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THE UNION.

There is no subject over which the
people and ministers of the Church feel
a deeper interest at the present moment
than that of Union with the brethren of
the other denominations in which the
Church is at present negotiating, It is
right and proper that anxiety should be
folt, for it will be an act for weal or woe
not only to the Chuich, but also to the
Dominion in which we livee  Once done
it cannot beundone. Once accomplish-
<d, the only remedy for the mistake, if
mistake it proves, is schism—a thing in it-
selfan evil which centaries cannot reme-
dy. Hence the importance of wise and ju-
dicious action now on the part of the peo-
ple of the Church} for after all the decis-
ion must rest largely in the hands of the
people. Syneds and Presbyteries are
all well in their way, but neither one nor
the other desires to go, nor will go, in
the face of the pubfic opinion of the
Church ; and therefore whatever the
voice of the people demands, we have no
hesitation in promising. If Union is the
ward of any considerable majority, then
Union will be accomplished; but if not,
then things will remain as they are.

All this is fully recognised. If the
Testion were asked, we belitve that
these principles and facts would be men-
tioned from end to end of the Church,
by rich and poor, learned and ignorant
alike. It is the birth right of the Scotch

burch to recognize xt%xé rights of her

people in her Church Courts and deli-
berations; and her colonial daughters
are not going to forget this and the
other heritages which they enjoy from
her. Therefore the people need not
fear want of due recognition in the mat-
ter; but the people must not forgat their
responsibility,. They must remember
that whatever they demand on the pre-
sent, ason all occasions, will be theirs.
But theirs also will be the responsibility.
It must receive the attention by all
which so grave a measure demands. It
will be a marriage—let it be a marriage
of love and mutual interest, and let us
not figure thereafter in the ecclesiastical
diverce courts of schism and dissent.

But though our people know full well
the principi’es and constitution of the
Church, that they are part ofthe Church
Courts, and that the Charch neither can
nor will do what is distasteful to them;
yet we fear that in many instances the
magnitude of the present movement is
not recognized as fully as it ought to be.
1t is more than a mere local union—it is
a union thronghout British North Ame-
rica, and in all decisions of Church
Courts and congregations, this should be
kept in view. The movement is pro-
gressing, whether favourably or other-
wise we are not yet in a position to say.
So far, however, as we are able to ascer-
tain, the following are the results:

I. Tae CHGRCH OF SCOTLAND IN
T™E MariTiME Provixcrs—It has
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been before the Presbytery of Prerou,
and the decision, though not exactly ad-
verse, was not by any, means enthustasti-
cally favourable—the Basis passing sim«
pliciter, was handed down tothe kirk ses-
sions, thence to go to the congregations for
their approval or disapproval. Theresult
was that New Glasgow has gone against
the measure. West and East Branch con-
gregation bave decided that the time for
Union has not yet come; and’it is said
to be likely that St. Andrew’s, Pictou,
will shortly come to a similar decision.
The congregation of Albion Mines
and Westville, alt bat unanimously o,
posed Union. MeLellan’s Mountain
congregation did the same—there being
only two of each congregation in favour.

The Presbytery of HaLIFax at itslast
meeting passed the Basis, approving by
2 majority of one of the same, and recom-
mending it to the favourable considera-
tion of kirk sessions within the Bounds.

The Kirk-session of St. Andrew’s de-
cided in favour of Union, but consider-
ed the Larger Catechism unneeessary in
the Basis.

. II. Tue CHURCH OF SCOTLAND OF
ONTaRIO AND QUEBEC.—Guelph pro-
nounced in favour of the proposed Union
of Churches with but one dissenting voice.
Galt, on the contrary, as we have since
learned from an official souree, is divided
inopinion; the Kirk-session being opposed
to Union by a large majority, while the
congregation itself will have a large mi-
mority against it. The congregation of
THORAH eame to a vote on this question
on the 381st December, when “the
church was crowded, and the vote was
adverse without ore solitary exception.”

The P1TTSBURGH congregation in the
Presbytery of Kingston has voted unani-
mously in favour of union : the Kirk-ses-
sion having passed the first article unan-
imously ; the second, on d division;
and the third, with a suggestion. We
have not learned that any other congre-
gation in this Presbytery has taken the
matter into consideration.

The Presbytery of OTTrawaA voted
favourably on each article of the Union
Bagis, and so did the congregation of
St. Andrew’s, Ottawa, with the excep-
tion of one member and one adherent,
by whoi a protest was recorded in the
minute . The following congregations
of the Fres: ytery have gone unanimous-
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ly for Union :—Plantagenet, L’Orignaf
and Hawkesbury, Cumberland, Moun-
tain and South Gower, Spencerville,
Oxford, Westmeath, Coulonge, and also
the Kirk-sessions of the abc e men-
tioned congregations, with the addition
of that of Chelsea. All the Kirk ses-
sions were in favour of all the articles of
Union.

In the Presbytery of GLENGARY we
find that Cornwall has approved of
Union. At a subsequent meeting, the
congregation also resolved to adopt the
basis and the accompanying resolutions,
one member only having taken excep-
tion to the resolution regarding modes of
worship, and entered his dissent from the
finding.

In the Presbytery of MoNTREAL, St.
Mark’s Kirk-session and congregation
have pronounced in favour of Union.

At a meeting of the Kirk-session of St.
Andrew’s Church, Toronto, the question
of Union was taken into consideration
when the “ Basis” was voted Nay : some
of the # Resolutions” ¥ec by the casting
vote of the Moderator. X

The Presbytery of GLENGARY, at its
last meeting, said “nay” to the Union
Question by a vote of six to three on all
the articles.

II1. Ix THE PRESBYTERIAN CH JRCH
oF THE Lower ProviNces.--Five
Presbyteries out of the ten have cousider-
ad and decided ; all accepting the Union
Basis and accompanying documents or
resolutions, and these are the five la-gust
Presbyteries in the Body, Halifax, St.
John, Pictou, Truro, and Prince Edward
Island.

Three of these accepted Union unan-
imously, viz., Halifax, St. John, and
P.E. Island, and two by a majority vote,
Pictou and Truro.

All the congregations heard from,
except one in New Glasgow, have goue
for Union.

Several Presbyteries and the great
Body of the congregations are yet to be
heard from. We shall watch the move-
ment, and give the readers of the Record
information from time to time.

IV. Tre CanapA PRESBYTERIAN
Cnurca.—The following extracts from
the Presbytery minutes of the Canada
Presbyterian Church .serve to show how
the movement goes on in that Church:
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1. The Presbytery of Conurau, by a
unanimous vote, decided to express
approval of union with other Churches
on the basis sent down by the General
Assembly. It was agreed to invite
congregations within the bounds to
consider and report on the basis before
the next mecting of Presbytery.

2. In the Presbytery of HaMirrox,
the matter having been considered pre-
viously and sent dewn te sessions and
congregations, it was found that 13
approve and 5 disapprove of Union on
the present basis, and that 16 congrega-
tions approve, and 3 disapprove of it.
The several returns were read and or-
dered to be transmitted to the General
Assembly.  The Presbytery then pro-
ceeded to consider the matter. It was
moved by Mr. McCall, and seconded by
Mr. Porteous, that the basis of Union be
simpliciter adopted. It was moved in
amendment by Mr. Laing, and seconded
by Mr. John Brown, Ilder—1. That
Union among the Presbyterian Churches
in the Dominion is desirable, if it can be
accomplished in terms satistactory to all
parties concerned, with due regard to
the principles held in common by the
Churches, and to harmony of action;and
that the Presbytery cherishes the hope
that this will be cffected in due time.
2. That the basis sent down by the Gene-
ral Assembly 1s not satisfactory and is
disapproved by the Presbytery.

It was moved in further amendment
by Mr. Fletcher, and seconded by M.
McLeod, that the Presbytery, having
taken into consideration the remit anent
Union sent down by the General As-
sembly, while desirous of seeing Union
between the negotiating Churches ac-
complished as coon as possible, resolved,
that having due regard to all interests
concerned, such a modification of the
proposed basis be sought by the Assem-
bly, as woudd secure a” larger amount of
unanimity in the prospect of Union.
After deliberation, the amendment of
My, Fletcher was put against that of Mr.
Laing. and six voted for the former, and
two for the latter.  Mr. Laing’s amend-
ment was therefore set aside, anl! M.
Fletcher's was put against the motion of
Mr. McCall, when 14 voted for the mo-
tion, and 7 for the amendment.  On the
yeas and nays being taken, there were
14 yeas and 6 nays. The motion of Mr.
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McCall was declared carried. dnd the
Presbytery decided in terms thereof.
Mvr. Laing, and Messrs. John Brown and
Andrew Wilson, Elders, marked their
dissent. The Presbytery took up the
resofutions seriatim, with the following
results :—The fivst, fifth, sixth, seventh
and ninth were approved unanimously-.
The second, third, fourth, eighth and
tenth were carried by a majority. The
Presbytery decided accordingly.

8. In the Presbytery of Bruce the re-
mit of General Assembly anent Union
was considered : when it was moved by
Mr. Anderson, and seconded by Mr.
Camecron: * That this Presbytery rejoice
to find a very strong desire among its
members for the union of bodies of
Chvistians declared to be of one mind in
doctrine and church govemment, yet, as
there are a number of esteemed brethren
in the C. P. C. who strongly oppose
union on the present basis, some of whomn
declare that they cannot receive it, the
Presbytery agree to declare that another
effort should be made Ly the General
Assembly to secure some deliverance to
be inserted in said basis, so as {o meet
the conscicentious views of these brethren,
and thus secure a harmonious union.”

It was moved in amendment by the
Rev. John Straith, and seconded by the
Rev. D. Wardrope: “ That this Pres-
bytery, finding that there is substantial
harmony between the Churches nege-
tiating for union, in doctrine, discipline,
Church government and worship, regard
the proposed basis as embracing all that
is necessary to govern the United
Church, and thercfore approve of the
same.”

The amendment and motion being
put, the motion was carried two to one.

4. In the Presbytery of OWEN SouxD,
the remit on the Basis of Union was or-
dered to be sent down to Sessions and
Congregations for their consideration,
with instructions to repcrt thercon at
next mecting.

5. Presbytery of Hurox. The remit
on Union was taken up. After a long
discussion, the following motion am
amendment weresubmitted : Moved and
duly seconded, “That the Presbytery
having taken into consideration the As-
sembly’s remit anent Union, agree to
adopt the proposed basis, approve gene-
rally of the resolutions accompanying it,
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and express the earnest hope that on
sait} basis Union may speedily be effect-
ed.” h

Moved in amendment and seconded,
# That secing we are already under
covenant engagements and solemn véws
re%arding the Lord Jesus Christ as the
only King and Head of His Church, and
also as the King of Kings, this Presby-
tery disapproves of a Basis of Union
which no place is allowed to a distinct
recognition of His glorions Crown Rights,
and in which entangling relations to
other churches are made a fundamental
provision of the United Church.”

The motion was carried by a majority
of one. From the finding of Presbytery
on this point, Mesers. Ross, Logie,
Graham, Ferguson, Ministers ; and Kerr,
Carnochan. \Walker, Elders, craved to
have their dissent recorded with reasons.

6. In the Presbytery of ONTARIO the
Union remit was considered, and after
discussion the following Resolutions were
presented and carried:

Resglution I—That this Presbytery,
desirous of Union between the negotia-
ting Churches, and rejoicing in the sub-
stantial harmony which exists among
them with regard to important points of
Faith and manners, would recommend a
Union simply on the doctrinal and ec-
clesiastical basis of our conmon standards
without being encumbered with by fur-
ther additions.

The Bible and Confession of Faith
formed the Basis of the recent Union of
the Presbyterian Churches in the United
States, and which.is in the words follow-
ing:

“The Union shall be effected on the
doctrinal and ecclesiastical Basis of our
common standards. The Scriptures of
the Old and New Testuments shall be
asknowledged to be the inspired word of
God, and the only infallible rule of faith
and practice. The Confession of Faith
shall continue to be sineerely received
and adopted, as containing the system
of doctgine taught in the Holy Scriptures,
and_the government and discipline of
the Presbyterian Church of the United
States shall be approved as containing
the principles and rules of our policy.”

Resolution 1I~—In the opinion of this
Presbytery,the first three articles contain
all that is required for a basis of union,
and inasmuch as these articles have been

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

agreed upon by the Joint Committees,
therefore this Presbytery would recom-
mend that these three articles be the
bagis on which the negotiating Churches
shall unite.

Resolution III—That as the third
and fourth resolutions (including the Act
of Independence) are unnecessary, and
as many think they may commit the
Church to doubtful principles and prac-
tices, this Presbytery would recommend
that théy form no part of the deliver-
ances of the negotiating Churches.

7. The Presbytery of GuELprH had the
matter of Union before it for considera-
tion. The minutes of Assembly bearing
on the case were read, and the articles
of the proposed basis with the connected
resolutions. The returns which had been
received from Sessions and Congrega-
tions were also read. It was then re-
solved, by a majority, to consider the
basis as a whole, over a motion to discuss
the articles seriatim. It was next moved
by Mr. Wardrope, seconded by Mr. A.
D. Ferrier, that the Presbytery record
their acceptance of the proposed basis.
It was moved in amendment by Mr.
Middlemiss, seconded by Mr. Anderson,
that in the judgment of the Presbytery,
the proposed basis is seriously defective
as not containing an article exhibiting
the Presbyterian doctrine respecting the
headship of Christ over the Church, such
as is embodied in the basis of 1861, and
that no satisfactory, safe, or harmonious
union can be consummated without the
addition of such an article. After a
discussion extending over all tho fore-
noon to a greater part of the afternoon
sederunts, the vote wag taken, when
twenty-one voted for the motion and
eight for the amendment.

8. Presbytery of MoxTrEAL. Inthe
Cote St. Charch the remit regarding the
Union of all the Presbyterian Churches
was carried unanimously. The congre-
gation of Erskine Church have also,
after a full and free discussion, voted for
the union on the basis submitted to them.
The Kirk-session and corgregation of
Knox Church, Montreal, have also voted)
for the union cordiall y and unanimously

9. The Presbytery of Paris, after lony
and earnest reasoning, approved of the
Basis of Union, as 1t stands, by a vote ot
twelve to ten.  The diseussion was chiefly
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on the subject ot the ¢ Headship of
Christ.”

10. The Presbytery of Loxpon has
recorded its vote against the basis of
Union as a whole, the want of a deliver-
ance on the ¢ Ileadship” being again
the stumbling-block.

11. In the Presbytery of Stratford, the
Assembly’s remit anent Union was ap-
proved of by a vote of seventeen for and
one against it.

B B o= e 2 e

SPEGIAL SERVIGES IN GREENOCK GHURCH,
ST. ANDREW'S, N. B.

On Sabbatk, 4th Jan., a special service
was held in Greenock Chureh, St. An-
drow’s,commencing at three o'clock, p.m.,
at which, in accordance with announce-
ments previously made, the Rev. G. J.
Caie, of St. John, preached the funeral
sermon of the late Rev. P. Keay. Long
before the hour for beginning the service
the people began to assemble, filling
every available seat in the church. At
least one half the population of the town
was present, so anxious seemed every one
to testify their love and respect for the
deceased. By special invitation, some
members of the choirs of Al Saints
Church and the Baptist Church assisted
in the singing. 'The Rev. Mr. Caie was
accompanied to the pulpit by the Rev.
George Seely, Baptist, and Rev. C.
Lockhart, Wesleyan, ministers.  Asthey
entered the choir sang the quartette,
¢« Beloved, it is well”

God’s ways are always right,
And love is o'er them ali,
Tho' fur above our sight.

Tho' deep and sore the smart,
He wounds who knows to bind
And heal the broken heart.

Though sorrow cloud our way,
*Twill make the joy more dear,
That ushers in the day.

The path that Jesus trod,
Tho’ rough and dark it be,
Leads home to heav’n and God.

The Rev. Mr. Seely began the services
by asking the congregation to unite in
praising God by singing the 60th Para-
hhrase, after, which he read the 89th

salm, when the Rev. C. Lockhart led
in prayer.

Mr. Caie then read part of the 12th
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chapter of Hebrews, and gave out the
55th Paraphrase, which was sung by the
choir and congregation. Next he offer-
ed up prayer. When the congregation
had all got seated, the rev. gentleman
gave out as his text, 4tl: verse ofthe 11th
chapter of Ilebrews, wiifch he read, bas-
ing the sermon on the last clause, “ And
by it, He being dead, yet speaketh.

REV. MR. CAIE’S SERMON.

I have often wished, since coming here
on this sad mission, that one whom your
late pastor regarded as a father, and who
was regarde(? by him as a son, could
have been present to perform the duty
that has devolved on me. And when I
look round on this large assembly, com-

osed, I believe, of every denomination
of Christians in this town, who have
come to pay the last tribute of respect to
the memory of one who, during the last
six years of his life, endeared himself to
the hearts of this whole community, irre-
spective of creed and class,—when I see
so many assembled on this solemn occa-
sion, most sincerely do I wish that this
duty had fallen to one who would doubt-
less have more appropriately discharged
it. Itis nearly six years since T occupied
this pulpit on the occasion ot the Induc-
tion of your late pastor, and, if 1 rememn-
ber correctly, my text on that occasion
was from Ezekiel iii. 17, * Son of man, I
have made thee a watchman to the house
of Israel, therefore hear the words of my
mouth, and give them warning from
me,” &c.  Seldom or never is it given to
any one in my position to speak so confi-
dently and so thankfully of the work or
a fellow laborer who has entered upon-
his rest. The work and worry of a
faithful watchman on the walls of Zion
are everywhere great, but especially in.
this country, where there are so many
things to test the character and bring:
out to light any imperfections that may
be within. It is therefore with feelings
of gratitnde to God that I am able to
look back on the past six years of his
ministry in_this place and speak.of his
faithfulness in discharging those solemn,
trying and important duties that -de-
volved upon him. Before doing se, how-
ever, let us glance at our text and see
what it suggests. « By it He being dead
yet speaketh.” The apostle means that by
faith in God and Hispromises; these holy
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men of old, though in their graves over
2,000 years, were yet speaking, and in-
flueacing men’s lives,—that their lite of
faith did not die when the sod of the
valley wars laid over their heads, that
they continued to speak for ages after-
wards—that age after age, generation
after generation, would hear.them speak,
though their lips were scaled with the
emphatic sillence of death. And, dear
friends, what a truth there is in these
words!  Lven now, when eighteen cen-
turics have been added to the eenturies
since the Patriareh Abrabam fell asleep
and his voice was hushed in death, how
powerfully does he still speak! ‘The
man or woman is not to be envied who
can read the events of his life, and espe-
cially the terrible test of his faith, and
not bave their faith in Abrabam’s God
strengthened and deepened.  How often
have I pictured that touching scene
where the sorrow-stricken father,with his
only ehild in one hand, and the fire and
knife in the other, climbed the steeps ot
Mount Moriah to sacrifice his son at the
command of God. 1 have thought of it
till father and child scemed standing be-
fore mej till Tcould discern that deep
mysterious wondes on the furrowed face
of the Patriarch,and the strange enquir-
ing look in the innocent eyes of the child
as he gazed upin his father’s face and
said, “ My Father, here i3 the woad,
there is the fire and knife, but where is
the lamb for burat offering?”  And we
can conceive the flash of Faith, ssit
stepped on the throne of that brave
heart and replied in triumph, «“ My son,
God will provide Himself a lamb for
burnt offering.” This is the fith by
which Paul saye, * He being dead yet
speaketh.,”  Andin further consideration
of these words I shall endéavour to show
you that it was the like precious Faith
in the soul ¢f him whose earthly career
has so suddenly closed in this place that
enabled him to leave behind him such an
influence for good, that has enabled us to
say of him that “being dead he yet
speaks.” It is not often we meet with a
Tife so consistent from first to last as his;
a life in which, for a quarter of a century,
the same decided piety and faith, the
same love for Christ and the salvation of
souls, are maintained unshaken. In the
changes of country and circumstances, in
the ciequcred fife of one who has been
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student, teacher, missionaty and pastor,
often in the most trying times and events,
it is rave to find such a stendfast ade
herence to principle and duty, and such
strong faith in God and man, as { believe
may be found in the life of him who,
though dead, is yet speaking. Inlook-
ing back over the twenty vears during
which he preached the Gospel, I find
many testimonies to these virtuus of
character of which I have spoken. Men
in the highest positions in his native
cuuntry assure us thatin his duties asan
instructor of youth, and also 28 a mis-
sionary of the eross insome of the remote
districts of Orkney and Shetland for
several years, he displayed the same
zeal and devotion, which to the day of
his death were conspicuous fiatures of
his character.” If I were speaking to
those who had not received many un-
mistakable proofs of this, I should be
tempted to quote at length from the
certificates I have been allowed to peruse
since I came to thigplace. Out of many
in my possession let me give you but one
briet’ extract from the pen of & man
whose name and fame as a scholar bave
since gone out into many lands.  Speak-
ing of him as a dear friend in 1853, Dr.
Bryce, of Trinity College, Dublin, says:
“ He has great warmth of heart, kindli-
ness of disposition, candor aud sincerity.
Though by nature mild and amiable, he
nevertheless displays much energy and
firmness of character when necessity re-
quires their exercise.  His talents, which
are of & high arder, are well seconded by
habits of labor and persevering study;
while the self:denying discipline of his
private life proves the fixedness of his
purpose and the earnestness of his
literary inclinations. Qur frequent con-
versations enabled me to perceive thar
his acquivements werce solid as well as
varied and extensive.” And speaking
of his ministerial qualifications tweniy-
one years ago, 2 clergyman, for whom he
had often officiated, says, * From the
rectitude of his prineiples, the steady
consisteney of bie concluct, his unblem-
ished life and charsefer, and his welt
known zeal and activity, it is my convie-
tion that he is qualified todischarge with
high efficiency and success the duties of
a minister of the gospel wherever Provi-
dence may call him to labor” 1 might
add to ‘these the testimony of many
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others, were it not that T am speaking to
those who during the last six years have
reeeived from him, nnder varied eircum-
stances, abundant proofs of the existence
in him to the last of these same gifts and
graces that distinguished him in_early
life. When at the call of God’s Provi-
dence he crossed the seg, he did not, like
too many of his coun‘rymen, leave be-
hind him those strong Scottish feclings of
piety and religious devotion, but care-
fully eultivated them in the land of his
asdoption, where their influence, T trust,
will be felt for years and generations yet
to come.

My own knowledge of your lamented
Pastor exteads almost to the time when
he arrived in this Provinee in 1834, and
the recollection of him carries me back
to boyhood. So far from sympathizing
with those who think it strange that
ministers of the gospel situated so many
years, as he was, in raral distriets, shounld
lose sasiewhat of the spring and vigor of
mind and spirit, T have often admired
the herculean strength that was able so
successfully to battle with the depressing
eircumstances of the position, and fight
on, year after year, without entirely
dulling his weapons and losing the polish
of his armor. Through all the vears
that he tatled as a ploncer in this Pro-
vinee, laboring as few, i any, ever labor-
ed in this country, he never lost those
virtues and graces which, as we have
seen, manifested themselves in early life.
That keen sympathy with the wants and
weaknesses, 'he sins and sorrows of hu-
manity, which led him to spend and be
<pent in endeavors for the relief of others,
never forsook him, but seemed even to
deepen as the shadows came on. Lle
was not perhaps fitted by nature or edu-
eation to be a leader in Church or State
—ta command the attention and direct
the encrgies of the multitude in the
areat spivitual battle fields of the world.
It was his rather to heal and bind up the
wounds and sores of all who had suffered,
and co pour in the oil and wine of love
and temnderness,  In God's vineyard on
earth there were many I know whostoort
far above him in the force and fire of
their eloquence; many who excelled him
in the depth and variety of their talents
and learning ; many who outran him in
the race for popular applause; but in the
possession of those qualities that £t a
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minister of the gospel for approaching in
likeness to Him who ¢ went about doing
gooi and healing all manner of diseases”
—in the possession of the virtues and
graces that bind pastor and people to-
gether, and are instrumental in bringing
souls to the meek and lowly Jesus; in all
these I know no Christian minister in our
own or other churches who could excel
your late beloved pastor. And need I
say that his labars of love were not con-
fined to his own people, but extended to
the whole commaunity, and involved him
in an amount of care and toil under
which he has been long gradually failing.
His keen seasitive nature was too much
even for a comstitution naturally strong
and vigorous. The blade was too sharp
for the scabbard; and the inward wear
and tear gradually sapped the founda-
tions of both mind and body. In this
large assembly there are many whose
hearts will long feel the blank death has
made. He was not your pastor perhaps,
but still you loved him for his self-deny-
ing labors for the good of others. You
loved him, because of him it might be
traly said, * When the car heard him,
then it blessed him; when the eye saw
him, it gave witness to him: Because he
delivered the poor when he eried, and
the fatherless, and hiw that bad none to
help him.  The blessing of him that was
ready to perish came upon him, and he
eauased the widow’s heart tu sing for joy.”
In the experience of many before we,
this has been realized.  You can recalt
sick-beds and death-beds at which he
ministered, as few others could, those
comforting truths, so consuling in the
last hours of life. Many can truly say,
“ gur joys were his joys, aad our sorrows
and afflictions were greatly lightened by
his willing shoulder, which was ever
ready to stoop down and share the bur-
deus laid upon ws.”  Verily ¢ though he
be dead he yet speaketh.” He speaksto
us with a voice sharpened by death’s
very seythe. I life he spoke with one
voiee, but now he speaks with many.
The many tokens he distributed of his
friendship and regard all speak of him,
and there are few homes and firesides
where he was known in town or country
that cannot peint to some moments of
his generous friendship and love.

But let me remember also that while
he speaks to you his people and his
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friends through all these channels, he
speaks to those of us who are left behind
to toil on in our Master’s vineyard.
‘What lessons of humility he speaks by
that life of sclf-denial he lived ; to those
striving at other ends than the salvation
of souls he says, “be humble, fellow-la-
borer.”” To those whose hearts are stir-
red by ambition, who long to become
great and have thoir names spoken of
by thousands, to such he speaks and bids
them remember that God’s measurement
of success is often different from man’s,
and at the great day of account, when
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed,
when the books shail be opened, and the
great. throne spread for judgment, then it
may be found that many a poor laborer
in the quiet corners of this world, who

assed a life of toil in his Master’s service,

asactually gathered in a greater harvest
of souls than the man who stood out
conspicuous for his learning and elo-
quence. Many it may be, whose name
and fame on earth were bounded by the
limits of a town or cotnty, yet by their
faithtul lives and Christ-like character,
and peacetul and triumphant deaths,
have done more in the service of their
Heavenly Master than those whose great-
ness was trumpeted forth by the lips of
admiring thousands. May it not be thus
with him who has left us? Among that
great multitude around the throne, it
may be that many are hailing himn as the
blessed instrument in God’s hand of their
conversion. You can recall better than
1 those to whom, during his ministry
here, he was called to offer the consola-
tions of the blessed gospel; those whom
he pointed to the Lamb cf God slain for
sinners. And you can conceive the
mutual joy that swells in their ransomed
souls as they greet each other in accents
of holy rapture. When we think of
these great truths—when we reflect on
the perishable nature of human applause
and the high reward in store for every
humble servant of Christ in his vineyard,
and when we think of the noble career
of self-denial our departed friend has
left, how he seems to speak to us and
say, *“ Be meek and humble, do thy Mas-
ter’s work with zeal, and remember that
the race is not to the swift nor the battle
to the strong.” In the natural world
around us there are many roots and
fibres down deep beneath the surtace of
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the earth that are of greater service to
the tree and the fruit than many a lofty
leaf and branch that waves in the wind
and rustles in the sunshine of summer>

And this bring us to reflect for a »o-
ment on the death of your pastor. On
this point I can searcely trust myself to
say much, but cven though some may
think otherwise, I cannot refrain from
saying that I can clearly trace the hand
of a merciful God in the sudden termina-
tion of so useful a life. Already light
secems darting through the cloud: we
seem to catch the smile of God and hear
him say, “be still, all is well, gradually
the light will come, and these things
seen in the dim twilight of morning asso
terrible, will become under the light of
noonday the messengers of Jove.” The
Lord of the harvest knows best when
each sheaf is ripe and ready for the gar-
ner, and if you and I could sce as He scer,
we would be convineed that our brother’s
life-work was done. He had fought a
good fight—the battle was over, and why
should not the faithful soldier rest from
his labors? To prolong the earthly
carecr of an enfeebled mind in & feeble
body might seem almost cruel, while the
sudden transition from slarkness to light,
from a life of pain and weariness to alife
of endless joy and bliss, would be a glori-
ous surprise, greater far than the opening
of blind eyes to the sunshine, or the sud-
den return to perfect health of the poor
sufferer who has languished long on a
bed of pain.

Can you conceive of a fellow-creature
under move distressing eircumstances
than the man whose body outlives his
mental faculties, or whose mind and body
are weakened and w lermined by over-
exertion in a noble cause? May we not
regard the handa that comes to unlock the
prison of clay and strike the tent of flesh
and blood as a hand of mercy ? And es-
pecially so when we all cherish the bless-
ed conviction that the spirit when set
free on earth will wing its flight to a
world of unhroken happiness and undis-
turbed repose. There is not, I am bold
to say, a heart bent down before me in
grief that harbors a doubt of his happy
exchange from a life of pain and toil toa
life of joy in Heaven. Asan old and an
esteemed townsman of your own but re-
cently remarked, “If he who filled this
pulpit and broke to you the bread of life
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has not made a blessed exchange and
found the bliss of Heaven, we who are
left behind may well think seriously of
the difficulty of salvaticn.”

Yes, wo believe he has gone to his
vest ! gone to be for ever with the Lord.
We believe that eve this he has heard
the glad * well done.” Already some-
thing tells us it would be selfish to wish
him back. Who would pluck that palm
of victory from his hand?  Who would
tear the crown of glory from his hrow ?
or stop that seraph song that rings so
jovfully from his lips? Who could wish
those feet that tread so lightly thestreets
of gold to be again pierced with the
thorns of earth ?  Who among us would
like to see that face that now glistens
brighter than Moses’ on the mount, once
more searcd and furrowed with care and
pain? Not one! Amen! O Father!
thy will not curs be done.

But I cannot close this address with-
out pausing to remind you as his people
and his friends of the responsibilities that
devolve on you from having had the
privilege of such a faithful servant of
Chuyist <o long among you. Though dead
he will long, 1 trust, continue to speak to
you. Sec that ye refuse not him who
thus speaks to you from heaven. Trea-
sure up the holy lessons he taught you
and is still teaching you. The great
burden of his cry 1 still, “ Come to
Christ your Saviour.” “Come to that
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins
of the world.” For you and yours his
prayers often ascended to God's throne
trom this pl:ce and from your family
altars. O m:y these prayers be heard
and answered, so that when we all finish
our earthly career, we may be prepared
to meet him in the land of light and love
beyond the reach of sorrow and sighing,
¢« where we shall hunger nomore, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on us or any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed us, and shall lead us unto living foun-
tains of waters; and God shall wipe away
all tears from our eyes.”

Nor can Iconclude without reminding
you of the siriking testimony to the broad
Christian sympathy and brotherly love
of your deceased pastor which isgiven by
this assembly, and by that which assem-
bled to cany him to his grave on Friday
last. Never through this town before

65

did such a funeral procession pass as that
which accompanied the remains of the
deceased to his resting place.  And per-
haps never before has there assembled
beneath this roof a congregation of all
creeds and classes such as this I now ad
dress. I seem to hear him who is dead
yet speaking to ua and saying, * Let
brotherly love continue.” 1 pray that
ye all may be one.”

There 13 something very touching in
the fact that our great sorrow-has broken
down for a time, at least, the middle
walls of partition, which unhappily divide
Chvistians from each other, and that we
are led to cast aside our ists and isms,
and enabled to rise superior to party
feelings, and mingle together ou~ tears of
sorrow over the grave of our departed
brother. You have stood on the shore
yonder when the tide has fallen and the
long beach lay bare, and no doubt have
observed here and there pools of water
left by the retiring ocean. They ap-
peared cut off and separate from each
other. Each seemed independent and
had its own little forms of living crea-
tures. But you have noticed as the
great sea begun to return upon the land
—as wave after wave rolled up high and
higher, pool after pool disappeared, till
all were swallowed up in one grand
volume that broke in triumph on the
shore. And so when a good man dies,
when a great sorrow like this falls upon
us, how 1t swallows up all our party feel-
ings, sweeps away the barriers, and bids
us join hand in hand, heart to heart, and
go forthin one unbroken phalanx against
the enemies of the truth.

May God of his infinite mercy sanctify
this stroke, and canse it to redound to
His own glory and His people’s good.
Amen.”

The sermon was an able effort, in
which a just tribute was paid to the de-
ceased pastor, and lessons drawn from
the sad bereavement, calculated to touch
the hearts and feelings of all. The
preacher at times was almost overcome
with emotion, and many silent tears
were dropped by members of the late
pastor’s flock, as Mr. Caie played with
skilful hanids on the heart-strings of his
hearers, now soft and sadly as they
vibrated in unison with the emotion of
the preacher, when he spoke with a
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choked utterance of their great hereave-
ment, and then again with subdued feel-
mgs of exultation, as he led them to con-
template the state of holy joy and rest
into which their beloved friend and pastor
had gone. At the conclusion of the ser-
mon, the 5th hymn, commencing “ 'The
hour of my departure’s come,” wasg sung,
and the solemn services concluded by the
choir singing the anthem, « Weep, Chris-
tians, weep,” and the pronouncing of the
benediction, when with sad and solemn
feelings the large congregation departed.

R A

Quhicles  Contributed.

Why so few Missionaries for
India?

‘We have lately heard of a new mis-
sionary for Sealkote; but the remarks
which such an offer and acceptance of
service call forth from the Church, only
tend to show, in more appalling naked-
ness, the utter want of workers for the
Indian field. It is evidently all that
the Church of Scotland can do to kecp
her ground in India; and we would not
be surprised to hear on any day that
mstead of extending her sphere of opera-
tions, she has been obliged, fron want
of men or money, or of both, to con‘ract
it by abandoning one or more of .er
present stations.  If we rightly remen -
ber the drift of a personal conversatio
with the late lamented Dr. Macleod, th
committee had scrious thoughts, a few
years ago, of taking such a retrograde
step as we have referred to It was only
fear of the.bad effects that such an open
avowal of failure might have on the
fature work and prospects of the mission,
and the talk perhaps which it might
occasion in rival denominations, that
prevented them from taking it, and we
do not see that there are now any greater
prospects of success than then.

Now why is there such a want of
Iaborers for the Indian field? There may
be also a scavcity of men for the Colo-
nies and other away-from-home situa-
tions; but you will get twenty for the
Colonies when you may not be able to

et one for India. And why is that?
s iy beeause India is so far away—so
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very far from home? It may be partly
that, for there is 2 genuine home-teeling
and love of country in most of us; but
you will get as many as you like to go to
Indiz to lucr dive situations, and the
chaplaincies are always eagerly desired
and sought for.  Is it, then, because the
salary is so small and the work so hard ?
That may keep some from offering them-
selves, for the mercenary soivit of the
age has not left the preachers quite un-
tonched.  Thereis a rush and unseemly
striving generally for places with plenty
of pay and little to do, and with sorrow
do we often hear our ministers talk as it’
money was the only thing worth living
for. But we get men to come to Canada
where the work is just as havd, and
salarics on an average ae relatively as
small, if uot smaller. Is it the climate,
then, that frightens preachers from offer-
ing themselves for India?  Not climate
entirely, suvely ; for, as we have already
said, the chaplaincies do not need to be
vacant long. No: not any one of these
can be assigned as a sufficient reason for
the scarcity of missionaries for India;
but put them all together, and you get
something like a reason. Ilard work
away from howme for small pay. with the
chance of losing onc’s health in a year
or so, it may be—the prospect is bleak
enough ; and it is not for you or me, my
readers, to affect to despise it till we
have proved our courage sufficiently by
facing it ourselves. ’

1t may be also that there is something
in the nature of the work itself which
is uninviting, and which, apart alto-
gether from pecuniary and other con-
sidcrations, puts the missionary on quite
a different footing from chaplains, mer-
chant clerks, bankers, and the fike, as
well as from those who come as nussion-
ar.'s to our shores. When a chaplamn
goe: to Tndia, he goes to minister t0 @
chrisd mized comnunity —goes to preach
to his (llow-countrymen who are pre-
pared to eceive him as their teacher in
spiritual things: and he has not to strug-
gle with the : wne fiwees of discourage-
ment and oppo.‘tim as the missionary
so-called.  And so with clerks and those
in the civil service.  They are likely to
be welcomed as fellow-workers by all,
bo.h British and indon, and the reli-
gious state and opinions of the natives are
as nothing to them in the way of busi-
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ness, ‘Their views and feelings are more
apt, perliaps, to be regarded as curious
an] mteresting mental phenomena than
as obstructions to the Christian spirit;
and should they at any time be other-
wise considered and give pain, those who
are so pained may easily take refuge in
the thought that it is no part of their
particular work to try directly to re-
move and overcome them. Or if they
should try and fail, their work bemng
quite gratuitous and their reputation
and worldly standing not being staked
on their success, they may fecl as if they
did not need to care,and thank their
stars that they are rot missionaries. Bug
with the missionary it is altogether dif-
ferent. If he fails in removing prejudices
and passions opposed to Christianity, he
failsin everything, and he cannot turn
away from the fact—he must face the
diffienlties, and still work on amid dis-
couragements. And how very disheart-
ening it is to work, and work only, for
the good of people who yicld you no sign
of sympathy or encouragement, to say
nothing of active opposition, only those
who have experienced it can know.

There is no denying, in the face of
these considerations, that an act,a great
act, of self-denial is required on the part
of the man who deliberately, and vith
full intelligence of the case, chooses to
« as a missionary to India. Yet we
veheve there is enough of a self-denying
spirit in many and many a young man
to bear down all such obstacles, if he
received encouragement enough from
his friends at home and the Church of
his fathers. But here the root of the
evillies,—and there is no use in seeking
to disguise the fact : relatives and friends
oppose him, ministers of the Gospel whom
he may know discourage him ; and pro-
fessors of divinity, if he is a student of
promise, pool, peoh it all, and throw
cold water on his feelings. I am not
speaking kindly nor in the way of specu-
lation, but as one who has had experi-
ence of the matter, and 1 know whereof
I affirm. His parents, perbaps, have
exercised a good deal of self-denial and
made no smali self-sacrifice to get him
through “the College,” and they feel as if
their proper reward for it all would be
that their son should get a kirk «i’ a
guid big steepend.  Or if bis parents are
wealthy, then more than ever is it ex-
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tion worthy of himself and honorable to
them--by which, of course, is meant a
more than usually eligible pastoral
charge or parish. Aud soin either case
if he goes abroad, it will be against the
feelings and expectations of’ his parents,
and that is something which he cannot
slight. ‘Then outside as w.ll as within
the family cirde there are various re-
pressive forces to be overcome—pre-
Judices, and fears, and appeals to vanity,
&e. It is said—and this is a very widely
spread and generally entertajied opinion
—that only thase who cannot get
Churches at hame, or who are afraid
they will not, go abroad as missionaries.
To go abroad as a missionary is thus
regarded as an acknowledgment of fail-
ure in the clerical profession, as the last
resort of those who cannot do better.
And if you poini to men of whom that
cannot be saig, (0, well a missionary life
was the shortest cut to marriage, or they
went away in disgust with the state of
the Church at home, or something else
than misstonary zeal was the impelling
motive ; and if you go, it will be
thought that it was not love of the Gos-
pel, but love of a girl, that took you
away.

Or some whe are more cautious and
politic in their exrressious, and who
would not have i, said that they are
opposed to foreign missionary eftort, will
quuetly say, ¢ India is all very well, but
1 do not see why they should have the
best of our men there.” And so it is
indirectly hinted that it weuld be foolish,
very imprudent indeed; for you who are
a2 man of promise to go.to any such
place—it would bhe like Piding your
talents in a napkin, or casting pearls be-
fore swine. A very unchristian act, to
besure! Thus does the devil hide him-
self often under the puise of common
sense! But sometimes he shows himself

uite openly, and without such cowardly
skulking. If Idid not very much mis-
apprehend him, I even heard a learned
professor in the faculty of diviaity of one
of the leading Universities in Scotland
express humself in a lecture to the mis-
sionary associatidn as if he believed that
missionary effort in foreign parts was
really of very little use and might as
well be discontinued! Large tracts of
continent which once had been evange-
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lised were again over-run with barba-
rians, and what we gained in one part of
the world was lost in another ; and what
was the use of labering for nought ? Do
we not almost seem to be working

ainst the will of God in such a case ?

ay we not have in our failure an inti-
mation that Providence is against us ?
He did not go so far in words, perhaps,
but that was the impression left.

Now is it any wonder that, with such
influences around them, and such diffi-
culties and discouragements ahead of
them, young men should shrink from
going into the missionary field? The
wonder is that so many offer themselves
as do for service, few as they are. But
there is still 2 further and more unavoid-
able difficulty, perhaps, which I may be
allowed to suggest without offence.
There is something in the very idea of
being under the inspection and jurisdic-
tion of a speeial committee, which is con-
trary to 6ur natural desire of liberty of
judgment and of action. The India
Committee may be composed of noble-
hearted men, and largely of those who
have been in India themselves, and who
are likely to know something of the feel-
ings and wants of cthers; it may be said
that they allow all the liberty of judg-
ment and of action to their missionaries
which any one can reasonably demand ;
but still it is a fact which ought not to
be overlooked, that the thought of being
under a committee has an unpleasant,
restraining effect upor some, and that
most likely in proportion te their force
of charaeter and ability for the work.
"The desire of men for @ kirk o’ their ain
is'as natural as it is real; and were there
Xirks in India as there are here, or were
the missionaries on the same footing
socially and ecclesiastically as their bro-
ther ministers at home, the salaries
might be no larger than they are now,
but the men would certainly be more
numerous. You may say, of course, that
the committee is necessary to the very
existence of the mission ; but though the
evil should be found to be inherent in
vour system of government, it is never-
theless there as § have tried to state it,
and there is no use in trying to speak it
away.

If we wished tu enquire more deeply
into the causes of the general indiffer-
ence in the Church of Scotland towards
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foreign missionary effort, we might find
them perhaps in their system of endow~
ment, in a more or less conscious cym-~
pathy with the principles of the modern
schools of Culture and Evolution, in a
kind of worldliness of spirit and love of
externals which is rampant everywhere,
and so forth, or, in general, in unbelief
or want of faith. But having stated
what we consider to be the more in-
fluential proximate causes of the scarcity
of missionaries, we might now enquire,
how is the difficulty to be got over?
The obstacles in the way of its being
done seem to be deep-rooted in our
nature and spread throughout the body
of the Church. Is there any hope, apart
from an act of the absolute power of
God and an illapse of the Spirit, of seeing
the foreign missionary work of the
Church prosecuted with greater vigor
and success ? With regard to that work,
the Church of Scotland as a whole seems
at present to be well-nigh dead or sleep-
ing. Can the men and women who com~
pose it arise as in the strength of God
and shake from them their lethargy, or
must they wait as expectants of a grace
and power from on high which may, or
may never, be received in their day and

eneration 2 Surely, unless we are to
%o]d by the withering creed of fatalism,
we may say that something car be done.
Will any one make any suggestion on
the way in which it may best be done ?
Meanwhile we close, expressing the hope
that something may comne from the re-
vival of which we have heard so much
in the way of increased missionary life
and zeal.

Synod’s Home Nlission Fund.

The annual collection in our Churches
for this fund was appointed by Synod to
be made in January, or as soon after as
would be convenient. It was the prac-
tice of the Clerk to issue a Circular on
the eve of the collections appointed to
be made by Synod, reminding ministers
of them, but, though this has not been
done in the present instance, it is hoped
that no minister of our Synod will fail to
give his congregation an opportunity of
contributihg to this important fund.
Indeed there is no fund of our Church to
which the people should be urged more
earnestly to give. It is true that the
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Colonial Committee is at our backs ready
to help usin supporting our weak con-
gregations, and in allowing Home Mis-
sion efforts, and has never refused any-
thing we have asked. It is right that
we s{iould thankfully receive the chari-
table contributions of the Church of
Scotland when we are not able to make
up the amount required by Synod for
this objeet. There is danger, however,
that we shall continue to draw from her
funds after we have ceased fo require
her assistance. The poor man who ir
sickness obtains charity, is in danger of
seeking it when he recovers health and
strength, and is no longer deserving of it.
But we_despise the man who receives
charity in this way rather than work for
his own living. Much more do we de-
spise the man who has the means to sup-
port himself, and yet begs for charity.
Equally must that Church be despised
which continues to solicit funds from
outside quarters for the support of her
ministers, when her people are able to
support them, if they were only willing.
We have no reason on the whole to
complain of our Churches within the
last three or four years in their contribu-
tions toward our Home Mission funds.
Most of them have given largely. A
few congregations, however, have not
kept pace with the others. They have
either not contributed at all, or in such
a way as to show lack of interest. In
the last Report of the Home Mission
Board, it is urged that during the current
year many congregations shall carry out
the injunction of Synod, and make the
collections for both Presbytery and
Synod’s Home Mission funds in the way
there described. Let this be done, and
there will immediately be cause for re-
Jjoicing—not complaining.
oBT. J. CAMERON, Convener.
St. John, N. B., Feb’y., 27th, 1874.

From our Scotch Correspondent,

One of the chief points of interest in
the Free Church just now, is the nomi-
nation of a Principal for the new Col-
lege, Edinburgh. The much lamented
death of Dr. Candlish in October last,
left that appointment vacant, and the
Presbyteries have now under considera-
tion the election of a suitable successor.
The names of Dr. Rainy and Dr. Duff
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figure most prominently among the can-
didates, the former of whom secms to be
the most popular. The Presbyteries of
Perth, Aberdeen, St. Andrew’s an.
others have been most enthusiastic in
nominating Dr. Rainy, and the probabi-
lities are strang in favour of his appoint-
ment. His augumentative powers as
exhibited in Synods and emblies
have ranked him among the foremost men
of the Free Church, and since the death
of Dr. Candlish he has been the acknow-
ledged leader of that denomination.

Dr. Begg, who has been absent from
his charge for some months, on 2 visit to
Australia, is expected to return in a few
weeks. Rumor says that the munificent
?R of £5000 awaits his arrival. This
arge sum contributed by his friends in
Edinburgh, represents in some measure
the esteem in which the Rev. Dr. is
held. Moral—Ministers should take
long vacations.

The chief topic of interest in the U. P.
Church, 18 a decided movement on part
of Presbyterics towards having a repre-
sentative General Assembly. In the
Established Church last year the so-call-
ed heresy of Dr. Wallace was the all-ab-
sorbing topic. This year Principal
Caird’ssermon on Unbelief will furnisha
corresponding episode in the history of
the Church. Mr. Wallace, an Elder in
the West, has preferred a charge of
heresy against the Principal, before the
Glasgow Presbytery. Mr. Wallace ac-
cuses him of enuunciating certain here-
tical doctrines which should not be tole-
rated in a man in his position. He sees
in Dr. Caird’s sermon a_plea on behalf
of a certain kind of unbelief, which, how-
ever, the Principal denies that he either
maintained or preached, and declines
any further defence at present, on the
ground of pressure fortime. The Pres-
bytery having discussed the question,
decided by a large majority to dismiss
the subject. But Dr. Smith has inti-
mated an appeal to Synod. Should Dr.
Smith pursue the course indicated, we
shall have the history of Dr. Wallace’s
case repeating itself. Itis a sad fea-
ture of the Church of Scotland that so
many internal strifesshould arise. They
tend to weaken her influence for good at
home,and limit her extension abroad. In-
tellectual energy is consumed that might
serve & nobler end. It widens the span
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between other Christian bodies, and car-
ries to the heathen nations false impres-
sions of Christianity. It is humiliating
to acknowledge that the dissensions of
the Scottish Churches last yearon ques-
tions of Christian union were heralded
in trinmph throughout the heathen Pro-
vinces of distant India. Such impres-
sions are not commendations for the
Gospel.

One other subject of interest is the
series of revivals which have followed
the labours of Messis. Moody and Sankey

. of Chicago. These evangelists have
been travelling for some months through
England and Scotland, with the view of
stirring up the Churches to greater ac-
tivity e the cause of Christianity. The
results of their ministry have been most

ratifying. In England they found the
hurches very eold, and they were not
always greeted with & warm reception.

The Scottish clergy have been more

unanimous in eo-operating with them.

Fhe Free and U. P. ministers have been

the most cordial supporters. Neweastle,

Edinburgh, Dundee, and other towns are

reaping the fruits of a grand spiritual
movement. The largest Halls in Edin-
burgh were inadequate to nccommodate
halt the multitude that sought admission,
until it was ‘finally arranged to hold
several meetings at the same hour, and
in that way distributed the otherwise
unmanageable multitude. Special meet-
ings were held for each class of individ-
uals, admission to which was granted
only by ticket; yet these meetings were
crowded. Before leaving Edinburgh
they held a special meeting ot those who
publicly protessed to have been convert-
ed under the teaching of Mr. Moody,
and Yipwards of 1400 tickets were distri-
buted. One pleasing feature in the
movenient is that the meetings bave been
kept up with equal interest by the elergy
of the different denominations, who on
this: point at least have seew it prudent
to work most harmoniously together.
¥: is gratifying to find owr Aericar

Evangelists wielding sucl a power for

good among our Scottish Churches.
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Preshptery  Flmutes.

Abstract Minutes of Halifax Pres-
bytery.

The Presbytery of Halifax. met in St.
Matthew’s Session Room, Halifax, on 11th
Feb. Five wministors and four clders were
present. The Moderator reported fulfil-
ment of instructions of last meeting, and.
that Mr. Wn. Ilesson had consented to act
as Treasurer for the Presbytery Home Mis-
sion Fund.

Rev. Mr. Talloch, who was present, was
invited to sit and deliberate. 'The follow-
ing communications were read :—1st. The
Remit on Uuion from the Synod-Clerk.
2nd. A letter from Rev. Mr. Layton, Clerk
of the Presbytery of Troro, intimating that
Rev. Mr. Chase had been appointed by that
body to confer with this Presbytery aneut
the supply of Spring Hill preaching station,
and that Rev. Mr. Simpson had been re-
quested' to act as his associate. 3rd. Seve-
ral letters from parties in Spring Hill anent
religious matters there.

Rev. Mr. Chase and Rev. Mr. Simpson
then entered, and were welcomed: by the
Moderator.. They both addressed the
Court, setting forth the claims of the Pres-
bytery of Truro to Spring Hill, and thea
withdrew. After cousultation, it was moved
by Rev. G. M. Grant, and seconded by Jas.
J. Bremner, that to show their desire for
unity,the Presbytery of Halifax,understand-
ing that the Presbytery of Truro have made
appointments to Spring Hill for the months
of February and Mar-h, resolve notto make
appointments for thoze menths on condi-
tion that the Presbytery of T'ruro make
none for April and May, and thau then the
mind of the people be again ascertzined.

To this it was moved in amendment by
Rev. J. McMillan, and seconded by Rev.
D. Neish, that as this Presbytery, as their
meeting on 2nd Dec., 1873, took charge of
Spring Hill station, at the unanimous re-
quest of the Presbyterians shere, they feei
bouund to grant as much supply as possible
irrespective of. the action taken by other
denominations. The motion was carried
by the easting vote of the Modcrator, and
the Rev. Messrs. “hase and Simpson having
re-entered, the decision was intimated to
them. The following appointmeuts were
made for Spring Hill, should the Presbytery
of Truro not agree to the decision of this
Presbytery, viz., Rev, G. M. Grant tor 1sg
Mareh, Rev. J. ¥. Campbell for 15th
March. Rev. John Campbell for 29th
March, and Rev, J. McMillan for 12th
April. )

The Union Remit was then taken up,,
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when it was moved by Jas. J. Bromner,
Fsq.; and seconded by Jas. 8. McDonald,
\Esq., that the Preglytery having, through
its membors at faf%hecessive Synods, af-
§rmed both the principle of Union and the
Basis now submitted, desives formally to
eipress its approval of the proposed Union,
md instructs the Clerk to send it down to
Stksions that they may ascertain the mind
of the people oun the subject.

Bk was mdved in amendment by Rev.
Mr:McMillan, and seconded by Rev. John
Canpbell, that the question be submitted
simpliciler 10 sessions and congrepations for
their decision. Xour baving voted for the
wotign, und three for the amendment, the
mokidn was declared carried.

%“ as then agreed that the Moderator
and*Clerk procure o suitable printed slip
for voring 10 be sent down to sessions, and
that they be requested to reply by next
meeting, giving the number of communi-
cants and adherents voting for and against
Union—each session to decide for itself
who are to vote as adherents.

The usual orders for supplements were
granted, and the Presbytery then adjoarned
to meet in St. Matthew’s Session Room,
Halifax, on the 25th March, at 3 o’clock,
p- m. JonN McMirraw, Clak.

Presbytery of Picteu.

St. Andrew’s Church, Picton, 25th Feb.,
1874, which time and place the Pictou
Presbytery met according to adjournment,
and was constituted by reading of the
Scriptures and praver. Sederunt: Revds.
C. Dunn, Moderator, A. . Herdaman, W.
Stewart, D. McRae, J. W. Fraser, N.
Brodie, G. Coull, R. McCunn, James Mc-
Coll,J. M Sutherland, and W. McMillan ;
and Alex. McKay, Esq., M. P, D. A.
Fraser, Esq., John McKenzie, Esq., Colin
Ferguson, Angus Campbell, Alexander
McDonald, and K. J. McKenzie, Elders.

The minutes of last quarterly meeting
and of 1Ith December were read and sus-
tained.

Extracts of election in favor of D. A.
Fraser, Esq., from Picton Kirk Scssion,
of Alexander McDonald from Gairloch
Kirk Session, and of Hon. John Holmes
from West and Tast Branches E. R. Kirk
Session, were handed in, and sustained.

There was reada letter from Rev. R. J.
Cameron, with reference to supplemnents.

Also, a letter from 1. T. Hislop, kindly
complying with the request of the Freshy-*
tery to act as local Treasurer for the Wid-
ows’ and Orphans’ Fund.

There was also tabled a Report of St.
Andrew’s congregation, New élnsgow, in
thie matter of union.
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Moved by the Rev. DMr. McRae,
seconded by Rev. Mr. McCnnn, and agreed
to, that each congregation be requested to
deliver a report of the decision come to by
its members, on the subject of union, at
the next meeting of Presbytery.

Resolved,—That the Presbytery record
their pleasure on seqing the Rev. Mr
Stewart, after some months illness, in re-
stored health among them, and the Rev.
Mr. McRae, after a few months absence,
safelv returned.

Misgionary appointinents given at last
meeting were rcported fulfilled, or about
to be fulfilled.

Rev. G. Coull reported that he gave ser-
vices at Vale Colliery as instracted, and
recommended, that owing to the proportion
of the people there belonging to the Church
of Scctland, the Presbytery endeavor to
give supplies at least twico every month;
whereupon the Presbytery agreed to instract
Messrs. Coull and Stewart to give, each,
a service there once a month for the cur-
rent quarter.

Anent the Widow and Orphans’ Scheme,
it was moved by Mr. McRae, secorded by
Mr. Herdman, and agreed, that a report be
requested from each congregation as to
what they have contributed, or are prepared
to give towards establishing a Widow and
Orphans’ Fund, and that the members of
this Court be enjoined to attend to this
matter in their several congregations before
tie next meeting of Presbytery.

On applieation by the Rev. James Mec-
Coll, the{Prosbytery agreed to meet at
Earltown " for Presbyterial visitation, on
Wednesday, 11th March, at 11 a. m., in
conscquence of the weather preventing the
meeting last vear. Rev. Mr. Fraser to
preach, and Rev. Mr. McCunn to address
the people on the Widow and Orphaus’
Scheme.

In the matter of the Lay Association, it
was moved by Rev. Mr. Fraser, scconded
by Mr. McCuny, and agreed to, that each
¢ongregation he cnjoined to make a collec-
tion for the Lay Association, and report at
next meeting.

The facts connected with the sudden and
melancholy death of the late Rev. Peter
Keay, of St. Andrew’s, New Brunswick,
which occurred since the last meeting of
Preshytery, were brought before the Court.
Several members referred in touching terms
to their high appreciation of Mr. Keay’s
character and worth, and to their very deep
sense of the loss suffered by our Church
through his sad decease. The strongest
syrmapathy was expressed on behalf of the
widow and orphans left by Mr. Keay.
Much sorrow was manifested on account of
the impoverished circumstances into which,
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by Mr Keay’s death, and the unfortunate
loss besides of the money he had invested,
they were plunged, and it was unanimously
resolved earnestly to request our several
congregations to make g collection ‘or con-
tributions for the benefit of the widow and
orphans.

Anent Mr. Docherty’s application to be
employed as Catechist in C. B., the Pres-
bytery agrce to appoint him as Gaelic
Catechist for a year, and allow him sixty
dollars per bhalf year, and that he be in-
structed to make colleetions to assist the
Presbytery in that payment, and also to
send to the Presbytery a report of his
labors.

The following missionary appoiutments
for the current quarter were then agreed to:
‘Wallace, 15th March, Mr. McCunn ; 12th
April, Mr. Sutherland ; 3rd May, Mr. Mc-
Cuann; 24th May, Mr. Sutherland.

Barney’s River, 15th March, Mr. Herd-
man; 12th April. Mr. Coull; 3rd May,
Mr. McRae; 24th May, Mr. McMillan,

Lochaber, 1st March, Mr. Brodie; 17th
May, Mr. Dunn,

The fact of the Rev. Mr. Herdman hav-
ing eompleted a quarter of a century in the
Preshytery of Pictou, was Lrought bdefore
the Court, and aluded to in suitable terms,
when the Rev. Mr. McCunn and the Clerk
wore instructed to prepare an appropriate
Minute to be submitted to the Presbytery.

Adjourned to meet in St. Andrew’s
Church, Pictou, on Wednesday, 27th May,
at 11 a. m. Closed with the benediction.

W. McM.
Clerk.

Presbytery of Restigouche,

The Restigouche Presbytery met, by ap-
pointment, in Dalhousie, on  Wednesday,
24th Dec., and was constituted. Sederunt :
Rev. W. Murray, Moderator; Revs. J.
Wells, J. Murray, and A. Laing and R.
Busteed, Elders.

The Minutes of previous meeting were
read and sustained.

The Rev. Mr. Wells applied for his usual
half-yearly Certificate to the Canada Tem-
poralities Fund. Granted.

The Clerk laid on the table the following
documents received from the Rev. P.
Galbraith,at present ofticiating in St. Luke’s
Church, Bathurst ¢

1. Letter from Scerctary Colonial Com-
mittee, appointing him as Missionary under
the care of the Corresponding Board of
Maritime Provinees, with special view to
Bathurst.

2. Extract License by the Presbytery of
St. Andrew’s, Scotiand.

8. Certificate of Ordination by Presby-
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tery of London, England, on 5th May,
I868—and of his having labored within
their bounds for five years therealter.

4. Certifieate from Convener Church ofl
Scotland Committec on Army and Navy
Chaplains.

5. Calltrom St. Luke’s Church,Bathurs{,
in favor of Mr. Galbraith. .

6. Mr. Galbraith’s letter of acceptance of
said call. -

Which papers being read, it was resolved
that the Presbytery meet in St. Luke’s
Chuarch, Bathurst, on Wednesday, 14th
January, 1874, at the hour of ten a. m,, for
the purpose of moderating in said call, and
of receiving objections to his settlement, if
such should be offered, If no such objec-
tions be made, or at once established, the
Presbytery shall, at the hour of eleven a. m.
of the same day, proceed to the admission
of the said Mr. Galbraith as Minister of
said Church; Mr. William Murray to
preach and preside. The Presbytery fur-
ther appoint Mr. Galbraith to preach in St.
Luke’s Church, Bathurst, on Sabbath, 4th
January, and make due and lawful intima-
tion of these their appointments and reso-
lutions to all concerned.

Adjourned to meet in Bathurst, on the
14th January, at 10 a. m.

Closed with the benediction.

Jaxes Morray, Prestytery Clerk.

The Restigouche Presbytery zuet, as ap-
pointed, in St. Luke’s Church, Bathurst,
on Wednesday, 14th January, and was con-
stituted. Sederunt: Rev. W. Murray, Mode-
rator, Rev. J. Murray, and R. Busteed,
Elder.

The Minutes ot previous meeting were
read and sustained.

The edict anent moderation of call and
induction of Mr. Galbraith was returned
duly served. The call was then produced,
signed by eighty-three individuals, and the
Moderator invited any who had not already
signed the call, to come forward and do so.
Thereafter Mr. Galbraith, in answer to
M;)demtor, renewed his acceptance of the
call.

JIntimation was then given that the Pres-
bytery were now met, and were ready to
hear any objections which might be made
to the life or doctrine of Mr. Galbraith, but
none having appeared, the Presbytery re-
solved to grocced to the induction, where-
upon the Moderator proceeded to the pul-
pit, and preached from Acts 20, 24. After
divine service, the Moderator represented
that a vacancy having occurred in this
church and congregation in conséquence of
the resignation of the Rev. F. Home, acall
in favor of Rev. Peter Galbraith to be min-
ister of this congregation had been laid be-
fore the Presbytery—which was duly mode-
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rated in—and no ohjections having been of-
fered, and Mr. Galbraith having declared
‘his willingness to accept of the call, the
‘Presbytery had appointed this day for his
inductdon, and would now proceed to admit
him to the pastoral charge of the congrega-
tion of St. Luke’s Chureh, Bathurst.

The Modorator then called Mr. Galbraith
and read to him the questions appointed by
Act of Assembly of Church of Scotland to
be put 1o suchas are admitted to the charge
of ¢ongregations, to which Mr. Galbraith
uave satisfying answers. The Moderator
did then, in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Great King and Ilead of the
Chureh, and by authority of the Presbytery,
solemnly admit Mr. Galbraith to be minis-
terof the congregation of St. Luke’s Church,
Bathurst, and he and the cougregation re-
ceived suitable addresses from Mr. Murray,
who presided. When the congregation was
dismissed, Mr. Galbraith signed the formula,
and his name was added to the roill.

The Clerk then laid before the Presby-
tery a Circular from the Synod Clerk anent
Union, when, after discussion, the Modera-
tor having left the chair, moyed the follow-
ing resolution, which was seconded by Mr.,
Busteed :—That, while convinced of the
desirability of Union, and while not wish-
ing to stay proceedings in the meantime,
the Presbytery are of opinion that means
should be taken to ascertain how the status
of existing ministers in regard to their con-
nection with the Church of Scotland would
be affected thereby, and reserve to them-
selves, in theevent of no such opinion being
obtained, or in the event of its being unfa-
vorable, the right to join or not join such
union :

And, in accordance” with the above reso-
lution, remit to ministers and Kirk Sessions
to bring the subject of Union hefore their
several congregations at as early a date as
possible.

Adjourned to meet in Dalhousie on the
10th June. *

Closed with the benediction. :

Janes Murray, Presbytery Clerk.

Presbytery of P. H. Island.

At St. James’ Church, Charlottetown,
January 28th, 1874.

The Presbytery being duly assembled and
constituted with prayer. Sederunt : Rev.
'T. Duncan, Moderator pro tem; Revs. P.
Melville and J. Moffatt, Ministers, with Dr.
Mackieson and Mr. Thompson, Elders.
Minutes of last meeting being read and
sustained, and no representation appearing
from Orwell, the Presbytery took up the

roject of the Widows’ and Orphans’
*and, Mr. Thompson, as a member of
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the Committee, reported that he has already
collected $35 at St. Peter’s Road, and hopes
soon to complete the allotted sum of $50.
The Clerk also stat:d that he expects to
raise the allotted sum of $100 in George-
town and its environs, although his parish-
ioners have been much engaged in repairing
and painting the Church at Georgetown,
and in preparations for buitding a Church
at Montague Bridge. It was then agreed
that the Hon. Col. Gray, as Convener of
the Pfesbytery’s Committee, shall be re-
quested to take the oversight of this import-
ant Fund.»

The Preshytery hear with sorrow of the
death of Rev. G. W. Stewart, for many
years a member of this court, but latterly
retired, owing to failing health. They ap-
point & Committee consisting of Rev. Mr.
Duncan and the Clerk to draw up a suit-
able winute to his memory.

On the question of Union among the
Presbyterian Churches of B. N. A., as re-
mitted by Synod, reports were received
from the congregations of Charlottetown,
Georgetown, Cardigan, and Montague,
showing that these congregations are unani-
mously in favour of said Union. The
Presbytery give glory 4o God for this aus-
picious unanimity, and fervently pray that
such g spirit may become universally pre-
valent.

The Rev. J. Moffat was appointed to
preach at DeSable on the 22nd February,
proximo. The Rev. P. Melville to preach
at Orwell, Lot €1, and Murray Harbour in
the month of March, as he may judge most
suitable.

After further deliberation on the present
aspect of the Education question, the sub-
Jject was deemed of such grave importance
as to demand a special meeting. The
Presbytery therefore adjourned to meet for
said purpose on the 25th Feb., proximo, or
at the call of the Moderator, and was closed
with prayer.

P. MeLviLLE, B. D., Clerk of Pby.

e =
@oramaties  FWanutes.

Meeting of the F. M. Board.

A meeting of the Foreign Mission Board
was held in St. Andrew’s Church, Pictou,
3rd Feb., to take into consideration the cir-
cumstances of the Rev. John Goodwill, at
which were present tho Revs, A. W. Herd-
man, R. McCunn, and W. McMillan.
The Rev. Mr. McCuan, who, in the absence
of the Convener, was called to the chair,
opened the mecting with prayer. The
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Rev. J. W. Fraser, Roger’s Hill, being pre-
sent, was invited to sit and, deliberate with
the Committee.

The Sceretary submitted aletter from the
Convener, which was accompunied by a
letter from the Rev. J. Goodwill, dated
* Tspiritu, Santo, 6th Aug., 1873;” and
also n letter addressed to himself (the Seere-
tary} dated “Sydney, 30th Sept., 1873.”

From Mr. Goodwill’s letters it would ap-
pear, that in addition to the dangers and
disadvantages almost inseparably connected
with a nelv, untried field in the TForgign
Mission, himself and family have been
made to pass through 2 fiery ordeal of do-
mestic affliction by which they were all
(especially Mrs. G.,) brought *nigh unto
death,” and in consequence of which they
found it necessary, for a time at least, to
give up their labours on Santo, and take
refuge in the more congenial climate of
Australia, with the view of recraiting their
impaired health, and awaiting advice from
the Committee. a

The Committee having heard the letters
read, Resolved, 1st, to record their deep
sympathy with Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill,
under their present painful and severe trials,
and express the hope, that under & merciful
‘Providence, their present temporary absence
from Santo may be blessed for their resto-
ration to health and vigour.

2ndly, That with reference to Santo, the
matter of their return to that island be left
to Mr. Goodwill, to be decided by the cir-
cumstances in which they may be placed,
on receiving tlie Committee’s instructions.

3rdly, That in the event of Mrs. Good-
will’s health not being sufficiently restored
to allow of, or justify their return to so un-
healthy a climate as that of Santo, the
Committee suggest, that with the concur-
rence of the Mission Synod, they be located
on the more salubrious Krromanga, or on
some other island where the climate will be
less trying than,on Santo ; and

4thly, That thjs Committee recommend,
thet if, in view of all circumstances, Mr.
Goodwill should wish, or feel obliged to re-
turn to his native land, no difticulty or ob-
stacle be placed in his way.

Agreed to instract the Seeretary to send
a copy each, o the Rev. John Goodwill,
and the Monthly Record.

Closed with prayer.

W. McMirrax, Sec'y.

fan= = )
In St. James’ Church, Charlottetown

there has been, and there is still going
on, a remarkable work of grace.
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Hews of the @huweey,

Nova Scotia.

Sanr Serixgs.—Some months ago
it was our pleasant duty to record that
the Salt Springs congregation added
eighty dollars to the annual stipend of
their pastor ; and now, lest some of our
readers should infer that such was done
with the view of exemption from gener-
ous acts in the future, we have much
pleasure in stating that, with their usnal
considerateness, a very goodly number
of the congregation turned out on Febu-
rary 9th, and, notwithstanding that the
roads were in very bad condition, they
suceeeded in placing o huge pile of five-
wood between the occupants of the
Manse and the “ tricks of Jack Frost.”
Mr. A. McKenzie, Cs son, kindly gave
the wood. We wish them all warmth,
comfort, peace and happiness around
their own firesides, and an undoubted
title to that inheritance wheve there is
¢ no sorrow in their song, and no winter
i 0 their year.”—Com.

Tae Rev. Doxatp McRAE of W.
& E. B, has returned from his visit to
the old country, after having passed a
few months pleasantly and profitably
among his friends.

Tne Rev. Taomas Tarvocw, for-
merly a minister within the bounds of
our Synoid, is at present on a visit to his
friendsin Halifax. e understand that
he is on his way to Ontario secking an
appointment. Wheve are our vacancies
and what are they doing? Give him.a
call, and see if we can’t have him again
amongst us.

Ox going into the vestry of St. Philip’s
Church a few Sundays ago, the Rev.
Charles Dann was agreeably surprised
to find awaiting him an elegant pulpit
robe and cassock. The articles were
presented on behalf of the congregation
by Messrs Duff and Fraser.

We understand that the congregation
2. \{

of St. Andrew’s, New Glasgow, has re-
solved upon the introduction of an organ
to assist in the service of praise. It is,
we believe, to be ready for use in the
course of the present year. The con-
gregation is said to be perfectly unani-
mous,
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New Brunswick.

St. Axprew's Citurcer, St. Joux,
N.B.—The annunal meeting of the Ladies’
Benevolent Society in connection with
St. Andrew’s Chureh,St. John, was held
in the School Room on the afterncon of
January 6th, 1874, The following re-
port was read by the Secretary :—

“The office-bearers of the St. Andrew’s
Church Ladies’ Benevolent Society sub-
mit the following brief statement of their
proceedings during the year 1873:—The
subseribers_to the funds of the Society
for the past year numbered sixty-one,
the total amount subseribed being
seventy-sever. dollars and forty cents;
the highest subseription was four dollars,
and the lowest one dollar. We received
from the Poor-Fund belonging to the
Chureh, at various times, the sum of
eight dollars, making a total amount of
money received during the year of
eighty-five dollars and forty cents. Bal-
ance on hand for’72 two dollarsand sev-
enteen cents.  The disbursements of 273
amounted to eighty-six dollars and fifty
cents ; balance on hand, one dollar seven
cents. The aid furnished was only to per-
sons in need belonging to the Church.
The amount paid to each person for the
year varied from six dollars to twenty
dollars.  Respeetfully submitted,

E. NisBeT, Secretary.

The following ladies were elected
office-bearers for the present year :—
Mrs. R. J. Cameron, President; Miss
Nisbet, Secretary ; Miss Krox, Trea-
surer; Miss Scanlen, Collector.

During the past year Rev. R. J.
Cameron disbursed among the poor of
the Church £206, which had been placed
at his disposal. The annual collection
made on the first Sabbath of the present
year for the same object amounted to
$215.

TnE Rev. Mr. Galbraith's settlement,
Bathurst, N. B., was a very harmonious
one, and he received a cordial welcome
from the congregation at the close of
the services.

SappaTH ScmooL FESTIVAL.— A
festival of the Sabbath School children
of St. James' Church, (Preshyterian),
Bathurst. took place on an evening lately.
A very pleasant and agreeable time was
passed.  The programme consisted of
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recitations, diidozmes and singing. There
were a1 Iresses by the Rev. Mr. Galbrai th
anlothers. The number in attendan ce
was_exceedingly large. The. children
are indabte:d tor thaiv entertainment to
the kind efforts of their pastor, the Rev.
Me. Galbraith, who is a very talented
preacher, and deservedly held m high
esteem by his congregation.

Prince Edward Island.

Merray [Iarsor Roap axp Ow-
wiLl Heap.—-This congregation,learn-
ing that the Rev. Mr. Goolwill could
return to Santo only by leaving his wite
in Australia, apd at the immiment i<k
of his own life, held a meeting on Jan.
12th, and unanimously resolved to write
to Mr. Goodwill and ask him to become
their pastor ; and also to open subscrip-
tion lists for stipend in the various
localities of the parish from Charlotte-
town to Murray IIarbor. The meeting
then adjourned to Feb. 2nd, when sub-
seription lists were presented to the
amount ot $751.50, with "positive assur-
ance that more would be in immediately.
They then resolved to send a deputation
to the P. E. Island Presbytery, soliciting
their assistance in the matter, and in-
stracted their Secretary to correspond
with Mr. Goodwill.  Who can help
sympathizing with this congregation,
when told that they have not heard the
sounid of a minister’s voice within the
walls of their Church since last August,
and that they yet keep up regularly
their prayer meetings twice every Lord’s
Day ?

Ontario and Quebec.

St. AxprEW’s Cnurc, Kingston,
has given a © unanimous call” to the
Rev. T. G. Smith, of Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin, formerly of Melbourne, Que-
bee. An -alumnus of Queen’s, we feel:
interested in his success, and hope soon
to sce him installed in the ¢ Collegiate
Church.” '

We regret to learn that the new St.
Andrew’s Church, Hamilton, has been
almost completely destroyed by fire—
the whole of the inside work and the root
willhive tobe replaced. Itisa poor con
solation inssuch a case to say that “it
wight have been worse,” and yet there
is a grain of comfort in it. Instances of
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this kird, which are of frequent occur-
rence, should induce all ™ trustees of
church property to have it fully covered
by insurance. The annual report of St.
Panl’s Church in the same city, is before
us in neat pamphlet form. ‘The mana-
gers’ report congratulates the congrega-
tion on the satisfactory state of its
finances. ¢« Mr. Smitl’s scitlement has,
by the blessing of God, proved abun-
dantly fruitful in good to the flock to
whom he has been called to minister.”
A weekly prayer meeting has been or-
ganized, and has been well attended.
The ladies have formed an association
for promoting works of usefulness.

S7. ANDREW’S, MONTREAL.— We
clip the following from the Presbyterian :
‘Total income for 1873.......,.,...811088 22

Of which from pew rents ....... 5542 09
Ordmary collections...... ceeeaee. 2082 52
Speciai collections for Schemes.... 1491 00
Paid Stipend to minister...... vee. 4000 Q0
Paid to Schemes..,........... ... 1491 00
Organist, $700; Choir $504.37..,.. 1204 87
SeXtON.uveiivnn « terennnsiienn. 500 00
Interest on debt.....vocveeneen.. 600 0O

Two things we note.

(a) With such a large sum for masic,
there should be more for the Schemes.

(b) The Minister hasnot as good a
salary as the Organist. If the latter
works one day a week and gets $700,
the former, working seven days a week,
ought to get exactly $4900.00,if he is as
valuable a labourer for the good of the
souls of the congregation. ’

KinesToN.—St. Andrew’s congrega-
tion gave a unanimous ¢all to the Rev.
My. Smith, but the congregation of Fond
du Lac know that they have a good
minister and refuse to let him go. The
Presbytery of Winnibago, moved thereto
by the pathetic appeals of said congre-
gation, agreed to “reconsider” the mat-
ter, and, after a day’s sederunt, reversed
their former decision to release Mr.
Smith, consoling the Kingstonians mean-
while with a high eulogium of their co-
Presbyter’s character, influence and
usefulness.  All this notwithstanding,
we are not without hope that the con-
gregation may yet succeed in obtaining
the man of their ¢hoice.

AX interesting and elaborate Report
has just been placed before us from the
congregation of St. Andrew's, Stratford,
Ontario, at present under the ministry
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of the Rev, W. T. Wilkins, formerly of
St. Paul's, Truro. We heartily con-
gratulate our ol friend on the marked
sueceess, judging from the present Report,
which must have attended his shortmin-
istry of a fuw months.

The history of the charge is given in
the title page of the Report, which we
reproduce. The following have heen
the ministers of St. Andrew’s Church
since its organization :

The Rev. Daniel Allan was ordained
to the office of the Holy Ministry, and
inducted minister of Stratford and
Woodstock, November 21st, 1838. He
seceded in 1844. He is now minister of
the Canada Presbyterian Church, in
North Easthope.

The Rev. QVilliam Bell, A. M., was
inducted to the charge of Stratford and
North Easthope, A. D. 1848. In 1837,
the charge was divided, and he remained
minister of North Easthope, in which
charge he labored taithfully until his
death, December 17th, 1873.

The Rev. William Miller was induct-
ed minister of St. Andrew’s Church,
December 9th, 1857. He demitted the
charge, and his demission was accepted
by the Presbytery of London, January
22nd, 1862. While acting as a Mission-
ary in the bounds of the Presbytery of
Perth, he died, in May, 1873.

The Rev. James George, D. D., for-
merly Viee-Principal and Lecturer on
Systematic Theology in Queen’s College,
Kingston, and afterwards Professor of
Moral Philosophy in that Institution, was
inducted to the charge of St. Andrew’s
Church, February 17th, 1863. Afteran
earnest and successful Ministry, he de-
parted this life, deeply regretted, August
26th, 1870.

The Rev. William T. Wilkins, A. M,,
formerly minister of Traro, Nova Scotia,
was inducted to the charge of St. An-
drew’s, Stratford, April 10th, 1873.

The machinery of the Church appears
to be in a flourishing condition—in fact,
complete. The Constitution and Bye-
laws are, no doubt, such as meet the re-
quirements of the cungregation fo the
satisfaction of all concerned. But let us
see what the congregation is doing. The
Report says:

The Lord’s Supper was adwministered
in St. Andrew’s Church, on Sabbath,
July 6th, for the first time in three years.
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On that occasion seventy-eight, pre-
viously communicants in this congrega-
tion, partook of the sacred elements.
Seventeen presented certificates of dimis-
sion from other congregations, and were
weleomed to the Lord'stable. Ten were
admitted for the first time.

During the year the Sacrament of
Baptism was administered to thirty-
seven.

The contributions for the year to the
Schemes of the Church are as follows :
To the Sustentation Fund........... 875 00

¢ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. 45 00

“  Trench Mission... « .. 18 50

‘¢ Bursary Scheme... e 20 00

‘%  Manitoba Mission.....coo .. 24 08
For the year......... ....5182 50
BuedCo

MISSIONAE(&Y REPORT.

Cruise to Labrador and Newfound-
land,

( Concluded. )

‘We neared Newfoundland on Fripay
evening 6th September, in a gale, which
promoted the virtue of early going to
bed. Wakening early next morning I
was amused by a conversation going on
in the saloon between two persons who
had been more or less drunk almost all
the voyage, but whom the emetic ten-
dencies of the last night had probably
sobered, and who were now moralising
on the evils of intemperance in a strain
bighly correct and edifying, even if
comical as proceeding from them. We
were now on the North-east coast of
Newfoundland. The attention is attrac-
ted by Grot Island. (or Grey Island, as
it was pronounced) ; the Horse Islands;
Cape St. John, with sharp pyramidical
rocks, one ot which,standing shightly out
from the Cape, is called Mother Burke,
from the resemblance it bears from some
points of view to an old woman; and
Gull Island, on which the ¢ Queen ” was
wrecked on 12th December, 1867, on
Ler way to Tiit Cove, when fifteen, in-
cluding a doctor, reached the Island, and
fhere confined by drift ice, though with-
in a short distance of the mainland,
starved to death, after killing and eating
one of their number, chosen by lot.
Rounding Cape St. John we entered
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Bay of Notre Dame, and about four
o’clock in the afternoon arrived at

TILT COVE,

where the “ Walrus” was to end her
voyage, connecting with the “ Leopard,”
which would go on to St. John’s, while
she would return to Labrador. Aswe
approached we skirted high cliffs, vich
in indications of copper. Suddeniy we
turned into a small cove; on each side,
a high wall of almost perpendicular
rock ; in front an opening in the wall, a
few buildings, and a high substantial
wharf, such as is used for shipping miner-
als; what is beyond, as yet invisible.
Yet this cannot be all, for at Tilt Cove
‘is the important copper and nickel mine
owned by Smith McKay, Esq., (a Pictou
man), and Hon. C. F. Bennet. Nojas
we wallk inwards, after passing several
stores, &c., we come in sight of a fairy
scene ; a lovely oval little basin,bordered
by a ribbon of sward, which is studded
with pretty cottages, white, clean and
regular, varied by the superior houses ot
the heads of the establishment, the doc-
tor, &e., and all cosily enclosed by high,
almost perpendicular walls of rock, whose
images are affectionately treasured and
axhibited in the mirror bosom of the lake
they protect. Part of the way up one
of the most accessible sides is a neat
Gothic Church, which had shortly be-
fore my visit been * consecrated,” and
in which it was arranged that I should
preach in the forenoon of the morrow.
What! a Presbyterian prcach in a
Church consecrated by an Episcopalian
Bishop! Yes, such a novelty was to be my
lot. The explanation is that the Church
was built by Messrs. McKay & Bennet,
Jjointly, and that the former, while hav-
ing no objection to its being “ consecra-
ted,” insisted that the ministers of his
own Church should have an equal right
to its use, when they should be in the
place. Thiswas finally consented to by
the Bishop, who consecrated it on that
understanding.

Mr. McKay and Mr. Matheson were
absent, but the hospitalities of the estab-
lishment were extended to me by Mr.
Gill, the manager, as soon as he learned
that T was on board. 1was first intro-
duced to the garden, whose flowers and
fruits had the additional interest that
they grew on imported soil, brought
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here as hallast. Besides other guests,
the Rev. Mr, Smith, of * Exploits,” and
prospectively of the Cove, was there, to
marry Mr. Bishop, so thers were three
of'us tosupply this one place on Sabbath.
Unwilling that this should be so, and
other places neglected, I proposed going
to Nipper’s (the Newfoundland word
for Mosquitoes) Ilarbor, in the ¥ Leo-
pard,” which was to go there and return,
and asked to be called when she
should arrive. We arvanged, however,
that should she not come till Sabbath
forenoon, I was to oceupy the Church
then, so that I could go on, in the after-
noonyto the other place. I also promised
the Wesleyans to preach for them in
the afternoon, at an hour which would
not interfere with the other serviee, pro-
vided they gave up their own forenoon
meeting, and the steamer did not come.

After tea, Messrs.” Sinith, Bishop,
Crowdy and I were condueted through
part of the mines. Fancy us, in miners’
garb, each carrying a candle held in the
hand, or, by means of the roll of clay
around it, stuck to his hat. Up and
down, through rock-arched paseages we
explored the riches of this seemingly
almost ineahaustible treasure, now try-
ing our hands with a * pick,” or select-
ing a specimen, or again rubbing the
soft. soap-stone iu which the nickel is
found, histening the while to the clear
anid courteots explanations of Mr. May-
nard, ‘

On SamBaTH morning, (7th), I
wakened to find that the * Leopard ”
had passed about five o'clock, and as I
had not been called, my remaining in
Tilt Cove was fixed without my choice.
T wasglad of it, for I had felt very doubt-
ful, under the arguments of one who
urged me to remain, if I should not be
more useful therethan by going on; and
having asked for guidance, it had come
without room fov question. Rev. Mr.
Meek, of Fogo, (son of my valued old
friend, the late Rev. My. Meek of Svd-
ney, whose earnest, evangelical dis-
courses many in Cape Breton will re-
wmember) had come in the steamer,and so
three Episcopalian.ministers were in my
forenoen congregation. My rale had all
along been to use whatever bymn book
was most known by the people T was
among ; and in this case, as most were
Episcopalians, I used their hymn book.
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At three o’clock T preached in the School
House for the Wesleyans, closing in
time to go with as many as would, to
the Episcopualisn,service at four, which
was conducted by Messes. Smith and
Meck. Had the wind been favorable 1
had thoughts of going to Nipper's Har-
bor by boat, but as it was not, I pro-
mised another service at seven, which
was held in the School House, though it
was much too small, there being no
means of lighting the Church. The
Bishops, and consequently most of tie
clergy of the Church of England in New-
foundland, are sadly exclusive, and
therefore such a brotherly spirit as was
manifested among us that day, both in
private and publie, they intimating and
attending wmy services, (at least those in
the Church,) and I theirs, was not only
good in itself, but ealeulated to do good,
and to encourage the hope of better
days.

fé. Sabbath School is eonducted in the
morning by Dr. Alexander, and others,
but T was not aware of it till it was over.

On Moxpay, the “Teopard * re-
turned while the marriage ceremony
was being conclulded, and we quickly
parted from our friends. In parting,
several—residents and others—warmly
thanked me, and assured me that my
words to them would not be forgotten,
so that good seems to have been done.
In the forenoon the subject was the
delighttnl one of God beseeching sinnerd
to be reconciled to Him; in the evening,
Christ lifted ap like the brazen serpent,
that whesoever believeth on Him shou{
not perish, bat have eternal life.

It had been my plan to leave the
steamer at one of the ncarest calling
places arntd visit the fishing villages along
the coast, making my way as best T could
to St. John's. Bat i1t now appeared that
such would, at this season, be not only a
work of great difficnlty. and considerable
risk of being too late for my home en-
gagement, but ot comparatively little
benefit, as so many of the people were
away in Labrador. It therefore seemed
that I could do Newfoumdland a more

ermanent good by going direct to St.
golm’s and employing all my time in
seeuring the permanent establishment
in the Province, of the admirable systemn
of colportage of the British American
Book and Tract Society, (which wasone
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great object IThad in view,) using the
opportunitics afforded by the steamer's
calling at the various little towns, to
awaken interest in the Society. To-
wards evening we entered the magni-
ficent Bay of BExploits, the scenery of
which is beautiful, and. into which falls
the River of Exploits, after having
traversed mostly the breadth of the Is-
land. Here the boat did not wait a haif
hour, as the postmaster led us to expeet,
and the result was that a number of
passengers, including two clergymen, &
member of the Honse of Assembly, &e.,
&c., had to get “ a boat of their own,”
and follow after. It was plain that at
this rate, little could be done at each
place, beyond leaving Reports, &e., with
some person who would bring them to
the notice of others. We reached
" Twillingate about ten o'clock. It seems
a thriving place, has about 2000 inhabi-
tants, and apparently fine Churches.
A new bridge is being built over the
narrow channel which divides it into
two parts. Iogo is a bare and rocky
place with a dangerous entrance, yet it
i of some importance. The coast be-
twe.n this and Green Pond is rendeved
dangerous by numerous islands, rocks,
&c.  Green Pond has large English and
Wesleyan Churches, good looking houses
and a lighthouse en” an island off the
harbor. King's Cove is mostly inhabited
by Romanists ; we passed it, as well as
Catalina, at night, and thussaw only dim
outlines of the land.

WEDNESDAY morning brought us to
Trinity, & beautiful piace of about
2000 inhabitants, at the northern en-
trance to Trinity Bay, now familiar with
the * Great Eastern,” and on whose
opposite side is Heart’s Content, where
the Atlantic Cable whispers its secrets
to the Western world. At Bay de
Verdes, a carriage from Harbor Grace
awaited Mr. Stewart, who, on our leav-
ing Tilt Cove, finding that all the state-
roows had been taken, insisted on giving
me his, though happily it was rendere
unnecessary to take advantage of such
kindness, by passengers leaving at Fx-
ploits.  "The people of Bay de Verdes,I
was told, are Roman and English Catho-
lics, the difference in the two Priests
being not very marked. And so, with
the last of my tracts distributed to boys
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on board, who came for a further supply
after they had read what they first re-
ceived, nnd promised to distribute them
to others, comes the lase of the voyage.
About five o'elock we reached

St. Jonux's.

Space will permit but a summary of
the occupations of the next three weeks ;
busy and interesting to me, but not of
so general interest as the work in Labra-
dor. Old friends among whom I had
labored for & short tine, three years ago,
were to be visited ; fruits of my labor were
to be conversed with, and cheering it
was to find that while some, indeed, kad
gone more or less backwards, most were
bolding fast 5 and the establishment of
the Book and Tract Society’s work was
to bestriven for. I preached four times
in the Kirk, once in the other I’resbyker—
ian Churceh, once in the Congregational
Church, once for the Wesleyans, at their
week-night service; and conducted or
took part in various meetings. My
valued friend, Hall, ot the Congrega-
tional Church, was temporarily absent,
but in Mr. Quinn, who ocenpied his
place, I found a true man. At their
children®s meeting, in which 1 was for-
merly much interested, and which has
been blessed to do good, 1 heard what
certainly startled me—two little girls
praying in a public meeting, at which
grown people were present. One. of
the prayers was very beautiful, but 1
fear the effeets on their sporitual life.
Yet much good has been accomplished
in this meeting, and little children,
brought through its instrumentality, in
part at least, to love the Saviour, have
for years been sweetly walking in His
ways. 'Fhe establishment of the Book
and Tract Society’s work proved much
more difficalt than I expeeted. Variouas
cruses operated against it, from a spirit
of narrow exclusiveness and jealousy on
the part of some, to exhaustion from
burdens already undertaken, and too
heavy for their strength, on the part of
others; but at last an influential com-
mittee was appointed, and the work of
collecting begun with hopeful suceess.
In addition to their subecriptions, the
proprietors of the mail steamers granted
to the colporteurs both the privilege now
enjoyed by clergymen of travelling on
the steamers fiee, and also that o% re-
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ceiving their books free of freight. One
vears colportage at least is secured, and
it will be strange indeed if it s*ops then.

During this time, a visit was paid to
Harbor Grace, with the ame object. 1
arranged to go on a Monday, address a
public meeting that evening, and return
in time for another mevung which I had
undertaken for Thursday. A pleasant
drive on an excellent road (whose excel-
lence is almost a matter ot course, from
the character of the ground over which
it passed) brought me to Portugal Cove,

where the stcamer for Harbor Grace is”

taken. The scenery is wild and charm-
ing, the village a picture of decay.

While waiting for the steamer there was
time to walk round and see a little Wes-
leyan Church, which was being built,
largely by money from St. John’s; and to
distribute tracts to the children and older
people who eagerly flocked together for
them as soon as I began to give them.
There was time also for dinner, which
was much butter than the appearance of
the house led me to expect. On board
the “Lizzie,” as usual I got into conver-
sations, some of them interesting. One
man, in a quarrel with another, was
awfully profane. I left the tract, « The
Swearer’s Confession of Faith,” where
he would be sure to see it, and before
long he came aft, apologising for his
profanity, and expressing his sorrow for
it, and his thankfulness for my leaving
the tract. Some of the persons belong-
ing to the boat were particularly respect-
ful and obliging, and one put himself
to considerable trouble to help me on
my way. For Lfound after my arrange-
ments were completed and the meeting
announced, that the steamer @id not run
to Harbor Grace on that day, but only
to Brigus, from which it would be
necessary to go by land. This little
mistake,whether mine or my informant’s,
put me to the expense of $4.00 for a
conveyance, the fatigue of a drive over
some sixteen rough miles, varied by
walking up many of the long hills, and
the unpleasantness of arriving late, and
having to drive off to the Church hun-
gry, (and seven hours of sailing, driving
and walking, in fresh sharp air, will

ive one an appetite), speak at some
ength, and wait till the close of a long
meeting before getting anything to eat.
Nothing serious, of course, yet it illus-
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trates the important truth that the mag«
nitade of a mistake does not measure
its consequences—a truth abundantly
proved by the experience of life, but
often forgotten in reasoning regardin
eternity. The meeting was large, an
after the Rev. Messrs. Ross and Ladner;
of the Presbyterian and Wesleyan

hurches) had advoeated the support of
the Society, and had advised as to the
best course to pursue, it was agreed that
no general action be taken till the re-
turn of the fishermen, when a house-tos
house collection should be made. By
invitation of Mr. Ladner I visited the
Wesleyan District meeting next day,
and laid before the brethven composing
it, the claims of the Society, suggesting
to them, also, a plan for meeting, to some
extent, the spiritual destitution of the
Labrador fishermen, mauy of them be-
longing to their own congregations, viz.,
for some of their younger ministers to
take an evangelistic tour for a few
weeks each, during the suminer, their
pulpits being partially supplied by the
others during their absence. This plan
is the more workable there, because no
fares are charged on the steamers to
clergymen, except a moderate one for
board-~a kindness which, on my own
account, I wish thankfully to acknow-
ledge. In the company of Mr. Ross,
whose guest I was, the rest of the day
passed too quickly. In the evening we
heard asermon in the Wesleyan Church,
characterised by a soundness of doctrine
which many Presbyterians would hardly:
credit to our Wesleyan brethren.  Hars
bor Grace is a clean, pleasant little
town, containing some large and wealthy
business establishment, but at present
dull through the failure of one or two
principal houses,

On the 1st October I left St. John’s
in th2 8. S. « Hibernian,” and, after a
delightful passage, reached Ilalifax on
the 3rd, so well pleased with my trip
that I heartily recommend those who
can to take a similar one next summer.
Christian men, in business or professions,
who fecl the nced of a few weeks rest
from the strain on their minds, which
would otherwise soon destroy them, can
hardly do better. 'The change is com-

lete ; fishing and shooting are to be
had by those who like them; the novelty,
the healthful excitement, the bracing airy
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the sea-voyage, the  roughing it,” all
combine to straighten out the bow, and
allow it to regain its elasticity ; and at
the same time, without interfering with
this, they can do much for their Lord's
honor, and the salvation of precious souls,
by holding wmeetings, distributing good
books, papers and tracts, and speaking a
word whenever opportunity may offer,
das. Fraser CAMPBELL.

Che Sabbatly School,

LESSONS FOR APRIL.
&

FIRST SABBATH.

SuBJrcri— The Ten Commandments.
xx. 1-17.

This chapter contains the Ten Command-
ments as given from Mount Sinai,—called in
Deut iv., “‘the ten words," (original), and His
covenant, and more conmonly known as the
morad law, because it lays down rules for the
regulation of men's morals for all time. The
ceremonial law consisted of ordinances typical
in their nature, an¢ temporary in their direc-
tion, and was abrogated by the coming of
Cnrist (Heb. ix. 10); but the moral, being
founded in the relation subsisting between
God and His creatures, 1s lasting.  The latter
isboth a transcript of the Divine character,and
an exposition of man’s dutv and is deserving
of the utmost attention on our part. This
law has never yvet been abrogated. Sooner
shall heaven and earth pass away than one
tittle of the commandments cease.  When we
read them or hear them read, we should pray,
‘* Lord incline my heart to keep this law.”

V. 2 contains the preface whose object is to
recall the deliverance from Egyptian bondage,
and therefore the obligation to keep his com-
mandments. Lest any should think that this
is peculiar to the Hebrews, we are taught that
this preface has a voice to us, that because
God is the Lori and our God and Redeemer,
therefore we are bound to keep His command-
ments. In other words, because we have
been delivered from a worse bondage, and
are under the rule and authority of (zod
equally with Israel, therefore we are under as
strong obligation to hearken to and keep God's
cemmandments.

The first commandment is found in verse
3rd, which sets forth the truc object of wor-
ship and forbids idolatry. Where & duty is
commanded, the contrary sin is forbidden,
aud where a sin is forbidden, the contrary
duty is commanded.

V.4. There is a clear distinction between
the first and second commandments. ‘The first
tells you whom alone you are to worship; the
second Ao he is to be worshipped, viz., nei-

Exe
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ther by carnal imagination nor carved images,
but as He has appointed in ifis word. The
Roman Catholic Church has left the whole
second conunandment out of the Decalogue,
because it so pointedly condemns image wor«
ship, but this is ‘‘taking away trom this
Book,™ which is condemned in Rev. xxii. 193
and the addition of & second comumand against
idolatry shows God's jealousy for His worship,
and men’s need of being cautioned against
xdle:lxt;‘y, both civil and spiritual. (1 John
v. 2L

V. 5. Jealous, i. e., allowing no rival.
Pisiting upon the chaldren has b:en objected.
to, but by reference to KEzek. xxiii. you find
that it is only when the children walk in the
steps of their fathers, aud that the panishment
is contined to temporal judgments. !

V.6. Vast is the disproportion between

the works of justice and mercy! Justice is
to the third and fourth generation; mercy to
thousands of generations.

V.7. In vain, 7. e.,, unnecessarily. Pro-
fanity is useless, false oaths are here forbid-
den, and a3 reverence lies at the root of religi-
ousness, most necessary itis that this com
mand should be inculcated. How many in-
stances on record of the swearer being punish-
ed in this lfe. The blasphemer of old was
sentenced. Lev. xxiv. 16. If vilifying the
Queen is punishable. and defaming 2 Man's
character actionable, how much more heinous
aud to be one day punished will be the profa-
nation of God's name, titles, attributes, ordi-
nances, word and works Let the young
pause before mentioning in common conversa-
tion the dreadful Name of God, and let them
join against profanity equally with intei
perauce.

V. 8. The fourth commandment 13 equally
binding with the others. It was written on
the tables of stone and preserved in the ark,
and is therefore of the same authority and
perpetuity with the other nine. Remember
calls attention to the institution in Gen. ii,
before the fall, so that the Subbath was made
for man and not for the Israclites, and is
therefore binding upon all men at all times.
‘The word Sabbath significs rest. As to the
keeping of the day see Shorter Catechism,
Q. 69.

V. 10. Observe it is the seventh portion of
our time He demands. no matter whether it
be reckoned on the first day of the week or
on the seventh, whether in Australia, where
the Sabbath is necessarily on & dificrent day
trom ours here,or in Nova Scotia; still itisjust
the seventh portion of time demanded. The
day way therefore be ¢hanged; and we can
allege gocd reason in favour of the change of
the day, (Q. 59 Sh. Cat.) and vet the sanctifi-
«ation of the entire Sabbath under the name
of the Lord's day (Rev. i. 10) holds. We
may consider the Sabbath as a type. All
tvpes are of full force till the thing signified
by them takes place; but the thing signified
by the Sabbath 13 that rest in glory whica re-
mas for the people of God.

N. E.-Those countries and people that
have observed the Sabbath have prospered;
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such as do their own pleasure and drive their
bargains on that day have not,and by the way
this’ pearl of days is kept may you judyge
whether the rest of the week shall be blessed
to you or not, therefore remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy.

V.12, Here begins the second table of the
law, gur duty to men, and first to our parents.
‘They, bemg in place of God to us, demand
our respeet and obedience.  There is added 2
promuse of long life to all who keep this com-
mand. By Paul’s quouting this 1 Ephes. vi.
2, we learn that the prowmise still holds good.
Yor instances of the fulfilment ot the promise,
as well as of punishment of neglecters, see
Whitcruss's Anzedotes.

V.13. Not only murder, but whatsocver
tends thereunto is forbidden and therefore in~
temperance, violence, indolence, and whatzo-
«ver harms ourselves or others.

V. 14. In like manner, all unchaste
thoughts, words, and actions are by this com-
mand forbidden. See our Lord's interpreta-
tion of this and the preceding command in
Matt. v. 21, &, 27, &, and learn that the
iniquities of' the heart must be cleansed if the
deeds are to ba pure, therefore let us present
the prayer, Ps. h. 10.

V.15. The Sth comman-lment forbids all
injury of auother’s property, and requires in-
dustry and diligence in our worldly callings.

V.16. Truth is the essence of the ninth
Commandment. Its love ought to be in our
hearts and its languagze How from our fips.
Wherever it reigus the command will not be
violated eitherin courts of jusiice, to which
there is special reterence here, or in common
couversation.

V.17. To covet is to unlawfully desire
what is forbidden, and is a sin of the heart
which unchecked leads to a breach of the 8th
sommandment, 23 we may seein Achan’s cov
ctousnéss. (God ranks this <in as idolatry be-
cause it is the heart's preference of the creature
to flimself. Few of even the mo-t moral and
religious but must allow their guilt in_this
respeet.  Paul himself allows (Rom. vii. 7)
and by the conviction of the law, he was led
to Christ—lience we may observe two things,
in reference to the law of God. 1st, thatit
reaches to the heart and sirikes at sin_ there”
Thus is it spiritual in its very nature. When-
ever Saciety is content with external moraliiy,
the law of Goid brands an impure desire of the
nature of uucleanness, and desire for revenge
as murder. 2nd, this law is a schoolmaster
to lead sinners to Chrint, and this it does by dis-
covering our =hortcomings and transgressions
and the impossibility of our earning life by
our obedience to the law, and thus are we ob-
liged to repair to Christ, who is the end of the
law, for righteousnese, to him that believeth.
Still the law is not discarded under the Gospel
but remkins a rule of life and an exponent of
duty, and .being moral in its nature and in-
tended for the whole human family, is ever
binding upon all. men. The sum of these
ten commandments is love (0 God and to our
neighbour.

TRE MONTILY RECORD OF

SECQND SABBATH.

Sunsecr:—The Gullen Calf. Bx. xxxiis
1-4, 19-29.

V.1. ‘This must have taken place within
forty days from the last transaction (see Ch.
xxiv. 18), and shows how trausient oftimes
are the holiest impressivns.  That the people
were matinous on this occasion and very 1g-
norant we may well believe, but nething can
excuse their wickedness. It was ingratitude
to Moses and idulatry against Gud. ¢ Make
us Gods,” propetly a God (pl. for sing.) hie
to the Iuyptian idut they had seen carried
before the standard in Egypt, or, assome
think, a representation of that pillar of cloud
that had hitherto guided them.

V.2 Nor can any excuse be alleged for
Aaron, who seems at once to have yicelded to
their desire.  * Kar-rings were worn by both
sexes, and probably werg part of the spoil
brought from Eeypt (Ex 7ii. 22)

V.3. The Egyptian rings as seen in the
momuments ar: round massy plates of metal.
Let their readiness to part with their rings for
idolairy, shame us out of our niggardliness to
su%porl the ordinances of true reiigion.

.4 Probably a wooden framne covered
with plates of gold.  Calf, in imitation of the
Exyptian Apis. whose figure is still to be seen
on all their monuments. Thy gods, again
the plural form ot the naume of Gud. implying
that they regarded this imagg: as the symbol
of the Lord God who had brought them out of
Egypt. Not falsz gods were worshipped, but
a graven image of the true God which he had
expressly forbidden. All expertence proves
that a people so lately in slavery and in ignor-
auce will, ifleft to themsclves, quickly return
to their old practices.

V. 6. Itappears from 1 Cor. x 7, 8,9, that
they acted abuminably, just as the heathen
were accustomed to do at their idolatrous
feasts.

V. 19, 20 How differantly acted righteous
Moses from pusillanimous Aaron.  Ata glance
he saw their idolatry, and, meckest of men
though he was, his ind.gnation at the sight
was 5o geeat that he case duwn the tables and
broke them.  [tis lawul to be angry if we
sinnot.  Might nod that breaking signify
that the law is a brokea covenaniani can
give life to none?

ToIRD SADBATIH.

SusLecr:—The people forgiven.
Xxxiii. 12-20.

At the beginning of this chapter the Lord
refused to g0 with [Iis people on account of
ther heinous sm. At most he would send an
angel to lead them, bLut at Moses® intercession
He relented, and pronused His presence and
conduct as heretotvre.  In this we may view
Moses as the type of Jesus Christ, our Advo-
cate with the bather  As Moses reconciled
God to the Children of Israel. so has.Christ
Jesus-reconciled Him to this sinful world.

V.12, “Thou hast saud, bring the people
into the promised land.; Now thou knowest
I cantot do it alone, and yet by wbom they

Exodus
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Are to be brought thou has not shown me, al-
though thou manirestest to me favour and
speakest familiarly.” This calling one by
name was a mark of favour bestowed by
eastern monarchs.

V. 14. Conveys the assurance wished for
in verse 13. The Sheckineh, or visible doud
of my presence that guided herctofore will
continue to direct until you have entered the
rest of Canaan. Moses 1s content.  Still does
the same God promise His gracious presence
in ordinances, his providential in journies,
Ius comtortable in sickness, and his beati
fic in glory, and still does tlte believer respoud,
inv. 15. “See in Psalm Ixii. 9, where by the
Aungel of His presence the Messiah must be
meant as the Jewish rabbis themselves inter-

oret.
! V. 16. Moses will be satisfied with nothing
fess than the visible symbol as heretofore, but
this granted, he and his people will be distin-
gerished from all other people. Separated,
1. ¢. severed from their connexion and saved
trom their idolatry. If Moses thus pled, so
should ministers and teachers, that God
would undertake to guide them for otherwise
bow can they lead their people and pupils to
that rest of whick Canaan was the type?

17. Both things have Deen fullilied. The
pillar went before, and the people were kept
apart from other nations, as they are indeed
ta this dav. retaining their own customs and
p rculdiarities though living among the Gentiles,
line as drops of oil in an occan of water.

V.18. This request refers to some efful-
genee of Deity, not hidden, as in the cloud,
but radiant, whereby lis servant would be
still more assured. And the reply in verse 19
shows that it is in His moral attributes the
alory of Gud cousists. not in His omnipotence
or majesty, but in Ilis goodness, mercy and
truth.. We know from John i. 14, that in
Christ these attributes have received their pe-
cuhar tuifilment.  On the mount of transtig-
uration, Deity was seen. and in forgiving the
p-nitent, merey was displayed, and’it is only
m Christ that we can see the glory of God’s
goodness and truth. John i.1. \Whosoever
therefore have seen Him have seen the Father.

FOURTII SABBATH.

Suarecr: —The Tabernacle seb up.
xL 17-30.

The tabernacle of the congregation was
the Church in the ‘wilderness. It appears
from Ch. xxxii. 7, that previously Moses
had pitched = taberpacle, a tent outside the
camp, and called it the tabernacle of the
congregation ; on it the cloud rested and it
answercd until the present, by the direction
of God, was erected, whose position was in
the centre of the camp, and which stood
until the temple by Solomon was build.

V. 17. Itis generally supposed that the
Israglites began the work of the tabernacle
about the sixth month after they had left
Egypt, and as the work was finished about
the end of the first year of the Exodus, that
therefore they had spent about six months

Bx.
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in making it, so that the tabernacle was
erected one year all but fiftcen days after
they had left gypt. But why, we may
ask, was it set up on the first day of the
first month? Because it would render it
more memorable and impressive to begin
the new year with so good 2 work. And
have we no tabernacle to set up on the first
day of the new year?

V. 18, In the minutest particular Moses
followed the dirction of the Almighty, “for
see (says He) that thou do all things accord-
ing to the pattern I Lave shown thiee on the
mount.”

V. 19. The tent over the tabernacle musi
mean the covering of goat skins, for it had
no other roof,

V. 20. The ark was a little chest open
at the top, in which were deposited the ten
commandinents engraven on two tables of
stone, and to be kept us a testimony or wit-
ness of God to.His people. The mercy seab
is the Throne of Grace, the ark is the sacred
Seriptures, in which is the law of God as a
perpetual testimony of His will.

V. 21. Thesc articles mentioned were
brought within the tabernacle and hidden
by the veil, a covering that screened the
holy from the most holy place.

Vv. 22, 23. This is the table of shew-
bread, consisting of twelveloaves, represent-
ing the twelve tribes. Did not this prefigure
the Bread of Life presented in the Gospel,
or, it may be, the Lord’s Supper, where the
bread representing His broken body is set
apart (though not changed) for the nourish-
ment of the communicants?

Vv. 24, 25. The golden candlestick was
also in the outer sanctuary, or without the
veil, and the lamps were kept burning, to
show the officinting priest where to find the
bread, and so it is only the light of divine
revelation which discovers Christ, the heav-
ealy bread to hungry svuls. Thislight must
constantly be used.

Vv. 26, 27. This azain is the altar of in-
cense within the ved, c¢oncerning which
particadar instruction was given in Ch. xxx.
Did no% this d2nobz the intercession of our
Gr%ab Higa Priest within the heavens for
us ? .

V. 28. This belongs to the outer court.

V. 29. This now is the brazen altar or
altar of burnt offering, at which slain ani-
mals were presented in sacrifice. It stood
at the very enfrance to signify no admission
to holy things but by the shedding of blood
:md1 the offering of Christ’s sacrifice for our
guilt. -
®¥.30. The laver stood between the bra-
zen altar and the tabernacle, properly so
called, that the priest after offering sacrifice
might wash himself before engaging in holy
duty, a lively symbol of what the soul re-
quires before it can engage aright in holy
exercises.  (Heb. x. 22, and Ps. xxvi. 6.)

N. B.~—It is to be regretted that in these
brief notes, no better description of the
tabernacle can be given which in itself and
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in its furniture was an emblem of spiritual
things, partly under the Gos};fl and partly
in Heaven; but let the teacher consult a
good Bible dictionary, or Manners and Cus-
toms of the Joews, by Religious Tract So-
ciety.

meipe YT
Wasted Benevolenoe.

Professor Charteris, in the course of
nn address to the University Missionary
Association of Edinburgh, gave several
instances of the pernicious effects of in-
discriminate charity as practised by rival
denominations. They were not, he
said, doing good but harm with their
money, for they were contending with
one another with it. In the Grass
market there were seven distinct de-
nominational missions working, without
taking account of each other’s doings or
helping each other. In the Lawnmarket
they repeatedly found missionaries from
different Churches visiting and not tak-
ing any account of each other. As an
instance of the eftects of their want of
co-operation, he mentioned the case of a
man who died, and it was found that
three different Churches had provided a
eoffin for his remains. Another instance
he knew was that of a woman whose
husband had been killed by an accident.
1t was found that there were seven dis-
tinet streams of charity flowing in to
the widow and her four ehildren; and
the distressing result was that, not being
able to make a good use of the mouey,
she took to drink, and ultimately be-
came a confirmed drunkard. He re~
membered a woman, living in the
Potterrow, who for 15 years had nofone
representing any Church crossing het
door, while a woman in the same lane
hiad representatives from seven different
Churches visiting her regularly. The
one who had seven visiting her went to
church, and was therefore frnit worth
contending for; the other did not go to
church, and therefore was left alone.

Dr. Charteris has always been an
advecate of Co operative Union hetween
the dissenting Churches and the Fstab-
lished Church, by which, in City Mis-
sion and other work for overtaking the
lapsed masses of the large cities of Scot~
land, they should work together, and
not as rivals seek to supersede each
other.
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