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CHRISTMAS Music

On Earth Peace. Arranged by W. A. Pickell, Thy Light 1s Come, Christmas Service with
An original service for Sunday Schools, be. nd and
each, per doz, . v & @ ;vw Music by various well-known Composers,

Chiming Christmas Bells, Words 1., Palmer repared by B, A. Stone, be. each, per doz, -
Hartsough ; music by J. H. Fillmore, 5c. Prince I An Original F ¢
each, per doz. . $ & a8 Christmas, Music by(}ldeon Froelich ; w

Message of l’rnﬂ‘. A Hunrh\ School Se of by Marian Froelich. e. each, per doz.
easy, catchy Music and bright Recitations for
Christmas, By J, Lincoln Hall and lrvin H. King of Peace, A Christmas Service for
Mack, nssisted by O. Austin Miles, 5o, each, Sabbath Schools, Prewed b: Houbel be.
per doz. . 1 . e e each, perdoz. . . .

The Christmas lung. An easy service of Song, Christmas-Tide, A (‘hrlnlmu Exercise for t,ha
Recitation and Dialogue for Christmas, Sunduay School. By L. E. Jones and F. v 1
Words by Ida L, Reed ; music by Mnurue A Shepard. Ge. each, per doz. ol
Clifton. ~ bc, each, per doz. .

The Guiding Star.
Christmas, co: Ci
Reculuuns ercises, ete. By J. Lincoln
Hall. bc. each, per doz.

llnml'- Ch

Great Joy. Words by Palmer Hartsough ; music o
by J. H. Fillmore, e, each, per doz, = .

The Heralds of Peace. An Original Service for
. . ¢ Christinas, containing Songs, Choruses, Duet 8, g
as Annnnl. No. 20' for 1898, Recitations, and an sppropnnte Exercise, Lord,

be. each, per doz. bc, each, per doz, ~Bal Thy
-
The Manger I(lnz. Stone & Herhlnrs Qunr» Christmas llymn- ByA g Glhnour 6e. each, *‘”{m
terly. e, each, per doz. per doz. . Fore
The Christmas Guest, Stone & Huhltrs The (-ul(llng Star. A(hmlmu Carol Service. Th
Quarterly. be. each, per doz. . C. Hazard, bc. each, perdoz, , . ;‘m!
Christmas Snow Stars. An Memme Ior the On llc Night the Lord was Born, A Christ- " Y
Sunday School. By Mis, Wilbur F, Crafts mas Sunday ise. Arranged by The ne
and James R. Murray, Gc. each, per doz. Marion West. o e Grief
Thy fa
That
I know
CANTATAS e
Thou g
Santa's Dectston. A Children’s Cantata for Santa Clause Expeeted, Cantata for Christmas, Thou
Christmas, Words by Irvin U, Muk music Written and composed by Chas, H, Gabriel , "
by J. Lincoln Hall . : The gr
The ﬂlrlllmu Programme ; or, Santa Claus To K
Santa Clans' Reception. A Ju\emle Cantata Offended. A Concert Exercise, designed for
for Christmas, Written nnd cmnpum-d by Sunday School l:n!erlmnmemn 6c. each, B
Chas. H. Gabriel . i Perdoz, . . o) epy Thou ¢
Santa's Surprise Party, A Christmas Cantata Star of the East. A Sacred Cantata. Words ™ Wher
for Children, Libretto by Jesse Brown by J, Stuart Bogg ; music composed by W, H, hou ¢
Pounds ; music by James H, Fillmore , . Maxfield . . . . s e s e B0 And
A What s
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My Christmas Gift.

Lord, thou still givest gifts to me:
Thy mercy, like the dew,

From day to day my glad eyes see,
Forever fresh and new.

Thou giv’st me loss, and Jjoy, and pain,
My peace, my griefs, are thine;

The need that is my greater gain
Grief lost In love divine,

Thy face is hid behind the cloud
That darkens all my days ;

I know without that failing shroud
[ could not bear thy gaze.

Thou giv'st me lessons every hour ;
Thou giv’st me faith to trust

The gracious hidings of thy power—
To know thee true and Jjust.

Thou gavest me thy greatest gift,
When on that distant morn,

Thou didst the gates of glory lift,
And Christ my Lord was born.

What shall I on thy altar lay,
From out my want and woe ?

What offerings on this happy day
Within thy temple stow ?

I, the poor beggar at thy door,
To thee what can I bring ?

The want of all things is my store ;
Shall I thy pralses sing ?

Shall I go wandering up and down,
A bedesman of the Lord,

And show his cross, become my crown,
A witness to thy word ?

My epeech the sons of men disdain,
My words refuse to hear ;

Thy message from my lips is vain,
They will not love nor fear,

DECEMBER, 1898,

A contrite soul, a breaking heart,
The life I strive to live,

A fight to grasp the better pari,
Are all that I can give.

A poor and blemished sacrifice,
That Israel would not own,

How can I bring before thine eyes,
Or cast beneath thy throne ?

Look thou upon thy spotless Lamb,
Who came my sins to bear,

The feeblest of his fold I am,
Yet thou wilt find me there.

The smoking flax, the broken reed,
Thy mercy will not scorn ;
A worthless gift, that ye can plead,

“My Lord to-day was born !”
—New York Independent,

e N et
The True Christmas.

The meaning of Christmas is unity.
The burden of the angelic song was
* Peace.” The tidings rang out with one
voice from inaumerable lips. A united
heaven sang out the message of unity
to a distracted world, Heaven’s whole
meaning was condensed in one word,
and that word was “ peace.” The time
had now come when men might learn to
be at peace with one another and with
God. The obiect of Christ’s coming was
none other than this—to unite man to
God through union with himself, and ‘to
make man a partaker of the divine
nature.  Thus all things should at last
be subdued to him, and he should reign
over a kingdom at unity in itself, and

the harmony of heaven should obtain on
earth.—Rev. W, S, Sayers,
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OUR PERIODICALS.
The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining

most popular. Year!,
- oy Subseription
ristian Guardian, weekly. ................ s 8100
Sethodiat o and R{éiez‘.’ month] Sz
Magazine and Review, a1 Guardian or
llozul‘:: and Ihvlew: Guardian and Onward 32
The Wi Halifax, weekly ... W 100
Sunday Banner, monthly ........ 0 60
Onward, Bpp. dlo, weckl, , under 5 copies. . . g %
6 copies and upwards .. ..... sevesriis . §
I’lunmmun. I;; 4to, weekly, single copies 080
Less than 20 copi . 0%
Over 20 ¢ sples, . 0 ?4
Sunbean, forinightly, 0 ‘;’
10 e and upwards Siias . 012
Happy Days, fortnightly, less than 10 copies . 018
rgwpulndnpwl 80000 . . 012
Dew Drops, weekly, . 007
Per quarer .. .. Og‘l
Berean Senior Quarterly ... . 02
Berean Leaves, 100 copies . b 60
Berean Intermediate Quarterly, 10 per
e D T . sinss 90
Qul}lerly Review Bervice. By the year, 24 cents
adozen; §2 per 100. Per quarter, 6 cents o
dozen ; per 100... 50
THE Asove PRICES INCLUDE PosTAGE
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
0. W. Ooares, W 8. F. Huestis,
2176 8t. Oatherine 8t., Meth. Book Room,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.8.

Sundap School Hanner,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR.

Evergreen Schools.

We hope that our schools will try
more than ever to keep open all the

winter, We know that in some cases,
on account of bad roads and the great
distunce to be travelled, this is diffi-
cult; but whereve_r the week-day school
is kept open for five days in the week,
we think it ought not to be impossible
to have the Sunday-school open on one
day of the week,

A very considerable number of our
Sunday-schools, unfortunately, close in
the winter; thus #he school becomes
scattered, and it is often difficult to re-
organize in the spring, and takes a long
time to get Into running order. We
think it most disastrous to the best in-
terests of the schools that these inter-
ruptions should occur,

In many cases it has been found that
the introduction of the Sunday-school

schoo's open in the winter, where, with-
out them, they would have been closed
But if it be found absolutely impossible
to leep the schoo. open regularly, the
next best thing—and not a bad thing
either—would be to still take the papers,
and, as is done in many places, distribute
them to the families at the regular
weekly or fortnightly service, as the case
may be. These papers will all have
the lessons; and fathers and mothers, at
the home fireside, can have a Sund y-
school of their own children, and thus
keep up the goo1 and godly habit of the
regular study of the Word of God.

This is done with great success In
some scattered neighbourhoods where it
is not found practicable to Lhave a achoo!
at all, and certainly can be accom-
plished, with best results, in very many
places where the schools have to be sus-
pended during the winter. But by all
means make an effort to keep it open,
notwithstanding rain and snow storms;
and if the younger children and those re-
siding at a great distance cannot come,
send them their papers, Let them feel
that they are not forgotten, and urge
them to keep un the memorizing of the
golden texts and the memory verses; and
also urge the parents to hear them re-
cite these verses. and answer the ques-
tions given in the papers. The parents
will thus themselves become more in-
terested in the school and the welfare
of their children, and may be indunced
to take a greater interest in the school
itself, and becom~ themse'ves adult
scholars—as they owght to be.

The Ontario Sunday-school
Convention,

The convention of the Ontario Sab-
bath-school Association, at Peterboro’,
was a very successful gathering. The
attendance was large, the addresses In-
structive, the interest, and indeed en-
thusiasm, in this work was well sus-
tained. Dr. Marion Lawrence, of Ohio,
was the chief foreign visitor, and made
several admirabie addresses emphasizing
very strong.y the Home Department. A
special session was devoted to this de-
partment, presided over by Dr. J. J.
Maclaren. A paper by the Editor of The
Banner was read, and other addresses
given. Mr. W. J. Donly, a veteran Sun-
day-school worker, who has been pres!-

papers has been sufficient to keep the | dent for the past year, was succeeded
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by Mr. Thomas McGillicuddy, an ener-
getic Sunday-school man. Much regret
was expressed at the absence of the Rev.
Dr. Potts, whc was prevented by the
death of his brother at Richmond, Va.,
from being present. Dr. Potts will have
universal sympathy in his bereavement,
Al the closing session, the Rev. Dr.
Henderson, Secretary of the Missionary
Society of the Methodist Church, de-
livered an admirable address on the
question, “ Why should we seek to en-
list the sympathy of Sabbath-schools in
the cause of missions ?” It was an elo-
quent defence of the whole missionary
cause, which Dr, Henderson made. He
pointed to the great results which had
been achieved by missionaries, not only
in the cause of the Gospel, but for
humanity and civilization, They had
been the forerunners of commerce; they
had opened up new territory to settle-
ment; they by their explorations in old,
historical lands had added materially to
the knowledge of the past history of the
world. and had been the men who were
responsible for the study of philology.
The ob‘ert of the lecture was to stimulate
the iInterest of the people in the question
of m'ssions, and Dr. Henderson certainly
succeeded in his intention.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for 1899.

Good as the Magazine has been in the
past, it is proposed to still furizer im-
prove it in 1899. With the November
number is commenced a bright original
story entitled, “ A Princess in Calico,”
by Edith Ferguson Black, a popular
writer and favourite contributor of The
Ladles’ Home Journal. The story de-
scribes in a graphic manner the heroism
of common life, and will be read with
great interest by young and old.

Arrangements have been made for a
series of Character Studies of men of
thought and action. Important contri-
butions will he published from Principal
Caven, of Knox College; Professor Clark,
of Trinity University; Chancellor Bur-
wash, of Victoria University; Principal
Shaw, Wesleyan College, and many
other leading Canadian writers. Mis-
slonary sketches, stories of travel and
adventure, short stories by such popular
writers as Emma E. Hornibrook, Mary

S. Daniels, Wood Smith, 8. J. Under-
wood, Mark Guy Pearse, J, Hyslop Bell,
etc.  Many of the articles will be pro-
fusely illustrated, The Popular Science
Papers, so interesting in the past, will
be continued, as well as monthly reviews
of the world’s progress, current thought
and book notices. See full announce-
ment at end of this number of The Ban-
ner.  Special inducements to new sub-
scribers.  New subscribers for 1899 will
receive the November and December
numbers of this year free. They will
thus receive the beginning of the serial
story.  To all suvseribers—old or new—
the following

SPECIAL PREMIUMS
are offered for only twenty-five cents
additional ;
‘“ Barbara Heck.”
odism,

‘‘Lawrence Temple.”
dian Backwoods Life,

““Valeria,”
combs,

A tale of Early Meth-
A story of Cana

A story of Life in the Cata
By DR. WITHROW,

The regular price of these books
is  seveuty-five cents each, Any
subscriber to The Methodigt Magazine
and Review may have one or all of them
for twenty-five cents each postpaid. We
ask the cordial help of our readers to
place this excellent home magazine into
many Methodist homes where it is not
now taken. Subscription price, $2.00 per
vear. When taken in connection with
either The Guardian or Wesleyan, $1.75
per year,

SPECIAL RATE TO SCHOOLS,

The Magazine will be sent in numbers
of two or more to any Sunday-school at
the net cost of $1.60 for each subscrip-
tion. The above three premium books,
worth $2.26, making a valuable addition:
to the school library, will be given for
only seventy-five cents. Here is a fine
chance to replenish the library. Each
number of this Magazine contains as
much as an average Sunday-school book,
is well illustrated, and at this reduced
rate costs thirteen and one-third cents.
The cheapest, freshest and most attrac-
tive reading that can be furnished the
schools. Adress orders—William Briggs,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
Toronto. Rev. 8. F. Huestis, Halifax,
N.S. C. W. Coates, 2176 St. Catherine
Street, Montreal,
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The Lessons for 1899,

The lessons for the first half of 1899,
and for the whole of 1900, are on the
life of our Lord. This matchless life
will be studied throughout Christendom
as It never was before. The testimony of
experienced teachers is that no lelp is
more valuable than a harmony of the
Gospels. The advantages of such a har-
mony, or' monotessaron, will be shown
by the following extracts from an ar-
ticle by Prof. Amos R. Wells, in The
Sunday-school Times :
b‘!'llb‘:{- above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the mono-
tessaron the very best help to Bible
study. The monotessaron, it might be
parenthetically remarked for the benefit
of the lexicon-lazy folk, is a harmony
of the four gospels, so arranged as to
make one continuous and complete story,
in Scripture words alone, Speaking for
one, I may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a monotessaron, that
Matchless Life has shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and ma-
jesty before unimagined.”

There are several harmonies from $1.00
to $1.50, but the general testimony is
that none surpass in fulness and ac-
curacy that published by the Editor of
The Banner, new ed'tion, with map
and geography of Palestine, by Prof.
Hamill. Price, fifty cents. For sale
at Methodist Book-Rooms, Toronto,
Montreal, and Halifax.

Teachers willing to accept agency for
schools will please communicate directly
with Rev. Dr. Withrow, Toronto.

——————————

Methodist Magazine and Review
for November.

The up-to-date character of this maga-
zine is shown by the timely article on
Denmark and the Danes, with portraits
of the late Queen and of the royal family,
and by an illustrated article on Hong-
Kong, one of Britain's keys of empire
in China. There are also illustrated
papers on ‘ Melrose and Abbotsford,”
“John Carter and his Wonderful Etch-
ings,” “Sir James Simpson,” the dis-
coverer of chloroform, and ** The World's
Progress.” ‘“More Sailor's Yarns,”
“ Morals and Manners of the Eighteenth
Century,” ** A Gambler's Conversion,” a
graphic Rocky Mountain sketch; *“ Henry
Drummond,” *“ The Moon's Story,” by Sir

Robert Ball, and other readable artic!
make an attractive number. A clev:
new story, A Princess in Calico,” by ;
new writer, is begun. The Novemh:r
and December numbers are offered fri.
to new subscribers for 1899, the twenty
fifth year of this magazine.

Toronto : Willlam Briggs. Montreal
C. W. Coates. Halifax: 8 F. Hues!i
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

——— e

Christ's Christmas Feast,.

All over Christendom the people
happy in anticipation of Christmas pr
sents. It is a time of joyous giving and
receiving. The day is commemoratiy
It reminds us of God the Father's gif:
to the poor and fallen world. We fing
ourselves exultant as we repeat th
words, * God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son.” Then we
think of Christ's voluntary act of giy
ing himself for us; “ who gave himsel!
for us, that he might redeem us from al
iniquity, and purify unto himself .
peculiar people zealous of good works'
The object of the Father's gift was, I
the sacrificial offering of his Son, to
provide for saving men from perishing
and to bring them to everlasting life
The object for which Christ gave him
self was to apply the atonement, and
of “redeeming us from all iniquity,"
make it personally saving to the extent
and putting upon our brow the diad.-n
of purity.

The apostle grows jubilant when I
thinks of this great Christmas present
and shouts, “ Thanks be to God for his
unspeakable gift !” Don't fail to appls
for this gift—the gift of Jesus himse!f
He may be had for the asking. Indee
he is at the door saying, *“ Behold, |
stand at the door, and knock. If am
man hear my voice, and open the doo
I will come unto him, and will sup wit!
him, and he with me.” Christ propos
a Christmas feast,—Divine Life,

Book Notices.

“The Truth About Hell.” By Wilbur
C. Newell. New York: Eaton &
Mains. Toronto: William Briggs
Pp. 46. Price, 20 cents.

This austere and solemn subject is
here treated in the life of our Lord's
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
This is an antidote to much of the loose
and careless teaching of the tremendons
verity set forth in God's Word.
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“The Teaching of Jesus.” Extracted
from the Four Gospels and arranged
by Jean Da Buy, Ph.D, J.U.D. Bos-
ton : James H. West. Toronto : Wil-
liam Briggs. Price 50 cents. Pp. 80.

The teaching of our Lord is here
classified under such heading as The
[rue Life, Human Temptations and the
Overcoming of Them, the Spirit of the
Father, the Kingdom of God, ete, The
very words of Jesus are employed.

“Our Blest Redeemer,"” The story of
his life told for 1itt.e children, By Kate
Thompson Sizer. London : Charles
H. Kelly. Toronto : Willlam Briggs.

This 18 just the beok for Sunday after-
aoon, or the quiet evening hour for the
little folk. Loving mothers will find it
4 great he'p in teaching their children
the story of the Matchless Life, It will
be easy reading, too, for the little folk
themselves, and the many pictures will
make it more interesting,

" Outline of the Moral Teachings of the
Bible.” By Georgiana Baucus. New
York : Eaton & Mains, Toronto :
William Briggs, Price, 20 cents.
Pp. 43.

This little manual appeared first in
Japanese for the instruction of the

ORDER OF SERVICES-FOURTH QUARTER.

OFENING SERVICE,

1. Siuescr,
L. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES, |
Svrr.

This is the day which the Lokn hath made ; |

we will rejoice and be glad in i

Scuoon. T was glad when they said unto me, Let us
!m into the house of the Lown, 'Blessed |
s the man whom thou choosest, and |
causeth to approach unto thee, that he
may dwell in thy courts: we shall be |
satisfied with the goodness of thy house, |
even of thy holy temple,

The fear of the Lok is the beginning o |
wisdom : |

A good understanding have all they that do |
his commandments,

surr,
Auw,

111 SiNaiNe,
IV, Tue ThS CoMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES' CREED,
V. PrAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

VI, Sivorve,

LESSON SERVICE,
I Cuass STUDY OF THE Lissox, |
11 SiNaINe Lrssox Hymy, |

|
L Recrration or Tig TiTLE, GoLbks TEXT, AND OUTLINE |
by the school in concert,

v

young converts, and it has proved so
helpful that it is here submitted for Eng-
lish-speaking perscns, Under the figure
of a tree planted by the rivers of water
the branches of Christian duty and fruits
of the Spirit are illustrated.
“Illustrative Notes,” A Guide to the
Study of the International Sunday-
school Lessons, With Original ang
Selected Comments, Methods of Teach-
ing, Ilustrative Stories, Practical Ap-
plications, Notes on Eastern Life,
Library, References, Maps, Tables,
Pictures and Diagrams. 1899, Jesse
Lyman Hurlbut and Rober
Doherty, New York : Ea
Toronto ; William Briggs. Pp, 392,

Of all lesson helps that we see,—and
We see a good many,—there are none
that surpass the Lesson Notes of Drs.
Hurlbut and Doherty.  They have the
advantage of valuable special studies by
Dr. James Hope Moulton, Eugene angd
Sara G. Stock, Professor Gobin, Professor
M. 8. Terry, Dr, L, D. Barrows, and
others. New maps of the latest sur-
veys have been provided, The book will
have additional interest to Canadian read-
ers from the fact that Mr. Thomas G.
Rogers, of Toronto, has contributed a
series of blackboard drawings, It i
very fully illustrated with full-page and
smaller pictires, drawings, and dlagrams,

| IV, Review axp APPLICATION OF THE Lissos by Pastor

Superintendent,

. SUPPLEMENTAL Lisson, (Special lesson in the Churoh
Catechism may here introduced.)

- ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church service and
the orth - League and week-evening prayer-
meetings, |

CLOSING SERVICE,

+ SINOING,

. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,

Suer, Stand thou still awhile, that 1 may show
thee the word of God.

Scnoon. What doth the Lorp require of thee, but to
do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God{ Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our

Saviour Jesus Christ,

St Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless be.
fore the presence of his glory with exceed-
ng joy.

ALL.  To the only wise God our Saviour,

and ma,
HOW an

be glory
jesty, dominion and power, both
forever.  Amen,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES

LESSON X. THE BOOK

INTHE HISTORY OF JUDAH.

OF THE LAW FOUND. [Dec. 1,

GOLDEN TEXT. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the
whole heart. D'sa. 119, 2,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read 2 Chron, 34.]
2 Kings 22, 8-20, [ Comnit to imemory verse 19.] |

8 And Hil-ki'ah the high priest said unto 8ha'-
han the scribe, I have found the book of the
aw in the house of the Lorn. And ITil-ki'ah
gave the hook to 8ha'phan, and he read it.

9 And Sha'phan the seribe came to the king,
and brought the king word again, and said, Thy
servants have gathered the money that was
found in the house, and have delivered it into
the hand of them that do the work, that have the |
oversight of the house of the Lorb,

10 And S8ha’phan the seribe showed the king,
saying, Hil-ki'ah the priest hath delivered me a
bhook, And Sha’phan read it before the king.

11 And it came to pass, when the king had
heard the words of the book of the law, that he
rent his clothes,

|

12 And the king commanded Hil-ki'ah the
priest, and A-hi'kam the son of Sha’phan, and
Ach’bor the son of Mi-cha'iah, and Sha'phan the
seribe, and As-a-hi'ah a servant of the king's,
saying,

13 Go ye, inquire of the Lorp for me, and for
the people, and for all Ju'dah, concerning the
words of this book that is found: for great is
the wrath of the Lorp that is kindled against ns,
because our fathers have not hearkened unto the
words of this book, to do according unto all
that which is written concerning us.

14 So Hil-ki'ah the priest, and A-hi'’kam, and
Ach’bor, and Sha’phan, and As-a-hi'ah, went |
unto Hul'dah lhe_}wophﬂuss, the wife of Shal’- |
lam the son of Tik'vah, the son of Har'l
keeper of the wardrobe; now she dwelt in J
ru'sa-lem in the college; and they commun
with her.

15 And she said unto them, Thus saith lllt‘l
Lorp God of Is'ra-¢l, Tell the man that sent you
to me,

16 Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, T will bring
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereof, even all the words of the book which the
king of Ju'dah hath read :

17 Because they have forsaken me, and have
burned incense unto other gods, that they might
provoke me to anger with all the works of their
hands ; therefore my wrath shall be kin?led
against this place, and shall not be quenched.

18 But to the king of Ju'dah which sent you to

RevisED VERsION,

8 And Hil-ki'ah the high priest said unto ~;
phan the scribe, I have found the book o1 the
law in the house of the Lorp,  And Hil-ki%ah
delivered the hook to Sha'phan, and he e

9 it,  And Sha'phan the scribe came to 1t
king, and brought the King word aain,
said, Thy servants have emptied out
money that was found in the house, and |
idelivered it into the hand of the workiw
that have the oversight of the house of th

10 Lorp, And Sha'phan the scribe told 1he
king, saying, Iil-ki'ah the priest hath
ered me a bhook. And Sha'phan read it |

11 fore the king. And it came to pass, wi
the king had heard the words of the book

112 the law, that he rent his clothes.  And the k

commanded Hil-ki'ah the priest, and
kam the son of 8ha'phan, and Ach'bor
son of Mi-ca'iah, and Sha'phan the so
3 and As-a-i'ah the king’s servant, saying, to
ve, inquire of the Lorp for me, and for 1/
people, and for all Ju'dah, concerning
words of this book that is found : for grea
the wrath of the Lorp that is kindled
us, because our fathers have not hearkenod
unto the words of this book, to do according
unto all that which is written concerning -
14 So Hil-ki'ah the priest, and A-hi'kam, and
Ach'bor, and Sha'phan, and As-a-i'ah, w1
unto Hul'dah the prophetess, the wife «
Shal'lum the son of Tik'vah, the son of Har-
has, keeper of the wardrobe ; (now she dwelt
in Je-ru'sa-lem in the second quarter:) and
5 they communed with her,  And she said unto
them, Thus saith the Logrn, the God of I¥
ra-¢l: Tell ye the man that sent you unto me,
16 Thus saith the Loin, Behold, T will bring evil
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereof, even all the words of the hook which
17 the king of Ju'dah hath read: because they
have forsuken me, and have burned incens
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to
anger with all the work of their hands ; there-
fore my wrath shall be kindled against this
18 place, and it shall not be quenched. But
unto the king of Ju'dah, who sent you to in-
quire of the Lorp, thus shall ye say to hin,
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inquire of the Lorp, thus shall ye say to hin
Thus saith the Lokp God of Is'ra-el, As towching
the words which thou hast heard 3

hast humbled thyself before the Lorp, when
thou heardest what 1 spake against this place,
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they
should become a desolation and a curse,
hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; |
also have heard thee, saith the Lorp,

20 Behold therefore, T will gather thee unto
thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy
crave in peace ; and thine eyes shall not see all
the evil which I will bring upon this place.
And they brought the king word again,

Time.—About 622 B. C. Place.—~Jerusa-
lem, the capital of the Kingdom of J dah,
Rulers,—Josiah, sixteenth king of Judah; As-
shur-bani-pal king of Assyria; Psammeticus, king
of Egypt.

Home Readings,

M. A good king. 2 Kings 22, 1-7,

Tu, The Book of he Law found,

8-20,
W. Effect of
Th, Puttiy

2 Kings 22,

book.
1y evil,

2 Kings 23, 1-8,

2 Kings 23, 15-25,
F. The i the heart. Deut, 6. 1-13,
S, Hear, lcarn, and fear. Deut. 81, 7-13,
So  The perfect law, Psa, 19, 7-14.

Lesson Hymns,

No. 343, New Canadian Hymnal.

Shine on our souls, eternal God,
With rays of beauty shine,

No. 24, New Canadian Hymnal,

I'love to tell the Story
Of unseen things above,

No. 289, New Canadian Hymnal,

Sing them over again to nie,
Wonderful words of Life,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Book of the Law, v. 8-11,
What was this “ book of the law # " See Deut,
B1, 24-26,
Who found the book ? Where
How long had it been lost ¢
To whom did Hilkiah give the book Why ¢
Upon what did Shaphan first report to the king ¢
What further announcement did he make »
What effect had the reading on the king?
Why did he rend his clothes ¢
What did he fear ?
2. Inquiring of God, v. 12-14,
Concerning what was inquiry made of the
Lord ®

19

19 Because thine heart was tender; and lhnu'

and |

|

Thus saith the Lorb, the God of Is'ra-ol: A\
touching the words which thou hast heard,
because thine heart was tender, and thon
didst humble thyself before the Lown, when
thou heardest what I spake against this
place, and against the inhabitants thereot
that they shoukd become a desolation and
curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept -
fore me:; I also have heard thee, saith
A0

the Lorn. Therefore, behold, T will gather
thee to thy fathers, and thon shalt be gathered
10 thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes
sce all the evil which T will bring upon this
place.  Andthey brought the king word again,

® Who were commanded to seek his connsel #
What reason was there for seeking the Loy ?
To whom did the servants of the king go?
What other prophe © named in the Old
i Testament ¢

Who of this ovder
tament ¢
3. God’s Answer, v. 1520,

To whom did God send his answer ?

What message of sorrow was sent v

Why was this Judgment pronounced ¢

Why was Josiah a subject of merey v

What merey was promised him ?

What course of life insures blessediess ?
GorpeN Texr,

are named in the New Tos-

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Is your Bible lost? It sometimes is, in
trunk, or closet, on shelves, beneath books, -
pers, piles of trash and worldliness, Hunt up
the law of the Lord !

2. ‘‘Search the Scriptures,” Read, pray, md-
itate; open the soul to spiritual illamination,
The message may be of judgment; but better
know and seck pardon than die in ignoranee and
sin,

3. God’s merey is sure,
to such as scek him,
incense before him,

He will be gracious
A broken heart is as sweet

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.,
| 1. The Book of the Law, v, 8-11
| What is the GoLpeN TexT?
What were Hilkiah and Shaphan doing ?
How had the temple sunk into decay ¥
What "ing showed a holy zeal in repairing it ?
" What did Hilkiah say to Shaphan ?
What book was this ¢
| What did Shaphan say to the king about the
| money ¥
What did he show the king?
What elee did he do?
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Whien the king heard the words of the hook of
the Taw what did he do®
2. Inquiring of God, v 12-14.

What did the king command his four scrvints
mentioned in verse 12¥

What reason did he give *

To whom did they go¥

Whose wife was Huldah »

Arve there any other prophetesses mentioned
in the Bible?

Where did she live?
3. God’s Answer, v. 1520,

What did God say ahout his written word ¥

Why did he say he would bring evil upon Je-
rusalem ¥ .

What hiad he observed in the behavior of the
King of Judah ¥ |

What message did he promise him ¥ |

How did Josiah dic*

Did this break God's prowmise ¥

What did the messengers of Josiah do ¥ |

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson ure we shown—
1. God’s word studied curiously ¥
2. God's word studied penitently ¥ I
4. God’s word heard with comfort ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What can you tell about Manasseh ¥

Who was king of Judah after he died ¥

What kind of a king was he?

ow old was Josiah when he became King?

What beautiful thing is suid of him ¥

Of whom was the same thing said beforey  Of
his greategrandfather, Hezekiah.

What did Josiah seek while a boy ¥

What did he soon begin to do¥ To vepair
the house of the Lord.

“)u', 5

Who wrote the Law ¥ Moses,

Who told him what to write ¥

What shows that the Kings had not e
it* The fact that it could be lost.

What was read to Josiah from the law ¥

How did the king feel?  Sarprised
SOTry.

To whom did he send for advicer To 1wl
dah, a prophetess,

What did she say? That God would heip
and bless Josiah.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. When Josiah, the king, tried to reform
people what did he doy He repnired the
temple.

2. While repairing the temple what did 1
kiah, the high priest, find ? The book of the
law,

3+ What did the king do when he heard it 1«
und understood how much God's law had heen
neglected ? He rent his clothes and turned
to the Lord.

4. To whom at this dme did God
truth? To Huldah, a prophetess.

5. In answer to Josiah’s questions what il
God say would come? Punishment to the
guilty, safety for the good.

6. What is the GoLoex Text? ¢ Blesscd
are they,” cte,

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
. 40. Repeat the Ten Commandments,  Exodus s
41, Into what two tables are these Ten Comuiu
ments divided ?

The Ten Commandiments are usually divided into
the first table, setting forth our duty to God in the

What was found while doing this? The
buok of the law.

first four Commandments; and the second table,
lw‘cllinu forth our duty to our fellow-man in the lut
six.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

By . L. HU

RLBUT, D.D,

Seven Effects of the Word,

1. Cuktosity,
I have found the book. v, N
May we know. Acts 17, 19
A very lovely song.  Fzek, 33,3
1. INTEREST,
Tead it before the king. v. 10
(iive car....to my law. Psabn 781,
earken unto me.  Isa, 51. 4,
111 CONVIOTION,
1. He vent his clothes. v. 11
The word....is powerful.  Heb, 414
Like ns a firo. Jer. 23 %

12 Greatis the wrath, v, 13,
Who can abide.. his anger? Nah, 1.6,
Much sorer punishment.  Heh, 10,20,
IV, Inquiny.
1. Inquive of the Lovd. v. 13,
Open thou mine ¢y Pru. 11490, 18,
The spirit of wisdom, Eph. 1. 17-19.
2. Unto, .. the prophetess, v, 14,
Spiritually discerned, 1 Cor, 2. 138, 14,
He will guide you.  Johu 16, 13,
V. WARNING.
1. Twill bring evil,  vs, 15, 16,

|
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God is not mocked.  Gal, 6, 7, 8 Notmany noble, 1 Cop. 1, 24
After the flesh....die. Rom. s, 13, 2 Thow shalt ... .in waer, v, %)

2. They have forsaken me. v, 17, Mark the perfect man.  Peg, 47 43,
Deny him, he nlso. 2 Tinf, 2. 122 The righteous hatlh hope,  Prov. 14,
Woe to the wicked. Isn, 8. 10, 11, VIL CoNseECRATION,

Vi. Comronr,  The king. .. .made a o na o, Chap, 23, 8.
L. Tothe king of Juduh, v, 18, 19 Let us reason together, Isa, 1, 1820,

Did that which was richt. 2 Kings 22 3 L will pay my vows,  Psa. 118, 13, 14,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The history of IskAEL is that of & scries of dynasties, cach beginning and ending with a revo
lution, while the poople drift, with fow and weak countercurrents, farther und farther away from
God,  But the history of Jupan records no revolution in government, For four centurles father
was succeeded by son, and, with the brief exception of Athaliah’s usurpation, the house of David
continued on the throne. These four centuries exhibit successive periods of religious declension,
vach of which, except the last, was followed by a brief reformation. Asa was the first great
reformer ; after Asa's decline came Jehoshaphat ; after the “ wicked gons of Athaliah " and her
wickeder self came Joash ; after the apostasy of Ahaz came the revival under Hezekiah ; and after
Manasseh, the worst of all the kings, and Amon came Josiah, one of the very best,  Each of these
royal reformers found his kingdom lower than his pious predecessor had found ity each was
intenser than the reformer before him ; neverthcless, the work of each war specdily undone, Our
lessons during October and November have given us glimpses of most of these had and good
kings ; the lessons for this month open with the reign of the last royal reformer, the youthful
Josiah.  When he came to the throne the territory of Israel was almost a wilderness 3 its kingdom
had passed away ; the great Assyrian Empire was hastening to its destruction ; Babylon, Media,
aud Egypt were renewing efforts to seize the supremacy of the east; and Juds i, an insignificant
principality, was by turns under the control of eastern and of western fufluences, . w paying tribute
to Egypt and now to Babylon, In such an agoe of revolution and of confusion tuis pure and de-
voted man reigned in Jerusalem. At the age of sixteen Josiah chose the God of David, and four
veurs afterward he began actively the work of national reformation,  He destroyed the idols,
howed down the ** high places,” or local shrines of false worship, and brought back to the ancient
law the honor and authority which it had lost. But in the midst of his career—sad to say—he was
slain in battle while opposing the march of an Egyptian army through his realin,  From his time the
downward course of his nation became vapid, and no reformer arose to stuy the current toward
destruetion, —

Verse 8. Hilkinh the high priests One of tary of state, and a secr tury of the treasury all
i band of reformers who surrounded the throuc in one person.  The records of the past, the
of Joslah. His ancestry is given in 1 Chron. 6. | edicts of the present, and largely the policy of
12,13, He had, a little before this, recelved from | the future were in the scribe’s hands. I have
the king & command to ascertain the amount of | found the book of the law in the house
~ilver coln already contributed for the repairs of | of the Lord. This verse of itself shows how
the templo; this money had come from Ma- neglected had been Jehovah's worship ; how
nusseh and Ephraim and all the remnant of Is-, unexamined had been the cloisters of his tem
rael, as well as from Judab. By means of this ple: and how limping had been the public
money * carpenters and builders and masons " ‘ services because of lack of unthorized direction,
were now set to work. These repairs are not | By some means Hilkinh and Shaphan appear to
fully recorded in this passage ; they are inciden- | have identified the hook with one that tradition
ally referred to, because it was when Shaphan, | called for in the temple, It will make our
the scribe, was sent to Hilkiah, the priest, about | story vivid to try to ascertain what this book
the money accounts that Hilkiah informed hlm‘ looked like. It was probably written on parch-
of his great discovery. The scribe, orsocremr,\"’ ment (that is, the dressed skin of a domestic
of an oriental king, was one of his most promi- animal), and the learned men who wrote ft
entand powerful officers, Dr. Plumptre uses| had used a reed for a pen and dissolved lamp-
iodern terms to express anclent fucts when he | black for ink, and had been careful to write on
talls the seribe a minister of religion, a secre-| one side only of each square of parchment,
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These squares were fustened together side by side,
and rolled npon a stick ; sometimes upon two
sticks, one at each end. The writing was in col-
umns, with a space of two fingers’ breadth be-
tween cach two columuns,  Early in the history
of literature it b 'y Lo or

books with bright colors and gold leaf, especially
those whose contents were believed to be sacred:
s0 we may imagine this book to have been a
huge roll with gorgeous writing, but with much
of stain and dirt, the result of decay and neg-
leet, The writing, however, was still legible.
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and
he read it. Probably enongh Hilkiah could
not read; few men in that age could, and a
priest’s work was not at all literary. In those
days most of the legal forms and data of life
were orally transmitted from generation to gen-
eration.

10. Shaphan read it before the king, The
threats and curses of Deuteronomy were ap-
parently among the passages to be read to the
king.

11. When the king had heard the words
of the book of the law. I[low would the Bi-
ble impress us if we had never heard a word of
it until to-day! Thus was King Josiah im-
pressed. And so dense was the ignorance of
his time that it is probable he had never
handled a book, and it is even possible that he
had never seen one, nor any other literature
than the detached sheets of parchment on which
Shaphan at intervals put down the records of
the palace and the kingdom. We may imagine
the courtiers who stood around stretching for-
ward with eager faces to see that rare curio—a
book. Then, as was immediately understood
when the voice of the scribe was heard, this was
God's word, the direct message from God to
those people, and the first divine message they
had ever heard. He rent his clothes. Read
in your class a selection from Deut. 28, as being
probably one of the passages which so stirred
Josiah’s feelings. The abandon of the king was
thoroughly oriental, but it must have startled
the courtiers and filed them with awe. Every-
one had seen clothes rent, but who had ever
seen a proud king of Judah rise from his throne
to thus abase himself ¥

12. The king commanded five men—ap-
pointed them to be a special committee--to **in-
quire of the Lord” concerning the message of
the book. The delegation was a very honorable
one, First came Hilkiah, whose conduct
throughout shows his loyalty to Jehovah. Next
was Ahikam, son of the noble scribe Sha-
phan ; Ahikam himself appears in Jer. 20, 24 ; 40.
5 as the head of an influential family, and the

ltruu friend of Jeremiah the prophet. Nest

Achbor, who, like Ahikam, evidently belong,
toaruling family, (SeeJer, 20, 223 86,12) Thox
the venerable Shaphan3 and a man nun
Asahiah, of whom we know only that he wi-
servant of the King’s—that is, an ofeer of «
court,

13. Inquire of the Lord. At the best i1 .
were few prophets,  Two, Jeremiah and Zep!
niah, proclaimed the word of the Lord while J
siah was king, but Jeremiah (probably) wis
this time a very young man in Anpathoth, w)
Zephaniah lived far in the south, Hul
seems to have been the only member of the |
phetic order in Jerusalem, The name and of
of her husband and the names of her ance
are given to indicate her good position, F¢
me, and for the people, and for all Juda),
He felt, as every conscientious soul in such
cumstances must feel, great personal anxiet
As a good king he was anxious for his peop
But his solicitude reached further still. Jos,
understood that among his people was the on
clear revelation of the true God. Other shie
indeed Jehovah had, but they were not gather
into his fold, and the priesthoods and ceren,
nies of other religions were more harmful th.
beneficial. With Judah sank or survived t
world-wide hope of the Messiah, The curs
read in his hearing seemed to swallow up th
hope. They were conditioned on Judah turn s
from God, and Josiah knew that it had turne |
from God. Can just wrath be stayed by
pentance? Because our fathers have wvot
hearkened unto the words of this book.
Josiah assumed that the fathers had had an «;
portunity to hear the book and obey its order~
but this present generation had not, and
moral ignorance the younger people had grow .
This would imply that the loss of the book .«
comparatively recent,

14. Huldah the prophetess. Huldal
the only woman in the Old Testament besides
Miriam and Deborah who is clearly stated 1
have been endowed with prophetio gifts. The
keeper of the wardrobe. Fither the court |
in charge of the royal robes or the Levite
charge of the temple vestments, She dwelt in
Jerusal in the college. Revised Versi.
*“In the second quarter.” By reference to No!
3.9, 12 we find that the ‘‘lower city " was -
vided into two districts,

15. Tell the man that sent you to .
There is a startling abruptness in this langus

16. I will bring evil upon this peopic.
The parallel passage, 2 Chron. 84, 24, 18 strouge,
“Even all the curses that are written in the
book which they have read before the king of
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Judah,” is prophecy of irremediable doom
repeats itself in the two other prophets of the
reign, It was irremediable for exactly the same
reason as the * blasphemy against the Spirit? is
not to be forgiven—the sinners have gone too
long and too far to repent, We can say with
absolute certainty that the bar to forgiveness
never can be on God's side, But forgiveness
not merely cannot be given—it cannot be re-
ceived—without ehange of heart and life, Even
Josiah’s zeal could not do more than wake a

tickezing loyalty to Jehovah, which postponed | b

the inevitable judgment, God's appointed rem-
ey — Moulton,

17. Because they have forsaken me,
This is the immediate or remote cause of every
carthly calamity,

sign of an inward and spiritual condition of
hostility to the true God.

18. But to the king of Judah. From this
on the message is more merciful and the tone
more courteous and tender. A8 touching the
words which thon hast heard. The words
read from the new-found roll,

NUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 7

Have burnt incense unto '
other gods, This was the outward and visible |

19, Josiah “heard © God's words, therefor:
| God * hears ™ his,
20. 1 will gather thee unto thy fathers,
A Hebrew phrase for death. Thoun shalt be
gathered into thy grave in peae Around
his death Providence will throw mer Aiful pro-
| tection,  Itis not casy to tind this prophecy ful-
filled in Josiah's death,  But we are not justiticd
lin ending the prophecy with this phrase, It is
| closely connected with what iollows. Thine
eyes shall not see all the evil that I shall
ring upon this place. Josiah’s best hopes
clustered about his nation. The glory of Jeho-
vah and of his people were all he lived for.
Death in battle was not more terrible (rather,
indeed, more to be desired) than death from
disease,  Josiah's soul recoiled from neither ;
the one horrible thing from which he pleaded to
be saved was the apparent ruin of God’s cause—
the overthrow of the nation, the destruction of
the temple, the forfeiture of Judah's privileges,
This was the evil paramount. If Judah will not
so turn to God that this evil might be averted, il
"the ruin must come, then merciful will be ti
Larrow that ** gathered him to his grave,”

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Josigh—a mere child—found the kingdom in
wretched state when he came to the throne,
His father, Amon, and his grandfather, Manas-
seh, did wickedly in the sight of Jehovah, and
the people were gone in apostasy. True, Ma-
nassch attempted certain reforms, but it was too
late for reformation. The downward tendency
was too rapid to be stopped. It might be
checked temporarily, but inevitable destruction
awaited Judah. Had Josiah lived to old age
and continued his reign of rightcousness with-
out interference, the outlook for his people
would have been much better, But his reign
was comparatively brief, and while it marked
‘‘the last dying glory of the earthly kingdom of
David,” it also proved that Judah was hope-
lessly engulfed in the dark waters of moral and
spiritnal degeneration.

Verse 8. Hilkinh. 1le was the son of 8hal-
lum, the high priest under Manasseh and Amon,
and ancestor of Ezra, the scribe. His relation
fo the recovery of the book of the law, as well as
other matters in which he Lad played a conspic-
uous part, made his career as high priest illustri-
ous, The book of the law. There is great
divergence of opinion as to what this * book of
the law” really was. It is held by Kennicott
that it was “the original autograph copy of the

Pentateuch written by Moses,”  Some biblicul
scholars hold that it was the whole Pentateuch,
some that it was the three middle books, som
that it was the Book of Deuteronomy alone.
There is not space to go into that controvers)
here, interesting us it is. It may be sufficient to
say that the suggestion of fraud and forgery
made by some hostile erities is too absurd to
be entertained, for, as Rawlinson aptly says,
*fraud or mistake might as easily have {mposed
a new Bible on the Christian world in the six-
teenth century as a new ‘law’ on the Jews in
the days of Josiah."

10. Delivered me a book. It should be
noted that what Hilkiah called *the book of the
law " Bhaphan referred to as “a book.” This
confidence of the former and indifference of the
latter are explained when it is recalled that one
was a high priest, devoted to the spiritual regen-
eration of the nation, and the other was a seribe,
concerned more for the material interests of the
people; and that for about three quarters of a
century ‘‘the book of the law” had been so
thoroughly noglected that its very existence had
become a tradition, Read it before the
king. Shaphan had already read certain pas-
sages of the remarkable book (see verse B),

What portions were read before the king is not
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known, but as he had only a traditional acquaint-
ance with the old religion, he was naturally
greatly interested,

11. Rent hisclothes, This was done prob-
ably through grief for the calamitics that were to
be visited upon his people, becanse their * fathers
had not kept the word of Jehovah,” (See Gen.
87.20; Job 1. 20; 1 Kings 21, 27,)

13. Go ye., The curiosity and fear of the |

young king induced him to appeal to the acered-
ited representative of Jehovah in his dilemma,
He simply illustrated a too common characteris-
tic, mamely, to ignore the claims of God in
prosperity and to implore his help in adversity.
14. Went to Huldah. It was probably the
urgency of the case that induced them to seek
out Huldah, who was in the ecity, rather than
Zephaniah, or Jeremiah, whose home was at a
distance—in Anathoth, in Benjamin. As much
of the corruption and wickedness of Judah was
due to women, notably to Athaliah, it is signifi-

cant that a woman should be appealed to for in- |

formation and instruction in this crisis. (See
Exod. 15. 20; Judg. 4. 4; Isa. 8. 8.)

16. Behold. These threatenings of the Lord
must have smitten the heart of the king with
fear. (See 2 Chron. 34, 24, where the 1

'
{ 2. Every youth showld follow Josial's exdingl, i,
| 1 early ehoice of God and the vight, At the age
| sixteen he made his decision (2 Chron, 34, 3), 1.
[ this consecrated his youth to God's service,
| B Evary youth should be like Josiah in the th,
onghness and whole-leartedness of his serviee, 11,
turned not aside : let no interests come hetwec
| himself and his duty.

Ae Every youth shonld be like Josiah in the esereis
of his influence,  Read the story, and see how a,
dently he lubored to bring his kingdom into 11,
service of God,

Be Lvery youth should e like Josiah in his I
Jor God’s house.  Let us contribute to its suppor
attend 1ts services, and take a deep interest in i1
welfare,

6e Every youth showld be like Josw in bis int. )
in God’s word. Not only was it read to himsc||
but to others, and he made it the law of his reuli,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T, GRACEY, DD,

We have many illustrations of the interest
tached to the discovery of an old or specially
original religious document. The Jews w1
not inted with the general religion-

is more sweepiug.) Judah was too far gone in
idolatry to be rescued by the good intentions of
her king. The evil thing was in the blood, and
the employment of the most extreme measures
was necessary ; and for this reason, also, the un-
quenchable wrath of Jehovah was kindled
wgainst Judah,

19. B Every determination  for
righteousness, even ifit fail of its fulfillment, will
receive due recompense at the hand of God.
Evil will inevitably befall Judah, but the king,
tender of heart, shall be gathered to his grave in
peace. 8o much at least shall accrue as the re-
sult of sorrow for the sins of others, and of an
avowed purpose to follow the guidance of Jeho-
vah and honor him. But the impending calam-
ity must have embittered the remaining days of
Josiah. So sin pollutes the one who commits it
and entails untold suffering upon others who
had no part in it. Judah was rapidly approach-
ing the moment when penalty was to be inflicted
upon her for her apostasy from Jehovah and for
the unspeakable evils that resulted therefrom.

Thoughts for Young People,
The Example of Josinh.
1. Every youth may lx, like Josiah, a king. He
i~ king over his character, over his mind, over

his opportunities, over his influences, over his
destiny,

teaching of their nation, for in Jehoshaphut -
time the people in all the cities of Judah wer
tuught, the Levites and priests taking the book
of the law with them. But the discovery of .1
original or even an ancient copy would hay.
much the effect of such discoveries in our day

We are delighted, as Hilkiah was, when o
scribes, like Shaphan, can read the oldest hool
The deciphering lends importance to the discos
ery. In our day oriental scholars spend a lit
time deciphering and reading these disclosed
discovered books of the law.

When oriental scholars a comparatively shor
while ago undertook to get at the root of ti.
Brahman religion they were surprised with )
almost impossible task of finding any copy of 1
original Vedas of the Hindus; not even il
sacred city, Benares, itself could furnish a copy
Thousands of learned Brahman priests had neyve
seen a copy. Bits of those holy books were 1
peated ; even long and elaborate quotatio
were pat enough on the lips of the pundits, bu
none of these men had ever seen a copy of th
volume, It was only after patient and persisten !,
as well as the most prudent, search that a who!
copy could be found. uropean scholars lik:
Max Miller translated and reproduced it, and
thus introduced it to the Brahmans themselys
after centuries of concealment,

The wardrobe keeper of the Hebrew templ
had charge of the varions garments kept in
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stock for those officiating in the sacrificial sery-
ices.  Every garment was sacredly preseribed
as to color, as well as to form, and there was the
Most serupulous care tuken that these require-
ments should be conformed to, One priest
might not officiate regularly  enough to he
charged with the duty
ments he was to use should all be
order, and it became necessary
10 take full charge of the vestmonts and keep
them, In like manner there is a wardrobe
keeper in great cathedrals in Europe and else-
where, where the writer has seen garments
which cost, it is said, a thousand dollars each and
in some cases vastly more. These are often a
result of investment by the individual priest,
who bequeaths them to the cathedral in which
he has served,

The keeper of the wardrobe of the priests of
the temple was a distinet office among the Phe-
nician Baal worshipers, and the supply of gar-
mer ts extended to the worshipers, Thisisnot to
be understood to mean all the great company of
worshipers,but those officiating in the ceremonies,
The temple of Baal was very large, and was of
the best and most magnificent  architecture
Tyrlan skill could produce under Ahab, This
had a great vestry with a large stock of robes in
charge of the * keeper of the wardrobe,” There
is some doubt as to the extent to which the wor-
shipers, as well as those officiating in the offer-
ings, were supplied from this wardrobe, but if
the general congregation received distinetive
«ress, it may have been only some badge or em-
blem to be worn on the ordinary dress,

of the proper
0 have an officer

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

The book of the law, Tt was the law of the
Lord that changed nomadie Jewish tribes, roam-
ing the deserts, pitching their tents wherever
there was pasturage, into a unite 1 and powerful
nation, dwelling in habitations, ruled over by

['rosperous kings, A tumultuous mob of slaves, |

cscaping from hondage, were transformed into a
wreat nation,

An awakened conscience,  One evening on my
way to prayer meeting T met a young student
whom I knew to he an unbeliever, I said,
*Come to the meeting with me to-night.”

He replied, “I haven't time. I am preparing
for examination,”

* Have you thought about preparation for that
other examination,” T said, ‘““Prepare to meet
thy God ¢’ "

That single bit of Seripture aronsed his con-

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1.4 YNER,

of seeing that the gur- |

!tho reproofs of instruction are the way of life,”

19

e ————

!Hcil'llu' and brought him to the
and to Christ,— A, % 1)ip,
The Bibde in wational lits,
lkh'vs i strong testimony to the effect of the
Jprimurl Bible in Elizabett's reign,  He says:
“No greater change cvep passed over a na-
tion than passed over England  during  the
| Years which parted 1he middle of the reign of
| Elizabeth from the meeting of the Long Par
‘\ liament, Englana became the people of & book,
Imul that hook was the Bible. It literary and
| social effects were great, but far greater was
| the effect of the Bible on the character of the
“pvnph- at large, A new conception of life—a
‘ new moral and religious impulse spread through
| every class,"
{ Awncrica and the Bible, 1t s historically true
| that Ameriea was born of the Bible; from it
came, in the sixteenth century, the strongest im-
pulses which colonized these shores.—Dr, .J, H.
| Barrowe,

“That hook, sin," said
Ipoiminu to the

“that book, sir,
lic rests,

Told fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of
| your liberties, Write its precepts in your hearts
| and practice them in your lives, To the influ-
ences of this book we are indebted for all prog-

ress in civilization, and to this we must look as
our guide in the futupe, — 17, S, Grant,

prayer nieeting

The historian Green

Andrew Jackson,
family Bible upon the table,
is the rock on which ony repuh-

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. i, KNOWLES,

Ou the fly leaf of a little Bible with which 1
| have long been familiar these words are written $
“" Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his

way? By taking heed thereto according to thy
| Word.” The book was given to a boy in his
| teens, leaving home for school, It looks now as
| every Bible which has been in one's possession
| for years should look—not as though it had
been hidden away in some forgotten place like
| the book Hilkiah found in the temple ; but ity
| leaves are worn as if they had been frequently
| turned, and are full of pencil marks, showing
| that their words have been carefully noted, The
| school days, college life, and busy working
years of the owner of this Bible have proved to
all who knew him that he did take heed to his
ways according to the word. Your life will
never be a failure if the Bible is your daily
counselor, “When thou goest, it shall lead thee ;
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee ; and when
thon wakest, it shall talk with thee 3 for the com-
| mandment is a lamp, and the law is light, and
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This was & great ** find " for Hilkiuh, the priest,
tor the king, and for all the people.  Long, long
before, a8 you may read in the thirty-first chap-
ter of Deuteronomy, Moses wrote the law and
placed it in the ark of the covenant. Ouce in
seven years it was to be brought out and read to
the people to keep them in mind of what God
had commanded. But many changes bad come
to Israel since then. Through wars, defeats,
sorrows, sins, (nd grievous wanderings from
Giod, they had forgotten his law, which, if re-
membered and obeyed, would have kept them
from these evils, Their ignorance of what God had
said did not alter the truth. But how different
it would have been with them if they had known
and believed his word! Even Josiah, who was
trying to do right according 1o his present
kuowledge, had quite a new view of his duty
when Hilkiah read to him this wonderful book.
Right and wrong stood out in clear light ; his
best endeavors and desires had been far from
(tod’s standard of righteousness, and with a sin-
cere micd he set himself to study what was
written. And what he was so eager to study and
nnderstand were the very same commandments
and promises which you may read to-day in the
first five books of the Old Testament. Where is
your Bible? Have you “lost” it? Does it lie
on your tabic unopened? Do you know more
about all sorts of books than you know of this
one? We might find some excuse for the igno-
rance of these people, for there was only one
copy of the law, and they could not read it
themselves. But we each have our own book,
always at hand, open before us, fairly coaxing us
to read it. But often it is lost quite as really as
in the days of Josiah. It is possible that some
even in our own Sunday school may know as
little about it as he did, What would happen if
you should “find” your Bible some day the
way Jeremiah found it when he said, ** Thy words
were found and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart,”
You would get light on questions vital to your
usefulness and happiness.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Begin with the times in which Josiah began to
reign—general neglect of God ; idols worshiped ;
no Bible, ete....Show the nobility of character
which Josiah displayed. Let the Scripture texts
be searched out and read by the scholars in turn,
and explained by the teachers....Josial’s exam-
ple may be presented for imitation of the young,
as given in the Thoughts for Young People....
Notice the hindrances in Josiah’s way over which

noble birth and luxurious surroundings for-
tunate, but in reality they are obstacles to
pure and worthy character. 2, His wicked an
cestry. Both his father and his grandfather were
kings who “ did evil in the sight of the Lord."
3. His evil surroundings. e lived in a wicked
age, when the mass of the population was aban
douned to idolatry and wickedness ... Notice hoy
thorough was Josiah’s devotion to God and hi«
cause, He would have no halfway service. Every
vestige of idol worship was swept away ; the law
was rigorously observed,

Before the Class.
BY GEORGE W, PEASE,

Introduction, After the disastrous reign of
Manassch, about whom we studied in Lesson
VIII, his son Amon reigned for two years, ail
the record is, “1le did that which was evil in tly
sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh did.”
Amon was succeeded by his son, Josiah, one of
the best of the kings of Judah, Give the ¢lus-
some idea of the moral degredation of the peopie
at this time, as shown by the prophets Jeremial
and Zephaniah. Also briefly sketch the early lif.
and probable training of the young king. It
during the temple repairs that the incident hap

pened which is the text of our lesson for to-day.

Developinent of the text,  Place upon the black
board the subject, *The Way of Buccess,” und
the following outline: 1. The unexpected dis
covery; 2. The king’s Inquiry; 8. The Lord's
answer ; 4. The promised blessing,

1. The wnexpected discovery.  While the high
priest Hilkiah was engaged in some work con-
nected with the temple repairs he found an an
cient roll of the law which had been hidden away
during a previous reign or had been thrown into
the accumulated rubbish, Note that («) Hilkinh
was fulfilling his duty when the discovery was
made. Added blessings come to one in the line
of duty. (b) lle shared hisdiscovery with Shaphan,
the scribe, who took it to the king. Be not
selfish with discovered truth; give, =nd give
freely. (¢) The king was interested in the dis-
covery and was ready to listen to this servant
Be ready to receive truth from any source. (/)
The king accepted the word as revealed and
humbled himself before God.

2. The king's inquiry. The reading of the hook
of the law had a remariable effect upon the king,
who immediately sent o special commission of
five persons to inquire further of the Lord “con
cerning the words of this book that is found.”
Note that Josiah shows here («) A spirit of in-
quiry. Ie wished to know more fully the mean-

he trlumphed : 1. His royal birth, Many think

ing and consequences of the words which he had

Drec

heur
his p
half
o) A
Lnok
AW ¢
3, !
lirme:
and g
Note
are e«
repen
to foll
point
averte
remed

to con
the sa
was gi
", (b

teache;
Sucees:
ward
truth,

present

2 And
t they
lish'n-n

Laeears «




Dree. 1L]

INDAY SCHOOL BA NNER, 721

1
heard, () A spirit of loving thoughtfulness for
his people. The inquiry was to be made on be- !
half of his people as well as on his own behalf, ]
“) A spirit of reverence for God's word, The JOSIAIL—Evans, Seripture Biography, vol. i,
100k was accepted without question as being the | page 184, Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page
nw of God, and hence to be followed. 487.  Robinson, Seripture Characters, page 264,

3. The Lord’s answer, The prophetess con- | Blake, Zivle Chitdyen, pago 130, Ruwlinson, Kings
lirmed to the king the message of condemnation | of Zerael and Judah, page 216 Smith, Frophets of
and punishment which he had read in the book, | Sorrow, page 16, Cheyne, Jeremiah, page K7,
Note here that () God's threatened punishments | Morris, Sucred Bicgraphy, vo. ii, page 25. Bt
are conditioned. They may be escaped through | Zducator, vol. iv, page 216, Geikie, Old Testament
repentance. (b)) These punishments are certain Fortraits, page 304, Stanley, Jewish Chureh, vol, i,
to follow a continuance in the evil course, (e) A | pages 530-562.  Kittel, History of the Hebrews (in-
point may be reached where they cannot be |dex). Ewald, History of Lvael (index). Kent,
averted. A time comes when there is “no | History of the Hebrew Poople, vol, il, page 172,
temedy " (2 Chron. 86, 16); when God's wrath | Geikie, Howrs with the Bible, vols, v, vi, (index),
**shall not be quenched (2 Kings 22, 17), Geikie, Zandmarks of Old Testament History, page

4. The promised blessing. A special morcy was (288, IHengstenberg, Kingdom of Godin the ol
sliown the king, and although the threatened pun- | Testament, vol. i, pages 247-249,
ishment was to fall upon the people, it was not | HiLkian e Hign Priest.—Kittel, History o
to come in Josiah's reign, but he was to be spared | the Hebrews, vol. fi, page 883, Ewald, History of
the sad sight. Note here that (a) This blessing | Fsracl (index),  Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol.
was given becanse of humble repentance (verse | v, page 146,

9. (b) The punishment of the nation was de- | SuAPHAN.—Kittel, History of the Iebre s,
layed. Thus the blessing was extended to others, | Ewald, History of Israel, vol, iv, pages 233, 215,

Specificappliontion. Josiah, the young reformer, | Geikie, Hours with the Bible,
teaches us the needful lesson that “The Way of | FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK OF Bisik Mansgxs
Success” is to have an open, inquiring mind to- [ AND Custous : Ver. 8, Ancient lLooks, 414, 511,
ward the truth, a spirit of reverence for the | Ver. 11, Rending the clothes, 70
truth, and ready acceptance of the truth when ey
presented, | Blackboard.

S BY J. T. HARTNAGE L, EsQ

/——Kf’\-\‘, e ol
—BLESSED_ARE THEY}”))

Library Refererices,

OPTIONAL HYMNS, |

How precious is the book diy ine,
Now let my soul, eternal King.
Thy word, almighty Lord,

Sing them over again to me,

O happy day.

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me, !
Give me the Bible, |
Holy Bible, book divine, |
Holy Bible, well T love thee., ]
What glory gilds the sacred Page. !

-_———

LESSON XI. TRYING TO DESTROY GOD'S WORD. [Deec. 11,
GOLDEN TEXT. The word of our God shall stand forever, Isa. 40.8.

Autuorizen Vegrsion® |

Tor. 86. 20-33. [ Conmit to memory verse 82,
[Read the chapter.]

REVISED Version,
20 And they went in to the king into the court ;
2 And i f051 408l e bkt " but they had laid up the roll in the chamber
Ar’th:-kv ltnllo :IVI“"""'; x(-:yllleln ':‘l‘le" J{.mﬁ’hc.ﬂuf.f of E-lish'a-ma the scribe; and they told all the
i n the scribe, and told all the words in | 21 Words in the ears of the king. 8o the king sent
of tho king, Je-hu'di to feteh the roll : and he took it out
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21 80 the king sent Je-hu'di to fetch the roll:
and he took it out of E-lish'a-ma the scribe’s
chamber. And Je-hu'di read it in the cars of
the king, and in the ears of all the princes which
stood beside the king.

22 Now the king sat in the winter house in the |

ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth
burning before him,

23 And it came to pass, that when Je-hu'di had
road three or four leaves, he cut it with the pen-
knife and cast it into the fire that ras on the
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire
that was on the hearth.

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their
garments, neither the king nor any of his servants
that heard all these words,

25 Nevertheless El-na‘than and De-la-i'ah and
Giem-a-ri'ah had made intercession to the king
that ke would not burn the roll; but he would
not hear them.

26 But the king commanded Je-rah-me’el the
son of Ham'me-lech, and Ser-a-i'ah the son of
Az'ri-el, and Shel-e-mi‘ah the son of Ab'de-el, to
take Ba'ruch the scribe and Jer-e-mi'ah the
prophet: but the Lokp hid them.

27 Then the word of the Lorp came to Jer-e-
mi‘ah, after that the king had burned the roll,
and the words which Ba'ruch wrote at the mouth
of Jer-e mi'ah, saying,

28 Take thee again another roll, and write in
it all the former words that were in the first roll,

which Je-hoi'a-kim the king of Ju'dah hath

bhurned.

20 And thou shalt say to Je-hoi‘a-kim Kking of |
Ju'dah, Thus saith the Lokrp, Thoa hast burned |

this roll, saying, WLy hast thou written therein,
saying, The king of Bab'y-lon shall certainly

come and destroy this land, and shall cause to

cease from thence man and beast?

30 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of Je-hoi'a-
kim king of Ju'dah ; He shall have none to sit
upon the throne of Da'vid: and his dead body

shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in 3

the night to the frost.

31 And I will punish hini and his seed and his
servants for their iniquity; and I will bring
upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Je-ru'sa-
lem, and upon the men of Ju'dah, all the evil
that I have pronounced against them ; but they
hearkened not.

32 Then_ took Jer-e-mi'ah another roll, and |

gave it to Ba'ruch the seribe, the son of Ne-ri'ah ;
who wrote therein from the mouth of Jer-e-
mi‘ah all the words of the book which Je-hoi'a-
kim king of Ju'dah had burned in the fire: and
then: were added besides unto them many like
words,

Time.—About December, B. C. 605 or 604,

Place.—The palace of Jeholakim, which
was probably very near to the temple in Jern-
salem,

of the chamber of E-lish'a-ma the scribe, A
Je-hu'di read it in the ears of the king, «
in the ears of all the princes which stood hes
the king. Now the King sat in the wint
house in the ninth mouth : and there was a i,
3 in the brasier burning before him. And
came to pass, when Je-hu'di had read thy
or four leaves, that the king cut it with 1
penknife, and cast it into the fire that wa
the brasier, until all the roll was consumed
24 the five that was in the brasier. And t
were not afraid, nor rent their garmen
neither the king, nor any of his servants tt
heard all these words, Moreover El-na'tt
and De-la-i'ah and Gem-a-ri'ah had made int
cession to the king that he would not buen (
26 roll ; but he would not hear them. And 1.
king commanded Jer-ah-me'el the king's s
and Ser-a-i'ah the son of Az'ri-el, and Sh
mi'ah the son of Ab'de-el, to take Ba'ru
the seribe and Jer-e-mi‘ah the prophet: b
the Lorp hid them,

Then the word of the Lorp cawme to Jor
mi‘ah, after that the king had burned v
roll, and the words which Ba'ruch wrote at 1)

28 mouth of Jer-e-mi'ah, saying, Take thee ag
another roll, and write in it all the forn
words that were in the first roll, which Je-ho

20 a-kim the king of Ju'dah hath burned. A\

concerning Je-hoi'a-kim king of Ju'dah thou
shalt say, Thus saith the Lorp: Thou ha-
burned this roll, saying, Why hast thos
written therein, saying, The King of Bab'y-lor
shall certainly come and destroy this land

and shall cause to cease from thence n

and beast? Therefore thus saith the Lo
concerning Je-hoi'a-kim king of Judah : He
shall have none to sit upon the throne of

Da'vid : and his dead body shall be cast

in the day to the heat and in the night to th.

frost. And I will punish him and his sccd
and his servants for their iniquity ; and |
will bring upon them, and upon the inhat
itants of Je-ru'sa-lem, and upon the men of

Ju'dah, all the evil that I have pronounced

32 against them, but they hearkened not. Then
took Jer-e-mi'ah another roll, and gave it
to Ba'ruch the scribe, the son of Ne-riul
who wrote therein from the mouth of Jor-
mi'ah all the words of the book which Je-ho
kim king of Ju'dah had burned in the fire
and there were added besides unto thew
many like words,

Home Readings.
M. Writing the prophecy, Jer. 36. 1-10
Tu. Reading the word. Jer. 36, 11-19.
W. Trying to DestroyGod's Word. Jer, 36,2002,
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7%, Despising the word. der. 11, 1-10,
2 Rejecting God's word, Isa, 30, 8-17
Christ’s reproof of rejecters,
3047,
Rejecting and receiving,  Acts 13, 1-11,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 23, New Canadian Hymnal,

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty !
Gratefully adoring our song shall rise to thee,

No. 27, New Canadian Hymnal,

The Church's one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord,

No. 51, New Canadian Hymnal,

How fim a foundation, ¥ye saints of the Lord,
Is Taid for your faith in his excellent word !

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
L. Jehoiakim’s Crime, v. 2.2

Who was Jehoiakim v

To whom did the Lord give i message
Judah ¥ Verses 1-3,

Who delivered this message to Judah ¥
Why ¢ Verses 4-10,

How did the king learn of the
Verses 16-19,

What did the princes do with the roll »

What command did the king give about jt v

Who read the message to the King

Where and when did this oceur ¥

What did the king do with the roll ¥

How did the act affect those present ¥

Who protested against the sacrilege »

What command did the king

Why was it not executed ¥
2. Jehoiakim’s Sentence, v, 2

o whom did another message come ¥

What was the prophet bidden to do v

Why had Jehoiakim burned the roll »

What was Jehoiakim’s sentenee ¥

How fully did Jeremiah obey God ¥

What says the Gorpex TexT wubont God’s
word ¥

against
Wien ¥

message ¥

givey

Teachings of the Lesson.

The sinner hates rebuke,

luessenger of rebuke. e would destroy both,

Rut God’s word lives and God's messengers will
rebuke sin so long as sin exists,

2 Man's malice against God is futile. God
Wil be vietor in every contest, Better cease the
unequal warfare. Surrender and sue for peace,

i God’s word is sure, History confirms it,
Experience attests it. No promise ever failed,

Johu 5.

He also hates the |

NUNDAY SCHooy, BANNER,

His judgments ype
less true,

certain g his rewards are o
TIONS ror
SCHOLAR
L Jehoiakim®s Cri

IRMEDIATE
20

e
What did the princes do with (e prophet's
roll ¥
What did they tell the King ¢
| What did the King de
| Where dia this interview oceur v
| As Jehndi read what did the
| roll »
How did the aet affect the King
lants v

King do to the
and his sery-

Who remonstrated aguinst burning the proll v

What command did the King give v
Why was not the command executed v
What was the king's Crime

2. Jehoiakim?’s Sentence, v. 27-3.
To whom did the Lopa send a messy,
What was Jeremial bidden to do v
What had the king said to him ¥
What was Jeremiah to say to the

his erime ¥

Verse 20,
king about

What was the king's sentence ¥

Who also were to he punished with him ¢
What evil would come upon Judah ¥
What is the Gorpey Texry

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are Wwe taught—
1. To revere God's law ¥
2. To obey God's commandments ¥
o To fear God's judgments on sin

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who'was now the King of Judahy Jehoins

| kim, the son of Josiah,

What was this king s The
good father,

What prophet was sent to warn the people v

Who used to write down the words of Jere-
miah? Baruch,

Were they written in a book ¥

Who read God's word one
Baruch,

Who told the princes about jty
man who feared the Lord,

How did the prinees feel when they heard it »
They were frightened,

Whom did they tell¥ The King.

What did he do? He had the roll brought
and read to him.

Where was he sitting ¥
house,

bad son of a

day to the people v

A young

Before a fire in his
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What did he do with the roll v e had it 4. What did God tell Jevemiah to doy Tal.
burned in the fire, another roll and write God’s warninz.
What did he show by this act ¥ "T'hat he did again.
not care for the holy word of God. 5. What was to hefall the King and oo
What did the Lord tell Jevemiah to 4o 'To  peath and destruction.
write the words in another roll,
What can the mightiest King never do?  Dee |
stroy the word of the Lord.
What should we he careful to do ¥ Reverence
s word. AEW CHURUH CATECHISM,

6. What is the Goroes Text? *“The wond
of our God,*” cie,

12, What are the duties to God enjoined it
THE LESSON CATECIHISM, | first table of the Ten Commandments?

(¥or the stitipe sclival,) The duties enjoined in the first table are

1. What did the princes repeat to King Je- | acknowledgment and service of the only true G
holukim? God?s warnings which Jeremiah [ His worship in spirit and trath, without supe
had written. stitious and idolatrous forms; reverence for l

o - : ki i P " name ; and observance of the day set apar!
. 2. \\Ilmiltdnl the king do ¥ Cut the voll and | religious rest and worship.
nrned it,

3. Who hid Jeremiah and Barueh from  his
anger? The Lord hid them.

1 Corinthians x. 14, Wherefore, my dearly
| loved, flee from idolatry,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Foes of the Word.

L Surrrise ve e Wonn, IV, DestrovizG mie Worn,

They Wi wp the voll, v, 20, Cust it into the fire, v, 25,

Prophesy not any more.  Amos 7. 12, 1, Set at nought.  Prov.
Not to speak at all.  Aets 4,18, Thou hatest instruction.
1. Reaping mne Wokn, " TuE DESTROYER OF THE Wokn,

Road it . ki vos il 5 21, T owill poewish b, vs, 30, 31,
Hear....not understand. \n»h 28, 7. The Lord will not spare.  Deut, 22, 19, 2
Men loved darkness,  John 3, 19, Suddenly be destroyed.  Prov, 20, 1,

1L MurioaTing Tue Wonn, VI Tue Livineg Wonrn,

Cut it with the peuknife, Auother vll .. covote all, v, 32,

If any man shall take away. Rev, 22, 19, Words....not pass away.  Matt, 24
All the counsel of God,  Aets 20, | Word of God....onot hound, 2 Tim.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

When the good King Josiah was killed by the archers of Pharaoh-necho at the battle of Mey
hig kingdom was left defense . The empires of Assyria on the east and Egypt on the west va
claimed Judah as its frontier provinee, and cach maintained its claim by levying heavy tribute
Jewish independence was for the time impossible, and each new sovereign had to make ervitical
choice between imperial masters,  Shallum, sometimes called Jehoahaz, was erowned in Josiuh's
stead, True to his father’s policy and to prophetic adviee, he favored the Chaldeans against th
Egyptians, But he was as unsuccessful as his father, llu- Egyptian monarch captured him ¢
placed Jehoiakim, his brother, on the throne, after having exacted from him heavy annual trilrin
Soon after this Pharaoh was himself defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, who overran all Palestine,
hoiakim was f¢ «d to submit, and was then reinstated, but as a vassal king.  Nebuchadnez: v
still in the first year of Lis reign when our lesson begins,  Jeremiah had been prophesying in 1o
sulem for nearly a quarter of a century. By inspiration he knew, what the politicians of the 4
could not see, that the apparent decline of Assyria only transferred the supreme power from Nine
veh to Babylon, and that Egypt must fall sooner than its great castern vival. By God’s direction
he now undertook to guide Jehoiakim and his counselors in a course which, if followed, would
have brought prosperity instead of disaster to Jernsalem, Commanded by God o write down all
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Dee. 11,

lis revelations from the beginning of his
Because he was * shut up “—though why,
inable to go to the temple, and Baruch went in
feast day, and the comts were crowded,
toreport in the palace what he heard,
the princes, who were discussing the th

the words of God, and hastened to the Kito s with

Verse 20. They went i The * princes,™
The court. Doubtless an inner rec angle of the
palace, like the seraglio of the Turkish sultan
They laid up the roll in the chamber of
Elishama the scribe. In the archives of the

ctary of state. They did this withont the
king’s knowledge, It was doubtless to their
minds a most valuable manuseript, Told all
the words in the ears of the king.
they dared not venture wi
lioiakim’s presence, neverthe 58, however care-
less the King and his conrtiers might be, they
felt that the message must he sounded in his
vars,

21. Jehudi. An official messenger,
feteh the roll, e wanted 1o hear the
vy for himself. In the ears of all the
princes, This was the second time they heard it,
Stood beside the king. They respectfully
stood while he sut in state on his Persian rug.

22. The king sat in the winter house,

proph-

““The house of winter” was the innermost, most |

sheltered part of the palac onth,
December. A fire on the hearth, ““A fire in
A pots™ “in a brasier "—(Revised Version), In
the East rooms are warmed by fires of charcoal
burned in pots of earthenware which ave pl
ina depression in the middle of the room,

23. When Jehudi had read three or four
leaves,
cutit with the penknife, The king did. He
100k from Jehudi's hand the scribe’s knife, which
wasused for mending pens, and slashed the man-
liscript.  Om the hearth. In the firepan,

24. Yet they were not afraid.  These piti-
ubly bad men did not know in what a crisal hour
they stood, and even the princes who looked on
Jeremiah with friendly eyes did not share his
lorror when the roll curled up in the flames of
Jehoiakim’s hrasier,

25. Elnathan, ctc, Prine
cessions  The word indicates the deepest feel-
ing. They would have helped Jehoiakim to do
vight if he had allowed them, He would
not hear them. Ile had determined to do
wrong,

26, The king commanded Jerahmeel the
son of Hammelech, This should be ¢ the son
ol the king;** althongh not Jehoinkim’s son, he

aced

Made intere

SCNDAY ScH

ministry, he employed the serile Baruch
or by whom, or how is not pl

\ young nobleman listened With reverence
As a result Baruch the scribe was «
reatening affairs of state,

Though |
1 the roll into Je- |

To |

Three or four columns of writing, He |

VOL BANNELR.

as his sec

s himiself
o public
and hastened
alled into the session of

ain-=the prophet wa

his place and read God's words, It w

Th:

this new divine moesse

» 100, were frightened 1y
Onr lesson folloays,

Was evidently one of i royal family,
other two men nothing is known. To take.

To Iny hold of, ux prisoners of state,  He would
not only burn the prophecy, he would kill the
prophets, But the Lord hid them. Perhaps
‘h,\ supernatural means, hut the devout writer:
| of this book believed that all things, even
what we would call most natural, were God's
doings,

27. The word of the Lord came 10 Jeres
miah. God knew the srophet’s hiding place
[ and gave him work to do, The rolly and the
words, The roll of the words ; the manuseript,

28. Take thee again anotl roll, Which
second roll may have been the original copy of
| the present hook of Jeremiah, 1t has be:

posed that at this time Jeremiah w andered as far
[ away from Jerusalem as to the Euphrates,

29, This message we have not heard of hefore ;
it is what Jehovah had originally sent to Jeye-
miuh.  The king of Babylon is Nebuchad-
nezzar.  Shall certainly come and destroy.
‘ Nebuchadnezzar had once been to Jerusalem, and
people knew what to expect if he came again,
Cause to cense from thence man and beast,

A most terrible prophecy of desolation, It de-
| notes the utter extermination of living erea-

tures,
| 30. He shall have none tosit upon the
throne of David.  After Jehoiakim's death his
youthful son attempted to seat himself on thay
throne, but after two months of turbulence he
| was taken captive to Bubylon and never again
| Saw the city of his fathers, His dead body
[ shall be cast out, A repetition of Jer, 22, 19,
g'l'hh‘ Prophecy was doubtless fultilled, but we
| have no knowledge of the historie facts,
| 3L Him .\ . hisseed , . . his servants
(+ + « the inhabitants of Jerusalem . . ,
| the men of Judah. Al the different classes of
| the community ified because all had
{united in the crin The whole of the little
" nation was demoralized. '
| 32, From the mouth of Jeremiah. This
| means, as the same phrase means in verse 2 7, at
the dictation of Jeremialy, Many like words,
Many words that agreed with those on the de-
stroyed roll, 8o Jehoiukim’s sin, like every other
endeavor to frustrate the plans of God, failed,

Of the

sup-
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SCHOOL BANNEL.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Jeremiah is one of the illwstrious figures in
Jewish history. Not as cloquent as Isaiah, nor
gifted with the ability to work miracles as Elijah
was, he stands out as an unflinching reformer in
a wicked and perverse generation. Naturally
of a timid disposition, he was sublimely cour-
ageous, and did not shrink from attacking
sin, even if his arrows struck the king himself,
He stood for the honor of Jehovah, and though
his life was constantly in jeopardy, he went
resolutely forward in the prosecution of his great
work.,

Verse 20. They went in to the king, Jere-
miah’s carcer as a prophet had apparently made
but little impression upon the people. They did
not turn away from their wickedness, nor was it
likely that they would as long as the king contin-
ued in his sinful courses. But the command came
to write out his prophecies and have them read
to the people, with the hope that their eyes might
be opened and the king's evil career checked.
That the plan was perilous did not deter Jere-
miah, although Baruch seemed to hesitate at per-
forming his part, for he exclaimed, *‘ Woe is me

now ! for the Loed hath added grief to my sor- |

row."” The anxiety of Baruch suggests the terror
that scized the servant of Elisha when he ex-
claimed, **Alas, my master | how shall we do?”
The answer of Elisha ought to have comforted
the heart of Baruch, * Fear not, for they that be
with us are more than they that be with them.”
When (lod calls for service, even though the
conditions and consequences of it seem appall-
ing, there should be no quailing, but eager re-
sponse ; for God's servants are merely the
instruments of his purpose, and have no respon-
sibility for causes or results, provided they dis-
charge their duty with fidelity,

23. He cut it with the penknife, Whether
the king did this himself or Jehudi did it at the
king’s orders is not clear. The Revised Version
substitutes *“the king" for ““he” in this verse,
and this is probably warranted by the best au-
thorities. In any case Jehoiakim was a party to
the contemptuous deed. It is unlikely that the
entire roll was read ; the anger of the king could
not be restrained, and only three or four columns
were read, for, as Kiel remarks, ** the meaning,
peculiar to the imperfect, of the continuation or
repetition of an act, is fully made out by suppos-
ing that the king cut down the roll bit by bit
and threw the pieces into the fire one after the
other.” Whlle only a portion was read, all was
o kim has many foll s who
read only a portion of God’s word, and, becoming

1

| nacle shall he hide me.”

displeased because of the portrayals therein
their own sinful state, cast away the whole of |
Then there are others who, under the guise o
scholarship, take out their penknives and cut |
the word, casting out this as fiction, and that .-
incredible, ..ud the other as doubtful or imp.
sible, until there is little left. But the labor «
these penknife critics is in vain, for * the wor
the Lord shall stand forever,”

26. The Lord hid them. The anger of 1|
king swept him beyond the wickedness of bur
ing the scroll and carried him to the determi:
tion to commit murder, for the awful fate t
tradition says overtook Isaiah at the hands
Manasseh would probably have been meted oy
to Jeremiah if he had fallen into Jehoiaki
hands, David’s psalm may have comforted 1
heart of the prophet in his concealment ;: “ Whin
the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes can
upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled 1.
fell. For in the time of trouble he shall hide
in his pavilion ; in the secret place of his tuli:
If our eyes were |

holden, we would see that *“ the angel of the Lond
encampeth round about them that fear him, 1

delivereth them,”

28. Another roll. The destruction of u roll
did not interfere with the purpose of God, 1or
did it alleviate the sccret dread that must hiv
been in the mind of the king, Those who
tempt to thwart God’s plans are liable to sufior
injury, while benedictions rest upon the serv
of his holy will, This is well illustrated by th
concucet of Josiah, father of Jehoiakim, as con
trasted with that of the king, The former, wiin
the book of the law of Moses was found, inne-
diately repented and inaugurated a series o
forms, and so averted the calamities that throat
ened the nation. The latter ignored the warnings
of God's prophet, destroyed his word, sousht
to kill the messengers of God, and, incurring the
divine displeasure, suffered the terrible cons-
quences of his evil deeds,

31. But they hearkened not. Ther vi
dently was no penitence in the heart of Joloi
akim, Had there been, he would have been for-
given, as were Manassch, David, and otlers,
who had repented of their sins, His heart was
hardened, and he turned not from the wuy of
wickeduess, but continued to do ““that which
was evil in the sight of the Lord his God.” Ilis
career is a frightful illustration of Paul's de« lura-
tion, * Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.”
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Thoughts for Young People,
God and Satan Use Familiar Tools,

Lo An ordinary pen. All sorts of documents
~—mortgages, marriage contracts, messages of
hate, and tender letters—had been written in
turn by that pen and its fellows, But now God
used it for the conveyance of his message of sal-
vation to distressed people on the brink of ruin,
low do you use your peny

2. Ordinary skill. Baruch's writing became
slorified, because it was the words of God which
were dictated to him, IHag your ordinary s
leen consecrated to God ¥

3. Aw ordinary boy's lon o sensation, Young
Michaiah was probably, like every other boy,
fend of finding out what caused a crowd. His
curiosity led him to listen to Baruch, and his de-
sive to tell a wonderful tale made his heels fly as
he ran to the room where his father and the
other princes were in session, God uses just
such simple means now to spread the news of a
revival,

4o An ordinary penknife, 1t Liad been used for
2ood, bad, and indifferent purposes. But just
now the evil spirit in the king's heart impels him
1o seize it and destroy the last message of merey
that an indulgent God would send him., Every
simple fact in life may be turned into an instru-
ment of evil,

S An ordinary fire, That old varthen pot had
warmed itself through with a charcoal fire on
many a winter's day before, but just now the
devil made use of it to complete the mischief
hegun by the penknife in his servant’s hand,

6. Ordinary repetition, When your best work
lias been done and the devil has destroyed it,
what then? Do it over again. The bad men
who saw Baruch’s roll curl up in flames prob-
ubly thought that this was the end of it, The
“00d men may very likely have expected a sud-
den outburst of miraculous wrath from an of-
fended God; but God took the ordinary means
—another pen, another roll, another dictation,

7e Ordinary events, Every threat in that burned
roll was fulfilled. Jeholakim met his painful
and ignominious death ; his son was swept from
the throne; Jerusalem was laid in ashes ; the
people were taken across the dreary desert as
slaves ; the captivity was experienced, and they
\ere restored, just as Jeremiah had said,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

he scribe of our day and the scribe of the
New Testament times should not be taken as
the type of the seribe in Jeremiah’s time. In
the time of the kings the Hebrew scribes were

p
1 alw,
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L BANNER,

recognized and supported by the state. They
were a learned, organized, and influential body
of men, The scribe was in honor quite equal to
that of the high priest or chief of the army in
David’s time, « Seraiah the seribe " ig mentioned
as among the high officers of Dayvid’s court, as
|one might speak of members of the cabinet of
the Queen of Great, Britain as Se ry of
State or Sceretary of War, This scribe
not merely a clerk or COpyist, or even one with
unctilions knowledge of letters.  There has
been a free use of the term “seribe,” and

ng use in the several periods of Isracl's
| history. The scribes had the care of the law,
j meaning the sacred rolls of their revealed Serip-
tures, It was their duty to make transeripts of
them, and also to expound them as lawyers or
| Judges, thus serving in a general way as record-
€rs, attorneys, or sc hoolmasters,

In Egypt scarcely anything was done without
writing, Seribes were employed on all oceasions,
whether public or private, secular or sacred. In
every business transaction of the least impor-
tance the people resorted to the written document
and the scribe was always in demand, Seribes

}uml stewards furnished in written document the
| number of flocks, of household effects, of farm-
ing implements, and occurrences. The mummies
| of Egypt have been found wrapped in papyrus,
Or paper, covered with daily accounts of cash
| received and paid out, pasted or gammed layer
over hayer,

The winter in Palestine, espoc ially at night
cold enough to require a fire, though no “hearth’
in the sense in which that term s used in north-
eruand western Europe and in the United States.
The “bearth” was a movable pot of brass or
other metal for holding a bed of coals, There is
no chimney, op fireplace,” as we would say, but
these vessels for holding fire for heating a room
are placed in the center of the apartment, that
the family may go to them and warm themselves ;
and yet sometimes the oven in which baking
was done was also utilized 10 warm the room,
The rich burn wood or charcoa! in the brass
or carthen pots placed in any part of the room,

| While the poor burn sticks on the earthern floor,

The casting out of a dead body to lie unburied
is as great a calamity as could be threatened
among Hebrews, One of the remarkable features
of Jewish social life is the exceeding tenderness
of children toward deceased parents, Though
they live at a great distance from the home, they
endeavor 1o return to visit the graves of their
parents on the anniversary of the death of either
parent ; and if this is impracticable, they will
hire some pious poor Jew to repeat the formula
of prayersin their stead. They never mention

wis
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the name of any deceased triend or relative with- |
ont adding, ** Remember the name of the hnl_\"
one with hlessings,”

By Way of lilustration,

Trying to destroy God's word. Tt is related of a
heathen princess of hideous countenanee that, on
looking intoa mirror which a missionary had, and
seeing her ugliness, she destroyed the glass in
rage, and ordered that no more mirrors should
be brought into her kingdom. T onee saw g
man in a railway carriage, to whom a leaf of the
New Testament had been given, crumple it up in |
his hand, fling it on the floor, spit on it, and
grind it under his heel.  This action was as
vidiculous as it was impotent, The word of
God was not destroyed.—Itntecost,

T'wo Kinds of witne: The king's servants be-
cume parties to his terrible act by silently ac-|
quiescing. They arve like Saul, who held the !
clothes for those who stoned Stephen, T'mi
often timid Christisus are overborne by wicked
mmxmnlulm, as Peter in the high priest’s palace,

 The Lovd hid them.”  The Lord hid hh]\rnph- |
et and his scribe. ITe so hid Elijah from the |
wrath of Ahab. Ie delivered Elisha, by con-
cealment, from the wrath of a heathen king,  He
preserved the lives of Daniel and the Hebrew
children even in a lions’ den and in a furnace of
ible Studies.
rd of Gl wot destroged.  The Bible is a |
book which has been refuted, demolishéd, over-
thrown, and exploded more times than any other
book you ever heard of. Fvery little while
somebody starts up and upsets this book ; and
it is like upsetting a =olid cube of granite.
When you have upset it, it is right side up, and
when you overturn it again it is right side up
still,

Voltaire overthrew the Bible a century ago,
Up to that time there had been produced about |
five million copies of the Seriptures since the
world began. From that time to 1580 the statis-
tics of eighty Bible societies show that one hun- |
dred and sixty-five million copies of the Bible
aud portions of it have been distributed through
their agency, to say nothing of the millions of |
Bibles issued by private publishers. Between
18M and 1880 there were two hurdred and six |
new translations, For a book that has been |
exploded so many times it still shows signs of
considerable life,.—H, L. Hustings,

Dicture in Wyelifs Bitle, There 1s a picture |
frontispiece in Wyelif’s Bible which shows a fire |
burning and spreading rapidly, representing true
Christianity. Around this fire arg significant
persons trying to put the fire out, One with

| eould be found in Bohemia were burned, *¢

horns and tail represents Satan.  Another is ti
pope with his red-coated cardinals, who forbu!
the cireulation of the Bible among the comm,
people,  Another represents infidelity, Ay
length one suggests that they all make a unite
effort to blow on the fire till they blow it on
The resolution is adopted, and there they ar
with swollen cheeks and extended lips, blowi
upon the fire with all their might, but, instead

blowing it out, they are blowing it up, and th
only blow themselves out of breath, The fin

inextinguishable,—Richard Rolerts,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

John Huss, the martyr reformer, said, whon by
command of the pope all religious books whic!

does not consume trath,”  The indestruetibilit
of the word of God is more wonderful than o
dream of romance, Every age of the world hy-
thrust against it poisoned arrows, but the lif
forces within it overcome all. Its survival
through the ignorance of fanatics, the hatred of
wicked men, and the assault of unfriendly critic«
is proof of its divine origin. Never question (1

truth of your Bible until you have inform:d
vourself of its marvelous history and its inilu
ence upon the progress of nations, It is no
mark of good sense to speak lightly of this sin

| gular book. It is rather a display of ignoran

The story of its translation into two hundred
and fifty languages is full of dramatie intercst
Men and women have spent years in hard, unre
munerating labor, slowly going over syllable by
syllable, making a language where none existd,
by which the thoughts of God could be brought
to the consciousness of the unlettered people
and its teachings, transforming savages into
| peaceable, civilized heings, have proved the value
4>f this self-sacrificing toil.

The young king of Judah was comfortable 1ie-
fore the fire on the hearth that winter day in
Jerusalem.  Accustomed to luxury as his right,
sheltered in his elegant palace, with its lurge
chambers, with ceilings of cedar, the color of i
vichly painted walls contrasting warmly with
the winter scene without, the soft firelight
throwing a rosy glow upon the luxurious sur-
roundings—what cared the king that all this ele-
gance was builded by unrighteousness ? that his
neighbor’s service had been used without wages,
and he had not given him for his work ¢ He wus
complaisantly easy—why should he be disturhed
by tooserious thoughts ? But Jehudi comes with
#he book which had just made a stir among the
prinnos as he sat down and read it to them, The
Hmz had heard of this, and his cnrlosity was
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|
roused to inquire what they were talking about, |
~0 at his command Jehudi reads. Why, the|
hook is personal ! It speaks straight to the con-
science of the man who listens ! It calls him by
name and wirrors his character so accurately |
that he can but recognize it, Who dares expose |
himso? Who dares say to him, “Thineeyes and
thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and
for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, |
und for violence, to do it *” Who has the an-
ducity to declare that he, the king, “shall be !
buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem ¢ (Jor, 22),
Such a book shall not exist! e seizes it from
Jeindi’s hand, tears it with his penknife, and
throws it into the fire,  Foolish king! “Firec
not consume the truth.”  The end of his ¢
as foretold came by the hand of the king of |
Babylon, and the contents of the roll he thought |
to have destroyed we ' ain to Jeremiah |
by the Lord, and rewritten by his scribe, It has
always been so, and so will ever be. The truth
in the word abideth forever, and even its mate-
1 form is preserved throngh the ages by the |
overruling hand of the Author of that trutl, [

The Teachers’ Meeting.

|
This is a lesson for pictures—vivid pictures,

It is freighted with the most solemn lessons, but |
they are dramatically taught, and it would be a |
sad blunder to turn from the dramatic fire and
pathos of the text to a dust-dry a IR
hegin with, picture the historical ¥ kground— |
the Jews’ fear of Fxypt and their terror of Nine- |
veh g Josial's death ; his successor's overthrow
I"haraoh’s selection of Jeho 1 to be monareh,
and, later, Nebuchadnezzar's siege and enforced |
suzerainty....In treating the lesson picture the
prophet’s heartbreaking monotone of woe, re-
peated for a quarter of a century, and the univer-
sal hatred which it aroused ; Jeremiah committing
lis prophecies to writing ; Barueh reading God's
word in the temple conrt 5 the eagerboy who ran
with the news of this latest sensation to his fu-
ther and the assembly of prine the second
vading of the roll before the princes ; the third
reading of the roll before the king and its de-
struction; the hiding of the prophet and the
inter rewriting of the scroll....Or deal with the
persons of the lesson: 1. The prophet, 2, The
princes, 8, The king, Baruch and the messen- |

<ers to come in incidentally, and each person- |
Wity to be a starting point for religious instrue- |
tion,...Or take the history of the word of Gmll‘
asan outline: Uttered, defied ; written, burned ;|
rewritten, fulfilled to the letter,
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Before the Class,

Introduction,  “The Prosperous reign of Josiah
was brought to un untimely end by his death on
the battleficld of Megiddo, during u war into
which he rashly enteped aguinst Necho, king of
Egypt. Jehoahaz, was placed upon
the throne, but in three months time was gent
by King Necho in chains to Egypt, where he
died.  Eliakim, another son of Josiah, was then
enthroned, his name being changed to Jehoiakim,
The incident in our lesson deals with this King
and his treatment of Jeremiah and his warnings,
Present brieflf to the class something of the life
and work of the great prophet Jeremiah,

Devdlopunent of the tert,  Place upon the black-
board the subject, *The W uy of Foolighness,"
and the following divisions of the lesson: 1,
The fearless prophet ; The foolish king; 3.
The faithful princes ; 4. The fearful doom,

L The fearloss prophet,  Jeremiah had been
commanded to write down the revelations whiel
had been given hincand read them to the people.
This was done by Baruch, the seribe, who ulso
went to the temple and read them to the people,
(See verse 5. Note («) Jereminh obeyed God at
it personal risk,  Others of the prophets had

Josiah's son,

been put to death by the King. (4) It was a hard
duty which was imposed upon him—the thr
fearful

Ut -
i people he

ening  with
loved,

The fun

punishment

Jeholakim, when he heard
the words which Jeremial had written, cut the
roll in s, and cast the entire manuscript
into the five burning on a brasier before him,
Note that the king by .-.mluing(u;'l‘hrkuw:.,\
his last chance for merey. A way of escape from
the impending doom was clearly pointed out hy
he prophiet, but this way was not acceptable to
the King.  (4) Acted foolishly and childishly, for
the truth of what was contained in the roll could
have been made eertain by abundant evidence if
such had been sought, () Made the great but
still common mistake of thinking that by destroy-
ing the message and the messenger he would
escape the threatened consequences of his wicked
life. There are many to-day who act with refer-
ence to the Bible just as foolishly as King Jehoia-
kim of old.  Question the class as to the results
of such an attitude toward truth,

8. The fuithful prinees, Certain of the princes
protested against the king's action, They thought
that his defiant attitude would surely bring
judgment upon the people, and, realizing the
situation of Judah at this time, they did what
they could to turn the king from his wicked pur-
pose, but without avail—“he would not hear
them.” They were faithful in that they had
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warned the king (see Ezek. 33, 7-9), although
nothing came of their supplication,
4. The fearful doom, Although the message had

been destroyed by the king and the messenger | Old Tostament Charactors, page 427, Baring-Goul

had disappeared, being hidden by the Lord from
the king’s fury, the judgments of the Lord were
to eome to pass, and that specdily.
that (¢) God uses men and nations for his pur-
poses (verse 29) 5 (b)) One man's sin brings sor-
row to many (verse 381); (¢) The word of the
Lord is sure and standeth forever,

Speeific application,  As in the last lesson we
found that the way of success wassto he recep-
tive of the truth, the lesson to-day very plainly
shows us “The Way of Foolishness” as being
an utter disregard of and opposition to the truth,
Use these two lessons to impress upon the clas:
the different resuits which come to us
mined by our attitude toward truth,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Hasten, sinner, to he wise,
There is a friend.

Come with thy sins,
Who'll be the next ?

"Tis the promise of G,

To-day the Saviour calls,

Chrigt is knocking.

Come, every soul,

There’s not a ray of sunshine,
Come, let us use the grace divine,

Library References,

Cheyne, T. K., Jeremiah : His Life and Times;
Men of the Bible. Smith, Thomley, The Prophet of
Sorrow, Gilfillan, T%he lhulx of the Bible, Stan-
ley, Jewish Church, vols, ii, iii (index). Kittel,
History of the Hebrews (index). Ewald, History of
Isracl (index). Geikie, Landinarks of Old Testa-
ment History, pages 280, 814, 810, 815, 820, 525,
Geikie, Hours with the Bible, new edition, vols, v,

LESSON XII.

Note here | Morris, Sacved Biography, vol. ii, page 53,

as deter- | Zestament Histor
| the Bible, vol. v (in
| of God in the Old Testament, vol. ii, page 250,

l

| ment rolls,

|

L

THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAM.
GOLDEN TEXT. Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your

| Bible, vol. v, pages 146, 160,

vi (index), Hengstenberg, Kingdom of God
the Old Testament, vol. ii, page 202, Kent, Histoy
af the ebrew People, vol. ii, pages 172, 190, Geiki

Legends of Patriavchs and Prophets, page
Robinson, Sevipture Characters, vol, ii, page

Eirpositor, third series, vol, vii, pages 241,
vol. viii, pages 24 M vol. xi, page 65

JENOTAKIM, — O Testament Chayats
page 307, Dickinson, Religious Teaching by }
ample, page 222, Rawlinson, Kings of Isracd o
Judah, page 224, Smith, Prophet of Sorrow, pay
. Cheyne, Jerowiak, page 146,  Morris, Su
Biography, vol. ii, page 40, Stanley, Jewish Chu,
vol ii, page 593, Kittel, History of the Hebr.
ol. ii, pages 240, 300, Geikie, Landmarks of
page 201, Geikie, Hours
'x). Hengstenberg, King/

rikie,
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by |
wal
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| vol. iii lmg-s 19, 54, Ewald, History of Isvw
[vol. i , Pages 258, Kittel, History of the 1/
brews, vol, ii, page Geikie, Hours with
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heart. Jer. 29.13. Dani

AUTHORIZED VERSION, REVISED VERSION, ':‘;‘i‘]

o pe " k4 T
[Read 2 Kings 25 and Jer. 8.] 1 Zed-c-ki'ah was one and twenty years ol

Jer. 53, 1-11. [Cemmit te memory verses 9-11.]

1 Zed-e ki'ah was one and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven
years in Je-ru'sa-lem.  And his mother’s name
:Ilw'u ";l mu'tal the daughter of Jer-e-mi'ah of

1H nah

and 4

when he began to reign; and he reignc.
gleven years in Je-ru'sa-lem : and his mother
name was Ha-mu'tal the daughter of Jer«
2 mi'ah of Lib'nah. And he did that which wu
evil in the sight of the Lorp, according to u

M.
Tu
w.
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2 And he did that which e
the Lorp, according to all t
done,

18 evil in the eyes of
hat Je-hoi’akim had

3 For through the anger of the Lorb it came
10 pass in Je-ru'sa-lem and Ju'dah, till he had
cast them out of his presence, that Zed-e-ki'ah
rebelled against the king of Bab'y-lon,

4 And it came to passin the ninth year of his
reign, in the tenth month, in t
month, that Neb-u-chad-rez zar king of
lon came, he and all his army, against Je-p
lem, and pitched against ity and built fo
against it round about, #

sit-
s

5 8o the city was hesicged unto the eleventh
year of king Zed-e-ki'ah,

6 And in the fourth month, in the ninth 2y
of the month, the famine was sore in the city, s
that there was no hread for the people of the
land,

7 Then the city was broken up, and all the
men of war fled, and went forth out of the city
by night by the way of the gate between the two
walls, which was by the king’s garden ; (now the
Chal-de'ans were by the city round about:) and |
they went by way of the plain,

8 But the army of the Chal-de'ans
after the king, and overtook Zed-e-ki'
plains of Jer'i-cho ;
tered from him,

pursued
ah in the |
and all his army was seat- |

9 Then they took the king, and carried him up
unto the king of Bab'y-lon to Rib'lah in the land
of Ha'muth; where he gave Jjudgment upon
him,

10 And the king of Bab'y-lon slew the sons of
Zed-e-ki'ah before his eyes: he slew also all the
princes of Ju'dah in Rib'lah.

11 Then he put out the eyes of Zed-e-k
and the king of Bab'y-lon bound him in ch, 3
and carried him to Bab'y-lon, and put him in
prison till theday of hisdeath,

Time.~About July 1, B, €. 58 or
Places.—Jerusalem, the capital of the little
kingdom of Judah ; Riblah, a city in the north-
ern part of 8yria. Rulers.—Three kings of Ju-
dah were at once in captivity : Jehoahaz in
Egypt, Jeholachin and Zedekiah (after this les-
son) in Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest
of the kings of Babylon, ascended the throne
about B. C. 604. Prophets.—Four prophets
were now delivering messages from God : Jere

miah, who spent nearly all his life in and about '

Jerusalem ; Ezckiel, a captive near the Chebar;
Daniel, in Babylon ; and Obadiah, in some for-
cignland. Parallel Accounts.—Jer, 39, 1-10;
2 Kings 25, 1-12; 2 Chron. 86, 11-21 ; Psalms 74
and 49,
Home Readings.

M. The Captivity of Judah, Jer, 52, 1-11.

Tu, Complete destruction. 2 Kings 25, 8-21,

W. 8Bin and its punishment. 2 Chron. !

11-21,

SUNDAY SCHOOL B

he tenth day of the |
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3 that Je-hoi'a-kim had done, For through ti,
anger of the Loro did it come to pass in Ji
ru'sa-lem and Ju dah, until he had cast them
out from his presence : and Zed-e-ki'ah e

4 belled against the king of Bab-y'lon. And it
came to pass in the ninth year of his refgn,
in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the
month, that Neb-u-chad-vez'zar king of Bab
y-lon came, he and all his army, against
Jeru'sa-lem, and encamped  against it ;
and they built forts against it round about

5 8o the city was besieged unto the eleventh

6 year of king Zed-c-ki'ah, In the fourth
month, in the ninth day of the month, the
famine was sore in the city, so that there

no bread for the people of the land,

Then a breach was made in the city, and all
the men of war fled, and went forth out of the
city by night by the way of the gate between
the two walls, which was )y the king's garden ;
(now the Chal-de’ans were against the city
round about:) and they went by the way of

8 A-ra’bab. But the army of the Chal-de'ans
pursued after the King, and overtook Zed--
ki'ah in the plains of Jer'i ¢ho 5 and all hix

9 army was scattered from him. Then th y
took the king, and carricd him up unto the
king of Bal’y-lon to Rib'lah in the land of
Ha'math ; and he gave judgment upon him.

10 And the king of Bab'y-lon slew the sons of
Zed-e-ki'ah before his he slew also all

I1 the princes of Ju'dah in Rib'lah. And he put
out the eyes of Zed-e-ki'ah; and the king of
Bab'y-lon bound him in fetters, and carried
him to Bab'y-lon, and put him in prison till
the day of his death,

s

Th. Refusing to be warned. Jer, 82 1-5,

F. Prophecy of captivity, Jer, 82, 26-55.
Ao Cry of the captive, Lam. 1, 1-11,
S. Christ's warning. Luke 20, 9-18,

Lesson Hymis,

No. 103, New Canadian Hymual,
Lord, I despair myself to heal ;
1 see my sin, but cannot feel.
No. 106, New Canadian Hymnal.
Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry,
No. 107, New Canadian Hymnal,
Lord, T hear of showers of blessing,
Thou art scattering, full and free.

| QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLA RS,
1. King Zedekiah’s Folly, v, 1-3,
At what age did Zedekiah become king ¢
‘What was his lincage ?
How long did he reign ¥
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iTow did he chance upon the throne of Juduh ¥ What was done to Zedekial's children »
2 Kings 24, 17, What was done to Zedekiah ¥
Whose evil example did he follow ¥ What was done to his princes ¢
What act of political folly did he comnit ¥ Would all this have happened if he had oy
2. The Fall of Jerusalem, v. 4-7. the Lord ¢
Who besieged Jerusalem ¥ When ¥ Against what, then, are we warned by his his
How long did the siege continue ¥ tory ¥
What calamity aided the besicgers ¥ Practical Teachings.
Who had foretold this siege and fumine? wWiere in this lesson do we learn—
Chap. 25, 8-7,

g 1. That sin unrepented brings sure dest
How had the prophet been treated for thus ¥

tion ¥
saying? Chap. o Mhat (1 5 A5E nts to accomplisth
What befell the city " I,:l.“.:.l(:.:'l.;.ml has justruments to accompli
3“;?;,::2‘122303“1‘1;:::.;- }'1‘:", N % That people suffer for their rulers’ sins
Who pursued the fugitives ¥ QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
Where was the king captured v SCHOLARS.
Where was the captive taken?
For what was he judged #
What punishment was inflicted ¥
How might this fate have heen averted ¥
GorLoeN Texr,

Who was the last king of Judah * Zedekiah.
How old was he when he becume king ¥
Tow long did he reign in Jerusalem ¢
| What did he encourage the people todo ¢
| How did he know that this was wrong? God
Teachings of the Lesson. sent prophets to tell him.
1. Be sure your sin will find you out. } Why would he not listen? He wanted to
2, Nin brings sure destenetion to the impeni- | have his own way.
tent, | What is the great danger in self-will® It
4. Godhas no lack of agents to carry out his will,  grows stronger all the time.
1. The sin of one brings sorrow to many. What king came to take Jerusalem? Nebue
5. Broken pledges are poor defenses in trouble, chadnezzar,
How long did he besicge the city? Two
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE Years.
SCHOLARS. What did the people of Judah have to do at
ast 9 i p N
1. King Zedekiah?s Folly, v. 1-5, last ¢ T«) g’lvt‘ np to the heathen king.
" . 5 2 How was Zedekiah treated ? He was bound
Who was the last king of Judah ? :
A i . with chains and his eyes were put out,
What had been his name, and how did he = g & .
Phaars oy Rt Where did he end his life ¢ In a prison in
come king ? 2 Ki 17 Babylor
How long did he reign ¥ | PN
What was the character of his vule ¥ |
Whose example did he follow ? THE LESSON CATECHISM.
How was his folly especially shown ¥ | (For the entire school.,)
How did the Lord regard Zedekiah and his

yisonle 1o Who was the last king of Judah, Zedeki-
waple ¥
. " - ah, a weak man.

How did God regard the wicked? Pra. 711, ©g! Sy o0 VAT capture the city ? Nebu

What is the GorLves TexT ¥ ; L
2. The Fall of J o o chadnezzar, king of Babylon.

.\Vh.el ll“ ‘; ;.e".":‘.l |:n, L 3. Why did God allow the city to be destroyed

3 ()’ms u:(ln‘ l.l. ru~| |.||]| ,1 . Because his people had forsaken him.

L U VIR (R 1. At the last what did Zedekiah do® He

What were the sufferings of the people * <ought safety by flight

I‘{:;w‘n:}. ”'l;.";" f:ul(;"’1.!‘”]‘?“;'.4'_:? 5. How could Zedekiah have avoided his aw

W4 IRE AR LIS MWL UL VD sf)"",ﬁ fulfate? By turning to God.

\:.:"" '\\us dum-ftu'llu- (."-‘I? = ]':""";‘ ] o 6. What is the GorLpex Text? ¢$Ye shall

Y 3 » people ¥ 87. 1.
iat became of the people? Psa. | seek me,? ctc.
|

3. King Zedekiah’s Fate, v, 8-11,
What did King Zedekiah undertake to do ¥ —
Jer., 89, 4. NEW CHUROCH CATECHISM,
13. What are the duties to our fellow-men cn

V. S11CCe b : 1
“’“‘q he successful ¢ . Joined in the second table of the Ten Command
Where was he taken prisoner ¢ | ments?
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The duties enjoined in the second table are filial | K ns vi. 1-3. Children, obey your parents in
affection and obedience; and respect for our theionl for this is right. f{nno’r’;hy lﬁ‘bor and
neighbors' rights in life, family, property, and mother; which is the first commandment with
reputation, extended to the thoughts and desires promise ; that it may be weli with thee, and thou
of the heart. mayest live long on l{u- carth,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Downward Steps of Judah.
1. WicKEDNESS, ' V. Desoratiox,
Lviid that which was evil, v, 9 The city was broken up,
Lust....sin....death. James 1. 15 The ¢i 7
Ilis servants ye are. Kom, 6, 16 Zion is
1. Wraru,
The anger of the Lovd, v, %
Angry with the wicked, Psu. 7, 11 -~ 2
> § 5 Thou shalt not escape,  Jer, 84, 3,
Wrath. ., .is revealed,  Rom. 1, 18
1L Wan 2 Slew the sons, v, 10,
J i ved. .. shall be cut off,  Psa, 37, 28,
$ S Lut ont ihe eyes, v, 11,
Shall he not see it.  Ezek, 12, 13,

. 4
am, 1,1,
Isa. 64, 10, 11,

VI Distiess,
L Took the king, v, 0

Came,, , .
Will bring a nation, * LB 1517
Shall hear of wars.  Matt, 24, o

IV, Waxsr, VIL Carriviry,

The famine was sove, v, 6 Carvied ... to Babylon, v, 11,
Young children ask broad,  Lam, 4 For their good. Je
Shall he burnt with hunger. Deut, | I willvisit you. Jer,

all his avmy,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

When Jehoiakim's miserable reign was over his young nephew, Jehoiachin, took his place, but
e was soon deposed, and Zedekiah became king. Jerusalem again passed through the horrors of u
sicge, which, however, was suddenly and unexpectedly abandoned because the Babylouian generals
found it necessary to march rapidly to meet an Egyptian army, Through all the changes of the
war and the varying fortunes of the armies of Judah Jeremiah reiterated his propheey of the
destruction of the city, and stood manfully for the true worship of God, Zedekiah revolted against
Nebuchadnezzar. That king—more properly that emperor, for many subject-kings owned him as
their master—worn out with the disloyalty of Zedekiah, whom he had placed on the throne of Ju-
dah, determined finally to lay waste the land and to carry away its inhabitants, so that they
could no longer conspire with enemics to his rule. Ie besieged the city of Jerusalem, blockaded
it for a year, and finally took it by storm. The King and his family were taken prisoners and
brought to Nebuchadnezzar for sentence.  The childven of Zedekiah were slain in his presence, and
then the captive monarch was blinded and tuken to Babylon, where he lingered for some years of
darkness, There was one ray of hope in all this misery. While large numbers of the people in
Jerusalem and Judah had Ween slain a remnant was carried away to Babylon. This remnant in-
cluded most of those who were worshipers of Jehovah, Their exile only made their devotion the
more intense. A wave of revival swept over the scattered Jews, encouraged by the messages of
prophets such as Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  When, after years of exile, the Jews returned
to Pulestine they were a new people in character and loyal to their God. Thus the captivity,
instead of a calamity, proved to be a hlessing.

Verse 1. One and twenty years old when know, related to Jeremiah the prophet.  Libnah
he began to reign. is kingdom was smull, | was a strong city in the southwest corner of the
hut his task was great for so young a man:  little kingdom of Judal,
tigypt claimed his kingdom as its frontier prov-| 2. He did that which was evil in the
ince against Babylon, and Babylon claimed it as eyes of the Lord, And yet he was not pur-
its frontier province against Egypt. He reigned | posely a bad man., He was certainly no worse
eleven years, Ycars of interminable anxiety | hardly so bad, as the kings who had immediately
and almost matchless weakness of character. preceded him, not nearly so wicked as Athaliah or
Of Hamutal, his mother, nothing is known. | Manasseh, He does not seem to have wor-
Jeremiah, his father, was not, so far as we shiped false gods. His sin was in not resisting
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the downward current of his time, in weakly tween the two walls, which was by the
submitting to the pernicious influence of the | king’s garden. Gathering his wives and chi!
nobles, in breaking his sworn promise of fealty | dren and summoning a few bodyguards abon:
to Nebuchadnezzar. Moral weakness brings de- | him, he made his way along a sireet which ran

struction as surely as wickedness, The ** kings | between the wall on the east and the wall on the

of Judah were merely vicegerents of Jehovah, | westside of the Tyropeon valley and which ended
personally responsible to him.  When, thercfore, | at a gate above the royal garden and the Poo
independent  existence had become impossible | of Siloam, There are ral instances in East
for Judah, and the word of the Lord clearly di- | ern cities at the present time of & street thus
rected submission to Babylon rather than to | running between two walls, The king’s garde:
Egypt, it was “evil in the eyes of the Lord,”  was at the Pool of Siloam, at the mouth of th
positive gin, to disobey that direction. Ace  Tyropeon. Now the Chaldeans were by the
cording to all that Jehoiakim had done. city round about. This means that the i

With less of moral perversity, however, and  vestment of the city was complete. They went
much less force of character. by way of the plain. The king's party wa

3. He had cast thein out from his prese | forced to run along a road leading from Jerusa
ences  Courtiers in disgrace were cast out from lem to Jericho, They did not select the one over
the presence of the king. So theseofticers of the | the mountains, but that-over the valley or plai
kingdom are cast out from the presence of Je- | They were making a mad race for the desert.
hovah, | 8. But the army of the Chaldeans pur-

4. Nebuchadnezzar . . « came, . . . he | sued after the king. The troops, as we bav
and all his army, against Jerusalem, and | scen, had surrounded the city, and probably d
pitched against it, and built forts against | tachments of the army held all the road fron
its That is, he drew lines of ditches around it, | Jerusalem to Jericho; so Zedekiah had littl
with a rampart on one side, on which were [chance. All his army was scattered from
erected his military engines, In those days, as | him in utter disorganization, Ihose that wer
we all know, gunpowder was not used, but very | captured were at once made slaves,
remarkable machines had been contrived to | 9, Riblah inthe land of Hamath., Ther
throw huge rocks to great distances. These | were two Riblahs. This was the place to whicl
and the battering rams were the chief instru-  Pharaoh-necho had summoned Jehoahaz (2 King«
ments of war used against invested cities, 123, 83), It was on the cast bank of the Orontes

5. The city was besieged nnto the eleve | River, about thirty-five miles northwest of Baal
enth year of king Zedekiah. Of this ulcm-lhok. A modern village of the same name oc-
we have many interesting details, cspecially | cupies its site, He gave judgment upon
in Ezekiel and in the Book of Lamentations. | hims Commentators call attention to the fact
That the besieged were able to hold out until the | that this was the trial of a common criminal.
vleventh year is astonishing, especially when we | Zedekiah had forfeited his kingship by breaking
take notice of the poor rabble inclosed within its | his oath, The phrase is literally “ spoke with
walls (verse 6). | him judgments.” A striking plirase, says Dr

6. The fourth month. Made up of Ulll‘;Tl'l‘l‘_\', implying that the judgments rendered
June and July. The ninth day of the | were not in word only, but in deed.
month. Possibly July 1. This day was mem-| 10. The king of Babylon slew the sons
orable for the breach made in the city walls, Ilof Zedekiah before his eyes. It was the
The famine prevailed, and there was no | refinement of cruelty to bring the death agonies
bread for the people. The starved soldiers | of the poor king’s sons into the last scene his eyes
were no longer capable of making strong resist- | beheld.  Slew nlso all the priuces of Judah.
ance. 'The phrase of the land may point to | They had been the king's chief advisers in hi-
the fact that the city was crowded with refu- ’rvlwl]ion. An abundant opportunity had bee
wees who had sought its walls for safety from the | given by Nebuchadnezzar's officers for their
¢ haldeans, submission,

7. The city was broken up, Inmore mod- [ 11. Then he put out the eyes of Zede-
crn phraseology the northern wall was broken | kinh, Eastern people regard a blind man as
through and the city lay defenseless before its con- | incapable of ruling. Already Zedekiah's daugh-
querors, All the men of war fled. TheChal- | ters had been taken captive,. Bound him in
deans came from the north side of the city, the [ chains. Probably bouud him hand and foot
king and his men of war fled toward the south. By | Put him in prison till the day of his death.
night, Josephus says that the city was entered | Tradition says that when in Babylon Zedekial
at midnight. By the way of the gate bes | was forced to work in a mill,
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Zedekiah possessed the distinetion of being | 3. Rebelled, The drastic results of such a

the twentieth and last, as well as one of the| course in the case of Jeholakim should haye
weakest, of the kings of Judah, IHis father was | served as a warning to Zedekiah, He had allied
Josiah, the good king, and his brother, Jehou- | himself with Nuluwhmluczzur, but he held his
haz, succeeded his father on the throne, reigning | honor lightly, T1le disregarded the counsel, en-
for about three months, It was unfortunate for treaties, and threatenings of Jehovah as uttered
Judah that her kings reached the succession at a by his prophet, Jeremiah. But all high consid-
very early age. Josiah was eight, Jehoahaz | erations were ignored in the face of insatiate
twenty-three, Jehoiakim twenty-five, Jeholachin ambition,
vighteen, and Zedekiah twenty-one, Jerusa- 4. It came to pass. This calamity occurred
lem was under the control of Nebuchad- | iy the uinth year of Zedekiah's reign. The
nezzar at this time, but if the new king had con- | month corresponds with portions of our Decem-
ducted his affairs with discretion, * Jerusalem ber and January, according to the lunar condi-
might have remained the head of the Babylonian | tjons, This date, so significant to the Jews, is
Provinee of Judah, and the temple of Jehovah kept by them even to this day as a fast, The
continued standing,” He was not a fit ruler for | character of the siege und the methods employed
diffieult times, and it is not unlikely that he was | 4po Interesting  when compared to modern
¢hosen by Nebuchadnezzar to be king because metliodsof warfare. The effect of the siege, which
of his weakness and irresolution, A man of iron | continued for & year and a half, was speedily
will on the throne might have given Nebuchad- disastrous, (See Jer, 37, 215 88.9; Ezek, 5, 10;
nezzar trouble, in spite of the oath of allegiance | 1, 4, 5-10.)
" had extracted from his vassal. But Zedekiah
abused the power placed in his hands, and invit-
il the destruction that speedily came to the land,
liis people, and himself,

Verse 1. Zedekiah. Ie was the third son
of Josiah, his mother being Hamutal, 1is imme-
diate predecessor on the throne was his nephew,
Jehoiachin, whose reign was brief and who was
carried in eaptivity to Babylon, (See 2 Chron.
. 6; 2 Kings 24, 6,) When he became king he i y .
changed his name from Mattaniah (the gift of ('huflnczzu'r, Wwho was (f(mdm'""‘l & campaign
Jehovah) to Zedekiah (the righteousness of Je- | against :l‘) ro also "l“ this time, w:ixs encamped
hovah). There is a suggestion in this act of a | there. Avdv.kluh was gmlf?cd no (,ovllslderutlm{
desire to rule in righteousness and for the glory I because of his [lmsltmu e k"“?" but was speedily
ol Jehovah, as did his father, Josiah. But itany | [-unisl.u'-nl rm? % besibn of (mt‘h.,to ks mtm Wh'f
kigh expectations were created by this outward !.l,'“',]l ‘.""”_;,l";;.“l‘,fljll;(";’:‘ l«'i;; 2 Kings 4. 20;
sign, they soon vanished away, # Chron. 36, 18 Ezek. 17, 15-19.)

2. Jehoiakim, Ile was the successor of| 10+ Slew the soms. The punishment of
Jehoahaz, who was deposed by Pharaoh-necho | 4edekial’s crime was extremely cruel, especially
and carried in chains to Riblah and to Egypt, [ 88 it involved so many who must !myc been en-
where he died in captivity, When Nebuchad. | tirely innocent. These 8ons were slain in order
nezzar entered Palestine he found Jehoiakim in | to destroy all hope of succession to the throne,
s defenseloss state, laid siege to Jerusalem, took | Sin always entails suffering upon the innocent as
the king prisoner, and bound him with the pur- “""“ as the guilty, We cannot see its ramifica-
pose of carrying him to Babylon, Jehofakim be- | tions, or we should discover that its taint is con-
came submissive, however, and was reinstated | Stantly destroying life and interfering with the
us king, and became the vassal of Nebuchad- | happiness of those who had no part in the par-
nezzar, After throe years he broke faith with | ticular offense.
his master, in spite of the repeated remonstrances 11. Put out the eyes., The punishment of
and warnings of J , and Nebuchad Zedekiah was without the slightest trace of
sent his allies against him. The land was mercy. Perhaps it was deserved, but it seems to
plunged into misery, which increased until Je- be the refinement of cruelty. His case discloses
hoiakim’s untimely death (Jer. 22, 18, 19;|a remarkable fulfillment of prophecy. (See
4. 30), Ezck.12,10-13 ; Jer. 82. 8-5; 2 Kings 25, 6,7.)

he city was broken up. Further re-
sistance was useless, and flight was the only,
though precarious, means of safety. Probably
one of the first to flee was the king who had
brought such woe upon his people. But escape
was impossible; the Chaldeans soon captured
the royal company,

9. Gave judgment Riblah was about two
hundred miles northeast of Jerusalem, Nebu-
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Thoughts for Young People,

Zedekinh*s Message to Us,

Zedekiah preaches loudly to us, and here are
some of the lessons we may draw from his career:

1. When God mcans to punish a sinner uo wall
or weapon avails to protect him,  Zedekiah might
have slipped away from Nebuchadnezzar, but e
could not from God.,

Weakness of will produces quite as much of «
and calamity as is produced by strong bad wills,
sinners at the outset deliberately intend to be sin-
ners. They slip by moral weakness into a course
of sin, and he who would glorify God must do it
by a strong will,

3o Nobody can be bad without plunging others iuto
suffering.  Zedekiah himself suffered partly be-
cause of the weakness and badness of his ances-
tors and of his brother, and doubtless thousands
of families were broken up, and the most awful
suffering entailed upon them, beeause of Zede-
kiah’s weak perversity while on the throne of
Jerugalem. It is questionable whether you can
even entertain an evil thought without injuring
somebod; else. ““ None of us liveth to himself,"

4. Sin leads to temporal ruin. All the pulpits
preach that it leads to eternal ruin, and that is
the all-important lesson for all to learn. But it
is well to have it clearly fixed in our minds, also,
that it leads to temporal ruin as well. In the
long run virtue makes for worldly prosperity and
vice for poverty and degradation.

B It is not safe to confide in any strength but that
of God, **Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses, but we will remember the name of the
Lord our God.”

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The orientals in some cases deprive the crim-
inal of the light of day by scaling up his eyes,
When 8ir Thomas Roe visited the court at Delhi
ason of the great Mogul was actually suffering
this punishment, e had been thrown into
prison and deprived of the use of his cyes by
some adhesive plaster put upon them for the
term of three years, after which the scal was
taken away, but he was still detained in prison,
Dr. Richard Watson, who relates this faet, says
that in Isa. 44, 18, * They have not known nor
understood ; for he hath shut their eyes, that

|
they cannot see ; and their hearts, that they can-

not understand,” the Hebrew word translated
“shut™ signifies to overlay, or cover over the
surface, but generally to overspread or daub
over with mortar or plaster, which entirely cor-
responds with the manner in which the eyes of
criminals are sealed up in rome parts of the

East, just as the phrase * they have not under-
st00d " has reference to another custom of coni-
pelling a conspirator against the throue to swal-
low opitim or other stupefying drugs to rendo
bim antit for business, The celebrated Pers
monarch Shah Abbas ordered this treatment of
his grandson, who was to be his successor, 1o
prevent his disturbing his government,

But deprivation of eyesight was a common
punishment in the t, whkich was accom
plished at first by searing with a hot iron ; but as
thix was found not certainly to destroy the
sight, it was substituted by taking the eyes out
altogether with a  sharp-poiuted  instrument,
This eruelty was chiefly applied to persons who
were aspirants of the throne, or likely to become
such by their blood relationship or other cireum-
stances, It w also practiced in the case of
chieftains whom it was desirable to deprive of
power, .
By Way of Illustration.

Jerusalone destroged, The great lesson to be
learned from the destruction of Jerusalem is
God's persistent and constant effort to prevent
t. As the angel stood in the path of Baalam
while going on in his stubborn determination to
disobey, so God puts warnings and entreaties
and mercies, and the love of Christ and trials
and punishments, in the path of the sinner, as
his good angels, to stop him and cry out, ““Go
back, go back | "'—Bishop Warven.

Too late! That young man who pulled such a
strong oar that he dared to row across Niagara
River tried to row across nearer the cataract.
He found that he had trifled too much with that
resistless tide, It carried him down and over
that awful precipice, The fall of Judah was just
such a eatastrophe in the face of repeated warn-
ing. There will come a time to sinners when it
will be too late ! An old man said to his pastor:
At seventeen I began to feel deeply, but put it
oF till settled in life.  After marviage I hought a
farm and thought that it would not answer to
become religions till T had paid for that, T pe-
solved to wait ten years. At the end of that
time I thought no more about it.  Now T am in-
different and it seems to be too late,”

Isral sifted. First the captives were sifted by
Nebuchadnezzar, And then the captives were
ifted on their return by the call for volunteers,
who would naturally be the most religious, most
zealous ones.  Rome one has said that in looking
for seed to plant New England two and a half

| centuries ago the Lord sifted two kingdoms,

England and Holland, for the best they had.
With equal truth it may be said that the Lord of
providence, on the same wise principle, sifted
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the Jewish people twice over to get out the best
seed for the land of promise,—Comles,
Two rabbis were
looking upon the ruins of Jerusalem, One of
them wept bitterly over the desolations of Zion
and the sad fortunes which had befallen the ¢ ity
of his fathers, The other laughed when he
viewed the same things,

* Why do you laugh ¥

* Because by this very desolation, which assures
us that God is true to his threatenings, we know
that the same God will he true also to his prom-
ises, and will restore Zion to her beauty and
glory.”

Comfrt in God's prowis

Heart Talks on ihe Lesson.

The lessons of Judah's captivity can be fully
learned only by reading the prophecies and
Lamentations of Jeremiah and the prophecies
of Ezekiel. It is a story of fascinating pathos.
I would recommend my ¢lass to read ¢ unning-
am Geikie's Howrs with the Bible in connection
with the Bible history. [t will bring these
events before you almost as if you were yourself
i dweller in Jerusalem in the midst of those
anxions, itated days, watching  the dying
throes of your own nation and hearing the wail
of your fellow-exiles driven forth to weep hy the
rivers of Babylon,

The Bible history is a sad story faithfully told,

setting elearly forth the never-c hanging prinei-
Righteousness
and trath are the foundations of his throne, |

ples of God's moral government,

Disobedience and sin cannot go unpunished.

As we have seen in the lessons of this quarter,
there were occasional efforts to resist the m
and social corruption of the nation : but while
the reformers were themselves sincere, the
mation among the people was only external—it
did not touch their hearts—and such conversions
have only transient effect upon life and conduct.
Sin is destroyed at its voot only when we search
for God with our whole heart, and until the root
itself is dead the bitter frnit will reappear,

The heart of Judah was not right with God ;
ind out of the heart are the issues of life, The
outward sins  which  showed an evil lLeart
were the worship of false gods ;
things ; making no difference hetween the clean
and unelean ; dishonoring the Sabbath ; negleet-
ing and discrediting God's word ;
zence in e and luxury: lying: deceiving;
cheating in business: and oppressing the poor.
Heart answers to heart in all ages and all lands.
Judah’s sins have a familiar look ; their bitter
outeome bids us tauke heed,

Faithful prophets warned,
would not listen. False prophets who spoke

profaning holy |

selfish indul- |

but the people |

faccording to their own hearts
promising life and prosp ity where God had
said there should be disaster and death, If they
listened at all to the truth, it was only to say,
* The evil will never come in our time : it wis 50
with Israel, but it will not be so with us.” But
the word of the Lord faileth never,

Ready to exeuse themselves, the people

*The fathers have caten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on cdge, We are suf-
fering for the sins of the generations
But God says
shall die,”

misled them,

said ¢

before us,”
*The soul that sinne 'th, it
and he that *hath walked in my
statutes and hath kept my jndgments to deal
truly, sty he shall surely live,”  Each one
is respousible only for his own sins and his own
destiny,  No soul is condemned for Adam’s sin,
Read the second chapter of Romans and the
| eighteenth of Ezekiel,

Let us take to our hearts the message of the
{lesson.  8in is the same, its effects the same, its
| outcome the same in every human soul and in

every nation.  Very tenderly God pleads with
us, “0 do not this abominable thing which I
hate.””  Make you a new heart and a new spirit,
for why will ye diev*

not o,

he is

The Teachers' Meeting.

1. Two cvents in Hebrew history are indicated
by the phrase ““the captivity " : 1, The depor-
tation of the ten tribes in B, €. 721 by the
Assyrians under Sargon, probably to lands near
the Caspian Sea, a lvuannu-ul from which the
“lost tribes ™ never returned 5 2. The destruction
of Jernsalem by ) adne 4/..u‘.|bnul B.C.
and the iwrying away ** to the Euphrates val-
ley of nearly all llu-riu/-»n.~ of Judah. Here they
remained until B, €. 526, when they were restored
to Palestine. .. .11, Nut-
ural causes, Two great hostile empires find a
rich little principality lying between them ; each
in turn repeatedly conquers it and exacts tribute,
unti length the stronger monarch, in accord-
ance with oriental usages, slaughters those who
will not submit and settles the rest near his own
capital, Supernatural God’s task
through the centurics is to maintain a selected
people.  God seleets a nation to be the custo-
dians of supernatural truth, It is the brainiest
nation in the world, but it is, nevertheless,
depraved and lacking inspiritual sense.  The few
| serve God with more or less clearness of vision ;
the many worship idols, By a series of provi-
| dential events God brings about the destruction
of the worst element, while the better are trans-
ferred to a region where all that is good in them
is trained and developed, and after a while are

ebue

Causes o the captivity : 1,

2 causes,
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restored to become the progenitors of the Mes-
siah.....1I1. Word pictures: 1, The terrors of this
siege. 2. The fate of Zedekiah. 8. The destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, 4. The weary Jjourney across
the desert....IV. Lessons from the captivity : 1, 1t
became a great blessing to the Hebrews, It de-
stroyed idolatry, intensified religious life, took
away secular hopes, and raised spiritual aspira-
tions 2, It fulfilled God’s prophecy, and thus
became g buttress of divine revelation, 8, Even
from the standpoint of secular history it is full
of lessons, 1

Before the Class,

Introduction.  Jehoiakim's son, Jehoiachin, |
reigned for three months, when he was carried
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and
Zedekiah, a third son of Josiah, came to the
throne. Jeremiah was still prophesying in Jeru-
salem, Ezekicl on the banks of the Chebar, and
Daniel in Babylon. Give a bricf account of the
power and extent of the Babylonian empireat this
time, Picture the internal condition of the king-
dom of Judah, showing the triangular conflict be-
tween the prophet and the princes, the prophet
and the king, and the king and the princes of
the realm. ’

Development of the text. Place upon the board the
subject, *“ The Way of Death,” and the three fol-
lowing divisions : 1. The king’s disobedience ; 2.
The people’s distress ; 8. The nation’s destruc-
tion, |

1. The king's disobedience. 'The previous lcssons|
have shown us the great influence the kings had
over the people, and that when the king’s prin- |
ciples and policy were righteous the nation \\'un'
blessed and protected, but when a king came to
the throne and “did evil in the sight of the
Lord ™ the reign was always disastrous, We see
in the opening verses of the present lesson
(@) The king disobedient to the Lord, doing evil
in his sight, and thus inviting the infliction of
the threatened judgments, (b) The king was dis- |
obedient to his word and rebelled against King |
Nebuchadnezzar. This was in direct opposition |
to the counsel of the prophet Jeremiah, the |
wisdom of whose advice was soon made ap- |

the army of Nebuchadnezzar against his capital [
city of Jerusalem in January, B. C. 587, The city

not willing to obey the voice of God, which would
have obviated the necessity of such fighting
Moral courage to do right is the great need o
the present day. (b) Jeremial's great faith iy,
the word of the Lord shown by his buying «
piece of land outside the city walls, (See Jor
32, 6-15.) (c) The utter insincerity of the Jews
shown by their momentary repentance during
the giege (Jer, 34 8-10) and their return to theiy
evil practices as soon as they thought the danger
was passed (Jer, 37, 5),

3. The nation’s destruction, The ecity was taken
in July, B. C. 586, and Jewish national life came
to anend as had been prophesied time and tin.
again, Note («) The flight, pursuit, and capture
of the king; (b) The judgment upon the king,
his sons, and the princes of the people. In this
connection see, also, the remarkable prophecies
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel (Jer, 82, 3-5; 34, 2-5;
Ezek. 12, 13). (¢) The destruction of the ity
(Jer. 52, 12-14); (4) The deportation of th
people (Jer, 52, 15, 16),

Specific application, The oft-vepeated warnin:
s to the result of persistent disobedience was
now seen to be true, The way of disobedien
is “The Way of Death.” Tmpress this thougl
upon the class,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Deep are the wounds,

Come, ye sinners,

There is a fountain,

Weary of earth,

Jesus, my Lord, to thee [ cry,

I bring my sins to thee,

All glory to Jesus be given,

Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
Jesus Christ is passing by,

Of him who did salvation bring.

Library References,
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LESSON X111, A CHRISTMAS LESSON,

GOLDEN TEXT, For unto you is born this

Christ the Lord,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Luke 2, 1-20.]
Heb,. 1. 1-9. [Conumit to memory verses L2

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers man-
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto ug by his
8on, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds ;

3 Who, being the brightness of ais glory and
the express image of his person, and upholding
all things by the word of his power, when he had
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high;

4 Being made so mueh bette,
as he hath by inheritance
lent name than they,

5 For unto which of the
time, Thou art my Son, this day have I be; rotten
thee? And again, T will be to him a Father, and
he shall be to me a Son 9

T than the angels,
obtained a more excel-

angels said he at any

6 And again, when he bringeth in the
gotten into the world, he
angels of God worship him

firstbe-
saith, And let all the

7 And of the angels he gaith,
angels spirits,

Who maketh his
and his ministers a flame of fire,

8 But unto the Son e saith, Thy throne, 0 God,
is forever and ever : a scepter of righteousness is
the scepter of thy kingdom,

9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath
of gladness above thy

anointed thee with the oil
fellows,

[Dec. 28,

y in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Luke 2,11,

da

REVISED VERsion,
God, having of old time spoken unto e
fathers in the prophets by divers portions an
2 in divers manners, hath at the end of thes
days spoken unto us in Ais Son, whom he an-
pointed heir of all things, through whom also
3 he made the worlds ; who being the eflulgencn
of his glory, and the very image of his snb-
stance, and upholding all things by the word
of his power, when he had made purification
of sins, sat down on the right hand of the
4 Majesty on high ; having become by 80 much
better than the angels, as he hath inber/ted g
5 more excellent name than they. For unto
which of the angels said he at any time,
Thou art my Son,
This day have I begotten thee 9
and again,
I will be to him a Father,
And he shall be to me a8on?
6 And when he again bringeth in the firstborn
into the world he saith, And let all the angels
7 of God worship him. And of the angels he
saith,
. Who maketh his angels winds,
And his ministers a flame of fire ;
8 but of the Son Ae saith,
Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ;
And the scepter of uprightness is the seep-
ter of thy kingdom,
Thou hast loved rixllwnusneae,
iniquity ; .
Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed
thee
With the oil of gladness aboye
lows,

1

and hatc(i

thy fek
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Time.—The time when this epistle was writ-
ten is unecertain, but probably about A. D. 68,

Home Readings.
A Christmas Lesson. Heb, 1, 1-9,
. A Saviour given, Isa, 9. 1-7, ‘
. Sent of God., 1John 4, 9-15.
. Head over all.  Col. 1, 9-14,
The guiding star. Matt 2, 1-11.
The angel's message,  Luke 2, 1-14,
Seeing and rejoicing.  Luke 2. 1520, |

Lesson Hymns.

No. 301, New Canadian Hymnal,

Hark ! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-horn King.

New Canadian Hymnal,

Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth,

No. 300, New Canadian Hymnal.

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS, |

1. The Son of God, v. 14,
What is our GoLpex Texr?
How had God spoken unto the fathers ¥
Through whom did he afterward speak
What was the Son appointed to be ¥
What had God made through him ¥
What is said of Jesus in verse 3%
To whom is Jesus declared to be superior?

2. His Great Glory, v. 5-9,

How does the apostle prove this ?

Repeat the texts quoted in verse b,

What text concerning the second coming of
our Lord is given in verse 67

What does God say of the angels?

What does he say of his Son ¥

What does Christ love, and what does he hate ¥

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. God used to speak to many people in many
places, giving to each a little of divine truth, just
80 much as that person could understand and re-

“peat. But in the fuliness of time he sent a com-
plete revelation ; all he had to say to human beings
he said at once.  And that revelation came not
by dream or vision or words whispered out of in-

' finite silences, but by a human life, the life of a ;
Jewish carpenter who became a rabbi, Jesus of |

" Nazareth, the “Son of man.”
2. This Jesus of Nazarcth became our Saviour,

| Dee. 25,

He is the express image of God, the Maker of all
worlds, the Upholder of all things,

3. Our salvation is secured no longer by the
offering of sacrificial lambs, the waving of cou-

s, the chanting of psalms, or any other ritual
service ; it is not secured by going to church, or
by any good deeds. Jesus by himself purged
our sins ;" he gave himself as the one sufficient
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

4. Because of his sacrifice for us the whole
universe through countless ages rises to do him
honor. He is higher than all angels, a scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of his kingdom, and
forever hie sits on the right hand of the Majesty
on high.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIA
SCHOLARS.
1. The Son God, v
What is our GOLDE
How had God gpoken unto the fathers ?
Through whom did he afterward speak ?
What was the Son appointed to he ¥
What had God made through him ¥
What is said of Jesus in verse ¢
To whom is Jesus declared to be superior ?
2. His Great Glory, v. 5-9,
How does the apostle prove this?
Repeat the texts quoted in verse 5,
What text concerning the second coming of
our Lord is given in verse 6 ¢
What does God say of the angels ¥
What does he say of his Son ¥
What does Christ love and what does he hate ?

Practical Teachings.
How does this lesson teach—
1. The greatness of the revelation made in
Chri
2. The greatness of the atonement made by
Christ ¥
3. The greatness of the honor given to Christ

QUESTIONS FOR YOUX IR
SCHOLARS.
By whom did God speak in times past ¢
By whom has he spoken in these last duys ¥
How does he speak to us by his Son? Jesus
| came and lived among us,
How can we learn how he livedand died » By
the story of his life,
1 Where is it told ?
| What do we learn in the Bible? How to live
| 50 as to please Jesus.
Where was Jesus born ¥
How did he come into the world ?
Who were waiting to welcome him ¥
What did the angels’ song declare ?
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How may we haye the peace he came to hrimz?, NEW OHURCH CATECHISY,
By letting him come into our hearts,

How do we know that he came to help and | 4. How doth our Lord set forth our duty to God
bless children ¢ Beenuse he called them to [ and our fellow-men ?
him.

Was that call for the
only? No, it was for all the children that |
should ever live, ‘

Who are the happy children » Those who | . $ 2
have heard and obeyed the call, ; mind, and thy neighbor as thyself,

Have you heard and obeyed the call v Luke x,

' Our Lord sets forth our duty to God and our
children of that time fellow-men in these words: “Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
sonl, and with an thy strength, and with all thy

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
God’s Christmas Gify,
I s Sox, Ok Ry DEEVER,
Uto ws by his Son, v, 9, Puvged oy sing, v, 3,
Thou art my Son, Acts 13, 33, By his own blooq, He
The Son of God, Mark 1,1, Bare our sing, | pe
IL His Her, " Ovr King,
Weir of all things, v, 2, Seepter of thy kingdom, v, 8,
All things into his hand. John 3, 45, Above every name, Phil, 9, 9, 10,
Joint heirs with Christ, Rom, 8, 17, Government. .. .no end, |
- His Inage, VL Ocnk Gon,
The... .image of his person, v, 3, Thy thyowe, O (o, V. 8
The image of ... .(iod 2Cor. 4. 4, The Word was God, John 1, 1,
Seen me....seen the Father. John 14, 9, Manifest in the flesh, 1 Tim. 3, 16,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Our Christmas lesson is taken from one of the strongest and loftiest lettops EVEr written—the
Epistle to the Hebrew s It appeared early in the history of the Chureh, but who w rote it and ex-
actly to whom it was written no one knows, True, in our Bibles it bears the name of Paul, but
that name stands in none of the aneient manuseripts, and the scholarship of Christendom is gradu-
ally settling down to the conviction that the letter could not have been written by Paul. It has
been called the last appeal of Lhristianity to Judaism—an appeal made while thepe still seemed to
be some possibility of harmony between the leaders of the two forms of religion, Soon after it
Was written came the great uprising of the Jews against the Romans, Jerusalem destroyed,
and the slender ties existing between Christians and Jows were forever disrupted, The epistle fol-
lows a method of interpretation and of teaching which is very foreign to onp modern methods,
Nevertheless, there are passages in it (one of which is chosen for ourlesson) which are not surpassed
inall literature, not only for their divine sweep of thought and doctrine, but for their practical
Learing on ev day life in every century of time. QOup bassage to-day is about g Messenger who,
We are told, is the heir of all things, absolutely righteous, and yet full of loving-kindness. He
carries a message which could not be intrusted to prophets or angels, the message of salvation to
alost world. The lesson presents a highly poetic and rhetorical view of the mission of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and is, therefore, particularly adapted to the Christmas season,

Verse 1, ']’huhvuinninunrlhisv]nlslloi~' singu- | of the involved sentence which we now study,
lavly lofty, Thereisa certain rh_\lhmh-nu-lml_\ in | rid of its parenthesis, is simply : Gop man
the words even when turned into English, The SPOKEN,  Who at sundry times and in
argument begins where hoth the natural and the | divers ma €rs spake in time past, Ti
Mipernatural begin, with God. But our mll'll-’ Revised Version is, Having of old time spoken
tion is not first directed to God's attributes—how., by divers portions and in divers manners.”
as other apostles tell us, in him dwell all power | Perhaps *“manifoldly and variously " carries the
and wisdom anq love—but to his energetic en- | thonght ; imperfectly, of course, for there could
deavors for the salvation of man. The first part ' not be a perfect revelation with such imperfect
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agencies as the “prophets ™ to write and the |
“fathers” to read, It was a horde of chil-

dren in intellect and spirituality, but with fully ‘
developed physical powers and desires, |h.|l

Moses led from Egypt to Canaan. The whole \
world was in its infaney, and God through ‘
Moses treated its infantile souls much as we |
treat the children in our primary classes, By a
series of object lessons and fr
tions he sought gradually to develop thei II‘ minds
and spirits, The whole Mosaic ritual was a
series of symbols made up for the purpose of
forcing the baby world to ask questions about

God and heaven, Every act of Jewish life be-
came an acted parable. The killing of lambs,
the tinkling of bells, the burning of incense, the
embroidery of garments, the muzzling of oxen,
the fencing of roofs, and the thousand other
daily incidents were made typical—that is, they
were used to teach deeper truths than those
which appeared on the surface. And those
truths all had to do with the coming One. Thus
Isracl became in a true sense a priest nation for
mankind, But the truths which the priests and
prophets had thus instituted were *“ sundry and
s,” unconnected and incomplete. Unto
the fathers by the prophets, The *“fathers”
are the Hebrew ancestry,  * By " should be *in,”
for the statement is made of the written word.
The * prophets* here seems to stand for all the
inspired writings within reach of the Jews. 8o
that this first verse by its parenthesis asserts
that the Old Testament is fragmentary and im-
perfect compared with the full revelation of God
through Christ.

2. In these last days. At the end of these
days. At the conclusion of the Jewish Church
and State, By his Son. Notice that the word
his is italic in the Revised as well as in the Au-
thorized Version, which means that it is inserted
by the translators to make the sentence intelli-
gible, and that there is nothing corresponding to
it in the Greek. Neither is there any article, as
the Revised Version (margin) suggests, ‘*‘ @ Son.”
It is better to read it exactly as it is written, He
is *“Son of God” in an empbhatic and exclusive
sense, and while there are other true sonships, he
holds his sonship in common with none. Whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, “If
children, then heirs.” By whom also he made
the worlds. The Greek word is “‘all ages.”
(Compare John 1. 3; Col. 1. 16,)

3. Who being the brightness of his glory
and the express image of his person. Or,
“ Who, being the ray of brightness from his glory
(80 in the Nicene creed, Light of light) and the

|
his glory, and the impress

substance
(margin). No man hath seen G« v time, but
the only begotten Son is hi esentation
| among men. There is a beautiful old Hebrew
saying concerning wisdom which resembles this,
“ For wisdom is the brightness of the everlasting
light, the unspotted mirror of the power of ol
and the image of his goodness.,” When he
had by himself purged our sins. That is,
he did not make purification of sins by saeritices
and types, but by the surrender of himself for
the sins of the world. Sat dowmn on the
right hand of the Majesty on high.s A\n
oriental premicr sits on the right side of the
throne,

4. Being made so much better than the
angels, “ Having become so much better,”  In
modern English the verse seems to mean : Oup
Lord’s effective efforts to atone between Gl
and man exalted him and distinguished him
above angels and all other ereatures quite s
far as did any essential superiority of lis
nature,

5. Unto which of the angels said he,
The writer is now appealing to the silence of
revelation, It runs counter to some of our
methods of explanation and interpretation to
note that his quotations had in the first case refor
ence to David and his seed. But it was assuimd
by Hebraic thinkers that such passages had o
fuller application and a larger ac L()Ill[lll'-hlln nt
in the Christ. Thou art my Son. (Psa.
I will be to him a Father. (Sce 2 8am, 7
where it is said,of the seed of David.)

6. And again. Literally, “But again.'
When he bringeth in the firstbegotten,
“When he shall have brought the firstbegotton. ™
Apparently the sense is with reference to 1.
time when he shall have brought the firstbegor
ten. Into the world. 1In the sense of the in
habited earth, not of the universe. e saith,
The citation is either directly from Deut, 32, 1
where the Septuagint has the words, *Rejoic
with him, ye heavens, and let all the angels o
God worship him,” or, by a slight |u|np1.nlwv
from the Septuagint rendering of Psa, 97. i
““ Worship him, all ye angels of his,” where nu
Authorized Version, after the ebrew text, reads,
“All ye gods.”

7. And of the angels he saith. Bt
“ While he saith to the angels,” The citation
is from Psa, 104. 4, Septuagint version,

8. Unto the Son he saith, Quoted fron
Psa. 45, 6, 7.

9. The oil of gladness was the symbo' of

#tamp or impression of his essence.” The Re-
vised Version has, ‘ Who being the effulgence of

rejoicing, and especially of induction into the
holy offices of priesthood and royalty,
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CRITICAL

The authorship of the Epistle to the Iebrews
is in doubt, but the message gives no uncertain
sotind,  The presumption is that, as it was writ-
ten at Rome, probably shortly before Paul’s
yrdom, Paul had some connection with its
‘paration.  He may have written it, or he
have furnished the mate

D HO

may
rials for some other per-
son to work out, possibly Barnabas op Apollos,
There are many theories concerning the author-
ship of the epistle, but while it would be a satis-
faction to know definitely who the author was
and the circumstances of its publication, yet
these facts are not particularly essential to its
interpretation,  The author was appealing to
the Jews and striving to win theip allegiance to
the Messiah, but the letter js adapted to all who
ha not accepted him as theip Saviour and
Mediator,

Verse 1. At sundry times,
would concede the truth of this statement with-
out the necessity of argument,
familiar with the law and the prophets, and
their whole history as a people was a record of
sundry times and divers manners of God's rey-
elations to them,

2. In these last days. The writer recog-
nized the coming of the Messiah as marking a

ual history of the Hebrew history,
From this point it was ne
case with the Tebrews, and «
who looked upon Jesus as simply ““the carpen-
ter's son,” and who regarded his assumption as
the Son of God as absurd. To the writer of the
cpistle the Son, being the herald of a new dis-
pensation, was the bearer of a4 new message,
which supplanted the old message, as the Son
himself transcended the prophets who foretold
his coming. Heir of all things. By compar-
ing Col. 1, 18-18 we get a glimpse of the domin-
ion over which the Son holds sway, and see,
further, a valid suggestion as to the Pauline
authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews,

3. The brightness of his glory. The ren-
dering of the Revised Version, ‘“effulgence,”
better. The word translated “glory " denot
‘‘the resplendent glory of God's majesty as the
means by which he makes a revelation of him-
self and claims the adoration of his creatures,
In Christ this glory is received and concentrated
in an individual, personal image, rayed or
beamed forth, as it were, from the Deity, and
itself, therefore, beaming forth its brightness in
turn. - This beaming image is then no mere mir-
rored reflection, no fleeting phenomenon pro-
duced merely for a svecific and definite purpose,

Iis Son,
sary to argue the
*specially with those
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The Hebrews |

They were I

new dispensation and a new epoch in the spirit- |

MILETICAL NOTES.
| Tt has expressed in it the esse
| just as the figure op
| die."—2fn,

| 4. Better than the ange
as Mediator he exerci
| angels have no
power,

ntial being of God,
image is contained in the

I8¢ In his relation
sed a funetion in which
part, and in many ways—origin,
lon, dominion, name ~he

miss wus in-
“Ilnilvl_\ their superior, although by his ine A
| tion he who “thought it not robbery to be equal
[ with God became “a little lower than the an-
gels,” to which of the angels, Th
| periority of Jesus 1o the angel
by the Seripture
‘n-ulls to his aid,

e su-
is made clearer
8 Which the writer of the epistle

(See Psa, 2 28am, 7, 14;
[Rom. 8. 205 Deut, 13, 43, ¢ Paa, 104, 45 45,
6, 7; Isa. 61, 1.) The seriptural quotations con-
tinue for nearly the entive remainder of the chap-
]lt-r. With the ac ymplishment of his work as a
redeemer the Messinh resumed his position of
infinite superiority over the

6. When he bringeth, 7Tne reference is
evidently to the second coming of Christ, al-
though some biblical scholars seem inclined to
connect it with “a public and formal presen-
tation of Christ after the ascension ;" some
‘1o some otherwise unrecorded and like pre-
sentation previous to the hu'nrlmrinn,” and
still others to a presentation “accompanying
[ the incarnation.” All the angels, (Sce Deut,
2. 43, 70.)  Angels Xist, and are not to be wor.
shiped, but they rendop worship to the One who
was “made 8o much better than the angels,”
he invocation of angels as minis-

angels,

| Moll says, “T)
ters to our needs and mediators of salvation is

1o less irrational and absurd than the denial of
their existence and of thejp employment in the
| service of God for the benefit of the heirs of sal
vation is unseriptural,”
8. Unto the Son. The reference is to Psa,
‘4.‘1 y the interpretation of which is difficult,
but the sense is clear, and as the Jews accepted
| this psalmas applying to the Messiah, the appro-
priateness of quoting it in this place is apparent,
The sway of the promised Messiah was to be uni-

is | versal. The Jaws repudiated the claims of the
es [ Messiah in whom the

writer of the epistle be-
lieved, and for whose triumph he labored, and
they are still awaiting his coming,

Thoughts for Young People,
Motive for Heeding the Gospel.

1. We should give earnest heed to the Gospel
when we hear it because it comes from God,
who is the head of all authority. (Verses 1,3)

2. We should heed the Gospel because i
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|
comes to us through Jesus Christ, who is the

Son of God, and the brightness of his Father's
glory. (Verses 3-8.)

3. We should give heed to the Gospel
cause it gives to us the pardon and pur
of sins, through the blood of Christ, (Verse &

4. We should give heed to the Gospel because
of the penalties attending negleet of it. (Verses
2, 8.)

5. We should give heed to the Gospel because
of the wondrous works which attend it, works as
great now as in the early days. (Verse 4.) |

Orientalisms of the Lesson. ‘
|

The late Rev. Dr. J. A, Davis, missionary to
China, in a paper 1 before the American So- |
ciety of Comparative Religion, discussed the
“Messiahs of the Ieathen.” Among the in-
stances collated was that of the Hindu Parusha.
The Rig Veda says, “ From him (Parusha) was
born Viraj, and from Viraj was Parusha pro-
duced whom gods made their oblation, With
Parusha as a victim they performed a sacritice,”
The great Hindu lawgiver, Manu, says that Parn-
sha was the first male and was born Lord, by
whom the world was made. In one of the Brah-
manas this sacrifice is spoken of as voluntary [
and availing. The late Professor Baner]
high-caste Hindu by blood, but a (' hern, says, |
in commenting on this n'mulk ible sacritice, “ It |
is not easy to account for the genesis of th
ideas in the Veda, of one born in the beginning, |
Lord of all creatures, offering himself a sacrifice
of deified mortals, except on the assumption that
it is based on the tradition of the ‘Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world,””

The Egyptians had the story, before the |imo!
of Moses, of the death of Osiris for the sins of
man. Inthe tombs of those supposed to have
lived before the Hebrews entered Egypt, to copy
from Dr. Davis, ‘‘is recorded the strange history
of human transgression when war rose between
God and man, and only by blood was peace
made.” . “This son of God (Osiris) is born
of a virgin influenced by rays of light from
heaven, Ile goes forth to teach men a better
life, and turns the nations back to faith and
righteousness, But he meets with foes so vindie-
tive, so mighty, 8o crafty, that he is slain for hu-
man sin. And then he passes into the unseen
and nether world, where he becomes the judge
of the quick and the dead. Yet some day he is
to rise again. And the dying hope of the devout
Egyptian was to dwell with the loving Osiris at
last and forever.” Osiris is reputed to have died
when about thirty years of age.

These instances are given without any attempt

to account for them or to confirm their aceuracy,
or to give the original form of the tradition,
How far later notions may have been read into
them, how far the greater light of our own day
may illumine them beyond their original coneept,
scarcely matters, as they are chiefly of interest in
suggesting that they probably had their origin in
the same ideal revelation, and they are dear to
those who have nothing better,  They are all il-
Iuminated by the revelation of Jesus Christ i
the New Testament,
Verse 3 speaks of Jesus sitting down on
the “right hand of the Majesty on high,” When
John Lawrence became viceroy of India and
summoned the princes and kings of all India, to
come for the first time into his presence as such,
there was much difficulty in determining tie
ordey of the rank of some of these kings and
nobles.  One of these ruled eleven millions of
people, another nine millions, and they were
jealous of the traditions of their blood and of

| their great deeds and wealth,  Each of these de

manded to be seated next to the viceroy, and the
contention was settled by a compromise of one
sitting on his right hand alone, and the other on
his left hand at the head of the long line of
eighty or more prinees and nobles,

By Way of Illustration,

Revelation throngh prophets,  The prophets were
the men who stood on the mountain tops, and
were thus able to get a glorious outlook for their
race and the world. But as the stars are above

: even the tallest mountain peak by many thou-
| sand miles, so Jesus is above the wisest, greatest
| prophet,

S The erpress image of his person.”  In an old
palace in Rome there is a chamber on the eeil-
ing of which is painted that wondrous fresco of
Guido—the * Aurora.” If one stood underncath

l'and gazed up in the darkness, one might get a

faint sense of outline and color; but the strain
upon one’s neck was so great that before you
could get a view of the painting yon must drop
your head, A few years later I went again to sce
the “ Aurora,” when the custodian led me to a
table and bade me sit there and look down at
the table, I discovered that its top was a plate
glass mirror, in which every beauteous line and
all the marvelous coloring of the aurora wer
perfectly reflected. That was a fine device for
revealing the fresco.  For all the long ages past
men have been trying to get glimpses of God,
the fact of whose being is revealed in nature
above and below. But the light has been dim,
for “who by searching can find out God?"
But now, at last, God has sent forth his Son,
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*the express image of his person, and the very meaning for us sinee our

brightness of his glory,” in whom the Father is
perfectly revealed.— Peutecost,

The voice, I went to hear the most wonderful
organ in the world, and it was played by a mas-
ter. How those wonderful sounds throbbed
around us and helped us in imagir ition to see
all that was told through that marvelous instru-
ment ! We had tempests and storms and battles
and tumults, And then suddenly in the midst
of the tempest there sounded u beautiful voice,
a human voice, I thought it to bey and it rose on
the wings of sound over all the hurricanes, and
before it the tumult melted into swectest har-
mony. It was the human-voice stop.  Amidst
the crash of kingdoms g
panics and fears, one Voice, and it was a divine-
human voice, has been able to quict the storms
and bring harmony to the world,  God hath
spoken to us by his Son.—£. 2 oo,

i thrones, amidst

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It is good to * rest beside the weary rowd ' of
sinand defeat over which we have come in the
ories of Israel and Judah, and hear the angels
sing, “Unto you is born this day in the eity
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.”
miah heard the far-away notes of this song above
the discords of Jerusalem and the wails of the
captivity, Tle prophesied: “ Behold, the days
ith the Lord, that T will raise unto David
arighteous Branch, and a King shall reign and
prosper, and shall execute judgment and Jjustice
in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved,
and Israel shall dwell safe and ¢

)

Jere-

s is his name

whereby he shall be ealled, Tie Lok orn RiGur-

EOUSNESS,”  And, “ Behold, I will bring it health
and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal
unto them the abundance of peace and trath
And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity,
whereby they have sinned against me 5 and I will
pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have
sinned, and whereby they have transgressed
against me. And it shall be to me a name of joy,
a praise and an honor before all the nations of
the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do
unto them : and they shall fear and tremble for
all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I
procure unto it.”  Was ever asweeter Christmas
carol sung? I wish every Jew could hear it, and
rejoice in its promise. Would you not like to
tell it so that all might know? The Christmas
hells ring out the blessed tidings ; the Restorer
has come ; his word is sure
as truly us was the word foretelling the captivity,

Will you not pray that his scattered people may
hear and believe? This day should have a new

NUNDAY SCHool BANNER,
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studies in Jewish b
Our interests are ¢ losely allied with the
We sometimes regard the Jews with prejudice
and dislike, but they are aliving testimony to the
truth of the Bible, It is chiefly a record of theiy
history and prophecy  concerning them,
Through them we have received these saerd
oracles.  The man who wrote the words of ouy
lesson was a Jew. This epistle was written to
Hebrews,  Jesus came from the tribe of Judah,
He was their promised Mess
was sent 1o them before it w
Gentiles,

tory,

of

1 and the Gospel
as preached to the
God has not cast away his people
which he foreknew.” ¢« A Israel shall be saved ;
as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacoh,"

In studying this lesson with only my Bible fop
a commentary I have seen visions from moun-
tain tops of prophecy 5 I have heard songs and
luughter and shouts of Joy above earth’s s est,
sounds ; I have scen Jerusalem’s restored walts
of salvation, and her Jeweled gates of praise. )
have seen the glory of the Lori shining above the
gross darkness of the people ; Gentile comingto
its light, and kings to the brightuess of its rising,
*tas the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the
garden causeth the things that are sown initto
spring forth ; so the Lord God will cause right-
cousness and praise to spring forth hefore all the
nations,”” because unto us is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lowd,
If he truly is your Raviour, you maysing your
Christmas carols with a glad and thankful heart |

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Two themes appear in this lesson, not de-
tached, but blended together in the verses, Lot
us separate them and develop the thoughts in
connection with each. 1, A great  Saviour,
(1) He is great in his origin (verses 2, 3). e s
the Son of God, the effulgence of his Father’s
glory, the manifestation of his person, highey
than the ange Yet he became our Saviour
(2) Heis great in his power (verse 3). He made
the world, and he sustains the world. Yet he
was willing to renounce all to save us | 3) He
is great in his self-surrender (verse 3). Heé
“made purification for sins,” not by offering a
sacrifice, but by offering himself, giving his own
blood to save us, (4) He is great in his present
exaltation (verse 3), Having given himself to
die, and risen again, he has ascended once more

and will be fulfilled | to his throne, and sits at God’s right hand, bear-

ing the name that is above every name. (5) He
is great in his glorious return (verse 6). *“When
he again bringeth in the firsthorn.”  The Revised
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Version contains a reference to the Saviour's
second coming in glorious majesty, attended by
the‘angels. (6) Ile is great in his eternal rule
(verse 8), His throne and scepter are forever,
and his kingdom shall never pass away. 2, A4
great salvation, (1) The Gospel salvation is great
because it comes from God (verse 1), Its origin
is in the throne of the universe. (2) It is great
i’ the preparation made for it (verse 1), Fo

thousands of years the prophets were preparing |

the way and lifting up the people to a readiness
for the Gospel. (3) It is great because pro-
claimed by God’s Bon (verse 2). The loftiest Be-
img in the universe stoops from his throne and
brings salvation to guilty men. (4) It is great
because of its purifying work (verse 3). Its
purpose is to take away sin, to make men pure;
and this work it accomplishes for multitudes.
Thousands can say, ‘‘Ile has taken away my
#ins 1" (5) It is great in its responsibilities
(chapter 2, verse 1). It requires us to give earn-
est heed lest we drift away from its opportuni-
tes and lose them, (6) It is great because of its
petnialties (verses 2, 8).  There is just recompense
of reward to those who neglect its call, a punish-
ment all the greater because the neglect shows
coritempt of God. (7) It is great because of the
miracles attending it (verse 4), Its truth is at-
tested by mighty works of salvation from sin
and transformation of character now,

Before the Class,

Introduction, Our Christmas lesson for this
year is taken from the Epistle to the Hebrews,
‘“a mighty work . . . the last appeal of Chris-
tianity to Judaism.” The author of this epistle
is mot known, but there is no question as to the
message which the book contains and that it is
rightly placed in the canon,

Development of the text, Place upon the black-
board the subject, “God’s Christmas Gift,” and
consider the verses of the lesson under the three
heads : 1. The loving Father ; 2, The sacrificing
8on ; 3. The glorious kingdom,

‘1. The loving Father. From the moment sin
entered into the world God in his love for his
ciiildren has exerted himself to win them back to
an‘allegiance to himself and to his standards of
righteousness. The first two verses of our lesson
summarize what has been done for us in the way
of revealing God’s will to us, There have been
many prophets and many forms of revelation,
“law and prophecy, doctrine and exhortation,
warning and consolation, threatening and prom-
is¥ in the prophetic discourse.” The last and
greatest revelation was through his Son Jesus
Christ.. Draw out from the class thoughts as to

ways in which God has shown himself as a loving

father, such as («) In his laws ; (b) In his warn-

ings; (¢) In his punishments ; (d) Inhis long-suf-

fering ; (¢) In his promises and their fulfillment ;

() In his providings, ete., leading the class up

to an appreciation of the greatest manifestation
| of his love in the giving of Jesus the Christ, his
| only Son, with the gift of life in his hands.

2. The sacrificing Son, In Jesus, the divine Son
of God and also Son of man, we have a revelation
of what it is possible for man to attain unto, for
the time will come when we shall be presented to
the Father perfect in Christ Jesus. The Christ
man then is («) Self-sacrificing in his nature,
Jesus gave himself and all that he had to his
great mission of saving fallen humanity. Is the
servant greater than the Master? (b)) A revela-
tion of godliness in his life, Jesus was the express
image of God to man, 8o should his disciples he
a revélation of the Christ spirit to all men. (¢)
Redemptive in his work, The Son of man ** him-
self purged our sin,” thus opening the doors of
eternal life to the imprisoned soul, Our lives
should be such as will help everyone with whom
we come in contact to a higher and purer plane
of daily living,

3. The glorious kingdom. The kingdom of G,
whose citizens are these Christ-men, is the King-
dom whose doors have been opened to us through
the work of Christ, Note here that (a) The King
is the 8on, who is * appointed heir of all things.”
() The scepter is the scepter of righteousness,
This is the ruling force in this glorious kingdom.
(¢) The duration of this kingdom is for all time.
“Thy throne, O God, is forever and forever
Citizenship in this kingdom is what Christ offers,

Specifie application,  Briefly review the outline
presented in the text development and emphasize
the threefold nature of God’s Christmas
first, his love ; second, his Son, bringing the gift
of eternal life ; and third, the glorious kingdom
of righteousness, prepared for all who love his
appearing. This gift is free to all upon the ful
fillment of certain very simple conditions, It is
offered to all to-day, What shall we do with it

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Joy to the world,

Hark ! the herald angels sing.

O little town of Bethlehem,

All hail the power of Jesus' name,
Tell it out,

Hark ! what mean those holy voices ?
Hail, to the Lord’s Anointed.

Prince of peace,

The joyful morn.

Glory to God.
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FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.’
Dec. 25.
Golden Text.

Return unto me, and I will rety
you, saith the Lord of hosts, Mal. 3,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Golden Text. For unto you Is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2, 11,

TITLES, GOLDEN TEXTS, WHaAT Aorr, FOR ME.

Help us, O Lord— A Great Revival, | Seek the

| ord,
‘ In all thy ways— A Wise King, | God’s law is good,
1 And the men did- Working fc . | Love and give.
I heard the voice of — | Doing God's Work, There is work for me,
’ The earth shall be— | The Kingdomof Peace,| Imay helpbring peace,
| Yield yourselyes— Coming Back to God, | **Return unto Me,"
God is our refuge— God our Helper, ‘ Look to Jesus.
I we confess— Sinning and Repent-| * Jesus will help it
| ng. you try."
IX. | %L My son, if sinners— | The Safe Way, Be wise now,
X. | TheB.of the L, F. Blessed are they that— The Holy Word, Love the word of God,
XI T.toD. G.'s W, | The word of our God— The Solid Rock. Keep his words,

. 1
XIL The C. of J, | Ye shall seek me— The Fruit of Sin, Sin Is sure to kill,
—_— e Yoshallseekme— | 1 e DD G (ORI,
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RESPONSIVE SEQVICE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER.

Supt. Topic and Golden Text of Lesson 1. |
Boys. Reformation under Asa.
*Help us, 0 Lord our God;

for we rest on

LESSON IV,
Fourth Single Voice, In this chapter of Isaiah we
have the whole Gospel.  We learn about God, u Saviour,

| conviction of sin, forgiveness, consecration, a call to

Supt. Lesson 11,

Boys, Jehoshaphat's Good Reign,

Giris, *In all thy ways acknowledge him,
shall direct thy paths,

Lesson [11,

. The Temple Repaired.

** And the men did the work faithfully.”

Lesson IV

Boys. Isalah € ullml to Serviee,

Girls. *' 1 heard the voice of the Lord, saying. Whom |
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here
am I; send me. |

Supt. Lesson V |

Boys. \i«\ﬂlah $ Kingdom Foretold. |

Girls. ** The earth shall be full of he knowledge of |
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

Nupt. Lesson VI,

Boys, H: inh's

Girls, ** Yield yourse
into his sanetuary.”

Supt. Lesson VII

llnux he Assyrian Invasion,

Firls. ** Godis our refuge and strength, a very present ‘
help in trouble.”

Supt. Lesson VIIL ‘

Boyx. Manasseh's 8in and Repentance,

Girls. *If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just |
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- |
eousness,” |

Supt. Lesson IX.

Boys. Temperanece Lesson,

My son, if sinners entice thee,

and he
|

Girls,
Supt.

Passover.

s unto the Lord, and enter

consent thou |
Supt. Lesson

Boys. The l]mk of the Law Found,

Girls. “Blessed are they that kee, " lmu stimonies, and |
that seek him with the whole beart.

Supt. Lesson XI.

Boys. Trying to Destroy God's Word,

Girls, *“The wurd of our God shall stand forever.™

Supt. Lesson X

Boys. The (‘ammn of Judah,

ls, ** Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall

Gir
search for me with all your heart.'

LEssoN 1.

First Single Voice. We learn from Asa that the first
duty of every man and nation is reform, The best |
preparation for the hard battles of life is in performing |
the daily duties of every day. When we have gone over |
10 the Lord's side, as Asa did, we have a right to expect
the Lord's help.

LEssoN 11 |
iSmnml Ningle Voice. Jehoshaphat's refgn was a good |
relgn—

1 B'.-cause he made his defenses strong against the |
en

2 He had his people well instructed.

3. He sought the Lord God of his father,

The Christian soldier should—

1. Never forget that he has an enemy.

2. He should study his Bible,

3. And depend upon the Lord,

LEesson 111

Third Single Voice. When the house of God is
neglected and out of n-pnlr it is a sure sign of a decline
1n religion ~ We oug|
toget. Giving forlhe Lord’s work should be universal
and enthusiastic.

volunteer service, a hard service,

| may be.

and final redemption
The work of God's servants is often hard and discour-

aging, but there is always certain sucecess in the end.

LESSON V.

Fifth Single Voice. The Golden Age of the Bible is yet
o comme, nnly with Jesus as King will these good ¢
ever daw

The Holy Spirit 18 the fountain of intelligence and
truth, As the white light of the sun is made up of many
colors and hues, so the Holy Spirit comprises all gifts
and graces.

LEssoN VI,

Sixth Single Voice. Christ's first work in t‘nnwnlnu
asoul or in renewing a church is to cleanse away s

n |~ our duty to carry the Gospel invitation to l‘N'H-
o

\\ @ must expeet that some will reject it.

There will always be some who will m'tepl it,

LESSON VII.

Neventh Single Voice, Lesson VII teaches us that one
man and God at his back is stronger than S8ennacherit
and his soldiers.  Both the king and the prophet worked
as well as ||ru)ml God sometimes waits before he sends
deliverance, that his people may increase their faith,

LESSON VIIIL
Eighth Single Voice. We learn from Manasseh's evil

| influence that sin is a disease which is catching,

Punishraent is a school for training men,

God's mercey 18 like the wideness of the sea. If that
colossal sinner, Manasseh, could be forgiven, all sini
He isun A-umple of a great slnnar. sineel
peullonl and thoroughly reformed.

LEssoN IX.

Ninth Single Voice, Lesson IX teaches us that we
should not try to guide our souls over the unknown sex
of life without learning from the experienced. No one
is sufe who enters the place of temptation.

‘I'his lesson gives us a strong contrast between the path
of the just and the way of the wicked—the one ending
in noontide glory, and the other in darkness,

LESSON X.
Tenth Single Voice. The reading of the Bible gives us
An awakened conscience.
More light on the path of duty.
s threatenings.
God's tender mercies,
Men and nations cannot do without God any more

| than this earth can do without a sun,

LEssoN XI.

Elcventh Single Voice. Bad men hate the Bible nn
seek to destroy it because it condemns them.  All effort-
1o destroy God's word are useless, It is like tryiow
put out a fire by blowing it.

The injury comes to those who try to destroy it.

LEssON XII.

Twelfth Single Voice. The great lesson to be learned
from this destruction of Jerusalem is God's persistent

and constant effort to prevent it.

Thv punishment was a necessary part of God's disci-
p ne.
There comes a time when no moral influences can

ht to go to church to give as well as | touch the hardened soul,

There I8 always a remnant left.
God’s kingdom does not perish,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.
The Waiting King. ways.  The grain of wheat that must die, that it

WHAT if you had been at Bethlehem the night | may live uguin. and the tree that springs from
of the coming of the Baviour and some child out | the root of the decayed parent tree— as g teil
i the road had asked you the way to the manger | €6 and as an ouk whose substane is in them
in the stable ? You would have counted it as an | When they cast their | % 50 the holy seed shall
honor, tuken it as a rare privilege, to have been | lf" the f”'f"“‘“"" ”'f'“'"' "—these tell a story of
the guide of that little pilgrim into the infant | 1if¢ springing out of death that we may read at
Saviour's presence. An opportunity centuris | """I'_") "'"l"v X . ol
4go, is it not your privilege to-day ¥ At this time [ he story of the divine provision for human
of the year the thought of the nearness of Ch needs as told us by lhl"[.{.l‘nlozls-(s is another na-
pervades all our life, The road to the ,-mlxlu‘"m' i 4 “’!lh o '\mf'"”ul history within it.
of the inn runs along the very street on which | Great beds of anthracite lie where they were
we live, stored by the ages, and bearing the imprint of
the forests which they once were, hut which no
human eye ever looked upon. They are the
stores provided by a Father for a great world
family yet unborn, Ie knew that they would

That lovely feature of the incarnation, the
childhood of Jesus, comes down to tiie humblest,
the youngest. Bethlehem's street goes by every
child’sdoor, It only needs the invitation of a 4 g ”
Voice, a guiding hand, to make a connection be- | Waste their forests, while they Hironssd and
tween the children and that nearing, waiting ('o\:m‘ﬂl (Ilw earth, and so he stored his own for
Saviour. It is a beautiful mir one lms“hf"""“"“"" honds, ) X
chosen when, catching the spirit of Jesus, it n'" story of ","" carth is that of a human life
$100ps to the little ones with loving arms, and \\rnnv‘n large. The Lord, who klun\\'s us frm})
then lifts them to the gentle bosom of the King, | "[_“m"y’ oK _“'M before we ?)"gl“ to take his
‘This {8 the time for earnest prayer, the Lour for | !mlum and n{xhleousncsn to live by we shall be
effort. It is one of the divine Spirit’s chosen | Wise and l.‘“.'lll In our own eyes, and try to direet
seasons for seed sowing. The hour of vour our own lives, He sees also that we shall miser-
opportunity is striking, | ably we shall waste our substance and

° begin te be in want, so while we are yet infants

PRIMARY T}.M‘"E—"‘_’ u~; rlllc‘un‘c-ng«-rm o he brings all holy and innocent affections and
. 2 2 it i | Stores them in our inmost spirit. He gives his
best s and methods, A fine opportunity is angels charge concerning us, and
provided for superior training in the Bible Nor- . ‘ “’ .
mal College, at Springfield, Mass. Extension | “ Ieaven lies ubout us in our infancy,”
courses are offered for the year 1898-99, which | He allows mothers to be the chief channels
are especially valuable for primary teachers, | through which he brings his love and truth, and
There are three of these courses, each a unit i | later teachers may aid in a work that angels
itself, but all so related that a student wishing | might covet, To bring the seced of the word,
to remain longer than the ten weeks in which the | grain by grain, here a little and there a little, and
course is covered can do so to advantage, | put it away in the heaven-guarded treasury of a
The courses include Bible study, child study, | child’s mind is a privilege that few can measure,
general pedagogy, sociology and missions, and [ A little child wandering down an English lane
Bible school pedagogy. The CXPenscs are very | saw a cottage door open, and ventured to stand
low, and it is to be hoped that many will avail | on the little doorstone and look in. e saw a
themselves of this opportunity, | bed, onwhich lay a woman who seemed to be very
The second course for the year will open Jan- ill. S8he was alone, and he heard her repeat over
uary 4, 1899, For further information address  and over some words that had a strange sound
the president Bible Normal College, Springfield, | as they came to him out of the shadows of the
Mass, | low room. She said :
TN i “Lin Thee, and Thou in me !
Food in Famine. These words carried no meaning with them, but
BY MARY A, LATHBURY, they inclosed aseed that was hidden away by the
THE story of the natural creation is the story of | Lord in the inmost soul of the child, and years
the spiritual creation written in another language, | after, when he had grown to manhood, and in a
and told over and over in a thousand differing | new land and among new friends was beginning
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the new life of faith, the words that he heard

as a child at a cottage door in an English village
came back to him full of a deep and blessed
meaning,

He afterward told this story of his childhood
with its sequel to a visiting friend. His little
daughter stood near him listening., She won-
dered what those words could mean that her
father thought so beautiful, and then thought of
them no more, after, when she also had
entered upon the new life, the words came back
to her, and they bore with them the same

Ycurs

strength and sweetness that had blessed the |

dying woman in the English cottage,

Thus was a seed wafted over more than half a
century, stopping twice to take root in the heart of
a little child all unconscious of its nature, but to|
whom, years after, it became bread in time n{
need. Who guided and preserved the seed ? Not
the child, “Ithe Lord dokeep it,” says the word,
‘1 will water it every moment : lest any hurt it I
will keep it night and day.”

Mother, teacher, have faith in God. He does
not make you responsible for the growth of the
sced 5 he only places it in your hand and asks
you to sow it faithfully and lovingly in his name,
““Cast thy bread (seed) upon the waters.”
the morning sow thy seed,” and be sure that
some time it will be brought forth by the Lord
into the consciousness of him who received it for
his regeneration and spiritual growth. Sooner
or later it will be food in time of famine,

-

Everyday Teaching.
M.

BY MRS, 8, CLARK,

Tue object of the Sunday school teacher is to
lead her scholars to Christ and then build them
up in Christ, or help them to live lives of truth,

S8ome think the lessons taught in the Sabbath
school are like the clothing worn on the Sabbath
day, to be laid away when the day is over till an-
other week. Some time ago I had oceasion to
speak to a class of children on Monday. It was
necessary for me to refer to some of the places
made sacred by our blessed Master. The chil-
dren’s faces were perfect blanks., One would
have supposed they had never heard of the Bible.
I asked the question, “Don’t you go to Sunday

school, and have you never seen this? " (drawing |

the outline of the map of Palestine.) A little
light began to dawn on some of the faces.
Finally one child broke oat with, * O, that is for
Sunday. We learned that in Sunday school, I
didn’t know as you wanted that to-day ?" The
Sunday and Monday were two entirely different
days, and the phy was as diff as
Greek and English. They had no idea the

“In |

countries remain the same every day of the
week.

This is but one point in our teaching. There
is a sort of Sunday respect, Sunday gentleness,
Sunday refinement, which ought to be carried
through the entire week. How can we teach
our scholars that our Father in heaven may he
approached at any time? In the church kindep-
garten we might very easily do it, but what can
be done when we have but one hour in the seyen
days of the week ¢ ““If we would teach truth, we
must live truth,” not only on the S8abbath day,
but every day, and then when we come in con-
tact with the little one, a word in the right di
tion may be the means of changing many a life,
| 1t welived in the country or by the seashore,

we might plan to take a walk together to see the
sun rise. What an opportunity for calling at-
‘tumoﬂ to the wonderful goodness of God in
\[wrmimng the great round sun to rise every
morning to give light to the world !

Or, if in the city, a trolley-car ride might also
lead us to talk of the wonderful control man has
over electricity, and how God has given him the

“www to discover, invent, and control, always

leading the child’s mind to the great God
above who is constantly watching over us, Op-
portunities are ours, If we neglect them, we
| suffer, and also those intrusted to our care, Lot
us, then, be ever on the watch to magnify our
Lord and Master,

Difference in Primary Classes,

BY JULIA E. PECK.

We who have taught primary Sunday school
classes for a number of years are not this year
teaching the story of the life of Christ for the first
time. We have taught more than once of David
and Solomon, of Paul and Barnabas, of Abraham
and Isaac, and of many other characters in Old
and New Testament history.

Very well, then, it would seem that after pro-
moting our present class, with the practice
in teaching we have acquired, with knowledge
of new methods and, with subjects familiar and
‘lrivd, we might proceed with our new class, as
| far as discipline is concerned, exactly as before.

Notat all! Itseems that we must be born again
for every new class which we take to teach.

Look at the marvelous difference between these
new childeen and our graduates.

We wiil suppose that it has taken us one year
to quell a set of rioters, and to turn their anima-
tion, vivacity, and inventive resource for mis-
chief into right directions. We have found them
at the close of the year warm-hearted, impulsive,




SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNE e

eager, enthusiastic, and rapid of response, with
quite a gift for memorizing and ease in ex-
pressitig their ideas. This class was full of
ene and foree from the ; but it was a
misdirected energy and for Under guidance
it has become a power for good.

We congratulate ourselves on promotion day
that we have been such successful teachers,
have instituted a reform! We have gained a
victory,  We have promoted a noble class |

Wait a moment! Out of nothing, nothing
comes, Let us not flatter ourselves until we
realize that our rioters possessed noble qualities,
aud that the Lord let us find it out in time to
turn these tr in right directions,

We feel lil conquering heroes until face to
face with a new class, “We will proceed in like
manner,” say we,

Note how we have braced ourselyes to quell a
mob, when here before us are gentle, inoffensive,
patient, listless, inert, nerveless ehildren, 1In-
stead of having our nerves shaken and un-
strung by disorder, we long to shake the class,
to shake a little life into it.

*“ Where is the ringleader ?* we ask, Is there
anybody here who has life in him ? All sparkle
and joy have gone out of our work until we get
used to this class atmosphere of dead calm,

After all there appears to he a ringleader in
the shape of a grandfatherly boy, who talks and
moves as though the cares of nations rested on
his shoulders,

We suceeed in interesting him at last in les-
sons, and in turn he wakes up the class by the
plodding patience with which he takes hold of
his memory verses and undertakes to sing,

Toward the close of the year one or two of
these apparently dull and lifeless members prove
to have bright minds, but they have been hid-
ing their light under a bushel of shyness, so that
we thought them stupid and indifferent,

A few are going to make singers. One or
two have an unhappy life at home ; and all are
thoughtful and careworn beyond their years,
from one cause or another, They had been used
to receiving snubs and ill-treatment, and our
enthusiastic manner at the beginning of the year
rather confused them, for, of course, they could
not understand that we were undertaking to
fortify ourselves against a mob, and we could
not understand that what little spirit or life
the Lord had given these children had already
been crushed out of them by cruelty and mis-
management,

Our second class we begin at last to under-
stand,when,behold, it is time for their promotion,

““We will have more sense this year,” say we,
and allow for differences in temperament and

We |

1

home training, We begin gently this time and
feel our way,

Alas! If we could only have an apparently
lifeless and indifferent class, we would begin
arly to make their acquaintance, for we know
now exactly how to do it,

We ¢ an entirely different element in onr
third year's class, and do not know how to
manage it at all. The children are bright
enough, but they are not in the least inte ed
in lesson or te cher, while on the other hand
they are intensely interested in each other, and
in each other’s dress, A new bonnet or pair of
shoes kills the lesson, They are a set of gigglers,
They amuse themselves and entertain each other
wonderfully well, but have no interest whatever
in a Bible lesson. They are not noisy, they are
not dull; but they are scatter-brained, We
would as soon attempt to teach a class of butter-
flies on the wing. We look in vain to find in
our third year's class any qualities of mind and
heart to which we can appeal.  Weighed in the
balances they are found to be lighter than vanity,

But wait | A swarm of butterflies will flutter
around a lighted candle! O that we had a figu-
rative or spiritual candle. Here is our candle!
Alas that it comes to us late in the year! Our
candle comes to us in the shape of an apple-
cheeked small boy—an odd left-over little man,
who did not seem to fit into anyother class, but is
handed overtous, as a sheep without a shepherd,

He is in his element here, for all the children
flutter around him (insect fashion) and then bow
down before him, and “tend” him with de-
voted love, Allthat he doesand says they admire
and imitate. Ie is an enthusiastic little body,
and the vigor with which he recites his memory
verses inspires the class with zeal to do likewise.

It is not long before all are interested and en-
thusiastic, not because of their teacher's knowl-
edge and wisdom, but because a ministering an-
gel has come among us in the shape of a chubby
boy, whose eyes are shining with enthusiasm,
and whose heart is overflowing with affection,

We bow our heads with humility, saying, “ Of
myself I can do nothing ;» yet fecling that the
Lord “tempers the wind to the shorn lamb " in
sending us this cherub who brings to our class
the one element lacking, earnest purpose in our
study—a purpose which his tiny ministrations
we were, with all our teaching experience, unable
to accomplish.

With the children of our fourth year's class
we can be sure of one thing only, and that is
they will teach us infinitely more than we can
teach them,proving to us the while that our might-
iest battles win for us our greatest victories,

Northampton.




Sprays of Holly.

BY JULIA W, JOUNSTON,
For this exercise select four of the older pri-
mary scholars to give the principal recitations,
and drill any number desired in the general

concert recitations and the closing song. The '

more children the better, if platform accommo-
datious are ample,

Every child should carry a spray of holly. Let
the little company come from an adjoining room
at the sound of piano or organ playing a familiar
marching tune, humming the tune softly, as they
march to the music to their places upon the plat-
form. The four who are to recite separately
should stand in front. Inthe opening recitation
by these in concert they may wave their holly
sprays, and as each recites in turn the sprays
should be lifted up at the close of the recitation,

Four scholars in concert,
8prays of holly, sprays of holly,
Holidays are here,
Merry Christmas, Merry Christins,
Crown of all the year,
No. 1
At Christmas time our heartsare light,
The Christmas star shines clear and bright :
The world is full of joy to-day,
And fairas this fresh holly spr
These leaves of green and berries
A lovely brightness seem to shed,
To show that all is joy to-day
1 bring my little holly spray.

No, 2.
At Christmas time the bells ring peace,
The angels’ song will never cease,
Good will to men, and peace on earth,
Sweet voices sang at Jesus' birth.
No harm can come, no fear of ill,
When Jesus whispers, * Peace, be still,”
This makes me glad on Christmas Day,
And so I bring my holly spray.

No. 3
The Christmas time is giving-time :
‘““Give, give,” rings out the silver chime,
Give love with every gift you bring,
And first of all love Christ the King.
Perhaps but little you can give,
Yet give that little while you live,
A few bright leaves and berries red
Some Christmas cheer may help to spread.
If you can do no more to-day,
Givesome one else a holly spray.
By this 1 mean do something kind ;
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Like pleasant thoughts are these green leaves,
To cheer a lonely heart that grieves,
Love's gifts belong to Christmas Day,
And so I'bring my holly spray.

No. 4.
Please do not say "tis simply folly
To bring these little sprays of holly.
"Tis true they are not good to eat,
They will not clothe, nor give you heat,
But they are bright and fair to see $
(iod loves bright things, and so do we.
They please our eyes, and teach us, too,
Sweet lessons that are ever new,
God wants us to be bright and fair,
And cheerful smiles we ought to wear,
And so, on this bright day of days,
We decorate with holly sprays.

All on platform may join in the following reci-

| tation, waving the holly spraysin rhythmie mo-

|
|

Some pleasant way you'll surely find,

| meter tune,

tion, which may easily be secured by previous
| drill,
In coneert,
Sprays of holly ! sprays of holly !
Bring them on this happy day.
Shining leaves and scarlet berries
In mid-winter seem to say,
‘“ Keep up heart, be glad and grateful,
Love will brighten all the way."
Song.
Air “ Christmas,” or any suitable common-
All join,

With hearts and voices glad
We hail this happy day ;

To show our joy and gratitude
We wave the holly spray.

Our God has made it beautiful,
And midthe frost and snow

He setsthe shining leaves of green,
Becanse he loves us so.

On this fair earth the Saviour lived,
And all things good he gives 3

And onrs are all things to enjoy,
Because the Saviour lives,

May he who came a little child
To brighten all the earth,

Teach us to keep with joy and praise
The day of Jesus’ birth.

A little march around and off the platform mius
be arranged, the marching music of the instru
ment being in same key as the tune Just suny
and the children may hum an accompaniment -
before, waving the holly sprays as they marcl
away, The interest of the exercise will depen
upon the intelligent, spirited manner of those
giving it. It should mean something to them
and not be a mere performance,
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FOURTH QUARTER,

LESSON X. (December 4.
THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND.
2 Kings 22, 8-20,
GOLDEN TEXT, “ Blessed are they that keep
his testimonies, and that seek with
whole heart.,”  Psa, 119, 2,

him the

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN M ARTER,

I once knew a ladly who
never read the Bible, and
who did not want to pread
it! She did not even have
one in her house. Do you
wonder why ¥ She hud not
been taught to love it when
a child, 8he was not taken
to church, and no one told
Poor

to Bunday school or
her how good and blessed a book it w
lady ! Do yon feel sorry for her ¥
Perhaps some one here knows a child who
never goes to Sunday school. That child may

s

£row to be like this lady—without any Bible, any
God, any hope | Maybe you can invite this little
boy or girl to come here with you. Yon certainly
can talk about the Bible you have learned to
love, and tell over the stories you have heard
from it. If you do this, some one may learn to
love it too. Wil yout

A boy king. Some of you have heard about the
boy king of Spain, and have felt sorry for him,
perhaps. A King has a great many burdens to
bear. One of the good Bible stories is about the
little king of Judah. Tlis name was Josiah,
Willie may come and print it to help us to re-
member,  Josiah had a bad father and a bad
grandfather. Some one may tell us if his great-
grandfather was a goodman. [Tell that his name
was Hezekiah, )

As soon as this boy king heard about the true
God he began to seck him, This meuns that he
began to try to find out what God wanted him to
do, and to do it. This is the way to seek G-
He was sixteen years old then, One thing he felt
sure God wanted him to do, and that was to tear
down the altars for the worship of false gods,
Do you think that was right ?

Then the people had let the Lord’s house get
dirty and broken in places, and Josiah thought
it ought to be made clean and beautiful. Do
you think that was right? Do you not think
this was a pretty good kind of a boy king »

The hidden treasure, While they were cleansing
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753

“ the temple something very precious was found !
It was not gold or silver op precious stones, but
something worth more than any of these! [t
was the word of God. It did not look like this
[show Bible], but like this [show a scroll], It
was the part of this Bible which God gave to
Moses. Who can tell where it is in the Bible »
I willtell you the names of the books of the law
King Josiah lived six hundred years before
Jesus came, 80, of course, the treasure which wus
| found was not so great as this which we have
with the beautiful story of the life of Jesus, |
wonder how many can say

“Holy Bible, book divine,

Precions treasure, thou art mine !

[Show the blackboard.] What is a lamp fory
Every little ehild knows that—to give light, Do
You know that the Bible is like a lamp? It gives
light to all who want it, It cannot help giving
light, for you know God is light,” and he is in
his own word,

Light in the heart. 1f God's word is a light
that shows the right way to go, why
one who has a Bible good ®

[trance of thy word giveth ligh
| room, and it is dark,

is not every
[Print “The en-
it.”"]  Here is a
There is plenty of licht

outside, but all the windows and doors are s 't
tight o that the light cannot getin, This is the
way some people do. They shut their he ‘ts

[ tight, so that the light of God's word cannot get
in, and so their hearts are dark !

‘ What qdid King Josiah do when the word of
God was brought to Lim?s Ie listened when it
| Was read to him, When he heard from it that he
and his people were not pleasing God he wassorry
i right away to try to please him. He
let the light enter his heart, and that is what God
wants us to do,  The boys and girls who remen-
ber what they learn here and try to do it show
that they have let the light enter their hearts !

The eatrance of X\m
Word giveth \ighk

]

| Jamie was a poor little boy who had not been
| taught todoright. Hehad learned to steal, and ho
did not know that it was wrong, But when he went
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to the mission school and learned the command- I
ment *“Thou shalt not steal ” he stopped right |
away, and when his wicked people sent him out
to beg or steal, and beat him if he came home |
without something, he told them he could not
disobey God!  Jamie let the light of God's word |
enter his heart.  What do you do with it ¢

Kindergarten Hints,
BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Best Book
of All. 2 Kings 22, 8-10, |

GoLpeN TexT. “Blessed are they that keep |
his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole
heart,”  Psa. 119, 2,

Aips To THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible,
2 Sam. 6; Josh. 15 Literary Attractions of the Bible |
(Halsey): What is the Bible? (Ladd); The Cry of
the Christian Heart (Pressensc),

ATTENTION STORY.

The wise King Solomon had learned from his |
father something which helped him to understand
much about the world and about people, 1is
father, King David, had great love for God's |
word, this best book, and he liked to read it and
find out its stories, He knew that it was given
first to some people who lived in a wilderness
long, long ago, and its first messages were writ-
ten upon stone.  When the people came out of
the wilderness they had to cross a river, but they
thought God's word so precious that they must
take it with them, There were not any steam-
boats or ferryboats then; but the people must
cross a river, 8o they made a box of fine cedar
wood and covered it with gold. Then they made
forms of two angels kneeling with their” wings
touching each other and placed these upon the
top of the box. Inside was their one precious
Bible. The minister told some other ministers
to walk before the people and carry the box, then
all the people followed. Do you think any harm
came to them or to the precious box? No: as
soon as their feet tonched the water it waited for
them to pass over safely. Here is the story.
[Read Josh. 8. 6, 11-17.] After that, when David
was king, and lived in the country where the box
and the book were kept, he must go up to the
great city of Jerusalem to live and to rule, He
could not go without the Bible because he had
learned to love it ; so he planned to have a new
cart and oxen take it where he went, He wished
all the people to give welcome to the book be-
cause it was to be in Jerusalem. The people
sangand the king made anew song for them,while
all their hearts were very glad. [Read 2 Sam.
6. 1-5.] After that many people forgot the book,
and forgetting God’s messages, they prayed to
idols; but all the time the book was kept safely
in the temple, though it was forgotten. One day
a long time afterward, when another king
reigned, a minister found the book. He was
Ve lad, and he did not keep the good news ail
to hilmu-]}. but he told another man, who told the
king and read it to him. [Read 2 Kings 22. 8-
10.]

Explain unusual words, such as *‘ oversight,”

‘seribe,” “delivered,” ete.

OUTLINE,

Sunday. Make clear the beautiful story of the
revelation of the word. By reading the chapters
indicated in the “Aids " above the teacher may
get the story within her heart and then her lips
will give it ready utt wee,  The need of the
world to-day is great ; ple must have the book
now, for without it we live in darkness, Each
day in the circle of Kkindergarten freshen the
narrative by speaking of the “lamp " to his
feet and the “light ™ to his path which the king
David found it to be. Impress the fact that now
we may do as did Hilkiah and Shaphan—give it
to others with readiness and with joy.

Narvre Tank,  The season affords topics.
The children may talk of water in its different
forms —of dew in summer, then hoar or white
frost, heavy frost, and ice when the cold winter
days come. It will be interesting to learn of the
people who live in very cold countries, and to
know how the girls and boys there have pleas-
ures. The customs of these people show that their
needs and their pleasures are provided for by
the loving Father, who loves all his children.
The little children living in the cold countries of
the north wear fur clothing, and use dogs and
reindeer as we use horses, They are very happy
and enjoy their life, but they as well as we necd
the book which tells us of our Father and teaches
us how we may please him. The children of the
north land like winter, and they live in little
queer houses, with ice where we have gardens,
just outside their doors.

Tiaxp Wonrk. The children in kindergarten
may get different leaves or sprigs of trees which
they can find, and they may outline these on their
slates or on paper. How many pine leaves are
in a single cluster on a stem ¢ This may be indi-
cated with the sticks in stick-laying.

BeieNce AT Home with THE MoTner, Talk of
the pleasure and the duty of telling others about
the book, as Hilkiah and 8haphan told the people
and read it to them. It is unselfish and right to
do what we may be able to send the good news
of the sacred book to everyone all over God’s
beautiful world.

LESSON XI. (December 11.)
TRYING TO DESTROY GOD’S WORD.
Jer. 36. 20-32,

GoLpeN Text. “The word of our God shall

stand forever.” Isa. 40, 8,
Primary Notes.

A little heathen girl in India once found a
piece of paper ca the ground upon which was
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printed ¢

only begotten Son, that whosoeyve r believeth in

m Vim should ot perish,

‘! but have everlasting life,*

[ She did not know  what

it meant, but she asked

cveryone she saw until

some one told hier to go

. mm 10 e missionaey, and s

G o0's W onn R .
s tiful story of sulvation, It

was such a little bit of the word of G, but it
was enough to teach hoy the way to heaven !
When the word of God is so precious how carcful

We ought to be to love it and show it great
This lesson tells a sad story of the Wity
some people tried to destroy God's hol

Lessou plaw, o show that the word of God is
worth more than anything in the world,  That it
is very foolish and wicked to try to destroy it
That the one who tries to do this Will himself In
destroyed,

honoy

v word,

L There are a great many beautitul and pre
cious things in the world, [A
and tell what is the mos precious thing they ever
saw.  The teacher may tell of some of the costly
and beautiful things in the world
that she has here somethiy

sk children to think

yand then say
worth more than all
¢y and tell some rea-
sons why it is so valuable—it is a light to show
the way, a support to hold us up, worth more to
us than thousands of gold and silver, sweeter
than honey and the honeycomb, ete,]

2. The lesson tells how a fooli
tried to destroy God's word,
ought to have known bettep than to do such a
foolish thing. [Tell the story of Jehoiakim, the
bad son of good King Joash.)

iy

other things.  Show the

sh man onee
Ie was a King, and

Do you wonder
why he wanted to destroy God's word » It wis
beeause he did not want to live by it and keep it
in his heart, One day, when Freddy had heen
naughty, and his mamm
he pulled ¢

thing clse !

a talked to Lim about ir,
Wy and said, “Talk about som
He did not want to hear ahout his
nanghtiness, and just so Jehoiakim did not want
to hear abont his wickedness, 1le thought if he
took the roll and ent it with his penknife and
burned it in the fire, that would he the end of it !
[8how what the roll s like, and how casy it
Was to scem to destroy it,] v likely the Fing
felt pleased when he saw the bright blaze cating
up the parchment. It must he that he did not
know our beautiful Golden Text. Do you know
it? If you learn it now while you a
hide it away in your heart, you will never make
such a mistake as this king did,

3. There are some people now who try 1o de-

.\H‘h)'(i(nl’s\\'ﬂl'llh)'.\‘:l_\ill!”lnl they donot believe M
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S0 they never look at it, and when they see

others reading it wd ol Ving it they laugh at

them ! There was such a nian one whose little

dinghter went to Sunday school and had a cand
Liven 1o her with these words printed upon ir,
HGodiseverywhere,” When she showed it to hep
futher he told her that was not right, and that he
that

letters “God is nowher

would make Tier on
printed in big
took it and spelled it out,
“Papa, thi

Sayvs, Yo

was right, Ro he

She

andd van to him, saving :

etter than the other one,  See
heve ! Yis, God is riuht

iid his word will st forever and forever!

s It
is now
here,
But the people who try to destroy it will them-
God

bt hecanse they ehoose to he !
little

selves be destroyed, not heeanse
them to he,

wants

There wepe 1
loved their
foumd it casy to forget what fuamma said,
S0 he often disobeyed hep,
I

Wi

sisters: who both said

they macdearly, One of then
She would say, * O,

orgot 1Y

and the next time she would forget
But the sister loved mamma so well that
she tried to remember 1l the things mamma tojt
S“hid” mamma’s words in her heart
because she had a real and true love for her, wnd
tricd to vemember what she said, That is what
we shall try to
and not dest oy

her, She

we shall do if we love Jesus—

remember all his precious words

them by our  carclessness or  forgetfulnpss,
[Show the hlackhe 1, and teach the text )y
word have I hLid in my heart,” adding the

reason, “That T might not sin against thee,”
This is a good time 1o learn how many of the
children have Bibles of thejp own, and to urge

the bringing of them 1o Sunday school, ]

Thy Word have \
n my heart

Kelep
The |Word

Kindergarten Hints,
KiNperGartes Derarrsese, More about the
8. Isa. 40, 8-11,

“The word of our God shall
Isa. 40, 8,
KINDERGARTNER,

GoLpex TexT,
stund forevep,”
AIps 1o 7

att, 5

Tioly Bible,
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|
ATTENTION STORY. i
Onee King David said that the words of the
book he had hidden away: he knew that they
were words good and true, so he would like to
have them all the time, even when he could not
see the parchment and read them, e said that
he hid them in his heart.  That means he had
taken them into his thought, and put them in his
memory 3 then they beeame so dear to him that
the warin, loving part of David, his heart, kept
them hidden away: No one could see them or
tuke them away from him, and the very thought
of the words of the book was sweeter than the
simell of a beantiful flower or a drink of cold
water.  Did your mamma or some friend (ver
siy something or do something which you liked
1o think about? One reason why David hid
God’s word in his heart was because it would
Just always, What God has said lives forever
and foreve reat and good prophet thought
the word precious, and he said this, |Repeat the
Golden Text.] Now let us say it together,  Can
you think of anything else that will last always?
| Here the teacher may enforce that trath, “ The
things which a al, but the things
which are not seen are eternal,”| The greatest
and the best things are out of sight, Some nI’}
these (physical) are air and light,  Our thoughts
(mental), and love (spiritual), the greatest and
best of all, will live forever,  The prophet was so
sure of this that he called upon the Church and
all the people to tell the good news, He called
the Church by the name Zion, and this is what
he said.  [Read Isa. 40, 9-11.]

Explain unusual words : “ Withereth,” * bring
eth,” ete,

OUTLINE,

Sunday. Impress a lesson of the faithfulness
of God to his word of promise, An illustration
well guited to the children which is familiar to
them always is that of the rainbow, which is a
&ign to people that God remembers his promises
(Gen. 9, 13-15).  Another illustration is found in !
Gen, 8, 22, which has never failed,  During the |
mornings of the weck the talk may be of different
topies indicated by the lesson in Isaiah and the
references given above,  The one thought of the
lesson is the stability of God's word, and every
illustration and story should bear divectly upon
this. We may thus have the children rooted and
grounded in the faith,

Natvre Work, The talk in the circle may be
of some seasonable topie like the cold weather,
and what has been provided by aloving Father
for our comfort. A suggestion of this is in the
lesson in verse 11, first clanse. The * flock ™
has sheep which furnish wool grown for their
clothing and which they can spare for our cloth-
ing, warm and comfortable. The care of wool
before it becomes a coat or a dress is a valuable
sequence lesson. The rainbow, seedtime and
harvest, day, night, and other topics of the refer-
ences given furnish the kindergurtner more ma-
terial than she can use for the work of the week,

Haxp Work, The children have abundant

topics to illustrate with the cubes, oblongs,
sticks, rings, and sewing, The refe w ot
mountains in verse 9 of the lesson is sufli-

ciently suggestive for the work of many days in
drawing, using the sand table, vte

Scesce ar Hove wirn e Moruen,  Talk
of the Bible as the most precious book in the
home,  Mother's Bible and grandma’s Bible are
like dear f to them,  There arve little chil
dren in ¢ lands whose mothers and grand
mothers h never heard of this Bible, We
would like to have them hear of God's word and
know its sweet, comforting promises,  Can we do
something to help them ? Will we?  Homes are
brighter and people are happicr where this hook
is read and loved; and where the people of the
family like to do as the book tells us is right,

LESSON XII. (December 18.)
THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. Jer. 52.
1-11.

Goroey Text, ** Ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall scarch for me with all your
heart,” Jer, 20, 13,

Primary Notes,

Oneday Frank had heen
disobedient und had taken
something that hix mother
told him mnot to touch,
“But, mamma,” he said,
“my little hands forgot 1
“Then the little hands
must be taught to remem-
ber,” said mamma, grave-
Iy, and ghe tied them fast behind his back, Frank
did not like this very well, and when Arthur, his
little friend from across the street, came to get
him to go out and play Frank felt very un-
happy. It is not pleasant to he in captivit)
it? But Frank would not have been a captive if
he had only obeyed, e had to be punished to
teach him how bad a thing sin i, Our lesson
to-day is about the kingdom of Judah, which dis
obeyed God, and had to go into captivity to learn
that God must be obeyed.

Review, [Recall the names of some of the
kings of Judah, The children will remember
how some of the kings of Judah were good men
and tried to help the people to love and serve
God, Then others came who did not care for
God and his law, and the people would follow
them instead of following God only, Tell that
God had many times sent word to them by the
prophets that he would have to punish them, but
they did not think he would, Do you not think
they were very foolish #]
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|
[Privt &t the top of the board the word
FObey ™ in very lurge letters. Below it print

“The Word,”]
said this many thnes to |

|

s people of the
He said it to the people of

told them if they disobeyed,
cuptive, [Make two
s and let ehildren tell if th
people of Isracl obeyed God, Print in the links
17 and in the links of the |

kingdom of Isracl,
Judali too, and he
they would be led
chaing on the hoard

away

of one chain “ Ispy

other “Judah.”)
Why was little Frank in caj

canse he disobeyed,

|
ivity ¢ Yesy he
Why were Israel and Ju-
duh both in captivity » Because they disobeyed, |
What happens to people now who disol )
Th » become captives, [Tell the lesson story in
i few words, showing that God allowed a heathen
ry his people away into captivity to |
ch them how evil a thin it was to disobey |
him.] - When people go away from God now |
and are made captive Y Batan God still "'\nw’
them 4 chance to come back to him and 1
uin. When Frank's mamma punished him it
8 because she loved him and wanted him to
learn to do right,  That is the reason God pun-
ishes us when we do wrong,

Here s another chain—a long one, [Make
links rapidly as you talk.]  What is a chain for s |
Yes; it is used to bind, and the chain we ar
making now is one that binds to our great ene-
my, Satan ! I will put a letter in each one of
these links, You may call the name of the letter |
asT print it, and you will gee how many can
pronounce the long word these lette spell. Yes ;
it is “ Disobedience,” and it binds fast to Satan

now just as it did in the duys when Zedekiah
lived! Frank’s mamma did not want him to

learn to disobey her, lest e should learn to dis-
obey God some day, The boy who obeys his
mother and father is much more likely to obey |
God than one who disobeys, Will you not think |
when you are tempted to disobey, “If I do this, |
Iam making a link in the chain that will binqg |
e to Satan " Who is willing to bhe Satan’s
slavet Not one, I hope !

But there is a chain (and we can make it if we
will) that binds to a good and loving Master, “
We will make the chain of obedience now, and |
as you look at the two chains and think about |
them will you not choose Which one you will
have for your own? Little folks are making
linke every day in their chain, and God looks |
down and sees what the letters in the links spell, |
What have our lessons been about lately ¥ Yes; [
about the word, To-day we learn that God
wants us'to obey the word, Last Sunday we
learned to keep the Word, and the Sunday before
that to find the Word. Who is the Word ¢ Josns

SUNDAY SCHool BANNER,

| old story e ry

7

i s name,
find him

and the Golden Text tells how to
[Teach the Golden Text, making the
as though it
yYour last opportunity, as indeed jt
e With some little one !

plain ana simple,
were to Iy
may 1

Disobeyed

Israel
Judah

Jed (apive

1

Kindergarten Hints,

KiNnERGARTEN DErARTMIENT,
L 11-18 5 Isa, 85, 4,

Great Promise,

Jder,

GoLoes Texr,
when yo
heart.”” Jo

“Ye shall seck me, and find
me, shull seareh for me with all your

9. 13,

Aps 10 TR
Isa, 35, 40,

KiNperaartsen, Holy Bible,

ATTENTION STORY,

The wonderful hook which we
ing about has messages
of all the good things wh
It speaks, also, of fruifs
good things to cat, but it Speg
Will do good to dur heads and will warm our
hearts with love fop all people everywhere,
If we have pleasant and loving thoughts for
them, we please our Lord, who said that he knew
his thoughts and that they were of peace. He
said, too, that we may Speak to him aad he will
listen ; and if we search fopr him, we will find him,
Our Golden Text is about this: let us say it to-
gether, Listen to the othe T verses, [Read
verses 11 and 12.] All through the book there
are promises that some one should come who
would teach people how to “eall,” and “ pray,”
and *“geek,” " Tle would he gentle and seful
One place in this book calls him the
Peace 5 and once g great prop
to be afraid, but be stronge, f(
These are the words of th
them that are of u fearful )
not : behold, your God will
the people expecte
come true, hecause,
of God never fails,
us we look forward tc

have been talke
for everyone, and talks
fch make people happy.
bles, and many
<8 oftener of what

y

e .
l"rince of
het told people not
or God would come,
¢ message : “Say to
\eart, Be strong, fear
come (Isa. 35, 4), All
1 that some time this would
y 88 we have found, the word
They were looking for him
»our Christmas joy.

OUTLINE,
of the wonderful promises
i 18, also i the promise of

Sunday.  Talk

found in verses 12
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the coming Saviour, Lead to an expectant long- !
ing for him who was to come, and by getting the
children in sympathy with the *hope™ of the
prophets and the people of long ago the lesson
of next Sunday will have a fresh inter
n the kindergarten speak of the ¢
Tooking of those who longed for peace and who
needed joy, holding the breath and straining
the eyes while longing and expecting a Saviour.

The need of pe was great, and the teacher
will r e this if she will refresh her mind with
the of the history of Rome at this period.

One of the many histories is Myers's, which gives
much information in condensed form. Dwell
on the need of peace then and now and always,
showing that Jesus loved peace, and he wonld
have each one of his children love it, He said,
“ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall he
called the children of God.””  Talk of the
Golden Text as showing that God is willing
to be with those who call an pray and search
in real earnest, putting the *‘he into it,
which means all, for the heart holds the * is-
sues of life,

Narere Tank, This season has many won-
derful subjects for study, and one may be water |
in its different forms, The lesson suggested for
two weeks ago, and the study of sheep may be
connected by a little verse in Psalm 47, ¢ He giv-
eth snow like wool.”” This means that David
thought the beautiful snow (one form of water)
to be like the clothing, soft and white, which is
upon the sheep. Even green trees may be con-
tinued a study. Their fine, pretty leaves,covered
with frozen water, sparkle like jewels when the ‘
sun shines upon them, |

Anrt Work, Show some pictures of a winter
scene and talk of the beauty of a winter land-
seape.

“ Haxp Work, The children may sew forms
of snow crystals, White silk or thread may be
used on dark paper.  [Some specimens of forms
may be found in the Trople's Cyclopedin.]

ScreNce at Hove witn Tue Motuer. It will |
be instructive and profitable, leading to gratitude
for God’s loving care, to talk of the warm cloth-
ing provided for beasts and for man. Dr,
Hooker’s Nutwure Dook, used in the public
schools, has much to say about the coverings for
animals which God has given. Feathers for
birds, fur and hair for animals, and all are cared
for. God clothes the beasts of the field, and he
cares for the birds of the air and the fish of the sea.
Tle loves and cares for little children and for all |
those who are in the home. They all can ]u\'l‘;
him and ean serve him with glad hearts. |

LESSON XIII. (December 25.)
A CHRISTMAS LESSON. Heb. 1.1-9,

Gorpex Text, “For-unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2. 11,

Primary Notes.
g Milly’s mamma gave her
a beautiful little Testament
to have for her very own,
It was a Christmas present,
and Milly was very much
pleased with it, Shall I
tell you what she called it ?
et Her “Jesus Book."”  She
took it to church and Sunday school with her
every Sunday, and she alw vs wrapped it up
neatly in her little white pocket handkerchief.
This shows what care she took of it,  Milly loved
the little book because it told her beautiful, true
stories about Jesus, and she loved him dearly.
Do you not think that if we truly love Jesus, we
shall love his word? This lesson shows how
Jesus came to bring us word from our heavenly
Father. [8ing or recite in concert ;|

“1 believe in G
Who made v
Who made the earth and heaven,
The moon and stars and sun,
All that we have cach day,
To us by him is given ;
‘We call him when we pray,
Our Father in the heaven,”

Niustration, There was once a very rich man
who had lived to have white hairs withou
knowing that God was his Father! Of cours
he did not go to Sunday school when he wa
a little boy. We ought to say “Thank you
to God for letting us hear about him. \t

'hmt this rich man was so ill that all §

friends thought he would surely die, but he di
not. God sent a good man to see him one du)
and just as he was about to go away he said to
the sick man, ** ITave you thought to thank you
heavenly Father for sparing your life?™ ¢\
heavenly Father ! thought the sick man ; © wh
I did not know I had a heavenly Father!™ 1
called his servant right away and sent him out 1
buy a Bible, and there he read that Jesus cu
into the world on purpose to show how |
heavenly Father loved him and wanted to sa
him! O, how glad he was to find out this biess
truth ! Every one of you will find it out, too
you love God’s word.

IHow Jesus eame,  [The telling of the Christn
story should never be omitted forany * progra
whatever. Tell it to your children as thou
they had never heard it, and might never hear

that
whi



it again !
ity will enable you to produce a good Christmas
blackboard even though You cannot draw, A
e cut from gilt paper, a picture of the inn and
manger, of the shepherds, and of other accesso

ries if desived can be eat from Lesson Helps and

tastened to the board. Then with some colored
picture of the

Jesus, some greens, and a ( hiristmas song you

crayor for lettering, a infunt

will be ready to make a vivid story of the com-
the Christ-child.  Of the story
must be told out of a heart of love to reach littl
hearts. |

Do you like to think that Jesus was once a
little child Tike Maybe you wonder that
the great King of heaven came to wth as a
littly baby ! But I am sure You are glad, for now
You may be sure that he knows just how to feel
sorry for you in your little sorrows, and glad for
you in your little joys,

g ol course

you?

If hie knows just how
you feel, then how easy it is for him to help you !
Sing *““Jesus once was a little child, a litth
child like me,™|
Why Jesus eane,

The sick gentleman said he
did not know that he had o licavenly Father,
There are so many people just like him! God
looked down on all these poor orphan children
of his, and he felt so sorry for them that he said,
“ 1 will send my Son Jesus to show them what [
am like”  And so Jesus came to show us the
loving heart of our heavenly Father, God had
heen sending word for a long time by holy men
anfl prophets  that everybody and
Wanted to help and save them, hat a great many
folk= would not listen, and he they
wounld surely hear Jesus! Can you tell me the
name of some good man oy prophet that we have

he  loved

thonght

heen studying lessons about lately 2 [Help ehil
dren to recall names of some of the good men to
whom God spoke. |

Where desus came, How glad we ought to he

W\Q\N\m& WAS ™AL

Hesh,and dwelt

|
v feal
that Jesus came right down to the world in |

which we live ! e lived in u little house Inl

SUNDAY SCHOOL 1.

A little time and thought and ingenu-
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————

1NV.VER,

Bethlehem, His father—what was his name 9—
Was a carpenter and worked every day in his
shop.  His mother—what was hor name ¥—lived
in a small house like houses that may now be
in that country, with only the earth for a

If Jesus had come as a great king, per-
L to come to him with
our little troubles, but because

haps we would feel afraic
he was once a
little child like us, and lived as we live, we may
feel that Lie is our Friend anc
This the beautiful

Jesus is one of us'!

loving Brother,
Christmas  lesson—that

is
Kindergarten Hints.

A Messuge of

Luke 2, 8-15,

“For unto you is horn this

KiNDERGAKTEN DEPARTMENT,
Peace Brought by the Angels,

GoLbeNy Texr,
day in the city of David a Saviour which is
Christ the Lord.,”  Luke 2, 11,

Ains e KiNperaanrser, Holy Bible,
Matt. 2, Ovatorioof Messioh (Handel), Read this
il you do not play the music, and get in the spirit
of the chorus, “ And His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsclor, The mighty God, The
everlusting Father, The Prince of Peace,”

T

ATTENTION STORY.

Our last lesson taught us that God said he had
thoughts of peace, and to-day we talk of the
message which told that the Prince of Peace
whose coming had been promised so long had
come.,  The story about the message is the beau-
tiful Christmas ory of the shepherds watching
their flocks of sheep one night when an angel
came and the brights of the glory was so
shining that the shepherds were afraid ; but the
angel said those gentle words which are written
in God's word, *Fear not,” Then the good
tidings of great joy were told by the angel and he
told the shepherds where they would find the
little Prince of Pegee, Suddenly many other
uangels me and they were singing together
about * 1o God and about peace.  After
that the pherds said to each other, “ Let us
o and see about this that the Lord sent his
angels to tell us ! [Read with reverent spirit in
natural manner and without comment Luke 2
8-18. |

Explain unusual words: “ Tidings," « host,”
“multitude,” * toward,” ¢ pondered,”

OUTLINE.
Make vivid to- the img

Sunday. gination the

| field, the flocks, the shepherds, the angels, the ti-

dings, and the song. This anniversary of the
birthday of the Prince of P is the greatest and
best day of all the year except the Easter Day,
Many suggestions are given for talks on the won-
derful story. While the shepherds were doing
their regular work the sweet surprise of this first
Christmas morning came to them in the song of
angels, The shepherds began to be missionaries




760 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNELR.

at once, for they
and this book s

“that they made known

abroad.” That was just what IHilkiah auul}

Shaphan did, and it was the same story. The
priests, said ** Jesus is coming,” and the shep-

it! Can you help tell the message to the chil-
dren over the seas and on the islands? T

book says that ‘“all they that heard it won-|

dered ” (verse 18), Everyone wonders about it

yet, for it is the most beautiful wonder story |

ever told, and the best of all is it is true. This
story will last always, for you remember we have
learned that the words of the book cannot pass

stars. King David liked to look at them when
he was a shepherd boy, and they seemed like his
friends. No fairyland was ever so beautiful as
the brightnes - of the night when the angels were
singing to the shepherds,

Hanp Work., The little children may draw
pictures of stars, and may make the form in
stick-laying. In the sand table they may build
alittle city and form mountains around it. This
will remind them of Bethlehem, where the Prince
of Peace was born, on the first Christmas morn-
ing.

Art Work. Show a picture of the Nativity.

SCIENCE AT Home witi Tue Morner, Talk
of peace in the home and in the nation. After
war peace is sweet, After hard work rest for
the body is as peace to the mind, Dwell on the
blessing and privilege of giving good news, espe-
cially this best news, to others,

““ Angels sang a loud gwect song,
For a holy Babe was born ;
Down on earth to live with men,
Jesus, our dear Saviour, came
On a Christmas morning.

“ Joy and peace the angels sang ;
Far the pleasant echoes rang ;
Peace on earth, to men good will,
Hark, the angels sing it still,

On a Christmas morning.”

ed the message ol peace, ‘I

d, “Jesus has come.”  How quickly
we tell good news, and how glad we are to tell |

mE Work, Talk of the sky and the|

- >

Whisper Songs for December,
TENTH LESSON,
Hast thou found the word of God ?
Hide it, child, within thy heart,
More than all the kings of earth
Rich and fortunate thou art.

ELEVENTH LESSON.

Dost thou love the word of God ¢
None shall take its truths away ;
(God shall write them on thy heart
As thon readest day by day.

TWELFTH LESSON,
When the night of sorrow falls,
Listen to God’s holy word ;
“He shall give his angels char
‘“Ie shall keep thee,” saith the Lord

THIRTEENTIL LESSON,
Wouldst thou know the Living Word ?
Love his words, and follow them,
So within thy heart shall live
Jesus, born in Bethlehem

—_— .

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter,

.,
ise him, praise him, all ye little childeen,
2 is love, he is love ;
Praise him, praise him, all ye little children,
Ile is love, he is love,”
Teacher, Let everythin,
the Lord.
Children. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me.,
7. Come before his presence with singing.
', My lips shall utter thy praise.
SINGING. “Our Sunday Song.” [Page 12 in
Song and Study. |
[Before the opening prayer have the children,
kneeling if possible, with elasped hands and
bowed heads, sing softly and tenderly :|
‘“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child
Pity my simplicity,
Help me, Lord, to come to thee,”
Giving EXenrcise,
7. How does the Lord like to have his chil-
dren give ?
', Gladly and lovingly
7. What has God given us ¢
€', “God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son,”
[While the offering is being made the cluss
may sing or recite these lines:|
*Tis but little we can give,
But our mites we gladly bring ;
Knowing that the blessed Lord
Will accept love's offering,
ITe who saw the widow's mites,
Hears the pennies as they fall !
From his throne in yonder sky
Jesus sees and counts them all.”
Birtapay Se
SUPPLEMENTAL TEACHING,
PREPARATION FOR LEssc
7. What are we here to learn to-day ¥
', A lesson from God’s holy word.
7. If God speaks, how should we hear ¥
(', With earnest, loving, faithful hearts.
Lessox Tavenr,
CrosiNG RoNa,
‘ Good-bye, good-bye,
The time has come to say good-hye ;
Good-bye to those we love so well,
Yet ere we leave this happy place,
Where Jesus comes our souls to bless,
We lift our hearts to him in prayer,
To crave the blessing of his care.”
—From Sunny Songs for Sweetest Singevs.
EcHO PRAYER, followed by “ Mizpah,"”

¢ that hath breatlh

wise

us?




Christmas,

The earth has grown old with its hus
of care,
But at Christmas it always is young.
The heart of the Jjewel burns lustrous and
fair,
And its soul full of music breaks forih
on the air,
When the song of the angels ig

sung.

It is coming, 0ld Earth,
night !
On the snowflakes which cover the sod.
The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle
and white,
And the voice of the Christ-child tells
out with delight,
That mankind are the children of God.

it is coming to-

On the sad and the lonely, the wretched |
and poor,
That voice of the Christ-child shall fall, |
And to every blind wanderer opens the
doo

r
Of a hope that he dared not to dream of
before,
With a sunshine of welcome for all,

SUNDA Y sC U OOL BANMNER
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The feet of the humblest may walk in
the field,
Where the feet of the holiest have
trod.

Th's, this is the marvel to mortals re-
vealed,
When the silvery trumpets of Christmas
have pealed,
That mankind are the children of God

—Phillips Brooks

The thoughtiul and religious people of
Belgium are becoming alarmed over the
terrible iner * of drunkards among
them, In 1851 the excise revenue was
$800,000; it has now reached the enor-
mous sum of $6,600,000, During the
same period the number of publie houses
has increased from fifty-three thousand
to one hundred and se venty-five thou-
sand, In a recent discussion in the
Belgian Chambers, ex-Minister of Justice
Lejeune declared that * the nation was
returning to a new form of harbarism,
which could only be described by the
term ‘alcoholic barbarism.’ "

“In His Keeping.”

W. J. Hesven Exony, M.D.
\

L *“Ia His Keep - ing”: once
2. While I know my Say.
3. Close en - fold - ed by

4 He will be my guide and stay,
Till, at last, the shadowed way
Brightens into perfect day.

a - gain Thrills  my soul the
lour  near, Life’s  steep path, ob-
his  wing, Though I suf . fer

v
and

sweet re frain, Sooth ing sor row, care pain.
seure and  drear, I may  tread with - out a fear.
can sing Of the joy his love doth  bring.

5 Then, from all time's trials free,
Kept by him T still shall be,
’I‘Iu'uugil a glad eternity.
Amy Parkinson,
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Our Sunday-school Periodicals
for 1899.
We are sure that the readers of The

Banner must have noticed how much en-
larged and improved it has been during
the last year or two. Nearly a hundred
add tional pages have beeen added to the
annual contents in that time. The piece
of music on the last page has added
materially to the cost of The Banner, but
it has given very great satisfaction. No

effort shall be spared to make it increas-

ingly useful to teachers. Additional
illustrations will be employed where
they will be found of value. The Ban-
ner is by far the oldest Sunday-school
magazine in the Dominion, now entering
upon its thirty-third year.

Onward will also be still further de-
veloped. A Dbright serial illustrated
story will be printed, and other improve-
ments introduced.

Pleasant Hours will continue to be
true to its name, and will endeavour to

combine entertainment and instruction
for our boys and girls.
In Sunbeam and Happy Days a su-

perior class of illustrations will be
employed, and they will be brought thor-
oughly up-to-date as papers for the

young folk.

Dew Drops has been exceedingly popu-
lar. It has reached a circulation of over
notwithstanding

17,000, but this large

"A Good Gift

SCHOOL

An_ Acceptable Gift

BANNER,

circulation its price is so low that it has

netted an actual loss hitherto. Instead,
however, of raising the price to make it
pay its way, the publisher generously
trusts to the increased circulation in the
schools,

Our Senior Quarterly has at once
leaped to a suc and has increased in
circulation rapidly every quarter since it
was launched a year ago. It is es-
pecially the organ of the Home Depart-
ment, which is growing rapidly in favour
and influence., It, too, will be improved
and especially adapted to the needs of
our Canadian schools.

No change will be made in The Inter-

mediate Berean Leaf or Quarterly Re-
view Service, These are already as
cheap as can be made for our school
constituency.

The progress and improvement of the
past is a guarantee that these periodicals
will be kept thoroughly up-to-date and
made as progressive as possible. If the
winter circulation were as great as that
of the summer the periodicals could be
considerably improved. Many of our
schools are closed in the winter, not only
disorganizing the school, but greatly
prejudicing our publishing interests, as
the costs of publication are nearly as
great in the winter as in the summer,
Read the article on ““ Evergreen Schools
in this number, and let us have fewer
cases of suspended animation in the win-
ter than heretofore.

An Appropriate Gift

Text, Teachers’ or Reference Bihles

We have selected a few of the most popular Bibles,

hich we offer for the Christmas and New Year's trade

at special prices,

French Morocco, pearl type,
inches, divinity eciveuit, red und
round corners, maps .

French S

divinity .
¥rench Morocco, ummhl h]m whuum-,
index, divinity cir 1 1 00
The same leather 25
The clearest type and luos( satisfac (ur\ ‘Bible
for the price published,
¥rench Morocco, minion type,7) x5] x1lins,,
references,. divinity circ un, rg, r/e, maps,
index . . s o & 15O

Also, a large range of Bibles from #5.0.

WE PAY POSTAGE
Wesley Buildings, -

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

C. W, COATES, Montre:

1o $10.00 cach,
quoted are specially low.

I~ﬂ9|n-h Senl, Teachers', ruby type, 6} x
81 x 1.7/16 inches, divinity circuit, ryg, r/c ll 00
le same leather lined ., 125

achers', emerald type, 6§

French Seal,
X 4 x

1} inches, leather lined, silk sewn 2 00
Algerian Moroceo Teachers', emerald
type, 64 x 4} x 1} inches, divinity circuit,

Iomhcrllned silk sewn, rg, r/c 3 00
Algerlun Mnrm‘go Teachers', emerald
& x4} x 1] inches, India paper, divinity

«m , leather lined, silk sewn, rig, re . 4 00

15¢, extra charged for putting on name, as prices

TORONTO, ONT.

S, Fo HUESTIN, Hallfax, N.8,




TWENTY-FIFI'H YEAR.
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November and December Numbers
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FREE to New Subscribers.

Basuk—Rlustrating * The Homes and Uaurs of Luther,

dethodist Adagazine and Review

VOLS. XLIX AND 1

v WITH 800 FINE EN( iIRAVINGS,
$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months.

“Guardian,” or “ Wesleyan™ and MAGAZINE together, 82,75,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., Editor.

“The Canadian Chureh is to be heartily congratulated on s Magazine,"

** It should be in every Methodist home."— Kingston Whig.

* Abreast of the most popular literary magazines,
good writers,”" —-St. Louis Methodist.

London Quarterly.

The articles are by scholarly men and

Paruiasest Briuiyos, B

RN —Tllustrating * The Seevet Wistory of P,

rince Bismarck.”

REVIEWS OF HIGH.CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

277 Special Terms to Schools,— Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive,” Send for Special Rates,

SUPPLEMENT, PLEASE CIRCULATE,

Specimens Free on Application,




Joux TAULER OF STRASSEURG,
Ltustrating * John Taler of Strassbiry.”

Fllustrated Erticles,

The Romance of Architecture.

Impressions of a Visit to Japan. Rev. Dr. Canuay,

Arctic Exploration, Miss E. Saxnersos,
The Near East, Miss Dora M. Joxgs,
Scientific Farming in Canada.

The Home Life of Martin Luther.
Among the Philippinos,

A Great Canadian Industry- Lumbering,
The Danish Royal Household.

Homes and Haunts of Luther,

Sunny Days in Spain.

Auld Reekie and Its Memories.

The Ministry of Art,

The Swabians and their Country.

In the Balearics,

Sidelights in Servia,

China in Transition.

More “Keys of Empire.”

0ld English Boroughs—Bristol and Bath.

Warwick : Its Countess and Tenant - Josesh Arch,

In Shakespeare's Country,
Pictures of 0ld Roman Life.
Everyday-Life in Palestino.
Peasant Life in Holland,
Albert Durer and His Worl,
Holbein's Dance of Death,

Serial and Short Stortes,

A Princess in Calico. Eniru F. Buack.

Dinna Forget Spurgeon. Iax Macianex.

More Sailor Yarns. Rev. J. ¢, Axawys,

Cumberland Sketches. Rev. J. V. Swimi,

Beyond the Rockies. Rev. A. Browsixa.

Also Short Stories by such Popular Writers as agsis
E. Horxtsrook, Many 8. Daniens, Woon Swi
L. Uxperwoon, MARK Guy Prarse, J. Hysic RLL,
Erc., Erc,

VWAAAA

Social and Religious Topics.
Sidelights on Methodism. Rev. Di, Latiis

The Church and the Workingmen, R D

SUTHERLAND,

Anglo-8axon Brotherhood. Dit. Huan Jonssr
The Bible Teaching on the Millennium. i
Di. Brrwasy, Chancellor Victoria Universi

The 1dyll of Bethany. Rev. D, Rosk,

More Hymns and Hymn-writers. Rev, Dr. Lavory

Is The World Growing Worse? Riv. Dr. - i

Woman's Part in Temperance Reform. M. M
R. TuorsLey,

Among the Toilers of the Deep. D'i. W, T. Grix »rir

Dickens and the New Education—Squeers, Thwac-
kum and Blimber. Jawves L. Hvenes,

Our Girls and Higher Education.

Colloquies on Preaching. Caxox Tweuis.

An Experiment in Altruism. Jas. L. i s
(Mlustrated, )

Bishop Vincent and His Educational Work,
(Mustrated.)

After the Plebiscite. F. . Srexcr,

The New Woman and the True Woman. Rav.
Pror, Reyxar, LL.D.

PALMA, MAJORCA,
Tilustrating * In the Ralearies,”




Character Studies and Sketches.

MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED.,
British Statesman Series :

Lord Salisbury. Rev. J. C, Skywoun,

Loxd Beaconsfield. Rrkv. W, H. Apays,

Lord John Russell.

Lord Wolseley. Rev, W. J. SiereLn, B.A,,
B.D., Columbia College,

Lord Derby. R. E. Houwoway, B,A., Methodist
College, St. John's, Newfoundland.

Sir Robert Peel.

Chaucer, the Father of English Poetry, and His
Tercentenary. Prov. Cank, Trinity University,

John Wesley—An Appreciation, Deax Fakrax

Personal Recollections of Queen Margherita of
Italy. Mrs. M. E. Lavoen,

William Tyndale. Rev, Wiuias Tisoart

Wolle, the Conqueror of Quebec.  Kev. Dn.
Grivrith, Quebec,

Johann Tauler, the Mystic of Strassburg. Rev,
Pror. WaLvace, Victoria ( niversity,

“Wallace Wight.” Rev. Jony Mac LEAN, PiLD,

Andrew Hofer, the Tyrolese Patriot. Rev. It .
Farann,

Secret History of Prince Bismarck, Enirox.
Thomas Chalmers. Rev. A. W. Nicousos,
Whittier and His Poetry.

Hugh Miller. Rev. A. W. Nicousos,

The Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria. Iirv.
J.C. Seymorn,

Spaxtsir Prasaxt,
Tliustrating ** Sunny Days in Spain.”

Goixe To Crivren,
*Peasant Life in Holland,”

l//u\lmh,,!l

fMissionary Hrticles.
MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED.

An Ancient Mission, the Nestorian Church in
India, Rev. W. I Suaw, Principal Theological
Collegg, Montreal,

Griffith John and Missionary Work in China,
REv. Di. Dyeg, Albert College, Belleville.

Bishop Heber. Rkv, K. I. Wagyer, M A., Alma Col.

David Brainerd.

Child Widows in India. . I. Woorwex.

Women and Missions. Rev. Ik, G KY.

“Go Tell.” The Adventures of a Medical Mis-
sionary,

Mission Life and Work in Egypt. Mis. S, Weuwinr

Zenana Work in India, Miss 1. E. Woonsworti,

NAAAANY

Popular Science Hrticles.
MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED.

Invisible Light. C. H. Cuast, M.A., Toronto niv,
Recent Astronomical Discoveries. Tius. 1. xnsay.
Michael Faraday and His Work. H. Bosis,
With the Sponge Fishers,

The New Astronomy, W. lveaiss, LL.D.

A Theory of the Nebulse. Di. Darusorr,

The Waves that Come from Outer Space. Pror.
JouN TrROWBRIDGE,

Balloon Post During the Siege of Paris.
Also Current Notes on Popular Science.

The departments of the WorLb's ProorEss, Conist
Tuovent, Recest Sciexce, New Books, Reuieiovs Iy.
TELLIGENCE and Eprroriat Comyent will be maintained
and developed.

Important contributions will also be made by Rev,
Prixciran Caves, of Knox College, by representatives
of all the Methodist colleges in the Dominion, and by
other leading Canadian and foreign writers,




Hivstrating “China in Transition.”

cl bb' R t These Clubbing Rates are in addition to
u Ing a es- the price paid for Tur MeTnonist Mag
AAAAAAANA P

AZINE AND REVIEW, Legular Clu

Price.  Rat
Harper's Monthly Magazine o ©00 8
Century Magazine . g 40
Atlantic Monthly 4 00
Seribner's Magazine - L 00 ) 4
St Nicholag, ..., W

42 Bend for Special Terms to Schools. " '&

Wizt FAN AND MANTILLA. In ordering give Name and Post Oflice earcfulluy,

Tllustrating A large and interesting Premium List of Books las also been arranged, fron

jich subscribers may sele
Wniay Dk which subscribers may select

SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.

in Spain,

Register Letter and send to
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
WESLEY BUILDINGS,
TORONTO, ON1

C. W, Coares, MONTREAL §

oRr; S, I, Huestrs, Hariry

& e
-!Mu W

M . W FAQUIEA &b, e
LApies oF e PuiLiepises, “LA ForNARINA”

Tltustrating * Among the Philippinos.” Tllusteating * Pagers on Arvt and Archite

1™ &~ U W e




SUXNDAY NSCHOOL BANNER.

EACH 5 CENTS

The Master's Voice.
Thoughts of Peace,

The Pilgrim Path,

Days of Praise.

The Never Failing Word.
Heart Thoughts.

Off We Go.

Abide With Mo,

Blessings Bestowed. Text Book.
The Hundredth Psalm,

Our Blest Redeemer.

Rays of Light. Text Book.
Glory to Thee.

In Days of 0ld.

Puppydom.

Under the Mistletoe.

EACH 8 CENTS

There is a Fountain,
My Faith Looks up to Thee
I Know that My Redeemer Liveth
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
All Happy Things for Thee.
Thy Will be Done.
Words of Comfort,
By C. Murray,
Art Thou Weary,
Loyal Greetings.
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Text Book.

The Christmas Berry.

At Dawn of the Day.

Rays of Sunlight.

Jesus, Lover of My Soul

Words of Promise. Text Book
By F. R. Havergal.

The Master's Reward.

Bweet Childhood.

For Owld Accquaintance.

The Psalm of Life.

The Day is Done.

EACH 10 CENTS

Watch and Pray. A Text Book
By H. M. Burnside,

With All Good Wishes.

Onward, Christian Soldiers

With Kind Thoughts,

Sweet Childhood.

The Red Cross Knight,

The Merr~ Christmas Bells.
Hearty Guod Wishos,

Early Days.

EACH 15 cENTS

My Message.

Josu, Lover of My Soul.

Peace, Be Still.

Happy Days.

The Christmas Anthems of the
me.

The Christmas Log.

He Careth for You.

Bright Leaves and Ruddy Berries
Daria.

Recompense and other Poems.
Trust Him

EACH 20 CENTS

Christmas Greeting.

Peace On Earth. Text Book for
the Young. By Isaac Watts,

Christmas Messengers,

Neath Christmas Snow.
A Morry Visitor.
Yule-Tide Pleasures.
Sweet, Bweet Home,

Sunday
School
Superintendents

T WILL DOUBTLESS OCCUR to you that the Christmas

occasion is :

2o8d time to make the school a gift of a new

Library, or, at any rate, a substantial supplement to the

existing Library.

Our Fall Importations of new, bright
Sunday School Books are now in.
range of choice offered by the well-filled shelves.

Take advantage of the splendid
Write for cata-

logues and prices. Our prices will be found satisfactory, We have
a grand stock of attractively bound volumes for

PRIZE OR GIFT BOOKS

Look through our advertising pages and note the numbers of new
books, and especially the excellent books by our Canadian writers.
We can give you every satisfuction.

WE PAY POSTAGE
WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesiey Buildings, -  TORONTO, ONT.

€. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.8.

Ceachers and
Librarians




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Internatxonal SS 9

Lesson 9
Helps 8

llustrative Notes
A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons,
with Original and selected Comments, Methods of
¢, lustrative Stories, cte., ete, By Jesse
frruper and Roment Resixatox Domenty,

Peloubet’s Select Notes
Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Tllustrative,
Doctrinal and Practiedl, With illustrations, maps,
pictures, ete,, ete. $1.2

Monday Club Sermons
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-school Lessmns
for 1899, by eminent preachers, $1.25

Berean Lesson Books
No. 1, Beginners ; N The Intermediate ; No. 8,
The Semor. 20¢.

Golden Text Booklets
~'um|u\-szhool Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts, Postpaid,
cach 3e, per doz., 35e.

Berean Leaf Cluster
Large Pictures, 24 x 34 in, in size, printed in eight
colors, Golden Nt printed in lnn{e le ters. Per
quarter, 75¢. per year, 83 00, Kindly
have the order mul for the mhole vear if possible.

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Colored Pictures, illust rmng the International
Sunday-school Lessons. _Similar to Leaf Cluster, but
with only four LulDl’s Per quarter, 75¢.; per
year, $3.00

TO PRAMARY CLASS TEACHERS.

Berean Leaf Cluster

The Publishers have decided to luppl‘ it, for the
coming year at 75¢ _per qu: |rte 3,00 por
‘em-x instead of $1.00 uarter and

4.00 per year. No school lhou d now be with-
out this excellent help, We commend the Leaf
Cluster to all Teachers of Primary Classes, and
nould Ad\lu early orders, so as to insure prompt

OUNTAIN

A Good Gift
for a

Gentleman is a PE N

Procure one of the following :
m DIAMOND,

% One of the best chea) ns.
um 1.50. 4l
% PA%-‘“ T*;)ﬂ!. .LW .5'5.53 and upwards.

This pen we heartily recommend.
THE EO.I' wﬂ NON-LEAKABLE No, 2, $2.60, No.

BOOKS FOR

Young Naturalists

BY REZV.J. G.WOOD, MA,F.LS ETc
GIt Edges

Bird Life of the Bible

With 82 illustrations, Cloth . . 825
Wonderful Nests

From * Homes Withont Ihmlw " With 80

illustrations. Cloth . . 125
The Branch Ilulhlerl

From ‘' Homes Without Hands.” With 2

illustrations, Cloth . . . 125

Wild Animals of the lllhle

With 20 illustrations, Cloth . .« + 133
Domestie A Is of the b lble
With 23 illustrations, Cloth . 1256

BY DR. G HARTWIG

Wonders of the Tropieal l'orelt-
With 40 illustrations. Cloth . 70

A Life In the 'I':oplen

55 illustrations. Cloth & e 90
Sea Monsters and Sea Bivds
With 75 illustrations. Cloth ¥ . 3 0o
Dwellers in the Aretic lleglmu
With 28 illustrations. Cloth . 90

Denizens of the Deep
An account of Fishes, \lolhww\ (nhunu.
th

ete. With 117 illustrations, Clotl 80
Wild Animals of th: Troples
With 66 illustrations, Cloth . « . 125
MISCELLANEOUS

Hirds of Ontarlo
Being a Concise Account of every species of
bird ﬁnov\ 'n to have been found in Ontario,
with a description of their nests and eggs.
By Thomns Mcllwriith. Second edition,
enlnrged and revised to dute, with Ilhm.n
tions. Cloth . . . 200
Pearls uml Pebble-- or, hotel
of an Old Naturalist
By Mgs. CATHARINE PARR TRAILL.  With
Biographical Sketch by Mary Agnes Fitz-
Gibbon, With Porln!ln aud l“ll!l'ltlonl
Cloth . . 150
Insect Lives as 'Inld In ’I‘hemlol ves
lh Falvmnl \lmplon W th 23 llluatrnlonl
. . 50

Hlble l'lnntu nnl An|mnll
Illustrations of over one thousand
of Ser'pture, From the Works of
and other Sources. n\ Aurrep E.
Iustrated.  Cloth . . 90

PACKAGES OF

Christmas Cards

It will be an advantage to those wanting
Christmas Cards for Sunday-school classes, to
order the rnc ages, as we are mak'ng them
up specially for that pu e, and, as they
are carefully assorted, ave no hesitation
in advising t'eir pun'llme. We bave them
at the following prices, postage paid :

10¢., 15¢., 25¢., 35¢., and 50c.

WE PAY POSTAGE

W'Ll-'.. 'nl.as, =  Wesley Buildings, =~

€. W, COATER, Montreal, P.Q.

TORONTO, ONT.

S F. Huestis, Halifux, N.8,




SUNDAY SC

OF INTEREST AND VALUE,

Steam .
Ravigation »

By JAMES CROIL.

AND ITS RELATION
T0 THE C MMERCC
OF CANADA

AND THE

UNITED ST\ TES,

Wi Hinstrations and Portraits and a full Tndex
PRICE, - $1.6
—The Dawn of Steam Navigation — Early

of Steam Navigation e Cunard Line and
ounders  North Atlantic Steamship Com anies
Steam to India and the Fast team in tle British
The St. Lawrence Route—Steam on the Gr. at
$—Commerce of the Great }.af Steam Navi
ion ina | the Provinces of the inion and in
vioundland,
+ this most valuable work the an hor gives a mass
resting information aliout the great waterways of
our canal systems and facilities for transport.
t elation of the advant us situation and
splendid resonrces of our Dominion,

Navy

Dom

NIW READY,

Upper Canada Sketches

By THOMAS CONANT.

In one volume, 243 p with 21 full page illustrations
lithographed in colors, and with portraits and map.
Sumptuously bound in buckram, with design in ink
and gold, and with gi t top,

Price, $3.50,; by Mail, Postpaid, $3.60

This handsome volume will make a capital gift book
for Christmas, or for w edding or other special occasions,
It will be an ornamet to palor table or book-shelf,
The sketches have in them much interesting material
rela ing to earlier Ontario, and are racy reading through-
at. 'fhe book is thoroughly Canadian from cover to

wer.

JUST ouT,

J'PATHFINDING ON
LAIN AND PRAIRIE

By REV. JOHN McDOUGALL.

Autker of “ Forest, Lake and Prairie,” * Saddle, Sted
and Snowshoe.” ete,

With lllustrations by J. E. LAUGHUN,
Cloth. With handsome design in ink and gold.

PRICE, $1.00.

Keaders of Mr, McDougall's previous books will wel-
come a new volume in the series. The new book we can
a-sure them, is the best of the three, and will he greatly
enjoyed. It takes in the many adventures and interest-
ing experiences of the young missionary from early in
186 to the late autumn of 1868,

HOOL BANNER.

AS A SPE(}IVA;IW. FOR CHEISTR
-
A Cambridge
L]
Bible -« ¢ .

We are offering (hi best value

s year the

offered

For $1.50

we will send you a Cambridge Lible,

we have ever

ruby Svo, refer-
ences, seal covers, divinity circuit, linen lined, round
corners, red under goll e
references,

, size 41 x 63, mips and
Indexed with patent eut index, and with
name lettered in gold on ¢ over,

For $1.00

we will send the same Bible without « ut index, but with
name lettered in gold on cover,

In ordering kindly write very p'ainly the
name to be lettered.

DO_YOU WISH SUCCESS

Read
Orison Swett Marden’s

Books

Success......
A book of ideals, helps, and examples for all
desiring to make the most of life.  Mus
trated with ten fine portraits of eminent
persons. Cloth . . . " . »

The Secret of Achievement
A book designed to teach that the highest
achievement is that which results in noble
manhood and womanhood ; that there is
something greater than wealth, grander
than fame ; thit character is the only suc-
cess, Ilustrated with portraits of eminent
persons. Cloth . . = .

Architects of Fate
Or, Steps to Success and Power, A hook
destined to inspire youth to character build
ing, self-culture, and noble achievement,
Cloth . . . o 3

Pushing to the Front

Or, Inspiration and Encouragement. Cloth

50

e i——
PAY POSTAGE.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

€. W. COATES, Moutreal, r.Q.

Wesle

y Be'tdings, TORONTO, 0iT.

8. F. HUESTES, Malifny, V.8,




SUNDAY

SCHOOL

BANNER.

CALENDARS ror 1899

EACH 15 CENTS

Gems of Thought. ¢ Slat brop. Flowers and
Birds,

Flowers,

Drop

Silver Chords.

Divine Thoughts, €
Landscapes.

Sweet Promiscs.
Flowers and Birds,

Brizht Bems, 12 page turn.over,
Lhou Art, O God, 12-page turn-over, emh. Flowers

EACH 25 CENTS

Three page turn-over, emb, Flowers and Landscape
3:ze 8 x 10.

6 Slat Drop. [
Slat Flowers and

12-page turn-over, embossed

emb. Flowers,

W hlllh-r.
Shakespeare.
Dickens
Longfellow.

The Onward March of I
Flowers and Scenery 6 x 1

Ebbln‘ l)n)l, 6 Slat l’rnp

Bryant,
Hotmes.
Lowell
Tennyson.
e. 6 8lat Drop, emb.

emb. Flowers and

The l‘en 1omnmmhuemn 5 Slat Drop, with
out Calendar, emb. Flowers and Figures.

Rays of Light. 5 Slat Drop, emb. Flowers and |
Figures,

1 Will Fear No Evil. l’;mgo turn-over,
Flowers and Landscapes, 4 x 5

A Life Song. 12-page turn-over, emb. Flowers and
Landscape, 4 x

1 Shall Be Satisfled. 12
Flowers and Landscapes, 4 x

Dickens. Fancy 8 Slat Drop, emb. Flowers, Daisies,
ete,

emb,
e turn-over, emb,

Lowell. Fancy 8 Slat Drop, emb, Flowcrs, Dalsies,
ete.

Holmes, Fancy 3 Slat Drop, emb. Flowers, Daisies,
eto.

Wllll"el Fancy 8 Slat Drop, emb, Flowers, Daisies,

l"alry lac ®. 2 Slat Drop, emb, Figures, Cherubs,
ete,

Sunbeams. Block Calendar, emb, Figures and
Forget-me-nots, 9 x 11}

Pansy. Block Calendar, ¢emb. Figure and Pansies,
9x 113

EACH 35 CENTS

Sweet Childhood,
Ohildren, 10 x 13§.

Precious Thoughts. 3 Slit Drop, emb.
and Children, 10 x 13}.

Playtime Land. 4-page turnover, emb.
and Flowers, 6§ x 8.

Sweet Fairy. Butterfly block calendar, emb. Figure \
and Flowers, 12 x 13,

3 Slat Drop, emb. Flowers and
Flowers

Children

|

EACH 40 CENTS

Evining l‘lghl,

Scenery x 16

4 Slat Drop, emb. Flowers and

EAcH 50 CENTS

Fair and Sweet. & Stick Fan, emb,
The Forget-Me-Not. 4 Siat Drop,
me-nots and Scenery,

‘\lu'r\ and Swift. 4 Slat Drop, emb Flowers and
Children.
Little Mischief.

Dogs, 8} x 113,
The Happy hlmll\
Cats and Dogs, 8} x 113,
Photo Frame. b, Violets with Calendar, 9} x 12}
Photo Frame. Emb, Roses with Calendar, 9} x 12}
Time's Fleeting ours. Clock Shape, with mov
able hands, emb. Pansies, 11} x 11}
Heartsease, Block calendar, emb. Figure
Puansies, 11§ x 163,
Blossom Days, Block calendar, emb. Figure
Forget-me-nots, 11} x 15,

EACH T5 CENTS

4 Slat Dreop

Figures 8} <15
emb, Forgat

d-page turn-over, emb, Cats and

i-page turn-over, emb

The nd

and

Garnered Blossoms of the \'enr
emb. Children and Flowers, 8} x

Childhood's Happy Da, 4 |an<
emb, Children and Scenery, 8} x 11}

Ilnppy Childhood. 4-page turn-over, emb, Chil
dren and Flowers.

Cycle of the Year.
13} x 16}.

$1.00

The Locke! Heart. Mechanical
ca'endar, emb, Lilacs, 10} x 14,

$1.25

3-page turn-over,

turn-over,

Fancy Bicycle Calendar

lock and key

My Lady Falr. emb, Figures,
11} x 16},

Sweet Hurden. turn-over, emb, You'hfu!

Figures, 11§ x 1

.$1.50

Gay Cavali:rs. 1mwc turn-over, emb,
and l-lmwu, 11§ x 15§

Shakes . 4-page (urn -over, emh, Scenes from
Shal espelre lli x 158,
Sweet Memories, 4-page turn-over, emb, Pansies
and Ideal Figures, 11§ x 15},

uecn. 4 page turnover, emb. Flowers and
Figures, 11} x 17.

kL m'

Fig

Jures

My

A AL AIININININE

WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

€. W, COATES, Mon treal, P.Q.

Wesley Buildings,

TORONTO, 0

8. F. HUESTIS, Walifax, N.8,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

and others who desire to improve their
minds should send for the : : :

Epworth League _ i o sumoe

d- C MAKER3 OF METHODISM
Reading Course WEEK-DAY RELIGION
Four delightful books, tull of interesting and instructive reading,
REGULAR PRICE FOR THE FOUR VOLUMES, $4.75.

_SPECIAL OFFER.

To Sunday School Teachers, Epworth Leaguers and others, per set,

$2.00

Sent to any address in Canada, postpaid, Any two of them are worth this sum.,

RECITATIONS and DIALOGUES for
Speakers e&a CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENTS

Tiny Tot's Speaker. By Misses Rook and Good- Sh s Best 8 For Read
fellow, Contains more than one hundred and and Recitations, Each number is compiled
fifty little pieces of only a few lines each ex- by a diff 1 ionist of promi;
pressed in the simplest language. For the thus securing the choicest pieces obtainable,
wee ones. Paper Binding. . . . |, .15 Containa gems from All the leading authors,

Child’s Own Speaker. ByE. C.andL. J. Rook. Nos 110 2 now issued. Paper Binding,

A oollection of Recitaiions, Motion Songs, sy R BT ST e T
Concert Pieces, Dialogues and Tableaux. For Hollday Selections, For Readings and Recita-
children of six years, Paper Binding. . , a5 tlnnz. "H{dnr:‘l; 8. lél;‘:e_. The l;{lectig[mm

Little People’s Speaker. By Mrs, J. W, Shoe- fheclally adapted to Christmas, New Year'
maker. A superior collection of Recitations Easter and g"“““'&"""& Paper. . . .30
and Readings, mostly in verse, For chil- Hollday Entertainments, By Charles 0. Shoe-
dren of nine years. Paper Binding, A ) m;ker. Coxnlnn many 9rly;n-l Eurlcinlmd

Yo People's § ker. By E. C. and L, J. o‘l er entertainments suitable not on y to the

ook Oou prises Recltations for che duarent Christmas holidays, but also to ~ Easter,
Holidavs. Temperance Pieces, Patriotic Thanksgiving, ete.” Paper. toe e 30

Speeches, ete. For children of twelve years, Sunday.School Selections, For Readings and

Paper Binding, 3 s s % s o o8 ]llm-ilnt’:onul. By .‘lo:’n H.CBech}r:el. lAn exoel-

- ent collection, suited to Church Socf als, Sun-

Young Folk '_ }:’““.!o'"‘ By M:‘,'H‘L‘cix: day-School Ct'mceru, Teachers’ Gnhcrln[’,
tions ldlElH' to the various needs of Young g"}""" Endeavor s°‘°"".'“- Y"‘:“V Men's
People's Entertainments. For children of hf stian y y hy
Ofteen years. Paper Binding. . . . apl_ eu-ﬁ*’;w: ST ey

. By William M, Clark, oot Enter .

'“"&T o:'.ule.n'im;'bool?’werle"c;‘:ul: Is;:nlx?;:: of originally prepared responsive Exercises,
store of material, the contributions having Dramatised Bible Stories, Dialogues, Recita-
been received from the best qualified writers tions, etc., adapted to all kinds of anniversary
in this field of literature. lew, Paper. 30 celebrations, or othet public exercises con-

= . By ey At pﬂélm' # nected with Sunday-School work. Paper. . .30

te " ot 4 Acme Sabbath Sehool. Reader and Reciter,
a)gcm::);.ult:x{ f':m!:h zt's;:e':‘?n.lndp:,i,l::‘%l; Compiled by C. W. Coates. Paper. . . 38
merit, and the dialogues will be found both HMumor, Pith and Pathos. A Book of Read.
interesting and instructive. New Paper. . .30 {)"If; and Recitations. Compiled and adapted

Popular Dialogues. By Phineas Garrett, Pro- y Rev. James Cooke Seymour. Paper, . .39
vision is made for young and old, grave and Good Times. A Book of Dialogues for School
s.y. The subjects are well chosen, and the Entertainments. By E. Weaver, Paper, . .25
lialogues are full of life and sparkle. New, Echoes 1°om A Sunday School. By W. E,
TR R e el ] Dyer. Clowh, o o oy ot el o8

WE PAY POSTAGE.
WILLIAM BRIGGS, - wesiey Buiigings - TORONTO, ONT.

C. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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SOUVENIR
Ra nge With Aerated Oven

An old adage, perhaps a little inelegant, but they say none the less truthful, has it that the way
to reach a man’s heart is through his stomach, It is true, at any rate, that the man who has his daily
meals served to him poorly cooked will soon lose what sweetness of temper he does possess.

. Where the fresh
air enters.

Circulating fresh
air flue (and
where it be-
comes heated),

Fresh heated air
entering the
oven,

Indicates the action of the
air in passing through
the oven.

. Exit flue for impure air,

. Back view of fire box.

©®

»

2

so

The bread in the oven; the roast of beef; the delicions turkey; the toothsome
pudding, are never spolled in the cooking If the good wife has a
SOUVENIR Range installed in the kitchen.

These things are possible, because the Souvenir Range is the only range made with an aerated
oven. Our is sugg: of the advantages that come from this oven. It is just the
opposite of an air-tight or old-style oven, for the air circulates freely all through it. The impurities
that gather in cooking food are made to pass out into the exit flues connecting with the chimney, and
none is allowed to escape into the room. In a word, the aerated oven produces fresh, not foul or
impure air—it forces a rapid ciroulation of fresh heated air in exactly the same manner as we airity
our lungs. All the natural juices of the food are retained and only good cooking is possible.

I. pnles for those who will write the five best essays on the

Souvenir Range and its aerated oven. Circulars

giving particulars of contest and a booklet describing very fully the

good points of the Souvenir, will be given free on application to any

of the agencies of Souvenir Ranges ll\vwhere in Canada, or will be
sent direct on lication to the

e Gurney-Tilden Co., Linited

HAMILTON, CANADA




