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House of Commons Debates.

FIRST SESSION—SEVENTH PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF COMMONXNS.
Fripay, 21st August, 1891,
The SreakER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
PrAYERS |
RECRONING OF TIME.

A, TUPPER moved for leave to introduce Bill
{No. 168) respecting the reckoning of time.

order of Parhament and are in the hands of hon.

wembers. 1 do not propose at this stage of the:

sessien, however, to do more in connection with the

Bill thar stands on the Ovder paper than ask leave

to introduce it so that the lmportant subject to

which it relates will receive the careful considera- !

tion of hon. gentlemen at a time, pevhaps, more

auspicions than the present for the study of the!
im.;wm that have

guestions amd the examination of
been distributed to Parliament. ury, neverthe-
less, in moving for leave to introduce this Bill, ex-
plain its object and the reasoun for bringing it to
the attention of Parlinment. It is well known that
in various countries of the world, on this side of
the Atlantic as well as the other, muilway com-
}mnies have already adopted this systew and have

ound it an advantage ia carrying on the work of

railway corporatiens, such as the movewent of
trains and traflic.
delegates from twenty-five nations of the world at
a conference in Washington, to consider the subject
- of a conunon system for the vreckoning of time. 1
nay state to the House brietly the resolutions
adopted at that conference. These resolutions are
incorporated in the preamble of the present Bill
The resolutions are to the effect: 1. That the
prime weridian common to all nations should be
the meridian passing through the observatory at
Greenwich. 2. That the mean solar passage on
the anti-prime meridian should be the zero for
reckontng time. 3. That therve should be a uni-
versal measure or standard of time common to all
nations : that such universal standard should cor-
respond and be identical with the mean civil day
at Greenwich except only with respect to the nota-
tion of the hours, which should be in a single series
from 0 to 24. The resolutions adopted at that con-
ference have been approved by very many eminent
scientific and important bodies of the world. I may
mention briefly, as appears in the papers before

He
said 1 The House has been put in possession of the
documents relating to the fixing of tine, during the

. - - 5 i
present sesston, amd these have been printed by,

In 1884 there were assembled |

1 Parliament, that they have received the approval

i of the Astronomical Society, the Royal Society,

tthe lmperial Board of Trade, the (General Post
{ Ottice of Great Britain, the Eastern Telegraph
s Cotupany, the Eastern ‘Extension Telegraph Com-
; pany, the Eastern and Sowth African Telegraph
Company, the Soclety of Telegraph Engineers, the
Trimity House the tndian Odice. the Colontal Ottice
and the Admiralty, So that nothing really need
be added to show the very great importance of the
subiect and the necessity of wiving it very great
attention. It s proposed that in the compurtation
of time there shall be practically a universal day,
atnd that this shall end at the sume wmoment in this
country as does the civil day at Greenwich, (Jif-

fering ouly in regard to the umbering of the
hours. The day s divided, according to the Green-
wich day, e kalves and, according to the nota-
tion contemplated by this Bitt, fnto what is called
Pthe twenty-four hour system. and the numbers
will be from 0 to 240 The universal the will be

common to all localities, and nader the nrovisions of
this Bill the only ditference will be as it passes
from one meridian to another.  There will be this
uniformty, that the minites and secouds will cor-
respond. the hours merely dittering ax yvou proceed
i from east to west, the earth’s surfice betng divided
ity twenty-fourr meridians or divisions trom east to
west, the ditference between each being one hour,

When it is 10 o'clock at a given point, and you pro-
ceed west one section or zone it will be 11 o'clock,
- the next zone 12 o'clock 1 the minutes and secowds
corvespotding, ax 1 have satdl the hours only
varying according to the zones and divistions,  Fhe
feentral line of each zone will be an hour weridian;
and the hour meridians will be 15 Jdegrees of lati-
tade apart. They will be numbered in consecutive
onder towards the west from zero, the anti-prime
meridian. I may mention as another veason for
allowing the Bill to stand for consideration, that an
examination of it will show that one of the first
things to be determined ts the longitude, and at
present the longitude of vartous points in Canada
1s not definitely fixed.  Under the work at present

being undertaken by the British aunthorities, in
connection with the Roval Society of Canada, or at
all events by the anthorities of MeGill College, the
Jdongitude of Momveal will be fixed during the

present year, and that being done, the longitude of
any place in Canada can be determined. 1 may
say that during the present year, in the Imperial
Parliament of Germany, the great importance of
the subject was referred to by Von Moltke in March
last in dealing with a rilwal Bill before the Ger-
man Parliament, and arguing in favour of adopting. .-
a p:lxi\'ersal standard of time ; that eminent man
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‘‘Gentlemen, science desires much more than we do.
She is noi content with a German unity of time or with
that of Middle Europe, but she iz desirous of obtaining a
world time based upon the meridian of Greenwich, and

certainly with full right trom her standpoint and with the
end she has in view,” ¢ ¢ & e

*T believe it will assist the movement if the Parlia-
ment declares itself in =sympathy with a principle which
in Ameriea, in Engluand, in Sweden, in’ Denmark and
Switzerland and in South Germany has already obtained
aceeptianes.”

In concluding the explanations of the object of this
Bill. T may say that in order that it shall not be
forced upon any section of the country, and in order
that it shall have that consideration which is neces-
siry to its successful operation. it is proposed in
the last claunse that the Act shall not come into
operation in any provinee until the Legislature of
that province has adopted a similar Bill, and, there-
fore, wll complicated questions of jurisdiction are
avoided, and the question as to whether, in re-
ference to contracts or any other subject. this Parlia-
ment has power to deal with the subject will not
arisc.  Fven if the Act becomes operative, it can-
not go intu eflect without the consent of the Leyis-
Luture. }
Motion agreed to, amd Bill read the first time.

THE CENSUS.

M CASEY.  Before the Orders of the Day are
called, no Jdoubt the hon. Postmaster General will
remenber the information he promised yesterday
to give us toaday.

Mr. HAGGART. T made enquiries from the de-
partment to-day, and I learned that Ma Johuson,
tire hetd of the bureau, has been obliged 1o leave,
on aceonnt of & death in his famnily. The officer
informs me that on Wednesday, e latest, you will
have the full returns,

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
of next week ¥

Mr. HAGGART.

Wednesday
Yes, next week.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mre. TARTE., (Translation.)  Before we pass
to the Orders of the Day, I wish to draw your
attention, Mr. Speaker, to o despatch published in
the London Timas of Augast loth, stating that on
August Sth I had admnitted somewhere having
reccived 83,000 from w tirm of public contractors
under accusition before this Parliament.  This de-
spatch is sigied by the Reuter Agency. Tam glad
to be wble to say thot it is absolutely untruthiui,
and, I will add, intentionally untruthful, for its
author—if my information is correct—was present
on the occasion referred to. The incident was
brought about by the hon. member for Montreal
Centre (Mr. Curran) before the Committee on
Privileges and Elections, when the hon. member
thought fit to put to Mr. McGreevy a question in
which the witness was asked if I had not received
£3,000 from him

Mr. SPEAKER. Have these proceedings of the
Committee been reported to the House ?

Mr. TARTE. I am referring to a question of
privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER. I would like to call the atten-
tion of the hon. member to the fact, that if a paper

i committee,

has published something in reference to him that
Mr. TurpER.

did not occur in this House, I think it is not a
question of privilege.

Mr. TARTE. Am I to understand that I am
not allowed to refer to a telegram published in the
London Times*

Mr. SPEAKER. TUnless it has rcference to
something that occurred in this House.

Mr. TARTE., I am alluding to o false state-
ment published against me.

Mr. SPEAKER. Only the statement of a news-
paper respecting the proceedings of the House is a
question of privilege.

Mr. CASEY. As I understand, Sir, the hon.
gentleman refers to & matter which has been pub-
lished against him, and which affects his honour
and standing as a member,

Mr. CHAPLEAU. The hou. wmember has a
right, as every member in this House has always
exercised, to mention what he thinks of a certain
passage in the newspapers received here. When
Mr. Speker told the hon, gentleman that he was
out of order, it was not the London Z'dmes he had
in his hands, but he was reading from the printed
minutes of a committee which hus yet to report to
the House.  1do not think he cun be prevented
from vindicating his own position or repudiating an
article in w newspaper, but he has no right to read
from procecidings of a committee that has not re-
portizd to the House.

Mre. TARTE., T was speaking in French, but I
did not rewdd a line of what took place before any
Of course, Siv, T am perfectly willing
to abide by your decision. . What T was saying in
French is this, and T owill sayv it in French again,
(Translation.) T referring to a despatch pub-
lished in the London Jéwcs in connection with
what teok place before the Comittee on Privileges
and Elections, I have the London 7%mes in my
hand, and 1 believe 1 have a vight to refer to it.
This despateh is untruthful, andas it has been said
that 1 had somewhere wlmitted having received a
sum of money from contractors under accusation
hefore this House, T say that whoever stated any-
thing or wrote anywhere, near or far, any such a
thing, has stated an absolnie untruth.

PUBLIC A(..'C(,) UNTS COMMITTEE.

Mr. LANDERKIN.,  Before the Orders of the
Day are called, T would like to eall the attention of
the House and the Government to & matter of con- -
siderable importance in connection with the Com-
mitice on Public Accounts. It has beesi known for
some time thut ditferences of opinion aroese in that
committee as to its powers and functions, and as to
the scope of the investigation into the Public Ac-
counts committed to that Committee during the
session. So great, indeed, were the differences that
existed, that on one or two occasions the time of
the Committee was taken up in a discussion on the
powers and functions of the Commmnittee, much to
the detriment of the enguiry which was submitted.
This ditliculey became so serious that the member
for South Oxlord (Sir Richard Cartwright)——

Mr. TUPPER. 1 would ask you, Mr. Speaker,
is the hon. gentleman in order in referring to difhi-
culties that occurred in the Public Accounts Com-
mittee?
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Mr. SPEAKER. My hon. friend may ask a
guestion of the Government in reference to some
matter of public interest, but he cannot go on with
the discussion or make a speech.

Mr. LANDERKIN. It is impossible to state
the facts unless 1 give the history.

Mr. SPEAKER. Order. If the hon. member
is going to discuss something that occurred in the
Committee, it is out of order.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Tam not going to discuss
the matrer: it is merely for the purpose of asking
& question of the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER. The hon. gentleman has got
to put the question direct. I have already pointed
out the inconvenience of discussions at this stage
of the proceedings of the House.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I quite agree with you.
I wish toask the Minister of Justice if he has othi-
cially hamded over to the Chairman of that Cow-
mittee sl to the members of the Government who
attended that Committee, a copy of the resolution
passed by the House on motion of the member for
South Oxford, so that in future our meetings will
be given to the conduct of the investigation *

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. DAVIN. Mr. Speaker, before the Orders of
the Day arve called, I wish to refer, as a matter of
pevsonal explanation, to a statement made in the
Glohe : and 1 will take care that T shall not be out
of omder. The Globe quotes this statement, refer-
ring to'me :-

“ I find in the Auditor General’s Report for 1887—he was
oniy three months a member of Parliament that fiseal year
—he gor 3038.83 ¢ in 1885 hie 2ot 35.440.75 ; in 1389, $6.400.98 ;
in 189, 26,515.43 ; or in all for the three months to the end
of 18—ur from the time he waselected. he got 319,598.99,
besides his indemnity nsa member of Parlinment. To over-
come hizs liability under the Independence of Parliament
Act, Lie furms the Regina Leader into a joint stock com-
pany immediately atter being elected. He divides it into
4,000 shares at'$5 cach, takes 2,000 shares himselfand pays
up 31,000.  One or two others take a share or two apiece
and pay in atritle. This relieves him from his liability
under the Independence of Parlinment Act. If this is
not hoodling and fooling his constituents, then 1 am no
Judge.”

And the Globe comments :

“ What has Mr. Davin to say ? _Mr. Perley seems to be

his mortal enemy, and is, therefore, not a good witness
against him in ordinary matrers; but there are the
fizures trom the official reports.”
Ihave to suy, Mr. Speaker, that I have received
no money whatever since I have been elected. I
have to say this, that since I have been elected a
member of Parliament, one word in regard to my
private business, or one word in regard to any
business of a conmnercial character with which I
am connected, I have never spoken to a Minister,
or & Deputy Minister. I have never sought to use
my political position one iota to help myself. I
have to say this, that the statement that Ihave in
any way contravened the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act is untrue; and I have to say that the
suggestion that there is any boodling is utterly
false ; and if any gentleman thinks that I have in
any way coutravened the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, there are yet two or three weeks of this
session, and I should be very glad, if he thought it
necessary, to have me sumncaed before any of
the committees and take my evidence.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Move to refer it to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections at once.

Mr. DAVIN. The statement is made in a ribald,
lying, scoundrelly letter emanating from Senator
Perley.

Mr. SPEAKER. I am afraid that it is not per-
missible to speak in disrespectful terms of a mem-
ber of the other branch of the Legislature.

Mr. DAVIN. Mr Speaker, T am very sorry
that an elevation of such a character should have
been made to that Senate,

Some hon. MEMBERS.  Order, order.

Mr. DAVIN—as it reflects indelible disgrace
to Canada and all connected with it.

Some hon. MEMBERS.  Ovder, order.

Mr. SPEAKER. It must be remembered that
when an hon. member is called to order he must sit
down, and afterwards rise to explain if he chooses.

The Orders of the Day having been called,

Mr. CASEY. Dolunderstand thatsuchlanguage,
having heen used, is to remain on record without
retraction, or what is the ruling of the Chair in re-
gard to it ?

Mr. SPEAKER. I have already pointed eut to
the hon. member that he must not speak disvespu: ¢ -
fully of a member of the other branch of this Legis-
lature, and he must, I think, withdraw the words he
has applied to a Senator.

Mr. DAVIN. Then I suppose, Mr. Speuker,
that the parliamentary thing is to say that the hon.
gentleman is a truthful and honourable man, and a
credit to the Senate.

Mr. SPEAKER. I must point out to the hon.
member that a retraction must be full and complete :
it must not be qualifiel.  When a member is guilty
of having used unparliamentary language and is
asked to retract it, he must retract it fully.

Some hon. MEMBERS.  Withdraw.

Mr. DAVIN.  Well, Mr. Speaker, I nced hardly
say that it is always my desire to comply with the
rules of Parliament and with your ruling, and I,
therefore, as you direct me, withdraw those un-
parliamentary words, as they are unparliamentary.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).
where.

And use them else:

SUPPLY.
~ House again resolved itself into Committee o
Supply.
(In the Committee.)

Mr. PATERSON (Brant).
you taking ?
Mr. FOSTER. A fifth.

Resolutions reported, read the first and second
time.

What amount are

CONCURRENCE.

House proceeded to consider resolutions reported
from Commiittee of Supply. -

Marine HospitalS.ccvcoveee vecne.veeee $34,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Would the
Minister of Marine tell us how much of this vote
for Marine Hospitals is recouped to us? What is
the exact drain on the Treasury from this source?
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Mr. TUPPER. There has always been an
amount more than the taxes provided for, but
Iatterly it has been getting better. Last year we
received S6,000 more than we spent, and, of course,
the Marine Hospital at Quebec made quite a differ-
ence. The expenditure up to the present has been
altegether. for the years mentioned, $910,000,
against SRO4,000 received.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  So that prac-
tically at present the vote for the Marine Hospitals
is met by the receipts.

Mr. TUPPER. Yes.

Steamboat Inspection............... .. 223,400
Sir RICHAERD CARTWRIGHT. How do yon
account for this increase in the vote for steamboat
inspection ? -

Mr. TGPPER. It is to provide for the appoint-
ment of two additivnal officers to the present staff,
one in Ontario and one in the Maritime Provinces.
There is only one inspector in the Maritime
Provinces now, and we tind that the present staffis
not able to do the work.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How do the
receipts from this source compare with the expend-
iture ? - ,

Mr. TUPPER. We have expended $319,000
since 1870 and we have received from dues on
shipping $295,(00.  Last year we expended 81,000
more than we received, but we have increased the
rate from six cents to eight cents, and under the
power given to the Governor in Council to fix the
rate as high as ten cents, we hope to meet this deficit.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I am not
disposed to raise any objection either to the pro-
ceedings of the department or to the mode they
propose to make both ends meet, hut there are one
or two points on which I would like information.
In the first place. some persons have complained to
me that in the case of small pleasure yachts in
certain localities this Act has been captiously
enforced ; that they were compelled to have certif-
cated engineers, which meant considerable expense,
and was of mighty little protection to the public at
large, inasmuch as these yachtsare private affairs.
Do the department require everybody who runs a
steam launch to pass an examination before the
inspector ¥

Mr. TCPPER. I remember a case such as the
hon. gentleman has mentioned, which occurred
very recently, and in which I thought it was very
hard toenforce the Act ; but, on a careful examina-
tion of the whole question, it was perhaps better
in the interests of the public that the rule should
be adhered to. Under the Steamboat Inspection
Act, I have no discretion to make an exception in
any case. Certain exceptional cases have been set
before me, in which I would havebeen very willing,
had I the power, to meet the requests made to me.
In England no exception is made in the case of any
boat carrying passengers ; but in Canada we passed
an Act recently which fixed the limit for the very
purpose to which the hon. gentleman has referred.
The only case in which we can depart from the rigid
rule is that of steam yachts of three tons used
exclusively for plepsure or for private purposes.
The cases in which I have been unable to make an
exception are cases in which the tonnage was lgrger,
and the hon. gentleman will see the danger I would

Sir RICHARD CAKRTWRIGHT,

run in departing from the letter of this Act. Every-.
thing svould be well, if no accident occurred : hut

if, after I had taken theresponsibility of giving a

permit, there should be an accident with loss of

sife, the hon. gentleman can easily understand the
awkward position in which the head of the depart-

ment who assumed that anthority would be placed.

And even had I given permits in those cases in

which the Act did not allow them, the penalties

could have been collected ; my permit would not

have been worth the paper on which it was written.

There is always a difficulty in arriving at the exact.
tonnage that could be excepted, but that was the

resolution of the Board of Steamboat Inspectors,

after careful enguiry.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Of course, no
blame can possibly attach to the Minister for
adhering to the law.  As the law stands he must
administer it ; but though I am not going to
suggest his adding to the legislation of this session,
I do think it is a little too grandmotherly for us to
meddle with very small private steam launches.
The number of these is increasing pretty rapidly,
and I think discretionary power might be given to
the Minister to a considerably higher limit than
three tons: I am hardly prepared to suggest a
limit. Of course, where passengers are carried, I
shall support the department in taking the fullest
precautions ; but in the case of purely pleasure
wiats which carry no passengers, I think that if
boats under twenty tons like to blow themnselves
up, we might let them do it without detriment to.
the public interest.

Mr. TUPPER. Vessels of three tons are exempt.
altogether ; but I forgot to say to the hon. geutle-
man that we are able to give permits to another
class :

“ The Minister of Mariue and Fizheries, upon the report
of the inspector of boilers and machinery, in whose distriet
the steamboat is to run, may grant a permit te a fourth
class engineer or other applieant, sufficiently qualified by
his knowledge of steam machinery and bis experience as
engineer, authorizing him to act s engineer on a steam-
boit carrying passengers, and not exeeeding twenty tons
gross tonnage,”’ .
That is a discretion which we have ; and in the
cas.- which T think the hon. gentleman has in mind,
my difliculty was not that we could not meet the
case, but that the vessel desired to come without
any permit and without any inspection from a dis-
trict distant from Ottawa, and I was confined by
the terms of this Act to action only on the report
of an inspector.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon, gen-
tleman can consider whether further relaxation can
be given. There is another point of much greater-
public importance to which 1 would like to call the.
hon, gentleman’s attention. I think the Act makes
sufficient provision, but I do not think the authori-
ties enforce it at all ; that is, with reference to the.
very dangerous overcrowding, which, to my per-
sonal knowledge constantly takes place on steamers
carrying excursions in the summer season. [ have
seen steamners going out of our lake ports so crowded
that if the smallest accident had occurred, several
hundred human lives would in all probability have
been lost ; and I know that the life-saving apparatus
on board was wholly and utterly inadequate. Iam
aware that restrictions are laid down, bhut I amalso
aware that in the case of these excursions they are
constantly and systematically evaded. I do not
know whether the Customs authorities are supposed
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to look after these matters, or the officers of the
Marine Department ; but I do know as a matter of
fact that great and unnecessary danger is run. I
do not know whether any very great disasters have
occurred in Canada, but the hon. gentleman knows
that in other countries there has heen great loss
of human life on such excursions.

Mr. TUPPER. 1 quite agree with the hon.
gentleman, "and I have tuken the most rigorous
measures to enforce the provisions of the Act
against overcrowding. The hou. gentleman will
see, on glancing at the last report of the depart-
ment, that we have undertaken not only to enforce
the Act, but to prosecute every case of overcrowd-
ing brought to our notice. '

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How many !

prosecutions have taken place ?

Mr. TUPPER. There are quite a number in
progress now, and on page 45 the hon. gentleman
will see a report of quite an amount of litigation
in these cases. The officers of the Marine Depart-
ment are required to enforce the Act, and the Cus-
toms officers have power to refuse clearance to
vessels violating the provisions of the Act. For
some vears the law was not enforced, but distress.
ing accidents caused the matter to be brought up,
and for the last two yewrs we have prosecuted
every case brought to our attention. and I have
given my otlicers instructions to enforce the law
very strictly.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1.) 1 see that in nearly
every instance the magistrates dismissed the case.

Mr. TUPPER. That is a difficulty we meet
with in connection with a good deal of the legisla-

tion of this Parliaunent.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) T am not surprised that
the hon. gentleman meets that ditheuity, and I
think it is worth his while to consider in another
session whether he could not introduce some legis-
lation enabling him to carry out the law more
eftectively, so that technical objections should not
be allowed to interfere with its operation, in cases
where bouts carry more passengers than the law
entitles them to carry, or undertake to carry

passengers in the absence of those things which the |

law prescrilres they should have for the protection
of pussengers. The safety of the passengers ought
to be of paramount importance, and I think a few
good wholesome fines on steamboats who violate
the law in this respect would have a good effect.

Fisheries—Salaries, &e., Nova Scotia. . 323,000

_Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. There was :
little misunderstanding on the part of some of my
hon. friends. They thought that all that we were
going to do was to pass the five per cent. of the
items.

Mr. TUPPER. [ am quite willing to agree that
latitude will be allowed in the Supplementary
Estimates to go back to these items. .

Mr. FRASER. Is the west branch of the East
River still under the operation of the Fishery Act ¥

Mr. TUPPER. Yes.

Mr. FRASER. My information is that the west
branch of the East River was exempted from the
operation of the Fishery Act some years ago.

_Mr. TUPPER. Your information is wrong.
There is no river in the County of Pictou exempteﬁ.

Mr. FRASER. I put a guestion on the Paper
about the dismissal of Mr. Torey, fishery overseer
in Guyshorough, and the appointiment ¢f a man in
his place, and I asked what were the reasons

i Mr. TUPPER. It was his duty as fishery officer
cand Customs officer to enforce the Fishery Act,
particularly with regard to foreign vessels. This
officer permitted an American fishing vessel, not
having a license under the morlns rivendi, to enter
his port, obtain supplies, sell her cargo, and gen-
j erally act asatradingvessel orasoneof our oW nships:
i He was an old ofticer, who hadbeen employ#d atone
! time in command of one of our cruisers,amlI're'lkﬂew
; the provisions of the law. Yet he alloweft this-
i vessel to go on the payment of a tine of $800,.
- although the penalty was confiscation. The %ise’
| being of that serious nature, it was impossible fo*
i retain him any longer. The explanation of the:
' facts showed that he was not fit to he retained 2
t his position. The whole transaction was hurried,
the vessel was off before his report reached the
deparunent, and although the vessel had been
detained by him for open violation of the Customs
and Fisherles Acts, she was permitted to depart
on the payment of a fine of S8, utterly dispropor-
tionate to the value of the vessel and against the
law which imposes the penalty of confiscation.

Mr. FRASER. So far as Mr. Torey is concerned,
I wish to bring the matter hefore the Committee.
t Mr. Torey has been an official in the County of
i Guyshorough for over twenty years, and I am safe
Lin saying that so far as ability and knowledge of the
i fishery law are concerned, and the performance of
i his duties both as a tishery and a Customs ofticer,

no man in the Province of Nova Scotia has carried
! out the duties of his office better, if as well. Now,
' the seizure spoken of oceurred last year, and Mr.
Torey has written fully to the departmnent abont the
matter. It was impossible for him to do anything
more than he did. He took the S800, which was
all he could get at the time, and, not having a
force sutficient to detain the vessel. he had to take
that S800 or allow the vessel to get away. That
took place in 1890 and nothing was said in reference
to it until after the general election. Mr. Torey has
been in oftice for twenty years as chief collector of
Customs for the county and has been in charge of
the tisheries there. He had always performed his
duty to the full satisfaction of the Government.
He was not only a goad ofticial, but all his lifetime
he was an ardent supporter of the Government.
He ran for the county two or three times in the
interest of the Government when it was a forlorn
hope. As far as his relations with the people of
the county were concerned. no one suggested that
he was not an etlicient officer, and nothing was said
about this matter of the seizure. .

Mr. TUPPER. The hon. gentleman is {nite

wrong,

Mr. FRASER. Mr. Torey's attention was called
to the matter and he made explanations. "I have
the correspondence here. Here is a letter dated
Guysborough, June 28, 1890, as follows :—

-** Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 23rd instant, fyle 1691-90, in reference to my report
of the schooner dbbie 3. Deering. In reply, 1 beg to
say that the seizure was made princigally for violation of
the Customs law although no doubt the offence wasa
I dealt with the seizure

violation of the Fisheries Act.

| under the Customs law, and when the amount of $800 was
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paid to cover the fines that the several parties were liable | present Government in the county, that he was so
! strong a GGovernment supporter as to merit con-

for under that Jaw I acted on the impression it was my
duty to set the vessel free.  If T have done wrong by so
doing it was from the want of not knewing better. I may
further say that I am_ of the opinion that the whole
mount was not paid by the master or owners of the
vessel, but was made up by ten parties coneerned_in the
transaction : the money was paid to_me by the Messrs.
Whitem:an, who were also interested in the matter.’
That was in reply to the following from the de-
partment 1 —

** Referring to your report of the seizure of the schooner
Abbic M. Deering for infraction of the fisheries laws and

regulations, I haveto point out that yon appeared to have
released the vessel on a deposit of 3800, The penalty is

confiscation: the law admits of no compromise or of

anything less than the value of the vessel being deposited.
I am desired by the hon. the Minister of Customs to ask
upon what authority you aceepted a deposit of anything
less than the value of the vessel, or released the vessel.
without instructions or authority either from this depart-
ment or from the Depariment ot Fisheries? ™

The explanation which Mr. Torey had given was as
follows :—

*Ou the evening of the 22mi instant I received a tele-
gram frotn a party at Canso informing me that the United
States fishing schooner _tbhie M. Lrering of Gloucester,
Jeremiah Gordon, master, had landed fish during the pre-
vious night and would sail the next day. I at onee tele-
graphed word to Mr. Yeuug and directed him to seizé the
vessel and I would go down on the following day, which I
did, and atter making further enguiry I tound that the
vessel was from the bauks. had no license and that the
charge was correct and could be sustained. I then pro-
cecded on board, saw the captain and other parties con-
cerned in the transaction, and they admitted the charge
and stated there had been landed 4.6 0 Ihs. codfish and a
quantity ol halibur. and had taken on board about 4 tons
ice, and wished 1o hitve the violation arranged torthwith
sa that the vess=cl could proceed on her voyage. I made
them the offer that they could do either,namely, let the law
‘take its course or pay a finc of eight hundred dollars tor
the violation committed upon the Customs Act. the Treaty
of 1818 and the laws in connection therewith, with the
addition of whatever expenses were incurred in the mat-
ter. They accepted the offer and yesterday paid the
money, namely, fine, 3300, expenses, 325, and I released
the vessel, This arrangement was made with the under-
standing that there was to be no further proceedings taken
on either side in this case beyond the privilege of the
owners appealing to the Minister's generosity for 2 reduc-
tion of the amount of fine if” he thought proper to do-z0.”
5

That report is dated the 25th April, 1890, and is
the report which was put in by Mr. Torey previous
to the letter I have read. This officer claims that

1
i
1
i
i

1 accepting $800 he act«d in the best interest of |

the department. He says that at that time it
would have been impossible-for him to make this
seizure becausehe had not the requisite power that
he could call out at this place, and therefore he
could not de any morve thau he did ; but nothing
further was suid.  The fine was paid and acceptes
and was returned to the (Government. As a mat-
ter of course, Mr. Torey thought the thing was
ended. Here was an otficer who had been employed
for twenty years and had bLeen performing the
duties of his office in « manner which gave entire
satisfaction to the best people in the county. He
was a man who was so vigilant and so energctic
that he allowed no opportunity to pass without see-
ing the law carried out. In fact he had made many
enemies on account of the vigilance with which he
looked after smugglers and others, and saw that
the law was put into operation. Yet he gets no
notice in regard to this until after the election. 1
have said that Mr. Torey was a supporter of the
Government, and he is so now. As far as
an official could act, no man could be a
stronger supporter of the Government than he was.
Indeed it was claimed by the opponents of the
Mr. FRASER.

Zhe Government met, and he did all he could, con-

i other on acconnt of his advanced age.

demmnation as an othicial.  His house was the place
of all others in the county where the supporters of

sistently with his office, and, as his opponents
claimed, more than he should for the Government.
But, when the election took place last year, he did
not see his way clear to vote for the Government
candidate and he remained at home. 1 cannot
understand why it was only after the election that
this was considered a suthcient cause for his dis-
missalas a fishery oflicer. The truth of the matter
was that Mr. Torey, having done this, his whilom
Conservative friends thought that he was not a
man who could he left any longer in office.  His
opposition was not against the present Govern-
ment or their policy, his opposition was of a
personal character, and just hecause he did
not vote, the Government dismissed him. Now,
I claim that when an officer has served them
well for over twenty years he ought not to have
been treated in this mammer. Mr. Torey is
not an old man, he is still able to do the
work : I venture to say that he is better able to
perform the duties of overseer of fisheries and col-
lector of Customs, than any man in the county ;
I venture to say he knows more about the fisheries
of the country and the laws relating to the tisheries,
and can give better information to the CGovernment,
than any man in the county. Now, even provided
the contention of the Government was correct, pro-
vided even that he did violate the statute, he did
it not wilfully, but he thought he was acting in the
best interests of the country. But [ want to call
attention to another matter in connection with it.
It was not until this spring, some time in May, that
he received a notice that he was dismissed. In May
he wrote a letter to the department, complaining
of the harshness of his dismissal after twenty years
service to the hest of his ability, and asking to be
informed of the reason of his dismissal. The de-
partment returned answer that there were two
reasons, the one on account of his conduct in the
seizuze of the United States fishing vessel, and the
[ submit
that his advanced age was no reason. Mr. Torey
is not so old as to be unable to perform his
duty.  That was in May last, aml between the
antumn of the previous year and that time, there
was nothing said to him about his contemplated
dismissal ; aml I venture to say that only for the
fact that Mr. Torey did not see fit at. the last elec-
tion to vote for the Government—and it was a per-
sonal matter—he would not have been disturbed,
there would not have been a thought of dismissing
him. If action had been taken ifinmediately upon
what the Government claim to have been a viola-
tion of the law with regard to the seizure, I could
understand it, for we all know that the Govern-
wment deal with these matters very summarily.
Everybody knows that when Mr. Ross committed
a violation of the law he was not allowed six or
eight months to think over it, he was dismissed
almost immediately.

Mr. TUPPER. No.
Mr. FRASER. How long was he kept in?
Mr. TUPPER. Over a month.

Mr. FRASER. - Exactly, but the seizure was
first made in April, 1890, and the notification of
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his dismissal comes to him on the 2Gth of May, or
some time early in May, 1891,  Here is the whole
secret. There was no thought of removing him,
and T venture to say that if Mr. Torey had taken
his usual course and had supported the Government
andidate, as in previous elections, we would not
have heard a wordysaid about his dismissal, and
about this hatching of an excuse for dismissing hini,
Mr. Ross was dismissed at a month’s notice, be-

cause no election was pending, but Mr. Torey was !

kept on. There is a general impression in the
county amongst hoth Tories and Liberals, that M.
Torey s head was cut off on account of his declining
to vote.
tions ever presented to the Government in favour
of any one, signed by over a thousand men on both
sides of politics in the County of Guyshorough,
including some of the strongest supporters of the
(Government in the county, was sent to the de-
partment about Mr. Torey.
a little inclined towards mdependence just about
the time of the election, his past services all went
for nothing, his past services to the Government

were thought nothing of, and it was concluded |

that & blow must be struck at him to learn him
and to learn all others that if they dared, when an
election came on, to refrain from voting, they
must understand  that the law will be put into
operation. Now, if Mr. Torey was an othcer who
had neglected his duty, there might be some ex-
cuse for his disianissal, but even if there had bLeen
a violation of the law I claim that he, as an otficer
who had been twenty years in the service and done
his duty to the satisfaction of the Government,
ought to have been treated with more considera-
tion. Everybody in the county will tell you that
he did his duty so far as he was concerned, and
likewise in aiding others and doing what he could
to stop smuggling, doing all that he could in the
interest of the Government, and I say there ought
to have been some consideration shown to an officer
of that character. Is a man to be dismissed for one
violation of the law 7 \When I consider the further
fact that he had grown old in that office, being
now over 60 years of age, I think the conduct of
the Government was reprehensible in dismissing
him. I am not a political friend of Mr. Torey, he
does not happen to be a supporter of mine, he did
not vote for my party, and I do not think he ever
once voted for the Liberal party in that county.
His whole influence and the influence of his family
were opposed to the party with which I am con-
nected.  But that makes no difference: I would
claim for him the same rights that 1 would claim
for a supporter of mine. I am bound to say
that, although Mr. Torey was opposed to me,
he was a good officer, and T claim that the Govern-
ment ought not to have acted as they did towards
that man.  Why need his alleged oftence go so long
unpunished 7 Why not deal with it at once, if it
was such a flagrant violation of the law ?* Why
keep him on without saying a word to him about
it 2 * But an occasion arose when the Government,
finding that Mr. Torey was independent and would
not vote for the Government candidate, decided to
dismiss him. Now, here let me say that so far as
his knowledge is concerned in comparison with the
man that was appointed in Lis place, it was like
the knowledge of the Minister of Marine as com-
pared with the knowledge of his youngest,child.
He knows just as much more about fisheries than

More than that, one of the largest peti- |

But Mr. Torey being

the man the Government appointed as the Minister
of Marine knows more than his infant child. I Jdo
‘not say that the new officer is not a respectable
nan 2 but he was a small huckster in the village. he
knrew nothing about anything except selling a few
gools,  Mr. Torey had been in the service for over
twenty years, aml had been a commandant of
; Government vessels.  There is nothing in that
service that Mr. Torey does not know. There
is not an inch of the county that he does not
i know.  He himself supervised all the officers
i of the Government in the connty : indeed he was the
cGovernment in that county, he was the whole
Government in the county. He collected their
i Customs, and looked after their fisheries, and every-
thing of that kind. I say that the Govermment
have done a wrong to a man who has been in the
: Civil Service for twenty vears, and no complaint has
t ever been found against hin. Mr. Torey is up as
carly as any man in that county. 1 have known
him to leave before daylight to perform his daty.
But lie is declared to be an old man now, and so
he must be laid aside.  You will notice, Mr.
Speaker, that both things are joined together. T o
Government were conscious that they could not
dismiss him for the first reason, and so they found
a second reason. The tirst reason was not suthcient,
and, therefore, for the first time, they bring up his
age against him.  They say : You are getting too
old ; the Governor General is told that you are too
old. I suppose the Governor General thought that
he was a decrepit old wan like some of the officers
wesecabout the departments, sunning themselveson
the lawn, and not able to move about, and conse-
quently the Governor General thought it was in the
interest of the service that he should be dismissed.
I venture to say, if all the facts in regard tothat
seizure were brought before the Governor General
and Mr. Torey's explanation was considered, the
Governor General would not have dismissed him
for that cause. It is a serious matter for all officials
if they are to be treated in this way. I shall be
very g¢lad to hear what explanation can he given.
Technically there was a violation of the law by the
official, but I hold that there is no official of M-~
Torey’s age in the Dominion who has performed
his duties so well for twenty years and made so few
mistakes. No one indeed, ever heard that he
made a mistake before, and yet for that one
mistake, and he claimed it was impossible for him
to deotherwise, he is removed. If he had not
accepted S800 as a tine the vessel would have gone
out to sea, and at Canso there were many American
vessels which might have taken the part of the

Il
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vessel in question, and accordingly, in my
opinion, Mr.  Torey acted wisely. Where

could he obtain men to makeanarrest? The people
were not in sympathy with action in the direction
of arresting the vessel after this offer of 3800 was
made. It was not a case where the captain de-
clared he would resist the law and get away. But
when the people found the vessel had offered $300
for the vielation of the law, they were in sympathy
with it, and it was aquestion whether the officer
should accept the amount or let the vessel go with-
out punishment. That explanation was satisfac-
tory to the Government at the time; and hence
their silence, until Mr. Torey failed to come out
and vote at the last election. I am simply claim-
ing for him what I would claim for any ofticial. I
have nothing to gain from this matter; Mr. Torey
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is no political friend of mine, nor of my friends ;
he has no claim ou me or any Liberal in the county.
He has acted faithfully in his position for many

vears, and for this one act one of the best officials

has been removed.
service and for Mr. Torey personally, that this
should have been done. and 1 regret that the Gov-

ernment, after keeping silence so long, found it
necessary  after the election was over. by the!

action of my late opponent, to initiate this action.
The Government did not
motion, but my late opponent, seeing that Mr.
Torey did not give him his individual support and

refrained from voting, brought pressure on the
I assert before :
the Minister of Murine and Fisheries that if my

Government to obtain his removal.

late opponent had not brought pressure te bear,
the Government would not have taken this action
in regard to Mr. Torey. I regard this action—I
am not speaking in Mr. Torrey’s interest but in the
Cinterests of the officials—as a great wrong com-
“mitted on a good officer. a wrong which will be
resented by many of the best friends of the Gov-
ernment ; and though I might be presumed to wish
that the Government should go on causing men to
feel aggrieved, yet I am bound to say in regard to
Mr. Torey that I expect no favour from him or any
of his friends, but I am simply speaking of a good
othicial and faithful servant who, I think, has been
unfairly dealt with.

Mr. TUPPER. The hon. gentleman has taken
an extraordinary position in this case. It seems we
have done a great wrong to a Conservative, a
party man, from whom he expects no favours, who,
he says, is a supporter of the Government and whose
name is ‘‘ Torey.” It so happens that another of
the cases to which the hon. gentleman alluded was
that of Mr. Ross, a case not so extreme as this, inmy
judgment, nor of such a serious character. I
believe Mr. Ross; though at one time a Liberal, yet
at the time the Government took action against him
was a supporter of the Government and in sympathy
with it. I may say at the outset to the hon. mem-
ber for Guysborough (Mr. Fraser), who seems to
know far more than anyone as to the reasons which
prompted the Government, that, speaking for my-
self and for the Government—because it was by my
action and that of the Minister of Customs that the
step was taken in connection with Mr. Torey—1 o
not think he is acquaiuted with the facts. The hon.
geutleman says Mr. Torey is still a Conservative.
I did not know, and I did not enquire how he voted
at the last election, and I never would have known
so much about his political faith and actions at the
last election had he not written to me since
this action was taken by the Government in
connection with his office. That was the first
intimation I had of this gentleman’s conduct
in the last election: it was a long letter,
in which he went fully into the reasons for
not supporting Mr. Ogden. Much as the hon.
member for Guyshorough (Mr. Fraser) thinks he
knows about the case, he has not studied it with
that care which was necessary from the papers
which he held in his hand. The cause of the
action of the Government occurred long ago, and
cae burden of the hon. gentler an’s argument was
that it was not wrong to dismiss him, but if you
had to dismiss him, you should not have permitted
him to remain in oflice from April of last year to

Mr. FRASER.

I am sorry, for the sake of the

do this of their own:

! May of this year. Soj #stead of doing the otticer
i the great injustice the how. gentleman contends,
the Government have giverir him a vear, which
they should not have given him according to the
hon. gentleman. The hon. gentleman will not al-
i low even extenuating circumstances to be pleaded
“on the part of this otficer, that he was old in years ;
but he insists that he was a vigorous, vigilant
and intelligent oftficer, thoroughly posted in his
duties and able to carry them out ethiciently. If
that states correctly the conduct of that officer, he *
"is without any excuse. The only conclusion from
; the argnment would be that in superannuating that
officer the Government had acted wrongly, and he
should have heen instuntly dismissed. The hon.
; gentleman’s statement of the facts is incorrect, and
: he could not support it by the papers he had before
thim.  He seeks to lead the House to believe
i that this officer acted with great discretion and
i within his power as a Customs officer ; that he
“found himself in this position : there was a viola-
[tion of the Customs Act and a violation of the
; Fisheries Act, and with great discretion he ex-
i tracted the highest penalty known under the Cus-
toms laws, because he felt it was impossible for
him to «do any more or go any further. If the
statement be correct that this action was taken
under the Customs law, this oticer showed he hal
power to exact the highest penalty offered to him,
and he did so. But the hon. gentleman took
another turn, and, forgetting that statcment, he
said in effect he arrested him for an otfence under the
Fisheries Act, which he well knows to be a viola-
tion under that Act in the most important points
connected with the fisheries and our contention in
regard to them, and he attempted to do nothing. The
Lon. gentleman must bear in mind that that was
an afterthought of Overseer Torey, and it places
his position in a worse light. For this reason he
sent in a formal report on the arrest and detention
of the vessel for an offence against the Customs
law ; but he sent in a report stating exactly what
he did :

*That he arrested this ship, to the value of 310,000, for
an infraction of the revenue laws of the Dominion, for
having, while in the harbour of Canso. on the night of
21st April, 1890, dizcharged and sold a portion of her cargo,
namely, fresh and salted fish, and di(f alzo take on board

ice and other fishing supplies, not having obtained a
license or permission to do so.”

'
i
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Then he goes on to state all the particulars, stating
succinetly that it was not only for a violation
of the Custom and fishery laws generally, but
pointing out in particular the laws that had been
violated. For that offence against the fishery
laws he knew the penalty was confiscation, and
that the Act of Parliament gave no discretion
for any less penalty. He had before him the case
of Collector Ross that was discussed in this House
last year, where some hon. gentlemen opposite com-
plained of undue severity on the part of the Gov-
ernment. He knew that the answer of the Govern-
ment had been: that, while the punishment was
severe, it was necessary in the most emphatic man-
ner possible to mark disapproval of an officer acting
without authority in permitting a violation of the
Fisheries Act, contrary to the terms of the Treaty
of 1818, and that any other conduct on the part of
the Government and any toleration of that irvegu-
larity on the part of the officers on our coast would
injure our position in any international arrange-
; ments on every future occasion when the fishery
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treaties were to be considered, and when we insisted
that these were not only our rights, but that we
had niaintained them, and permitted no exception
to be made nor waiver to occur. He had all of
that before him, yet he hastened to allow that
vessel to depart on making a settlement, and he in-
sinuates a personal reason for that conduct. He
does not give as a reason want of force to carry the
law into effect, but that the amount was made up
by people of the locality. This popular officer, for
whom a thousand on both sides of politics, asthe
hon. gentleman said, made representations to the
Government to stay their hand and leave him in
oftice ; this popular otlicer no doubt obtained some
of that popularity from the fact that in the dis-
charge of his duties he considered all these cir-
cumstances on the part of his neighbours and the
people of that locality. He has put forward
several excuses, and each of these excuses makes
the offence more serious than it appeared to be at
first sight.  The hon. gentleman (Mr. Fraser) com-
plains bitterly that we did not dismiss him last
year, but the facts in reference to the delay are
these : The moment this office heard that he
had, without any reference to the department,
even by telegram, allowed this ship to go on
the imposition of a penalty for the infraction
-of the Customs law, and no imposition of
any penalty for the violation of the Fish-
eries Act, the department set about obtaining
the full facts. The two departmments whose otticer

obtained these full facts just about the time that

the Cabinet breaks up in the summer, and the
Council was not in a position to fully consider the
case until lateron.  The hon. gentleman knows that
the fishing season being over, there was no necessity,
so far as the point to which I have alluded was con-
cerned, for any quicker action to be taken. The
main thing was that we did take action soon enough
to prevent that otficer holding that responsible posi-
tion before the fishing season opened, and care was
taken that we were In a position to say, that we

not waived our rights under the Treaty of 1818
in this respect ; that there was no case where we
allowed any officer to use a discretion of that kind
and permit a vessel to comein contrary to the pro-
visions of that treaty and of our Act, and that
wherever it was the case, that otlicer was dismissed
or his services dispensed with before the succeeding
fishing season. Our position would be weakened
and impaired greatly in connection with this sub-
ject, if we tolerated such loose conduct on the part
of an officer of the department. The hon. gentle-
man will see, therefore, that the case of the Govern-
ment has been most fair, that we laid down the
priuciple in the case of Mr. Ross and we carried
-out the same principle in the case of an old sup-
porter of the Government ; a life-long supporter of
the Government, as the hon. gentleman says,
-amd a man who is vet in hearty sympathy with the
policy of the Government,according to the hon.
gentleman. The pretension which the hon. gentle-
man set up that this was done because it was
desired to give his defeated opponent an office, is
preposterous. “That is entirely wrong. There is
no foundation in fact for that, except the opinion
which Mr. Torey has entertained, and which he has
expressed in a letter addressed to myself. This
matter did not sleep, as the hon. gentleman says ; it
-could not have been considered until the full facts
‘were obtained. Mr. Torey was told the impropriety
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of his conduct, and had every reason to believe, if
he was half so intelligent as the hon. gentleman
says he was, that his conduct was under considera-
tion and that his case was not finally dealt with.
Mr. Torey is an old man, he was long in the service,
he had been a good officer, he had been in his earli-
est years a vigorous officer, he never sent such an
excuse as that, he had not the power to enforce the
laws' over which he was appointed ofticer and
guardian, amd his age was considered, his past
services were considered, and he was treated as
Mr. Ross was treated in being given the benefit of
the Superannuation Act. I mentioned before to
the hon. gentleman, that this officer knew that an
offence was committed against the Fisheries Act as
well as against the Customs Act, and he stated so
succintly. He never said that it was on account
of his weakness, or on account of insufticient force
that he acted as he did, but his own excuse, hefore
he was dismissed, was as follows :—

‘“ T beg to say that the seizure was made principally for
a violation of the Customs laws, although no doubt the
offence was also a violation of the Fisheries Act.”

That was incorrect. But he said :

‘‘ I dealt with the seizure under the Customs law, and

when the amount of 3800 was paid to cover the fine that
the several parties were liable for under that law,I got
under the impression that it was my duty to set the vessel
free.”
The hon. gentleman knows that that excuse is in-
consistent with the statement he gives to-day, to
the effect that his reason for letting her free was
that he had not force to detain her. The officer
himself says :

““X set her free because I believed it was my duty to
do so.””
The excuse of the ofticer, I venture to say, if under-
stood in the light it now presents, would have
caused the officer to have been Jdealt with in a dif-
ferent way, and the argument of the hon. gentle-
man goes to show that the <nly mistake was, in
giviny this officer the benefit of the Superanuation
Act. An officer who will report to the Govern-
ment that his act was under the fisheries law and
not under the Customs law ; an officer who was in
the service of the Fisheries Department for twenty
years, the commander of a cutter, knowing that
the punishment for vielation of the Fishery Act in
that regard was confiscation, and who writes in
reference to the seizure of the vessel for the viola-
tion of that law, that he thought all he could im
pose was a tine of S800, and then after action was
taken on that report, states that the reason he did
not hold the vessel for confiscation was that he had
insuthcient force,—an ofticer who did all that was
in the service a sufliciently long time. He puts for-
ward an excuse on the 28th of June, and now he puts
in the hon. gentleman’s hands a statement that he
had not a sutlicient force to detain the vessel. On
the 28th of June, a year ago, he says: ““If I have
done wrong, it was for the want of knowing better,”
and then he gives the exciise which I mentioned
before, that the amount of the fine had been made
up by the people of the locality. I know that has
no relevancy at all ; it is for the purpose of show-
ing that he had exercised a discretion not vested in
him, and had taken into cousideration those initi-
gating circumstances, but aot in the slightest way
connected with the commission of the offence or
with the offenders. Now, the hon. gentleman must
remember, and the House should be informed, that
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thix case also came up before the authorities of the
Unitedd States: that is, the consul of the United
States made representations in reference to it : and,
therefore, the case was one in-which the conduct of
this Government had to be carried on with the
greatest care, and the greatest regularity had to be
shown in our dealings with the various vessels, not
only the vessel in the case of Collector Ross, but in
this case itself. which had come to the knowledge
of the United States authorities. Now, there isa
letter of recent date : 1 do not see it attached to
this return

Mr. FRASER. I may say that the Minister
gave me those letters as being all the letters I
asked for.

- Mrv. TUPPER.

Isay I do not observe here a

letter sent to the department by this officer, in |

which he puts forward an additional excuse incon-
sistent with his first report. That is in April,
1800, The hon. gentleman obtained these papers
from the Customs Department : but T have some
other papers. which the hon. geuntleman can see,
and they will show the House that this officer has
turned and twisted in regard to this matter.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E L) Do I understand that
the alleged infraction of the law took place in
April, 1800 %

Mr. TUPPER. Yes, in April of last year, and
the case was not considered when the report was
obtained. When the full facts were obtained, we
had reached the end of June of that year, and
Parliament not heing in session, the Council was
not full when the question came up, and it stood
over for consideration when the Council should be
full : because we had before us, not merely the
case of this overseer, the collector of Customs, but
an international «question that concerned our en-
forcement of this Act in reference to the fishing
vessels of the United States, and we had the com-

munication of the consul of the United States|

touching the subject. In consequence of its im-
portance it stood over, and, as I explained before,
the delay that occurred afterwards when the Coun-
il was ready to deal with the subject, at a time
when the fishing had ceased, and the foreign fish-
ing vessels were not on our coasts : but the action
was taken soon enough in the public intervest, pre-
vious to the tishing season, when the officer would
have to enforce the Act.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) When was he dismissed ?

Mvr. TUPPER. He was superannuated in May
of this year. But the case which the hon. gentle-
man made out to-day, amd the facts that occurred
subsequently when he varied entirely his defence,
and stated that it was from inability and waut of
assistance that he did not enforce the Fishery Act,
show that there would have been, if these facts
had heen known, a case of absolute dismissal,
instead of the treatment thae was accorded to him,

Mr. FRASER. I would like to have all the cor-
respondence.

Mr. BOWELL. I gave the hon. gentleman all
the documents I had, and I am sure the hon. Min-
ister of Marine will give him all that he has.

Mr. FRASER. I may say that the letter in
which he gives the excuse that he was unable to
make the seizure is dated previous to the letter
which was read by the hon. Minister of Marine.

Mr. TurpER.

M. TUPPER. No: read the letter. The hon.
gentleman will find that he is misinformed.

Mr. FRASER. The letter from which the hon.
gentleman read was dated 23th June, 1300,

Mr. TUPPER.
April.

Mr. FRASER. It was in the letter of April,
1891, that he gives the excuse that he could not.
1 admit all that ; but I submit that the Minister
makes a very poor case when he says that this man
was dismissed because the Government could not
deny the matter. The otficial was continued in
office, and the offence was not considered so serious
by the Government up to that time. But my op-
ponent said publicly on the streets after the elec-
tion, that he would be dismissed.

M. TUPPER.

Mr. FRASER. Tamonly showing that the force
which was brought to bear on the Govearmnent was
a force from without and not from within. My
opponent said that openly, and he afterwards re-
joiced that he was able to carry that threat into
effect.

Mr. TUPPER.
out my knowledge.

Mr. FRASER. I wish to have the opportunity
of dealing with this matter further, when I wet the
rest of the correspondence.

Mr. DAVIES(P.E. I} What became of the tine ?
Mr. TUPPER. It wentto the_Recéivcr Generall

It being six o'clock, the Speaker Ieft the Chair.
~After Recess.
- 'IN COMMITTEE—THIRD READING.

Bill (No. 151) respecting the Ontario Express and
Transportation Company.—(Mr. Sutherland.j

SUPPLY —CONCURRENCE.

House again proceeded to consider resolutions
reported from Committee of Supply.

The letter I read was dated in

I am not responsible for that.

If that was done, it was with-

Fisheries—Salaries, &e., P.E I cee ..o S4000

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) I was not in the House
when these items were passed in the Committee of
Supply, and I have only a question to ask my hon.
friend opposite. It is with reference to Movell
River in Prince Edward Island, which is the best
ishing vivers in the Island. Formerly very large
quantities of the finest trout were caught init, and
efforts have been made by private individuals to
preserve many portionsof it. Formerly, also.salmon .
were caught there in large numbers, hut of late
years, owing to the abominable habit of netting,
the river has ceased, to a very large extent, to be a
good fishing river, though the sportsmen on the
Island have made constant efforts to stop that
practice. I think it was two ycars ago that the
department, having already one or twolocal inspect-
ors, appointed a third gentleman as guardian, Mr.
Dowse. He was a resident of Charlottetown : and
I find nc fault with the appointment, because he
had a good deal of knowledge of the fish in that
river, had spent much time fishing there, and was
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well aconainted with the plans adopted by the
poachers to net the rviver. He was appointed
additional guardian, and, T understand, devoted a
portion of one summer to protecting the river. Are
there any outstanding claims of his against the
department, or has the department settled with
him, as there was a good deal of talk about this
hefore the Fish and Game Society *

Mr. TUPPER.
and find out.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I)  The Fish and Game Pro-
tection Society of the Island some time ago entered
into  correspondence with the hon. gentleman’s
department. and, with the laudable object of pre-
serving that river. offered to pay the salary of a
proper inspector if the Government would make
the appointment. the society to name the man to
be appointed.  The department, however, refused.
I do not understanl why they refused. It may not
be consistent with the policy of the department to
make an appointment and allow a private game
society to pay the salary : but so anxious were the
society to have a proper man appointed,who would
actually and not nominally alone protect the river,
that they were perfectly willing to pay the salary
if the depactinent would make the appointment.
The vonsequence of the refusal of the department
is, that the river is being netted yvear after year, for
want of proper guardians. Thatis a crying pity,
because most ex-zellent sport can be had there and
magniticent fish.  Some very stern measures will
have tobe taken to teach the poachers that their
offence 15 not « slight one.  They have the idea that
netting the river and taking out baskets full of the
finest fisk is not an offence at all, and if an ofticer
goes to arvest them they look upon him as an in-
truder, and call upon their neighbours to assist
them and protect them when they are violating the
law. There is a very strong effort going to he
made by the Fish and Game Society to protect that
as well as other rivers, and I hope my hon. friend
will lend them his official aid i that. I would
like to know whether it is true, as is stated, that
the department has refused to nominate a man
there, though the Fish and Game Society offered to
pay his salary.

Mr. MACDONALD (King's). The More! is one of
the most important rivers in Prince Edward Island,
especially for trout fishing, and 1 think it is import-
ant that the department should protect that river.
The fishery wardens in the past have, perhaps, not
been properly situated. but 1 hope the new de-
parture which is being taken by the Minister will
have a good effect, and that this fishery, which is a
very important one, wiil be better looked after.
There is no doubt that the river is being tished and
netted year after year, and to some extent the law
is being set at defiance. I undevstand that the
Minister is now going to place wardens on these
rivers, and pay them for the time they are actually
employed in looking after the stream.  1f those
wardens are judiciously placed I think that will
have a very good effect in preventing the netting
which has heen going on for years past, and I hope
the Minister will give it his serious attention next
year when the fishing season sets in, and will see
that this river, which is the most valuable river we
have in the province for trout tishing, will be pro-
perly {)gztected.

I will take a note of the question

e
Ty

Mr. TGPPER. Iam in thorough accord with
the hon. gentlemen who have spoken, as to the im-
portance of giving better protection to the import-
ant streams in the different provinces. My dith-
culty in connection with the Fish and Game Club,
who communicated with me, was that at the time
I was not in the position which Tam now, in regard
to the re-organization of the fishery service. The
hon. gentlemen very well know that in Prince
Edward Island and in Nova Scotia we hadd a very
large number of exceedingly useless otficers. who
hadd grown up under the old system prior to Confe-
deration, where a man got a two-penny half-penny
salavy of 210, 220 and =30 a year. These oflicers
increased in number, and the result was, that while
we spent a considerable sum of money on that sys-
tem, none of these men would take any trouble to
enforce the Act! for the simple reason that their
salary was nominal and the dangers they van were
exceedingly great, incurving the enmity of neigh-
bours and troubles of all kinds in enforcing what
were often unpopular regulations.  Now. in such
a scheme as is proposed we can co-operate  very
cordially with the clubs—that is, we can, under
proper provisions, resort to the system which the
clubs have adopted in regard to the rivers in New
Brunswick, where they have their guardians and
pay them a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work,
and they have the opportunity of watching them
themselves, and of Jdispensing with them when
they do not perform their duty.  During the im-
portant seasons, when the fish are running, and so on,
1t is proposed to adopt that system. and we have
been proceeding in that direction gradually in the
ditferent districts in Nova Scotia, amnd now we have
reached the Island and intend to do away with the
warden system, and appoint from time to time tem-
porary officers, who will be guardians under the
overseers. all being under the general supervision
of the inspector. I do not remember exactly the
issue of the correspondence to which the hon. gen-
tleman refers. It has not been the universal rule
to refuse the nomination of a club regularly made,
and especially when they pay the salary. On the
contrary, we have often clothed the officers of

rivate lessees with the powers of fishery officers,
but 1 suppose the chief ditticuity here was that we
had no appropriation to meet the cost of the officer,
though that hardly meets the case the hon. pentle-
man refers to, because he says the club offered to
pay the salary. T do not know what the objection
was.  We did to a certain extent co-operate with
these people last year, and this year we have to
some extent wet their wishes. Our chief ditliculty
was that we were cramped under the old system.
We have now taken a different line and the subject
has been touched upon in the two last reports of
the department.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) I would point out the
needlessness of appointing a local man to «do this
work. He cannot doit.  If his .neighbour’s sons
are netting trout, and he attempts to arrest them,
he makes a life-long enemy of his next door neigh-
bour. He will not do that, and thercefore the
necessities require the appointmert of a good,
energetic, active man, not living in the locality,
who could protect the whole river easily cnough.
I know the appointment of Mr. Dowse a year ago
would have been satisfactory if he had been clotheid

with the proper authority. If you appoint loeal
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men. they cannot arrest their next Jdoor neighbours :

and their children. and haul them before a magis-
trate.  The odinm is too great, and therefore an:
outsider should be appointed. :
Fish-breeding cren e 323000

Mr. DAVIES (P.EL) I am not going to enter !
into a discussion of the very large and important:
question which is presented to the House here in:
the vote which we are now asked to concur in.
The department. so far. have adhered to their policy |
of attémpting to promote the fisheries by the
establishinent of tish-breeding establishments: and 1
suppose that at the present time there is hardly
suthicient information before the House to enable 1t
to form any positive opinion upon the utility of
this expenditure. I am not going to quote isolated
opinions on this, although we have some opinions
which are entitled to weight, and which go to show
that we are spending ten ties as much money as
we get returns for. 1 wish rather to draw the
attention of the hon. gentleman to one specitic
point in vonnection with this vote, and that is the
lobster tisheries in the Maritime Provinces.  These
are very important fisheries. The amount of money
they yield and bring into the country every year,
the number of men to whom they give employment,
and who are engaged in these fisheries, are of them-
selves suthicient evidence of their great importance.
The hon. Minister knows well that year after year
there has been a constant struggle going on between
the Jdepartment and this trade for the closing of the
lobster fisheries. and to agree upon some plan which
will promote and improve the lobster grounds, and
against those whoare determined to tish them out at
all hazards and at all seasons. Now, a great differ-
ence of opinion exists. The hon. gentleman appointed
a comnission some years ago, and I must say the
commission presented a report which did not seem
to e to be fruitful of very much thought, nor to
be productive of very much good : but the result
of it all was that the hon. gentleman determined—
and. I think, correctly, from the judgment 1 could
form—to shorteiPthe time, not to lease the grounds,
as it was once intended to do, to individuals, hut
to allow them to fish as they had been fishing, but
still to form a close season, and to allow them to
tish for a very short period, I think from the ist
of May to the middle of July—I speak now with
refevence to the Islund.  The results went to show
that that was an eminently wise position, and I
will challenge contradiction to the fact that after
the close season had been in operation for two years
the results were very highly satisfactory, and the
lobsters have increased so greatly that some gentle-
men who had thought of removing their factories to
Newfoundland and other places determined to
continue the fishery in Prince Edward Island.
There was every promise, therefore, of a
reasonable and fair catch for the present and
for future years. and I think the best men engaged
in the fishery, although they entertain, many of
them, different ideas about it, have all come to the
conclusion, after the experience of one or two
seasons, that the policy of shortening the time for
catching lobsters solved the whole question ; at any
rate, it solved it to such an extent that the grounds
were Improving, the quantity caught was enorm-
ously increased, and there did not seem to be any
reason why, if that was adhgred to, we should not
have for many years to come, perhaps for all time

Mr. Davies (P.E.L)
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to come, a continuance of that rich and productive
industry.  Now, for some reason or other, owing
to some pressure, I do not know what, the hon.

i gentleman reversed his policy this year, and when

that close-season had expired. on the 13th of July,
I suppose on the application of a number of packers,
he extended the time further. What was the
result ¥ The result is. that the grounds are being
fished out again, and next year the results will be

. very much worse, of course. than they are this.

On the one hand. he has paid out large sums of
money  to breed lobsters, and on the other
hand  he has extended the time during which
they can be caught, and has left the lobster
fisheries to be depleted. I will read to him
aletter which I recetved from the owner of the large
lobster factories the other day on this subject, and
it shows, I think, the opinion of, by long odds, a
majority of the lobster packers--I do not mean t¢
say in number : T do not mean to say that a large
number of smaller lobster packers would not desire
to extend the time for a month, or six weeks, or
two months ; they. would keep it open as long as
they can cateh fish, whether the tish is in a proper
condition to catch or not.  But I say the better
class of the fishermen desire that this fishery should
be conserved and protected, and do not desire to
sece the extension of time. I think the policy
adopted by the department this yvear was a ruinous
policy. The hon. gentleman is educating the lobster
packers up to the belief that no rule or order passed
by the department will resist the application of
political influence. Now, I want him to explain,
to-night, why it was that the season was extended
when it worked so well the year previous. The
letter to which I vefer reads as follows : —

“ The Marine and Fisheries Department are playving
the mischiet with our Island lobster fisheries. For your
information, in case yon may use it in debate, I will state
the position. About six or seven years ago they wisely
shortened the lobster fishing season from the 1st of May
to the 16th of July. The watersot the Gult had been fished
out previously by allowing lobsters to be caught pretty
much all the open season, and they had become so0 searce
that nearly all the small factories had to close and the
large ones were hardly making both ends meet. There
has been a marked improvement since, and for the last
three years it has been a paying business. In addition to
shortening the season, the regulations as to size and spawn
fish have been very stringent, and the factories have
been watched, fines, Xc., inflicted. Of course, most of the
factories thought the regulations were toe stringent, but I
am not going tv enter upon that question now. They were
all pretty generally agreed upon this point, namely, that
with a view of preserving the industry the open season
was long enough. Some few of the large Tactories would
have preferred the season shortened to the 1st of July. .
This yvear, without rhyme or reason, the Minister extend-
ed the season to the Ist of August. Mr. Prowse, I, and
some other large packers, close on the 15th of July. We
considered the extension of time destructive of the busi-
ness, and would not take advantage of it, but small
packers have been fishing straight along up to the 12th
mstant, and have not been molested.  The worst feature
in the extension of time is that a large proportion of
spawn lobsters come on the grounds nbout the middle of
July, and the fish are also not in a good condition for can-
ning, as it is the shell-casting season. Curiously enough,
the Government have an artificial herring establishment
on Piciou Island, and are at the same time allowing the.
ova-bearing lobsters to be destroyed by the thousands by
giving the extension of time.””

I cannot put the matter as tersely andas lucidly as
I think my correspondent has put it. He has very
great experience in this business, extending over a
great many years, has a very large number of
factories, and an enormous amount of capital in-
vested : and having read his letter, I submit his
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remarks for the consideration of the Minister and
ask for an explanation.

Mr. MACDONALD (King's, P.EI) I would
like to ask the Minister if this amount includes a
sum for extending the hatchery for lobsters as well
as other fish. I was going to say that that is the
most important feature of the whole lobster tish-
eries just now, and I think itis a branch of business
to which the Minister should give his attention.
From correspondence I have had last year from
Newfoundland on this question, I think, if my
memory serves me right, that the lobster hatchery
‘there met with wonderful success. and that some-
thing like 450,000,000 of vouny lobsters were put
into the water that had been hatched by a very
simple process.  Now, if that is a fact, and if the
hatchery that has been started in Pictou County
this vear has met with the success that I hear it
has had, I think that contains the whole solution of
the icbster business, and that if we can successfully
hatch out lobsters in the way it is said they
are doing in these hatcheries it will do away
with any necessity of making stringent laws
with respect to the protection of the ftish-
eries further than shortening the season. The
shortening of the season is ample and suthicient
for the protection of the business.  What I supposed
the Minister had in view was the late season this
year at which the fishery commenced and the serious
storms that had occurred Jduring the season, when
he made the mistake of extending the season this
vearuntil Ist August.  With respect to the fishing
in our county, I can safely say that the fishermen
as a whole were well pleased with the usual season
they have been having of late years, amld it would
have been better had the season ended at the usual
time. With respect to the size of the lobsters, I
think that matter should be left very much to the
fishermen themselves. All that isnecessary,in order
to preserve that valuable branch of the business, is
to restrict the season to the timeallowed for several
yvears past. If that is done, the business will luok
after itself. In King's County those who prosecute
the fishery have not been greedy about an extension
of the season at any time, and they would always
be perfectly satistied and willing, if there was no
law to restrict. to close at the period named,
if ‘not Dbefore, and in some cases they
have closeil before, but at all events they
would be quite satistied to close at the time
set down by the department. I believe the fishery
will be maintained and even improved by the short
season, without imposing any further restrictions
on the fishermen. That fact is to be seen established
in the improvement of the fishery in our county,
where th+ short season has heen adhered to, and
where the fishery is improving year after year. I
hope the Minister will give his earnest attention to
the lobster hatcheries, and if the processis assimple
as I am given to understand it is, he will see it is
introduced in every section, not only of Prince
Edward Island, but of the lower provinces, where
lobster fishing is carried on, and that the immense
quantities of ova that are now destroyed and ge into
the builers—for these lobsters will be taken as long
as lobster factories are inexistence—will be utilizedd.
If the hatchery system can be carried out as regards
lousters we will be able to return to the sea more

I'hope the Minister will give this subject his close

attention, amd establish lohster hatchierties wherever
they are required.

Mr. TUPPER. Thissubject isa very important
one to the Maritime Provinces, and it is very grati-

i fying to the Department of Fisheries to find there

is an entire change on the part of the lobster
packers in reference to the regulations which have
been enforced. in the report of the Lobster Com.
mission to which the hon. gentleman has referred.
The chief feature of the veport was the rudical
change which was recommended in regard to the
open season. At one time the lobster packer
took lobsters both in spring and fall, the close
season varying uearly every yearin the middle or
summer months. That was a condition of attairs
that was confusing and, certainly. not as it should
have been. T have, with a great deal of ditheulty,
endeavoured to enforce this close season, notwith-
standing the opposition of packers in alinost every
district. It shows how impossible it is to please
everybody, when this yvear the extension given has
avoused considerable displeasure amony the packers
of Prince Edward Island. or a certain number of
them. But I may say, in explanction, that a
large number of packers communicated with me,
protesting against this extension, after the season
had been extended, and they *let the cat out of the
bag,” by saving, not merely that it was against the
interest of the fishing to make the extension, but
that great anxiety was felt as to its eflect on the
price of the cateh, axnd they mentioned in their tele-
gram to me that an extension would “‘lower the
price of the lobsters already caught. Whatever
was their chief consideration. the question is stil}
before us as to maintaining rigidly this close sea-
son, which. in Prince Edward Island, ends 15th
July. I can tell the House that the extension pro-
posed in the Island and a part of New Brunswick
was made under certain misapprehension, and to
that extent is a reflection perhaps on my depart-
ment. It is better to state how that extension
came about. There were very stronyg representa-
tions from Cape Breton Island made to the depart-
ment. setting out that there had been exceptional
storms and an enormous number of traps had been
carried away. that tishing had been interrupted
during a large portion of the season, that the lob-
sters were in splendid condition, and that a short
extension of time would not this year be injurious
to the lobster fishing. That was during. the early
portion of this session. Igave directions to ascertain
from our own ofticers how far those representations
were correct. There was not much opportunity for
careful enguiry, for this reason: that the reguest
from the ditterent districts had been received
towards the end of the regular season, and the
decision of the department was required to be
very quickly made, in order that there might be no

interregnum or lapse between the regular season

and the beginning of the next. The vepresenta-
tions were verified as regards Cape Breton. My
directions were that when the circumstances were
similar, when the condition of the fish was good,
when there had been a great loss of traps, accord-
ingly « smaller catch proportionately, similar trea’-
ment should be accorded to the difterent districts,
so that the department would not be in the posi-

lobsters than are taken from it, and thus keep up  tion of doing tor one district what it would not do

the supply from a source that is now lost sight of. | for another.

1343}

There was a misapprehension, and
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instructions went out, before I had the opportunity
to correct them, extending the season not nwtel\
there. but in Prince Edward Island, and in one of

|

! ~ ARG
| Mr. FORBES.  Might T ask the hon. gentleman
i Where else these hatcheries will be placed

Mre. TUPPER. We have every reason to believe
the New Brunswick districts. There was con- S § t
. . ) . that this will be a suwccess, for although this
siderable: complaint frow many  persous inter hatcehery was only built in the mididle of the season,
. N . .~ N » . 2 3 ARG
ested in New Brunswivk. Al these facts wenti

to  show that the salvation of the lobster
fishery had been brought about by the regulations
plnhlhltlll:‘ the fall tishi I agree that it is most
dangerous for the department to grant an extension

L
ng.

of time. but the circumstances as rvegard the Cape
Breton fisheries brought to my attention  were |

exceedingly strong, the lobsters there being in an |
exceptional condition as to stze and gquantity, awd ¢
the tishery having been interrupted many weeks of
the season.  Inomany of the districts, unlike other !
districts on the southern pait of Nova Scotia, they
cannot take the lobsters until the dce is gone, and ;
the season on the Island is for that reason very
wuch Hmited indeed. It is true that the packers
protested, butr, under all the circumstances, the
mspector 15 of opinion that an extension for ten
days might with safety be granted, that is, with
safety to the interest of the tishery. and the exten-
sion was accordingly granted in these districts.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)
to the 12th August.

Mr. TUPPER.  Of course. it is one of these
many ciases in which we have had tremendous
ditticulty, and one would reguire almost an army
of men to stop that illegal packing : but the hon.
gentleman will find on enyuiry that it was not
done by the regular packers.
of the Iobsters had been left to the men who had
possessed themselves of a certain amount of capital. !
and built factortes. but the fishermen find thav,
during this close season they can with very little
expense boil the lobsters and pack them. and just
as in the case of illicit stills against the Inland
Revenue, all along the coast of Nova Scotia we
have had a great deal of ditficulty in breaking up
that illegal Tusiness, which s a new lhﬁltlllt) in
the expertence of the departmment. 1T am not sur-
prised that on the Island there has been that
experience, although not on such a large scale.  Be-
tween the Lest season and the one before there has
been a great deal of difference in this, becanse
during the last two seasons we have enforced
the law rigorously that the department
has  been  sharply taken to task ou many
occasions  for  aileged havdship upon a class
of very poor men, and the hon. gentleman knows
that it 1s unfortunately true that those men who
do enter that business are oftentimes strengthened
Ly tite excuse of the poverty of themselves and
families.  Now. with reference to the question of
lobster hateheries. I saw that in the sister colony
of Newfoundland Mr. Neilson, whom the Govern-
ment of that country very \\’mel) employed a year
or two age. had met with yreat success in the
hatching out of the lobster, and seeing the desperate
condition that we were on the eve of in the Mari-
time Provinces in regand to that important busi-
ness, we gent Mr. Wilmot there, and he came ack
and reported that there was no great dithiculty in
hatching out the egys of the lobster : that it was
very closely allied to the system of hatching out
the ordinary fish eggs. and he selected a suitable
spot in the C ounty of Pictou, at € ‘aribou, justacross
from the Island. in the Northumberland Straits.

Mr. Terrek..

Some of them tished up

S0

Hitherto the l»ui}ing ;

i we were able to deposit 6,000,000 of youny lobsters
in the Northumberland Strairs, and nearly all of
these eggs would in the ordinary course have gone
{with the other lobsters to the hatcheries and been
destroyed.  If this Is a success, as we have every
‘reason to believe it will be, the policy of the
PGovernment will be to extend the hatcheries at
proper distances through the Maritime Provinees.
: The present hatchery is situated in one of the most
important lobster districts in the provinee, as will
be seen by a reference to the number of factories
along that shore, and the site is one from which a
Flarge district can be served. The hon.  gentleman
knows that the lobster travels very guickly and
moves over @ very large territory, so that the
Imtumz\ there will extend over a large area. It
s also proposed at small expense to .ulnpl these
lmmw incubators, and some of the factories have
taken them up. amd under the supervizion of Com-
mander Gordon thew have commenced hatching
out the egys from then.  One of the hon. sentle-
men who spoke upon this subject, and who
is most  familiar with the whole  question,
says  that he does not  syvmpathize with
the regulation about the size of the lob-
sters  caught. I think  that objection  will
soon be removed on the ishad. It was a most seri-
ous matter, because the lobsters had diminished so
-;much in size that the enforcement of that regula-
! tion meant, as was alleged. the prohibition ot the
{ tishery, but the inspector on the Island maintained
i that the regulation was necessary, and it would be
unwise to dcpart from the pnnclple\ laid down in
this matter in the regulations of other countries,
In Newfoundkind, where a great deal of attention
is paidl to this subject. Mr. Neilson considers that
regulation as most essential, and the regulation as
to the sizes is larger there, and the lobsters, per-
haps. may be Lu'm:l' too.  Experts, outside of the
business. and not concerned in the moneyed part of
it, ave practically unanimous that a regulation size
should be laid doewa. so that we have not been able
to depart from that : but, as the hon. gentleman
knows, it is most extraordinary what some packers
will do on occasions.  We have found the taking
lobsters under 4 inches in length, and every one
an see what a fraud it is to put anarticle like that
upon the market. and the ad mune it gives to the
Canadian lobster, as well as the i injury done to the
fishery by the destruction in these young lobsters
of millions of lobsters, which, if it were allowed to
reach a mature age, would have gone to increase
the fishery.

Mre. PERRY. Tam very glad that o discussion
has taken place with respect to the lobster fisheries
of the lower provinces. iulm not opposed to honest,
fuir and square regulations for the protection of
these fisheries. 1 believe they require to be pro-
tected.  But I am opposed to a vacillating policy
of having one set of regulations this year and
another set next year : T am opposed to having
one policy for a certain class of people and anothes
pelicy for another class of people.  We know thay
it is dangerous to place so much power in the hands
of the Minister of Marineand Fisheries. It makes
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him Hable to be led away at the instance of poli-
tical friends, and perhaps to canse loss and damage
to political enemies.  Thnow that in my own county
two or three years ago several parties were tined for
catching and packing lobsters nndersized.

exception, ot free. One man’s case was carvied to
the Supreme Court and he got free. Aunother man.
who.ran an election in the interest of the Con-
servative Government of the province, also got
free t he was fined S1OO, but the fine was never
collectedd. These things are not correct. 1 am
informed that on the south side of the Island
friends of the Government are still tishing lobsters.
The Minister tolld us the other day that he had ap-
plied the pruning knife all the way round, and had

now no tishery wardens. The vesult is, that he has

It s

no person to ook after the lobster tisheries.

not fair that the people on the novth side of the!
Islind have to submit to the regulations of the de- |

partment, while their friends on the south side are
tishing lobsters out of season. About the Lath of July
the lobster tishing is over, but the Minister thought
proper, at the suggestion of sore political friends, 1
suppose, to extend the time to the Ist of August.
The fishermen on the north side ook up their
traps : but on the south side. which from the west
point of the Island down to Summerside s @ lobster
fishing ground, I am told by trustworthy people
fishing s sull going on. Does the Minister know
nothing about this? Has he no person there to
protect the fisheries ¥ What is the use of his pas-
sing reyulations if he does not take proper means
to carry them out ¥ There onghit to be a fixed time
for these traps to be taken up. I it is 1o be the
15th of duly, let it be so: amd if it is to be Ist of
CAugust, let 1t be so. It is wrong to have one
regulation  one™ year and another regulation
another year.  The Minister may be tempted by
the prayers of his feiends, or they may tell him
that if he does not do this, that, or the other, they
will put him out at the next election.  We know
that these intluences are brovght to hear in some
cases : and a rule ov regulation-avhich is made by
a Minister to accommodate an individual is likely
to be against the intevest of the great majority of
the people engaged in these fisheries. ~These re-
gulations ought to be morve wniform than they are :
amd I would advise the Minister to make enguisies
to-morrow as to the people who are still using the
fishing grounds. 1 can name the parties : I know
who they are, and 1 know they are friends of the
Government.  But by the time the red tape is put
into operation and a message is sent to Prince Ed-
ward Islkand, I suppose these people will have made
a snuy little fortune, by being left free to tish
for & month or six weeks longer than the people on
the north side of the Island. It is not fair. The
hon. geutleman told us the other day. in answer to
my hon. friend from Queen’s, that we have no more
fishery wardens, and that the protection of the
fishertes is to be left to some person specially ap-
pointed for the purpese. I would like to know
whether anyone has been appointed to protect the
fisheries of Prince Edward Island.  Who is to pro-
tect the inland fisheries, the fisheries in the rivers
and brooks, where the kou. gentleman expects to
plant a lot of small ish ? Ido not know. Y sure he
1s not going to have the steamer Stanley or any other
ship run up the brooks to see who are breaking the
laws or the regnlations of the department there.
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i Those fishery wandens cost only about 230 a year,
fand there are not a great many of them dtout the
Istand.  The Ishand is asmaldl pateh of kaud 1 bot
the tisheries around its shoves are very vahable
and worth protecting: the Mindster knows that
there are no fish canght about the cousts of the
¢ Maritime Provinces as goud as those canght on the
inorth side of Prince Edward Iskind. Thev are
worth protecting, 1 know fishermen on the north
side of the Island who have thousands of dollars
invested in this industey, and who employ a great
many wenwho consume wmore dutiable articles per-
haps than men following any other veceupation,
They have to buy their clothing, their tlour, their
molasses-—1 witl vot say their sugar, becawse my
hon. friend wouid tell me they ave getting it free,
though 1 do not believe it They are kge contri-
butors to the revenue of the country, and they are
aiding in developing the vesources of the countey.
Those people onght not to be trampled down by
the arbitrary rules of the departinent : and the
sooner my hon. friend the Minister of Fishertes
makes unniform kuws and regulations the better.
Now, this year he has extended the time tifteen
Jdays.  Does the hone gentleman intend todo the
siame next year®  He will not say so. 1 suppose i
the Grits next year ask hint to do it he will not, bat
if he 1s asked by the Conservatives no doubt he will,
That has been my experience, and 1 believe the ex.
perience of every gentleman connected with the
business. I am not opposed to having vales and
regulations, but 1 am opposed to having one rule
for one party and another vrule for another.

Mr. FORBES,  Before this item is concurred in
I would like to give my approval to the remarks of
the last speaker. 1 am a bitter opponent of the
vacillating poliey followed for the last few years
by the Mimister of Marine. 1t is abzolutely neces-
sary, in the interests of those who have invested
their money in factories around the shore, that
they should know when and for how long they re-
quire o engage their wen. There nay be occa-
sions when, on the northern ceast of Nova Scotia
or Prince Edward Island. it may be necessary to
extend this season, but along the south shore 1
cannot see that it is very necessary to extend it
hevond the regular stated period fixed by Ovder in
Council.
~ Mr. TUPPER.
yaur, ‘

M. FORBES. 1 adumit that, but we never know
when the: is going to be one. What jurisdiction
has the department over the tisheries of Anticosti

Mr. TUPPER. . The same as over other parts
of the Dominion.

Mre. FORBESN, The hon gentleman’s policy inex-
tending the time there I rather approve of, because
the snow there sets in earlier in the fall and ex-
tends very late the next year, I have known it to
be well up in June before the tishermen could get
clear of the ive and make any headway. I would
also ask the hon. gentleman if he can give us any
definitive proposal as to the extension of this lob-
ster hatchery business ?

M:r. TUPPER. Nothing further than what 1
said. that until we have some experience--and we
will have that this year—we cannot state how much
money we will ask Parliament to sanction next
year,

[P

There was no extension this
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Mr. FORBES,  Does the hon. gentleman intend
contining his attempts to the County of Pictou en-
tirely

Mr. TUPPER.  Yes: ut present. :

Mr. FORBES. T would submit, with all defer-
ence, that is hardly fair to the enterprise.

Mr. TUPPER. I know the locality will not
please the hon, gentleman, but the prineiple is this :
We have started with one hatchery, and it would
be certainly unwise to experiment with move than
one. .

Mr. FORBES. 1 should imagine the best local-
ity woukd be where the lobsters are cither being
depleted. as regards number or size, or where there
are a large number of factories.  On the south
shore of Nova Scotia we have from ten to fifteen
factories alone.

Mr. TUPPER. If the scheme is a success, the
Government will be disposed to ask Parliiment to
extemd the system into different districts where the
lobster tishing is pursued. Tt has been started, and
six million lobsters have been hatched out this
seison. '

Mr. FORBES.,  Does the department intend
locating the incubators around the shore?

Mr. TGPPER. Theidea is to have the co-oper-
ation of the lobster factories.  There will be very
little trouble : as long as they take the supervision
we will supply the incubator at very small cost. It
is o flat box, and these will be giveu to the factories,
which will take charge of them.

Mr. FORBES.  Another thing is the enormous
cost of the steamers wnl vessels mentioned in these
estimates. It is put down as STOO,000 for these few
schooners and a couple of steamers, I submit that
Is an extravagant fignre for the small service they
perform,

Mr. TUPPER.
steamers.

Mr. FORBENS.

Mr. TUPPER.
Diream

Mr. FORBES.  She is a dream, as far as we are
concerned, for we never see heraround our section,

Mr. TUPPER.  You do not rejquire her.

Mr. FORBES.,  Positively the reverse.  Ameri-
aun fishermen have been known to come well with-
in the three-mile linit and drop their purse-seines.

Mr. TUPPER. The hon. gentleman is hardly
fair. He quarrels with the amount of money re-
quired to support a certain number of vessels, and
then he desires us to have more vessels.

Mr. FORBES. What T object to is, that the
amount is extravagantly used.

Mr. TUPPER. Proveit.

My, FORBEN. I will give an instance.  In the
localities where these watch-dogs are required they
are never found when the enemy is approaching.
The whole coust can be protected if the Govern-
ment will take the matter in hand.  The vessels are
kept on the inland waters and further up the Gulf
of Nt. Lawrence, instead of being kept on the south
shore, where the American ftishermen can speedily
approach from the outside limits.  When the guard
hoats are not.around they slip into the Canadian
waters in broad daylight, and in open view of our

Mr. Trrrer.

You must not leave out the

There are only one or two.
There are four. There is the

fishermen. I have no desive to cut down the ser-
vice, but in view of the insuthicient return given for
this expenditure T think there must e a leak some-
where.  There are not so many seizures made as
formerly, and the law is not so vigorously enforced.
The tishermen rightly own the inshore fisheries and
are opposed to any illegal and unjust interference.
No doubt, that is due to a desire on the part of the
Government not to irritate the Americans @ still, if
on payment of the paltry amount of S1.50 the
American fishermen get almost equal privileges to
our own, except as regards catching within the
three-mile limit, our fisheries should be minre care-
fully protected. .

Mr. BOWERS. * I have no complaint to find, as
my hon. friend from Queen’s has, with regard to
the protection service.  In Nt. Mary's Bay and the
Bay of Fundy last fall, when the mackerel were in,
the steamer Dreain came over and did good work
in keeping the American schooners out of the bay.
I have nothing to find fault with in that respect.
I would say to the Minister of Mavine and Fish-
eries that I do not think this rule in regard to
lobster tishing should be a cast-ivon vrule. I thiuk
that, in our countiesof Dighy, Annapolis, Yarmouth,
and along there, there <hould be an extension of
fifteen days in the time for catching lobsters, wmd
that is not only my opinion, but the attention of
the Minister of Marine has been called to i, I
think, by Licutenant Gordon in his report on that
subject. [t must be vemembered that in the Bay of
Fundy we have no weather permitting lobster traps
to he set much before the middle of May, and in
some places before the Ist of June.  And sometimes
in the month of May violent gales of wind set in,
wherveby most of the traps are lost. The lobsters
caught in traps in the Baie des Chaleurs are
canned, but ours are shipped alive to the Ameri-
can market, and in July they rise in price to
8 cents and 10 cents apiece, when our fishermen
have been getting only 34 cents to 5 cents apicce
in the earlier part of the scason. If they could
tish for this fifteen days longer. the pecuniary pro-
fit to them during the tirst fifteen days of July
woull be as much as the protit during the whole
month of June. and it would make no ditlerence
in the price of the factory lubsters, heciiuse there
are only one or two factories in our county, and
they can only catch the small lobsters ranging from
9inches to 104 inches. T hope the Minister will not
make the size for saving any smaller than it is now.,
I think our fishermen as a general rule would like
to have the size 104 inches, as it is on the coast of
Maine, and that all under that size should be thrown
overhoard.  This they regard as all the protection
that is needed. :

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I understand
that among the vessels employed for the protection
of the fishery is a vessel of the name of Drewmn. as
to which I should like to bave some information.
If I am correctly informed, she is a steamer of 25
tons or 29 tons—1 am not sure which—and a rental
is paid for her of 33,600 a year. She is rented, I
believe, from a Mr. Thorne, who occupies the
onerous position of President of the Conservative
Association down there somewhere.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes: heis a first-rate man.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT,
what I hear it is stated that:

And from
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** The Dreaom is fit only for service on St. John River
above the falls—absolutely useless in the Bay of Fundy in
. winter, in even maoderately rough weather, One of our

10-ton Irishman-rigged fishing buats, handled by a Grand

Mananer—"

Whatever that may be—

—** wound drown the [ireaw ten times in ten hours at
any season.™

I am not capable of forming an opinion as to what
the Grand Manuner's craft might dos but, if this
vessel is only about 29 or 30 tons, and if she
is not fit to keep the Bay of Fundy in rough
weather, even wadmitting that Mr. Thorne is a
valuable friend of the Government, it scems that
33,600 a year is a dear figure to pay for her. These
are the facts as they have been stated to me. I
understand that the Ihrcam is employed sometimes
for other services, which, 1 suppose, are useful to
the Dominion. I see, among other things, that it
is stated that the DNream, a day or two before the
15th August, was utilized to carry a certain George
J. Clarke to Grand Manan and the Islands to ob-
tain Conservative names to be added to the list, I
should like to know something about the Drewm.
It is clear that this Dream is a reality and not a
vision, as for several years $3,600 a year vent has
been paid for her, and 1 should be glad to hear the
views of the Minister as to the services she can
render. A craft of that size is certainly not tit to
encounter very rough weather in the Bay of Fundy
or elsewhere.

Mr. TUPPER. The Drewmn is not a large vessel,
but she has performed very important work, and
performed 1t well, since 1887, amd the charter
that  the hon. gentleman alludes to includes
not merely the ship itself but the keeping of her in
repair by the owner.  The repairs on these ships
form a very expensive item. as I know by the ships
owned by the department, and a very large sum
has been spent by the owner, Mr. Thorne, from
whom we chartered that boat. 1 think this boat
cost originally £16,000.  She was built for pleasure
purposes originally. and it was thought she would
suit the purposes of the department in 1887 : and
she is not required, for the purposes for which she
was first got—guarding and protecting the herring
fisheries of the bay—to stand out in very had
weather, but she is employed from one end of the
year to the other at 300 a month. The only
trouble we have experienced is when it is necessary
to send her across the Bay of Fundy—for instance,
to St. Mary's Bay, in Dighy County. With a bad
sea it would be difticult for the Diecan to make that
trip. That was not the original purpose for which
she was obtained, nor was she secured to patrol those
waters. With reference to Mr. Clarke’strip, L amnre-
sponsible for that. Iasked thatgentleman togive me
some advice in reference to the organization of the
fisheries in that district in which he lives, and I
authorized him to go to Grand Manan on the
Dream. 1In reference to the obtaining of names for
the voters’ list, that is something T did not hear of
until the hon. gentleman mentioned it ; but Lasked
Mr. Clarke to go there and make enquiries for me
in reference to the fisheries, and he asked if he
could go on the ship. The commander of the ship
would have no authority to allow anyone on her
without pevmission given by the responsible head
of the department. :

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)

, The hon. gentlemun
stated that she cost $16,000.

Mr. TUPPER. I am notsure. Iamonly speak-
ing from recollection.

Mr. GILLMOR. T hardly think the Dreain would
cost §16,000. T have represented Charlotte County
for thirty years, and I think I could have given
my friend any information he required,without his
having to go to the expense of sending Mr. Clarke
to my county in the steamboat.

Mr. TUPPER.: Imighthaveasked the hon. gentle-
man to go away, but probably he would have pre-
ferred to stay here and vote,

Mr. GILLMOR. It would not have been at all
necessary for me to go away in order to give the
hon. gentleman the information.  With regard to
the Dieam, there has been various opinions. It is
my impression that the Decam is very well fitted
for a large part of the service in the Bay of Fundy
in the inner bays.  She is a very nice little vessel.
I do not know about the charter, whether it is
very high or not, but I shoull think it wasa
pretty good price.

Mr. TUPPER. It would be high without the
provision for keeping her in repair.

Mr. GILLMOR. All owners of vessels kKeep them
in repair. I think the Drcam is a very convenient
and nice little vessel, and as far as I know she has
rendered very good service. T would like to en-
quire of the Minister about those hoats that were
seized—have they been given up

Mr. TUPPER. They have been given up.

Mr. GILLMOR. T am very glad they have heen
given up. I was very sorry they were seized.
There is a dividing line there which is not marked
off in any way, and they have always been in the
habit of fishing close to that line. Now, with re-
gard to protecting the fisheries, I hope the time is
not far distant when our relations with our friends
across the horder will be such that we will not

‘need to be watching when these vessels go across a

certain line. 1 do not believe it is at all necessary
for the protection of the fisheries. Two months
ago we had a discussion here about the tisheries,
and about the habits of the tish, and my friends from
Nova Scotia concluded that the process of fishing
was depleting the whole Atlantic fisheries, and
that the herrings were all exhausted.  What is the
result now ? Only a few weeks, and the herrings
are as plentiful as ever. I am informed that you
can get a hogshead of herrings now, five barrels of
these small herrings, of which they make sardines,
for 82. The mackerel are coming in, and yet only
a few weeks ago we were tolld that the process of
fishing had destroyed the fish. It is guite im-
possible for the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
to make rules that will satisfy everybody : he can-
not make them to satisfy the few gentlemen that
arc here representing those constituencies. The
fact is, that very little is known with regard to
these artificial processes of breeding lobhsters and
salmon, and I think myself that it is money thrown:
away. I think that the natural, old-fashioned way
ofmultiplying the fish and every thing elsc is the
best way. You cannot make much of these artifi-
cial processes of incubating lobsters and other fish.
I do not think that much good can come from
money expended in that way. I know that the
Minister of Marine is very anxious to make a
record for himself with regard to protecting the
fisheries, and I approve of it. Now, in these days
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we see rich gentlemen aud sociéties trying to pre-

serve the rivers for themselves to fish in for sport ; |

I do not approve of that at all.
would like to see the streams and  the rivers open
to all the people, so that they can go out and catch
w sadmon or catch a trout whenever they want to.
I do not want to sce the rivers locked up by a few
wealthy men, and all the rest of the people pre-
vented from catehing a mess of trout, because these
fresh-water fish do not come into the market.
Latterly this new system of things has sprung up,
so that rich men own streams, and companies are
formed who own streams, sl the Local Govern-
ments control them—the Dominion Government
control them, or protect them at any rate, amld
give them the young tish to stock these rivers,
while the people have got to stand aside and look
on and see the rich man enjoy the sport.  The
masses of the people do not go there for sport : they
go toget tish for food purposes. and they are pre-
vented by this new custom that has sprung up.
With regard to the protection of fisheries, I think
a great deal too mach effort has been put forth in
that direction. 1 do not believe that the tisheries
are soing to he depleted 1 T do not believe it is in
the power of people to exhaust the fish in the oceaun.
They increase so rapid that it is impossible to
exhaust the herring especially, and, as I'sadd before,
the herring arve the foold for all the other fish in the
sea.  Members here talk frequently about the
water becoming polluted in the Atlantic Ocean.
How are you going to pollute the waters in the
Atlantic Ocean?  Why, the natoral scavengers
that arc in the ocean cat up all the otfal and the
dead tish before they get to the bottom.  There
are all kKinds of tish in the ocean, and they eat all
sorts of food, and the oftal docs not go to make the
water impure or to kill the tish. It is all & myth,
all & sham. and all & humbug.

Mre. DAVIES (PLEL) 1 wish to call attention
to the Drceon, which has been referred. to by my
hon. fricud.  She isin the service of the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries. and Mr. Thorne, the
gentleman in whose name she is leased for the Fish-
ery Department, I think, ought to e exonorated
from personally appropriating to himself the very
large and enormous profits which he derives from
leasing this boat. He receives 33,600 o year, and
I have heen told by a gentleman, within the last
three weeks, that if she was not under charter to
the hon. gentleman she would at imce be sold.

Mr. TUPPER. No; weasked him if he wantel

to sell it.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)
business man, and would not sell what is giving
him 33,600 a year. I want to call attention to the
fact that 83,600 a year does not, by any means, re-
present what that little toy costs this country, If
the hon. gentleman will turn to the Auditor (Gene-
ral’s Report he will find that the total cost of the
boat is 88,240, In addition to paying 33,600 for
the charter to W. H. Thorne we pay about 34,640
for rumnming this little boat—say a total cost of
38,240. I would advise the Minister to buy him
out or give up the charter. It is very well to have
a joke over this matter, but it is rather too serious.
I have been told by some gentlemen from St. John
that one year’s charter is more than the value of the
whole boat, and if that is so, this is, on asmall scale,
a small outrage. Now, I want to say one word re-

Mr. GILLMOK.

In this country I'!

Mr. Thorne is a shrewd

t
i
|
1
i
|
i
1]
i

specting the remarks make by the hon. member for
Prince County (Mr. Perry). He states that the
extension of the time for lobster tishing, which was
extended beyond the 15th of July to the tivst of

fAugust, has been taken advantage of by these

people, and that they are actually fishing up to
this moment.  Now, that is unfair in the interest
of these lobster packers, and it is unfair to the
general public besides.  The hon. gentleman spoke
of a representation made by a certain number of
lobster packers against these people heinyg allowed
to continne to tish heyond the proper season, on the
ground that it would impair and lower the value
of the fish.

Mre. TUPPER.

Mr. DAVIES (P.EI)Y Idonot wonder at it: |
do not wonder at their protesting. I want to point
out to the hon. gentleman that the tish caught at
this season—and I am speaking now with veference
to the Prince Edward Island shores, of which [
know something from the lobster packers--the fish
canght at this season of the year are of a very
inferior quality.  The lobster is not a fit fish in
August to be caught and packed, and the result is
that the quality of the tish put on the market is so
miuch inferior to the tirst-class tish we catch during
the proper scason the value of the catch is more
or less affected. T have no doubt that is one of the
reasons why the packers object to that being done.
I do not place as much confidence in the rules of
the department with respect to the size of the tish
as I de with respect to the time during which the
fishing should continue. How do the larger packers
tish » A gentleman has a large factory and consider-
able money invested in it. He employs men in his
neighbourhood, from 10 to 108, who go out in their
own boats and catch the lobsters and hring them
in. Very often they have a few lobsters under size.

Jut I say it isnot to the interests of the large
packers to catch small-sized lobsters.

Mr. TCPPER. Inone case we took 300 under
4 inches at a factory just as they were being packeid.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1.) That statement is an
important one. I assert, however, that it is not
their interest to do it, but they cannot help it.
The men go and catch the lobsters and take some
small ones ; and it is prejudicial to the owners of
the factories to be constantly harassed by oflicers
groing to the factories to look at the size of the tish,
This would not be necessary if the lobster packers
understood that the departinent was determined
that there should be a close season, and that on a
particular day the factories should close down.
But the lobster packers only laugh aboutthe matter,
and they do not belicve there is a close season.
They are tishing to the detriment of the industry
and to the destruction of the quality of our fish in
the markets to which they are sent. I know of
nothing calculated to impair the high reputation
which Prince Edward TIsland tish bear in the
markets of the world than to permit those men to
fish at this improper time, and send improperly-
canned fish abroad to compete with the splendid
fish we take and can at the proper season. Lobster
packers should understand that the department
mean business, and that when the time is up no
political influence would be allowed to prevail to
extend the season up to the middle of August, as it
is now. I fear very great injury will be done, and

Their telegram mentioned that.
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the statements which my hon. friend made are not
only confirmed by observations which I have made
myself, but they are even worse.

Mr. TUPPER. 1 do not think the hon. member
for Prince (Mr. Perry) is well informed ; but in order
to meet the chief point which he made, that there
was favouritism, I can assure him that if he will give
me the mfmnmtum he mentioned, when he szud
that people had violated the laws, I will see that
evervhady is prosecuted, and that will test the
question whether there is favouritism, or that it is
done, as he intimates, with the sanction of the
Fishevies Department. I undertake that if he will
supply me with specitic information, which he says
he hax, of violations of the lobster 1 regulations in
Prince County or anywhere else, I will place it in
the department and proceedings will be taken.

Mr. PERRY. Itis not my business to give in-
formation to the department, but it is the dut) of
the department to tind it out.

Mr. TUPPER.  The hon. gentleman said he had
nmportant information, and he should let the de-
partment have it.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) I suppose that, when a
member representing the county states ‘that  he
has information that a uumber of packers are
tishing illegally, tiie Minister will telegraph the
Inspector that such representations have been made
in the House and insist on the inspector taking
means to stop it.

Mr. MeMULLEN. It is worth while spending
a little tine discussing this item under considera-
tion. amd to offer that criticism it deserves. It
appears that the steamer Dream s rented at an
amount yearly that represents almost her entive
cost, S3.600.  When we note the fact that we
~puxt last year $8,240 in keeping Mr. Thorne
dancing round with a little boat professedly pro-
tecting the tisheries, it is the duty of the Opposition
to closely criticize the item and ferret out the
reason why that wan is favoured—for it must be a
fuvour—in this way.

Mr. FOSTER. Whats the amount?
Mr. MeMULLEN. 88,240 was the entire ex-

pense of the boat. It is so stated in C—I127 of the
Auditor General’s Report.

Mr. TUPPER. That covers more than twelve
months.  The exact amount for the year is
JIST.88

Mr. MeMULLEN.  We will call it $8,000.

Mr. FOSTER. We will not say that $8,000
were paid to Mr. Thorne, because it would not be
true.

Mr. MeMULLEN.  We will call it that amount
as expense for operating the boat.

Mr. FOSTER. S8,000 were not paid to Mr.
Thorue to keep him dancing round for fisheries pro-
tection.

Mr. McMULLEN. It is true he got his rent,
and all that was necessary in connection with run-
ning the boat down to the wages from the Dominion
treasury. In that way there w: as, between rent and
expenses, the sum of 38,000 e.\pemle:.l last year.

Mr. FOSTER. He does not touch a cent of it.

Mr. McMULLEN.  Am I to believe the Auditor
General's Report or the Minister ? I prefer taking

the Auditor General’s Report, for my experience is
that I am more likely thereby to reach the truth
than by taking the statement of any hon. gentle-
man across the House.

Mr. FOSTER. You would not like to censure
any one?

Mr. McMULLEN. I do not consider I am cen-
suring anyone, and I anmt only stating what I, in my
experience, helieve to be the truth. It is quite
clear that that money has been spent on that hoat.
It has heen stated by my hon. friend, and no doubt
correctly, that the value of the:boat is, perhaps,
323,600, or a year's rent.  What position does this
favoured individual occupy in St. John? I have
heard it stated that”he is president of the
Conservative Association of that city. Perhaps
that explains the whole matter. If that is the
position. and if, in order to keep that association
in a Hourishing condition, it is desirable to speud
ona boat of that kind the sum of money we annu-
ally expend on it, that fact may explain the whole
thing.  The owner, certainly, was not dreaming
when he rented the Dreaon for a certainamount : he
was wide awake.  The Government must have heen
dreaming when they allowed themselves to aceept a
contract for running a small boat for 3,600 a year,
professedly for the protection of the fisheries, und
furnishing everything for the purpose of running it.
Items of this kind should be dispensed with; we
should agree to'cut off such expenditures. T here is
no necessity for them, and whenever we strike a
matter of this kind it is usual to find in it son.e
political reason. It is done for a political purpose,
for the purpose of keeping some person in a condi-
tion so that he can render very valuable services
to hon. gentlemen opposite. I say if there is a
reason of that kind the country has no nlrht to

pay for a little boat carrying 25 or 30 tons, 33,600
a year and paying a lot of money outside. Tt can-

not he a very large vessel, for I see an anchor was
rented for it at &4 a year. It must be a small in-
stitution when an anchor of that kind was yuite
sufticient to keep her in her place. It is quite
clear in the face of the statements that have heen
made, that there is something wrong about this
thing, and the Minister should not ln, deluded by
a dream of this kind into spending so much money.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 would be sorry to see a
statement of that kind go on Hansard and le a
matter of record, in the shape in which it was
placed before the House. My hon. friend (Mr. Mc
Mullen) says that he prefers taking the Auditor
General’s Keport to the word of the Minister. That
is a mere matter of taste : but I should imagine
other gentlemen on the other side of the House
would be somewhat anxious to keep within the
lines of what was veally true and in accordance with
the facts. It is a fact that the Dream is rented,
and that the rent which is paid to the owners—
not the owner, hut the owners—of the hoat is 2300
per month, and if my hon. friend had stated that
he would have stated the truth.

Mr. TUPPER.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, that rental includes re-
pairs. It is to be borne in mind by the Committee,
that when a sum of 3300 per month is paid for
that vessel, it means that the owners keep her in

erfect repair year in and year out. That is true,
ut when my hon. friend, for whatever purpose,

That includes repairs.
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goes a little further and says that the Government
find it convenient to pay a Mr. Thorne who is the
head of the Liberal-Conservative Association in St.
John, 88,000 a year out of the public funds, in
order to keep him dancing around on fishery pro-
tection service, then iy hon. friend goes entirely
beyond the record of what is true.  The Govern-
ment pays, as I said before, S300 per month, andit
has had that vessel now for a little over three
years, during which time the owners have kept
that vessel in perfect repair. If my hon. friend
thinks that a bonunza has heen realized on that by
the owners he is very much mistaken indeed, for
during that time, to my own certain knowledge,
very large and heavy repairs have been put upon
the vessel, and I doubt if the owners have realized
very much more: than a fair percentage on the
money that she cost during the three years she has
been in the service. My hon. friend (Mr. McMul-
len) is quite wrong. He leaps to conclusions, from
wrong information given mainly by the member
from Queen’s (Mr. Davies), whose information is
generally in that direction. that she is owned en-
tirely by Mr. Thorne. Now, it may be news to
my hon. friend from Queen’s, but I would be willing
to enlighten him so far as that goes, that Mr.
Thorne is not the sole owner of that vessel. I am
not sure whether he owns any part of the vessel
now or not ; he may, but the owner of the vessel,
the man who is chietly interested in her, has been,
up to a very late period at least, a very strong
right arm supporter of the party to which my
hon. friend belongs. This gentleman is a gentle-
man, and a thorough gentleman, even though he
has been a Liberal and @ very strong Liberal : he
has not been considering that he has heen pampered
aned petted by the small amount he got from the
Government for the rental of a boat of which he
was the largest owner. So far as the economy of
the boat itself is concerned, I may be a little in-
terested in that, because I think I was Minister of
Marine when this boat was chartered. I think I
first chartered the bout. I did so because of economi-
cal considerations. We, at that time, had some
steamers ;: we had the dcadie, alarge steamer for the
fishery service specially : she was a costly steamer
and one which patrolled the whole coast.  We then
took schooners for which we paid a monthly rental,
and we had to put a much larger crew upon these.
The expenses were heavy, and the rapidity and
facility with which they went over the ground is
uothing compared with the steamer: so that, in
looking over the case I took this little vessel and
put her on the Bay of Fundy around the coast of
Charlotte ; and the purpose was simply at that
time, as my hon. friend said, that that vessel was
to be for the protection of Charlotte and St. John
county fisheries in the Bay of Fundy. It was not
supposed that she should patrol any portion of the
coast of Nova Scotia. She has done that service
for which she was intended, and I know my hon.
friend from Charlotte (Mr. Gillmor) will say that
she has done that service well.  She has been very
well fitted indeed for that, and if you take the
three years she has been on that service, I am
quite sure that you could not have done it in
any more economical way : even though it may
seem at first sight that 300 per month is
quite a large rental for a steamer. believe that
my hon. friend the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
has now arranged for the purchase or building of a
Mr. FosTER.

Iarger steamer, which shall not only carry on that
service, but will be able at any time to cross the
bay and to patrol a certain portion of the Nova
Scotia coast. I think that is a good method.
That vessel would be strong and would be able to
dohoth these services, but it will be found when that
is done, and when the cost of the steamer, the extra
cost of handling, and the cost of repairs is taken
into account, that the service will of course he much
more costly than it is under the present arrange-
ment. [ rose chietly to correct what I thought
was more than mere misapprehension, because I
informed my hon. friend that the 8,000 was not
paid to this gentleman, and even though Mr. Thorne
has committed the mortal sin of being a president
of the Liberal-Conservative Association, yet I
should think he demands fair treatment at the
hunds of this House.

Mr. PERRY. Does the hon. gentleman——
An hon. MEMBER. Already spoken.

Mr. SPEAKER. We must understand that
this discussion should not e conducted as if the
House were in Committee of the Whole on Esti-
mates, unless an understanding of that kind is ar-
rived at. Otherwise the discussion would be inter-
minable. : :

Mr. DEVLIN. Well, Mr. Speaker, I did not
say anything on the subject yet, and I think I may
be permitted to offer a remark. 1 find in looking
over the accounts in connection with the steamer
Dream, that thereis an item on page G—127 of the
Auditor General’'s Report, “ Hardware, $33.13.7
I contend that if the proprietors of the boat are
supposed to keep it in perfect order, that item, at
all events, should have been found in their own
private accounts, and not in the account of the
Auditor General. Then again, lower down, there
is another item, ¢ Rubber, $15.20,” which shows
that all the expense is not horne by the owners.

Immigration—Salaries .of agents and
cmployés......... o s 524,125

Mr. McMULLEN. I wish to make some remarks
with regard to the extravagance that appears to
characterize the expenditure of many of these
agencies. I really think it is time the Government
should institute a thorough investigation into the:
expenditures of the agencies both in Canada and in
Great Britain. At the Toronto agency, for instance,
we find that an enormous amount of money is paid
out every year, and whether it is closely and care-
fully criticized by the Government or not I cannot
siuy. In the Auditor General’s Report I find that
there are 16 tons of coul—

Mr. SPEAKER. I woull direct the attention
of the hon. gentleman to the fact that we have not
come to that item yet.

Salaries, agents, Europe.:.......... $5900

Mr. McMULLEN. XNow, I wish to say that in
Belfast I see that Mr. Merrick is paid a salary of
SLUO, and a per diem allowance amounting to
31,460 a year, and travelling expenses of $17.05.
In addition, there are some other expenses which
run up to a very large sum. There is also an
assistant who is paid $436 and travelling expenses.
Now, I think that when Sir Charles Tupper is in
London a thorough investigation should be made
into the expenditures of the agencies in Great
Britain. . I think we should have some report as
to the necessity of allowing to the Liverpool agent,
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for instance, travelling allowances largely in excess
of his salary. I am sure that Sir Charles Tupper
with his staff in London must doa good deal of the
immigration business there, and it should not be
necessary to travel in that direction. I think we
should investigate these travelling expenses. It is
quite clear they are excessive. This thing of allow-
ing a per diem allowance for travelling expenses
without this House knowing where the parties
travel to, or whether they travel at all, is wrong. If
these men are allowed to make their own bills and
demand what they like for travelling expenses, the
better way is to double their salaries. I think
several of these items deserve investigation.

Quarantine, Charlottetown, P.E.L..... $1,000

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Who is the medical man
at Charlottetown now ?

Mr. HAGGART. Dr. Conroy.
Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) When was he appointed ?
Mr. HAGGART. About a year ago.

Tracadie Lazaretto........cceeevvnniins

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What report
has been made as to the extent to which this horri-
ble disease may have increased ? I observe that a
small increase is asked for, and I would like to
know whether any outside cases have come to
light within the last year, or whether you have
succeeded in isolating these unfortunate people ?

Mr. HAGGART. There has been a decrease in
the number of patients from 40 to 18. There are
no outside cases known to the departinent.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. By death, I

presune ?
Mr. HAGGART.. By death.

Monuments for battle-fields of Canada. $2,000
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What kind

of monuments, @sthetically speaking, are we going
to have?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I submitted to the
Historical Society a plan I had drawn, without any
expense, in my own department,and the society ask-
ed me to allow the matter to stand so that we might
discuss the possibility of adding to the grant in
order to obtain a monument more deserving the
occasion. That is the reason the matter has been
kept in abeyance.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Idonotwant
to encourage any unnecessary expenditure. There
may be some question as to the expediency of the
thing at all ; but if you do it at all, it ought to be done
in a decent, respectable fashion. It should not be
done in a way that will make us a laughing-stock,
especially when it is to be so.close to the American
frontier. Some of the designs I have heard of
struck me as so ambitious, that if carried out at
the figure named they would be a very curious
testimony to Canadian valour and Canadian taste.

Mr. FLINT. Previous to the observations of my
hon. friend from South Oxford, the same idea was
passing through my mind. It would be a great
mistake on the part of the Government to make an
appropriation which would not provide us with a
monumentof respectable appearance. If the object
is a worthy one, as I have an idea that it is, it
would be just as well for the Government not to be

in a hurry, and if they have a design drawn up in
accordance with the views of the Historical Society
and persons of artistic ability, Parliament would
readily concar in voting a larger amount. I might
however say, in connection with this whole subject
of militia expenditure——

Mr. SPEAKER. This is not an item of militia
expenditure.

Mr. FLINT.
militia.

Mr. SPEAKER. It is onec resolution dealing
with monuments for the battle-fields of Canada and
nothing else.

Mr. FLINT. As it isnot likely this subject will
come before the House again

Mr. SPEAKER. I draw the hon. gentleman’s
attention to therule. These items must be taken as
they are called, and no general discussion can be
entered upon.

Mr. FLINT. On this subject I desire to concur
most heartily in the remarks made by the hon.
member for South Oxford. Ithink the Government
might take into consideration the desirability of
having a monument something worthy of the place,
the occasion, and the people.

It is under the general head of

Railways and Canals, construction. ... $50,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Is this a part
of what we are having to pay for having exchanged
Onderdonk for Charlebois ?

Mr. FOSTER. It is the arbitrators’ costs.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It will prove
a costly construction, if that is the case.

Mr. FOSTER. This is not a part of the award,
but the expenses of the arbitration.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
the total fees us ascertained so far ?

Mr. BOWELL. This is to provide funds to pay
for the unsettled land claims, land appraisers’
salaries, salaries and expenses of the arbitrators,
their secretary, counsel, engineers, witnesses, steno-
graphers, printing, &c. There are, I may inform
the House, some twenty or thirty land clains still
unsettled for land appropriated at the commence-
ment of the building of the road, principally about
Yale on the Fraser %{iver and below that. I may
also state that it was only to-day that, in looking
into this question, we found it necessary, owing to
the disputes which have arisen as to the value of
the land by the appraised, and the parties
owning the land refusing to accept the awards, to
place the whole matter in the Exchequer Court,
and Judge Burbidge, I believe, intends some time
this fall to go to British Columbia principally for
the purpose of settling these claims finally.

‘What are

Prince Edward Island Railway........ $45,000

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) At an early period of the
session, I made some remarks when the late Sir
John Macdonald was alive and was the Minister of
Railways, with reference to the rails upon the
Prince Edward Island road, and I desire to repeat
them in presence of the acting Minister. The road
was built in 1873 as a narrow gauge road, and
since then they have commenced relaying a portion
of the road with steel rails. They have relaid the
portion between Charlottetown and Summerside,
40 miles.
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Mr. BOWELL. It has never been widened,
has it

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) No. And from Char-
lottetown eastward for 12 or 14 miles and a little
westward of Summerside, making 60 miles out of
115, The original rails remain over the greater
portion of the road. They have run this as eco-
nomically as possible. and have actually taken the
rails ont of the sidings and put them on the main
roadd in lieu of the worn-out rails there.

Mr. BOWELL. They are old iron rails ¢

Mr. DAVIES (P.EL) Yes, lnid in 1873, and they
havelived already more than the life of an ordinary
rail.  They have actually cut off the bad part of the
end of some of the rails and brought the rails to-
gether. A short time ago I took a trip over the road
and entered into conversation with many of the con-
ductors and section-men and others on the road with
a view,of informing myself as to its condition, and 1
learned that there was a prevailing impression that,
unless these rails were removed and steel rails
substituted for them, there would in the near fu-
ture be o scerious accident, that it could not be
avoided, that the rails were worn-out and had al-
most carvied the last car they could carry, and
every day the men were expecting that an accident
would happen. In fact there have bheen some
accidents, though happily not attended with tragic
results,

Mr. BOWELL. From that cause ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) Inonecaseitwas certainly
from that cause. Isaw the chief engineer and tokd
him the reports I had had on this subject, and that 1
was afraid, from the serious manner in which this
information was conveyed to me, and julging the
weight to be attached to it from the wmwanner in
which it was imparted, that unless he did something
very soon he would be liable to hear of a serious
accident, probably involving the loss of life. He
affected to treat the matter lightly. He said these
section-men were in the habit of making up that
kind of scory in order to get a better class of rails ;
but, from the manner in which they toll me this, I
am satisfied that it is essential for the safety of the
lives of the passengers on that road that these old
rails, which were very light at the first—as the
chief engineer will tell you, for he was the contractor
for the road—should be removed, as they are abso-
Iutely untit for use. I think the hon. gentleman
should see, if it is possible, that the remaining
portion of the road should be relaid wich steel rails.

Mr. BOWELL. I will call the attention of the
chief engineer to the statement the hon. gentleman
has made and to the importance of having an im-
mediate report upon the state of the road in order
to prevent the accidents which he fears may
oceur.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) 1 called attention at a
previous stage of the session to the fact that, while
I made these statements, the department had been
officially informed by the superintendent that the
condition of the road was excellent. I said I had
gone over the road and I believed that to be true as
to the general condition of the road, but that, if it
embraced the rails, it would be misleading the de-
partment, and that the chief engineer should be
asked to report upon the subject.

Mr. BOWELL. One would scarcely conceive it

possible that the chief superintendent would report
Mr. Davies (P.E.1.)

the road in an excellent condition if the rails were
not fit to e run npon. :

Expenses connected with the drill and
training of the Militin..oo...... ... $250,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Nodoubt the

i Minister of Militia received all imaginable varieties

of counsel last night, but every hon. gentleman who
spoke, I think, agreed that whether I had bheen a
little too severe on these camps of instruction in
alleging that, practically, they only gave five orsix
days’ instruction, there was very little doubt that,
in so far as the rural battalions were concerned, the
time for drill, spread, as it was, over intervals of two
years, was far too short to be of practical service.
Now, the hon. Minister, in the few remarks he
made, admitted that it was true, but he did not
appear to have considered any practical plan for
amending that fault. All he said was that if he
had plenty of money at his disposal he would give
longer instruction, and keep them out for 15 or 16
days if he could. Now, Ihave some doubts whether :
we can afford to spend more momney, although
we might use it better. After all, a million’
anda-quarter here, and seven or eight hundred
thousand in the North-West, is a large proportion
of our available resources—altogether ubhout twao
millions a year, not to speak of the expenses of
headquarters here—about two hundred thousand
dollars, I dare say. As I say, two million dollars
is a large proportion of our available funds at the
disposal of the Finance Minister, which, as every-
body knows, are vastly less than the nominal funds,
owing to the immense amount of our fixed charges.
The question, I think, will resolve itself into this :
Whether this million and a-quarter could not he
better expended. Now, without desiring to speak
authoritatively on this subject, in particular in the
presence of the hon. member for West Toronto
(Mr. Denison), I really think that the Government
ought to consider one, or two, or three plans—either
they ought to reduce the number of the militia to
such strength as would enal'e the force, such as it
is, to be kept in a state of reasonable efficiency by
passing, as has been doune in other countries,
successive terms of three or five years, or whatever
time the men choose to serve. Or they mightadopt
another plan which has a good deal to recommend
it, they might insist on the commissioned and non-
commissioned ofticers being drilled and “kept
in a state- of reasonable efliciency every
year, even if it was not found practicable
to summon all the men of the rural bat-
talions. I think we might also, without detri-
ment to the service, make a pretty decided division
between the city corps and the rural battalions ;
they could be treated, without detriment to the
militia service, in a different way. There is no
doubt that these city corps are very desirable to
maintain for many reasons, wholly apart from the
question of our being called upon to fight for our
lives and our country against our neighbours to
the south of us. There is no doubt that when you
have large cities in which there is apt to be an
element developed more or less dangerous, it is in
the interest of the cities in particular, and of the
country in general, that in these large places a
tolerable military force should be, in case of emer-
ency, at the disposal of the civil authorities, and
oth here and elsewhere good results have arisen
from that precaution. I do think that the Minis-
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ter, on his own showing, stands confessed as not
believing in the efliciency of the system as now
administered.  As I understand, we are now at-
temipting to maintain a force of about 40,000 men.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. 37,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Now, I re-
cognize the political difficnlty which stands in the
Minister’'s way, if he attempts to reduce this foree.
That is no doubt a practical ditliculty, although it

ought not to exist in dealing with military matters. i
But, be our force large or small, it should be made !

efficient.  With respect to what [ said about
camps, I am well aware that there are camps an:é
camps. I am well aware there are some camps in
which a creditable exhibit is made on the part of
our volunteer soldiers : but there are other camps
of which that cannot be =said, and in which, unless
I have beeu most grievously misinformed, the public
money used to maintain them, is nearly altogether
wasted.  As far as instruction in marksmanship
and ritle shooting is concerned, I need not tell the
Minister, and I need not tell anyone who has wit-
nesswed the performance of our volunteers, that it is
impossible to give it in the space of time at our
disposal ; and now-a-days, although, as I have said,
I venture any remarks on military subjects with
deference, I have no doubt that the efficiency of
any such force depends in a very large degree on
the skill in the use of the rifle obtained by the
individuai soldier, and that is tending to be the
case mere and more. I raised the question in a
tentative fashion last night, and I think the Govern-
ment—they can do it now-—should seriously con-
sitler whether they will not adopt some one or other
alternative systems, if they see tit to come down and
demand more money, if the Minister of Finance
and the Minister of Militia can make it up between
them. If, as I rather suspect, the hon. gentleman
has to make the most of the money at his disposal
now, then I think it is high time for him to con-
sider what course he will adopot: whether he will
enlarge the vote at his disposal by reducing some of
these other estimates, although they may be good
in their way, and reduce the vote for some of the
fixed forces ;: or whether he will reduce the niunber
of the militia corps to such a point that he cun get
fair instruction for all ; or whether he will try the
plan of keeping the skeleton organization of non-
commissioned or commissioned ofticers in a high
state of efticiency. 1am not prepared to say off-hand
which would prove the best in the end, but the
present system is pre-eminently unsatisfactory, and
some effort should be made to get more value for
our money than we do under the present system.

Mr, DENISON. I am glad the hon. member
for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright) has
somewhat modified the remarks he made last night.
Knowing the great interest he always takes in
militia matters, I was rather surprised to find him
pitching into the camps as he did. But the hon.
gentleman has qualified his criticism to-day by
saying there are ' camps and camps,” and in that
he is no doubt correct. I have not attended the
camp at Kingston, but I have almost every year
attended the camp at Niagara, and I can testify
strongly to the good effect it has on that portion of
the militia force of Canada. I might say with
respect to the remark made that the day going to
camp and the day returning from camp are wasted
is hardly correct. It must be remembered that it

is part of an ofhicer’s duty to know how to entrain
and detrain his men. A\ turther part of his work is
to instruct his men how to pitch their tents, and this
is part of the work on the first day. Thisisamost im-
portant part of his duty, and the men leawrnto do it
quickly by practice. The same reniak applies to the
task of striking tents, which is also part of their duaty.
After afew days’ practice it is astonishing how the
nmen improve, and do the work rapidly and etti-
ciently that wasat first so difficult. Altogether, the
duties in camp, even fortheshort time wehaveat dis-
posal, have a most valuableeffectonthemen. Person.
ally Ishould like to see the time increased to 16 or 20
days ; but before we endeavour to secure a longer
time, we must have all the militia drilled. For
myself I am strongly opposed to having the force
reduced ; in fact my 1dea has always heen that the
force should be increased. \Where there are locali-
ties which desirve to raise battalions or companies
the Government should authorize them to do so,
because we cannot hope to have too large an organ-
ization, for if we have trouble, as was referred to
the other night by the hon. member for South
Perth (Mr. Trow),with our neighbours to the south,
we could not have too large a force. It -would be
necessary, then, to have a large number of trained
officers, and that was the reason 1 suggested the
other day that if we could engraft on the present
scheme some such system as we had before, it
would be advantageous to us to have those men in
our midst.  No doubt some men would go into the
schools for the purpose of getting the 850, Even sn;
those going through the schools would acquire a
taste for military matters and take an interest in
the force and join our battalions, and repay the
amountof money thatmightbeexpendedinthat way.
Further, those men who would enterthe foree for the
50 would not leave Canada, and they would possess
the knowledge, and in case of trouble they would
come into the ranks and do good service. 1 think
the whole force should be drilled.  Every session I
have pressed on the attention of the Minister of
Militia and the House the desirability of drilling the
rural corps as well as the city corps. The rural
corps, as o matter of fact, have not the same
advantages as city corps possess. The city corps,
having drill halls, can turn out at night and Jrill
with very little loss to themselves, while the rural
corps are unable to drill at night on account of the
companies being scattered, and the distance the men
are from company headquarters.  The rural corps,
therefore, require to he concentrated in  camps
and drilled every year more than the city corps,
not that Iam saying but what they should all drill.
I hope next year the Minister of Militia will press
the subject on his colleagues and secure the grant-
ing of a sutlicient sum to drill the whole militia.
Possibly he may be able to enrtail some of the ex-
penditure on the staff. I know our late Premier
frequently said we had too large a stafl. It seems
a large sum to spend out of 31225000 nearly
51,000,000 on staff and paraphernalia, if I may use
the term, while only $250,000 really goes to pay
the drilling of the militia. By an additional grant
of S130,000 we could obtain much benefit to the
force, and that sum, added to $1.230,000, is not a
large sum, while it would dé a great deal to further
the interests of the militia and enable all the corps
to drill.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Ihaveonlyafew words
to say in addition to what has been said by the hon,
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member for West Toronto (Mr. Denison).  Like the
hon. member for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cart-
wright) I happen to be a layman. and in discussing
these matters I take advantage of the advice of the
hon. member for West Toronto and other military
men who happen to be in the House. I cantell that
hon. gentleman that, in so far as I have been able
to collect opinions, the consensus of opinion of
those whe have followed the progress and develop-
ment of our torce from year to year, i1s that we
should have annual drill for the whole foree,
whatever that force may be.  The hon. gentleman
has spoken of the expensive staff. Ever since I
have been Minister I have viewed the matter from
the same standpoint as he views it, and, following
that course, I have reduced the expenses of the staff
by upwards of 311,000 per annum. I consider it is
not necessary to have an expensive staff ; but when
the hon. gentleman speaks of the greatest portion
of the money voted going to the staff, I am unable
to agree with him. '

Mr. DENISON. I meant the permanent schools
and all. '

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. T do not call the per-
manent schools part of the staff. I call the
permanent schools training schools, which permit
our officers to qualify by receiving certificates to
obtain commissions. I consider that for the
amount of money we have expended on the force,
Canada can be proud indeed of the force as it now
stands. I shoulid like to have more days’ drill than
we have at present, but 1 believe that, if we have
twelve days drill annually, with the aptitude of
Canadians for military training, we will have a
force that will be unequalled for the purpose we
require it in this country, more for protection at
home than for offensive purposes

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).
that purpose.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON,—but merely as the hon.
member for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright)
has indicated, for use in great centres where it may
be necessary at a moment’s notice to call out an
organizedl military force. 1 consider that we have
a force that really we would not have paid too
much for the service which they would be
called upon to render. Whenever they have heen
called upon they have done their duty in a manner
that Canada can be proud of, and I think that if
Parliament in its liberality, and my hon. friend
and collengue the Minister of Finance who is
always prepared to accede to any fair proposition,
agrees to add to the present vote for drill purposes,
2175,000 next year, that would permit us to drill
the whole force, the rural and city battalions, and
I think it would be an immense benefit to Canada.
These are the views I entertain, and I believe T amn
expressing the views also of all those who have
taken an mterest in the force and have looked into
the question.

Me. DICKEY. 1 would like to ask the Minister
if it would not be possible in Nova Scotia, where
the railways are owned chiefly by the Government,
to furnish free passes over the railways to those
going to the annual shooting competition. It would
not cost the Government anything directly, and I
think that the House would be willing that the
Government railway should be put to that use, if
such arrangements could be made so as to prevent

Sir ApoLPHE CaARox.

It would be no use for

fraud and imposition, by contining the passes to
those going to the competition.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.  In uniform?

Mr. DICKEY. Yes, in uniform. 1 think it
would be a great boon to the men themselves,
It would increase the attendance, show an interest
on the part of the Government in these competi-
tions, and it would do a great service without
costing the country anything. I hope that the hon.
Minister of Militia will consult with the Minister
of Railways, and see if an arrangement of that sort
cannot he come to.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) T have heen asked by
several of the officers of the companies in Prince
Edward Island to urge upon the military author-
ities the absolute necessity for permitting these
rural battalions to drill at local headquarters
instead of going into camp. The statements made
to me were that the men from rural districts would
not go to camp, and that the companies, under the
present system, are dwindling to nothing. I am
not personally in a position to know whether these
representations meet the approval of the higher
authorities or not, but they come to me from a
number of the captains of the several companies.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. T shall submit the
matter to the Major General Commanding for con-
sideration.

Mr. PATTERSON (Colchester). I wish todraw
the attention of the Committee for a moment to a
matter which has bheen referred to by the hon.
member for Cumberland (Mr. Dickey), that is, in
relation to militiamen in the Province of Nova
Scotia getting passes over the Government railways
to the provincial shooting matches. There appears
to be a very strange anomaly in reference to this
matter in connection with the militiamen of the
Province of Nova Scotia. The militiamen of the
City of Halifax can get to the Bedford shooting
range for practice, and on all occasions that they
appear in the railway depot in Halifax they are
taken over the Intercolonial Railway free of charge,
for even ordinary practice, while the militiaman in
the County of Colchester, where we have some
crack shots, cannot get to the annual matceh at
Bedford without putting his hands in his pockets
and paying his raillway fare to and from Bedford

station. That is a matter that should receive some
attention. The other day I brought the matter to

the notice of the Minister of Railways, and he re-
ferred me very coolly to the Minister of Militia, and
there the matter seems to stand.  In the meantime
the provincial match has gone on and the com-
petitors from the Counties of Colchester, Cumber-
land and Pictou have had, on the 18th of this month,
to pay their way to the Bedford provincial match
and back again. It does seem a strange thing that
while that is the practice with the rural militiamen,
that the militiamen from the City of Halifax can
gonot only to the provincial match. but to their
ordinary practice, free of charge. 1 do think this
is & matter which should receivé some attention
from the Minister of Militia.

Mr. KAGLBACH. T am quite in accord with
the remarks which were made last evening by the
hon. member for Muskoka (Mr. O'Brien) and
others, and I am also in accord with my respected
friend from Toronto West (Mr. Denison) with
regard to increased drill. It is called annual drill,
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but very often we find that rural corps are not or-
dered to camp the second year, and the drill be-
comes biennial.  Frequently. some of the corps are
not found in camp for three, or four, and, perhaps
five years. Last year I heard one hon. gentleman
say that his regiment had not been out for six
vears. I feel satistied that we should have annual
drill and that a period of twelve days is quite short
enough. Remarks were made last evening that we
had only ten days of «rill, that two days were
lost in marching in and cut of camp, but I con-
tend that these two days are profitably employed.
The soldiers are taught the drill of march-
ing on board the train, and of pitching and
striking their tents. and whilst they are in
camp for the ten days, they are actively employed
from early morn until dewy eve, up to ten
o'clock at night.  There is no time lost, and
when they return, as [ know from experience
of the last camp, the men were so well drilled that
they felt they were quite equal, and I felt myself
that they were all but equal, to regularly trained
soldiers.  When we find that two years elapse

before they are brought into camp again, many of ;
these men are so wanting or non-possessed of the !

drill they had learned. that they are as awkward
as if they had never been put through drill before.
I quite agree with the remarks of one of the gentle-
men who spoke last night with regard to the
training of children and young men in the common
day schools. I feel that a very great deal of the
time that now is occupied by children at physical
exercise, known as recess, could be protitably em-
ployed in the training of these children to @ know-
ledge of military drill, such as position, marching,
facings, formation of sections, sub-divisions, and, I
may say, ordinary company drill.- They coulil be
taught this within the building. or outside, weather
permitting, for say, fifteen or twenty minutes each
day, and thus form a miniature army, physically
beneficial and practically most essential, as it would
place the children in that position that they would
move along with an easy and graceful carriage and
with a martial-like, soldierly-bearing that would
show its effects in after years. We would feel
that these youths, receiving military instruction in
that way, both theory and practice being imparted
to them, would not bie unmindful of that tuition
or knowledge when they grew up: and as soldiers
going into camp or inordinary drill, would be more
apt toreceive instruction from their superior otiicers
than if they had never received any in the schools.
I strongly urge that some measure be taken whereby
traiuing may be given in that way at the day
schools.  Thus we should have a nucleus at all
times for the regular army, and recruits could, with
very little instyuction or training, be placed in a
position to be ready for active service. I urge
strongly, I repeat, that instead of having biennial
drill, we should have annual drill of not less than
twelve days.

Mr. FLINT. A few minutes ago, while another
item was under consideration, 1 intended to make
some remarks on the general subject of the expen-
diture on the militia service. We have had several
interesting discussions in this House, participated
in largelyéi»y gentlemen connected with the military
force ; and, as one who knows scarcely anything of
the technicalities of this uestion, I listened witha
great deal of interest, and I may add instruction,

to those discussions.  We are aware, however, that
there is a tendency among specialists of all kinds
to get gradually into their mind a strong prepos-
session In favour of their particular hobby : and I
am afraid that, in conncction with the present
organization of the forces in Canada, there is a
strong tendency among military otficers, a natural
tendency, no doubt, to look almost entirely on one
side of thisimportant subject. Tam glad, however,
that the Government has been able hitherto to ve-
sist . the strong pressure put upon them by the
militia officers, accompanied with a great deal of
earnestness, ability, and I believe vatriotism, to ex-
tend the operations of the Militia Department and to
add tothe expendituresinconnection with themilitia
force. Itisgratifying toknow that this yearthercison
the whole a decrease in the estimates for militia
purposes. Though knowing what 1 do, and after
hearing these discussions, I would not advocate any
further reduction in the militia estimates, yet I
would say asa layman. that I believe that on the
part of a large number of the people of this country
who do not sympathize with the militia officers on
this subject, there is and will be a strong feeling of
opposition to any further increase in our wilitia
expenditure. I will not go into any of the details
dwelt upon by several of the hon. gentlemen who
have spoken, as to how best to administer the very
generous fund which Parliament has placed at the
disposalof the department. This fundhasinereased
quite rapidly, From 1874 to 1879 it was on the
average in the neighbourhood of 790,000 : and we
all know that in the discussion of the financial
affairs of the country during that period, the Admin-
istration of that day were severely criticized for
the slight increase which they made from time to
time in the militia expenditure.

Mr. DENISON. It is very little more than it
was at Confederation.

Mr. FLINT. A certain amount of increase is
almost inevitable in consequence of the develop-
ment of the country ; but that expenditure, large
as it was and criticized as it was, continued to
increase during the next period. It increased on
the average something over S530,000 per annum ;
and at the present time we are spending on the
average about S1,250,000 a year. Now, I think
the Militia Department—and I tender the advice
with all deference to the opinion of the militia
officers and the specialists in that departinent—
will do well to make their arrangements with
regard to perfecting the etliciency of the depart-
ment, with reference to the view that it is very -
inadvisable to ask for any appreciable increase in
the appropriation. There hasbeen a great deal of
discussion, and of a valuable character, in regard

to annual drill or biennial drill : and I must say

that I have been very much impressed in favour of
an annual drill. But I think that some means

must be employed by which a smaller number

of men may be drilled annually ; and a saving
must be effected in sowme other direction in
order to keep the appropriation within the present
figure. I think the arguments for annual drill
are almost unanswerable : and as a lavman I
would only say, from what I have learned in
this discussion and from other sources, that, in my
opinion, which I think is concurred in by a great
many persons who do not profess to be technically
informed on military matters, the true policy of



this country is in the direction of educating and
training etlicient officers and drill masters. I think
that with a small trained force, smaller even than

what we have at the present time, and with ofticers.

capable of taking recruits and drilling them, the
best interests of the country will be served.  This
Jdiscussion on military matters must have reference
to dithculties of some kind in which we may
pussibly be involved in the future.

vertain localities, from the peculiar circumstances
in those localities, the Dominion of Canada is, in
the conrse of the future, likely to become involved
in any very large military operations. The only
nation with which we are at ail likely to come into
collisien is of course the nation to the south of us:
and I think. speaking in the least moderate manner
of our population and resources and abilities, it is
quite idle for this Dominion to pretend that we are
spending money with any idea of heing able to cope
with that populous and wealthy uation.

Mr. DENISON. 1 quite disagree with you.

Mre. FLINT. I think the military idea in Can-
adie should be discouraged rather than encouraged.
While 1 agree that a military organization, with
skeleton regiments and an etheient staff, together
with military schools. and, possibly, the annual
drill of a small number of men, with the view of
making drill-masters and officers, ought to be the
true policy of the Administration, there ought not
to be any idew entertained that the people of the
country will be disposed, without stronger reasons
than have hitherto been given, to place at the dis-
posal of the Government any laiger sums for these
purpeses than are now voted by Parliament. I
think. however, from the discussions which have
already taken place in this House, and the further
ideas that will be placed at the disposal of the
Minister of Militia by experts, that it 1s within the
bounds of possibility that greater eficiency will
be secured, even with the funds already at his
disposal, than we have at the present time. I desire
to express my high appreciation of the Militia
Department, and with regard to the small local
corps with which T am acquainted, I desire to say
that I believe they have in the main received such
encouragement from the Government as has contri-
buted very much to their etliciency ; and I am gra-
titied, as a private citizen, tonotice the compliments
paid that small force by those who have visited our
neighbourhood, from time to time, to inspect them.
I will heartily concur in any legislation to bring
about greater etliciency, providing it does'not in-
volve any considerable increase in the general
expenditure.

Mre. BOWELL. I desire to say a few words in
answer to the remarks of my hon. friend the mem-
ber for Colchester, with reference to the granting of
passes to volunteers from Halifax to Bedford over
the Intercolonial Railway. The hon. gentleman, on
helialf of his counstituents, the volunteers who are
in the habit of attending the annual shooting
matches at that place, applied for passes on the
grounds he has stated. 1 made enquiry of the de-
partment, and was informed that passes were not
granted upon any authority from headguarters.
No doubt my hon. friend has been informed differ-
ently, but it is certainly without the knowledge of
the authorities here that these men were allowed
free passage. However, I will make still further

Mr. FrLINT. :

It cannot be
contended that, owipg to popular outbreaks in
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enquiry into the matter. I may say thatr 1 fully

concur in the remarks made by that hon. gentle-
man and others. that if the permission to wravel
free were given to any portion of the volunteers of
Nova Scotia, it ought to be extended to all the
others. My hon. friend said that I coolly referred
him to the Minister of Militia. T know there had
been correspondence between the Department of
Railways and Canals and the Militia Departinent
on this subject : and as far back as the time when
Sir Charles Tupper had charge of the Railway
Department he, at the instance of the Minister
of Militia, reduced the rates, and the matter
stands in that position at present. With vefer-
ence to the suggestion made by the hon. member
for Cumberland, and others, that the road should
be pliced at the disposal of all volunteers and
militiamen travelling over it, that is a matter
which would require very serious consideration.
It is very well to say that because it is a govern-
ment railway, it costs nothing : but the same
argument would apply with the same force to the
carying of the mails.  You might as well say
that there is no necessity for charging the Post
Ottice Department for carrying the mails, because
that is only taking out of one pocket and putting
in the other. 1 do not see why the Militia
Department should not pay the fares of the
volunteers when they are carried over our rail-
way, as well the Postmaster General for the car.
riage of postal matter: but if that system were
adopted, my hon. celleague would have to ask for
a larger appropriation, and I have no doubt. if
the generosity of his colleagues would lead thew to
give it to him, he yould willingly spend it. If,
however, he were called on to pay the passages of
those volunteers who live along the line of the
Intercolonial Railway, I do not see how he could
refuse to pay for those who travel over the Grand
Trunk Railway and other railways in other parts
of the Dominion. This is a matter which must
receive the attention of the department, as regards
applying the one rule to all volunteers whether
they live in Halifax or in other sections. Before
sitting down, I desire to dissent in fofo from the
remarks of the hon. member for Yarmouth. 1 have
no sympathy with the sentiment he expressed. 1If
there is any logic in his reasoning, I cannot under-
stand how 1t is he advocates the expenditure of one
cent on the militia. To be consistent, he should
oppose the expenditure of a dollar on the force. If
his idea is correct, that in case. of any difiiculty
with the country to the south-of us, against
which powerful and wealthy mnation, he says,
it is absurd to suppose that we could do anything,
then we ought not to spend anything. But, Nir,
the militia of Canada in the past have proved that
they are quite capable of defending their homes
and hearths ; and I believe that if, unfortunately,
which I trust may never occur, they should ever
be called upon to do what their forefathers
did, they will be quite prepared to defend their
homes against auny invader. It is not logical for
gentlemen to stand up in this House and urge
expenditure to perfect our militiamen, and then,
in the same breath, tell us that no possible good
can result therefrom. 1 am not prepared, if the
hon. gentleman is, in case we are threatened, no
matter from what part of the world, to throw up.
the sponge and cry peccaci. I donot think thatis
the spirit which actuates the people of Canada, and



4289

e e e b e e = e e -

I hope the views entertained by the hon. gentle-
man are not shared by any other member of this
House.

Mr. BARRON. 1 wish to impress upon the
hon. Minister the importance of having annual
drill.  That matter has been pressed by many
members, and I am sure the hon. Minister will be
glad to see that its desirability is so generally
agreed upon. I was much impressed by the remark
of the hon. member for Muskoka (Mr. O Brien),
last night, when he said that the increase to the
country of expenditure would not amount to more
thar 10 or 13 cents per head.  If that be so, let us
have the annual drill.  In my part of the country
the volunteer system is sutfering very seriously.

know in particular of one officer, a gentleman who |

stands very high in the volunteer force. who has
said to me that he will have to leave the force
unless the system of annuad drill is introduced,
because he finds that when he has to assemble his
men for drill under the biennial system, he has to
look for entirely new men, and it is impossible to
keep up his corps, which is a cavalry corps. 1 hope
that a little more attention will be given the rural
battalions, and that the hon. Minister’s care will
not continue to be monopolized by the city bat-
talions. ' T

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. T have only a word to
say in answer to the hon. member for Yarmouth
(Mr. Flint) who, I must admit, has been very fair
in his criticisim of the manner in which the depare-
ment has been administered. I should like him to
compare what we have at present to provide for
with what we had to provide for in 1874 In
1874 we had only two batteries, and now
have all the other training schools which. must
be provided. for. I think, under the

with his critical mind, he will Aind thaz, for the:
surplus of money we are expending to-day, we have !

a system which is much more complete and which
contributes more to the etliciency of the force than
that which we had in 1874, We were then only
beginning it, and we have been progressing in that
respect, s we have been progressing in other
branches in Canada. We have been trying to
make it more complete, and we believe that, from
what we had expended and are expending to-day,
we have a system which is satisfactory in its
results. '

Royxal Military College of Canada. ... 377,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
this item was touched about half past one, and there
was no possibility of discussing it to any purpose
at that hour, so I let it alone, on the understanding
that, if a discussion were wanted, it might be had
to-night. I have some questions to put to the hon.
gentleman in regard to thisnatter. I would be
¢lad to know, in the first place, what the number of
the graduating class was last year ?

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I have not that infor-
mation here, aml I would be speaking merely from
memory ; but I can produce the list of the graduates
at any time.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. From recol
lection, what do you suppose to be the number of
the graduating class of this year *

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I should not like to
speak from memory. Although the hon. gentle-
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system, if the hon. gentleman looks into the matter :

Last night |
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man’s recollection and mine may differ, I think we
discussed this matter for two hours last night, and
I had my officers hege then.

SirRICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Allusionswere
made to it last night, but no information was given,
as you will see from the Debates.

Siv ADOLPHE CARON. I know several allu-
sions were made to it, but no allusion was
made to the number of graduates. However,
I can produce the list of those whose names were
submitted to Council, and who cameout at the last”
examination, without any trouble. [ think it was
between 22 and 25, but I woul not be certain.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What is the
inumber of those who passed the matriculation
i examination this year? , .

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I would not like to
state that from memory.  That is not information
which I had in my beok, but information which
comes into the department, bus I can produce it
at any timé. I think the number was about 10 or
1¢, but I would not he sure.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That is about
one-half the number or thereabouts that the col-
lege was expected to receive.  The hon. gentleman
i knows that the annual matriculating class should
s be 24 or a little more.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.  Yes.
Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Of course,

the late Government were responsible for institut-
ing the college, but it was our intention, as an-
nounced ar the time, that, in addition to the four
commissions  which are given by the  Imperial
authorities to the graduates in each class, at least
half-a-dozen of those who are most proficient should
be given a chance of entering the Canadian Civil
: Service in connection either with the public works,
or the mounted police, or the military service, or
some other department for which they would be
suited, and T have always felt that, practically, an
injustice was done, if the college was to be con-
tinued at all, in not carrying out that project ; and
I believe also that it would have been very greatly
to the benetit of the people of Canada if a consider-
able number of those graduates had been employed
in connection with Canadian public works. That
has been done in other countries. I think that
has been done in connection with West Point
to the protit of the American service, and
I am perfectly certain that these men, most
of whom are receiving an education which
‘fits them more or less for the position of
civil engineers, would be useful public servants,
and that their employment would probably have
tended to maintain a higher standard of honour in
the Department of Public Works than hasprevailed,
as unfortunately we know to our cost. 1 think it
is not too late even now. I have repeated that
request to the Ministers time and time again.
Since 1879, I think not a year has elapsed when I
have not urged the expediency of offering a certain
number of posts in the Civil Service to the most
deserving of those graduates, not with the desire to
benefit them, but because I think they would form
that class of engineers which it would be most de-
sirable to have in our public service. I am bound
{to say ithat the present Minister of Militia has
endeavoured, on several occasions, when he was
allowed to have his way, to give posts to the
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graduates of the Military College, but nothing has
heen done in a regularor ~\'<tunatm fashion, and. if
that college is to Tre maintaiyged. I think it would be

very desirable that that should be done. 1intimated |
have
the discipline and the!g

1 now that 1

last night what
that

reason  to fear
general ~etficieney  of that  institution  is
: l»cm\f maintained at high a standard
-it used to be, and 1 add this now for the considera-
tion of the Minister and of the Government.
is no doubt they were actuated by o laudable  de-
sire to save the public chest when they

n,pe ut,

not
as

S400; but the hone gentleman will observe that, by

wising the fee to the present rate, there isno doubt |
thar he has practically converted this college into;
where only the better cla\a. or

an  instigution
rather I should say the wealthier cluss, are likely
to send their sons.
admission fee was as low as 1 mentioned. the chotee
for matriculants was fanuch wider. It was a sort of
prize in those days, and, as the entrance was deter-
mined by open competition, a much larger tickd, so
to speak.
were admittad s and it s within my own know-
ledge that some of the most distinguished graduates
who have left that college were the sons of farmers
and men in comparatively poor circumstances,
who certainly could not  get admitted now,

There i no doubt, as I have said, that, although
the object of the Government may have been very
good in desiring to save the public treasury, thc
practical etfect has been 1o narrow the tield of ad-
Iission 1o a very considerable degree.  As to the!
managetent, that 1 shall leave to the hon. gentle-

man to investigate.  As to the quu‘xiou of the best
mode of utilizing these youny men's services for
the benetit of Canada. I lcxpeutfully submit that it
is eminently desirable, particularly in view of the
fact thut an fmmense number of them do not re-
nuin in Canada but are now emploved to my cer-
tain knowledge in the United States, that an eftfore
should be made to retain a certain number of them
for the benetit of our public service. 1 think that
these four commissions in the Imperial service
should be supplemented by a moderate number—I
do not suggest more than half a dozen—of posts in
the puhln, service of Canada being given as a right
to the most distinguished of the «rr‘uhmtw. There
ought to be a vlmhmtm" class varying from 20 to
to 24 every year, and we ought to have. as well as
the Imperial service, the pu,l\ of these men for our
public service. That is all I desire to say upon
the subject.

Sit ADOLPHE CARON. I wish the hon. gentle-
nman to recollect that I have been speaking merely
from memory. and I would not wish to be tied
down to the numbers I have given to-night, but on
Monday I can place on the Table the list of those

who matriculated and of those who passed
the final examination this year. As to the
management, I can tell the hon. gentleman—

and he no doubt may know it as well as I do—
that the most brilliant class we have ever had in
.the Royal Military College has come out this year
under the present” managemeént. The cadets who
have left our college to seck in life the career for
which their tmmuw has fitted them, have left under
the most brilliant auspices. \0\\ Sir, it would
not be right, I think, for us, after the great advan-
tages which are conferred by the RO) al Military
Sir Ricuarp CARTWRIGHT.
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College upon those who are trained within its
walls, to say that becanse @ man comes from that
college, every position in the public service and in
the force should be open to him. 1 stated last
ight that I believe it to be a correct principle to
give Governnment commissions to cadets and to
members of the force who distinguished themselves
by past services which Canada cannot forget. I look
Lupon the Royal Military College as an institution of
 which Canada may well be pwml but 1 do not
i think we should forget the services of the militia
force of the country who have for years been tight-
~ing the hattles of the country single-handed, and
fuander disadvantages which the cadets have not
known. My hon. friend the Minister of Marine has
got cadets in his departinent : 1 have cadets in my
department, and there are cadets in the different
Cdepartments of the conntry.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  How many in
d”. ?
Sir ADOLPHE CARON. T ¢ tell the hon.

gentleman that there are six in the Government
departments alone.  Inwmy department I have Mr.

White. a cadet who carried hounours in the Royal
s Military College. and who occupies a very prom-
Cinent and responsible position.  Now. the hon.
gentleman has spoken of those who, after leaving
the college. have gone over to the States or to other
countries. I can tell him that they have not ceased
to remain strong Canadians, even after they have
left this country. In 1883, when the troubles broke
out in the North-West, I received telegrams from
every cdet, some of them occupying prominent
| positions and veceiving high. salaries, tendering
| their services to Canada.  Now, Nir. | claim that
the Roval Military College is an institution of
which Canada can be pr oud : I know that my hon.
friend from South Oxford views it in that light. |
believe that every day we are gradually doing more
and more for the cadets in that institution. but to
say that we should set aside all others who have
not been trained in that institution, but who are
deserving of consideration at our hands, 1 think
would be going too far. T venture to suggest that
it would not be to the advantage of the college
itself, because the public might consider that we

were training up these young men as a privileged
class, whereas in our country we have no privileged
classes. I can tell the hon.” gentleman that 1 hnpc
to lay npon the Table, when we meet again, a list
of the cadets who have been matrienlated and
graduated.

Resolutious concurred in.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed to : and House adjourned at
11.35 p.m.

NOUSE OF COMMONS.

Moxpay, 24th August, 189

1.
The SrrakeR took the Chair at Three o’clock.
Prayers,

LT.-COLONEL WM. HERCHMER.

Mr. AMYOT asked, Has the hon. the Minister
of Justice received the letter referred to in the fol-
lowing communication, to wit :—
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*“MacLEOD, ALT., 6th Augusts 180],
“Cot, Anvor, M.P,,
Ot -

* Drak Siko—T see by Heuserd of 20th July that, dur-
ing the debate on, Mr. Davin’s motion asking for an
enquiry into Commissivuer Herchmer's eonducet. you read
from a letter published in L' Etendard. and translated in-
to the Macleod Gazette, in which it was stated that Cols
Herchmer said to Inspector Starnes that all Freuchmen
were b——ds, song of b—s, aud sonz of w—s. 1 also
see that Sir John Thompson remarked that * of course no
officer could remain in the service of the Government an
hour whuo has used such language as the hon. member has
resud from that paper! . .

** He then gues ou to say that “ Ldid not ynderstand Col.
Herchmer had ever been charged with using _that lan-
guage. I understood that the charge had applied to an-
other oflicer of the same name, whoe, not only emphatieal-
liv denies it but tenders his oath in deuying it.  As to
Col. Hercbmer, although I umlerstand that the charge
wag not made agninst him, he is ready to testify under
oath before any tribunal that he uever used such
language.” . . .

*“ Sir John Thompson has evidentlv confused Me. Lo W,
Herchwmer, Commissioner, with  Zt.-Col. Wm, Herchwmer,
Assistant Commissioner, I have written by this mail to
Sir John Thompsoen, distinetly clmggn.ng Lt.-Col. W
Rerchmer, Assistant, Commissioner NOW.MCP,, with hav-
ing made use of such language to Inspector Starnes at
thiz post. I have alsv offered to prove it by five witnesses
who were there. . .

“Thave also stated to him that Col. Herchmer ad-
mitted to Mr. Fred. White that he used that language,
giving as his exeuse that_he was drunk at the time.

*Mr. Fred | White is in tull possession of the tactsin
connection with the matter, .

** Now that Sir Juhn Thompson has stated that an officer
who made use of that language could not vemain in the
service of the Government an hour,and that the proot
that Col. Herchmer did make use of 1t is at hand, thereis
only one course vpen to the (‘hb\'crmm-nt. .

* I mentioned to Sir John Thompson that I was writing
to you. . . .

** Although I mark this envelope * Private® I give yvou
leave, as T gave Sir Juhn Thompson, te make whatever
use of it you may see fit,

* Yours truly,
* (., E. D. WO0OD.
* Editor, Macleod ¢Faz-tte™
Do the Government intend to take any action in
the matter? What action Jdo they intend to take

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I have received the
letter referved to in that letter, from the editor of
the Macleod Gazette, making that charge. Itisnot
corrvect, as stated by him, that I confused L. W.
Herchmer, Commissioner, with Lieut.-Col. W.
Herchmer.  On the contrary, I insisted that,-on
the charge being made in the House as it was
against the Commissioner, confusion had been
made by the gentleman making the charge, or by
the newspaper from which he read. and 1 stated
then: that the charge was not true as far as the
Commissioner was concerned, and had been very
emphatically denied by the Assistant Commis.
sioner, who stated that he was prepared to deny it
upon vath.  As soon as I received the letter from
the editor of the Macleod Gazette, which is referred
to in the letter on the Notice paper, Isent his letter
to the First Minister who has charge of the
Mounted Police, and he immediately caused the
ofticer referred to, Mr. Herchmer, the Assistant
Commissioner, to be called on to answer the charge.
Mr. Herchmer’s answer is an emphatic denial of
the truth of the statement. - He sayvs that in rela-
tion to certain officers of one of the battalions from
Quebec, he made use of very strong hnguage, in
consequence of insults and outrages which he
alleges were perpetrated on him and his family by
them: that he made no such allusions to the
French Canadian vace, or people, or officers as a
whole class, and that in relation to that language
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he apologized immediately to a rvepreseutative of
the Province of Quebee who was present, and that
his apology was acvepted.  But. in consequence of
the explivitness of the charge, aud the offer to prove
it, the First Minister has divected that that matter
shall be investigated with other matters velating
to the Mounted Police, when the investigation
takes place next fall,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND TUNXNEL.

Nir. WELSH (for Mr. Davies, PLEL; asked,
Does the Government intend to take during the
present summer any. and what. action with respect
to the report made by Sir Douvglass Fox on the
propused tunnel between Prince Edward Island and
the wainland 2 Is it proposed that any further
survevs or borings snould be made or had with
respect to such tunnel, orany other and what steps
taken to obtain aceurate data upon which reliable
estintes of the cost could be based ® ‘

Mr. FOSTER.  The Government does not intend
during the present summer to take any further
action with respect to the report wade by Nie
Douglass Fox on the proposed tunnel between
Prince Edward Island and the wainland, other
than to consider it The matter referred to in the
second part of the question is also under the con-
sideration of the Govermment.

CARRIAGE OF MAILS IN BRITISH COL-
UMBIA.

Mr. MeMULLEN asked, 1. Who has the con-
tract for carrying the mails between Asheroft and
Barkerville, amd Ashevoft, Clinton and Lillooet, in
British Columbia ¥ 1If the contract is held by a
corporation, what ave the numes of the directors
and corporation ¥ 2, What amount is paid for the
service wnder the respective contracts? 3. The
service given and the distance travelled ¥ 4. Was
the contract let by tender? 3. Was the lowest
tender accepted 2 6. When does the contract ex-
pire? :

Mr. HAGGART. 1. The British Columbia Ex-
press Company.  The names of the directors are
not known. 2. There is only one contract for these
services.  The rate of payment was 24,000 from
Ist of July, INS8, to the 0th June, 18M, and
323,500 for the rest of the term, which ends on
the 30th of June, 1892, 3. Tri-weekly each way
between Asheroft Station and Clinton, a distance
of thirty-two miles.  Weekly each way between
Clinton and Barkerville, a distance of two hun-
dred and fifty miles.  Weekly between Clinton
and Lillooet, a distance of forty-seven miles. 4.
The contract was let by tender. 3. The lowest
tender was accepted, 6. The coutract expires on
the 3uth June, 1892, :

THE KEEWATIN.

Mr. TROW (for Mv. Muioack) asked. Was a
vessel know as the Arewatin in the service of the
Government at any time since the 30th June, 1889 ¥
If so, what was the nature of such service and what
was paid for the use of the vessel ?

Mr. DEWDXNEY. The Police Patrol boat Ree-
watin was built at Selkirk in winter of 188%8-89 for
Government of Keewatin ; received and paid for in
spring of 1889 by Government; hasbeen inservice in
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ISRO, 18002 and this year wherever vequired to pre-

vent introduction of intoxicants, transport North-
West Mounted Policeand patrol in suspected waters,

and is now out upon such service under orders of In-

spector Begine - Nothing wus paid for use of K-
watip, which was built for anld is the property of
Government.

THE REGINA LEADER.
Me. TROW (for Mr. Travrx) asked, What is the

total winount padd by the Government to the Regina
Leads e for printing and advertising since 18867

Mr. CHAPLEAU. Frow IstJuly, 1886, to 30th
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June, 1800, several sums of money, the detail nfl?

which may he found in the Auditor
Reports. OF the total paid, STASS 19 was for adver-
tising, and S50 passed through the books of the
Printing Department heve. The balance was cer-
titied and settled at Regina,  Nince 30th JJuue,
INO0, S315.76 for advertising, and 375,25 for print-
ing, hiave been passed by the Printing Bureau.
WOoObh SUPPLY FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Mr. LANDERKIN asked. Has Mr. .John
Heney the contract for supplying wood for heating
the Public Buildings in Ottawa ¥ If so, when did
he first receive it, and was it by public tender 7
How loug did the contract run? Has it since
been renewed, and how often ¥ If so, was it hy
public tender, and at what price per cord ¥

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  Mr. John Heney

has the coutract for supplying wood for heating |
Mr. Heney was:

the Public Buildings at Otcawa.
tirst awarded the contract for wood supply, after
a call for tenders, on the 27th Octoher, 1868, for
three years.  This contract was subsequently con-
tinued to him to the 21st December, 1872 when
tenders were again called, and he was awarded
the contract. On the 20th October, 1874, a con-
tract was again entered into witii him for one,
two or three years.
was again made with him.
1872, 1874, and 1879 were awarded after a call for
public tenders.  The agreements of 1871 and 1878
weie extensions of one year, authorized by Orders
in Council.  On the 10th March, 1881, the wood
contract was awarded to W. McCafirey, after
public tenders : and by Order in Council of 17th
December, 1883, this contract was continued until
1885, when new tenders were called for.  Tenders
were called for on the 1lth March, 1885, for
supply of firewood for three years for Public
Buildings, Ottawa.  J. M. Quinn was the lowest
tenderer, and got the coutract at 84,95 for rock
maple, and SL75 for mixed hardwood.  On the
Thth May, 1885, an Order in Conncil was passed
allowing Quinn to transfer his contract to Heney,
Heney to curry out the contract at the rates
stated in Quinn’'s tender.  The contract ran from
the Ist Neptember, 1885, to the Ist September,
1888, It has been renewed twice by Order in
Councit—on 7th December, 1886, for threc years,
from Ist Neptember, 1888, to 1st September, 1891,
and on the 24th April, 1891, for three years from
Ist September, 1801, to Ist September, 1894, at
the rates of Quinn’s tender, namely, $4.95 for vock
maple and $4.75 for mixed hirdwood.
Mr. DEwbNEY.

General's

i Forwarding  Company  prior to January
In March, 1879, a contract i o2 ' i

S O ) hiwhen that company surrendered their lease.
The contracts of 1868, ! ‘ pany <=

EXPENSEN FOR CABLEGRAMS,

Mr. LANDERKIN asked, What is the total
amount paid by the Dominion Government since
1886, on aceount of cablegrams sent  through
Reuter's Agency?  Was any money  paid on
account of such” cablegrams during the last fiscal
year, or since the 30th June lase?

Siv JOHN THOMPSON.,  Tam unable to give
the hon, gentleman any information at present as
to the first part of the question. I believe some
small expenditures were made in that way some
vears igo, but they were not distineuished in the
acconunts from the other telegrams.  As 1o the
second paat of his question, I may tell hin that the
ameunt paid on account of such telegrams during
the last tiscal year was S39.84, and that since the
30th of June. the sum of $33.56 has been paid.

BREAKWATER AT MIMINIGASH, P.E.L

Mr. PERRY asked, Have the Department of
Public Waorks received, at any time between the
Ist day of June, 1891, and this date, @ petition
from the fishermen and others of Little Mimini-
gash, P.E.IL, praying for a breakwater at that
place? If =0, isit the Intention of the Government
to grant the prayer of petitioners ?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  Such a petition was
received on the 2nd of June, Tt is still hefore the
Government, undisposed of,

RIDEAU CANAL RESERVE LOTN

Mre. LANDERKIN asked, How many lots, on the
Rideau Canal reserve surrounding the basin, are
occupied as piling ground by My, John Heney 7
How long has he occupied them, and what rent per
lot does hie pay yearly ”

Mr. DEWDNEY. M. Heney occupies lots
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, part of 7, part of 8, 9, and
part of 10, all on the west side of the canal. These
fots were in possession of the Montreal & Ottawa
1886,
I
have no relisble information as to the length of
time that he has occupied them, but 1 helieve
about 25 years. He pays no rent to the Depart-
ment of Interior.

Mr. LANDERKIN asked, Have any of the
Ordnance lots on the Ridean Canal reserve sur-
romeling the basin been transferred to the Depart-
ment of Public Waorks? If so, how many., vhen
and why ¥ By whom are they now used, for what
purpose, and what rent is received for them ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. Lots 15 and 16 on the west
side of the cunal reserve, and also the land lying
between lots 16 and the Sappers Bridge, were
transferred to the Public Works Department by
Order in Council of the 13th December, 1886, for
the purpose of erecting w Custom-house aml an
examining warehouse thereon. These lamls wre
now vested in the Department of Public Works for
the purpose of providing additional Custom-house
and examining warehouse accommodation if found
necessary, and of course no rent is paid, there-
fore, by that department. i

Mr. LANDERKIN asked, What is the total
rent per year received from tenmants on QOrdnance
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land on the Ridean Canal reserve surrounding the
basin ¥
Mr. DEWDNEY.

The amount is X1,167.25.

ROYAL COMMISSIONS.
Mr. LANDERKIN asked, How many Royal

Commissions have been issued since Confederation ?
For what purposes were they issued? What subjects
did they enquireinto? What was the date of issue
in each case?  What was the cost of each and the
total cost of all, including printing _

Mr. CHAPLEAU. 1 thik this information
shoulld be called for by an Address, as it will take
a long time to collect the papers from the various
deparunents.

Mr. LAXDERKIN. If you will allow this to
go as a notice of an Address, [ would like to add
the niumes of the commissioners in each case.

Mr. CHAPLEAU. I am to-day sending notict
to the different departinents where these commis-
stons have been issued, and T will give the inforni-
tion as seon as it comes,

MILITARY COLLEGE AT KINGSTON.

Mr. TROW (for Mr. Avvyot) asked, How many
cadets have attended the Military College at
Kingston since its foundation and received their
diploma * What has been the total cost of the
college to the Dominion since its foundation ? How
much does it cost the Dominion yearly to maintain
the college * How many pupils of the college were
granted their diploma during the scholastic year
189091 *

Sir . ADOLPHE CARON. 309 cadets have
attended the Royal Military College at Kingston,
since its foundation, and 175 have received their
diplomas. The total net cost of the college to the
Dominion since its formation is §768,197.48.  The
average annual net cost of the college is 48,012,
ighteen cadets of the college were granted their
diplomas in the year 1890-91.

WAYS AND MEANS.

House again resolvedl itself into Committec of
Ways and Means.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. FOSTER moved :

That towards making good the Supply granted to
Her Majesty, on uu account of certanin expenses of
the Public Service, for the financini year ending the 30th
of Juue, 1802, the sum of 310,3%7,689.17 be granted out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund of Canada,

Resolution reported and concurred in.

SUPPLY BILL.

Mi. FOSTER moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No. 167) for granting to Her Majesty certain sums
of money required for defraying certain expenses
of the Public Service for the tinancial year ending
30th June, 1892, and for other purposes relating to
" the Public Service.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

House again resolved itself into Committee on
Bill (No. 120) to amend the Acts respecting the
North-West Territories.

24, 1891.]

{In the Committee.)

Mr. DEWDNEY. The second cluuse was
allowed to stand for two purposes: one, in order
that the schedule might he prepared, and also, I
think, with reference to the application made by
the hon. member for West Assiniboia (Mr. Duaviu)
regarding the police. Instead of repealing the whole
of section 2, T would ask that only a portion be
repealesdd. I propose to leave that portion which
suys that the members of the Assembly shall receive
{500, as it is.  With regard to the schedules, it is
proposed to give the Assembly twenty-six members
instead of, as heretofore, twenty-two members aned
three experts. That will carry out the proposition
of the hon. member for Alberta (Mr. Davis) hy
adding two to Alberra, one to the Saskatchewan
and one to Assiniboia, which will make the total
number twenty-six. I have laid on the Tablea plan
showing the division of districts proposed under
this Bill : and as I informed the hon. member for
Bothwell (Mr. Mills), we have to provide for
an election which takes place in the course of a
month or two, it will be for Parlivment to say
whether, in the future, the division of districts
should be left to the Assembly. I think there
would ‘he no objection to that.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I think in the future
it ought to be left to the Assembly.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.  We ought to deciilde
the number of members.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Why?

Nir JOHN THOMPSON.  The number may he
indetinitely enlarged, and we have to pay them.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). If they hadonly a fixed
amount of money appropriated, the more they
multiplied the members, the less they would get.

Nir JOHN THOMPSON. The Act says they
shall get so mueh each. I think it vight to allow
them to alter the Loundaries of the districts.

Mr. O'BRIEN. Dol understand the Minister
of Justice to say that the Assembly will be allowed
to alter the houndaries at any time?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. That is what is pro-
posed.

Mr. CHARLTON. This Bill provides for a
Legislature of 26 members. Is there any provision
for a future increase ? ‘

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Noj; that is what we
were discussing, and I was urging that that should
be kept in the hands of this Parliament to arrange
from time to time, so that the number should he
definite, but that we should give them power to
alter the boundaries of the electoral districts.

On section 10,

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I am astonished that
the hon. member for East Assiniboia (Mr. Davin)
does not suggest some other name instead of Moose
Jaw. That is the translation of an Indian name,
and T am sure that it must grate harshly upon the
exquisitely fine ear of the hon. gentleman. I will
suggest that it be called Davin’s Jaw.

Mr. DAVIN. The name is taken from a stream
called the Moose Jaw. I believe it is the transla-
tion of an Indian word, but it is very appropriate,
because the stream forms an outlet very like that
of a moose jaw. But I object to Davin's Jaw for
this reason—that we intend to have mills on the
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Moose Jaw, and if we have Davin's Jaw, probably
some Mills would be afraid to go there.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).  Ithink the hon. gentle-
man will be content us long as the mills go after they
are there.

Mr. DAVIN. I wish to call the attention of the
Government to a matter I raised in committee the
other day. and it is a subject I dealt with on a
motion for the first reading of the Bill to amend
the Dominion Lands Act. It has relation to the
clause that limits section 13, The Bill reads :

7. Section thirteen: of the Act is hereby repealed, and
the following is substituted therefor :—

*13. The Legislative Assembly shall, subjeet to the pro-

visions of this Act. or of any other Act of the Parliament
of Cunada in furce in the Territories, have powerto make
ordinances for the Government of the Territories in rela-
tion to the classes of subjects next hercinafter men-
tioned.”
Sub-section 6 has reference to the incorporation
of companies for tervitorial objects, with the
following  exceptions :  *‘railway, tramway,
steamboat, canal, transportation, telegraph, and
telephone and irvigation companies.”™ T called the
attention of the Govermuent to this, as I thought it
was unwise to limit the power of the Legislative
Assembly in regard to railway or tramway, and
other such companies, and, if I may refer to what
I said on the motion for the first reading of the
+ Dominion Lands Act, T may say that I pointed out
that the United States was accustomed to give
grants of lands for railway purposes to these terri-
tories and I instanced especially Minnesota. An
hon. gentleman who is always well informed on
railway matters, and who is especially well
informed on matters connected with the United
States, questioned the accuracy of the statement.
Now, Sir, as a matter of fact the Territory of
Minnesota obtained grants of lands from Congress
to the extent of 4,051.140 acres for the purpose of
giving lands to railways, and the advantage that
has accrued to them is very great, because
Minnesota derives a lurge revenue at the present
time from a certain percentage which that State
is entitled to on the net profit. I do not intend
to move in this matter, but I call the attention of
the Government to it. that perhaps we err on the
side of not giving more power to the Legislative
Assembly. T do not see that it would be any harm
to give it the power to incorporate railways, tram-
ways and irrigation companies. I call the attention
of the Government to it hecause they may have to
deal with the territories at some future session, and
I think it would be well to consider whether the
power to incorporate small railway companies
should not he given to the Assembly ; and whether
it woulld not be well, also, to do what was done in
the case of Minnesota, and place at their disposal
a certain amount of land which they could give to
the railways.

Bill reported, and read the third time and passe:l.

INLAND REVENUE ACT.

Resolutions reported from Committee of \Ways
and Means (18th inst.) concurred in and referred
to Committee on Bill (No. 116) to further amend
the Inland Revenue Act.
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Bill considered in Commniittee, and reported.
Mr, Davix,

BEET-ROOT SUGAR BOUNTY.

Resolution revorted from Committee of the
Whole (17th inst.) respecting the payment of a
bounty to the producers of raw beet sugar pro-
duced in Canada, concurred i,

Mr. FOSTER moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No. 168) to encourage the production of beet-root
sugar.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

THE GENERAL INSPECTION ACT.

Bill (No. 163) to amend the General Inspection
Act, was read the second time, and House resolved
itsclf into Committee.

(In the Committee.)

On section 1,

Mr. COSTIGAN.  After a great deal of careand
consideration, very high grades have been fixed for
the inspection of grain grown in our country,
especially in the North-West and Manitoba, which
were justified by the character of the wheat gene-
rally grown there, taking the average crops. It is
very important that the grades so fixed shall have a
permanent character and not be changed from time
to time, according to the growth of any particular
year. The grades tixed may be higher than those
fixed in Chicago. We have. one grade not fixed
there at all, callel Extra No. 1 hard wheat, Tt
oceurs sometimes, from causes over which we have
no control, that a large portion of the crop may
not come up to the general average : and if in-
spected according to the standard tixed.a large por-
tion of grain would range very low indeed. Applica-
tion is then made at once to lower our grade ; and we
have thought it better to maintain the standard
fixed, to be known as the official standard of the
country, but to meet the requirements of a special
season when, owing te drouth and other causes, the
crop would not come up to such anaverage, samples
may be selected of that particular season’s growth
and grades fixed, to be known as commercial grades,
giving a commercial value, and the grains would
go on the market in that way, the official standard
remaining: untouched.

Mr. LAURIER. I suppose this legislation is re-
quired by the boards of trade of the North-\West ?

Mr. COSTIGAN. Yes; and generally by every

one interested in the crop there.

Mr. SPEAKER. The difficulty may arise that
in establishing a grade for a special year, you may
lower the general standard of the wheat grown, It
seems to me, unless there is a general demand for
this Bill, it is not the kind of legislation we should
pass.

Mr. LAURIER. I suppose the best rule, under
all circumstances, is to follow the advice of those
interested. I would not venture my judgment
against that of the boards of trade of Winnipeg
and the other towns in the North-West, who are
best competent to give an opinion.

Mr. MACDONALD (Winnipeg). I would in-
form the leader of the Opposition that this change
is made at the request, not only of the hoard of
trade of Winnipeg, but of the boards of trade of
all the other towns of Manitoba and the North-
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West. Mr. Bell, the secretary of the Winnipeg |according to circumstances. If you have a crop

Board of Trade and also of the grain exchange at
that place, came down here a short time ago asking
on hehalf of those boards for this special grading.
1 do not profess to understand the guestion myself,
but, as the leader of the Opposition has said,
I suppose the boards of trade are best qualified to
deal with it.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I suppose the object of
tixing standards for grain is to obtain a standard
by which you can compare the grain of the North-
West with grain all over the world, where it is
grown for the market. If you fix a special grade,
then it seems to me it does not mean anything. 1
caunot see what purpose it is intended to serve. If,
for instance, the wheat is uuripe. or frozen, or
affected in some particular way so that you cannot
classify it as under first, or second, or any other
grade, I suppose it would be sufficiently designated
hy mentioning its defect, but I do not see how you
are going to classify it so that it will be to any ad-
vantage to the agriculturist or to any other in-
terested in it as an article of merchandise.

Mr. COSTIGAN. I may say that Iam influenced
specially in this matter by the opinions of those
who ought to know about the requirements of that
country, the boards of trade.  We have our grades
established so high, that in special years a very
large proportion of the crop wounld be wrejected
according to those grades. We have either to make
an exception and leave the high standards un-
touched and permanent, making this exceptional
ruling for a special crop, or we have to lower the
general grades which Parliament has estawus.. :d,
which would have a very bad effect.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). You would not have
to come down in the standard.

Mr. COSTIGAN. Yes: because these grades
are fixed at the request of the North-West people
themselves in order to meet the average crop of
that country, which is an excellent crop, as hon.
gentlemen know, inquality, inweight, in colour, and
everything of that kind. Parlianment has miule the
grades higher in the North-West than they are in
Chicago. Now, if we do not agree to the sugges-
tion in this respect, not to give theotticial character
of inspection to this kind of grain, but to make
this a commercial grade for a special purpose and
only for that one season, you will have to abandon
the high grades under all circumstances.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Why should you touch
the grades if you fix the standard according to the
quality of the crop? If this does not come up vo
that standard it is not the less an article of mer-
chandise, but is of an inferior quality, which the
purchaser is able to judge for himself. You do not
help him in the least by undertaking to fix an arti-
ficial grade which he cannot compare with any-
thing else. He must see the grain itself before he
can judge.

Mr. CHARLTON. We are not likely to have
‘the grading of wheat in the great markets of the
world affected by the views of the boards of trade
of Winnipeg and the little towns in the North-
West. Wheat is graded in Chicago, in New York,
in Liverpool and the other markets of the world,
and the grading is established there, and it is
absurd to suppose that you can establish a stan-
dard which is fluctuating and goes up and down

of frosted wheat one year and very little No. 1
hard, you are proposing to make special standards
for that year. Thatis a perfect absurdity. The
wheat has to be sold in the markets of the world
on the established grade in those markets, and
you cannot make any grading in the North-Wess
which will mitigate the results of not having your
wheat up to the standards of the corn markets of
the world.. You may adopt the ordinary standards
of grading, and I think the adoption of any other
rule will beget mischievous consequences.

Mr. TROW. 1 think any rule adopted by
Pacliament for the grading of wheat in the North-
West has a tendency to an imposition on the
settlers and is altogether in favour of the buyers,
who take advantage of those who sell on account
of the grading. :

Mr. CHARLTON. 1t is like a scheme to make
a fiat dollar serve the purpose of a coin. I think
the Minister of Inland Revenue had hetter let the
usages of the world apply to the North-West, and
I believe he will find it will be to the advantage of
that country. . ‘

Mr. DAVIN. 1 think my hon. friends are en-
tirely mistaken as tothe way in which this clause
woull operate. Last year we had a good crop in
the North-West, and we had a large amount of
very peculiar wheat. It had not filled out in con-
sequence of the absence of June rains, and some of
the buyers at first graded it as if it was frosted
wheat. They graded it low. By-and-bye, it went
over to England, and there it was found to be of
the very first quality, but it was only late in the
season that anythiug like & proper price was given
for this wheat. If we had had this legislation
then, that wheat could have been graded specially
in the way provided for in this clause. Nearly
every year we have wheat in the North-West that
should be thus specially graded, and I know that
in my constituency there is a strong desive to bave
such legislation as this passed.

Mr. McMULLEN. I think this is very danger-
ous legislation. I would like to know if the Boavds
of Trade of Toronto and Montreal and other places
throughout this Dominion have been consulted in
relation to this matter. We are not here to legis-
late simply in the interests of Manitoba and the
North-West or what they may conceive to be their
interests, but weare legislating here in the interests
of the whole Dominion. This grain which may he
marked No. 1 of this Dominion under an enact-
ment passed here, may grade very much lower
when it is placed on the commercial boards in
Toronto, Montreal and other points, and I think it
is going to militate against the success of the North- -
West rather than in its favour to pass this provis-
ion. I agree with the member for Perth (Mr. Trow)
that the members of the boards of trade and those
who deal in wheat in the North-West will take the
advantages which this Bill will give them in secur-
ing from the producers their wheat at perhaps a less
price than they otherwise would do.

Mr. COSTIGAN. He did not say that.

Mr. MACDONALD (Winnipeg). It will operate
the other way. :

Mr. McMULLEN. I cannot see how that can

be. Why should we introduce legislation affecting
only the North-West ? I should like to know if
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there is any legislation in the United States affect-
ing Dakota and Minnesota alone.

Mr. COSTIGAN. I think the member for Sonth
Perth (Mr. Trow) ought to support this Bill. He
suys the system, so far, has been in favour of the
buyer and to the detriment of the seller. Here is
a case where a large proportion of the crop, as

stited by the member for Assiniboia (Mr. Davin) !

does not come up to the standard, and the farmer
is at the mercy of the buyer becuuse his wheat
will not grade at the standard.  But for this ex-
ceptional circumstance we propose that the seller
shall not be at the mercy of the buyer, and that
the wheat which will not come umder the higher
grades shall have a special classitication for that
one year.  The hon. gentleman says we onght not
to legislate for the North-West specially, but the
hpn. gentlemen representing that section of the
country all say they desive this legislation. It has
been pressed upon my notice, and has passed the
Senate, and now comes here.  There has been no
objection to it from any quarter.

Mr. McMULLEN. I would like to get an
answer to my question. 1 asked the hon. gentle-

man if the proposition had been submitted to, or

recommended by, the Boards of Trade of Montreal

and Toronto : or has there been special legislation ;

of this kind with regard to the North-Western
States 7

Mr. COSTIGAN. 1donot know anything about
the legislation of the North-Western States.

Mr. MeMULLEN.  With regard to the Boards
of Trade of Montreal and Toronto ¥

Mr. COSTIGAN. 1 do not know that they. ex-
pressed any opinion on the subject.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell): The hon. member for
West Assiniboia (Mr. Davin) says they did not
obtain a proper price for their grain, although it
was perfectly good and was of excellent quality,
but it had been injured by the summer drought :
that is, the wheat had matured, but it was shrunk.
Well, under the existing provisions that grain
would be graded as sound wheat, but it would not
be graded as first-class wheat ; certainly it would
not rank along with wheat that was immature and
had suffered from frost. If it were graded it
would simply show the incompetence of those who
had graded wheat in the North-West, it would not
show anything else ; it would not show that some-
thing novel and special was required. The state-
ment of the hon. gentleman only shows that the
work is imperfectly done under the law as it is,
not that further legislation is needed. Tam at a
loss to understand why ‘you undertake to make
special grades. What is the object? Sarely, if
there is a certain year when grain is frosted, when
it is not matured, there ought to be a grade
for that, and whenever a need occurs, whenever
that sort of wheat is put upon the market, there
should be a standard by which it might he tried.
The hon. gentleman proposes by this legislation to
create a special grade for a particular year, by
which you could not compare the wheat that was
put upon the market under that grade with any
grain elsewhere; there will be no possibility of
doing that. Certainly in this matter the iaw mast
adjust itself to circumstances, not circumstances
to the law. You are oblized to apply the same
rules in Canada that are applied in the United

Mr. McMuLLEN. , . ‘

i

States, that are applied in Russia. You cannot
make a different rule, because when the grain goes
to the markets of Europe where it is required for
consumption, it will be judged by the standard
that exists there: and you cannot wmuke any
standard that will be of any value, because it will
only enable unscrupulous buyers to take advantage
of the agricultural popuvlation that have such grain
for sale.

Mr. COSTIGAN,  This is entirely in the interest
of the agriculturists, and against unserupulous
buyers.

Mr. CHARLTON. How would the Minister of
Inland Revenue look upon a proposition arbitrar-
ily changing the grading of sugar under the present
arrangement of the Dutch standard, and making
an exceptional grade of sugarapplicable to a certain
province ¥ It would be a piece of absurdity, yet it
would be exactly on the same line as this pro-
pused legislation. Here is the article of wheat
which is known in all the markets of the world by
certain qualities, certain grades, al it is impossible
to change that when it reaches the ultimate market ;
and if you interfere with that grading in Manitohu,
or the grading that will Le applied to wheat in
England, you are simply working mischievous con-
sequences, and will do nobody any good. The idea
of making special legislation in this matter appli-
cable to one province, is, in my opinion, i wrong
principle altogether. You might just as well intro-
duce in one provinee a different standard of weights
and measures instead of having it uniform through-
out the Dominion. I think we had better
retrace the steps we have taken here, and conclude
that the grading of wheat, which is customary in
the markets of the world, we cannot interfere with
in this House. We cannot make of frosted wheat
in Manitoba a No. | wheat, we cannot make No. 2
wheat No. 1 wheat, we cannot by legislation
change the quality of wheat, we cannot change the
grading that wheat will receive when it goes into
the markets of the world, and consequently we had
better let the matter alone. :

Mr. MACDONALD (Wiunipeg). I o not think
some of the hon. gentlemen opposite who have
spoken on this question nnderstand the real scope
of this Bill. There is no intention of having frozen
wheat called No. 1 hard—that is not thought of
for a moment. The fact is that in certain years in
the North-West a part of the crop has been caught
by frost, or has deteriorated in valueinother ways.
In the past that wheat has been graded just as
this Act proposes that wheat now shall be graded,
that is to say, it is known as No. 1, No. 2
and No. 3, with the word ¢ commercial 7 added.
It is not understood by anyone there that *~No. 1
commercial” means **No. 1 hard.” The only
object in asking for this legislation now is that,
whereas in the past these grades known as commer-
cial grades have been well known to the trade there.
The inspectorlias felt uncertain as to whether he was
justiﬁeqll in issuing certificates grading the wheat
according to these commercial grades. - If these
rrades are not established, this wheat has to be
%eft ungraded altogether, and the consequence is
that the farmer, whom houn. gentlemen opposite
are so anxious to protect, is the very one who suf.
fers, because instead of having his wheat graded,
he is obliged to sell it by sample, which 1s very
much to the advantange of the buyer. As long as
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the wheat is sold by sample it is impossible for the
farmer, or for the man who buys from the farmer,
anild wishes to export it, to get it stored in any
clevator.  His wheat, if stored, can ounly be taken
in by the car load and cannot be dumped into
the large bins in which they store graded wheat,
and the consequence is that he has practically to
send on a car load of wheat as svon as purchased to
whatever point it is destined for, having first sent
the sample ahead, and in that way the farmer is
very much at the merey of the purchaser ; whereas
if these commercial grades were established, which
are understomd by the trade just as well as No. ]
or No. 2 hard, this would not he the case and the
geller would obtair: a fair price. The only change

that is nuude now is to recognize the certiticates which ¢

arealready given by the inspectors appointed by the
Government.  The western boards of trade are
very much interested in this, they are not interest-

esteld in getting a fair price for the wheat purchas.
ed in that country, but they think, and appar-
ently with unanimity, that the interest of the
country would he hetter served by having this
legislation passed. I have no doubt at all that
those hon. gentlemen who have taken different
views are perfectly honest in their opposition to
the measure, and -believe that it will injure the
country; or will cause confusion in the grading of
wheat.  But I am of opinion that the members of
boards of tra:le there, who have considered this
matter very carcfully for several years past, are
-quite as competent, and perhaps even a little more
competent, to judge of this measure than either
the gentlemen who have spoken or myself, or
perhaps any other member of the House. I would
simply submit that this legislation has not been
proposed  without being asked for, and asked
for by those nmost deeply interested in the matter,

Mr. TROW. These grades in question are only
known to the buyers. A farmer in Manitoha or
the North-West knows nothing about them, and is
only guided by the decision of the buyer. The
buyer has, therefore, an opportunity to impose on
the seller, because the farmer is not prepared to
say as to how his grain should be rated, whether as
No. 1, 2, or 3, and, of course, the buyer can impose

on him hy saying that his wheat is not No. 1 as he |

supposed, but No. 2, and the farmer will thus only
receive the price of No. 2. Under other circum-
stances the farmer would be able to compare his
wheat with that of his neighbour and draw a com-
parison of the value of his products.

Mre. McMULLEN. 1 regret that.the Minister
of Inland Revenue has not submitted this-Bill to
the different, boards of trade of the Dominion,
-especially as this legislation is of a peculiar charac-
ter, affecting only Manitoba and the North-West.
I do not challenge the statements of the hon. mem-
ber for Winnipeg (Mr. Macdonald). For my pan,
I would be very reluctant to stand in the way of
any legislation of interest to the farmers of the
North-West as well as other sections of the coun-
try ; but, at the same time, we should, in passing
legislation of this kind, see that we are not jeopar-
dizing any interests of the I'ominion. I hold that,
under this' Bill, Manitoba No. 1 may he graded
either as commercial No. 1 or as standard No. 1.
How is a man who buys flour to know, when he
sees it stated to be Manitoba No. 1, whether it

‘heen sent ju its favour.

ed in seeing the farmer cheated ; they are inter- ! usually look after the interests of the farmers as

is No. 1 hard or No. 1 commercial? He may thus
purchase flour of second class (uality instead of No.
1 hard. This legislation will have a very serious
effect on the manner in which flour is bought and
sold.  No. I Manitoba hard brings the highest price
of any flour in Ontario. Suppose that a miller in
the North-West tinds, that by the passage of this
Act, he can place on the Ontario market a large
quantity of flour ground from No. 1 commercial
wheat, how is the buyer gning to know whether
the wheat is of that quality or of No. | hard?
Such legislation gives an improper advantage to the
millers. S

Mr. LANDERKIN. If this Bill is going to im-
prove the condition of farmers, I should like toask
the Minister if they have petitioned in its favour?
Farmers understand their business, and if the Bill
is in favour of their interests, petitions will have
Boards of trade do not

much as people imagine. A\ few yecars ago on mat-

ters affecting the farmers of the North-West they

petitioned very numerously. If they have peti--
tioned in this case, the petition will be in charge

of the Minister, and we shall be glul if he will let

us know the facts.

Mr. COSTIGAN. I do not think it necessary
that the statements of every member should be
hacked up by petitions. No one asked the hon.
gentleman during his speeches this session whether
he had petitions behind him backing up the state-
ments he made.  The hon. gentleman has already
heard that the people of the North-West desire
this legislation, and that the boards of trade in all
the towns and cities of the North-West desire it.
He might also take it for granted that the state-
ments made by members from that part of the
country fairly represent the views of the farmers.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Why does the Minister
bring forward the fact that the hoard of trade
wished the legislation, when he finds fault with me
for asking if petitions have been received from
farmers? Why did he complain of my question ?

Mr. COSTIGAN. I did not complain.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Yes, you certainly have
been complaining.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order.

gentleman must address the Chair.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I had almost lost sigh.t of
the Chair, because I was looking at a Minister who

The hon.

'is very much bigger than the Chairmnan.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Does the Minister pro-
pose to adopt any provision to prevent flour manu-
factured from No. 1 or 2 commercial grade being
confounded with No. 1 and 2 regular standard,
and what are the regulations he proposes, hecause
this Bill is a declaration to all the world that
Manitoba and the North-West prodiice frozen
wheat ? '

Mr, COSTIGAN. If there were any danger of
that happening which the hon. gentleman suggests,
I would be prepared to adopt safeguards. I do
not, however, think there is any such danger. If
flour is produced from frozen or unripe wheat the
inspection must be faulty if it should not be classi-
fied accoriling to the grade to which it belongs.
No classification is given to the wheat ground, but .
to the flour prodnced, and if the flour is No. 1 it is
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so graded, irrespective of the wheat from which it
is manufactured.

Bill reported, and read the third time and passed.
WEIGHERS OF GRAIXN.

Bill (No. 164) to make further provisions respect-
ing Weighers of Girain was read the second time,
aml House resolved itself into Committee.

{In the Committee.)
Mr. COSTIGAN. This Bill

an unimportant change, and I believe there will
not be much discussion on it. As the law now
stands, the boards of trade have power given them
Ly this Parliament to issue licenses, after examin-
ation, to qualified persons authorizing them to
weigh.  They have petitioned now that at the
most important points of shipping, weighers might
he appointed by the iovernment on their recom-
mendation, and this Bill provides that, in certain
cases where it is deemed advisable, on the petition
of the hoard of trade for the locality, the GGovern-
ment can appoint i nominee of the hoard of trade.
The Bill further states that the inspector or assist-
ant inspector, on the recommendation of the hoard
of trade, would be eligible for that position.

Bill reported, and read the third time and passed.
SECOND AND THIRD READINGS.

Bill (No. 162) to correct a clerical error in the

Act 53 Vic., chap. 81, respecting the Great North-

West Central  Railway Company. —(Sir  John
Thompson.)

LAND GRANTS TO RAILWAYS,

}n'nvi«les for only

On the Ovder, receiving Report of Comnnittee of
Whole on a certain proposed resolution (30th July)
respecting the expediency of amending the Act to
authorize the granting of subsidies in land to cer-
tain Railway Companies,

Mr. DEWDNEY moved :

That the said resolution be amended by striking out
all the wonls after the word * railway?” in the fifih line
to the end of the reselution, and inserting the following
words instead thereof: “ from the town of Calgary, in the
District of Albertu.in the North-West Territories, to a
point in or near Township twenty-nine. Riange twenty-
three. west of the 4th Meridian, a distanee of ubout fifty-
five miles.”

Mr. CHARLTON. Has the line been surveyed,
and is the distance accurately known ?

Mr. DEWDXNEY. Yes; the line has been
located.

Mr. McMULLEN.
built ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. No; no portion of it has been
built ?

Mr. McMULLEN.
what is the character of the land along that rail-
way ? It appears to me that we are giving away
very large tracts of lands in the North-West to
railway companies. At the time of the inception
of the scheme for the construction of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, we were assured by the late First
Minister, and by other Ministers, that by this year
we should huve received not less than £70,000,000
from that country from all sources to recoup this
Dominion for the money it has expended on that

Mr. CosTicAN,

Is there some portion of it

I would like to ask, also,"

road. Ever since, however, we have been giving the
Government power to donate enormous tracts of
lands to all the railway companies that choose to-
apply for them. I donot know the character of
these lands. They may be good farming or ranch-
ing or coal lands ; and if s, it seems to me that
the prospect of opening up such a country to tratfic
ought to be a suflicient inducement to any railway
company to construct a line 53 miles long throngh
a comparatively level country, without asking us
for a grant of 6,400 acres per mile. I think a return
should be brought down giving us some idea of
the quantity of land we have given away in this
manuer, and the quantity that we still have availa-
ble for settlers.  Will all the grants that we have
given to colonization companies, ranching companies
and railway companies, it appears to me that
the land which was intended to recoup us for the
enourmous sums which we have spent for the
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway is
dwindling down to very small proportions, and that
the country will find that the resources upon which
we have been depending to relieve this Dominion
of the burdens it has undertaken, have been frit-
tered away. The hon. member for West Assini-
bhoia (Mr. Davin) appears to be tickled at the
remarks I am making. As one of the representa-
tives of the North-West, he seems to he delighted
that it is getting all it wants, while the poor tax-
payers of the other parts of the Dominion have to
pay the piper. That has been our experience in
the past, and it is likely to continue so. I consi-
der it my duty to raise this objection, whatever
others may do.

Mr. DEWDXNEY. This 1s an old line, which
hag had this land subsidy for two or three years,
and this resolution is only to transfer the subsidy
from a line from Cheadle station to a line from
Calgary.

Mr. CHARLTON. It isalways diflicult to protit
by the experience of anybody else: everybody
generally has to learn from his own experience.  If
we could profit by the experience of the United
States in subsidizing railways with land grants, it
would be a very goold thing for us. The United
States have gone through the siune experience as we
are going through, but on a larger scale. A large
portion of the public domain of the United States
has been granted to railway corporations': and that
experience has demonstrated that atleasttwo-thirds
of those land grants were useless, hecause the rail-
ways for which they were given would have been
built withoutthem. We are following in the same
course. We have not the same kind of lobbying at
Ottawa which used to prevail at Washington ;%mt. :
we have something nearly akin to it. Wehavethe
chartering of railway companies, formed not for the
purpose of building railways, or with any intention
on the part of the corporators to put their own
money into them, but only for the purpose of getting
a charter and a land grant so that they can trade
on them and sell them to other parties who may he
willing tobuild the road. If we adopted the policy
in this country of waiting until the actual hond fide
railway constructer wished to huild a railway, we
would no doubt save to this country vast areas of
land, and would secure for this country just as
good and rapid railway developmentaswe willunder
the present arrangement. I believe we are utterly
reckless in frittering away that great heritage of



4309 [AUGUST

the people and of the future, the public lands of the
North-West. I believe we are not doing our duty
to the present or to the future. We are not acting
with common sense and prudence in this matter,
but rvecklessly ; and Parliament is lending itself to
furthering the purposes of mere speculators and
schemers. I do not know that I have anything to
say in regard to this particular Bill, but 1 believe
we should exercise the greatest caution in this mat-
ter. We have gone too fast and too far, and there
is great force in what the hon. member for Welling-
ton said.  We are squandering the inheritance of
the people.  We are giving away the lands of the
North-West : we are giving these lands away in
blocks that would alinost constitute a principality
and o, kingdom, and we require to act more slowly
in this matter.  The country, when it needs railway
accommodation, will get it The idea of projecting
lines away in the wilderness, hundredsof miles, and
giving large land grants, and then waiting for the
corstruction of these lines until some degree of
settlement renders them necessary, and allowing
the companies that first obtain the charters to part
with their charters to men who will actually build
the road, is acting in anticipation of the wants of
the country and on a principle entirely foreign to
those of judicious business operations.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).  Perhaps the hon. Min-
ister will tell us how much of the land appropria-
tion to which the Canadian Pacitic Railway is
entitled has already been taken up, and how much
yet remains to be expropriated from the Crown
domain?

Mr. DEWDYNEY. I think last year I gave the
exact informrition as to hew the Canadian Pacific
Railway land grant stood. Tt is now in the same
position, except that the balance of their land has
10 be selected by the 1st January, 1892, They had
up to last year selected, I think, ncarly ten million
acres on the main line proper, but they have given
us no notitication of any other lands selected in
what is known as the northern reserve.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). How much have they
still to seléct 2

Mr. DEWDNEY. Between seven million and
eight million acres.  They have had inspections
made during the past eighteen months and have to
make their final selection by the end of this year.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Is there anything to
prevent their making selections within the very
limits you now propose to grant by this Bill to
another company ¥

Mr. DEWDNEY. They cannot do so, as that
land has not been reserved for them to make a
gelection from. A special reserve is luid out from
which they have to choose their land, and they
caunot take ontside these limits,

Resolution reported.

Mr. DEWDNEY moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 169) further to amend the Act 52 Victoria,
Chapter 4, to authorize the granting of subsidies in
land to certain railway companies. '

Mr. LANDERKIN. Would it be possible for
the hon. Minister, at the next stage of the Bill, to
give us an idea of the amount of lands held by rail-
way companies in the North-West and Manitoba ?

Mr. DEWDNEY. If I had known that this!

Bill was coming up to-day, I would have had that
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statement on the Table. There is another land
subsidy to be granted, and I will then give the
statement.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Not only to railways, but
to colonization companies.

Mr. DEWDNEY. There will be very little
there : but I will get that, too.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

INSPECTION OF SHIPS.

House again resolved itself into Committee on
Bill (No. 149) respecting the inspection of ships.

(In the Committee.)

Mr. TUPPER. Section 7 stood in order thav 1
might draft a section, if advisable, to carry out the
suggestion made to exempt from the operation of
the Bill vessels classed in the different bureaus or
registers. It was shown that these vessels had to
undergo very rigid inspection in order to attain
their class, and it did not seem necessary that
most of the clauses should apply to them. I pro-
pose to go back to section 3, and add to the
exempting clause the following :—

This Act shall not apply to ships classed in Lloyds’
register of British and foreign shipping, or ships classed
in any other vorporation or associntion for the survey
and register of ships, approved by the Governor in
Council, provided that it any ship ceased to be clussed as
atoresaid, it shall be subject to the cluuses of this Act.

Mr. CHARLTON. Would that apply to inland
waters ¥

Mr. TUPPER. To any part of Canada. There
are three bureaus : Lloyds, the Burecau Veritas,
and the Awerican Record ; and in not mentioning
any other than Lloyds I am following the lines of
British legislation, notably in the case of the Load
Line Act. No doubt the British Parliament con-
sidered it was not well to recognize In the same
manner foreign organizations, and hesides, new
registers may spring into existence.’

On section 7,

Mr. WELSH. There isa Government inspector
of machinery and a Government inspector of steam-
ships. I see this allows any port warden to go on
board a steamer and inspect it.

Mr. TGPPER. He has that power now in re-
gard to steamboats.  This has reference to sailing
vessels. I want to add a section to this Bill.  As
originally drafted, the Bill did not contain one of
the most importamt subjects that I wished to deal
with in sufficiently explicit langnage, and the Com-
mittee will remember. no doubt, that a number of
petitions were presented to this House in veference
to the unsafe tackle used in loading and unloading
ships, in consequence of which many aceidents
have occurred. Some very distressing ones oc-
curred last summer and the year bLefore, and lives
have been lost. The labour associations in Canada
have been very anxious that there should bhe some
legislation dealing with that subject.  Consequent-
ly, I propose to add the following as section 8 of
the Bill :— .
Every ingpector may at any time vizit any ship.
whether registered in Canada or elsewhere, and whether
i propelled wholly or in part by steam, and inspect and
{ examine the tackle, machinery or apparatus used for the
i loading or unloading thereof, and it he considers such
- tackle, machinery or apparatus defective so as to be
t dangerous to life, he shall report thereon to the Minister

|
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who may order that such tackle, machinery or apparatus
shall not be used until permitted by the Minister, and
any tackle, machinery or apparatus used in violation of
such order shall be liable to forteiture and seizure by the
chiet officer of Customs at any port, and may thercupon
be sobl in the same way and under like provisions as
goods Liable to forfeiture tor non-payment of Customs
duties, and the owner of the ship shall incur a penalty of
104, und such ship shall be liable tfor the same,

The phrascology of the clause 1s similar to that in
reference to the carrying out of the provisions re-
garding other unsafe features of a ship, and it is
quite consistent with the principle of the legisla-
tion that we should treat it as quite as important
for the safety of life that the tackle used in the
loading and unloading of a ship shall be in proper
order as anything clse.

Mr. WELSH. I think it is very necessary that
an inspection shonld be made of all the gear used
in discharging ships, and I notice that the Govern-
ment inspector of hulls, when he goes through our
ships, is very particular to see that all the gear
belonging to the ships is in perfect order : but, as
e only makes a yearly inspection, it may be that
coasters and other vessels visiting the plers occa-
sionally may have defective gear. This penalty is
very strong-—seizure, and a penalty, and so on. I
think the inspector should order its removal and
renewal, and if that is not done within 48 hours,
then he might confiscate and put what tine you like
upon it ; but if I say that a rope is worn out and
fresh vopes and fresh blocks must be obtained and
they must be replaced within 24 hours, that may
Le all right, but it is too severe and too arbitrary
to allow inyone to go on hoard and contiscate at
once.  You might give them 24 hours’ notice or 12
hours” notice : but it is going too far to give the in-
spector absolute power to condemn a thing of which
lie may not be as good a judge as the master.

Mr. TUPPER. The officer in noue of these cases
deals in that summary manner the hon. gentleman
deprecates.  The othicer has no authority to order
these things to bhe done, but he has to report fully
to the Minister of Marine and Fisheries who may
order it. The whole thing is based on the idea that
there shall be no sudden action, but that there
shall be careful enquiry.

Mr. WELSH. Then I think there is too much
red tape ubout that.  An inspector. if he is & com-
petent man, should be able to deal with that him-
self. I kuow, if I were appointed inspector and
went on board a ship, and I saw the gear was old
and ought to be condemued, I would have it taken
out. .

Mr. TUPPER. But if I had you for an inspec-
tor T would not mind that being the law. But the
trouble is that the ship-owners, and this House al-
most unanimously in committee, agreed that we
should not clothe any man with such arbitrary
authority, and the hon. gentleman will see the
«danger that, although one inspector might carry out
those instructions very well and faithfully, the
shipping interest itself is of such a character that
it is proper we should proceed with great caution,
and in the inception of this legislation it was
deemed advisable that reference should be made to
the Minister; and I may tell the hon. gentleman
that it does not mean so much the individual
who occupies that position for the time being, as it
does the nautical advisers of that department who
examine the reasons before any action is taken
against a ship-owner which may mean the imposi-

Mr. TcPprer.
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tion of a penalty. Tt is in the interest of the ship-
owner that the system is adopted which the hon.
gentleman terms “‘red tape,” rvather than the
clothing of any one officer at a port with power
which he might exercise in an arbitrary way.

Mr. WELSH. Do I understand the Minister to
sy that when an inspector goes on board a ship and
sees unfit gear in use and condemns it, the captain
of the ship must stop using that at once ?

Mr. TUPPER. No.

Mr. WELSH. Then, what is the good of it?
You may have a dozen men killed between the
time he inspects it and the time the Minister gives
his decision on 1t.

Mr. TUPPER. The hon. gentleman will see in
other clauses in reference to the safety of life, that
the responsibility is cast on the owner. But in
reference to the imposition of a fine because the
owner will not do what he is told by the inspector,
on reflection the hon. gentleman would be the first
to complain if we did not provide that the complaint
should be fully investigated.

Mr. WELSH. I do not understand it yet. I
know that under the English Inspection Act, there
ix a1 Board of Trade inspectorappointedatevery port
in Great Britain, and that inspector is at liberty to
o on hoard any ship in the port.  If he tinds any-
thing that needs to be renewed, he condemns it, he
lays a complaint at the Custom-house and the ship
has to be detained. The thing is done at once.
There is something about this I do not fully under-
stand. 1 quite agree with the principle of the Bill,
that for the safety of life and the protection of
property, you need to copapel every ship-owner to
have good and proper gear for the discharging and
loading, the hauling and mcoring of a ship. Butl
cannot understand that when an inspector goes on
board and says: This gearing is deficient. these
blocks and these ropes are worn out and are not tit
to be used and are dangerous to life and property
—1I cennot understand that the inspector has no
right to compel them to be renewed at once, but
that he hag instead first to report to the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, and in the meantime half
a dozen men may be Killed and the ship may get to
sea.

Mr. TUPP Tn nine cases out of ten the re-
pairs would be done at once.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Ithink there is a good
deal of force in what my hon. friend says. I do
not see what is to be gained by reporting to the
Minister. Ifthere is a competent officer appointed
upon whom the Minister relies for his judgment
and whom he consults, why should not that otticer
deciile directly  that the ship must be repaired
before it leaves port ; otherwise, as my hon. friend
says, she may be across the Atlantic before the
Minister is heard from, and so no useful purpose is
served by this regulation.

Mr. TUPPER. We find that our experience
under the Steamboat Inspection Act, which Act
this Bill follows, has been most satisfactory, and
it prevents the possibility of arbitrary or hasty
action on the part of the officers ; there is no ana-
logy between the circumstances in our ports and
the circumstances in English ports, for the reason
that they always have first-class competent men
for inspectors. We have some good men, it is true.
In the Steamboat Inspection Act that is the proce-
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{
~dure that is followed—the officer takes direct |

authority. When a boni fide case is brought to |
the notice of the captains they are only too glad |
to take action at once. In the Steamboat Inspec-!
tion Act, final action is not taken, nor is there a;
risk of penalty incurred, until the action of the|
department is known on report of the inspector. |

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).

party regulates him.

“Mr. WELSH. The Minister is very candid ; he
says in some ports they have got efficient men, but
he cannot say the same in all the ports. 1 quite
agree with him.  Now, suppose an ignorant and!
incompetent inspector goes on hoard a ship and |
condemns a perfectly good material, what appeal
has the owner or master of that ship for redress
for the injury that is done him by the inspector
condemning good material ¥

The interest of the

Mr. TUPPER. The sane as the ownerof a steam-
hoat has : when the inspector orders certain
things to be done, the owner has an appeal to the
department.

Mr. WELSH. A sailing vessel is guite different
from a steam vessel. 1 quite agree that in the
steamboat inspection you have got good men, and
you can depend on them. T have had a good deal
to do with these men for the last twenty or thirty
years and there are some of them upon whose
Judgment T can always depend.  But what are you
going to do with sailing vessels?

The steamboat
inspector does not inspect sailing vessels, and the
Minister adwmits that some of his inspectors for
sailing vessels are incompetent.  One of them may
go on board who does not know a good piece of rope
from a bad piece, and he causes annoyance to the
owner of the ship. I think it is very dangerous to
have an incompetent inspector, and you ought to
provide a veal remedy so that if the inspector con-
demns a good material, he shall be liable for the
damage, and the ship-owner may have some redress
against the officer who has done him the wrong.

Mz. TUPPER.

will. turn him out.

If an inspector does that, we

Committee rose ; and it being six o'clock, the
Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

House again resolved itself into Committee.
o

(In the Committee.)

On section 15,

Mr. CHARLTON. Is it intended that this Act
shall be brought into operation in one part of the
Dominion and not in the other?

Mr. TUPPER. Theobject of this clause is that
the Act shall not become law the moment it is ap-
proved, but a proclamation shall be issued which
will have the effect of giving notice to parties in-
terested. :

Bill reported.
SUPPLY.

House again resolved itself into Committee of

Supply.

(In the Committee.)
Public Buildings, Nova Scotia........5 10,00
Mr. LAURIER.
Mr. FOSTER.

public buildings.

Fxplain,
The first item is for Dominion
It is a vote for 1,000 to he

pused in effecting such repairs and improvements in

Dominion buildings at Halifax as shall be recom-
mended by the chief architect, with a view to
keeping such buildings in proper order and in gen-
cral repair.  The amount is for general repairs on
the farge buildings.

Mr. McMULLEN.  Then there has been no re-
commmendation made by the chief architect yer. It
is singular.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 do not think it is singular. All
these large buildings require every year to have
some repairs made to them.  This estimate is for
the amount of money required for the Halifax
public buildings for the current year. It is for
repairs and not for new buildings.

Mr. McMULLEN. What was the amount ex-

! pended on this building last year?

Mr. FOSTER. =1,507.68. We have, besides, the
examining warchouse and the post office, and the
total expenditure on all of these. last year, was
[3.034. In the Dominion building, the post-
master’s office was fitted up and painted. glass.
doors were put up : the post othee inspector’s office
was cleaned, painted and furnished, and oil cloth
and screens provided for the Inland Revenue office.
The walls and ceiling of the office of the assistant
Receiver  General  were  cleaned and  tinted
and the woodwork painted, and there were screens,
and carpets, and book cases, and furniture supplied.
My hon. friend will see it is for that kind ofepairs.

Mr. McMULLEN.  The money was expended
on those repairs last year, and it should not be
necessary to repeat them this year.  Is this money
to be expended for draining, or rooting, or what
else ? The inside of the building appears to have
been well attended to last year : and can the Minis-
ter tell us if this money will be spent on the out-
side this year?

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend will easily un-
derstand that these buildings reqguive some repairs.

{every year.

Mr. McMULLEN. T can understand pretty
well that it requires & considerable sum annually
to keep these buildings in repair : but while it is
guite right that Parliament should be asked to
provide for these necessary expenditures, it is well
that we should criticize them and see how the
money goes.  We are anxions to assist the Govern-
ment all we can in economising, and we want to
place you in a position to say to those who spend
the money that a strict account shall be given for
every dollar. It is well that economy should he
practised, and that we should see that none of the
money is squandered.

Mr. FOSTER. That is so.
Mr. CHARLTON. We heard no explanation

as to the vote for Syduney post office and the
Halifax immigrant building.

Mr. FOSTER. The vote of S1,000 for the
Sydney (South) post office is required to complete
the contract now under construction according to
the estimate of the chief architect. A vote of
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ing out indispensable improvements which are
urgently reguired for the reception and accommo-
dation of the large number of immigrants who
arrive at the port of Halifax.  There is also the cost
of the fitting up of the office for a direct cable
connection, and providing for incandescent lights
and furniture.  The appropriation of 85,000 for
the Dartmouth post ottice is mainly intended for
the purpose of purchasing a site for the projected
post otfice at Dartmouth, and the starting of
building operations in 1891-92.  This is a revote.

Mr. LANDERKIN.  What is the revenue from
that post oftice ?

Mr. FOSTER. Yostal revenue, 51,725 : money
orders issued and paid, S14,000; savings banks
deposit, 37,791, for year ending 30th June, 1390,

Mr. CHARLTON. How much is the estimated
-cost of the post office, including the site?

Mr. FOSTER.
here.

Mr: CHARLTON. What is the population of
Dartmonth ! '

22,500 is required by the chief architect for carry-

I have not that imformation

Mre, FOSTER. It must be four or five thousand.
Mr. CHARLTON. This system of building

post offices in little country towns, such as in the
county town of the County of Haldimand, with a
pepulation of five or six hundred, has been carried
altogether too far. I question very much the pro-
priety of the policy pursned by the Government in
building post offices in those small country towns,
where a building suitable for the purpose could be
rented at less than one-third the interest on the
money expended in erecting those public buildings.
In the United States the building of post othces
is restricted to large cities and in cities of 10,000
or 15,000 mhabitants, the department is restricted
as to the rent which should be paid for the office, so
that these Jarge expenditures arenot incurred in that
country.  We should take into account that this
is a young country, that the burdens of our people
are now excessive, that our debt is three times
greater per capita than that of our neighbouis of
the United States, and we ought to begin to get into
a line of economy in expenditure. There is cer-
tainly no feature of economy that we might practise
more readily than to do away with these large and
unnecessary expenditures for public buildings, ex-
cept where they are absolutely necessary. T have
no doubt that this is one case amongst dozens of
others, where a building suitable for the post office
could be obtained for perhaps $200 a year.

Mr. FOSTER. I do not think you could do
that in a town of this size.

Mr. WATSON.  What is the system pursued hy
the Government in crecting post offices in the dif-
ferent towns. According to the statement of the
Minister the revenue for this office is only 81,700
a year, and yet the Government will not build a
post oftice in towns where the revenue runs from
84,000 to S6,000 a year. I believe that the
question of revenue should have a great deal to do
with the erection of those buildings. I remember
recently that when an application was made to the
Postmaster General for a post office, the first thing
taken into consideration was the revenue. Now,
there ought certainly to be some rule laid down

Mr. FosTER.

that a place would be entitled to a post oftice after
the revenues reach a certain amount ; but it is
absurd to erect a post office at a place where the
revenue is only 81,600 a year, while other places
yielding 335,000 or 36,000 of revenue aré left with-
out a post otfice.

M. MILLS (Bothwell). A resolution was car-
ried through this House last year declaring that
the expenditure for public works should he made
in those places which yielded the largest revenne,
other things being equal;: but, according to the
appearance of these estimates, I do not think that
rule is being carried out.  For instance. I do not
see any appropriation for the crection of a post
oftice at’Woodstook, which is a very much larger
place, and yields a very much larger postal and
Customs vevenue, than many of those places
where buildings are being erecte:l. '

Mr. FONTER. My hon. friend will see that
this vote for Dartumouth post oflice -is a revote.
The subject was thoroughly discussed last year.
With reference to the revenue, that dves not
always show the importance of a place, so far as
postal accommodation is concerned.  For instance,
Dartmouth lies pretty close to Halifax, heing
separated from it just by water and its postal
revenue, I should imagine, is largely reduced on
that account, because. many letters written by the
people of Dartmouth are posted at Halifax, while
the delivery is at Dartmouth. Therefore, theaccom-
modation required is very much more than the
amount of postal revenue would show. I quite
admit what my hon. friend says with regard to the
town of Woodstock. It is large and important,
and I have no doubt, that in due process of time it
will receive consideration.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).
rule laid down.

~ Mr. LANDERKIN. What is the revenue of
Sydney, where you are building a post otlice ?

Mr. FOSTER. The postal revenue is 82,900, the
money orders issued S537,000, and the Customs
duties about S10,000),

Mr. CASEY. Following the remarks of my
hon. friend from Bothwell, I must point out another
instance in which the principle involved in the
resolution adopted last session should be followed.
1 think I have called the attention of the Govern-
ment five or six times at least to the clains of an
important town in my own riding, Ridgetown, a
place of some four thousand people, about midway
between St. Thomas and Chatham, about forty
miles from either, and serving a very large and
populous country. It isan outport of Customs now,
and is a much larger place than many in which
Custom-houses and post offices have been erected.
The postal revenune of Ridgetown is S3,600, larger
than that of either Dartmouth or Sydney, where
the (Government are erecting post oftice buildings.
Under these circumstances, if the resolution of last
session is to mean anything, that these public
buildings shall be distributed according to the
needs of the locality and not according to the poli-
tical complexion of the constituency, I claim that
Ridgetown ought to have a post office ; and I hope
that the Government will see their way to give it
serious consideration. I cannot promise them of
course that the representative of that riding, who-

But that is not the
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ever he may be, will give them his support in the
future : but they will be only doing an act of
justice to the old, settled, populous and wealthy
district served by this very important town.

Mr. WATSON. 1 would like to get an answer
to my question. I would like to ask the Govern-
ment on what principle they are erecting a post
oftice where the revenue is only =1,700 while the
town in which I live, which produced a revenue of
£17,053 last year, is not to get one ?

Mr. McMULLEN. It appears to me that the
rule followed by the Government in the past has
been to erect a post office in whatever coustituency
would give the Government candidate a majority of
the votes,

Mr. FOSTER. No, vou are guite wrong.

Mr. McMULLEN. In my section of the country
they o not consider it necessary to bait their hook
with a post office ; but it appears that they cannot
catch the Tories in the Maritime Provinces without
haiting their hook witha post utlice or something of
that kind.

Some hon. MEMBERS,  Oh, oh.

Mr. MeMULLEN. It is quite true, NMr. Chair-
man ; we have had too many instances of it.  We
have witnessed in this House during the last eight
or nine years the fact that the Government offered
to build a post office in any constituency which they
thought they could carry by doing so. T would
like to ask the hon. Finance Minister what other
reason he can give for building a post otfice at
Dartmouth or at Sydney, and leaving towns in On-
tario, yieldinga revenue of 87,000 or 38,000 a year,
without one. In the town in whicn I live, yielding
S4,000 a year, there is no intention of building x
pest office.  We have had a disgraceful instance of
this kind of weakness in the past. In the Provin-
ces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick they have
to bait their hook with post oftices, but our Ontario
Tories will swallow the bare hook. They will even
go Tory without a post ottice.  We have had dis-
cussions on this subject for a number of years past,
and every year it comes up afresh. Post offices
have been built where there is no morve necessity
for them than there is for a fifth wheel to a coach,
but though we have pointed this out over and over
again, the abuse has gone on just the same, and
the (iovernment deserve very severe criticism on
items ‘of this kind. We are now asked for
a revote, and this is the time to choke off this
thing.” The principle should be laid down that
whenever the receipts of a post office reach a
certain point, and then only, shall a post office bLe
erected at any particular place, if there is none
there already. At every election we have had the
Minister of Public Works going around peddling
post oftices in exchange for constituencies, and in
each case the estimated cost has been largely
exceeded. This very Napanee post oftice, which
we were told would not cost over 825,000, has cost
8£32,000. We cannot say whether there is any
McGreevyism in the matter or not, for we have not
time to investigate all the jobs that are perpetuaily
coming ‘up, furnishing primd fecic evidence for
investigation. If the hon. Minister will turn up
the estimate given the House by Sir Hector Lan-
gevin, when he controlled the Department of Public
Works, he will find that he asked our consent to
to the expenditure on the ground that this Napanee

, building would not cost over $25,000. How his
I estimatehas been borne out is shown by the fac: that
it has cost $52,000. The same with every post
office we have erected.  Some particular thing was
required to be done which has given rise to extras,
and the result is that the House has heen asked to
double its vote. And not only is that the case with
post oflices, but there is not a single railway scheme
which has heen subsidized by the Governm:nt
which has not cost 50 per cent. more than the
original subsidy, and in some cases 100 per
cent. more. Take every railway that has come
before us, aud what is the result 7 One year one
sum is asked, another year an additional vote is
required, the following year there is a further
demand, and in the end we have to pay double the
original estimate. It is the same way with dredg-
ing, and graving docks, and every other public work.
Look, for instance, at the graving docks at King-
ston, and Esquimalt, and elsewhere, all of whichhave
cost double the amount originally contemplated.
If any man, starting his career in commercial life,
could not make a closer estimate of his expenditure
he would soon find himself hopelessly sunk in
insolvency. Yet we are supposed to have the best
men employed in the departments to do our work.
We pay them high salaries, and ought to have the
best engineers, overseers, and deputy heads ; and,
no doubt, according to hon. gentlemen opposite,
we have the best Ministers the country can pro-
duce. No doubt hon. gentlemen opposite imagine
that their hatscoverthebest brains in the Dominion.
But if the men we employ cannot estimate closer the
cost of our public works than they have done in the
past it is time weshipped the wholeof them,and see if
wecannotsecurea more competenthody.  Every post
otlice built for the past eight or ten years, since 1
have been here, has cost double the original esti-
mate. After the building is up, another move has to
be made to get the inside finished, then it has to he
painted, and there are a hundred and one additions
to be made, so that although the contract does not
exceed the stipulated sum, the extras very often
exceed the contract price. According to the evid-
ence brought out hefore the Public Accounts Com-
mittee and the other committees, these extras cost
as much as the original contracts. It would be
only right that we should drop this revote, and I
would move that it be struck out of the Estimates
as unnecessary : and that we should incur no
further expenditure of this kind until such time as
the Government can decide as to what the revenue
of any place is before undertaking to erect a post
office.

Mr. FOSTER. What would you suggest as the
minimum revenue ?

Mr. MeMULLEN. I willleave the hon. gentle-
man to think that matter over, for I am sure he
would not avail himself of my assistance. If I
were to offer my services to the Government, they
probably would not accept them; and I do not
desire to cast, I was going to say, pearls before
swine.

Mr. FOSTER. Swine get into perils enough.

Mr. McMULLEN. T would suggest to the hon.
Finance Minister that he should accept my resolu-
tion and wipe out this item. It is high time that
we should put a stop to this expenditure on post
offices, and not incur any new vesponsibilities until
the Government decide that the revenue must first
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H
reach a certain figure, let it be S7,000 or 88,000 or

210,000, before erecting a building.  But when we
¢o on building post othces in places where there s
only S1O00 revenue and in others where there is
only $2800 revenue, we are acting unjustly to
those places which give a larger revenue and have
not the necessary accommodation.

Mr. ALLISON. With regard to the Napanee
post ottice, the hon. Minister informed me, in
answer to a guestion [ put to him, that the esti-
mated price was $25,000, and that it had cost over
SN0, There must have been, thevefore, 820,000
extra. I find in the Public Accounts, in connec-
tion with this building, one item charged for
sharpening mechanics’ tools.  Is it customary
for the Government,” when they let a contract,
to keep the tools in order? If -so, that item
is in order; if mnot, it certainiy should not
have been allowed. Again, I tind an item
for steps outside the building to reach the
letter box. These are three little wooden steps,
about 3} feet long each, and mechanics say they
could not have cost over 83, Yet we tind a charge
of 857 for these three little steps.  if, Nir, you will
examine the whole of that building, you will find

220,000, could not have possibly cost over S5,(00),
1 think there is excess in this matter : 1 think the
charges made are not reasonable.  Whether the
Government are to blame or are not, I am net
going to say, but certainly some one is to blame,
and the country has to pay.

Mr. O'BRIEN. I suppose we may assume that
these estimates are a legacy left to the present
Administration by what we may fairly call the late
Administration, and that the present Administra-
tion may feel hound to carry them ont. But 1 for
one feel bound to say that this sort of expenditure
which has been going on for a very long time is one
of those things in which 1 trust the present Ad-
ministration will make a very decided reform.  The
country must necessarily enter upon some degree
of economy in its expenditure, and I do not think
there can be a more desirable way to adopt than
by putting a stop to these buildings, especial-
Iy in places where everyone knows they are
given simply for political favours. 1 for one
am determined, as far as my vote goes, that
I will not support any more of such grants
as  have been passed during the last  few
vears.  We are bound to curtail our expenditure.
There are many things in regard to which we
should not curtail it, if we can avoid it, but we can
_curtail in this sort of expenditure which has been
too much indulged in during the last few years,
and I tell the Government plainly that I will not
support them in this class of expenditure, which

we must put an end to if we are sincere in desiring

to effect economy in the public expenditure. When !

the country had lots of money, when we had an

overflowing treasury and a large surplus, a little

extravagance might possibly
many public buildings might reasonably be erectedd,
although everyone knows that the expenditure in
that direction was carried to lengths which were
not juscitiable. At present, under a totally changed
condition of things, having struck off a large
portion of our revenue, having, as the Minister has
said, placed ourselves in a position where we must
economize, let us economize in these expenditures
‘Mr. McMULLEN, :

e pardoned and

which are certainly not necessary in the public
interest. Besides that, I do not propose to vote for
the expenditure of any large sums of money until
I know who is to have the expenditure of them,
and who is to be responsible for the expenditure of
that money. That ix the view which 1 intend to
take of these questions, and the action which 1
shall take will be based on those considerations,
Mr. MILLN (Bothwell). Last session. we car-
ricd a resolution laying down a general principle
with which the Government concurred. It seems
to me, judging by the Estimates which are Lefore
us, that there has been a departure from the spirit
of that resolution and that there is a4 necessity to
go further. I think this House will be wanting in
its duty to the country if it separated without
formally stating that expenditures should not take
place on public buildings where less than @ certain
amonnt of revenue is collected. We ought clearly
to athirin this priuciple, aud we onght to take away
from the Administration a discretiony  power
which enables them to expend money in places
where 2 small amount of revenue is collected. while
places where a large amount of revenue ix collected
are entively overlooked, simply because, s far as

that all the extras, for which we are charged | it is possible to judge, those places are represented

by hou. gentlemen on this side of the House, 1
think there is a great deal of foree, looking at the
expenlitures that have taken place for post otlices
and other public buildings. in the observation
made by my hon. friend from Wellington {Mr.
McMullen) that these offices have been pedidled out
by the Public Works Department and bestowed
upon constituencies that would return supporters
of the Administration.  That is a most improper
condition of things, and yet, when you look at the
expenditure that has taken place, you can come to
po other conclusion.  When you find the County
of Kent represented by a supporter of the Adinin-
istration, there is a public building crected, there
is a large sum of money expended for dredging,
that was no improvement, but led o serious
damage to property, and imposed a serious charge
upon the public revenue. Then again, in the
constituency of West Middlesex, which was repre-
sented on the floor of this House for some time by
a member of the Opposition, an appeal is made by
a supporter of the Administration who promises to
have a post office crected at Strathrey if the
electors support the Government candidate. A
supporter of the Government is retwrned, the
property is purchased, and the post office is erected,
while other places four times the size and with
ten times the revenue of Strathroy are left without
the erection of any public building, but an inferior
one is rented and considered adequate for the
public service at those places.  There is my  hon.
friend the Minister of Marvine and Fisheries.  He
has had a large expenditure on public buildings in
his county. T am told that in the town of Pictou
there is a very large public building and that the
inhabitantz of that town have under serious consi-
deration the propriety of abandoning their own
houses =ad moving into that public huilding to
live.

Me. TUPPER. Allow me to inform the hon.
gentleman that that building was constructed by
Mr. Mackenzie.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).

The hon. gentleman
knows that his town has not grown.

It has grown



backwards.  This building is quite large enough to
contain the inhabitants, and the hon. geatleman can
furnish them with fuel and light probably without
any cost to the parties. T understand also that the
hon. gentleman has promised another public baild-

ing in that town, that this vne is not adequate i
for the needs of that place. and so another is to be |

erected. The hon. gentleman ean say whether that
is 80 or not.

Mr. TUPPER.
ing in the town of Pictou.

Me. MILLN (Bothwell).
erected there :

Mr. TUPPER. T hope there will be one soon.

M. MILLS (Bothwell).  Aud what is it te be?

M:. TUPPER. 1 hope that every public build-
ing required by the necessities of the county will
e supplied by the Government : but 1 never,
cither privately or publicly. promised any public
building there.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). T suppose the hon. gen-
tleman said one was needed

Mr. TUPPER. I think one is needed.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwelli.  Of course the people
would take that te mean that the hon. gentleman
intended to carry out what he said, and, of course,
he will act up to his convictions,

Mr. TUPPER. We will see whea the time
cones.

Mr. MILLS (Bothweil). No donlst he will act up
to his views of what is needed there.

Mr. TUPPER. What item is the hon. gentle-
man discussing 7 We are not asking for a vote for
the County of Pictou.

Mr. MILLN (Bothwell).
general principle.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. That is out of ovder.

Mr. TUPPER. What is the item ?

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentleman is
the itemn just now, becanse he has laid down a pro-
position and has stated that the expenditure of a
large sum of money is necessary there, and I am
calﬁug attention to the faet that the Government.
in the Estimates before us, have departed from the
principle they atlirmed last session, that those places
which are the most populous, those places were the
largest amount of public business 1s done and the
largest amount of vevenue is collected, are the
places where public buildings should first be erect-
ed for the accommodation of the public and to meet
the requirements of the public, and that that is not
the rule indicated in these Estimates, and is not the
rule which the hon. gentleman has attivmed, as far as
his own constituency is concerned.

Mr. STAIRS. 1 think the item for the Dart-
mouth post oftice is one that should pass. If
hon. gentlemen knew the condition of the post
office at Dartmouth for many years past, they
would have no hesitation in voting this item.
Dartmouth is an important place and has an
important country surrounding it, and the people
there have been very much inconvenienced for
many years because the public building there has
not given sutlicient accommodation for the needs of
the town. I think the hon. member for Bothwell
save au very unhappy instance when he ve-
erved to the construction of & public building in
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the town of Pictou, a building which as has heen

-stated by the hono member for Pictou (Mr. Tupper),

: was constructed by the Mackenzie Government.

P Mr. LANDERKIN.  Which building do you

smean?

o Mue. STAIRS. T wean the only public building

Fin Pictoy, the Custom-house.

Mr. LANDERKIN, 1 have a return in my
hand showing that that Luilding was erected in
IN72.

Mr. NTALIRS.
myself. .

Mr. LANDERKIN. You had better get up
your hgures.

Mr. STAIRN. In reading over the Hoawsard
debates not long ago I discovered that the item
| referred to for Preton, was voted under the  Mack-
enzie Governmment, and a discussion took place upon
the construction of the Custom-house.

M. LANDERKIN. 1 rvise to a point of order,
The hon. gentleman has made a statement which is
not borne out by the books,and I wish him to vetract,

Mr. STAIRN. [ have nothing to retract. 1 said
I saw the discussion in the Hesard on the item
for a public building in Pictou, at the time the
Mackenzie Governmenut was in power.  Hf that vite
was initiated in 1872, according to the doctrine
which hon. geatlemen opposite have cnunciated
to-night, the Mackenzie Government ought to have
dropped that item. 1t has been said by the hon.
member for Bothwell that the present Government
has been in the habit of constructing public build-
ings in towns which returned members supporting
this Administration.  Now, T am guite contident
that last year the late member for Halifax (Mr.
Jones), advocated the  construction of a public
building in the town of Dartinouth, and at that
time he expected that the County of Halifax was
going to return a member to oppose this Adminis-
tration : 1 feel contident that at that time he thought
he was going to be returned himself.  Now, that
there may be no mistake in the minds of hon, gen-
tlemen'opposite as to the need of a public building
in Dartmwouth, 1 will read what was said in the last
session of Puarlinment by Mr. Jones. This discus-
sion took place upon the vote for public buildings
in Nova Seotia, when Mr. Jones was veported to
have said :

* T would like to call the attention of the hon, Minister
to the claims of Dartmouth for a post office. It is a place
of G000 or 7000 people. ind which gives a revenne of
nearly 31,700,  The building that the post office is in. ixin
a wretched condition, Considering the size ot the place,’
the people are eatitled to a respectable building.™

I saw the vote the other day

When the hon. member for Bothwell stated that
public buildings were constructed only for con-
stituencies represented by supporters of the Ad-
ministration, he was mistaken, and 1 think he will
acknowledge that in this instance, at any rate, he
wis not correct. My hon, colleague fromn Halifax
(Mr. Kenny) also advocated the clims of Dartmouth
to public buildings, in a very strong wanner, Bug
what was said iy the ex-member, Mrv. Jones, 1
think answers all the criticisms that have been put
forth this evening against the vote for the construc-
tion of public buildings in the town of Dartmouth.

Mr. CHARLTON. I have no doubt that a
great many other towns about the size of Dart-
mouth are exactly in the same condition that the
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Junior member for Halifux (Mr. Stairs) rcprcscntsl Mr. LANDERKIN. I would like to call atten-
Dartinouth to be in, that is, in a very unsatisfac- !tion to the fact that a year or two ago we
tory state. and very anxious for a public building. | laid down the principle in this House that public
Any town van feel anxious for a public building ! buildings werc only to be constructed where the
when it wants a few thousand dollars expended ! public interest demanded it. wnd that thereafter

init. But the question isx whether the town of | political considerations should not govern and
Dartmonth ix entitled to o public building, [ eontrol the Government in the selection of sites of

whether i place like Dartmonth, that gives a postal
revenue of only $1.700 a year, should receive a post
office, while a city like Wondstock, returning a
reventie of 81,0004 vear, should receive none:
or whether a little town like Cayuga, in the
county represented by my hon. friend from Haldi-
mand (Mr. Montague), yielding a revenue of
S1,400, should receive a post office, and the City of
Wamdstock should receive none ; or whether a
little country village like Hagarsville, with tive
or  six  hundred inhabitants, should receive
a port of entrey, and some place ten times its size
in a Reform constitueney should receive noue.  The
whole husinessof the appropriation for public build-
ings has heen handled by this Government purely
for party purposes.  If a town happens to e in a
riding where the expenditure of money can in-
fluence the result of an election in that riding,
public money wili be lavished upon it: hut if a
town is not in a riding where the Government can
hope to cury the election, it makes no difference
what muty be the claims of that town, how great
the revenue it returns, how strong may be its claims
upon grounds of public interest, it will zet no build-
ings.  We need & rule in regard to this matter, we
need to establish a minimum amount of pepulation
and revenue that will entitle i town toapublic huild-
ing : we neeld o name a tigure below which no town
whether in a Reform riding or in a Conservative
riding, shall receive a public building. It is my
opinion that no town shonld be entitled to have a
post oftice crected at the expense of the Government
that shows a revenue of less than 38,000 : but
here is the town of Dartmouth, with a revenue of
only $1.700, and the town of Cayuga with only
21,400, the latter with a public building aud the
formier to have one. It is the height of absurdity to
expend public money for the erection of post offices
in towns like these. And I wish to express my entire
concurrence with the reinarks made by the hon,
member for Muskoka (Mr. O Brien), remarks that
do that hon, gentleman a great deal of credit, when
he says this kind of business has gone far enough.
I think that the businessof handling appropriations
for public buildings for the purpose of producing
politicaleffect, isplayed out, and should cease hence-
forth, for it is the basest and worst form of hribery
that can be indulged in. A member that spends a
few thousand in a riding is infinitely less worthy of
blame than a Government that spends millions of
dollars for the purpose of buying ridings right and
left over the whole Dominion,
village like Dartmounth cannot be defended, and I
second the motion of the hon. member for North
Wellington that the item he dropped.  And when
we conne to other votes of the same nature we will
move that they be droppedalso. 1 propose that we
turn overa new leaf. My hon. friend the Minister
of Finance, who is very virtuous in discharging sub-
ordinates against whom improper practices have
been proven, should be virtiious enough to dro
this improper expenditure alsu, and then we will
have a little better state of things insugurated in
the matter of expenditures on public works.
Mr. CHARLTON.

Thisvote for a little

fwhere public buildings were to be placed.  (ne
 would suppose that when the Government aceepted
! that resolution, they would endeavour to conform to
{ ity but it appears tome that they have got worse in-
i stead of better. They have allowed public interest
ito go to the winds, and have allowed political
feonsiderations to govern them in the use of the
country's fund to-erect public buildings.  From
the very hour that resolution was carrvied, with the
sunction and  the approval of the Government,
almost every public building they have constructed
since has been constructed for political reasons
only. Take, for instance, towns where we have no
public huildings in Ontario. Look at the pablic
interests in those towns, look at the public consi-
derations that demand that those towns should
treceive public buildings, and see them all puassed
fover 3 while smaller  towns, deserving well in
“their way, receive more consideration than other
itowns of much greater importance. Take, for
(instance, Woodstock. The total revenue is over
| 215,000, but there is not a  public building
ferected  there.  Take Nwrnia, with a postal rve-
venue of $5,000 : no public building there.  Sarnia
is in the County of Lambton, which is represented
by my hon. friend, Mr. Lister. Wouodstock is in
the county of South Oxford. Bowmanville has a
tpostal revenue of S4,745, Oshawa 55,433, Whithy
154,233, Waterloo £4,264, Listowel 4,129, Owen
Sound $9,626, Kincardine 34,735, Ingersoll S8.554.
Ingersoll is represented by the hon. member for
sSouth Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright), and al-
{ though it has a revenue of over 88,500, yet it has
1 no building, while, forsooth, we have before us an
item for a town where the postal revenue is only
SL700 or S1LS0O, and the Government has the
audacity to come to Parliament and ask for this
vote to Dartmouth, while it passes over towns of
the importance I have named.  We are paying
deiarly for the support the Government receive
from the two members from that county. It
is time the people should wake up.  If polities
are to govern the Government on every occit-
sion, and if the public interests are to be
sacrificed for party ends, it is time we knew
it. I wonder where the hon. member for Centre
Toronto (Mr. Cockburn)is. Isaw that he had been
in Montreal and Quebee.  Why does he not come
back amnd attend to his work here? Why does he
not go to Toronto harbour and exawmine it? Why
does he not contine his operations nearer home ?
Why does he go to Montreal and Quebec to tind
fraudulent practices, when right under hisown eyes
he may sce the most gigantic frauds that have ever
bheen perpetrated ” I believe in British fair-play
and British practice, and T deprecate these prac-
tices as being disgraceful to the old flag.  Dishon-
csty in the selection of sites, and dishonesty in
public buildings, trails the old Hag in the (dust.
Hon. gentlemen opposite who uphold the old flag
at election times forget it when they are putting
up public buildings.

Mr. FOSTER. I rise to a question of order. I
think we should try to get along with business,

i
!
i
1
!




4325 [AUGUST 24, 1891.] 4326
and we will not do so unless we keep to the ques- | Mr. CASEY. Irise to a point of order.
tion in hand. T am quite sure we must have con-{ N, DEPUTY SPEAKER. Icall order. The

siderable latitude, but the hon. gentleman is going
far beyond the point of a liberal allowance.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I think the point is well
taken, and the hon. gentleman should not allow
any latitude. He has given us the vevenue of
a post office as 82,900 when it was only
2200, and now he will not allow any latitude to
me, and I mnust keep to the item. He will not
allow me to say a word ahout the member for
Centre Toronto or as to why he went down to
Quebec.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.  Order.

M. LANDERKIN.  And there was a terrible
state of things there. Tt did not matter about our
railway  subsidies—he never went there about
them——

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.  Order.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Two million dollars were
stolen at the Quebee works.  Now T am ruled out
of order in speaking of his conduct.

Mr. DEWDNEY. Order. 1f the hon. gentle-
man wants to go into a debate on thieving and
boodling he had better fight it out now. Let
him move the aldjournment of the debate.

Mr. LANDERKIN. T should not wonder if
the Minister of the Interior will have had enough
hefore we are done with him, and we have not
done with him yet. He will not desire any
fucther investigations before we are throngh with
him.  Coming back to the item, I think members
of the House should waken up to a consideration
of the fact that the public money of the country
should be expended in the interests of the people.
The money is not to be spent by boodlers, or for
boodlers, or in the interests of any Government
sustained by hoodlers or boodledom.  The public
interests and the public interests alone should dic-
tate the expenditure of public money.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Ovder. I think we
shall never get through the Estimates if speeches
are made on the whole policy of the Government on
every item. There is a motion before the Com-
mittee moved by the hon. member for North Well-
ington (Mr. McMullen) tiuat the item for the
Dartmouth public building be struck out. I should
like hon. gentlemen to stick as closely as possible
to the item we are discussing and not ramble
about.

Mr. CASEY. It is quite in orderin (iscussing
any item to point out it is part of a wrong policy
on the part of the Government.

Mr. FOSTER. Order.

Mr. CASEY. I am speaking to a point of order.
The Deputy Speaker has raised a point of order,
and I am speaking to it.  The hon. member for
Grey (Mr. Landerkin) was entirely in order in dis-
cussing the policy of the Government as applied to
this particular item, as to whether this expenditure
of money was corrupt or not. 1f the hon. gentle-
man thought the expenditure was corrupt aud that
the item should be dropped, he was distinctly in
order. I do not think it is proper for the Deputy
Speaker to interrupt a member,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order. The hon.
gentleman has no right to discuss the authority of
the chair.
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point of order has been decided. T said the hon.
gentleman had not the right on this item to speak
about Toronto and Quebee scandals and vefer to
the member for Centre Toronto. It is out of order,
and I will not allow it.

Mr. CASEY. I call attention to the fact that
my hon. friend was speaking distinetly within the
bounds of order. ‘

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order.

Mr. FORBES. I should like to say a few wonls
to justify the expenditures in the Maritimme Prov-
inces, one of which is the Dartmouth post otfice.
i The expenditure asked is a revote, which has
Palready been discussed by Parliament.  While
there is no regular principle laid down on which
money is expended on public buildings, there
have been in the past a number of cases in Nova
Scotia where money has been spent on public build-
ings. Among these several were proper and de-
served.  There are other counties in which no ex-
penditure was made but which are just as much
deserving. FException may bhe taken in certain
cases, when w rule has heen laid Jdown that a certain
revenue shall be obtained from the county hefore
a public building is erected ; but in this particular
instance the item is a revote, and there is no reason
why the expenditure should not he made in
accordance with a previous resolution of the
House. If we look at the returns in the blue-
book we will find that Annapolis has a public huild-
ing, with a postalrevenue of $2,300; the total amount
of money orders issued, S24,000; total amount of
orders paid, 219,000.  Dartmouth has a postal
revenue of 81,700 ; money ordersissued 80,0005 paid,
S4,000.  Both of these towns have public buildings
erectedat the expense of the country, and there was
no limit laid down as to what amount of revenue
should be derived from any localities before the
buildings were erected.  Liverpool, the shire town
of the County of Queen’s, has a post office revenue
of 51,830, total amount of money orders issued
£30,700, total amount of money orders paid 518, -
600 ; and if the amount of money handled in the
post office at Dartmouth 1s a eriterion to go by,
the town of Liverpool is much more entitled to a
public building than either of these towns I have
mentioned. I will not do otherwise than support
this appropriation, although the Government
have given s no information upon which we’ can
decide as to whether they are doing right or wrong,
further than the fact that we have two Conserva-
tive members representing  that county in this
House. During the last session of Parliament we
had the honour of having one of the best Liberal
members from Nova Scotia representing that
county, and he supported that vote for Dartinouth
post oftice of 55,000. I wmust say, however, that
the Government should lay down some basis upon
which they would erect these public buildings in
towns and cities, and even though this constitu-
ency were represented by two Liberal members I
would not protest against this, although the Gov-
ernment are departing from the golden rule which
should be observed in this House. I rose to
ask the attention of the Government to Liver-
pool, in the County of Queen’s, and I have
shown them that we are more entitled to the
consideration of the Government for public
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buildings than either Dartmouth or Aunnapolis.
[ am quite willing to support a rule which shall
be established by this Parliament that a revenue
from a district must reach a certain sum before a
public building is erected.  When I look at the
Provinee of Ontario T see that the appropriation
for 1890-91 was 8271775, and the total amount of
that which the House is now asked to revote is
RI3S.K). The appropriation for the Provinee of
Novia Scotia is $33,000), and the amount the House
is asked torevote is only £10,000, or much less than
one-fifth of that total.  Now one-fifth of the appro-
priation voted for Ontario, which is asked to be
revoted here would only be S71,000, whercas Ontario
has got 8138000, The population of Ontario is
2.000.000 and the population of Nova Scotia is
430,000, so that upon that basis of the population
we should be entitled to one-tifth of the public
moneys that are voted to the Province of Ontario ;
yet Nova Seotla only gets S10,000 for public build-
ings this year, while SI38,000 goes to Ontario, or
very ncarly fourteen times as much as the Province
of Nova Scotia is getting. 1 know of no other
basis upon which to compare the several amounts
thatare being voted outof the public funds than that.
If there were a more equitable hasis, such as the
amount of revenue derived, established, I would be
prepared to support it, and while the members
from Ontario are perfectly right in condemning the
reckless expenditure of money in counties that have
supported the Government, still I think that the
Government have some  spark of fair-play and
justice left in them, and it is to that spark of fair-
play alone that I appeal to them for justice for my
own constituency and for the Proviuce of Nova
Neotia.

Mr. MeMULLEN. 1 cannot allow the remarks
of my hon. friend (Mr. Forbes) to go without
reply. If he will turn up the expenditures in
Nova Scotia he will find that within the last ten
years this Dominion has spent over 58,000,000
directly in the construction of railways in Nova
Scotia, while in the Province of Ontario they have
ouly spent SLO950,000.  We have heen pouring
money into the lap of the Province of Nova Scotia,
subsidizing railways, and building them entirely at
the cost of the people of this Dominion. Do the
people of Nova Scotia, in the municipalities and
towns contribute a bonus to the construction of the
roads? They have not put a dollar into them,
and yet the whole Dominion has spent $8,000,000
on .these railways, while not 82,000,000  have
been spent in Ontario. I give this to my hon.
friend (Mr. Forbes) as an offshoot for his argu-
ment about public buildings. I notice that in the
town of Dartmouth the gross receipts of the post
oftice are 1,725 : munber of money orders issued,
754 ; total amount of money orders issued, $9,112-
30 : total commission received, $80.04 ; total amount
of money orders, 34,919 ; compensation paid to post-
naster, S28.11.

Mr. FOSTER.  You must be wrong about the
money orders.

Mr. McMULLEN.  Tam reading from the Post-
master General’s report. Sometimes he is wrong,
hut the report is right.

Mr. FOSTER. Ithink you are reading it wrong.

Mr. MeMULLEN. Let us compare that with

the post offices in the County of Wellington. In
Mr. FokBes,

my own town, Mount Forest, the gross revenue of
the postottice is $3,902.88 ;: number of money orders
Issued, 2,428 : amount of money orders, 820.884.74 ;
total commission received, $215.93 ; total wount of
money orders paid, S17,080.45 : compensation paid
to postmaster : money ovders, £84.83: salary,
SLO40. You will fimd that this is a very much
larger business than is done in Dartmouth.  Inthe
Harriston post oftice, in Wellington County, the
revenue is S3,092.68 ; number of money orders
issued, S1.212: total amount of moneyv orders
issued, S13.884.88 ; amount of money orders paid,
ST, 7484 ¢ osalary of postiaster, S920.0 Both of
these places exceed very largely the business done
in the Dartinouth post office. I say it is time that
some principle should be laid down upon which
public buildings are going to be erected. If you
arc going to lay down the principle that the gross
revenue of the town shall reach 88,000 or 210,000
before you erect a public building, well and good,
hut some principle should be laid down. Leok, for
instance, at what yon did when you built @ post
office in St. Jérome, a town in the constituency of
the hon. Necretary of State. where the entive re-
ceipts were only about 52,000 anvually, while
places like Woodstock in Ontario, with a revenue
of J12,000 or J15,000 a year, are left without a post
office. 1 say that the policy adopted by hon,
gentlemen opposite in the past has been humiliat-
ing, and it is time that the House should pronounce
upon it. My hon. friend from Pictou (Mr. Tupper)
tried to show that it was under the Government of
Mr. Mackenzie, that the building in Pictou was
erected.

Mr. TUPPER. o it was.

Sir. RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It was not.
You are entirely in error ; the vote was taken for
that building in 1872,

Mr. TUPPER. Mr. Mackenzie built it in 1874,

Mr. McMULLEN. At all events it was not
under the Mackenzie Government that the Pictou
Branch Railway was built, simply in order to tind
a seat for my hon. friend to make him a Minister
of the Crown.  The country was asked to spend
nearly half a million dollars in building two lines of
the same railway to the same point, for the purpose
of keeping my hon. friend in Parlimment. In Pie-
tou there were built two lines belonging to the same
railway, the Intercolonial, and it has cost this item
to make the hon. gentleman a Minister of the
Crown.

Mr. LANDERKIN. The Minister stated that
this Custom-house at Pictou was built in 1874,
I have a return, which was brought down to the
House by the Government of which heis a member,
which says that the Pictou Custom-house cost
527,000, and that it was begun in 1872-73. Now,
will you take it back ¢

Mr. TUPPER. I may tell the hon. gentleman
that the chief ground on which Mr. Carmichael
asked the electors of Pictou to return him as a
pure Reformer and a supporter of Mr. Blake in
1882, was stated on the hustings on nomination
day in the town of Pictou, to be because the Gov-
ernment of Mr. Mackenzie had built the Custom-
house in that town. I repeated that statement
here, and hon. gentlemen opposite say it is false.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I would just like to say
that if Mr. Carmichael had stated that Mr.
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Mackenzie's Government had built a marine hos-
pital there where it was very much needed, he
would have been quite right. '

Mr. TUPPER. The marine hospital was not
built in Mr. Mackenzie's time. It was built in the
time of a Conservative Administration.

Mr. LANDERKIN. No: the hon. gentleman is
just as far away from the truth as before. When
he takes up figures with me, he had better get the
books, because he is all wrong. The marine hos-
pital at Pictou was built in the year 157475,
according to this return. You may falsify the
returns, and justify your words,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order. The hon.
gentleman must not say that the Govermment
falsify the returns,

Mr. LANDERKIN.
the world. It is the Minister of Marine who says
so. He says this return is false; he says the
Mackenzie Government Jdid not build the marine
hoxpital. 1 have no personal knowledge of the

of Marine says they are false, you should ask him
to apologize.

Mr. TUPPER. The marine hospital was not
built till 1878

M. O'BRIEN. T do think that this discussion
is about as profitless, useless and unedifying as it
possibly could be.  We are discussing estimates
which we may fairly assume the Government have
tuken up as those_of their predecessors, so far as
these few items are concerned ; and to go on
bandying charges about expenditures one against
another 1z not the way to keep to the discussion of
the item before us. I think that the vote under
consideration is comparatively an unimportant one,
but I wish the Government to lay done some rule
by which these expenditares shall be regulated.
Then we shall not have these discussions, and the
Government will not lie under the imputation of
making grants simply for partisan purposes. If
they will lny down a rule which will be fair and
impartial, and adhere to it, we shall save all this
crilnination and recrimination and the time of the
House, and the Government will have the credit of
acting for the public advantage. I hope, therefore,
that this discussion will come to an end, ar-d that the
G8vernment will come to a resolution that in future
all expenditures of this kind shall be governed by
some rule that will appeal to the common sense of
the House and the country.

Mr. WATSON. T asked a question half an hour
ago which I think is a proper one, and to which
I expect to get an answer before this item passes.
In the last session of the last Parliament a rule was
laid down by Parliament, and accepted by the hon.
gentlemen who are now in power, and we are
entitled to some explanation from them as to why
they have changed their opinion.

Mr. FOSTER. - It is just because we have not
changed opinion that we ask for this vote. My hon.
friend was here at the last session of Parliament,
and he heard his colleagne, who is held up to-night
as one of the ablest Liberal members who sat in this
House, make an earnest plea for a public building
in Dartmouth. He knows as well as all of us who
sit about these boards, that the Government last
year put in the Estimates an item for this building
when that constituency was represented by the

I would not say that for!

Hon. M. Jounes, who is not now here, as well us
by my hon. friend who sits behind me; aud I do
not think hon. gentlemen opposite woulldl ask us to
repudiate that promise which we held oui to the
people of Dartmouth, or expect that when we com-
menced to vote what was necessary to erect a public
building there, we should go back on our promise.
I know that hon. gentlemen opposite have strictly
criticized us for not going on rapidly enough with
the expenditure of votes put in the Estimates, and
not fulfilling the promises which these votes held
out. My hon. friend from North Wellington (Mr.
McMullen) may ask the House to vepudiate its
action of last year, which was based upon a
presentment of the case made by his colleague
who sat in the very seat he now occupies: but
we have not changed our mind, and, therefore, we
ask this vote, and we believe that the House will
grant it on this representation of the case. With
reference to the rule laid Jdown. I was earnestly
and honestly anxious for information, and knowing

, i the large breadth of mind of my hon. friend from
ntatter, but I take the figures, and if the Minister |

North Wellington, I asked him the question as to
what he would fix as the minimum revenue to
justify the erection of a post oftice, and T did not
ask the question in any captious way. There was
a resolution passed by this House, last session, and
we are acting in the direction of that resolution.
The Government have had under consideration
different classes of postal and public buildings,
which they propose to grade according to the
requirements of the different places to avoid what I
think have been extravagances in the past, in the
shape of very large expenditures for public build-
ings at places which were not very important, ex-
penditures which were larger than we intended
them to e when the votes were first started. I
hope that the Government will take measures, as
they are determined to do, that such extravagances
or excrescences, as they may be termed, will not
again obtrude themselves on the policy of the Gov-
ernment.  So far as this item is concerned, 1 think
it ought to be passed, and no member of this House,
if he considers all the circumstances of the case,
would wish us to repudiate it.

Mr. BOWERS. 1 do not think we should al-
ways look at the postal income of a place to decide
whethier it needs a post office or not. Take, for
instance, the county I have the honour to repre-
sent. The office of the shire town of Dighy pro-
duces an income of 32,100, but that does not give
a correct idea of the business done there. It is a
large centre for distributing mail, it receives and
sends almost daily from and to St. John ; it has
another mail every day from Halifax ; it has one
by way of Annapolis, still another by way of the
Western Counties Railway : also one coming in-
from Bear River, and a daily mail coming from
Westport and Digby Neck. It also receives mails
from Culloden, Marshalltown and many other
places, making it a very large distributing centre.
There are also mails to be made up and sent to each
of these places. The income, I again repeat, is not
evidence of .the amcunt of business done, nor can
one judge from that the requirements necessary.
Now, Digby has a very poor post office, one in
which there is hardly room for a person to turn
round. I called the attention of the Government
to this and was told that no one had asked for better
accommodation ; but the place really needs better
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postal facilities and 1 hope the Government will
take its claims into consideration.

Mr. BORDEN. T understood the hon. Finance
Minister to say that this vote should be passed
because it had been proposed last session and the
people of Dartmouth had been led to expect they
would get a post oftice, and it would be tantamount
to breaking faith with them did we not pass this
vote. I hope the Government has laid that down
as a principle by which they will be guided here-
after ; and in this connection I would point out
that in the year 1886 they voted a sum to build a
post oftice in the town of Lunenburg. In the fol-
lowing year, however, it happened that that county
which, in 1886, was represented by a friend of the
Administration, returned an opponent of the
Administration, and the vote disappeared.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON.
in the purchase of a site.

Mr. BORDEN. Well, the post oftice was not
built.

Sir JJOHN THOMPSON.

Mr. BORDEN.  Well, I will give a case morein
point. In the town of Keniville there was a vote
i 1886 for a post office, about equal to the present
vote, but that vote disappeared. if I remember
vightly, in 1887, when [ was elected.  Now, I am
glad to know that the Governmment have laid down
the principle that onc2 a vote hus been passed in
this House, they feel uuder an olligation to expend
it in carrying out the work for which it wasin.
tended to provide, and I trust that uic Government
will redeem the pledyge they have made to this par-
ticular town.  Knowing the disappointment which
my people have felt, I can sympatiize with the
people of Dartmouth, and propose to vote in
favour of this item, being anxious to do as T would
be done by.

The money was spent

It will be.

Chuatham post oftice, Custom house, &e... 27,500

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  What was
the total cost of that * T thought we had spent a
good deal of money there.

Mr. FOSTER. This is a new thing.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Surely, there
wag a post oftice there before.

Mr. FOSTER. Nothing has been spent there.
There is a vote for 31,500, 1890-91.  Nothing was
expended up to the 31st of December, 1890.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). There is a building
there erected at the expense of the Government, as
a Custom-house.

Mr. FOSTER. There is a very disreputable
building, built about fifteen years or more ago, but
it has fallen out of repair, and has been an eyesore
to the people for a number of years. The time has
now come when a building commensurate with the
the requirements of Chatham should be erected.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). How came it to acquire
the character the hon. gentleman had given it

Mr. FOSTER. The rats got into it.’

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT: What did

this disreputable building cost in the first instance?
Mr. FOSTER. It was not so disreputable at
first as it became afterwards.
Mr. Bowkks.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It was under
the management of the Government it became
disreputable.

Mr. FOSTER. It came out damaged during the
regime from 1874 to 1879,

(irosse Isle Quarantine Station, Quebec...

Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  What is this
wanted for ¥

Mr. FOSTER. For unew and improved disin-
fecting appliances.  There is a steam disinfecting
apparatus, upright boiler and mountings.  All of
this disinfecting apparatus is of a new and im-
proved character, and for the purpose of disinfect-
Ing vessels,

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  Could it he
applied tothe departmentsthat require puritication?

Mr. FOSTER. I think it could he applied for
the purposes for which it is intended.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
cost altogether ¥

Mr. FOSTER. The apparatus itself cost $11,-
750 ; connections for the same, S1,580) ; exhaust and
vacuun pumps, $2,470 1 wind-mill pump in Grosse
Isle, 31,460, Then there is ground tloor pumping
and galvanized iron works which make up the
balance. .

Mr. WATSON.  Who manufactured thisappar-
atus ¥

Mr. FOSTER. It is to be put in, I do not know
where it is to be got.

220,000

What does it

Lachine post office, Xc.—to complete.. . ST.000

Mr. WATSON.
post office ¥

Mr. FOSTER. There was voted in 1889 82 500 3
in 1RG0, 6.000; in 1891, 88,000 ; and the vote
asked for is S7,000, but of the votes preceding
this year only S7,000 have been expended, and
this vote is to complete the works let by contract
in connection with the new post ottive at  Lachine.

Mr. MILL (Bothwell).

Mr. FOSTER. The postal revenue collected is
3800 : money orders paid, 88,465 : saving banks
deposits, 83,258, That is the place where the postal
revenue is not in proportion with the needs of the
post office, which occupies in that respect a position
like Dartmouth.

Mr. LANDERKIN. The revenue is $430, ac-
cording to the Auditor General.

Mr. WATSON. Were there any plans pro-
vided for the building when the contract was let ?
When a contract is asked for the erection of a
building, it should complete the building.

Mr. FOSTER. Of course the contract should be
completed at the contract price, but often the
expenditure is divided over two years. The site is
purchased and the contract is let and partly com-
pleted, and the next year the vote is taken to com-
plete it. My hon. friend will notice that is very
common in our votes.

Mr. WATSON. Too common.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. In _explain-
ing the first vote, the Minister takes care to
‘explain that this is towards the cost, but is not
expected to complete it. As far as I can see here,
the total cost will be about %18,000.

What is the total cost of this

What is the revenue ?
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Mr. McMULLEN. And the revenue is 8759,
Mr. FOSTER. The revenue is no indication.

Mr. WATSON. Taking this post office as an
example, I should like to know what was asked for
in the first place, were plans made for the post
office, was a site purchased, and were tenders asked
for the whole building? We have great reason to
believe that these extras and revotes are not all

applied to the public building.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes, it is all supplied to the
public building. The land cost 32,0K.  That was
covered by the fivst yvear's vote of $2,500. That
was about the amount expended that year, $2,000.
Then, in 1860-91. 314,000 was voted, but of that
only albout {5,060 was expended up to December,
180, 50 there would be a lapsed vote there, and,
as I said, the total cost is about $18,000.

Mr. WATSON. What means were adopted in
this case *  Were tenders asked for the completion
of the huilding * .

Mre. FOSTER.  Yes, tenders were called for.

Mr. WATSON. What was the price tendered
for the completion of this building according to the
original plan ¥ :

Mr. FOSTER. The contract amount was $7.950.
That, of course, was for the building itself. Then
the site cost S2000, making 310,000 in round
numbers.,  Then the other expenditure is for fur-
niture and fittings, heating apparatus, fencing and
sidewalks, the architect and incidental expenses.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Do they run
up to S8 (0

Mr. FOSTER. The contract was 87,950, Up
to the 31st December, 1880, X7,911 was spent, of
which 82,200 was for site and expenses of site. The
halance due on contract on Ist January, 1881, was
4,000, That would make about $1,000 more than
the original contract price. It would appear from
that that there must have been some extras amount-
ing to about that sum.

Mr. WATSON. Itappears to take about 38,390
for furnishing and completing that building.

Mr. FOSTER. No, about 26,000. The estiviate
for furnishing and fittings, including lock-hoxes—
which, of course, are never included in the contract
—was 83,000 : heating with stoves, 8300 ; fencing
and sidewalks, $1,000: architect, 8500 ; incidentals,
£730; and a suin for the clerk of works. Those
made np the difference.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
818,000 was the cost.

Mr. FOSTER. Yes.

Mr. McMULLEN. What rent
there for the post oftice ¥

Mr. FOSTER. What rent was paid ?
Mr. GTIROUARD. I do not know.

Mr. McMULLEN. Then I can tell you. 'The
rent you paid for that post office was %50 a year.
The receipts last year amounted to $759.93. The
amount of money orders issued was £5,623, on
which the total commissions received were 535 ;
the total amount of money orders paid was $2,452;
the compensation to the postmaster on money orders
wag $17.74. The salary of the postmaster was
&580, and you paid a rent of $50, and now you are

You said

did you pay

X
going to spend $18,000 to erect a post office in that
place.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. 1 think we
ought to have some definite explanation—explana-
tion in considerable detail—-as towhy it is thatat La-
chine it is necessary to spend S18,000 for a postotlice.
According tomy hon. friend’s statement the revenne
is about $700 and the rent formerly paid was 30 a
a year. I cannot for the life of me understand
why Lachine, which is very close to Montreal, and,
therefore, canmot be to any extent a distributing
ottice, whatever else it may be, should require the
expenditure of $18,000 for a post oftice, unless it be
to gratify some political end or other for the hene-
fit of my hon. friend who represents the county. I
think the hon. gentleman is bound to give the
House some detailed explanation of the canses
which justify such a large expenditure at Lachine,
bearing in mind the total revenue we collect there.

Mr. GIROGARD. When the hon. gentleman
says that Lachine is not a distributing point, he
makes a great mistake. There are many manufac-
turers at Lachine, and it is an important commer-
cial centre. The construction of this post office
has been asked for by the inhabitants, and by the
manufacturers in particular. 1 believe the ground
cost 32,500, and the contract has heen given out
for ten or eleven thousand. I have had nothing to
do with the construction of the huilding since the
contract was given out. The population of Lachine
is about 5,000, :

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It is clear that this 1s
a wholly unjustifiable expenditure. The interest
on 18, is far in excess of the amount collected,
to say nothing about the cost of maintaining such
a post office, such as the lighting, the heating, and
all other like items of expense that will fall upon
the treasury. It seems to me there can he no
justification whatever for such an expenditure in
such a place.  The hon. member for .Jacqgues
Cartier (Mr. Gironard) says that there is a very
large amount of business done in Lachine, that it
is a manufacturing centre ; but if that were so,
there ought to be an advantage to the revenue, yet
the revenue is under $800 a year, and is three or
four hundred & year less than the interest upon
the money that is reguired to erect that building,
to say nothing of the cost of keeping it up. If
such a rule were applied generally, the revenues
of this country would be wholly unequal to the
demands upon them. This is a monstrous expen-
diture ; there is no ground upon which it can be
justified to the public. It is perfectly clear that
the expenditure has not leen made in the public
interest, and not made s0 as to serve the require-
ments of the locality merely as a post office centre.
In all places where the amount of revenue is so
small, a bnilding can be rented at far less expense
to the public treasury than one can be erected.
This sysiem of putting up post oftices where there
is but a small amount of revenue collected at an
enormous expense to ghe public treasury, is wholly
without justification. I would like to know how
the expenditure can be made in face of the de-
claration of this House last year when we express-
ly declared, without a dissenting voice, that the
expenditure on public buildings should be under-
taken in those localities where there was the
largest population, the largest revenue, and the

largest amount of public business.
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Mr. GIROUARD. I think the hon. gentleman

does not realize the postal business of  Lachine,
when he considers the amount of revenue. The

hon, gentleman must remember that Lachine isata

distance of about nine miles from Montreal, and a
great many tirms in Montreal do business in Lachine ;

letters through the post oftice of Lachine : conse-
quently, the necessity of having a large building
beciane apparent. Tt was impossible to do without
a building of considerable dimensions.  The reve-
nue is not 1o be considerad in this case, because the
most of it goes into the Montreal post otfice.

Me, SCRIVER.  The hon. gentleman evidently
is not familliar with the methods of collecting the
revenue in the post oftices. He has just given a
reason why the revenue for Lachine shoulil he more
than it is, hecause the revenue is counted on the
stamps on the letters that are actually posted.

Mr. GIROUARD. 1 beyg your pardon.

Mr. SCRIVER. Oh. ves : Thave been postmaster

myself. awd T know thae the revenue is caleulated
on stamps of letters actually posted.

Mr. FRASER.  No man can be blamed for try-
ing to get all he can for his county.  [n wmy county
there is a post oftice doing three or four times as
wmuch business as Lachine, but we have no public
building : indeed we have not a single public
building in the whole county, because the county,
since 1867, has sent to this House an opponent of
the present Government, with the exception of four
years.  That is the reason why we never got a
public building.  The fact that a Lachine merchant
buys his stamps in Montreal and posts his letters in
Lachine, would evidently swell the revenue of
Lachine, and yet we are told that Lachine ouly
returns a revenue of SN, Now, in our town, that
does three times as much business, we would be very
thankful to have a postotlice costing S3,00001-34,(00),
I am sure there must be some other influence than
the public interest, which fnluces the Govermment
to spend SIS, 000 in a town where the sale of stamps
only amounts to 350, Is this money 1o be expended
for the purpose of beautifying Lachine? I main-
tain that the Government should have one official
public building in every county for the purpose of
a Custom-house and post office.  The county [
represent is worse ofl’ than most counties.  In the
neighbouring county there is a public building in
Pictou. and another one in New Glasgow, costing
S40.000 or Z30,000. T do not object to that, but
would like to see more equality shown in this dis-

ribution of public buildings.  Inmy county there
are over 20,000 people, and we have not i single

ublic building. I think the Government should
luy down some rule to guide them, instead of listen-
ing to the clamour either of miembers or of a locality
who may get up a petition for a public building.
Let the Govermmeut look into the circumstances of
cach case and expend the money in the public in-
terest only. No business man in Canada would
think of spending 218,000 on a post office ina town
where there is only %700 revenue.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Has the hon.

gentleman no explanation to give I asked the

hon. gentleman if there is any special reasons for

this vote. Is Lachiune one of those points at which

-there is really such an amount of extra work over

and above the receipts indicated in his report, as
Mr. MiLrLs (Bothwell).
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would enuble him, on his responsibility, to justify
this expenditure ?

Mr. HAGGART. Inreply to the hon. gentle-
man I may say that the statement of my hon.
friend from Jacques Cartier (Mr. Girounard) is
Lachine has a population of about
5000, The returns do not at all show the amount of
business done in Lachine.  The amount of revenne
is caleulated upon the sale of stamps, and the sale of
stamps in Lachine does not at all represent the
amount of postal revenue. The hon. gentleman
from Huntingdon (Mr. Scriver) is entirely mis-
taken, althongh he was a postaster.  Sometimes
there is a caleulation made at the end of the year
for the purpose of correcting the returns, because
sometimes some postmasters buy  their stamps at
places where a great number of stamps are sold,
and they are distributed otherwise than through
the post office. and they have been trying to collect
revenue on those stiunps, I ean easily understand
that in Lachine, a place of 5,000 inhabitants, there
must be a large income from inlund revenue. T do
not think there is any Customs collections there—
but it must do a business far in excess of the
amount mentioned in the returns, and most of the
inhabitants wust  get their postal matter from
Montreal.  The money from stamps would not ap-
pear in the return.

NSir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

respect a distributing otlice.

Mr. HAGGART. The wmount appearing from
distribution is 854, [t is a place where from its
pepulation, if it were in Ontario, the receipts
would show about 27.000.  In Quebec perhaps it
would not be so large : bhut 3759 does not represent
the large business which is done in postal matter
at Lachine.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Would you
not credit the letters that come to that post
office ”

Mr. HAGGART. We base the salary on the
sale of postage stamps.

Mr. GIROUARD. The time to take exception
to this item was when it tirst appeared two or three
years ago. No ohjection was, however, raised to it
on the part of anyone; 1 did not find it necessary
to raise my voice in its favour. A petition was sent
in the usual course to the Post Oftice Department,
and its prayer was granted.  There never wis any
question raised in regard to it. I am surprised
that any one familiar with Lachine, which is an
important’ summer resort, and which is a manu-
fucturing centre also, should question the propriety
of building a post office at a cost of SI8,000.
There is no other public building in the place.

Mr. KAULBACH. T can satisfy the agitated
and apparently dissatistied minds of hon. gentlemen
opposite when I inform them that I répresent a
county which is one of the most populous in the
province, and I can say with truth that I repre-
sent a town which is one of the most enter-

rising in Nova Scotia, & town with something
Eke a population of 5,000 and a county with a
f;opula.tion of 40,000. The hon. member for Guys-
borough (Mr. Fraser) said that the county he
represented had a population of 20,000, and [ for.
get the population he said of the town. But
when he contrasts the county he represents with

It is in no
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my county he will sce and be satistied that the
Government made no distinction  on  political
grounds, and more particularly when 1 tell him
that I have made appeals time and again for a
public building for Lunenburg, he should be sat-
isticd that his county has been fairly dealt with.
I have asked the Government for a post oftice
almost every year I have been here since 1878,
and T have not got one yet. I hope, however, the
Government will receive my request favourably,
and that it will not be lonyg hefore I obtain a strue-
ture for Lunenburg qguite equal to any of those
erected in neighbouring towns.

Mr. WATSON.  The hon. member for Jacques
Cartier (Mr. Gironard) was surprised that hon.
members should object at this late date to a public
building for Lachine. Tt shonld, however, be re-
membered that the original vote was for 14,000, it
has since been increased to SIS,000, It is to this
increase we particularly object.  1f we knew the
precise amount the building would cost the system
would not be so ohjectionable, but we do not know
onany vote that the Government will not apply
next vear for an additional sam to complete.
postmaster at this important office receives a salary
of S380—probably that is all to which he is entitled
—and the revenue of the post oftice should be taken
into consideration when money is appropriated.

The revenue of the office was $739 lasggrear, and the ! . .
as Seen) Tasggear, and the oy 4 going to be made.

other official revenues must be very small.  Ouly
332 money orders were issued, for a total amount of
£5,623. Compare that with Portage la Prairvie inmy
own county, where the postal revenue was 87,351,

number of orders issued, 2,169, for the amount of ¢

838,263, It is not fair to erect a post office costing
SI8.000 at Lachine when there 1s another town,

ten times as large, and yet it has no public build-
ing. I am »ot saying that all the small towns
should have a post oftice built—I do not think
they should—-but buildings should not be erected
unless the returns will pay interest on the invest-
ment.  The practice followed is that first a vote is
taken for 85,000, then a vote for 820,000 to com-
plete.  Very often the money is spent before it is
actually voted by Parliament, the expenditure
being met by a Governor General’s warrant. 1
have no doubt but that this money is spent for
political purposes, and I have good reason to
believe that the extras and the amount voted above
the contract sumn are the result of crookedness, and
are probably not spent on the legitimate work
itself. Wetind in this post office that the contract
was for 10,000 and $3,000 were to be spent for
lock-boxes. How many boxes will be put in for
that sum? We want to know on what principle
the money is spent in letting the original contract
and also the payments of extra amounts to complete
the work.

Mr. SCRIVER. The hon. Postmaster General
will surely not contend that the business of a rural
post oftice iz shown by the amount of stamps sold.
A great many stamps are sold that are never used
in the post office, for the people use them to
make remittances. The hon. gentleman knows as
well as I do that the salary of the postmaster is
based on the return from letters which actually
pass through the office.

L4 ‘I| . _' . . A
The year, or sometimes once or twice m two years.

The only way of ascer-:

cas this,

. .t have been going over in the Province of Quebec,
where the population is larger. wherve more busi- .:;"] el gOg ' chieiiee,
ness is done, and where the receipts are about '’

stamps passing through the otlice, and not from
the stamps sold.

Mr. HAGGART. The return is only taken
twice a year, and each six months the salary is cal-
culated.

Mr. SCRIVER. 1t is for the purpose of caleul-
ating the actual business done in the office and cal-
culating the salary of the postmaster.

Mr. MASSON. [ think that each, from his own
standpoint, is strictly correct. The hon. gentle-
man from Huntingdon (Mr. Scriver) says that the
basis on which the salary of the rural postmasters
is computed. is by counting the number of letters
mailed.  That would not be the actual revenue oh.
tained at the othice, but the Postmaster General's
returns would not take in a tictitions revenue :
they wonld take the actual revenne.  Therefore
the return we have before us in which the 8750 is
set down, is the actual sale of postage stamps at
that oftice which is the actual revenue at the
office, but the postmaster’s veports, on which his
salary is basall, shows the number of letters mailed,
which. as I understand, is averaged once or twice a

Laprairie Post Office...covivniveanse. 210,00

Mr. LANDFERKIN. I sce the revenue from
this post oftice is 3439, and an expenditure of $i0,-
I do not see how the

Government can justify this. Idouot see why
the Minister of Justice does not rise in his might
to protest -against this. I do not see how he
expects to retain the charvacter he came into
the House with, if he allows such an expenditure
I have bheen looking at the items we

in all these little places where we are
going to expend money, I tind that the election of
the member is contested.  This, perhaps, may be
the reason why these post offices are being built,
becuuse if. their friends get aut, they think perhaps
a judicious expenditure of this money would help
to eleet them. I think that is the reason why the
public money is expended here and there in places
where it is not demanded in the public interest.
Although the Government have never stated as

: much, yet it is the only reason which they can

possibly give for a thing so utterly indefensible as
this vote here.

“Mr. FOSTER. T tind that Laprairie is also one
of the list of legacies. I find that in 1889 a vote
was taken for a post office in the town of Laprairie,
aud in 1890, 22,000 was voted ; but as there were
some ditliculties about the site neither of these
sums was expended. In 1891, &5,000 was voted,
and now I see that a site has been granted by the
town council of Laprairie, and this vote is for the
buillling of the post oftice.

Mr. LAURIER. Has the site been donated, or
is it to be?

Mr. FOSTER. The site hus been given bLy the
town council. This building I have no doubt will
be mwle to square with the importance of the
olace ; it is not proposed to put up an expensive
building. '

Mr. BAIN. Could it not be male to sguare
with the grant that was promised to the county of
my -hon. friend (Mr. Borden) and which was left

taining the business done is from the number of | out of the Estimates?
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Mr. McMULLEN. T thiok it is well that we
should give to the House, and to the country
through the House, the facts about the post oftice
at Laprairie on which it is proposed to expend
SIO,0.  The receipts from the Lapraivie post
otfice amounted last year to $439.32 ; number of

money orders issued at that place, 205 only ; total
amount of money orders issued, 53,268.31 ; total

conunission received from the public, $25.11 ;5 total
amount of money orders paid, S1,208.69 ; com-
mission paid to the postmaster on money orders,
S0.35 ;. salary of the postmaster, 3230, and we paid
no rent at all for the post office. There is not a
eutficient sum collected at that post office that
would bring it within the limit that wonll enable
the postinaster to grant any rvent at all for the
place, so that we have now u free post oftice which
costs us nothing : we have a postmaster at a
salary of 3230 a year, and yet we are going to bnild
a post otfice in that place for 10,000, 1 think this is
one of the most ridiculous propositions that has
ever yet been submitted to the House. There are
at least three or four hundred places in the Domi-
nion that have four times the post office revenue
that Laprairie has.  This is one of the post offices
that will certainly come within the meaning of the
views expressed by my hon. friend from Muskoka
(Mr. O'Brien). There is not a dollar spent yet, the
site has not been bought, the revenue of the post
office is 3450 o yeur. the salary of the postmaster
is 5230, and we have a post office rent free at

« we e we

e
present.

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend must not put it
as & ground why we shoulld not go on and complete
the building for which an appropriation hasalready
been voted, simply because we have not to buy a
site. It ought to be in the favour of the building
that the site has been donated, and that we did not
have to buy it.  Now, on the promise held forth
by the vote which has appeared for three years in
the Estimates and is a result of negotiations with
the people, I find that authority was granted by an
Order in Council to accept the site offered by the
town council of Laprairie for the erection of a public
building. The site is cadastral lot 134, depth 76
feet, frontage 84 feet, on the west side of St. Joseph,
opposite St. Mary Street, the principal thorough-
fare of the town. The land measures 50 feet in
front by a full depth of 76 feet, and the municipal
authorities bind themselves to retain the remainder
of the lot free of buildings or other objectionable
obstructions for all time to come.

Mr. LANDERKIN. What was the date of the
Order in Council ?

Mr. FOSTER. 1889.

Mr. LANDERKIN. And nothing has been done
since. Mr. Doyon was elected and he did not
support the Government. Was that the reason why
the building was not hegun before ?

Mr. FOSTER. It certainly was unot.

Mr. LAURIER. What was it?

Mr. FOSTER. 1 suppose it was bhecause the
preliminaries were not arranged.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. Has the Government
adopted the rule, that when a small village donates
a site worth from $25 to &0 they will bind them-
selves to erect a post office on it ; for if they have
done that, I fancy that they can get lots of sites
throughout the country. This Government ought to

Mr. FosTER.

{ :
i adopt some honest system of dealing with the public
I money in connection with the expenditure for pub-
ilic buildings. I can understand very well that
| there has been no honesty in their dealings with
;the public money, or in the services they have
renclered 1o the public in years past with regard to
i the erection of public buildings. I contend. and I
think the official records of this House will show,
that public buildings have been erected for the
purpose of furthering the interests of the Govern-
ment.  In every province throughout this country
public buildings have heen erected in places where
they ilo the most good to the Government and its
supporters.  The Government have followed out
the plan, which they adopted years ago, of sup-
porting their supporters whenever they had an op-
portunity. I say that there has been a gross in-
justice done to the public in this regard, that
money has been squandered where it was unneces-
sary it should be spent at all in the public in-
terest, and that this system of erecting pub-
lic buildings has been reduced to a science as
being a bribe to the electors in a coustituency
to induce them to support Government candidates.
Now, this case is just one in point, because money
was voted in 1889 which the Government did not
expend because that county was represented by a
Liberal : but the moment it is represented hy a
Conservative the Government see the necessity of
expending th@noney, because the corporation has
presented them with a valuable lot, on which
there are to be no unseemly structures erected for
all time to come, as gnaranteed by the pledge of
the town council. The moment the Government
come into possession of this lot, they must erect
this public building, and they erect it in the
interests of the gentleman who represents that
constituency in this House. I honestly believe
tha- that is the reason the Government are expend-
ing money in all these towns and villages, not
because the public service requires these buildings
to be erected, but because they are required in
the interest of the Government. That is the plain
truth, and no member or supporter of the Govern-
ment can deny it. This little town of Laprairie,
which has a postal revenue of ouly $439, is to have
a post office, while large and important towns’in
the Province of Ontario are neglected. Take,
for instance, the town of DParis, which is in
South Brant, adjoining my riding. That town
has been an important tewn for years. Last
year its gross postal revenue was $3,661.66 : the
number of money orvders, 1,470 ; the total value of
money orders issued, $13,241.82; the total com-
mission received from the public, %116.88 ; the
total amount of money orders paid, $10,007.54 ;
the commission paid to the postmaster on money
order business, £39.30; the compensation paid to
the postmaster on savings’ bank bhusiness, £43.08 ;
the salary of the postmaster, $1,300; forwardin

allowance, 880 ; and allowance for fuel, light un§
rent, $200. Now, compare that with Laprairie,
and see whether any justice has been meted out
to the town of Paris in regard to the erection of
public buildings. I have heard the hon. member
for South Brant bring this matter under the atten-
tion of the Government a number of years when the
Estimates were under consideration, and the Gov-
ernment have paid no attention to him. Perhaps
the town of Paris has not donated a town lot for a
post office ; but, by-the-bye, I do remember a de-
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putation coming down here two years ago, and if
I mistake not, offering the Governmenta lot if they
would evect a post otlice.  Then, we have the
excuse made by the Finance Minister that because
this Order in Council was passed and the money
was unexpended for a number of years, and be-
catnse they have now the offer of a lot, they must
erect a post office there. Is it not possible to
repeal an Order in Council, or is it not pussible for
this House to declare that an Order in Council
shall not go into effect v 1 say this is one of the
rrossest instances of squandering the public money
%m' the purpose of furthering the interests of the
Government candidate than can be found. The
members of the Government ought to be ashamed
to stand up in their places and support a vote of
210,000 for the erection of a post oftice in a place
like Laprairie, when the town of Woodstock, which
might be a city if it chose to apply for a charter,
and which doeés an ilnmense business, is neglected.
The total gross postal vevenue of Woodstock last
year was S15,432; the number of money orders
issued was 4,835 : the total amount of money
orders issued, $47,364.539 : and the total amount
of money orders paid. $91.384.39.  And yet the
Government pretend that they are acting justly
and  fairly by the people of this country
and that they are expending the public money
in the interest of the public. How can they
find any justification for this conduct 7 T contend
that there is no justification for it: and this
is a fair sample of the way in which the public
money of this country has heen squandered by this
Government ever since they came into power, for
the purpose of advancing their interests amd the
terests of their supporters.

Mr. FOSTER. T waunt to show the hon. gentle-
man how easy it is for him to arrvive at wrong con-
clusions. He tried to impress on the House, with
the view of supporting his general argument, that
here was a case in which a certain amount of
money had bheen voted, and that although «a

“site had been offered nearly three years ago,
and an Order in Council had passed, no at-
tempt had been made to expend the vote
already given, because the county was repre-
sented by au opponent of the Government ; and
now, when a turn has taken place, and it is repre-
sented by a supporter of the Government, the pro-
position is mm‘)e to expend it. The facts will show
how entirely wrong my hon. friend is in his conclu-
sion, and I am sure he will acknowledge the error
of his conclusion when he knows the facts. The
facts ave, that three years ago, a vote of S5,000
was put in the Estimates, that three years ago an
offer was made by the municipality to furnish a
site, and that an Order in Council was passed
accepting the site. But a ditliculty arose, I amin-
formed by the deputy, in this way : The munici-
pality had no right to give away property which
belonged to it, and the Government had to resort
to expropriation, and the expropriation preceed-
ings terminated about only two or three months
ago. So that although there was the willingness of
the municipality to give the site, it was not able
to do so, and these expropriation proceedings had
to go forward, and it was impossib‘;e to expend the
vote. The fact, however, that all the preliminary
proceedings were taken when the county was not
represented by a supporter of the Government, is

almost fatal to my hon. friend's contention in
general, and certainly fatal in this instance.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. Will the hon. Minister
explain why buildings have not been erccted in
Woodstock and Paris

Mr. FOSTER. Wait until you see what you will
see.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). How is it that the
municipality cannot make a gift of the property to
the Government and that the Government requires
to expropriate ?

Mr. FOSTER. I leave that to the law lecturer.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). It is the hon. gentle-
man's duty to give the information.  How are you
going to get possession of the property after expro-
priation ? .

Mr. FOSTER. Cannot the municipality pay the
expropriation price

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). They cannot give away
any portion of their property or their funds.

Mr. FOSTER. Can they not buy it *

Mr. WATSON. What is the property worth

Mr. FOSTER. Between £730 and S1,(040),

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentleman
asks can they not buy it 7 Would it not be their
property if they bought it?

Mr. FOSTER. I camnot help the facts; they
arve there.

Mr. LAURIER. The municipal laws of Quebec
will not allow & municipality to part with a pro-
perty of this kind for the building of a post othice ;
and 1 confess I do not understand how these pro-
ceedings in_expropriation took place. At whose
instance did they take place” Was it at the in-
stance of the Government? Did they expropriate
land in the village of Laprairie to provide a site”

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
me a curious way of proceeding.

Mr. FOSTER.
there.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  This seems a
curious way of beating the devil around the
stump. If, under the law, the municipality cannot
give away this property, I do not see how the Gov-
ernment obtained possession of it.

Mr. FOSTER. The Dominion Government paid
X as a compensation, so that it was not a gift.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  And

municipality paid the balance ¥

Mr. FOSTER.
they sell it for 3.

Mr. LAURIER. If there was an expropriation
at the instance of the Government, the hon.
Minister of Justice ought to know something
about it. '

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. However, .zdl
that is wholly apart from the real vital question
which is this: What justification have you for
spending $10,000, whether you get a site worth
SH0 or SHW or =700, for the erection of a post
office in a village where the total revenue is only

It seems to

They have curious laws down

the

They do not give it away when

: S400? Thatis a job of the very worst kind. It can-

not be justified : there is no possibility of justifying
it on any argument so far advanced by the hon.
Minister of Finance or anybody on that side. It is
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entirely indefensible.  The building inevitably will Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  You will find

-the sum wotal will come altogether to SLOU a

and we will have to keep it up. we will have to:
provide for the heating of itc and more or less for:
the carctaker and the salavies of the ofbicials, and”

fael and light, iwnd the net resule will be that, ona
revenue of 400, or thereabouts, we will have an
annual expenditure of L0 We are not told that
Laprairie ix a distributing

year.
M. FOSTER. The hon. member for Bothwell
seemexd to Jdoubt that.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I wanted to know the

_estimate, because 1 suppose von make an estimate

point, or that there are”

huge manufuctories there which indirectly supply |

a large revenue to the post oftice, but simply  that
there was an ofter made 1o give a piece of land
worth on an average, abont seven or cight per cent.
of the total nount asked for now.

Mr. LANDERKIN.
of the canses.
when a local election was about to take place, and

in all these cases.

Mr. BARRON.

One of the reasons the Finance

- Minister gave for the construction of the post ottice

is the fact that a lot was Jdonated to the Govern-

Sment, or, as he afterwards put it, was expropri-
tated by the Government.

I liave just discovered one '
This pledge was npde at the time

that election was carried by reason of this promise. -
The people were assured they would get a post’
office erected there if they elected the Conservative

candidate, Dr. Brisson, and I believe he was elected
M DERJARDINS (Hocheluga). Hewasdefeated,

Mr. LANDERKIN, \\'ell,hcnugflttulm«lefeaua(l. :

taining 1800 inhabitants where the revenue isonly

I am very glad he was. The prorise was made. it
was o diabolical promise. and may not have suc-
ceeded @ but, at all events a grant was mavle in obe-
dience to that, and the work was not gene on with,
probably because Dr. Brisson was defeated.  He
was defeated, and then the Government did not go

election, when they said. we will go on with this
work if yvou will elect a supporter of the Govern-
ment. What a contemptible position for the Domi-
nion to be in.

Mre. MILLS (Bothwell). What is the population
of Laprairic. and what is the estimated cost of

< Fenelon

Mr. FOSTER. That is only half the rewson,
The other was that a vote was given which called
for that expenditure.

Mr. BARRON. I think a vote should he given
several places in wy riding.

Mr. FOSTER.  Let us dispose of this fivst.

Mr. BARRON. 1'want to show by comparison
how unfair it is to spend 10,000 in a place con-

in

2400, while the same justice is not meted out to
other places in Ontario. Take, for instance,
Fulls.  The population there is about
1800, the sime as Laprairie : but the population

“who get their letters from that post otfice. includ-

- Ntid, Db,

. - . - s inye ln\" AQLTE Tone -‘; N, WE l(,"l) 13‘“’
on with work. but held it in abeyance until the last * M8 the village of Fenclon Falls, woulid be abou

or 400 more.  The revenue in Fenelon Falls is 51,.
I will make an offer to the Minister of

- Finance. If he will undertike to put up a post othee
~there. to cost 10,000, he will have a corner lot, the
. very best lot perpaps in the village of Fenelon Falls.

miaintaining this hailding annually. inclading light, © !
: Victoria does not happen to return a supporter of
“the Government, and I suppose that is the reason
. why they will not have the same justice meted out

fuel and the caretaker
Mr. CURRAN.  There are 1800V in the village
and 2,200 in the parish.

Mr. LANDERKIN.

Is that all the postal:

revenue derived from that number, and is that the .
excuse given for erecting a post otlice there, that
there is that number of people in the place ¥ There

is something wrong.
that is an outrage.
Mr. MILLS (Bothwell).

cases where vou propose to erect public buildings,

Take that back ; I fancy .
CSLS62.26.

Of ¢ourse, in all these'

you take into consideration the question of revenune ;| 1ake ! '
- Minister a list of perhaps half a dozen villages,

and the cost of maintaining a building of that
kind.  What is the estimated cost of mainten-
ince ¥

Mr. FOSTER. 1 am sorry the hon. member
for Bothwell has so little confidence in the calcu-
lations made by the hon. member for South Oxford,
who just now gave the Committee what he thought
would be the expenditure per year. There would
be a percentage on the total outlay, if you want to
take into account the interest on capital cost.
a small building of this kind, I do not think the
cost of caretaking would be very much, as the
postmaster will take care of the building himself.
Whatever repairs are necessary will have to be
made. The light and fuel for a small building is
not a very large item.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
master’s salary ¢ -

Mr. FOSTER. He has a salary anyway.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

And the post-

In:

Mr. FONTER:
Mr. BARRON.

A lotof what?
Of land.  But, of course, North

to them.
Mr. FOSTER. T will note that offer.

Mr. BARRON. Take the village of Bobeaygeon,
in the riding of South Victoria.  We should have
some justice done to it too.  There the revenue is
But no, Ontario, for some reason or
other, is not to have the same justice done it as
some of the villages in the Province of Quebec.
Take again my riding. I could give the Finance

each of which has a larger revenue than Laprairie,
and many of them a larger population.  Take the
village of Kinmount, which has a gross postal
revenue of S890. Take the village of Minden,
which has a postal revenue of S800.44.  Woodville
has & much larger revenue, and yet no one ever
dreams that the sum of £10,000, or anything like it,
should be spent in putting up a post oftice there.
The thing is a transparent fraud on the face of it
and should not be permitted.

Mr. McCMULLEN. I want to give the House a
little idea of how this goes on. I have in my hand
a return to an Order of the House brought down
this session showing the amount of money deposited
in the several post office savings banks throughout
the Dominion. In Laprairie the total deposit in the
post office savings bank was £3,022. In Woodstock,
1t was 286,972 ; 1 Yorkville, it was $106,916. Yet
in neither of these two places is there a post office,
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while there is to be one in Laprairie.  There ave
three different towns in my own riding in which !
the deposits are $36,000, 40,000 and S30,0 res-
pectively, without post office buildings, while one
1s to be given to Lapraivie with its magnificent
deposit of 33,022,

Mr. WATSON. T would ask the Minister if this
is a growing town and likely to increase the re-
venue ¥

Mr. CURRAN, Laprairie is. one of the pro
gressive places in the Provinee of (uebee.

some hon. MEMBERNS, Oh.

Mr. CURRAN, It atfords me very great pleasure
to give occasion for so much hilarity to my hon.
friend. but I say that in the last year or two La-
prairic has taken a very decided step in advance.
It is now in communication with many points that
it had not been in communication with hefore. A
new channel has heen completed  there which faci-
litates navigation, and when the new wharf is com-
pleted, which it is not yet, there is no dmibst that a
vreat deal of business will be done. I have in my
hand Lovell's business directory for the Province of
Quebec for 1890-91, and from that it appears that
the population of the village is 1,800, and of the
parish 2,200, There is a railway apart from what
was there before, which has just been completed,
and places Laprairie in connection with Rome,
Wartertown and Massena Springs.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Oh.

Mr. CCRRAN. What is the matter with the
hon. gentleman? I think he should get some of
his colleagues in the medical profession to attend
to him.  He is hysterical.  In addition to that,
this village has lately been supplied with a five
engine, hook and ladders. They have huilta new
aqueduct, which is of great service. They are now
putting down the pipes in connection withit. The
pressure is very powerful.  They have steam and
airpressure whichbring the water1,3530feet from the
Nt. Lawrence River. - There is a telegraph othice
" there also. Montreal is only nine miles distant
and St. John's 18 miles, and the place is giving
evidence of marked prosperity. I know myself
that very large numbers of families are now making
Laprairie a summer resort. Quite a munber of
pecple from Montreal and the vicinity have pur-
chased lots there and intend to make it their home
for the summer months, and no doubt many will
remain there altogether, as the means of access to
the city are becoming greater every day. I find
here that the British North America Insurance
Company, the Citizens’ Insurance Company, the
Commercial Union Insurance Company, the Nor-
thern Insurance Company,.the Queen’s Insurance
Company and the Royal CCanadian Insurance Com-
pany, all have offices in that place at the present
time.

Mr. WATSON.
done ?

Mr. CURRAN. This authority does not give
that, or I would furnish it to the hon. gentleman ;
but I know personally that at the present monient
Laprairie is a place where there is a very marked
improvement, and I am satistied that the amount
now asked to be voted is an expenditure in the

What is the amount of business

proper direction, and that Laprairie will give a

very good account of itself in the near future as
one of the most progressive places near Montreal,

Mr. MeMULLEN. I think the hon. gentleman
has made an owission.  He has recited all they
have got in Laprairie, but he has neglected to say
if they have a wind-mill. Does the hon, gentleman
intend to take up his abode in that place”

Mr. CURRAN. If the hon. gentleman goes
over there they will have one. )

Mr. GUAY. 1 wouldlike to ask the Postmaster
General whether the salary of one of the postmasters
in the town of Lévis has been inereased from 420
to 2520, and the rent of his othice from S60 to S50
since the lst July 1 and also whether the salary of
the postimaster of Notre Dame de Lévis, also in the
town of Lévis, has been raised from S300 1o 8420,
and the allowance for an office to 60 from the Ist
July, and if so, for what reason?

Mr. HAGGART. T am very sorry 1 have not
the information here at present : but, if the hon.
gentleman will send me a note, T will get the
mformition.

Mr. GUAY. I am informed that the depart-
ment has raised the salavies of these two gentlanen,
and I know for what reason. It is because the
business has increased greatly in these two post
oftices, and, if the little town of Laprairie has a
right to a post office, I think the town of Levis,
which has a population of between 8,000 and 9.0
people and is in communication with three im-
portant railways--the Intercolonial Railway, the
Grand Trunk Railway, and the Quebec Central--
has a right to have a post otlice.  Thix is not the
first time I have risen to beg the Government to
grant not a favour but a privilege which the city
of Lévis has a right to have.  The ex-Minister of
Public Works promised me several times that he
would come to a decision on the subject very soon :
but is is stated that during the recess he has said
that, as long as the electors of Lévis returned an
opponent of the present Government, they would
never have a post ottice in their city. I may assure
the hoi. gentlemen that if they wait until they
have a good Tory member from that town there
will never be a post ottice there, though it has a
right to have one.  The town of Lévis s the fourth
city in the Province of Quebee by its population
and its importance, and, therefore, 1 think it isthe
duty of the Government to accede to my just
request.

Mre. MILLS (Bothwell). I have just looked
over the list of the towns or the villages in my
county where the amount of revenue collected by
the Postal Departinent is greatly in excess of those
two last items we have heen discussing.  In the
village of Wallaceburg the amount of revenue from
the postal service was 32,831 : in Dresden, 82,278 ;
in Bothwell, $1,770 ; in Thamesville, 1,536. Any
one of these villages has nearly four times the
amount of revenue derived from the post oflice that
the village of Laprairie has. It is perfectly obvious
that the Government are not paying the slightest
attention to the rule which was laid down last
year. It seems to me that appropriations in this
way cannot be permitted to go on, and the House
will be greatly wanting in its duty if, 2¢ a later
stage of these proceedings, the vote is not ques-
tioned and the opinion of the House taken upon
the course of the Government.
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Mr. WATSON. The hon. member for Centre
Montreal (Mr. Curran) has taken the trouble to
read out of some document that one would suppose
to be an advertisement of town lots for sale in
Laprairie.
the total number of people in business in Laprairie
is ten, with three hotels. and a population of 1,8
The population of Laprairie is decreasing, and we
have reason to believe that it will continue to
Jdecrease ; still, we are asked to vote 6,000 for a
post otticerin that village.  We ave alsp told that
the peepleare about to have a fire engine, and they
ave laying down some pipes.  Well, it appears to
me that some persons are laving pipes for some-
body, when we have theGovernment voting 10,000
for a post office in Lapraivie.  We are asked for
S10.000 this year, but if the same system is followed
in the construction of this post otfice that has pre-
vailed in the public works generally, we shall be
asked next year for two or three thousand dollars
more in order to complete this building.
information I have is correct, I have some reason to
doubt the statement that a lot of land in Laprairie
is worth 8700, If that town is such as is described it
cannot possikly be worth more than S150to 3200, and
I have my information from gentlemen who are well
acquainted with the town. T certainly think we
should not vote this money.
not seem to be so well fortihed with reasons in this
case as he has been in some others.  All that has
been expended on this building so far is 85, which,
we are informed, is to secure thislot. In the Pro-
vince of Manitoba we can find a dozen places that
are more entitled to a post othice than Laprairie,
because they are rapidly increasing in population,
and in two or three years we expect they will have
double the population of Laprairie. T am informed
that Laprairie has been going back for the last 20
years., so far as railway communication is concerned.
One of the first railways built in Quebec was built
from Laprairie to St. Johns, and that road has been
taken up. 1 say it is unfair and unjust to expend
so much money in so small a town, tha* is decreas.
ing in population, when there are so many other
towns and villages more populous, and with
a growing population, much more entitled to
an expenditure of public money than this—I won't
say miserable little town, because it appears likely
to become a swmmer resort ; but outside of that,
there is no excuse at all for this vote.

Montreal post office—Electric lighting,
extensions, alterutions, &¢ 1,500

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I want to
understand what the present arrangeinent is with
respect to the electric lighting of the Montreal post
office ? 1 want to know what we are paying, and
from whom we obtain the electric light used in the
Montreal post office, and what time the contract
has to run ? :

Mr. FOSTER. 1 find that the contract was
entered into on 22nd October, 1885, with the Mout-
real Gazette Company, which offered to supply the
electric carrent necessary for lighting 150 lamps of
16-candle power in the Montreal post oftice by
means of the Edison incandescent system, for a
period of five years, all necessary fittings, &c., to
be furnished by the Government, the lights to be
distributed all over the building, the contractor
not to be liable for any damages which might be
caused by temporary aceidental stoppage of power,

Mr. MirLs (Bothwell).

I have made enquiries, and I find that

If the

s I saw no tenders and heard of none.

The Minister does

but he is to defray, at his own expense, the cost of
lighting by gus or otherwise during such tempo-
ary deprivation of the electric light.  The autho-
rity was granted by Order in Council aud the
contract was to run from July, 1888, to October,
1800, The rate to be paid for 237 lamps was to be
S16 per Iump, instead of S18.33, and the mumber
found to be necessary was only 150,

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  That seems
towe a very high rate.  That contract was out
last year. What is the arrangement now ?

Mr. FOSTER. That contract seems to have
been out on the 23rd of October, 1880, and it has
been renewed for three yvears at the same rate.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  Judging from
what I have known in similar cases, it appears to
me this is a very improvident contract. I want to
know whether tenders were applied for for that
contract, ot whether it was given without tender
by the Governnient to the Montreal Gazette otlice ?

Mr.

FOSTER. At the time the contract was

i entered into there was only one electric light com-

pany in Montreal. Since then other companies
have sprung up, and the rates have becn reduced.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Have there
been any tenders applied for?

Mr. FOSTER. No.

Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  Then it looks
like a very great job for the purpose of benefiting
the Momtreal Gazefte Company. 1 have reason
believe that had tenders been applied for a large
reduction would have been gained for the public ser-
vice. This plan of giving to sucha corporation as the
Montreal Gazetre Company. a known supporter of
the Government and a corporation which tigures for
many thousands of dollars a year in the Auditortien-
eral’s Re‘)‘ wt, sucha contract, isnothing more than a
gross bribe to that corporation, and the renewal of
it for a term of years, under the circumstances, is
utterly and entirely at variance with every sound
principle that can be imagined in carrying on our
expenditures for public buldings. Even if there
was an excuse, which I very much doubt, for
making that bargain in 1885, it looks exceedingly
like a gross piece of corruption to have renewed it
without tender under the circumstances.

Mr. FOSTER. As the hon. gentleman will see,
if there was only one electric lighting company in
Montreal, the only thing to do was to make an ar-
rangement with that company, if it were decided
to have electric lighting.  So, as regards the con-
tract in 1885, the gravamen of the charge falls to
the ground.  The hon. gentleman has then to show
that the amount paid now to this company is in
excess of what should be paid. If that was not
too great a charge at the time, and if, after three
or six companies had become established, and the
supply by this company had been satisfactory, the
company had, to a certain extent, a right to be con-
sidered.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Not at all.

Mr. FOSTER. If its work was satisfactory, and
if the lighting was done at a fair price and not an
exorbitant price—and the hon. gentleman has not
shown that it was an exorbitant price—I do not
see anything wrong in the transaction. But if the
hon. gentleman can show that the price paid to the
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company was a great deal wore than it should have
been, then there was ground for a charge.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It was your
bounden duty to take all reasonable precautions by
asking tenders, and ascertaining if you could not
get the work done for a less s, Evidently not
the slightest pains were taken to do so.  This has
been made o means ol giving a large sum ber
annum to the Grzette Company in veturn for politi-
cal services rendered. T have no doubt, from in-
formation I have received, that if tenders had
been asked for in Montreal a very considerable
saving on these rates would have been obtained. 1
am told that no tenders were applied for, and that
parties were expecting to he asked to tender : bat
it was done without giving any notice to the com-
panies in the city toapply. 1t seems to he about

as gross a piece of jobbery as we have yet heard, tender, they would have had a vight to the contract.

although it is not to the same amount as a good
many others,

Mr. WATSON. What number of lights are
kept burning all night, and what is the average
number of hours for the 237 lights

Mr. FOSTER. I do not know the number of
hours, and the payment is so much per light.

Mr. WATSON. They donot cost the Gazette
anything when they are not burning.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
should be kuid on the Table.

Mre. FOSTER. T have no objection to have the
contract brought down. I tind here o summary of
the report of the chief architect, in which he says :

‘l
.

The contract.

*The present arrangement is considered to be a reason-
able une. more especially as since the original agreement
was entered into the lighting time of the lamps has in-
creased several hours per night, Many of the additional
lamps are required for the greater part of the 24 hours,”

Mre. WATSON.  Thatis what I want to find out.

Mr. HAGGART. It is only an average of 43
cents per light per night.

Mr. WATSON. It is a very high rate, when
you put 237 lamps in a building. T question very
much whether some are lighted at all any time
during the year. When the Minister says he had
a right to renew the contract because the company
had done the work before, T say the Government
have noright to do so, for the Government had paid
for putting in the lights. There ave two or three
companies running the incandescent light in Mon-
treal, and 43 cents per lamp per night is a very
high rate. It should be furnished as regards that
number in a building of that deseription for tiree-
quarters of a cent per hour, and I am satistied
these lamps will not average seven hours per
night.

Mr. HAGGART. Some are burning 24 hours.
(]

Mr. SOMERVILLE. Outside of the cost of
lighting the post office and of this contract, con-
sideration should be given to the principle of letting
this contract without asking public tenders. I re-
ceived a letter from Montreal within the last few
days calling my atteution to this, matter, and say-
ing it should be thoroughly investigated by the
House, because it was no doubt a huge job got up
for the benefit of the contractors. I was informed
by the party who wrote to me that at the time the

contract was given to the Gazette there were two
or three electric lighting companies in the city
which should have had an opportunity to compete,
aml even the city postmaster did not know the
otfice was to be lighted by electricity until work--
imen entered the building for the purpose of ar-
ranging the lights, and then the contract had been
made with the Gazette proprietors.  In natters of
this kind public competition should be solicited, and
everyone should be put on the same footing.  The
Montreal Gazitte is not an electrie lighting com-
pany, but is in the newspaper business, and why
should that company be preferred to the com-

panies regularly  engaged in the business? 1
contend that the public should have been

notitied that tenders werve required for light-
ing the post oftice, and if, when that had heen
done, the Gazette wastound tohave sent in thelowest

But so long as there werve other electrie light com-
panies doing business in Moutreal, it was an under-
handed piece of business to give the contract to a
party not regularly engaged in the trade, and with-
out soliciting tenders from others. There can be
no justitication for it whatever. Fven  without
considering the question of price, and even if the
Montreal (fazette offer was less than it could have
been done by othercompanies, there was an injustice
done to the public in not having competition and in
not having offers from others.  If a contract is to
be let under open competition those in the business
will put down the price to the lowest notch in order
to get the work. If the Minister of Finance was
going to have some work of this kind done for him-
self he would not select a private company not en-
gaged in the business, but he wou](‘ go to the
regular electric companies and ask them the price
of lighting the building and invite competition.
He is trustee for the public, he is doing business
for the public, and he ought to guard the interests
of the public the same as he would guard his own
interests. I venture to say that there is not & man
sitting on the Government benches to-day, who
would let a contyact for lighting buildings of his
own in such way as this contract was let. 1 consi-
der it was a gross injustice to the public to give
this contract at first, and further it was an injustice
to renew the contract without giving the competing
companies an opportunity to tender. This matter
was discussed” in the House some years ago, and
the Minister must have known that the Government
did wrong in letting the contract ‘without asking
for public competition. Therefore I say that they
cannot justify this expenditure. I do not know
whether this amount is excessive or not. I care
not whether it is excessive or not; but I say that
the principle is wrong and that the Government can-
not justify it.

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend has allowed his
enthusiasm to run away with him in his use of ad-
jectives, and he characterizes this tirst as a job,
and afterwards he declares it is a huge job. It
cannot he a huge job, for the amount itself is very
small, and I notice that in the talk of hon. gentle-
men opposite none of them have attempted to
show that this price is large.  He asks what would
one do if he had a building of his own to light ? If
there was only one electric light company in the
city where I had a building to light, I should go to
that electric light company, and that was exactly
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what was done in this case. I that work Iial heen
well done for three or four years, and if good satis-
faction hiaud heen given, and it was done as cheaply
as any other, 1 certainly would renew the con-
tract with the person who was lighting my build-
ing. 1 tind that is exactly what is done in this
case, hecause there is acondition in the contract
which makes it imperative for this company to
furnish the light as cheaply as any other company
wilil offer todo it for: or if they do not the
contract ix cancelled.

Mr. BARRON.  Huve yvou found that out ¥

Mr. FOSTER.  Yes

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How have yon
found out thar they do it as cheaply as others

Mr. FOSTER.  Every company doing husiness
in the city of Montreal is no doubt anxious for
business. and none of these companies has ever
offerad to do it cheaper.

Mr. BARRON. Has the Government tried to
find out ¥

Mr. FOSTER. T have asked the deputy to make
enquiries as to the cost of clectric lighting here and
in other places, so ax to bring that information down
at the siane time as the contract.

NSir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That isa mere
evitsion of the question. The hon. gentleman does
not state that notice was sent out to these com-
pithies when this previous contract expired on the
22ud October last. T have reason te believe that
the hon. Minister is misinformed when he states
that when thiscontract was originally entered into,
there were no other electric companies in Montreal

Mr. FOSTER.  That i my information.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. [awm informed
to the contrary. I am informed that there were
electric light companies in Montreal at the time,
wed that these companies would bave been too
happy to have competed with the Montreal Gazefte
Company for the lighting of the post otlice if they
hael known, T am also informed that no notifica-
tion wicitever was given when this contract ex-
pired on the 22nd October last, that no steps
whittever were tuken by the department or By any-
hody in the public service to ascertain whether
these companies would do the work cheaper or not.
Now, if the hon. gentleman is able to comtiadict the
information given to me on this head, if he is able
to prove that notifications were sent to these other
companies known to be doing business in Montreal
and asking them to tender, there woull be some
force in his argnment. It is quite clear that the
Montreal Gazetee, which is known to he o thick
amd thin supporter of the Government. has heen
wllowerd to retain a contract of nearly S0 @ year
without public competition.  That is the state of
the case and it is not creditable to the Government.

Mr. WATSON. It can be easily understood by
anyone in this House acguainted with electric
lighting, that it might be very easy for the (Fazette
people to give light to the Government for $16 per
year per lamp, but it might not be so casy for any
outsider who is uot friendly to the Government. If
the Government had asked for tenders for lighting

“at 8o much per hour per night per lunp, they

would have paid for what they got. I an satistied

that these lights in the building at Montreal are

not hurning the average number of hours which
" Nr. Fostek.

has been spoken of by the Postmester General. |
venture to say that they will not average four
Phours anight. As a comparison T may say that in
the town in which I live, where we have to burn
wood oreoal, the electrie light is furnished at three-
quarters of a cent per hour for a sixteen-canille
lump, while I am satistied that they are getting
cone cent per howr in Montreal where they buy
Feoal for about half the price it costs us in Manitoba,
i I eertainly think there is quite a little job there. [
csay that  the Government  should widvertise for
Ptemders aned get it at =0 much per hour, metre
measurement.

Mr. FERGUSON (Leeds). Many of these Tnmps
are burning all day:

Mr. WATSON. It must be a very badly lighted
building if the lamps have to burn all day.  The
Custom house closes at four o'clock in the after-
noon, and 1 venture to say that these Lunps do not
burn on an average four hours a day. I am a
little =sarprised that the Gewfte Company have
power under their charter to undertake the light-
ing of any buildings outside of their own, but I
{ suppose they have that power, or these other com-
paniesin Montreal would haveobjected toitlong ago.
It ix omly just to the public and to the other com-
panies which are engaged in the regular business
of clectric lighting, that they should have an
opportunity of tendering for the furnishing of this
light.

Mr. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga), 1 think the
comparison made by wy hon, friend for Marquette
(Mr. Watsom) between the Montreal post office
wnd the post office at Portage la Prairie is a little
out of piace.  When he says that these lights only
burn for four hours a day, he does not seem to
know that they work in the Montreal post office
for twenty-four hours a day, and that the huilding
must be illuminated the whole night, because the
mails are coming in from every guarter, and being
assorted for distribution, from the beginning of
the day to the end.

Mr. WATSON. 1 spoke of a comparison in
rates. I was not speaking of the number of hours

at all. T said that the light was furnished with ws
at three-quarters of a cent per lamp per hour.

Mi. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga).
make out four hours ¢

Mr. WATSON.  The number of honrs does not
matter.  The longer number of hours the lamps
burn the chieaper the light ought be obtained per
hour. I said that the Government ought to get their
light on the sune principle as any business man
would get it, and pay so much per sixteen-candle

power lump per hour.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. I think the Finance
Minister ought at least to explain how this com-
pany were bound to furnish the light as cheaply as
any other company, and how he ascertained that
they were furnishing it as cheaply as any other
company wounld furnish it. The hon, member for
South Oxford asked him to explain that, hut he
has failed to do so. If he is in possession of the
facts it is easy for him to explain. I think if he
were in possession of the facts he would have
explained it hefore now.

Mr. FOSTER. I may say tomy hon. friend that
I did not muke that statement, that the Guzette

How did yon
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Company were furnishing the light as cheaply as
any other company would furnish it. T said that
the hon. gentleman had not proved that it wis an
exorbitant price. I alsocstated that there is a
clatse in the contract. and in the Order in Council
as well, by which the contract was extended. that
the Gz tte Company was to give its light ascheaply
as any other company woukd offer to put it in for.

Mr. SOMERVILLE, How do you know they
are doing it?

Mr. FOSTER. T suppose they ave. 1T did
state that they were, wued nobady on the opposite
side has said that they are not,

Mre. SOMERVILLE.,  You have not given the
other companies i chanee tosay whether they woulild
or net,

Mr. BARRON.  Thehon, Finunce Minister tried
to make the point that the country was losing

nothing, beciuse there was in the agreement with ;

the Montreal Gosette Company a clause that they
would supply the lizht as cheaply as anybody else.
When he was asked : How do you know » he hegan
to say that the other companies would find it ont.
and try to wet the conuract. In answer to that.
we asked how do the other companies know about
it ? Here is @ seeret contract made with the Mont-
real Gozette Company, and the other companies
have not a chanceto tender. and know nothing about
it.
i huge frawd, not applying the word huge to the
amount involved, but to the character of the trans-
action, which undoubtedly cannot be defended,
hecanse contracts of this kind should be let by
tender, and this has not heen done.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
grouwd this contract is one of the most objection-
able imaginable.  No Government ought to make
- contract with o company in which they put a
clause permitting that company to retain the con-
tract on condition that they will perform it as
cheaply as anyone else.  To do that is practically
to prevent any other company tendering. hecause,
according to the statements made by the hon

-wentlemen, they conld nnt get the contract unless
they would goso low that the Montreal Gazette
Company would throw it up in disgust. which it is
not likely they would do. So that that pracrically

cuts off all competition, even if the companies!

knew of the matter,

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Thongh I ain‘not a
lawyer, I understand that ignorance can be sue-
cessfully  pleaded against  prosecution  in many
cases. In the matter under discussion, I venture
to say that the hon. gentlemen who have been
throwing observations acvoss the floor of the House
have not sutliciently acquainted themselves with
the facts of the case before making these observa-
tions. It has been contended that the contract
made with the Montreal Gazette Company—of the
details of which I coafess I am ignorant. hecause
they were made without my knowledge—should
have been made in 1885, when tenders were
first called for. What are the facts® The post
ottice had been lighted by the Montreal Gas Com-
pany at a cost of between £3,000 and $4L000 o
year. A contract was made with the (azetre
Company—-—

Mr. CCRRAN.
137

In the adjoining building.

not :

The transaction is, as wy hon. friend has said, |

On another

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell).  In the adjoining
building, as my hon. friend says, but that is im-
material. At what cost was that contract made ¥
PAL a less cost per light than the Montreal Gas
FCompany had got at a time when no other build-
ing was in a position to light the post office 1 and
the country saved. not a considerable, . but a
madicum of money on that contract. It ran for
four or five years, at the enid of which thue it was
renewed, and why 7 Bevause 1 presume the work
of lighting the post office had been done satisfac-
torily to the Public Works Department of this
country. It was lighted wder a very much less
rate than it was under the original contract, be-
cause competition had sprung up in the meantime,
I am not concealing that fuct for one moment. It
was lighted at as low a rate as any other building
in Montreal at that time.  So that 50 fir as the
public interest is concerned, there has heen not
only no loss of money in consequence of the con-
itract, but a saving to the country. The hon.
imemhcl‘ for Marquette (Mr. Watson) bas talked
Fabout a price of three-quarters of . cent per
light per hour as being the rate charged in his
western country.  That amounts to five and a
yuarter cents per week, orv something like 830 or
thereabouts per kunp per year.

P Mres WATSON. It depends on how long you
i burn them.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). This contract is St6
per lamp per year, which is one-half the price the
hon. gentleman speaks of, and these lights are
tbhurning pretty much the year round, at least in
s some parts of the huilding.

[ Mr. WATSON. What average do the lights
burn per night *

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). 1 do not know. 1
: should think 12 hours at least. If you knew the
locality of the building you would know that
along St. Francois Xavier Street, and on Fortitica-
tion Lane, it is utterly impossible to light one-half
of that building by sunlight : you must have either
gas lamps or electrical lamps burning the year
round to light the building, so much is it obscured
from the sun.  However, the principal reason why
I rose to-night—because, I confess I am not
acquainted with the details of this transaction,
which is not part of my business in connection with
the (fazette—is that I want to repel a charge of the
: hon, member for Nouth Oxford—and I do it with-
out any kind of reservation at all—-that this con-
tract has anything whatever to do with the charac-
ter of the editorial articles or the opintons of the
Guwettc newspaper. I have known the hon,
gentleman  to make the same charge in his own
county agaiust the Conservative press of Canada.
I vepel it on behalf of the Conservative press.
Why, Nir, the hon, gentleman might just as well
make a similar charge against the /ol newspaper;
he might as well say that forthwith, because that
paper occasionally receives an advertiscment from
the Qutario Government, it is therefore under the
hand and under the influence of Mr. Mowat, the
leader of that Government, and that its principles
are made and governed by the small pittance it
receives from the local treasury. I might just as
well charge against the Glohe that its politics are
governed by the pittance it receives from Mr.
Mowat, as the hon. gentleman charges that the
politics of the Gazette are governed by the pit-
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tance it receives from Ottawa. For whatever Mr. SOMERVILLE. I donot know that the

work the Montreal Gazette has done for this Gov-

hon. member for South Oxford is exactly right in

vimment it has received o fair charge and no more ; | saying that the Gazette was influenced in its edi-

and its political opinions and course have never
been intluenced one iota by reason of its business
connection with the Government at Ottawa. If the
hon, gentleman ventures  to say  otherwise |
challenge him to the proof. I say again that the
Gazette 1s as independent of this Government as
the G/ohe newspaper or any other newspaper sup-

. . . - H
porting hon. gentlemen opposite is independent of

any Local Government.
connected  with the Gezette newspaper, that my
opinions have never been influenced by the business
relations that paper may have had with this
Government, whether those velations be large or
small, hecause 1 believe this, and I do believe it
sincercly, that for whatever money we have received
from the Government we have remlered value, and
nothing less or nothing more. We have never
received from this or any other Government any-
thing inore than was fair and just, and the political
opinions of the paper have never heen influenced
in any degree by its business relations.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The pittance
which the hon. gentleman’s paper received last
year wits S6689.17 for advertising and $5.252.53 for
printing.  Now, that is a very considerable deal
less, on an average, than has heen received by the
tiazette for the last twelve years. During that
titne, if a true account were taken, 1 believe it
would be found that that paper received close on
100,000 of public money, in one shape or anotaer.
For my part, although 1 do not suppose the hon.
gentlenin himself may have heen influenced by it,
I have not the slightest doubt that the Gazetre has
been very largely intfluenced in the course it has
pursued with regard to public matters throughout
this country by the amount of Government patron-
age it has received during the last twelve years.
I hiave not the faintest doubt of that, and I have
not the faintest doubt the same holds true of the
majority of the other papers which have been par-
ticipators in the plunder like the Gazerte. T have
not the slightest doubt that what is true of the
Montreal Gazette is equally true of the Lomdon
Free Press, the Moncton papers, and the St. John
and Halifux papers, which, like it, have heen
sharers in the plunder.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). 1 have too. high an
opinion of the hon. member for South Oxford to
assume, for one moment, that he believes what he
has stated. Why, Sir, look at his argument. He
declares that the Montreal Gaze/fe Jduring this last
year has received less money than it did during the
preceding tive or ten years. Task him, in all candor,
has the Montreal Gazette heen a less staunch sup-
porter of the Comnservative policy this past year
than it was ever before ?

Mr. LANDERKIN. Yes.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Has it heen a less
strong supporter of the Government than befove ¥
If it has not, and he cannot say it has not, how in
heaven’s name have the payments made by this
Government to that paper been used to influence it
in its support of the Government here. Why, his
whole argument tends to show the utter fallacy of
the pretension he makes hefore this House.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think $6,000
is a goodly amount.

Mr. Witk (Cardwell).

It is my proud boast, as:

t

: justifying and supporting the Government.

torial opinions by this money ; but I am satisfied
if the Gazette was not influenced in that regard,
the payment of the money was a substantial aid to
the Gazette,  Thereis no doubt about that : and if
the (/azefte received substantial aid. there is no
reason why it should not go on ingits old course of
This
is just another indication of the manner in which
public expenditures have heen made by the Gov-
ernment.  They have made it a principle to sup-
port their supporters on every occasion. They
have supported them by building railways in con-
stituencies where railways were not required in the

i public interests, and by building public buildings

where the public necessities did not demand them.
They have expended the public money in paying
large sums to newspapers for printing and

tadvertising ever since 1 have heen a member of

this House, and in doing that they have been sup-
porting their supporters. The Montreal Gazette
has always been a supporter of the Conservative
party. and I suppose will continue to -he so, no
matter what amount of pay they may get from
the public crib : but there is one thing I must say
with regard to the hon. member for Cardwell’s
statement, that the Government have always
received fair work for a fair price from the Gazeite
company. I cannot allow that statement to go
without contradiction, hecause 1 proved in the
Public Accounts Committee some years ago that
the Gazette was paid in some cases fourtcen times
the amount the public contractors charged.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Thatisa slander which
has been sent abroad throughout the country and
has never heen proved.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. [ established that beyond
doubt before the Public Accounts Committee and
Lefore this House. [ established beyond doubt
that, in some cases, the Geazeffe was paid fourteen
times the value of work done.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). No.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. Fourteen times the value
for work they did in comparison with the prices
the public contractors would have done the same
work for. The Gazette got, in some cases, over
222,000 o year for public printing of various kimds
and advertising, and in this respect I think the
Government has supported its supporter very well
for a number of years. I do not blame the Mout-
real Grzelte for being desirous to maintain in office
the present Government, as naturally enough the
(fazette desires to reciprocate the favours it receives
and assist the Government which assiste them. It
is the same with my hon. friend from West Assini-
boia (Mr. Davin). He has been feeding liberally
at the public crib for years. He has been getting
from 85,000 to §7,000 a year for patronage to the
Regina Leader.

The CHAIRMAN. Order. We are on the
item of the Montreal post office, and the hon. gen-
tleman knows he is out of order.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. There is some light in
Regina, even when the bard is not here. In refer-
ring to_him, I admit I was out of order, but I
think I have a perfect right to refer to the
Montreal Gazette, and, as I have said, that paper -
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has been liberally supported by the Government.
I do not say its opinions have heen influenced by
that support ;: but, to any ordinary individual, that
support would probably have some weight in in-
fluencing the opinions of parties receiving such
large sums from this or any other Government.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Tam not going to speak
against this item, and I think hon. gentlemen, if
they knew what I was going to say, would give me
a little better attention.

Some hon. MEMBERS.  Order.

Mr. LANDERKIN. It seems to be the function
of the Montreal €/azette to shed light, and it is in
keeping with that function that it should light up
the Montreal post office.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.
ricd.

Mr. LANDERKIN. T say it is not carried. 1
had the Hoor hefore you said it was carried, and I
say 1t is not curried.

Some hon. MEMBERS,  Order.

M. DEPUTY SPEAKER. The item was carried
hefore the hon. gentleman got up.

Nome hon. MEMBERS.  Chair.

Mr. CASEY. T heard the hon. gentleman (Mv.
Lauderkin) address you before you said *“carried.”™

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.  Theitem is carvied,
but I have no objection that the hon. gentleman
should speak.

some hon. MEMBERS,  Ovder ; chair.

Mr. LANDERKIN. T see, in looking at the
Montreal Gazette. of to-day, that it is not only
sheddding its light on Montreal, but it has invaded
Spencer Wood——

Some hon, MEMBERS,  Order.

Mr. LANDERKIN,—it has invaded Spencer
Woad, and is giving its light to the Lieutenant
Governor there as to what is his duty.

Some hon. MEMBERS.,  Orvder.

Mr., LANDERKIN. We pay that paper for
light, and it is but shedding its light out of the
funds the Dominion Government give to it. There
were 33,000,008 squandered at Quebec by the
Dowinion Government—did the Montreal (Fazette
ever say a word about that?

Some hon. MEMBERS.

Mr. LANDERKIN.

been squandered.
about it ¥

Some hon, MEMBERS, " Orvder.

Mr. LANDERKIN. No: but it does now what
no paper should do under a limited monarchy, it
seeks to give light to the Licutenant Governor as
to what action he should take.

Some hon. MEMBERS., Order.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. 1 wish to correct a state-
ment made by the hon member for South Oxford
(Sir Richard Cartwright). I understood him tosay
that the Gazefte had received $6,000. I find that
Jast year the Gazette received 812,528.43, besides
the amount for the electric light, $4,000, making a
total of 816,528.43.

Riviere du Loup post office, Customn house,
&e.—to complete......... ... $11,200
Mr. CASEY. What are the details of that ?
1373

That item is car-

Order.

Millions of money have
Did the Gazefte say anything

Mr. FOSTER. This is to provide for the com-
pletion of the new post ottice building at Riviere
du Loup. The total expenditure up to the 3lst
December was 59,227, The total cost of the build-
ing is to he £23,000.

Mr. CASEY. What is the population ?

Mr. LANDERKIN.
riding

Mr. FERGUSON (Leeds).
in this House against you.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I notice that there is. We
can follow this.  Wherever there is a protest
there is a grant.

Mr. FOSTER. The population is about 4,004,

Mr. CASEY. What are the revenues ?

Mr. FOSTER. The postal revenue is S2,500,
The money orders issued aumount to 219,000,  The
savings bank deposits arve 86,700,

Mr. CASEY. This is also a much smaller place
than the one to which T called attention earhier in
the evening.  If it is necessary to have a protest
in a county bhefore a grant for public buildings can
be made, and if I had known that in time, there
would have been no difficulty in getting up a pro-
test in my county if any one would furnish the
security.  We will see about that at the next
election.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.

Mr. WATSON.
oftice ¥

Is there a protest in this

There is a protest

Carried.
Will this complete this post

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. This has been
carried.
Mr. WATSON. I was on my feet asking a

question of the Finance Minister before you said
“cavried.”

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. The Chairman
has waited until time has been given for everyhody
to speak, and then I say ** carried.”

Mr. WATSON. The Chair has no right to say
how long an item should take in discussion.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. The Chairman has
a right to say “carried”™ when members have
spoken.
~Mr. CASEY. The invarviable rule is for the
Chairman to see if anyone desires to speak before
he says ““ carried.™

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.
wait—five minutes ?

Mr. CASEY.  When
longer——

Mr. DEPCTY SPEAKER.
long enough.

Mr. CASEY. Wlhen you have had a little mere
experience of your present position yon will kunow
better.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order.
the time to discuss this matter.

Mr. CASEY. It is not the custom for the Chair
to cry ‘‘carried” directly the last speaker sits
down. There must he a decent opportunity given
for other hon. members to speak.

M:r. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Order. If the hon.
gentleman would not think he can give lessons to
everybody, it would be better.

How long is he to

youa have heen there

1 have been here

This isnot
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Mre. CASEY.  You want lessons, and you will
get them.

Mr. WATSON.
ance Miuister.

Me. FOSTER. I was going to give you the in-
formation, but you were quarrelling with the Chair-
BT

Me. WATSON., It was the Chairman whe was
quarrelling with the members.

I asked a question of the Fin-

ST.A0
What is the population ¥

Mi, CANEY.  Where is St. Henri?

Mr. FOSTER.  In Hochelaga County.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Whois the member for
that county 7

Me. DESTARDINS (Hochelaga).
protest there.

Mi, WATSON.
post ottice ¥

Mr. FOSTER.  The postal revenue is 1,700,

Mr. LANDERKIN.  According to the Post-
master General's Report, it was S1,667.74. How-
ever, the hon. gentleman is nearer to the mark than
usttal,

Mr. HYMAN.
other to follow ?

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. A vote was
taken last year for $8,000. What is the total cost

Mr. FOSTER. There was a vote of S4.000 in
1890, and that was for thesite. That has heen pur-
chased, and nothing else has been expended up to
the 3lst December, 1890, This is now for going on
with the work.

Mr. LANDERKIN. This will cost about 325,000
to collect X1.6437.

Mr. O'BRIEN. As t6 sites for these post oftices,
in this case I understand the Dominion Government
are paying for the site, while in Orillia, the town
in which I live, the municipality is obliged to buy
the site. Why, in one vise, does the Dominion Gov-
crmment pay for the site, while in the other the
municipality has to find the site?

Mr. FOSTER. 1 see that the amount of the con-
tract is 87,770 : the site cost 23,500, and this 87,500
is fur proceeding with the work. The building will
have a frontage of 43 feet 6 inches by 333 feet 6 in-
ches, two stories, front walls of stone, rear walls
of brick, and the roof of wood ; the ground floor
for the post oftice, and the first floor for Custom-
house apartments. '

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Sofaras I cun
make out, the hon. gentleman must be under some
misapprehension as to the cost. He says $4,000
were voted in INS9-90, S8.000 were voted in the
year which has just passed, and we are asked for
87,500 more.

Mr. FOSTER. But of the 8,000 voted last vear
- none of it was expended. A part of that will lupse.
The contract and the cost of site both together
amount to $11,700.  Then come the fittings for the
buildings, and the incidental expenses. The whole
estimate is 819,000,

Mr. BARRON. TheFinance Minister hasnotyet
answered the question asked by the hon. member
Mr. Casky.

St. Henri Post Offiee, &e.ooveennnnn ves

Me. HYMAN.

There is no

What is the revenue of this

Is this the total vote, or is an-
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! for Muskoka, with regard to the difference hetween
i this case and the case of Orillia.

Mr. FOSTER. There wasa difference in the two,
We did not have to buy the site for Laprairie. We
cannot compel a municipality to give a site.” A
post oflice is a Government huilding, and very often
the locality offers a site, and then the Government
is very glad to accept it, and we will he still more
glad if the example sometimes given will induce
others to do the same.

Mr. O'BRIEN. This is a most extraordinary
doctrine, that if a municipality offers a site. they
will take it, but if the manicipality does not ofter
a site they will buy it Why should Orillia pro-
vide a site at her own” expense, when the Govern-
ment boys a site in & town like St. Henri, which
has far less claim for a post ottice ?

Me. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga).  The hon. gen-
tleman speaks as if Sto Henrt was a small town : it
has a population of 150000 The accommodation
at the post otlice has been so bad that people have
hael actually to go to the Montreal post office to he
accommenlated, It has been helld in a little room
about 10 feet squard. St Henrd is about two
miles from Montreal, and is a suburb fast increas.
ing in population. It is a centre of distribution,
There are many small post otfices around Montreal
which are to be served by the Se. Henri post office.
- S0 I do not see why it should not be provided with
a post office, unless it iz because it is in the Pro-
vinee of Quebwee,

Mr. MeMULLEN. T see that the amount of
money deposited in the post office savings bank
wis 8330.31.  In three towns in my riding there is
an average of 830,000 deposited in the post office
savings bank, and not one of them hasa post office.
‘The entire receipts of St. Henri post office last year
amounted to £1,667.94 ; nomber of money orders,
241 : total amount of money orders issued during
the year, $3,110; total commission received from
the publie, $32: compensation to the postmaster
on money ordersthronghout the year, 88,23 : salary
paid him, 8528 ; and for the room the hon. gen
tleman has referred to we have been paying S60
rent ; and in a place like that we are asked to con-
tribute S1.000 to build a post oftice.  This is even
worse than the other cases : 1 cannot pronounce it
anything elsc than a barefaced fraud. T cannot
understand how hon. gentlemen opposite can ask
the Committee to consent to such absurd nonsense.

Mr. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga). T shall muke
it my duty to inform my Liberal friends in Nt
Henri how they are treated by the Libieral Opposi-
tion in Purliment.

Mr. LANDERKIN.  We have been discuszing
at some length the electric light item; this is the
Rielite item. The hon. member for Muskoka
understands that they are paying them off one by
one, with either a post office or something else.
We will soon get to the end of the Riclite vote,
then 1 hope our Riel friends in the west will be
satistied. * ‘

Mr. CASEY. What makes this post office vote
look worse than it is on the face of it, isthe vemurk
of wy hon. friend who represents Hochelaga (Mr.
Desjardins). He says he will take pleasure in tell-
ing his Liberal friends that the Liberals in Parlia-
ment opposed the grant. By that remark he
exposes the object of the whole proceeding ; he
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shows that this grant was made for political pur-
poses : he shows that when we, on this side, criti-
cise u transaction that is scandalous on the face of
it, he takes wlvantage of it and attempts to make
political capital in his own county. I say that sucha
method of treating this subject is quite unbecoming
to the member for Hochelagn, who has always borne
a character that would not lead one to suspect
that he woulld treat such a subject in this manuer.
The transaction is the most scandulous of any we
have had hefore us. St. Henri is practically a
suburb of Montreal, and the office is merely a sort
of branch of the Montreal oftice. The people evi-
dently do most of their business in Montreal, as is
seen by the returns. Under the circumstances, the
proposal to erect a post oftice suitable for a large
town or small city is absurd. If the Government
could show any reason for the expenditure it would
be different, but they consider the House has
simply to register and carry out the decisions at
which they have arrived. The Minister of Finance
dropped & hint that may prove useful, naumely,
that some municipalities offered sites free, so as to
indduce the Government to erect a public building,.

“If the hon. gentleman will undertake to erect
public buildings in all places where free sites ave
oftered I can prowmise him applications from more
important places than we are now dealing with.

M. FOSTER.

Mr. CASEY. The hon. gentleman has grown
$0 accustomed to connecting the granting of public
money with support for the Govermment he eannot
disassociate them for a moment.  Ridgetown is a
vastly more important place than many of those
named, and if a proposal were male to give it a
public huilding I would give it my support.

Mr. BARRON. I was not surprised at the mem-
ber for Muskoka (Mr. O'Brien) vising, in view of
the statement made by the Minister of Finance,
that in St. Henri they are paying $3.500 for a lot
and in Orillia they are asking a free site as a con-
dition of crecting a public building. What pos-
sible fairness is there in that action when a compar-
ison is made butween the two places. At St. Henri
the gross postal revenue was 1,667, whereas
at Orillia it was 87,857, The number of money
orders issued at Orillia was 2,043, while at St.
Henri it was 241. The value of money orders
issned at Orillia was 325,207, while at St. Henri it
was 33,010, The total commission received in
Orillia was 8203, at St. Henri 8325 and so the
comparison goes all the way through. I am not,
therefore, surprised that the hou. member for
Muskoka or any hon. member shoull rise and
protest against such invidious distinctions being
made with regard to public works. Take the

“deposits: In Orillia they were S81.811; at Nt.

- Henri, 33,500. . 1 hope some ditferciii system wii
be puisned in distributing the favours of the Gov-
ernmment. - .

Mr.. SOMERVILLE. The hon. member for
Hochelaga (Mr. Desjardins) said the post office at
St. Henrl was an important distributing point. I
observe that not one dollar was paid for for-
warding.

Mr. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga). It is becoming
an important distributing centre, because the

And with your support ?

population is increasing -in that direction. When

the new post office is established it will be an
important distributing point for western Montreal

Mr. SOM ERVILLE. It may becomean important
distributing point in the future, but it is not an
important distributing point now. With respect
to the cost of sites, the Minister of Finance has
told us that the site will cost $3,500. I remember
cases where lurge bills have been sent in for law
costs for examining titles. 1 remember how for
the new departmental building $7,000 were paiild
the lawyers for examining titles. In conneetion
with the post otfice ut Hamilton. although the site
hael been occupied by Senator Melnines” warchouse
for many years. a favoured lawyer in Toronto wus
employed to examine the title, and he charged S180
or 8190. 1 want to know whether the price of

F23,500 in question includes examination of title.

Mr. DESJARDINS (Hochelaga).  The price
seems to be high : but when it is remembered that
there is not a lot to he purchased in that immediate
vicinity for less than 30 cents or 60 cents per square
foot, and that the site is on an extension of Nt
James street, and in a locality where Lkud is very
high, I do not think the Governmeut could have
done hetter.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. T want to know whether
it includes the examination of title.

Mr. FOSTER.  The memorandum [ have is that
the cost of the site will be 53,500,

Mr. CASEY. If this policy of erecting post
oftices in suburbs is carried out in Montreal, simi-
lar applications will be made on hehalf of suburbs
clsewhere.  The member for West York (Mr.
Wallace) must have been neglecting his duty in not
securing thecrection of a Dominion building at West
Toronto Junction.  If the Minister of Agriculture
had remained & member of this House he might
have secured a public building for some of the
suburbs of London that are not yet incorporated.
The principle of putting up expensive buildings in
the suburbs of great cities is one which, if carvied
out throughout the Dominion, would invelve «a
tremendous expenditure, and one which seems to
be improper and wasteful.

St, Vineent de Paul Penitentiary...... 320.00

Mr. FOSTER.  We will reduce this appro-
priation, because the Opposition have kept us so
lonyg discussing the Estimates that by the time we
get the money we will not be able to spend it this
yeir.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. In that case we had
better keep you here longer. It will be a good
thing for the country if the fact that™ the session
was prolonged would reduce the public expenditure.

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend will see the item
is for penitentiaries, and so lonyg as the Opposition
keep us here there will probably be not so much
necessity for room there.

Brantford, Ont., Battalion Drill Shed.. $10,000

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What is going
to be done with this. T

Mr. FOSTER. I think it is proposed to giveit
as a Government contribution to the city of Brant-
ford to build a drill shed.

Carleton Place Post Office, &c......... $12,500

Mr. LANDERKIN. $26,000.
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Mr. WATSON. What was the original con-
tract for the building *

Mr. FOSTER. S14,000.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. How was the price in-
creased.

Mr. FOSTER. The £14,000 does not include the
fittings or the price of the land, which cost £4,0(0.

Sir RICHARD CARTAWRIGH?Y. 1 should
think from some discoveries that have been made
inother parts of the building you had hetter enlarge
them.

Cobourg Post Office. Custom house, &e... 31,500

Mr. BARRON. 1 would ask the Minister of
Finance to allow that item to stand, because there
is a matter in connection with it coming up before
the Public Accounts Committee, and which would
have been brought up earlier had we been able to
get the returns in connection with it at an earlier
date.

Mr. FOSTER.
for work done.

Mr. BARRON. 1 think we should have some
discussion on this, because if the information given
to some hon. gentlemen on this side of the House
is at all correct there has been, in the lunguage of
my hoii. friend behind me, a huger job in this than
in anything we have discussed to-night. T happen |
to have seen the building, and to know something
aboat it, and a most excessive amount of money has
been already paid onit.  Although the information
was not given to myself, it was given to an hon.
gentleman on this side of the House, and I can un-
dertake to say that the Minister of Finance. if he

 had our information, would not wish to have the

item pass at the present time without some discus-
sion, which cannot he gone into until we have the
matter brought up in the Public Accounts Com-
mittee.

Me. FOSTER.

Government Printing Bureau, includ-
ing cleetrie light plant, &c...... <. 80,300
* Mr. CASEY. The whole business of the Print-
ing Bureaun is so much in dispute just now that 1
thiuk this item should be allowed to stand,

Mr. FOSTER. This is for the building and
plant, which must be paid for. The chief architect
says it is necessary for payment of contract on
additional works caried outat the Bureau, inclusive
of electric lighting, and to cover probable addi-
tional incidental expenses connected with the same.

This is to complete payments

All right, let it stand.

Mr. CASEY. I must object to that item, for the :

reason that I think it is a very expensive way of
obtaining light, both in the Printing Bureau and
here, to have a separate plant for each. We have
one plant for these Luildings. Sarely that could
produce light also for the Priuting Bureau, if
necessary. But even so, 1 have every reasom to
believe that the light could be obtained much more
cheaply from the electric company of the city ; and.
therefore, 1 do not see that there is any use of
having a separate plant for each establishmment.
We all know that Government affairs of this kind
cost a good deal more to run than those run on
business principies. In the P’rintirg Bureau the
commission system has previiied so much in

regard to plant of other kinds that we may sup-
Mr. FoSTER.

pose it to exist in this case. That is why I ask
that the item should stand, because a committee is
enquiring into the affairs of that Bureau, and evi-
dence might turn up in regard to this electric
light plant similar to that which has turned up in
regard to other services. The item is very vague,
not mentioning anything but electric plant. Can
the Minister state what this includes besides the
electric light ?

Mr. FOSTER. Here is an amount of £3,300 due
for contracts, and a balance of 83,000 due on c¢on-
tract for additional work of fitting up electric
light plant.

Mr. CASEY. Is the first item a balance due on
building contracts ?

‘Mr. FOSTER. Yes: for other work besides
electric light plant—for additional work on the
building, fittings and furniture for the stationery
office, all of which were by contract. The incan-
descent light was also by contract. :

Mr. SOMERVILLE.  Who holds the contract o

Mr. FOSTER.  Ahearn & Soper.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
the antount of the contract ?

Mr. FOSTER. 88,492 for the electric plant.

Mr. FORBES. How many lights is that to
supply ¥

Mr. FOSTER.
run 1,200 lights,

Mr. FORBES. Do I understand the hon. gen-
tleman to say that the contract has already heen
let ?

Mr. FOSTER. The contract has already been
let. ' :

Mr. FORBES.
Mr. FOSTER.
and is in operation.

Mr. FORBES. It strikes me that it would have
been much more economical to have had first an
estimate from the engineers as to whether it was
advisable to put in a separate plant to light that
building.

Mr. FOSTER. The engineers and the chief
architect did certainly give their opinion.

Mr. SOMERVILLE.
vertise for tenders ?
Mr. FOSTER.

Mr. WATSON. Does the contract include steam
plant and the dynamo *
Mr. FOSTER.

What was

The power is to be suthicient to

Has the plant been supplied?
The plant has been supplied

Did the Government ad-

Yes ; two tenders were sent in.

No ; simply the electric light

plant. The new engines are got by contract for
S1,000 ¢

Mr. FORBES. It is certain that the same plant
that supplies these buildings could easily supply the
Printing Burean. In order to put in an extra
plant you have also to put in extra engines and
boiler, and a separate staff of workmen. When
these buildings are only a few hundred yards
apart I do not see why the Government should go
to the expense of a new outfit, when they had one
already.

Mr. FOSTER. The power for lighting this
building is not more than sufficient for that
purpose.
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Mr. FORBES.  With the same boiler and the
same engine and additional dynamo, and with the
same men, you could run the electric light for the
Printing Bureau.

Mr. CASEY. My hon. friend appears to forget
that one ¢f the objects in laying out Government
work is to secure employment to as large a number |
of men as possible ; but in this case I find faultwith i
the employment of a separate plant for either of |
these buildings. T have asked the Minister to give |
reasons why this is done, and why the light is not |
taken direct from the company that supplies the
city and runs the stgeet railway. Even if the
Government, with its usual desire to create new
positions for employés, insists upon having an
electrical plant of its own, why is not the water
of the Chaudicre Falls used ¥ Surely the Govern-
ment has a right to use some of that power. It is
surely not all granted away to monopolists., If
they must have a separate plant there is power
enough there to runall the electriclights they want,
even after all the mill-owners are supplied, and
that wuter power belongs to the Government, and
could be used, instead of this needless stewm equip-
ment. I would ask the Minister not to shelter
himeself behind the engineers, as other Ministers
have done, but to tell me what reason of economy
exists for having separate plants for the two build-
ings, or any plant at all, when the city is supplied
by an electric light vompany.  This is a question
of policy, on which the hon. gentleman ought to
have an opinion.  He ought to be able to give rea-
sons for the establishiment of this plant.  If a con-
tract has been made and the money is due, it will
have to be paid ; bhut there is no reason why we
should not have explanations abont it.

Me. STAIRS. I cannot say T know as mnch
about electric light as the hon. mémber for
Queen's (Mr. Forbes), but 1 have had some little
experience of it, and I am confident that the
hon. member and the hon. member for West
Elgin (Mr. Cascy) are not correct in saying that
the Printing Bureau could be lighted more cheaply
by the plant which supplies the House of Cowm-
mons than by a separate plant. The hon. gentle-
man must bear in mind that the plant which
supplies .the House of Commons is not run all;
through the year, and that a special staff has to be
used for the purpose of lighting these buildings,
whereas in the Printing Bureau they have their
staff all the year round, and can utilize them in
connection with their own plant.  With all defer-
ence te the opinion of the hon. member for Queen’s
as to the importance of having highly skilled men
to take charge of the plant, according to my
experience there need he no ditliculty in having
the electric plant of the Printing Bureau under the
charge of the engineers of that establishment, for
both the dynamo and the electric engine are in the
engine room. I am confident that any practicul
man, having to consider the question of putting in
a separate engine and plant in the Bureau
or lighting that building from a distant plant,
intended only to run a few months of the
year, would, as a matter of economy purely,
adopt the system recommended by the Government
engineer. As to the policy of obtainiug the light
from any electric light company in the city or of
making the electric light in the Bureau itself, I am
inclined to think, with all deference to the hon.

member for Queen’s, that, on the whole, it is
cheaper for the Bureau to make its own light. [
know, from what little experience I have had in
connection with some factories at Halifax, that
we find it is a great deal cheaper to provide the
light from our own dynamos than to obtain it
from any company, even at the lowest price the
company will charge. It must be horne in mind
by the Committee in considering the guestion of
lighting an establishment like the Printing Bureau,
or any printing establishment, where mechanies
are about, and you have engines and boilers, you
can utilize them in providing your electricity. I
think that when my hon. friends opposite take
these facts into consideration they will see that the
plan adopted by the Bureau is, on the whole, a
wise one, and one which, in the end, will prove the
most economieal.

Mr. FORBES. I quite agree with the junior
member for Halifax that it is much move economical
for the Government to supply the lights for its own
buildings itself rather than take them from an al-
most monopolizing company like that of Ottawa.
But what Tobject to is this : that having a separate
public building it should be necessary to put in
extra plant.  The House of Commons is run from
three to tive months a year by electric lights, and
the Printing Bureau is also run during that time.
Why, then, should not the same staff of employeés
run both * The same machinery which supplies
electric lights to the House of Commons could
supply them to the other buildings, and there
would be a saving, at any rate, during threc totive
months in the year. The public offices of the vari-
ous departments in the other buildings outside
this House are run the year round, and are lighted
by electricity also, and I do not see why the one
plant cannot supply all the buildings, as they are
all within an area not very large, through which
lines can be easily strung. To put a separate plant
in each public building 1s & gross waste of money.
An engineer is necessary in cach of the stations,
and the dynamo station is not in the engine'room.
You have an engineer and a fireman, and then
your dynamo engineer and his employes in each

; separate building, and the staff in zach one of these
sstations is enormous, and the cost of running them

is something tremendous. A great saving could be
made if the Govermment would look upon the
matter in that light.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. I would like to know
the cost of the engine and boiler requited to run
this chamber.

Mr. FOSTER. The engine, I believe, cost 82,000
and is not included in this vote.

Mr. LANDERKIN. What has been the cost
of this building up to the present ? :

Mr. FOSTER. $242.201.01.

AMr. LANDERKIN. Does that include the plant ?

Mr. FOSTER. All cost of construction up to the
present.

Mr. LANDERKIN.
plant ?

Mr. FOSTER. That was up to 31st December,
1890, :

Mr. LANDERKIN. Does that include the plant ?

Mr. FOSTER. That does not include what this
item is to cover.

What is the amount of the
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Mr. WATSON.,  Have the Government con-: Government to take the necessary means to make
sidered whether it is advisable to use water power | the water power available.  Take the two clectrie
in furnishing the light?  The other electric com- ; lighting companies now in existence in this city.
panies have scen fiv to utilize water power, and it | Instead of leasing the water power from the Govern-
scems strange that the Government, which owns | ment themselves, and making it available by putting
the water power, should not use it.  Electrie lights | in wheels and so on, they have rented the water
can be furnished much cheaper by water power: power from the lessees of the Government, and
than by steam power, and it does seem strange to | they pay a considerable amount of money for the
me that in a city like Ottawa where you have ! use of those water powers, because the wheels arve
immense water power belonging to the Government, ; in and all the arrangements are made, so that they
you should have incurred large expense in putting § have only to attach their dynamos to those wheels,

in steam plant.  Have the department tigured on
the cost of putting in a plant at the Chaudiére
Falls and ntilizing the water power there instead
of stean ?

Mr. FOSTER.
at the time, and it wax considered by the engincers
and architect to be cheaper to furnish the Printing
Bureau with its own electric plant and ranning it
in thut way.  The only cost extra was the cost of
the engine. '

Mr. WATSON.

Mr. FOSTER.

M. WATSON.
so much light.

Mr. FOSTER.  There would have been a great
deal of expense in utilizing the water power, and
that was tiken into account. I am not an expert
in the business, but those whoare came to the con-
clusion that the cheapest way was to use steam.

Mr. CASEY. It is strange that a public com-
pany, which has electric light for sale, should find it

And the fuel
That is only a small amount.
It takes so much fuel to make

cheaper to use water power, and that the Govern-

ment should find it cheaper to use steam. The
clectric light company must have the same ditticnl-
ties in using water power as the Government
would have had.

Mr. WATSON.
number of lights*

Mr. CANEY. [If the engineers reported that
steam §ower was cheaper than water power, it is
pretty clear they did not know their business, he-
cause business men do not use it in that way.

M. WATSON.
plant installed in the Printing Bureau ?

Mr. FOSTER. 1,200 lights.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Surely weare

What is the comparison in the

The matter was fully considered

What is the capacity of the|

! Ithink, if the Government undertook, forthe running
fof asmall plant, such as that in the Printing Bu-
: rean, to render the water power available, it would
+ be found that the expenditure wounld be very much
fgreater than it is under the present systen. There
vare only 1,200 lights, a small engine has been put
- in, the steam from the boilers used for the printing
Ppresses is utilized. 1 have some experience in
- running electric lights myself, and on the whele 1
s convineed that the mode adopted by the Goy-
"ernment is one which will involve the conntry in
- the least expense.  As to the running of the lights
s from the present plant utilized for these buildings,
1 may say that a proposition was nuule for the
lighting of the library by electricity. and it was
“found that the capacity of the present plant, of the
cengine and dynamos in use for the lighting of the
* House of Commons, would not be sutlicient for the
libeary.  The capacity is taxed to the utmost for
. this Honse, and the highting of the library would
 have involved an additional expense of 36,000 op
{38,000 for that alone.
o Mr. WATSON.  If that is the cuse, T think
i there should be sutficient plant put in to light the
i library and the grounds, instead of continuing the
i use of gas 1 and, taking all this into consideration,
. T think the Government should have utilized the
Pwater power for the whole of these grounds and
: buildings, and the outside buildings.  As to the
i cost of putting in the water wheel and so on, I am’
tsatistied. that the cost of the steam engine and
| boiler, and the installing of the same at the Print.
ting Bureau, must have cost enough to put in the
i
{
]

water power, even including the cost of a new
bulkhead at the Chaudicre Falls.

! Mr. SPEAKER. My hon. friend must remem-
ther that it is not only the construction of the
i wheels, but the construction of flumes and other

not to understand the Minister of Finance to say ; things, whichwouldinvelveavery large expenditure,
that there is no surplus water power available at . and, from the information 1 have had from the
the Chauditre. * As long as I have heen at Ottawa, : present electric lighting companies, Lan convinced
I have never seen the Chandiére without observing | that if the Government had adopted the system
any wmount of water power going to waste. i proposed by the hon. gentleman they would have

Mr. FOSTER. I think it is all leased.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. But there
must be a large amount going to waste.

Mr. FOSTER. I think the electric light com-
pany leased their water power from those who had
leases from the Government.

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
is probably better qualitied to speak on that sub-
ject than I am, but I should say, from seeing the
place. that there was a huge waste there all the
time.

Mr. SPEAKER. It requires a considerable
expenditure of money to make the water power

available, and, for a small plant, such as that in the !

Printing Bureau, I do not think it would pay the
Mr. FosTER.

Mr. Speaker

j involved the country in a wuch larger anmual ex-
| penditure than is entailed now.
L Mre. WATSON.  Of course, it is a matter of dif-
| ference of opinion, but I am of opinion that it
: would have been cheaper to use the water power,
not only for the present outlay but for the service
i in the future. One man could attend to all that
is necessary to furnish light for all the Government .
buildings in the city. At present it will take a fire-
man and an additional man at each station, that is,
{ four men, besides the fuel, and I am satistied that
| the original cost of the steam plant would be suthi-
i cient toinstal the hydraulic plant at the Chandiere
Falls.

Mr. LANDERKIN. We formerly used gas in
Now we use the electric light. I

| these buildings.



4369

[AUGUST 24, 1891.]

4370

. N .
anderstand that, since we have used the electric i order to make that fit to use as a site at all.

The

light, the gus bills are as heavy as they were be- i hon. geutleman knows that this post oflice is built

fore. Is that so ¥

Mr. FOSTER. I have not the information heve-

Pembroke Post Offiee, Custom-house, &e._
—To complete. . oe vivieaiinnnnannn. 32,000

Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  What is the
total cost of that Pembioke post oflice ¥

Mr. FOSTER. The total cost, up to 3lst De-
cember, was 831,204,

Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
cost of the lot?

Mr. FOSTER.  S2,500.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  What was
the cost of huilding the reguisite retaining walls

What was the

on a lot sloping very smartly down to the viver. so

fsmartly that I should say a retaining wall of about

20 feet was required for a large part of the con-
struction.

Mr. O’'BRIEN.  What is the population of the
town of Pembroke

M. SPEAKER.  Between 4,000 and 5,000,

Mr. O'BRIEN. Then, that hrings me exactly to
the point I wanted to get at. The population of
the town of Barrie is 5,000, and they had to find a
site for their post office and public building : the
town of Orillia has about the siane population, and

: they had to find a site for their public buildings,

.

to allow the lot to be used for the purpose of .

building a post otlice on it?

I had the pleasure of :

paying i visit to Pembroke, and 1 was struck with !

the ingenuity which was manifested in fitting that ;

!

lot for the purposes of a post office. It appeared to !
me that the lot had been selected with the laudable

desire to zive as much labour as possible.  The lot
seemed 1o slope down to the water's edge, and [

noticerd that there were retaining walls of excellent !

construction placed there.
the cost of the retaining walls.

Mr. SPEAKER.  There are two sites available
for the purpose of a public building at Pembroke.
One was what was known as the O"Meara lot, which
wits vidued at 86,500, and it would have been neces-
sary, in ovder that the foundations might be pro-
perly Luild, to have done a good deal of piling and
concreting, which woald have involved a consider-
able expense.  The cost of the present lot was
2,500, and the cost of the maguificent retaining
walls referved to by the hon. member for South
Oxford was$4,000, muking the total cost of the lot,
including the retaining wall, no more than the price
asked for the only other lot which was available.
I think iy hon. friend. will agree with me that the
huilding of that retaining wall was not only for the
purpose of making the lot valuable, but also in
order that it might serve as a foundation for the
building itself.
wall up to the street line, not only forms a foun-
dation for the building, but it was utilized for all
the purposes of coal storage, for weights and
measures office, and an examining warchouse ; so
that the cost of building the retaining wall did not
involve so much extra expense as the member for
South Oxford believes it di.l.

Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It looked to

But, seriously, it seems to me that 36,300, with all

respect to the town of Pembroke, which is a:

thriviny little town, is a tall tigure for a site there.
Mr. SPEARKER. 1 am afraid if my hon. friend
wanted to buy a business site in the town, he
would not be able to secure one for less money.
Siv RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I was in-

formed that an offer was made by extra patriotic |

parties to sell very good sites for very much
smaller stiuns.  But the hon. gentleman does not

gainsay the fact which I mentioned to the Cormit- ;

tee, and which was brought very forcibly to my
own attention, that a very large sum of money had
to be expended in building what was necessary in

As a matter of fact, the retaining !

I should like to know ;
i 2000, the amount of business that is transacted in

I would like to know how this favouritism exists.
There are three towns in a somewhat shuilar
position as regards population and business ; two
of them have got to find their own sites for post
oftices and public buildings: the other one is
favoured aund the Government buys it.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
does not ook like equal rights.

Mr. SPEAKER. The member for Muskoka
will remember that although the town of Pem-
broke has a population of but a little less than

Certainly it

the offices which this building will accommodate
is very large. The postal revenue last year was
86,000, the Customs collections were S25. (00, anl
the inland revenue collections hetween 20,000 and
S25,000.  All these services will be accommodated
by the building erected at Pembroke.

Peterborough Custom-house.......

Mr. LANDERKIN. They have two sites for
public buildings in Peterborough. This site was
bought originally for the Custom-house and post
office ; another site was afterwards bought and the
post otfice was built upon it. Then the Custom-
house is built on this site.  The Governwment
there occupy two places of business, one for the
Custom-house and the other for the post office, with
officials in both, and they have to keep two separate
sets of heating apparatus, two separate systems of
lighting, &c¢.  Would the Minister of Finance tell
us a little about this?

Mr. FOSTER. T think my hon. friend has gone
over that often and often in the House. The whole
matter has been discussed here for two or three
years.

Mr. BARRON.

The post office and Custon-

be a very tine piece of architecture, in its way: i house are so intimately connected here that I would
: (13 2 3 ) X

like to draw attention to the post office extras
allowed, amounting to something like 10,000, and
I fancy it would be the same thing with the Custom-
house, and therein lies all this evil. " I know myself
that in the case of the Lindsay post oftice honest con-
tractors have not any chances for tenders. Honestly
agreeing at what they conceive to be a fair value
for the building, they are cut out by those who tender
at really too low a tigure, hut the person tendering
at the low tigure would get compensation in the way
of extras. Now, in Peterborough, the post oftice is
very intimately connected with the Custom-house,
and there has been $10,000 paid to the contractor in
extras, he knowing all the time that he was going to
get this large sum in extras. The Finance Minister
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must not think that because this matter was dis-
cussed two or three sessions ago, therefore the
huge fraud has been forgotten, because there
never was a o greiter frand perpctl'ilted or

assisted by the Government than this fraud in:

Peterborough.  The Government found that by

buying one particular lot they would offend certain

people who expected to sell another lot to them,

and they got two ditferent syndicates both coming .

to the Government and asking them to buy their
respective properties.  The Government could not
please both syndicates, which were composed of

stronyg supporters of hon. gentlemen opposite, and |
instead of hon. gentlemen doing what was right:

and sclecting the best site and disregarding every-

thing but the public interest, they bought both!
properties, instead of buying only one, as they
should have done, and as they would have doue!

had they been actuated by proper motives.  They
have been forced to put up two large expensive
buildings, whereas one would have done. In all
other pluces they have the Custom-house amd post
office together: but in the town of Peterborough,

for no reason except the fear of displeasing some
friends, they not only went to the expense of
buyinyg these two sites improperly, but having got
hoth sites then they erected expensive buildings !

on them.

Port Arthur Post

Oftice and Custom- .
ONSC e veer e eee oee e,

O X L. L1

Mr. FOSTER. They have offered to give a site

and, of course, the Government will take carve that
it is a proper site.

Mr. WATSON. If that is the reason, why is
this vote in the Estimates ?

Mr. FOSTER. The reason is that Port Arthur
neweds a public building, and has given us a site to
have one built there.

Mr. WATSON.
population 7

Mr. FOSTER. Population, revenue and in-
creased business. The exports amount to the value
of 3219,000, imports to S310,000. Goods entered
for consumption, %310,000; money ovders issued
and paid, $53,000, and postal revenue about S5,(00),

Mr. WATSON. I can understand the plea for a
post oftice at Port Arthur, as it is a growing place
and an important point; but it is no justification
for the votes passed to-night. This is the first
item on which a satisfuctory explanation has been
offered.

What is the amount of the

Supreme Court, Ottawn, addition...... X17,000
~ Mr. FLINT. What is the total!cost of the
Supreme Court buildings ¥
Mr. FOSTER. The total cost to December,
1840, was 871,207,

Mr. FLINT. I think most visitors to the capital ;

are rather disappointed with the architectural ap-
pearanceof theSupreme Court building, and the Gov-
ernment, in spending this additional amount in this
manner, while perhaps consulting the intervests of
economy, are not consulting the higher interests
connected with the proper architecture for a build-
ing of that kind. I believe the time is coming
when the Government should take into considera-
tion, if they can utilize the Supreme Court build-
ing for some other purpose, the advisability of
Mr. Bagrox.

| placing in the capital a building architecturally
tfitted for the high position the Supreme Court
occupies in the country.  Of course, this may be a
matter that may take some time, as so much money
has been expended on this building. I do not
believe the situation, character of architecture and
- internal arrangement are such as should characterize
tour highest court. 1 believe this House would be
disposed to be generous whenever the time should
" come that an appropriation was asked to place the
: huilding for this court on a proper footing. The
' public buildings in Ottawa generally, although no
doubt considerable extravagance was displayed,
which might, underother cireumstances, have been
tavoided, are vet, on the whole, such as the people of
the Dominion regard with pride on account of
their architectural proportions, and I think the
Supreme Court should oceupy a buikling more
iworthy of the capital and the purpose for which
{ the building is designed than is the building occu-
‘pied by the court at the present time.
Toronto Drill Hall......... v 20 340.000

Nir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. What guan-
tity of land has been provided, and where is it 7 -

Mr. DENISON. Itis a large lot lying imme-
diately behind Osgoode Hall in the heart of the
city. ‘

]
i
j
i

Walkerton Post Office, &e. ... ..

Mr. LANDERKIN.
. expended ¥

Mr. FOSTER.

Mr. LANDERKIN.
required to complete

Mr. FOSTER. About 820,000,

Mr. WATSON. What was the original contract ?

Mr. FOSTER. The contract for the building
was X14,500, site 1,491 : then there were the
necessary expenditures for fittings, heating, furnish-
ings, incidentals and supervision.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Who had the contract for
fittings ?

Mr. FOSTER. It is generally given to the con-
tractor under architect’s estimates.

Mr. LANDERKIN.
clerk of the works ¥

e eeees 38,000
What amount has heen

STOAMM),

What amount will bhe

How much was paid to the

Mr. FOSTER. S700.
Mr. LANDERKIN. I understand he has

received 875 per month for over a year and a half,
and that he is still employed.

Mr. FOSTER. At present he is not under pay.

Petrolia Public building. ........... 37,500
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
estimnated cost of the building ?

Mr. FOSTER. For everything included, $28,-
000. The postal revenue is over 56,000.

What is the

Public building at Smith’sFalls. ..... 37,500
Mr. WATSON.

Mr. FOSTER. T his is an amount to commence
the work. I do not tind any estimate.

Mr. WATSON. What is the population

What will be the total cost ?
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Mr. FOSTER. The population is 5,400, The
postal revenue is 26,000,
Resolutions reported.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed to : and House adjourned at
1.25 a.m. (Tuesday).

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Trespay, 25th August, 1891,

The Sreaker took the Chair at Three o'clock.

P’rAYERS.

 owners of ships which were not subsidized.

carried on for many years with sailing vessels. The
hon. gentleman pointed out that it was impossible
for sailing vesselsto compete with highly-subsidized
steamboats ; but there would never have been any
serious ground for complaining that the quantity
of goods which the Dominion of Canada had to
exchange for the products of the West Indies could
not be carried as a commercial undertaking by the
How-
ever, Nir, the hon. gentleman got his grant, and
having got it, he advertised in the following month
of July for tenders for those services.  He divided
the tenders into four different classes, which he
called the “ A,” the © B,” the “C,” and the D7
services.  No far as the D service is concerned, it
will, T fancy, be eliminated altogether from our
discussion, because no tender put n for it was ever

faccepted by the Government, and no boats have

SUPPLY BILL. i

Bill (No. 167) for granting to Her Majesty cer- |
tain sums of money rvequired for defraying certain
expenses of the public service for the financial year-
ending 30th June. 1892, and for other purposes:
relating to the public service (Mr. Foster), read the :
second and third times, and passed.

SUPPLY—WEST INDIA STEAMSHIP

SUB- |
SIDIES,

been put on that route.

Mr. FOSTER. No tender was received

Mr. DAVIES (PLEL)  The hon. gentleman says
no tender was received, and, therefore, so far as [

fam concerned, I do not propose to refer directly or

indirectly to the ** D7 service. The other three ser-

Pvices, AT BT and 7 consisted of the follow.

ing services: *“A.” from Halifax or St. John to
Cuba and return, calling at Havana and Matanzas

R from Halifax or St. John to Jamaica and re-

“turn, calling at Bermuda and Turks Island 1 ¢)7

Mr. FOSTER moved that the House again re-
solve itself into Committee of Supply.

Mr. DAVIES (M E.L)
to the hon. Minister of Finance that it was my in-
tention to-day to call the attention of the House to
the services which are being performed by the®
several steamships running between the Maritime
Provinces and the West Indies, and:to move a
resolution upon the manner in which those services
are being carried out.  In fultilment of my notice,
I now rise, Nir, on the motion to go into Supply, !

I gave notice yesterday !

to state as nearly as I can the facts in relation to;
those services, and to ask the House to disapprove !
of the manner in which the hon. geutleman has
conducted the negotiations for them, and the man-
ner in which he has let them. This matter was
first brought to the attention of the House by the |
hon. gentleman in 1889, when he moved thas i
subsidy amounting to 360,000 a year should be
granted by Parlianment for the purpose of procuring
steamships to run between the Maritime Provinces
and the West Indies. That amount of money was
voted to the hon. gentleman, and I suppose, i
although the principle of voting those sub-’
sidies was questioned, and severely questioned,
by some hon. members of this House, it is
now too late in the day to debate whether it
was or was not desirable in the first instance . that
this money should be granted. I remember very
well that this question was debated more than once ;
in this House by my hon. friend who then repre- |
sented Halifax, and whose knowledge of the sub- |
ject, gained from long experience, gave him a very
great advantage in discussing it—knowledge which
he had acquired in carrying on trade with the West
Indies and which enabled him to speak with autho-
rity—and he thought, and a great many on this
side of the House concurred in his opinion, that
instead of promoting trade, the hon. gentleman
would be more likely to injure it, because he would
to a great extent destroy the trade which had been

' passengers.

from Halifax or St. John (#/d Yarmouth if sailing
. from St. John) to Demerara and return, calling at
fcertain intermediate ports.

The advertisement

L calling for the tenders contained the following state-
“ments, which are material to the argument which
i I propose to submit to the Honse at a later stage,

to show that the hon. gentleman has not acted con-
sistently with the best interests of the country :—

*“The above services to be monthly, and performed by
steamships of & xpeed of not less than .2 knu\t‘s an hour:
and as regards the services marked * A7 B and “C”
of not less than 1,000 toas register, and with wecommodir-

i tion forat least 30 first elass passengers: and as regards
i the service marked D) of not less than 2,000 tons regis-

ter. and with accommodation for at least 30 first class
pussengers,

** As regards the services “ A7 B,” and ©* C,”7 persuns
desiring to offer to perform the sume with steamers of lesz

eapacity and speed than above wmentioned may submit

their tenders, specifying the speed and cufmcity of the
boats which they desire to offer, although the counditions

' above specified are those desired by the Government.”

No that it will be seen that for these three services
the hon. gentleman desired to procure boats of
1,000 tons In size, capable of steaming 12 knots an
hour, and with accommodation for 30 first-class
The hon. gentleman, however, ve-
served to himself the vight to accept steawmers of
less capacity, not only for the classes specitically
mentioned, but, if he desired, for a lower class of
boats. The hon. gentleman received a large number
of tenders. I am not going into the particulars of
them. I desire, in the first place, to call the atten-
tion of the House to one tender. which the hon.
gentleman received from a Mr. Joseph Weoq, of
Halifax. The correspondence with reference to
his tender is very meagre, but it does scem to me
that Mr. Wood was very unceremoniously treated,
and very unfertunately treated, in the interests of
the country. Mr. Wood had written to the Gov-
ernment on the 1ith of February, 1889, when the
matter was first mooted in the House, asking the
hon. Finance Minister to inform him as to the pro-
posed scheme:



4375 [COMMONS] 4376

~————— - —— cime s meii o ems e e mimaer s e sl mwe e e = s seemimie e = s e

“ CexTRaL Wiagr, - l:wccptml tenders from Messrs, Pickford & Black
o ., Hanirax, NLR., ??lh February, 1880 of Halifax, for the “A ™ and “B” services—for the
Deak S~ ;"h"}’]f‘““l obliged if’ you will informme & «: y * soprvice the stewmship Befa, a vessel of 670
what is the proposed scheme of sailings to the West Indies, | o with @ speed of eleven k Jonlyv. and a sul
&c.. to which you propose to apply the vote of 380,000 of ; tons, with a speed ol eleven knots only, and a sab-
subsidy nawed in the estimates submitted to Parliament, | sidy of $20,000a year: and for the ** B7 service the
1“ I Lresume Bi‘:‘l“"ll“ ‘=l1ll tor fresh !lemler.-‘.tllld l‘i“‘ ‘.'H s Adphe. S tonsg stated by Pickford & Black to
the subsidies which have been are to be rearranged, will » &0 & 05 e L "
be submitted to tair and public competition, l_'f aftes !hl\lllg 4 ne ""f,] ..d“'l‘ put on her,
** Considering the trouble and expense T was put to two | 750 tons, with a subsidy of S15.000 per year, and a
yours o m:n}iillfa' proposals, -)\‘*;:-I{Q“ f“ est Indin service, § speed also of eleven knots,  No that, althougi Mr.
ope you will favoenr me with full information, S\ < lee " iy s - - SUN) .
* When your Government advertised in 1357 I supposed Wood's “’"fl“ offering a hoat of 700 to ) tons,
you really intended business, ) _ fand complying, as regards speed, cupacity, and pis-
* Steamers suitable for such a service as you require ; xenger accommodation, with all the reguirements of
must be builtcel unless you stipulate for new steaners (G Government. was uncerceisniously rejected
with every mudern improvement for savingcoal, e, any Pickford & Bk 'k:‘ meders were aceentead for tl !
subsidy will be wasted. u,.:tnu « b ack s temders were aceepted Tor the
“ATand BT services, although they supplied hoats
wnech below the L0 tons and mueh below the
speed required. The hon gentieman, I dave say,
will explain this.  Then, among the other tenders,
we have one from Mo Furness, of England. Mo
Furness ix the owner of w large steamship line, a
well-known  man, in every respect qualitied  for
the nndertaking and able to carry it out, his name
it=elfheing a guarantee that any contract he entered
into would be faithfully an:d ethiciently performed.
He tendered at the sune time through hisagentsat
St John s and T wantto call special attention to the
tender hie submitted. On the 29th of August, TS84,
he tendered to the Minister of Finance as follows .-

* Yours tuithfully.
*Jos, woap.

Mr. Wood, who wrote this letter, is, I understand,
a gentleman who has been engaged for years in the
steamship. service, and is at present running a
steanmer between Nova Neotia and Prince Edward
Isluned @ andd evidently. from the tone of his letter,
he had been engaged in negotiations with the de-
partment  previously. and  considered  he  had
not heen fairly treated, aud hoped on this oceasion
that the Government really meant business. But
he pointed out the fact, which sulsequent events
established, and which the hone gentleman was not
Justitied in ignorving, namely, that steamers suit-
able for the service must be built, and that unless | Dear Si—Weare authorized by Christapher Furness,
the Government stipulated for new steamers, the i Esq.. sln-:nxglsllilt_m\'ner. of West "\:ll“lli.:[.uml. l'lngl.upd. to
subsidy would he wasted,  When the tenderswere | P:l'nt(Eh‘f,s:"l‘l:'s:,"'f::;‘,'::{:‘r ';2‘:_1"“‘!::;': ‘I':;""::i’llll‘l:} ;‘.::3:
called for by wlvertisement, Mr. Wood tendered | Ameriea @ T

in proper time. He tendered for the service * PROPOSED SERVICE.

.!wt“":“." St ',"l}" il Halifax auu! Demerara, call- ** A steamer ta leave 8t John, N.B., once each month
ing at intermediate ports. He said for Demerara, callingat the tellowing places, viz.: Ber-

. . . . ‘- muda. St. Kitts, Antigun., Guadaloupe, Dominiea, Marti-
“I offer for this route one steamer off 00 10 8 tons | yigue. St Lueia, Barbadoes and Trinidid, and 1o return

rexister, speed 12 knots, and aceommodation for thirty { v the sue route to St. John, N.B..and after landing her
first-class pussengers. The steaer to be built in Seotlund | yiyi1s, passengers and other eargo there then to proveed
and clissed 10 A1, at Lloyds, and to be ready for serviee | 10 Yarmouth, Nova Seotia, hefore departing from St. John
by September 1st, 180, on the next voyage,

“The subsidy pavitble by the (fovernme he 20,000 1 01 IP¢ BEXL vovage, .

te subsidy payable by the trpvernment to he x20,000 ** Inorder properly to develop this proposed trade and

per annum, payable at the rate of 32,000 per round trip for | 1, establish it first-class serviee that will he ereditiable to
tennps g be made in each year, und contract to be for | the Doinion of Canada and likely to compete suceesstully
tive vears. with cxistiuﬁ Iiinus h-ml;z ‘.l,'nitleul S.tmeslporl? new! and f:li.-‘t

. TS . A s - i steamers will have to be built especially adapred for the
= % r that tender wis stte :h he ) uilt . Y ¢
Accompiny Ing that tenden Wik a ku" mw lm'h.l"’ trade, which Mr. Furness iz willing to provide as tollows :—
said that this would be a first-class hoat, superior

. . L1 IR P Q P QT N
to any steamer now running in the trade, and that DESCRIPTION OF STEAMERS.
its cost would be about SHO,000.  He also spoke] **Two first class iron or steel stenmers to be built
of the trouble he had been to, during the past three f"-’;?ﬁ’ii";‘{ff’(f the 1 fff‘:'ﬁlfi-'f'?é‘?iﬁ‘rﬁ ol tons net register,
yuars, to establish a Canadian line of steamers o] o for about fifty first and second class pussengers. the
the West Indies, and went on to say : Gm'crnnllcnt mails and if’:ll):lpllt,\' ll()rl abumi 000 thm'|s“tl
“ If this last effor s . <o -0 he with- | CRTBO S these steamers to ve of the hig 1est class an fitte
ooy KLt wlfor i T o ks proves o with | RO it mprovemnte, thei oxtimmted cos
matter, Il.simll} he compelied, of course, to abandon the be‘l’]ﬁal’l);:?u:irﬁggl’:)tu:tf:(%r‘l)ltpE-lhti‘:‘-g):fi {ding in England it will
projeet altogether. be impossible to get these new steumers completed and
On the 24th of September, he got a letter from the {‘I’“d-‘i}“‘;]‘go"k l")“'l"{" next :}“t‘"‘t‘{"_“"d I ﬂ""l'“":""t‘i“w
P . . . . ) 'NesSS W e serv : - -
Deputy Minister of !‘nmncc, intimating that his ;n:l'liutl::lly.“:n:l‘ (;lo;ni?:::::milt l::‘l‘;til lt"llétllnmsestenlll:l‘ers ul:'le
tender was not considered adequate, and woulld | rendy, with either the two superior steamers, itollo,
not, therefore, be aceepted.  Before I pass away 31,022 tQIIIS. and ()rll)u;uln,‘.’9'4i!tcﬁns. “i t»'relaicml ellgnttc}d_ llﬂ
" . Woorl's teuder o the , | the mail service between Hull and Gothenburg, which
, f"_’"} l\hI \.\ ool’s t‘l"_'_‘l‘" s I :le.sn._e-to 52y .t,]"‘t‘ he have large accommedation for pussengers and are lighted
offered a boat complying in all respects, w ith the throughout by electricity ; or the two steamers, Lelair,
requirements the Minmister of Finance thought aa:!ltu%ls‘ and L.‘.‘,l,.q-o,sw ((ims‘, at“prctselmlg;:ngugx:l::‘d‘ml the
eSSArV. excent as recvards ave.  The ton. | trade between Glasgow and the West Indies, which have
"_“‘}_"'_‘}'lf :l‘f“."p_t. "l’ (;:’,«qd? ‘“"{‘;"0"‘“. r l{" 1On- | the highest class at Lioyd’s (100 A 1), and have sufficient
hage called Tor was . tons, and he offered & NeW | pyssenger accommeodation, with excellent saloons, for
boat of from 700 to 800 tous, and proposed to put | commencing the service, the speed of all three stenmers
- her on the route by September, 1500, It will be | being about ten knots.
noticed that the Finance Minister, in calling for ~ “ TERMS OF CONTRACT.
tenders, although he said the Government desired ! *“The contrnet to be for a period of five years, but
a boat of 1,000 tons, asked other people to tender g;"t'l‘% tl;»utliwe\'ery fl:eitt ut_rcle{tmnt.v resan(lll,ng :he reillnlt
hants of a less , NI 1¢ business, which might prove very disastrous, Mr.
§ 2, s - & . h
for ]b(.)d,ta l(»f :l.\ le.is‘t\(')n'u;l‘«?e, and lea? c.tpzlglt.)'s and | Fyryess wishes to have the option of cancelling the con-
less speed.  Mr. Wood's tender was unceremon- | tract at any time on giving six months’ previous notice to
iously rejected. Subsequently the hon. gentleman | the Government,
Mr. Davies (P.E.1.)
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“ The subgidy to be 350,000 per annum for twelve round
voyages, payable in monthly instalments on the comple-
tion of each voyage, and with a proportionate allowance
for the part of any voyage completed in the eveunt of
steamer being lost. R

* Owing to the neeessity of hig giving an early amswer
to the builders with whom he is in treaty for the new
steamers, Mr. Furness would like to know the decision of
the Government regarding this tender by 5th September,
and you will theretore plexse communicate same to us by
that date if possible.” .
On the face of it that was a tender, which, one
would imagine, would recommend itself to the ac-
ceptance of the hon. gentleman. In the first place,
it came from a man of the very highest standing, a
large steamship owner, who has proved hy many
years’ experience in the business that he was com-
petent to fulfil any contract he entered into: in
the next place, the proposal was to build first-class
steamships of the speed, size and accommodation
called for, and put them on the route at the earliest
possible moment : in the third place, he proposed,
in the meantime, until the steamers could be built,
to supply other steamers of proper capacity, size
and speed.  Nothing would seem to be wanting,
and he winds up his tender by stating that it was
necessary he should have an answer by the fifth
day of the following month. I have to complain
that when the hon. gentleman had it in his power
to enter into a contract with this large steamship
owner, he failed to do so, and he failed to give Mr.
Furness any answer until the following 20th of
September, so that over a fortnight was allowed to
lapse after the period of time when Mr. Furness
told the hon. gentleman it was necessary he should
give his answer, before the Minister of Finunce
gave any apswer at all. Before giving his
answer, he reported to the Council on the 13th of
September in favour of accepting Mr. Furness’
tender for service **C,” his tender being the lowest,

namely, S50,000 a  year, as- against S5H,000
a year, the tender put in by one Mr.

Van Wart, of the Province of New Brunswick.
On the 20th September, the Minister of Finance
telegraphed to Mr. Schofield, Furness's agent,
offering him 848,000 pro rwta for the intermediate
or substitute steamers to go immediately on the
route, and £50,000 after the new ones were put on.
I do not think he needs have haggled as to the
$2,000. I think his subsequent arrangements with
Van Wart and his associates, and afterwards with
Pickford & Black, as to the terms on which they
shonld undertake the ** A ™ and * B ™ service, show
that he was not very particular about 32,000, or
about twice or four times 82,000, and 1 think he
was to blame in not having let Mr. Schotield know
by the 5th September, whether his tender would be
accepted or not, instead of delaying it until the 20th
of that month, and then offering $438,000 instead of
350,000 for which Mr. Furness offered to enter into
the contract. On the 27th September, the Minister
telegraphed to Furness™ agent, and on the 10th
October he appears to have had a personal inter-
view with Mr. Schofield in St. John. On thesame
day Mr. Furness telegraphed from England declin-
ing to enter into-the contract, and the reason he
gives is set out in the correspondence which I hold
in my hand. T may say, in reference to this cor-
respondence, that it is brought down in such a
slovenly way, not arranged at all in chronological
order, that it necessitates anyone who is interested
reading it over four or five times before he can get
any proper idea of what it is about. August and
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September are mixed up together, and sometimes
August correspondence is placed after October. Mur.
Furness telegraphed :

“ Steamers offered withdrawn. Agree, postpone until

steamers ean be obtained. Authorize you to close on our
terms, subject to being able to purchase suitable sieam-

[}

ers.”
After some telegraphic correspondence had passed,
and, as I said, a personal interview appears to have
been had with Mr. Schotield by the Minister, we
have a letter written on the 24th October by Tur-
ness’ agent, in which he says:

**Mr. Furness states that, owing to the Government's
delay in communicating with him, the substitute steamers
which were under offer to him were withdrawn, and that
his recent efforts have been entirely unsuceesstul in secur-
ing either those steamers or any other suitable ones with
which to undertake the service, and thai, owing to the
very great uncertainty and risk connected with the busi-
ness, he would not be willing to build new steawmers with-
out having first had some little previous priuctical experi-
ence of the trade with second-hand ones.™

Then the letter goeson: .

‘¢ After full consultation with our St. John tricuds, we
have, therefore, concluded to withdruw Mr. Furness's
tender which we do with very great reluctance.and at
the same time we desire to_thank vou for the very great
consideration thatyou have extended to us tu the matter.”
So we have on the 24th October the unfortunate
announcement wade by Mr. Furness that, owingto
the delay of the Government in communicating with
him, he had lost the steamers which, when he made
the tender, he had an opportunity of chartering and
putting on the route, and that he haid to withdraw
his tender accordingly. The Minister of Finance
seems to me to have been culpable in that he did
not, within the timme Mr. Furness asked him to o
so, acknowledge the receipt of the tender or make
any statement as to whether he would accept it or
not. A very great misfortune happened to the
service and to Canada in that way, because I do
not think anyone who knows anything of these
gentlemen would doubt that, if they had received
the contract, it would have been carried out faith-
fully, efliciently and well, and that the subsequent
evils to the Canadian trade arising out of the con-
tract the hon. gentleman did subsequently make,
would not have occurred.  After Mr. Furness had
been, as I may say, put out of the way, after he
had withdrawn his tender, the hon. gentleman
reopened negotiations with his friend Mr. Van
Wart, who lives, I believe, in Fredericton, and he
talks on behalf of himself and other associates, but
he does not say who they are. The hon. gentleman
reopens negotiations with Mr. Van Wart. He had
put in a tender for this ** C 7 service amounting to
24,000 more than the tender of Mr. Furness, and
I tind that on the Sth November, the Minister of
Finance telegraphs to him asking for lower Hgures.
The correspondence is very amusing which took
place at that time between the hon. gentleman and
his friend, and I will ask the permission of the
House to read it, that is, the telegraphic corres-
pondence.

* Can you offer any lower figurces for ‘G’ service as

advertised for? Also, for what can you put on 11-knot
750-ton steamers , same route?
‘““@Q. E. FOSTER.”

This was replied to on the same day :

“ Recent rise in freights and iron prevents reducing - C™
service below forty-one hundred, eleven knot ciassthirty-
six handred. Can you give early answer? Would visit
Ottawa immediately and arrange.”

“J. A. VAN WARIL.”
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The first impression one would form from reading
this telegram would be that, after Mr. Van Wart
had tendered, there had been a rise in freights and
iron, but that would have resulted in an increase
and not a reduction in the amount of his tender,
bur it will be seen that he was willing to reduce
his tender from 354,000 to 249,200, or just SN0
below Schofield’s offer. The hon. gentleman re-
plies the same day :

‘“Forward immediately yvour tender: in writing. Aec-
company with statement of bond fides and probable time
cummence service,”

And on the same day from Fredericton there comes
the offer from Mr. Van Wart for himself and his
associates, offering to perform the service from St.
John to Demerara and return by steamships of not
less than 1,000 tons register and a speed of not less
than 12 knots for the sum of 4,100 for each
round trip, to be commenced with one steamer on
or before the Ist of Janunary following, and every
six weeks thereafter, and within one year such
service to he performed with two steamers making
monthly trips and not less than twelve round trips
in each year. The hon. gentleman closed with his
offer, and on the 10th November Mr. Van Wart was
informed that the Government had accepted his
tender, and the hon. gentleman took special pains,
in communicating that to Mr. Van Wart, to repeat
to him that the boats were to be of 1,000 tons
register and 12 knots speed, and that the price to
be paid was 34,100 per round trip. The contract
then, excepting the signing of the formal document,
was complete, and no sooner was it complete than
we had an application from Mr. Van Wart asking
the Government to yield and make certain conces-
sions to them, and the first concession they asked
was that the Government should accept, instead of
1.000-ton boat of a speed of 12 knots, & small boat
of 732 tons called the Portia. They accepted Mr.
Van Wart’s offer and the Portia, of 732 tons, and
of a much less speed than 12 knots an hour, went on
the service and performed tripsinJanuary, February
and March, notwithstanding that she was nearly
300 tons less than the size stipunlated for, and
notwithstanding that she was a hundred tons
less than the boats which Mr. Joseph Wood
had tendered to put on. The Portia performs her
two round trips and receives the $4,100 subsidy
each round trip. Sir, we tind at this time appear-
ing upon the scene and in the correspondence, a
centleman who is not unknown to the politicians of
this country, a gentleman by name George F. Baird,
formerly a representative in this House, or rather
a man who sat in this House for some years pre-
tending to be a representative for the County of
Queen’s, N.B. We find that gentleman appearing
upon the scene just after Mr. Van Wart's tender
had been accepted by the Minister of Finance; we
find him telegraphing to Mr. Foster, Minister of
Finance, over his cwn signature, stating that this
Portia was a sister ship te the Miranda—whatever
boat the Miranda might be does not appear—and
that no other boats offered compared with these
vessels. So we find the hon. gentleman acceding
to his request, and on the 29th of October, Mr.
Van Wart writes to the Minister of Finance—-evi-
dently on very confidential terms, because he
addresses him as ‘¢ Dear Foster,” and stating that,
after trying all available sources, the Porfia was
the best boat he could get. Well, Sir, she went
on, and after she had run her three trips Mr.
Mr. Davies (P.E.L)

George F. Baird telegraphs to the hon. gentleman
asking him to allow a vessel called the Loanda to
go on the service, and the Loanda went ontheservice.
On the 18th of March of that year, while Mr. Baird
wasa member of this House, he writes to Mr. Foster:
‘I have charterea the Loanda,” &c., &c., for this
service. Now, | want to state to the House
that the Portia performed the service and earned
the £4,100 for each round trip before the company,
which was afterwards formed, had received its
letters patent, and although the money was not
paid to Mr. Van Wart and his associates, of whom
George F. Baird was one, the service entitling him
to receive the money was performed in direct
violation, as I state, of the Independence of Parlia-
ment Act, and Mr. George F. Baird, during those
months, sat in this House as a contractor for the
“C 7 service, having chartered a vessel—and I have
it here under his own signature that he had per-
sonally chartered it—and that vessel performed
the service and earned the money which he voted
in this House should be paid. Subsequently the
Canadian and West Indian Steamship Company was
formed, of which Mr. Baird and Mr. Van Wart
were members amongst others—the others I do not
know, and I am not interested in knowing—-formed
as nobody can doubt, for the purpose of avoiding
the Independence of Parliament Act. I do not
think anybody can doubt that if Mr. Baird, as he
says himself, chartered that boat, if Mr. Van Wart
tendered in the first instance on behalf of himself
and Baird, and Baird chartered the boat, if the
bout performed the service and earned the money,
and Baird was a member of Parliament at the
time, he was violating the Act when he was voting
that money for this service, and when any hon.
gentleman votes money in: this House for carrying
out a contract in which h= is personaily interestedl,
he is acting in a manner that this House has already
described as discreditable. The next step in the
programme is that this Lownda is placed upon the
service. The Loanda, I may state to the House,
did not ¢onform to the requirements of the service
as called for originally by the Minister of Finance
in his printed call for tenders, or asrepeated in the
subsequent call when he asked Mr. Van Wart to
amend his temder. In both instances the boats
were to he 1,000-ton boats, of the speed of 12
knots an hour. The Loanda was a boat inferior in
strength, inferior in tonnage, and disgraceful in
accommodation, as I will shortly prove to the
House. Icannot find that before the hon. Minister
accepted this boat of inferior tonnage, and inferior
speed, and of disgraceful accommodation, he ever
sent any gentleman, any ship-owner, or any person
having a knowledge of ships, to inspect that boat
and see if she was fit for the service which he was
then undertaking. It must be remembered that
the hon. gentleman was seeking, as he stated him-
self, to open up a good service in the interest of
Canada. In the speech in which he moved the
House to vote that money iu 1889, he stated it was
of the utmost importance, absolutely essential,
that we should have, not ordinary steamships but
first-class boats, capable of a speed vieing with the
boats running between New %:rk and the West
Indies. The hon. gentleman knew, as he said
when he was insisting upon a 12-knot speed,
that he was insisting upon a rate of speed that
involved the expenditure of a very large sam of
money ; and every hon. gentleman in this House
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who has had anything to do with steamships,
knows that when you get beyond nine or ten
knots at the outside for a steamship, every knot

that you exact beyond that involves an enormous |

outlay of money ; and when the hon. gentleman
required 12-knot boats, he said he did it
because it was essential in the interests of Canada
that we should have a line running between the
West Indies and Canada that would build up
this trade by the certainty and frequency of the
trips of the boats ; and, Sir, by insisting upon these
extraordinary requirements, the hon. gentleman
frightened off all the class of men who were willing
to tender and put on an ordinary boat. He haﬁ
tenders by the score of boats of a less speed and a
less tonnage, but he rejected them all with con-
tumely. and he required this first-class boat. After
Van Wart & Baird got the contract he put on
the Portia, in the first instance, ofa tonnage of 732,
then he took the Loanda of 899 tons, and of a
slower speed than twelve knots. of a speed of
which I will give the House an idea directly when
I read a letter from one of the passengers on that
boat. Sir, I state, therefore. that there appeared to
be a desire, from the very moment the hon. yentle-
man let that contract to Mr. Van Wart, to give him
the contract on terms much more favourable than
those asked for from the general public, a desire
to grant concessions to him which were withheld
from the general public, a desire, inother words, to
treat him favourably at the expense of the country.
Now, we find that that boat commenced to make
her trips in May. On her first trip she left St. John
the 27th of May, she made another trip on the 9th
of July, she made another trip leaving St. John
20th of August, she made another trip leaving St.
2 John the 17th October, and so far as Mr. Baird
and his company are concerned, I think I am right
in stating that the trip which she madein the follow-
ing November was the last trip made by the
Loanda under the ownership of the Canadian and
West Indian Steamship Company a/ta~ Van Wart &
Baird. I will point out to the House afterwards
what became of the boat and why she was re-
tained. It appears further from the papers that
the Minister of Finance went down to the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick and to the City of St.
John, some time, I cannot ascertain accurately
when, during the summer—August or September, I
fancy it to have been—of 1390. It appears further
that the hon. gentleman was informed by Mr:
Baird, as he subsequently reported to Council, that
this service was not a paying service. The hon.
gentleman then and there, as he subsequently
reported to the Council, agreed not only to con-
tinue this old boat the Loanda, inferior in size,
tonnage and speed, and accommodation, so much
inferior that she has been voted a disgrace to the
whole service, but he actually agreed then and
there with his friend to pay, not £4,100 per round
trip, as agreed upen by the contract entered into
by the Canadian and West Indian Company and the
Government, but to pay him 86,150 per round
trip for this very same service. And he agreed
ot oniy to pay $6,150, or 32,050 more than the
contract stipulated for, but he agreed that the
extra sum of £2,050 should be applicable, not to the
future service to be performed, but to all the past
service of the Loanda, and Mr. Baird at that time
agreed to continue her on. The hon. gentleman,
on 26th September, I think, reported to Council in

that sense, and in his report he said he had made
that arrangement with Mr. Baird when he went
down to New Brunswick and before he went to the
West Indies. The report was confirmed by Order
in Council on 1st October, and it was said to have
been made on 26th February, which is evidently a
clerical error for 26th September, because it was
confirmed on lIst October. In that report it is
stated as follows :—

* The Minister further stated that in July last the
manager of the company—""
Who was (Geo. Baird, as he signs himself. - -
—** informed the Minister of Finance that owing to the
high price of charters.the heavy port charges in the
West Indian ports, and the other large expenses inciden-
tal to the opening up and maintenance of the service, the
subsidy agreed upon was insufficient to obtain_ the line,
and that for each voyage made the company had been
subjeet to a very considerable loss ; and that it would be
impossible for it to carry on the service under the exist-
ing conditions. The Minister of Finance. after consulting
with the members of Council then in Ottawa, visited St.
John and went carefully into the businessof the company,
and finally, in order to prevent an interruption of com-
munication until Council should assemble in the autumn,
he agreed to pay the company for each voyage made by
the SS. Loanda on the basis of 349.200 for eight trips.”
So the hon. gentleman personally undertook the
responsibility, first,of doing what I think he should
have delegated to a more competent man, a man
engaged in shipping and acquainted with the ship-
ping trade, which I do not think he ever was, of
enquiring into the results of the round trips pre-
viously made by this boat ; and, in the next place,
he undertook personally to agree to the payment of
26,100 per round trip, instead of £4,100. When
the contract was made in the previous March with
the Canadian and West Indian Steamship Company
it was expressly stipulated that they should put two
ships on that route ; that they should run every
month a round trip, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the tenders which were originally issued,
and there was a provision made that for the first six
months the company should be allowed to use the
Portia, which was not of the size and tonnage re-
guired, but only for six months. The hon. gentle-
man appears to have violated the contract drawn.
He did not require from Mr. Baird and his associ-
ates that two steamships should run after July, or
that they should be of the size, speed and require-
ments of the contract : but he allowed the Loanda
to go on running, making a round trip every six or
eight weeks, and he paid them 50 per cent. more
thanunder the contract they were entitled to receive
trom the round trip. The hon. gentleman may

ibly be able to explain and justify to this House

why he did so. But when the hon. gentleman made
this report to Council he knew, although he did not
state it to Council, that the time had elapsed during
which they were permitted by the contract to run
one boat only. He knew that under the contract
which the Government had made with this company
they were bound to put on two hoats : he did not
report that to the Government, nor did he report
that they were running a boat in all respects inferior
to the requirements of the contract. The Orderin
Council further said :

“The Minister also recommends that he be aunthorized
to pay the Canadian, West Indian and South American
Steamship Company ited) for each voyage made by
the steamshlp anda, at the rate agreed upon by him, as
above stated.”

But that very report shows that the Minister did not
stop there. He had learned from Mr. Baird, as he



4383

says, in that personal interview which he had with
him in St. John, that it was a losing speculation, that
they had not got the bonanza they expected when
they tendered. He agreed to pay thein, not only for
future trips to be made during the year, 30 per
cent. beyond the contract price, but this increased
price was to apply to all the past trips, and he
agreed that at the end of the season of 1890 that
contract should be surrendered and accepted by
the Government from the hands of the company.
The hon. gentleman agreed, wmoreover, to recom-
mend to Council that a bonus, as 1 understand it,
amd I can understand it in no other way, should be
paid te another company to take that contract off
their hands.  Pickford & Black. who had entered
into a contract for the*" A and ** B service, to run
to Jamaica and Cuba, about this time, were asked by
the hon. gentleman the price at which they would
tender for this new service which Mr. Baird had
found unprofitable, and they told the hon. gentle-
man, as will be seen at page 62 of the papers, that
they were willing to tender at a certain figure.
Now. Sir, I want to call your attention to the fact
that on the 22nd September, 18390, we tind the fol-
lowing offer from Pickford & Black addressed to
the Minister of Finance:—
“Qrrawy, 22nd September, 1390.

*‘ Hon. Groragk E. Foster.
** Miaister of Finanece.

“ DEAR Sir,—1 beg to submit the following offer to per-
form a stemmn service trom St. John, Halifax, to Demerara,
calling at Bermuda, St, Kitts, Auntigua. Guadaloupe, Mar-
tinique, St. Lucia, Barbadoes, Trinidad, gving and
returning.

*“ Ruch serviees to be perfurmed by boats classed A 1 at
Lloyds, twelve knots speed, and of not lesz than one thou-
sind tons net register,with accommeodation for forty first-
class passengers.

** Sailings to be on fixed regular dates and not less than
one every four weeks, but I to have the privilege of
establishing sailings every three weeks. if in the intereats
gf trade and the line it is thought desirable by me to

0 so.

“For a sailing everyr four weeks I ask five thousand
(25.000) dollars per trip,cqual tosixty thousand dollars per
annum, and for each additional sailing, not exceeding
four, the sum of two thousand ($2,000) dollars is to be

paid. . .

“ If the Government promptly accepte this offer, I will
guarantee to have two boats on the rvute not later than
Ist January, 1891.

*Yours truly,
(Sgd.) “W. A. BLACK.”
That is dated the 22nd September, 1890, but the
letter asking them to make that offer does not aY-
pear in the correspondence. This offer is made
-after the hon. gentleman reported that he had had
an interview with Mr. Baird in St. John, when
Mr. Baird told him the service was an unprofitable
one, and when he agreed to increase the subsidy
from &4,100 to 86,150. This firm comes in soon
after, on 22nd September, and agrees to perform
this service with similar steamers for 35,000 per
round trip, and to put on two steamers after the
Ist January. The hon. gentleman accepts the
offer ; but mark you, at the very time that offer was
made, and accompanying that letter and dated
from Ottawa, showing that Pickford & Black were
here in personal communication with the Minister,
that very same time there comes an offer from
Pickford & Black asking that the sum of $§13,000
be paid to them on the “ A" and “B” contract,
and beyond what in their contract they were enti-
tled to, or had everasked for. The facts connected
with that are these : That when the “ A ™ and “B”
contract was entered into—that is, the contract for
Mr. Davies (P.E.L)
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running steamboats to Jamaica and Cuba—there

"as some delay in finally concluding on the terms,
and in the month of November the Minister of
Finance wrote to Pickford & Black, when the terms
had been agreed upon, asking that firm from what
dates they expected their subsidy to be paid, and
Pickford & Black write, stating that they expect to
be paid from November and December respectively.
The letter in which they state that is dated on the
21st January, 1890, is addressed to the Deputy of
the Minister of Finance and veads as follows :

" Havrrax, N.8,, 21st January. 13W),

*J. M. CotrTNEY, Exq., .
** Deputy Mintster of Finance, Ottawa.

* DEar Sir.—We are in receipt of vour favour ot the
15th instant and note contents,

**On the 16th November, Hon. Mr. Foster wrote us ad-
vising that our tender for ** B ™ service had been aceepted,
and on the 10th December we heard through Mr. Kenny
that the Govermnent had accepted our offer for ** A ™ ser-
vice.

** We suppoase the contracts for these services will date
from and with the November voyage of the A/5he which
was begun Novenvber 15th,and for the Beter, with the
voyage on which she started from here to Cuba. December

th.
** We shall be glad to receive the contraets at your con-
venience,

*“ Yours truly,
(Sgd.} **PICKFORD & BLACK.”

So that when they were asked in the month of
January, 1890, from what dates they expected to be
paid their subsidies, and they answered: ** With res-
pect to © A service, from November, and with res-
pect to ‘B’ service, from December: ™ and the
contract entered into between them and the tGov-
ernment contained a stipulation for the payment of
these subsidies just as they asked it. They went
on and performed the gervice and they got paid: but
afterwards, when the hon. gentleman was negotia-
ting with them in the month of September, 1890, to
take off the hands of Mr. Van Wart and Mr. Baind
the contract for the service, they asked him if he
would not pay them 215,000 additional for the run-
ning of the boats 4/pha and Beta on the ** A ™ amd
‘B 7 service anterior to November and December,
and at a time when they were not under coutract or
agreement with the Government to run them atall.
These gentlemen had been running the hoats the
previous summer as a commercial speculation with-
out a contract with the Government direct or im-
plied, and when they agrecd with the hon. gentleman
to take the contract off the hands of the Canadian
West Indian Steamship Company, they asked at
the same time by letter that they should be paid the
sum of $15,000 for the time their boats were run-
ning before they ever entered into a contract with
the Government at all. The hon. Minister of
Finance bowed his head and accepted. and he
reported in favour of their offer being accepted by
the Government, and Pickford & Black took the
contract off the hands of Baird and were paid the
315,000, and Baird was paid the $2,000 extra for
the round trips the Loanda had run, or afterwards
ran, and everybody appeared to be satistied except
the poor tax-payer who had lost from £335,000 to
$40,000 by the transaction. But, Sir, what took
lace next? Did the Finance Minister exact from
is new tenderers, or new contractors, that they
would carry out the terms of the contract and put
boatson, as they stipulated they would* Notat all.
The hon. gentlemun permitted the Loanda, a dis-
creditable boat as I allege she was, to continue on-
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that route long after they had entered into the
contract.

Mr. FOSTER. How long?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) I will give the hon. gen-
tleman the dates as nearly as I can gather them.
They commenced in December, and they performed
the service until the following April with the
Loanda, and the expressed stipulation they made
in the month of September, that on the first day

" of the year they would put on two new boats, was
not carried out, and has not been carried out, as far
as I know, to this date; at any rate, it was not
carried out up to a very short time ago, as I will
show. I do not know that upon that branch of
the case I need say anything more. I state to the
House, as I gather from these papers, that the hon.
gentleman entered into an agreement with Pickford
& Black to take that contrict off Baird's hands,
and having agreed the month before, or about the
same time, to pay Baird 50 per cent. more than the
contract entitled him to, he paid Pickford &
Black 315,000, ostensibly for the running of their
boats, before they entered into a contract with
the (overnment, but practically and really, as
I say, as a bonus to induce them to take the
contract off Baird’s hands. Well, Sir, the hon.

tleman in his report to Council, which is
dated the lIst October, 1390, made a renort upon
both branches of the case simultaneously, as if
they were one dependent upon the other. He
reported that he had agreed to pay to Baird's
company 285,150 per trip. instead of the contract
rate of 24,100 per trip. He reported that Pickford
& Black undertook to put on two steamers of a
thousand tons capacity and twelve knots speed,
and with passenger accommodation, and monthly
trips, on consideration of being paid §60,000 a year,
with the option of making extra trips not exceed-
ing four, at $2,000 per trip. He recommended
that offer be accepted for four years from the lst
of Jan -, 1891, and recommended at the same
time that Pickford & Black be paid the 15,000 I
speak of. Of course, Counci! accepted his report, and
these persons were paid almost 1umediately. The
very month in which the hon. geutleman reported to
Couacil, his report was ratified, the 213,000 was
paid to Pickford & Black, and 32,000 per trip extra
was paid tothe Canadianand West India Steamship
Company beyond what their contract entitled them
to. At that time it was known that the Loanda
was not a suitable boat. At that time the hon.
gentleman had evidence under his eyes, in a letter
addressed to him by Pickford & Black, that the
Loanda was not a suitalile boat. In a letter dated
the 16th of October they say to the hon. gentle-
man :

‘* The Loanda ig not a suitable boat in our opinion, and
from reports which have lately reached us this opinion is
confirmed. It may be that we shall be compelled to con-
tinue_her after December 3lst, but only because we are
forced to shall it be done.”

I mention that to show that that boat for which

the hon. gentleman had a short time previously
agreed to pay so much more than the contract had
justified  him in paying was an unsuitable boat in
the opinion of the very men who had taken the con-

tract off the hands of the Canadian and West India | Sheco

Stea-mah.lg_ ip Company, and that boat was taken over
by them during the months of January, February,

- March and Aprih Now, a short time after they
got this 3§e\v contract from the Government, know-
1 :

-—

ing that they had contracted to put on two new
boats, they also applied for remissious of their con-
tract. On the 12th of February, Pickford & Black
cabled from London to the Minister of Finance that
the Loanda was the only suitable boat they could
get, and asked if she could he put upon the route,
although notup tothe requirements of the contract.
There 1s nothing on the face of the papers to show
whether that telegram was answered or not. But
I find these gentlemen writingon the 15ia of March
from Halifax to Mr. Foster in the following terms :

** Under the date of 5th March our Mr. Black (who has
been for the past six weeks searching England and Scot-
land for 12-knot boats suitable in size and draft of water
to fill the requirements of the coniract) writes that he can
find piles of 9 and 10-knotters. but a= yet haz been unable
to come aeross anything of the size required of 12 knots,
While we are most anxious to fill thiz contract in every

spect, both as regardsspeed, smsw:n r=” accommodation
and size of the ships, we would, at the same time, beg 0
call your attention to the fact that all the boats running
from New York to the West Indies make a speed not ex-
ceeding an average of 10 knots, and that practically the
service will be just as ethieiently performed by boats of
this class as those of greater speed, as under any circum-
stances there must be cousiderable loss of time in port
when we have two boats running, as the requirements of
the service will not, for some time, warrant us in making
more than monthly sailings. With 10 knot boats, we
would lose from a week to ten dayz on each trip, Iyin
idle in port,and with 12-knet beats, this loss of time woul
be doubled. We feel confident that if, after due considers-
tion, you would so modify the contract as to allow us to
perform the service with 10-knot boats, you woald have no
reason to regret it and we would be ?mckly in a position
to fill the service to the satisfaction of the public. :

** Mr. Black also advises us_that he can charter the
S&. Tulga to run in company with the Loanda. until new
boats can be procured, but we think if yon will allow us
to place 10-knot boats permanently on the route, he would,
probably, be able immedixtely to procure them, in which
case the chartering of the Tolga may not be necessary.

** In conclusion, we beg to offer you our congratulations
on your return, and that your Governmeut has been so
well sustained in the last election.”

That was one of the most important paragraphs in
the letter from those gentlemen, who were asking
that boats which could be put en the route for
20,000 a year less than boats which their contract
required, should be accepted at their hands at the
same price.

Mr. FOSTER. Would you say just now whzther
they were ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1.) [ will say they were not
accepted. I will say that the gentlemen were per-
mitted to run old boats below the required tonvage,
although on the face of the corresponderce the hon.
gentleman refuses their offer. I say that they were
put on, with the consent of the hon. gentflg.xmzm,
after the Loanda had been driven off by an indig-
nant public from the route, and the hon. gentleman
ap , 30 far as I can gather, to assent to the re-

r subsidy being paid for the Taymouth Ca~ile.
Now, the hon. gentleman asked e to say whether
they accepted that offer. I believe they did net
accept it, and I will read to the House, as it is
nothing but fair that I should, a letter which he
wrote in the following month :—

** I have your letter of the 17th April, with reference to
the substitution of the steamship Taymoutk Castle for the

Q. -

‘“ As vou state, the former vessel is beyond the require-
ments_of the contract, in size, but not so far as her
is concerned, beyond nine knets. It would appear
at she is to all intents and purposes a cargo hoat, and
will no doubt be an improvement upon the Loanda.” .

Here is a boat which they were offering to put on
the line, which the hon. %;entleman said - hi

was a cargo boat capable of running a speed of nine’
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knots. which he acknowledges will be an improve-
ment on the Loanda, and he goes on and pays the
subsidy for it. That is my answer to the hon.
gentieman.  The hon. gentleman goes on :

** In this connection, I might call your attention to the
comments in the press. which have appeared lately in
the upper as well as the lower provinee papers, and which
are not at all complimentary to the service as now main-
tained.

* It is of great importance that at the very earliest

eriedd vou should advise me as to whether or not your

rm wiii i= ubie to put on vessels by the 1st July, which
shall conform to the terns of the contract. and if arrange-
ments are being made to build suitable permanent vessels
for the route”

Now.om the face of the correspondence the hon.
gentleman appears not to accept in =0 many wonls
the offers which they made : but the hon. gentle-
man allows them to put on the Taymounth Castle,
which he calls a cargo boat, capable of a speed of
nine knots, and she has remained on that route
from that day to this. They say that she is a
better boat than the Laanda, and they have paid
for her at the rate of 360,000 a year.  She succeeded
the Lonwnda, which remained the whole time that
Baird’s company had the contract. and after the
time Pickford & Black took the contract off that
company s hands and received a handsome bonus,
till the following April.  What was the character of
this boat, the Loaunda, for which such an enormous
amount of money was paid ¥ The hon. gentleman
may in this connection recall the language he used te
this House when he asked the Hounse to vote that
large amount of money for this service. He told
them that he only justified it because it was nec-
cessary to have a service of first-class steamboats
capable of highest speed, so that we could outvie
New York :and T will read you a letter from a
passenger on board of the Loakda which, in the
month of April last, appeaved in the Monctary
Times ; and to which the hon. gentleman, in his
letter of 4th of May, no doubt, referred as some
correspondence which was not complimentary :

* Editor Monetary Timex >

** Six.—Itisa wellknown fact that the facilities afforded
by the Canadian and West India Steamship Line sailing
bLetween 3t. John, Halifax and the West Indies are very
wor., bath for shippers and passengers, but few people

now. perhaps. what a disgraceful state i1t has got into.

** I was unfortunately obliged to take passage on the
S8, Loandee of this line on her last trip from Trinidad to
St. John (being unable to get a boat_of another line),
having an idea that the aceommodation was not very
good. but not that it could have possibly been as bad as it
is. I shall be pleased if you will shuw the matter up
through vour columns, as it is really to the interest of the
travelling publie, shippers. and I might say the public
generally. that this s:ate of things should be remedied.
else they will go on and draw their subsidy and give
nothing in return but very poor service, .

** Complaints have been general for some time back as
to the elow time this line makes, but their last trip beats
the record. .

** The Lounda left Halifax 10th Febrears, reached
Pemerara Sth March, left on the 9th and arnved in St
John 313t March, thus taking 45 days to make the round

trip.

A The boilers of the steamer, which had been leaking on
the down trip. had got so bad after leaving St. Lucia
that they with difficulty steamed four knots. and on reach-
ing Barbadoes were vbliged to remaina couple of days for
repairs. By the time thexhad returned to Barbadoes the
boilers again began to leak,and got worse as we went, un-
til it was difficult to keep on the fires. And to addto this
trouble, the coal was nearly all ‘slack,” which fell
through the grates in the furnace. The connections
with“tine wheel on the ‘bridge’ were worn or broken, so
thzat the steering had to be dore from the stern.

*“‘The worst time on an average was made between
Bermuda and St. John, viz.: 41-5 Eknots, aud that with
good weather all the way._ We had to stop during this

Mr. Davies (P.E.L)

run (which occupied seven days) three different times to
tighten up the machinery, viz.: on 2ith and 23th March,
half an hour exch, and on the 2th for fitty minutes.

** This line is the laughing-stock of the West Indies:
neither shippers nor importers place any reliance vn it
The passenger secommuodation is of the poorest possible
description, the staterooms dirty and 1mproperly fur-
nished. The food supplied is of the cheapest. and tre-
quently unfit to eat: while the table linen is filthy,
and the table napkins. especially, look more like
dusters. and are all badly worn. The stewapd goes
around_ with dirty grey flanuel shirt, pants aml boots:
waiter No. 1 appears at table in a dirty pink woullen an-
dershirt, pants (tied at waist with an old suspender). and
a pair of Loots. Waiter No, 2 wore similar costume. but
no boats, and his feet lovked as though never washed
sinee he left home. The passengers were always glad o
reach a port where they could get ashore and get a gonl
square meal, and also procare provisions to earry them to
the next port.

** The captain, by contract. supplies the food, and always
turned a deaf ear when complamnts were made.  Even the
men compiained of noi getting enough to eat. and three
days before reaching St. John the iremen waited on the
c:u-t];nin with a request for more foed. or they could not
Wurk.

** The cook (anr East Indian) was about as Jdirty 2 man
as they could pick up, but then they got him cheap and it
served their purpoze. Passengers when passing the cook
house had many a time to_shut their eyes to what was
going ou. It is_simply an jmposition on the traveiling
publie to advertise to sell tickets as they do for a first-
class passage, with such miserable accommeodatinn.

) N “ONTARIAN.

*13th Apnl, 18917

Mr. TUPPER. Is that signed *

Mr. DAVIES(P.E.L) Yes: signed ** Ontarian.™
Letters making similar complaints, if 1 mistake
not. appeared in the St. John Nwi. The hon.
gentleman himself, in his letter, calls attention 1o
the disgraceful condition of the vessell and the
contractors themselves admitted that it was not a
fit boat for the contract.  In another letter, which
will be found on page 73, they reply with regard
to the qualifications of the Loanda -

* We have noted the opinion expressed in reference to
the past performance of this serviee. sad from what we
can learn the travelling public have very govd reason for
complaint, but we assure yon we tuok the earliest possible
opportunity to get Tid of the Lowada, althvugh we have
jost money in doing so.™
They thus acknowledge that this boat, for which
they were receiving 360,000 subsidy from the month
of November to May, was a disgraceful boat and
untit for the service. Still; the Canadian and West
Indian Company kept her on the route every month
until November, when they hamded her over to
Messrs. Pickford & Black to continue the service,
I have looked through the papers, but have been
unable to find that a single dollar of reduction was
ever made on account of the insutlicieney of this
boat, either from the moneys we agreed to pay
the Canadian and West Indian Steamship Company
or to Pickford & Black, who were paid S15,000
bonus for taking tae contract off their hands. In
that connection, a new contract was entered into
with Pickford & Black, who obtaine:d a much larger
sum than was paid the other contractors. They put
on the Taymouth Castle last April in substitution,
and the hon. gentleman himself designated that
vessel as a cargo boat capable of geing nine knots
per hour, and this is the boat that fultils a service
for which first-class boats of 1,000 tons registered
tonnage and twelve knots speed, and first-class
accommodation for thirty passengers, were rye-
quired. Yet not a cent of reduction was made,
and our money continked to be pail to the
service, and,as far as I can ascertain, is bein

paid to this day by the Taymouth Castle. Tak-
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ing the evidence of the hon. gentleman himself,
that steamer not enly does not comply with the re-
quirements of the cortract in any respect, but is
totally unsuitable to perform this service, which
alone, the hon. gentleman said, when the mouey
was \'oteql.\\‘oul«% justify the House in voting it.
I have stated to the House the facts as faras 1
cotid gather them. I hold in wmy hands the mani-
fests of the cargoes carried by these boats during
the time they have been in the service. I believe
these manifests have been supplied to each mem-
ter of the House. andif any member choses to
exanine them—these relating only to the ©C7 ser-
vice, which I have been chietly dealing with, run-
ning to Demernra—they  will see that instead of a
trade having been built up, it has depreciated, and
the last cauyge in that  steamer Loanda from
Demerara and the West Indian Islands toSt. John
and Halifax is a bagatelle, showing that the ex-
pense is not justified. and that instead of our build-
ing up 1 large trade, the trade has positively
decreased. until it has dwindled down to really a
trifle : and yvet this is the service for which we pay
this enormous sum.  In view of these facts, 1 have
determined to move a resolution. reciting them in
chionological order, and ‘asking the Hoase to is-
approve the conduet of the hon. Minister of Finvnce
in the premises. I beyg, therefore, to move :

That in the Session of 189 Parliament voted the sam
of VW as a subsidy to provide for a linse of steamships
te run between the ports of Halifix and St John and the
West Tudies and South Aerica.

That in the month of July. 1529, tenders were ealled for
by the Minister of Finanee, to be received up to August
Slst. 10, for the several steam serviees required.

That three of such services were_called respectively
CAM BT and tC T service: A being from Halifax
or St. Juhn to Caba: *“B,” being from Halifax or St.
Jokn to Jamuiea., and < C.” being from Halifax or 3t.
Johr trii: Yanouth. if from St. John) to Demerara, esll-
ing &t certain inte rmediate ports., .

That tae advertizement for such tenders provided that
the sepvices were to be mouthly, and to be performed by
steam vessels of not less than 1,000 tons register, with a
speed of not less than 12 knots an hour and with accom-
maodation for at least thirty first-class passengers,

That such eall for tenders alse provided that persons
desirine to offer to_perform the same with beats of Jess
capacity and speed than above stated might submit their
tenders, specifying the speed and capacity of the vessels
they desired to offer. R

That pursuant to such eall for tenders a large number
were received, among them tenders forservices ™ A " and
“B* from Messrs. Picktornd & Black, of Halifax. N.5,,
which were. after modificztions, accepted.and a contract
was on the 23rd day of April. 15390, entered into between
said firm and the Government to perform said serviees as
follows :—Serviee ** A ™ with the steamer Beta (677 tons)
and service * B™ with the steamer Aipka (330 tons). sand
the said eontraet, at the request of the said contractors,
was to be deemed o have been in forve with regard to
serviee A" from the 2ith day of December, 150, and
with rezard to service * B™ from the 15th day of Novem-
ber in =aid vear, and te remain in force for the erm of
five years from said dates, )

That among the tenders for the ™ C ™ service was one
from Joseph Weood.of Halifax, N, 8., providing a service,
St. John and Halifax to Demerara, calling at intermediste
ports, as required by the call for tenders, offering one
steamer of TU0 or SO0 tons register. speed 12 kaots, aecom-
modation for 30 first-class passengers and classed Al at
Lloxds, and to be ready for service by September Ist.
1390, for the sum of 20,000, payable at the rate of 32.000
per roand trip for ten trips to be made each year, and
contract to be for five years

That the Minister declined to accept such tender, on the
ground that he did not consider the same adequate.

That in addition to the above tender for ™ C’ service
a number of others were received, but o those conform-
ing to the Governmeat’s requirements (viz., 1,000 tons and
12 knots speed) the lowest were those of the said Pickford
& Black, sailing from Halifax. 343,000 a year, and Mr.
Furness, of- Englangd, sailing from St. John, 350,000 per
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year.and Mr. Van Wart (for himself and assoeiates). sail-
ing from St. John, 354000 3 year.

That the Minister of Finance on the 18th of September.
139, recommended to Council the aceeptance ot the
Furuess tender.

That_although sach tender of Mr. Furness urged the
necessity of his receiving the decision of the Govern-
ment by September Sth zuch decision was not communi-
cated to bim until the 20th September. when the Finanee
Minister telegraphed his, Mr. Furness® agent offering
50000 per vear after the new boats referred to in Far-
ness” offer were put on and 38308 a vear sro rats tor the
substituted steamers, until new ounes were put on the
route.

That on the 24th of October. 9, Mr. Furness informed
the Finance Minister that owing tv the Governmeat's
delay in communicating  with  him  the substitute
steamers which were under offer to him werpe withdrawn,
and that he had been upsuccesstul in securing other
suttable boats

That on the Sth of November following the Finauce
Minister reopencd negotiations with Messres, Picktord X
Black, and by telegraph with the said Van Wart tor said
7 service, and on the toflowing day thesaid Van Wart
tendered, offering steamships of 1,000 tons and 12 knots
spred. reducing his price from 51000 10 390
or at the rate of 34,10 tor each round tap. and providing
oue steamer making trips every six wecks for first year
and two steamers making monthly trips in subsequent
yuars

That on the 13th November following the Minister re-
ported to Couneil in favour of accepting Mr. Van Wart’s
offer upon the above conditions, which report was con-
carred in.

That the ssid Van Wart, who had tendered fur himself
and assoeiates, after the acceptance of his tender organ-
ized a company called the Canadian., West Indian and
South American Steamship Company (Limited), and took
out letters patent theretor under the Companites” Act and
io the name of the <aid company, and on the day of
March. A.D. 1390 entered into a contract with the Goy-
erament to carry out such tender.

That Mr. Geo. F. Baird. then a member of the House
of Commeons for Queen’s County, N.B..one of the associ-
otes of the said Van Wart in sueh tender, after the forma-
uon of the said company beeame the manager thereof.

That the contract =0 entered into provided that the
said company should earryon said service with two steam-
ers ol uot lexs than 1,000 tons regisier and of a speed not
less than 12 knots, and with accommeodation for not less
than thirty first-class passengers, with a provizo that the
service might be earried on for zix months by the con-
tractors with the SS. /ortie

That the Partio 15 a steamer of 732 tons only,and of a
less speed than that tendered for,and was put on the
reute i the month of January, and performed two round
trips in the months of January, February, March and
and April, parment for which was not made till atter the
company was organized in Mareh,

That in the month of May the S35, Lowadu was placed
on the route by the said company amd continued thereon
until the contract was abandoned by the compauny in
November or December following,

That the Lounda &id not compiy with the requirements
of the cantract, being wmuch below the same both in ton-
nage and speed, and being in other respects unsaitable
and unsatizfictory.

That notwithstanding these facts the Minister of Finance
agreed with the said C. W, L and 8, AL S8, Company, in
the summer or autumn of 1890, that such steamer Lownda
might be continued on the route daring the year 139, and
that the Government would pay tor cach round trip
by her the sum of 35,130, instead of $4.100, as provided by
the contract : and. further, that such inereased subsidies
should exteund to all previous trips made by the Laandu
under the contract, and that _sucr: agrecment was subze-
quently carried out and the inereased subsidies paid to
such company.

That after being informed by said compuny that they
did not intend to carry out their contraet beyvond the year
1890 the Minister of Finanee, without calling for vew
tenders, with the above-mentivned Pickiord &
Black to give them a contract for said ¢ service for
five years—sailing from St. John, ealling at Halifax—for
the sum of 35,000 for each mouthly trip by suitable steam-
ers of the speed and tonnage ealled tor by the former
contract with the company, in )11 360,000 per year. and at
or about the same time ag to pay and did pay the
said Pickford & Black the sam of 315000 in eash for cer-
tain alleged trips to the West Indies of the dlpha and
Beta, made by said boats before the tender for their ser-
vices had been aceepted, and before the date from which
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the said Pickfond X Black at the time of entering ivto the

said contraets (UA™ aud B ™) claimed they were en- !

titled 1o be paid.

That subseyuently to sach arrangement between the |

Minister of Finance and Messrs. Pickford & Black the
latter. with the consent of the Minister, continued the
S3. Lesradda on the service till Apnl. 1391, when owing to
the many complaints amd the unsatistactory nature ot the
serviee she was withdrmwn and the S8 Tavmonth Caxtle
substituted. .

That the it Twmeanth Castle sppears to be sm:pl{l a
eargo-buat, of a speed of about ¥ knots, and altogether
inferior to the requirements of the contract.and the said
Pickford & Black have never yet furnished the elass of
baats required by the terms of their contract. .

That the conduct of the Minister of Finance in the
premises has been detrimental to the public interest and
merits the eensure of this House.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 may say, in the first place. that
I have no fault to find with my hon. friend from
Queen’s (Mr. Davies) for the manner in which he
has presented his motion. nor in the main have 1
any fault to ind with his presentation of the facts,
with the exception of two or three inaccuracies
which I shall ask my hon. friend to amend. aslam
sure he will. becanse I know he wants w give a

truthful etting forth of the facts of the case. I
tinl ne objection to anything else except the:
course, T am:
Before the House has the oppor-

resolution itself, znd to that, of
bouml to object.
tunity of voting upon this. I think it right for me
to traverse very briefly the ground my houn. friend
has taken, and to supply somwe things which he has

omitted, and I have jotted down the general 