk, and having

conveyed it to his den, feafts on it with more than favage fiercenefs, tearing out the in-

teftines, and Teeming peculiarly delighted with the blond.

The fize of the tyger has been varioufly defcribed, but the mod authentic accounts feeiu

to limit it's length to ten or eleven feet, from the nofe to the infertion of the tail; and

according to thefe accounts, the magnitude of this beaft, aided by it's extraordinary

ftrength, muft be extremely tremendous. Thofe which have been kept in the Tower of

London, and carried about the country as fpeAacles, have been of very inferior flze.

An idea prevails among the natives of fome parts of India, that a friendfhip fubfifts be-

tween the tyger and the rhinoceros, thofe creatures being often found near the fame haunts;

but the f»A feems to be, that the latter beaft being fond of wallowing in fliallow waters

and miry places, and the tyger, as we have already obferved, having his haunts frequently

on the banks of rivers, they meet by that means by accident, and not as friends.

And this feems the more probable, as travellers relate that frequent battles are fought

between this beaft and the elephant, in which ht is fomctimes victorious; and a particular

combat is defcribed between a tyger and elephants, as a public fpcdacle, at Siam, in which

he firft encountered a ftngle elephant, whofc head and part of his' trunk were covered with

armour, and this beaft was fufFered to buffet the tyger with his trunk, whilft the lat-

ter was bound with cords: he was afterwards fet at liberty, and then in Ms turn at-

tacked the elephant; and the battle was maintained with doubtful fuccefs, till two other

elephants being let loofe on the tyger, he was compelled to yield to numbers, after giving

evident proofs of his ftrength and fiercenefs in bis fingle engagement with the moft pow-

erful of all the beafts of the foreft.

There are feveral fpecies of tygers in the empire of Indoftan, differing principally in fir.e;

the fmalleft is faid not to be above two feet in height, and the largcft three feet and a hnlf;

but the ftrength and fiercenefs of thefe larger beaft% is reported to bear no comparative pro-

portion to it's fize, the lefler tygers being accounted much more ferocious.

The tygrcfs is faid to produce four or five young at a litter; thefe both the male and fe-

malc proteA with uncommon care, being unufually ravenous, and pioyrhag for prey with

additional
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ftddidonal aftduky. The method of taking the }K>ung, as ufually and naturally defcribed,

U uy mounting thofe who engage in this dangerous purfuit on fwift horfes, and who hav-

ing watched the parent tygers out of their den, fciz<; their young, and make off with the

utmoft fpeed their beafts can exert; till finding thcmfelves purfued by the tygrefs, they

drop one of the young, with which (he immediately returns to her den, and during that

time the plunderers have generally leifure to efcape. Inftances have been known of thefc

beaftsfollowingtheiroflFspringeven to villages andtownf, where growing furious by being

difappointed of finding their young, they have committed dreadful havock among the un-

fortunate inhabitants.

The leopard of India is about the fizeof a large greyhound; it's face lightly fpotted, and

the body, which is of a light brown or Uwny, is marked in all parts with round and didindt

black fpots; the body is long, yet the tail exceeds it in length, and is of the colour of the

ground of the fkin, but fomewhat more inclined to a reddifli; the legs are alfo exceeding

long, the cheft narrow, and the whole beaft feems formed for fwiftnefs.

This animal being taken when it is young, is tamed and trained to the chace of antelopes,

with which this country abounds; being chained and hoodwinked, it is put into a fmall

covered waggon, and in that manner conveyed to the foreft; when the hunters difcover a

herd of antelopes, the beail is taken out of the conveyance, and being difencumbcred of it's

chains, and it's eyes uncovered, the game is pointed out to it, which it does not openly

purfue, but flculks and creeps on the edge of the foreft, endeavouring to conceal itfelf till

it gets within reach df it's prey, on which it darts at once with furprizing vigour; if

the firft four or five leaps or bounds do not bring it up to the antelopes, they generally

efcape, andthe leopard returns to the hunters, and fuiFers them to replace the chains and

blinds; if he feizes the game, he Voids it till they advance, and then quits it to his mafters,

by whom he is generally rewarded with part of the inteftines.

The jackall is about the fize of the common fox of this country, and fomewhat le-

fembles that animal in it's hinder parts, and particularly in it's brufhy tail, but it's legs

are rather fljorter, and the colour of it's whole fltin inclines to a more yellow caft, that

of the legs being brighter than the other part of it's body; the head and fore-patts arc more

like the wolf, and the animal-it:ems to bea mixture of fox, wolf, and d')g.
'

This creature has acquired the title df lion's provider, not from any attachmfnt to that

beaft, but from accidental circumftances; as thefe animals hunt in large companies of

fifties, and even hundreds together, their cries, which are fomewhat between barking

and howling, and have been compared to the ftirieks of human beings in diftrefs, alarm all

the inhabitants of the foreft, and fet every beaft in motion, thofe which Providence has

allotted for food to others preparing for flight, and thofe that feek them for their prey

rouzing to purfue; and thus the jackalls provide fur the lion, but in common only with

other bcafts of rapine.

When thefe packs of jackalls ftart their game, they purfue it in full cry like hotimls;

and when they have run it down, thofe who are foremoft feize it, and the reft betake them-

fclves to 'freflt purfuitt. They attack indifcriminately great beafts and fmall, deftroying

ancelopei, deer, barot, and tven domefttck poultry; and when they are at a lofs for anl-

3 ^ mal
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n-.al prey, they ravage the gardens, and regale themrilves on the roots, Aems, and branches

of the plants; nor do they fpare even the fepulchres of the dead, which they ranfaclc with

.avidity, /kullcing in the night to thofc facred rcpufitorics, and retreating at the ap>-

preach of Ja\ ; indeed, their depredations are conlincd to thofe folemn hours, when the

forefls refoiind with their cries; in the day, they repofe in their dens, and acquire frcfli

vigour for their nodlurnal expeditions.

Among the different kinds of the ape and monkey tribe, that which is called the long-

armed ape is the moft Angular; it's face is flat and fwarthy, and furrounded with grcyiih

hair; that which covers the top of the head and the other parts of the body is nearly black;

it walks ere£t, and is deftitute of a tail; it's greatcft height fcems to be under four feet; the

eyes are large, but funk in the head; it differs from all other animals of the fame tribe in

the length of it's arms, which reach the ground as the creature (lands upright; the nails of

the feet are (harp and pointed, but thofe of the hands flat: it is moft frequently found on

the coads or Coromandcl, and fubmittingeaiily to be tamed, becomes docile and gentle.

I'herc is alfo another animal frequently taken in the empire of Induftan, which is called

hy the natives a flioc-goofe. It docs not exceed the European fox in fize, but has the face

of a cat, and ears as long as thofe of a hare; the back and fides arc dark grey, which fliades

(kff towards the belly till it becomes perfedly white; this little creature is alfo tamed and

taught to hunt, and being carried behind .the hunter on horfeback, with his eyes hood-

winked like the hunting tyger, is uncovered and loofened when the game is in view; the

fmaller it feizes and dellroys, but not having ftrength fuflicient to pull down an antelope

or a deer, it leaps on thofe largers bcafts, and getting forwards to their heads, attacks their

eyes, and having blinded them, they become an eafy prey to their purfuers. Animals an-

Averiiig the defcription of the (hoe-goo(e were found on Falkland's Iflands by fome modern

circumnavigators, who gave them the name of wolf-fox; they are fuppofed by naturalifts

to have floated thither on fome fragments of ice; and as thefe iflands afford no other qua-

drupedes, the wolf-fox is reduced to the neceflity of feeding on fea-fowls, to captivate

which it has a great variety of ftratagems.

The fize of the rats in this country, and their defperate fiercenefs, render them extremely

^ifagreeable; they are fometimes as large as a half-grown rabbit, and if they do not at-

tack mankind, will at leaft make a furious refiftancc. There is, however, another animal

of this kind, which is only oflFenfive by fpoiling whatever it feeds from, by it's breath: this

is called the mufk-rat, and is covered with a very foft white furr.

The dnmeftic poultry of Indoftan, confift of nearly the fame kinds as thofe of Europe;

hut though the flefh is tolerably well tafted, they are in general lean; the bones of fome

par.icular f.jrts of dunghill fowls are perfedly black. In the woa<ls are peacocks, par-

tridgts, quails, turtle doves, and feveral fowls of the parrot kind of different fizes. The
birds of fong arc few in number; that whofe notes are moft admired, is inferior in fize to

a wren, but the plumage is exquifitely beautiful. The bats of this country are of an enor-

mous Azc.

As in other warm countries, fo in this, infe£ls and reptiles are numerous and trouble-

Jbme; the peace and comfort of an European is invaded at his iirft landing, by infinite

fwarnis
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(Warms of muncitoei or gnat<, and amazing numbers of bug*, which harrafs him to death,

occaftoning fwellings in every part of hit body which is cxpofcd to their invenomcd ftini^s
;

fo that thofe who can afford it, never flcep without an attendant to fan away. the former,

and brufl) off* the latter, whofe approach is indeed fometimes prevented by fmearingthe feet

of the bed or couch with tar, to which the bugs have an unconquerable nvcrfion.

Toads and frogs are numerous, and much larger than in Europe, but thry aie inofFcnfivc

;

fcorpions, centipedes, and many kinds of ferpents, however, abound, whofebitesand flings

are equally troublefome and dangerous.

The fcorpions differ in colour-, thofe which infeft the woods are faid to be nearly black,

and their ftings mortal, but thofe which are found in alarming numbers in every habita-

tion, arc of a lightilh colour, and their (lings, though equally painful, fomewhat lefs dan-

gerous. The fcorpion is the largeft and mod formidableof all infe6ts, being fometimes

equal in length and bignefs to the little finger of a man; it's (hape has been by fome com-
pared to that of a lizard, and by others to a lobfter, which latter it feems moft to rcfcmble;

the head appears joined to the breaft, and has two very fmall eyes, and two others equally

minute are difcoverable by clofe infpe^^iion on the fore-part of the body; on each ftdc the

head it has an arm or claw, compofcd of four joints, the laff of which is extended in fize,

and is in moft refpeAs fimilar to the extremity of the large claw of a lobfter} it has befidcs

thefe eight other legs, four of a fide, each of them divided into fix joints, and the twolafV

armed with Hiarp and crooked claws. The belly is divided into feven rings^ and the tail

confifts of fix joints, each appearing like a little globe, and rendering the whole fo flexible

that the infe£l can turn it over it's back; the laft joint is provided with that fting which ren-

ders it fo much art objcA of dread. Notwithftanding they have fo many legs, they arc ra-

ther flow of motion; and as their fting is expofed, it is eafily cut off". Oleous applications

are the beft remedies for their ftingt, and among them an oil exprefled from the inCe& iifelf

is faid to be preferable.

The centipedes of the Eaft Indies are faid to be fometimes neai fix inches long, and as

thick as a large quill; they are of a reddiOi or flefli colour, and arc compofed of many
joints, at every one of which they have a leg on each fide; the bodies arc covered with

hairs; and the head, which is round, appears to be without eyes; but is furniflicd with

two fmall teeth; with thefe they bite, and the wounds inflicted by them are extremely

painful, and in fome cafes dangerous : they are to be treated in the fame manner as the

parts injured by the fcorpion.

Among the ferpents, that which is called gerenda, is the moft curious. The fkin is beau-

tifully fpotted, and covered with fcales of an a(h colour, inclining to yellowifli, and in-

circled with bands which have the appearance of ribbands: the head rcfembles that of abound,

and is of a pale lead colour; the eyes are lively and fparkling; and the teeth extremely flen-

der, though rather long; it's noftrilsare remarkably wide; the larger fcales on the belly are

alfo of an afii or lead colour, but more inclining to yellow than the head; each of the fcales

has a bright red fpot in the center of it.

Travellers have mentioned a kind of ferpents, perhaps thofe laft defcribed, which are ca-.

pable of being tamed, and become domeftic in the habitations of the natives; and thefe

rcptilof

1 ^^

'm



•«• I A.

rqitilet are faid not to be inrenfible to the charmi of mufic; on the contrary, it is iC

ferted, that at the found of a violin they raife their heads, and move their bodies in refpon-

dcnce to the notcsj they are alfo fenfiblc of carefles, and fcem to receive them as incite-

ments to redouble their efforts, which they attempt by writhing their beautiful bodies in

various winding forms, their eyes feemingto fparkle with additional luftre.

The hooded ferpent poffcffes a power of expanding the ikin which covers the back part

of it's head, fo as to increafe the ordinary fiM of it to that of a human face, which in that

ftate it fomewhat rcfembles : the bite of this fnake is faid to be extremely dangerous.

The ocean which wades this vaft promontory on both fides, is filled with an infinite va.

riety of fiOies, fome of them refcmbling thofe found in the feas of Europe, and others

differing as well in name as defcription.

The dolphin, or as he is called by the Portuguefe, the dorado, would neither be difco-

verabic from the defcription of the ancients, or the delineations of the more modern pain-

ters) he is neither celebrated at prefent for any peculiar attachment to the human race, or

remarked for that contorted and twilled form in which he is conftantly reprefentedi the

founds of the moft harmonious inftruments of mufic, would now have no charms for the

dolphin, nor would he offer his back to convey to land a drowning poet or hillorian.

But probably the form in which he is ufually drawn, might be fuggefted from his ap-

pearance, when with other fiflies of the fame tribe, be tumbles and rolls in the feaj and

his affection to the human race, might be conceived from a plaintive kind of moan, which

he is faid to utter upon his being taken out of the water, and which has been fnppofed to

have been a complaint of the bafcnefs and -ingratitude of mankind.

The dolphin fcldom exceeds four feet in length, and is elegantly ftiapc'^, only that the

head fecms fomewhat large in proportion to the body; the fcalcs which >. er his (kin are

cxquifitely beautiful, the whole body of the fiflihaving the appearance of gold, fpread with

a network of azure; but this fplendor fades very foon after it is taken out of the water.

The tafie of it's flefh is by no means equal to it's beauty, though it is preferred to that of

all other fifbes of the fame tribe. The method of taking it will be defcribed when we

fpeak of the bonito and albicore.

The fhape and colour of the flying-fifli nearly refembles thofe of a herring, only that

the eyes are larger in proportion. It has two pair of fins like wings; the greater of which

are placed a little behind the gills, and the leffer towards the tail, about the region of the

vent. The wings before are preceded by a fmali fin of five rays, and the upper part of the

wings is of a dirty olive colour, but on the edge they are beautifully painted with round

blue fpot$. By the help of thcfe fins or wings they rife out of the water and fly a confi-

derable way, to avoid the purfuit of the dolphins, bonitors, albicores, and other fiOies that

follow them for prey. Some voyagers affert that they will fly for two hundred paces toge-

ther, falling again into the water when their fins grow dry; in their flight thcygofome-

times on one fide, fometimes on the other, and are taken either by their enemies, thefe

fifties, in the water; or, out of it, by fea-mews, cormorants, and other adverfniics of the

winged tribe. They are never taken by fifbisg fur them, but frequutily fly into the

fltips that fail between the tropic*.

By
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By the different defcriptions given by navigators, it may be fuppofcd there are fcvcril

forts of flyinjj fifliet, bcfiJes that wo have already mentioned; one is fpottcd, which i»

bluifli on the back, but inclining to brown towards the tail, has large eyes, broad ycllowifli

fins, and in fhape refembles the fmelt. The rit-fli of the flying fifli has a moft agreeibie

flavour, and it very wholefome) which probably may be the inducement to other rtfl»csf(»

frequently to purfue it. It is feldom taicen in Europe; though an ingenious author affirms

that he has feen it frequently at the fifli markets at Rome, as well as in the iflands of

Sicily and Malta, where it is brought for fale. That the ancient« were acquainted with
this fpecies, appears likely from the mention made by I'liny of itic hyrundo, th: flyin-*

power of which he alfo fpeaks of.

The bonito feems to have derived it's name from it's being agreeable to the tafteof the

Portuguefe, the firft Europeans that navigated the Indian Ocean, the word in their lan-

guage fignifying delicious, though it dccsnot appear to 'oepcrfcilly intnled tothis honour-

able appellationi for notwithftanding it is a firm and not unplcafant fifli, it is rather dry,

and requires good fauce to make it worthy of the name.

The albicore is nearly of the fame kind as the bonito, but arrives at a much greater fue,

feme having been taken from fixty to ninety pounds weight, and even Aill larger. This
name was alfo given to this fifli by the Portuguefe, on account uf it's whitenefs. It is

rather more dry and infipid than the bonito. Both thefe fifli, as well as thedolphin, are often

caught by an imitation of the flying fifli, which being moved backward and forward,

reprefenti the flight of this little fiOi, fo as to bring it's greedy purfuers to the hook;

they are alfo frequently ftruck with the fifli-gig. It is remarkable, that both are at certain

feafons tormented by a worm, whofc pungent bites force them in agonies of pain tofpring

fo high out of the water, that they frequently fall into boats which happen to be in the way
of their leap.

Among the various inhabitants of the ocean, thofe of the fliark kind are generally con-

iidered u thefierceft and moft voracious; but in the great white fliark, which is the largeft

of the fpecies, ftrength, rapidity, and rapacity, join to render him complcatly inifLhievoui:

though inferior in fize to the whale, he furpaflcshim in celerity and proportionable powers,

in the formidable arrangement of his teeth, and his infatiable defire of prey. Writers have

aflerted, that the great white fliark will grow to the weight of four thoufand pounds, and

that in the belly of one of thern a hitman body has been found entire.

The head it large and flattifli; thr eyes are of proportionable bignefs, and fo prominent

from (he head, that he can turn them on every fide, and difcover his prey wherever it pre-

fents itfelf; and the fnout long. The mouth is enormoufly wide, placed far beneath, and

therefore thefe, as well as the reft of the fliark kind, are faid to be obliged to turn on

their backs to feize their prey; an obfervation which, though anciently confined to this

fpecies of fifli, is now found to be equally applicable to many others: the throat of the

fliark is fo wide as to be capable of admitting a man to pafs down with the greateft eafe.

But it's teeth are indeed tremendous; of thefe there are fix rows, which are flat, triangular,

exceedingly fliarp at their edges, and finely indented. Seventy-two in number have

been counted in each jawi but many arc of opinion that their number is uncertain;

3 P and
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and that thefe trrribte inftrumentt of deftruAioa encreafe in proportion to the age of

the poflcflbr. When the fifli is in a (late of repofe, thii dreadful apparatus lici flat in

the mouth; but when it foizcs it's prey, it has a power of ereAing them by the afliftance

of a fct of mufclcs that join them to the jaw.

The other parts of this fi(h are almoft equally terrible to behold. The fins of the bread

are very large, and contribute to it's amazing fwiftnefs. It's whole afpeA is marked

with a chara^ler of fierccnefs and grcedincfs. I'he extremity of the tail is of the form of

a half-moon, but the upper part is longer than the lower. In this part he has vaft flrength,

and can ftrike with amazing force ; on which account the failors cut it off with an axr, at

foon as they have got it on board. The colour of the whole body and fins of this animal

is a light grey; it's fkin is rough, hard, and prickly, and is that fubftance which is called

(hagreen, and which is ufed to cover inllrument cafes.

The formidable appearance of the Hiurk is equalled by his courage and aftivity, no fifli

can fwim faflcr, nor is any (o perpetually in motion; he outdrips the fwifccft-failingfliip^,

plays round them, and fccmsto gaze at the paflengers, without exhibiting the fmalleftap«

pearance of fear, or making any effort to retire; nor is he intimidated by the fliouts of the

crews, or even the firing of guns.

The depredations committed by this animal are frequent and horrible: in all hot cli-

mates he is the dread of the failor, where he conftantly attends the (hips in expedbtion of

what may fall over-board. A failor was bathing in the Mediterranean near Antibes, in

the year 1744, and fwimming about fifty yards from the (hip, he perceived a monftrous

fifh nearing him : ftruck with terror at his approach, the poor man cried ou: to his com-

panions in the vclT^I to take him on board; immediately they threw him a rope, and were

drawing him up the (hip's fide, when the (hark darted after him, and bit ofT one of his

legs. And a well known and univerfally refpc£led gentleman, now abroad in the public

fervice, had the misfortune to lofe a limb in exatflly the fame way; though happily for his

family and the public, his life was preferved, and the event has been perpetuated by a

work of genius which will render the accident and the artift equally memorable. Thek
efcapcs were deemed miraculous; for when a man has the misfortune to be purfued by any

of thefe animals, he Teems devoted to perifh without redemption, fo fwiftly and fudJenly

do they dart on their prey.

If any farther proof is necelTary of the rapacity of this fi(h, the following account will

fuflicicntly confirm it. A mafterof a Having (hip, on the coaft of Guinea, finding a rage of

fuicide prevail among the new-bought flaves, from a notion the unhappy creatures had

entertained, that after death they (hould be rcftored again to their families, friends, and

country; to convince them, at leaft, that they (hould not reanimate their bodies, he ordered

a corpfc of one of them to be tied by the heels to a rope, and lowered into the fea; and

though it was drawn up again as faft as the united force of the crew could be exerted, yet

in that (hort fpace the (harks had devoured every part but the feet, which were fecurcd at

the end of the cord.

So voracious is the (hark, that nothing which has life is rejeAed by it; but human fle(h

appears to be it's favourite food, and when unce it has fed upon mankind, it continually

haunts thefe placet where it experts a return of it's prey.

It
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It ii however aflerted, that thia voracious fiHi will uke the flcfli of a negro in prefierence

to that of a white mant and that when men of ditfcrent colours are in the water together, it

always makes choice of the former.

The ufual method of taking a fliark, is to bait a hook with a piece of beef or pork,

which the failors throw into thefca affixed to a (hong cord, ftrengthrned near thr houk

with an iron chain; as, without fuch a precaution, the fliark, finding himfcif hooked,

would immediately bite the cord in two, and fet himfelf at liberty. He approaches it

fwims round it, examines it, and appears for a time to negleA it} but when the failor

makef a pretence, by drawing the rope as if intending to take the bait away, his

hunger excites him, he darts at the bait, and fwallnwing it, buries the hook in his entrails.

When he finds the hook lodged, he exercifes his utmotl efforts to continue in his natural

clement} but when his ftrength is exhaufted, he fuffcrs his head to be drawn abuvc
water; the failors confine his tail by a nopfe, draw him on board, and difpatch him as

foon as poffible, by fevere blows on the head: yet even this is attended with difficulty and
danger i

terrible even in the agonies of death, he ftill ftruggles with his deftroyers, and is

the moft tenacious of life of any animal in the world.

If we are to credit fome ancient writer*, the young of this fifh are not produced from
fpawoi for one of them aflures us, that he faw a female fliark produce eleven living young
ones at a time: and the fame author aflerts, that the female in this tribe is larger than
the male.

That this fifli was known many centuries ago is unqueftionable; an hiflorian of ancient

date gives a long and very entertaining account of it's capture. The flefli, which i« fome-
times eaten, is exceedingly coarfe and rank, and hardly digeflible by any but negroes
who are remarkably fond of it. The liver aflbrds a confiderable quantity of oil; and the
(kin, as we have already obferved, is poliflicd into that fubfl^nce which is known by the
name of fliagreen.

There are feveral other forts of fliarks, particularly one which is called the blue fliark

from it's appearing in the water to be of that colour: another diflindtion of them is the
bottle- nofe, from the conftrudtion of this fifli's head, which is more rounded at the extre-

mity than the other kinds; none of which, however, equal the white fliark in fize or
voracioufnefs.

Thefe Oiarks are faid to be accompanied, at all times, by a fmall but moli beautiful

fifh, called the pilot-fifli, which rddoir. exceeds fixteen or eighteen inches in length. The
fcales of this fifli are a mixture of blue, mid a golden brown, which gives them afloniflilng

brilliancy in the water, though rhe eftl«ft is loft when they arc taken out of that element.

I'hey do not attend the tyrant of the deep ftngly, but in flioais; and when a bait is thrown
out for the fliark, they play round it, an<l feem to invite that rapacious animal to the

rrpaftj and it is from this circumftame that the name of pilot fifti has been derived. It is

fomewhat extraordinary, that in the moft ravt nous moments of the fliark^ he never attai Ics

thefe little companions, who whilft they are in waiting on him, »rc not to be taken

with a hook, yet bite freely enough in the abfi-nce of the laft-namcd filh, and arc

efteemed the moft delicate of all food; though it is not impoffible that this imagined excel-

lency may arifc from their being ufually taken when no other frefli meat can be procured.

But

m
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But the fhark has other ..^mpaaions, whofe attendance is by no means produAive of the

fume advantage as that of the pilot-f<n>; thefe are the fucking-fiOies, which are not in com-

mon above tcir or twelve inches in length, and frequently not fo much: yet il.cfc little

<Miemies of the (hark are the occafion of great pain to himc for by means of a membraneous

fiibftance rvifh which their mouths are furrounded, they fallen themfclvcstothe (kin of the

(hurk, cither on the back or fides, to which they adhere fo tenacioufly that no force can tr.-

movu them; though if they arc thruft along the fcales according to the grain, not of the

Ihark,butof the lucKing £(h, they may be taken off without much difficulty. There is no

doubt but thefe animals infeft the fliark as vermin, extracting a fubfillcnce from it's blood r

juices^ and in tt^c performance of this taflc, they may be fuppofed to be extremely troubic>

fun^c, morcefpecially as it is impoflibi«; for him to get rid of his g'Jrfts, unlefs he can find

rocksi to r'.ib againft, which cannot often happen itt thofe deep waters where he principally

refidcs,

The Auking-fifli pofltflcs the fame power of adhering to wood anc other fubftanccs , unA

is probably the remora fo frequently mentioned by the ancients, and of whofe wondciful

eifcfis in retarding and even ftoppinjr ti." p- jgrcf* of ifhips in their courfcj fuch a var.ety

of accounts have been given ia limes whc. the inhabitants of the great wittofs, and the aru

of navigation, were much k-fs known thai, at prefent. This fifl) is oi a thin watery fub-

ilance, and muddy tafte, and is therefore never eaten.

Thcfc feas atFord many other fmatl (idt unknown in Europe, one called the bald-pate,

the heaJ and neck of which are without fcales; and the raven-fifh, which takes it's name

from the form of it's mouth, v/hich is faid to refemble the beak of that fowl : this lad is a

very fmall fift), not above fix or Seven inches in length ; but, as well as the bald-pate, is

faid to be agreeably tailed.

The fliclUfifh on the Indian fliores are in general as well flavoured as thofe of Europe^

in particular oyflers, which are of moderate fize, and peculiar goodncfs. In fome parts of

the Afiatic fcas, ihelUfiOi are found of moftencmous magnitude, which wefluiil i;.^vec€-

cafion to mention in another parr of this work.

Of the river filh of this country we have very imperfe^ accounts'^ the Ganges, how-

ever, contains great numbers of crocudiln and alligators, which vill be alfo defcribed

hereafter. The inhabitants of this vail, though at prefent diKJointird f-iiiplr::; differ ex-

ceedingly, even in colour, in the different provincesi thole of the northern p^r'.s being

of an olive tawny colour, and thofe of the fouthern dillri^s perfeAly biacki bu^'they

are in general well made, of moderate Ilature, their limbs well turned, and thuir features

agreeably cad: the females, in particular, notwithdanding their dark and fuoty coirt-

plexions, pulTefs charms to captivate even Europeans
i a certain livelinefs of carriage,

fcftnefs of manners, and elegance of exprclfion, fupplying the want of the lilies and

rofer.of the wcdern world., and in fonir meafure the deficitncy or diHcrence of education,

which didinguilhcs the refined and poiilhcd beauties of Great Britain, andenfures iheni

the unrivalled palm of excellence beyond thofe of any nation in any quart.':r of the globe.

The hair of iht natives in all parts of India, is long end black, and their eyes of the

fame colourj fome of the blacks dye their teeth, «Rd' paint different paiU of thor kidicf,

and particularly their foreheads, with fputs or fiiokct of /c'low^

The
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The Indlsn dreflcii refe nble in Tome degree thofe of the other Eaftern nations which wc

have already defcribt^i w th a degree of prudence fuperiorto the Europeans, they fcem to

have confidcrd thewar-.th of the climate, and to hnve confulted eafcand convenience in

the flowing loofenefs of their garm«;nti, ai well as in the materials of which they are

compofed.

The rxterior robe, among people of condition, is a vcft of while filk or muflin, accord-

ing to the feafoii; this folds over before, and is provided with double fets of ribbands or

firings, with wrhich it is fumetimes tied un one fide, and fomctimes on the other, like the

doubtc-breaited w^iiftcoats of this country: the upper part of this garment being thus

drawn clofe to the body, difcoversthe (hape; but, from the waift, it falls in loofe pUits or

ib!>i<i to the ancles. The fleevcs arc rather tight^ but, being longer than the arms, fit full

and in folds about the wrift. Under this they wear another veftuf the fame material, but

fixnewhat n)(>rtcr} and this is tucked into the drawers, which reach to the feet. They wear

no ilockingS} and their ihoesare iharp«pointcd, the toes turning up. Their hair is gathered

up into a roll, and » fmall turban covers the head.

Thedrefs <»f the fem«les differs totally from that which wc !/ave juft defcribed: u long

piece of Alk or muflin, painted, vrrought, or otherwifc ornamented, according to the rank

and fortune of the wearer, !s fo wound round the waifl, that one part of it tails down to '

the kneci, or rather below them, and the other, crolTing the fhouluerit like a belt, conceais

the body, b^eails, and part of the back. They roll their hair like the men;; but in((e.-«d of

covering it wiih a turban, thofe who are affluent adorn it vrith ji*wels and artiftcia! ftuwcrs.

Thfy wFti-.f ear'-rings .-ind necklaces of precious floncs, and fomc have a jewel pendant from

tiirir ^ofe^, and ftretch the hole which is bored in t'tce.ir tor the rcaption of the i?ar-

ring t" ;fn enormous li^c Not only their wrifls and ancles are ornamented with bracelets

of gold, fitver, or other metals, but they wear rings of the fame miteriais on their fingers,

and even th«ir tws. Their fhoes or flippers rcfemble thofe of themeni bist they are not

univcrr.4!ly worn^ and cfpccially in the fouihern i)rovir,ces» wi'.ere they frequently go

bare- foot.

Bat lie drefies we have defcribed are by nomcins thofe of the common people, who are

in genera' more than half naked; and thi»fe Gentoos who arc employed in meniwl ofiicf;,

and part.icui.4rly Aich as carry the palanquin, (a conveyance which wil! be drftribed

hercafttr) have no other covcruig than a (mall piece of cloth, which is faittned to a fiight

fj(h before, and drawn « i to it behind} but this <.icrifice to decen-y is generally fo fcun-

tily nude, that it very indifferently performs ii's office. In the neither .1 parts of the em-

pire, thofe who ».,\n afford it, wear a kind of fhirt open before, which hangs c^'cr the

drawers} and for the rainy an>i temf»t-{luou!i fcafons they txre provided with cloaks.

Such an', the dreffes of the natvv Indiausj bm thrfc of thi Moors, or fuch «s profefs

the Mahometan religion, are in m;u;y refpe'ls ditFercnt, and rrfi-mblo, in fome mealurr,

tl»ofe of the Afiatic I'urks, They vcar the large turbsn, compofcd of great quantities

cfmuliin fu neatly uid artificially foiled and twilled as to compofe a handfome h.-ad-

drefv, and at tnu fame time, by it's different plait*, and windings, to diilinguifh -he i.mk,

loiiditiur, tribtf> and evea prvfef&on of the wearer. I'hough we cannot iigree in opinion
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withthofe writeri, who aflert that thiscomplicatcdoinamentof the head isatorccllghtanJ

cool; or that, by obftrudting the approach of the rays of the fun, auid at the fam.' time of thj

air alfo, it can contribute to prevt-nt the head from being too hot} nothing can be more

clear to our idtas,i,han that a large turbAu compofcu of a vaft quantity of mullin, i*

heavier than t fmali one conlillir^ of fewer yards of the fame materials, and as it will

excite u greater degree of perfpiration, (o the head will be p/oportionably hotter.

Thcfc Moors, like the Turks, confine great part of their finery to their wcapfws, which

jconfift of a fcymitar and dagger, and to the fa{h in which they :irc worn. The hilts or

handles of the former arc among the wealthy omamcntcd with curious work in the gold

or filver of which they arc formed, or enriched with precious ftones: the dagger, which hits

a fhorti. broad, and pointed blade, is ftuck into the fafh, which is commonly wrought

with filks, or embroidery of gold or filver, anii being fattened before, the two ends hmg

down, and arc fringed with the iamc materials us compofc the embroidery, the

fcymitar hangs before in aloofc belt. Their (hoes or (lippert arc alfo embioidi^rcdi though

this pait of thcirdrcfs is ufelcfs in their viuts, as on thcfe occafions it is an indifp^nfible

cullom to leave them at the doors.

The falam or fulute among the natives of Indottan, wiicn they meet each other, is by

lifting both hands to the head when they mean ta (hew great ri-f|X<^t, or the right only

when they encounter their equals; but they never falute with the left-hand only, which

would be confidcred as a mark of contempt. The form of expre(Eon on thefc occafions,

is on the one part an invocation of God to bedow health, and a wi(h on the other that

the bleffing invoked may be returned. When they approach a fovereign prince, they bow

their bodies to the ground, which they touch with their hands, then raife thetn to their

breads, and at length to their heads; and this ceremony is generally repeated thticc:

though on fome occafions they proftrate thcmfclves to the earth. Some modern witcrs

have cenfured as farcical and ridiculous the complimentary and hyperbolical (lile in

which thefc Kafterns addrefs their fuperiors, and the ftrain of over-atfted energy with

which they attempt to deliver their adulatory addreifes: but thofcwho make thcfc remarks

will do well to recoiled, that thefe forms and ceremonies are of great antiquity, and were

pra£tifed in the fame extent long before even the common forms of civilit) were known to

the weftcrn world; and if to the force of long continued cu(tnm we add the diflVicnce be-

tween the oriental languages and thofj of Europe, the phrafes and allegories with which

the former is replete will account for a confiderable part of thofe extr.'ivagant (Iruins

which the bigotry and partiality of ignorant and narrow-minded men have reprefentcd

as fuch grofs abfurdities.

When an Indian makes a vifit to another, the prrfon who receives it does not rife to

compliment hik gucit, but folicits him to be feated on the carpet, with which every

room is fprcad; and if the vifitor is a man of equ«! rank, he is dcfircd to draw near th«

mailer of the houfr, but if he is his inferior, he muli be content with a more diftant fitua.

tion. As foon «• he it feated, betel and arefc *rj prefented to him, in chewing which it it

a cuftomary compliment for the perlun vifited to accompany his gucll, and thr converfa-

tipn, which is held in a tow tone of voice, cad in a very fokmn ,mi vrave w»y, fclJoni lafh

above
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)jbov8 half an hour, by which time both parties are tired of each other, and the vifitor

withdraws.

The natives of Indoilan have only two principal meals; one in the morning before the fun

ftjinei with meridian fervor, the other in the evening when it's immediate influence is with-

drawn: the intermediate time between the meals, at lead the middle part nf the d;i)-, is ge-

iK-rally fpent in fleep, the intenfe heat rendering thofc hours wholly unfit lur motion.

Moft of the natives, whether Mahometans or Gentoos, prefer rice to bread; of which

latter very little is eaten in this country, except by Europeans. The rice i% grn(;aliy boikd

or dewed till it is quite dry, and as this grain, fo prepared, conilitutcs the principal pa;t of

the food of this healthy people, it is evidently wholcfome: it ie generally cftccmcd more

light and cooling than the other f|>ecies of corn.

The bramins never admit into their food any thing which hssevcr had animal lifcj and

fomc calls of the CJentoos alfo abllain from flefli and fiOi : the Mahometans, and fuch

other of the inhabitants as indulge in ihcfe articles, generally (lew their meat ready cut in

fmall pieces, with the rice, and make it favoury by the addition of various fpices.

Pilaw is the favourite difii j this confifts commonly of a fowl boiled whole, and ft-rvrd

in adiOi of rice, fpiccd and coloured with turmeric. On particu!;ir occafions they make

an addition of ambcrgreafc ; which, however, is generally thought by Europeans to add much
jefs to the flavour than lo the expence of the diih.

Currees are of various kinds, and may cither be compofed partly of animal flefh, or

wholly of vcgctablcf J
the latter is principally ufcd by the bramins and particular cads of

the Gentoos : rice, however, is a principal ingredient in both fort*:, fpiced and relifhcd a^ wc
hive dci'cribcd -, and to thi» is fometimes added the pulp or kernel of the cocoa-nut. Thiv
hivc a favoury powder, which it alfo called curree, and which is commonly eaten with their

rice, at ordinary meals, by people of all rank?, and (as it is faid to be fume vegetable pro*

dudtiun) by thofc of all religions alfo.

They have many other diflics, in particular the kitcharee; which is a nsixture office,

and a pulfe which they call dholl, ftcwcd together : and this is edeemed a wholcfome and

!ij{recablc fauce with failed fifti, and other ftrong meats; for which pu pofe they fomctimc>!

, fr
- an addition to it of butter, and if they wi(h to make it poignant of pickles.

' U other nations of the ealt, the utenfils of the table are but few ir numbe. ; they ufe

(.cither knife, fork, or fpoon. They take up the rice in the.-r right-hand, and piofTrng it to«

gcthei in large morfeis, they thruflt it into their mouths. I'he flc/h meat, when it makes a

part of their nuals, is, as has been already obfcrvcd, cm into pieces brfore it is drefled; and,

II it is always much ftewed, it is eaftly feparated by the finger and thumb, with which alfo

they convey it to their mouths. They ufe only their right-hand in feeding themfclvcs, con-

ceiving their left-hands to be defiled by being employed in cleanfing themfclves, and in

other a£U which they undcrftand to be impure. They neither ufe table-cloth or napkins,

bu' wafli before and after meals.

The common drink, among ihofe of all religions, is water; but they have othw liquors,

extrailed frcm the trees of the country, fuch as palm-wine, and toddy: they alfo drink very

plentifully of the Bulk of cocva-nuts; a liquor which is extremely cooling and rcfrefhing,
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and highly plfafing to the palate. Befidei thefe beverages, which are merely calculated to

quench thirft, they have other* to exhilarate the fpirits, of a different nature: thefc con.

fift of fcvcral kinds of arrack, each fort valued according to the ingredients from which

it is diftilled; and thefe are toddy, fugai, and rice, ufcd diftindly. The liquor produced

from the laft is held in the loweft t-ftccm j but they arc fometimes mixed, and in thofe cafes

the goodnefs of ihe liquor is determined by the proportions of each employed in thecom-

poAtion. This liquor, .'^ highly eftecmcd and fo cxpcnftve in Europe, is commonly fulJ

in this country for Icfs than a (billing a gallon.

Though the laws of Mahomet ftriftly prohibit the ufe of wine, yet the profeflbrs of hit

religion in this country pay but little regard to thefe injuntftions: they feldom refrain

from it when they can get at it; but this is not often, as the liquors imported from Europe

bear a mod extravagant price, and but little Pcrfian wine finds it'a way out of that king.

dom. Cordials and drams, however, they indulge in freely, and feek the ftrongeft arrack they

can procure for their debauches: but they are extremely cautious in thus tranfgrcfling

againft: their religious eftablitbment, and their excefles are always pra£)ifcd in private; yet

though they feldom expofc themfelvesin adis of intemperance, the effects of them are often

fevercly felt, when thofe in power arc addicted to the vices of inebriety.

Ihe natives of Indoltan, as well Moors as Gcntoos, are like their Afiatic neighbour!,

exceedingly addicted to fmoking tobacco; and have the fame contrivances for receiving

the fmoke, in a cool ftate, as we have already defcribed in our accounts uf the cuftomt of

the Afiatic Turks and Perfians. 1'he lower ranks of people, who cannot afford to indulge

in the fame elegancies, cither ufe a cocoa.nut fhcll inftead of a veflel of glafs or litvcr,

or fmoke the leaf itfelf made into fmall rolti; and this latter method is mure commonly

ufed by the Gcntoos than tht Mahometans.

The manners uf the native inhabitants of Indodan, of all religions, are nearly alik?; and

rcfcmble fo much thofe of the Turks, Perfians, and other Afiatics, already defcribed, that

the difference is very little obfervable: even the rough and hardy Tartar, has, fince th«

conqucft of this country by that warlike people, degenerated into an eflFeminacy, lo

which the climate, and food peculiar to it, contribute in no fmall degree; and having af-

fumed the voluptuous difpofitions of the country they pofTcfTed, are now fo blended with

the original inhabitants, as not to be diflinguifhed from them by any favourable difference

of conduA or behaviour.

But the ftrongcfl chara^teriAic of this people it diilimulation: with an aflfrified grivi:/

and decorum of convcrfation, to which they are accuilomed from their very infjncir<,

under the mod fevere injuntStions from their parents and indru^tors, they controul their

paffions with the moft cautious circumfpe^tion; reftraining every ebullition of anger and

refcntment, and avoiding, at the giofTt-ft indecency, even a word that might betray <Jif*

pleafurc or difTatisfadlion; and fuch pcrfedl malters nre they of the arts of hypocrify,

which are not only encouraged, but even applauded, that they receive the highefl injuries

without exhibitir.g the appearance of wrath, though they arc determined on revenge-, and,

purfuing the fame line of conduA to ii'i utmoll extent, they adiualty carcfs thofu they

me«n to dcftroy) and fmile on the vid^im they intend lo facrificc to their hate.

Ibe
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1'he (livcrfiom of the natives nf Itulodan arc but few, atid ihofc arc fuitcd to the man-

rtrfiind difpolitiuns of (his indolent and luxurious p-i'plc.

'I'hc dancioj* ^irli have betn (o frequently mi n"i()ii'(\ and fnch different account*

have b^eii given of thetti, that it is nnc an (mIV mat'.:r t» di(lingui(h fuch a) me
fdundcJ on ttuih, from the romantic defcripiiot.it whiih appear to h/vc been didiatrd under

that latitude of iXJjrgvraiion which it provrrhially claimed by moll travellers: we (hall

however follow fuch of (he more modern writer', wh>> having attelUd ihtir veracity by

committing their n.. iiea to the public, are unquillionably entitled to a greater degree of

credit) and to the information derived from thcfe fources, we (hall add fume particuiais

which we have procured from tiurown private frienJ> and correfpurtdents.

I h fe feniale dancers, wh.>in fume pat tti of India are dilliiiguifhcd by the appellation of

b.itladicres, are of two furt)i( the firll arc eonfecratcd to the pei formancc of certain rclijrioui

rites, about the Gcntoo templet, or other placet appropriated to the worfliip of this feci,

or more probably to thcamufi mcnr, or perhaps ufe, of the bramini who minil)cr in thefe

l.(crcd placcsi and thcfe arc formed into little focieticii, each of which isgnvernei by fomc

(lifcrcct female, who ha* formerly fii^ured in the fame capacity, and i« grown too old fur

the two-fold fervicc.

'I'he other dancer* arc mercenaries, who go from plac? to place, and engage themfelvc*

ai performer* at any fertival or entertainments thefu alfo place thcmfelvc* under the care

of fomc experienced matron, a* well for the purpofcs of profcHional inftruAion, a* fur the

regulation of their condu^, and private advice, which they often need in circumftancc* of

great importance to them; it being no uncommon caic forthofc prince* and chicfn, whofo

harams are filled with beautie* collcAcd in every quarter of the caft, to abandon thefe un*

ftirtunatc captive*, and become enamoured with one of the wandering females ju(l dc-

fcribcd,i-.nd with ihe fame capricioufnef* of tade, to lavifh on her a fund of wealthy a dif-

pofition of which, under (he fuggcKioni of her fage advifcr, flic does not fail to make tho

utmoil advantage.

'(he mufic, except they have the aflii^ance of Europeans, iscompofed of fmall drums,

called tamtams, large pipes, and a kind of cvmbah, and \f> dreadfully !>>ud, but by no

means harmonious { End to render this band (lill lef> plearing,they playbutone fingletune.

The baltadierrs arc drcfTed in the mod gaudy manner that the luxuriant fancies of the

esft, fertile in conceptions of this kind, can po(nbly invent. Their long bl jck hair, either

f.tm over (heir (houlders in loofeand flowing ringlets, or is brait'ed and turned up, adorned

with precious (tones, and ornamented with an infinite variety of artificial flowers. Their

necklace* and br.-icelets arc alfo enriched in the fame way, and c\en the fliocking effect

of their nofc-j(wel9, is leffened, if not totally effaced, by the brilli.tncy of the material*

which compofc them, and which, after th.* prejudice has been fomcwhat removed by being

Kcultomcd to them, makes them feem rather an addition t"i the other oriiamcnts.

Confulering (heir bieafls as the moft iharadlerinic marks of beauty, they prcfcrve

them wiih •"•^'iiu ailed care j in ordci to prevent them from growing too large, or out of (hapr,

they arc en.' fed in cafes made of an exceeding light wcoJ, which »re joined and faOeiud

together behind with buckle* of diamond* or other precious (lone*. Thcfe cafe* aic fo

3 R finootit



aj» I Av

ifmooth and flexible, that they give way to the various attitudes of the body, withnut being

flattrd, and without offering the fmallcil injury to the delicacy of the (kin. The outfide

of thefe cafes is covered with a thin leaf or plate of gold, and ftuddcd with diamonds,

and they are taken off and put on with fingular facility and expedition. I his covering

of the bread does not conceal the palpitations, heavings, and various emotions calculated

to >-xcite dcfirc.-; nor do thefe wanton libertines in petticoats, attempt any concealment

beyond that of actual nakedticfs. They trace black circles round their eyes with a hair

pencil dipped in the powder of antimony, which they imagine heightens the luftrcof their

complexions, and the impreflton of their countenances: befides their jewels, they hang

bells to their ancles, which produce an ciVcA afvrecablc enough to the fpediators of this

country, but not altogether pleafing to Europeans.

But the rich jewels and ornaments we have dcfcribed, are not common to the dancing

girls of both clafles) thofeonly who are dedicated to the fancStified but luxurious bramins,

are loaded with this expenAve finery. The flrolling troops are equipped at a very inferior

coft; and though they want the intrinfic richnefs of rubies, emeralds and diamonds, fub-

IHtute artificial for real luftre, and their drefs refembling in all other refpedtl that of the

more favoured rivals of their art, their appearance is equally pleafing to an unfcruti-

nizing (pt&itor,

Thefe Indian performers do not hop, flcip, and cut capers, like the dancers on European

ftages^they never lift their legs high, (indeed,^ they feldom take their feet ofFthe floor) but

thev exprefs, by mute a<Stion, all thofe raptures and extravagancies of love, which

ought to be baniOied from public aflemblies, to thofe deep receiFes, where happy lovers,

free from every rcftrainf, indulge in all the freedoms of mutual and uninterrupted affeflion:

nor is this pantomime confined wholly to mute action, wanton attitudes are accompanied

by fongs, fometimes expreflive of courtfliip, fometimes of jealoufy, and at others of foli*

citation, but much more commonly of the moll loofe and lafcivious tendency;, thefe they

repeat to the fame tune by which they mcafure their dances, till being wrought up to the

higheft pitch of defire, and overcome by the powers of imagination, and the ft^ength of

perfumes, which arc unfparingly fcattered in the room where they perform, their fenfes

hiix itnder the accumulated fafcination, their voices die away, and they remain totally

exhaufted and motionlcfs.

Strangt! as this mode of exhibiting in public may found in Europran ears, It muft not

be condemned withnut making :\Ilowanccs for the dirt'crcnce of lultom-s, manners, and

natural difpofitions, occafiuneJ by the varying climatcr, religions, and employments, in

Europe, the common topics of convei/ation arc, the weather, politics, and public events;

hut in thefe caftcrn climes, the enjoyments of love arc the condant theme; moderate in all

other rcl'pedts, the natives of IniJolLm indulge in this paflfion to an «xcc(s altogether un-

bounded; they talk without ce.-)rtn!; of thu beauties, the numbers, and the qualifications of

their wives and roncdbint s; and inftiMd of the camp, the fenate, or the cabinet, their am-

biiini), aff well m tlicii joys, arc directed alone to the haram.

Mfariiages are roiitradcil while the patties arc in a ftatc of infancy, but they arc not

« ortOiiuniiited till they arc oi proper age. 7 he ceremony of marriage it thrice perfornuul

:
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once at the firft cni^agemcnt; a fccond limc when the hufband is eight or nine years old,

and the wife five u'r fix^ and the third and laft time, when it is intended to be confummated.

Before the fccond marriage, the >oung couple arc admitted to a free intercourfe with each

other, and their chiliiHi diverfions and amufements being taken together, with that free-

dom which a knowledge that they are dcitmcd for each other naturally infpircs, they

generally at that tender a^je conceive a mutual »(>c£tion, which is feldom effaced or Icfllned,

MOtwithftanding they are feparated from the hour of the fecond marriage, and not per-

mitted to fee each other till the third ceremony; the bridegroom being in the mean time

employed in receiving education, and the bride (hut up in the women's apartment, to be

inftrudted in fuch accomplithments as are fulled to her rank in life, or that of her

hu(band.

Nor are thefe early marriages devoid of advantages, in a climate where youth is of
fhort duration, where matches poftponed to thofe years of riper difcretion, at which they

arc frequently contracted in Europe, would neither be produ(ftive of the joys or fruits of

love} and where the natural difpofitions of the inhabitants of both fexes, would render a

fingle life at uncomfortable at it is uncommon; unmarried women being feldom treated

with much refpedt, and celibacy in men being generally thought to imply fomc natural and

difgraceful incapability.

The third and laft marriage is celebrated with a fplendor and magnificence fometime9

more than equal to their conditions: little expcnfive in the articles uf cloaths, food or

habitation, the natives of Indodan rcferveall their extravagance for their marriages; they

are not addi£ted to any expcndvc vices, their paifions being held in fubjediion, or at Icaft

awed into gentlenefs by the habitude of hypocrify, which hat been already attributed to

them; yet they are as greedy of gain, and as appaiently avaricious, at if, like the

Kuropeant, they colle£ied wealth to diflipate it in debaucheriet, or heaped up riches for

the pleafure of contemplating the hoard.

But the purpofes for which they endeavour to amafs large fumt of money, arc widely

diftcrent. Plain at their appearance is, and fimplc their manners, in the ordinary occur*

rcnccs of life; they are immoderately fond of fplendor and magnificence in certain

particulars: and on fome occafion', the apartments of the women are fitted up in all the

taltc and elegance to which their ideas can reach; their drcffcs mid jewels are magnificent;

and no expence is fpared which can contribute to the gratification of fcnfe or fancy, in

tbcfe regions devoted to plenfure.

But it is at the celebration of their marriages that they are peculiarly prnfufc: on theft

occafions they feem to forget the ftriit rules of moderation and parfitnony with which their

lives are in general marked, and dedicate to a fingle hour of fcdivity, the accumulations

of years devoted to unremitting indultry.

The following account of a wedding entertainment fccms to be related, by a modern

traveller, with Irfs than ufual of thofe embellifhments which are apt to give even truth

an air of fidtion and romance, and we therefore prel'etit it tu our. readers in nearly hit

•>wn language.

The
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I'hc perfce, at whofc wedding I was a gued, had many weeks previous to the intoiJid

rercmony, f^-nt invitatioiis to his iiumcruus fi lends and acquaintance lo ad'cmblc at the

lime F.xcd, in a fpaLious apartment prepared for the purpofe In a beautiful field. It was

the dry feafuii. when the air was mild and fcrcne, and thj whule vegetable world brcathtd

a dcli'^htful fragraiKi-. I'hc pjjcc ol eiitertainmcnt was formed by bamboos conncdtvd

together in a niatiiicr ufii.il in that country, and ioviral with cloth. It was a mi-dium

between a houfc and a tint, beinu; Icfs folid than the former, and more fubOantial than

the latter. Here the f-vmpany allenihlcd, after the h'.-atof the day was over, to the number

of fevcral hundreds. After a rich ripall, whiih was ferved with gieat regularity, the

whole company fct out to meet the bride, miiUnijers havinj; already arrived to announce

her approach. I'hc hiid.groofji was nmunicd on a canul richly capaiifuned, himfclf

adorned with a iiiuliituile of jewds, aiul highly perfumed. A nunibir of flaves walked

by the fide of the camel, holding an umbrella over the hiad of their mafter, while others

were employed in fanning his face. 1 he company were, a^ ufual, carried in palan(|uins

In the mean time the entertainment cor.-.menced with the performances of a hand of nuifu,

confifting of pipers blowing very loudly with their mouths on the great pipe and play-

ing with theii fingers on another, trumpet.is, and a kjnd of drummers beating on thj

tamtams. The mnfic w.is dreadfully loud, but rather difcordant, and confifted of only

one tune. The cavalcade being arrived at a village, was met by the bride, attended by an

infinite number df female acquaintance} her near male relations, and a crowd of fervanls.

An European carriage had been borrowed for the lady; it was an open phaeton drawn by

four beautiful Arabian horfes, who moved in flow proccflion. Of the reft of the ladi:«,

fomc rode on camels, and fomc in carriages drawn by fpottcd bufi'aloes, and bullocks,

whole horns were tipped with filver, and their heads bound with ribbands adorned with

floweis. The biide was a ull and comely young creature, her long black hair falling down

over her flioulders, and then turned up in wreaths, and elegantly ornamented with em-

broidered ribbands am precious (tones. On her fuH approaching her huHiand, he gave

her the falam in a modcll and refpeftful manner, the bride (landing up in her carriage

veiled only by an umbrella.

Both companies being joined, proceeded in joyful proccflion to the building from whence

the bridegroom fct out; which, fpacious as it was, proved now infu/Hcicnt to receive the

increafed number^j and many of the guefts were obliged to feat themfelves on the grall'y

plain, lamps beinj; hung among thr (hrubbery on pdes of bamboo, which were fixed

with little difliculiy in tlic (oft and deep foil. The room, illuminated within as well as

without, difplaycd on both fides various pictures of elephants and other animalsj and

portraits uf nun, many of which were pointed out as the rcprefcntations of monarchs

and heror<;, ancient anJ modern.

V ariousibindsof refrcfhmentshavingbeen at ihort intervals prcfentcd to the company, they

were at lentjth entertained with a ball, or rather an interlude, performed by a band of the

dancinw girls already mentioned, which iaftcd the whole night. On this occafion the

ladies were placed by themfelves on cne fiiie of the hall, and the^entlemcn on the other.

The women wore their veils, but they were not pulled fo clofely over their faces as to

conceal
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cnnceal their eye* anil nofet; and when they were drawn back, that they might enjny ihe

refreflimcnt of being fanned, theirnecks and fine hair were alfo c^tpufeJ to view: indeed,

it it afTertid that, on thefe occufidns, the veil fits more loofrly on the Udien, than at other

timet. There wa« not the leaft communication between the men and the women, not

even a whifpcr: the men converfrd among thentfelves, and the women obfcrved a pro-

found filence, looking ftraight forward with inexpre(Hb!c fwcetnefi and modefty.

Thus far our author} who, however, give* no account of the adlual marriage ceremony,

which is performed as followa.

The bride and bridegroom, after this public entertainment, being conduced to the

houfe intended for their future habitation, or to that of the father of the latter, are placed

on oppofite fidea of a table, over which they extend and join their handi; the officiating

bramin or prieft then fpread* a piece of filk or cotton over both their heads, and they

remain under that veil whilft a form of prayer and blefiing fuitable to the occafion is pro-

nounced by the bramin. This performed, the covering it removed, and the prieft concludea

th* ceremony by fprinkling a quantity of rice over the head* of the married couple, a* em>
blematic of fruitfulnef*. The company are now fuffercd to depart, but not till a large

quantity of fweet water* and perfume*, coloured with fafflron, have been fcattered among

them; the marks and ftain* of which are afterward* (hewn on their cloath*, a* proof*

of the wearer'* having been of fufficient confequence to be invited to a conAderable

wedding.

Divorces are feldom heard of in thii country: the Gentoo*, a name given to diAinguifli

thofe of the native*, who do not follow the doArlne* of Mahomet, being obedient and in

general faithful wive*i indeed, their attachment to their hufband* i* fo remarkable, that

inftance* are very rare, where even a fufpicion hath been entertained of their having

violated the mnrriage vow) a circumftance the more extraordinary, a* the law* by which

they are governed do not only admit of a plurality of wive*, but give very confiderable

indulgence* alfo on the fcore of concubinage; and the affeAation of novelty run* fo high*

that the poor married dame* are in general deferted long before their charm* begin to fade,

and yield to fome new atuchment; an infult to which they fubmit with a patience of

fpirit, which bear* little refcmblance to that aflumed by the ladie* of Europe on fimilar oc«

cafioni; and perhapi the cuftom of purchafing the wife of her parent*, which almoftuni-

verfally prevail* in the eaft, not only among the Mahometan*, but with thofe of othec

religions, may contribute to an abatement of that dignity and pride, which exalts the

fenuies of thofe countries where they are not only generally equal, but in many cafes

infinitely fuperior to their hufband*, in point of rank, fortune, and confequence.

But the cuftom of having many wive* i* not univcrfal among all the Gentoos. The
bramin* and banyans, who will hereafter be more particularly mentioned, in general con*

fine themfelves to a fingle partner, unlefs Ihe happens to prove unfruitful, a misfortune

which not only fubjeAs her to contempt, but gives her huftiand a legal pretext to abandon

her, and confole himficlf with fome younger feiiule, who bu at leaft that chance of being

nwre prolific.
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The inhabitants of IndoAan, oftvtry religion, caft, ami fcA, ire alike cautiou* in con-
ceaiing their wives and concubinet frum public viewi thofe of rank or conditiun dreaii-

ing no difhuiiour fo much at the cxpofure of this mull valuable part of their pro cay,

Amciig the common people, this caution is fomewhat Icfs ftri«^ly obfcrved, and ftill kh by

the Ucntoos than the Mahometans ^ the wives of the inferior tradcfmen and labourers bc«

ing friqucntt/ fcen in thellreet<t, bringing water from the wells and fuuataius, and per-

fwrming other domdlic ofliccs of the like kind.

fiifoic wc ilifmifs the fubjc£t of the Indian marriages, and their married lives, it will

be ncrcflaiy co notice a circumfiancc which has been mentioned by mad travellers and

writers, but which, for the honour of the f^ir-fex, we (hould be-happy to fee contradii^icJ.

According to the relations of this matter, which hitherto remain recorded ai auiheiitic,

a cuftom prevails among the nobles, or as they are called in the language of Induftau, the

naires, of having one wife 'n common to a number of men, or rather a number of wives,

(for they are by no means content with a fingle female) appropriated in common to a cer-

tain fct of huibands, the number of whom is unlimited by any legal reftriiStion, but feldont

cxcec>ls fiK or feven, though it is fumetimes extended even to double the nunibcr; and in

other rufes, according to the will of the lady, who is at liberty to ufe her owndifcrction in

the matter, confined to two, or even a Angle engagement
i
but whatever latitude die may

take in point of numbers, her choice is limited to her own particular tribe.

When, therefore, the daughter of a noble marries, the firlt huA>and provides her with a

boufeand neceflury furniture, and cohabits with her till her fancy Urays to another paramour-,

his intereft is then divided, and as the number of (harers in the lady's favours jsencreafcd,

the mode of enjoying them it n*gulaied by fonie agreement, reflridting the duration of

right in each individual, to a certain number of days, fo that each may pofl'cfs the

blefltng in equal proportions) the charge of maintaining the fair, being iu the fame man-

ner ihared by the feveral claimants. 1 he hudand In poflc flion is to leave his fcymitar at

the door, in token of his immediati- intercAj in confcquence of which iniimaiion, all (he

ether hufltands avoid the houfei but if this aflcnion uf his right it omitted, the next in

turn may enter the habitation, and profit by the other's negligence. During the continuance

of thi'fe vifitt, this communicative fair perforitii not uitly the duties o( a wife, but thofs

of a fervant alfo, preparing the food for herfc^f and her temporary Ipoufc, providing him

with clean apparel, and performing a variety of uher fcrvile und ni nial ofliccs.

If the lady proves with child, Am names the father, and fixes hiin with tlic charge of it's

maintenance and education^ the mother's care of it wxpiiing when it is able to fpcakaiid

walk. But at the parental right, in thefc uiany^fathLrrd bantlings, mufl be at befl very

doubtfully placed} they are never fuAcud to iiiberit the eila'cs of the reputed father, which

defceiidto his fifter't children, or othtr relations of the female line.

'I'ho G'-ntoo women breed at » veiy early age| at twelve years old ihcy arc frequently

lolhcrsi nor it it a very uncomtvion cafe to find them pregnant at ten, but as they roach

womanhood much (boner than the fumaUt of£uropi , fo they ccaCc to breed, and the decay

of their charmt commences .tifo at that period of life when a beauty of the wcAcrn

world is ijt the xenith of bcr power: the bloom of youth vaniihet foon after twenty, and

at
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at thirty age begins to nuke !t'» drtcftablo ravagrs^ nml the phinip, frefh, iik! lively damr,

ilegrncratci into a Aiibby, liag^ard, dull, and uiiplcafing; matron. But tint it unly to be

sndcrftood of thofc women who inhabic the plainiot ttic foutbcrit provinces ; thofe who

are either bred in the mountainous, or the mure northern parti of the empire, prcfcrve

their beauties, and continue piolific, in fomc indancei, at long at the women of Europe ^

•nd in alt, much longer than thole who are natives of ihufe parts of Iiidoflaii which are

expofcd to a greater degree of heat.

About eight or ten days after ihcrhilJ it born, it receive! the name which it it intended

to bear( andlhta ceremony i« performed by calling together a number of youth of either or

both fexet» font and daughteri to the friends and acquaintance of the parents )• by thefe

young people^ a large piece of filk or calico is extended, upon which the bramin or pried

throws a quantity of rice, and upon that places the infant, who is fhaken about with the

rice fur fome minutes) the child is then named by the father's After, or in cafe of her ab-

l^nce, by the father or mother^ and if it lives till it is two or three montht old, it is

carried to a pagoda or temple, where a mixture of (havings of fanders wood, and fome aro-

matic fpice«, is put upon it's head, which compleats the dedication of it to the Power
which tbey believe to be fuprcme.

Women after delivery are excluded from fociety for ten day«{ the touch of them during

that time would dtfile, and fur forty days they are forbid to engage in any domeftic con-

cernt, and are particularly excluded from having any concern with the preparation of food.

'i'he children are happily exempted from thofe ftri^uret and ligatures, on their limbs

and bodi't, which European infantt are condemned by the force of cuftom to endure) in

confequence of the freedom they enjoy, thefc little natives of the Eaft Hnd the ufe of their

fret much fuomr than thofe of £uro))e, and it it a fight curious, though not uncommon,
to fee thefe little pigmici, who are rather inferior in fixe to Kuropean children, running

about naked, before they are fix months old, and not only fpeaking, but converfing ind

miking compliments, at an age when the infants with tM are ** mrwling andfuking" on
the mother's lap, or in a cradle. In the few firit weeks the Indian mothers alfo ufe cradles,

not fuch at reck on the floor, but baflcctt flung to the bcami of the houfe, the motions

of which are l>ke thufe of a hrfmmock.

The bodiii of the dead are in this country difpofed of varioufly: the I'erfeet expofe

them to be devoured by birds of prey, in the manner defcribed in a furmer p.trt of (his work^

thcGcntoos r'lhcr bury their dead, or burn them with fwcct-Cccntcd wood, and the latter

method IS both more common and mure honourable.

In the former cafe, a hole is prepared in the earth, nearly in the form of a well) on
one fide a niche with a dat is hullowed out, and on this fe.-it the corpfe, in the richeft

cloaths that belonged to it, ( >nd if a female, with her jewels .ii)d other ornaments) is placed

in I fitting polture, and a plate of rice witli veflel of water arc <l-t on the fame feat: the

pit It nuwfllied up with earth, but not tiii one of the nearcit rel.itinns of the dcccaf-rl hath

defcended into the grave, and dripped the body of the valuables for,however ncceflkry they

may fuppofc the provifion of food will be, they do not fecm to appreliend the finery will

be of any u(c to the dcpai led, in the ftatc they arc fuppofed to be cntccing.

When
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When the body is to be burnt, it is carefully waflicd, and dreflfcd as for burial, and

in the evening of the fame day on which the perfon died, or at fartheft on that of the

Succeeding, it is placed on a bier, and carried by the neareft relations and friends to the

ipot intended for the performance of the ceremony, which is generally near fome water,

either river or pool, or on the fea-fhore if the death happens near the coaft. The funeral-

pile, which if the deceafed was a perfon of fortune or confequence contains a great quan-

tity of aromatic wood, is alfo prepared by his relations, who attend on the melancholy

occafton in their worft and tattered garments; which is the mourning chiefly ufed in the

eall, and is meant to fignify that the wearer is (o overwhelmed with grief, for the lofs he

has fuftained, that he is unable to pay attention to the ordinary cares of life.

By thefe relations and friends alfo, the body is placed on the pile, and the prieft or bra-

min who officiates having pronounced a form of prayers, which, however, feem to be

occaAonal, and compofed for each particular purpofe, the neareft relation fets fire to the

pile, which confifting of very dry and combuftible materials, confumes the body much
more ekpeditioufly than could be conceived, and the fragrancy of the wood prevents

the imell from being oflFenfive, though this inconvenience is fometimes felt when it be-

comes neceflary to perform this ceremony during the rainy feafon.

When thecorpfe and the whole pile are compleatly reduced to aflies, they are carefully

colle£led by a bramiii, and carried to the fea, or neareft river, or other conHderable body

of water, \7hich the bramin enters as far as is confiftent with his fafety, and fcatters the

aflies upon the furface; but thefe remains of fome of the moft wealthy, and whofe furvi-

ving friends are fuperftitious enough to fuppofe that any difpofition of the body after death

can contribute to the future happinefs of their departed friend, are depoiited in an urn,

which is clofed up with religious care, and difpatched by a bramin to the Ganges, where

it is committed to the bofom of that ftream, to which, as we have already obferved, they

attribute an extraordinary degree of holy efficacy in every ad of purification ; for it is

without doubt under the idea of purifying, that they are fo earneftly folicitous to place

their laft remains in a fituation w ere they may receive the utmoft benefit of a ceremony,

from the conftant performs; :e of which during their lives, they will not permit them-

felvs to be diverted, by any temptation, however alluring, or by any exigency, however

emergent.

But a ceremony in which the dead and the living are equally concerned, in which all

the feelings of humanity are excited, and by which every principle of the mild religion of

Chrift is awakened to pity, remains yet to be mentioned i nor can we treat of this fub-

jed without being tremblingly alive to all the fenfations of horror, which muft naturally

arife on the rcprefentation of a human facrifice, offered up at the flirine of ignorance and

idolatrous bigotry.

Our readers will readily conceive, we mean the cruel and unnatural praAice which

even yet p.evail8 in fome parts of the empire of Indoftan, of permitting wives to devote

themfelves to deftrudion upon the deaths of their hufbands; under an idea, that a volun-

tary furrender of life on fuch an occafion, will infure them a participation of thofe joys,

to which they are taught to believe their departed hufbands will be unqueftionably ad-

r itted}
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tnltted} a religious prejudice which, though crnccivrd in the grofleft error, and founded

0.1 opinions equally fallacious and abfurd, is too ftrong'jr rooted in the minds of thefe

dcluuod enthufiiifts, and too much encouraged by the teachers of the doflrines they have

learnt in their earlieft youth, to be dirpoflefll'd by the dread of fufFering, or overturned by

the foundeft arguments of reafon, enforced by all the powers of perfuafion.

Modern writers have taken much pains to obviate two very commonly received notions

rcfpeiSlfng this fatal ceremony; neither of which, acciding to their judgments, have their

foundations in truth or probability.

The firft is an ?.pprehcnfion, that this cuftom originated in an endeavour to prevent a

horrid pradlice, which had prevailed in a moft alarming degree, among the Gcntoo wo-

men, of poifoning their hufbands, on every flight occafion of jealoufy, or on any fufpicion

being conceived that he had been fated with thecharmsof his prefentwife, and was in fearcH

or purfuit of another : the other, that if a wife declines the performance of this laft fevere

a(S of duty, and negledls to give this token of her attachment to her departed hufband, (he

is degraded from her rank in the community, and lives only to infamy and contempt.

With due deference to thofe who have endeavoured to argue away the caufes of this

cuftom, and the efFefts produced by a negleft of it, we beg leave to offer their own ac-

counts of this matter, which appear to be extra£led from the moft authentic relations, as a

full and compleat refutation of thofe ojiinions, and as containing the beft proof that can hi

obtained in fuch cafes, of the probability of the firft controverted pofltion, and the truth

of the fecond.

It is contended, that this horriole facrifice could not be inftituted as a punifliment of the

Gentoo wives for the murder of their hufliands, becaufe they how offer themfelves volun-

tarify, and noae but fuch as prefent themfelves in this way can be admitted to fhare in

the glory which attends this a£l of heroifm.

Now we beg leave to remark, that fuppofing the traditidnary account to be true, no-

thing can be i.'iore probable, than that women who had any fenfe of honour, would feel

themfelves ftimulated to avoid every fliadow of fufpicion, by not only offering, but even

urging a compliance witli an inftituticn, which would give an unequivocal proof of their

purity J and thus a law, which was originally compulfive, would ofcourfe become umrtfctf-

fary, and the fubmiilion whicn was at firft enforced by violence, would naturally be made
from voluntary choice, and the remembrance of the legal injundion be loft in the willing

folicitude of the enthufiaftic devotees to reputation: and this argument, we apprehend, con-

firms the ftrong probability that the traditional accounts of the manner in which this

praftice originated, are founded in truth.

With refped to the fecond affertion, that the wife who prefers life to glory, is not de-

graded, nor the fubjedl of infamy and difgrace; the following fafts, fupported by the au-

thorities which thefe writers have admitted as unqueftionaule, will, we conceive, contra-

didl that idea, in the cleareft and moft demonftrative manner.

The Gentoo laws admitting a plurality of wives, (an indulgence of which, however, all

the profefTors of this religion do not avail themfelves) the wife who was firft taken to his

arms, has the original claim to this diftinguiihed honour} but if, after twenty-four hours

3 T confidera-
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conflderation, (he chufes to abandon it, the next in fucceflion becomes entitled to the

choice, and in cafe of her refufal, all the others, in the fame regular order, the right of

priority being always allowed a& an unqueftionable preference j and the confequence which

follows a diftnclination to this fandtified murder is, that the uncomplying widow lies un-

der ;he imputation of being deficient in honour, purity, and a due regard to the welfare,

profperity, end happinefs of her family as they are inftru£led by the bramins, from

the firft moment they are capable of liftening to argument, that this facriftce is equally

neceflary to their oWn glory, and to the dignity of their offspring; and certain it is, that

the daughters of the matron who thus makes a voluntary furrender of her exiftence, are

confidered as much more honourable and refpedlable than thofe whofe parents have de-

clined the meritorious a£l, and are not only preferred in marriage by the moft diflinguifhcd

chara^rs of their own tribe or caft, but frequently finil hufbands among thofe cafts

which are fuperior to their own, and into which they can only gain admiiSon in confe-

quence of the mother's fleady and heroic virtue.

Hence it appears, that though no legal punifhment is allotted to thofe whofe conftancy

is unequal to the tafk of carrying them through this dreadful conflid, between the diiSlates

of falfe honour, and the feelings of human nature} yet they are marked out as the fubjedls

of contempt, their children are deprived of various advantages, the ilamp of implied impu-

jrity is fixed on them, and they incur materially, if not fpecifically, all the diiadvantages

which attend infamy and difgrace.

But from whatever caufe, or under what influence foever thofe unfortunate females aA,

it is undoubtedly true, that this reputed duty is difcharged with a degree of dignity and

fortitude equally wonderful and pitiable, and that not only by thofe, who having lived

with their hufbands till love has acquired the additional force of friendfhip, might bo. ra-

tionally liippofed to prefer even deafh to fepwation, but by young and blooming beauties,

in wboifn a fyirit, which leaves in diflant inferiority the mofl celebrated heroines of an-

cieiit biilory, has not only prevailed over the natural abhorrence with which every hu-

man being approaches to difTolution, but has fupported them in a determined perfeverance

|linfl the united and pcrfuafiveefForts of relations, friends, and even childi'^ii ; and who

have pafled through the awful fcene of preparation, and the fiery trial i^felf, with fuch

firm and unfhaken conftancy, fuch undaunted refoliition, and fuch apparent fatisfadlion,

as to le*ve do«d>ts in the Chriflian fpedtators whether it would hot b more cruel to inter-

rupt than to affifl in the melancholy cataftrophe.

Not but that inftances fometimes occur, where the uiihappy viAim is deferted by her

fortitude at the dreadfu4 moment of impending fate; and difcovers, when it is too late,

that fhe has been buoyed up by a falfe refolution, founded rather on vanity than principle.

To defcribe the hqrrors of fuch a fcene under thefe circumflanccs, is as much beyond

the reach of our pen, as it is beyond the power of the pitying and uninfatuated fpedators

.to refcue the repenting fair from the lafl »£t of this deteffced tragedy; for no fooner is the

fmalleil relu^nce perceived i/f the attending bramins, and thofe bigotted enthiiftafts,

.whofe imaginations fire heated into a belief that the meafure is acceptable to the Supreme

Ohjfi^i of their worlbip, than they unite in forcing the wretched widow to afceiid the

pile
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pile prepared to put an end to he jxiftence, where flie is held down with long poles and

other inftruments till the flames reach her, her cries being in the mean time drowned by

the founds of the loudeft muflc that can be piocured, and the acclamations of the furround-

ing favage and unpitying multitude.

Bat as a minute accrunt of a ceremony which has fo much engaged the attention of £u>
ropeans will be expeAed, we fliall extradt it from the works of a gentleman, whofe perfonal

fufFerings in a part of this empire, and the ingenious productions of his pen, have made

him known and refpeAed in the literary and political world, and who defcribes with equal

elegance and accuracy this afFedling ad of miftaken zeal, from a folemn performance of it,

at which he was himfelf prefcat» at Coffimbuzar, a faSLory belonging to the £nglilh Eaft-

India Company.

At five of the clock on the morning of the 4th of February, 1742-3, died Rhaam
Chund, Pundit, of the Mahahrattor tribe, aged twenty-eight years: his widow (for he

had but one wife) aged between feventeen and eighteen, as foon as he expired, difdain-

ing to wait the term allowed her for refledion, immediately declared to the bramins and

witncfles prefent her refolution to burn } as the family was of no fmall confideration, all

the merchants of Coffimbuzar, and her relations, left no arguments unefiayed to difluade

her from it. The lady of the Englifh chief, with the tendered humanity, fent her feveral

meflages to the famepurpofe; tl^e infant ftate of her children (two girls and a boy, the

elded not four years of age} and the terrors and pain of the death ihe fought* were painted

to her in the moft li -^ly colouring} fhe was deaf to all: ihe gratefully thanked the lady;

.

and fent her wnrd, fhe ad now nothing to live for, but recommended her children to her

protection. When the i rments of burning were urged in ttrrortm to her, (he with a re-

folved and calm countenance put her finger into the fire, and held it there a cpnfiderable

time; fhe then with one hand put fire in the palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe on it,- and

fumii^ated the bramins. The confideration of her children, left deflitute of a parent, was

again urged to her: fhe replied. He that made them would take care of them. She was
at lail given to underftand, fhe fhould not le permitted to burn : this, for a fhort fpace, feemed

to give her deep afflidtion; but foon recoUedting herfelf, fhe told them death was in her

power, and that if fhe was not allowed to burn according to the principles of her cafi, fhe

would flarve herfelf. Her /riends, finding her thus peremptory and refolved, were obliged at

laft to aflent.

The body Of the deceafed vras carried down to the water-fide early the following morn-

ing; the widow followed about ten o'clock, accompanied by three very principal bramins,

her children, parents, and relations, and a numerous concourfe of people. The order of

leave for her burning did not arrive from HolTeyn Kiian, Fouzdaar of Morfhadabad un-

til after on:; and it was then brought by one of the foubah's own officers, who had orders

to fee that fhe burnt voluntarily The time they waited for the order was employed in

praying with the bramins^ ^nd wafhing in the Ganges; as foon as it arrived, fhe retired and

flayed for the fpace of half an hour, in the midfl" of her female relations, amongft whom
was her mother ; (he then divcfted herfelf of her bracelets and other ornaments, and tied

them in a cloth, which hung like an apron before her, and was conduced by her fe-

male relations to one corner of the pile; on the pile was an arched arbour, formed of dry

ftickp,
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fticks, boughs, and leaves, open only at one end to admit her entrance; in this the body

of the dfceafcd was dcpofitcd, his Iwad ?.c the end oppofite to the opening. At the corner

of the pile to which (he had been condudted, the bramins had made a fmall fire, round

which fhe and the three bramins fat for fome minutes; or ; of them gave into her hand a leaf

of the bale tree (the wood commonly confecrated to form part of the funeral-pile) with fun-

dry things on it, which fhe threw into the fire; one of the otiiers gave her a fecond leaf,

which flie held over the flame, whilft he dropped three times fome ghee on it, which melt-

ed and fell into the fire, (thefe two operations were preparatory fymbols of her approach-

inj di^Tolutio- by fire;) and whilll they were performing this, the third bramin read to her

fome portions of the Aughtorrah Bhadc (a religious code of laws and precepts) and afked

her fome qutftions, to which (he anfwered with a fteady and ferene countenance; but the

noife was fo great, that the fpedators could not underftand what fhe faid, although fome

of them flood within a yard of her. Thefe over, flie was led with great folemnity three

times round the pile, the bramins reading before her; when (he came the third tin»e to the

fmall fire, (he (topped, took her rings off her toes and fingers, and put them to her other

ornaments: here (he took a folemn majeftic leave of her children, parents, and relations;

after which, one of the bramins dipped a large wick of cotton in fome ghee, gave it

ready lighted into her hand, and led her to the open fide of the arbour, where all the bramins

fell at her feet; after (he had ble(red them, they retired weeping. By two fteps (he afcended

the pile, and entered the arbour; on her entrance, (he made a profound reverence at the feet

of the deceafed, and advanced and feated herfelf by his head, (he looked in filent meditation

on his face for the fpace of a minute, then fet fire to the arbour in three places. Obferving

that (he had fet fire to the leeward, and that the flames blew from her, and inftantly feeing

her error, (he rofe and fet fire to windward, and refumed her (lation. An Engli(h officer

with bis cane feparated the grafs and leaves on the windward fide, by which means the

fpedtators had a more Hiftin£t vievir of her ?.s fhe fat: with what a degree of dignity and

undaunted countenance (he fet fire to the pile the laft time, and afliumed her feat, can only

be conceived, for words cannot convey a juft idea of her. The pile being of combufliblc

matters, the fupporters of the roof were prefently confumed, and it tumbled upon her.

Nor is this facrifice only performed in the firft phrenzy of grief, or from the unwcighed

impulfes of vanity; inftances have occurred, in which Gentoo women, whofe hufbands

have died in foreign countries, and under governments which would not admit of the per-

petration of this horrid a£t of felf cruelty; have left their habitations and families, and re-

tired into thofe parts of the empire of Indoftan, where the pradlice of it has been tolerated,

and there have fubmitted to this worft of deaths, to enfureto their families the honours and

advantages which attend it, and which have been already defcribed, and to themfclves the

accomplifhment of a promife contained in their facred writings, and which is frequently

inculcated by the bramins, that the woman who burns with the corpfe of her hufband,

(hall enterwith him into the enjoyment of everlafting blifs.

Others have carried the determination of o(Fering themfelves up at the (hrines of departed

hufbands even ftill farther; and having furvived till their children have attained thofe ages

in which they are fuppofed capable of providing for themfelves, and regulating their own

conduct,



I N D O S T A N. 26

1

conJuft, have even then folemnly demanded permiflion to devote themfelves to the fame

death, under a declaration, that having performed the maternal duties, the conjugal ones

claimed this facrifice, from which no arguments have been perfuafive enough to deter

them, but at many years diftance from the deaths of their hu(bands, they have mounted the

pile not only voluntarily and che;irfully, but have expreflcd the mod cnthuftaftic fatisfntfbion

on finding themfelves at liberty to follow the dictates of inclination, in this defperate at-

tempt to rejoin their departed lords.

But it muft not be underftood that this is a general cu.lom, or that it is even frequently

pra6^ifed} among the lower ranks it is wholly unknown, and it is but rareiy that thofe in

more exalted ftations, are induced by love, vanity, or fuperftition, to claim the fatal privi-

lege ; it has happily loft ground by degrees from the Mogul conqueft of Indoftan, and the

modern inftances are only frequent enough to give us reafon to lament that it is not yet to-

tally abolilhcd.

Such are the wretched confequences of ignorance, cnthufiafm, and bigotry; the extreme

of all which could alone infinuate, that fuch facrifices can be acceptable to that Being,

who having in his hands the iflues of life and death, and having of his bounty beftowed

the former, and appointed the hour of the latter, cannot, without offence, perceive his

power ufurped by the unhallowed doctrines of de.lgning priefts, and deluded wretches

forced into his Divine Prefence,on pretences equally inconftftent with Infinite Mercy, and

inconfonant to Supreme Wifdom.

But whilft we lament over the grofs abfurdities which mark the religious conduct of

thofe who have never enjoyed the light of the gofpel, nor have been blefled with oppor-

tunities of profiting by thofe precepts which have enjoined an implicit fubmiffion to the

Divine <iecrecs, and taught us, that, *' the Everlajling hathfix'd his canon 'gainjlfelf-murder"

we cannot avoid turning our eyes towards the bigots of the Chriflian faith; who, with

equal cruelty facrifice youth, beauty, and virtue, to a doyfter; cut off from the fair face of

day the moft amiable of God's creatures; rob mankind of the bleflings intended for them

by Heaven; and with unrelenting and remorfelefs barbarity, condemn to a punifliment

much worfe than death, fpotlefs youth, and unoffending innocence. When we tremble

with horror at the Gentoo woman, infatuated by the arts of prieflcraft, and fetting fire to

the pile which is to confume her ; let us compare this facrifice with that of the blooming

fair, who adling under the fame influence, feals her everlafting fate, by pronouncing vows

of auflerity and feclufion from the world; and, upon a fair and candid examination, we fhall

be ready to allow, that if we have been more affedied with regret at the one ceremony than

at the other, it has only been occafionedby the natural antipathy againft death, which forms

a part of the human conflitution, and not by any real difference in the fates of the unfor-

tunate and deluded adlors in either of thefe tragedies of woe

!

Among a people naturally indolent and effeminate, and in a climate where the cxcef&ve

heats arc a better excufe for inadtivity, than can be offered in more northern climes; it.

may eafily be conceived that few exercifes are known or pra6lil.;d, which arc inconfiftcnt

with that prevalent fpirit of indulgence, which liot only reigns univerfally among the na-

3 U tivcs,
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tlves, but even feizcs Europeans on their arrival in this land of enervate relaxation, and in-

volves them in the general and unmanly prr.pcnfity to iJlencfs and inTipidity.

Dancing we have already obferved to be- confined to mercenaries, in this country; no

youths and laflcs join in fprightly motions, infpiring and receiving delight, hut rhis pleaf-

ing and invigorating cxercifc is a labour performed for hire, to pkafe the vitiated eyes,

and gratify the luxurious and depraved tafles, of fpc(Stators whofe very paflluns arc at lb

low an ebb, that they require to be raifed by wanton reprefentations, and the powers of

indecent a(5tions.

To the fports of the field they are flill kfs difpofcd; the game they could purfue would

be the wild and ferocious bealb of the forefl, and thefe afford but little temptation to

incur the dangers which mufl be encountered, and the fatigue which mu^ necefTarily be

endured, in a climate where theintenfc heat will fcarcely admit the common and necefiary

motions which are required in the performance of the ordinary bufmefs of life.

Inftead, then, of the athletic exercifes and diverflons, which employ the unimportant

hours of an European, and fill up his recefTes from labour or ftudy, the Indian chief re-

tires to his haram, and with his wives or concubines, indulges himfelf in thofe voluptuous

enjoyments to which climate, habit, and conftitution, impel him, nor entertains a wifh

to engage in more aftive fcenes of pleafure.

But we muft not omit to mention one confiderable article of eaftern exercife and amufe-

ment, and this is the procefs of the bagnio, a luxury not confined to the Mahometan,

but of which the Gentoo frequently partakes, and which has been already very particularly

defcribed in our accounts of Afian Turky; nor can it be doubted, but in warm countries,

frequent waihings are necefTary to decent cleanlinefsj and that the exercife of chafing, rub-

bing, twifHng, and ftretching the bodies and joints, muft contribute to health, by fupplying

the place of other exercife, and exciting a brifker circulation of the blood, which is apt to

grow languid, and creep tl. ihe veins with too flow a pace to perform all the offices

necefTary to the prefervatio' 'e, in a ftate of unimpaired and unflackened vigour.

And fkilled in this bufintfs as the attendants of thefe places of public refortare, in the

countries where we have already noticed this prai^ice, thofe of this country are faid to

excel them confiderably in the dexterous management of the human body, which they

carry to fuch an extreme, as to produce fenfations fo exquifltely pleaflng, that they lull

the fpirits to a flate of infenfibility, or elevate them to a pitch of foft delirium. Nor is

this operation of champing, as it is commonly called, only pra£lifed after bathing; thofe

who do not go through that part of the ceremony, very often enjoy this, and are kneaded,

moulded, and tumbled about, for the purpofes of immediate pleafure, and confequcntial

invigoration.

The modes of conveyance from place to place, about a town and it's environs, are nearly

the fame as thofe which are calculated for making journies from one part of the empire to

another. Palanquins and hackrees, fupply both occafions for thofe who are able to afford

the expence attending the ufe of thefe machines : the lower clafles, in general, travel on

foot, horfes being extravagantly dearj and* as the;y are imported from Arabia and Perfia,

are
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ire chiefly In the hinds of the Mahometan natives; and camels being Icfs calciilatal for the

foft and miry roads of Indoflarv, than for the burning fands of the Arabian def.irt"!. Ele-

phants are but of little ufe in making jnurniesj they arc, in general, dedicated to the pur-

pofts of war, in which thej are appropriated to the reigning princes of the country, and

their families and principal officers: however, in the province of Bengal, chaifes art much

ir> ufe, even among the Gcntoos, and ihcy have alfo horfe's for the faddle.

The palanqui'n is conftrufted in the form of abedftead, with low feet, it is furnlfhcd witK

a mattrafs, bolfters, and pillows, and covered by a canopy fpread over hoops of bamboo,

which arc trained to this figure as ihcy grow, and are more or Icfs coftly as they are perfeA

in it} the canopy is cither of fine cotton, or filk, embroidered or plain; and, according to

the rank of the owner, ornamented or not, with taffels or fringes of gold or rilver,4ind the

feet and wood-work adorned with carvings of beafts and other embellifliments, or perfectly

plain, according to the convenience or inclination of thofe who are to occupy them. The
like dlflFerence alfo prevails in the poles, by which thefe machines are to be carried on the

flioulders of four or fix chairmen, or (as they are more commonly called in this country)

cooleys; the extremities of fome of thefe poles being covered with different rnetals, worked

into various forms and figures, and others being quite plain : thofe of perfoii^ f high rank

arediftingttiihed by tyger'sheadsat the extremities; but this is abadge of confeque:ic«i, which

inferior perfons dare not afltime, though it is commonly taken by the chief: :)f che Englifh

fettlements, who at leaft vie with fovereign priilces in apparent dignity.

Under this canopy, either fupported in a fitting pofture by cufhions and bolfters, or re--

dining at length, the cfiiefof Indoftan indulges his native indolence; and whilft the wretch-

ed flaves, who fupport this unworthy burden, totter under it's weight, he cither amufcs

himfelf in excha.iging compliments with fuch of his acquaintance as he happens to meet,

or dropping his curtains, finks into flumbers, unmindful of thofe whogroan under the into-

lerable and difgraceful load.

Nor have the European fettlcrs in thefe climes of general enervation, neglet^ed to refine .

on the luxuries of the natives ; to render the modes of indulgence more confident with their

own ideas of cafe ^ind convenience, indead of beds, they have, in many inftances, fubftituted

platforms, on which arm-chairs are placed, and on thofe, like monarchs on their thrones,

they fit in confcious fuperiority under canopies of ftate, and *' look difdain on littlefolks

" below" and others have almoft reduced the palanquin to the figure of anEngliOi fedan,

from which it only difllcrs in the bamboo hoops for the canopy. In different parts of In-

doftan, they have various contrivances for preventing the palanquin from being penetrated

by the rain in the wet feafons; in feme provinces this is effected by a temporary thatch,

compofed of the leaves of fome tree of light and txpanfive foliage, which is lined with fillc

or calico, and may be removed and replaced at pleaiurc ; and in others, but lefs efFe^ually,

by a covering of oiled or painted cloth or canvas.

When the ladies of the Mahometan inhabitants go to the baths, or on vifits in palan-

quins, they are eflTeAually concealed from view, by a netting of filk of different colours,

which is fpread over the canopy, drops at the fides, and covers every part of the machine;
fo that they can enjoy the benefits of the air and obfervation, without having their own de-

licacy
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licacy wounded, or the jealoufy of their lords excited by the impertinent intrufion of vul-

gar eyes. Where the Mahometans reign abfolute mafters by right of conqueft, they fre-

quently limit the ufe of palanquins among the Gentoos to the days on which marriages

are celebrated, on which occafions the > are permitted to enjoy this, among other veftigcs of

their ancient freedom.

They have alfo other vehicles of conveyance, but thcfe are of an inferior order j anionic

them are andolas, the covering oc canopy of which being flat and not arched, thofu who

occupy them are conftrained '.o lie at length, the height not permitting them to ufe afittiiir

pofture: the doolies are ftill more mean and inconvenient than the andolas, and are only

ufed by the very lower forts of people, in cafes of ficknefs or accident.

The hackrees are in the nature of hackney-coaches ; and, like them, are le,t to the public

for hire. They are drawn by oxen, feme of which, and particularly thofc of the fmaller

fizes, sg-e nearly as fleet 9s ordinary horfes ; and thefe beads, under proper care, arc as ileek.

and fmooth as the beft ordered coach horfes, and being frequently milk white in the pro-

vinces of Surat, Guzerat, and Cambaye, where they are principally ufed, and where they

arc of conflderable fize, have their horns coloured of a (hining black, which contrading

the fnowy whitenefs of their (kins, has a very pleating effeSt. Some of thefe beads have

bells hung about their necks like the team-horfes in England; but as thefe are by no means

harmonious, they are dreadfully difagreeable to an European traveller. The vehicle itl'clf

is a kind of covered cart, having a canopy and back, but open at the other three fides j they

are alfo provided with a mattrafsand holders, and are calculated to contain two palTcngcrs

fitting crofs-legged, according to the eaftern fafhion; but futh of thefe machines as are in-

tended for the conveyance of females, are furniflied with curtains or blinds, fitted to the

fides ufually open, and as thefe obflru£iions to curiofity are compofed of large leaves of the

palm or brab-tree, loofely fown together, or of a kind of hollow cloth, woven of the fibres

of the cocoa-nut, they are efFe£lually fecluded from the view, though they are not deprived

of the benefit of air, fo effentiaily necelTary in this warm climate. The drivers of ihefe

hackrees are feated on the fhafts, and are equipped with long flicks, inflead of whips, cither

pointed, or furnifhed with a fharp iron, by way of goad.

The roads are as nature has formed them, in a foil light, loofe, and in fome places fandy

;

and the accommodations for travellers differ very widely from thofe which are to be met

with in Europe, and particularly in Great Britain. At certain flated diftances, which feldom

exceed three or four leagues, caravanferas, or as they are called here choultcries, are pro-

vided, for the moft part, as in other eaftern countries, from the benevolence of the humane

and charitable among the affluent inhabitants; but thefe places furnifh no provifions or

other convcniencies, except water jthat fituation being generally chofen for the eredtion of

thefe receptacles of the weary, which afford plenty of this indifpenfibly necefTary fluid.

The traveller muft either carry with him food, ami utenfils for drefling it, or they may, in

general, be purchafed at fome adjacent village on very moderate terms; but, at any rate, a

cook muft be found among his attendants, who muft prepare his food in one room, whilll

he refrefhes himfelf with fleep on his own mattrafs or carpets in the other; thefe buildings

feldom containing more than two apartments, and thofe wholly unfurniflicd. Tlie ufua'.

method
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method is to dlfpatch the perfons beft qualified tg perform this office, to precede the tra-

veller, and gather together the feveral articles for his meal, as well as fuel to drcfs it, which

mud generally be picked up by the road fide ; and as moft of their difhes are compofed of

Aewed or boiled meats, a fmall quantity of fire wood anfwers the purpofes of this occaftonal

kitchen.

The common method of making even long journies, by perfunsof rank or fortune, is in

the palanquin. On thefe occafions it isufual to hire an additional number of cooleys, be-

fides thofe retained in the traveller's ordinary fervice, four of thefe being employed at a

timCj and relieved at the diflance of three or four miles during the whole journey; and in

this way they will pufh on at the rate of four or five miles an hour, more or lefs, according

to the frequency of the changes, and the numbers of perfons employed in this bufinefs. It:

is alfo cuftomary to have another fet of men armed with firelocks, and other weapons, to

precede and accompany the palanquin, to protect it from the attacks of firutcor human fa-

vages ; the latter, however, are generally much more dreaded than the former, and to avoid:

their depredations, long journies are frequently performed in caravans, more efpecially when'

goods ormerchandife are to be tranfportcd : and in thefe cafes, the beafts of burden, vyhich

are either camels, afTes, or oxen, according to the different provinces from which the jour-

ney commences, are placed in the midfV, and the proprietors, the drivers and their atten-

dants, form a guard on all fides, to defend their property from robber', and prevent the fe*

paration or lagging of any of the loaded beafts.

But thefe caravans are totally ftopped by the rainy feafons, during which the roads are

fo deep, that it is impoflible for beafts of burden to make their way through them ; violent

torrents alfo frequently defcend impetuoully from the mountains, and impede the progrefs

of thofe who travel in palanquins. The lower fort of people, howeyer, who make their

journies on foot, do not fufter them to be interrupted by fuch accidents; they are expert

fwimmers, and not only convey themfelves ove.- fticams and rivers with eafe and fafety,

but two of them will undertake to carry over any third perfon who happens to be unac-

quainted with this ufeful art; a tafk which they perform with little fatigue to themfelves,

and without the fmallcft rifque or danger to the perfon fo tranfportcd.

The manner of conveying letters, mclTages, and other intelligence, is fimilar to that

ufed in Pcrfia, and other parts of Afia; mefTengers muft be employed on purpofe, who
travel long journies with aftonifhing expedition, and are extremely moderate in their de-

mands of rewards for thofe fervices ; but it does not appear that couriers are entertained

in the houfcs of the chiefs of this country, as in Perfia, or that any particular tribe or fet

of families are devoted to this employment.

The languages of Indoftan are various, but may be all included under three general

heads: the vulgar or common language, the court or polite language, and the learned or

claflical language.

The firft is compofed of an original language, called the Shanfcrit, intermixed with a

number of words, and even phrafes, from the Pcifian and Arabic: this is univcrfally fpokcn

throughout the empire '>f Indoftan, and is the current language of the country ; but dif-

ferent dialeds and accnts prevail in the various provinces, and that in fonie inftances to

3 X fo
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(o great a degree, as to render it difficult for the inhabitants oF one dlftri£^ to ^onverfe witii.

thofe ot even the next adjoining ; a circumftance which will by no means appear to be ex-

traordinary, when we refled that not only diale£ls, but even languages, fo totally change

within a few miles in many parts of Europe, that it is no uncommon cafe, both in the low

countries and on the confines of Italy, for perfons of three or four nations to meet at the

fame market, each fpcaking in his own tongue, and perfe6tly unintelligible to each other:

ibme, however, of the provinces of Indoftan, pronounce this common language in muclv

greater purity than others, and the province of Agra is faid to excel in this particular.

The language of the polite circles is the Perfian, which indeed prevails in moftof the

courts of the Eaft, as the French does in thofe of Europe; no perfon is qualified to hold an

office of confequence who is not perfectly acquainted with it, as the advantage of ufing it

Is not merely confined to a compliance with fafliion and cuftom, but enables the great to

hold converfations with each other without reflraint, before thofe with whom k might be

neither prudent or fafe io'intruft fecrets of ftate. Hiftories of the wifefl nations of the

world have furnifhcd us with accounts of the precautions taken on this head, to which-

have been attributed, and perhaps with great judice, the dignity, fplendor, and confequence

they have acquired. To a total difregard of this falutary feal upon the deliberations which

concern the ftate, may moft probably with equal truth be afcribed the declenilon of great

and powerful empires, whofe fates have apparently been determined by reports fpreading

about the world of divided opinions, and difunited councils, which have invited envious

neighbours or natural enemies, to avail themfelves of the weaknefs unavoidably produced

by fuch internal divifions, to humble the pride, diminifli the grandeur, and lefien the pof>

feffions of ftates, which whilft they were at unity among themfelves^ had braved their at'

tacks, anddefpifed their menaces.

The learned,, or if we may be allowed the term, theclaffical language of Indoftan, is

Arabic: here, as well as in Perfia, their records, and few books are preferved in this lan-

guage. Among the latter, they are faid to have fome portions of the Pentateuch, and other

parts of the Old Tcftament; and if this be true, it might probably lead to fome difcoveries

of great importance, as the acquifition of thefe writings, can only be accounted for, by fup-

pofing them to have accompanied fome of the ten tribes of Ifrael, who, after their capti-

vity, m>ght hr:. been fo fcattered,^ as that a part of them might fettle in the empire of

Indoflar , -ronjefture which feems to be firengthened by reports, which however re-

tnaii'i w i^utiienticated, that fome of the more remote internal parts of It are ftill inhabited

by a race apparently derived from the once favoured people of Heaven, of whofe laws, cuf-

toms, religion, and even language, evident traces are faid ftill to remain. We cannot but

lament that no enquiry under proper authority has ever yet been fet on foot, to inveftigate

the truth of thefe often repeated rumours, and to open fo rich a mine of materials, as might

probably remove many hiftorical and chronological doubts, and extend the knowledge of

events to thofe dark ages which are at prefentenvelO):H in clouds of impenetrable obfcurityf

The natives of Indoftan, (we muft be underftood to fpeak of the Mahometan natives)

have alfo fome other writings in Arabic, all in manufcript, the art of printing having

never yet reached them; but thefe fecm to have been borrowed from their neighbours

:

thofe
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thofe of moft value are ihc worries of Aviccnna the pliyfuian, which feeiij to have been

communicated to almoft every part of the Eaft where the Arabic language is known, anfl

fome books of Ariftotle} they have alfo fome religious writings, and foine modern books

of jurifprudence, which will be noticed in their proper places; and a hiftory of their own

country, which does not bear the marks of great antiquity, and is a poetic jargon of doubt-

ful facts, fabulous tales, and fanti^Ilic religious ideas, jumbled together without form or

fyftem, and evidently interpolated by the bramins, who have from time to time recorded

in this way a£is of heroeswho never exifled, and hiftoriesof adventures which neverhappencd.

Among the languages of Indoftan, it is unneceflary to enumerate thofe of Europe, al-

moft every one of which have now found their way into this extenfive country j and many

of them have been acquired by the natives themfelves, who, if they were not oppreficd by

an indolence, the phyfical caufes of which we have endeavoured to explain, have abilities

which might enable them to refcue their country from the reproach of ignorance, and

place them on a level with fome of the more enlightened but lefs enervated nations o^

Europe : nor need we remark^ that on fome parts of the coaft a mixed language com-

pounded of the native tongue and Portugueze, prevails in a very confiderable degree, and is

become the language of commerce, and the lingua Franca of thefe parts of the empire.

Thofe who write the common language of the country, carry their lines from the left-

hand to the right, but generally in a flanting direAion; if they write on the leaves of the

palm or cocoa tree, they ufe a ftyle or pointed inftrument of iron, to mark or engrave the

characters: but fome of the provinces are furniflied with a very fmooth and fliining paper;

this they infcribe with a reed, the calamus of the ancients, and which is not much larger

than an ordinary pen ; and they have ink of feveral colours for different purpofes. When
they addrefs a great man, the paper is richly ornamented, and fometimes the whole furface

of it is covered with gilding, and on this the letters are traced either in black, or fome

more brilliant colour. They have no notion of turning over or filling more fldes than one

of their paper, but proportion the fize of the paper to the quantity of matter it is to con-

tain, if one flieet does not appear to be capacious enough, they tack another to it in length,

and fo continue to add till the work is compleat. If they fend letters of importance to

diftant provinces with orders or diredtions of ftate, they are rolled up and thruft into the

hollow of a bamboo, which being clofed at the ends, effeftually fccures the manufcript

from injury, and conceals it's contents. The feals, or (as they are more commonly called)

chops, ufed on thefe occafions, are of gold, filver, or ftone, and generally bear either the

impreffions of their initials, or their whole names or titles at length : thofe difiindions of

families and honours, which are marked by coats armorial, are wholly unknown to the na-

tive inhabitants of Indoftan.

Both the Gentoosand Mahometans mark their feafons by the fun's entry into different

figns; the commencement ofthe year, with the former,is the firft of March, and with thelatter

the tenth, the aftronomers of the different religions differing fo much in fixing the time

when the fun enters Aries: and this mode of commencing their annual calculations, fecms
the more extraordinary, as their yearconfifts c' thirteen moons, and it might be naturally

expeded to begin with the firft new appearance of that planCt, after fome ftated period.

The
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The day is divided into four equal parts, and the night into a like number, but each

oV thefe portions is again fubdivided into eight lefler parts, and inftead of hours and

minutes, the grand diviftons are called pahn, and the (horter fpaces gurrees: nor have they

any other method (except by the clocks and watches imported from Europe) of meafuring

the fucceffions of time, but by water veflTels fo conftrudled as to fuffer a certain quantity

of water to run out in a given period, a mode of reckoning which appears from various ac-

counts to be of great antiquity. In thofe interior parts of the empire, where they have no

intercourfe with Europeans, an officer is ftill appointed to conduct this buflnefs, and to

proclaim the revolutions of the pahrs and gurrees, by certain regular ftrokes of a hammer,

on a veflel of copper or other metal, {Provided for that purpofe : and, indeed, where tiie ap-

pearance and abfenceof the fun divides the natural day into two equal parts, the divifions

and calculations of time are neither attended with much difficulty, nor can be eafily

miftaken.

The learned among the Indians, who are generally the religious, both among the Gen-

toos and Mahometans, have preferved fome tables, the productions of their more fcientific

predecefTors, from which they are enabled to calculate eclipfes, though with no very great

degree of precifion, as they are unacquainted with the principles on which thefe tables have

been formed. They cOnGder eclipfes as denoting fome very extrjiordinary celeftial event,

and fuppofe that on the particular days when thefe figns appear, the Supreme Being is more

than ufually attentive to the wants of mankind, and particularly difpofed to grant a fa-

vourable reception to their petitions; on this account they dedicate them to a6ts of devo-

tion and purification, and redouble their ufual wafhings to procure the pardon of Heaven

for their offences, which they fuppofe will be granted to this uncommon exertion of piety.

They have names for the twelve figns of the zodiac, the fignifications of which very

nearly correfpond with thofe in ufe among the Europeans; yet they are utterly ignorant of

the planetary fyftem, concerning which they have the moft abfurd and heterodox ideas:

they place the moon at a greater diflance from the earth than the fun, and conceive that

the lafl mentioned luminary afcends and defcends literally, retiring at night behind thofe

high lands, which bound their profpedts.

But in conmon wiih other inhabitants of the Eafl, they are devoted to that fpecies of

pretended aftrnlogy, which unuertakes to pry into futurity, and foretel events which arc

yet in the impenetrable womb of time; and this ridiculous fuperllition is perhaps more

prevalent in this country., than in any other even in Afia; pervading all ranks, orders, and

conditi-ns of men; (o that the prince fufpends his m^rch, or his journey, till his fafety

and fucccfs arc cnfured by the prcdidtions of thefe dealers in deftiny ; nor will the peafant

fet his plough into the earth, or his fickle into his corn, until the lucky hour ismariced out,

in which the work may commence with a certainty of a favourable (ky, and a kindly fia-

fon; and to render it more cafy toconfult the ftars on all occafions, the bramins have in-

vented a Icind of almanack, or calendar, in which the fortunate days are diftinguiftied from

the unfortunate, with great care and precifion
J
a code of knowledge in which their difci-

ples have the moft implicit faith, and obey it's diredtions in all their concerns, with the

mofl risjiJ and fuperllitious obfervance.

Of
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Of anatomy and phyfic, the natives of Tndoftan are almod totally ignorant, yet they ap-

ply a variety of plants and herbs with great fuccefs in the few difoiders which they are

able to defcribe by certain invariable fymptoms. Among thefc is the mordechin, a difeafe

with which the inhabitants of the Malabar coaft are frequently attacked, and which feems

to be one of thofc fevers which are frequent in, all warm climates, and is known by va-

rious names in the different parts of the world where it prevails; it is the yellow, black,

and bilious fever of the Weft-Indies; and the Bengal, marfli fever, and mordechin, of the

Eaft-Indies; for though the appearances often difagree, yet fome one circumftance in ge-

neral occurs to point out that they are of the fame clafs. For this fever, the Indian phy-

ficians, who arc unacquainted with the finapifms and warm cataplafms of European prac-

tice, prefcribe the a£tual cautery to be applied to the foles of the feet; a remedy which,

however violent, fometimes produces happy effefts.

Fluxes, and particularly thofe which are accompanied with difcharges of blood, are

diforders to which the inhabitants of the flat parts of Indoftaii are peculiarly liable; and

for the cure of them nr Hrugs are compo' nded, no potions are adminiftered, no ope-

rations are performed ; abftinence is depen ed on for the cure, but not abftinence from

proper nourifliment, the patient is only required to refrain from animal food and fpices,

and confine himfelf to a diet of rice boiled dry, and a drink of water, in which a very fmall

quantity of caflia or cinnamon hath been infufed: and this regimen, they affirm, is in moll

cafes efficacious; the former part of it abfoibing the acrimonious humours which prey on

the inteftines, and the corrofivc quality of which brings on pains and confequent inflam-

mation, and the latter correcting and gently warming the ftomach and bowels, expelling

A'ind, and fupporting the ftrength of the patient, that he may be enabled to combat the

difeafe, which they do not pretend to conquer at once, but reduce it by this flow, though,

as they alTert, certain procefs.

But it is not all diforders that they aflFeiSl to cure bv regimen; they ufe charms for the

removal of many, indeed moft complaints, but they do not omit to add to their incanta-

tions, fuch medicines as their fkill fuggefts; for however they may chufe to deceive the

vulgar, they are not themfelves fo ignorant or abfurd, as to expetSl obftinate difeafes to

yield to myftic words, or papers folded in particular forms, and hung about the neck,

the common methods in which thefe miraculous efforts are exhibited.

For the bites of venomous reptiles, thefe charms are infallibly propofed, but then they

add to them the powers of mufic, and prevent the patient from fleeping, by compelling

him to join in the dance, or fome other violent exercife. The fnake-ftone is alfo applied

on thefe occafions, though perhaps to as little purpofe as the charm; for it is a compofition

of the afhes made by burning the roots of certain vegetables, and a particular earth,

v,'hich is pretended to be found only on one fingle fpot in the empire; thefe materials are

formed into an artificial floneof a flattifh figure, with a fmall protuberance in the middle,

and of the colour which fuch a compofition of earth and afhes may be fuppofed to produce.

Many ext a. binary ftories are related of this fnake-ftone, all of them moft probably with-

out the leaft foundation: among others, it is pretended, that if this ftone is applied to che

j
3 Y part
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part where the bite or fting hath been inflified, it adheres to the wound, from which i(

extracts the poifon* at Icaft fu much of it as this porous body can contain, and when it is

fully faturated, drops offj in which ftate it i*; immerfed in milk, which purging it of the

venomous matter, it refumes the fame qualities, and is Ht to be employed again in the

fame fervice. The internal ufe of this fnake-root is alfo recommended, not only in cafes

of poifon, but in malignant and pedilen'tial fevers; but all the reputed virtues of this once

celebrated medicine, are now much doubted.

But however deficient the Gentoo phyficians may be in their knowledge of the arts of

healing, they are faid to poflefs lome fecrets in the medical way, well worthy !ie attention

of Europeans. The Aflatics are almoft univerfally acquainted with the praiStice of inocu-

lation, but to this the natives of Indoftan alfo add a very confiderable improvement; they

have among them fome preparation by which the mothers eiFedtually prevent any marks

or even traces of the fmall pox in their children; this prefervative is fuppofed tO' be a falve

compofed of certain herbs of the country, and a particular kind of oil, moft probably ex-

tradted from fome other vegetables; this is laid over the puftules as foon as they begin to

turn black, and in confequence of it the whole fcab falls off, and leaves the fkin beneath

fmooth, and perfeftly free from; impreffion. It is aftonifhing that a fecret of fuch impor-

tance fhould be fo buried in the bofoms of thefe Indian matrons, that no means can be

found of inducing them to impart it: and yet this muft probably be the cafe, as it is

hardly credible, that,among the numbers of learned and ingenious medical men who have

vifited Indoftan, no one fhould have been found, curious and attentive enough to thecaufe

of beauty, to procure at any trouble and expence, the poiTeifion of fuch an invaluable

treafure.

I'hey have alfo a chirurgical procefs wholly unknown in Europe, but which is affirmed

to be produiSlive of the happieft efFedls. When any perfon, either from a fall or other

accident, received any confiderable bruife or contuflon, he is immediately ftripped to the

fkin, and fome of the attendants, in general women, who are accuftomed to the builnefs,

proce,ed to rub and chafe very gently, the contufed part with the palms of their hands, and

by degrees extend the operation from the feat of the injury, over the whole body; and

this they conceive brings back the extravafated blood to it's liquid ftate, and prepares it

for abforption; by this means avoiding the danger of tumours and abfcefTes, and the

rifquc of gangrene and mortification.

In other fciencesthey are equally unfkiHed, their educations are narrow, confined, and

abfurd; tending much more to qualify them for the mean tricks and fubterfuges of trade,

than for general knowledge, and liberal employments.

Nor do their habits of life lead them to the acquirement of knowledge, or to the improve-

ment of their underftandings; they have few books, and thofe only in manufcript, and

even the art of writing is confined in general to thofe who make a trade of their proficiency

in it, a few only of the very firft claflcs being accomplifhed enough to be tolerable maflers

of the pen. But their deficiency in literature is in fome meafure compenfated by their fkill

in trade; to this they are from their earliefl youth devoted, and it is no uncommon cafe to fee

young merchants often or a dozen years old, making bargains to purchafe or fell commo-

dities
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dities of great value, with all the judgment and attention which could be expedled from

years of experience; thefe are the employments which the Gentoos fubditute for the pur-

fuits of learning, and to which, and nice calculations on profit and lofs, they dedicate more

advantageoufly, though perhaps fomewhat lefs rationally, thofe hours which the Europeans

of rank or fortune frequently employ in the cultivation of their minds, and the gratiw

ftcation of a third for learning, a paffion wholly unknown to the fordid inhabitants of

IndoOan.

For minds thus uninformed, are all their amufements calculated; and of thefe, to thofe

which have been already mentioned hfiay be added, the tricks of tumblers, jugglers, and

performers of thofe feats, which are among us commonly called fleights of hand; with

thefe performers, who ramble from town to town, and are extremely expert in this buflnefs,

they arc highly delighted, and will fit. hours at a time, indulging a propcnfity to the won-
derful, which feems ftrongly implanted in all their difpofitions. Thefe wandering buf-

foons alfo carry about with them thofe fnakes which have been defcribed among the rep-

tiles of this country, and which, contrary to an opinion fo ancient as to have been men-
tioned in Holy Writ, appear to be endowed, not only with a fenfe of hearing, but with a

capacity of diftinguifhing the harmony of founds: when they have exhibited the efforts

of their own dexterity, they open fmall bafkets o>f wicker-work, which,contain thefe ani-

mals, ard tune their pipes; which, though not extremely melodious, convey a certain de-

gree of pleafure to the fcaly captives, who immediately raife their heads and the fore-parts

of their bodies, and by moving them tothecadcnqeof the tnufic, give evident proof of their

being not only aiie£led violently with the founds, but with the ftrains : during the concert,

their hinder parts remain fpirally folded up in the bafket, but if the mufic intermits, they

leave this receptacle in a kind of fretizy, and crawling rapidly round the floor, feem by

their hiffes to exprefs their regret ; and no fooner does the harmony rccoinmence, than they

retire to their former fituations, and again mark by their motions the various modulations

of the tune. It is pretended by thofe who ftiew thefe fnakes, that they have been defpoiled

of their teeth to prevent their being oiFenfive, but it is much more probable that they are

among thofe fpecies of this tribe that have never been furniflicd by nature with thefe dan-

gerous weapons, which having infli£ted a wound, fill it with poifon, and (like human ma-
lice) perpetuate the injury beyond the moment of provocation.

The manufacStures of India confift rather of a great variety of the fame articles, than

many diftinft produdlions: callicoes and filks are the univerfal fabrics, but the/are mul-
tiplied and divided into a thoufand different forms; the former comprehends all cloths

compofed of cotton-wool, fuch as chintzes, muflins, and coloured mixtures; and of thefe

the diflindions in names and figures are almoft innumerable; many of them will however

be mentioned, when we come to enumerate the exportations from this country to Europe,

by the feveral nations who have fettlements or fadtories on the coaft.

The manufactures of filk, are either plain or flowered damafks, fattins, and taffetas,

handkerchiefs of many fortSj and gauzes; the latter are painted in colours of the mofl ex-

quifite tints, and where the artifls confine themfclves to the vegetable produAions of na-

ture, it is hardly poffible to conceive more faithful and beautiful reprefentations ; nor are

they
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they Icfs fuccefsful in copying the vivid plumes of the feathered race ; but when they at-

tempt to imitate figures either in human or animal life, they are extremely deficient, hav-

ing very limited ideas cither of fymmutry, proportion, or adion: notwithftanding which,

they can copy a portrait with fomewhat more than tolerable exa£Vnefs, and prefcrve thofe

proportions to the governing rules of which they are utter ftrangcrs.

They are very indifFcient mechanics, and efpecially in works conftrudled with metals

:

nor is this imputable to the difficulty of working thefe folid bodies, and particularly iron

and fteel, in thefe warm climates, for this is apparently obviated in fome articles of cutlery

ware, fuch as blades for fwords, and other weapons of defence
;
yet they make no attempts

in the finer parts of mcchanifm, watch-work, clock-work, and every other branch which

requires fprings, being either wholly unpraflifed, or executed in a very unflcilful manner.

Nor are their artificers in the richer metals remarkable for neatnefs : their jewels are in

general fo ill fet, that one half the precious ftones are buried in the furrounding metals
;

their utenfils in filvcr, for ornament, or the ufe of the table, are clumfily executed, and

even the filagree work, which feenis to be their higheft attainment in this way, is without

that polifli and finiOi, which add beauty and luftre to all works of the fame kind which are

cf European execution.

Of the maritime trade of Indoftan, and the exports and imports by that channel, we

ihall fpeak fully, when we defcribe the European fettlements in the difterent parts of this

extenfive empire; their inland commerce is principally with Perfia, and by the Red Sea

with Afian Turkey, and to both nations they communicate as well their natural produc-

tions, as their manufactures, taking in return fome few articles, fuch as Perfian carpets,

oriental pearls, and horfes, but principally gold and filver in bullion; and it is to this

fource that they have been indebted for the greater part of thofe immenfe fums which

they have formerly poffeffed, but which feem of late years to have (hifted proprietors, and

to have been for the moft part, remitted to Europe hy thofe who have exchanged condi-

tions with the natives of Indoftan, and having reduced the Indian prince to a level with

his fubjecSls, have mounted his throne, and tyrannifed over both.

Various accounts have been given of the difpofitions and condudl of the trading part of

the inhabitants of Indollan, fome travelled writers have reprefented the black merchants

as the faireft and moft generous dealers in the world, whilft others have afcribed to them

the lowed cunning, and the deepeft and moft over-reaching defign j it is between thefe

two extremes that we ftiallprobably find the truth ; ftridly horteft, they may poffibly de-

teft aiStual fraud; and equally regardful of their own intercJV, it may diredl them to avail

themfelves of all thofe advantages which may be derived from fuperior judgment, know-

ledge, and experience ; and to this charailcr are both accounts reconclleablc. He who finds

them little inclined to words, and faithful in payment, is difpofcd to applaud their probity;

whilft thofe who have felt the effects of fuperior trading abilities, entertain only a doubt-

ful and problematical opinion of their integrity.

3utthe education of a Gentoo gives him amanifeft advantage over an European trader;

his pafllons fubfervient to his convenienc?, and praftifed from his infancy in deceit and hy-

pocrify, he can bear to have his commodities under-rated, or thofe of his dealer over-va-

lued.
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iud, without betraying the fmalleft emotions, and whilft an European merchant, con-

fcious of his own reflitude, Ares at the fufpicion of double dealing, and lofes his temper at

every doubt which is entertained of his honour or veracity; the Gentoo merchant enjoys

and avails himfeif of his intemperance, and with immoveable ferenity of vifage warns

the perfon with whom he is making bargains of the fatal efFeiSls of pafllon, and exhorts

him to preferve himfeif unruffled, as the only fure way to avoid being i-npofed on, either

by others or himfeif: it is this cool and unprovoked demeanor, which has contributed in

no fmall degree to obtain for thefe eaftern traders, that character of uprightnefs in their

dealings, to which they feem by no means more entitled than even the natives of Europe,

with whom they deal.

In mentioning the trade of Indoftan, it wculd be unpardonable to i:egIeiSl noticing

their fhips, in the arts of building which they have certainly appeared to rival even the ar-

tificers of Great Britain; but this muft be underftood to apply merely to their imitation,

for they poflcfs little or no power of invention; and even in imitations they are frequently

ata lofs, for want of that knowledge of order and effeSk which can alone guide the pencil of

the draughtfman '"d the tool of the artificer; and on account of this deficiency in theoretic

knowledge, their vefTels are ill-conflru£ted, and fail heavily; are of difproportionable

lengths and breadths, and threaten to fall to pieces in the firfl florm, though they are built

for a century, having all their crooked timbers of the forms in which they have actually

grown, and the planks being let into each other, inftead of being fecured together by trun-

nels, nails, or bolts. The wood commonly ufed for this purpofe is alfo of a nature pe-

culiarly durable, and it not only equals the oak in this quality, but is much lefs dangerous

in time of a£tion j the property of the timber of this tree, which is called teah, being

to admit the palTage of ball without throwing out thofe fplinters which are generally more

deftruftive than the fhot of the enemy. The fliipwrights of Indoftan alfo poflefs an oil of

peculiar preparation, to which they give the name of wood oil; this they lay over the bot-

toms of their fhips, whilfl they are yet on the flocks, ard the new planks imbibing it,

they are hardened by it, and preferved from decay. When the hull of the fhip is cont-

pleated, they dig a canal from the Tea or river, and carrying it immediately under the

bottom, the veffcl is dropped into the water with which it is filled, and by that means

conveyed into the fea. They pay the bottom with a gum which ifTuesfrom the damar tree,

and is as fit for the purpofe as pitch; and both the ftanding and running rigging

are compofed of the fibrous exterior covering of the cocoa-nut; which, by beating, and

other procefles, is reduced to a nature fomewhat refembling coarfehemp, and called by the

Indians coyre: and though the cords formed of this material are more ftiff, unmanageable,

and apt to crack, than European cordage, yet in the large body necefTary to form a cable,

it is not only extremely ufeful, but is more durable, and lefs liable to rot in the water,

than even hemp. But moft of their trading vefiels are now fupplied with rigging, anchors,

and fails, from Europe, though they make a kind of cotton cloth for this purpofe in feve-

ral parts of Indoftan, which is lefs fubje<5l to fplit than the European fail-cloth j' but is-

not equal to it either in ftreagth or duration.
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Neither the Indian reatnen, or thcii officers, poU'cfs the Icnowledge, expcrtncfs,orrcroln>

tion, which fo eminently chara<Slcrizcs thofe of Great Britain} accuftonied to navigate a

fea feldom ruffled by tenipcfls, and to avail themfelves of thofe regular winds which

always blow from certain quarters at fixed feafuns of the y^ar, they tremble at a ftorm,

and, at the fmalicft inclemency of weather, lofc thtir prudence, forefight, and intrepidity.

The price of labour in every part of Induflun, bears proportion not fo much to the ex-

pence, as to tliu nature of the provifions confumed. The coft of their finefl manufactures

in the markets of Kurope, after they have been charged with original, intermediate, and

ultimate profit, freight, duties, and cxpcnces, is fo low, as to fatisfy us that the firfl pur-

chafe mult be trifling, and in confcqucnce the gains of the manufadurer fmall: and this

will be the moie evident, if we reflect that in this country he who employs the labourer in

every branch of bufinefs is not only obliged to furnifh him with materials and tools, but

to make him an advance in money for his fubfiftence, before he fets him to work} and in

this ftatc of abjeiSl poverty, it may be eafily conceived that he is incapable of driving a

bargain, or of infifting on a price adequate to his ingenuity.

The private buildings in this country differ in convenience and elegance, as they belong

toGentoos or Mahometans: the habitations of the former, as they are infinitely more nume-

rous, occupy far the greateft part of the cities and towns; and thefe are low, and of very

humble appearance, being principally clay-built cottages, not rtflng more than a Angle

flofy^ and thatched with the leaves of trees; but in the ftreets and market-places of large

towns, they are rather better than thofe we have defcribed, having a kind ofcolonade in

the front of each, which is extended the whole length of the ftreet, or on the four fides of

the fquareor market-place; and banks of earth being thrown up under this ihade, and co-

vered with carpets, ferve either to expofe their goods to fale, or to afford the occupiers of

the houfes feats to enjoy the blefling of the evening breeze. But thefe houfes mufl be dark

and incommodious within, as they have no windows towards the ftreet ; and die back

parts of them are frequently crouded with other buildings, which exclude light, air, and

every advantage and convenience which could be derived from either.

But the manfions of the grandees, and the palaces of the numerous petty princes, are

not fo wholly deftitute of elegance. They are generally built in a court-yard, the

front wall of which is adorned by a gate for entrance, without which is a portico fupported

by columns; in fome inftances of ftone, and tolerably executed. Under this portico feats

of earth are alfo raifed, which being covered with rich Perfian carpets, according to the

rank or fortune of the proprietor, are furnifhed with cufhions either of the fame materials,

or of fcarlet cloth of Europe, of which they are particularly fond; and on thefe feats the

chief fits to receive vifits and difpatch ordinary bufinefs; and here alfo the petty prince

tranfa£ts the common affairs of flate, receives petitions from his fubjedls, and in a fum-

mary way adminifters jufficQ. And it is on thofe occafions that a full difplay is made of

his confequence, in the elegance of his drefs, the brilliancy of his jewels, and the force

of his furrounding guards; all borrowing additional luftre from the fplendor of numerous

lamps, which in the evening, the ufual time of his appearance in the portico, are lighted

up on all fides, being fufpended from the roof, and affixed to every column.

The
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The private houfes of ihc Moorifli or Mahometan inhabit.mtJ, are nearly in the ftilc of

thofe of Perfu and Afian Turky : but the gateways of thofi.' of high condition are frequent-

ly fortified and defended by feveral pieces of cannon; a precaution not unncceflary in a

country where fudden revolutions frequently take place, and where a few hours of delibe-

ration, which may by this means be generally obtained, enables thf occupier, either to tt •

fe£t his cfcape, to treat with thofe who mean to fupcrccdehim in office, or tocolle£l a party

ftrong enough to oppofe their meafures. Thefc houfes have univerfaliy a divan or large

hall, appropriated to the reception of company or the difpatch of important bufinefs; and

this, as in other countries already defcribed, is open to the court-yard or garden. They have

alfo another apartment for eating, which is commonly rcfrcflied by a fountain; and here

they generally ileep in the middle of the day, being lulled to flumber by the perpetual

noife of the falling water, which alfo contributes to thu coolnefs of the room, though it

occafions a dampnefs not altogether agreeable to an European conftitution. The apart-

ments of the females, as ufual in other parts of the Eafl where the religion of Mahomet
preva':!, are feparate from the houfe, and fitoated behind it; no care engaging the atten-

tion of a mufTelman fo much, as the fecurity and concealment of his women.
Neither the houfes of Mahometans or Gentoos, are much encumbered with furniture.

Thofeof both religions ufe fophas by way of feats, and theiriables are fmall and occafional:

but their floors are univerfaliy fpread with carpets; and thefe, with the addition of a mat-

trafs and light coverlid, ferve alfo for beds. But their bed apartments, and efpecially thofe

dedicated to the females, are ornamented with European looking-glafles; and fome of the

ceilings are inlaid with a mixture of ivory and mother of pearl, in flowers and other de-

vices, which by the light of lamps or candles produces a brilliant and agreeable cfFeA.

The gardens are laid out in a ftile between the Perfian and Chinefe manner, and par>

take of both; fhady walks, and large pieces of water, are the great objeAs; and to thefe

are generally added an elegant pavilion, fltuated near fome artificial cafcade, and " bofomed

"deep with tufted trees;" and here the luxurious Afiatic fpends the fultry hours of the day,

in the fociety of the fair, with whom he alfo forms parties on the margin of the canal to

enjoy the cool and refrefhing breezes of the evening ; and for his accommodation in this

amufement, banks of earth are raifed at proper diftances from the water, and covered with

carpets, or the fteps which lead to the edge of it on every fide are furniflied with cover-

ings and cufliions of the fame materials.

But in the laying out their garden grounds, they are not guided by-the tafte which has

too long prevailed in Europe: the eye is not here offended by ftraight lines and regular

angles, but the whole is thrown together in wild and natural confufton; no other re-

ftriftion takes place in the difpofition of the odoriferous flowers and flirubs with which

they abound, than in the neceflary felet^ion of fuch foils and fituations as are beft calcu-

lated to promote their growth and difplay their beauties to advantage; even the entrance,

which in the gardens of this country would be placed in dire£l and regular oppofition to

the pavilion, is generally fituated at one comer of the inclofure, and various paths

ftrike from it through the plantations of flirubs and flowers, fo that thofe who feek
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the pa/ilion are Jed to it by winding* and turnings, which give a wilJncfs and air of na-
ture to the whole ground.

In our defcriptions of the capital cities of this extenfivc empire, it will be neccfTary to
diflinguiih their modern from their ancient fituations, many of thim having been focom-
pleatly ruined by the incurfions of Nadir Shah, and the inhabitants have been fo harrallld

by inteftine commotions and foreign tyrants fince that period, that ihcy have hardly made
any progrcTs towards the recovery of their former fplcndor.

And this has been in particular the cafe with Delhi, the capital of the province of that

name, and at one time the metropolis of the empire.

This city is fituatcd in 79 degrees of eaft longitude from London, and in the 28th de-

gree of north latitude, the river Jemma pafling through the midft of it, on the two fides

of which it forms the iigure of a crtfcent: thefe two parts were fometimes diilinguiftied

from a town which formerly occupied the fame fpots, and which had been called Delhi,

by the name of Jehanabad, after Shaw Jehan, by whom one of the divifions is faid to have

been erededj but the whole place is now generally known to Europeans by the ancient

name of Delhi: though the part eredlcd by the laft-named prince, was diflinguifhable from

the old city by the manner in which the houfes were built; ^hofe conftrudlcd by him bein"

encloled by walls, containing within them fpacious conrt-yards, and apartments for the

women, either in the centers of the buildings themfelves, which were quadrangular, or

behind them, and remote from thofe parts which were dedicated to domellic purpofes, or

occupied by male inhabitants.

But though thofe houfes are now for the moft part demoliflied, as well as moft of

the public buildings, yet we fliould be unpardonable if we omitted to notice the

grandeur from whichthis city has fallen.

The entrance to it is by a ftreet of great length* regularly arched on both fldes; under

thefe arches the trading inhabitants expofed their goods to fale, and above them were their

habitations} at the extremity of this ftreet ftood the palace^ the walls which enclofed it be-

ing at leaft half a league in circumference; and this wall, which was built of hewn (lone,

was fortified with battlements and towers placed at equal diftances, and the entrance was

ornamented with two huge figures of men riding on elephants, fuppofcd fo be reprefenta-

tions of two princes of old, who loft their lives in the defence of their country. The wall

is encompaffed with a ditch filled with water; and this is alfo, faced with hewn flone of

the fame workmanthip- as thofe which compofe the walls, battlements, and towers^ The
gate of admiffion does not appear to have been con(lru(Sled with any particular degree of

elegance, and the firfl area or court-yard fccms to have been dcflgned for the reception of

thofe chiefs who were permitted to attend the court mounted on elephants. From this

firfl court a fpacious avenue led to a fecond; and this avenue was adorned with porticos,

under which were many fmall rooms, appropriated to the attending guards, and behind

them on one fide the apartments of the won.zn, and on the other fpacious halls for the

adminiftrationof juftice; and this avenue was divided in the middle by a canal, which at

regular diftances took the form of bafons.

At
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At the extremity of this t^rand avenue another court-yard opened, and here the omrahj,

«r great lords, were accu/tomcd to mount guard in pcrfon, when the court of Delhi was

maintained in that dignity and fplcndor which before the ravages of the invader above-

mentioned, rendered it confpicuous throughout the eaftcrn world.

Immediately oppofite the entrance into the third court, was the divan or great hall of

audience, but this was more properly a magnificent and capacious portico, being open on

three of it's fides, and fupported in front by a row of columns, forming thirty-two arches.

At the ere£lion of this building by Shah Jehan, he at firft conceived an idea that it Hiould

not only be executed with all the ornaments which could be dcvifed in fculptureand carv-

ing, but that every part of it (hould be finiHicd with inlaid work, and enriched with pre-

cious ftones } but the difficulties which attended this plan of wild extravagance were foon

found to be infurmountable,and one much lefs expenfive, though perhaps not lefs elegant,

was adopted; exquifite paintings of the v»ious flowers produced in the different parts of

the empire, being fubftituted for a cumbrous load of fculpture without execution and

finery, devoid of tafle.

In the centre of the hall, and immediately oppofite the middle arch of the portico, was

placed the throne, canopy, or bed of ftate, for it's form nearly refembled the latter. It

ftood on three feet; and four columns, one at each corner, fupported a canopy, the throne

itfelf being furnifhed with a large culhion or mattras, holders, fmaller cufhions, and a

counterpane. The magnificence of this throne has been fo defcribed as to flagger the be-

lief of thofe unacquainted with eaftern grandeur, and to induce doubts of the reracity of

the relaters; yet from the concurrent teftimony of travellers and writers of unqueftioned

reputation, it appears to have exceeded in real riches the productions of the moll un-

bounded imagination : plates of gold and filver covered every part of the wood work, and

thefe were adorned with fuch a profufion of jewels, that the whole feemed to be an afTem-

blage of diamonds, rubies, emeralds, faphires, and topazes; the canopy, bed furniture, and

counterpane, were embroidered in foliage of gold and filver, and adorned with flowers

compofed entirely of precious ftones, reprefenting their various tints with inxprefHble

luftre ; the canopy was fringed with gold, intermixed with ftrings of oriental pearls

;

and on the four columns were hung the emperor's arms, confiding of a bow, a quiver of

arrows, a buckler, a fabre, and a poinard, all equally rich in workmanfhip and materials.

Not very remote from the divan, or hall of audience, were the royal {tables, filled with
the moft beautiful horfes which could at any expence be procured from Arabia, Perfia, or

Tartary ; the animals were attended with infinite care, two grooms being appointed to

each, not only to cleanfe them, and fupply them with food, but to prevent their being tor-

mented with flies, which they v/ere alternately employed in driving away from the favour-

ed bcafl:, with fans of the leaves of palm trees, which were provided for this purpofe : nor

did they omit any precautions which might be taken to prevent thefe infedls from entering

the flables ; mats or r.'^ts of filk and ftraw, intermixed and curioufly wrought, being hung
before the doors, which, whilft they prevented the approach of the ilies, did not exclude
the frclh air, fo neceflTary to the e.\iftence of every living being, in a climate fo cxpofed to

violent and continued heats, . ,
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The othtr public buildings which once ornamented tbii celcbraiUd cit|k conCfted of

mof<i)itSy market-places, and caravanferas» but thefc have moftly yielded, not to the hand

of time, but to tlie ravages of lawlefs invaders.

Agra, once alfo the metropolis of the empire of Indoftan, and at prefent the capital of

tke piovinccy the name of which it bears, is fituated in a6 degrees 18 minutes north lati-

tude, and is thfi 79tb degree of eaft longitude from London. It's former name was

Echbarabat,. £rom it's fuppofed fount 1 Echbar, an emperor, who reigned upwards of two

centuries ago, and is fatd to have made this plac^ the grand feat of his empire.

This city lies on the banks of the river Jemma, about fixty days journey for caravans,

or 230 leagues north-eaft from Surat, in the center of an extenfive but fandy plain; and

of confeqjjeoce expofed to great heat. It's form is oblongs the length having been

computed at feven or eight miles, and the extreme breadth fc^rce exceeding three. It h
wholly unfortified, except the palace; yet it is commonly the poll of a confidcrable partof the

imperial acroy; or wasib wheq it was the uliial place of the mogul's refidence, to which

period the following defcription muft alfo be underftood in fome meafure to refer; for

fince it has ceafed to be the conftant habitation of the monarch, it has declined in gran-

deur,, it's inland fituation affording no very conliderable encouragement to trade.

The palace, which Is built in the form of a crefcent, is in that part of the city which

lies neareft to the river, to which the gardens and plantations extend, and the whole fcite

is inclcfedby a walleight or ten miles in circumference, fui rounding not only the build-

iDgty. but a park, for wild and tbreft beafts, large i>ieoes of water, and gardens, the terrace*

of which form the ramparts of the walls, under which is a deep ditch, faced with ftone

and filled with' vpater, and furniflied with draw-bridges oppofite the firveral gates of

tntrance*

I'he firftigateof the grand approach,, leads to a beoad walk paved with ftone, and orna-

meated by a canaLoa each fide ; and this terminates in a fpacious fquare, where theMaho-
metaa* troops,, which, fervc as guards,, are exercifed, and the commanders of them, as

veil as other chiefs- who are engaged in attendance on the court, pitch their tents; and

thefe guards are fo numerous,, and are arranged on each fide oi the fiqaare in fuoh regu-

larity,, as to prefent to thofe who appsoach the court,, two armies of no incoafiderablo

force, ready (0 oppofi: any attempts that could be made tu force a paffige to the royal-

apartmentSt

Aihort opening from this fi|uare leads to-anotherflill more extenfive;,and here the chiefs

Ml immediate waiting are io attend the plcafure of their fbvcrcign, and. a band of mufic is

always ready to founds and give notice ot the approach^of the emperor, at his going out

and return : and from this courtr another opening leads to a third fquare, wh.ch is termed'

the durbar, or place of audience; and<this is dividcd'into three equal parts, by l»aluftrad«»

of flone, and each rifes a few fleps from the other;, the outcrmoft or loweft being appro*

friated to the reception of the common people; the ncxitia' height to the civil officers,

aserchants, and other refpedUUe perfons; and the third, or moft elevated,, to the great

k>rds,. chiefs, and military comnaanders^. The different ranks of fubjefis being thus

placed in cxpedation of the monarch} the mufic announces his appearance, which is in a

gallery
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gallery richly ornamented, immedi. icly above the laft divifion of the fquare, where he was

accuftomed to be feated on a magnificent throne, adorned with gold, filver, and jewels.

But as bisrefldence has been long removed, firft to Delhi, and fince to Amaxadavad, andt

his villts to Agra are feldom, and his ftay there in general very fliort, and all the gran-

deur of this empire hath been of late years greatly on the decline, the fplendor of thele

public audiences hath proportionably diminiiheJ, and many ufual ceremonials ofpomp»

and dignity are now difpenfed with.

Thefe audiences were in general given every day, fome hours ofeach morning being de-

dicated to this neceflary part of the forms of government : for here the petitions of thofc

who were aggrieved were received, without diftindion of rank or condition, except in the

order of their appearance in the royal prefence} and here caufes between party and part^

were heard and determined by the emperor in perfon, and ftate delinquents, as well a»

private offenders, underwent examination and trial.

From the durbar the emperor ufually retired *./ the batht^ and there tranCiAed private

bufinefs with his viziers, and other principal officers, civil and military, formed plans of

conqueftor defence, and fyftemsof political conduA and oeconomy. And this gallery of

audience having a communication by the Ade buildings^ with another which overlooked

thefecond fquare, he fometimes appeared in this alfo, at public fpeAacles; fuch as the

combats of wild ^^fts, or /hofe of men with beafts: a cruel amufement, yet not uncom*
mon in the eaftern parts of the world, where the eye is fo accuffomed to fights which

an European could not behold without horror,, that it hath been b; no means unufual for

the emperor of Indoftan (o gratify his curiofity, by being prefen. at the execution of cri*

minals who have bee^ ju(l cmividled and condemned to be torn or trampled to pieces by

elephants, or to fuffev d«ath by any of the other ufual forms of condign and fatal puniih-

ment.

The Atuation of the haram or apartments for the ladies, is, as ufual, behind the ieveral

public and domcftic biiildingS|. in the midft of the gardens and plantations; and this ir

fo capacious as to contain a thoufand of thefe captives to luxury and ienfujlity, with eu-

nuchs, gv^rdy, female ffaves, and other necefliary attendants. And not only in this quar-

ter, but in the other parts of the royal palace, fo general a filence prevails,, even durine

the time that it is inhabited hv the emperor, and his numerous officers and fervants; that

except the founds of various works performed by artiiicert retained to minilicr to the want9

orpleafures of theraonarch, no noife invades the folemn ftilinefs which reigns in thefe

Hbnfions of pride, pomp^ an<il oilenta.tion : and to render the refidence of this once mighty

prince more awful and inacceHible, a large are» between the ci<y 9!\d the palace is coii-

fiantly occupied by another army, which in the ^enithof imperial glory was fetdon^ com-
pofed of le£i than fifteen or twenty thoufand men.

The palaces of thr chiefs and grandees ar<; built wiiH a reddifli ilone» of whi^h the yrK-

Uce and furrounding walls i^re alfo compofcd, of peculiar beauty, as it :ak<-'S a;> uu.jzin^.

fine polilh, and refficAs the rays o/ the fun with uncommon ludrei they are, in general,

built as near to the river as convenience will permit, and are provided with gardens and

flat^atioas foe c«Aln«fs and retirement : and thefe houfes, togetheir with the number of

mofqucS)
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mofques, (which in the early part of the laft century amounted to fevcnty) and the bath?,

caravanferas, and other public buildings, all intermixed with gardens and groves of lofty

and beautiful trees, render the appearance of Agra eleg'int and pleafing; and the number
ofrcfcrvoirs and cifterns of water, which are diftributed in every part of the city, contri-

bute to keep it cool, cleanly, and healthy. The houfcs of the ordinary inhabitants are

however, as low and mean as inmoft other towns of the eaft, and thefe are the only buHJ,
ings conftantly inhabited; not only thofeof high rank, but even the merchants and confi-

derable tradefmen, deferting their dwellings when the emperor retires from his palace

and returning hither again when he repeats his vifit.

In one of the mrfqucs is a tomb of fome ancient hero, whofe memory is held in the

higheft veneration, and the place of his fepulture made an objeft of devotion; and to this

iepulchre pilgrimages are made from different parts of the empire, and offerings are daily

brought, and more rationally applied than is ufual in fuch cafes, as they are commonly
invefted in provifions, which are plentifuHy diftributed to the attending poor. The
mofquc which contains this tomb is alfo facredto the protedlion of criminals and debtors •

and fo highly is this privilege regarded, that thofe who are fortunate enough to reach this

afylum, after the commifllon of the moft enormous crimes, whether of apublic or private

nature, are fecure not only from the proceffes of law, but even from the vengeance of the

en)perorhimfelf, whofe very throne would be fhaken by any attempt to invade the limits

t.f a fpot rendered holy by containing the a(hes of the honoured dead.

Near the walls of this city is a maufoleum erefted by the wife of the emperor Sha Jehan

to perpetuate the memory of herhufband ; and this magnificent work is faid tolhave em-
ployed twenty thoufand men, for twenty-two years ; but this account is unqueflionably

an exaggeration, as the ftru£lure, though remarkably fuperb, is wholly unequal to fuch

an expence of labour.

Before we proceed to fpeak ofthe different provinces of Indoftan, and the feveral Euro-

pean fettlements, in the various parts of this extenftve empire, it will not be improper to

give a fucciniSl view of the hiftory of it generally, from the Tartarian conqueft. The pre-

fent governments of the diftindt kingdoms and diftridls will be mentioned, as we treat of

them feparately.

Almoft at the clofe of the thirteenth century. Emir Timur, or Tamerlane, as he is

more comrr.only called in Europe, an emperor of the Charizman empire of the Tartars,

a prince of a warlike and enterprizing difpofition, though by no means celebrated for

thofe a£ls of generofity and humanity with which he hath been dignified by a dramatic

poet, turned his arms againft the empire of Indoftan, on the throne of which then reigned

a prince of the Afgan or Patan race; and meeting with little oppofition, he foon over-run

the whole country, committing the moft atrocious ads of cruelty, and marking his pro-

grefs with the blood ofthoufands, and his conqueft with the deflruflion of Delhi, and

fuch a flaughtcr of it's unoffending inhabitants, as fpared neither age or fex, but facrificed

all ranks, conditions, and orders, of men, and even women and children without num-

ber, to his mercilefs and unrelenting rage.
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But cmitent with defolating (he face of the country, and rendeting tb« unhappy priacf

who governed it tributary to his power, he withdrew himfelf from Indoftan, and left liua

unfortunate empire exhauflvd of it'* riches, defpoited of it's inhabitants, and it's ci|iea an4

towns reduced to heaps of ruins.

A whole century now pafled without any farther attempts of the Tartar} and IndeAan

beg<;a once more to flourifh, when Baber, or Baba, a defcendant of Tamerlane, and poflef-

fuig a portion of his enterprising fpirit, mounted his throne; and having once more tumatt

the Tartarian arms againft Indoftan, fubdued the whole empire, and having expelled or ex-

tirpated the Afgan or Paun princes, he feized the enfigns of imperial power, aadieigned, la

right ofconqueft, thefirft Tartarian or Mogul emperor of Indoftan.

It is not pretended, however, that the attainment of this power was cffeAed by any aAs
of extraordinary cruelty, or that even the ordinary events of war were attenued with any
circumftances of particular feverity ; on the contrary, it is afierted, that Baber was one of
the moft illuftrious charaAers of the age in which he lived} that he was juft, generein^

and humane} brave without ferocity, and ambitious without cruelty; that he proteAed

genius, encouraged literature, and was himftlf fo uncommonly learned, that be recorded

his own exploits; and, like another Csefar, banded down to peflerity, in conmentaKic*

elegantly written in the Mogul or Tartarian language, the htftory ef his expediciont and
conquefts; by which it appears, that his unabated ardour for military glt>ry, which kd hint

to encounter all dangers, and enabled him to overcome all dificulties, was tempcrad with fuch

equanimity of temper, fnch miUnefs and beneretence of dtfpofttion, that the ikeadof dM
conqueror was loft in the protection of the prince, who became in all t*fpt&& die fflend

and father of his people.

But it may be eafily conceived, that fuch atchievements could not be unattended with

dangerous and critical circumftances, with iiituations in which fomewhat more than per*

fonal prowefs was required, and in which magnanimity ef mind was an eflential and in*

difpeofible qualification; and fuch events, in the reign of Baber, were produced, as the

very natural confequences of his abfenting himfelf from his own dominions, in pnrfMt of

foreign conquefts, of which advantage was taken by his fa£lious chiefs, and acaAuec

adopted, which nothing lefs than the fortitude, fpirk and pcrfevcnince of lb* prince, covld

have prevented from being fatal to his power and government there; and of the eabalsof

many of his newly conquered fubjcAs, attached to their eld princes, and jealous 9f the

newly introduced government, which for the Krft part ef his reign in Iruloftan frequently

broke out in plots and tumults, which could hardly be focffirdluallydetedsd and quelled, but

that the fa£iious infurgents, however apparently fubdued in one part of the caifiire, would

make head in another, and require his utmoft addrefs to keep within the bavods of fafety

his lately acquired power.

Yet ncrither the bufineft of conqueft, or the arts of governing, fo wlkoUy engrolTed thi^

prince's attention, as to occaiion the total Orifice of pleafure and anaulement. He was n

warrior in the field, and a man of pieafure in his palace ; and when the campaign bad been

fpent in all the toils and hardfhips of war, he retired to the indulgence of his moft volup-

tuous pai&ons, and divided his time between the joys of the haram, the pieafure of the
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bottle, and the Tweets of convivial fociety; and having eftabliihed his throne jn peace,

coUcAed vaft treafures without oppreflion, ^nd added to the ftrength, as well as the fplen-

dor and magnificence of the empire. He died about the middle of the fixteenth century,

leaving his throne to Humaioon, or Hemeyun, his fon.

' This monarch made an addition to the empire by the conqueil of the kingdom of Gu-
zarat: but being in his turn attacked by an Afgan or Patan prince, of the name of Shir

ShawJ or Khan, he was expelled from his throne and dominions, and was obliged to fly

with his wife into Perfia j where, after experiencing various viciflitudesof fortune, fome-

times carefled, and at others infulted, by the king of that country, he was at length, at the

end of twelve years, by the afliltance of the Perfun, reinftated in the imperial dignity.

Hit fecond afcent to the throne of Indoftan was, however, marked with more profper-

ous events than the firft} his competitor Shir Khan died foon after the commencement cf

his attempt to regain his loft dominions, and his ciForts proved vidloriousi on every fide.

The whole province of Soubal was added to the empire of Indoftan, and the great city of

Delhi yielded to the power of his arms. But here his fame and his conquefts terminated;

exhaufled by the exertion of his fpirits, and the conftant activity of his life, he was feized

w*th a lethargy, and in a fit of fleepinefs fell over a vaft flight of fteps as he was coming

out of his palace, and received fuch bruifes as put a period to his exiftence within

three days after the accident.

• Humayoon, or Hemeyun, was fucceeded by bis fon Akbar, who, though but thirteen

years old at the death of his father, aflfumed the reins of government under the guidance

of Beyram, an experienced general and ftatefman, who had been appointed by the late

emperor to fuperintend the education of his fon, and who fo faithfully acquitted himfelf

of that ta(k, that his pupil Akbar became not only one of the greateft, but of the beft

princes that ever filled the throne of Indoftan, uniting all the virtues of his father with

the learning and judgment of his preceptor.

But neither his abilities or integrity could fhield him from difficulties } he was hardly

feated on his throne, when Abdol Khan, the brother of his father's enemy Shir Khan,

who, after the murder of his nephew had afcended the throne of his father, invaded In>

doftan with a mighty army; and before Akbar could coIleiSl his troops to oppofe his pro-

grefs, had invefted and made himfelf mafter of Delhi.

Yet thefe incurftons ferved only to awaken the martial fire of Akbar; he inftantly levied

an army, attacked the invaders, and routed them with great flaughter, repofTefled himfelf

of the city of Delhi, and with his own hand flew the general who commanded the forces

of Abdol Khan.

Peace being reftored in his dominions, and the prince approaching to manhood, he

forgot the obligations he owed to his faithful tutor Beyram; and at the inftance of an old

nurfe, or female domeftic, who knew how to minifter to his vanity or his pleafures, he

difmifled this Mentor from his charge, who in his way to his retirement at Mecca was mur-

deVed by one of his own flaves, in revenge for the lofs of his father, who had been put to

death by the command of Beyram.

But
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But nQtwUhllanding thelofs of a fervant, whofe counfel and inftruiflions had raifed him

to the pinnacle of glory, he continued to confult the interefts of his kingdom, and to add

trophies to his former glory. He encm^raged arts and manufafturesj granted confiderable

privileges and immunities to thofe places in which trade mod highly flourifhed j and find-

ing the city of Agra, which was then the center of the interipr commerce of the kingdom,

defended only by a wall of mud, he furrounded it with one of ftone, and added to it fuch

fortifications as might render it feciire againft any invaders, who might be in future

tempted by the fame of it's riches to conftderit as an obje(Sl of plunder.

After fupprefling various rebellions, fomented by chiefs of his own empire, making a

conqueft of the little kingdom of Cachemire, and quelling infurredlions indifferent parts

of his dominions, which had been excite^, by his own fons } he carried his ar«is into

the country of his former invaders, drove the Afgan or Patan princes from their territories,

and annexed almofl the whole kingdom or province of Bengal to the crown of Indoftan.

. Some chiefs, however, oppofcd his authority i and under the title of rajahs, by which

the independent and petty princes of Indoflan are ftill diftinguifhed, they maintained their

own authority within their feveral diflridls, and with a flill higher hand than the old feu-

dal lords of Europe, refufed fubjeiSlion, though they acknowledged allegiance to the em-

peror, and contributed to his revenue, whilft they denied him all the other rights of.

fovereignty. .

Akbar, who was not fo wholly devoted toarms as to forget the private duties ofa man,

having eflabliflied his power, and extended his dominions, turned his thoughts to religious

matters} and after having made folemn pilgrimages to the tomb of an Indian faint, and vi-

fited one flill living, and highly venerated for fan£lity of life and purity of manners; and

having failed to repeive the fatisfadlion his mind requiicd from the works of dead or the

converfations 0/ living priefls of his own f^ith, he invited Chriflian mifEonaries to his,

court, and aAually built a church, in which thofe who chofe to embrace that religion

might perform their devotions. But the ignorance, fuperflition, or interefled views of

thofe who firfl taught the gofpel of Chrtfl in the kingdom of Indoflan, induced them to

obfcure their precepts in fo many abfurd, incomprehenfible, apd inconfiflent do£lrines,

that their fallacies were deteiSled by an ingcnioi^s Perflan; and they were fo puzzled by

queflions and difficulties, which they were wholly unable to anfwer or refolve, that they

lofl their reputation, and theChriflian religion it's influence: nor does it appear that it

was ever extended beyond the walls of Agra, where it was firil preached, and even here it

prevailed but in a very confined and limited way ; nor were thofe who profefTcd it of con-.

fequence enough to extend it, or even to prevent it's total decline.

Towards the end of Akbar's reign, his fortunes Teemed clouded by a violent, anil, for

a time, fuccefsful rebellion of his only furviving fon Selim ; Morad and Daniel, his other

fons, having fallen vi£llms to debauchery and intemperance : but after various contefls in

the field, the prince thought it advifeable to fubmit} and having received his father's par-

don, joined him in an attempt to conquer the kingdom of pekan, then governed by a fe-

male of the nameofljan Bibij but after making a confiderable progrefs, and having

iubdued fpme very flrong places, Akbar was taken off by poifon, either adminidered on pur-

pofc

f
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pofe by fome olRnderf cotirtier, or taken by himfelf through miAtke, he having intended

it for fbme one of his attendants who had incurred hit difpleafure; and was fucceeded by
his fon Selim, whom he had in his tcfe-time invefted with dte enfigns of royalty, but who*
notwithflanding this folemn nomination, did not obtain pofleffion of the throne without

fome ftruggles by the chiefs of the empire on behalf of Saltan Kofrau» his fon, who,
though then extremely young> they wifhed to advance to the imperial throne, in preference

to his father.

Selim being, however, at length acknowledged emperor, aflumed the name of Jehan
Ghir; and the inteftine commotions having fubfided, he remained the abfolute monarch
of dominions more extenfive than had ever yet been poiTefled by any prince of his race:

all the {kingdoms of Indiaj 6olconda, Viziapour and Defcan only excepted, hav^ ig

fubmitted to his fway ; and even the fovereigns of thefe countries having courted his ^ilj.

ance, or folicited his proteA'ion by magnificent prefents, and in terms very little fliort of

fubmiffion} and thofe of Perfia and Tartary having fent ambafTadors to congratulate his ac-

ceffion to the throne, an event which had alfo been acknowledged by prefents and compli-

ments from the rajahs ofevery part of the empire.

But thefe teftimonieS of ac^uiefcenee to his govermnent did not quiet the jeafoaftes of

the newly feated monarch} he flill dreaded frefh attempts in favour of Sultan Kofrou^

and, determined to remove that obflacle to his fecurity, he refolved to put out bis eyes

:

but the young prince having received fome intimation of bis intentions, fought his fafety

in flight i and, notwithflanding a clolb purfoit, efcaped to one of hit pewtrM friends, by

whofe aflif{ance he foort levied an army of twenty thoirfind nltnr, and wiifl this force ven-

tuivd to give battle to his father; but was totaHy defeated, and with his unfortunate friend

taken prifbner, aiid the latter having fullered immediate death, and varioils cruelties having*

been committed on the other captives, he feemed to have pardoned his f6n, and he was

permitted to go at large widiout any other reflraitot than being cOniianily attended by

fome of the great lords of the court.

But frefh conl)>iracies again either aflfuailTy Uf6k pliiee, orJebtan Gh«r, ;^rnwd with ap-

prehenCons, gave way to unfounded fufpicion ; other executions ftdlowed, and the prince

khnfelfV^s once more cohdemned to blindnefs, thoogh not in the extetit fbrmcrly intend-

ed, as his eye^ Were now ouiy direifh^d to be artificially dofedor darkened for three years,

a fentence which Was ioimediatety executed.

jf^haii Ghir, haViitg now married the daughter of his treaforir, vtltofe former halband

liad been cut ottbythti emperor to mite way for bis pofleffing the widow, Ave ibon ob-

tained fuch an afceiklancy oVer him, as to direA all his meafures^ and her fMher, who

hadbeenhtety difgrac'ed, was te-ettM\(bKS irt his empteyments^ and, in concun«nf« with

his daughter, oh wliOM the emperor bad COnkfttA tite niint of Nivr jiehan Begum, or

tight of the vMrUy aiid who baS bieen- alfO cefebrati^d by the name of Nttrmahat, governed

the whole empire, and preferred thehr oWti relktrons and fSrvoorites to all tlK offoes Mi
poffs of truit threughout tbe iihperiat domihrOMs.

But the reign of Jchan Cjhir, though profperous as to himfblf, was by no means favour-

jible to his fubjeds} fiitcohqdefti a:nd fuec(iiiresbttaghrto tlMiniioacceiSbn of happinefe;
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thofe who contributed to conquer were compelled to abandon their habitations and fami-

lies, to engage in dangers which could produce to them ho advantage ; and thofe who

wtrc reduced to his fubjeftion were expofcd to immediate plunder and fubfequentexa£lions,

d:iven from their dwellings, and defpoilcd of their property ; fo that agriculture decayed^

commerce declined, and manufadlurcs were fufpended; the wretched inhabitants wander-

ed in wilds and defarts, to avoid the inflictions of tyranny and defpotifm} and even the

fituations of the chiefs became precarious, and their poITc/rions uncertain and infecure.

Avarice, the parent of opprcflion, confpired to render this mifcrable people compleatly

unhappy. Under the pretext of religion, Jehan Ghir atFe£ted to reftrain luxury, and ga-

thered to his own coffers all the gold, filver, and jewels of the empire, to prevent their be-

ing employed to purpofes fo repugnant to the divine laws and the true interefts of their

pofleffors.

Nor did he want pretences to ex&Sk confiderablc fums even from foreigners, who either

for purpofes of trade, or on public embaflles, ventured into his dominions ; if they hoped

to be permitted to traffic, or to fucceed in their public applications, they were obliged to

fubmit to his extbrtions under the denomination of refpedtful prefents, and the compliance

with their wiflies was always proportioned to the extent in which it was purchafed.

The lad years of Jehan Ghir's reign were fpent in crufliing perpetual rebellions of his

fons and chiefs : in one of thofe he was furprizcd, and made a prifoner by a rebel general,

who fparing his life, he effected his efcape, and again furmounted bis difficulties, and re-

ilored peace to his empire; and though he ftill continued to indulge in all the cxceiTes of

inebriety, and to commit the whole management of his affairs to Nur Jehaa, yet a pro-

fpe£t of continued quiet opened, when he was attacked by an afthma, which carried him
oiFin the fifty-ninth year of his age.

The right of fucceffion was in a grandfon of Jehan Ghir, the fon of his ddeft born, the

Sultan Kofrou; but rights maintainable only by the fword were not likely to be fupported

by a youth of thirteen; his uncle Shak Jehan afpired to the throne, and made his way to

it by the murders of his brother and four nephews.

As Shak Jehan obtained the imperial crown by violence, fo he determined to affert the

poflfelfion of it againft every competitor. He exerted himfelf in the early part of his reign

to fupprefs every tendency to infurredtion; and the neighbouring princes fliewing nodif.

pofitions todifturb his tranquillity, he found himfelf firmly feated on the throne, and pof-

fefled, without difpute, of the immenfe treafures which had been colle£led by his avari->

cious fa'.iicr.

Shak Jehan, thus elevated to a throne without a rival, and poffefltng immen/e territo-

ries without an enemy, abandoned himfelf to his pleafures: his harams were repleniilied

with the choiceft beauties of the eaft; and whiift his nobles and chiefs furrendercd their

daughters to his enjoyment, his lufl: extended even to their wives, who, with unexampled

brutality, were torn from their embraces, and devoted to the gratification of his imbounded

and inordinate paffions. Ail the richeSof the empire were fquandcred in the moft effc-mi>

nate expencesj and if he ftole an hour from the converfation of his women, it was fpent

^ C in
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in behoMing public TpeAacIet, determining the fucceflea of prize-fights ;t, tnd viewing

thedebarement of the human fpecies in unequal combats with lions and tygers.

Yet there were moments when Shale Jehan emerged from this abyfs of diffipation, and

refuming the dignity of fovereignty, he attended to the rights of his fubjecSsi hnppy then

Were thofe whofe petitions reached his hands ! for no prince was naturally more inclin d to

adminilbr ftri^a juftice, or more readily attended to the calls of the oppreffed, or thei

t'ars of thofe who fufFered injury, either from himfelf or his miniftcrs: in thofe intervals

cf manly reafon, he fuppreffed the numerous bands of robbers with which his empire had

been infefted, corre£ted the enormities which had been pra£tifed by fomr of the governors

of the provinces, and compelled them to make fatisfadtion to thofe whofe perfons ur pro-

perties had fufFered either by their mifcondud or negletSl.

He was fuperftitioufly addided to the caftern abfurdities of judicial aftrology; and, as a

neceflary confequence, he was an implacable enemy to the Chriftians, who were cither

murdered) or compelled to quit his dominions.

His fons, of whom Aurengezebe was the third, as ufual in the empire of Indoftan, at

difierent times confpired againft their father, and made war on him with various fuccefs,

till at length Aurengezebe having taken arms, under pretence of aflerting the'caufeof hit

brother Morad, he made his father prifoner; and though he allowed him the exteriors of fo-

vereignty, that monarch had no longer the government of the Itate, which Aurengezt-be

tookentirely into his own hands; difclatming, however, the fmalleft intention of either dif-

poflefTrng his father of his throne in his life-time, or wiiholding it from his brother Murad,

who he pretended had alone a right to it in cafe of his father's death ; bis other brothers

Dara and Sujah being, as he aflerted, difqualified for the fucceifion, becaufe the former

was an idolater, or worfliipper of fire, and the latter an heretic.

But Aurengezebe did not carry his hypocrify much farther : having engaged Morad to

march in purfuit of his brother Dara, then in arms, to aflert his. own rights, and having

offered Morad to accompany him in the expedition, he contrived to engage him in a de-

bauch with wine, and then feized and confined him in a fortrefs, as a violator of the laws

of Mahomet} and all the oficers of Morad^s army having immediately engaged in the inte-

reftsof the perfidious Aurengezebe, he afTumed the command of the troops, and continued

his purfuit of Dara.

But that prince flying before him with fuch rapidity that he was unable to bring him

to a battle, and Sujah, his other brother, having drawn together another army, and

threatened to interrupt his pn grefs, Aurengezebe found it necefTary to nfque an engage-

ment with his forces; in which, by the moft extraordinary inierpofition of unexpcdied

good fortune, he proved victorious,^ after having been once at the brink of deflruction; and

Sujah's army being entirely difperfed, he did not witho.i*: difficulty fave himlelf by

flight.

After this viAory, Aurengezebe, though Su}ah again endeavoured to make head againft

him, returned to Agru; where he found hit father Hill fafe in the cuftody of thofe to whom

he had entrufted the care of his perfon : and having fecured that city, and Delhi, againft

any
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anf attaclu, and committed his father to officers on whom he knew he might confide, he

turned his attention to both his brothers, Dara and Sujah) and the former having been be-

trayed by one whofe life he had tvvice faved, was immediately put to death, and his fon

{oliman foon after cut ofF by poifon.

Nor did Morad long furvive Aurengezebe, who never wanted pretences to get rid of thofe

wh > were obftacles tohisunjuildefigns. Having accufed him, though iHltin prifon, of mur*

ders and extortions formerly committed, he paiTed the form of a public trial} and being

condemned t<> death, the fentence was executed by cutting off his h'-ad.

Sujdh and his family were now the only impci ..nents to th« polTeffion of the imperial

throne-, and by afpirir liic<: that of Aurengezebe gr.uter difficulties might beeafily overcome.

The ties of blood weie never binding where a regard to them ftciod in the way of his am>

bition; and on the prcfent occ^fion, accident accompiiflted his wifhes, even without his

open interfercnc'. bujah having fled with his family toRukan, and claimed the proteflion

of the prince of that country, it was for fome time afforded to him } till Aurrngezebe hav-

ing difcovered his retreat, the king of Rakan was foon prevailed on to change his condu(2

towards Sujihj and the latter having expreflcd incautioufly his refentment for fome con-

ceived infult, he and his whole family were cut off, except one daughter, who had been

married 10 the prince, by whom he and the reft of his children were deftroyed.

Aurengezebe was now in the undidurbid poff-llion of the whole empire of India, which

he ruled withoui controul under his own authority, though in the name of the contined

monarch Sbak Jehan, his father : but the aufterities which hi had pra£lifed in order to

countenance his pretences to fandtity and holineA, and to render his real defignslefs difco-

verable, now brought upon him a violent and dangerous fit of ficknefs} nnd his fons taking

advantage of his fituation, cabals were formed, and the chiefs of the empire were en-

gaged to fupport their different pretentions, though their grandfather yet lived, and the

death of their father was more wifh.-d for by them ib^n expc^ed.

But whilft two parties were formed by the two fons of Aurengezebe, a third, with'

more appearance of juftice, meditated the refcue of Shak Jehan, and his re-eftablifhment

on the throne of Indoftan : yet the deflgns of thtfe f veral competitors were fruftrated by

an event defirableto neither of them; and this was, the recovery of Aurengezebe; who, on

the hril favourable change in his health, gave public audiences to the chiefs of the empire,,

that they might be convinced of the amendment; and as he continued to gain llrengch, he

lefumed by degrees the reins <.f governmi.nt, and difappointed the hopes and expei^ations

of his fons, his father, and the<rfeveral panizans and abettors.

Aurengezebe now threw off the ma(k, and openly feized the throne of his father; and

detcrmiiv d that the remembrance of the violent meafures by which he obtained the im"

pcr^al authority ihould be obliterated by the manner in which it (hould be exercifed, he

who made his way to a crown by treachery, unnatural cruelty, and fratricide, now go-

verned with fuch juftice, mildnefs, and lenity, that the mouth of complaint was flopped,

and even the imprifonment of his father was no longer confidcred as an adt of ungrateful

injuftice, whoa it was known that hisreftcaint was of the lighteftkind,.tbatite was .treated

with
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with rcfpc^^, anil that he wai indulged with all the pieafures he could enjoy, conAflent

with the abridgment of adtual liberty.

Nor in countries where the rights of defcent are fo commonly interrupted by the hand

of fupcrior power, and where a doubtful title is thennly probable chance for a govern-

ment which is not exercifcd in the extremeft tyranny, is it at all extraordinary, that the

prince who reigns well fhould be the favourite of his peopir, though he attained his power

by the moft atrocious a£ls of villainy, and the moft notorious breaches of filial and fra-

ternal duty. And perhaps fome excufe may be ofFc-rc-d even for the murders committed by

Aurengezebe on the perfons of his brothers and their familie«, from the Cxnfidcratinn that

if they had fucceedcd he would moft certainly have met the fame fate from theii nands.

We have already remarked that Aurengezebe was a moft confutnmate hypocrite, and

that he endeavoured to gain credit from the practice of fuch an extraordinary degree of

abftemioufnefs as injured his health, and endangered his life; yet the having eiFedtid all

bis purpofes cccaAoncd little or no alteration in his manner of life: what was at fiift con-

Araint, became at length habit} and when he was unqueftionahly the richeft, and pro-

bably the moft powerful prince in the world, he was fo little indulgent to his own appe-

tites, that his food confifted wholly of vegetables, his drink of water, and he flcpt upon

the ground, having no other bed than the fkin of fome wild beaft. ,

Yet though thus moderate, and even fparing to himfelf, his generofity towards thofe

vrho were about his perfon was unbounded ; himfelf plain and uncxpenfive, his court was

fplcndid and magnificent. Nor was his munificence confined to his own fubjedts alone; he

received ambafladors from all the courts of Europe and Afia, and every one of them tafted of

his liberality: not that bis munificence was undiftinguifliing ; to the ambafladors of thofe

powers who courted his alliance as a great and celebrated prince, his prefents were valu-

able and elegant} but to thofe who only invefted merchants and adventurers with public

charadlers, to anfwer the occafional purpofes of trade and commerce, his generofity was

proportionably fparing.

But Aurengezebe did notpreferve the fame dignity in every part of his condu6t; he was

an enemy to fcience and literature, though more probably from motives of policy than in-

clination i
he was well aware that the circumftances which made way for his acceflion to

the throne were of fuch a nature as to tranfmit his name with infamy to pofterity; and

that if the page of the faithful hiftorian fhould be ftained with the recapitulation of his

crimes, the reputation of thft great prince would be loft in the deteftation of the murderer,

the aflaflin, and the fratricide, and that the moft brilliant adions of his reign would not

obliterate the names of tyrant and ufurper: he therefore iflued exprefs injun^ions that no

.actions of his life or reign fliould be recorded; and he gave all poflible difcouragement to

genius and letters, that no hiftoriin might be found capable of a work, the elffed of which

would be injurious to the fame he i:ow (ought to acquire.

Yet the policy of Aurengezebe feemed in fome inftances to over-reach itfelf j the fanc-

Xity he profefted, and his pretended zeal for the doctrines of Mahomet, drew him into a

variety of difficulties, and in many inftances required the utmoft exertion of his talents to

refcue
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refctie him ^rom the extretneft dangers. Hit oppreffion and perfecutiMi of the OcntoM*

(or, ai the Mahometans diftinguiflied them, the idolaters) were produAive of repeated re-

bellions. The rajahs, omrahs, and nabobs, who, as we have before obferved, exercifed all

the power of fovereignty in their feireral governments, though thejr acknowledged « kind

of qualified allegiance to the Mogul, were at all timet ready to renounce this fubjeAion,

and take arms againft their acknowledged emperor, whenever the leaftftretch of his autho*

city afforded them any reafonable pretence) and the quiet of Aurengesebc'a reign was more

than oncedifturbed, and even his throne (haken, by the attempts of fome of thofe power-

ful chiefs, either to revenge injuries »&\u\\y received^ or iniults fuppofed to have beea

oifered.

Yet Aurengecebe chofe rather to fubdue thefe invaders of his peace by policy, than

meet them in arms{ when the increafing ftreogth of Emir Jemla, tlie moft powerful rajah

of the empire, and the governor of the vail province of Bengal, rendered the Mogul fufpi*

^ious of his intentions, he propofed to him the conqueft of the rich kingdom of Asen,

and painted to him the defencelefs ftate of that country, and the immenfe amount of the

expeded plunder; and when Jemla, who fully underftood the ftate of Aurengesebc'l

mind with regard to himfelf, required him to deliver up to him his wife and family, who
were detained at Agra, under the pretence of fafeCy, though in hSt as hoftaget for the

fidelity of the rajah j he feemingly complied with his rvqueft, difpatched to him his wife

and the younger branches of his family, but had the addrefs to keep his eldeft fon within

bis power, by appointing him to an office of high honour immediately about his perfon, and

thus efTcAually filencing any complaint of £mir Jemla, and fecuring his allegiance by this

valuable depofit; and the event of the attack of Azem folly anfwering the expedations of

Aurengecebe, and proving fatal to Jemla and his army, he got rid of a dangerous and

doubtful friend, and took care to divide the power he had enjoyed, by invefting Heft, his

own uncle, with the government of Bengal, thou^ he permitted the fon of Jemla to in-

herit his father's hereditary pofleffioni, and to enjoy an immenfe fum of ready-money

which he had accumulated, and added to both fuch appointments as he thought moft

likely to fecure his fidelity and attachment.

And when Seva Ji, another chief who was in the (mice of the tributary king of Vifia*

pour, but by the commiffion of various crimes, and by treachery both to his natural fof*^

reign, and to him into whofe fervice he had entered, had acquired vaft riches and poifer,

and obtained the pofleffion of many ftrong places, entered the dominions of Aurengesebe,

and even plundered the city of Suratj and though the caftle remained uncaptured, carried

off with him a ^oty equal in value to one million and a half fterling: Aurengesebe,

dtoogh he apparently armed to chaftife the invader, fought rather to reduce him by treaty t

and, having employed his great favourite Jefleyu to command the troops under Mau«n
his fon, the crafty old negotiator found means to draw off Seva from the purfuit of the

invafion, and to engage him in {he interefts and aAual fervice of his mafter, in confe-

quence of whichiM was received with tokens of friendOiip by Aurengesebe, who imme>

diaidy employed him in making war upon the mmurch whofe (mice he had defcdvd*

4D But
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• But irt one of the frcqnent vifits which Seva made to the court of Aurengezrbe, he huJ
pcivctration ertough to difcover, that under the mafic of friendfliip and confidence, that em-
petOT entertained jealoufics and fufpicions which might mod probably bicak out anJ
prove faral to him at fome convenient opportunity; and thcfe conjedlurcs being confirmed

by officious endeavours to prevent his rejoining the army he commanded^ Seva having

vA'tn the precaution to provide relays of horfes, and engage proper compairions for hi»

ffighr, took a fudtlcn and unexpected leave of Agra, and retreated with fuch atnasing ex-

pedition towards his own territories, that his own fon, who accompanied him, pcrifhcd

tt'ith fatigue ; but the rajah himfelf reached his dominions in fafety, and revenged the in>

tended treachery of the Mogul by a fccond plunder of Surat, in which he again fountJ

confiderable wealth, though he fpared the European factories; or they were more probably

protcdted from his attempts l^y being provided with cannon, and bein^ otherwife in a pro«

per ftate af defence. '•''•'

After this exploit Seva's power increafcd to fuch a degree, and' his territories were fo

extended by conqueda, that he would probably have proved a dangerous rival to Aurenge-

xebe, if death had not put a (top to his career, and* given that monarch a frefli opportunity

of difplaying his policy, in attaching his fon and fuccefTor to his intereft, by honours, dig-

nities and employments. The ktng of RaHan, the Sovereign who bad perfidioufly de-

ftroyed the fultan Sujah, the brother of Aurengezebe, though unqueftionabfy incited to

^at a£l by the lad-named monarch, became now the objedl of his vengeance; and the

pretence for the quarrel was his harbouring, in a part of his dominions, certain European

pirates, chiefly Portuguef?, to whom the king of Ralcan had not only afforded an afylum,

but had enabled them to extend their depredations, and to alarm and terrify the whole

coad, by permitting them to fortify the port of Chatagan in his dominions, the fituation

of which gave them the command of the principal part of the navigation in the Indian

fea, and left-at their mercy the commeree of the eadern world.

Yet it was by no means the intention of Aurengezebe to turn his arms againd this ned

«f pirates, whofe refolute defence might have been attended with confequences to which

the extirpation of them wouJd have been by.no means adequate ; he rather meant to make

them his indrument to humble the king of Dakan ; and having, by their aflidahce, ac-

complifbed the dedrudllon of their protestor, he was well aware they would dwindle into

fuch a date as would either place them beneath his wrath> or leav£ them open to it with-

out the power of oppofition.

To this end he entered i.jto a treaty with the Chridian robbers; and having engaged'

them by the rod liberal promifes to fecond his attempts, and having arfo called for the

aflldance of hts Europpin allies, among whom the Dutch only conplied with his demand*

and furniflied' hrm with two fliips; he fird attacked" and reduced the little ifland at the

mouth of the Gangps,.where a Portuguefe pried had" aflumed the titlt of king; and having

pofleded himfelf of this newly-created kingdom, he Ibon after reduced the town and port

of C'l^atajg^n; and having efFetSlually cruihed the power of the king bf.Dakan, he left hi»

ne^ allies to Ihift for themfelves,* expelling them frvtutheii' former 'ftrojlg h^lJii «id fof-

tifying^themforhi own purpofcs,

Some
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•• Some mifuiiilrfrftandings which had arif^n between Aurcngizebc and Sh^h Abbas th**

powerfMl monarch of Pcrfu, proJucul a fliort and incoaft-qucnlial war between thefe two

fovcreigns, in the courfe of which tl»e city of Kandahar more than once changed it's ma«

fters, but was at length too ftrongly fortifitd by the Pcrfians to be regained by AurengC'

7.ebv, and it r«muined In the hand» of the former, the war terminating without any deci-

fivcadilion, which both parties Teemed equally unwilling to rifque.

Nor was the. reign of Aurengezebe undiflurbcd by rebellions of the mod unnatural

liind, but, as we have already fliewn, too common in the empire of Indoftanj his fons,

availing themfclves of popular clamours, which the fevcrity of the emperor againft the

Gcntoos had occafioned in every part of his dominions, and which had b?en particularly

fomented by a claim which he had fet up to the territories and fortunes of a rajah of that

religion, and which had been demanded of his widow, and the requifition enforced by ths

(^ord-i they joined the injured princefs, and made actual war upon their father: but

Mahommed, his governor of (luzzerat, in which province the difputed territories lay,.

having in fume meafure convinced him of the injufticeof thefe proceedings, prevailed

on him to fubmit to an interview with the widow, whofe charms made fuch an impref-'!

fpn on~his heart, that he abandoned the conquefts he had already made, withdrew his

troops from her cflates, and left her in the, quiet enjoyment of the power and riches whicti,

had been bequeathed to her by her deceafed hufband. , • «!(v„'i •

It does nor appear how the fultans Mawzm and Azem conduced themfelves on thitr

occafion} the charms of the widow probably proved powerful enough to prote^ them

(torn the difpleafure of Aurengezebe, and procure their being included in thfr pacific,

treaty } but Sultan Akbar, the younged (on, though the favourite pf his father, and intended,

by him for his fuccelibr in the empire, not only continued in arms, but on receiving his

father's orders to turn them againfl Spmba, a rajah who had given him offence, he joined-

his troops to thofe of the rebel, and h/ivifig. muftered an army of feventy thoufand horfr,.

the confederates began their march againft Aurengezebe, who was then at the head of a

much finaller army at.Azmir, and,.from-the impctuofity with which the rebels advanced,r

was in a fituation of th^cxtremcftdanger.

Hut in moments like this, Aurengezebe had always rtfoarcesin the fertility of his own,

geni^$y. lyhich neyer failed to furnifli him with expedients to avert impending evils. On
this oc<;{4voO he ctitruftcd a faithful and favourite eunuoh with letters addreflfed to,

his fon,,,and framed fo as to nppear the courfe of a corrcfponJence, in which a'

plan had been concerted between him and his father to draw Somba and his adherents <

to Azmyn, for the purpofe of cutting them off} and with thefe letters the eunuch con-

trived to fall into the. bands of an advanced party of the rebel forces, who having read,

the conter^ts, and comnaunica ted them to the feveral leaders, fuch a diflruft was.enter--

tained by;l||ietn asycould not b-^ removed by eyen the moi^ folemn paths which, vvere taken,

by thq yoyng prince on< the Sacred Koran, that he was wholly unacquainted with the.

meaning,of thefe inflnuations; nor the befl founded fiiggefiivns of the real truth, that,

they were the fabrications of his father, and the efforts of his craft afid cunning; and,

thefe 9ppr«hcafioiu^f;the iadious chiefs- occaimed fuch » delay in their proceedings, as<

enabled
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enabled Auronzegebe to procure powerful reinforcements, and wholly changed the

probable fate of the eiifuing battle, which terminated in the total defeat of the infurgent;;,

the flight of Alcbar, who, by the afliftanceof feme Englifli gentlemen refident in Indoftan,

made his efcape into the Perflan dominions; and the death of Somba, who being taken

prifoner by the purfuers of the Mogul's army, was immediately facrificed to his vengeance..

Perhaps the alTiftance given to a rebel fon might irritate Aurengesebe againft the Englilh,

•r he might be ju(!ly jealous of the growing power of that natii<n, who had juft then re-

' ccived the pofleflion of the ifland of Bombay from the Portuguefe, in confequence of a

treaty made between the kings of England and Portugal, on the marriage of Charles

the Second with the Intanta^ daughter of the latter; and this ifland having been

ceded by the crown to the EngKfli Eaft-India Company, they had ftrongly fortified and

garrifoned it, in fpite of the attempts both of the Dutch and die emperor of Indoftan to

prevent a ftep which fecurui to England, not only a great part of the commerce of India,

but a very confiderable power to annoy that of other nations.

But whether he was influenced by* thefe motives, or adtuatcd by the intrigues of the

Dutch, who in one p;^ of the reign of Aurengezebe had employed fuch agents as knew

how to obtain his favoui^; certain it is that a war was commenced againft the Englifli, who,

in their turn, feiced the fliips of the Mogul wherever they were found, and confifcated

their cargoes; but having made an unfuccefsful attack on Surat, Yacub, who commanded

the Mogul forces in that part of India, landed twenty thoufand men on the ifland ofBom-

bay, and fooo reduced the Englifli governor totheneceflity of applying by immenfeprefents

and humiliating interceifions to Aurengezebe himfelf, who, after compelling the perfon

employed on this occafion to fubmit to the indignity of being brought into his prefence

i.i fttte's, co>:defcended to liften to their intreaties, and direded his general to withdraw

his troops !from Bombay ; the Englifli chief, whofe conduA had been offenfive to him, en«

gaging to leave Indoftan within nine months. In confideration of which ftipulation, he

a!fo promifed to indulge the Eaft-India Company with a new or renewed permiffion t«

trade within his dominions ; but they were, on their part, tomakereftitution of the fliips

and effeds of which the fubjeds of Aurengezebe had been plundered, or to account for

them in value.

Nor wu this moderation in the viAorious prince to be attributed wholly to thtf mild-

nefs of his difpofition ; it may perhaps be better accounted for from his tboroagh know>

ledge of thevaft power of England, and her ability to revenge hif availing himfelf of

his prefent advantages to drive matters to extremities : and this is the r.^ore probable, from

his condud on an application from Baroon, the Dutch ambaflador at bis court, to Iblicit

the expulfionof the Englilh, who he reprefented as an inconfiderable, worthlefs, and con-

temptible nation ; and having ftrongly urged the advanuges which might be derived froor

their being compelled to leave Indoftan, the emperor coolly anfwered, that if bis mafters

poflefled power fo very fuperior to that of the Englifli, it would be a very eafy matter for

thsQi to drive out their rivals, without his interference; and this propofition having flag-

gered the Dutch envoy, who found himfelf at » lofs for a reply, Aurengezebe increafcd

hit aftooifluBcm, by informing him that be WM wtU KqnaiMtd with the Aate vf Euepr,
and
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snJ knew that the country he was deputed to rcprefent was indebred to the gallantry and

fricndfhipof the EngliHination for fupporting it againft the attacks of the armiesof France;

and that without that protection from the ftate which defervedly held the balance of

power in Europe, the petty provinces which compofed the United States of Holland,

would have fallen an cafy prey to the invader. And this attempt lowered the Dutch fo

much in the efleem of Aurcngezebe, that the (hare they formerly enjoyed in his friendship

•was transferred to the Englifh, who he ever after treated with peculiar marks of regard.

Aurengezebe, from the moment he afcended the throne of Indoftan, had meditated the

conqueft of the kingdom of Golconda, but had been rcftrained from attempting it by the

powerful afliftance which Emir Jemla, already mentioned, condantly afforded to the mO'>^

narchofthat country. The death of ]c.ta\», however, removed that obftaclej and an expe-

dition was refolved on to reduce the devoted kingdom to the obedience of /iurengczebe

;

and the time it was undertaken feemed highly favorable to the de{lgn> as all rebeH'on

was at an end, the family animoflties had fubflded, and Mawzm, \m Ton, having been

reftored to his father's favour, with his permiiTion, aflumed the title of Shah Alam, and

was invefted with the command of the army which was deftined to this fervice.

The kingdom of Golconda was at this time governed by Abdallah, vvho though an

Arab, and a foldier of fortune, having married the youngeft daughter of Kothb, the late

ibvereign, was preferred by him to Mahinud, the fon of Aurc.igezebe, whofe.wife rvas

the eldeft daughter of Kothb; and that prince having, in breach of a folemn promife to

-Mahmud,r appointed Abdallah h<$ fucceiTor by his'will jheafcendedtbe throne of Golconda,.

though not without an unfuccefsful attempt by Mahmud to eftablifh a right which was

unqueftionabty much better founded than that on which Abdallah pretended to reign. .

But though, by the countenance andafliftanceof two powerful chiefsofhis kingdom, who
efpoufed his caufe, and drew to him their numerous dependants and adherents, Abdallah

<was foon enabled to fubvert the defigns of Mahmud; yet he found new rivals in the very

men who had contributed to raife him togreatnefs: and. he felt with regret, that his powers

werereftrained, andhiswifhes ungratiAed, whilft he remained under the diredion of thofe,

who having exalted him to a throne, thought themfelves intitlcd to govern his counfels,

and direct his meafures. .

Abdallah was rather an indolent prince, and inclined to indulge in eafe andpleafure;

llut the condutStof thefe ufurpsrs of his authority rouzed him to attention, and the gooq

fenfe which he pofleffed foon fuggefted to him the means of freeing himfelf from their ty-

ranny: he appointed Moufo Khan, one of thefe chiefs, to the fupreme command of his

armies; and ZafFer, the other, he conftituted ins duan, or prime minifter; forefeeing that

a competition between thefe two great officers would be the necefiary confequence

of his inverting them with powers which, though in different departments, would render

them jealous of each other, and produce fuch animofities as, weakening the interefts of both,

would leave each a prey to thofe deAgns which tended not only to deprive them . of their

dignities, but even their lives.

Nor was A4>dallah miftaken in his conjeAuret; the minifter foon accufed the general of

corru^nion and pcculationj and the charges being indifpuubly proved, he was removed

4 E from
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' from his employmsntej t-he riches he had amafTed feized for the ufe of the fovereign, and

'himfelf loaded with chains, and buried for life in a dungeon; and Abdallah feizing the

critical moment, afTumed himfelf the command of the army, which he foon modelled to

his purpofes, by the moft indulgent and ingratiating behaviour.

The duan, in the mean time, having feen the removal of his rival 'n power, gave aloofe

to his own arbitrary and avaricious difpoiltion; and having, bv ^kSIs of the grofTeft fraud

and tyranny, occafloned univerfal difTatisfaflion, and excited t le loudeft clamours againft

fiis adminiftration, he was, by the univerfal confent of the nation, deprived of the authority

he enjoyed, and fent into banifliment; and Abdallah left at lloerty to manage himfelf the

affairs of his kingdom, to which he applied with grea*' auiduity.

And this was the fituation of Golconda, when Aurcngezebe turned his arms againfl:

Abdallah, under the fpecious pretence of placing his fon Mahmud on the throne of that

k' igdom, in right of his wife, the eldeft daughter of Kothb, whofe claim could with no

colour of juftice be difregarded by Abdallah, who had only married the youngeft.

But Mawzm, who wasentrufted with the condudlof this expedition, though apparently

reconciled to his father, had never abandoned thofe ambitious views which firft excited his

rebellion; and thinking this a favourable opportunity to ftrengthen his interefts, he

entered into aireaty with Abdallah, concluded a truce with him, and by mifreprefenta>

tions and artful infmuationsof th? ftrength and power of that prince, induced Aurengezcbe

<to ratify the agreement he had made with him.

Yet this truce was but of Ihort continuance; for Aurengezebe having dcteAed the impo-

.fitions of'Shah Alam, and difcovered the motives by which he had been a£li:sted in grant-

ing it, commanded him to refiime the operations of war; and Shah Alam having refufr.d

40 obey thofe orders, under pretence of an oath, and of relig'ous fcruplcs, which would

not permit him tc attack a prince of the fame faith ; Aurengezebe put himfelf at the head

of his army, which was reinforced by a body of European mercenaries, and a train of

.artillery, and accompanied by.his fon.Azem, who was alfo at this time in hisi favour, he

undertook the war in perfon; and having firft reduced the city of Bagnagar, he drove

Abdallah into the capital of his kijigdom, which he fet down to beflege in form.

But this fortrefs proved too ftrong for his moft vigorous attacks, though carried on

with a fpirit hitherto unknown in the caft; and Aurengezebe would have been compelled

to abandon the enterprize, if he had not found means to corrupt the governor, who com-

•manded under Abdallah, and engage him treacheroufly to furrcnder his mafter, and the

place committed to his charge, to the rmperor of Indoftan; who reje(3i.ng th; propofal of

i\bdallah to hold his kingdom as his tributary, and refufing to accept fuch p-tfents as

were olFcred by the latter to procure thsl treatment which, as a conquered prince, he was

.w'-. entitled to receive, ft-ipped him of the enfigns of royalty, and fent him into clore

confincrnent, on a paltry allowance of litile more than forty {hillings a-day, which was

however afterwards enlarged, at the inftancc of the more generous Azem, who had at firft

iinavaiiinj;ly interpofed in behalf of the fallen idonarch.

Yet it does ns ^pear that the conqueft of Golconda was compleat; for we find, feveral

yea<»
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yein after, ftt of the fons of Abdallab fitting on his throne, and paying tribute for his

kingdom to .ne thenrpignin^ Mogul.

The invafion of Golconda feems to have compleated the martial exploits of Aurenge-

xebe; who, in the year 1707, about ten or twelve years after this event, finiflied a very

^n^ lifie, dying at the age of ninety, at Ahmednagar, one of his palaces, leaving direc-

tions to extend the feverity which he praAifed in his life-time, even to tlie grave, in which he

ordered his body to be interred as an ordinary dervife or prieft, with no other dif*

tinAion than the diftribution ofa fmall fum to the poor at "he time of wis funeral.

Aur^ngezebe alfo left a will of a moft extraordinary purport: for he ordered his domi-

nions to be 'divided among his fons, in equal p rts, without appointing the particular

4>ortions which iRbquld fall to the (hare of each; a will which Teemed calculated to pro*

(luce the efFecls which we Ihall have occafion to mention hereafter.

The character of Aurengezebe was fo Angularly extraordinary, ihat it is not an eafy

natter to defcribe it with preciiion. In his own perfon he was abftemious to a degree of

mortification Tj
and in his drefs plain, even to meannefs} yet on public occaflons he was

fplendid and magnificent. He was cunning and defigning, yet his craft fometimcs pro-

duced efFe£^s dangerous to his own fafety, and deftrudive to the peace of his empire; for

as he endeavoured to avoid diflatisfadion among the chiefs of his kingdom, by overkoking

their errors and pardoning their offences, fo this indulgence was rather imputed to fear

than tomildnef: cf difpofition, and was returned in infolence to himfelf, and oppreffion

') their inferiors : and this was the reafon why his troops were ill-difciplined, cowardly,

and. rapacious; and his court filled with Unprincipled and lawlefs rajahs, nabobs, and om-
rahs, who perpetrated the worfl of crimes without reftraint, under an afTurance that they

would pafs unnoticed by Aurengezebe; who, when any complaints were preferred againfl

them, was accuftomed to content himfelf with a declaration, that he left their offences to

the puhifhment of Heaven. '

.

Yet it does not appear that Auregenzebe was himfelf inclined to treat the meaneft df

his Tubjedts, with cruelty ; on the contrary, he was tender even to abfiirdity in laying

burdens of taxation on them for his private ufe; and actually condefcended to knit or

work caps and turbans with his own hands, and to fell them to his chiefs, for mon"" to

fupply the trifling expences necefPary for the fcanty maintenance tn which lie had limited

himfeir. and though, as he grew old and infirm, and lefs able to Work, he appropriated

the revenues of fome particular cities to his fupport, yet even thefe were fo fmall, that at

his death, h's own private treafury, which he kept apart from that of the ftaf* , did not

contz' ; u X .^t'' much exceeding feven thoufand pounds fterling. And this will appear the

mort -\tr- uiiriary, when it is confidered, that after all hiscohquefls, and when the em-
pire >«.! lx't\'ste of perfe6°c tranquillity, the annual public revenues fcarce amounted

to lefsthi. >. ortv millions fterling; the greater part of which Immenfeirtcdme was ex-

pended in the paymeiit and fupplies of his armies ^nd in the appointments of his go-
"Vcrnors, arid other officers, civil and ^nilitar}'; thdu|ha vaftf6'ni Wasfbund in the public

treafury, after the death of this mdharch, and he had' enrith^d the regalia of his 'im-

:{>crial,crown with many very, valuable and cof!ly jewels. '
'

.
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Aurengezebe was of low ihture, his habit thin, his nofe 'prominent, sind hiseyin lirely

and penetrating; as he advanced in years, he bent undtfr the weight of thehi, and fup.

ported himfelf on a plain forked flick. His drefs, as we haVe before ob&rv^d, was mote
plain than thatof themeaneftof his icrvants; and it has beien'remarked by travetldrs, that

theexpence of cIoa.hing him from head to foot, ih 'the garb he'cohimonly wore, eoulil

not have amounted to forty {hillings.

His courfc of life was regular and exemplary ; he rbfe and bathed befoffc 'the fuh

appeared, and afterwards dedicated a portion of time to his devotions ; he then breakfafted,

and having fpent about two hours in the difpatch of buiinefs with his minifters and offi-

cers, and in giving audience both to foreign ambafladors, itid to the chiefs of his own

empire, he returned to his prayers ; and thefe performed, he employed hinifelf in manual

labour till the hour of taking his dinner, which confiiled wholly of vegetables, drefled in

the plaineft way : after he had dined, he refumed his private'occupations, unlefs any ur-

gent affair of flate required his immediate attention, and having in the courfe of the after-

noon and evening, twice repeated his a£ls of devotion, he retired early to his fleeping

apartment, though not to refl, as he feldom indulged in more than two or three hours

flcpp; employing the reinaining hours of i 1 rrtirement in reading the Koran, or Sacred

M.:hometan Text. And though it is not e.;' count for his acquiring a habit of being

fufficlently refrefhed, in the (mail portion of .. allotted to fleep, yet the other parts of

his regimen were i;o doubt conducive to his health, and well calculated to prolong tiie

exiflenceof a weakly and difordercd conftitution.

But abflemioufiiefs, and apparent mortification, are by no means proofs of humility;

Aurengezebe, under the meanefl appearances, was proud, vain, and oftentatious; he ar-

rogated to himfelf the mofl lofty and founding titles, and pretended to an extent of do-

minion, which had never yet been claimed by any potentate: he diredled his fubje£ls to

flilehimthe conqueror of the world, and the reftorer and protetJlor of religion; and he

afFc£ted to believe, that his authority extended over three fourth parts of the globe; and

fupported thefe ridiculous pretcnfions, by difclaiming the dominion of the remaining quar-

ter, in an afl of the mofl fupcrcilious oftentation^ it bein^ his conflantcuflom to tear off

one of the corners of every paper he figned, in teftimony of this modefl renunciation.

Hidorians have been fiknt with rcfpeil to the marriages of Aurengezebe, ai^d his general

(;hara£ler with regard to female attachments ; that he was not unfufceptible of the ten-

der patron, appears from his condudl towards the widow of JefTom , Saya ; and

from his partiality to fome of his fons, and the greater favour fhewn to them Fn preference

to the others, it does not appear improbab^", that they were the 'fruits of different mar-

riages.
,

-,
'

.

The. will of Aurengezebe produced fuch confequendes as might' naturally "be expeSe(|:

Azem, though the third fon, having bten firfl mentibhed in the will, thought himfelf iii-

titlcd to the p( (Ft iTion of th/e capital, )|i>d .tP.,af^prriority over his Jbrptj^ers'; and having

brnughi ever the armies of his father to his rntereft, he advanced at the head of (hem to-

wan's the city of Agra; but hts brother Mawzm, or Shah Alam, being determined to

iifpute th«fe points with himj levied an army oTEdrlc and^oot,- to'Uie number of three

hundred
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Ifjndrecl thoufand; and the force of Azem beihg nearly equal, thcfe mighty armies engag<:d

in a battle, in which Azem was killed, and his troops totally defeated ; and his brother

Kambu(h, or Kimbofch, having raifed another army, and made an attempt to obtain pof-

fcflion of his Oiare of the empire, was in like manner overthrown and flain by Shah Alam;

who, being now without a rival, eftablifhed himfelfon the throne, and added to his other

titles that of Kothboddin, or Axle>treeof Religion,

But the reign of Shah Alam, like thofe of his .liiceftors, was diflurbed by inteftine

broils, and his tr. (uillity invaded by unnatural confpiracies againft him by his own fons;

and as he inherited but a very fmall portion of the capacity or fpirit of his father, and was

very far advanced in years at the time he obtained the crown, his difficulties and dif-

trefles proved too powerful for his conftitution, and he fell a facrifice to grief, chagrin,

and diflatisfadlion, at the age of feventy-feven, and after a fhort reign of only fix years.

Shah Alam having left four fons } Azem al Shan, or Shah } Jehander Shah ; Rafya

Shah; and Jehan Shahj the three laft-named princes formed a confederacy againft

their elder brother, and defeated and flew him in battle: but no fooner was this object

of their general envy removed, than difputes and quarrels commenced between the three

furvivors, which terminated in the deaths of Rafya Shah and Jehan Shah ; and Jehander

Shah mounted the throne without a competitor.

But his reign was of ihort duration; for proving a weak and voluptuous prince, aban«

doning himfelf wholly to the pieafures of the feraglio, conferring the moft diftin*

guifliing marks of his favour on the meaneft of his people, and placing his higheft conii«

denceon thofe who were leaft worthy of it, a confpiracy was formed in favour of his ne-

phew Mohammed, the fon of his brother Azem al Shan, who was unqueftionably the

right heir to the throne; and Jehander being defeated and dethroned, Mohanuned was fa-

luted emperor of Indoftan: but having, on his firft acceflion to the throne, permitted himfelf

to be governed entirely by thofe who had raifed him, and ftruggling to /hake off a yoke

which began to grow intolerable, hisdefigns were difcovered by the watchful chiefs, wh«,

in order to avert the gathering ftorm which threatened toburft over their heads, combijied

againft theirfovereign; and having dethroned, and at firft blinded him, they afterwards

deprived him of his life.

Rafya, or Raffael al Dirjaat, the nephew of the late emperor, was now feated on the

throne; but, after a reign of three months, being found unfit for the purpofes of thofe who
placed the crown on his head, he was removed by poifon, and his elder brother Rafya, oK

RafFael al Dowlat, was advanced to the imperial dignity.

This prince, who was neither remarkable for fplendid talents or an enterprlzing (p'ltit,

fufFered himfelf to be governed entirely by the great officers of the empire; and was there-

fore permitted to die a natural death, after a very ihort and unimportant reign, in the

year 1720.

Moharhmed, the fon of Jehan Shah, and great grand/on of Aurengezebe, now mounted
the throne; but, like his immediate predeceflTors, he at firft fubmitted to the direAions of

^li; wh« were the principal ajbettors of his claim to the royal authority; among thefe

* F Haflan
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Haflan AH Khan, and Seyd Abdallah Khan, hU brother, held theiirft places, and ufurped

all the powers of government, leaving to Mohammed theempty title only of emperor.

But this monarch was quickly rouzed to a fenfe of his fituation; and, determined to get

ridof thefedifgraceful fliackles, he foon found a pretence to cut olF Haflan j and Abdallah,

dreading the fame fate, fled from his court; and having drawn together an army, he re-

leafed Ibrahim, the fon of Rafl^ya, fiom a prifon, and declared hi^m emperor; and having

feized the imperial throne at Delhi, which had been enriched by Shah Jchan and Aurenge-

eebe, with je'»els to the value of many millions fterling, he turned it into ready-monev,

which he employed in the payment of his troops, and engaging others to embark in his

caufe; and having by thefe means raifed an army of fifty thoufand horfe, he ventured to

encounter Mohammed, who was on his march to the city of Delhi. But fortune proved

favourable to the arms of that prince; the rebel army was totally defeated, and both Ab-
dallah and Ibrahim were made prifoners : and, what will appear extraordinary to thofe who
have obferved how unfparingly eaftern conquerors have been accuftomed to deal out their

revenge, Mohammed contented himfelf with remanding Ibrahim to his former place of

confinement; and after reproaching Abdallah for his treachery and infidelity, he dire^ed

the wounds which he had received in the battle to be drefied and carefully attended; or-

dered him to beconduiSted to magnificent apartments; and permitted him t6 be indulged

with his ufual number of fervants, and to be fupplied with whatever might tend to the re-

eftabliOimrnt of his health, and to render his light reftraint lefs irkfome to him. But Ab-
dallah did not long enjoy the kindnefs of his mild and merciful fovereign; his wounds

proved mortal, and no lefs than forty-five of hit wives and miftrefles claimed the pri-

vilege of being burnt with his body.

Having now (haken off the yoke of miniflerial influence, it might hav? been expe«Sled

that Mohammed would have Cinrned his attention to the welfare of his people, and em'-

ployed his uncontefted power in providing for the ftability and encreafing the dignity of

his throne; and that the interval of peace, which nowenfued, would have enabled him to

ftrengthen his interefts and place himfelf above the reach of future attempts, by model-

ling his civil government,' introducing difcipline and fubordination into his army, and

conciliating the regards of his fubje£ts.

But indead of producing thefe falutary efFf^s, the prefent moments of fafety were de-

voted to luxury and voluptuoufnefs ; like his infatuated predeceflfors, Mohammed retired

ra the pleafures of the feraglio, and left his devotid people at the mercy of favourites,

raifed to the heights of power, not for their abilities or integrity, but as the capricious re-

wards beftowt-d by an inglorious monarch on thofe who could meanly (loop to iJattcr his

vices and minifter to his pleafures ; and, under fuch officers, it will not appear extraordi-

nary that Indoftan foon became the objedof attacks from without, andafcene of broils,

animofities and confufion, within.

The kingdom of Viziapour, as we have before remarked, was never fo compleatly con-

quered by Aurengeaebe, but that one of their own princes had continued to govern it; and

t^e MabarAtUS, or inhabitants of this naturally ftrong part of Indoftan, bad maintained

a kind
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g kind of independency, more or lefs perfe£l, as their ftruggle« w«re attended with a greater

or lefs 'Cgree of fuccefs. But thefe continued contentions rendered the Miharattas a war*

nice people; and the frequent changes in the imperial government having left them un*
difturbed for a number of years, they availed themfelves of this opportunity to ftrengthen

their hands, and were at this tirne in a condition to invade the dominions of Mohammed
with an immenle army, amounting, according to the accounts of travellers, to no lefs than

two hundred thuufand hoife.

PolTcfled of this force, they made frequent incurftons into the imperial territories) and

the terror of thiir arms having fpread, the bordering provinces were depopulated by the

flight of their inhabitants; and Mohammed was compelled to awake from his lethargy of
pleafure, and pre pare to repel the attacks of thefe powerful invaders, and fecure the fafet/

of thofe parts of his dominions which lay neareft and moft expofed to ihefe warlike

people.

But Mohammed had neither fpirit or a^ivity enough to take upon himfelf the command
of the army appointed to this fervice; the important truft was committed to Nezam, an

eld and ex^ierienced officer, who had (ervt.d under the banners of Aurengezebe, but whoie

allegiance to the prefent ecgperor was merely dependent on the advantages he derived from

it in the enjoyment of governments and places of honour and profit, in which be exer-

cifed, without controul, hisdifpofition to tyranny, rapacity, and opprefHon.

It was not the interefl of fuch a general to repel the Maharatta powers too readily, or tp

finifh the war too fuddenly : lie trifled with them till they had over<run fome of the

richeft provinces of the empire; but when they advanced towards the capital, and threat-

ened to make themfelves mafters of Agra and Delhi, Nezam led his troops to give them

battle; and having gained a compleat victory, compelled the remains of the defeated array to

retire to Dekan; whither, however, either from motives of policy or prudence, he did not

think fir to follow them.

But fuch important fervices, whilfl they rendered Ntzam powerful and confpicuousy

ferved to awaken the jealouly of Kandoran, a favourite of Mohammed, who had gained too

great an afcendcncy over this wea^; and volup uous prince; and this minion of the emperor

having f cured to his interefls fome other worthlefs chiefs, a confederacy was formed

againft Nezam, and pUns were laid to deprive him of his command and his life; and that

general having received intelligence that he could not, coufiflent with his fafccy, vifit the

imperial court, refufed to obey the fummons of his mafter; and, confciuus that fuch an

ad of difobtdience would excite attempts to revenge it, he formed a party with other dif-

conttntcd chieftains, and invited the then reigning monarch of Perfia to invade thofe domi-

nions, which duty, allegiance, and natural affection, fhould have infligated him to defend

Jgaiiift every foreign attempt.

Nadir Shah had made his way to the throne of Perfia by the exertions of flrong na-

tural fcnfe and invincible courage; but the country he governed had been exhauftvd of

her riches by long and continued contefls, which had interrupted her trade, comimrcc, and

even agriculture ; and as intefline wars bad infpired the inhabitants with a martial fpirit.

Nadir Shah was well aware that the beft means be could ufe to prevent his newly-acquired
- authority
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authority from being (haken by rebellions and infurreftions, was to find employment for

the arms of his fubjedts, and to lead them to the conquers of fome neighbouring kingdom

)

and he was induced to accede, without hefitation, to the propofitions of Nezam and his

adherents, from the profpedt of replcnifliing his exhaufted treafury, enriching his partizans,

and employing thofearms in adding tohis power which would otherwife be moft probably

engaged in attempting to reduce it.

Influenced by thcfc confiJerations, and aflured by the confpirators, in which number

Saadit Khan, one of the moft powerful omrahs of the Mogul empire, had now engaged,

that little oppofltion was to be feared from a diflatisiied people, governed by a weak and

indolent prince, abandoned to his pleafures, and immured in his fcraglio} whofe armies

were ill paid, and worfe difciplined, and whofe nobles were difcontented and ripe for re->

volt} Nadir Shah put himfelf at the head of one hundred and twenty-five thousand horfe,

troops whofe courage he had proved, and who had been trained to duty under his own im«

mediate eye, and began his march againft the empire of Indoftan.

Nor had he been deceived by the accounts he had received from the confpirators, of the

difpofitions of the Mogul chiefs; many of them not only fubmitted to the invader, but

joined him with thofe forces which they had been intrufted to command for the defence

of thofe provinces which they now furrendered to Nadir Shah, who, having made himfelf

mafter of Gazin, after a faint refiftance, advanced to Kabul, which was vigoroufly de-

fended, but was at length taken by ftorm, and the brave governor and his fon paid for

their fidelity by the immediate forfeiture of their lives to the dcfpicable revenge of a cruel

conqueror.

The rapid progrefs of the Perfian arms at length rouzed Mohammed from his in-

glorious and fatal flumber ; and, having levied an army, he took the field in perfon, but

unfortunately committed the command of the troops to Nezam, with whofe treachery he

was wholly unacquainted, and prepared to meet the fuccefsful Perfian, who had by this

time advanced within two hundred and fifty miles of Delhi, and within one hundred from

Labor.

The oppofltion of the Indian army would unqueftionably have put a (lop to the pro-

grefs of the invader, if it had been fupported by the foubahs, or governors of the diftant pro-

vinces; but as thefe had been wholly neglcdled by the Mogul, and were now courted, ca-

refTed, and gratified with liberal promifes by Nadir Shah, they were eaflly prevailed on to

renounce their allegiance to their old mafler, whofe fortunes appeared to be declining, and

to enlift themfelves under the banners of an adlive, enterprizing, and conquering monarch.

Thus encouraged, Nadir Shah purfued his route to Peyfhur, where he encountered and

totally defeated an advanced detachment of Mohammed's army, under the command of

Nazir, a brave, vigilant, and faithful officer, who was himfelf made prifoner; and though

the numbers of the Mogul army were immenfe, and it was fupplied with a train of feven

)iundred pieces of artillery, yet this partial defeat ftruck fuch terror into the fouls of

the voluptuous Mahommed and his enervated minifters, that they had not refolution

enough to proceed againft the victorious Perfians, who now made hafty advances towards

the n^etropolis.
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But Nadir Shah, who waft now fo remote from his own dominions that he could not

draw fuccours from them without difficulty and danger, found it necefTary to conceal his

purpofcs under an appearance of juftice and candour, in order to lefl'en the oppofitioR

which a band of hoftile invaders might naturally expe«£l to meet, and which might render

reinforcements to his army abfolutely ncceflary. He gave out that he had no intent to

conquer the empire of Indoflan, or to annex any part of it to that of Perfia ; but that he

undertook this expedition for the fole purpofe of protecting his faithful ally, the emperor,

from the encroachments of the idolatrous part of his fubjedts, the warlike Maharratas )

and he ratified thcfe affurances by a folemn oath, though he at the fame time demanded a

fum equal to five millions fterling out of the imperial treafury, as an indemnification for

the expences of this friendly undertaking.

Mean time the conllernation of the unfortunate Mohammed encreafed every hour ; and

though he had an army of two hundred thouraiid men, and his camp was fortified with

five hundred pieces of cannon, yet, under the influence of his own appreh:nfions, and the

pcrfuafions of the traitor Nezam, he remained wholly inadiive, whilft Nadir Shah having

croflfed the river Attoc, made himfelf mailer of Labor, a city of great importance, and

the key of the empire of Indoftan; and having given his troops a week's repofe at this

place, then continued his march towards Mohammed, his army being by this time encreafed

toone hundred and fixty thoufand men, from the additions made to it by the factious and

faithlefs fubjeiSts of the Mogul.

In this fituation, the laft-named prince, well knowing that his army confided of an un-

difciplined rabble, neither zealous in the royal caufe, nor well-aiFe£led to the perfon of

their emperor } and dreading the confequences of a battle, in which he had every reafon to

believe the cowardice and difafF.>dlion of his troops would occafion the defertion of the

greater part of them, waited the approach of Nadir Shah with the moft anxious apprehen-

fions-, whilft the invader, rather furprized at the magnitude and countenance of the In-

dian army, and convinced they were fo well poiled that he could not diflodge them with-

out great rifque, felt himfelf inclined to an accommodation, and adlually made advances

to the Mogul on this fubjedl.

But this would have proved deilru£live to the purpofes of Nezam ; and under his re-

prefentations to Mohammed, that thefe propofitions of Nadir Shah were the cfFeifls of

fear, and that he might from thefe circumftances judge of the wcaknefs of his opponent,

whofearmy was dwindling, and having devoured the face of the country they had left

behind them, and being now checked in their progrefs, would foon be reduced to the ne-

ceffity of furrendering, or of attempting a retreat, in which they muft be dcftroyed by fa-

mine ; the mifguided monarch liftened to thefe ilUfounded fuggeftions; and having refufed

to treat with the Perfian, hoftilities were continued, and Muhammed had the mortifica-

tion to perceive his army, in the courfe of two or three days, diminiHied to the amount of

fcventeen or eighteen thoufand men, who had been cut off in two or thre<^ difi^erent fkir-

tniflies, in which the lofs of the enemy was very inconfidcrable.

Nor were thefe lofles fufficient to open the eyes of the deluded emperor. Bunyed up by
falfe hopes, and fluttered by the ailurances of the perfidious Nezam, that the army oif
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KaJir Shah wns ditnln?ft»d in rtie fame proportion, he determined <orir<|ue tlie event of

"a battle } n refolution which v/vs no Iboner made public, than he found himlelf dei'ortcj

ijymnch the largcrlvilf -of his army.

It wa^ now thiit he drfcovered, though too Inte, his in>ppudenae inreje^ing the oftlra

'df't'hf: invader ; he was compelled, in his turn, to propOfe a treaty, iin^r greater djladvaiu

tagcs thnn thole which Nadir bhah li<b' urtd under whtn he was the foliciting P^rtv; hia

•anny being'thcn warm in their attachment to him, and faithftti in their duty,'whi 111 Mo-
'Ittnrmcd had a'rcady loft one half of iiis troops, and had no reafon to place the liiulleft

llcgrce of confidence in the courage or fidelity of thofe who yet remained with him.

Ye,t the Perfirn monarchicnew too well the advantage of obtaining the accomplifliment

of his wilhes by n.gociation rather than by force, to hefitate a moment in lifteoing to

applications made by his private friend Ne«am in perfon, who was received by him with

particular marks of attention; though, to avoid fufpicion, he was accompanied by Azem,

another officer of high rank in the court of Mohammed : and Nadir Shah having now

augmented his demand to twenty croresof rupees, or twenty*five millions fterling, that

enormous fum was agreed to be paid to him; and the preliminaries of a formal treaty hav-

ing been prepared and figned, the Mogul vifitedthe Ton of the' conqueror the next day,

and was foon after received by Nadir Shah himfelf in histent.

-It is hardly 'pdflHJle-to conceive a more humiliating iituation than that of Mohammed

in this interview. Confcious of his own hereditary rights, he was now to retain the en^

joyment of them by an abje£t fubmilHon to a prince whofe rank was inferior to his own,

and that rank alfo cbtaincd by violence, and founded in the deftruAion of the royal raoe

-whofe fceptre he had wrongfully aflumed; and from the known brutality and haughtiiMfs

of the ufurper, he had not the fmallefl reafon to expetSl the refpcft which was due to

"him, or even the comrion forms of civility.

Nor was he deceived by his apprehenfions ; for though, on his firft introduAion into

-the tent of the conqueror, he requefted the fallen monarch to accept a part of the feat tf

ftate, yet he had the mortification to be treated in themoft contemptuous manner; the

infolent Perfian reproaching him in the moft indecent terms for his conduA on his offer

-of accommodation; and accnfing him of wanting due refpe£t and poUtenefs in negleA-

'ing to fend ambafladors to compliment him on his RrA entering the Indian territories.

Nor did the proud invader ftop here; he proceeded to arraign him of indolence, iridif-

'Cretion, imprudence, want of attention to the affairs of his government, and mean fub-

-nulHon to the Maharatta infidels : he charged him wi:h havingpermitted them to over-

rnn his empire, and with having condefcended to purchafe peace with them at acpnfide-

rable price, when a proper exertion of his own ftrength would have enabled h4m to exptl

them Vom the empire. He then exhibited a formal complaint, that a Perfian Ambsi&d^r

had been murdered in the Mogul dominions ; and though ;he. admitted tb»t ihe a^t w»s

• perpetrated by fome oi the military adherents of a rebellious rajab, yet he demanded fa-

tisfadion from Mohammed in language which denoted a determination not to be refufed.

This was treatment equally afk>nifhing and injurious to the fovcreign of one of the

.^neateft empires inthewwld; yet, the iituation of Mobxanaed coispcllsdJiim tofujbmit
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to it without ^omplaiiU ; And the Perfian having ^t length condefccntlcil to afTure him that,

in confidenition oF his defcent (rem the race ot' Tamerlane, whofe condudLhad jiot bee^

unffiendly tothe houfc from whence he pretended to derive his lineage, he flioulJ not de-

prive him of his croyvn, hut (hould continue his march to Pelhi, as >vell to give h^
troops fomc jri-frefliinciit in that metropolis, as to receive the fum he ha^ c^ad.i'd ; he per-

,iittcd the wretched Mogul to return to his campi probably uncjer »n appreheiiHon ^hat,

in cafe of his immediate detention, dofpair might urge hi^ foUoyvcrs to attempt^ w.hic|i

their natural courage would never infpirc them to make( and on the departure of Mubam-

med from his tent, he distributed veils among his attendants, but diftinguilhcd Nezani

'by a prefent of a horfe, th6 higheft mark of a Persian's eHeem.

Thus the two armies continued encamped in.the neighbourhood of each other ; that of

Mohammed decreafing, and that of Nadir Shah increafing in,numbers : the partifans, or

lif^ht troops of the Perilan army, making frequent attacks on the out-pods of (he Mi^gul'^

camp, and cutting off daily fuch numbers, as to deftroy and make prifpners at leaft Afceeit

thoufand, bcfidesthofe who fell intbe battle. Nor were thefe (kirmifhes Attended with any

conflderable lofs to the Perftan; the Hindoos, who compofed tbeprinxrip^l pa^t of Mo-
•hammed't army, being without doubt the worft difciplined and mpd coyvardly troops

upon the face of the earth} fo that fmall parties of Perfi^ns. frequently fouted and put to

flight bodies of this miferable multitude^ fo f^ fMperior in n^pnbers to the vigors as tp

render them the objeAs of univerfal contempt.

Nor was the Mogul carpp, though in their own cpqQtfy, ,and among th^irfrien4s, 9^

well fupplied.with prQvilloas.as that of N^dir S^ah. In the former no ceconomy prevailed;

all was confufion And dif^rder: no joagazipes were provid^} and fhpfe.who would havje

fupplied the ^narkets, were deterrod from attending th^m by the fuperiqr pQ^iirer of the

-Perfi^ns, in whofe camp all order and regularity pr«v»il()d. And the peafants vyere com-

-ptUed to bring in the produce of ,their lands by fmall dctacbnoeots which .wei:e dire<ke(l

to fcour the country and difcover it's rcfour^es.

3ut though the army of Mohammed dwindled, it did not difperfe, according to the ex-

pectations of:Nadir Shah, who grew angry at the difappointment; and the former having beeft

obliged, by. the fcarcity of provifions, to alter the ppfition of his camp, the Perflatis took

advantage of this mpvementj and havii^ plundered the country, whi^h nofv ret^iained un-

-prote^led, mafTacred the inhabitants, and fejzed and carried pfftyyenty-rfour of the eav-

-peror's elephants: and the MpgMl army again encamping in force, the Perfian monarch

became highly offended; and having colourably arretted Nezam in his cannp, he rignific4

'his commands to Mohammed to attend him the next morning in his tent, and to bring

with him Subiland Khan, and two other principal omrahs.

But Mohammed, alarmed at, a;mandate which at any rate pffenfive, was.deliyered in

fo imperious a^ftile, .asitor^i)^'^''^^^ purport of it extremely fufpicious, held a council pf

war with all the chiefs of his arjny ,the fame night, and propofed to ^heni either to make

one defperate effort to xid themfelves pf thefe lawUfs invaders, or to fubn>it to fuch terms

as they ihoald chufe to impofe : the latter was, bp.wever, his own deterniination} though

herather.wiihBdthcpfopoiUiAf\in^9.Mld c/94infi /(P^i ?Dy pther ^mputh tl}an his owii, and

adluaiiy
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g£tua1ly talked of avoiding the difgruccby adofeofpoifon. For when Subiland, and the other

ofEcc-rs of his army, ofFcrtrd to lead the troops to combat, he trifled in fuch a manner as

to difgufl the valiant Subiiand; and Nadir Shah being informed of this circumftance, in-

vited him to his camp, and promifed him honours and employments | offeri which thedif-

contented chief immediately accepted; and, by his defertion, at once efTaced every

idea of oppoPition from the mind of tiie pufillanimous Mohammed, and highly gratified the

wary Perfun, who now Taw the accomplifhment of his wiflies within his reach, without

the hazard uf a battle, which it wis every way his intereft to avoid.

Nor was th: ill-fated Mohammed Icfs fatisfied with a pretence for endeavouring to pre-

ferve his life, at the expence of what he ought to have more hi^ly valued, his honour, his

reputation, and even mod probably his imperial title: but wholly forgetful of the duty he

owed both to his country and to himfelf, he made the defeAion of Subiiand, and fonie

other chiefs who accompanied him, a pretext for furrendering himfelf into the hands of

the Perfian, who immediately imprifon;d him in a tent erected for the purpofe in the

front of the Perfian camp, which was guarded by a thoufand horfe. And here the con-

queror afFc£led to treat the royal captive with fome little degree of refpcfl, in permitting

his cmprefs and his fon to remain with him; and indulging him with the attendance of fuch

of his chiefs as were accuftomed to be about his perfon in domedic employments, though

none of his military commanders were fuffered to approach him.

'

Towards the clofe of the fame day in which Mohammed put himfelf into the hands of

the invader, he was directed to vifit the conqueror in his tent, and to give an account of

his military cheft and other efFeAs-, which, as well as the valuables of the fevcral omrabs

vrho had remained faithful to his caufe, were immediately feized by the Perfian: and fome

part of this booty being diftributed among his needy and rapacious followers, the remain-

der was appropriated to his own ufe; and the degraded monarch of Indoftan, being per-

mitted, about midnight, to return to his prifon tent, fuch meafures were taken in his

name as occafioned the entire difperfion of the Mogul army.

Nadir Shah having now no enemy to fear, difpatched detachments of horfe to take pof-

feflton of the metropolis, and fecure the riches which (hould be found there from being re-

moved or fecreted; whilft he himfelf proceeded on his march, by a flow and eafy progref-

fion, with his feraglio in his front, under the guard of four thoufand horfe; the main body

of bis army, under his own immediate command, next in order of march : the captive em-

peror at fume little diftance from this body, guarded by twelve thoufand horfe; and in the

rear, fuch of the Mogul troops as had engaged in the Perfian fervice under their own lead-

ers, but in feparate bodies, and divided by parties of Perfian horfC) tp prevent their dc«

f«;rtion, and enforce their fidelity to their new mafter.

In this manner the triumphant Nadir Shah approached the metropolis of Indoftan; the

whole proceffion forming a column near fix miles in length, and fpreading terror on every

fide, the country through which they pafled being entirely plundered, and many of tbe

unfortunate inhabitants facrificed to the cruelty or avarice of thefe infatiable and unfeel-

ing intruders; and having reached Delhi, after about fourteen days march, the wretched

Mohammed was committed a prifoner to his owa caftle, and a bod/ of four thoufand men

ported
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poltti at tvery ftvcnufe» to prevtnt hit efbapej and as the army arrived at this metropolit

'.towards theclofe oftheday, the Perfian monarch encamped without the gates for that

night; but in the morning entered the city at the head of twenty thoufand horfe, the re-

mainder of bis army being direAed to rcnoain in the camp„but to hold themleives in icadw

nefi to fupport their prince in cafe of any unexpcdled oppofition.

Nadir Shah having imrtiediately proceeded to the caftle, paid a villt to the captive Mo«>

gult and aflfumed fo much appearance of friendfhip to him, and favour to his unhappy

country, that he even.promifed to punifla any Perfian wbofliould either dare to infulthis

perfon, or commit cxceflcs to the injury of any of his fubjeAs.

But this lenient difpofition feeroed to be but of (hort continuance; for be had no fooner

quitted the prifon of Mohsin)RMKl,.than he required . the attendance of Saadit, one of

his principal minifters, J and demanded the immediate payment of the twenty crores, with

fuch fternnefs, and dcnunciatiohs of vengeance in cafe of non-compliance, that the un-

fortunate officer retired to his apartment, , in which he was found dead the next morning}

having fallen a facrifice, either to the agitation of his mind, or having, difpatchcd

himfelf by a dofc of poifoA, to avoid.the dreadful eflFeAs of the tyrant conqueror's wrath,

for a failure in the performimce of a tafle.which l^e was wholly, unable toraccomplKh.

This fatal event having ' convinced Nezam, So;biland,,apd the other .principal officers

of the Mogul empire, that it was abfolutely neceiTary to fatisfy, without delay, the exor-

bitant and unjuftifiable demands of Nadir Shah j they concerted meafurea to raife this im.-

menfe Turn in the way that ihould be leaft oppreffive to the inhabitants of the empire;

but, in the mean time, . b^V/ing attempted to, fix a. price on corn, the dealers in which h-«l

taken advantage of the prefent confufed ftate of public affairs,. to raife. it to fuch a height

as to endanger a faanine,. thefe greedy monopolizers, . under pretence that this regulation

was only intended to favour the Perfians, excited a tumult among the citizens; and a ger-

neral infurre£tion enfiiing, many engaged in it without knowing the occafion, ,and others

being induced -to join the infurgents by a.report which had been induftriwdily propagated

of the death of Nadir Shah, they became fo numerous as to venture an attack on the

caftle, and in that attempt cut to pieces a body o( Nadir Shah's troops who were pofted

about that fortrefs.

.

.1
Nadir now found it. neceflary to (hew tvimfelf on Jiorfeback to his army, to convince

them of.the falQiood of th^ report; and having relieved the minds of his foldiers from the

anxiety which fuuh an apprehenfion had created, he advifed them to fupprefs their inclL*

nations to revenge the infult which had been offered to them, and ferioufly endeavoured to

reAore peace and order without violence,; byi calming the minds of the people with alTur-

ances that his troops flu>uld pay for their provrflons fuch fair and reafonable prices as bad

been ufually demanded in times of peace of their fellow-fubjcdls.

But the inflamed multitude roiftaking thefe well-meant explanations for proofs of fear and

weaknefs, grew more fierce and ungovernable; and fcorning to liften to any arguments that

could be offered, .even by their own chiefs, who joined in the cndi.-avours of Nadir Shah to

reduce them to reafon, they ruflied impetupufly on the Perfians, and in the firft difcha/ge

of their muiquetry oue of the cotic^ueror's generals and fiivouri;es fell dead by bis fide.

4 H This
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ThU outrageTenredas aflgttal for the moft dreadful maflkrt which the hiftor^ of any

country records; and Aich fcenesof horror followed this pit*«lrecation, at cannot be re.

lated without exciting pity in the moft obdurate brcaft. Nadir Shah now gave orders

for the plunder of the city of Delhi, and the flaughttr of it's wretched inhabitants; and

in this Tingle day no lefs than one hundred thoufand of both fexes, and of ail ages, ranks,

and conditions^ Were facrificed to the unrelenting fury of thefe mercilefs barbarians;

every quarter of this devoted city was filled with blood, rapine and flames ; and the ear

waa invaded on every fide, by die piercing flirieks of murdering fathers, raviflied wivea

and daughters, and infants dragged to deftru£tion: and fuch was the confternation of

this miferable'ptople, that, inftead of oppofing thefe butchers in the exercife of their cruel-

tiea, they fubmitted themfelves, their wives and their children, to ttiefe hellMh inftni-

merttsbf unequalled inhumanity; a whole family, in numberlefs inftances, being flaughteied

by a fingle Perfian ; whtlft others inflidled upon themfelves the fatal punifliment which

they apjpieared' to dread) fhutting themfelves up, with their whole families, in the apart*

inents of their women, to Which they fet fire, aAd peri.'hed with them in the flames, to

avoid the more poignaht diftrefs of feeing their ivivet and 4aughters firft difltonoured,

and afterwards barbarotffly itattnlered ; nay, the #WiJelA were fj ril%ettu wiin apprehenfions of

this cruel fate, that upirjirds of ten dtoufand of th^ pVi^i^ted ihemfHves into the

Wells from whence the city #as fitpftlied With water, not>Ty diftiaining even to accept the

probability df efcape at the ritqtie of contamination.

At length the irtndidive Perfiahs, tired df flaughter, and fated with blood, flackened their

ideftroying hand», and turned their attehtion to thf gratificaltion of a different paflion, in a

general plunder ; J\t dcAttents of tiie iinperi'al tr^fiiry, the celebrated f/«acOck throne,

which was valued at near thirteen milHonii fterlirrg, the eroiirn jewels, and all the valu-

able effeds which belonged to the feVereign, or the public, ^/^tc appropriated to the uft

of the Perfian cot.qnerOr hMftTf, while his officers and foldiets were entiched at the ex-

pence of individuals of all denominations-, WhOfe propertres Were plundered with the moft

iinfparing rapachy ; and frdh cruelties were piradtfed to extort from the wretched furvi-

<vors the dtfc6ver'y of wealth fuppofed to be concealed.

During this carnage, the unfeeling Nadir Shah retired to the caftle, where he was nt

length prevailed on by the prayers ahd Intreaties of Mohammed and Nezaih to order a ftop

to be put to thefe infernal devaftations ; and about three o'clock ih the fucceeding morn-

ir^V, his ofders Hren fignifi^d by beat Of drum, to def<ft both frfim the flaughter and plun-

der ;. and, at the fame time, the furvtving inhabitants were enjoined to return to their habi-

tationi, and refiime their feveral occupations and employments, under the penalty of

fevere punifliment ; and they w^re alfo ftri£lly forbid to leaVe the city without the exprefs

permiffi'.m of the Perfian monarch, or his principal commanders : an injunAion which

fellheavr on theTaqairs or Mahometan mendicants, whofe whole fubfiftence depends on the

colle6tioti of alms, and who attempting, in confiderable numbers, to pafs the gates of the

city for this purpofe, were not only driven back by the Perfian guards, but cruelly muti-

lated, many of them being deprived of their nofea an(d ears by thefe wr^i-hes, Who be^

ing hardened by the procetcings of the paft day, were grown wanton In »Ci$ of barbarity^

But
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But all fli« putpofn ef Nsdiir Shahmw not even yet accompliflied} dw inimenfe riches

#hich had already boen colleAed for him, though amounting, in 9;ol<i, filver, and the value

of lewtht to a fum little fliort of ft*, enty millions fterling, was ilill infufficieht to gratify

h!» unbounded avarice : he compelled tbs great omrahs to contribute ten millions more,

and yet abfolutely refufed to fuffer a fingle rupee of all which had been gathered to be

accounted in difcharge of any part of the ftipulated twenty rrores, except about ten

Millions Aerling w^ich was found in fpecie in the royal treafuryj and the remaining fif-

teen millions he direAed to be levied upon the miferable inhabiurits of Indoftan, as if

he thought their riches as inexhauftible as his raiacity was infatiable.

Coinmiffioners were, however, at length appointed, the firft and principal of whom
was Subiland, to apportion the raifing this fum of fifteen millions among the different

orders of people ; and of thefe Tome of the chiefs in power were found to be fo deficient

in wealthy that they were obliged to be excufed from the concribution : and this was par-

ticularly the cafe with Subiland himfelf; who, though oi;?of themoft powerful omrahs

of the empire, had neither hu(banded his own fortunes, nor rnriched himfelf at the pub-

lic expence) others, however, though equally virtuous, were lefs fortunate ^ and, after fur-

fendering their whole pofleflions, either dcliroyed themfelves, or fled, to avoid the cru-

elties which they knew would bo iaRiStei on them, becaufe they were whdly unable to

make up the fum which they had been direfled to pay by the allotment of thofe who,

for want ef belter information, were obliged to rate men according to die ranks they

hdU in the ftate, and who were wholly unable to prevent the fatal confequences of mif-

takes in (his particular, becaufe the coUcdion of thefe iniquitous levies were entrufted

on*y to Perfian agents, who felt neither the emotions of pity or compaffion. Some of

the chiefs, indeed, were fo immenfely rich, that they were able, without injury, to contri-

bute to fuch an amount as would haveaimoft ruined fome of the fovereign princesof Europe.

Nezam, in particular, is faid to have raifed one million eight hundred thoufand pounds

upon this occafon, and other omrahs fums equally incredible: and this work of raifing

and gathering the tribute was purfued with unremitting aifiduity for near fix weeks after

the maflfacre.

In the mean time, the crafty Perfian, afFeding a total indifference at what was tranf-

Aing, appeared to relax confiderably in his haughtinefs to Mohammed ; and, under the

fair pretence of connecting himfelf in ties of indrfibluble friendlhip with the royal

houfe of Indoftan, he demanded the great grand-danghter of Aurcngczcbc, and the cou-
fin of the reigning monarch, in marriage for his foii Mirza Nadir All, and the nup-
tials were celebrated with great magnificence i but as the gates of the city were ftill kept

Miut, and all the avenues guanicd, famine began to rage in the metropolis and to threaten

a comp'eat deftruAion of thofe who had been fpared from the ravages of the fword ; nor
could the cries of the diftrefled citieens, or the interceflions of Mohammed and his mini-
fters, move the obdurate heart of this enemy of mankind to commi^Tation} though hif-

torians have aflertcd, that what he denied to the fspplications of t)^e wretched, and the

friendly interpofitions of the humane, heat length granted to zn aftor, or buftbon, of
the Mme of Tucki, whofe performances happening i^ be pleafing to him, he bid the

comedian
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comedian aik any £avour of him, and aiTured him his requeft, whatever it was, flimld

be complied with ; an indulgence of which the generous and difinterefted a£tor availed

himfelf in favour of his miferable coiintrymen, and befoiight the conqueror to order the

gates of the city to be opened, that the poor might not perifli} an application in which he

fully fucceeded, and had the happinefs to refcue from. a. cruel death upwards of two
hundred thoufand indigent and ftarvlng Indians.

But the miferies of Indoftan were not confined within the walls of Delhi: the collec-

tion of the remaining part of Nadir Shah's exorbitant demand was a fource of perpetual

injury to the wretched inhabitants of every part of the Mogul dominions}- yet Subiland,

who ftill prefided over thofe who were employed in this- painful department, fpared no pains

to compel all ranks of people to make no delay in paying their proportions to a fum, by

jaifing which he flattered himfelf his miferable country might be freed from the preience

of her more than tyrant oppreiTors^ yet the inequality with which thefe afleflments ap.

peared, on inveftigation, to be made, and the total inability of fome who had been charged

toraife a fingle rupee, rendered the taik equally difficult and odious } nor could die repre*

fentations of thofe who were appointed to this duty prevail on Nadir Shah to remit more

than two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds of his whole demand, which fum he con-

fented to abate in favour of the lower claiTes of thofe who were called upon to make up

the amount of this unconfcionable impoiltion.

Nor did the only grievance of the unfortunate fubjedls of Mohammed confift in their

being obliged to raife this fum : numberlefs frauds and opprcffions were committed

by the fubordinate officers who were appointed to collect it; fome of them claiming larger

fums than they were authorized to take, and others embezzling the contributions of whole

diftri^s, which the wretched Hindoos were compelled to make good a fecond time; and,

to compleat their diftrcfles, they were obliged to part with the produce of their lands at

any price which the Perfians thought fit to pay for it. So that the fovereign of Perfia

demanded from them fums equal to the utmofl extent of their properties, at fair valuations;

and his officers and foldiery, at the fame time, prevented the poffibility of their compliancr,

by taking from them the only means they had of raifmg the required contributions, and

forcing them to fell their cffedis for one half of what they were worth.

At length the whole enormous fum of twenty crores of rupees, or twenty-five millions

flerling, was, by the indefatigable attention of Subiland and his coadjutors, made up, and

paid into the hands of this greedy invader; and the depreiTed and exhaufted inhabitants of

Indoftan had once more a profpe^t of being freed from the moft cruel oppreffion which

the minifters of divine vengeance were ever permitted to exercife over an offending and

devoted nation.

Nadir Shah now prepared in earned for his return to his dominions; but before his de-

parture, exhibited an inftancc of infoknt vanity as unprecedented as it was unjuflifiable.

Mohammed, who was now releafeu from his confinement, received his conqueror's orders

to attend him at a particular iwur in the divan or hall of audience, with all the great om-

rahs or chiefs of the empire then at Delhi. Accordingly, upwards of forty of thefe great

(iHiccrs aflcmbled in Mohammed's apartments; and being habited in vefts which had been

fent
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Tent to them as prefents by Nadir Shah, proceeded in proceffion, with their humbled mo-
narch at their head, to thofeof the invader, where the two forereigns breakfafted together}

and the Perfian having affumed an appearance of great aflFability and friendihip towards

Mohammed, iirft prefented him with a band for his tL/ban, two fwords and a dagger, all

magnificently adorned with diamonds ; and afterwards produced a crowu enriched with

precious ftones of the fame kind, which he placed with his own hands on the head

of the degraded emperor, who was thus compelled to receive the enftgns of royalty as

an a£t of favour from the invader of his rights, the plunderer of his dominions, and the

deftroyer of his people.

Nor was this reftoration of his honours unaccompanied with dire^ions for his future

conduA, to which the trembling Mogul was compelled to liflen with fubmiffion and re-

fpeft; and if he had attended to the concluding advice of his monitor, he might probably

have avoided many of the evils which he afterwards encountered: and this was, always to

keep in pay an army of fixty thoufand well-difciplined horfe; never to fufferhis arm/ to be

commanded, or any province to be governed long by the fame perfon; to refu'- .c all the

grants he had made of the royal demefnes, and to be attentive to the condudtor Neiam.
Mohammed, either afFet^ed with this inftance of his conqueror's candour^ or with an ac-

tual fenfe of his own incapacity, folicited him to nominate the particular officers he

thought bed qualified to fill the different great offices oFAatc: but Nadir Shah, with

equal moderation and juftice, refufed to interfere in thcfe appointments, afiuring the Mo-
gul that he wilhed to have him ferved in future with fidelity and refpe^l, which could not

be the cafe if his minifters confidered themfelves as a^ing under the appointment of

another; and that if any of his chiefs (hould difobey his ord;:r$, or, in confequenceof what

had pafled, treat him with difiefpeA or difregard, he would, on the flighted intima-

tion, return with an army, chaftife their infolence, and eftablifh his power beyond the

pofTtbility of difpute; and he concluded with an exhortation to Nezam, and the other at-

tending omrahs, to preferve inviolate their duty and allegiance to their fovereign, and to

concur in fuch meafures as might promote h s honour and the bappinefs of their fellow-

fubjeAs.

It is not a very eafy matter to account for this part of the condufl of this invader. It

has been fuggefted, that thefe appearances of juftice and genr y were the tffe£h of re-

morfe for the injuries he had committed againft an unofFenuiii)^ prince and his innocent

people; and others have attributed it to fome private negociation Mctw en Moh iinmed and

Nadir Shah, by which it was agreed, that the latter (hould return to Delhi af ertain time,

vrhen the Mogul fhould yield up to him fume provinces bordering on his Ferll'tn domi-

nions, befides thofe now ceded to him, in confideration of his rendering his authority db-

folute and defpotic in the remaining part of the empire.

But it is much more probable that the fubtle Perfian might forefee that any farther ads

of infolence or feverity towards Mohammed might inlpire that prince to take advantage of

his departure, and to gather together fuch an army as might harrafs him in his retreat

through a country already exhaufteJ, and the inhabitants of which had been provoked by
ths outrages which had beea committed in his march to Delhi j aad at a time when the

4 I immense



3t» A S I' A.

immenfe booty with which they were loaded would impede their aAivity, and rendiir

them lefs capable of defence. And this is die more probable, from the caution giveA

by him to Mohammed refpe£ling the omrah Nezam, which Teemed calculated to render

'thefe two persons obnoxious to each other} and pi-event an union of power which

might prove fubverfive of his own interefts.

The fame motives might poffibly influence his conduct towards the people of Indoftait

in general, on his preparing to return to his own dominions; for when this intention

was fighified in public orders to his army, they were at the fame time ftridtly enjoined

not to attempt to carry ofF with them any native Indian, except the wives tliey might

have married in that country, or flaves actually purchafed, and not even either of

thefe without their own confent ; and this ordinance, the breach of which was to be

puhiflied with death, was enforced with the utmoft rigour.

Immediately on the commencement of his returning march, Nadir Shah ordered a

firi£t mufter of his army; and there appearing to have been a defertion of about four hun-

dred men, the magiftrates of Delhi were required to apprehend and produce them ; but

their utmoft endeavours, exerted under the apprehenfion of fevere punifliment for a

failure of fuccefs, could difcover no more than fixty of thefe delinquents, whofe heads

were immediately ftruck oiF in the front of the Perfian army.

The acquirements of the Perfian in this expedition were probably more important

than ever fell to the ihare of any conqueror in fo very (hort a fpace of time as three or

four months: he compelled the panic-ftruck Mogul to furrender to him all his territo-

ries to the weftward of the rivers Attoc and Synd, a tra£t of vaft extent, containing the

provinces of Pcylhur, Kabul, and Gazna, which included many rich and populous

omrahihips, almoft equal in extent and value to the whole kingdom of Perfia. He
carried with him out of India, according to the moft moderate of great variety of cal-

culations, in gold, filver and jewels, upwards of eighty millions fterling, the produce of

the plunder which fell to his (hare, over and above the twenty crores of rupees, or

twenty-five millions fterling, which he received according to ftipulation; and near

thirteen millions fterling of private plunder, which fell into the hands of his officer^

and foldiers. And befides all thefe riches, he carried off with him u^naiuiioi a tnoufand

elephants, ten thoufand camels, and feven thoufand horfes, all loaded with the fpoils of

this once rich and flourifhing empire.

But the lofs of Indoftan was much more confiderable than thofe acquifitions of Nadir

Shah, which we have enumerated ; this may be computed, in deftrudlion cf buildings

public and private, goods, wares, merchanJizcf!, and efFed?, at twenty-five millions,

befides the expence of maintaining the Perfian army during tlieir whole continuance in

the Mogul empire ; and if to thefe accounts arc added the deaths of at Icaft two

hundred thoufand of the inhabitants, who periihed by fword, famine, and felf-deftruc-

tion, the amount will exceed all powers of eftimation ; and it will vver remain a ni.ittcr of

aftonifliment, that any ftate in the univerfu could produce fuch an imincnfc fund of

treafure, or exift a moment after parting with it, and fuch an incredible number of her

people.

NaJir
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Nadir Bhih't return Wat not, however, altogether fo untnterrupte<! as his approach to

Delhi} he was frequently atucked by the provincial troops of India in his retreat, and,

encumbered with his booty, he fuftained fome little lofs: but this was feverely revenged on

the difturbers of h>s progrefS). for hefeized a favourable opportunity of turning upon his

purfuers} Mid having furprised and Surrounded them, he put above twelve thoufand of

them to the fword} whilft the diminutidn of hisiown array, in the feveral attempts of the

enraged but impotent Hindoos, fcarce amounted to a thoufand men.

When we read of an army of one hundred and twenty*five thoufand men invading an

empire which had at leaft thrice this number already in arms, and which could have font

upwards of a million into the firjd, without the fmalleft interruption to trade, commerce, or

worlcs of agriculture; and find thefe intruders penetrating to the heart of the country

withoat oppofttion, compelling the monarch of it to furrender his perfon to the invader,

though he was th^n<at the: heitd of an army infinitely larger than that of him to whom he

fubmitted ; when we fee the conqueror take pofleffion of the capital of the kingdom,

and holding the fovereign oC it in captivity whilft he plunders it of all it's wealth, and by

the moft atrocious ads of cruelty deftroys immenfe numbers of it's inhabitants ; and when

we are informed that he confers oil the fovereign of a mighty empire the crown of which

he'had defpoiled him, and then retreats through a country where all thefe enormities had

been committed, in fafety, and almoft unmoleAcdj we are ready to doubt the fidelity of

hiftorians who have recorded, and of travellers who have related events fo very unaccount-

able: yet when we recoUedl the viAorics obtained by handfuls of Englifh over vaft armies

of the fame people fmce the commercial a^airs of Great-Britain have led her to wage war

with thefe unequal opponents } we fhall ceskfe to wonder at the exploits of Nadir Shah,

and drop a tear of pity fpr an unfortunate race, who, without pofTeffing the fpirit and re-

folution necefTary to repel infults, have, from the earliefl period of their hiftory to

the prefent moment^ been confidered as the objects of lawlefs invafion and unprovoked

brutality.

After the retreat of Nadir Shah, the emperor refumed the reins of government; but he

held them with a hand too loofe and unfteady to enforce authority or command refpeft.

The omrahs grew mutinous, and renounced their allegiance to a prince whofe puftllanimity

and efFeininacy hed oCCafioned their being plundered of their effects ; the tributary princes

refufed their cuftomary payments, and the power of Mohammed was confined within the

narrow limits of a few provinces ; when the death of Nadir Shah laid the foundation of

new troubles for the unfortunate empire of Indoflian . That tyrant having been aflaflinated

in his tent, Achmet Abdallah, his treafurer, taking advantage of the confufion which en-

fued, and having robbed the trcafury he had been appointed to protect, he carried off fuch

a quantity of wealth as loaded feveral hundred camels; and made the beft of his way to

the newly-acquired dominions of the late monarch, where he raifcd an army, and prepared

once more to invade the empire of Indodan, and try to extort another fum from the al-

ready exhaufted inhabitants.

But Ahmed Shah, the heir-apparent to the Mogul throne, having fignified bis inclination

to meet and oppofe thefe invaders, and the new vizier and other ofTccrs of flatc having

oficrcd
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offered to accompany him in this fervice, an army of eighty thouftnd horfewas Idiite*

disicly levied, and toolc the field under the command of the prince bimfcif in perfon ) and
Abdallah was difiippointed in his hope of reaching the metropolia without interruption.

But the empire groaned under the burdens of a war which, being waged with dtf**

ferent fuccef- at dilFerent periods, produced the faitae miferies to the unhappy inhabitants*

whichever part proved viAorious : for when the Perfians prevailed, they plundered with<

out mercy ; and when the arms of Ahmed checked their progrefs, they were equally

ftripped, under the pretence of contributions to fupport the troops which had expelled

their foreign oppreflbrs.

Nor did the death of Mohammed, which' happened within a few years after the in-

vaflon of Nadir, make any favourable alteration in the conduit of this war, or in the

Atuation of the wretched Hindoos : Ahmed Shah, who now mounted the imperial throne,

poflefled rather more fpirit and aAivity than his father; but: he very little excelled him
in capacity for governing ; fo that, far from reftoring the dignity of the empire, he

found it impoflible to preferve it from increafing decay. The Maharattas, who have

been already defcribed as a warlike people, inhabiting the fouth-we'ft poiinfula and

mountainous parts of Indoftan, and who had exacted a tribute from Nadir Shah, un-

der pretence of a fubfidy for their protecting fome of the' borders of the empire from

foreign incurftons, but in fad as a gratification for ihefir forbearing to turn their arms

againi\ their fovereign, grew outrageous at the delay of payment which the irruption

of th'.> Perfians had unavoidably occafioned, and meditated an attack on the empire

;

the omrahs and powerful chiefs of the empire, inftead of contributing to prevent

frefh wounds from being infllAed, or to heal thofe which had already endangered the very

cxiftence of the gorernment, fet up grants of diftriAs, principalities and jaghires, pre-

tended to have been made either by the Perfian conqueror, or during his refidence at Delhi,

or by Mohammed after his . .'parture, as compenfations fcr the heavy lofles they had fu&

tained in the plunder of their fortunes, and the contributions to the enormous fums

they had been compelled to raife : and thefe grants being contended by the former poflef-

fbrs, both fides prepared to defend their claims by the fword ; and civil wars, broils

and inteftine contentions, arofe, which produced every fpecies of diforder and confufion.

The adminiftration of juftice was fufpended, and even the forms of religion were neg-

lected i ftrength was the meafure of right ; and whilft public virtue was baniflied,

private vices grew enormous ; the ties of confanguinity created no affeAion, nor could

the bands of friendfliip reftrain it's profeflbrs from »As of the moft atrocious inj ury

:

in fliort, fcarce the form of government fubfifted, and uni'erfal diftraCkion threatened

it's total and fpcedy diflblutiun.

Nor did the change of monarchs produce any favourable alteration in the wretched

empire of Indoftan ; for though Ahmed, after a fliort reign of feven years, was depofed

by the intrigues of Gazi, a powerful and ambitious omrah} and Alam Ghir, an immediate

defcendant of Aurengezebe, was placed on the throne i yet little expectation could be

formed of any confiderable advantages being derived from the adminiftration of a prince

whole life had been fpent in that prifon, from whence be was elevated to the throne:

Aland
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Alara Ghir was, indeed, the ncminal fovcreign, but Gazi directed all his meafures; and as

the rapacious avarice of the minifter circumlcribcd, in fome infbnces, the expenfive plans

of the prince, who, like moft of his predeceflbrs, was devoted to the moft effeminate and

luxurious pleafures, Gazi foon became obnoxious to him; nor could he bring hinifelf to

fubmit to the controul of the man who, having placed him on the throne, afl'umed a right

to deprive him of the authority annexed to it, and to exercife himfelf the regal powers.

But the mifguidcd Alam Ghir, in his eagernefs to (hake off the weight of his prefump-

tuous di£lator, called in the invader Abdallah to his aiTiftance, and folicited the aid of a

foreign povfer to fix him on a throne which could only be of value while it was pofTefled

in freedom, and to fecure to him the allegiance of his fubjedls by an aA which was fub-

verfive of his right to claim it. The confequences wrre fuch as might be expected : this

dangerous ally, accepting the invitation of the Mogul, marched his Perfians to Delhi ; but

inftead of extending the authority of Alam Ghir, he firft plundered his trcafury, under pre-

tence of an indemnification fdr the cxpence of the march; and then compelled the unfor-

tunate monarch to lay new burdens on his already diitrefTed people, to refill his empty

cofFers, and afford him another opportunity to enrich himfelf and his needy followers at

the cxpence of this unfortunate country.-

But the wretched Hindoos, unable to fupport thefe repeated exactions, and madedef-

pcrate by the accumulated load of oppreflions, called aloud on Gazi to deliver them from

the double tyranny of their fovereign and his infatiable coadjutor; and a fadion, with that

minifler at it's head, was foon formed, whicH was ftrong enough to depofe the unworthy

Alam Ghir, who finifhed his life by poifon or the dagger, and lef,*^^ his unhappy country

to curfe his memory for the increafe oi miferies which his ihort reign had heaped On thcit

heads.

Yet the depofltion and death of Alam Ghir produced no mitigation of their ftifferlngs:

the fucceffion to the throne became a frefh objedl of difpute; and whilft the wretched na-

tives contended this point with all the rage of party, and all the violence of partial at-

tachments, Abdallah, taking advantage of the general confufion, demanded a new and

enormous contribution from the citizens of Delhi : who> incapable of fupporting any

longer fuch unceafmg extortions, and drove to madnefs by the cruelties which were ex-

ercifed to enforce a compliance with this frefh and mofl unreafonable demand, took up

arms againft thefe foreign tax-gatherers, and attempted to expel them from the city.

But, undifciplineJ, and without leaders, their attempt proved abortive, and ferved only

to infpire the vindictive Abdallah with the keencft fcnfations of wrath, and tu banifli from

his breafl every particle of pity and commiferatiou : vengeance was now let loofe, and the

tragedy of Nadir Shah afted over again with additional circumflances of horror. The
Perfians, as if they expected to AnH riches in the bowels of the unfortunate Delhians, be-

gan a general mafTacre; the devouring fword was unfparingly direfted againfl age, inno-

cence, and beauty; and for feven fuccefEve days indifcriminate flaughter raged in the

flreets, which were deluged with the blood of unoffending thoufands.

Nor did the hand of violence ftop here : the harams of the women were burft open ; and

ihofe who had been protected from even the apprehenflon of outrage, were now compelled

4 K to
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to endure in public tl\e groffcft aiHs of bruial violence. The fcarch after gold, filvcr, ani
'

jewels, was carried on with fuch a degree of vehcnience, and accompanied with fuch ails

of traiirctndi.nt cruelty, as would Ihock. the car of humanity, the vi.ry repofitories of the

dead were thrown open, and the facrcd temples itripped of their ornaments} and, to com-
pleat th: ruin, the city was fet on fire in many diftcrcnt parts, and hundreds of ihofe who
had concealed thcmfelves to avoid the carna-c perifli.-d in the flames.

Thus fell, probably for ever, the imperial city of D.;lhi ; which, from having once ex-

tended upwards of twenty miles in length, ami ten in breadth, and havingcontaintd near iwa
millions of inhabitants, was now reduced to heaps of rubbifli, and all tlie traces of it's for^

mer glory buried in undiftinguiftied defolation.

Abdallah, like his old mafter. Nadir Shah, was now compleatly in pofleflion of ihe fo^

Tereign power of Indoftan; and, like him, he determined rather to gather together great

liches, and then toftetirc with his booty, than, by attempting to ettablifh himfelf on the

throne ef the country he had conquered, to cxpofe himfelf to the danger of being treated

like it's former moiiarchs, as foon as the returning recoUeclion and ftrength of the oirrahs

iliould enable them to fet on foot fuch an oppofition ta his government as might afiurd

the moftdiflaiu promife of fuccefs.

But the approach of the Maharattasy in great force towards the city of Delhi, occafloncd

a change in the determinations of Abdallah. He now advanced to meet thefe new invaders,

and defeated thera in battle: but thefe hardy warriors fcorned to abandon their enterprizc

on account of a flight check; and giving the vidor the flip, they, by haily marches, got be-

tween him and the imperial city,, which they reached and entered, before the Perfian, who
did not for feme time penetrate into their defigns, could take any meafures t« impede their

progrcfs.

On thisoccafion the unfortunate Ddhians were condemned to experience new mifcrics;

death and devaftation again prevailed in every quarter of this devoted city. Far from being

iatisfied with the ntifcrablc remains of Abdallah's rapacity, thefavagc Maharattas ranfacked

their inventions for cruelties and indignities, to extort from the wretched inh.ibitants

wealth which they did not poiTefs > males and females, without d ill! m^ion, were ftrippcd

naked, .and with equal wantonnefs and barbarity whipped through the flreets, to gratify

the malice of thefe enraged anddifappointcd plunderers^ death became dcfireable; and the

victims of infatiate inhumanity folicitcd their relcafc, and blefled the hand which was lifted

to their deftru£tion. Famine aflumed it's moil horrid form ; men fled from their deareil

friends, and their neareil relations, from the apprchenfions of being facrificed to allay th«

fury of unfatisfied hunger; women devoured their own children; whilft others nouriflicd

the fruit of their bodies at the expence of their lives, and periflied in the flreets at the

moment their in&nts were drawing from their breads the lad drop of fuflenance. In

ihort, the fcenes of woe exhibited on this occafion would have melted the hearts of any

kumao beings Icfs fierce and inexorable than the greedy and bloody Maharattas.

When thefe invaders firft entered the city, they found it neceflary to quiet the minds o£

(ome Mahometan omrahs who had joined them with their forces, by giving them an em-

fuor of their own fatth| they therefore elevated to th« throne Jswas Bucht, theeldeft foa
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gf-'A\i Gohar, and grandfon of Allum Gh'.r : iMit this yoLj;ni; prince liad neither a ri<\ht to

tJio crown, nor abilities to maintain his prctcnfions to it; :iiid was thtrclorc a mere fliadow

of rovalty in the hand*; of thufc enemies to his empire wh.i had lacked and laid in aflicsr

his capital, and now inl'ultcJ him with the offer of iniiK-iial dignities, in the rr.idll of the

ruins and deib udion of the Itaie which he was now called upon to ^overii without au-

thority, without power, and, in a great meafure, without fuhjeifls.

But the invincible fpirit of Abdallah having enabled hi:n to furmouiit the difficulties

which at firft obftiudcd his purfuit of ihe Rlaharattas and his return to D.Ihi, he foon

approached fo near to that city, that the prefent poffefli-rs, who had rendered it untenable by

their devaftations and deftruftion, thought it advifcabic to quit it, and meet the Pcrfians

in the field; but their confidtnc.- being fomewhat abatul by this return of Abdullah, and

by his apparent earnertnefs to join battle with them, ihey fccured thtirarmy by intrench-*

mints at Karnal, a fmall diilancc from Delhij and Uic PerJians encamped, with the like

precautions, in the fame neighbourhood.

Both armies lay in this pofitlon for twelve or fourteen ;lays, during which time frequent

fliirmiflies happened, which terminated with different fjcccfs; but Abdallah having found

means to cut off feveral convoys which were bringing provifions to the Maharatta camp,

and having pofted detachments of his army in fuch a way as to prevent totally their re-

ceiving thefe neceffary fupplies, famine began to rage among them, and they were com-

pelled to quit their camp, and offer battle to their opponents, which was immediately ac-

cepted v and, after a defperate conteft, the fuccefs of which was more than once doubtful^

vidtory declared in favour of Abdallah, who laid above forty thoufand of his enemies dead"

in the field, befides thofe who periflied in the purfuit.

Meantime, Ali Gohar, the father of Jewan Bucht, and the rightful heir to the crown

of Delhi, having joined himfelf with an omrah in the province of Bahir, and affumed

the royal authority under the title of Shah Allum; Abdallah apprehended the feating thia

prince on the throne, might tend to deprive the Maharattas of the afliftance they derived

from fome powerful chitf>, who, whilft the throne was vacant, or fiHed with an ufurper,

thought themfelves at liberty to join either of the foreign powers, who were only contend-

ing for the plunder of the empire ; and as i*- might prove favourable to his future dtfigns

to check the growing power of the warJike Mahaiattas by any means, he returned to Delhi

immediately after his vi«5tory, and from th.nce wrote letters to Shah Allum, inviting him

to return to that city, to take upon himfelf the government, in which cafe he allured him

of his protetSlion.

But the cautious monarch felt no inclination to commit himfelf to the care of Ab- '

dallah, whofe regard for his welfare, he was veil aware, tended only to his own advantage:

he therefore declined accepting this invitation ; and Abdallah finding his prefence neceffary

in thofe provinces of Indoftan, which Nadir Shah had formerly wrefttdfrom that empire,

and in which, fincc the death of that prince, he had cxercifed fovereign authority; he

eftabliflied Jewan Bucht upon the throne of Delhi; and having nominated his chief mi-'

nifters, and exat^ an annual tribute, he quitted Indollan, and retired into his own ter-

litQiieSt
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The two reigning monarchs of this divided and wretched country, at length tired witit

attempts to difpoflbfs each other of the fmail remains of dominion which were left after

the fcizurcof the principal provinces of the empire by various chiefs, who governed thtm

independently by different titles, were obliged to maintain their mock dignities by fetkinjr

afliftancc from diiFcrcnt quarters} and Jcwan Bucht having obtained the proteflion of

Nigibul Dowl;>, the rhicf of the Rohiila Afgans, he was Supported by him in a Icind of

regal dignity at Delhi, though he was totally divefted of all power and authority.

Shah Allum, after different attempts to increafe his ftrength and eftablifh fomc kind of

authority, and after having at various times engaged different chiefs in his intercfts, ),.>, by

their ailiftancc, planned an attack on the Britifh fcttlenunt at Bengali Xvhich proving

abortive, he was obliged to furrender himfelf to the Britiffi forcesj but finding his en-

deavours to prevail on the company's ftrvants there to cfpoufe his caufe wholly unfuccef-

ful, he again threw himfelf into the arms of Sujah al Dowlat, who had fcized on the pro-

vince of Allahabad; who, far from defigning to reftorc him to his authority, made him the

5nfl:rument of his own aggrandi/.emcnt, by extorting from him grants of provinces and

diftiricls, under the colour of which he m. ; war upon every ftatc which he wiffied to pof-

fefs, and praiSHfcd all manner of enormities: but having joined Co/Tim Ali Chan, who had

been expelled by the Britifli forces from the fubafliipof Bengal, they were defeated, and the

xmfortunate king fell againinto thehandsof the Britifh, and claimed their protedlion; which

was only extended to the fafcty of his perfon, aiid pcrmiflion to derive a fubfiffence from

a fmall part of the province of Allahabad, where he was fuffered to enjoy the title of king,

and the privilege of fetting his name to grants and agreements which, far from being the

voluntary atSsof his bounty, had been extorted from him by the hand of fuperior power.

Shah Allum has been defcribcd as robuft in his perfon, and near fix feet high; his com-

plexion rather darker than that of the other defcendants of Tamerlane; his countenance in-

clined to grave, and marked with the melancholy caff of mind which his misfortunes

would naturally infpire. He is faid to be perfonally brave; but as he wants activity, his

courage is problematical, though his fortitude in the endurance of misfortunes is unquef-

tioned. His attempts to reftore his dignity and power were ill -concerted, and wholly un-

fuccefsful; but his ambition was not fo violent as to fuflpjr greatly by his failure*. The

fliewof majefty fatisfied him; and perhaps he would have been lefs happy in obtaining the

power than in preferv'rig the appearances of royalty; a fondncfs for which occaftoned

moft of his misfortunes, inducing him to iflue orders which he knew would not be obeyed,

and aflliil an authority which he was unable to enforce.

He was, in the early part of his life, devoted to thcplcafures of the haram, in which he

indulged without reftraint; and in the expences of it, and an ill-timed generofity bordering

on profufion, exhauffed fums which might have maintained an army and awed his rebel-

lious chiefs to fubje£lion ; yet it does not appear that his life has been marked with p.ny

particular vice, or that he hath been deficient in thofc virtues which adorn private life,

though he feems to have wanted thofc which render fovereignty icfpc<Stful. According to

all the accounts which have been given of this monarch, he (hould have reigned before the

empire
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empire Wat deftroyed, when he might at lead have prevented it's ruin ; but feems to have

pofTefled none of thofe qualifications which were neceflary to reftore it's fplendor.

Before we difmifs this fubje^ of the reigns of the emperors of Indollan, defcended

from the race of Tamerlane, it may not be amifs to take fome notice of the Perfian, Ah-

met Abddllah, who, after the death of Nadir Shah, had no inconfiderable (hare in the de-«

ftru£tion of this empire.

Abdailah, upon the death of his mailer, having, as hath been already mentioned, fcized

upon the provinces which were ceded to that invader, afterwards pofleflld himfcif of the

provinces of Candahar, Cabul, Ghifni, and Piihuwir, v/ith parts of feverul others. In

thefe provinces he ere£tcd a fovereignty, where he reigned without controui; making fre-

quent incurfions into Indoftan, and adding to his territories on every fide, as inclination

or convenience prompted him.

Tliefe provinces produce him a very confiderable revenue; but nshchasbecn in a perpetual

ftate of oftcnfive war on one fide of h\% dominions, and of defcnfive on that which borders

on Perfia and Tartary; fo he has bc<:n obliged to keep on foot .in army of one hundred

thnufand horfe, the expence of which hath conftantly drained his treafury, and rendered

him needy and oppreflive: hence he has proved a troublcfome neighbour to the fevcral chiefs,

on whom he has condantly turned his arms when his neceflities have compelled him to

look abroad for fuppliestu fatisfy his hungry and greedy troops.

Abdallah was faid to be brave and atSlive; his pcrfon tall; and, in his youth, handfome;

but, as he advanced in years, inclined to corpulency; his face broad, and fairer than ufual

among Afiatics, and his beard remarkably black; his appearance dignified and majeftic*

and his look extremely penetrating. Though lefs fierce and tyrannic than Nadir, his

authority has been at all times fupported, and his orders enforced with a very fufficient

degree of rigour : but though equally brave, he certainly excrcifed, in many inftanccs, a

much greater degree of. moderation than Nadir; nor has he appeared deficient in foihe of

the milder virtues, and particularly in diftinguifliing and rewarding thofe who have (hewn

any extraordinary attachment to his perfon or interefts.

We have now traced the hiftory of Indoftan from the acceflion of the Mogul line to the

total dcftru£tion of the empire; and we have feen it's dominion extended over great part of

the mighty kingdoms of the Eaft, and reduced to an inconftderable part of a fingle pro-

vince, which is all that remains to the wretched reprefentative of fallen grcatncfs ; and

even that is held at the will, and by the permiffion of powers, which, having been firft ad-

mitted into this country as traders, have at length aflumed the rights of conquerors, and af-

fected to difpenfe laws where they have been accuftomed to receive proteAion.

But we (hall referve our accounts of thofe extraordinary tranfadlions, which have effected

fuch a change in the politics of this once powerful empire, till we treat of the European

fettlements, and their acquired and ceded territories in it.

To the fame part of this work muft we refer our readers for fome account of thofe

petty ftates which have arifen on the ruins of this empire, and in the formation and efta-

Uiflinieat of which the Britiih nation has had no incooflderaUc fluurej as we mean, in
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the winding up of this part 0/ our work, to give our reader* fome idea of the prefent ftatt

oflndoftan, including the mod material circumihnces of the Maharatta and Rohilla warn.

Meuiitlmcr, we fliall take a view of the religious eftabltflimenti of this empire, and of it's

laws, revenucr, and livil and military eflabliOiments; in which wemuft be underftood to
fpcakof the times which preceded thofe revolutions which we havejuftdefcribed.

The religions prevaUnt in Indoftan are, the Gen too, which it the original religion of
all or the greater part of the empire; the Mahometain, which wu introduced with the

Mojiul conqut (I ; and the Perfce, or Worfhipping of Fire, which, as wc have obferved in

ancitner part c.f this work, was brought hither out of Perfia, though it Jiath prevailed here

in a much more confiderable degree than in the country where it is fuppoftd to have

originated.

Of the two latter religions, the profcflions and pradicet of which are nearly the fame in

this as in other countries where they are eftabliflicd, we have already given copious ac-

counts. It remains for us to fpeak of the Gentoo faith} which we are enabled to do fron*

theauthoritiesof many rifp^t^able writers and travellers, who, with a laudable seal, for the

extenfion of knowledge, have mide minute enquiries into the particulars of the very extra-

ordinary doif^rinvs on which their opinions arc founded, and have furniflled us with very

accurate accounts of the great profeflional points in which the feveral cafts agree, as welt

as of thofe particular ones in which they materially differ.

But, for the better underftanding the religion in gener.'J, and thefe do£lrines in parti-

cular, it will be neceflary to offer to our readers fome general charaAeriftics of the Hin-

doos, fo far as they relate to religious concerns, or to thofe philofophic matters with

which they are almoft univerfally blended.

The Hindoos derive their name from the word Hindoo, or Tndoo, in the Schanfrrit

language, fi^nifying the moon; and from this planet they fcmetimcs pretend to claim their

origin, though others contend that they are the offspring of the fun: and it is no uncommon

cafe for fome of the rajahs or chiefs, to produce pedigrees deduced from thefe fabulous

origins, in which are contained lifts of monarchs who have graced their anceftry, and

have reigned in one or the other of thefe luminaries. The word Hindoftan, or Indoffan,

is compofed of Hindoo, or Indoo, and Stan } which, in the fame language, fignifics a region

or country: and fiomhince it will appear ihat the river Indus, which has been fuppoftd

to give it's name to this empire, rather derives it's own from that of the people, which

has alfo in like manner been communicated to the land they inhabit.

The Hindoos, oVf as they are more commonly called, the Gcntoos, are much more nu-

merous than the Mahometans, or Fcrfees; the latter, indeed, make a fmall part of the in-^

habitants of this vaft pcninfuiaj nor can their reVigiun be properly confidered as an efta-

blifhed faith.

'1 he Hindoos are faid to be humane in their difpofitionf, aad in their manners mild and

gentle; induftrtou«, obedient, aiid unambitious^ patient i» lubmitting to oppreffion, and

even injurieA; and, of all the people on earth, the nM>ft eafy to govern, becaufe moft fenfibie

of kindnefs and piotedtion. Content with the fphcte in which Providence has placed ihem>

they
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they feck not to iggrandice themrelvn by force or fraud. Punilhmentt are unneccflary

among them, becaufe they have few temptations to the cummiHion of crime*. The nature

of their food, which is wholly vegetable, prcferves them from theeifedls of impetuous paf-

fion!!, and begets a delicacy of conftitution which will admit but of few indulgences: and

induflry, temperance, and frugality, the great fources of wealth, confpire naturally to make

them rich} a ftate in which they were found by the Mahometan and Chriftian invaders of

their happinefs, and in which fuch of them now remain as are ftill governed by their na^

tive princes and are out of the reach of thefe difturberb of the human race.

They have, from the earlieil ages to which hiftory or tradition extends, been divided

into four great tribes, each of which is fubdivided into a vaft variety of fuburdinate cafts}

the greater diviflons hold no communication, nor do th'-'y marry, or even eat, drink, or

aflbciate with each other, except upon the very particular occafion of their aflembling to

worfiiip at the temple of Jagganat, in the province of OriflTa, where they are forbid to hold

any didiniSlioni the name of this idol fi^nifying. Lord of tht wboU criation^ and there-

fore implying an extenfion of his care to all mankind. But he is fuppofed by his worihip-

pers to be a God of limited power, which took place, and is to expire, at certain periods}

and he is reprefentcd by the Agure of a corpulent man fitting with his legs croflcd, and

hisariri depending, as if they were without ftrengthi alluding to the imbecillity and decay

of the prefentage} yet his temple is more reforted to than any other in the empire of

Indoftan.

The firft and moft refpe£led of the four great tribes of Hindoos is that of the Brahmins,

to whom alone the prieflhood is delegated, as it was to the defcendants of Levi among the

Jews; nor areany butthofeof the Brahmin tribe permitted to exercife any facerdotal function;

not that ihcy are reftrained from interfering in the government of the country, or in agri-

culture, trade, or commerce; but their laws ftri£)ly enjoin them to forbear the performance

nf any menial office, or entering into any dependant or fervile employment. They pretend

to derive their origin from Brimha, who, they fay, created the world; and aflert (allegori-

caliy, '10 doubt) that the Brahmins were produced from his head.

The fecond tribe, in the order of rank or precedency, is that of the Sittri, Kittri, or

Koytii ; for by each of thefe names are the people of this tribe, at different times, dif-

tin^uilhed: and, according to the original inftitution of this tribe, they (hould be all war-

riors; but this deftination does not, however, at prefent, prevent their engaging in otherem-

ployments. This tribe is faid to be the offspring of Brimha's heart; which origin has a

manifeft allufion to the profellion to which they were dtdicated.

The third great tribe is named Beife, or Biff, a word which fignifies Nouri(her or Prove-

ditor; and thefe, in purfuance of the fame fi;^urative mode of expreflion, are faid to have

fprungfrom the belly of Bnmha, the G eat Creator : the people of this tribe, according to

their appellation, are chiefly bankers, merchants, fhop-keepers, and other traders.

The fourth and laff of thefu tribes is that of Sudder; and all who belong to it are con-

demned to be menial fervants, labourers, and low artificers and incchanic& : and thefe are

(aid to have proceeded fiora the feet of Brimha.

It
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It is cxprefsly forbtJ, by the inviolable law of the Hindoos, for any member of an inferior

tribe to rife or be admitted into a fuperior; and if any one has the misfortune to becy
peiled or excommunicated from his tribe, not only himfeif but his poftcrity are effcdlually

excluded from every other, not only of the greater, but of the lefllr cafts; nor can they ever

be admitted to any otlier, except that of the Harri or Hallichorcs, who are- held in cc Jten.pt,

and even abhorrence, by all the others, and are compelled to cxercife the loweA and mcanLll

oflic.s; and as rfjedlion is generally occafioned by pollution, in the tranfgreflion of thofe

laws which not only fcparate the Gcntoos from thofe of every other religious prot'eflion,

but even fiom different calls of their own, fo the dread of this puiiifliment operates fi>

ftiongly on their minds, that they will undergo the fevereft torment", and even (ubmit to

death itfelf, rather than r^ke the fmalk-rt devia*'on from any the moil minute article of

faith or practice. And to fuch a length do they tarry this i;lea of pollution, that an Kiijlilh-

man having obliged one of them to fwallow a fpoontui of broth as a punifliment for fome

fuppofed offence, he was immediately turned tjt of the tribe, irrecoverably loft his cnft,

ui:d was not only abupdoned, but avoided as a Himcr of the blacked die: nor could ivcn

the interference of tiic Briifh thief, who reprefented that he had done no adt by his will

which ought to incur lb fevcrc a cenfurc, prevail on his tribe to re rHmii him; but he was

compelled to wander about unnoticed and detellcd, or ail'ociatc '.vilh the wretched Ham,
the refufcofall calls, who fccm born to mifery and difgrace, and are only permitted to em-

ploy themfclves in thole offices which no other Gentoo will perform; fuch as the removal

of dead bodies, the carying of human ordure, and the like; and among thefe the unfortunate

cut-caft was compelled to take flieltcr, though he incurred the daily danger of deltruiftion,

if he (hould but even accidentally touch one of a fuperior calt, who would, in that cale,

make no fcruple to facrifice him inftantly to his rcfentment.

This extraordinary di(lin£lion is productive of the bad efft£ts whi^h might naturally be

expected from a law which flops the hand of indullry, and reprelTcs the efforts of genius.

Wealth, without a degree of honour or credit annexed to it is little defireable by a p>oplc

who, as wc have already obferved, have few fenfual appetites to gratify; and talents are

fcldom excrcifed withf:ut views to fame or public cftetm : yet neither the fiuits of induHry

or of genius can procure the fmalleft favourable change uf 'condition ; and he who is born

in an inferior cait-, mud labour under the difgraces and inconveniences of it during life,

and tranfmit them, in their full and unabated force, to pofterity.

The religion and philofophy of the Gentoos are contained in four books; which, like

f;"-red texts of moft othe;- religious perfu«*''ms, are faid to have been penned by divine

infpiration. Each of thefe books is called Bedt; a word which, in the Schanfcit language,

f 'nifi -s fciencc : and, according tc the name, they not only treat of morality and religion,

but of feveral branches of philofophical knowledge.

Thefe Bedas are held fo facred by the Brahmins, tk :t (hey do not peimit them to be

read by any of th-i ir '-'•ior cafts; and fo ftrongly h?ve thi y enjoined them to he forbearance

of all attempts f^ ^r-tify their ruriofitirs in this particular, hat any but a Brahmin wouid

hold it as a fm cvr:. to make fuch an at tempt j an«l the Btjthmuis themfdves are forbid by

their
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their laws to read them to a member of any another caft, under penalties no Icfsfcverc than ta

beat once removed from the moil noble of all the tribes, to the lowtft of nil the calU,

frrxn <«'h>-nce even his poftcrity for ever arc excluded from being delivered.

Thus, then, thcix do£irines remain wrapped up in the clouds of mydcry; and even the

Mahometajis, who nave lived ngcs among them, have never been able to attain a pcrfcit

knowledge of them^ though they have a liadition that the learned Feizi, brother to Abul

Kazil, WHO was chief fccretary to the emperor Akbar, obtained a fight of the Bedas, and

revealed the contents of them to that monarch ; and the way in which this was accomplifhcd

is related in the fuilowing manner.

Akbar, or Mahummed Akbar, being a prince of elevated and extenHve ideas, was to-

tally divefted of thofe prejudices fur the religion he profefled, which men of inferior abili-

ties notonl) imbibe in their irfi dawn of reafon, but retain throughout their lives. Though
bred in all the ftritStnefs of the Mahomeun faith, the magnanimity of his mind, in his riper

years, broke the chains of fuperltiiion and credulity with which his early tutors had in his

youth fettered his mind; and with a view to c/.ufc his own religion, or perhaps from cu-

riofity, he made it hik bufinefs to enquire minuttly into the various fyilems of divinity

which prevailed among mankind. The (lory of his being inftruded in the Chriftian te-

nets tiy a miffionary from Portugal, has been .ilrcady mentioned ; and as almofl all reli-

gions are eager Co make proielytes, Akbar met with no difficulties in his enquiries till he

came to his own fubje£ls. The Hindoos, contrary to the practice of all other religious

feds, admit of no converts; but they allow that every one may go to Heaven his own

way, though they anqueftionably fuppofe that theirs is the moft likely path to the man-

fions of eternal hap^inefs. They chufc rather to make a myftery of their religion, than im-

pofe it upon the world, like the Mahometans, with the fword; or by meansof the llukc, af-

ter the manner of fomc well-d-^pofcd Chriftians.

Not all the authority of Akbar could prevail with the Brahmins to reveal the principles of

thei.- faith : he was therefore urder the neceflity of obtaining the information he fo much de-

fired, by artihce ; and, for this purrofr* the emperor concerted a plan with his chief fecrc-

tary, Abul Fazil, to in.pofe Fci/i, then a boy, upon the Brahmins, in the ch.-ira£ler of a

poor orphan of their tril>e. Fcizi being inftru<5lcd in his part, was privately fcnt to Be-

naris, the principal feat of learning among the Hindoos. In that city the fraud was

praAifcd on a learned Brahmin, who received the boy into his houfe, and educated him as

his own fon.

When Fcizi, after ten years Audy, had acquired the Schanfcrit language, and all the

knowledge of which the learned of Benatis were poflcfled, proper meafurcs were taken by

the em|)eror to fecure his fafc return. Feizi, it feems, during his rcfidencc with his pa-

tron, the Brahmin, was fmittcn with the bf.iuty of his only daughter; and, indeed, the

hiiti of the Brahmin race arc, in general, the handfcmcft in the nnpire of Indoftan. The
old Brahmin faw the mutual paflionuf the young pair with plrafurcj and as he loved Feixi

foi his uncommon abilities, he oftcrcd him his daughter in m;iriiagc. Feizi, penetrated

with his kindnels, ?nd divided between love and gtatitude, at length difcovrrcd himfclf to

(-egood eld iran* fell down at his fect^ and grafping his knees, ft;licitcd with tear-> his
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forgivencfs for the great crime he had committed againft his indulgent bencfaiStor. The
Drahmin, ftruck dumb with aftonifhment, uttered not a word of reproach; he drew a dagger,

which he carried on his girdle, and prepared to plunge it in his own breaft. Fcizi fcizcd

his hand, and conjured him to defift; aflfuring him, that if yet any atonement could be made

for the injury heliad done him, he would fwear to perform it, however fevere might be the

tafk. 'I he Brahmin burfting into tear<:, told Feizi, that if he would promife to comply

with two requefts which he (hould make to him, he would forgive him, and confcnt to live.

Feizi, without any hefitation, confented; and the Brahmin's requefts were, that he ihould

never tranflate the Bedas, nor repeat the creed of the Hindoos.

How far Feizi confidered himfelf bound by his oath not to reveal the doArine of the

Bedasto Akbar,i8 uncertain; but that neither he, nor any other perfon, ever tranflated thofe

books, is a truth beyond any difpute. It is, however, well known, that theemperor after-

wards greatly favoured the Hindoo faith, and gave much offence to zealous Mahometan;:,

by praAifing fome Indian cuftoms which they thought favoured of idolatry : but the dif-

paffionate part ofmankind have always allowed that Akbar was equally divefted of all the

follies and fuperftitions of both the religions which prevailed among his fubjeAs.

Before we proceed to explain the Hindoo faith, as contained in the Bedas, it may be ufe«

ful to point out their method of computing time.

Their leaft fubdivifion of time is, the nemifli, or twinkling of an eye; three nemiflies

make one kaan; fifty kaans one ligger; ten liggers, one dind; two dinds, one gurry, equal to

forty-five of our minutes; four gurries, one pir; eight pars, one dien, or day; fifteen dicns,

one pacha; two pachas, one md(h;two ma(hes, one ribbi; three ribbis, one aioon, or year,

which only confifts of 360 days; but when the odd days, hours, and minutes, wanting ofa

folar year, amount to one revolution of the moon, an additional month is made to that year,

to adjuft the calendar. A year of 360 days, they reckon but one day to the dewtas, or

Hoft of Heaven; and they fay that twelve thoufand of thofe planetary years make one re-

volution of the four jugs, or periods into which they divide the ages of the world. The

ftttoh jug, or age of truth, contained, according to them, four thoufand planetary years.

The treta jug, or age of three, contained three thoufand years. The duapur jug, or

age of two, contained two thoufand; and the K»M6 jug, or age of pollution, confided

of only one thoufand. To thefc they add two other periods between the diflblution and

renovation of the world, which they call fundeh, and fundafs, each of a thoufand pla-

netary years; fo that from one mahperly, or ^reat difTolution of all things, to another,

iherc are 3,720,000 of our years.

' I'he earlicft account which we have of the Bedas, and which appears to be credited by

the (lentoos, is, that about the commencement of the Kalle jug, of which era the prefent

year 17B2 is the 4,900th year, they were written, or rather colle^ed, by a great phiiofopher

and reputed prophet, called Beiifs Muni, or Beiifs the Infpired. This Ir.'rned man is

otherwife called Krifhen Bafdeo; and is believed to have lived in the reign ot Judilhter,

in the city of Hidanapore, upon the river Jumna, near the prefent city of Delhi.

I'he Brahmins do not give :o Beiifs Muni the meritof being the author of the Bedai; but

they 3cknowlcdg;c that he reduced them into the prefent form) dividing them into four

dittina
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M\a& books, after having collcAed the detached pieces of which they are compofed

from various parts of India, into which tV.ey had been fcattercd; but, from their affonifli-

ing length, it ik more than probable that even this colledlion was nut the work of

one man.

The Mahometans of Afla, as vrell as fome of the learned of Europe, have miftaken

Brimha, an allegorical perfon, for fome philofopher of repute in India, who they didin-

guifh by the mutilated names of Brumah, Burma, and Bramha; and fuppoie to have been

the writer of the religious books of the Hindoos. Feriflita, in his hiftory, affirms, that

Brimha was of the race of Bang, and flouriflied in the reign of KriQien, hnl monarch of
Indoflan-, but the Brahmins deny that any fuch perfons ever exifted; which is moft pro-

bably the truth, as Brimha, in the Schanfcrit language, fignifies Wifdom; which being one

of the principal attributes of the Supreme Divinity, this epithet might be miftaken for

sname.

The four Bedas contaiu 100,000 aihlogues, or ftanzas, in verfe,each of which conAfts

of four lines: the firft Beda is called Ruo Bsda, which fignifies the fcience of divina-

tion, concerning which it principally treats. It alfo contains aftrology, aftronomy, na«

tural philofophy, and a very particular account of the creation of matter, and the forma-

tion of the world.

The fecond Bcda is diftinguiflicd by the name of Shcham. That word fignifies piety,

or devotion; and this book accordingly treats of all religious and moral duties. It alfo con-

tains many hymns in praife of the Supreme Being, as well as verfes in honour of inferior

intelligences.

The third is the Judger Bcda; which, as the word implies, comprehends the whole

fcience of religious rites and ceremonies; fuch as faits, feftivals, purifications, penances,

pilgrimages, facrifices, prayers, and ofFt-rings. The app<:llation of Obatar Bah is given

to the foui'th Beda; Obatar fignifying, in the Schanfcrit, the Being, or the Efiencc; and

Bah, Good; fo that the Obatar Bah is literally the Knowledge of the Good Being; and

accordingly this book contains the whole fcience of theology and rnetaphyfical philofophy.

The language of the Obatar Bah Beda, is now become obfolcte, fo that very few Brah-

mins pretend to read it with propriety. Whether this proceeds from it's great antiquity,

or from it's being wrote in an uncommon dialect of the Schanfcrit, it is not eafy to de-

termine; but probably the firft is the fadt; for thofe writers who affirm that the Obatar

Bah was written in a period pofterior to the reft of the Bedas, fcem to have been mif-

informed.

It has been already obfcrvcd, that the Bedas are written in the Schanfcrit tongue; but

whether the Schanfcrit was in any period of antiquity the vulgar language of Indoftan, or

was invented by the Brahmin>, to be a myficriuus rrpofitory fur their religion and philo>

fophy, is by no means certain. It has been hdd, that all other languages were cafually

invented by mankind to exprefs their iileas and wants; but the aHoniihing formation of

the Schanfcrit f:xms to be above the power of chance. In regularity of etymology and

grammatical order, it is-faid to excted the Arabic; and it iii thought to bear evident

maiks of it's having been the invention, upon rational principles, of a body of learned

men,

II
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men, who ftudied regularity, harmony, and a wonderful nmplicity and energy of ex-

predion.

Though the Schanfcrit is amazingly copious, a very fmall grammar and vocabulary ferve

to illtidrate the principles of the whole. In a treatife of a few pages, the roots and primi-

tives are all comprehended; and fo uniform are the rules for derivations and inflexions,

that the ground ofevery word is, with the greateft facility, at once inveftigated. The pro-

nunciation is the greateft difficulty which attends the perfcdt acquirement of this lan-

guage : this is fo quick and forcib'e, that a perfon, even before the years of puberty, muil

labour a long time before he can pronounce it with propriety ; but when once that is at-

tained to perfedlion, it ftrilces the ear with amazing boldncfs and harmony. The al-

phabet of the Schanfcrit confifts of fifty letters, but one half of thefe carry combined

founds} fo that it's charaiElers, in fai5l, do not exceed ours in number.

There are two great religious feds of the Hindoos, or Gentoos; the followers of the

dodrine of the Bedang, and tliofe who adhere to the principles of the NeadirAn. As the

firft are efteemed the moft orthodox, as well as the moll ancient, it will not be uninterefl-

ing to explain their opinions by extracts literally tranflated from the original Shader,

which goes by the name of Bedang ; a Shafter fignifying, literally. Knowledge; but, as

commonly applied, a Book of Divinity and Science : of thefe Shafters it is now faid there

are feveral} though it was formerly fuppofed that one only exifted, like the Bible of Chrif-

tians, or the Koran of the Mahometans.

Bedang, the title of the Shafter, or commentary upon the Bedas, concerning which we

are about to treat, is a word compounded of Beda, Science; and Ang, Body. The name of

(his Shafter, therefore, may be literally tranflated, the Body of Science. This book has, in

Europe, been erroneoufly called Vedam, and is an expofition of the dodrine of the Bedas,

by that great philofopher and prophet Beit's Muni, who, according to the Brahmins,

flouriflied near five thoufand years ago. The Bedang is faid to have been revifed fome ages

after Beafs Muni, by one Sirridcr Swami; fince which it has been reckoned facred, and not

fubjeA to any farther alterations. Almoft all the Hindoos of the Decan, and thofe of the

Malabar and Coromandd coafts, are of the fe£t of the Bedang.

This commentary opens with a dialogue between Brimha, the Wifdom of the Divinity,

who is himfelf called Drimh, of which word Brimha is the genitive cafe; and Narud, or

Reafon, who is figuratively reprefented as the fon of Brimha. Narud dcfiresto be inftrudcd

by his father. The whole allegory rcprcfonts Reafon, the offspring of Wifdom, fecking

knowledge from his fire, who has received it from Hrimh, the original fountain.

Naruo. O father ! thou firft of God, thou art faid to have created the world; and thy

fon Narud, aftoniflied at what he beholds, is defirous to be inftrudcd how all thefe things

were made?

Bbimha. Be not deceived, my fon ! Do not imagine that I was the creator of the world,

independent of the Divine Mover, who is the great original eflence, and Creator of all

things Look therefore only upon me as the inftrument of the great WILL} and a part

of his being, whon^ he called forth to execute his eternal defi^jnt.

Narud. What (hall wc think of God?
Brimha.
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BftiMRA. Being immaterial, he is above all conception ; being invifible, he can have n»
form; but from what we behold in his works, we may conclude that he is eternal, omni*

potent, knowing all things, and frefent every where.

Narud. How did God create the World ?

Brimha. AffeAion (or paffion) dwelt withGodfrom all eternity. Itwvsof threediflrrent

kinds, the creative, the preferving, and the deftruAive. This firft is reprefented by Brimha,

the fecond by Biflien, and the third by Shibah. You, O Marud ! are taught to worOiipall

the three, in various fiiapes and likeneflcs, as the Creator, the Preferver, and the De-
ilroyer. The affection {or paffion) of God then produced power; and power, at a pro-

per conjunAion of time and fate, embraced goodnefs, and produced matter. The three

qualities then adiog upon matter, produced the univerfe in the following manner. From
the oppofite anionsof the creative and deftrudive quality in matter, felf-motion firft arofe:

felf-motion was of three kinds; the firft inclining to plafticity (o.- eaflnefs of impreftion)

the fecond to difcord, and the third to reft. The difcordant anions then produced the

akafh, or celeftial «lement4 which invifible clement pofTefled the quality of conveying

found: it alfu produced air, a palpable element; fire, a vifible element ; water, a fluid ele>

ment; and earth, a folid element.

The akalh (celeftial element, or setherial fluid) difperfed itfelf abroad ; air formed the

atmosphere; fire, colleding itfelf, ilazcd forth in the hoft of heaven ; water rofe to the

furface of the earth, being forced from beneath by the gravity of the latter element. Thus
broke forth the world from the veil of darknefs in -which it wasformerly comprehended

by God; order rofe over the univerfe; the feven heavens were formed, and the fevea

worlda were fixed in their places, there to remain till the great difTolution, when all things

flull be abforbed into God.

God feeing theearth in full bloom, and that vegetation was ftrong from it's feeds, called forth

for thefirft time Intelle^ vbichheeadiKd with various organs andfhapes,to form adiverfityof

animals -upon the earth. He endued the animals with five fenfcs; feeliug, feeing, fmelling,

tafting, and hearing. But to man he gave reflexion, to raife him abov^ the bcaft of the field.

The creatures were created male and female, that they might propagate their fpecies

tipon the earth. Every herb bore the feed of it's kind, that the world might be cloathed

with verdure, and all animals provided with food.

Narud. What doft thou mean, O Father ! by Inteliea?

Brimha. It is a portion of the GREAT SOUL of the univerfe, breathed into aU

creatures, to animate them for a certain time.

Narub. What becomes of it after death ?

Brimna. It aaimatet other iMdies, or returns like a drop into that unbounded oeeaa

from whioh it firft .arofe.

Narud. Shall not then the fouls of good men-receive rewards I Nor the fouls of the

bad meet with punifhment-?

Brimha. The. fbult of men are iHftinguifhed from thofe of othck- animals ; for the firft

are endued with reafon, and with a confcioufnefs of right and wrong. If, therefore, maa

Iholl adhere lo the firft, ai far a» his powei.t fxtead, bit foul, when dif«>gaged from

4 N the
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the bodjr b^ death, diall be abftrbed into the divine eflence, ind fiiall mrer tnort re>>tHi.

mate ll«Qi. But the fouls of tbore who do evil, are not at death difengaged from all the

elements} they are immediately cloathed with a body of fire, air, and akaib, (or ittherral

clement) in which they are for a time punilhed in hell. After the feafon of their grief is

oter, they re-animate c^her bodies } but, till they fliall airive at a ftate of purity, they can

never be absorbed into God.

Narud. What is the nature of that abforbed lUte which thte feiris of g6bd knen enjay

after death ?

Brimha. It is a participation of the divine nature, wbete all |)affions are uUerty un-

known, and where confcioufnefs is loft in blifs.

Narud. Thou faycft, O Father! that untefs the feal is petfe€Uy pair, it cannot beab»

forbed into God : noW, as the aAions of the generality of men arc partly good, and partly

bad, whither are their ^irits ftnt iMnediately after death f

Briumta. They muft atone for their crimes in hell, where they muft remain foir a fpkm

proportioned to the degree of Iheir iniquities ) then Aey rife to heaven, to be rewarded for a

time for their virtues « and ftom thence tfa^ will return to the world, to re>4uuttMte other

bodies. * ,'

NAitii»k Wliat is tihief

BruIaa. Time exifted fVoM alfteterhlty Wfth C^id) bul it canMily be elk'mated fine»

motion wis produced, and onl^ be conceived by the mind freM(t1s«wn ebuAatit progrefs.

Narva. How long ihall thik vKtrld remain t

BrimHA. Until the four jogfs flMll have revolted. Then Rutfder with the ten fpirits of

diUblution flkall tolA * eonnfet uhder the mboh) that Ihall involvt all thing* In fire, atid tt*

duce the world into aflies. God (ball then exift alone, for nutttr Will be letaUy ahni-

hiiated.

Such tl **^ ^hllatlbii ^lith Iff «ii iftgebibtts VMiitm mffeli(#» mt WKiM «r the firft

chapter of the Bedan^, which bears Aich a ptrftR hiiftlbgy to the gfenei^l fafth of the moft

enlightened among mankind^ that w(e a^pt«hend IF ifs authehtidty todd be iFHily elb*

bliibtd, it Would prove of no flnall adVatat:^ tb fh« tkvtk of religioh iti ^iteMl : ftot that

we mean to infinuate that we apprehend the Bedang «b be an irtvehtkifn bf the iMrtior fmht

whom we extraA this and the following parts tof itt bM Wt taknotMp tnmuMttg j^reat

doubts of it's being a compofitidn of Ah^ yfery NHlote init}<|Ulty.

Yhe fecond chapter is laid t6 treat of iFree Will^ Wd this diljpfbfelfMil «»f frMidente^

but in a manner too abftrufi; to be perfeAly undArftood by tholb Whbare WDtlAtMiatcly ac*

quainted with theSchanfcrit language,and therefcvea tnuMatiDn of it has hot bttn attempt-

ed* But this B«dang containt an allegorical account of the vreation^ in whiib the ^ivihe

attributes, and the paffions and faculties of the human nund, are perfcoifibd^ which^as it

may gratify the curiofity of our readers, we Ihall give at Icngthk

Brimb (God) exifted from all eternity, in a form of infinite dimeniiaiw. When it

pleafedhfan to create the world, he Aid^ * Rifevp, O Btimhaf (or Wifdbmof Ood.)

Immediaiely a fpirit of the coloar of ftame iflTHod from his navel, hatfng Amt hwtd* and lour

Bthnha <WillltinJfaKiaf found, and kting hoihiog bM thfe knnMoft imaga oui

•f
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c«f which he had proctedcrd, travtrlled a thoofand jnrt to endeavour to compnifaend it's

dimeitftons} but, after all hii toil, he found himfelf as nuch at a lofs a& before!

Loft in amazement, Brimha gave over his journey. He fell proftratc, and {iraircd

what he Taw, with his four mouths. The Almighty, then, with a voice like ten thoufand

thunders, was pleafcd to fay, * Thou haft done well, O Brimha ! for thou canft not compre-

* hend me !'—* Go and create the world !*—-* How can I create it ?'—
• Afk of mc, and power

* Oiall be given unto thee.'—* O God !' faid Brimha, * thou art almighty in power t*

Brimha forthwith perceived the idea of things, as if floating before his eyes. He faid,

«LET THEM BE,* and all that he faw became real before him. Then fear (truck

the frame of Brimha, left thofe things (hould be annihilated. * O immortal Brimhl*

he cried, * who (hall preferve thofe things which I behold !' In the inflant a fpirit of a blue

colour ilTued from Brimha's mouth, and faid aloud, *I WILL.'—* Then Ihall thy name
* be fiiflien,' (Providence of God) * becaufe thou haft undertaken to preferve all things.*

Brimha then coihmamled Biflien to go and create all animals, with vegetables for their

fubfiftence, to pofllfb that earth which he himfelf had made. Btthen forthwith created all

manner of beafts, fifh, fowl, infeAs, and reptilesi trees and grafs rofe alfo beneath his

hands, for Brimha had invefted him with power. But man was ftill wanting to rule the

wholc( and Brinoha commanded Biflien to form him. Bilhen began the work, but the

men he made were idiots, with great belliev, for he could nut infpire them with know-

ledge i fo that in every thing but in fliape they refembled the beafts of the field. They
had no paifion but to fatisfjr their carnal appetites.

Brimha, ofiended at the men, deftroyed them, and produced four perfons from his own
breath, whom he called by four different names. The name of the iirft was Sinnoc, (Bodyj)

ef the fecond, Sinnunda, (Life;) of the third, Sonnatin, (Permanency;) and of the fourth,

Sonninkunar, (intelledual Exiftence, or Knowledge.) Tbefe four perfons were ordered by

Brimha to rule over the creatures, and to poflefs for ever the world : but they rcfufcd to

do any thing but to praife God, having nothing of the deftruAivc quality in their com«
pofition.

Brimha* for this contempt of his orders, became angry; and, lo! a brown fpirit ftarted

from between bis cyea. He fat down befene Brimha, and began to weep ; then lifting up
his eyes, he aflced him, * Who am I ? and where ftiall be the place of my abode ?'—* Thy
*namelhall be Rudder.,' (the Weeper) faidBrimha, *and all nature fliall bo theplaceof

* abode. But rife up, O Rudder ! and form man to govern the world.*

Rudder immediately obeyed the orders of Brimha. He began the work) but the men he

made were fiercer than tygers, having nothing but the deftruAive quality in their compa£'>

tions. They, however, foon deftroycd one another, for anger was their only paflton. Brim-

ha, Biflien, and Rudder, then joined their different powers ; they created ten men, whofe
names were, Narud,(Reafon;) Dico, (Ingenuity;) Baftifta, (Emulation^) Birga, (Hu-
mility;) Kirku, (Piety;) Pulla, (Pride;) Pulifta, (Patience;) Ongira, (Charity;)

Otteri, (Deceit;) and Murichi, (Mortality.) The general appellation of the whoie

WM the Munks, (or Xjifpired.) Brimha then produced Dirmo, (Fortune,) from his breaftt

Adirmo,
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Adirmo, {Misfortune) from hU back j Loab, (Appetite) from his lip; and Kam, (Love)
from his heart. This laft being a beautiful female, Brimha looked upon her with amo-
rous eyes; but the Munies told him that (he was his own daughter} upon which he
flirunk back, and produced a bluOiing virgin called Ludjn, (Shame.) firimha thinking

his body dcftled by throwing his eyes upon Kdm, changed it, and produced ten women
one of which was given to each of the Munies.

This divifion of the Bedang Shafter contains alfo a lift of the children of the fun; but

thefc, and many fabulous romances grounded on thefe abfurdities, have been long ex-

ploded by the riifiblc j.rvang the Hindoos, though they have laid the foundation for the

general corruption of this religion which hath prevailed among the vulgar.

But the up.t.u n of the author of the Redang, ftripped of this and other fabulous matter,

feems to be a rational fyftem. He maintains that the world was created out of nothing, and

wiJl be again annihilated ; and he inculcates the unity, infinity, and omnipotence of the

Supreme Being: for though he gives a long lift of inferior beings, yet they are apparently

intended to be allegorical, and to reprefent the divine attributes, perfedions and powers;

but the more ignorant among the profeflors of this religion, wanting difcernment to difco-

'Ver thefe allufions, believe in the exiftence of thefe fubaltern divinities, and, like Chrif-

tian bigots of the church of Rome, apply to them as interceflbrs with the Almighty.

The followers of this Shafter do not admit of the exiftence of phyfical evil. They

maintain that all things were created perfeAly good; that man, as a free agent, may be

guilty of moral ill ; but that as this only concerns himfelf and the fociety of which he is

a member, the great fyftcm of nature is unprejudiced by it. They maintain that God

has no paflinn but benevolence, and therefore the puniftiments which the wicked receive

are the natural confequences of their offences, and not the efFedts of the divine wrath:

and thofe amongft the Brahmins who are moft learned afTert, that the hell mentioned in

this Bedang is alfo allegorical, having no other exiftence than in the reflexions of finners,

and the conlcioufnefs of their own demerits.

The next Shafter we ihall mention is the Neadirfen Shafter i of the firft chapter of which

we (hall alfo infert a tranflation from the fame author, as it will ferve to throw a light on

fuch religious tenets as are common to both the grand (e&s of the Hindoos. This is alfo a

dialogue between the fame perfons as are introduced in the (irft chapter of the Bedang

Shafter.

Nauud. O, thou firft of God I Who is the greateft of all beings?

Brimha. Brimh, who is infinite and almighty.

Narud. Is he exempted from death i

Brimha. He is, being eternal and incorporeal.

Narud. Who created the world ?

Brimha. God, by his power.

Narud. Who is the giver of blifs?

Brimha. Kriflien; and whofoever worfliippeth him (ball enjoy heaven.

NarvOi What is his likencfs?

Brimha.-
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• BftiMHA. He hath no likcnefs; but, to (lamp fome idea of him upon the minds of men

who cannot believe in an immaterial being, he is rcprcfontcd under various fymbolicai

forms.

Narud. What image ihall we conceive of him ?

Brimha. If your imagination cannot rife to devotion without an image, fuppofe with

yourfclf that his eyes are like the Lotos, his complexion like a cloud, his cloathing of the

lightning of heaven, and that he hath four hands.

Narud. Why (hould we think of the Almighty in this form?

Brimha. His eyes may be compared to the Lotos, to fhew that they arc always open, like

that flower, which thegreateft depth of water cannot furmount. His complexion being

like that of a cloud, is' an emblem of that darknefs with which he veils himfelf from mortal

eyes. His cloathing is of lightning, to exprefs that awful majefty which furrounds him;

and hi^ four hands arc fymbols of his ftrength and almighty power.

N ARUD. What things are proper to be offered unto him ?

Brimha. Thofc things which are clean, and ofl^ered with a grateful heart. But all

things which by the law are reckoned impure, or have been defiled by the touch of a wo-

man in her times; things which have been coveted by your own foul, feized by oppreflion,

dr obtained by deceit, or that have any natural blemifh, are offerings unworthy of God.

Narud. We are commanded, then, to make offerings to God ofAich things as are pure,

and without blemifhi by which it (hould appear that God eateth and drinketh like mortal

man ; or, if he doth not, for what purpofe are our offerings ?

Brimha. God neither eats nor drinks, like mortal men. But if you love not God,

your offerings will be unworthy of him : for as all men covet thegood things of this world,

God requires a free offering of their fubflance, as the flrongeft teftimony of their gratitude

and inclinations towards him.

Narud. How is God'to be worlhipped P

Brimha. With no felfifli view} but for love of his beauties, gratitude for his favours,

and admiration of his greatnefs.

Narud. How can the human mind fix itfelf upon God, as it is in it's nature change-

able, and perpetually running from one objeA to another i

Brimha. True,themind isftrongerthanan elephant, whom men have found means to fub-

duc, though they have never been able entirely to f\ibdue their own inclinations; but the An-
kufh (or Good ) of the mind is true wifdom, which fees into the vanity of all worldly things.

" Narud. Where (hall we find true wifdom ?

' Rrimha. In the fociety of good and wife men.
' Narud. But the mind, in fpite of reftraint, covets riches, women, and all worldly

pleafutcs. How are thefe appetites to be fubdued i

Brimha. If they cannot be overcome by rcafon, let them be mortified by penance. For

this purpofe it will be neceffary to make a public and folemn vow, left your refolution

fhould be (haken by the pain which attends it.

Narud. We fee that all men arc mortal. What flate is there after death ?

4. O Brimha.
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Brimita. The fouls of fucb good men at retain a fmall degree of worldly indinaiions,

will enjoy Surg (Heaven] for a tinw} but the fouls of thofe who are holy OiuU be ab-

forbed into God, never more to re-animate flcfli. The wicked fhall be puniOied inNirick»

(Hell) for a certain fpacej and afterwards their fouls are permitted to wander in fcarchof

new habitations offlefli.

Narud. Thou, O father! doft mention God as one; yet we are told that Ran,
whom we are taught to call God, was born in the houfe of Jeflarit ; that Kiflien, whom
we call God, was born in the houfe of Bafdeoi and many others in the fame manner. In

what light are we to take this myftery t

Brimha. You are to look upon thefe as particular manifeftations of the providence of

God for certain great ends; as in the cafe of the fixteen hundred women, called Gopi.

When all the men of Sirendiep (or Cylon) were deftroyed in war, the women prayed for

bulbands; and they had all their defires gratified in one night, and became with child.

Bat you are not to fuppofe that God, who is in this cafe introd uced as the ador, is liable

to the human paffions or frailties, being in himfelf pure and incorporeal : at the fame time

he may appear in a thoufand places, by a thoufand names, and in a thou(and forms, yet

continue the fame unchangeable in his divine nature.

The NeadirfenShafterdiffers greatly in it's philofophy from thatofthe Bedang,though both

agree about the unity of the Supreme Being; and, to enable our readers to form fome idea of

the Neadirfen, we (ball, from the author already quoted, give fomeextrads from that Shaftcr.

Neadirfen is a compound of Nea, fignifying Right; and Dirfen, to Teach or Explain; fo

that the word may be tranflated, an Exhibition of Truth. It is not efteemed fo ancient as

the Bedang; yet is faid to have been written by a philofopher, called G< im, near four

thoufand years ago. The philofophy contained in this Shafter is abftrufe and metaphyfi-

cal; and therefore it is admitted to be a matter of doubt whether the tranflator has been, in

all cafes, able to retain the original meaning of the writer, under thereftraint of being ob-

liged to adhere to a literal tranflation.

The greater part of the Hindoos of Bengal, and almoft all the northern provinces of

Indoftan, efteem the Neadirfen a facred Shafter; but this is denied by thofe of the De-

can, Coromandel, and MalaSar, who totally reje£l ir. It is contained in feven volumes,

the firft only of which appears ti> have been tranflated ; but it is underftood that this, and

the fubfequent volumes, comprize a compleat fyftem of the tbeologic and philofophic opi-

nions of the Brahmins of the Neadirfen fed.

The author of this code confiders the prefent ftate of nature, and the intelleAual facul-

ties, as far as they may be inveftigated by human reafon; and from thence draws bis con-

cluftons. He reduces all things to fix principal heads ; fubftance, quality, motion, fpe-

cies, afllmulation, and conftruAion. In fubftance, befides time, fpace, fife, and fpirit,

he comprehends earth, water, fire, air, and akafh, (cr the aethcrcal element.) The four

grofTcr elements he defcribes as under the immediate comprehenflon of our bodily fcnfes^

and akafh, time, fpace, foul, and fpirit, under mental perception.

He aiTerts that all obje£ts of perception are equally real, as we cannot comprehend tbe

nature of a folid body, any more than the fame extent of fpace. He maintains that diftance,

in
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{n point of time and fpaee, are equally incomprehenrible ; (o that if vre (hall admit fpace to

be a real exigence, time mud be fo too : that the foul, or vital principle, is a fubtile ele-

ment which pervades all things i for that inlelleA, which, according to experience in ani«

malt, cannot proceed from organization and vital motion only, muft be a principle totally

diftinA from them.

He fays, that the author of the Bcdang, finding it impoffible to form an idea of fubftance,

hath afTerted that all nature is a mere delufion; but as imagination muft be a£led upon by

fome real exiftencc, (and it cannot be conceived that it can aA upon itfelf) the conclufion

will be, that there is fomething real, otherwife philofophy is at an end.

He then proceeds to explain hit fecond principal quality; which, according to bis doc-

trine, comprehends twenty-four things} form, tafte, fmell, touch, found, number, quan-

tity, gravity, folidity, fluidity, elafticity, conjunAion, feparation, priority, pofteriority, di-

vifibility, tndivifibility, accident, perception, eafe, pain, deflre, averfion, and power. Mo-
tion is, according to him, of two kinds, direfl and crooked. Species is his third prin-

ciple, including all animals and natural productions. And the laft principle is the artificial

conftru£tion or formation of things j as, a ftatue from a block of marble, a houfe from

ftones, or cloth from cotton.

After reafoning upon thefe principles, and their nature and origin, he concludes with af-

ferting, that five things muft of neceflity be eternal. The firft of thefe is the Great Soul{

who, he fays, is immaterial, unique, invifible, eternal, and indivifible} poflcfling omni-

fcience, reft, will, and power.

Hit fecond eternal principle is the Vital Soul; which he fuppofes is material, and gives

it the following properties: number, quantity, motion, contraAion, extenfion, divifibility,

perception, pleafure, pain, defire, averfion, accident, and power. He gives a great variety

of reafons for maintaining that the vital foul is different from the great foul. And it is upon

this head that the followers of the Bedang and Neadirfen principally difBrr: the firft affirm*

ing, that there is no foul in the univerfe but Godj and the fecond ftrenuoufly maintaining

the contrary opinion ; as they cannot conceive that God can be fubjeA to fuch aflfi:Aions

and paffions as they feel in their own minds, or that he can poffibly have a propenfity to

evil; evil, according to the author of the Neadirfen Shafter, proceeding entirely from the

vital foul, and being a felfifli, craving principle, never to be fatisfied; whereas God remains

in eternal reft, without any defire or paflon but benevolence.

The third eternal principle of this philofopher is Time, or Duration ; which, y he argues,

muft of neceflity have exifted as long as any thing has exifted, and is therefore infinite.

The fourth principle isSpace,or£xtcnfion, without which nothing could have been; and

at it comprehends all quantity, or rather is infinite, he maintains that it it indivifible and

eternal. The fifth eternal principle is AkaOi, that fubtile and pure element which fills

up the vacuum of fpace, and is compounded of quantities infinitely fmall, indivifible, and

perpetual. God, according to this philofopher, can neither make nor annihilate thefe

atoms, on account of the love which he heart to them, and the neceffity of their exiftencei

but they are in other cefpcAs totally fubfervicnt to hit pleafure.

He
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He holds tli.it, at a certain feafon, (jod endued thcfc atoms with plitflicityi by virtue nf

whiili they arranged themfilvcs into four grofs elcm?nt«, fiic, air, water, and earth : thcfe

atoms being from the beginning formed by God into the feeds of all produtSlicnii, the

vital foul allbcijtcd with th;:m ; fo that animals and plants of various kinds were produced

vi^m the fdccof thecTiith.

, He maintains, that the lame vital foul which before aflbciatcd with the quantity of an

Animal, may afterwards »flbciatc with the quantity of a man; and this tranfmigration i<i

iliUinguifhcd by three names, one of which literally fignifies. The Change of Abode. 'I he

lupcriority of man, according to theNeadirfen, conftflsonlyin the finer organization of his

parts; from which proceed reafon, reflection, and memory, which the brutes only poflll'i

in an inferior degree, on account of their Icfs refined organs.

He fuppofcs, as well as the author of the Bedang, that the foul, after death, aflumes a body

of fire, air, and ethereal element; unlefs, in the carnal body, it has been fo purified by piety

and virtue, that it retains no fclfifh inclinations; in which cafe it is abforbcd into the

great foul of nature, never more to re-animate flcfli : and this is to be the reward of all

thofe who worfliip God from pure love and admiration, without any felfifli views. Thofc

who (hall worfliip God from motives of future happincfs, fliall be indulged with their de<

fires in heaven for a certain time: but they muft alfo expiate their crimes by fuffcring

adequate punifliments; and afterwards their fouls will return to the earth, and wander about

for new habitations, where they fliall cafually aflbciate with the firft organized quantity

they fliall meet. They fliall not retain any confcioufnefs of their former (late, unlefs it is

particularly revealed to them by God : but thofc favoured pcrfons are very few* and are

djftinguiflied by a particular name.

The author of the Neadirfen teaches, that the fins of the parents will defcend to their

pofterity; and, on the other hand, that the virtues of the children will mitigate the punifli«

ment of the parents in hell, and haften their return to the earth. Of all fins, he holds in-

gratitude to be the grcateft ; and condemns the fouls of thofe who are guilty of that black

crime to remain in hell while the fun remains in heaven, or till the general diflblution of

all things.

He defcribes intelle£l as formed by the combined aiflion of the fenfes; which, according

to his computation, are fix in number; five external, and one internal. The laft he calls

Manus, (which feenis to imply Confcience;) and in this he comprehends reafon, percep-

tion, and memory; and concludes, that by their means only mankind may poffibly ac-

quire knowledge.

Proceeding to explain the manner in which thcfe fenfes a*^, he fays, fight arifes from

the repulfive qualities of bodies, by which the particles of light which fall upon them

are reflected back upon the eyes from all parts of their furfaces. Thus the obje£t is painted

in a perfe^ manner upon the organ of feeing, whither the foul repairs to receive the image.

He affirms, that unlefs the foul fixes it's attention upon the figure in the eye, nothing can

bo perceived by the mind; for a man in a profound reverie, though his eyes are open to the

light, perceives nothing. Colours, he fays, are particular feelings in the eye, whidi arc

pioporttoned to the quantity of light reflected from any folid body.

He
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Hf define* hearing in the fame manner at the philornpheri of Furopc; with tliis diffe-

rence only, that he fuppofes the found which aftcifl* the car is conveyed through the purer

ethereal clement, and not by the air. 'I'aftc he treats n$ a fiiif-ition of the tongue and pa-

late, occafioned hy the particular form of thofe particles which compofc food ; and fmell,

as proceeding from the effluvia which efcape from bodies, and approach the noftrils; the

feeling, which arifcs from touching, ii occafioned by the contact of denfc bodies with the

fkin, which, as well at the whole body, excepting the bones, the hair, and the nails, is,

in his idea, the oigan of that fcnfc; and he accounts for this opinion by defcribing very

fmall nerves running from all parts of the (kin to a great nerve, which he didinguiflics by

the name of Medda, This nerve he fuppofcs to be compofcd of two different coat;, the

one fi-nfitive, and the other infenfiblei that it extends from the crown of the h-ad down
the right fuie of the vertebra of the back, to the right fcotj that when the body becomes

languid, the foul, fatigued with aiHion, retires within the infenfible coat, which checks

the operation of the fenfcs, and occafions found deep: but fliould there remain in the foul

a fmall inclination to aiSlion, it darts into the fenfitivc part of the nerve, and dreams imme*

diately arife before it. Thefe dreams, he fays, invariably relate to fomething perceived be-

fore by the fenfcs, though the mind may combine the ideas together atpleafure.

He dcfcribes confcienceas the internal feeling of the mind, when it is no way aflre£ledby

external objctSlsj and reafon, at that faculty of the foul which enablct us to conclude that

things and circumdances exift, from analogy to things which had before fallen under the

conception of our bodily fenfes. For inftance, when we fee fmoak, we conclude that it

proceeds from a fire } when we fee one end of a rope, we are pcrfuaded it mud have

another.

By Reafon, he laya, men perceive the cxiftence of God, which the Atheids deny, becaufe

his exidence does not come within the comprehenfion of the fenfes : and he defcribes thefe

Athcids as maintaining that there is no God but the univerfc; that there is neither good

norevil in the world} tbatthereis no fuch thing as a foul i thatall animals cxid by a mere me-

chanifm of the organs, or by a fermentation of the elements^ and that all natural produc-

tions are but the fortuitous concourfc of things.

He mentions another fcik of unbelievers, who are of opinion that all things werepro-

duced by chance. Thit doArinehe refutes, by obferving, that chance it fo far from be-

ing the origin of all things, that it has but a momentary exidence of it's own, being

alternately created and annihilated at period* infinitely fmall, depending wholly on the

a£lion of real cflences} and that this a£tion is not accidental, for it mud inevitably pro-

ceed from fome natural caufe. Let dice be rattled eternally in a box, they are determined

in their motion by certain invariable laws. What, therefore, is called chance, is but an..

efFed proceeding from imperceptible caufes.

Perception he defines to be that faculty by which we indantaneoufly know things

without the help of reafon. This is denoted by relation, or fome didinguifliing propert/

in things; fuch as, high and low, long and ihort, great and fmall, hard and foft, cold and

hot, black aad white.
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He rpeaks of memory as theelafticityof the mind, which it emplnystl in three dilFcrent

ways: on things prcfent as to time, but ablbnt as to place ; on things pafl^ and on

things, to come.

Afwr dir:ning the origina! properties of nvitter, and the paflions and faculties of the

mind, he proceeds ro treat of generation, which he divides into two kindsj thut produced

by contact, and that which talces place without. By the former, he fays, all animals are

produced} and ai! p<ant& by the latter : that the feed of things was formed fiom the be-

ginning, with all it's parts; :ind that when it happtns to be depofited in a womb (uitaL e

to it's nature, a foul atibciates with it; and by afiimulating more matter, it gradually be-

cor.\cs a creature, or plant; for that plants, as well as animals, hic poflefled of a portion

of the vital foul of the world.

In ouc part of his work, he treats diffufively of Providence and free-will; dividing

&•: iHUrn of man into three heads ; the will of GoJ, the power of man, and cafual or ac-

ciJmtnl events. In explaining the fitO-^ he nvvintains a particular Providence; in the t'c-

cond, the freedom of the vill in man ^ au} i-i the third, the common courfe of thing*, ac-

cording to the general laws of nature, 'a'ith refpeft to Providence, though he dees not

deny the po/Eblity of it's exiftcnce, which would be to divcft God of his omnipotence; he

fuppofes th.it the Deity never exerts that power, but that he reifiains in eternal reff, tskiiig

no concern either in human affairs, or in the courfe of the operations of nature.

The author of this Shafter maintains, that the wcrid is fubjeft to fucceffivcditTolutioni

and renovations, at certain dated periods. He divides thefe diflblutions into the lifllr

and the greater. The lelTer dilTolution, he fays, will happen at the end of a revolution «f

the Jugs : the world will ht then confumed by fire, and the elements will be jumbird

together; but, after a certain fpace of time, they will again rcfunie their former order,

When a thoufand of thofc fmallcr diffoiutions ftall haw happened, a great diffolution

will take place; and then all the -.'e.ncnts wiii he reduced to their original quantikics, or

atoms; in which ftatc they will nrnain a longtimv% till God l)iilt, from his mere goodncis

and pSeaf^ire, rcftore pladicity, when a new creation will aiifc; and thus things have re-

volved in fucceflion from the beginning, 'nd will continue todo fo to Rtcrnity.

From this doftrirs of rqieatrddiffuluticn.' and renovations, the '»iv*r!t;f,jni oi ihe Brah-

mins have deduced many allegorical fydcnis of creation, which are conta'ned in ti'c «lif-

ferent Shailcrs; and this accounts for the various cvdcs of rtie Gtmoo faiih whuh
have been promul^^ated in Europe, and which have been coUei^ed from Brahutins of dif-

ferent fcAs.

In defcribing fome of the renovations of the world, Brimha (or the WiitioAi of God ) is

reprefcnted in the form of an infant with his toe in hit mouth, floating on a comala or

water-flower, or fomt'timc? upon a leaf of th.it plant, upon the watery aliyfs; and by this

allegory, the Brahmins mean to fignify, iihat, at that time, th', wifdom and defigns of

God will appear an in their infant (hte; Brimha floating upon a leaf, being deflgnfd to

fhew the inftability of things at that period; the toe, which he fucks in hit month, to

imply that Infinite wifdom fubfiih of itfclf; and ihc pofuion of Btimka's body, to fcrve

41 an emblem of the cndlcfi circle ofcuiflity.

We
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Wc fee Brimha is rometimes rcprefcntcd crcfping forth from a winding (hell, which i«

embicrnatic uf the 'ntraccable v/»f by whic'i Divine VViAJom iHuck from the infinite

ocean of Gud. He appears, at other times, blowing up the world with a pipe; which im-

plies, that the catch is but a bubble of vanity, which the breath of his mouth can dvflruy.

And in one of the renovations Brimhi it cxlubited in the form of a fnake, onr cna of which

is upon a tortoifc, floating upon the vail abyfsi and upon the other end he fuppnrtt the

world. The fnakc is here the emblem of wifdomi the tortoife is a fymbol of fccurtty,

which, figur4tively. figniAcs Providcnccj and the vuii abyfs, is the itcrnity and infinitude

of God.

From the foregoing tenets of the proftn'jrs of the Hindoo dr Gentoo faith, it will ap-

pear, tiiat the Brahmins invariably bcliiy« in the unity, eternity, o:nnifcienct, and omni-

potence of Cicii , and that the charge of plurality of divinities is founded only in their

fymbolical adoration of the divine attributes under the denomination of names which fig-

nify the Witdom and i'i>wcr of God, his providence in the prctletvationd'his creatures,

uid his t.'spabiiity ;)f annihilation or deftrutSlion.

But pf ieflcrsft and fuperflition have introduced a fy(teni of religion vrry diR'crent from

the purity of chat which wc have jufi dvfcribcd^ and in thisi, which prevails chiefly among

the vulgar, a thouland di/Tcrcnt divinities are worfliippcd under Uie repre&ntations of as

rcany diiierent idoin : thcfe receive, as articles of faith, rvery !cgend and allegory which has

been tranfmittcd to tbem from titeir ancctlors, whilft the rnoie Seamed and refmed look up

to tht^ Divinity through the medium of reafon and truths and rcje<5l the errors which, trotn

iiie caufes jui( mrntioned, have been obtruded into *'.Wi ordinary forms of (heir religion*

Of the religious pradice of thcfe different fei^s, the accounts wc have rcifivcd are very

far from being certain or explicit : it is, however, generally agreed, that they pay an cx»

crAordinary dcgrm of veneration to a cow, which thvy sbifiain from killing, principally

from a I'pirit of gratitude} a principle which, as wc haveoblrrvn), t« highly inculcated in

tbcir fiicred writings-, and the frnfe of which will not permit them to dcflroy sn animwl to

whon they «rc indebted for milk, and it's variuuk prcparation^i^ The moi! innoc<-nv, and, in

thci: opinion, the moli delicious food in the would. Yet th«y fixm to carry their tv(^i\ for

thit Lvouiiiti animal very far beyond ;i gr^cei'ui icmcmbrance of >,hc b«;i^ttits ihcy icceivff

fium iti for they not only purify thcmftlvcs with xln urine, but fwallow it m^ a fptciftc

Bgainft tttn^oral evils, and a preiervativc from temptation and vice: with the aflics of the

caecremcnt they coucl. ditfcrcnt p^trttof the body^ .nnd attribute to this operation i\u fame

virtues as to the u(eof the urine i and with the frcfh- fallen dun^^ they miti.; the doors and

window-f.airics of their hoiifes, a* a charm ngaiiift the approach yf inistoi tunc.

Many other t'c.if<i>ns arc afli<i;iicd (or this cxtiaofiiinwry aifsi'lion to the cow ; and, amnng
the lift, a belief that the botly o) il\is uninial be;oin«« the reccptAcIc of ihofe fouls who,
tituughnot (o pure «« to beablbibcd in (icd, huye yet auaincd ntarcltto that degree of pi;

-

ftiltion. The Hindoos alio maintiin, that this favoured t^eafl is employed, after it's detlh,

iu tr.vnfporiing fouls over a pyeat river, which they would be unable to pafs without

Uying hold of it's tail ; and that (loii, btipg oficndcd at the Uanfgrcffions oi (.noiikijid, hi»

w;ath WW i^peafcd by thcfacrilice of a cow.

Yet
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Yet thcdoiflri.te of the Metempfychofi* is moft probably t!v: chiff reafon of this tcndc-

mfs to ihcfc atiimaU ; »s it is extended, in a cirt.tin degree, to every creature which is tn-

fpired by the breath of lif? •, far, conceiving ih.it no boafi: is too 5argc, nor any infcdl too

final!, to be the rctcpticlf. of a foul wh'ch has formerly informed a human body, thty

avoid, with tb* utmoil care, the death of any livioij bcinj's fiom an appichi-nfion, that

however minute and inconfiJcrablc, or however deformed and loathfomc i: may be, it iii;iy

poflibly contain the foul of fomc iicquaintance, friind, or relation. Thus the infcv! vir-

min which infefts their bodies, and the elephant, whofe ftrrngth and ufcfulncfs excit .- their

admiration, arc equally protected from violence, and equally the objcfls of a Gentoy's

care and tcnderncf-i.

Nor is their care confined merely to the prcfcrvation of their livc« ; they fti ivc alfo to con-

tribute to ihe happinefs of the brute creation; they etci\ hufpitals for dcccafed and maimed

animaldi and will purchafc lame and injured cows, horfcs, goats, or dogs, of Maho'iictans

and Chriiliant, which they will feed and attend, tu prevent their being deilroyed by their

owners as ufelcf* burdens. I'he very flics participate in their bounty, and are frequently

fed by them with fugar and milk; and they CcMci rice about ant~hilb, ;hat thrfi- :ndu(l:ri>

ous infctHs may not bu at a lofs for a winter provifion. And if any animal, or reptile, is

found about their houfei, and particularly, if it happen!^ to enter them, they conclude the

vifitor is one of their departed friends or rcl^tltoiis, and provide for it's entertainment th.-tt

kind of fotxi which they conceive is mod likely t(^ gratify it in il'u prclcnt (iate.

They have no certain and fixed times for the performance of divine worAiip in public

alTcmbliesi each individual enters the temple or pagoda, when his convenience or inclina-

tion dircilts, and offers his devotions before either of the idols he finds there, according to

hit own choice. Their worfhip confifts principally in finging, mufic, and offerings} though

feme of the more devout among them prefer their petitions to the Almighty, with a decency

and fervour which would do honour to the mod fcriousChriftian.

The Gioghies, or Senafleys, are a fe£l of mendicant philofophers, commonly known by

the name of Fakiers, or Faquirs; which, literally, fignific| Poor People. I'hcfe idle and

pretended devotees aiTemble fometimcs in armies of ten or twelve thoufand ; and, under a

pretext of making pilgrimages to certain temples, lay whole countries under contribution.

Thefe pretended fuinti wear no cloaths, ;re generally very robuft, and convert the wives

of the Icfs holy part of mankind to their rwn ufe, upon their religious progrefl'es. They

admit any man of parts into their numbe -; and take great care to inflrutllt their difciples in

every branch of knowledge, to make thecrdi'r the more revered among the vulgar.

When this naked army of vigorous faints dirc£l their march to any temple, the men of

the provinces through which their road lies very often fly before them, notwithllaiiding

their faniiiified chararter. But the women arc, In general, more refolute; and not only re-

main in their dwellings, but apply frequently for the prayers of thofc holy pcrfons,

which are found to be mod effei^tua in cafes of fter;!ity. When a Fakier is at prayers with

the lady of the houfe, he leaves eithi r his flipper, or his Haft', at the door; '.vhicb, iffeen by

the hufband, cfftdlually prevents him from dillurbisjj their devotion. But (hould hr be fo

unfortunatt
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vnfortunate as n6t to mind thofc fignalit, a found drubbing is the inevitable eonfequence

of his incrufion.

Though ihe fakiers enforce with their arms that reverence which the people of Indoftan

hive naturally for their order, they alfo infli>a voluntary penances of very extraordinary

flaturt's upon them fclvcs to increafc the rcfpeit of the vulgar. They fometiines hoid up

me arm in 'a fixed pofttion, till it becomes fliiFand remains in that fttuation during the

ltd of their lives. Some clench th;ir fith very hard, and keep them fo till their nails

grow into their palms, and appear through the back of their hands. Others turn their

face!i over one fhouldcr, and keep them in that fttuation till they fix for evcrj their heads

Kiokinf: backward. Marty turn their eyes to the point of their nofc, till thiry have loft the

power of looking in any other direction: thefc laft pretend fometiines to fee what ihcy cjll

she facred fire; which virton, no doubt, proceeds from fome difordcr arifing from the

d'sltortion of the optic nrrv<;».

It often appears to Kuropcans in India a matter of amufcmcnt to converfc with thofi;

diilorted and naked phitofophers, though thsir knowledge and external appearance exhibit

a very flriking contraft. Some cf them arc really what they feem, tnthufiaftsj but the

greater par-t altume the charai^er Of fanftityj as a cloak for their plcafurcs. But what ac-

lup'ily makes them a public nuifanrc, and the avcrfion of poor hufl»ands, is, that the wo-

ifirn think they derive fome hotincfi; tothcmf<rlves from an intimacy with a fakier.

M,iny other ftrangc and abfurd culloms, bcfidcs thofe wc hav;? mentioned, are peculiar to

thofc religious mcndicaiits. liut enthuilaftic pcnnnces arc not confined to them alonej

ffmtof the vulgar, on the fad of Oppofs, fufpend thcmfclves on iron books, by the flc3i

of the flioulder-bladc, to the end of a bram. This beam turns round with great velocity,

i)ii! theciithufinft not only fcems infenfibic of pain, but very often blow* a trumpet, as he

i< whirled about j and, at certain intervals, fings a fong to the gaping multitude below, who
very highly admire hi« fortitude, and applaud his devotion. This ridiculous cuftom is

kipt up to commemorate the fuffcrings of a fuppofcd martyr, who was in thai maimer tor^

turptl for hit faith.

''nous reafons have been afligned by different writers for the prevalence of thefe fclf-

tci, ;;ng ceremonies
i
but the ! cH which has been ulTcrid, fecms to b? the idea that the

paviiiit endurance of fuch voluntary punifhments mry fc.v as an aton?m?nt for .he crimes

f'f the fuffcrer; rod the repetition <if thefe tortures, by degree;, wean thtn from a!I worldly

plrafiin s, and enable thnn to fix their attentions on the Deity only, ar.d to employ their

wlin> fncuitics in the contemplation of that Being who is alone worthy to fill the mind of

mun with awe, veneration, refpeft, and love.

Bit fraud and vanity have, without doiihr, confulcrablc influence in the praAice of

thcfc fcvcritic*-, which obtain for the perpetrator, of thefc fJif-infliiflcd cruelties a full in-'

tiolgcnceof their moft fotifual Tppctitis, under the cloak of holinefs and ftligious faiu'lity;

ami the moft pcrfL(ft gratification ofthit thirft for fame, which, in fuch a variety of (h;ipcy,

fxifts ill the human mind; fincc, in defiance of the repeated proofs of the (^rofllft impiii-

tiviiu, numbers of thefe devotees have (till the reputation of being a«Sfuati.-d liy motives of
jiurc and undiliembled piety; and, iiiconfcqucnce of this opinion, arc net only held in the

4. Ci. hijjhtll

' fmi4

i :
' >

i n m

m

4>
, .:-i^



S}t A 8 I A.

higheft iftii«n tod Tcneratioii, but are aAiuUy. fuppoled to be eaptble of perromiag mi*
racleSygmt numbers of which arcdaily attributed to tiiefe mortified penance-enduring faintK

Nor laufl we omit to mention among their miracles the ordeal trials of melted lead, or

boiling oii» which are continually pra^ifed in this country, and that too without the

ftnaUeft appevrance of fraud, pridltraft, or impofturei for it is afletted, that feveral of the

Engliih chiefs of fettlcments in this empire have exerted their utmofl endeavours to de-

\t& any concerted attempt to impofc on the credulity of the bigotted Gentoos^ to which

end they have c; ufed the party that was to undergo it not only to be locked up in their own.
guard-room or prifon, but have feen the hand which was to be plunged into the melted

lead» or oil, bour.d up with a handkerchief clofely tied round the wrift, and fcaled with'

their own feals, which remained unbroken till the inftant of the public ceremony : and

notwithftanding t'.iis, and every other precaution which the moft determined incredulity and

fuipicion of fraut' could devifc, they were unable to <lete£l any trick or juggle, or make

any difcovery which could lead even to a confirmation of that fufpicion which muil na-

turally afife in the minds of thofe whofe faith will net permit them to fuppofe that the

Almighty will thus depart from his immutable laws, for the determination ofqucftions

which, in every other part of the globe, are only to bt decided by the teAimony of wit-

nefTes to (he crime fuppofed to be committed.

The ceremony is performed with great folemnity. The party who has appealed to this

trial for his innocence, whether on fufpicion of murder, theft, conjugal infidelity in the

women, or even of denying a debt, is publicly brought to the fide of the fire, on which is-

a cauldron, or pot full of boiling water or oil, but moft'< commonly melted lead: the

prince or magiftrate of the country being prefcnt, the hand of the fufpeAed party is previ>

oufly clean waflied, and a leaf of the brab-treo, with the accufation written upon it, is girt

round his waiftj and then,, on a fblemn invocation of the Deity by a Brahmin, the perfon

plungesinhis hand, fcoopingup the boiling fluids and if he draws itout unhurt, isabiblvcd,

othcrwife he receives the punifhment prefcribed by the laws for the crime of which he has

been accufed. And fo firmly believed is this method of purgation, that even fume of the

Indian Chriftians and Moors have been reported to have voluntarily fubmitted their caufes

to it's decifion, on their own perfonal experiments.

Before the late changes and revolutions had perverted the form and order of government,

the emperor of I.ndolbn pofEefTcd abfolute and uncontroulable power; the lives and pro-

perties of the greatcft chiefs,, and the meanefi fubjects, were held alike at his pkafurc: the

power of the former, however, fometimcs enabled them to efcape punifhment ; while the

latter were not only flaves to the monarch, but fubje£t to the double tyranny of the pro-

vincial governors ; thofe who were diflinguifhed by the name of nabubs, and of whom

wc fhall fpnak farther hereafter, having, in their refpcciive jurifdiflionf:, the powers o( lite

and death, and being ir all other particiJiir< inveAcd with regal authority, though they

governed in the name of the emperor, and collcdlcd revenues for his ul'e.

The lands throughout India are confidercd as the pro}>erty of the crown, fomc heredi-

tary diflricls only excepted, which are poflcflcd by Gentoo princes, for which th«:y were

tributary to the empire whilA it retained it's vigouri but thcfu princes maintained the

abl'oluw
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abfoiute jurifdiAion, «nd the whole execative power. The monarch is alfoefteemed the gene*

nl heir of ali his fubjefist but when there were children to inherit, they were felJoiti deprived

of their father's eftate, which was divided among them in equal proportions, unlcfs the for-

tune was large eiioHgh to be a temptation, or could be pretended to have been amafled in

die opprefBve government of a province; in which cafe it was ufually feized for the public

goffers: but even then, the children or near relations, were allowed a certain proportion for

their fubfiftence, at the difcretion of the cafy, or judge, to whom the enquiry was referred^

But this is only to be underftood of grandees or chiefs^ the efftAsofmerchants, tradefmen, and

mechanics, were never confifcated by the crown, if the dcceafed left children or relations.

When the manner in which the Moguls obtained the throne of Indoftan, and the man-
ner in which they have maintained their feat on it, are confidered, it will not appear extra-

ordinary, that the emperors (hould aflume a power of nominating their fucceflbrs by will.

Nor is this claim of rojml prerogative peculiar to the monarchs of Indoflan; nations much
more remarkable for political freedom, have been, within the laft twocenturies^ transferred

like private property, though it does not appear that thefe telYamentary difpofitions hnve

ever been confidcred as facred, either in Europe or Indoftan: for in both parts of the

world, right of fticccflton is fuppofed to be veiled in the male heirj though, in Afu, ths

laft will of the king fometimes fuperfedes the idea of juftice. But whatever prejudice

may prevail in favour of' the firft-born, .there Is no didindion made in the empire of In-

doftan between natural children and thofe born in wedlock; every child brought forth

in the haram, whether by wives or concubines, being equally legitimate, and equally en-

titled to reign under the will of the father, or the fivour of the people, which often pre-

fers the fpurious to the legal ifltte.

The vizier was generally firft minilter offtate; all ediAs and public deeds pafs under his

ftal, the royal fignet being firft affixed to them. The office of vizier extend* to various

departments, in each of which all commiffions, patents for honorary titles, and grants

forjaghires, or diftridts of territory, are carefully regiftered. The royal exchequer is com-

mitted to his carci and he keeps accounts with the dewans, or receivers of the royal reve-

nues in feveral provinces, in all matters which concern the finances. But thisufttcer, fincc

the fall of the empire, has become 'independent of his maflcr; and having feiaud on a portion

of it, reigns there in a right of his own creation.

A Viikiel Matuluck was fometimes appointed by the king. The power of this officer

is fupcrior to that of the vizier-, for he not only has the fupcrintende icy of civil, but slfo

of all niilitary affairs; which laft is never any part of the viKirr's office ; the Amir ul Om-
rah, or Bukfhi, being independent captain-general anJ paymaflcr of the forces. The Va-

kicl Matuluck fecms, in a great meafure, to rcfemblc the Roman dictator, being an officer

to whcm the king for a time delegates his whole power, referving only to himfeif the im-

perial title, and the enfigns of royalty.

The emperor of InJoftan gives (or ratherdid give, for in his prcfent fituation he is but

the fhidowot gi 'oef
)
public audience twice a day from the throne; to which all peti-

tioners, without (t.;i;in6\ion, are admitted, after paffingthroUiTh the ufual ceremonies. They
ate p milted to traal'mit their written complaints through the hands of the Aiiz Beg, or
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lord of the reqiiefts, who attends in order to prefent them to the king, who reads them Ml
himfcir, and fignifie* hit pleafure in a few words, written upon them with hit own
hand. If any thing m the petitiojt .;p^art doubtful, it is immediately referred to the SnJ-

dcr ul Sudder, who feenis to be a kind of a chief juftice, to be examined, and difpofcd uf

according to law.

The laws of the Mahometans of Indnftan are not written, except fuch as are containrd

in the Koran; yet there arc certain prefcriptions, founded upon reafon and immemoiijj

cuftoin, which have been committed to writing; and by thcfe fome caufcs are determined,

and uiHceis arc appointed by the crown, under the name of Canongoes, who, for certain

fees, explain thcfe written prcfcriptions to the people, on occafions of difpute. In

every diftridl there is a crutchery, or court of juflicc, eftabliflied; but thcfe courts are ex-

tremely venal, and even the legal fees for determining a caufc concerning property amount

to one fourth of the value of the matter in difpute. Their decifions, are, however, very expe-

ditious; and, through fear of the difpleafurc of the king, who invariably punilhed, with ihc

utmoA fcverity, corrupt judges, the c-ifys were obliged to colour their determinations with

the appearance of equity. Of particular laws of the G>-ntoas we (hall treat hereafter.

It was not until the empire was in a declining ftate, that the management of the pro-

vinces was committed to nabobs, or military governors, who farmed the revenu'^s at certain

fum;, and refcrvod the overplus for their own ufe. Originally, the nabobs were only

c/immanders in the army; who, receiving their orders from court through the dewan, ur

civil oflicer appointed to collect the revenues for the emperor, paid the bare expcnces of

the government of the province in which he commanded, and remitted the furplus to the

imperial treafury. Dut the nabobs pofll-fTing the military power, ufurped the authority of

the civil officers; and purpofely encouraged diviftnns, faiSlions, and infurre^tions that

great Handing armies might be neceflary; in thcnanagement of which they cuntrivcd to

have large fums pal's through their own hands, till their riches made them powerful enough

to Hiakc off thcii- dependance on the crown. As the Hrength of the empire declined by

thofo divifions, and by the defcdlion of many of the chiefs, the nominal au.hority veiled in

he dcwan proved unequal to contend with the real power in the hands of tite nabob;

hrnce continual altercations fubfiAed between the civil and military officers in the pro-

vinces, and frequent complaints were tranfnuttcd to the court, where thofe miniHi-rs who

preferred prefont eafc to the future intcreft- of the empire (hortcned ti»e power of tiu- dcw.ni;

and from being, in a maimer, t>.c guvcrnor-gcneial of the province, he becam* a nicicc<il-

h(\oT or receiver of fuch ftims as were direded by the military commander to be paid, rc-

t.tlning no other power than to prevent new impolls and innovations in that part of

the l.^w.

'J'lufe nabobs, or military grncrnors, were, by their ofllces, obliged to repair to the im-

|)crial (land ird, as often as th*.* emp-'ror took the field m perfon ; but each nabob (.n.iitcJ

his own Ihiiidard, and fi>rmcd a foparate camp, in which the troops were (ubjttf

only to Ills own orders, t!. )U^\\ they were requirc'd to attend every nioining at the roy.d

pavilion, to take their orders from the Amir ul Omrah, who received his innnal:,itily

i'iom the emperor hinil'tlf. The army of the Circal Suluin Uaber excepted, ihirearefiw

triC.-s
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traces of real dircipline, to be met with among thefe immenfe muhitudcf, with which the

cmperort of Ii^doftan frequently took the field. Baber had the reputation of forming hit

troops for fervice on a regular and mafterly plan, and the difpofitions of his battles are

faid to have been excellent { indeed, the aftoniOiing vifiorics which he obtained over vaft

armies, with very inferior forces, are fuflicicnt proofs that military difcipline has not al-

ways been wanting in the armies of Ada.

it is not eafy for an European to conceive how eaftern armies, which have frequently

confifted of two or three hundred thoufand horfe, and thrice that number of foldiers arul

followers, could be fupplied with provifions and forage, either upon their march or in

flanding camps. But every provincial nabob has an officer in his army, under the denomi-

nation of a cutwal, whofe bufmefs is to fuperintend generally the bazars, or markets,

11/hkh are bdd in his particular camp; and the commander of each body of troops in that

camp obtains permiflion to hoift a flag for a market, and to appoint his cutwal, who is to

a£t under the direAion ot the cutwal-general. Thefe cutwals grant licenfes to futtlers,

corn-dealers, and other merchants; who, on the payment of a certain tax, have exclufive

permiffion to difpofe of their various commodities, under the proteAion of the flag which

diAingujflies the particular market they may chufe to fupply.

Th^fe purveyors ofcorn, forage, and other neceflaries, are provided with a fufficient num-
ber of camels and oxen to coUeA provilions from the countries in (heir rear, to fupply fully

the wants of the camp. And as the pay of foldiers of Indoftan, and particularly the horfe, ii^

very confiderable, being from eight to twenty-five pounds a month, to every fmgle horfe-

fflan, they are enabled to give fuch high prices for piovifions, that the countries round

run all hazards for the profpeA of gain} and the fertility of the land itfelf, many parts of

Vbich produce two and even three crops of corn in one year, is another great fource of this

ready and plentiful fupply to the armies) the magnitude of which would foon exhauft the

licheft kingdoms in Europe. And to all thefe refources may be added another, which arifet

in the frugality of the confumers of horfe provifions j for as all the horfe foldiers are not

only obliged to provide their own horfcs, but to maintain them alfo, they have been

induced to make conCderable favings, by fubftituting cheaper articles inflead of hay and

corn} and for this purpofe they have difcovcred that the vetch, which is produced in

amazing quantities in this eaftern climate, where it is known by the name of gram, be-

comes excellent food for thefe beafts, by being boiled to a certain degree of foftnefs; and

that even the roots of grafs, when the verdure hath been exhaufted, contain a very confl-

itrMe portion of nutriment) and thefe are commonly converted to food for their horfes,

when that which is more natural is either fcarce or dear. It is, no doubt, good policy

to oblige thefe borfemen to feed their horfes at their own expincci but it is not clear that

it is equally fb to fuffcr them to be the proprietors of them, which may very probably

have the cffeSt of making them doubly careful how they incur thofc dangers which will

afFc£t not only their perfons but their properties.

In the profperous ftate of this empire, cuftom and neceflity both confpired to induce the

emperors to fpend a confiderable part of their time in the field. The former had obtained

kom tbofe early ages when cities were lefs numerous, and when the undiftinguifbed pro-
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perty of the land, led the inhabitanes of it to wander in fcaich of frefli paflures for their

herda and flocics, and unexhaulled foila for their cultivation ; and the latter arofe frcim

the extent of territory, and the danger of permitting the governing nabobs of provinces

to remain long enough unchecked by the prefbnceof the fovercign, to forget the alligiance

they owed to him, and eftablifh an authority which it would btcxtrenielydilficulttown.lt

from them.

Hence the imperial camp, though it'i movements were by no means rapid, frequently

changed it's poficion: and though it fcldom removed above eight or ten miles at a time,

yet by degrees it pafled through the whole empire; and not only awed the powerful gover-

nors and chiefs, but rendered them lefs confequentiki in the eyes of thofe fubjeAs of the

empire who were more immediately under their authorit)-, and who, by being unae-

cu(iomed to the fight of any fupcrior power, might be caHly taught to believe that no
fuch exiftcd.

And as thefe camps were not in general formed for the purpofes of war, the difcipline

of them was by no mear.5 fevere. The emperor, and the nabobs of the different provinces,

carried with them alfo their amufements ; and not only the implements of thofe of the field,

fuch as hawks, dogs, and leopards, trained to the chace, but thefe which minifter to the

fofc and luxurious pleafures of a court. Nor wu it uncommon to <ee waggons loaded

with boats and barges ; not merely for the purpofe of tranfporttng the prince and

his nobles over fuch rivers and lakes as might interrupt their courfe, but for their diverfion

and amufement on fuch pieces of water as might thus fall in their way.

The women (for neither the fovereign or his chieft move without their harams) were

fometimes carried in palanquins; and fometimes in thofe little towers which are raifed on

the backs of elephants. Thofe of the lower clafles, and particularly female flares and atten-

dants, vrare ufually conveyed in thofe bafkets or cradles which are flung acrofs the backs

of camels, as common ki other parts of Afia ; and, conformable to the general cuftom in

thoftt countries where the religion of Mahomet prevails, they were carefully guarded by

eunuchs, and fo concealed from view that it was impoflible tor the moft curious eye to

diftinguifli their features. Nor are they even fubjeA to attempts of this fort, as it would be

deemed an unpardonable crime ^> look at the carriages in which the beauties who arc de-

voted to the royal pleafures are conveyed, and a grofs breach of decorum to caft >n eye on

thofe which conuin the female treafures of lefs diftinguifhed perfonages.

But the pomp and luxury of an Indian camp render it contemptible in the profecution

of aduat war; the utmoft fkill of the moft able leaders can hardly feparate fuch of their

followers as are fit for real fervice, from the greater numbers who, dedicated to the unne-

ceflary purpofes of Qiew and attendance, fwell the liflrs of the army, but make it unfit for

adion : thin, when fuch an army is to receive the attack ofdifciplined troops, it is found too

uoweildy to be managed, and too much clogged with the appendages of fliew and idlenefs

to be a^ive; the inferiority of numbers is found to be an advantage; and when the fmal-

left check occafions the commencement of confufion, the battle is irrecoverably loft, the

enonaouaaod ungovernable muUuude bein£ cruflied by their own weight.

Ottier
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Other reafohi concur (o'deprive fuch vtft armiei of the power which it poncfled bjr

there which arc compofed of fewer foldiert. The imperiiti camp, though fupplied in the.

manner which we hare already defcribed, i< by no meant exempt from the dangers of fa-

mine} on the contrary, it is ufual, even in time of peace, to feci the calamities of fcarcityi

if the camp either continues too long in one fituation, or changes it too fuddenly : nor it

it confidered as any very extraordinary, or very deplorable event) the aftonilhment which
it would excite in Europe, being removed by it's frequency in this country^ and it's hor*

rors loft in the comparative fmallnefs of the number of thofe who fuffer, among fuch «

multitude, and the indifference with which the Gentnos, of whom the greate' part of thcfe

troops is compofed, contemplate their own approaching difibitttions, or behold thofe •!

their moft intimate friends and acquaintance.

The depth and difficulty of the roads, and the paflage of frequent rivers, are circumf >

Aances which contribute alfo to thin thefe enormous armies ) enervated by their foot! and •

their cuftoms, and relaxed by the warmth of the climate, they are unable to combat dill-

culties which would fetm light to an European foldicr, and inftead of being able to carrf •

their own baggage and ammunition, they frequently fink under the weight of their arms i

and the fafliion of their clotths, aa well at the mattrials of which they confift, are calcu-

lated to contribute to their fatigue. In conveying their armies acrofs rivers, they nfe boats

of wicker-work, coveied with (kiBS) which, though lar^ and commodious enough km
tranfporting them over calm and moderate ftrawm, become, from thdr lightneft, extremely'

dangerous, when they ere to navigate riven which, after the raina, are gronvn impetooua

by the acceAen of additional waters i and are not only liable to be overfet, but to oceafioo-

the feparatioB of the army, by being driven down the oarrent with fuch violence ai

Iheir fabrick is little calculated to withftand.

And hevrever formidable fome oftheir warlike princes tppear iii the page of hiftory, it is

certain the troops of Indoftan make but a defplcable figure, when they are opiwfed to

thofe of European powers: their feldiers, tired with the lightcft duty of the day, retire ta

reft' at night, immediately after having ftd to fatiety on their common and almofl only

food} and too often add to the fomnolcncy whioh a loaded ftomach generally occafions,

by Aieh dofes of opium as would lull an European to eternal reft: in this fituation, they

are frequently fiirprised by the vigilant warriors of more northern ctimes, and Ml eafy la*

crifices to a pertinacious adherence to the cuftomsef their ancefters, and a contempt or dif«

'

regard of that order and difbipline which can alone procure their fafety.

Nor is the ufe oTopium confined to the purpofe of procuring A«cp only ( this drug It fre*

quently taken in large quantities, to infpire that vigour of refolution with wMch nature

has not fumiihed, in any confiderable proportion, the inhabitants of thefe climates : but

the fpirit it produces is a fpecies of temporary madnefs, like that produced by the intem-

perate ufe of wine, or ftrong liquors) and though it may animate the mind with momen-
tary fcnfatiena of courage, and induce thcna to rufli defpcrately into immediate danger,

yet the tfkCt of it's operation is of fo (hort a continuance, that unlcfs it be fpeedily and

frequently repeated, the ctmnMliMi it hat niftd in the aidinal fpiritt foon fubfides, and
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the body, like thit of a man juft recovering from fit of Jrunkennefi, fcelt itfcif weak,

difordered, and cxhaufted.

Anoihtr rcafon why the armies of thefc Afiatici are in mod cafes inferior to thofe of

the powers of Europe, is the expofure of their commanders and chiefs, mounted on ele-

phants; a Atuation in which they are fo confpicuous, that they arc diftinguilbed marks

for even the cannon of an enemy, which may be eafily brought to bear on an objc£) of

fuch magnitude: and if the chief falls, diforder inftantly prevails among his troops, nor

can the utmoft efforts of the furviving officers reduce them again to any order, or induce

them to purfue a perhaps already half-won viAory. And thus is the poft of honour, in thefe

armies, indeed the poft of dangeri which thefc leaders, however, frequently endeavour to obvi-

ate, by providing feveral perfons dreflfed and equipped in cxaAly the fame way} many
of whom may poffibly meet death from thofe circumftancet, whilft the real commander

cfcapes by this obvious and happy expedient.

Their artillery, too, are ill-calculated for field fcrvice: fome of them aicof fucb an im-

menfe fixe, that it is fcarce poffible to move them without vaft teams of oxen t and if a

ihot from the lighter cannon of the Europeans happens to fall among thefe bcafls, they

become immediately ungovernable ; and, inftead of advancing to the fight, fall back up.

on the troops to which they belong, and occafion irretrievable confufion i whilft the

fmaller pieces of the northern powers are eafily tranfported, from place to place, and

capable of being applied to every emergency that may arife.

The revenues of the Emperor of Indoftan, arofe from the fruits of the foil, the im-

pofts or cuftoihs on merchandize, and various commodities exported and imported) the

eftates and effisAft of fuch chiefs as either die without iflue, or have been fuppofed guilty

of peculation i the vaft prefents which prepare the way for all favour at an eaftern court)

and the produce of the diamond mines, which are the fole and exclufive property of the

crown. And to thefe refources might be added the confifcation of the efieSs of rebel-

lious fubje^j which, in this counuy, amounted to no inconfiderable fum. And thefe

feveral channels poured their ftreams at firft into the treafury of the nabob, or governor of

the province, by whom they were tranfmitted to the royal coffcrs) and fo immenfe was

once the riches of this empire, that the annual revenue of the fovereign wu calculated

at a fum very little fliort of fifty millions flerling, being equal in amount to the income

nf any three of the richeft crowned heads of Europe : nor were the people opprcflTed by

thefe immenfe contributions till the invafion of Nadir Shah drained the empire of fucb

enormous fums, and interrupted the courfe of it's trade, commerce, and manufadures, fo

that they have continued to decline from that event to the prefent hour.

We have already obferved, that the principal manufaAures of Indoftan are filks, muf-

r»ns, and calicoes, in an almoft infinite variety of different fabrics. From hence are alfo

exported diamonds, and feveral other kinds of precious ftones ) great variety of drug*,

befides cardamons, affafoetida, opium, and caffia ) an immenfe quantity of faltpetre, and

many other articles of lefs confequence. From Europe are imported broad cloth, lead,

flints and cutlery wares, wrought plate, watches, and looking-glafles j with other goods of

inferior value, for the ufc of the nativei. The faAorics and fttUements of the European

powcia
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arefapplied by their refpcAive nations with liquort, materialt for doathing, and
other commodities calculated for the confumption of the fettlers from each particular

country.

It had long been a rubjo£l of dlfpute, whcth.^r the trade from Great Britain to thi»

empire was or was not attended with real advantage to the formers *nd this doubt
arofc from the vaft quantities of bullion which were annually exported to purchafe tho

commodities of the eaft, and the difficulty of afccrtaining the proportion of thcfe com-
modities which found vent in the foreign markets of Europe, and returned caih or

merchandise equally valuable to Great Britain: but this qui (lion fcems to be in fome
meafure determined by the territorial acquifitions of the Ead India Company in the king-

dom of Bengal, and the receipt of a very cunfiderable revenue arifing from thcfc new«
ly-gained poflcflions, which being invcftcd in goods there for the Company's account,

renders it lefs neceflary to make a confiderable exportation of gold and filver.

Nor is the trade of Indoftan confined to that which is carried on with the European

powers) it is equally confiderable with Perfia and Tuikey, both which countries take

off large quantities of the manufa£lures and productions of this empire, giving in re-

turn fome pearls and carpets, but chiefly the precious metals : and this is one fource of

that wealth which, from the conftant drains of the laft forty years, would almoft appear

to be inexhauftiblc. But thefe branches of commerce are now chiefly got into European
hands, who have ufurpcd powers, which appear in a great variety of inftances to be

wholly incompatible with juilice or right} the bounds of both which, we fear, have
been too much trefpafl*ed by our conduA in this unhappy country, the particulars of
which will appear more fully hereafter.

It may not be improper in this place to remark, that though in the conftruAion of their

trading (hips they endeavour to imitate thofe of Europe, yet they are, in all refpedts,

very inferior to them, and their feamen little to be depended on, either for fkill or re-

folution { fo that fuch natives as are dill permitted to carry on the traffic of merchandize,

generally chufe rather to entrufl: their properties in European bottoms, than in thofe of

their own building and navigating: and this conditutes a very advantageous branch of

trade in favour of thofe European powers who have fliips and vclFcls to fail from

one port to another, throughout the very extcnfive coads of this empire.

Here are, indeed, fome boats of peculiar conftruAion, which are adapted to thcfc fliorcs,

on which a very confiderable furf generally falls, and endangers the ovcrfettiiig boats

of ordinary make; thefc arc called mulToulas, which arc compofed of very thin planks,

fewed together with fmall cordage made from the huflt or exterior covering of the cocoa-

nut ; they arc flat-bottomed, and their fides rife four or five feet out of (he water ; and as

they are not fubjefl to fplit, their flight materials yielding to the blow if they hap-

pen to firike, they arc preferred to European bouts, for the purpofes of landing patUii-

gi-'rs, and fuch goods as arc liable to receive injury by being wetted ; fuch as incur

no rifque of this kind, arc frequently carried to and from (hips on catamarans, which
are only a few light logs of wood tied together ; and on thefe temporary vefTcIs they em«
bark heavy goods, and fail along the coafts from port to port, with Icfs danger than
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in any «tfier itioie tt navigation. Thefe log-boats are alfo univerfally uftd by the Wher-#

men, who vcmture to fea upon them without the fmalleft apprehenflons.

We fliould now proceed to fpeak of the European fettlementSjpofTenions, and faclories in

this empire, and of it's prefent ftate in all refpe£ts ; but we fhall conclude our general

account of this country and it's inhabitants, with a Ihort fketch of thofe particular laws

of the Gentoos, to which they pay obedience by general confent, though they are alfo

refponfible to thofe univ'erfal laws of the empire which have been impofed by their Ma>
honletan conquet'ors.

Of thefe Gentoo laws, which are alfo called the ordinations of the Pundits, a tran-

flation from the Perfian hath been lately puWifhed, infcri'bed to Warren Haftings, Efq.

governor-general at Bengal, by Nathaniel Brafley Haihed ; and by a preliminary dif-

courfe prefixed to this code it appears, that Mr. Mailings invited a number of Brahmins

learned in the Shafler, to aflemble at Fort William in Calcutta, the capital of Bengal

and Bahar, and to bring with them all fuch authentic books, ancient and modern, as

contained any part of the original text, from whence this code was formed and tran-

ilated from the Hindoo language, into the Perfian, by interpreters well acquainted with

both; a work which commenced in May 1773, and was fxniflied in February 1775. The
names of the Brahmins who compiled it are alfo prefixed, and aGioflitry of fuch Schan-

Tcrit, Perfian, and Bengal words, as occur in the courfeof it 5 together with a lift of the

books from whence this code was compiled, ranked in order of dates.

This code of laws, or ordinances, is divided into twenty-one chapters,.,the titles and

fubdivifions of which we (hall offer to our readers, with fome extradls from different

parts of them, and fome general obfervations upon the whole.

Chap. i. Of lending and borrowing;—of intereft—K>f pledges—of fecurities—of dif-

charging debts to whomfoever due—of the method of recovering debts. .

Chap. 2. Of the divifien of inheritable property—of inheritance from a father, a

grandfather, a great grandfather, and fuch kind of relations—-of dividing the property

of a Berhemcharry, or « le who has ftudied divinity twelve years } aSinaflee, or Brah-

min under vows o;' pilgrimage} and a Bamperuft,. or Hermit—of a woman's property

—of the inheritance of a woman's property—of perfons incapable of inheritance—of

property liable to divifion—of dividing property earned by the profeflion of any art or

fciencfc—of dividing property earned by a man's fons—of pofTc/llons indivifibk—of a

father's dividing among his fons the property earned by himfelf—of a father's dividing

among his fons the property left by his father and gramUather—of fons dividing the

property left by their father—of dividing the joint ftoek of perfons who agree to live

togctiicr after original difperfion and feparation of the family—of a partner's receiv-

ing his fhare of the joint-ftock after a long fpace of time hath elapfed—alfo, of the

inheritance of the fons of a woman of the Sudder, cafl by two different hufbandsj and

aifo of adopted fons—of dividing concealed cffeds, and of reiStifying unequal divi-

fions— r.nJ of the modes of . fettling the difputed fhares of partners—of acquiring right

©f pofre/Tion in the property of another by ufufruft.

Chap. 3. Of the forms of adminiftcrjng jufticc—of appointing a vakeel or attorney

—of
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Chap.

Cha^.

Chap.

Chap.

»^^r not apprcbeo£ng an ac.cufcd party—of giving an immeillate atifwer to a complaint

—of plea and anfwer—of two foits o{ aivfwers, proper and improper—of evidence—

of proper and improper evidence—of the modes of examining witneiTcs—of appointing

arbitrators more than orice, and of the mode of drawing up the fiatemeot of a caufc

if giving preference to a claim.

Chap. 4. Of'truft or depofit,

5. Of felling a Arranger's prorerty.

6. 'Of fliares—^f (hares of trade in partnerfhip—of fharcs of artificers.

7. Of giftf.

8. Of fervitude—of appellations of apprentices, fervants, flayers, &c.«-o/

the modes of enfrafjchifing flaiVes—of fuch as are flaves, and of fuch as are noL flaves.

Chap. 9. Of wages—of the wages of fervants—of the wages of dancing women pf
proftitutes.

Chap la Of rent and hire.

Chap.. 1 J. Of purchafe and faU'-of the vendors not delivering up to the purchafcr

the commodity ibid, and of the magiftrates caufing him to deliver it—ef returning of

not returning articles purchafed..

Chap.. 12. Of boundaries and limits.

.

. Chap. 13. Of (hajr«s in the cultivation of latvds.

Chap. 14. Of cities and towns—and of the fines for damaging a crop.

Chap. 15. Offcandalous and bitter expfeffions—of the denomination of the criqie

•-.of the punifbment.

Chap. 16. Of afiauU—of aSauIt and pf preparation to aflault—ef cafes where no

fine is taken—of the fines for the death of animals.

Chap. 17. Of theft—of theft open and concealed—of the fines for open theft—of

the fines for concealed theft—of apprehending thieves—of thofe perfons who are to be

conii'iered as thieves—of the chokeydars (a watchman, guard, or toll-gatherer) being an>

fwerable for ftolen goods.

. Chap. 18. Of violence..

Chap. 19. Of adultery^—of the feveral fpecies of adultery—of the fines for the feve-

ral fpecies of adultery—of the fines for adultery—of adultery with an unmarried girl—of

committing a^s of indecency with an unmarried girl—of ftealing away an iinmarried

girl—of adultery with a woman of bad charader, or a common proftitute—^f beftiality.

.

Chap. 20. Of what concerns women.

Chap. ai. Of fundry articles—of gaming—of finding any thing that was loft—of the.-

fines for cutting treesr—of the tax upon buying and felling goods—of the quarrels be-

tween a father and fon—of ferving unclean vi luals—of the punifliment to be inflicted

on a Sudder (the fourth or lowefl original tribe of Gentoos) for reading the Bedas—of

the properties of punifliment—of adoption—of fandries.

Chap. i. * Of lending and borrowing.' Men are permitted to lend money, but they

fliould not lend to women, children, or fervants; and whenever they lend, it fliall be-

upon the credit of a pledge, a fecurity, a bond, or witnelTes j which ever of the four is

moft
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mod to their fatlsfaflion, and not otherwife. The pledge and fecunty are to anfwer'tli«

payment of the debt; the bond and witnefles to prove it's validity.

* Of intereft.' If a loan be granted upon a pledge to a man of the Brahmin caft, the

monthly intereft fliall be one part in eighty, upon the principal : at this rate, if the princi-

p.-^l be eighty rupees, the intereft ihall be one rupee permonth.

Ifa loan be granted upon fecurity to a Brahmin, firA one part in eighty upon the prin-

cipal is allowed ; that is to fay, one rupee and alfo one eighth of one eightieth of the prin<

cipal, which, upon eighty rupees, amounts to two annr.s ; thefe two fums are to be added

together for the monthly intereft: fo that, upon a principal debt of eighty rupees, the

whole intereft, at this rate, is two rupees two annas per month.

Ifa loan be granted to a Brahmin without pledge or fecurity, the monthly intereft fhall

he two per ce.it.

Ifa loan be granted to a man of the Chehteree caft, (the fecond original Gcntoa

tribe) in that cafe, where a Brahmin pays intereft one rupee, the Chehteree fliall pay one

rupee, eight annas; where the Brahmin is charged one rupee two annas, his intereft ftiall

be one rupee eleven annas; and in the place of two rupees, the Chehteree fliall give three.

Ifa loan be granted to ?. man of the Bice caft, (the third original Gentoo tribe) he fliall

be charged double the intereft of a Brahmin.

Ifa loan be granted to a man of the Sudder caft, (the fourth, or loweft original tribe of

Gentoos) in that cafe, where the Brahmin pays intereft one rupee, the Sudder fliall pay

two rupees r'grii. annas; in the place of one rupee two annas, he fliall give two rupees

thirteen annas, and inftead of two rupees, he fliall be charged five.

It is allowed the tribe of Bice to charge intereft at the rates herein already fpecified, in

times either of public calamity, or of public profperity.

Alfo it is allowed the Brahmin, the Chehteree, and the Sadder, in times of calamity,

to demand the above intereft; but in times of profperity, it is criminal in the Brahmin,

the Chehteree, and the Sudder, to charge intereft at thefe rates.

* Of the methods of recovering debts.' Ifa creditor on the day appointed demands his

money of the debtor, who refufes to difcharge the debt; firft he (hall fpeaic to the friends

and relations of the debtor, and procure them to demand payment ; next he fliail go in per<

fon, and importune for his money, and ftay fome time at the debtor's houfc, but without

eating or 'dririicing; if thefe means fail, he fliall carry the debtor home with him, and hav-

ing featedtim before men of charafter and reputation, fliall there detain him. If even this

method fliould not fucceed, he fliall endeavour, by feigned pretences, to get hold of fome

of his goods, or if any pledge was depofitcd with him on lending the money, he fliall carry

the goods fo pledged to the magiftrate, who fliall caufe the depofit to be fold, and pay the

creditor his diibt with intereft, from the amount of the fale; if he cannot by evafive means

deftiain the debtor's goods, and alfo, if no pledge be in his pofleilion, he fliall then feize

and confine the debtor's wife, children, cattle, bufFaloes, horfes, and fuch kind of ufeful

animals; alfo his pots, cloaths, mats, and furniture; and feating himfelf^ at the debtor's

Joor, fhall there receive his money: if even thefe methods prove unfucccfsful, he fhall feize

and bind the debtor's perfon, and procure, by forcible means, a difcharge of the debt.

If
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If men of very low cafts, Coo]ies, (who are common porters or carriers of burdens) or

handicraft-men, owe money, they (hall be feized, detained, and cumpclled to pay.

If a man lends money to a magiftratc, to his own mafter, or to a Brahmin, he ihall

not be rude or uncivil in procuring payment.

If a man hath lent money to one of the fume family, or to a man of bad principles, he

{hall by evafive pretences get hold of fome of the debtor's goods, and by that means pro-

cure payment.

If a man of the tribe of Arzal (an inferior t'ibc of the Hindoos) be unable to pay his

debts, he (hall be obliged to work out payment by daily labour.

If a Brahmin be unable to pay his debts, the magiftrates (hall appoint him to difcharge

them by little and little, according to his means.

If a debtor and creditor are both of the Brahmin caft, the one (hall not oblige the other

to work out a debt by day-labour.

If a man of the Chehteree, Sudder, or Bice caft, is too poor to pay his debts, the creditor

may oblige him to work out the amount in any bufinefs of which the debtor is capable;

that is to fay, the higher ca(l may exaiS^ this method of payment from one inferior to it-

felf, and cafts of equal rank may thus mutually treat each other ; but a low caft cannot

force the fuperior to compound debts by labour, but (hall be paid by inftalments, on a

debtor's inability to difcharge the whole debt at once.

If a creditor, without previous demand, feizes his debtor by force, and obliges him to

work at a bufmefs of which he is not capable, the magiftrate (hall fine the creditor, and

difmifs the debtor with the debt unpaid.

If a man difcharges not a debt in fifty months from the time of borrowing, fo that the

intereft of Chickerberdehee (compound intereft) takes place, he (hall fettle the mode to his

own fatisfa£lion, and pay the creditor his money.

If a man who hath long fince dcpofited a pledge in another's hands, (hould abfcond or

die, the creditor, in prefence of the debtor's friends, (hall produce the pledge, and afccr-

tain it's value : after that he (hall keep it by him ten days ; and if within that fpace the debt-

or's next heir does not come in and fatisfy his claim, he (hall fell the article pledged, and

take his own money, with intereft, from the amount : if there be any remainder, the cre-

ditor is not to keep it.

If a man acknowledges himfelf indebted to another, and yet refufes to pay, the credi-

tor (hall ufe the means above fpecified to recover his money, without hindrance or molef-

tation from the magiftrate: if the debtor (hould lo<Ige a complaint, the judge (hall (ine

him, and caufe the creditor to be paid.

If a man owing another any money (hould flatly deny the debt when payment Is de-

manded, the creditor (hall not have power to take him into his own cuftody, but (hall

caufe him to appear before a magiftrate ; and there, upon <ndifputable proof of the debt,

(hall receive his claim. But if the creditor be defirous to attach, and confine his debtor

without knowledge of the judge, in this cafe he (hall be fined.

If a man hath lent fome Aihrufies, (the moft valuable gold coin) and the borrower ac-

knowledges to have received fome rupees, but a lefs fum than the creditor pretends ; alfo, if
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the lender demanas inteftft uponiMs loan, and the borrower aflerts to'have6i(V;harged the

intereft already; or if the creditor affirms to have lent the money upon mere good faith,

and the debtor fays that he dcpofitcd a pledge for the loan ; upon a difpute of this Icind,

the creditor fhall by no means arreft the debtor's body without knowledge of the magi.

Arate. Should he offend this law, he fhall be fined.

If a very rich man, of weak underftanding, and of a very mean tribe, from a principle of

fraud and obftinacy refufes to pay his debts, the magiftrate (hall oblige him to difcharge

the money claimed, and fine him double the fum.

If a man owes money to feveral creditors^ he (hall firft difcharge that debt which was

firft contraftcd, and foin order.

If a very rich man, of an excellent education, and of a fuperior<caf(, from a principle of

fraud and obftinacy, refuf'3 to pay his debts, and the creditor commences a fuit againft

him } the magiftrate Ihall caufe the money in difpute to be paid, and fliall fine the debtor

one-twentieth of the fum recovered.

If a debtor and creditor are of equal cafts, and on the debtor's refufal to pay his debts

the creditor fliould commence a fuit, the magiftrate ftiall caufe the money in difpute to be

paid, and fhall alfo fine the debtor one-tenth of the fum recovered.

If a man hath borrowed money of feveral people in one day, and the regular order of

borrowing cannot be afcertained, the creditors Ihall all be paid in equal (hares.

When a creditor procures payment of his money by application to a magiftrate, he (hail

give him one-twentieth of the fum recovered for his interpofition.

When a debtor difcharges his debts by inftalments, he (hall duly note upon the back of

the bond the refpe£tive fums fo paid off: the creditor alfo (hall give a feparate receipffor

each payment. If the debtor omits this precaution, and the creditor alfo has not given

a receipt for any particular payment, the fum fo omitted (hall not eiiter into the ac-

count.

• Of evidence.' Whoever has feen a tranfa£tion with his own eyes, or has heard it with

his own ears, fuch a perfon is a witnefs.

When a plaintiff or defendant has not applied to a witnefs who is confcious of any

tranfa£tion, defiring him to appear as a witnefs in their caufe ; if the magiftrate or arbi*

trator fummon fuch witnefs, and queftion him as to the circumftances of the tranfadlion,

fuch part of his evidence as relates to what he has feen with his own eyes, and heard with

his own ears, is approved.

When a perfon, being witnefs of any tranfadlion, hath explained the circumftances of

that tranfadlion to another perfon, the plaintiff or defendant may conftitute fuch perfon as

a wiinefs, to teftify whatever was explained to him by the other. Such perfon is called a

fecondary witnefs, and the evidence delivered by fuch fecondary witnefs is approved.

In a fuit concerning limits and boundaries, whoever is acquainted with the trueftateof

thofe limits and boundaries, without being appointed witnefs in the caufe, may deliver in

his evidence.

If a plaintiff or defendant fecretly hides a perfon where he may overhear the difcourfe,

and then afks a witnefs the true circumftances of the cafe^ and that perfon, with his own

carsj
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eus, hean the itl«t!oji of the witnof^ fuch perfon is called aV-Mcn ivitnefs, and thetvi-

deitce of a htdden witnefs is true.

fie who is a witness iflialMcee>'> by him a written Aatement of every tnoCtiRian in whitk

he is 41 witneiis, that even after a 'onfidcrable fpace of time he may be enabled to reooU

ieait.

A witnefs, a borrower, or a principal in any other affair, fltall write with /his own hand

an account of every affair fo concerning him : if he does not know how to write himfelf^

heihall caufe it to be written by another.

< Of the fines for the death of animals.' If a man deprives of life a goat, or a horfe, nr

a camel, the magiflrate (hall cut off one hand and one foot from him. If a jnaa

xaufes the teflicles to be cut from Any animal, as a bull, or a horfe^ or a goat, or any

iuch kind of animal, tite magiflrate fliall fine him fifty puns of cowries. If a man
^ills a bird of (inall value, the magiflrate (hall fine him three puns of cofwries; if it

be fomewhat more valuable, he (hall fine him twelve puns of cowries; and if it be-aa

exceeding fine bird, the magifttate fliall ifine him fifty puns of cowjries. A pun «f cow-

ries is twenty gundaes; each gundae is four cowries.

If a man kills a fifh, the magiflrate fhall fine him ten puns of cowries, ... .Id

If a man icilis an infefi:, the m:^iflrate (ball iine him one pun of cowrie^.

Of wild and fylvan animals, fuch as flags, iheep, tygers, bears,.and fuch kind of ani-

mals, if a man kills one of the .kail valuable, the.magiflrate ihall doe him three puns of

cowries ; f it be fomething better, he fluU take twelve^puns of cowries; if it be one of

the mofl vu lableof thefe animals, in^that cafe the nugiftrate flnll iiiiehiiii fifty puns of

cvwries.

If a man kills aferpent, of a cat, or a weafel, or a dog, or a boar, if it be not one of

the •noil valuable, the magiflrate fhalT fine him three puns of cowries ; if it be of the beft

fpecies, he fhall fine him twelve puns of cowries.

If a man employs in pioughinj, .or any other work, a cow big with calf, or the bull

called Ocherg,or the bull called Beejefhukta, (a public or common bull) or a very aged and

infirm cdw> (of whixrhifereiial cattle anaccount iswrittenjnthe chapter of citiesand towns)

the magiflrate fhall fine him fifty puns of cowries ; and if he deprives any fuch of life, be

fhall fine him one thoufand puns of cowries.

Whoever gains his fubfiflence by killing animals, and felling their flefh, ikins, and

bones-, if fuch perfon kills thefe animals, the magiflrate fhall not fine him ; and, excluflve

of fuch perfon, if any other man kills any animals, the magiflrate (ball take from him a

fine after the rate above mentioned.

If a man kills a he-goat, or a fheep, or a buffalo, or any other animal of this kind, for a

facrifice to Dewtah, (the Deity) he (hall not be amenable.

If a man fells the flefh of dogs or jackalls, calling it the flefh of goats or flags, the ma-
giflrate (ball fine him one hundred puns of cowries : if he is conftantly guilty of this prac-

tice, the magiflrate fhall cut off his hand and his nofe, and break his teeth, aad fine him
one thoufand puns of cowries.

If
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If the driver, at the time of driving the hackeries, (Indian carriages) lliould fay, * Let
* all the people keep on one fide, this is the road for the hackeries;' upon this warning

given by the driver, if any perfon fhould fail to go on that fide, and by falling under the

hackery, fliould lofe his life, in that cafe it is no fault of the driver : but if the h:.ckery<

driver ncgle£ls to give warning, and any perfon (hould be killed by falling under the

hackery, in that cafe, upoii the man's death, the driver (hall fuffer the fame puniflimcnt a>

a thii'f. If a cow, or an afs, or a camel, or a horfe, or a buffalo, or any fuch kind of ani-

mal, fliould be killed by falling under a hackery, the magiftrate (hall take half the Rnr,

?.cording to the rates of fines for killing fuch animals herein above fpecified. If the foal

of an elephant, or of a horfe, or of a camel, or of any fuch kind of animal, be killed, the

inagiftrate fliall take a fine of two hundred puns of cowries. If a fine fawn, or a bird,

ihould be killed, hr fliall take a fine of fifty puns of cowries ; and if an afs, or a goat, or a

iheep, ihould be killed, he fliall fine him five malhehs of filver (one-tenth of a filvcr

rNpec}} and if a dog, or a weafel, be killed, he fliall fine him one maflieh of filver.

If the owner of a hackery hires an incapable driver, who is not well experienced in his

bufinefs, by whofe want of flcill any animal, either man, or beaft, or bird, fliould lofe it's

life, the magiftrate fliall fine the owner of the hackery two hundred puns of cowries.

If any of thefe kinds of animals above mentioned fliould be killed, the magiftrate flinll

caufe the perfon who killed them to give an animal of the fame kind to the owner of the

animal deftroyed, and fliall take a fine according to the rate already above fpecified.

* Of the punifl;ment to be inflicted on a Sudder for reading the Bedas.' If a man

of the Sudder reads the Bedas of the Shatter, or the Pooran, (one of the Gentoo

fcriptures upon hiftory) to a Brahmin, a Chehteree, or a Bice, then the magiftrate fliall

heat fome bitter oil, and pour it into the aforefaid Sudder's mouth ; and if a Sudder liftcns

to the Bedas of the Shafter, then the oil, heated as before, fliall be poured into his ears, and

Arzeez (tin) and wax fliall be melted together, and the orifice of his ears fliall be flopped

up therewith. This ordination ferves alfo for the Argal tribe (an inferior tribe of the

Gentoos.)

If a Sudder gets by heart the Bedas of the Shafter, the magiftrate fliall put him to

death.

If a Sudder afliumes the Brahminical thread, the magiftrate fliall fine him eight hundred

puns of cowries.

Ifa Sudder always performs worfliip, and the Jugg, (a religious ceremony) the magiftrate

fliall put him to death, or fine him two hundred aflirufies.

If a Sudder gives much and frequent moleftation to a Brahmin, the magiftrate fliall put

him to death.

If a Sudder aflumes the cuftoms and appearances of a Chehteree, and pafles his time as

fuch, the magiftrate fliall confifcate all his eifedts, and banifli him the kingdom ; and if,

afluming the confccrated thread of a Brahmin, he pafles his time as fuch, he fliall fine

him eight hundred puns of cowries.

* Of the properties of punifliment and of punifliing.' Punifliment is the magiftrate
;

pvnifliment is thi infpirer of terror ; punifliment is the nouriflier of the fubje£ls ;
punifli-

ment
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tnent is the defender from calamity ; puni&ment is the guardian of thofe that fleep; pu-

nifhment, with a black afpe^t, and a red eye, terrifies the guilty. If the magiilrate inflids

puniflimcnt according to the Shafter, then punifliment produces fuch confequences as have

been already fpecified in the kingdom of that magiflrate.

He who is of a good charatStcr, and a man of veracity, and who forms his alliens ac-

cording to the or<<<rations of the Shafter, and who retains learned Pundits about him, and

he himfelf alfo is a man of fcience, and not avaricious, fuch perfon is worthy to be a ma-

giftrate, and to have the power of inflicting punifliment.

He who is not ailiftcd by learned Pundits, and who is avaricious, and who is not a man

of fcience, and who pays no regard to the Shafter, and who doth not pradlife what he hath

read, and who doth not fpeak the truth, and is not of a good character, fuch perfon is

not worthy to be a magiftrate, and to have the power of inflitSling punifliment.

If a magiftrate doth not inflidt punifliment according to the Shafter, his fukjc£ls, his

kingdom, his pofl'eftions, and the children of his relations, become miferable and con-

temptible.

If a magiftrate infli£ls punifliment upon the guilty, and honourably treats the innocent,

fuch a man has all the requifites for magiftracy, is always fuccefsful, enjoys a good charac-

ter, and in the next world goes to Paradife.

* Of fundries.' If a man keeping any fuch fpecies of animals as have teeth and hornf,

and being able to reftr^in and confine the ftrength of any fuch animal, ncgleds to fecure

him in that fituation; if the aforefaid animal, with his horns, fliould hurt any perf )n, or

bite him with his teeth, then the magiftrate fliall fine the owner thereof two hundrt i and

fifty puns of cowries : but if that perfon has not ftrength or ability to reftrain the aforefaid

animal, and any perfon fliould be hurt thereby, the owner of the animal fliall not be

blamed.

If a man keeps a cow, cr a bufFalo, or a horfe, or an elephant, or a camel, or a wolf,

or a dog, and the animal of any of thefe kinds fhould ftand in the way, and a perfon pafling

by upon the road, fhould deflre the owner of the animal to keep it on one fide, then fuppo-

fing the owner to have ability to keep the animal on one fide, upon his neglecting fo to

do, if the animal fliould by any means hurt the pafTenger, the magiftrate fliall fine the

owner thereof five hundred puns of cowries.

If a man exaCls labour from a bullock that is hungry, or thirfty, or fatigued, or obliges

him to labour out of feafon, the magiftrate fhall fine him two hundred and fifty puns of

cowries.

If any man, by giving greater wages than the cuftom of the country requires, enter-

tains a fervant, fo that all other perfons, by giving fuch great wages are put to great in-

convenience ; or if, when the magiftrate hath fixed the price of any article, be buys or

fells fuch article at a higher or lower rate } or if, by any cozenage and deceit, he fells an

article of low value for too great a price ; or by cozenage and deceit purchafes a valuable

commodity at too low a rate ; the magiftrate fhall fine him one thoufand pans of cowries.

If a man, without an order of the magiftrate, fells an elephant that is fit for bufinefs,

or a horfe that is fit for buiiiiefs, or a camel that is fit for bufinef^j.or any valuable jew-
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ell ) or if a man Tells any article w! ich the magiftrate hath forbidden to be fold, the mU
giftratc fhall fine him the price of the article foldt

If a man ufes any fcvere cxpreffion againft the perfon who hath taught him the Goiteree,

(a Gentoo incantation;) or if a pupil docs not obferve the commands of his fpiritnal

guide, or is prepared to aiTauIt the wife of his elder brother ; or if a man having been in-

truded to carry any article from one perfon to another, doth not deliver it accordingly;

or if a man hath opened the lock of any perfon's houfe, or if a man hath a malevolent

difpofltion towards a ftranger, the magiftrate fliall line the oiFenvler, in any of thefe cafes,

fifty puns of cowries.

If a man who hath received any moleftation from a thief, or any other ill-difpofed per-

fon, fhould fay to another, * I receive fuch molcllation from a thief, or from fuch other

• ill-difpofed perfon, come you and free me from him ;' then, if that perfon, having fufficient

ability for the purpofe, doth not aflift, or fpeak for the other, the magiftrate fliail fine him

one hundred puns of cowries.

If a man who hath not been molefted by a thief, or any other perfon, fhould fay, * I

• am molefted by a thief, or by fuch other ill-difpofed perfon, I entreat the people to come

• to my afliftance ;' in that cafe, the magiftrate fhall fine him one hundred puns of cowries.

When a Sudder, or Sinaflee, (a Brahmin under vows of pilgrimage) is performing a Se-

r^deh, (a feaft in honour of the dead) or a worftiip to Dewtah, (that Deity to whom
prayers are to be offered ;) if, upon an invitation from fuch men, a Brahmin fhould eat or

drink there; or if a man takes an oath which does not bt^long to him to ti>ke; or if a

man fliould perform any a£l which he is not permitted by the Shafter to perform ; or if

a man hath adminiftered any fuch kind of philter, fo that there is no fruit produced

by the trees, or caufes a cow to take fuch a medicine as that fhe brings forth no calf; or

if 3 man, having concealed any partnerfliip property, converts it to his own ufe; or if a

man of the Arza- w caft, intentionally ftrikes with his hand a Brahmin, a Cheh-

terec, or any othe- fuperior caft, the magiftrate fhall fine the offender, in any of

thefe cafes, one hundred puns of cowries.

If a father forfakes a fon who has no ftain upon his character, fuch as the lofs of caf^,

and fuch other difgraceful circumftanccs ; or if a fon of his own accord forfekes his fa-

ther, who has no ftain upon his charadlcr j or if a friend forfakes his friend, who is with>-

eut blemifli ; or if a brother forfakes a brother, without difcovery of any fault in him ; or

if a huftiand forfakes his wife, without fault in her; then, in any of thefe cafes, if both

the parties are unfit for bufinefs, and have no remedy but that of feparation, the magi-

ftrate fhall fine the forf^king party one hundred puns of cowries. If, without any reafon

but merely their own choice, the one forfakes the other, the magiftrate fhall fine him two

hundred puns of cowries. If of the two parties one is fit for bufinefs and the other un-

fit; then if the unfit perfon of his own choice quits the other, the magiftrate fhall fine

him fix hundred puns of cowries.

• If one perfon be going on a road, and another be coming on rt, then whomfbever the

ordinations of the Shafler require to give up the way to the other, that perfon fhall give

way accordingly* The diftindtions of giving way are as follow : If one man is blind's
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tni the other hath his fight, the latter (hall give way to the blinc!. If one perfon be dof,

and the other hath his pert'c6t hearing, the latter (hall give way to the deaf. A man fliull

give way to a woman; and a man empty-handed fhatl give way to a man with a burden.

The fubjedt (hall give way to the magiftrate, the pupil to the fpiritual guide ; and fo al-

ways ail inferior pcrfon Hiall give way to a fupertor, an inferior cad to a fuperior,

and an inferior degree of knowledge to a fuperior degree. A man in health (hall give

way to a ftcic perfun, and all perfons (ball give way to a Brahmin. If any perfon doth

HOC give way according to this rule, the magidrate ihall fine him twenty puns of cowries.

If a man doth not give a carpet to fit on to fuch perfon as he ought to prefent with fuch

a feat, or doth not treat with proper veneration a perfon to whom veneration is due; or,

who negledling a faultlefs Brahmin in his neighbourhood, invites a Brahmin from a con>

fiderable didance ; or, who having invited any perfon, do.h notofTer him any thing to eat;

or, who having accepted an invitation, doth not go to the houfu whither he wus invited

accordingly } the magiftratc (hall fine the offender, in fuch cafes, one mafhch (a fmall piece

of gold.)

If a man, having accepted another's invitation, doth not eat at his houfc, then he fhall

be obliged to make good all the expencc that was incurred in confcquencc of the invitation.

If the compafs of our work permitted us to give more copious extra(£ls from thcfe laws.

It wuuld appear, that though the whole code is comprized in one very fmall volume, it con-

tains ordinances adapted not only to almoft every crime and exigency for which legal re-

medies are provided in the more enlightened countries of Europe, but rules of jurifpru-

dcncc calculated for an infinite number of cafes which in thofe countries are neither con-

fidered as injurious to individuals or ofFenfive to the fiate. Nor are the Gentoo laws

perplexed with various readings and counter-determinations : heic no cafes need be cited

to afcertain the meaning of written laws } nor are the Statutes of the Pundit enriched

by the explanations of ten thoufand lawyers, all differing in opinion : they are concife,

and therefore intelligible ; they are pofitive, and confequently impartial j and being li-

mited in all cafes, they are unoppreflive.

Yet, as we fhall have occafton to fhcw hereafter, the wretched inhabitants of Indof-

tan, to enhance the cruelty of unp-ovoked invafions on their territories and their pro-

perties, are at length loaded with the chains of European law, the feverefl of all bond-

age, and fettered with the intolerable (hackles of quirks, quibbles, and chicanery.

It now remains for us to fpeak of the European fettlements in this empire : in doing

whichj we (hall proceed in order with the feveral powers of Europe ; who having

beendifcoverers,or having availed themfelves of the difcoveries of others, have fixed them-

felves in different parts of it.

And this will lead us to treat (hortly of the various changes in the territorial property

of the European nations, which have been occafioned either by wars with each other, or

with the natives ; and of the immeufe acquifitions of the Englifh Eafl-India Company, in

confequence of their interference in the intefline difputes of the empire.

During the reigns of the firft and fecond Johns, Kings of Portugal, the fpirit of

enterprise, and tiie art of navigation, received fuch encouragement at the court of
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Lifton, as produced the difcovcry of the Madeira Iflandi, the Canaries, and a coiifi.

derable part of Africa ; and in the latter of thefe reigns fome daring navig.:tors

reached that Cape which is now known by the name of Good Hope ; though, trom the

tcmpeftuous weather which thefe adventurers met with in latitudes to which they had

penetrated at an unfavourable fcafon» it was denominated the Cape ofStornti.

Emanuel, who fuccccded the fecond John on the throne of Portugal, purfuing the line

which had opened to his ptedccefibrs profpeds of encreafed weahh and enlarged terri-

tory, in the year 1497, equipped a fquadron of four fhips, under the command of yafet

de Gama \ who pafling the Cape of Good Hope on the 20th of November in the fame year,

reached Calicut, on the Malabar coaft of Indoftan, on the 19th day of March 1498,

after a voyage of thirteen months, through feas hitherto unknown ; and having failed

in an attempt to fettle a trade and enter into a treaty with the fovereign, ne engaged in

difputcs which ended in his leaving Indoftan (from whence, however, he carrried oft" fome

of the inhabitants) and returning to report the difcovcry he had made.

Thirteen (hips were now foon fitted out under the command of AlvaresCabral; who tak-

ing back to Calcutta fome of thofe natives of that country who had been carried off by

Gama, entertained hopes of a favourable reception ; but he was attacked fr jn after his

arrival, and fifty of his men killed : in revenge for which, he burnt all the veflels in the

harbour; and failing along the coaft, found the tributary princes of the empire ready to en-

ter into alliance with him, even contrary to the allegiancj which they owed to the empe-

ror; fo that, partly by intrigue, and partly by f-.rce, the i'ortuguefe poflefled themfelvcsof

all the trade of the Malabar coaft, and made fevcral fetilements, from whence they from

time to time returned many ftiips to Europe loaded with the riches of the Eaft.

Thefe advantages being now great national objefts, it became necefl*ary to fix on a pro-

per perfon to be intrufted with the care and management of the Portuguefe interefts in

this quarter of the world; and as one of thofe who had been on fome of thofe voyages ap-

peared the fitteft for fuch an employment, the confidence of the court of Lifbon was placed

in Alphonfo Albuquerque, an able navigator, and a difcreet and prudent commander;

who, on his arrival in the Eaft-Indies, found the trade in fo fiouriftiing a ftate, and the

advantages which might be derived from it fo obvious, that he thought it advifeable

to turn his firft attention to the fecuring fome proper place for an eftablifhment, which

might be eafily fortified where the harbour was fafe and capacious, and the air more

wholefome than at the places which had been hitherto vifited.

Goa, a city fituate near the middle of the coaft of Malabar, Teemed to poflefs all thefe

advantages, lying upon an ifland feparated from the continent by a river which, dividing

into two branches, furrounds it, and forms one of the fincft harbours in the world ; and

the city itfelf being built upon the fide of a hill, which rifes from the edge of the water

in the form of an amphitheatre.

This ifland and city, which belonged to the kingdom of Decan, was then in the poflef<

fion of Idalcan, an ufurper, who had endeavoured to render himfelf independent of his

mafter, and was at this time attempting to extend his power in Malabar : and of this ab-

fence Albuquerque took advantage ; and making a fuddcn attack upon it, reduced it with

very little lofs or difficulty.

But
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But Idalcan Toon flew to his capital j and the Portuguefe being unfuppired with provi-

fions and other neceflaries to ftand a fiege, Goa foon fell again into the hands of it's for-

mer mafter } from whom, however, it was almoft as fpeedily recaptured by Albuquerque,

who had procured reinforcements from Cochin.

The Portuguefe now conquered Malacca, fettled fadories at the Maluccas and Banda

Ifles, and extended their fettlements to the Red Sea and the Pcrfian Gulph } and befides

their fettlements in the iflands, they were compleat mafters of the coafts of the two pc-

ninfulas of India.

Through this vaft traA their authority was unqueftioned, and their power unlimited ;

their trade was neither interrupted by individuals, nor the rights they had aflumed invaded

by nations : to the former, indeed, they afFeded to grant licences, but they were ieftri£led

to particular articles, both of import and export ; and the Portuguefe retained to them-

felves the privilege of fupplying all the markets of Europe with all fuch commodities of

the Eaft as were moft ealily conveyed, and produced the mod confiderable profit.

But, in the acquifition of riches and power, they forgot that the means by which they

are obtained, mud alfo be exerted in their prefervation : they grew wanton with fucccfs,

and debauched with affluence } they ruled over the wretched native; with a feverity which

too often degenerated into aAual cruelty } they proftituted the facrca uame of Religion to

the bafeft purpofcsj eftabliihed inquifitions, to puni(h thofewho rr,\il\ not have committed

offence { and plundered the unhappy victims of their avarice, under pretence of rendering

honour to that God whofe laws they facrilegioufly violated.

As they grew more compleatly vicious, they alfo became intolerably effeminate ; they

kept feraglios ot women ; and when they had enjoyed them to faticty, they forced them to

betake ^hemfelves to the moft laborious.employments, and compelled them to yield up to

thefe cruel matters the produce of their labours. They indulged themfelves in the Afiatic

pleafures of finging and dancing girls, who were the only natives that were not involved

in the general ill-treatment} they learned to recline on fofas; they adopted all the cuftoms

of the Afiatics ; and they even carried on war in that luxurious and diifipated manner

which bad afforded them opportunities of extending their conquefts.

Thv natural cofifequence of fuch a falling off, was the contempt of the nations among

whom rhey had eftablifhcd themfelves : no longer the terror of the Indians, they prepaied

to expel them from their coafts. They took arms againft thefe invaders, and adluaily at"

tacked one of their principal fettlements ; but, by the vigorous exertions of Don Juan de

Caftro, who had now fucceeded to the chief command of the Portuguefe forces in India,

they were repulfed, and the dying embers of European fpirit fecmcd for a time to revive,

and difpel the enervating vapours ofAflan luxury. But this gleam was of fhort duration ;

when the ftprm was blown over, they relapfed into the fame inglorious and inactive ftate,

from which they were only rouzed by an infatiable avarice, which tempted them to the

commiiHon of every crime and enormity that could difhonour and difgrace human nature.

Nor were thefe exceffes confined wholly to the natives, though they were undoubtedly

the greateft fufferers, be<;aufe they were leaft capable of defending themfelves ; the in-

toxicated Portuguefe preyed on. each other ; and the fame brutal luft of wealth which in»
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duced thert fo torment ahd murdw the unoffendi-ng Indians, tempted tliem to lay violent

kinds cm each other : the iniquities of individuals corrupted the ftatc ; vices of the black-

eft dye peirvBded even the cabinets of the governors and commanders ; and thofe who fuc-

ceeded to power pradlifecl hs moft horrid crueltfes on their immediate prcdcceffors, in or.

der to extort from them the riches they had amaflfed by means which intitled them to

Ihfc puniflimCnts they received from thofc who, notwithftanditig, meuit to troafd ©xaciJy

in their footfteps.

The feveral Indian nations now united a fecond time to extirpate theft detcfted tyranft.

The court of Portugal difpatdhed Ataida from Europe, with fiiccoars and unlimited power

l^ho fi>r a while rdpelled the attacks of the exafperated natives i Imt though they failed in

MI attempt uponGoa, they fucceededin depriving the Portuguefeof'lAany of their Icfs im-

j)ortant fettlements ; and other tiations of £urc(pe, not yet To obndxioub to the inhabitants

of Ihdoftan, appearing on it'scoails, the Portugueie foon loft their confequence, and many

of their rentaining poffefTions were Wretted from thekn t^ thefe Chriftian powers.

Tlie only remains of the mighty conquefts of Portugal, in this eaftem quarter of the

Hvorld, are Macao, in an rfland of the fame name^} the city of Diu, in the pi<ovince of

Cambay»,Goa^ Daman, and Bafiaim : and thefe are at prefent very unrtnpoi<taht palaces, mi
the adviantages arifingfrom thdm v«ry inconfideinbto, in ihe great flMlevf Yradenemtvr.

vied on between the different parts of iEurc^ 4indi«be>efnpi)>e'(»f htAodm.

in the year 1521, Magellan, then in llhe fervice of thfeJeing ^ Spain, paiffi;d the Straits

which have flnce taken his name; and having rbadied thofe iflamds, which were by hihi

tdMominated the Philippines, he was killed in a flcirmifli with the natives, and his fliip re-

turned by the Cape of Good Hope, being the firft which had cit'cumnavigated the globe.

He eftabiiflied a fa^ory in thefe iflands ; which was, however, very foon abandoned.

The voyages of Drake, and the other early circumnavigaitors, 'having opened the paflagfe

to the Eaft Indies, and the fuccefies and advantageous trade of the Portuguefe having in>

fpired the Englifli with a defire to participate in the wealth of this new>found world ; fe-

veral voyages were made by individuals between the years 1580 and i6o«, which termi-

nated differently ; feme to the benefit of thofe concerned, and 'others to their difadvan-

tage : but as it foon became evident that a larger capital was requifite for fuch a perfeve-

'ranee in the fcheme as might produce probable hopes of it's becoming lucrative, a body

of merchants determined to join their properties, or fuch parts of them as ihould be agreed

on ; and they accordingly applied to the Queen and Parliament in the year 1600, and

were incorporated by an iSk of the legiilature, which granted to this Company the ex-

clufive privilege of trading to the Eaft Indies for fifteen years ; but this ad contained •

provifo, that if it fhould be found to prove injurious to the flate, it might be fuppreflcd,

and the grant of incorporation annulled, on giving two years previous notice to the go-

vernor and members for the time being.

Under this incorporated company, of which Alderman Smith was the firfl governor,

four fhips, each of which was provided with a royal commiffion, and the whole com-

manded by Captain Lancafler, who had been one of the former voyagers, failed out of

the Thames in February i609 ; and having vifited the iflands of Sumatra and Java, and

cfiablifhcd
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lifiabliflKd a Mtorf at Bantam in the latter; retunwd to Englanol in September 1603,

irith a ca^ of pepper, cloves, and fame other commodities of tbefc coantries ^ but it

^ocs not appear that Lancafter touched at all on the continent of Jndia, or acquired any

naterikl information of the advantages which might be derived from purfuing tlw line of

trade which had been adopted by the Portuguefe.

For, in the following year. Sir Henry Ad iddleton, with a like number of fliips, (ailed

from the pott of London ; and purfuing nearly the fame conrfe, excepting only that he

extended his voyage to the Molucca i^nds, returned with a fimilar, but more valuable

cargo } bringiing letters and prefents (torn the kings of fome of the iflands 10 James the

fii4, who Chen fat «n the throne of England.

At length, after feveral vopges of Davis, Michetbourne, and others, to the infular

puts t>f India, Captain Keeling was diipatehed, not only on a trading coaoern to the

^nds, but to carry out Captain William Hawkins, as an ambaflSidor, to conclude a

treaty of alliance and comaoerce with the Great Mogul, or Emperor of Indofhm ; which

he accompliflied with great hanour and advantage to the monarch he represented.

In the year 1610, Sir Henry Middleton failed again from the Thames ; and having

Innowly efcaped being 'deflroyed by the Tnrks at Mocha, he proceeded to Surat, then an

toooafiderable feteianeac of the iPortogi«e6^ j wli<», attempting to oppode him, were totally

defeated l»y the Engl ifli : irotwithftnAd9i% twhitK, they 'bad «rt enonghi to irritate the nai-

4ive« againft Jyftddleion } (o tkax ht wasjnot only oMiged lo leave the plaee without e(-

feiSiag any of the .piirpofes of his voyoqgs, bat to withdraw the factory which had been

ftttled here, under the prote&ion of the Mogul, by Captain llawkins, in a former voyage.

. In the year .161I, Captain fieft, with fourftips, ariivvng at Surat, applied himfelf to

the re-eftabli(hment of the factory j in which he was affifted by the officers of the Mogul,
tthder the immediate iniaeace of their nrafter, who had alfo indulged the Englifli with

hii permiffitn to iettle themfelves, for the purpofcs of trade, at Cambaya, Amadavar, or

any other port on tihecosfts of his dominions which they might think moft commodious :

but the Portuguefe having equipped a fquadvon of much larger force than that which was-

commanded by Beft, determined to prevent the purpofe of his voyage s and failing from

Goa, found Beft at the mouth of the harbour of Surat } who weighing anchor, proceeded

to meet them; and having himfelf commenced ihe atuck, totally defeated thefefomu**

dable enemies ; who, notwithftanding, procured fuccours from their feveral fettlements OB
thecoafts, and ventured a fecoud fight with the gallant EngliflMnan, which terminated a»

the former, and left him at full liberty to compleat his purpofe at Surat.

On the return of Beft, who reported the favourable crrfpotHi*^ of the Great Mqguly

Jehan Shek, to the EngliOi nation, which had not been a little augmented by the fuc«

cefles of their arms on his coafts, it was thought a<^vi/cable .to fend (sme perfon of confe-

quence and abilities, as an amballador to the court of the iciuperiar #)f Indoftan } and Sir

Thomas Roe being invefted with that chara£ler^ fourtfltips were appointed to convey hint

to India, and return the ieveral articles of comcperce which wer« the produce of that

country, and which he oiight, by this means, be aM? to procure : and this cmiuiry was

produdive«f all the advaatages expected hy it i for Sir Thootas was wdl Kceiv«d by
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this powerful monafch; and having, b^ great propriety < of '.ohdu£b, ingratiated himfelf

into his favour, he fucceeded in obtaining very confiderable privileges and immunities for

the Englifli Company, and in procuring fuch information refpe^tihg the moft advantage.

ous manner of conducing the trade with this country, as proved highly beneficial to it's

commercial interefts.

After this embafiy, the powtr of ,the Eaft-Ihdia Qompany was confidcrably extended;

and, within two years, we find they had fettlements or fairies at a vaft number of places

on both the coafts of the peninfula mf Indoftan ; aiid from this time difputes arofe and hof>

tilities commenced between the Dutch and £ngli(h Companies, in which the latter was

fo often worfted, and the cruelties pra6lifed by the Hollanders at Amboyna and elfewhere

-had fo intimidated them, that the trade began to decline ; ior did it revive till after the

Reftoration, though Cromwell compelled the Dutch to acknowledge.and ,make feme fort

of fatisfa&ion for the depredations they had xommitted on the property of the Company,

and the cruelties they had exercifed towards their fervants} and tofign a treaty, by which

they engaged to permit the Engliih Company to purfue their commerce in future with-

•out moleftation.

But immediately after the Reftoration, the revival of this lucrative trade was confidered

as an objeA of great importance : a new charter was' granted,, with much more extenfive

.powers } and, in particular, authorities civil and military; powers of making war or peace

.with the natives; liberty to export buUion.to a certain amount^ on condition of returning

it's value by tlie exportation of goods for foreign markets ; and permiiBon to licenfe pri-

vate merchants to trade from port to port in India, under the denomination of private

traders. But this charter alfo contained a provifo.for makibg it void^ after three years no«

tice, if it ihould be found injurious to the ftate.

.

An opportunity foon oiFered of dnaking.a permanent fettlement for the Company in the

£aft>Indies. But the recital of this event will be referVed for it's proper place, as wemean^

after thus giving an. account of the rife and eftabliibment of the trade >to this quarter of

the world, to proceed with an hiftorical defcription of the feveral-fadtbries and fettlements

of the Englifh Eaft-India.Company in the empire of Indoftarsandf a pmgreffive ftateof

their territorial acquifitions, which have at laft increafad to a magnitude fo aftonifliing, aS

>make them mafters of a country little ihferiorin fize to'fomeof the 'nioft: Extenfive mO'

narchies of Europe. . , . . . j .i rj.^.v

v'!. And in order to preftrve, as nearly as poflible, a regular fyiftem in fraverfing thcfc im-

fnenfe coafts, we (h<ill begin with themoft northern, and (as far ascan be gathered from

the various accounts which have been publifhed) the moft ancient EngliOi fadory in the

empire. • '

•' Surat is fituated in the province of Gtizurat, a few leagues to the northward of Bom-

bay, in twenty-one degrees and a half north latitude, on the banks of the river Japce, and

before the year 1660, was an infigniiicir.t place, confrfting of a few houfes defended by an

old caftlealmoft in ruins. About this time a town was built, which in a' few years became

the principal trading place in the Mogul domiriions; and- one of the moft confiderable in

the world) both for it's commerce and extent^ it having been thought to be at kaft as large

an4
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will as populoas as London, within the walls; but this town Is not builtrxai^lyonthefcitp

of the former, shaving, for greater convenience, when the lEnglifli fettled here, been remo-

ved about two miles lower down the river. It contains many good houfes, according to

the Indian mode of building; and feon after it's having changed it^s fituation, was furrounded

bv a wall to defend it from the infults of the Maharattas, by whom it had b<%n twice pil-

laged; but this wall, though four miles in circumference, proved too narrow to contain-the

increailng inhabitants; an inconvenience which was remedied by extenfive fuburbs. The
wall, though calculated to prevent fudden inroads, is far from being capable of ftandkig a

regular fiege, though it has baftions mounted with cannon at regular diftances; and the

caftle, which is by the dver-fidc, and which muft be pafied in approaching the city^ is

a very irregular building, fupplied indifferent parts with cannort: but the whole feems to

be without order, and to b)e deftitiite of all the rcquifites to conftitute a fortification; though

afecond wall, incloAng the fuburbs, hfts been fince erefled.

Long before tfe<i Engliih Eaft India Company obtained pofleffion of the ifland of Bom •

bay, the preiidency of their affairs on the coaft of Malabar was held at Surat, where their

fadory received firom the Mogul government many important privileges and immunities:

and even fince the prefidency has been transferred to Bombay, the factory has continued,

and was at firft eftablifhed in one of the bell houfes in the city; but this becoming too lit-

tle to contain their e^ds, another was procured nearer the water-fide, which obtained the

name of the NeW ?a(Sbry.

For a long time this city, flourilhing extremely, became the tentre, and indt^ almoft

the only emporium of India; the great Variety of marketable goods of all forts, which were

to be found heiv, drawing together all tlie merchants and traders of the eaftern world, and

from hence they were diftributed to the inland pro\ inces, the manufactures of the co»:ntiy

itfelf forrtiing aconfiderable part of it's commerce; (b that almoft every article of mr.chan-

dize that can be vended in this country may be found here at all feafons. The Comj^any

carries on a confiderable annual trade in piece-goods, efpccidlly of the cbarfe forts, for the

flave^trade on the African coafts. Of the faitory at Surat the govtrnor of Bombay is ufually

prefident.

Another circumftance which t;ontributed to the pfofperity of Surat, was the ftriiSl and

impartial adminiftrationof juftiee; which, during the vigour of theMogulgovernment, in^

duced the merchants of all religions and denominations, and particularly the Gentoos, t6

fhelterthemfHves from opprelfion; for, at that time, no flaghint afSs Of injuftice were com-

mitted, though the merchants wbuld fometirties find means to engage the government to in-

terfere in quarrels arifing from private pique, or jealoufy at fuperior fucccfs; and in thofe

cafes it was not uncommon to find the adminiftrators of the laws conniving at wrongs

by which the/ were to be gainers; but this generally happened in difptites betwttn Eu-
ropeans.

The governor of Sural adtniniftered juftice at the Durbar, or Hall ef Audience, wherfc he

nfually prefided in perfon; all profecutions and aAions, both Of a critnihal ahd civil

nature, were brought before him, and fummarily difpatched in the eaftern manner. And it

was cuftomary for him, when he was JifculKng any material affair, to refrain from fpeaking
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CO thofe about him, and to write his orders in the Perfian language, upon fmall flips of

paper which lay before him ready for that purpofe; and the orders fo written were peremp-

tory, and muft be obeyed without reply. A return of thefe being afterwards made, they

were filed or ftrung, and fervcd as records of the fuits determined by him.

The emperor had alfo an officer here who was ftiled his admiral, and received the revenue

called the Tanka, which amounted to about three lacks of rupees yearly, and aroi'o from
the repts of adjacent lands, and the taxes levied on the town, l.i the year 1748, the of-

ficer who enjoyed this poft, being difgufled at fome failure in the accuftomed payments

feized upon the caftle of Surat; and committing great outrages on the merchants, exercifed

an arbitrary authority overthe lives and properties of all the inhabitants; and on his death,

in 1756, his Ton alTumed the fame jurifdidlion.

But this tyranny growing infufferable, and the di{lra£led ftate of the empire of Indof-

tan affording no hope of redrcfs from that quarter, remonftrances were made by the mer-

chants and inhabitants of Surat to the prefidency of Bombay; and in 1759, Admiral Po-

cock, who then commanded the naval force of Great Britain in this quarter of the globe,

difpatched twofliipsof thcline, with eight hundred and fifty European foldiers, a train of

artillery, and one thoufand five hundred feapoys, under the command of Captain Mait-

land, to difpolTefs this officer of the Mogul of the power he had ufurped; and, after an ob-

ftinate defence, the Englifh became mailers of the place, and the emperor not being at that

time in a fituation to refufe any requifitions of theEnglifli Eaf): India Company, the' ob-

tained the appointment to the poft of admiral, and were conftituted receivers of the Tanka,

and by thefe means became poflTeiTed of fupreme authority at Surat.

Though the ftreets of Surat are irregular, and the houfes flrangely built, yet even thefe

circumftances are productive of convenience to thofe who are obliged to walk through

them during the heat of the day; for though they are of a reafonable width at the ground

floors, yet, as the houfes rife, the fevcral ftories proje£b fo far over each other, that theup-

permoft apartments on each fide of the ftreet are dofe enough to admit of converfation be-

tween the occupiers of houfes on different fides of the ftreets; and thefe projections excluds

the fun, while, by the width below, the free ventilation of air is not obftruCted. But the

(hops in this great mercantile city have but a mean appearance, the principal traders keep-

ing their goods chiefly in warehoufes^ and feldom expofing any more than the famples by

wh'ch they fell.

In the feafon when the heats are moft intenfe, though they are feldom fo extreme at

Surat as in other parts of the empire, the merchants, and other opulent inhabitants, have

country-houfes at a fmall diftance from the city, and principally on the banks of the river,

to which they retire to enjoy the frefh air, and regale themfelves on the produdions of

their gardens; national factories, and that of the Engliih Company in particular, have

elegant gardens for the ufe and amufement of the perfons who compofe them : though thefe

recefTes were formerly rendered unfafe by the frequent incurfions of the Maharattas; a

danger which has however vanifhed fince the territories of the Engliih Company became

fo very extenfive.

The grounds round Surat are level, and extremely fertile on the land fide, though fandy

and barren on the fca-coaft. No place in the v^orld is better fupplied with provifions; for

befides
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^beffdes various articles which an unrcflrained importation brings inco the markets in great

abundance, the natural produ£iions of the foil are equally plentiful and excellent in their

kinds: the wheat of Suratis remarkable for it's whitenefs, fubftance, and peculiar delicacy

oftaftc; their vegetables of all kinds are exquifite; beef, mutton, and domeftic fowls, cheap,

and admirably good; fifti, wild-fowl, and game, in ama':ing variety, at a moft reafon-

• ablerate. Europeans depend chiefly on importation for their wines and fpirituous li-

quors; thofe fpirits which are diftilled in the country being generally hot, flery, and ill-

tafted: though it is faid the natives endeavour to coire£l thefe qualities by diftilling, with the

other materials, pieces of animal flefli, fuch as venifon, beef, or mutton, and denominat-

ing the fpirit produced after the name of the fleih ufed in diftilling it. How far this may
be true, is matter of fome doubt, as it is alfo whether the experiment would anfwer the

intended purpofe; though the immerfion of raw flefli hath, even in this country, been re-

commended to reftore wine which has become four or fliarp.

The almoft univerfal cuftom of the Eaft prevails, in a great degree, among the lower claf-

-fesof thcpeoc of Surat;and efp.cially the hamals, or porters, who get their living by con-

veying goods to and from the w .rehoufes, and carry burdens of great weight: thefe take

opium in fuch quantities, that the effcd: of a large dofe is fcarce perceivable; and it hath

been aflerted by credible travellers, and writers, that fome individuals among them will

take at one dofe more than an ounce of this drug, without it's being attended with any

fatal or dangerous confequences; on the contrary, they pretend that it enables them to

go through their laborious employment with more eafe.

Nor is this habit confined to the lower or labouring claflTes; the great and aflluent alfo

indulge in it, and confider it not only as highly luxurious, on account of the pleafing deli-

riums which they afHrm it produces, but as an extraordinary afliftant to the pleafures of the

jiaram. They ufually take it in milk, boiled down from alargc to a very fmall quantity; and

when they chufe that it's operation ihould ceafe, they fwallow a fpoonful or two of lime

juice, or any other vegetable acid : but thofe who ufe it, as we have already obferved in ano-

ther part of this work, feldom reach old age, nature being exhaufted at an early period, by

perpetually ftimulating it's powers to unnatural exertions; but this is an argument which

would be little attended to by thefe Oriental fenfualifts, who, fetting but little value on the

duration of life, lofe no opportunity of rendering it pleafurable while it lafls.

And as voluptuaries of all kinds are never at alofs to afcribe eftimable qualities to their

favourite gratification, fo thofe in this country who are addicted to the ufe ofopium, con-

tend, that though itoccafions a feeming heavinefs of the head, and an apparent fleepinefs of

the eye, yet that thefenfesare not lulled by it, but remain in aftate of perfect vigilance;

and, in confirmation of this dodtrine, the inhabitants ofSurat relate the following ftory.

One of the governors of the town receiving a vifit from a Gen too chief, his friend, at a

garden without the city walls, they met, with each his guards and attendants. As they were

walking, the governor took notice of the Rajah's guards, who were fquatted down, after

. .Tianner, in an open guard-room, with their heads reclining on theirnaked fwords, and

in appearance either ftupified or faft afleep. The governor obferved, with a imile, to the

Oentoo, U>at he h%d a very proper opinion of his friendihip, fwce he would venture to

this
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this if^tervtew attended by guards who bad reduced themfelves ^0 Aicb a condition bf
OpiMOl..

* If, from this appearance,' replied thechief, * youconceive that myguards are incapableof

* attendiog to their duty, I will convince you of your miftaicci and if there be my perfotT

* present for whom you have no regard, bid him plucli a flower, as foftly as he pleafes, out
* of any of their turbans.' The governor inftantly ordeccd one of his attendants to do as

ihe Gentoo had dire<5ted: the man obeyed, and proceeded with the utmoft circumfpec-

tion. He approached htm who feemed the moil overcome with fleep, and fnatched olFthe

flower: the fuldier felt what was done, and in the inftant lifted bis fcymitar, and at one

Aroke cut oiFtbc wretch's arm, and the reft were inftantly on their feet.

The inhabitants alfo, in common with other people of the Eaft, ufe an intoxicating

Jverb which they call Bang; and it is diflScuk to con'^eive how they can be brought to ha-

bituate themfelves to it; for it is very difagreeable to the palate, and fo violent in it's ope-

ratioQ, as to produce a temporary madnefs} fome being fo aftefied as to run furioufly

about, attacking all they meet without diftin£lion, till their career is ftopped by a refif-

iance which proves fatal to them.

Contrary to the cuiloms of moft other paris of Indoftui, the Gentoo women at Surat,

and even thofe of condition, make no fcruple of going to the river, and bathing publicly in

fhe fight of paftengers. They indeed wear their cloaths in the \irater; but when thefe are

wet, they fit clofe enough to their bodies to exprefs pet(e&\y the turn of their limbs.

When they have bathed, they contrive tofliift their wet cloaths for dry, with fuch dexterity,

that though it be done openly^ the buHnefs is condudled without the fmalleft offence to

modefty.

Though the principal native inhabitants of Surat are Mahometans, yet all religions are

tolerated, and the Gentoo is moft prevalent; and fo great is the influence of policy in this

commercial city, that even the rigid mufluhnan feems to relax, and lay aflde that fondnefs

for making of profelytes which is (hewn in nvoft other countries where thatreligion is ex-

crcifed : nor do they here fcruple to take Europeans into their fervice without giving them-

felves the leaft concern abou£ their religion. The inhabitants of Surat, and the neighbouring

country, are extremely induftrious, not only in the cultivation of their land, but in various

manufadlures} the moft confiderablej}f which are of fattins flowered with gold orfilver, or

plain; and of ivory, which they turn and work in the moft elegant manner into a thoufand

toys and little utenfils, poliihing and piercing it with inconceivable beauty and fkill. In

Surat alfoare congregated all the jewels, precious ftones, valuables, and rarities, of the

coafts of Africa, Malabar, Arabia, and Perfia, befides fuch as are the produce of Lidoftan;.

and the markets are conftantly fupplicd with agates, cornelians, and odier ftones of inferior

value, from Cambaya. v

Proceeding towards thcfouth, on the Malabar coafts, and within the kingdom of Vifia-

pour, is Gheriah, once the capital of a piratical ftaCe governed by the family of Angria; the

founder of which, from being a private Maharatta (bldier, raifed himfelf to the government

cf a little independent ftate, and formed a fleet not only capable of giving annoyance to

the trade of tbe coiuUry^ but even of lAterrupting; that of the European poweisj till at

length
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length the extirp»tion of thii neft of plunderers, and the tota] dfln;iolt|i«n of their power,

were effeded by ;the united forces of the Britiih navy, and tbqfc of the )i)ngU(h £aft India

Company.

About the year 1680, Conajee Angria, a private MaharatU in the fleet with which the

Saha Rajah contended againft the Mogul emperor, was raifed to the rank of a general, aqd

appointed governor of the fmaU, roc^y, well«fortified iiland of Severndroog, fttuatcd about

a mufquet-fiiot from the main land} but finding this employment ill-fuited to his ambi-

tious and enterprising fpirjt, he feized many of the veflels he had forpierly commanded, and

with thefe made fhort cruizes in perfon, and committed aAs of piracy againft the unarmed

veflels which traded along thecoafts t but he did not-attempt to extend his territory, till by

repeated fuccefles he became more formidable. The Maharattas were now alarmed} but

as he had by feizure and capture poflefled himfelfof the greater part of their fleet, they were

unable to attack him in his ifland; they therefore ereded three ftrong forts upon the con-

tinent, within point-blank' fliot of his little infular territory, wbich was not much above a

mile in circumference, and flattered themfelves that thefe fortrefles would prqve effe&ual

to reduce him again to obedience; but the (kill and bravery of Conajee Angria Toon ren-

dered abortive their attempts to fubdue him, and enabled him, in his turn, to attack and re-

duce feveral of their fea-ports, and at length to extend his conquefts near fixty leagues along

the fea-coafts, including in them feveral commodious harbours; but as he forefaw it would

be impoffible to fecure the poflTeffion of thefe acquifitions without penetrating into the

country, and maintaining an army to fupport his n^aritin^e dominions, he added the large

trad of land to them which reached to the mountains, and fecifred his whole po^ei^ons by

building fmall forts to command theitarrow paflTes which led to the plain.

Nor were his fucceflbrs deficient in attention or abilities; they incr<;afed their ftrength by

entertaining every de&rter from the European fettlen>ent.s, who were encouraged by pro-

motion and pecuniary advantages; and they at length became fq formidable, that the Maha-
rattas afiually agreed to conclude a peace with thefe pirates, on qondition of their acknow-

ledging the fovereignty of the Rajah, and yielding him an annual tribute.

Being thus freed from internal attacks, the reigning fovereign of this new-fprmcd ftate

turned his whole attention to the augmentation of his naval power, fqakirig yery cqnGde-

rable captures; and not only made prizes of feveral India ibips, richly laden, from the Eng-

lifli, French, and Dutch Eiift India Companies, but had the prefumption to attack, though

unfuccefsfully, a fquadron of Britiih men ofwar, confiftingof th/e Vigilant f^fii^tyrfour

guns, the Ruby of fifty guns, and feveral other fliips in company. And theDutch fu^er^d

fo much, that they found it neceflfary to attempt a redu6lion of bis force: for which pur-

pofe they difpatched feven armed fiiips, two bomb-veflels, with a number of land fprces,

from Batavia, and attacked Gheriah, but failed in reducing the place, and were repulfed

with confiderable iofs.

The reigning Angria now renounced his allegiance to the Maharattas. Upon the chief

•f thofe people having lent ambafladors to reimonftrate with him on his condu^ he was fo

far from receiving them with refpeft, that he ordered their ears and nofes to be cutoff, and

leturned them in that mutilated condition, withput condefcendjng to giv« any apfwer to

the complaints they had been commiffioacd to make. The Maharattas, ?»<perated at this
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infult, meditated his ruin, and made repeated applications to the governor and council sti

Bombay to affift them with their ihips; and as the repeated a&s of piracy which the fleers

of this petty prince from time to time committed, had compelled the Englifli Eaft hv-
dia Company to be at the conftant expence of a marine force to protect their trade, thev at

length determined to attempt the deftru£lion of this troublefome neighbour; and in the vear

1755, Commodore James, who was commander inchief of the Company's marine force in

India, failed from Bombay in the Protedlor of forty-four guns, with the Swallow of fix-

teen guns, and the Viper and Triumphant bomb-veflels, and attacked the ifland of Se-

verndroog.

The fortrefs on it is ftrongly but not regularly conftrudted; the greateft part of the works

being cut out of the folid rock, the remainder built with ftones of ten or twelve feet fuuare

and the baftions mounted with fifty-four cannon. The largeft of the forts on the main

which was called Fort Goa, was built in the fame manner, with fquareftones of the like

enormous flze, and fupplied with forty guns; and two other forts, which were furniHied

with upwards, of twenty guns each, were formed with lefs art, with ftones of irregular

ihape and different iizes.

On the fecond of April 1755, the commodore began to cannonade and bombard the

ifland fort; but the walls on the fide where he commenced his attack being fifty feet high,

and eighteen thick, this extraordinary flrength compelled him to change his fituation, fo

as to reach Fort Goa with his lower-deck guns, while he plied Severndroog with his up-

per tier. About noon of the fame day, the north-eaft baflion of the latter, and part of the

parapet, weve laid in ruins, when a fhell fet fire to the houfes, which the garrifon were pre-

vented from extinguifhing by an incefTant fire of fwivels and fmall arms from the round-

tops; and the wind blowing from the northward, the flame fpread almofl throughout the

fort; one of the magazines in it blew up, and a general conflagration enfued. A multitude

of men, women, and children, running out ou the farther fide of the Ifland, embarked in

boats; but moft of them were taken by the Swallow, which was ftationed to the fouthward,

to prevent any fuccours being thrown into the ifland from that fide..

The commodore then dire£led all his fire againfl Fort Goa, and after a fevere cannonade,

the enemy hung out a flag of truce; but the governor of that fort, with fome chofen fea-

poys, croiTed over to Severndroog, which was flill tenable; but upon the blowing up of

their fecond and grand magazine, thB houfes there were entirely evacuated..

*^ The piratical governor was now in pofTeffion of the ifland, fort,.and the commodore pf

the other three, from whence the latter kept up a fmart fire on Severndroog ; but the gQ-

vernor of that ifland, truAing to the natural flrength of the place, refolved to maintain it

till he could receive fuccours.from another port on the main land belonging tothe fame

flate.; and as the cannonading made no impreffion on the w.alls, and the arrival of fuccours

might have rendered the tafk more difficult, a number of feamen were landed under cover

of the fire from the fhips and the fhore, who bravely ran up^ and withtheir axes cut open

the gates of the fally-port, and with little lofs obuined an entrance into the fort, which.

was now abandoned by the garrifba^..and the ifland,. together with the forts on the con-

tinent, were immediately put into the pofTefHon of the Maharattas, whQ bad marched an-

army and invefied. thefe fortrelTes on the land fide*

Ga
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On the Sth of April, Commodore James anchored off Pancote, fince named Fort Vic-

toria, the moft northern port of any confequence in all the dominions of the pirate, which

.furrendered the next day. But this place was, with the confent of the Maharattas, re«

ferved by the £aft India Company, as it had a good harbour, and a conflderable trade for

fait and other commodities; and the adjaccni country abounded with cattle, which were of

great ufe in victualling the garrifon and (hips at Bombay.

In the month of November following, a fquadron of Britifli men of war, under the

command of Rear Admiral Watfon, arrived at Bombayi and on the eleventh of Februar/

in ihe fucceeding year, the admiral, with his whole force, together with a conflderable

number of land forces, the fhips under the command of Commodore James, and fome

other armed veflels belonging to the Company, appeared before Gheriah, the capital of An-
gria's dominions, a body of the Maharattas invelting it at the fame time by land. The
reigning defcendant of Angria, terrified at the approach of fo large a force, left his fort<-

refs in difguife, and reached the camp of the Maharattas, with whom he endeavoured to

treat for peace, and adually prevailed fo far as to induce them to propofe to him, that

he ihouid fend orders to his brother, whom he had left to command the fort, to put them

in pofleffion of it ; but whether this was made with a view only to obtain the plunder of

the place, or with a deHgn to keep the poflTeflion of it, it was equally injurious to their

Briti(h allies, who thc-y unqueftionably meant to deceive.

But the admiral having received intelligence of thefe clandeftine proceedings, fummoned

the fort to furrender the next morning; and receiving no anfwer, flood into the harbour in

two divi lions ; the Bridgewater, which led hisMajefty's (hips, being followed by theTy.-

ger, Kent, Cumberland, and Sali(bury, together with the ProtcAor of forty guns, be-

longing to the £aft India Company. The King Fifher led a fquadron of the Com-
pany's (hips, confiding of the Revenge, Bombay, Grab and Guardian frigates; with the

Drake, Warren, Triumphant, and Viper bomb-ketches. From thefe (hips fuch a can-

nonade foon commenced as (llenced both the batteries, and the Grabs, or piratical vefTelsy

of Angria; and about four o'clock a (hell was thrown into the Refloration, an armed

(hip, formerly taken from the £ngli(h Eaft India Company, which fet her on fire; and

communicating to others, the whole fleet of the enemy was foon alter in flames.

After it was dark, the admiral landed the troops under the command of Colonel Clive;

and the next morning the commandant of the fort was acquainted, that if he did not de-

liver up the place to the Englifh in one hour, the attark would be renewed, and he muft

exped no quarter: whereupon he defired a ceiTation of hoftilities till the next morning, pre-

tending he could not furrender without the permifHon of the chief, who was then with the

Maharattas; but this being confidcred as trifling, to gain time for taking meafures to

yield the po(reffion of the place to the Maharattas,. the admiral renewed the attack about

four in the afternoon , and in lefs than half an hour a flag of truce was hung out by tl^e

garrifon, when it was expected they would haul down their colours, and admit the Briti(h

troops; but this being again demanded, nnd not complied with, the attack was repeated

with fo terrible a fire, that the aflailants could diflindly hear the bcfieged cry out for

mercy; ^n^ fpon jyftcr the jjoflTcffion of ^e fort wa? gi)ren u^,
, ,|.^. ^^.^ ^,.,| j^^ ^^
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Colonel C1iv« had ttkeit the preciution to blocksMie the fort on fliore, and prevent the

Maharattas from getting pofleffion of the place } which was evidently their defign, a« they

offered two officers of Colonel Clive'tarmy, who eommanded at a poft of great importance,

fifty thoufand rupees, to fuffer them to pafs this guard ; an offer which they not only re«

jeAed with indignation, but immediately acquaintied Colonel Clive with the circumftan-

ces; fo that the Maharattas found it equally impofllble to elude the vigilance of the com-

mander, and to corrupt the integrity of his officers.

The lofson either fide was very inconfiderabte. The Britifli found their fafety in their

own bravery and fpirit, driving the enemy from their works with the briflcnefs of their fire,

and preventing the poffibiltty of their returning it; and the garrifon being fecured by the

thicknefs of the walls, over which diey did not even venture to (hew their heads. As we
have already obferved, all their ranparts, which were not hewn out of the folid rock,

were built of maflyftones, fo that the greatcft weight of metal could never have made a

breach : nor could any thing but the terror of a fire unufually fierce have fubdued a place

of fuch conftruftion, and in which the conquerors found above two hundred cannons,

fix brafs mortars, and a quantity of ammunition fuflScient to have fupplied a long and vi-

gorous defence.

By this management of the admiral and Colonel Clive, the money and tfkAs in the

place, which amounted to an hundred and twenty thoufand pounds in value, were pre-

vented from falling into the hands of the Maharattas, and fecured to the real captors.

As we proceed through the kingdom of V ifiapour, it may not be improper to mention it's

ancient capital of the fame name, which is fltuate in feventeen degrees forty minutes north

latitude, at fome diftance from the fea-coafts, on the banks of the River Mendeva. Thecity

has been defcribed, as having been formerly very large, furrounded wkh high walls, and de-

fended bymany pieces of cannon. Without the walls, which were twok'jgues in circumfe-

rence, were five fpacious fuburbs, rendering the whde circuit five leagues. The palace

of the king, or chief, was in the middleof the town, from which it was feparated by a double

ditch inclofing a circumference of three miles. The houfes are faid to have been built of

ftraw and reeds, and the doors fb fmall, that they could not be entered without flooping.

This kingdom was tributary to the Great Mogul during the fplendor of the empire; and

the people were obliged to fubmit to various oppreffions, from which their own king or

chief was unable to proteft them. "

The prefent inhabitants work in gold and other metals, and are manufadurers of cotton

and nik, having alfo a conflderabie trade in diamonds, and other precious ftones ; and

the adjacent country produces a conflderabie quantity of pepper, which is almofl wholly

cngrofTed by the Dutch, who have the moft capital European fa(Slory at this place.

Returning to the coaft, the Rt& place of confequence is Goa, belonging to thePortuguefc,

which we. have already mentioned, and of which we (hall fpeak more fully hereafter.

About twelve leagues to the fouth of Goa, and feven leagues from CapeRamus, is Carwar,

or Corwar, where the Englilh have a faAory, and a linall fort with tw6 ballidns and fome

cannon. The hQ.orj is fituated in the latitude of fifteen degrees fouth, on the fouth fide of

abay« into which empties itfdf and forms an harbour, a river capable tff itcclfing Ihips of

three
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three hundred tons burden. Oppoflte to it is a plcafant iflantf; which, at well u the coun*

try round it, is fertile, beautiful, and well flocked with game. It is indeed a hilly, or

rather mountainous country; but it is one of the mod healthy fettlements on the^Mulabar

coa(l« and the vallies between the hills abound with corn and pepper, which are efteemed

the belt produced On the continent of India. I'he woods and mountains are infcfted with

tijiersi wolves, and moukies ; and afford plenty of wild hogs, deer, elks, and a fpecies of

wild cattle of mod aftonifliing fize. A traveller of fome refpc£t alTcrts, that he faw one of

thofe beads killed, the four quarters of which weighed above a ton, befides the head, hide,

and entrails. The horns were twenty-three inches in circumference at the largeft parts,

2nd the marrow-bones of fuch magnitude as to admit a table-fpoon into them to fcoop out

the marrow, but he obferves, that the flefli was lefs delicate in tafte than beef ofan inferior

fize. In the woods are three diftin<£t kinds of tigers: the fmalleft, which is the moft fierce,

feldom exceeds the height of two feet—the fecond rifes to three feet, and fubfidson wild

hogs, deer, and a fmall animal called a pilTay, which is fhaped like a deer, but has a head

refcmbling that of a hog, with two long tufks, which grow upward like thofe of a wild

boar, and two others which turn downwards from the upper jaw, and reach to the un-

der part of the lower jaw } yet, notwithdanding thefe weapons with which nature has pro-

vided this creature, it is inofFenfive and timorous ; it is about the flzeofa large cat, and

feeJbon grafs and roots—-the third fpecies of tigers is fometimes three feet and a half high^

but thefe feldom attack mankind, any more than the kind lad mentioned, unlefs they are

provoked, or particularly ftimulated by hunger.

In the woods are found many curious birds, and among others, wild peacocks of pecu-

liar beauty; and another fowl about the bignefs of a pigeon, which is called the bilUbirdy

on account of the largenefs of it's beak : thefe beaks vary in form and colour, and are oC

fuch a fize as to make powder-flaflcs. -in^ ^-Ih 17ul

The above traveller relates, that he was once in thefe woods with his fowling-piece, when^

by the falling of a fudden rain, his powder, which was only wrapped in paper, was wetted:

his gun being thus rendered ufelefs, he ftruck into a path which led from the mountain to

the fa£lory; but had not proceeded far, before he obferved a very large tigtr in the fame

path, with his; face towards him; ^nd the bead, on difcoveringhinj, fquatted with his belly

to the grounds apd ladling his tail, crawled ilowly in that.pofition to meet him. Well
aware that he fhould be overtaken in flight, the traveller advanced leifurely till he got with-

jn ten yards of hii* enemy, when he clubbed his piece, and made all the noife he could to

alarm him ; on which the bead puflied into ^thicket, and gave the gentleman an oppcrtu-

iiity of purfuing his courfe withouC any other injury than that of being feverely frighted.

. The £nglifljk Coihpany have a .chief imd council here, to fuperintend ar^ conditi£t the

trade, which, on ^ccQupJ 9f the gopdft^fs of the pepper^ is ?xtre;roely vahiablei :nor is (his

%ion an:i^pprof^tabjf:or ynple^fant one ; the chief of the|)ngli(h fa^ry jys held in high
.refpctSl, .and feldom honjts without bcii^g accompanied by mod of the natives of coni^-
.quence in the neigbboifrhood of the. factory, attended by theit fervants well armed, and a
band of inulfc>^»fl tbefej^uats are perfo;np,ed in.the uffial.^anper pfthe Eaftj the men with
fire-arins, placing tiicip&l>|es at convenient diftances along the fkifts of ;9 1^11, or at the e)(-
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wemiii-'s of a wooJj while others, with drums and other noify inftrumenti, enter the covert
to rour.e the game; and fprcading thcmfelvcg fo as to encompafi it on all fides, except that

whtre the armed men have talien their (land, on a fignal given, ftrike up at once, and
march towards that part; and the devoted denizens of ilic woods and mountains, terrified at

the unufual difturbancc, fly before the invaders ot their peace, and fall into the ambufcade
prepared for their dcilruiStion.

Still farther to tlie fouthward, is Batacala, near which are the remains of a larwe city

which isiituattd on afmall river about four miles from the fea. This country produces

alfo a confiderable quantity of pepper; and the Englifli Company had formerly a {a£\0Ty

here, which was deftroyed by the following extraordinary accident. About the year 16-0

an Engliih fliip came to trade there, the captain of which had a fine Englifli bull-dog-, and

the chief of the fatSlory growing fond of the dog, begged him of the captain. Soon after, the

fat^ory, confiding ofcightcenpcrfons, making a hunting party, unfortunately took the bull-

dog with thcni; and paHing through this town, thebeallfeized another dog, and killed it. The
pricfts, greatly enraged at an aH (o contrary to the principles of their religion, incited the

people to revenge the death of the animal, by murdering the whole fadtory. This was im-

mediately performed; butfomeof the natives, who were not concerned in thisaftof cruelty,

dug a large grave, and buried them in it all together: and fome time after the Englifli Com>
pany fent a flonc to be placed over the grave, with this infcription, * This is the burial

* place of John Beft, and feventeen other Engliflimen, who were facriiiced to the fury

* of a mad prieflhood, and an enraged mob.' But from this time the Englifli had never

any fettlcment there, though they ftill continue to trade thither for pepper.

Proceeding to the fouthward, the next Englifli fafiory is at Barcelor, which is fituated

on the banks of t river about a league from the fea. The Englifli, Dutch, and Danes,

have alfo factories at this place : the Portuguefe refort here for fupplies of rice; in return

for which, they ^ive hor(es, dates, pearls, and other productions of Arabia.

Farther to the fouth, on the Malabar eoaft, is Tellicherry, where the Englifli Eaft India

Company have a factory, pretty well defended with flonc walls and cannon. Immediate-

ly at the back of the fort is the town, which is alfo enconipafled with a ftone wall; which,

as well as the fort, was ere£led at a time when difputtfs ran high between the factory and

the chief of the country, who demanded a duty on European goods, which the Company's

fervants thought fit to difpute. The eftabliflied religion is the Gentoo; but there ai% a few

black Chriftians, who live undCr ttie protefiion of the faAorjr; and fome of thefe form the

garrifon, which does not confift of above forty or fifty foldiers.

At Anjertgo, which is fltuate in eight degrees thii'ty mihutts north latitude, the Eng*

lifli Company have a fmall fol-t-and fettlement. The former is a regular fortification, con-

fitting of two baftions and a Curtain; whidh, as well as a platfotm towards the fea, are

all ntoimted with cannon : a lieep and wide river fttrurts k on' the land-fide; which, after

winding round the 'girater pah. 'of the fort, enipties itfdf into the fea, fometvhat to the

fouthward ; but a bar at the mouth of this' river prevents the admiffion of any fhips of con-

fiderable burden. TheCompany's fervants who refide herie, are onlya chief and a council

of thfeifr, with a furgeon and neoeflaryattendants; and the whole arelodged within the fort,

in neat and elegant little boufes thatched With palmeto leaves; but this fettlcment is

fubjed



1 N D S T A N. "lyf

fub]e£l to the great inconvenience of not having a drop of good Water nearer than three

miles from the fort; fo that thia necelFary article is obliged to be conveyed from that

dillance.

The principal produce of this part of the country is pepper
i
but it is faid to be by no

mtans equal in goodnefs to that of more northern growth : an inferiority which is by foihc

attributed to the foil and climate; and by others, probably with more reafon, to the wahc
of (kill in gathering and drying it.

It is maintained by fome writers, that this fettlement is in the territories of a princdii

cr female chief, who is dignified with the title of Queen of Attinga; and that her crown
defcends to the female line, the males being precluded from the throne. And as this lady

is not at liberty to marry, and is under no reftridlions, either with refpe^l to the numbers

or quality of her gallants, ftie feledts fome of the handfomefl young men in her dominions

tocompofe her haram, who are alfo preferred to the moft confidcrable offices at her court;

and the male fruits of her amours are entitled to the rank of nobility, whilft the females

claim the crown in order of birth.

The women of moft of the countries on the Malabar coaft expofc their breafls without

any covering; and, in the territories of this princcfs, this cuflom has paflTcd into a law,

which is enforced with fo much fcverity, that, according to the account of a modern tra-

veller, a woman who had refided fome time in one of the European fettlementf, and learrit

the decent fafhion of concealing her breafts, on her return to her own country, negle^ed

to conform to the eltablifhment, and appeared before the queen with a covering on thh

part of her body ; an offence of fo heinous a nature, that the fovereign ordered them to be

immediately cut ofF; a fentence which was executed with the Utmoft rigour.

Turning CapeComorin, on the coaft of Coromandel, is Negapatan, a town lately be^

longing to the Dutch, and fituate in eleven degrees latitude: it was originally built by

the Portuguefe, who erected feveral churches, and founded a monaftery, a college of Je-

fuits, and other public edifices. The Dutch took it in 1658, and pofTefTed it till the

year 1781, when it was captured by the Britifh land and fea forces under the command
of Sir Edward Hughes and Sir He6tor Monro, after a long blockade by fea, and a (lege

of three weeks. It appears to have been confidered as a place of great importance by the

Dutch, as it was ftrongly fortified, and garrifoned with near eight thoufand men, five

hundred of whom were Europeans. A vafl quantity of warlike fVorcs and ammunition

fell into the hands of the captors; and as the adjacent country is fertile, and produces great

quantities of rice, this conqueft promifes many advantages to the Englifh Eafl India

Company.

The next Engliih fettlement on the coaft of Coromandel is Pondicherry, till lately the

capital of th^ French pofteffions in the empire of Indoftan. It is a large, well-built, and

populous town, ftrongly fortified, and capable of making a vigorous defence; fituate in

twelve degree^ twenty-one minutes north latitude, and in eighty degrees twenty-nine mi-

nutes eaA longitude, from London.

Pondicherry was originally fettled by the French, but was taken from them by. the

Dutch Ja X693, and reftored at the peace of Ryfwick. In 1748, it was bcfieged by Admi-

ral

1!,; ;l?;;t

vm
. ft

^ilifl

f ''t



37» A S I A.

ral Bofcawen } but die periodical rains coming on before he could malce any Imprefliun,

he wa$ obliged to abandon the enterprize, af^r havii\g fuftained heavy lofles by ficknei's

and ftorms.

In <76o, the Britifli forces^ commanded by Colonel (now Sir Eyre) Coote, and the

naval force under Admiral Stevens, inveded Pondicherry, a blockade having already Ikch

formed to prevent the garrifon and inhabitants from receiving any fupplies of Acres or pro-

vifions; and, on the isth of January, in the fucceeding year, the town furrendercd with-

out any capitiTlation, and was confequently given up to plunder and deftruction. Mon-
Jieur Lally, the governor, (who afterwards fufFered death in France through the intrigues

of the then miniftry) appears, by intercepted letters, to have been driven to diftrailion

by the want of provifions, which were fo fcarce, that after having devoured their camei:-.

tnd elephants, the befieged were reduced to the neceffity of converting their domeftic ani-

mals to food ; and thefe bore fo high a price, that fixteen rupees, a fum equal to forty

ihillings fterling, was paid for the carcafe of a dog.

Pondicherry, before* this ficge, was near a league in circumference, and contained

fcventy thoufand inhabitants; but, inconfequencc of it's being given up without terms, it

was reduced to a heap of ruins : however, bt'iiig reftored to France by the treaty of 1763, it

was fpeedily rebuilt, fortified, and new-peopled ; near thirty thoufand of the former In.

dian inhabitants returning and re-edifying their former habitations.

Since this reftoration, the buildings are extremely regular, the ftreets perfed^ly ftraight;

and the principal one, running from north to fouth, near half a league in length,

being crofled by another extending near twelve hundred yards in contrary diredlions. The

fort, which is fituate about two hundred yards from the fea, is built of brick, plaiftered with

a white cement, fo well hardened as to give it the appearance of marble. This fortifica-

tion is ftrong, though irregular. The city is alfo encompafTed with a wall fortified with

eleven forts, or baftions, and mounted with upwards of four hundred cannon ; and it is

furnifhed with capacious magazines, and an arli^nai filled with mortars, bombs, ammuni-

tion, and warlike ftores.

In the conftruAioq of this new city, the French provided an elegant houfe in the

caitcrn part of it for the refidence of their governor, oppofue to which were fpacious gar-

dlens beautifully laid out in walks for the Company and higher ciafles of inhabitants; and

in thefe gardens was a building richly furniflied, appropriated to the reception of ftrangers

of diflindtion» who might vifit Pondicherry, either on account of public affairs, or mat-

ters of commerce. They had alfo foinc religious boufes; and among them a college o{

Jefuits, co.ifilting of fifteen or fixteen, who were employed in the education of youth, and

ihltrudUng them in the common branches of literature; a houfe for the prieftsof the mii-

iions, in which two or three only commonly reiided, others being employed abroad

in attempting tbe converfion of the Indians^ and a fmall convent of Capuchin Friars, the

numbers of whom fieldom exceeded tei\ or a dozenw The houfes of; private individuals,

though confining of one ftory only, were commodious, and fuitsd' to >tbe ranks and occu>

patioas of the inhabitants. ,

.Ifin^H.^ ''.,
Poadicherry
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- Poftdicherry being tV^ refldence of the French governor-general, his dignity was Tup-

ported with great fplendor. He was attended when he went abroad by a party of horfc-

guards, in a uniform of fcarlet faced with black, and laced with gold ; and thefe were

commanded by an officer whofe drefs was ftill more fuperb : he had alfo three buiidrcd

foot-foldiers, who were employed in mounting a regular guard round the governor's ha-i

bitation; and, on extraordinary occafions, fuch as the reception of ^ny of the chiefs of tha

country, or their ambafladors, this whole military force vr»s drawn out in order, and

the governor himfelf advanced to meet his guefts in a palanquin ornamented with embroi-

dery and fringe of gold.

The French garrifon, in time of peace, conftfted of three or four companies of Euro-,

peans, commanded by a field officer of conHderable. rank, and a larger number of na-

tives of the country} who, being converted to the Chriftian religion, werecloathed and,

difciplincd in the fame nunner as the white foldiers.

On the 17th of Odober 1778, '*ondicherry fubmitted to the Britifli fea and land-

forces, the former commanded by Sir Edward Hughes, the latter by Sir He^or Monro,

afterafiege of two months and ten days: this Important place is now annexed to the

Englifli pofleffions in Indoftan; and ChandcrPagore having alfo furrendered, the Frenck

are entirely expelled from all their fettlements in this extenfive empire.

The city of Pondicherry is fituated on fo low a fpot, and the coaft is To extremely flat^

that no veflels of confiderable burden can come to anchor within a mile and an half of'

the (hore; and even the (hips boats cannot reach the land without danger of being ovcrfeC

by the furf, which continually breaks upon the fanr'Si fo that both the piiiTengers and

merchandize are conveyed to and from the veflels in flat-bottomed boats, navigated by the

natives, who are extremely expert in the management of thefe neccflary but fomewbat

dangerous craft.
,

The Gentoos, whofe indefatigable induftry and extreme temperance conftitute the

riches of this country, live feveral families together in long and narrows houfes divided

into different apartments; but they ate all fo ill fupplied with light, that it is aftonifliing

how they finifli thofe exquifitely fine and delicate works in which they are employed.

Thefe are chiefly nuinufa£lures of filk painted and plain, and gauze } though there are fome

artificers in gold, who perform fillagree work to the greateft perfedion. Of the gene^'al

manner of livii\ of thefe people, the following account W£s given in a public aflembly

by that officer who added fo greatly to the territorial pofTeffions v'f the Company, and con-

tributed fo much to raife the Englifh Company to power and confcquence. * The loweft

wages,' fays I-ord Clive, • in Bengal, are two rupees, a month., which amounts to

• about two-penco a day. The poor can fcarcely be faid to be at any other expence than

• for eating. They drink nothing but w^terj they wear no cloaths} nd the houfes are

• built with mud or clay, and thatched with ilraw.'

Their food is chiefly, indeed it may be liud wholly, rice boiled in watei • as an extra-

ordinary indulgence, they fometimes have an unleavened cake; but they never eat bread,

though it is plentiful, cheap, and excellent. The rice is cultivated in vafl qua.:tities in

the neiijhbourhood of the city, notwithftanding the fcarcity of water, which is fo .•'bfo-
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hitel/ neceflTtiy to the growth of this grain. To fupplj^thi* deficiency, every method is

employed which induftry can Aiggeft: wells are dug st every fpot where there is the teaft

probabih'ty of finding water, which is raifed with a bucket and lever, as tn the gardeners

grounds in the neighbourhood of London; one of the Gentoo labourers ftands upon the

lever, and vrorks it with his feetj . encouraging himfelf by a fong denoting the number of

buckets he has drawn. As foon as the full backet reaehes the fiirAce, it is emptied by

others who ftand ready to convey it to the roots of the rice} and when one well is ex-

handled, thty hove rccourfc to another, till they have procared a (viKcienc quantit)'. Be-

ftdes the water obtained in this way, they have tanks and canals, in which they prefervc

it aftff t**.? overftowings of the rivers and the rainy feafons.

- Fort St. David, which was fonnerly called Cadehorr and Tcgapatan, is fituated in

deveA degrees forty minutes of northern latitude, and is abodt twenty miles to the fouth-

ward of Pondicherry. It was purchafed from a Maharatta chief, together with a terri-

tory ftivtching about eight miles along the eoaft, and extending to the country about half

that difiance, by an agent of the Englifli Baft India Company, .for ninety rhOufand pago-

das. The Atuation '» pleafant and healthy, and the neighbouring lands are refreflied with

fcverat fhoamft of delicious vrater, which add to the fartility of the foil, and contribute to

the fecurity of the fort, which is of regular conftruAiony and well fupplied with cannon;

and the garriftni' was, before the rediidlion of Portdicherryi generally pretty numerous.

As the town is fb well watered, meft of the houfes have good gardens. Thofe belonging

to the Company are lafge- and elegant; and the vifatA refidence of the governor is in a hou(^

built in thef: gardens, though there are alfo apartments for him in the fort. Here is a

confiderable manafadure Of cottons, both white and coloured, imder a variety of denomi-

nations, fuch as gtngh«m», dimities, and fucc^toorfs; and great part of (he trade carried,

on at Madras is fupplied from this place, which is of much importance to the laft men-

tioned fettlement, and, indeed, to the general interefts of the Compahy'on this coaft.

In the year r758, thoFrartch armyv confiftin^ of three thoufand Are hundred Euro*,

jpeans^ commanded by Monfieur Lally, laid fiege-ta FOrt St. David; which having held

our a ferthfght agsrinft a Very fer^re cannonade, wa*, on the jptH of April, fartendered,
..

and fltortly after reduiced to ruin>, and the fort drfiwantled anddbftrdyed: nbr were the

enemy content with the'dhhelition of the fortifications, «ftep which was unqueftionably

tnflftfiaUe; but they extended tHeir vengeance to the neighbtturing coontry, and fnvolwd

in the general deftruAion the propetty of innocent and unoffending individuals. The foi>t

has never yet been rebuilt, yet the trade fleuriflies and feema to be rather incrcai'ed than

d^minilhed fince it has been kh ftrong; it i?, however, bt prcfent in a tolerable pofture df

defence. '
'

'"
. ,

Trinchinopoty is fitaat^ la* the banks of the River Cbverr, tn a plain once wmarkabfe

for populoufnefs and fertility; but which, by having been the foene of aftion duriitg.great

j^artof the laft war, is now wafted and depopulated. It rs of fome importance to the Englifli

Company, as it is a kmd of key to the ftates of Tanjour, Myfore, and Madura^ in which

It gives thett) confid^rablt ipffuence, and it is therefore ftrongly fortified.

. TKe
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Ttke town is AirroundMBy a S^all, which ajipears t6 have beeit encre&fed at turn iiSer-

ent times fince it's firft crcAion^ aS the inhabitants became more numerous} it is now near

four miles in circumference, and has been doubled, and fortified with towers or bailionS, .

fo that it is a place of conflderaUe ft.«ngth. The ditch, which is near ten yards wide,

and almoil half that depth, . is not always fupplied with water, though the town itfelf

'

never wants that eilential article, with which it is furnilhed by aqujcduAs ot clnaJs^

.

which.convey it into refervoirs in different parts of the [dace.

In the center of this town, or rather of the original towit, is a roclt which rifes to the -

height of one hundred yardsj the fummit is crowned with a pagoda, and many apartments .

are cut in it's fides, fo that it furniihes habitations for a confiderable number of the inha-

bitants.

Trincbinopoly has been rendered remarkable by an- attempt of the French to furipriflk it

in the year 175^. About five hundred Eufopean foldiers, and a confidsrable number of

the troops of the ctuintry, fcalcd.the outer-Walt about three irt the morning;, and having .

fecured a battery, turned the guns of it againfl the place, whild they proceeded with pe>

tards to force a gate of no great flrengthin the fecond wall, which would have led.them

into the town: but the garrifon being alarmed by the firings effit£lual Care was taken of

this weak part, where fo conAant a fire of fmall-arms was kept up during the nighty that it

was impoffible for the enemy to approach ic Mean time a party who attempted to enter

by efoalade, were difcovered^ and an officer and drummer, the two firfl Who mounted, ^

were cutoff; and the cannonadtf df the attacked growing furious, the afTailaats were \in^

der the ncceffity of laying clofe undter the wall for (helter till day-light, when all the furi-

Ttvors, to the number of three hbndmd.andfiNty-ifour £utx>iNan», furrendeicd, nmi beg- -

ged for quarten .- •
, •

Madras, or (as it is more commonly called) Fort St. GeOrge, is fituated irt thirttfeh <

drgrees forty minutes north latitude) and in eighty degrees of eaft longitude : io that it's ^

diftance from Lbndtm is near one thoufand fix hundred leagues; and the fun cdnTequehtry .

appears to the inhabitants of this place fix hours-earlier than in the metropolis of England, .

and fets about noon; and the length of the days varies fo little here throughout the year; ..

that it is always faid to be fix o' clock at the rifing and fetting of the fun.

It is hardly poffible to conceive why fb incommodious a fpotfliduld have been-chofen •

for the fituation of a fettlement of fo much importance; and though various reafbns have

been afSgned for this choice, none of them feem fatisfaAory. It ftands rh th6 6oubti'y of 1

Areot, in a fandy, barren plain, which neither affords verdure, or a drop of good water, ,

which muft be.procured.from the diftance of a full mile. Immediately at the back of the

*9wn i& a fatt-water river, v«rhich, though it adds to the fbength of the phce, is alfo pi**-

dudive of much inconvenience, fub}e£ling the town to be overffoWed by it in the rainy .

leafons: the fea falls with continual violence on the fhore; inin in the tempeflkimiS'timfe -

•f the year, fieems to threaten deftruAion to the whole fettleitient. -•• •

Fort St. Gtorge is a place of n& very conflderable ftrength; which, towards^ the fei^ is

the lefseflential, as thecoaft is fo (hallow, that fhips of fufBcient force to cannonade-w keMh- -

bard it could not cone within two miles of the ihore, the very merchandize and paffengers .

being;
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being obliged to be landed in flat-bottomed boats, as at Fort St. David's. The fort it?Lir,

vrhich is fituated north north-eaft, and fouth fouth-weft, nearly in the center of the White

Town, is a regular fquareof about three hundredfeet on each of it's fides, and has four

baftions: it 'is conftrufted of a ftone which, though honey-combed without, is of fo

hard a Aibftance, that it is known here by the name of iron-ftone, and refembles that

metal in colour. The walls of the fort are not defended by any ditch} and being

arched and hollow, are of no great ftrength. It has two gates, one on the weft, or land-

ilde, at which altrong guard is always mounted ; and the other on the eaftern, or fca*

ftde, which being lefs liable to f^urprize, is not fo much attende^ to; but thefe gates are

borii looked at a certain hour of the night, and the keys brought to the governor, or, in

his abfence, to the next in authority.

Within the fort is a handfome ftone building, containing proper apartments for the go-

vernor and other officers of the Company. Two flights of fteps lead to the two different

flories of this houfej the lower of which is appropriated to the general ufe of the Com-

pany's fervantS} and the higher, in which is the Council Chamber, is occupied by the

governor.

The VVhite Town, or that inhabited by the Europeans, contains about Ave or fix

iiundred people, exclufive of the military. It is but indift«rently defended by a flight

wall, «nd fome ill-conftru£led baftions, on the eaft, fouth, and north fides j on the weft

it is wafhed by the river, and confifts of three tolerable ftreets to the northward of the

/ort, and the like number to the fouthwird; barratks for the foldiers, and a well-ordered

military hofpital. Here was alfo the mint, but the bufinefs of coining rupees of fllver, and

.pagodas of gold bath for many years been removed to Calcutta; and within this quarter

are the Town Houfe and courts of juftice, as well as a Portuguefe and an Englifh churchj

the latter of which is elegant, s^nd furnifbed with an organ.

The houfes, which are only of one ftory above the ground-floor, are built of brick,

and have terraces according to the manner of the Eaft } which are laid with a mortar

compofed/rom the lime of marine (hells, and which, being laid in the dry feafons, ac-

quircs.a hardnefs which no continuance of rain can penetrate. On thefe terraces the in-

habitants, and particularly the Europeans, fpend their evenings, to enjoy thofe refrefhing

iea-breezes, which can alone render this climate endurable from the month of April to

the-n^iddle of September.

To the north lies the Black Town, which is much larger than the diftri£t occupied

by the Europeans, but not fo well fortified, though it's ftrength has been encreafed by

.fome, modern improvements; and this, as well as the White Town, is provided with a

numerous garrifon, and well-furnifhed (lores and magazines. As this quarter is poflefTed

.by Afiirtic merchants of all the eaftern countries, and fome Jews, the buildings are of

different kinds, fome built with brick, and others of clay covered with leaves or thatch.

The ftreets are, however, tolerably wide, and fome of them planted with trees, which

.^optrihute to the beauty of the place, and ferve as a (belter from the penetrating beams of

4he)fuA.
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Beyorid ^J«i mtfi ^fliorb id idie fouthwardj lies the fubuib, or third quirtcr, ^hich,

though full of inhabitants, is without dafende, though an advanced party of troops are

generally pofttd-4)ci>e to prevent the po^bility of furprize. As this fuburb is only occu«

{>ied by the lowtftOff lh6 MtWtti it is wretchedly built, and confiAs entirely of low, clay*

walled, thateh^huts.

Brides tlwif* diviftons of Madras^ the territory which Was purchafcd of the fovereign of

Golconda, before the coiiqueft of that country by tht Emperor of Indoftan, artd which is

about ^fteen mll^s lit circUmferetice, eoiftpiriteS two hattilets and kveral villages^ which,

together Wich tlift feveral towns and fuburb of Madras, ftre fuppofed to contain ont: hun-

dred th^ufatid inhabitants.

The governor of Fort St. George has alfo the command of all the Company's fettle-

ments bit the coaft df Cotomitt<*iii aiid titi the weft flde o( th« iiland of Sumatra} he is

alfo, for the time being, captain of thb firft coaip&ny of natire ft>ld«irs, and liv^ here in

great pmp, exercifiag a veiy.extenfive authority. When he goes out of his hoafe, the

guards are turned -out, and the drums beat, as for a prince of the blood, or a general

comnianding an army in Europe ( and his palanquin is preceded by fifty or fixty black

iiol^ien, and. attended by ^n equal number of Europeans} and he is accompanied by a

tfairt of dotmfliosy imi a band of mufic.

\ Thi councii iscompo^ bf fix perfons, the firft of whom is captain of the fecond com-

pany of the native troopt of the garrifon^ and thefe have each falaries, which are, how-

ever, (o triAm]^ as tw bear a rery fmall part in the fortunes which are ufually acquired

bytlioft w<h» can attain this fituation, the governor's not exceeding three hundred pounds

a year, and thofe of the other members of the council fo low as from forty pounds

ayearthte leaft, toorhe hondi^ed pouhds the greatift. But the governor and Council are alfb

confiderable traders on their own accounts in. certain articles, by permiiKon of the Com*

panyt and ihfave, befides^ other means of acfeuhtulflting wealth not eafily comprehended by

thoTe who haVK had no experisnoe of thefe eaftern advantages, and who cannot eaftly con-

ctlve how fovtuntis of tmi tut thrte hundred thousand pounds can be eaflly gathered toge«

thw in a v«y few yea^s by mdn who have been known to quit their native country with

ve»y'llttl< tn6i^ prc^rty than they catried ott their backs.

-Nor are thefii UHblUtilbrtb cOnfiiTed to the governor and council j the inferior ofltcers,

fuch as the chaplain, fut*g(jdnv judge-advocate, ahd attorney^general, are rewarded for

theit <et^^i<:eS ^«he Com pally Wifh very moderate falaries, noiie of them exceeding one

hundred pounds a year; yttthdfe gentlemen tb6 coHfrive to accumulate riches, and return

to Europe, afttr a very (hb^t refidence here, with fuch weklth as a whole life fptnt in Eu-
rope in the extr^meft induflry »rtd frugality would fall very flibrt of obtaining.

' Such of the military ofHcers and foldiers as are Europi^ans, fxrc alfo extremely

well: the pay, though not abovte one-third more than in England, enables them to live

here in a very diflerdnt manner, every petty officer, and eVcn commbn foldier, bcirtg at-

tended by one or more of the natives^ whofe maintenance, aS we have already obfcrved,

is fo little ejtpenfivcyi that it may be afforded out of the fmall«ft pay of an European; be-

- 5 C fides.
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£des that a conRderable part of the provtfions, both of the officers and foldiers, is pro<

vided by the Company, who alfo furnifli their civil fervants with board and lodging.

The Airrounding territory produces but little rice, and few other neceilkries of life be-

fides fruits and vegetables, the growth of fome gardens extending beyond the BUck Town»
and which are fold at reafonable rates. The Company have a kind of fummer-houfe and

gardens at St. Thomas's Mount, a (mall diftance from Madlras, where the governor fre-

quently refides during the hot feafons.

With provifions to fupply a very plentiful and moderate market Madras is fupplied

from the interior parts of the country i with rice from the fouthern, and with bread-cora-

from the northern fettlements; and even the fuel which is cenfumed here is brought from

the iflands near Mafulipatan>

The courts of juftice held at Madras are, the Mayor's^Court, held twicr a week in the

Black Town, for the determination of matters of difpute, and the recovery, of debts be*

tween the natives. The litigations of Europeans are generally carried on in the court of

the Judge Advocate, where the decifion is left to a jury,, and the fuits are conduced by

attornies, and other officers, as in the courts of England. Here are juftices of the peace,

who hold feffions for the trial of criminals}, and courts-martiaLare held,, as elftwhere, upoa

military delinquents. Of the introduAion of the Engliftt laws,, and the ereAion of fu«

preme courts of judicature in the empire of Indoftan, we fhall have occailon to fpeak fully

in our accounts of the Company's fettlements and pofleffions in Bengal.

The manufactures of Madras,, and. the territory about it, are not proportioned in ex-

tent to the number of inhabitants. It is computed, that about twelve . or. fifteen thoufand

are employed in printing and painting calicoes for the wear of Europe, and coarfer cottons

for the trade of different parts of Afia, and in particular the Spice Iflands : another, and

more considerable part of the inhabitants, are engaged in. the management of the glafs,

coral, and toy-trade, articles much demanded in the interior parts of. the country for fe-

male ornaments. The diamond-mines, which are not above a wreck's journey from this fet-

tlement, turn another confiderable branch of traffic to it} and many of the native inhabi-

tants are employed by the Company in coUeding and purchafing the produce of Arcot,

and other provinces, for their exportation to Europe, and other parts of Afiai and thofa

who by any of thefe means acquire money,, lend it: to Engliih merchantf^. .who,^ thoiigh.

not of the Company, are licenfed to trade, engage with them in partnerihips on accounC

of the protedlion of the Company, or embark in bottoms belonging to Europeans their

own property, paying for this privilege very confiderable fums..

Over and above the profits which accrue to the Englifli Company- from the trade in

cottons and other articles above mentioned, they derive a confiderable revenue from tbo

lands and< territorial pofleffions here; and. this is augmented by. the cuftoms andduties on

betel and tobacco, and fome other articles, which amount annually to little lefs than fifty'

thoufand pounds flerling; fo that, all advantages taken together, Madras may be confider-

ed as one of the moft important and opulent of the Company's fettlements in India.

Madras was captured by the French in 1746, but reftored to the Englifh Company at

the peace. In 1758, General Lally laid fiege to it with a very confiderable army, and ac-

tually
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tnlly gotpofieffion of the Black Town; but the garrtfon of the fort, eommanded byCo-
linel Lawrence,, and Colonel (now Sir William) Draper, made fo vigorous a defence^

that the enemy, after various fruitlefs attempts to reduce it by furprize and ftonn, were

obliged to give up the fiege, and retire with confiderable bfs.

.(Though, the compafs of our work will not admit of our giving a regular detail of the

political condu£t and proceedings of the Eaft India Company and their fervants in the dif-

ferent provinces; yet, in order to trace their progreffively incrcafing power and extended^

territories, it will be necelTary to take forae notice of the manner in which the Company
have interfered with the governing powers of the feveral diftridls, and the fteps they have

taken to reduce the native princes to a ftate of dependence on them, and compel them to

relinquifh their rights to large tradls of territory, which they held either by defcent or

conqueft.

In the year 1751, it was determined' toeflTctEl a revolution in the province of Arcot, in

which Madras is fltuate, and to make Mohammed Ali Khan, whofe pretenHons were very

doubtful,, nabob, or governing fovereign of this extendve country; and this proje£l was

at length carried into< execution, after a:conteft of feveral years, in which many difficul-

ties occurred; and a war was carried on with different fuccefs, which,, however,, at laft

terminated in the fubjugation of the whole territory contended for to the authority ofMo-
haitimed, or rather of the Englifli Eaft India Company, in whofe hands the AHatic

prince feemed to be a mere inftrument; for as foon as the conqueft was compleated, he-

copitded both the care of his perfon, and his revenues, to thofe who had procured for him

the diftinfiions he enjoyed, making Madras the place of his refidence; and as his protec*

tors undertook the defence of his newly-acquired pofleffions, the nabob yielded to them

the revenues of his whole dominions, referving only to himfelf an a^inual income ofabout

one hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds fteriing for his maintenance,, the grofs re*

ceipts being from four to five hundred thoufand pounds- a year: and thus the Carnatic, a

country of great commercial importance, from the number and induftry of it's inhabi-

tants, together with it's fovereign,.. were reduced to a ftate of abfolute dependence on the

Englifh Company.
.: But this acquifuion ferved only to point out to the Company the influence which might

be derived from the addition of a.tra£l of territory in the vicinity of Mafulipatan ; and, in

1767, they found means to procure from the Subah of the Decan grants of the provinces

efCandawir, Elur, Rajamandri,. and Chicacol; an acoeffion of territory not only confc-

quential init's extent,, but in it's revenues, and in the vaft ftrengthwhich it added to thot

power of the Company on the coaft of Coromandel.

Yet, in this moment of apparent profperiiy, aftormwas gatherings which, though it^s,

tfl'eSts were at that time fufpended, has fince fallen heavily on the pofTcflioas of the Com-
pany, and at the prefent hour involves them in difficulty and danger..

Hyder Ali Khan, or, as he is more commonly called, Hyder Ally,, an adventurerwho,,

from being a private foldier in the forces of the Maharattas,. had made himfelf mafter of

Myfore, and extended his conquefts on all fides, concerted the means of expelling the

Eoj^lifli, the only rivals who were by him efteemed formidable, from the coaft of Coro-

mandelj.
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rrandel; vni well knowing thtt the neighbouring Mafsikeaial tiK pewler of bis arms,

vhich had been often exerted in ravaging their borders and ftripping ibera of territory, he

applied to the Subah of the Docan, and the Nabob of Arcot,' and required them tujoin in a

mcafure which, if fucccfsful, would emancipate them. Horn the^ ihacloksiiniwJiieh thiry

were at prefent bound, and reftore to them that power, ixtthot*t^^> aixi^extent of fdocnini'cn,

of which they had been direfted by the Engliih; and left thefc arguments' fliould fait to

rouse them to fuch a degree of fpirit as would be incoefTary to anlwcr his^purpofc, they

were enforced by denunciations of vengeance in cafe of a rofufal, and threats of depriving

them of the poor remains of territory, revenue, and dignity, which had been left thtm

by the Engliih Company.

It now became abiblutcly necefliiry for the Company to afil'rt the rights of thofefrom

whom they had borrowed all their confequence. Neither the Subah or the Nabob were in

a condition to oppofe Hyder Ally; deprived of the fmews of war, and even the appearance

of authority, they were equally unable to levy numerous armies, and to furnifh them with

the means of fubfiftence: a body of forces were therefore q>pointcd by the precedency of

Madras to oppofe the hoftile attempts of Hyilcr} and, reinforced by fuch troops as the Su-

bah and Nabob could collet)-, Colonel Wood, in March 1767, began his march to meet

the invader, who had now advanced to\rard9 tile Carnatio ; but was aftoniihtd !to find the

army, with which he was to contend, well difciplined, well paid, and confiAing of thir-

ty thoufand foot and twenty thoufand horfe; a force with which he was wholly unable (0

cope, with a fmall body of Europeans, and an undifciplined and dilTatis^d rabble of In*

dian confederates.

Under thefe circumftances, the Britifli commander was under the neceffitjr of a^ing

cautioufly; and, inftead of riflcing a battle, he was compelled to try the efFeA of barraffing

his enemy, and attempting to difconcert his plans.

But here too he was difappointed by the genius and addrcfs of Hyder Ally; who, in hit

turn, invented a number of fuccefsful ftratagems to diftrefs and circumvent his oppo«

nents. Perfectly acquainted with the country, he contrivod to intercept their convoys^

and cut ofF their foraging parties: he attacked them fuddenly in their camps; and having

excited panic and confufion, he retreated before they could form themfelves into a pof-

ture for oppofing him in force; and if they moved, he was fure to be in their rear, to pick

up their baggage, and carry off any lingering parties.

• Worn out with eternal difappointments, and weakened by continual lofles, the Afiatio

allies of the Englifli betrayed Ji.ftr<>ng inclination to turn their backs on this unprofitable

war, and even the Englifh themfelves began to defpond, when fuccours critically arrived,

of which the Engliih commander determined to take immediate advantage; und having

by fome means contrived to bring Hyder to a geneial action, notwithftanding his having

hitherto (hewn a determined difpofition to avoid it, an obftinaie and hard-fought battle

enfued, in which the confederates remained mafters of the field, though the loiis on both

fide* had been extremely heavy. ' -

• But this vidory was attended with no real advantage; the fpirit of Hyder Ally remain-

ed unfubducd, and he was at rio lofs for refources : though once defeated, he-was. foon as

formidable
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fbrmiffable as hefore^ in4 recourfe was now had to negociatkn} (erms of vrconmodattoti

vfrere offered to him; and he was at length brought to accept them, and ai treaty was e6n-

dutled, in which it was ftipuUted, that iftifh^ faftj Jhtuld hi aUaiktd^ thty flytuU Mu-

tually ajjtji each other ti drive out the enemy.

But though a peace was thus patched up, it did not appear liicely that it woUld be lad-

ing; the motives which firft induced Nyr<(?r to pre^Mfe the expulfioh of the Englilh ftill

fubndcd, and his ambitious views were yet unfatisfted; fo that many judicious perfons

Vl'erc then of opinion, that he meant only to wait a mote fiivourable moment to recom>

mence hoftilities, and the event h. i juftiAed this fupicion.

Within two months after the conclufion of this treaty, Hyder Ally fignified to the prt-

fiilency of Madras his intentions of reclaiming fome places, which had for about two
years been in the hands of a neighbouring Maharatta chief, and defired a battalion of the

Gompany's feapoys, with an officer, might be fent to alHft him in this cnterprizc} but

tliis being declined, as it would amount to a declaration of war againft the Maharattas,

the requcft was repeated, and a war between Hyder and the Maharattas breaking out

foon after, he made frequent applications for afiiftance, which, under various pretences,

was as often renewed, and Hyder, after continuing an unfuccefsful war till the fummer

of 1772, made a peace with the Maharattas, which he was under the neceffity of purchaf*

ing with the cefllon of a very confidcrablc part of his territories.

It may eafily be conceived, thlt a peace thus obtained could not fit eafy on the enter-

prizing fpirit of Hyder Ally ; nor can it be fuppofed he would reft fatisfied with the con-

duct of thofc who, by refufing to lend him affiftance, had contributed to his diftrefs and

difgrace. Within two years after this event he took advantage Of fome inteftine commo-
tions among the Maharattas, and rCpoirefied himfelf of the territory \yhich he had been

compelled to give up; and now it appeared j that defpairing of deriving any advantages

from his alliance <with the EngliHi, he had privately folicited fuccours fk>m the P>ench,

who had furnifhed him-with fuppli^, and permitted Aich adi^ntureCs as thought fit to

e>igage in his fervice; and at the f^e time it was difcovered, that the nabob who had

fome time befort; propofed a cctnfederacy with the Maharattas! agaiiift Hyder, a meafure

which had not met the approbation of the prefidency, had now entered into a private cor-

r^fpondence with him, though no grtat fears were entertained of ill Confequences, from a

(omt(k\tni which the different intereils of the parties rendered unnatural.

From this time-till the year 1777, Hyder Ally contented himfelfwith paying the flriAeft

attention to the augmentation and difcipline of his troops, and incorporating with them

gttat nambws'of FrenfCh, Who from' tinle to time prefertted themfelves, and offered to en-

gage in his fer\-ict. But in the beginning of this year he recommenced the war with the

Maharattas, and continuing to prelbrVft the appearance Of amity with the Englifh, he in

the beginYHrYg of the following year tranfmitted to the prefidency at Madras an account

of a fignal vidory which he had obtained over the Maharatta army.

The war between Bngland and France having now broke out, and Pondicherry being

reduced by the arms of the former power, Hydef, flill iik6t\n% terms of friendfbip, fent

bis congrdtulxtions to the governor of MtfdrM oh this oceskfioA) Uidugb bi^fijiccrity was
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<u that tiiiic inucit doubted, both from hit military preparation!, and his continuing t*

ciiltivatc a good undcrftanding with the French, as well as from his having from time to

time thrown out hints of diHiitisfa^tion at the repeated negleAs of his applications for af-

fiitiince.

Nor were thefe doubts ill founded} for the Company having determined on an expedi-

tion againft Mahe, where 4 fmall body of French troops, who had been landed from

Mauritius, were in garrifon with fomeof Hyder Ally's forces; and intimation being given

tu Hyder of the intention of the Company to attack the French at Mah6, he very une-

quivocally informed the prefidency, that he had fadors of many nations refident in his

country} and that if anyone fliould entertain defigns againft them, hcihould take the

beft methods to give them affiftance; and he accordingly entered into a treaty of peace

with the Maharattas, and colleAed large bodies of horfe on the borders of the Carnatic,

and tranfmitted a declaration to the prefidency, that if they perflfted in their attempt upon

Mahe, he ihould certainly atuck the Carnatic. This meafure was, however, purfued,

and Hyder immediately invefted the Englifli garrifon which poflefled that place after it's

reduAion, and thus commenced the war with Hyder Ally : for though a negociation con-

tinued Come time after this event; yet as the parties had no confidence in the fmcerity of

each other, it produced no good eiFeft, hoftilities commenced on all quarters. Hyder

foon after invaded the Carnatic; the army of the Company was compleatly defeated; and

a war with Hyder ftill rages, in which the Company's forces have bicn in a great mea-

fure compelled to iSt on the defenflve to proted their own poflfcffions, and thofe of their

allies; and, notwithftanding their utmoft eflForts, Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic,

with an immenfe quantity of ftores, hath been captured by Hyder, and great part of that

country hath been laid wafte by him; whilft, at the fame time, the Company are engaged

in a war of doubtful fucceft with the Maharattas, who poflTeiling the interior parts of the

empire, and holding the emperor, now emancipated from the Englilh, in their power,

find full employment for all the force of the government of Bengal.

But before we proceed to fpeak of this extenfive kingdom, great part of which is now
in the hands of the Englifli, it will be neceflary to notice the feveral fettlements and fac-

tories of the Company between Madras and Calcutta.

Mafulipatan firft prefents itfelf; it was taken from the French in 1759, and is of no
great confequence, though it has a confiderable trade in fait, with which commodity the

inland parts of the Decan are furniflied from this place, which hat alfo a manufii^ry in

cottons of no very confiderable extent.

Vizagapatan, ftill nearer to the Gulph of Bengal, is of rather more importance. It is

fituatc in about eighteen degrees north latitude, and is proteded by a fort with regular

baftions, and about twenty pieces of cannon. The neighbouring villages are full of ma-

nufaduters in cotton, and the beft figured or ftriped muflint of India are iaid to be pro-

.

cured at this place.

Both thefe fettlements are in the kingdom of Golconda, which extends along the coaft

about eighty leagues, and is about feventy in breadth from eaft to weft. It has a capital

of the fvne lume, yhich is faid to be indofed with a wall of fione fix miles in circum-

ference,
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ference, and to contain the ancient palace of it's kings, and, in fevcral nugtuficent mofques,

fome of their tombs.

This little kingdom, which has no other port than that of Mafulipatan, was once part

of the extenftve enipire of Bifnagar, which was firft difmembered by the Patan Tartartf

and afterwards dill more reduced by the Mogul emperors of Indoftan, who added great

part of it to that empire) the remainder was feized by the chiefs of the country, and is at

prefent divided into the kingdoms or provinces of Decan, Vifiapour, Arcot or the Car-

natic, and this kingdom of Golconda, which is now governed partly by a nabob of the

Mahometan faith, and is partly in the hands of the Maharattas.

Golconda has various mines of iron and rock-falt; but it is much more remarkable for

it's diamond mines, which have been long worked, and ftill continue to fupply a conil-

Jerable quantity of thefe precious ftoncs.

Thcfe mines are principally feated among the mountains, a chain of which pafTes through

this kingdom, and all of them are fuppofed to be rich in this valuable commodity: like

mines of metal, they are fometimes found to produce thefe ftones near the furface, and at

others they muft be fought in the very bowels of the mountains; in the former cafe the

fearch is attended with no very confidcrable labour; but, in the latter, they are obliged to

feek the vein by foftening the rock with fire; and having found it, they are frequently

compelled to purfue it with extreme difficulty and aftoni&ing expence, fometimes lofmg

it, and again recovering it, through a courfe of even feveral furlongs.

The vein, in which the ftones are found, is generally compofed of an earthy matter,

fometimes of a yellow, and fometimes of a reddiOi colour; which being carefully feparated

from the rock, is brought out of the mine, and undergoes a ftri£l and i'crutinizing exami^

nation to difcover the precious parts of it's contents, the rewards of the miners toils,

which are very frequently fo covered and incrufted by the carh, that ihey might efcape a

lefs minute and attentive fearch.

To this end a ciftern of earthen-ware, or hardened clay, is prepared, which is filled

about half full of the earth fuppofed to be charged with diamonds, and water being pour-

ed on it, is fufFered to remain till the earth is thoroughly foftened, when an addition of

water being made, the whole is well ftirred; and as foon as it has refled long enough for

the weightier parts to fall to the bottom, the earthy water is drawn off by a vent in the

flde of the ciftern; and more wate^ being then thrown on the remaining contents, the

fame procefs is repeated, and continued till a very fmall quantity of iaatter is left in the

ciftern; and this is taken out and fpread abroad in the fun, where thofe who are accuf-

tomed to the bufineft fele£l the diamonds with fuch dexterity, that the fmalleft fpark feU

dom efcapes them.

The mining bufinefs is generally carried on by a fet of adventurers, who agree with the

chief or governor of the diftri£t to yield, for the ufe of him or the fovereign, all ftones

which may be found above a ceruin fize; in confideration of which, and of the rifk and

expence which attends the difcovery and working of the mines, all diamonds of an infe-

rior fize are to be the property of the adventurers. This agreement produces a conftant

exertion of attempts to coaunit frauds, and endeavours to dete£k tbesi) the adventurer has

to

't^i

HI
f,

Piiii'Ri

i ' ' '*

* ' ! I-. 'I

^1 ' !3

^ m m^

Kit'
i i.

m ^ i'iW

lit . ' .': .(- i . . i-i. •; ' i\.

^i'-iiilil

m

4^



38+ S I A.

to guird againft eooecBtmlnii lo hit injury by the labourer* he einploy«, and agalnft the

expoAire of any large ftones which may come to their handn, as he is perpetually engaged

in endeavours to elude the vigilance of the agents of the chief) who are, on their part,

equally attentive to deprive their principal of as large a fliare u poOtble of the produce.

Some writen have fixed the fixe of thofe ftones, which are to become the property of the

fevereign, at fifty grains; but we apprehend it to be much more likely, that be claims alt

fach as exceed half that weight; diamonds of fifty grains being of a value much too conft-

derable to be permitted to remain in private hands by any ftipulated agreement.

Yet, notwithdanding all the precautions of the feveral parties, various deceits are daily

praAifed : in fpite of abfolute nakednefs, except a turban on the head, and a mere cover-

ing of decency about the waift, the labourers contrive to conceal a very confidcrabie fliare

of the property of their employers; and when a Hone of large value comes to their hands,

they very frequently deceive both the chief and the adventurer, and march off with the

prise to fome other territory, where they are fure to find a market and protedtion.

There are fome few other Englifti fa^ories on different parts of this coafl, and particu-

larly at Pcttipoly and Coletore; but thcfe are fo inconfiderable as not to require any par-

ticular dcfcription.

The kingdom of Bengal is fituated at the north-weft extremity of the gulph of the

fame name, and comprehends an extent of near two hundred leagues from eafl to weft,

and one hundred from north to fouth. It is bounded by the kingdon. of Afham and Ar-

racan on the eaft, by feveral provinces of the empire of Indoftan on the weft, by an im-

menfe chain of mountains on the north, and by the Tea on the fouth ; and occupies both

fides of the river Ganges, being the moft level and fruitful country in the whole empire,

and producing in fome places two, and in others three, crops of corn in a year. It's prin-

cipal commodities are filk and cotton ; but feveral forts of fpices and drugs, opium, fait-

petre, gum-lack, and perfumes, are among the number of it's produdlions; as well as

thofe canes which afford fugar, and others which are ufed as walicing-flicks and admired

for their beauty and elegance of growth. An herb is alfo found in this kingdom of pecu-

liar appearance and quality, which throws out leaves from a ftraight flem about the fize

of a man's finger; and, rifing to a confiderable height, is crowned with a large bud or tuft

:

the fibres of this plant are firft twifted and then wove into a kind of cloth, which being

painted with flowers and figures, makes a beautiful and durable kind of tapeftiy.

The Ganges^ and Other navigable rivers, contribute as well to the ptofperity of the inha*

bitants, as to the fertility of the foil : the numerous canals which intrrfeiSk this vaft level,

ferve as eafy-ar iconvetnent roads for internal communication; and the overflowing of the

Ganges, an'' of courfe of allthe ftreams and canals which either empty thetnfirlves into

it or are di^ ived fi*om'tt, is an annual fource of manure, without th« trouble ofibringing,

or the labour of fpreading.

In our biftory of-the emperors Of Ihilolbiv, wcImnc noticed 4he conqaefi'Of-tho kingdom

of Bens;al, and it's being aimexed to that empire; we have alfo^ in tracingg tiKrdeden>>

iron of the imperial power, ihewn theprogrefRve fteps by which the governors and viceroys

of this and other provinces) imdvr tbc vaiioM dcoomiaatioas of Subahs^ Nabobs, and
'

'

Nezims,
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Nc7-im«, had affumed tothemfclvcs the fovercigntics of the fcvfrn! diflrids they were ap-

pointed to govern; and though thry ftill air^^tcd to owe fonic obedience to the imperial

crown, and contributed in a certain drgrcc to it's fupport, had yet appropiiated to tlnm-

fclves the whole revenues, and ruled with the authority ol' tbfolutc and independent

monarchs.

From one of thefe nabobs, even before they had aflumcd the powers they have fincc

polVeired, the Englifll, at the clofc of the ]A\ cmtury, found means to purchafc the ze-

mindary rights; that is to fay, the property to the diflritSls which furrounded the fettle-

mcnt they had, by permifnon of the then emperor, made at Huglcy, upon a branch of

the Ganges; and as thefc lands contained the villages of Calcutta and Govcnporc, thefe

places came into the hands of the Company, and were their firft tcrrirorial poill/nons in that

country, where they now enjoy the extent of empires without even the affectation of yielding

to the fovcreigns their rights of royalties, which were excepted out of their early acquifitions.

From this time the Company have been continually extending their territories, by pur-

chafe, conqueft, and thofe kind of gifts which the donors arc unable to refufc; and as

they foon became engaged in alliances and wars, both with the emperor and the petty

princes of Indoftan, it will be necefiary, for the better explaining the adual ftatc of the

Britifh interefts in the Eaft Indies, to give fome little account of the tranfaflions in this

part of the empire, from the time the influence of th^ Company became confiderablc.

In- the year 1707, Calcutta was erefted into a prcfidency, independent of that at Madras;

and, in 1717, they obtained from the then emperor, or his viceroy, a fmall extenfion of

territory, and certain privileges of exemption from duties throughout the empire, on the

annual payment of a certain ftipulated fund, amounting to about one thoufand two hun-

dred pounds.

At this time Jaffier Khan, who was nabob of Bengal, had prevailed on the emperor to

annex to that government thofe of Orifla and Bahar, which had hitherto conftituted fe-

parate governments; and he removed his refidence from Dacca, in the neighbourhood of

Calcutta, to Morfhed-abad, at a greater diftance, which ftill remains the principal feat of

fo much of this government as remains unpoflcfleo by the Englifti Company.

On the death of this prince in 1725, he was fucceeded by his fon-in-law Sujah Dow-
lah; and this nabob dying in 1739, SeiFrah, or SefFrez Khan, his fon, afTumed the powers

ef government, which now began to be confidered as hereditary; but Anavcrdi Khan, an

inferior chief, and governor of one of the provinces under the nabob, having afpired to

that office, excited a rebellion; and having vanquifhed the troops of SefFrah in a battle

m which that nabob loft his life, Anaverdi feized his authority in 1742, and maintain-

ed it againft all attempts to difpoftefs him till April 1756, when it ended with his life;

but he was fucceeded by his next heir, Surajah al Dowlah, the grandfon of his brother.

Hitherto the interference of the Englifll had rather been private than open ; the fer-

vantsof the Company had, from time to time, furniflied the contending princes with ftores

and ammunition; and had, at critical conjun6tures, made advantageouj agreements for

increafeof territory, and remiflioAof cuftomary payments; individuals alfo had been per-
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mitted to enter into the fcrvice of the nabobs, and had enriched ihemrelves by gratifica-

tions and the chances of war.

But the time now approached when they were to aft more decifively, and engage !n an

open rupture with one of thofe princes; the confcquencc of which has been repeated «/ars

vrith various princes on different fides of the empire, a vaft acquifition of dominior, and

» total change of the oircumfiances, condition, and fituation, of the Englifli F'ut India

Company.
Surajah al Dowlah had no fooner aflumed the reinit of government, than he determined

tocruflt) the growing power of the EngliOi} and pretending to have received various in-

fults from the governor and council of Calcutta, and in particular by the imprifonment

of Umichund, a Gertoo merchant of great eminence, and one of his fubjefts, he levied

an army, and in the latter end of May 1756, invefted the Engliih fettlement of Caffim-

buzar, which is fttuate fomewhat higher up the river; and finding a greater probability of

oppofuion than ne expefted, he got the chief of that h&ory into his hands by ftratagem,

and then compelled him to fign an order for the in;mediate furrender of the place, as a

ranfom for his life; and, on the 4th of June, after fome deliberation, the fervants of the

Company who remained in the faftory confented to refcue their chief from the impend*

ing danger, by giving up to the infidious invader the goods, ftores, ammunition, and ef»

fcfts of the Company, to a very confiderable amount.

Havii^ effefted his purpofe here, the nabob proceeded to Calcutta, or Fort William,

with an army of feventy thoufand horfe and foot, declaring his intention to expel the

Engliflifrom the province. On the 15th he invefted the place, and attacked one of the re-

doubts at the approach to the town, but he wa» repulfed with confiderable lofs; nor was

his fecond attempt, on the following day, attended with better fuccefs : notwithflanding

which, the attack was renewed the i8th, and the forces of the Company were then com-

pelled to abandon the out>worksy and retire into the fort, which being wholly unprovidct

with ammunition for. a long refiftance, the governor, and fome others, efcaped to the

Ifaips in the river, leaving thofe in the fort to fhift for themfelves; who having held out

till the 20th, under Mr. Holwell, the fecond in command, were then obliged, by the trea-

chery of the Dutch guard at a back gate, to furrender at difcretion, whilfl they were en-

deavouring, by a parley from the walls, to obtain terms of capitulation.

The fccnc which followed this furrender is fo emphatically and minutely defcribed by

the pen of Mr. Holwell, one of the few unfortunate fufTerers who furvived, in a letter to

a friend, that it woold be injuflice to ohm readers to ofier ?.n account of it in any other

words than thofe of that gentleman.

* The Subah, or viceroy, of Bengal, and his troops,' fays Mr. Holwell, * were in pof-

* fcffion of the fort before fix in the ewning. At a third interview with him before feven,.

* he repeated his affurances to me, on the word of a foldicr, that no harm fhould come to

* US} and, indeed, I believr his orders were only general,, that ws fhould for that night be

« fecured, and that what foilowt^ was the refult of revenge and reientmcnt in the breafls of

5 the lower jemmutdaws, or ferjt.'uM^ (,%p whofe cuftody we were delivered) for the num-
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( ber of their order killed during the fiege. Be this as It may, as Toon as it was dark, wc
* were all, without diftindtion, directed, by the guard fet over us, to coiled ouri^lves into

« one body, and fit down quietly under the arched veranda, or piazza, to the weft of the

* Black Hole Prifon, and the barracks to the left of the Court of Guard. Juft as it was

« dark, about four or five hundred men, who were drawn up upon the parade, advanced,

* and ordered us all to rife, and go into the barracks. We were no fooner all within them,

* than the guard advanced to the inner-arches and parapet-wall; and» with their mufquets

* prcfented, ordered us to go into the room at the fouthernmoft end of the barra.'^, com*

*monly called the Black Hole Prifon. Fewamongftus, the foldiers excepted, had the

* leaft idea of the dimenfions or nature of a place we had never feen; for if we had, wc
* fhould at all events have ruflicd upon the guard, and been, as the leiler evil, by our own
* choice, cut to pieces.

* Amongft the firft that entered, were myfcif, MeiTrs. Baillie, Jenks, Coojce, J. Colcs»

'* Enfigns Scott, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c. I got pofleffion of the window neareft the

*door, and Meflrs. Coles and Scott into the window with me, they being both wounded^
* the firft I believe mortally : the reft of the above mentioned gentlemen were clofc round

* about me. It was now about eight o'clock. Figure to yourfelf, my friend, if poffible^

* the fituation of a hundred and forty-fix wretches, exhauftcd by continual fatigue and ac-

* tion, crammed together in a cube of eighteen feet, in a clofe fultry night, i>. Bengal, (hut

* up to the eaftward and fouthward (the only quarters from whence air could reach' us) by
'' dead-walls, and by > wall and door to the nOrth^ open only to the w^ftward by two win-
* dows fttxmgly barred with iron, front which n^ cOuid receive fcarce Arty the leaft circu-

* lation of frelh air.

* Wh^t muft^enfue appeared to mH in livtfly and dreadftil colour*!; the inftant 1 caft my
* eyes around, I faw th^ ftte and fituMion of the rocm. Many unfuccefsful attempts W6rc
* made to force the door; for having nothing but our hands to vtork wHh, and the dooi^

< opening inward; all endeavours we're vain and fruittefs.

* Amoftgft the guards pofted at the windows, I obfbrved an old' jemmautdaar near me,.

* who feemrid to carry fome compaflton for us in hrs countenance: I called hinfi to me, and
* preiled him to endeavour to get uS feparated, half in one place, and half in another, and
* that he fhould in the morning r'^'-eive a thbuftfnd rupees for this && of teriderhefs. He
* withdrew; but in a few minutes returhedj and told me, it was impolFble. I thtii

* thought I had been deficient in my offer, and promifed him two thoufand ; he withdrew a

* fccond time, but ret'trned foon, and (with, 1 believe, much real pity and concern) told

* me, that it could not be dene but by the Subah's order, and that no one datt awake himi

* Wc had been but few minutes confined, before every one fell into a perfpiration^ fo prO-

* fufe, you can form no idea of it. This brought on a raging ihirft, which infcreafed ii>

* proportion as the body was drained of it's moifture.

' Various expedients were thoughtof to give niOre room and ah-; To obtain the former^

* it was moved to put oiF their cloaths : this' wat^ appfvtd as a hipp^ motion, and, in a fcW
* minutes, I believe every man was ftripped j mtyftlf, Mr. Court, aftd the two young gcn-

* tlcmen by me, exxepted, For a iittic tinrt they flatttrtrf tbimfclv* v*tth having gained a

* mighty
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* miu'nty advantage; every hut was put in motion to produce a circulation of air, and Mr,
' Hailiie propoi'cd that every man fliould fit down on his hams. This expedient was fcveial

* limes put in practice, and, at each time, many of tiie poo; creatures, whofe natural

* llrtnuth vvas.Icfii than that of others, or who had been more ^'xhauftedi andx-ould not im-

' mediately recover their legs as others did, when the word was given to rife, fell tQ rife no

' more; for they were inflantly trod to death, or fufff^ated. When the whple liody fat

* down, they were fo clofely wedged together, that tliey were obliged to ufe many cfi'orts

' before they could put themfclves in motion to get up again.

' Before nine o'clock every man's thirft grew intclerable, and refpiration difficult. Ef-

* forts were made again to force the door, but in vain. Many infults were ufcd to the

' guard, to provoke them to fire in upor us. For my own part, I hitherto felt little pain or

* uneafinefs, but what lefulttd from my anxiety for the fufferings of thofe within. By
' keeping my face between two of the bars, I obtained air enough to give my lungs eafy

* play, though my perfpiration was exceffive, and thirft commencing. At this period, fo

* fl^rong a urinous volatile effluvia came from the prifon, that I \ 'as net able to turn my
* head that way for more than a few feconds at a time.

' Now every body, excepting thofe fituated in and near the windows, began to grow out-

' rageous, and many delirious. " JVoter! water!" became the general cry ; and theold jeni-

* mautdaar, before mentioned, taking pity on us, ordered ihe people to bring fome fkins oc

* water. This was what I dreaded ; I forefaw it would prove ihe ruin of the finall chance

* left us, and effayed many times to fpeak to him privately to forbid it's being broaght;

* but the clamour was fo loud, it became impoflible. The water appeared. Words can-

* not paint to you the univerfal agitation and rav'ng the fight of it threw us into. I flat-

* tered myfelf, that fome, by prefervingan equal tenrper of mindj might outlive the night;

* but now the refledlion which gave me the-greateft pain, was, that I fawno pofllbility of

* one efcaping to tell the difmal tale.

* Until the water came, I had myfelf not fufFered much from thirft, which inftantly grew

* exc€;irive. We had no means of conveying it into the prifon, but by hats forced through

* the bars; and :hus myfelf, and Mefirs. Coles and Scott, (notwithftanding the pains they

* fufFered from their wounds) fupplied them as faft as poflible : but thofe who have expe-

* rienced intenfe thirft, or are acquainted with the caufe and aature of this appetite, will

* be funiciently fenfible it could receive no more than a momentary alleviation; the caufe

' ftill fubfifted. Though we brouglit full hats within the bars, there enfued fuch violent

* ftruggles, and frequent contefts to get at it, that before it reach'.d the lips of any one,

* there would be fcarcely a final' tea-cup full left in it. Thefe fuppli.s, like fprinkling

* water on fire, only ferved to feed and raife the flame.

. * Oh! my dc .r Sir, how i^ali I give you a conception of what I felt at the cries and

* ravings of thofe in the remoter parts of the p'»fon, who could not entertain a probable

* hope of obtaining a drop, yet could not diveft themielves of expeftation, however unavaiU

* ing ! ""d calling on me by the tender confiderations of friendfhip and aftedtion, and who
* knew they were really dear to me ! Think, if poflible, what my heart muft have fufFered

* at feeing and hearing their diftrefs, without having it in my power to relieve thsmj for

« the
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< ttv' ztmfvfion nvrr became general and horrid. Several foitted the other window (the
* 01. ;y chance they >• d for life) to force their way to the water, and the throng and pref^

» upon the -window was beyond bearing; many forcing their paflage from the farther part of
< the room, prefled down thofe in their wiky who had lefs ftrength, and trampled them tq
* death.

* From about nine to near eleven, I fuilained thiis cxud fcene and jpainful fttuationf

* ftill fu|>plying them with water, though my legs were ^Imoft broke with the weight
< againft them. By this time, I myfelf was nk.:r prefled to death; and my two compa->

* nions, with Mr. William Parker, (who had forced hlmfelf into the window) werq
* really fo.

* For a great while they prefervcd a refpe£t and regard to me, jnore than indeed I coulj
* well cxpefl, our circumftances confidered ; but now all diftindtion w^as lofl. Mv frien4

« Baillic, Meffrs. Jenks, Revely, Law, Buchanan, Simpfon, and feveral others, for

* whom I had a real efteem and affedion, had for fome time been dead at my feet; and
* were now trampled upon by every corporal or common foldier, who, by the help of morif
* robuft conflitutions, had forced their way to the window^, and held faft by the bars ovei^

* me, till at laft I became fo prelTed and wedged up, I was deprived of all motion.

* Determined now to give every thing up, I called to them, and begged, as th» laft int
* ftance of their regard, they would remove the prcfl'ure upon me, and permit me to retire

' out of the window to die in quiet. They gave way, and with much difficulty I forced a
* paflage into the centre of the prifon, where the throng was lefs by the many dead, (theij

* I believe amounting to one third) and the numbers who flocked to the windows; for by
* this time they had water alfo at the other window.

' In the Black Hole there is a platform raifed between three and four feet from the
* floor, open underneath, and extending the whole length of the caiVfide of the prifon^

' it was above fix feet wide, and correfponding with that in the barrack : I travelled ove^^

* the dead, and repaired to the farther end of itj juft oppofite to the other window. Here,
•^ my poor friend, Mr. Edward Eyre, came ftaggering over the dead to mc, and, with his

' ufual coolnefs and good-nature, afked me how I did; but fell and expired before I had
* time to make him a reply. I laid myfelf dovirn on fome of the dead behind me on the

* platform; and, recommending myfelf to Heaven, had the comfort of thiuKing my fuf*

* ferings could have no long duration.

* My thirft grew now infupporiable, and the difficulty of breathing much incrcafecf;

* Slid I had not remained in this fituation, I believe, ten minutes, when I was (eized with

r'lin in my breaft and palpitation of heart, both to the moft cxquiiite degree. TheCe
^ f\-xcd, and obliged me to get up again; butftill the pain, palpitation, thirft, and difficulty

' <-!l ^thing, incrcafcd. I retained my fenfes notwithftanding, and had the grief to fee

ot fonear me as I hoped; but could no longer bear the pain I fuftercd, withoute ;n

* aitci^ ,..ting a nlicf, which I knew frefh air would, and could only give me. I inftantly

* determined to puih for the windov/ oppofite to me; and, by an effort of double the

* itiength I had ever before pofleiTed, gained the third rank at it; with ooe band feized a
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* bar, and by that means gained the fecond, though I think there were at leaft fix or
* feven ranks between me and the window.

* In a few moments the pain, palpitation, and difficulty of breathing, ceafed ( but my
* thirft continued intolerable. I called aloud for water, •* /or Gad's Jaie." I had been

* concluded dead; but as foon as they found me amongft them, they ftill had the refpedt

* and tendernefs for me, to cry out, *• Give him water! give him water/" nor would one
* of them at the window attempt to touch it till I had drank : but from the water I had no

* relief; my thirft was rather increafed by it; fo I determined to drink no more, but pa«

* tiently wait the event, and kept my mouth moift, from time to time, by fucking the

* perfpiration out of my Ihirt-fleeves, and catching the drops as they fell, like heavy rain,

* from my head and face : you can hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any of them
* efcaped my mouth.

* I came into the prifon without coat or waiftcoat; the feafon was too hot to bear the for-

* mer; and the latter tempted the avarice of one of the guards, who robbed me of it when we
* were under the veranda. Whilft I was at this fecond window, I was obferved by one of my
* miferable companions on the right of me, in the expedient of allaying my thirft by fuck>

* ing my (hirt-fleeve. He took \.z hint, and robbed me, from time to time, of a confider-

* able part of my ftore; though . f tedled him, I had even the addrefs to begin on that

* fleeve firft,when I thought my refc s were fufficiently repleniflied; and our mouths and

* nofes often met in the conteft. This plunderer, I found afterwards, was a worthy young

* gentleman in the fervice, Mr. Lufhington, one of the few who efca^d from death; and

* fmce paid me the compliment of afluring me, he believed he owed his life to the many
* comfortable draughts he had had from my fleeves. Before I hit upon this happy expc-

* dient, I had, in an ungovernable fit of thirft, attempted drinking my urine; but it was

* fo intenfely bitter, there was no enduring a fecond tafte; whereas no Briftol water could

* be more foft or pleafant than what arofe from perfpiration.

* By half an hour paft eleven, the mucH greater number of thofe living were in an out-

* rageous delirium, and the others quite ungovernable; few retaining any calmnefs but

* the ranks next the windows. They all now found that water, inftead ©f relieving, ra-

* ther heightened their uneaflnefles, and " Jirf air!" was the general cry. Every infult

* that could be devifed againft the guard, all the opprobrious names and abufe that the Su-

* bah, Monickchund, lie, could be loaded with, were repeated, to provoke the guard to

* fire upon US; every man that could, ruftiing tumultuoufly towards the windows, witli

* eager hopes of meeting the firft (hot ; then a general prayer to Heaven, to haften the ap-

* proach of the flames to the right and left of us, and put a period to our mifery : but

* thefe failing, they whofe ftrength and fpirits were quite exhaufted, laid themfelvesdown

* and expired quietly upon their fellows; others, who had yet fome ftrength and vigour

* left, made a laft effort for the windows; and feveral fucceeded by leaping and fcrambling

* over the backs and heads of thofe in the firft ranks, and got hold of the bars, from

* which there was no removing them. Many to the right and left funk with the violent

« prefTure, and wer« foon fuffocated; for now a ftcam arofe from the living and tjie dead,

which
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* which siFeAed US» in all it's circuinftailces« as if we were forcibly held by cur heads orcr

* a bowl of ftrong volatile fpirit of haitfhom, until fufFocated; nor could the effluvia of the

* one be diftinguiflied from the other; and frequently, when I was forced, by the load upon
( my head and ihoulders, to hold my head down, I was obliged, near as i was to the win-
* dow, inftantly to raife it again, to efcapc fufFocation.

* I need not, my dear friend, afk your commiferation, when I tell you, that in this'

< plight, from half an hour after eleven till near two in th& mornrng, I fuftained the

* weig... of a heavy man, with his knees on my back, and the prciTure of his whole body
* on my head} a Dutch ferjeant, who had taken his feat upon my left-lhoulder ; and a To-
* paz, or black Chriftian foldier, bearing on my right} all which nothing could have en-

* abled me long to fupport, but the props and prefliire equally fuftaining me all around. The
* two latter I frequently diflodged, by Ihifting my hold on the bars, and driving my
* knuckles into their ribs; but my friend above ftuck fad, and, as he held by two bars,

* was immoveable. The repeated trials and efforts I made to diilodge this infufferable in-

* cumbrance upon me, at laft quite exhaufted me} and towards two o'clock, finding I

* muft quit the window, or fmk where I was, I refolved on the former, having borne,

* truly for the fake of others, infinitely more for life than the heft of it is worth.

* In the rank clofe behind me was an officer of one of the fhips, whofe name was Carey,

^ and who behaved with much bravery during the fiege : (his wife, a fine woman, though

* country-born, would not quit him, but accompanied him into the prifon, and was one

* who furvived.) This poor wretch had been long raving for water and air : I told him
* I was determined to give up life, and recommended his gaining my flation. On my
* quitting, he made an attempt to get my place, but was fupplanted.

* Poor Carey exprelTed his thankfulnefs, and faid he would give up life too; but it was

* with the utmofl labour we forced our way from the window (fcveral in the inner ranks

* appearing to me to be dead (landing.} He laid himfelf down to die; and his death, I

' believe, was very fudden; for he was a fhort, full, fanguine man ; his flrength was great;

* and, I imagine, had he not retired with me, I fhould never have been able to have forced

* my way.
* I was at this time fenfible of no pain, and little uneafincfs. I found a (lupor coming

*,on apace, and laid myfelf down by that gallant old man, the Rev. Mr. Jcrvas Bellamy,

* who lay dead, with his fon the lieutenant, hand in hand, near the fouthernmoft wall ot

* the prifon.

' When I had lain there fome little time, I ilill had rc/le>?lion enough to fufFer fome un-

* eafmefs in the thought, that I Ihouhl be trampled upon when dead, as I myfelf had done

* toothers. With fome difficulty I raifcd myfelf, and gained the platform a fecond time,

* where I prefcntly loft all fenfation. The laft trace of fcnfihility that T have been able to

* recollefl after my lying down, was my fafh being uneafy about my waift, which I un .»ed

* and threw from me. Of what paffed in this interval, to the time of my refurredion rom
' this hole of horrors, I can give you no account.

'

* When the day broke, and the gentlemen found that no entreaties could prevail to get

* the door opened* it occurred to one of them (I think, to Mr. Secretary Cooke) to

* make
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< make a fearch for mc. In liopes I might have inflaente ertdugh 16 gain a releaft fronf

* this fcene of mifcry. Accordingly Mefl'rs, Lufhington andWalcot undertook the fcarcfa^

* and by my fhirt difcovered nie under the dead upon the platfotm. They took me from

* thence; and imagining I had fonie figns of life, brought me towards the window I hai
' firft pofleflion of. ^.J yhnslhii ,- „ '

* But as life was equally dear to every man, (and the flench arifing from the detdbo-

* dies was grown fo intolerable) no one would give up his ftattoh in or near the window;

* fo they were obliged to carry me back again. ^But foor» after CapittiJn Mills, (now cap-

* tain of the Company's yacht) who was in pofieffion of a feat in the window, bad the

' humanity to offer to refign it. 1 was again brought by the fame gentlemen, and placed

* in the window.

•At this jundure the Subah, who had received an account of the havock death had

* maile aiTwngft us, fent one of his jemmautdaars to enquire if the chief furvived. 'I'hcy

* fliewcd me to him, told him I had appearance of life remaining, and believed I might re-

* «ovcr if the door was opened very foon. This anfwcr being returned to the Subah, an
* order came immediately for our relcafc, it being then near fix in the morning.

* As the door opened inwards, and as the dead were piled up againll it, and covered all

* the reft of the floor, it was impoiSble 'to open it by any efforts from without; it was

* therefore neceffary that the dead fhodd be removed by the few that were within, who
* were b(;com'e fo feeble^ that the tafk, though it was the condition of life, was not per-

* formed without the utmoft difficulty;, and it was twenty minutes after the order came

* before the door could be opened.

' About a quarter after fix in the morning, the poor remains of one hundred and forty-

* fix fouls, being no more than three and twenty, came out of the Black Hole alive, hut

* in a condition which made it very doubtful whether they would fee the morning of the

* next day: among the living was Mrs, Carey, but poor Leech was amohg the dead.^

* The bodies were dragged out of the hole by the foldiers, and thrown promifcuoufly intb

* the ditch of an unfinifhed ravelin, which was afterwards filled with earth.'

Mr. Holwell, the principal perfon among the furvivors, together with three others, were

ordered into the cuftody of an officer; and the reft were immediately fet at liberty, ex-

cept poor Mrs. Carey, whofe youth and beauty occafioHcd her to be detained for thecoii-

qucror, or fome ofKcer of ftate.

Mr. Holwell, v;hen he came outof theprifon,was in a high fever, and not able toftand;

he was, however, fent for to be examined by the viceroy, and was in thi^ condition carried

to his prefence. It was fome time before he could fpeak; but as foon as he was able, he

began to relate the fufFerings and death of his unhappy compnions. The viceroy, with-

out taking any notice of this tale of diftrefs, flopped him feort, by telling him, he had

been informed there was treafu're to a very confiderable vsllue fecreted ill the forf, and that,

if he did ivot difcover it, he muft expedt no mercy. Mr. tiolwell replied, that he knew of

no fuch treafure; and then began to remind him of bis aflurance the day before, that no

hurt ihould come either to himfelf or his friends. To this remonftrance he paid no more

Kgard than he bad done to the complaint} but proceeded in his enc{uiry concerning the

treaDiie)
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<t<nfure, and when he found no intelligence could be got, he ordered the general of his

houOiold troops, whofe name was Mhir Muddon, to take charge of Mr. Holwell as his

prifoner.

Among the guard that marched before Mr. Holwell, when he went out from the prefence

of the viceroy; there was a man who carried a large Moratta battle-axe on his fhoulder^

whiich occafioned a report^ firft that his head was to be ftruck off, and afterwards that the

fentence was executed.

It happened unfortunately that Mr. Holwell, in the hurry and confuiton of the ^Tege^

after the fort had been deferted by Drake, forgot to fet Omychund, the black merchant

Whonr Drake had injurioufly imprifoned, at liberty. This neglect Omychund refented aa

an »St of wilful injuftice; and Mr. Holwell fuppofed, that if it had not been for Omy-
cbund's infinuations, he fhould have been difcharged with the reft, notwithftanding the

ofi^nce he had given to the viceroy by deftsnding the fort, and the notion that prevailed of

his being privy to the concealment of money; and in this opinion hb was eoitfirmed by
the confinement of the three gentlemen who were detained with him, who were all of thent

perfons againft whom Omychund was known to have conceived a particular refbntment.

Mr. Holwell, and his aflbciaies in captivity, were conveyed in a hackery to the camp,.

where they were leaded with fetters^ and lodged in the tent of a Meorifli foldier, which

being no more than four feet by three feet, they were obliged to lie. Tick as they wer?,.

half in and half out the whole night, which happened to be very rainy; ytt the next day

their fever happily came to a crills, and boils broke out on every part of their bodies,,

which, though they were extremely painful, were the certain prefages of their recovery.

The next day they were removed to the coaft; and, by order of general Mhir Muddon,

were foon after fent by fea to Morlhed-abad, the metropolis of Bengal,, towait the vice-

roy's return, and be dtfpofed of as he fliould farther determine.

At Morfhed-abad they arrived after a voyage of thirteen days, in a large boat, in whrcht

they had no better provifton than rice and water, and no fofter bed than fome bamboos

laid on the bottom-timbers of the veflel; they were beitdes expofed alternately to exccffive

heat and violent rains,, without any covering but a bit of old mat, and fome fcraps of

fiicking. The boils that covered tkem were become running fores, and the irons on tberr

legs had confumed the flelh almoft to the bone.

When they arrived at Morfhed-abad, Mr. Holwell fent a letter tb the chief of the"

French faftory, with an account of their diftrefs^ who, with great politenefs and human hy,.

fent them not only cloaths, linen, provifion, and liquors,^in great plenty, but money.

About four o'clock, on the 7th of July, they landed,, and after marchrng a confiderable'

way, as a fpeAaclt to the muJtitwde that thronged round them, they were depofited uftder-

an open filed not far from the palace.

lit this place they received every podn>]e relief, not only from the peat khidaeft of the

French and Dutch chiefs, but from the Arabian merchants. '
; ' ' ' ' "" " '•

On the x8th of July, the viceroy arrived, and the prrfoners tiien Iramed'thtftlte hatf en-

quired for them in order to fet them at liberty before he left Calcutta, and was dffended

aiA Mtat Muddon f6r bftv* trg to haftily removed them to M^kadmrti^ Bk d^idnot, how-

5 G ever.
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ever, order their immediate dlfcharge when he arrived, which H it natural to fuppoTe hc

would have done, if they had been detained in cuftody contrary to his inclination.

On the 25th they were condufled to the palace, to have an audience, and td know their

fate: but they could have no audience that day; which, a it happened, was a favourable

circumftance, for at night the viceroy's grandmother folicited their liberty, at a fealt to

which fhe was invited on his fafe return, and the viceroy premifed that he would releafe

ihem on the morrow.

On the morrow, about five in the morning, they were waked, and told that the vice<

roy would in a few minutes pafs by to his palace cf Mooterjeel } upon this intelligence

they got up, and when the viceroy came in fight, they paid him the ufual homage, and

uttered their benedidlion aloud. He looked at them with ftrong marks of compailloo in

his countenance, and ordering his litter to ftop, be called them to him, and having heard

a (hort extemporary petition which was fpoken by Mr. Holwell* he made no reply, but or-

dered two of his officers to fee their irons inftantly ftruck off, and conduct them fafely

wherever they chofe to go, giving them a &ti& charge to fee that they fuffered no injury

or infult by the way.

Mr. Holwell and his friends being thus difmilled, immediately took boat} and foon af-

ter arrived fafe at the Dutch fettlement at Corcemadad, where he afterwards embarked for

England.

But thefe outrages were fpeedily revenged : on the 29th of December following, vice-

admiral Watfon having arrived in the river with the fquadron under his command, and

afforded relief to the feveral fugitives from Calcutta, who had remained from the capture

of that place by the Subah, on board fuch fliips as had efcaped falling into the hands of

that conqueror, landed a body of the Company's troops commanded by Colonel Clirc,

who proceeded immediately to the attack of one of the firft forts on the river; and a can-

nonade commenced the ne.it morning, when fome of the king's troops, and a party of one

hundred feamen under the command of Captain King, being put on Aiore to fupport Co-

lonel Clive, and the fquadron advancing at the fame time, and joining in the attack, this

fort was foon evacuated, and a fecond fort being quickly reduced, the fquadron and troops

proceeded to Calcutta; which, after fome refillance, furrendered to the Englifli com-

manders, who immediately projedled and executed an expedition to Hugly, where they

captured and deftroyed ammunition and merchandize to a very confiderable amount.

Thefe advantages were purfued; and the Englifh Company not only recovered all they

had loft, but the Nabob Surajah al Dowlah being driven to his capital, thought it pru-

dent to conclude a treaty with the Company on terms very advantageous to their interefts,

confirming to them all their former pofleifions and privileges, and granting new and highly

profitable immunities.

The news of a war between England and France arriving about this time at Calcutta,

a neutrality was at firft propofed, and in Toms meafure agreed to, by the fe,rvants of the re«

ipe£iive Companies; but during this negociation it was difcovered that a private corre-

fpondence fubfifted between-th? French and the Nabob, and in confequence of this difco-

very, all ideas pf fufpending hoftilities were laid afide, a&d a refolution wa> immediately

, , formed
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formed of attacking all the rettletnents of the French Company in the empire of Indoftan;

and the Britifli commanders availing themfelves of the timidity of the Nabob, who fcarce

dared to give open afliftance to the French, they feized the opportunity to invcft Chande-

nagore, the moft confiderablc fettlemcnt which that nation had made in (he kingdom of

Bengal, which furrendered after a fliort canno^.p.de, and both the fortifications and the

town were compleatly deftroyed by the captors.

But undoubted intelligence being foon after received, that Surajah Dowlah, in concert

with the French, intended to extirpate the Englifh as foon as their forces fhould return to

the coaft of Coromandel ; the officers of the Company thought themfelves warranted to

attempt the depoiltion of that prince : and they accordingly entered into a private treaty

with Mcer Jaifier, a chief minifter of the nabob, who agreed to betray his mafter; and in

confidcration of being invefted with his authority, covenanted to pay large fums of money

to the Englifli by way of indemnity for paft lofles, and to grant them an extenfion of ter->

ritory, and an increafe of privileges.

,

In confequence of thefe previous fteps. Colonel Clive, at the head of the Company's

troops, advanced within thirty miles of Morflied-abad, the capital of Bengal; and Meet
Jaffier having contrived to fow difcontent and difaffedlion in the camp of Surajah Dowlah,

he was deferted by one part of his army, and the remainder making a faint reftftance, a

yiStory was obtained by the Engliih forces with little lofs on their part; and Meer Jaffier

was, in purfuance of the previous agreement, immediately proclaimed Subahdar of Ben-

gal : and thus the Englifh Company of traders took upon them to difpofe of the fove-

reignty of a country in which they had neither right or intereft, and to cxercife the ac-

tual authority of the reigning emperor of Indoftan.

Upon this occafion. Lord Clive, who commanded the Englifli forces, and had been

principally inftrumental in the elevation of the new nabob; received the reward of thefe

fervices in being invefted with the title of an Omrah, or chief, and the more fubftantial

gratification of a jaghire, or territory, the revenues of which amounted to thirty tboufand ,

pounds a year, and a prefent, in hard money, of about three hundred thoufand poundt

ftcrling.

The unfortuate Surpjah al Dowlah, after the defeat of his army, attempted to make his

cfcape in difguife, but he was difcovered in his flight, and being brought to the court of

the new nabob at Morflied-abad, he was privately difpatched.

But this revolution was not produ&ive of lading peace, or any continued refpite to this

unhappy country; the bufinefs of unmaking and making nabobs was too lucrative to be

abandoned : Meer Jaffier was foon fufpeAed of having invited the Dutch to make an at-

tempt on Calcutta in the year 1759, with a formidable body of troops and feven fhips,

difpatched for that pitrpofe from Batavia; and though this attempt proved abortive, t|M

gallantry of the Englifli having occafion^d their repulfe with lofs, and compelled them to

fubmit to an accommodation on very difgraceful terms, and *o reimbark their troops and
depart ; and notwithftanding the troops of the nabob adually affitted in repelling the at-

tack, yet the fufpiclon of having intrigued with the Dutch was a fufficient pretence for

the r^iii of Meer Jaffier; and his friend, Lord Clive, had no fooner turned his back oi|

Bengal,
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Bengal, than thoPe who Aicceeded in the management of the Company's affairs planned

the dcpofltion of this prince, which was effeAed in the year 1760^ and MeerCoffim Ali

Khan, who had married a daughter of Meer Jaffier, was invcfted with the fubahfliip of

which his father-in-law had been ftripped. On this occafion the Company obtained an ex-

tenfton of territory, and aa acceffion of revenue, and individuals were enriched with vo-

luntary gratifications and extorted prefents.

But in the inveftiture of the laft nabob of Bengal, the faith of the Englifli Company
had been pledged for the protection of certain fubordinate chiefs} who, jealous of the ad-

vancement of Mcer Jaflier, and entertaining diftrufts of his condufl towards them when
he fliould be poffefled of power, had demanded this fecurity from the allies, or rather the

inaAers of this new potentate, before they would fubmit to his government.

And no feoner was Meer Coffim dtaUitlled in the fubahfhip, than, as a ftep towards in^

dependence, he meditated the deftruAion of fome of the fubordinate princes, for whole

fafety the Englifh had engaged} and, in particular, -of Ramnarain, Naib of Patna, whd
perceiving the vengeance of the nabob ready to fall en him, applied himfelf to the gover-

nor and council at Calcutta, and demanded that proteAion which they were bound by fo-

lemn coVeniint to afford him : but with equal cruelty »nd imprudence his folicitations

were difregarded, and he fell a facrifice to thep^Ucy of Meer Coffim, who was well afj.

fured> that thfe difkuft And diflike of the Englifh, Which fuch condiiA would naturally

excite among the othe^ petty chiefs of Bieitgal^, would flrtngthen his kands, and enabte

him to tffe& hts purpofe of fhaking off his dependence oil tAofe who, having for purpofes

of theilr ovm confetrred on him the dignity he enjoyed^ would be equally ready to deprive

him of it again, when an opportunity ofBsred of procuring, by fikch « ffl^afurt) the gratifi-

cation oi their anibitibii or their avarice-.

The coAlii^tiencies followed this breach of fki^h which had been foremen by the fubtle

Aabob; evet-y pe.rfon of confequeAce in tlifc cbuWtry was di%ufled, ttife' reputation of thA

Englifli 'wis in univerfal difgrace, and Meer Cbffith feiised the^ opportunity to attempt

Ihalcing off the Britifh yoke, and for this piurpofe witlidrew'to a diftant part of the pre-*

vince, where he employed himfelf in difciplining his troops, and conciliating the regards

of thofe chiefs who would ho longer place any confidence in the promifed proteAion of

the Company..

Having now felt his fituatron, and f<Aind matters ripe for « r«i^^M« with the Englifli,

he flil) determined to niake them the aggreffbrs, and btgMi tO-flyeiir hi* -eonltetnpc f^ the

Company,, by indulging with particular ad\«ntage8 thofe anifrng Ms fubje<dh who were

particularly attached to himfelf, and excluding from the fame privileges fuch as he knew

were well affected to the Britifh interefls; and as the fervathtsi 6{ the CSampany were by

no means inclined to permit this parti^ prefierencfei^ they deteriniilbd'tb anhrbiktte the

power of Meer ColEm ;. and after fbMe fruidefs nc^odatibtis tff^ Birittfh- hrmy marched to

Patna, where it was worfted, and fi^verely handled- by the' trobpls of the'nabdb, who, in

confeqxience of thefe advantages, factifrced ttvo richMrarikers, who Were hWthers arid fub-

jie6ls ct his ownr bccattfelhej Were ccttmeCled with' the Ebgiffh Coitapany^ and put to
'•
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death one hundred and fifty Englifli prifoners, whs fell into his hands in confequence of

this defeat.

Theftruggle now became ktious, and the event doubtful} all the ftrength of the Com-r

pany was exerted, and even many of thofe who were employed in the civil departments,,

took the field on this momentous occafion, when not only the dignity and confequence of

the Company was at ftake, but eren the lives and fortunes of all their fervants depended

on the fuccefs of this war.

Thus incited, every nerve was drained : the difcipline and bravery of the Britifh at

length prevailed ', Meer'Cofltm was totally routed, and obliged to take refuge with Sujah

al Dowlah, the nabob of Oude } and Meer Jaffier, who after hi." deprivation had been kept

at Calcutta as a kind of ftate prifoner at a fmall allowance, was reinftated in the bubahdarry

of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla.

But his reftoration was accompanied with fuch reftriAions as left him little more thaa

thefliadow of authority; the number of his troops was limited, even his place of reddence

was to be at the difpofition of the Englifh} and it was at firft propofed to place a guard of

the Company's European troops over his perfon, though this circumftance of humiliation

was, at the requeft of this puppet of power, at length difpenfed with.

Nor were the fervants of the EngliHi Company content with bare limitations of power

and reftraints of authority; large territories were ceded, new and exclufive privileges

granted, and fuch immenfe fums ftipulated to be paid by way of indemnity or reimburfe-

ment, that, confcious of the nabob's inability to raife them, provifion was made in the

agreement with him, that if he (hould be unable to difcharge thefe payments in ready mo-

ney, they fliould be made good by aflignments of lands,

Meer JafEer did not long furvive his fccond elevation; he died in February 1765, hav-

ing left a legacy of five lacks of rupees to Lord Clive, which was fettled by his lordfhip as

a fund for the fupport of difabled officers and foldiers in the Company's fervice, and thi;

widows of officers and foMiers ; and having, when dying, declared his fon Nudjum al Dow-
lah, a youth of eighteen, his fucceflbr : a declaration totally nugatory, as his being ac-

knowledged Subah depended entirely on the Englifh, who did not admit him to his fuc--

ceffion without new treaties, farther extenfion of territory, additional privileges, and fuch

fhackles on his perfon and government, as rendered him a compleat flave to the Company,

who, on this occaiion, adlually took poffeiTion of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and

Orifla, which they now actually governed by their own authority, the nabob retaining

nothing more than the empty name, and an allowance out of his own revenues for the

fupport of his nominal dignity. By the treaty executed on his being permitted to fucceed

his father, he was reftridled from maintaining troops without the leave of the Company;
and even thefe troops, when levied, were not to be under his direAion, but that of a per-

fon fixed with him, by the advice of the governor and council, in the flation of Nabob
Saib, or prime-minifler, who fhould have the chief management of all his affairs; and as

Ais perfon was named by the governor and council of the Company) fo he was not to b&

difmifled without their peraiiiTton.

5 H flikYinjf,
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ll.iving thus t!fd up the hanjs of (his unfortunate rpiiior, an attack was ncJtt mad^ cm

his treafiiry, which was taxed with enormous fums, by way of prcknts to individual fur-

v.ints of the Company. Nor was the nabob the only pcrfon >vho wa? to pay for his tlcva-

iKin; Mahoijicd Rcza Cawn, the ncwIy-appointi-i| pilmc-miniftrr, was oLIi cd toudlr

tribute to his creators; and even Jugget Scet, a rich b.inkcr, and forj to oat; of tiit' bro-

thers wl)o had been put to death by Mecr Coflim, found it advifeablc to punh.ifc his

f.ifcty by contributing to the mafs of corruption } fo that the whole fum diftributcd anioni;

the fcrvants of the Company at the ^ccciTion of Nudjum a\ Do^ylalpn 9tno.untcd to lictlu kU
than two hundred and fifty thoufand poumW.

The government being thus cpmplcatly veftcd in the Company, and the nabob being

reduced to a mere depe^ldllnt on the governor and council, be was entirely difjjoflUl'cd of

his revenue, which, with the confent of the cn;ipccor, obuined in the Ume manner as his

own, was vetted in the Engli.fh Company, and he was brought to accept of fifty-three

lacks of rupees, as a compenfation for the whole, which, together with the already ilipu.

latcd allowance to the emperor, was to be paid out of the Dewanny, or income of th%

three provinces, and the remainder was to be retained by the Company as a compenfation

for their permitting the nabob to enjoy his nomin^il honours, the minifler his office, an4

the banker the fun-fljine of the Company's favour.

The deaths of Nudjum al Dowtah, and his brother and fucceflfor Seyf a! Dowlah, and

the acccflion to that dignity of the youngeft brother, the prefent nabob, Moburec al

Dowlah, all which happened between the years 1765 and 1770, are events too unim-

portant to be marked with any other particular circumttaaces than abridgments of their

fevcral allowances; that of the reigning nabob being faid to be now reduced to a very in-

confiderable fum, with which he is compelled to be content, having now no lands left to

procure the favour of his mafters by farther grants, ner any power to procure friend;

among the chiefs of his own country.

Having thus drawn the affairs of Bengal down to. the prefent time, it will be necelTary

to look back to meafures purfued in another part of the empire.

We have already obferved, that Me^r Coflim, after his defeat and expulfion, took Shel-

ter with Sujah al Dowlah, the vizier of the empire, and nabob of Oude; and as the fugi<

tive prince carried with him very conftdcrable treafures, he found no difficulty in obtain-

ing the proteiSlion he fought. The fame motives, perhaps, occafioned a determination to

make Sujah al Dowlah a party in the quarrel; an army was marched againft him, and af-

ter fome flruggle, a compleat vidory was obtained, and ample revenge taken for his daring

to afford protection to the declared enemy of the Engiiih Company.
But the thirft after territorial acquifitions fuggefted a plan by which they might again

be extended, and a particular part of the vizier's dominions, though at fcven hundred

miles diftance from Calcutta, was confldered as a dcfireable objeiSt; and to colour over a

proceeding fo apparently unjuft, the country of Oude was to be conquered for the empe-

ror, who was to ceile to the Englifli fuch a portion gf it M they ihould chufe, and retain

the reft, at lead till they thought fit to demand it.

This
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This meafurc wa« puifued v/ifh engerncfs: but Lord CIi\f, on his arrii':i! in India,

faw the abfurdity of a piojffl which would engage the Company in a wnr with a bravo,

injured, and rcfUefs princf, and he immediately rcftorcd to Sujah al OowJah the territory

of which he had been ftripped; an aft of wifdom and juftice, if it Iiad been unaccompanied

with that marking chirafteriftic of all the proceedings of rhe Company and their fcrvants,

an inordinate dcfire of gain. The dominions of the vizier were reftorcd, but he was

compelled to reward thofe who had with colour or pretence of right difpofrcfTed hint,

with fifty lacks of rupees, ((upwards of fir hundred thonfand pounds Ucrltng.

It might have beon fuppofcd, that the acquifttion of fuch exteiifive territories, and the

accefllon off© ntuch weatth and povrer, would at length have fatrsficd the ambition of the

Company, arnl the avarics ef their fcrvants ; but whifft any part of the empire remains

unfubdued, or any of the riches which it produces are unappropriated to the Engfirtj, It

Is hardly probable that this unhappy country wiH enjoy the blefling of peace.

After the total demolition of the imperial pow«r, the fubjagation of the three provinces

of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa, and the humiliation of tht vizier of the empire, Sujah aV

Dowlah, two diftinft nations or tribes remained yet independent; thefe were diftinguifhcd

by the names of the M'aharattas and the Rohillas : the Maharatfa territory may properly

be faid to extend fca-ward from Travancore, near Cape Comorin, at the fouthem extre-

mity of the peninfula, to the river Paddar, which difchargcs itfelf in the Gulph of Scindy,

and divides Guzzerat from the Perfian dominion»i but out of this extent r.iuft be ded\ift-

ed the Maharatta territory lately ufurped by Hyder Ally. The MaHa^-atta country is

bounded by the Carnatic, the Company's northern Circars, and the dominions of the Ni-

zem ul Moluc, Subah of the Decan Bazalet-jung, to the eafV, except the province of

Catac, which carries their poiTeffions irregularly to the Bay of Bengal; and the River

Jemma, with the provinces of the Mogul empire, terminate their northern boundaries.

We have altaady feen the power of this nation frequently axerced, not only to fpread

(error and alarm throughout the empire in it's moft flburiibingB ftate, but even to compel

the emperors, from time to time, to purchafe the amity of the Maharattas by the cefflon

of territory and the payment of tribute.

Though this nation is governed by many chiefs, each maintaining fovereign authority

in his own diftrift^ yet all thefe chiefs continued to yield a kind of tacit allegiance to one

fupreme head^ under the title of Sou, or Ram-rajah, whofe throne was eftabliflied at Set-

terah; but, like the emperor of Indoftan, this prince pofTefTes now only the (hadow of

royalty. One of the chiefs about thirty years ago feized the reins of government and the

pcrfon of the fovereign at once; and the defcendants of this ufurping miniftcr have con-

tinued, from that time, to exercife the authority of the Ram-rajah ; but, as it may be eafily

conceived, not without difputcf and contefts, which have almoft conftantly exiffed with-

out the fmalleft regard to the a£tual fovereign, but merely between the chiefs, feveral of

whom, and all with equal juftice, have made pretenftonr. to this adminifti-?.:i« n of the na-

tional affairs. In the courfe of thefe ftruggles, one of tlie brothers of the f rft invader of

his fovereign's rights, having poffeffedhimfelf of this office in prejudice to his nephew,

who he alfo murdered, Mras at length expelled by thofe over whom he had attempted to

reign i
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reign; and having by his conduA forfeited all pretence to favour and afBftanee from his

own nation, he applied for proteftion to the £ngli(h Company, which was afforded him

at fiombay : and attempts being made by the Englifh to reftore him to the government,

in confideration of large promifes, and ftill higher expectations, war hath prevailed with

very little interruption, between the Maharattas and the Company, from the year 1773 to

the prefent time ; but it hath not been attended with the ufual fuccefs, nor have the Com-
pany reaped the expedied advantages, either In extending their territory, or levying con>

tributions, though both have been at times ftipulated for, and aAually granted by, the

Maharattas, who have Ihewn the fincereft difpofitions to perform their treaties, which

they aflert have been repeatedly broken through by the fervants of the Englifli Eaft India

Company. A treaty has, however, at length been formed, the particulars of which are

not yet made public, and the fword is faid to be at prefent fheathed..

The Rohillas inhabit the rich and extenftve provinces called RofaiUcund^ lying for

the moft pan iji a beautiful and fertile plain, extending between the rivers Ganges and

Jemma, from the boundary of Corah to the confines of Agra and Delhi. The Rohillas

alfo occupy a large diftri£l of country on the north-iide of the Ganges, reaching eaftward

to the provinces of Oude, and to uninhabi.v.d mountain: rorthward, and croffing tho

Jemma between Agn and Delhi. The inhabitants of thefe countries are brave and war-

like; the body of the pcopL' being Gentoos, but the Rajahs, or chiefs, Mahometans of

the Patan race. Thefe chief-ihips being numerous, are not fingly powerful; but as they

have generally united in the common caufe, they have always been confldered as formi'*

dablc.

V'ith this unoffending people has a war aifo been commenced ; and Sujah al Dowlah,

once the great enemy of the Company, hath been put nominally in poiTeffion of thefe

now wafted and depopulated provinces, whofe chiefs have been held prifoners, and their

fubjcAs expofed to every fpecies of cruelty, to gratify the vizier of the empire, on whofe

behalf the arms of the Eagliih Company have been employed againft a brave, induftrious,

and innocent people.

It is alfo alerted, that the provinces of Illah-abad and Corah, though folemnly guaran-

teed to t'le unfortunate emperor, have been wrefted from him, and fold to Sujah al Dow-

lah, for forty lacks of rupees ; and that the poor allowance of twenty-fix lacks of rupees,

to which his revenue out of the province of Bengal had been already reduced, is now en-

tirely ftopped ; and that this wretched monarch, after being compelled to grant awuy all

bis pofie/Iions, has been compelled to throw himfelf into the hands of the Maharattas for

a fubfiflence, by whom he is now fupported as a kind of prifoner at large, at Delhi, once

the fplendid capital of the empire.

It is now high time to return to the prefiuit ftate of Bengal,, as it refpe£ls trade, com-

mi.>cc, and internal goveriiment.

The exports of the Englifli Eaft India Company to Bengal,, confift of broad-rloths,,

perpetuanas, copper, iron, lead, and a few oth;r commoditie* from Europe;, which are

fold, and the produce iftvefted in piece-goods, fil.'c, drugs, falt-petre, and other articles,

for the car^c-cs of their returning (hips. They have ali^ ^cfides their European imporia.

aud.
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and exports, a conficlcrable trade from port to port in India; particularly in opium from

Bengal to Bcnriolen, fome cotton occafionally tVoni Bombay anil Surat, and a Jittle pcp-

prr From liencoolen to China.

The {roods imported by the Englifli Company into Bengal, are ufuolty fold at ftated

periods by public audiion, or outcry; and upon thcfe fales the Company allow a difcount

of niiie, fix, or three per cent, according as the purchafer clears out his goods withi 1 the

limited time. To thefe outcries all perfons withoi't diftin^ion are invited, and are al-

lowed by duftuck, or permit, which is given them by the governor and council upon their

clearing out thi' goods purchafed at thefe tales, to fell, exchange, or traffic with them.

The proviflon for th ' inveftment or purchafe of goods, from the weavers or manufac-

turers, for the cargoes of the fhips returning to Europe, is made with ready-money ad«

vanced in the inland countries, pa, tly under the direction of the chiefs and residents at the

Company's fubordinate factories, who fend bJac^ Gomaftfehs, or agents, into the interior

parts of the empire, far the purpofe of coliecling thefe goods; and partly by black Go-
ma«ahs at the other manufaduring towns, uLJ^^r the direAion of a member of the board

of council at Calcutta, who fills the poll of export warchoufc-keeper.

The Armenians have ever had a confiderabie intcnfl in the commerce of IndoHan, and

are difperfed throughout moft pans of Bengal. I'heir commerce was originally eftabliih'-

ed by th*; Mogul's firmaun, or grant, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of

their trade, piece-goods, and raw-filk, were fixed at three and an half per cent. The
Armenians .arc rcprefcnted as refunbling Europeans in judgment, and vigour both of bidjr

and mind} on which account they have been employed in the moft important offices civil

and military.

Before the Engliih Bad India Company got the territories of Bengal into their entire

pofleffion, the balance of it's trade with all countries was in favour of this province. The
gold and ftlver of the Eaft centered here, without any profpedi of return. The European

nations carried on their commerce with Bengal chiefly in bullion. The people, from rc-

ligirus prejudices, were aLftemious; and being unufed to luxury, the wants of nature were

fupplied by the almoft fpoataneous produdions of the foil and climate.

The trade of Bengal being thus favourable to the inrreafe of wealth, and the religion

and difpofitions of the inhabitants concurring to detain the bullion which was brought in-

to the province, it is not extraordinary that the chiefs and capital merchants amafied

iR;;nenfe riches, and the mauufadturers and IdTcr traders partook of the blcffings of com-

merce in a proj)ortion<ible degree.

But thjfe nations v hich formerly exchanged treafurc for the nianufatSlurcs and produce

of Bengal, have fuflFeied fuch internal changes and revolutions, as have made a total alte-

ration in tbc ftate of their foreign commerce: the cruelties of the ufurper Nadir Shah,

and the continual civil wars which have followed his death, have exhaufted the riches,

and lelTcncd the inhabitants, of Perftai thofe who poflcfs any remains of wealth are

obliged to conceal their property in apparent poverty, lelt the hand of vidence flwuld

wreft it from them, and far the greater part have been aClually plundered, not only of ihc

articlea of luxuryi but even the common necelTaries of life j the neighbouring flatcs of

^ I Georgia
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Georgia and Armenia have been involved in the Tame calamities ; the tyranny of the

Turkifli government, exercifed without controul in it's more diftant provinces, hath re-

duced thofe which approach neareft to Indoftan to a total inability of indulging in the de-

licate and coftly produce of Bengal; and the intcftine wars with which the empire of In-

doftan hath been torn to pieces in the ftruggles among the petty princes, for the divifion

of that power of which the emperor hath been divefted, and of late years the encroach-

ments made by European powers, and the dreadful calamities which their interference in

the government of this country have occafioned, hath confiderably injured the traffic

which has been formerly carried on by the province of Bengal with thofe parts of Indof-

tan which are moft remote from the fea-coafts.

Thus, by various concurring caufes, the balance of trade in favour of Bengal with

other parts of the Eaft, which was once eftimatcd at near a million fteriing, is now re-

duced to lefs than one hundred thoufand pounds, and the inveftments for Europe being

calculated at one million and an half fteriing, great part of which is purchafed with the

revenues of the province, and vaft fums in fpecie being brought home by thofe who en-

rich themfelves at the expence of the unfortunate natives, it is not probable that the re-

fourccs of this country will long fupport thcfe enormous drains, which receive no checic

from the prudence or forefight of thofe whofe intereft it is to avail themfelves of the pre-

fent moment to amafs fortunes, regardlefs of the fate of the country, or of thofe who are

to fucceed them in office.

The capital fettlement of the EngliOi in Bengal, or rather the capital of Bengal, (for

as we have already (hewn, the nabob enjoys only an empty title) is Fort William, or

Calcutta, for it is known under both denominations; the former defcribing the fortreO,

which has it's name in honour of King William the Third; and the latter the town.

The fort is erefted of brick and mortar, in the form of an irregular tetragon; the town

alfo is irregular, the houfes being built in fuch fpots, and of fuch forms, as the pro-

prietors thought fit to chufe. About fifty yards from the fort ftands the church, a de-

cent edifice, originally built by voluntary contributions, but now repaired and kept in

good order by the Company. The governor's houfe is a regular ftru£ture, and the

apartments and offices for the fervants of the Company, as well as the warehotifes for

their goods, are fpacious and commodious. The hofpital is fuitable to it's ufe, and the

military ftorehoufes and magazines capacious and well fecured. Here is a good garden,

with filh-ponds, for the ufe of the governor and other officers of the Company; and as

the town is not clofely built, many individuals enjoy the fame advantages. On the op-

pofite fide of the river, are the Company's docks, for the repair of their (hipping ; and here

the Armenian merchants have a common garden. The garrifon of Fort William genc-

irally confifts of a few companies of European foldiers, detachments of whom are occa-

fionally employed as guards on board the fleet of boats, in which the Company bring their

piece-goods, falt-petre, opium, and other comrr.oiiities, from Patna to Calcutta.

Calcutta is generally deemed unhealthy, on account of a lake of falt-water, which lies

a league to the north-eaft ef the town; and this lake overflowing at certain feafons, the

waters, on their returni leave not only a vaft quantity of oftenfive mud, or ftime, but mul-

titudes
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tttudes of fifli, which putrify, and render the air noxious. Calcutta is alfo cxpofcd to in-

tenfe heat, as mod of the houfes front the fun in it's vertical or declining flatc} an in-

convenience which is not, however, without remedy.

The town of Calcutta is governed by a trayor and aldermen, alt Englifli, and nomi-

nated by the governor and council; and before the eftablilhment of another judicature in

Bengal, a court, confifting of the mayor and nine aldctmcn, feven of whom were to be

natural-born fubje£ls of Great Britain, and the other two Proteftant fubjc^is of any

other ftate in amity with Great Britain, was authorized to hear and determine all civil

actions between party and party, being Europeans; fuits arifing between the natives not

being cognizable here, unlefs by mutual confent. And to this court belonged alfo the

power of granting probates of wills, and letters of adminiftration of the cfFe£ts of perfons

dying inteftale.

Here was alfo a Court of Appeals, compofed of the governor and council, any three of

whom (the governor being one) were finally to determine caufes wherein appeals had

been made from the judgment of the Mayor's Court, provided the caufe jf a£tton did not

exceed in value one thoufand pagodas, or about four hundred pour '.3 (lerling; when the

fum in difpute amounted to more, an appeal lay to the king in council.

A third court, which was denominated the Court of RequcAs, confiftcd of twenty-four

commiffioners, who prefided, and decided, in a fummary way, fimilar to the procccdin<rs

of the Courts of Confciencc in England, in cafes where the debt or damage did not ex-

ceed forty (hillings.

And here was alfo a fourth court, for the trial of criminal offenders, in all cafes except

high-treafon, in which the governor and council, or any three of them, the governor (or,

in cafe of his ab(ence, the fenior member of the council) being one, prcfidcd as judges;

and this was called the Seflions, being held in the nature of gao!-dclivery three times in

the year.

But in the year 1773, an aft pafTed in the Britifli Parliament, * for cftablifliing certain

* regulations for the better manage: lent of the affairs of the Ea(l India Company, as well

* in Europe as in India,' which made a total change both in the government and jurif-

prudence of this country.

By this a£l a governor-pcneral and four counfe"'->rs arc appointed, who were then

named by Parliament, in whom is veiled the whol vil and military government of the

prefidency of Fort William, and the ordering, manajj< ment, and government, of all the

territorial acquifitions and revenues in the kingdoms of BcnL';il. i^ahar, and OrifTa, fo

long as the Company fliall remain in pofTcflion of them, in the ume manner as they had

been before exercifed by the prefident and council, or fclciSt committc , aiul in det^ min-

ing all matters, in cafe by death or removal of the governor, or either of the council, th''

court (hall be reduced to an equal number, the governor (or in cafe of his drath or re-

moval, the eldeft member of the council) is to have a calling voice, and his or ion to be

deciftve and conclufive.

The fame governor and council are alfo inveflcd with a power of fuperintcnding and

controulitig the government and management of the prcfidencies of Madras, Bon^ ay.
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and Bencoolcn, lb far as concerns making war with any Indian princes or powers, or con-
cluding any treaties of peace with them; in both which cafes, ths approbation of the go-
vernor-general and council of Bengal, is firft to be obtained, except in any circumdanca
of imminent neceffity, and where the intereft of the Company requires immediate deter-

mination.

The governor and council, for the time being, are to pay ftrid obedience to the orders

of the Court cf Oirediors, to tranfmit to them exa£l particulars of all advices or intelli-

gence, and of all tmnfaclions relative to the government, commerce, revenues, and in-

tercfts of the Company; and ihe Court of Directors are alfo by this aft enjoined, wthin
fourteen days after the receipt of any letters from the governor and council, to deliver to

the high-treafurcr, or commi^oners of the treafury, for the time being, exiii copies of

fuch parts of the letters fo received, as relate to the management of the revenues of the

Company; and to one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, for the time being, exi^t copies

of all fuch parts of the letters as relate to the civil and military afFairs, and government of

the Company.

The governor and council, nominated in this adt, were to continue in office five years

from their arrival at Fort William, in Bengal; and were in the mean time removeable only

by his majtfty, upon the reprcfentation of the Court of Directors; and, in cafe of death,

or deaths, the nomination of a fuccefTor, or fucccflbrs, was vefled in the diredlors, with

the confent of his majefty. After the expiration of the firft five years, the diredors arc

invefted with the power of nominating and removing the fucceeding governor-general

and council.

And by the Time aft of parliament his mnjffty is empowered by charter or letters-patent,

tinder the great-fcal of Great Britain, to creft and eftabliOi a fuprcme court of judicature

at Fort William, to confift of a chief jufticc, arJ three other juilges, to be named from

time to time by his raaje{}y, his heirs, or fucceflors; which court is to have full power

and authority to exercife all civil, criminal, ajjmiralty, and eccltfiafticai jurifdidlion; to-

appoint minifterial officers j toeftablifh rules for pradlice and procefs; and to be a Court

of Record, and of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, in and for the town of Cal-

cutta, and fa£lory of Fort William, in Bengal, and the limits thereof, and of it's fubor-

dinate faftories.

The jurifdidion of this court is alfo to extend to all Britifh fubjefts who (hall refide

in the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, or OriHa, and to hear and determine any

fuit, aftion, or complaint, againfl any perfon employed by, or dlrtiiiy or indht£lly in the

fervict of the Company^ er of any of his majejlfs fuhjeih. And fiom die determinations of

this court appeals may be made to his majefty in council.

By this a6l a falary of twenty-five thoufand pounds a year is provided for the gover-

nor-general, ten thoufand pounds a year for each of thr council, eight thoufand pounds

a year for the chief juftice, and fix thoufand p(>unds a }> ar for each of the other judges^

to be paid out of the revenues of the territorial acquifition > in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriira^

and both the governor and council.^ and thi- chief juftice and judges, as well as all other

perfous holding civil or mihtary offices under the crown or the Company, are reftrained

frona
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from acrv'pting prefents of any kitid, under the penalty of double the amount of the funt

received, and are prohibited from being concerned in traffic or Commerce.

After the cruelties and oppreffions which we have already enumerated, it feemed hardly

poilible to conceive, that a greater degree of wretchednefs could be in ftore for the unfor-

tunate natives of Indoftan; yet hath the charter which, in, confequence of the powers con-

tained in this z&y was foon after granted,^ let Ibofe upon thefe wretched and innocent fuf-

ferers calamities to which 1 all they had /ek before were light and tuvial in the com-

parifon; and, as if it was not enough to harafs them in their properties, to invade their

rights, and to reftrain their liberties, they are now manacled with the fetters of laws

which they cannot undcrftand, and fubje^d to be puniflied for crimes which it is im»

pofBble they (hould commit! they are convened" before judges whofe jurifdidlion is an

ufurpation on the common rights of mankind, and they are tp be tried by juries, aliens

to them in nation, religion, and interefts.'^ w<i:i w£, :}(il i%i9i'.- ' <

Though it is not within the compafs of otir work to enter minutely into the nature of

the feveral hardfliipi impofed on the unhappy natives of Indoftan, by the introduAion of

a code of Engliih laws; yet it may not be uninterefting to point out fome particular in-

ftances in which thefe innovations favour of the moft unchriftian barbarity.

We have already remarked the fererity of the religious' reftridions of the Gentoos,

with refped to contamination j by communicating not only with thofe of other religions,

but even with different cafts of ihdfe who profefs the fame faith : by the introduAion of

the Britifli laws, all poffibility of avoiding fo fatal an intercourfe is taken away, and

every precaution rendered fruitlefs; the unhallowed hand of an officer of the court may
be laid on them, they may be thrown into a common prifon with men of all perfuafions,

and be reduced by neceffity to forfeit their cafts, orftarve: nor will the payment of the

debts, or the acquittal of the'icrimes for which they are imprifoned, reftore them to ere-

dit or comfort; the contamination is indelible, and they »r6 condemned to fpend the re«

mainder of their lives as outcafts and vagabonds.

The different religions prevalent in Indoftan, both the Gentoo and the Mahometan,

admit of a plurality of wives, an indulgence accounted for by the early-ripened ftate of

the females in this country, and their equally fpeedy decay; they are marriageable at

eight, nine, or ten ynrs old; they grow old at twenty: the maturity and decline of

manhood docs liot keep pace with this ra|>id progrcfs; at the age when the wife is in her

dccltne, the huft)and hath only iraihed the zenith of his vigour, which abates by the fame

flow degrees as it rifcs to perfeftion. It ;s natural, therefore, that unoppofed by any law,

or reftraint of religion, he fhould leave one wife to take another, and this fccms a rea-

fonable ground for polygamy; though in more temperate climates, where the bloom of

fema!e charms takes place at a more advanced age, and the flower is prcferved unfaded for

a proportionable time, the natural equality between the fexes hath rationally eftabJifticd

cufloms and laws, moral artd divine, by which the huft>and is rcftri<£ted to one wife, the

children of whom are to inherit the pofteflions of their father, from which children born

of any other woman are precluded, and no relation is allowed tu exift between the parent

and Cuch illegitimate thildren.
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But the cafe is widely dificrent with the natives ofi I^dofian. By thoie laiws under which

their lives have been regulated, the hufband of many wives, and the father of many chil-

dren born of difierent mothers, gives the bulk of his fortune to the favourite fon, or the

fen of his favourite wifcj all are equally intitled to expeA this preference, and the birth

of each confers on him thq fame privileges as thofe enjoyed by the others.

What then is the confequence of introducing the la^ra ofGreat Brit^ini The inno.

cent Hindoo, who, in conformity to.the cuftoms, laws, and.i-cligion of his country, hath

married a number of wives, is guilty of polygamy, a crime, of which.he has never lieard;

he is dragged before the fupreme court of judictture, who are compelled to take cogni-

zance of the charge ; he is arraigned at that tribunal for having a^d according to the re-

ligion of his fore-fathers, and the laws, under which be was born^ and he is puni/hed for

an oJience of \^hich it is impoffible he ibou)d be.guilty.

Nor does the evil ftop there; the law now eft^iihed takes,a.retrofp^6l of a£ks com-
mitted before it had exiftence, baftanditwA children whpfe parents, no longer live to anfwer

for their mifdoings, calls ou them to refund portions illegally, poflefled, and, in default of

their producing efieds long fince didipated, they are to be dragged to a prifon, by a decree

which the judge '\i c«n;peUed.by the ftiji^Je^r ofithe,UWit9 ptonoqnce, and with which,

as. it c9io<:crn^ private property^ he h^sW RQW/fiif t^ difpenfe i awl the miferable obje^s

of this leg»l ven^ean^ic are redu^cfj, wi^h9^?Jv^ig^^^4,«l« fHfefeauefi*ifli5^

to beggary» under the fpecioijs.pre^epcp of|a4<ij,i|n,ifterii>g jyt^WVin VI 1 Ail> .hi7

According to the accounts of travellers, and the opinions qf the beft writers, the con-

finement of women in the eaftcrn countries is a law of neceifity, and therefore ought not

tq be changed. In thefe climates, vfhere the woman is. marriageable befor; her reafon ar-.

rives at maturity, and where- the paffions< are heig)>teneii.byitbe ne^r approach of the fun,

reftraint of this, kind leema aljBooft indifpeafihlei and coniparifqns, have b^en made be>,

tween the conduct oi he females in tbofe EuropAaOt ijettlementF, where only one wife is al-

lowed, and where (he enjoys the fame liberty as married women in Europe; and the wo-

men of Turkey, Perfia, India, and thofe other countries where the confinement of wo-

men prevails, very little to the advantage of the former, and very little in favour of an in*

dulgence which is with great propriety, granted in lefs fervent regions.

The pra^ice of confining the female p^t of the creation prevails univerfally among

the i.atives of Indoftan, and is indifTolubly connected with the manners and the religion

both of the Gentoo and the Mahometan. Both alike dread the expofure of their wo-

men as the greateft difhonour; and fo facred are they held in India, that the foldicr,.

heated with rage, and flufhed with victory,, turns from the Haram as from a fan£tuary,

which even licentioufhefs itfelf dares not invade : yel, in obeying the mandates of this new

court of judicature, thefe facred recefles are to be thrown open, the honour of the hufband,

the modeftyof the wife, are alike to be infulted; the ordinances of religion trampled

upon, the ties of domeftic union diffolved, and' the hufband, father, and mafter, rendered

incapable of affording proteAion to his wife, his daughter, or his fervant.

Vain would be the attempjC to enumerate the complicated diftreflbs which mufl naturally

be produced by enforcing the laws of Great Britain upon a people wholly unacquainted

with
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with die principles upon which they are founded^ unconfcioua of the crimct to the pu-

niftment of which they are adapted, and totally incapable of comprehending thofe nice

diftint^ons and regMlation» which they are calculated to govern : enough has been iuid

to point Oftt the abfurdity, injuAice, and cruelty, of the attempt; and a* this matter i»

now before the legiflature,. upon the complaint of the natives themfelves, refjfe&ntetl by

two of their own body, dclegateil to undertake the perilous and tedious voyage for thi»

purpofe, by their opprefled and wretched brethren; we may flatter ourftlves that the re-

peal of a law fo fubverfive to every idea of humanity, will be the firft ftep towards a ge-

neral redrefs of the wrongs fuftained by the unfortunate natives of Indoftan, whofe fuf-

fierings call aloud for relief; which, for the honour of the Britifli nation, fliould be

fpeedily and efFefiually aiibrdcd to them. When w« refleA On the fituation to which

millions ot innocent people have been reduced from a ftate of happinefs and independence^

to anfwer the purpofes of a few interefted men, and to glut the avarice of a fmail nuiuber

of rapacious individuals; and when we look round us, and Cet thofe individuals, inftead 06

being avoided with horror, loaded with titles and honours, and entrufted with power and

authority at home; we cannot forbear, at the fame time» obferving the decline of dignity)

in the Britiih empire, the lofs of her colonies, the difgrace of her arms, the defeAion o£

her fubje£ls, and the feveral other degradatory circumftances which feem to portend her

fall; and from both views are led earneftly to recommend to our rulers, in church and

ftate, fuch meafures, as nuy at leaft avert the cenfures of thofe who ar^- ready to afcribe

our own national calamities to thofe which, under our ccuntenance and prote^ion, hav9

been brought on the unoffending nations of the Eaft.

Beftdes the feveral fettlemeiits and faAories belonging to the Engliih Eaft India Com-'

pany, which we have already defcribed, they have fadories at many other towns in thtr

interior parts of the empire ; at Patna, in- particular, which has at times been the rcfi-'

dence of the viceroys of Bengal, they have an eftabliOimem, and a very conftdei'able^

trade in falt-petre and unwrought filk. They have aifo confiderahle fadorieS at Calicut,;

at Barcelor in the province of Canara, and a fcttlement protetSed by a fort of fume force*

at Tellicherry; and feveral others of lefs importance in different parts of Indoftan.

We fliall conclude our account of the Britiftt interefts on the continent of India yfitht

two circumftances ; which, as they relate to the En glifli government in this quarter 0?

the world, ought not to be omitted. nr «

The firft of thefe is, the famine which raged in the kingdom of Bengal,, and the neigh-'

bouring provinces, in the fummer of the year 1770; of which the following autheiUic and!

aftedling account was tranfmitted by letter.

* As foon as the drynefs of the feafon foretojd the approaching dearnefs of ricr, oor
* gentlemen in the Company's ll-rvic- , p:trticu!.uly ttiofe at tho I'ubord. nates, whoCe fta-=

* tions gave them the beil opportunitirs, were as early as polhble in buying up all they

* could lay hold of. When (he eft'ects ot ihe I'carcity became more and more fenfible,;

* the natives complained to the nabob at Morfltcd-abad', that be Enpjifh had engroiTed alb

* the rice, particularly in the Bahar and Purnea provinces* i his complaint was laid be-

* fore the prefident and council by the nabob's minifter relldcnt in Calcutta} but the m-'

•-teteflt

1'. «>

mh '

m

fllr



4o8 s I a;

tereft of the gentlemen concerned was too powerful at the board, (o that the complaint

was only laughed at, and thrown out. Our gentlemen in many places purchafed the

rice at one hundred and twenty, and one hundred and forty feers (an Indian meafure)

for a rupee, which they afterwards fold at fifteen feers for a rupee, eight or ten times

the prime-coft, to the black merchants; fo that the perfons principally concerned, have

made great fortunes by it; and one of our writers at the Durbar, who was interefted

therein, and not efteemed to be worth a thoufand rupees laft year, has fent down, as it

is faid, ftxty thoufand pounds fterling, to be remitted home this year. The black mer-

chants, who had made their grofs purchafes from our gentlemen,, brought down great

quantities of their rice, and depofited it in the golahs, or granaries, about Calcutta,

where, very unfortunately for the poor inhabitants, great part of it was deftroyed by

moft terrible fires, which happened in the months of April and May, before which time

the £ngli(h-had fold off all they had in hand. The effiiAs of the fcarcity continuing to

become daily more alarming, our governor and council bethought themfelves, though

by much too late, to fend into the interior parts of the country to purchafe what rice

they could on the Company's account, fixed the price of fales in Calcutta at ten feers

for a rupee, and feized all they could upon the rivers. The black merchants rernon-

ftrated, that the charges of bringing the rice down the country, together with the high

intereft which they paid the ibrofFs, or bankers, (br raifing the money, and other con-

tingencies, ran fo excefltvefy high, that they (hould, upon thofe terms, be lofers by their

purchafes; upon which, by an order of council, feapoys were ftationed at their golahs,

to prevent the delivering any rice without a permit or order; and notwithflanding all

:hv<; orders for purchafing up the country, on the Company's account, fo bare were the

Cohspany's granaries here, that the council were obliged to fend and take from the mer-

chants golahs what they wanted for the fupport of the workmen on the fortifications at

Calcutta and Budge Budge, who were threatening to defert for want of victuals; and it

was deemed a great favour if the merchants were allowed to carry from their golahs a

few maunds to the bazars, to fell for the fupport of the inhabitants. The nabob, and

feveral of the great men of the country at Morflied-abad, diflributed rice to the po'

igratis, until their ftocks began to fail, when thofe donations were withdrawn, whicn

brought many thoufands down to Calcutta, in hopes of finding relief among us. By

the time the famine had been about a fortnight over the land, we were greatly afTedled

at Calcutta, many thoufands falling daily in the ftreets and fields, whofe bodies, mang-

led by dogs, jackalls, and vultures, in that hot feafon, (whenatbeft the air is very in-

fedlious) made us dread the cbnfequences of a plague. We had one hundred people

employed upon the cutchery, or porters lift, on the Company's account, with dooleys,

fledges, and bearers, to carry the dead, and throw them into the River Ganges. I have

counted from my bed-chamber window in the morning, when I got up, forty dead bo-

dies lying within twenty yards of the wall, befides many hundreds laying in the agonies

of death for want, bending double, with their ftomachs quite clofe contracted to their

back-bones. I have fent.my fervant to defire thofe who had ftrength to remove farther

off; whilft the poor creatures, looking up with arms extended, have cried out, " Baba!

"Babal
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«Baba! my Father? my Father! This afflidlion comes from the hands of your coun-

« trymen, and I am come here to die, if it plcafes God, in your prefcnce. I cannot

** move, do what you will with me!" In the month of June, our condition was ilill

« worfc, only three feers of rice to be had in the bazar for a rupecj and that very bad,

« which, when bought, muft be carried home fecretly, to avoid being plundered by the fa-

*mifhed multitude on the road. One could not pafs along the llreets without feeing

* multitudes in their laft agonies, crying out as you pafTed, *' My God ! my God ! have

• mercy upon me, I am ftarving!" Whilft, on other fides, numbers of dead were feen,

* with dogs, jackalls, hogs, vultures, and other beafts and birds of prey, feeding on their

* carcafes. It Was remarked by the natives, that greater numbers of thefe animals came
* down at thi's time then was ever known j which, upon this melancholy occafion, was
* of great fefvice, as the vultures, and other birds^ take the eyes and inteftincs, whilft the

* other animals gnaw the feet and hands, fo that vtry little of the body remained for the

« cutchery people to carry fo the river, notwithftanJing which they had very hard work
* of it. I have obferved two of them, with a doohy, carrying twenty heads, and the rc-

' mains of the carcafes that had been left by tht beads of piey, to the river at a time.

* At this time we could not touch fifti, the river was fo full of carCafes, and of thofe

* who did eat it, many died fuddenly. Pork, ducks, and gecfe, alfo lived moftly on car-

« nigc; fo that oUr only meal Was muttbn, when we could get it, which Was very dear,

'ahd from the dryriefs 6f the fta^fon f6 pobr, that a quarter wblild n6t vveigh a pound and

* an half : of this I ufed to make a little broth, and after I hid dined, pferhup?, there

« were an hundred poor at the door waiting for the remains, which I have ofcen fent

' amoBg them, cilt up into little pieces, fo that as many as could might partake of it;

' and after one had fucked the bones quite dry, and thrown them away, I have fccn ano-

< ther take them up, fand and all ujioh them, and do the fame; and fo a third and

•fourth.'

On this honW tfalamity it is unncccffary to remark; let thofe who occafioncd it read

and tremble

!

The other circumftance is the imprifonment and death of Lord Pigot; which it is nc-

ccifary to ftate fliortly, as a fpecimcn of the government in India, and the condudl of the

Company's ferVants in this rcmoti; fitliation.

Lord Pigot Having been appointi^d by the Eaft India Company, Governor of Fort St.

George, and prefident of the council of that fettlement, wa^ inftniftcd by the direftors

to reftore the Rajah of Tanjore to his dominions, of which the nabob of the Carnatic had

been put in peflc^Iion by the Company'* (ervants, without orders from Europe. On his

arrival at Madras, in the fpring of the yt*ar 1776, he attempted to put into i.r'icution the

rrders he had receUied from his conftitueints; but the council, conlifling of MtflVs. Strat-

ton, Mackay, Brooke, .and Floyer^ t)h|»ught fit to lUffisr in opinion from the directors,

as to the exp4d««ncy of this meafArf, ind to refirt the intcnticms of tlife governor to corn-

fly with his inftrudtions; As this irdiftanoe fceftled to be principally founded on the

claims of anin4ividu.il, of the name of Benficy, for monies advanced to die nabob ou

the revehiKS of '.be Rajabibip 0^ TiMtjOFe^ whilft. itww lA bis jpofieffion, Lord Pigot

. . c L pcif'dcd
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pcrfifted in the rcftoraticn of ihcm to the Rajah; and the council^ fomeof whcmhai
been fufpeiidcd by L.rd Pigot for ihcir refufal, finding they could do no legal iii with.

out the concurrence of ihc governor, formed a refolution to deprive him of his auilio-

rity, and to imprifon his pcrfon. This was accordingly done on the 24th of July; on

M^hich day, as Lord Pigot was going to fup at his gardcn-houfc, fome little diftance from

the Fort, accompanied by Colonel Stewart, he was ftupped, mndc prifoncr, taken out of

his own chaife, and put into one of Benficld's, which conveyed him to the Mouiii, (a fuo-.-

tner habitation belonging to the Company's governor] where he remained till the 27th, fo

ftiidlly guarded, that it was thought proper to intimate to him, that his lift mujl anfuitr

any attempt to refcue him. On the 27th at night, a Colonel Edington, ot the Company's

forces, brought an order to Major Home, who commanded the detachment on guard at

the Mount, to deliver up his prifuner to the colonel, who was directed to convey him to

a place thirty- fix miles from the Mount : this order Lord Pigot pofitivcly refufcd to obey,

and applied to the foldiers, who accompanied the L.r.ier of it, for their proteclion; and

as thefe foldiers betrayed fom difpofition to pay regard to the man to whom they knew

their own officers were fubo .mate, Colonel Edington deflded from any attempt to re-

move him by force.

From this time, to th<; 28th of April 1777, Lord Pigot remained a prifoner at the

Mount, fo clofely guarded, that he was never left without an officer in his prefcncci

previous to this day his lordfliip had been taken extremely ill, and the furgeon who at-

tended him, defpairing of hi . recovery, he was now removed to the Garden Houfe, where

he laiiguiflied, ftill a prifoner, and under a guard, till the nth of May, when he died,

and his body was> at the requeft of his relations, delivered to them for interment by Ma-

jor Home.

As this tranfaAion hath been the fubjedl of a public trial at law, upon an information

filed in the Court of King's Bench at Weftminfter, againft the fcveral members of the coun-

cil already named, we (hall forbear to make any other obfervation on it, than that it is ob-

vious the court f;iw the conduft of thefe gentlemen in a very favourable light, as the

judgment pronounced on them after they had been convicted of the offence, amounted to

no more than a fme of one thoufand pounds each; a fum very trifling to men who had

been invefted with the powers of making and unmaking fovereign princes.

Havin^ now fully dcfcribed the Englifli fettlcments in the empire of Indoftan, it be-

comes neccflary to mention thofe of other European powers; which we (hall, however, do

more concifely, as it is lefs important to thofe for whom wc principally write, to be in-

timately acquainted with the interefts of other nations than with thofe of their own.

Some of the Dutch fettlements have in the prefent war been reduced by the Britiih arms,

and been added to thofe of the Englifl) Eaft India Company ; thofe which remain are

chiefly on the Malabar coaft. At Calicut, the capital of the kingdom of the fame name,

.they have a fa<Story, and a confiderable trade ; and at Craganor, more to the fouthward

on the fame coaft, they have a fettlcment of fome importance ; at this place the Portu-

guefe cftabliflied themfelves foon after their firft arrival in India; but it was taken from

them by the Dutch in 1662, and they have continued iq pofleffion of it ever fince that

time.
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lime. The Portuguefe had creAed feveral public edifices of magniiicfntxonflru£tion,

and in particular a cathedral, and fix or fcvcn other churches, all of which, except one,

arc now in ruins ; the Dutch alfo found here a noble college for Jefuits, and without tht

walls a college much frequented by Chridians of St. Thomas, the offices of whofu reli-

gion were performed in the Syriac tongue, in which language alfo youth were inftruAed

in a public fchool.

But the principal fettlement of the Dutch on the continent of Indoftan, is the city of

Cochin, which lies in a kingdom of the fame name, about fourteen or fifteen miles to

the fouthward of Craganor, in ten degrees north latitude : there are two towns of this

name diftinguiflied by the names of Old and New Cochin; the former is fttuated upon a

river near half a league from the fea, and the other is not above an hundred yards from

the (horc, though it was originally placed at a gfeater diftancci but the fea has made en-

croachments on the land, and approached much nearer than at it's iirft foundation.

New Cochin was built by the Portuguefe, who ornamented it, like their other fettle-

ments in this empire, with fjveral fine churches and monafteries, which had the advan-

tage of delightful walks and pleafant gardens. The college and church of the Jefuits had

their fronts to the fca-ihore, and the latter had a lofty fleeple. Th*.- convent and church

of the Auguftine Friars ftood upon the bank of the river. The cathedral was eileemed a

good piece of architeAure, at leaft for this country; and the convent and church of the

Dominicans were elegant buildings, the latter adorned with a double row of pillars of ex-

cellent ftone.

I'he fltuation of this city is fo pleafant, that it was a proverbial faying among the Por-

tugu^e, that China was the country to get money in, and Cochin the place to fpend it

;

the neighbourhood of the city being particularly calculated for a fportfman, as the

great number of canals, formed by the rivers and iflands, afford the diveriion of fi(h-

ing in it's greateft perfe«^ion( and the mountains which furround it at fome little diftance

abound with game.

This city was alfo taken from the Portuguefe by the Dutch about the fame time aS

Craganor, by the affiftance of feveral neighbouring princes ; and in particular the king

or fovereign of Cochin, who having been exafperated at the infolence of the Portuguefe,

brought an army of twenty thoufand men againft it. The EngliOi had at that time a fac-

tory in the city, but were obliged to remove after it was captured by the Dutch : it was

then a mile and an half in length, and of confiderable extent every way, but the Dutch

immediately demdiflxd great part of the houfes, and feveral of the churches, in order to

increafe it's ftrength, and render the fortifications more regular. It is now only about

fix hundred yards long and two hundred in breadth, yet it is fortified with feven large

baftions and curtains, fo thick that double rows of trees are planted on them, and now
aiTord a delightful (hade in the hot feafon. Some of the Arcets built by the Portuguefe

are however ftill ftanding, with a church for the Dutch fervice; but the cathedral is

now turned into a warehoufe. The houfe of the commandant is magnificent, and is the

only houfe built after the Dutch manner : it is fituated by the river which wafhes part of

it's walls. Tile flag flies on a ftaff* which is placed on the ftctple of the cathedral on two

roafts,
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maftt, one feventy-five feet high, from ihc top of which iif<« the other about fixiy fnf,

by which mean* their flag may be dillinguiihed at more than fevcn lengucs diftancc. 'Ihc

garrifon generally confifts of from three to five hundred European*.

7"he king of this country refuks ;it Old Cochin, where the bazar, or market, is held,

'which fupplies the Dutch inhabitants of the other city with provifions, being plentifully

ftorid with the produce of the country.

This place is faid to have been remarkable for having been formerly the feat of a Jcwifli go-

vernment; and, according to tradition, that people were once fo numerous in this kingdom,

that they amounted to upwards of eighty thoufand families ; they are reputed to be at prc-

fcnt reduced to about four thoufand, and have a fynagogue about two miles from the city,

in which they carefully preferve their records, which are reported to be engraved in He-

brew charadcrs, on copper-plates, and, as it is pretended, contain their hiftory from the

carrying away of the ten tribes by Nebuchadnezzar, to the prefent time. About the year

1695, one of the Dutch governors procured an abdraA of their hiflory, to be tranllated

from the Hebrew into Low Dutch. They aflert, that they are of the tribe of M.inaflch,

a part of which was carried by the conqueror to the moft eaftcrn province of his vail

empire, which is fuppofcd to have extended as far as Cape Comorin. They fay, three yeais

from the time of their leaving Babylon were fpent in travelltng thither^ attd that on their

entering Malabar, they met with a friendly an'j hofpitable reception, the inhabitants al-

lowing them liberty of confcicncc, the cxercif: of their reafon, and aligning them lards

for the exertion of their induflry. Under tbefe advant.-iges they increafcd in number and

wealth, till at length either by policy or purchafe, or bcS, they obtained the little king-

dom of Craganorj when two fons of a family in high eftimation, on account of fuperior

wifdom, as well as riches aind power, were cbofen by the ciders and fenators to reign jointly

over the people. But as a divided authority can hardly exift Without jeaiottfies and dif-

cord, thefe demons of deftrudlion foon fpread their balefal influences and one of the bro-

thers, a£luatcd by bafe ambition, invited his colleague to a feaft, where he entered into a

quarrel with him, and bafely afTaillnated him» after which he reigned alone, till the Ton

of the deccafcd revenged his father's death, by deftroying his uncle; and the government

became again democratic, in which form it ftill continues among the fmall remains of

this pcopli-, who have been confiderably reduced in wealth as well as numbers, being now

chiefly in a (late of poverty, and the lands, ages ago, returned back into the hands of the

native inhabitants.

Such i8 the account given of this remnant of the Jewifh nation by feveral travellers

' and modern hifloiiansi fome of whom have embelliflied their relations with marvellous

circumftances, which we apprehend are not of authenticity enough to be recorded.

Still farther to the fouthward, the Dutch have A fmall fettlement called Togapatam,

M'hich is fituatcd near Cape Comorin.

The Portugucfe have very confiderable fettlements in riiis empire, the principal of

vhich arc Goa and Diu.

The fituation of the former we have already mentioned, and we Oiall now proceed to

{ive a more particular description qf it» . . ..;, .

The
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ThehMfes of this city ire large, tni the outfiJe appearance o( Ihem magnUieeiitf as

they are principally built of ftone; but the infidei are faid to be by no means anfwerable,

either in furniture or cleanlinefnt their very ftreets being cleaner than the tops of their

houiirs,' which are receptacles of filth. Cioa is faid to contain a fpacioua, cteganc, and

rich cathedral, with twenty-feven parochial churches and convents) a noble hofpital Ij..

berally endowed, and richly ornamented^ a houfe for the inquifitor, and other officers

of the Intpiifition, and feveral other public edifices.

The monaftery dedicated to St. Roche is defcribed as a rtrj magnificent ftruAure,

having a good library, an hofpital, and a difpenfatory well furniflied with medicines and

drugs. Here is alfo a large college of Dominicans, pleafantly fituated and magnificently

built, with a grand front towards the ftreetj th.' church is richly ornamented, furniihed

with great quantities of plate, and it's pillars are gilt : the martyrology of the order is

reprefented in paintings on the walls. The fineft church in the city is faid to be a fmall

one belonging to the Francifcans, having fo much gold about the high altar, and in eight

chapels in the fide aides* that it appears almoft an entire mafs of that precious metal. In

another fuperb church, dedicated to St. Paul, lies the body of St. Francis Zavier, the

Fortuguefe apoftle of the Indies, whofe flirine is vifited by numbers of devotees with

great veneration, each of whom makes fome offering, to defray the expence of the candles

and lamps which continually burn before it; but none of thefe pilgrims are permitted to

enter within the iron rails which furround the fepulchral fpot.

The tomb itfelf is richly adorned; and, in particular, with a magnificent pedeftal of

green jafper, to which is fixed a brafs plate, whereon are engraved the moft fignal a^ous
of St. Zavier. The relics of this faint are expofed on the aoniverfary eve of his feftival.

None of the churches in or about Goa have glafs windows, except one within the city

dedicated to St. Alexander; the reft have panes of tranfparcnt marine-fliells, or mother

of pearl, as have likewife all their other public buildings. Each church has a ring of

bells, and fome of them are in almoft perpetual ufe.

The governor of Goa is diftinguiflied by the title of viceroy, and ufually rcfides at the

Powder Houfe, about two miles below the city, near the beft fprings of water in the

ifland; but he has a very noble palace over one of the gates of the city, leading to a

ftreet half a mile in length, and of proportionable breadth; on each fide of which are

fliops, in which are expofed to fale fillc, porcelain, drugs, and other valuable commo-

dities : a beautiful church, called the Mifericordia, terminates the ftreet. In the palace

if a long gallery furniflied with the pictures of former viceroys, with a chair of ftate at

each end of it. The viceroy has a third houfe for his fummer refidence at Pengeim,

about a mile from the bar at the mouth of the river.

Near the fame church of Mifericordia is the market, which is held in a large fquare con-

taining near an acre : it is plentifully fupplied with provifion of all kinds; and in the.

Ihops by which it is furrounded may be found not only the produce of India, but the

manufadures of Europe, China, and other countries. Slaves, cattle* and fome parti-

cular articks of provifion, are fold in the market by auAiOA} but thefe fales are difcon-
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tinueA, tud initti thAmarbot is conolude4» before iMpn* oq, accotyit) of tJtv«,f^effve

lltat of the. snid'daf futv "^

Tha eftabliflwd' religion is t^ of the CKuEcli pf Rooie, and (hofic wi't profef^ tbii

faith here are the moil zealous bigots in tlte world. The Court of I,n<tuii«:bii proceed^

with th« utmcft fuverity i^ainn: aU who are but fufjpcAed of being guilty of berafy ; but

as there are not a fufficient mimber of Jewalto fiitisfy iheir cruelty or avafic, the vidii^»

are generally feledlcd from the body of the Indian Chriftiansv the emiflaries of this

righteous ofllM having particulai' regaid to the converts or their defcendants, efpecialty if

any of (heir, are rich, and promife a haadfome eoofifcation to the holy trii/unaji. Yet,

Dotwithftanding (be fevtrity of the jnquafuion, many G^nCoos ace futitercd t^dlvell in rhc

city, and are tolerated in the>exeeoili'Of theie reUgion on the icore of policy^ m they are

muck mom induliriousttwn the Prirtidstieliie Chriflians; but thoHt who get above manuiii

labour^ are very iiabt^ to be infulted: *iii it is even dangerous foe thofe who are in trade

to rafufo letting the Portiiguc(»uave their goods at their own prices, or to aflc for their

money when it is due, loft, in levei;^, theyifliouli-ieosive blows, orwoife trealmcnti fo

that the circulation of internat commerce is very iaconflderable.

The e\';clefiaftics of Ooa are equally numerous and, illicerate : travellers relate, that

from a li<()t: hilt ttear the city, neat eighty churches, r'^ovcnts, and monafisriee, are in

impiediate view; that iq the city, and in it's diftrids, which extend about tweaty trilics

along the coail, and fifteen miles witbiq towards the country, there are at l«aft thirty

thoufand monks of different orders, and other dependents and miniAers of the church,

who live idly and luxurioufty on the labours of the mifexable laity; but we appre»

hend, notwithftanding the vaft extent of church-tyranny here, that this calculation is

very confiderably beyond the truth.

The grand inquifitor is always a feeular prieft, who claims the fole piivilcge of being

carcied in a palanquin.- and is. treated with much greater refped than the archbifhop or

the viceroys. His authority extends over »\l perfons, both ecclefiafiics and laymen, the

archbifliop, his grand vicar, who is always a biOiop, the viceroy, and the governors who

reprefent him, only excepted; but he may dire^l even thefe to be arreted, and. begin the

procefs aga'nft them after he has informed fhecoui't oF Portugal of the crimes Iteid to their

charge. His palace, as well as that of the ^irf^roy, is very magnificent, and h>i .^ouf-

hold numerous, confifting of gentlemen, equerries, pages, footmen, and other domef-

tics without number. I'he fecond inquifltor is generally a Dominican, and the officers,

denominated deputies of tho holy office, are taken from among the Dominicans, Auguf-

tincs, and bareheaded Carnieiitc; the :pies, or familiars, fron> amo/^ all ranks and or-

ders of the people. The walls which furround the city have hfen defcribed at being

twelve miles in circumference; but within this fpace are included feveral fields and gar-

dens. Within a mufquct-fhot of thf bar, isa fortif-atio i called the Black Fort; and

about a mile within it a battery buih clofe ^. the Tea, on a fmuU promontory called Nos

Senhordf Tabo; and oppofheto it,- on f\ Httle »:mi!icncc comman. ;ng that fide of the river,

is ano^V'-T fort : without thai is the Aquada, with u fort on the top of it, and fsveral bat-

teries af the foot of the ri/ ng grounds. On the top of the cdflle is a large lanthorn,

wiiich
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which (ervM to iitt& fliips tnd vefleU into the road whon the land, is obicueed by thick

cl0inl* or fogs, which is. always the caft iji tb« autumnal months. The harbour i« To

well defended by the forts and Urgfi bAtteriqs which wo have defcribed, and Ctycr^

others, that it is eftacoed the mo^l di^uU pJfU:f of acc«l« in the empire of Indoftan.

The ifland (fisr we have already ohfor/ai tlba^ it is furroundod by the riArer and the fca)

praduces little corn, but the friuts ajre cxceileot, the mangoes, in particular are (aid to be

peculiarly larft tad delicious.

This ifland is reported lo produce ^finguUr vegetable which the inhabitants call the

Sorrowful Tree, becanfe it blooms oftly to tta« night : at fun-fet no Sowers are to be fcenj

but in half an hour after, the flurub i» covered witbk (bem. They are excrumcly odori-

termis.; but ttae fun no fooner begins to fliine upon thenv, than ibnie of them fall ofF, and

others clufe mp: and thus it continues flowering, expofmg it's beauties, and emitting itN

fweets to the m^ht, during the whole year. It is nearly as large as a fmall plum-tree, and

it's leaves rcfemblc thofe of the orai.gc. They arc commonly planted in the courts of the

houfes, for the advantage nf tb.i - (hade, and tlie benefit of their fmell, i^ the plcafantell

part of the natural day in this fervid climate.

Tne Portuguefe inhabitants of Goa are reprefcnted as idle, lafcivious and fo generally

tainted with the efftdls of unhallowed amours, that it is not eltcemed difgraceful tu fu/Tcr

in tills w<ry.

The Portuguefe arc ai<b luxurious and oftentatious; the rich are always attended by

(laves, who Itold umbrellas over their heads, to defend them from the fun. The women
nru loaded with jewels and rofaries of the precious metals, bracelets of gold, pearl-ncck-

lacetr ^nd lockets, and ear-rings of diamonds. Their Oiifts reach only to the waift, over

which a clofe jacket and a petticoat is worn. They have very rich flippers, but no

ilockings : their Ihape and features are rather agreeable { but as they arc clufely confined,

and but feldom luflcrcd to appear, they are aukward and bafhful. Their only amufc-

mcnts arc fiofring and playing on the lute; but they are notable hoiifcwivcs, and employ

themfclves both in the kitchen and confciSlionary : though, not withilanding they contri-

bute fo much to titc pt«afures of the ublc, they are fuldom permitted to fit at it when

there are any ftrangers. The children are TuiFcrcd to run about Uuked till they grow fo

\»'^ as to be afhamed of it tlicmfelvi.-":.

Butchers meat of all kinds is prohibited, except pork, on account of the Icannefs of

the cattle, the flefli of which is perfeiSl carrion. Fruits, greens, and roots, in their fe-

vcral feaio,!:^ with bread and rice, which arc extremely good, coiiUitutc the principal

parts of their food ; but at all times they indulge themfclves in candied and profcrvcd fruits.

They Have hogs and fowl in great plenty, and fomc pigeons i but the clergy engrofs moft

ofthefiflt, which is fearer, though thf fca is fo near-, and of thofe which are brought

to the market, no perfon muft prcfume to buy till the ecckTiadics arc lirft (ervedi fo

that the laity feldom get any til! it is unfit for ufc. All the wine drank here is brought

from Portugal, except tli;it which is drawa from the palm-tree, and both arc ufually

ilrjnk mixed with water. Arrack is made here in large quantities. All tho lower claflcs

«f t!'.c pijple, fuch as lifncrmcn, pcafants, and handicraftlmcn, feed on rice boiled in

water.
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water, with a rmatl quantity of falt-fifli, or pickled fruiti, and are glad to get fair water

'Co drink t and from this difterence of living, it is not extraordinary that the laity are ge«

nerally leAn and feeble, and the clergy fat, fleck, and healthy.

On the fame coafl, though not fo far fouihward, is Daman, a Portugaefit h&ory de.

pendent upon Goa both as to it's civil end ecclefiaftical government, the archbifliop of

Goa having a vicar-grncral here. The Portuguefe firft polTcfled therofcives of it in 1535,

but the natives recovered it from them} and they retook it in 1559, and have continued

maftcrs of it from that lime, though fevcral attempt* have been made to regain it; but it

has been fo ftrongly fortiflcd as to baffle the utmdl efforts of Indian power. Aurcng-

zebc beficged it about the middle of the laft century, with above forty thoufand men; but

the garrifon having in a fally attacked a part of his camp which was guarded by two

thoiirnnd elephants, thofe unweildy animals were (o terrified by the fire-arms, that they

turned upon the imperial army, and trampled down fuch numbers, that he raifcd the

iieg'*, and gave up all hopes of reducing the place.

Daman is fituated at the mouth of a river of it's own name, which, running through

die centre of the place, divides it into two parts, the Old and New Towns. The New
Town ibnds on the fouth-fide of the river, and is built in the Italian tafte, and mod of

the houfcs {land detached from others, and have orchards or gardens. 7'he build-

ing'; are tiled, but are feldom more than one ftory in height) the windows are of tranfpa-

rent fliell5, as at Goa. This New Town is about two miles in circumference, and is

defended by walls and four good baftions, with a fmall intrcnchment thrown up on the

fouth and cad fides } on the other two fides a branch of the river enters the ditch. I'hc

walls hav4 a platform, and two gates. The port is but fmall, and is formed by the river

between the two towns, but is quite dry at low-water} fo that no vefl'el can enter it but

with a flowing tide, and targe (hips only on the fpring-tides. I'he entrance of the port

is defended on the fide of the Old Town by a fmall fort of white-ftone, called 3t. Salva-

dore, which has three baftions.

The Old Tovim has been for many years in a manner deferted; nor is the New popu-

lous in proportion to it's extent : but 'lere is a manufadlure of filk carried on, as well as

in feveral villages and iflands belonging to it, which are tributary to the Portuguefe} and

thefe goods are carried for fale to Goa.

About eighteen leagues to the fouth of Daman is Baflaim, another fortified city be-

longing to. the Portuguefe. It is fituatv'i on a fmall ifland, feparated from the continent

by a rivulet. This city is alfo inclofed with walls about two miles in circumferenc*.

In the middle of it is a citadel } and here are three or four churcheSj, a college, an hofpt-

tal, and feme monafteries, convents, and other religious houfes. The trade of Bafliiim

is inconfiderable, as great part of it's wealth is buried in the churches, or lies in the

hands of indolent people, whofe anceftors having acquired fortunes, thry are content t»

enjoy them in eafe and luxitry, without giving thcmfelvet any concern aboat commerce,

or feeling any cumpaflion for the diftreflet of the bulk of the iahabiUJiiSt who ianguiOi

in povtfty for want of employment.

Tk
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The Portugttefe have alfo Cmail faAories, and fome trade at Bataeah and Barcelor, on

the Malabar coaft j both which places they frequent principally for the fupplies of ricr,

the principal food of the eaft} which they obtain in exchange for pearls, fruit, and other

produce of Arabia.

At Mangalort fiill more to the fouthward, they have a pretty confiderable fa£)ory, which

is defended by two fmall fortt. They have alfo a Church here, though but a very fmall con-

girgation of Portuguefe. The town it populous { but the inhabitants are chiefly nativea:

the road afibrds good anchorage for (hippijigt aodithe adjacent country is fruitful in corn}

tnd, towards the rifing-groaods, produces betel, fandaUwood, and foine pepper.

Though the city of Diu, the next Portuguefe fettlsment in confequeace to Goa« is

fituate on an ifland of the fame name in the Gulph of Cambaya; yet, as it is only fepa-

rated from the continent by a very narrow channel, we may confider it as a part of In-

doibn.

Diu ties in twentfdi^rces forty minutes north latitude, and the ifland is about three

miles long and one broad. The Portuguefe obtained poflcflion of it in 15 15, and have

kdded to it's natural ftrength very coofiderable fortifications. The city, which is by no

means fmall, is inclofed with a fioncwall, which has baftions well mounted with cannon

tt proper diftancesi The harbour is defended by two large caftles, from which upvrards

cf one hundred pieces of artillery can be brought to bear upon the entrance of it 1 and ta>

wards the fea, nature has fecured it by rocks and lofty cliffs : but Diu poffibflTes at prdent

only the itaadow of greatnefs. The numerous buildings of ftonc, and even marble,

ferve only as monuments of paft fplcndor : the Portuguefe which once filled them are

now chiefly withdrawn} the trade itfclf is fallen to decay; and what remains is chiefly in

the hands of the natives {though thefituat'onof Diu under more iaduftrious, and Icfs proud

»nd infolent mafters, might enable it to rival the mod flourifliing parts of India< Per-

haps the capitiition, and duties which are demandtd here fur the crown, though fcarce

amounting in the whole to twenty- thoufand pounds a year, may have contributed in no

fmall degT« to this decay.

Tranquebar, en the coifl: of Coromandel, is the only -fettlemcnt of the Danes in the

tmpirc of Imloftant It was firft rftahlifliH by permiflion of the king of Tanjore in

i6to, by a Daniflu admiral, who built a fort for it's pr6tc^>ioti ; in 11621 a purchafe was

made of the land on whit'h the fort refs and town had' been ere^kd, together wit+i a fmall

tnft of adjacent territory, from the fame monarchi The town is fituated in eleven de-

grees fixtccn minutus north latitude, nnd Is fomcwhat lefs than two miles m ciicumfc-

rmce, being furroundetf by a good wall faced with ftonc, and provJdtd with bafiionst

The principal ftreets are ftrafght, wtd©, and well built, though the houfcs are only of one

floor; theft arc the hahhations of the KutDpfano, for thofe of the na<ive«i arc much lefs

elegant and c«rtnnodiouJ. The Danes have formed a feminary here f«>r tht inflrudl4on of

youth ln»the PVtncflflnt'Chfiftian religion; and t> facilitate ft> laudable a woik, have had

«k Bible tranflatcd Into the Malabar tongue, and have mifllonsrifs difpcrfed in dtrtercnt

parts of t>ic country for the propagation of thi»f*i<h; though thefe arc vehemently oi»pe*fcd

I7 the Reman Catholic mtilDntries^ wivofc pnfWcts cojnitfting t:iore tA (heW ainl c«rc-
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tnoniols, if 'better calculated to malu proAtlytcs among the ignorant 2nd credulous In.

dinns. Here is alfo a printing* pire/», %ni itiilis for making paper, that no means may be

wantijig-tp' promulgate the religion of ChrilK About eighty years after this Ictilcauiit

had been made, a king of Tanjorc laid ilege to the city with an immcnfe army; but the

•garrifun defended thetafcives near Am months', till at length Mr. Pitt, then governor of

the Engliih fettlement of Fort St. George, fent a body of troops to the afliftance of the

befieged, and piievented the Indian army from becotning mafters of the place.

' Weihav* nowigonc'thrdugh all' thi European :fmlenknt«> in fthis ilnmenferempire; for

the Freneft, as has been already- obferved^ have no longer anjr pofleffions hferet and itwill

= iioir b^ expeAcd thar we flieuld give feme acceunt of tkofe kingdoms and provinces

whkh conripofff the empire of Indoftan, .and in which the fupreme government is (lili in

the hands of the native princes, or atkaft of fuch of them as have not ncceflarily been

defcribed in our hiftory of the emperors, and our flate of the rife and progrcfs of Euro-

'^an'fettlcment3,'and of fach'parts of others ashjavcoot been eimprehendcd in tbefe Je-

'fcriplions.

But the ihtecior parti of riiis'COMitry tare 'little 'firti|tiented{ and the only vifitors having

-been thofewho, tnducnl . by the profpefi of 'gain^ have ventured to penetrate the diihuit

' pTOvincel, the accounts obtained of tiKm ure defultory and doubtful, crouded with abfurdi.

-ttei,and icpletewith fidions : we ihall not, therefore, attempt accurate defcriptions, orim-

poife on our readers the fabulous talei of *&uai or pKtcndei travellers, as authentic narra-

. lives }) but ihali feleA from thofelvholappear moft worthy of credit, Aich circnmftances as

feem t6 be foanded in truth, and adding them topriwate cotfununiaitions, form the beft

account of which fuch information will admit.

The moft northern province of the empire is Labor, of which little more than the

name is known: it's capital ii faid to be fitttate in thirty-two degrees of nofth'tatitudei it

is defcribed as having been the vef^^cQce of the chiefof the Patau nation, the ancient con-

<)iierors of Indoftan, and to be adorned with moTques, baths, and other public buildings

nfual in the Eaft. The ancient palace is alfo reported to be ftill ftandingi and from hence

it is aflcrtcd a road is continued to Agra, at the diftance of upwards of one hundred and

fifty leagues, which is regularly laid out and planted with ull trees, which afford a de-

lightful (hade to the traveller, who alfo finds convenient caravanferas for refrefhment at

proper diftances, and pillars with direfUons to guide him on his way.

Caflimire, another of the northern provinces of this empire, i» divided by Mount Cau-

caufus, from Tartary, and is but of fmall extent, not exceeding, according to the beft

accounts, one hundred miles in length, and thirty or forty in breadth i but it is eminently

blefled with falubrity of air and fertility of foil, and abounds with all the neceflaries,

oioft of the conveniences, and many of the luxuries of life. It is almoft inclofcd with

mountains, which rife by gentle afoents, the lower parts affording pafture for innumer-

able herds of cattle, and (belter for amazing quantities of game) the higher .parts of the

- hills are cloathed with tall trees in eternal verdure, and the fununits crowned with fnow,

which, melting in the fummer, falls in a variety of ftreams and rivulets into the plain,

which tbey contribute to fectilixe aad tefreibi and, ujuUflg in one river, it takes the name

«f
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of Ch|ena9, :4ifKl f^^^n^iiito ijie Indus, feryei t««9nvcy,the produca and manufti^lurci of

the country to the fea-coaft; from whence they are, trant'iMrted to the various iparts of In-

dia, aid find' their way to the wcftern world.

The- plain is thlpielyfct with villages, interfperfed with corn>fie]ds, plantations of fruit-

trees, and groves of evergreen ihrubs: the choice^ hooey is gathered in the woods, which

alfo %iFor4 f great vwoty^of wood, for orn^nieotali work and varnidtingi which is one

brancii of the bufinefs carried on int,litis province. B.tMithey hi|ve »lfo a confiderablema-

nufat^ture of (ha>i)8, ; whichiue compoied of diifcrent mMeriAls,;. fpme of the wool of the

prtivi(>ce, fonw of the gontArWOol of Thibet, and fonieiof both^ with a mixture of canick

hair. Thefe goods are madcT in pieces from a yard 9nd an half to two yards long, and

from one yard to a yard and a quarter in breadth, and are fold, according tQ their fioencfs,

from five .pounds- ftfri^g. tt) fifteen. Thefe Ah/Ts compofe a part of the wint!er-drefs of

both l«xe$, being tbrowni pv«r their heads and,ibouUitrs. They are now. well luiowi) in

Eur^v 4nd are worn by/many Englifl) ladies of diftinAion, QOt on their heads, but by

way (^ handkerchief ov^r theic necks.

The lop* of the oiQunuins rife above the clouds, and the various frafons.of the year

are experienced in afcen Jing them. They have a traditional ftory here, of on( of the Mogul
emperors, -who, defirous of enjoying the pure air od the,tMi7unit of thefe nM>uptain8,^de-

tcrmifed ip ascend then> with, a grand retinuei jwho,(as well the ladies who accpn^papied

him, were mounted on el^pha^tS} ,h4t|thci fqir^mpO; o| thefe uQweildy beafts, taking fright

at thp profpcA of a precipice^, fell back :Upon th<i,ne»|, and the. path b^ingitoQ narr'^w to

admit of their turning, many of thefe aninruls, with their unfortunate riders, .wrtc tum-

bled back the fteep afcent, and both periihed.

The inhabitants are chiefly Mahon|ietaits, of ccnnplexions nearly as clear as Europeans,

and reauul^ablc for Uvelinefs,, ingenuity, and induftry; the women are fo beautiful, that

the barams of diftant chiefs are fupplicd from this province.

The capital city of this province is of the fame name, and lies to the northward of a

lake through which the river Chcnas pafles, a branch of which divides the town, which

ii united by means of two bridges. Some of the former emperors have at times reftded

in this city, where they. had a palace, with delightful gatdens, and wat«r difpofcd in foun-

tains, and canals fa^ed with Aonei they had alfo a fu^nmer retreat in one of the

Diany iflands which are difperfcd in different parts of the lake.

The city is unfortified, and is about three miles in length, and half that breadth i the

houfes are moftly of tifnber,, and, contrary to the uAial manner of building in the Eaft,

two or three ftorics high; and as the place is chiefly inhabited by the opulent, the neigh-

bouring grounds are laid out in gardens and plantations, and the hilts, which rife within

two miles of it, aflord a romantic proCpe£\ of groves of tall trees, and crag)>y rocks, it\-

terfperfcd withmofques, fummer-houfes, and other buildings of ufcand ornament.

The province of Scindy ftretches along the banks of the Indu<:, on which river the na-

vigation is carried on ii\ flat^bottomed vciTels, denominated Kiftie^, which have only one

maft and a fquare-fail. The holds of thefe veflcls are feparated into different apartments,

each of which is kt for the voyage which the vdTd i> intended to perform, to a different
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merchant or trader; the ^eck being occupied by a common kitchen, tnd ettfer convenieflt

offices for the ufe of the pafTengers and boatmen.

This province produces vaft quantities of grain, and particularly rice, the overHowins

of the river enriching the land, which rewards the hufbandman's toil with crops which

feldom fait. Thofc parts which are more remote from the river, and approach the hills

•aflbrd lapis lazuli, feveral forts of dTugs, a fmall quantity of unwrought filk, and a larger

t)f cotton; which latter is manu'lbdtured here into chintzes, calicoes, and muflins.

The inhabitants are alfo ingenious ivory-turners, and make a confiderable quantity

of fine lacquered ware : they are moftly Gentoos; though the nabob, and all the officers

of government, are followers of the d'oArines of Mahomet.

The city of Tatta Is the capital of this province, and the refidence of the nabob; it

is fttuated about two miles from the Indus, from whenct it is plentifully fupplied with

'water by feveral canals. The palace and gardens of the nabob are defcribed as magnifi-

cent and pleafant • and it is defended by a citadel furniflied with cannon, and has bar-

racks for feveral thoufand foldiers, and proper accommodations for horfe as well as foot.

About a league from Tatta are imany large tombs, the burying places of fome of the an-

cient kings of Scindy.

The province of Cambaya, or Guserat, extends from nineteen degrees fifteen minutet,

to near twenty-five degrees of north latitude, being upwards of one hundred and thirty

leagues front eaft to weft, aMd one hundred from north to fouth. It is in a great meafure

a peninfula, having the bay of Scindy on the north-weft, and the bay of Cambaya on tlie

fouth -eaft.

The governor, or viceroy of the province, refides at Amadabad,' which lies between

forty and fifty leagues to the north\vard of Surat, in twenty-three degrees thirty minutes

inorth latitude, in a delightful plain '4ratered by a ftream which falls into the Indus, and,

like that river, overflows it's banks in the fummer. THistity i^'ftveral miles in circum-

'fcrencc, and is furrounded by a -wall defended by'towcrs, and having twelve gatts for

entrances to the city. The principal ftrcets are wide, and the Royal Squar'e of grtat

extent, and planted at the fides Writh rows of lofty trees. Here are alfo a palace, once

occafionally inhabited by the emperor, but now occupied by the viceroy, and feveral

mofques, caravanferas, and other public buifdlrtgs: one oK the mofques is celebrated for

the magnitude and elegance of jt's' conftrufVibii; and is muc'h refotted to on FridayN

when particular fervices are performed ^n it {'from whence it'|ias obtained the name pf

'the Friday's Mofque. It Hands on elevated ground, the aftient io it being macje eafy by

a grand flight of fieps; before it is a quadrangular cloyl^er, or Coloniide, four hundred

and twenty feet in length, and three hundred and fixty in breadth. The mofque has

twelve domes, and in the' mldft^s'^n open 'fquare« '"'.\

The gardens belonging to the paLice arefituatc on the ht^ki'ot the river without the

walls, and are planted with fruit-trees of the. various delicibu|1i:inds ^hich are the pro-

duflionsof this climate. The form of tbefc gardens is amphithjea^ric, aiid the afccnt is di-

vided by feveral terraces above each other; the higheft commands a delightful profpeft of

the city and the neighbouring villages. Many prlvat« houfcs having alfo fpacibui gar-

;.-i;r
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^nf, with groves of trees and plantations of evergreens ; the whole place has, at a little

diftance, the peculiarly pleafing appearance uf fcattcrcd villas in the country.

According to the ufual cuftotn of the caft, the tombs of the ancient kings or princes of

this country, are found at Serqueck, a village about two leagues from Amadabad. I'hefe

tombs are fquarc-archcd buildings of ftone, having each three arches below, and fcvcral

/mailer ones above: they are of diiFercnt fizes, but ranged in regular order; and the center

of the area, which is furrounded by thefe buildings, is ornamented with a dome.

Cambaya, another city of the fame province, is fituate at the bottom of the bay of that

nnmr, in 23 degrees of north latitude. It is nearly of the fame fize as Amada-

baii, furrounded by a wall and defended by towers ; it has, alfo, an ancient caftle, but at

prefent of no very confiJerable ftrength. The fuburbs are very extenflve, and the inha-

bitants enjoy the benefit of many dclightfully-pleafant public gardens. The buildings

are chiefly compofcd of bricks dried in the fun ; and moft of the ftreets are wide, hand'

fomc, and rr>gular : but the trade is much decreafed, and it is at prcfent but very thinly in-

habited. Here was formerly a Gentoo hofpital for lame, maimed, and difeafcd beafts,

which is now in decay ; but the place is infeftcd with an innumerable hoft of monkeys of

different fizes and kinds, which arc ftd and proteAcd by the Brahmins, and othercafls of

Gentoos. The neighbourhood of Cambaya is remarkable for immenfe numbers of pea-

cocks, which are eafily taken in the :iight, by a device, fimilar to that ufed In catching

fmall birds in England: the fowler here carries a lighted torch at the end of a long (lafF,

which he raifes among the branches of the trees where the peacocks rooft) who, ftretching

out their long necks towards the light, aredifcovered by the fowlers affiftants, who throw

noofes over them, and fo draw the unfortunate captives to the ground. The flefli of thefe

birds is much admired in this country, though it is neither fo white or fo firm as that of

the turkey.

Vifiapour, the capital of a kingdom of the fame name, is fituate to the eaft of the terri-

tory formerly pofleflcd by the defcendants of Angria, in 17 degrees 35 miautes north lati-

tude, on the banks of the river Mendeva. This city, which is very large, is faid tu be

furrounded with high walls fix miles in circumference, and to be defended by a thoufand

pieces of cannon: without the walls are feveral fuburbs of fuch extent as to render the

whole circuit of buildings little lefs than fifteen miles. In the midft of the town is

an ancient palace, encorapafied by a double ditch three miles in circumference : the

houfes are chiefly built of reeds, and covered with draw } and the doors are fo low that they

cannot be entered without flooping. This kingdom was tributary to the Emperor of In-

doftanj though, like moft of the other provinces of that empire, the government is now
ufurped by the defcendants of the former governors, who have in a great meafure nnoun-
ced their allegiance to the Imperial crown. Some of the inhabitants work in gold and
other mctals} and others are manufadlurcrs of cotton or filkj and fell thefe goods princi-

pally to European agents, who go there to buy them: others trade in diamonds and other

precious ftones } but their merchants are not in general opulent. Confidcxable quantities

of pepper are produced in the neighbouring country, which is moftly purchaied on ac-

count of the Dutch.

SO The
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The kingdom of Calicat \t of confiderable extent; and the ctpital, of the fame nam?

,

is fituate to the fouth of Tellicherry, in 1 1 degrees 12 minutes north latitude. The fovc«

reign, (for it is an independent ftate) though formerly tributary to the Emperor of Indodan,

b-ari the title of Zamorin, or Samorin, which aifo imports Imperial authority: he is

cftecmed the moft powerful among the Malabar princes; and is reported- to be capable of

bringing an hundred thoufand men into the field. This kingdom is fruitful in pepper,

has abundance of cocoa-trees, fandal-wood, iron-wood, and timber for builUing, and foms

precious ftoncs: it is alfo fo famous for producing cotton cloth, that Calico, the prin-

cipal manufaAure of cotton, takes the name of this country, firom whence immcnfe quan-

tit'es are exported to almoft all parts of the world. le abounds with all the ani-

mals common to Indoftan; and in partioular with monkies of uncommon Hzes, who
exercife their agility in leaping from tree to tree, to the aftoniflmient of the traveller.

Among many ftrange cuftoms attributed to the inhabitants of this kingdom, it is aflerted,

that when the Samorin marries, he is precluded ftt>m any intercourfe with his bride till the

chief prieft has enjoyed hct) an office for which he is rewarded with fivehundred crowns, and

is at liberty to detain her three nights, if he thinks proper; and Ais is confidered as a dedi-

cation to the God ihe worihips, by this his reprefentative. The like cuAom is alfo faid to

prevail on the marriage of the nobles, who pay the clergy for performing the fame friendly

office: the daughters of the nobles arc alfo allowed to marry a number of hufbands. But

of this cuAom we have already given a particular account in another part of the empire of

Indoftan.

The city of Calicut is reported to be three leagues in circumfinence, but is not walled (

k is fuppofed to contain ireiii five to fix thouiand boufcs, moft of which are placed at

diftancefr from each otbir, <b as to allow the convenience of gardens: the houfe of a mer-

chant is faid not to coft above five pounds fterling ; and that of a common labourer, or

mechanic, not mote than a tsndv port of that fum; they are chiefly bnilt of large bricks

dried in the fun, and are feldom above icven or eight feet high.

We have already ob&rved, that the Portuguefr landed here in 1498> iriien they firft dif-

coveted India, by doubling the Cape of Good Hope> In 1 714, a difpute arofe between rtie

Sovereign of this country and the Dutch; and a war enfued, which was carried on till they

compellid the monarch to eonfcnt to aa allowance of a duty to them out of all the pep-

per which fiiould be exported out of his country for ever.—The Engliflt have a hiStoTy at

this place, and export from it pepper, calicoes, and other Indian goods. The French had

alfoa trade here till they were difpoflcfled of all their fettlements on this continent.

Travellers have given accounts of the entertainments made by the prince and chief of the

Malabar coaft, and particularly the fovereign of Calicut; which, accordingtothereprefenta-

tions made of them, are fometimes attended with efSe&s aa extraordinary as the occafion which

can induce an Indian fovereign to feaft his fobje^ts, and which rauft be fome very propitious

event. But when any fuch happens, the inhabitants of the territory arc invited, but not

to partake of a coftly dinner, the expence arifing more from the quantity than the quality

«f tbeprovifionr, which confift principally of rice and the grain called dholl, rendered pa-

latable by the addition of turmeric, cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables, all extremely cheap ;

and
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mi M their liquor ii only pure water, no cMcefs can be admitted in thii way : but they

are by no means temperate in their meal} on the contrary, it is not uncommon for fome

•f the gueftii, tempted bv the elccmofynary treat, to furcharge their ftonuchs with this inno-

cent food, and adually to die of repletion. And To far is this fatal confequencc from ex-

citing horror, that ic is ufual to eftimate the hofpitality and magnificence of the lord of

the feaft, by thenumber« who loft their lives in partaking it.

The country of the Rajah of Sarim Hatam, which lies at the back of the kingdom of

Calicut, is faid to be hitherto unfubdued, and to be governed by it's native chiefs. Neither

the country, or the manners and cuftomt of the inhabitants, are much known ; but among
the reports propagated concerning:thc latter, it is faid they never carry on an ofTenfive war,

and when they are compelled to adt on the defirnrive,.they avoid putting their enemies to

death; inftcad of whichs their warriors are trained to a particular dexterity of cutting ofF

the nofes of their opponents in battle : and the dread of this deformity has proved fufficient

to keep them free from the attacks of their neighbours; who,, we may hence fuppofe, are not-

much addi£ted to martial exploits.

We have now compleated our view of the empire of Ladoftan,and have availed ourfelvcs

of all the lights which have been thrown on fo difficult a fubjet^ by writers of all denomi-

nations
i-

as well as of the information which could be gathered from private correfpon>

dences, and manufcripts : yet in » country fo remote, fo varioufly governed,, and which'

has been in fo fluctuating a ibte almoftevcr fince the European powers vifited it's coafts, it

is impoflible to arrive at abfolute certainty in the accounts of the civil governments, and

the precife manners of tke people. We can only flatter ourfelves,. that a more accurate

ftate of both, is not to be found in any writer of a modern or more ancient date ; and tha(

the Eurc^ean intereftt have been diftinguiflied with fidelity and perfpicuity.

But between the empire of Indoftanand that of China, lies xvaft trad of country, knowi>

generally by the defcription of India btyend the Gangts ; but divided into many kingdoms^

dominions, and governmentt ; and of thefe we are now to treat diftin£lly, and lay before

our readers the beft accounts which can be colieAed,of nations little known, and countries

of which travellera have either ^>oken flight!y>or fomarvcloufly,.that it is not an eafy mat-
ter to diflinguiO) truth from fidion..

The kingdom ot Thibet has been known by that name ever fince the twelfth and thir-

teenth centuries; yet had never been properly explored by any Europeans, till a very late

period : fome ftraggling miflionaries,of the begging orders, had, indeed, at different timcs^

penetrated into various parts of the country; but their obfervations, diiC(5led by ignorance

and fuperftition, and confined to a narrower fphere, could give no ideas,. but fuch as were

either ill-founded or imperfect. Since thefe, the Jefuits have given the world a fliort account

of this country, colle^d, with their ufual pains and judgment,.from Tartar relations y
which, as far as they go, feem to be tolerably juft.

This country commonly pafles in Bengal under the name of Boutan : it lies to the

northward of Indoftan, and is all along fcparated from it by a range of high and fteep moun-
tains, properly a communication of the great Caucafus, which liretches from the ancient

Media, and the ihores of the Cafpiaa Sea, round the north-caA frontiers ef Perila, to Can-
dahac
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dahar and Caflamire ; and th?n«, continuing it's courff more caftcrlv, frtrms tlie preat

northtrii barrier to the various provinces of the Mogul empire; aiidcnd.-, as we have realon

to bclifvo, in AfT.ini or China. This Oupenddus Tartar bulwark hjil ivcr been hcIJ im-

pafl'ablc by the Mogul-, and other MulFulman-conqucrors of India ; and although in the

valleys lying between the lower mountains, which run out perpendicular to the main rid^e,

there refide various Indian people, whom they had occafionally made tributary to their

power; yet they had never attempted a folid or permanent dominion over them. It was

on occaflon of a difputed fucreflion between the heirs of one of the Rajahs, or petty fv)vc-

rcigns of thofe people, that the Boutaners were called down from their mountains, to the

afllilancc of the parties ; and the Englifh government, in Indoftan, engaged on the oppolitc

fide. The party aflided by them did not fail in the end tr ,irevail; and, in the cwurfe of

this little war, two people became acquainted, who, though they were near nci^;;hb(jiirs,

were equally ftrangers to each other. At the attack of a town called Cooch Debar, the

Englifh troops and the Buutancrs Hril met; and nothing could exceed their mutual fur*

prize in the rencounter. The Boutaners, who had ncvfcr encountered in the plains any

other than the timid Gentoos, flying naked before them, faw, for the firft time, a body of

men uniformly cloathed and accoutred, moving in rec;ular order, and led on by men of

complexion, drefs, and features, fuch as they had never beheld before: the management of

the artillery, and the inccflant Hrc of the mufquetry, was beyond any idea which they could

have conceived of it. On the other hand, the Engl ifli found themfelvcs on a fudden en-

gaged with a race of men, unlike all their former opponents in India; uncouth in their

appearance, and fierce in their alTauIt ; wrapped up in furs, and armed with bows and

arrows, and other weapons peculiar tothemfelves.

The place was carried by the Englifh troops ; and a great man) articles of the fpoil,fucli

as arms, cloathing, and utenllls of various forts, images in clay, in gold, in filvcr, and in

enamel, were fent down to Calcutta; all which appeared perfectly Tartar, as they are re*

prefentcd in the relations and drawings of travellers ; and there were, befides, feveral pieces

of Chinefc paintings and manufaflures. Whilft thofe things continued to be the fubje^t

ef much converfation and curiofity to the Europeans in Bengal, the fame of the Britifh

exploits in the war had reached the court of Thibet, and awakened the attention of

T:iyflif)o-Lama ; who (the Delai-Lama being a minor) was then at the head of the ftatc.

Tlic Dah-Teiriah, or Deb-Rajah, as he is called in Bengal, (who rules immediately over

the Boutaners, and had engaged them in the war) being a feudatory of Thibet, the Lama

thought it proper to interpofe his good offices ; and in confequence fent a perfon of rank to

H Miga1, with u letter and prefcnts to the governor, to folicit a peace for the Dah, as his

vafl'ai and dependant.

Mr. Mailings, the governor, not only determined the firft moment of this application,

to gr.Tnt a peace at the mediation of the Lama, on the moft moderate and equitable terni<,

but he propofk d in council, to fend a perfon in a public chara(5ler to the court o( Tayfhuu-

Lama, to negotiate a treaty of commerce between the two nations, and to explore a coun-

try and people hitherto fo little known to Europeans. An approved fcrvant of the Com-
j}:iny, whofe abilities and djfpofition rendered him every way qualified for fo hazardous

and



I N D O 8 T A M. 4*5

mti unreaiiiiAii nuflont w$$ pirchcd on, and penetrated, in (pita of many diflcultict,

CD the center of Thibet \ reCdcd fevrral montbe al the court of Taytboo-Lama, and re-

turned to Calcutta, after an abiience of fifteen oionthi : on the whole, having executed

his commiiBon to the entire fatiifadion of the adoiiniftrationiand from hit account* of

tbi* country, the following particuiiirs are chiefly collected.

Tbi« gentleman divides the tcrritorici of the Delai-Lama into two different parte. That
which lies immediately contiguous to Bengal, and which is called by the inhabitants Dqq-
po, be diftinguilhea by the name of Boutan » and the other, vrhich extends to the north-

ward, as far as the frontiers of Tartary, called by tbe natives PQ, he (liles Thibet.

Boutan is ruled by tl. : Dah-Terrieh, or Deb-Rajfih, as hath been already remarked. \t

is a country of lleep and inacceffible mountains, whole fummit* are crowned with e<er>^

al fnow} but they ire interlciSltd with deep valleys, through wl)K:h poMr numbcrlefs tor-

rents, that increafe in their coHrfei and at laft, g»ioing the plains, lofe th^'mfelves in the

great rivert of Bengal. Thefe mountains are covered down their fides with forefts of

fiately trees of various forttj fome of the fir and pine kinds, known in Europe) others

fuch u arc peculiar to the country and climate. I'be valleys and fides of the hills, which

admit of Qultivation, are not unfruitful, but produce crops of wheat, barley, and rice.

The inhabitants are a ftout and warlike people,, of a copper complexion i in ilae rather

above the middle Europesn ftaturet hjifty and quarrelfomcin their umper, 9nd addided to

the uk of fpirituous liquort> but honeft in their dealings, robbery by violence being a|«

moll unknown among them* The chief city is Taip;y Seddein, fituufd on the rivfr

Patchoo. Thibet begins properly from the top of the great ridge of the Caucafus, and

extends from tbence in breadth to the confines of Great Tartary i and, perhaps, to iSme

of the dominions of the Ruffian empire The fummit of the Boutan mountains being

once attained, you do not defcend in an equal proportion on the fide of Thibeti but, con-

tinuing ftill on a very elevated bafe, traverfe rallies which are wider and not fo deep

aithc former, and mountains that are neither fo ftcep,. nor apparently fo high. On the

ether hand, it is repreficnted a« a moft bare and defolate country : the woods, which

eve7 where cover the mountains in Boutan, are here totally unknown} and, except a fisir

ftraggling trees near the villages,, nothing of the kind is to be (eta. The climate is ex«

ticaiely fevere and rude. At Ghamnanning, where the ambafliulor from the£ngli0i.

company wintered, though it is in latitude 31 degrees, 39 minutes, only 8 degicea

to the northward of Calcutta, he often found the thermometer in his roooi at

29 degree* under the freesing point, by Fahrenheit's fcale^ and in the middle of

April the Handing waters were all frozen,, and heavy fliowers of fnow perpetually fell.

This, no doubt, muft be owing to the great elevation of the country, and to the vaft

feaen fpace over which the north-wind blows uninterruptedly, from the pole through

tkevad dcfarts of Siberia and Tartary,. till it is flopped by this formidable wall.

The ThibctaiM are of a fraaUcr fise than their feuthcrn neighbours, and of nlefs ro-

buft make: their complexions are alio fairer} and many of them have even a ruddinefa-

uk their countenances unknown in the other climates of the eaft. They appear to have,

quite Ttttwr ftct*) are of • mild and chcarful temper, and the higher nusJu polite and

5,E entcr-
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entertaining in converration, in which they never mix either ftrainej eemplimenti or Hat-

trry. The common people, both in Boutan and Thibet, are cloathed in coarfe woollen

ftufFi of their own manufaAurc, lined with fuch (kint ai they can procure ( but the bet-

•ter orders of men are draflcd in European doth, or China filk, lined with the fineK Si.

berian fur*. The ambaflador from the Deb>Rajah, in his fummer drefs at Calcutta, ap.

peared exa£)ly like the figures feen in Chineie paintings, with the conical hat, the tunic

-of brocaded filk, and light boots. The Thibetan, who brought the firft letter from the

i^ama, was wrapped up from head to foot in furs. The u(e of linen is totally unknown

among them> The chief food of the inhabitants is the milk of their cattle, prepared in<

to cheefe, butter, or mixed with flour, of a coarfe barley, or of peas, the only grain

-which their foil produces } and even theie articles are in a fcanty proportion : but they are

furniflied with rice and wheat from Bengal, and other countries in their neighbourhood.

They are alfo fupplied with filh from the rivers in their own, and the neighbouring pro>

vinces, falted, and fent into the interior parts. They have no want of animal food, from

the cattle, fheep, and hogs, which are raifed on their hills) and are not dellitute of game,

though it is not fuppofed to be abundant. They have a fingalar method of preparing

their mutton, by expofing the carcafe entire, after the bowels are taken out, to the fun and

'bleak northern winds, which blow in the months of Auguft and September, without froft,

and fo dry up the juices and parch up the (kin, that the meat will keep uncorruptcd for

the year round. This they generally eat raw, without any other preparation ; and the am-

bafladoi' from the Englilh company was often regaled with this difli, which, however un-

palatable at firft, he fays he Mfierwards preferred to mutton juft killed, which was gene-

Tally lean, tcnigh, and rank. It was alfo very common for the head men in the villages

•through which he pafled, to nuke him prefents of flieep fo prepared, fet before him on

their legs as if they had been alive, which at firft had a very odd appearance.

The religion and political conftitution of this country, which are intimately blended

with each other, would make a chapter of confiderable length in it's hiftory { but the in-

telligence we can gather is too incomplcat to afford a regular fyftem of them, either fepa-

rately or united. At prefent, and ever fince the expulfion of the Eluth-Tartars, the

kingdom of Thibet is regarded as depending on the empire of China, which they call

Cathay ; and there aAually refide two mandarines, with » garrilbn of a thoufand Chinefe,

A Lahafla, the capital, to fupport the government; but their power does not extend far:

and in faA, the Lama, whofe empire is founded on the fureft grounds, perfonal afPeAion

and religious reverence, governs every thing internally, with unbounded authority. Every

body knows that the Dclai-Lama is the great object of adoration, for the various tribes of

hrathen Tartars who roam through the vaft tnSt of continent which ftretchet from the

banks of the Volga to Correa on the fea of Japan; the moft extenfivc religious dominion,

perhaps, on the face of the globe. He is not only the fovereign pontilF, the vicegerent

of the Deity on earth ; but, as fuperftition is ever the ftrongeft where it is moft removed

from it's objeA, the more remote Tartars abfolutely regard liim as (he Deity himrdf:

(hey believe him immortal, and endowed with all knowledge and virtue. Every year

ithcy come from different parts, to worihip and make rich ofllerings at his ihrinej even the

Emperor
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Cm^rar of China, who U a Manchou Tartar, doet not fail in acknowledgmentt to him

in hi* religioui capacity) and aAually entertains, at a great expence, in the palace of Pe-

ctin, an inferior Lama deputed at his nuncio from Thibet. It is even reported that many

of the Tartar chiefs receive certain prcfents, confiding of fmall portions of that from him

which is ever regarded in all other pcrfons as the moft humiliating proof of human na-

ture, and of being fubjcA to it's laws { and treafure it up with great reverence, in geld

boxes, to be mixed occafionalty in their ragouts. It is, however, but juftice to declare,

that our ambafliidor totally denies the truth of this report, which he apprehends may have

arifen from a cuftom of the Lama to diftribute frequently little balls of confecrated flour,

like the pain htiit of the Roman Catholics, which the fuperftition and blind credulity of

•his Tartar votanrics, may afterwards convert into what they pleafe. The orthodox opi-

nion is, that when the Grand Lama feems to die, either of old age or of infirmity, his

foul, in fa£i, only quiu an adual craxy habitation, to look for another younger or better i

and it is difcovered again in the body of fame child, by certain tokens, known only to

4ke Lama or priefts, iu which order he always appears. The prefent Delai-Lama is a

youth, and was difcovered fome years ago in the perfon of an infant, by the Tay-

ihoo-Lama; who, in authority and fan^ity of charadter, is next to him, and confequent-

ly, during the other's minority, tSki as chief. Tiie Lamas, who form the moft nume-

rous, as well as the moft powerful body in the ftate, have the priefthood entirely in their

hands, and befides fill up many monaftic orders, which are held in great veneration

among them. Celibacy feems not to be pofitively enjoined to the Lanus, but tt is held

indifpenfable for both men and women who embrace a religioua lifc} and. Indeed, their

celibacy, their living in communities, their doyfters, their fervice in the choirs, their

firings of beads, their fafts, and their penances, give them fo much the air of Chriftian

Monks, that it is not furprizing an illiterate capuchin Aould be ready to hail them bro-

thers, and think he can trace the features of St. Francis In every thing about them. It

is an old' notion that the religion of Thibet is a corrupted chriftianity i and even Father

Difcderii, a Jefuit, (but not of the Chincie mifion) who viTited the country about the be*

ginning of this century, thinks he can itfolve all their myfteries into ourt) and aflerts,

with a true myftical penetration, that they have certainly a good notion of the Trinity,

fince they as often addrefs the Deity in the plural, as in the iingular, and with their rofa-

rits pronounce thefe words, *Om, ha, hum.' The truth is, that the religion of Thi-
bet, from whence foeverit fpning, is pure and Ample in it's fource, conveying exalted no-

tions of the Deity, with no contemptible fyftem of morality: but in it's progrefs it has

been greatly altered and corrupted by the inventions of worldly men } a fate the lefs extra-

ordinary in a fyftem of error, as we know that of truth has been fubjcA to the fame. Po-

lygamy, at leaft, in the fenfc we commonly receive the word, is not in praAice among
them; but it eicifts, in a manner ftill more repugnant to European ideas, in the plurality

of huAiande, whidi is firmly cftabUflied, and highly refpeAed there ; and appears to be

founded in policy, if not in necefity. In a country where the means of fubfifting a family

are not eafily found, it may not tctm unnatural to allow a fet of brothers to agree in

raifing one, which it to be nuuntaiiwd by their joint cftbrts. It is ufual in Thibet for the

brothers
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brstbtrt in iha fHuilf lo htve ft wife in cnoimon { and tScf gcnar«lty Uvt in gttttli«nMn«
and comfort with her) cot but that rometimet little diflenfiona will arifc, (at may beaKft-
in rMmiiies conftituted upon diffcivnt principles (} an inflanccof wnich is mentioned hy
the ambaiiladur» in the cafe of a modcft and virtuous ladjr, the wife of half a dosen of the

Ta7ihoo>Lama's nephew* ( who complained to the uncle, thitt the twoyoungcft of her

buibancli did not furnilh that (hare of Icve and benevolence (o Cht comoMui ftock) which
duty and religion required of them. In fliort* however llrange tliis cuftom may appear to

MS* it it an undoubted fed that it prevails in Thibet^ in the manner above defcribedi

The manner of Itcftowing their dead is alfo iuijular : they neither pui them in the

ground like the Eurupeant} nor burn them like the Gentoot} but expofc them on the

Mcak pinnacle of fume neigh bouiing mountain,, to be Ctvoured by wild beafts and birds

of prey, or wraftedawfy by time *ai the viciffitudes of weather. I'hcfc mangled car-

cafin and bleached boom lie fcattered about^ and, amidft this fcaie of horror, fome miftr-

cblw old wretch, man or woitan, loft to all feelings but thofe of Cupcrftition, generally ftu

up an abode, to perform ^e difrtal oAce of receiving rhe bodisa^ aligning ea«h a plan,

and gathering up the rcmaii:^ ^irhen too widelw difperfed..

The religion of Thibet^ a "tugh it is in many of it's prinoipal dodrities totally repug*

sunt to that of the fir«nini,. cr of India; yet in others it haa tk great affinity to it : tht

Thibetans have, kt iaflanci^ a great venerMion f»r the cow), bttt they transfer it wholly

from the common rpccies,to that which bears the tails,. of which wefhall fpeak hereafter.

They alfo highly refped the waters of the Gangea, the iburoe of wMchitbey believe to he

in Htaveni and one of the firft effeAs which the treaty with the Lama produced, wai ui

npplication to the Governor-general for leave to build a place of worihip on it*i banks.

This, it may be imi^ined, was not refufed) and a fpet of ground ««a aAually aiB)[ned

for thac pturpofe, about two or three miles from C&kutta. On iho other hand, the fuji>

nia&o, or Indian pilgrhaa, often vifit Thibet as a hdy places and th« LaaM always inter-

tains a body of two w tiirce hund.'rd in his pay. The refiileace of tbt Dalai-Lama is st

Pateli, a vaft palacv on a mountain near the banks of the Barampooier*. aiKiut feven miics

. from LahaflTa. The Tayihoo~Lama ha* fevcral palacea or caiUesj in on* of which the

ambaflkdor above-mentioned lived with him ifive month*. He niprcfents the Lama as one

of the moft amiable as well u% intelligetu men he ever knevk-; nB»iiir«ining his rank with

the utmoft mildnefs of authority, atid living sa the greatti? pwfity «>>' manners,, without

iiiXo't(% or affectation. Every ;.hing within the gatM bruathctl paacc, order, ami dignified

clei^4ncir. I'he caftle is of ftone or Wrick, with many couria, lofty kalb, terracfs, and

f.orticcesi but the apartments arc ii; general gloomy, eiid highly ifiniflied in th<; Chincfe

ftile, with gilding, painting, and varntih. There tut two oonvsnieiKes to which they

are utter ftrangers, fiair-'cafes and «ind«>ws: thcic i* noacoeft to th« upper-room but

by ladders of wood or iront sod for windows-they hawe only kola in the citiiagt, with

penthuufe covers, contrived fo a* to (hut up on the %»tather»fidir. Firing is f* <c«rce, that

little i« ufed but for culinary pu«pofe*{ and they truftaltofj^crfiM warmth in tlk-^ir heufes,

to their furs, and other cloathing I'hei Lama, who is csmplettly convcrfant in what rC'<

gardt Twtary, China; and all the kitsgdonris in the eaft, WM exceedingly inquifttive about

Europe,
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Kuropf, it's 3oI!tlcs, taws, arts and fcicnccs, government, commc rce, and military flrrnf^th :

en all which heads the Britifh envoy cn'ieavoured to fatisfy him; and a«S^ual!y coin|>ilcd

(or his fcr-. ice a brief (late of Europe, in the language of Indoflan, which he ordered to

be tranflatcd into that of Thibet. The Lama being born at Latack, a frontier province,

next Cafll'mlre, is fully mader of the Indoftan language, and always converfcd in it with

the envoy: but the people, who are pcrfuaded he underftands all language*, believed he

fpolce to him in Englifli, or, as they call it, the European tongur. The Ruffian empire

was the only one in Europe known to him : he has a high idea of it's riches and ftrcn^>t!),

and hai heard uf it's wars and fucccfs againft the empire of Rome (for fo he calls the

7'urkifh Uatei) but could not conceive it could be in any wife a matcL forCathny. M.my
of thcTartarfubjcitsofRuflia come to Thibet; and the Czar has even at varicus tinus lent

letters and prcfints to the Lama. I'he Englifli envoy fiw many European ^.rticles in his

hands; pidiures, looking-glallcs, and trinkets uf gold, filver, and fu-cl^ chiefly Eng'iH),

which he had received that way; particularly, a Graham'^ repeating watch, uJlch ban

heen lirti.-I, as the Lama told him, for fome time—While he was there, fcvcral Mongols

and Calmucs arrived from Siberia, with whom h'.' convcrfed.

The city of Lahafla, which h the capital, is of no inconGderable ftze; and is reprofentrd

as populous and iIouri(hing. It is the rcHdcncc of the chief officers of govirnment, and

of the Chinetc Mandarine and their fuite : it is alfo inhabUciJ by Chinefc and Caiilmirian

merchants and artificers; and is the daily rcf'ort of numberlefs traders from all quarters,

who come in occafional parties, or in dated caravans. The waters of the Great River,

a<s it is emphatically called in their language, wafli it's walls. Duhaidc, with great accu-

racy, traces this river, which he never fu^^rAs to be the Barampooter, from it's origin in

the CafTcmirian mountains, (probably from the fame spring which gives rife to the Ganges)

through the great valley of Thibet; till tuinirg fuddenly to the fouthward, he lofcs it ia

the kingdom uf AlTam; but iVill, with great judgment and probability of' conjeiSure, (up-

|>ofcs it reaches the Indian Sea, fomcv!.'hcrc in Pegu or Aracan. The truth it, however,

that it turns fuddcnly again in the middle of AiTam ; and travcrfing that country, enters

B<tn(<al towards Rangamatry, under thf; above-mentioned name; and thence bending it'a

Cbufl'e more fouiherly, joins the Ganges, it'i. filler and rival, with an t!(}ual if not more

ropi.ius Itream, forming at the conflux a body of running fre^ wster, hardly to be paral-

leled in the known world, which difcmhogucs itilli" into the Bay of Bengal. Two fuch

fivers uiiitinj^ in this hnppy country, with all tiic bca<-iy, fertility, and convenience which

they bring, well intitlcs it to thchamc ot The P<traJifr of Wa'.ions, always bcilowed upon

it by the Moguls.

The chief trade from Lahafla to Pckin is canicd on by caravans, that employ full two

years in the journey i!tirher and ba<;K again; which is not furptifmg, when we confidcr

that the diAance cam.ot be Icfs than tw(< thouUnd EngliHi miles: and y<t it is to be ob-

ferwd, that an exprcfsmim Lahafla reaches Pekin in three weeks a circumftnnce much to

the honour uf theChinefe police, whichkuows to cilablifl) fufpecdy and cffcdlial a comrnu-

•lication, through mountains and defarts, for fo long a way. Tl,e trade with Siberia it

carried on by caravans to Seiing, which is undoubtedly the SdingintKy uf the Rui?i:in rr;i-

5 Q. vcllcvR,
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vel!er«, on the bonlcrs of Baylcsl Lake: ind this accounts^ for an «lr»Oi.fiiury f.„^

mentioned by Bell, that on the bank* of the river of t\nt name, he found a niun bui'y in

redeeming from feme boys who were angling, the fifh they caught, and throwing {hem

into the wattr again ; and from this ctrcumflance, and the mark o» his forehead, knciv

him so be an Indian : on converfing with him, he found his conjecture to be right. The
man told him he came from Madrafs } had bccii two years on his journey, and mcntioncii

by name fomc of the prindpal Englifh gentlemen there. This Indinnj no doubt, mtifl:

have travitllcd as a faquir or CunniaflTy, through Beri[^al into Thibet, ar^ from thence

paflTcd with she caravan to Selingini!ky, where Bell found him. It may not be improper

to remark, that the Indians have an admirable method of turning godJinefs into great

gain } it being u^ual for the faquirs to carry with them, in their pilgrimages from the fea-

coafls to the interior parts, pearls, corals, fpiccs, and other precious articles of (mail bulk,

which they exchange on iheir return for gold-duft, niuft, and other things of a fimilar

nature, concealing them eafily in their hair, and in the cloaths round their middle; and

carrying on, confidering their numb:;s, no inconfiderabie traffic by thcfc meins. The
gofleigns are alfo of a religious order, but in dignity above tt)«: i'.it{uitiii and they drive «

more cxten^five and a more open trade with that country. Hut it is neceflary, in order to

make our accounts confificntfthat vre fhould point out the fnurces from which this countrv,

fo apparently poor and unfruitful, draws a fu|/ply of the foreign articles of convenirnce

and luxury, which we have occafionally faid they pofTcfs. Befides sheir leffer traffic with

thrir neighbours, in horfts, hogs, rock -fait, coarfe-clothi, and other merchandize, they

enjoy four ftaple «r»ic!es, which arc fufficicnt in titcmfclvcs to prf)curc every foreign com-

modity of which they ftand in need; all of which art- natural productions, and defcrve to

be particularly noticed. The ftrft, though (he lea(i conftderabie, is that of the cuw tails,

fo famous all over India, Perfia, and the other kingdoms of (he eaft : they arc produced by

a rpccies of cow or bullock, different from what is found in any other country. It is of

n larger fize than (he common Thibet breed; has fhort horns, and no hump on it's back:

it's fkin is covered with whitifli hair, of a filky appearance i hut it's chief ftngularity is

in it's tail, which fprends out broad and long, with flowing hairs like thr.tof a beautiful

more, but much finer, and far more glolly. The Englith envoy fei tdown a mule iind

female of this breed to the govcnor at Calcutta; but they died before they reached that

place. The tail* fell very high and arc uCcd mounted on Jilvcr handles, for chnwra*, or

hrii(hr(, tochncc away the flies and no man of confrquence in India ever gocf. out, or

fits in form at home, without t\ro chowrowbadurs, or brulhers, attending him with fu(h

inflrumcnts in their hands.

The next article is ihv wool, from whicrh thf fliaul, the moft delicate woollen manu-

f.K'ture in the world, fo much prized in the EafI, .md now fo well known in England, is

made. I'ill (he tnibafly of which we fpeak, our notions on that fubje^ were very oude

and impffffci^. As the (hauls all come from CVftemire, it ivas concluded the matrrijl

fiuni which they were fai ricatcd way aho of that country's growth. It was faid to be

the hair of a particular goat; the fine under-hair from a camel's bread
i
and a thoufand

other fanTics: but we now know it fcr certain., at IctU as to the 6neil forts, or thofc made

in
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in thi!> coatitrf, to be principally the produce of a Thibet (\\tep. Mr. H<i(l n^thaU one or

two ot thcfc in hi< paJJock at Calcutta: they are of a fmail breed; in ri<;urc iiothiiig UifFcr>

inp IromKitgliflt fhecp^excrpt in their tails, which arc very broad^ but thiir fleeces 'oi^ ^^^*

Rflcncf'tt length, and bexuty of the wool, exceed all othc!» in the world. The Caffeniifians

engrofj thi> article, and have factors ciisbiilhed fur it's purchafe in every part of 'J'hibcr;

from whence it u knt to C jflcinirc, where it is worked up, and becomes a fyurcc of great

wealth to that cownuy, a» it is originally to Thibft.

Muflc IS another of ths ftapic commodities of Thibet; of which it will be unneccrtary

to fay much, as the nature, quality, and value of this precious drug, nrc fo well known

in Luropc: it need only be remarked, that thi- deer which produces it is common in the

mountain^; but being cxceiTtvcty fhy, and frequenting fuieiy places (he moft wild and

diiRcuU vi irtefs, it becume* a trade of great danger and trouhie to hunt after it. The

niulk i« f<rnt down to Calcutta in the natural bag, net without great rifle of it'ft being aduU

terated , though dill it is far fupciior to any thing of the kind that it to be met with fur

fole in Eurojw.

The laft of the articles which may be accounted ftsplc, :« gold; of which great quanti*

ties arc exported from Thibet. It is found in the /amU of the (jrcat Kiver, as well as in

moft of the fmai! brooks and torrents thar pour from (he mountains. The quantity ga-

thered in thie manner, though confiderahle wi:h ref(}CtLt to national (jaio, payi thu indivi-

dual but very modcrateiy for the labour bellowed on it. iiut belidcs the guld procured

in this way, there are mines of that metal in th« northern parts, which arc (he rcfcrvcd

profKTty of the Lama, and rented by thofc who work them. It is not found in ore, but

a'w«yi in a pure metallic ftate, (as fcemt to he the caic in all other mines of this metal)

hm] only rtquuret to be feparated from the fpar, fbne, or flint, to whii.h it adheres. Mr.
Hitftingt hwti a lump iient to him at Calcutta, of about the fize of a bullock's kidney, which.

was a hard Aint, veined with folid gold. He had it fawed in twoi and it was found

throughout interfedltd with the pureil metal. Although they have this gold in great plenty

in Thibet, they do not employ it in coin, of which their government never (Irikcs any; but

it i* ftiil ufed u medium of commerce, and goods are rrted there by the purfc of gold

duft, aa here by money. The Chinefc draw it from them to a great amount every year, ia

fetum for the produce of their labour and arts.

To render this account of Thibet compleai., fomctbitig ih^uld be Jded refpei^ing the

p'.ants and other botanical pruJudHons of thi^ country ; bit hidtcrtt no authentic infor-

m.itian of thai kind hath been procured, the ainba/l'ddor above-mentioned, indeed, font

down to Calcutta many feeds, grains, kerncU, und fruitit, part cf which oiily arrived Lie

:

of the growth or produce of the former, no accouiii ha(h yet been received; the hd were

chiefly of the European forts, fuch as peaches, apples, pears, i^ic. and therefore more de-

£r«ble in Bengal ( but they were ail iiifipid and bad.

We (hall conc'ude our account of Thikt widi a trar.Ration of the original letter which

the Tayihuo-Lama wrote to Mr. Mailings, by the envoy, whom he fent to tblicit a peace

for tb ? Dcb-Rjjah. The original is in the Poifun, a language which thu Lama was

obliged to ufe^ that of Thibet, although very cUgjnt and exprcflive, a:, it is faid, being

flfl

', 1

'If



43« ASIA.
totally unintelligible in Dcngal. A letter, under the fandlion of a chandler fo long talked

v( in the wcftern world, but fo little known, alone renders it an object of curiofity; but
when it is found to contain fentimcnts of juftice, benevolence, and piety, couched in a
fimple flile, not without dignity, and in general exempt fioin the high-fl wn comnli.
mcnts, and ftrainzd metaphors, fo common among the other people of the caA, it will, n*
doubt, prove highly acceptable to our readertj at any rate, it will ferve at a fpecimen of

the way of thinking, and writing, among a people whofe country and manners we hivs

jud defcribed.

Tranflation of a letter from the Tayflioo-Lama, to Mr. Haflings, governor of Ben*

gal, received the 29th of March 1774.

* The affairs of this quarter, in every rcfpcA flduriOi; I am night and day employed

for the increafe of your happinefs and profpcrity. Having been informed by tiavcilfrs

from your quarter, of your exalted fame and reputation, my heart, like the blolTom of

fpring, abounds with fatisf4«5iion, gladnefs, and joy. Praifc God that the flarof your

fortune is in it's afcenfion. Praife him that happinefs and cafe arc the furrounding at-

tendants of my felf and family. Neither to moled or perfecute is my aim ) it is even the

characStcriftic of our fc£l, to deprive ourfelves of the neceflary refrefhment of /Iccp, fliould

an injury be done to a fmgle individual ; but in juftice and humanity, I am informed

you far furpafs us. May you ever adorn the feat of juftice and power, that mankind

may in the fliadow of your bofom enjoy the blcflings of peace and affluence! By your

favour, I am the Rajah and Lamu of this country, and rule over a number of fubjcds;

a particular with which you have, no doubt, been acquainted by travellers from thrfe

parts. I have been repeatedly informed that you have been engaged in hoftilities againft

the Dah-Terria, to which, it is faid, the Dah'? own criminal condu£l, in committing ra-

vages and other outrages on your frontier5, gave rife. As he is of a rude and ignorant

race, pad times are not deftitute of the like niifcondudl which his avarice tempted him to

commit, It is not unlikely but he has now renewed thofe indances, and rhc ravages

and plunder which he may have committed on the fkirts of the Bengal and Bahar pro-

vinces, have given you provocation to fend your vindiAive army agaiiid him. How-

ever, his party has been defeated i many of his people have been killed} thr.'c forts have

been taken from him ; and he h.is met with the punidiment he defcrvcd. It is as evidi-nt

as the fun that your army has been vidloriou&j and that, if you had been defirous of it,

you might, in the fpacc of two day, have entirely extirpated him, for he had not pnwor

to refid your efforts. But I now take upon me to be his mediator, and to r«-prefent to

you, that, as the f.ud Dah-Tcrria is dependant upon the Dalai -Lama, who rules in this

country with unlimited fway, (but on account of his being in hi» mirorityj the charge of

t!ie government and adminidration is committed to me) Ihould ycu perfift in offering far-

ther moledatiun to the Dah's country, it will irritate both the Lama and all his fuhjciU

againd you. Therefore, from a regard to our religion and cudoms, I requed you will

ccal'e all hodilitics againd himj and in doing this you will confer the greatcd favour and

frienddtip upon me. I have reprimanded the Dah for his pad conduct} ani I have ad-

manifhcd him to ddid from his evil pradliccs ia future, and to be fubmiflive to you in aU

« ihincs.
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things. I «tn p^rfuaded he will conform to the advice which I h<^c ^iven him; and it

will be ucccfliiry that you treat h'ln with cumpsfliaii and clemency. As to my part, I «ii\

but » fu(|uiri and it is the cuflotn ot° my (eel, with ihe rofary in our hands, to pray i'or

th>7 weUarc of matikind, and for the peace and happincfs of the inhabitants of this coun-

try: .nnd I do now, with my hcid uncovered, entreat that you mayccafc all hoftilitiyi

againA the Dah in future. It would be n^cdlefs to add to the Ien;>(h of this letter, a<

* the bearer of it, who is a Gofll-ign, (a Gcntoo) will rcprcfvnt tu you all particulars; and

* it ii ho(>ed you will comply theicwith. In this country, worfliip of the Almighty is

* the profvlTion of all. Wc, poor creatures, arc in nothing equal to you; hiving, how-
* ever, a few things in hand, I fenJ them to you by way of remembunce, and hope for

* your acceptance i>f them.'

The farther pcninfula of India, or, a& it is more commonly called, htJiii ht-yami iJu Can-
gts^ may be dcfcribcd as bounded on thr. north by part of Thibet and Chin.i ; on the eafl;

by Tonkin, or Tonquin, and the Gulph of Cochin-China; on the fouth by the Gulph of

Siam and Straits of Sunday and on the wc(t by the Bay of Bengal, and the great Bur-
rampootcr river; which is fuppofct' to rife in the mountains which bound I'hibet^ «n(i

running fouthward, feparates the cour.tries included in this pcninfula from Indoftan.

From thefe general boundaries it will appear, that this farther pcninfula of India lief

between the ift and 27th degrees of north latitude, and the 107th and 127th degrees of

longitude, being fonwwhat lefs than ;}40 leagues in length from fouth to north, and abouc

300 in breadth from weft to ead, at the greattit width; though in fonte parts, and parlicu-

liiriy in the pcninfula of Malacca, which it includes, it is even lefs than 20 leagues broad.

7'hc dominions comprized within thefc limits, though fi>rmerly under the government

of a great number of petty kings, or fovereign princes, may at prefcnt be reduced to tho

following ftates. Aflcm or Azem, Ava, Pegu, Arracan and Tipra, Jangoma, Malacca,

Laos, Siam, Cambodia, Cochin Xhina, and Tonkin or Tonquin; though this lad is noc

uaivcrfally allowed to be a part of this pcninfula, and feveral of the others arc, by cou-

qucft or othcrwife, united, as will appear in our fubfcquent accounts of them.

Butof all or any of thcfe countries, it is impoflible to form a < ompteat hiftory : the beft

accounts aic derived from ancient travellers, and they are by no means to be relied on,

cfiKcially as the pad Aatc of thefe countries was in all probability widely diftcrent from the

prcfent. We have, indeed, received tolerable accounts of the kingdom o( Siam, of a later

datci but even thefe are impcrfed^, being gathetcd from merrhants and miHionaries, who,

Lr from being tempted to refiiSc long in ii, h^vc found it fu unfavourable both to com-

ntcrce and religion, that they have been glad to cfc;ipc from a Atuation in which they could

neither hope to acquire riches, or gratify their /cat.

The kingdom of Aflam, or Azem, has, on the north, the mountains of Thibet, in that

past called Lafla, or Barantola ; on the fouth, Tiora and Arracan: it's eadern boundary is

fuppofcd to be the river Ifanpu, and the weOcrn limit the Burrampooter. It is faiu to

p- I'uce all the neccflaries of life in great abundance, and to have mines of gold, filver,

Uu- , and lead; all which the fovereign referves to himfclf in lieu of tribute or tax:!

from his people, who arc even exempt from the toil of working the mines, which is per.
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formed by flaves purchafed of his neighbours. Thus the inhabitants of Affeni «re free

from taxes, enjoy the blelfings of liberty and afflucnccj whilft other nations of Indians

endure the mifciie,* of flavery and oppreffion, and are deprived of all the comforts of life

in a country which frems peculiarly favoured by Heaven with all the riches of nature in

the grealeft profufion.

The laws of thi« country prohibit the carrying gold out of the kingdom, or coining

it into money} fo that it is ufed for the purpofcs of trade, in great and fmnll ingots: but

even thcfe are not to be paid to Grangers. The king, however, has a coinage of filvcr

pieces, of the fize and weight of roupecs, and of an octagonal form i and thcfc may be ex-

ported.

The king refidcs in the city of Kenneroof, or Kemmeroof, though the former mctropo.

lis of Afll-m was Gucrguon. The tombs of the royal family are in the city of Azo, where

each fucceeding prince creAs a kind of chapel in the great pagoda, as a place for his own
burial.

The inhabitants of Aflem are idolaters } and it is an article of their faith, that fmners

fuffer in a future ftate the pains of hunger and third ; they therefore place food by the fide

of the corpfe, and throw into the grave bncelets and other jewels and ornaments, to pur-

chafe ncccflaries. The king is faid to be interred with thofe idols of gold and filver

which he worihipped when living; and an elephant, twelve camels, fix horfes, and a great

number of hounds, are alfo buried with him, from an opinion that they may be of ufe to

him in another world. In the performance of the funeral rites, they are alfo faid to exceed

the Gentoos in barbarity, for that not only the woman he loved bcft, but the principal of-

ficers of his houfliold, are induced to poifon themfclves, that they may enjoy the honour of

being interred with him, and of ferving him in a future ftate.

This country was hardly known before Emir Jemla (whofe expedition hath been men-

tioned in a former part of this work) conquered it in the laft century; and as this /rencral

brought from AfTem feveral pieces of iron cannon, and a confidcrable quantity of gunpow-

der, the invention of this deftruAive commodity hath been attributed to this country, from

whence the art is fuppofcd to have been communicated to Pegu, and by the natives of that

country to the Chinefe. And yet, notwithftanding it's being fo well provided with arms

and ammunition, the kingdom of AfTem is faid to have enjoyed fieace five hundred years

before it was attaclccd by Emir Jcmla, who met with but little difficulty in the con-

qucft.

The inhabitants of the northern parts are reported to have good complexions, and to be

wtlUftatuicd, but to be fubjctfl to fwellings in their throats, occafioned by the badncfs of

ili'i water: thofe of the fouthern part of the kingdom are fwarthy and ill-favoured, but

iiie free from the laft-mentioned complaint. They are more or Icfs cloathed, according to the

diflTcrcnce of the climate; butihey ocneraliy wear blue bonnets or caps on their heads, or-

namented with boar's teeth
j pierce their ears with holes of vaft fize, in which they wear

pieces of gold or filvcr; .md decorate their arms with bracelets, which are compofed

of corjl or dmberfor the afBucnt, and of rings of tortvifc and other (hells for the lower

claflcs.

They
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They have a connderable produce of filk, but it is of the eoarfer kind, and gum-lac, of

two liffercnt forts.

Cattle of all kinds, ind of confequence provifionii, are extremely cheap and plentiful

;

but they prefer the flcfli of dogs to that of any other nnimal. Their fait is procured from

different vegetables, one of which is the green weed, which floats on (lagnate waters; this

they burn, and gathering the aOies, tic them in a linen cloth, and boil them for a certain

fpace of time, in which they become good fait: another is the leaves of that fig-tree which

is called Adam't
fig.,

and thcfe are alfo burnt toaflics; but the fait obtained from (hit

plant is fo extremely acrid, that it mull undergo feveral wafhings, boilings, and filtrations,

before it is fit forufe. This country produces alfo great quantities uf excellent grapes, but

no wine is made from them-, and they are in general dried, and then diflilled for brandy.

The geographical defcription of the empire of Ava is extremely doubtful : it is, how-

ever, generally placed between the 15th and 26th degrees of north latitude, and is ftp.

pofed to be bounded by mountains, dividing it from Thibet and China, on the north} on

the ea((, by the kingdom of Laos; on the fouth, by the kingdom of Siam and the Gulph

of Bengal; and on the well, partly by the fame gulph, and partly by the countries of

Arracan, and AfTem or Azem. Great part of this territory was formerly under the go-

vernment of the King of Pegu; but that monarchy has been long annexed to the empire of

Ava, to which is alfo added Arracan, Tippora or Tipra, and feveral other neighbouring

ftates.

Travellers give but little information concerning the kingdom or empire of Ava, though

they rcprefent it to be twice as large as the dominions of France. I'hey defcribe the capi-

tal city, which is of the fame name, to be built principally of wood, the houfes high, and

the flrcets laid out regularly, and planted with rows of trees. The palace is, by fome tia-

vel]crs,defcribed as low and ill built, though of (lone, and remarkable for little more than

having four gates; whilft others afTcrt, that it is magnificent, und adorned with gilding both

within and without.

This country is faid to be fertile, and to produce corn, grain, and wild and domeftic ani-

1

mals for food in great abundance. It has alfo mines of filver, brafs, and lead, and exports'

inufk and rubies. By the city of Ava palles a great river, which is called by the nativei'

Irabattey, and is navigable from that place into the province of Yunan in China, from

whence it takes it's courfe to the fca which It joins, about to lergues from Sirian. The
navigation on this river is performed in vcfT.Is of great burden, in the conilrudion of.

which it is pretended that neither naiU or pegs arc employed; and thcfe have only onefali,

which is proportioned in magnitude to the fize of the vcfTcl.
I

Since the junilion of Pegu with Ava, the government of the latter cduntry hath baen

transferred to the former; and our fubfcquent account of Pegu will betir rtlation alio to

Ava, and it's other dependencies. '

The only accounts which have been collciacd of the kingdom of Pcgtl, till a very late

period, were thofe of Gafhar Balbi, a rich Venetian merchant, who traded thither in'

1576; Gafpar I).i Cruz, a miflionary, and Mr. Alifon, who-had not onty rcfidtfd in Sirian,/

tl>e naval port of Pegu, but had twice gone anibafTador from ihcncc to Ava: but,~ilipRi

pofmg
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poTing thefe incient travclUrt to poflefs a conpetent Ihare of judgment And vcriciiy, urd

to have gathered the bell intelligence, yet their accounts can give but litilcideaul ihcriK -

fent fttte of ihefo counlri«t| wc arc therefore obliged tu rely oj« the only modern travrljir

who hath vifited thefe kln){don\i, and who became intruded in the nuiuiers of the people-

partly from the inhabitantii themklves, and partly from the informations he obtainL-d irma
fome of the i^nglifh Company at Fort St. (leorgc, who traded thither; and this tiavelkr

hath thui related the caufe which produced the ruin of the kingdom of Pegu, and occu-

ftoned the removal of the fuat of government to Ava, as the circumftancct were cumnm-
nicated to him by fonie intelligent pcrfons with whom he had an opportunity of convcrfmg.

Amity and friendUiip having for a long time fubfifted between the kings and fub-

jcds of Pt-gu and Siam, who, being adjoining neighbours, carried on a confiderable trade

with each other, no interruption happened till the fixteenth century, when a Peguaa
vcflcl being at Siam, the metropolis of that kingdom, and being laden and ready to depart,

anchored one evening near a fmall temple, a few ir.iles below the city; and the mafter and

fome of the crew going to worOiip, faw a little image of the god Samfay which they liked

;

and the I'alapoins, or attending pricftt, being inattentive, the Peguans ftole the idol, and

carried it to Pegu. The priefts mifllng it, complained of the outrage to the neighbour-

ing Talapoins, and, by their advice, reprefented the fa£t to the King of Siam; and a

fcarcity of corn happening in the fame year, the calamity was attributed by the prieAs to

the lofs of their protcding god. The King of Siam, hereupon, fent an embally to his

brother of Pegu, requiring reftitution of the image, the theft of which had been attended

with fuch fatal consequences ; but the King of Pegu refufing to comply with his rrqucft, a

wareufued between the two kingdoms, in which the King of Siam proved fuccef&ful, and

ravaging the country, annexed the inland provinces of Pegu to his own dominions.

In this diftrefs, the King of Pegu invited to his a/Ilftance the Portugucfe, whofe fame

had began to i^ead in the eail ; and by the offers of great rewards and encouragement, in-

duced about one thoufand volunteers of that nation to enter into his fervice; and as the

ufe of fire-arms had been hitiierto unknown in thefe countries, they fpread terror whcre-

evcr they came, and cxpeli^d the Siamcfe out of Pegu. In gratitude for this deliverance,

the King of Pegu heaped riches and favours on the Portugucfe, and conftituted Thomas

Pereyra, one of tliat nation, general in chief of all his forces, fettling his own refidence-

court at Martavan, upon the borders of Siam, that he might be ready on all occaflons to

repel the incurfions of that people.

The Portugucfe now grew inlolent, and rendered themfelves detefled by all ranks of the

people : Pereyra, however, contmueu a favourite with the king ; had elephants of (late,

anW guards compofed of his own countrymen. One day, as he was coming with great flate

from the palace, mounted on a large elephant, hearing muAc in a citizen's houf<;, whofe

daughter, a very beautiful virgin, had been juft married, he went to the houfe, effer<:d

his congratulations, and deilred to fee the bride. The parents, confidering the general's

vifit at a great honour, brought their daughter to the elephant's Ade; when, being ftruck

wttn her beauty) be had ibcaudacity to ordex bis guards to icizc her, and condu£t her to

Theftf



I N D O S T A N. 47r

Theft afroclotis orders were but too n'aJily obcyci by the minions of his villainy; and

the unhappy bri l^gniom, unable to endure his iofs nnd diihonour, put nn end to his own
life: the wretched pnrcnts of this unfortunate oupir, diilrtiSted at (o heinous an outrage,

rent their cloath";, and haftened to the royal palace, uitcring their Inmcntations, and im-

ploring their !;<>!'• and fcllrtw citizens to revenge the injuries they h.id received fiom the

impious and in('i<Ifnt Poriujiuefi-, thofe perpetrators of violence, and cruel oppreflbrs of

their country. The (Ireets were foon filled with crowds of people, who joined in the cry

of vengeance ; and the noife of the tumultuous multitude pcnrtratini^ to the royal ear, he

was fuon informed of the caufc, and gave orders that the popuLicc fhnuld be aflured he

would infliifl exemplary punifhment on the delinquent: he accordingly difpatched a mef-

fcnger for the general; but he was too bufily employed in perpetrating the confummation

of his iniquity, and cxcufed himfelf by pretending to be indilpofed.

Kxafperated at fu indecent and prevaricating an anfwcr, the Icing, in the firfl tranfporc

•f his rage, ordered the whole city to take arms, and put all the Portuguefe to the fword

wherever they were found} an order which was fo readily executed by the enraged Pc-

guans, that in a fiew hours not one of that nation was left alive in the city but (he crimi-

nal himfelf, who was referved for a fevcrer punifhment, being faftened by the hi' is to an

elephant's foot, and dragged through the ftreets, till the fleih was torn from his bones.

Three Portuguefe, however, who happened accidentally to be without the city, cfcaped the

carnage ; and hiding themfelves till night, made their cfcape in a fmall boat, and coafting

along the fliore, and venturing to land at night, fupported themfelves on what they could

£nd among the rocks and in the woods, till at length they arrived at Malacca.

But we muft not omit to mention a circumftance, which more ancient writers have re-

corded, which is the reign of a Portuguefe King or Emperor of Pegu, of whom they give

the following account

—

I'hat one of the Kings of Arracan, who alfo at one time contended with Pegu for power>

having, by the atTiftance of the Portuguefe, conquered part of the lad-mentioned king-

dom, bcftowed on them, at the inftancc of Philip De Brito, or Nicote, who from a very

low (Nation had become the favourite of that prince, the Port of Sirian» and conferred oa
Nicote the title of Chenga, which fignifies hanrjl or f^ood.

Nicote, however, perfuaded the monarch to eredt a cuAom-houfe at the mouth of the

river of Sirian, with a view to feixe it and convert it to a fort to awe his benefactors)

but the pcrfon to whom the king committed the erection of this building, jealous of the

dcfigns of the Portuguefe, fortified it, and refufed to give admittance to any of that nation,,

except one Dominican friar. Nicote finding it impoflible to get pofleflton by fraud, deter-

mined to attempt it by force, and fucceeded ; and, notwithdanding this outrage, had the ad-

drefs to conciliate the regards of the I'.ing, till he had put his fort into compleat order of

defence.

The eyes of the monarch were now opened, and he levied an army, and laid ficge to the

fort; but his attacks were fruitlefs: the Europeans faliied, deOroyed his works, and at

length totally routed his forces; and the natives finding the Portuguefe viftoiious, flocked

to their ftaadaid in great nufflbers> and atShially clewed Nicote, then abfcnt on a voyage

liflt
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to Goa to folicit fuccours, which were however unnrcefTary, King or Emperor of Pcfui
Rcbiyrj, the fccond in command, being invcilal with tlut dignity a« his proxy.

I'hc ion of the King of Arracan advancing with an army Hpamll thi^ new fnvcrci'n,

foun afttr h.i return from Goa, was alfo dcfcaud iind made piifi iter by him; und hi. now
made aliianccK with other princes, and, among others, wiih the King of Tan^u : but hr

foon broke through his paciHc tng.igi in?ntf, fell upon his ally, made him prifuner, and

robbed hini uf upwards of a million Iterling.

This ad of perfidy occafioned hisiuin: the King ofAv9, a powerful mon.irch, to

whom the King of Tangu was tributary, revenged the infulc by an attack which the

Portuguefc king was unable to withlland : he was totally defeated, his fort furrcndered,

himfclf taken prifoncr; and his death, by impalement, ended the Portuguefc mon.\rchy in

Pegu.

Such are the accounts given hy modern and ancient writers of the conduct of this na-

tion in Pc^u ; but both f.iU very Hiort of certainty : thofeof the latter are probably, in f>jine

inlhnccs exaggerated, in others fabulous; and thofe of the former being charged, mid pro-

bably not without fjme reufon, with want of chronological examine fs, and cunfuundiiig the

adtions of different times and pcrfons together.

About iliu middle of the 17th century, the King of Siam again mnking war on Pegu,

conquered fcver.il liates which were tributary to that kingdom. 1 he King of Peji,u lind-

ing his own forces unable to protect his dominions, applied for afliiUnce to the King of

Avj, whole doniinions lay ubout five hundred miles up the river. This monarch accord-

ingly joined tlie King of Pegu with an army, and drove the Siamcfc from their new con-

quers ; but perceiving the want of difcipline among the Pegu forces, he put to deatli the

prince he came to fupport, dilbanJed the Peguan army, feized the kingdom of Pegu, aixi

ruined it's e.ipital : this account, however, is contradicled by fomc writers, who .,lUrt

that the I'tguuns conquered Ava, and having dvfertcd their own capital, poflelled ih«.m-

I'elvts of that of Ava.

The ancient city of Pegu flood about forty miles to the caflward of Syrian, and was

once the feat of many great and powerful monarchs, who made dillinguilhed iigurcs in the

]''.all. It was fpacious, ;.'.d well fortified, being furroundcd with Hone walls and wide

ditches. It was divided into two cities, the Old and the New: in the former, which wai

cxtenfive, and had confidcrablu fuburbs, lived the merchants, traders, and flrangcis, wliofc

houfes were only built of bainboo'i, and covered with tiles ; though each had a warvhoufe

of brick arched, to l^curc their eHecls from fire. The New City, which was alfo large

and populous, was inhabited by the king, the nobility, and pcrfons of fortune : the figtire

of this city was a fquaic; it had five gates in each of it's fides, and many towers on the

walls for poAing centinels. Crocodiles were bred in the ditches, to render any attempt

to pafs them dangerous. The llrcets of this new city were (Iraight and regularly built,

an<l nt the gute of each houfc grew a palm-tree, which fcrved both for ornament and fliadr.

The royal palace Hood in the middle of the city, furrounded with walls and ditches; the

apartments within were built of wood ornamented with gilding, and the very battlements

arc reported to have been enriched with plates of gold. On each fide the entrance, within

the
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thf (rate, wfre fltblci for the cK-phantJ, among which were fomr white one«, which are

hcM Co precious, not on account of their fc.in ity, but of (omc rclii'ious ii)i;a<> annexed to

them, that they have been the occ.ifion of w.ir« bctwrm IVj;u nn«J Siamj and the monarch
of the former kingdom afl'umed the title of King of the white KIcph.int. The ireafury is

faid to have been Immcnftly rich, and to have contained three huge Hatucs, one of goM,
the fccondof filver, and the third of copper and lead mixed ; each of which liad a crown of

gold, adorned with precious ftonc^. Within u mile of this city was a huntini^ palace, ap-

propriated to the diverfion of taking wild elephants, which were decoyed hither by tame
ones.

This city was dcftroycd by fword and famine in the year 1 599, and the feat of govern-

ment transferred to Ava^ fo that it is now, in a great meafure, uninhabited, thou{;h it it

the rcfidcncc of the viceroy of the King of Ava, who occupici the remains of the ruyui pa-

lace.

Of the other inland cities and towns of IVi^u, no dcfcriptions are to be found, which art

at all to be relied on, but thofe on tlic coaits arc rather better known.

I'he fiid of thefc is Sirian, the fttuation of which has been alieady mentioned, as well

as the fate of the Portugu'-fe who fettled there. It is at prefent inclofcd with a dry ilone-

wall
i
and the port is capable of receiving veflcis of confidcrable burden, and is v.flted by

Knglifh, Portuguefe, and Armenian^.

About 4; leagues to the wcdward of Sirian, is Kofmi, or Kofmin, formerly much
refnrtcd to by Indian fhipping, but it is at prefcnt of little im|)ort»ncei and on the eaderii

roafl of Pegu is the city of Martavan, formerly the capital of a kingdom, long ago reduced

by the Pcguans and annexed to the dominions of that country.

Thofc countries arc fruitful in corn, excellent pulfe of fcveral forts, fruits and roots;

and produce great variety of timber for building, elephant's teeth, iron, faid to be of fo

hard a nature as to be a kind of natural flrel, tin, lead, oil of earth, wood-oil, rubies of

rxcrllent colour and luftre, diamonds of an inferior fize, amcthyfli>, fapphircs, and other

precious ftones, bees-wax, ftick-lac, and falt-pctre, in great quantities. The woods

:ibound with deer, and other animals, whofe flcfli is wholefomc food ( and the former are fa

numerous that our modern traveller affirms he bought one for a groat : thefe arc flelhy, but

not fat. Thry have alfo goato, buITalocs, wild and tame hogs, variety of good poultry,

and the rivers afford many forts of fifli, befldes thofe taken on the coafts. The air it

wholefomc, and the climate for the mofl part temperate.

I'hc pcrfons of the Peguans are difterently defcribcd, fome alTerting that they are fat and

ugly, others that they arc plump and well-featured j they arc, however, on all hands al-

lowed to be dark-complexioned. They fufFer their hair to grow very long, and tie it on the

tops of their heads with a cotton ribband, which is bound round it in luch a manner that it

ftands up like a fpirc: they wear a garment fo thin, that the (kin is caflly fccn through,

or rather their garments are fo loofc and open as to difclofe great part of the body ) they

have large fcarfs about their loins, which rcack to their anclci, but they ufc neither fiock-

ings nor (hoes.

The
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The natives of Ava are dlftinguifhed from the Peguans by figures on their flcins, which

are pricked in with a needle or bodkin, and rubbed over with charcoal ; a ciiftom long in

ufe in the eaft, and which late navigators have difcovered to prevail in very diftant quarters

of the globe. The Peguans do not pra£tice this operation.

Tho complexions of the women are much fairer than thofe of the menj and they are ad-

mitted to be better fliaped, and to have commonly pretty round faces, but are of low fta-

ture. Their head-drefs Is their own black hair tied up behind; and when they go abroad,

they throw a piece of cotton-cloth loofe over the tops of their heads. They wear a cotton

or filk frock, which is made tight to their bodies and arms, and hangs half way down the

thigh ; under this is a piece of the fame materials as the upper garment, which comes foiu'

times round the waift, and hangs almoft to the ancle, but is fo divided as to (hew the right*

leg and part of the thigh at every ftep.

The cuftom of purchaiing wives prevails univerfally; and another, ftill more Angular,,

of offering their daughters to ftrangers as temporary help-mates. Hence moft foreigners

who trade to thefe countries, marry one of the women for the time they ftay^ When the

parties, that is to fay, the man and the parents of the woman, are agreed, they, or the

bride's neareft relations, invite the bride and bridegroom, with the friends of each, to a.

fcaftj after which, the father, or brideman, afksthem both if they are defirous to cohabit

together as man and wife; and if both give their confents, which is feldom refufcd by the

lady, they are declared lawfully married. If the bridegroom has any fixed habitation, he

condufts her thither; if not, they confumraate in the houfe where they are married, and

continue to live there during the exiftencc of the marriage.

Thefe wives are fubmiflive and obliging to their temporary hufbands, and take upon

themfelves the entire management of affairs within doors
;
go to market, buy and drefs the

food, and take care of their hufbands cloaths. If the hufband has goods to difpofe of, the

wife takes a fliop, and fells them by retail to a much better advantage than he could fell

them in large quar'lties; and fome of them will aAually take goods to the inland towns,

and exchan^" thc:n for fuch commodities as are proper for the markets to which the huf-

bands are bound, bringing fair and juft accounts of their dealings.. If a wife proves falfe

to this occafional husband's bed, he may difgrace her by cutting off her hair, fell her for a

(lave, by permifHon of a magiftrate, and pocket the money. On the contrary, if the man
goes aftray, he runs a great rifkof being poifuned, the revenge ufually taken. If the huf-

band cohabits fo long with a woman that fhe bears children, they cannot be carried out of

the kingdom without the permillion of the king; which, however, is generally obtained for

forty or fifty pounds : if th£ coup'le part by confent, the care of the boys refts on the father

and of the girls on the mother. If the hufband has occafion to leave the country, but

means to return again, he may continue the marriage, by making a monthly allowance of

about fix (hillings and eight-pence to the wife ;. but (he may marry again at the end of z>

year, after failure of payment: but if it is regularly paid, (he is obliged to wait three years

for his return before (he can take another hufband; and, far from being the worie efleemed

for having been married to feveral European hufbands, this circumflance adds to her repu-

Ution; for in thefe countries virginity is faid to be of fo little value, that the bridegroom

>

who
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who marries a young girl, generally offer her [Jn the &r& oight to any acquaintance, or

even to a flranger.

It is a cuftom for thofe of the Peguans who are affluent, to play oflT flcy-rockets in the

month of September ; and the height of their afcent is confidered as a fign that the owner

is in greater or kfs favour with the gods. If they fall to the ground, and fpend their fire

without mounting at all, the perkin who exhibits them is alarmed, and believes that hi*

deities are unfriendly to him : if, on the contrary, they rife in the air to any extraordi"

nary heigbt> he teftifies his fenfe ofhis favourable fituation, by building a temple, and de-

dicating it to the gods he adores^ and the priefts who ferve in decayed temples bring their

idols toadotn the new, and are gratified with being admitted to the advantages of perform*

log the duty of thefe new edifices. Some of thefe rockets are repotted to be of fo enor-^

mous a. fizc aft to contain above five hundred pounds weight each of gunpowder and other

materials. In this cafe, thecarcafe is compofedof thetrunk of alarge tree hollowed, into

which the coaipofttion is rammed, and the carcafe bound about with thongs made of buffa-

loes hides, from one end to the other,, to prevent it's burfting : after fecuring the ends of
the carcafe, that the combufliblcs m»y come gradually out when it is fired, they place it on

a branch of a large high tree, and having fixed it in » pofttion favourable to it's afcending,.

they add a large bamboo for a tail to balance it } and this isfaid to be fomctimes. one hun>

dred and tufeAty feet long. When the tail is iecured and the whide apparatus prepared,

public notice i% given of the day on which it will be fired, when multitudes of people of

all ranks and ages affiimble, and the owner fets fire to it with anxious apprehenfion, and

the rocket either mounts an aftonifhing height in the air, or flies in five or fix hundred

pieces, which are fcattered about near the ground, burning or wounding all who are in 1%*%

way. They have alfo another fcftival, at the celebration of which they felcft a certain

number of women out of the people afiembled, to perfbrm a dance to the gods of ther

earth. This dance is performed to various kinds of inftruments, but the tabor and pipe are

in the higheft eftimation : they have alfo an inftrument fhaped like the body of a fhip,

about three feet k>ng, with twenty bells Of feveral fises placed* on the top; and with thefe

they are faid to make tolerable harmony. Thefe dancers work themfelves up to a kind of

extafy; and, falling into fits, pretend- on their r«cevery to fdretet future events.

They have alfo feveral other feftivals in honour of various deities, whith are celebratecf

with a variety of ceremonies at different feafonsoF the year; thefe are called fapans^ and

feme of them are extremely magnificent and expenfive. ^

Such a dread have the mbabitancs of thefe oountries of the fmall-pox, that when any per-

fon is feizedwith this diftemper, the wh.le village remove two or three miles off, where

they run up new houfes, a work of little labour, as they arc chiefly conftruAed of bamkop<) v
at their departure they leave with the''rrck nutn a bafket 0<< rtee, feme eatthen pots to bolt

it in, and h jar of water, if the patient ttirriveSy ' that i3:t»fay,, if he has the difeafe foo

mildly that he can provide food for himfelf, they bi<ing him 80 their ntiv habitationtv ii

he diesyhis body is left to ror, for i« is currently believed there thiat tWe moft ravenous ty-^

^r will not touch the carcafe of one who died in thi« loathfooie diiorder,-
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The food of the.lnhabitants of thefe countries, as in moft others throtighout the Eaft, it

principally rice; this they feafon with a preparation which ancient writersT reprefent as

moft oftenfive to the fmell ; but by the accounts they give of it's compofltion, it feems to

be of the nature of a fauce well known at Englifli tables by the name of foy, which ir an

knportation from the Eaft Indies : they alfo indulge in animal fleih ; which, as we have al-

ready obferved, is plenty and cheap. Their common drink is water ; but they draw a

kind of wine from a certain tree, which they call Nipa or Annip'a, which is pleafant to

the tafte while it is frefh, and as it grows old, is diftilled to a fpirit. Thefe nations chew

betel in common with others of the Eaft.

The religious tenets of the inhabitants of thefe countries differ but little from thofe of

the other nations of Indoftan and Thibet, though they vary confiderably.in pradice and

ceremonies. They hold the exiftence of one Supreme Power; but they admit alfo a great

number of inferior deities. : Lj1i.r,\ <

They hold the dodrine of two firft principles, good and evil, and worftiip both; defir.

ing bleffings from the former, and deprecating the wcath of the latter : they believe in the

tranfmigration of fouls, and future ftates of rewards and punifliments.

Apes and crocodiles are objeds of their adoration; and a tooth of one of the former ani-

mals was long held in great reverence; an4 being placed in one of their temples, received

divine homage, till it wasdeftroyed by the Portuguefe: however, another was foon iub-

fiitutcd, ^nd believed by thefe credulous zealots to be the old one miraculouily reftoreu.

Th^ir idols are generally horrid fquat fitting figures, with fmall limbs and long

feces. The priefts, who are called Talapoys, or Talapoins, are bound to celibacy,

and make only one meal in twenty-four hours. They are drefled in long loofe frocks

;

at their girdles hang bags to receive alms, for. they bave no regular appointi^ents; buthe

who builds a temple endows it with a few acres of land, which the priefts cultivate ; but

if it's produce fliould not be fufficient to provide for the. priefts who are to attend, the re-

mainder of their fuftenance muft arife from voluntary oblations: the colledtors of thefe

contributions are generally noviciates, who wear orange-coloured cloaks, and carry a fmall

drum in the left-hand, and a ftick in the right; with this they beat a certain number of

flrokes at the door of every boufe, the occupier of which feldprni lets ihein depart empty-

.

banded. Thefe beggars obfi^-ve a profound filenc^..
'

. . i!. . . f

Th« Talappjfis dwell chiefly in the woods, making huts br cages in -the trees, for fear

of the tygcrs and other beafts of prey : their lives are innocent; and ch< y ajc fuch uriik

obfervers of the rules of hvmaiiity and chanty, that If a ftranger has the misfoitunc to b'^

ihipwrecked on the coaft, though by the laws of the country he becomes the king's Have,

they prevail on.fhe governors to evade this law, and deliver him to their care.- VVheii any

ftrangers or travt^lers: call at tbeir.temples, they are hof^itably fupplicd with food anti nc-

cefiaries ; if they are fick, thefe 'priefta# who arei the phyQciansof the country, attend them

till they are culred, and then furBifti then with commendations to the priefts of the next

temple on the road they deiign to travel. Thc-y never troobl^themfelves about the religion of

a ftranger; nor is their humanity confined to thofe of theirown profefllon: they are univerfal

pbilanthropifts, and the human form is a fufScient recommendation to their benevolence.

They
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They conflder charity as the firft virtue ofhuman nature ; hold all religions to be good which

infill virtuous principles ; believe that the gods are pleafed with various forms of worftiip,

but with none that encourages perfecution} becaufe they fay the mind of man is a free

ag'.nt, and cannot be compelled to embrace a faith contrary to it's own convi^ion.

The Talapoins are the peace-makers in cafes of private quarrels, and ufc all their en-

deavours to^promote reconciliation ; nor will they ceafe to oiFer their good offices till they

have obtained it: which being efFe£ted, the parties, according to an ancient cullom, eat a

particular kind of herb called champoc, and which is of a very difagreeable bitter tafte,

and fomewhat refembles tea, from each other's bands; and this ceremony is confidered as

a cement to their friendfliip.

The only duty of the Talapoins is to preach, which they do frequently to numerous

auditories: the ufual fubjedt of their difcourfes is Charity, which they reprefent as the

moft fublime of all the virtues; and recommend it's extenfton not only to mankind, but

to animals: they particularly exhort their audiences to refrain from murder, violence, and

theft ; to give no offence in words, to avoid impurity and fupcrftition } and, above all, not

to worihip evil fpirits.

i<fear the ancient city of Syrian are two of the largeft temples or pagodas in all thefe

countries ; they are faid fo nearly to reftmble each other, that they fcem to be built on the

fame plan : one of them (lands about fix miles to the fouthward of Syrian, and is called

Kiackkiack, or the temple of the God of Gods ; and in this is an image twenty yards in

let. -th, lying in a fleeping pofition } in which pofturethey believe he has remained fix thou-

fanu vears. The doors and windows of this temple are always open: that every one may
fee and worfhip this idol : they expert it to awaken and deilroy the world. The temple

is ere£led on an eminence in an open country; fo that in a clear day it may be feen at

eight leagues diftanr:.

The other pagoda is named Dogon or Dagon, and is fituated in a low plain, about the

fame diflance to the northward of Syrian ; but the doors and windows of this are always

(hut, and none but the priefts are allowed to enter it, who refufe to defcribe the fliape' of

the idol it contains, though they fay it is not human. They fay that as foon as Kiak-

kiack diflblves the frame of the world, Dagon will gather up the fragments, and form a

new one. Near this temple an annual feftival is held; offerings are made for the ufe of

thefe temples, and at the fame time a confiderable fair is held in the neighbourhood ; fo that

the attendance of the religious,, anfwers .the double purpofe of devotion and commerce.

The ceremony of an high prieft's funeral hath been thus defcrihed by the modern travel-

ler already quoted; after the body had been preferved from putrefa^ion for three or four<

months, by fpirits or gums, or fpiccs, a large mail was fixed firmly in the ground; and at

fifty or fixty yards diflance, on each fide, four fmaller were ereded, all of them per-

pendicularly round the great maft : in the middle* three fcaffolds vrere ere£led above each

other; the lower the largefl, and decr^afing towards the top, fo that the whole pile took

tjie form of a pyramid. Thefe fcaflFolds were railed in at the diflance of three or four feet

<\t\ each fide, and, as well as the ground.;bel9W'th^* wcne.fiUed wit^i. combuflibles. A
rope was carried very tight from the maft in the 'middle to each of the other four mafls, and

a rocket
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a rocket was placed at the extremity of eavh rope towards each of the fmall mafts. The
corpfe was then carried to the upper ftory of the pyramid, and placed flat on the fcaffold -^

and, after many fignsand expreflions "-f grief among the attending multitude, at the found

of a trumpet fire was fet to the rockets, which, with a quick motion, flew along the rope>^,

kindled the combuftibles of the' fcaflblds, and in a moment they were in a blaze ^ and, af.

ter burning an hour or two, all were entirely confumed, together with the body.

This Talapoin, or pricft, was fo highly venerated by the people, that they efteemed him

a faint. He was in fuch favour with the king, that when any nobleman happened to incur

the royal difpkafure, his friendly interpofition was always fufHcient to procure his pardun,

except in cafes of very atrocious crimes; and then his endeavours were directed to pro-

cure a mitigation of the punifliment, and feldom failed of fucccfs. The high-prieft was

diftinguiOied from his brethren by the title of Rawli or Rouli } and though the funerals of

all ranks of the priefthood are ufually fumptuous, that of this head of their religion is pe^

CM.Uarly ijerenjojiipus.

The government i$ wholly arbitrary, and the laws are the commands of the monarch; yee

he rules with moderation, is himfelf the minifter as well as fovereign, and puniflies, with the

utmoft fevetity, fuvb governors of provinces and towns, or other officers and magiftrates, as

are guilty of opprefl^on. Nor is he contejit to wait for complaints from his fubje£t$: each

province and considerable city has a deputy refiding at the metropolis, which is now Ava,

who is to correfpond with the diflridt he reprcfents, and inform the monarch, frotr timo-

to time, of ail tranfaiStions which relate to it. Thefe deputies are obliged to attend the

royal pleafure every morning; and when the king has taken his breakfaft, he retires into a

room from whence he can fee aad hear thofc who wait his commands without being vifible

tQ them J and a page in attendance acquaints the perfon, from whom his majefty would re-

ceive ?.n account of what has pafled in his province or city, to begin his relation, which

he does aloud,, turning with profound reverence towards the clofet of his fovereign, all tlie

other attendants obferving profound iilence. If he omits any thing of confequence, of'

vijhich his mailer happens to have intelligcace from any other qiurter, he may expeift a.

very feveie puoifhment.

When information of treafon, murder, or any other high crime, i« given., the king

appoints fuch judges as he thinks fkt to try the fuppofed offender; and, on convidtiony

'

himfelf denounces the punifbment he is to undergo, which is either being beheaded, triain-

pled to death by elephants, which is the moft cruel death». or being baniflied for a certaitv

time to the wood«j from whence, if he efeapes being devoured by tygers, or deilroyed by wild

elephants, he mayireturn, whea the tefin (^ hi$ baniibment: is expired ; but is then ordered

tp fpend the remainder of his days in ferving a tame elephant.. This latter is the ordinary

puniihment for robjbery and theft; for Icfe heiaous o&nces, crimiiMiis are gener<Uly fen-

t9nced to clean the ftables of the elephants..

The civil laws are ftri£^ and feverely executed : debts mud be paid, even though the

dcbtoc himfelf, his wives, and children, are fold to difcharge them; though the more com-

mon method is toimprifott the wholofiuiUy in the creator's houfe, till means is found to

h '
.
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liihfj him; in thSf cafe it is iaid lie has a right to ufe the debtor's wife as his own ; but

(his adl cancels the whole obligation.

The goverrouent of the different provinces is lilcewife defpotic, the fame power refiding

in the feveral governor* as in the Icing himfelf, with this difference, that they are rerponri>

ble to the mcrtrrch for their mifbchaviour in office; each governor appoints a deputy and

twelve counfellors or judges, who fit and determine in ordinary cafes, without the gover-

nor, who only appears to judge on particular occafions. The court is open, and the par-

ties plead their caufes by themfelves or their friends, mercenary advocates being unknown

here, as well as fees of office. At the backs of the judges are placed officers, whofe bufi-

nefs it is, at the public expence, to write down the complaint, the anfwer, and the evi-

dence, as well as the judgment of the governor or his deputy, and the council. Thefe

proceedings are tranfmitted to the i^fidetit at court, ready to be produced in cafe of appeal,

which the parties are at liberty to make : if the appeal appears well-grounded, and proof is

made of partiality or injuftice,the governor or deputy, and council, are feverely puniflied;

if, on the contrary, the appeal turns out to be frivolous, the puniihment falls on the ap>

peliant.

They havealfo feveral methods of extorting confeffion by torture, or rather of trials b}'

ordeal ; among others, they compel the accufed perfon to chew a certain quantity of raw

rice, and hold him innocent if he fwallows it, but condemn him, if he fails in that at-

tempt. They alfo drive a ftake in the deep part of a river, and compel both the a :ufcr and

the accufed tolay hold of it, and fink below the furface of the water ; he who fines himfelf

obliged firft to raife his head for air, is fuppofed to deferve credit, and he who is fo unfortu-

nate as to have the fliorteft breath, is fenteneed to lie on his back for a certain number of

hours, or even days, with his neck in a kind of flocks, without food, and is fined into the

bargain ! fcandalous words are alfo puniflied in this way. Perfons accufed of very atro-

cious crimes, are made to dip their hands in melted lead, or fcalding oil, as already de-

fcribed in our acconnts of the empire of Indoftan ; and if they efcape being fcalded or

iburnt, the zecvter is to undergo the ponifhment which would have followed conviAion.

The language ufed fo the king by his fubje£ts would appear to Europeans the moft fu!«

fome adulation, though it is by no means uncommon in other parts of the eaft : in ad-

dreflinghim, either verbally or in writing, they honour him with the appellation of Divi-

nity, or God ; and in his letter^ to foreign princes, he aflumes the ^tle of King ofKings y to

whom all other fovoreigns oirghtto be fubjeA, as being the near kinfman and friend to afl

the gods in heaven and on the earth, by vv4iore friendfliip to him all animals are fed and
prefcrved, and the feafons of the year keep their regular courfe ; who is brother to the fun,

and to whom the moon and flars are near relations; who prefides over the ebbing and flow-

ing of the fea, is King of the white Elephant, and of the twenty-four white umbrellas.

Thefe latter parts of his titles feem at firfl to fell off confiderably from the dignity claimed

by the former; but they are allegorical, atfd relate to the conquefts of other kings who had
conftdered the pofleflion of white elephants as iifiportant enough to conftitute greatnefs

;

ahd the umbrellas are thought to denote the number of provinces added by the arms of

former kings to tfais pmpifc. Wh«n the king of this country has dined, a trumpet is
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blown, to grant permi/'ion to all the other kings of the eiirth that they may go to dinner as

their lord hath alread; dined: and when foreign (hips touch at his port of Sinan, he en-

quires the number of the people on board, their ages and fexesj and is informed that fo many
of his flaves are arrived to enjoy the glory and happinefs of breathing in his prefence, and

tailing his royal favour.

Foreign ambafladors are admitted to audience with great ceremony, being attended by

parties of the royal guards with trumpets founding, and preceded by heralds proclaiminz

aloud the honour which is about to be conferred on them, of beholding the countenance of

.the mighty emperor, the glory of the earth. From the gate to the head ' of the fleps

which lead to the royal hall, the ambaflador is attended by a mafter of the ceremonies, to

inftru£l him in his ceremonials} which are, to kneel three times in the way thither, and to

continue on his knees, with his bands over his head, till a proclamation is made, granting

faim permiflion to change his pofture.

To fuch a height do they carry their extravagant refpe£t to the fovereign, that when
baikets of fruit and pots of water are carried through the ftreets for the fuppiy of the roy-

al palace, they are attended by an officer, who compels all the people that happen to be near,

to fall on their knees, and remain in that pofture till thcfe provifions are pafTed by ; and

when the kinghimfelf appears abroad, even the elephants are taught to fall on their bellies

before him.

Both the officers of the army and the foldiers ferve without any pay ; but the governors

of particular provinces and cities are obliged to provide fubfiftence for a ceitain number of

foldiers, and to fuppiy the royal palace at Ava with a ftipulated quantity of provifions.

In time of war, however, both officers and foldiers are allowed pay, cioaths, and arms; and

magazines are alfo filled at the public expence for the fupport of the tfoops: but as foon as

the war is snded, the cioaths and arms are returned ; (o that the foldiery, being almoft con-

llantl ut arms, are deftitute of military knowledge, and itill more of difcipline.

Th' of an officer is diftinguifbed by the. head of his tobacco-pipe, which is com-

pofcd eitti.. of earth or fome metal, with a focket to admit a jointed reed for a fbaft, at the

upper end of which is a mouth-piece of gold, jojnted like the reedj and it is by the num-

ber of joints in this golden part that the quality of the officer is denoted, and the degree of

refpedl that is due to hjm lafcetta^ned.

Though the king's palace at Ava is but a n^ean ftrudlure, it's four gates arediftinguifli-

cd by names fignificative of the purpofes for which they are opened : thus the golden gate

at which ambafladors enter, receives it's name from the prefents by which they procure

audiences. The foutb gate is called the Gate of Juftice, becaufe it is appropriated to the

entrance of thofe who prefer petitions, accufations, or complaints. Through the Gate of

Grace, on the weft, all who have received favours',, or have been acquitted of crimes, pafs

out in triumphal proceffioi)} and fuch. as have been convicted ^d condemned, are carried

out, loaded with fetters, to receive the punishments due to their offences; On the norths

fronting the river, is the Gate of State, through which the king pafles, when, in thelan-

guage of eaftern hyperbole, he deigns to fuffer the light of his countenance to fhine on his

people : through this gate alfo all bis proviiioas and water are conveyed into the palace..

A very
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A very extraordinary reafon is affigned why this city, of confiderablc extent and very po-

pulous, is only built of fplit bamboos : they fay it is thus condrutSted, that perfons

charged with treafon, or other capital offences, may find no flielter from juflicej for, if

they fail to appear when they are called to anfvver for the fuppofcd delinquency, fire is fet

to their habitations, which they are, by this means, obliged to abandon. But, we appre-

hend, the climate and employments of the inhabitants will much more naturally account

for the manner of building.

Several other cities are mentioned by different writers, fituate in different parts of the

kingdom of Ava; fuch as Balcan, Chalu, and Prom; but the accounts given of them are

fo very obfcure and contradictory, that little more than their names feems to be really known.
Of the kingdoms of Arracan and Tipra, :/e have accounts in the writings of fome an-

cient and one or two modern travellers; but none of them feem to be well acquainted with

the countries they undertake to defcribe, or the people whofe perfons, cudoms, and man-

ners, they pretend to delineate: we (hall endeavour to collect from thefe rude materials, the

moft credible parts, rejecting the fabulous tales of a palace, the foundation of which was

laid upon women with child ; of the medicine compofed of fix thoufand of the hearts of

bis fubje£ls, four thoufand of the hearts of white crows, and two thoufand of the hearts of

white doves, which one of the kings of thefe countries is faid to have been advifed to ufe

by a Mahometan dodtor, to avert a predidion which threatened a fhort period to his life ;

and many other ftories of the like kind, which appear to have been inventions calculated

to fupply the want of real matter.

Arracan is faid to be bounded on the eaft by the kingdoms of Ava and Pegu; and on the

weft by Bengal, from which kingdom it is feparated by the gulph of the fame name and the

river Chatigan. It extends from 16 degrees 30 minutes, to 24 degrees of latitude, upwards

of five hundred miles; near three-fourth parts of which extent are fea-coafts, from Cape

Negrais fouthward, to Chatigan in the north: the extreme breadth at the northern part is

about two hundred miles, but it grows gradually narrower ta Cape Negrais, where it is a
very few miles wide from eaft to weft.

The kingdom of Tippora, or Tipra, is fituated to the northward of Arracan, and to the

fouthward of Achem or Azem. It's boundaries have varied at different periods of hiftory;

at one time it was fuppofed to be bounded on the eaft, either by the great river which

paiTes through Arracan, or by fome lefTer ftream which falls into it, and on the weft by the

Burrampooter river ; but about two centuries ago it extended to the Ganges : it's extent

is therefore uncertain ; travellers defcribe it as fifteen days journey acrofs; but this com-

putation gives us no idea of the atSlual dimenfions, as journeys may be performed with very

different degrees of celerity.

The air of thefe couniries is good, and the foil fertile, being watered by many ftreanis;.

but the fea-coaft is very thinly inhabited, it being extremely infefted with wild elephants

and buffaloes, which rum the fruits of agriculture; and with innumerable herds of ty-

gers, which deftroy every tame and domcftic beaft: fome few illands at fmall diftances froai

the ihore, are more populous, but the-inhabitants of thefe are chiefly wretched fifhermenv

Arracan
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Arracan produce* ivory, tin, lead, ftick-lac, and timber for building. Some Indian

tncrchanti who trade hither at certain times for thefe commodities, have fomrtimci met
with bargains of gold, diamonds, rubies, and other precious ftones, which arc fuppofed

to be fome of that Sultan Sujah's treafure who we have formerly mentioned to have been

driven from Bengal by Emir Jemla, the grneral of Aurengzebe, and who found protec-

tion at Arracan. I'he fate of this unfortunate prince, his wives, children, and followers

hath been already related.

The King of Arracan having murdered or betrayed him, and feited his treafures to an

immenfe amount, died without ifTue; and two princes of the blood contending for the

crown, and both refolving to fcize the treafure, the priefts are faid to have removed it to a

place only known to themfelves ; and the two princes purfued tbMr quarrel with fuch ani-

tnofity, that in one year both themfelves and their whole families were dcftroyed, and the

kingdom left in anarchy; but is now, as veil as Tippora, fubjeA or tributary to the King

of Ava.

Neither of thefe kingdoms produce wheat or rye ) rice ferves as a fubftitute for both,

and is prepared for eating in the ufual manner of the eaft, by boiling it till it is quite dry,

and become a folid mafs. Other vegetable productions are in gieat plenty, though the

weather is fometimes feverely cold, and the froft intenfe.

In the Internal parts of thefe countries, bufF^lous are ufed for ploughing, horfes being fel.

dom or ever to be met with. Thefe buftalotis are fierce, ftrong, and mifchievous, goring

and wounding travellers, even without provocation ; and they are extremely offended at

any thing of a red colour; yet they are tradable and fubmiffive to thofe who work them,

coming to their fummons by the found of a horn, and fuffering them to ride them long

journeys, in which they pafs the worft p.nd moft troublefome roads in fafety. Among
other aninuls, goats are in great abundance ; and here are geefe, ducks, common-fowls,

:and ft(h, in great quantities, of many excellent kinds.

The capital of Arracan is of the fame name ; and is faid, by fome travellers, to be about

the fize of Amfterdam ; and by others, to be fifteen miles in compafs : but it is generally

agreed, to be only fortified by the fleep and craggy rocks with which it is furroundcd,

which are cut and fhaped fo as to refemble walls and ramparts ; yet it is reprefented to

have had formerly a caflle of fuch flrength as to baffle the attempts of a neighbouring mo-

narch, who befieged it with an army of three hundred thoufand men and forty thoufand

elephants; a force which we are little inclined to believe was ever coUedled together for

this purpofe.

The river before-mentioned, runs fo near the city as to fupply it with flreams and navi-

gable canals, which ferve for the'conveyance of proviiions, goods, and merchandizes, to

the very flreets of Arracan. The courfe of this river has been already defcribed in our

account of the kingdom of Thibet.

The city is populous^ and clofely built; but the houfes are fmall, and not above five

or fix feet in height from the floors to the roofs; but they are elevated from the ground on

pofts, on account of heavy night-fogs which hover over the furface of the earth, and dif-

perib in the morning. The houfes are lightly built of bamboos, and covered with leaves;

and
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fnJ fpaces ar left between the bamboos for windows, which makes them airy: thofe of the

richer inh./aitants contain fevcral apartments, appropriated to different ufesj but the h»*

bitations of the poor confift of only one room, and a little kind of penthoufc by way of

kitchen ; they have no beds, but flecp on carpets or matts fprcad on the floors, and have

cotton counterpanes to cover them. The refidences of the nobility are, however, much
more fpacious and fumptuous, being adorned with carving, gilding, and painting; and

here are feme public buildings ornamented in the fame way, particularly fevcral piazzas

ufed as exchanges for the tranfuftion of mercantile buflnefsj and temples or pagodas, of

which they reckon no fewer than five hundred in this metropolis.

The royal palace (lands on pillars compofed of whole trees of large (ize, gilded with

gold, and is principally, if not wholly, built of fanders, and other odoriferous timber; and

the infide of the great hall is reported to be actually covered with plates of gold: the pro-

fuflon of gold and jewels which are aflerted to have been contained within this palace, at

the period of tinic when the accounts of this capital were obtained, exceeds all probability |

if they are to be credited, the Indian monarchy, in it's utmoft fplendor, fell far fliort in

magnificence and riches of the capital of Arracar

From this city to Orietan, a maritime city on thi^ u irthern coafts of the kingdom, the

pafTage by water is defcribed as moll delightful, the Sanks of the river being faid to be

planted with tall trees, which, over-hanging, meet and form an arbour impervious to the

rays of the fun; and whilft the traveller thu.; enjoys the comfort of fhade, and is wafted

on a chryftal ftream, a thoufand monkeys and apes, fkipping from tree to tree, divert iiini

^ lih their agility; and peacocks, equally numerous, delight his eye with their variegated

and gawdy plumage.

Orietan is reported to be a place of trade, and to be reforted to by merchant): from India,

China, and even Japan. To a mountain of the nameofMawm, at fome little diflance from

this city, which rifes from the brink of a lake of the fame name, criminals are banifheJ,

and are flri£lly guarded, to prevent their leaving this inhofpitable fpot, which is infellcd

with tygers and other wild beafls; and that no poiTibility may remain of their efcaping*

they are maimed and rendered lame, by being deprived of one or both their heels.

Peroem, Rama, and Diango, are other cities of Arracan ; but the accounts of them are

too obfcure to deferve infertion; and towards Cape Negrais, ai'e Dobazi and Chudabe,

concerning which no better information can be gathered. Unlcfs Chategan be flill al-

lowed to belong to Tipra, no other city or town is mentioned by thofe who have defcrib-

ed that kingdom.

The inhabitants of thefe countries confider a broad flat forehead as a point of beauty,

and endeavour to procure this pleaftng appearance by binding a plate of lead on this part

of the face as foon as the infant is born ; both men and women have wide open noilrils,

fmall fpai kling eyes, and ears which hang down upon their flioulders : the women are to-

lerably fair, the men dark-complexioned.

Such of the men as are affluent, or of rank, wear fhirts or veils of calico; and, over thefe,

long gowns of the fame cloth, which fit clofe to the bodies and arms, and are buttoned, at

the wrifls, und tied with ribbands on the breafts ; they wear alfo aprons which cover their

5 X bellies
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bellies and thighs before, and another calico cloth folded or plaited, which anfwcrs the

fame purpofc behind; and both thefe are tied round their waifts: they let the hair grow
lung, and tic it in trefles with ribbands, or pieces of filk or cotton cloth.

7'he drefs of the wonu.i is compofcd partly of a tranfparent flowered gauze, (which, co-

vering their bofom?, pafles over the (houiders) and partly of calico; a piece of which is

wrapped three or four times round their waitts, and reaches to their feet: women of con-

dition have Ccarfs of coloured filk, which are thrown over one arm; their hair is not tied,

but curled elegantly; and their ears, which are enlarged like thofe of the men, are orna-

mented with jewels among the rich, and by the poor with rings of metal, or even glaCs;

their arms are adorned with bracelets from the wriAs to the elbows, and their legs with

rings from the calves to the ancles, either of metal enriched with precious ftones, or with-

out, or with common Jnpan Ware, according to condition or circumftances.

They are faid to be proud and odentatious, and to exceed their fortunes in perfonal

appearance and numbers of attendants.

Of their animal food, the accounts given are horrible. They are reported to make

clainty difhes of rats, mice, and ferpcnts; to make fauces of crabs or other fifli, reduced

to fuch a ftate of putrefaAion as to be capable of being beat up to a kind of liquid: and

their only liquor, befides water, is a wine dra^rn from a tree by incifton, which they call

auze.

Their priefts, as ufual, are their phyflcians, who u(e incantations, and offer facrifices;

if thefe fail, a vow is made by the neareft relation of the ftck perfon, to make a feaft

to the honour of fome idol : this feaft fometimes hfts a week, if the patient happens to

live fo long; all his friends and relations are invited to it, and the perfon who has made

the vow is to dance daily till he is quite exhaufted, in which (late he is fuppofed to com-

municate with the Deity : if the fick man happens to recover, his cure is attributed to the

performance of this ceremony; and he is carried to one of their temples, and anointed with

oil: if he dies, they fay the facrifice was unacceptable, or that a greater favour is done to

him by his removal into a world of greater happincfs.

They have many ridiculous ceremonies in their funerals ; among others, they are particu-

larly careful to prevent a black cat from palling over the dead body btfore it can be burnt;

a circumftance which they fuppofe would have the difagreeable effed of compelling the

deceafcd to return to life again in fome ignominious fttuition : to prevent this injury and

difgrace, the priefts exorcife, and burn perfumes. The cofHn is adorned with a variety of

the moft noble beads, in painting or fculpture, that, as they believe in tranfmigration, the

next receptacle of the foul may be an honourable one. When the body is inclofed in this

coflUn, it is carried to fome open place, and the whole burnt to afhcs : but thofe who can-

ot afford a coffin, or a funeral pile, lay the body at the brink of a river, at low water,

that the next tide may carry it od: nor do they only expofc the dead in this way; when

the fick are fuppofed to be incurable, they are placed in the fame fituation, where they are

wafbed away by the returning tide; and, according to the conceptions of thefe people, de-

livered from pain and mifery, and configned to happinefst

, The
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The trade of this country is chiefly carried on by Mahometan ftrangers from other coun-

tries^ few of the natives being inclined to merchandize. Elephants are purchafed here,

and tranfported to the coad of Coromandcl, and even to Perfiai and the returns are made

in calicoes, filks, and fpiccs.

The natives of thcfc countries are grofs idolaters; figures of metal, wood, or clay,

receive their adoration; and thcfe are fo numerous, that thoufands arc found to be in a (In-

gle temple; and befides thcfe they have alfo their houOiold gods. Their temples are of a py-

ramidal form, as in other parts of the eaft. They are extremely fupcrditious, and place

great confidence in omens and ftgns of good or ill-luck; and in a fcflival annually cele-

brated to commemorate the dead, the image of their fupremc deity is carried in proceflion,

in a vaft chariot accompanied by fome fcorcs of priefts, who are on that occafion cloathed

in yellow fattin: on the wheels of this conveyance are faftened hooks, on which the fana-

tic multitude throw themfelves, and believe they receive a degree of faniSlity from being

wounded by them; whilft others, more defperate, proftrate themfclves on the ground, that

the wheels may pafs over and maim them.

Their priefts are divided into three different orders, the principal of which are confined

to celibacy. They live partly in their own habitations, and partly in monaflic fraterni-

ties, fome of which are of royal foundation, and the buildings elegant and well provided.

All the orders acknowledge one fupreme high prieft, or head of their religion, and pay

him the fame kind of obedience as the clergy of the Roman catholic church yield to the

Pope.

To the eaftward of the kingdom of Ava lies a country or kingdom, which travellers

have defcribed by the name of Jangoma; but the accounts of it are neither of modern date,

nor much to be depended on.

It is however afTerted to be of confiderabte extent, and (o populous as td afford an army

of 350,000 fighting men; thu country is faid to be flat, and full of rivers, and to have

wild buffaloes and elephants in great abundance.

Jamahcy, or Chiamay, is mentioned as the principal city, and is faid to contain many
large and handfomc ftrects of houfes built with ftone : the inhabitants are faid to be fairer

than thofe of Pegu, and their drefs is defcribed as compofed only of a piece of cloth or

filk wrapped about them.

The cufloms of this country, which we learn from the few writers who treat of it, ap-

pear to be nearly fimilar to thofe of the kingdoms laft defcribed ; and, like them, the re-

ligion is idolatry. It had formerly monarchs of it's own, but has for near two centu«

ries been annexed to Ava and Pegu.

Laos, or Lahos, though it's fituation is differently defcribed by different travellers and

geographers, is generally conceived to lie between the 15th and 2?.d degrees of north la-

titude; but it's breadth is .illowed to be very inferior to this extent: it is bounded on

the weft by the countries of Ava and Siam, from both which it is feparatcd by a chain

of lofty mountains; in the fame manner it is divided on the caft from Tonquin and Co-

chin China; it's northern limit is the province of Yunan in China, aivJ ii?« fouthcrn

the l-^ingdom of Cambodi:i.

Laos
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Laos is divided into two kingdoms or diftrifls, both ful)jc£l to the fame monarch

:

that which is called the fouthern kingdom, is alfo fomctimcs known by the name of Lan-

jafig or Lanchang, as is the northern by that of Leng j though it is only, properly, a pro-

vince which bears that name.

The climate of both kingdoms is faid to be tolerably temperate, and extremely healthy;,

inftances of longevity being recorded by travellers, which would appear wonderful even

in the weftern world.

The foil is alfo good, the ground being fertilized by a great number of fmall ftreams

which interfedl the whole country, and a ftill greater number of artificial canals cut from

the Great River, which the natives call Menan Kong, which pafles through both king-

doms, and divides them not only in form, but in the goodnefs of their produftions; the

lands which lie on the eaft of the river being abundantly more fruitful than thofe on the

weft, and the very wiM animals (hewing by their fize the fuperior excellency of the coun-

try they inhabit: the rice on this fide is remarkably fine, and the trees large, tall, and

ftraight; whilft, on the weft', this grain is fo hard and thick-hufked, that it is fcarce fit

for food, and the growth of the foreft appears flinted. After the regular rainy feafon, a

conftantly foutherly wind blows for fome time; and while this prevails, a fcum rifos on

the water, which floods the newly-fown rice grounds, which, as the water dries off, har-

dens into fait, and produces a fupply not only for thefe kingdoms^ but for all the neigh-

bouring countries.

The principal commodities of the fouthern kingdom, are gum-ben)amin, gum-jac, ivor}>-,

artificial mufk, iron, lead, tin, and fome gofd : the northern kingdom, whofe inhabitants

are faid to have fire-arms, and to underfland the compofitton of gun-powder, had former-

ly manufadures of ftlks, fluffs, and calicoes ; they alfo drove a trade in kettles, and other

utenfils of copper, emeralds, gold, filver, and porcelain, and received in exchange cotton-

thread, fome drugs, (in particular opium) and white linen cloth.

Buffaloes and other horned cattle, which abound in both kingdoms, prove equally ad-

vantageous to the inhabitants for labour and food: their gardens produce fruits in great

variety, and exquifitely flavoured; and the rivers fuch amazing qu^mtities of excellent

fifh, that a hundred weight of the fmaller kinds may be purchafed for the value of fix-

pence fterling; and the larger fort, fome of which weigh two or three hundred weight,

at prices proportionably reafonable: fome of thefe filh are eaten frefh; and others, being

pickled, ferve as fauce to give a relifh to the rice.

Langan is mentioned as the capital of the fouthern kingdom of Laos, and where the

king or viceroy from Ava generally refides. It is faid to be defended in fome parts by

walls of great height, and good ditches, and on others by the Great River. The king's

palace is defcribed to be of fuch magnitude, as to equal, in itfelf, a city; and to be buiFt

with great fplendour, tafte, and fymmetry : the royal apartments are faid to be entered

through a grand portico, and to conlift of a^moft magnificent hall, and a great number of

fuperb rooms of lefs dimenfions; the whole conflru£lcd of wood, which refifts the attacks

of time and infects, ornamented with carvings admirably executed; and gilding fo fuperb-

)y finifhed, a$ to reprcfcnt actual plates of gold.

The
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The apartments of his women, who are wives of two clafles, a fuperior and an inferior,

are proportionabljr magnificent; thofe of the firft dafs adorned with painting and gilding,

thore of the fecond more plain } but both are fituate in diftin£t courts, in the rear of the

palace; and behind thefe are other courts, which contain houfes or habitations for the of«

ficers of the roya! houfhoid.

Though the houfes of men of condition are elegant, yet they are built wholly of wood,

the priefts dividing with the fovereign the fole power and privilege of raifing edifices of

brick or ftone : the habitations of the lower clailes are mere huts; rich and poor ufe car*

pets to fleep on, and bang the fides of their rooms with neat and ornamental mats.

Leng is faid to be the capital of the northern Laos, and to be fituate on both fides the

river Menan-Tay, which divides it in the middle; it is wholly unfortified, unlefs a pali-

fading of wood, with which it is furrounded, can be confidered as a defence : this is re-

prefented us fo plentiful a place, that rice is fold for a few pence the hundred weight; the

markets are alfo fupplied with the flefh of buffaloes and other animals in fuch quantities,

that it is vended at a price comparatively as low.

The inhabitants of thefe countries are faid to be ftout, well-fliaped, and full of flefli ; their

complexions inclinable to an olive colour, their tempers mild, and their manners civil and

agreeable ; they ftretch their ears like their neighbours, and ornament them in the lame way:

they are reprefented as pofleffing lively imaginations, and found judgments; to be friendly,

honeft, and fincere;' yet they are accufed of being covetous, and ofbeing traiportunate in their

folicitations to obtain any thing they defire to poflefs. They are alfo faid to be fo extreme-*

ly fubjeA to fuperftition, as to be betrayed by it into horrid cruelties. They entertain an
idea, that if the heads of their elephants are wetted with a certain compofitim, in which

human gall is an ingredient, it will infpire with ftrength and courage botl. the beaft and

it's owner : to obtain this precious liquid, the governors of provinces are faid to give

permiffion to certain defperadoes, at particular times, to go into the remote parts of the

kingdom, or into the forefts, and murder the firft man they meet, in order to extnSk his

gall while he is yet alive; and having fucceeded, they cut off the head of the unfortunate

viAim, and bring it with them, as a proof that they do not impofe on their employers.

The food of the inhabitants of thefe countries, though chiefly rice, is yet varied not

only by the ufe of buffalo fle(h, but by that of wild animals and poultry ; the latter they

roaft with the feathers, and indeed are not remarkablydelicate in any part of their cookery.

They only cover their bodies, their legs and feet remaining bare, though fometimes

ornamented with flowers and figures, in painting or pundlures: their garments are fitted

dofe to their bodies; and their hair is cut fliort, except a lock on each temple, which is

drawn through the vaft orifice of th;: ear.

We have already obferved, that they have two claffes of wives; in fa£t, only one of the

firft dafs is confidered as a wife; the others, though they are held in difierent degrees of

honour, being only concubines, and the lower dafs flaves, who are employed in domeftic

and menial offices ; though t*-ey are alfo fubfervient to the pleafures of their proprietors.

The manner in which they contract marriage, might ferve as a icffoA to more pdiihed na-

tions: they enquire after the oldeft and happieft couple la tbe aeigjibourhoodi sitdy going-
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before them; promife to follow their exannplej not that thefc obligations are alwayj held

facred, or that they are at a lofs for pretences to break through them: fornication is tole-

rated; but adultery, on the part of the wife, punifhed at the difcretion of the offended

hulband, to whom the wife immediately become? a flave, after conviftion of this crime.

They burn their dead, after keeping them a month in coffin*, fo prepared as to prefervc

the bodies from putrefaAion: during this month the relati&.is celebrate a feftival, inviting

their friends and neighbours j and priefts attend to fing certain poetical compofitions, which

they fay contain inftrudtions for the foul of the departed, to find it's way to the regions of

happineft. At the expiration of thistime»they place the coffin on a pile of wood,ornamen-

:Ca)]y difpofed, according to the condition, of the dead, and confume the whole to afhes}

which are gathered anddepofited in their temples, wher« monuments are ereibed to perpe-

tuate the memorkit of the affluent.

Thefe cenmonies performed, ciie furviviog relations mention no more the name of theit

deceafed friend, who, they believe, will foon be fent to animate fome other body; and that

therefore no part of him remains which requires their care or remembrance.

Their original, lik^ that of all other parts of the world, feems to have been, in the ori-

ginal ftate, purp deiflnt but. aimr.n, in hia uninformed ftate, requires fome external objedl

to excite hia attention and fix bis reverence, fo- prieftcraft hath here, as well a >lfewhere,

invented fyftems which have been conformable to the weaknefs of huamh lueas: idols

therefore have been introduced, and the adoration corruptly transferred froi;n the Deity to

the worfiiip of men's hands; nor is this furprifing, when the pureft religion in the world

hath fuffered by errors equally grol^and abfurd.

The priefts are here alfo called Talapoins, in the language of Pegu ; but, in the native

language of thefe countries, Fe: they arodefcribedas an illiterate, debauched, and licen-

tious liet of men; uid theitbrnorals and manners have been compared to thofe of certain or-

ders among the profeffors of the Chrifi'ian faiths

They are not admitted, to the prieAhood, without many ceremonies ; one of which is, to

find a fponfor, who is to prcfont thorn for admiffion. into the holy, and become furety for

their conduit i this is an office which, though, it is expenfive, as the fponfor feafts the

whole fraternity, the rich are defirous to undertake, from an idea that it confers on- them

a degree of fanility, as it certainly does ofconfidence with the puWioi'"- '" - '

Thefe pr!tei|s.ar9 cloathed: in ycUowaxflTocks, hound round the wajft with a' bfcit of red

cloth} this reaches to the knoes, and covers the left armj the legfr and feet are harcj as

well as the right arm, in the. hand of wtbich th^y carry a fan ; the figkires or marks on

which dengtc the rank of th& hearer: all the hair on their heads and faces, and even their

eye-brows, is clofe cut or (haven.

Their. wonRftic houics^are like thole of the Roman catholics-; th« public apartments, and

tbole^of the fuporibr^ aDS.elegant; and-^ fumptuous; the othef> mfember* of the fociety are

cx)i>teat with cells;, whicbaiieiftitaejned by. partitions o^wood. > 'l''hey colle£t alms, like the

capuxihiqfrandiothetr msndicaqtticf f)i»opej and>after taking wHatthvy likebeft, diltribute

the reraaindqr tothepoor, thofe «»h rare confined in prifon^; infl'anFmafs: they breakfalt

iqitb^rAwa gjiaunwtttis^hut^ihtf'^iwaicoitMiieBthallj where^the table is in general well'

sio'ijci i c ferved.
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fervcd. In the evening they make a light fup-per, and finifli the day in the temple belonging

to the convent, from which no member muft abfent himfclf at this time of worfhip.

Thefc priefts aiFedl great dignity, gravity, and folemnity; e\pc£t to receive an extraordi-

nary degree of refpc6l, and if they fail to receive it, are fure to punifli the negleft with

extreme feverity, engaging fome of the inferiors of their order to baftinado feverely the

contumelious culprit. Nor do thofe who are witneiTes of thefe outrages, venture to in-

terfere, left they fliould not only incur renfure, but receive a fhare of the fame treat-

ment.

But the religious, who live in eomtnunities, are under better regulations : they are re-

ftratned from debauchery with a fevere hand ; and in cafes of fornication or violence, they

are puniftied' condignly. Yet as the clergy claim the privilege of being tried by the king

himfelf, he is in general fo little inclined to have offenders of this order convidted, that a

very trifling ofFenc« will in general enfore an acquital. If the criminal has been taken

in the &, or the evider .-e is fo ftrong that it is impoflible for him to efcape, he is con-

demned to feed the eleph nts, the moft difgraceful fentence a native of thefe kingdoms can

receive ; but the number ofthofe configned to it falls very fliort of that of the guilty, nine

in ten of whom find means to get off, cither by the lenity of the court, or from the dread

of revenge under which the profecutors enforce their fuits,

Thefc priefts are obliged to make confeffion of their fins at leaft fourteen times in a

month ; and this they are enjoined to do in a public manner. All the members of the (o'

ciety being aflembled in their hall, they proceed fingly, according to feniority and rank, to

leave their feats, and go into the middle of the room, where, on their knees, they make their

declarations aloud of the faults they have committed, which are generally confined to ex-

cefles, in indulging the appetites, or gratifying the paffions ; but whatever enormities they

acknowledge, they are fure to receive inftant abfolution, and then return to a repetition of

thofe crimes which find fo very cafy an expiation.

They ufe a kind of holy water, fprinkling the fick with it, and placing a degree of con-

fidence in it, as a reftorative to the body, and a cordial to the foul; but the principal ufd

feems to be the profit it brings the prieft, who receives in return for it, wine, or fome other

good liquor.

The facrifices made to their idols are neither frequent or coftly ; they confift principally

of a few flowers, fome odoriferous compofitions, and fmall quantities of rice, which are

laid on the altars; and on fuch occiifions, but at no other times, they light up tBperS. The
priefts carry in their hands ftrings of beads, by which thtey count their hymns or prayets, in

the manner pra^ifed by the members' of the Roman Catholic church.

There arealfo other ecclefiaftics, who retire to the woods, and lead folitary lives j(S her-

ihits} not that they refiife tb receive company, that of feniales in particular, X^ho flock to

them in fuch numbers as W fcartdklize their pretenfions to fandlity: thefe herhiits are libe •

rally fuppl?^d with all manner of pfoVifions from' the benevolence of *hc devout; and though

they' pretend to faft three months, are fuppofed not even to live abftemioufly during that

time. As foon as this farce is over, they celebraite a fsftlval of the fame duration, eating

and ilrinking publicly, and without reftraint.
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If thofe travellers who treat of the priefthood of thefe countries are to be credited, they

refemble in craft the Jefuits of Europe ; for they aflert, that if a new invention in arts or

mechanics malces it's appearance, thefe «cclefiaftics will be fure to procure a model or

copy, and then pafs it for a difcovery of their own; and it is vain for the real inventor to

claim t^e credit of his ingenuity, as thofe before their appeal muft be tried will be fure

to determine againft him.

Yet the fovereign is the head of the church ; and not only eftabliflies and fuperintends

the rules and orders for their government, but adiually appol.tts their feftivals, determines

the ceremonies to be ufed in the celebration of them, explains their doArines, folves

doubts and difficulties, and correds and licences their writings : but at the fame time, as

their judge, he fhelters them from civil punilhment } and in order to obtain die affiftance

of their fuppofed magical powers, winks at tlieconuniffion of the grofieft enormities. And
{o fax does he carry his refpe£t to this body of his people, that if he meets a prieft, he of>

fers him the firft civility, by raifing his right-hand, the ufual ialute of the country. He
furrenders his vaflalsta them for flaves, and configns whole diftrids and villages to fupply

them with neceflaries ; compelling tb** unhappy inhabitants to labour for them without

any other compenfation than the means of a wretched exigence.

Thefe priefts are faid to poflefs certain arts, which they impofe on the public as the ef>

fe£ts of magic or fupernatural influence: among others, they put a plaifter of a particular

compofition on the back or rump of a female tame elephant j and turning her into the

woods, flie draws a great number of males after her, who are ealily tamed and rendered

traflable} they alfo give out, when any perfon of confequence is taken fick, that he la-

bours under the influence of fome fpell, which has been placed on him by fome prieft, for

negle£k of duty or refpe£t} and then another is fent for, who for a reward undertakes to

expel the charm, either by prayers or the adminiftration of internal medicines.

In many of their ceremonials they feem fimilar to thofe of the Chriftian Roman Catho-

lic church : they agree to cure a fick man for his weight in rice ; and then give him an old

garment of theirs in exchange for a new one of his, and perfuade him that he will either

recover from his indifpofition, or if he dies in it, that it will be his paflport to future fcenes

of happinefs. We read of kings and princes in Europe, who have attempted to find the

way to heaven in Monk's cowls.

The fubmiffion of men of rank, to perform fervile offices for the pvieffs, refembles the

humiliating fervices. formerly performed by Chriftians of high quality to ecclefiaftics of

that faith. Here the grandee fcruples not to go into the forefl:s, fell wood, and bring it on

his fhoulders, for the fupply of the lazy inhabiunts of the cloyfter, and glory in the per-^

iormance of duties, to which, on any other occafion, he would fcorn to fubmit.

Shaka, their fupitme deity, or great idol, has a feftival in the month of April, at which

time he is expofed to public view in the court of his temple } and the people flock about

him in great numbers, bringing offerings of gold, fllver, precious ftones, cloth; and even,

ice, and other common neceflTaries, for none approach him empty-handed : the former ar-

ticles of the&.oblations are pretended to be hung up in the temple, but much the greatet

gut
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part of them fall to the (hare of the priefts, who, eii thefc occaflons> furnifli themfelves

with the means of debauchery for the remainder of the year.

The refldence of this fabricated Deity, is in a temple upwards of one hundred cubits

high, the numerous windows of which are always kept open; it is ornamented with plates

of gold, many of which are hung loofe, and being forced againft each other by the air,

make a perpetual jingling, like the found of muAcal inftruments at a diftance. In this

temple is faid to be an altar, having two pillars of folid gold ten cubits high } nor, though

this temple is thus always open, is the lead apprehenfion entertained that it will be rob-

bed of it's rich contents: the devotion and fuperftition of the people is a fuflicient guard

for whatever is found within the facred limits.

During the feftival month of Shaka, the prieHs preach daily in the temples, the fubjet!^

of their fermons being invariably an inculcation to their auditors of the propriety of this

feafon for rendering themfelves worthy of temporal and eternal blefliiigs; and this, ac-

cording to their doctrines, is to be done by renouncing, during the continuance of this

feaft-, the cares of the world, and employing themfelves in vifiting the temple, and par-

taking of thofe diverflons and amufements which arc provided by the priells, and which

confift of fhews, pantomimes, farces, danci ^t finging, and mufic.

'iheir law confifts of five negative precepts, to which the preachers never fail to exhort

obedience: thefe are, not to kill any living creature ; not to Commit adultery; not to lye,

or fupprefs the truth} not to (leal; to abflain from wine. But (Irongly as thefc pre«

cepts are enforced in the pulpits, they arc almoft totally negledled in pradicc, the pricHs

themfelves granting difpmfations to all who have ability or inclination to purchafc them

:

each of thefe difpenfations, however, allows only the commiflion of one crime; fo that

he who dedresto commit feveral, muft pay for fo many diipenfations, which are written

in myftical charaflers on a palm-leaf.

The kingdom of Siam feems to have received this name from the Portugucfe, and other

Europeans, who probably took it from the Peguans, who call it Pfiam : by the natives it

is denominated the country of Tai, which fignifies Freemen; and the Peguan word Pfiam

has the fame (ignification. The inhabitants alfo call themfelves Tay-noo, or Little Sia-

mefe, by way of diftindtion from Tay-yay, or Great Siamefe, the nations who inhabit

mountains to the northward of this country, and v;ho are fuppofed to be wila and fero-

cious.

The opinions of geographers are not more various with refpedt to the fituation and

extent of any of the inland countries of Afia, than of Slam; nor is it exa6tly known in

what part of the peninfula of Malacca it begins, nor how far it extends beyond ir, the

precife boundaries either of that or the neighbouring kingdoms, being left undetermin-

ed by the few European travellers who have vifited them ; but this is not the cafe with

refped to the capital of Siam, the exafl fituation of which feems to be accurately deter-

mined. According to the beft computations, Siam occupies about 12 degrees of latitude,

lying between the 7th and the 19th degrees ; and is therefore, from north to fouth, about

27S leagues in length j and extending between the 115th and 121ft degrees of longitude,

SZ is
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is in it's greateH breadth, from eall to weft, about 133 leaguet, but towards the northern

extremity grows much narrower.

Slam is almoft furrounded with high mountains, within which the whole country h ]r,

a manner level, having a large river divided into many branches, or receiving many lelKr

ftreams, running through it from north to fouth : it is bounded on the north by Pegu and

Laos; by Cambodia and Cochin-China on the eaft; on the fouth by the kingdom ot' Ma-
lacca and the Guiph of Sianij and the Bay of Bengal on the weft. It is divided into two
diftrlds, called Upper and Lower Siam ; the fbrmer of which contains the following pro-

vinces, which receive their names from the refpedlive capital cities, Porfelouc, Sanque-

louc, Lacontay, Kampeng-pet, Koconrepina, Peihebon, and Pichay, The Lower or

fouthern Siam, contains the provinces of Jor, Patana, Ligor, Jeneiferim, Chantcbon

Pctelong or Bordelong, and Chiay; and thefe aie in like manner named after the princi>

pal city or town in each province.

The principal river of Siam is the Menan; the fburce of which is fo doubtful, that it

has been conceived to be a branch of the Ganges: after a courfe of amazing length, it

difcharges itfelf into the Gulph of Siam, in the fourteenth degree of north latitude. The
next in confequence is the Menan, which pafles through Laos :utd Cambodia ^ but the ac-

counts of it's difemboguing difFerj. fome affirming that it falls into the Indian Sea, in the

ninth degree of north latitude; and others, that it is received by the river juft named. A.

third river is the Jeneflerim,.which is fuppofed to rife in the mountains of Ava ; and falling

into the Bay of Bengal, in the thirteenth degree of latitude, forms an ifland called Mcr-

guy, and an excellent harbour of the fame name: and a fourtlv river is the Chantebon,

which is more navigable than either of the others, though it has not fo long a courfe.

Moft of the principal towns of this kingdom are fituate on the fea-coaft,. or upon fome of

thefe rivers, the mountainous part of the country being almoft covered with woods; and.

that which is Icfs cloathed with trees, is fcorched up by the heat of the fun, and is wholly

unfit for the cultivation of rice, the common and almoft fole food of the inhabitants of

thefe eaftern countries.

The winds blow from the fouthward, upon the coaft of Siam, in the months of March,

April, and May; in the fecond of thefe months the rains begin, and continue, almoft

without intermiflion, during all May and J:une, In July, Auguft, and September, the

wind fets from the weftward; and th" rainj continuing, though in a fomewhat lefs degree,.

riie rivers overflow their banks,, and the waters extend nine or ten miles on each fide ; and

during this flood, and more particularly in July, the tides make fo ftrong in the river

Menan,. as to reach the city of Siam». though it is fttuated flxty miles from it's mouth,

and, in particular inftances,. fifty miles higher. In Odober the winds blow from the

weft and north, and then the rain ceafes. In November and December they come

from the north; and this being the dry feafon, the waters are in a few days reduced tO'

their proper channels. The tides flow fo infenfibly, that the water is frefh at the mouth

of the river; and at Siam .there is no more than one flood and one ebb in the fpace of

twenty>four hours. In January the wind (hifts to the eaft, and in February blows fomep

limes from the eaft, and fometimes from the fouth. The current of the river is influen-

ced
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cc(! by tho wiitd i when .it i« at eaft, the current Tets to the weflvrard { when the wind is

from the weft, the current runs to the caftward.

Situated as this country is, near ths tropic, it muft of courfe be intenfcly hot; yet, as

in other places of nearly the fame latitude, when the fun is vertical, and ihines with it's

inoft powerful efFe*£t, the inhabitants arc blelTed with the intervention of clouds; and the

air is forefrefiicd by the continued rains ^hich occafion the overflow of the plains, the only

parts inhabited, that the heats are endurable, nor do they produce any malignity in the

air. When the cool winds blow in December and January, it Is delightfully pleafant.

The foil of Siam, at leaft the furface of it, to a confiderable depth, has been gradually

formed by the clay and earth waihed down from the mountains, and diftributed over the

face of the country by the overflowing of the rivers; fo that they have little fiony ground^

and there is hardly a flint to be found in the whole kingdom. Ancient writers mention

it's being rich in mines; and the numbers of ftatues, and other cafts in metals of difPerenc

kinds, as well as the old pits which have been difcovered, (hew that more were worked^

fr...>erly than at prefent; and from the gold with which feme of their idols, and even the

roofs of their temples, are covered, it is evident that great quantities of that metal were

once found here; but/fruitlefs attempts were made towards the clofe of the laft century,

to difcover any vein, either of gold or filver, that promifed to anfwer the expence of work-

ing, though feveral Europeans were employed in the fearch, and particularly a Spaniard,

who was well acquainted with the bufinefs, having been accuftomed to work in the mines

of Mexico. All their endeavours , however, ended in finding fome inconfiderable veinsi^

of copper, intermixed with a little gold and filver : but a French phyflcian is (^id to have

difcovered a mine of good fleel, and others of chrydal, antimony, emery, and other mi-

nerals ; he alfo found a quarry of beautiful white marble, and a gold mine, which he fup-

pofed to be very rich; but did not think fit to communicate his fuccefs to the Siamefe,

tliough he inflru£led feveral of the priefts, and others, how to purify and feparate metals,

from fpecimens of very rich ore which they fecretly brought him. Tin and lead are,,

however, found in great plenty ; the latter they harden and purify by a mineral called

kadmia, reduced to powder ; and the tin, thus hardened, is the metal now well known ia

Europe by the name of tutanaque.

Diamonds, fapphires, and agates, are found in the mountains ; but thefe are all feized

for the ufe of the king^ fo that the inhabitants have no encouragement to fearch after

them. There is alfo faid to be a mountain of loadftone near the city of Louvo, and an-

other in the ifland of Gonfalam, on the Malacca coaft, in the Bay of Bengal.

The plains of Siam are rendered fertile by the mud which the rivers leave behind them,

when they return within their banks after overflowing; but the high grounds are dried up

and burnt by the fun, as foon as the rains are over: and though fome of thefe higher lands

are naturally fertile, yet they are fo fubjecl to contagious difeafes, that the natives who
dare cultivate them are frequently cut off; or, if they furvive, the fruits of their labours are

fo ravaged by iiifeds, that they are fometimes deprived of their harveft for feveral fuccef-

five years; and thefe times of famine are generally fucceedcd by peftilential difeafes. The
iak&s which prove moft tcowblefome are white wt»j a kind of ^nats called marin-gowinsj
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the millipedes, or palmer-worms, which have Aiiigs both hi their head* and tails; and

little (hilling flies with four wings : the ants, to avoid the floods, make their nefts in the

trees
i
and fowls, not accullumcd to perch in other countries, do it here for the funic

rcafoii'

Wheat is fumetimes fown upon the land, which the intmdatioii does not reach ; but

this mull be watered by little channels cut through the fields : they have two crops in

every year, but do not fow twice on the fame fpot of ground.

Oxen and buffaloes are employed indifferently in works of agriculture ; they are guided

with a rope run through their nofcs, and pafEng through a ring fixed on the plough,

which is without wheels, has a ihare or ftafF to hold it by, and in other refpedls is

not unlike the foot ploughs of England, only that, inftead of nails, the parts are faflcned

together with pins and thongs.

The rice is not threfhed, but trodden out by cattle, and the duft and chaff feparated by

pouring it down by degrees from a high place, the wind performing the ofHce of winnow-

ipgi but the rice, having flill a hard thick (kin, is beat in a wooden mortar to get it off,

and render it fit for culinary preparations.

The land is prepared for tillage as foon as the earth is fufKciently moiftened by the

floods. They fow their rice before the waters arrive at any confiderable height} and as the

rife of the waters is flow, the growth of the rice keeps pace with it, and the ear is always

above the waters : they cannot reap this corn till the water retires, unlefs they go in

boats to cut it while the waters are upon the ground, which they are fometimes obliged

to do. If rice is fown in lands which are not fubjedl to be overflowed, they are obliged

to fupply thefe fields conftantly with water while the rice is growing, from bafons and

ponds, which, lying above them, their contents can be eafily diftributed over thefe arable

grounds; and the rice grown here is preferred to that produced in wet lands, and will keep

longer.

It was formerly a cuflom for the King of Siam to plow, annually, a piece of land with

his own hands; but this ceremony is at prefent performed by a deputy; and a great facri-

iice is fubflituted to thofe idols whom they fuppofe to have the care and government of the

produce of the earth.

Their gardens produce pulfe and roots of different kinds; fome of them wholly un-

known in Europe: they have excellent potatoes, which, being roafted, are as good as

chefnuts; but fome able writers affert they have neither garlic, radifhes, onions, turnips,

carrots, or parfnips; nor any lettuces, coleworts, or other of our fallad-herbs ; but only

afparagus, which they do not trfe: whilfl others affirm that they have cucumbers in great

plenty, of a very inoffenfive quality, and garlic remarkably mild and pleafant. After the

floods, when the land begins to parch, they iheher their garden plants from the heat of

the fun, as Europeans do from the cold.

Here are feveral of the fruits known in Europe, particularly oranges, lemons, citrons,

and pomegranates ; the former are of different kinds, fome or other of which are ripe at

all feafons of the year, but molt of their other fruits ripen at a particular feafon: they have

2Ufb all the fruits common to ynuta clknates» fuch as bananas, Indian figs,.jaques, du-

rions,
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rions, mangoes, mangoRans, tamarinds, ananas, and cocoa-nuts. Sugar-canes and pepper

are produced in great abundance; and as they depend for great part of their food on the

produce of their gardens, they extend for feverai leagues together, upon the banlcs of rivers

near the capital towns and cities; but their vineyards are trifling, as the grapes produced

here will not yield wine.

Many of the flowers common in Europe are found here; fuch as tuberofes, gilliflowers,

and amaranthus's; they have alfu fome rofes and jeflTamines, but not in great plenty; nor

arc thcfc, or any of the other flowers, fo highly fcented as in Europe: they have alfo fome

peculiar to the country, which are very beautifully coloured and variegated; and it is ob-

fervable, that fome of them emit their fragrance in the tiight-timeonly, the heat of the day

entirely overpowering the fccnt.

We have already remarked, that the hilly part of the country is almoft entirely uncul-

tivated, being covered with wood; but the plant moll ufefui in this country is the bamboo,

which flouriHics in marfliy foils, and, like reed and fedge, is found on the margins of

ponds and rivers: when young, it refembles thefe aquatic plants, but grows to an aftonifl)-

ing fize, and hardens fo as to be applied to the ufes of timber: when it is green and ten-

der, the Siamcfe pickle it for fauce, and it is commonly brought to England thus pre-

pared, from difFerent parts of the Eaft Indies. The bamboo is hollow, and the fhoots arc

fcparated by knots or joints; but it differs from the reeds of Europe, by being branched

and thorny : each root puts out feverai ftems; fo that no tafk is more difficult than to pafs

through a plantation of bamboos, efpecially as the wood is hard to cut, though it will very

eailly cleave: like canes of other kinds, it has a fweet pith; and this is the wood which,

when perfectly dry, the Siamefe ufe to procure fire by friftion.

The forefts of this kingdom alfo afford timber fit for building (hips, and for mafts and

yards; and they make cordage of the hufk which covers the cocoa-nut, as ufual in other

countries of the eaft: they have likewife timber proper for building houfes, and for wainf-

cot; and fome trees, the wood of which will not cleave; in particular, one called by the

Europeans wood-mary, faid to be excellent for the ribs of fhips. Cotton-trees they have

in great plenty, and others that yield capoc, a very fine cotton wool, but too ihort to be fit

for fpinning, and therefore ufed itt^uffing mattrafles and pillows. Some of their trees af-

ford oil, and others yield gum and varnifh, which, mixed with the oil, gives a furface

to wood like polifhed marble. Cinnamon-trees are found here, but of an inferior kind to

thofe of Ceylon ; and fome dye-woods, but in no great plenty.

The animals of Siam are, the elephant, the rhinoceros, afewhorfer, and fomefheep and

goats ; but the flefh of the latter is not ufed as food : their oxen and buffaloes arc chiefly em-

ployed in the tillage; and their hogs are of a fmall fize, but fat, and the wholefomefl ani-

mal-food which the country produces. Here aic alfo fome few hares, but no rabbits: deer

abound, though great numbers are deflroycd by tygcrs and other wild bcafts, with which

the forefts are infefted ; and many of them are killed by the inhabitants, only for the fake

of the (kins, which are purchafed by the Dutch, and carried to Japan.

Of tame fowls, they have cocks and hens, ducks extremely good, and pigeons : of wild,

fcacocks, grey partridges, tunic-doves, with 4 variety of gay plumage; admirably-flavoured
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fiiipcs, and abundance of walcr-fowl, which the natives rieiihcr kill nor t-lr; Viitilis

Mahometans arc faid to have faulcons brou[;lit from Pyilia for the fjiorts of liic Held,

Vultures and other birds of prey arc conmen hcrej as arc parrots, crows, fparrows

and a vaft variety of fmall birds, moil of which are of beautiful pluma^'c; luit tlicir

notes are by no means harmonious, thouj^h fome imitate the human volte. The rcli<'ioi>

of the Siamefc preventing thtir ofttiing injury to the feathered race, the fparrows are fo

tame, that they fly into the houfcs and pick up the infcds. Vultures and crows aifoar*;

equally familiar, and are id by the people, borne travellers aflert, that the Siamcfc givii

their children, who die before they are three years old, to be devoured by birds of preyj

which, next to burning them, is elleemcd the moft honourable method in which the dead

can be difpofcd of. Fowls of vaft fize arc alfo reported to be fometimes found in this

country; fome of which are near five feet in length from the beak to the feet; and their

wings, when extended, feven or eight feet ; thcfe birds are (aid to have beaks three feet

long, and are probably of the pelican kind.

Snakes, lizards, and fcorpions, are very numerous; and fome of the former are repre-

fented to be of fo enormous a fizc, that wc forbear to mention it, as we apprehend the ac-

count does not deferve credit.

Siam is by no means populous ; which may be accounted for, from the vaft extent of the

forefts, which occupy the larger half of the kingdom.

The Siamtfe are, in general, under the common European fizc, but handfomcly made,

and well proportioned : their complexions are dark; and the faces of both the men and

women are broad at the cheeks; but their foreheads fuddenly contrading, terminate in a

point, as do their chins, fo that the figure of the countenance is extremely unpleafing.

Their eyes are fmall a/id black, their jaws hollow, their mouths large, and their lips thin

smd pale; their teeth they dye black; their nofes are fhort, and round at the extremities;,

and they have monftrous ears, which they fuppofe to contribute to their beauty: their

hair is thick, lank, and generally black; and both fexes cut it fo (hort, that it does not

reach below their ears; the women turn it back upon their foreheads; the young women

cut their hair clofe on the crowns of their heads, but let the reft grow to it's length, ai'd

hang down to their (boulders. Thcfe people are in general naked, except a piece of cot-

ton-cloth, or filk, wound round their waifts, and reaching to their knees: the rich have

this cloth of fuch an extraordinary length, that the men bring it up between their legs, and

tuck it into their girdles, fo that it anfwers the purpofe of a pair of breeches : thefe have

alfo a muflin (hirt,. with wide fieeves, but without collar or wriftbands, and the bofom

open. In winter they throw a piece of ftufF or painted linen over their (boulders, likb

a mantle, and wind it about their arms; their legs are bare, but they wear pointed flippers

:

women of condition fuffer the calico about their waifts to hang almoft to the ground, with^

eut keeping it up. <

The king diftingui(hes himfelf by wearing a vcft of brocaded fattin with fleeves, ftrait,^

and reaching to the wrift, under the (hir^: or veft above defcribed : nor is any fubjedt at

liberty to wear this garment, unlefs he receives it as a mark of royal favour from the

focereign; and whca the king prefents a fcarlet veft, which is the military colour, to a.

general.
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general, il ii> butlontJ before, and refeclKs to the knees; biif i'iil- flcevei are wlJe, and fo

fiioit as fcarcely to cover the elbow*. AH the fervants of the king, both civil and mili-

tary, arc cloathed in red, when the kiii^ cither makis war, or goes 10 hunt; but on other

occafions wear the common coifiurs. I'he chief officers have cups of itatc, wh'tj, hijrh,

niiil pointed like fugar-loaves ; that of the king is cncompaflid with a circle of precious

ftinies; nnd thofe of his officers have the like of gold, filver, or verinilion gilded, to diftin-

guifh ihfir rank : thefe caps arc faftened with a Hay under the chin; but arc only worn in

the king's prefence, when they prefide in courts of jufticc, and on fome other particular

cccafions. They cover their heads with hats when they travel at other tinnes; few ptople

wear any thing on their heads, but defend themfclves from the fcorching heat of the fun

by a fan of leaves, or an umbrella: on the water, they wrap a piece of linen round their

b~-<uls, fo that it cannot be blown off.

When a Siamefe enters the houfe of another perfon, and cr^iecially of his fupcrior, he

always pulls oiThis flippers; it being thought indecent to dirty the floors of any man of

condition.

The women ornament the three iaft fingers of each hand with rings, almod to their

naiis} and the youth of both fexes wear bracelets upon their wrifts and ancles, with j.-wels

in their ears; but the former are left off when they are marriageable.

They bathe two or three times a day, repeating it as often as they haveoccafion j before

they make vifits, they either go into the water, or have it poured on their heads and bodies

for an hour together; after which they perfume themfelves, and anoint their lips with a

fwcct pomatuai, which, being white, adds to their natural palenefs: they clcanfu and

fweeten their hair; and their teeth, though black, arc conflantly brufhed.

The women of rank never bathe in the rivers ; but thofe of the lower claflls are fome-

times compelled to it, for want of convenient baths, in which cafes they always k;ep on

the cloth which hangs from their waift. Travellers, indeed, fpeak highly of their modeftyj

and affirm, that indecent language is prohibited by the laws of the country: a regulation

well worthy the imitation of more enlightened nations.

The Siamefe are quick of apprehenfion, and their anfwers arc lively and pertinent; they

Imitate any thing with uncommon readinefs, an4 will in a very few hours become tolerable

workmen in almoft any branch of mechanics; but their lazinefs is an invincible bar to

their attainment of great perfection, in any art or fcience» though they affect to be adepts

in agronomy and chemiftry; but they neither underftand the principles or rules of cither.

The inhabitants of this country are neither addi(5led to immoderate luft or intemperance;

modeft and difcreet in their converfation, their wit never defcends to obfcenity» The higher

clafTes not only deteft drunkennefs, but edecm the drinking of ftrong liquors infamous^

and adultery is never heard of at Siam : but this may be attributed to their being conftant-

ly employed, the female fex being as induftrious as thofe of the other are indolent; and

they have alfo a high fenfe of honour, and would rather be put to death, than fail into the

hands of an enemy who might conflgn them to his haram. The Siamefe have an averfion to-

blood^and their quarrels feldom come to blow* if they conceive^ a^i implacable hatred to
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any man, they procure him to he taken oft* by alTaflinatlon : however, moft of their difputeg

end in abuiivc language; a fpccics of oratory in which they are extremely voluble.

They aregt-neraily charadciizcd ns polite and courteous; but infoleat to their inferior!!

and cringingly humble to their fupcriors. They are timorous, yet carclefs and inattentive;

ibllow implicitly fh • precepts and cultoms handed down to them from their forefathers;

make no innovation in their manner of livinij;, drcls, or manners; and ftjew no curiofity to

learn thofc of other nutions, nor any fatisfadion at being acquainted with them. Thus
their lives pafs on without bulllc or perturbation ; nnd, as if influenced by their fettled and

unchanging climate, they have naturally that command of their paflions which Europeans

can hanlly acquire by the aids of religion and philofophy: they make no profefllons of

jiicnilihip; hut when they drink out of the. fame cup with you, they give you the Itrongelt

proof of their regard, for they will never participate with one they dillike.

The Siamcfc are ifjore fond of their wives and children than moft other caftern nations

:

the latter are faid to be particularly good-humoured and engaging; but at fcven or eight

years old they approach manhood; fo that their ftate of childhood is of very ftiort duration.

'I'hcir common food is rice and fifh : of the latter, the fea affords them a vaft variety of

many i^inds unknown on the coafts of Europe; bcfides fmall turtles, lobfters, and oylKis

of peculiar excellence. River H(h is alfo in equal plenty, particularly eels, which abound

in all parts of the kingdom; but they prefer dried and falted, nay even ftinking fi(h, to

trefli : indeed they are by no means delicate in their food, eating rats, mice, lizards, and

fomc kinds of infeds, and having no diflike to a rotten egg; they are very fond of tiut

pickle or fauce made of fmall Ihcll-fifli reduced to a liquid, which has been already nun-

tioned in our account of Ava and Pegu ; they ufe a good deal of fpicc with their foovl,

:uul the faft'ron of the country, which dift'crs very confiderably from that of Europe.

Vet, notwithlfanding they feed thus impurely, they are faid to be moderate, even to a

degree of abftemioufnefs: aSianicfc will live twenty-four houis upon apound of ricejwhieh

may be purclufed for a fingle farthing, and the addition of a piece of fait fiHi of the fame

price, and make no complaint of his fare; and as water is their chief drink, they arc at no

lofs on that account ; though thofc who are inclined to indulge in fpirits may procure ar-

rack, the only kind diltillcd here, at about fourp^ncc llerling the quart ; fo that the inhabi-

tants have little care about the means of cxidtncc; and inftead of being worn down by the

ncoeilary labours of the day, their habitations in the evening rcfuund with the voices of

mirth and fclHvity.

They ufe the buftaloes milk, which is faid to yield a greater quantity of cream than

that of cows ; but they make little butter, and no i heefc ; fo th.it they have little variety at

their tables, for they fcldom cat flefh; and when they do, their diflu-s are compofed of the

intcilines, and thofc parts which are nioU loathlonic to an European ftomach. The poul-

try, and all butchers meat, is tough and iniipid; fo that Europeans whoreftde in Siam foon

betake thcmfidves to rice iind lilh. The pricts of the animals whofe flefli is chiefly eaten,

difFcr very widely from th'<l' of Kurope: a cow is not worth above live fliillings; afheep

four times, and a goat three times th.it hini ; a h'>g, lix or feven pcnccj a duck, three or four

v.i, pence;
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pence; and com. Aon fowls twenty-pence a dozen: but as thcfc were the prices much more

than a century ago, it is probable they are now much altered.

As there arc fcwfprings in the flat country, which is chiefly inhabited, they are obliged

to drink the water of the rivers; but when the floods retire after the overflowings, the

rivers arc filled with mud, and the water muft ftand three weeks or a month in jars before

it can be ufcd ; if it be drank when firft taken up, it occafions fluxes and other diforders.

A large ciftcrn (lands in the fields, at fome little diflance from the city of Siam; the wa-
ters of which being apprgpriatcd to the royal ufc, it is conftantly guarded by foldiers. Near
the metropolis is alfo a lake, about eight leagues in circumference, called the Rich Sta i

but this is only rcplcniihed by the rain waters, which are accounted wholcfome on account

of the depth; and of thcfe the king alfo fometimes drinks.

The Siamcfc are accuftomcd to the ufc of tea, which they give at their entertainments,'

and take as a remedy .ngainft the head-ache, to which they are extremely fubjeiSt; they keep

fmall pieces of fugar-candy their mouths as they drink it, but put no fugar into the

d idles.

The king has a right to fix months labour in every year of all his fubjeiJls, as will be

mentioned hereafter. During this tiir.c, the females maintain and provide for their fami-

lies, and condut^ the affairs of the houfhold; they alfo cultivate the land, get in their

crops. 111 and exchange the produce of their labours, and lay up a fund for the remain-

ing fix months of the year, that the hufband, at his return, may have nothing to do but to

follow his amufcmcnts, and enjoy himfelf: and, indeed, no life can be more indolent than

that of a Siamefe during this reccfs ; he t.ikc? a brcakfafl in bed, rifes at noon to another

meal, walks abroad, and vifits public fpc(5l.-»cles and other diverfions in the evening,

finds his fuppcr prepared at night, and retires to reft without an anxious thought for the

fuccccding day.

The amufcmcnts of the Siamcf* confift of a kind of puppet-flicws; in which are intro-

duced tumbling, rope-dancing, anJ i.'ddcr-dancing; in all which they excel : they have

alfo prize-fighting, r.ices of oxen, or buiTaloes, and contcfts in rowing-boats ; they fight

cocks, fly pajHT-kitcs; (which, though the play of children in Europe, is royal fport here)

and pliy oft^ fire-works in great perfctflion. They play at chefs, and fome games of chance;

to which they are fo addii^ed, as to ftake not only all the property they have vi the world,

but even their liberties; and will rather fell themfelvcSj their wives and children, as flaves,

than give out.

But the great royal diverfion is the fighting of elephants, this is not performed by tame,

but wild 'leafts, which being decoyed, as ufual, by females, ii>to a narrow place, are eafily

fccurcd with ropes; by which .ilfo thvy are fallened to rings o."* iron when they fight, and

reftiaincJ from coming fo clofe as to injure each other, or the TiJcrs; fo that the fights

confill of blows with the trunks, and thcfe arc not fuflered to be 1 ^ocatcd often enough to

hurt them matciially; but they arc feparated by bringing ii' 'emalc as foon as they be-

came enraged.

The Siamefe poflures of refpe£t and modes of falutation, are diflcrcnt from thcfe in ufc;

among Euiopcans ; here flaves and people of inferior rank fit upon their hccl^, their heads
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a little inclined, and their hands joined and lifted up to their foreheads. In paffing Aipe-

riors in the ftreet, they bend their bodies, join their hands, and elevate them towards

their heads, raifing them more or lefs, in proportion to the refpe£t they mean to (hew,

which is always adapted to the rank of the faluted. When an inferior pays avifir

he ftoops as he enters the room; and then proftrating himfelf, remains in the pofition

above defcribed, without fpcaking a word, till he receives fome compliment from the pcr-

fon he vifits; and this is generally an offer of his place to his guefl, who declining to ac-

cept it, a convcrfation commences, and the entertainment confifts of fruits, fweetmeats,.

aielc. betel, and tea. When a pcrfon of rank is the vifitor, and the perfop he vifits his in-

ferior, he walks upright; and the mafter of the houfc, receiving him at the door, (hews him

to his feat, and waits on him to the door again, when the vifit is ended : when both parties

are of equal rank, the ceremonies are mutual.

rhehigheft places being cfteemcd the mofl honourable, and no perfon caring to lodge

under another, the Siamefe, whofe houfes have but one ftory, contrive to have the rooms

rife gradually, fa that the innermoft are the higheft, and of confequence the moft honour-

able. An ambaffador from Siam having been formerly at the court of France, was, as

ufual in Europe, lodged in a firft floor, and fome of his retinue in the chambers over his

head ; but they no fooncr difcovered their fituation, than they were ftruck with horror, and

left their apartments inftantly, with the mofl extravagant exprefEons of concern at hav-

ing been guilty of fo enormous a breach of duty and refpect.

In this country, as well as in Europe, the right hand is efleemed the mofl honourable,

and the place of refpeft in a room is oppoi'ite to the door; and this is always offered to a

ftranger in the houfe of a perfon of equal rank.. The arrival of unexpedled guefls ne-

ver fails to throw the whole company into confufion, and occafion a general remove;

for every one who comes mufl be placed according to his quality; in which cafes the

poflure is alfo different, as wc have already mentioned : but all perfons who are ad-

mitted to the royal prcfence fall upon their knees, and bow their faces to the ground, con-

tinuing in that pofture, refling upon their elbows, during the audience. And fo nicely ob-

fervant are they of thcfe ceremonials, that a man would be baflinadoed who fliould not

keep his due poflure in the company to which he was admitted.

The carriage of the Siamefe is haughty and imperious: they treat their inferiors with,

infolcnce, and keep them at a great diflance; and he who fhould be inclined to be atFabie

or condefcending to them, would be confidered as a very weak man. Yet their whole con-

duifl feems to be a fyflem of contrariety ; their pride to thofe below them is converted to

the meaneft humility towards their fuperiors, and in many efl'ential points they fojfeit all

pretence, not only to good breeding, but even decency: for inftancc, they make no fcruple

to break wjnd from their mouths, even at table, without putting their hands before them,

or turning afide; or to wipe the fweat off their faces with their hands; yet they carefully

avoid fpitting on t^" floor, and in the royal prefcnce refrain even from coughing. The head

is held in extraordinary refpedl; and it is the greatefl affront to touch that of another per-

fon, or to meddle with his hair: the very cap or hat, which is ufed as an occafional cover-

ing for the head, psi takes of the refpcil, and muft not be touched; an-' vcn when it is

carried,.
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carried by a fervant, be puts it on a ftand like thofe in hatters (hbps in Engtand, and holds

it above his head; and when the mafter ftands ilill, the ftand is fet <!own, and taken up

again when he moves: and as the Siamefe falute by lifting their hands to the head, when

they receive letters, they fliew their refpci^ for the writers by immediately holding theni>

up to their heads, or laying them upon them.

Thofe to whom the education of youth is intruded, inftru(£l them to cxprefs great fub--

miffion and deference towards their ciders and fuperiorsj they are particularly guarded:

againft being too noify or talicative, which they muft learn to avoid if they hope for pre-

ferment^as in the royal court, and in the houfes of the great, a profound filence h almoft.

conftantly obferved, at lead among the fervants and domeftics : they are inftru61ed to be

fo cautious of faying any thing that may be offenfive, that they will not relate a known
fa£t, if thoy fuppofe the recital will difguft any One of the co.npany; they affeft great dif-

fidence of their own judgments, and appear defirous to learn and be inftrudled by their fu-

periors; nor do they ever obtrude their opinions, or offer them, till they are in a manner

compelled to give them. The ignorant are by no means liable to be infulted by them;

on the contrary, it is efteemed a breach of good manners to pretend to be better informed'

than any individual of the company: they carry this aflFedtation of modefty fo far, as fel-

dom to fpeak in the firft perfon; and their extreme complaifance induces them to ufe ab-

furd epithets, particularly when they addrefs the fofter fex ; whom they honour with

the titles of Ladies or Princeffes, whatever may be their condition, and calj them young,

though they are decrepit with age; very juftly conceiving, that none of the fex wifti to be

thought part the bloom of youth ; or, in other words, to be fuppofed fubj4£t to the infirmi-

ties which mark the advance of life, and render them lefs the objcds cf love and defire.

The only domeftic animals which the Siamefe ufc for travelling, are the elephant, the

ox, and the buffalo: the Mahometan inhabitants, indeed, have fome catnejs, which are

brought from other countries. The male elephants are rtferved for the purpofes of war,,

and the females chiefly employed on ordinary occafions : and thefe beafts aii extremely

numerous; fo that every man is at liberty to hunt and take them for ufe, but it is a high

oft'cnce to kill them. The king ufually keeps a very confiderable number of horfes ; but

they are more for (hew than ufe, as he feldom mounts them.

For the purpofes of viflcing, and making fhort journies, they have a kind of chair,

which is placed on a frame refembling a bier or chairman's horfe, and carried by four

or eight men on their fhoulders, one or two to each end of the poles, according to the-

burden they are to carry, or the expedition required ; and others run by, to be ready, to re-

lieve them as they grow fatigued. Some of theft chairs have backs and arms, and others

have only a low rail at the back and fides, by way of ornament; they are open at top in

fair weather, but during the rains are covered with a canopy, and the Siamefe fit crofs—

legged on a cufhion in the bottom : but thefe chairs are only allowed to a few of the royal

favourites; nor are the common people permitted to be carried in palanquins, the ufe of.

which is confined to Europeans, and fuch of the natives as arc fick or lame. The fame

reftridtion prevails with rcfpeil to umbrellas, the carrying which muft be fan£lioned by

the royal permiffion; and thef« differ in fgrm, according to the rank of the perfon who>

obtains
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obtains this indulgence. The priefts of the higheft order may ufe umbrellasi but thofc

of the inferior claflcs are only allowed fans.

But the moft univerfal mode of travelling is by water, in balons, or boats, hollowed out

of a fingle tree, and therefore extremely narrow, though in common fifteen or twenty feet

long, and thofe of the king and his nobility much longer. Some of thefe have eighty or an

hundred rowers each, who fit by pairs on benches crofs-leggcd, the numbers being pro-

portioned to the fize of the boat ; each rower or pegayer holds an oar or pcgaye, which he

grafps with one hand in the middle, and dire£ls with the other at one of the extremities;

in this manner he plunges his oar with a graceful and vigorous motion: the rowers all

keep admirable time in their ftrokes, drawing the oar towards them, and having their

faces towards the place to which they are bound j and though they only fweep the furface,

yet this is done with fuch uniform force, that the boat darts through the water with allo-

nifhing velocity; one man is placed in the ftern of the boat, who ftands upright, and

fleers it with an oar of the fame kind, which he applies fometimes on one fide the vefiVl,

and fometimes on the other, according to his intended courfe. The boats ufed for the con-

veyance of ladies are rowed by female flaves. The ordinary paflage-boats have cabins in

the middle, conftru£led with bamboos, and covered with leaves; but thofe which are ufed

to accompany the king on the water, or on other ftate occafions, have only a feat elevated

above the rowers, and iheltered with an umbrella or a canopy, which, as well as the other

parts of the veflel, is more or lefs ornamented with gilding, painting, and carving, ac-

cording to the ability or inclination of the owner. A number of thefe elegant boats drawn

together on any feftival, or public occafion, exhibits afpeitacie highly pleal <g, and not to

be met with in any other part of the eaft.

, The Siamefc marry young; and propofal* of marriage are here, as in other eaflern coun-

tries, made by matrons of the man's family to the parents of the giil who they underiland

to be a fuitable match for him : if they are accepted, an aftroioger is confuited, who is

required to give intelligence as to the circumftances of the man's family, which he is fup-

pofed capable of difcovering by his g.rt, and whether the match will prove fortunate, and

the couple thrive and live happily; ami the rcfolution of the parties depends upon the

aftrologer's anfwer. If ihis be favourable, and the parents are agreed, the youth is allow-

ed to vifit his niiftrefs thrice, and to prefent betel or fruit to her ; at the third vifit, the

relations on both fides are prefent, and then the lady's portion is paid, and the hufband's

provifion advanced; and the marriage being confidercd ascompleat, they receive the pre-

fents of their friends, and confummate without farther ceremony, and without the per-

formance of any religious rites, the priefts being prohibited by their laws from being even

prefent at thcfc folemnities: however, fome days after the celebration of the wedding, they

go to the apartment of the bridegroom, fprinkle the new-married couple with holy water,

and repeat a certain form of prayers, invoking bleffings and happincfs on them.

Marriages here, as in other parts of the world, are celebrated with mirth and feftivity;

public dancers are hired to divert the company, but neither the married couple nor their

relations join in the daitcc on thefe occafions. The entertainment is provided at the houfe

and at the expence of the bride's father, where an apartment is built for the purpofe; and

there
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there the new- married couple remain a certain timet and then remove to the habitation

intended for their future teadence.

.When the daughter of any great officer is married, (he wears a circle of gold, like that

worn by her father on his cap of ftate ; and her rank and confequence is denoted by the

richnefs of her cloaths, the extraordinary number of rings on her fingers, and the value

of her ear-rings, bracelets, and other jewels.

The Siamefe are allowed a plurality of wives; but this is an indulgence feldom claim<-

ed, except by the great, who conHder a number of women as a neceflary appendage of

grandeur. When they have feveral wives, one has the pre-eminence, and is diftinguiOied

by the title of great or fuperior wife; the others are purchafed, and pay her deference and

obedience. The children by the chief wife inherit the hufband's eftate, the inferior wives

and their children having no (hare of it, unlefs the hufband beflows any thing on them in

his life-time; nay, thofe inferior wives and their children may be fold by the heir, and the

«laughters are always difpofed of to fuch purchafers as have occafion for thefe fecond-rate

wives.

The Siamefe wives, as we have already obferved, work for their huibands during the

fix months of the year which they fpend in the fervice of their fovereign; nor does their

labour always end here, for the hufbands are fometimes compelled to ferve the prince two

or three years together, and the families are left to depend on the induftry of the females.

Divorces are allowed, but it is only in the hufband's power to put off his great or fupe-

rior wife, and in that cafe he muft reftore the portion (he brought. The children of the

marriage are equally divided, unlefs there happens to be an odd one, which falls to the

(hare of the woman; for (he takes the Ptfi-.y and confequeritly all the uneven numbers, and

the hufband the reft. Perfons divorced may marry again immediately, if they pleafe; but

this feldom happens; and indeed divorces are in general held to be difgraceful, and few

chafe to connect themfelves with the fubjedls of them.

The hufband has an abfolute power over every part of his family, except his chief wife,

and may difpofe of the inferior wives and their children as his cattle, or any other part of

his property: after his death, the widow has the fame right over the firft, third, and every

other child, who, in that mode of calculating, (lands at an odd number: the others, which

are confidered as the hufband's (hare, may be claimed by his relations; but hufbands are

not permitted to deprive their wives of life, nor are they or their widows authorized to dc"

flroy their offspring.

The unmarried of both fexes, at leaft fuch of them as are without parents, commit

fornication without reflraint, or indeed much fcandal; yet the fathers of young girls are

attentive to prevent their being debauched; nor are the women of this country fo ready

to conne£l themfelves with flrangers as thofe of Pegu, whofe condu£t in this refpeft hath

been already defcribed : on the contrary, it is with extreme difficulty that an European

can prevail on a Siamefe female to become his miftrefs; a reluAance which is treated with

great contempt by the Peguans, who reproach them with want of fpirit.

Notwithftanding the women of Siam enjoy perfedi liberty, yet they are fo tender of their

i^eputations, that they will not admit vifitsfrom men, even in the tranfadlion of their bufl-
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refs, which, during the abfence of their hufljands, feems to require fuch an hitercourrpj

the neceffity for which is however in fome mcafure avoided by the fituation of other wives,

who, being in like manner engaged in the management of their hufbands aiFairs, the bar-

gains, contraAs, and exchanges, are made between woman and woman.

The funeral obfequies of the Siamefe are performed in nearly the fame way as thofe of

their neighbours, already defcribcd. When aperfon of diftindtioiv dies, the body is im-

mediately placed in a coffin of wood varnifhed and gilt, or of lead, which is fet upon a

liigh frame or table, in the largeft room of the houfe, till preparations are made for the fo-

lemnity ; this is either in one week, two, three, or even a month, according to circumflan-

ces : in the mean time, they burn perfumes and tapers before the corpfe, and the prieds

range themfelves round the fides of the room at night, and c"^ ' it hymns fuitable to the

occafio^, or make difcourfes in honour of the dead} for which tney are rewarded with good
entertainment, and money.

At length a fquare fpot of ground, near fome temple, being fnclofed wfth a bambo«
palifade, which is ornamented with painted and gilt paper, in the form of houfes, goods^

animals, and fuch necefl^ries as tlie deceafed may be fuppofed to ftand in need of in an»

other world, the funeral pile is eredied in the middle of the area,, and is compofed, for the

affluent, of fanders, lignun\ vitst^ aloes, and other odoriferous woodsy a greater or lef»

quantity of which is ufed, according to the ability or rank of the family : the pile ftands

on a fcaffbld, which is ere£ted on a mound of earth, fo that the fummit of the pile rifes to

a great height.

In the morning of the day on vhich it Is intended to be lighted, the body is carried to

the pile, accompanied by a band of loufic, and attended by the relations of the deceafed^

cloathed in white, and the faces of the female: covered with white veils, who feverally ex-

prefs their grief by loud groans and lamf^ntations. Being arrived at the pile, they take the

body out of the cofTin, and carry it to the top of the pile, where they place it with great

care and decency ; the priefts now commence a funeral hymn, which continues about fif-

teen minutes, and then they retire, being prohibited from being preient at the remaining

part of the rites.

About noon, fire is fet to the pile by a fervant belonging to the priefls,. or, if the de-

ceafed was of very high rank, by the king himfelf ; which, having burnt about two hours,

is extinguifhed, and the remains of the body are collected ^ and being replaced in the cof«

fin, are interred under a pyramid in the neighbourhood of fome temple.

After the pile haa been con fumed, the company are entertained by the relations of the

deceafed, not only with meat .and drink, but with public fpe£lacles and fhews, which

continue three or four days: they alfo beflow benefa£tions on the pricfls of the convent

nearefl to the fpot where the pile was eredted.

The bodies of the poor are laid in the ground without burningv nor are thofe burnt

whofe deaths are untimely. It fometimes happens, that the fon of a man thus quietly in-

terred, becomes rich and great} in which cafe, it is not uncommon for him to hve his

father's body dug up, and to give it an honourable funeral, by placing it on a pile, with

thote ceiemonies which we have juft defcribcd. It is ufual to buryi with the remains cf

tht
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the rich, their Jewels and treafure} and (o facred are thefe (epulchres efleemed, that no

robber will venture to violate them; yet, as the pyramids erected over thefe remains are of

fliirht conftru£lion, and feldom laft a century, difcoveries are frequently^ made of thefe pre-

cious relics, which are then appropriated to the ufe o*^ the finder. Nobles and grandees

have private chapels or temples of their ovirn, where the remains of their bodies are depo>

fited: thofe of lefs confcquence purchafe leave to ere£i their tombs near fome public

temple, by prefenting an idol of wood or clay,to it; and the poor, who can neither afford

a tomb, or hire the priefts to ling a requiem, expofe their dead to be devoured by birds of

prey; which is alfo the cafe with thofe of perfons who die by the hands of the executioner^

fuicides, and thofe who die other violent deaths.

The inhabitants of this country ufe two languages; the one called, properly, Siameft,

and the other Balli: the former, which is the language conmonly fpoken, has ti>irty-feven

letters; the latter, which is the learned language, or that in which their books and writ*

Jngs are compofed, have thirty-three letters, all confonants: the vowels and diphthongs

in both languages are exprefled by peculiar characters, diftin£t from the letters; fome of

which are placed before the confonant, and others after; fome above, and others beneath;

and thefe chara£iers diredl the pronunciation. Some writers are of opinion, that thefe

languages, like the Hebrew, were originally deftitute of thofe marks, which, as well as

the points of that language, they think are of modern invention..

Both thefe languages are written from the left to the right, and refemble the Chinefe !a

chiefly confiding of monofyllables,. and having neither conjugation nor declenfion: like

that too, they are both highly accented, fo that the delivery of them almoft approaches to

finging; but they differ confldc/ably in the alphabets, thofe of this country having fome

letters which that of the Chinefe want. The books of the Siamefe, as well as the other

nations of the eaft, being wholly in manufcript,. they are but few in number; and their

hi(lor:es neither go far back, nor are penned with fuch accuracy as to deferve much credit^

indeed they are fo full of allegory and fable, that it is a difficult matter to difcover what

parts of them are founded on fa£t..

The education of their children commences at very early ages;^they are fent to the con«

vents of the priefts, where they afTume their habit, which they are at liberty to quit when

they pleafe.. They are fupplied with food by their friends; and thofe who belong to per»

fons of rank or fortune have a flave or two to attend them: their learning confifts in read-

ing, writing, and arithmetic ; they alfo acquire the knowledge of the Balli or learned

tongue, the principles of morality, and are inftrudted in the myfteries of their religion^

but they are neither taught hiftory, laws, or any branch of the fciences.

They are ready at calculation, and expert in arithmetic, in which they ufe ten charac*

ters, counting the fums anfwering to tens, hundreds, and thoufands, as in our method of

calling up accounts.

The fcience of oratory is ufelefs in a country where there are no fenates for de»

bate, nor any council employed in their courts of law; every man here pleads his own
caufe : the allegations and proofs are taken down by an officer of the court, upon which.

the magiftrate proceeds to judgment) uninfluenced by the powers of e]oquence> and unbe-

wilderedL
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wildered by fophiftry and chicanery i nor are formal fpeeches at all ncceflary, where It Is

efteemed a breach of decency to addrefs a fuperior in any terms, however rcfpeflful

filence being the compliments expeded, till a queftion is aflced, and the anfwer mud then

be as concife as poflible; and fo little are the Siamefe accuftomcd to ' the throng r.fvjordi*

that even compliments and terms ofceremony are all profcribed; nor has the fine gentleman,

or the man of breeding, any advantage, in this refpeft, over his lefs polifhed neighbour.

But though the Siamefe are not orators, they are by nature poets, and their meafures

xonfift in a. regular number of fyllables formed into rhyme. It will not appear extraordi-

nary, to thofe who are acquainted with any of the eaftcrn languages, that their poems

Should be extremely difficult to tranflate, as they are full of metaphor, allegory, and hy-

perbolci but they a*e faid to be written on various fubjcdisi fuch as love, hiftory, feats of

war, morality, and even religion.

Of philofophy they have no idea: and the laws of this country depending more on the

king's will than any written code, they are never ftudied, even by thofe who are to admi-

nifter juftice; but when they are preferred to fuch an office, a fet of inftrudlions and rules

to be obferved in the difcharge of their duty, are delivered to them, which they implicitly

Ibllow, without attempting to exercife any judgment of their own.

They aj-e totally ignorant of geometry, and of all the principles of mechanics; and

their aftronomy is very imperfect; for they have no knowledge of the true fyftem of the

world, and, in common with other nations of the £a(l, believe that eclipfes are occafion-

cd by a dragon, who is able to deftroy the fun and moon: they apprehend the form of the

earth to be fquare, and that the arch of the vaulted firmament refts on the corners.

They divide the earth into four parts, of equal diiuenfions, which they fay are feparated

from each other by fea, of the fame precife extent; that each of thefe four parts is a diflin^t

habitable woi^^d; that in the centre of the four is a vaft pyramidal mountain reaching to

the flcies, the top of which is equally diflant from the bafe, and from each of the four di-

vifions of the earth; that the world, or portion of which their country forms a part, lies

to the fouthward of the mountain } and that day, night, and the feafons, are occafioned

by conftant motions of the fun, moon, and ftars, round this quarter: at the fummit of

th? pyramid, they fay, is the heaven for human fouls, and above it the heaven of Angels.

From hence it will appear they know nothing of rational aftronomy, though they are

great pretenders to the judicial application of it: they are wonderfully addided to divina-

tion, omens, and prefages; confult their juggling aftronomers before they engage in any

bufinefs of confcquence; and govern themfelves entirely by the piomifes he gives them of

good fuccefs,or the doubts he exprefles of the event of their undertakings; the very whift-

Jing of the wind, the howling of wild bcafts, and the barking of dogs, are fuppofed to

prognofticatc good or evil.

They compofe a kind of Almanac, and calculate, with tolerable exatSlnefs, the fituations

of the planets; but this may be attributed to an extraordinary genius or two, who at

4iftant periods of their hiftory have reformed their calendar, though they have been

obliged to fupply the want of aftronomical tables by two arbitrary epochas; one of which

is faid to refer to the death of the founder of their religion, which they fay happened two

ll^oulaod three hundred and twenty-eight years ago, and the other to fome other event,

which
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which took place about eleren hundred and forty-five years fince; but they now omit the

former in their aftronomical calculations, though they retain it as an zra of date.

They divide the year into three feafons: the cold months, or winter, which are Decern*

her, January, and part of February; the moderate months, or fpring, being the remain-^

der of February, March, and April; and the fummer, or time of the heats, which ex-

tends through the reft of the year. In the winter they have no frofts; nor is the cold

intenfe, except on the mountains: the fpring is pleafant, and the fruits and flowers are

then in perfeAion; but th' ummer, which alfo includes the rainy feafon, is either fultry,

or the heat 'of the fun fo fervent, as to have the fame efFe£t on trees and plants here as

the feverity of winter has in Europe, ftopping their growth, and depriving them of their

verdure.

Their year commences with the firft new moon in November, though their months are

not lunar ones, but confift of thirty days each j they give no names to them, but count

and date with them, in numerical order, to the days of the week.

They divide the natural day into twenty-four hours, and the night into four watches;

the firft of which commences at fun-fet, and the laft ends at day-break: and this order of

time is invariable, in a country where the days are always of the fame length, by which

means they are alfo enabled to meafure the pafling time in the day, by the fituation of the

fun; and, to anfwer the fame purpofe in the night, they arc faid to have contrivances of

velTels, with fmall apertures to admit water, which, being placed in that element, will

fill and fink in a certain fpace of time.

They are wholly ignorant of anatomy, and are very ill fkilled in medicine : the royal

phyficians were formerly Chinefe or Peguans; but fo many Europeans have, for the laft

century, vifited Siam, that they are fetdom at a lofs for medical aflifhmce from thofe

who have ftudied in Europe. By thefe foreign Airgeons, the praftice of letting blood has

been lately introduced among them. The phyficians of the country feldom vary their pre-

fcriptions, which are all made up from a fet of receipts, handed down to them from their

anceftors; fome of thefe prefcriptions were of a practical nature, fuch as having the fick

perfon trampled on'ln a particular way; and if it happened to be a woman with child,

this operation was to be performed by children, which would procure an eafy delivery^

when thefe remedies failed, they always declared, that the want of fuccefs was owing to the

patient's being rubje£t to fome fpeli or witchcraft, and the prieft was fent for to exorcife.

Thefe phyficians fometimes adminiftered purgatives, but never ventured on emetics; and

their principal dependence feemed to be on warm and cordial medicines, and fudorifics;

they advifed bathing in fevers, and confined the patient to a low diet of thin rice-gruel,

till his difeafe had left him; and this is the cafe with the prefent pra£litioners, as the

broth of animal flefh in this country is extremely prejudicial, and the only food of that

kind allowed to perfons on their recovery from illnefs, is hogs fleih, which is efteemed

light and nutritive.

The abftinence and -teR\pcrance of the Siamefe does not prevent their being afflicted

with many difeafesi the principal of which are, dyfenteries and fluxcsi and to thefe,
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ftrangers are much more Aibje^ than the natives} but agues, gou(, epilepfy, phthific,

fcurvy, dropfy, colic, or flone, are feldom troublefome in thefe warm climates^ the inha-

bitants of which are, however, fubje£i to cancers, fiftulas, and abfcefles : but the mod
pcftilential diforder which prevails in Siam is the fmall-pox, which frequently vifits this

country with a mortality little (hortof that which is occafioned by the plague in other parts

of the caft} the fpreading of which they endeavour to prevent, by burying the bodies of

thofe who die in it immediately after their death, and deferring the ceremonial of burning

for two or three years, when they fuppofe the danger of infection is paft^ and dig them

up again to beftow on them funeral honours.

They are faid to pradife a very extraordinary and (in this hot climate) cruel methoa'

of purifying women after child-birth: this they do by keeping them continually before a

large fire for a whole month; during which time they are not only roafted, but almolt

fuiFocated, there being no chimnies in their houfes, and only holes in the roofs to let out

the fmoke} their meat and drink muft.alfo be taken hot. They make an offering to the

fire of every thing they ufe» and of whatever is taken by their friends and vifitors; and on

this occafion, though it does not appear they do fo on any other, they fcem to conflder the

fire as a deity, and offer thankf^iving to it for their prefervation and purification.

The Siameffi are very in^if&rent muflcians, nor have they any more knowledge of this

fcicnce than of the others } notes they are wholly, unacquainted.! with, nor have they any

idea of playing or Tinging in parts :. their inilruments are harfh and untuneful ; they

confift of fmall, ill-founding drums, of two different kindsj. the one beaten with the fift,

the other with a fingle flick; trumpets,. flill more deficient in harmony; fhrill hautboys,,

which they accompany with. a kind of cymbals of copper; and a fmall violin with three

firings. Upon great folcmnities, and in particular when the king gees abroad, all thefe

found together,. and produce a concert, which would not be very pleafing to. an Italian^

audience, though it fuits the Siamefe tafte,^ whofe organs of hearing may be fuppofed ta

be lefs delicately.framed.

The metropolis of the kingdom ofSiam bears ufiially the fame name, though it iscalU

ed, by the Siamefe, Siyothiya; and, by eaflern flrangers, corruptedly, Judia and Odiua. It

is fituated in an ifland, or rather iflhmus, formed by the river Menan, in about 14 degree*

28 minutes north latitude, andin the looth degree of eafl longitude from London; and is.

three leagues in circumference, and in thefhapeof a pear; the narrow part being towards the

eafl, and the broad to the weflf: at the eafliS a bridge, or oaufeway, to pafs outof the town

by land. The city is encompaffed by a wall with towers, and is believed by the inhabi--

tants to be impregnable: which wouM be indeed the cafe, if it could holdout a ftege of fix.

months; at the end of which time,' the river overflowing, would carry off or drown the

army of the.befiegers, If they did' not retire in time. Sbme writers affert, that not a fixth'.

part of the fpace within the walls is applied to ordinary buildings, and the habitations of

men; for that there are between two and three hundfed pagodas, or temples, furround-.

cd by their, burying-places, which, with the gardens of nearly as many convents oT

priefts, ocpupy a very confideritble part of this exten't j and the lofty trees pjafited in thofe.

gardensj.
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gardens, mingled with the pyramids eredled in the burying-ground3,wtth their fpires, and

the gilded towers of the pagodas, form a variegated and pleafing appearance.

Ihele pagodas are laid to furpafs, in magnificence, thol'o of every other part of the

Indies: that in the king's palace is dcfcribed as of peculiar fplen 'or, though the rccep«

tack- of two frightful mongers, the objects of the idolatrous worfhip of this unenlightened

people. It is rcprcfcnted as cmbelliihed and enriched in a moft aftonifhing manner j the

walls, the cicling^ pillars, and an infinite number of figures of men and various animals,

{6 cxquifitely gilded, as to fcem covered with, plates of gold ;. and on the altar, which is

elevated from the floor,, are faid to be four figures of (olid gold, each nearly the fize of

the life:, thefe, as ufual with their idols,.are fitting crofs-legged. At fome diflance advan-

cing from the altar,, is a pagod or idol, reported to be fifteen yards in height : it ftanda

eredt, and touches with it's head the vaulted roof of the choir j and this immenfe figure is

alfo faid to he of the purell gold} though lefs credulous travellers have confefTed them-

felvcs fully fatisfied that it is formed of wood, and only thinly covered with plates of gold^

or finely gilded with that metal. The natives, however,, maintain the former opinion j

and affirm, that this ColofTal ftatue was cafl in the place where it flands, and the temple

afterwards built over it. This pagoda contains many other idols, befides thofe we have

defcribed^ of various forms, and different degrees of value : fome of thefe are faid to be

decorated with precious flones.

At a very fmall diflance from this is another temple, which, though not equally

rich, is admired as a more regular and elegant building, It has five domes or cupolas; a
large one in the middle, furrounded by four of fmaller dimenfions: the roof is faid to be

covered with plates of tutanaque, gilded with gold.. Three rows of monumental pyramids

eocompafs this temple; and the whole area which contains thefe buildings is furrounded

with galleries, in which are placed above four hundred flatues, formed of inferior metals^

wood, and clay, and yvhich are confidered as deities of a lower order.

The city is by no means means defpicable; the ftreets are flraight and fpacious, but

only the principal ones are paved with brick: they have, however, generally^ canals cut

through them J
fo that, like the city of Venice, mofl houfes may be approached by boats.

This facility of bringing their merchandize from the fea, and landing them at the doors

of their warehoufes ; and the certainty of an immediate market, and a profitable return^

attraded the traders of the eaflern world, and rendered this remote city a place of confi-

derable commerce. The numerous bridges over thefe canals would be highly ornamental,

if they were of regular conflrudion ; but fome of them arc of brick, others of wood, andi

not a few even of hurdles. The houfes are built with bamboos, and eref^ed, as in other

parts of the eafV, upon pillars; the parts underneath the houfes being Kft open for a free

pafTage of air, to carry off the damps to which countries, fubjedt to overflowings, are con-

{lantly liable. Of the fame wood, fplit into planks, are the floors alfo made; but thefe,

as well as the walls of the fame matei-ials, are covered with mats; a precaution abfolutely,

neccfTary, as both are full of open crevices: their windows are a kind of lattice-work,,

without glafs; and, from the whole figure of thefe houfes, and the afcent to them being;

hy a ladder inftead of flairs, they have more the appearance of granaries than the habita*^

tionsft
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tions of men { and this is more (Iriking, from the want.of chimnies, the placet of which

arc in general Aipplied b^ temporary hearths, compofed of earth in baflcets.

The houfes, even ia the ftrects, never join each others "O"' •""* *hey in general capa-

cious enough to contain the whole family, if it is numerousi but feveral diftin(^ buildings,

ere^ed on pillars, and proportioned in fixe and number to the quality of the owner, and

the number of his women, dependants and fervants, are inclofed within a bamboo paling; (a

that each man of confequence has a fenced village, the magnitude of which is determined

by his rank and fortune. At the approach of the floods, the very cattle are conveyed into

thefe apartments for fafety, as the whole city is then overflowed, as well as the neigh-

bouring country, and the only communication is by boats} with one or more of which,

according to circumftances, every family is provided. Here are fome houfes built of

brick, which are inhabited by Chriftians, Mahometans, and Chinefe; and thefe are erect-

ed on ground artificially raifed high enough to be fecure from the conftant inundation,

which, returning at certain periods, is eafily provided againf^.

Though neither private houfes, or even the palace itfclf, exceed one ftdry high, yet the

height of the front frequently differs from that of the rooms within, as the room next the

entrance is always the loweft; and from this, the afcent to the next is by two or three

ileps, and fo on to a third, fourth, and others, the roof riftng in proportion to this eleva<

tion of the apartments.

The houfes of the nobles and officers of ftate have feldom more than three apartments,

rifmg above each other; it is referved for the royal palaces to have feven or eight degrees

of afcent; but in every cafe, the entrance to the firlt room is by very narrow ftairs, and a

fmall door at one extremity of the building.

Their furniture confifts of couches covered with mats, but merely large enough for one

perfon to fleep on, each individual of an opulent family being furniflied with fuch

a bed; the poor only mixing together on the floor. The couches have each a curtain,

which ferves to divide thofe who reft in the fame apartments; and the rich, inftead of

feather-beds, ufe mattrafl!es ftufFed with cotton, like thofe of Europe; and have alfo a pil-

low, a piece of calico or filk on the mattrafs, and a piece of carpet to cover them.

The Siamefe take their food lying on the ground ; and every individual of the company

has a table of lacquered ware, with a border round it, but without feet. TKeir apartments

contain alfo cabinets, chefls of drawers, and vefl^ls of porcelain, copper, and earth; and

they arc cnamented with paintings on paper, either refembling thofe' of China, or at^ual-

ly impo'icd from that country.

L!< .le variety as they have in their houfhold furniture, they have ftill proportionably

lefs in their mechanic tools, and implements of husbandry: the total want of iron may

account for the little need there is of the fcrme<-, and the nature of the foil, and manner

of cultivation, renders the latter unneceflaryj yet, notwithftanding this deficiency, the

bricks with which fome of their temples, palaces, and pyramids are built, are faid to be

tolerably well r.nade; and their cement binds with extraordinary ftrength, and is of fuch

(fauty, that a wall plaiftered with it has, as has been already obferved, the appearance of

poliflied marble : yet thefe excellent materials do not enfure the duration of the buildings,

which.
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\vhich, for want of proper foundations, foon totter, and are then fupported by pillars of

wood, to prevent their total overthrow.

Their gardens are generally within the bamboo paling already defcribed; and, a« they

are chiefly calculated for ufe, are laid out in no regular order, but difpofed to the bed ad-

vantage, for the produdion of fuch vegetables as are mod neceflary for domedic purpofes.

But though the habitations of private individuals arc neither remarkable for external

fplendor, or internal ornament; yet the royal palace, both within and without, is repre-

fentcd as poflcfling both in a more eminent degree than even the temples. It is fituate

on an elevation, rifing from the banks of the river; and thought from it's extent, it hath

been compared to a city, yet it is ad'erted, that all the towers, pyramids:, and other coii-

fpicuous parts of the buildings, are gilded; and that the apartments of the king and his

ladies are filled with ornameqts of gold, filver, and precious doncs, to an adonidiing

value; and the royal meals ferved fometimes in diflics of gold and filvci, though, on ordi-

nary occafions, in China-ware.

The pabce is built with brick, and furrounded by a treble inclofurc of brick wall?,

which are at very confiderable didanceb Vom each otlier: between each wall is a fpacious

court; the innermod of which contains uij lo] i apartments, and gardens planted with

trees forming fliady groves, and rtfrcflied with canals of water; on the margins of which,

are airy rooms, incompafl'ed by low walls, and the roofs fupported by pillars. It is in

tiiefe rooms that the king generally receives anibaffadors, as a mark of great refpcdt; as

every one of his fubjecls is enjoined to fall prodrate on the ground, whenever he even en-

ters cr leaves this court; nor muil he pafs by the outer gates of the palace without bend-

in^ his body.

The gates arc always fliut ; nor is any pcrfon permitttcd to enter, till the officer of the

guard is informed of his requed: if it is granted, he mud deliver his arms at the gate,

and be cx.imincd, to difcovcr if he has drank any fpirituous liquor, which is done by

fmelling his breath. In the fird court is a fmall number of foldiers, who are unarmed,

and are always in a dooping podure. Thefe fcrve the king in the double capacity of

guards and executioners, and feldom exceed five or fix hundred. When the king is to re-

ceive an ambaflador, or on any other public occafion, they have arms delivered to tlieni

from the palace; but they are not permitted to have them in their cudodies, after the im-

mediate ceremony of the day is performed.

The guards are compofed of horfe and foot; the former are principally foreigners, and
are divided into bodies, commanded by officers of their own refpedive countries; but the

body-guard, which is alfo horfe, confids of four troops of gentlemen, having thiiiy in each,

bcfides officers; and thefe are all Indians of Indoftan, Chinefe, and natives of Tartary ;

the latter of whom are armed with bows and arrows, the others with fire-arms and fcy-

mitars: the arms and horfes are provided by the monarch. Some of thefe, as well as of ,

the other horfe-guards, attend the fovercign when he goes abroad; but none of thtfe are ;

ever permitted to enter the gates of the palace, though they are alfembled without to re-

ceive him, and accompany him at his- return, to fee him fafely within his own walls.
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The favourite elephants and horfcs of fhe king have their ftables within the firft inclo.

fure. Each of the elephants has feveral attendants} but the number i> proportioned to the

name given him by his majefty, which diftinguiflies his rank, being allegorica!, and refer-

ring to fome p(;culiar quality which he is fuppofcd to pofiefs. When they /o out, either

for fervice or air, they are loaded with trappings and ornaments; and a '/ir" of the regard

vfhh which they are treated is occafioned by a common idea, that their docility and faga-

city is owing to their being informed by fouls which had formerly animated the bodies

of illuftrious perfons. The Siamcfe too have generally a white elephant, which they pre-

tend to he the only one in the world, and believe him to contain the foul which once re-

fided ill a fov:reign prince: he is therefore never ufed^even by the king. Notwithftand-

ing he is commonly called the white elephant, he is not perfeflly free from a fhade of

red; from whence he has, by fome travellers, been called the white and red elephant,

and been reprefented as ftriped with tbefe colo'irs. This beaft is faid to be ferved with

food and water in velTels of gold and fiiver.

Next to the white elephant, a white horfe is the great favourite, and is treated with a

dtfgrce of refpe^ little inferior; and the beaft in the third degree of honour, is a black ele-

phant; but, though this is aimoft as feldom found as a white one, yet they frequently co-

Jour them, when they are not naturally (o black as they wifli them; which is generally

the cafe, as it is fuppofed one pprfedly black was hardly ever fcen.

The barges and gallies belonging to the king are nearly of the fame conftiuftion as

thofe we have already defcribed, and are fecured in proper buildings on the fide of the

river, oppofite the palace; but they are feldom ufcd, as the guards cannot attend fo con-

veniently when he travels by water, as when he moves by land.

Like other monarchs of the eaft, the King of Siam exadils from his fubjedls a reverenc?

which even approaches to adoration. The nobility and great officers of ftate fall proftrate

the moment they enter into his prefence, and in that humiliating pofture receive his com-

mands; and even when he condefcends to take their advice in council, they are not per-

mitted to raife their bodies, though the difcuflion of the bufinefs (hould take three or four

hours, except they are called upon to offer their opinions ; in which cafe they may do it

on their knees, with their hands elevated to their heads, at every period of fpeech making

profound reverences, and addreffing the prince with the moft pompous titles, and the moft

fulfome adulations ; and, however abfard may be his judgment, it is received with the

higheft tokens of approbation, and his confequent orders inftantly executed, without the

leaft oppofition or murmur. When he appears, his fubjedts are not to be feen in the

ftreets: and fo compleat is his defpotifm, that not only the polTeffions of thofe he governs

are precarious, and the enjoyment of them dependent on his will, but rank and condition

are entirely in his difpofal, following employments which he btftows on whom he pleafes,

and takes back ».t his own pleafure; reducing the grandee to a peafant, and elevating a

mechanic to a minifter of ftate.

His revenue arifes from his lands and goods, which he lets to farm at a certain rent of

about nine pence fterling for every forty fathoms fquare; from various duties; and, among

others, from one on boats, every one of which pays three fhillings for every fathom it is

ia
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In length.' He has, befidcs, not only cuftoms on goods exported and Imported, But a

certain tax for the (hip itfelf, according to it's burden. He has alfo a (landing duty

upon fpirits diftilled, and lays an arbitrary annual tax on all the mod valuable fruit-trees;

fuch as cocoa-trees, durions, mangoes, oranges, and thofe that afford betel, which is pro-

portioned to the bearing} and his houlhold is furnifhed with provifions from immenfe

trads of lands and garden-grounds, which are not farmed, but cultivated by his fubjedls

without expence, in a manner which will be mentioned hereafter. Prefents received from

his fubjeds conftitute no inconfiderable part of his revenue; to which rjy be added, the

feizure of effedls upon the death of his officers; fines, and ccnfifcations, on the convidlion

of offenders againft the laws, and compofitions for the fix months fervice, which is fre-

quently performed in this way by the rich, who do not chufe to fubmit to manual labour:

and over and above this, the whole, or the greater part of the craus of the kingdom, is in

the hands of the fovereign.

Yet, notwithftanding thefe rcfources, his revenue in money is faid not to exceed fix or

feven hundred thouland crowns; but the payments in produce of his demefne lands, for

the fupport of his houfhold, his flaves, and his elephants, is aftonifliingly great; and

when it is confidered that all his oflicers, and even his foldiers, ferve without pay; that he

has liicewife the labour of one half of his fubjeds without wages; and that he fometimes

levies taxes for extraordinary charges, fuch as the fupport of amb.tfTadors, the eredtion of

public buildings, and the carrying on war; his revenue may be eOimated at an Hiimenfe

fum: nor wi"', it appear furprizing, that the riches of the royal treafury are faid to be in-

conceivably great, when we are informed, that the vaft colleiSlion of gold, filv ,r, and

jewels, depofited there, has be^'n the accumulation of a long fucceifion of monarchs; the

Siamefe rating the worth of their monarchs, in proportion to the additions they have made

to this ufelefs hoard; the enjoyment of which confifts only in reputation, as it muft remain

untouched, however urgent may be the neceffities of the ftate.

Thus is the principal wealth of the kingdom depofited in the royal treafury, the palace,

and the temples: few individuals are opulent, and trade is reftridted by the want of cur-

rent cafli ; and whiift the cellars are filled with the richeft metals, and the moft precious

Hones, an appearance of poverty prevails, not only in private life, but even in the public

courts for the adminiftruiion of juftice, and in other great aflemblies of ftate; in one of

which, a traveller remarks, that the members were feated in a circ'e, and had only one

lamp before them; and were obliged to fupply themfelves with light to read the refult of

their deliber.tions, by can.-^'es pioduced from their own pockets, which they lighted at the

lamp, and put on pieces of wood, which ferved by way of candlefticks.

Thofe who attend the king, either on bufine.'s or ceremoiy, are not admitted to the

fam3 room with him; but he ufually appears at a window which opens from an inner

apaitment into the great hall of audicnc. This hall is fituatc at ihe extremity of tiic firft

inclofure; and the window is fo high, that thofe who have credentials, memorials, jt pe-

titions to deliver, are forced to ftand upon three fteps to prefcnt them to the king's hand:

for this purpofe they arc placed in a goldeii cup, as is every thing elfc which he receives

from his ofHcers. «
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In this hall forty-four pages, feledled from the fons of the nobility, are in conftant

vaiting; they are divided into four companies, each of which is commanded by two or

three oflficers. Thefe bands of attendants proftrate tbjmfelves at the hour of audience,

one half on the right-hand, and the other on the left of the hall} and the duties of their

offices are, to difpatch the king's orders to his min-iters: they have alfo other employments

in the houfliold; fuch as, to fcrve their fovere .gn with betel and other refrefliments, to

adt as librarians, and to read to him; a bufinr.fs for which every man of confequence in

the eaft keeps one or more young men in his f.rvice.

But though thefe, as well as the miniftr'.s themfelves, are obliged to fall to the earth

before the monarch; yet he has one oiticer who is exempt from this humiliation, and his

duty is to keep his eyes conftantly fixed on the king, who communicates orders to him by

figns, which he perfcdlly underftands, and conveys them in the fame way to thofc who
are to put them in execution; and as the royal figns are known only to this officer, they

frequently convey fatal inflru6tions concerning thofe who are adlually in the royal prc-

fence, but who remain perfeft ftrangers to the meditated mifchief, till it overtakes them.

Women only are admitted about the royal perfon; by females his bed is made; and they

alfo afliil in putting on all his garments, except his cap: this muft be done by Ivimfrlf

alone, left his facred head Hiould be prophaned by the touch of inferior mortals. His i\.ry

cooks are of the fofter lex, and by them alfo he is attended at table. The diflics arc carried

in by the eunuchs, who deliver them to the women; and though we are not acquaint-:./

with the manner of drefiing the provifions, yet we are told that fait and fpices aie put lu

by weight, that no difference may be difcovered in difhes of the fame quality.

The women receive the royal cloaths frcrr. a male keeper of the ki.'i^'s wardrobe; and

there arc other officers who have the care of the plate and porcelain ; the moft confiderabie

of whom has the cufludy of the cup out of which he commonly drinks, which is a goblet

of pure gold.

The king's marriages here, like thofe in Portugal, are generally among the royal blood;

and travellers aiTert, that it is no uncommon cafe for this monarch to marry his own

daughter by his filler; a degree of confanguinity for which the crowned head juft men-

tioned would find it difficult to proci:re a difpcnfation. This queen, however, is treated

by the reft of the women as their fovereign, has the command of the black and white

euiiuchs, who are feldom above ten or twelve in number, and punifhes both them and

the women at her own difcreticii : fhc has alio her elephants and her barges diftinct from

the king, as well as a treafury and a fepi rate trade. VVnen Tie goes abroad, her chair is

inclofcd with a lattice or curtains, through which fhe can diflinguilh every thing as (he

pafles, without difcovcriiig her perfon; and all perfons are injoined to get out of the way,

or prollrat( themfelves when flic approaches, and to treat her with the fame exterior rc-

fycii as the king himfelf.

The crown is not, of courfe, hereditary, it leaft only as in countries where the Ma-
hometan religion is profefTed. The king's cldcfl fon, by any woman that brings him a

nh..c child, generally fucceedsj but if his father docs not think him qualified, or prefers

any
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any after '?orn child, he has the power of changing the ordiwary lucccilioii, and railing

which he plcafes to the throne.

The king fcldom goes abroad, and never on foot: he either rides upon an elephant, or

is carried in a chair; and though he has comnnonly two thoufand fine horfcs, very rarely

mounts any of them. When he gets upon cither of thefe beafts, he cither dcfcends im-

mediately from a window of his apartment, or from fomc terrace of a proper height, to

feat himfelf on it's back, and is never lifted upui it from the ground. On the back of

the elephant is an uncovered feat, open before, fheltcred from the fun by an umbrellai,

which is carried by a man on foot, who, by means of a very long ftafF, fpreads it over

the king's head; and as this h .; very fatiguing fervice, he is frequently relieved, as is alfo

the officer who guides the elephant, and who fits on the neck of the beaft, and governs

him by pricking him on the head with a pointed ftick or a goad of iron.

When the king goes to Louvo to hunt, he travels on an elephant; and when he pi'.»'-

fues the fport, he is accompanied by his women on foot; but two or three hundred foldiers

generally precede him and his ladies, to clear the way, or compel thofe who cannot quit

it to fall with their faces to the earth, and remain in that pofti;re till he and his female

attendants are palFed.

Great care is taken to prevent cabals among the grandees ana perlons of diftiniSlion

:

the great officers of flate are not alluwcd to vifit each other but at weddings and funeral»,

and then their converfations muft be in the hearing of a third perfon, that nothing may
pafs tending to difaife£lion; and on all occafions, every man who overhears any confulta-

tions or propofuions which threaten danger to the eftablifhcd government, is bound to give

information, on pain of death ; and a number of fpies are alfo employed and paid by the

prince, who get admiffion into all companies, and obferve what pafTes; yet if any difco-

veries are made, they cannot be communicated to the fovereign without danger, as his re-

fentment is apt to fall on thofe who are the bearers of ill tidings; it being impoffible to

convince him that his government can fail to confer happinefs on a people who, he con-

ceives, ought to place it in ferving him. No man, however high his rank, dares inform

him that the executPon of his commands can be attended with any difficulty: his officers

therefore endeavour to fulfil his orders, and in cafe of mifcarria^: endeavour afterwards

to excufe themfelves, opening the misfortune g "dually, and with all poffible precaution;

for every failure is conHrued into neglcA, which is generally puniihed with the utmoft

rigour.

Nor are the great officers only accountable to their fove- , ign for their conduA in the

exercife of their feveral employments. He condefcends to a£l alfo as their fchoolmafter,

and frequently examines them as to their knowledge of the learned languages, and their

acquaintance with the doiSlrines of the religion they profefs; and any deficiency in either

of thefe points is punifhcd with the baflinado, which is alio inAi£led on them for neglcA

of duty, without regard to rank or condition.

On thefe accounts the common people are, in many refpe£ls, more fafeand happy than

thofe in exalted ftations. The court is the ftation of danger; and the greater diftancc a

man is remoyed from it, the greater is his fecurity; for he is not only Icfs liable to the
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cffeds of his fovereigti's caprice, but to the mifchiefs occafioned by ixiformeri^ who receive

fiich encouragement, that not only the aftual commiHIon of crimes tnuft be avoided, but

every artifice ufeJ to prevent any accufation being brought, which, however ill-founded,

is generally well received, and the fuppofed delinquent fuffers from a charge, even with^

out convidlion.

Yet the people are opprefled by the governors of provinces, and other ofScers of ftate,

who fleece them under pretence of prefcnts, which, however, thofe who offer them well

know mufl not be witheld, as none of the officers of ftate receive any falaries from the

king, but are provided with elephants, flaves, habitations and portions of land, which

revert to the crown on death or removal. Even the judges are allowed to take money of the

parties; but they are not to be influenced by it, for they are punifbed for injuftice, though

not for bribery.

The king holds frequent councils of ftate; fometimes twice in a day, at ten in the

morning, and the fame hour at night. At thefe councils, the feveral members to whom
the king has committed the management of any particular department, reads his inftruc-

tions, and gives an account of his condu(3 in the execution of the orders he has received.

Before the arrival of the .
ince, the feveral attending members offer their opinions as to

the manner in which he i .' ;ted himfelf ; and afterwards, when the king takes his

feat, the rcfult of their debate sported to him for his examination and final judgment.

If the opinions of the counfellors are divided, or if any difficulty arifes, he orders the cafe

to be re-confldcred ; and, if the niatter is very intricate, fometi nes confults the fuperior

of the priefts. But it behoves his council to take care how they offer any opinion which

may militate againft the royal with or inclination, as this is a liberty which generally

meets with punifhmcnt, under the pretence of ill advice; and it is for this realbn that they

never fail to make their determinations fubfervient to whatever they fuppofe wilK be his

pieafure.

The degrees of honour and dignity in Siam are eftimated by the number of men each

nobleman has under his command. The whole nation are divided into bands, one half

of whom are foldiery, and the other labourers. The officer who eommands a band is

called Nay, or Captain; but as they are compofcd of feven different numbers, fo he who

commands one of the largeft, poflefTes the higbeft rank; and by fcven regular gradations

they proceed to the loweft : and the government of provinces and cities are clafled in nearly

the lame way, and in like manner confer different degrees of confequence.

Every great officer receives, with his appointment, a new name, and the offices of ftate

are accounted hereditary; yet they fcIJom uefccnd, as in a defpotic government pretences

arecafily found to deprive kue legal fucceiibr, and confer the employment on fome minion

oi the I'oyal favour.

The governors and other public officers takj an oath of fidelity 011 their appointments i

this ceicmony is performed by tlrinkinjr a certain quantity of confecrated water, whiift

a prietl recounts the duties of the office, and denounces vengeance againft him who drinks

It, if he fails in the performance of them, or in his alleijiancc: and cycry perfon, of

whatever



I N D O S T A K. 483

whatever nation or religion^, who enters into the Siamefc fervice, . muft make this public

engagement of fidelity.

Every governor of a province or city is inverted with the whole Authority, both civil and

military; and though a council is nominated to aflift him when he prefides in a court of

juftice, yet they only give their opinions when required, the determination being folely

in his own breafl.

To the hereditary governors are annexed feveral legal rights, which interfere with the

royal prerogative, and have induced the kings of Siam to render the dcfcent of them un-

certain: the fe are, rents of lands, profits arifmg by confifcations and fines, cuftoms on
merchandize, and the monopoly of commerce: fo that an hereditary governor of a pro-

vince is a kind of petty prince, o\yine fubjcflion only to the king, but not being amenable

to him for ordinary n^atters of governipent.

The laws of Siam are contained in three written volumes; the firft of which contains

the names, functions, and particular privileges of the feveral officers; the fecond, the an-

cient ordinances of the kings; and the third, thofe of a more modern date: and this vo-

lume may be confidered as a kind of commentary upon the former.

In the metropolis the king is fupreme judge, and to him appeals are made from all the

other tribunals of the kingdom ; but he does not prefide in ordinary cafes, appointing one

of his chief ofEcers to ad as principal judge, in a court of judicature which is held with-

out the facred wails of the royal inclofure; but from his determination an appeal alfo lies

to the throne. In the provinces the governor is alfo the judge, civil and criminal.

The proceedings in law are all in a criminal way; and every perfon who exhibits a

charge againft another, which he fails to prove, the perfon intending to profecute draws

up a petition, in which he ftates his complaint, and prefents it tp the captain or chief of

the band to which he belongs: by him it is tranfmittcd to the governor; and if the com-

plaint appears frivolous, or the profecutor fails in his proof, according to the laws of this

country he fhould undergo the punifhmcnt which would have followed the convi<Siion of

the accufed; but even in Siam corruption prevails over juflice, and profecutions are en-

couraged, becaufe they minifler to the avarice of the judge, by multiplying the fees of

office.

After the petition is prefcnted, it is referred by the governor or prefident to his council,

who appoint clerks to examine the witnefll-s on both fides, and hear what each party has

to offer. This is taken down in writing; and from thefe depofirions the council form

their judgments, which are however fubjeft to the rcvifal of the governor: no attornies or

advocates are necefiary in the courts of Siam. Here every man pleads his own caufe;

or if he is incapable or unwilling, one of his relations may fpcak for him; but he who
performs this office muft either be the brother, nephew, or firft coufin of the party 'in whofc

behalf he undertakes it.

And however litigations may be privately encouraged, yet, before any caufe is publicly

heard, the parties are feveral times called into court, and admoniflied to agree; but :is

this matter of form in general proves unfuccefsful, the governor at length appoints a day

for all the parties to attend, who being prefent in court, the clerk reads the charge, the

defence,
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defence, the evidence, and the opinion of the council : after which, the governor proce?(fs

to examine the grounds on which thoy have fornied their judgments} which being ex-

plained to him, he proceeds to pafs judgment, according to his own conception of the cafe.

If the accufer fails in his proofs, recourfe is fonietimes had to torture, both by fire and

watrr; but then both the plaintiff and defendant niuft fubmit to it} and it is inflidcd bv

compelling the parties to walk over a ditch filled with burning coals, their conductors

preffing their fhoulders, that they may not tread too lightly. He who efcapes burning;

that is to fay, the party whofe foles are moft hardened by going barefoot, is adjudged to

be in the right. Sometimes the trial is made by compelling them to dip their hands ii

burning oil} and, however incredible it may appear, yet here too, as well as in other

parts of the caft, it is very common for one or both the parties to remain unhurt. The
trial by water is the fame that hath been mentioned in other parts of this work } and he

who can keep his head longeft under that element is efteemcd innocent, A third method

of determining guilt, is to oblige the accufer and accufed to fwallow emetic pills, whicii

are adniiniftcrcd.by a priett, with heavy denunciations againft the criminal, which he is

determined to be whofe ftomnch is foontft offended with the naufeous drug.

Thefe experiments are made in the prefence of the judge, the council, and as many

people as chule to aflemble. The king himfelf very often diredls them to be made in cafes

of appeal from judgment of inferior tribunals. Sometimes he direfls both the fuppofed

offender and his profecator to be thrown into the tygers dens; and if either (hould efcjpe

the fury of the beaft, he is deemed innocent: if both are devoured, they are both confider-

ed as guilty. And to trials of this defpcrate nature will the Siamefe fubmit with a de-

gree of intrepidity very a(loni(hing, as they appear in all other cafes to be timid and pu-

filanimou».

The governors of provinces, or the prefidents of the provincial councifs, are nof per-

mitted to execute conviiled criminals without a particular authority from the king; but

they may inflidl the baftinado, and other punifhments of the like kind, with fuchfevcritya*

to be aftually followed by death} and it is in this way they take care to difpatch thofefrom

whofe informations they have any thing to apprehend. We have already obfcrved, that all

legal proceedings here are oi the criminal kind. Thus, for inftancc} ifany man mj-jftiy

obtains the pofieffion ofanother's land, he is efteemed guilty of robbery, and being convitSt-

ed, is compelled not only to reftore the lands, but to forfeit their full value in money, one

half of which goes to the injured party, and the other to the judge} and all other forfei-

tures being divided in the fame way, it maybe eafily conceived that the magiftrates are not

very avcrfe to convi<5lions } and as tlie officers who are appointed to report what paffes in

the provinces, generally connive at extortions, in which they are permitted to partake, the

people receive little advantage from an inilitution apparently calculated to prevent eveiy

fpecies of oppreflion.

Capital puniQiments are inflitSed in various ways; thecriminalisibmetimesexpofed to the

elephants, being fadened to a flake, and a fingle elephant fuffered to look at him and walk

round him, till, at the command of the keeper, the beafl twines his trunk round the un-

foftunate wretch, and dragging the flake out of the ground, throws both into the air, and

receives
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receives the offender on histoflci* from which he is immediately Ihalcen oft* and trampled

to pieces: at other titfies feveral elephants are brought out and AifFcred to divert them>>

fclves, by toffing the devoted offender from trunk to trunk} and this punifhment is notaU

ways mortal, as thefe creatures are fo extremely tractable, that they deft ft on certain figns

being made to them. The puniihments in this country are generally adapted to the

crime: thus the Siamefe punith lyings by fewing vp the mouth of the delinquent; and

fucb as are convicted of extortion, or of embezzling the public treafures, are fentenced to

have melted gold or filver poured down their throats. Decollation, and cutting in two^

are alfo fooietimes ufed, on finite criminals, though thefe more frequently perifh under the

baftinado. ,r .-, .,. . ..„ ,

Petty crimes are puniflied by hanging a heavy plank or beam of wood about their necks

for a certain fpace of time, or by placing the conviiSl up to the (boulders in the earth,

and then bufFetting him about the head ; and this is confidered as an infamous punifli*

ment, though it is faid that even the difgrace of this is foon eifaced, and that no other

afFe^s the reputation of the fufFcrer. No puniflimcnt is infamous longer than it lafts;

fo that he who has gone through it one day, is frequently honoured with the firft offices of

ilate the next, and is placed even about the royal perfon.

Negk£ts in the execution of the fovereign's orders are punifhed.by the infli&ion of a

certain number of pun<£lures on the head, face, or body, with the point of a fwords

and rebellion or mutiny in time of war, by ripping up the bodies of the culprits, tak>

ing out their entrails, and leaving the carcafes to be devoured by beafts or birds of prey.

When, from policy or jealoufy, one of the blood-royal is condemned to die, he does

not fufFer as an ordinary malefador, nor muft his precious blood be fpilt ; but he is either

mercifully (entenced to be ftarved to death, to be fufFocated in ftlks or other rich cloath-

ing, or to be laid on a piece of fcarlet cloth and pierced through the body with a pointed

(lake of feme odoriferous wood.

The kings of Siam are never named by their fubjedts bi^t as the fovereigns ; it is'report*-

ed that they have no names till after their deaths, when they are fixed by their fuccefTors,

in order to prefei^ve a hiftory of events : various reafons have been affigned for this ftrange

deficiency ; the befl fcems to be an apprehenfion that every proper name is the fubjedt of a

fpell, and that ^ny practices that would endanger the fafetyof the monarch, would be pre-

judicial to the ftatel

But though the monarchs of this country are undiftinguifhed by names, their titles are

high and founding; they are called refpedlful, great, and immortal; the fountains of wif-

dom, juftice, mercy, and benevolence, lights of the earth, deputies of God, and, like

the kings of Pegu, fovereigns of the white elephant : and to fuch a height do his fubje£ts

carry their opinion of his power, that they fuppofe him capable of reftraining the overflow-

ings of the rivers, for which purpofe he makes an annMal pt^blic prqcei&on on the river, at

the commencement of the floods, and iffues his commands, that the rife of the waters (hall

not exceed the bounds which he prefcribes. This ceremony is performed with great fo-

lemnity, the king being feated on a throne under a rich canopy, in the middle of a long,

Dartow, and very fplendid barge ) his nobles and officers of ftate being feated before and
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1>ehind the throne, on the floor or bottom of theveflel, whfch is rowed by fixty men in an

uniform of crimfon, with caps or turbans highly ornamented : at leaft a thoufand barges

follow that which carries the king, who proceeds from the city to a temple fltuate about

three miles above it on the banks of the river ; here he pronounces his decree againft the

flood, and offers his devotions; and having received from the priefts a piece of cotton cloth,

which muft have been manufaAured from the wool on thie fame day, the whole proceflton

returns to the city. This monarch alfo, at another feafon of the year, pafles through his

city by land, and diftributes hisblefHng to his people: this proceflton is made on elephants,,

and the nobility alfo attend with bands of fuch mufic as this country affords; but his fub-

je£ls are forbid to look in his face, and are only indulged with a retrofpeAive view of the

toyal perfon, after he is paffed by them.

We have already obftrved that nobility is only attendant on oiRce; and' the patent 06

creation is a betel box of gold or filver, more or lefs valuable, and ornamented according

to the rank intended to be conferred. Of the feven degrees already mentioned, five are dif-

tinguiffaed by other employments, befides the command of their bands : the firft occupy

the great pofls hereafter noticed; from the fecond order the ambaffadors or envoys to foreign

courts are chofen ; the third rank are employed as inferior governors and royal meflengers;.

and from the fourth and fifth orders are felefiedthe fuperintendants of the (hipping, thc-

Iceepersof the royal palaces, the deputies of the great ofHcers, the lower clafs of judges

and council, and' the lefs important offices of the royal houfhold : each of thefe are dif-

tinguiihed by coronets or circles round their caps, more or lefs rich, both in materials and:

conftrudtion; each rank has alfo it's particular fWord and barge, and their ladies are al-

lowed the fame marks of diAin£bon, when they appear in public, or take their amufements,,

which they do with- lefs reftraint "han in mofi other countries of the ea((, and are feldoni

known to abufe the confidence of their hufbands.

There are faid to be feven great officers of flate: the firft is prime-minifter,. or rather

viceroy, being permitted to fit in the king's prefence, and in his abfence toexercife royal'

authority; the fecond' is prefidCnt of the ftate council, receives and anfwers difp^tches.

from the governors of provinces, and may be confidered as fecretary. of flate; the third -

is commander in chief- of all the forces of'the kingdom, and governor of all the fortifica-

tions and foFtrefles; the fburthkas the folt management of the hou(hold4.and orders all

matters within the gates of the royal palace; the fifth is iiitrufled with the cplledion and:

care of the public magazines, and to his hands come? all the foreign correfpondencej

the Axth fuperintends- the coUieding of the royal revenues; and the feventh is the chief,

criminal judges

Befides thefe, there is a high treafurer, with a deputy.and~clerks,.and*at leaft three thot-

fand officers of different denominations, whofe<]iiily.attendance in the palace is inforoid

'

by fevere flagellations, with fplit bamboos,, which . is inflicted not only on thofe of the-

male fex who are negligent in the performant:eof, this dyty, but even on th% female .at--

tcndants of this monarchy whofe backs are firequentlv marked, with thefe infignia of ofr

fice, which they rather fcek to expofe than conceal, coufideriog them as honoucable fears..

The.
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The SUmefe are but little addid^ed to war : as the reign of the monarch is not only de-

motic but arbitrary and tyrannical, he has little to expedt from his fubjeifls in cafe of re-

bellion or invadon ; and his reign is, therefore, precarious,, and his authority only maia>-

tained by a prudent difpofition of his offices and his trcafure.

We have already mentioned that the King of Siam is entitled to fix months fervice \a

every year of all his male fubjeAs; and Kv may either employ them in labour or in the

£e:d, many of the more opulent commute for this fervice: from thufe who are unable to

buy itofF,. are drawn the principal, part of his military force ; and as thefe foldiers are re»

lieved every fix months, they are in general very ill difciplined.

AmbaflTadors from foreign ftates,. minifters from his own tributary fubjeAs, petitioners

and fuppliaats, all approach this prince with confiderable prefents, which he not only re>-

ceives gracioufly, but afFe6ls to fet a high value on what is given. If it be any thing to

wear, he puts it on ia the prefence of the giver ; and if the prcfent.confifts of horfes, he

gives immediate dtredtions for ftables to be erected for their reception.

As fuon as an ambalTador arrives at the metropolis, he is to deliver his prefents;

after which, the king's officers take a very minute account of them, and enquire the

value and ufe of every diltinA article, that they may be prepared to anfwer any queftions

the king may think fit to put to them,, which are in general. dire^ed to difcover the value

of what is offered, and prevent embezzlements..

AmbafTadors in this and other countries of the eafl are only, regarded as royal mefTengers,

and their credentials are much more highly honoured than themfelves} fothat every bearer

of a letter from a fovereign receives the fame refpe£t as him who is invefted with a public

chlrader. When ambaiTadors from European princes reach the ports of Siam, .their letters

and prefents are carried in a royal barge, with feveral other vefTels to guard them; while

the ambafladars and their retinues are fuifered to proceed. up the river in any, vefTels they

can procure for that purpofe.. .

i

AmbafTadors from foreign princes are provided with lodging, and maintained at the

king's expence J. and are permitted to trade during, their refidence : but they arc not fufFered

to engage in any commerce,, or to expofeany merchandize tl^ey have to difpofeof, till they

have had public audience j and therefore a meflage is difpatched to them from the. king, to

know if they, have any thing to propofe, and they, are then to demand audience. At the

audience of leave they are afked if they are fatisfied ; and at this time they are to make
their requefts as to any national matters which remain unfettled. Public audiences are

given in the capital, when the court appears in it's utmofl fplendor. Thofe given at

Louvo, and other hunting palaces, are efteemed private audiences, the guards andattendv'

ants being lefs numerous than at Siam..

The King of Siam never, fendsminifters to refide at any other court; but now and then

difpatches three chiefs to difeufs fome particular tranfatSlion, or to remove any difficulty

which may have arifen relative to trade : thefe are .lot all equally e.icrufted with the ma-?

nagement of the affair, but are to fucceed each other in cafe of death, as' they ate named
in th« royal commi^on ox letters of inftrudiion..

The.
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The Slamefe feldom wage war with any of their neighbours but the Pcguans
j and the

armies of thefe two nations feldom meet each other in the field, contenting themfejve*

with making incurfions into each other's territories j and when they have feized a number
of flaves, retiring with ali poflible expedition. If the armies ftiould unavoidably meet

they take all poflible means to avoid flaughter, ufing their artillery, with which they arc

indifferently furniflied, rather to frighten than deftroy. If the enemy ad/ance towards

them, they Icffcn the quantity of powder, that the balls may fall (hort; and then, if any of

them are killed or wounded, they acquit themfelves of defigned flaughter, the King of

Siam always giving orders to his troops, when they take the field, not to kill their ene-

miesj in obedience to which command, they always retreat or difperfe when they are

prefled, and felf-defence would make it requifite to difobcy this merciful difpenfation of

their fovereign.

The body of the army thus broken, they retire into the woods; and as the proceedings

of the enemy they have to deal with are pretty nearly fimilar to their own, they feldom muf-

ter refolution enough to follow them ; but as the armies of thefe difputants are generally

very numerous, they cannot fubfiftlong in thefe lurking places, but are forced to leave the

country they have invaded; and then the vanquifhed rally, and return the vifit. The
great dependence of eaftern warriors is on their elephants } but as thefe beafts become

wholly ungovernable the moment they are wounded, fo they frequently turn back upon

he army they are brought to fupport, and throw the whole into confufion j and though

they will ftand the fire" of fmall arms, and even the difcharge of fmall field-piecef from

their backs, yet it is impoflible to keep them in the ranks if fire-works of any kind are

thrown among them, in the preparation of which moft eaftern nations are well fkilled.

There are no horfes in the armies of the Siamefe; the king never permitting thofe in

his ftables tc< be mounted for the purpofes of war j fo that their force confifts in elephants

and an ill difciplined, and half-naked infantry. Thefe are a£tuaWy drawn up in three

diftin£l bodies, each confifting of three battaliions formed into a fquarej the general, or

commander in chief, generally ports himfelf in the midft of the center divifion, which is

compofed of fuch troops as he apprehends he can beft rely on; and the fubordinate ge-

nerals, and other officers, very prudently take their ftations in the centers of their

refpedtivB bataliions. If the army is too great tc be divided into only nine batal-

lions, thefe are fubdivided at the difcretion of the general in chief. The proportion of

elephants to each divifion is fixtcen males in the rear^ ::nd two female'elephants to each;

for thefe animals partake of the difpofitions ui thieir matters, and rcfufe to move without

their feragHos.

The artillery of the Siamefe is without carriages, and is carried in waggons, which are

drawn by buffaloes, or oxen : the fight generally begins and ends with cannonading; ^nd

it is very feldom they approach near enough to their enemies for the fire of their muC-

quetry to takr effeft ; if, however, they find thefr retfeat cut off, or from any other cir-

cumftance it i; abfolutely neceflary to make a ftand, the officers, ftill attentive totheir

own fafety, place tht:mrelvcs behind their men, though the pretence for this ftation is to

keep the troops in ai^ion, who would turn their backs, if they did not fear the refentment
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of thcfe commanders would convert them to more dangerous foes than thofe in their

fronts. The Siamefe are not, however, like moft other nations of the cafl, accullomid

to take quantities of opium to infpire them with fitifc fpirits} and when they arc advifcd

by the Grangers who fcrve among them, to acquire refolution b^ this means, their ufual

reply is, that death will as foon overtake them when they have deprived themfelves of

their fenfes as when they are in poflcflion of them, and that therefore they incur two ha-

Eards inftead of one, by adding intemperance to the dangers of war.

The fortifications in the kingdom of Siam confift in a few old and irregular caRles, and

the remains of fome places of defence, at different times ereiSled by European powers who
have been fettlers here: attempts have been made to build a few wooden forts; but as the

Siamefe are totally uafkilled in this art, they have conftantly proved abortive.

Nor is the naval force of the King of Siam more formidable than his military ; he has

generally a few fmall fhips of war armed with fome iron canndh, but thcfe are navigated

chiefly by Europeans, the Siamefe, who ar« to fight them, being under the fame reflric-

tions, as to deflroying their enemies, as the land forces i fo that they confine their enter-

prizes to harmlefs plans calculated to catch the vefTels of their enemies by craft or cun-

ning, which do not often prove fucccfsful. He has alfo a number of row-gullies, which

-are in faA open boats, manned with fifty or Tixty rowers each, but thefc feldom go off the

land, making only fhort cruizes about the Gulph of Siam.

The commerce of Siam was formerly in a very different flate from that in which our

latefl travellers found it ; an univerfal freedom of import and export invited great numbers

of foreigners to fettle among them } and almoft every nation of the eaft, bcfldes fome Eu-

ropeans, had fadlories in the metropolis : thefc were governed by their own refpcAive

chiefs or confuls, and a Siamefe was appointed by the king to tranfadi bufmefs with thofe

of each country; but thefe fadlors were to confine themfelves wholly to trade; and no

matter, in wliich the national interefl was concerned, could be determined without the

intervention of the prime-minifter. Among other nations, the Mahometans of Indoflan

had at one time the highed degree of credit and eflimation; one of the king's miniflcrs

happening to be of that religion, he conferred on them the principal offices and governments,

and fevcral mofques were ereded, not only with the concurrejice of the king but at his

own expencc; and the followers of the doctrines of Mahomet were fo highly favoured,

that the Siamefe who embraced that religion were adlually exempted from the fix month's

perfonal duty: but this minifler very foon fell into difgracc, and thecreditof his religion

funk with him, fo that all the Mahometans were divefted of their employments; yet the>

were not deprived of their mofques, nor forbid the excrcife of their religion^ And thofe

of this pcrfuafion are flill fo numerous in Siam, that it is computed there are not lefs than

four thoufand Mahometans in the metropolis. Here are alfo an equal number of the mix-

ed breed of Indians and Portuguefe; and this race is, indeed, numerous on all thecoafls of

India. The number of the Chinefe who are fettled in Siam is little inferior; aad there

are nearly as many Malagans. Here are, beftdes, a few of other nations; but the richeft

merchants have for many years retired from Siam, for the reafons which will be given.
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The King of Siam !» become the principal merchant, and hath great part both of thi

forfjrrn ;ir.d ilfmicflic trade; he even employs fa£lors to fell goods at retail in fhops. H;
ipels his manufniSturing fubjedts to fell to him all the cotton cloaths they malce : ar. 1

lis is the rommoii cloathing of the people, they are obliged to purchafe them from his

Its. lie claims all the produce of the mines, and fells th'S metals to foreigners. Hii
.i\s mull it'll to him only their ivory and arelc} and as he purchafcs at his own price,

sports thefe articles at an immenfc advantage. Sapan-wood, and falt-pctre, of
•.. a gii..Tt quantities are produced here, alfo belong to him; and fulphur, gun-powder,

unii arms, arc prohibited articles, except they arc bought at the royal magazines. All

the ficins and furs which his fubjefls can procure, are monopolized by the fovereign, wh3
{c\h them again to the Dutch at a ftipulatcd and very advanced price: but there are fevc^

i"i\ r.i tides which his fubjc£ls are permitted to deal in on their own accounts^ and which

foreign merchants may, without reftraint, purchafe from them } among thefe ace rice, fii-

gar, fugar-candy, ambergreafe, bees-wax, gum-lac, and feveral other gums, cotton un-

wrougiit, fpiccs, fruits, mother-of-pearl, and thofe birds nefts which have long been con-

ficloicd as dainty eatables in the eaft, and have lately been introduced to the tables of fums

voiuptuatics in Europe.

When the trade was unreftrained, it was not uncommon to have a thoufand veiTels in a
yc.ir trading in the ports of Siam; but of late years it has been viftted by few, except now
:inJ then fome Dutch barks, as the merchants are In general averfe to dealing with the

king, who makes his own terms, both as to his purchafes and fales : and, as the produce

of the country is not very conGderable, when foreigners were no longer allowed the liberty

of trading either with each other or with the natives, till the king had bought and fold all

he thought fit, the advantages ceaflng, the refort of firangcrs was of courfe greatly dimi-

niflied.

A confiderable number of free Britifli merchants were in the laft century fettle

Merji, or Mergui, on the banks of the river Tenaflerim ; where, falling into the fe.

.

forms a good harbour; and the adjacent country is fruitful in rice, and produces good

timber for building, tin, and ivory in great plenty; in which articles thefe merchants had a

Hourifhing trade, till the old £aft India Company thought fit to interrupt it, and order them

to break up their factory, and repair to Fort St. George: and thefe poHtive diredions were

fent by a Captain Waldon, who was ahb authorized by the Company to threaten the

King of Siam with a war if he continued to give them prote£lion. To this infolent mef>

fage was added the wanton murder of leveral Siamefe, by the crew of Waldon's ftiip^

without any other provocation than their refifling their lawlefs attempts to plunder and

abufe them. I'heC: repeated injuries at length roufed the Siamefe to revenge, and they

determined to execute it on the principal aggreflbr, and lay in wait for him on a night

when they knew he was aQiore; but, having received fome intimation of their dedgn, he

made his efcape on board his fhirj ; and the Siamefe, difappointed in finding the proper

obje£t of their refentments, vented their rage upon the Englifhmen of the h&oty, mur-

dering, without exception, all who fell into their hands ; fo that, out of near one hun-

dred, fcarce twenty efcaped to the (bip. Previous to this horrid event, the Englifh were

highly
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Mghly rcfpj£lcd by the Siamcf.-, and actually permitted to enjoy places of the higheft im-

portance in the govcnimcnt, one being advanced to be chief collector of the cuftoms at

Teiiafl'erim and Mergi, and another intruded with the command of the navy : but from

this period, they no longer enjoyed the confidence of the monarch, or his fubjefts j and

the coidnefs with which they were now treated, concurred to favour of the Englifti com-

pany, fo that none of the furvivors returned to fettle again in Siam ; but they went to

Bengal, to the ifland of Sumntra, and other parts of the eaft, where there appeared more

favourable openings for commerce.

In the beginning ofthelaft century, the Dutch had the moftconfiderabie trade at Siam oS

all the nations of Europe i but in 1660, their fa£torics were principally abandoned, inconfc-

quence of fome difpute between them and the native inhabitants: but it does not appear

that the king was engaged in this quarrel ; on the contrary, he feemed well aware of the

viiue of their commerce, and fcnt a formal embaiTy to invite them to return, offering them

particular privileges and immunities} and fince this time the Dutch agent refides at the

capital, the European merchants of other countries not being permitted to come nearer to

it than the port at the mouth of the river. In all other refpc£ts, however, they fare alike;

to that this can only be confidered as an empty honour. The principal Dutch trade is

at prefent carried on by one veflel, which arrives annually from Batavia, importing fome

of the horfes of Java, fugar, fpices, and linens ; taking in exchange tin or tutanaque^

gum-lac, elephants teeth, and a fmall quantity of pure gold in lumps or ingots. The
fapan-wood already mentioned is however the moft confiderable article, as, notwith<>

ftanding it'^ value, it fcrves to ftow their (hips, and is purchafed at a veiy low price ia

proportion to that which it produces.

Men are not here bred to particular mechanic trades; but every inhabitant of Siam un-

derftands enough of moft common arts to provide for his own neceflities, and to excufe

the orders he receives during his fix months fervice to the king; for, as they are employ-

ed by him in any bufinefs which he has occafion to have performed, he who would plead,

ignorance as an excufe for not doing what he was fet about, would run no fmall rifque of

fufFering a fevere baftinado. But as the dread of puniOiment is the incentive to fome

degree of fkill, fo the firar of being detained in the king's ftrvice for lifie, is a fufllcient

check to ingenuity, and damps every idea of afpiring to excellence. There are, befides,,

many other difcouragements to induftry in a government fo tyrannical, that no man is

certain that he (hall be permitted to enjoy a fortune, fliould he find means to acquire it;;

for even a fufpicion of being rich, ferves as an intimation to the officers of the crown ta>

charge the fuppofed man of wealth with crimes of which he is totally innocent, and to

commence the profecution. by the confifcation of his efFetSts.

The trades in which the Siamefe rife to the grcated degree of perfe£lion, are thofe of

the carpenter, the brick-maker, and the flone-mafon. They have the art of making aa
admirable cement, and are acquainted with the nncthods of purifying and cafling' metals;

and they alfo ihew a confiderable degree of workrnanfhip in covering their idols, whichi

are huge maiTes of brick and mortar, with plates of gold,.rtlver, or copper: tbey alfo cover

platt^
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plate, the hilts of fwords and daggers, and fome ntenTtls of the houfhold, with thefc nrctals

;

and their gilding is generally well performed.

The Siamefe execute very indifferently fuch works in iron as are formed by the forge and

hammer, making ufe chiefly of caft-iron. They never flioc their horfes ; and their laddies

and furniture arc clumfy, but not lafling, for they are unacquainted with the art of tan-

ning leather. They manufadlure a fmall quantity of common cotton cloth, but no kind

of woollens, or filk, though they purchafe the latter plain, and embroider it very elegantly.

Thtir paintings arc like thofe of the Chinefe, reprelentisg animaia which never hid

cxiftence, and in human figures lofing fight of every idea of nature.

As the luxury of the Siamefe is confined, and their wants few, they have much lefs

temptation to be ailiduous in difcoverics and improvements which might ^ead to profit,

than Europeans, whofe appetites and deftres are unbounded; and this may account for the

flow progrefs of the arts, among a people by no means deficient in genius or underftand-

ing. oome few among the opulent rrc merchants} among the lower clafTes, the ordinary

employments are fifhing a.nd agriculi ure.

Their markets are open from a very early hour in the morning till late at night; and the

ihopkeepers and traders have been fo :elebiatrd foi iiucgrity, that, it is faid, thofe who

buy fcarce look at the goods they purihale, and that thofe who fell hardly count the

money they receive for them; and when the honert Siamefe obfcrve the caution with

which the Europeans traffic with each other, they treat their circumfpe£lion with pity or

ridicule.

They have fllver coin called tycals, which arc all made in the fame form, and bear the

fame imprclTions, but arc of difFtrent values: they b'.ar on each fide certain charadlers,

which none of our travellers have explained. I he infcription on one fide is included

within a ring, and that on the other within the figure of a heart. The tycal is intrinfi-

cally worth but two fhilliiigs and fix pence, though it padL-s in currency for three fhillings

and three halfpence. They have neither gold or copper money, both thefe metals being

deemed mercantile commodities j the former is computed to be twelve times the value of

fllver.

rhe ihclls called kon, but more commonly cowries, and by the Siamefe bia, anfwer

the purpofcs of fmall coin, and differ in their value, as they are more or Icfs plentiful

;

they arc fomctiincs fo low as to be eftimated at eight hundred for a penny. I'hey feldom

ufu ndeafures, felling muflin and linen by the piece; but thofe who are very poor, and

cannot purchafe fo large a quantity, meafure by their arms: they have, howtver, a deter-

minate meafure which they ufe in building, and in taking didances on their roads and

canals; and the former are divided into regular flages, and numbered on flunes, as in

many parts of -Europe.

Grain and liquors they meafure by the (hcH of the cocoa nut; but as thefe are very un-

equal i:i lize, they afcertain their capacity by the number of cowries they will contain.

They have likewifc a wicker meafure, which is fometimes ufed for corn, and a pitcher

for liquids; but thtfe are without any determinate fl^'.idard, fo that the buyer is generally

to ducovsr the quantity they will hold by fome proved cocoa-nut fhcll of his own. Their

weights
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welgb^' are equally uncertain: connfting, for fmall matters, of pieces of money, whicli

are frequently light ^ and for heavier goods^ Hones picked up for the occafion, and often

taken at hazard.

The religion of the Siamefe difFers but little from that of tite people of La'>$; they be-

lieve that all nature is animated and informed by a rational fuul ; and fuppofe evrery diiUndl

mafs of matter, whether in the form of earth, fire, water, wood, mountains, nay even

cities and houfes, h infpired and governed by ibme fpirit or genius which is nrcciTarily

attached to the fltuation prefcribed to it, and is compelled to && and endure with the ar-

ticle to which it is thus connr£led. They hold the do6)rine of the Metempfychofls; and

firmly believe that the foul o;' every man has paflcd through innumerable ilates, and that

when it a£luates a human body, it is confined to it as a punifhment for offences commit-

ted in a body of fome other form. And ti.ey gather this humiliating dodlrinc from the ob-

fervation, that the happieft of mortals ire not totally free from pain and difappointment;

from whence they infer, that the human flate not being that of the highefl felicity, and

happinefs being the reward of perfect virtu r, there mufl be fome other flate in which it

can be enjoyed without alloy : and, to favour the doctrine of tranfmigration, fome of

their priefts pretend to remember their ftveral pre-exirtent flAtes. Another article of their

f;<ith is, that tlie heavens, the earth, and the planets, will wear out or be deflroyed in a

certain period of time, and will be fucceeded by new heavens and a new earth, and ncv/

planets, in the fame form : nor do their pticfls fcruple to aflirm, that she decay i nd revival

of all nature hach alieady fcveral times taken place.

They acknowledge that the foul confifts of fubtile and immaterial matter; yet they con-

ceive that after death it retains the human form and extenfion, in limbs, members, and

thofe foliJ and liquid fubflances of which human bodies arc compofed; uinl though they

admit the foul to be infenfiblc to the touch and fight, yet they believe that if a perfo.i

receives his death by a wound, the aerial or immaterial body will retain the appearance

of the fame wound, with the blood flowing from it; but they do not nllow that the (iiui is

perifliable, irfitling that it animates fome animal or fubHaiicc, fo as to be fcnftblc of plea-

il'ure and pain; and that it will, in the courfo of it's ttanfinigrations, reenter a human
body, and enjoy confequence, powci;, riches, and profpcrity, pr<iportioncd to it's beha-

viour in it's other different fhapcs: but they do not confine rewards and punifliinoius mere-

ly to the fliifting the habitations of fouls, and to the good or evil which may bcfal them

in thefe changesj they have alfo an idea of a heaven aiui a hell, and believi; there, mc cer-

tain places above the vifiblc world where they Ihall receive the ultimate and everhiding

meafurc of their dell-rts; and where thofe whofe condudl liath rendered them dcferving of

being made happy, lliall afcend above the flars; and thofe whole journey through the dif-

ferent dates of life hath merited divine difapprobation, fliall link into gloumy regions,

far beneath even the habitable world. They alio allow nine dilVercnt degrees of happi-

neO, and as many of .nifery, the highefl And lowff! of each being moll cxqiiifitc in their

kinds; and as they contend that the fijul does not . afs immediau-ly from one ll.ite to an-

other, but mufl be regenerated, though in the f .ne form, they apprehend it will have oc-

cafion for the fame things as the body it animated wanted in this life; and therefore burn

wiih their bodies their mdl valuable moveables, animals, l]a\es, and wiw.-, thai tlity may
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all be born again at tht fame moment* and be ready to enter into die ftrvice of their old

owjiers, mafters, or hufbands.

Tht Sianicfc have alfo another motive for endeavouring to contribute to the comfort of

the deceafedi they believe that the dead are capable of doing mifchief to or affiftinr

the living. Hence it is that they do theii- departed friends all pofTible honour, in the moft

fplcndid funerals, and fupplicate their fpirits o! the anceftors even fo high as the great-

grandfather; but they do not carry their reverence farther back, conceiving that thofe be-

yond this degree have fuffered fo many tranfmigrations, that they have forgot their rela-

tives on earth, and have no knowledge of fuch diftant defccndant«.

The n^oral precepts of the Siamefe, like thofe of other Indian nations, are reduced to

five principal ones; thefe arc, not to kill, to fleal, to commit uncleannefs, to lye, or to

drink ftrong liquors. The firft precept they extend to the vegetable as well as animal

produdtions of nature; fo that they think it criminal not only to kill the plant, but even to

dedroy the feed of it. Fruit they are at liberty toeat, but they always prefervc the ftone or

kernel ; nor do they eat the fruit before it is ripe, becaufe then the feed not arriving to

maturity, would prove abortive: and, as they believe all natural productions are animat-

ed, they do not cut down a tree, left they (hould difpolTefs a foul of it's habitation; or

break off a branch from it, left they (hould give it's fpirit offence; but when they find a

tree blown or out down, or a beaft killed to their hands, they do not fcruple to burn the

one or to eat the other.

They affert that the foul refides in the blood, and therefore hold it unlawful to open a

vein, or to make any incifion by which the blood may flow; and this do6lrine they carry

fo far, that they will not cut a plant to let out it's juice, left it's foul fhould iftue at the

wound.

But, like the religious of moft other perfuafions, they have various methods of evading

moft of the precepts which their religion requires them to obferve. Thus, as we have al-

ready noticed, they avoid in war the guilt of dcftroying an enemy, by aflerting that they

did not flioot diredtly at their adverfarics army, but that the balls accidentally glanced

that way; or that they (hot fiiort of their enemies, who received their injury in advancing..

Thofe of reli^^ious orders do not fcruplc to eat rice, though it is a feed : but then they do

not boil it thcmfelves, but permit their fervants to drefs it and kill the feed ; and, after

the life is cxtinguiflied, they eat ic without conceiving themfelves guilty of any ofirnce

.igniiilt their precepts.

It appears from what has been already faid, that they confider the time for which a foul

is doomed to tranfmigration as a kind of purgatory, to prepare them for cndlefs felicity;

and they fay, when a perfon has merited this ftate, he acquires invincible flrcngth of

body, a perfedt knowledge of all arts nnd fciences, and becomes the moft powerful and con-

vincing preacher of righteoufncfs: and that having arrived at this height of perfcdlion, he

docs not die like common mortals, but vanilhcs from human fight like a fp ;rk which is

loft in air. And thofe arc the faints to whom the Siamcfc dedicate their temples.

The founder, or rather rcftorcr of their religion, the purity of vvhofc life they celebrate

as wholly perfect, and therefore worlhip with the highcft devotion, they call Sommona

Codom

:
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Codom: SommAna fignifying, in the Stamefe language, a Talapoin of theWoocl5,andCo-

doro being fuppofed to be his Proper N.ime. The books of the pritfts relate^ that he was

burn of a flower which iiTucd from the navel of an infanr, who was itfeil the leaf of a

tree, and appeared fwimming on the water in the atk of biting it's toe: yet they fay he

was the fen of Ceylon, or Seylan, and not only beftowed all his fortune in aiSts of bene-

volence, but at length pulled out iiis eyes, and killed his wife and children, giving their

fle(h to the priefts for food. Of Sominona Codom they not only aflert, that before his

entrance into the ftate of perfe£l felicity, he acquired aftonifhing flrength of body, but

that he had the power of working miracles, and was able to enlarge his body to any fize

he thought fit, or to reduce it to fo fmali a point as to be totally invifiblc} that he could

at any time difappear, and place another man in his flead, and could tranfport himfelf

with incredible fwiftnefs from one country to another. They dcfcribe two principal

difcipleSjwhofe images they place on altars immediately behind his: but the fe are of a very

inferior fiae. The image on the right-hand of Sommona Codor^ is called Pra Mogla,

and that on his left Pra Sharabout. Behind them on the oth . nltars are placed images,

reprefenting the officers who exercifed their functions within Sommona Codom's palace,,

thofe whofe bufinffs was without the gates being placed in the<ga1kries or cloyftcrs of the

temples. They afHrm that Pra Mogia, at the inftance of the evil genii, or the fpirits of

darkncfs, overturned the earth, and took hcli-fire into the hollow of his hand to extin-

guifti the flames; but finding it beyond the reach of his power, he befought Sommona
Codom to quench it, which he rcfufed to do, affigning as a reafon, that the wickedneft

of mankind would incrcafe if the dread of this punifhmcnt (hould be taken away.

They have a thoufand ridiculous fables and ftrange ideas concerning this imaginary

perfed man. Among others, they fuppofe that his power and authority are confined to

the Siamefe alone; or, at lead, that he could not extend his protedtion or care to other

nations, without exciting the anger or jealoufy of other tutelar faints; one of whom, they

apprehend, is devoted to the ervice of every particular kingdom or ftate: and all the<i:

demi-deities they believe to have been originally perfti i: men, as well as Sommona Co-
dom, and have many fabulous legends of thofe who ar^ iuppofed to [govern neighbouring,

countries.

Far from perfecuting the profefTors of othc 'Ip-ions, the Siamefe think a variety of

religions abfolutely ncccflliry, as well as difFerciu lanj^uages; md though they are ner-

feftly fatisfied with the truth of their own faith, and hold thi r principles to he the moft

perfect, yet they admit that all religions which teach the moral duties arc gofwl, and al-

low unreftrictcd indulgence to Jews, Chriitians, Mahometans, and every ftct wi Pagans.

The Talapotns, or priefts, are of both fcxcs ; but females are never admitted i • the

priefthood till they arc of too advanced an age to incur fcandal, by living in the fame con-

vents with the men, which is conftantly the cafe. So that thofe who comincncc nuns in

this country are generally fuch as have met with difappointmcnts in lit' , or are tired of

it's pleafures and enjoyments; which feems a plan fomewhat more rational than (hat of

the Church of Rome, where the unfortunate vidims are either teazcd or for -d into

a renunciation of the world, at a time when all their pa/fions are awake < is plea-

fures,.
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fures, and the laws of God and nature forbid the unnatural conftraint. And (o far is the
religion of Siam from compelling thofe who are relaxant to immure themfclves that

thofe who have aflually entered on a religious life are at all times at liberty to return into

the world, whenever they find the reftraints of a cloyfter irkfome or difagreeable to them.
The youth of Siam are all educated by the Talapoins, each of whom Ukes two or three

pupils; but thefe muil alfo ferve him, whatever may be the rank or condition of their

parents, while they continue in the convent. Thefe, however, aA as the particular fer*

vants of diftin£t prieils} thofe who minifter to the fociety generally go in wh Ift they are

young, but not for education, living and growing old there, in the chara(£ler of a kind

of lay-brothers : thefe cultivate the gardens, drefs the food, clean the apartments, and
perform other menial offices, which the prieft himfelf is forbidden by the ordinances of

their religion to execute. There is a common fchool-room in the convent for teaching the

pupils publicly, and another which is the council-room, or ordinary aflembling-place of

the fociety; and here the devout bring and depofit their alms on the days when the temple

is not open.

Every convent has a mafter or principal, like other religious communities; and thefe,

in fome houfes, have greater privileges than in others ; they arc called fancrats. To thefe

belongs the fole p'^wer of admitting perfons into the order of prieHhood, and of inveding

<hem with the habit of the order; but their authority is confined to their own particular

fociety, and does not extend to any who do not belong to their refpe^live convents. On
the ele<Slion or appointment of a f.tncrat, the king fomctimes gives him a new name, and

beflows on him an umbrella, a chair, and flaves to carry it; but this vehicle is only ufcd

hy them on days of great folemnity, or when they arc fcnt for to court to be confulted on

any difficulty by their royal mailer.

Thefe priefts are obliged to lead lives of apparent auftcrity, by which they are pretend-

ed to atone for the fins of their flocks: yet, though they live by alms, and not in com-

mon, every one fubfifling upon what he himfelf collets by begging, they are all obliged

to contribute to a (lock for uRs of humanity, and-hoCpitality to Grangers; from the par-

ticipation of which they do not even exclude Chriilians, having for them, as well as

other travellers in diftrcfs, lodgings on each f-*" *h-'" y^-" •••'... c they arc provided

with ncccfiarics til! they are refreflied and able to proceed on their journies.

All orders of priefts arc rcftriflcd from attending places of public entertainment, and from

the ufe of perfumes, and other articles of luxury. 'Ihey are aifo forbidden to borrow, lend,

or receive prefents, except cf fuch matters as arc necellary for their fupport; and of

the food thus gathered, none niuftbc kept beyond the prcfciitdavi whatever remains when

they hrjvc finilhcd the laft meal, mud be divided among their domcftic animals. They mtilb

neither buy, fell, or traffic byway of exchange ; and are not only fii idly enjoined to

celibacy, but they mud not put their continent in the way of temptation, by exchang-

ing common civilities with a female, iliting next her, or even takiii;; alms out of her

hand. Ifawomsnis difpoled to give, (lie mull lay down her offering and retire, and

then they may advance and take it up. They muft fupprcfs their vanity, fo as never to

tioaft of their dcfccnt or connexions; and govern their pafiions, fo that they mud neither

reK lit
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rAentnor return an infult. Such are the rules by which the prfefts of Siam are expeflcd

to regulate their lives i but, like thofc of other countries, they are rather apt to conildcr

thcfe (Jo£irincs as fpeculative than praiSticablc.

Tn Siam alfq, as well as Laos, there arc two orders of pricfts, or Talapoins, didinguiHi-

cd into thofe of the Woods and thofe of Cities, the former leading much fevcrer lives thaif

the latter. Both are, however, enjoined to celibacy, under the penalty of being burnt: a

fentcncc which is ftritSlly eKccutcd, by the iiiimediate orders of ic king himfclf, in cafes

of delinquency ; it being his care that, in return for the great privileges they enjoy in be-

ing exempted from the fix months fervice, they (hall ftii£Hy obferve the regulations of

their profcilion. Policy alfo fuggcfls the propriety of obliging them to bear their fhare

of hardfliips, left the grcateft part of the people, timptcd by the indulgences thoy receive,

fliould betake thcm!clvcs to the order of priellhood, and be thus rendered ufehfs to the

ftatc. The king, for the fame reafons, alfo hus them fometinus examined p.s to their

(kill in the learned language in which the precepts of th^ir religion are written; and at

one particular period in the hiftory of Siam, the fovereign of that country difmifled fomu

thoufands of them from the priefthood for their ignorance in this particular, as it ap-

peared on their examination by fo:ne of his officers of (late; but to this examination ths

Talapoins or pri^:fts of the woods refufe to fubmit, unlefs to peifons of their own order.

Nor is the bufinefs of the Talapoins confined to the education of yuuth: at every new

and fuli-moon they arc enjoined to explain the precepts of their religion to corxgregations

^ho afTenible for indrudtion in their temples ; and during the continuance of the inun-

dation, they preach by turns every day, from fix in the morning till noon, and from one

in the afternoon till five in the evening, the preacher fitting with his legs. crulT d, on an

cJevated (tagc; and when one is fatigued with this duty, he is relieved by another, the

people aflenting to the doiSlrine, and (hewing their attention by repeated exclamations of,

' Very right! Very true! Very proper!' and the like. When the fermons arc ended, the

congregation prefent thWr alms to the preacher, many of whom are extremely popular,

and are enriched by the gifts they receive from their auditors, notviithdanding their

vows of poverty.

During the continuance of the floods, the Talapoins obferve a kind of Lent, eating

nothing after noon; or if they do not entirely f.ifl, they take only fruit after the middle

of the day. Some of thefe priefls pretend that they fait thirty or forty days together, or at

Icaft that they take no other fuftenancc during that time than fome weak liquor, contain-

ing a fmall mixture of a particular powder; but though there is certainly fome trick

in this exiftcnce with fo little acparenl aliment, yet it is undoubtedly true, that fading is

much more c.tfily endund in a hot country than in a cold one, and that the efietSls of an

empty fiomach arc by no means fo pernicious in thefe warm climates as in the more

northern regions.

As foon as the rice is faved, .and that harveft complcatly finifhcd, the Talapoins ( ; the

towns watch every night lor three fuccefTive weeks in the fields, where they creft fmall

huts of the branches and leaves of trees, and in the day-time retire to their cells. On thefe

oQCAfions their iii^ht encampments are formed in a fquare, nearly in the fame figure with
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that in which their habitations near the temples ftandj and the hut of the fiiperior ofeacft

convent is placed in the centre: nor do thefe pretended holy men ufc the common pre-

cautions to prevent the attacks of wild bcafts, relying on their fan£Hty as a certain pre-

I'crvative. Indeed, they have a fomewhat better fecurity: they take great care to fix thefe

noiSturnal Nations at fuch a diftance from the forefts, the common haunts of wild bcafts,

where thofe who are compelled to take up their abodes muft, in fpite of fanftity, or the holy

order, defend themfclvcs with theufual weapons, and guard againft their approaches by the

ordinary means ufcd to terrify them. The priefts, however, pretend that the tygers are fo

complaifant, that if they difcover a fleeping Talapoin, they only lick his hands and

feet; and if the remains of a dead body are found, which appears to have been deftroyed

by beafts of prey, the reft of the fraternity either deny it to be a Talapoin, or, if that

cannot be dii'puted, they aflert that he had tranfgrefled the rules of his order, and that his

life had been forfeited in this way as a puniOiment for his ofFcnces.

All orders of the priefthood are without fhoes or ftockings; nor are their heads covered*

notwithftanding the heat of the fun. Round their loins they gird, with a broad fafh, a

linen cloth of the royal yellow colour, which hangs down both before and behind, about

as low as their knees; they have another loofe garment of the fame materials and

colour acrofs their (houlders, which reaches to the ground; and, over the whole, a yellow

linen mantle, or cloak. Their heads, beards, and even their eye-brows, are fliaved c!ofe

with razors of copper; and every individual is obliged to /have himlelf, till he is difablcd

by age or ficknefs from ufing the razor. In either of thefe cafes, another may fupply

that ofEcc; but he muft not undertake it till he has made many profeflions of his unwor-

tliinefs to touch fo facred a head.

The Talapoins arc enjoined to wa(h themfelves every morning as ftwn as it is light

enough to difcovvr the veins of their hands; but they arc reftraincd from doing it earlier,

left they (bc'' 1 drown fome infe£l which might accidentally have faftened on them. The
moment they are dreffed they attend their principal to the temple, where they fpend an>

hour or two at their devotions. Their forms of worfliip are written in the Balli language

with an iron pencil, on a peculiar leaf about the breadth of a man's hand, feveral of

which being faftened together, make a book ; but theib are only ufed by the priefts, the

common people performing their devotions without any other than mental afliftance. The
TaIapoi;.s have each a fan of leaves in their hands, and repeating their prayers in a parti->

cular cadence, keep time with the inftrument, as if they were fanning themfelves. As

well at c^uitting, as on entering the temple, both the priefts and people bow their heads

to the ground three times before the great idol.

Every new and full moon, the Talapoins sru wafbed by the people; and, in all private

families, the children perform the fame ofHce on their naked parents and relations, withf

out the fmalleft regard either 'to (ex or age.

In the morning, as foon as their devotions are ended, the Talapoins put an iron Bowl

in a linen bag, and throwing it acrofs their (houlders, go into the city to collefl alms ;,

and thefe they obtain without adlual begging, by ftanding before the doors of the moft

opulent inhabitants, where they are fitldom [\xSkud to xcmaiu long unfupplied. On their

Ktura
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r«tiirn to ifhe tempfe, thej offer what they have procured- to tb* gnat idbf , and'lMvii^

taloeii. their breakfaftt, ftody till dinner) after which meal,, they refreAi. themftlves by an

hour or two's deep, and then iaflru£l their pupils-tili towards the oloft; afthe day, whm,.
atter fweeping and cleaning the temple, they fpend about two hour» in chanting the

evening fervice, and retire to reft, without any other fupper than ibmetimet a little

fruit.

In every convent there i» » fuperior Tatapoin, to whom the reft pay the moft implicit

'

obedience, prodrating themfelves before him, and Icifling his feet, whenever they go out:

and,athi3deceare, another is elcAed bythefociety, from thpfewhoarc moftdiftinguifhedby

age and learning. Perfons, however, who ere6l temples, themfelves appoint the fuperior,

for whom only they provide a cell> the reft being afterwards ereiSted at the admiifibn-of

other members.

When any one wiflies to be admitted, he makes application to the ftrperior, who never

refufes thofc who offer; and the ceremony of invefting him is performed by fome Sancrat.

The parents of the devotees are likewife fo far from having any objeAion to their »f-

i'uming the' habit, that they hire fingers and^ dancers to precede them on the ooca^n'}.-

who» however, are not permitted to enter the convent. I'he head, beard, and eye^brows

of the new-ele£ted Talapoin, are immediately ibaved; and after the San«rat has repeated

a few pio'j? fentences, he is conducted to his cell, and forbid to partake, in future, the

pleafurcs of muflc and dancing;

The Talapoinefles may receive the habit froa> the fuperior of any convent, or eveit

from the pupils, without a Sancra{'s confent, being efteemed but partly religious: and,

unlike the I'alapoins, who are burnt for incontinence, the Talapoinefles are only deli-

vered to their relations to be baftinadocd on fuch occalions, as the Talapoins are not

permitted to flrike or chaftife any one.

The moft important particulars relative to the government, cuftoms, and manners of

the Siamcfe, having been already noticed, and the capital defcribed, it remains only that

we take a flight view of the other chief places in Siam.

Louvo, where the king ufually fpends eight or ten months in the year, is fltuated about

ten leagues from Siam, with which it communicates by means of a fine canal. The pa-

lace at this place is very extenftve, coniifting of two large piles of brick building, co-

vered with yellow tiles that glitter in the fun, and referable plates of gold: it is plea-

fantly fitiiatcd on an eminence^ a little to the eaft of one of the branches of the river

Mcnan. The town is fo greatly crauded with inhabitants, that though provifions are

vtry|)lcntiful, they are confiderably dtarer than in any other place in this country.

Chantebon, or Liam, ftands at the mouth of a broad river, on the weft fide of the

Gulph of Siam, at the foot of a chain of> mountains which fcparate Siam from Cam*
bodia.

Bancock, is fituated on an ifland formed by the river Menan, at the diftance of about

twenty leagues fouth from Siam : on both fides the river, between tfaefe two places, there-

are a great number of villages, coniifting of bamboo huts eredled on pillars. On this

ifland there is a flat where (hips ufually put their guns aihorc} and all veilels bound to>

Siann
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Siam are obliged to touch at th; port of Bancocic, as well to give in an account -f their

cargo, and from whence they came, as to pay the cuftnms; a receipt for which they mult
produce at another place up the river, called Canon Buntenau, w>thin about four miles

of Siam, and they are then pci^nittcd to trade in any part of the kingdom, paying only

for the inftrument of leave, which they mu(t immediately do, or forfeit the fliip. It has

been aflirted, by writers of g'eat credit, that Europeans are not permitted to proceed to

SJam, being confined to the north of the river Menan, the Dutch only excepted.

Prabat, is a fmall town about twenty-one leagues to the north-eaft of Louvo, famous
only for a m.irk on a rock pretended to be the imprifllon of their great faint Sommona
Codom's font, which the King of Siam annually vifits in great pomp.

Tcnacerin, which is the capital of a province fo called, is fituated on a river of the

fame name, thit empties itfulf into the Bay of Bengal. This city is exceedingly populous,

it's trade is very confidcrable, and the adjacent country fupplies, in great plenty, every

neceflary of life.

Martaban, was formerly an independent kingdom, but has now for fome years

been fubjedied to Siam. It is bounded on the well by the Bay of Bengal, on the ibuth

and eaft by Siam, and on the north by Pegu ; and is faid to extend a hundred leagues

from north to fouth, and a hundred and five in the broadeft part from eaft to weft. In

this country there are fcvcral mines of gold, filvcr, copper, iron, and lead; and it

abounds with corn, and medicinal herbs and flowers, as well as with figs, oranges, lcmon«,

and other fruits. Oil of jcflamine is-^xtra£lcd rn great quantities by the inhabitants, and

they are famous for making a fort of porcelain vefTols varnifhed black, which are held iu

great cftimatiun. The capital, which is fcated in the B<ty of Bengal, is well built, and

populous; it has an excellent haven, and was a place of much trade, till the

Pcguans choaked up the harbour by finking veflels at it's entrance: and, indeed, the per-

petual contefts between the kings of Pegu and Siam, have nearly ruined this whole

country.

Jonfalam, is a fmall ifland, fituated within about three quarters of a mile from the

continent, between which there is a good and fafc harbour for velTels.

'I'o the north of Siam Proper, lies the peninfula of Malacca, fuopofed to be the Aurca

Chcrfunifus of P-totemy. Ic is bounded by the ftraits of it's own name, on the weft; and

on the eaft and fouth by the Indian ocean: and extends from the fecond to the eleventh

dtgree of north latitude; being about ilx hundred miles long, and in fome places two

hundred broad.

This peninfula is divided into feveral petty kingdoms, fome of which are fubjetS to the

King <if Siam, and others are independent ftatcs ; but in general thcfe kingdoms are fo

diminutive as fcarcely to dcfervc that title. The. chief ,are Malacca, which gives name

to ih- peninfula, Juhore, Patana, Pahan, Tringann, and Pcra.

The coafts of Malacca are low, marfliy, and unhealthful; and the inland parts arc

moftly dreary dcfarts and barren mountains, that produce nothing for exportation, except

eicphan.s teeth and tin. The common necrllaries of life are cultivated in garden?, and

feme peas and rice grow on the mountains.; but the natives are fupplicd w'tli thc^reateft

part
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part of their proviAons from the neighbouring countries. Yet atnidft this general infer-

tih'ty, there are % variety of exquifite and uncommon fruits i particularly the mangoftane,

nearly refembling an apple; the ramboftan, about the ftzc of a walnut; and the durian,

whofe pulp is thick, like cream, but far more delicious. The pine-apples are eftecmed the

fineft in the world, and are not apt to furfeit, like thofe of moft other countries. Cocoas,

oranges, lemons, limos, fugar-canes and mangoes, with aloes, and other tropical produc-

tions, are exceeding plentiful. In the mountains are tygers, elephant!!, wild boars, and

fwine; but the cattle »re few, and poor. They have wild and tame fowl, fevcral forts

of game, and plenty of .'ifli on their coafts.

The itihabitants are csvlled Malayans, and are too generally cruel, treacherous, and in^

human; particularly thofe of tiie inland parts. Their deep tawny complexion, and for-

bidding afpeA, feem to befpeak tht malignity of their hearts; and fo great is the dread

Europeans entertain of them, that thty will not even employ a Malayan failor. Innu-

merable inftances might be adduced, from the bed authorities, of the favage inhumanity

of thefe wretches, to thofe who have been unfortunately wrecked on their coafts. Yet
while we regard their feroifity with horror, their language is the moft pure, nervous, foft,

and harmonious, of any fpoken in India : they ftudy it with the utmoft care, and Tome of

their compofitions are exceedingly elegant. The Malayan tongue is the Paridan Ian-

guage of the eaft, being as common in India as French in Europe.

The men go naked, except having a piece of ftufF round their waifls : the women, who
are faid to be haughtier and more referved than in the reft of India, wear a loofe (ilken

robe, embroidered with gold or fllver. Both fexes adorn themfelves with ear-rings, jewels,

and bracelets; and the women wear their hair extremely long, which they anoint with oil

of cocoa, and ornament with precious ftones.

The religion of the natives is a ftrange mixture of Pagan Aiperftition, and Mahometan
detofion.

The cfty of Malacca lies at the bottom of a bay, where the Straits of Malacca are not

more than three leagues over, which are ufually as calm as a canal. It is fttuatcd in two

degrees 30 minutes north Utifude, and 100 degrees eaft longitude from London; and is

reported to have been built two hundred years before the arrival of the Portuguefr in 1509.

In 1511, Alphonfo Albuquer<Jiie poflefled himfelf of the city, after a noble defence; and

having plundered it of immenfe riches, inhumanly murdered the kir.g. The King ot

Siam, however, to revenge the barbarity, m conjuniSion with fome other princes, took

the city by ftorm : but the Portugucfe had the good fortune to efcape by fea j and, return*,

ing in greater force, retook 't, and ereited a caftle, churches, monafteries, and a fuperb

college for the Jefuits. In 16 d6, the Dutch began to difpute their pofleflion of this place;

and, after an unremitted ftate of hoftilities for thirty-five years, at laft wrefted the city

from the Portuguefe, in the following manner.

The Dutch, having difcovered that animofirjes fubfifted between the PortUguefe inha-

bitants and the Sovereign of Jahore, fomented the difputes, and engaged the king on

their ^ide, in hopes of exterminating the Portuguefe. An alliance offenfiVe and dcfcnfivei

was . ordin^iy ibon formed, which was ratified with a folemnity and pomp of cxpreffion
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peculiar to the natives of the eafti the King of Jahore engaging that it (hould lad as long

as the fun and mton illumined the vitrld. This prince now invefted the fort by land with

twenty thoufand men} while the Dutch compleatly blocked it up by fea: but perceiving

that force was unlikely to prevail, and that the operation of famine would be too tedi-

ous, they had rccourfe to flratagem and fraud. The governor being a mean and merce-

nary man, the Dutch offered him a vaft bribe to furrendcr the fort. The price of his ho-

nour was fixed at eighty thoufand pieces of eight; and he was to be condudeu to Batavia*

and admitted to every privilege of a freeman. Fhving agreed to thcfe terms, the governor

artfully called a council, declaring his intention to circumvent the Dutch, byfuffcring

them to approach the walls without moleftation, and then attacking them on all fides,

and putting every man to the fword. The Dutch, as had been previoufly agreed

upon, advanced without refiftance, and placed their fcaling-ladders againft the walls.

The garrifon, alarmed, difpatchcd repeated meflcngers to inform the governor of their

danger for want of orders to fire; but heamufed them till the Dutch had forced the guard

at the caftern gate, and introduced their whole army{ which was nofooner entered, than

the Du:cV> malTacred eve |>erfon they found in arms, concluding the fcene of blood by

the murder of the governor himfelf, to fave the ftipulated reward of his treachery.

The city of Malacca, which is built on a low, level ground, clofe to the fea, is large,

populous, and furrounded with walls and bailions. Some of the ftreets are fpacious,

and beautifully planted with trees on each fide; the houfe of the governor is both elegant

and convenient, as well as feveral private edifices, but in general they are compofed of

bamboo. The fort (lands on the eaft fide of a fmall river, which divides it from the

City^ and acrofs which there is a communication by means of a draw-bridge. The har-

bour being both fpacious and fafe in all feafons, is much frequented by trading vefTels

from every part of the Indies. While this place was in the hands of the Portuguefe, it

was inferior only to Ormus and Goa, in riches and commerce of every kind : but Batavia

being the grand emporium of the Dutch trade, it has fuffcred much} and is now princi-

pally valuable to the pofleflbrs from it's command of the Straits bearing the fame name,

which enables them to engrofs, in a great meafure,. the trade of China and Japan.

Confidering the climate of this city, it is tolerably healthful ; being neither expofed to

the fultry winds of the Coromaudei coaft, nor the chilling blaAs of Sumatra. BeAdes the

Dutch inhabitants,, there are fome Portuguefe, Chinefe, and Moorifli families, with a

fiew ^Vrmenian merchants. The richeft fhops are thofe belonging to the Chinefe, which;

are filled with the elegant manufactures and produce of their own country. The native:

]4<ilayans live very meanly in the fuburbs, and are kept in great fubje^ion by their im-.

perious mafters ; yet fometimes thofe of the neighbouring provinces find opportunities to^

revenge themfelves for the tyranny and oppreffipn exercifed by the Dutch; and. fuch occa-.

fions are feldobi neglected.

Jfahore Lami, the capital of the fmall kingdom of Jahore, is fituated on a river about:

twenty-one leagues fouth of Malacca. It was a place of fome importance, till the

foi^tuguefe deftroyed it. io 1603^ the king tb^n removed farther up in the country, and,

built
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huilt another city, which he named Batufabar. The town conAtls of tvro diviflons, the

one of about thirteen hundred paces, and the other five hundred in circumference, and

contains about four thoufand men capable of bearing arms. The houfcs are raifed on
piles eight ornine feet high, along the banks of the river} and, being built with frec-

ftone, make a very grand and beautiful appearance.

The natives are a mixture of Pagans and Mahometans. They make ufe of a goTd coin

called a macy, worth about three fliillings and Axpence fterling; and a coupang, which
is a quarter of a macy. The circumjacent country is very woody, and produces lemons,

citrons of an uncommon fize, pepper, aquila-wood, and canes. Gold, tin,. and elephants

teeth, are alfo found here { and, among other cattle, are buffaloes, deer, wild boars, and

cows. The drefs of the common people is only a piece of Ruff depending before^ but

tbnt of the quality is calico made up in form of a fliift, with fllk head-bands and girdles,

and poniards ftudded with jewels by their fides. They ftain their nails yellow ; and the

greater the quality of the perfon, the longer his nails are permitted to grow: which cuf-

tom entirely coirefponds with the pradUce of the Otaheitean Indians, and other new-dif-

covered iflanders, in the South Seas.

The town of Patana, lies on the eaftern coaft of the Gulph of Siam, and. had once an<

Englifh and Dutch faAory; but although it is governed by it's own magiftrates, an an-

Dual homage is paid to the King of Siam, by prefenting him with a gold flower worth

fifty crowns. The town is about a mile and a half in length, and is fortified with

wooden palifadoes, higher than the loftieft mafl. The inhabitants of this place keep ar

many wives and concubines as they can fupportj and, by the infamous praAice of pro-

ftituting their wives and daughters to ftrangers, for a limited time, fome of the principal

people reap confiderable profits.

The kingdoms and cities of Pahan and Trangano, which lie upwards of fifty leagues

Borth-eaft of Malacca, contain nothing worthy of obfervation, either in the produce of

the foil, or the manners of the people.

Pera, another kingdom and city of this peninfula, is one hundred and fifty-four miles

north-weft of Malacca, and is equally deflitute of confequence with the preceding.

Uninviting in the climate, and in the manners of the people, this peninfula is not much
frequented by Europeans. A few adventurers and travellers have, however, tranfmitted;

down fome imperfect accounts of it; but, in general, they are neither well authenticated,

nor would they dfcferve much attention even could they be depended on.

Cochin- China, fo called, to diftinguilh it from Cochin on the Malabar coafl, including

the province of Chiampa, extends from 1 1 degrees 30 minutes, to 16 degrees 10 minutes

north latitude, and is about three hundred miles in length from nurth to fouth, and where

broadefl, one hundred and fifty from eaft to wefl. It is bounded on the north by Ton-
quin, on theeafl by the Sea of China,pn the fouth by the Indian Ocean, and on the wefl;

by Laos and Cambodia. This country, about three hundred years ago, was a province

ef Tonquin; but is now, like it, tributary to China.

The natives call this kingdom Anam, or the weft country; it is flat and level, except

the Tbcmois mountains,^ which divide it from Cambodia, The air is not fo fervid as in,.
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many places which lie ne«r the equator, owing to the refrcfliing breezes from the fea,

which blow without interruption over this champain fltuation. There are annual inun-

dations in this country, which happen once a fortnight for three days at a time, during

September, 0<Slober, and November; and thefe fo fertilize the foil as to produce three

crops of rice in a year. At the fcafon of thefe inundations they keep their grrateft fairs,

on account of the facility of conveyance, by boats, from one place to another; in which,

likewife, they colleA their drowned cattle, which ferve them for food.

Cochin-China is divided into the following provinces: Rcnan, Polocambi, Quamgum,
Cochiam, and Siamuva. This laft, in which the king keeps his court, is connected with

Tonquin. But although thefe divifions are thus laid down by travellers, they have

neither defcribed their fltuations, nor mentioned the towns they contain.

This country is fertile in fugar-cane&, and all other tropical productions; particularly

ananas, bananas, durions, oranges, and melons ; but they have few European fruits

:

they have, however, vaft woods of mulberry-fjes, iron-wood of feveral forts, and the

aquila-tree, which has a moft fragrant fmell; and thofe o( long (landing being reckoned

the beft, arc referved for the ufe of the fovereign. Some are of opinion that this tree is

the fame as the lignum-aloe; it is of great eftimation in China and Japan, where a block

of It is ufed as a pillow, and the Gentoos confume vafl; quantities in their funeral piles.

The rhinoceros is found in this coun'.ry, with elephants of a prodigious fize, and

plenty of wild and tame cattle, Hfli, and fowl.

Thofe edible birds-nefts, which are acmircd as an extraordinary dainty, are very com-

mon in Cochin-China: afmallbird, refembling a fwallow, builds them in the rocks on

the fea-fhore, with fea-froth and a liquor from it's own ftomach; which, being hardened

by the fun, becomes tranfparent, and when diflblved in foup is efteemed both nutritive

and delicious.

The natrves, in their features and complexion, bear a ftrong affinity to the Chinefe:

their drefs, particularly that of the wotnen, is the chafteft of any in India. The learned

are diftinguiftied by a black damaflc gown thrown over their other cloaths; but others, of

both fexes, wear embroidered caps of gold and filver: and as they thiiik nature intemlcd

their hair and nails is perfonal ornaments, they carefully prefervc them as much as •$

conflftcnt with their avocations in life.

The people are temperate in living; and, in manners and difpofition^ more courteous

and affable than any of their neighbours : they have great command of their paflions; and,

though far from being acquainted with the elegances and refinements of life, chjo/a fe-

licity worthy the envy and imitation of more enlightened nations.

Their houfcs are conftrufted of wood, about two ftories high, well carved within, and

raifed on pillars, that they may be fafe from the inundations. They have two diale<asi

one for the learned, the other for the vulgar, both which feem to refcmble the Ciiinefc;

thry believe in the immortality of the foul, and everlafling rewards and puniOiments;

areof opinion that the fpirit, paffing from an inferior into a fuperior body, conftitutes

a very confulerable portion of the happinefs of the blefled; and make entertainments

for the deceafed, who they fuppofc feed oa the immaterial parts of the proviflons. They

worftiip
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worfhip the fouls of thafe who were cftccmcJ moft holy, and mix their imagrs with thofe

of their dcitici. Their hi;^h altar is empty, with a daric fpacc behind for the fuprcme

Being, to whom they attribute invifibility, and pray to their infeiior iduU only as intcr-

cefl'ors.

An author of reputation informs us, that he was in this country when one of the go-

vernors dic-di and, while he lay on his death-bed, a multitude of armed men (bod round

him, throwing darts, waving their fcy.nitars, firing mufkcts, and continually heating the

air about his mouth, to hinder evil I'pirits fiom molcfling his departing foul: and no fuc-

ccflbr was appointed for the fpace of three years, as they imagined the influence of the

Ibul of the deceafed would operate till the c piration of that period.

The fovcrcign of Cochin-China is very defpotic, and difficult of acccfs; no perfon

mull approach him within eighty paces. The laws of this country are uncommonly

rigid and fcvere. Th: mandarins, who prcfide over provinces and courts of juflice, if

cunvidied of any mal-adminiilration, arc fure to atone for their delinquency with their

lives; and in cafes of treafon, not only the offender is executed with the cruclleft tor-

tures, but all his relations, within the bonds of confanguinity, are likewife put to death.

They are rather averfe to any commercial connections with the Europeans, and carry

their gold, rawftlks, and drugs, with which the country abounds, to Cambodia^ or ex-

port them in their junks to Canton in China, or Jahore.

Cambodia, a kingdom adjoining to and dependent on Cochin-China, extends from

the eighth to nearly the fifteenth degree of north latitude. It's greateft length is near

four hundred miles, and it's breadth about two hundred and ten; but towards the north

it ahnoft terminates in a point.

Mountains and dcfarts occupy the weflern part of this country; but the middle is low,

and well watered by the fpacious river Mecan, which rifes in Tibet, and running through

it's whole extent, falls into the fea by two mouths. It begins to fwell in the month of

June, and continues increafing till Augufl} when it is generally ten or twelve feet high,

and overflows the circumjacent lands.

As the manner in which Cambodia became tributary to' Cochin-China is fomewhat

particular, we (hall lay it before our readers. About the year 17 16, the King of Siam

preparing to invade this country, it's monarch, fenfible of his incompetence to encounter

fo powerful a prince, ordered all his fubjedls on the frontiers of Siam, to remove or de-

firoy their property, and retire towards Cambodia. This being efFeCied, the country

was, for fifty leagues, rendered a mere defart. He then obtained the affiflance of the

King of Cochin-China on condition of becoming tributary to that prince. Notwith-

fianding this junction of forces, the King of Siam was flill vaftly their fuperior: but,

finding the country defolate through which he palfed, his numerous army was foon di-

Itrcfled by famine; and being obliged to kill all their elephants and horfes, thatunwhol-

fome food brought on a flux, which in two months carried off one half of his people,

while the reft were haralTed in their retreat to Siam by the Cambodian army. Nor were

the invaders more fuccefsful with their fleet: after committing feveral depredations, and

burning, with the town of Ponteamafs, about two hundred tons of elephant's teeth, the
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preateft part was burnt or driven on (hore, and what efcaped returned in dirgracc to

Slam.

A great number of precious ftoncs arc found in this country; fuch as faphires, amc-

thylts, chryfolite--, cornelians, garnets, and blood-ftones: and it abounds with golil,

elephants teeth, the gum called cambogia or gamboge, ftick-Iac for japanning, aiui raw

fillc.

Proviftons and fruits of all kinds are uncommonly cheap; a fine bullock may br n..r.

chafed for a dollar, and one hundred and forty pounds weight of rice for about eight

pence fterling. In the woods are lions, tyge s, wild boars, horfes, and plenty of deer.

In different parts of this country are manufadlories of muilins, calicoes, and diniiti-^s,

wh-rh are of a fuperior qufr!'.;y to any European produce; and the nar-ves, though indo-

lent, are reckoned very ingenious.

The Cambodians are brown complexioned, with long hair, thin beards, and well-pro-

portioned limbs; their wumen may be called handfome, but are faid to be deftituteof that

modefty which is the firfl femak ornament. Both fexes are curious in drefling their hair^

the men wear a fhort veft; the women a petticoat that reaches below their ancles, and a

jacket that fits clofe to their bodies and arn*:.

Cambodia is the only city of this kingdom deferving notice; it is fituated on the river

Mecan, about fifty-five leagues from Ponteamafs. It is built on a rifing ground, to

avoid the inundations) and confifts of one principal ftreet. The prince rcfidcs in a r.iean

palace, near the centre of the town, furrounded with a pallifade, refembling a partition

wall. There are fome few pieces of artillery planted on the wall, which were faved from

the wreck of two Dutch vclTds lofl on the coafl; and a number cf Chinese cannon.

There is in this city a much-admired temple, fupported by wooden pillars varnifbcd

black, and ornamented with gilded foliages aqd reliefs; the pavement is fpread with mats.

The priefls who officiate in this edifice hold the Rrfl places in the flatc.

Among the Cambodians are many Topafl'cs, or Portugucfe Indians, married and fcttloJ,

vrho hold confiderable pol's in the government. But no priefl has chol'cn to retido anionsj

them fmce the year 1710; whcii a (raor capuchin, by vinteof his faccrdotal office, rc-

monflrating with a man for having tv. j wives, and pioceedmg to excommunication, was

murdered by the obf^inatc polygamifl.

The King oi Cambodia, though f.ributary to Cachin-Cbina, is as defpotic <«s the

other monarchs of the eafh When a handfuroe prefent induces his majefiy to confer oi.

any one a fingular n<.>iiOur, he gives him two fwords; one ^f which is called the fword of

ftate, and the other th',-.t of juftice, which are always to be carried before him when he

goes abroad. While th'is C4uipped, all muft give place to h'm, and addrefs him in a

particular form of cxpicflion, till he mcetii wit'.i ar.r>-:i<.er who has obtained ihe like pri-

vilege; when the datesof their patents Are examined, and precedeiKc is given to the fcnior

patentee. The povf.t of thrfc kr.ights of the fworci is .vry cor'idcrablc; when they go

into the country, they hold courts ui juflice, both civil and crimin.il) impofc iincf, and

have even powu ti pronouacc fenteucc of death.

^ The
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The kingdom of Tooquin is boun'Jed by Chma on the north and caft, from r/hich it is

fcparated by inacceffible mountains and the Bay of Cochin-Chins, by this !aft kingdom

on the fouth, and by Laos on the weft. It is fituated between the loi and the io8

;?i'^i-ecs of ciirtern longitude, and between the i8th and 26th degrees of north latitude)

being about five hundred miles long, and four hundred in it's grcateft bresdlh, but

in fome places it is very unequal. Geographers have divided this kingdom into eight

province*} Nejeam, Temboa, Teman, Cachao, and the eaft, weft, north, and fouth

provinces.

The climate, as may from it's fltuation be fuppofed, is cxceflively hot in the dry fcafon,

and deluged in the wet. The revolutions of fpring, fummer, autumn, and winter, are

here unknown; as indeed they are in every country within the tropics. The wet and tha

dry are the cnly diitmflions of feafon regarded, and the tran fit ion from the one to the

other is net attended with an) extraordinary and fudden change of the weather; but the

commencrn ent nf thr rairy fcafon is preceded by a few gentle (bowers, and two or three

fair days denote the approach of the dry one.

The wet fcafon begins about the end of April, or beginning of May, and continues till

the beginning of September; during which interval, however, there arc fome fine days and

fair weather, particularly in the mornings: the three firft months are very unhealthy,

and often fatal to th«r natives as well as ftrangers. In Auguft the weather begins to bc

meliorate, equally removed from the extremes of cold and heat, of wet and dry; yet, be-

tween the firft of Auguft and latter end of Odtober, thofe dreadful ftorms, or hurricanes,

"allcd typhons, and vulgarly tiifFoons, prevail; during which no ftiips can venture out of

h'jrbour. Thefc ftorms come on about the new or full moon, and arc preceded by fnif

weather, gentle breezes, and a clear fcrcne (ky. The com!non trade-wind, which at

that time blows from the 'buth-wcft, flutters a'.out to the north or north -caft. A dread-

ful louriO'T cloud prognofticates the typhon's approach, which is fomctimcs obfcrvcd fc-

vcral hours before; ind, in proportion to the fwiftncfs of the clouil's motion, the violence

of the ftorni may Ivr rxpeited. For twflvc hours the wind blows with unremitted fury

from the north-caft, attondrd wi'.h tremendous claps of 'bunder, rather fhccts than flaftics

of lightiiimr, and cxccflivc heavy rains: thcfe fuddcnly abating, a pcrfe£l calm, fuccceds,

which having continued niir an hour, the wind fliifcs again to the fouth-v.'cft, anJ con-

tinner to blow with all it's forrrcr fury.

Janiir.ry, Fcbruar<-, and March, are for the mofl part dry and cold: in April it is cx-

trenuly temperate; butNovciiihrrand Dcccmbirr arc the two mof^ plcafant months, .is they

•nrc both dry and healthful. This may fervc as a general view of th«. ynr . yet the feafuns

often vary in thur duration and fevcrity; and, as I'onquin depends on the annual floods

to enrich it's foiU when they hiippen unfcafon ibly, or are exccflive, the poor, who are

very numerous, arc conttrained to fell their tnildren for fuftcnance, and often fuffer all

the honors <>{' real famine.

The foil is principally fertile m rice, of which, if the fcafons are moderate, it produce*

two annual crops; and there ^re g'cat plenty of pine-apples, mangoes, bananai, cocoas,

limes, guavas, and laigc^nd fmall orar^^es. The large oranj^ci are laid lu bc the bcft in the
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world, and are both delicious and wholefome ; the fmall are equally agreeable in flavour

but are cfteemed dangeroufly pernicious. Yams, onions, and potatoes, are liicewire cul-

tivated in the gardens; and the betel leaf, (o highly valued in the eaft, grows very plen-

tiful. They plant vaft quantities of mulberry-trees lor the food of their filk-worms, and

the country in general affords plenty of wood for the purpofes of houfe and fhip-building.

Thcfe woods contain, in general, the fame fpecies of animals and fowls as have been be-

fore defcribcd, in treating of adjacent kingdoms. Befldes the infers common to hot coun-

tries, there arc a peculiar kind of locufts about the fize of a man's finger, which arc

edeemcd tolerable food by the natives; but the ants of I'onquin are the mod mifchicvous

of any of their infeAs, marching in large bodies, and devouring every thing thuy can pe-

netrate. They arc of the fame fpecies as the termites of Africa, which will be particu-

larly defcribcd when wc treat of that quarter of the world.

The Tonquinefe are well-proportioned, and of a middle ftature; their complexions are

not fodark as in many of the caftern nations; they have long black hair, which flows grace-

fully on their fhoulders ; and their features, according to our ideas of beauty, may be

called regular. About the age of puberty, they dye their teeth black with a very naufc-

ous compofition; and as this operation takes up fome days, th.7 almoll refrain from nou-

riHiment till it is compleated. This is the prevailing faihioti of the country, and for

which they aflign as a reafon, that it is degrading fur men to have teeth of the fame colour

as thofe of brutes. Their drcfs by no means furves the purpofe of difUnguifliing the

fexcs, the outer garments of both being a long gown bound round the waift with a fa(h-.

people of condition ufually wearfiiks, though they prefer Englifh broad cloth, particu-

larly the gaycft colours, of which too they make caps. Cotton, or calico, is the drcfs

of the poorer people; from whom the foldiers are didinguifhcd by the fliortncfs of thcir

upprr garments, and both w:ar drawers, which reach to the middle of their legs. They
arc faid to pofll-fs fidelity, diligence, and fubmiflion to fuperiors, and to be rcnuiublc for

their focial and convivial difpofuions.

The hiftory of this country is fo blended with fiction, and involved in the inexplicable

mazes of tradition and report, that it is impofUble to give any fatisfatSory account of it's

revolutions in diffant ages. Wc only know that it was once fubje£l to China, when a

captain uf a band of robbers, named Din, put himfclf at the head of a number of banditti,,

knd infpired (hem with the refulution of afTerting their liberty: he fucceedcd in his de-

fign, threv/ oft" the yoke, /nd v.as fcated on the throne. The Tonquinefe, who had fup-

pofed happincfs infeparabic f,om the independence they had fccured, were wretchedly mif-

takcn : different fa^Slions were foon formed among them; and, as ambition or revenge

prompted, the caufe of different competitors for royalty was adopicd; and they ccafcd not

to experience the horrors of intefline broils, till the regal line had been fix feveral times

changed. The laft civil contcft in which they were engaged brought about an unufual.

Rvolution.

The King of Tonquin, to whom alfo Cuchin-China was fubj«.'5t, had been accufloiTicd

to appoint a general, with almofl unlimited power, to command in each kingdom; but

the general of Cochin-Cbin«9 throwing off hit allegiance, made himfelf king. I'he.

Tonquinefe
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Tonqurnere general, ftimulatcd by tKI* faecers, Teized on all the revenue* df his kiitg-

dom ; but being left ambitious t>f the title of fovereigtv, than of real advantage, he left

the king the tinpt/ fflendor of the namey referving to himfelf the entire cottimanU of the

army, an^ alnioilt the wheic revenue of the kingdonti and it was agreed that his defcen-

dants ftiould for ever enjoy tiK (anite power and emduments.

In Tonquin, then, are two kings; the one called Boua^ and the other Choua. The
fioua indulges himfelf in votuptttoufnefs and indoknce among his concubines, and re-

ceives all the honotfrs of roysftyi while the Choua has the executive part of govemmenc

entirely in his owit hamh : yet the fioua at ftat^d times receives the homage of hts Mb^
h(k9, who are devoted tohim with the warmefli aveachment; he is alfo addrellvd by am-

btflPadors, and ratifies the decrees of the Choua. The dtgntty Of (he latter is heredttfary,

and his eldeft fon fucceedt him} but the right of primogeniture doe»nN»t determine the

focceflion of the Beua •, the will of fh« fiither, or rather of the Ghoue, fieqaent^y appointor

« fucceflbr, (bmetimet even from the collateral^ branches of the royai family, to the exclu-

fion of the font. The fether't conftnement is entailed on- his offspring: they are not per-

mitted to leave the palaee bvt at fbted times, of fhort duration, when they are attcndedii

by the Choua's officers. Yet, although the king and his famiiy are in fadl only ftate'^

prifoners entnifted to the care of the Choua, he adepts to pay iIk higheft refpeft to his

fovereign,.and declares that he acceptc the adminiftration of government only to eafe hint.

«f the cares attendant en the execution of rcgat authority. When a Boua'dies, hie tabib

» at regularly ferved for fixty-five chiyfatif he weie ftUi alive, and provifiens are diftrU

buietl among the boncer and' the p*M-) After wMch a vcr^ <^en4id> proceAon, conftllin^

of an immcnfe number of officers, elephants, and horfes, with the body of tne deeeafed'.

drawn in a chariot by fix tkapfita oat fer thedefarti of Bodego« wrhere the Bou»is in-

terred with the utmoft privacy by fix of the principal' eanuchs of his court,, who bind"

themfelvciby an oath to conceal the place where they depefit the eorpfe. The rime

•f meuririing is regulated by the quality of the moumert the mandarins, chief off--

•ers, and magiftraees, mourn three ynn fat the prince ;^ the Icing's houflbid, nine

monthsi the nobiUiy, fix} and the common people, three} and no diverfions of any kindP:

Me permitted for three years, or any public rejoicings, except at the coronation of the

fucceeding monarch. In a word, the folemnity and pomp attending a Boua'a deceafe, if

WB give credit to the moft authentic relMiona of travellers, can only be equalled by the

^lendid exhibition of the Aieceeding princess coronation} which, whether we regard' the

profufe generofityof the monarch, the brillianee of his train, or the varied round of

smufementt which ai« unintermitted fbr a month, muft give us an idee of eaftern gran-

deur of which Europe afitirdc no finijle inftnnee : bat thefe are almoft the only hounurs

that diftinguifli the prince} and for which he is probably more indebted to the policy of.

the Choua, than to any nfycA or afl^Aien. The Bona it not even albwed a guard;

tvhile the Choua keeps three Hundred elephants, and near thirty thoufand armed men fta-

rioned near the capital, brfidet hit horft and foot guards, and can ufually command a-

ftanding army of forty or fifty thoufand mto In dlifbvnt parti of the* kingdom, particu'-

Jhrly oa the ^onticit of Cochia-Cbina.
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The generals and principal officers are mounted on elephants when they march, a

wooden turret being fixed on the back of this powerful animal fufficiently large to con-

tain at leaft a dozen men with their arms and ammunition. Their naval force is ex-

tremely infignificant, confifting only of fmall vefleli, in which they never venture far

from the fliore, but ply about the coifts with oars, without making ufeof fails. No per-

fon can fill any public employ without going through a regular courfe of ftudy, and

taking his degrees when qualified} yet their magiftrates are chiefly eunuchs, whofe unjuft

cxa£ltons are difregarded, becaufe government is fure to be benefitted by them in the end.

An oath of fidelity is every year adminiftered to all the fubjeAs, which they ratify by

drinking the blood of fowls, mixed in a cup with arrack, which is efteemed the moft

folemn form that can be ufed. Punifliments for oflFences are infliAed by any magiftratc,

without a formal trial, and the fentence is fpeedy and irrevocable) yet there are fome

eftabliihed laws by which the magiftrate regulates bis decifions: murder is puniflied by
decapitation j theft, by the lofs of fome member, according to the nature of the crime;

and for petty offences, there is a kind of pillory. Debtors are delivered up to their credi-

tors to work till their debtt are paid i during which time, their treatment and living de-

pend much on the difpofition of the creditor.

Cachao, the capital of this kingdom, ftands on a rifing ground about one hundred miles

«p the river Domea) it is entirely defencelefs, and contains about twenty thoufand mean

houfes, built of mnd, with thatched roofu. The principal ftreets are fpacious } but, in

the wet feafon, dirty and difagreeablc} and, during the dry feafon, fome ftagnant waters

in this city emit a very noifome fmell, though the air is in general efteemed very falu-

brious.

The king's palace is in this city; and, with the park and gardens that furround it,

occupies a prodigious fpace: itV interior apartments and decorations are in the Chinefe

flile. The palace of the Choua is rather mean in it's appearance i but before it is a grand

parade for exercifing the foldiers, and a low building adjoining, where the train of artillery

is depofited, confifting chiefly of fifty or fixty iron guns, with a few mortars of the fame

metal Near this laft place is a ftable for the war elephants, and another which conuina

about three hundred of the king's horfes. There is an Englifli and a Dutch fa^ory in

this city, but neither of them of importance.

There are a few more cities in Tonquin, among which are Domca and Hean; but they

are all without fortifications, and are neither elegant nor extenfive. There are a number

of villages all over the flat country, furrounded by groves, beyond which high banks are

raifed to prevent their gardens from being overflowed by the annual rains: thefe villages

form an agreeable fcene to the eye of the traveller, and are pleafiuitly fituatcd for the

inhabitants.

The Tonquinefe are elegant in their ftile of living, and have their provifions drefled

with neatneft, and ferved up with tafte. But this is only to be underftood of the great i

the common people fubfift principally on boiled rice, fifli, and pulfe : tea is the ufual be-

verage of all ranks, but the people 9f coaditioa ftequeody mix ariack with it) and, indeed,

CM
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too often Indulge themfelves with this mixture to intoxication. When they receive com-
pany, betel and areka are prefented to their guefts, which they chew as Europeans ufe to-

bacco, and it would be efteemed the greateft rudenefs to refufe partaking with them. In

this country, and indeed all over the eaft, it is the greateft misfortune for a man to be

left-handed; for if a ftranger, or even a native, extends his left-hand to receive any thing,

he immediately finks fo much in their efteem, that if he poflefled a thoufand amiable qua-

lities, they would not all compenfate for this defed.

Thefe people, who are in general poor, are efteemed good mechanics; and the trading

part of them, in the fidelity and punAuality with which they tranfaft bufinefs, form a
ftrong contraft to their cunning mercenary neighbours the Chinefe. They are fond of

bunting and fifhing; for which laft diverfion their country is particularly calculated, by

th|B number of it's rivers, and the abundance of fifli on the coaft. They generally travel

by water, on account of the convenience of their canals.

Among the Tonquinefe there are great numbers of painters, weavers, turners, car-

penters, and paper-makers { they likewife manufaAtare great quantities of ftuffs from filk

produced in their own country, which are principally difpofed of to the £ngli(h and

Dutch. It is, however, the misfortune of the natives of this country to be kept in fuch

poverty by their grandeur, that they often cannot purrhafe materials to work upon till

the foreign merchants arrive; who are, for the fame reafons, frequently obliged to wait

feveral months before their orders can be compleated. But the Dutch, with their ufual

policy, to obviate this inconvenience, contra^ a kind of temporary marriage with the

women of this country, whom they appoint hStors in their abfcnce; and by thefe means

have their goods ready by the time their (hips arrive. The lacquered ware of the Ton-
quinefe is only inferior to that of Japan; and they export feveral kinds of dyes, and other

drugs. The goods imported are, Englifli broad-doth, great guns, fulpbur, faltpetre^^

lead, pepper, and feveral other articles, for which they barter the produce of their owa
country. .

In their religion, fuperftitions, and laitguage, they bear a ftrong refemblance to the.

Chinefe; and the name of Confucius is held in the utmoft veneration among them.

They worftiip a variety of idols; but the moft common are the elephant and the horfe.

Their pagodas, or temples, are often fo fmall as only to contain the idols for whofe re-

ception they were built; in the towns they arc rather more elegant than in the country,

but in neither worth notice. The auftere lives of their pricfts srife, in feme meafure,

from their extreme poverty ; their only fubftftence is from the voluntary donations of the

people, and this is feldom more than a little rice and betel. The people prefent their

prayers to the priefts in writing, and it is their bufinefs to ofFeir them up; which they

perform in a loud voice, the fuppliant lying proftrate upon the ground. People of rank

generally perform their devotions before an iJol placed in one of tlie courts of their own
houfe; fome dependant reading the petition, iixikcad of the prieft, while the mafter rcmaiiis

in the fame humble pofture as thofe who frequent the pagoda. The petitioner returns

thanks to Heaven for the blcflings he has received, all which are enumerated; and prays

for • continuance of them. This ceremony bcigg finiibcd, the paper is burnt in a pan of

iflceofei

..i:

^
'I

f* '
'

'

fr-'^i

I ?

i
•<

\

#
U



^* A *- 1 A.

*acen(e, ami tbetr dbfot!on conehidet, very itKiofMliy, with an enttrtainmejit for their M>-

tfendant* and the poor.

The Tonquinefe annually obferve tvro feafls withgnaitfolenimty. The irft eonimtnce»-

«t their new year, which begins the firft new moon after the micMIe of ^^nitary^ wliei»

ihey fpend" ten or twelve days in eontinua} feftivky : during thifr time there is a oefla-

tion from all- emptoytntnts ; and' drunfcennefj*, upn»r, anU unbridled' Ikentiou(VMA,v

triumph over every reftraint. Their odier grand feftival i» tttfebroted \n the ilx<h mwith^.

after hiving got in their harveflt, with the Tame diflbitote mevriinenCk Oh the firft and;

ilfteentn days of every month, they perform tiicir de^-ottDin- wi«h> tkt iitmoft fervouiv and:

ftcrifiee to )heir departed friend», by making oMaeion»ac liwir tenibt.. They hove like-

wife other inferior feaA* and entertainmentt,. at foma of wbicfa; dtey pevform comediet,.

jUidaiefaid'to bs tolerable aAors: the lime of tho wprefenouien wAially taket upr tfir

whole night J
but the performance docv- not pievcnc ebeaudnjice froBseanog and driaking),

ihirihg WS continuanee.

The Tonquinefe allow a pluralityof'wives, and^mea of qpialitymake n» foniple to pn>»

>ilitute their daughters to European nwrdtNints. One chiefinducement to this, ftrange c/ook^

jnerceis fiiitf to be the hope of tendering their poAerity fairer and moM beautiful.. Tbe-

womrn ftibmit without reliiAanec^ cilvcmiflg this oa lamfable a- method of obtaining,

money at any other; and' if their children bcremc burden feane,. part; with> dwn. totfae

Beft^ bitMer, without the fmalleft* regrai.

Marriages are folcmniaed in Tonquin with the utnwft feftivity, which commonly laftv

Ibr three- days; yet, for the moft: trivial oflbnce, a man may divorce bia wife on reftoring

the fortune he received with her. If a woman is oonvi^tedofadUlleryyihe is expofed to-an«

elephant bied up to fuch executions, who having firft tailbd her up in the air* catches her'

as fine ftdlsi and* tramples her to detth withtht faoM facility at %, mmm wquid cruib ana

bifea.

The Tonquinefe bury their dead in the gardens or other grounds ofthe deceafed, with»

out burning; and, a month after hold a feaft-at the grave^ where a bnuvin attends* Over

the tombs of people of quality they ered a wooden- tower feven or eight feet fquare, andl

about twenty-five feet high; from the top of which the prkft makes tint ovation to tht-

aHembly, enumerating the good quaMtiesof' tlM c'eccoftd:' he then dcfcendt^ and fets fire

to the tower ; after whkh, the populace fit down to an entertainmentpnMwM «ni<pui|io(e»,

ufually confifttng of vafl quantities of previfSons and fVuits.

Thefe people are much addiAed to fupcrftitions and on all occaflenr of* moment aon«>

fult an aflrologcr, whofe advtee- they very rsligiouAy pui>l\i«. . Every heur of thsir day
bears the name offbrne beafl; as the lion, the tyger, ^e borie, ftc. and the beall which*

gives name t» their natal hour 4s alwajra avoidedi widk- tb« mall cartful drcumfpedion*.

Such is theeNtremc to- which they carry their fiiperfiition, that if tfarfidk^objcA a mani

meets in the morning appears to him anpiiepitiouav he will defifl fnm faak journey or

intended buAnefs; anJ^ rsturoin^hame, cndgavoiir t» avert tin fatal omw by a coafin**-

aicnt of fevcral- hours.

CHAP.
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V.

'/TpO defcribc with accuracy this rich, extenitve, and as yet but little-fXplored

A empire; to inveAigatc it's origin, and the dvrivatiuti of ii's name, which the

natives call T(hong-k»ui^ and the Indians Ca/t?/; to drpidt it's rranufai^iur^.s, it's arts,

and excellent policy, with precifion; would bnfllc every cffoit of the hillorian, tlie geo-

grapher, and the traveller: yet wc hope the followinj^ account of this intirrtlHiig part of

\he gidbe will appear to have bceii coNedcd from the beft male-rials with dilit|;cnce and fi-

delity, and arranged with judgment and prcciHon.

This great empire lies on the eaflern borders of the continent of Afia, and is divided

fromChinefe I'artary, on the north, by a prodigious wall, and in fome places by inaccef-

fible mountains; on the caft it is bounded by the Yellow Sea and Weliern Ocean; on thb

{buth, by the Chinefe Sea, and the kingdom of Tonquin; andon the weft by Tibet,' be-

tween which and China vaft defarts and mountains intervene. It's fituation is between

21 and 44 degrees of north latitude, and 94. and 123 degrees of caft longitude from Lon-
don; it's length is computed at 1450 miles, and it's breadth at 1260.

This country is divided into flxteen provinces, fifteen of which lie within the great

wall, and the other without. The names of thefe provinces are, Chang-tong or Xantum,

Kiang-nan or Nanking, Tche-kiang, Fokien, Petcheli or Pekin, ChanH or Kanfi,

Chenit or Kenli, Se*tchuen or Suchuen, Yun-nan or Yunam, Q^iang-fi or Quamd,
Quang-tong or Cahton, Honan, Huu-quang or Huquam, Koci-tchou or Qiiechue, and

Kiangfi or KiamH, within the wall; and-Latong; is fituated without it, on the moft

northern coaft of the Yellow Sea.

Such are the boundaries and divifions of China Proper, from the moft authentic ac-

counts; but as the policy of this country wifely prevents much interccurr; with Euro-

peans, except in trading on their coafts, many of thefe provinces are little known: yet

while we admire the fagacity of the Chinefe in difcouraging the fettlement of Euro-

peans among them, we cannot help lamenting the caufe; and muft with fhame confefs,

that wherever we have obtained footing, under the pretence of civilization, an univerfal

profligacy of manners, with all the arts of fraud, rapine, and corruption, and all the con-

fequcnccs of war and devaftation, have conftantly fucceeded. The Jefuits and Millionaries

it is true, were for fome time permitted to reflde here, and on their relations we muft prin-

cipally depend.

As this country lies under a variety of climates, the air muft be fuppofed to be very

different; the fouth of China it expofed to tropical heats and periodical rains, while the

rivers of the north are generally frozen from November to March. The foil likewifc is

equally variable, though every part of the country is fertile, either from nature or inde-
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futigable induftry. The lanJs lie extremely level in many placet { and at the Chinefc

delight in plains, they have formed a great number on fpots in which nature had given,

them mountains.

In thofc provinces which are the lead fertile, the mountains are cloathed with abun-

dance of fine trces} which, by means of rivers and canals, are conveyed to every part of

the empire. The mountains alfo contain every pure as well as common metal, with a

peculiar kind of white copper^ but the gold mines are faid to be purpofcly negleded, left

the conflux of eafi
I

y -acquired wealth flioiild induce a total negle£l of agriculture and

trade. Pit-coal is dug in great plenty, as well as loadftones, cinnabar, vitriol, allum,

lapis lazuli, and a kind of jafper; and the province of Fo-kien is famous for the fincli:

rock-chryibl, of which the natives make very curious feals, buttons, and fcveral devices.

There are likewife confiderablc quantities of porphyry, and quarries of the Aneft marble},

but there is not one edifice in China wholly compofed of thefc beautiful materials.

In this country are feveral curious fprings, whiih ebb and flow as regularly as the fea,

but the common water is warm and unpleafantj to remedy which laft defe«^, the leaves

of various trees, and particularly of tea, arc plentifully infufed.

Tile principal river of China is the KLiani; which, rifing in the province of Yun-nan,

Aieanders through three more provinces in a courfc of iioo miles, and difcharges itfelf.

into the Eaftern Ocean. It is a common proverb in China, that * ihe fca has no bounds,

* and the Kiam no bottom.' At Nanking, which is thirty leagues from the fea, it is a

mile and a half broad: in it's courfe, which is extremely rapid, and the navigation dan-

gerous, it forms a number of iflands, which ate often carried along by the torrents and.

Axed in very remote fituations.

The next river of confequcnce is the Yellow River; fo called from the hue it acquires,

by waOiing a foil of that colour: it rifes at the extremity of the mountains which bound

the province of Se-tchuen in the we(t, and after flowing about 600 leagues, difcharges

itfelf into the Eaftern Ocean, near the mouth of the Kiam.

There are, befides thefe, a vaft number of rivers, very commodious for trade, and plen-

tifully ftocked with fifli: but China derives moft benefit from her canals, which are juftly

the wonder and admiration of the whole world. There is ufually one in every province,

over which are magnificent bridges, whofe arches admit veiTels to pafs with their mads

ilanding.

This country produces all forts of fruits
s fuch as apples, pears, apricots, peaches, figs,

grapes, efpecially excellent mufcidines, and indeed aimoft every fruit common in Europe:

but as the Chinefe are ignorant of the art of grafting, thefe fruits are inferior in flavour to

ours. To compenfate for this deficiency, hovr'evcr, they have many delicious fruits to

which we arc flrangers; particularly one which they call tfe-tfe, of a bright yellow co-

lour when ripe, and about the fize of an apple. I'he fruit called litchi is alfo in high

eftimationi it grows about the fize of a date, and the Chinefe dry and preferve it through-

out the year.

The feze is a fpecies of fruit fuppofed to be peculiar to China: it grows about the

fize and (hape of an cggj the rind, which is of a Ihining red, being clear, fmooth, and

tnnfparcnt, and the tallc like that of fugar. Ti>e
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*The longyen, or dragon'* eye, is produced on a tree rcfembling our walnut-tree j ii'a

fliape is exadly round, the rind I'mooth and grey, and the pulp white, moil^, and a little

acid.

The Chinefc oranges are in general fine-flavoured, large, and extremely wholefome:

the juice is eonfidered as a great pe£toral( and they roafl thcni in the embers with fugar,

and adniinilter tliem to the Ack in almoll every difcafe.

The pea-tree of China is reckoned extremely curious } the fliape, colour, and taftc of

it's produce, exadlly correfponding with our common garden-pea. Ths tree is plentiful

in many provinces, and grows to an aftonifliing fize.

In the province of Qtiang-fi are trees which bear a fruit confifting of a fufc pulp, ca-

pable of being converted into flour of a tolerable tafte.

Two forts of varnifti-trees are alfo found in this country, very different from thofe of

Japan ; the Chinefe call one tfichu, the gum of which reftmbles the tears of the tur<

pcntine-tree, and is of a very poifonous quality, but much cftccmed by artificers: the

other, called tongohu, is exadlly like a walnut-tree, bearing a nut which contains a pret-

ty thick oil, and which is prepared for ufe by being boiled with litharge. This varnifh is

likewife poifonous, but it is excellent to prcferve timber from the ill cflTet^s of rain.

Nor muft we ncgled to mention the pepper-tree, the fruit of which is dift'ert-nt from

any feen in Europe, being a kind of berry about the fixe of a large p:a, and of a grey

colour variegated with red. ^The pungency of it's fmell is fo ofivniive to the brain, that

it can only be gathered, when ripe, by very fmall quantities at a time.

Another remarkable tree is the tzouchu, which is fomething like the fig-tree of Europe;

it yields a kind of milk made ufc of in gilding, by way of fize, and which cements the

gold fo ftrongly that it never comes off*.

There is alfo a tree called the tallow-tree, the fruit of which is inclofed within a rind,

divided into three fegments; and thefe, when ripe, difcover three white kernels of the fize

of a nut, which have all the qualities of common tallow.

The Chinefe have likewife the white-wax-cree, the oil-tree, the banana-tree, the betel-

tree, the mango, and the cotton-tree; with many others, whofe perpetual bloom, unfading

verdure, and odoriferous fcents, would render them the pride of the finefl European-

gardens.

In (hort, were we to particularize every diftinA fpecics of trees, flirubs, and plants,,

which are to be found in this v»W empire, it would far exceed the limits of any general

fyftem; it would, however, be unpardonable were we to negleiSl givinj^ a minute defcrip-

tion of that remarkable tree, or rather (hru^, whofe leaves form at prcfent fo very confi-

derable a branch of Kuropcan commerce, known by the appellation of tea. In almoft

every province of China rhis (hrnh is called tcha, and is didinguifhed into three kinds:

the firll, which is called (ong-to-crha, and is the fame we denominate green tea, grows in

vaft quantities on a mountain of Kiung-nan, in latitude 29 degrees north, where the plants

are placed in regular order, and k< pt conftantly pruned to prevent their running too high,

being renewed every third or fourth year, as the leaves, in that fpace of time, ufually

become hard, thick, and rough, The bJoileui i» compolcdof litre white leaves in the

ihape
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jhape ut° a rofc, ind is fucceedcd by a fmall inoift berry of a taile nmilar to tlist of the

leaves. In prcviiicci wliere (hefc (hrubs arc fuiTered to grow to their full height,

thty rife to rcn or twelve fcctj which, while the branches arc young and tender, arc btnt

tJuvviiwurds by the natives for the convenience of gathering tlvj leaves.

The fecoiMl fort of tea, which is culled vou-y, or bohea, grows principally irt ihc pro-

vin'jc c^ Fo-kien, deriving it's name from a celebrated mountain in latitude jy degrees,

iatnoub for many houfes, temples, and hermitages, of the buneci or Chine^i: prieils.

I'his mountaui i« of a Tandy, light fuil} and the only difference between rhe tea that

groH's here, and the former, is, that the icavjs, which are rounder and fliortcr, incline to z

black colour, and produce, by infufion, a tincture of i. deeper yellow. As this liquor is

inofFcnftve to the wealceft ftomach, and the tafte not unplcafant, it it mu'.b eiitcenied in

every part of the empire. Of this kind they make tour forts of tea, though in ii£\ the

iitnly difference conftfts in the time of gathering it, and the JPiate of the k-avcs: the firCt is

the tender leaf when jul^ open .d, and is generally difpoftj of tn prefeiiU to the cmp«ror

and perfoni* of (h? fi.At rank on which account it is called Imperial tea, and is valued at

about two (hillings a pounc- the fccond conftfts of leaves of a fuller growth, which arc

likewife much efteemed ; :he third fort is the leaves full grown, which are fold exceeding

cheap i and the fourth fort is compofed of the flowers or bloflbms, which, though they pro-

duce but a very inlipid liquor, are fold at an exorbitant rate.

I'be third principal fort is called by the Chinefe pou-cul-tcha, from a village in the

province of Yun-nan, near which lies the mountain where it chiefly grows. Thcfc

leaves, which are loiigf^r and thicker than the two preceding, are rolled up and fold at a

high price: all the other kinds of tea are only different fpccies of thcfe three genera; and

the diverfity in tafte and appearance principally arifes from the v^trious foils on which they

arc produced, and the methods of preparing them.

Though the flow(rs of China are in geiinral inferior in bc&iity and /ai'.ctyof colaiir (o

thofe of Europe, ytt their pionies, and a icw others, are far fupurior. A number of beau-

tiful flowers grow fpontancuufly on the bar)ks of the lakes, among which the lienhca,

fomewhat rcfcmbling a tulip holds the i^rft place. thi» is tVeouctulv cultivated in gardens,

where it is placed in velfcls filled with mud and WHicij it's colour Is white, varicgatrd

'i«»'?h violet or red; and it bears a fruit about the fize of a walnut, much cftfcmcd for it'*

nutritive and falutary qualities. But, in point of utility, the celebrated rotton-fhrub

clr.ims the fu^i.iiorlty of every other plant the growth of this country. After the corn

!iarveft is got in, the feed of the cotton-fhrub is fown in the fame fields ; and foon rii'a to

about two feet in height, and flowers by the middle of Augtift. The blotToms are chiefly

yellow, but fometimcs red. Aftc-r the flower drops oft', a fmall button appears, about the

it'Ae of a nut, with three apertures, in which, on the fortieth day from the blowing of the.

flower, three or four folds of cotton are difcovcrable. As all the fibres of the rotton firmly

adhere to the feeds they inclofe, the reparation is obligeJ to be cfTi^lcd by nica::^ of an

tnginc peculiarly adapted to the purpofc, after which it is ctirdM and fpun.

Among the culinary produ(£\iojis ot ChL^:, the only vegetable unkncwii to us, direrv-

ing
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ihg attc ition, is the petfai; the Iravet of which reremble thofe of the Roman lettuce, an4

are tr .ch ufcd, both green and piclr.)cd.

This vnft empire is by no mnans deftitute of medicinal herbs and roots, many of which

are found ir. great plenty ; but the plant called by fomc the radix-xina, and by the natives

fou-Iing, is mod celebrated : this plant bears a pod containing a white pulp, the cftl^U

attributed to which, in various difcafes, are almoft incredible ; the Chincfe phyficians re-

gard it as a panacea, and prcfcribe it in simoft every diftomppr. The root is alfo mt-di-

cfnal, but not very frequently ufed. The tihoang, of the nature of liquorice, ami the

fanti!, a p!»nt very efficacious in female complaints, are both plentiful, as well as rhubaib

and ginfeng; which, however, are not produced in fuch va(t quantities as inTartary.

They have, in this country, all the cattle comnion to England, though in lefs abun-

dance than might be expedledi the many rivers and canals rendering the breeding of cattle

tor draught or burden an object of little confequence. The mountains hurbuur many

W'!d beads common to the Afiatic cUmate; but there are no lions in China.

Among the remarkable animals, is a h^tes of camel about the height of ». common
horfe, with two bunches on his back, covered with long hair, and forming a kind of

faddle. Thefc csmcis are of various colours, and as their legs are not in (lender as the

ordinary fpccics, they are well calculated for carrying burdens.

A particular ,kind of ftags, not larger than oslr common dogs, are kept in the gardens of

the nobility, who have uHb deer of u larger fi/e : among others, they have the mufk roe-

buck, which has dark hair, without horns. The mu(k it generitted in a bag compolcd of

a very thin (kin covered with Ane Jbft hair, and fticks round it like a kind of fait.

Snakes are faid to be the common food of this animal { a prey he fecures by the fcent

of the mujk, which renders them incapable of moving from the indant he Ap-

proaches thcnt. The eflfeift of the mufk on fnaket i« fo well kttown in China, thit the

pcafants always carry a few grains about them, f>r the p'jr|x>re of avoiding thcfe noxious

reptiles.

The pork of Europe is not to be compaf:J with the black hogi\>f China, which art

very numerous, and muchcitcemed by the inhabitantsi wh<a, however, ferm equally to re-

iifh th: flcfh of wild horfes and doge, even when they die cf age or ficksici's.

With rcfpedi to ornithology, the gdden hcji^f China greatly ftir^jaflVs every other birdj

the vivid beauty of whofe red and yellow plumage, the tuJt on her head, the plcdfing a(-

femblage of colours confpicuous in her wings, the va^-icgated fhades nf her tail, and the

particular delicacy of her whole fiiapc, have iudly obtained this diiiinguitlied appellation.

The haitAng is a very beautiful bird of prcy^ fupeiior in firength and Aee to our fmcfl

falcons.

On a mountain in the provuiL*e of Quang- tonj^ there is a mod beautiful fpecies of but-

terAies, fome of vhcm as large as our ba:, whole iliining beauty mid divcvAty of colour

btiRe all defcriptiot\

Mo(k of the fifh common in Europe are found here, befides feveral of an extraordinarjr

ftne flavour and vail m^xgnitude, wholly unknown among us. The yellow fifh, caught in

Uic riw Yai)K-tfe-kiang, is of an ext^uifite taftc, and fome of them arc 800 pounds

6 P wt'aht.
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wvighe. Thok beautifut lUds ftnioMls, the goAd and fiiver fiftt of Chiuti, are bow k»
vrcli known in England to need any defcrtption.

Ai tiie biftory, fetm of government* and idigion of » country, throw generally the

ftrengef^ Hgltt em tlM maniitn of the people, we ftiiUI take a concife view of thefe parti,

culars, htti^m-« w« proored to & defcriptioa of the pre^t inhabitants. The foundation of

the Chincfe monarchy is reported to have been laid by Fohi, whofe conrumraatc wifdom
and virtue rendered him almoft the fubjc6lof adoration; but, without troubling our readen

with the tidiculoiH telationa of fome of their hililoriana, who fuppofe that the empire has

continued 40,000 yeari, we (hail only prccnife, that the government appears to have been

invariably monarchial, and the fucceffion generally hereditary. The tmlterial families,

who are (aid to have flUed the throne, are divided into twenty-two dynaftictt, or epochal,

which include a period of 3979 years, and end with the year of Chrift 1644: during this

fpace they have had 130 emperors, whofe lives have been aimoft patriarchal, and their

actions generally uninicrefting) (ho wan of the Chinefc being principally confined to the

ftitjugKioo of rebellious princet, and the fuppreffion of civil commotions. Thefe occa-

fioned no revolutions in the fori.t of government.^ and furnifiu'd but few important fa^s

tat the hifiortan. The only intereiling part of the Chincfe hiiiory comm'-nces in the year

l62t^ about aoe years after the Portugucfe had fully explori.-d their coai.^s } when Whay«
Tfong afoeaded the throne, at whofe deceafe ihe Chinefe race of emperors became extinct.

At the commencement of his reign, the empire wfti torn with inteiline broils, and the

people were opprefled with many grievous taxes. 'I*his ill-fated emperor had given the

command of his army, ddlined to attack thr TurKars, to a traitor named Ywcn; through

whofe perfidy the Eaflern Tartars, then become a very powerful tutiun, made a i'uddeii

inroad into China, and befieged tht imperial city of Peking.

The EaAern Tartars having rendenrd themfelves formidable to the northern parti of

the empire, the other provinces became full of infurgents, who chofe a general, named

Li, for their commander. Li was very fucccfsful in his progreft, having gained over the

populace by CMinpting them from taxes, and deflroying wfihout mercy the mandarins

who had impofied them. This general fooa found means to enter Peking in triumph, at the

head of 300,000 mcni and the emperor perceiving himfelf confined to his palace, and ut-

terly unable to oppofe, with any probable fuccefs, fo formidable an enemy, efraped pri-

vately into the woods with liis queen atMl daughter} where, during the paruxyfm cf in-

feniibility which hit angaifli had occafiomtd, his queen deftroyed herfclf { and the unhap>

py monarch awaking to thii fcene of additional horror, after writing on the border uf his

robe, * I have btcA bafely d<ferted by tny fubjedta—do what you will with my body, but

* fparc my people,' fevered the head of the youn^ princefs, and then difpatchcd himfelf.

Li having fo far proved fuccefiful in the eftablifluneiit of his ufurpation, no one at-

tempted to oppofe him, except the prince U-fan-ghcy, who commanded the imperial

forces in the province i)f Lyan-tong: ar^d, tu force this piince'i fuhmiiHo/i, he menaced him

wish the murder of hit father, whom hv had tnken caie to apprehend for that purpofc, and

was r.£lually inhuman enough to put this threat in immediate emcution, on finding

his itnpoAl rejeted. U-£»-gh«yi oow doub!y aoioMled with rcfeatracot, applial to

9 :
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the Enftcrn Tartirs, who htd been driven out of China, and Tfong-te, their king, readily

marched to hit affiftance. The cruel and daflardly heart of Li now began to /ink, and he

retreated to the province of Chcnfi, where be paOTed the wretched i-emainder of hi* exilftencs

in fuch obfcurityt that the manner of hit death is unicnown. Tfong-tc having thus dvVi-

vercd China from a cruel tyrant, demanded the throne aa the reward of hit fervice«: but

though this demand wai complied with, he furvived hit exaltation a very Ihort time, no>

minating hit (on Sun-chi, then a minor, to fucceed him; and thit prince, with the

alCftancu of bis father's three furvlving brothers, compleated the revolution v/hich bad

been fo aufpicioufly begun. This confli£>, in which alrooft all the relations of Whay«
tfong, the laft Chinefe emperor, loft their lives, happened about the year 1644. U-fan-

ghey, it is true, was honoured with the dignity of king^ but notwithflanding the carefles

he received from the young emperor, he was unable to forget the injury he fuppofcd ho
had done bis country; and ufed frequently to fay, that ht bad introdiKtd litnt to drivt away

It may appear incredible, that an empire nearly equal in extent to all Europe, fliould

in fuch a few years be entirely fubjugated by a foreign prince} but ths moderation, wif«

dom, and impartiality of the young emperor, were more powerful than his arms} the for-

mer fecuring, with the greateft eafe, that willing fubjv£tion to bis fway, which the latter

could never have obtained.

Indeed, the empire of China feems to have gained every advantage by thia rcvolutior;:

having now no enemy to dread, no army to maintain for the prote^ion of hcf frontiers^

her power and grandeur are incrcaicd, by the addition of provinces that for ages difturbed

ber repofe, and fli.- has for many years enjoyed an caft and fccurity unknowo 'm any for-

mer period.

Sun-chi reigned eighteen years, and was fucceeded by his fon Kang-hi { uitder whole

teign the empire do'uriflied for (Ixty years, his fourth fotn Yong-chiitg afliuniog the reins

of government in 1722, who died in 17^6, and was fucceeded by Kiang-long.

The dreadful earthquake which happened at Pck ng in 1731 deftroyed the greateft part

of thct city, burying in it's ruins upwards of an hundred thioufiuid of the inhabiunts.

Kieng-long filled the throne of China when the laft authontic accounts weie received

from this country; who, notwithftandin^\^ the feverity of his (decrees againft the Chriftians,

IK efteemed an excellent monarch, and attentive to promote the happinefs of his fubjeAt.

The rcfpeift which the Chinef'; pay to their emperors, almoft borders on fuperftition
{

his power is abfolute, and his commands as religioufly obeyed as if they were the injunc-

tions of a divinity. No one is permitted to ftand in his prefence, except the lords ia

waiting, and thefe always addrefii him on one knee. His titles are, * Holy Son of Heavec
* Sole Governor of the Earth—Great Father of the People.' The mandarins of the pre-

fence, the tnvoyi, the officers of juftice, and the governors ofprovinces, receive fimilar re-

rpc£), whenever they reprcfent tlie perfon of their royal mafter, or communicate his orders.

The emperor has the fole difpofal of all places under his government, as well aa of the

fives and fortunes of all his fubjeftsj and no criminal can fu^r death till be has confirm-

ed the fentencc. He nomiiiates the viceroys and govemvrs of provincesi and difplacet
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them at hit pleafure; and fhcws a parental cam of all his people, by liftening to their

complaints redrefling their gri:vancci!» anJ ftri£tly enquiring into the ftate of affairs in

every proTince, however remote.

The imperial colout it yellow, and dragon* with five claws ornament the emperor's

robes, which diftindtion no other pcrfon is permitted to aflumc. The feals of the em-

pire arc applied to every public aiftj ihaCof the emperor it formed of a very fine jafpcr,

ncai eight inches fquare.

The revenues of the empire, which are partly paid in money, and partly in goods, are

amazingly greats but it would be as impofliblc to afccrtain their amount with any degree

of ccrtaintv, as to enumerate the fcveral articles from which they arife.

In making pcaie or war, and forming treaties and alliances, the emperor has only the

honour of the empire to confidcr, being liable to no controul: his armies fometimcs

amount to more than 770,000 men, and he maintains near 565,000 horfes, to remount

bis cavalry, and to convey the orders of government throughout his vaft empire.

To check the tyranny which unlimited power might occafion, every mandarin is en«

joined to point out any fault he may obferve in the emperor, provided it be done with

that profound veneration which muft invariably be obferv'ed in every tranfa<ftion where

the fovercign is a party. But to a heart fufceptible of the charms of glory and immortality,

no other incentive is neceiHiry than the mode in which the Chincfc write their hiftory.

A number of learned men are carefully feledted, to remark with impartiality and accuracy,

not only the emperor's aAions, but even his words, on every particular occafion, and with-

out comparing their obfcrvations, to put the papers which contain them through a hole, into

an office provided for that purpofe, and which, left fear or expeAation Ibould influence

their remarks, is kept conftantly (hut till the commencement of the next dynafty, when

thefe fcattered remains are colleAed and compared, and the hiftory.of their emperors

compiled ; their virtues being handed down to pofterity, and their vices expofcd to the

public eye, without the varnifli of adulation, the fuggcftions of ignorance, or the mifre-

prefentations of malevolence.

When the emperor makes his offerings in the temple of Tien, an extraordinary pomp

is obferved} the princes of the blood, the reguloes, the mandarins, and the lords of the

court, appearing in their proper habits i bcfides an iinfinitc number of civil and military

ofljcert, arranged in fuch a way as beft to difplay the full glare of eaftcrn grandeur and

magnificence. There are two fovercign councils, with whom the emperor advifes : one

called the extraordinary council, which is compofed only, of princes of the bloody

the other denominated the council in ordinary, and confiding of the princes and minifters

of ftatc, who examine all papers of a public nature, make theii- report on .them to the

emperor, and receive his determination.

The rclar.ioRt of the emperor have alone any title of diftinAion, and in their favour

five honorary degrees of nobility are cftabli(hed: thefe titles are granted to the chil-

dren of the emperor and hit fons-in-law, wHo have revenues fully adequate to their

dignity, but are allowed nu (hare in the government. Titles always defccnd from the

father to that child which it judged moft worthy; and all ranks of the ei^^pcrcr't creation

ve
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arf fuperior to the higheft mandarin in the eatpire« though they havo no particular mark
of diftindtion, except the privilege of wearing the jrellow girdle. Thcfe princes of the

empire are only a kind of ftate pageants; and, indeed, prifoners; at they are not fufFered to

vifu each other, nor even to lodge out of the city, without pcrmiflion, their fnle employ-

ment being to appear at the emperor's palace every morning, and to aAft at public

ceremonies.

But of all the families in China, that of Confucius is efteemed the moft noble;

and the diftinAions with which that great man was honoured, of whom we (hall Ihortly

fpeak, have been continued to his defcendants in • direA line for more than two thoufiind

years.

Befides thefe, and the family of the reigning fovereign, there are no hereditary nobility

in China : to reward diltinguifhod merit, or extraordinary abilities, the emperor fome-

times confers titles of honour; but their duration is limited. The mandarins are chofen

for their proficiency in learning, and their Tons can only fucceed them in office by inherit-

ing their abilities.

In the capital of this empire are fix fovereign courts of diftinAjurifdi^ion, and whofc

authority extends over every province: each of thefe courts is divided into fevcral ofltccs,

sll under the regulation of the preridcnt of the principal one; and to prevent, as much as

poflible, every fpccics of injuftice, thefe courts not only require the afliftance of one another

to regulate and confirm their decifions, but an officer is employed in quality of ccnfor,

who attends at all their deliberations, and is obliged to give fecret information to the em-
peror of the conduft of his mandarins, both in private and public life.

Throughout every department of ftate, there is a mutual dependance between the govern-

ing powers; and the political chain is faithfully prefervcd, without the deficiency of a

fingle link. The loweft mandarin regulates every thing within his diftri£l, but is account-

able to a fuperior; this fuperior is anfwerable to a ftill higher power; and fo, in regular

progreffion, till it reaches the ptefidents of courts, who are themfelves fubjei^ to the con-

troul of im{>erial examination.

The mandarins live in a very fplcndid ftilc, anil receive the refptS. of the people in •

manner that (hews the moft implicit fubmifBon to their authority. In fliort, every officer

under government makes the moft oftentatious parade puftiblc; and, as the Chinefe arc

undoubtedly fond of appearances, it is perhaps no bad ;^olicy.

To preferve peace, harmony, and morality, to adminifter inpartial juflice, and to check

ill it's birth the fmaileft appearance of venality and coiruption, feem to he the chief aimt

of the Chinefe government; and the mode they purfue is certainly well cnlculated to anfwcr

thefe valuable intentions.

The emperor fometimes unexpeAedly vifits cernin provinces, h-^ars in pi-rfon the juft:

complaints of his people, and puniflics with the utmoft rigour iuch guilty and negligent

n^-x'tlarins as have difgraced their ftations.

.' thing that human wifdom could contrive, can poffibly exceed th" juftiee eftablifheif.

by the Chinefe laws, if the dift'crent officers faithfully adhered to their injunctions in thr

txfC(j; "ijn of their refpe^ive duties*
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Whatever crime is difcovered to have been committed, the oflTendwY it fure to receive, m

China , en adequate punifhincnt. The baftinado is irtfliAed for the moft trivial oft'cncr,

even upon the mandarins themfelves, and feema hardly to be confidered as a dilgracc) it

eonfilts in receiving a certain number of ftrokes on the pofteriors from a fmalt cudgel as

they lie with their faces on the ground.

Another fort of punifhment is inflicted by means of a wooden collar, which the party is

to wear night and day for a limited time, according to his enormity of his olTencei and

this is eftcemcd infamous.

Difobrdicncc to parents is in this country puniflied with unexampled feverity, being

confidered as the aggregate of every enormity} the offender is fpcedily brought to jufticc,

Mid if he appears to have fmotc, or even derided his father, he is fentenced to be cut in

pieces, and afterwards burnt, his houfe is demoIi(hed» and his lands are laid wafte, as a

fpedacle to deter others from fimilar offences.

Treafon and rebellion are puniflied much in the fame manneri and, where the crime it

very flagrant, the children of the offender generally fliare his fatr.

Murder is puniflied with decapiution: but the moft honourable puniflmient is that of

the bow-ftring,or ftrangling; and this is accordingly referved for criminals of didindlion.

Tnc executioners are far from being regarded as infamous) and the laws of China refufe

the rites of fcpulture to thofe whom they conflgn to death.

Of all the profeflbrs of paganifm, the Chinefe have fallen into the feweft abfurditich

Tiicir original form of worOiip, which is probably coeval with the empire itfelf, is the Rioft

Ample and inartificial that can be imagined; only recommending the worfliip of one iternal

invifible Being, under the denomination of Tien,,who refldes in Heaven, and animates all

exiftence. To this great, adorable Power, neither priefts, temples, nor rites are ordained^

the emperor alone offering occafumal facrifices in the name of his people. Spirits are fup*

pofed to prefide over tlie mountains, the riverft and the forefts, the public, and every parti*

cular family, as the agents or minifters of Tien} and to thefe only honour is enjoined,

this religion leaving the natural inclinations and appetites of men, in uil other particulars,

the full latitude of indulgence.

But Fo, or Foe, a celebrated Indian impoftor, introduced another perfuafion, which pre.

vails pretty much among the vulgar, but is only tolerated by the ftate. This fe£t adopts

'all the formality of idols, priefts, rites, and ceremonies.

The genuine religion of China is included in five books, which they call the Five

Volumes. It recommends the due fubordination of children to parents, of fubjeAs to go*

vcrnors, and every thing which can conduce to promote happinefs and purity of manners.

Fuhi, who founded the Chinefe monarchy, only facrificed to Tien at the two folftices:

his fucceflbr, however, added two offerings at the equinoxes, when the people unitsd with

the emperor in thefe public folemnities.

But the purity of this religion fufivred much.by the inteffine commotions of the empire,

and had very nearly fallen into difufej when the celebrated Confucius revived it with ad-

ditional fplcndor, about five hundred years before Chrid's appearance in the world. This

great man enjoined the ftri£tcft morality, a difrcgard yf riches and pleafure, and the exer-

ciie
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tfifc of every virtue; hU own life furnifliing the beft comment orf the preempts he rcc(>n\-

tnendcd, by actions M exemplary as his words. J)uring his llfc-tinic, he employed a (;rc ti

number of difciples to reform the manners of the people; but, after his dcceafc, inu-i-

preters of his precepts arofe, who foon ftrippcd them of their original purity, and wrcllin^

his words to their own views, introduced a fyftem equally impious and abfurd.

Yet the relig'ron of Confucius is Dill acknowledged by the learned; who, as well u>

the multitude, venerate him as a mcflenger from Heaven^ as a faint, ami almoft as a deity

:

but although the learned profefs the rcligon of Confucitis, they are in general far from

obeying the precepts he ittommends, or imitating the innocent fanAity of his munncrst.

To the memory of this great and good philofopher, a feaft is annually celebrated, at which

all ranks of the people alfift.

There is another perfuafinn, caMed the (tA of Taoffte, whofe author's name was
Laokiun. This perfon, hik d:fciplei pretend, came not into-the world till forty years after

his conception. He was born before Confucius ; and his writings, though probably much
difguifed, dill contain many maxims worthy of the mod nefineA moralift.

But, of all other k(\i, thi followers of Fo arc thr moft numerous. This idol was im-

ported from India about rhirty years itfter tlie crucifixion, and is ftiled the only god of tnc

world. His pricfts aie called bonzes by the Chinefe anJ Japanefe, by the Tartars lamat^

and by the Siamefe talapoins. The difciples of Fo pretend that their mafter has been

born eight thoufand times, and that he has appeared ia the form of almoft every animal in

the univerfc.

The Chinefe bonces reprefent a flare of rewards an«] punif&ments; and direA that no
man Ibould kill any living creature, drink wine, or be guilty of any impurity; but they

particularly eiifurcc the neceiSty of being kind to themfelvet, and of building monafleriet

and temples, that the fins of the people may be expiated by thvir prayers and penances.

There are feveral different orders of bonses, as well as idol temple* treAed on the

mountainti of different degrees of reputationi. The idolt are placed in order by the bon-

zes on folemn occafions, and the devotions ufually lall feven daya on each feftival,

during which fpace, their whole bufineft is to prepare and confecnte ncceflariea for a

future ftate.

With refpeA to the internal precepts of the religion of Fo, the bonxea themfelvea are

In general at a IcTs to defcribe them : they believe, however, that the tranfmigration of the

foul never ends* till it has obtained a cefliition of all defires, and an annihilation of it's

various faculties ) in which ftate of infenfibility they fuppofe all virtue and happinefs to

confifl.

The mandarins, and governors of provinces, though ufually men of too much erudition and

difcernment, to approve of the worOiip of idols, fometimes comply fo far with the fupcr-

ftition of the vulgar, a* to vifit the temples when any public calamity prevails, and join

them in imploring the interpofition of thefc fuppofed divinities in their favour.

On thefe occafions, if the idol fails to comply with the prayers of the petitioners, theyi

Icruple not to enforce their rrquefts in a perfonal remonfirance with a cudgel, which they

apply vehemently to the objeA of their adoration j frequently addicfling it in the rudeft and
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moft difrcfi>e£lful termi, and dragging it through the fticcts, till it poflcflct as liule appear-
ance «i power fuperior to that of an ordinary block. But (hould they, after oil, obtain
tliclr dcflrcf, they indantly replace the idol, and make the moft abje£t apologies for the
irregularity of iheir behaviour.

There are likcwife confiderablo number of Mahometani in this country, who have
fkveral mofquei, and live undifturbed, as they never attempt to interfere with the cuftonis

or religion uf the HalL*.

It ia remarkable, that in the province of Ho-nan then ii a Jewilb fynagogue, which hjs
been eftabliihed for many ccnturiei. Thii place wai vifitcd in 1704, by a miflionary

named Cotani, who wai indulged with a fight of their books, and even permitted to

examine the moft fecrct reccflcs of their fynagogue, into which only the ruler is ufually

iillowed to enter, and that with the moft profound veneration. They read, every Satur-

liay, in the books of the Pentateuch) whichi on comparifon with the Bible, agreed exadly

in the chronological and genealogical accounts. The fynagogue faces the weft) to which

thcfe Jews always turn when tiiey worfliip God, whom they ftile the Creator of all things,

ajid Ruler of the Univerfe. Their books are written on long pieces of parchment, rolled

upon wood i and feveral books of the Old I'eftament are omitted, the names of which arc

wholly unknown to them.

iiut what moft furpriaed the miflionary, was the number of ridiculous legends which he

found blended with the fcriptural fa£ls by their ancient rabbies, comprehending their pre-

frnt ritual and ceremonial worlhip. Yet they have not wholly forgot the Mufaic inftitu-

tion ; in particular, they pradife circumcifioni obferve the feventh day, thd feafts of the

pafchal lamb and unleavened bread) and abftain from blood. They keep the fabbaih with

the moft fcrupulous attention i and when they read their Bible publicly, cover their faces

with a Hanfpar«Rt veil, in comisiemoration of the defcent of Mofes from the mountain.

They praMSei tiie greateft ignorance of the Mefliah, and declared they had never heard uf

»ny other jefus than him who was the fon of Slrach.

The Chriftian religion wao unknown in China, till about the year 1517] when the

Fortuguefc, who htul made feveral iettlements in India, firft arrived at Canton, in China,

where they procured leave to trade, but were unable to obtain permiflion for their mif-

fitMuurtea to land on the ceniincnt.

Three Italian Jefuita, however, procured admiffion into thisempirc, about the fnd of the

fixteenth centurv i and une ot them, named Ricci, a man of uncommon genius, ctlablinied

a high degree of reputation both among the literati and the vulgar. He infinuated himl'elf

iiito the favour ni all ranks, particularly the bonzes, from whom he acquired a thorough

knowledge ot the learning, religion, ami manners of the natives; and with infinite addrefs

attempted to bieod the ancient religion of the country with the firft principles of theology)

the ntaximH of Confucius, with the dodlrines of Chriftianity. This temporizing modera-

tion, though it gained him many followers, highly difgufted the rigid adherents of the

Romilh church, who atiackad him with all the fury of enraged bigotry.

In 1630, the Daminicanii and Francifcans arrived in China, who openly cenfured the

tenets of the Cbriftiw coovcns of Ricci > and, after a difpute of fifteen years among

the



CHINA. 5»S

the difFerent ordem, a decree paflcd at Rome, enjoining the Jcfuits to infift on a more ftrict

conformity with the Catholic church from their convetts. Thii decree, however, ths

Jefuit fathers had influence enough to get annulled in 1656.

In 1669, during the minority of Kang-hi, a cruel pcrfccution of the Chriftiant took

placci but when that emperor came of 3gr, he treated the Jefuits with every token of re-

gard, and publiflied an edid declaring their religion to be good and falutary, and permit-

ting his fuhjc^ls to embrace it. Chriftianity being thus recognized by the throne, would
probably have foon arrived at a very llourifliing height, but for the ridiculous altercations

of the fcvcral orders of miflionaries, whofe animofities againft each other produced in time

an univerfal difgud. Inftead of enforcing, as well by example as precept, thofe divine

and truly ChriOian principles, love, charity, meckncfs, and forgivenefs, their zeal was

only warm in the promulgation of ftrife and irreconcileable hatred between their refpedive

converts. The court of Rome was again applied to; and, after fix years deliberation, the

holy office pronounced againft the mixture of original fuperftitions and Chriftian doc-

trines; and the converts were direded toaboliOt every trace of the religion of their father*,

and conform (kniWy to the church of Rone. A few indulgences were, however, granted,

to foften the rigour of thefe injundtionsj but thefe being infufficient to fatistry the difaf-

fc6ted Jefuits, the decree only fcrvrd to increafe that enmity it was intended to deftroy.

Kang-hi, the patron of the Jefuits, dying foon after, Yong-ching, his fon, unexpeAedly

reverfed the edi£lof his father in favour of the Chriftian religion, and plunged it's profef-

fors into frc(h confufion. All the Romilh ecclcfiaftics were ordered into cuftody, the

churches were demoliflied, and the governors of provinces required to perfecute the con-

verts to chriftianity. This ended with banifliing all the miflionaries to the ifland of

Macao, the Jefuits only excepted; who, with their ufual addrefs, found means to (belter

themfelves from the ftorm. Indeed, the fuperior abilities of the profcflbrs of this order,

and their political fagacity in particular, which is conftantly exerted to favour the purfuitt

of power and authority, have conftantly procured them an exemption from the fate of their

lefs artful brethren.

In 1746, another general perfectition of the Chriftians took place; and the lateft ac-

counts from this country dcfcribe the emperor as averfe to the toleration of chriftianity in

his ddminion*;.

The Chinefe have been erroncoufly fuppoftd to refomble in perfon the grotcfque

figures depicted in their drawings: they are rather low in llaturc, and thiir complexion^,

in the fouthern provincefi, are of an olive colour ; but, in the north, they arc generally as

white as Europeans; nnd thofe whofc profcflions or rank exempt thcin from cxpofurc to

the fun, arc remarkably fair. The Chinefe have not the fmiillcll idea of beauty arifing

from an agreeable fliapc, or graceful eafc; finall eyes, a larn;c forehead, fliort nofc, broid

features, a wide mouth, and Urge cars, furnifli their ftandard of perfeJlion for the human

face; their drcfs is loofc, and they think a man handfomeft when he is fat, full fued, and

tills his chair properly. The learned permit the nails of their fingers to grow upwards of

an inch long, from the oftentation of difplaying their exemption from manual labour.
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The women, if wt except the Ihorlnds of the twr«, »iul Um ftnallmfi uf their rytn,

may Im julily cilociiKd henutifuii th«ir complexions «rc fiinc and btooming, their niouth«

well foriiH-J, and their if[>cA full of vivacity : but the principal criterion of female bc-auty

it the fmnllncfi of the fuoti for the attaiiuiii-nt of which excellence, as fouii ai a girl is

born, her ftct are fo confuted with bandages that they arc prevented from ever attaining

their natural fue, and fomctimet do not exceed, at full growth, thofc of a child of thri-o

yean old. Thii violence to nature, it might be imagined, muft not only be extremely

painful, but even injurious to health i yet fuch ii the cITkfl of cuftum, and it's power in

reconciling people to the moft abfurd perverfiont of tafte or nature, that when they arrive

at maturity, they never complain of any hardfliip they have fuiFerod on this account, and

are fond of exhibiting the fmallnefs of their feet as they totter along in a manner pain-

fully difgufting to an European.

Indeed, the Chineiic ladies poflcis all the char^^eriAic vanity of the feXi fpending fcvcrul

hours every morning in adorning themCslvcs, for the purpofe of fecuring new conqucfts,

though their rcclufc way of life is very unfavourable to the fucccf&ful difplay of ihcfe

attradiions. I'hoy drcfs their hair very curioufly, and ornament their curls with gold

and filvor flowers^ fometimes wearing the figure uf a bird, the expanded wings of which

embrace the temples, while the fprcading tail forms a plume o;\ the crown of the head.

The }(miigcr Indies frequently wear a fort of cap made of paftcboard covered with fiik)

the fore part of which riiing into a point, is adorned with pearls, diamonds, and other

valuable .ind expcnftve decorations} the top being ornamented with flowers, mixed with

fmall bodkins, or pins, headed with jcweU.

Beneath their gowns, which reach from head to foot, the ladies wear a rich veft, compofcil

cither of fatin or embroidery : their arms are concealed by long wide fltcves, the

favourite colours of which are green, blue, or red. Violet colour, and black, arc worn

only by thofc advanced in years, who faldom ufe any other method of adorning their

heads than by wrapping a piece of cloth about thrm.

Since the ncci^flion of the Tartar family to the thronr, the men have been compelled to

{have their beads, except a finglc lock on the crown ^ a fmall cap in form of a funnel,

made of rattan or cane, lined with fattin, and terminated at top by a tuft of bright red

hair, being generally worn in fummer by all ranks indifcriminatcly. In winter they wrar

a warm tap bordered with fomt: valuable l\\r^ and the upper part covered with red filk.

This cap, v/hen worn by the mandarins, on particular occafions, is ornamented at the

top with a diamond, or fomu other prrcious ilonc, rudely cut, and fct in gold.

Their fhirts are made uf various kinds of cloth, and are difproportionably wide. In

fummer their necks arc bare, but in winter they ufe a band of fattin or fur. I'hc Chi-

nefc wear a long robe with folded lappets, and f.i(lcned by gold or filvcr buttons, accord-

ing to the ability or inclination of the wearerj and the flccvcs are broad towards the

ihoulder, but contracted at the wrilil. A fafli is tied round their waifts, the extremities ot

which reach their knees; and in this they carry their purfe, knife, two fmall flicks fcrv-

ing as a fork, and other trifling articles. Under this robe they wear liocu draweis in

fummer, and in winter breeches made of t'ur or fatUn.

Boots
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Boots are univerfallf worn by the Chinefc of all ranks, whenever they appear in pub-

lic* This cuftom might be convenient enough it' it wa« only ufcd in winter ( but fafhion

can alone render it tolerable in fummer. To Aich a pitch do they cnrry their partiality

for boots, that they will not receive a vifitor till they have drawn them on, aa the negletU

woul.l be edeemcd the height of incivility.

When they vlfit in form, they wear above their robct a long fillt gown, ufually blue,

which it girt round them^ a violet or black-coloured cloak hanging down to their

knees, is thrown loofcly over the whole; and thry carry a fan in their hanjj. But though

thcfe formalities are never to be difpenfed with in public, even in the hotteft weather,

in private, and among their intimates, they fcldom wear any thing but a pair of linen or

taftety drawers. With refpeA to the mechanics and labourers, in the fouthern provinces,

they free themfelves from the incumbrance of drefs even beyond the prcfcriptiont of de-

cency, walking the ftreett in only a Angle pair of drawers.

The Chinefe, who aflfe^i a grave and referved air in their whole deportment, have ii

prodigious veneration for long beards } and though nature has not been very favourable

to this propcnfity, they nourifli with the utmoft care the little they have, and frequently

exprefs their envy of the Europeans, whom they confider at the happieft beings on earth

in thit particular.

The Chinefc arc in dirpofition mild, tradable, and humane, pofTcfling great affability,

and no lefs conceit} valuing themfeivea highly on their fuperior politenefs and civiliza-

tion : yet, under the mafk of good-breeding, they not unfrequently conceal the bafeft

treachery, and the moft mercenary views. If they hate a man, they decline any partial

revenge} but with the decpefx deceit conceal their intentions, till an opportunity offers of

gratifying the utmoft nincour i>{ their hearts, by plunging him into ii retrievable ruin.

With the generality, intereft is the ruling principle which governs all thuir adiontj

and, to promote this, they fcruple not to pra£lifc the moft abje^ and humiliating fubmif-

fions. Ill their dealings with foreigners, they value themfelves on their (kill in every fpe-

ciet of fraud and deception} and fome of their tricks really fpcak ks loudly for their in-

genuity as their difhoncfty. This propcnfity to cheating, however, it is but juftice to

obferve, prevails chiefly among the vulgar i and as the bulk of a nation is generally in-

cluded under this defcription, the Chinefe have with fome degree of reafon been describ-

ed at a nation of ftiarpers: yet, as inftances of fair dealing, candour, and even gcncro-

fity, are by no means wanting, it would be unjuft to confer indirciiminate cenfure on

the many millions of people inhabiting this extcnfivc empire.

But if clandcftine frauds arc too prevalent among this people, they ccrt.iinly want that

magnanimity which would qualify them for bold adventures; being in general pufillani-

mous and timid, warmly attached to life, and particularly fearful left they fliouiJ want

a coffin afur death, frequently purchafing this article while in perfitSl health, and con-

fidcring it at the moft valuable part of their furniture.

Krom the pre-eminence they think themfelves entitled to claim over other nations, they

arc haughty in the extreme; entertaining the moft fovereign contempt for all other coun-

tries. Tbcy arc fo exceedingly partial to their own cuftoms, maxims, and learning, that
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it is dilTicult to perfuade them there can be any thing good or great which is not confined
to themfelves. On their firft acquaintance with the European', they are faid to have afked

them, if there were any cities or houfes in Europe; and to have cxprefled much aftoniflimcnr

on being informed, that this was not only moll certainly the cafe, but that the inhabitai ts

were alfo compleatly verfed in every fcience. ' How is it pofliblc,' exclaimed they, * that
' a people fo remote from us, fliould have any knowledge or capacity ? They have never
* read our books; they were never modelled by our laws; and yet they fpeak, write, and
* reafon, as we do.' ^

They fuppofed alfo, that ingenious artificers were only to be met with in China; but

on beholding the works of our artifts, they acknowledged that nature, who had beftowed

two eyes on them, feemcd to have favoured the Europeans with the fight of one eye at

Icaft. What moft confounded them, was a map of the world; one hcmifpherc of which,

at leaft, they imagined was occupied by China; but when it was pointed out to be only a

fmall portion of Afia, they feemed loft in aftonifhment; and, regarding one another with

furprize, exclaimed, * It is little, indeed !'

The Chinefe are remarkable for the extraordinary form and ceremony they mutually

pra6tife on all occafions: rules of behaviour to fupcriors, equals, or inferiors, being Co

well eftablifhed, and fo ftridly obferved, as to give them the appearance of a nation of

dancing-mafters.

The falutation to a fuperior confifts in joii\ing the hands upon the breaft, then finking them

almoft to theground,and while they bend the bodyequally lew, uttering the word 'i/(7/i/i/«,?yi/'

Equals addrefs each other with the expreffion , 'Profperity! Profperityl^ ufing at the fame time

a fimilar jundlionof thehands, andaflight inclination of the head. For every occafion they

have a fetform ofcomplimentary fentences, vvhicli they deliver with anemphafis veryexpref-

fiveof that fincerity the pradice of which they are fo remarkable for negledting. But the

grofs adulation, and abjc£t fervility, of their behaviour to the mandarins and perfons of

quality, are in the higheft degree difgufting to every manly and intelligent European.

But offenfive as their falutafions undoubtedly are, the ceremonious manner in which

they con adl their entertainments is flill lefs fupportable.

^7hen the perfon who furniflies an entertainment introduces the gucfts, he falutcs them

one by one, and taking a cup full of a liquid extracted from rice, he bows to the company,

and advances to the front of the room, lifting up his eyes and hands towards Heaven, after

which he pours the contents of the cup on the ground ; all which ceremony is intended to

exprefs, that every good thing comes from that power who reigns on high : after this he

takes a cup of beer, bows to the chief gueft, and places it on his table; a compliment

which is inftantly returned, by an attempt to replace it on that of the perfon vifited,

who prevents it with the moft courteous and attentive civility. The entertainer then

places two fmall ivory fticks, adorned with gold or filver, to ferve the purpofe of a fork,

parallel on the table. This ceremony is repeated to every gueft in his turn, agreeable to his

rank; and as each has a feparate table, finely ornamented and japanned, they make a

noble and fplendid appearance. The meat is fervcd up ready carved ; and, after a deal of

4 eiemony about the firft place, the company fit down facing each v^cher. The moment
"

they



CHINA. S29

they are feated, four or five comedians enter the apartment, who ftri'.c their foreheads four

times againft the ground, and then prefent a lift of fifty or fixty plays, wliich they arc ready

to perform immediately. The chief gueft, to whom the choice of the play is referred,

declines the profFercd honour feveral times; till, at length, after repeated entreaties, he con-

fents to name one of thcfe pieces for reprefentation. The play accordingly commences

with inftrumental mufic, confifting of trumpetSi, flutes, fifes, drums, and fteel or brafs

bafons. But though thefe performances prove highly entertaining to the Chinefe, they,

appear very dull and languid to thofe who have been accuftomed to behold charadleriftic

drefies, and the intervention of fuperb fcenery, both which are wholly wanting.

During thefe exhibitions, the entertainer, kneeling, intreats his guefts to take the cup,

on which they lift it with both hands, as high as their foreheads, and bowing very low,

conduit it to their mouths, drinking with great deliberation. He then, on his knees, invites

them to cat; after which they take fome of the prepared meat on their plates. This ceremony

of kneeling is repeated every time they drink, and with every di(h that is brought to

table. Tea is the ufual liquor; which, as it poflefies no inebriating qualities, is favour-

able to their recolleftion of the numberlefs ceremonies they are reciprocally to obferve. On
thefe occafions they continue three or four hours at table, during all which time they

generally remain filcnt; nor does any one attempt to rife, till the perfon vifited gives an

intimation for that purpofc, and condudls his company into the garden, while the fer-

vants prepare the fecond courfe; when a repetition of the fame form conftantly takes place,

till the company retire, which is feldom before midnight.

Thefe ceremonials arc certainly deftru6tive of that eafe, freedom, and exemption from

reftraint, which give the highell relifli to all rational fociety, and can alone captivate the

mind which is capable of relifliing ' the feaft of reafon, and the flow of foul;' yet the

Chinefe behold them in a quite different point of view; and imagine they tend towards ci-

vilizing the people, promoting peace and order, from the humility and condefcenfion they

occafion; and, by excluding the ufe of coarfe language and indelicate expreflions, pre-

vent the poflibility of quarrels, difputes, and reproaches.

There is one ftriking particular in which the Chinefe politenefs is quite the reverfe of

ours: to take off their caps when they falute one another, or even accidentally to appear

uncovered, is efteemed the height of ill-breeding and indecency.

As it is a maxim in the Chinefe government, that kings ought to have all the tendernefs

of a father for the empire, and fathers all the authority of a king in their own families; fo

their domeftic tranfaftions are regulated by this principle, which is the bafis of their poli-

tical government. In conformity to thefe general maxims, a father is not fuppofed to

have fulfilled his duty, unlefs he marries all his children; and a fon is efteemed deficient in

the afFcAion he owes to his father, if he neglects to perpetuate the family.

A father rules as def^.otic in his family as any fovereign prince can poflibly reign over

his fubjects. There are no prefcribed limits to parental authority; nor any command or

injunition of the father which his fon has a right to difpute: he is mafter of his houro,

his poflcffions, and even of his concubines and children, and may difpofe of them to whom
he pleafes. This being the cafe, a father would think it highly derogatory to confult the
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inclinations ofhis children in the article of mar) iage, which he contrafls fur them with whom
he thinlcs proper; and, where the father is dead, this important truft is delegated to the next

of kin. As the younger females are confined to their apartments, and forbid the iiberty

of being feen by men, the defcription of their perfons muft be derived from their own rela-

tions; or rather from a convenient fort of old women, who make it their bufmefs tb tranfaiSt

affairs of this nature, and are frequently employed by the relations of the young ladies to

give the moft favourable accounts of their wit and beauty: but if in thefe reports they ap-

pear to have been guilty of any flagrant mifreprefentation or impofition, they aic very pro-

perly puniflied with confiderable feverity.

The preliminaries of thefe negociations being adjufted, a contraft is figned, in which the

relations of the intended bridegroom agree to advance a certain fum to be expended in

apparel, and other perfonal ornaments, for the bride, no fortune being ever given with a

daughter. A few ceremonies on the part of the bridegroom then take place, chiefly con-

fining of prefents to his intended fpoufe; and her relations having confulted the calendar

for an aufpicious day, fix the precife time of the nuptials. On the arrival of the happy

day, the bride is feated in a magnificent chair, her whole paraphernalia being either carried

before her, or placed with her in the chair, which is attended by a train of hired perfons,

bearing lighted flambeaux and torches, though ufually at noon-day, and preceded by a

variety of muflcal performers. The bride's chair is locked, and none but the intended

hufband is ^jermitted to open it; who, on her arrival, for the firfl time beholds his bride.

If her perfon difgufls him, he fhuts the chair again, and returns her to her relations; the

only confequence of which is a forfeiture of the money he has expended : but this mortify-

ing rircumflancc feldom happens. The bride being approved, fhe is conduiSed into the

bail by the bridegroom; where they each make four devout proflrations to Tien; after

«vhich the ceremony is concluded by the bride's refpe6tful acknowledgments to the huf-

band's relations. She then joins the ladies afTembled on the occafion, while the bride-

groom entertains his friends in another apartment.

Concubinage is permitted without limitation, but a fingle wife only is allowed. The
children of the concubines are confidered as the property of the wife, and both they ard

their mothers are dependent on her bounty. Though divorces are lawful in this country,

for adultery, barrenncfs, or infL'flious maladies, they are by no means frequent. In cafes of

elopement, the wife may be fold; but, indeed, the Chinefe wi^es are feldom guilty of the

fmallefl impropriety or criminality of condu<ft, though the hufbands are fo extremely fufpi-

cious, that they will not permit them to fp» .k in private even with their own brothers.

Yet though a legal caufe is always neceflary, among the Chinefe,. for the attainment of

a divorce, there feems to be no Cuificient remedy againft transferring their wives as a part

of their perfonal property ; who, as well as their children, are often forfeited, in confequence

of that difpofition for gaming which leads them to hazard every thing in this favourite

purfuit.

But cruel and inhuman as this cudom undoubtedly is, it by no means equals the bar-

barous and unnatural pradice of ftifling, deferting, or felling their children, particularly

femitles, as foon as they are born> when their maintenance interferes witb^ the avarice or

poverty
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poverty of the more than brutal parents. With all their boafted refinements, their policy,

and their learning, fuch a flagrant violation of the great laws of nature and humanity, ren-

ders them the objedts of horror, of deteftation, and contempt.

F"or the encouragement of agriculture, an extraordinary feftival is appointed every

fpring, when the emperor, attended by his court, plows up publicly, in the vi'^inity of

Peking, a few ridges in different parts of a field with his own hand, to excite, by his ex-

ample, the induftry of the hufbandman; afterwards fowing them with wheat, rice, millet,

beans, and a fort of grain called caoleang. This field is cultivated with great care, and

conflantly vifited by the governor of Peking, who is particularly attentive to difcover a

ftalk with thirteen cars, that being confidered as a favourable omen. The produce Is put

lip in yellow bags, and d.pofited in the imperial granary for religious purpofes.

The practice of agriculture being thus patronized by the throne, it is efteemed very

honourable; and, every year, the hufbandman whofe fuperior (kill in cultivating his lands

entitles him to diftin£lion, is conftituted a mandarin of the eighth order, with permiffion

to vifit the governor of the city, and to fit in his prefencej and, after his deceafe, this title

of honour is regiftered in the hall of his anceftors.

The hufbandmen in general manure and cultivate their land with particular care. They
collefl: every fpecies of dung that feems cultivated to give ftrength to the foil; and,

among the reft, even the fhavings of the head arc preferved by the barbers, and produce

them about a halfpenny a pound.

They pull up the grain after it has rifen to a confiderable height, for the purpofe of

planting it in chequered lines; and their lands are fo fmoothly rolled, that they refembic

extenfive gardens.

In a variety of ufeful inventions, they bear a juft reputation. Their china, their japan-

ned wares, their filk manufa£lurcs, their triumphal arches, their public buildings, their

bridges, their pagodas, and every neceffary convenience of life, exhibit the utmoft efforts of

uncultivated nature.

They make a paper of the fecond fkin of the bark of bamboo, and feveral oth r trees;

but the moft efteemed fort, which is compofed of cotton, is more lafting^ and indeed equal,

both in colour and duration, to the whiteft and ftouteft in Europe.

The noble invention of printing has been known in China from the remotefl ages

of antiquity; but the manner in which it is executed is wholly different from ours. In-

flead of types, they make ufe of b'ocks; on which they pafte an exadt copy of the work to

be printed, and then cut through the paper into the wood: by this means preferving a

perfeft refemblance of the original characters, and the means of reprinting the work with'-

out any other trouble than that of ftrikirfg off an additional quantity. The paper ufed

for pninting, is fo very fine and tranfparent, that it only admits the impreffion on one

fide. The ink ufed for this purpofe is a compofition of lamp-black tempered with aqua

vitiB, to the confiftence of fize, and then rendered more fluid with water.

But their fineft ink is that employed in writing, and which is called by us Indian ink;

and this, according to the moft approved receipt, is made by placing five or fix wicks in a

veffel of the beft oil, covered with an iron top in the (hapc of a funnel, for the reception of

(he
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the fmokc ; the foot coIIciHed in which, being brufhed off gently with a feather, on a ftron*

dry (heet of paper, it is beat in a mortar, mixed with mufk or any fcented water, and a

thin fizc extradled from ncats leather, to unite the particles and form them into a parte

j

after this, it is put into wooden moulds, to give it a proper form, and when dried in the fun

orwind, produces the appearance in which we behold it. i: •(;;•., rj j? -.
' rv

That beautiful manufaflure, called china, or porcelain, whidh derives it's chief name
from this country, is cr npofed of two different forts of earth; the one called pe-turtfe, is

white, with a greenifli caft; the other, called kaulin, is fprinkled with glittcrino- cor-

pufclesj they are both found in quarries about twenty or thirty leagues from Kingtcching.

The brighteft, lighteft, and moft beautiful china, is made by incorporating eight parts of

kaulin with two of pe-turtfe; after this compound the veffels arc turned with a wheel,

fimilar to the method adopted by our potters for the formation of their wares. Some pieces

arc, however, Ihaped in moulds; and figures of men, animals, idols, buils, an! other fuch

large articles, are made in foparate parts, and afterwards joined together with the utmoft

nicety. Tlie ornaments and flowers are formed with ftamps and moulds, and reliefs are

kept ready prepared to be cemented together.

The variety of artificers employed in the manufafturing of china, previous to it's beincj

painted, is truly aftonilhing; and even this branch is divided into an infinity of hands: one

perfon colours the circle round the edge; another traces the bud of a flower; a third delineates

human figures; and, in (hort, all the various reprefentations are the works of as many dif-

ferent painters; who, except in the vivid beauty of their colours, hardly deferve the name.

Yet thefe ill-fhaped, prepofterous figures, are efteemed by the Chinefe more curious and

valuable, than if they were painted in juft proportions, and according to nature.

In feveral countries of Europe, great perfedlion has been attained in the imitation of this

celebrated article. The French, at their manufadories of Pafli, and St. Cloud; the

Germans, at Drefdcn; and our own countrymen, at Bow, Chelfea, and Worcefler, have

in the beauty and turn of the veffels, chaftity of defign, and elegance of execution, even

exceeded the Chinefe themfelves: yet ftill the compofition of the European china falls con-

ftantly fliort of that purity and clearnefs, which muft ever diftinguiih the original from the

beft imitations. It has, however, for fome years been remarked, that the Chinefe porcelain

by no means ei;uals it's original delicacy; and, as our own manufa^ure certainly exceeds

that of China in many other refpedts, it is of late much encouraged, and we may hope to

fee it uiiiverfally ufed, and in general preferred.

The Chinefe, who are faid to have firit difcovered the art of rearing filk-worms, manu-

fadlure a variety of filks; thofe mofl in ufe, are the plain and flowered gau 'es for fummcr

wear; damalks of every quality and colour, Nanking fatti;. , taffaties, brocades, velvets,

and many other forts, the names of which are unknown in Europe. For the; purpofes of

embroidery, as they are ignorant of the art of drawing gold wire, they cut a long piece of

gilt pnpcr into fmall flips, and very ingenioufly blend it with the filk: thefe fluffs have a

very fplendid appearance; but, as they foon tarnifli, they are worn only by the higher

ranks of the people.

--;.. '-i .. .J. . . . ) .
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Though the inhabitants ufually wear filks, they have Teveral manufactures of cotton,

woollen, and linen: a very valuable cloth, in particular, is made of a plant called cc,

found only in the province of Fo-kien, which is fo tranfparcnt, light, and cool, that the

••vearer fcarcely feels it's weight.

The Chinefe are remarkably fond of bells, and have feveral at Peking, caft fome hundred

years iince, each of which weighs one hundred and twenty thou fund pounds; they are

forty feet in tircumferencC, and about fifteen feet high. Thefe bells, however, are not

comparable in found .to oUr own; a circujmfiance which may probably be owing tothe

want of clappers, as they only ftrike them with large wooden hammers. There are ia

Bvery city bells of an inferior iize, which are ufed to announce the hour of the night.

Learning being eflentially neceflary to qualify a man for every public employment, anU

the only means of advancement in this part of the worjd, it is not to be wonJcred that

the Chinefe, in their Ikill in the fciences, tVir refearches, and acquirements, bear aw^y

ihepalm from every diftant nation that Europeans have ever vifited.

They have no letters; biit^inllead of them, yfe ch^rafters, each pf which exprclles 9.

word, and fometimes a fentencc. Of thcfe charadters they have more than twenty thou-

fand; fo that however indefatigable their application may be, or however extciWive \heir

memory, not one of the literati is perfectly mailer of them all, and few of the comn;ipn

people underftand more than five hundred. r; -

There are a vaft number of public libraries in China, each of which contain prpdigious

quantities of books; and in every city there are colleges and obfervatories, though they

have not brought any of the fpeculative fciences to perfe«Slion. In logic, they are guided

only by the light of reafon, without any rules frqm art; a<3d their rhetoric is nornore tjiaji

a f^leilion of fuch particular ftrokes as are moft likely toafFeft the mind. Their geometry

is extremely fupcrficial; neither extending to analytical inveftigation, nor difficult pror

blems : they, however, know enough of praiSlice %o meafure and furvcy with eafc and

precifion.

They learn mufic by the ear, being ignorant of the. method of compofing it by notes;

yet an European ear would not be offended with many of their tunes, when played on t|ieir

inftruments, or fung by a good voice. -
.j

No people have applied, more diligently to the ftudy of the fublime fcience of aftronpiny:

they have,made obfervations in all ages; andto vvatch the heavens, both night and day,

conftitutes one of the chief employnientsof their learned. They have recorded an eclipfe

which happened two thouf^rkd one hundred and fifty-five years before Chrift; but ecljfifes

and comets are the principal phaznomena of which they have any accounts till much. la^er

periods. The Jefuits affifted them in regulating their q^endarj Juid-fram,^ein.fniiCjh pf

jheir prefent mathematical knowledge is derived, 1 ! ;,--.. -; , ,

The Chinefe year begins from the conjundtion of the fun and moon, or from the ncv
tnoon that is neareft to the day yvhen the fun is in the fifteenth degree qf j^quarius ; which

is, between the third and fourth of February. They divide their year jnto twelve lunar

months; among which are fome of twenty-nine days, and fomc of thirty; and everyjfive

years they have aa intercalary month, to adjuft their year to the xevolH.tion of the fun.

6 T TheVr
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Their days begin and end at the fame time as ours, but arc only divided into twelve houn
each being equal to iwo.

Befides aftronomcrs, this country abounds in aftrologersi whofc abilities, if they may be

faid to poiTefs any, are of the fame low, fnperficial nature, as thofe which diftinguilh the

dealers in occult fcience of moil other nations.

As the Chinefe arc but very imperfectly acquainted with the fciences on which medical

knowledge depends, they have made lefs progrefs than n)ight otherwife have been expeded
in this important ftudy. They affedt to know the caufe of the difeafe, and in what part

©f the body it rcfides, by the pulfation of the artery; and, as- they often really guefs the

feat of the complaint, and fometimes even foretel it's duration and confequence, great

deference is paid to their judgment.

When a phyfician vifits the fick, he is attended by a fervant, carrying a box of fmail

drawers, feparated into a variety of compartments, and well furniflied with roots and fim-

ples. The medicines are either gently purgative, or fudoriiic; and are in general cal-

culated to purify the blood and humours, to difpcl vapours, abate fiuxes, and Arengthen

the digeftive faculties.

The funeral ceremonies in this country are very remarkable. It is a maxim with the

Chinefe, that if young people are made fpedlators of the veneration that is paid to deceafcJ

relations, they will early learn fubmiffion and refpefl for the living; and they have accord-

ingly eftablifhed certain regulations for the conduct of th« kindred on fuch occafions.

The deceafed being drefled in his beft apparel, with the proper emblems of his dignity,

is put into a coffin compofed of planks about fix inches thick, pitched on the infide, and

japanned without; and thofe who arc rich frequently expend a thoufand crowns in the

purchafe of this article, which is in fuch cafes mad€ of the fineft wood they can procure^

elegantly carved and gilt.

When the deceafed is thus depoflted, all his relations and friends are invited to [uy

him their lafl refpc£ls. His coffin, which is covered with a white cloth, is placed in the

principal room cf the houfe; and a table, with his image, or fome other carved york on

which his name is written, furrounded with wax candles, flowers, and perfumes, is r?t

before the corpfe. The mourners then proflrate themfelves, and feveral times beat their

foreheads againfl the floor; after which they place the tapers and perfumes they bring witl*

them on the table, the particular friends of the deceafed groaning and weeping bitterly

all the while. In the mean time, the cldeft fon, attended by his brothers, come*

froixi behind a curtain on one fide of the coffin; who, with countenances ftror»gly expreffive

cf grief, likcwife Itrike tlieir heads againfl the floor; the women, who ftill remain conceal*

fed," venting frequent exclamations of forrow. This ceremony being ended, vhey all rife

upland are conducted into another apartment, where they are entertained with tea and pre'>

fcrved fruits. Tbefe obfequres are commonly repeated for feven days fucceffiveiy; and

during the tlnx of mourning, thofe who have loft a father abftain from every indulgence^

either in eating, drinking, or fleeping. /

The colour for mourning is white^ and their caps, vefts, gowns, ftockings and boots,.

aa.uft be all of the fame colour..
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No burials are permitted within the wali?^; but th-.* mflglrtratr* cannot prevent the friends

from keeping the bodies in their hoiifcs as lopii; as they plcale, which is frequently for

niojiths, and fomctimcs even for years.

The day of the funeral being fixed, notice is given to all the friends and relations of the

f'cceafed, who accordingly attend. The procefiion begins with carrying ligurts of paftc-

board, reprefenting various animals. Several companies follow, marching two and two,

bearing cenfcrs, flags, and (landards; while others perform folcmn dirges on various

inufical inftruments) the pidlure of the deceafed being elevated above the reft, with his

name and titles in gilt charartcrs. Then follows the coffin, under a rich dome-fliaped

canopy of violet coloured filk, placed on a bier fupported by fixty-four men, if the cir-

cumftances of the dead admit the employment of fuch a number. The eldeft fon, at

the head of his brothers, and accompanied by the grand-children, follows the corpfe on.

foot, all of them covered with fackcloth, and ftooping with their bodies as if bowed down

by their griefs. Then follow the other relations in their mourning; and the wives, con-

cubines, and flaves of the deceafed, carried in chairs covered with white, pierce the air

with their lamentations.

At the funerals of perfons of great diflimSlion, fevcral apartments near the place of inter-

ment arc provided, where a number of the relations continue a long time, daily uniting

with the fons jn their prefcribed demorf^r^tions of grief; and when death vifits the throne,

all public bufinefs is fufpended for fifty ' lys, an univerfal mourning being obfervcd

throughout the whole empire.

The fepulchres are generally built on eminences without the city, whitened, and fur-

rounJed with groves of pines or cyorefs. '1 his prailice of fepulture at a diftance from the

abodes of the living, it were to be wiflied might be adopted in all large cities; where, as

the places allotted for burial are generally fmall, the earth is too foon moved, and naufeous

effluvia often arife, to fay nothing of the danger of infedious diftafes.

The honours paid the dead in China by no means ceafc with the expiration of the i le of

mourning V their tombs are vifited every vernal feafon, the weeds that fpring around them

are carefully removed, and the fame ceremonies repeated as were adopted at their deceafe.

Every year, likewife, the Chinefe, who have large halls particular to each family, fre-

quent thcfe manfions; where all the branches of the family, fometimes amounting to an in-

credible number, aflcmble together, without regard to rank, the eldeft, however poor,

prefiding on the occafion. The image of the moft illuftrious anceftor, and the names of

the men, women, and children, of the family, with the age, quality, and day of the death

of each, wrote on fmall boards, are placed on a long table, and the fame ceremonies are

ufud, and the fame honours paid them,' as if they ftill exifted.

The canals and bridges of China, are not only produd^ive of the greateft public utility,

but difplay the utmoft beauty and magnificence in tlieir plans and conftru£tion. Two
bridges in particular merit our attention : one called Cientao, or the Road of Pillars, ia

the province of Xenfi, broad enough for four horfes to travel abreaft, and near four miles

in length, which is defended by an iron railing, and unites the fummits of feveral moun-

uus in order to avoid all the devious wiiidings to the capital,, being partly fupported by

beams.
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beams, but In mofl: places, from the great depth of the vallles, rcftlng on ftone pillars of a
' moll tremendous height; and the other, confifting of twenty iron chains, connecting two
high mountains in the neighbourhooi of Kiiig-tung.

The celebrated walls of the Romans, and other nations of antiquity, fink into contempt
when compared with that which divides China from Tnrtary; it is fifteen hundred miles

Jong, from twen'^v to twenty-five feet high, afidfufficlently broad for fix ivorfcmen to travel

abreaft without the fmallcft difficulty. Though this wall has flood more than eisrhteen

hundred years, it is ftill pretty entire, being compofed chiefly of bricks, and built with

fuch a ftrong cement or mortar, as feems to bid defiance to the ravages of time. It is

ftrcngthcned by towers, gates, and bulwarks; and, before the conqueft df China, by the

Tartars, was ufualiy garrifoned by a million of foldiers.

Among the various ftru<flures for which the Chtncfeare jaftly famous, Wc muft not omit

to mention their pagodas or temples, which fuperftition has creeled to fabulous divinities,

«ven in the moft arid defarts, and on the bairenneft mountains, with incredible labour and

ey.pcnce. Before the gates of every great town, there are likewife beautiful towers of a

fimilar conftruclion, which are at once the ornament of the place, and the admiration of

ftrangers. But, of all thefe towers, that of Nanking claims the pre-eminence. This is

called the Porcelain Tower, being wholly covered with the moft beautiful china, which

ftill retains it's original beauty, though it has flood near four hundred years. This tower is

fline ftories high, each ftory being ornamented with a cornice three feet zhovt it's windows.

It is afcended on the infide, by a flair-cafe of high and narrowfteps; and every ftory con-

fifts of a large room, the cieling of which is richly painted, and the walls full of niches

for the reception of idols. This building is terminated by a large fpiral top, with a gilt

oval ball of extraordinary fize at it's extremity. This tower from the ground to the to;>

of the ball, is near three hundred feet high, and is built in an oitanguJar form, each ftory

decreafing in breadth as it rifes in height; and the whole forms an elegance of appear-

ance beyond any ancient or modern piece of archite£ture to be met with in theeaft.

To perpetuate the fame of glorious actions, and to ftimulate others to deferve well of

their country, triumphal arches and temples have been ereded in honour of diftinguiflied

abilities, in every public department. This mode of recompenfing merit, infinitely tran-

fcends any momentary applaufe, or pecuniary gratification; it has been praflifed in the

pureft ages of the world; and, to agreut and a virtUous foul, Which can -alone be entitled

to national honours, contains the moft fatisfadtory reward.

But if the Chinefe are celebrated for their ornamental architc«Sture, their high roads

deferve no lefs praife, as they are both broad and fafc, handfome and commodious. To
render them level and ftraight, mountains are removed and vallies filled up, with inde-

fatigable labour. In fome provinces, the roads are lined on each fide with tall trees, and

accommodated, at proper diflrances, with convenient refting places for travellers.

This empire is faid to contain 4400 walled cities; which are unifonnly fquare, with

gates opening towards the f lur cardinal points. The ftreets are fpacious, and the houfes

occupy an immenfe fpace, having in general only a ground fl.ior,or at moft one ftory, which

is ufed by tradefmen as a kind of warehoufe. They were aftoniflicd to •hea*' that the

Europeans
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Europeans built fuch lofty edifices; nor could they conceive why we rifqucd breaking our

bones, which they imagined muft certainly happen very frequently by mounting a llair-

cafe fo often every day. ' Surely,' faid the Emperor Cang-hi, upon ftcing a plan of our

architecture, ' this Europe muft be a very fmall and wretched country, fiiice they have not

* room enough to extend their cities on the ground, and the people arc obliged to take up
* their lodgings in the air.'

•

From their ideas of convenience, then, it is not to be wondered that fome of their cities

arc of prodigious extent. Peking, thf^ capital, and which is alfo the imperial refidcnce, is

faid to be twenty miles in circumference, exclufive of the fuburbs, and to contain two

millions of inhabitants^ This city, is fituated in a very fertile plain, in the fortieth degree

of north latitude, and about twenty leagues from the great wall. It confifts of two cities

joined together; one called the Tartar, and the other the Chinefe city- The original city,

in which the emperor and the Tartars refide, was almofl.fquate; but the Chinefe being

driven out of their old habitations, on the Tartar conqueft, built another city adjoining;

fo that both together form an oblong.

The whole city of Peking is concealed by the walls, which are of prodigious height,

adorned with towers, and fo broad that the centinels are ftationed upon them on horl'eback.

The gates, which are nine in number, are ftill higher than the walls; they are all well

arched, and fupport fpacious pavillions nine ftories high; which, though they are exceed-

ingly plain, make a very noble and auguft appearance.

The ftreets generally run in ditcA lines; fome of them a league in length, and one

hundred and twenty feet wide. The (hops in thefe ftreets, which are principally filled

with filks and porcelain, have a very fine efFe£l; this is confiderably encrcafed by the re-

gular and uniform manner obferved by every tradefman in putting up his fign, which is

ufually twenty feet high, painted, varniftied, and gilt.

It might be fuppofed that the extreme width of their ftreets, would free them from any

inconvenience ih palling; yet fuch innumerable multitudes of men, camels, horfes, afles,

mules, chairs, waggons, and carts, continually croud them, that they form a fcene of

inconceivable confufion, duft, and noife. Befides thofc whp are continually paiTmg and

repaffing on their- difFcrent avocations, fortune-tellers, ballad-fingers, mimics, jugglers,

and mountebanks, with the various crowds that folly or curiofity never fails to colledl

around them, though a woman is hardly ever to be feen, block up themoft fpacious ftreets,

and render them extremely difagreeable.

'

The imperial palace is by far the moft remarkable edifice in this vaft city; the.grandeur

of which confifts in the regularity, number, and extent of it's coiirts^ buildingSi-and gar-

dens, more than in juft defign, or elegant architedlare. This palace includes a fpacc of

three miles in circumference, in which are houfes for all. the officers of the court, and the

emperor's artificers. The front of the palace makes a fplendid exhibition of gilding, paint.

and varnifh; while the infide is decorated with every precious or beautiful material that

the known world, caa fupply. The gardens are pleafant beyond defcription; in fhort,

everything that luxury, indolence, and pomp can retiuire, org^^nius, labour, a|id art

invent for their gratification, feems to be here united.
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The palaces of the chief mandarins, are likcwife very fupcrb ; but as a ftricft uniformit/

prevails in all buildings of the fame kind, it is unneceffary to defcribe thern particularly.

The ufual mode of perlbnal conveyance at Peking, is in chairs, or on horfehack. The
ftrcets arc guarded day and night by foldiers, each of whom wears a fword by his fide

and carries a whip in his handj with which laft inftrument they very freely chaftife all

difturb'^rs of the public peace.

Nanking, which is the fccond city of importance in this empire, is fltuated in thirty-

two degrees of north latitude, and in one hundred anc^ eighteen degrees of eaftern longitude,

and lies on the river Kiam, which is a league broad, and forms a very commodious port.

It is faid to be more populous even than Peking; and it's principal ornament is the Porce-

lain Tower already defcribed.

Quantong, or Canton, the capital of the province of the fame name, which lies on the

river Ta, in the foutb of China, engrofles almoft all the European trade, and is confc-

quently immenfely rich. In this city are a great number of pagodas, palaces, and triuni-

phal arches; the ftreets aie rather narrow, but well paved, and the ihops make a fplendid

appearance.

The three cities we have mentioned alone deferve particular notice: curbed by the

cuftoms of their country, the Chincfe, in their private edifices, never aim at the fublime in

architeiliire; the fame low aflemblage of buildings as is I'ecn in their capital, will be fuf-

ficiently defcriptive of their houfes in every city and province. Their furniture, too, and

internal decorations, except in the palaces, are infinitely inferioi tot', fe of Europe. In

prK'ate families, convenience is the only thing they ftudy; and, as they receive no vifits

in the inner part of their houfes, but only in a kind of divan appointed for ceremonies^

they confider expenfive hangings, looking-glafles, and other pieces of elegant fiirniture,

as v;ho!ly fuperfluous. Their j<ipanned tables, cabinets, and fcreens, with a pro-

fuHon of china, may be conftdered as the only domcftic articles of magnificence or value.

The public regulations eflabliflied in their cities are well worthy of imitation. To
preferve order, every city is divided into wards; each of which has a principal, who is an-

fwerable for every occurrence within his diftrift, arid who gives immediate information of

any tumult to the mandarin, on pain of being feverely punifbed. Mailers of families are

not only refponfible for the conduiSl of their children, but likewife of their fervants and de-

pendei..s; this makes them circumfpedl in employing only thofe who have gOod charaderS,

and attentive to the (lighteft deviation in their houlhold from the injundlions of legiilative

authority. *l:*' ; ,.''•
Every paflcnger, as he enters the gates of a cityj is examined by the guard; and if any

fingularity in his manner, accent, or drefs, creates a fufpicion of his being a foreigner, he

is inftantly flopped, and notice conveyed to the principal mandarih. We have already^

tnentioned the difcouragemcnt of European fettlers in this country; ^and, we may add, of

foreigners in general. It is a leading maxim in the Chinefe government,, that ftrangers

would introduce a divcrfity of manners and cuftoms, create diviiions in the minds of men^

»nd in the end prove deilruAive gf the public tranquillity,. ,
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We cannot mention, without particular applaufe, the attention of the Cbinefe to eftablifli

fuch regulations as may tend rather to prevent the commiffion of flagrant crimes, than to

provide puni(hments for offenders.

Though the ufe of the mariner'^s compafs has from time immemorial been known by th?

Chinefe, who are extremely (kilful in navigating their barks and junks down the moft

dangerous catara£l9« as well as in hauling them from one canal to another, they have never

attempted any diftant voyage; being content with failing round their own coaffs, or to'

Batavia, Achen, or Japan, at fartheft.

Their inland commerce is immenfely extenfive} but what they export in their own fliips

is very infignificant, in proportion to the number of their different manufadlures and the

magnitude of their dominions; and as nature fupplies them with almoft every article both

of luxury and convenience, their imports are neceffarily lefs.

The only metals current in trade are filver and copper; gold being regarded like gems in

Europe, not as money, but as an article of commerce. Even the value of filver is deter->

mined by it's weight, and not by any particular Hiape or imprefKon; being cut into large

or fmall pieces, according to the Value of the purchafe.

The copper money of the empire has a charadter ftamped on it, but no impreffion of the

emperor's head; as it would be thought difgraceful to the majefty of their fovereign, ta

have his image thumbed by the very dregs of the people.

The reign of their third emperor is mentioned as the ara of the invention of meafures.'

A grain of millet was ufed to determine the dimenfions of a line, or tenth of an inch, and

ten inches made a foot ; but as thefe grains are of an oval form, the various methods of

arranging them, have introduced a diverfity of meafures in diff^erent provinces.

In the ifland of Macao, in the province of Canton, the Portirguefe have a fmall fettle-

ment with a fort. This is the only European nation that has the leaft footing in China^

and their power and privileges are fo circumfcribed as to render the pofleflion of this place*

of tittle importance to them.

On the eaftern extremity of Afia, lies the peninfula of Korea, or Corea; which extends

from the thirty-fourth to the forty-third degree of north latitude, and from one hundred

and twenty-four, to nearly one hundred and twenty-eight degrees eaft longitude from Lon*
don : it is in length about four hundred and fifty miles, and two hundred and twenty-five in

breadth. The fovereign is tributary to China; and, on his acceflton to tlie throne, muf{

receive confirmation on his knees from the emperor.

As Korea has formerly been entirely fubjeft to China, and is now diependient on it, a

fmiilarity of manners in many refpefti prevails between the Koreans and the Chinefe, and

the defcriptiort of the latter may in general fervt as that of the former. The Koreans,

however, have a better chara£ler for honcfty, are more docile in their difpofitions, and are

remarkably attached' to literature, muHc, and dancing. The drefs of the quality is pur-

ple filk, that of the common people (kins, coarfe linen, or cotton; and the literati are

difltng^uifhed (loai the latter by wearing two feathers in their caps.
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This -ountry is divided into eight province*; it's capital is Han-ching; and there are,

in Korea, a grf-at number of caftlcs and fortified towns; but the houfes are thatched, and

in g!-iicral I'XKedinglymcan. .....
7"hc fouthcrn provinces arc fertile, and produce every neceffary of life; while the

northern are cold and barren, the mountains covered with perpetual fnow, and the

raiives dvftitute riot only of the luxuries, but even of many of the conveniences of life:

yet they have plenty of horned cattle, abundance of fowls, and a very curious breed of

horfes about three feet high.

/There are feveral medicinal plants in this country; particularly ginfeng, with which

article tribute is three times a year paid to the Emperor of China. .

Females are contradied in marriage at about ten years of age, and the ceremony is ex-

tremely fhort and fimple: the bridegroom only mounts his horfe, and parades round the

ilreets with his relations, till he comes to the door of his intended bride, when he alights,

and acknowledges her; after which, (he is conduflcd by her relations to the hulband's

houfe, where the marriage is confummated without farther ceremony.

.Children mourn three years for a parent, during which time they are not permitted to

hold any civil or military employ; and even their offspring born during this period are

eftee'med illegitimate. Every full moon they mow the grafs round the grave of their de-

ceafed apceftor, and offer new rice upon it with great folemnity.

:
The language of the Koreans is very copious; and, like that of the Chinefe, difficult to

acquire. They publifli a great number of books, and dcpofit them in different towns, left

by accident fome of them fhould be loft.

The utmoft attention is paid to the education of their youth, and the mildeft methods

of communicating inftru£lion adopted. The pupils are infpired with an emulation to ex-

c^\ in literature; the fenfe of honour is implanted in their tender brsafts; and, to deter

them from vice, the trials of thofe who have fuffered death for their crimes, are conftantly

put into their hands.

Thofe who have received a competent education to qualify them for public employ-

ments, annually aftemble at a convention held in the principal towns of every province,

to of^r themfelves as candidates for civil and military departments, and diftinguiihed

abilities are the beft recommendations to preferment. ,. i

Though the King of Korea is tributary to China, and treats the ambaffadors of that

foverejgn with the moft humble refpeft, he reigns ptrfe«Stly abfolute over his own fub-

jeiSts : he is the fole proprietor of lands, the very nobles being only tenants during his plea«

fure. At the expiration of three years every minifter and officer of ftate is conftantly

changed, however unexceptionable his condudt; and, indeed, as the emiffaries of the prince

impeach them for the flighteft mifdemeanours, few continue fo long in office.

The revenues of the crown arife from the rents of lands let to the peQple, and from a

tenth of every article of commerce, foreign and domeftic. The king maintains a very

cprifiderable force, confifting both of infantry and cavalry, armed principally with bows

and arrows, fwords, and half-pikes.

The

"l'<



CHINA. iS4i

' The execution of juftice Is attended with aiSs of extreme rigour and inhumanity. The
very name and race of a traitor are fwept from the face of the earth j his houfes ere de-

moliflied; and his property, being coniifcatedi is given to thofe who are unconnected with

him by friendftiip or blood.

If a woman icills her hufbnnd, (he is buried alive up to the (houMers, in Tome public

highway, a hatchet being laid near, with which every perfon who pafles is obliged to chop

the mifcrable creature, till death releafes her from a continuation of torture.

• Where thefe crimes occur, the judges are fufpended, the governor is removed, and the

"Very place in which they are perpetrated is mariced with ignominy and contempt.

The punifliment for ordinary murder is peculiarly horrible; the putrificd carcafe of the

perfon murdered is wafhed in vinegar, and the murderer obliged to drink it till his belly

can contain no more, after which they beat it with cudgels till he burfts.

Thieves and robbers are trampled to dei th, and adultery is in moft cafes confidered as a

capital offence. But thefe crimes are little known; and though the punifhments are dread-

fully fevere, it muft be acknowledged that they fcldom require to be executed.

I'heir f.ightefl: punifliment is the baftinado; and this, in it's confequences, is often worfe

than immediate death.

The do£trines of Confucius conftitute the tenets of the learned, in religious matters;

while the idol Fo, finds innumerable votaries in the populace; but though there are fome

faint external traces of religion among the Koreans, an uniform ignorancr jf internal wor-

fhip feems to pervade the whole country; the very temples and monafteries, as they ar«

called, frequently exhibiting fcenes of lewdnefs, from the practice of which fuch places

are in all other countries held facred.

The trade of the Koreans is very inconfiderable, being principally confined to Japan,

and the northern parts of China. There is only one fort of weight and meafure allowed

throughout the kingdom; but legal reftridions are too often InefFedtual to prevent fraud in

this refpeiSt.

The Koreans have but one coin, which is called cafles, and is current on the fronticr$

of China; the filver pafles only by weight, as in the neighbouring countries.

i:«

CHAP. VI.

T A R T A R Y.

HAVING marked with the utmofl precifion and impartiality the manners, religion,

laws, government, and natural and artificial productions of the eaftern world, v/e

muft now turn to the frigid regions of the north; where the native, inftead of dozing life

away, under the fliade of the machineel, or rioting in all the luxuries of India, is continu-

ally cloathed in furs, loaded with arms, and ignorant of the refinements of focial and do-

meftic life. Nor is this all ; the climate, unpropitious as it undoubtedly is, is rendered

ftill more difagreeable by the favage difpofitions and unpoliihed manners of it's inhabitants.
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Here human nature is buthatfenliveneJ, or only exhibits her moll difgufting afpeA: nor
is there any thing inviting to the inquifitivc fearcher after knowledge, or the more aflidu-

ous purfuc r of wealth. Is it then to be wondered, that all accounts of thefe regions muft
at bed be very impcrfciSl, and unproduflive of ufeful information or entertainment ? Yet
in thefe regions empires once cxifted fiiperior to Greece and Rome : Zingis, Khan, and
Tameilatu', were natives of this country; and from Scythia, now Tartary, the northern

countries of Europe were originally peopled.

The dcfart regions of Tartary, taken in their full extent, ftretch from the eaftern

ocean to the Cafpian Sea, and from Korea and China, to Siberia and Ruflla, including all

the middle of Afia.

This countrv, nearly as cxtenfive as the whole of Europe, and inhabited by Tartars of

many dlfFerent Jefcriptions, is fituate between thirty and feventy-two degrees of north lati^

tude, and between fifty and one hundred and Hfty degrees eadern longitude; it is about

four thoufand miles in length, and two thoufand four hundred in breadth.

The grand divifions of Tartary are, Chinefe, Ruffian, and Independent Tartary; but to

pretend to afcertain the limits of each, or particularly to defcribe their inhabitants, would

in general be only retailing fabulous relations^ and leflening our own credit as faithful

geographers.

The Marrchew Tartars, from whom the prefent reigning family in China derive their

origin, inhabit an extenfive country on the north of Laotong, the moft eaftern province of

China; it is bounded on the north by the great river Saghalian-ula, on the fouth by Lao«'

tong and Korea, on the eaft by the eaftern ocean, and on the weft by the territories of the

Mongols. This country is entirely under the Chinefe government, and is divided into

three provinces, Mugden, Kirin-ula, and Tfitfikar.

7'he province of Mugden is about two hundred and eighty miles long, and one hundred

and tljirty broad. To mark it's limits, rather than for defence, it is enclofed by a

wooden pallifade, about eight feet high, garrifoned by a few troops. This province is well

ftocked wFth ftieep and oxen, and the land is fertile in wheat, millct^and cottont It like-

wife produces apples, pears,, and fome other common, fruits..

The capital of this province, and indeed of all Manchcw Tartary, is Mugden. This

city is adorned with many public edifices; and is governed by the fame internal regula-

tions as Peking. A Tartarian general refides in this metropolis; and without the gates

of the city are the monuments of the emperor of China's anceftors,. at which feverai,

Manchew mandarins perpetually watch, and occailonally perform a variety of ridiculous

ceremonies.

A road about ten foot wide, and as even and ftraight as pofilble, runs from Peking, in

China, to this city, the diftance of which is eleven hundred miles. This road is faid to

have been made to accommodate the emperor when he vifits his Tartarian dominions; in

which journeys, he frequently, takes the diverfion of hunting, with his numerous retinue,

who form a large circle, which they gradually contrail, till they have colleded all the wild

btiads witliin the circumference: on one of thefe expeditions) at which a traveller of.

' authority
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authority was prefent,more than two hundred wild horfes are faid to have been thus taken

in lefs than a day, beftdcs a great number of wolves, foxes, beurs, and tygers.

The province of Kirin-ula is about fcven hundred and fifty miles long, and fix hundred

broad} yet population is fo conftderabiy dccreafed, that this vafV fpace contains but three

cities, the buildings of which are mean, and the fortifications only mud walls.

The winter comes on with great rigour about September, though this di(tri£): only ex-

tends to the fifty-third degrwC of north latitude. This early feverity of the weather

is obferved in every country which abounds in extenftvc forefts and uncultivated lands;

and Kirin-ula contains fteep mountains covered with evcrlafting woods, deep vallies, and

defart plains, without the fmallcft veftigc of the human race; bears, tygers, and other wild

bealls, being the only inhabitants of thefe folitary abodes. Scarce a houfe is to be feci),

except on the banks of fome river, where the natives generally ereA their huts.

Oats are very plentiful in this country; but the moit valuable article it produces, is the

root ginfcng, called by the natives the queen of plants, and collet^led by a thoufand Tar-

tarian foldiers, in the pay of the emperor of China, for which they are allowed the weight

In filver, after prefenting him with two ounces each gratis: twenty thoufand pounds

weight have in fome years been thus collefled, for lefs than a fourth part of the price it

produces at Peking^

On the banks of the river Ufuri, in this province, dwell the Yupi Tartars; who,
in their drefs, manners, and way of living, differ materially from the Manchews.
They fpend their funimer in fifhing; and dry what they are unable to confume while

frcfh, for their fubfidence in winter. Sturgeon is their principal dainty; and this fifh

is conftderabiy more delicious, as well as plentiful, than the fame fpecies in any part of

J:) urope.

Tficftkar is bounded on the wefl by Ruflian Tartary; it's capital, which bears the fame

name, is fituated in forty-feven degrees twenty-four minutes north latitude, and cnclofed by

a ftrong pallifade. The city is chiefly garrifoned by Tartars, though the inhabitants in

general are Chinefe; either fettling here for the convenience of trade, or banifhed for

offences committed in their own country..

There are three more cities in this province, but they contain nothing remarkable.

The Solon Tartars, as they are called, hunt fables in this diflri£t, which conflitutes

their fole article of commerce. The dogs that catch thefe animals are carefully trained for

the purpofe, and are perfedlly familiar with all their wiles for efcape. The Tartars,

about the end of September, commence this dangerous and painful employ; nor can the

feverity of the winter, the fofs of their companions, or their continual danger from wiM
bcafts, deter this hardy race from the annual purfuit of their only fource of profit. The
finefl furs are purchafed by the emperor at a ftatcd price.

The Mancbew language is totally different from that of China; and the Tartars them-

fclves are of opinion, that it is the mofl exprefTive and elegant in the world: as they have

a regular alphabet, it is certainly lefs difficult of attainment than the Chinefe, and their

&ntiments are more readily exprefTed..
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Purfuingoiircourfe through Eaftcrn Tartary, we come next to the country of the Mon-
gols, who are divided into many different tribes, the nioft diftinguiflied of which arc the
Mongols, and FCalica M(ing;ols.

The Mongol country is hnmided on the caft by that of the Manchcws,pii the fouth bv
China, m\ the wcfl by the Kulka Mongols, and on the north by the FCalicas and part of
Kalkrn Tartary. This country is computed to be three hundred leagues in length, from
caft to weft; and two hundred in breadth, from north to I'outh.

The great empire of Jenghiz-Khan had it's origin and it's feat in this country; and
here the wealth of the Indies was conveyed, and difllp;itcd ; many populous cities flouriflied

and the arts and Tcitnccs, of which fcarce a vcftiije remains, were once fucccfsfully

cultivated.

This country, from the total negletftof hufbandry, is extremely barren ofcorn and fruits.

The inhabitants wander over mountains and defarts in fcarch of the beft paftureand the mofl

iheltered fttuation for their flocks; and when they difcover a favourable fpot, encamp, and

take up their abode till the want of farther herbage compels them to remove. They re-

gard agriculture as unworthy of their attention; allcdging, that * Herbs are for the beads
* of the field, and beafts for men !'

The whole riches of the natives confift in their cattle, which are in general thofe com-

mon to European countries; but their iheep are eflentially different, the tails frequently

weighing ten or twelve pounds.

They have all forts of European game; and their deer, in particular, are exceedingly

numerous.

Yellow goats, wild mules and horfes, dromedaries and elks, are frequently to be met with,

in diflindl drovcsj there is likewifc a creature about the fize of a wolf, called the chalon,

whofe fkin is much efteemed at Peking. But of all the wild beafts of Tartary, the fierccft

are the tygers, whofe dreadful bowlings daunt the moft intrepid heart; yet the courage

both of the Tartarian horfemen and horfes is very remarkable, in encountering this crea-

ture, which may juftly be called the felleft of the favage race.

There are a great number of birds of uncommon beauty; particularly a kind of heron,

all over white, except the wings, tail, and beak, which are of a fine red.

The Mongols are of a middle ftature, but ftoutly made; their faces are remarkably full,

their complexions much tanned, their eyes large and black, and their nofes ilat. They
cut their hair pretty clofe to the head, except a fingle tuft at the top, which is permitted to

grow to it's natural length, and is ufually .is ftrong as hoife-hair.

The men wear fliirts and drawers of calico, with upper garments of fheep fkins, (the

wool next the body) which they bind round their limbs with fhaps of leather, large boots,

and fmall bonnets edged with fur. The women drefs much in the fame manner, only

their robes are longer than thofe of the men, and their bonnets more ornamented. This

drefs of fkins, rendc's them extremely offenfive to the more delicate organs of an European

nofe; nor are their tents much lefs agreeable in this particular.

Their warriors, whofe arms confift of a bow and arrows, a fabre, and a pike, always

engage on horfeback.

Nothins
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Nothing can exceed the mifcry of the natives in the feverity of winter ; thdr whole tur-

niture conAfU only of a few boards on which they flcep, a bench, and fome woo^ltri

diflies. Their tents are covered with a icind of felt, made of wool matted together, uf which

fort of Ruff their coverlets and beds are alfo compofed.

In: fummer, they drink tho milk of almoft any creature indifferently, and extract a

fpirit from it, when four, with> which they indulge to intoxication',

.They devour their flefh almoft rawj and are in every refpeft the moft flovenly people

that can well be conceived ; yet they pofllfs a chearfulnefs of difpofition fuperior to all'the

mileries of their fituation; and, having few defires to gratify, do not feel many wants.

Though the Mongols are not reAraimd from polygamy, they arc generally fatisfied with

one wife. They burn their dead, and depofit the afhcs on fome eminence.

The idol Fo is the chief objed of their adoration) and they pay great refpe£l to their

Limasipr prieftt, who are generally very illiterate. At the head of thefe lamas h a deputy^

under the Dalai-Lama of Thibet, who is called the Khutuclctu.- '

The Mongols are divided under a number of Aandards or princes, each of Whom has a

feparate traft of country. Every tribe is obliged to keep within it's own diftriA, and

to pafs theprefcribed limits is regarded as a commencement of hoftilities.

The Kalka Mongols, who obtain this denomination froih theriver Kalka, are the moft.

numerous and celebrated of any of the Tartarian nations dependent on theimperor of

'

China. This country lies^ beyond the Mongols^ and border^ oh' tfie* Kaflmucks; itisdf

very confidcrable extent, interfered by many fine rivers,, nnd fti^erat fj^acious lakes.

A fimilarity of manners is obfervable between the Mongols and the'Kalkas; but the

Kalkas arc under one prince, called the Great Khan, whereas the Mongols r,re fuhjedt to

feveral. Their religion is exadtly the fame; only that their IChatucktu, or high- prieft, is

independentof theDulai-Lamaof Thibet, and tO'doubt his divinity would beefteeihed an.

inexpiable crime. The common people believe that he grows old as the hiooh declines,,

and renews his youth every new one.
' n. -^i'-

The Khan of this nation is very powerful, and can bring an army of fixty thoufaiid

hurfe into the field. It has been aflcrtal, that fome of his predeceflbrs, elated with their

power and opulence, conftantly ordered a trumpet to be founded when they fat down to din-

ner, to give notice to all other monarch) on the globe that they had their permifTibh to do.

the fame.

Having given a concife account of Chinefe or Eaflern Tai tary, we fliall proceed to Ruf-

fian Tartary, as it is called,, or Siberia.

This prodigious extent of country reaches from latitude fifty-five to the utmoft regions

of the north; and is above three thouHind miles in length, from eaft to weft; and feven,

hundred and fifty in breadth, from north to fouth. As great part of this territory was un-

known even to the Rullians till within thefe few years, accurate defcriptions can hardly be

-'cxpedled. From thefe dreary regions wefhall with pleafure turn away, after giving fome

general account of the nations which inhabit them.

The horrors of the northern part of Siberia, it's impenetrable woods, it's mountains,

coveted with everlafting Ihow, and it's numerous fens, marihcs, cliff's, and rocks, exceed:

6 Y ^i
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all defcription. Here the wrtitched vi«aims of juftice are baniflied from Ruffia; and in-
deed, the fertility of human invention, could not well contrive a punifltment more dread-
ful, on this fide death. Nature herfelf feems ftruclc with torpidity, the gloom of defolatton
fprcads on every Ifide, and fcarce a bird wings it's way over thefe folitary regions. The
leyerity of winter is at moft only fufpended for three months rn the year, and the miferable
inhabitants are for the remaining nine» conftantly confined to their huts.

In this country there are rivers of prodigious length; particularly the Oby, the Jenifai,

and the Lena.

Mines of gold, copper, and iron, jafper, lapis lazuli, and loadftone, are common in
Siberia; but the moft unaccountable produdlion, is a kind of tooth, fome times four Ruf-
fian ells long, and nine inches in diameter, found on the banks of many rivers, but particu-

larly near the mouths of the Oby, Jenefai, and Lena : various conjectures have been

formed in relation to thefe teeth, which are only to be diftinguiflied from ivory by being

of a fomewhat yellower hue.

On the boundary of Afia, to the north eaft, lies the great peninfula of Kamtfchatka,

which extends from north to fouth about feven degrees and thirty minutes. In this climate

the weather is feldom agreeable; frofts and fnow, cold rains, and fogs, return in gloomy fuc-

ceflion to each other; yet, in thefe frjgiil regions, are three volcanoes, or burning moun-
tains, which ufually throw up an am9zing quantity of a(hes (everal times in the year. On
one of thefe a dreadful confla^gration began in September 1737, which continued burning '

with unremitted violence for a week; the mountain all that time appearing red hot, and the

eruption of fire from it's fides refembling a bujning river, and fucceeded by a violent

earthquake. Indeed this laft circumftance frequently happens, and produces melancholy

efFeas. ...
Many valuable (prts.of timber grow in thi$ country; which are ufed by the natives for

making fledges,. jerefiing huts, and even (hip-building. They have likewife feveral

plants and fhrubs unknown to Europe; particularly the zgate, which contains a poifon of .

the moft potent quality, in which, after they have dipped their arrows, the wound infli^-

cd is uncurab'le, unlefs the infedtion be immediately fucked out: even the largeft whale,

if but flightly pierced with one of thefe arrows, foon throws himfelf on the fiiore, where

he makes a dreadful howling, and expires in the utmoft agony.

Thedorneftic anTmals of Kamtfchatka, arc horfes, cows, rein-deer, and hogs: but the

riches of this country copfift chiefly in the furs of wild beafts, which are exceedingly nu-

merous; an-.ong thefe, are fables, foxes, hares, ermines, marmottas, weazels, and gluttons,

the fur of which laft animal is more valuable than that of any other.

Bears fill the fields like tame cattle, and are neither fo favage or untradable as in other

countries: they are efteemed delicious food, and their fkins are converted into beds, cover-

ings, caps, and gloves. Wolves are likewife very numerous; and, as they retain all the

native fiercenefs of this fpecies, are very troublefome neighbours.

Thei'dogs are pretty much like the large maftiffs of Europe; and are very beneficial

creatures, drawing the natives in fledges with eafe and fafety, where horfes could never
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pars, anil never mi/fing their wayamidft the tnoft vipleat weather, though no human being

could at the.fame time keep his eyes open.

The.c are many diiFerent kinds pi' amphibious animaisi fucl^^as manatis, oi;,feaxowsi

;

feals, which are very plentiiTuljj and of fpur diftin£i fpeciesj^ fea horfcs j.and fea cats,-which

fome travellei;s'liave defcfibed under tHc name of flie-bear;. Spme,qif thefe fea cats \vpigh eight

thouland pounds; '"every ihale'H» a certain number of female^s* w^th which he lives apart

from th^ re(l of his fpeciest'ahd any encroachment on his feraglio is violently refented.

Thefe creatures ar6 very fierce; and, on the fmalfeft provocation, will attack either man
or beaft; they fWim remarkably faft; and, when wounded at fea, fometimes feize the boats

of their enemies' with their teeth, arid" frequently overfet them.

Sea beavers are I Ikewife common on the coaftsi but thefe creatures are by no means

feiiociot)s, and wHen attacked, only endeavour to efFc(ft their efcape by flight.

Fifli are fo exctf^dingly plentiful^ that fometimes fuch large flioals dire£l their courf^i up

a river as to make it overflow it's banks ; and whales are frequently caught clofe to the

Ihore; where it 'is''coh1e&ured they come to remove thofe troublefome annoyers of this ani-.

mal, the Oiell fifh, v... ch adhere to their bodies in prodigious quantities.

The ornithology oif this country is well worthy the attention of the naturalift; but, at

prefent, we know only generally, that it contains the grcateft plenty and variety of birds

that are to be met With in any part of the northern world.

This peninfula is inhabited by many different tifibes; but the principal are the Kamtfcha-

I'alcs, the Koreki and'th'e Kuriles; between whofe manners, as a l^cal rather than a real

difference is diflinguifhable, we (hall defcribe them under the general name of Kamtf-

chadales.

In their fize and complexion, the Kamtfchadales refemble the Mongol Tartars; they

have full faces, hollow eyes,' black hair, and flender limbs. The (kins of Cccr, dogs, and

feveral alhphibious animals, fupply them with cloaths; and it is ufual to unite the

fkiiis of different creatures in the fame gafrnent. They commonly wear two coats, the

uppermofl of which has the hair on the outfide, and that beneath inward : for the former they

prefer variegated fkins, which hantr behind them like a train; and this garment, which has

long fleeves, is furniflied with a hood to cover the head in unfavourable weather. Their

coats are trimmed with white dog-fkins; and the nearer their variegated drefs approaches

the party-coloured arrangement of our harlequin's jacket, the handfomer it is efteemed.

'^^his kind of drefs; is common to both fexes; who wrap the fkins of feveral creatures

round their legs, and wear caps of the fame materials. But the Kuriles frequently plait a

fpecies of grafs for their head-drefs; and, though thty never wafli their faces, the women
daub thcmielves with white and red paint, fmce the intt')du£tiori of European cuftoms by

the Ruflians. They are, without eKccption, the filthiefl people on earth; the dog and his

mailer partake of the fame c:(h; and the vermin with w Mch they are covered as plenti«

fully as the Egyptians were of old, are fcraped off and devov.ed by thefe beaftly wretches.

Unpolifhed ia their manners, and (tupid in their converfation, they live all the winter

in holes under ground; and, in fummer, quit their fubterraneous abodes, for huts but little

lupefior in accommodation.
' 1m
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In the fouthern parts,_ they commonJy ere£l their villages in thi.ck woodsj but thqfe whl»

live oii the coafti'o^the eaftern ocean buUd'tfiem near th6'fea.

.

The courtfliip and marriage-ceremony among this people are very curjous : when a man"
intends to mitfry, he lobicfoto ifor a fetii&Ie to his bind; and having found one, offers him-
fclf a$ the ferVant of her father, for a limited time; ' at' the expfratiqn of whicif, he', requefts

permifHon to feize his bride. If be is approved by ^e parents^ they comply w^th his

petition; but, if he is' not fortunate enough >obtain their approbatif^n,; he iec«iy^e$.iyh9t.

they deem an e({uivalcnt for his fcrvice, and is di(ixii(^d.
. ..' v

'

When the claim is allowed, the bride is dreflibd in two or {hfee di'fl^rent coats».cach of
them fa(tened tightly round her, with ftraps, fifli nets, and oth^r bandages;.and the whole
marriage-ceremony confifts in the bridegroom's forcibly difrobing his intendecj wife, by
ilripping her entirely naked : this procefs is^ however, al^.ay$ ,attetji()ted.^{!^l^ei' when ihe. \^

alpne,.or with few. females, as all the fex prefent are obliged tp protect her.
. ,

This flripping is fometimes a difficult tafk; for though the bride herfelf Ihould make.

but a flight oppofition, the women who attend her fall on the bridegroom without mercy,,

and ufe every dohieftic implement to repel his attacks. If he fucceed^, he immediately runs

away; when the bride recals him, in a feeble. accent,.acknp\yje(jging h,e h^ai; conquered her,

and thus the marriage is concluded..

This ceremony only relates to virgins; for a widow, the agreement of the partfe; is fuf~

ficient, her fins being- firft expiated. This abfolution cbnliAs in procuring fom^. kind

llranger to prepare her for confumihatibn: the performance of which. taQ; being reckoned

extremely difgraceful, it was formerly difficult to obtain; but fince the Coflacks, and other

nations, have had an intercourfe among them, the widows are feldom at alofs for this

qualification.

Polygamy is allo\wed,,and the wives live peaceably tsgetherj,^without the fpaijleil (^gree

of jealoufy; but the barbarous crime of infanticide is unrelentingly pra£ltfcd whe|[^ever a

woman brings f6rth t'wins^ or is delivered in ftormy weather: this lafl circumftance, in:

particular, beitig confidered in the higheft degree ominous. In what a ftate of barbarifm

muft the feelings of thufe nations be involved, whofe parental affei^on is extindl

!

The Fixed Koreki, as they are called,, have a ftngular cuftom which we cannot .forbear

mentioning: fo little do they value the excluifive privilege pf* wives, or Uie charity of

daughters, that whenever a ftranger arrives he is put to bed to them; and ihould he refufe

the honour they intend him, it would be regarded as the grofTeft. infult, ,and probably

refentcd by murder. But the Tchukotflcoi are ftifl moire polite.to their vifuors ; . for if their

own wives and da»!gnterS are too old, or difagreeable to the gucft, they borrow thofe of

their neighbours, and the woman he likes Seft ptefenting him with' a bowl pf her urine,,

he is obliged to rince his mouth with the contents, as the iUighteft refufal would beefteem-

cd an indignity of the Hrft magnitude.

Inftead of beftowing any rites of fepulture on their dead, they drag the bpdip? out of

their huts with a ilrap faftened round their necks, .and deliver them to be devoured by

their dogs; in j unification of which favage cuftom they alledge, that thofe who are

eaten by uogs in this world will be drawn by them in fledges in the next.

The
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The cloathj of thofc who die are conftantly deftroycd, from a fuppofulon that the wearer

of them would come to an untimely eod( and, among fhe Ktiriles, this fuperftition is

carried (6 far, that they will not even touch any article which belonged to a perfon

deceafcd.

The convivial entertainments of the Kamtfchadales arc ftrangely conduced : theiv

huts, on thefe occailons, are warmed till the heat becomes alnioft infupportable; and, un-

lefs the gueft endures it with patience, and eats till he is unable to ftir for fome days after,

he is regarded as a bad neighbour, and no one chufes to cultivate his acquaintance.

The men, who drink to intoxicatioti of a liquor made of large mufhrooms, prepared

with the juice of epilobium or French willow, are guilty of a thoufand extravagances;

and the women, who are not allowed to tafte this beverage, amufe themfclvcs \yith jeiling

and finging.

We have before hinted that travelling is performed in fledges drawn by dogs; but this

mode of conveyance is extremely dangerous t . thofc who are unaccuRomcd to it, the dogs

running down the greateft declivities with the utmoft velocity, and never once offering to

flop till they reach fome houfe : when the fnow is hard, in the fpriug, thofe who are ufed

to it, can travel with eafe upwards of a hundred miles a day.

The natives were engaged in perpetual broils with each other, till they were fubdued

by the Rufltans, often on the moft frivolous occaflons. Unambitious of extending theif

territories, or of encreafing theii* riches or power, their wars were feldom waged with any

other view than the gratification of perfonal refentment : nor would their daflardly fouls

permit them openly to attack an enemy, but their chief prowefs confifled in furprizing de-

fencelefs villages, under the fhade of night, and exercifing the mofl waiiton barbarity. The
CofTacks, perceiving this difpofition to intefline diforder, found an eafy way to conqueft^

by afFeAing to efpoufe the caufe of each party, alternate/y, they foon weakened the natives

by their own hands. Yet though the Kamtfchadales wer^ at h& unequal to the CofTacks,

they frequently got the better of them by artifice, and failed not to improve every oppor-

tunity of feicing the mofl favourable hours for malTacre and rv'^vengc.

Their warlike implements are bows, fpears, and coats of mtil) and they uf<: poifoned

arrows.

There are five Ruflian forts ere£lcd to awe the natives ; which contain flore-rooms, ma-

gazines, and feveral public and private offices, garrifoned by a few CofTack foldicrs.

The taxes. payable to Ruflta, conftfl only of one fkin from every hunter, of each fjwcies

he purfues; fuch as fables, foxes, and fea beavers. Criminals are tried by the RufTian

lawsi but the adminiflration of civil jiiflico is confined to their own cliiefs.

The men fpcnd their time in hunting, fifhing, ere£ling huu, making fledges and boats,

conflruAing inftruments of war, and houfhold furniture j while the women are «hicfly

employed as taylors, flic^-makers, dyers, cur/iers,,and dotStors.

.. The Ikins intended for cloathing are firfl prepared by wetting 'and fprcading them oue,

,and then fcraping ofFthe fat or veins, with a (harp ftonti after which they are rubbed over

with caviar, and rolled up and trod upon till, thegreafeis fuficiontly exprelTed, and they

•hecomc quite clean and fmoothi
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Their principal dye is the bark of the alder tree, cut and beat fmalli their glue is of the

dried (kins of fcvcralfift.particularry that of the whale.
iKOt.,..v^.,

Before the Roflians took poflbfllon of thl* country, bones and flints Aipplted i'he place

of inctaisi and with.thefc they made fpears, hatchets, lancets, arrows, and needles. Thfir

knives were of a greenifh mountain chryftal, with which they likewife pointed their fpears

and arrows. The fibres of deer, fplit to the required fizc, fcirvcd thcmtbr thread,' and their

nccdtes were the bones of fables. In fhort, wh'eh the Rufltans came 'nmong them, thpy

were ignorant of every improvement and' art which tends to the eafe and convenience of

life; -iron was cfteemcd the mo(t valuable prcfent, and a wife or a daughter would have been •

greedily bartered for a hatchet, a knife, or even a needle.

In this climate fire is obtained by fridiion; the procefs being efFe'Aed by placing a fmaU

round ftick in one of the holes of a dry perforated board, and rolling it with fuch rapidity

between their hands, as to excite fuffitient ikimctocommuflicate with hay or any other

drv material. '

Their trade is the moft fimple imaginable; having neither maniifa£tures'nor money, it

confifts wholly in exchanging onscommodlty for another, in the moft friendly way. When

.

they want any article, they vifit fomeperfon who is knoWn to poffcfs it, and frankly tell hin» ,

their bufiticfs; cuftom obliges htm (» comply with the ret|ueft, and the obligation is return-

ed whenever occafion requires. • •
>

. ,
' s-r.")>U»,wtrt'>ii^i, .;

They have no method ofexpreflhigthteir'fehtimentstrt writings and their public tranfai^ions

are of courfc merely traditionary. It is with great difficulty they count more than' twenty, the

mm»ber of their fingers and toes; norhavothcy any idea of calculating their ages. Theydi*.

vide t'iic vcar into ten unequal parts, which arc dt-nominated fro.n fom? ctrcumftanceih their

t mpl«)ymentsj or fome annual occurrence: as, firft, The Purifier of olns, becaufeit hap<-

j'cns about the fcafon they ptpform fome cx-traordinary ablutions; fecond, The Breaker

vi PLitchets, from the great frofts; third. The Httginning of Hrat; -and the like. The
jiamoS of thcfe divifionsi however, vary. with local circumft.<tnces, and are far from being

j'^cntral; yet thcfc arc their only diftindtions of time, fo^ days and weeks are not denoted .

by any particular name.

From this account it will be unneceflary to inform our readers, that they are utterly igno-

rant of every branch Of fcientifio knowledge. When an eclipfe happens,- they carry out

flic into the open air, and implore the darkened luminary tofhine as ufUal.

The Cofiacks who refide in Kamtfchatk« are but little fuperior in knowledge to the

natives, whofe manner of Ufe and 'employments they in moft refpe<S» refemble; though

ihcy are more addtcled to intemperance and gaming, and have frequently addrefs enough

to fleece them, not only of their furs, but even their llavesj who often <hange their mafters -

twenty times in a day.

There arc few countries in which the inhabitants have more abfurd notioniof rd igion than

t¥e Kai.-ttfchadaleSi They call their acknowledged divinity Kutchu; but, inftead of p.iy-

'ing him' any particular adoration, they only rfproach him for having formed rapid currents,

ami inalcceniblc. mountaiiisii and,- in ihort, for- every difagreeablc occurrence: a cuftom

which is-but too nearly imiLttcd by the profane .fwearers of Europe. They ere(l a pillar
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in (ittnt fpacious plain, which they ornament with rags, as if to frighten the birdi; and
this idol is never paflcd, without being prefentcd with a ^ieee of fifh or fome othrr triflr.

Every thing tremendous, or the objcft of their pcrfonal fcar^ is efteemed facred, ind they

revere it much rnore than their deity: their volcanoes, their bears, and their wolvesv

engro's, therefore, the grcatefb (hare of their veneration. I'hey deny that the Supreme
Being is the difpenfer ofhapptnefs or mifcryt and maintain that every man ii thearchite£l

of his own fortune. The eternity of the world is another article of their creeds and they

exprcfs their belief of the immortality of the foul, which they fupppfe will again be united

to a body, atid for ever cxpofed to the fame fatigues and cares as in the prefeiit Ijfc. Thfy
even think that the minuteO: infc£ls will again be endowed with exiftence. A belief of

this nature, as It equally takes the hope of immortal joy from virtue, and the dread of

eternal puniniiiYcnts from vtcei, muft leave each at liberty to indulge His natural propen-

fiiies without the fmallcft rrftraint. Yet thefe wretches, whom we may contemn, or at

leaft pity,- for their ignorance, are not in general guilty of more flagrant enormities than

fome enlightened nations. They are, indeed, the Haves of their paflions, to the gratifi-

cation of which every other confidcration gives wayj their wars, in- general, are oc-

Cfifioncd by their lufts, and they carry oft' all, the young women they can feiac in an enemy's

countrys but they are neither covetous, ambitious, nor proud.-

In a few years w« may expc6l to hear that the Kamtfchsdales are refiYred in policy, and

converted to the Chriftian religion : as the Emprefs of Ruflia fends miflionaries among
them, by whontmany arc baptized; and fchools have been eftablifhed in feveral places,

to which they (cem dcfirous of fending their children,

The Samoides inhabit a very extenfive province on the north weft of. Siberia, palled

S^moieda, or Samojeda: they are a (hort, ftrong built,. tawny race, with ifmall oblong

eyes, broad faces, thick ]ir>s, and their whole features contrary to otir ideas of beauty. The
hair of this people, which nature h<ts confined to their heads, is of a jet black, and they fuf-

fer it to grow as long as pofllblo : the nipples of the women's breafts are of the fame colour

as their hair.

The men's drefs is made of the fkins of rein-deer, with fur caps, waiftcoats, and bulkjns.

The women ornament their hair with bits of polifticd copper, or flireds of red cloth tied

to the ends, and have fometimes a red edging to tlicir garments. In the winter, both fcxes

wear an upper coat of fur, which covering them all over, fupplics the place both of cap

and gloves.

'I'heir food is the flefli of horfcs, ihccp, oxen, deer, and fifli, which they never attempt

ta eat while frefli; and as their huts arc conftantly hung round with this ftinking med-

ley of provifions, they are intolerably oftx;nrive to ftrangers.

Their fummer habitations, which refemble bee-hives, have each an aperture at the top;

but in winter they retire to caves, and other fubterraneous dwellings, and are immured full

thre(-fourthsoftheyear inthefegloomyabodes,amidft the Acnch of lamps and tainted meat.

Yet, though we can hardly imagine any fituation more truly mifcrable, fo ftrongly are they

attached to their native foil, that two of their chiefs, who were a few years fmcc diputcd

t9- MofcoW) are/aid to have told the RuIBun minifter, that they were furc, if the Cz^r

knew
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kww the ciunHS of their climate, he woulJ wiih to rciltle among them. Thus is the

kvc of one's country implanted by Providence in ev«ry breaft; fofteiiing the rigour of

iht fevercff cHmatc, and rendering the Samoides, whom we only by comparifon eftcem

mrrcichcd, ak happy in their native caves, and folitary dens, as the inhabitants of the tem-

nerate zbnes in their moil magniticent abodes.

' They travel in fledges, of about eight feet long, and four broad, turned up befo'c like

•fkaits, and drawn by dogs Or reln-deeri the diiver, who 'fits crofs-legged, havingaftickin his

iialfd, with which he manages and directs thena. The rein-deer, in particular, are remark-

ably fwift; and, whert fatigued, pant and hang*out their tongues like dogs.

The Samoides catch feveral animals with great faciKty, on account of their drefsj for,

being covered with fkins, and refembling beads rather than men, they approach them gra-

dual'^ without giving the fmalleft: alarm, and inftantly difpatch them with their darts.

The purchafe of a wife is commonly three or four rein ^' :x: this pra£t*fe of buying

iwivcs is prevalent in many other countries; and where the numan fpecies are in fo many

xefpeftsona level with the brute creation, this method of bartering rctn-deer for women

may be efteemed no bad equivalent.

The Samoides believe that there is a heaven where the vrrtuous'will be happy after death,

and a.Supreme Being, called Heigha, who is very great and powerful, and on whom all

thJngsdepend. Yet they worihip a variety of uncouth images, as wtU as the fun, moon, and

ftars, acid .feveral beafts and birds. Their priefts aiFe£t to difclofe the fecrets oi futurity,

and are confulted on all occaftons. Many of them are, however, faid to have embraced

Chriftianity fince miflionaries were fent among them.

Qn the north of Siberia lies the province of Jakuti, or Jakutzk, where the rigours of

winter are inconceivable; though the natives, who are called Tunguflans, have

plenty of fuel for fire, and furs for cloathing. Even the very ice that furrounds them is

converted into ufe, of which they hew out a tranfparent piece, and fix it in their huts for a

wrindow, fprinkling the edges with water, that the frofl may immediately cement It to the

.hole; this keeps out the wind and cold, and furnifhcs a tolerable light. The heat in

fummeris proportionably intenfe; the fun, during that feafon, conftantly appearing above

the horiKOft. The very northernmoft parts of Siberia neither produce corn nor fruits; bitt

in the foiifhem diftri^ the fertility of the foil is aftonifliing, and the little corn fown,

which never rifes more Chan half a foot high, is generally cut down within fix weeks:

this early maturity is owing to the perpetual influence of the fun, and the almoft total

want of rain during that period. But as the Tungullans place their whole dependence on

hunting wild beafts for fkins and furs, the cultivation of the earth is of courfe neglected.

The capital is Jakutzk, where the governor-general refidcs, and is fituated oti the river

Lena, about one hundred and forty leagues from the frozen fea.

This is one of the moft populous nations in Siberia, and confifts cf ten tribes, each 6f

which, including many thoufands of men, afTembles feparately, on the firft approach of

fpring, round the largeft tree they can find in a pleafant and convenient fituation, where

they facrifice horfes, oxen, and other animals, as new year's offerings, placing the

lieads of the flaughtcrcd beads on the branoh«;s. Then fprinkling a ii juor, called

'

• cumifes.
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cumires^ La thaaic, and thfuwingfiompfit/iinlff tlM^ie;, they ilt49um, and d^u]^ t^i^
toxication. :,

. * ,i..j,'3fi x-i - i:if,ini v'.(fl i-.;i;v.' .snolirn^ -ihiU - i;t'.;..,G

• They eat all for,^s orrA«fii»;C^ccpt ppirk; an^ as their vafleU Fftr domeftic^fcs aye. chfcfly

compofed of dried CQvrr,^pg, .an ^uroppi^ic^ entertain np very f^ypurj^yp -yitia <|f ^cy
delicacy in ferving up their prpyifipns. ,.,,•»;... ,.:..' ^'' f;,-'

, r. '.;

They have no general svHom for 'iCppfing pf their dead : jCoq^ :^re buricd|Under jjinp

trees; others are laid oUt upPn boards tiaifedpi^fptjr pods in thq «|i{opd^,,fnd only covered

with the hides of hoffes or other animals; and many ar^e fiiut .HP ^y ^U.f^^.V.9"^ f".
^^^

huts, after taking out every article of valw*. .,• c, ; -jL.it.i' ••' -

Thefe people believe there is an invifiblc God in heaven; of ^yhom, however, they

appear to have amoft ftrange idea, neprefe.|itii»g hini w<th a prodigious head, coral ey^s,

and a body in the fhape of a fack. Each tribe has one of thefe images, which they hano;

x>n a tree, and cover with furs. They haye m»fiy fuper^itions refpefling particular trees,

birds, and anitnals, feveu:al of which theyiefteem fiKsred. Thr'r priefts^pr bihuns^ while

officiating, wear:a4re£s ornameikted ^kh ra,ttles bells, and bits of i^n,.

1 . On the weft of Siberia, along the banks pf the' Qby and Jeniffii, lies tljie country of the

Oftiack Tartars, who fpend their lives in hunting and fifhing. Pa,rt.^ their furs are paid

4s a taK:to the Emprefs c|f Ru^a9,afid fl^cje^aM^&d^fgqfcdpf 9|t^ ft^|:ed,j)t;ice, to ^he gover-

nors of that country. • • .•
; ^ ,,.. ,:i. ..

,
,.• j.. •.,, _,.., .

. i Theicdtief beverage is water, ;thpugh.they (pn^titnes^^^l^ ^raiiji-pil withqut any dif^-

grecable efFe£l on their ftomachs. Their, food A? J^Qi) \tf}\C)p, at^ wild fowl; for t^e

country produces neither Cprn npr fice. Th^ are ex^^vfly fp|^ p^ ^w^|lo.^in§ the

fmoke of tobacco,;with iwhich (hey f<x>p beq9meii[itoKicated. ..;•:-' ;
-.

They dig deep .in the earth, in wood? and forefts, for their winter's abode; but, in.

fummer, raife th^ir huts above ground, ofi the ipa^gin of fome riYer, for the convenience pf

fifliing. Asihe.materialsjof.th^ir houfes confift: only of a few.gj'e^n pples, and the bar^s

of trees, and their beds of the (kins of wild beaft-^* ^h^y change their iitu^tipn as fancy ^r

convefiieiicedirefts. '
:

ThjB Qftiacks may have as ijiany wives as they chufe to purchafe, ^t about two or th|;ee

rein-deer each; and, if.they djflike their bargain, npay return the incumbrance, only for-

feiting the deer. Their children are named from the firft animal feen after their birthj

thus a, fAthe«, frequently addrefffshij fpn by the appellatipn pf * My little dog—My deer

«-^Myhorfe—My !"»«>',an^.the like.

They are grofs idolaters, and have a number of little brazen images, reprefcnting n;en

and animals, which they place.o^^ the, ^ununits of mountains, in groves, and themoft

pleafantfituationstheycanfind; though t^ey have^.no parti(:ular, times for reljgiousworfhip,

nor any regular priefts. They only apply to their gods vyhen they want their amftance

,for the at'ainrnent of any^adv^nt^ge, or^o,av,e;;t(f9;pc calamity. On thefe pccafions, they

f^q rjfige to their; iJc's, by prefepting a beaft before one of them, and binding it; after

whichanold^nan putsupthe^petitiq;!^ and thc;i difpatches the anini^lvyith an arrow: it

is then dra^ynrhscc tijiiea roui^d the;idoj, whiqh mutt be fltained with .it's blood, and have

it's raouth greafcd wi(;h ^tfi (^f;i,^ffer yjrhicjh peremon^, the perfons affembled fit down, and
"'
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tat to excefs. AVhen th« feaft is concluded, they fliout.aloud; iti gratitude to the idbl' for
accepting their devotions, which they imagine are n<.-'«r rejcfled.

The Oftiacics take an oath of fidelity to the Ruffiaa goverhmelt^ with extraordinary

folemnity of cxpreilion. Having fpread a bear's fkin on the groufid, and laid an axe upon
it, they hold over it a piece of bread on a knife, and fay, ' If I do not to my life's end prove
* true and'faithful to the fdpreme government 'Of .the country} or' if I knowingly and will.

,
< ingly break through my allegiance, or be wantingin the duty I owetothe faid fuprcmc

j
* government; may the bear tear me to pieces in the woods! may the bread I- eat ftick in

^
* my throat, and choak me! may the knife ftab me! aitd thr axe cut oiTmy head I'

A great number of different tribes inhabit the inland parts of Siberia; as the Bratfki

.

Tartars, who live near the lake Baikal; the Barabinlki, who poilcfs the great defart of,

Baraba; and the-Kamfki.

- On the banks of the river Irtifch, dwells a Mahometan natton^ rieh in Aocks and herdsc

their drcfs bears aftrong-refembiance to that of-the ancient Ruflians; their food is venifon

dilcd Alli, and barley-meal; but their greateft-luxui>y is a young 'horfe, and a. liquor called
' braga, diftilled from oatmeal and the milk of<mares. . Theyhave princes-of their own, yet

:

arc tributary to Rxiffia.

.

A- very numerous and cekbVated tribe, called the Tungufr, fpread themfeltes threuglv.

qtut the moft diftant parts of Siberia; being diftinguiflied into the Konni Tungufi, or

'thofe who ufe horfes for' draught and riding; , the Oleni Tungufi, .who ufe rein-deer; and.

Ae Sabatfcbi Tungufi, who make uTe of dogsf

Thefe are' fuppofed 'to be of the ancient Scythian extraAidn, a» they retain fimilar

ouftoms and ioclinauons, and are taller-and more -courageous than the<reftof the Siberians.

They breed no cattle, but horfes, dogs, and rein-deer^ and in their drefa and.way of

Irving accommodate themfel^es tothecountries*where they refide. .The Tungufiof diftinc-

' tion are known by i numfafer of black fpots on'their faces and J^ands,..which.ifaihion has

'made them confider as Hngularly ornamental.

.

!
. .; , . |^

They fufpend their dead from fome tree, and when the flefli is decayed,' or the birds ar

wild beafts have confumed it, they collect the bones and bury them. Their weapons of

'war arie broad-^'fwords, cudailes, and Hatchets; the firft of which were ti41Jately unknown
i

'among them. > .- .u.i jii; ^^r n'ji

Thefe are the priitctpal'of thofe favage nations which inhabit this ininienfe'ahd dreary

country; as their cities are few, and in general butthinly inbabked, we ifhall only mention :

[the moft conftderabl«.

Tobollki, . the capital of all Siberia, and thfc refldence of tke.gevei'nor->general; is feated

;

'
in fifty-eight degrees north' latitude, and fncty-feven degrees eaft 'longitude from London,

.

on the river Irtifch, . near it's junAion with'thoTobel. . TMs city is divided into an upper

'and lower town,, and both: together incl(id<! a large circumference: in- the upper town-

ftands the fort; which, like all thfc public edi'fices, is blkilt of floncj butthc hbufes of in-

dividuals are moftly.coiiftru£ted with wood. This city, which is now in a very miferable

^
condition, owing principally to the knavery of the Ruflikn and Ghincfc merchants^ coh-

; taijas twelve churches, ,two eenvent«, and abouf i5}Q00 inhabitants. '
--

Tomlkoy,.
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;- Topflcoy^« frontier to«rn,.ircs on the rivet Tora, juft before it's iiiflux into the Obyj

k contains above two thoufand houfes^ an old wooden caftic defended by fourteen pieces

of cannon, an arfenal,.and other public edifices.

i Catherineburg, which is a town built after the German (tile, received it's name from

Catharine, czarina of Peter the Great,, and is a. well fortified place. It was butlt at the

iBxpence of government, and the houfcs are principally inhabited* by officers belonging to

the crown. The dircAor-general of all the Siberian mines refides in this place, from

whence he ifTues hif indruAions to other direAors of the works, and pafTcs their accounts.

Many hundred thoufand pounds weight of iron and copper are computed to be annually

ijcnt ,from this neighbourhood to.Ruflia. .

Narim, Jeni '' .fk,,and Irkuts, are the capitals of provinces of the fame names, in each.of

which the Kufiians have their oAcers,, churches, and forts.

Tb^ l^arbarous. policy of Peter the Great will in time probably alter the face of Siberia,.

a|i4™^<i ii'S fucccfTors tremble for their own dominions. This great politician, after

the defeat of the Swedes at Pultowa, in 1709, cruelly fent io,oco Swedifh prifOners, with

liieir o(Bcers,, ir>(o Siberia.. Thefe bcave men, and fome of them eminent in learning as

well 9».»rffls, were reduced to the necefHty of exercifmg any art or profefHon for their fup-

Qort with which they happened to be acquainted. The moft learned accordihgly eflablifh-

,

^.'jOohoqls, where they taught the languages, arts, and fciences; while otberst pn&\{td

thofe manual employmentfr<, to which, they were originally bred. This tended to civilize

thenativejs ifi.a furpriflng. manner i and if they continue an improvement 'fo fuccefsfuHy

begun,. Siberia will probably, not always be regarded as a land of punifhment, but rather as

a place of refuge from oppreflioo,

Aftracan Tartary is likewife under the protection of Ruflia'; this country is bounded by

. Liberia, ijad ,Calmuc Tartary on. the eafl, by the Cafpian Sea on the fouth, by CircafSan

Tartary on the weft, and by Ruflia on the north. '
..-.it.

The city of Aftracan is fituated on the eaft fide of the Wolga, in the forty-feventh de-

gree of northern latitudei.and about twenty leagues from the Cafpian Sea. This place was

. wirefted.from the Tartars by the RuflTan arms, and is inhabited by an afTemblage of various

nations^ amounting to 70,000 men;, it is about five miles in circumference, including

thp fij^rbs,.. furrounded by an, old brick wall, and garn'foned by flx regiments of Ruffian

troops. The houfes are ere£led of wood, and- are in general very mean; but the fituation

is,p|eaiant,. frofntl^e extcnflve and. beautiful view it compands of the Wolga, which' is.

near three miles broad.

. jThe vicinityofA^/acan i^ filled with gardensand vineyards, which produce fome choice

fr^ft^j equal in tafteand colour to any in Europe; yet the earth is fo impregnated- with

falc^ that it appears pn it's very furface. The Indian Gehtoos have a templl: in this city,.

. which'Con.tains an idol of amonftrous appearance; but the Mahometan Tartars hold image

worfhip in the utmoft deteftation.

) 7 From the beginning of Auguft to 0£lober, the furrounding country is infeftcd with

lUch iw)ar^s of locufts, that they frequently darken the air, and occaTion a temporary

nig^tati noon day. Wherever they pitch, they confume every vejgetable fubftance, leaving

4
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an appearance of bluck dcfolatlon behind j' on their firft appeSrihc'e,- ttierdFore, the natives
endeavour to difpcrfe them "by making as much hbife as pofllbl^, aHd kindling c6nAuftlWc
.matter to drive them avray with the fmolcc} but thefc precautions, aj^ often in vain, as they
.fojnctinKjs coyer an extent of fovcial miles, and when dead havfe b'ccn known to breed
pciHlcntial difeafes ^rom (lie noxious effluvia of their pgtrid carcdfrt. "•'-S'* (•iiiuf..),. ;

Many thoufand ton^ of fait ait annually dyig in this rieighbOUfhttodi the' exfcTuflvte

property of which belongs to Riifiia; and the revenues arlfing from thisf article, and' from
fifh, are computed at a hundred and fifty thoufand rubles, Or iie^r fhirty-fouf thoufand

pounds fterling. >
i

,,The foreign trade of Aftracan confifts chiefly of rcd'IeatKer',ltrten«[nd vt^^llen cloth

and other' European manufaftures, which they export to Pdrfiaj bringing back, in return

l^ocaded filks, ftuiFs, raw filk, cotton, and medicinal drugs., ' ' ;;
'* "'"" ' ''• viri^/

Independent, or Weftern Tartary, is peopled with in iftfthi^y'df frlbes and nations,

whofc very names have not reached us with precifiortj but the principal are the Calmtit,

Ulbec,Crim, Kirgeefe, Lefgee, and Circaflian Tartars. 'r-:m

Siberia is the boundary of CalmucTaftary oh' the nofth, the country of the Mongols On
the eaft^ Thibet and Lffbec Tartary on the fouth, and the Caf^rian Sea and Aftracan On
the weft.

^' '•'../..,_
The Calmucs are not under any one fovereignj but fof-hiia number of diftind: 'tribes,

whofe combined force has proved formidable even to'the Ruffian en^pire: .
..i

They are of a fhort thick ftature, and their cdurit?hanCBs, which infpitc terror,' af^e*-

.preffive of their favage difpofitions : yet thefe people are ndt without fome ftiare Of the

fofter virtues, and their filial afFedlion is exemplary. They prott'aft the mourning for a

father to an extraordinary period, and refufe during the whOle time every ifmocentitrdul-

gencc; once a year, at leafl, they pay their deirdtibtis at his to|lib, "arid 'acknOwl^djge the

•obligations theyowed him.
' " ^-j;'; ';'-'^^ }" ;"'

' "^'^"^ ^;'- -> 0' ''' i'

Their drefs is adapted to the climate; confiffing m gen'era'l ofA; talJeo fhift, a'lid-i'ilieep-

fkin coat and breeches j they wear a little round bonnet oii their he^dS, edged with fdr,

and ornamented with a tuft of filk or hair of a deep criiriftin c^foui'. 'THe >V6hthT,'<in

Aimmer, are fati«fied with a calico fhiFt, but in winter tjiey prOt^ thettiifelves from the in-

clemency of the weather, by wearing a long robe of'fheep-lkin. RiuaJJ'tHefavdui'ittfcolour

'•of both fexcs.
^

' ' " '"]' '' "'' ' •••.''-

The habitations of the Calmucs are co'nftru'aedof lucrt'dightmatfei'i;als|'thii'thfel^huts,

or rather tents, may be taken to pieces and ereifted again in an "hodr. Theyufc bhly a

few light poles joined together with leather thOiigs, and cOVered with a^kind of ifeit; in

the middle of which is an aperture, ferving atonce tolctoutthe fmcike, and admit' li^ght.

They have a few fixed habitations, which contain tolerable/ kccoitithodatiiltfts- attcordiiig to

their way of life; the doors of which conftantly Opf^n'to thb'fouthi tb avoid the'iiit4iemeucy

of the oppoluc quarter.
,

!
' '

When the vernal feafon has covered the fields ^ith griifs, they fetdUt ki large' bodies of

Tten or twelve thoufand men, driving their 'flocks befbfe; them,' in 'feareh *f the iicheft

jjafturesj and though the'earth would yfcld her full increafe to the t'illcr'i haiitfitlf#y«frhel!y
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ncgle£l cuItivatiQn, uid fubfift on camels, horfes, cowi, and iheep. Mare't milk it their

commpn drink; but tkey are extjfavagantly fond of any fpirituous liquor they can procure,

and fet no bounds to their intemperance.

Their religion, if they may be faid to pra^ire any, is the grofleft idolatry, and their

marriages are deftitute of all regard to the ties of nature and of blood ; fathera frequently

marrying tbfir owa daughters} anjd polygamy being not onl^ allowed, but even a fuc-

ceflion 'of wive'k, as th^y di(in>flth'em when they reach the age of ibrty, and ,uke ypunm
atpleafure,

. -.i^ v'sir.'v '••' r''&"'-rr,-^''^.r (v r^th-.--—'^- •fi
A celebrated Hiftohah ray#, that tii the year 1710, a Aibterraneous houie

found in this country, containing feveral urns, lamps, ear-rings, an equeftrianftatuepf an

ri-.L-zz • 'V
of ftone was

their contents are not mehtioned.

Ulbec Tartary is bounded on the north by the country 6( the Calmucs by the Cafpian

^ea aiid Perftaon the weft, by I^dia( on the fouth, and by Thibet on the eaft.

The Oilbec Tartars were once a very powerful nation; and, when united undera fingle

than th'ofc of the (^atmucs; ikieir khans derive their pedigree from Tamerlane; and their

religion is Mahoihefanifm. 't'he chief produce of the country is cattle, rioe« and cotton.

'fibkhara, the capiul of this country, is fituated in thirty-nine degrees north latitude, a

few miles from the fcite of the ancient Sfunarcand, the birth-place of Tamerlane. It is a

very populous placp. ilurrounded with a clay wall and a dry ditch; the houfes are oieauly

built of mud, but fome of the puBltc'ediiicq are brick. -j ,^

'

. r
., ,'.,,,;,

, ,

The celebrated Taiirica Cherfonefiis, or Crimea, gave name to the Criiii Tartars, from

whence they originally came. They are a ftrolling race, though fome few of them fettle

and cultivate particular fpots, chiefly with manna, bats, and water-melons; but their prin-

cipal riches conf^ft in their cattle, wives, and children. ,. .. '^^

' When a daughiteir attains the age of marriage,' the father builds her a hut, which he

covers with white linen, fixing fome painted cloth on the top, ai\d a waggon on one fide,

as the bride's portion. This is the fignal forahu^atid, and whoever bribes the father

moft to his fatisfaAton, takes immediate po^ffien of his prize.

The Kirgeefe Tartars inhabit a very extenfive country, and are divided into three

tribes, under the government of a khan: they feed greedily on horfe-flelh, venifon^ and

mutton, without any bread, and drink fermented mare's milk till they are intoxicated.

They are a robuft, welUmiade people, but treacherous, ignorant, and brutipi; and efteero

robbery too venial an offence jdeferve much punifhment.

The Lefgee Tartars are under the government of different chiefs, called Shamkalis,

who, on any emergency or apprehenfion of danger, unite their forces, for the general fcr-

vke oC their country. They are a brave, well-made, and exceedingly a£tive people.

The country is fertile, and for the moft part falubrious and pleafant ; it produces wheat,

barley, and oats, and feeds vaft multitudes of fhcep.

7 B The
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' • The tcf^eef profcfs themfclves Mahomewnif but theyctrtzMf hke'tWff ientH of that

fc& in their utmoft latitude, drinking v»irte without thA'fttialfcft reftfalht, and ndtuh fre-

quently ridiculing the very miracles of their grcaf ptQtttjpc. Thf^ carrv on a cotifider.

ahle trade with the ftuflians, Pcrfiana, and Armenian*, and are eflccmed virV ingch'iou* in

Acril'artldfe* 9f 9»4nufa£ture» and mechanifrft. ; .''/^"'y, .*,; '/ ,'
''|.""'*| '. ''':•;;"•"

Circ^fllaft Tirtary is furrounded bv Aftrtian,' tKeittafpfjin 'Sea, 'Rii^^^

ilher Don,' thi PftJus "Maeotis, anJ the Black Sea. *
' " '" " '

'
'

This country is eftcemedthe zenith of female beauty j and, certainly,^ if the fineft com-

pTexion, joined to the eafiefl (bape,and moftliewitchin^ e]|esj'can be allowed to con(litut«

beauty, the Circafllan women have every pret'enfioMO ^KIsTrail, but engaging quality."

The men have the general contour of the Tarta^ race^W are l.ikewife wcTj naadc, and

by no iheims difagreeably featured'. T^hey wear a fort of r0||jh<l ,blaik bpnnett^ and a gar-|

meht'maiieo^cbarire irrey cloth, over which they tlvow a (heep*s-ildn, wHich is alvvaya

worn on the fi(le moft cxpofed to the wind,
, , .

^ (,, ,''•'• -

The fum'mcr drcfs of the women »» only a for/ of rtii'ft, wliicii opens, rather lowj. but ia

winter they call in the aid ofTur. ' T^ey are fond of beads and trinkets, aoJ difpofe their

hiiir in a very fimpl^ and pleafing manner. '

, .

' This iias'fene a country as can wett be conJcciveJi' tHc agreeabhe diycrpty of hifls and

but thieir chief food' is miittoh^ beef,^ poultry, yenlfon, and game, with which the country

iiboundS; though ^. young colt Is of all things cohCdered as.'thi* greateft dainty > Their.

CohiiWon liquoris water,'l7r rnare's milk; and path fwtes'fpioke tobacco. ,
'

(,.
'

• Thefc pcoplj/ are extremely hofptt^'etottrangers, ami fo'clal^ and' kTnd.toeacA'dtheti

inns and oth^r places of refrefhment' arc with, them unhccefl^ry, Iince fivefy pecfon's houfc

is open to all traveller's, and what it nipplics is at weir fervice. . . _^ .,

' But while we piy a juft tribute of praiie to the hofpitality of the Circaflians, we mull

not forbear t6 condemn the unhallowed ,pra£lice of making the proftitiition of tlieir daugh-

ters a principal branch of commerce. . As tbe beduty and innocence of lljele young, crea>

rut-es are tke bafis on' which they found theijf'iiQpcs of gain, both are'j^rdeid/with'all.

ini'agin'able caution;' but they'.io fobtier attaiin the age oif maturity, than'thc unnatural

parents difpolfe of them to the Perfiiin and'Turkift itierchants^'who engjiro^s'tlvs luxuriyus

article of trade for the feraglios of their rfefpeftive fovtrcigtis.
''''"' '' .;;""'''

:iV ''.r.T
'

Terki, which is the only place worthy of notice in (^rcaffia,'is fj'fuated nttrflie'Cfaf-

pian Sea, about twertty-fiye leagues from Aftracan.
''

This town is chiefly inhabited by

the Ruffians;_theunftttleddifpbltffons' of the natives not permitting them to remain longt

in one place; or to erc£%' any oth'eV dwtl 1 ings ^han fubh as ^an eafily be removed to a more

favourite fpotjpr a more fertile foil, as lancy or ncccffity^i^ates, ^ ^ ^ ^, ^,^

IT K^
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11.. L!oy lu jy<^fl«:nij h^gi^t adA

HAVING ffnifted our furvey of the continent of AHai which, according to it's

fiiperiorconfequence, we have dffcrihed at ^n unufual Ief)gth; wefhall now proceed

to give abKief (tefcrlption of the inruU,r countries of thi^ quarter of the globc) beginning

with the I^urile Iflaniis, and proceeding round, till we re^ch the once celebrated ifles of

Greece, wherie Cytherean Venus .is faid to have fixed bef favourite abodei and in which^

though every Mufe once tuned her facred lyre, the humid eye of genius muft at prefent

filed the tear of compaifion, as it looks in vain for tbofe once celebrated myrtle-groves,

which ftill * live |n defcrlption, and, look green in fong.' .
.

,

The Kurllc lfljinds,,rtacf» from th9 vicinity of Japari to thfc foutbern promontory of

Itarn^fchatlca, a^d ar^ laid tp be about twenty-two in, ijiumbef } the pri^ifipal : qC

whith are Matma. Kunatir, l^turpu, and Urupe.Qi^ the
.

Japapefe |CQaft}4 w^ich fouPj accord^-

ing to the lated difcpveries, form the land of jefo or Jedfo, about the fituation of which

gcographers'have'been fo much divided. Thefe iflands enjoy a favourable climate, but

are not diftinguiflied for ^ny natural or animal produflioa worth remarking. The natives

generally drefs in long robes, and carry on fome trade with the Ruflli^is and Japanefe}

but they cannot be fald to be under any particular government. Between the Kuriles,and

Schumtfchu and Parbmu/in, ^ire fome fmall iilands with feveral burning mountains; and

thefe two places, which He on the coaft of Kamtfchatka, ajrc fubjefl to frequent and dread-

ful earthquakes: the foU is rocky and barren>.and their coafts are dangerous, and almoA
inacceiTible.

^ji'n •'>!> ni infer, ii^ -i «

-awl l«ii3Jni »»JBiwqoi Orta ,u^ii.'. ^.'J i ) <t^;ii;->:iju-.il y.-iJ is-'ria C3 .^'^''^^ *•<'

C H A P. U. ;„j

JAPAN. .''..'

THE opulent and extenfive empire of Japan lies in the Pacific Ocean, on the«afl oF

China, and is fituated between thethirtyofirftand forty-fecond degres of northern lati-

tude, and the one hundred and thirtieth ami ond hundred and forty-feventh degrees of eaftern

longitude from London. Beftdes the iibnd of Japan, <ialled by the Natives Niphon, Sai-

kokf and Sikokf, two large idands, as well as an infinite cluftbr offinatl ones, are included

underthc fame government*- J,.; i^ ^..i-. ^ *^^.i...u. -«..>.* . ^. :.. . ;. ^

The
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The coafls of this country are prote£ted by cliffs, whirlpools, and tempeftuous fcas,

and feveral of it's mountains contain volcanoes i which may probably be the efHcient

caufc of thofe awful and fatal earthquakes, ^hat jo often vifit this othcrwife favoured

empire.

Japan enjoys one of the mod agreeable fituations in the world ; the c!imate is a happy

temperature of heat and cold; the /oil, either frbm nature or cultivation, is in every pare

fertile; and feveral provinces aiFord mines of gold, filver, copper, lr.<.J, tin, and iron; but

the largeft quantities of gold are procured by ^telting (Ke ore waib.'d out from the fands of

feveral rivers.

This country may likewife vie with any, in the number^ beauty, and variety of trees,

fhnbs, and flowers, with which nature has luxurioufly cloathed the foil; but the varnifli.

tree, which affords a milky juice ufed in japa^n^ng^ is the moft ufeful and efteemed of any,

bc?ng peculiar to this ifland, and very greatly fiip^rior to evet'y o^her fpecies.

t The tea (hrub likewife ^rows in great plenty, but ii \t(s cultivated than in China.
'**

' Pearls, and other precious ftones, as yfrU as ambergris, and almoft every fpecics of fub-

fiiarine plants abbund in this country} which, 'ih'faA,'produCes every neceflary as well M-
luxury of life.

The animals of Japan art neither numerous nor various; this country being blefled with

*< total exemption from all wild beafts, and from ilmoft every poifohous reptile.
'"

' The Sktives of this emprise dilfer exceedingly' in theii* appefirance; but the iiigher hinks

ohly,' ^ho ftiein 6f» diftin£l fpecies, pbftefs either regularity of features', or majefty of per*

fon. They weai* ettherfilk or cotton, and the diftihlftion of rank is marked by the colour

or richnefs of the ftuffs which compofe their drefs; but, contrary to the cuftom of other

nations, white is their colour for mourning, and black for feftivity.

The origin of the Japanefe is as myfterioui as the fource of the Nile; they pretend to

higher antiquity than even the Chinefe, and efteem themfclvtes the offspring of the gods. ]

T'hey are governed by a fpiritual emperor,called the Dairi, who is regarded as a divinity,

and the head of their religion; and by a fecular emperor, who holds the reins of govern-

ment^ and regulates the ftate; the feverity of whofe laws exceed thofe of Draco, and may

juftly be fnid to be tsrritten in blood, as death is the punifliment for almoft every offence,

and fcmetimes whole families are involved in the fate of a (ingle offender. This extreme

rigour, though contrary to every fentiment of humanity and juftice, is founded in the moft

barbarous policy, to check the licentioufnefs of the vulgar, and to preferve internal tran-

quillity.

The revenues of the fecular emperor, who is now entirely independent of the fpiritual,

arc faid to be immcnfe, and the fplendour c/ h'.a attendance, his palaces, and furniture^

lcav« the aioft brilliant European magnificence if a very remote diftance. ]

The utmoft ftri£lnefs is obfervcd in cvtry department of government; and, by an edi£t of

the emperor, this country is for ever inacceffible to all foreigners and their rufloms.

The Portuguo^e, who difcoVersd this country in 1543, having made confiderable fcttle-

mentsf, for fome tirtte carried on a very lucrative trade unmoiefted; but the intriguhig

fpirit of the mi&onaries, who had made near a third of the empire profelytes to Chrift!-

anity.
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anity, at length ruined their intercd and their religion. Thry were all expelled, un<lor the

pain of crucifixion; and the mod dreadful perfccution of their converts Aicccedcd, that

perhaps tlie religion of Chrift ever experienced. Many of the Japanefe Cliridians fuf-

frred martyrdom with the moft unfliaken fortitude, and they continued to be haralTed for

near forty years; till, at length, dcfpair animating them to defence, 37,000 Chriflians

took poflVflion of the cadle of Simabra, on the fca-coad ; which being taiccu by ftorm after

a ftege of three months, every foul was exterminated in one day.

The empire of Japan being thus cleared trom Chriiiianity, was fecurcd from it's future

introduiHion by the fevered cdi6ls againft every foreign nation. The Dutch, who firft

difcovercd to the court of Japan the intrigues of the Portuguefe, are indeed permitted to

have a faflory on the little ifland of Defima; but as they are on pain of death confined to

this barren fpot, and are even here moft ftridtiy guarded, it can only be confidered as a pri-

fon, which nothing but that innate thirft of g«!n,which marks the chara^cr of thofe people,

could by any means render tolerable. As the Dutch company pay no duty in Japan,

they make an annual prcfent to the emperor, chiefly conhtiing of cloth, cottons, (tuHs, and

trinkets.

The religion of the Japanefe is the extrimc of idolatry; yet three different fcAs are

tolerated} namely, the Sintoifts, or ancient idol worfhippcrs of the country; the Budfos,

or foreign idol worfhippers, atid the religion of the phitofophers and moralills, at the head

of whom is Confucius. The tenets of the two firi^, which are the moft prevalent, are as

abfurd as human nature could pofUhly imbibe; yet they recommend fomegood maxims for

moral condudt, and their bonzes or priefts are exemplary in their lives.

The natives Are in induftrious, civil, and ingenious people, and ex ;ced all the nations

of the eaft iu the neatnefs of their workmanfhip, and the elegance of their manufadlures.

The fine arts, however, feem to have made no progrefs amcng them; nor is it probable

they ever will, as the fetters ofdefpotifm, with which they are fhackled, prevent the inter-

courfe of more polifhcd and enlightened nations.

'I'hc metropolis of the empire of Japan is Jeddo, which lies in thirty-fix degrees north,

latitude, and one hundred and forty-four eaft longitude, and is very large and populous;

but th« buildings are mean, notwithftanding their profufion of ornaments, when tried on

the fcale of European architctSurc. This is the feat of the fccular emperor; whofe palace,

with the greateft part of the city, was deftroyed by an earthquake in 1703, when 200,000

iniiabitants arc fi\id to have hccn buried in it's ruins; but the paLncc and city have been

fincc rebuilt with additional inagnificence. The houfci in general arc conftru£led by

ereiSting upright polls two ftorics high, crofTed and wattled with bamboo, and plaiftcred

an ; white-wafhe' on both iides; and the roofs are covered with large pantiles. The in-

hal'itants have no chairs, or even beds, but fit on foft and clean mats, ar J have their pro-

vifions icrved, one difli at a time, on a fort of llool only a few inches high. Their mir-

rors, which arc a compofition of metals highly polifhed, are not confidered as ornamental

furniture; and, though thcwathcr is extremely feverc from November to March, they

have no fire-places or chimnics, ufing only large copper pots lined with loam, in which

they burn charcoal, and 'feem to have a manner of preparing it which prevents the fumes
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ASIATIC ISLANDS.
from being difagreeable or injurtous. Every houfe has a bath, which is daily ufed by thir

ivhole family.

Miaco, the reftdencc of the dairi, which was anciently the capital of the empire, is like-

wife a confiderable city, moft cnchantingly fituated, and may be called the uiiiverfal ma»a-
aine of the fcvera! manufactures and commodities of Japan.

But Ofacca, which is fituated on the banks of the river Jedogawa, and inliabited by
opulent merchants and mechanics, is the pri'.cipal commercial town in the empire; and^
as it's pleafurcs are more varied than thofp of any other part of Japan, it is the falLioaabler

refortof the gay, the rich, and the great.

CHAP. IIL

LA DRONES..

TKE Ladrone, or Marian Iflands, are fitiiaw in the Pacific Ocean, in one hundred!

and forty degrees of eaftern longitude, and- between twelve and twenty-eight

of north latitude; they are generally reckoned to be twelve in number, and were firftdifco>

vcred by Magellan, in 1521. Some of thcfc iflands-were once extremely populous, but

they are at prefent aiiiaoflrdeftitutc of inhabitants. Guam is the only iAani) which can be-

faid to be inhabited, where the Spaniards k«p a governor and garrifon; it is about thirty-

leagues in circumference, and contains near four thoufand peopk^

Tlnian, another of the Ladrones, was once well peopled, and remarkably po^^ lou "or

it's beauty and luxuriant vegetation; but a dreadfui mortality fwept ofF the grc. uu f-i.t

of the natives, and the remainder ><emoved to Guam; Several Bfitifh navigators havs

touched at this iflaitd, particularly Lord Anfon-, who met with great refrelhment for his-

crew, not lefs from the falubrity of it's air, than from it's fruits and vegetable produdlions,,

many of which are powerful antidotes againft the fcurvy.

The original natives of thefe iflands were a well-proportioned, aAive people, and their

vefiels called flying proas,^ which they have ufed for many ages, and- are of a very frngular

con(lru£lion, do honour to their ingenuity. Thefe veffels receive their name from their

extraordinary fwiftnefs, and are faid to fail after the rate of near feven leagues an hour..

rf"'

1. f -^-j.. „ II--
CHAR IV.

FORMOSA.

^j'^H E ifland of Formofa lies to the eaft of China; and is divided into twoparts by a:

JL chain of mountains,, which run» through tlie centre, beginning at the fouth andi

ending at the northern extremity.. This ifland receives it's name from it's delightful ap-

pearance, which i&as luxuriant <» wiciaviflibandof natUK can well form, except toward

the
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the mountains; and it contains a varkty of trees, fruits, animals, and other produAiojis

common to China, many of them net to be met with in any other part of the Indies.

The Chincfe poflefs, in right of conqueft, the grcateft part of this ifland, which they

have divided into three fubordinatc governments, dependent on the governor in chief, who
reftdes in the capital, which is called Tai-ouan-fou. This is a very populous city, and

equal in the fplendor of it's (hops, the number of it's manufa£lurcs, and the fize of it's

ftreets, to moft cities in China. I'he Chinefe have feveral more cities under their jurifdic-

tion; but as the form of government, and manners, are the fame as thofe which have been

already defcribed, there can be no nece/^ty for repeating them.

The original natives ar? reprefcntcvl as an inofFenfive difinterefted people, of great

purity of manners, and focial, benevolent, and fmcere : theyftill poiTefs part of thecaftern

quarter of the ifland^ ind retain all their primitive cuftoms.

Ne»r the coaft of the province of Quang-fi, lies the ifland of Hainan, lilcewife fubje£l to

China, except the interior part, where the natives have retired, and live independent. In

this ifland are fnakes of a prodigious (ize, but of a very timid nature; and a fp^cies of largs

black moflkieS) with very regular features, and greatly refembling the human race.

c H A P. v:

PHILIPPINES,

THE Philippine Iflands,. which lie in the Chinefe and Pacific Ocean, between nine.'

teen and fifty degrees of northern latitude, and one hundred and fourteen and one

hundred and thirty of eaftern longitude, were firft difcovered by Magellan, and received

die name of Philippines, in honour of Philip II. King of Spain, who colonized them.

Thefe iftands are faid to amount to the prodigious number of eleven hundred; th(i

principal of which .are Manilla or Luconia, Samar or Philippina; Mafl)atc, Mindoro,

Luban, Paragoia, Panay, Leyta, Bohol, Sibu, the Negro Iflands, St. John's, Xolo, and

Mindanao.

The weather is more temperate, than might be expeAed, from the vicinity of their fitu*

ation to the line; and the unfading profufion of buds, i.oflfoms, and fruits, all the year,

with the perpetual verdure of the earth, give thefe iflands an elyfian appearance; but they

are often vifitedby dreadful hurricanes, ftorms-of thunder, lightning, and rain, which de-

ftroy in an inftant the faireft profpe£ts of fertility, and convert the hopes of induflry into

defpair.

Great quantities of gold are found in the fands of the rivers, and there are feveral mines

of various other metals. Many curious trees lilcewife grow in thefe iflands; but the pa!m»

ol which there are forty different fpecies, is the moll valuable. The camondeg tree,

which is peculiar to this country, is of fo deadly a nature, that not only it's leaves and

}uicc arc deftruftivej but evea it's very fhade. Horfes and cows> formcrlj imported by the

Spaniards,

.•iit
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Spaniards, are very plentiful, as well as buffaloes, bears, deer, goats, monkies, baboons,

civet-cats, and beautiful parrots and other tropical birds.

Thefe iflands are inhabited by four or five different nations; as, the blacks, or abori-

gines, vtrho occupy the woods, mountains, and defart places; the defcendants of the Chi-

ncfe, who once were in pofleflion of the coafts; the Malayan Moors, or Mahometans, who
came hither from Malacca, Sumatra, Borneo, and Macaflar; the Spaniards, Portuguefe,

and other Europeans; and a mixture, compounded of all thefe, amounting, according to the

moft exa^icalculation, to about two hundred and fifty thoufand fouls.

From this various aflfcmblage of nations, manners, and cuftoms, incorporated together,

it is evident that no general defcription of the inhabitants can be given with fidelity^ or

fuch as can be depended on; and as Manilla is by far the largeft of all the Philippines,

and the feat of the Spanifli government, we (hall confine our accounts to this very valuable

ifland, which extends from thirteen degrees thirty minutes to nineteen degrees north lati-

tude; and is four hundred miles long, but of very unequal breadth, being in fome places

not a hundred miles broad, and in others near two hundred. It abounds in rivers and

lakes; one of which, the lake of Bahia, near the city of Manilla, is ninety miles in circum-

ference. The air of this ifland is in general falubrious, and it is excellently fituated both

for the Iiitdian and Chinefe trade.

The city of L r'"r,. 'he capital of the ifland, and indeed of all the Philippines, which i^.

finely fituated, and 'onvenient and fafe a port as any in the world, is a large and popu- \

lous placej the houii.': e elegant, the flreets wide and regular, and it is adorned with a \

cathedral, a college of Jefuits, and feveral convents, churches, and other fuperb edifices \
])ublic and private. \

The captain-general or viceroy of thefe iflands refides at Manilla, whofe office is efteem-

cd the moft lucrative of any in the difpofal of the king of.Spain. He has twenty-two

fubordinate governors of towns and provinces} nominates the captains of the galleons,

which fail every year to Spain; and keeps a perpetual garrifon ,of about five thoufand fol-

diers. There is likewife a tribunal confiding of fejreral judges, who are independent of

the viceroy; and an ecclefiaftical government, under an archbifliop, appointed by the

fovereign, befides a court of inquifition, the infernal feverity of which is by no means

mitigated by it's dift^ncefrom the holy fec»

From it's commodious port, ajid centrical fituation between the eaftern and weftcrn

worlds, Manilla has been regarded as the emporium of the univcrfe. Diamonds and other

precious ftones are brought here from Golconda, filver from New Spain and Peru, nutmegs

and cloves fronii the Moluccas, cinnamon from Ceylon, and filks from Bengal; befidesthe

produce of Borneo, Java, China, and Japan ; and though many of the Spaniih pofleflions in

the eaft have bee. at various times wrefted from them, yet two vefTelsftill annually fail to

Acapulco, in New Spain, loaded with the precious produce and manufadtures of the caft,

which return freighted with filver. The fhips employed in this commerce belong to the

king of Spain; one of which was taken by Commodore Anfon in 1743, which had on

board one million three hundred and thirteen thoufand eight hundred and forty-three,

pieces of eight; and thirty-five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-two ounces of virgin

filver.

\
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fllverj, befidis other V»tuable commodities. About the clofe of that gloriouft war, when the

pride of France and it's aUie^, was afmoft humbled in'tbe dud, and the happy aufpices of

a Chatham's itdminiftration bad fpread terror on our foes, the city of Manilla, with all it's

dependenciesj''was taken by the Britifli forces, under Vice-admiral Cornifh and General

Draper, and though the place was ftormed, thefe brave men allowed the Spaniards to ran-

foift'the towh itid their effects, foi' four millions of dollars; a fum which, to their eternal

di0iDn6ur, has never yet been fully paid. A. precipitate peace, which has been attended

with (he moft faul«iFeds, rendered afelefs thefe valuable additions to the Britiih crown,

as it was ftipulated that all:conqucfls in the Philippines ihould be reftored, before thenews

of this acquifition reached our government.

, . , • (tU\ . .: .£i:.,. , .
• .
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MOLUCCAS.

THE Moluccas, or (as they are more generally called) Spice Iflands, are Hxteen in

number, and extend from the fourth degree of north latitude, to the feventh degree

fouth. Thefe iflands, which produce fuch amazing quantities of fpices as to fupply the

whole world, h^d added to the luxuries of Europe above two thoufand years before we knew
to what part of the earth we were indebted for them. The Egyptians, Arabians, and'

Pel fians, formerly brought them through the Red Sea, and from thence, by the navigation of

the Nile, to the coaft of Egypt, where the Greeks, Romans, and Carthaginians, reforted

to purchafe the filks andTpices of India, and, after them, all other fucceeding nations, till

about three hu.pdred years fincc, when the Portuguefe, to whom the reft of Europe owe_

the moft valuable difcdveries in the eaft, and whofe enterprizing fpirit, at that aera, juftly'

obtained them the title of Lprds of the Navigation of India, having doubled the Cape of

Good Hope, fettled fa£lories in different countries ofthe eaft, and at length difcovered the

native land of fragrance and fpices. The Englifli, under the command of Sir Francis

Drake, were the next Europeans who vifited thefe iflands; and the natives, being difgufted

with the infol^nce and^ cr^ielty of the Portuguefe government, warmly folicited our coun-

trymen to open a trade'with tljrm. But the Dutch having thrown off the rigour of the

Spanid) yoke,, and eftablifhed an admirable fyftem of commerce, next found the way to'

thefe delightful regions, trading for fome time with the natives in the faireft: and moft

liberal manner; till, at length, in 1605, having fully confirmed their government in Europe,

and extended their views, th. v '-ccame too powerful for the Portuguefe in India, and after

fuccefsfully attacking their forces, made themfelves mafters of the Moluccas, and began

to monopolize the whole fpice fradc, and even to treat the Englifli (to whom they owed
their exiftence as a nation) with great infclencc.' But, in fpite of f '.1 oppofition, aided by

the voluntary concurrence of the natives themfelves, we eftablifhed a few feitlements; and

a treaty was afterwards entered into with the Dutch, in which a very difadvantageous par-
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tition ofthe trade was confirmed to us. But though this treaty wtM ratified by the rtipreme

powers of both countries, and it's violation was confequently an infradion of the law of
nations, the Dutch', in 1622, formed a moft diabolical plot} in which they charged the
Englifh With a confpiracy to furprize their principal fort at Amboyna, and with an inhu.
manity at which barbarians would revolt, tortured them into a falfe confeffion of intentiona

that never exifted, and expelled every furvivor of their farage cruelty from the Moluccaa
for ever. That the fpirit of the Bntifli nation ihould have ifuiFeicd tj^is vnaflacre to pafs

untevenged, it' contradi<£tory to our well known chancier; yet it ftilt remains uaf:haftifed»

and throwsi an indelible ftigma on the national courage at that period.

The Dutch having thus, with the bafeft ingratitude* and the utmoft cruelty, freed thein<

felves from every rival in this valuable branch of commerce, have been ftill fortunate

enough to retain their acquifitions, which are extremely valuable from their produce,

though the climate is unwholefome, and produAttre of variou.<$ fatal difeafes.

The principal of thefe iflands are Ternale, 7'ydore, Machian, Motyr, Bachian, Am-
boyna, Gilolo, Banda, and Celebes; fome of which are extremely well fortiiied,compleatly

garrifoned, and fuppofed to be impregnable.

Amboyna is the center of the doVe trade; and for it's more efieAual confinement to

' that fpot, all the clove-trees in the adjacent iilands are deftroyed. The clove-tree in it's

growth refembles the laurel; but the leaves, which, with the very Wood, tafte as ftrong as

the cloves themfelves, are confiderably narrower. Thefe trees, which are full of branches,

produce a great number of flowers, each covering a clove, which is at firft white, then

green, and at laft red. Their fmell, while growing, is exquifitely fragrant and refrelhing.

Banda, the chief of the Banda iflands, lies twenty leagues from Amboyna. This ifland

is the native place of the nutmeg-tree, which refembles our pear-tree, though the leaves

are fhorter, rounder, and more like thofe of the peach. It bears fruit.three times a year;

that is to fay, in April, Auguft, and December; but the earlieft crop is the moft luxuriant

and beft. The nutmeg, at it's full growth, is about the fize of a walnut, and is covered

with a thtelc (hell, that falls ofFof itfelf as the fruit advances to maturity; and under this

there is a iktn of a fine fcarlet colour, and very fragrant fmell, which likewife drpps off

from the nutmeg, and is that well-known fpice, called mace, the appearance of which is

fucceeded by the fruit, with a fmall bud on the top of a very beautiful appearance.

But though the Banda iflands, which confiftofLantor,Polefon,Rofinging,PooI6way,and

Gonapi, are principally celebrated for their fpices, many of them are by no means deftitute

of delicious fruits, and other valuable productions, which would alone render them well

worthy the foftering hand of commerce. The ifland of Pooloway, in particular, is repre-

fented as a perfe£l paradife, abounding not only with nutmegs, but alfo with the choiceft

fruits, flowers, and every beauty that propitious nature can beftow. The natives of thefe

iflands ufe the Malayan tongue, and are partly Mahometans, partly Pagansj their princi-

pal food is fago, which is produced here in great plenty*
rift

CHAP.
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THE ifland of' Celebes, or Macairar,\^h'ich, in a |;eneral view, m&y be confldered as one

of the ^picelfla^ds, is five hiiodred miles fong, and two hundred b|-oad. It lies under

tihe ec^uatpr, at the diftancepf oqehMndred andTixty leagues from Qataviaj and though the

Dutch have a fortification on the iil^nd, the internal part is governed by three kings, the

chief of whom refides in the town of MacafTar, who might eafily drive the Dutch from

this fituation, were they not perpetually at war with each other. The chief produce

IS pepper, opium, and a yari<?ty ojF'fubtfle poifowsj, the ftifdjf pf whi?ljija$te|[
'IS'^^M .*Ni

natives have reduced to a' fcjfBce,'''^,, !

'.^ ,

'
.

\-
, '.,

: )"> r'-.f^j i
' -

In this, and almoft all.the other pH.eh^iM tilands, the titoufes are raifeJ on poiis, and are

only acceflible by ladders, drawn "up at night, for their fecurity againft venomous reptiles.

The inhabitants, whofe port of Jampoden is the moi^ .capacious in that part of the world,

carry 00 a confiderable trade with the Chinefe. . .

:ni X'^'"'in

isc* oj.r;Ir..ri *';n ifuHi .• :: •.•1.;

'

( : ij;:-' :.',r.\1 - .1 , !?:ior I*:!d

^
SUNDA ISLANDS.

CHAP. VUL

THE Sunda iflands, which are fituated in the Indian Ocean, between ninety-three and

one hundred and twenty degrees of eaft longitude, and between eight degrees north

and eight degrees foutlf latitude, comprehend the very capital iflands of Borneo, Sumatra,

and' Java, befides fome of inferior confequencej among which are Bally; Lamboe, and

Banca.

Borneo, the largeft of the Sunda iflands, is amazingly extenfive; being eight hundred

miles long, and feven hundred broad, and was difcovered by the Portuguefe in the year

This country is almoft every day refrefhed with fhowers and cool breezes, a circum-

fiai^ce which renders the heat more tolerable than niight from it's fituation be expected;

but the foil is in many places a continued fcetid mcrrafs, for fome hundred miles together}

which, added to the exceffive heavy rains in the wet feafon, renders this ifland inimical to

health, and is particularly fatal to European conftitutions. It produces, however, rice,

cotton, canes, pepper, camphire, tropical fruits, gold, and precious Hones } and thefe v'alu^

able commodities tempt the heart of avarice to brave the dangers pf the climate,, and to

riik even life itfelf for their attainment.

The moft ufeful animals in Borneo are elephants, horfes, oxen, deer, and goats.

Befides which, there are amy wild bcafts, fuch as bears, tygers, wi monkiesi but of all

,.:'} ill •;iul'}^ R
[
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the various fpecles of monkies, in this or any other part of the world, the ourane-outanff
or man of the wood, moft refcmbles the human race. This creature is about fix feet hiuh*
at it's full growth, and walks upright; it has nd haiJ on it*i body except where it is found
on the human fpecies, is very ftrong and nimble, and will defend itfclf with fpirit when
iittackcd. Some of them have been caught, and have in time become very tame and fcnfi-

old, it was ftronger than any man on board th< ihip. Ofte orthefe crcatui'es M^as diftcfted;

at Oxford by Dr. Tyfon, and in the formation of it's various organs proved it's affinity ta
the rational creation.

• <
'-"

'
...ij... i-:. ;iv.MM?^.,5!«;... .;,,,;,, /

The Byayos, or original Inhabitants, are'futjeft'to. mk'njr petty icings of their own and
inhabit the lealt accefliblc mOuntaiiis; they^e a moral, eha(^e, and iAoiFenfive, people

and extremely facial with each other.. The /e^-coaAs are Tnhaibited by lilalayan Moors
who are governed by Mahometan princes

j,
l^ut the religion of tbe.ifland is amixtufeof

Paganifm and Mahometaniim. ? >

' The Sultan of Catongee, a city which lleS about one hundred leaigues'up the river Han-
jar, is faid to be the moft powerful prince in this country^ his roidni of audience and enter-

tainment for foreigners is exceedingly magnificent.

As this ifland has hitherto had the good fortune to remain unbridled by European efta-

blilhments, it's trade is open to all nations, and it's harbdurs, particularly thofe of fianjar,

Mafleen, Succadana, and Borneo, are much frequented by adventurers.

The Chinefe are the only people in this ifland who keep (hops, and retail goods.

Diamonds and gold may be bought here togreat^adv^tage, as.wcU as dragon's blood,,

the beft monkey-bezoar, and camphire.
, t f.^-. 7 ,.'/.-, '•

'

' .

Sumatra is bounded by Malacca on the,nofth, Borneo on tne*eaft, and Java on the

Ibuth-eaft, from which 'aft it is feparated by the ftraits of Sunda, and by the Indian Ocean

en the weft. It is of an oblong form, and is divided into two equal parts by the equator,,

^eing about one thoufand miles long, and one hundred broad. '

^

The air of this ifland is moift and unwHolefome} and, during the weftern monfooiis,

the rains that fall here are attended with more tremendous thunder and lightning than in

any other.part of the globe: but, to counterbalance in fame meafure the malignity of the

clinute, this ifland abounds with fuch quantities of gold, that it has,, by many of the

learned, been conjeflured to be the Ophir of the Sacred Writings. The moft valuable

gold mines are fuppofed to l>e in Tome mountains in the interior psfrt of the ifland; but no

European is known to have penetrated far enough into the country to difcover them, and.

the inhabitants of the coafts, who firft purchafe this precious article of the mountaineers,

propagate a report that they are the ihofl barbarous and inhuman of cannibals; probably,

to deter ftrangers from attempting to villt thiem. All forts of precious ftor.i s, tropical

fruits, and many hortulane productions, are produced in great plenty; but ;jef per is the

moft valuable plant, with refpe£l to commerce, which this ifland produces. This fruit

grows on a thorny tree which runs up to a confiderable height, in clufters almofc as large

as a bunch of grapes. In the month of April the pepper-plant has ufually a white flower^

whick
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which knots !n June, anJ is in December perfc£lly ripe. Thefe plantations arc kept ex-

crfllvrly neat, and attended to with the utnnoft vigilance and induftry.

In this, as well as in mod of the other oriental iflands^ there are two diftinfl fpecies of inha-

bitants: the original natives, who pofTefs the mountains and internal part of the country; and

the Malayan Moors, who occupy the fea>coafts. Th( religion is likewife difFcrcntj as the

mountaineers are Pagans, while the reft of the inhabitants profefs Mahometanifm, though

they are not very zealous devotees of their great prophet.

The moft confiderablc port of this ifland is Achen^ the capital of a kingdom of the fame

itame, which is fltuated at the north-weft extremity of Sumatra, near a delightful rivulet

about half a league from the Tea. This city, which is built in an oval form, about a mile

and a half in circumference, and contains near eight thoufand houfetf, is the reftdencc of

the King of Achen, the moft potent prince in this country, whofe revenues are immenfely

great.

The fouthern part of the ifland is under the jurifdi^tton of feveral petty princes, whofe

feparate forces are very inconfiderable, and have been often driven from their fettlements by

the Engliih and Dutch} both which nations have eftablifhed fonae valuable, factories on

this part of the iflahd.

The £ngli(h eftabiiihment of Bencoolen, which is fituated on the fouth-weft coaft of

Sumatra, in three degrees ten minutes fouth latitude, and one hundred and three degrees

eaft longitude from London, was our principal factory on this ifland for many years ; till

it's unhealthy fituation proving fatal to numbers, and the feverity and ill conduct of the

company's fervants having exafperated the natives to .threaten their deftru£lion, they re-

moved to a rifmg ground, about three miles* to the fouthward of Bencoolen, and ere£led a

ilrong fortification in a very (alubrious air, to which they gave the name of Fort Marl-

borough.

The hStory at Sillebar is about ten miles to the fouthward of Bencoolen, where a fmali

colony detached from Fort Marlborough reflde, to colledi the pepper in that quarter : be-

fides thefe, we have fettlements at Lattoun, Bentall, and Mocho-Mocho.

The Dutch have alfo feveral fa£lories on' this ifland, particularly on a part of the coaft

of Sumatra, called th^ Gold Coaft ^ their principal fettlements are Padang, PuUambpin,

Jambay, Slack, and Bancalts.

:

<

Java, which is fcparated from Sumatra at the weft end by the famous Straits of Sunda,

is a very con'fiderableJfland, principaUy.in .the, poflfeffion of the Dutch: it is beautifully

diverftiied with woods, rivers, and mountains, and produces not only every neceflary of

life, but a large peoportion of thofe valuable commodities which conftitute the commerce

t>f this country. . But though nature has in general been liberal, ihe has in one particular

proved unfavoufahle, as well to this as.to all the other Sunda iflands» which are wholly

deftitute of wholefome and palatable water.

To enumerate the various produAions of this ifland would be only to repeat what has

been already mentioned in the two laft defcribed. The Dutch have ere£led a kind of com-

mercial empire in Java, the capital of which is Batavia, a fine and populous city»

pleafantly iltuated at the mouth of the river Jacatra, and fuiniihed with one of the moft;

7 £ commodious

IJ -•
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commodious harbours in the univerfc. This city is furrounded with a ftrong rampart
twenty-one feet broad, ftccd with ftone,and fortified with twenty-two baftions) the ram-
part being encompafTed by a wide and deep ditch, and every acceflible place defended with
brafs cnnnon. The town itfelf is built in the Dutch ftilo of architeAure, and is about a
league and ? half in circumference} but the fuburbt are faid to be ten times more populous
than the city itfelf.

The governor-general of the Indies, whofe palace is built of brick, with a very fupcrb

front in the Indian ftilc, rcftJes at fiitravia; When he appears in public he is attended uy
his guards and officers, with a fplendor fuperior to any European monarch:^ and he receives

every regal honour, and' is as defpotic in his government as the moft abfolute prince } but

to check, in fome meafuro, the infolence which fuch unlimited power mightpo/Iibly pro*

duce in thehuman mind, the governor is liable to be removed by the court of diredors at

home; and, in cafe of trcafon, or other enormous crimes, the council of juftice may fecure

his perfon> and call him to a moft fevcre account. His regular ftipcnd is eight hundred

rix-doliars a month, and five hundred more are allowed for his table by the company, who
alfo pay the falaries of his- houOioidt but thefe appointments bear no- proportion to his

other lawful advantages; which are, indeed, fo immcnfe, that, with this faireft' charaAer

and moft- undifturbed confcicnce, he may amafs a princely, ibrtune in a very few years.

The citadel commands the town alid fuburbs, which are inhabited by perfons of almoft

every nation: the Chinefe, in particular, aro computed at one hundred thoufand^

though thirty thoufand of this lad people were barbaroufly murdered in 1740, by order of

the Dutch governor, without the fmalleft imputationofany crime that could be proved againft

them. This malTacre was t(>o (hocking fbr the hardened feelings of the Dutch themfelvcs

publicly to allow, who affected' to punifli the governor; but bis (ate; is.as little known as

thr original caufe of this inhuman flaughter. The g^rrifon amounts to three thoufand

nir,-n, and about fifteen thoufand more are quartered in the fuburbt utd other parts of the

ifland;

The company's fhips fail from Batavia five times a year; the firft fquadronfor Europe,

fcldom exceeding fix failj leaves this port in-January, the fecond in March, the third in

July, thc-fourth in September^ and the Sfth-in Oi^ober^ In ihort, all the fhips from the

Dutch £aft India pofTeflions, except from Mocha, in Arabia F«elix,niuft touch at Batavia

before they proceed on their voyage to Europe.
,

Br.ntam', which is another very con&drrable Dutch towii and fettlement in Javaj wa9

formerly twelve miles in circumference; but having now lofl the greatefl.part of it's com

p

mcrcc, it is chiefly remarkable for the flrong fort and garrifon flill kept up by the .Dutch,

and for being the rrfidenccof the king of this part of the country,, who- has alfo a fort and

a numerous garrifon for his perfonal protection. The only commodityof this place is

pepper, of which article near ten thoufand tons- are annually exported. 1 I ; . .

Thu vihcr factories of the Dutch aro Cheriboni Japara, anil Palamboan*

' 9k<> U/.^f iiuUf. h. bijjvwji' ^^^ ^-
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CHAP. IX.
<

ANDOMAN AND NICODAR ISLANDS.

THE An<!oinaa and Nicobar iflands^ which lie near the entrance of the Bay of Bengal,

are only valuable for the frefli provifions and tropical ^Vuits with which velluls ar«

fupplicd on their voyage. No- Europeaa nation has ever attempted to imku a futtlement

on thefc illand9» at they appear incapable of producing any articles fufliciently ^vlluring to

inflame the breaft of avarice; being in general over-run with woods, and wholly dcftituti;

of tKbfe richi minea, and odoriferous groves which prove the bane of the unhappy naiivts

wherever they ace found.

The inhabitants are a well-madtf people, with dark tawny complexion*, and of difpo-

fitions per&^y meek, hartnlefs, and friendly. They are ubferved tofrafUfe very few of

the exteriors of religion^ only paying, a kind of adoration to particular cavuk dug out of the

rocks, and exprefling the utmoft demonftrations ofjoy at tlie appearance of the laoon, which
4$ for this reafon fuppofed to be their chief deity.

' ' is EM'
lily*
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C H A P. X.
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* G E Y L O N. I

THE ifland of Ceylon, which is fitnated between the fixth and tenth degrees of north lati-

tude, and between the fcventy-ninthand eighty-fecond of eaA longitude from London^

near Cape Como'rin on the coaft of Coromandel, is two hundred and fifty miles long, and

two hundred broadi.

This delightful place, efteemed'tobe natorally the richeft and fined in riie world, was

f rft di(V:overed by the Portuguefe, who took pofleffion of it in 1506^ and from which they

for fome titnedrew confiderableemoliimefttl But the Dutch, with their uAial rapacity,

envying advantages of whtcfa they were hot fullered to partake, foon formed a deCgn to ex<-

termiiiatc every European rival from Ceylon, as theybad before frt»m ftvdraf othieropiontal

Iflands. This they etk&eif after a- long and' obftinate conteft; in which the King of

Candi, by whom they were regarded as allies, granted them every affiftance; but the natives

'pref(^ntly difcovering that they had only exchanged one yoke for another, hufftilitiM #ere,

for more than a century, conftantly kejit up between them; till, at lengthy a fomiali peace

was ratified, from '^hkh the D'utcH derived the greatcft advantages, being permitted to

extend their trade vt'ftWbwt teftri£tion to every part of the ifland, and enjoy the entire com-

merce of the whole country, on paying a ftipulated annual fum.

This ifland, which is for the moft part covered with fragt-ant woods and groves-, and

Weltered by ftveral fine ravers, flowing froia the mountains with inconceivable rapidity,

* "'
produces
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produces all fort* of the moft delicious tropical fruits, the fincft cinnamon, ton- pepper
cotton, filk, tobacco, ebony, mu(k, falt-petrc, fulphur, cryftal, gold and fiivcr, and almulk
every precious (lone except diamonds.

There are liitewife fi(h and fowl in abundance j and, befides the nuadrspcds common to

other countries, there are many peculiar to this. The tame elephants of Ceylon, in par-

tlcular, are held in the higheft eftimation, not only on account of their extraordinary fize

colour, and the beauty of their ivory, but alfo from their remarkable docility, of which
tnftances are recorded that almoft furpafs belief.

The ants of Ceylon are the moft noxious infers with which it is infefted, devouring

every thing within their reach i fomcof it's fcrpents are likcwife of a monftrous appearance

aod very venomous nature.

Ceylon is the original place of the growth of cinnamon, from which the Dutch reap fuch

extraordinary profit. This tree, which has a large root, and grows to the height of forty

or Bfty feet, is divided into feveral branches, covered with a bark of a greyifh brown on
the outfide, and a reddiOi caft within. The flowers are fmall and white, and the fruit,

which is fhaped like an acorn, when boiled in water, yields an oil that fwims on the fur-

face, and hardens, whsn cold, into a white inflammable fubftance refembling tallow,

which, from it's fragrance, is made into candles for the ufe of the King of Ceylon. The
under-bark is the only valuable part of the tree, which is feparated from the outer

in the fpring, when the Tap flows copioufly, and being cut into thin flices, and expofed to

the fun, it curls up in drying: and though the tree, when ftripped of it's bark, naturally

decays, frefh ihoots continue to fpring up from it's roots. The befl cinnamon is known

by it's finenefs, fmoothncfs, deep yellow cdour, fragrant aromatic fmell, and poignant

agreeable tafle.

The natives, who are called Cinglafles, are well-'fliaped, of a middle ftature, and have

long black hair; their features are far from being difagrceable, and their c 'olexions,

though dark, are rather pleafing. They pdflTefs a confiderable fharc of per courage,

quicknefs of apprehenfion, ingenuity, and complacency, and are very tem^ 'n their

manner of living. Extreme fuperftrtion feems to be the chief foible of this people;

which,, indeed, they carry to fuch extravagant and even unnatural lengths, that if in the

morning they fiiift fee a white man, or 9 pregnant woman, it is confidereda; the luckiefl:

omen; but if they happen to fneeze, it' is held to foretel fonte calamity; and, on the birth

of a child, the-ftftrologer is always copfulted to knpw whether, it com^siqto the world un-

der an aufpicioMS planet, wbofe prediction either faves the child^ or fcrves as a plea fur

it's being sleftroyed or defertpd.

.

,

'

;
,

Their language, whic)> is peculiar to themfelves, is faid tabe copious, fmooth, and

clegaitt, and particularly adapted for compliments and civility.

Their edifices are generally mean, their towns very irregularlj^n^ru^ted, and their

i«irpjture is proportionably humble :. theJtmplex mtinditiis may, hovifsv.er, juftly be applied

to this people, both in their drefs and accommodations.

The /King of Candi, who. pofTefTes all the interior part of the ifland, is a very defpotic

.fover«ign, and is JTcodcied fgimidable to bis fubjeC^s, from being theabfolute arbiter of
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tkeSr pofleAont, their aAIoni, and their livei. He refidei at his palice, near the town of

Digligineur, in the moft retired and inacceiEble part of the mountains) and is attended in

public by a numerous body of guards, and every emblem of regal pomp: for the fupport

of which his revenues are perfeAly adequate, even though he (hould claim no more than is

ufually granted} but his exigencies are the only bounds of his fuppliei, for all his wantk,

his wiihes, and his pafltons, muft be gratified without murnHiritig.

The Cinglafles pay adoration to one fupreme Deity, the Creator of Heaven and Earth;

but they implore alfo the interpofition of their faints and heroes, whom they fuppofe to be

ininiftering fpirits of the Great Creator, They have, befides, various idols of monftrous

forms, compofed of different nietals, and a number of temples creAed to a tutelary deity

called Buddore.

This people can fcarcely be faid to be commercially connected with any other nation

than the Dutch, whofe Eaft India Company are not only polTefled of all the fea-coaft, but

likewife of ten or twelve leagues up the country; and they preferve a good underftmding

Mrith the king, by annually fending him what heconfiders as very ineftimable prefents, for

vrhich they ufually receive, in return, articles of ten times the value.

The chief faftories of the Dutch, in Ceylon, are Punto de Galo and Columbo; which

laft is the refidence of the govcraoi' and bis council} well fortified, and aboat a mile long

and thicc quarters broad, -i ••" •'.-'.»{-•-*'•..['•". »
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CHAP. XL

MALDIVES.

THE Maldives, or Maldivia Iflands, lie off CapeComorin, and extend from feven

d^rees twenty minutes north, to one degree fouth latitude; but are in no place

snore than forty leagues broad. The immenfe number of fmall iilands within this com>

paffs, cannot be afcertained; the prince, who exercifes his fovereignty over them all, is

called Sultan of Thirteen Provinces and Twelve Thoufand Iflands. But there is certainly

moch exaggeration in this founding title, and many of the real iflands are uninhabited; fome

being only flu£tuating hills of fand, and barren rocks, and the very largeft, called Male,

where the king ufually refides, is no more than a kague and a half in circuntference.

Thefe iilands are very fertile in millet, pulfe of various kinds, and cocoa-nuts; and a»

this laft article is fufficient for all the real exigencies of raatu, the expence of living is very

inconfiderable.

The natives are of an olive complexion and finall ftature, but well (haped; they are faid

to excel in manufactures, in literature, and iciences, and to have a particular efteem for

aftronomy. They arc of the Mahometan religion *, and thofe who have vifited Mecca, have

the privilege of wearing long beards, as marks of fuperior (an£iity.

Thefc iflands were firft difccvered in the year 1507, by the Portuguefc, who were per-

oiitted to ctoCt a fortified maga &inc, as they called it, at Malci but the natives foon per«

7 F , cciving
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ceiving that the intention was to rule over them, and to regulate their edmmerce at thet^<

own difcrction, fudcienly Attacked the forty and at once exterminated the Por^iguefe.

BOMB AY. - crt nohs-toB* '
, . > ^^ff

C H A P. XII.

THE iflind of Bombay, which is fituated near the weftern coaft of India, inninetecn

degrees of northern latitude, and feventy-two of caAern L igitude from Loqdon, is.

about twenty miles in circumference. This ifland was transferred to the Englifl)^ by the '

King of Portugal, as part of the dowry of the InfantA Catbarinei, ^een of Charles II< jin

the year 1662. •
, . ,

Bombay, though lying within the tropics^ is by no means unfavourable to European

conftitutioiiSi cfpccially where temperance prefides, and a moderate atten.:ion is exerted to

prcfci vc the body from the influence of thofe noxious dews which arife during the night.

It produces vaft (quantities of cocoa* rice, and various fruitf common to the climate^

The chief town is Bombay,, w)vi5:h is aboitt a mile k>og, and from it's fortifications aiKl|

fituation is efteemed a place of as n.uchf^rength ^* ^ny in the poflei£oi^^f the £j^liih £a(l

India Company; it is governed by a prefident and council, fubordinate to the com^iany,

and is inhabu^d by Lngiiih^ Portuguefe, and Moors.

CHAP. XIIL

NEW HOLLAND. ,^,^ ,,„

NEW HoUimd appears to be by far the largeft ifland in the wt>rT<I, extending

eleven to thirty-eight degrees of fouth latitude, and k'i length, which was traverfed-

by Captain Cook, being near two thoufand miles; fo that it's f<^re furface muft.be more;

than the whole continent of Europe. The Spaniardt, who iiithe laft century difcovered pnrt

of it's coaft, concluded it to be the ihore of fome v;ift continent* bttt our enterprixing and

immortal Captain Cook iirft determined it's form and extent. From the prodigious fize

of this ifland,.it's foil and climate muft be exceedingly•various; yet it may in general be

pronounced rather a barren than a fertile countiy, being in many places covered with loofc

funds, morai&s, and chains of rocks; though itproduces .great plenty of wood,, and fome

plants which might enrich the coLleAion of the moft curious botanift, but lew are of tlie

efculentkind.

The only remarkable quadruped is a bcaft calkrd the Kmgaroo, about the flxe of a fbecp^

whofc fore legs are o»ly eight or nifie inches long, and k's hinder ones twenty-two;

the pro^^rcfs v{ this animal is by leaps of great len|.th» in an erefl pofturc, and it is reckoned

cxcclU'ir food. '

,j< '. .o!,* <- Fowl*



CKEW? HOKI^IANO.I m
Fowls of every fpecies, as well as anima!*, are exceedingly fcarce; but the fca is fuffici-

ently bountiful to recompence the deficiency on land, fupplying the inhabitants with im-

menfe quantities of fifli of various fpecies, as v/e)i as incredible numbers of the fineft green

turtles in the world.

This vaft ifland is but thinly peopled, nothing that could be called at /n or village

living ever beon difcovered. The inhabitants live in tbi: humbJcil manner, in ill-conftni^oi^

huts : they are a olean-Iimbed, a£live people, with chocolate C' mplfxions, :ind tolemblc

^ood feature^ but they feem not toha<e the fmallefl notion of traffic, being oply attached

to the paltry V-ubles with which they adorn themfelves, and which co«iftitute their prin-

cipal ^re^jCure. Tbf fciences are whoUy unknown aouuig tbcQii ami evcfii't mechanic^

they make tjhe moft WTCtched &^e of any nation cvc^ ye^.difcovcred.

Their warlikf; weapons are ipears or lances,, pointed with boae, and b^bedj and th<:y

ufe a target or «bield compofed of the bark of a tree, of which likewife their canoes iue

conftrufted.'
:,«;a ^i,5^uru l.«

.hC IJ. J ,- • ii -..'.J no ,i i 'I .i.';i'i
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NEW GUINEA.

NEW CJuinca was foi- ages Aippofed to be the nop^ coaft of a vaft continent joined

to New Holland; till Captain Cook difcovered aftrait between them, through which

he failed, and found it to be a very Ic^g; narroyf i^^tid, ^tending north-eaft from the

fecond degree of fouthcrn latitude to the twelfth, and from one hundred and thirty-one to

one hundred and fifty degt^s of eadern longitude, though in one part at leaft it is only

about fifty miles broad. 1 his country, which was firftvifired by an European ftiip in 1529,

from it'splcafing mixture of hills and val lies, woods and lawns, furniihcs many delightful

profpeiHs-fponi the fea. The natives, who refcmble the New Hollanders, go perfectly

naked} and the-yroduAions of the country are fimilar tothofe of the other South Sea iflaiijds,'

fcj^-t.jil: m vj.l I .itbiid;! j wuuii
-
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C H A P. XV.

NEW BRITAIN.

^TEW Britain, which lies in the fourth degree fouth latitude, and aoq hundred and.

» fi(ty-fecond .degree ea^ longitude, wus firft diitovercd to be an i|la«d by p,»mipipr,

wiio failed thritiigh a ftrait that ^ivid^-s it irqm New (guinea; and Captain ^^K^ret, in

i'';67, failinnj through another ftraic co the north, foiind it fcporatcd from a long iiland, to

which he gave the iwme of New IreUnd. It docs not appear to be of any great extent)

but is well cloa'thcd with fine trees, which being interfpcrfed with agreeable favannahs,give

it an appearance of luxuriance und f; lility. Eaitward of New Britain, and in both the

ftcaics ab«y/emcntioned, arc many liule iilands, fomc of thcni exceedingly fertile, and

abounding with cocoas and plautans.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVI.

. ,. . ::..,. -NEW ir^:land. '.
;. '^i.!^.••

NEW Ireland is abdut two hundred and feventy miles in liength, but ih geiferal'

very narrow, and feparated from Kew Britain by a ftrait Which Captain Carteret'

named St. George's Channel. This ifland produces cocoa-trees» betel-nut-trees, canes,

bamboos, palms, and aloes » with a variety of plants and flirubs unknown to our difCQver-

ers. In the woods there «t parrots, pigeons, rooks, and, ahidn^'maiiy other unknown'

fpecies, a large bird with black plumage, whofe note refembles the barking of 1 dog.

The inhabitants are a gentle, inofEmfive people, and fond of beads and trinkets, which

conftitute their fole drefs. Some of their canoes are ingenioufly excavated from lai*ge'tree$«^

and meafure ninety feet in length.

Near New Ireland, on the north-weft. Captain Carteret difcovered a dufter of iflands,

confifting of about thirty, lying omtiguous to each other} all of which, except the largefV,

called New Hanover, he diftinguiiiied by the general appellation of the Admiralty Iflands.

CHAP. XVII.

NEW HEBRIDES.
/ Ji

TH^ New Hebrides confiftof a dufter of iflands, which were firft Ceea by the Spaniii

navigator Quiros, in 1606, who named them Tiem del Efpiritu Santoj from which

time, till the year 1769, this land was fuppofed to form a part of the chimerical Terra

Incogniu Auftralis, when this opinion was folidly confuted by Captain Cook, in the

Endeavour. ,In bis fecond voyage, in the Refolution, he made' a very accurate furvey of
Chefe iflands, and gave them the general name of the New Hebrides. They are fituated

between the latitudes of fourteen degrees twenty-nine minutes, and twenty d^rees four

minutes fouth; and between one hundred and fixty-fix degrees forty-one minutes, and one

hundred and feventy degrees twenty-one minutes eaft longitude} and are reckoned to be

about eighteen in number; one of which is a volcano, and in the night of the 5th of Au-
guft 1774, threw up vaft quantities of fire and fmoke, attended with a loud rumbling noiffj.

refembling thunder.

The natives go perfedly naked, except a fmall piece of cloth like a wrapper, and are in

general the moft diminutive, deformed race of mortals to be Seen in any part of the globe,

having few of the paffions natural to humanity, and being almoft deftitute of diat curioflty

and admiration which is obferved to be prevalent in the difpefitions of the moft barbarous

nations.
''
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C H A P. X\1II.

NEW CALEDONIA.

N£.W Cale()pi}ia, w,as firft (Jjfcovered by Captain Cook» in 1774. It lies near the,

New Hebrides, an4 extends from nineteen degrees thirty-fevcn minutes, to twenty

r

two degrees thirty minutes fouth; and from one '. mdred and fixty-thrcc degrees thirty-

feven minutes to; one hundred and - flxty-fcven degrees fourteen minutes caft longitude^

bei|)g about eighty-feven leagues long, but it's greateft breadth does not exceed t^n leagues.

This is, one of the mpft unprpliiic iflands within the, tropics; it's inhabitants are very

tall, ftoutt and.fwarthyt;an(| the women perform all the laborious offices.

. There are two fmaU ifland$ ?t a few leagues diftance froip New Caledonia, one of which

Captain Cook named 4he Botany Ifland, and the other the lile of Pines.

' '1 :-',}

.oii'.iuuv fsi bg<

CHAP. XIX.

NE'W ZEALAND.'*''f^»J-'i.vKi;fc..'
... '

. . r I- : :• V i'^ . ,

NEW Zealand was firft difcovered by the Dutch in 1642, who gave it the name of

Staten Ifland, but in the Britifli maps and charts it has been generally diftinguiflied

by that of New Zealand} and was fuppofed to form a part of the great fouthern con-

tinent, till Captain Cook failed round it, and found it to cotifift of two large iflands, fcpa-

rated by a ftrait about four leagues broad, which lie between thirty-fuur and forty-eight

degrees fouth latitude, and between one hundred and nxty-Hx and one hundred and eighty

degrees eaft longitude from Greenwich. The moft northern part of thefe iflands appears

to be a barren country, and thinly inhabited; the other has a more fertile afpedl, it's moun-

tains are cloathed with woods, and it's vallies plentifully fupplied with fine rivulets. The
foil of thefo iflands feems well calculated for producing every fpecies of European grain,

plants, and fruits} though at prefent, in it's natural ftatc, it is but very indifferently

furniflied with any vegetable productions. Yams, fweet potatoes, .nnd cocoas, are culti-

vated for food, as well as a plant refembling our flag, the fibres of which arc converted into

garments, lines, and con)^} and as this plant appears to be far fuperior in quality to our

flax or hctxupt it might prove of more real benefit to this country, could it be thoroughly in-

troduced) than the produ£iions of all the iflands which our circumnavigators have difcovered

fur a century paft. With a view* to this important advantage. Captain Furneaux brought

over a foiall quaiuity t^S the feed of this plant, which was fown in Kew Garden; but

though, either from want of care or ^ill,the whole unfortunately failed it.ought not to

deter us from future experiments.

Nature has given thefe iflands no other quadrupeds than dogs and rats, and with the

fame parfunpnious hand has (he dealt out the race of birds and infe£ts} but the feas teem

with abundance of the moft delicious fi(h, many of them fimilar to thofc of Europe.

7 G The



S7« ASIATIC ISLANDS.
The New Zcalanders arc equal in ilaturc to any nation in Europe; their complexions

are not much deeper than thofe of the Spaniards, their h»ir and beards are black their

teeth white and extremely regular, and their whole features naturally agreeable. Both
fexes disfigure themfelves by pricking the ikin in various figures, on feveral parts of the

body, with a fmall inttrument, the teeth of which are dipped into a mixture rvfembling

lamp-black: ;his is called tattowing, and confidered M highly ornamental) it gives them,

however, Aich a terrific afpcA, particularly the aged, that if * few of them were to be
unexpectedly introduced among us, they would rather be ranked as infernals, tbani as any*

part of the human fpecies.

Both men and women bore their ears large enough to admit one bf their fingers, and in

thefe holes they fix fome kind of ornament, or fu.'pend by a ftring either the teeth and naila

of their deceafed relations, or any other article efleemed curious or Valuable among them.

I'heir perfonal cleanlinefs deferves but little commendation; for by anoiiiting their hair

with the molten fat of fiflies, and finearing and painting their bodies, their faiell is in gene^

ral as offenfive as that of the Hottentots. is
^ • 'f

'

In their drefs, which is commonly compoTed of the flags before-mientioned, they make a

very uncouth appearance; but the pride of finery confifts in the /kins of dogs, vi4)ich they

difpofe in a very ingenious and pleafing manner.

The flefb of dogs, bred for the purpofe, is their ordinary food, and the roots of fiern ferve

them for bread; but what muft 1^1 every Chriftian wjth horror, is the circumftance of their

eating the carcafles of their enemies flain in battle; a faA which, for the honour of human
nature, we coutd wifh to deny, did it not feem too well authenticated to admit the pof-

f.bi)ity of a doiibt.

Their villages are all fortified, being built on the tops of precipices^ wafhed by the fea,

^nd lecurecf on the land- fide by deep ditches and ftrong pallifodes, where a few men may
eafiiy defend themfelves againft a great number. Yet rt is remarkable, that though thefe

wretched people liVe in a continual ftate of hoftiltties,. they have not a fingle miffive wea-

pon, except the lance; which is fourteen or fifteen feet long, pointed at both ends, and

fometisjes headed with bone. They throw their darts and ftoneS by the hand alone; but

thefe are only ufed when they are befieged. Their battles commence with a long and a
dance : the former being wild, but not diiagreeable, and every ftrain ending in a leud and

d.ccp bgh, which they utter in concert; and the latter confiftin^ in a varietyof violent

motions and frightful contortions. .
-f .mu.

The ingenuity of the New Zealanders is principally apparent In their 1>oats;, fome of

which are near feventy ^t long, and. capable of carrying a hundred men. Their language

and religious notions bear fo ftrong kn affinity to thofe of Otaheite> hereafter to be noticed,

that a defcription of the one may very well ferve for both, and it will accerdihgly be given

in our account of that ifland.

New 2Iealand has proved fatal to almoil evcfy European nation that has been unfor-

tunate enough to vifu it. Abel Janfen Tafinan, the Dutch navigator, who firft difcoveted

ir, bad four uf his men maiTacred by the natives ix^ 1642; in 1772, two French (loops

were driven by diftrefs into a bay in this country, when the commdore, M. Dufrefne,and

twcnty>eight of his men were furprifcd and murdered; and foon after this laft cataftrophe»

Captain
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Captain Furneaux, lying oiT this ifland in the Adventure, fent his cutter with ttn men up
a creek to wood and water, who likewife fell victims to thefe horrid favages,

C H A P, XX.
I. . . . r,

'

FRIENDLY ISLANDS.

TH^ Friendly Iflandt derive their appellation! as well from that mutual harmony -

which fubfifts among the inhabitants, as from their kindnefs and hofpitality

to 0:raii2,^rs, Tafman, the famous Dutch navigator, firft touched at thefe iflands in 1643;

but thi;y wexe. never fully explored till the year 1773, 'vhen Captain Cook, with indefati-

gable labQ^ir, faikd rpuivl.the whole dufter, and found it to conilft of more than twenty

iflands) which, widi a number of fand-banks and breakers, compofis a groupe extending

about thriee degrees of latitude and two of longitude.

The thrfc principal ;llands were named, New Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and Middleberg,

by Tafm^i the frl^ of which is about twenty-one miles long, from eaft to weiV, and

about thirteen brpadfrpm aot^h to fouth. They are all .very populous, and the foil, which

owes ttuigh to nature, i.^qUtiyated with great if^duftryr The iflaod of Amfterdam, in par-

ticular, is beautifully interfered by ftraight and pleafant roaids, ihaded on each Ade by

trees pf the nioft d^ci^us fruits.

The vfoir^ of tbe^ iflands were obferved to poflefs a fiiare of modcfty uncommon to

the climate} afid tucr^ed a,way with difguft from tfcuB in^ficent familiarities Qf the European

fcamen.. ,.;,..: . .

,

.

>
'

.V
i . •cli.-.i

' SOCIETY ISLANDS.

OTAAEITE^ or King George's Ifland, the principal of the Society Iflands, was firft

difcovered by Captain Waliis^ m the Dolphin, in the year 1767; and has fince been

viiited by fe'.'«i4l havig«^rs, particularly by Capuin Cook,' in AJ^ri) 1^69. This ifland

is fitaatei in fevcntcen degrees thirty minutes fouth latitude, ind cn« hundred and fifty de-

greet weft longitude: it confifts of two peninfulas joined by an ifthmuH, and is encircled

by a reefof coral rocks, which f<^i-ni fe-cral excellent bays and harbours, with a depth of

watec fulKcient for ibips of 8,ny burden.

The face of the country is low near the fea, but it rifes into mountains towards the

aiiddleluftHeiiand, wjtich may be feeti at a grest diftance. The foil, which is ve#y lux-

uriant, is watered by a greatnumbcr pf rivulets, and covered by delightful groves of fruit-

uees. The fpace between the ridges of the mountains and the IcarCoaA, 'in many places

not more than a nfaiile and a half broad, is the only inhabited part of the ifland.

Sugarl^aoesi docoa^nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, bananas, apples, Aivcer-potatoes, yams,

and many othsjr.prpdu^iions, particularly a delicious font of fruit called jambu, are found

i^ great plenty; but there are no kinds of European grain, hortulane plants, pulfe, or fruits.

Dogs,

'1\ Tl
I-

r'

.1'

^''V'

i^'

&



sSo A S I A T 1 C ISLANDS.
Dogs, hogs, and poultry, are the only donicftic animals in this country; the birds are

thofc common to the tropics, and not very numerous; but the fea fupplies the natives with

great plenty and variety of the moft excellent aquatics.

A vifible difproportion prevails between the men and women of this ifland; the former

bcin<»^ tall, ftrong, and well-made, and the latter of an inferior fizc. Their complexions

are of a bright olive-colour, their ikins fpft to thctpuch', their features in general comely

and plcafuig, and their eyes animated and expreffivc. They are courteous and affable in

"their deportment^ cafy and gr.iccful in their perfons, arid brave, cahdii*, and unreferved, in

their difpofitions.

Their drefs confifts of cloth or matting of different forts; they wear no covering on their

feet and legs, butlhidfc their faces from' the funi with little bonnttsofcbcoai-Iiaviis or mat-

ting. The men fbrtetimes ftick feathers upright in their hair; aiid both fexes oi-nament

thcmfel ves with ear-rings, and tattow their flctns in the fame manner as the New ZeAlandcrs'.

Their houfes are mere fheds ercflcd on Pinal's; which, b'dng covered with palm-leaves,

give free admiilion to tht air, ftill fheltering them from the inclemency of the wea-

ther. Thefe habi''ations are in general tifed only as dormitorieis, for in fine weather they

remain all day Ui inc the {hade of the neareft tree-; and, having no idea of impropriety or

indecency, they gratify ih public every inordinate dcfirc with as little ceremony or rfcferve

as they fit at their meils. • •••-! -ms jn.ou..:t ^rj b'.:...njim ^i\uu:.> .) .i ,i('..i3

Their principal food confifts of cocoa-nuts, bananas, bfisJd'-'fruit, jiiantaini, and'bthcr

vegetable produ£lions; their fole beverage is water, with the juice of the cocoa-nut; and,

what is remarkable, the men -and the women never fit down foctvbly together.

Their only mufical inftruments are flutes and drums; the former of which are made of

hollow bamboo!!, about a foot long, with only two flops, on which they place th6 fore-

finger of the left-hand, and the middle-finger, of (he.right* blowing with one noflril, while

they flop the other with a thumb;'and the bther b^ihg-i hollow block of wood, covered

at one end with a fhark's fkin, which tbey,beat with their fingers: and to thefe inftru-

ments they fing extempore forigs,'which have a rythmical found.

Tlic. natives' qni^fe themfelves with fnufic, dancing, wreflling,^ ,thr<ovi^|ng fhe,lance at a

9iailf,,and conCt;fJ;mg.who,can fitqpt th? fartheft >|^ith ^.bpw.,' -'iLuy/J yi hn)wi\il>.\-^

l.T)\ei!^^jf\ncijp(^i ftawh&ureiis ai(fir% of' cloth, made of tlui biark of ItF^e^) but they

Ciihriqate, likewiitf, bafkiet^ of i^inumeitible petterns; matting, roi^t, and liiie$» Thcyfiiro

make boajcsof yaripu^fizef^biit all ofithem extremely narrow. ThoMgh they difplaya con-

fidcrable fhare of ingenuity in their workmanfhip, they have no other tooU tb;in,an nAui of

flonc, a chiflel or gouge of bone, a rafp of coral, and the fkin of a fifli cnUed: a fting-ray

with Coral fand for polifhing. '

i I
.' U i. \

'
. . Hi M i.l i.M

. . I/i the/language,o/ the Otaheiteans, which i» foftand -harmonious^ evteji fibilantletteir is

excluded; and, afrit abounds with voWels, itis eafily pronounced^: Th<iiriycBr.i8;4tvided

into thirteen lun^tions^ and their day into twelve equal phrts, tonfiflingfof two hburs each.:

Marriage .feems to be only a mutual agreement between- the nian and the woman ^ in

which thelites of religion have no (hare. The funeral ceremonies confift in loud lamen-

tation,.repeated at flatcd intervals, for the fpace of five moonsj during which timey the

.•....'.;....}...•.',;:.;.../;.;..:.(...., ..';^ ....;,..;. - .. .1 :
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3 0CIETY ISLANDS. Sti

body of the deenfed lies on a bier under a flied, and what remains of the (!«(h after that

period, is carefully fcraped from the bones, which are then waflied clean and buried.

Their religious creed teaches them to acknowledge one fupreme God} but they at the

fame time allow of a variety of inferior deities, to whom they pay their adoration, but

without the medium of idolatrous reprefentations. They believe that the foul cxifts in a

feparate ftate; and that there ait'tWO difFerej^t fituations it happincfs or miftry la another

life.

Their fubordination nearly refemblet the ancient feudal ftatc of Europe; their feveral

orders are, earee rahie, which anfwers to king; carec, baron; manahouni, valTal; and tou-

tou, villain. Each peninfnla has a fovereign, who is treated with the utmofl: refpedl by all

ranks, but feems not td be invefled With the executive power, which is ufually excrcifed

by the earees, each of whom keeps a court, and has a great number of attendants.

• The lower clafles acqutefce in the commands of their fuperiors, and even in f.he cor-

poral punifliments they enjoin, with a placid meeknefs of foul which greatly diftinguifhes

the nati' es of this ifland. The chiefs keep no armed guards or officers of juftice to enforce

their injundions, and are yet obeyed without murmuring, and liftened to with regard.

When, any general attack is made on the ifland, every chief is obliged to furnifh his pro-

portion of men for the common defence, and on thefe occafions their united forces are

commanded by the earee rahies. Their warlike weapons are flings and clubs, which they

uCc with great a£livity and perfeverance.

Huaheine, or Huahene, lies about thirty-one leagues to the north-weft of Otaheite, and

is lilcewife divided into two peninfulas: it's productions are exadtly the fame as thofe of

Otaheite, but the country is more mountainous.

The natives of this ifland are exceedingly tall ; Mr. Banks meafured one of the men, and

found him to be fix feet three inches and a half high : but they are fo exceedingly indolent

that their fizc ferves only to encumber them. In their drefs, language, and cuftoms, they

are exactly the lame as the Otaheiteans.

Uiietca, which lies a few leagues to the foiith-weft of Huaheine, is much larger

than that ifland, but appears neither fo fertile nor fo populous. Cocoa-nuts, plantain;,

yams, hogs, and fowls, are the only refreChments it affords; but there is an excellent har<

hour, called by the natives Opoa, capable of containing any number of veflels.

To the north of Ulietea, lies the ifland of Otaha, from which it is only feparated by a

ftrait about two miles broad. This ifland is more barren and circumfcribcd than either of

the former; but it's produce is much the fame as in the other iflands, and the inhabitants

and their manners are cxa£lly flmilar.

The natives gave uncommon proofs of their civility to Dr. Solander, and Mr Banks,

when they went on fliore; men, women, and children, flocking round them, and fecming

happy in every opportunity of (hewing them refpedt and attention; treating them with the

utmoft confidence, and vying who {hould moft contribute to their cafe and happinefs.

Bolabola, with feveral more fmall iflands, lies about twelve miles to the north-weft of

Otahaj to which, with thofe already defcribed, Captain Cook gave the general name of the
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5«« ASIATIC ISLANDS.
Society Idands. A limilarity of manners of the inhabitants, and produce of the fuit,

prevails throughout the whole of thefe iflands} though the females in general are fairer an4l

more refcrved than thofe of Otaheite.

CHAP. XXII.

OHETEROA.

TH E IHand of Oheteroa, which is fituated in the latitude of twenty-two degrees

fouth, and longitude one hundred and fifty degrees eafl of Greenwich, is about

thirteen miles in circumference, but neither fo fertile nor fo populous as the other iflands

fituated in thofe feas. It's chief produce is the etoa-tree» of which they form their war-

like weapons.

The natives, who are ftout and well-made, but browner than thofe of Otaheite, are

(afily diftinguiHicd from this laft people by their drefs^ which, though compofed of the

fame materials, is very different in formation and colour.

CHAP. XXIII.

MARQ.UE8AS.

THE Marquefas, which are a duller of five iflands, occupying about one degree of

latitude and half a degree of longitude,, were firft difcovcred by Mendana, a Spaniard,

in the year 15971 who gave them their prefent appellation.

Captain Cook vifited them in 1774, and gave the northernmoft ifland the name of Hood

Ifland, from the perfon on board who firft faw itji as it 'lad not been noticed by the Spanifli

navigator.

Neither the produce nor the population of thefe iflands merit any particular attention:

the natives are few, and uncivilizedi and the vegetable productions are purely thofe of

nature, every fpccies of cultivation being wholly unknown to the inhabitants.

CHAP. XXIV.

CYPRUS.

THE principal of the Afiatic iflands under the dominion of the Turks in the Levant,

is Cyprus; which was anciently confecrated ^o Venus, and has been diftinguiflied

in all ages for the mildnefs of it's climate, the fertility of it's foil, and the peculiar felicity

of it's fituation. It lies about ieventy miles fouth of the coaft of Caramania, or Cilicia;

ttid thirty-fix weft of the coaft of Syriaj between thirty aud thirty-fix degrees north lati-
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tHcle, ind between thirty*three ant? thirty-five caft longitude, being nearly one hundred

und fifty miles in length, and fevcnty in it's grcatcft breadtli.

This ifland is naturally prolific in corn, wine, oil, lugar, honey, all urn, wool, cotton,

all kinds of metaU, and various other produdtions; but it has tlu- misfortune to be infcflcd

with locufls, which often leave famine and dcfolation behind them. Nor is this the only

inconvenience to which this once paradifaical iiland is at prcfcnt Hubic: the dire cfFciSts of

arbitrary power is confpicuous in every face} and inftcad of millions of pcopl?, once inha~

tants of this dcliglvtful fpot, lands which afforded a perpetual profpect of fpring, and cities

and towns almoft every where approaching each other, it's population is become infignifi-

cant, it's foil rank from the want of cultivation, and heaps of ruins now only ferve to

mark the fituations where cities once ftood.

The government of this ifland was anciently vefted in nine kings, till Cyrus re-

duced the whole to his authority, and fubje£led them to tribute. It fuccellively fell

under the dominion of Alexander the Great, Ptolemy King of Egypt, the Romans, the

Greeks, and the Saracens; and, in 1191, was conquered by Richard I. King of England,

who transferred his right to Guy Lufignan, the titular King of Jcrufalem, in whofedcfcen-

dants it remained for many generations. In 1473, the Venetians poffefled themfelves of

this place; but, after a long and glorious defence, they were obliged to yield it up to the

vidtorious arms of Solyman II. Emperor of the Turks.

Nicofia, the capital of the ifland, ftands near it's centre, and Is about three miles in cir-

cumference; but it is much decayed fir.f.c u became the rcfidenceof thcTurkiftj beglerbeg,

or viceroy. It's ancient cathedral h now converted into a mofque, but the city is ftill

an archbiihop's fee, and contains feveral Greek, Latin, and Armenian churches.

The ancient Salamis, now Famagufta, a fca-port town on the cadern part of the ifland,

had formerly an excellent harbour, but is now almoft choakcd up. This place was the

fcencof inhun'...n cruelty in 1570, the Venetian governor being flayed alive, and all the in-

habitants deliberately murdered by the Turks, when the garrifon, which had made a br'ive

defence, at laft furrendered on honourable terms.

Baffb, the celebrated Paphos, lies at the weft end of this ifland, and is ftill anextenfive

and beautiful place; yet a few broktn columns only remain to mark it's ancient fplendor,

which are probably reliquesof the famous temple of Venus.

CHAP. XXV.

RHODES.

THE ifland of Rhodes, which next claims our attention, though blefled with every

advantage of nature and fituation, feels the baneful efTcifls of tyranny equally with

it's fifter Cyprus. This ifland, which is about forty miles in length, and fifteen in breadth,

has at diflTercnit remote periods been known by the feveral appellations of Ethrza, Afteria»

and Corymbia.

The wines of Rhodes are held in peculiar cftimation} and the gcnentl fertility of the

iiland

\
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ifland was once (o great, at to give fome pUufibility to the fidion of it's being bleflfed with

golden fliowcrs.

This ifland has paflcd from the Greeks to the Saracens, and from them to the Knights

Horpitallers of Jerufalcm) who, for above two hundred years, rcftfted thu combined power

of the Tiirics, and at laft fell by the treachery of the chancellor of their order, whochofc
to gratify his rcfentment for a difuppointmcnt in not being chofc grand-madcr, at the ex-

pence of his honour, his virtue, and his country.

Rhodes, the only city in the iiland, is fituated on the north-eaft part of it, and is well

furniflied with cannon, and dclendcd by the callle of St. Angcio, which was ercded on the

very fcitc where ttood the famous Colufl'us, one of the feven wonders of the world. This

inimitable piece of workmanfhip, which reprefcnted Apollo, was caft entirely of brafs, by

Chares of Lydnu«, and employed him twelve years: it was fcventy cubits high; and every

part beiuf^ proportionable, it's thumb was as thick as a man could grafp in his arms, and

Ihips at full fitil palled between it's legs. An earthquake levelled this prodigious llatue

with the ground, about threefcore years after it's ereflionj and it is faid to have remained

unmoleftcd for fourteen centuries, till the Saracens becoming mafters of tl\e ifland, beat it

to pieces, and fold the metal, which proved fufficient to load nine hundred camels. But,

after all, fomc writers of great credit contend that the whole (lory of the Colofl'us is a

fable; probably founding their diibelicf on the extravagant dimendons that have been

afcribcd to it, which indeed would tempt the moft credulous not to give implicit faith to

the relation.

The city of Rhodes is three miles in circumference, and formerly contained a vaft num-

ber of fuperb edifices, among which were the apartments of the Knights of St. John of

Jerufalem, and St. John's church, at prefent a Turkifli mofque; but the whole are now
falling into ruins. Turks, Jews, and Chriftians, inhabit this place; but the latter are

only fuffered to have fhops within the wall, and are obliged to retire without the city

every evening.

CHAP. XXVI.

MYTELENE.

MYTELENE, the ancient Lefbos, is fituated in the Archipelago, and is about

Hfty miles in length and'Twenty-five in breadth. This ifland has had the honour of

producing men t-f the moft fublime genius; fuch as the well-known philofopher Thco-

phraftus; Arion, who is fabled to have charmed the dolphins with hismufic; Pittacus,onc

of the feven wife men of Greece; and the lovely Sappho* who Uands unrivalled in female

poefy.

But neither the leAurcs of philofophy, nor the amiable examples of a few great men,

were capable of expelling a loofcnefs of manners and depravity of morals, from the bulk

of the natives; fo that it became proverbial in Greece, to compare any profligate fellow to

a Lefbian. The females of this ifland have always been efteemed infamous) and though

they
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they at prefent do not quite equal the drpravity of thcii anccftors, they arc ftill notorious

for the levity of their behaviuui.

The ifland yet maintains it's ancient reputation for thofc generous wines, which Ariftotle

and Horace have mentioned with fuch particular commendation: it's foil, too, is in many

places fertile, producing good wheat, the fined oil, and the choiccfl fi;;s, of any iiland in the

Archipi'lago; and the furrounding feas are plentifully ftoclicil with fifli.

This ifland is now fubjcdl to the Turkilh government; ami the civil adniiniftration i*

entrufted to a cadi, who refides at Csftro, an agu of Janizaries conim.mdin;^ the inilitury.

C H A P. XXVII.

CHIOS.

THE beautiful ifland of Chios, or Scio, which is fituated near the coaft ot Natoliu,

to the fouth of Mytclcne, is thirty-two miles in length and fifteen in breadth. This

was once held to be the paradife of CJrcecc; as will from it's perpetual verdure, as from ii's

groves ofcitron, orange, olive, myrtle, mulberry, and pomegranate- trees: but thcfc advan-

tages are now only difcovcrablc in a very few places, Chios being involved in the fame fate

as the other Grecian iflands.

This country is dill famous for the quaiitity anil richncfs of it's wines, which were faid

by Athenxuft tu be pleafunt and flomachic, and to exceed all others in the dcliciuufiiefs of

their flavour: the maftic of Chios is eitcemcd the be(l in the world; it's turpentine, fig^^,

and olives, arc likcwife excellent^ but it's fillc, of which thirty thoufand pounds weight are

annually colledlod and manufactured intodamaflc, tadcty, fattin, velvet, and other (lulK^, is

the moll valuable commodity it produces.

The men of Chios arc t.ill, aiUl well-fliapcd, though not remarkable for agreeable fea-

tures; but the women arc cnchantingly beautiful, lively, and cngaginj^: they are extremely

civil to Grangers, and fond to cxccfs of mirth, mufic, and dancing.

The city of Scio, is one of the moft ;;legant in the Levant, the houfcs being handfomc

and commodious, and built after the Gcnotfc flilc. The cadlc, which overlooks the fra,

is garrifoned with fourteen hundred Turks; but it is very old and decayed. The pott,

though not very fafc or commodious, is nevcrthelcf; thy rendezvous of all the fliips that

fail from this iflynd into Syria, Egypt, or to Conliai.tinopl •.

This city was furprixcd in 1694, by Aiuotuo '/eno, a Venetian grneral, who in five

days reduced the foit, the only place of defence in thj iiliind; thoiii;h from it's natiir.il

flrcngth, and the number of Turks by whom it w;is defeiulcd, it might have held out for

as many months at leaft. But fortune, which |»avc the Venetians an cafy conqucft, (oon

turned vhe fcale; and they were next year driven out by the Turks, with a terror and

confufion which clearly proved that fuccefs ilocs not always await ftren:»th or numbers,

but depends on many contingencies, the fortunate concurrence of which may fomitimes

give the victory to a handful of men, and fill fupcrior numbers with conflcrnation and

difnuy.
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The Turks now entered Chios as a conquered country j and the Italians having ren-

dered thtmfelvcs obnoxious, their freedom was fo confulcrably abridged, that they were,

not even fMftVrcd to wear hats, and were obliged to faluto the mcancft Muflulman with the

nioft profound refpcdt. The Romifli prices had hitherto enjoyed uncommon piivilcgcsv

thi: h(»ft being publicly conveyed to the fick, and all the formalities of their proccflions

praGifnd without ri.ftraint; fo unlimited, indeed, were the powers of the Roniiih clergy,

th^t the Turks had given this iflnnd the lume of Little Romcj but their cath»;dral and

churches were now cither converted into mofques or dcmolifhcd, the church of the Jefuits

only excepted, which was transformed into an inn.

The Greeks, not being fufpeftcd of any concern in the Venetian enterprlzc, ffill retain

their ancient liberties} and have a bifhop, with no l<:fs than three hundred churches under

his jurifdidtion, and a great number of convents. The moll confiderable monaflery is

that of Ncamoni, about five miles from Scio ; which is laid to be endowed with an eighth

part of the revenues of the whole ifland, having more than fifty thoufand crowns a year paid

in money. The nunneries are very difl'crent from thofc in Europe, and admit of far

greater indulgences to the fillers; who arc by no means confined to the convent, and are

often kind to their vifitors, beyond the bounds of ChriAian charity.

Though learning is now forgot, and the people in general are involved in the moft pro-

found ignorance, yet this ifland has produced many extraordinary men; and the Chiots .

not only claim the honour of having Homer for their countryman, but even pretend to fliew

his fchool at the foot of Mount Epos, about four miles from Scios, on the fea-fidc, being
^

a level rock, in which thsy have excavated a round bafon about twenty feet in diameter.

From the center of this bafon rifcs a fquare flone about three feet high, (faid to have been .

anciently covered on the fides with fcvcral figures of lions, at prcfen: fo defaced by time

that it is diflicult to determine what the fculpturc was intended to reprefent) on which the

hard was fuppofcd to have fate furroundcd by his difoiples. Befides this fchool of Homer, .

the dwclling-houfe where he compofed his poems is alfo pointed out, which mud naturally,

be fuppofud to be in a very ruinous fituation, as he lived nine hundred and fixty-one years .

before the Chri(li.ui .-e.a. But whether Scio was the birth-place of this divine poet, orr

iiot, muA for ever remain among the number of inexplicable myfteries: feven great cities^

are known to have contended for that honour; but who, at this remote period, ihail judge.

-

of their rcfpciJlivc claims?

C H A P. XXVIII.,

SAMOS.'

SA M O S, which is fituated oppofite Ephefus, about two leagues diflant from the con- -

tinent uf Natolia, is thirty-two miles in length and fifteen in breadth. It was for-

mcrly known by the name of Amphelos, from the quarries of white marble found in the

chain of mountains which extend through it's center from eaft to weft. The air of this

ifland is in general fjlubritiusj and the fky ufually ferene, except in the brumal feafon;
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wtiVn ralti) thunder, lightning, and tcmpcds, arc mure frtiiucnt in the Levant than in any

other quarter of the year.

Rocks, mountains, nnd precipices, occupy a confiilcrablc poitiun of this country, but

the plains are lv>tli bcAutiful and fertile, producing abundance of corn, mufctdine grapes,

pic)mei;ran:ites, melons, olives, apples, and various other fruits; particularly white fig"!, of

an uncommon lixe, and delicious flavour. Nor is this ifland deditute of the moft valuable

(Quadrupeds, plenty of wild and domcftic fowl, filks of the moil delicate texture, and ad-

inirnble honey and wax.

Theprefent inhabitantsof Samos arc almoft entirely Greeks, except the cadi, and the aga

and his liedtenant, who collc<^ the Grand Signior's revenues; but the executive part of

gov<Tnment is vefted in the Greeks, who arc permitted toelcit their own magiftrates. The
Ohridians live as happy in this ifland as in any part of the Turkifh empire; they have

upwards of two hundred prieds, a much greater number of monks and nuns, and above

three hundred private chu^iels.

The chief town is Cora, which is Htuated about two miles from the fea, adjoining to the

ruins of the ancient Samos. It (lands in a picafant and fertile neighbourhood, but rather

unwholefome from the (lignation of waters in the circumjacent plains. But few veiliges

of the ancient city remain; the north part of which was featcd on a hill, the other extremity

embracing the fi.i-fliorc fronj Port Tigani, which is two miles from Cora to Cape Juno.

Tigani was the galley-port of the ancients, and it's pier was cfleemed by Herodotus as one

of the three wonder- of Samos ; being twenty fathoms high, and extending more than twt»

hundred and fifty paces into the fen. The walls of the upper town begin from this port,

on the declivity of a rugged mountain, whofc remains furnifh evident proofs of their an-

cient magnificence, being extremely thick, and adorned with marble towers placed at equal

diflanccs. .The brow of the mountain facing the fea was coveied with buildings in form

of an amphitheatre, and even the fcite of the old theatre is ftill difcernible: nearer the fea,

a very humiliating pikElurc of fallen grandeur prelents itfcif, in a confufion of broken

columns of different dcfcriptions, which once fupported the moft magnificent ftru£lures. A
noble aqueduA, cut through a mountain, with infinite labour ^nd art, fupplicd this city

with water from the head of the river Metclinous.

\'i{>
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CHAP. XXIX.

NIC ARIA.

THE fmall iflandofNicaria, the ancient I(iana, lies oppofite to Samos, and is remark-

ably full of rocks, the caverns in which form the habitations of the natives, who arc

principally Greeks. They are ftrong and well-fliaped, but milerably poor; and ch!i;A/

employ themfelves in fwimming and diving for fponges, a commodity in which the Grand

Signior receives his tribute.

There are feveral vineyards among the rocks, which produce a white wine as pellucid a&

WAterj with this, and a few other articles, they carry on fomc trade to Chios.

The
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The fineft women of the ifland are beftowcd on the beft divers j and each of thefe prlzee

U contended for in prefcnce of the young lady and her father, the pcrfon who remains

longeft under water being congratulated as the happy man.

To this ifland the ancient emperors of the eaft baniflied thofe perfons who were ob«

noxious to their government.

CHAP. XXX.

STANCHIO.

St*ANCHI O, or Ivola Longo, formerly Coos, lies to the north-weft of Rhodes, and

Couth of Samos, and is about eighty miles in circumference. It is a fine champain

country, except towards the eaft, where the gently-rifing hills prove the fource of a num-

ber of pleafant rivulets, that water the plains and carry fertility wherever they flow.

The wines of this ifland were held in tlie higheft eftimation by perfons of the moft

refined tafte in ancient Rome; turpentine and cyprefs-trees grow in great numbers; and

fome of the latter are faid to be of fuch unufual dimenfions, as to be capable of affording

(belter to two thoufand men.

Stanchio, which is the only town of any Importance in this ifland, has a good port, and

is defended by a caftle garrifoned by Turks.

This ifland is famous for being the birth-place of Hippocrates, Arifton, and the cele-

brated Apellesj whofe famous pifture of Venus rifing from the fea, being fcnt to Rome,

and dedicated to Csefar, is reported to have occafioned the emperor to exempt the inhabi-

tants from part of their annual tribute.

A NEW
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AFRICA, the fecond grand divUlon of the globe, is generally fuppofed to bear feme

refemblan^e to a pyramidal figure,' the northern part conftituting the bafe, which

runs along the (hores of the Mediterranean, and theCape of Good Hope forming the

apex or top.. Africa is a picAinfMlA of prodigious extentj united to Afia by a neck of land

not more than fixty miles over, ufually callbd the IiH>mi^8 of Suez, and it's utmoft length

from Cape Bona, in theMec^iterranean, to the Cape of Good Hope, is four thoufand three

hundred miles, from north to fuuth; and the broadei^ place, from Cape Verd to Cape

Guarda-fui, near the ftraiti of Babei-mandel, is tfa^ee ihoufand five hundred miles from

eaft to wefl*} the whole including an extent from thirty-five degrees north latitude to twenty-

eight foiith, arid from thirty-three degrees eaft to (evcmteen degrees weft longitude from

London. It is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea, whicli feparates it from

Europe; on the eaft by the ift4>mus of Suez, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean, which

divide it from Afia; oh the fouth by the great South Sea; and, on the weft, by the Atlan-

tic Ocean« which lies between this quarter and that of America.

From the fituation of Africa, it nuy be fuppofed not to contain any great variety ofcli-

mates ; and the heat, which is in many places infupportablc to Europeans, is rendered

ftill more intenfe by the refraction 6f tbti rays of the fun from vaft defiirts of burning fand:

yet the foil on the fea-coafts, and the banks of rivers, is generally fertile, and the country is in

fome parts populous, though infinitely inferior to Europe or Afia in either of thefe refpcAs.

Snow feldum falls in this fultry divifion of the earth ; and the natives would as foon expedt

to fee marble difibly'e, and Aow in liquid ftreams, as water to lofe it's fluidity, be arrefted in

it's courfc, and referable the folid rock. Indeed, as the equator divides this continent nearly

in the middle, and the greateft- part of it lies within the torrid zone, it was fuppofed by the

ancients to be in gener.^i uninhabitable: and though modern difcoverers have confuted this

opinion, the interior parts are ftill but Uttle known; fo that fcarcely any twocountries agree

in (heir geographical arrangement. From the latift obfervations, however, and the moft:

authemic intelligcnce> Africa may be divided according to the following Tables,

7K ' CONTINENT
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ISLANDS tot AFRICA.

Namei.

In Cm Indian Ocean—

Babclmandel
Zocotra
The OonTbra Iflei

Mauritius 1

Bourbon

In the Atlantic Ocean—

St. Helena
Afcenfton

St. Matthew
St. Thomai
Anaboa. Princes liland. Per*

nanito Po
Cape V«rd lilands

GtMTce

CanarUt
Madeira!
The Azores or Wcftern

Iflands, alniod equi-diilant

fix>nt £.urope, Africa, and
America.

Chief town i.

Rabclmand;!
Cnlanfia

Johanna
St. AutK.!

iVr.-<.uritiu»

Bourbou

St. r{clen;i

Uncolonized

St. Thomaa

> Anabsa

St. Domirtgn
Fort St. Micharl
Pitlma, .St.Ciiriftopher'«

Santa Cruz, Funcital

Angra

In the poflVffion of, A'tlled

by, or trading with.

Open trade

Open trade

Open trAde

Open trade

KfCBch

French

Engliih

Portwgiief^

Portugntfe

Porttjguftft

French
Spaaiardi

Portugaefe

Porttiguefe

The moft conf'dcrabtc river* hi Africa are the Niger and the Nile: the former of which,

after a courfe of two thoufand eight hundred nitics, fcrtilieiog ao imnicnfe extent of coun-

try, and carrying gold !n it's (and, falls into the Atlantic at Senegal; the fource of the

latter mocks the pride of hutJi.-^n penetration and difcovery to trace it to it's fprinj;, which

is certainly fomewhcre in Abyflinia^ but; after 6\(l'uii»g plei:ty over £gypC| which it divides

into two parts, it fiUs into the Mediterranean Sea. tfoih thefe rivers have an annual in-

creafc and decreafe. There ai« fevcral other i ivers of inferior confcquence in Africa (

bcfidcs fp^cious lakes, fiich as Da;r'i>ea, 2aftan, Zanibre; but it is, on the whole^ far

from well watered, large di/lri£ts bei(ig entirely dcftitute of that neceflary element, and

vaft trades of light and barren fand occupying a confiderablepartof it, which arefonietimes

raifed by the wind in fuch prodigious quantities as to bury whole caravans.

The moft remarkable mountains of Africa «re,the Atias, which extends from the Atlan-

tic Ocean to Egypt, and derives it's name from Atlas, a tving of Mauritania, who being

TonJ of aftronomy ufcil to obfervc the nwtions of the ftars from it's fummit, on which ac-

count he was faSkd to fupport the heavens on his fltouklers; the Mountains of the Moon,
extcndikig themfeivcs between Monomotapa and Aby(F.nia, and (lill higher than tho.e of

Atlasi tbofe of Sierra Lcona, or the Mountains of the Lions, which fcparate Ncgritia

Troni Guinea, and extend as far as Ethiopia, being ni.ncd the Mountaiti:> of God by the

ancients.

^\

^. IJ

'tl

»S



tSfS AFRICA.
ancients, from the frequent thunder and lightning on their fummttJt and thePiice of Tc-
ncriffe, which the Dutch make their firft oicridian, faid to be three miles high : this la(l

mountain is tn the form of a fugar-!oaf, and is fituated on an ifland of the fame name near

the coaft. CapcVerd, and the Cap* of Good Hope, the former on the wcftern coaft,and the

latter on the fouthcrn, are the two moft famous promontories of this continent. There is

only one ilrait of importance in Africa, which is called Babelmandel, and joins the Red
Sea to the Indian Ocean.

Africa once contained feveral kingdoms and ftates, whofe weahh, power, and commerce*

were very extenfive; where the liberal' arts Hourifbed, r.nd arcbitedure was carried to the

zenith of pcrfedion. The kingdoms of Egypt and Ethiopia, in particslar, were mucit

celebrated; and the rich and powerful .(late of Carthage, that once formidable rival of an-

cient Rome, extended her commerce to every parf of the then known world; even the

fhorcs of Britain wire vifited by her fleets: till Juba, King of Mauritania, who was tribu>

tary to Carthage, called in the alliftance of the Romans; who, by degree;, fubjugated

Carthage, and all the neighbouring kingdoms. After this event, the natives difpirited by

the oppreflion and cxa£iions of the Roman governors, neglected their commerce, and re>

f^ardcd the cultivation of their lands no more tha^i was neceflary to Ctibftftcnce.. In the

Afth century, when the Roman power was in an irrecoverable decline, the north of Africsi

was over-run by the Vandals; and thoCe ravsigers, with the Saracens, who made a fuddca

conqucft of all the coafts of Egypt and Barbary in the fevei.th century, compleated the ruin

of commerce, and excirjiguiftted the regains of fcicnce. The united depredatione of thcfc

barbarous powers were fucceeded by thofe of the Turks, who carried defo!ntion with tiieni

wherever they came, and by whom the mifery of this once flourifliing. part of the globe,

was not only finiflicd but confirmed.

Though Africa enjoys the moft favourable fituation for univarful commerce, lying

as it were in the centre of the globe, it is the misfortune of this divifiun of the earth to bo

inhabited by a people wholly ignorant of trade and navigation. Some of it's rivers

are large, deep, and exteniive, penetrating to the very heart of the country; it's harbours

nrc excellent, capacious, and fafe; it contains plenty of internal merchandize, and is capa-

ble of producing, under proper regulations and improvement, every neccffary a:\(^ ?veti

luxury of life; yet it is not only negledted by the n. tives, who feam unmindful of d.v in»

tngcs which n uure has provided for them, but alfo in a great meafure by the more civ uizett

Europeans v ho are Rtited among them.

With regird to religion, the inhabitants of this continent may be divided into three

clafles: rtamely, Paguns, Mahometans, and Chriftians. The firil are by fur the mod
numerous, pofTefllng the greateft part of the country from the tropic of Cancer, io the

Cape of Good Hope; and they are in general black. The Mahometans, who are of a

tawny complexion, poflefs Egypt, and almoft all the no'thern ihores of Africa, or what it

called the B'arbary coaft. The people of AbyfTmia arc a fpecies of Chriftians, who have

fuliicd the purity of their religion by the intioJuiSlion of many Jewifli and Pagan ritesi.

Befidtii thefe, there are a few Jcws in the north of Africa, who cngrofs the little commerce

«f that part of the counuy.
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BOOK III.

CONTINENT op AFRICA.

CHAP. I.

BARBARY.
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BARBARY, ma general view, comprehends the countries of Morocco and Fe?.,

which form a diftin»Sl empire, and the ftatcs of Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Barca,

all which form one great political confederacy, however independent they may bt; on each

other in their Interna! policy and govt-rnmcnt.

This country has fuccefliveiy been pofleired by the Carthaginians, Romans, Greeks,

Saracens, Vandals, Arabs, Moors, and Turks; bcfides the feveral fettlemcnts which the

European nations have erc(Stcd on fonie parts of the coaft, which ftretches near two thou-

fand miles from ead to weft in length, and in it's greateft breadth fevcn hundred and itfty

from north to fouth.

Barbary, which was known to the ancients by the name of Mauritania, Numidia, Africa

Proper, and Lybia, commences on the weft at Mount Atlas, and extends as far as Alexan-

dria in Egypt, which is it's eaflcrn boundary; it's coafts arc well watered by feveral copious

ftrcams, and it's foil is extremely fertile in corn and pafturss.

The climate in general is equally removed from the extremes of Jieat and cold; for though

fnnw falls plentifully in winter, it feldom lies long upon the ground, except aboutMount

Atlas, on the top of which it is conftantly feen during thr whole year.

The winter feafon commences asout the middle of O£lober, when the weather is pretty

fevcTCi towards the end of the mokxth the rains begin to fet in, which continue till the end

of January, and fometimes longer, but the cold is feldom fo great as to render a fire necef-

fary in the afternoon.

During the fpring, which begins about the latter end of February, the air is for the

moft part fcrene, except in the month of May, when gentle icfrcfliing fliowers, aflifted by

the temperaii. heat of the fun, bring the fruits of the earth to a gradual but early maturity;

figs and cherries being ripe in May, and grapes, with all the latter fruits, by the end of

September.

The fummer is from the beginning of June to the end of Auguft, during which period

the heats arc exceflive, and exirernely inimical to health ; the atmofphere becoming fo hot

as tooccafion malignant and psdilential difeafes, which, as the Mahometans think it im-

pious to attempt their cure, carry off prodigious numbers of people.

7 L ,
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A fenfible dimuiutlon of heat begins to be perceptible about the beginning of Septem-

ber, when the autumn commences-, which is certainly a moft delightful feafon, beinr
neither cxpofed to intenfc heat or cold, ftorms, or rain.

In Barbary all forts of proviilons arc extremely cheap, as it produces every fpecics of
European grain, oats excepted^with rice, millet, in^ various kinds of pulfe, in the moft
luxuriant plenty: a buflicl of wheat may be purcha&d for about flxteen-pence, and a cow
and calf for a guinea, with other ai^icles in proportion.

The hazel-nut, filbert, goofeberry, and currant-tree, are the only European fruits not
found in this country; wants which are abundantly compcnfatcd by the produAion of
great varieties unknown to us. Their gardeni, hoWev^, though filled with fruits and
rfculent plants, arc laid out without tafte or uefign, exhibiting only a beautiful reprefenta-

tion of wild luxuriance and pleafing deformity: indeed, they rcjc£t every modern improve-
ment, as well from an idea of it's want of u<i!ity,a$from their fcrupulous adherence to the

cuftoms of tlu-'ir anceflors, every brtach or which they confidcr as impious.

Horfes once regarded as the fincft in the world, afles, camels, dromedaries, and a.

creature called kumrah, bred from an afs and a cow, are the beafls of labour in this

country.

The intenfe heat is fuppofed to have a confiderable cffe£l on the laAeal veflels of the

Barbary animals, as half a dozen of their cows yield lefs milk than one of ours ; the dairies

are chiefly fupplied by flicep and goats, the milk being coagulated with flowers ofthe great-

headed thiftle, or wild artichoke, inllead of runnct.

There are two different fpecies of fticcp in this country; one of which is diftinguifhed

by a'iarge broad tail, and is cotnmon all over the Levant; the other is almoft of the fame

Tite as our fallow deer, from Which it differs very little in Ihape, the flelh being dry and

imfaroury, and the fleece rough and hairy like that of our goats.

The caffration of animals is feldom performed in this country, being regarded by the

natives as an aft ofextreme cruelty; though this confideration does not always prevail in

uvour of their own fpecics, who certainly have the firft claim to humanity.

Of beafts not naturally taiiac, among others, may be enumerated the wild- cnw, the

lerwee, a very timid fpecies of goat, and various animals of the antelope and deer kind.

Lions, p.inthers, and in fome parts tygers, are among the ferocious anima's of Barbary.

It is aiTerted by fome, but with little appearance of probability, that lions n ver attack

females, and that fometimes they will even permit a woman to wreff their prey from their

jaws. Certain it is, that the native ferocity of the lion greatly abates after he is fated with

food; for, as be is unqueftionably the nobleft, fo he is the moft generous of beafts of prey»

ravaging only to obey,the calls of nature, and never wantonly delighting in carnage, liiee

the more ignoble favage brood.

Next to the lion and the panther, the dubbah is efteemed the moft ferocious animal in this

country. This beaft is as large as a wolf, but it's body is not fo round, and it's fpeed is

providentially retarded by a natural lamenefs in it's hinder right-leg. The neck of the

dubbah is likewife fo inflexible, that it is obliged to turn jt's whole body to feize any objeA.

The colour of this uim^ is duii} or a-rcddUh bu/f, traiifvcrrcly ftrcaked with dark brown t

it's
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k*» mane is about t fpan long, and it's feet are well armed with claws, with which it digs

up the roots of plants, and fotnctimcs the repofltories of the dead.

There arealfofeveral animals of the leopard Ipecies, which are principally diftinguiHicd

from each other by the difpofition of their fpots, and the various hues of their (kins; but

tlic didintSlions between them are fo exceedingly minute, as fumetimes to baffle the difcrt-

minating talents of the moft Ikilful naturalift.

The jackall, called alfo the lion's provider, as well as bears, foxes, apes, porcupines,

hares, rabbits, ferrets, weafels and moles, with cameleons and feveral remarkable kinds of

lizards, are found in this country.

Of the reptile tribe, the moft diftinguiflied is the ferpent called thai bannc; fome of which

are faid to be three or four yards long, but they are not remarked for any very poifonous

quality. The zurrieke is about fifteen inches in length, and darts along with incredible

velocity; but the moft fatal fpecies of thefe poifonous reptiles is the leffah, which is only

about a foot long, and from it's malignant effects feems to be the dipfas of the ancients.

The rhaad,. which is about the fize of an ordinary pullet; thekitawiah, which refcmbles

a dove; the fliagary, and houbaara; are the moft remarkable among the large birds peculiar

to this climaic: while the capfa fparrow, not bigger than our common houfe fparrow,

is juftly celebrated for the fweetnefs of it's note, which infinitely tranfcends the besftcd

ftrains of the melodious philomela, or the clear pipe of the beautiful canary; but fuch is

the delicacy of it's frame, that it languifiies and pines away on being removed into any

othci climate.

The winged infers are very numerous, and fome of them are remarkably beautiful}

particularly a fpecies of butterfly about four inches long, elegantly ftreakcd with murray>

and gold.

Three different clafTes of inhabitants refide in Barbary, the original Moors, the Arabs,,

and the dcfccndantsof the Turks, (who pofticflisd themfclves of fome of the fincft provinces,

rendering Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, tributary) befides a variety of foreign nations, and

rcnegadoes of every Chriftian pcrfuafion, who have bartered their faith for their freedom.

Ignorance, fuperftition, and lewdnefs, even of the moft unnatural kind, with treachery,

fraud and deceit, are the ftrongeft general chara£ieriftict of the Moors. Indeed, their degene*

racy can only equal the mifery of their fituation, than which nothing can be more wretched.

Borne down by Uxes, opprefTed by cruelty, and expofed to the continual attacks of the

Arabs, they think not of making any other than a temporary proviflon, as it would only

ftimulate their governors to impifc frefi'i cxa£^ion$, or cncreafe the danger of depredations

'

from fhe Arabs; thus, to avoid the cruel impcfitions of the one, and the ravages of the

other, they are ftuJiou»of purchafing eafeand tranquillity, by extinguifhing the thirft of

gain, and fubmitting to unenvicd penury. Such a fituation, as it totally deprefles the facul-

ties of the foul, and checks tha ardour of honeft emulation, may be fuppofed to be the aggre-

gate of all the miferies of de<'potifmand terror; yet thefe people with unparalleled patience

fwallow thefe ingredients of mifery without repining, and even enjoy a Oiare of felicity

unknown to thofc nations where the human mind is left at libcrry to launch out into

more extcnilve fccnes of »^ion} and to indulge itl'clf with the ,.tofp<.6i of advantages

remotely

n't
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remotely coiifcquential, witliout fear, and without rcftraint. They fcem to fit ca fy vrder
their yok*, and diftrcfs has not yet taught them a language exprefltve of diffatisfa«ftioii

and compLiint, much Jcfs curfcs and imprecations againft the authors of their wrctch-
odncfs. 'i hey frequently form a circle before the doors of their humble cotS; and though
contending with hunger and nakcdnefs, amufe thctnfelves in chearful narrations, fmoak-
itig, ringing, and dancing, till wearied, when they ftretch themfelves fupinely on the earth,

and indulge their habitual indolence.

This dcicription, however, is chidly applicable to thofe Moors who live at large in the

country, and follow agricitlture and the breeding of cattle; the inhabitants of the fca-porc

towns purfuing a variety of occupations, and enjoying a fuperior (hare of affluence, though,

if poflible, (hll more loaded with taxes than the former, and their punifhment fur the flightcft

eftence being the baftinado, unlcfs they can procure mitigation of the fentence by a fine.

The Turks who inhabit this country are few in number; and, excepting the magnitude

of their power, are contemptible in the extreme : they form, indeed, the worft clafs of

the inhabitants, being deftitute of every amiable quality, and addi£led to every viciousonc.

They treat their Moorifli vaflals with intolerable infolcnce; and even the principal Moors
tremble at the fight of a Turkifli common foldicr.

We (hall give our readers a concife general hiftory of the Barbary ftates, before we
proceed to our particular defcription of each.

This country was probably firft peopled by the Egyptians; to which afterwards the

Phoenicians fent colonies, who built Utica and Carthage. The power and wealth of the

Carthaginians increafed with ama,ring rapidity; and they foon abforbed the petty kingdoms

that furrounded them, or reduced their princes to the neceflity of paying tribute, who
becoming weary of fcrvitude, chearfully united to aflifl the Romans in fubduing Carthage.

The Ramans maintained their fuvereignty over thefe coafts till the fifth century, when
they fell under the dominion of the Vandals. The Greek emperors, after fome time,

expelled the Vandals, and remained fovereigns of the country till the Saracen caliphs,

the fucceflbrs of Mahomet, entirely fubjugated the north of Africa in the feventh century,

and divided the country among their chiefs, of whom the fovercign of Morocco was the

mod illuftrious, whofe fucceflbrs were almoft continually engaged in contefts with the

Spaniards and Portuguefe. In the eighth century the M»ors conquered the greateft pare

of Spain; but, about the year 1492, when Ferdinand and Ifabella filled the Spanifli throne,

they were difpoflolled of this country, and compelled to renounce their religion, or tranfport

themfelves to Africa. Thofe who made choice of the latter alternative, from revenge to

the Spaniards, entered into a confederacy with the Mahometan princes on the Barbary

Oiore, and fitted out fmall fleets, with which they committed dLprcdations on the coafis of

Spain, taking their fliips, and carrying away the natives into captivity. 1 he Spaniards,

upon this, having equipped a powerful fleet, invaded Barbary; and, aftc taking poiTeffion

of feveral places of importance, were in a fair way of entirely reducing the country.

In this dilemma, the African princes called in the afTkftance of the celebrated Turkifli rover,

Barbarod'u, who readily granted them his aid againft the Chriftians; and, after c/fedting

ihc objed required, to conipcnfate his own ferviccs, feizcd on the {|;ovcrfinfKnt of Algiers;

i while
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while that of Tunis fell to the fliarr of his brother, and Tripoli to one of their affociate».

Thefc ufurpations were countenanced by the Grand Signior, who claimed the fovereignty

of the whole coaft, which he governed by his bafliaws or viceroys: but thefe ftates, at

length, thought proper to eledl a fovercign from their own people, and declared themfelves

independent of the Turks. At Tunis and Tripoli, indeed, he rtill prcferves his bafliaws,

who have fome little influence over the deys, and obtain an infignlAcant tribute; but, at

Algiers, the dey is wholly independent oftheTurkifli government: yet they all claim

the protection of the Ottoman court on any emergency, and prey indifcriminately on
every Chriltian power not at peace with themj particularly the 'I'urks of Algiers, Tunis,

and Tripoli, who are the mod abandoned piratical race on the whole face of the earth.

Being too indolent to live by induftry, and trained to rapine and dcvaftation, they foon

began to commit depredations on the oppofite coafts) feizing the de'cncclefs inhabitants,

as well as the crews of plundered veflcls, ind fending them into flavery: to the tternai

difgrace of theChriftian powers, who fuftering them to efbblifli themfelves, and to become

emboldened by fuccefs, find them now formidable to all the nations of Europe, who are

compelled to purchafe an exemption from their ravages, and are of courfe, in effedl,

tributary to thefc defpicable piratical dates.

The firftChriflian prince who refented the infolenceof thefe Barbarians, and difdained

to acknowledge their independence, was the Emperor Charles V. who, moved by a generous

companion for the many thoufand Chriftians flaves they had at that time in their pollinion,

formed the benevolent dcfign of liberating Europe from the terror of thefc banditti, and

fingly undertook to encounter them. In thefc noble and princely views he would certainly

have fucceeded, had not his mortal and conftant enemy, Francis I. envying him the glory

of fo brilliant an enterprize, counteracted his benevolent views, while the other powers of

Europe neglected to give him their concurrence; an attempt which would have conferred

immortal honour on it's patrons, and proved ten thoufand times more meritoriou* than

all the crufadoes to the Holy Land, which for more than a century coil fo much European

blood and treafure.

Morocco and Fez, which now compofe one empire, form a part of the ancient Mauri-

tania, occupying the weftern coaft of Barbary, and extending from the twenty-eighth to

the thirty-flxth degree ofnorth latitude, and from the fourth to the eleventh ofwed longitude

from London; being about five hunilrcd miles hing, and two hundred and iifty broad.

This empire includes Fez, Morocco Proper, and Suz; befides the kingdom of Tafilet,

and the province of Gefula: though the climate is every where fervid, yet it is not

unfalubrious, if compared with the neighbouring countries of Algiers and Tunis. The
natives, it is true, are often vifited by pcltilential diftcmp'crs; but this feems to be the fate

of almoft every climate, where the heat is fo exccfllve, and cultivation fo little regarded.

Mount Atlas furrounds this country, on the fouth, like a crefcent; and proves the

fruitful fource of fome confiderable rivers, which fall into ihe Atlantic ocean, after a

meandering courfe of many leagues. The principal of thefe rivers are the Mulvya, which

divides the kingdom of Fez from Algiers; the Taga, which difcharges itfelf into the

Mediterranean near the Suaiu of Gibraltar) the Cebu, which in it's courfe paiks between

7 M • tw«
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two rocks of prodigious height, and falls into the Tea near Mamoni the Ommirabih
commonly called theMarbea, which, after purfuing it's courfe through feveral plains and
vallics, difchargesitfelf into the ocean, forming a capacious bay on the eaftftdeof Azamor}
theTonfift, which joins the ocean near the port of Saffi} and the Suz, which gives namo
to the province through which it flows, and forms it's fouthern boundary. Befides thcfe

capital rivers, there are a variety of branches, which interfeA the country, and greatly

fertilize the foil. Were this empire to be cultivated with a moderate degree of induftry,

it would produce almoft every fpecies of grain, fruits, and vegetables, in the whole world i

but while tyranny broods over the foil, and enervates the ftrength of iaduftry, this happy

confequence is not to be expelled. The land is capable of yielding two or three annual

crops} but, except within a few miles of their cities and towns, it lies in general a barren

wafte, without even the diilindlion of property. The northern parts of Morocco, however,

produce corn, wine, oil, honey, fruits, ftlk, and the fineft wool; while the fouthern ar«

moft prolific in fugar, cotton, indigo, dates, ginger, and a variety of gums.

The province of Suz is interfedied by feveral ridges of Mount Atlas; from which,

likewife, many fprings arife that contribute to the fertility of the foil through which they

meander, and render it productive of corn, rice, fugar, dates, wine, and indigo, in

abundance. The river Suz, before mentioned, has an annual increafe like the Nile, and

being received into canals prepared for it's'rtfception, ferves greatly to enrich the country}

and on this, and fome of the inferior ftreams, a prodigious number of corn and fugar- mills

are fituated.

The ancient natives, who are called Berebers, arediftinguifhed for their indudry, wealth

and civilization, when contrafted with thofe of Fez and Morocco; though they are by

no means to be recommended as patterns worthy of imitation.

The only cities of importance in this province are the following.

MefTa, feated on the river Suz, at it's influx into the ocean, which is divided into three

diliindl quarters, each about a mile diftant from the other, and enclofed by it's own walls;

the river, however, forms no harbour in this place ; and the inhabitants are deftitutc of

commerce, and almoft of the common neceiTaries of life.

TeiTut, which ftands on the fame ftream,''about four miles diftant from the former, and

is likewife divided into the fame number of quarters, which are fuppofed to contain four

thoufand families, who live tolerably well by the manufacture of fugar and fine Morocco

leather, which they drefs and export in prodigious quantities..

Tagoalt, the iargeft city in the province, which is regarded as the birth-place of St.

Auftin, whofe name is held in religious veneration by the inhabitants, though the majority

of them afc Mahometans.

Tarudant, fituated in latitude thirty degres north, near the Atlantic Ocean; which,

though a fmall town, is elegantly built, and was once the refidence of it'fi own princes, as

it is at preicnt of the governors of the province.

Taiilet wns once a kingdom of itfelf, and includes a vaft track of inhofpjtable land',

which runs aimoft eaft and weft, being bounded on the north by Fez; on the fouth, by

the uuiart of Zaaraj on the eaft by Swzj and on the weft by Morocco. It comprehends

.- . ... the
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the provinces of Hatt, Darha« Sakrah, and Tuet} but is in general torrid in it's climate,

and unprolific in it's foil, producing very little corn or fruit. The rich, indeed, .iro

enabled to purchafe barley, which only grows on the banks of rivers } but the poor fubfid

entirely on dates and the fle(h of camds, both which articles are to be had cheap and in

great abundance. The indigo of this (ountry, which grows fpontaneoufly, yields a more

vivid and lading colour, than that of other places. Oftriches of uncommon magnitude

are exceedingly numerous, and the flefi is eaten with avidity.

The little commerce of the natives of Taiilet, is confined to their indigo, dates, and a

kind of leather made of the hide of a creature called the dantos. They alfo fabricate filks

of various colours, and other articles of drefs worn by the Moors and their flaves.

The capital, as well as the river on which it is ere£ted, bears the name of the kingdom;

it is defended by a ftrong caftle, fuppofed to have been built by the original Bercbcrs, and

is reforted to by merchants of all countries. The inhabitants are celebrated for their affa-

bility and remarkable courtefy to ftrangers.

Gefula, the laft appendage on the crown of Morocco, adjoins to Tafilet, which bounds

it on the eaft, as Darha does on the fouth, Suz on the weft, and Morocco on the north;

but it's extent and boundaries cannot be determined with the fmalleft regard to precifton

and veracity.

This province, though moftly dry and barren, contains many mines of iron and copper,

which are worked by the natives, who fabricate thofe metals into a variety of utenfils, and

barter fome of them for foreign commodities. The natives, for this purpofe, hold a great

number of fairs in their plains; one of which is affirmed to laft for two months, where

grangers refort from almoft every part of Barbary and Negritia, who are all maintained at

the public expence, though their number amounts frequently to more than ten thoufand

perfons, befides their fcrvants and cattle. Two officers, with a fufficient number of troops,

conftantly attend to prevent any tumult or difordcr; and if a thief be dcte^ed, he is im-

mediately put to death, and his body configned to the dogs. During the continuance of

thefe fairs, they obferve a truce with all the neighbouring ftates with whom they may hap-

pen to be at war; and thefe temporary fufpenfions of hoftilities, conftantly take place three

days in every week for the encouragement of trade.

This country is fertile in barley, dates, and excellent pafturagc; but it produces very

little wheat. The drefs of the natives, who are faid to be very numerous, confifts only in

a fliort ftriped woollen or linen jacket, with half-fleeves; over which they throw a long

coat or gown of coarfe woollen-cloth, fufpending a dagger or fliort two-edged fword

underneath.

Having thus, for the fake of preferving regularity, (iniftied our account of the inferior

dependencies of this empire, we ihall proceed to defcribe whatever may appear worthy of

notice in the manners, policy, or religion, of Morocco itfelf.

This country is inhabited by a mixture of different nations, particularly of the Moors,

whofe anceftors were expelled froniSpain, as we have already related; and though indigent

and opprefTed, they are yet very numerous, cfpecially on the fea-coaft, but art charaAerized

a» a jealouS) viDdi^vc3 fuperilitious and vroBcberou& race.

Wi The
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The Bereb«rs, or ancient natives, who follow their original cuftomi, and have retired to
the mountains, that they might enjoy the greater liberty, compofe a diftinA fpecies of
the inhabitants.

The Arabs, too, are exceedingly numerous, and range from place to place with their

flocks and hcrdsj but more of them fubfift by dcpredatiojis, and attacking fuch caravans as
unfortunately come in their way, than by honeft labour and application to agriculture.

' The Jews arc the chief traders, favors, minters, and bankers; and, by the frauds and
impofitions common to their race, make themfelves ample amends for the heavy taxes with

which they are loaded.

The renegadoes, or thofe who have renounced the ChriAian faith, form a diftin£l daft
of inhabitants; and the flaves, who are very numerous, and treated with unufual cruelty and
feverity, compofe another. This laft order of beings belong to the emperor, who employs
them unremittingly in the moll laborious and meaneft ofKces: fo clofely, indeed, are thefo

unhappy men kept to labour, that they are often obliged to put with one hand their poor

pittance of barley-bread, dipped in oil, into their mouths, while the other is employed in

the moft painful drudgery: add to this, that they are wretchedly cloathed; and being

harnefled in carts with mules and afles, are whipped with the moft favage barbarity, for

the lead inadvertency or intermiflion from labour, though occafioned by a real deficiency of

ftrength, the eft'edt of hunger, thirft, and fatigue. In fhort, we fhould be led to execrate

thefe ta/k-mafters as the moftpitilefs of all human beings, did not the flagrant condu£t of

our own fcllow-fubje£ls in thofe parts of our dominions where flaves are fufFered to be kept,

make us blufli for their more than equal cruelty.

I'be Arabefque, or modern Arabic, is the current language of this country; which,

indeed, is underftcod throughout all Barbary, and even the Turkifli dominions.

The drefs of the inhabitants of Morocco is peculiarly graceful. The men wear (hort

Ihirts, with broad fleeves depending, or fometimes tucked up; over thefe fhirts they have a

ihort cloth-vefts, faftened with fmall buttons and loops, which are frequently embroidered

with gold or filver; and next to their flcins, they wear linen-drawers tied about their waifts;

round which likewife they wrap fcarfs of filk or ftufF, for the purpofe of holding large

knives with curioufly ornamented handles. The outer garment is of two forts; the alha-

guc, and the albornooce; the former of which is a piece of fine white ftuiF, five or fix yards

long, and one and a half broad, which they wrap round them above and below the arms,

bearing a Itrong rcfemblance to the drapery of antique figures: the albornooce is either

nude of cloth, or napped ftufF, and is fhaped like a fliort cloak; but, being joined a

little way before, from the neck downwards, it is fringed at the ends, and at the hinder

part of the neck hangs a peaked hood, with which they cover their heads to protedl them

from the weather. They always keep their heads ihaved, on which they wear a little red

cap, formed into a turban by rolls of muflin; their legs are bare, but they have flippers of

red and yellow leather, without heels, on their feet.

This is the Moorifli drefs in general; for the diftin£tions of rank are marked by the fine-

nefs of the ftuifs, and not by any particular formation of the materials.

The women, when they appev in public, drefs in the fame manner, only contriving tp

hide
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hide their facet entirely with a piece of white cloth; but when at home, oron vifitt, which

are made from the tops of their houfcs, they ufuaiiy appear naked, except the females of rank,

who wear drawers in large folds round their legs. They fufFer their hair to hang down at

full length, divided into two plaits; and adorn themfelves with ear-rings of an cnormouK

iize, their arms and !egt being alfo ornamented with bracelets.

The women of Morocco are celebrated for the brilliancy of their eyes, and fome of

them have beautiful (kins; but a man may dwell a long time in one of their cities before

he has an opportunity of feeing a Tingle female of thit defcription in the ftrect. This
referve, however, does not feem natural to their difpoTitionr, but appears to be impofed by
the extreme jealoufy of the other fex.

The inhabitants of Morocco are in general of a fwarthy complexion, ftrong-limbed,

aAive, and hardy; enduring the fultry heats of fiimmer, and the chiltifig rains of winter,

with furprizing refolution.

.3 Though the women, who are excluded from the fociety of the men, arc obliged to

retire to the houfe-tops when the hufband entertains company, thoy have, in return, their

peculiar apartments, where vifttors of their own fex are received, and into which even.their

hufbands dare not enter.

The Moon make very fliort vifits, and are in general only entertained with coffee or

(herbet: on particular occalions, however, the perfon viftted provides for his guefts a difli

called cufcufu, compofed of balls of flour and water, drefled by the fteam of a pot to which

the colander wherein they are placed ferves as a cover, and brought to table in a dilh with

ftrong foup and ftewed fowls or other flefh.

They ufe the eaftern method of fitting crofs-legged on the floor; arranging their difltcs

on a large piece of Morocco leather, which ferves both for table and cloth. A fervant

attend* them while eating, with a bowl of water in one hand and a piece of blue linen in

the other, to wipe their right-hands, with which they feparate their victuals, without the

afliftance of the left, which they apply only to viler offices.

At their meals they obferve the greateft taciturnity; but though their religion prohibits

the ufe of wine or ftrong liquors, few of them regard the injunctions of Mahomet in this

refpeA, when they can drink them unobferved.

They generally repofe themfelves on mats in their houfes, and feldom £k'u from home,

except when bufinefs obliges them. They fit for feveral hours every day befiore their

doors, and are perfect enemies to the Icaft perfonal fatigue; laughing at what they call

the folly of the Europeans who walk backwards and forwards in their apartments, and fre-

4)uently aflcing them, why they cannot as well remain in one place, as walk to the end of

the room, merely to return again.

In this country there are no eftablifliments for the conveyance of letters or dtT^tchss;

but there are many meflengers and footmen who travel from Tetuan to Mequioee, which

is a hundred and fifty miles, for a Barbary ducat, being about three (hillings and fix-

pence fterling; and this journey they accomplilh in three days, combating every danger

of the Foads (which are conftantly infcfted by wild beafts, and men noc lefs favage) with
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6oa AFRICA.
amazing intrepidity} fwimming acrofs the deepeft rivers; and fubfifting only on a little

meal, and a fewr raifins and figs, which they carry in a fmall goat's ikin.

The hiftory of the world furniflies no example of a more defpotic government than that

ei Morocco; their religion, ancient inftitutions, and habitual prejudices, all confpire to
render their monarchs abfolute, and to entail the moft abjedt flavery on the fubjedls. The
emperor, who is called the SharifF, has an unbounded power, not only over the lives and
fortunes of his fubje£ls, but likewife over their confciences; being the only perfon, as the
fuccelTor of Mahomet, qualified to be grand interpreter of the Koran, and nominating
and appointing all the judges under his government. His laws, as foon as enabled, are pro>

claimed throughout his dominions, and received with an implicit and religious veneration

:

thofe who die in the execution of his commands, are fuppofed to be immediately admitted

into Paradife; and thofe who receive their death from his dWn hands, to enjoy the greatefl:

happinefs a future ftate can afford. From thefe notions, religioufly believed, we need not
be furprized to find, on the one hand, cruelty, tyranny, and oppreffion; on the other,

paflive fubmilHon, grofs ignorance, and unrepining flavery.

A Britifli ambaiTador, who a few years fince appeared before the Emperor Mulley Ab-
dallah, found him mounted on a black horfe, which was conflantly fanned by negroes; an

umbrella being at the fame time twirled round the emperor's head, to produce a little

cool air. His bafhaws proftrated themfelves before him, kifTed the ground, and then

rifing advanced to kifs his feet: this ceremony was frequently repeated, during the con-

ference. The emperor was far advanced in year::, and though he behaved with great

civility to our ambafFador, is known to have been amonfter of cruelty, " d one of the moft

fanguinary tyrants that ever difgraced the human form; yet he was regarded as a faint by

bis fubje^s, his prayers and his cruelty being conflantly blended together. During a reign

of fifty years, he is faid to have had feven hundred fbns who were able to ride on horfb-

back, but the number of his daughters is not afcertained.

The emperor's fons are ufually allowed a maintenance fuitable to their rank^ and treated

with the moft fervile veneration b^ their attendants.

The titles afTumed by the Emperors of Morocco are, the Mofl Gracious, Mighty, and

Noble Emperor of Africa, King of Fez and Morocco, Tafilet, Suz, Dahra,. and all the

Algarbe and it's territories in Africa, aftd Grand SharifF (that is, Vicegerent) ofthe Great

Ptophet Mahomet.

The emperor being efleemed the fole heir of all bis fulije£l8»:he feizes on the whole of

their effects; only making fuch provifion for their famlles as he may think proper, which is

generally very inconfiderable: yet, by way of preferving the fhadow of juflice, his meanefl

fubje£t has the power offummoning him before the mufti's tribunal, (afortof fpiritual jurif-

di£tion;) but the danger which never fails to attend the enforcement of this pretended

privilege, proves a very fufHcient fecurity againft bis being ever' troubled, with any fuch

citation.

The judges may be denominated fpiritual and military: the former being arbiters in all

civil and religious matters; and the latter in fuch affairs as relate to the flat^- and army.

They are all the abjetSt vaflkis of their prince'&. pleafure, and the moft rapacious tyrants to

bis CubjeAs,

Aeon*
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A conficlerable branch of the emperor's revenue arifes front the fale •( plaeesj and from

the piratical depredations of his fubjeds, from whom he receives a tenth of every thing

feized, without the fmal left expence on his part, befides the privilege he enjoys of purchafmg

all their flaves at a ftipulated price, which are fold to great advantage. Another branch of

his revenue arifes from the tenth part of all the animal as well as vegetable produAions

of the country; tithes which are ufually farmed by his bafhaws, governors, and alcaides.

The capitation-tax of the Jews and ChriAians, for permiffion to trade, amounts to a

conflderable fumj to fay nothing of the duty on imports and exports, which is indeed the

leaft efficient branch of finance, on account of the little trade carried on in this country.

The whole annual revenue has been computed to amount to no more than one hundred

and Hxty-five thoufand nounds; but as every thing is exceffively cheap, this income may
be fully fuflicient to fupport the dignity of the crown.

The Moors can hardly be faid to have any navy; their maritime force condfling only ofa

few infignifictnt (hips and row-gallies, with which laft in particular they however make
a great number of prizes. It fortunately happens, that nature has neither furniflied them

with materials for equipping fleets, nor ports for receiving them, that of Sallee only

excepted. • •
'•

The land forces, among which the greater part of the renegadoes are included, are

difperfed in diftant parts to garrifon the forts on the frontiers. Thefe troops are wretchedly

cloathed and maintained, their pay being only about three fhillings and four-pence a

month. They make bu*- a poor figure in the field, are deficient in military fcience,.

and expert only in horfemanfhip. They trufl principally to their cavalry, which they

ftation on the wings in their engagements; and begin the attrck with a loud fliout, which

is followed by a fhortejaculatory prayer for viftory.

The punifhments of criminals are flmilar to thofe which will be hereafter dcfcribed

in other parts of Barbary, (except where the arbitrary fentence of the monarch interferes,

for the diabolical purpofe of inventing fome new fpecies of torment) fuch as fawing afun-

der, burning by flow fires, and other cruel tortures, which excite horror only to recolledlv

cfpeciaily when it is confidered, that they are not always the confequence of crimes, but

are as frequently inflided on the innocent as the guilty.

The natives are Mahometans, of the fe£t of Melech; but they feem to btend fome Pagan

rites with the doctrines of the Koran, particularly in their funeral ceremonies. They arc

extremely fuperflitious, and treat Chriftians of all denominations with the moft ineffable

contempt. On their fabbath, which anfwers to our Friday, the fepulchres of the dead are

crouded with perfons of both fexes, who afTemble together to pray and weep for the de-

ceafed ; offices in which the priefts (who generally have cells in the vicinity of thefe repofi-

tories, which are all at fome diflance from their towns} join them with great apparent zeaL

and devotion for a very trifling fum.

In their places of public worfhip. they condu£l themfelves with great decency, and much,

external fan6tity: the attendance of thp men being enforced with, fuch fevvrity, that if

any one has abfented himfclf from a mofque eight days, he is for the firil oiFeiice incapaci-^

tated to be a witnefs in any court of judicature, for the fecond fuied, and for the third.

buxnft

,

'.
I'



6o4 AFRICA. <r

burnt as a heretic; but the devotions of the women, who Arm never permitted to enter a
mofque, are confined to their own houfes and the fepulchres of their deceafed kindred.

Jews and Chriftians are liicewife reftrained from entering any mofque, as well as from
all intimacy with Moorifli females; and if convi(3ed of cither of thefe offences, they are

oblired to abjure their religion in favour of Mahometanifm, or fubmit to be burned or im-

paled alive. The Moors believe that falvation is attainable by thofe of every perfuafton

who die before the age of fifteen; but the gates of mercy are by them held to be clofed,

after that period, agaiofl all religions but their own.

The profound veneration with which thefe people treat the^oly name of God is well

worthy the imitation of Chriftians. The impious pra£ltce of profane fwearing, fo preva-

lent in Europe, is uniuiown among them; and their deteftation uf Chriftians is not a little

increafed, by the blafphemous and indecent manner in which in votaries exprefs them-

felves on the moft trivial occafions.

Nor is their regard to the focial duties lefs worthy of our attention: parents, fuperiors,

and elders, are honoured and refpe£ted with uncommon inftances of felf-denial, fubmiflion,

and refped. The chaftity of their women is guarded with a jealous and watchful eye;

and there are, perhaps, as few inftances of female frailty to be met with in Barbary, as in

almoft any part of the globe.

Learning, as may well be prefumed, is certainly at it's loweft ebb in this country: even

fome of their emperors have been incapable of reading or writing; qualifications which

are ufually confined to the priefts and doctors of law, and are rarely to be met with

among the vulgar. The e ^rc, Lowever, fome regular fchools in their cities and towns,

for teaching children to read, write, and cypher; but the Koran is efteemed the perfedion

of all human learning, and when once the ftudent has gone through it, he is fuperbly

dnefled, placed on horfeback, and conducted in triumph through the town by his fchooU

fellowi.

We Jiave before hinted that the trade of this country is extremely inflgnificant, and that

the little it affords is chiefly managed by the Jews and Chriftians. The principal articles

of exportation are elephants-teeth, oftrich-feathers, copper, tin, wool, hides, honey, wax,

dates, raifins, almonds, olives, gum-arabic, fandrac, and fine matting: the chief impotts

are arms, ammunition, and woollen-cloth. But as Europeans expe£l every fpecies of

fraud to be pradifed by the Moors, they do not greatly cultivate th^t traffic which might

otherwife be mutually advantageous.

Several Caravans twice a year fet out from Fez to Mecca and Medina, carrying with

them the produce of Morocco, and bringing back filks, drugs, and a variety of other arti-

cles; while others occafionally viAt Negritia, bartering the commodities they carry out for

negro'flaves, ivory, and gold-duft.

The coin of this empire is of three forts; the loweft is of copper, tailed a flucc, and is in

value lefs than a farthing; twenty->four of thefe make a blanquil, which is a fmall filver coin

worth about two-pence; the other chief fpecies of coin is of gold, called a xequin, and

worth about nine {hillings fterling. They have, befides thefe, imaginary fums, ounces and

meticals, in which merchants accounts are kept. Qn the real <;oin is only the impreffion of

fome
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fome Arabic character;} the religion of Mahomet prohibiting them from bearing the effigy

of the prince. Foreign coin being only valued according to it's weight, the Jews make
coniiderable profit by debafing all that palTcs dirough their hands.

The chief cities or towns of tkis country are Morocco, Fez, MequloeB, Sallee, Tant
gier, Ceuta, and Tctaan.

The citjT' of ^Morocoo, fconn it's deli|^tful iituaCion and prDdi^on* itxtent, wa^ once

regarded as dte metnipolis 'Of the emptrt.. It i« £tuated between two riircns, the Nephtis

and the Agmed, being built on <the banks of the Tenftft, and ftanding i« a free, open air*

on a plain about fifty miles in kngth, fixty from MoHnt Atlas, and one hundred and

ferenty to the eaft of the Atlantic Ocean^ The c-tty is furroundcd with ftone walls«

cemented with a compofition capable of producing fire, by coiii£an, with as much
facility as the ilone itfdfi and though the citt' has |>een often befiegcd, ^fe walls remain

without Che fmalicft appearance of a breach. Morocco has cwcnty-four gates, and the

fortification Aill retains fome marks of grandcnr and magiriiicence ; but the houfes, which

are faid to have formerly amounted to a hundred thoufaiid, are reduced to one^third of that

number, the fcite of the remainder being converted into gardens, orchard*, and corn-fields.

Many fupcrh buildings are now in ruins; but there flill remain feveral flately edifices,

particularly the royal palace, three grand mofques, and many hofpitals and baths.

The imperial palace, which flands within a flrong fortrefs on the fouth fide of Che city

called:the AI CaiTara^ is capable of containing five thoufand hoMfes within it^s walls; and^

before the removal of the court to Mequinez, the royal apartments, and chofe of the em-
peror's wives and concubines, the flate>chambers, and hall<^ of audience, were extremely

magnificent, the pillars, cielings, and mouldings, being, all richly gilt.

The imperial gardens, though irregular in their deftgns, pofTefTed a confiderable degree

of rude magnificence; uf^ing adorned with terraces, fountains, fifh-ponds, and fuperb

pavilions : but this fplendor was greatly diminifhed by the number of tvifiQUS edifices, and

negledbed aquedu£ts, interfpcrfed with the richcft dec()rations. ,'rtm rhiaJj,

The quarter of the Jews, which ftands at a fmall dillance from the palace, is enclofed

within it's own walls, containing only ^ fingle gate guaried by the Moors. Four thoufand

Jews are computed to have once dwelt within that precinct; where the foreign agents

and ambafTadors likewife chufe ^nerally to refide, in preference to any other part of the

city; but the Chriflian merchants ufually live near the cuftom-noufe, which is about.three

miles diflant from this fpot.

Though the Jews are burdened with the heaviefl taxes, they are in general very opulent}

but they with great policy difguifethetrueftate of theircircumflances, by afTumingamcannefs

or irefs and appearance expreflive of the.utmofl indigence; an expedient which even the

natives themfelves are obliged frequently to adopt, in order to efcape the rapacious grafp

of defpotifm. From this principle of undoubted policy, the houfes of the common and

middling ranks exhibit wretched fpedacles of mifery; while thofe of the nobles, military

oiKcers, and courtiers, are lofty, well-built, and walled-in, with flat roofs after the

African manner, where they fpend their evenings with great mirth and gaiety.

TYic TenfifV, which runs through this city, and over which is an elegant bridge.

1
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liberally fupplies the hmifei and gardens with water) bcfides turning a prodigious number
ofcorn-milli.

Fez, once the capital of a powerful kingdom^ and which ftUl claims the fecond rank
among. the cities of this empire, is divided into the old and new town. Old Fez, which
alone deferves notice, is fituated on the declivity of two mountains, and in an intervening

valley, being furrounded with a ftrbng wall ni*^ niilet in ctrcumf«rence, flanked with
towers, and having feven gates. The ftreets are generally narrow, but ftraighr, and re>

cured with gates at each end, which are (hut tvcry night, to prevent the communication,

of one ftreet with anotlier, unlefs on extraordinary occafions. The houfes are fquare,

terraced on the top, and quite fliut up towards the ftreet.. Spacious courts,, adorned with,

large galleries, fountains, marble bafons, and fiihi>ponds, diftinguifli the houfes of the

affluent, as well as the colleges, mofques, baths, and hofpitals, which are delightfully

fliaded with orange and lemon-trees, loaded with fniii throughout the whole year.

The mofques are incredibly mimeious; and one of them,, with it's college and cloifter,

is reported to include a circumference of a mile and a halC It has thirty noble gates;

it's roof is one hundred and ftfty cubits long, and eighty ia breadth, and the whole is.

fupported by fifteen hundred pillars ef white marble» In the cloiflec are four hundred

cifterns, where the people make the preficstbed ablutions before theic devotions } and, ia

the coUege, divinity, philoibphy, and the fciences, are taught by the literati, the chief of

whom is called the grand mufti. This college has one of the largeft and moft valuable

libraries in all Africa.

The population of this city has been computed at three hundred thoufand fouTs, exclu>*

five of merchants and foreigners. The provoft ef the merchants, who is chofen from,

among the citicens, is the principal magiftrate, having a numbec of inferior oflicers to

infpeA the conduct of traders, and to-punifh delinquents. The emperor likewife appoints

a governor, who takes, cognisance ef all criminal offences, and has a fubordinate cady or

judge. Plebeian malefaiSors are ltd- to the place of execution with their hands tied behind.

their backs, through the principal ftreetSj and are compelled to proclaim- their crimes as

they pafs along: when they reach- the gallows,, they are fufpended by the heels, and have-

their throats cut. Murderers muft eith:r compound for their crimes, or fufier death in.

whatever manner the neareft relations of the deceafed chufe to dire^

Fez being the grand emporium of all Barbary,. the ftreets are crouded with- merchants,

who import drugs, fpices, arms, ammunition, various articles of mechanifm, Englifli.

wooilen and linen cloths, and a variety of other commodities. The- exports confift. of

hides and leather, (the principal maniifa£Hire of the country) horfes,. eftrich-featiicrs,

pot-a(h, almonds, figs, dates, raifins, and< other natural productions:

This city is well fupplied with water, by means of the river Fez^, which divides itfblfi

into fix branches, and turns near four hundred miUs in the vicinity.

Meqnincz, theprefent capital of the empine, and the imperial reftdence, is fTtuated in the

kingdom of Fez, on the river Sebu, about twelve leagues tothe weft of the city of Fez^ in a

beautiful and extenfive plain. This city is furrounded with lofty walls, and contains a.

great number ef public edifices, beftdes the palacs, which is about four miles incircum-

fcrcncej,
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ferencct being built nearly Tquare. The buildings are compofed of a ftrongly-tempered

mortar, without either brick or ftone, being raifed in wooden frames, which are removed

when the cement is fufiiciei ly dry to ftand firmly alone. The ChriU>an fl^vei are ufually

employed in this labour j who comprefs the mortar ciofcly together with heavy pieces of

wood, in a way fimilar to that madp ufe of by our paviours »n forcing down large ftones

into the earth. The palace is a very ma0y ftrudure, containing an infinite number of

arches, colonad<;So piazzas, areas, baths, and beautiful cobahs} which laft are lofty and

fuperb rooms, covered with flcy-blue domes, adorned, with ftars, and each having a golden

ftin in the middle.

The Jews have a quarter allotted them» near the center of the city, and for their better

lecurity are permitted to clofe the gates every night. They patiently fubmit to the grofleft

indignities, and are even obliged to leave their (hoes and boots behind tbent whenever they

quit their own precinct; while the Moors infult them with the moft abufive language as

they paf» along the ftreets, wantonly peltii^ then with dirt, or lathing them with whips,

whenever tbey are unfortunate enough to come in their way. '

Sallee is divided by the river Buragra into two parts; the northern, called by the natives

Sela, and by us Sallee, is furrounded by a wall thirty-fix feet high and two yards thick*

and defenued by battlements, flanked by towers of a confiderable height; and the fouthern,

called Rabat, which lies on the oppofite fide of the rtver, and is much more extenfive than

the foraner> cncloiitng within it's walls a mtmber of gardens* orchards, and even corn-

iietds, fufficient to prodttee fitftenance fortwo thoufiuid men. A lofty tower ftand* on the

foutb-eaft quarter, which ferv?sfor a land-mark by day, and a light-houfeat night; under

which are two y. >cks belonging to the town, one of them appropriated to the building of

ihips, and the oti r to the laying of them up in winter.

The harbour is i ipacious; but fo ihaMow, that the corfairs are obliged to put into the

ifland of Feiial, whkh lies at a fmalt diftance. This port is defended by two caftles*

andfome other fortifications* which, though irregularly built, are neverthelefs very ftrong.

This city has a governor who is appointed by the king, and there is alfo a council chofen

from among the citizens. Government receives a tenth part of the value of all goods

imported or exported;, but the chief wealth of the place confifts in the plunder taken by

the corfairs, which make prfze of all foreign veflTels where there ate no treaties (iibfifting

between the refpe^ive nations.

Tangier, the ancient Tingis, and capital of Mauritania T^ngitana, tiies about a league

within the Straits of Gibraltar. This city is faid by the Africans to hkve excelled all

cities on the earth in it's fplendor and extent, and is fabled to have been furirounded with

brazen walls. It once certainly contained a number of magnificent ftruAures, and beau-

tiful palaces; but, being taken by the Portuguefe above three hundred years ago, it's ele-

gance was (acrificed tail's ftrength. It was afterwards given to our Charles IL as part of

his dowry witkhis cenfortj and that monarch, at an immenfe expence, rendered it one of the

beft fortified places on the coaft: but the Britifli parliament refufing to vote him the requi»

fite fums for it's maintenance, he ordered the fortifications to be blown up* fince whichr

time it has only been an inconfiderablc fiihing town.

CeuU
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(. ,; CiMUa pQfllJTfS a ni»ft adt^autagaous fituationj and ir diftingulfted for the elegance of
hV^MiJdJngs, rhe flrejf^grh of it's walls, and the memorable blockade it held out againft

the Moors. It ftandson a fipall fmiHcncc at the foot of the mountain of Apes, which
runs 4nto the Straits of Ciibraltar, and form« the neareft point to the Spianifli co^ft.

. About fevcn leagues to the fouth of Ceuta, lies Tetuan; which ftands on the riftng of

H craggy hill, at the mouth of theStrait«, but is nelitber vonfiderable from it's fortiiicatioiis»

eKtenf, or population. The inhabitaiHs fubfid: by {niracy, and trading in leather, honey,

w^. Mad raifins: their (h^ps are the meaaeft that can be conceived, having no doors,

but only a hole to admit the owner, who fits crpfs-Iegged on a counter, his whole ftock

being within reach, and ferving his cu&omers as they i!and in the ftreet.

The porf is defended by a fquarc caftle, capable of containing about five hundred men;
where the corfairs find protetSlioit tod flieltcr, and from whence they fally forth to com-
mit their depredations.

, I'he Chridian flares, who a"e very nuoiereus in this placet are treated with great feverity.

The Jews are computed at atiotit five tkovfaod, and engrofc che moft lucrative branches

pf trade; as they dot indeed, along the whole Barbary coaft. t-
,

The circunajacent country is extremely pleafant; and, on an eminence near the town,

jlandft !« fpacioui cemetary, the variety of copulas, pyramids, and other fiineral erections

pnw'bioh, at fl;diAaniee, exhibit the appearance of a fmall city. .'^^Jj^^lo

The Portuguefe poflefs the ftrong town of Magazan, which Ires about thirty miles to

the fouth fouthi-weft of Sallesi but this place is only remarkable for it's ftrong garrifon,

«nd almoft impregnable fortifications, which indeed feem wall calculated to prevent it's

ever falling into the hands of the Moors. '

Proceeding along the Barbary coaft, we cpme next to Algiers; a kingdom of confider*

able extent, and divided into three provinces, which are governed by their refpe£live beys,

fubordinate to the Dey of Algiers; namely, Tremefen on the Weft, Tittere on the fouth

j

and Gonftar.tina on the eaft. This country is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea on the

north; by the river Zeine, which feparates it from Tunis, on the eaft; by the Defart of

Zaara on the fouth ; and by the mountains of Trara, it's boundary towards Morocco, on

the weft. It's extreme length is computed at four hundred and fixty miles, and it's

average.breadth at about eighty.

Algiers enjoys one of the happieft of climates, it's fummers being neither fo intenfe,

Bpr itfs winters (a fevere, as to ii^Mre vegetation. The ground is covered with a perpe-

tual verdure, and fruits in geper^l arrive pt full maturity by the end of May. But though

this fertility prevails wherever cultivation is properly regarded, many parts lie wild and bar-

ren, particularly on the fouth; of which lions, tygers, buffaloes, wild boars, ftags, oftriches,

porcupines, and many other ferocious animals, have the undifturbed pofieffion. The in-

terior parts are thinly inhabited; and it is on the fea-coaft only that there are either towns

or people worthy of attention. But as we conceive moft general defcriptions t^^ as defi-

cient in authenticity as in entertainment, we fhall particularly remark every thing that

merits regard in each of the refpe^ivc provinces, beginning with that of Tremefen, on the

confines of Morocco, ,3. r-JM- . ,.i.i..»

The
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The capital of this province, which bears the fame name as the province itftlf, Is featcd

on an elevation below a chain of rocky precipices, from wlunce i flue a numbtr of fine

fprings, which, uniting their ftreams, form a variety of cafc.ides as they dcfccnd towards

the city. This place lies about thirty miles from the fc-a, and is furromidcd by a ftrong

wall of prodigious heighr, flanked with towers, and built ot a compofition of lime, fand,

and fmall pebbles, whi.-h being well tempered, and raifed in frames, like thofe of Mequt«
nez already defcribed, 'acquires a folidity and durability fuperior even to (lone. The gates,

which are five in number, are defended by draw-bridges, as is the whole city by a fpacious

caille, built in the modern ftile, with commodious barracks for the Janizaries.

In the wcftcrn quarter of Tremefen, is a fquare bafon, two hundred yards long, and
about hall that breadth; in which, while this was the capital of the kingdom, the princes

ufuallyamufed themfelves with failing. '"

This city is faid to have formerly contained twenty-five thoufand elegant houfes, with

fpacious ftreets, and a vaft number of public edifces, including a circumference of at lead

four miles
i but, about the year r.bjOy Haffan, D^y of Algiers, to punifli the difafFc£lion of

it's inhabitants, laid the greateft part of the city in ruins. It's one hundred and fifty

mofques are now reduced to eight j and of a hundred and fixty public baths, only four at

prefent remain.

Oran, the rcfidence of the bey, is the next place which merits attention. This was
ence a city of great eminence, being frequented by the Venetians, Genoefe, and Catalo
nian merchants, and inhabited by many opulent traders; but it's mofques, caravanferas,

bofpitals, and baths, are now fallen to decay, and little of it's ancient grandeur remains.

This city ftands on the fea-coaft, at the bottom of a high mountain, on whofe fumm t

are two ftiong caftles; beyond ihis, on a ftill more elevated fituation, is another caftle,

with a large intervening valley. To the fouth, and fouth-caft, are two other caftles, level

with the lo\^er part of the town, from which they are feparated by a winding valley, along

which glides a fmall rivulet, which^ walhing the walls, plentifully fupplies the city with

water. Near the fource of this rivulet, at the upper end of the valley, is another fort,

which contributes much to the defence of the city; from whence, and indeed at every

opening of the valley, aie profpe£ls enchantingly beautiful and romantic^ '

Oran is remarkably well fortified for a Barbary town; containing two gates, both

of which are properly fccured. It was, however, taken by the Spaniards in 1505, who
cre<3,ed many beautiful churches, and other edifices, in the beft ftile of architeflure; but,

after holding it two hundred and three years, it fell again into the hands of the Algerines.

The ancient Arfenaria, now Arzew, lies about three miles diftant from Oran, behind

which the country is extremely level; but, on the oth( r fide, there is a profpedl of the fea

from precipices which prove a natural fortification to the place. Some venerable remains

of the ancient city are ftill vifible, in a variety of capKa's, fllafts, and columns, occafionalljr

to be met with. The refervoirs cut out of the rocks, ufed formerly as receptacles for

the rain, now ferve as caves for the inhabitants.

The accurate Dr. Shaw, whofe travels throw confiderable light on this inhofpitable

(oaft» Qbfeives, that h« faw a well-wrought Corinthian capital of Parian marble, fupport'-
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inga fmith's anvil; and tliat he accidentally difcovered a beautiful mofaic pavemenf
through the holes of a ragged carpet.

A few miles to the fouthward of Arzew, '3 a circumference of fix miles, fiiltd with
falt-pits, and furrounded with mountains. Tnis fpace is in winter a perfefl lalce; but in

fummer, the water being exhaled by the heat of the Ain, the faline cryftitllizations are

left behind. This commodity, w^ich i> found in inexhauftible quantities, would with
the greateft facility, under a more »&\ve government, prove the fource of confiderable

wealth.

Mogaftan, which lies about fixty miles to the eaftward of Oran, is furrounded with
over-hanging hills on every fide. Behind it is Mount Magarba; fo called, from the

Magarbas, who inhabit it, and who are defcended from the Berebers, or ancient native*.

The chief defence of this place conftfts in it's citadel, which overlooks both the towit

and adjacent country; and it's caftlfc, which is defended by a ftrong Turkifli garrifon.

This city is well fupplied with water, and it's port is fafe and commodious.

Tenez is fituated about fifty miles farther eaft, at the bottom of a hill about a league

froin the fea, where there is a very convenient haven. The inhabitants of this city

once made a bold puih for independence, throwing off the yoke of the Kings of Treme-
fen, while the whole kingdom was involved in inteftine broils ; but the Algerines fooil

deprived them of the liberty they afpired to, and have ever fince kept up a ftrong garrifon.

The caftle in which the prefent governor refides was, during this fliort interval of free-

dom, made ufe of as the royal palace.

Sherfliel, which appears to be the Julia Caefaria of the Romans, lies ftill farther to the

eaft-, and waa the fee of a bi(hop. A violent earthquake is faid to have deftroyed this city,

and to have choaked up the harbour, which was once very capacious, by the many adja«

cent buildings which, on that dreadful occafion, were precipitated into the fea. Mafly

pillars, and fragments of walls, are ftill difcernible at low water.

This place was admirably ^' "* -* to anfwer the united purpofes of beauty and ftrength.

It was fecured from the fea b> .1 forty feet high, extending near two miles along the

ihore; behind it were monntaiii ., ... which the city was partly built, forming an auguft and

impfegnable barrier; and in extent it was only inferior to Carthage. It's noble ruins fur-

nifti the moft inconteftible proofs of it's ancient magnificence; for they ftill abound with

capacious ciflerns, fine capitals, (hafts of columns, and mofaic pavements, of the moft

beautiful conftruAions. A noble aqueduft conveyed the water of the river Hafliam to the

city, feveral fragments of which are ftill to be feen among the adjacent mountains and

valliest affording fufficient fpecimens to excite our admiration of the original workmanflii'p.

The town is ftill fupplied with good water by two conduits brought from the mountains,

which conftitute the moft valuable legacies of the aacients to it's prefent inhabitants.

Sherfliel, which is at prefent little more than a mile in circumference, is filled with low

mean houfes, though it was once the refidence of a petty king of the country. The
inhabitants are celebrated for their manufaflures of earthen-ware, fieel, and feveral other

articlest which they difpofe of to the neighbouring Arab*.

. > * Titteie^
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Tittere* the fouthem province of this kingdom, is of very confined limits, being fcarcely

fiKty miles in breadth or length) but it is famous for containing Algiers, the metropolis

of the country, which though only about a mile and a half in circumference, has for age*

withf^ood, and even defied, the arms of Europe. To the eternal difgrace of Chriftiwi

powers, this paltry place ftill continues it's depredations on their fubjeiSts with impunity,

feldom containing lefs than two thoufand flaves of different European nations.

This city, which is faid to confift of one hundred thoufand Mahometan and fifteen

thoufand Jewifli inhabitants, is waOied on the north and north-eaft by the Mediterranean

Sea) and, being built on the declivity of a hill, on which the houfes rife in regular grada-

tion, almoft every one of them commands a delightful profped of the ocean. On the

afcent, the walls of the city are about thirty feet high, but towards the fea they are not

lefs than forty, and twelve feet thick, flanked with fquare towers, which are however

Ruch decayed. There are fix gates, all properly fortified and fecured; and the citadel,

which is of an octagonal form, having port-holes and embrafures in view, is raifed on the

moft elevated ground within the walls. A ridge of hills overlooks Algiers on the weft, on

which two forts are ere^ed, commanding a confiderable part of the bay and mouth of the

river Rebat) but the ftrongeft fortifications lie next the fea-fide. The mole, which is

the contrivance of Choredin, the fon of Barbarofla, who employed the Chriftian flaves for

three years in it's conftruAion, extends from one of the extremities of the fmall ifland

facing the town, in form of a large femi-circle, to the mole-gate, and from the other ex-

tremity of the ifland to the walls of the town, leaving a commodious opening into the

haven, where the largeft veflTels may be flieltered in fafety. An old round caftle, ereded by

the Spaniards while they were in poflfeflion of this place, defends the haven at one angle,

it's entrance being prote£bd by a fort at (he fouth end of the ifland, which is faid to be

bomb-proof*

This city contains only one fpacious ftreet, which extends from eaft to weft, but is of

unequal widths, though in every part broader and more airy than any of die others. The
wideft part contains the houles of the moft capital merchants, handfome fliops, and a

market-place for all forts of provifions. Throughout the reft of the city, the ftrects are lai4

out on fo contra^d a plan, that two people can hardly walk a-breaft) a circumftancc

which, added to their extreme filthinefs, renders them to the laft degree unpleafantj efpe-

cially as beafts of burden are continually pafling and repafling, to whom it is abfolutelf

neceflary <o give way at the firft warning, under no lefs a rifque than that of being trodden

under foot, or fqueezed to death. Bat even this, however inconvenient or dangerous, it

far more tolerable to Chriftiins than meeting a Turkifli foldier, who never fails to exercife

his brutality on them, if they prefume to pafs or even accidentally to touch liinu

The dey's palace, which ftands in the center of the city, is a very magnificent edifice^

the front, wMch faces the interior court, is furrounded with two fuperb galleries, fup*

ported by marble pillars, and there are two fpacious halls in which the divan afl^bles every

Sunday, Monday, and Wednefday, Theban«dGS ate Ukewift elegant buildings, and are

keft cJKefiv^y mait and ckaiu
^\«*f!s>'r'
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Many Individuals have large rommodious houfes, confiftin^^ of kveiul cnurts mnJe ui'i.-

of as warchoufcs, or let to nicrrhants from the Levant and others; for in this city thcic

are neither inns, taverns, nor any other places of public accommodation: fhano;rrs

therefore, are under the nitelTity of hiring lodjjings, and of providing for thcmfdvev-

except the humbler fort of travellers, who are fatisfied with the mean accommodations of

cooks-(l op', or fuch hotels as are kept by the flaves for their reception. The few Chrif-

tians who refort hither, cither lodge with fome pcrfon to whom they carry recommenda-
tions; or with the conful of their nation, if they arc peo4)le of any confequence, who ac-

commodates them with apartments and board.

The mofques, which are principally built on the fea-Hde, arc yery numerous, many of

them being elegant ftruftures, and contributing greatly to the beautiful appearance of ths

city. Some of the baths, too, are extremely handfome, and finely paved with marble : they

are much frequented, not only before the time of the five daily prayers, but whenever

bufinefs permits the inhabitants to refort thither. The women have baths peculiarly

allotted for them, which are attended by perfons of their own f;x, and where men are pre-

cluded from entering on any pretext whatever.

There are likewife a fpccies of buildings, called bafios, wherein the wretched Europeatt

flaves are every night immured. In thefe places they have chapels for the free exercife r»f

their religion; each flave receiving a fmall pittance of bread, and being furniflied v/it'' a

mattrafs and rug to fleep on. At a ftated hour they are obliged to repair to thefe dormi-

tories, where they remain till their brutal matters awake them tofrtfh tcenesof labouranJ

mifery.

It was not till the laft century that Algiers had any other ftippTy of freft-water, than

the rain whi«h was £aved in ciderns; when a Moor, who was banifhed frOm Spain, having

attained to fome proficiency in fcience by his acquaintance with Europeans, contrived to

bring from the mountains a fufficient quantity of excellent water to fill a hundred fountains

in difterent parts of the city.

* The foil round Algiers is extremely fertile, and the country is beautifully inter(perfed

^ith hills, vallies, gardens, groves, and neat little villas, where the more opulent fpem)

their Cummer feafon. Thefe villas, and indeed all the houfes iii the city, being white, and

iielighxfully (haded with fruit-trees and ever-greens, furnilh a profpedl which no repetk-

tion can render unpleafing..

The feats of the European confuls, in particular^ are fiircly :ornamented* with thi

choiceft trees-, which being kept properly pruned, (a negleft which is uniyerfal among th»

natives) produce the moft delicious fruits, and in the greatcft ptofufionk .[• ,;;•• , t

Conftantina, the eaftern province of this kingdom, i^ of fuf)erior, extent' to either of the

other' two, being two hundred ^nd thirty miles long, ajnd" mote than a hundred hnoad;. but

the fea-coaft, which, is moft fertile in the other provinces, is. ia this all aUnoft continueal

>ang« of barren roclis. . ... !

'

.

Bugia is the firft town of any c'onftquence ia the weft» which. ii raifed .on the ruins of

the ancient city, at the bottom of a high mountain. It ha& a. tolerably, capacious port.,

dcfcndid
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dcrrntlfil by'two caflles, me of which ftill retains the marks occafioncd by the famous crji".

Oilinii of Adniiral Spraggs nuainft this pince.
'

Thu- town is dtfcndcd by a ftrong garrifon; which i-i, ind^'cd, hi;'hly ncccilary, as tliT

Aiiibs keep up almoft a continual blockade. On maikct-days th.y tianfaft bullncfs very

quietly; but at all other tin-.?s they raife continual difiurbanccs in the town, where a day

fcMnm concludes without the perpetration of foinc flagrant adt of cruelty, rapine, and

diforder.

On the fca-coafi farther caft, is Bona, which (lands on the fouth-fule of a hill, the top

of which has a cafllc with a ftrong garnCon. The haven, whieh was once very fafe and

commodious, is by neglect, and the conftant difchiiPgc of ballad, bccnine cnntr.u'lrd and

dangerous; yet there is ftiil a confidcrable exportation of hides, wool, and corn, from this

place.

A little to the fouth of Bona lies the ancient IIIppo, called Hippo Regius, from it's

being the royal rcfidcnce of one of the Numidian kings. It enjoys a mo{t advantageous

fituation, commanding a chearful and cxtcnfive profpi.*ft, furroundcd with verdant hilh

and fertile plains. The ruins of this city include a circumference of a mile and a half,

and confiit chiefly of mouldering walls, and broken cifterns. 'i'he Moors fliew a part of

the ruins, which they pretend belonged to the convent of St. Auguftine, who was bifhop

of this place.

Among the mountains of Boni Abbefs, in this province, is a nar:nw winding defrle,

which extends between precipices for near half a mile, that rife to a preat height on each

fide : this pafs, which is only fix or fevcn feet wide, is called the (jdtes of Iron, and fevf

people can travel through it without fenfations of the utmoft horror.

Six miles eaft is another dreadful pafs, called the Acaba, or Afcent, which is quite th»

revcrfe of the for \iC: ; the roads extending along a narrow ridge, with precipices and deep

vallies on each fide. The common road from Algiers to the eaft lies through this pafs,

though the fmalleft deviation from the beaten track expofes the traveller to an inevitable

and dreadful death.

The ancient Cirta, now Conflantina, is fituated about forty-eight miles from the fea,

and was formerly one of the ftrongell and moft confiderable cities of Numidia. It is

principally built on a rock, inacceffible on all fides, except towards the fouth-w^ft, and

may properly be called a peninfular promontory. It is computed to be a mile in circum-

ference; and at it's jundlion with the continent formerly ftood the principal gateof the eity,

on a neck of land not more than half a furlong broad. The fouth-eaft fide of this eminence

is feparated from the neighbouring plains by a deep and narrow valley perpendicular on

both fides, along the bottom of which glides the river Rummel, croffed anciently by a

bridge of admirable architecture. Among the ruins fcattered over the ancient fcite of

this city, are a fet of cifterns which receive the water by an aquedud, and which, though

in a very imperfeft ttate, fuflliciently evince the genius and fpirit of the former inha-

bitants.

On the north of the precipice arc the remains of a fuperb ftrufture, in which the

Turkifli garrifon rcfidesj and to the fouth-weft of the bridge over the Rummel, ftands
'
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almoft an entire triumphal arch, called the Caftle of the Giants: all it's mouldings and
frizes arc emblematically adorned with figures of battle-axes, flowers, and other orna-
mcntsj and the pilafters on each fide of the grand arch are of the Corinthian order but
executed in a peculiar ftilc.

A few leagues eaftvvard of Conftantir.,;, are the iuchanted baths; which are fcveral

fprings of an intenfe heat, with others, at a fmall diftance, of the moft frigid nature. The
hot fprings have been obferved (by a modern traveller, to whofe indefatigable labours wi-.

acknowledge ourfelves greatly indebted) to contain a ftrong fulphurcous impregnation, and
the heat is faid to be capable of boiling a large joint of mutton perfectly well in little

more than a quarter of an hour. The rocks over which the water flows from thefe

fprings, are naturally foft, but contain fome flrata of a harder and more indiflbluble quality

which remain in the fliapc of pyramids and hemifpheres nearly fix feet high; while the fpungv
part of the rocks being worn away, afford a very fan^aftic appearance, where the fuperjfti-

tious Arabs imagine they can trace camels, horfcs, fhcep, men, women and children, tents.

and houfcs, which they fuppofe metamorphofcd into ftone.

The mountains of Aurefs lie to the fouth of Conftantina, being an affemblage of fmall

eminences, running into one another, with little vallies between them : both hills and
vallies are amazingly fertile, and this part is eileemed the garden of Algiers. The moun-
tains of Aurefs comprehend a circuit of about a hundred and thirty miles: and it is.

remarked that the natives of this fpot are of a fair and ruddy complexion, with deep yel-

low hair; while their neighbours are extremely fwarthy, and their hair is in general per-.

fcftly black.

A variety of magnificent ruins overfpread this extent, particularly thofe of Lerba,,

the Lambefe of the ancients; thefe are near three leagues in circumference, and contain

fome noble remains of the city gates; which, according to an Arabian tradition, were.

forty in number, and the inhabitants could fend forty thoufand armed men out of each..

The front of a beautiful temple of the Ionic order, dedicated to.£fculapius, is ftill vifiblc;.

which, with part of an amphitheatre, and an elegant maufoleum fupported by Corinthian,

columns, furnifhes a memorable inflance of the fplendid appearance this city muft formerly

have made.

The Algerines on the fea-coaft are defcended from various nations, but chiefly from the

Moors who were driven out of Spain. Turks, Arabs, and Jews, are likevtrife pretty nu-

merous, as well as European flaves; and there are fome few Chridians, who remain free, and

trade without nioleftation.

The Berebcrs, or ancient natives,, inhabit the mountains and interior parts; and are di-

vided into a number of tribes under their refpeftive chiefs ; thefe in general preferve them-

felves from any intercourfe with other nations, and are efteemed the moft opulent and

refpeflable.

The Moors, who are certainly the moft numerous inhabitants of this country, are di-

vided into two dalles; thofe who apply themfelves to trade and agrirulture, and thofe.

who adopt a fort of wandering life, without either lands or patrimony: the firft are by far

the moft rcfpeilable, and fometimes amafs great riches; the laft are divided into a vaft-

number of tribes, diftinguilhed by the names of their chiefs, or the places of their refidence.

Every
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Every tribe forms a kind of itinerant village, or adowar, as they teriv. it, of tlie firfl-mcn-

tioned clafs of Moors, and they are governed by their own chiefs with great equity and

moderation. Each adowar pays the dey a tax proportioned to the number of it's families}

for which the chief is refponfible, as he reprefents the whole community,

Thefe wandering Moors, who are difTeminated all over Africa, have fevera! peculiarities

in their inftitutions, manners, and religion, which it will be proper to- remarks Thedrefa

of their cheyks, or chiefs, confifls of a fhirt and cloak, with a hood, in one piece, ^hichr

defcends to the calves of their legs. The haik, as it is called, is the genetal drefs of the

other Moors) being a piece of coarfe cloth about four or five elU long, wrapped about the

{boulders, (to which a hood is affixed) and defcending to the ancles. Children of both

iexes go entirely naked, till they are about feven or eight years of age, when they only

aiTume a woollen or linen band round the waift till they arrive at maturity.

A piece of woollen ftufF, which reaches from the fhoulders to the knees, conftitutes the

drefs of the women, who braid their hair,.and ornament it with any fplendid baubles they

can procure. On their legs and arms they wear bracelets of horn or ivory, and they fill

every part of the (kin which is ufually uncovered, with black fpots, made by rubbing a kind'

of black powder into the punAures of a needle. Their complexion is rather fwarthys

but they pofTefs flrength of conftitution and vivacity of difpofition: and, as they are early

mature, and extremely prolific, it is not unufual to fee them fuckling their own children

by the time they are ten or eleven years of age.

Matrimonial contraAs are negotiated between the father of the female, and the intended

bridegroom; the latter, at the concluflon of preliminaries, bringing the ftipulated number

of cattle to the father's hut, where his fpoufe, who receives him without ceremony, is fet

upon the bridegroom's horfe,. and by him condudted to his tent, ainidflthe congratulations

of his friends. On her ;^rrival, fhe is prefiented with a bowl of milk and honey, the neigh-

bours finging a nuptial fong while ihe drinks, and concluding with expreffions of their

befl wifhes for the happinefs of the new-married couple. After a few more ceremonies,

the hufband places his flocks before her, as a hint that he expe£ls her to take the charge of

his cattle and houfhold. A feaft now commences, with finging and dancing, which con-

tinues till the evening, when the company take their leave.

During the firfl month, the bride remains veiled, and is not fuflered to quit the tent;

but at the expiration of this period, ihe enters on the ufual duties of the other married:

women.
Thefe Moors, who are very bold and a£live horfcmen, cfleem themfclves independent of

the Turks, whom they treat as enemies on the fmallefl provocation : they perform their

military exercife every evening; and are fo exceedingly dextrous, that they can take up.

any thing with a lance as they ride at full fpeed.

Thefe people are fo much addicted to robbe-y, and to making reprifals on the other

inhabitants, by whom they contend they are unjuflly difpofrcfTed of their original pofTef-

fions, that it is dangerous travelling without a. guard, or at Icaft one of their Marabuts

er priefts.

The Arab& are Icattercd throughout every province, not only of Algiers, but of all:

Barbary;

^
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Barbary; and when the Turks poflrflcd thcmfelves of this country, the Arats for a long

time held fcveral ftrong partes, which they were only compelled to yield up, /rom the cir-

cumftance of the Turks knowing the ufe of fire-arms, with which they were then unac-

quainted. After their reduction, many of them chofe rather to become tributary than to

abandon thpir old habitations; while others, difdaining the yoke of fervitudc, retired to

the moft inaccefliblc parts of the country to fecure their freedom. They all retain a

native reftlefs and depredatory difpoAtion; and, after they have fecured their plunder, they

retire to their mountains, bidding defiance to civil or military jufticc. They drefs very

much in the ftile of the wandering Moors, with whom they are often confounded by care-

lefs geographical writers.

The Turks of diftindion affeA a fplcndor of apparel, not greatly difTimilar to that worn

in Turky; being made of fine cloth ot' filk, their vefts richly embroidered, their turbans

elegantly bound up, and their legs covered with the moft glofl'y leather; but the drefs of

the poorer fort is light and plain. The drefs of the women only differs from that of the

men in length and lightnefs, their robes reaching to their ancles; they are likewife fond

of bracelets,, pendants, and jewels, and never appear in public unveiled. Ladies of quality

are carried in a fort of palanquirt) compofed of oilers, and covered with a thin painted cloth;

which, though low, is capable of containing two perfons, and protecting them from the;

inclemency of the weather, as weil as from the inconvenience of the fun and duft.

The viceroy, and fome of his principal officers, are alone fuffered to appear on horfeback

in the city, or at places of public refortj all other perfons muft either be fatisfied with

riding upon alTes, or walk on foot.

The religion of this country differs from Mahometanifm in Turky, only In a variety

of fuperftitious notions, not deducible from the precepts of their prophet. They fufpcnd

the figure of an- extended hand from their children's necks, to prevent the cfFedls of

enchantment ; and for the fame purpofe grown people carry about with them fome fen-

tences from the Koran. Thcfe charrhs are likewife fattened round the neck^ of their beafts

of burden ; and, as they believe in a fpccies of beings called Jenounc, which they clafs

between angels and devils, as the authors of various maladies, for oiFences committed

againft them, when any perfon is maimed or difeafed, fome woman fkillcd irt thefc

ceremonies T-ji ifices a fowl or other animal, according to the complaint of the patient

and his fif;ryii in life, to appcafe the angry fpirit.

Ar>- e Algerincs there are three principal religious officers: the Mufti, or high-

priell, ilie Cady, or chief judge in ecclefiaftical caufes; and the Grand Marabut, who
prefides over his c wn order, which confifts of a fpecies of eremitical monks, who are held

in much veneration, and have confiderable influence as well in private as in public affairs.

Thefc three grand officers have feats in the divan, on the right-hand of the dey; and

though they have no vote in fecular matters, their decifions in fpiritual caufes arc binding

and definitive.

TheI\I;irabutsIc;id very auftere lives, and are continually engaged in prayer, meditation,

and counting their beads. Their chaplet, or rof;iry,ufuaIIy confifts of ninety-nine beads,

on touching which they exclaim, « God is great!'—* God be praifed I'-^or, ' God forgive

• me !•
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* me !' This office defcends to fuch of their fons as beft affeft a folcmnity of deportment.

Some of them pretend to work miracles, and to fee viftons, and often aflonifli the ignorant

with vomiting fire, and other juggling tiicks; but they are particularly careful in per-

forming thefe exploits, which they only attempt in the prefence of thofe whom they thirik

incapable of developing the deception.

The civil government of Algiers is conducted by the dey, and a council compofed of

thirty bafiiaws; at which, on particular occafions, the great ecclefiaftical officers are

permitted to vote.

The dey is elefted from the army; and, as the meaneft perfon has the fame right to

fovereignty as the highefl, every common foldier may be confiUered as heir-apparent to the

throne. Jr.'/*(v»q*U.'y'»i Js Ai.ns'-'it lirt'rscvtnj&o v-'V^ »*V.i;«! ci

Yet this lingular privilege, which the whole military in common poflefs, tertdft to

make the fituation of their deys of all others the leaft enviable ; each afpiring ruffiaii.

being ready to fheathe his fcymitar in the bofom of his fovereign. I'hc failure of the beft

concerted enterprise, or even the capricious defire of change, frequently cofts the unfortu*

nate ruler bis life: whofe fole fecurity is in nipping confpiracies in the bud; and^ by

a neceflary feverity, cutting off the faAious before they have any reafon to imagine dieir

defigns arc even fufpe6led.

Every perfon has a rig|)t to vote on the election of a dey ; and, as there is ufually «

variety of candidates, the friends of the competitors are generally involved in tumults,

and not unfrequently decide their choice by the fword.

. TheeleSion being concluded, the dey is faluted by the words, * Alia Barek!' that is,

* God'blefs you !* and immediately invefted with the caftan, or infignia of royalty; the

cady addreffing him in a congratulatory fpeech, which concludes with an exhortation t9

the praAice of juftice, equity, and moderation.

Thedeyj, after their exaltation, generally difdain the meannefs of wifliing to difguile

their humble extraction ; on the contrary, when Mahomet Baflia was in pofieffion of that

dignity, in a^difpute with the deputy-conCul of a neighbouring natiian, he is faid to have

thus frankly acknowledged hisorigin> * My mother fold (heep's trotters,, and my.fathet

* neats tooguei;: hut. they would have beenaihamed to have expefed to fale fe worthieft

< a tongue as thine^'

The aga, or general of the Janizaries,,who is next in dignity to the dey^ is one of the

oldeft officers in the army,.and holds his place only two months^ when he is Succeeded by

the next in feniority. The keys of the metropolis are depofited into the handsof the

a£tipg aga, and;all military ofders are ifliued in his name. At the expiration of his ihort

office he is confidered as fuperannuated ; and receives his ftipend for life, without being

obliged to.perform any other duty than that of giving his advice at the grand council,

Avhere he however has Ao vott.

The fecrecary of ftate, who iiigifters all the public ads, holds thrnsxt rank to the aga;

then follow the chiah bafliaws, or chief colonels, out of which clafs are ufually chofen

the ambafTadors and pcomulgers of the der's orders throughout his territories ; the bolbek

baihaws* or fenior captains, and the oldak bafl)aws,.or lieutenants, whofe promotion is by

7 R feniority.

' t'li'itMp"'
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rcniority, th«! fmalleft infra£llon of which rule would probably coft the dey his life. Thcff
with the beys or governors of the three great provinces, and fome inferior officers, compofe-
Ihe grand council or divan, whofe manner of tranfafting bufinefs is extremely fingular.

The aga for the time being, as prefident, propofcs the queftionj which is immediately

repeated with a loud voice by the chiah bafliaws, and from them re-echoed by four inferior

officers : after which, every member of the divan repeats it to his next neighbour, with
ilrange contortions and gefticulations; and when the bufinefs does not meet with their

approbation, a hideous noife is heard from oppodtion, which (hews the aga to which fide

the majority inclines, who accordingly proclaims the decifion of the queftion. To pre-

vent oppofition, the dey carefully fupprefles thofe whom he fufpefts of being difafFe^ed,

in general only convening his mod abje£l dependants. nf

;

A barbarous piece of policy has commonly been adopted :ifter every frefl* election of a

dey; the fuccefsful candidate ordering every member of the divan who oppofed his fuccefs

to be ftrangled, and filling up the vacancies wJ^h the minions of his pleafurp.

The whole military force of Algiers, which is faid not to exceed fix thoufand men, is

coropofed of Turks and Cologlies ; which latter are the fons of fuch foldiers as hare been

permitted to marry. Toprefer/e obedience, arms are in this country held to be lefs

effedtual than policy, where the old maxim, * Divide and command,' is ftri£tly attended

to: the provincial viceroys fomenting continual jealoufies and difputes between the Arabian

tribes, and contriving to affift the defigns of each other, eafily withftand all oppofitiotr,

without any military exertions.

The army, which is well though (hverely difciplined, is under the command of the aga

ofthe Janizaries* and confifts of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. In their conflt£ls witH

Chrifttan powers, they generally fight with the moft determined refolution; becatife, on
their fufFering themfelves to be taken prifoners, they are confidered as aliens to the ftate,

their tffe&s are confifcated, and they are fufFered to languifh in captivity, without hope

of redemption.

The Algerines, who poflefs the ftrongefl naval force of any nation on the Barbary coaff,

have feldom more than twenty fhips of war^ on« 6f which only belongs to the government,

and is fliled the Deylik, or Royal Ship, being commanded byaaadirtlral. The refl of

their (hips vf war, or corfai'S, are either the property of private perfons, or of their

refpcAive commanders, and fometimes of both. Their cruifes are regulated by an old

experienced officer, called the aga pachi, who is appointed by the dey, and tranfmits ar»

account of the conduce and fuccefs of the different corfairs to government, which chiims

an eighth of all the prizes, (laves, and cargo, the remainder being divided in (ucIl propor>

tions as are agreed on between the ;owners and men. , •

When any Chriflians are taken, a (biA enquiry is inftituted' refpedlfng their country,

quality, and condition j confefTions of which are frequently extorted by the baftinado*

The unhappy men are then ftripped almoft naked, and conducted to the dey's palace;

whither the European consuls repair, to examine if any of them belong to their refped^ive

ations : if they do, or are only paflengers, the conful claims them ; but if they appear to

ferve for spy nation not in amity with> the ftate, the full random mu(l be paid before they

, ;i. '..
• ->» ', caa
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can obtain their enlargement. The dey, who is entitled to every eighth man, generally

makes choice of thofe who have Tome ufeFul trade or profeflion } ths reft, being left to

the captors and owners, are- carried to the flave-marlcet, where a price is fet upon each,,

according to their refpeflive ages, ranks, or abilities : after which, they are conduced to

the court before the dey's palace, and expofed to public auAion } where, if they produce

more than their valuation, the overplus is applied to the ufr; of government.

An iron ring is ufually put round one ancle of thefe miferable men, to which a chain is

faftened, the length being proportioned to their apparent docility and fubmiflion. Thofe
who arc able to work at any handicraft bufinefs, are fometimes treated with confiderable

lenity, and often fufFered to earn a fufficient fum to procure their redemption} but thofe

who have no. money or friends, and are incapable of exercifmg any trade or profeflion, are

employed in the vileft offices, and treated with the moft brutal feverity.

Thofe female flaves who are poflefled of wit, beauty, and virtue, fufFer ftill more
than men; being expofed to the brutal lufts of their mafters, and fubjefled to perpetual

bondage. But fuch as renounce tho'e ideas of virtue and religion which are inculcated in

Europe, live cc. ...derably at their ak, and fometimes gain great afcendency over the

afFe£lions of their owners.

The pacific treaties which have for fome time fubflfted between thefe people and moft

of the great trading nations of Europe, have greatly tended to weaken the Algerine navy,

by rendering it in a manner ufelefs; and, at this time, an Englifh fliip of the line would

not ftiun an engagement with their combined Aeet.

The fixed taxes bring annually into their treafury about three hundred thoufand dollars;

and the different contributions, fines, and other contingencies, are fuppofed to produce

about as much more. The Grand Signior receives no other revenue from the dey, than

a ftipulated number of handfome youths, and fome other annual prefents.

Thecady is judge in all civil affairs; and the adminiftrationof juflice is difpenfed with

uncommon difpatch, though not without the mofl flagrant inftances of partiality and cor-

ruption: for this reafon, every important concern is referred to the dey himfelf.

'* Many of their punifhments are barbarous in the extreme; even the flighteff, which is the

baftinado, though not confidered as capital, is frequently attended with death.

Murder is expiated by impalement, or fufpenfion by the neck from the battlements of

the city; or by being extended upon hooks, where the wretched vi£lims ofjuftice writhe

in agonies inexpreflible, often for more than a day, before they expire.

A Moor, when convidted of robbery, has his right-hand cut off, which is fufpended

from his neck, while he rides round the city on an afs, with his face towards the tail.

Jews and Chriftians, when convided of ridiculing Mahomet and his religion, muft

either adopt his dodlrines, or fufFer the moft exquifite tortures that barbarity can invent.

Sawing afunder is likewifc ftill retained among the number of final punifhments inflicted

on thofe who fubjedl themfelves to the refentment of the eccteftaflical jurifdi^^ion.

• 7^"*^»ors are only confined till their whole property is converted into money, when they

are again fet at liberty; and if there appears to be any overplus, it is returned th7m,thouglv

tney are not refponfible for more than their efF«ds produce.

Fcmala
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Female criminals are treated with peculiar dcHc.-vcy, being cither fcnt to a private houfc

of corrct^ion, for petty offences; or tied -ip in a fack, carried out to fca, and drowned, for

capital ones.

Of the various arts and fciences which once flouriOtcd in this country, fcarce a veftige

remains: yet the natives are not deficient in mental abilities; and, were they not (hackled

by^ their government and religion, might in time be capable of the fame improvements as

Europeans. The fons of Moors and Turks are indeed fent early to fchool; but theextcnt

of their mafters abilities can only teach them a little writing, which is performed on a

board with chalk, and to read fluently in the Koran, which is efteemed an uncommon
degree of proficiency.

From the natural fbynefs of the Algerincs,. and their rooted contempt of Chriflians, it

is difKcult to difcover their real opinions or acquirements : but thofe who are befl informed

aiTert, that th^ chief aflronomer, who regulates and fuperintends the hours of prayer, has

not fufficient abilities to conflrudl a fun-dial; that their utmoft fkili in navigation confifts

in diftinguifhing the eight principal points of the compafs; and that chemiflry, once 4

favourite fcience among them, is now almofl wholly confined to the diflillation of rofe-

water.

The ftudy of medicine is negle£led, from their predc.'.inarian principles; and nature is

left to contend with the morbific afFedions of the patient; charms and incantations being

the chief remedies applied. They however admit of a few fimple applications, befides tho

bath, which is univerfally reforted to in all difeafes.

They do not now even underftand their ancient calendar, in which the fun's place, the

fenu-diuriul and noAurnal arch, the duration of twilight, and the feveral hours of prayer

for each day in the month, are calculated with the utmofl precifion: thefe, like their mathc>

matical inftruments, are now only regarded as inexplicable curiofities; and all algebraic

tnveftigations, for which their anceflors were once fo celebrated, are entirely unknown.

The common rules of arithmetic, which are however mechanically and not fcientifically

performed, feem to bound their acquifitions, and to be the utmoft efforts Of their genius.

Notwithftanding the piratical difpofition of the natives, and the contempt in which

they hold the opponents of Mahomet, free Chriftians and Jews carry on their refpedtive

vocations among them without molcilation; but the European trade is principally con-

duced by a few Spaniards, who have taken up their refidence in Algiers. Carpets not

much inferior to thofe of Turky, velvet, taffeties, and other wrought filks, are manu-

fa£lured, as well as linen cloth, of which Sufa produces the fineft: ail thefc articles are

chiefly for home confumption; few commodities being exported, befides oftrich feathers,

wax, hides, wool, copper, and dates.

The imports, being partly captures, and partly merchandize, confift of almoft every

article manufactured in or ufually carried to Europe; but fuch exadlions and duties are

required of what is brought in by way of trade, that neither the venders nor confumers are

well able to fupport them. *

Foreign coins are principally circulated among thefe people, though they have feveral

of their own; among which are the barba, which is of copper} the afper, a fmall fquare

piece
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ykee offilVer, iifte«tVof which are equivalent to a Spanifli rial, and t\venty>four toadapt;i,

being nearly worth a crown ; and the rupee, the median, and dian, ail of gold, which,

as the royal'coins of the kings of Trcmefen, are ftillconlhntiy coined in that province.

Tunis, which was once a fovereignty of great extent, is now bounded on the north

and eaft by the Mediterranean Sea} by Algiers on the weft^ and by Tripoli, with part of

Beldulgerid, on the foutht extending from thirty-three degrees thirty minutes, to thirty-

feven degrees twelve ntinutes north latitude, and being about two hundred and twenty

miles in length, and one hundred and feventy in breadth.

This country is divided into two parts, called the fummer and winter circuits; which

the bey annually traverfes, with a fort of flying camp : in the fummer vifiting the fertile

country near KefF and Baijah, and the diftri£ts between Cairwan and Jereede; and in the

winter, the remainder of his dominions'.

The fummer circuit, which' lies to the north, is more populous than any place of the

fame extent on the Barbary (hore, and is by far the moft luxuriant and agreeable; being

filled with cities, towns, and villages; and exhibiting an appearance of affluence, eafe,

and happinefs, for which it is indebted to the mildnefs of it's government, and it's exemp-

tion from many of thofe tyrannical exactions, which' are in general fo fevercly felt on

this unhappy coaft.

The SSaine which feparates Tunis fk'om Algiers; the Megerda^ or ancient Bagrada; th%

Miliana, fuppofed to be the Catada of antiquity; and the Gabbs, fuppofed to be the

Triton; are the principal rivers of this kingdom.

Oppofite to tlie mouth of theZaine, is a fmall ifland, which has an excellent coral

fiihery, formerly occupied by the Genoefe, who held it of the regency of this country

at a certain annual rent; and, on Cape Negro, the French African company have at pre-

fcnt an eftablifiiment, on fimilar conditions.

The Zowanj or 2S^goan, is the moft confiderable mountain in t' is ftate; the fununit

commanding a profpeA of the greater part of the kingdom. A ftream defcends from this-

mountain^ which was formerly conveyed to Carthage by a noble aqueduA; overwhofc

fource a temple was ereAed, the ruins of which are ftill vifible. A variety of Roman
antiquities, forts, towns, and infcriptions in marble, may ftill eaftiy be traced,, the whole

oountry being pregnant with ruins.

Tunis is in general bleflTed with a falubrious air, and a fertile foil, except towards the

fouth, where barren defarts, and fliifting fands, occupy a Iar^;e extent, the heat beiug-

iilmoft intolerable. The winds that pafs over this tra£l arc extremely fuftbcating,

efpecially in the dog-days; and the natives are obliged to fprinkle their floors, aitd ufeother

refrefliing expedients.

The rainy fcafon commences in September or OAober ; foon after which they fow their

wheat, and three weeks later they cultivate the other fpecies of pulfe. The lands are fo

exceedingly light, that a pair of oxen plow upwards of an acre a day; and, in tolerable

iicafons, the foil is very prolific.

The crop is generally ripe about the end of May, or beginning of June; and, as the

7S Ximifcens
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Tuaifecni are a contrift to their neighbours, with re/peS to- Jigiicultute, every fpoto£
|;round is improved to the utmod.

Indeed, tillage is an art held by thefe people in the higheft eftinutton, u may be coU
\t&itd from the ilory of Mahomet, Bey of Tunis. This fovereign being dethroned by his

fubje^ls, implored the protet^ion of tha Dey of Algiers} who promifed to reftore him t9

his government^en conditivn he would difcover to him the grand ftcret of the philofopHer's

ftone, of which he was reputed to be poiTefled; and* on his engaging to fulfil this agree-^

ment, he was re-inftated in his kingdom. He then, with great pomp and ceremonyi fent

a vaft quantity of plow-ihares and mattocks to tbeAlgerine piincc} intimating that wealth

could only arife from a proper cultivation of the earth, and that good cro^s might eafily

be converted into gold.

This kingdom is extremely fubje£t to earthquakes, which may be philofophically

accounted for, from the number of hot fprings and fulphureoua caverns it contains) which,

with other inflammable matter, produce fuch violent concufHons as fometimes even extend

themfelves a great way into the fea, where their effects have been perceived when the

dejith of water has exceeded two hundred fathoms.

A fait mountain, called Jibbcl HaddelTa, which is folid, like a rock, of a reddilh purple

colour, and bitter tafte, may be mentioned as a natural curiofity of Tunis: when any of

the fubftance of this mountain is waflied down by the rains and dews, it lofes it's colour

and bitternefs, and becomes foft and white as fnow. There are feveral other faline

mountains, and many fait lakes, in this country.

Before we enumerate the cities now moft diftinguiflied in this country, we muft pay a

melancholy tribute tu thofe, which were formerly the admiration of tne world ; and of

which we could fcarcely fix the fcite, if the page of antiquity did not afllft our refearches:

and furely nothing can furniHi the contemplative mind with more rational improvement than

a view of the ruins and defolation which every where aA)ound ! When he cafts his eyes

around on the folitary arch, or fublime portico, where hiftory informs him the gteatefl:

names of antiquity have refortc I, and a fucceffion of various nations have in turn given

law, what muft be his refie£lions ? Every mouldering column, every venerable pile of

ruins,, reads the moft inftrui^tive leflbns on the weaknefs and inftability of all human adls,

and the reflection on the many thoufands that flecp below, who once enlivened the arts,

or graced the triumphal car, emphatically tell us * what Shadows we are, and what fha-

dows we purfue.' ;,

Carthage, the celebrated rival of Rome, has fca.-rely withftood the ravages of time.

The mud continually thrown up by the river Mejerdah, has entirely choaked it's ancient

harbour; and the ruins of the city are near three miles diftant from the fea, though formerly

it ftood clofe on the ihore. Carthage was originally erc(^ed on three hills, but the vallics

being filled up with the denK>lition of it's ftrudures, their former (hape and extent cannot

now be diftinguiflied. The area of a fpacbus room, with feveral of an inferior fize near it,

j'ome of which have teflelated pavements, is ftill difcernable on an eminence which

overlooks the fouth-eaft ihore; and, in traverfing the coaft, the common-fewers are in

icvcra! places plainly iliftinguifliable, being ftrongly cemented, and ofcourfe having fuffercd

lictlc
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little from the ravages of time. Next to thcfe, the cifterns, or rcfervolrs, arc in bcft prefer-

vation; for, befidcs thofe which belonged to private edifices, there were two fets for public

wfe: the largeft, being that which received the water of the aqueduft, lay near the weftci ii

wall of the city, and confifled of more than twenty contiguous cifterns, each one hundred

feet long, and thirty broad i the fmaller one, which might ftill be repaired at an incon-

ftderable expence, lies in a mon; elevated fituation, near the cothon, being intended ta

collect: the #ain-water that fell on the top of that buildiing, as well,as on fome adjacent

pavements purpofely conftrudbd.

Thefe are the only remains extant of this once fnmous city: no triumphal arches, no

columnsof porphyry or granite, no curious entablatures, no efFortsof architciSure, point

out where any particular edifice ftood. The ruins, however, of the celebrated aqucdudt,
' which conveyed water to the cifterns abuvc-defcribed, may be tra'Tcd to the'diftance of

fifty miles; it was certainly a moft elaborate a,nd expenfive work, being beautifully faced

with ftone, and extending along the whole peninfula.

At Arriana, a fmall village near Tunis, are feveral entire arches, which meafure

fcventy feet in height, fupported by pillars fixteen feet fquare; the channel above thefe

arches was v ^ited over about fix feet high, and plaiftered with a ftrong cement; air-

holes being introduced at proper diftanees, for the double purpofe of fupplying that necef>

fary element, and furnifliing convenient places for cleanfing and repairs. Over the fountains

which fupplied this aquedudt, feveral temples were ere£led} one of which, at Zungar, ai>-

pears to have been of the Corinthian order, arid terminates in a dome with three niches,

probably for the ftatues of river-nymphs, or other aquatic divinities.

The ancient Utica has fufFered ftill more from the iron hand of time than even Carthage;

it's very fituation cannot be determined with certainty, owing to the receflion of the fea,

and the conflux of mud : the ruins which are fuppofed to occupy it's ancient fcite, are

at Booihater, and contain magnificent remains of walls, cifterns, and a fpacious aqueduA.

This place lies about twenty- feven Roman miles from Carthage, and it's name is ren*

dered immortal for the military exploits which have been atchieved in the vicinity.

To the eaft of Carthage is the fanftuaryof Seedy Doude, aMoorifli faint, whofe fepul-

chre is five yards long. It appears to be the remains of a Roman prastorium, from the

furrounding mofaic pavements, which are all executed with admirable fymmetry and

exa&nefs. The figures with which it is adorned are, horfes, birds, fifties, and trees, inlaid

in [mAi a variety of beautiful colours, as to exceed a common painting in livelinefs of

exprefllon : the horfe, the emblem of Carthage, is reprefented in a bold attitude; the

birds are the hawk, and the partridge; the fifties, the gilt-head and the mullet; and the

trees, the palm and the olive.

Farther to the eaft lies the Aquilaria of the ancients, where Curio landed the troops

who were cut to' pieces by Sabura. Several veftiges of antiquity are ftill to be feen ; the

moft remarkable of which is an artificial cavern, extending upwards of half a mile through

a mountain, about twenty or thirty feet high, and fupported by large pillars and arches

left ftanding at proper intervals, Thefe are unqueftionably the quarries mentioned by

Strabo, from which Carthage, Utica, and the neighbouring cities, were built; and, as the

mountain
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mountain thu« excavated is overftiadowcd with trees, the ar:h5s beneath being open to

the fea, while fprings arc perpetually tricicling down the rocks, it appears evident that this

is the very cave dcfcribed by Virgil, where ;^neas is faid to have landed with part of his

fleet.

The amphitheatre of Jemme, the Tiftra of Cxfar, is another magnificent piece of

antiquity, originally confiding of fixty-four arches, with four orders of columns. The
upper order has fufFcred greatly from the Arabs; and. in a late revolt of that people, this

place being made one of their chief fortre/Tes, the Bey of Tunis blew up four arches

excepting which, nothing of ftmilar antiquity can appear more beautiful and entire. The
arena, which is nearly circular, has a deep well of hewn ftone in it's center, where the

pillar that fupported the velum was probably eredled. Many other antiquities are flill

extant} among which are feveral marble ftatues, one of them a coloflal figure, and another

reprefenting a naked but headlefs Venus in the Medicean attitude and proportions} altars

with illegible infcriptions; and fuperbly finiftied columns, of different orders.

The triumphal arches of the ancient Sufetula, now Spaitla, are likewife noble ruins;

an entire pavement of large black fbnes, extending about a furlong in length, with a

parapet-wall on each ftde^ This pavement is terminated by a beautiful portico, which

leads into a fpacious court, containing the remains of three temples, whofe roofs, porticos,

and fronts, are demolifhcd, though their walls, pediments, and entablature, ftill remain

entire.

Six leagues to the fouth-weft of Sufetula is Cafareen; and, on a precipice that extends

over the river Dcrb, in it's vicinity, is a large triumphal-arch with an attic edifice,

containing Corinthian ornaments on it's entablature, though the pilafters are entirely

Gothic. This rude piece of archite£lure contains an infcription in praife of Manlius
- Felix, the founder.

t : In the plains below the city, there are many maufolea, or burying-places, with fuifable

infcriptions.

About two leagues from Hamamer, is the Menara, a magnificent maufoleum, raifed in

form of a cylindrical pedeftal, near fixty feet in diameter, with a fubterraneous vault.

On tbe top of this ftru£lure are feveral fmall altars, which originally had each- an infcrip-

tion, but three of them only are now legible: the firfl contains thefe wordSj * L. ^mili6
• AfricanoAvunculo}' thcfccond, « C. SuellioPontianoPatrueli}' andthethird, *VitelIio

•^Quarto.Patr.'

I'hefe are fome of the principal fragments of antiquity to be traced at a diflance from

the prefent habitations ofmen ; thofe which are interfperfed with modern cities or townsj

will be noticed as we proceed.

Tunis, the ancient Tunes, and the capital of this kingdom, lies in thirty<-it)c degrees

twenty-fix minutes north latitude, and in tsndegKes-fifteen minutes eaft longitude, on
the weflern bank of the channel of Goletta, forming an oblong fquare about three miles

in circumference. It is neither remarkable for the number of it's inhabitants, nor it's public

or private edifices; being much inferior to Algiers in all thefe refpe^. The want of

palatable water-is Averyconfiderableiaconvemence to the inbabitanti} that in the welhs

being.
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wells being exceedingly braclcifli,and thccifterns few, tliey areobligcd to fetch this necoflary

article from the diftance of at leaftamilc: but, excepting this difadvantage, no place

enjoys greater plenty of the neceflitrics of life, or on more moderate terms ; for, exclufivc

of the conftar.t fupplies of proviflons imported, the gardens abound with a profuAon of

citrons, dates, and lemons; and, for a league round the city, there is fuch abundance of

olives, as not only to fupply the natives wiih oil, but likewife to produce a confiderable

quantity for exportation. The aromatic fcenu of thefe fruits, added to the number of odd*

riferous herbs made ufe of in heating the bagnios and ovens, communicate fragrance to the

air, and corre£t the unwholefome cfHuvia from the furrounding lakes and marflies.

Tunis has five gates, neither of which are much diftinguiflied for their beauty; and the

houfes in general are only one ftory high, with flat roofs.

The bey's palace, which is the moft magnificent building in the city, contains four

fuperb gates, one in each front, having a lofty turret at every angle. The courts arc

fpacious, the galleries profufely ornamented, and the different apartments very fplendid;

particularly the treafury, where every article of value is depofited, and the book of their

law kept, which was compofed by a celebrated dodor, named Aii Mohadian, from lyjipna

the beys are proud to deduce their origin. , ^.,<,j y^^ (,,,,. ;„ Jt ,, ,
..

. The chief mofque is only celebrated for the height of it's tower ; which, next to that

at Fez, is allowed to be the moft lofty in Africa.

The principal manufactures being thofe of woollen and linen, in the midft of the city

is a piazza of great extent ; which, when the place was in it's fplcndor, contained near

three thoufand woollen and linen-drapers (hops.

Notwithflanding the fcarcity of water, the baths, which are very numerous, and much
more commodious than thofe of Fez and Algiers, are fupplied from the cifterns on the tops

lDf the houfes, which receive the rain-water ', and as each contributes towards the repletion*

there is feldom any perceptible deficiency of this efTential element.

There are iikewife feveral colleges and fchools at Tunis, in which the dolors of tbf

laws, and other literati, are maintained ; fome at the public expence, and others by txntr

cifing the mendicant profefEon, the veneration in which they are univerfally held never

failing to enfure their fuccefs.

The Janizaries are likewife accommodated with handfome barracks, and their ag? with

a palace, whither the inferior ofEcers refort to receive orders; and, beftdes the excliang«

and cuftom-houie, there is alfo an arfenal and a dock on the bank of the canal, in which

the materials are preferved for equipping their gallies.

v' The principal fortification of this city is it's caflle ; which, being fituated on an emir

nence, commands the whole place, and makes a grand appearance at a diftance.

Without the walls are the Turkifh fepulchres, which furtound the city, and are orna?

mented with a variety of marble decorations.

Bizerta is pleafantly fituated, at the bottom of a large gulph of the fame name, the

Sinus Hipponenfis of the ancients, about thirty-feven miles to the north-weft of Tunis, i,n

thirty-feven degrees twcnty-feven minutes north latitude. This town is about a mile

in circumfcreace j udi lying between a fpacious lake and the fed, is well defended i^y

,«£«.i . 7 T forts
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forts and batteries, the principal of which are towards ihc fliorc. The channel btiwcetr
the lake and the fca, where there is a continual influx and reflux, formed the uncient port

of Hippo, which was once the nnoft beautiful and fucurc haven on the coafl . and there aru

fill! fome veftiges of a large pier, which ran a great way into the fca, to breaic the force

of the north-eaft winds.

Porto Farino lies on the fide of a fpacious navigable balbn, formed by the river Mijer-
dah, and was once a confiderablecity} but it is now chiefly noted for it's beautiful cothon,

the receptacle of the whole naval force of the kingdom.

About nine miles eaft of Tunis, and a mile and a half from the fea, lies Nabel, the

ColoniaNeapolis of Ptolemy; to the weft of which, at a fmall didance, is the fcite of the

ancient Neapolis. This town, which enjoys a confiJerable (hare of trade, is famous fur

it's potteries. Many reliques of antiquity are to be fcen in this place, chiefly confiding

offtoneswhofe infcriptions are become illegible; and, among other articles, a block of

white marble, on which a wolf is curioufly carved in bafs-relief.

Sufa, or Soufa, the refidcnce of the Turkifli bafhaws, is famous for being the chief mart

for oil, and for it's flourifliing manufactory of linen. The town is fituated on a lofty rock,

and was formerly very populous and aflluent ; it's preft-nt inhabitants are chiefly feamen^

whofe remarkable civility to Grangers has induced a con^u'erablc number of merchants to

refide among them.

Kairwan, or Carvan, the Vico Augufti of antiquity, lies about eight leagues to the

weft of Sufa, and is cfteemed the fecond city for population and extent in this kingdom^

though it is fituated on a barren plain. There are feveral noble fpccimens of ancient

architedturein this phice; and the great mofque, which is regarded as a place of the utmoft;

fan£licy throughout all fiarbary, is a very magnificent pile, fupported by nearly five hun>

dred pillars of granite; fome of which, from the vivid beauty of their red and white fpots^

are efteemed of ineftimable value. Farther weftward, lie the ruins of Truzzar, wherj

there are feveral vaulted chambers, continually filled with the fteam of lulphur, and to

which the Arabians frequently refort for the purpofe of fweating away any indifpofttioni

Media, which is feated on a fmall peninfula, on the eaftern coaft of Tunis, bears evi-

dent marks of it's one? flourifhing ftate, though little of it's former fplcndor rcmains»

The port, with an area of aboui one hundred paces fquare, lies within the walls; but

It is become too (hallow fafely to admit the-fmalleft veflels. The high walls which fur-

rounded this place, were formerly of amazing ftrength, and flanked with a great number of

towers, each forming a kind of feparate fortrefs. One tower on the land-fide was birilt

remarkably ftrong, having a vaulted arch under it feventy feet long, guarded by fix mafTy

gates plated with iron, placed one within the other; with retreats and portcullis's cf

the fame metal. Mehedi, the firft ealiph of Carvan, was the projcflor of thefe fortifica-

tions, wholikcwife took a particular pleafura in beautifying the city with fuperb edifices,

which are executed in fuch a ftile as to render it a matter of doubt with fome writers,

whether they are not to be afligned to the ta te of earlier ages.

Six leagues to the weft of Tunis, lies Urbs, or Tuberbo, the Tuburbum Minus of

the ancients, a fmail town on the banks of ths river Mejcrdah, inhabited by the defcen-

. dants
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tIdiUs of the Moor« who were expelled from Antlalufia. In this neighbourhood, Mahomet,
buy of thiii kingduni, .1 public- fpirited priiKC, planted a great variety of delicious fruit-*

trees, prefcrvingevLry fpec ts apart in a place allotted for it; the whole forming beautiful

and ^blc 1 ot I :hes, and other fri For the refrefh-itrons, lemons, apricots,

inent ut' thcl'c delightful plantations, the fame prince ereiStcd a mufl'y bridge or dam, with

lliiicLS and flood-gates, to raife the Mijcrdah to a proper hci^htj but the genius of this

people biing inimical to works of beauty and utility, the whole is now fallen to decay,

und become infufficicnt for the original purpofe.

The Vctca of Sallull, now Bija, is a city of great trade, and the principal rcpofitory

of corn in this flate. It is built on the declivity of a hill, and enjoys a fulubrious air,

with plenty of water: the walls, which are conftrui^ed of the materials of the ancient

city, contain fcveral ilones with legible infcriptions, but there arc no other remains.

From fcveral concurring circumAances, the modern Fcrreanah is conjectured to be the

Thalia of hiftorians, once the capita! of fiizacium; though nothing but a few columns
of granite, and other fimilar articles, are now left to denote it's former grandeur. The
purity of it's air, and the plenty of excellent water, arc the principal benefits this place

receives from it's fituationi the adjiicent country being one rude wafle, except only a very

fmall extent of ground to the fouthward. Naked precipices terminate the profpe(Sl to the

vicft; and where a valley extends the view, the eye only perceives a barren defart parched

with perpetual drought, and refledling the beams of an ardent and almoft intolerable fun.

Gafsa, the ancient Capfa, lies about twelve leagues cadward from Fcrreanah, and is

fituated on an eminence furrounded with mountains, whofc fidns are covered with olives,

palms, piflachios, and otW fruit-trees. The modern edifices exhibit a glaring commix-

ture of ancient columns, cntablatuccs, and altars ; which might have been the moft ftrikin >

ornaments of the city, had they been fuffered to occupy their original Nations, but novtr

only prcfent a beautiful deformity of arcbitcAure, leaving us to lament the. pcrverfion of

taile, as well as the ravages of time.

The Tunifeens are compofcd of all the various nations wfi have enumerated in our

defcriptlon of the inhabitants of Algiers; from whom they are, however, agreeably diftin-

guiflied, by their fupcrior politcncfs and civilizatipn, as well as by their exemption from

that pride, infolence, and barbarity, for which the natives of this coaft are but too juflly

iligmatizcd.

The Tunifeens are affable in their manners, obliging to ftrangers, and faithful to their

compaiSls. The extenfion of trade, the improvement of manufudures, and the friendihip

they fccm fond of cultivating with the European powers, have no doubt had this happy

cfFeiSl on their minds: and as thefc circumftances tend to extirpate contracted ideas, they

by no means treat Chriftians with contempt, but allow them that juftice, which is in vain

looked for from their neighbours; and though they keep fome chriftian flaves, and are not

entirely free from the depredatory fpirit that marks the whole race, they treat their captives

with a confiderable fhare of lenity, and the reprefentations of the European confuls, in

their favou.\ are heard with candour, and acceded to with alacrity,

Even
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Even in this iHand of female beauty, the Tunifeen women would in general be efteemed

Iiandfome, and their ofTspring are born with the fineft complexions that can be conceived

:

but the ardour of the fun foon gives a fwarthy tinge to the boys ; though the girls, who
are conftantly confined at home, retain all their native beauty till they are paft chi ]d<

bearing, which is ufually about thirty. It is no uncommon thing for a Tunifeen woman
to be a mother at eleven; and as their longevity feems nearly equal to our own, they often

live to fee their children of feveral *nerations.

The drefs of both fexcs, though nearly of the fame form with that of the Algerines, is

neater, and more genteel. They alfo wear drawers when they fee company, or go abroad;

but, when at home, they fometimes only bind a piece of linen round their loins. The
Females greatly pride themfelves on having long hair, which theycolledl together, plaiting

it with ribbands behind; and, when nature is not fufHciently favourable in this ornament,

they add, like the fair of more polKhed countries, to their natural flock : over their hair,

thus adorned, they clofcly tie the feveral corners of a triangular piece of curious needle-work.

Ladies of a fuperior rank have a head-drefs of the fame figure, compofed of thin plates of gold

or filver, cut through and engraved in imitation of lace, their drefs being finifhed by a fine

handkerchief, bound clofe over this ornament, and negligently falling down on the col-

lected hair. They tinge their eye-la(hes, as well as the edges of their eye-lids, with pul-

verized lead-ore; an operation which is performed by dipping a wooden bodkin into the

powder, and drawing it under the eye-lid : this communicates a fable hue, which is by
them thought to become every complexion, and to conflitute the perfection of beauty.

An ingenious and learned divine has proved the antiquity of this cuflom, from the facred

writings; which exprefsly mention, according to the true tranflation of the original, that

• yezebel fst off her eyes with the powder of lead-ore.' The fame learned author has (hewn,

by appoflte quotations, that this practice prevailed among the ancient Greeks and Romans:

and, indeed, it is flill ufed, not only on the Barbary coafl, but likewife in Afiatic Turky,

and many other countries of the eafl.

Jealoufy, which appears to be endemial in Barbary, feems to prevail lefs all Tunis than

in any of the other flates we have yet defcribed in this quarter of the world.

Their religion obliging them to frequent ablutions, the baths are much reforted to,

particularly by the ladies; who, on thefe occaflons, ufe a vaft quantity of odoriferous

drugs, and rich perfumes.

The taverns are under much better regulations than thofe in the neighbouring countries;

and even a Turk, who is found guilty of any irregularity, or fraudulent intention, may
be deprived of his turban ciU he has made fatisfaCtion. White wine, which is both cheap

and excellent, is fold only in thofe houfes of public accommodation. Proviflons are fo

exceedingly plentiful, that the purchafer of a fingle quarCof wine at a tavern has two or

three difhes of fifli or flefh fet before him.

The natives, though they do not entirely refrain from drinking wine, fcldorn indulge

in it to excefs; but they are extravagantly fond of a drug compounded of various ingre-

dients, to which they give the name of harix : an ounce of this mixture has an admirable

efFe£t in exhilarating the fpirits, and infpiring a dauntlefs refolution.

The
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The Tunifeent are very <arly rifers, their religion obliging them to attenJ public devo-

tion by day-break; after which they follow their refpetSllte employments till afternoon^

•prayers, when all bufinefs ceafes, and the (hops are fhut up.

Nothing but the moft prefling neceflity can rouze the Arabs to diligence or attention in

trade and agriculture; their lives being one continual round of indolence and amufemene.

Hunting lions, and other wild beafts, is a favourite diverfion; and the inhabitants of a

whole diftriA fometimes aflemble for this purpofe, forming a circle of feveral miles in

circumference, which is gradually contracted till the animals are all driven into the center,

where they are immediately difpatched.

The ancient diverfion of hawking is ftill ufed in this country, and the woods afford

great variety of hawks and falcons. Fowling is likewife pra£tifed, though after a peculiar

method; for, inftead of fpringing the game with dogs, the fowler fhades himfelf with a

piece of canvas ftretched upon two reeds, whereon is delineated the figure of a leopard^

at the approach of which, the partridges, ouails, and woodcocks, aflemble clofely together;

when the fportfman, under this difguife, oeing enabled to come very near, dirciSls the

muzzle of his piece through an aperture in the canvas, and iires among the whole

covey.

The manners and cuftomc of thefe people parta!ce, in a very high degree, of the primitive

fimplicity; and, except in the article of religion, the Arabs in this ftate appear exa£U/

to anfwer the character and defcription given of them thri:e thoufand years ago. The
common falutation is, ' Peace be unto thee !' and the deference of inferiors to fuperiors

is denoted by kifling their feet, knees, or garments; whin is alfo the manner in which

children exprefs their duty and refpe(^ to parents and relations. In their hofpitality to

ftrangers, they revive the remembrance of the patriarchal ages; the greatefl: prince not

difdaining to fetch a lamb from his flock, while the royal confort with her own hands

prepares and drefles it. The hoft wafbes the feet of his guefts, and officioufly waits on

them during the entertainment: but, notwithflanding this apparent kindnefs and fim-

plicity, inftancos are faid not to be wanting, where the entertainer has made free w^ith the

property of the unfufpicious traveller on whom he had fo obfequiouHy attended.

The houfes in Barbary and the Lievant are all fquare, with flat roofs, furrounding a

court, the fronts towards which are alone decorated. On entering the habitation of a

man of quality, benciv-^ are perceivable at the porch or gateway, where the owner receives

vifits, and tranfa^s bufmefs ; few perfons, even among his neareft relations, being ad-

mitted farther, except on extraordinary occafions. Beyond this lies the court, which is

ufually paved with matble, and furrounded with cloifters, leading to fpacl'Mis apartments,

whicn, however, feldoni communicate with each other.

In the neighbourhood of every city or village n a piece of ground allotted I'tr fepulture,

•in which every family of diftimftion has a particular cemetary walled in, when the bodies

are depoflted >n fcparatc graves, with ftones at the head and foot of each, the inteimcdiate

fpace being either planted with flowers, or covered with tiles. Perlbns of rank have

ufually a fquare room, with a bandfome copula, built over their graves, which being cot:-
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ftantly kept white and clean, illuftratc the exprefllon of Chrift, where he compares the
hypocrites to whited fepulchres, which appear outwardly beautiful, but within are full

of dead men's bones, and all uncleannefs. Thefe ftrudlures are often raifed with a plaifter

or cement, compofed of wood-aflics, lime, and fine fand, beat inceffantly with wooden
mallets for three days and nights, and fprinklcd, at proper intervals, with oil and water

alternately.

The government of Tunis is defpotic, and the fucceflion herHitaryj but the bty has

the privilege of nominating either of his fons, brothers, nephews, coufins, or in fhcr t any
branch of his family, however remote, whom he judges moft worthy to fucceed him.

A divan is afTcmbled to deliberate about matters of importance; but as they are entirely

the friends and dependents of the bey, they have only the mortification of giving a con<-

ftrained voice to every refolution he propofes. Formerly, the divan had an almoft unlimited

powers 3t leafi-, in a negative capacity : but, by the ill conduiSl and rapacious exaciions

of the bafliaws, the beys were furnilhed with a fufficient pretext for taking the entire

adminiftration of affairs into their own hands; as well to difpenfe. juftice with more

impartiality, as to prevent the frequent depofitions and mafiacres, which fo frequently

happened when there were different competitors for power. Yet, though the beys arc

entirely independent of the Grand Signior and the divan, they have not at all times been

able to fupprefs jealoufies and cabals, or to prevent the rebellion of their own fons, whea
they fufpctfted the partiality of their father to a yotmger brother; the dignity, of courfe,

oftener falling to his fliare who has addrefs enough to form the ftrongeft party, than to

that of him who is honoured with the nomination ; and when this office becomes vacant,

a fucceflbr is feldom eftabliOied without bloodflied..

The beys, at prefent, either have not, or are afraid of exerting, half the authority with

%vhich they were originally invefted ; and, indeed, they do not fcem to affect the fplendor

offl-ate, being fatisfied with the reputed privilege of reigning with abfolute and uncon-

trouled fway. Perhaps, too, motivesof policy may make thefe princes avoid the appearance

ef magnificence; lefHt ihould ftimulate the ambition or avarice of their neighbours, cr

excite the envy of their own fubjedis.

The revenues of this Ihte cannot be well afcertained; as theyarife from annual tribates

from the Moors and Arabs, and duties on imports and exports, which are in a continual

ftatc of fluctuation, being often evaded by thofe who ought to pay them. A few militia

and ren"r;adocs, chiefly the bey's guard, and the garrifon of his capital, compofe the

military ftrength of this kingdom; though the bey,, upon emergencies, can command a

numerous army of Moors and Arabs, but tlieir fidelity is not much to be relied on.

The fhips belonging to government are (eldom.more than four, the largeft carrying no

more than forty guns, and all of them badly equipped for fervice; thefe, with thirty

galliots, generally commanded by a renegado^ are the whole naval force of the bey.

Private adventurers, however, fit out galliots at their own expence, certain perquifites

being allowed the bey on all captures.

On entering the road of Tui.ia, a Chriftian trading-veiTel falutes the caftle of Golletta

with three guns; after which the mailer informs the aga from whence he comes, fiut

ihips
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Ihips of war are anchored at feme diftance, and mult not fire a pun till they receive a

falute from the caftle. The conful is obliged to give the bey immediate notice of the

arrival of every fuch fhip, who iffues orders for the confinement of the flavcs; and, at

the man of war's departure, the captain is ufually prefented with oxen, fhcep, poultry^

and other refrelhments.

'

The duties on anchorage, and loading and unloading goods, in this kingdom, run excef-

fively high; yet a confiderable trade is carried on betvtreen the Tunilecns and fevcral

European nations. France takes Morocco leather, hides, oil, wool, and wax, in exchange

for Languedoc cloths, iron, fteel, hardware, paper, brandy, fugar, and fpices. The Jews
are principally concerned in the management of the Italian trade, who export the fame

commodities as thofe fent to France, receiving damafks, gold and filver tifliie, and feveral

forts of filk and woollen ftuifs,. in return. The Moors and Turks export gold duft, bales

of caps, and lead, to the Levant; bringing back filks, calicoes, iron allum, and vermilion.

The fame forts of goods are carried into Egypt, which are bartered for rice, linen, flax,

cotton, and coffee. TheEngliih trade with this country is rather uncertain; and, indeed,

ieems but little attended to.

All public treaties are drawn up ia Arabic; which has, however, loft much of it's

original energy and beauty. The great number of renegadoes from Spain, France, and

Italy, who are as much encouraged for difclaiming Chriftianity, as admired for their

fuperior abilities, have rendered their rcfpe£live languages very familiar in this country,

particularly in Tunis; but the Lingua Franca, as it is called,, is the ufual language in

which commercial tranfaflions are carried on with foreign nations.

The Jews are amazingly numerous in this kingdom, (particularly in the capital, where

feparate quarters are allotted them), and live after their ovvn tnftitutions, without molefta-

tion. They carry on a very extenfive trade, and are computed to amount to about ten

thoufand.

Criminals are fubjefted to almoft fimllar punifhments with thofe of Algiers: fuperfti-

tion has, however, taught them the moft dreadful inflictions on fuch renegadoes as return

to Chriftianity, who are either enclofed in a cloth, dipped in molten pitch, and afterwards

fet on fire; or^ being wholly covered, except the face and head, thofe parts are anointed with

honey, which expofes them to a lingering and miferable death, from the ftings of wafps,

and other infeds.

Slaves, who attempt to emancipate themfelves, by running away, or by murdering

their Mahometan mafters, are tortured with the utmoft barbarity; for the laft-mentioned

crime, they break the convict's legs and arms, and tying him to a horfe's tail, drag him

through the ftreets; after which, if he furvivcs, his body is delivered to the Franks, or free

Chriftians. Frequently, however, in fpite of the oflUceis of juftice, the rabble divert them-

felves with dragging the body about after the executioner has performed his office, ofl^ering

it all manner of indignities, roafting it with ftraw, and when it has almoft loft the hum.in

fliape, committing it to a neighbouring ditch.

Tripoli, though an appendage on the Grand Signior's government, aflumes the name of

a kingdom} and, according; to the cuftotn of all the Barbary ftates,,receiving it's nanve

from.

'""
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from it's capital, is called New Tripoli, to diftinguifh it from the ancient city in Phoenicia,

which ftill retains it's original title.

This kingdom, which includes the Defart of Barca, and the reft of Barbary,is bounded

by Egypt on the eaiV, the Mediterranean Sea on the north, Tunis on the weft, and Nubia

on the fouth : it extends about twelve hundred miles in length, but is of very difpropor-

tionate breadths. No rivers of confequence water this country; nor is it's coaft diftin-

guiflied for any natural curiofities, except the Gulph of Sydra, the Syrtis Magna, as it is

•called, to diftinguifti it from the Syrtis Minor, which lies on' the coaft of Tunis.

Tripoli is divided into maritime, and inland: and the worthlefs inhabitants of thefe

jreat diftrifls are only marked by the odious diftindtion of being pirates in the former,

and robbers in the latter. The chief towns lie along the coaft, but few of them merit any

particular defcription; being in general thinly inhabited, meanly built, and ruined by the

exaiSlions of the government on the one hand, and the depredations of the Arabs on

ithe other.

Tripoli, the capital of the kingdom, which is fituated in fourteen degrees thirty minutes

eaft longitude, and in thirty-three degrees five minutes north latitude, is a fmall, but po-

pulous place, ftanding on a fandy fltuation by the fhore, and furrounded by high walls,

Hanked with pyramidical towers. It has only two gates; one fronting the fouth, and the

other the north, or fea-fide: to the eaft is a group of rocks, on which forts have anciently

been ere(Sted; and to the weft, a ftrong caftle, fortified in the modern ftile, and defended

by cannon of uncommonly large dimenAons.

At a fmall diftance lies Old Tripoli, almoft in ruins; famous for having been the birth-

place of the Roman Emperor Severus.

New Tripoli once enjoyed a conftderable trade; and, being filled with a number of

capital edifices, exceeded almoft every city on the coaft in wealth and beauty: but from

a fcarcity of water and corn in the vicinity, (the two moftefTential articles of life) this

place has loft much of it's former fplendor, and it's limits are become very contracted.

The houfes are mean, low, and irregular; but fome monuments of it's original grandeur

ftill remain, particularly a noble triumphal arch, part of which is buried in the fand,

though enough is now confpicuous to excite our admiration of it's elegant architecture.

This ftruclure was compofed of the fineft marble; and the whole was evidently executed

according to the pureft models of antiquity : over each of it's four gates is a triumphal

thariot, one of which reprefents Alexander drawn by two fphinxes.

This arch, which is very entire, compared with other works of fimilar antiquity in

this country, is more indebted for it's prefervation to the efFeCls of fuperftition, than to

the durability of the marble of which it is conftruCted; a tradition having prevailed for a

number of ages, that it's demolition will be attended with fome dread/ul calamity. In
confirmation of this idle ftory, the natives point out a ftone almoft feparated from the

building, which they confidently aflert to have been difplaced by order of one of their

princes, whofe workmen were immediately alarmed by an earthquake; but, ftill perfever-

ing, notwithftanding this fupenyatural admonition to defift, they were all buried under an

immenfe cloud of fand.

The
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The Francifcan friars, and feveral other orders of monks, have fettled in New Tripoli •,

the former of whom have a handfome church, convent, and hofpital, which laft edifice is

too often rendered neceflary by the malignant and pedilential diforders incidental to the

climate.

Without the walls is an ancient burial-place, where urns, medals, and other reliqucs,

are frequently dug up; and, nbtwithftanding the barrcnefs of the foil, a confiderable num-
ber of villas are difperfed round the country, theChridian (Taves (who are, however, not

very numerous) being generally employed in the cultivation of the gardens.

The linen-manufactory is, the principal trade of New Tripoli, great quantities of

cloth being made by the inhabitants } but they place their chief dependence on their cor*

fairs, who are more mifchievous and defperate than almoft any other on this piratical

coaft. Indeed, their audacity has been pretty well humbled, fmce the bombardment of

their mctroplis by the French; which being the moft important hiftorical circumftancc

within our knowledge, we (hall concifely relate it.

Lewis XIV. of France, highly incenfed on hearing that a (bip under his colours

had been taken by a corfair belonging to this ftate, and feveral of his fubjeds detained in

captivity in fpite of remonftrances, o.'dered all his officers failing in thefe feas to make
reprifaUi and the Marquis of Anfreville foon after meeeting with fix fail belonging to

the Tripolitans, on the north coaft of Sicily, immediately attacked them. Three of

the rovers inftantly fled ; while the reft, being hardy enough to engage, were dreadfully

handled, and at length obliged to make their efcape to the ifland of Chios, in order to

repair the damages they had fuftained>

Commodore Duquefnc being informed of this circumftance, followed them with a

fquadron of feven fail ; and, after fending a mefage to the aga of Chios, informing him

that he only came in fearch of fome Tripoliun pirates, who, in contempt of the moft^

folemn treaties, had committed feveral flagrant outrages on the fubjefts of France, and

hoping he would not proted fuch mifcreants, compleatly blocked up the port. This

meflage being difregarded by the aga, the French commodore immediately bombarded the

place, making dreadful havock among the inhabitants ; but he was prevented from entering

the harbour, by a ftrong ftaccado, which the Tripolitans had contrived to place in his way.

The Porte was greatly alarmed on this occafion ; but, through the addrefs of the French

ambaftador, articles were framed, fo much to his advantage, that the regency of Tripoli

rejeAed them with the ftrongeft indications of contempt. Upon this, the French monarch

directed a powerful armament againft Tripoli, under the command of Marflial D'Etrees,

vice-admiral ofFrance ; who, beingjoined by two other fquadrons, appeared before this city

with his whole fleet on the 15th of June 1685. The bombardment commenced with

great fury; and a deplorable havock being foon made, the inhabitants difpatched a venerable

old man, near a hundred years of age, who had been twenty-four years dey of Algiers,

to folicit a peace on the beft terais he could obtain. The French commodore demanded

two hundred thoufand crowns, as a recompence for the captures made from his nation ; and

infifted that all Chriftian flaves who had been takea under French colours fhould be

immediately delivered up. Thefe terms were acceded to by the regency ) but fome delays

7 X arifmg
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arifing from the hnpofibility of raiftng Co conflderable a fum, the demand wa^grcktl.-

reduceJ* and at laft fatisfted in money, rings, and jewels. All the French flaves were

iet at liberty, the conful of their nation wrat allowed to enjoy peculiar privileges and

exemptions, and two of the TripoUtan chiefs were obliged to do homage at the court of

Verfaillcs.

The Ueiart of Barca, which is properly included in the kingdom of Tripoli, is of very

uncertain limits, being for the moft part only a barren traA of ibifting fands; on which

account, the Arabs, bywhom it is principally inhabited, ftile it the Road of Whirlwinds..

Thi* whole country is parched up for want of water; and, except in the neighbourhood,

of the towns and villages, the earth produces biit little grain or fruits } hence the wretched:

inhabitants are as ill provided in food or raiment as can poffibly be conceived, and their

very external appearance is fuiHcient to terrify any ftranger. Their afpeA is fierce nn^

ravenous, meagre hunger giving a tinge to the complexions of the whole race: as t. / are

more necelHtous, they are more defperate than others } and the traveller who efcapcs naked

with his life, may think himfelf very mildly treated among theie wretched mifcreants.

The canton in which flood the ancient temple of Jupiter Ammon, is eftecmed the moft

dangerous and arid ; being almoft wholly covered with fands, which not only link under

the traveller's feet at every ftep, but being light, and eafily raifed by the leaft breath of

wind, often ftifle him in an inftant, and fometimes bury whole caravHns. The melancholy

cataftrophe of Cambyies, and his army, in his bold attempt againfl the temple and oracle

juft mentioned ; and the dangerous expedition of Alexander; are woU known by all thofe

who have the flighteft acquaintance with ancient hiftory. Inlhort, the country and inha-

bitants both confpire to render travelling equally dangerous and unprofitable; and thouglr

it was once the route purfued by the caravans journeying between Barbary and Mecca, they

now car«fully avoid this inhofpitable traiA, by taking a more diftant circuit.

1'he GoaA of Barea is generally known by the name of Derne,. an appellation which ic

receives from one of it's moft confiderable towns and ports ; and,, indeed, it is only in die

maritime parts that the natives feem to have imbibed the fmalleft ideaof humanity or juftice

:

the manners of the reft areas wild as the foil they poflefs} aiid nature feems to have looked

on this region with averiion and difguft.

With refpe^ to the religion and government of Tripoli, it will be fufficient to fay, that

they ar^ almoft the fame as thofe of Algiers and Tunis, already defcribed ;. excepting only

that the Bey of Tripoli is not merely a titular vafTal to the Porte, but is really under the-

l'ubje<9;ion of the Grand Signior, to whom he pays an annual tribute. A« this eixreafes-

the exigences of the ftate, and the people are almoft deftitute of commerce, they are loaded^

with the moftopprciEvtf taxes, and reduced to. the l«weft ebb of indigence and mifery.

The public revenues are likewife confiderably augmented from the number of prizes

taken by their corfairs; as well as theexaiSiona from the Jews, who have the principal

diredion of the trade, and are very numerous. The bey, having the full protection of

the Porte, preserves tlte moft unlimited fway, not only over the people in general, but

likewife over the divan, which he only convenes for the purpofe of ratifying his refolu*

tions, as rocrc onatter of form*. w< s*3i? -> :ii a^ > -. efcirii oiv^t i' .c- n^'S- n}b \

^ •: The
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Ttu principal obmmerce wifts lirom the fal« pf-Aavti, which art chitfly ftttt intoTutky,

where they produce the higheft price i and from dealing in aflies, whidl they purchareof

the Arabians, and difpofe of to the Europeans, by whom they are ufed in manufaAuriitg

foap and glu(s«

To the credit of the regency of Tripoli, it haa been obferVad, that they have inoM

ftri£t!y aditeled to treaties and' compifts, than moft of their tieighbouri : thi6 punAuality,
whether it proceeds from principle,'Or s deiUcioafnefs-of Iheir own wtaknefs, is attendod

with Tery beneficial tfkSt* to the navigation^ CommtrcidJ countries.

• The kuR treaty between this nation and ourown^ confiftingof twenty-five articles,

was ratified by Viee-Admiral Baker, on the 19th of Junto 1716, and fecures to England

privlleg^l 4Ad «i(«ittp(ioii8 ftptfrior to thoft of ftny oilier Chriftian nation.

ii '.'.•.\-t ;•".:
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(A CCORDfNG<o the inventiyi; genius of poet$, this country derived it'snaoiefrom

T\ EgypHus, the,broth«r,of !panauis, one of it's foveijeigns: the Hebrews and Arabs,

however, call it Mifraim^.and the Turks ^i0ingw|lh it by the appellation of EUkebit, or

the Overflowed .CQWf»ti;y,,,„,
.,.,;,:.o^, , .i,,,.^.}, ,,viudiy ,dl rsn,: .,i-,»>( .

Egypt has the,Mediterranean for it's boundary on the north} the Ifthmus of Suez and

the Red Sea» on. the eaft; Nu|}ia, on the foifi^ } end the Defarts of Barca, witH the un-

known regions of Africa, 09 the weft t,t lies between the thirtieth and thirty-fixth de-

grees of eaft longitude from X/ondon, a;^dbetiveiE;n the twentieth and thirty-fecpnd degrees

of north ia<itude.} extending about five huadred and fifty miles ini length, from north to

ibuth^ and ?bout a hundred ^t it's mecjium bi^eadth. ^

This kingdom confifts of three grand divifions, the Lower, Middle, and Upper; the

greatefb par^.^ Lower Egypt is an ifland formed by the two principal branches of tba

Ni|e,' which divides itfdf a few mile^ below pid Cairo, and the Mediterranean Sea.

The ahnoftperpendiculajc rays of the CuA. about th? fummer folftice, being refle^d

frghv a Tandy foil, render the qlim^te exceflivj?)/ hot in that feafon, ^ni the winters aro'

never fevere. Near the fea-coaft, heavy rains occafionally fall between November and

March, but at Cairo the inhabitants are feldom blefTed with a refrefhing ihower, except

in the three winter months, when they have frequent fupplies: in Upper Egypt there

is fometimes nota fingle (hqwer in two or three y/iars* Indefd., the people regard this ex-

emption from rain as a blefilng^ conceivi{ng it would prove ^jurious to their lands, the

waters of the Nile abundantly fupplytng every purppfe of vegetatiqn.

The weft and "orth-weft winds, genen^lly the harbingers of rain, are Icfs frequent than

thofe from the north and fouth. From about the middle of ^^rcliyto the begitining of

May, the fbuth-eaft wind, which is cften fo fultry as to refemble the heat of an oven,

continues to bl^wi <:<Wi>«Uirig t^iiuitiv«$ te Iiomnrs (kwoafclvos jo va4t9 and caves, that

iirT .
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th«y (pay 9Voi(^ fufFocatifln. '
When this ferti^wrind fiiifd: to the fouth-weft, which not

unfrcquently bapp«ns* it raifes^ fuch cbuds of (and, as obfcutre the light of the fun, and
oqcafdon a total.darknefs ; .o. . ... ' xi

The Etcfian, or north wind, begins to blow in May, a fliort time previous to the rifing

of |he Nile ( and) the bbtlth and (pleifurd (tifpeifcd in it's refrelhing brecites, may well

account '£9r tho partial epithets which the poet^ havr in ill ages conferred on Etefiaii

gjUes..' .This widdk wUhout, Whiteh there wauld> be.no poffibility of navigating the Nile
upwards, on account of the rapidity of it's currents, ufually continues' till 'November., uv;

The foil of Egypt is in general Tandy, exdept whece the inundations of .th& Nile have
carried an adventitious earth; and the whole is ftrongly impregnated with nitre, which^
though it doubtlefs occafipns the fi;equent.eat(hqualfe$ f^lt in thi« country, gilOtly aflifta;

in conveying a fertility to the land, not exceeded in any part of the world.

As the Nile, or Abanchi, which Hgniiies, in theAbyflinian tongue, the Father of Rivers,

is juftly one of the moft celebrated rivers In the world, we (hall prefent our readers with a

particular account of every thing which relates to it', omitting, however, the fabulous

narrations of thofe who have been ftudious to excite wonder at the expence of truth.

This noble river, which the moft unweaVied'refi:archcs of the traveller are unable to

trace to it's fource, and which, like genuine charity, blefTes without being known, isfup-

pofed to have it's origin )n Ethiopia, aJtileVen or tvt^tlve degrees b^ northern latitude, aiid

purfues a courfe of about iifteeri' hundred inilei, for the moft pait in a ndrthern direAfon,

till it divides itfelf, as before obferved, ttiko two branches, about fix miles below Cairo ; one

of which ftretches eaftward, and the other weftward, emptying thcmfelves into the Mediter-

ranean Sea, at the diftance of a hundred miles from each other. This reputed father of

rivers, while cohfined within it's natural boundfat Cairo, is not brOader than the Thames;

at London, and is in fomepla'ce's fordableduri'rigadry feafi>^.' ' '
'

'' '''

The heavy periodical rains which fall' within the tropic^^ ceitainlyoccanon the ahhual

inundatiohs of the Nile^ Whofe watefs leave behind them a prolific miid, which richi/

manures the land : and though the ftreani is naturally very foul, when the water has ftood a

Aifficient time fully to'efFed ifs depuration, it is neither infalub'rious nor unpalatable. The
ancients, who were ignorant of the climates in thofe latitudes,.and who had never obferved

any thing fimilar to the overflowing of the Nile, in other rivers, w^re involved in laby-'

rinths of doubt and perplexity, when they attempted to account for this yearly deluge:

hut the annual rifb'is now well known to be not only peculiar to the Nile, but alfo to

every other ftream that rifes or takes it's courfe within the tropics, as has been more than

once remarked (nour defcrlptidn of the Oriental regions, particularly in Bengal, Tonquin,

and oiam. .

The rife of the Nile is obferved to cwniherirt about the i 8th or igth of June; and,

during the firft week, it's daily encreafe is about three or four inches; the next fortnight ic'

is confiderably greater in proportion, and thus continues augmenting, with increafed ex-

pedition, till it reaches the height of fixteen cubits from it's original depth: the canal cjf

Cairo is then opened; and the rife contini^es increafing for fix weeks longer, till it over-'

iSows the low country; and, filling the canals provided for it's reception, is difttibuted-

aver a vaft extent of land, where the natural inundation would never reach, '
' '•J''-"''^"

This
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This river, in it's courfe thi'ough Egypt, receives no inferior dreams; which, indeed,

the fituatibn alone renders impodtbis, Che ground on each fide having a gentle defcent to

the foot of the mountaini. This circumftance (for which it is probably indebted to

nature, aflifted by art) fcems to be peculiar to the Nile, and is admirably calculated

to render it's overflowing produ£live of more extenfive utility.

The eataradls of Upper Egypt are uwll worthy t>f notice, and have been vi(ited by
fcveral ingenious travellers of our own country. A learned divine^ to whofe friendly

intelligence we are cbnfideraMy indebted, informs us,tliat on approaching the fir(f of thefe

C3tara£ls, he never faw nature difcover fo rude a face as the furcounding country exhi^

bited. On:the< eaft^ of the river, rooks alooe are to be feeA; and, to the wciVj barren

fands, black cliiB, and lofty, mounuins : ttto catara£l, ott the foHth, refembles a rocky

ifland,abov«whieh: towering clifFs appear on each fide} and below, on the north, the

rocksare fanumerous, that the water is hard^difcorniblie. Tlieibed'xif tbeiriver iacroflfed

by three rocks of granite, at fotne diftanoe from each othek*, eVmy one of them forming

three feparate falls, the deepeft of which appears not to exoeed fifteen feet.

This defcription, which is certainly to be depended on as far as it proceeds^ leaves (is

at a lofs to account for the ritiution of thofe cataracts from which theancients, andievea

fomc of the moderns, have delineated fuch awful and fublime' pictures. But perhapsthefc

tremendous falls are higher up the Nile than our moft refpe6table moderns have venturedi

Mr. Lucas mentions, that under the twenty-third degree of latitude, thtf-Nile tfiUesfrom

feveral vaft chafms of a lo^ty rock falling into it's bed beloMr, above twb hundred- fieer,

with a noife more tremendous than that of the loudeft thunder. The wafer, in it's fallj

refembles a large white fheet, about thirty feet broad ; and forms, in it's rapid defcenc, an

arch fuflkiently capaciouft-to admit pehTons within it, without being wet>; and this, the

f&me gentleman obferves, feems to have been a favourite amufement with the> natives,

feveral niehes and' feats ftill appearing in the rocks where they wereaccuftomed to fit on

thefe occafions. Though; from it's extreme height^ the falling water occaftona -a miift

which at a diftance has all the appearance of a cloud, the natives are faid to venture oa

rafts down this aftonifliing fall.

Notwithftahding the mud leftby the inundations of the Nile renders the foil aftoniflilngly

fertile^ Egypt would by no means be the paradife it has always been efteemed, without

cultivation; there is not, indeed, any land where tillage is more neceffary, or mora aiRUu»

oufly attended to.

Thofe who occupy lands which He higher than the inundation 'naturally reaches^ ham
been taught by neceffity to adopt a variety of expedients for raiiiilff the wat^ri In- pltictt»

where the Nile, at it's extreme height, is not much below the level of the earthy this is

eiFe£ied by means of a wheel, the circumference of which, being' provided wkh boxes,

receives -the water» and difcharges it into a trough as the wheel revolves on it's axis. But

where the water is too deep to be raifed by this means, the wheel is furrounded with a ropei

at the extremity of which earthern jars are affiled for the reception and difchavge of the

wateTj in like manner as the former, both wheel*being turned by oxen^ But inthofe places

where the banks of the Nile are very high, the inhabitants with incredible labour raife the
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water in buckets, Mrhich they empty into bafons formed for thatpurpofe; thi$, if ncccY-

fary, being alfo conduced into one (hi! higher. In Upper Egypt there arc fometimes five

or fix of thefe bafons, one above the other, tlie laftof which only diftributes the water over

the land. This fcvere toil, which the dread of want could alone ftimulate them to undergo,

ts fcldom necelTary in the Middle and Lower Egypt, where canals having been formed,

the \vater is conveyed, by opening fluices, or removing banks, into large refervoirs, capa-

ble of occa(lonally fupplying the more remote lands.

Egypt, which was formerly the granary of the Roman empire, as it ts at prefent of the

neighbouring countries, abounds with wheat, rice, barley, and other fpccies of grain. It,

however, affords few vegetables naturally} moft of the tender plants being parched up by

the heat, or rotted by the annual inundations. Sugar-canes, melons, dates, and figs, with

cucumbers and other efculent plants, thrive exceedingly in this country: fenna and colo-

quintida are likewife produced in very large quantitieaj with the fbroier of which, in

particular. Upper Egypt fupplies almoft all Europe.

When the Nile retires within it's proper channel, which ts ufually about November or

December, the fpring-corn and vegetables are immediately fown. March and April arc

the harveft-months ;' and the foil generally produces three crops a yean the firil of thefs

crops ufually confifts of lettuces and cucumbers, (the latter being the principal food of the

inhabitants in fummer) the fecotvd of corn, aiMl the third of melons.

Egypt appears to have few indigenous trees, thofe cultivated in the gardens being ccr»

tainJy exotic; fuch as the cous, or cream-tree, the orange, the lemon, the apricot, the

pomegranate, the caffia, the cotton, and a tree bearing a moft delicious fruit called' mofch.

The mofl common trees in Egypt are, the palm or date-tree, which makes excellent

wine, the tamarilk, the fount, Pharaoh's fig, the fycamore of the ancients, and a tree

refembling the palm, called the dome-tree. . .

This country is very plentifully ftocked with black cattle; and it^is faid that nolefs

than 200,000 oxeaare e^iploycdi daily by the natives toraifi: the waters o£ the Nile an4
plowtheland. , , -1 .' ,.' va.-ii,;*./ -->

:t\\t

The beafts of burden are camels and dromedaries; the Reth of which,, when young, fs

cfteemed exquifltely delicious by the Mahometaivs, who will not permit any Chriflian to

tafte iU The horfes, particularly thofe of Upper Egypt, are very fine; but though thejr

walk exceedingly well, gallop with gre$it fpeed,. and are extremely tra£lable, they never

trot, and are reckoned incapable of performing long journics. There is likewiie a very

numerous and fine breed ofafFes,on which all Chriflians are obliged- to- be carried,, riding

on horfeback being an honour and diftin£lion which the Turks, claim the exclufive privi-

lege of enjoying. In the neighbouihood. of Alexandria are vaft numbers of beautiful ante-

lopes and large buffaloes: and there afe alio feme tygers aiid hyaenas in this country; as

well as great plenty of hares and foxes^ which latter are of a mucb lighter colout than

thofe of Europe^

Theoftrich, which is the king o^birds in this country, is very common in the moun-
tains tothe fouth-w^ft of Alexaiuiria; it's fat is thought to poflTefs many medicinal c^ualities^

being efteemcd efficaci^ in the theumatiOn, paify, and all cold tumours.

.\ - A kind
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A kind of large domeftic hawk frequents the tops of houfes, and it treated with uncom-

mon vc-ncrationi as well as the fer-chaous, or meflengcr-bird, the plumage of which is

remarkiibly beautiful.

'i'hc ibis, one of the principal deities of the ancient Egyptians, is alfo very common on

the iflands of the Nile } it refembles a crane, and is of a grcyifli colour, with black wings

aiiJ tail. The veneration in which this bird was formerly held, probably arofe from it's

d.ftroying fuch numbers of thofe ferpents which breed in the earth after the k .tezt of the

waters.

At prefent no bird in Egypt is fo much efteemed as the ftork, which exhibits fuch a

lovely picture of filial afFedtion. It is accounted highly profane to kill, or even moleft

thefe birds, and they are now held as facred as the ibis was anciently.

7'he ufual birds of prey, and game, are likewife plentiful in Egypt} fuch as eagles,

vultures, hawks, wild geefe and ducks, woodcocks, fnipes, and quails.

The rat, called ichneumon, which has been fabled to deftroy the ':rocodile, by leaping

down it's throat, and gnawing through it's bellyj thecameleoni and 'he worral, which is

faid to be afFcdled by mufic; are all natives of Egypt.

It is impofllble to enumerate the variety of poifonous reptiles and infe£ls which this

teeming foil produces} the vipers, however, which form iwo diftindi fpecies^ art much
efteemed in medicine. '.-•> u'.nni '4,-!j

The hippotamus, or river-horfe, an amphibious animal, refembling an ox iii it's hinder

parts, and having a head like a horfe, is common in Upper Egypt} but this animal is feU

dom feen below the firft cataraA.

The crocodile, concerning which fo many fabulous ftorieshave been invented, was once

^thought peculiar to Egypt; but it feems not to differ greatly from the alligators of India

and America. This creature is of the lizard fpecies, and grows to about twenty feet in

length, having four fhort legs, and large feet armed with claws. The head ts flat, the

eyes are rather large, and the back is covered with hard fcaks capable of reiiiling s

mufket-ball.

This amphibious creature is Aipplied with a flefiiy fubftance, fixed along the lower jaw>»

which ferves inftead of a tongue for the purpofe of turrring it's food. It has two long teeth

at the end of the upper jaw, which are received into two correfponding holes inthe lowtfy

the upper jaw only being capable of motion. The crocodile is extremely quicfc-fightetf^

and is generally feen, when on land, upon the low banks of fandy iflands, with tt*^B head

towards the water; into which it flowly retires when difturbed, and gradualiy difappears.

The eggs of this animal, ufually about fifty, and not hrger than thofe of a goofe, are

depoHted and covered up in holes in the fand about two feet deep. Thefe eggs are hatched

in thirty days, when the young immediately make for the river. '>" '-^'^

The tears and alluring voice of this creature need fcarcely'be mentioned as poetScal

fidlions, the moft authentic modesn travellers having never been able to obtain- a (ingle

proof of thefe cii'cumftances. It indeed leaps upon any man or beafl it meets with oi> the

banks of t^e river, and feizes them with it's fore-paws } or, if at too great a diftance, fpring&

fuddenly upon them, beats them dowa with it's tail,^ and devours it's prey^

In
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In order to Jeftroy thi« animal, the native* generally torture fome inferior creature till

it criet out} when ihc crocodiJe making it'» appearance, they dart a fort of harpoon into

it's belly, after the manner in which whales arc taken in the Greenland fcaa and othec

places.

The hiftory of this country is Co blended with fii^ion and tradition^ that nothing can

with certainty be faid refpe^ting it's government and revolutions in diftant ages. That
foildner» for antiquity, which feldom fails to involve it's votaries in obfcurity, has made
the Egyptians, who pretend to an exigence as a nation many thoufand years before the

Flood, leave their true origin in the greatcft uncertainty. Pafltng, therefore, over fuch

accounts, as bea^ internal evidence of their own falfity, we (hall only remark, that the tine

of the Pharaohs fat on the throne in an uninterrupted fucceflion; till Cambyfes 11. King
of Perfia, fubdued Egypt, five hundred and twenty years before the Chriftian era) and

that, in the reigns of thefe princes, thoCe furprizing ftruAures were ercdied, which baffle

the refbarchea of antiquity, and fliil remain the admiration of the world. Alexander the

Great ncjic conquered Egypt, and foon after built the famous city of Alexandria, called

after his own name. He was fuccceded by Ptolemy, who again rendered this an inde<

pendent kingdom. Ptolemy Philadelphus, his fon, colle£leU the celebrated library ^it

Ale^aivlcia, faid to have coofiftcd of feven hundred thpufand voluaKSj among which was

that tranflation of the Holy Bible known by the name of the Septuagint. In the race of

the Ptolemies, the imperial power continued for near three hundred years, when Cleopatra,

fitter of Ptolemy Piooyfius, the laft king* mounted the throne} who, having made herfelf

equally diftinguifhed in the annals of gallantry and of war, fell a vidim to her own am-

bition* an,d Egypt degenerated, into a Roman province. In this ftate it continued for

leren hnnifmi^ytwii when Om^r, thie ficcond caliph of the fuccefTors of Maho{net> expelle4

tl^e4^nl(|f^»,e£M>lii}vng hia own fovefeigntyrand that of his fuccefTorSt

AboiM.the yc^r ofithe.Chnftiui-aera cig^t hundred and feventy, the Egyptians fet up «

cali^ of^thpir own, to whom likcwifethe Saracens in Afri(:a and Spain were fubje^l; but

the governors of provinces gradually abridging their power, left only the empty nameof
fovereign in t heir poflfeffipni,

,

In ii6o» the Genera) of Nouraddin» Suttan of Damafcus, conquered the kingdom of

Bcyfli tWhoTdi-font the famous. Sa144uh. fucceedied him^ In this line the regal power

C9qiM9HediMUboHt tha year1242, whnu the Mamalnkes depofed Elmutan* the laflof that

xst&tt aod.confcrred the crown on. one of their own oBuvf* named Turquemenius. This

king, and. hk fucceflbrs, were engaged in continual wars withr the Chriftiantj till, at

length, the Sulun Araphus expelled them, entirely from the Hply Land. In fhort, Egypt

feU into the power. of Selim, Emperor of the Turks, in 1515, under whofe fuccefTors it

has ever fmce remained'.

Egypt is now govrmedby aviceroy,ililed theBaihaw ofGrand Cairo, nominated by the

Ottoman Porte) b ^t the jurifdidion of the provinces, into wbch it is divided appears to

b«,vcfied. in governors who are natives of the country. :ind r^xcecife ahfolute authority

thrpughcwt their refpedive.difti;tds,i By the power of the^ beys that of thebaihaw is

coniidcrably limited s and as notking,of importance can. be traofadcdivithoutt their con-*

,
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currcnce, the government of Egypt is a kind of mixed monarchy. The lands, indeed,

are all held of the Porte, ftill paying him an annual rent, and a fine on every defcent,

but they are ncverthelcfs hereditary ; and the bafhaw, to fupport his own authority, and

the intereft of his mafter, is often obliged to have recourfe to ftratagem, by engaging the

ffiendfliip of fome of the leading beys, and fomenting quarrels among them, which their

own reftlefs difpofition gives him frequent opportunities of eiFcAing.

The balhaw is conflantly attended by his guards, and has at leaft all the externals of

royalty} the revenue which he collefls for the Grand Signior arifes fr»m the annual rentiy^

c'uftoms, and a poll-tax on Jews and Chriftiaiis. The villages are rated at a certain fum»

which is never exadted when the Nile fails to rife fixteen cqbits. The whole treafure'

tranfmitted to Conftantinople amounts annually to about four hundred and eighty thoufand

pounds fterlingi hut it is probable that twice this fum is collc^^ed, which never finds it's

way out of the country.

The Egyptians have neither agreeable nor regular features, and the heat of the fun foon

gives a very fwarthy appearance to thofe who are much expofed to it's efFeds. The Coptics,

who compofe a conftderable number of the prefent inhabitants, are the dcfoendants of the

firft Chriftians of the country, whofe once celebrated langi'age is now become a dead one.

Thefe, like the reft of the natives, are an indolent, flovenly people, enervated by the

warmth of the climate, and deaf to the voice of ambition. Turks and Arabs, as in Bar-

bary, are alfo very numerous; and the former, being animated by more active pafltons, arc

extravagancy fond of riches and power.

The prefent drefs of the natives bears a ftrong affinity to that of the ancient Egyptians;

confiding of a long fhirt with wide fleeves, tied round the middle, a brown woollen fliirt

over which diftinguifhcs the populace, and a blue one thofe of fupcrior rank. Almoft

all defcriptions of men v/ear linen drawers; but they are not ufed to confine their Ihirts,

which are fufFered to hang down at full length. :

The Chi iftians, Arabs, and native Mahometans, generally wear white or brown woollen i

wrappers in winter, and blue and white cotton ones in fummer; which they fold round

their bodies, bringing them over their left-(houlders and under their right-arms.

The particular manner of decorating the feet and head in this country, conftitutes the

diftintSiions of rank and religion; the oblervance of which is enforced with penalties and

forfeitures: thus, the Chriftians, Janizaries, Arabs, and Egyptians, wear red leather flip-

jicrs; the Jews blue; and foreign Chriftians are alone fufFcred to wear yellow. The
turban, or red woollen cap, forms the head-drefs of all ranks} but the latter is chiefly wciii

by the common people among the Coptics and Arabs.

The women are moftly drefled in filk, and their apparel is in much the fame form as

that of the men, only confiderably fliorter. Their heads are adorned with woollen caps,

over which embroidered handkerchiefs being placed, the hair is plaited round them. Large

black veils almoftcntlrely conceal their faces, it being thought highly indelicate for females

to expofe more than one eye to ftrangers. Rings in the ears and nofe arc ufually worn,

the value of which is proportioned to the quality of the wearer: bracelets are likewife in

ufe; apd the women, among the vulgar, by way of compleating their decorations, paint
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M AFRICA.
^jeir Hp; and th« (ips of Uieir chias with blue; while tho(e of a fuperior clafs (bin their

^ye-Ijds wjth bUck, and their naiU and feet with yellow.

The religion of this country is extremely various: the Coptic is that of the native

Chriftians^ whp are £iid to, perform their devotions in a nunner which ih^ws the greateft

negled ofiger^uine.rcsligion; efleen^ingallfaiuSlity tD,confi^ in long Ibrvkes, theob^rvance

of numerous fafts, and other forms introduced by ignorance or fttperilitioim to the detri-

ment of experimental deKotion. The liturgies they makeufe of are thofeof St. Bail!,

Qt. Gregory, and St. Cyril.

The children of the Coptics are plunged three timea into the water in the b^ptifmah

ceremony; after which the prieft dips his finger in the confecrated wine, and puts it into

the child's mouth. At ^sven or eight years of age, they are generally cfpoufed; and a

little before confumma^ien, which is at about eleven or twelyre, they arc circumcifed.

Divorces are eaflly procured, even for difagreement; and a difpenfation to marry again,

uiually with as much eafe, from the patriarch or bifliop : fliould he, however, ref^ife this

ipdulgence, the cady, who is next applied to on thefe occafion.s, readily complies with the

requeft. .

.

The Eucharift is.adminiftered in both kinds, every Wednefday and Friday, on holidays,

arid every day during Lent; and whpn the prieft, in the fervice, mentions Peter's cutting

off the ear of the high-prieft's fervant, the audience exclaim, * Well done, Peter !*

They obferve part of the JewiOi ritual with refpe£l to their food ; and though they have

no images, they proftrate themfelves before pictures, pray for the dead, practice extreme

unftion, and in many other refpeds refemble the Church of Rome.
The adherents of the Greek Church are likewife pretty numerous; between whom, and

the Coptics, though their religion is nearly the fame, the moft implacable enmity fubfiiU}

and, i- d^ed, tae Coptics treat almoft all European Chriftians with little regard, which

probably proceeds from their antipathy to the miiSonaries who endeavour to make them

profelytes.

Among the Jews are a particular kSty the ancient Eflenes, now called Charaims, who
receive the Pentateuch according to the letter, without any regard to traditions or com-

mentators.

The Turks, who think religion very fafbionable, often perform their devotions in pub-

lic; they are deeply tinflured with the abflrufe dotSlrines of predeftination, which not only

infpire them with an enthuflaftic ardour in profperity, but teach them alfo the greateft

reftgnation in adverilty. Yet, with' all their external fan£tity, they are a treacherous and

artful people, eomplaifant only to their fuperiors, or where their inter^ft i^ conne&ed, and

priding themfelves on being fuperior to the Chriftians, whom they hold in great contempt.

The ordinary mode of falutation is by ftretching out the right-hand, bringing it to the

breaft, and moderately bowing the head : the extraordinary falute is diftingui&ed by kif-

fing the hand, and moving it to th£ head. They kifs the hand of a fuperior, or the hem of

his garment; and, in receiving any thing from his hands, kids the article,, whatever it may

be, and prefs it gently to their heads.

One jridiculous peculiarity of the natives is the uncommon veneration which^ they ftiew

to
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idiots, wbo are cwMend m beings endued with a diviiM fpirit. The Mahometan

WomcQ kne^I rouad them in the ftreets,and even Icifs their genitals with great fervency, as

the means of infuring their own fruitfulnefs. There is a mofque at Grand Cairo, with

conftdoiable revenues, for the maintenance of ideotS} fo that thufe who are unfortunately

devoid of reafon, are very comfortably provided for in this country.

The mofque, coiFee-houfc, and bagnio, with fome little attention to trade, occupy the

whole time o/ the generality of the natives ;
yet they are extremely temperate in their

U'ay of living, and feldom guilty of any excefs either in eating or drinking. The mea
are perpetually in company ; except when they retire to the women's apartment, which

is from twelve at noon to four, and from fupper-time till next morning, during which in-

terval* it would be efteemed the height of rudenefs to interrupt them.

The native Mahon^etans and Arabs are as ignorant as can well b*; conceived; and thq

little learning of the country, which feems to be confined to reading, writing, and book-

keeping, is entirely, in the hands of the Coptics, who on this account meet with con-

fiderablc encouragement from the rich and great. The natives are, however, well Ikilled

in riding, (hooting, and darting, which are efteemed accomplilhments of the firft mag«
nitude.

Though Egypt is not fo much celebrated for the finenefs of it's linen as anciently^

that article ftill conftitutes one of the principal manufadures of the country^ and the flax

which grows in Delta, or the fpace included between the two branches of the Nile, is very

plentiful, and of the moft- delicate texture. Wool and filk are alfo capital branches of

trade for the employment of the common people; the latter, being imported raw from

Syria, and manufactured into veils for the women, curious brocaded handkerchiefs, a
variety of tafFeties, and fattinets.

The Chriftians, who are efleemed themofl ingenious artifans and man ufadlurers, execute,

in particular, every article of the jewellery and plate-trade; for which there is a conildero

able demand in female decorations, and even in furniture, though legal reflri(3ions exifi;

againft ufing them for domeftic purpofes.

The Egyptian pebbles are polifhed with great perfedion, and formed into fnuff-boxes,

hafts of knives, and feveral ornamental trinkets.

fiefore the navigation of India was difcovered, this country was the univerfal mart for

fpices, china, and other manufadlurca and produce of the eaftj but they are now much
dearer than in Europe.

The exportation of rice and coiFee from the Turkiih dominions being prohibitCvl, the

articles fent from thence t . Europe, whi'S are very few, principally confifl of medicinal

roots and drugs for dying.

The imports are, Italian Alks; Englifh cloth, tin, and lead; French trinkets; AfUtic

carpets and illks; and Barbary wool.

Having thus given a general view of the country, 't's cities and antiquities (hall uovr

engage our attention," the laft of which exceed thofe of every other part of the globe.

Alexandria, which is cidled S,caAdaria by the Turks, was built by Alexander the Great,
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ill his return from confulting the oracle of Jupiter Ammon, about three hundred year*

before the birth of Chrift. This once elegant and opulent city, lies near the weftern

branch of the Nile, where the fea forms a crefcent, the ancient stnd commodious haven of

the place, in thirty degrees thirty-nine minutes eaft longitude, and thirty-three degrees

eleven minutes north latitude.

' On an ifland which fermed the port, and was joined to the continent by a commodious
caufeway and two bridges, ftood the celebrated Pharos of araquity, which was efteemed

one of the feven wonders of the world, and whofe fcite is nc w occupied by a caftle called

Phariilon. From this place the profpedt of the city is as rJeafipg as fancy can imagine;

exhibiting an agreeable intermixture of ancient and mod<><-n edifices, confiding of obelifks

and towers, the Column of Pompey the Great, the ininorets of New Alexandria, and other

ftately ftrudlures, the whole terminated by mcuntains, towers, and ruins.

' The ancient city has an outer and inner wall ; the former of which is beautifully raifed

of hewn-ftone, fortified by femi-circular towers at equal diflances, and feems to have been

the work of the pureft ages of architecture; while the latter, though it is much higher

and flronger, is deflitute of that elegant fimplicity, and xhaftity of defign, which mark the

works of antiquity. The ancient royal palace, with it's ofHces, occupied near a fourth

of the whole city; Including, within it's limits, the mufeum,> and the monuments of the

kings, where the body of Alexander theGrfat v/as dcpofited in a coffin of gold, and after-

wards in one of glafs; which lafl was probably it's fituation when Auguflus viewed it,

who is faid to have fcattered flowers over the coipfe, and to have adorned it with a diadem.

One ftrect of extraordinary width extended the whole length of ti:e city, where ».he

mofl magnificent public buildings wereerefted, of which now only a few columns of red

granite remain. The ciflerns, however, built under the houfes for receiving the ^iraters

of the Nile, ilili anfwer the fame purpofe; and the canal of Canopus, which palTes under

Pompe/s Pillar, brings the water up to the walls, and communicates with the ciilerns by
feveral fubterraneous paffages.

Few buildings, except mofques and convents, fland within the ancient walls, and the

greatefl part of the materials have been removed fur the conflrudion of the houfes in the

new city. The Mofque of the Thoufand and One Pillars, as it is called, is a fuperb

edifice, and was formerly dedicated to St. Mark, being erefted near the place where it is

faid that evangelift fufFered martyrdom. The obelifk of Cleopatra, which is fixty-three

feet high, and compofed of a fingle piece of granite, and a variety of marble fragments

fcattered all over the fcite of the ancient Alexandria, furnifh incontrovertihle proofs of it's

uncommon grandeur and magnificence.

Pompey's Column before-mentior^d (lands on a gentle elevation, about two furlongs

to the fouth of the city, round which were formerly feveral noble edifices, which are now
blended with the dufl. The column itfelf is of granite; and, except the foundation, con-

Ms only of three ftones. The capital, which is ve:y deep, is of the Corinthian orderj

and there appears to have been a fiatue on th'; top, as fom^ of our adventurous countrymen,

who afcendef* , found one of the feet and ancles flill remaining. The fhaft, with the

upper torus of the bafe, are one entire piece of granite marble eighty-eight feet nine inches

high.
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high, ami nine feet in diameter) the whole pillar being we hundred and fourteen feet in

altitude.

In fpacious bay, 'bout three leagues from Alexandria, are the ruins of an ancient

temple, lying chiefly in the water, with figures of fphynxes, and broken columns of yellow

marble. Contiguous to this temple are the veftiges of feveral other eredlions, which feem

to have belonged to another circular temple that appears to have been adorned with a

(lately portico. On the fliore of this bay are a great number of cavities in the rocks,

which have been improved by the chiflel of the artift into agreeable and cool retreats,

benches being cut out of the living ftone, and baths formed which are fupplied by thefea.

There is alfo a cavern, generally known by the name of a temple, whofe entrance for

twenty paces is low, when a fpacious fqu!>re hall relieves the view, beyond which is a
circular excavation, the top being formed into the (l^ape of an arch, where four gates

face one another, each finiflied with an architrave, cornice, and pediment, and adorned

at the to^~ witi) a crefcent. Three of thefe gates form each of them a niche, containing a

Jcind of ftone cheft, the other gate ferves for an entrance; and, from the conftru£iioD of

thefe fubterraneous apartments, we are led to conje£ture that this fuppofed temple was the

tomb of fome noble or royal family.

'

The venerable name of it's anceftor alone entitles New Alexandria to (lur regard, the

town being reduced to a very limited extent, and deftitute of all that fplendir and dignity

which diftinguiflied the ancient city. The moft magnificent temples have given way to

the barbarous architecture of Turkifh mofqucs, and the beft ornamented palaces on earth

to a few ill-combined edifices^ formed of a prepoflerous congefUon of elegant materials

and rough blocks of ftone.

The commerce, too, which diftinguilhed this famous port, is entirely dwindled away;

and, iuftead of bdng one of the principal marts for the produce of the Indies, it can now
•nly be confidered as a place of embarkation. There are, however, a few European mer-

chants, principally Englifh and French, e^ch nation having it's refpewtive confuls; but

though our countrymen generally experience more marks of civility from the natives, the

French are fuppofed to carry on the greateft and moft lucrative trade.

Eight leagues to the north-weft of Alexandria, is RofTetto, the Egyptian Rafchid, and

the ancient Bolbetinum^ fituated about four mile? from the influx of the wefli-n branch of

the Nile into the fea. This city, which is nearly two miles in length, is laid out into

long parallel ftreets, adorned with many ftately and convenient edifices; and, from the

falubrious coolnefs of it's air, and it's local advantages, is efteemcd one of the moft defir-

sbv fuuations in Egypt. Merchandiae is conveyed hither from /'^xandria by the

i:u, : Jetton of the Nile, on whofe oppofite banks two caflics arc erected^ for the defence Of

»> :.ovn.

'•'Mi ' ixuriant beauties of the country of Delta, and two fmall iflands a little way down

the -' er, furnifh an enchanting profpedt, which is ftill agreeably heightened by the

delightlui gardens on the north, abounding with citrons, oranges, and lemons; and relieved

by groves of palm, rice-fields, and pleiifing lakes.

Striped and coarfe linens are manufactured in great quantities by the inhabitants of this

8 A place;
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place; but their principal employment is the conveyance of goods to and from Cairo and
Alexandria. The Europeans have vice-confuls and faflors to tranfaft their affairs and to
preferve a correfpondcnce and communication between Alexandria and Cairo.

On the eaftern bank of the Nile, in Middle Egypt, ftarids Grand Cairo, which is fituated

in thirty degrees fifteen minutes north latitude, and thirty-two degree* tv^elve minutes

eafl longitude, being divided into the Old and New Cities, about a mite diftant from each

other.

Old Cairo, which is only about two miles in circumference, forms the port for vefTels

failing from Upper Egypt, and is inhabited by feveral beys and capital merchants, who retire

to this place at the rifing of the Nile. There is a Jewifh fynagoguc in this city, faid to be

fixteen hundred years old, and not to have undergone, in all that time, any variation from

it's original plan, which liearly refembles that of our churches. A copy of the Scriptures,

faid to be written by Ezra, arid efteemed fo facrcd that no one is allowed even to touch it,

is dcpofited in a niche of the wall, a curtain being drawn before it, and lamps'*itept per-

petually burning; and the law is read in the very fpot which they fuppofe to have been

hallowed by the prefence of the prophet Jeremiah. The Coptics likewife afTert, that the

Holy Family were once in a cave belonging to a church dedicated to St. Sergius. The
churches of this fedt are twelve in number; the altars of which are feparated by partitions

exquifitely inlaid with tortoife-ftiell ; .' ••or-'. The mofques in this pTace'are few,- and

appear to have been conftrnfted of the r. s of ancient ftru£lures, rudely, put together,

without order or defign.

The granaries of Old Cairo, commonly called Jofcph's Granaries, z'" fquare courts

enclofed by brick-walls about fifteen feet high, flrengthened by femi-circ.iar buttrefTes;

but, notwithftanding their appellation, thefe ereftions do not appear to be more ancient

than the time of the Saracens. The corn which is paid to the Grand Signior, from Up-
per Egypt, by way of tax, is depofited in thefe granaries, and diftributed to the foldiers as

part of their pay.

A plain building, about ninety feet high, Aands at the north-end of this city, where the

water of the Nile is raifed into an aquedu6t, by means of Perfian wheels turned by oxen.

' In a fmall pleafant ifland, oppofite this city, (lands the Mikias, which is the boufe that

contains the famous Pillar for meafuring the rife of the Nile. This Pillar is fixed in a

deep bafon, the bottom being level with the bed of the river, and the water having a paf-

fage through the Pillar, which is divided into parts like a (bale or ruler, and crowned with a

Corinthian capital, covered with a dome, which is fupported by columns of the fame order.

The moft remarkable ceremony obfervcd in this country is that with- which the natives

annually cut the banks of the Nile, to admit the water into the grand canal, and which has

been thus defcribcd by a gentleman w. o was lately prefent.

About feven in the morning, on the appointed Jay, the bafhaw, with all the beys and

great men of Cairo, arrived in their gallies, and were faluted by the guns of a number of

vcfTels, following in regular order. As the bafhaw failed along, flicep were killed in feveral

places; and on board the gallies, and on the banks of the river, trumpets and other muHcal

inftrumcnts heightened the fliouts of joy which refounded from every fide. When they

reached
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rea<;hed>the canal, the populace, who were afTembled in vaft multitudes, having cre(5led two

pafleboard towers full of fire-works, immediately played them ofF; and, at the fame time,

the embankment being cut to give a free paiTage into the canal, feveral boaifuls of fwcet-

meats were thrown into the river, for which' the populace jumped in and fcrambled, to the

great diverOon of their fuperiors. The bafhaw then moved, forward to nis palace, on the

ifland of Roida; and fuperb illuminations, fire-works, and other demonftrations of joy,

were continued for three nights focceflively. Two gigantic figures, rcprcfenting a man
iOnd a woman, were placed on the river before the viceroy's palace, illuminated with no

lefs th two thoufdnd lamps; befides which, all the gallies and other vcfills were adorned

in a fimilar manner; and the found of mufic, the«ftiouts of the populace, and the firing of

^uns, were almoft unijUermitted during the whole time.

This ceremony, however, is faid to be more frequently performed by land; the viceroy

on horfeback, witWa grand retinue, proceeding along the canal till he reaches the bank;

when he difmounts,iahd ftrikes it at the place where it is to be cut, and returns in the fame

manner, leaving the attendant multitude to make a paflage for the water. This is performed

with rejoicings fimilar t6 thofc which havebeenalready defcribed; and the happy fertility

occafioned by this noble river is gratefully celebrated with fongs and other cxprcflions of joy.

N«w C;»iro is built much after the fame manner as the houfes in Barbary, having few

externa! decorations or windows opening to the ftreetSj which are in general fo narrow

that they only deferve the name of lanes. They are flmt up at dufk, and guarded by a

few Janiaarics; as well to prevent any internal commotions, as to protect the inhabitants

from all depredatory attempts.

This place contains feveral fuperb mofqueSj particularly one called Kubbeel-Azab,

which is about fixtyfcet fquare, and cafed with.the moft beautiful marble,, including many

fine flabs of red and green porphyry, which are fixed in panncls richly carved and gilt,

the frieze above being covered with large gilt characters, and the walls higher up with

Arabic infcriptions. . The whole cifpola is fplendidly finiflied with painting and gilding;

and there are commodious apartments adjoining for the priefts and pcrfons of diftinction.

The caftleof Cairo, faid to have been built by Saladin, is fituated on a rocky fteep, and

i» very difficult of accefs; but, being commanded by a fuperior eminence tothecaft, it is of

very inconfiderable ftrengthfince the invention of artillery. About the middle of the caftlc

is a fpacious court, on the fouth fide of which are the baftiaw's apartments and the Great

Divan, to which.the beys refort thrice every week for the difpatch of public bufinefs, under

the infpciSlion of the kaia, or prime- minifter of the viceroy. In this edifice there is a well

of immenfe depth, the water of which is raifcd by wheels turned by oxen. The Mint,

and a number of other public erections, moftly in a ruinous conditi<jn,are fituated within

the fcite of the caftle, which includes about a mile of circumference. At the bottom of

the caftle-hill is a mofque, whofe grandeur and magnificence ftrike every beholder w\h
admiration: it is built in the form of an oblong fquare, extremely lofty, crowned v ith

a cornice of immenfe projcflion, and adorned with grotefque carvings; but having been

often pofleficd by infurgents, on any public commotion, the afcent to it is at prefcnt ren-

dered impalTabie, and the doors arewaUed up.
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The inhaliitants of this city appear to be chiefly the defcendsnts of the Mamal«ke«(
but there are alfo many Jews, and fome Greek and Armenian Chriftiansi befidea French^

Englifli, and Italians. The European merchants, confidering their confined fituation^

live very agreeably and fociably among tiiemfelves: they difpatch their bufinefs in the

morning; and, as almoft all the tnfeHor departments of trade are managed by Jew fadtor«,

they enjoy conHderable leifure, moft of which is employed in the fields and gardens round

Cairo. The trade of this place, it^ich is always fufpended daring the inundation of the

Nile, conflfts in the importation of broad-cloth, lead, and tin ; and the exportation of flax,

coffee, and di ugs. Several mechanical profeffions are likewife exercifed} and Cairo, upoa

the whole, feems the boundary of Egyptian commerce and arts, few manufa(Sures being

brought to any perfection higher up the Nile, which occafions a prodigious conflux of

people, and a vaftextenfion of trade.

Hatching of chickens in ovens may be reckoned among the pecnliarities of this citys,

though it appears to be equally pradiicable in other climates, and has been niccefsfuUgr

proved in Italy and France, and even in England. The Egyptians eSe& this curious

procefs by conftru£ling their ovens under ground, generally twelve of them together, and

lining the bottoms with cotton or flax, on whicli they place the eggs. About the middle

of February they begin to heat thefe ovens with the hot aflies of the dung of camels or

oxen, which alFord a gentle heat, without any vifible fire. Tiiefe embers are laid at the

mouth and farther end of the oven, ten fucceffive days, and as often changed ; after which

the eggs are depofited, fometimes to the number of nine or ten tfaouiand in an oven. In

eight or ten days they pick out thofe eggs which are likely to mifcarry; and then, extin-

guifhing the aflies, put one half of the prolific eggs into an upper flory in the oven, where

they fliut them up clofe; and, after ten days more, open it, and find them hatched.

Thunder is very unfavourable to this bufinefs, and the chickens thus hatched are generally^

. deficient in a claw, or have fome other natural de{e&,

Thofe furprizing moituments of antiquity, the Pyramids of Egypt, which baffle the

refcarches of the deepeft antiquary to fix with precifion their origin, or even to aflign a pro-

bable caufe for their ereftion, arc fltuated near Cairo, at the foot of the mountains which

lie parallel to the courfe of the Nile and fcparate Egypt from Lybia. The architedture

of thefe pyramids, internal and external, is extremely diflTcrent, as well in materials as in

dcfign and grandeur; but time, which levels the prondeft works of men, though it has

lot entirely fparcd them, has at leail marked them with lefs ravages of it's power than

other ftrudures on earth of equal antiquity.an

The common people are prepolTefTed with an opinion, that the pyramids and other fhi-

pendous fabrics, which excite the wonder of every fpe£tator, were the works of giants;

but the nariownefs of the pafTages into the pyramids, as well as the height of the doors,

fufRcicntly diiprovc this idea.

The chief of thefc pyramids are fuppofed to fland near the fcite of the ancient Memphis
and are four In nurrber; bcfides which, there are feveral others of inferior dimenfions.

The fourpjincipal ftand ncnrl-'on the famediagonal line, about four hundred paces diftant

from each other, their four fronts being exaiftly correfpondent with the four ca'':!inal

points.

•adv

is I

wol

«f<



EGYPT. H9
points. Inigb Jfones is faiJ to have formed the fquare«f Lincoln's Inn Fields from one

i>f the pyramids faftheft to the north, whofc bafa, lif placed in that fquare, would extend

:* the houfes on each fide. The perpendicular height of this pyramid is five hundred feett

and it's contents at the bottom arc fix hundred and ninety-three feet fquare. It is

afcended by cffcular ftcps on it's outfide, amounting to upwards of two hundred in num-
ber; and the whole eitternal part is cpmpofcd of great fquare ftones cut from the rock

which lies along the ancient courfe of the Nile, whofe original bed is ftill vifible.

The eriti'aflce into this pyramid is tit the height of about forty-eight feet, where travel-

lers difcharge their piftots to diflodge the bats which greatly infeft thefc places; theii

ftripping themfelves to their fhirts, on account of the intenfe heat always felt in thefe

Arudures, they proceed uuth their guides^ who are furnifiied wtth wax-candles, through

A paflTage ninety-tWO feet and ahaif rn length, terminated by an aperture about eighteen

'inches high and t^eivty-four broad, through which they are c^liged to pafs before they

<ome to a pretty large place, wher6 they commonly take fome refrefhment, to infpire them

with refolution to proceed. The iecond.patfiage, which begins here, is an hundred and

ten feet long, and there is another refting-place at the end; on the right-haiVd of which is

a kind of well, remarkable for harbouring bats of an enormous fizc, fome of them being

upwards of a foot long^ The third pafTage commences at this refling-place, and extends one

hundred and twenty>four feet in length, in a horizontal diredion, to the inferior chamber.

This paflageor gallery, which is twenty-fix feet high, and fix broad on each ftde, is fur-

nifhed with benches of polished ftone : the chamber is lined with finely-poliflied granite,

rendered black by the fmoke of the torches. After vifiting this chamber, the travellers

return to the refting-place, and afcend as before to the fourth gallery, which is terminated

by a platform; and from thence continuing to afcend, they pafs the fifth, which leads

in a horizontal line to the Aiperior chamber, a very noble room, lying in the center

of the ipyr^imid, and almdft in the midft between the apex and the bafe. This chamber,

which is about thirty-four feet lohg, feventeen broad, and nineteen and a half high, is

Entirely lined with granite. On the left-ftde of this room is a piece of fine granite, feven

feet three inches long, and three feet three inches both in depth and breadth, faid to be the

tomb of Cheops j King of Egypt. This being the end of the internal palFage, the travellers

titiUm thefaime^ay asthey (Jarne; andjonquittingthepyramid, it is no uncommon thing to

he ^Attackied with a pleurify, vfrhidh the fudden tranfitionfrom an intenfely hot to a temperate

air is vc-^ ^-^t to occafion.

The exterior afcent of this pile is by means of the circular fteps vre have mentioned

before, from the top of which is an enchanting and extenfive profpeft'of the furrounding

country. That innate defire of being tra^nfmitted to pofterity, that animates both the

good and the bad, and difplays itfelf in fuch a variety of forms, has influenced almoft every

adventurer by whom this pyramid bas been afcended, to carve his name on the top, which

is of courfe wholly covered with infcriptions, and records many eminent perfons, whofe

works will be grtitefully-rementbered' when even thefculpttnred.pyramid (hall be incapable

«f communicating their names.

^ The fccond pyramid, ftanding on x more elevate<f fituatiwi, feems tobe higher than the

8 B firft.
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fveA, but it does not appear to contain the finalleft aperture, being clofcly formed, ancl

faced with granite on every fide) nor has the moft cnterprizing adventurer ever yet dared

to afcend it.

At feme diftance from this is a fphynx of prodigious dimenflons, cut out of the folid

rocic, and faid to have been the fepulchre of Amafis. This furprizing monument, which

is about twenty-feven feet high, has been much disfigured by the wilful injuries which

it has received from barbarous vifitors.

The third pyramid is of the fame form as the two already mentioned, but lower by a

hundred feetj the fourth is a hundred feet lower than the third; and they are both clofed,

and deftitute of any external coating. Round thefe great pyramids are a number of fmall

•nes, moft of which have been laid open, and now lie in ruins.

The pyramids of Soccotra, fo called from a village of that name in the neighbourhood.

He about ten miles diftant from thofe already defcribed, in a plain of inconfiderable length,

at the foot of the mountains, to which it is fuppofed the city ofMemphis originally extended.

One of thefe pyramids, to the north, is three hundred and forty-five feet high, and furnifhed

with a hundred and fifty-fix fleps of afcent : this pile is conflruAed of the fame materials

as the former; cafed with a fine hard granite, which has in many places given way; and

contains feveral fpacious rooms.

About a mile to the fouth-eaft is another, called the Great Pyramid, whofe bafe is about

fix hundred feet fquare, cafed to the apex, and finiihed with hewn-flone within.

To the eaft of this is a pyramid about one hundred and fifty feet high, built with

bricks of uncommon dimenfions, faid to have been formed of the mud of the Nile mixed

with chopped ftraw, and hardened by the fun. From the nature of the materials, it is

conjectured that the enflaved Ifraelites were the conflrudiors of this ftupendous work;

their own hiftorian, Jofephus, informing us, that when the memory of Jofeph's fervices

was extinguifhed, and the kingdom pafled to another family, the Jews vfert treated with

great rigour, and compelled to cut canals fc the Nile, build walls, and ere6t pyramids.

Vulgar opinion has appropriated thefe fuperb piles to maufoleums for the kings of

Egypt; but it is far more probable that they were confecrated to religious purpofes, as the

pyramidal figure might, in fo fymbolical a theology, convey fome facred meaning; and

perhaps the pyramids themfelves were intended as figurative of the Divinity, and objedts

of adoration. In fupport of this idea, we may produce a fimilar inflance from the autho-

rity of Tacitus, who informs us that the Paphian Venus was worlhipped in a pyramidal

form; and the Black Stone adored by theGcntoos, under the name of Jaggernaut, is alfo

of the fame figure, as has been already noticed.

In the plain where the pyramids of Soccotra are fituated, are likewife the famous Cata-

combs of Egypt ; the entrance into which is about four feet fquare and twenty deep. The
defcent is by ropes, and there is a pafTage about five feet wide and fifty feet long at the bottom,

terminated by another to the left about fix feet high; on one fide of which are fmall rooms

with benches elevated about two feet from the floor,.and on the other, fmall cells,, adapted

to receive a full-fized coffin. This is fucceeded by another paflkge of inferior breadth,

, with niches on each fide, feemingly intended for coffins to be placed upright. At the end

of this alley there arc fbveral oblong rooms filled with the relics of mununtes.
'*•
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In thefe repofitoriet of the dead, embulmcil bodies, fwathff or bandages, and fome entire

coffins of fycamore or Pharaoh's fig-tree, arc Aill to be fecn, which have certainly con-

tinued in thefe fubterraneous chumbcrs upwards of three thoufand years.

The bodies inclofed in thefe coffins appear wrapped up in linen flirouds, to which feveral

linen fcrolls, painted with hieroglyphic charaAers, are affixed, a linen head-piece covering

every face, on which the features are delineated in gold or colours) but thefe, as may well

be fuppofed, have fuffercd much from the hand of time. A mummy, with it's cr^ffin, was
brought to England by the ingenious Dr. Pococke, which appeared to hav« been em-
balmed, and fwathed with linen in the mod curious manner, the hands being.placcd acrofs

the breaft, one over the other, inclined towards the face.

The feveral obje£ls of religiuus veneration among the ancient Egyptians, fuch .is birds'

and animals, have likewife a catacomb allotted for them, and feem to have been embalmed

and wrapped up with the fame attention as the human fpecies. The paflage to this cata-

comb is deeper than the reft, and it's apartments are of fupcrior magnificence. Thefe
mortal and irrational divinities arc dcpoflted in earthen vafes, covered over, and clufcly

flopped up.

Not far from Cairo, to the north, arc the remains of the celebrated Temple of Ifis,

which flood in the ancient city of Bufiris} and, from the coflly materials of which, thefe

ruins are compofed, they arc elleemcd the (ineft in Egypt. From the moft exad^ meafure-

ment, this temple appears to have been two hundred fcst long, and one hundred broad,

raifed on the outfide with a greyifh-coloured granite, and- the infides and columns of red,

the capitals forming the head of Ifis.

The remains of the ancient Heliopulis lie alfu ntnr Cairo: they are furrounded by a

fpacious mound, and at the entrance on the weft are the ruins of a fphynx of beautiful

yellow marblc{ oppofitc the gate ftands an obelifk near fcventy feet high. The priefts of

the Temple of the Sun were diftinguifhed above all others for their fcicntific knowledge,

particularly in aftronomy, being the firft who computed time by years of three hundred

and fixty-five days. The Egyptian learning was taught at this place in it's utmoft pu-

rity, and feveral eminent men of antiquity among other nations refortcd hither for it's

acquirement.

The famous Labyrinth, which is fo minutely defcribcd by Herodotus, and which is faid

to have been ere£led by the twelve kings of Egypt for their feparatc accomouodation when ,

they met to deliberate together, ftands at a place now called Caroon. This piece of

complex architedlure was fo celebrated, that Dndalus came from Greece to view it, and

conftru£lcd the Labyrinth of Minos after the fame model ; but little now remain of thefe

boafted pieces of art, except broken columns and entablatures. Indeed, fome buildings

of a more modern date cover part of the ancient fcitej but thefe feem to have no relation

to the Labyrinth, either in figure or conftrudlion.

On the fide of a mountain called Shebat el KofFeri, to .the fduth of the Nile, are fome

remarkable antiquities, which are approached by a gate leading intoa fpacious faloon

fupported by hexagonal pillars cut from the folid rock. The walls are ornamented with

paintings and gilding, the ornaments of which are fiill diftinguilhable. Several ruinous

pa(ft]5c$
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j^afTapf^i lead from thi« room to a hfpher «partmcnt painted in like manntr, on each fitlc of
which is a tomb compoftd of the hm: ftone as thr mountain. One of thefc lOhAn h

. op'n, but they arc both almoft burii'd in the fund.

Farther to the fouth is th^? grotto of the fcrpent Ht-rcJy, which contains the tomb of

the Turkifh faint of the fame namej who, the Arabs affirm, was by the Divine favour

trannfurmed into a fcrpent that never dies, but coiuinually blrffcs his votaries by the difhr-

•bution of riches and health.

The curious will no doubt be obliged to us for a particulnr account of this rtiiraculoUs

'fcrpent, which we are happy to give them from the concurring teOimoniesof the moft au-

thentic and inquifitive travellers; and though we cannot, on this occafion, greatly com-
pliment the natives on the acutenefs of their penetration, we ought to remember, that the

•Romano thcmfclves, asisattefted by their moft credible hiftorians, believed that ^fcubpids
entered into a ferpent, and, being conveyed to Rbme under that form, cured a dreadful

pcfttlcncc.

This ferpent fcems to copy the precedent of the world, being far more propitious to ttte

fuperior than to the inferior ranks of mankind. If applied to in favour of a governor Of

a province, or any other great perfonage, he complaifantly Aiffcrs himfelf to be carried to

his houfe; but a fpotlefs virgin muft always be the ambaffadt'efs of perforts of ordinary

rank, who are alfo obliged to bind themfelves by the folemnity of a vow to recompenfe

him for his trouble, otherwife he proves inexorable to their warmeft entreaties. When
this ncceflary preliminary is fettled, the virgin appears before the ferpent, and humbly
implores his permiflion to remove him to the houfe of the difeafed perfon; on which he

' begins gently to wave his tail, and the fair fuitor redoubling her entreaties, he fprings up to

her neck, and repofes on her bofom; and in this fituation is carried to the houfe of the

convalcfcent, who immediately begins to find himfelf relieved. The priefts of the ferpent,

who cohftantly attend their divinity on thefe occaiions, and are plentifully regaled duririg

fiis ftay, perform their parts with adhiirable addrefs, provided Po unbeliever enters; a cit-

runiflance which would occafion the inftant difappearance of this fagacious phyficiaft,

and his invifibie return to the tomb.

The Arabs firmly maintain, that if this ftrange deity were even cut in pfcces, the par'ts

would prefcntly unite, and that nothing can deprive him of immortality; even theChriftians
' thcmfelves, blefled as they are with the light of revelation, are fuperftitioiis enough to believe

that this is the devil whom the angel Raphael (Tobif viii. 3.) is faid to have banifhed

into Egypt.

But if we attend to the uncommon docility of ferpents in Tndoftan, which are taught

to dance and perform a vaiiety of tricks, and at the fame time rcfleft that thefe priefts

may be good jugglers, and very dextrous in conveying away their charge, or in finding

a fufficient fubftitute, every idea of the miraculous will inftantly vanifti, and we fliali

be led only to pity the dclufion of mankind, and the ftrong effects of hereditary fuper-

ftition.

Higher up theNile is the fciteof the cityofTentyra, the inhabitants ofwhich paid uncom-

tnon veneration to Venus and Ifis, in whofe honour two magnificent temples wtre cre^lfed.

Th«
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• lifedtjrappeari tohaveteirtiefrvfcry large extent, fl-otii the va/f piTei dif fuinl every where

feen: the principal of thofe v^hkh reniafn riioft entire, ar6 two gateis and'fdur templet

i

one of which laft, detlicated to tHi, ekIilbUs ah appearance oF aniazlng fplendor, Mtlng

adorned with hicrdglyphic's, coleflkl ffatues, baflb^rtKovos, andotlter decoiations of the

chafteft execution.

To describe minutely the relkn of ancicht granieur ftill occupying the place ot the

iiruflrioot city of Thcbea, might artiUfe the antiqoary, but wobld be tedioiii ari^^unin-

tirefting tor the gehcmiity of readers; CiiUlit it t6 fay, that this city is fuppofetr'to have

been built by Ofiris, and being extended oh both fides the Nile, and adorned with fuperb

buildings, was efteemcd the nioft opulent ahd beautiful city oh eir(h'. I'h'e eye of tall^,

. ahd the fulleft conception of archhe^laral fplenttbr, Witt niit b6 difappbinted ordirgiiftcdy

by a review of tehiples, obclifks and fphynxes, that ftilt cdftve^ ah adfequaCc idi^ df whit

amtinrt authors hare left on record cooceming thi« magnl^i^en^ place.

Among the vallies at fume diftance from this city, a icind of an amph'itheifre o'pc'h^ 6ti

all fides furrounded by lofty mountains, famous for containing the fepulchres of the kings

of Thebes, which have been excavated from the rocks. I'hefe are long galleries, formed

in the fides of the precipices overhanging the vale, one within another, from thirty to fifty

feet long, and from ten to fifteen feet high, leading to a fpacious apartment, where the

tomb of every monarch is placed, or at leaft his cofHn, with a whole-length effigy, either

in fculpture or painting. Hieroglyphic characters, reprefenting birds and fiflics, cover tha

cielingv and fides of thefe rooms, either in painting or relicr; fome ofwhich apptir toliaFe

loft but little of their original beduty, though they have been executed at leail two thoi)faAd

years. Several of thefc grottos are elegantly finifhed in the mod fuperb ftilc} and alt of

them infinitely tranfcind the moft fplendid repofitoi ies of royal duft to be feen in any other

part of the world.

The coloflal ftatues of Memnbn, fronting the Nile, 1\ nd at a conflderable d i(lance froiA

thefe maufialeuniis; the firft of which appears to reprefent a man in a difcumbent puftu^e^

and the other a woman, each being fifty fefct high from the bafe of it's refp<6live pedeftii

to the ciovtn ofthe heart. They are feated on entire ftnnes fifr>en feet high', and of the

fame breadth; but have both felt the depredations of years, or the ftill haftier ravages df

barbarous defacement. The pedeftals are covered with hieroglyphics, and theinfteps ant

legs with Greek and Latin infcriptions in honour of Memnon. 9

Farther up the river, at a modern town called £fne, are the veftlges of a fuperb teidple,

covered on all fides with hieroglyphic charaders, and adorned with beautiful marble pil*

lars, which ftill retain all their original polifl), and whofe capitals, though executed ii» thfe

fame proportion, are each different from the other in ornamental defigns.

A few miles from this temple, ftands another edifice, fuppofed to have been the Templip

of Pallas, at Latophylis; which appears formerly to htfve been converted into a chtirch,

part of the walls being covered with Coptic infcriptions.

On the fcite of the ancient Apbllihopolis is another magnificent temple, and nobl^

pyramidal gate* which the Turks have employed as a fortification. This was dedicated

to ApolIe» and appears to have been originally a moft upendous and magnificent building.
'

8 C HigherJkiii^

t

1'



«54 AFRICA.
Higher up the Nile, is the iiland of Elephantine, which formerly contained a city of the

fame name, though it is fcarcely two miles in circumference. The greater part of the old

ftru^lures lie undiftinguiflied on the ground; but one remaining edifice yet renins the
appellation of the Temple of Cnuphis, where the ferpent of that name was anciently

worihipped.

The ifland of Philae, which is of R'M inferior dimenlions, and lies above this, feems to

have been entirely appropriated to religious ereAions, as no Tingle veftige of antiquity is

to be traced that does not relate ^o eccleiiaftical purpofes. Indeed, Diodorus feems to

infiniiattf, that fuch was the reputed fanAity of the place, that none but the prieft» were

permitted to land on it^andacircumvallation ftill remains, which was probably intended

to guard it from the approaches of the irreligious and profane. The temples of the Hawk
'and Ills are flill beautiful monuments of Egyptian architecture; and, in the decorations

ef the capitals, approach hearer to the purity of Grecian deijgn, that: any other fpecimeos

•f (uch ancient date»
.;. t(. i.ii
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favage animals, add to the horrors of this inhofpttable country, and render the fituation of

the natives as difagreeable as can well be conceived.

Travelling through this Defart is to the laft degree dangerous and fatiguing, where a drop

of water, or i ulade of grafs, is not |o be fi^en for many miles together; and where the

flights of birds, or the courfes of the fui^ and ftars, arc '.he fole guides : yet caravans annually

paft from Barbary to Negritiaj and, in the purfuit of gain, lofe every confideration of.the

hazards of life.

The natives, who are compofed of various nations, which it is impoflible rightly to

tliftinguifh, generally employ themfelves in wandering about with their flocks; and, except

In winter, go almoft wholly naked. In feme few places towns and regular focieties are

formed, the inhabitants of which poflefs tolerable notions of civilization; but in moft

quarter? of this trad there are few fixed abodes, and little regard is paid to the cultivation

of thofe qualities which tend to ibften themiferies and inconveniences of life.

It h inpoflible to fay any thing decifive with refpe^t to the government of the different

provinces into which Zaara is divided; fome of them are monarchical, and others probably

totally independent of legal or religious reflriiS^ons, though Mahometanifm is in genera! the

prevailing^ perfuafion.

The natives live in tented villages, generally conflru£ted in a circular form, having an

empty fpace in the centre for the purpofe of incloflng their cattle. On each fide of thif

encampment centinels are conftantly placed, to guard againft furprizes by robbers or

beafts ot prey. On the flighteft furmife of danger the centinels give the alarm, which is

fpeedily conveyed throughout the village, when every man capable of bearing arms ftai^ds

on the defenfjve at the door of his tent. Indeed, their flender accommodations, and want

of every fuperfluity, give little encouragement to plunderers of their own fpecies; fur all

their wealth, their cattle excepted, is eaftly conveyed on the'backs of their camels to a frefh

encampment, and a more favourable fpot. They ufually fubflft un cakes of millet, and

milk or whey; for though, in thofe provinces which are watered by the Senega!, wheat

and barley might be cultivated to great advantage, their innate love of rambling prevents

them from paying any attention to agriculture, and they chufe rather to depend upon the

fpon- meous produce of the earth, than confine their attention to any particular fpot. ,

Bctvk'cen the natives of Zaara and thofe of Nigritia, which are feparated only by the

Senegal, a remarkable difference in complexioa is vifible; the former, though expofed

to the fame vertical fun, are only tawny, while the latter are of a deep jetty black : hence

we may conclude, that the various tribes of Arabs and Berebers, by whom Zaara is peopled,

are the defcendants of thofe Saracens and Arabians v.'ho in the fcventh century ravaged

the greateft part of the north of Africa, and whofe progrefs was probably impeded by that

river; between whom, and their oppodte neighbours, there is not only a diffimilarity of

features, religion, and manners, but the moft inbred and inveterate hatred fuMifts, which

is faithfully tranfmitted from one generation to another.

Prevented by local difadvantages from the gratification of voluptuous appetites, and

wifely contented v/ith the fe-y conveniences their fituation afFords, they pofTefs a (hare of

liealth which renders the ufe of medicine almoft unnccefTa^^ > fcwdiftempers being known,

except

:*'"
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except dyfeat^ries and pteutifiet, bothof whreh they are flrilPeafily td eunby the internal
and external application of fimples. Indeed, they often llVe to a great age without feelini^
the attacks of tinist and rddotn dift before the vital hfeal is fcxt!nguifhed» and the circifla-

tion of the fluids checked by years. At Hxty a man is faid to be in the prime of life and
is equally juvenile and vigorous with an European of thfrty; a difference which certainly

proceeds from the uninterrupted temperance of their IFves, and their exemption from thb

confuQiing p^cns of avarice> envy, and ambition.

The women of the Defart are faid to entertain a paflionate fondnefe for their children

whom they treat with uncommon tendernefs, and watchfully guard againft the malignity

of an evil eyif in which fuperftitious malady they implicitly believe.

Males are tircumcifed at fourteen, and are permitted to marry whenever their circum>

ftances are fufficiently affluent to enable them to purchafe a wife; for, next to his- cattle

th^ wwaith of-a father confiils in the number of his-daughters. The bridegroom's affe^on

ifteftiniated by the value of his prefents, and the parent never parts with his daughter before

be has been amply bribed. Should the fuitor be difappointed in his expedlations of the

beauty or chaftity of his bride, he may without ceremony return her, on forfeiture of the

ftipulated- confideration.

Wheq any niale native diesy one of his women or relations burfts into a loud outcry, at

which ilgnal all the females of the village commence a doleful fcreaming. The people

then aflemble, and either deplore the tofs of the decea&d in drains of plaintive grief, or

commemorate his praifes in melancholy airs dcfcriptive of the oceaflon. This, however,

is all mere matter of form, being equally bellowed on every man, without regard to family

conne£lions or perfonal merit. The body is then waDied, dreifed, and placed on an ele-

vation, that the neighbours m^y take a lait view of it; after which it is interred with the

bead a little raifed, the face being turned to the eaft,and the grave covered with large ftones.

The Moors and Arabs of Zaara are very limited in their fcientiiic acquifitions; but

from the neceffity of obferving the flars in travelling, they have obtained fome knowledge

of praAical aftronomy, and can talk with tolerable precifton about the number, fttuation,

and divifions of the ftars. They are extremely attached to their mufic, which hgs a peca-

hV Toftnefs and effitminacy, and feems adapted to a people fond of paftoral eafe, and too

enervated to liften with pleafure to the * flirill notes of war;' yet they are not deftitute of

perfonal courage, and fight on horfeback with great refolution and amazing dexterity.

The inhabitants of the Defart are faid frequently to mount the oftrich, whofe fpeed diilances

the fteeteft race-horfe, when this gigantic bird expands it's wings, and fkims along the furface

of the earth.

Kala, in the province of Bardoa; and Gaoga, in the province of the fame name; are

mentioned by geographers as two of the moft confiderafaJe towns in this fultry tra£l: and

there is a place called Tegerfa, mentioned by geographical writers as the capital, thougiji

we.arejioteven told in what part of the Defart it is fituated.

The kingdom of Tombuto, which lies to the fouth-eaft of Zaara, and extends to botl^

fides of the Niger, is faid to be very confiderable; but it's limits are little known. The
capital bears the name of the kingdom, and is fituated in the latitude of fourteen degrees

. ... .-• thirty-



z A A R a; £5^

(hirty.two minutes north, and in two degrees twenty>five minutes eaft longitude from

London. The houfes in this town and it's vicinity, which are all built in a conical

form, are compofed of hurdles, plaiftered over with clay.

Tombuto, however, contains one handfome ftone mofque; and the royal palace, which
vras deHgned and built under the immediate infpedion of a native of Granada, who was

driven hither on the expulflon of the Mo< 's from Spain, is likewife a handfome and

durable fabric. BeHdes thefe, there are a few other ftru£tares, plans of the fame artift,

which are reckoned mafter-pieces of architedlure in this country, where the arts are fcarcely

known even by name.

In the city of Tombuto there are feveral artificers and weavers of cotton, and European
doth is brought from Barbary and Guinea.

This fovereignty is Wfell watered by ranals cut from the Niger, as well as by a number
oT fprings which fertilize the foil, and render it produdive of all kinds of grain, and almoft

every neceflTary of life.

The king of this country poflefles prodigious quantities'of gold, and his whole court

is reported to eat out of veflels of that precious metal. When he vifits hi s dominions, he

rides on the back of a camel richly caparifoned, one of his principal o/>^rers attending hint

'

on foot. The military force of this country confifts of about three thoufand horfemen,

armed with envenomed darts, befldes a confiderable number of infantry bearing fhields and

fwords.

Addre/Tes to the throne are delivered with the moft profound veneration and refpe£l; the

fuppliant proftrating himfelf on the ground, and fprinkling his head and fhoulders with

duft.

The king is fuch an inveterate enemy to the Jews, that they are not fu/Fered to enter the

city; and his fubjeAs are even enjoined, under heavy penalties, to have no fort of dealings

with them. He affefts to fliew fome attention to literature, by the maintenance of feveral

do£tors, priefts, and judges; but, except at court, the light of fcicnce is fcarcely per-

ceptible in this country.

The magnificence of the grandees ofTombuto is eftimatcd by the number of their flavesj

but the indulgence of this fpecies of pomp frequently proves fatal, the dlforderly manners '

of a crowd of flaves, their carelefihefs, or their treachery, feldom failing to involve their '

mafters in danger or diftrefs. '

A few miles from Tombuto llands Cabra, a populoi >wn , built in the fame manner as

the capital, where a judge prefides to determine difputcb . the decifions of this magiftrate

arc, however, liable to the revifal of the fovereign, to whom every individual is, indeed,

permitted to appeal.

The currency confifts of fmall bits of gold, and a fpecies of fliells, ur cowries, luur

hundred of which are only reckoned equivalent to a ducat.

Biledulgerid is feparated from Tripoli by a chain of lofty mountains^ but it's boundaries

on the other quarters cannot be afcertained, as it joins the Dcfart, whofe limits arc kcwiIc

unknown.

« JD • This
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This whole coinntry Is either covered with mountains, op l^retph^d. oujt iRtq fierile and
fandy plains. The climate is fultry and infalubrious j and the natives are me^re, fvyarthy
and flirivelled, their eyes being enflaiped by the ardent refleaion of thp fyij, ^5 ^.d! as. by
the deluges of duft and faiid, which not unfreqi^entl^ bury huts, men, m»d cattle, in Qnc
ipdifcrimjnate grave. .

.

' The natives of this diftrl^ are cotnpofed of an alTcmbjag^ of di%eot tribes, p^ii^ipally

confifting of native Bcrebers and Arabs, who ar^ reprefented as a furtive, cruel, ai^d faith-

lefs race. The former fettle in villages, containing a number of fmall» mfioa, huts; and
the latter refide in tents, from whence they make continual excurfions in fearch of plunder
or fubfiftence. Pates are the principal fupport of human life in this country, to which
food an inveterate fcurvy in the gums of the inhabitants is attributed, frequently occa-

{\,onit}g the lofs of teetj ^ at a very early age. They in general poiSlt:js found conftiti^tions,

and live untainted by I ifeales to extreme age; though early in ijtc they have In general grey

hair and furrowed brows, the ufual harbingers of decay in other countries. The plague,
and fmall-pox, which fpread frequent Jefplation over the contiguous countries of Barbary,

arc to this wholly unknown; though the intercoi^rfe neceffarily occafioned by twv^Uing
and commerce is on thefe accounts never fufpei)|^e,d.

The Arabs greatly value thcmfqlvcs on their fupenprity in origin m^ ^bi|i|ties t^ thp
.

primitive inhabitants, and areperfeilly iiidepende;nt : they chieflyamufi^ thei|ifQlvc;j with.'-

hunting wild beafts, and taking oilriches; which laft are a very proEtable game, every part

of them being api^ied to fome valuable or ufe/gl purpofe.

Nqtwitnftandipg theimperfeft ftate of literature in this country, there are feoiinarles for

the inftruftlon of youth in fuch fpccics of knowledge as are in highell eftimation, who are

raiied, accpidipg to> thejr genius and profkiciicy, tp th^ rank of priefts or ju^ge^. Even
the ftudy of poetry is admired and cultivate4 in this barbarous count|:y } ai^d in uncuU
tivated^nthuriafm,and fertility of invention, fome of the natives are faid to acquire dillji^^.,

guiihed reputation. The mechanical arts arc defpifed, ^s unworthy of purfuit; aqd the

laborious oiHces of life arc moftly allotted to the wcmen.

Teufera, which is the only city of any eminence m Biledulgcrid, lies on the confines

of Tunis, in thirty-two degrees twenty-eight minutes north latitude, ai)4 in tejj^ degrees
.,

twenty-fiK minutes cad longitude, from London. It is fuivpofed to have been built, .

by the Romans, by whom it was ftrongly fortified, as appears frpm it's prefent remains*
;

On the Mahometan invaficn, the inhabitants made a very gallani. .v.'UI^mvw, » Ukn pro-

voked the fuccefsful befiegers to demoliili the moft beautiful {lru£lvtres, and a number o£ :

mean, low huts, have alone been erected fince. Through the centre of the city runs »
.

river which forms a natural boundary between the habitations of the Arabs aivi Africans,

wlw frequently make incifrfions and commit depredations on each other, with all the ran-

cour of open enemies; yet, upon ;iny foreign invafion, they unite with, equal alacrity to,

re|>cl the common foe.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IV..

NEGtRCKLANiDj <»i NiaRITIA.,

THTS' extenfive country includes the entire fpace between Zaara aiffd Qi^i^iya^.thp-

only p^ts of wKich th«t can, be f^ken o[ with any g€Qg;;«B^ical pi-ecij(ion are-thofe

lyirig^ on the, banks, of the navigable Tiverfi>. and alone viftted. by 'Evropf^s. With- le-

fpe£l to accurate fubdivifions^local defer! ptions, and delineations of the manaers and per-

fon$ of the iobabitants,, in th9 internal regions of Africa,, they ftiir remain. aino9g.xbe

numerous deitderata of cofmography-} our beft accounts of them being at pre(«nt very

imperfedl'r blended with fable, and loft in the mazes of traditional report.

The principal rivers. in Nigritia a(e,,.the Scberbro, Sicrr^ Leona,,Seftos, -Gambia, and'

Senegal.

The covintry.on the banks of the Sctierbro is reprefented as a pleafant level, s covered

with villages, abouading in cattle, fruitful in corn, and bleiTed with a happy tejn|>Qr;^ture-

ef climate, which brings to the higbeft p^rfe^ion. a n,umber of delicious fruits.;.

The inhabitants of fuch par^s as hav9 b$en vifueict, are efteenudg^n^ous, friendly, afi{-

di<oi;$,,And difmtei-efted : their priAcipal employnjient is tbecultivalioaof the laadi-and

the making of faU; in which laft article ^hey p9y,a certain tribute to th& foveteiga of

Qjaaja, to whom they are fubjef^. Th« miferies of war are but little known, and in all

difputes they feem to prefer pacific conventions to the decifion of armst- Women are

allowed them without limitation} the interelf; of the hufband being, indeed, proppriioiied

to the multiplicity of his wives. At the age of puberty, cbildicn of diftin<£lion begin to

wear a cotton cloth, which depends froox the waift; but, till that period, and among the

common ranks during life,,theiohabitant6 remain in all their primitive naksdnefs.

Bracelets, and rings of iron, copper, or brars,are worn round the wrifts and legs of the

women, with.fmall filver bells, which are efteemed very ornamental. Both fexes, bow-
ever, take great pains in decorating their hair, which has a woolly appearance, with little

plates of gold and other metals. The women endeavour to attradt: attention by painting

their faces, arms,.and legs, with circles of various colours; the agreeable diverfity of which

is reckoned the .principal criterion of female tafte. The men, too, in their decorations,

refemble the women, wearing large bracelets and rings, with which every perfon of qualify

is loaded, the nutpber of thefe articles conflituting a principal diilinf^ion of rank.

The domeftic accommodations of the natives are mean, but peculiarly neat. The royal

palaces, and edifices of the gr^at, axe confirudted in oblong fquares, having one ftory floored,

and being fo clofcly covered with the leaves of the palm, as to render thorn i'ccure in every

vicifTitude of weather.. Each of thefe buildings contains, befidcs other apartments, a hull

of audience, furrounded with fcphas elevated about a foot from the floor, and covered with

elegant mats of palm-leaves,. beautifully diverfified with an infinicy of colours; on which

the principal people doze away life, repofing their fluggilh heads on one of their favourite

women, or eating, drinking, or fmoaking, with their felcdt companions*
The
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The government, which pofleiTes mildnefs in the extreme, Is ftriftly ariftocratical; all

public bufinefs being tranfadted by a majority of the grandees, and the king only afTunung

the executive part. ,<[ ,' ^ /. 1

In a land where the arts and fciences are totally unknown, and the intercourre of com-

nerce is very confined»k is ndt at all wonderful that the liuiguageiheuld be remarkable for

a paucity of words, and the natives themfelves fpr extrcitf(2^taciturnity in all foQial and>

dbtriefti<i eii^agcmedfe. '! r' , , ,
'

i' , ,
'•

' llje 'Europeans buy up large quantities of cotton c.Iot^, the m'anufa^ure of this country^

.

iin<^ riiats/cam''Wcbd, and ivoTyj ' as well as th^ fkths' df Various wild beafts, with which the

mountains abotknd. ^
On this cdaft, criminals alone are perinitted t6 be carried into Havery, which generally

amount to about ilve hundred in the year, who are difpo^fed of, for the emolument of %hp
j

fovereign.
,

^

' u ' '
fi ;•

The great river Sierra Lebna, which lies t<5 the wett of Scherbro, is faid to be near three ,

leagues wide at it's entrance, but a fliort way up the channel it is r£duced to the breadth of

a. frngle inile. It abounds with iifl), but is greatly infefted by alligators. The banks are

adorned with beautiful trees; and the river forms, in it's courie, fiveral delightful iflands
'

covered with palms, from which the natives make great quantities of wine.

The country to the fbuth of this rrvtr is extreniely mountt^ihous, and is properly called

Sierra Leona, or the Mountains of the Lions; while that on the north is low and flat,
,

where the heat of the fun, before the approach pf the ndon-tlde breeze, is 'almoft intolerable.

Indeed, the continual thunder and rain, with a fuftocatinjg air which prevails throughout

four months in the year, produce very fatal efFedts on the health of ftrangers'; and. are far

fro.T> being innocent with refpeA to the natives, who are compelled to confine themfelves

in their chambers for feveral days fucce^vely, inbr^er to avoid the peftjilential infection

of the atmofphere. The tornadoes, too, fometimes occaflpn; ah awful and aftonifliing

fcene; the fun being veiled in his mid-day fplendor, and the moft tren^endous darkaefs

ufurping; his place: yetculKjmhas rendered this appearance, (b dreadful to ftrangers, almoft

a matter of indifference to the natives, who behold the fearful change of nature without

any particular emotion.

The fertility of the foil is aftonifliing, rice and millet growing in fuch quantities on the

fides of the rivers as amply to fupply the natives with food ; befides which,lemons, oranges,
;

bananas, and citrons, arrive at vaft perfection; and in the interior parts of the country,

ananas, Indian iigs, wa':sr-melons, white prunes, caflava, and difFereht forts of pulfe, are

produced in the gteateft abundance. Nor are deer, hogs, hares, and fowls, at all fcarce,

which are chearfully bartered for a little brandy, a very favourite liquor with thefe people.

The mountains abound with elephants, lions, tygersj apes, and monkies; one fpecies of

which latter animal, called the barry, is uncommonly tra£^able, and feems to refemble

thefamous ourang-outang. In thewoods there are f^rpents of the moftaftonifliing dimen-

fions; MiKth parrots, paroquets, and other beautiful and curious birds.

The natives bordering on the Sierra Leona have more protuberant nofes, and lefs dark
.

complexions, than moft Qf the neighbouring negroes. They fufpcnd a number of toys
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NEGROLAND. m
from their ears, and fcarify their faces with hot irons. In the decorations of their per-

fons, they refcmble the nations on the banicit of the Scherbro; the quality, however, vvear<^

ing long flowing robes of ftriped calico, after the Moorifh fafliion.

They are maliciou», turbulenr, and jealous, and perpetual^ engaged in animofities with

each other, as well as with ihv^ Europeans who are fettled among them; yet they are free

from voluptuous paflions,. and tlteem drunkennefs as the mod fliameful and odious vice.

Their huts are generally circular, the entrances being paved with oylter and cockle-

ihells, and two or three croiTes eredtcd in different parts.

For the adjuRment of difputes, the chiefs of every village meet in a place called a pal-

lavcr, or hall, whefe the plaiatiiF and defendant being candidly heard, the cafe is deter-

mined by a majori'ty of the judges prefcnt. Perfons defrauded may feize without legal

procefs at much from the oflenders as is fufficicnt to ci<mpenface their lofs, but they

mud prove to the fatisfa£lion of the coutt that they have not diftrained fur more than they

were entitled to recover.

Between the Sierra Leona, and the Seiios^ are feveral populous nations and extendv^

dominions, of which neither the names nor 'he boundaries are known.

The Quabes are reported to inhabit the fouthern banki» of theSeilos,and are undrr th»

^rotcdion of the Emperor of Manow; a very potent monarch,, who extends his authority'

over feveral vaflal princes, and a variety of naiions,^ particularly thofeof Qt/oja and Folgia^-

whofe fovereigns are complimented with the title of Dandagh.

.

The natives of thefe Interior regions are remarkablyi libidinous; but in other refpe^

they are vtry fuperior to their neighbours, being averfe to the efFufion of human bloody

Ifvingamicabiy <ifnong.themfelves, relieving the diflreflied, and participating in the pleaCures

and misfortunes of their friends with' a cordiality which' entitles them to tbo warmeil

applaufe.

Polygamy, which generally prevails throughout this quarter of the world, is not only

tolerated but encouraged; yet the buA>and commonly attaches himfclf to One particular

female, tiirefblly provhling for and inftrudting their male offspring, while the necefTary atten<>-

tion to the girls devolves on his wife. Atthe birthof afon,the father, and-all his domeflics,.

armed with bows and arrows, parade round the village, flnging fongs on the occaflon, and

|)1aying on mufical inftruments,j:hofe whom they meet in their uray being expe<£led to j[Qia

ill'the concert: the infant is then laid on^a fliield,.in the midftof the afliemhly, and a bow
and airbw bbing putintb hit hands, he is addre£d by a public orator, .who firft withes-

him profperity in general terns, and afterward enumerating every amiable quality, exprefligs-

his hope that the infant may one day pof&fs them all. . This oration being finiflied, the

child is delivered into the arms of his mother, s,nd the ailembly breaks up; a few felc^

friends of the parents oiily remait>ing, who fpend the remainder ef -the day in. nokth atid

Mivity. •

A female infant has en this public exhibition a fticlc> put into her band,. and an orator

of ber own fex prays that (he tnay be endued with every ornamental and ufefvl accomplifh-
ment.

Trade is hardly known among this people, except in bartering one necefTary of Itie for

anbtber, and their principal employment confifts in the cvttivatioa gf tbe earth. The
8 £ general

^Ipif



M AFRICA.
gciicr.Al language of theftfinlnnd nations is the Qiicjan, though varied intodi/Terent diale£>8

in every dillinft province. The warm imagination of the natives difcovers itfcif in the
delicate refinement of thiir exprcffion; for, being fond of rhetorical embellilbments, tho-ir

flifcourfe on the moft trivial occafions has fomcthin); of a poetical turn.

Their funeral ceremonies are cxpreflive of great affeftion, and the ftrongcft imprefllon*

of a gloomy fupeiilition. The dcceafed being wafhed, placed in an ere& pofture, and
(Ircllcd in his bed apparel, his hair is formally adorned, and a bow and arrovr are put into

his hands, wiiile his friends engage in a kind of mock (kirmifli. Then falling sn their

knee?, with a menacing air, they bend their bows, and utter imprecations of revenge on
the acccflarics to his death, or the flnnderers of his reputation. After which tfiey oiFer up, on
the altar of giofs ignorance and cruel fuperftition, fome of the flavcs of the deceafed, whom
they have previoufly pampered with alj the delicacies of the country, exhorting them to

attend their (nader in the other world with afliduity and fidelity. The body is then dc-

jiofited in the grave, with the murdered flaves, and various kitchen utenfils} which being

covered with a mat, the whole is filled up with abundance of earth. The relations com-
monly credt a hut round the grave, on the top of which they place the deceafed's bow and

arrows, with other trophies; and they for feveral months continue to bring all manner of

liquors and provifions for his nourifhme t in the other world, till they fuppofe he has had

fufRcient time to cultivate his new pi ..itations, and form neccflary connections in tho

ilrangc land to which he is removed.

The different nations in Sierra Leona acknowledge one Supreme Being, whom they call

Canno, and to whom they attribute the qualities of omnipotence, omnifcience, and omni«

prcfcnce. They believe, likewife, that the dead are converted into fpirits, and that their

employment is to protcA their former friends; for when they have received any injury, they

ily to the groves, the fuppofed refidenceof thefe guardian fpirits, and betvailing their mif>

fortunes, implore their gracious interpofition: every village has one of thefe groves confr-

cratcd to the deceafed, where women, children, and flaves, aie not permitted to enter,

whofc intrufion would beefteemed the moft outrageous facrilege, and punifhed withinftant

and exemplary death.

Morarc forcerers and magicians lefs dreaded than thefe imaginary fpirits are revered ; for

they fuppofe them to be the inveterate enemies of the human race, whofe blood they eagerlj

quaff, and to have power over the feafons, and the feveral productions of the earth. i

Their belief in thefe fupcrnatural agents cnnftitutes the chief fpring of political fubor«

dination; and as few offenders chufe to rifque the fuppofed certainty of detedton, by ap-

pealing to a fpirit :.amcd Belli Poari, they very readily acknowledge their crimes on the

highteft accufation of guilt. •
•

^ A variety of other fuperftitious notions are promulged by a fociety in every provincfe

called Belli, which is properly a feminary for the education uf youth, the king being pre>

'fident. Thefe fchools arefituated in thick palm-tree groves, generally including a circuit

of feveral miles, the whole of which fpace is cultivated -for the ufc of the ftudents., who are

reftriCted within certain boundaries, and prohibited from having any intercourfe with the

world during the term of five year$, which is the time appointed for their education.

The ftuden'ts iic niatHcalatet! with a red-hot iron, which cicatrizes them from the ear to

- - the
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the (houUlcr, forming at once a badge of dignityr and a mark of ciiilinftion. At the ex>

piration of the allotted term,-they arc delivered to their friends; and, having enipluyed a

few days in the neceflary pcrfonal preparations, they are introduced at court, where their

acquirements undergo a public examination, and thofe who appear to be properly qualified,

are promoted ta employmentt, and entitled to peculiar exemptions } but the qualgas, or

dunces, are excluded from the enjoyment of privileges, and from the pofll-fllon of every

public office. Yet the learning of thcfc fcminaries confifls merely in flnging, dancing,

and other corporal exercifcs, which neither illumine the mind, nor conduce to the advan-

ttgc of fociety.

There is likewifc a female inftitution of a fimilar nature; the period of retirement from

the world being, however, limited to four months, during which time the fair Audcnts

remain entirely naked, and arc not vifited by any male profelTor. After their noviciate

they undergo an operation fomcwhat refembling circumcifion, and are publicly examined

ai to their acquirements in the prefence of the king; after which they are prcfcntcd to

their parents with fuch marks of approbatfon as are thought adequate to their proficiency,

t The River Gambia, which next claims our attention, Jifcharges itfelf into the ocean

between Cape Vcrd and CapcRoxo; and though it is divided by a great number of iflands

and land-banks, is navigable for a forty-gun (hip upwards of fifty leagues up the country.

All attempts to difcover the fource of this river have hitherto proved inefFedtual, our

own countrymen, who carry on the principal trade with the natives of Gambia, feldom

reaching farther than Barracoada, which is only five hundred miles from it's influx into

the ocean.

The Portuguefe, the original difcoverers of this coaft, eager to feize on every ntuation

favourable to the advancement of trade, eftablifhed feveral faflorics on this river, the ruins

of which are ftill vifible, long before any other European nation attempted the navigation

of India. They, however, at length abandoned their fettlements in this country for more

advantageous profpcdls, and were fucceeded by the Englifh, who fortified themfdlves on

a fmall ifland, a few miles from the mouth of the river Gambia. This fort was twice

levelled with the ground; firfl by the French, and afterwards hy pirates; and, without the

interference of the Britifh legiflature, would probably never have been recovered. Our
next fettlement was on the River Cabata, which falls into the Gambia almofl oppoiite

James's Ifland, in which (lands James's Fort. This ifland, however, which is about

three quarters of a mile in circumference, pays a fmall tribute to the King of Barra,

the fovereign of the country. The fort is a regular edifice, defended by four batteriesj

each mounting ftven cannon, which command the river on every quarter. Within th«

walk are proper accommodations for the governor, the merchants, fadlors, and military

o(Ecers{ and a number of magazines and ft^re-boufes. The foldiers, artificers, and flaves,

are quartered in barracks without the walls, which are equally well fecured. The gar-

rifon is kept in conftant dutyand fecurity by centinels and patrolcs, and nothing is negledled

which can conduce to preferve this valuable poflTc/Iion.

Higher up the river we have feveral more eftablifhmcnts of inferior confcquencs, which

communicate one with another, and carry on a confiderable trade in gold; ivory, wax,

and flaves; of whicli laft article the faAors fomctlmes purchafe more than two thoufand
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in the year, who are generally prifoners of war, or criminjlls. Indeed, fince the increafed
demand for flaves, the courfeofjufticcij perverted, and the negro princei punifli the greateft
enormity and the moft trifling niifdcmeanor with indlfcriminate flavery.

Between the Gambia aiid the Senegal are numerous nations and princlpalltiei, the names
of many oF which are unknown to Europeans: we Ihill, however, fu'rnifl) our readers

with the feveral particulars we have becii able to obtain, refpe^'ing the Mundingoes,
Jalloifts, Pholeys, and Portuguefe; which laft-men^ioned pbople, after conquering this

country, have fo intermingled with the original natives, thai they have how nearly loft

tvcry trait of the European vifage and complexion, though they ftill retain a fort of
Portugucfe dialed, and fome rude notions of the Chriftian religion.

The country of Mundingo includes the whole diftjTft from the batiks of the Gambia t^

Cape Vergai and though various nations reflde within this extent, thiy bear a ftrong

affinity to each other in their complexions, languages, hiai^ncrj, aiid internal policy.

The Mundi'ngoes are faid to be focial, rational, and humanie} entertaining ftrangers with

great afl^abillty and condefceniion, and treating them with unreferved faiViilia'riiy. In their

difpofuions they are convivial and facetious, fpending great part of their time in mufic and

dancinj;; yet their natural warmth and impetuofity occafioh frequent difTehfions, and the

fricndfhip of the day is often diflblved by the difcord of the evening. An injurious cx-

preHion frequently occafions bloodflied, and in no country is the pride of birth aVid anceftry

carried to a more extravagant height. The natives of the interior paVts Were formerly

branded with the epithets of thieves and ki^aves, whicli miglit probably be nneri^ed. It was

the cuftom of this country, that a bargain agreed on in the morning might be retraced by

offering reftitution before fun-fet, a praAice wiilch opened a cfoor to numerous frauds

and impofltionsi but the neceifity of preferving fome credtt in their trd'nfa£li'on^ witi)

foreigners, has taught them the true ipplicatibh of bur old homely and yfitl fiiit^ti ada^
in favour of honefty.

The faiutation of the men conies in fli'aktng fiands } huii wheii a man nieets 'a' Woman,

he looks clofely in her face, then falls ^a'ck, advances again, and repeats the fame ceremony.

The regulation of domeftic ceconomy is confined to the wotaien; while the men' cultivate

their rice, excepting which employment their lives are ufually fpient lA (he titmoft Jndo>

lence and inattention to any fort or bufinefs.

The principal people of Mundingo have la'rge retinues of flaves, wh'bm they tr^at with

exemplary humanity and kindnefs, and" drefs in a ver]/ /pfendid fitte. Thefe /lavas', bein^

generally born in the families b/thoie to whom they belbnjg, ire remarkably attached to

their mailers, who are not permittee! to difpoui ot them[ withbut the!/ H^H cbAfent, and the

approbation ot thefr fe1Ibw-(taves.

The jolfoi^s inf»a<>it the nort^-fide of Ae tilvet tj'anfbfar, ik tit ils {Hi HWir SinegaF,

and have features extremely regdlar, confipared with the farrouinding hitidh's. They weit

a kind of cafico fiirplice, which defcends belby^ their knees, ^ometimes'plaiit^d at the wa{ft

^n a very neat and pleafing manner. They alio wear a number of gol^ trinkets in their

hair, ears, noles^ and round their neck^, arms, and legs } iiit the wbmen> as Itl nibft other

countries^ ufe tbele decorations more than the atcoi
*
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Tliife who inhabit the vicinity of the river arc a generous an'l hofpitablc pcnpU', .i. J

always conJuiSl ihcmfclvcs wiih luxoniiiig dignity and d.corum.

Th(! I^.imel, or prince of the J.ilIoifF*;, nt;ir Scnc;^;al, has two principal officers; one cf

whom is cntrufted with the command vf the military, and the other fupcrintend-* the

«ii(liibution of jiiftice: but at thi-rc are numbers of thcfe Damels i;i this ex ten five country,

who arc frequently cn^'njetl in cintefts with each othtr, th'y probably adopt internal

regulations exceedingly diiliniilar.

The Jalloiff cavalry are armed with long darfs and a kind of jwclins, with (liort fwoids

to ufc when they difmount; the infantry carr; fcymitars, jwclins, and quivers ofpoi-

foncd arrows. They engage in an irre;; ilu • an 1 t niultuous minnsr, marching to the attack

without difciplinc or order, their wlike inf. iimcnts, which m'I:e a moll terrific noifr,

I'ounding all the time. The momont they approach each oth r a iiencral difcharge of

arrows take place, when they inflantly clofcfvord in hand; flill, hnvevcr, fo far prcfer-

ing intcrt'ft to revenge, as to confine ihur chief attention t:) nialving as many prifuncrs

as pofTible; and, as the dread of flavery equally animates both the contending parties, lluir

iVruggles are in gcndral very obftinate and bloody.

The Pholeys, who arc only fcparated from the kingdom of Jalloift" by the Lake Cayor,

inhabit a diftriifl of very conftderablc extent : but travellers are much divided about the

rcprcfentation of their internal policy; foiiie confidering them as regul.-teJ by a parii-

cular government, while others fuppofc them to' be formed into diftindt clans or tribes

difleminated over various countries. The latter opinion is that which we are moft in-

clined to adopt; as it is certain they arc not fubjeiV to the fovcreign of any nation, but are

wholly governed by chiefs of their own, who rule with exemplary jufticc and moderation.

Indeed, fo pacific arc the Pholeys in their difpofitions, and fo well arc they inftrufled to

diftinguiOi between good and evil, that every violator of the cflabliflicd maxims of jurif-

prudence is confideied as a common enemy.
'' The Pholeys are of a tawny complexion, low in ftaturc, but well made, and have a pe-

culiarly delicate and engaging addrefs. Jn whatever coiintry they n fide, they arc generally

the greateft planters, being extrtmely induftrious and frugal in their difpofitions; though

they beftow their fuperfluities with fo much hofpitality and munificence, that the natives

cfteem it a peculiar happinefs to live in the neighbourhood of their dwellings. Their

humanity and benevolence are unbounded,comprehcndingftrangcrs of every denomination,

and indigence and oppreflion are unknown among them. Though far from being irafciblc,

and infinitely fupcrior to the meannefs of illiberal reproach, and perfonal inveftive, they

poflefs a confiderable fliare of native courage, and are very dextrous in the ufc of their

military weapons, which are generally javelins, cutlaffes, bows and arrows, and of late

years, occafionally, fire-nrms.

The language taught in their feminaries, and which is very generally underftood, is

Arabic; befidcs which, they have a vulgar tongue, ftiled the Pholey dialed. In their

religious fentiments they are rigid Mahometans, and uniformly abftain from every iiulul-

gence forbidden by the Koran; which in moft other countries, where the fame pcrfuafion

prevails, is but little regarded,
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s nThe Phol«ys are cfteemed excellent hcrdfmen} and the care of the MunJingoes flock

ufualjy committed to them.

Nor arc thefc people lefs eminent hunters than ftcpherds and huftandmen, deftroyine

wild beafts in great abundance, particularly elephants, the teeth of which they i"11, and
linoke-dry and eat the flcfh. In this country, vaft droves of thefe laft animals, condfting

of two or three hundred each, frequently deftroy the blooming hopes of the year, by
trampling down the corn, and rooting up trees; to prevent which fatal ccnfcruences,

when their approach is fufpedled, large fires are kindled round the fields, which generally

irighten them away.

In fliort, the Pholeys appear to be the moft amiable in their manuers of any iiihrbitants

of this part of the continent, and to be illumined with fnperior underftandings; yet they

are extremely attached to fuch fupcrftitious obfervations as, however innocent, tcnJ-greatly

to di'niiiifli our refp. ^ for their good fenfe an-' difcernr.ient.

The River Senegal is one of the moft connderable in Africa, and is conjeflured to be a

branch of the Niger; which, rifing in the eaftern parts of this quarter of the globe, after

a courfe of above three thoufand miles, i^ faid to diviue itfelf into three branches, the

fouthernmoft o^ which is the Sierra Leona, the middle the Gambia, and the northernly

the Senegal: this opinion, however, wants confirmation, ncithei travellers nor voyagers

having carried their difcoveries to the fuppofed ramification of the Niger, thou<th the

Senegal has been traced two thoufand four hundred miles from the fca, in a courfe generally

from eaft to weft.

All the principal rivers of Nigritia have an annual inundation like the Nile, and ufually

about the fame feafon of the year. The Senegal is forty days in rifing to it's height, and

when it has overflowed it's banks, it's channel is very difficult to be traced, even by thofe

who are accuftomed to navigate it; and a French boat, containing thirty men, bcin^ a few

years fince fent up this river, could only proceed about a thoufand miles, it's courfe being

conftantly imp ded by the tops of trees, and the crew experiencing fuch a variety of hard-

ihips that only five returned alive.

The mouth of this great river is exceedingly rapid, a circumftance which is attributed

to the contra 3ion it experiences from a brr that narrows it into the breadih of only half

a league. This renders the navigation extremely dangerous, particularly di. iing the rainy

feafon; when the prodigious fwell of the ftream, and i'le violence of the fouth-weft winds

oppofed to it's rapid courfe, produce waves of the moft tremendous appearance, with a

roaring tu>ir>: that fills with horror the heart of the .noft adventurous mariner. After

paifing the bar, the river glides gently and fmcothly; and it's banks are variegated with.

pleafing verdure, and trees in everlalli.'-.g bloom, which contain birds of .he moft vivid

beauty.

The country abounds with wild beafts, ^nd a number of eleph.ints, which are vsy inof-

fenfive when unmolefted. The low grounds are covered with h fp'it i :; of ebony, whicl:

fifes to a prodi' 'ous height, bearing large bunches of y°-llow flowers of an aromatic fmell.

The barks "f thcfe trees include every vaiic:/ of colour, and the WOOi co -antly bears the

Umc hue as '..te bark, though thr flowers of each are alike*
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The Senegal forms a number of iflands, well cloathed with trees, fruits, and herbage;

but the only one on which the French, who have chiefly occupied this part of the coun-

try fince they took it from the Dutch in 1687, made any fettlement, was the Senegal, in

fixteen degrees five minutes northern latitude, about five miles from the mouth of the

river. This ifland, the length of which is only two thoufand three hundred yards, and

it's medium breadth fcarcely three hundred, is a dry, fandy, (lerile fpot, but well defended

by che Fort of bt. Louis, which is conftru£lcd in a quadrangular form, having two baf-

tions of confidcrablc (Irength, and an arfenal well fupplied with arms and ammunition.

This fet;lement, after remaining five years in the poiTcHlon of the French, was taken

by the Englifli in 1692; but, in the following year, it was retaken by the French. In

1758, Senegal again fell under the power of the Englifli, by the activity and refolution of

C.iptain Marlh of the navy, and^Major Mafon of the marines; who, with a fmall fquadron,

added a valuable conqueft to their country, without the lofs of a fingle man. This ac-

quifition, wiuich rendered the gum-trade alnoft entirely our own, has once more fallen

into the hnnds of the French, during the late unequal conted.

The gum, calli-d benetjal, or Arabic, which is the principal commodity of this country,

is a very valuable article ot commerce, being employed in many arts and manufactures,

particularly painting and dying.

The tree from which it exfudes, is defcribed as a fpecies of acacia, fmall, prickly, full

of branches, and covered with narrow ever-green leaves of a moderate length. There are

three forefts of this tree, which are all fituated in the defart north of the river, and yield

annually two crops; one in December, the other in March. The natives fell this gum by

a cubic iHcafurc calkd a quintal, containing about two hundred weight; and in fuch amaz-

ing quantities is it produced, that they are faid frequently to exchange a quintal of gum
for oods which in Europe are not worth more than half a crown.

The ufual drcfs of the natives near Senegal, is a kind of fhirt, with wide drawers

of blue and vhite cotton. They wear alfo leather fandals, buttoned at the inftep,

heel, and toes; and their dcfenfive weapons ufually confift of a fword hung over the

icft-fliouldtr, with a long lance, 0/ a bow and arrows; bcfides a large knife, hanging on

the icft-iidc. VWif is tae appearance of perfons of confequence, but the poor are entirely

nuked.

The women, however, generally tie a piece of cotton cloth round their waifts, which

reaches to their knees, the upper parts of their bodies being flained and painted with

«lifterent colours, in a variety of forms.

Thty (ubfift chiefly on rice, roots, and fruit, and in general drink nothing but water}

yet they are fu fend of brandy, and other fpirits, that they indulge themfclvcs to excefs

whenever they can procure them. The marriage-ceremonies pratStifed in this country,

v.'iry in almoft every different nation or tribe; but they are in general very funpie, confid-

ing cither in purchaiing the btide of the parents, or pretending to carry oflf the admired

objcdt by force, a meafure which feldom meets with oppofition, being conftdered only as a

ntccffary part of the ceremony.

I'he women early enter 11^ the tnarriag^'ilates and polygamy is allowed in i('s fuUeft

latitude.
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The Iiu(l).inJ may fi.II his wifo for infidelity, or difmifs her from his houfc without

making her any allowance.

The pain'* of child-birth arc fiid to be but little known in this country, where the

mother and her new-born inf.mtbcing immcilintcly wnfhcd, the latter is wrapped up in a

cloth, and faftcned on the parent's fhoiildcr, who piMfn-,'? her ufiial avocations the fame
day, without ths fmallcft inconvenience. The children are, however, treated with all

imaginable tendcrnefs till they arc capable of providing for thcmfelvcs; the boys beinn-

ufiially brought up in a courfe of habitual idlenjfs, while the girls are from their infancy

devoted to labour, and have the necefiity of a refpeflful and moded demeanor conftantly

inc'ilcnted.

When any one expires, the family alarm the whole vilLv:;e with their doleful lamenta-

tions; and the Marahut, or prieft, wafhing the corpfc pcrfe(5lly clean, covers it with

it's ufual ai>p:»rcl. The relations then .advance, and fcver.illy interrogate the deccafcd,

Why he was unwilling to live with them ? Whether he was difTatisfied with his narrow

fortune? Whether he had too few handfomc women ? Or whether any of his relations

had offended him, that he thus cruelly deforts them? In the mean while, vocal and inlhu-

mental performers jointly exert their abilities in praife of the deccafcd, and a ball is pivcn

to all the attendants, who figure a particular kind of dance in honour of their dcpaited

friem'. The body is then depofited in the earth; and the grave being marked with a

tomb-ftonc, a piece of coloured cloth is fpread over the whole, provifions and a jar of water

are placed at the head of the grave, and a pole is crciSled near on which the arms of the

deccafcd arc fufpended.

When death vifits the throne, a dated time is fixed for public mourning; which confirts

in a general howl over the grave, and the diUrailcd contortions and unfcit lamentations

of thofc who probably detcftcd the objeft while living. The wealthy part of his fuhjci'ts

fend prefents of fhecp, rice, .nnd millet, from the utmoft provinces, and a table is fcveral

fucceflive days fpread round the grave for the ufe of the mourners.

Between the Gambia and Senegal, the common language is the Mundingan, which is

imderftood a great way up the country; but a dialed of the Portugucfe, the Jalloiffian and

Pholian tongues, Mre'nkewife fpoken by many nations included in this vaft tradh

Manufadlures and arts arc no farther pradtifed than is abfolutcly ncccflary for the

cloathing or fubfiftcnce of the natives. Smiths and cutlers are the principal mechanics;

next to whom, liowever, are the fcpateroes, as they are called, whofc employment is to

make the gris-gris, or cafes, to contain the various charms with which the Marabuts plenti-

fully fuppTy thefuperrtitio'is vulgar, .ind v;hich .vill hereafter be more particularly noticed.

The women fpin and weave cotton; but they feem very deficient in the knowhd.rc of

the loom, the largeft piece they can make being only about two yards long, and ei^ht or

ten inches broad.

The habitations of the negroes in general have ncithcrelcgance, order, nor convenience;

being fmall, low, conical hutf, with no other light than what is admitted by the door,

and occupied by relations and flaves, who rcpofe promifcuouily together.

The towns arc always raifcd in a circular foun, with fpiral ftreetsj hence, n\ a village

of
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of inconflderable extent, a perfon is oft»;n obliged to walk a great way, when by Hiott

jntcrftcting ftrccts a few paces would fufficc. Some negroes of ilifliniftion, however,

particularly the dcfccndants of the Portiiguefe, zSe&: the European llile of archici.(i1ure,

and build houfcs tolerably well adapted to the climate.

The houftiold furniture of the common people confifts in a few earthen vefluis, cnla-

bafhcs, wooden bowls, diOics, plates, and culinary utenftls of the rudeft conftrudtion

}

chairs, tables, and beds, arc fuppljcd by mats, which fcrve equally for mattrafTcs and

coverings.

But if the negroes are deficient in ingenuity, they greatly excel in agiliiy; climbing up

the loftiefl: palm-trees with incredible expedition, where they nialcc incifions at the tops

of the trunks, whence they obtain vaft quantities of wine : they are likcwife very expert

horfcmcn; and the addrefs of our beft equcftrian adventurers would excite little admiration

among them.

Mahomctanifm, blended with the groflcfl; fuperftitions, generally prevails among the

inhabitants on both fides of the Senegal ; and the principal articles of their belief may be

comprized in the unity of the Godhead, the obfervance of the faft of Ramadan, the feaft of

Biram, with circumcifton, and fomc other external rites. They acknowledge the miOion

of Mahomet, but never invoke him by prayers; and obferve Friday as their Sabbath,

without any intermiflion of their ordinary buHnefs. The opulent have apartments appro-

priated to divine worfhip; but the vulgar generally perform their devotions under a (hady

tree, neither mofques nor temples being known i« this country.

Every village has a Marabut, who convenes the people, and pronounces abfolution from

the Koran, while his congregation, ranging themfclvcs behind him, imitate his gefturcs,

with their faces towards the ea(V.

Circumcifion is performed at the age of four or five years, when vaft nfultitudes of

children are colleftcd together, and a grand fefiival is held, proportioned to the number

and quality of thofe who are to undergo the operation.

Thefc ceremonies, and others of inferior confequence, are blended with a vaft deal of

fuperftition, which is probably a more powerful antidote againft enormities than the moft

rational tenets. They wear a fort of bracelets to remind them of the vows they have con-

traAed, efteeming the breach of a fulemn engagement as an offence of too heinous a nature

to efcapc fomc fsgnal difplay of Almighty vengeance.

The Mundingoes have fuch ftrange ideas of aftronomy, that they fuppofr every eclipfe

of the moon to be occafioncd by the interpofition of the paw of a large cat between that

Vuminary and the earth.

The moft remarkable fuperftitions arc their gris-gris, which appear to be Arabic charac-

ters, interfpcrfed with necromantic figures, delineated on paper by the Marabuts. So much
efficacy is fuppofed to be contained in thcfe charms, that the meanefl ncgrd never goes to

war without thcmj and when any difafter befals the poftefibr, the Marabut has a ready

apology, by pleading the immorality of the wearer. Thefeamulets are held to be fuiFicient

prcftrvatlves againft all dangers and misfortunes j and the MarabutSj who difpofc of them
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at very extravagant prices, are perhaps at lead equally revercJ with any religious order on
earth.

They have alfo \a this country a mod uncouth bug-bear, calledNumbo Jumbo, which
is the univerCul dread of the womenj and is, indeed, intended by theMundin^oc?, to ktpp

their wives in proper fubordination. This is a molt turriHc image, about eight or ten fecc

high, composed of the bark of trees, cloathcd 'u\ a long robe, and crowned with a diadem

of ftraw.

Whenever domeftic quarrels arife, the Numbo Jumbo is fcnt for, to adjuft the difpute,

whofe deciiion is always in favour of the huiband ; and a perfon concealed within the imago

delivers the oracle on thefe occafuns. When the women hear of the intended viftt, they

ufually run away, and hide themfclvcs; but on Numbo Jumbo's demanding their appear-

ance, they are obliged to attend, and fubmit to the puni(hmcnt he thinks proper to enjoin,

on pain of being brought before him by compulfion, and whipped with his own hands.

A regular focicty has from time immemorial been prefcrved, for fupporting the authority

of Numbo Jumbo} into the myfteries of which no one is initiated, without firfl taking

a folemn oath never to difclofe any part of the bufinefs.

One of the Kings of Jagra, however, being a very uxorious prince, is faid to have com-
municated the whole fecret to his wife; who, contrary to the mofl folemn (lipulations,

foon communicated it to the reft of his women: and this event reaching the negro chiefs,

who dreaded the decline of their authority, (hould the myftery be fully developed, they

informed Numbo Jumbo of the circumftancc, who immediately entered the palace, and

ordering all the women to be aQ'afllnated, cfFcdually fupprefled the difcovcry.

The Marabuts are a diftin£l order of men, whofe dignity defcends to all their male

offspring, forming a numerous ecclefiaftical body, and having vaft revenues appropriated

for their maintenance. Their manners are reprefented as grave, formal, affc6lcd, and in-

triguing; yet they are faid to be in general temperate and abftcmious, charitable to their

own order, and faithful in performing tbeii compacts. They fpend much of their time

in the tuition of their children, whom they carefully inftruift in the principles of the

Levitical lawj which, next to the dodrines of the Koran, is treated with the grcateft

rcfpeft.

The great volume of the Marabut ittftitutions is written in a language entirely different

from that of the vulgar, and is fuppofed to be a corrupt Hebrew or Arabic; from this book

they take tranfcripts for private ufe, and fome of them travel from province to province,

Indrufting the natives in religious and fcientific knowledge. All places are ppen to the

Marabuts; and, during the rage of the moft fanguinary conteft, they pafs unmolefted

through the fields of war : indeed, fuch is the veneration in which they are univerfally held,

that perfons of the firft diftindion, on meeting a Marabut, fall inftantly upon their knees,

to receive his bencdidion«

CHAP.
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GUINEA.

THIS cxtcnfive country is bounded by Nigritiaon the north, by the unexplored parts

of Africa on the caft, and by the Atlantic Ocean on the weft and fouth.

. The air of this traiit is extremely fervid, and the level parts being overflowed by the

pt-iiodical rains for feversl months in the year, it is certainly very inimical to health, and

has proved remarkably fatal to Europeans.

Guinea is ufually divided into the Giaijt Coaft, the Tooth Coaft, the Gold Coaft,

and the Slave Coaft.

The M.ilaguetta, or Grain Coaft, which obtains it's name from the copioui! produifllon

of pepper that conftituics it's principal wealth, is included between the River Scftos, and

the village of Grcva, about a league to the weft of Capt- Palmas.

The plant which produces the Guinea pepper generally twines round fomc neighbour*

ing tree, in the manner of our ivy; the leaf is foft and pointed, and polFelTes a plcafing

odour. Beneath the leaves, and all along the ftalks, are fmall Hlamcnts, by which it ad-

heres to it's fupportcrs. The fruit is contained in long flender red pods, fcparated into

four or five cells, and covered by a thin rind to which the negroes attribute a poifonous

ijuality.

Beftdes this valuable article of commerce, the Grain Coaft produces a fpccies of fruit

refembling the cardamum, pimentos, bjnanas, dates, lemons, and oranges, with fcvcral

forts of pulfe, and abundance of palm-trees,

Domeftic animals arc very plentiful, with muft other creatures common to the Guinea

coaft.

The natives in general arc well-propr.tioned, and their whole drefsconfifts in a piece of

cloth faftened round the middle.

The Malaguetta language is fo ex .remely ditTicuIt, that none of their neighbours are ca-

pable of interpreting it, which renders commerce difagretably tedious.

They are a hofpitablc people, and freely admit Europeans to the beds of their wives and

daughters. Some of them arc -xcellent mechanic's, and neccflity has taught them many

ufeful improvements in agricu'turc, particularly with rcfpctSt to the cultivation of rice,

millet, and pepper. Their Sovereign, whom they call Tabafeil, is very defpotic, and

difplays great public fplendor : his fubjcdh regard him as a fuperior being, and implicitly

obey his injunftions from a latural awe and fubrniflion.

In their religious notions they appear to have fomc confufed idea of the immortality of

thcfoul, and welcome then :w moon with fcftal fongs and other demonftrations of regard,

which are the only external marks of adoration among them.

The Ivory or Tooth Coail derives it's appellation from the quantity of elephants teeth

it produces, and is bounded iy Nigricia on the north, by the Gold Coaft on the caft, the

ocean
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ocean on the fouth, and the Grain Coaft on the weft} but it's particular limits cannot be
afccrtained with the fmalleft degree of precifion, though it is generally included between

Cape Palmas on the weft, and Cape Apollonia on the eaft.

This coaft is fubdivided into the Quaqua, the Malagantes, and the Ivory Coaft Proper;

all which, except near Cape Apollonia, is fo low, level, and uniform, that it is difficult

to diftinguifti particular places.

The whole country within the limits of the Ivory Coaft is fertile in rice, fevcral fpecies

of pulfe, cocoa-nuts, oranges, citrons, and fugar-canes, which might be cultivated to

great advantage. In Ihort, this diftrit^ is the moft populous, falubrious, and pleafant^

of any on the whole Coaft of Guinea.

Elephants are immenfely numerous, particularly in the inland countries : there are alfo

abundance of cows, fheep, goats, and hogs, which are of courfc exceedingly cheap. The
fea likewife produces a profuflon of excellent fifli, including feveral remarkable ones,

among which we may enumerate the fea-devil, the zingana, and the fea-bull.

The natives of Quaqua, or the eaftern divifion of this coaft, are of a good ftature, and

well proportioned, but their afpedl infpires ftrangers with difguft; though, on a farther

acquaintance, they appear to be the moft rational, civilized, and polite, in all Guinea.

Their manner of living is rather coarfe and indelicate, according to our ideas of decency

and neatnefs; but they are fuch enemies to drunkennefs, that a Angle trefpafs of this

nature is puniftied with the nioft exemplary inflidlions; being very properly regarded as the

aggregate of every enormity, by reducing mankind to a level with the beafts, prompting

them to infringe the rights of fociety which it deprives of a ufeful member, and deftroying

the efficacy of the beft laws and government.

The rich wear a fort of fliirt with long fleeves, rings of iron interfperfed with bells round

their leg;:, and a fcymitar by their fides.

Every fon conftantly follows his father's profcflion ; a regulation which is fo firmly

eftabliflied, and fo invaria^y obferved, that the whole country does not furnifh a fingle

inftance to the contrary; yet thefe hereditary occupations are far from promoting the

mechanic arts, the meaneft efforts of an European being infinitely beyond their imitation,

and even their comprchenfion.

Like moft of the other natives of thefe regions, they conceive it impoffible for perfons

to difcover one another's fentiments by a delineation of crooked charaflers; and of courfe

imagine that white men are favoured with the intervention of familiar fpirits, when they

interpret the meaning of their friends in writing.

The ivory of this coaft, which is efteemed the moft beautiful in the world, is bought up

with avidity by the Englifti, French, and Dutch, who likewife purchafe conildcrable

quantities of cotton cloths, gold duft, and flaves.

On the arrival of an European ftiip, the natives flock round in their canoes, crying,

* Quaqua! Quaqua!' from which expreffion they derive their name, and one of the moft

adventurous goes firft on board; but fuch is the terror and fufpicion they difcover, that

trading is to the laft degree tedious and difficult. The ignorance of their language, too,

adds greatly to the inconveniences arifing from the timidity of their difpoiitions, as every

thing
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thing muft; be tranfaclcd by figns, and a certain quantity of merchandize is ufually placed

near ihe gold or ivory required to be exchanged. Prefent.^, however, have a confiderablc

influence in infpiring them with confidence; the moft opulent negro receiving with indi-

cations of gratitude any trifling article of Euiopean manufacture.

'1 he River of St. Andrew, which is much frequented by mariners, (Europeans having

no regular cftablilhments on the coaft) is a fpacious and deep river, augmented near it's

influx into the ocean by the jundtion of another llream. The entrance of this river is fur-

rounded wich lofty trees, verdant meadows, and fields of immenfe extent; and, on failing

up the ftream, beautiful groves of citrons, oranges, and limes, prefent thcmfelves to the

eye, the boughs of which arc fo clofely interwoven that the feveral fruits frequently appeu
to be the produce of the fame tree.

The fugar-cane, with innumerable fruits and flowers, fpontancoufly fpiinjup and flourifli

in this foil
J
but they are in general abandoned to the devaftation of wild hearts, to whom

they aiTord an agreeable and commoJious retreat.

The natives of tliis part of the coall refcmble the Qiiagas in their perfonal appearance,

•only the wonun poiTefs great regularity of fe;itures, fparlciing eyes, .-ind elegant teeth.

Thefe people arc ftill more timid and jealous than thofc already defcribcd ; nor can anv
importunity prevail on them to enter an European vtflcl till the captain has bathed his

eyes in Ra-watcr, a ceremony which they reciprocally perform, and which is intended to

fignify, that if they violate their faith, or neglc<Sl to fulfil their compafts with honour,

they wifh the waves may tlofe their eyes and for ever deprive them of fight.

They arc extremely partial to the fame ornaments as the Quagas, particularly fmall

bells on their legs, the jingling of which gives agility to their dancing; a diverfion the ne-

groes in general arc cxccfllvely fond of pradifing, and in which they arrive at fuch profi-

ciency, that the bed European figure-dancers might learn attitudes and poftures which

would not difgrace their art.

Some of the elephants teeth in this country are of an enormous fizc, weighing upwards

of two hundred pounds; and the natives difpofe of confidcrable quantities of gold, and at

great many flaves.

The Gold Coaft, which is fo named from the abundance of that precious metal it af-

fords. Is bounded by Nigritia on the north, by the Slave Coaft on the caft, by the oceaa

on the fouth, and by the Ivory Coaft on the weft j extending near two hundred miles along

the fhorc.

The Anchobar, called alfo the Gold River, is the chief river in this divifion, of which

it forms the weftern boundary, falling into the fea near the Dutch fort of St. Anthony.

This coaft is divided into feveral petty kingdoms, which receive their appellation from

the principal towns: the names of thefe kingdoms are, Axim, Anla, Adorn, Jaby, Com-
mary, Fetu, Sabo, Fantyn, Acron, Agona, and Aquamboe.

The gold is moftly found in the interior parts of the country, where the negroes dig

pits, and feparate it from the furrounding mould. It is alfo frequently met with near

rivers and water-falls, where the violence of the torrents wafti it down from the moun-

tains. Thefe fituations arc always vifitcd after heavy rains by hundreds of negro women,
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furnifhcd with calabafliesj which vcfTels being fillcJ with earth and fand, after a tedious

procefs of washing and rubbing to fcparate the particles of gold, fomctimes contain near

half an ounce of this precious metal, but much oftener kfs quantities, and frequently not

a /Ingle grain.

The vt^getable produ£lions of this part of Guinea arc millet, maize, or Indian wheat,

feveral fpccits of leguminous plants, abundance of palms, cocoas, oranges, limes, bananas,

cabbage-trees, ananas, and water-melons.

Yams and potatoes are the two principal roots: the former refcmbling par.'^ips, but

confidcrably thicker in proportion to the length of the root, and having much the fame

tafle and flavour as the Englifh potatoe; and the latter being fhaped like our potatoes, bt<t

pofllfling, at the fame time, a diHigrceable fwcetncfs, which renders them much inferior

to yams.

Cows are very numerous in the inland parts of the Gold Coaft; but they are fo cxccf-

fivcly fmall, that a full-grown heifer feldom weighs more than two hundred weight, and.

the fieOi is very indifferent food. Sheep are likewife plentiful, but very diminutive; and

they are covered with hair inflcad of wool. In fhort, every animal in this country is of in •

ferior fizc, compared with thofe of Europe^ even the horfcs are not fufficicntly high to keep a

tall man's legs from the ground.

The elephants in this country are of vaft magnitude, being frequently thirteen feet

high J
but they do not appear to have any of that extraordinary docility for which they are

fo much celebrated in eaflcrn climes.

The native ferocity of the tyger fccms to be fublimed by the heat of this climate; but,

fortunately for the inhabitants, it never molefls the human fpecies while it can fubfilt or*

the flefh of brutes, which there is feldom much difHcu'ty in obtaining.

Jackalls, and variety of apes, abound in the woods; fome of thcfc lafl animals, when
they ftand ereifl, meafure five feet in height, and they are fo aflonifhingly fagacious, that

the negroes think them even capable of fpeaking, but fuppofe they are unwilling to make
ul'e of that faculty, left they fliould likewife be obliged to labour.

Harts, beautiful antelopes, hares, porcupines, civet) and wild cats, are among the animals

common to the Gold Coaft.

The feathered race are, chiefly, wild and tame ducks, partridges, pheafants, fnipes, par-

rots, with other beautiful birds peculiar to the torrid zone.

Crocodiles, and other amphibious animals of nearly the fame form, fwarm in every river.

Reptiles are imnicnfely numerous, and fome of them venomous to the highefl and moft

extraordinary degree; particularly a fnake about a yard long and two fpans thick, varie-

gated with white, black, and yellow: there are likewife fome ferpents of enormous fize, mca-

furing upwards of fixtecn feet in length ; but thcfc do not by any means appear to contain

a malignity proportionable to their magnitude. There are alfo prodigious quantities of

fcorpions, centipedes, toads, and large venomous fpiders; but none of the infeds of this

country arc half fo remarkable as the ants or termites, which arc divided into a variety of

fpecies of different colours and fizcs, building in large trees, or on the ground, nefls of

prodigious magnitude, and of the moft curious conilrui^ions: the induilry, oeconomy,

- and
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and internal regulations, of thcfe creatures, excite the idrr^i'ration of every philofuphic

travcllcn

The lativcs of theCJoIdCoaft pay great attention to their hair, which they adorn with a

fpccics of coral, wearing hats of Europu-an manufaclurc, when their circumrtaiicis permit

them to become purchafcrs. Their necks, arms, legs, and waiils,are encircled with rings-

of gold, filver, ivory, or coral; and they fufpend from their waifts a few yards if filk, or

other (luff, which conceals half the leg. The caboccroes, or grandee'^, are didiiiguiflied

by liaving handfome cloth vcftmtnts, deer-(kin caps, with firings of coral round their

heads, and each of them a (laff in his hand; without which laft article, the infignia of his

rank, no grandee ever appears in public.

Women of dillindlion difplay great taflc in the articles and difpofitlon of their drefs.

The cloth which girds their waifts is longer than that of the otlier fex; their hair ib ele-

gantly derorated with gold, coral, and ivory, circles of which likcwifc ornament their

neck', arms, and legsj and they frequently throw a filk veil over the neck and breafts.

The fovereigns of this country are in private diftinguiflied by no marks of fplcndor,

their ordinary fare and accommodations being little fupcrior to thofc of their nicaneftfuh-

je£ls, and they have neither guards nor officers to attend them ; but when they appear in

public they alTume all the appearance of royalty within their power, and are accompanied

by flavts bearing umbrellas over their heads, being at the fame time attended by a nume-

rous armed guard.

In this country, where fpontaneity of produdion gives almoft community of pofleflion,

marriage has but few impediments; the man only afks the parents confent for the fe-

male of his choice, and the bufinefs is in general foon concluded. Wives are allowed

without limitation; and difgufton cither fide is held to be a fufficient reafon for feparating.

The women cultivate the earth, and perform every domeftic office; while their hufbands

loiter away their time in indolence, and treat their wives, the firft and fecond excepted,

with little refpeifl or tenderncfs. The former of thcfe favoured females fuperintends the

ceconomy of the family; and the latter, being confecrated to their fetiche, is called the

fetiche-wife.

On the birth of a child, which occafions but litttle inconvenience to the mother, a

prieft attends, who binds a number of cords, bits of coral, and other articles, about the

head, body, arms, and legs, of the infant. Thcfe are regarded as amulets againft fick-

nefs r.nd difaflers, and are the only things worn till the child is kven or eight years of

age, when a fmall cloth apron is ftibftituted. It is worthy of obfervation, that more fe-

males arc born than males, which may be fome apology for the univcrfal polygamy that

prevails on this coaft.

As the fervour of the climate enervates the natives, they are mafters of few manual arts;

except thofe of conftruii^ling their huts, making canoes, and forming ornamental rings for

their perfonal decoration.

When attacked with any indifpofition, they have at firft recourfe to medicine; but ima-

gining thefe alone ineffedlual to reftore health, they call in the aid of fupcrftitionand charms.

The famepcrfon ads as phyfician and prieft; and as the religious profcflion is regularly

more
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more lucrative than the fanative, it is his intereft to porfuade the relations of the patii'iU,

that offerings and facrjficcs niu(t bt made, which he always takes care to appropriate to

his own life.

No fooner does a native expire, than Tiis wives and relations commence a hideous howl-

ing, the youths of his acquaintance at the f.inie time difcharging fire-arms, in token of

thtir rrr|)edl. The v;ives of a man of quality, immediately on thisevent, haVc thr ir heaJs

clofc fhavcd; then fmcaring their bodies with a chalky earth, they equip thimfclvcs in an

ol<l garment, and fally out in the ftrccts, inccffimtly repeating the name of the dcccafed

with thf moft piercing lamentations; and this ceremony is continued daily till the inter-

ment of the corpfe.

The deccafed is put into a coffin, fplcndidly drclTcd, with fetiches of gold, the fineil:

corals, and other valuable articles, which it is fuppofed he will have occafion to ufe in the

other world. Two or three days afterwarJi the relations and friends ailembif, when the

ciirpfc is carried to the grave, attended by a confufed multitude of people, ufing different

uncouth attitudes and exprcfljons. The body being dcpofitcd in the earth, the people in

general return to the houfe of the deccafed, where they are entertained for feveral fucctflive

days.

The funeral of a fovcreign is attended with fcencs of uncommon horror and Inhu-

manity : feveral of his flavcs are difpatchcd at the grave, as attendants to fcrve him in a fu-

ture fble; one of his wives, and principal fervants, with fuch fricnditl's wretches as

arc unfortunate enough to be within reach, adding alfo to the fplendor of the barbarous

facrificc.

The natives of the Gold Coaft in general acknowledge one fupreme God, to whom they

attribute every quality of an omnipotent and omnifcient Being ; but they offer up their adora-

tions and facrificc to their fetiches, like the other negroes. A whimfical opinion prevails

among many of thefe people concerning the creation; when, they fupi^ )fe, the Almighty

formed black and white men, immediitely offering them their choice c .wo forts of gifts,

gold or learning; and the b'acks chufing the former, left the latter to the whites.

The fetiches, which have already been frequently mentioned, are a fpecies of idols com-

pofed of different fubftances in the different countries where the worfliip of them prevails:

on this coafl they confift of an ornament worn on the head, or any other fubflance eoiife-

crated to fome invifiblc fpirit. Each fetichccr, or pricft, has a fctiehe of his own, peculiar

in it's conftrudlion; but they arc, in general, large wooden pipes full of earth, oil, blood,

bones of men and bcafls, feathers, hair, and the like; which vai ious (trange compofitlons

are fuppofed to contain great talifmanic virtue.

Public devotions are fomctimcs performed by a whole town or nation, to avert any

common calamity; when theinjunftions of the priefts arcreligioufly obferved, under fevere

pecuniary penalties.

The fetiches are fuppofed by the negroes to be the difpenfers of rewards and puniHi-

ments in this world. But their ideas of futurity are various and inconfiflcnt: feme

fuppofing that, after death, perfons live much in the fame manner as before, without re-

ceiving any extraordinary reward for virtue, or fuff.-ring any puiiifhmcnt for vice; while

others
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ethers believe that the deceafed are conveyed to a famous river, flluated in a dillant inland

country, where their god enquires into their moral condudi, and their religious exercires,

and on finding they have acquitted themrdves with honefty and propriety, he immediately

wafts them acrofs the river, to a paradife abounding with every thing that can contribute

to their felicityj but if it appears that they have behaved improperly, and finned againft

his rules, he plunges them into the river, where they are loft in eternal oblivion.

An extraordinary- annual ceremony is obfcrved in this part of Guinea, which confifts

in what is called banifliingthedevil out of their townf. This ftrange ceremony is preceded

byeightdays of unbounded Iicentioufnefs{ duringwhich period the only preventative of dif-

agreeable confequences is to ply the populace with liquors, fo as to keep them in a (late of

entire ftupefa£lion: when that time is expired, they proceed to this imaginary expulfion,

by running after one another in a confufed manner, and thr<iwing whatever comes in their

way at the fuppofed fiend, mouting with the moft horrid outcries. Having proceeded to what

they deem a fufficient diftance, they return to their houfcs, which are in the mean time

wafhed by ^he women, who likewife fcour every doincftic utenfil on thefe cccafions, to

purify them from all previous pollution.

Having thus given a general defcription of the Gold Coaft, we (hall proceed briefly to

mention the different European eftablifhments it contains.

Jn the kingdom of Aquamboe, the Englifh, Dutch, and Danes, have erefled forts; but

their power is very limited, biing confined within their fortifications, where they make

no other excurfions than thofe which are requifite for commercial purpofes. At Acra,

(lands the Danifh Fort of Chrillianfburg; within cannon-ihot, the Dutch Fort CTeve«

cceur; and, at about the fame diftance, the Engli(h fettlement, called James's Fort.

Farther to the weft, lie the kingdoms of Acron and Argonna; in the former of which

the Dutch have a pretty ftrong fort} as the Englifh have at Anamaboa, in the neighbour-

ing country of Fantim.

Fort Amfterdam, belonging to the Dutch, is fituated near Great Cormantin, not far

from Aga; and is a ftrong and pleafant fettlement, commanding a large and populous

town, the inhabitants of which exercifc a variety of employments.

Fort NafTaUyOne of the principal fettlements belonging to the above-mentioned nation,

lies in the kingdom of Sabu, and is nearly of a quadrangular form, mounting eighteen

cannon on it's batteries. The walls are the moft lofty of any on the coaft} but the prin-

cipal ornament of the place confifts in the towers, which flaiik the angles, and arc 'well

provided with artillery, imall arms, ammunition, and ftores.

In the kingdom of Fetu, which has the River Benja on the weft, Saba on theeaft, and

the ocean on the fouth, ftands Cape Coaft, the chief Britifh eftablifhment on the Guinea

fhore. This place, which was firft occupied by the Portuguefe, was taken from them by

the Dutch; who, in their turn, were driven out by Admird Holmes, in 1664. It is fo

exceedingly ftrong by nature as well as art, that the Dutch, under De RuyQcr, found it

impoffible to repoiTefs it; and it was, in the year 1672, confirmed to the Englifh by the

treaty of Breda.

The African Company's garden* at this fettlemettt are no lefs (haA eight miles in cir.

\ 8 1 cutnfcrence,
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cumference, and produce all the varieties of exquinte fruit, common to the mcft benignafit

climates.

In this kingdom, tikcwife, is the Dutch Fort of La Mina, or St. George Elmina
vrhich landing in the centre of the Gold Coad, ii moft commodioufly fituatcd fbr the pur>

pofes of trade, and the fccurity of the trader. The fort is furrounded by a high (lone wall

cannon-proof; and the town, which contains upwards of two hundred houfes, it inhabited

by a more civilized peupic than any amdng the other negroes, owing to their Icfs reftri£lcd

intcrcourrc with the European fettlers.

At a fmall diflance (lands Fort Conradfl>urgh, which fcrves as the key to Fort Elmina;
and, being a poft of fuch vafl confequence, is always kept in fubftantial repair, and well

fupplied with every neceflary.

V At Little Commcndo, in the kingdom of the fame name, the Englifli and Dutch have

each a fort, within mufi]uct-fhot of one another; but the advantages which, in time of

peace at lca(l, might be fuppofed to arifc from this vicinity, arc in .a great mcafure de-

ployed by the endlefs quarrels and jcalouAes that fubfift between the traders of the two
nations.

The kingdclm of Anta, which lies farther to the wed, contains fevcral Englifh and

Dutch fortlHcacions, the principal of which are at Suconda, where the country is inex-

preflibly beautiful.

The next moft weflcrn country is that of Axim, which produces rice in fuch abundance

that the natives export it to every other kingdom on the coaft, together with the moft lux-

uriant plenty of the choiccft fruits.

Aquamboc, the capital, ftands under the cannon of the Dutch fort, and is protected

behind by a thick wood, (hading the declivity of a neighbouring hill. The houfcs arc

agreeably interfperfcd by cocoas, and other fruit-trees, planted in parallel lines, fo as to

form an elegant vifta, Thefc avenues, with the beauty of the prcfpcit, render the Dutch

fort one of the moft diTirable fettlcmcnts in Guinea} did not the peculiar dampnefs of the

air, and the infalubrity of the climate, tend greatly to accelerate the hand of fate.

The Slave Coaft, which now demands our attention, is bounded by t^he kingdom of

Benin on the caft, by the Gold Coafton the weft, and by the Atlantic Ocean oh the fouth;

comprehending, the kingdoms of Goto, Popo, Whidah, and Ardiah, whofe prccifc limits

cannot be afcertaincd with the fmalleft pretenfions to authenticity.

ThekingdomofCoto is level, fandy, and unfertile, producing ftw trees except the palm,,

which grows very luxuriantly. The country produces abundance of cattle, and the rivers

abound with Edi. The natives arc humane, civil, and inoilenfive •, and their policies, ccco-

nomy,and religious inllitutions, nearly rcfcmble thofeof the Gold.Coaft already dcfcribcd.

Their chief wealth confifts in th^ number of their idols, which arc always increafed pro>

portionably to their aiHucnce. The trade, which is inconfidcrablc, principally arifcs from

the depredatory excurfiuivs of the inhabitants, who carry of}' men, women, and children,

whom they dilpofc of to the Europeans; nor is this fort of plunder cAeemed cither difgrace*

ful or illegal.

The kln<jdom of Po^, whi«h is divided, into two diilritSts, Gxcat aad Little, is-princi-
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pally a barren tra<St, the inhabitant* of which are artful, fraudxilcnt, daring, anil tCi'\yt.

7'hcy fublili on plunder, and the f^mc kind of tratiic as thi: natives of Goto, in which their

fupL-rior rcfolution gives them greater fuccefi.

The king pf this country dozes away.life in,fmpakiirg tobacco^ toying vvith hi* W0(n4n^

who are very numerous ; and convcrfing with his officers on the moll trifling fubjjeflst

He is, however, treated with coiifuler^^le dcfi^r.cuce an^rMbmilftoi}! though bis accomipu-

ilatiuns have Icfs appearance of afRuencc than thofo of a Hritifli mechanic.

The power of the pricits is in this kingdom unbounded, where blind fupcrdition pre-

vails to an extraordinary degree. The interccfllon of thcfe holy men is believed to be the

only means of obtaining the favour of Heaven, or fejicltyon ea^thj and the bed policy^

European tradeis can poHlbly adopt,. is to.fecure, by bribes, the jntexeft of this order, to

procure the friendfhip of their devotees,

The kingdom of Whidah cxtcmis about ten leagues along the fliore, and is watered by

two rivers, the Jakin and Euphrates, whofc entrances are extremely incommodious and

dangerous; but this difagrceiible fcenc being pafled, bcautifu) meadows and fields open to

the view, cloathed in unfadiog verdure, enameJled with the mod beautiful flowers, and

gently rifmg into diftant- hills. In fliort, Whidah is efteeiaed a paradifitical fpot, where a

happy foil is improved by cultivatioii tQithe uimoft, though nature is fo benignant in her

dilpenfations, that art h.is little more to do than barely to prune her fupcrfluities. Crops

fuccced to each other with incredible expedition, and amazing in^rcafe; and yet fo popu-

lous is the country, that a Granger would conceive it impofllble for the moft fertile foil to

fupply the numerous inhabitants with food. Single villages contain as many inhabitants

as foineextenAve kingdoms on the fame coaAsi and thefc towns are fo clofe together, as to

exhibit almoft the appearance of one prodigious large city. Indeed, could wc delineate

this country in all it'$ real beauty, enumerating it's various charm?, and diflinctly de-

fcribing it's profufion of animal and vegetable produ(!tions, our readers would be well war-

ranted in fufpci^ing'that we had indulged the cnthufiafm of poetic imagery, and over-

leaped the bounds of hifturic truth, and faithful geographical i^forauiition.

The Whidahs are tall, elegant, and robulh Their complexion is black, but not quite

fo jetty as that of the natives of the Gold Coaft j and in their external appearance they

make a more refpcclablc figure than any of the ncighbotiring nations. The drcfs of the

king and his nobles confids of a piece of white linen, about three ells long, wrapped round

the waift in a very decent minner, and flowing round like a large apron. Over this a

piece of filk of the fame dimcnfions is worn, a train of the fame fluff being fometimcs

added, which fwceps along the ground. An European hat and feather is reckoned the

mofl elegant covering for the head ( but as this precious article can only be purchafcd

by perfons of exalted rank, the common people arc expofed to every variety of weather,

without any other defence than a coarfu cotton cloth, or a few weeds tied round their

vaifls.

The drefs of the v.'omen of quJi'y, from the girdle downwards, is fimilar to that of the

mcDj but only larger in ii^e. I'hcy are alfo adoiiijid with necklaces^ flrings of pcail,

:old.fic
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1, and corals from the wrift to the elbow; and wear caps of coloured (Iraw, curioufly
plaited, which bear fomt refemblance to the Papal tiara.

The European fettlert, and the nobility of Whidah, are carried in palanquins; which
can alone lender travelling agreeable in a climate where the heat is almoft intolerable even
to the natives.

Th« inhalitants of ihlf kingdom area compound of eminent virtues, and contemptible

vices; poiTcfling ex'jreme civility, couitefy, and refpcfl, yet pra<ftifing the lowed arts of
•fraud and cunning.

In their irianner oi' addrefs, and ceremonious deportment, they refemble the Chinefe
more than any pecple on snrth; behaving with the utmoft fubmiflion to their fuperior^, and
condefcenfion to their inferiors^ In their induftry, ingenuity, and eager dcGreof wealth,

they are likewife the exaA counteipart of the Chinefe; and wii?n we examine their cuf-

tomii, inflitutions, ami manners, which are To totally different from thofe of the neigh*

bouring nations, we are loft in aftonifliment, and vainly endeavour to account for a diftinC'*

tion which yet is obvious to the moft curfory obferver. Indeed, one might almoft be

tempted to imagine, that thcfe peop*s had r. foil, a climate, and a nature, peculiar to them-

ftlves, and could nev^r derive thrJr Oi'-q\i from the fame ftock as the furrounding negroes,

from whofe manners they fulfer no ccutmination, though a conftant intercourfe is kept

up between them.

They appear to poflefs confiderable genius; and, though ignorant of letters, they can

calculate the largeft fums of money with accuracy and dif^tch, ftate (hares in partncrihip

with arithmetical preciiion, and folve queftions with aftoniftiing truth and expedition,

which would puzzle the cleareft European head to compafs without the rules of art.

Yet the wifeft among them c;:nnot tell his own age ; nor have they any divifions of time,

or diftin£kion of years, only knowing the variation of feafcns by the revolutions of the

moon.

In mtriic, however, they give evident proofs of tafte fupcrior to moft unpolifhed nations;

fome ot' their inftruments are r^aily harmonious, and the manner in which the/ p'>rfonn

on them would by no means difguft the moft refined ear.

Polygamy i« allowed to the utmoft extent; and frultfulnefs is fo much efteemed,

that the female who has given atiti-i uptial proofs of this happy quality, if prefcrrtd

before the chafteft virgin. The marrtage-contrad^ confsfts whc^IIy in afking th: confcnt

of the parei.*-? of the girl, which is feldom or never denied, provided flit be of a pi opcr age.

But though t^e connubial rites are performed without ceremony, and divorces are not at-

tended with f.(\y legal obftrudlions, the decrees againft adultery arc exceedingly kverei and,

when caught in the faft, the hufband may difpatch both his wife and her gallant, or fell the

former as a flave; but if he chufes the fatisfadtion of deftroying the invader of his bed, he

has only to inform the king of his intention, difcharglng the executioner's fee. Unmarracd

women are, however, permitted to indulge their amours without rcprchenfion, being con-

fidered as their own nuihi-fTcs,

Both fcxes undergo .t Tpecics of circumclfion ; but we hn^c in vain attempted to tra^e

this cuftom to it's origin. Children arc treated with the utmoft parental induJgcncej and,

. . in
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in rftiirr* behave with the utmoft refpedl and veneration to their parentS} whom they never

addrefs lut on ttieir knees.

The e der brother is peculiaily refpe£lcd by the reft of his brethren j and, on his father's

.death, ''^ccreds to his whole fortune, and even to his women, with whom he lives in

quality of hufbund, his own mother only excepted, who has a fcparatc habitation allotted

her.

The dread of death is fo predominant among thefs people,, that the very found of the

word isattendni with vifible emotion; it is evta reckoned a capital ofFi-nce for any negro-

to pronounce this awful fyllablc before the king: and, indeed, the funeral ccn.'monies^

the foltmsiity of mourning, which isobfervcd without internnnion foi a year; and the en-

tire fecluHon from company during this lad interval; all favour t:f gloomy fuperllition,^

snd unconquerable horror.

With regird to the regal fucccflion, it is gtneraliy hereditary, unlefs fome extraordinary

reafons induce the nobles to interrupt the regular courfe, when they may place the crown

nn the head of a younger fon of the deceafs d king, as wi's the cafs in th:- year 1725. But
though the eldeft fon of the reigning monarch is hrir-prcfumpfivc, he mull have been born

after his f.uher's acceflion,. otherwife he is ovAv reg-irJed as a private. fulji;d:.

An invariable cuAom of the moik uncommon nature is cbfcrvcd with v.-fp .^ to the hcir-

appsrcnt
J
who is no fooner born, than he is conveyed hy fomc of the ^rc.it men <>f the realm

into one of thf provinces on the frontiers of the kiny^iiom, and coirjiiitfcd to du- care of

an obfcure perfon, who is bound by the moil facred oaths, the lligbteil breach of which is

punilhtrd with certain death, not to treat the young prince otherwifcchan as hisownciiild, or

by any means to hint at his real quality.. In this fituatiun he rcmainstill his fathcr'.i death,

before he is in the leaft app: izcd of his I'.-^tned rankf and when a late king was citiied lipon

to afcend the throne, the n( b!es, who acquuinted hint with his good fortune, found their

imcndud fovcreign feeding his fuppoicJ father's ho^rs.

Several months pafs, and fomctimes even years, b( fore the young king is crowned, or

entrufted with the management of :he ftaie; and yet he is attended with- .til the cxternaU

of royalty, though his name is never mentioned in public ads. At Iccgth, when the no-

Ues think him fuAciently qualified to ufn.ii!e the reins of gcvernmenc, thcv ptocurc his

a^iprobation of their condudt, and a ratification of all the laws cimcKd 'luring the intcr-

K)|;nu(n} after which the moit brilliant preparations arc made for his fpe.dy coronation,

and the voice of joy, of harmony and congratulation, reAusnds from every tongue, to the

very extrerr.lty of his dominions. On the day of co:onaiion, th' hi^h-prieft fae ifices vic-

tims to the great fetiche; the women ot the dectafed kin^, bti'>g cicoited from the palace

by a file of mufquetocrs, preceded by mufir,. their place is. fiipplied hy the young, the

Iwndfome, and the giy, wherever they are to he found j and imbound(d plcafure reigns fi.r

feveral fucceflive dwy?, tiil joy bccon\ .s infipid, and fetHvity loCe.s all it's charn)'>.

The new lovcreigk\ is Irom this moment regarded as u divinity, and i» nuvcr approach'^

but with the moil revctcntial homage, and the moft humiliating deportment; to wiuctt the

greaieil lords of (he kin^,dom,are equ.illy obliged to fubniit with the mcaneft of his fuS-

|i,^» Yvt va his originat ignorattu and mca.uuli., he gvt^cr^Uy cngtaiu or.iy duminacy

, r b IC - and,
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anJ livvJucfiS; imd, 'fi>i'f;<»i»l!; the ohjcci of his elevation, h only niidloiis to gratify hit
own inordinate difins, and to fcciirc the ponijTuin of his unbotintlfd wifhrs.

The iiUircomfc »f rriliplitcMtcd nations has introducrd ituo Whid h a <^rt;U niuiiber of
ihe ilrpancics and luxuries of Kuropc, and tlu- iniprri;il pnlarp and houfrs of ihi; nohijify

«ir furniflicd with t.i(K' and magnificence: their <()nvivi:\I cnti.'rtninmtnts arc uliu wii!

fiippiicd with the drln.Mcies of rcmcc countries; and iheir tabic, etjuipaije, and altcndancc

Mould beeftcemcd fpjpndid, even among the moft rrfmcii p-op!c.

The king ufually rcfidcs at Sabi, tin: capital of ih.- kingdom, which is a larpc and po-

pulous city, cvtrcmely well f.irniflicd with piovifions from a market whic)>, to prevent

commotions and dffturbance, is fiHiated about a rnile didant from the wall^. 'ii this mar-
Jtet, not only every ncccflary for the fiipport of life may be purchafcd, but alfo various

artidcb of Kuropean produce, flaves of both fixes, and abundance of manufadhirrs and
commodities of the country: and the moft excellent regulations arc eftahlifhcd to prevent

fraud, intonpcramv, or riot; a judge continually afttuding, who is nominated by the king ai

jnfpc6\or of all goods cxpofed to fnic, »nd inverted with authority to hear and determine

difputes, fupprefs the diflioneft, and rcftrain the diforderly.

Gold duft is ufed indcad of fpccic, in which the natives make very ready and cxaft com-
jKitations; but, as an equivalent for a.-tic!<rs of fnii!! v ilue, cowries pierced and ftrung

jtjfs currently in this kingdom and various other parts of the cosH.

The people of Whidah believe in one (lod, the rcwardcr of virtue, and the puniflier of

vice, whofc rcfidcncc h in Heaven, from whence he governs the world with equity anti

mercy: they have, likewife, fame confufcci ideas of a place of torment, and an Infernal

tjpirit, as well as of the eternal exiftcncc of the foul after it's corporeal difunion.

But with thcfc fentimcnts they blend others equally inipbus and abfurd: they account

it prefumption to fupplicatc the Eternal Spirit, and have therefore fubAituted inferior di-

vinities, to whom they pay adoration; thefe are the Serpen:, which holds pre-eminence; the

Trees; the Sea; and Agoya, the reputed Gol of Counftis; cxclufivc of the fetiches,

which they worfliip in common with other natives of this part of the globe.

The origin of the adoration of the Snake is faid to be deduced from a fl|,'nal vi6\nry

gained over the King of Ardrah, by it's elevation in the hands of the hi^h piicll during

thi- time of the engagement. Credulity attributing fuccefs to this r< ligious manoeuvre, a

temple was imificdiately built for tlu patron of the country, pricfl^ :!p|w>inted, and every

accommodation cftablifhed ufually ; ttcndant on P.igan deities. This Snake is pretended to

be immortal, and it's worlhippers fuppofe that :hey now adore the very animal which

procured ih^ir anccftors ;he advantige abovc-mentiomd. It is, however, very innocent

and very prolific; producing fu'h \n infinity of d itics, that ihey would prob-ihly over-

fprcad the country, wcie it not tor the kind aflill.Mice of othci fpecics, and indeed of the

ho^fS, who arc exccfTively fond of thefe divinities.

I3ut though fuch liberties are fuff. led to be taken with theii pods by the li-fgs and other

animaN, the moft inhuman death would be ii.flil d on any humai. luiu" who ftjould have

the prcl'ui.iption to dcitioy a ;'i. >,L one; as 'vas (atallv cxpirienced by fume of the fiift

£nglifli Icttlcrs on this coalt, who having ign^ranily kilkJ a ferpcnt of the facrcd fpecies,

• • • were
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were all mafTacrcd by th» natives. The marabuts, or prieftn of the Grand Serpeiu, are of

-one fiiiglu family, and ar« fubfervient %o the high-prieft, as the head of their racr. Thcfc
viiitc fpiritual with frcular employments; tliouj>h the former, as in jnoll other countrief

whore ignorance prevails, is at once the moft cafy attd lucrative prof«:flion.

The Trees are gcnrrally confiderod as the patrons of health, and their pi icfts are there-

fore confuUed by the ficlc and the lame, with all the ardour the moft implicit belief can
11)1)) ire.

The Sea has, likewife, it's high-pricfl-; and, when agitated by florms or tcmptfts,

a bull or a ftieep being facrificed on it's banlc, the blood of the vidlim is fuftlred to

unite with it's waters, while the carcafc, which belongs to the pricrt, is carried to his

private abode.

The God of Counfcls, who is always applied to by the people, before they undertake

•any matter of importance, is a little mifhaprn figure of black earth, ffatcd on a red pcdc-

ftal, adorned with cowries, and crowned with li/ards, fcrptnts, and red feathers. Ikl'orc

this idol (land three calabafhes, in which are fifteen or twa-nty balls of indurated earth; and,

on the fupplianl's explaining his bufmcfs to the marabut, and making his obialion, the

balls arc thrown by the latter a certain number of times out of one calabalh into the other,

when an odd number remaining, the pricll declares boldly in his favour, and pronounce*

the deity propitious to his views.

Thus the moft enlightened and the moft illiterate nations have fallen into religious

errors equally abfurd; for what the people of Whidah now profcfs, the great, the wife,

and the learned, Greeks and Romans, formerly pradtifed: this, furcly, fliuuld induce us

to pity the weaknefs of human underftanding; and teach us properly to prize the bleflingk

of divine revelation, which alone can direct the mind in fcarrh of religious truth, free

Its from the fetters of fuperftition, and animate us with the fu' .t ntial hope of evcrlafting

felicity!

An extraordinary revolution happened in Whidah in the year ^yfj', when thefovereign

of that time, having abandoned himfcif to indolence and pleafurcs, the example of the

throne had dcfcendcd to the very dregs of the people. This circumftancc ftimulated the

brave and politic King of Dahomay, who pofllfl'cd an inland country, and who had fuf •

^•rrd fome undcftrvcd infults fron> theWhidahs, to r.ttempt the conqucfr of the kingdom,

which he cffcc.rd without the lofs of a finglc man; for the natives having colledted all

their moveable deities on the banks of the only rivir tliat obftrudled his entr.ince into their

capital, left them to contend with the enemy, and rci arncd to the city, fully fati^ficd with

the efficacy of the meafure they had purfucd to impede the farther progrcfs of the con-

queror. In this, however, they foon found themfelvcs miftaken; and their effeminate

monarch, with his whole court, bein;; compelled to take fljelter on a barren ifland, the

bulk of the people fwore allegiance t > the King of Dahomay, under whofc dominion Whi-

dah has ever fincc rcmaihed, though the natives arc permitted to enjoy their ancient f ighfS,

Tcligion, ant government. '

The iaft kingdom on the Gold Coaft is that of Ardrah; which is of very contrafteJ

li-nits, and is likewife tributary to the fovcrcign of Dahomay, who reduced this coimtry

about the fame tunc as that of Whidah.
The
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The air ii !nfaIubrioa«« tnd fatal to European con(litutions| but the country itfclf is

pleafant and ferule, producing wheat, millet, yami, potttocB, oranges, lcmon», cocoa- nutf»

tnd paints.

The natives on the fta-coaft are employed in fiftting, and making fait, which they dif-

pofe of in the interior provinces; while the inhsbitantt of the inland parts arc chiefly en-

gaged in af^riculture, and breeding of cattle, in the I'otnvit of which cmpluymcnts they

dcfcrve diflinguiflied commendation for diligence and indefatigable pcrfcvriuiuc.

The drcfs of the men greatly tefcinbles that of the Whidahs, though it is i^enr rally in-

ferior in elegance and expcnce. The women, however, carry their paOion for drefs to the

moll extravagant height; and are frequently adorned with the united decorations of every

quarter of the globe.

Both fexes pay the moft fcrupulous regard to clean! iiufs; conftantly wafhing thcmfdves

every mornmg and evening, and at tlie lame time maiung the mod liberal ufo of perfumes

and aromatic herbs.

They ufually fiibrtft on flefli, that of dogs making no inconfidrrablc part, with rice,

fruits, pulfe, and vegct<>bles; and their chief beverage is a fort of beer, called pito, mixed

with water.

The language of the country has no particular chara£)cis by which it can be dcli»

ncatcd ; but the opulent and great fpeak, write, and read, I'oriugucfu, with great cafe

and fluency.

The men praflifc polygamy without reftriclion; and, as the general deportment of the

women is lafcivious and luofc, little ceremony is required in obtaining their confent.

Love, or rather lull, fets all on u level; paiity of birth and circum<iances,.wiih fettlenicnts

and portions, being neither regarded nor required. Perfons of quality ufuitlly contract

!^ir female children at about nine or ten years of age, but confummation is dl*ft;rred till

nature indicates maturity : the nuptials arc then celebrated with great pomp,, and every

fpccies of licentioufoefs is fully gratified.

But though a plur.tlity of wives is admitted, adultery is to the full as frequent as ini

countries when; the men are re(h idled t) a fHigli- fmiale; and thewo^nen, on their part,,

ungratilied in their defires, and negUdtcd by their hulbands, court the attention of Arangcrs

by the mod wanton behaviour.

Dancing is the criterion of tcmale accompli flimcnts ; and in fuch eftimation is it hcld^

that feminarics arc cdabliibed for the inllrudtion of the female fex. in it's vaiious figures

and geiliculations.

Kvcry family of diftin£lion in Ardrah has a vnult brneath the houP*, appropri itcd to

the fepulture of their dcad^ whofc funeral obfeqiiiics aic performed with jjieac pomp a(\d

ceremony.

The native* of Ardrah have Ibmr irdiftindlideasof an almighty, fupcriniending Power,

who fixes the »ra of their birth and death, and has pwcr to confer felicity or mifcry in

this world; but here their conceptions terminate. Thty (brink, from the lead appearance

ef danger; and having no ideas of a futuro exigence, meet the approaches of death with'

tiie greatcil degree of hurror.. Their ^rcat maxiiibut, wbo pretends t« tiic gift of picfc^ncc,.

iit>



GUINEA. 685

is trAiitcd with extreme veneration ( and all the inferior ordcrit of pricfts, who appoint the

fetiches, worfliippal by every family, receive liiccwifu uitcumnion ri.fpci5l.

Thcfc fetiches arc as arbitrary as the will of the marabut, conlillni^ of animate and in«

animate objc6ls, birds of the air, beads of the fields, mountains, rivers, and rocks.

The pricllsexcrcife the healing as well as the facerdotul art, and are well verft-d in the

powers of fimples and dccudlions: when thcfc exp<dients fail, they afluine their facreJ

office, and prcfcribc facrificcs and oflctings, as the price of health, and llic means of con-

valcfccnce.

This country contains but few towns worthy of notice, except Jachcn, OfTia, Great

Foro, and AflL-m.

Jachcn, which was formerly the rcfidcncc of a phidalgo, or prince, who lived in a

very fplendid Itilc, before this kingdom fell under the power of the fuvcrcigns of Daho-

may, is flill a piarc of fume extent, furroundcd by a deep ditch, where the Dutch and

Enpjifh had formerly effabliflied fadorics.

'lo the north of this place flands the city of O/Fra, where the Jafl- mentioned commer-

cial nations have elegant fcttlcments, proportioned to the advantages tkcy derive from the

trade around them.

Farther north lies Great Fou, a populous though inelegant place; which, however,

contains a great curiofity in this part of the world, namely, a houfc of accommodation for

travellers, where the provifions of the country, and pito beer, arc both plentiful and cheap.

Still farther north is the metropolis, called Afllm by the natives, and Great Ardrah by

the Kuropcans: this was the ancient rclidencc of the kings of this country, including a

circumference of five or fix leagues, and containing two royal palaces, conf>ru<Sled with con-

fiderablc talleand mignifictiicc, and internally decorated with a variety of ufcful and orna-

mental furniture: the gardens were fpacious, and laid out with a genuine fnnplicity of

tafte, which borrowed nothing from the rules of art, but feemcd to leave them all at a very

iremote diftance. .in,,:.,.

Europeans arc treated in this city with great civility and refjKfl, every diftindt nation

having a feparate quarter. The Dutch and Englifh carry on a confiderable trade io flaves;

who being prifoncrs taken in war, criminals, ntfolvent debtors, and the wives and rela-

tions of thofe who incur the difpleafure of their prince, may be computed at about thret

thoufaiid annually.

' The king has the principal property in thcfc unhappy wretches, who are examined with

the utinoft circumfpcdtion before the bargain is made; and the lame and maimed are con-

ftantly excluded from the group. Thofc who are approved of are numbered; and if the

trader in human flefh is not callous to all frnfe of humanity, and the fevere ftings of cotv-

fcicnce, he will blufh to read, that a red-hot iron is ufed to imprint his name or arms on

each feleded vidim, for the prevention of any efcapc or exchange : they are then fhiwcJ

in the holds of the fhips, where they arc fupported with bread and water, having been prc-

Vloully ftrlppcd naked, and in this roiferable condition are exported to Anicrica.

• Cowrics> brought from the Maldives, are the principal currency of the countryi and with

» iir' w^i •iT» i»ivi' ." - ' 8 L thefe
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Hjcfc die Europeans generally difchargc one half of the price of their flavei, the othctf

moiety being paid in goods of the manufaAure of their own nation.

Under this general head of Guinea, we ftiall likewifc include the kingdom of Benin,

which borders on the Slave Coaft, and is of very confidcrable magnitude, though it's par-<

ticular limits on all fides cannot be eaflly afccrtaincd: it is, however, bounded by the

Gulph of Guinea iind the Slave Coaft on the weft} and by Loango on the fouthj but it's

eaftcrn and northern boundaries are unknown.

Formnfa, the principal river of this kingdom, is faid to have received it's name from the

agreeable fertility and verdure difFufed over it's banks ; and, indeed, the whole country has

an air of luxuriance, from the number of beautiful trees which overfpread it, and the dc«

Jightful profpeds every where prefenting thcmfelves to the view; but whatever fatisfadtion

the eye may receive from thefc natural objedls, the air is extremely noxious, and peftilcn«

tial, and the number of mufquitos render life almoft intolerable.

Millet and rite fucceed very well, though they are little cultivated} but potatoes and

yams, being the moft efteemed efculent roots, are much attended to.

The natives appear in very neat calico drefles, faftened round their waifts, the upper parts

of their bodies being wholly cxpofed. The women of quality veil their faces in public, and

ornament their necks with ftrings of coral, and their legs, arms, and fing^, with copper

rings, which give them a very fantaftic appearance; otherwife, neither their perfons nor

drefs ai-e at all difagreeable.

In their difpofltions they may be charaderized as a gentle, civtl, and obliging people}

•xiremely grateful for good ufage, but inflexible to all kinds of leverity. They are bride

and diligent in buflnefs, fteady to their compass, and warmly attached to their original

cuftoms and inftitutions.

Their food confifts of yam and potatoe bread, with beef, mutton, fowls, and hfh; but

the fleih of cats and dogs is, of all others, in the higheft eftimation among them. The
beverage of the vulgar is pure water, but the rich contaminate it with a fort of filthy wine

called Pardon.

' The mechanical arts are no farther regarded than the convenience of unrefined life re-

quires; and their only manufatfture confifts in fpinning and weaving cotton cloths, of

Dvhich they export confiderable quantities.

The number of their wives is determined by the circumflances of the huftiand: the form of

courtftiip is almoft unknown, and a lover has only to afk, and the confent of the woman is

fcldom wanting. Yet notwithftanding this unlimited indulgence in fenfual appetites, the

natives are jealous of one another even to a degree of phrcnzy ; but never regard the liberties

which Europeans take with their women, thinking it impoifible that their tafte can be fo

depraved as to grant unlawful favours to white men.

Adultery is puniflied with exemplary fevcrity ; which renders this crime as little known

m Benin as in almoft any country whatever.

The natives are extremely delicate with regaid to the marriage -rite, and pregnar\f

women are not fufFered to receive the carefles of their hun>andi till after delivery. Male

children are prefentcd to the king, as of right belonging to him; but females arc the pro-

perty of the father, and entirely at his di(pofal till their marriage.

Both
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Both fcxcs very early undergo a fpecies of circumcinon, and have their bodies marked

with necromantic figures, to prevent the cffe£l of evil fpirits, who are fuppofed to rcfidc in

particular woods, which no native of Benin dares to enter.

Though they arc not abfolute predeftinarians, they believe that man has a limited timo

upon- earth; and, on being feized with any malady, they have recourfe to their priefts,

who are fupreme in phyAc as well as religion, and employ both profcflions to rcdorc their

patients.

The dead arc carefully waflied, and conveyed to the places of their nativity, where the

body being firft dried over a flow Are, is put into a coffin, and perfumed with aroinatics.

The rites of fepulture arc fufpended even for years, when the convenience of carrying thf

corpfe to the place of it's birth is denied ; for it would, in their apprchcnfton, be the grcatcft

impiety and difrefpeA to inter it in a foreign foil.

The ceremony of funeral lamentation is rather arbitrary; confiding in (having the

head or beard, or only the half of each } or howling in a doleful manner for feveral fucccfllve

days at ftated periods, and drinking plentifully during the intervals. The fovcrcign is

interred with extraordinary proofs of barbarous fupcrftition: a deep hole being dug before

the palace, thedimenftons of which increafe ts the workmen defcend,and the royal corpfe

expofed in the prcfence of an infinite concourfe of people, who contend for the honour of

being inhumed with him; fuch as arc admitted to this diftinguiflied privilege, are letdown

with the deceafed monarch, and the folemnity is concluded by placing a large ftonc at the

mouth of the pit.

The religious creed of the Renins acknowledges a Supreme Being, to whom correfpon-

dent attributes are afcribed; but though they believe that he governs all nature by his

eternal providence, they regard him as too pure and exalted to be pcrfonally addrcflcdy

and therefore call in the aid of the fetiches, whom they confider as mediators.

T'heir belief of apparitions is univcrfal, and their fuppofed fuggcftions in drcapis are

regarded with uncommon veneration. By thefe preternatural communications, they fupj>ofe

they are warned ofapproaching dangers, and enabled to fruflrate the malignity of fate; for

which reafon they commonly facrifice to the bountiful agents who provide for their fecuritjr

and peace. Befides thefe occafional offerings, annual facrifices are appointed, which arp

celebrated with the utmoft magnificence for feveral days; to which fcflivals all ranks of

people are invited, and the inferior fort are ufually difmifTcd with prefents from the more

opulent.

The feat of future happinefs or mifery is fuppofed to be confined to a particular fitua^

tion in the fea; but the moft intelligent are at a lofs to account for the mode of retribution

which awaits the different lives of men. They confider the (hadow of a man as a real

exigence, and fuppofe that it's teftimony will one day cither promote him to a place in

paradife, or plunge him into an abyfs of mifery.

The Benins fill every corner of their houfes with idols, and yet they appropriate tem-

ples for the habitation of particular divinities, to whom their votaries facrifice, and pny

regular worfliip. The prieAs pretend to dive into futurity, by fome magical operations;

but, notwitbfbnding the extrcmt; vencratioa in which their order is held, any attempt ta

diflurb

-J'
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diflurb the public tranquillity, by meddling with the concerns of the (late, it puniHied
with death. •

At the head of the facerdotal line is placed the high-prieft of Loebo, a town fituated at

the mouth of the River Formofa, whofe power is allowed to extend over the air and fea.

He is alfo fuppofed to be endued with the gift of prefcicnce, fo as not only to forcfee, but

even prevent, the contingence of future events. In fuch veneration is he held, that no one
approaches his prefence without fear and trembling, and even the ambafladors of the king

fliew him the ftrongeft tokens of awe and refpeft.

To enumerate the various fuperftitious obfervations of this country would be an endlcfs

tafk; extreme ignorance fpreads her dufky mantle over the land, and every thing which is

the objeA of fear is likewife the objedl of veneration.

The natives follow the European mode of diftinguifliing their aeras by years, months,

weeks, and days; to each of which they give it's proper appellation. Every fifth day is

confecrated to religious excrcifes, and confidered as a day of reft: befides which, there are

other days appropriated to facred purpofcs, and celebrated with extraordinary foiemnityi

particularly, an annual feaft to the memory of their progenitors, and the choral feftival.

On this laft occafion, the king, in all the fpf'cndor he can difplay, attended by his women,

and furroundcd by his guards, makes oblations for himfelf and people; which ceremony

is accompanied with the fhouts and acclamations of his aflTemblcd fubjrdts.

TTie fovereign is perfectly defpotic, having an infinite number of petty princes, who
implicitly fubmit to his will. The fucceOion to the throne is regulated by the reigning

monarch; who no fooner apprehends his diilolutinn near, than he calls one of the Onegwas,

or principal lords, to whom he names his rucceilbr, with an injuni^iun not to divulge the

fccret, upon pain of death, till after his deceafc. When this period arrives, the Onegwa
takes into his cuftody all the royal furniture and effe£ls; and the young princes immedi-

ately coming before him, do homage to the arbiter of their deftinies. The high-marfhal

being then fummoned to attend, the miniftcr commimicates to him the deceafed king's

determination ; which the other repeats fix times, with a fulemnity adequate to the impor-

tance of his office The young fovereign is foon after invefted with the badges of royalty,

and receives the homage of his officers and nobles ; after which he is fent to the town of

Ofcebo, in order to be inftruded in the art of government, and the duties of his flation.

Having frnifhed his ftudies, lie returns to Benin, where his power is firfV announced by

ordering his brothers to be murdered; which fanguinary mcafure is thought to be io-

difpcnfably ncccfTary, as well for his own fecurity, as for the public tranquillity. P
The revenues of the crown are pretty confiderable, arifing from various impofts and

cxa£lions. Taxes are generally paid in kind; out of which the court is fupplied with

every neccfTary, the overplus being (old, and the money depofi ted in the royal cofrers.

Foreign trade is fubjedt tu heavy charges, but Europeans are treated with great perfonal

refpeit and attention.

Hume authors reprcfent the King of Benin as a great and powerful monarch, who can in

a few tlays afTemble an army of a hundred thoufjnd men; while others obferve, that the

Seains arc a punUaniaious people, and, from their deficiency in point of perfonal courage,

continually
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eontiirually expofed to the infulti of their neighbours. To reconcile thefe oppofite accounts*

we need only remind our readers, that power does not always depend on numbers; tha(

the king of Binin may eaflly coHe6t an army of an hundred thoufand men; but that nei-

ther their arms> nor their military exercife, arc likely to render them the dread of fur-

rounding nations.

I'he (late of R-jnin is divided into three claflls of men : the groat lords, who attend the

king's pcrfon, to whom ev. ry petitioner mult apply; the ares de-ro(-s, or flnct-lLings,

who p'efide over the vari us fuhordinatc ranks, and fiom which order the viceroys

and governors of the provinn- arc fclefled-, and the fiaclures, who are inveftcd with

pecular badge;: of power, Kut inftrior to the arcS'dr---roes. Thefe ranks, at the head of

whom is the fovccign, fuppot, acco ding to their refpe^ive abilities, a- certain number

•f pru.f ; the .tfflitStcd ol every d-'cription being the ohjeCis of their charily: by which ex-

cellent police there i^ not a ' ej '^ai or a vagrant to be (ecn; for the public officers employ

tht iiiii , to prevent a burd' n on the:i felvi.-s, and if the nuiural in. oience of thcii uifpofi-

tion} ovpn-onirs tite tear of want and ignominy, they arc fulFcivd to ftarve,.unpiticd, and

unicja dcd.

'i'he laws of inheritance arr genetally equitable, whce the pleafure of the fovereign does

not interfere. The ciui ft )(<n, on ptying a fine to ilic king, fuccicds to his father's cftates,

wives, and flaves, on conditioti ol piovidmg for his broth'.-rs and filters; but his mother is

allow'd a mainteniincc propoitiothd to the eftate and her own rank and quality.

In this, as in other count: ies, JMftic': i« too often pervertLd, and money applitd to fliel-

ter offinde'S from pun'lliment. Mnft irinics may be atoned for by a pecuniary > bl .tion:

but where that cannot be trade, the deficiency is fupplicd by corporal inflict'ionii. Murder

and robbery are, hovvover, excluded ironi the number of venial olFt-nces, and ae always

midc capir.il. MuiHiUuhter is expiated by facrilicinir a Havr, and paying a handlome

gratuity ta ih<- th sc j^icat nilicers ul f^atc: up( n which the offender regains lis freedom,

and the friends ol the drceaftd 'tmaiii fatisficd with his having fulfilled the law.

I'o exculpate :he acculcJ fr' m doubtful alicgations, there aic five diflvrcnt methods of

purgation; four of which arc admitted in civil and venial oilences, but the fifth is made

ufe of in criminal ch.<rges only.

The firft modi- of pu gation cofvfift« in carrying the accufed befoie a pricft, who pierces

his tongue with acock's fr.ither wdl grtafed: if the pcrfaration is eafi'y made, the petfon

is eftecmed innocent; but when it is attinded with any fort of difficulty, nooihcr proof is

requind for the eltab'ifl^nv nt of the party's guilt.

In the ficond mtthod of tiai, tht prii.lt riiilcs an oblong piece of turf, into which he

flicks a few fmall quills, tnjr>;nin. the offender to draw thrm out one by one; an J the

difficulty, or cafe, with wh.ch he cttlcts this,. is regarded as fufficicntto acquitor condemn

him.
The third method is performed by injet^ing the juice of certain green herbs into the

eyes of the ful'petSled pcrfnn; when, if they become red and inflamed, he is pronounced

ffuilty, oihtrwifeh'? is abfolved.

The fouitb ordeal conhils in the prieft's (broking the tongue of thcaocufcd with a hot

8 M. oepper
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copper lir.icclot} which, if not folIj'.vcU by a bliller, is cftccmcd a certain proof of his in-
•flOClllCC.

The filth kind of trial, which is confined to pcrfons of rank, ftJdom l).ippcn<; when If

does, the accufed is carried to a ^;.irticuiar river, the w<»te>!iof which arc Itippofrd topof-

kU the rxtr.iordiiiary cjujlity of fuppoitin- the innoci 't, while th'^ guilty inevitably

rink to the bottom.

Benin, which ftands in fevcn rfff»recs thirty minutes north latitude, and in five drgrccs

four minutes ea(t longitude ftom London, contains th'' imovrir) refidf-nre. The ftrccts of

this city are extremely long and bund, and ornameiilcd with Hi •p"- filled with EiiiOj>r;,n

merchandize, as will as the product of the country. It appM s to h.ivc been fornKrIy

much more populous than at p'cfert, and to have contaiiud a luinibrr of edifices which
now lie in ruins. The houT s are m'-anly huilr of clay, and covtred with reeds, ftraw, or

leaves, there being no (tone in this country. The city is divided into fevcral difldiEls,

under the gc vcrnment of their refpcdivc officers, c.illcd kings of the Itreet, and is fur-

rounded witti wails, ditches, and paliifades, which would, however, uH'ord but a very (len-

der defence : gainft a refolute enemy.

Thcroyri palace, which occupies a confiderable extent, is a building of prodigious

dimenfions, but neither elegant nor commodious. It confifts of galleries fupported by
unpoliUied pillars, turrets, and ftatues, of the rudell workmaii(hip; and even the king'i

audience-chamber affords buta poordifplay of pomp and magnificence, having the appear-

ance of a warehoufe, rather than of a royal apartment. The throne, indeed, is of ivory,

(haded with a canopy of the richcft filk; but the king being engaged in trade, as well as

his (ubje«Ss, it is furroundcd by a profufion of commodities expofed to fale.

1'he decay of the city of Benin is ju(tly attributed tothetyr.%nny ofoneof ft's fovereigns;

who, enviiius of the wealth of fomc of his richeft fubje<S?, fabricated a charge of treafon

and confpiracy againll them; and though their innocence was confirmed by the cleareflr

evidence, they were all put to death, and their cfFeifts confifcated to the royal uf.'. This ex-

afper.nting a grandee of the firft rank in the city, who had fome reafon to apprehend a fimilar

fate, he immediately quitted the place, drawing with him a confiderable majority of the

inhabitants. Upon which the king afllmblcd an army, and piirfued the fugitives; but was
rcpulfid with lofs and difgrace. In a fccond onfct he was ftill more unfuccefsful; being

defeated, and purfucd to his own palace, the plundering and devaftation of the city imme-
diately commenced, which continued, at intervals, for near ten fucceflive years; when,

at the mediation of the Dutch, a peace was concluded, and a free pardon granted to the

rebellious grandee, with permifllon, and even a rcquelt, tt return to his former habitation:

but, preferring poverty accompanied with freedom, to wealth and dignity with fervitude,

he fettled, with his adherents, in a fituation about three days journey from the capital; and

Benin has never fince regained it's former fplendor and population.

On the banks of the Benin, or Formofa, are fom" Europ-an fettlcments, principally

belonging to the Dutch; the names of which are Boedcdo, Arebo, and Agatton. The for-

mer, being an inconfi'lcrable village, is governed by a viceroy, whofe authority is very cir-

cumfcribed, as every affair of imporuace is Kfcrred to the court.

Arebo,
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Arcbo, wliich is now the centre of the commerce of this kingJom, is a Urge and popu-

lous city, fituated Axty leagues up the river, and had once a fetticmcnt belonging both to

the Englifh and Dutch} but the former have for fonic time abandoned it.

Agiitton has alfo been confiderable for it's commerce and population) but the ravages

of war have almoft reduced it to a ftate of dcfolation.

Mciburg was once a great commercial town, where the Dutch maintained a confider-.

able fettlcmenti but it is now only famous for the fuilowing tragical event, which cndec^,

in it's total ruin. Beeldfydcr, a Dutch faAor, having conceived a violent paflion fur i^

female belonging to the negro government, carried her away by forces the viceroy, enrnged,

at this infult, attacked the Dutch fcttlemcnt, and forced the fa£lor to retreat on board a

veflel which lay in the road, after having received a wound which foon after proved

mortal. Upon this the Dutch diretStor-general, refolving to revenge the death of the fac-

tor, fitted out a brigantine, and furprizing the blacks at Meiburg, murdered or carried inta,

captivity every individual that could be met with, without dillindtion. The news of this

L'vent reaching Benin, the king ordered an enquiry to be made into the caufc of this

bloody malfucrc} when, inftead of turning his rcfentment againft the Dutch, who had

certainly violated every law of juftice, hofpitality, and hu.nanity, he fliamcfully joined the

opprcflbrs, and with the mod fliockiog circumflances of barbarity ordered the innocent

viceroy and his whole race to be extirpated. This fcntence was fpeedily executed; their

dead bodies were delivered as a prey to wild beads, and their houfes being levelled with

the ground, aflri£linjun£lion was given that they fhould never be rebuilt.

I CHAP. VI.
•I

UPPER ETHIOPIA.
<

»"'

THIS country is generally divided into Nubia, Abyfllnia, and Abex; which extenfive

regions we fliall feparately confider.

Nubia, which alfo bears the name of Sennar, has Egypt for it's northern boundary ; the

Red Sea for it's caftcrn; Abyflinia for it's fouthern; and the reputed kingdoms of Tagua,

Caogo, and the Defart of Goiham, for it's weftern. It is fituated between the thirteenth

and twenty-fourth degrees of northern latitude; and between the twenty-fifth and thirty-

eighth degrees of eaitern longitude ; forming the figure of an irregular oblong. -v

The principal rivers in this country are the Nile, the Nubia, and the Sira; on the

banks of which are many fertile trades, producing a variety of excellent fruits, though the

foil in general is far from luxuriant, being parched up by a vertical fun, and deditute of

refrefljing ftreams.

Nubia aifords gold, ivory, roots, and drugs, with a variety of medicinal plants, and

vegetable poifons; one of which, in it's growth, refembles our nettle, bearing feeds at the

topt whofe efFe£ls are fo dreadful and fudden, that a Angle grain taken inwardly is faid to be

attended with inftant4«ath« -v. — ......,,...,. ._i .,

This
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ŝ^

f\
:\

iV
\

V 6^



1?.

1



^9% AFRICA.
This country, is well flocked with ufcful animals, as well as withbeafts of prey, blrdV^

and reptiles. The ferpents are extremely venomous; and the bite of one fpecies in parti-

cular (which is not eafily avoided, on account of it's refemblancc in colour to the du(fc*

among which it lurks) is attended with the mofl' excruciating agony, and followed by

certain death.

The natives are fwarthy and low in ftature, ftupid, debauched; diffioneft, defKtute of

every refined feeling and upright principle, and lo the laft degree inhofpitable: they in*

generalprofefs Mahometanifmi but have very few marksof religion among them. In the

ftw villages of this region, the inhabitants apply themfelves tO' agriculture; but the.

greattft part of the natives indulge themfelves in perpetual indolence; and, like the lions

and other wild beafts which furround them, wake only to plunder and deftroy, at the keen

impulfe of hunger.

The Ibwer ranks ftarcely ufe any covering, while the more opulent appear in Tong

flowing robes, of (ilk or cotton, having rings and other trinkets of gold, filver, and brafs,

in their hair, particularly the females of quality; but, excepting a kind offandal, the legs.

and feet of perfonsof all defcriptions are left entirely barc.-

They generally fight on hoi leback, and are very aSivt ; but as they always ufe poifoned^

arrows, the neighbouring nations, who abhor this diabolical practice,, fcklom chufe tar>

eng?gc with them..

Dangala, which is the prefent metropolis of Nubia, is fituated on the eaftern bank of

the Nile, in fifteen degrees fifteen minutes north latitude. It is faid to contain an incre-

dible number of inhabitants; but their accommodations are mean, the ft'reets being fi^lk-d'

with heaps of fand brought by the ftreams from the mountains, and the houfes conftruded'

of wood daubed with mud. The royal palace, however, which is a vaft collection of

irregular ftrudlures, furrounded by a lofty brick wall, is furniflied with every thing

cfleemed curious or fplendid, and the floors are fpread with carpets of the fineft filk. The
king affe£ls a confiderable fliare of magnificence in. his drefs-and attendance: his fubjctEts-

approach him barefooted, ufmg feveral proftrations in his prefence; while ftrangers are

obliged to kneel, and' kifs the jTound' three times whenever they are admitted to the ho- '

nourof paying him hom^oje. The fovereign fpends the greateft part of his time in ad—

miniflering jullice to his fubjedt?,, which he in general performs with impartiality and'

dii'patch. Sentence of death. is executed on criminals by laying them on their backs, and^

Seating them upon the breaft with a. flick till they expire: but with regard to the jurif—

prudence and internal policy of the country,, no authentic accounts can be procured; the-

whole refting on the reprefentation of a few Jefuits and miflionaries,. who may too gene--

rally be confidered isthe fabricators of falOiood, rather than the promulgers of truth.

Sennar,whichis the only city of any confequencc in Nubia, excopting the capital, ftands'

on the wcftern bank of the Nile,..near the frpntiersof Abylfinia, being about two hun--

dred and fifty miles to the fouth ofDangala. It is fituated on a fine eminence, command--

ing delightful profpe<£is}. and includes a circumference of five miles,, containing near a.

hundred thoufand inhabitants... fi f

Provifions are in this country very plentiful ; an ox being fold forthreeor 'our fliillingSv

Siflieep for one, and two fowls for a penny; but, to countetbaJance this cbeapnefs of liv^
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ing, the heat, during the vernal months, is (o exceffive as fcarcely to admit refpiratiop
j

while, in the rainy feafon, the air is fo infalubrious that a dreadful mortality conftantly

enfues.

The commercial articles of Nubia are elephants teeth, gold duft, tamarinds, civet, and

tobacco; which are generally bartered for fpices, paper, hardware, brafs, and various

perfonal decorations.

The extenfive empire of Abyffinia is known by various names in different nations;

but the inhabitants call it Itjopid, or Ethiopia: it extends from fix degrees thirty minutes

to twenty degrees north latitude, and from twenty-fix to forty-five degrees of eaftern lon-

gitude; being bounded on the north by Nubia, on the eaft by Abex, on the fquth by Alaba

and Ommo Zaidi, and on the weft by Gorham and Ginglro. ,

As this country has a tropical fituation, it might naturally be fuppofed to be intolerably

hot;.neverth''lefs, many places enjoy a delightful coolnefs, and the air in general is efteemed

falubrious and pleafant.

Th ngh the mountains exhibit an awful and almoft inaccefllble appearance, they are

often filled with inhabitants who experience the bleflings of health and longevity.

This climate is frequently vifited by dreadful ftorms of thunder and lightning : nor are

the winds lefs terrible in their efFeils; particularly a fort of hurricane, called In the Ethio-

pian language, Sengo, or the Serpent, which fometlmes levels the houfes with the ground,

roots up the largeft trees in the forefts, and carries away the mafts of fhlps in the very har-

bours. But periodical ftorms and rains, as we have already feen, are not peculiar to Abyf-

finia alone, being felt in every country within the tropics; and though dreadful during

their continuance, are notwithftanding beneficial in their efiefts.

The torrents often wafli down abundance of gold from the mountains: but the falt-plts,

which are found in great plenty in this extenfive country, are ftill more valuable, not

only fupplying the inhabitants with that neceftary article, but likewife anfwering ever/

purpofe of money, fait being readily taken in exchange by the neighbouring nations for

every other commodity.

The principal rivers are the Nile, the Niger, theTacazee, the Maleg, the Howafli, the

Zeebee, and the White River; befides which, there is the celebrated LakeofDambea, called

by the natives, the Sea 01 Tzana, from the chief illand it contains. This lake is fituated

in thirteen degrees north latitude; and may, perhaps, be confidered as the principal fource

oftheNile. It isupwardsof ninety miles long, and thirty-fix broad, and contains twenty-

one iflands; fomebf which are aftonifliingly fertile, coveted with groves of orange and

citron trees, and having old monafterial ere£lions, which appear to have poiTeflfed a con-

fiderable degree of elegance. The water of the lake, which is clear and wholefome,

abounds with cxquifite fifli ; and the banks are fringed with bamboos, with which the

natives conftrudt a fort of Tiat-bottomed boat;..

In fome parts of Abyifinia the land yields two or three crops of millet, barley, aiid

wheat. There are neither rye nor oats in this country ; but the natives ufe a fmall grain

called te(F as a fubftitute for the former, and barley for the latter, with which they feed

their horfeS} camels, and dromedaries 3 for though the low-lands produce abundance of

8..N , grafs,

•rl
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grafs, being liable to be fcorchcd up by the intenfe heat of the fun, or deftroyed by the
fwarms of locufts which often vifit thefe parts, the cattle muft be fupported gre^t part of
the year by other means,

The trees of Abyffinia are perpetually green, and produce great quantities of the moft
luxuriant fruit; among other varieties of which, we may enumerate grapes, pomegranate?,
peac^es, citrons, cranges, fugar-canes, and feveral kinds of figs

; particularly one called

Enfette, which fome have endeavoured to prove is the Dudaim of Mofes, rendered Man-
drakes in our verfion of the Pentateuch.

This country alfo, exclufive of the infinite variety of medicinal and odoriferous plants

common to Europe^ produces many entirely unknown among hsj particularly the afiazo,

which has a deleterious efFedl on ferpents and other venomous reptiles, the root being

efteemed a certain cure for thofe who are bitten by thefe animals.

The banks of the rivers are delightfully variegated with jeflamines, rofes, lilies, jon-

quils, and other beautiful flowersj as well as great plenty of fine fhrubs, among which

the cotton plant claims the pre-eminence, on account of it's great utility, and the vaft

quantities produced.

Few countries are {o well provided with domeflic animals; there are camels of different

fpecies, dromedaries, horfes, afles, mules, cows, fheep, and goats in vaft numbers; and,

indeed, thefe cattle conftituto the principal wealth of the inhabitants. The oxen are faid

to beof fuch prodigious fize, that they appear at a diftance like elephants; whence fome

ignorant travellers have roundly aflerted, that there are in AbyiTinia elephants with horns,

oneof which is carab'.e of containing ten quarts of liquor. The breed ofhorfes is very fine;

but mules are efteemed preferable for journies, being more hardy and fure-footed among
the rocks and cliiFs which travellers muft necefTarily pafs.

The camelopardus is reprcfented as a beaft much taller than the elephant, but of a very

flender make. Elephants are extremely numerous j but they are in this country wholly

untradable. The zebra is a moft beautiful animal, but fo very fcarce, that it is deemed

a prefent worthy a monarch's acceptance : it is about the fhape and fize of a mule, but

more fleek and flender ; and curioufly ftriped with white, black, grey, and yellow ftreaks,

from the neck to the tail.

• Travellers mention a very extraordinary creature in this country, which is probably

oneof the many fpecies of monkies: it is reprefented as no larger than a cat, but having

the face of a man, and pcfTelltng a melancholy voice. It li"- s among the trees, and never

becomes tame, notwithftanding the utmoft care and atteitticn; nor can this animal brook

confinement, but conftantly pines away on fuch occafions.

Of birds there is a vaft variety, both wild and tame; fome of which, in beauty as well

as fize, greatly furpafs thofe of the fame fpecies in Europe; particularly the partridges,

which are faid to be larger than capons. Among thofe which may be confidered as pecu-

liar to this country, is the maroc, or honey-bird, fo called from it's particular ihftima in

difcovering the hidden treafures of the inHuftrious bee; the pi-pi, which receives it's name

from the conftant repetition of thefe two fyllables, is faid to direft huntfmen to their game,

feeding on the blood of what they kill; the cardinal, fo called by the Portuguefe, from

tlJ6
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the beautiful red feathers with which it is covered, except on the breaft, where they re-

'

fcmble the fineft black velvet i and the white nightingale, a moft beautiful bird, with*'

tail near a foot long.

There are many ferpents and infe£ts, whofe bite would prove fatal without an inftanta-

ncous recourfe to topical remedies; but none of thcfe are fo much dreaded, or do half fo

much mifchief, as the locufts, which fometimes eclipfe the light of the fun, and fpread

defolation over whole provinces.

Among the amphibious animals, the largeft and moft deftruftive are the crocodile, and

hippotamus, or river-horfe; the former has already been defcribed, and we fliall in this

place notice the latter, as it is feldom feen lower down the Nile. This creature, though

called a horfe, bears but little refemblance to that ufeful animal : it's body is like that of

an ox, but twice as large; it's legs arc fhort, like thofe of a bear; and it's tail refembles

the elephant's. In the lower jaw are four large teeth, two of them crooked like the tufks

of a wild boar; and the other two ftraight, but bending forwards; all of them of extraor-

dinary dimenfions. The ears and eyes are fmall in proportion to it's bulk; but it has a

very wide mouth, great open noltrils, and an upper-lip like that of a lion, on which grows

a ftrong briftly beard. It commonly lives in the water during the day; and on the land

at night, when it feeds on grafs, which is it's chief fupport. The teeth are eflecn'ed very

valuable, as they preferve an untarnifhcd whitenefs.

The Abyffinians are tall and well-prcportioned ; their complexions are in general vet

dark and tawny; but they have a variety of hues from the olive to deep jet. Their fea-

tures are regular and agreeable ; they have not either the flat nofe nor the protuberant legs of

the natives of Guinea; and their eyes are animated and expreflive. They are conftitu-

tionally aftive, and fprightly; and, by labour and ftri£l tempeiance, commonly live to

extreme age. Vivacity and affability are faid to be their diftinguifhing charaderiftics;

and animofities are feldom known among them. They are naturally docile, and inqui^

fitive after knowledge; and though there are but few traces of learning to be found

among them, this is rather afcribable to the want of proper means than to any deficiency

of mental capacity.

Men of quality drefs in a long robe, either of fllk or cotton, tied round the middle with

a rich fcarf; and the citizens appear almoft in the fame flile, only they are prohibited from

wearing filk. The common people have only a pair of cotton drawers, and a kind of

fcarf thrown loofelyover the reft of the body: arJ, indeed, till within the laft century,

this was the ufual drefs of all ranks; the robe and the fcarf being confined to the royal/

family and particular favourites.

The women are under no fumptuary reftriftions, every one being permitted to appear

as fine as her circumftances will permit. Thofe of fuperior rank generally wear the richeft

filks and brocades, adorning their hair with the utmoft profufton of ornaments, and wear-

ing rich pendants in their ears, and the moft coftly chains, jewels, and bracelets, round their

necks and arms. Indeed, the drefs of this country is adapted to the climate, and far from

^eing univcrfally the fame. During the exceflive heats, the natives hardly fufFer thei^

cloaths

,? •
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cloaths to touch their flefli, and for that reafon contrive to have them as light at pofllble,,

both in fhapc and quality} but in the cooler feafons, they draw their robes clofer to their

bodies; and the rich then appear in handfome vefts open only to the waift, being doled

below with fmall buttons.

In the fymmetry and architecture of their buildings, they are entirely negligent, which

arifes from their living in tents and camps, after the manner of their king; fo that, ex-

cepting a few ruinous royal palaces, there are neither public nor private ftrui£lures worthy

of notice throughout the whole empire} for what they ftile houles deferve onl'y the name

of huts, being raifed with laths and clay in the moft carelefs manner, fpeedily eredled,

and abandoned without ceremony or regret whenever they think proper to change their

refidence.

Till the arrival of the Portuguefe mifllonaries among them, the very emperors had nei-

ther palaces nor caftles, but lived in fplendid pavilions, where they were attended by their

guards and noblcs} and even after a regular building wasereAed, they had no proper word

in their language by which to 'efcribe it} but ftiled this edifice, Babeth Laibeth, or

Houfe upon Hoi'.fe.

The furniture of tl\e Abyfllnians is mean and inelegant, having neither paintings,

tapeftry, nor other ornaments; indeed, their way of life renders thefe fuperfluities entirely

ufelefs. Their beft beds are no better than couches fpread with furs and hides; on which

the grandees lie wrapped in their upper garments, while the poorer ranks repofe on mats

or hides fpread upon the ground.

Inns, taverns, and places of accommodation for ftrangers, are entirely unknown ; and,

indeed, the hofpitality of the natives renders them unneceiTary. If a traveller continues

longer than three hours in a village or camp, himfelf, fervants, and cattle, are provided for

at the public expence} the whole community being ready to furnifh him with whatever

neceflaries he may require: and in this they are the more affiduous, as they are liable to

a confiderable fine fhould they fail in their attention to ftrangers. This laudable infti-

tution, however, like moft others of the fame kind, is much abufed; as it gives en-

couragement to a number of idle vagabonds, who chufe to prey on the public rather than

fupport themfelves by honed induflry.

Few manufa^ures are regarded, beyond what are necefTiry for cloathing. Their me-

chanics are as wretched workmen as can well be conceived, and their profeflions generally

defcend from father to fon.

Ingenious artificers are altogether unknown in this country, unlefs by their works,

which are imported by way of traffic or exchange: and, indeed, all the fineries of drefs

difplayed by the opulent are obtained from the Turks for gold-dufl, emeralds, and '. jrfes}

between whom and thefe people the Jews, Armenians, and Arabians, are generally employed

as brokers. The trade, however, is very inconfiderable} the Abyffinians, who have not

the fmalieit idea of money, exchanging one commodity fo.r another, in order to procure the

necefTaries of life. It has already been obferved, that their mofl common article of trade

is fait} and by this, which in general anfwers all pecuniary purpofes, they rate the value

of every other commodity,

Th«
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The Abyfllnlars boaft that they received both their kings ami religion from Solomon;

in proof of which they produce a very ancient record, containing the following extraor-

dinary account—' That a grcjt and powerful queen of Ethiopia, named Arcb, or Maqucda,

* being inforinr ^ by a merchant, named Tamarin, of t..c great power and wifdom of

* Solomon, travelled to Jiriifalem, atiendcd by a retinue of the higheft princes and nobles

* of Ethiopia, carrying prcfents of immcnfc value to that famous monarch, who inftruflcd

* her in the knowledge of the true God; and, upon her return home, at the expiration of

* nin: months, fhe was delivered of a fon, whom (he called Mcnilehech David. This
* young prince, afterwards going to Jerufalem, to vifit his father Solomon, v/as by hun
* magnificently entertained, arrd anointed King of Ethiopia by Zadoc and Joafh; and

* when he was fufficiently inftrudted in the Mofaical inftitutions, Solomon appointed

* feveral of the firft-bom of Ifrael to attend and ferve him in Ethiopia, furnifliing him
* alfo with a high-prie((, Levites, and other ofSccrs and fervants, from the tribe of

* Judah.'

This rtvord, whether genuine or fabulous, contains nothing incredible as far as we have

quoted; but it proceeds to regiftcr fome circumflances which are evidently falfe, pretend-

ing that the ark of God was carried out of the temple of Jerufalem, in the time of Solo-

mon, and conveyed to Ethiopi.:, where It is ftill kept fu clofcly concealed that even the

monarchs arc not permitted to fee it. - '

Their convetfion to Chriftianity, they with equal confidence affirm, was oiccanoned b/
the eunuch of Queen Candace; who, after his baptifm by Philip, returning into Ethiopia^

and giving his queen a full account of what had palled, that princefs and her fubje£l&aC

once embraced the Gofpel. Ecclefiaftical hiftory, however, infot'ms us, that In the year

335, \thanafius, patriarch of Alexandria, ordained Frumcntius, bifhop of Axumia, a

prcachv of the gofpel in Ethiopia; where he met with great fuccefs, fettling the difcipline

of the ch I rch conformable to that of Alexandria, which was the acknowledged head.

But though the Chriflian religion has from this period certainly prevailed, many Jcwifh

ceremonies are blended with the purer precepts of Chrift and his apoftles. Circum-

ciflon is univcrfally pra£lifed on both fexes; an abflinence from fuch things as are pro-

hibited by the laws of Mofes is ftill required, and frequent ablutions are enjoined. On the

other hand, Jicy believe the do(Slrine of the Trinity; and that Chrift (hall come again in"

glory tojudge the quick and the dead; when the juft (hall inherit the kingdom of Heaven>

and unrepenting finners be fentenced to everlafting punifliment. They are in pofkCRotk

of the Nicene Creed, but not of the Apoftolic; and receive the fame booksof the Old and

New Teftament as canonical wh'ch arc adopted by the Church of Enn;land. They bap-

tize by a threefold immerfion, if the child is deemed capable of Lu ag it; if ndt, by a!

threefold afpcrfion of water. They then anoint tbr whole body with the fr.cred chryfm,

and afterwards adminifter the holy communion ni buih kiirls to the child, by dipping a

piece oftheconfccratcd bread into the wine, and anplymg it to the infant's lips.

The Aby(nnian clergy are allowed to marry; and though tlicy are far from being verfed

in the facred writings, perform their duty with fuitable d>xency and devotion, in which

they are religioufly joined by their congregations. Fi<£lures are to be melt with in (dme

8 of
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of their churches, but ihcy have not any im:igcs or crucifixes. All WcdncfJays and Tii-

days throughout tlwycar arc llridiy obfcrvcd as tallr, but the Sabbath is celebrated on the

fcvcnth day.

Like the Oriental churches, they obfcrvc fourgrcat Lents . namely, the Great Lent, which
lafts fifty days; that of St. Peter and St. Paul, which lads forty days, more or Icfs, being

governed by Eaftcr; that of the Ailuniption of the Virgin Mary, which continues filtecii

days; and that of Advent, the duration of which is .'or three weeks. During thcfc fcafons,

they pradlifc the grcateft abfkniioufncfs, never talHng meat or drink till after fun-fit, and

fvtn then refrainuig from every thing cilcemed luxurious and delicious. Wine is totally

interdidcd at all times; and, in adminiftcring the cup, they take a fmall quantity of raifins,

which they fquceze and macerate in water.

Befor' ihc AbylTinians adopted the itinerant plan of living in tents, they had feveral

towns and churches; fomenf which are {landing, though in a ruinous condition, and their

original plan and conllrudlion prove that the hue arts once flourilhcd in this country.

Thofc churches which moit attract the notice of travellers, are nine in number, all ex-

cavated from the folid rock, by the command of Lalibcla, an AbyiTmian monarch. They
ftill rctam the names of St. Saviour, St. Mary, The Holy Crofs, Golgotha, IJcthlehcm, St.

George, The Martyrs, Marcercos, and Lalibela; which laft is by far the nobleft ftruiitutc.

All thefc churches arc faid to have been compleatly finiflicd in the fpacc of twenty-four

years, by Egyptian architctSls; and this is the more credible, as the fort of (hmc of which

they arc formed is at firft very foft, but acquires a folidity and hardncfs by being cxpofcd

to the air.

The monafteries of Abyflinia arc entirely different from thofe of every other Chriftiaii

church, in ftrudture, form, fervice, and difcipline. Indead of being inclofed by high

walls, they refemble fo many large villages, where every monk has a hut appropriated to

himfclf, with a piece of land adjoining, which he cultivates for his own fupport, that he

may not be burdcnfome to the public; and women arc fo far from being excluded, that fomc

orders among them marry, and bring up their families in the fame way of life. It muft,

however, be acknowledged, that thofc orders which renounce any intercourfc with the

other fex, are held in the higheft veneration, being often employed by the emperor in cm-

baHies and negociations.

Some of the monks adopt the eremitical life, as mod favourable to contemplation; and,

retiring to caves and unfrequented retreats, pradifc every auftcrity which human nature is

capable of enduring. The drefs of all thefe orders is very mean; but few of them have

any outward diftinguifliing mark, each furnifliing his own habit, and faOiioning it accord-

ing to his particular tafte.

The nuptia! contradl is attended with few ceremonies, being only an agreement between

the parties to join their flocks and cohabit together while mutual affedlion fubfifts. The
religious ceremony confids in the bride's and bridegroom's appearance at the church

door, where a kind of couch is prepared for them, on which they fit down, while a

prieft, with a crofs in one hand, and a cenfer in the other, makes a kind of proceflion

round tben]> and layir.^, his hands on their headS} obferves, * that as they are become

* one
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« one (li-ni, fn they ought to have but one heart ami one will.' After this, a fliort ex-

hort atton is (Klivereil fuiiablc to the oitafun; aiul the more riIi(»ious receive tiic holy eom-

niutiioii, either jufl heforc, or imineJiiitely after thiy arc uiutcil. After coiifummalioii,

the hii(hnnil ami wife keep frpiiiatc t.ibles} or, if they agree to eat together, they htini;

their jiiovifioiis fi-parately, reaiiy (Irellid,

The mar;ieil women arc permitted to vifit their fiieiuls and relation^: thofeof the hij^hcr

ranks think ihey have n right to grant any favomsjiuvviver injurious to tin ir own honour,

or that ol tlivlr hii(l)ands ; hut with refpcd to the infeiior ones, thou|:h tiic riiKs of HJility

and obedience arc feldom invaded, the marriage coiilraL^l is cafiiy dillolvcd, and'U divorce

may he procured by cither party for the moll tiivial rcafon.

Sometimes, in cafe of incontinence in the wife, a compenfation is arceptrd from the

man who has debauched her; or, if the hullund is unwilling to cohabit with her again, part

of the lands and cffedls which were originally her property, arc appropriated to his ufe, and

fbmetimes the whole; after which flu- is baniflicd from his houfe, without any other pro-

perty than a fingle needle, with whici fhc may be enabled to obtain htr livelihood.

On the death of any perfon, the coipfe being waflu-d and perfumed with intenfe, it is

fprinkled with holy water, wrapped in a flicct, and placed on a bier. The bearers then

take it up, and carry it with a hafly pace to the place of interment, which is either the

churchorchurch-yard, where it is again perfumed, and fprinkled with a profufionof holy-

water. The firft fourteen vcrfes of the Ciofpcl of St. John arc then read, and the coi pfc is

precipit.Ucd into the grave, the pricft repeating fomc of the Pfnlms till the wholi is covered

over with earth.

The AbyfTmians mourn for the dead many days; beginning their lamentations with the

morning, and continuing them till night, when the neareft relations and friends of the

deccafid aflcmble at the grave, together with fcveial female hired mourners, who join the

folcmnity with fhricks, all clapping their hands, fmiting their brcafts, and uttering the

moft doleful and pathetic expreflions of grief.

At the funeral of a perfon of dillint^on, his horfc, fliield, lance, and other accoutrements,

arc brought to the grave, offerings .ire made to the church and the clergy, and provifions

liberally diftributcd to the poor. This folemnity is of longer or fliorter duration, accord-

ing to the quality of the deceafed ; and is repeated afrefli on the annivcrfary, when prayers

are prcfcnted to God to be merciful to the departed foul.

The empire of Abyflinia appears from the mofl ancient records to have been always very
.

despotic, through a long fucccflion of monarchs, who derive their origin from that Mcni-

Ichcch whom wc have already mentioned .is the fon of Solomon. This line is, however,

faid to have once been interrupted, the crown paffing into another family ; but it was again

rcftored to the race of Solomon, by the Queen of Sheba or Ethiopia. In conftquencc of

the high antiquity of their dcfccnt, the emperors flill retain the pompous titles of the Uc-

loved of God, Son of the Pillar of Sion, Kinfmaii to the Race of Judah, Son of David and

Solomon, and Emperor of the Great and High Ethiopia, it's Kingdoms and Provinces,

&c. In their arms likewifc is depicted a lion fupporting a crofs, with this remarkable

jnfcription in the Ethiopic tongue, * The Lion of the trUe f/Judab is triumphant,*
'*•

'
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Tl>f cmprror i« trruM wjiih n vcncrntioii nliuoll boidrtln^ on iilolntryiliin fuljv.'h

nrvci nppii><««li hii» wichoiH «hi' lnwnrt piollnliiMi, not rvni linr l\ii ii.ini' pioiuidin n|

XMlhout I'cnilur in^iki «>f ("ulMuiinvr ir|i;iiil. Ili« uMiit i^ nimimliil ol .1 iiuini imi^ .ml

r|>Ici\(fi.l ntimio, who vie with raih othn iit thr liihnols «>• Uuir iluis i\n.l iho ni!t|',i\ili-

«rnci- ol thcii pftvilioo*.

'Iho rmpcior, .i^wrll a« hi* fuhjn'ls ronR-tntly living in irnis hi^ iinnp alwnv' ociii •

pir5 a vnv lAigv i'p.wo ol ^txtumli niul (Vom »ho irgulai tlilliiluition ofihc (Ihti«, iIu oii .h

x-Htii-ty of irnu, llicamn!!, mu) other orni«mrnt!i, niul the lunnhcr ctf illuiiiini«(ioi):t at

oioht, makes » vny noMc ami HgrccaMr fl^^p^;^laluc^ r\hiMiiM|; ihr viewol ;i vail npi n tiitti

rrg«li>r«.ity; in lhrcmHr,oi otlxrionlpicviotis pan nl whit h,(lrtiuli the iinprii 1! jiavilion,

pituly c'xtofJing the irll in magnitiiilc «» wril a« hoa\ity. Nrai ilir ylt'i I pavilion nir

(holt- of the loyal family, aiul gicdt orticrrs of Itatt*, all nppr;nin|> with pio|i(iMionnMr,

though inlviior Uillin to which may he aJilctl thr ilillingiiithcd tents whiih frrvi- for

churchrs, and aic »U-v.oiatrvl with a piofuiion of ornamints. In a woul, notwithlland'

ing the vail cxti-nt of the inipcrial camp, tho grratcrt order is every where ohlirvcdt and

though the whole is firtjucntly removed, every individual is fo well nc(|wainted with hi*

proper lituation, that in a Ihort tinw it makes exatllly the fame nppeaianvc as before, aiul

particular tents may <^f courtc be fmmd with ei]iial facility. There are alio nun kets,

courts of juftice, and feminarics for tl>e inlUiu'lion of young people of dillinitioiii the

whole being divided into liven pariflies, Mtulrr their rcfpiillive oftbir?.

Hefoir the cmprr\H begins his march, oinceis arc dilpatchvd 10 the governors of the

iVvcral piwinces thioitgb which bis intended route lies, with oidcrs to clear and repair

the roads, and to provide every ncceUaiy. At the ivppuintvd time, the governors uttemi

with their quota of pix)virions and forage, all which arc dilhibutcd with tlie utinoll irgu-

Ltrity among the fcx-eral ranks and orders of the army: and whenever any enemy is fup-

|H>fed tv> be t\rar, the army is enji)incd to march dole, and in the bctt order, yvhilc the

cm|>crt>r keeps in the centie, with his guards, prinvipal ufltccrs, and women, 11 (urticient

interval being left l\)r cnclolii.g the baggage.

Under the emperor is officer called Ralh, who is gcncrntillitno of ul) the forcm.

Subordinate to this mini'' »wo other oflJccrs, one of whom is a kind of higli Hcwaid,

whofe power extends as well over the civil judges of the empire, as all the viceroys, go-,

vernors of provinces, and military commamicrsi tlu; other is a kind of ileputy to tiro lor-

mcr, Aiixl is Oiled Lord of the Leifer Servants. In the hands of the fc three pcrruiis the

n\anagcmcnt of the empire is principally vdted, as well as the regulation of the ainiy^

wl>ich is far ftom being nuinerous, fcldom exceeding forty thouland men, about tivc

tboui.tnd of whom arc cayalry. 1'hey arc but indift'crcntly artucd and accoutrvO». carrying,,

only fpt.^rs, with thick llrong bucklers of bufi'alo leather. , , j ,

Thofe cf higher rank wear fwords by way of ornament) with daggeri under their

girdles, but ihcfe arc rddom ufed in a^Uoii.

Fire-arms arc but little known in thefc countries; and, indu«d» the mufqiictcers, wha
never exceed four hundred mcn» arc (0 unfkUlcd in the ufc of arm*, and fo indifFcrentI/

iupplicd wUh aRU))ui)iii(Mi> tbftt th«y ace by i\o racan* capable of keeping up a continued

fiiingi
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ritin(rj mill (if rntiiCf ihr lii(l (uilrl li('t|n«<ntly lie-in* uml ciul.t tliP cuitlcni onc fiile iiii-<

nuiliiiltly OyiiilU '**«' llwiultri piiiliiiM^.

'I'lic iiniiy 11 tittdiiliil l*y iImimim nl ^iii iiiiiilnal lir.r, tniiii|ii(<, liinitlioy^, lliKr*, mill

nttii-i iliiiru'ttl inltiiiimiits, iM will nt liy a g\<M iiiiinlni nl pii. |(h, vvlm mil i>iily prlfuim

«livmi' lirviri iit iln piviiioin, Itiit lilnwilc vdmi tlic luntil iiii'iiliU willi llic inofl HIB-

ittoniiini piiiiip, lUdiiiipittiicil In vdihI mul inlliumrni^il tniilii

,

| lii»vi|;l< wv li.ivi- iiiiiMily nlilci VI il, flim tlir i mwii i>l Aliylliiiia i^ liiinliliiiy in ||ir (milC

fiiniily, ll\(' I'liipriiii tiiiiy iliiininaU- citlui ni hi^ liin<) Im lii^ IiimiHmi, wIhhii he dri iim

moll wiitlliy III tliiit rlrviilril Iblinii. 'Ilii^ piiilmlily giivc Imili lii tin- livnr ttillotii

foimrtly rllnltliHiiil in thin cnipiii', of (utiiiiiin^ nil ihn piiiur^ nl lti<' iilnnii, in the ini;|r

or iKilii'l* lit /\nil^>i|Jt<ii'<"iii wliii It Inini' Imvi' ili'litilicd n<* iiitiDiiy pl.iir nl i niiliiirnii-nt,

amlothiMKHi n liiit llnil pmaililr, wli> ic llny i njnyiMl cviiy plialmc, i mu pi lliiit ni lilicily,

mill were ctlui Aicil III II tiiHiinri liiitdl to ihcit liiilli. Wlirn ||ip thi'iiic liiciiitir vhihiiI

liy lii<« Imiui's ilriilli, (hr piiiicr rin') WH* v litdl liy llii- Vici'tny dl lii'm, who on nilcr-

iii(; hi.i mil, willi ^iiitl IniiiMlily lini'd llir iiiiprtinl priiiliiiil to Iii^imi, hiiiI llir< oIIici

|iiiiu-('<« wt IT ilitTi.4('il III p^iy linii iiiiiiin^M\ uiul i oiigiiiliilalr liiiti on liii ai i I'lliun to (he

tllinnif. 1lc-ini> im'IiiIik'IihI to tlu- lnn( nl y\\i.' nintiniiiin, on wliidi tliiq rrlrixt i<i (itihitcd,

hv will Ml livid into llio drlinnn, oi iinpirii.il pavilion, with (oiinds o( mulif ni\i\ an l.iniii-

tiutisol j'lyi wIuh'Ik' whs I'dniilily anoiiKi d liy n piiliitr, ihc indiioi t dmy lu rnnipiiiiyinn

tlir I'croinony willi .duiiril liyinn^ pirptitnd lor tin; «u'( .ifinn. A'tci tliio h'.* wio invrllrd

with (In* Jntpi'tiHl rnlic^, mid Icatcd upon the tluoiiCi when ihr «liHdi-in Iniiig phii^cil on

hiKlicad, nnd ihr (word of IhUn put into liin htiiid, n liriald piochiiimd him rinpcior, ntui

wnniiiiiwi ipd hy ihr loud OioiitN nl thn whole Hlli'inldy nnd hi my, mrt tof^rilu-i mi the oci »-

fion, lor the piitpol'r nl ii(l«nowlrdi>in|r ihi'ir nlli-|>iaiuc'. 'I'lit' pHiliiatcli of the Aliyf-

fllliiin rluin h thru read and rMphiinvd it kind of litiiHl, di IciijitivR vf the diiti('<) of n (^ood

ftivrrrijMit thr nmiMrch rnieivtil tlip holy inniii.iiniont and thr f<ili.'iiinity clod'd wiih

bitiupi' till}!;, honhiim, Hnd oth'-r drnimdlration* nl joy.

J.ikp ihi'ir nitdiriit projiriiitor Kolmnon, the Ahyllininn emperors allow thfiniftlvc* a.

pliniiliiy ol wivrs, Hinoni; whoin nir niicn imliidird tlmli' of prrdialioiii vniy diHi icni (rom

thi' (.'liiilliiiii ti'lij^ioni hut, ill f/.iinrr.ii, the moU InMiitilul or Hccumpiilhud ilaud^litcrs ui

thr iiolilliiy iirc tailed lo thin dilliiifriiilhinl honour.

I'"oini»rly, thr rmprtnr«i alwiivi allii'lid thr ponip of concsiilintnt front thery»;» <if ihtir

fuhjii'li. Hut that icHiaint hn-? lonj; limi- lurcjii aliolifhid, and thi y now fhtw ihriiildvn

nulilirly fi viral timm m ihi- yrar; thoiip,li no one in pcunitod to lee tin in cat, ixiirpt di'

\im* who Iced ihniij and oven witrn ihry give aiidiiiKc to any Ionian amlMli.idur, lli'iy

ari" veiled from U\n lifjht hy a iiirtain.

The ri'vciiui'i of thr rmpirr, which arr vt-ry itiroiifnlrraMf, ariff priiK ip^tly from a

trihutc ill ^-old, paid hy the govcrnom of lltofi! provin(.ci wliiilt pioducc this valii.ildij

initalv lilt: pndits arifinjr fioni ihc falc of all f>;nat oflitcB under the crown > a li/iUi of all

the cattle of the empire, levied every third yoarj and a Iwwtli of all cottwn clotli maiiii-

fai'lnrcd in thii country.

The civil jjovgriimciu it vcftwJ in the hands of the viceroys or gov«rnois t»f proviiuts

8P and
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Art.! ia thv'vfi' of thf i«ili«;iir rommnnlcr* aiuI livil ma(iirti.i(o«, \\\u\ hold lh«ir irr|<.v*^ix'f

CvMirt* ol jiuln-ntuif, in wUnh nil raulo!! »iv «K(iilr«l( Jhotl' ol tt tuAiiiiO iMlniv h»'ii\j» irini'

bv milil;(tv i»i«<<\v« only, wh»lV .to ifr* me MnO. I)t iImIi pn'«i<>lin,ii« iIi. v n<iil(n nli*

wii!iii^« noi oninlirl, Imt l"Mh ilv pl.diuitf rtml ildrn.lAiit plfiul ihiii own nuil. , with

liVrilv to irplv to f«h othri In- tmn^ i Rlter whivh, ihr jmlur tnn\n\nmlii\n (ilrnrr, n»k«

thoopiiMon ol iholi- who mv putviM,.\ml imnn >li;«trlv |«i"noui\Kr< («'Hlrii»v. If lhfi««'i nlitl

Iv fo\in»l ji»nl(v, he \s kept in \\\t' n\i\oA\ o( ih»" i<t<l|ir, till hv \\.\* in.oli- (Sii'ln'liiMi in 0\«'

.loo«(ri : l>iit \\h(i>- ll\i- ort> i\M" i» »,\pinl, (u«, (or inlJmur, nniiilri) ilir i\irtK');ii'|iii i* (|«.

liv^U^^ up to thr puMivutoi, tii h\ pnoilWd.il tho ilirciTlion olthr trlationiof the ilrn'iili'ilt

who oiav onIt( I (ill th»- oWi Oih i, oi « oiili,>n hun to xvhntrxiT iK-^th ih'V thiok piop.'i.

C\pit.\l p\ii\i(lMn«nl* «iv vrtuondv inlluMivl . tome nnt»in,il< nic hniinl »niiir \ip lo tlu-ir

nvM>ih<, aiiil thru hiMvU covimt>I with thoiu« «i\»l hii;ti^, ovri whirh nn' plmvd lni|t;o lloniii

.inJ oihcK aiv lv.\t to »lca(h with rluh*, or;«ho«it two (irr in lro(ilh, oi inn ihioii^h iviili

hniT^i wllivh \m{} \\ gcniiallv the tMt »^( ininil.Mviv. Unl wivti mod ivritr* out' nhhoc-

ivnor, i» (he to;>llin|\ iUul lo\i>l irjoii ing< o( ihr ll'l;^tiol\^ o( ihr i\ihIM,h'Iim, i\ iM*. while- tin*

wi-ctvhc»l Mvlun l^l inrticr i< « (prvMafoi. Thu, i» i> (.noni««>l wanton hinhm it v, i*

fnqiicntiv iUt<iulc>l wiih iw.\\ r<V>OU » thr ("lioniU ol thi- rondi nii\i'.l Ivino oltcn hy thric

nir.n\< imcniVil lo irxiMi{\c ihi inliUi-^ on the n^oll ycuhnu ol ihc piolotiiloii,

n.uinj> <ii\i(1u»l o\ii acuMint of Alnflun.i, it will he propoi to rnnnik, thit a rvnilikc

|<(VpIc, caUciI Cirtllas, h.U'C by >l>nt of ftiprrior \.\loni poll; (l^-il tlu-ntlt Ivo* of .» ron'.il.-inMp

pAii 1^1 thv rmpiir, mv\ in nninciinn rnn.i|vrni( nt< tloloim-d thv Ahvll>i>inn tioop«. I'hi*

nation, \vhi»h on* ii>lc< Ahvlliniu, cntinly fuhlilN hy *hc Cwoidt ronliilninj; that wrnpon

as giving than the h<(l tulo h> what thoy wuu^ ««»! n\o(l C.inily frrnting ihr poflHIioii

cf what tht'v havo oiuo avqnindt thry hrthiuiair thrindlvrR 'o uiin* fiont ihtii inliino ,

an«l arc ratly taiighi to ilotpilr lif« an<l onlc, when piti in (ompcliti-m with the ih.nmi*

of plory. Ihcir youth aix" not a»lniittril to thr privilc(5;f uf ciitiinp thvir hair, till thry havo

k)iU-il an cnrn>y or ("omc favaiic Iwad. A man, nmon)t 'I''* |>coplr, in only rpfpn'Uil u\

proportiott t(^ the nnmhrr of tli-rpfiato minions he ha« aii huvnl ; on which acioum tho hfaiin

of thofr whon» ho h>v< (lain air tairfullv pnKrvnl an tho mod valnnhlo icdtnU of hi»

piowotV an«l valour. Whrn omc thrf\> proplc air rnj^aunl with an cnomy, thoy noithrr pjvo

noi take «juartn ; aiwl as it is JaMocil a capital oHVncc to Ciihmit, thry all li{)ht with tho

mortdctrrtviocvl irfolution cither to conquer or »lie: hence the Ahvflinian arnncii, ihoujih

twice as n\nnero»is, arc incapable of oppo(in|3; thenn thry hear vlown, like n loiii ni, cv.ry

thing bcfiMc thcmj ami ihcir drpinlaiions know no other houiuU than the full ;',iaiilicaiion

cf every wi(h.

With rcfpc*.! to ivligion, the(iallas acknowleilge one eternal ami fiiprcnte(ioyernor of

all things but pay him no external marks of veneration i yet the inhrcil Icnie of homxir

prevents them from violating an oath, or infringing the lights of thok* nations with whom
they air prohllVdlyon amicable terms.

Abcx, whivh is only a narrow rtip'Of lainl, exteiuling alowg the w«flerit fijorc of ihn

Reil Sea, w.as formerly a part of the Upper Kthii-pi^, hut is it prefent in the poireirton of

the Turks, who having fci&cd on all it's bays iu\i ports, fiuni Egypt to the StreightM of

JiabvlniainicI,.

v^iff^
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I'hi^ (hti'l i« (ititilv III) I It't'ii'it, ihi- itit Itilliv rtiol titiwlmli lint f, Mini lltr Itfiil lii iiitilili*

\\\,\\ it |iliiilni i'« (r\v nil I ll'iill' •( III Jili
.

Linii^, l^ I" *<< mxl ' llwi In-ill • nl |iii'V« ixiiiii lit**

wil<l wiUli- mini 'I IImIi In liilm wIhi I« tlf < hh l<iit li w nitiiMttli, > <«i > |i| iIum, iiml (lii*r|i

ttl It |t|lltli)'.iiitl ' Wtr, Itli It !|i| It i< • In . It ill li lil ' .1 III inii iici'tllllll i'( Im II t.

riti' lnliitltii>tii(« i>l Alti \ itic It tiilKiiiti' III
I'

f(V|Mirth<i, I'imIk, I' ilii<i|iiitM4, Ainli*, ntiit

rnHi.-.

Ntiiii|iiiiiti, till II I'll' 111 ' 111 till I'liifeKh itovimm, wlin Nilrprmlmt mi iln- lulli^tw i>l < 'iiim,

i« limit ml 11 till' I ill iitl i>r 'i'm mvii I' iitii', III iiiiD'ii'i It ill iMi I '< Imly iivt* )iiiiiMirii iimilfc

Imilllili', illlil i' I'll'' >>l llli Ml 'll riiltlllliiili'iM'i |iiiil<l ill llli Hill 'ii I,

Aikim ii ll'' l^'<' liiintiil mi Oi • m'l "I tln' Mnl S»'H, iii hilctii tligiecs livi- iiiiinUit

ninth liilltli'li' I 1*1' il i- iniiliii ''iliiilivi nm |iii|iii|mi«,

'I'mlv Imltli III Ali'H, lii' I'Ui.il |iiltv Hill', Willi wlitili' llrtlMP* Vvi» ntr liiLitly iitlilr«

ifiiiiiiiinl. I'll' liiil |iii»liiii ii< iilii I |>i:iiiiiim liiiiii) Willi! Im Illlil I', mill iiiliiiiiliiimit ^

ami i^imtR iI|ii«ihi m lu' \\\v luit}' iiiitiiliiiiiiili'i In tin* biiiK it liiii!!.
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LO^VI'R (JillnPrt imliiili-n tlir liviinl it«t»'iinvf rmii|(iir< iir riii|iiirfl nl Ldnn^in,
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fifh, and fuch fruits as the foil fpontaneoafly produces; fo that when an unfarourable fc»-

fon happens, it is ufually followed by all the horrors of famine.

Cotton and pimento trees grow wild, as well as the grain of paradife, fugar-canes,

caflla, tobacco, and a few oranges, cocoas, and lemons 5 but the moft ufoful vegetable pro-

•duftions are the trees called enzanda, .vlicandi, and metamba, which ani'wer all the various

purpofcs of flicltcr and cloathing.

There are few animals of any kind except goats and hogs; but poultry is Co plentiful

and cheap, that a chicken may bepurchafed for an European bead. Pheafants, partridges,

and other wild fowl, arc ftill more numerous. Among the wild bcafts arc the zebra, and
the elephant; the teeth cf which laft aniunal are exchanged with the Europeans for iron.

Vaft quantities of hfli are caught on the coaft; and, for this purpofc, the natives arc

-faid carefully to watch the motions of a large fifli of the fize of a grampus, which con-
ftantly comes to feed along the Oiore, driving before him whole fhoals of the finaller aquatic

. tribes, which are then eafily caught. Thefe large fifli are called fea-dogs; and, from their

extreme utility, arc .ilmoll eftecmcd facred.

The natives, who arc of the middle feature, robuft, and affable, are known by the name
of Bramas: they are faithful and generous to one another, but libidinous and jealous

to exccfs. They exercife a variety of trades; but their mechanics are both tedious and

unflcilful.

The leaves of the palm fupply the better fort with covering; while thofe of an inferior

•rank make ufe of the foliage of fome more vulgar tree. J'rom the young (hoots of the palm,

lopped off and dried, they obtain by friftion a kind of flak, which being fpun and wove
is hung round the body from the waift to the ancles: out <jf this they fabricate four

forts of cloth, the firft or RneA of which, being variegated with party-coloured flowers,

•if worn only by the king or his particular favourites ; the fecond fort by the nobles; and

the other two by thofc of middling rank. The body from the girdle to the head is

naked, except being .idorncd with braccl-ts, chains, and necklaces, of various metals or

glafs, according to the ability or tafle ot the wearer.

The men, |who generally appear armed with a cutlafs, fword, or bow, are likewife

obliged to wear the fkiiis of wild or tame cats, or fomc other animal ; four or five of which
• fkins are fometimcs fcwcd together, and being ftuck full of the feathers of various birds,

arc fufpend-d in fiont as a principal ornament. To the hems of thcfu fur5 a number of

Jittle boils are hung, which make a continual tinkling.

The drefs of the w^-men is nearly the fame, except the wearing of furs, and their petti-

coats are much (horter than the covering of the other fex; but the more opulent have fome

fineEuropean filk, linen, woollen, or fluffs, thrown over them. Their Iegs,arms,and heads,

are .idorncd with various ornaments of gold, filver, and coial; and both fexes wear rings

-round their ntcks, which are regarded as amulets; and they Itain their bodies all over red

with a kind ot wood called takcci, which they biuife upon a ftonc for that purpofe.

Polygamy is allowed in it's fulleft extent, each male proportioning the number of his

\Wives to bis inclination and circumftances. The forms of courtfhip arc totally un-
- • '•

- .
• •

•»-'.
* knownj



LOWER GUINEA. ^
'4cnown; the confent of the parents being readily obtained, on payment of the price fet upon
<thc bride.

Females, however, have but few inducements to enter into matrimonial engngcmentaj

for, bcildes being obliged to endure a number of rivals in their hu(band's afFct^ions, they

are reduced to the molt abje£t fervitude; tilling the ground, gathering in the harveil, and

grinding the corn, as well as performing every dumcUic office. They arc obliged to keep at

arcfpctStt'ul didance while their hufbands cat, and to be fatisficd with what they leave; and

arc never permitted to addrefs them but on their bended knccs,ortoapproach them without

marks of fubmiflion and regard; and, to complcat their infelicity, they are liable to be

turned out of doors on the lead fufpicion of infidelity, and even fuSjcited to the moft

feverc infli>Stions without any actual proof of guilt. But though the fltuation of married

women is fo deplorable, there is a law which obliges the children to follow the condition

of iheir mothers; that is, they muft continue flaves if the mother were in a (late of fer-

vitude, notwithdanding the freedom of the father.

The children, who arc faid to be born nearly white, in two days affiimc the complexion

of their parents : and there is, in this country, a race of white people, whofc complexions

refembic chalk, and who have grry eyes, apparently fixed in the fockcts, without the

fmallcft luftre or motion. Thefc extraordinary perfons pofTefs the gift of vifion by

night, and are regarded as monfters by the native negroes in general; though they are

well received by the king, who caufcs their children to foe brought up as foothfaycrs, and

keeps fome of them continually about his perfon and court. They obtain the name of

.Dondos from the negroes, and of Albinos from the Portugucfe : and all affairs relative to

religion and fuperftitious ceremonies are principally entrufled to thcfc people, but neither

they nor the Loangoefe have any adequate ideas of a Supreme Intelligence; they acknow-

ledge, indeed, the exiflcnce of one, under the name of Sambian Pongu, but never pay him

any adoration, nor attempt to define his attributes. Their whole worfhip and invocations

are addrefled to inferior divinities; who, they imagine, prcfide over the different powers of

nature. Thefe divinities are reprefented in the forms of men, women, or animals, which arc

either fet up in their houfes, or carried in fmall boxes fufpcnded from their necks.

Perfons confecrated to the fervice of thefe imaginary deities, are ufually far advanced in

years, and ordained by the Enganga MokifTo, or Head of the Magicians, with many abfurd

ceremonies and ridiculous fuperflitions; which arc no fooncr finifhal, than the novitiate

begins to look wild, diftort his features, and put his whole body into attitudes which cx«

cite horror and difguft.

The natives entertain various notions rcfpe£ling the nature of the foul ; and the royal

family in particular believe that thofe of their progenitors animate the bodies of their

future poflcrity. Others imagine that the deceafcd become guardian fpirits over the lives

and fortunes of their kindred; and fome aflign the foul a refldence under the earth, where

it is fuppofcd to enjoy a new kind .<f exiftence fuitcd to it's merit. They all firmly

believe that the MokifTo, or Spirit to whom they were at their birth dedicated, has

power to inflid punifhments on thofe who difrcgard the vows they have made, or the ccrc-

•monics which they have enjoined themfelves. Hence, profperity is deemed a fuflicient

8 <i. ,
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eviJcnce oF divine approbation, while advcrfity is regarded as the mod incontrovertibU-

pri)of (if impiety.

The Moivifllis have a great number of temples, in each of which a piicft performs fervicc

every morning, by Hriking ii fleece of wool with his flafF, and miitleriiig (ome fcntcnccs, tu

which a youth, wh) aflilts him, makes rrgiiliir icfponfcs; after this the petitions are ad.

tirtllcd to tho Mokiflb, in which the health of the king, the happiacfs of his fuijcch, the

frrt lity ol the land, and the fucccfs of their trade and fifliery, are carncflly recommended

to tvs care.

WhtM a peifon of ordinary rank dies, his friends and neighbours fct up a loud cry round

the corpic ; carrying it into the open air, and afking it the caufc of it's death, and

wjicther it pcrifhed through want of food, or from the ciFedls of necromancy. Thefp in-

terrogations commonly laft two or three hours; during which for.ie of the nrareft relations

are employed in various purifications of the deccafcd, and in ilaining the body with red

wood, uhile others dig the grave, into which the corpfc is throwii with fevcral domeftic

utcnfi^s. The term of mourning is fix weeks, during which time lamentations are made

at the grave every morning and evening.

On the flighted indifpofition of any perfon of confcqucnce, the Engangas are imme-

diately confultcd,,to determine whether his malady arifcs from enchantment} in which cafe

they employ counter-charms to efFcdl his cure. But when thefc prove infuflicicnt to

avert the ftroke of fate, a number of pompous ceremonies aie performed round the corpfc,

and the females fing a funeral dirge on his great virtue and nobility, expatiating on tha

vart number of his friends, and the bafcnefs of his enemies. On the third day the body is

interred wiih the fame ceremonies as thofe of the vulgar; but the mourning lafts for three

months, during which period (Iricl enquiry is made whether the fafcination of his ene-

mies tended to accelerate his death.

The corpfcs of ftiangtrs are never fufl'ered to be buried in this kingdom, being con-

flantly carried out to fome didance from the fliore, where they are thrown into the fea.

This cudom is f.iid to have originated from the circumdance of a famine's once happen-

ing, in confcqucnce of an cxccflive drought, after the recent interment of a Portuguefc

geutlcman; when the inhabitants having confultcd a Mokiflb, refpedling the caufe, here-

plied, ' that a Chridian had been buried among (hem, whofe body mud be taken up, and

• cad into the fea, before they could obtain any rain.' This was immediately complied

with; and a plentiful rain falling foon after, the natives firmly believed the calamity had

b - .iributed to it's true caufe.

ingo was originally dependant on the kingdom of Congo; but it's governors revolt-

ing, they raifed themfolves to the dignity of princes. One of them, however, at length,

by fuperior power and addrcfs, fubduing all the red, he wrcdcd fevcral other provinces

from the King of Congo, and thus not only made himfelf perfectly abfolute, but alfo ob-

tained even divine honours..

TTie kings of this country are dill edcemed very powerful, and capaUe of bringing vafl:

armies into the field; every fubjeft able to bear arms being obliged to attend whenever

called upon. JThcir military weapons are only long darts, daggers, and targets; the latter

being
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bting fufUciently large to prolcft almoft the whole body, and ftrong enough to repel any

arrow or dart.

. It is ertcemcd a capit.il ofFmcc to look at the Icinp while he cats; for which rcafon the

high-ftcward has no foomr plated the meat before him, than he retires and loclcs the door

alter him.

After dinner his maj'fty nfually adjourns to what is called his drinking-hall, which

is the nobiiift apartmint in the whole p.ilacc, cncompidld by a fpacious touit, cnclofed

with palm-tree i.iilunraiits, where ho adniiniltcrs 'ufUcc to his fubjidls, ftatcd on a royal

throne, formed of finr blaik and white p;ilniclto pillars curioufly inlaid. On c-ach fide

of the throne (wlure therr: are two large bafkrts, in whieh the king is faid to keep his

familiar fpiiits) flands a cup bearer, tu one of whom he beckons for the cup, which is

inilantly prefcnted; the other, in the mean time, ftriking together two iron rods, to give

the attending nobles notice that his majefly is about to drink. On this fignal, all fall

with their faces towards the ground; in wiiich fituation they continue till ihc jingling

ceafi's, when they inftantly rife, and cxprefs their felicitatiotis by clapping their hands.

As all . aufcs are determined and affairs of the utmoll importance difcuflid in this hal,

bis majefty often continues in it for many hours together; but if the cares of government

do not require his attendance, he foon retires, and fpends the afternoon with fomc of his

wives.

The king feldom ftir? out of hjs palace, except on fome folemn occafion, or grand fef-

tlval, or when his vaU'als come to pay him their annual tribute and hom.ige. On thefc

public exhibitions, a great deal of fplcndor and magnifi;;ence are difplaycd, the thmae

being raifed with the utmoft ftate, furrounded by vaft crowdfr of attendants, and notliinj;

ii to be heard but the voice of mufic and congratulation.

When the king pays the common debt of nature, his funeral obfeqiiirs arc performed

with great folemnity : the torpfc is drefl'ed in the moft fupcrb manner, and ict down into

the royal vault, with a variety of different articles; particularly fome favourite ilaves, who
arc not only intended as fervants in another ftatc, but to bear witnefs, when they come

before the Sovereign of the other world, how their mafter has behaved in this.

The crown defcends to the children of the king's filler,, and not to his own. Thi«

unufual mode of fucccflion, is frequently attended with great confufion •. though intcrnJ

Itruggles are guarded againlt with all poflibic circumfpedlion, by afTigning thofc who ace

ncarelt to the lucceffion, a particular town or village at a finall diftancc from the capital^

and thofe who are more remote biing obliged to refide at a proportionable diflanec; fo th it

when the fovcieign dies, his heir removes to Loango the capital, and th-j others approach a

flagc nearer, according to their rank, anew claimant being nominated to fucceed the moU

diftant.

The laws treat offenders with great lenity, except for crimes againft the flatc, or

the king's perfon, honour, or dignity. Theft is expiated by making fatisfaclimi ; or if

the offender is infolvent, he is tied to a tree, and cxpofed to public dcrifion. /adultery is

punifhcd with a fine; but if this offence is committed with any of the kini^'s vvives or

concubines, the lady and her paramour are burnt alive within view of each other.

> Thc*ity of Loango Hands in the province of Loango-mongo, in four degrees and a h:.lf

fouth

h
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fouth latitude, and about five or fix miles from the fea-coaft, which forms a bay of tfee

fame name, and has rather a dangerous and difficult entrance. The houfes, which are

of wood, ufually contain three or four rooms; but they have no apartment above th«
ground-floor. The chief furniture confifts in a variety of pots and kettles, calabafheii,

bafkets, and mats. Cleanlincfs prevails throughout the whole cityj and the ftreets, in par-

1 ticular, arc kept as neat as poffible, and fliadcd on each fide with rows of palms, bananas,

. or bacavas, which afford an agreeable coolnefs to the neighbouring houfes.

In the centre of the city, is a fquare of immcnfe extent, on one fide of which ftands the-

royal palace. This edifice, which is a mile and a half in circumftrence, confifts of

feveral detached buildings, forming apartments for the king's wives and attendant*, a-s

well as public offices and halls. Near this fquare there is adaily market, containing great

quantities of palm-cloth, corn, meal, poultry, fifh, wine, and oil; elephants teeth, alfo,

were formerly fold here in great abundance, but the fule of this article is now removed

to Kanga, the port of the capital. In this market ftands a cekbrated temple; and there

is alfo an idol. called MokifTo a Loango, which is held in the utmoft veneration by perfons

of all ranks.

The trade of Loango ccififts principally in.flaves; befides which, the natives fell con-
• fiderable quantities of ivory, lin, lead, iron, and copper, brought from the mines of Sundi,

which are fituated far to the eaft.

To carry on a trade with the Loangoefe, it is ncceiTary firft to obtain a licence from

the king, which can only be procured by making large prefents to his wom.en or principal

favourites. This renders commerce with them very expenfive; and their ignorance of£u>
ropean languages makes it iikewife difficult and tedious.

Congo is bounded on the north by the river Zaira; on the eaft by a ridge of mountaini,

and the kingdom of Matemba; on the fouth by Angola; and on the weft by the Atlantic

Ocean. It's extent along the fea-coaft is from Cape Dande to the influx of the Zaire into

the ocean, which is about fixty leagues; but it's limits on the eaftern fide are faid to be

much more extenfive, though they have never been fairly afcertained.

Confidering it's proximity to the equator, the climate of Congo is agreeably temperate.

The winter commences with our fpring, and the fummer with our autumn, during which

laft feafon it never rains; but at other times of the year, particularly in winter, the rains

defcend with great violence, the rivers frequently overflow their banks in an inftant, and

the whole country appears as one watery wafte.

Snow is never feen, except on the remote hills towards the Cape of Good Hope, on

the tops of which it fometimes falls; and from this circumftance they are called by the

Portuguefe the Snowy Mountains.

Copper, with a tin£ture of fo deep a yellow that it has frequently been miftaken for

gold, is very plentiful in moft parts of Congo; befides wnich there are fome mines of

the whok- filver and iion.

The mountains contain amazing quantities of the moft beautiful materials for building;

being filUd with veins of porphyry, jafper, and marble of various Colours, from which

whole columns, with their capitals and bafes, may be dug up entire. They Iikewife

produce
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produce a ftone, through which many beautiful hyacinths are fo difperred as to be eafily

feparated from the mafs, though they are often ere£lcd with it into buildings, making a

mod brilliant appearance. There arc alfo many other beautiful kinds of (lone, fome of

which Ceem inlaid with various metals, and are capable of receiving the higheft polilh.

• In this kingdom there arc two harvefts annually, the firft in April, and the other

in December. Neither plough nor fpade is ufed in cultivating the earth; for no fooner

do the clouds afford a profpedt of rain, than the women fet fire to all the herbs and roots

growing on the land deftined for a future crop; . nd, after the firft heavy (liower, proceed

to turn up the earth by means of a flight hoe in one hand, while they fow their feed,

which hangs in a bag by their fides, with the other. This employment is generally ren-

dered more laborious by the weight of their children, who are hung at their backs, to

prevent their receiving any injury from the fwarms of different infe6ls which appear in

the new-turned foil.

The Congoefehave feveral forts of grain, one of which, called luco, nearly rcfembles

muftard-fced, and yields a fine white mcai, not much inferior to flour. Two other

forts are known by the names of Congo and Portugal corn; and they have maize, rice,

and a
""

ecies of pulfe un) nown in Europe, which grows on a flirub that lafts two or three

years, yielding fruit in g cat abundance every fix months.

The mandois, a fpecies of pulfe growing under-ground, dcferves notice; from which
the natives extract a milk fimilar to that drawn from almonds; as well as another fort of

ground pulfe, called incumbe, of the fize and form of a mufquet-ballj both which furnifh

pleafant and wholefome nutriment.

The natives pulverize and make into bread great quantities of the mandioca, or maniac-

root, the cultivation of which is peculiarly attended to.

Hortulane produdtions, in almoft every variety known in Europe, grow with little la-

bour; and there are many excellent pot-herbs, to which we are unable to aflign any names.

V Some of the trees of this country are of a prodigious fize; the chiefof which, called the

cnfada, having a very thick trunk, grows to an uncommon height. At the top a profu-

fion of branches fhoot forth, from which fmall firings of a yellowi/h colour defccnd to the

earth, where they take root, and produce new plants; thefe in a fhort time increafc to a

large bulk, and protrude branches from their tops, which again take root, and fpring up

as before; fo that fometimes a fingle tree extends it's branches a thoufand paces, forming

a very efFedlual flieltej* for a fmall army. The leaves of the tender boughs refcmble thofe of

the quince-tree; and the fruit, which is red, grows between the leaves like a common fig.

Beneath the outer bark of the enfada is a fibrous fubftance, which being cleanfed, beaten,

and extended, is manufactured into a fort of cloth.

The mirrone-tree has every property of the enfada, except that it's leaves are like thofe

of the orange-tree; and that it is generally planted near the dwellings of the inhabitants,

who regard it with a kind of religious veneration. Both thefe appear to be fpeciei of the

banyan-tree fo common in Indoftan.

The natives form canoes of the mofuma-tree, the wood of which is fo extremely ligl;t

as to render it incapable of finking, even when filled with water. It grows by the River

• 8 R Zaiie,
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Zaire, and prbdiices a kind of filky doUoii, which ft)n»c Of the Cohgoofc; Convert into

pcrfunal ornaments.

Among the fruits common to this climate, arc nnanas, anoncs, bananas, arofdfcs, pom-

pions, melons, cucumbers, citrons, oranges, and lemons; with a variety of other exijiii-

fitc natural produftions, particularly th.' cola fruit, about the fize of a pine-apple, at once

highly delicious nnd medicinal; the quHJava, which has fomc rcfcmblance to k pear; the

granate plum ; and the maginette, a grain which pofllllcs the qualities of pepper.

Various other trees and fruits are faid to pofll-fs peculiar virtues; but none are fo extra-

ordinary as the migiiiimigna, which is celebrated for producing poifon in one part, and it's

antidote in another; for fhould any perfon unwarily cat the fruit, which refcniblcs a final I

]emon, he muft have rccourfe to the leaves for a cure; or if poifoned by the leaves, the fruit

countcrafls the pernicious cfFefls whirh they would fingly produce.

Of the animals peculiar to this country, the dante Icems moft remarkable; the fliape

and colour of which refemble thofc of an ox, though much fmallcr; it's horns aie like

thofe of a he-goat, but of a very bright black, and are manufadured into a variety of very

pleafing ornaments. The fkin is fo exceedingly tough, that no arrow or dart can pierce it;

for which rcaFon the natives cover their fliieids with the raw hide. The fwiltnefs of this

creature is incredible; and, when (lightly wounded, it follows the fccnt of the powder

with fuch fury, that the hunters have no other nH\..is of clcaping than by climbing a tree

with the utmoft expedition, from whence they may take another aim in fafcty. The
flefli of thefe animals is c(tec)ned delicate food; and both the natives, and the wild hearts^

incciranlly make war upon them: from the attacks of the latter, however, nature has

taught them to preferve themfelves pretty cfte<Slual!y, by going in large droves of feldoni

lefs than a hundred at a time; but what animal (trength or fagacity can lulHciently guard

:igainft the power and addrefs of the former !

The nfnoflj, a creature of the fizfe of a cat, of an afli-colour, with two fmall horns, is

likewife very remarkable. It is faid to be the moft timid of all animals, being perpetually

in motion, ftarting at the leaft noife or breath of air, and never daring to (atisfy it's hun-

ger or thirft, without repeatedly quitting it's food or drink, and running as if it were pur-

fued : it's flefli has an exquifite flavour, and it's (kin is converted into bow-ftrings.

Among the wild animals already defcribed in other countries, aru the elephant, the

rhinoceros, the red buffalo, zebra, elk, lion, tygcr, leopard, bear, wild boar, wolf, fox^

civet-cat, ape, baboon', and ourang-outang.

Tame animals and domeftic fowls are likewife very plentiful, with all the di.Tercnt

fpecies of European game.

The land and fea-fowls are exceedingly numerous and beautiful. Among the former

are oftriches of an unufual magnitude; and large peacocks, the feathers of which are formed

into elegant umbrellas, and even enfigns and ftandards for the army of the king of An-
gola; with a variety of parrots, fome of- them not larger than fparrows, but (iiiely (haped,

and of very beautiful plumage. But the moft famous of all the aerial inhabitants of

this country arc thofc called the mufical birds; which arc rather larger than the canary-

•ii. )
•,'. ' bird,,i> ,i « H^-H »
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bird, and of various beautiful colours, fome being wholly red, and others green, white, or

black} but thcfc laft have the moll iiarmonious notes, which they fcein to modulate fo

as to refcmble the articulation of words.

This country is iijfcflcd with a variety of reptiles; and tinvcllers very roundly id'crt,

that fomc of the fcrpcnts are of fuch adouilhinL; magnitudo as to be capuble of Iwallow-

iiig a whole fliecp. Thefe accounts, however, may probably be exaggerated} but there

are certainly many monftrous and venomous fnakes, as well as fcorpion«, from which the

very dwellings of the natives are not exempt, being as commoi.ly infefied with thcfe noxious

cic.itures, :ii iiuropean houl'es with mice, rats, and other doiiicftic vermin.

The I'.irtuguefe having rendered this country famous by the promulgation of the Chrif-

tian religion, and the firm footing they have obtained in it, v/c fliall give a concife hillory

of thcfe events from the moll authentic records.

In the year 1484, John, King of I'urtugnl, fent Diego Cam, a man of an entcrprizing

genius, and the moft expert navigator in his fervice, to make difcoveries on the cnafl of

Afiica, farther to the fouth tliaii had been before attempted. Cam accordinf;iy fct fail;

and, endeavouring to double Cape Calalina, infeniibly fell into the lapid flreani of the

River Zaire; in which he had not proceeded far, before he perceived va(t numbers of peo-

ple, refembling thofe he had already beheld; who, approaching the banks of the river,

courleoudy prcfented him with fomc of their fruits and other refre(hmenis, which were

gratefully received, and fome fniall equivalent returned. Delighted with their apparent

docility, this navigator paid them the grcatefl: attention ; and endeavoured to difcovcr what

Uiodes of government they were fubjedt to, with the refidcncc of their fovereign. After

inuch dilliculty, he was at length given to undcrftand, that they were governed by a very

powerful prince, who rcfided but a few days journey from the coaft. On this intelli-

gence four or five of the Congocfe were engaged by piefents to conduA an cmbafly to

their court, with many articles of value, as prefents for uie king and royal family, to in-

duce him to enter into an .lUiance with the Vortngucfc. The pcrfons, however, fent

on this occiifion, exceeding the time that had been fixed on for their return, Cam failed

to Europe without them, carrying with him fome of the natives, as hoftagcs for the fafety

of his countrymen. During their voyage, the Congoefe made fuch furprizing progrcfs in

the I'oi tuguefe language, that on their arrival .it the court of King John they were caoa-

•ble of Informing his inajefty of feveral important matters relative to their country. This
lo delighted the Portugucfe fovereign, that he ordtrrii Cam next year to take them back

to Congo, loaded with prefents for themfelvcs and their king; whom he dclired them to

exhort, in his name, to become a convert to the true religion, and acknowledge the

Supreme God.

On Cam's fecond landing in Congo, he had the pbafure of finding his men fafe, who
had met with a very favourable reception at court. Soon after, a fplendid embalFy was

fent to the King of Congo, foliciting his fricndfliip; to the fiicccfs of which the repre-

fentations of his fubjcdts who had been in Portugal did not a little contribute. Accord-

ingly, an alliance was foon formed between the two nations; wiiich, though fometiincs

.interrupted by intervening contclls, has ucvcr yet been cntu' iy diflblvcd. Cam having

,
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vifitcti the coaft «« far as tlir twcnfy-fccond dogrrc of foiith lulitiide, fct nut with grfat

pomp to viilt the king, who icccivcil him with nil poflihlc rcCpciit; ami, nt hin ilrpartnrc,

nomin:it(-'l Z.uhut, one ot his nohtcx, who hail already hern in I'orttigHl, to arri)i))|iitny

hint in quality of nn\l)ii(V.ii!or to that court, for the purpofc of rri|iic(lin|5 his I'orfdjUK fc

MajiHy to fcnil hin\ fonif holy men, that iiimfclf ami fuhjcins might hr inOrudtoii in the

Chriltian faith. Several vming Congoefe likcwifc altrnJcd the amhalliulor, who was

charged with prcfcnts from hin court to that of Portugal. Thrfe were all inHrudlrd in

the principles of the Chrillian religion; and, after three years rrfidenee in I'ortugal, were

hapti/.id at Ikxa, where the court then rcfulcd, with the utmolt fplcndor and folemnity.

They were then fent hack to their own country, accompanied hy fevcral priefts; who, ar-

riving at the cityof Songo, fttuatcd on the River Zaire, under the command o( Rodcrigo

Souza, were all joyfully received, and foon made a convert of the governor of that pro-

vince, who was haptixcd hy the name of KmanucI, in compliinciit to the King ol I'ortu

gal's brother of the fame name. After this ceremony, Admiral S!(ou/a proceided diicdlly

to the court, where he met with the moft (1atte;ing attention. 'I'lic king was highly

pleafcd with the prcfcnts which were fent him, and particularly the facred utcnhls carried

by the prietls, for the reception of which he determined to build a magnificent church in

his capital. This edifice was no fooner iiniOicd, than the king and queen, with a great

numlKr of the nobility, received the rite of fpiritual ablution \ the king being named John,

und the queen Elconora, in honour of their I'ortuguefc maji fties, whofe ambafl'.idor af-

fifted at the ceremony, and the royal example w.i8 followed by many thoufands of their

fubjcils. The king being foon after obliged to fet out for the fuppreflion of a rebellion

in one of his prcvinces, Souza prefcnted him with a llandard, on which a crofs was em-
broidered, exhorting him to put his whole confidence in that Saviour whofe religion he

h.id now embraced. 'I'his expedition ended in a fignal viiHory; which the Congocfu

greatly afcribed to fupcrnatural alTiitance, and numbers of them accordingly renounced

the religion of their country, and embraccfl Chriftianity. Alphonfo, the king's cidell fon,

became a very zealous convert} but his younger brother, Panzo Aquitima, continuing

llrongly attached to the heathen fupcrfHtions in which he had been educated, not only

proved an irrcconcileabic enemy to the Portuguefe and their religion, but even prcvailca

on his father to apoliatizc, and to commence a perfccution againll all his converted fub-

Jcfts who ihould ncgletJl to follow his example. Alphonfo refilling both the caredcs

aud menaces of his illuHrious relations, was fhortly afterwards accufcd of trcafonabic

pratSliccs, and banifhcd to a remote province. But the injufticc of the acciifation againlt

Alphonfo being difcovered, the king lecalled him, and afligned him the government of

fome of the principal provinces of the empire; through which he endeavoured to difTcmi-

iiate the knowledge of Chriftianity, and even to enforce it's eftablifhment by the fcvcrcft

penalties. This exafpcrating his younger brother, who ftill prefcrved confidcrabic intcrcft

with his father, Alphonfo was ordered to appear at court, and give an account of his

conduifl; who, however, contrived to excufe himfelf, on account of the nccellary avo-

cations of his government, till his father's death, which happened foon after, when he

was proclaimed king with the ufual ceremonies. Immediately on this event, Panzo

marched
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miirchtil an army ilfsainA his brothcri whn, with n few Chriiliaii roldiciii, mid abniit forty

I'lirtii^ucJc, inlpircil with tho molt umlniiniiil rrluluiidii by the hahaviour of Alphoiil'u,

p^niiicd n romplcat vidury i diiving the miCuralilo brulhoi iiilu it vvooil, attended only by an

oil ».x|viicn((d oflircr, where he in reporlcd to have fi\|lcn iiil" n trap, plated thcip (or the

piirpolu ot'cntchini^ wild bralU, nnd to have died two ilay<) alter, cither frum the hurt hu

received on tliiHoeenfion, or Irtim hiHirridaixl del pair lU thcdiiappointmcnt of all hi^ hni)ci.

Alphnnlit now eiijiiyiiig nn urulilhnbcd nnd prufperoui rcign, promoted Chrillninity to

the utniiili oi hilt power I and, nlier fwiiyin^i; the fecptrc iipwaids of thirty yraiK, wat
• guthcrrd to hi* faihem,* iind left the i rown tu his Ion Dun IVdro. 't'hio prince likc-

wilediltinguiibcd hinirglf by hifi xotd I'or the rcli||i^ion of Chrili, and bin nttitchaiciit tu tho

I'tutiiniKlei but dyin({, after a Ihurt n i/rii, without illur, the « rown devolved on hit bro-

ther Kriuu-ifeo( from whom it delcended to his confVn J.)icKo, who alio dopattin)^ this life

without illuc, the l'')rtuj.'.ueri.', now become very nunuiiu") and powerful, from the indiiU

gentc^ till y had expi rienerd in fivcral fucceflivc reii»ns took tipon thcni to fill the throne

with a porfon of their own choiee. Km the piiiwics of the blood, the (jovcrnors of pio-

viiKCo, and the nil of the CoM(>()((e nobility, liiini; at this inl'ult oll'ired to their liberty,

their eonllitution, and government, immediately tonk tip arnc;, and txtcrmiilated ever/

])erlon who had joined in this eonl'piraey j exerpt the elery.y and milhooaries, whom a re-

vcience lor iheir leli^ion proteilled, thoui>li they were piobably the very perlons who bad

c)ii;tin,dly advifed t he obnoxious mealiiu,. I'lie native!) having by this terrible manacicefTec-

lually overthrown every attempt on their liberlicsjebcUd a new king-, and feiit an ambaliador

to Seballian, Kinj; of Portugal, who aceuled the I'ortiiguelb of fueh aiU of tyranny and

injuftiee, and fupported his ehargeq with fueh irrefragable evidence, that the I'ortugnelh

nionareh did not think proper to revenge the (laughter of his fubjedls, but liltcncd to ami-

cable terms of accominodation.

Soon after this, the Portugiirfe being difappointcd in their fcareh after (fi\n(^ rieh (jroltl

mines which were faid to be fitiiated in a remote part of Congo, the wealthicf^ «>f them

withdrew from this country j the Ccmgoefe at the court of J,i(bon began to fcol iho

infolcncc of unmerited ncgledlj and the moll earneft entreatiis for a (rc(h fupply of mif-

fionariet were anfwered by repeated delays. 'I he I'oitugui fe in Congo, however, boinjig

flill very numerous, after a length of time, they obtained the power of new-modelling tho

government, and of chufing a king: fince which time no extraordinary elForU have been

made to promulgc the Chridian dodlrines; for though a profelTion of them is fiiill con-

tinued, grofs ignorance and vice pervade every rank, and the, religion of the i;UiabiUnt9

confills only in a t'cwabfurd forms and ceremonies, partaking more of Pagan than of

Chriltian worfhip. i

Indeed, idolatry is dill very prevalent in a great part of the cotmtry> where they ac-

knowledge the cxillcncc of an omnipotent Being, whom they call Nviambian Pongu, but

imagine that he commits the care of all fublunary things to Aibor<linate deities, who prn-

fide over the various powers of nature. In the caftern parts of the kingtiom, where Pa-

ganifm is univerfal, the gangas, or pritlts, pretend to ih" gift of divinationj tu prevent

thctlTcft of charms^ and to relieve the difeafcd. A great cccl«iia(ticiil officer, (tiled

8 S Shalomc,
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i^halome, YrrtuWt orrr fac priofts mvl i* irpnnfcit «« « kin«l of jvipr, to whom ah tiM«-
tionisnu.loof ihr(it(Mniit«of tlico;irtli, ami |>rrlon»or ihrhijj.prtrrtnk nir n«t|vrmitHHl
«o ci\tci hishoiiTr, niuloi the (l-vn.Jl |KiuItic!>, without |H'in>i(lion,tMon (oiu.* vnv tUj^rnt

occafion. Aiuonjt othciCiiiicillituMis notionn which the iirtlivm cHtntnin ot ihi« hi|ih-

l>ticl>, ihcrc \s our in p«it\i\il.ir which nuill conlithrahly lollbn ihnt plcnruK- ittnl liaiMac-
lion which their cxti,\orilinary vrnnntion iiu|)ht othorwili' p,ivi hiini iiiitl il\iit i<t no other,

than an itioa th.tt hr i'« cither rxrnipt\'»l from a natural \\<a\\\^ vt that (liouM he ilic like

other mm the worl»l wouM in»n\ciliiitcly he at an c\u\\ and lo pirvcnt thin latter caliu\ti(v»

no Cooncr is his lite in>l;\n(\cr, either from a^e or ilifcnlc, than hin riiccelliir i* onieicti tv>

(lil'patch him with his own hanil|iiiimeiliAU'ly after which he luvcectli lo thiii clwalcd but
pivcarious olUcc.

External worfltip i* never prairtifei!, except at the new moon, or on particular ocrn-.

lion* appoinlcti Vy the Shalome) when the people flllnnblc, mtd concluilir the prelcrilicil

rcixmonic* with fcallinj), mufic, ami tiancing.

The aboiigincs wci« in j^cncral Mack
i but, fince their intprmarrin(>f« with the

Portujjuel'c, the native bur fcnns to be cbanp,eil, ami many «>f thi iti are at pn fcni of nil

olive colour, 'rhcu hair is black ami woolly, their rye* a\o of « lively black, ninl llii /

have not cither the Hat nofes or thick lips of the negro race. 'I'hey are in {.general ol a
miJ«)lc llatutc} ami, thoujvh c«>nrulciablv «laiker, veiy much relembte the I'ortnj^ucro,

The Congodcaic chaiavierijAAl as a miM, courteous, anil allable piopir, open to con-*

vi»!lion, anil quick it\ apprchenl'toni but at the f'RWW linu- prouil, liliiiliiious, ami reven^'.e-

ful, frcijucntly poifoning one another on the lln;htc{l provocation, thougli they know that

Jcath is theceitain conrcquei\cc of iletci'l ion.

Hclore the arrival of the IVrtu^iuefe, the natives wore a piece of palnt-liee cloth roiniif

their waills, which ivacheil to thtir knees j hanging before them, by way «)f ornanwnt, the?

(kins of icveral animals in lorm of aprons. The women hail three kimis of apiuns, of ilif-

fetrnt ilimcnfions, the la'j^cll of which icachcil to their heels, ami was fiinj^eil all imiml.

Thcv wore alio I'mall caps, which were likewifc nfevl by the other (exj but tholi' mmles

of ditfs are in general become obfolctc, th« belter fort ol both frxcs iinitatiiif); the IVntii-

guefe, while the vulgar alone, through necclHfy, ailhcre to their piimitivi- manner.

The Congswtif principallv lublill on iiuils, giain, toots, ami pul('( j their lonnnon be-

verage being water, or at bell oitly palnt-wiiic. They are natin.illy atlaihcil tu fellive

meetings, which they contmonly celebrate in the evenings, fealing thrmfclves on the

crafs in a ring, ami having a large wooilcn ililh placed before thcm( the rlih fl perfon in

the company prefenting each Ihaic with great exacHncfs, that no one may have «au((' to

murmur, or complain of difrefpciil} and il any (Irangcr comes in the way, he is invited to

join the ring without ceremony. Thcfc fcalls, which arc generally held in commenioru-

tion of fomc particular event, arc always conduced with gn at propriety ( love-fongs, in-

iUumcntal muilc, and dancing, concluding the whole, when the guclls retire without iha

fmallcd tJegrcc of ebricty or difordcr.

The principal amufcmrnts arc nuific niid dancing: and, in the latter, they arc rcinaik -^

abit
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«Mi» foi ilifli thkI tiltfciVHiuc tif iiii\(M »l\:tii|Ji \\w rmmn, \vl\rlln'i vncrtl oi Innitiinin-

Inl, l< nni vci V I .i|t(i\ Kiiiift to ttn t' tiiii|ii'iiii i iii,

riu' IViUkijiiirl* mi|»linl vrmiii'siv i*" mlnpii'd liv «lu' mnvril* In V.'luiHliinit)'j I'til im

|ii'ililiiliiin<i iiiii pii'vnil nti (he itioll icligii<ii^ i'oii^nrrr intlinliK to intiuiiur (Itu nilttiiii

III ki'i'iMii|t n« \\\.\\\y niillirlli'^ it^ llnii i iiriii«Hlniui^ will riinlilr llwiii In inniiilniii.

Aii<Mn|v thr l\i|>.iii nntlvrq, \vli> n n >riini^ lOiiii i^ iiliilvcil in iniHiv« l«' l< niU rt tiii*l('ltt

lit tilt' tt'l:\liitit< III ll\t> li'iiiiili' III lii^ilinit<, iiiriiiii|iiiiiiiil liy ii nip iil |iiliii wlni', llit>

itiiiikiii|; III witiili i« (ititliili (I'll MR !i |iiiiiil III ii|ipiiiliiiiiiiii. Ill- tlicii linninliiitt'lv viliH

till' iiiiu'iilN, Hitiiiiliil liy lii< nvvK liiniiUi iiml, hiving ii'irivnl »lir liiii|i< limn llii* limiiN

III lii-t nrilicll ii'liitliin, i uniliii'li liri <ii \\\% nwii l\iiiili>, wlu'D' lu> livi'H will) lici (ill lie il

('itti!«lii-il n< (u licr litiitliilnrr^, lti<r itiiliilliy, niul (i'IIi|h'i t mul il Dip liiN in ciilicr df (Itele

ini|<iii(iiitt t|iiiil^lirilliiin«, iiilci it (li.il nl two ni llliir yoiit«, lir> Kliiiiiq lui (n lui |iiitiMit<i,

nn<l Itin turl'iMil i<« irilninl: Imt i| ilio liiili iip|ii'iii< In tiii|iiniili' in liiiiil< II, llic |iii'l> iil

is liitliili'il. riic WKiiiiiii, liDwivi I, \'* iml iiinliilti((l nq luiiiji in tin' IimII injiiiiil |iy lliin

iiiU'trinirrct tii'i line* ihiri'iilmi Ini wliii II llif wnq n liiiiinl «i|iriBli' iimili to liiir ililml

v;ini 11)11, itq ilii' iq ^l'tlnlllly liinii iiliii l^ikiii mi lii.il liy lonu' xiliii |ii'i|iin.

Iliii lliiiiilil tlif iiiiiii, iiliri I iijiiviii|i fill il liillliit'hl linii' nil tlip iiu|ili:il iiiivilc^rn, nt

liill vcittiito tin tyin^ dtt' inilillulnliU' kiml, lii> invilcq tin- ii'liitiiiiiii nl Imlli liiloq In rrlf-.

liinlo the wnlilittjit wlirn iill puKifq npprni in tliiii iimll ImiiptiKHH ippiitti, nml /ill \]\i*

nil with 11111(1,1 .iliil.ilii'im mill »s|iirlliiiim III jny. 'Ihi' « in ninny \<k lnllnwi'il I'V nn ili'(ii«iit

ii.ini|iirl, wliiili (.nniiiuinly (iintiiiiirq (ill Inn lit, m lalliri iin Inii^ us tin- |iiitvilMiiiq himI

I i|norq litll.

'I'lu' hiillirtiitl mill wilt', liy invminlilr iiiflom, liBvn tlicii iIHTikmI ili-pnilMirnMi fur iht*

imn priliiMiKnn >' nl whit It im i Kiiilr' iq tiilniillcil. 'I'lii* IiiiIIihiiiI'h liiiliiicis iq to riiinidi

|iiil^iii|i mill t liMlliin(r Ini liiq will- iiml (liiMicn, In piiinc llic (H'i.'h, timl liMiillct't llin

|iiilnt-\vini': (hut of i hi' wilt-, tn pinviitc riiml Ini tlii'lriinily, miilw^it on lui liii(lMiiil)it niriilfi.

'I'lii' ilt'iiil iiii< iniliiliil ill (iiKiiii cinlli, oi lliiiw iiMlq, mid hiiiiiil in llii' lit lilq, vvlicio

(III (iMvi'q mr ililliii)Mii(li('il I'illit'i hv iliiiiwin^r up InlU nl rmdi nvii llii'in, tlir horn til

<tiitii' hinll hrili^ pliiiiil (in (Im (np nl rm h, nt liy iiiiliiitJi plmi(Hliiiii<i ni lier^ riiiiiKl (liciii.

All niiiku nintiin ci^hl ilnyq lot tlnii ili'triilril icInlioiiRi iili(liiiiiiii|( liiiiii fonil, mnj cnii-

lininp, (111 inrclvrq ii( linitK! Ini ^jihi pm( ol (hr tinie : they iillit (Iihvc (heir liciidq, iinnint

(hi it ImiliiM with nil, mid inh llii niMvrq with I'Hith, dull, or Icnviq, whicli fiivcq (liciii M

very liiiidillit iippcHrmuc. Widiiwn, hnwcvcr, mic iihli|>i'd (o riihiiiit In h miiicIi longer

fiilnlinii liniii the wnilil; ( Ipri i.illy nl cniirt, niid in pninilniiq pimcq, where il would lie

thnnj'Jit cxlirnu ly iiidecciil Inr any liiili k'iiiiilo<i to uppcHr ptililicly in liis than h yi^»t^ iiiiJ

cvi'M (hen ntherwilc (Iwtn in hhiik.

Itnl )i nioll inliunimi pi.ti'liic prrv!iilq in (his miiiiMyi (lin()< wlin Hp|ii'iir on the vcrgn

(if I'Irriiity, .18 well hs the hipJi-pricU or Khntnine iilieiidy inriiliniicd, heinir nriialiy dif-

pateliol, iindrr iIk! iileit (hat (hey mo i^oin^, linin a trnnhlernnie lifi' iiiln a Kate of ever-*

lalHii){ rclicily: limn whence iq inleried, (iin( (he mod ( hHii(alile odien (hut emi lie per-

formed fnr (hcirdyin^ i'ricndN, in (o taiinc h ihciii (pccdily iiitu the laiiil of red, hy fhorioii'-

ji)|( the Ouruiiun vii' their tcmpurul iiiikry.

la
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In learning and Tcirnce they are as ignorant as it is poflTtble to conceive, not having an/

characters to cxprcfs thcmfelves in writing, and of courfe neither records lior hiftories.

They compute their years by the winter fcafons, their nnonths by the full-moon, and their

days by the appearance of the fun; but they arc totally ignorant of hours, or any inferior

divifions of time.

Thoft artificers are moftefteemed who arc capable of working in ironj not from the ex-

traordinary ufe made of this metal, but from a tradition that the firft blackfmith was ele-

vated to the throne of Congo : and yet, notwithftanding this honorary diftin£lion, the Con-
goefe have made fuch little improvement in the art, that any European would imagine it

was but very recently introduced among them.

The weavers are ftill lefs perfeiSl than the fmiths; and yet the curious works' they per-

form by means fo uncommonly /implc, are AifTicient to excite our aflonifliment and ad-

miration.

Their joiners and carpenters produce the moft clumfy articles imaginable; though thcv

employ double the time in conftru6ling any of their aukward performances which would

be necefTary to render them perfciSl, if they had proper tools, and were fufliciently ac-

quainted with their ufe.

In Hiort, every mechanic, however advanced in years or experience, appears by his pro-

dui^ions to be only a learner: not the fmalleft ingenuity is perceptible in their utenfils,

huts, boats, or vehicles for carriage; which laft articles are all borne on the flioulders of

flaves, however great the diftance, or indifferent the roads. The rich, indeed, commonly

travel in a kind of palanquin, or rather hammoc, carried by two ftout flaves, who are re-

lieved at proper intervals; the mafter lolling at his eafc, fmoaking, fleeping, or vacantly

{taring about him.

Travelling, however, is far from commodious or agreeable, even in it's moft improved

flate: being wholly performed by flaves, it is excefllvcly expenfive; and the badnefs of the

roads, the rapidity of the rivers, and the prodigious numbers of wild beafts, render it equally

tedious and dangerous.

The huts in this country are generally low, ill-built, and of a circular form, being

raifed with wood and mud, and poorly thatched with ftraw or fern, which barely ferve

to keep out the fun or rain. They have no other admifHon of light than by the doors,

which are ufually fo low, that the flrortcft perfon muft ftoop to enter them; and even in

the huts themfelves a tall man can hardly ftand upright. However, in St. Salvadore, the

capital, and fome other towns, the houfes are more fpacious and elegant; being white-

wafbed both internally and externally, and divided into various apartments, the floors of

which are covered with curious matting.

The furniture of the Congoefe is adapted to their houfes; confifting principally of a few

iII->:ontrived inftruments of agriculture, hatchets, cutlaffes, calabafhes to hold their prs-

vifions,pots, kettles, earthen difhes, and hand-mills for grinding their corn. Their mofl

fumptuous beds are large coarfe fackcloths, filled with ftraw or leaves, over which they

throw a flight covering, fmall blocks tf wood ufually fupplyingthe place of pillows.

The Portuguefc, indeed, live after the European ftile, in well-built houfes, fur-

nilhed with aconflderable fliare of elegance; yet ttieir example appears to have had but

little
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irctlr eflTcA on the nativeii who, either from pride or indigence, continue partial to their

original modrt of building and doineftic oeconomy . The palaces of moft of the princes atid

viceroys are, however, adorned with large and fplendid umbrellas, and even ornantental

European furniture, fuch as piAures, looking-glafles, chairs, china, and cabinetS{ while

the inferior nobility, unable to purchafe thefe expenHve articles, either content thcmfelves

with fome humble imitation, or afie^l to defpiiie them, with a truly philofophic pride, at

unworthy the attention of elevated minds.

Having given this general account of the accommodations of the natives, we (hall pro-

ceed to furnifli the reader with a particular defcription of St. Salvadore, the metropolis

of the kingdom, anciently known by the name of Banza Congo. This city ftands on a

very high hill, about a hundred and fifty miles from the fea, in fourteen degrees twentyv-

five minutes eaft longitude, and in five degrees fouth latitude^ including a fpace of about

two leagues in circumference. It is fhaded by a variety of fruit-trees, and commands a

delightful pro(peA of an extenfive furroundin^ country as far as the eye can reach. The
monarchs of Congo chofe this fituation from it's being almoft inacceffible by an enemy^

the River Zaire winding along on the eaft fule at the bottom of the mountain, where the

afcent is very fteep; and even the approach,, though broad, might be defended by a very

few againft great fuperiority of numbers.

The air is ferene ami healthy; and,, as the city is ftrongly fortified by nature,, there a.ne

no walls, except on the fouth fide. The ftreets, which generally run in ftraight lines, are

very fpacious; but the houfes being built of ftraw, except thofe belonging to the Portu/*

guefe, their appearance has very little of the magnificent.

The royal palace is an extenfive building, furrounded by a fquare wall chiefly compofed

of ftraw, of which article the inner apartments are likewife conftru£led; but this rude

finilhing is concealed by hangings and elegant mats. The inner court,.which contains

feveral gardens adorned with arbours, alleys, and pavilions, makes a very pleafing ap-

pearance.

This city has tea churches, of which feven are in the town, and three within the

limits of the palace^ and the Jefuits had formerly a handfome college, where four of

them were conftantly engaged in teaching the Latin and Portuguefe languages, and in-

ftru£ling the natives in the firft principles of the Chriftian faith. Notwithftanding the

very elevated fituation of this place, it is well fupplied with, frefli water by. two fountains;

and there is & large market, where all forts of provifions are plentiful and cheap. Near

the market-place ftands the Portuguefe quarter of the city, which is about a mile round,

enclofed by a very, thick wall, and furniflied with gates, though they are neither fliut nor

guarded.

The government of this country U truly defpotic, the king not only commanding the

lives, but even the property of all his fubje£ts : he is the fole proprietor of. all lands

within his dominions, which he confers on whom he pleafes, refervingan annual tribute

to himfeVf V on. failure of the payment of which, and not unfrequently to gratify a favou-

nte minii'^er, or even miftrefs, the old pofTeflbrs are tuincd out, and the oieft affluent tom&t

limes seduced to a ftate of beggary.

ax . TJic
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The eftablifhcd rule of fuccelTion is partly hereditary and partly ekflive. No pcrfoH

can aCccml the throne whole Uncage is not dci i vabic from the hlood-royal } but whcehcr \k

be of a nearer or more remote kiiidrcJ to the Inft monarch, by the male or female fide, born

of a wife or concubine, arr circumftanccs which neither proiiuxc lior Icfl'.M his inieri-ft}

and thiMi fore a number ot' competitors generally appear, though the c^tioicc nfually falls on

him who has moit friends, or is at the head of moll forces, provided he be of the catholic

f.iiih, which is ct)nfiil(.'r(Hl as an Icnlial qualification for the crown.

When the choice is determined, the grandees of the realm are fummci.cd to meet ©n a

plain near St. Salvadorc, tiom whence they proceed in great pomp to the « .ithedral ; where,

after the prolate has expatiated on the duties ofa monarch, and tht tliflicitiiics of hm {lationt

he at lall informs his audience, that himfelf and the other ciciflors, having impartially

weighed the different claims and merits of the rcfpccJtive caiulidatrs, have nominated fuch

a one to the R'gal dignity. The ufual oaths are then Bdminillered to the new-thtStcd fo*e-

rrign, which he pronounces with a loud voice; the bifliop then cumludls him to the throne,

and putting tltc royal (landard into his hand, and the ctown on his hcatl, the whole affcmbly

prollrate themfdves before their king, and with loud arclatrtaiions, accompanied by the

I'ound of martial inftrumcnts, exprcfs their concurrcnc. and coiigrntulatioiis.

The moft remarkable ceremonies which follow the king's coronation, arc his publitly

blcffing the people, and granting the invcditurc of the principal ports and fiefs in his

rc-ilms. The day fixed for the firft of thcfc ceremonies is proclaimed with extraorditlJUy

pomp and feftivity, by the firing of artillery, and the found of mufical inllruments. •"• '

On the day appointed, the monarch appears in great fplcndor, furroundcd by the g*.

vernors of provinces, the nobles of his kingdom, liis gu:irds, officers', and attendants, all

magnificently drrflcd. An immenfe concourfe of people afi'embic in a fpacious plain, iH

the centre of which, on an eminence, is raifed a ftatcly throne, covered with a canopy,

•from which. he can behold the mtiltitudcof grandees who fnrround him. If he perceives any

peiftins prefeiit who have btcn unfortunate enough to incur his difpl^afure, hciixes his eye

ilcdfalily upon them, and orders them to be driven from his fight, as wretches unworthy

of the royal blelling; when the populace, emulous to fluw their xral for their fovereign,

immediately lay violt nt hands on the obnoxious perfons, and drag them out of the aflembl^

with every mark of inJignity, feldom differing them to cfcape alive.

Thefe unhappy men being removed, the king addreiUs himfelf to the reft of thi people;

exhorting them to pcrfevere in their allegiance, and promrfing to recomprnfe their loyalty

with his favour and jirotciflion. Then rifing fiom his throne, 'he multitude proftratft

themfelves before him, and receive his benediction; not by wouls, but by a peculiar

expanfion of his arms over them, accompanied with an undcfcribable .notion of his fin«

gers, wbich is returned by the moft vociferous cxprcflionsof joy, and the ceremony clofct

with the found of various nnifical inftrumcnts, and thi^ difcharge of artillery. Thofe who
furvive the difgrace of bciitg excluded from the royal benediiHion, are regarded with hor-

ror and contempt; till, by intcreft or prefcnts, they are ciiablcd to rcgaitl the afFciEtion oi

their fovcreign, when his blefling obliterate; all their fomcr ignominy.

The ceremony of granting invcfliturcb is performed with a fimilar difplay of fplendfir;

l"h«
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*I*he king be?f* fcated on his throne, around him lie proftrate a ntirticwus crowd of can-

didates fur honours or ciiioluincnts. At the third difchargc of artillery the fiippliants

are conduced in order to the foot of the tiironc, attended by all their friends and relations

in their moft fplcndid drcfs: there kneeling down, the primc-miniftcr delivers the grants;

which bcincj received with indications of the dccpeft fubmiflion, the king expatiates on

the grcatncfs of the fiivours he has conferred, the conditions on which they are beflowet),

and the duties thofc who have been fo highly honoured arc in confcqucncc bound to per-

form. In conformity to thcfc precepts, they take a folcmn oath, and proflrations, clapping;

of hand!*, and grateful acclamations, conclude the bufincfs.

The king and his court, who imitate the Portugucfc, live and drcfs in a very fumptuoui

manner. Dignified attendants, guards, and muficians, conftantly attend the fovereign on

«vcry public «)ccafinn ; and iiis court cohfifts not ttnly of the officers of his houfliolil, but of

all the governors of his kingdom, his generals, and militni y officers. He has alfohis auditors,

judges, coimfeliors, and fc'-ttariesj who/c bufincfs, however important and intricate, is

foon difpatched, Iwcaufe every thing is tranf.iftcd in a verbal and fulnmary manny:
yet the multiplicity of aft'.iirs oblige them to appear frequently before him; and as few of

them can read or write, his decifions niji'l be received by word of mouih, and conveyed to

the parties intcrcned by perlons of approved fidelity, entrufted with fomc unqueftionablc

token that what they report perfeftly coincides with the royal will.

Though the king is not frohibited from keeping as many concubines as he picafcs, he

is only allowed one wife, who is (tiled miltr'-fs of the women, and fuperintends the

<economy of the whole fcraglio. Before he enters into the nuptial conlradt, a tribute \t

levied throughout his kingdom, which is applied as a dowry for the lady of his choice;

bcfidcs which, on the wedding-day, proper officers arc appointed to mcafurc the length

and breadth of every bed belonging to his fubje£ls, when the owners arc taxed at a certain

rate for every fpan. As foon as the marriage-ceremony is performed, the queen is con-

duced to her apartnlents in the royal palace, accompanied by thofc young ladies who arfe

deftincd to be her companions, where paftimcs of various kinds employ the principal part

of their future days.

The military forces of Congo arc neither numerous nor wcll-difciplirtcd; yet tlicy are

obligud to appear at prcfcribed mufters, their ckercife being principally direj.Ud to the

ufe of dcfcMfive wcaponR, and to the protedlion of their bodies from the niiffivc w»e3pon«

of the enemy. The grand review is c nRantly made on St. James's day, when the vaflal

;>rinccs ami governors bring their offeririgs to the king, anu receive his benediiVion in the

manner already dcfcribcd.

VVhen engaged in aftual fcrvice, the Congoefc always endeavot.r to attack their enemy in

a fpacious plain, where they begin the ortfet with a fury that wh:)ll) irecludes thepoffibility

of order or regularity. The engagement gcncrnlly continues wiiu inveterate obfli'iacy,

ti'l fomc of the troops on one fide give way; when the reft of «He pany immediately fly,

the officers in vain attempting to rally them. After the conquerors h^'c purfucd thtf

fu.'itive:; as far as poffible, they return and plunder their camp, fcizing all the men, wo-
olen, and children, whom they biiind asilAVcs, and difpofc of to the Kuropeatii, Few
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of the wounded Airvive; for the weapons being poifoned^. death cenllantly enfues, unUii^

ibmc powerful antidote is fpeedily applied.

Among the Congoefe three of&nces only: are deemed capital ; treafon, murder, and

forcery. The will of the fovereign determines the puniihment of the traitor, which is

generally the forfeiture of his head and eftate. The murderer, likewife, is inftantly de-

collated, unlefsfbme aggravating circumflifinces render a more exemplary death necefTary, or

the relations of the ueceafed requeft a feverer punifhmenti in which laft. cafe the criminal is

generalFy delivered up to them, anddifpofed of according to their pleafure. The p/etended

crime of forcery is expiated by burning alive ;,and this dreadful punifliment, we are credibly

informed, is dill very frequently enforced among the Pagan- natives.

Adultery is rot confidered as any very important offence: the gallant is obliged to give

the hufband the value of a flave, and the woman to fubmit to afk par<lon; on- failure of

thislaft requifition, a divorce is fued for, which is obtained, without difficulty from the Por-

tuguefe priefl.

For the prevention and punifhment of more trivial offences, the baflinado, whipping,,

ifnes, and imprifonment, are ufed} the two former being generally the lot of the poorer

culprits only.

The chief commodities imported by the Pbrtuguefe into this <jountry>,. are ekher the

produce of Brazil, or the manufactures of their own country } and, in return, the Cont-

goefe export fuch prodigious numbers of flaves to America, that fome calculate thent

at fifteen thoufand. annually. Many,, however, die on their pafTage: nor, indeed, is this

greatly to be wondered at,, when we confider the inhuman manner in which thefe mi"

lerable creatures are treated during their voyage; fevenor eight hundred* being frequent! jr

fiowed in the hold of a fingle fhipi where they have fcarce room to fhift themfelves from

one fide to.another, having no other proviftons than horfe-beans with water, and frequently

labouring under a. complication of difordcrs, fuperadded to that perturbed f^ate of mind

which unavoidably takes place from the gloomy profpei£t of ending their days in- unpitied

fervitudc.

But, dreadful a» thefe fenfations and expeAatibns mufl be, they are flill heightened by a
firange notion, that thofe who are fold for flaves are butchered immediately on their land*

ing in America: where their bones are burnt and calcined to make gunpowder; and their

flefh, fat, and marrow, exprefTed into an oil,, which they fuppofe to be the only fort the

Europeans import into Africa..

Thefe inbred notions of horrid barbarity are fo fTrmly rooted, that the dread of being

fent to America is in general fufKcient to deter the mofl darings and render them per-

£e£lly obfequious to the will of their fuperiors.

Angola, called by the natives Dombo, is bounded on the north by Congo, on the eaff

by Malemba or Majemba, on the fouth by Benguela, and on the wefl by the ocean.

The Dande and Coanza are the mofV csnfiderable rivers in this kingdom. It is, how-
ever, in general well watered, the foil' being fertile in various forts of grain, pulfe, ancf

fruits, and enriched with m:r.;s of filver, copper, and other metals..

The inhabitants in their drefs and external appearance flrongly refbmble the Con*.

joefe already defcribed.. In their difpofltions they are intolerably indolent, and their

nner
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inannef of living is indelicate and rude; thfy prefer the flefli of dogs to that of any other

animal, fattening thefe creatures, and publicly expoftng their flefli to fale.

The natives of Angola are divided into four clafles: the nobility; thofe called children

of the doninion, who are principally tradcfmen and artificers} the flaves of the grandees;

and (laves taken in war.

Polygamy is allowed in it's utmoft latitude : the firft wife, however, is efleemed fuperior

to the reft. The mother of a child is not permitted to cohabit with her hufband till it's teeth

begin to appear; when the friends and acquaintance of both fexes carry the infant in their

arms from houfe to houfe, accompanied with vocal and inftrumental mufic, foliciting

fome trifling gift, which is feldom refufed.

The ordinary rules of domeflic ceconomy are reverfed in this country: the men flaying

at home, and employing themfelves in fpinning and weaving; while the women tranfad

all out-door bufmefs, and provide for the w^nts; of their families.

The dead, being carefully waflied, and drefTcd in n.w cloaths, are carried to their

graves, or rather vaults, where they arc placed on feats of raifcd earth, with many trin-

kets and other infignificant articles round them. The more opulent fprinkle the earth

•with blood, and make libations of wine, in remembrance of iheir deccafed friends.

Angola is at prefent wholly independent of the King of Congo; though it was fubjedl

to that monarchy till about the middle of the fixtcenth century, when one of the nobhs,

named Angola, with the afliftance of the Portuguefc, made himfclf king of this country,

and eftablifhed a feparate government.

The military difcipline of Angola and Congo is nearly the fame; both nations ufually

fighting on foot, dividing their army into feveral fquadrons, and regulating their motions

by the found of mufical inflruments, according to the direction of the captain-general, who
places himfelf in the centre, from whence he ilTues his orders to th.? muficians.

St. Paul de Loandoj which is the capital of this kingdom, the refldence of the fovereign,

and one of the moft confiderable fettlements of the Portuguefe on this fide of Africa, is

fituated on the Ifle of Loando, being twelve miles long, three quarters of a mile broad, and

lying in 8 degrees 45 minutes fouth latitude.

This is a populous and elegant city; containing three thoufand houfes built of flone,

and covered with tiles, befidcs an infinite number of mean habitations pofTefTed by the ne-

groes, and having an excellent harbour, defended by a flrong fort. The Jefuits have a

college in this metropolis, and there are various religious eftablifliments; but the want of

frefh water is an inconvenience which no other advantages of fituation can by any means

compenfate.

Though the Portuguefe have confiderable influence in the councils of this nation, they

do not appear to pofTefs that unlimited power which they certainly hold in Congo; not

being able to prevent the Dutch and Englifh from trading with the natives, and annually

'purchafing great numbers of flaves, the principal trade of this country.

Bengueta, which next falls under our conftderation, is bounded by Angola on the north)

by the kingdom of Mataman on the fouth ; and by the ocean on the weft.

' The chief rivers in this diflridlarethe Longo or Moreno, the ^jca, the Catonbella,

theGubororo, theFarfa, theCutembo, and the great river Cuneni; all of them diredling

their courfes from eafl to weft.

8 U The

mi



7M AT R;l C A. ; ... .:

The climate is ss unfavoBrable to £uro|^ari conftitationt asiiu^y oti the wholo face of
the globe; their countenances conftantly wearing the moft death-like palenefs, and few
living ta accumulate fortunes, the ardent defire of which can alone induce any one to

fettle here. i . i . j /

The natives bind the flcins of wild beads round their waifts, and weac rdws of beads

about their necks. I'heir weapons of defence are darts headed with iron, bows, and ar-

rows. The women adorn their necks with large copper collars, wearing rings of the fame

metal round their legs. Their waids are covered with a kind of cloth made of the bark

of the infandie tree; and which, indeed, forms their only eloathing.

Old Benguela, the capital of this kingdom, is fituatcd in lo degrees 30 minutes fouth

latitude, giving name to a province of confiderable extent alorig the coatt. The Portu-

gucfe have creeled a fort in this city, furroundcd with a ditch and pallirndes,,and fhaded

with various beautiful fruit-trees. The bay, Which lies to the fauth> is about twoleagues

broad at the entrance, but is incommoded by a fand-bank, which obliges {hips to cail

anchor at the diftance of a league from the town. < ^'/N-* ^ji.w^v iv'.; < i ;« ,1^:4.- 1^

To the fouth of Old Benguela, and about fifteen leagues from that city, (lands the town

of Manikicongo, which is large, populous, and well fupplied with oxen, hogs, and other

cattle.

Mataman, or Matapan, is only an cxtcnfive, arid waite, adjoining to Benguela, not con<-

taining any towns, and having very few inhabitants. In endeavouring to defcribe this

country, we only meet with confufcd, ridiculous, and romantic accounts; and in our re-

fearches after truth are furfcited with fiAions, and difgufted with ftories of nations of Ama-
zons and Cannibals, perpetually at war with each other, in whofe Hiambles the limbs ofthe

Captives are expofed to fale, and who bury their children alive, and recruit their armi-is witit

the ftouteft of their captives. Such are the abfurd reprefontations of the Portuguefe writers*

who about two hundred years ago pretended to defcribe this country: and a^ no European

nation has ever yet fettled fa£loriesin this unpromifing diflri^t, we at prefent look in vain

for any relations which carry with them the fmalleft appearance of probability.

li iv
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AN I AN. ri :'th

THIS country is bounded on the north by the Gulph of Babelmandel; on thecaft h/
the Indian Ocean; on the fouth by Zanguebar; and oh the w^ftby Abyillnia, and

tegions unknown; extending from the 12th degree of north latitude to the equator.

The fituation will fufHciently indicate the climate to be exceffively hot; and in many
places the country is one continued fandy defart, particularly on the eaft, where it pro-

duces neither corn nor fruits, and very few animals; but the northern parts are fertile,

and the natives numerous as well as commercial.
, j

Along the north coaft, t.he people are moft^y white, with long black hair,.but afiumc a

.,,. HWfO
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ffiore tawny appearance towards the fouth. The Arabs conftitutc the moftnumtpoui body

of the natives } many nogroos, however, live and intermarry with them, and are reckoned

a very brave and warlike race.

This trad is divided into feveral extenfivc kingdoms} the mod conftderable of which

are Add, Magadoxp, and Brava.

Adel is bounded on the north by the Straits of Babelmandcl; and contains feveral cities,

the principal of which are Zcila and Barbora. ,

The city of Zcila is fituatcd in a fpacious bay to the fouth-eaft of the mouth of the

Straits of Babclmandcl, in ii degrees lo minutes north latitude, and 44. degrees 35 mi-

nutes cafl: longitude from London. It is a regular and populous place, and carries on a

lucrative trade, the haven being very commodious ; but the foil is fandy and barren, and all

the frcfli water is fetched from the diftarice of two miles.

'! Barbora ftands at the botloin of a bay, on an ifland of the fame name: it is a very

powerful commercial lival of Zeila, and is much frequented by foreign merchants. The
ifland is extremely fertile, and produces abundance of corn and fruits for exportation.

The principal trade of this country conlifts in gold-duft, elephants teeth, frankincenfe,

and negroes; which, being carried to the port of Zeila, arc bartered for cotton cloth, filk,

linen, and various perfona! decorations.

The Adelites are charaAerisied as a brave and warlike people, diftinguifliing themfelvcs

in the moit eminent manner by their contefts with the Abyffinians, who are infinitely thoir

inferiors in valour and difcipline.

Magadoxa, the next moil confiderable kingdom on the coaft of Anian, lies to the fouth

of Adel, and extends to the coaft of Zanguebar.

The capital of this kingdom obtains the fame name, and is fituated at the head of !C

large bay, formed by the mouth of a '. iver which has an annual inundation Amilar to that

of the Nile. This is a place of confiderable trade, being much refortcd'to from the coun-

tries of Arabia, India, and many other parts; from whence the merchants import cotton,

filk, ftufFs, and drugs, which they exchange with the natives of Magadoxa for gold, ivory,

wax, and other produ£lions of their country.

Thefe people vary in their complexions, from white to deep black, but they all fpealc

the Arabic tongue. The king and principal grandees of the kingdom profe& the Maho-
metan rc'ligiot), which likewife nominally prevails among the vulgar, but few of them

know any thing about the peculiar tenets of their (e€t.

On the fouthern extremity of Magadoxa, is the Republic of Brava, which is an unique

on this continent. It was founded by Seven Arabian Brothers, who fled thither to avoid

the tyranny of Lacah, a petty fovereign of Arabia Felix; and is certainly a moft de-

lightful and convenient iituation, being a narrow country, confined on e»ch fidi: by a river,

or rather by two branches of the fame ftream. <mwiti>fi>ii i' "

This republic is of very inconfiderabie extent, and it's chief dependence is on the trade

of it's capital, which lies at the mouth of a river about one degree to the north of the

equator. This city is large and well inhabited, chiefly by merchants, who carry on a lu-

crative and extenftve trade in gold, filver, filk, cotton, elephants teeth, drugs, and gums.

.... > The
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7H AFRICA.
The houfes sire fpaclous «nd eleganr, nml doth the city and repuUlic ire under ihe'so*

vernment of twelve m«giftratc»,clcdlcd from the principal fumilicBof the original foundrmi
to whom the difpcnfation of jtiflice and the regulation of affairs are wholly committed.

I'he native*, though Mahometans, arc under the protc^ionof his Portugucfc majefly, t«

whom they pay a fmall annual tribute.

C II A P. IX.

ZANGUEBAR.
ZANGUEB AR, including Kofola, occupies a large extent of thecaftcrn coaft of

Africa, reaching from the equator to 23 degrees fouth latitude, and from 34 to 4.0

degrees eaft longitude from London. It is bounded on the north by Aiiian, ; the ea((

by the Indian Ocean, on the fouth by CaffVaria, and on the welt by Moncmugi and the

unknown parts of Africa; and is divided into fevcral kingdoms, whofc names are, Melinda,

Mombazc, or MombazaQiiiloa, Mofambiquc, and Sofub} all which arc tributary to the

Portugucfc, though governed by many black princes.

This country would be intolerably hot and barren did not the annual rains and rc-

frcflting breezes from the fca, with the numerous rivers which interfci^l it, ferve to cool

the air, and fertilize the foil. It was firft difcovercd by Vafco dc CJam;!, a Portugucfc

admiral; who being appointed to the command of a fleet to attempt the difcovery nf the

Eall Indies, fell in with this coaft in the year 1498, and met with a very favourable rc>»

ception from the fovereign of Melinda, whofe kingdom wo Hiall iirll confider.

Melinda, according to the moll general geographical divifions of the earth, begins at

the equator, and extends to the River Qiiilmanci, between the third and fourth degrees

of fouth latitude. It's coaff is for the moft part extremely dangcrou!;, and difficult of

, acccfs, being full of rocks and (lielvcs: however, the country in general is fertile and

rich, producing almoft every neccfl'ary of lifej and is covered with fuch a profufion of

citroa-trees, that their oiiorifcrous fw^eets give a perpetual fragrance to the air.

Melinda, thecapital, is pleafantly fituoted on a beautiful plain, furroundcd by gardens

.full ©f the moft delicious fruit-trees. The houfes arc ftone, with flat roofs; fume of

them truly fupcrb in their external appearance, and all of them richly furnifhcd, being

: chiefly inhabited by opulent merchants, who carry on a confidcrable trade in gold, copper,

' quickfitver, ivory, and drugs.

The natives are an aflcmblage of people of various complexions, black, fwarthy, tawny,

,or white. The men wear turbans wrought with filkartd gold: fome are covered from the

waift downwards with filk and cotton ftufiii; while others wcarfliort calico cloaks, with

fwordsand daggers handfomely ornamented, their legs and feet being quite naked. Each

perfon is accoutred with a fliield, bow and arrows, fcymitar, and javelin; in the ufcof

which they are extremely expert, being eflccmcd among the molt valiant and intrepid people

©H the African coaft. ,, .^ ,.„„„. *.,^— ,.

;;..
- The
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The women tlrcCi In a vrry becoming ami plcnCmg miinnprt hnvinp; finft filk rfilm*

f;illciu'(i rouiiJ tlicin with rich gold or lilvcrgirdlcK, (hiir he>tdii veiled, and ^idd cullarH

iilniiit tluii links.

Itmli (cxt's air defcrihnl a« very niriible and ohligin^ti free (roiu fraud and dilTmiulationt

and ('ociahli! among (hfitirclvcn, iii w<ll »% fiiciidly to llrangiMit.

Thfii u'ligioniKa mJxiurrut MiihoinctHiiirmand PagiiniliiM hut in the mctrnpniiii there

arc To many Romni catholics, that ihcy havr no iclRthan rcvcntccii churched and chaprU.

The king Ifliloiii (lirs out of his palace without bring carried with gtent pomp, in a

fort of ledan, on the (houldrrs of futnc of the principal nun) and liirrouiided by perfon*

bearing int i-nfr, and muficinn*. When he feis out on anv partu uiar cxpcdititm, a* well

fli (m other public occafioiis, ihe prielU and foothfayers facriTur a deer, and, from the in-

fpedtion ol it'* entrails, pretend to I'rdgnollicate the fucccfs of the iimleriakiiig or cvcnti

:ind ihoiild the king dilre^^ard their piedidlioits, he would run the greatell ha/.ard of loiin^

the ell( em of his lubjei^ls: thin, however, (eldnm happens; ;iitd it is, ii<decd, more than

piolMlde, that thcfe progiii)(lication»are piivately fuggiUcd by the prince himfcif, to amufo

the vtilgir, and ohtfliii the appearance of a religious fandtiuii for whatever meafures he

may think proper to adopt.

The kings o( Mclinda ufually merit the confidence, loyalty, and alTedlion, of their fub-

je6ls, by their C(Mil1an( application to public atfaiiA, their vigilance over their miniftcrs

and depeiiihints, their afTiduity in liilcning to the complaints of their fubjcdts, their im-

partial adniinilliation of jiiflice, and their (cverity to perfons of every defcription who en-

ile.ivoiir to midcnd them by any fpi cieB of artifice.

If a (ul'jedl complains of a governor, the party aceufed is obliged to anfwcr the alle-

gations againlihiini and, the matter being invcftigatcd with great patience, fcntencc is al-

ways p;ill(d without the fmailcft n fpeit to pirlons. The complainant, however, mufl

be pi'ivided with fufHcient evidence fully to fnbdantiate the alledgcd fadts, othcrwifc he

IS iinincdiatcly condemned to dic( but if the accufation be fully proved, the offender is

cither dirft'led to nuke rcflitutioii,nr fuHer fomc adequate corporal punifhmeiit, according

to the nature of his ofteiicc. Where the aggrcflbr is a pcrfon of rank, the baftinaJo !
indidted by the king hiinfelf} after which the offender is again ufually received into favour*

with a public charge to be more circumfpcdt in his condudt. Or more impartial in the ad«

tninillratiun '>f juCice.

The kingdoms of Mombafa, (^niloa, and Mofainbique, are infular; and, though each

of them is extremely Imall, they ate fufHciently fertile, and cficemcd veiy falubrious for

the climate. Their capitals arc denominated from the rcfpedtive kingdoms, but neither

ol them deferve particular attention.

'I he inhabicunts rcfembic thole wc have already dcfcribed in Melinda, in the vicinity

of which coalls thefc petty kingdoms lie; particularly Mombafa, which was formerly a

pcninfula, but has fince been converted into an ifland, by cutting a canal through the

lithmus.

1 o the fouth of Zangucbar lie» Sofola, a kingdom which produces fuch quantities of

gold as to favour a fuppofition that it was the Ophir of the infpired writers.

8X This
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tii^nocl.il iM> fhr iiiil hv «'>f Inilini^ f^''^, ^t^i' <m> ihr wort l>v 'l>'~ Vi>«|»l»v ol MiMUii^mtnpn

<ti>rl(r(^ With 0«tN>riiM)« hrtiU of nil f>>n* orciMllr. flrphll^M :i|*prrt> in h(|)»' iltrMrnj ntt't*

n% thry «<v ihr |Mirtri|>Al f.vi«1 nt thr »\i>»ivr<, f^\i' rti li* llinoiAHi^ «» Irt^fl^ rtii (iipiuiCnl

1T> l'(« fti^rt«*^llv « '•'Drnmnl. X'hc r^\\\M\\ \\\\u\\ 1ir< l>rHVvn\ \ '^\\r \\\\\\\\fr% fl\\,\ \\\r Ri

.

\r» I'namn, i* «>f^mM,iiiv>n'«, flni< n!<<MiniU with Wlu^^|^^ wMIr \\\r vrtllirn» l»> in^ wntcicd

With « vftiifty »^^ TiMinp^ fti>rl livnlrt*, ftir ii^pViMrfl^Mv ItnnHnni rttiil ilrllphrnl.

The n«li\T< ot Sl^f.^l!^ i>i prt^nnl fltr tnM rtMil priMrrl^ MrtrV rrtmi^lrnioitril, with It^Mf

r»vlri^ h^iiv «rt<1 ihrv «tv t';>iH ti» br < (M»Mron« ;tntl itrt'thlr, |wniriili«»lv thofr whi» li\r

nrai V'.^pr V'i>ii:^i^tf».

1'hr^if<»n\ «1\r(\<M ih(* V«lp,fl*^ i« A ^Wr r>r filV oi t ,<if,Mi wr.ippnl i,s\\\\i\ thr wflift, rtitrl

hu>p,ii>p. ^^T^^Vl^ tt> tl^r Irnrr*, WithrMH fliw olhr\ iiMrnOi> \vh;\ttMi j \\\\\ the Mdnc nfttiirnt

\rrf<» h:<niKom< milviiw All iv\nV% nir (oimI o1 ti'ijn nn«nMiiirlp»i, with whiih ihiv ilf

rorsfr ihn>ifcl\r« vrvy )MV)"n(rly, thr ^^^rtlitv n« WtII n< nnitittiiy o( thtfr sinidr* hriog

^M•^^|>(^v^ i<M\rt1 ^^ thr ritT\n^>rt;1«rr< l^^ thr WTitiri

.

Thru t-t^rt^r^^ort bivnil i< »«;i(?r ^^^ n( I- !^l^l1 ivilln, nnil thrii ittlitk t« ii ('pnirO rif liprf

ii\>m thr tamr V<n>U ol p.r^in, Mrdt i\\\i\ (\\\\ rtir i «ittTmi l\ |>1i niiCiilj hnt, n^ vvt: hrtvc InlV

rhrnvril, thr flr(1> o( ilrphnnK i« rl1rrrt^rt< iMrfrrrthlr ti> rVrl V Othn lnrti>.

Hi^^^ry i» ^"'^ phnttt'ul \y\ V.x>Mi\^ th»t j^irrtt m»niMitir< nir riirt'nrtl to iint to Wnilrt

thr rintiNT* rhirflv fvflihri u (oi thr t':(Vr of thr w;\\, whii h ihry hiitlri (i»l iill<« rtifil flfininl

^.M^M^'«. 'Vhni rhict r(>mmrirp i< W>i>h thr pro|^lr tit iMi liltilrt, M<Mt)l<;\Mj t)lllti>rt, rthd

Mo(rtrt>hi<^"r, whn impoM n vaiirtv ^f rtnflV, whit h thry r^rhfliliir tui pnhl, ivtuv, W'rti,

nrt<1 r<ii\hrrnm; ni>«1 ihi <<• (InflV thr Sp(<>bi\< vi)\irtlly tnlty trt M<>n<»ntr>tnpn» whrre thry

<lil'iv>fr r>( thrm t<> r>tr!>on1iiuiv A«h .intip^r.

iV(i<lr!< thr nmfl7'"{! mmuitir* iM p.oM imprtvtnl CiT^m Mf>nr>mrUOp'i»»'^*'« rrmnttyrtniHt -

ftMv |Mr«HtirT'< twr» wtHi<Ml< t»f t^rtipsU ^i thst piTrimt* m< t;»l,i :trh ittrlip,rtt hrih(i vnlitnl nt

f<^^ntr^^^ V>vt>rh 1i\ «r"i,i-<i whiih nmoiutt thr mnrhniti* lA Mnrn IVrijnrntlv r<i|uiit pithl

-

t[\\i\ \\\ oni- fraion. Inviml, U^ iHlrmitnl nivl purr is thi« \\\\\\^ thnt thr rolilin* «ir |itijt| Id

iit ^mA «« it i« gsthnrx'.

I'hr rApitr>\ M <hi< Mnp,'»l(*sin, WfiMr thr !tni\!il ri( thr IVMIii^drfr, wnn tlrrtifntr of my
<><hn ^IrfriHT than th:\i ol a quuVfrt hnipr, ^o^ mtly roniaiitnl rt frw ill n»Mfliiii'1ri|

hotiCr"; h'<< It has ftn<r hrm foiiihal ami niratlv utipiiivnl, and ii now ndlr^l I'limtitt

hy thr f.Mtti)j,nrfr, fif>rt^ thf ft\Tt t>cav thr rtinuth o( whuh it lir»t hilt uromaphrri nilil

Tnannri" tifualU jjixr U thr oamr of ihr kinnilom.

Thr aiuirnt \\ra|>oiu of thr natUTS wrir javrlin^, frymiinrs* \w\\% nml attntv*,

hatvhots unA ilaiipMSi hut thry arr itow tanp.ht ihr tifr of fhinll-aim^ nnd rtiiillpiy, Ihr

king mainmios * vafl nomhci of" fonTm but ihr PiMtomirfr, whotnitfliintly krrp vrfli N «)f

chCcnaiiononthc o>art,oft>ri\fibly topitvcnt Vihatlhry vftll illitit liatir, in nnlify gnvrin

»hc »k*holc kingflom.

The
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't'lir An^tnlirtvliif^ IWr fitmr rpniuilr^ Offn I'pttlnl tin flii« find, Mi^ lrlii|^ «nr1 »h>« ^tnti'

«\ii'<i nir !tll ili'lirttilMl t^tiu ihiH liwr, rpi'iiMliit )ltrli ri)l|j(liliil l;iii(ii|i«||(r, ntnl |tiiir)<lll)i(i> (lii«

Milinnnnit irllfilDK. Uni «lii' imi IriH (inllvrn irtnln fluli |Mlt»il»lvt« riillttiHi, l(ii»|i Iti

ImOii y nuil irllp^ion, mill iiin Jii"! tn piiy mlnimltiii fit our Hiipii'titr U''lt'|(, wh'iHi »(iry > nW

ilnriiHoi Itiit tllpy linvc ttiiiliri iiliit'*, rtltiK, nm liu-ilHi r*, h((li|lii(» lit ilif litlltrtll ditliMi

inlic lllr ItlMhilitttn lln^ |if til" nil*"! /MllirtM llrtfinr'^,

\'nliHili'*il |ui|\(» "")' 1'' nllo^V'il, nttil iiilnlt'ty W ruiillilripil nn n MitlMl nfr«>ii<-c. U<i

1VKH1HH rrtu |ir mnnlril ml iirtiiin' iinllrrttr* iitflliiillyi nt whl'li (i^tlml It It »tillMniH»y Int

\\\< piirhtiito lnvitr iIipIi ((ini'l i-i n (iiiil, nml trciv llt'li uiii|ii :ifiilntliiii«,

I III it pillU Ipnl tlllpjillin tr|i lltnUlf'n till' lilili-IVil tut till- lild, li?f(ll, (iV (I'll, fli-Vlttlt,

mill livriii' until, tliiyi "I ••>'• iiimihh \« ti-ii (li-y ihmIc- it Miiij til (jfii'inl tililitilnii in ihfir

•Irirrtl'il I'llnulo, rtilil nfl'i i itp p lliinii'm ijit iic ilt-li- l'iip|itl' iilliilt* (ifllt^ «ilt|f»l, tilt

rniiil\itlr tit" rilrtiitilty liy liii|tiii(> V'ly luiittlly nil whit hin Ititit |l»flrHti:il »ej tlir ilrxi

I )ii lilt I'c 111 I iin>m«, ill' y :iii I till I Mi((l;milv I'l npp' ;ii Iti wlilli*.

Ilti* flirt |*iiiiii|>iii I'l- iiiUl|>Miiii vvlin iiMti liiil (It Hit(i)l,t, wi* iMtim "I' II ' lti!i|n wli'i,

lliivin|i Hldltlrltt !lili||r(V| 111 |.|(,irt(,,. Id liin liiliirll ;| iiiillliil, Itilllliil /iintfp, (r(|t Itltll t'l

till' l'lii|), (ulinlV" iiiiini- WH ImI'iI, mill vvIuiIiihI illiii liill lili ll|ili( tlii'iiijtii »-)i»t'iii»< «(>>•) i'»

tililnill pMlltilllnll I'l i-ltYl ;l loillr I , III Ml til" I ily, wIlll It llf p|i l>ll'|i <l WMIllil llf ill Itllillll'*

frivirr Itntlt lit lltr Hlip; mill tlir PiiillHiilt(('. Hy flu- (llr)tillv (in 'It iilnil ii| till* l|iiltlfttltitt

till' l*iiiiii|it|''r'' piliinl tlnii piiiiii, ili'iii|ili till' lliii|i()»ll It iii'tilliiiiitm W'Mf ttiiiilf !i|f!iliil^

till- niral'iiii' liy li vinil til tlir toynl Imiiily. Mriiyi Miifiil, in pmllt iilttt, lint in liiw of ill"

Hup, mill II lilrtVr stllil pnlitit pilnif, Imlilly lljitnl lili iippirliflilintin »if ilmnrrt fi) llir («|(;m|

ttiDiiiitilit It'll lln" "III Itini!, I'pii liiiilii(i in liini, lllit flnlf fiKfljtni'in wmlii imm tlwlti'll"

liiiit niitliiii(», li'iiii till- Ill-lit itiiil iiii I'-nii'iii y »il tin- illnnit'-, iii wliiili ilf y \vf mni' •

« iillmti. il, mill ilmt it wniiM film In- tint'- -ii')it(»li •'» ililji' Hi(': (Inni nl tlirit Idii, fli'Hilil

lIU'V wMn Vnlmttmily tn iiliJtiiilnn it; ill'- rnidpri wn* stlliiwril in he • siiilpd nit Vfitjl Hn
iliiiilil'il vli'itiii, til" iiltHlmiii' 111 ilif n;iiii'-it Ifing t-njiiini'il fit t'Kpnllli- till' ' itniplfllini

»if fl wmk vliltll Will iipiilrntril in putinmit wiili Imi It n-iiiniijil ;ii|i'>iiii;i(," .

1 III- Miilinniriitu nfMlistiitv linwt!Vri, fiiiiitil itirmii tn siwiiltrii lii<t ^f;ljlf^y ftntii *1il«

ilrliiri'iti 1 mill, iiiii'iiilltifi lilni 111 tlii; Will Idiiiwtt p'-ill'ly »i( tlf I'lntnitii'/r, iti tli" itntfl-

l^mliilli siinl rrtiiirll tiiMK, liiHii^ilit liiiii In rt lull liiili" llf lii« tiiiliillty atnj il^n^pt.

tt'* flri niiliniily iill'ntilili il liii tiitnp«, mnl iippnint'il tt tiny twlntt l|i«' I'liitUf/ii'-ff-fli'iitM Iw

r^ti-iitilitrttpil In II ittrtilj lint, tiiilnitiiiirtlcly fnt iliftliliiilr-ij tintiimili, ill'- ln-firln-tnu* /(t-

rntf, wliiMV:!'. niii>iii!illy iir Aliyltliiimu-niim'llnn, lirtviiiK t^siiili'il nil lilt ninliii»i«,«t(il liiWl

rpiit ilir wllnip ilclinii tn Uit;ij i, pirpjiiatioiu wcte laicfully lliitilL- U) j^ivt; tile initllailtJ

n W'rttttt irrt-pilnit.

'I'lti- ipp-iintnl iliy lirlii|» rttilvril, tltr Nitfiilstii* iii'.hI'' si fnMnin fltffl'tf »m fft* frirf, fn»»

Vrif InrtVi ly IPplllfrtilly till- Pnitll(>lli-fi-> fill til Iril^tll fllr Hintlllt;r rtf fll^ laff^t l»^llt^^»"!ll»"l

fit ihiiiy fivr, rHi-liifivi- nl tin- fn I? tiinl wniiftili-d, tli'-y iiiitrt flinnly H»iv»* hf'ti ••nllip'-ll'-'l »'»

|\utriiilfi,hiti|iint '/ttMitf (iiiititl Mi'din fttpittpf tln'riiif, itt llif hijiij nf mi liiiH>tr*;(t tie n, mi'l

Villi ill" lirliKfiril- tltP ttllitilmifn r-t-iilfi; tlili, f'lnii f1"-il wltli t'lfi'it tiliil |iff''lpll;nlnnj wlftl

the romijiiitjlc, holtlly tiiOiini^ nut of the (oiuels |iu»lueJ ilutti ythU tli? utfunf! fntf,

ml
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v\.M^\sh-.\ tf\«»>Al .1 <l\v->\uv\(h |.<v.MU'| rt»ulk iU»*.>n,t th.' Mil, Uti.h Idmi'-li hit Itl4

^swwku \m\\r\\\\}t\\ U\k\ \W\\ \\sf\\ %\\\\< ^\\^ n»i»miur*i V\\>\\\ \\\\a tt»h|\ \u\\\»\,. iu4

rtvfW <<v i*t^\ 'Ai\\ Vi\iU\.\ < lotr^M »' «>* i^ 1^1 >yI.- \\'\\>^\- \¥\|>^\^\ hf|<h> .>iImI, lie <<l|tt, I lit

Krs^>t!sv\*, Ft\i.Olv vw\\;\^r^r»\ 0\pv ^^**'< 1^ M\\m \\\ x\h\ \\\\\\ muM itw» j^HuMhil itiiil iH.t in.

j»^ii(^\U t\S\ <^.\V, U'\>llU' r\Ml>ninl »l\. jNturt;\..h. \IM". iiHil Ili^lllMdf* lnll:\HtU rnU'il,

Vhr i^,it\^\\sn>A*u\j\«\\\\» ru t\turnii*l. l»irto\<<.hi\, Htv^Mt .*! *l'\\^^ m \\\>' \si\\\M,\\\i

tfA«<*ti . A* »V Vr\VA\vl >^^ l\^\ t\«lrh«V i<»^tl rtUidlWUrlU ».» «h. 1'.MI»t)>>|i|Vt «|t.\ an* iHnllil-

^sy^^ \>hNvht\«t>^ V\\S|\ mtl\ n»vrt« ^v*Nm|\ .ai\.\ »hi^, i titi\):t, )'i\|i«lt\lii^ thr- n.t\|»|»- i.i » uillMi

t

t^r \\i\.\v \ .\» ^Vii-^ )^\\\\\\ \',\\,\^\«\\, M\)\v>\ \\\\\\. \\\ )\U htm, \i\ « A.' w <\\\\\ lA ild itl'iiiii^

It* ^V \VW\VH>U tV, M\il >«>^VW^\\\U\ <>» .lr\\\ii\*\l\(l\\rill i\\\ illl IM nUAhHtti H HlllllUll Illhtl'IIV.

M ON OMO < Ol' A

Nl ONt>MO \ iM' A. i^^mI M>m\,'.,\\».,«I, \w n^.' l(\l ui.l , \\\\\\\M \\\ h\v\{ r<«i.>ht, Inif

M\^l^^^^^^«^^^^V\ V*. V»,\\n\.^- .\ V\ ^1\.- \^s\iU^i\\.' M\V|»il.vi« ol !^>l',*l»tM\ ili.. ,i|, U\, ih, iHwi
S^M\i^« «\\\ »V ^.N\»U\4 \\\' ^\\\^\\\\^^\\\t \^\ \\\\\\\]\\ >\\\ \\\f \\>\\\ \u.l \\\r iMui riiiiiiii,

t'hi* »«N\oM\v v\\\.N\* x v^«|Nr\!Mv «-l\mrtif, ih.wtjjh ii I* |Mit(. i^idlv Utimiiil tiintt't ilii«

f^«^^^n^ »\>ySi-. VlVir «U \\ I'AhilMiiWi* A»\il »li:\i> ihi IM) iViMl. HH'I »i|l Wrtlili.li itml

Hrfciy>xt'i^^>^ t^Vf*, A««< rMt^r» *^v l>.^»\\ <'(ikrllil\» m\il |sl.iull\>l. I l>r t'nulU i»h(iimtl wltlt

U'x)«< W'^'l^t <^>V^ |lAtH\.', >Vn U\rH hrW^ \\\\\\ M\, \\u\ \\\v t (IMruU t\nm ||). ))til|hlll\llt1 I ilM
y

^•l'^^ xlwiW \T\\ t\^\\f\\W\ s\'^\c ^wMXA^i*- <*i \\\i y\\\t\\
f\\\>\

Wr WMivir* Mr VxtU rt\.\iViU *>>\\\»-, hNht(1, rtWtlhr-rttlhy j ihrll ftMUplitilMiu iiir |r|-

M-^rV, ?irt\< tVw ^«(\ \< \V,hn\U AW«^ i\\\\\y\. \\\t\\ %\\\r\ (lillph* l« it) wi|, VvMilt (lit
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confinement for malefaAort in the whole efnpirc : all matters being tried in a Tumrnary

way, fentence or acquittal immediately enfucs) and where the complaint rccjuircs lome
time to be invalidated or confirmed, the party accufcd is tied to a tree, where he remain*
guarded till his innocence or guilt can be fairly invciligatrd.

Though the majority of the natives are idolater*, they acknowledge one Supreme IntcU

Jigence, whom tBey call Maziri,or Atuo; but a Virgin named Peru receives the grcateft

Ihare of their adoration. In honour of this imaginary deity, they have a convent ol^* wo-
men, who are ihut up from all commerce with the other fex at fo early a period as to pre-

clude the poflibllity of any contamination of their native purity.

The metropolis, which is a confiderable city, confifts of a vaft number of houTcs built

with timber or earth wbite-wafhed, the roofs of which fomewhat refemble bells. But
the chief ornament of the place is the imperial palace; which is a prodigious large wooden
ftru£lure, with four great porticos, where the emperor's guards keep conftant watch .^ The
exterior boundaries are fortified with towers, and the inftde is divided into fpacioUs apart-

ments, bung with beautiful figured cotton. The decorations are very fuperb, confiding

of gilt cielings, beams, and rafters j gilt and enamelled chairs; and ivory candleftick»-

fufpended by filver chains.

The Portuguefe have feveral forts in this country, which were built with the concur-

lence of a former emperor, out of gratitude for fome fervices they had rendered him during

an inteftine commotion: they have likewife churches and monafteries in feveral places;

and are not only the principal merchants of Monomotopa, but have Home of the moll

valuable gold mines in their own hands..

The country of Monomugi, concerning which geographers are much in the dark, is

bounded by Monomotopa on the fouth,.and on the weft by Congo; but as it's particular

limits have never been afcertaincd by any European traveller, we can only obferve, that the

climate is faid to be unfavourable to health, and the air fultry and hot; that the natives

appear in filks and cottons, which they purchafe of ftrangers; and that their monarch en-'

deavours to cultivate the friendihip of all the neighbouring nations,, that his fubjefls may
enjoy the advantages of a free and undifturbed commerce. The country is abundantly

zicb in palm-wine, oil, honey, and gold; but every refinement of focial and domefiic life

M unknown among the inhabitants, who are likewife the grofTeft idolaters.

CHAP, xr.

CAFFRARIA.

THIS is tbemo^ fouthern country of Africa; and ftretches far into the ocean, by
which it is br.unded on the eaft» fouth, and weft,iind by Monomotopa on the north-.

It extends from C .e tropic of Capricorn to Cape D'Aguilas ;, and is divided into two parts,

Gaffraria Prope:., and the country of the Hottentots.

Tke couAtry of the Hottentots lies to the fouth,. being fituated bctwien the 28th and
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]5th (fegreet of fouth latitude; and contains the Dutch town at the Cape of Good Uo\>i\

which ftands in 34 degrees 15 minutes fouth latitude, and in 16 degrees 20 miimttscait

longitude from London.

The Hottentot nations^ inhabiting this country, are fixtecn iii nuiiibc;r; {he CJ unjenians,

the Cochaquas, the Suflaquu, the Odiqua"!, the Chirigriquas, the Greater :iiul I/(tli.T

Namaquai, the Attaquas, the Koopmans, the IIcfTaquas, the Songuas, the Duii^u;\s, the

Damaquas, the Gauroc^, the Houteniquas the Heykoms, and the Chamtours.

J The foil in general is fo amazingly rich as to be capable of producing every fpecies

of grain, herbs, and fruits ; the country, indeed, about the Cape, is full of rocks and

mountains; but their fpacious fummits are cloathed with 1 ich pafturc, enamelled with a

variety of flowers of the mod cxquifite beauty and fragrance, and abound with delicious

fprings, which pour down the Hopes, and meander along the vallics. The intervening

plains are as beautiful as fancy can paint, and charm the eye of every fpciStator who is ca-

pable of rellHiing the exuberant productions of unafllf^ed nature.

As this country has been much celebrated fincc it fell into the hands of the Dutch,

particularly that part of it which lies near the Cape, we fliall prefent our readers with a

eoncife account of it, from the earlieft periods of European intelligence.

The Cape of Good Hope was firft difcovcred in 1493, by the Portugtiefe, but none of

them landed there till 1498; when Admiral Rio d' Infanto, in his voyage to India, went on

lhore,,and furveyed the face of the country, which he reprefenicd fo favourably to Emartuel

King of Portugal on his return, that a fettlcment was prnjeitrd, though it was by fome

means or other negledted to be carried into execution. After this Francifco D' Almedi,

viceroy of Brazil, returning with the Portugal fleet, took his courfc by the Cape; and,

calling anchor on the coaft, landed a party of men to purchafc cattle of the i;..tives, who
attacked them in great numbers, and drove them back to their Ihips. Notwithftanding

this unpromiling reception, the viceroy, much againft his own opinion, was at laft ad-

vi led to make another attempt, with a confiderable reinforcement, himfelf at the head;

and though, on this fccond landing, a more pacific difpofition for fome time feemed to

prevail, a Portuguefe failor happening to refufe one of the natives a pair of brafs buckles

from his (hoes, the denial was confidered as a proof of hoftile intentions, and foexafpcrated

the Hottentots, that they fell furioufly on the Portuguefe, and killed the viceroy, with

fevcnty-five of his men, before they could pofTibly reach their ihips.

About the year 1600, almoft every Euiopean nation began to vifit the Cape in their

Eaift India voyages; and, in 1650, Captain Van Riebeck, having touched at this place

iJeith a Dutch fleet, and drawn very favourable conclufions of the fertility of the foil,

the abundance of cattle, and tracStability of the natives, on his return to Holland repre-

fented very ftrongly the national advantages which might accrue from eftabliftiing a fet-

tlement at the Cape of Good Hope. After a long confultation, the diredors of the

Dutch Eaft India company adopted his hints; and, fitting out four (hips, with everything

neceflary forfuch an expedition, appointed Van Riebeck commandtr in chief, vefting him

with full powers to treat with the Hottentots, and to make fuch difcretionary ftipulations

as might be raott conducive to the iiucreft of the republic in general, and of the company

in

(I
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in particular. Accordingly, on his arrival at the Cape, he prefenteJ the nattves-Mintlrc

- vaft quantity of toys, trinkets, and liquors, to the \'alue of about 50,000 guilders; upon

which the Hottentots, who were charmed with his gcnerofity, gave the Dutch permiflion

' to fettle among them, refigned a -part of the country in their favour, and commercial re-

gulations were eftabiiflied on the folid foundation of reciprocal intereft.

By wifely paying a proper regard to the natural rights of the original inhabitants, and

encouraging adventurers with the moft flattering promifcs, backed by fubftantial fur-

port, ths new fettlement foon began to make a confiderable figure. But during this r'ua^
' ftate of the colony, it confifted almoft wholly of men, European women being very/carce,

and the planters having no furt of inclination for the females of the country. To re-

medy this difagrceable circumflance, and to give permanency to the eftablifliment, the go-

vernment of Holland raifed a troop of Hne young women, and configned them to the go-

vernor; who, on their artival, bellowed them upon thofe who flood in need of this very

xlefirable article, with all the impartiality, and indulgence to their ieveral fancies, thatv

could pofTibly be fhewn on fuch an extraordinary occafion.

Thus the fettlement was not only firmly eflablifhed, but continued to incre&fe toAich

-a degree, that the Dutch in a few years extended their plantations a great way along th«

coafl: and they now form four principal fettlements; the firft of which is at the Cape,

-or Cape Town; thefecond is called the Stellenbofb} the third the Drakenflein; and the

'fourth the Waverifh Colony.

The company have likewife provided for their future colonization, by purchafing from

-the Jiativcs all that tradl of land called Terra du Natal ; fo that the dominions of the Dutch

X)n this coafl are of great extent.

As it would be impolTiblc to give a minute defer! ption of the various trees, plants, and

tfruits, which adorn this fertile foil, it mull fufHce to fay, that there is not any fpot in the

•worH which has a more cherifhing bofom for every fpccies of vegetables, nor any clime

..lore propitious to their growth. All the combined beauties of the vegetable kingdoms

, are difplayed at the Cape; the hills and dales are covered with their moft chatming pro-

<ludlions, and the air is perfumed with their richeft fweets. The company's gardens are

elegantly laid out, and filled with the choicefl fruits which the benignity of the climate

can produce, and the fineft flowers expand their vivid beauties to the fun. Even Aflatic

and European vegetables thrive better at the Cape than in their native foil, which is the

moft irrefragable proof of a happy fituation.

The Cape colonies abound with cattle of every kind, particularly cows and fheep: the

former of which, when young, are fo exceedingly wild, that it is dangerous to approach

them; and the latter arc diftinguifhed by their large tails, though this circumftance is

by no means peculiar to thofc of the Cape, as we have alieadj remarked in our defcriji-

lion of Afia.

There are two fpecics of lame hogs in this country; one of which is without briftles,

and was originally imported from the Ifland of Java. Horfcs, which were originally

..brought from Perfia, are ax prefent very numerous. A fine fat o,\ may in fome parts be

purchafe4
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parchafed for a pound of tobacco, and fheep and other animals propartionably cheap.

The wild bcafts, however, malce terrible havoclcamongthefe animals; killing vaft numbers

of them merely for the fake of fucking the blood, as they generally leave the carcafe un-

touched. The rhinoceros attacks men with great fury; and is the moft implacable ene>

my of the elephant, ripping open the belly of that unweildy creature with the horn which

protrudes from it's fnout, and leaving the wounded beaft to expire.

Among the other wild animals of the Cape, are bufF-^loes, goats of various fpecfes,

baboons, porcupines, earth-hogs, and a remarkable creature called by the Dutch ftink-

bingfom, or ftink-box. This laft animal, which is fhaped like a ferret, I. about the fize
'

of an ordinary dog; and, whenever it is purfued, emits fuch a horrid ftench from it's tail,

'

that no creature can endure it; fo that nature feems to have furnifhed it with a more effec-

tual defence from it's enemies than almoft any other quadruped. The zebra, which has

been already defcribed in our account of Abyflinia, is lik.wife eominon in this country,!

as well as various fpecies of wild-cats of an infinite variety of colours.

Among the feathered race, oftriches are remarkably numerous. Thefe birds are fo

heavy, that they are incapable of flying high, but flcim along the ground, ufing their wings

by way of fails, and are fo eafilytamed that many of them are kept in the Cape fortrefs.

The flamingo is a beautiful bird, fomewhat larger than a fwan, and it's neck propor-

tionably longer; it's bill is very broad, and the upper mandible is crooked, bending

confiderably over the under one. It's neck anc head are both as whit^ as fnow, the up-

per part of the wing-feathers being of a flame-colour, and the lower part of them black.

It's legs are of an orange tinge, and much longer than thofe of the ftork.

The ferpent-cater, or fpoon-bill, is fomething larger than a goofe, and it's bill is br^ad,

long, and ftraight, refembling a fpoon. This bird feeds principally on ferpents and other

venomous creatures, on which account it is never molefted by the natives.

But fome of the moft remarkable birds are the knor-cock and knor-hen, which ferve

as centinels to the other winged tribes, giving timely warning of the approach of danger;

for they no fooner difcover a man, than they make a loud noife, which fcems to exprefs

the words Crack! Crack! upon hearing of which, the other birds inftantly take wing.

This Hird is of the fizeof a common hen; the feathers on the crown are black, but the

reft variegated with white, red, and afh-colourj the beak is (hort and black, and the legs

are yellow. The flefli is efteemed very delicious.

Befides thefe, there are various fpecies of eagles; the blue bird, which differs but little

from the ftarling, except in colour; the gnat-fnapper, or honey-eater, which fubfifts entirely

on honey, direding the natives to the ftmrs of the induftrious bee ; the edoiio, which per-

feAlv refembles ihe cuckow; v h all the numerous fpecies of wild and tame fowls common

to Europe.

Reptiles are very numerous; fome of them perfeftly innocent, and others of the moft

malignant natures.

The afp is very common; as well as the Lee-ferpent, fo called from it's lodging prin

cipally on the boughs of trees. This reptile is about two y«fds long, and nearly an inch

thick: it winds it&lf round the branch of & tree, and dcTU at whatever living creature

comes within it's reach.

8Z The
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. The.dipfaf, or thirft-ferprnt, focommon in thcilcfirts of Barbary, U likowlft frrquent*

If met with I being; about thice qunrtcri* ot :i yard lung, with a bio.id iirclc, nnJ I'ublu bark.
'

It's httc lnlhini;uicoii|]y cnflrtiiiing the blouil, an uncxtin^tiilhulilc thirK fprrdily lol-

IdWiit unlcU an nntidoto is at b.ind| \MluL-h gciicrnlly conlilts in luyirg open the wouiul^

and r.pplying a dutcrlivc plailhr, with a total abHincncc front d ink till the application

has had time to draw out the inCcdtion.

The hair-ferptnt i« upwards of a yard in Irngth, and is thought to be the molV fubtic

and malignant of all others; nor can any thing but an i'.ttant antidote pi-cvrnt it's fatal

ctti'i^s. It has been afl'crtcd by foinr, that the head of th a fcrpcnt contains a (lone, whicit

ill a never-failing remedy againll every animal poifon; bit a gentleman of great veracity

alTures u«, that* after killing many hair-fcrp<nts, and .lariowly iiifprdling their hcHdii» ho

could never difcover any fuch thing. The fcr^cnt'ftoncs« indeed, feerii to l>c fabiiicatod

b^ the Bramins.of India, who alone poHi>'*j the fccrct of their rompofition: they cer*

tainly contain the virtue of cxtratSting poifon, on being applied to a wound ; but thrir

origin Ims been falfely afcribed to the hair*ferpi-nt, as they arc indubitably artiiicial

produAions. yjf 'frii, , k

Scorpions are fo exceedingly numomufi, that it is dangerous to romove any articles

where thrfcctvatures ul'ualiy harbour, particularly loofo (lone;!. Their (ling is attended

with excruciating pain, but death fcldomciifues, unlefs the proper and wciUknown modes

of application are unpardonably nrgicv^ed.

In fliort. no country in the world leems more with livii.i.<; rrt*aturcs, as well ufcful is

noxious. At^ainft the crtoifs of animal poifon, the firpent-lhmr, as it liCiilUd, r* a cer-

tain antidote: it is of the Hiape ot a bran, the middle bcinfr of a wli<tiih calf, and llv/ rtR

of a (ky.-blue. Qn applying it to the wound occafioritd by tiir bito of any vtnomdtis r<!ptilr)

it adheres clofely to the (?e(h ; and, abforbing as much noifon as it cm eunti>>n, at luli drops

oft't and is put into milk to difchaigc itfelf; after whicn the applii-ation is repeated till it

has extracted all the poifon, when the wound, which is then reduced to the fame (tato as

a common fore, foon clofes.

The fea on this cmd is plontifuily flocked with ftfh, and other marine animals, bmong
which arc many fpecies unknown to Kuro^Kans.

The torpcdvs or cramp-fifli, is frequently caught at the Cape, and is of a roundifh form,

generally weighing about a quarter of a |)out)d. rhe head does not projcif from the body;

it's eyes arc fmall, and it's mouth HiaiKd like a crefccnt, above whi':h are two fmall holcc,

probably it's nofhilt. The back is of an orange colour, the Vlly white, the tail Aender*

and the (kin in every part fmooth and dcfiitute of renin's-. This H(h, which appears not

to contain any thing very Angular froin it's ih&pc- or fiz-c, poficiies qualities for which phi-

lofophy in vain endeavours to i!Cv-ii>int. Whoever touches it, even with a /tick, feels his

limbs inftantly cramped and benumbed to (iich a degree that he is unable tu move them,

particularly that pa c which was nearelt the lilh: this extreme (urpidityfcldom continues

longer than two minutes; but it is commonly lull *.alf an hour before it's eftadts wholly

ceafe.

Gold fiP^ n fecn near the Cape in prodigious (hoals, about the months of May, June,

July,
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July, nn«l Ati[;Hi*i hutiievpr at any other timr of the ymr. Thry m.itnUlly dlffi'r from

tji»>fr i>f l-hinn, hnvittfr bnly a firdc «'f (v'I'l nhmit ench cvf, fliKi « (Ircnlc Bliiiig thf liatic

frunt t'.r hrml lo thi' t.iil. Thry iirc nhtMit a frtur and a h.ilf l"nj|n the flffti is r.ithxT in-

ilincd to nil, but it is (»f a (li'lirious ui\<', jnd is rftfrmctl not only wholcfotfle, btit even

itU'Hirinftl, pnilicilliir'y for purifying the hloml «niljiiice)i. '

Thi- filvcr Hfh wf" the Cape rcfcmhlr carp in fhapt and flivnur, and ufdally wtiigh

alvxit .1 poinid rnch : ihoy bavr vtry whiip fl'.ins, and arc Ifttakcd lonpifndihiilly with af

bn,;ht lilvcr (• dour. Thcfi- fi(h ufiiaily i<(Tp<>iit at Tea, unlcf* Ht particular tinic<i, when
thvy enter the mouths of thi; rivers in conlidur i!>.i (hoaU.

There it aid) a fifh cillcil the btrnnef, wliith ii about thr Icnf^th and tWeknefs of a

ninn's Ui'in, covered which' I irpe A ales of bri^-ju purple, vrtrirgntr^l with ftr^aks of gold.

The flefh is of a crimf irj ii.lunr, divided into fovcml parM by a kind of membrHn6u» fub»

ftArtCP, and is r' ckmird !ij»irrnbie to the pal;.tr, as well as light torhr fbitnach. '"
\

Thtie are nllo two kinds of hMfTeiri'., which are eflcfmeil delicitfe and wholcfowe foftilj

bffidcs d(dphins, prupnifes, pilot fiHi, and flying-lilh, already mentioned j with an infinite

Vhrirty of fliell (i(b, too trdi(Ui« to partic\ilari/,c.

Thr« Hottrntoi-i have boi^n reprrfented by fomc writer* at a little ugly rate of men;

but il\e fai^ is, the* men arc in gi neral of a moderaf ftaful'c, '(.hotigh it mufl be ackhow-
lfl<liipd that the woitiin iirc rafhrr diminutive. They arc nil jterfc^ly-ftrni/^ht^ and freri

from perfntMl d( fornvifles. 'I'hrii- lnadn and eyes are largfii and their lijM thick; their

noles ate aifo lliil, but this i< cffi-ified by art during their inf.incy< 'Ibcir troth are of'

a|i ivoiy whiti'n('(s,iind tlit ir lookr. rather exprufliue of complacency and gtfid-nuturc than'

of baibarout frracit/i Ihit one ronurkable variation from the women of other countries

is conrpiciiDiis ill llin bro^d callous Hap which hangi down from the bellies of the female

liottentot<i, and (cenu intended by nntureaii a veil for what decency tcAches more dviiixcd

nation* to lOiKcal. 'ui , '/'t^i lU.ni iit«(» i t-i li i i ,. > ( 1; ; ,i jm (T .i|i
,

Th- Uottnitot* may be charafteri'/ed as an indolent, unrivilir.ed pcoplo( attached, be-

yond thr c\;«itip!c o( molt other iiiMont, to ihfir ori^.inal inllitutiouK and manners} liut

f>vithiul to ihcircomp.idtf, niid attentive to indifpf:nf.iblc cngai^ementH. The barbarifni

Willi which thiy have been (ligmati/icd is at prefcnt fcarcely perceptible} and inliancca

arc not wanting,; whcic* trk the utmoll integrity of condutSt and purity of life, they have

joined iti;^eiittiiy, jiidj'nieiit, and aiidtefs. Yet wc .readily allow, .bat they arc among the

lilthiell people ii|Mm earth} and this ina great me;' ''urc arifct from the cufiomof fmearin;;;, not

only till ir bodies, but even their apparel, with mutton-fat, marrow, or butter, mixed with

foot, to give them a biaekcr line. This dclieate ointment is applied as often as the fun Of

dull dries it up, where the circumdancc* of the party will p riiiit( fur the grand diftinc-

tion between the rich and the pouc confilts in the (juanlity of flinkjng fat and butter with

which they can aflbrd to g^reafe lliemfelvci.

Thiscuflom, which fecmi inherent in thuir natures, renders their cfHuvia by no mcann

grateful to the noitrils of Urangcisj but it certainly tends to promote the adtivity of their

bodies, and gives them a fwiftnefs of fuut little inferior to tbat of muft horfei.

ill , '
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During (he fultry rearon,thc men ufc no other covering than this heaf^ly iinAhini but
in cold auvi wet weather, they wi'ar caps nuiicof lanib-fkiits, with niantlc<t, culled crofla*

thiown over their Ihouldct s. The crotlaft o< the opuh ut are cunipol'ed ot the (kins of ty-

gcrs or wild cats, hut thofc of the common people arc of (hcep-lkin. ThcCc Ccrvc them for

covering* hy day, beds at night, and even winding-Uucts after their dcceafei Tor they

arc tied up in thcfe mantles, and precipitated into their graves. They (ccurc their legs,

when they ftir from home, with a fort df leather fpattcrdufhcs, and their feet with a kind

of fandals cut out of the raw hide of an cici'haiit or ox.

Uut bclides thefceiVeniialsof drcfs, each of them has a fmall greafy bag fufpended from

his neck, containing a pipe and tobacco, with a piece of wood burnt at both ends, which is

regarded as an amulet againft necromancy. On their left-arms they wear three rings of

ivory, to (hield thvm againtl (ttc attacks of their enemies. 'y

The better fort at females conllantly wear fpiial caps made of the (kins of wild beads.

The women have commonly two croflas, between which they fallen their children when
they fuck, the heads of the infants jull appearing over their iltoulders: (hey alfo cover

their hips with another croil';*, which is always made of (hecps-(kin. Girls, till they reach

their twelfth year, wear rings of bulrufhes round their legs, from the knee to the ancle;

and when thefe arc laid afide, their places arc fupplied by others compofed of fmali flips of

flieep or calf-ikin$, the hairy fide bei' ; Tinged. Some of the women wear a va(l number
of thefe rings, which are often as fin*. *

•

' -s hard as wood, and are kept from flipping

over their heels by wiap|iets of leather oi j round thuir ancles. Thefe rings at once

protect them from the briars and thorns, anU .erve as a dii\ t\fX'\oi\ of lex: bcfides which,

they are faid to be uled as Uyod in cafes of Afolutc neceflity ( on which occai'.')nB they are

taken off, bruifed between two ftones, and devoured with great avidity.

Rut the principal finery of either, fex conflfls in brafs buttons and plates; thefe arc

purchafed of the Dutch, and fixed in their hair with fmall pieces of looking-glafs, which

ate nearly as much elVeemcd by this fimpic people as diamonds by Europeans. They like-

wife wearbrafs-wirc ear-nngs, very neatly poliflied. A vail number of Dutch toys and

trinkets arc conflantly imported, of which thefe people are extravagantly fond} and they

freely barter their cattle for fuch infignificant articles.

The men blow up the bladders of the wild beafts they have flain, and tic them to their

hair, as proofs of their perfonal bravery.

To conftitute a Hottentot beau, the hair muft be lavifhly powdered with a pulverized

herb called buchu. The females likcwili: ufe this powder, painting their faces with a

kind of red earth.

The men feldom go abroad without a (lick of about a foot long, with the bufhy tail of

a wild cat, fox, or other animal, tied at the end ; which ferves them for a handkerchief to

wipe off the dull or fwcat, as well as to ».<ean their nofes.

A very faithful and intelligent traveller informs us, that though the Hottentots place thair

chief idea of happinefs in indolence and floth, ihey are by no means incapable of thought

or reflexion; but, confidering every degree of rcafoning as an unneceflary agitation of

the mind, they feldom cxcrcifc their mental powers, unlcU in cafea of urgent necef-

fity,
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fity, cither »o remove fomr prefllng warn, or to nllny f<inic prrfcnt npprtifr. Wlirn tlir

one i% ftvntcil, niul the other gratifitil, thry confidcr any further exntldin umictcflary,

flhil rrtirc ngniu to the enjoyment of thrir fovoiiritc inanity.

The Mottenlntu have generally hren nigmati/eil flnthcmoft nnfly tintlindcllf nfr p''0|ili' in

the world I
hut, though they are certainly not very rlcanly,lh"y arc hy nomcnns to filthy in

their way of living at the inhahitantu of Kamfrhafkii. 'I'hey eat, it it true, the fnfraiU of

any heafl-, hut they firft turn them, ftrip off all ihipiirlticK, and wafli them in clean water:

•fter this, they hoil them in the hinod of the animal, or roali them on the eonls. They,

however, not only fubfif^ on the ([v(\\ and entrails of cattle and certain wild hrall"!, hut

alfo on fruit* and roots. Their meat is boiled after the European manner: hut tlirir mc-

thod of roafling Is confiderahly tliffcrentj heing performed hy fixing a largC flat fhinc in

the ground, and kindling a firr upon it, which remains till the ftone is thoroughly hcafedj

when, the fire and afhcs being remove d, the flefh is placed on the ftone, and covored with

another of the fame fi/ej n lire is then niade, as Well round the meat as upon the ftrtne

which covers it, and in this fitiiation the whole remains till the flefh is AifRcienily

roafled. Few of them, however, are at this troiihlei and, indeed, they fcrm more generally

to prefer raw meat, which they tear to pieces with their fingrrs, niid eat fo voraei()U/ly,

that the very fight of them is fufTicient to naufrate a delicate ftomnch.

The manner in which they make butter is as difgufling as pciftlhle. Inflead of a churn,

they ufc the (kin of fomc animal formed into a kind of fack, the hair lining turned in-

wards: into this they pour the milk) and,i:lo(ing up the bag, brifkly agitate it till the huitcr

is produced, which they put into pots, with the hairs and other filth adhering to if, ami

keep it for anointing their bodies, or for (ale to the Kuroprans, as the Floftcntots never i-.it

nny themfelvrs. Uncleanly, however, as thcfe pcripir certainly are In ihrjir w.ly of living;,

they art fuhjcft to very few difcnfes, and frequently enjoy found conffitiitioiis to a very ad-

vanced age.

Thry have fomc traditionary laws which prohibit the eating of fwlne's HcDx n\u\

fifh without fcalcs. Ealing the blood of hearts, and the flcfh of the mole, arc likcwilc

forhiddrn to the women, though not to the other fex. In drcfRng their food, they neither

ufc fait nor fpice; but they arc not averfc to the high-fca(bned viands of the European*,

though the ufe of them fcldom fails to fliorten their days.

They in general avoid the fociety of women, who Art not p6rmlttcd to partake with

them at their fcafts or convivial meetings, except only af weddings, and on a few other

occafi(ms.

The more affluent, when they travel, carry with them fome raw flcfh j and being pro^

vided with a flint and flcel, quickly make a fire to drefs it. Thofc who arc not poflcfi^'d

of thefe tnaterials, procure fir- by the rapid friflion of a dry twig on a piece of iron-wood,

over a fort of reed which fcrvcs inflead of tinder.

Both fcxcs fmokc tobacco: indeed, their attachment to this plant is aflon'ihing; for,

rather than be without it, they will part with all their other property; and tl ofc who arc

l]cftttutc of the means of procuring this luxury, work a whole day fur half an ounce, and

9 A think

I' ^!
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ihiok their l.iboui w. il comivnCiiUil. Tn ci..Mt, il a lloUfnfol PiUot« in(.-» the »rr\iLC of

ail Kur<)iH-ni\, he alw.-\)s rtijnil.itcs tor (o imich tobacco ft da) j niwl, without this iiuluic-

moi\t» it is in vairt tocx|>Ct'l cith< i (uklity or in-luf^ry,

They .ire likcwilc i-xtixoM-ly loi\J of a plant v«llcvl iliehp, which thoy mix with their

tobacco, anJ fmoke till they become .jiiitc intoxicatiil. Uut their portion for a root callrJ

k,vnna, fuppofeJ to be the ginitnjt ol China, is (lill more anient \ this, in»lie»l, is cfVeem-

oi the mod exhilarating aiul ivllorativc medicine in the world, and the Cmallell chip of

it is confidcrcd as a valuable prelcnt.

The oidinary bcveraa;c ol' the Hottentots is milk and water, the only natinal liquid

|in'Klu<^ions of their country} but, tmfortunately, they are gi-eat lovers of wiiie, branily,

and arrack, which they di ink to iuch cxcclV, if their circumilances pcimit, that they often

become vit.'\imi to this f^Kcics ofintcmiwrance.

T'hc houfcs, or rather huts, of the natives, are all elliptical
i being formed by fixing

fevcral larg;c (ticks in the ground, which arc bent nt the top, fo as to defciibe an arch,

and coveretl with mats fcwid together. The only o(>ening in theCe huts is at ilio entianee,

which is fcldom more than three (cct high, and anl'wers the triple purpolc of dor)r, win-

dow, and chimney.

Their whole furniture confirts of a few e;irthen vertels for dreding their viiHuals, anj

holding their milk, butter, or water. Ihey lUvpon (kins, in holes dug for this pnipoli-,

a little below the furfm-c of the earth.

A kraal, or village, conlills of twenty or more of (hcfe huts, placed near each other in

a circular form, containing frequently three or four hundred pcrfons; and the inhabitants

generally live together with great harmony and contiiUinent, notwithilanding the viry

indifirrcnt acconvmo^laiions of their dwellings: indeed, where any family ditterenccs arife,

the neighbours are as zealous to reconcile the contending p.irties, as more rnligluciifj

nations arc to check a fire or other public appearance i^f danger, never delifling from iheii

kind cinleavours till they have fully reflored peace and tranquillity.

The only domertic animals are dogs; and there is haully a hut without one or ntoretM"

thcfc faithful creatures, which are ablolulely iicctllary, as well to guard the cattle, as t»

prevent the apjN-oach of wild hearts.

They have alfo a fort of fighting oxen, called backelcyets; which, being taught to per-

form the ncccflary manoeuvrcs, arc employed in war, like cKphann by other nations.

Thcfc animals, as wxll as dogs, arced'cntially ferviccable in keeping iheflorks and heids

together} for, on a Hgnal given, they fjivcdily colledl ftragglerf, and diivr thiMn to tiiQ

part required. Kvery village maintains fomc of thefcbackcleyers} and, when one dies, an-

other is taken from the herd, .ind carefully trained to fupply his place. As thufc creatines

know every inhabitant of their village, if any Kuropcan approaches them without a Hotten-

tot guide, they immediately purfiie him with great fury i and unlets the party has fire-arms,

or canfave himfolf by flight, hisdcllrurtion is inevitable. There arc likewife valt numbers

0f oxen for draught and burden, which arc as tiaitUblc as dogs, and in evciy refpcd fup-

M - .
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iiirli s. )mm\i rtnr liui«»i'>M to atimlnr.

? hi- hiiiiiiff' nl flj^tuolnirr i« <liii(lv prrdMrnnl ii\ |iiii'* niiil Jdly^ whirli nre tlw win

trr mumhM vvlirn lli>" ^lound In-incf plioiphnl tip anil clcnti'il of wrril** thf ffttl i» iinnir-

tli'Atilv (i'wn, the pniihufof which i<^ ninnllv {\y plptulfnl, tlint tMii Imfhrl of Wllertt vifM*

from thutv to l«MU, hrttl- v f"'"' '''U '" Tixty, mid p»-a« fiDin IWiilUy tn «w>Ml«y flvrj Ittit

oau cArt fflilom he hroiiftht ti» pt'i)Vi*\ion, ithd pen< nnd Ih'Bi\«i nrr gnintnlly rtuuh dnmrtg^il

hv thf rn»> I pill <n rti»d lochlU.

Niiiwiihlhnilinij, the an\:\?in;» fntilitv i»( ihi- foil, p;\Hii(iliit1y io thr Cnpecnlonipo, MlP

prinripnl riihr* nf (hi- nnlivr* Mv OippDC-Ml to runlilf in thpif

«

«ttlf» nnd nil tlir hettU lie-

lonpinii to n villn^e ronrtantly \\fn\ tojethci-j ih** ttu*iinf(> inhnhitliht hrtviiipf the ptivlleHe

rf tnininn hin (ini.>lf (hu p inii» ilf flm k, wht'ic ii \\;\n llu- (anic cue mul uttiitinn n^ thnft

of the nmH npnlunt nnd pnvvi'tdtl. A"« they hnvi- tvt pmtiKlliii liinlftiifn, thrti offire )«

exerniril In rotation, In- tlnpi- or (oui of ihcni to^rtlur, the wnnifo nnlltinn th« i(»»v!l

twirr ail:»v. Ihi; yonoticfl lattti- au- iliCpiidtl in (he ccnti-p of thf vilhijjp, the »iltl nne*

Ixiitfj; raniifil on hp ontlidc iit nntph*, falk'ncd ti»prthpr hy the fVvt. Ilininf; thr tiltjht,

they an.' piotn'^lni hy Iwi^iP lire«>, whiih ate tirtiallt prrtiy ffrciflltal in kpppin)j> oft'v^ild-

lcath,«swtll ashy i'K'it|>ti!i)diindo|i«, whit sn^ut l^iithroi and vlj^ilmit «* M^y in Ihp world.

\^'hrn a yo'infi "inn is dirpolfd to nirtnyv he nifotiuns hi« Ini'linntion to his father, or

Utan ll I'laiiiMi, wiio inimiliiit s liini tn ilic pnnii) nl ihf fcniair, r(f>alinc hiiH wHh a pipu

•if dacha, or tohacro, in the fniokiiig of whiih th^y all )oini 'I he parent of the fnifor

th'-n dilVlofes the matter to th^ f-tiher of the niil) witu, ronfultin|» his wife, foriif tPtnrh*

with adpt ilivennlwer^ which is (> Idom nnfiuoiiralde. Theyonth, iipnn thisj fele^ls kWti

or three fat oxen from his own liei'd, ot that ol his fathei, and tltlviu theni to the hrmlt?

of his inlrndtd hride's relations, atteiul«il hy as tit«My friends of Itoih fext s as hfc tan pie-

vail on to acrompinv him, whctr they at" ri< eivd with evety inailf of Mff't^lion) and the

oMcn heinir imnKilintily kille-i, tlie wlud^ alli-nihly hr:fou'ar themf'-lves with the fat,

alt't whi< li tivy p'lwdei (lnnifiUes with hmhii, tlie women fpottiitfi tln-ir faces as hasi

hti>rt alreiidv deltrihi.d. 'Ihe men liieii lit on the ground In fl rinff, the centrr of whli li

is orcnpii-'l hy <lii- luidi i?i(iom ; atwl tin' vvomen (oini a (itiiilar liiiji romid the hride, |ti

this finmiiio tlicy cMioJinii , till ilv' prli*(f, hill fiil< iini» the ciicle of the men, di(t harije*

R fmall ipialMJiv ol imnr upon the Itridejfr'iom, wht» riihs i( all over his hody with the

nltooll (I h'lty; ihf old ji' nihin.in ihi n inn s iiitn ih- oilui ( iir I", ind p' rforms the (artip

ofhve on the loiili, who likewid- nili"^ li» rl) U with this d-. licale liipiul alltr the i xarnple of

tlie btid' yio'im. I lif prii (I now vrry t'nvely f'ttitns to the tnen's titclt'i and, hiiving

hellowed a livtlc more of his (Hhne Iminii (in the brideijrooiK, iiioce.eils a(«»t»i to (proikle

thcliiidi. Thus he I'toc ds fimn • iw tn tlt^ oih'-i , till he It ts •-kIi ki'I'-IIo ; iilO" Hork
j

littciinji, lit oitcrvnlsi, a fort cf tr- ncdiiMJon, .(id >'K|ii' (Tiiii; his wi(h ihiit th^it li'es fiiay

be \nng and happv ' that ih y m.iy I"' Idellid with n foo l^vi^lr^ tli' •nd nf the yfai I that

this Ton may prove (he comlori ol ilin idd ,t(!,i. ' and ihnl li' niiiy 'urn out a man of

com age, riid a d» xtptons lnonfman'

'J'lic ntiptiul-t^ereniuiiy bein^ luiiiludiJ, dinner is («rycd iip^ Rfttr which fmolt^ing

i|su'U>ivi cuinmcnce<i|

'- -,•.*
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commences; which is carried on in diftiniSl parties, ttety partf having a Angle to-

bacco-pipe only. I'he perfon who fills the pipe takes two or three whiles, and prefents

it to his next neighbour; and thus it continues to go round till the bridegroom retires

with his bride, and leaves the company to difperfe at their pleaHire. Next day they again

aflemble, feafting and fmoking as before: and this feafting is regularly kept up, till the

whole of the marriage gifts arc conf^med. Though the Hottentots are extremely attached

to mufic and dancing, neithe:r of thcqi are ever ufed on thefe occafions ; nor do they in-

dulge their propenfity to ftrong liquors, drinking only their ordinary beverage of milk and

water.

Polygamy is not interdi^ed by any law, but the moft opulent feldom efpoufemore than

three wives; and marriages within certain degrees of confanguinity are forbidden, on pain

of d^atb.

Divorces are attainable by hufbands from their wives, or by wives from their hufbands,

on exhibiting fuch caufes of complaint as are deemed valid by the inhabitants of the vil-

lage where the parties refide; who aflemble together on fuch occafions, and determine the

affair. But though a divorce may be obtained by a woman, (he is neverthelefs prohibited

from marrying again during the life of her hufband. There is likewife an extraordinary

regulation, calculated to prevent widows from repeatedly marrying; fuch perfons being

conftantly obliged* 9a their nuptial day, tx> csft olF the joint of a linger, and pretent it to

the bridegroom. ;•>,;,.. r,

The married couple fteep feparately; and they in general behave with great decency,

and even refervc, before company. Inftead of the indelicate cuAom of employing accou-

cheurs, or tnen-midwives, as they are abfurdly called, which the refinement of modern

manners has introduced into £urope, a midwife muft be chofen by the votes of the females

in every village, whoie office continues during life; and even the hufband, if he happens to

be at borne when his wifi) is taken in labour, muft quit the hut, and refide with his neigh-

bours till after her delivery, on pain of being efteemed unclean, and forfeiting a fheep by

way of purification.

When the infant is born, they rub it gently over with cow-dung, which is dried by

the fi<n, wind, or fire. In the mean time, fome of the women gather a (ew ftalks of Hot-

tentot figs, which they bruife between two ftones to exprefs the juice, and wafh the child's

limbiS with this liquid, to give vigour and a^ivity to them. It is then again laid out to dry;

and the moifture being entirely abforbed or evaporated, they befmear the child again

with fheeps-fat ox butter, and afterwards powder it with buchu, which they imagine

contains very falutary qualities. After this, the child is named by one of the parents,

(being, however, previoufly fprinkled with the prieft's warm fluid) and ufually receives it's

appellation from fome favourite beafl.

A feaft is then held, of which all the inhabitants of the village generally partake, the

mother alone being excluded; but file is complimented with fome of the fat, to anoint

herfelf and child.

If a woman brings forth twins, one of them is barbaroufly expofed at a diftance from

the villi^e, either to ftarve or be devoured by birds or beafts of prey. Inhuman, and indeed

diabglical) as the defertion of infants muft appear, the politeft nations in the heathen world

frequently
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fivquently praflifecl it. The Greeks and Romans often expofcd their children; and even

the Chincfc, who boaft of their civilization and refinement, have adopted this unnatural

firaAice, of which we formerly had occafion to mention our abhorrence.

Some of thefc forfalccn innocents have been cafually found alive by Europeans, and

brought up and educated with great care in the principles of the true religion; but it hat

always been found impoffible to divert the Hottentot mind from it's natural propenfity to

idolatry and filthincfs; for no fooncr have thefc children arrived at maturity, than thejr

are faid to have conftantly renounced the European faith, manners, and apparel, and to

have returned to the cudoms of their anceftors. A remarkable and well-authenticated in*

fiance of this kind we fliall hereafter have occafion to mention.

The women fuperintend the education of the children till the boys are matriculated

into the fociety of the men, and the girls married. The opinions and inftitutions of their

forefathers are particularly inculcated, and they are early taught to regard their memories

with the moft profound veneration.

A moft extraordinary ceremony takes place with the males when they reach therr cij^hth

or ninth year, which is produftive of no lefs a lofs than that of the left tefticic; this opera-

tion being fuppofed not only to contribute to the agility of the body, but tAfb to prevent

their begetting two children at a time, which is ftupid^y fuppofed would be the ccrtaiit

confequence of neglecting this deprivation.

When the males reach their eighteenth year, they are freed from maternal authority, and

privileged to keep company with the men; the ceremony on which occafion is as follows.

A confiderable number of the qualified males in the village aflcmble; and, fquatting

down in a circle, the candidate for manhood isfeated in the centre. The prieft, or oldeft

perfon in the aflembly, then rifes, and afks if they are willing to admit the youth into their

fociety. On being anfwercd in the affirmative by the majority, the aged fpeaker ap-

proaches the young man, and informs him that he is deemed worthy of being a member

of their community, and that it behoves him now to bid an eternal farewel to all puierile

amufements; adding, that if he is ever feen in the company of his mother, he will again-

be confidercd as an infant, and be banifhcd from the fociety of the men. Thcfe unnaturail

injun£lions being fcveral times repeated, the elder difcharges a ftream of urine on the

noviciate, who rubs it over his body with great apparent fatisfaAion. When the oJd man

has exhaufted all his holy-water, he pronounces with a loud voice the following berredic-

tions. * Good fortune attend you! May you live to old age! May your beard grow
* rapidly! and may you incrcafe and multiply!'

After this ceremony, which would unqueftionably degrade a Bcaft, he is proclaimed a

Man; and the company then feaft on a (heep. If, after this inauguration, the young man

is found in the company of women, he becomes the jcft and derifion of all bis affociates^

and is excluded from the converfation of the men till he again confents to undergo this

ceremony. •

A Hottentot youth, thus freed from maternal authority, is permitted to beat his tnmhtft),

if he pleafes, merely to difplay his own independence; and, indeed, it is too common, OA

tbefe occalions, for the unnatural brutes to treat their mothers with e^ery infult wan-

§f^8u toa
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coivcruelty can infltft^ that th«y niay«vuice the Ancerity of their intenttonsto adhere to the

hrutaX admonitions they have received.

Many other ftrange ceremonies are obferved among thcfc people on particular occa-

ilons; fuch as thofc ufed for congratulating a man on his vidory over any wild beaft,

commemorating fome fignal deliverance, the removal of a village, or deprecating the

•vengeance of the Deity when any epidemical diitempcr prevails; all of them uniformly

. concluding with a fcad-.

On the death of any inhabitant of a village, the friends and relations of the dcceafed fet

vp fuch a dreadful howling, fcreaniing, (houting, and clapping of bands, that an Euro-

pean would be almoft dunned with the noife. The corpfe is iminediately wrapped up in

the croHa of the deceafcd ; and, after an interval of fix hours, all the meji and women of

the village aflemblc before the entrance of the hut, the men forming one circle, and the

AYomen another, clapping their hands, and exclaiming, * Bo, bo, bo!' that is, * Father*

* father, father!'

' As the corpfe is not fufTered to be taken out at the door, they uncover the but; and the

xelati«ns of the dcceafed, or the chief or captain o^ the village, having nominated the

bearers, they t(ike the body in their arms, and fctout for the grave, attended by a numerous

concourfe of both fexes; whofe diftorted attitudes, and univerfal exclamations of * Bo,
* bo, bo!' have rather a ludicrous than a melancholy efFeft on Europeans. Having depo-

ftted the corpfe in the cleft of a rock, or the den of fome wild beaft, they fill up the grave

.with mould, ftoncs, or fticks, to prevent the body's being devoured by voracious animals.

The people then return to the village; and, fquatting down in two circles, renew their

Jamontations, which arc continued without intermiflion till filence is proclaimed; when

•two old men, eithc the friends or relations of the deceafcd, enter the circles, and diftribute

xhc'iT urine equally on every individual. Each of thefe elders then fte|^ing into the hut,

takes up a handful of aflies, and ftrcws them gently over the company.

If the deceafed ha^^ left any cattle, his heir now kills a fheep, and fome of the nearefl of

kin do the fame, to entertain the people. The heir is obliged to wear round his neck,

:tj|l itdrops ofF^ the cawl of the flicep he has killed, well powdered with buchu; the

other relations likewife wear the cawls, of the fhccp they have killed on this occaflon;

iV/hich arc the only badges of mourning wo.n by the rich Hottentots. And where the cir-

fumflances of the relations render them incapable of making an entertainment for the

whole village, ijiftead of wearing theft; cawls, they fliave tln.ir heads in narrow ftripeSj

leaving them alternatrly fmooth and hairy.

A moft abominabrlc praiSlice prevails among the Hottentots, of expofing, by the con-

sent of the village, the fuperannuatcd of both le.xes, wbT. i\o longer fcrviceable to the conu-

munity, in a folitary hut, with a flender ftock of provifions; where they arc fulFered to die

of hunger, or be devoured by wild beads. Yet horrid as this cuftom inJifputably muft

appear to every feeling mind, no arguments can convince a Hottentot that it is not an z&
of the greateft mercy, and they really appear to be filled with aftonifbment when this

/ppndu£lisindignan:ly arraigned by Europeans.

. .iXhfi iHpttcntot, nUions arc governed by their rcfpedlive chiefs, who command their

ny armies^
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«rmi«, and have power to make war or peace. Their dignity Is hereditary} but a public

declaration muft be made, before they enter on the exercife of their rcfpcdlive fundlions,

that they will never attempt the fmalleft fubverfton of the ancient form of governnnent.

Thefe chiefs were formerly diltinguiflied by the fuperior beauty and elegance o£ tho Hum
which compofed their drefs; but, flnce the eftablifhment of the Dutch at the Cape, they

have prefentcd crowns of brafs to all the chiefs in alliance with them, which are worn

«n moft public occaTions.

Under the chiefs of nations, arethe captains of kraals or villages, who adminifter juf-

tice, and preferve the peace in their refpeAivediflrifis; heading, in time of war, their quot«

of men. The office of captain is likewife hereditary; and a folemn engagement is entered

into, previous to their aAing in this capacity, that they will not deviate from the pri'

mitive inftitutions of the place. The Dutch have given each of thefe captains.a brafs-

headed cane, whjch are the badges of their dignity, and defcend to their fucccflbrs in office;

but neither the chiefs of nations, nor the captains of kraals, have any revenuci from ti\c

public, or receive the fmalleft emolument for the exercife of their audiority. .t . .1 1

The fentence of the captain of a village is final with refpedl tc all delinquents except

traitors, who muft be tried before a chief affifted by his fubordinate officers.

Difputes relative to property are adjufted by fummoning all the men of the village in-

to an open field} and, after a full hearing, the captain of the village funis up the evidence,

takes the votes of the -whole aflembly, and ^ironounces the decree according to the

opinion of the majority.

Adultery, robbery, and murder, are punifhed with death. The culprit is placed in a

Tingt furrounded by the inhabitants, all with clubs in their hands, and the moment fcn«

tence is pronounced by the captain of the village, he approaches the delinquent, giving

him a blow on the head with hi$-kirri-ftick; and this example being inftantly followed by

the reft of the court, the criminal is in a few minutes difpatched. . . uu
•Inheritances defcend to the eldeft fon, or heir-male; the younger children's portions fee-

ing left to the generofity of their brother, who keep- them in a ftatc of fervitude as long

as he pleafes. But the inheritor of a man's cattle is obliged to nuintain bis wives while

they remain unmarried.

This may fufficc to give a tolerable idea of the jurifprudence of the Hottentots: but it

'Will be necelTary to obferve, that the Dutch governor at the Cape has alraoft unlimited

•influence in all their public decifions ; and when animolitiesrun high between two nations,

he generally conciliates the difference, and prevents an abfolute rupture. The chiefs fte-

quentlymake their acknowledgments to the governor; and, being always well received,

and in general prefented with fuch trifles as they are moft attached to, they look ufon

the Dutch with great efteeni and veneration.

It wa& a confiderable time before Europeans could develope the myfteries which ob-

Tcured the religion of thefe nations; but it is now certain, that they acknowledge the ex>

•iftence of One Supreme Being, whom they ci^ll GounjaGounja, orGounjaTiquoa, or

the God of gods, the Governor of the WorK^ endued with unfearchable.attributes and per-

^edionSf who was the Creatorof all things, and whole refidence is far ^bovethe moon,

caufingi!''*
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caufing die Ktn tofiiinej and the rain to defcend, and providing all things neceflltry for

man and beaft.

Bat notwithftaading this acknowledgment of a true Godr they have no inftitudon or

ieftival liiac baa any immediate reference to hini<} their adorations being folely paid to

deities fubordinate to the Supreme Intelligenee: in defence of which, the raofl fenfible

among them afiert, that their firft paienu fo heinoufly offended the God of gods, that

.

they have expofed them to his curfe, and fliut his ears to their prayers.

The moon isefteemed an inferior viftble divinity, M^ich they ftile Gounja, or GrHI».

Mieving it to be the icprefentaiive of the Mnft High} and paying their adorations to it at

every change and full, in attitudes and tones of voice exprcffive of their veneration} cry^

jng, <We falute thee!—>Thou art welcome!—Grant iis fodder for our cattle, andmilic in

'

abundance !' Thefe and fimilar addrefics are frequently repeated,. attended with fmging,

.

fliootmg, dancing, and clapping of bands> which foetof worlhip uiu:dly lafis as long aS'

they can fee their cfcity.

The Hottentots likewitv pay great veneration to a-inaged infe^, faid to be peculiar to •

their country: this creature,, which has two horns, i: about the fize of a child's little

finger} it's back i9green,.aNd it's belly fpeckled with red aui white.

When one of thefe inltAs appears,, for they are not very common, the inhabitants'

•f the whole village ademhle, and dance r^and it withtr-Jifports of devotion} fcattering

profufely the powder of buchu, and thanking it for the honour of it'? vifir. They alfo

kill two fat (heep on the occafion, and imagine all their former fins are buried in everlaft'

ing oblivion. If the creature happens to-fettte upon any.one^ thatperfon is ever after conft-

dered as faered. and indeed is revered as a faint. The fattellox is then facrificed in honour

of this divine infeA, as well as of it's faint,, who wears the cawl of tlie beaft about his >

neck, till it eidwr rots off, or his £iintfllip is fuperfeded hy fome other inhabitant's obtain-

ing flmilar ho-^our.

Dcceafed fiiints, and ereinait men, are honoured with a religious veneration} and'feve-

ral mountains, fields^ rivers, and woods, are conlccrated Co their memory. . On paffing

.

thefe plaees, the Hottentots ftop to contemplate the virtues of the perfon to whofe memory.

the 7 are dedicated, 'iod devoutly implore their prote£lion and guidance through life.

They likevfiie believe in an unprt^tious deity, called Touquoa, whom they not only

defcribe as an ilUnbtured vexatious fpirit,. whofe malice deprives himfelf of reft, but as

the father of mifchief, the fourcc of affli^on, and the infpirerof witchcraft. To this-

diabolical being they facrifice through fear, and to avert the efTeAs of his refentment.

From theii' offering op prayers to the departed faints, it feems evident that they believe

in a future exiftence} though it has never been underflood that they have any- idea of

.

rewi-rds or punifhments.

T'ley tell us, d.^r their original progenitcre were fent into this country by God himfelf;

.

that the name of the man ws£ Noh, and thatof the woman Hing*noht and that they were

the inventors of feveral ufe^'il aitE; and taught the breeding and keeping of cattle, lo'

fevenil inffanees they refemble the Jews, particularly in the .ntgulation- of their feflivals by

Ae ztcw and full-iiUK>Ri^ in thcii It^al d^eaKiits> and their thfUxfti'- g from fwuiea>ie<h

aud
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and fifli without fcales; but they have no tradition rcrpi-dling the children of Ifrael, or the

Mofaic inftitutions.

A prieft, or rather maftcr of the rclig-'js ccrcnionie-:, rcfidcs in every village; b he

never ofters up to Heaven the prayers of the p(.oplc,nor iiiftrutSs them in the principles of

religion 5 his office being merely to prefide at their offerings, and to regulate their cere-

monies. He has neither revenues nor fixed ptnju.fitcs, but receives any voluntary pref^nt

they chufe to make him, and is always one of the p.irty at feafts and joyous meetings.

And here it may not be improper to remarlc, thit this is probably the only place on earth,

of any confiderable extciu, whore neither the temporal nor fpiritual powers h.ive the fmallcft

emolument or income rffixcd to their refpedlivc ftations; and this may probably be one

rcafon why a reformation in policy or religion could ne\cr be effected.

Strange and abfurd as their religion muit appear, there is not a finglc inftanccon record

where any Hottentot was fmcerely converted to the Chnllian faith. The Dutch, indeed,

havefentabundanceof miflionariesanong them, who have exerted themfelves to the utmolt,

but their endeavours have always proved intftcdual.

A late governor of the Cape was prcpt flefled with the opinion, that an Hottentot infant

might be brought up in the principles of the true religion, and taught to conform to Eu-

ropean cuftoms. He accordingly caufed one of them to be iiiftruilcd with great care in

the knowledge of Chriitianity, and in feveral languages; his drefs and manners being

formed after the Dutch model. Thus qualified, he was fent with a commlflary-

gencral to the Indies, where he remained for fome years, and then returned to the Cape,

But, in a few days after his arrival, equipping himfelf in the manner of his countrymen,

and packing up all his cloailis, he prefentcd himfelf before his pation, and laying the

bundle at his feet, addrefled him in words to the following effeft. ' Be pleafed. Sir, to

* take notice, that I for ever renounce this apparel. I likewife for ever renounce the

* Chriftian religion; being fully refolved to live and die in the religion, manners, and

* cuftoms, of my forefathers. 1 have now only to requeft that you will grant me (and I

* am pcrfuaded that I (hall not beg in vain) your pcrmiflion to wear this collar and hanger,

* as memorials of your kindntfs to me.' Then rufliing out of the governor's houfe, he

fled precipitately up the country; and, though frecuently urged by themiflionaries to re-

turn to the fold of Chrift, he could never be drawn from his rcfolution.

BmI though the Hottentots by no means chufe to embrace the ChnlHan religion, they

are often found to excel in it's moral obligations. In munificence and hofpitality, in re-

lieving the diftrefled, and intemperance and fobriety, they are almoft unrivalled. A Hot-

tentot can hardly enjoy his own meals, unlcfs his neighbour partakes with him. If he has

but a fingledratr, of brand V, he freely gives part of it to any perfon prcfent. If he is fmoak-

ji>g, he calls to his countryman to ftay and take a few whiffs with him, and his pipe

may poiTibly regale a large party before it comes to himfelf. In a word, the Hottentots

arc all kindnefs and good-nature to one another; and their felicity feems augmented when-

ever they have an opportunity of conferring any fa jur. Nor are their regards confined

to their own countrymen; they freely relieve the diftrefled of any complexion, country,

•r language, with ail the zeal of the moft hum^uie and peliihed nations of Europe. In

f
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pcrf'on.il chart Ity nml national f.ii;h they are truly exemplary, and their general moral cors-

(itii^ conveys the keencit reproof lo the defpifcrj of their ignorance.

The Hottentots, from praiflicc and long tradition, are pretty well (killed in the virtues

of fimp'es, and often apply them in very difficult and dangerous cafc^ with uncommon
luccefs, though many idle whims and fupr.'^llitions are blended with their picfcriptions.

In ilveral chirurgical operations they are dextrous and expert; though they have na
other iiiitrumcnts than a common knife, a horn, and a piece of bone.

VViien anv one is feized witii the colic, or ;iny local paiii, the firft expfdicnt is cup-

ping, which is performed after the following manner. The patient being laid on his back,

the doctor applies his mouth to the part afFedtcd, which he fucks for fomc time; then clap-

ping on tiic horn of an ox with a very fmooth rim, he lets it remain till the flLfli beneath is

become infenfiblc; after which the horn is removed, and two or three incifions being made,

the horn is replaced, where it remains till it is full of blood. If this operation only re-

moves the pain to another part, the patient is again cupped ; but when, after all, this mode
of cure proves ineflicacious, internal reniedies are adminiftered, which are either infufions,

or powders of certain falutary roots and herbs.

In every kraal there is at leaft one phyfician, who is chofen from among the moft aged

and experienced villagers, and appointed to watch over the health of his neighbours; the

honour of which employment is judged a fufficient recompence, for he has neither fee nor

reward for his prefcriptions or operations. The preparations of thcfe praftitioners are all

kept very fecret; and when a patient dies under their care, they always infift that their

remedies are rendered ineffectual by enchantment. Indeed, all maladies which baffle the

fkill of thefe phyficians, are conftantly afcribed to theeft'edl of forcery. When a patient

fuppofcs himftlf attacked by an evil fpirit, he applies to the phyfician of the village, who
ufually orders a fat fliecp to be killed, the caul of which he carefully infpeftsand powders

with buchu; after which it is twifted like a rope, and hung about the patient's neck, who
is obliged to wear it till it drops off. But fliould this prove infufficicnt, the dodtor pre-

fcribes phyfic; and when he finds that nothing will avail, he boldly afllrts that the fpell is

too powerful to be countcradlcd.

The language of the Hottentots, owing to the frequent coalition of confonants, and the

clafhing of the tongue againft the palate, is one of the moft inharmonious and uuintel-

ligible in the world. Their mufic, however, is tolerable, and difcovers evident traits of

genius and fenfibility.

The gom-gom, one of their mufical inftruments, confifls of a bow of iron or olive-

wood, ffrung with twifted finews or catgut, with a large quill, which is applied to the

mouth, the different notes being produced by the particular modulations of the breath.

They have alfo an inftrument called the larger gom-gom, and feveral kinds of flutes and

flagellets made of reeds, fome of which arc tolerably harmonious.

Thtir vocal mufic confifts chiefly in repeating the monofyllable oo in a variety of tones,

which is fung by both fexes in their religious ceremonies. But, notwithftanding this

poverty of harmony, and though they have frequently heard European inftruments, as

well as voices, they continue to maintain that their mufic is the moft melodious in the world.

ii . . I Dancing
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Dancing is with both fcxes a favourite tlivcrfion; but it is chiefly praftiicd at ihe ron-

clufion of a war, on the flaughtcr of fomc wild bcaft, or whtn any fortunate event has

happened either to a favoured individual, or to a village in general. On thefe and fimi-

lar occafions, the whole kraal teftify their joy by d;uicing whole nights without intcrmif-

fion or refrefliment; the fpcdato'-s forming a large circle for the better accommodation of

the dancers, who join in the common ' //j, ho, ho!' while the inllrumcntal muficiiiis

exert their utmoft fkill. Only two couples dance at one time; that is, two men and two

women. The women firft Hand uti; and, fliaking tlicir rin^s, give tlie lignal for a part-

ner, which is inftantly anfwered by a variety of candidates. At the beginning of the ball,

the parties are at a confiderablc diftance from each other; after dancing about a quarter of

an hour they at length meet, when they turn back to back, but never touch one another

throughout the whole dance.

Having given a concife account of whatever fecmcd mod remarkable in the manners,

policy, and religion of the natives, wefhall proceed to defcribe the Cape Town, and it's

principal edifices. The town is large, and laid out after a rcg alar plan, containing many
fpacious ftrcets, with fuperb houfes, feveral of which have '..rge courts in front, and ele-

gant gardens behind: the houfes are all of ftone; but, on account of the violence of the

eafterly winds, are in general but one ftory high, and none of them more than two.

The caftle is a magnificent and extenfive building, well furniftied with every ncccfTary

accomniodation for the garrifon; and, covering the harbour, it forms an excellent defence

againft any fudden alarm. The fuperior officers of the Company have very commodious

and beautiful lodgings in the caftle, which likewife contains the public ftore-houfcs.

The church, which is not very highly ornamented, is commodious and extenfive; and,

being white-waflied on the outfide, has a very agreeable appearance from the fea.

The hofpital is both an honour and an ornament to the place. It is a handfomc, re-

gular edifice, fronting the church, and fituated near the Company's garden. This hofpital

is attended with the moft beneficial efFctfls, as few (hips arrive either from the Indies or Eu-

rope without having aconfiderable number of fick on board, who are immediately conveyed

here; and being well lod j;cd and taken care of, foon recover from their indifpofitions, to

which frcfli provifions and a falubrious air do not a little contribute.

The other public ftruflurcs are the Lodn;e, where the Company's /laves are kept; and a

handfomc range oi flables, capable of coi ning fcvcral hundred horfcs for the ufe of the

governor and the officers of his court.

The government of the Cape colonies is conducted b<7 eight councils. T'c firfl-, or

grand council, confifls of the governor, and eight othii , who are generdly the highefl

officers in the Company's fervice; the next is th- College ' Julfirc; the nird is a court

dependent upon the lafl, which takes cognizance of all breaches of the peace; the fourth

15 the Court of M.\rriagcs, which takes rare that all nuptial contrail^ be entcrcu ,iito with

the confent of the parents or guardians of the contrafling parties; thf fifth is the Chamber

of Orphans; the fixth is the Ecclefiaftical College; the feventh is t. Court of Common
Council; and the eighth fuperintcnds the military regulations. The fervants belonging

to
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to the Dutch Company amount to about fix huiulrrd, who art divided into two ilafl^g,

called the qualitk'd and unqualified. ThcqtialificiJ arc thofe who conipofc iho adniini'

flration, and iheirclcrksj the unqualified are the (oliliers, artificers, and menial fi.rvant5.

The governor s yearly allowance is three thoul^iiul two hundred and fifty-tivc fioiinx,

with board-wages i
bcfidcs which, ho receives monthly one thoufand five hundred pounds

of rice, thirty bulhels of" pufli or white rice, three hundred and fixty pounds of fine bar-

ley-flour, twenty pounds of fait beef and pork, withav nuuh mutton as he thinks proper

j

one auln of African wine, four gallons uf Canary, two gal Ions of brandy, twenty -three gal-

lons of ilrong beer or Hruiilwuk mum, twenty-five pounds of frcfli butttr, filtten

pounds of white wax candles, ten pounds of tallow candles, fix pounds of fpices, a gallon

of fallad oil, and every thing elfe nccifi'ary for his houihold, out of the Company's fiorrs,

twenty-five per cent, under the felling price. In addition to this very liberal provifion,

he has five hundred florins for entertaining the commanders of the Dutch Kaft India fliips,

though the Comi>any's cattle, ttores, and gardens, fupply him with every article ulcd oa
thefe occafions.

The other fcrvants of the Company have all proi>ortionablc and adequate falarics, and

live in the molt comfortable manner imaginable.

1 he Comiwny's gsrdcn at the Cape, which is one of the greatcft beauties of the place,

and perhaps the mod, extraordinary in the world, contains almoft every fruit, flower, or

flirub, that is curious or valuable in every quarter of the globe. It is very fpacious, and

from niofi parts of it there arc delightful views of the furrounding country. I heinnu-

r'.eiable beauties it contains arc not to be deferibed j thoufandsof various flowers ftrike

the eye at once, and vie with each other in native fplendor : here groves of trees of every

fpecies fpread their branches to the fun; and there fhady walks, and elegant pavilions, give

the whole a mofi ron\antic and enchanting appearance.

CiMVaria Proper, or the northern part of this extcnfivc diflridl, is almort unknown;
ro Euiopean traveller having ever travcrfcd it's limits, or defcribed it's produdions, it's

natural curiolities, or the manners of it's inhabitants. The little of it that is known to

geographers, has obtained the name of Terra del Natal, fo called from it's having been

difcovcred by the I'ortuguefe on the dav of our Saviour's Nativity. This country, which

is fituated between the 30th and 33d degree of fi)uth latituile, is inhabited by the Cadies,

who in their manners and inllitutions differ widely from the 11*..:. ' .

The face of the country towards the fea is plain and woody; but it's inland parts arc

diverfificd with hills and vallics, and .".grceably chequered with groves, meadows, and

fpacious plains. The whole is well watered by fcvcral confidcrabic ftreams; the largcft

of which is the Natal: this river, after a long winding courfe, difcharges it(clf into the

Eaficrn Ocean near the 30th degree of fouth latitude.

The animals <-f this country arc very numerous, particularly elephants, which arc oftca

fccn in droves of more than a thoufand; nor is the favagc brood Icfs plentiful than in the

neighbouring nations.

Fowls, both wild and fame, arc extremely plentiful; but thr particular fpecies are in

jrcneral unknown to Europeans, though feme vf them are rcprcfcntcd as uncommonly

beautiful.

Thtt
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• The riveni, «< well at the fra, are plentifully ftockwl with filh, but the native* fi-Moni

catch them: they, however, take va(t nnmbcrs of tiirtlen in a vciy fingiilar mnnnert

tying t flring to the head and tail nf a livinj^ rcn\orn,or fluking -fifl), whith they |pt down

into the water among the young turtles, and as foon as it adheres to the h;»ck of one of

them, draw up both together.

The natives, who arc of the middle ftnttire, are well proportioned, of n graceful afpe«?>,

and have woolly hair, with remarkably white teeth. Tlvir ufual drffs is only n fipiiirc

piece of cloth made of filk-grafs, in the form of a fhort apron, and tied rtniiul the waift

with two firings. Thf y wenr tallow-caps, ne.irly a foot high, foimed by gradually lay-

ing on the h^ir large quatitities of the puird fat, which they never afterwards reniove from

their heads: and without thefecaps of tnilowaman would be expofed to the derilion of the

whole comtnunity. H«ys, till H certain age, arc prohibited from Bflumhig this diftinguifh-

ing brtdgp of manhood.

The « hicf rmploymrnt of the natlvps is agriculture, and tending their (locks. Their

ordinary food confills of bread mnde of Ciuincn corn, with various kinds of flcfh and fowl,

and thi ir conontm beverage is milk.

Every individual is ;> gmcial artiliccrj that is, he builds his hut, and makes his culi-

nary utcnfils, as well as his ortVnfive nnd defenfive weapons. The men perform all the

laboiious offices, while the women only milk the cows and fuperintcnd df)nuftic regula-

tions, as in moiccivilircd nations. They live together in fmall villages, which are under

he g'lvcrnment of the oldeft inhabitant} but the fupreme power is lodged in a king of

{he country, with whofe refidenccwe arc wholly unacquainted.

Wives, or rather women, aie allowed without limitation; being purchafed from their

relations, hiefly with cattle, for there is no fueh tbirg as money in the country.

The CattVcfi carry on fome trade with the corfairs of the Red Sea, who take iheir ivpry

in exchange for filks, which arc again difpofcd of to fueh Europeans as touch at Natal,

or carried into Monon»otnpa.

A Dutch navigator formerly met with an Fnglifliman in this country, who had

Jefcrted from his fliip, and fettled among the Caft'res; where he married two wives, an-l

affimilated his drefs and manners to thofc of the people among whom he liveil. Having

amafTcd a vafl quantity of ivory and filks, he formed the refolutiou of embarking with

thefe commodities for the Cape: but the king hearing of his intention, ordered hiii to ap-

pear in his prefcncej when, after reproaching him in the fevcieft terms for his meditated

treachery and ingratitude to a people who had received and chcri(hed him in fo generous

a manner, he re prefcntcd the inhumanity of leaving his wife and children in fuch glowing

colours, that the culprit fell at the monarch's feet, acknowledged his oftence, and con-

fented to abandon his defign. He is faid to have afterwards prevailed tm another Kurop'-ail

to (cttle in this country; hut whether there are at prcfcnt any of their dcfcetulants, has

never been thoroughly afcertained.

From the account of the lofs of the (Jrofvrnor Indiaman, jufl publiflted by Alexander

Dalrymple, Efq. under the fanilion of the Court of Directors of the KafI India C'linpaiiv,

it appears^ that the Dutch dillinguilh four people bcyund the Huttcntut.'^i vi/.. the Cillrr
,
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the Tambookcrs, the Mambookers, and the Abonyas: on the coaft of which latter people

the Dutch i'uppofe the (hip to have been lod in 28 degrees 30 minutes fouth latitude.

Hctwccn the Tambookcrs and Mambookcrs there is an uninhabited country.

'i he chief information that can be colledcd from this narrative is that common attach-

ment of all the African nations to brafs ornanicni!:, which the Caft'res flicwcd on this oc-

cafion, by picking up the brafs nails from trunks caft afliore, and (licking them into their

hair—that they are aJUi<^cd to pilfering, as appears from their ftraling what they liked

from the wreck, and then running away—that they drefs their heads high with a hollow

in the middle; which rather fccms to confirm the account of fomctliing like thr tallow

heads juft dcfcribed from Dampier and other travellers, though Mr. Dalrymple feems

to think the diretSl contrary—that the natives have but one (hoe, made of buffalo

)iidei which they wear on the right-foot, without any upper-leather except over the toe,

tying it round the ancle with two firings from the heel, and with which they arc Paid tu

make aftonidiing fprings in hunting—that they throw (tones at their enemies, and ufc tar-

gets made of hides, with red (licks knobbed at one end, and lances—and that the women are

cloathed, from the (boulders to the knees, in long fkins, drefl'ol very foft.

In one of the countries through which the failors paiFcd in their progrefs to the C.ipc

of Good Hope, they faw a people taller than the CaftVes in general, and not fo black, with

their checks painted red, and with oflrich and other feathers (luck in their hair. They

alfo faw, in vhr.ir journey, a m^in lighter coloured than the natives, with ftraight hair,

whom they fnppofed to be a Malayan, (but whom the Dutch imagine was one of their

••ountrymen, named Traut) who warned them to keep along the coall, as they might, if they

went inland, probably fall in with the Hufchcmcn Hottentots, who would mod afl'uredly

dedroy them; and, afterwards, a black Poituguefe, who lived by the fide of a falt-water

river, with two Caftre women, and entertained thediftrefled travellers in a very hofpitable

manner.

Though only the four fcamen from whom the narrative above alluded to was taken

have yet arrived in Kngland, as the number of pcrfons on board the Grofvenor at the time

of the wreck is fuppofed by Mr. Dalrymple to have been one. hundred and forty-two,

many n>ore intelligent perfons, and fuch as had better opportunities of obfctving the

cuftoms of the feveral people in whofe countries they may but too long rcfide, will pro-

bably be enabled to give farther particulars of the cudoms and manners of the feveral in-

habitants than ha\cyet tranfpircd. And this is the rather to be cxpci5lcd,as the calamities

they experienced arc fuppofed to have arilen merely from want of management with the

ratives, who might naturally be alarmed on feeing fo large a body of Europeans; for they

certainly treated the individuals who fell Angly amongft them rather with kindncfs thau

hrutality, .
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BOOK IV.

AFRICAN ISLANDS.

C II A P. I.

BABELMANDEL.

HAV INCi furvpycil the continent of Africa, the inhabitants of which, as we have

fccn, in general entertain but very contradled ideas of civilization and icfincment,

we (hall now biiifly dofcribc it's infular appendages, fomc of which arc fuppofcd to be the

happy iflands of iintiquity, though in many fiiccecilinjf ages their fituntion^ were unknown.
The fame baibarifm which over-ran the ontincnt, fprcad it's baneful wings on every fide;

and, brooding incumbent on the relics of genius, enervated the arm of Induftry, furled the

fail of commene, and left the nations equally ignorant of arts and of each other.

Beginning with the idands in the Indian Ocean, we come Rr(l to Babclmandcl, which

gives name to the Straits at the entrance of the Red Sea, and is fituated in 13 degrees

north latitude, and in 43 degrees 33 minutes eaft longitude from London; about four

miles trom the Arabian as well ar from the Abyfllnian fliore. I'he Ethiopians and the

Arabians lormerly carried oil inccflant wars for the poflelTion of this then important ifland,

Which commands the entrance into the Sou'.h Sea, and preferves a communication with

the ocean ; but the Turks having now made themfclvcs mafters of both fhorcs, and the

commodities ot India no longer pafling through the Red Sea, it is almofl defcrted.

The whole circumference of this ifland is not more than five miles; the foil is barren,

rocky, and cxpofed; and, being fcorchcd by the intenfc heat of the funi it now fcarcely

affords any fulleiiancc cither for man or bcaO:.
i

<<-

C 11 A P. II. '
' '

• '

*

,
ZOCOTRA.

. .' -ii: . I
' . ,

THE Idand of Zocotra, or Socotra, is fituated in the Eaflern Ocean, in 53 degrees

12 minutes north latitude; thirty leagues from Cape Guardafuy; and is about

eighty miles long and fifty-four broad. It is particularly celebrated for remarkably fine

aloes, which are therefore called Sucolrine. Though the climate is exceflively hot, this

ifland is very populous, and the foil yields mod of the fruits and plants common to tropi-

cal fituations, with confiderable quantities of frankincenfe, gum tragacanth, dates, and

rice; which laft articles are principally exported to Goa, and other parts of the Eaft Indies.

The ifland likewife abounds with cattle; and there are two good harbours, where Euro-

pean fliips ufcd formerly to put in when they loft their paOage to India.

The
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The inh;ihltants on the coaft- are negroes oT large ftature, with 'lifagreeable afpe^ls

anJ woolly hdiri but thofc inhabitin.^ the interior parts if the iliand, and probably the

Aborigines, arc much more h iiidfomc, having feature*; which nearly refuTiblc thofc of

Europeans: the Arabs, however, arc mafters of the country, and occupy all the bcA
Htuntions.

Thefe iflanders wear a flufFmadc of goats hair, formed into long gowns, which are

faftened round the waill with a fafli: they have alfo a fort of long cloaks, which arc thrown

over the fhoulders, and wrapped round the whole body.

They fubfift on the milk and ili-fli of their cattle, with dates, rice, and herbs.

The Zocotrans in general arc Pagans; but the Arabs, who arc the governing body, are

Mahometans. Calanfia, which is the only city of the ifland, is the refidencc of a prince,

who is faid to be tributary to the Ottoman Porte; but fince Europeans have ceafed to

touch at this ifland, we have been but little acquainted with the civil or political cuftoms

of the iithabitants.

TV " ! .

CHAP. III.

COMORA ISLLS,

T^E Combfa Ifles are fituated between 41 artd 46 degrees caft longitude, and betwteett

10 and 14 degrees fouth latitude; beihg at equal diftances from the continent of Africa

ihd the iltand of Madagafcar. Johanna, which is the principal of thegroupe, is about

thfrty miles long and fifteen broad, and abounds with all forts of provifions and tropical

fruits. The Eaft India (hips ufually touch at this place for refrtfliments, and meet with

iiti hbfpitaluy from the natives which is but feldorti experienced on the continent of

Africa. They are negroes of the Mahometan perfuafion, ahd are remarkable for their

affability and politenefs. Mofl of the inhabitants are tall, robufl, and well-proportioned$

they have piercing eyes, long black hair, and complexions between olive and black. The
common people wear only fkull-caps, with coarfe wrappers round 'heir loins; but thofe

of more elevated rank have wide-fleeved fhirts hanging down over wide drawers, with

waiftcoats accommodated to the feafon: perfons of confequence are alfo diflinguifhed by

the nails of their fingers and toes, which are futFcred to grow to an immoderate length, and

are tinged with a yellowifh-red juice extracted from a flirub which grows in the marfhy

parts of the iflahd. They ufually carry large knives or poniards fhick in the fafhes which

encircle their waifts; but few have turbans, except thofe of very fuperior degree. The
vi/dinea adorn theitifelves #ith bt^(?elets of various metals; and their ears in particular are

fo'Alle^d Hlvith thefe hv6\xt\te ornattients, that the lobes are greatly dilated with the weight,

and t!hts i$ confidered as a. mark of extraordinary beauty.

Children of both fexes, for phyfical reafons, rather than from the heat of the climate,

go e^Atlrely ntiked till they ate Ibven or eight years of agej as they fuppofe that the free

accefs
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accefs of air to every part of the body is conducive to health, ftrcngth, and growth, and

that it prevents thofe deformities which fwathing is apt to occafion.

The foil being of itfclf abundantly fertile, the natives indulge their conftitutional indo-

lence; and, fatisBcd with it's fpontancous produdlions, never attempt to improve it by

tillage and cultivation.

Their language is a corruption of the Arabic, incorporated with theZangucbar tongue;

and their manners flill retain much of the fimplicity of uncultivated nature. Naturally

of warm conilituiions, they generally avail ihemfelvcs of the indulgences of their reli-

gion, as to the number of their wives.

They treat the Englifh with peculiar civility, on account of the afliltancc they fnrmer-

ly received from thi'm in their wars with the natives of the neighbouring ifland»>, and

the confidence thcv repofc in their difiiiterefK-d views of vifiting them.

The town of Johapna is compofed of about two hundred houfcs and huts, the former

of which are built of ftone, and belong to the king and principal men of the country;

but the latter are conitrudtcd of r^eds tied together, plaiftcrcd over with a mixture of clay

and cow-dung, and thatched with ':ocoa-Ieavcs.

The origin ofmonarchial government in thisifland,isafcribcdtoaMooriflinierchant;who,

flying for murder from Mofambique, put to fea in an open boat, and accidcnt.illy reached

Johanna; where, meeting with a favourable reception, and being foon after joined by fome

of his countrymen, he formed a fcheme to raife himfelf to the fovcreignty of the ifland,

which he accompliftied by his fuperior addrefs, without violence or ufurpation. His

knowledge made him rcfpeiled by the ignorant natives; and having fecurcd the favour of

the majority, and eftablithed himfelf on the throne by their voluntary concurrence, he

found means to overcome all oppofition; and, after a long reign, left the kingdom to his

fon, in whofe family it has everfince remained.

When any European fhip arrives, the king ufuaily goes on board; as no trade can be

opened with his fubjecls, till his royal licence is obtained; which, however, feldom cofls

more than a little gunpowder, a few mufquets, or any other European commodities which

narticul.irly ftrikc the fancy of the fovereign.

The other Comora iflcs arc, Comora, from which the reft are denominated; Mayotta,

Mohilla, and Angaztja; but as European fliips feldom vifit any except Johinna, we know
very little of their ;v,odu«5* ions, or the cuftoms of their inhabitants, only that they are

more inhofpitable than thofe we have defcribed; and, either from dread or diflike, they are

avcrfe to ar.y intcicourfe with foreign nations.

!!i

CHAP. IV.

MADAGASCAR.
-%

THIS is cft'vmed the largrft ifland of Africa, and is indeed one of the largcft in the

whole woild. It has obtained difFtrcnt names, from the different nations who have

vifitcd it. ]]y the nativxi it :5 called MaJacafc; by the Pcrtugucfe, the firft difcovcrcrs,

. ; 9 E St.
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St. Laurence; by the French, L'Iflc Dauphini and by the Nubians, Pcrfians, ami Ara.

bians, Scrandib. It lies between the lath and 26th degrees of fouth latitude, and be-

tween the 44th and 51ft degrees of eaft longitude from London, about forty Laguts from

the continent of Africa: being nearly a thouland miles in length from north to Couth; and,.

at a medium, about two hundred iind fifty miles bro.id.

Between this ifland and the continent, the led is rapid and boiftcrous, forming a channel

through which European (hips, in their pallagu to and from India, ufualiy pal's, unicfs

prcvinted by the violence of the winds.

The general appearance of the country is plcafant, fertile, and inviting; it abounds iu

fiigar, honey, vegetables, vines, fruit-trees, valuable gums, fpices, corn, cattle in pro-

digious numbers and variety, wild and tame fowls, prcciouii itoncs, iron, filvcr, coppcr>,

tin, and ftecl.

There is an agreeable divcrfity of hills, vallies, woods, and open country; the pafturage

is excellent, the forefts ever-green, and the rivers, fomc of which are very confiderablc, are

plentifully Qocked with excellent HHi. To thefe local advantages we may add, that the

air is temperate and falubrious.

The natives are commonly tall, well-proportioned, and of an olive complexion, inclin-

ing to black. Their hair is black and curling, but not woolly, like that of the negroes

of Guinea; their nofcii zrz fmali, but ^ular; and their lips are of moderate thicknefs.

The vulgar wrap only a (hort piece of cotton cloth or filk round their wailts, which

they call a lambcr; but perfons of difiin£lion, of both fexcs, adarn their wrifts with rings

of the moft valuable metal they can procure, with which they likewife ornament their hair.

The women wear lambers or robes reaching to their feet, covered with a garment in

the form of a ftrait /hift, which covers the whole body. This is commonly of cotton,,

dyed of a dark colour, and trimmed with beads of different hues fancifully arranged.

The females are exemplary in their conjugal obedience, amiablcnefs of difpofttion, an^*

agrecablenefs of manners. Indeed, the whole nation may be charafterized as a friendly,,

benevolent people, poflefling many virtues, which are not fhaded by more numerous vices

than thofe which are commonly pradifed in more civilized regions.

The moft refpe£iful mode of i'alutation is licking a fuperioi's feet; which abje(^ fub-

miflion is pradifed by thofe who addrefs the prince, and by the wives when their huf-

bands return from the wars, or after long abfence. The principal riches of the inha-

bitants are fuppofed to confift in their cattle; for gold and filver are only ufcd by way of

ornament, or in exchange; the art of coinage being entirely unknown.

The fovereigns of Madagafcar affect a great deal of external fplendor, and exercife an

uncontrouled power over the lives and fortunes of their fubjcdts, to whom they give au-

dience fitting crofs-lcgged on a mat. They are perpetually furroundcd by a confjderable

number of noblemen and flaves; and they have a variety of palaces, as they are called,

raifed with boards formed by the hatchet; which, though far exceeding the huts of their

fubjc£ls, are fi.!dom more t)ian eight or ten feet high,

Thcfe princes, however, have no regular ftanding army, but make ufc of their vaflals upon

every emergency. Their arms arc lances and hatchets, with a few fire-locks purchafeJ

{torn European mariners.

When.
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When they make wnr, they i!ciicr;)lly aitiinpt to carry their point by fiirprize ; to rfFodt

which, they uliiaily ;itt;ick lli lou'ii;. of tlitii iiv miis in the iii^ht; a m.M prcc diiij^ the

army with a pi ci- of imat in his h.iiul, wiiich hi.- throws to the dot;", to pre\»iit iheir

barkinj^. 'I he inhabitants, howivii, hiiny fimn alarmed, cmJ.auiur to l!y; hut, in at-

teniptini'; to Iia\c tiicii huts, tliey are tiabhed wi>h luicfs by tl'iir tninics. I he

women and children aic thm made piifoncrs, the town huriit, and ilic cattle diiven avvayj

M'hich clofes the contcll, unleCs the vanquilhed can obtain aflill.mce, and ni.iUe repiiaalv.

Thou^;!i Ictti rs have iic\cr been intiodiiced into thi"- country, then laws, wliich arc

liaililional, and handed down from father to fon, aie loundcd \i\ julhcc, and enforced

without partiality or indulgence. Capital puniihrnents arc but lew, and indeed Celdom

neceflary; hut fines, which are always paid in cattle, arc levied on the moll trivial occa-

fions. Adultery with thi wife of a fup.ri t is cxpiutcd by the forfeiture of th:;tv head of

cattle, bi fides beads (t other articles; hut with the wife (fan equal, hy a fine of vmly

twenty. AfTaultsarc puniflieJ by a fine of fifteen head of rattle; ai'.d when :in\ one defrauds

his neighbour, the nuniher forfeited is proptirtioncd to the n'a^nituile of the > ft'iicc.

They profefs i'a(;anifm ; acknowlrdj^ing, however, the txidence of one Sisprtme (lod,

whom they call Deaan Un^horray, which fi^jnifies 'The Lord above:' hut tlity maintain

that there arc four other lords, each of whom prcfidcs over hi^ refpc(Rivc quarter of the

world. Thcfe are regarded as the immediate fervants of the i;re.it CHod, and as mediators

between him and man; on whieh account they receive religious veneration, r.nd are ad-

drefied by prayers and facrificcs.

Befidcs thcfe invifible deities, they keep in their houfes a fmall portable idol, which

they call Owley. This is fuppofcd to be a kind of taiifman to which ihcir guardian genius

is attached, r!"d by which, as a proper medium, he i'< to be invoked.

Circumcifion is performed among thofe people, but in a very diftlrent manner from that

of the Jews and Mahometans. The ceremony is preceded by mirth, drinkin;,', and i'cC-

tivity: after which a bull is tied and laid on the ground, when the relations and frienda

bring prcfents of calilc; the father, or nearcft conncdtiun, then takes the child in liis

arms to the bull, and puttins; it's rii^ht-hand on the bull's right horn, exelaiins— ' I,et

' the great God above, the lords of the four quarters of the world, and the :^uardian fpi-

* rits, profper this child, and make him a great man ; let him be (Imng like this hull, and

* overcome all his enemies.' An experienced peifon then performs the oflice, by euttin;^.

off the pr.'epuce as clofe as poflible; after which the child is delivered to his mocher, the

bull is killed, and a feaft is made on the fpot for the adembled friends.

Their belief of futurity is evident from every circunidancc of the t'ew religions cere-

monies they perform. They treat the memory of their forefathers with peculiar veneia-

tion; and, in the celebration of their funeral rites, difplay a becoming folcmnity. Kviry

family has a peculiar burial-place, 'mclofed by a kind of palifadoes, which is never en-

tered without burning a bullock or cow before the fpot. When any pcrfon is to be

interred, the chief or eldcft of the family goes to the gate of the cemetary; and, calling,

aloud on all the dead depofitcd there by name, he concludes with obfcrving, th.it fueh a

nlation is come to lepole among them, and hoping they will own Ijim for a friend. 'I'hc-

I'atcs
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pntc'S arc then optrnnd j and, the grave being dug (o a proper depth, the corpfe is di pofittd,

1111.1 covered with c.rth, wljile the people without arc bufitd in cutting up and dividing

amoni; iheinftlvts the cattle wliich the furviving friends have brouglit Jor ihcir cnter-

l.iinnient.

M'uraing is not fij^nificd by any particular drcfs, but by fhaving the hfadj and who-

ever iKU'ltcts to comply with thi^ form, on the death of his prince, i.i ifti.'cincd a traitor.

'Tlicy pay the moll implicit obedience to the injunctions of their uii olli s, or magicians,

who pretend to di/e into the furct powers of nature, and to engage the aflill.ince i>( fa-

mili.ir fpirits on every occafion. They likcwife malcc talifinanic conipofition', which are

cairiijd before t!ie armv to enfure fuccefs. In fhort, nothing of importance is uuJei taken

without confultiii'r th-jle unalllsj but thougii their incantations are by no means always

elKcacioiis, and events frequently fall out very diftcient from their piedititions, they are

never at a lofs for fome plaulible rcafon to account for their failure; and, as they muil ibnie-

tinus be right in their conjedures, a f<:w inllances of this kind arc fufliijcnt to fecure per-

ine.iKiit reputation.

Thefe magicians, however, never interfere in religious a6ls, nor attempt to prcfcribe

the modes of perforniini; them; as every individual has (ome ceremonials peculiar to him-

I'elf, and deviates without offence from the general forms,

Madagafcar, as we have already hinted, was firftdifcovered by the Portuguefe, but they

never attempted to fettle in it. The French, indeed, ufurped the pofilflion of it in 164I}

but foon lofiiig the confidence of the natives, they were all expelled a few years after;

lince which peiioJ no European nation has ever thought proper to make a finiilar attempt,

though the French are, faid at prefent to have fome fujh plan in contemplation.
|>,

C II A P. V.

MAURITIUS. '

THIS iflind obtained it's prefent name from the Dutch, who firft difcovered it in

1598, while Prince Maurice was their fladthoider. It is fituated in 20 degrees

fouth latituiie, and 56 c aft longitude, and about an hundred leagues to the eaftward of

Madagafcar. It's form i?- oval, being about 50 leagues in circumference; and there is

an excellent harbour, ca[,.iblc of containing fifty larpe (hips in perfect fccurity. The
cliiviate is cfleemed both pli:if:int and faliibrious; and the mountains, feveral of which are

verv lofty, produce fome of the belt ebony in the world, btfidrs various other valuable

trees. A number of rivulets likewifedcfcend from the hills, which arc plentifully flocked

with li(h, and tend to fertilize the foil in a furprizing manner, rendering it producftive of

fugar-canes, tobacco, rice, and various fruits; and aftbrding paftuiagc for great numbers

of cattle.

When the Dutch fird took pofTeflion of this ifland, they found it deftitutc of inhabi-

tants, or even animals, except deer and goats; but, with their ufual indullry, they foon

rcndcied
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renJcrcd it very fertile, niul pKntit'uI'y (locked it with cattle. However, they after-

wards rcfigncd it into the h;!iuls of the Frtiich, who have ever fincc reniaiiieJ mailers of

Muurttius.

c M A P. vr.

13 0URB0N.

THE Idc of Bourbon, which is fitunted in 2r degrees foiith latitude, and 54cafMon-

gitudc from London, about eighty leagues to thj eaftward of Mada^afcar, is of an

oval form, and ninety inikr in circumference.

This ifland is charmingly divcrfificd with hills and vallics, forces and pafturagc, and

refreflicd with a number of beauti*"ul rivulets and fprings. Though thj climate is iii-

tenfely hot, ic is cflecmid falubrious, and fruits of all l:inc!«, with iMcat varictv of plants,

roots, and fpices, grow fpontantoufly. Many of the tn.cs yi^M odirifcrous gumsj whils

the rivers are ftockcd with filh, the coafl with land and fea-tui tier, and every part of the

ifland with neat cattle, hogs, goats, and viirious beautiful birds. Ambcrijrib, cor^i, and

the moft curious (liclls, are found on the fliorcs.

On the north and fouth fides of the ifland arc many commodious roads for fliipping;

but there is fcarccly one good harbour where vcfllls can ride fecure againft thofc dreadful

hurricanes which frequently h.ippen during ihemonfoons. Indeed, the coafl is environed

with blind rocks, which render the navigation at all fealbns dangerous; and on tl.e

fouthern extremity is a volcano which continually emits flantcs and fmoke, attended with

a tremendous roaring noife.

The Portugucfcfirll difcovcred this ifland in 1545; and, having floclc^d it with hog? and

goats, afterwards deferted it. An Englifh commander, named Caftletnn, next lamk;!, in

1613; and, being charmed with it's beauty, gave it the appellation of the En;ili(h Fureit.

But as our Eatt India Company never thought fit to colonize this ifland, the French

took pofleflion of it in the year 1654, and named it the Ifle of Bourbon; leaving a few people

of their own nation, and feveral flaves, which were afterwards brought away by an Englifli

Hiip. The French, however, on tlicir cxpulfion from Mailagafcar, a fecond tune cfla-

blifhcd themfelves on this ifland, where they have at prcftnt tiino pretty confiderable

ports: St. Paul; St.Dcni-;, the tefidence of the governor; and St.bul'.uuiaj at oiio or other

of which their iiall India fliips ufuaily touch for rcfrelhmcnis.

I

ill)

, ;,r:. CHAP. VII.

* ' ''''\ ST. HELENA.

LEAVING the Oriental regions, wc again double the Cape of Good Hope, which

opens the Atlantic Ocean to our view, from whofe immenfc bofom a confiderable

number of iflands lift their heads; the firll of which, in this quarter, that claims parti "ular

notice, is St. Helcnai

9 F This
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This iflami, fo named by the Portuguefc, bccaufc it was originnlly difcovered oii St.

HcKmi's day, is fituated in l6 degrees Couth latitude, and 6 degrees weft longitude, from

London; bring nearly at equal diftances from the continents of Africa and Amerui.

St. Helena is a rock about twenty-one miles in circumference, fo high and llcep that

it is only acceflible at the landin^-nlace, which is fituated in a fmall valley on the eaftern

fide, defended bv ftrong batteries, the guns being planted nearly on a level witii th' water.

This is the only anchorage about the ifland, except at Chap?l Valley Bay; and, as the

wind always blows from the fouth-eaft quarter, if a fhip overihoots the ifland ever ft)

little, it is impofTible to recover it again.

Thouoh nothing but a hard barren rock prefents itfelf on ev^ry fide, it is covered with

mould about a foot deep, which produce? not only grafs, but fruit;., herbs, roots, and

efculent plants; being agreeably diverfifieti \fith eminences and plains, among which the

houfes of the natives are interfperfed. The fields afford paflurage to a vail number of cai-

tlc, fomc of which are fed for the fupply o'' fuch Eaft Indiamen as touch at this place; the

reft furnifh the natives with milk, butter, and chccfe. Hogs, goats, and a variety of poul-

try, abound thi-oughout the ifland; while the fca is well fumifhcd with fifti. But, amidft

this happy abundance, they have neither bread nor wine; as the rats, which lodge in the

rocks, and cannot be exterminated, deftroy the wheat, a:i^ the climate is too hot for

making wine.

At a little diftance from the landing-place, in Chape] Valley, ftands the Englifli fort,

where the governor refides; and in the fame valley is a town confifting of about fifty

houfes built after the Englifh manner, to which the people of the ifland always refort when

any (hips appear, as well to i& on the defenfive if they are enemies, as to entertain them

if friends. There are about two hundred families upon the ifland, chiefly of En^Vith ex-

tradion. Every family has it's houfe ai\d plantation, where they look after their cattle and

poultry, and cultivate roots, herbs, and gardsn-flufF, which they difpofe of to the mariners

who touch there. They are not, however, permitted to purchafe any merchandize of the

ihips which arrive in their harbour, but are obliged to buy whatever they want of foreign

growth or manufvidure at the Company's watehoufe, for which they are allowed fix months

credit.

The aborigines of this ifland are remarkable for iheir frefti, ruddy complexions, and

robuft coiiftitutions; and are charaderized, by a gentleman who was long converfant with

them, as an honeft, inofFunfive, and hofpitable people, having fcarcely a tindure of avarice

or ambition.

Though the Portuguefc certainly difcoveied St. Helena, and ftocked it with hogs,

goats, and poultry, it does rot appear that they ever eltablifhed any colony.

In 1600, the Englifh Eaft India Company firft took pofleflion of it; and maintained the

fovcreignty, without interruption, till the year :')73, when the Duteii took it by furpriic.

The Knglir , however, under the command of Captuin Munden, recovered it within the

fpace of ? var, and at the fane time ioolc three Dutch Eaft Indiamc- which Uy in the

road, and it has ever finCe retrained in our pofl'elEun.

The
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The afFairs of the Company are managed by a governor, deputy-governor, and ftore-

keeper, who have fixed falaries, befides a free table, to which all mafters of (hips and prin-

cipal pafTengers are conftantly welcome.

CHAP. VIII.

ASCENSION.

THE Ifland of Afcenfion is fituated in 8 degrees fouth latitude, and 17 degrees ao
minutes weft longitude, from London, about two hundred leagues to the north-weft

of St. Helena. It was difcovered by the Portuguefe on Afcenfion-day, and from this cir-

cumftance received it's name. The ifland is only about ten leagues in circumference, and

in general very barren; producl.ig but little wood, fruits, roots, or herbage, and is ftill

uninhabited . however, fuch Eaft India (hips as have milTed St. Helena, ufually make this

a place of refre^ment, being furniflied with a fafe and commodious harbour. Within

L'nd are fome goats, and feveral fpecies of birds; but the vaft number of turtles which the

coaft affords, niinci pally induce mariners to touch at this place. There is a fpot on the

ifland called the Poft OfHce, where letters are left corked up in a bottle, which is broke by

the next comer, and another placed in it's ftead. The want of frefh water will for ever

prevent tlie colonization of this place, that important article being no where to be pro«

cured throughout it's whole extent. f.

C H A P. IX.

ST. MATTHEW. .;

ST. Matthew is fituated in i degree 40 minutes fouth latitude, and in 9 degrees 12 mi-

nutes weft longitude, from London, nearly one hundred leagues to the north-eaft

of Afcenfion. This ifland was likewife firft difcovered by the Portuguefe; who, after

planting it, and maintaining the pofFcfTion for feveral years, at laft abandoned it, fince

which lime no other nation has thought it ivorthy of attention.

C H A P. X.

ST. THOMAS.

THE Ifland of St. Thomas, or St. Thome, is nearly circular, being one hundred and

twenty miles round, and Ires exa£lly under the equator, about forty-five leagues from

the African continent. The airof this ifland is damp, and prejudicial toEuropcan conftitu-

tions; neverthelcfs, it is the moft confiderableof any in the Gulph of Guinea, and is well

peopled by the Portuguefe. It abounds with wood and water, and towards the centre rifes

into
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into a mountain of fuch height that it's fummit is generally enveloped with clouds. The
foil produces Indian orn, rice, fruits, fugar, and fomc cinnamon.

The principal town in the ifland is St. Thome, which is liittwifc the fee of a bifliop^

flnd contains five or fix hundred houf^s, huadfomcly built of wood, and fuiiouiided witti

balconies, after the Portugucfc Itilc.

; I .

•

C II A P. XI.

AN A DO A.

THIS ifland w.ns difcovered on the id of January 157T, and it's name import"! a

happy year. Tt is fituatcd in 2 degrees fonth latitude, two hundred miles to the wiil

of Con^o, and is about thirty miles in circumference. The country is mountainous, but

abounds with Indian corn, rice, oranges, cocoa-nuts, and oihrr fruits eommnn to thefc

climates; there arc alfo plenty of cattle, hog«,and poultry. The I'oitii'Miefe Hill maintain

the fovercignty of the illand, but the (generality of it's inhabitants are of nej^roextraiilioii.

This place is principally valuable for it's convcnifnt road, in which (hips may ride with

much fecurity.

f-.;.'f t >*. '^

CHAP. XII.

J f 7'.

PRINCE'S ISLAND.

THIS fmall ifland is fituatcd in the Gulph of Guinea, in i degree 30 minutes north

latitude, and is extremely mount.iiiious and woody. It produces rieo, Indian coin,

and a variety <if fruits and roots; bcfidcs fugar-cancs, witii which it {..leiily abounds.

Black cattle, hogs, and goats, arc numerous, confiderirg it's extent} but it has the mif-

fortune to be annoyed with a fpccics of monkics which arc extremely niilchievuus, and

even dangerous. .
•' V

C H A P. XIII.

FERNANDO JM).

THIS ifland is about thirty miles long and twenty broad, diflant ten leagues from

the continent, and lies in j degrees .j.o minutts nortli latitude. It's produce ami

inhabitants corrcfpond with thofc la(l dcfcribed; but it docs not appear to be much rc-

i'orted to by it's proprietors, the I'ottugucfc. Indeed, the principal value of vlieiij ill.inds

confills in their furnifliing rcfreflimcnts to the Fortugticfc Iliips, on theii pallltgi. from

Brafil to Africa, .md in their Eall India voyages. This convenience fomc years lincc

fiimulatcU Uic Ducch iv> atumpt the coiiqucit of i'evcial of them, 111 which they were luc-

i. Ctfbfulj
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ccfsfiil; but their officers, fcamcn, and foldicrs, being almod entirely cut off by the infa-

lubrity ot" the climate, thry were compelh-d to rcfign their acquiritioM<;: on this the I'or-

tuguelc again tooic poflVflidn of >hcn>, and have ever fincc remained in the unmolcftcJ

fovcrcignty of thcfc and the other iHands above alluded to.

C II A P. XIV.

ZIS

THE CAPE VERD ISLANDS.

THESE illands arc thus denominated from an oppofitc C.ipe on the Aftiean coafl,

which projr£ls into the fca between the Rivers Ciambia and Senegal. They lie at

thcdiftaiKC of one hundred and twenty lea{>,ucs from the continent, between n and 26 de-

grees weft longitude, and between 14 and 18 degrees north latitude. They were fitildifcovcrcd

in 1460, by Antony Noil, a native of the Hate of Cicnoa, in the Portuguefc furvice, and

amount to near twenty in number; but fomc of them are only ftcrilc rocks, without inha-

bitants, and unworthy of notice. St. Jago, Hravo, logo, Mayo, Honavitla, Sal, St. Ni-

cholas, St. John's, St. Vincent, and St. Antonio, aic the moll couftderable, which ftill re-

main fubjci'.l to the Portuguefc. The air is in general hot, and in fomc illands unfavour-

able to health} moll of them arc, however, pretty well peopled with Europeans, or their

dcfccndants.

The IJland of St. Jago, the rcfidencc of the viceroy, and the largeft of the groupc, is

fituated in 15 degrees north latitude, and is about fixty leagues in circumference. It's

form is triangular; and though the country is rocky and mountainous, the loii produces

fugar, cotton, Indian co'.i, cocoa-nuts, oranges, bananas, and other tropical fruits, with

plenty of roots, herbs, and cotton.

The animals arc horfcs, afles, mulrs, cows, deer, goats, hogs, civet-cats, and a remark-

ably beautiful fpecics of green monkies with black faces. The leas abound with ama/ing

quantities of excellent fifh-, and at this place outward-bound Eatl India /hips generally

touch to take in freih-watcr and provifions.

Ribeira Cirandc, the capital of the ifland, the feat of governmcait, and a biftiop's fee, is

a tolerably handfomc place; containing, among other llrutLluics, a celebrated monallerv,

the gardens of which arc highly admired. The other tt^wns of note in {his ifland are

^1. J.igo, St. Domingo, St. Domingo Abacen, and Uraya ; which lad has the mod exccU,

lent port.

Rravo is fituated In 14 degrees north latitude, and principally confifls of very high

mountains, rifing in a pyramidal form. It is eminent for it's wines, and abounds likewilc

m falt-petrc, Indian corn, and the fruits and roots common to this climate.

The Ifland of Eogo, or Fuego, is fituated in 15 degrees 70 minutes north latitude, and

appears from the fca like one continued mountain. Near the centre of the iAmd is a

dreadful volcano, whicli fomctimes cafts forth rot ks of a jirodigious fi^e to an incredible

height, with a noifc more tremendous than the loudell thunder; and fomctiiucs torrents of

9 Cf flaming
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flaming fulphur pour down the fides of the mountain, and is afcct'wards coIIuiStcd in

amazing quantities.

Water is extremely fcarce in this ifland; notwi^hftanding^which, the foil produces vaft

quantities of fruits and roots, and is well itocked with cattle. The inhabitants are chiefly

Dtgroes, who manufaiSlure cotton cloth, and arc famous for breeding mules, which they

tlilpofe of to various European nations.

Mayo, or May, derives it's name from having been difcovered on May-day. In thisifland

immenfe quantities of fait are made from the fca-water, cryftallizcd by the licat of the fun.

A confiderable trade is carried on by us in this commodity, which cofts only. a prefent to

the negro governor, who is generally complimented with an invitation on board every (hip

that arrives for this purpofc.

The foil is far from being rich; neverthelefs, it produces corn and provifions fufiicient

for the inhabitants; and feeds a vaft number of animals, particularly afles, with which the

EngliHl fometimes freight whole fhips, and carry them to fiarbadoes and other BritiHi

iflands.

Bonavifta was firft difcovered by the Portuguefc, and lies in i6 degrees north latitude,

being nearly twonty miles long, and twelve broad.

The afpecfl of the country is in general low, flerile, and rocky; yet it produces immenfe-

quantities of indigo, and more cotton than all the other Cape Verd Iflands.

The animals are principally the fame as in the other iflands ; and, as our countrymen

often traffic at this place, the natives, who arc exceflively fond of them, are in general

capable of being undcrftood in the Englifh language.

The only curiofity on this ifland, and which indeed is common to moft of the others, is.

a»,^ind of vegetable (lone, r.\trcnidy porou?, and of a greyifli tinge; which, protruding

flcms, forms fomething in Ihape rcfembling the head of a colliflower.

The Ifle of .SJ i> fituated in the 17th dcerec of north latitude, about three hundred,

miles weft of the African continent, and is juftly fo denominated from the incredible

quantities of fait naturally proJuCc-d from the fea-water. The total deficiency of frefli

water has occafioned this ifland to be entirely deferted, though it was formerly well ftociced

with animals.

St. Nicholas, which is by far the moft confiderable of the Cape Vcrd Iflands in extent,,

except St. Jago, is fituated in 17 degrees north latitude. The land is chiefly high, pro-

ducing abundance of maize, and moft tropical fruits, with a variety of trees, particularljr

the dragon-tree, from which cxades the drug called gum-dragon.

The natives are much commenaid for their induftry and ingenuity in manufacturing

and making up cotton cloth into drefles for the Guinea trade.

St, Nicholas, the capital, is the moft compadl and populousof any town on thefe iflands^

though the moft fuperb fabrics arc thatched with grafs.

St. John's Ifland, which is fitfiated in 15 degrees and a half north latttude, is extremely

high and rocky, producing prodigious quantities of falt-petre, various fruits common to

the other iflands, and plenty of fowls and cattle.

The natives are defcribed as a fimple, harmlefs, and hofpitable race, who wear a flight

covering of cotton cloth of their own manufadture.

The
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The pilncipal diverfion of this ifland is hunting the wild goat; which, however, is,

neyer permitted without the governor's confent, left the breed fhould be entirely deftfoycd.

Wjhen he thinks proper to indulge the inhabitants with this healthful recreation, they all

aiTcmble together with their dpg»i and after the chace is ended, the flelh is dividpd aqiong

them, in fuch proportions as the governor thinks proper} referving a part for himfelf, with

all the Ikins, which he afterwards diftributes, according to his own pleafure, among t^ofc

who from age or infirmities were incapable of purfuing the fport. This is one if the

principal privileges of the governorj who is likewife the only magiftratc, and <Jecides oif,

all occafions. If any oqc prefumcs to oppofc the governor's decrees, he is confipcd in nn.

open place walled round, till he chufbs to fubmit. Capital offences arc feldom koowt^,

among them; but when any heinous crime happens to be perpetrated, the governor only,

confines the criminal till he bas pacified the parties aggrieved, and obtained a b^nd from

the culprit's relations, that he (bail make his appearance fhould a judg^ ever be fent

from Portugal to execute jufticc.

St. Vincent contains no rational inhabitants; but it is often viCted by mariners, on ac-

count of it's excellent bay, called Porto Granda, where ihips m^y conveniently wood and.

water, and wild goats and turtles be cailly procured.

St. Antonio, or St. Antony, which is fituated ia 17 degrees 19 minutes north latitude,

fifteen miles from St. Vincent, contains mountains of amazing height, one of which it

thought to equal, if not exceed, the Peak of TenerifFe.

This ifland is watered with many pleafant rivulets, which render the valli^s through

which they flow abundantly fertile in maize, oranges, lemons, limes, bananas, plantains^

pompions, guavas, muflc, and water-melons, befides a vaft variety of trees and flirubs.

Innocence and humanity are the chara£li.'rifl;ics of the natives, who are fuppofcd to

amount to near three thoufand fouls, three-fourths of which number are flaves; who, like

the free negroes, have wives, houfes, and plantations, but are governed by a ficward,

appointed by a Portuguefe nobleman, who is proprietor of the ifland.

f

;.!V/ ili.il .':
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Vf CHAP. XV.

GOREE.
'^A-,

GOR E E, which is fituated within caniion-fbot of Cape Verd, in 14 degrees 4,3 tninutes

north latitude, and 17 degrees 20 minutes wtft longitude, received it's prcib^ c [i^iq^

from the Dutch, ./ho fiift took pofieflion of it. It's extent is only ^bout.cight hv,i\dirQ4

and fifty yards in length, and two hundred and fifty in brLuJ^h; yet the fituation jb agree-

able, and the air temperate, though fituated lu the toind zone, owing to it's being con-

tinually refrefhed by alternate b eizes ttom the land and fca. It's importance, however^

arifes entirely from it's vicinity to Cape Verd, and the conicquent convenience of trade,

which has made it an obj i\ ot coiu .luion b fween fevcral European nations.

,
, £xceptat two particulM bays, utc4ur<oi4ndii.^iucKs reader it almoft ii)acccffible;,and

ftrong
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ftrong forilfuMlions being crctJ^cJ wherever they were jmlgcd nccelTary, it hat hy A^me been

dcemrd fufficieiuly impregnable to entitle it to the appellation of the African Ciibraliar.

The foil was originally compofed only of a rf»l fand, without a finglc vegetable except

reeds ; but by the indefatigable induftry of it's poneflors, it was foon rendered one of the

inoft pleafant and fertile fcttlemrnts in Africa.

This ifland was ceded to the Dutch in 1617, by «hc king of Cape Verd; when they

immediately crti5>ed a tort on a rock to the north-writ, to which they pave the name of

Fort Naflau ; but finding it incapable of commanding the harbour, they railed another for-

tification nearer the (horc, called Orange Fort. In 1663, Admiral llolmcs wrcftcd Ciorce

from the Dutch, and placed an Englifl* garrifon in it; but the Dutch Admiral Dc Ruyter

two year« afterwards regained it, and in their poflcHion it remained without interruption

till 1677, when a French fquadron commanded by Count D'Eftrecs attacked the place,

and obliged the Dutch governor to furrendcr at difcretion. The French, now fcnfible of

the confequeiice of their acquifition, took care to fortify it in the ftrongeft manner pof-

lible, and baffled every attempt of the Dutch to recover it; but in the year 1759, when

the Britid) arms were triumphant in every quarter of the globe, a fquadron, commanded

by Commodore, now Lord Keppel, reduced it under the Rritifli government. This

ifland, however, was reftorcd to the French by the treaty of peace (igncd at Paris in 176'j,

when the French king ceded and guaranteed to Great Britain the forti and faiHorics on

the River Senegal, which we have before obfervcd were loft to this country during the

late unpropitious contcft.

CHAP. XVI.

CANARIES.

THE Canaries, anciently called the Fortunate or Happy Iflands, are fevcn in num-
ber, and lie in the Atlantic Ocean, lietween 27 degrees 30 minutes, and 29 degrees

30 minutes, north latitude; and between 1
'r degrees, and 17 degrees 50 minutes, well lon-

gitude from London.

Thcfc iflands were firft difcovered and colonized by the Carthaginians, when in the

zenith of their glory; but when the Romans annihilated that ftate, the navigation to

the weft was immediately flopped, and the Canaries lay concealed from the reft of the

world till the year 1405, when they were again difcovered by the Spaniards, to whom
they ftill belong. On their arrival, they found that the natives refcmbled the Africans on

the continent in their ftatureand complexions; but their language was entirely different,

and their cuftoms had not the fmalteft afRnity cither to thofc of their ancient progenitors

or their continental neighbours. They were wholly ignorant of fcience, and profcfll-d

great aftonifliment, on being informed that there was any other country in the world be-

fides their own.

Thefe fevcn iflands, the names of which are, Palmar Hiero, Gomera, Tcncriflr, (Jrand

Canaria*
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CANARIES. ?«!

Canariit, FusituveiUUra, and I/angarotv, or Lanccrota, enjoy a pure aitJ temperate air,

«iid iibotind in the mod delicious fruitt, purticulaily thole grapex which produce that

lich wine ditlinguifhcd by the name ol Canaiv, the |trcntr(l part of which is rxpoitcd

to England, where the annual confumption \% computed at upward<t i>t ir.ono hopC-

hc'iuU. They liltewi(e abound in catili: and ollui animals; and are paiticulaily tamous

ior thulc well-known beautiful (ongllers, which bear the name of thric iilnndx.

Titlma, which is fituaud in i8 decrees )o minutes north latitude, i% abmit ivNTnty-iour

miles lung, and eighlix'^i broad. In this illand (here i» a hipji .ind fpacitMK mountain^

faid to exceed the celebrated Peak of i'enorirtc itfclft it is called I.eCaldera, or the Caul-

dron, from A hollow on ii's fummil, whiih ('laJiully detlininit, occupies a fpace of about

thirty ams. Kioni this hollow iiluc fcvcial fpniij;s, which palling through ail aperture

of the mountain, unite at the bottom, and turn leviral fUjfai -mills.

Ill the dilhid of Tifuya is another nmuntain, which appears to have been removed
from it's original fitiiation; and indeed the dreadful cliidls v( volcanos aiu perceptible in

cvciy part of the illand, where the channels of tlic lava aic llill appaicnt.

On the I }lh of November 1677, about fun-fct, the earth began to tremble, and con-

tinu(d fo for live days fuiciilivily, attended with a liemcndous noife, doling which fcveral

openings appcarrd in dilliient places j but the piincipal wa- at Mont auxChevres, where,

in lefs than lilteen minutes, were twenty eight chilnis, which emitted abund.vncc of

flaming matttrr and red hot (lonrs. In 1750, there was another eruption, when the flrcaitt

of lava ran down from the nuuuitains towards the town of Santa Crur., and difcharged

itielf into the lea about a mile In ilic noilhvvaid ol tli.it pl.ue.

Fruits, fugars, and wines, are in plentiful in this ill.uid, that the iidiabitants cannot 0011-

fume thrm; and it was likcwife once cxlicmcly well wooded j but a (treat droiiRlif, which

prevailed above a crntiiry ago, dcllmycd ihe greattll pait ol the liecs, and in ninny pl.ices

this calamity is (till dilceiDilde.

The principal port of I'alma is Santa Cru/., wliiih lies on the fouth-eall fide of the

ifland. It is a large place, containing many elegant edilieiSjiiui has a gtnnl hai hour, where

vcdels may ride lecure liom eveiy wind.

Hicro, or rather I'crio, i» the moll wellrrly of ilic Canary Illandsj and from tliin plaeo

the French gcojiiaphers formerly eomputed tin ir loiigitu'lc, as ilir Duti h ilitl thciis fr«)mthe

I'cak of reiuiitlci but now ainuill all nation', mike their own capital (he fiifl meridian.

This illand, which is about live lea|',iics in bic.iilih, and lilteen in circumfeimec, is (ttu-

ated in 27 degrees 2O minutes noilh latitude, and in 17 degrees 2O minutes we(f longitude

fioin London. It h.i^ a lleep .ilieot on all lulc Ik in the fi » for above a lcn(^iic, bevond

wliich it becomes tolerably level and litinlul, .diouiuiing in many kinds of trees niid

{limb?, and producing pallura^e and ilowcis in gieater luxuiiaiice than any of tho lillcr

inaiuK.

We .oc told, and indeed with alrnoll uni|uellionablr evidence, that «m the fuinmit of

the loeky afv nt whii h enciicles the whole illand, Hands a liiu^le tice, called by the iki-

tiv( . g.iile, or lured, the leaves of which dillil a i|uantity of w.itcr fuflicient to fumifh

every liMiig cuatiire in llieio with drink, which tcmciiy natuie fccnui to have provided

iigainll the natural dioUgdil of the place.

^ I! The
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The branches of-this tree arc thick and tixtended ; it's fruk wfembVs aii tpple, und the

leaves thofe of the laurel, but longer, wider, and more curved. £vei-y morning a cloud

rifes from the fea, which being wafted by the wind to the top of the clifi'", by degrees fet-

tles on the branches of the above-mentioned tree, from whence it diftils in drops during

the remainder of the day.

The aborigines of Hiero were of a middle ftature, and cloathed themfeivci with the (kins

ofbeafts: they were of a grave, ledate turn of mindj had only a finglt wife ettch; and

Jived peaceably under a fovereign who was no way diftinguifhed from his Aibjeds but by

the number of his flocks, which indeed conftituted the only difcrimination of rank. They

paid religious veneration to two deities; one of which was efteemcd a male, snd the other

a female, each being worfliipped by the refpedlive fex. Though thefe deiti<TS were fup-

pofed torcfide in Heaven, it was believed that they defccnded to receive the petitions of the

people, after which they refumed their celeftial feats.

Gomera is a fmall but fertile ifland, not far from Teneriflt, producing every thing nc-

ceflary for the confumption of the natives, and (evera! articles for exportation.

Mules are more numerous in this ifland than in any of the neighbouring ones;, and there

are plenty of deer, which were originally imported from Barbary.

,• The ancient Gomerans were diftinguiflied as a lively, aftive people, of intfepid refo-

lution, and attached to the ufe of arms : they were trained up from their infancy in mar-

tial amufcments, and taught to ufe flings and darts with great dexterity. Their heroes

were efteemed immortal, and their atchievcments arc ilill celebrated in tlie rude; poefy of

the iflc.

The principal town of this ifland is called La Villa do Palmas, or the Tow.i of Palms,

from the number of palm-trees in the mighbourhood. This place contains si, church,

and a convent of fiijars, wifh nearly two hundred private houfes, the greater part of which

are far from being elcgani: the town, however, pofl'tfl'cs the .idvaiitagc of haviig plenty of

frefti water, which the inhabitants draw from wells in every quarter.

TencrifFe, in the language of Palma, fignifies the White Mountain, which name was

applied to this ifland becaufc the Peak is continually covered with fnow; an J this title

has been continued by every European nation, although the prefent inhabitants call it

Vincheni.

This ifland forms a kind of triangle, the fldes of which are nearly equal, each being

about twelve leagues in length. In the centre ^ands the famous Peak of Tcni-rifle, which,

in clear weather, may eafily be difcerned at the diflance of one hundred and twenty miles.

This Peak, the top of which rcfemblcs a fugar-loaf, is faid to be about four miles per-

pendicular from the level of the earth, and confifls of vaft rocks piled on one another,

evidently the cft'edtsof fubterraneous eruptions and violent concu/Hons of nature; and even

now this mountain fometimes throws out fuch incredible quantities of burning fulphur

and melted ore, as to convert the richeft lands into barren defarts. On the fummit of the

Peak the air is fubtile, cold, and piercing, and the cuiious traveller never fails to find his

heart beat with fuch violence, as to occafion a difliculty of refpiration. Before the afcent

is half gained, the clouds appear below, and the whole furrounding country refembles an

unbounded ocean.

U I- Santa
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Santa Cruz, the capital of the ifland, ftands near the fhore, and has a harbour the moft

frequented of any in the Canaries. The town is large and populous, containing feveral

churches, three convents of friars, an hofpital, and fome of the moft fuperb firutStures to

be met with in thcfe parts. Indeed, the governor-general of the iflands always refides at

this place, which draws a concourfc of people, cither from civil or commercial views.

The number of inhabitants is calculated at fix thoufand, exclufivc of foreigners.

On the north-weft fideuf the ifland is a haven called Garrachica, once a very commo-

dious port; but, in 1704, it was fo choaiced up by rivers of burning lava, which flowed

copioufly into it from a volcano, that houfes are now built where fhips formerly rode at

anchor.

This dreadful earthquake began on the 24th of December, and no lefs than twenty-

nine fliocks were felt in little more than three hours. On the 31ft of the mionth the

earth opened towards the White Mountains, and two volcanos were formed, which threw

up fuch a quantity of ftoncs, as to raife two confiderable mountains. On the 5th of

January, the fcene became more tremenduufly alarming, the fun was totally obfcured with

clouds of fmokc and flame, and before night the country for nine miles round was one

univerfal deluge of fire, which fpread with the rapidity of a torrent. To add to the hor-

rors of the profpedl, the violence of the (hocks ftill encreafed, and the ifland trembled to

it's loweft foundations; the wretched inhabitants fled into the Aelds, and many, in endea-

vouring to cfcape, met deftrudiion, for the earth operted in almoft every quarter. Thefc

dreadful earthquakes, and rivers of lava, continued without intermiflion till the 5th of

February; and fuch was their efFciSi even at twenty leagues diftance at fea, that mariners,

when they heard the noifc, and felt the concuflion, at firft fuppofcd their fhips had ftruclc

upon rocks.

But, notwithftanding thcfe difafters, the ifland is in general fertile and falubrious,

nbounding in com, wine, and oil, with every other article which the natives, who are in

general untainted with luxury, either wifli or expeft.

Grand Canaria is a moft delightful and fertile ifland, enjoying a happy temperature of

air, blefll'd with abundance of delicious fruits, trees, and falubrious ftreams, and in every

point of view merits the name of the Fortunate Ifland. It is about fifty leagues in cir-

cumference, and the inland part is full of lofty mountains, which ferve greatly to enrich

the profpecl. It is well watered, and abounds with wood of various kinds, as almoft every

fpecies thrives luxuriantly in this ifland. The pine, palm, wild-olive, poplar, laurel,

dragon tree, lignum rhodium, the aloe Ihrub, the Indian fig, and many others, growfpon-

taiieoufly.

Among the fruits, which are the moft excellent of their rcfpeftive kinds, we muft par-

ticularize oranges, lemons, citrons, limes, pomegranates, walnuts, chefnuts, apples, pears,

poaches, apricots, cherries, plums, mulberries, figs, bananas, dates, and in fbort almoft

every fruit common to the European or American climates, except the pine-apple.

Wheat, barley, and maize, with a variety of roots, herbs, and plants, thrive fo exccf-

fively, that there are conftantly tvvoharvefts in the year.

Nor is this ifland deficient in cattle fuitcd to the climate, birds of various kinds,

or.
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or, in a word, deftitute of any animal or vegetable produ£lion which human nature

can require.

About three miles from the fea-coafl; (lands the city of Palmas, the capital of the

iflandi which, though a place of no great (Irength, is large anJ populous, and contains

feme fuperb ftruAures as well public as private. The city is divided into two parts by

a rivulet, over which is a ftone bridge. The port, which lies at fome diftance, is fafe

and commodious, being fccured againll every wind, except the fouth-eall, which indeed

rarely blows with fuch violence as to endanger any (hipping. >

The other towns and ports are few, and infignihcant; as there are no inland towns,

though there are many villages, and the whole cuad, except at three places, is inaccefllble

to boats and vc(rcls, on account of the violence of the furf.

Fuertuventura is about eighty miles long, and, at a medium, about (ifteen hroad,but is

fo indented by the fea towards the middle, as to form an ifthmus; un the fuuth fiJe of

which the foil is mountainous and barren, but that on the north is fertile and populous.

This ifland has feveral bays and harbours ; but fometimes the fea breaks on the rocks

with fuch violence, as toftrike terror into every beholder, rifmg upwards of fixty feet in

height, with a force which would da(h to pieces the (louteft vefl'el.

There are three fmall towns on this ifland; one of which, called Olivia, is fituatcd

about two leagues from the fea, in the midft of a fpacious plain abounding in corn.

La Villa, the capital, (lands in thccentreof that divifion which lies north of the ifthmus,

and contains a church, a convent of friars, and about an hundred and fifty houfe<.

The name of the other town is Tunche, which contains about an hundred houfcs, but

of very mean appearance when compared with thofc of the two other towns. Befides thefc,

there are a vaft number of villages fcattered up and down in the northern and internal

part of the country, filled with inhabitants, who experience the blefling of longevity, un-

tainted by difeafe, owing to the extreme falubrity of the climate.

This ifland, however, is in general deftitute of trees anu fhrubs, ut it abounds in paf-

turage, and beautiful odoriferous flowers, with plenty of corn, which is not only fuffi-

cient for the natives, but even thole of TenerifFe and Pahn place their principal depen-

dence for fupporton the produce of this country.

Lancerota is about fifteen miles long and ten broad, and, at a diftance, appears high,

black, rocky, and barren. The air is pure and wholefomc; and the foil, though not luxu-

riantly fertile, produces corn in great abundance, and furnifhes herbage for a vaft num-
ber of cattle.

On the rocks which encircle the coaft grows the orchilla-wccd, an ingredient ufed in

dyeing purple, which is believed, with fome appearance of probability, tobetheGelulian

purple of the ancients, as the coaft of Africa, which formerly obtained the name of Ge-
lulia, lies oppofite to the Canary Iflands, and abounds with this plant.

In Lancerota there arc many hills, which were evidently once volcanos, their tops being

of fmall circumference, and a little excavated, a quantity of burnt ftunes appearing on the

nutfide, which rcfemble pumice- ftones, except in their daikncfs and weight. No eruptions,

however, have been known for feveral ages, except one which happened about fifty years

fince,
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flncf, when the earth flprned on the fauth-wtrt part of the iflandj and threw out ftich nu

iriimcnfe quantity of afhcs and (tones, that many of the natives, forfakini.;; their abode',

fled tu Fucrtuventura, At a diOnnce from this vulcano, a pillar of fniukc iil'ued tVum the

Tea, and afterwards a rmall pyramidal rock arufc, which (I ill continues.

The piinripal
I
ort ofthisifland is called Porto dtl Naos, which is fecurc ngaii.ft every

wind and weather; and, being the only convenient place in the Canaries tor Aiips to

careen at, is much frequented by tholb who trade to thofe iAands. At the wclt-cnd of the

harbour is a raflie; which, however, would be but a poor defence in cafe of an attackv

There is neither town nor village at this port, but only a few magazines, containing

corn and other articles for exportation.

At the north end of Lancernta is a fpactous harbour called El Rio, where there is a

manufactory ot fait, confiding of a fquarc piece of land, levelled, and interfered byftial-

low trenches about two inches deep; into which the fea-water being adrriittet), the- heat

of the fun foon converts it into fait.

Though all the Canary Idands are fubjcft to Spain, the natives of this and the laft

defcribed illand, with thofe of Gomera and Hierro, hold their lands of the defcendants of

Don Diego dc Herrera, who conquered the Ifland of Canaria.

The Spaniards of quality in thcfe iflands keep up their native pride, without degene-

rating in the leaft from their anceftort, or even the prefent natives of Spain.

A court of inquifltion is eftabliflied in every ifland, to prevent hcrefyfrom fpreading

among the people; and, indeed, the inhabitants can fcarcely behave with common civility

to perfons of a different perfuafion, unlefs they arc very eminent traders, regarding heretics

in general as only a fmall degree removed from brutes.

Thefe iflands carry on a confiderable trade with fevcral European nations, as well as

li^ith America and the Weft Indies; from which large revenuts accrue to the Spanifh go-

vernment, as all goods either importeil or exported pay a duty of fevcn per cent.

V'j'.il ,L>:>i CHAP. XVII.

MADEIRAS.

THESE iflands, two in number, were firft difcovercd, according to fomi? writers, by

an Engiifli gentleman of the name of Ovington, in 1 344; the Portuguefe, however,

firft took pofllflion of them in 1431, when they found them uninhabited, and entirely

covered with wood; but, on burning the trees, the foil was rendered abundantly fertile.

Madeira, the largeft ifland, is about 180 miles in circumference, and lies in a moft delight-

ful climate, enjoying a perpetual fpring, in 32 degrees 27 minutes, north latitude, and be-

tween 18 degrees. 30 minutes, and 19 degrees 30 minutes, weft longittide. It is campnfcd

of one continued hill, extending from eaft to weft} the declivity of which, on the foutli

fide, is beautifully interfperfed with vineyards, and the feats of the richeft merchants,

iorming a moft beautiful profpedl.

() I ^ Madeira
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Madeira ia fertile in wine, corn, oil, ftigar, and fruits ) the treca are perpetually cevcrcd

Will) bloflbmii and the foil being well watered by five or fix rivers, produces almoft every

delicious vegetable which can add to the luxury or gratification of life.

'fhc fugar made in this ifland is rrmaikably beautiful, and naturally fmells of violet*.

Indeed, this is faid to be the firfl place in the wed where the manufa«Sturing of fugar wa«

attempted, which was afterwards carried to the Brazils ( and as the plantations thrived

exceedingly at this lail place, the canes at Madeira were moftly pulled up, and vineyards

planted in their ftead, which furnifh thofe excellent wines that fcem intended by Provi>

dencc as a refrefliment for the inhabitants of the torrid sone. Of thefe wines there are

frvcral fortn, and not lefs than ao,ooo hogfheads are annually exported to different coun-

tries, particularly to the Weft Indies) Madeira wine not only enduring a hot climate

better than any other, but being even improved by expofure to the fun, after the bung is

taken out of the barrel.

The only confiderable town in the illand is Fonchiale, which is fituated at the bottom

of a large bay, being fortified towards the fca with a caflle and a ftrong battery of cannon.

This is the only place where there is a poflibility of landings and even here the accefs ia

dangcroufi, on account of the number of large ftones which cover the beach, and the vio-

lent furf that continually daflics upon them. *

The town is well built, and extremely populous) being filled with the defcendants of

Englifh and French Roman Catholics, as well as with native Portuguefc. It is likewife

a bifhop's fee, and the feat of the governor.

Porto Santo, the other Madeira ifland, lies at a fmall diflance to the north-eafl of the for-

mer, in 32 degrees 30 minutes north latitude} and, though extremely fertile, is only about

ten miles in circumference.

It was difcovered in 141a, by two Portuguefe gentlemen, on a voyage of difcoverics on
the coafl of Africa^ who, being furprizcd by a violent ftorm, were driven upon this ifland*

to which they gave the name of Porto Santo, or the Holy Port. This ifland is much
frequented by Indiamen, as the harbours are exceedingly good.

We mufl not forget to obfcrvc, that the Madeira iflands are blefTed with a total exemp-

tion from venomous animals} and, it is faid, if any noxious reptiles are introduced, they

immediately die.

Some modern geographers have ridiculoufly mentioned an inconiidciablc barren rock at

a third Madeira ifland.

CHAP. XVIII.

AZORES.

TH E Azores, which are the only African iflands at prefent remaining to be defcribedy

were firft difcovered by a merchant of Bruges, in Flanders; who, in a voyage t»

Lifbon, was driven hither by ftrcfs of wcatherj and gave them the name of the Flemifl*

Iflauds.

*« uiitl."!
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lAandi. On hi^ arrival at I.iftion, too haHily bnaAing of hit difcovery, th« Portugucfe

iminrdiately fct (ail, and took polUflionof thciui and the number ot hawkf and falconi ihcy

ubl'rrvcd vvlu ii th i-y npproachcd thcfc illindn, gave tile to the appellation which they ftill te-

tain, though they arc lumctimc!! called theWcilcrn Iflinds.

The Azoreii arc nine in number; and arc n.(iiied Santa M.irij, St. Michael, Terceira,

St. Cieorgc, Graciofa, Fayal, Pico, Floret, and Corvo; all which lie between 2$ and 32

degrees wed longitude, aitd between 37 and 400 degrees north latitude ( being almoft at

equal diftancet from Europe and America.

All thefe illands enjoy a very clear and fercne (Icy, with a falubrious air; but are expofed

to violent earthquakcii, and inundations of the lea, from both which caufes they have

furt'ered conliderably. They are, however, extremely fertile in corn, wine, and a wicty
of fruits, and abound with cattle, fifli, and fowl. ;: i;, ii;a 1 ^^

'
>

Santa Maria, which iit only about four miles long, and three broad, conUifll nothing

worth notice, except a I'mall town called Porto.

St. Michael, the largeft of the Azores, is a!nio(l an hundred miles in circumference, and

contains upwards of fifty thouf.ind inhabitants. It's two principal harbours are, Ponto

Dclgada, and Villa Kranca. This ifland is luxurLuitly fertile, and contains one city,

five towns, and twenty-two villages.

The Ifland of Tirceira is thirteen miles long, and fix broitd; and, on account of it's

harbour, which is fpacious, and has good anchorage, is the mod important of any of

the Arores.

Angra, the capital of this laft ifland, which is fituntcd on it's fouth-enfl cosiil, i<i a flron|;

and populous place, containini; fevcral fpacious (Irect<, a cathedral, five churches, ait

hofpital, and eight convents. This it the refidcntc of the governor, as well as tlie Ice of

the bifliop of the Azores, who is dependent himfelf on the patriarch of Lilhon.

The Ifland of St. Oeorge is dillant about eight leagues from Terceira, and in feveral

places is little more than a ridge of rocks; however, in others, it is well cultivated, and
' populous, having three towns and four villages. The capital is named Vela de Velas,

and is a fmall, inconfidcrnble pl.icc, containing only one church and one convent; but it

pnflcfles the advantage of a port.

The Ifland of Graciofa, which is faid to have received it's name from the rrin.ukuble

fertility of the foil, is about ten miles long, and fcven broad, containing two towns, the

principal of which is Santa Cruz, featcd on a bay that forms a commodious harbour,

called Calhcta, and defended by a (irong furt.

Fayal is nine miles long, ami three broad. The principal place in this ifland is Villa

de Horta, which has an harbour land-locked on all fides, except towards the eal^, and de-

fended by feveral forts.

The Ifland of Pico appears at a great dittancr, on account of the extreme height vi the

mountainous Peak, or Pike, from which it derives it's name,.ind is about fixteen miles in

length, and five in breadth. The principal port is at Villa dcsLagens, from whence a con-

fidcrablc trade is carried on in excellent wines, and various kinds of wood, particuLirly

cedar.

Flores,
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FldW!»i t?,6'neXI'^nd, is toltrably large, but contains nothing worth menUoning; tx-

crpt Santa-Ouej it's- capital. The inhabitan'^i of this iflaiid having beui inffi^cd with

the Fi*ertch difttfmper many years' /tiicc, it is Tild ftill to maintain it's ground among the

natives iii general, few of whom arc wholly exempt irom the odious fymptoms of this

baneful ditfuk.

. Coiv<9»the kflbf the Azores, lies oppofite to Flores, being only feparatcd by a Arait

three'tnites acrois. The utmoft circumference of *\ie ifland is only about three leagues,

and the w^"lf '^oail: is furroundcd by a chain of rocks, except two infignificant harbour*

fo#ffl^twadmit fmati craft.

'Th^A"- if^anus, like the Madeiras, are blefled with a total exemption from poikvnous or

obnoxious animals, the air being inftantly fatal to »ny of thife creatures that arc imported,

One tenth of all their produdions belongs to the King ot Portugal, and the article of

tobacco alone productft^a cor.fiderablc revenue } but wines are the chief produce of the

Azores, not lefs than 20,000 pipes being annually exported. m^.itf
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