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REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT.GENERAL.

Str,—In submitting the Annual Report
on tho state of the Militia, I have the
honour to inform you, that many measures
have been introduced duringthe past year,
caleulated to increaso the efliciency of the
Activo Militia, and tho Military Organiza.
tion of tho Dominion ;-——much remains yet
to bo done, but the progress already attain.
ed, has been as satisfactory, as could reason-
ably be expected, under tho circumstances
of tho country, the limited period of time
allowed for drill and tho means at com:
maud.

Among tho most prominent of the men-
sures adopted, may bo mentioned : —

Ist. Tho inauguration of a uniform and
systematic modo of carrying out the Annual
Drill of tho Active Militia in *Camps of
Exorcise,” more in accordance with the ro-
quirements of modern warfuro; tho great
wajority of the troops assembled at these
camips  being concontrated with rapidity,
paid and supplied as if on actual servico,
and placed in overy disirict under the com-
mand of those oflicora appointed for the
purpose.

2nd. Many Batlcries of Garrisou Artillery,
(therto practised mostly in Infantry exer-
cises) have, at the time of the Annual Train-
ing last year, gone through a short courso of
fostruction in ** Gun Drill*? at various Forts
and Batteries, firing credibly at Targot Prac-
tice tho annual allowance of shot and shell,
the better inspection, and instruction more
over of both Iield and Garrison Batteries,
being effected by, or uunder tho orders of
the Inspector of Artillery and Warlike
Stores.

3rd. Tho cstablishment of two Schools of
Artillery® one at Kingston, the other at Qua.
vec, under the command of specially
trained officers of the Royal Artillery; these
Schools lacting also as Batteries, serve to
Garrison and guard certain Forts, Barracks,
Magazines and Military Stores in thoe Provin-
ces of Ontario and Quebec, in addition to
affording means for the completo training
in Artillery Exercises, of such officers and
men, of Artillery corps, as are attached
thereto.

4th. Tho performance, by mnearly tho
wholo of thoe Infantry, at iho Aunual train.
ing of o prescribed courso of target practico
with tho Snider Rifle, under revised regula
tions, 534 Government monoy prizes, with
appropriato badges, being awarded to the
successful compotitors.

During tho past yoar tho second periodi.
cal corolment of the Roservo Militia has
been taken, showing o large incresse in
tho number of men availablo for tho defenco
of the country; two other military Districts

g

consequent upon the Provinces of *Muni-
toba” and ' British Columbia,” having
been admitted into the Dominion wereadded
to tho Militin system, which now extends
thiough British "Perritory from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Ocean. §

A Military Ex‘)edilion Lo Manitoba, to as
sigt Iler Majesty's subjects resident in that
Province, in repelling Fenian Invasion, was
carried out, in a manner reflecting great
credit uot only on the Commander, Brovet
Lieut.-Colonel I'. Scott, a Major in the ¢2nd
Battalion, (at present serving ns Captain in
the Manitoba Provisional Battalion,) and the
officers and men composing the foree, but
on tho character of the Canadian Militin
generally.

This oxpedition, suddenly required--un
dertaken at an advanced and most trying
season of the year, was organized, equipped
and dispatched, with marked promptitude,
and thoe force, without tho loss of n man, ar-
rived at its destination in a veryshort period
of time, in faco of unusual hardships and
dificulties, incidental to the early setting m
of a Northern American winter.

Proof has thus been conclusively afforded
of the practibility of tho * Dawson Xouto *’
for the passage of troops from Thunder Bay
to Fort Garry, at almost any season of the
year, contrary to the somewhat hasty pre-
dictions of mexperienced men.

1871 has witnossed tho departure of tho
Regular Troops, from Quebee, that fumous
Fortress, having been garrisoned for more
than a century by a portionof HerdMajesty’s
Regular Army, is now (like the Forts nt
Kingston,) banded over to the Dominion
Government.

Tho British flag that floats over thoso
stongholds is as viligantly guarded, and the
morning aun, 22 regularly fned, by ihio Do-
minion Mlitia Artillery Corps, who havo re-
placed the Regular Troops at those stalions
tor Garnison duty.

With tho excoption of two Infantry Batta-
lions, and some Artillery aud Engimeers sta-
tioned at Ialifux, Nova Scotia, there are no
Regular Troops at present m the Donunton,
the Military charge, therefore of uearly
the whole country, devolves on tho Milia.

ACTIVE MILITIA.

e

‘The accompanying return (marked No. 1)
shows in a condenscd form the strength and
organization of tho Activo Miliua on 3lst
Decomber last, givnga total including all
ranks of 43,174 oflicers and men. Out of
ihis numnber 34.414 (oflicers and men) haveo
performed thoe Annual Drill for tho Military
year 1871.72, of which 22,544 oflicers and
men,) with 1,996 horses, were assembled at
Divisiona! or Brigade Camps of exercise, for

sixteen days continuous drill, paid, supplied,
and maintained as if on actual service.
5.210 (officers and men) with 319 horses,
were assembled in camps which wore on]y in
operation for cight dayx, undes tho ordinary
regulations relative to pay and supply; tho
renminder of the Active Mikitia, numbering
8,760 (officers and men), performed thoir
Annual Drill eithier at the Head Quarters of
Corps, or, a8 in tho caso of many Batterics
of Garrison Artillery, at certain Forts whero
instruction in gunnery could be moro advan
tageously afforded, and shot aud shell prac
tico properly carried out. . .
Threo Butteries of Garrison Artillery in
the Province of Ontario embarked in suc-
cession on bLoard the Gun boat *Princo
Alfred” for cight'days, and were practised

at “Gan Drill,” firing shot and shell, the

vessel during the period crusing on Lakes
“Erie” and  Huren.”

1,189 Cavalry and the whole of tho TField
Artillery, (ten Batteries with 42Ficld Guns,)
have performed their dril) for 1871 72 the
different Camps of Exercise,

Resgrve MiaTia,

The following return, (No.2) shows the
result of the Enrolment of 1871, of tlie Re:
serve Militia, in the Nine Military Districts,
cotnprising the four Provinces of Untario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scolia,—
from which it will bo seen; that in these,
four Provinces nlone, there are nearly T00,-
000 men, within the fighting ages, liable by
law to military servico in defence of the Do-
minion; thus proying that thore isin the
country itself at least an ample supply of
the most important element of defence viz:
men. By this Roturn, it will bo seen that
there is a total increse of 37,942 men in the
Reserve »ilitia since the first enralment
under tho present law, a period of only tiwo
years.

ANSUAL INspECTION OF AcTive Mitaria,

Military District No. 1.

The present authonized strengthof tho
Active Militia, in this district, (which is
under the command of Licut. Colonel Taylor
D. A.G.), is limited, to 318 officers, 4,770
non commissioned officers and men. The
actual number who lave performed the
annual drill of 1871—72, amounts to 311
officers, 3,952 non-commissioned officers and
men, leaving a deficiency of 825 wanting to
complote the ranks of the respective corps.
The forco in the district comprises :

Nominal Strength.

Officers, N. C. 0. and Men.
14 135
10 140
(] 110
233 4,335
318 4,770
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"Tho wholo of the corps in this district, with
tho oxcoi\lﬁon of tho Sarnin Artillory Com.
p n{. (which ombarked for cight days gun
drill on board tho gunboat ¢ Princo Alfred,'")
performed their annual drill at two Brigado
Camps of Excrcisc,

Tho London Field Battory, 7th, 28th, 20th,
30th, 32nd, and 33rd Battalions, of infanity,
assombled in n Brigado Camp at Goderich for
sixteen days continuous drill.

Tho St. Thomas and London Cavalry,
Moorotown Troop, Wellington Fiald Battory
(attached for purposo of instruction te o por.
tion of the London Field Battery,) 22nd, 24th,
25th, 20th, and 27¢h Battalions, in n Brigado
Camp at Sarnin, for cight days drill: both
camps being under tho command of Licut..
Colonal Taylor,

The Brigade Camp at Goderich was formed
on tho 16th Juno, 1871, aud thoe drill of the
corrs assombled carried out in accordance
with tho detailed instructions contained n
tho General Orders of 5th May, 1871, oxpress-
ly drawn up for the guidance of commanding
officers and all assembled for drill and prac-
tice at “Camps of Exerciso.”

QOn tho 22nd of June last, I proceeded to
inspeot tho corps assembled, ab Goderich;
on arrival there, I found the paesition of the
camp woll selected, situated on a platau
overlooking the Maitland River, which cov-
cred the front of the position, tho right flank
was protacted by Lako Huron, and the rear
by thick woods, whilst the side most open to
attack, (viz., tho loft flank,) could have been
readily protected by entrenchments.

The Brigade horo assembled was mainly
composed of the ycomanry, and agricultural
. pulation of the district, a fine body of men,

- in the prime of life—they appeared to enjoy,

and, like most Canadians, scemed quito at
homo in “Camp Life.” Tho tents wero
pitched with rogularity, and surrounded as
frequently seen in Canadian Camps, with
branches of trees and evergreons, insucha
manner as to produce n picturesque effect,
;vhile affording convenient shelter from the
1eat.

Remaining for soveral days in this camp, 1
inspected and personally mustered the whole
of tho officars, men, and horses, assembed, a8
well a8 witnessed and took part in several
Brigade field days. The London Field Bat-
tery was inspected by the Inspector of Artil
lery, as to its regimental officiency, and fay-
orably reported on, the maferiel was in good
order, ko horses of n superior and service-
able description, the men belonging to it
wero well trained to their duty, the supply
of servico ammunition was complete, and the
genoral state of thoe battery reflooted groat
gredit on the commanding ofticer Liout.-Col.
Shauly, bis oflicers, and men.

Tho infantry battalions, as far as concerns
the physigue of tho mon, was satisfactory,
therr sider Rufles wero in reasonably good
order, the majority of the companies were
baaly umformed the chief defect in equip
ment (a serious one,) boing the want of a
proper descripuon of boot for marching,

‘Cho routine of drill consisted of, company
drill before, and battalion drill after brask-
fast, carried out regimentally, with brigade
drill in tho afternoon; thero being as a rule
threo parades daily. bvary battsalion in suc.
cession went to the rifle range, performing
the prescribed courso of target pragtice. At
tho brigade parades, the combined forco was
usually practiced in the mode of foriaing
troops for attack and defence, (the difforent
arms affording mutual support,) according
to the naturo of ground. and the :maginary
presence of an oncmy, Both officers and
men displayed much intelligenco and apti.
tudo in acquinng instruction, and evinced

igreat desire to learn their military duties.

Sir tastings Doylo, K.C.M.G., éommanding
ITer Mnjesty's Regulnr ‘Iroops in Dritish
Norlh Americs, who, having inspected tho
brigade, was pleased to oxpress a high opin
ion of the forco nssembled, and particularly
complimonted Liout. Colonel Shauly, on tho
soldierliko appearance, and officient statoof
tho field battery under his command.

On tho occasion of ond of tho flold days, in
which the gunboat * Princo Alfred’ took
T\rt, it was computed that from 12,000 to

5,000 porsons, chicfly bolonging to tho agri-
cultural population, assombled to witness
the roview, many of whom had como long
distances; tho weathier was fuvorable, an
tho military display appenred to gratify all
present.

Licut.-Colonel Attwood, 26th Battalion,
acted as the supply officor at this camp, and
Major Smyth as camp quartermastor, the
tnusketry instruction and *target practice™
was superintended by Lieut.-Colonel Moftit,
Licut.-Colonel Servico performed tlio duties
of brigade major, and tho district paymaster,
Capt. [ B, Loyes, attended td tho issue of
and regulations concerning pay. Lieut..Col,
Taylor testifies to tho satisfactory manner in
which thoese officers performed their duties,
and to the hearly support and co.operation
he received from cfiicors of all ranks.

Goderich is an oxceptionally favorable
place for a camp of exercise, thero being
pleaty of open ground suitable for the man-
oouvering of all arms, and ono of thy best
rifle ranges in tho Dominion; ample supplics
of all kinds are easily procurablo, and thero
is communication both by rail and steam

boat; moreover it is an imporlant strategio

position.

The Active Militis assembled at Goderich,
consisfed of the 2nd Brigade, Military District
No. 1, with ono Field Battery, and one Bat-
talion, from the 1st Brigade, tho remainder
of the 1st Brigade, formed tho Brigade Cam
at Sarnin, on the 15th September, the follow
ing corps being assembled :

St. Thomas and London Cavalry,

Mooretown Cavalry. )

Wellington Iield Battery, (formed on Lon-
don Battery) in course of formation, and to
be attached to 2nd Brigade.

22nd Battalion,

24th do
25th do
26th do
2ith do

This camp being only in operation for cight
days, and under tho ordinary systom of pay
and supply, was by no means so popular,
with officers, or men, as the sixteen days
camp at Goderich, tho timo being very lim
ited, it was with great diffculty that tho in-
fantry corps,could be put through, even the
short courso of musketry and target practice
prescribed. I inspected the whole of the
corps in this camp on the 19th and 20th
Soptomber. )

The situation of the camp itself, (although
as woll sslected as circumstanoces would ad-
mit,) was far inferior to theono at Goderich,
and too close to tho town of Sarnia.

Lieut.-Colonel Taylor, wrs assisted by his
Brigade Majors, Lieut.-Colonels Moffat and
Service, in s:(ferintonding the drill and da
tics performed,

It will thus bo seen, that the available
corps, in Military District No, 1. have been
drilled for 1871-72, in tho proportion of
rathor moro than ono half for sixteen days,
tho rest for cight dasys, tho whole of the
corps in the District, having perlormed tho

rescribed courso of target praclics in camp,
Suring the Annual Drill,

Tho bost shooting battalion, :n the dlstrict,

was tho 27th Lambton Battalion, its shooting

‘Ihis camp was visited by l"9“""é:’—"éﬂ";"r—ﬂhgm-o of merit boing 19 92, tho bost ahool?n}

company in tho district was tho *Widder
Company,” or No., 3 Company, 27th Battal.
fon, figuro of morit 26-57,—tho best individ
ual shot, in tho district, among the non.
commissioned officors and mon, for tho mili
tary yaar 187172, aud winnor of thio District
Prizo; belng Sergonnt J. R. Burwell, No.
Comipany (Ionn) £5th Battalion, who made
45 points, out of o possiblo scoro of 69,

Liout.-Colonol Taylor reports, that the
wholo of tho men, who porformed tho An
nual Drill, wero bone flde enrolled motbors
of tho different corps, a great portionof theom,
having joined since tho re.curolment, which
was ordored to bo mado within threo months
from tho 1st Octobor, 1868 ; ho states that ho
cannot ascertain what number of mon, aro
likely to claim thoir discharge, on the com-
plotion of their threo yoars sorvice, but from
the enquirics he has made, he does nut think
that more than one-fourth will leavo tha forco,
provide@ the system infroduced of the sizteen
days brigade camps, be continued and extended
{o ali corps.

On this Boint Liout.-Colonol Taylor says,
that from tho additional oxpericnce acquired,
ho is confirmed in tho opinion, in which he is
supported by tho commanding oficeir of
Corps, ‘‘that the sixteen days camps aro Lhe
only means of giving tha force proper in
struction in their duties, and that thoy are
tho most popular ,!? also that the
month of June, is tho best and most conven
jent month in the year, for the Active Militia,
in Military District No. 1, to go into camp for
tho performanco of tho Annual Drill. ~ 825
men are required to comploto oxisting corps
in this District, and Lieut.-Co}onel Taylor1s
of opinion, that, in order to maintain existing
corps up to their strength continuously, ro
wourso to the ballot is necessary, and, that it
is desirable upon *“military grounds.”

The average strength per company of tho

P | forco in this district in 1871, was threo offi

cers; and filty-threo N.C, officers and men;
{tho averago strength in 1870, being threo
officors, and forty-nina N.C, officers and men;
and n 1869, threo officers, and forty-seven
N.C. officers and men, which, considering tho
difliculties of recruiting the force by volun
teering, is as high an average as could rea-
sonably be expected. .

Liout.-Colonel Taylor calls attention to the
necessity for, and suggests an increase of,
threo moro troops of Cavalry in the district
and the smalgamation of all the troops into
a rogiment of Cavalry—the formation of two
companies of Engincers, ono company In
ench Brigado Division—the addition of a suf
ficient number of Infantry to complete the
24th, 25th, 27th and 20th Battalions—the
posting of tho two independent companies
to the nearest located battaliop, and, with a
viaw to ovorcomo the great difficulty that
has alv ays beern experienced in horsging the
Field Batteries, tho granting of a yearly bonus
of about $10 per horge, to thoso owners who
duly enrol and rogister theic horses, for sor
vico in tho batteries.

1 concur in thoso suggestions,—aund also
recommend that tho Cavalry troops, when
thero aro & sufficient number, bo formed inte
one District Rogiment to be numbered tho
*1st Rogiment of Cavairy,” and that two
additional companies of Infantry be raised
in the County of * Bruco” and posted to tho
County Battalion (tho 32ad).

If tha ranks of tho corps in ihis districl
cantot bo filled up and maintained at their
proper strength by voluntary enrolment, tho
number of men required to complote such
corps, can to obtained out of the district re-
gimental divisions, in tho manper provided
for in the law, by meens of tho Ballot.
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Licut..Colonel Tsylor's roport, togothier
witli thodotatled stntooftho respeotivo corps
submitted in tho Tabular Annual Iuspection
Roturns, will bo found in tho Appoudix.

——

Mivitany Disrrior Ne.

‘Tho nuthorized slrcnﬁlh of tho Aclivo
Militin iu this District, all arms and ranlks,
is 7,412, tho aotual number, all arms and
ranks, who hinve peformed the Aunual Deill
for 1871.72, 0,011; to complote corps in
thoir proPor strongth 1,401 oficors and men
aro required, therb boing n deficiency of
sixty oight ‘officars, and 1,333 N. C. officors
and wen.  In this dislriot there ao soven
troops ©f Cavalry, threo Ficeld Batteries of
Garrizon Actillory, fourteen Battalions nnd
ono Itidppendent Company of Infuntry,
forming tho following corps:—
Carqlry.
Governor General's Body G tsrd Troop,
Oak Ridgos Troop,

9

-

Markham do
&i.Catharines do

Grimgby do

Butford = do

Quaonston Mounted Infantry
Barzio do do

Field Balterics.

‘Toronro Fiold Battery,
Hamilton do  do

Wolland do  do

Garrison Artillery.

‘Toronto Garrison Bakery,
Collingwood do

St. Catharvines do
Infantry Battalions and onc Iudependent

Company..

ond Battalion (Quoen’s Owen)
10th  do  (Royals)

12th do

13th do

19th  do

Oth  do "
3ist do

34th  do

35th  do

36th  do

371th  do

38th do N

39th do

44th d

o
Sault Ste. Marie [ndopendent Company.

Tho 20th, 31st and 35th Battalion, the
Toronto Garrison Battery, and Barrio Mount.-
¢d Infantry, performed the Annoal Drilt at
thowr own hoad-quarters—tho Collingwood
and St, Catharines Batteries on hoard the
guaboat, ** Prince Alfred’—tha romaindass
of tho corps wore assembled in Camp at
Niagara on tho 6th June, and formed 1nto a
division for sixtcen days’ continoous drill.
The djvision was undes the command of
Licut. Col. Durie, commanding the Miliua
in Military Dlstrict No, 2, and theo Foreo was
concentrated in camp at Niagars, on the
immediato frontior, in one day (6th June),
with tho exception of ono corps, the 3%ih
Baltslion, County Norfolk, which, having
to comie upwards of 120 miles from its rogi-
mental head quartors, coutd not join tﬁo
division till tho followingday. Most of tho
corps were brought to Niagars by waggon,

™il or steamboat, soveral of tho Cavalry “custom

Troops, and a poruon of the Field Arullory,
and gﬂ;ntry. howovor, marching to camp.
The Welland Field Buattery marched a dis-
tanco of twontly fiva miles from Port Kohin-
son to Niagara duting tue uight of tho 5th !
Junp, reaching camp oarly in tho morning.
Tho arrrngements for this-Tapid concentra.

manuner reflooting much crodit onLfout. Col.
Durle, his stafl, and commanding oftlcors of
corps, ospociul(y upon thoso ofliders of the
Field Artillery who moved their guns, wag
gous, and horses by ateamboat and ratl with
out any accidont whatever. ‘Tho averngo
distanco travelled by tho different corpa to
reach Niagara was upwards of ninoty miles,
not only was thts rapid concentralion of the
men effected oasily ami without confusivn,
but also the necessary largo supplios of food
and cam;:, cquipage, togother with o very
considorablo supply of ammunition required
for target practico. Thoe Field Batleries
camo with their proper supply of sorvice
ammunition,and it may bo gaid that this{orco
ol nearly 6.000 moun, wus concontrated in one
day, at a stralegio peint of importance on
the immediate fronticr, almost in a condi-
tion to entor upon ncampnign. A small
portable medicine box was provided for
overy corpg,and had the division been called
on to undertako operations in the fiold, it
would Dave boen easy toatiach a fow wag:
gous to overy battalion and corps for tho
transport of provisjons, atmmunition, hospi-
tal equipment, camp equipage, &ec., and to
igsute to the Infantry a propor dcscri{tion of
boot for marching, = On arriving at Niagara
on the Tth June, I found this camp woll
fo’rmed and laid out according to annexed
plan.

The position of tho camp, in a military

oint of vicw, was well chosen; tho front

cing prolected by tho Ningara River, the
loft {lank by the town of Niagara and Lake
Ontario, the right and rare by thick woods ;
tho camp was Jaid out with regularity in tho
manner direoted in the Militia Orders and
Regulntions, whioh is an approved method;
it formed threo sides of a large square, tho
front of the position being commanded by
tho field guns when parked; 600 bell tents
wero pitched, there being in addilion many
largo marquees used as regimental canteens,
or for officc=s’ messes. Licut, Col, Durie
roported that ue received grent assistrace
in laying out this camp from Msjor and
Brevet Liout.-Colonel 4. C. Scoble, 37th
Battalion, who is a zealous Militia officer,
Circumstances permitted my remaining at
Niagara during nearly the wholo time the
troops were thore, and I was thus enabled
uot only to inspect every corps, and muster
personally every officor, man and horse
present, but also to watch closely tho work.
ing of the systom. Lieutenant Mason 13th
Batlalion, acted as supply officer, and no
man-could have porformed his important
duties with groater zeal and ability ; from
daylight to dark this officor was nt his worlk,
receiving and distributing the ration sup
piies: Liout.-Colonel Mackenzie, 35th Bat
talion (bis own corps not being in the camp)
acted 28 camp quarter mastor with c(];uul zeal
and aclivity,whilst Brovet Major G. H. Dart
uell, 34th Battelion, Muskotry Instructor to
the division, performed his laborious Juties
with marked success; it was mainly (o this
officer’s energy that the wholo of the carps
wero put through the prescribed course of
‘argot praclico within the timo allowed;
Lioutenant Geddes, of tho Hamillon Fiold
Battery performed tho duties of orderly
officer, and wag most useful, the two per-
manent Brigade Majors of the District, Lt..
Cols. Denison and Villiers, attending with
officionoy to their own logitimato
duties, ably supported Lieutenant-Colonel
Dario in his commend, It certainly was
most creditable to tho staff of this division,
that o forco of the strength and deseription
assambi «, could bo concentratoed sorapidly,
suppiled, diilled and maintained from day to
day for » poriod of sixteen days, and then

tion wero woll plahned ad carried out ip o

dispersed to their respectivo oorps’ head.

—amert a——
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quartoss as quickly, as they had beon
nssembled, not only without any fuss or
confuslon, as frequontly happens on such
occagions, but without accident or iyury of

any kind oceurring.

Lo routina of drill carried on by tho
corps in this, ns in all tho other camps, was
siailar to that observed at the Goderich
camp, and as prescribad in the Goneral
Urdors of 61h May. 1871.  'T'he Cavalry
Corps (7 troops).woroe formed in a provisional
regiuent for drill and administrativo pur
poses, under tho command of tho senior
Cavalry oflicer. Lisutenant-Colonel McLood—
both officers nnd men prosonted n good
appearanco, wero mounted on sorviconblo
horses, nnd considoring that thoy had nover
been proviously brought together acquitted
themsolves croditably on parade. ‘The
threo Field Batterios (12 guns), wers placed
urdor the command of tho senir Artillory
offizer present (Captain Smith of tho Hamil
ton Battery), and tho Inspoctor of Arlillory
(who inspected these batterios rogimontally)
reports upon themas follows—*Gun drill
good, driving fair, but somo officors and
non-commissioned officers not woll up in
fiold manmuvres; shot and shell practico
good ; tho battories generally woll horsed;
the Welland Battery not as good a’ manm-
uvring as the other twvo, but it has not tho
samo advantages; this Battory marchod
twenty-five miles to oam;; in ono day, and
also marched back to its local Headquartors
in the samo time; tho Iamilton Battery
marched twelve miles to St. Catharine's,
from thence by rail. Capt. Groy who com.
mands tho Toronto Fiold Battery, is a very
efiiciont officer.”  Of tho Infantry Battalions
(11 in number), four Battalions wore in rifle,
the rest in scarlot uniform clothing; the
arms, generally speaking, were in good
order, and the accoutrements, although of
various kinds and somo of obsolcte pattern,
wore yot scrviceablo; many articles, how-
evor, were wantiug which I was informed
had becn eriginally issued by the Depart.
ment, but subsequently lost.

(To bo continuecd.)

Tho rumor that the British Government
had arranged with Canada to declare the in-
dependence of that colony in case of war
with us, thus relioving the provinco from
any share in tho duel, is proved to be untruo
Tho only uso that has beon made of it sv fur
as wo know, is by tho author of the *Ilava-
sion of Canada in 1874, published in the

Volunlecr Reoicys of Carada. It purports to
be wiltlen in 1200 by a rotired militiaman
and the author seems to havoe anticipated his
senility, for he has produced tho most iuiot

icof the maoy dreary attem;»ts ot campaign.
ing on paper, which have followed the * Bat-
tle of Dorking.’ Lookiong through the his-
torians spectacles, wo shounld judge the Ca-
nadinn militia tq be made up of an anrivall-
ed collection of Jack tho Giant-killers.
Tho “Yankaes® get an nawful drabbing,
and it wonld probably have beon worso if
the historian ﬁad not folt it his duty to ex-
pend a part of his spaco in lotting the
#Whig Radicala " who now govern England
know whither thoy twora tending. Siaco the
folly of this ¢ battlo™ basiness has now
reached its oxtremo, we hope that tho gon-
try who havo devoted their taleats to the
task will suffer this cffort of our contempor-
ary to bo tho valedictory. It certamly is
fitted to bo tho tail pidco to any_exhibition
of stupidity that can bo conceived of.—Army

and Navy Journal.
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FIELD DAY AT BRIGLITON.

The Loudon Ténee gives an interesting no
cotiit af the field day of volunteers at
Beyditan,  Pho problem to be worked out
was based on the supposition that a foreign
army bad landed botween RBrightan  and
Shoreham, and had thken up » strong post
tion on the Downs, m front of the Brighton
raco staml, fooking eastwards,  This army,
which has beea called the Rrighton foreo,
was ted by Sir Alfred Horsford, sndwas faced
at o distanee of tivo miles by tho Lewes oy
home force, ulso hoking & strong postion
under General Lusons. The two arnues
were plnced in these positions by divections
from the Umpive Stafl, and were then Jeft
1o fight 1t out umdor certmn condition—
namely, that they wmst keep within a pre-
senbed area, nvoid “tabooed ** ground. and
mamtain their communications with Brighton
una Lewes respechively.  According to the
War Office plan, tienoral Horsford a firsy
lina swvas deawwa up along the Downs, from
Bevendean to n potat about 1,000 yards in
rear of Ovendenn.  His position in front of
tho raco courso was & very strong oue, and
he had 12082 men and 22 pieces of artillery.
Against theso Genersl Lysons lind 11,082
men and 90 gune. A large pnteh of “* taboo.
ed  ground, over which troops were not al-
lutred 1o manwuvroe, and which, for practical
purposes taay be supposed tobe a Iako or
swamp, lay in the centro of Gieneral Hors
ford’s position, and had a serious bearing on
tho fortunes of tho day. 5o long as General
Horsford Lept it in Ius front 1t was o eource
of strength, but when bo advanced beyond it,
ho partly did, it becamon source of weak.
ness, separating his forces and rendering his
coentio linblo to Lo broken through by an
encmy who should make a strong assault
along its edge. This was just what turned
out to bethacase, Horslord's forces bemng er
vided into two parts and beaten in detml.
Each genoral began thoe day with the disad.
vaniage of having practieally no cavalry,
and occupying amuch 100 extended (threo
miles in widtaat the ceatre, 1o bo held of
fectually in real war by 16,000.

The disposition of Sir Alfred lorsford's
svas cor plato by balf-past 10 o'cluck. The
country allocated to him for defensive ope-
rations is by nomeans of a character that a
general would select for o choiee, yot it is
not nitogather destitute of eligiblo features,

The theory on which General Horsford
dispozed his forces was based on the assump-
tion that tho attack of ko cnemy would he
delivored in form ngainst his right. The
contour of the ground a3 depleted on the
staff maps cerininly favoured the impression
and tho ndvisers of the gallant genarnl held
it to bo confirmed by tho circumstances that
tho encmy's artillery and columns of infantry
had boen seen sgainst thosky lino marehing
to tho southward. It was held ndvisable
then to Ve in position to meet with sufficiont
force any such attack,

‘There were, itis true, somo who hinted
that if Lysons meant to usothoso troops ser-
iously howould take caro to keep them off
tho sky line, instead of exhibiting them with
an osientation, with n man of his wiliness
liad in itnguspicicus clement, By half-past
10 o’clock Horsford's dispositions wera com-
plote, and he was ready for the beginning of
tho action. Tthad beenintended that out
posis should be thrown out on cithier side
for the snko of practicieg the volunteers in
1hat spocics of milifary duty ; but Horsford's
dispositions were sucl that his main forco
virtually formed its own outposts, and no
practice of the character alluded to weas cn-
gaged in.  Tp till about 10 o'clock masses
of watery mist had huag about 1hia Downs,

aud Lysons might havelit n bonliro on Naw.
market bill without it belng visible from
lorsford*s pasition ; but aftor that hour the
weathor brightened and the sun canio out.
{1 mterest in Lysons’ movements was uni
versal, A group of horsemen shewed on
tho High Barn Hill, and speculationsat onco
becamia rifo ns to whether thoy wero that
enoral and his «tafll A boy,camo ncross
rom tho othor sido and reported that there
were *¢ thousands and thousanrls of sodgers’
Iying down in the vatlay betvaeen us and tho
fligh Barn. 1o was captured by n zealous
bandsman, and conducted to o staff ofticer
tompart to him what information ho pos
sessed. The boy's look of abjeet terror
could searcely havo been stronger if e Imd
apprebended that ho was being led to sum
niary execution. At length, at fiva minntes
to 12 a'clock, Lysons asked the question
whother liis opponont was ready to hogin,
by n gun fired from Nowmarket Hill. It was
obylious, then, that not all his artillery had
been moved away o the south, Tho reply
was duly given in the snme manner; and
instantly as if by magio, the opposito heights
wwere everywhere crowned by skirmishers,
The question did not scem to be whero waz
Lysons going to attack, but rather where
was Lysons not goin;r' to attack? Qur skie
nnshors were out at length, and down into
tho yalloy to confront tho skirmishers of the
enemy, and the action beeame warm, so far
as akirmisking firo went uli_along the line,
Acting on Uio defensive, Princo Fdward’s
skirmishers uid not excert themselves fo
drive in tho skirmishers of the other side,
anly held their ows against them, and wait
ed for the issuo. In anticipation of more
vigorous measurcs, our artillery continued
to pound away, and the wholo of our first
line, all along the right flank; came up to
the summit of tho rdgo ; so that this atiach
on our right, whether it as real or whether
it twns a feiat, had forced Princo Edward to
show hishand, and keep it shown, At length
our right brigade threw off its torpor and
moved forward just asn column of Lysons'
force on bis extremo left showed itsell and
headed down the slopo tokards our right,
Another column was visiblo opposite our
centre, and it appeared to be deploying
mith tho intention to come down in line,
Tho tactics were puzzling; but the de
monstration, whether it was real or whe-
ther it was feigned, was suflicient.
ly imposing to deter Princo Edward from
withdrawing a man to any other portion of
the field, Ifowit was cannot well be told:
but suddenly and witheut any more notica
than a heavy covering artillery fire, a column
of the cnemy had pushed afong tho spur
laading down fram the Newmarket-hill right
against the lower nngle of tho prescribed
ground aroond th» Warean Farm, and had
turned the flank of ourright ceatre, discon-
necied a3 it was by the maginary morass
from our feft. ‘The morass hud indeed pro.
vented Lysons from cuttingstraight through
between tho centro and the left, but it did
not avail o prevent marching nlong its fuco
and wedging Lord Bury'a Drigade through
the extreme edgo of our right centro where
it touched the presccibed groumt. ‘This
mancenvre placed the enemy in auch a posi:
tion ns to bo ablo to enfilnde our whole right
centro and right.

Then-~but not titl the success of this wan.
ceuvre waus nssured ~his loft msunied the
offensive in errnest, in order to ensure hold
ing Horsford's right, employed with sulli
cient earnestness 10 prevent Princo Edw ad
from detailing troops to oppose the move.
ment that was breaking his centee. On tho
section of tho field where Lyson’s left und
Horsford'a right wero contending, the latier

with iis longer front and greator forco, suc
oceded in turning tho format’s left flank,
But the trivmph,if it can be callod & triumph,
was a barren one,  Thero i not wnch uso in
an army oxerling isolf on its flanks
whenanonomy is inalde its centre. When
the DPrussinn Guards ot Xoniggenfz woro
in Chlum, Bendeok was fuin to own that
tho lino of his front was untennble. ‘The
?Iulokncsu of the thing wans very surprlsing,
ho gun which was tho signal for comene
Ing was fired nt five minttes to one. In
front of Lysons’ poncirating columa there
was n groat deal of confusion wotso con
founded :\mon% tho astonished vogimonts,
upon which he had dropped as if from the
clouds, OUnerogiment was firing to ifs front
uncencernedly while thaenomy was inits rear,
and a detachront frowm tho second division
ou the lef, which hed fronted inwnards and
slewed round tho tralls of its guns, was fir
ing with conterprise and vigor into the
crowd of friend and {oo together. It woull
bo too much to Bay that tho thing ended ina
heterogencous jumble, so far ns concerned
tho “ Army of Brighton;** but the confusion
was 50 great that it was impossible Lo realize
unything except thera was nothihig but con
fusion so far as regarded the centre. ‘The
volunteors marched well throughout the
day, and scomod to work mors hanailygthan
in formor years, ‘Thero were fower egreg
ious biunders, although skirmisbers stilf dis
played a propensity occasionally to open
firo at impossiblo ranges; and although
mnsses of troops wore in cases permitted o
stand phiegmatically exposed to a fire of ar
tillery for a length of time that, Lad thoe
guns been shooted, would have countributed
materially to tho sum teial of widows and
orpbans in our Innd. The decision of the
umpires was of the most amusingly negative
character. It wonld scom to convey the
idea that both sides had been impartially
beaten, and that the “sovercigaest remody”™
for a thrashing is o march past.  The ‘ollow
ing is tho text of the ¢ cision; *Gei_ural Sis
A Horsford's right contre having been Lro
ken through, and General Lysons’ left flank
having been turned, both sides tako up
fresh positions on the racocourse.” Had the
action been in earnest, it secms pretty cer
tain that ono side would have found it ex
tremely difficult to comply with this order.

REVIEWS.

—————

Werequest our readers attention to the
claimas of & weekly Literary Journal publish
od at 3optresl by the enterprising publisher
of the Canadian Ilustrated News, under the
titls of tho Hearthsione.

This Journal will supply & want felt in
Canadisn literalure by furnishing reading
matter of 8a cntertalning and improviag
character, different from tho sensational
periodicals of the United States press. We
bespeak n large share of patronage for the
Hearthsfone. ¢

REMITTANCES Recolved on  Subseription
Tutg VOLUNTEER REVIEW up to Sattuday,
the 1th Instiem

» MANOTICK, Ont.—Capl. Goo. Cooke, $2.00.

! Beanritr's RAP1DS.~L1..Col. Goo, Shapherd, 829
VsGoons.~Licut. J. Hanna, $2.00,

 Tonoxto.~Capt. E. W. Windeat, SA00.
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A PRINCESS A'l' WORK.

Our advorlising columus (o day contain

tho following somowhat novel announce
ment : “ Atalicrd’ [1abilloments pour Dames,
tenu par la Princosso Pierro anoleon Bona-
parte, No. 97, New Bond Streot.”  Wao find
somothing s0 truly noblo in this defianco of
socinl and arislocratio convcnances that wo
solicit for Madamo Ia Princesse tho special
consideralion of our fashionablo readers,and
particularly tho patronagoof our fuir Ameri-
can friends, who, always regarding them.
golves ns soveroigns” may now bo robed
and * confectioned'’ at tho hands of an Im.
porial Princesse.  Tho reason for takiug this
stop is very fraukly avowed by tho Princesso
Piorre Bonapatrte, and Ltho motivo is worthy
of nll commendation, It is simply to gain
tho means of an honest living, of winch tho
rovolution has suddonly deprived bhier, and
to onablo hier to educato her three childeen,
who, by tho way, are remarkably Leautiful
and full of promise. Tho eldest, a fino Ind
of fourtecn, is a devoted student con amore,
and his sister of ton years is one ol those
cliarming buds of ULeauty that makes chit
dren men and women wish to adopt them at
sight, If wo wero tho Baroness Burdett
Coutts wo should have hundreds of such
flowers in our human consorvatory. To
return to tho alelier of dMadame la Princesso,
just openoed at 97 Bond Strect. Tho ladies
willthero find someofthobest conturieresand
modistes, just imported from Paris, with
specimens of their artistic ** confection,”
Thoy will boservod by a venilabloe princess
of fino appearance and most agreeablo man-
ners, & fond mother and dovoted wife,whose
lovo for her husband and children has in-
spired hor to brave tho world by *setting
up in business,” What elso could the poor
lady do ? [f a woman in want resorts to dis-
honorable ways and means forlivolihood,the
saints of society pelt her withstones. 1f sho
honestly resorts to hor hands and brains,the
fashionablo world is too apt ts givo her the
“cold shoulder,” yith & shrug Ly way ef
cmphasis, Let us hope it will not bosoin
tho caso of the Princesse Bonaparte, who
has sat an example worthy of imitation by
ladies whom aaverse fato or tho misfortuncs
of war hove thrown upon their own individ.
ual resources. —ZLondun Cosmapolitan.

‘The Washington National Republican, an
orgnn of tho Administration, contradicts
tho statement that tho Government had
under consideration the propriety of not
receiving Admiral Polo, the new Spanish

ilinisier. ‘ Wo cannot tako cognizance ™

says tho Repudlican, ¢ of his avowed senti.

ments or consider them a just cause for ro- |
fusing to roceive him. Judzing of the char-
acter of the now minister thorelations bo-
tween thoSpanish Legation and the State
Dapartment will bs of brief duration. The
chango is imporiant, and forbodes trouble
between Spain and the Unitod States.
Admiral Polo is not a diplomast. Ho is not
friendly to tho United States, or any of its
institutions, Ho holds in contempt the
neval force of our country and entertains
unbounded faith in tho prowess of the navy
of his own cpuntry, publishing over his owa
signature insulting remarks about the Unit-

States. Hoissenthers the representa.
tivo of a policy at onco defiant and disagree-
able to our Government, and in place of tho
suavity of tho diplomat, ho is expected to
substituto the brusquencss of the naval wifi-
cer with the spirit of ot Spanish zealot.

AMERICAN SHIUPING,

The Amerieans are sorely troubled,
aud not unreasonably, with tho prescnt
disustrously low conditiop of thair morcan
tilomarine. ‘They stato that tho tolal ton
nago of tho moerchantmen in 1850 was 3,-
630,454 tons. In 1860 it had inoreased to
6,353, 868 tons, sn increaso of 35 per cent.
In I870 thero was the oxtraordinavy do
crease 104,240,507 tons being o decrease of
ono-fourth. In 1860 seventy-ono per cent
of tho shippinyg entered at tho UTnited States
ports were Amorican ships. In 1870 only
one thirty-ninth belonged to tho States. * In
1860 the American ships carvried over
2,700,000 agawnst 1,090,000 carried in British
bottoms. In 1870, tho tonnnge carried by
American ships was loss than 1,000,000 tons
against more than 2.000.000 carried by the
British shipping. The Americans naturally
ask thoniselves the causo of this singular
rovolution. ‘The noto that of tho host of
oceansteamers leaving New York cvery day
for Europonot one flies tho Ameriean flag
axcept it be as o **derisiva complimont?? ta
tho nation which has pormitted thewholo of
her commerco to pass out of hor hands
imto those of foreigners. They arguo that
tho dostruction to tho mercantile marino
during tho war has but littie to do with this,

Rather is it to be attributed to the tariff
placed upon the material necessary for the
ship building trade.  As usual in’ Ameriea
when a diflicult question is raised tho blamo
is laid on Congress and this body is castiga-
ted as tho cause of tho present deficiency.
But Americans forgot that the great tonnage
mentioned above twas for tho most part on
Euoglish bottoms. The American people
hava never shown any real entorprise in
shipping. Almost cvery company staried
uu&er American nuspices was mainly esfab
hished with English money, and the proba
bility is this will continuo to bo tho case Ma-
rino enterpriso and skillis 8 essentially
English that 1t isalmnst impossible to take
the supremacy from her.

In aceordanco with the present Militin sys-
tam tho various Volunteor Battslions of the
I'rovince are required to bo reorganised pre-
vious to thoe first of June of tho present yoar,
Nearly all the non commissioned officers
and wmen, comprising the 15th Battalion,
baving served the timo prescribed by law
aro enlitled to their discharge, and it is
therefore necessary that a ro onrolment
should tako place. Orders having beon is-
sued, from headquartors to that eftect. Lt.-
Col, Campbell, called a meeting of his offi-
&5 i hiy residenco Iast evening, at which
somp cighteen were presont. After con-
sulting together it was resolved as tho 15th
hud been in oxistenco so many yoars, and
occupied » prominent position among the
Battalions of the Province, it would be dis-
creditable to themselves and to the Town to
allow it to bo disbanded and thoso present
pledged themselves to use their utmost en-
deavors to rcorgauize it,and placeitinan
cfficicnt and permanent footing. Various
grievances complained of by the men while
in camp at Kingston last summer, wero dis-
cussed, aud the Colonel wasrequested to re-
present tho matter to heudquarters, Im-
mediate sleps will be taken tosecure a suffi
cient number of raen to place the Battalion
in an cfficient condition, and wo hope when
tho Voluhteers are called out for their an.
nual drill, the 15th Battalion will ocoupy
tho prouci position it has hitherto held
among tho Volunteer RBatiatons of the

Botweon tho years 1857 and 1662 tho
needlo at london, England, pointed duo
north. After this it bogan to shift slowly to
tho weatward until 1815, when it peinted
noarly 243 degroes away from tho north, It
is now on its way back to tho north, which it
will reach in tho courso of the next century,
after which it will begin to point castiward of
north. Besides this arodnily chango of this
variation, and other changes duo to different
periods of the year, which ¢eriously compli.
cate all efforts at explanation of this mystory.
from somo oxperiments made by M.
Stovenson on tho west coast of Scotland
wlich 18 exposed to the fury of tho Atlantic
Ocean, it appears thut the average pressure
of tho waves during tho summer months is
600 pounds on the squaro foot, whilo during
tho winter months it is 2086 pounds,—or
more than threo times as much. During
ono tremendous storm in March, 1845, tho
prossuro rose as high as 6,010 pounds on tho
square foot. In tho storm which wrecked
tho Royal Charter, such svas tho poswor of
tho sea that masses of rock 14 tons weight
wero torn from their beds and bonled along
tho sa~ . and this noble vessel of 3,000
tous L.. len, and one rigid mnss of tho
toughest iron, when struck by twvo opposing
8CAas, WS snaﬁpod asunder just as tho en.
gincer remarked, as ¢ ho could snap a slick
across his kneo.”

Tug xew Rovre Pro)t EXGLAND 10 INDIA,—
A now schemo, for accolorating traffic bo
tween England and Indin has come into
prominence since the undoubted success of
tho Sucz canal; thisis by conneocting Egypt
wilth tho Persian Gulf. A railway from Is
mailiv to Bussurab, through Syrin and tho
Euphrates valloy, besides shortening by five
days thetransit of mails betweon England
and Indis, would congoct Egypt with Persia
or Africa with Asaia, if larger terms are neo-
cessary. Ismailin 18 mentioned in profer-
ence ¢ithor to Port Saidor Suez, becansaitis
about midway through the canal, and is
already 1o railway communication with Alex-
andrin, and is, moreover in the direct liuo to
Cairo, This schomeseoms a triflo less do-.
lusive than its predecessors. A railway
passing through Palestine, fo join tho Suez
Canal to tho Parsian Gulf, might not bo
a good dividendal line, but the expenso
would not be preposterons, and the saving
in timo for mails and passengers would be
important. If the gain of twenty-four hours
by the Mont Cenis Lunnel has been folt as
suchn boonin India, how much greater
would bo the rejoicing if tho time occupicd
in transit was shortened by five days?
WasnisaroN BriGabigrs.—During the early
months of the warlike year of 1863 the
Senate was blessed with a rare and indepen.
dent Committeo on Military affairs. Two of
them wero Pacific—we mean from that coast
—Latham, of California, the Nesmith, of
Oregon. Much pressure was brougit
on Linocoln to cppoint brigadiers. duch
delay and reflecticn wero had. ¢ Old Nez,”
as Senator Nezmith, was called, lost his tem
por on that question. During a hoeated do-
bate ho attacked thet nefficiency ande  w-
atdice of a class of brigadiers who always
congrogated about the hotels in Washing
ton when thero wasan imminent danger of
abatllo at tho front. **Senators!” said ho,
¢ 20 down to Williard's Hotel! observe tho
flactuntions our conflict! 1If a battle is
nesr, tho brigadiers are afaroff: they snuff
it at a safo distance. I past Willard's last
nightat dusk. An unruly dog was bhosieged
by unraly colored boot blacks. Stones wero
tbrown at tho dog, and sixteen brigadiers
lay on tho gory pave, and it wa'nta good

Province.—Intclligencer.

night for brigadiers cither.'~EpiToR's DRAY.
BR, in Harper’s Magazing for March)
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s« Unbribed, unbought, our swords wo drasw,
To guard tho Monazxch, fence tho Law.”

OTTAWA, MONDAY, MAY 13, 1872,

Ligur-Coroxer WaiNewnigur Grirrirns, at
present on a tour through British Colum-
bin, bas kindly consonted to act as the
Agent for the Voruxtesr Review in (hat
Province.

Teceanaruio nows apprises the people of
British North America that the London Zimes
discussing the attitude Canada has assumed
towards tho Treaty of Washinglon, censures
the Imperial Government for its {reatment
of the Dominion and hints that it would
bo highly beneficisl to the world if Eng.
land wero to absolve Uansda from hier riie
giance.

Thore is no doubt that tho 7%mes repro-
senting tho monied-interest of Great Britaid
alone would bo favorably disposed to facili-
tate the disintegration of the Empire, under
the delusion that such an operation wonld
onable Engish stockholders to collect their
dividends without fear of intorruption, but
tho Zimes should remember thal Canada is
not accountable for tho conseguential damages
nor for tho Alabama Claims ; although Eng-
lish diplomatists barlered away her territo.
rial rights in order to ronder the settioment |
for damages brought about by their own
Tolly and incapacity less onerous to English

ratopayers and especially the very class the
Times represents, |

Whon it beoomes ncoessary to sover tho
tio that binds this country to tho British
throne, it will not bo n condition of the
arrangoment that o mere seotion, howaver
important, of tho English poople will be
nlope consulled, espocially a soction whoso
patriotism is measured by per contage and of
whoso rulo thie majority of the British nation
48 hoarlily tired.

If Englishmon wish to know tho foolings
of the Canadian peoplo on this quostion {hey
may rest assured that nino-tonths of them
look on tho Washington Treaty as a dis.
graceful surrondor of overy principlo for
which a high spinted peoplo should con.
tend.

Tliat they are tho best judges of their own
local afluirs, that the disposition of the fishor.
ies is tantamount to tho acknowladgment
of defent,and that noadequato conpensation
whatover has been or will bo received for
such o shameoful and imbecile surronder of
national rights.

Thoy cannot conceive any national oxig-
ency would warrant the courso pursued by
the English portion of the Joint High Com.
mission, and they are quile cortaln the
honor of tho Empire and their rights have
been sacrificed to tho supposed interest
of tho monied class.

Knowing well the utter faithlessnoess of
tho United States politicians, their dishonest
grasping and encroaching spirit, (of which
Englishmen have already had a specimen in
tho consequentiul damages) they desiro above
all things to keep clear of all political or
treaty relations with that country, and
if British Statesmen studied the intorests
of the Empire they would follow a similar
course,

Tho most exiraordinary portion of the
whole affair is that this suirender and sacri-
fice has been mado to a people wholly impo-
tont to enforce redress for injuries aven from
such a power as Spain, and that it has made
in the face of the woll.-known facts that
thioy had no right to make any claim what.
over.

It is not a mntter for much wonder if tho
Canadian people were thoroughly dissatis.
fied, or that they hesitated to commit them-
selves to o policy whoso tendency is to bring
abouta conflict which they well know to be
inovitable at a lime whon they and Great
Britain may be far less propared {for it than
at present, and it requires no extraordinary
spirit of prophecy to fortell the effect of
relensing Cunnds from her allegianco;
within a year after Brtish power in North
America and the West ladies would be
merely an historieal fact,

It is quito possiblo tho Times and Whig
Radicals nre working together for that end,
Gindstone is fond of climaxes and theatrical
coupes, and ho might essay that coup
d'Etat before ho is consigncd to the role
which fits him best of local demagogue, but
the doy it is consummated will add an

unexpected pago to tho world's annals, and
that pngo will proclaim tho noear advent of
tho downfall of Groat Britain.

As a sacrifico to our position, as a depen.
denoy of tho British Empire, wo sholl have
to accopt thu Troaty of \Washington ; but it
is as woll to slate distinotly at once that ilis
tho last surrender the peoplo of Canada will
ovor mako; to this thoy aro partly reoonciled
bocause they aro awaro that tho sword will
finally adjust all questions of boundaries and
rights and they havo no foar of tho conse.
quenoes of appealing thoroto.

Qur relations to Groat Britain will have to
bo botter defined, but we must await tho
advent to power of Statesmien who are not
tho tools of Manchester cotton spinuers or
London stockholders.

In o national and patriotic sonso thore is
no sacrifice tho Canadian peoplo aro not pre-
pared {o mako to mnintain tho integrity of
the Empire and uphold tho honor of Britain,
but they must be benten in nctunl conflict
before thoy will consent to a surronder of
torritorial rights,and that is a sensation they
have yot to experionce.

‘This country is no burthen politically or
otherwiso to tho Empiro: England would
have to maintain a far larger aquadron to
protect her own commerce if tho connection
was sovered, and wo ask nothing from hor in
any quarrel which may oocur and which will
not be of our making, but to act by her
naval force.

The Canadian peoplo will not hear of
separation but they will insist that their
horitage and rights shall not be bartered
away by docirinarics or neglected by imbe-
cilo envoys,

4 1.3 the galled Jade wince,”
+¢ Mly withers are unwrung,”

Ir an individual crics out very loudly
it is & certait: ‘ndication that ho has been hit
very hard. Que very amiable contemporary,
the United States Armyand Nary Journal,
in a short conciso article evidently inspired
by, and covering concentrated rage, devotes
the author of the * Invasion of Canada in
1874”7 to the purgatory of unsuccessful
writers, in terms singularly elegant and well
chosen.

Our contemporsry feels exactly like an
irasciblo old gentleman on whose gouty toe
a lively youngster has designedly trodden,
and evinces his dislike of the operation by
unintelligible choleric growls, not the less
amusing because they are the expressions of
powerless rage.

Cne thing is very evident, however, the
result arrived at by the talented author of
the * Invasion™ is exceedingly displeasing to
our contemporary.

It does not matter so far as the ohject
which the author proposed to accomplish is
concerned in what light the drmy and Na:
Journal viewed his efforts, the actions pour
trayed are sufficiently life like to give our
contemporary a fit of tho blues, and as the
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narrativo meroly iravols over historic
ground repeating with trifling variations the
socnes of 18215 it is no wonder it should
alicit n Biowl of impotent rage,

Jur pooplo have praved thomsolves bo
fore now, not *an unrivalled collection of
Juck tho Giant killers” but mon that could
look any forco tho *Yankeos" ocould bring
into tho fiold in tho faco without reproach,
and that is all tho author claims for his
coutitrymon.

It is nol our desire to oxshange compli-
meats of n cortain description with our cin
toemporary, but wo would like just to ask
tho question as to whouvher it were a groator
1 gxhibition of stupidity" to write asprightly
narrativo of possiblo occurrences; or to
spond months in boasting of » paper army
and o navy that was nothing botter than a
beap of “old scrap iron,” aud trying to
bully a friondly powor into a dishonest
bargain by tho droad of Loth scare crows,

We arc of opinion that tho majority of our
readers will onsily decide tho question, from
the one instruction may bo deorived cortainly
amusemont, although that is below its
morits, tho other may he sharp practice for
a Yankeo attorney, but not exactly the slyle
of othica on which national henor or honesty
is or will be founded.

Wo do not wonder at any icritation dis-
played by the poople or Press of the United
States on tho subjoot of their desire to ac-
complish the anaoxation of this country by
foroa or {raud,for they have resorted to both, -
it is o sore subject cach dafeat being more
humiliating than its predacessor, and the
inovitable result of the attompt so closely
pourtrayed by our author, especinlly ns
itends in the disintegration of tho so-called
Union, is sure to call forth exhibitiona
of spleen such as our contemporary ex-
hibits.

In order to show how cleverly he Las beeun
drawn out, his article in full will be found
in another columa, and it will certainly ro
pay perusal for tho sake of the lnughter it
will provoke.

VWith the desire to restore our respected
contemporaries equaminity wo bog leave
to say that *the Yankees’ will only got
that ¢ aswful drubbing'' in case thoy provoke
it,and we are perfectly willing to allow them
to go on as long as they please, sellingoff all
the old rubbish of **scrap iron” making
war on the Indians which is about tueir
groatest effort just now, manufacturing bass
wood homs and wooden nutmegs,and doing
any amount of peddlery generally aslong as
they don't meddle with us.

Hornce Grealy is accountable faor the follow-
ing mot,on theoccasion of aconventionof the
velorans of 1812 at Albany some eighteen
yoars ago, * that they had great reasv. to
be proud of their actions because the Cana-
dians bad beaton them so badly they never
stopped running till the Treasury at Wash-
ington brought them up.”

bocauso tho Trensury had been burny by the
British about that time. Itis pardonable,
howover, mal our friend will bo quite safe
to rockon on a repetition of tho operation
wlhionover it is conveniont to try.

Ouxr gallant correspondent ** Rollo' ngain
roturns to tho chargé on tho subjoct of the
Ballot, in his communication (publishod in
to.day’s issuc) ho accuses tho VoLuNnTRER
Revigw with nssunming * to ropresent tho
idens and sontimonts of the Active Militia, *
thus at onco placing that body as n soparate
class in tho State, a position and status we
woro always caroful to avoid giving it.

If ho had aaid wo assumeod to ropresent
ths intorests of the Canadian Army it would
simply bo assigning to this Journal tho podig
ti n of Lis cupiod sizco its first number
was issued, wo hayo always ondeavoured ¢
give publicity to tho ideas and scotiments
of those mombera of tho Activo Militis who
wisaed (o ayail themselves of the privilages
affordod by our pages, but wo folt thal a vory
difhoutt and delicate task hind devolved on
us, in tho necessity for reconciling tho theo-
ries of individuals with tho intercst of the
country.

Our gallant correspondent is not happy in
the endeavour to make us say that o clase of
cowards is to be found in Canada, if he reads
our arlicle carofully ho will bo able to per-
ceive that an individual gonus which he
allows to exist forms one of & class which his
ballot system would force into the ranks; we
have affirmed that much and nothing
more.

As to tho question of a substitute itis
merely & local privilego accorded in timo of
poace, and the monoy provision is qrito as
heavy as any could bo oxacted undor a poll
tax, the amount being $30,

Ve quite agree with our correspondent in
the dificultv of enforcing n poll tax because
it will bo resisted by tho monied interest
and by the very class the bailot would forco
into the ranks, but it forms no good reason
why such a course should not bo tried; if wo
Xnow anvthing of Canada it is tho agriculiu.
ral class governs tho country, the vast ma-
Jjority ol our Active Forco is drawn (rom that
class nud it rests with thom alono to say
what ghall be done.

Putting asidoe the opinions of all the au®
‘thorities quoted and for which vy the
way we entertain a profound respect, there
is ono question we would wish our ingenious
corrospondent to answor relative to the
working of tho ballot system, and it is this,
provided the Volunteer Force was abolished
and the ballot enforoed, should officors and
men of the Rogular Militia only sorve throo
years ?

The proyisions of tho Militia Act provides
for the gradual training of the whale populx-
tion to arme, in nine yoars 120,000 men
would be trained according to * Rollo," it is

Horaco must be gnilty of an anachronism

evidont that the number of officers capable

of handling 40,000 mon would bo wholly in.
x‘\)doqundo for tho wants of tho largor num.
er,

Seoing that we have under tho presont
system n well teained wnd intolligont body
of ofticers would it Vo wiso to change them
overy threo yoars as the new lovies suppliod
tho placo of thoold ?

It is ovidant tho moro this question of the
baliot is studiod thoe groator will bo tho dili-
cultios nttonding its application to our cir-
cumstances ; it is admirably itted for a stale
of war Lut must bo supplomented by voluu.
tecring atloast in Canada in timo of posce,
50 that so fur from our position being weak,
and nocessitating an early change of base,
wo are confident the woakuness rosts on tho
sido of the advocates of tho ballot,

Thero i3 no necossity for endeavouring to
strongthon tho arguments for it by the ox-
araplo of Prussin,that country has astandiag
army of large proportions always under pay,
through the ranks of which its whole popu-
lation is filtered and whose oflicors are
an aristocratic as woll as oxclusivo clnas,

Theo enforcomant of the ballot in such a
country may bo a hardship, but it vronld bo
attended with far lessdiflicully than inCunas
dn, * Rollo” may rest assured that his pet
panacea would bo ushierod in by the retive.
ment of the whole of the regimental and
stafY officers of tho Volunteer Forco, and
that is » moeasuroe for which tho country is
not yet prepared.

Tt is alwnys o mattor of regrot to us {o be
abliged to differ in appearanco from tho ax-
pressed opinion of an ofiicer of tho high
ability, groat experience and acknowledged
talent of tho Adjutant General, but itis evi-
dent in uttering the proposition ¢ that the
strongest military organization is that
which is founded on the priuciple of obliga.
tory service,”” he had the experienco of
Prussia alono in view, its application to our
condition forming no part of the prob.
lem.

Tho opinions of the Deputy Adjt.-Genly, as
quoted by “Rollo* are correct as matters of
fact so fnr ns tho present orgauization is
cancoerned, but the remody proposed is that
to which we moat emphatically domaur, not
becausw it is impracticable or visionary, but
simply from the fact that it would in no way
obviato the evil complained of, which, as wo
understand it, is the unequal! pressure of
military servico, and it is inapplicable in
our circumstances. .

The remedy proposed, the poll tax, is tho
true way out of the difficully,it is nodoubt a
bitter pill but it must eventually be swallow-
ed,and wo think “Rollo" bas done the State
good service by agitating the question ; wo
mustromind hiva that the onus of proof docs
not rest with the Voruxtezr Review,

Wk are enabled to-day to placo beforoe the
readers of tho Voruxteer Rswiew a porlion
of tho * Artillery Retrospect of tho Franco-
Prussian War!" by Licut..Colone! T. B,

Strango of the Canadian Artillery.
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Apart from its morits as n sciontific oxposi-
tion of {lio professional viows of that distin.
guishod officer, its literary oxcellonco is bo
yond question ; it is ono of thoso readablo
productions which clothos tho dry bounes of
o statistical akoloton witlh attractivo flesh,
Dreathing lifo, intolligonco and Leauty into
tho ordinarily lonst interesting of subjeols
gonorally,

A synopsis of tho contents woukd doprive
tho readors of the real pleastivo to bio derived
from its porusal ; in addition o its literary
oxopllonco it possossos sciontitic merit in no
ordipary dogroe.

Donling with the great question of tho
position Artillory liolds in tho oconomy of
modern armamonts the details aro worked
out with raro ekill, and made not only in-
toresting but capabloof comprohension by
tho dullost intollect.

In fact tvo havo nover read any Lreatise
containing so much roal instruction in n
small compass, and its value to Artillery
officors cannot Lo measured by tho fewv and
simplo principles it cnunciates; it ia the
stylo of article which makes a man think
and dosivo to loarn moro.

It is a curious coincidence thut licut..
Colonel Strango points out the necessity for
good topographical maps and shows that

sartillery concentration'—the prime faclor
of success—is in a great measure duoc to

the correctness of their details, snd that not
only wero thoy supplied to the artillory
commands but also tho Infantry OQicers
on outpost duty. .

Itis woll known that the want of this
kind of information caused disnstrous loss to
tho Fronch by tho surpriso of dotached
“corps and tho facilities afforded the Prusy
sians lo organizo at strategitical points
wholly unsuspected by theiradversaries who
novor saw their artillery till thoy folt its
offects.

Franco possessed the most complete to-
pogeaphical survey of any country in the
world, it had been preparing for years and
omhraced an exactitude as well as minutm
of detail complimentary to the scientific and
artistis s1ill of the Fronch people,

It would appear, however, that o staff
corps did not exist in the French service,
becauso such an otganization would be able
to turn the wvaluable material at handto
accomst, snd Prussian information was de.
rived from tho copics of the plans of the
groat French Cadastrs.

Licutenant-Colonel Strango has not only
conferred a great boon on the young officors
of tho Canadian Army by his ablo treatise
on ntrategatic tactics and artillery, but ho
*has incidentally pointed out a want of the
most grievous kind in the Organization of
that Army inasmuch as a stait corps finds
no place therein.

Thore i3 not a good Lopographical map of
‘any portion of the Dominion in oxistence, uor
ono that would enable a commanding olticer
to move his force twelve miles from head-
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quarlers without n provious reconnois.
sance,

This omission hins been ropeatedly pointod
out in tho columnus of tho Voruxtsrn Re-
vizw, wo are informed that an effort is about
to ho mndo to remedy tho evil by tho train-
ing of ofiicors nt tho Artillory Schools as
Military Engincoers, so that somo fifty yoars
henco tho Dominion may have a corps of
‘lopographical Enginecrs.

It is well to mnko a boginning any hot,
but with tho material at hand it is incon.
colvablo that no offort has beon mado to
utilizo it: when soldiers aro wanted it is not
thought nccossary to give thom o training
in highor mathematics in order to induct
them into tho mysteries of propulsive oxplo-
sivo forco or trajoctory, tho practical appli-
cation of mechanical skill is all that is ro
quired.  Now, with regard to the Eugineer
Corps of tho Canndian Army, as the jmme.
diato want is not ¢laborations of systems of
defenco, nor even the mechanical application
of thio principles of fortification, but good
topographical maps of tho country, wo can
seo no roason why the oxistenco of a largo
number of civil ongincers and survoyors in
cach Military District should not bo taken
advantage of to give tho country the
deseription of staff corps its nccessitics
rogquire,

1t could by no possibility interfore with the
developements of a staffcolloge at Xingston
or olsewhere, and that institution should not
bo allowed to interfore with the practical
working of thoartillery schuols,

Indecd tho mechanical and scientific skill
of our organization should bo entirely con
contrated on the latter; wo nced large
numboers of trained artillorists, not (as Col.
-Strange points out thio Frenoh artillery offi-
cers to have been) adepts in ¢ the higher
mathomatics, but with tho practical know-
lodge necessary to enablo them to mancuvre
a gun inaction,

Such oficers as Colonel Strange by im.
parting uscful knowledge on practical sub-.
Joots will do more to make thoe Canadian
Army cffective than any number of mere
theorists ; tho service hins already benefitted
by lus labors in no ordinary degree.

Licutcuant.Colonel French has also boon
doing good servico at Kingston, but the

.routino duties of a school will not have
much cffectin leavening the Canadian Arlil-
lery Foreo with trained officers; a few papers
such as that we have been reviewing would
render material aid in dissominajing usoful
and valuable knowledge.

In proof of tho valuc of tho sorvices the
Civil Engineers can render our organization,
wo have only to refer to the speech of Licut.-
General Lindsay at tho annual banquet of
tho “Institution of Civil Enginecers,’ of

Jondon, on the 24th April last.. ‘

In roplying to the toast of the Army Gen,
Lindsay said. *That if the Civil Bngineers
who, under Sic Moarton Pelo, went out to

make a railivay dwing thoe Crimean War
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find Loen sont oul earlior they would havo
saved half tho British Army, whon (loy did
go out thoy doubled the resources at the
commnd of tho British Governmont.”

L —————————————

Oxe: of tho moat important statistical
documonts evor issucd by our depariments
ia tho * Roport of tho Scorotary of State,” o
copy of which should find its way into overy
cotlago in tho British Isles, that tho Engliah
peoplo may understand from official sourcos
tho aroa of the vast inheritance whioch the
peoplo of Canada ero endeavouring In tho
midst of discourngoment to hold as an
appanngo of the Empire and tho heritago of
the British people.

Thko want of such information has, no
doubt, led Enghsh Statesmon into grave
mistalces and tonded to tho direct injury of
British North Amorica by leaving mischiov.
ous theorists to denl with all tho great quoes
tions affeoting this country and tho integrity
of jtho Empiro ‘nccording to thoir imaging.
tions,

Even tho loaders of public opinions or
closs intevests, such as the London Times,
havo always baon dealing with tho affaivs of
this country and its placo in the economy of
the British Empire in ultor ignorance of all
the faots on which nny opinion connooted
therowith shomd bo bascd.

Wo believe the Privy Council shoutd
direot tho Secretary of State's Roport to be
nttached to all papars on emigration, to bo
circulated in tho British Islands, for the
purposoe of showing tho extent and general
character of tho Territory extonding from
tho Atlantic to the Pacific and tho heritage
awaiting oocupation by their surplus pop-
vlation.

The following are the areas of the North
West Territory wost of the 93rd dogree of
west longtitude, not including the Provinces
of Nova Scotia, Now Brunawick, Quebeo or
Ontario :

1st. Unavailable for cultivation, being the
portion of the Great American Desert, which
extends into British Territory. Square miles,
50,000. In acres, 32,000,000.

2nd. Prairie country. The greater part
of which is unsurpassed for agricultural pur-
poses, with occasional groves, and belts of
timber. Square miles, 120,000. In acres.
78,000,000-

3vd, Timber land, with occasional large

rairies as in (Peace River District) adapted

or tho growth of wheat and other cereals.
Posgeases abundance of timber. Square
miles, 466,225, In acros, 298,334,000,

4th. Belt lying outside of No. 2 and 3,
(or agricultural zone proper), in which pota.
aoes, barley and grasses, may be successfully
cultivated. Sufficiently supplied with tic:
bor, Squaro miles, 928,200. Inacres, 5,
048,000.

5th; Rock and swamp, barren lands, in
which tho timber growth extending up from
the south gradually disappears. Fur pro-
ducingregion. Squaro mtles, 620,300, In
acres, 411,072,000,

Shewinga total aren of 2,206,726 squars
miles, equal to 1,412,304,000 acros, of which
saying nothing of tracts 1 & 4 above, (which

aro of moro or less value for grazing and



Mar 13, 18721

‘

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

- ——

other preductng prirposes) wo havo two and
three, containing 375,184,000 acres of agrl.
cultueal land, and the greater part of which
is beyond question espacinlly well adaptod
forwheut growing.

Tho winior climate is somewhat sovero,
hutnot mnro 80 than in parts of Untario and
Quobec; on tho othor hand tho country is
undoubtodly ono of tho healthiest in the
world, and tho partioular portion fo which
allusion has just been made, is ealoulated to
sustain a farming population of many mil-
tion souls.

Pt ——————=n

Over thirly years have elapsed sinco tho
vexed questionin practical mechanics known
88, ‘tho baltle of tho guages,” was scionti-
fically and practically decided by tho best
ongineoring talent of Great Rritain as far
her own railways and indced theso of all
hier colonies with trifling oxcoptions are con
cerned.

Living beside a pooplo whoso most noted
characteristio is tho insatiablo desire for
Radical and exparimental change by which
they aro possessed, it is not matter foraslon-
mont that the subject should bo re opened
in Canada and that tho crude theories on
which the accidental narrow guage system
was supported should bo revived for its
economical fullacies as affording immense
and cortdin gains to anxious shareholdars,
or that the result so far should not be
wholly satisfactory, but rather foreshadow
ing tho inevitable failure of such an experi-
mentin every point of view,

While it i3 ensy to account for theorotical
speculation respecting what should govern
the conditions of traffic on our system of
the groat comncercial highways of Crnada,
o conclusion respecting the motives which
governed the designs of those reaches of
artificial nuvigation connecting our great
Riparian and Lacustrine highways is not so
easily arrived at, .

Ordinary mortals would think that what-
ever motives might govern the construction
of a railway tho design for a canal should be
limited by the actual capacily of the water
way to which it gave access, but should any
such individual wish to have living evidence
of how much mistaken common senso fre-
quenily may be they have only to inspect
our Canadian Canal System to satisfy them-
salves of that interesting fact.

The Canadian Canal System as it at pre
sent exists consists of :

1at. The Chambly Canal openingtlio navi-
gation of the River Richelien from Sorol at
itsembouchure in thoSt. Lawrence to Lake
Champlain. It is 11} miles long with nina
locks each, 120 feot in longth, twenty-four
feot wide and six feet of water on sills, the
canal is thirty-six feet at bottom and 60 feet
at water surface, it overcomes a differouce of
hwvel of seventy-four feet.

2nd. The St. Lawrence Canals, built to
overcomo the rapils in the river between
Montreal and the foot of Luse Ontario, they
overcomo a v tul elovation of 207 feot their
aggregato length, bay 433 miles.

This system is naturally divided into throo
scctions, viz.: the anhino,Boauh'amois, and
Cornwall Canals, ‘Tholocks on tho first and
second being 200 foot in longth, forly-five
wido with nino foot water on the sills. Inthe
lIatter sixof its {welvo locks havoe n width
of fifty four feot beliveon galo posts.

3rd, The Welland Canal connecling Lalkes
Ontarlo and Erio, difforoncoe of lovel say 330
fect. It is twenty-cight milesin length, has
twenty-sevon locks, three of them Ueing
tho samo aize as tho St. Lawrence, twonlty-
throoof 180 foot long, 20} feot wido each, and
ono at Lako Erio 240 feot long by forty-live
fect in width with ton feet of wator on sills,

4th, The Southarn branch of tho Ottawa
River joins the St. Lawrence at Lualke St.Louis
botwoen tho head of Iachine Canal and tho
foot of the Beauharnois Canal, As rapids
occur on this river it hos a systom of artifi-
cial navigation which may bo called tho
Ottawa Canals.

Those are mnaturally in three groups
rendering the river navigable to the Capital
of the Dominion, and ono tho St. Anne's
Lock 190 feot long,forty-five wide, overcomes
a differonco of lovel of 34 foet has six foetof
water on tho sill; the Carrillon Canals aro
throo miles in length, tho summit level is
the North River a tribulary of the Ottawn,
it ascends to the lovel of the former,
26 feet above the latter and descends
thirteon feet so there is 39 feot of lockage to
overcome f fall of 13 feet, it has 3 locks
each 198 feet long, 32} wide, with § foct
water on sills, The Chute & Blondeau canal
has one lock is one sixth of a mile in longth,
its siza is similar to tho foregoing and the
differenco of level 3} feet. The Grenville
Canals are 43} miles in length, the dif
ference of lovel is 45 feot, of which 4 locks

32} feet in width, by 129} feet in length,
and 3 locks overcoming 13} teet difference of
ievel, varying in size from 1064 to 103] feet
In length, by 193 feet in width, with five fest
of water on the silla.

The system such as it is opens 130 miles
of the Ottawa River for navigable purgoses,
tho canal was built in 1819 by Royal Engi-
neer officers assisted by the arlificers corps;
thefuults of location which are grave were
governod by Military considerations, as it
was then thought the country between the
Ottawa and 8t Lawrence was practicablo
for troops, it became a necessity to locate
the canals, on tho- north bank of the river
thus placing a dangerous rapid betweon
them and attack.

5lh. Filty-four miles above the head of the
Grenvillo Canal the Rideau Canal systom
(the best engineering design on this conti.
nent) joins the Ottawa River and Lake
Ontario at Xingston.

Coustructed by the Late Lieut. Colonel
John By, R. E., for strategetical purposes
t is the only canal on tho Canadian system
that fulfills all tho necessary conditions of a

successful practical work, using the streams

nse 32} feet, they vary in size from 31} to.

of Lo rivars, ono a tributary of tho Ottawa
front which it takes its name, tho other of
tho St. Lawrenco, as its navigable channel,
by a series of well-planned dams and woirs
vestoring them to their normal regime, o
navigation absorbirg tho powers of both
sireams was rocured at & minimum of cost
and labor.

‘Uhe longth of this maguificient canal is
1263 wilos of which just 16 miles is arlificial
it has 47 locks, each 134 foot in length by
32 feet wide, with fivo feot of wator on tho
sills,

Of theso locks 33 nsconds from tho Ot-
tawa River to tho summit on Weost Rideau
Lako and 14 Jdeseends to Xingston on Lake
Ontario.

Itis ovident from tho abovo list that
varioty has at least beon consuited in deo-
signing our Canal systom, nor has experi-
once rendored us any wiser, becauso the on-
largemont of tho narrow locks on tho Gren-
vills Canal will bo adapted to a navigation
of 200 feot in length by 45 wide, with 9 feot
of water on the sills, the river being per.
fectly capablo of giving 12 fect, while a vos-
sol drawing 11 foet of water can entor all tho
Lake ports.

Thoe enlargement of the Grezvitle canals
has been ontrusted to Mrv. yames Goodwin
of this city, and ho has built one of the
most magnificent locks, it has ever been
our good fortuno to sco; the walls are of
weoll boucharded limestone, built with a
batire of half aninch to the foot, theroare no
gato plors tho recess being formed in the
wall, a very decided improvement; tho
breast wall being ov'side the gates a vessol
200 feat in length can be locked through.,

The gates aro built solid each leaf weigh.
ing 50 tons, the mitrasills and aprons of osk,
tho gates will bo worked with windlass and
chains, tho lock walls are about 30 feet high
and reflect great credit on overy one con.
corned in their construction.

Since the reorganization of the British Navy
under the Whig Radicals it has been impos-
siblo to get at a correct list of the arma.
ment, topnagoe of gun boats and smaller ar-
moured vessels now in use, and therefors
cannot say what value our hoterogenious sys-.
tem of cannls might be ia the ovent of hos-
tilities.

Porhaps some of our English Military and
Naval exchianges would kindly publish alist
of the vessels now borne on the registers of
the British Navy, and let us seo what we
would have to expect.

Fonnioxeus 1x Tue Uxitep Stares.~In
view of the approaching Presidentiol elec-
tion, statistics have been prepared showing
the number of foreigners according to their
nationalities in tho United States, It ap.
poars that the colored population is 4,835,
100, of whom 803,000 aro voters; the Irish
population is 1,838,678, of whom 306,446 are
votore; tho German-born population is esti-
mated at 1,679,025, of whom 279,837 have
votes; the Welsh 71,004 ; Scandinavian 206,
556, the Swiss 73,954, being-tho nationali-
ties chiefly noticeablo on tho list,
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I'UE ROBINS HAV]? COME.

Thero's a eatl upon the housetop, ananswer frum
the plain,
Tll(‘ro"B a warblo in tho suushiae, a twitter o the
ain
And u'nron;:h my heart, at sotaul of thuese,
‘Thero contes 1 anmeless thril},
Ax sweot a8 odor to tho rose,
Or vorduro totho hill;
And all theseJoyous mornings
My heart pours fortls this virnin
“ GGovl bless thoe dear olll robling,
IWho have come back aguin,'

For thiey bring athought of sunmer, of Jdreamy,

Tuctous duys, .
of kingeups 1n tho medow, making « golden

hazes

A longing for thoe clover hraogms,
For roses all aglow,

For fragrant biossoms, Where the bees
With droning murmuts go,

I droam of all tho boauties
Of sumamer's golden relyn,

And sing: “God keep tho robine,
Who have come bick again.”

ARTILLERY RETRGSPECT OF THE
LAST GREAT WAR,
Br Litur.-Col. I'. B. Srravck, Domsion Ar-
TILLERY.

8¢ Pends loi, Francois; inous u.us sonuncs
baltus el tu n'y eclais pas,”” was thoe laconic
lotter of the royal soldier Heari Qualre to his
comrade—tho samo soldier king who gave
the right royal response, when asked for a
standard :

** Where'er you seo my white plame shize,
“ Amid tho ranks of war,

s ’Ihero bo your orlflamme to-day
“ The helmetof Navarre.”

A great war—alas ! I fear, by no means
tho last great war~-has passed into history;
and as I was not there to sec, howcanI ven-
ture on a rotrospect withont craving yourin-
dulgenco ?~—which you maybe more hkely
to give when 1 tell you that, to gratify no
idle curiosity, but simply as & soldier to
learn, I asked and ¢btained tho sanction of
H. R. H. tho Duke of Cambridge to yoin ei-
ther of thocontending armies, butisas given
to understand that political reasons forbid
mo or any of my brother-officers availing
ourselves of the permission, even at our own
risk and cost.

Permission was subsequently granted toa
few as newspaper correspondents ; but no
English artillery officer was present at the
great drama of the Prussian siego of Paris.
e wero disappointed ; bat, notinclined to
follow the advico of Honri to his friend, we
did not hang ourselves. At the conclusion
of peaceo I visited theremains of both armies
and mauy of their batto ficlds. Bhad somo
friends 4mnng tho officers of thoe French ar-
tillery, acquaintances made in happier days
at Chinlons. I never saw them again; and
in spito of tho contempt heaped wvpon tho
unsuccessful by the unthinking, 1 cannot
but feel, from what I saw and heard from
their cnemies, that thoy did their duty.

Without further apology, L willaim at my
object, and try, like a good gunuer, to hit it.
My subject divides itsolf into—

Ist. Salient artiliery operations in the
field, and tho lessons we may draw from
them s

2nd—Tho sieges and their lessons; -

3rd—"Tho artillery personncl and matericl
of the contending armies ;

4th—7Tho gencral deduoctions
draw; :

SALIENT ARTILLERY OFERATIONS 1IN THE FIELD,
It is commonly supposed that the supen:-

wo may

orily of the Prussian artillery was tho prnci. |

pal cause of the German success and, in
doed, tiic Emperor Napoleon hitnself attri-
buted his final disaster at Sedan to tuo pre-
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ponderating influcnco of the German fiold
artillery ; but it was not altugother so; the
artillery was but tho koystono of that arch
of trimmph under which tho German Emper-
or marched to victory.

It is oasier to blamo the grooves of n gun
than the hoart of a great nation, The
French people (for I hold peoplo responsible
for their government) proferred a slanding
army andasystem of substitules toa nation-
al forco and univereal sorvice; thereloro
they were uttorly outnumbered; aud their
centralized system of dealing with war ma
terial, of which tho English controlis a copy,
rondered it impossible for them to cquip
and mobilizo their armies as_quickly as the
Germansg, who habitually decentralize and
delogato tho responsibility of cquipment to
the commanders of their locnl corps d'armée,
and lastly, they were out-gencralled, be-
cause their efat Major and system of military
Tustruction was inferior to the Prussian.
Notwithstanding the war-cry, * @ Herlin,”
they found themselves on tho defensive, ex
tended over a long arc from Thionville and
Motz to Strasbourg; while the Germans
operatcd on tho shorter chord of that arc by
the valloy of tho Saar and the Wissenburg.
Tho French advanced posts, tso Far from
their supports, hugging the frontier, yet
not feeling boyond it, Jtnew not of tho vast
German concentration in the wooded coun
try close to their front. It is very difficult
to unravel tho thread of artillery action
from thetangied webb of battle, because ar-
tillery Slnys o double purt in the great gamo
—1st, divisional or merely supporting and
acting with thoe other arms; 2nd, concentrat-
ing and striking terrible and decisive blows
as a separate arm. Morcover, tho first ac-
counts of battles roach us from the pens of
Jjournalists, generally men of great energy
and ability ; but tall talk is their moticr,
andithoy aro obliged to supply tho public de
mand for blood and thunder at so much a
line; even soldiers themselves engagud arn
the poorest narrators of tho outline of an ac-
tion, being so entirely engrossed with what
passes in their immediate front. Waterloo
veterans still wranglo as to whether the
final repulso of the last French columan was
dus to the adyance of tho 52ad or the
Guards. Comparing small things with great
1 havo been unable to recognize the ofticial
accounts of actions in which I had the honor
10 bo engaged.

Tho first great battlo of the last great war
was at Wissenburg. 1Wo canaot lingor over
the historic reminiscences of tho old fortress
that.once rolled back the tido of war under
Marlborough.

In the same locality, the Crown Princa of
Prussia, with morethan forty thousand mon
surpnised and destroyed the corps of General
Douay, only 5,000 slrong.  While the ¥rench
wero cooking their morning soup, the mass
of Prussion guns having gained the heights
of Schiwreigen, suddenly opened a heavy firo
on the enemy’s camp and tho village of
Wissenburg ; with tho old imipctuosity of
theirrace, the Frerch sprung to arms, but
wero ordered by Goneral Dovsy to remain
as much as possible behind Wissenburg.
Tho percaution was useless; tho Prussian
guns, from their commanding position rain:
ed death upon them, whother they advanced
or sought shelter. Tho French artillery con-
sisting only of three light field batteriesand
one of mitmilleurs, wassoon overwholmed ;
and, accending to an official account, * the
mitraillours fired only a fow rounds, and
wero oasily silenced by tho Prussian guuns.”
Tho overwhelming numbers of the Crown
Lringeoutfl wmked and took the hiltof Geis-
biirg; e out numbered French, still put-
sucd f)y thio deadly Prussian shells, and har-

-
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rassall by tho Black Brunswick Hussars,
turnnd rotreat to route. Wissenhurg way
quickly followed by Weetth, ‘The French
positlon was salient, almost semiciroular ;
thus offering to tho Prussians tho opportun
ity over covated by nrtillerists, viz., the
chanco of enfilading both wings from n point
nearly opposite the centeo. ‘The I'russian
guns wero thus massed ou tho heights south
of Goredorl and north-west of Gunstadt,
and, as usual, they woro felt beforo they
were seen.  Thoso on tho Gorsdorf hLeights
commenced the action by enfilading the
whole French left, and compolling Marshal
AlncMahon to change the front of tho first
division ; tho manwuvro was brilliantly oxe

cuted by the French. Later in tho day,
foutteen German batteries (84 guns) near
Gunstadt, woro launched upon the French
right wing, enfilading it in the line of it
groatest dopth ; and not only tho fourtl: di-
vislan, but also tho unfortunate second,
which stood behind them, and had already
borne tho brunt of battle at Wissenburg. A
battery of tho 5th corps, north of Spachbach
occupied the French guns; theso latter are
snid to bave been well served but poorly
handled, for the gallant French artillery
scom to havo forgotten the tactical lessons
of their great artillery chief, Napoleon I.;
they, however, nobly sacrificed themselves
at the close of the activa in ondeavoring to
savo their broken infantry. At tius battle
also the French were greatly outnumbered,
and failed to receive assistance from Do
Failly's corps. MacMahon's position was
stratogically good, as fairly covering the two
izoportant  railway communications with
Strusbourg through Iagenau, hnd with
Motz via Bitsche.  On (he samo day that the
Crown Princa thus sovered the French
army and cut off its right wing, soma forty
railes distant, in & north westerly dlirection
from the ficld of Weerth, the first Prus-ian
army, under Steinmetz, assisted by part of
the second, also cut the French lino at
Spichern, thushopelessly dividing Mac)ahon
and Bazaise. Tho ridge of Spicbern over

looks the village of Saarbruck, the scene of
tho baptéme de feu of tho Prince Imperial,
As usual, the French were surprised by the
opening of thoe Prussian artilfery six batter

ies, from o hill overlooking tho valloy frons
which a part of Frossard’s force had not
been withdrawn, The leading artillery fea

{ures of tho battleare the rapid bringing up
and concentration of guns, insomeinstances
galloping along the roads to the front, whilo
tho infantry of their divisions were partly
sent by rail. This molulity of fiold artillery
is possiblo only to tho Prussinns- not to tho
French, from a dofective system on which |
shall touch, It is said that the Prussian
guns, after advancing over the plain, pro
duced little impression, firing up lull on tho
French infantry extended on the ridge, from
tho fact that shells fired with percussion
fuzes either buried themselves in tho faco of
the abrupt slope, or flew harmless over the
heads of tho defenders.

‘Fhie French guns massed on the loft toop-
poso the flanking movément on Stering, dis
ledged tho mass of Prussian cavalry, who
wero sont under cover to tho other flank,
this should have been agreat ghin, becauso
the road to Forbach was ¢ho strategic line of
French rotreatand support. Butthe erown
ing artillery achiovement was the daring
advanco of two batteries of Gorman
guns up a steop mountain track. on the
summit of a ridgo on tho Freach ight
whero thoy enfiladed tho wholo Ime. 1 was
informed through a Prussian general, that
tho French ling, who had resisted so gallant
1y, wero first shaken by the fire, which dreve

them from their entrenchments, and ren
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dored possiblo tho final advance of German
infantry, whoso provious losses, whilo sup-
ported only Ly divect avtillery fire, had been
torrible; also, at this critical juncture a mnss
of German guns advanced, and firing across
tho rond and rail, enfiladed the French left,
and throatoned to cut off theline of retreat.
In tho oarlior part of this battlo tho French
had tho superiority in number and position;
but were left by their generals with a most
inadequato supply of artillery-—ono of these
unncconntable mistakes which wmarked
French generalship,  \While Frossard's force
fought splendidly a1l day, seven divisions of
Bazamo's stood inactive ten miles fiom the
valloy of the Saar. The Germans having
turned the Freanch left by Forbach, the
ond division, sent by Buazaine, could not
cover tho rotroat of Frossard's utterly dis-
organized force,which rotreated tothe south
west, leaving open the road toSt. Avold and
Motz, Theu tho German armies witha cloud
of cavalry in their front, gradually brought
up their left flank. Tho small fortresses of
Phalsburg and Bitsche, especially the latter,
whoso guns commanded the line of rail to
the west, compelled them to make a con-
siderable defour, and leave behind a masking
force. They beld out for a long time, and
show the advantagoof even a small fort on
astrategic line of road or rail. Tho French
commanders proposed to abandon the
line of tho Moselle, leaving & garrison in
Metz with orders to defend or die,~the scat-
tered divisions concentrating at Chalons
(tho only safe point for conceniration) there
to fizht on their well known exercising
ground, where, history tells us, the fate of
Franco has beforo been decided in hor favor.
With Paris as a base, and reigforcements to
swell the army, the result of the war might
have been different ; but politicians stepped
in, nud decreed her 1uin. Bazaine, aproint
ed to tho chief comm nd remained at Metz
{whero the Emperor also linc.cd), hoping
to fall upon the divif.u German armies
crossing {0 the norta and south of Metz;
buttheir whole force passed to the south at
Ars, and Pont a Mousson, while Steinmetz
had occupied tho attention of the French by
the battlo of Courcelles. This was an obsti-
nate soldior’s battle, without any particular
display of tactical skill. Bazain> committed
an crror in fighting at all; having previously
detormined to retreat towards Verdun, he
should have done so, and left the protection
of hiis rear to the fortress, instead of fighting
2 battle with his army astride of tho AMos-
sello, and an cnemy whose object it was to
detain him. Thoe French engineers had un-
accouniably neglected to blow up the bridges
over the Aloselle, to thoe south, thongh they
destroyed some in their own line of retreat.
Bazaine's first march was 2 very shori one,
and impeded by an cnormous quantity of
baggage; he gives o further reason for de-
Iay in the fact that the Freanch intendence,
or control department, had stowed away six
million of cartridges without telling him
whero to find them, and moreover, had for-
gotten their whereabouis. This gave the
Germans time ; they pushed forward as f{ar
a3 Mars-le-Tour with cavalry and guns, and
struck the head of tho French advance, also
ayalry, apparently without guns. The
French prepared io charge; but the Ger-
man cavalry, who masked their guns, wheel-
ingright and left, opened out and left the
guns 1o work their deadly destiny, and thus
turn tho tide of French retreat.

At Vionville and Rezonville, in & some-
what similar manner, ithe French columns
were fiercely struck, and held by cavalry
and arlillery until tho infantry cameup. The
tuceess of the final infantry onslaught is at
tributed by Captain Hosier to tho Prussian

arlillery being ns usual ipassed on their
encmics’ flank. ‘The extraordinary mobility
of tho Prussianficld artillery, pringipally duo
to their system of earrying sufficient men on
limbers and gun-axlo seats, rendered pos-
siblo thelr stylo of vigorous avtillery action,
impossiblo to the French with theirantiquat.
ed system of carrying gunners on tho wag-
gons, or leaving them away behind out of
breath.

‘The Prussian cavalry sacrificed themsolves
with the samo heroic gallantry, as the Eng
lisii at Balaclava, with the differenco that
their self sacrifice had astrategic object and
result, viz, holding the YTrench for their
comrades to come up. One torriblo chargo
was made through two French batteries with
bodies of infantry in their rear, to bo finally
met by the hostllo cavalry, A littlo more
than a fourth of tho horsemen responded to
the regimental call at that night's bivouac.

‘Tho French fought with tho determined
fury of their race, and inflicted terrible loss
on their enemies, considering that they had
gained a victory ; but as corps nfter corps
came into position on their left, and wheeled
up, the German army, which ot first looked
northward, finished tho fight with its front
to the Rbine ; while Bazaine had been com
pelled to fight with his face towards Chalons
and Paris his lino of retreat, just a fortnight
from tho opening affair at Saarbruck. After
theso bloody struggles at Mars-LaTours,
Vionvillo and Rezonville, Bazaine took up a
position at Graveloite, e had been nearly
taken prisoner by the rapid German advance
whose guns actually opened fire on the rear
of the Emperor’s escort as he left the army
with bis son. The taclical advantages of
Gravelotic as n defensivo position showed
skill in tho sclection of ground, tor which
Marshal Bazaipe is famouns. It is a Jong ridge
tho topof whichforms an open natural glacis;
the crest was strongly intrenched, and his
artillery there posted ; the left rests on
densely wooded ravines, running down to
the Moselle ; and one of these parallel to
tho faco of the position, is difficult to cross
except by theroad running at right angles
to the French front, which was swept with
gans, and the firo of a fortified farm-house.
‘The Prussians lost terribly in repeated at-
tempts to attack by thisroad. The difficul
ties of assault on the left of tho position
reudered it almost entirely an artillery so
tion, where 84 Prussian guns wero deployed
by a most spirited manceuyre. Thoy gallop*
ed up a lano through ono of these raviues,
which concealed them fill they reached tho
plateai south of Gravelotte. ‘The guns were
crowded, to avoid drawing fice by extending
in front of tho village, which was used as a
field hospital ; and tho loss of the Prussisn
artillery hero is evident from the mounds of
carth that mark their resting place—* man
end horse in one red burial blent.” The
threo leading batteries wero met by the fire
of four smitrailleurs ; but concentrating their
whole firo on the nearest, thero remained no-
thing but wreck after a single round. The
second and third were treated to o similar
dosc of concentration, and the fourlh retired
procipitately {o avoid annihilation,

This concentration of fire, to bo produced
in tho heat of battle, must be inculcated and
practiced in peace. The whole 84 thus con.
centrated on tho French guns, silenced them
in succession. This sort of advanco of the
right men, at the right {ime in the right
place, was in & great measuro duo fo the ex-
cellent maps served out to artillery com-
manders by tho Prussian War-Offico. 1 was
favored with the loan of ono of theso that
belonged to a caplain ol artillery ; it was a
pliotograph-copy of the map of tho French
survey. They wero turned out in Prussia

by thousands long beforo tho war; and,
though it folded up so as to {it tho pocket,
it was 80 clear that by its aid any average
artillory commander could act with tronch.
ant cortainty. Among tho sayings of sol-
dicrs worth remembering is that of Marshal
Saxo, that *f tho first requiroments of an
army wero logg, tho 2ndlogs, and the 3rd
logs.,” It is equivalent tothat of Welling
ton, who reiterated ¢¢ Loots ;' with us it
might possibly bo ‘ snowshoes.” Prussian
ofticers reiterate *f maps —accurate maps
distributed (o squadron-leaders, and bat-
tory commanders. Tho infantry working in
larger units, do not require so many, except
on outpests, The French resisted evory as-
sault, until as usual outflanked by the Prus-
sinns—tho Quards andr Saxons—whose ar-
tillery, occupying the hill at St. <Privat, at
right angles to the French positien, enfilad.
ed it, and rendered possiblo the steady ad-
vanco of the infantry. It is worthy of note
that the isolaled attompts of German artil-
lery to advance in the open to close range,
600 yards, against infantry in shelter
trenches, resulted in artillery destruction.
On one of these occasions, a single gun, one
ofticer and threo gunners alone remainoed ;
and when ordered to retire, the young sub.
altern’s reply, from the midst of his dying
comrades, was: “Tell General, Steinmotz,
that where gunshave advanced, there also
can infantry ; let him send supports to mo;
I will not rotire to them ; rather wmill 1 dio
on my gun-carriage and rest here with my
comrades.”” Ho was as good as his word :
be did not retivo from his position until ne
had expended his last shot, and brought his
gun, which he had worked with tho assis.
tance of his three gunners, safely out of ac
tion, fortho infantry did not como forward
until much Iater,

Tho final catasirophe of S2dan was tho
greatest triumph of the German arlilery.
When that fatal morning dawned the unfor-
tunate French saw, from cvery gentlo hill 6f
tho ampbitheatro that surrounded them,
tho white pufls that showed the trial shots
of tho German guns. Their concentrated
firoc was unendurablo, and onfiladed each
face of the old fortress situated ina basin;
and thus a fortress and an army fell before
tho field guns of an army wiclded with stra-
tegicskill. Of course wo must not forget
that it was political interferenco that dictat
cd o movement on a line that endedin a
fight with a neutral instead of & friendly ter-
ritory in the rear.

Not much artillery incident of valueis to
be gained by following tho struggles of the.
brave but ignorant and uudisciplined levie,,
en masse, who organised by eloquent arocats,
tried in vain fo oppose tho national army of
a people who for half a century had patient-
ly practised tho art of war in peace, and
wero not too effiminato to ignore tho duty
of personal servico without exception, for
peasant, peer or prince.

{To be contlnued.)

Yowser oF Tue Press.~I love to hear the
rumblingof the steam power press, better
than the raltloand roar of artillery. It is
silently aitacking and vanquishing tho Mala-
koffs of vice, and Rodans of ovil, and its par-
allels and appro- shies cannot bo resisted: 1
liko the click of the typein tho composjug
stick. Detter than the click of a musket in
the hands of a soldier. It bears a leaden
messenger of deadlier power, of sublimer
force, and surer aim, which will hit its mark,
{hough =« thousand years pass awayl—

Chavin.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

{ The Editor daes not hold himsclf responsible for
tndividual cxpressions of opinton {n communi.
catfons addressed Lo the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.)

b the Editor of the VoLt NTRER REVIEW,

Doubtless the world would be a dull place
to live in wwere thero no such thing as diver-
sity of opinion ; nevertheless, I cannot but
regrot, that as Editor of a Journal which as
sumes to ropresont theideas and sentiments
of tho Active Militia, you should on this
question of the Draft take up a position
which, I will vonture to say. is dissonant with
the views thereon of nincteen twenticths of
the officers of that force, who can lay claim
to any lengthsaed expeorience.

Your editurial remarks, however, on my
letter of thr, 29th ult., show that the position
isa very veak ono; so much so, that T trust
cre long to sco you abandon it as utterly in
defensible.

I can hardly think you serious when you
declare yourself op., .sed to the Ballot *be
cause it would force into tho ranks the man
incapable of acquiring the habits or discip-
lino of a soldier, the coward, &c.*' I bave
lived pretly much all my life in Canada, but
if there is a class of vur jouug wen such as
you speak of, I have as yet failed to recog-
nize it. An individual dull and stupid, and
with no great stomach for fighting, may, no
doubt, be found here and there. Iknow we
occasionally mect them in the present force,
as thoy will alwways be found in any and every
force. But 1 deny emphatically, thatin the
Dominion, any such class exists, sufficiently
large to form the ground of an argument
against putting the Ballot in force. To think
otherwise would boe a reflection, and a very
serious one, on the manhood of our budding
nationality. Thless we are more stugid and
cowardly than other people, your otjection,
if an argument against the draft in Canad.,
might have equal weight in everyother coun
try. The Prussian authorities, however, do
not appear to have ever recognized the forco
of it,

Pardon me, if I do not consider you moro
happy in the objection which you attempt to
illustrato by the case of Herr Krupp. If the
Ballot i3 put in force, it is wrong to stato that
ceery manmusiseree. Every man of acertain
ago would be liall to serve, just as under
the old Militia system every such man was
liablo to serve in case of emergency. With
the Ballot enforced, not every man, buta
very small per-centage of tho men of tho
country would have to serve in order to keep
on {oot a force of 40,000, morc or less, pro-
bably some two per cent of tue male popula-
tion would give tho necessary quota. Nor
need any Canadian Krupp dread getting into
trouble through tho Ballot. Thero could be
no well grounded objection to nilowing hiz
to provide a fit and proper substitute, (in-
deed, you appear to have losl sight of the
fact that the Militia Act of 1868, has already
mado amplo provision for this contingeney,)
if bis usual avocations were of sufficient

magnitude to jugtify him in doing so—or if
{hought more desirable, ho might be exempt
on tho payment of a suitabie fine into the
public exchequer. But though few men,
whoso timo was of great value, would, if once
Balloted, object to being obliged to furnish a
proper substitute, or pay & certain sum in
money. I fear that a great many, so many
indeed that their name is legion, would ob
Jject, and object very strongly indeed, to hay
ing a poll tax placed on their property, be-
cause they were unwilling to volunleer for
tho defence of the country. Let the Govern:
ment attewpt it, and [ am mistaken, if thoy
do not awaken such a tempest as they will
not readily forgot.

‘That the Ballot was devised for use in caso
of war, is quite true. But, Mr. Editor, can
you point to any system of enroltnent which
is not devised, ostensibly at least, for use in
casoof war? I differ with you, however, lofo
caclo, when you nassert that for such u con.
tingency it should be reserved, Unless there
is some radical objection to it> use in time
of peace, (which most certaruly I consider
you as yet have failed to show) unless it is
mnnifestly inferior to some other system, T
am unable to see why it should necessarily
be reserved for the cuntingency wLich yoa
speafy. That those best fitted by position
and opportunity to form a correct opinion
on this point, do not agree with you, is cvi
dent frum the fact that the different Deputy
Adjutant Generals of the Dominion, without
a solitary exception, have, in their respective
reports to Colonel P. Robertson Ross, lately
published, given expression to their convic
tion that the time has arrived when the Bal-
lot should be put in force. Lt.-Col, Taylor,
D.A.G., No. 1 District, says:~*I am of opin-
iom, that presumingitis required, that overy
corps shall assemble for annual drill in the
full 2uthorized strength—tho aid of the Bal-
lot will be required to effect this.”

Lt. Col, Durie, D.A.G., No. 2 Districl, re-
fernng to this subject remarks.~¢ The Reg
ular Muu.in on the other hand would giveless
{rouble to all concerned ; the musters of the
men would be sure, companies full strength,
and the commumnity =t largo would be drilt-
ed in detail, year after year. Fhereis no
doubt but that thissystem is the most just
and fair 10 all,

In connection with this district, the Adju-
tant General himself remarks that the
majority of officers commanding corps in it,
appear to copsider it necessary and desirable
to fill up the ranks by means of the Ballot.”

Lt--Col. Patterson, D, A. G. No. 3 District,
thus expresses himself, **I do not think
that corps can be kept up to their establish
ment by the present system of volunteering,
T believo tho time has arrived when the
Ballot must boresorted to to £l up,”

Referring to the subject of reciuiting
corps in No. 4 District, Lt.-Col. Jacksonin-
forms tho Adjutant-General—** that without
tho assistancoof {ho Ballot it cannot bo

done salisfaclorily.,” And again Lt.-Col.

Jackson remarks :—¢¢ Captains find so much
diffleully in recruiting, that they think the
labor too great to undertake, to maintain
their companies purely by tho volunteer
system, and tho frequent resignntions of the
officers show the desire to escapo so labor-
ious a task.”

Lt.-Col Osborno Smith, C. M. G, A. G,
No. 5 District, states as follows:—*As &
largo number of men in this Diatrict, will
complete their servico before the conclusion
of the present financial year, I have endoa-
vored to obtain by communication with offi-
cers commanding corps, whether they consi-
der it probable that recruits or re-enlisted
men are likely {0 fill up tho ranks of the
respective Battalions. Vith very few ex.
ceptions {hic answers are in the negative,
and a strong desire is expressed that the
Ballot be enforced.”

It. Col. Iarwoed, D. A. G. No. 0 District,
reports thus :—¢ In more than one locality
on account of the floating population, it
would not bo prudent to rely on even half
of the men regularly enrolled. Afterhaving
consulted with the officers commanding
corps in my district, I have come to the con.
clusion that the Ballot must be resorted to.”

Lt.-Col. Duchesney, D. A. G.No. 7 Dis
trict, speaks as follows —fThe three years
Liaving expired for the servien of companiez
in this District, I may siate that with cer-
{ainty that two tlurds of the Volunteers en-
roled 1n 1565, wall claim theie discharge. 1
find by the vpinivns of the several officers
commanding Battalions in the District, that
they all concur in stating tnhat it will be im.
possible to fill up the rolls anew by the Vol.
unteer system.”

Lt.-Col. Maunscll, D. A. G., No. 8 Disrrict.
is of opinion —*“that in some instances,
chiefly in cities and towns tho necessity and
desirability on military grounds for com-
pleting the deficiencies m the ranke by
means of tho Balivt as prescribed and au
thorized iu the existing Militia Law, is now
apparent.” He then goes on to observe
that—*having in compliance with yourin.
structions, placed myself 1n communication
mth officers commanding corps, you will
observe, that the majority of theso gentle
men bear mo out and endorso tho above
opinton.” .

Lt.-Col. Sinclair, 1\ A. G. No. 9 Dislricl,
referring to tho Brignde Camp at Aylesford,
says:—*“ All the captains but one state they
caunot keep up their strength except by the
Ballot, which they recommended,”

The Adjutant General of the Dominion,
Col. P. Robertson Ross, makes no secret of
his own opinion, in his anpual Report for
187], ho observes:—*“A feeling appears (o
prevail in the force in favor of a Regular in
stead of a Volunteer Militin. Experience
proves that the strongest national military
organization, is that one which is founded
on the principlo of obligatory service.”

Tho foregoiug brief extracts from the var
fous reports, leave no room for doubtas to
what is tho opinion of these who have had
most experience iv tho practical working of
the Volunteer system }mr ¢t simple, A more
wnanimous verdict In favor of the Ballot #t
would be difficult to imagine.

Ag thislotteris already much too long, I k
must reserve any further remarks fora fu
ture occasion.

Yours, &¢,
Rotroe.

L Origna), Gth May, 1872,



