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OUR DISPLAY OF

PO

Silver Toilet Articles

is by far the largest and most varied we have
carried. It includes everything made for the
toilet table--dozens of things you will find here

only. They are all splendid specimens of the
silversmith’s art and skill, and bear our guar-
antee of the highest standard in Silverware. .

KNIVES, FORKS, SPOONS.,

OUR CUTLERY ok

NEEDS no misrepresentation.  High grades do not
always mean high prices. They do not mean it
here. Good Cutlery is worth a good price, but
we ask no more for our goods than a fair and

honest profit will allow.

. - e

Simpson, Hall, Miller & Company

SILVERSMITHS

A. J. WHIMBEY, Manager- 1794 Notre Dame Street.
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CANADIAN

“PACIFIC RY.

TORONTO EXPRESS tnius leave at
9.30 p.m. dally, and 855 nan week duy s,

DINING CAR SERVICE
on Pay Frsths Ietween
MONTREAL AND TORONTO.
W, F. EGG, C. E. E. USSHER,
Clty Pass. Agent. Gen'd Pass, Axent
City Ticket and Telegraph Office,
129 ST. JAMES STREET.  «Next PPost Oflice.)

Some people gorge themselves with
mince pie and then pretend to doubt a
hereafter.

CRAND TRUNK 5357eM

IMPROVED TRAIN SERVICE
BETWEEN
MONTREAL AND OTTAWA,
v Monteeal 250 a0n. A Ottnwe 11X 0.
o e o . . " H12.00 pan.
ttaipwm - fom
500 . U005 pan,
n100an. @00 0.m.
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. . o, ‘ @45 pos.
*Baily.  thadly except Sunday.
FAST EXPRESS TRAINS

TORONTO AND WENT,
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.“ .

¢ Oltnwg
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Ex. sSun.
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Ly, Montrend... .
Ar, Toronte .
Ar. Hamilton,
Ar, Ningnns
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Ar. Butfalo.
Ar Lonidon
Ar Detrolt., . . Lo pan,
Ar. Chicaga Mipwm. S pom,

*On Sundad s feaves Mottrenl S @ o,

City Ticket Offices, 137 St. James Strect and
Bonaventure Statlon,

ndnam
12.00 0000
oo m,
Lo pa,
RN NRTNTIN

inam.
12 wminoun
I KLUFTRITN

S W pan.
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DOMINION LINE.

ROYAL MAIL STEAMSHIPS.

SUMMER SERVICE.
MONTREAL and QUEBEC to LIVERPOOL.

vie Londondorry.

rom l'-ml.l-nml.

Kteamer Fron Nalifus,
Vancouver  Dee. 9,2 pan.

*Ottlonmn., . N, ¢ “oeoe e
Dominion, .. ... ** 2, 0+ biee, 28, hpam
Cambroma, 30, e

& Thils stemner does not Carey pussengent,

Nteamer, From Liverpool. From Boston.

New England. Dee, 7. Dee. M, 12380 pan.,

Ratas of Passago:

Finst Cabin—-0 00 uid upwands, sfuple: nee
conding to steamer ail vecommodation,  Second
Cabin--To Liverpool, London, Londonderry and
Quectirton sy, K00 snple,  Return @650, Steere
age=-To Liverpoal, Lomdon, Londouderry, Gins-
gow. Queenstown und Belfnst, 2250 to $5.5%,
weconting to stemncer.

DAVIO TORRANCE & CO.,
Geneml Agents, Montreal,
17 &1, Sacnunent Street.

Progperons  persons who give only
thanks will never he convicted of grati.
tude.

PROMPTLY SECURED

Write tod v fOr a free €OBY Of our tntercating books
sInventors Help® ang “low you are swindled
Wohave extensivg experience fu the intricate patent
taws of b0 forclun countrics. Send skcteh, mo el of
photo for free alvice. MARION & MARION,
Expoerts. New York Life Building, Montreal, ang
Atiantic But'Qlnug, Wasblagton, b C.

NEWFOUNDLAND

Tha Most Plcturesque
Suramer Resort in America.

THE SPORTSMAN'S PARADISE

Lvery river and Inke along the Hie of the New-
(oundhns! Rallway abounsds with salmon and
trout,

The Shortest Sea Voymee and Quickest and Safest
Route §x vin the Royal Matt Steamer * BRUCE
(Clasaed AL at Lloyd's,)

Leaves Narth Syduey every Tuesday, Thunday
and Satunday evening on arrivad of the L C IR
express, Returming fenves Port aux Basque every
Monduy, Wednesduy und Friday evenlngs on
arrival’ of Newfoundland Raflwny express from
St Jolnt's,

Fare Montreal to 8t. John's, Nd.

FintClass - - « - « < &BY
Seeond Class <« - o o . 1900

fleturn - . . . - . . 5L

Through tekets on sale at all the stations on
the C.2.R ol GUT.R. Raflways,

The sea trip wiil be only 6 hours,

For all Information apply to

R. G, RELD, ST. JOHN'S, N.F.

Or ARCHIBALD & CO,,
Agents, Narth Sydney, C.8.

FFrench Organdie

THE LATEST IN

_NOTE PAPER.

S Sizes, 4 Tiats~-Emenild, Pearl, Sage and Blue,
alxo fn White,

Has the appearunce of woven fabrie.
Send for snmples.

Morton, PuiLrirs & Co,,

Statfoners, Blank Book Makers snd Printers,
1755 and 1757 Notre Dame Street, MONTREAL.

Canada’s High-Class Interior

Decorating = « « « =
Furnishing House.

an

Agents for “Liberty” Art Fabrics.

Wa havo just rocolved from tho manufacturers our
now linos of Spocial Dosigns snd Coloringa for the

coming 3cason-1900-in Upholstory, Drapory, and Wall

Hangings.

Silk and Wool Damasks,
Brocades,
Moquettes,

Velours,
Tapestries,

Tho abova hova boon porsonally solocted and colored
W. Honry Boll, Consulting Docorator

by our Mr,
and Deosignor.

Velveteens,
Printed Cretonnes,
Linen Taffetas,
Genoa Velvets, English Glazed Chintzes,
Carpets,

Rugs,

New Effects in Lace Window Curtains,
Fine Wall Papers in harmony with above,
Electric Light and Gas Fixtures.

Careg N

Tt o

MANUFACTURERS OF FINE FURNITURE.

The New York Mantel and Decorating Co.

2338 §t. Cathesine St., Montreal.



(EORGE DURNEFORD,

Chartorod Accountant

Room 36, Canada Life Butlding, 189 8t James §t
MONTRENT.

McCUAIG, RYKERT & Co
STOCKBROKEKS

Members Montreal Stock Exclnygee,
A specinl department for Canadtn Mines.

LONDON AND LANCASHIRE

Telephone,
CHAMBERS, St, James St,

Main vz,

HOoN, A WL ATWATER, Q.C. CHARLES A, DUcLox

ATWATER & DUCILOS,

BARRISTIERS AND SOLICITORS.

151 St, James Street, MONTREAL.

MONTREAL RIDING
ESTABLISHMENT

JOHBN SECTOR, Proprietor.

79 and 81 Buraside Place.
Thorughly relfable saddle horses for Eadies and
Gentlemen,
,\Iq)uqlluulhl 1ot of Hunters ridden last sea.
son. First-class liveries for hire,
Special attention given to bourding,

Telephone, UP 1334. Open all hours,

F. R. F. BROWN

M. 1. MECH. E.

...Consulting

ARBITRATIONS, .
VALUATIONS. Engl neer

Machinery, Rolling Stock, Engines and Botlers
‘of every dese ription suppifed.

21 Street Railway Chambers, .
Telephone, Main 33st. Monlredl.

DRY FACTS,

Ul\ll AN is but dust,”

But know thou dost
Ie's got to dust

To get the dust.

Robert Meredith & Co.

Members of the Moantreal Mining Fachange,
Buv and sell Mg Stochs on comimssion,

St St, Francols Navier Street.

Cable address, *°

Richelieq Hisor

WhYERS

PURE. SPARKLING. REFRESHING.

For snleat the Cluls, Hotels, Restaurants, amd
all tirst-class Groeers.
Wholesale

J. AL HART, Jhoe

1760 Notre l)mnc
Telephone 11g0. ! Strect. Montreal.

Mimng.™

IT WILL NOT COST YOU ONT: €2\
[ to ercure & Nolbd GOLD 1438 Jiolistan

N Carhon DIANOND Grea RING, Lete Lo
- lastrated. A vl-ullllnl.u[  atkirhaid
- leoutd et Lo Doaght ¢f aty Sri-cline
j'nkt 162 Jeas than $02 llu-n wiol

buta few houwrs -f;nv
vvnu.ﬂ Ve wiid te ealarge the
£330 of ot eelabrates Derslan Desrised
Trrfumery, 1le most Usljve Develty
mvummnu aslinonierto &

umnyhn. Freabymall, postgals,
oltbout s4llag yov eneceatinadrance
Wk- 760G 0ell the 20 3t Fire

7 CAde, lhonmlln!fgu‘

We

rel.
khtllﬂa!. Mﬁ'mrhu\hf. Blmply send your vame
sVeness  Adkrn,

PERSIAN PERFUNERY CO..‘IQ Wareen §t., le?ork
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Engraving & Printing Co.

= BISHOP
STATIONERY DEPARTMENT

ENGRAVED VISITING CARDS. Plato and 100 Cards, §1.80. Ladies’ or Gentlemen’s 8ize.

B]SHOP S, 288 S r JAMES ST (Cashmust accompany order.)

STEWARTS

It's easy to sell Attractive Shoes,

but when

women buy the same Shoe over and over again
it means that extreme wear and comfort are
That's the way with our
‘They are ex-

added to good looks.
$3.00 and $3.50 Shoes.

cellent value.

£ Agents for the celebrated

“SOROSIS” |

All widths carried in stock.

W. H. STEWART

am, 2295 St. Catherlne Street,

FOR CHRISTMAS

BE IN TIME.

WE ARE NOW TAKING OUR
CHRISTMAS ORDERS FOR PHOTO-
GRAPHS, MINIATURES ON IVORY,
COLORED PICTURES, ENLARGE-
MENTS, ETC.

Shoaes.

WM. NOTMAN & SON,

i4 PHILLIPS SQUARE,

W. SCOTT & SONS

1739 Notre Dame St., Montreal.
¥

Fine Art Galleries

g «Open to the public from 9 to 5 p.m.)

Artzstzc mezno

Tiffany Favrile Glass,
Eastern Rugs, etc.

Dutch Pottery,
Fine Furniture,

ESTABLISHED 1859.




4 MONTREAL LIFE

TRY ONE OF OUR
BOXES OF ......
DELICIOUS......

T Chocolates and Bon Bons

Nothing to equal them in town. The best of every-
thing used in their manufacture.  Everything made
on the premises,

: and Refreshments for Evening Entertainments supplied
Weddlng BreakfaStS on the shortest notice. . . . . . .

W3Z HAVE A HANDSOME LINE OF FANGY BASKETS
AND BOXEsS FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE.

ALEXANDER SCOTT

‘PHONE UP 1228. 2471 St. Catherine St., Cor. Mountain St.

ONE OF THE LARGEST
ASSORTMENTS OF

Doylies

EVER SHOWN IN
MONTREAL.

They make very aceeptable CHRISTMAS GIFTS—beautiful
patterns and great variety to choose from.

R. W. FOWLER

WIMPPORTER OF.,,

Fancy ana Staple Dry Goods

2639 St. Catherine Street

Cor Ruckingham Avenue

..... MONTREAL.

Tel. up 1011.
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MONTREAL
City and District Savings Bank

NOTICL s hereby given that o dividend of
chehit dollurs, und a bouus of 1w dotlaes juer
shure. on the (upllul stock of this justitation fm
bren decluped, atid the same will be payable ot
Its Banking House, in lhlnll\ on uml ufter

Tuesday, the 2nd day of Janunry next.

The Trmnsder Books will be closed  from the
th to the dist Deceinler nest. both days
{nclustve.

By onler of the Boand,
HY. BARBEAU,

Montreal, Juth November, |~ LN Munager.

H. HAMMOND . . .

Practical Carpet Layer,
Upholsterer, Etc.,
222 and 222» St. Urbain St., Montreal.

Carpets cut, nunde and Iald,  Also carefully ifted,
bewten and peduld, Olteloths indd »ngd repaired,
Upliolutering done.  Mattpeases maude g penovated.
1'ew Cashilong and Boxes made atid re-covered, ele.

carpet Linim{s Spring _ Rollers, Stair
Studs, otc., Supplind.

1. Hnmmoml wnving o thorough and proctient
knowledge of ¢ |r|xl l.mlng ete, In Ity varlous
brwnchex, foels contident of giving atlsfuction to nil
who iy fisvor hilin with thefr ondems,

BELL TELEPHONE EAST 467

WINDSOR & NEWTON’S
The leading colorx FOR ARTISTS

\ ) OIL AND
ATER COLORS
« throughout the world,
FOR SALE AT ALL ART STORES.
A. Ramsuy & Son. - Montreal.
AGENTS FOR CANADA.

The New Complexion Toilet Soap

"‘ORIOLE.

An absolutely 'pure soap in which is assimi- ,
lated Cream made. of Balms, Gums, and having !
the property of protecting the skin against the
inclemency of the weather and giving it a peculiar
softness, suppleness and sweetness, well acting as
a preventive of all skin diseases.

always used.

FOR SALE EVERYWHERE.

|
- Once used, X

CHAS. DESJARDINS & CIE

mu
rfrnte

IN THE WORLD.

THE LARGEST RETAIL FUR HOUSE  [[%a

1533 to 1541 St. Catherine St., MONTREAL.

While Cordially

lll\fl’[ll]U All and L\re1 vone

e N

at this important season in the fur trade, to visit their immense
assortment of Fine Furs of all descriptions, beg to draw special

ZS

attention to the fact that on account of the very heavy stock on hand,
which must be disposed of without delay, they have decided to sell

at such low prices as will surprise everyone who will honor them
with a visit.

Old Furs re-dyed, re-made and repaired with neatness and despatch.

Our Seal and Persian Lamb Jackets are wotld-renowned.

% Y.
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XMAS ART PIANOS
o s e o ~ _ KNABE

The Knabe Prano of to-day stands atone as the World' s Premier Tustrument.  Uhe Knabe is played by discriminating people the

world over. I you are ambitions to have the best i pranos, you will necessarily own a Knabe.

Sole Contractors :

Knabe, Newcombe, Dominion, Willis & 1824 Notro Dame
Co. F’ianos and Organs and other . a~ Montreal

leading makes, « o o 4
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You go to the Dentist when troubled with toothache. KEEP A
You go to the Oculist when troubled with your eyes.
You go to the Chiropodist when troubled with your fect SCRAP BOOK?
[f you go to .

1THE PARIS
KID GLOTE STORE

vou will never have any trouble with your Gloves., We have i have chppings 10 sell on any
o>

If vou do we would like to
supply interesting  newspaper
clippings for it. ‘T'he papes
contun scores of items that
vou would like to keep—little

“personals ** about your friends
—obituanes—scraps <f poetry
e

—notes of ¢ neral interest. We

. . t
a specially well-assorted stock for Christtas trade, and we can subject dircussed In the colamns
satisfy any and every demand for Gloves, be it for Street Wear
Ball or Party.

of the Canadian press.

.. PPost card brings particulars.,..

Ganadian Piess Clipping Bureau

505 Board of Trade,

. MONTREAL.
Teclephone Main xzss

The Paris Kid Glove Store

TELEPHRONE '] 10068, 3; Sf Caf]te’ 1110 Sf, et

Laae aal ool ool o0 ol Lo T o L

The Improved Auer Light

FOR THE LIBRARY =

FOR THE POCKET-BOOK.

ECONOMICAL

o

With electricity at half-a-cent per
hour for 16-candle power, 960-
candle power costs 32c. The
AUER LIGHT gives 60-candle
power for one-quarter of a cent per
hour, and 960-candle power costs
only 4c.

Trial lights put up free.

DELIGHTFUL TO READ BY

&

Whether you stay up late or go
to bed early—whether you spend
the evening with a book or rest
your eyes—it is important that you
have the right kind of light, one
bright enough for the poorest print
—soft enough for the most sensi-
tive eyes.

The latest styles of drop-lights, fancy glass and silk shades are always on hand
and are sent on approval,

LIGHTS REPAIRED FREE OF CHARGE.
AUER LIGHT CO,’ 1682-1684 Notre Dame St. _ 'PHONE MAIN (773,
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1819 Board of Tode - - Muntreal, |
28 Front Street West « - ‘“Toronto, [

Y

109 Fleet Street, KWC - - London, Eng.

MONTREAL AND TORONTO, DECEMBER 8, 1899.

THRLEPION K ¢
Moutrend -+« Maln 1285
Toronty - « - « - 28

fife in a Looking Glass.

HRISTMAS this year is likely to be
ushered in with an accompaniment of
martial music and the tramp of armed
men new to the ears of this generation.
Two of the world's greatest powers—
Great Britain and the United States—
are engaged inwar, cach with a small

but stubborn foe.  Much blood has already been spilled, and
much more must surely be spilled before the Christmas evangel
of * peace on earth, good will to men!” is hkely to he heard in
South Africa and the Philippine Islands.  Tlus year the day we
celebrate in commemoration of Him who told His disciple to
put up his sword, for they that took the sword should perish
by the sword, will witness at least 200,000 men under arms
intent on slaying one another.  Forwhat? In order, they tell
us, to establish righteousness and justice!  The spectacle is
new to this generation, Our fathers remember such sights and
sounds—battles fought upon Christmas Day; homes with
blinds drawn to shut out the joy of the Nativity; the noise of
weeping substituted for the laughter and benedictions of
family reunions!

l.\' the face of such conditions as obtain to.day throughout
the civilized world and beset particularly the two peoples
we are accustomed toregard as themost Chnstianand progres-
sive, the candid man is forced to ask himself whether Chris.
tianity means anything to mankind after all.  How is it
possible, if Christ caune to bring peace and good will, that
1,900 years after his incarnation, hife and death, men should
still fight and slay each other, with weapons more deadly and
terrible as the years go by?  The question is not easily
answered, even by those whose faith is most simple and most
strong.  And yet, T think, most of us feel that it can be
answered.  Nineteen hundred years ago war was the normal
condition of the world.  The Roman Ewmpire was cradled
the caump and nursed upon blood. No nation or tribe was
secure from molestation exeept as the strong rvight arms of its
men made it so. Bloodshed was the common remedy for
both national and individual ills; in it was laundered the dirty
linen of governments and of private citizens.  Such a thing as
international arbitration was unheard of.  The slightest cause
was suflicient to precipitate a coflict—a fancied slight to an
ambassador, a thoughtless remark upon an emperor’s figure
or a tribune’s beard.  We who know how hardly the peace of
the world is disrupted to-day—how (11 the resources of
diplomacy, the conservatism of public opiton, and the tender-
ness of public conscience combine to hold back nations from
cach other's throats—must admit that peace and good will
have triumphed to a marvelous degree, in international
relations at all events.

BUT, how of personal and private rdations?  Is there more

peace and goad will as between man and man to-dav
than at the dawn of the Christian era? [t is true, the master
in this year of grace does not have his slave cut in picces and

fedto the swansin hisfountain; hewmerely takes his blood from
him, drop by drop, through long years of sordid toil and help-
less agony, in oflice, workshop, or-factory. The slave does not
lie in wait, with knife or poison, to assassinate his master; he
merely gives him dishonest service, wastes his time, pilfers his
gouds, negleets his interests. We do not hear of human
vultures from castle and keep swooping down upon the wives
and daughters of humble and defenceless peasants and bearing
them off to a life of shameful servitude, but those who know
aught of the life of our great cities know that the modern
world has discovered many a refined and circuitous way of
doing ugly deeds.  No, we have not got away very far, in our
personal dealing, man with man, tfrom the old faith that the
weak ot only must go to the wall but deserve to go. Every
step forward in the industrial maze we call progress seems to
intensify the bitterness of social warfare.  The conflict hetween
employers and employed, between the weak and the strong in
a thousand avenues and relationships of life, was never so
keen and relentless.  And it is right here, rather than in inter-
national matters, that Christianity, doubtless, will be put to
its supreme test.  War may disappear, but, until the conduct
of man toward man is sweetened and purified, the gospel of
peace will not be realized, except in a very partial and, indeed,
unimportant sense.  What the world wants is not so much
International Pence Congresses as the spirit of peace, which is
the spirit of equity, between man and man,
L4 » o

ILT, this spirit be ushered in with some future Christmas
day? As wars have passed away, until the oceasional
conflicts we witness are regarded as recrudescenses of bar-
barism, will private injustice, tyranny and aggression also
fade and disappear? Without looking for any heaven upon
:arth, without expecting to gather figs from thistles, 1 do not
believe we need despair of a better age. Human nature is
apable of marvelous regencration, as of marvelous degreda-
tion.  Christmas day, with its sweet institutions and practices
—largely conventional though they may be—is itself a proot
that even sordid and calloused hearts can beat for otherswhen
they are expected to do so. There are very few, however
seltish, who do not feel a generous warmth towards somebody
at this scason.  The impulses of the moment may be tleeting
and may be imperfectly expressed, but they exist—and chat is
suflicient to prove that humanity has within it the mysterious
spark of divinity. And who shall say what generous flame
may eventually come from the one tiny ember upon love's

altar!
L ] * -

Bl}'l‘ I must not sermonize too long. At Christimastide all
subjects but one recede into the background. 1 have,
therefore, nothing to tatk about this week exeept the day and
the thoughts it suggests. 1 leave politics and kindred topics
for 2 more convenient and appropriate season. And, having
but one topic, I must have i care lest 1 write it threadbare.
Therefore, T will simply close, with the hope that this old
world may yet be purged of all hatefulness, all murderous
spirit; and that until that blessed time arrive, every son of
Adam may find at least once a year—at Christmas—surcease
from the jarring sentiments and goading ambitions that toon

often *“wither life and waste its little hour.”
Ferix Vaxe.
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Pure Gold Goods

S u,'_xz: sXp é“-";\xl"t?
f&f%}%g% ;a%”'si “Well Bred
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b FEOL  Soon Wed.
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Pure Gold

Our Jelly Powder
Goods are qu.'Ckly

married.
are

lealthy. &9 : V@ bk
Pure, R~ N B
Reasonable
and

Attractive.

Grocers,

~

Says she, “Your hand § don’t mind taking,
it | have Pure (old to do my baking.'*

Baking Powder:.

O
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1 ashed a mald if she would wed,
And in my home her hrightness shed,
14

sfred

The Best
Baking
Powder
Jelly
Powder
Coffees
[xtracts
Spices
Blacking
Borax
Soda
(ream
Tartar
Catsup
Icings
etc., etc.
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Pure Gold Lives.
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ERL-KING vs. MARCH-KING.

DERUEANTE 10 PLESPERING PEANIST, wWho Bas jost rendered the Sehubiert-asst

now, would you pliv one of Sousa s magniticent marches ?

THE HEARTLESS CREATURE!
\,lll,l.lCl':.\"l‘.—l don’t heheve in this new custom ot giving
! cugagement rings on Christmas, do you?

EMuy—No, indeed.  I'd rather have bon-bons or opera
tickets, You can't be eapeeted to give them, back, yon know

A DESPERATE DISEASE.
Wli:\l\'\' WALTER (with a groan).=Sam, I'm teclin® all
busted up. et some o dat plum puddin® de farmer's
wife handed out. Guess I have ter see a doctor,

SNOWDRIET Sas.—Et de plum puddin®, did yer? Serves ye
right!  But dis ain’t no case fer i doctor, Best get a plamber
or a hlacksmith at once.

OVER THE \WINE AND WALNUTS,
’l‘llli GUSHUER.~Oh, I'm a dresimer, you know
one?

Trr GUyvEr.—0Only when | eat minee pic.

AN IMPOSSIBILITY,
SHE.—=Do you think we ean he married next year?
Hu.—=Not it I huy all the Christmasboxes you've sugpested,
darling,

Are jou

ONLY ONE BRAXD WOULD DO,

V RS, YOUNGWIFE.~] want to get a new typewriter for
l my hushand for a Christmas surprise.  Have you any of
the ** Little Peach’ make?

CLERK.—No, | am not acquainted with that make.

Mus, Youxewirk—Well I heard old Mr. Peckersniff say his
was a “ Little Peach” and a “good ‘un,” and 1 want the best
kiad for dear Jack,

THE *SCIENCE™ JUSTIFIED.
¢4] SEE Moxrtrean Live has started in on astrology,' said
AMr. Dolan. Do yez b'lave init, Mr. Hinnissey 2"

“In course, T do,” answered Mr. Hennessey, **There's

Lrlhing  ~"That was asfully sweet,

nothin’ gives a better clue to o man's charackter an’ his future
than the number of stars an® moons he sees on his way home
at night.”

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM.
TURKEY (in hiding).—Li¢ low, Friend Gobbler, lie low.
We've eseaped the man with the axe, but here comes a
fool with 2 gun,
Gomnkre—0h, I'm not afraid of kim.  Can’t you see he's
2ot one of those ey hunting suits on ?

YULE-TIDE JOYS,
Javes Baneerr Kok,
H, CHRISTMAS! MNerry Cheistatas!
How Iove your pleasures rare,
When the frisky snow.flakes frolic
In the frosty winter air!

When the tinkle of the sleigh-bells
Finds an ccho in our hearts!

When the evergreen is present,
And the long green departs!

ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT.
GVEORGE, George, run for the doctor at once.  Willic has
swallowed that counterfeit dollar you put in his stock-
ing!
" Nonsense, ' not going to send good mouey after bad,
and, at any rate, he'll digest it along with the plum pudding
and painted candies.”

THEORY WITHOUT PRACTICE.
H’l‘llli Professor is a very wise man, isn't he? What a
delightful lecture he gave us on mistletoe!*
*Yes,” pouted Mamie, “but he didn’t seem to know the
plant when he saw it half an hour later.” )
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’l‘lll:‘ dress of the new Lady Mayoress of London, at the

recent Lord Mayor's show, was composed of ivory satin,
the front of which was embroidered in steel and pale grey
pearls and diamand paillettes, the hem being softened by ivory
chiffon, relieved with small tufts of pink feathers, and the front
further trimmed with caseades of rich point de gaze. Over
thix, gracefully attached to the left shoulder, was o train of
magnificent ereancolored brocade, lined with satinof the saune
1int, and ornamented with bunches of difteseny sized feathers,
ticd in with pink ribbon velvet and erenm chitfon,  The dresses
of the maids were of eream-colored Oriental satin over silk,
trimmed with ganze ribbon ruched at the foot of the skirt, and
finished with flonuces of mounsseline de soie, edged with eream
bebe velvet s the badices being composed of swathed bands of
Oriental satin, fastened with paste buttons at the side, and
little boleros of narrow cremm ribbon velvet, with collars of
stlk muslin and Liee, the design of which was little baskets of
Howers worked in the seallops, which were further adorned
with rosettes of ribbon velvet. The small sleeves were made
of tuched gauze ribbon, corresponding with the wrimming
the bottom of the skirt,

. . L3

V ARABOUT feathers are again fashionable in Paris. They
l make the prettiest of neek boas and collars, fashiouned
entirely of the feathers, and trimmed with bunches of feather
tails. A great many of these are tn pale grey and tan, to be
worn with tailor-made street suits,

\, 1SS JULTA LIPMAXN, the poctess, is the seeretary of Miss
\ Helen Gould, and acts for her in other mnuters. When
the Windsor Hotel tire broke oat, Miss Gouldwas not at home,
and her seeretary opencd the house, turned it into a temporary
hospital and refuge, aud invited thoese rendered honeless by the
conflagration to enjoy its hospitality.  She was mistaken for
Miss Gould by bath the public and the representatives of the
press. Miss Gould, having heen sent for, returned shortly
atterward, and, complimenting her secretary for her thought-
fuluess, haud o heartye laugh over the mistake.  Miss Gould then
continued the work which had been started, aud proved as
skillfu) o nurse ag had the poctess. Miss Lipmann's literary
talent is largely hereditary.  Her father was seeretary to
Washington Irving, and her fuunt was the wife of Alexander
Damas, fils.
- o L]

l.\'S'l’E.-\l) of sprinkling lavender amonyg the bed linen of the

linen closet, as their grandmothers did, many housckeepers
wow keep their sheets and pillow cases hetween large sachets,
which are perfumed with Iavender, sweet clover or dedicately
seenterd sachet powder. Others, who like the odor of the
* piney woods,™ keep flat sachets filled with pinencedies tacked
at the corners and sides of the mattresses.  This odor is
thought by some people to be sleep-producing.  Other house-
keepers suspend dainty sachet hags from the corners of bed-
stead, bureau aud dressing table, in order to obtain a delicate
odor in the room.

\/ R, LINDA HULL LARNED, of Syracuse, wha has just
{ been clected to the position of president of the National
Houschold Economic Association, is 2t club womun who has
been auclub woman and & new woman to soine purpose. She
15 the kind of a club woman who n. he cubsubservient to
the home.  Indeed, the social clul oyracuse of which she is
amember take little of her interest in comparison with the

local Domestic Science Association, of which she is president,
and-which has successfully established a Schaol of Dowmestic
Scienee that has attained a National reputation.  Mrs. Larned
is also a writer on houschold literatare, having been for some
time the editor of adepartment on this subject in awell-known
wmagazine, and some thne sinee published a little cook hook
called “The Little Epicure,” which she has just followed up
with a more comprehensive work upon “The Hostess ot
To-day,” which has been published by the Scribners and just
placed upon the market.

'l‘llli following little poew, written by Susan T. Perry and

published in The New Vork Evangelist, has appented to
many hearts,  As avesubt, treasured yet almost forgotten bits
of neediewark have been taken from their long resting places ;
dainty trames adorn them as they now hang on the walls or
occupy conspicuons positions in treasure cabinets:

OUR MOTHER'S SAMPLER.

1t was wrought m silken letters
A was the fastion then,
Stitehed o our mother'ssampler
** Eliza, aged ten
TTwats long ago—pastsinty veas !
Below the name the date appean

In 7 cighteen hundeed twenty-thiree t ™
We aften heacd her telt—-

She walked twa wites to schoot that vear;
And we remetber well

How, underacath the el tree’s shade,

She rested, when o littte waid.

Above her name the alphabet,
In Jetters Large and small,
Was wronghtan red and ** true-love
And cronsesutehed, one and all—
The rons dnvaded off by hines
Made from some old and quaint designs.

blue,

And shrough the summer sunshine,
Andd through the wainter's snow,

With the sampler i her pocket,
Our mother used to go.

And afternoons, the lessons done,

She worked the lettens, one by one,

The stitches evenly were set,

With only heze and there
N mplaced ome; peshaps the coumt

Was tost mads chaldiah care ;
Daviractmg things in ~chool, perchance,
Stole from the work a hought, a glance.

Lhes tell e it was beautfisl—
Our mother's childhood face—
Andspeak of all her Kindly words,

Her wavs of simple grice.
Could we have only seen herthen,
That cluld, ** Eliza, aged ten.”

We knew lier nor a1 morning,
But when hier nvonnde camie,
With clnldish tove and prande
Wegare ber the new name,
Repleie wath all that's pure and good—
The sacred name of mohieshood,

And now the afternoon has passed
His theevemng tide ;
Oar mother has just entered in
Among the glorificd,
We Lok her finished bife work through—
The misplaced stiches, oh, how few !

A friend in Pans writes me that the evening gowns there
are cut much lower about the shoulders than for many years
past.  Oue promancent firm in the Rue de la Paix is cven trying
to insist upon a rcturn of the 1830 sloping shoulder.

GERALDINE.

et

e e —r———
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HAYE not for a long time dipped into any-
thing so delightfll as Mr. Arthur Strmger's
bhook of short stories, ** The Loomof Prestiny.™
These are tales of children, but not tales for children. 1t
requires talents little below the rank of ganius to write of
childish doings and childish character in such a way as to
interest mature minds, Yet, this is what Mr, Stringer has
stieceeded in doing,  He has torn from the rank lite of crowded
towns many a page full of gennine humor and pathos—pages
that tell of the cramped, maimed life of the children of the
poor. He has approached his subject with the henrt of an
artist and the eye of ascer.  His boys and girls are veal, living
boys and girls—not dolls and automatons,  He wounds them
and they bleed before your eyes; he tickles them and you hear
their very lnughter: and underneath all the tears and smiles,
you cateh the muflled, relentless grind of the loom of destiny.

**The Loom of
Destiny.**

Tho' they tihes us out of our gutter ome,
AnT serub nlt our idesis sore,

Therr stinhan suds won ¢ ke of a bloke
\Wao't ¢ never was afore !

FFor wot's bin bred in these “ere bones,
In these ere hones wae bred |

An’ you an me s gutier scum
Till vour an® mie s dead,

This may be a hard gospel, but, alas for humanity ! truth
docs not always wear kid gloves, and hard gospels are some-
times true ones,

Yet the book is not by any means morbid.  The naked fact,
indeed, is never morbid—though the eye that beholds it may
be so.  Kipling's pictures of humanity are not morbid, though
often hrutally true to life: nor are Mr. Stringer’s pictures
morhid. He simply paints what he sces—as every artist
worthy of the name must do. Far from being unwholesome,
“The Loom of Destingy™ is an clevating and refining book:
for. being genuine and sincere, it arouses only genuine and
sincere sentiments. There is no false pathos, that quickly
withers like a flower without root.

The book ix published by Small, Maynard & Company,
Boston, and is daintily printed and bound—a very appropriate
Christmas gift for anyone who combines 2t love of reading

with 2 love and understanding of human nature. Some of

the storics were originally published in Ainslee’s Magazine,
and attracted attention there.

Mr. Stringer is a Canadian, born and brought up at
Loundon, Ont.: edueated at the Universities of Toronto and
Oxford; and latterdy engaged in active newspaper work  He
has published considerable verse, some  of which is quite
excellents but, as eversbody writes verse nowadays, and as
few write readable prose—1 fancy Mr. Stringer intends to use
the latter, more and more, as his medinm, - A man of not more
than 27, he has his career Targely hefore him; and, if his work
to date is any indication of what his future work will he, we
may expect him to acquit himself with credit to his native

country.
* - .

T is pleasing tonote that the younger generaition of Canadian
writers are commencing to drift away from the silly iden
that they must write of Canadian subjects.  Literature is as
broad as humanity, and the hope that there will be o Cana.
dian literature,”” apart from English literature, is & crazy hope,
foredoonted to disappointment.  We hear a preat deal about
*Amcerican Iaterature,” but, as a matter of fact, there is no
such thing. It is all Euglish literature: what is written in the
English language is cither English literature or it is not
literature at all.  There is no reason why we should have a
Cunadian literature, and let ug not attempt an impossibility.

Our aim should be to contribute worthily to the literature of
our race—the literature that is as broad as the tongue we
speak.  ©am, therefore, giad to see that Mr. Stringer, like
otaer young Canadian writers, is choosing subjects of more
than provincial interest,

In this connection 1 can only repeat and emphasize what
was said by another in this column a fewe weeks ago: “If our
writers are to ascend above the dead level of mediocrity, let
them, like Grant Allen, eschew  provincialism, be earnest
students of life, show a manly independence of thought, and
possess the courage of their convictions.™

- * -

’l‘llli DUCHESS OF SUTHERLAND, whose

novel, “One Hour and the Next,” is
arousing so much interest and attention in
literary circles, is undoubtedly, apart from her
rank and beanty, one of the most notable personalities in
socicty.  Notwithstanding her youth, she has atready made
herselt 6 power in the philanthrophic world, and, amid the
hundred and one avocations which have fallen to her lot of late
vears, she has found time to organize 2 whole seetjon of the
Scottish Home Industries Association. The young Duchess,
nee Lady Millicent St. Clair-Erskine, was married on her
sixteenth birthday to the then Marguis of Staflord, and it was
as Lady Stafford that she published a very charming book of
travels, entitled *How 1 Went Round the World in My
Twentieth Year.,” She has inherited from her fathier, the late
Lord Rosslyn, a great love of literature, and, though “One
Hour and the Next™ is her first serious attempt in fiction, she
has contributed many short stories and verses to periodical
literature, generally signing her work ** Erskine.-Gower.”

CaxTox.

The Bouk
of the Hour
in England.

- * L]
BOORS RECEIVED.

CTENE LUAATIC AT LAk
WL L Gage & Co, ddmited,

C TR UNnien Rinebon.” (A political bistory.) By Goldwin
Sunth, D.CAL, anthor of A Political History of the United States,””
Tworolumes, Foronto : The Copp, Clatk Co., Limited,

CAN HISGORICAL SKEICH oF CANADIAN  LITERATURE  AND
JoURN LWL (Reprinted from Canada, An eneyelopacdia of the
couniry ) BBy 1. Castell Hoplins, “Toranto : *I'he Linscott Publishing Co.

U GHAAN THE DREAMER, T (His faney, his love and adventure,)
18 Naal Munro, author of *John Spleadid,”™ ““The Lost Pibroch,” cte.
Toronto . “The Copp, Clark Co., Limited,

TRIAIUTLS 0F CANADA, 62 AND 63 VICIORLA, 1899, Ottawa:
Rk Davson, Printer to the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty,

1ty J. Storer Clouston,  ‘Toronto :

¢

. THE CHRISTMAS WISHBONE IN SOUTH AFRICA.
(\Will the Lion get the Lion's sharc ?)
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HRISTMASTIOR i heve again Nad whio, s looking bak,
doces not feel that the year has shipped by wab as mire
aculous speed as a handfuld of sand through the fingers of 2
child? For the minds of most people are retentive of pleasures,
rather than the reverse, and it seems that but a0 shart tune
sgzo we were setting about the selfsame tasks, enjoxing the
satte gaietios, as we are plunged into at the present.

The shops are in their holiday dress already. The con-
wersation of the childven (2 anent Santa Clans<—his possible
remembrances, and his hardivao-heimagined forgetfuluess, as
regards their most fervent wishes—and the brams of their
clders are weeming with haltdformed alans, as vet unaceomp.
lished purchases and the thousand and one ideas to be carried
out in a short spiace of time. s Mantreal, by tho magonity, ae
least, the true Chnstmas spirit is evinced  Fully a fortmzin
hefore the anspraons day, St Catherine strect and ats prma.
pal shups present o scene of uurivalled cheerfuluess, I and
out, up and down, hueey the goadanured, busy thirang,
choosing  cards and calendars, picking  ont suitable and
unsuitable presents of every description, teving the patiesce of
the most civat clerks with the utmost sang frowd. and all
passessed of the praisewaorthy mtention of spending their
money in the most etivacions maaner

'l‘ll()l'(‘-ll many o ns pretend to griumble and tind falt with

the custiun of presentggiving, do we, in onr heart of
hearts, despise it Waonld we dispense, if we could, waith the
practive of ance a4 vear remembering, astterially, our acirest
and dearest, our triends rich and poor, as e as oue purse will
permtit ¥ Natarally, as in aught e, there are two ways of
wivimz, And one way i< rather devoid of sentiment

We are apt to resuwemtber Mes, B beenuse bag year shie
remembered us, and we feod the obligation We spend mase
than we should aftord upon Miss AL beciuse she iz well-oft and
critical, and wonld, we are afraid, despise a simple offening.
While, with aduanreable foresighit, we weap up the aut-ofdate
key rack, or the hand-paanted monstrosity hestowed upon us
last year by a wellmemnng but inartistic fricud, and despatch
it to “poor Mary, because she does nat et many presents,
poor saul, aad any small thing will please bee ™ Who has not
tripped occasionally m this respect *

Human nxture 3s ever assertive, sl is <o ready to do only
what is eapected of 3t rather than mare than is required. Of
that sceond mode of giving, the vesult of uun exercise of loving
solicitude, goold taste, ad judicious forethought, little necd be
said, Itis an art, bhorn, not made.

UT finally the hurry and excitement will be at an cnd.
With cmpty purses, but satisfied minds, we will scttle
down on Saturday night, our gifts probably packed up aod
despatched, our expectant hearts awaiting  the  Maonday
morning, when those that have given shall reccive. Thongh
passing vears may have deprived many of the keen cdge of
vouthful delight, there are few who cannot at least laok an the

- 2 .

tewns for this dvk-.\mnrut shiould Le i the hiatds of the olitor an

';'uc.«las. i1 porsible. No ticus whatcver aall Le taken after Weliesday at
nm.
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enthusiasm of others with pleasure, and, in the contemplation,
live theit own past jors over again  And, apart from the
temporal pleasures of the day, there are none oo far advanced
in the journey of life to be inseasible to the loftier associations
of this blessed festival, The scotler, who Lifts his voice in
depreeation of the waste of money, time. and pervous cuergy,
expended at this season, is, after all, but a poor-spirited
creature, whose argutents, however clever, should be listened
1o by few, and should wtluence vone. Deep dawn in his beart,
he finds it hard to stitle the inborn reverence for the day, yet
chovses to so express himsell’ that none may read his better
e,
* L d L ]
DERNAPS nowhere awre prople, as a rale, permitted to enjoy
mave typeal Christmas weather thanin Montreal, though
our memornes wounld play us flse did we forget sundry times,
whest muddy voads and ponring rain, or at any ritte unseason.
able warmth, dampened our spirits. and made us rait at
Canada’s fickle climate.  But hope is abundant when there is
a fumine of aught else: and the wish for sparkling snowdrifts,
and keert, frosty air is universal. Then Sherbrooke street will
undergo a transformation, and be fitted with the jingle of bells,
as the cosy hurlenus, the smart Victorin sleighs, and sleighs of
every deseription fly over the fresh white road, rgoicing in
tresh paint and varaisin ol robes, cither new or freshly
renovated, On the side streets, the small boy, with his new
sked or toboggan, will ragn trinmphant, hoping that the
policeman will forget, tor want of better occapation, to chase
thems then forbadden sport. Christmas tine should
vender B oblivious to small owbeeankers,

Daring the day, as of old, the strains of waltzes, not new
perhaps, hat peehaps the more heloved for that, will float out
from the Victoria vink.  And there, possibly, the sime waltzers
ax last vear wi'l take their plitces in the cirele ever revolving in
the centre, and the sane tookers.aon will crowd about the door
under the old clock, or il the benches. As they exchange
their greetings and good wishes, it wall be diflicult 1o realize
that 2 whole vear has passed sinee o similar reanion took
place.

from

Yes. the day will be spent as nany have been before, and, -
doubtless, will be in the future.  And az rapidly as any
ordinary 24 hours will the minutes that form it speed by,

T is as well to speak of the joys of Christmas before we
enter to the sorrows: for, to many, it is well nigh
impossible that they shoald entertain other than the Iatter.
Perhaps never moze so than this year, have we to remember,
in the midst of vur gaucty, the wany desolate boues that mast
needs he wrapt s gloom=hoth in our Mother Country. where
glory has been bhought, by so mumny hrave spirits, at the
exprense of life, and even m Montrea) itself, whese wmany well-
kuown and honared members of society have * passed on.™
Can we expeet that about these hearths, Christmas will be
heralded with mereent 2 That there, hearts and voices will
thrill with the pleasurable anticipation we experience? No, to
many it will serve only as areminder of Bappier days, inten.
sifying the bitter lonchuess of the preseat—leaving no room
for brighter hopes,
Yet, to one and all, whether they be sad and louely, sceptical
and indifferent, or joyful and merry-hearted, the wish cannot
come amiss, that they may have whitever constitutes to than

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS.,

RS, DAVIS, *Heauscjour,” Piue avenue, gave a very
pleasant lunchcon on Wednesday, in honor of Miss
Claudia Bate, of Ottawa.

My, Stikeman arrived in Montreal this week from England,
where he has heen visiting for w short time.  He was accom.
panicd by his nicee, Miss Beanstone, of Wimbledon, Englaud,
who will spead the winter here.

S
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HE last performance of the Garnek Club for the season of
1899, which took place last week, was i most successful
and delightiul entertainment.  The andience was composed of
members of the club only, and it is said that only one perforn-
ance will be given during the year open to the publie. The
play, “On Change,” was a very amusing one, and the cast
wits well chosen. Mr. Ceell Gordon and Mr, Paul Lacoste,
perhaps, deserve the highest praise, the Iatter's impersonation
of a French professor hding inimitable. But the other actors,
taken as @ whole, did very creditable work and are to be
congratulated.

Last week, Mrs, Lo [. Forget entertitined 2 number of
Miss Lulu Forget's friends at a very smart luncheon at the
AMount Royal Club. There is always something delightfully
attractive to the average girl in any catertainment at a club.
Possibly she feels that for @ short time she is enjoying an
aumosphere that is set aside as exclusively man's right; for, in
Montreal, there is an entire absence of social club life for
women.  Mrs, Forget's party must have been the first,or very
ncarly the first, ladies® luncheon given within the recemtly com-
pleted precinets, and was most thoroughly enjoved.  Amonyg
the guests weres Miss A, Cooke, Miss Caro Brainerd, Miss
M. Angus, Miss E. Ewan, Miss Eadie, Miss Howard, Miss
BEthel Gault, Miss Stearns.

HE many friends of Mrs, Theoo Labatt, will sympatlize
with her deeply in the loss of her sister, Mrs, George

Labatt, whose death oceurred last week.  The late Mrs,
Labatt, who has been seriously i1l for some months past, at
one time lived in Montreal where she had many friends, Mrs,
Theo. Labatt left but o few weeks o for Ttaly, aad conse-
quently was with her sister at the end.

Mrs. E. S. Clouston, Peel strect, has issued invitations for
a dance, on Wednesday, December 13, in honor of her
danghters, Miss Osla Clouston and Miss Magjorie Clouston,
who are two of this season’s debutantes.

Mrs, C. G, Hope has returned fram visiting Mres. Benson,
Cardinal,

Miss Claudia Bate is paying Mrs, Danlop, 912 Sherbrooke
street, i short visit,

Mrs. E. Goftft Penny sud Master Trevor Penuy  have
returned from a visit of some weeks to Atlantic City.

ANT woeek, Mres. H. L. Rutherford, Pine aivenue, gtivve a most
< pleasant afternoon tea, for her guests, M, Fulton .,
and Miss Wickam, of New York., The house was heautitully
decorated with quantities of yellow and pmk chrvsanthemums,
< American Beauties,” and any namber of patms, Meso AW
I Buchanan and Miss Watt poured out tea in the dimng-
room, where the prevailing tone of color, i lowers
decorations, was red. Among those invited were: The Very
Rev. Dean and Mres. Carmichacl, Meo amd Mres, Ho AL Allan,
Al Justice and Mrs, Davidson, Mr. and Mres. M. Davis, Mr.
and Mres, A B Eeans, Meo and Mes, Badie, Mass Eadie, My,
H. Baddie, Mr. and Mrs, Fred Molson, Mr. L N Molson, Mr.
and Mrs. Ko R Macpherson, Mr. somd Mres, R, MaceKay, Mr.
and Mrx, D MacMaster, Mres, Alex. Murray, Mre and Mres, J.
M. Papgman, Mr. and Mes. 1. Reed, Licut. Col. and Mrs
Alex. Strathy, Mr. and Mrs. H. €. Scott, Miss Scott, the
Missex Ward, Mr.and Mrex. R, WL Reford.

. . .

TNO say vow that St. Andrew's Ball was an unqualified

success is to tell an old story: for, during the past week,
from all who were present, the same opinion has been voiced.
All the arrangements were perfeetly made and carried out, by
the comntittees, for the pleasure of the subscribers, who were.
for the wost part, very representative of Montreai's smart
society. The presence of the Governor-General and  Lady
Minto and their suite also was a pleasint feature of the ball,
though there were a few people whe were not altogether

13

pleased at the sumewhat wearisome wait until the distin-
guished guests aterived. 1t is difficult to pussess one's soul in
pattience, once one's card is full, and one is keen to dance,

A large number of debutantes were “launched” on  this
oceasion, and very sweet mitny of them looked in their flufly
white frocks,  Lady Minto looked exceptionally well in a very
handsome gown of white satin, veiled in black chiffon,
embroidered in sitver, a touch of color being lent by a searf of
pole blue erepe. A tinra of diamonds and pink carnations in
her hair completed this very striking toilette.  Lady Victoria
Gray wore 2 very pretty frock of mousseline de soie, embroid-
cred in pink, over white satin, with pink ospreys in her hair.
Mrs. A, FL Riddell wore 2t lovely gown of black, enthroidered
in sequins, and Mrs. R W, MacDougall’s primrose gows,
veiled in chiffon, was extremely pretty.

Mrs. 1B, Yates, Mrs, 1), Maelaster, Mrs. W, Hope, Miss
Angus, Mrs, J. ML Pangman, Mrs. W, Clouston, Miss B, Allan,
the Misses Gilmour, Miss Scott, Miss Edythe Gault, Miss
Greenshields, Miss May Stephens, Mrs. €. Lane, Miss M.
Angus also looked exceedingly well. And 2 very noticeably
pretty dress was that of Miss Isabel Burnett, which was of
white satin, veiled in 2 lovely shade of Nile green chiffon,
embroidered in silver. Miss Lillic Ogilvie and Miss Beatrice
Macdougall, hoth debutantes, wore strikingly pretty frocks.

What with the debutantes and the numerous brides, one
saaw a surprising number of white gowans, and certainly there
1s nothing prettier for evening wear.  This season pale shades
seem to he the prevailing fashion, and are very much more to
be admired than the vivid colours worn last year and the year
hefore.

L) . e

l AST week, Mres, B C. Lyman gave two very pleasiant teas,
~ one on Thursday, and the sccond on Friday afternoon.
A large number of guests were present on both oceasions,
amony them being: Lady Van Horne, the Misses Van Horae,
sudy Tait, Mrs. W, R Miller, Miss Miller, Mrs, Dunlop, the
Misses Dunlop, Mrs, HL MacKenzie, Mrs. CL Macdougall, Mra.
D. Lorn Macdougall, Miss Macdougall, Mrs. J. C. Hatton,
Lady Galt, the Misses Galt, Mrs, Angus, the Misses Angus,
Mrs Eadie, Miss Eadie, Mrs. \W. M. Dobell, Mrs. Gillespie,
Miss Gillespie, Mrs. D, Fo Angus, Mrs, Co F. Sise. Miss Sise,
Mrs, WL ML Ramsay, the Misses Ramsay, Mres. Wylde, Mrs, E.
o King, Mress 20 S0 Allan, Miss Allan, Mrs. Wurtele, Mliss
O Brien, Mrs. Tylee, the Misses Lambe.

Mrs. AL Harris, Peel street, also entertained o number of
friends at tea last week.  The tenetable. which was presided
over by Mrs. S Greenshiclds and Mres. Duncan Macpherson,
was prettily decorated with yellow and whitechrysanthemums.
Aud Miss A Redpath, Miss Go Drury, Miss Lawmbe, Miss
Portcous, Miss Peterson, also assisted in the dining-room.
Among those invited were:  Mrx, Porteous, Mrs, Peterson,
the Misses Drary, Mrs, 15 B, Greenshiclds, Miss Greenshiclds,
Miss Cook (Quebee), Lady Van Horne, the Misses Van
Horae, Miss Hampson, Mrs. Do B Macpherson, Mrs. W
Waonham, Mrs. Dunlop, Mrs, Ewan, the Misses Ewan, Miss
Guadlack, Mrs. W, R, Miller, Miss Miller, Mrs. W, de M.
Marler, M, L. Lewis, Mres. G. H. Duggan, Mres. Ross, Mrs. .
C. Hattan, the Misses Watt, Mrs, Wigmore.

JATURDAY last was Coloncl Otter's birthday, and the cvent

wits celebrated at the several military headquarters,
while His Excellency the Governor-Geuneral cabled his con-
gratulations,

l\l.l;‘\_]Ol\'-(‘di.\'lil\‘.-\I. FREXCIL, commanding the cavalry in

South Africa, was never in Canada, notwithstanding the
statements to that efiect published in a pumber of papers.  He
had, however, two uncles in this country. They came here
wmany years agro, and the fnily have lost all trace of them
tn fact, the General was quite anxious to know what had
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become of them, The Major-General French who was in the
Canadian militia, i now commanding the forees in New South
Wales.
* . *
0.\‘ Monday, December 11, NMrs. Wheeler will entertain a
large nunber of friends at an afternoon cuchre party.

Miss Dobell and Miss B Dobell, of Birkenhead, England,
are vigiting Mrs. W, AL Dobell, Creseent street. Miss 1B,
Dobell spent some weeks in Montreal last winter visiting old
school friends as well as her relatives here,

Last week, Mrs, Mcelea Walhank, Peel street, gave @ very
pleasant tea for her sister-indaw, Miss Walbank.,

This week, Miss Tillic MacDonald, nicee of Sir Wi, .
Macdonald, left for Winaipey, where, immediately on her
arrival, ber marriage will take place to Dro Reginald de
Lothiniere Harwoaod, sun of Mr. K. W, Harwood, scignenr of
Vaudreuil.  Dr. Harwood has begun to practise at Pincler
Creek, NOW.TL, and, consequently, they will make their owme
there,

1 hear of the marriage at Washington last week of Miss
Cassells, daughter of Colanel Cassells, to Mr. Boldman,  Miss
Cassells, it will be remembered, spent some time in Montreal
last winter, visiting Mrs. Fo Co Lyman, MacTavish street, so
that it was with much interest her friends here heard of the
event., -

L) . ‘e

l AST Friday evening, avery pleasant cucltre party was gven

< by Mrs, ). H. Magor, Bishop street, fur Miss Atkinson, of
Toronto, who is visiting her. Among the guests were: Licut.-
Col. and Mrs. Busteed, My, and Mrs. Handyside, Me.and Mrs,
Guy Rosg, Mr.and Mrs. W Wanham, Mre. and Mrs. Minden
Cole, Mr, and Mrs. I, Fry, Mroand Mrs. 1L Grahiian, Mreand
Mes. G Co Dunlop, Mr. and Mrs AL Day, Miss Ansley, Miss
Raswlings, Miss Holmstrom, Mroand Mes. Danean Macpherson,
Dr. B Fry, Dr. Chureh, My, Bogert, Meo Ho Taylor, Dr. and
Mrs, Birkett, Mre. and Mrs Benthiam, Me. 80 Carmichacl.

Ou Friday, December 15, Mrs. Lo L Lewis, Omario aenne,
will give a progressive cuchre party.

Niss Harmaon, who has been spemding some weeks with her
aunt, Mrs. Handyside, returned st week to Toronto.

My, and Mrs. Mackenzie left Iast week for New York, where
tiey will spend some days. Miss Evelyn Mackenzie accom-
panied them, on her way 1o attend the marringe of Miss Payne
and Mr. Hutchinson, which took place on Wednesday, Decemn-
her 6, at Wilkesharre, P

Mr Lewis Reford returned this week from o short visit to
New Haven and Philadelphia.

L] - *

.

\]() matter of how httle imerest fashion notes™ are to one,

beyvoud, peshaps, keeping one from being antedeluvian in
dress and wmanness, it o dithicult to steer cear of them alto-
gether, and one reads them agatnst one's better judgimnent.
1 say “against onc’s better judgment™ when 1 read such
advice as this.  In one, © Hint for small purses,”™ or something
of that uature, girls are reminded that loug chains are still very
much the fashion, with snudl trinkets attached. Of course, it
explains gold chains are expensive, but a very pretty and
cheap (very cheap) way of being st la maode, is to string colored
slass betds together on astrong threaed, and wear upon it any
little sauvenir, suchas afive-cent piccethat cannot heused inthe
cars, having o holein i, an extra hairpin or two, or anything
that cambines use and orpament. At least, these appenr us
suitable to me as the things sugpested. A string of shoe.
buttons with a shochorn attached might be s pretty addition
e worning costume. 1t would scem as though infinitely
superior advice to them of the seanty pockethook would be
“If you ean’t have i goud chain make up your mind to do
without any. Or if it is essential that you carry around your
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seck your manjeure set, your pens and pencils, or sentimental
souvenirs, be content with o plain ribbon or inconspicuous
cord,”

Some preople ook at fashions with the eye of the African
chief who revels in the acguisition of a top hat, regardless of
the inadeguaey of the rest of his costime to show ofl such
headgear Lo advantage.

L - L]

N Wednesday evening, Mrs. Dunlop, Sherbrovke street,
rave a delightful dinner in honor of My, and Mrs, J. ML
fangman. e

Next week promises to be a very gay week, from all
accounts.  Two dances, two or three euchre parties, and no
doubt the usual accompaniment of afternoon teas, will keep a
large number of people very much on the go. It is almost a
pity that the dances should cote on consecutive nights, that
is for men who have to be at business just as carly, no matter
what hour it was when they retired,  But, to the girls, who
can rest all day, it is a matter of litthe consequience.

The charity Lall has ever been @ most popular institution in
Maontreal. Someliow or other, it never seems exactly like a
public ball, for several of the fertures of that genus of eater.
tainment, which are not always agrecuble, in some manner
are climinaled. Last yenr, tinancially it was an cnormous
suceess, ind the nutber of subseribers very lurge. But, at Her
Majesty's Theatee, it was not possible so to manage the
supper that everyone partook of it comfortably.  And when it
is not an unheard-of thing for men to complain of the charac.
ter and areangements of a supper for which they have not
paid. can one expeet sitenee when they feel that the just
cquivalent of their ticket money has not been awarded in full!
However, this year, through the kindoess of Lord Stratheoun,
the Royal Victoria College for Women will be the scene of the
Dall.  Aud, perhaps, 21 more suitable place could not be dis.
covered for such an uandertaking.  The ballroom will he
caveltent s there 3s a gallery for the orchestra, and cendless
sitting- out rooms, and splendid accommodation for the hungry
will insure suceess. The date fixed will most probably bhe
Janaary 12,

- L] *

N Saturday afternoon, Mrs, W. M. Dobell gave o very jolly

little ten-party for her visitors, the Misses Dobell.

Mrs. W, T, Bewson, of Cardinal, is visiting her daughter,
Mrs. C. G, Hope, Drummond street.

Mr. and Mrs, Stancliffe left this week for Euglaud, where
they will make their home for an indefinite time. Many of
their friends were under the impression they had left last week,
hut they were prevented from doing so, as they previously
intended.

. . .

\ HAT amoage this is for giving advice!  “Don'ts™ for

hushands and wives, bachelors and maids, boys and
girh=—cven infiants, Yourish everswhere. And ** The Cynic ™
and “Aunt Mary,” and others of that ilk, drug the market
with their hints as o what not to do under all possible or
impossible and improbable circumstances. The trouble is that
the averige persons of literary tendency write very much more
than they think.  The produet of their pens condemns them.

Mr. Doull and his daughter, Miss Doull, of Halifix, have
taken up their residence at 87 Union avenue, and will most
probably spead the winter months in Maontreal.

The wedding of Miss Naomi Molson and Mr, C. B. Robhin
has heen arranged to take plice on December 27,

It certainly sounded v little odd to read the othier day that,
At atorecent concert, @ lady gave the song *1 Have just
Been Through the Garden® in costume, in her pleasing way.™
O course, we conclude thit this number was of & character to
require a special and faney dress, but the tiere name of the
song docs not suggest any necessity of special habiliments,
and the statement appears unusual,
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PRECEDING ARTICLES —Mujor Girotund, September th; Hon, Win. Mulek,
Septemtner 22 fis Londship Bishop Houd, Septembwer 205 Mo W, 0.
Guie and Mr. Louls Herbette, Octolwr 62 Hon, das, Sutherband, Octolwer
4 Mro Chas, R, Hosmer, Qctotwer 20: Lient-Col, Geo, °IL Dentson,
October 27 VPrinelpal Grant, November 8, Profeswor Goldwin Smith,
November 10; Dre. Jdus. Stewart. Novewber 175 Mr. Geo, Goaderhiam,
Novewber 24 Sie W, €, Macdonanld and Lonl Methuen, Deceinber 1.

ARCHBISHOP BRUCHESI.

13 STRONG soul, zealous, hencficent, firm "—fit words in

L awhich one might deseribe the wiclder of the Episcopal
wgis m our metropolitan city.  The visitor to the Palace
meets no patriarchal prelate in the white winter of his ages
nor an austere, distant personage, enshrouded and bedinmed
in the holy dignity of his office.  As he watits in an anteroom,
a quick, light, eager step comes along the hallway, and His
Grace appears—a youthful man, whose genial radianey of face
bespeaks a happy life well lived. The characteristic of gentle-

| :

|
: i
{ N
| i
|
? |
| ;
' ;
h ;

ARCHBISHOP HBRUCHESI.

ness is imprinted upon every line of that countenance, and on
eich movement of the stender frame.  Confidence immediately
steceeds  his salutation,  His handshake is not rendered
weaningless by the accompanying air which says, 1 hope
yvour business is not long.  You have bothered me,” but
expresses rather the interest of one whofeels he may he of some
service to a friend.

Though harassed by the continued worry of innumerable
appenls, and immersed at the moment in the settlement of a
trying legal issue, time can be spared to greet an absolute
stranger, to  sit down beside him and ascertain what
mission may be his.  The stranger is an ignoramus; and, not
cnlightencd by the purple robe, he explains that he has heen
waiting to sce the Archbishop.  “Well, 1 am the Archbishop,”
smilingly replies His Grace, not onc whit offended at so heed-
lexs a mistake.  What a delightful teansformation some of us

would undergo were we but gifted with thus much sense of
humor!

Well has he been likened to his spiritual father, Pope Leo.
Such a lover of peace as the aged monarch at the Vatican
could hardly find a man more after his own lhieart; and the
public commendation bestowed upon Monscigneur Bruchesi on
the occasion of his allocution, by the Church’s Head at Rome,
testifies to the oneness of the high ideal which animates them
both, Protestant ministers have characterized this address to
the people at large as nothing less than apostolic, and the
writer of the same a true apostle.

Perhaps no other position in the Province calls for such
vicety of judgment, or such peculiar power of purpose as the
Archibishopric of Montreal,  All eyes revert thither—on the
one hand of those who look for the rule and direction of their
lives, and on the other of those whose gaze is always critical if
not exactly hostile.  But of the public utterances which
emanate from the Palace, there are none to which the veriest
fanatic would be lable to take exceeption.  His Grace’s cedicts
invariably reflect the gentle firmness of a father who speaks
not to he gainsaid, combined with and guarded by a delicacy
of wise deseretion which unarms objection or even criticismn
from without. This, of a man who is frequently called upon,
from the nature of the place hie holds, to pronounce upon
questions pertaining to the life of the community as a whole,
marks him not only as a brave and politic leader, but
evidences him one of those strong pivot points from which
disseminates the influence that purifies, invigorates and blesses
the circling progress of our everyday existence.

Nor does the Archbishop shrink from taking gencrous part,
where possible, in public schemes of benevolent or educational
import.  Those who worked with him in committee at the
time of the Jubilee have expressed the appreciation they felt of
the value which his counsel and ability afforded.  In 1893, it
was to hint that the Provinee of Quele intrusted the prepara.
tion of its cducational exhibits for the World's Fair at
Chicago, and for many years he was chairman of the Catholic
School Board of Montreal,  The kindly attitude he always
assumed toward members of the press was responsible for the
unanimons congratulition hie reccived from every seetion of
that body when he beeame successor to Mgr. Fabre, His
reply, in which he stated the aims he hoped to make his own,
and the end toward which he would ever strive, and at the
same time his wareness of the position he hield in relation to
other bodies, was simply  inimitable, and awoke cchoces
throughout the country and heyond it which reverberated
with admiration and respect.

Twice, recently, his actions have formed the subject of dis-
cussion; firstly, concerning the prohibition of bazuars, and
next, his declination to act in conjuction with other organiza.
tions in the matter of acentral hureau for charitable purposes.
Both instances are typical of man and method.  The stopping
of bazaars has conferred a grateful benefit on the citizens.
Hesides the wise provision against certain evils connected with

too frequent entertainments, kept up until late hours, and so
forth, which was one of the principal reasons for the step,
merchants have sccured partial redief, at Jeast, from a1 system
almost aunonnting to hlackmail. For, though His Grace dis.
claimed any such idea, and wias loth to believe that such
agrencies haurmed teade inany way, there is no doubt that such
is the case to some extent. As regards his decision that it
would be impossible for him to act with the committee of the
central hurean at present, his letter published some days ago
amply vindicates the position he took, and places him in the
right.  The ¢ smmittee recognize this.

Mgr. Bruchesi's presence is academic, one would be inclined
to say. rather than priestly. The years of professorial work
in Laval have left their undeniable traces. A great student, he
would at any time rather read than cat or sleep, which circum.
stance may account in measure for a tolerant broad-minded-
ness not common in o young a man. The very warwmest
personal friendships are his, nmf(hc kindncss that beams from
hiz eyes constitutes not mercly part of that natural animal
temperanient for which none of uscan claim especial credit,
but s the reflexion of @ heart that beats in respouse to the
pulse of humanity. J.S. ML

.
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@ Mainly About People.

h RS, TURNER. the wife of the Consul-General of the United

States, is one of the most striking women in Ottawa
gocicty. Sheis called 2 beauty by some—athers see nothing in
her. She has lovely soft brown eves, amd hair that is re iy
brown=—a nut-hrown that ix almost golden.  Her hair and
eyes, in fuct, are unlike those of any other woman  Her
grandmather was French. Thix gnes her qualitics which,
combined with the Amenean womans proverbial stylishness,
make her one of the bestadressed women in Ottaowan, Her
great point in this respeet seems to be ot that she dresses up
on oceasions in striking costumes, hog that she is never seen
with anything on that s unbecoming

» - -

LTHOUGH Her Majesty*s charities are htesally as numer-
48 oug as the sand on the seieshore, the Sovereign seldom
finds herseif justified in sending ~o large 20 donation as €1,000
to any one fund. This, however, s the amonmt which the
Queen has had forwarded 1o the Transvaal War fund, and
Hee Majesty has sytied her desive that of her gift €400
should be allotted for the beaetit of the widows and children of
thase serving in South Mrca, and €200 1o cach of the other
three ohjects enumierated in the Lord Mayows appenl. The
Prince of Wales, who sent a donation of 250 gumens, has
asked that his gift may be credited to the “Soldiers and
Sailors' Famibes Association Fund *

l ORD CURZON has just rewardid the translator of the
< sacred Induan epie=The Mahablmnata—with a pension,
The anonntas small bat the Indum sages ean five on ver Ay
fittle, so that at least the industrions Pundit Kesatt Mohum,
having accomplished the whale of this stupendous tash and
found him&df oppressed by poverty and age, has o never tnl
ing stipend.  The Mahabharata is the mgest poem in the
world, heing seven tnes as Touge ss the Hhiad supl thie Odyssey
together. It is as erowded with stones and legends as the
hadizn teinples sre with images.

. - -

APT. GRAHAM, AD.C. hax lunched on the “ Chnstmas-
> tide™ of presents, 2 bank of verse catled * Ruthless Khymes
for Heartless Homes,” by Col. D Streamer. As Capt. Graham
siiys, “ these are not mtended toinculeate henrtlessness unang
the young,™ but were stiggested to him by an ol nur<ers
rhrime, Which runs as follows:
Mary prasoted tiaother = ten
Muthe v edieed 1 agonn
Father wos o atre e Iy senemd—
\any chald

B ~and wlist neny #

The verses are of the subtle kind of humor tound m * Alee
in Wonderland,” and appeal to thoese who can see under the
surfice. Capt. Grahan has wrstten articles for The Windsor
and ather English magazines.  But this is his first pubhished
baok, The Hlustrations are by Mr. G. Guthorne-Hardy,
name well known in English pulmc d Jife. This will aleo e
Mr. Hardy's first published work s an artist. -

- L3 -

R. I THE DUCHESS OF YORK 15 not one of thase

* ladies wha content themselves with merely directing the
kool works in which they nre interested. As president of
tht London Neediework Guild, she is absolutely the working
card of the whesle orgamization, having been accustomud from
hcr childhomd 1o the practend business of the society.  For five
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conseeutive days preceding the recent annual exhibition ot
the society at the hinperial Institate, Her Royal Highness was
busily employed in unpacking, sorting, and counting the
garments contributed by the members of the guild, the number
at which amonnted 1o something over 9,000, and, aided by
her Ladiesin-Waiting, Lady Ratharine Coke and Lady Mary
Lvgeon, worked haed from 11 o'clock till 5, with only a short
interval for luncheon, in tying the things up into neat bundles
for distribution. And it is not only on such occasions as the
ane in question that the Royal president’s energy and interest
are engaged.  The whole year around she busies herself about
the guild, and alway knows which  vice-presidents  are
torward, or the contrary, with their work, and personally
decildes upon the disposal of the finer linen to indigent adies
and wives of the poorer clergy.

- - .

ADY ABERDEEN, it is rumored, will write a book giving
< her reminiscences of Canada during her hushand's
GovernorGeneralship
- L] -
'l‘lll-! list of Royal litteratenrs is to-day asomewhat lengthy
one, quud in this list Royal princesses shine conspicuously.
Not ta mention Queen Victoria’s well-known contributions to
literature, the number of prineesses who are authors inchude
Carmen Sylea (Queen of Rogmanin, the Queen of Italy, the
Countess of Paris and her dawghter, the talented young Queen
of Portugal, and the Crown Princess of Raly (Princess Hulenn
of Montenegra).  To make the list of Royal authors cumplctc
must be added the nimes of the Prince de Joinville, Inst sur-
vivis son of King Lounis.Philippe, Prince Henri d*Orleans, the
well-known explorer, King Oscar, of Sweden, and Prinee
Nichaolas, of Montenegro,

- - L3

\ K. KEEGAN PAUL <ays that one of the last books read
{ by Cardinal Manning wias * The Pickwick Papers,” A
few weeks before his death, he asked for a complete set of
Inckens' works. 1 have never read * Pickwick,'™ he said,
“amd 1 don't think I<should like todic without havingdoneso. ™

l ADY BALFOUR of Burleigh, wife of the Chief Seeretary for
< Seothand, is asister of Lord Aberdeen, and is universally
popular  She is an exceedingly able woman, 2 good talker,
aml enters beart and foul into all her hushand’s social and
P obitical aspirationss~and they are many, for f.ord Balfoar of
Rurleigh is one of the best types of politicians and philanthro.
pists; everything that hedoes he does well, and he finds @ able
seconder in his accomplished sind delightfol wife.

-

SYLVIA IN THE SNOW STORM.

ATCHING the snowflakes whisked and whirled
Al ceascless to and fro,
Mout the boundiries of the world
She lets her white thoughts po.

And ane of those white thoughts of hers
To me comex drifting down

As 1 sit brooding *mong the firs
Above this gray old town.

Into my heart that waif of grace
.\mks. nestling hke a dove;

Ah, what are all the bounds of space
I thoaght e winged by love!
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A Christmas Surprise

v Glorwy R

Author of 7 Theoe Brass Balls
“The Ten Commandments
Mo
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b Sonial Kadeulo
© Rogues and \agabionds on

Coprricht  baddustze proadeges sold to  Montyead Lite

\, R.JOHN ARMYTAGE came into his clegant draw ing.room
! in Fitzjohn’s avenue with a knitted brow.  Now,of thae
is one day in the whole year on which the master of the house
should not have a knitted brow, it is Christmas Day.

And this was Christmas evening—7 o'clock on Christmas
evening.  The drawing-room was full of John Armyiage's
guests, They were mostly his own relatives and Jus wite's,
His own relatives included bis  three  sisters. Bach  was
accompanied by her hushand, The youngest sister had only

¢ e e —a—e—
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“Tdon't know . I haven'tseen her. William told her to go
upstairs with the servant, and take off lier things, diveetly they
canme in. Then he sent for me. That's why T went out,
*John,' he said, I've married since T was here last Christmas—
did't want to disappoint you—couldn't leave my wile to have
her Christmas dinner alone, so 1've brought her with me™

*Oh, dear, ol deanr? and Jenny's hushand here for the fivst
time! Whatever shall we do?™

Jenny's hushand was the cousin of a lovd, and the Army-
tages thought a great deal of him, 1le was the first aristocrat
they had had in the family, and they looked up to him and
talked ahout him a great deal. My brother-in-law, Tom
Mitchan, Lord Bowditel's cousin, you kuow " was a vemark
which John Avmytage Wdways managed to insert in any
conversation i which be might he engaged at the carliest
opportunity,

1 think, my dear,” said John Armytage to his wite, * you'd
better go upstairs and—er—see Mes, William first. Ifshe'svery
awlul=l—¢r=—1 really don't think, in justice to My Mitcham,
who has not met Willizun before, we can let her sit down.”™

Typical Canadian Scenes —~ Cattle on the Northwest Plains.

recently heen marricd—this was her hushand’s first Christmas
dinner with Joht Armytage,

The master of the house cune in at the door, and gave his
wife a little look which caused her to leave the guests with
whom she was chatting, and come towards him,

“What is it, dear 2 she said; ** what has happened 27

“The worst,” replied her hushand. ** William has arrived
and he has brought a wite.”

“Oh, John—is she—presentable 7™ exclitimed the hostess.

teorge R 8tns, the anthor of © A Chnstings Surprise,’ is one of the maost
hritllant bumorists and drsnintlst<of the Reitish inetropolis,  11e I8 82 years old,
and comnienced Work as i Jourhallst and pIaywright 25 yoesry ago. ~ A 1apld
aotker, ie hax time for many smusenients atnd recrestions, notwithstandinge
that his pen is constantly turning ont pinys, storles und sketchen, fur which be
receives fange suins of maney, 1ty prinedpal bobbies ure battiodore amd shuttlies
cock, bull dogs and trottlng pontes, e e publistied about s dozen novels and
Hooka of one sort or another, kud is author or part anthor of aacore of plays,
Hu llvea 1n Regent's Park, and i< a wetl-knows fgane (n the London clubs, whete
his hrilliancy, 800 humor, .and ahility 1o tell 1 good yarn, have mwide Him
extreniely popular,

“Oh, John, we must!™ exclaimed Mrs. Arnytage. *\We
couldn’t possibly tell your hrother's wife to go and havedinner
with the servants.”

*No, of course not. Oh, dear! when my poor dear mother
made e give her iy sacred promise o bring the family
together every Cliristmas, she never could have imagined how
William was going to turn out 1™

Mrs. Armytage went out of the room, and ascended the
stairs with o fluttering  heart, to see what her new and
suddenly-introduced sister-in-daw was like, and John Armytage
went across the room and drew his youtgest sister aside,

*Jenny, wy dear,” he said, ** have you tokd Tom about our
faunily trouble?”

“You mean about William 2 Oh, yes, 1 told him he would
wieet lim here, and that he was the black sheep of the Gunily.”
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“Ah Be ko that, well, that's something  Bot, s dem
Jenny, tus time Willua has brooghe aowite with o

Jennay Mitelzon's fee (ot Waillian, oy many vears, had
heen the tertor ot rclatves He had gone hopelesddy to the
bad T bothios and sistars had done every thing they could
tor hin, but it il boon ali to no purposc. Bobeman, shittloss,
utterly umable 1o heep a shubling i his pocket or to mahe one
for himscit, Wallu Moyt bad beon gnen up at st asa
bad joh

How helnved ot st Ins redatives never hnew. They didnt
trouble to i ant heeause thes coald do nothmg to hielp him
to alter tinngs

Wath ol ns tnbh, Wl i was good-hearted vouge man,
He telt that he had Tong ago exbansted his claims on s
hisdred and e ot them m peace Only on Chstinas Day he
sty presentad himsdtat the resudence of his elder hrother,
amb hoal *dinner with the tanny

Ohd Mas Avmy taese Bad had at the last Chiistis dinner
~he ever sat dows to a presentiment that she would never sit
dowa taanother Inaecordance with a tamdy castom, alt hoe
children. manaed and susgle, It gathered around her board
There hud alwian < bean s Urenten ™ unong the Armiyvtages on
Christmas iy Mas Mayviage bad, on tlis ocenston, made
her dhidest son, Jobu, prosnise that when she waszone he would
carry on the Gy tadition Noo Atmytage was to e for
gotten m the st of Chiistmas ivtations Then she turned
to the othar chibdien, amd made then promise that as long as
1wis bamandy possible they wonld go to John's on Christmas
Py

Mrs sy tage Iind bean dead for ten sears, but the pro-
mase vt bad heen fanthiall kept The keeping of 3t would
tot hvve troubled any of them but tor Walliam They never
hacw Bew Witham was gonng to turn up One Christmas he
presented hnnsclt, with suany apologies, i bad boots and o
shabby hglit s, and explianed that preuniary anbarrass.
ments had toread him o part with the rest of his wardrobe.
Johin diagged i apstairs, and compelled him o set into an
oldadiexe suit ot lns (ohin'sy, wineh was sevorad sizes too large
tor fisin,

Thin tn o Claistinas o two he came tarrly udy and
respectinble, bt l..'ihl on he shockad the tamily dagnnty In
v the ungerm ot pusate soldier. He had calisted @
month previonsiy

Jodin boughit hus ont, beciase s siters msistad on 1t
They Fnew Walltn, sl were atrand that e would do some.
thing, and b comnt i talled or <hot, and that would have
been such oo desgiiaee tes the famly

Atter that they had sovesabminor <hocks They henrd, with
a ~hudder, thar Wil had blached s face aind joined o negro
trouge 1 a headh aata aaament on the South Coast, and they
turned thor cxes up to Hleaven when it came to their ears thag
he Badd wone ent i Drary Lane pantomnne as noemrot in the
opemnz. aud asa it proman e the banlegquinade. Hat John
e Rept e dics sant, made to Willian's measure, on the
premuses, ~u that the Chimtmas terror was, they hoped, ove
forever

The aaneuncement that this time Willinm had turned up
with o wite cime as o prralyzimg blow

Jenny sand she thought she had bettor 1l her hushand, and
prepare lam for the shock She did son and Tom Miteham
only Laughed

CThats all night, my donr,” e snd v Bad e in every
taunlv—tot~ m nrne—and had cpgesses, 1o, for the muntter of
that ~

The casy manner w which s brother mlnw, Lord Bow.
ditel’s cotan, teceivod the aews of the new family tie relioed
Jobn Armyvtape's fedings, and i had just made up s mand
to regard M Wallzm with o lement eve, when the door
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upened ad o servant entered the roon, and informed him that
the mistress would like to see him for a minute.

s about Wiltliam's wile,” whispered John o Jenny:
1 sure shie's not presentable, ™

M Armytage was waiting outside in the hall.  Her face
was white: she Jooked as i she had seen a ghost, and had only
just recovered her senses,

*Oh, John,” she gasped, “we can't have her—we really
can’t. She has her fhce weapped up in o veil, and she suys she
et take it oft, beeanse she's a frenk at Baraam’s Show : and
s in her contract that she shall sever show her face ontside
under a penalty of £100 stopped out of her salary.”

John Armytage lung up his aems in horror. * William has
married afreak ™ be exclaimed, “and brought her here! 1=
shall have to go and see im and tell bim 1o take her away

AMr Willian Srmyiage was sitting in the library, where
his brother bad Jeft o, e had com= in vvening dress him
<elt this time, and he looked quite sprace and smaet.

*Willizun" said John, **tlis ix most painful—iost shock-
. Haven't vou brought disgrace enough upon your family,
without this*”

My dear John" replicd Williannealmly, *Ldon't see that
I have ever brought disgrace on the family yet. I've lost
maney—that’s not a disgrice: Ive been poor—that’s not o
disgrace. ve word Her Majesty's uniforni—that’s not o dis.
srce—""

“But you've marned a
disgriwce ¥

“Oh, no; Fdon't think so  She's only tattooed in the face,
vou know—meely a question of taste. In some countries,
valy queens arve allowed tobe tattooed in the face. She's reslly
a charmng girl, bar that, and it was done against her will,
you know. Her people were quite gentlefolks, They were
wrecked on o cannibal island, or something of that sort. Her
relatives were all killed, poor girh, and enten, and she was
tattooed and eft penniless,  $She had to do something, and so
<he went mte the show business.”

“Goud heavens, Willian £ exelnimed Johan, *“how can you
sit there and tatk of your degradation as calmly as that!*

O there's no degradation. 1 tell you, har her fuce, she's
charming, wnd she's a dady ; and, dash i all, John, she gets
L300 aweek

*Youve marned a tatooed woman for her money ™ gasped
John.

TOF, no 1 was engaged at the show, st a berth as
attendant, had to wait an the treaks at menltines.  She fell in
love with me. 1 admired her grace and her amiability very
much, and—cer—well, we got married.”

*Well, that’s your affxir: but vou had no right to bring
her hepe.™

ol you forget our sacred promise 10 our mother that,
as dong st swas humanly possible, we wonld all dine together
on Christinas Day. You undertook to receive us: we all
promised to come. My sisters bring their hushands—1 bring
wmy wife.™

= But our mother never imagined You were going Lo marry
afieak v

" Om mother made no stipulations of any kind,  However,
I have kept my promise year after year. Up to now, you have
kept yours. If you refuse to allow my wife Lo join Four guests
I enn™t foree her on them—baut, if she xgoes, Fmust go. You will
have broken your promise by forcing me from vour house on
the day of family reunion.”

“That is troe” <aid John, with asigh, “I've always bheen
an honorahle man: yve always kept my promise 1o the dead.
You must sit dowa with us, Willizun, and, of course, s st
your freak—I beg pardon, your wife—but it is a terrible blow
to me, it will be aotesrible blow to all of us. What Tom
Matchan, who is Lord Bowditelr's cousin, mund is dining here
tor the first time, will say, heaven only knows! ™

T Mitcham® That Jennys hushand, isw'tit* 1 read of the
mareigee mn the paper.””

Barnum’s freak—isn't that a
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“yes, cousin to Lord Bowditeh,  Oh, William, 1t is «
shameful thing fo. you to have given us asister-indaw trom
Barnum's side-shows!*”

ell,” sand Williaum, ** you ean say wottung chout i, it you
like. I and my wite will go.*

“ N0, said John, “my promise must be kept; but T must
prepare vur guests—the shoek must not he too sudeden.”

*John Annytage returned to the deawing-room,  His face
was very prave, and evervhody turned towards ham as he
enteved.

“ Before we goin to dinner,™ he saidy 1 have a0 strange
communication to make to you. You are all aware of the
agreement by which we meet to day under my roofl. This time
anew guest is added to our fittle pavty. My hrother, William,
brings his wife.”

There was a bttle biuzz of (aeitement. All the guests with
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remarks in o voice at once refined and musical. Whatever the
affliction wax, it was quite certain that she was not a
“person,” as they had feared, but an educated lady.

At the stinner-table, Mrs, Williaun sat by her hushand, and
he was guite gallant in his attentions to her

At first the proceedings were particularly <olemn. The
preseuce of the veiled woman was uneanny It made the
servants uncomfortable and uervons, sund the guests could
hardly take their eyes off the elosely enveloped head. The vei)
fell toosely helow the tace, so that Mrs. Willizon was able to
put her spoon and her fork underneath and eat without
exposing any portion of her features,  That was an intense
relied to John Armytage and his wile. At first they were
ternified that an accidental movement might reveal the fact
that their sisterdin-daw was tattooed,

Unfortunatety, John had forgotten to tell his brother that
he had only made a partial explanation to the company.  Not

Typlcal Canmdian Scenes — A Bathing Party in Manitoba,

the eaception of Tom Mitcham, knew Willizin, and they had
misgivings about the lady.

“My brother,” continued John, in a voice trembling with
cmotion, * has married a Ludy who has an afiliction of the face.
You will excuse her if she makes her appearance among you
wearing a thick veil.”

There was a movement of horror from the relatives.
Williamn had surpassed himself,

A few minutes Iater the door was lung open and the servant
amtowteed 1 “Mr. and Mrs. Willizun Armytage,” and then
retived to hurst out laughing in the hall.

“Good ‘cavens, Parker,” she said to the housemaid, ** what
isit?" .

William was quite at his case.  He introduced the veiled
1ady to all his relatives.  The veiled Tady shook hands with her
new kinsmen and kinswomen, and made the conveutional

being forewarned of this reticence, William presently put his
foot in it. 1le had bheen doing that sort of thing all his life,

Frank and open - hearted to @ degree, what was more
natural than that he should innocently mention the fact that
his wife was engaged at the great show at Olympia, of which
everyone was tatking,

Thinking to amuse the company, he began to tell them of
the Christmas festivities arranged for the freaks at Barnum's,
*Of course, i we hadn't come here” he said, *“my wife would
have dined with them,”

*1 beg your pardon,” said Tom Mitcham, amid a dead
silence, **hut why should your wite have dined with the
freaks?”’

*\Vhy, of course, because shie's one of them,” said Williawm,
Then he caught his hrother's stern eye and checked himself,
* O, I'm sorry—I thought John had told you!™

The ladies glanced at the veiled woman with horror. A
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beah ' What uneht not that heany veil comcal - Tawo noses,
ahorned heal, perhaps, they shuddored as the wlea came to
than, perluaps o g lacal Lady .

Wil s misters aldoiost intad ot the thonghn
Liw to o poge Beed lady Ol it was too tanible!

But the silvery varce of the valal woman was heard amid
the silenee U partially ccassured  them
with a pg's Tacc cordd spoal e that Przdaced Lalies only
grunted, aond they wte out ot a silver ttough 1< there not o
pretire i the Hosprtal m Dubiin to certify 1o the faet!

Johws saw the horrar that had come npon s guests, i
miade the Chistanas dissa ble a taseral teast, and he thought
the plaan truth was pretetable 1o the ldeons wden which was
curdently i the mnnds ot the company

Sistersan

Sutely no woman
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“Oh, ves, said Willizun, OF couse we know her. She
pertotaes w the ssng—La fHante Eeole.™

“Why do vou say Cells herself " asked the veiled lady,
s ot Delroy her real e **

SNt sand Mo Mitcham. *Fact s, she's o velative of
Oue of the ad Ceaesses,”™ Te added, turtng to s wife,
SR

wmine

*ludeed,™ eaclaimed the verled lady. relative of
youes 47

* Yes, causty,  Lord  Bowditeh's  voungest
divphier, vou how, 10 was a terrible blow to the old wman.
Fanny —that is ey name—wias mad tor horses, and, when her
tather marricd agam and the givls were nnhappy at home,
hating ther stepiothor—and they had good reason to—
Fanny had the bad taste to ran away. The neat we heard of
her was that shie was viding at horse shows, you knaw, and
then Pm Blest ot shie didn’t 2o to Amerien. There she joined

she is oy

Typical Canadian Scenes — A Farm in Sussex, New Brunswick.

Mrs, William Armytage is not, | heheve, s freak, in the
conmumon steeeptattion of the word,” he said My brother tehls
me that she was stupwrecked among cannibals, and had her
face tattoned ™

The veded lady noddad That s gquite pghit,” she said -
am not really a fraake ] oam a mistortune You will forgive
me lor not showing youmy face. but my contract is never to
do so outsude the show. The words e “under no cireun
stinees,” and of covrse | must heep my contract

“Oh, pray do! exclmed everyhody in chotus. There
wias ot the shghtest desive samong the company to have a
Indeousiv tattoocd face oppasite to them while they ate thar
Chrstimnns dinney.

Tom Miteham was the fivst to breah the silence ** You are
professionzly engaged at Barpum's, Mis. Ay tage.” be said.
1 wonder it you know an cquestnienne whao, 1 helieve, 18 per-
foruting there now -~ Miss Jentte Delroy she calls hevsel(*”

Baroum’s Civens. They say she's readly splendid in the high.
cliss business.”

*She i eaclaimed Willinm, “isn't she, my dear?®

< Oh, 1 othink she isall pight” said e veiled lady.
of course, § don't see much of her, so T ean’t judge,”

** No, of course 1ot sephicd Tom, “yon'd be inone of the
side-shows.™

JohnwArmytage, who had been astonished at Fom Mitcham's
comtession o a cireus vider in the fanily, felt rather relieved.
Muer all, it Lard Bowditeh's daughter was at Barnum's, it
wasn't so very awful for his sister-indaw 1o he there,

Only, unfortunately, the Iatter was stmony the frenks.

Jeuny turned to her hushand tuguiringly, ** Why did you
never tedl me about your cousin, dear ?°° she said.

*Well, faet is we didn't eare to have it talked about. But
as Barnum's is in the family,” he added with a smile, it
daest’t so much matter now. 1 don't know sueh of Fanay,

©*Rut,
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havent seen her smee she was aelnld, bt we were all upset
when she i away and joined accivens Old chap vosed he'd
never speak to hier again—cat her name out of the famly Bible
—all that sort of thing. We all felt lik: he did then. But
things have chamged a good deal sipee.”

AN said the veiled freak, *tell me=—1 love fanndy storvies
—what has the gt done to change things **

*Oh, she hasn’t done anything, but we know o bt miore
about the stepmother than we did, aad we can qite under-
stand o highespinted gl dike Fanny ounnng away and
sening hiev own liveng, Old Bowdieh himsell, | think, is
disenchanted with his wite, and wonld like to make it up with
Fanny and forgive her, hut he's acprowd old chag, sond be's not
likely to make the first advances.”

“And yvow™ said William, 1 suppose you'd tarn your
back on Fanny and cut hey dead salh #+

*Not P said Tom Mitehan,
going atound to Barnwm’s one atternoon and asking for her.
I want to see ol D oean't beimg her and her father together

again.

Fact is, 'm thiking of
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. .

Then Willizun eaplained.  He had obtained o position in
one of the departments at Baonum's, He had met Miss Delroy
on several oceasions, and fallen in love with her. She had
returned his adieetion and told him her seevet. Theu he knew
that it was her cousin who had recently married into his
Gomily.

When Christmas Day came, sud William, it he wished to
keep his promise to his motlier, had to go to his brother's to
dinner and take his wife, they discussed the situation,

Fanny believed that Tom Miteham, Jike all the vest of her
tunily, was eminttered agamst her, Her presence would eause
mpleasantoess if be was there, and of conrse he would e, Tt
would spoil the dinner-party, and a Christmas dinner must
not be spoilt by ity quarrels.

Williaun declared he would not go without her, and at the
sane time he was not anxious to be the first to break the
Gunily compact.

Suddenly Fanny clapped her hands, <Ol Will, Fee aniden!
The treaks go out covered up so that nobody can see them.
Let e go as afreak; it will he such fun.”

At tirst William objected, but gradually he yielded to his
wile's whim. At any rates it was aoway out of the difliculty.

Typical Canadian Scenes - Hay Harvest on a Manitoba Farm,

“You nced not go to Barnum's,” excliimed the Freak,
hftinge the heavy veil, and tinging it back over her head.

There was aery of astonishment from the entire company,
The tace that they saw had not aomark or a sear onst. [t was
the face of a handsome English girl, The mouth was wreathed
in smiles, the dark eyes sparkled with fun,

*Good gracious,” exclaimed Tom Mitchim, as soon as he
coutd find his voice.  **Not go to Barnom's?  You don’t mean
to say yon are—"" .

“Yes, [ am, Miss Jennie hclm‘\'—-uucc Sanny Bowditeh, now
Fanny Armytage, A merry Christinas to-vou, consin,”

Shie raised her glass of ciunpagneto her lips and nodded o
Tom Mitcham across the table. .

* My dear youny lady,” exeltimed John Armytage, getting
up and going to Fanny, and wking her hand in his. My
dear Willizun, 1 congratuliate vou.” .

* My dear sister-tnsdaw ! said Mes, Armytage, getting up
and Kissing Barnum’s freak tenderly upon the hrow.  And all
the other relatives puered theircongratulations across the table,

T Y

And that is how William, the terror of the family, wound up
by presenting them, on Christmas Day, with one of Barnum's
freaks as their new sister-in-laaw,

- - L 2 - *

The cloth was cleared, the dessert placed on the table, The
servants had gone, and My, John Armytage rose, glass in
hand, to give the one toast of the evening: A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.”™ Bug, on this
oceasion, he lengthened this usual speech by o few words.
They were these: “And a hearty weleome to Mr. Tom
Mitcham, our sister Jenny's hushand, and to Lord Bowditeh's
dagehiter, our brother William's charming wife.”

Everybody drank the toast, and William, at a signal from
Tom Mitchaw, ackuowledged it first.

“On my wife's hehalf I thauk you, my dear relatives,” he
said, *and | hope you will all conte and sce her to-morrow at
Barnum’s show. T am sure it is a great reliet to you to know
that you won't have to look for lier antong the freaks.”
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T was Christias eve in Macleadl. The sun was <hiniog
brightly and the warm chmook wind was vapidly melting
away the snow N\ gcgular olddimers” Christmas,” the
senior stafl sergeant said, as he looked ont of the window of
the sergeant’s wess. The North West Mounted Police in the
post were having a lively time proparmg for the morrow;
Ligquor was plenty and duties fow, and inspection of kit worried
no man's soul just then. It was luaeh time in the wiess and
the N.C.O's were enjoymg themselves heartily, Several of the
sergeants on detachment were in tor Christmas, and the chair
man looked around upon twenty as fine specimens of the
British ~aldier as were to be met with in that vear of grace,
188~ or, for that matter, now. Thase old foes, Miller and
Pepper, wete omee mote at it Flns tme, however, Nller had
the apper hand. Neither e nor the mess had forgotten the
prompt manner i w luch Pepper had raised his hands and sur.
tendered his revolver carlier 1a the year at Miller's request,
and cousequentiy Pepper was almost silent, his usual flow of
bludgeon, wit and cléphantine badinage having eseaped him,
Presently, however, the conversation turned on the murder of
Hexburn, a constable, by a Blaod Indian rejoicing in the
peaceful name of Moonchild,

*No news about the Indian yet Taappose 2 said Wright.
“Hon’t suppose we wall hear of him until the spring =

= Now, you bet,” replied Hewson, = Meo Indizg is ving low
w somie comfortable tepee, and not very far off cither 1 should
<y

Just here the comversation was broken into by the appear-
ance of an orderly in the door

“Sergeant Miller to report to the Major 1n the orderly
room, please,” he said.

** Na rest for the wicked,” remarked Midler as he rose from
the table, casting a regretful glance at the warm roomand
the numerous hottles flanking the plates

In a few minutes he returned, not in the very hest of
tempers, (o judge hy his face

“Hare's o preuy gol he exelidmed  The O C has got
news that Movnchild s camped just across Drounding Ford
on the Kootenay, and I've ot to take a party and fetch the
beggar m. Got to make anight trip of it too.™

* How™s that *” inguired the rest.

“\Well, the Major says that there are a lot of young hucks
around his tepee and that T must avoid trouble by coming on
the caump just at dawn, hefore the outfit get waked up. That
means a long ride to-night**

“Sorry for you my boy.” remarked Pepper. ** Never wind,
be not weary in well-doing, you know, I'll remember you in
wmy prayers.” :

*Orin your cups, which wonld be more like it, T expect ®
retorted Miller.

*Well, anyhow, old man 1 hope that you will be able to
give Mro Moonchild his little Christmas box of a pair of
wristlets.  When do you start *”

“About 5 o'clock. The trail is pretty good, and with this
warm weather it won't be much of a job getting there,”
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Present

“1I'd advise you to take your buftplo coats along all the
sane. You never know what this sort of a day is going to
turn out.” snid the sergeant-major.

“No, Ldon't think I will. They will be in the way if any
trouble comes along, and would only interfere with a fellow's
movements,” Miller replied. **Let's have some more purge
now,” and once more the siess sat around the table, enjoying
their pipes and their “purge (the irreverent name given the
beer supplied in the canteend,

- - - - L 3

L was growing dusk that eveming when Miller and his men
rode out of the post. He hiad six constables with him, all
rather tonking on the trip as a nuisance, that was all. None
of them took any account of the probable danger in it. That
never bothered them for an instant.  They despised the Indians
with a thorough contempt and each man considered himself
cqual to rounding up the whole Blood Nation and running it
in to the post if necessary.  Still, it was a beastly bore to have
to leave the post on Christinas Eve on such an ervand, and all
they hoped was that they would be back in time for dinner on
the morrow. 1t was slow work riding; the chinook wind had
melted the snow quite o bit, and in some places the ground
was bare and even muddy.  Then, too, they did not wish to
untke too good titme, as they would have to camp out all night
in any event.

As the cvening passed, however, the weather, with
that happy faculty of sudden change for which the Northwest
climate is noted, gave the party a free and unasked-for exhibi-
tion of the great falling feat.  From 40 above to zero was for
it, as those who have lived in Alberta well know, as easy “as
falling off alog.” The wind fell entirely and the cold settled
down evidently to stay, The party was in ordinary winter
clothing, (fur caps and mitts, tatigue clothes, with heavy
dutlle socks and cowskin mocensing), and luckily did not miss
their buflalo conts very much, though it was a case of
accasionally dismounting and running along to keep comfor-
tably warm.

It was fairly Iate and pitch dark when the Kootenay river
wis reached. It could be heard roaring in the distance. The
chinouk of the last week or o had evidently broken up the iee,
awd Miller was afraid that the crossing would be diflicult, if
not impossible, in the dark, On reaching the river edge, he
found that the ice was covered with water, running with quite
a current, and he could not see whether the centre of the river
was open or not. To venture across in the black night, unable
to see a yard ahead,or to tell where the river was running was
tou risky.  Onee @ horse and man got into that fieree torrent,
God help them, carried swiftly down between two walls of
ice—it momentary struggle, then sucked under the ice where it
still remained solid; a despairing grasp at its cruel and
slippery edges, afew awful moments and then a lifeless mass
slowly swept down streaam, to be lodged on some sand bar
and await the spring. helore the eye of man should rest on
what onee was a gallaut rider and his steed.

Miller halted his men among the cottonwoods which
fringed the river banks and the party dismounted, tying their
horses 1o the trees. A short consultation was held as to the
hest method of discovering whether or not the river was
indeed open in the middle,  Finally Miller took a long tepee
pole, over which he happened to stumble, and waded out knee
deep into the ice cold water, sounding in front of him, as he
went, with the pole. It was desperately cold, and the current
wits fairly strong,  The water rose over his koces and he was
forced to return to the hank in 2 few minutes without having
been able to get far enough out to find the opening. One of
the men then volunteered to try, but he got no farther out
than Miller,

*Well boys,” said Miller, *1 guess there is only one thing to
do, and that is camp here for the night, make the crossing in
the carly dawn and trust to Juck to get our man quictly.
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Hunt around for some dry sticks and we will try and get a five
on, [ am freezing.”

It was indeed aold, saind Miller's trousers were stiffening as
were his socks and moceasins. A smaldl fire was soon got
going and around this the men crowded.  They had, of course,
no axe with them, and were unable to procure any but the
smallest kind of branches for hurning.  Miller and Johuson,
who had heen in the water, quickly stripped off their wet
garments and sat close (o the fire endeavoring to get warm
and to dry their clothes, A lask, which one of the men some-
how discovered was in his wallet, strictly against orders,
helped to put a little tite into the party, but it was a most
miserable night. There was no sleep for anyone, it was too
cold for that, the fire hardly kept them warm, and “sentry go®
was the order of the night. At ast dawn came, and before
sun-up Miller had his men wiounted and on their way.,  They
were hungry; not a biscuit was to be found among them, bt
they did not give o thought to that ; the business they were on
wounld not take very long now and they could hald out
till evening anywav.  Christmas  greetings were jokingly
exchanged by the men and many remarks made as to
Moonchild’s Christmas box which Miller carvied in his pocket.

On riding to the vivers's edge, Miller discovered that the
witter was rinning clear in the middle, there being a gap of
abont fifteen feet in the dce, and that it would be impossible to
cross the lood there.  In fact, it was an extremely fortunate
thing that he had not chanced it the night before and
attempted to cross. Had be done so there was dittle doubt
but that the whole party would have been swept down and
drowned.  Accordingly, Miller led his men some two miles
down the river hefore they could choose a place where the ice
was sufliciently solid to c¢ross.  Once over, they put their
horses to the gadlop and made short work of the five miles
between the river and the spot in which Moonchild was
camped.

As Miller came upon the camp he noticed that there were in
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all about twelve tepees, one standing a little away from the
rest, almost cut off from them by @ belt of brush, Frem the
top of this one a slight column of smoke wax rising, and he
had ittle doubt that this was Moouchild's abode,  Making ¢
slight detour, he passed hehind the other lodges and cume on
the hack of the isolated tepee. Suddenty a dog began to bavk:
then another and another, till the whole canine population of
the little village was avoused.  Heads were put out of the
tepees and it was evident that the camp was awake,  Jastily
Miller posted his men around the tepee, giving them strict
instruetions not to fire on any acco.nt, unless they should
hear shots in the tepee, into which he would go aloue,
Loosening his six.shooter in its seabbard, and giving his horse
to johnson, Miller walked to the tlap of the tepee and stooping
down, boldly entered,

He bhad vot been mistaken, it was Moonchild’s lodgze.
There, seated around asmall fire of dry wood were Maoonchild
and three other Bloods,  Moonchild, who was sitting cross.
lezred on the ground, nitehie fashion, bad his Winchester rifle
in his hands, pointed diveetly at Miller. He cocked it, and his
little eves glittered venomonsly,  Miller, owever, taok no
notice whatever of him. e shook hands with the other
hidians, whom he happened to know, and sat down at the
other side of the fire, coolly taking out his pipe and lighting it.
Then he began to talk, of the Great White Mother, of the
butlido which were goue, of all subjects dear to an fadian's
heart, Miller was an adept in the Blood tongue: he could
speak it like a native. Al the time he was watching Moon.
child from the corners of his eyes, though apparemly paying
no attention to him,

“Does the red-coat know when more rations will come?"
sail one of the Indians,

* Yes, my brother,” veplicd Miller. ** The big men atOttawa
look after their red brethren. They will send heaps food up.
Wagons coming now trom Winnipeg,  Buacon, flour tohacco.™

“Goad,” grunted the noble red ian, *“wreat Indinn well.”

Typical Canadian’ Scenes — Qrain Elevators at Fort Willlam, on Lake Superior.
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*Yes, trent vl well More oo vext fall, before snow
tlies, heap  presents come for Indiaus trom Great White
Mother.  Red coats, medals, looking. glasses.”

Heve Moonehild 2ot interested in the conversmion and et
his rifle slip from his ands on o bis lap. In an instant,
Miller sprang across the five and landed squarely on the
astonished Indian. Moonehild steuggded fiereely, ealling on
his fiiends to aid b Por oo moment, they were undecided ;
then the burly formt of Constable Leeson appeared in the tepee
donr, and the muzzle of asixeshooter convineed them that they
had better remain seated. Moonehild suceceded in releasing
one hand from Miler's grip, aud dresw his knife, making a
vicious stab, Fortunately, he aimed low, and the point was
canght in Miller's eavtvidge belt. Then Miller drew  his
revolver, and, striking the man on the head with the butt,
stuuned bim, and quickly fastencd his hands behind his back
with the handentis. Lifting the senseless man easily, he took
him out of the tepee and earried him to where the mien were
with the horses.

On zetting outside of the tepee, however, Miller found the
space arommd was illed  with shouting, howling Indians.
Evidently, there had heen o larger caump hard by, and word
b been semt of his coming. Some 200 Bloods were present,
shouting insults and thraas at the police. One stepped up to
Miller as he was eareving Moonchild towanrds the horses and
presented aritle tal)in his face. Miller never flinched—the man
altered his aim and fived  the air so close to Miller’s iead
that his head rung with the report.
his feet
the tromt,

The police drew their revolvers and took a step to

* For God's sabie don’t e, men,” ened Miller, **we'll wake
this begaar in all vight: dow’t fise, iU°s no nse. anyway.
[hesth your revolvers.”™

The Indinus pwessed mond morve thireatemngly than ever,
One buck walked up and spat in Leesan's tace.

* Begob, an ' be stven wid ye for that, me bucko,™ mut-
tered Leeson bt hie did a0t use pistol or fist on the man-
discipline was strong, and he kaew that the lives of the party

depended on appearing carcless and indiflerent to the miob of

sivvhges that sarrounded them. With the assistance of 2 con-
stable, Miller threw Maoanchild on the led havse whicl they
had brought with them, and hastily ticd his feet under its
belly, then gave the onder to mownt The Bloods took up the
grotnd between the police and the open prairic: some were
endeavoring to stampede the horses by firing hetween their
legs: one or two of the ringleaders were haranguing their
fellows un o the attek.

“Guess we'll have to herd him ont of this, boys,™ said
Miller, ““place him in the middle. Johnxon grab hold of his
leasd vogwe. Now, ready, trat, gallop, charge! ™

The tittle pany broke into i trot and then put their horses
st the tull gallap, straight for the yelling wmob of Bloods whoe
awaited the anset. **No shootiug, men,” cricd Miller, and for a
mottent things looked black.  Then the shock came, the
Indizns wavered and gave way, some of their number being
trampled down by the police, sunonyg them being the gentle-
man who had saluted Leeson, “Shpit at me, will ye, ye red
divit 27 shouted the kutter as he canght the Blood under the
chin with the point of his toc. **How's that, e bhoy 27

In s few moments the police were through and on their
wiay hame. Notan Indian dared to fire on or follow them,
Maouchild made a sulky companion, preserving o stolid
silence, well knowing that he was going to meet his just fate.
Miller and the men were happy and looked forward cagerly to
a large dinner, harreds of “purge™ aad pechaps, it hcili'g
Christmnas, a supply of *Old Joe.™

The harracks were reached hefore dinner and a1l the past

Aunother fired in tront of
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turned out to meet the prisoner and his escort. After deliver-
ing up the prisoner to the jail ovderly, who swore vigorously,
to himself, at being interfered with, mid heing complimented
by the O. C. on the way in which he had effected the arrest,
Miller statked off to the sergeant’s mess where e was received
with great effusion.  Of the remainder of that wmemorable day
he has but a slight recollection, as, indeed, have few of those
wlho were there, but, when the temperance editor of the local
paper wis discovered at reveille vainly endeavoring to climb
the flagstafl in the square, under the impression that it was
the stair case of the hotel, little remains to be said.

Shortly afterwards, Moouehild was tried and sufiered the
penalty of his crime, Miler having before that day reecived
the right to don an extra chevron for the ablemanner in which
e had presented that worthy with his Christmas present.

A CHRISTMAS MEMORY.

By LsthLLE Howrstenr WHsoN.

\G;\l.\' a child, a1 happy child,
} 1 hear the argan’s deep vibrations.,
The Christmas Carols bring onee more

The strange old-time sensations!
A dreamy child, 1 stand again

And hear my sweet-voiced mother singing
< Glory to God on high'* That voice
Still inany beart is ringimg,

Through richiy-blazoned dismond panes

The sunlight falls in colors splendid :
Outside, the sparrows® chirping call

Is with the musie blended:
And stild in memory, 1see

The ald stone church where T was christened,
And hiear that voice, more deae to ne

Than aught to which I've listened !

Above, the evergroens are wreathed,
They drape the arches and the altar,
The white-robed priest, voith silvery haie,
Speaks on in tones that falter.
And still 1 see her slender form,
Hear her pure notes with fervor thrilling:
* Come all ye faithful,” pleads that veice
The church with music filling !

11 we had known, as thus we stood,
What the veiled future then was bringing—
How had we howed our heads and wept,
Sobbing—instead of singing !
Al had 1 dveamied i Christias Day
Waould find her voiceless, patient, dyig,
And Iwho loved her, far away
In hopeless sorrow erying !

With onc glad crash of joxful sound,

The silence comes—still musicfreighted ;

And It up my drenaming eyes,

My hieart with hope clated.

Somewhere she waits, so fair and young,
(With exes of love and heart of yearning)
A whitce-haired woman's faltering steps

Toward Home and Mother turning,
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E igure Skating
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By Grorcr 1L Mrwgies,

Champron fancy shater of the warkd

Weritten for ** Montreal Late 1N vichts veserved

FPHE Lady of the Snows will somn onee more spread her

virgin mautle over old Montreal, and tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,
the merry sleigch-bells tell that fack Frost has come to pay us
another long andcheery visit. Summer frolies will beforgotten,
and now society will live on ice. Skating in Canada is the
sport par excellanee: ahways has been, and always will be;
as there is no pastime in which ladies may so gracefully join,
aud whase pleasures are participated in to such an extent by
all classes of society, 1t is fuscination itself, The fair oues
cjust love it Apart from its intoxicating joys, 1 may safely
say there is 1o pastime so beneficial to tie human body, or
more capable of strengthening it. There certa’ Jy is nothing
in gymmastics that displays cqual clegance, amd excites such
exquisite pleasure in the mind of the performer, and 1 would
certatnly recommend it as the most efficacious remedy to the
wisanthrope and hypochondrine.  What sublime joy, even to
the beholder, to follow the figure's graceful flight through
mazes of artistic evolutions: to eateh with puzzled eyve the
intricacies of ever-varying gyrations. When man can note
cach motion in the maltiform guick acts of limber fish, of
nimble birds, the writhings of serpents, the surgings of the sea,
and mark the every movement of & whirlwind, then may he
realize the infinite variety of twists, vines, and whirls that may
e accomplished on the ghittering blades. What complete
luxury to the performer, also, is this fascinating pastime; the
rapid motion, the graceful semicircles of the serpentine: the
winding in and out of the Iabyrinth; the grand sweeps of the
spreadeeagle s the graceful evolutions necessary for the accom.
plishment of the pironctte: the perfeet circle of the cight, and
the birddike motions of the cdges, vines, ete, in which one
seems Lo move by the mere impulse of volition—all of these, to
the skater, are incomparably more delightful than the most
beantiful dance to the sweetest music.  How bright the scene
when aomyriad of praceful figures, all in dainty costumes, gaily
gliding to the accompaniment of ringing [aughter and werry
jest—now in, now out—weave their many beantitul designs
over the fast-frozen waters,

Like Janguage, music, painting, and many other accom.
plishments, skating ought to be learned in youth, To children,
there os nothing formidable about it: the motion, once learned,
is almost as easy as walking, hut, at fiest, there are some
difficultics to overcame.  The young beginner fels terribly
nervous when he finds himself on the ice in a perpendicutar
positian, his feet slipping and sliding from under bim in every
direction, except that in which he wishies them to go; but, as
hie hax not far to fall, nor anuch dignity to Jose, he serapes
along until, finally, e masters his edges, and is soon scen
darting hitlier aud thither averthe glassy surface as the sewly.
arrived swallow flits aver the meadows.

To the beginner, T would say, first, Iast and always, do not
wear inferior skates, as good ones arc inexpeusive articles, and
add considerably to the skater’s comfort,  Dispense with
straps if possible, a3 they bind the foot and thereby prevent
proper circulation of the blood. A strong leather liced boot.
fitting snugly at all parts of the font, is a desideratum.

‘There is v gracelul proportion of the parts of the butdy, as
cxsential to perfoct harmony in movement, as it is essential to
harmony in repose.  In an individual gifted with such propor-
tions, grace is instinctive, intuitive.  Gallini says that " the
simplicity of uature is the great fountain of all geaces, from
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which they flow spontancousty, when tinchecked by atfectation,
which at once poixons and drys< them up.”  Grace may be seen
in a natural air, an unassumed casiness of motion, clasticity,
and lightuess of step, harmony of movement, softness,
pliability and cegance in the disposition of the limbs~an®
insensible melting of one movement into another.  To women,
espeeiilly, griee is even more essential than to men. Finer in
their construction than men, they are guicker in pereeption,
mnre apen to clear impressions. Their seasibility heing more
Hively, they are naturally gquicker in adjusting their motions to
their thoughts, Where we find such sensibility, we find that
wonderful inhorn fascination—grace.  To those of the fair sex
so gifted, it is only necessary to give the proper position of the
bhody and limbs while skating, and they quickly pick up the
rost.

1 hiave no hesitaney in sayimg that the Dominion of Canada
has supplied more experts of the steels, both in speed and
figurc.awork, than any country in the warld, but regret to add
that, within the last few years, really very few good fancy
skaters have come to the front. There seems to lave Icen
fack of interest in thix fmportant branch of the sport, as s
casily demonstrated by the slim number of competitors who
enter for the American and Canadian championships,

There will, no doubt, he a revival of at least combined
skating this scason.  Combined or hand-inhand skating con.
sists in the exceution of single movemests by two or more
persons, [t is cortainly the most fascinating of all stykes,
though in acquiring proficiency much time aud practice e
vequired.  Still, the result, when it ix attained, well repays the
labor.  *“Combined skating,” it may be remarked, is at the
present increasingg in popularity.  Nearly all the movenents
that can be performed singly can also be performedin combina-
tion, though of this fact comparatively fow skaters scom to
be aware.  Henee it is that the more difficult figures arc
scldom attempted in combination.  The popular and gencrally
accepted method of ** combined fkating™ is to execute “rocking
turns,” *“brackets,” and a small sclection of figures of ** three”’
and of “cight.””  Waltzes and quadrilles, though commmonly to
he scent in Canada, where they are performed accompanied by
wusic, and in time therewith, are hut seldom scen elsewhere,
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particntardy the quadsilles. But to perform dances on skates
proper]y requires considerahle Geenilineite with all the various
simple movements, aned, i in addition 1o this, a0 power to skate
both stmple and elaborate crosscents be added, much greater
beauty is obitined in the pevtormance.  Diflicult—far more
ditficult—such additions undoubtedly render the figures of the
quandritle, but the resnlt is more than commensurate with the
tiae and kthor expended.  No less a0 personape than Her
Excellency the Countess of Mino, is an adept at this tascin.
atinge form of skating, and is perhaps the most graceful lady
shater in the world, 1 have seen practically all the best lady
skaters, and believe her to be peerless. Fashion certainly will
live an skiates wherever Her Exeelleney goes, and her
wonderful ability in excenting the English vocking and hracket
turas creates much enthusiasm amongst the faiver ones, as o
wiore detihtil sensation coutd seareely be imagined than
pliding swiftly over the ice eaccuting at will large rockers
(not inappropriztely terned by somcone “wreckers™) changing
from forward to backward and viceversia. These wove-
ments are little kanown in Canada, and, as far as Leanaseeriain,
first oviginated in England.  Many Iadies, and even children,
may be seen skating them, but it varely happens that the
srockers™ are skated perfeetly ax they appear very simple, but
arc extramely difficult to master To the spectator they appezr
to skate the turns correetdy, bt when the lues are exaumined
carefully upon the ice, it s found that the chiges of cde
made were not those of the gengine 1ocker  For example, in
eacenting the vacker proper, the skater starts on the vight
foot, forward outside cdge, and after completing a0 long
stroke in this position, by 1 quick turn of the whole hody and
aovery sharn twist of the right foot, the heel of the foot now
leads, and the skater sails along oo the vutside edge backward
of the right: but the enrve on the e is now turaed to the left,
and the skater thevefore goes to the left wmstead of to the vight.
Fhe right was the direction in wineh hie was travehng whilse
i the fiest position.

This change constitutes the rocker

~ ~ /
N \/
J/

THE ROCHKER

Beginping the movement on the left foot, the skater
mwmedizntely upeon making the change tinishes the backwagd
stroke by gliditgg avonud ant the otitade edge backward, but
the direcetion of the right 1o the rockers we have the followay
changes:

1 —utstde torward tee outside hackward.
2 —0Outsule hackward to outside forward
Se=Inside forward o sside hackward.
Fo=luside hackwannd tonside forwied.

The above diagram shows correet and ncorreet rocking
turns.  The majorny of heginners, instead of holding the out-
side edpze keenly, after cmapleting the turn, come sweidentally
upon the inside edge, s shown in the diagram of the incorrect
racker.  Every caive should be taken to prevent the skate from
takinge the tnside edyee.

Same other figares which are certzan to hecome mare sad

mure popular amongst those who s to he faney skaters e
S pigs ears,” the anchom crosseent, ” the doulde-hesled Canae
dizm “cross.ont,’” and the Swedish “crosseut.” 1 shall try to
deverilie these in such zoway, thate with the and of the accom.
panying disgreans, they may easily be learaed,

s Bars.—The nane of this change of edige is certainly
ol beantiful, nether is the figure, but there is a0 certagn
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satisfuction for a skater in eing capable of excenting the
wmoventent, seeing it is fashionable ! Begin on the outside
cdge with the right foot forward, :ind, after completing
a goodesized civele (radins of about four feet), wind inwards
spirally,  Then sudidenly change to right outside edge back.

Oa hoen’s Crozrcut
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ward, ind immediately again to right inside hackward, finish.
ing on this stroke. This figure may be skated on cither edgee
forward or hackward.

Ox-lory Cross.Crr.—Begin as if to excente the Canadian
cross.cut, but, instend of crossing the outside edge ine at the
top, simply change the cdge from outside forward to inside
backward, outside backward to inside hackward, and finally
to outside forward, finishing the figure.

Dovniileanin Canantan CrosiCrr—=These figures in
which there is o change of edge whatever are remarkable
for their difficulty.  Pew skaters exeel in them. They are
supposed to have ariginated in Cammda about the year 1870,
To eacente the doubleheaded cross.cut, start on an outside
cdgge curve, say, of the dght oot The curve, if completed,
would lztve i radins of about twafeet. When the semicivele
1> completed. and, naturally, the skater would continue com-
pletang the drele, the right foat is deawn very sharply back-
wards i a0 perfectly straight line of aliont four inches, the
skater then contmung torward on the outside cdge and
crossing the lines in two places, as showa in diagiam,. The
hadanee foot swings hackward with much foree as the skater
draws hackward; and forward as the skater draws forward,
To finish this ditlicah fizure, the foot is deawn back again ina
streaight line which closes the hottom as well as the top of
sross.cmt.

Swepisi CRoss-Cer.—=This crosseat, although  quite as
datficult as our Cinndizncrass.eut (someties called **anvil™),
i not se pretty, but is much thought of hy the Stockbolin
and Vienna clubs. The difference between this and the
Canadian cross.cut s that, inexceeuting the atter, the skater
makes o complete revolution, whereas, in the “Swedish ™
wmovement, the skater continually woves in the direction in
which the fizure was started, the former line beingg crossed
bt once, whereas, in the Camadian, it is shown that it is
crussed twice,

[t seems a pity that Canadians have, within the last few
yeurs, lost almost entire interest i figureskating, and are
allowing our cousins scrass the horder and the people of the
Continent gradually to creep ahead of us—an American win-
uing last year's championship of America. Owing to artificial
ice rinks, many eapert skaters are now to be et with, women
as well as men, in all parts of the glohe, and, 1 fear, uuless we
Canadizms strive to uphiold our good name for this branch of
the spart, it will soon be forgotten that Canada at one time
lel the workl in fancy und figure.skating. So keen are the
plessures to be derived from even tolerable proficiency in this
art, and so numerous its benefits, that one saturally wonders
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that so few avail themselves of its many opportunities.
Compared with this pre-eminent!  mooth and graceful pas.
time, the stifftess and ferkiness of v.e mueh ollowed Terpsi-
chorean art jars on one's seusibilities. It was not without
reason, thercfore, that someone, gifted with o tealy diserini
uating eye, should have found adequate expression for his
appreciation of the pracetul quadities of skating in the well
known phrase (often applicd to dancing, but first applied to
skating), ““the poctry of motion.”
Grorar 1 Meacuik.

Mr. George Ho Meagher, the writer of this article, iy a
Canadian.  He possesses gold medals presented by: Princess
Louise, The Marquess of Dullerin and Ava, The Earl of Derby,
(2): Rideau Skating Club, Ottawa; Kingston, Quehiee, md
Broaklyn Skating Clubs: Prospeet Park Conmmissioners,
Brooklyu; St. Nicholas Skating Club, New York; Sonth
Orange Field Club, New York; Vienna Skating Club, Buda.
pest and Munich Skating Clubs; Paiais de Glace, faris,
France: Vesinet Club, Paris, Frimee: Countess of Turenne;
National Skating P:dace, London, England, and Davos-Platz
Club, Switzerland.

Last winter he was specially engaged to skate with Her
Excelleney the Countess of Minto, in Ottzowa, Mr. Mengher
has teaveled through all the countries of Europe, and every-
where his performances on the ice have clicited unhounded
admiration.  Heis about to bring out a book on skating. the
introduction to which has been written by the Barl of Derhy.

We are tolld that in the case of ane celebrity, at least, the
world will have to wait for a biogreaphy. Sir Henry Irving
has decided that not unti! 10 years after his death shall his
papers e made available for lterary purposes,

THE LUTTLE CHILD.

ALUERT BIGELOW FAINE.

A SIMPLENBEARTED child was e,
IV And he was nothing more:
In summer days, like you and me,
He played about the door,
Or gathered, where the tinther toiled,
The shavings from the floor,

Sametimes He lay upon the grass,
The same as youand 1

Andd sawe the hawks above Him pass
Like specks against the skv;

Or, clinging to the gate He watched
The steanger passing by,

A sitple child, and yet, | think,
The bird-folk must have known,

The sparrow and the bobolink,
And claimed Him for their own,

Aud gathered round Him fearlessly
When He was all alone, ‘

The lark, the linnet, and the dove,
The chatline and the wren,

They must have knoswn His watehful love
And given their worship then

They must have known and glorified
The child whao died for men,

And when the sun at break of day
Crept in upon Hix hair,

1 think it must have left a ray
Of unseen glory there,

A kis< of love on that little brow
For the thoras that it must wear.

Typical Canadian Scencs — Mining at Ncivsen. Uritish Columbia.
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Women Workers of Canada
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’l‘lll‘: National Councit of Women of Canasli is now  six

years old, hut there are still agreat many Canndians who
have not even hieatd of its existenee, and a great many more
wha not only have not the slightest iden what it is, hut believe
it to be s great many things that it i wot. 1t s one of the
present wistor-
times of wonien
that this work
seldom isunder-
stood, and this

seems to have
heen  puartien-
larlv  the case

with the Wom
an’s Council.
s orpaniza
tion eaused the

ramors to he
st afloat. The
quriet and otten
timid and retir
ing women,who
supposed that
in it they had
found o
of heing of some
slight service to their conutry, weve suppos.d o he aiming
at the subversion o sogicty,

LADY TAYLOR, means

Their scheme was asserted to
be merely o cover tora Cwoman's rights ™ awtation.

This, and much more, was said, and, in spite of six years of

ugettil work and puaticnt eaplanation amd the vepeated asser
tion that it is not woeman's rights but woman's duaties that
thy Council is ¢ meerned with, there are those who still regard
1t with e certain measme of ansiety, while
soiewhere in the depths of the public con
sciottsness there lurks the sotion that the
ladics are only bidinge their time, and, that
when they have suceceded i disarming
suspicion, they will show their true colors
and declare open war on evervtbing nas.
cubine. It s ignorance of this kind moe
than anything ohe that is a the roor of
all the lugubrious predictions which men
nade at the time of Lady Aberdeen’s
departure, and which are made even yet,
after it has stood entiredy on its own fea
tor s year and has anaged o grow and
work at the sawe time I people ander-
stoad whit the organization is they would
sve how unlikely it is that those wha hase
expericneed its henetits should ever allow
i1t o die, o
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and life, unhappily, is short. Therefore, & somewhat shorter
and less costly statement of the work and aims of the
Woman's Council may not be supertiuons,

To begin with then, the Conneil cannot properly be called
a new organization.  ftis o federation of existing organiza.
tions, and is designed to simplify machinery not to complicate
it. It is a natural ontgrowth of preexisting conditions, and,
something which, it would scem, wis bound to come, sooter
or later,

The object of this federation is to serve as a wedivm of
communication for the socicties composing it, and as a means
of prosccuting any work of common interest. It thus prevents
overlapping and promotes the effiviency of the aflilinted
bodies.  Itis organized in the interests of no one propaganda
and an athliated society saerifices nothing of its independence,
while gaining the support af all the women of the Dominion in
any matter in which all are intevested. The advantage o

this united ac. -
tionn i felt W T T T T

Many ways,
bat is most ob.
vious, perhaps,
inomatters e
quiring  legisla.
tive action.
Where any one
organization
might be pow.
erless, the vaice
of theorganized
womanhoml of
the Dominion
carries  great
weigit, particu.
Iirly, s it has
acquiredrepa.
tation for wis.
dam andaoder
ation in its
tegislative suggestions, #nad, as many of the Jeading politidans
have the honor to ke the husbands of Council leaders, and,
theretfore, tamiliar with and interested in the work.

The advantage to the countey of having a wholly disin-
werestad hody  concerniug itself with legishition s equally
cvident, and this alone would be suflicient reason for support-
ing the Woman'’s Conneil, though the Jadies do not cansider it
by any means the most important part of
thetr wark. They are siware that theworld
canmot be reformed by Act of Parliament,
and fully vaatze that they can do much
mare in other ways. Neither ave they of
tic opinion that they undorstand the needs
of the country better than the men who
represent them in the varions legislatures.
They only think that too much intellijgence
cannot be brought to bear on the pro-
blems of society, and, that after they have
made a special study of a subject, they
may be able to make useful supgestions
regarding it,

To answer the question, ** \What has the
Council done?” i€ not an casy matter:
for the wmost important part of its wark
is not of e tungible sort.  Its organization
marked 1 uew era in the history of the

LADY LAURIER:

Asa plain mntterof facy, there s nothing
in the Woman's Council to terrifv the
most conservative, and much to enlist
the sympathy and support of every patriotic Canadian,  Itis

only necessary o read the anmual reports to be convineed of

this, and many a seeptic has testified to hoing been converted
by them. The reports e volumnons wind expensive, however,

LADY THOMPSON.

women-workers of Canada, by providing
a channel into which hitherto waste ener-
gics could flow, and bringing to light o
great deal of unsuspected trlent—an often quoted example
heing afforded by Mrs. Drummond, of Montreal, whose
cloquence is now the admiration of the whole Council, hut
who had never spoken in public before it was organized,
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Again, the Council has enlarged the horizon and broadened
the minds of it members, by hringing workers in various lines
together, It has trained its members in business methods, in
which, itis to be feaved, they were aften deplorably deficient,
and it has taught them selforeliance. of which some of them
were also badly in need. It has brought together, and
united for common work, the most carnest women of all
creeds, classes, seetions and races in the Dominion. This is its
great achicvement, and that it is worth doing will seaveely be
denied by anyone who knows Canada. Public men in Church
and State have fully realized the importanee of this work, and
some of them saw from the beginning what a power the
Couneil would be in uniting these seattered Provinees with all
their jarring interests. The e Siv John Thompson, one of its
carliest friends, said, in this conncetion, that any movement
tending to unify the people of Canada would be patriotic in

its ain and divinely blest inits results. Archbishop Walsh. of

Taronto, consi-
derved the work
a0 providential
one, and Sir
Willrid  Laurier
says that as
its objeet is bet.
ter understoaod,
it will be more
andmoreappre-
cinted by the
whole people
throughout
Canada.”  An.
other  kind of
union aimed at
by the Council
is union of eflfort
between men
and women,
and, in view of
the fears that have been entertained lest it should sow
dissension hetween the sexes, this is worth emphasizing.
Men have been associated with the work from the beginning,
as patrons and legal advisors: they always constitute the
majority of the speakers at the public meeting held in conaee-
tion with cach annual gathering: and they have showa their
confidence in the organization in the mast conclusive way
possible, namely, by asking its cooperation in seenring various
reforms, atrons are allowed to he
present at council meetings, and Lord
Aberdeen frequently availed  himself of
this privilege.  Among the patrons at
present are the Earl of Aberdeen, Lornd
Strathcona and  Mount  Rayal,  Sir
Willim Van Horne, Sir Willizun Mae-
donald, and Scnators Dreunsnaond, Cox
and Mackeen,

As fur the practical work of the
Council, that is a tritle compared with
its indirect influence, and it should
always e remembered that it does not
aim at direet practical work, its ohject
Ining rather to direct, investigate and
stimulate.  Nevertheless, its  practicad
works have been so many that a mere
ennmeration of them would be tedious.
They have heen along such lines as the
introduction of manual training into
the schools, the organization of cooking
schools, the appointment of women on school boards and as
factory inspectors, the checking of the circulation of impure
literature and the promotion of labits of good and systematic
readingz, and the improvement of philantliropic methods,

It may be imagined that these things are mere **deeds on

~ 1

i

LADY EDUAR.

MRS. J. HOODLESS.
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paper™ or that they would have come about anyway; hut
such is not the case,  Regarding the manual training legisla-
tion in Omario, for fnstance, the present Premier, then
Minister of Education, Hon, GV, Ross, sitys that it is entirely
the result of the Council's efforts, At the time the ladics
began to interest themselves in the subject a strong opposition
to manual training existed in Ontavio.  Against this prejudice
certain individual members of the Toronto School Board and
other broad-minded men had Jong stroggled in vain, and,
when adelegation from the Woman's Council waited on Mr.
Ross in regard to the matter, hie thought, as he afterwards
confessed, that it was no use teving to do anything, Never-
theless, at the succceding annual meeting of the Council, Mr.
Ross informed the ladies that what their committee had asked
for was now on the statute hooks of the Provinee, and so
convineed was hie that it was all their doing that he begged
their assistance in seeuring other very important reforms.

The most im.-
portant work
undertaken by
the Council this
year has heen
the prepara-
tion, at the re-
quest of the
Government, of
a handbook on
Canadian - wo-
men for free dis.
tribution at the
Paris Exposi.
tion, amd, per.
haps, the most
interesting plan
decided upon at
the recent con-
vention wasoue
tor assisting the
Doukhobor women.  The Montreal Local Council has had
so much work to do during the year that it bas had to abolish
the office of president awd substitute a presidental commission
in its stead, as the president’s dutiss were more than one
worzn could discharge.  This commission cousists of Mers,
Drammond, Mrs. Cox, Mme. Thibaudean, Mrs, Bovey, Mes,
Learmont, Mrs, H, €. Scott, and Miss Reid.  The most
important work undertaken by the Council during this time
has heen the initintion of 2 movement
for the better care of pauper children in
the Provinee, and the preparation of a
hill to extend the provisions of the
Quehee Industrial Establishments Act to
mereantile establishments.

The National Couneil of Women of
Canada was organized in Toronto in
the Autumn of 1893, and the Countess
of Aberdeen s generally spoken of as
its founder.  She hersel€ disclaims that
honor, however. **The movement was
instituted by Canadian women,” she
says, “inspired by what they saw at
the Woman's Congress in Chicago, and
1 simply threw mysedf into their work
and helped in whatever way 1 could.”
Nevertheless, the Council probably owes
its existence, and certainly owes the
greater  part of its success, to the
Countess of Aberdeen. It must have
come anyway, in the course of time, but it might not have
come so soon under other circumstances,and its growth would
have been incomparably slower.  The difficultics of the under.
taking were immense, and it is scarcely conceivable that any
influence, short of that wiclded by Lady Aberdeen, with her

MISS TERESA WILSON.
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high sovial position, her swonderful quadities of head and heart
and her extensive experience in all kinds of woman’s wark,
would have sufliced to overcome them so largely as has
been done in the short spice of six years,

As to what the tuture of the Waman's Couneil will be, that
is 2 question that can only be answered by time, but there
seems o be every reason for predicting a greeat one tor it and
none whatever foy assuming that, in losing its first president,
it has received its death blow.  The work of the past year and
the recent convention have left no nore room for gloomy tore-
bodings.  Lady Aberdeen has not, and aever had, any tears for
the Comncil. 1 hanve not worked so Tong with the lenders of
themovement, shesays, “without kuowing better than that ™
Regarding the anmual meeting, she says, 1t was quite the
hest one we have ever had, amd they have always heen good. ™

The difficult task of organization has been practically com-
pleted, and @ great deal ol msapprehension hived down. The
tost praminent wien
and  women in the
country ire now lead.
ers and supporters of
the movement. Mast
of the officers have
heen assactated with
it from the beginning
and  are  thoroughly
fumdiay with, as well
as devoted 1o, the
waork. .\ eentral office
and burean ofinformz.
tion has heen opened
inOttawa, and a paid
sveretary engaged, the
additional expense
having been gunvan-
teed forthice years by
Lady Aberdeen and a
numhber of other
ladies, among whom ate Mrs, John Mebongall, NMes George
Drummond. and Mrs. Robert Reul ot Mantveal.

MRS, WILLOUGHBY CUMMINGS.

The new prestdent, Lady Tavlor, was nominated by the
excentive at Lady Aberdeen’s suggestion, and has alteady
inspived everyone withcontidence. She is the wife of Sir Thomas
Taxlor, formerly Chiel Justice of Manitoba, and her Western
hife. together with her present residence i Toronta, seem to
miake her just the ink that was winted between the Bast and
the West. As president of the Winnipeg Local Council, and in
other public enterprises, she has shown wondertul powers af
organization, and a fortanate faculty for attaching her fellow.
workers to herself, so that the Council teels that Lady
Aberdeen’s mantlecould searcely havetallen on better shoulders,

The lrdy who has been chosen for the paid seeretary’s
office, Miss Teresit Wilson, was formerly Lady Aberdeen’s
private seeretary, and, Inter, was sceretary of the Imernational
Council, and probably there is no one, unless it is Lady
Aberdeen herself, who knows more about Council work.  She
gave up her position in the International Council, and also
declined an appointment at the Court of Siam, in order 10
cattie to Canada

The present oflicers of the Council are: The Countess of
Aberdeen, advisory president; Lady Taylor, president ; Lady
Thompson, and Lady Launer, vice-presidents: Miss Wilson,
corresponding seeretary, Mrs, Willoughby Cununings, record-
ing seeretary, and Mrs, Hoodless, treasurer. The Provincind
vice-presidents are: Mume. Thibaudean, Quebee, Mrs, Boower,
Ontario; Lady Tillex, New Branswick: Mrs, R, L. Borden,
Nova Scotin: Mrs. Nicholas Flood Davin, Assiniboue; Mrs.
Lougheed, Alberta: Miss Perrin, British Columbia, and Mrs.
McEwen, Manitoba. .
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A Christmas Sketch
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By AL

Woawten tor " Montreal 1.ife™ Al vichts reserved.

l'l‘ wias Christmastide in Paris.

Sunshine on the white pavements of the Rue de Chevenix;
on the heads of the gaming, eagerly erying the morning papers;
on the flower girks, with their fragrant burdens of Christmas
voses. Sunshine peering in at the window of Amhrose Renton's
atelier, as he sits, brash in hand, adding a few finishing touches
to his latest bit of canvas,

Throwing himself back in his chair, Renton seanned, with
eves intended to be cool and critical, the work before him. The
picture was that of a woman, clad in drapery, whose clinging
lines threw ont cach curve of the well-turned hnbs; the face,
soft, piquant and inchined to the shorter oval, was slightly
turned, showing the noble setting of the head.

Would it be accepted by the Szlon?  This was the gquestion
that had weighod on Renton’s mind for many months past,
i it was this question that hauated him still,

Caming of good English stock, and with the advantages of
a liberal education, Ambrase Renton had thus far attained no
reat sueeess as an artist, though the erities frankly admitted
that his technigue was good, andg that hiswork showed strong
signs of promise.

Taking up his hat, he sauntered out into the air on this
winter morning, with the inherent love of an Englishman for a
tresh morning walk,  As hie passed down one of the prineipal
streets his eye was arrested by a hawdsowe eguipage, contain.
ing two ladies, one of whom recognized him with a swift sinile
and gractous inclination of the head. He had met Miss March.
banks, daughter of the Hon. Cecil Marvehbanks, and the
acknowledged belle of the Paris season at a recent social
function gven by a member of the BEaglish colony, and the
hatfhour they had spent together was redolent to him of very
pleasant memories.

e suddenly rementhered that he had an fevitation to
wusicale to be given that evening at the house of a famous
litteratenr, and he wondered vaguely if he should meet his fair
charmer there

That evening, after having made his toitet with somewhat
unusunl care, he left his rovmns tor the bouse of his entertainer.
A lavge muuber ol the guests had arvived before him; the
spacious raoms were filled with the devotees ol music and
literature, and the perfumed air was Iaden with harmonious
sound.  His eye wandered restlessly aunougst the fices of those
arotnd him, sceking for someone he did not see. Suddenly
there was a slight stiv amony those near him, and he saw that
Mrs. and Miss Marchbanks had entered the room.

All eyes were centred on her, as she shook hands with host
and hostess.  Her finedy moulded figure, superb in its rounded
outlines, was as full of strength and grace as that of a4 young
deer. Her gown of purest white, was of some soft material,
which fell to the ground in graceful folds; the curve of head and
neck would liave been dear to asculptor's soul. The face was
nat, however, so strong in perfect outline as in the changes of
expression, which chased each other like clouds upon a summer
sky

Miss Marchbanks was very soon surrounded by several

, admirers, who partially convealed her from Renton's guze.

Standing alittle apart, and quictly observant under his half.
closed lids, Renton wiaited an opportunity to claim the atten-
tion of his fair divinity. A little later he saw the wished for
chance, and scized it with his usual quict determination.

He was not a little gratificd by the look of pleased recopmi-
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*The Moon looks happs.”
It s his mght ont.

* No womder,

He s 1o be eclipaed.”™

tion that greeted him; and, as she glanced up at him from the
low seat where she sat, he was conscions of a fecling of
pleasure that made his pulses beat more swiftly than usuzd.

They exchanged the usual commonplaces during the pauses
in the music—commonplaces which to him, at least, were
strangely sweet. Then came an interlude of wmusie, mingled
with the perfume of the erimson roses that nestled in the dark-
ness of her hair and against the soft curves of hier neck and
shoulders.  How strangely sweet the music was toanight! A
little later they wandered iuto an adjacent conservatory,
where softly shaded lights and perfumed fountains made 2
miniature fairyland, and finding a seat for her amid a group of
orange trees, he sank down beside her, glad of the grateful
coolness.

“Mr. Renton,” she said, as he placed a0 wrap about her
shoulders, **you spoke to me when 1 last saw you, of a picture
on which you had been working for some time past—1 think
you said it was the portrait of & woman, and 1 have thought
since that 1 should very much like to see it. Wil yon think me
very curious 2

“You honor we greatly in taking so much interest inmy
work—it would give me the greatest pleasure to show it to
yvou. [ have placed much hope on this last effort—whether 1
shall attain what I desire is very much a matter of doubt,
however,” he added, thoughtfully.

“May [ ask the name of 1t ?*

“1 have called it *Minerva,' " he said, stowly, wondering
what it was that made this woman's eyes so heautiful,

“If you and Mrs. Marchbanks will do me the honor of
paying a visit to my studio to-morrow afternoon, I shall be
very pleased to show it to you.”

*“Thank you—I am sure my mother will be very glad to
accompany me,” she said, with evident pleasure.

Renton went home that night with the feeling of having
passed an unusually happy cvening.

On the afternoon of the following day, the expected guests
arrived at the studio.

Renton immediately introduced them to Madame de Blois,
who was a great friend of Lis and a brilliant talker. After a
little cunversation they were conducted to where the picture

hung, a little apart from the rest. Mrs. Marchbanks spoke a
few words of cordial praise after having studied the canvas for
ashore time. The younger lady said but little at first and
was apparently absorbed in studying the detail, and then, as
they lingered somewhat behind the others, she said slowly,
1 think, Mr. Renton, your conception is very good. It is
strong as well as beautiful.”
- > o * -

For some days past social Paris had been on the qui vive in
reference to a Christmas ey dress hall to be given by one of
its leading entertainers. Renton, however, had not taken any
special interest in the gossip, ot heing particalarly fond of
such social pleasures.  He was not a little surprised, however,
on taking up a paper a few mornings later, to read the
following paragraph : * The Christmas fancy dress ball given
last evenimyg by the Due de Montpellier was an unqualified
suceess. One of the most heantiful, as well as the most
successtul, of the characters personated was that of ‘Minerva,'
by Miss Marchbanks, daughter of the Hon Cecil Marchbhanks.
The character was taken, it is said, from a very recent picture
of Mr. Ambrose Renton, which has not yet been exhibited.
It is neediess to add that the public will look forward with
much pleasure to viewing a picture which has received so
flattering a tribute."”

-« * * - -
A week later the following paragraph appeared in the sam
& piragraph apy ¢
paper ¢ “Mr. Reuton’s latest picture, which aroused so much
curiousity previous to its admission to the Salon, was one of
the centres of attraction at yesterday's private view. \We
learn on good authority that the picture las already been
purchased by the Due de Montpellier at a very high figrure.”
L * * - -

The shaded lights with their Christmas greencry threw :
soft radinnce on the heads of two people who were standing
near the mantel in the handsome drawing-room of Mr.
Marchbanks® private residence,

" l'm\'c it all to you,” said Renton, carnestly.

“You must not say ;hat, Mr. Renton, Fame was only
waiting for you.  Still, it is a great happiness to me to thin
I have been even a small factor in your success,” said Miss
Marclibanks, quictly.

1 had worshipped you unconsciously, from the first time 1
saw you,”" he said, looking down upon her with illumined
fuce, **though I never dared to think of your coming any nearer
to me than some distant star—too high for me to grasp.”

* But not too high to love you,” she said, softly, and her
face was like the dawn of a summer day.
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WEEKLY FORECASTS.

Fortunate and unfortunate days pointed out by means of Astrology—Prepared by Mr. James Hingston, B.A.,
Oxford University, probably the greatest authority on this science —
Interesting sketch of his career.
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NOVEL feature of last issue of Moxrrian, Lirg was the

commencement of 1 series of astvological  predictions,
showing the fortunate and unfortunate days during the com.
i week, These torecasts have been prepired by Mre, James
Hingston, B AL Oxon, the well-known starvaeader, who is
better known by his tnomedeplume *Gabriel,” and similar
forecasts by him will be published in this paper every week.
That there is no one better qualified than he for work of this
kind, a brief sketeh of his lite will show.

Ever since the time of the Stuarts, the Hingstons have heen
a prominent amily in the South of Ireland, and there James
Hingston was born in 1836, At an carly age he went to
Germany, where he studied for some years, after which he
returned to Irelmd and enteved the Queen’s University. He
obtained a first classical scholarship there, whereupon he went
to Oxford University with the intention of taking a degree in
the School of Modern History, and, after 2 residence of four
years, he graduated with honors. In 1883 he came to this
country and attached himself to a leading New York daily
paprer, with which he has been connected ever sinee, and on
which he oceupied. until vecently, the position of literary
cditor. Astrology atteacted hiz attention some years ago,
wndd he has heen studying it deeply ever since. At the request
of a New York publisher he vecently wrote a populas hook on
the subject under the title *Gospel of the Stars,'” the intro.
duction to which was turnished by his friend, Rev, George 1.
Hepworth, DDy, the wellbknown author and  divine —the
writer of The New York Herald's weekly sermon, This hook
was duly published, and was very favorably reviewed by lead-
ing papers  throughout  the country.  Though he never
advertises in the daily papers, he is widely known, hoth in this
country and in Lurope, as a skilled star-reader, and much of
his time is row spent i casting horoscopes and in giving
advice to his clients,

As to the value of the predictions published ta.day, suflice
it to say that thev are bhased on the positions mud aspeets of
the planets, and are in strict accordance with the time-honored
rules of astrology, which is the oldest art or science in the
world, and the one by which, it is elaimed, the fortunes of per-
sens can be most aceurately foretold. They may not prove to
be entively true in all cases, for much depends on the time of
day when cach person is bora, hut Mr, Hingston insists that
they will prove, as 2t rule, to be wonderfully true,

A decade or two aggo no paper in the conntry would have
dreamed of publishing anvthing relating to astrology, but,
to.day, the case is different. ** Thousands of persons through.
out Europe and the United States,” says Mr. Hingston, “now
hedieve that from the planets can be learned many facts about
the destiny of human beings, and the only reason why there
are not more believers is beeause there are very few expert
star-readers and  very many ignorant fortuncetellers, who
thrive by gulling the public and thus help to keep alive the
popular impression that fortune-telling is altogether adelusion
aud a snare.”*

The experience of centuries, we are tald, shows that an
astrologer can tell persons much about theirfuture. According
to M, Hingston, hie can tedl them the fortunate and unfor.
tunate periods of their lives, whether they will be rich or poor,

whether they will be happy or unhappy in married life,
whether they will have ehildren or not, whether they will be
lucky or untucky in speculation, whether they will obtain
marringe portions or fegacies or not, whether they will be
endowed with strong or weak constitutions, whether they will
sufler from diseases or accidents, and, if so, of what nature,
whether they will quarrel orlive amicably with their neighbors
and relatives, whether they will take many or few journeys
and whetber they will live to a good old age or not.  He ean
also tell them what trades or professions they are best suited
for and how much success they may expect thereing he can
furthermore tell what kind of women men will marry, and
what kind of men women will marry. He can also clearly
depicit the character with all its virtues and blemishes and can
foretell with unerring accuracy whether the life as a whole will
be prosperous or unfortunate. The time when death will occur
he cin also prediet in many cases, but Mr. Hingston has made
it o rule never to predict on this point.  1f he sees that anyone
who hias consulted him is not likely to live long, he gives all
the necessary eaution and advice as to health, hut he says
nothing as to the time of death, for the reason that such a
prediction would do little good and wight do infinite harm.

Three forceasts are made for each day.  The first applies to
the world at large; the second shows how persons, born on
this day in any year, will fare during the coming year; the
third indicates how children, born on this day in the present
year, are likely to fare during hie.

GABRIEL'S FORECASTS FOR THE WEEK.

Friday, December 8.~This day scems decidedly unfavorable
as regards money matters, but as regards all other matters
the indications are so doubtful that no prediction can he
hazarded. My advice is to take things casy on a day like
thix.

Financial speculation should he carefully avoided during
this year as serious loss of money is threntened thereby. 1n
business generally some unexpected ups and downs may be
looked for,

Children horn to-day onght to be taught the value of
money, as their natural inclination will be to spead it as fast
as they get it They will also e lacking in steadiness and
prudence, and hence they should think twice before they under-
take any business enterprises on their own account.

L . .

Saturday, December 9. —Employers and other persons in
anthority will not be in the best of humors to.day—a fact
whiceh those who are subject to them will do well to bear in
mind. For persons, who have goods to sell, the time is pro-
pitious, but all others had better keep quict.

Many young people will fall in love during this year, bhut
for all others it will be an unfortunate season, much worry
beingg threatened through husiness, journeys and disagreeable
changes.  Among the latter may e reckoned loss of employ-
ment.

This is not a favorable birthday, the principal indications
being that children born now will be headstrong, untruthful
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READY FUOR THE CHRISTMAS PARTY.
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WHEN AMARYLLIS TRIPPETH DOWN.

When Amaryllis trippeth down
To meet me, waiting there below,
The oaken stairs of polished brown
Do scem to wear a rosy glow,
As if the sight of fect so fair
Were almost more than oak could bear,
When Amaryllis trippeth down.

When Amaryllis trippeth down
My browns of life turn nto rose,
Care flies the swishing of her gown
And tap of little satin toes.
No jot care I for Fortune’s frown—
A fig for duns and kindred woes
1 see the flowers ‘neath the snows
When Amaryllis trppeth down.

»
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and ever ready to quarrel with those sct in authority over
them.  Mauy troubles will beset them and great eare will be
necessary in order to avoid them,

Sunday, December 10.—An unfortunate day, and all those
who can do so are strougly advised to attend guictly to their
usual business and to refrain from making any plans for the
future.

Persons whose birthday this is are threatened with il
hiealth, troubles through kuwyers and some financial loss, but
to those who take good ciare of their business and of them.
selves, these dangers may prove of little woment.

Difficult will it he to control chitdren born to-day, yet, much
sorrow awaits them if they do not learn the great lesson of
sclf-control.  In busitess they way succeed, provided they
hold salaried positions and do not faunch out into the world
for themselves,

Monday, December 11.—Much business may be transacted
to-day, but the financial result will hardly be satisfactory.
Disappointment is also foreshadowed for men who have deal-
ings of any kind with women, and it will be well for them to
keep out of their company to-day.

Disappointment will come cither through domestie troubles
or through love-affairs during this year, aud great care will be
necessary in ovder to avoid il health and financial losses.
Some unexpected journeys and other changes are also fore.
shadowed.

Clever and fond of all kinds of pleasure will be the children
born to-day. Careless about their dress they will also be,
and altogether there will he much of the gypsy in them.  Yet,
good fortune in some form will come to them, and their lite, on
the whole, should be prosperous,

Tuesday, December 12.—A very pleasant and favorable day
this is for all who are traveling, aand for all who are looking
for employment. Storckeepers, book-agents, and all others
who deal directly with the public will also find it & better day
than usual.

A prosperous year this will prove, both to those who are
working for others and to those in business for themselves,
The former are likely to receive promotion, and the lntter will
find their business increase rapidly.  Finaneial gain will natur.
ally be the result, but this good fortune is offset by the fact
that the domestic expenses will be unusually heavy,

fHardly any ill luck, and an abundance of good luck, are
foreshadowed for children born to-day. Ambitious they will
be, and, without much difficulty, they will reach the desired
goal. Ina word, unless they wilfully wreek their lives they
will ever he fortune's favorites.

Wednesday, December 13.—Bachelors, who are thinking of
getting married, will find this a favorable time for * popping
the question,” and girls, who are in love with young nen,
may, by a little manauvring, clicit the desired proposals,

Young men and maidens, whose birthday this is, will find
this a pleasant year, sinee it will bring them happiness in their
love affairs, hut their clders will be less fortunate, since they
are threatened with troubles in their business and illness in
their families.

Much joy will be vouchsafed to children born to.day, for
none will delight more than they in pleasure and social
gatherings,  Yet, too much money may be spent in this way,
and thus the evening of life may be clouded. In the case of
girls there is also danger of unhappiness in marriage.

Thursday, December 14.~For sclling property of any kind
this is a good day, but for any other undertaking the outlook
is not promising.

The chief danger threatened during this year is grave
financial loss through unwise speculation.  Business losses
may also be expected unless the utmost pains he tiken to avoid
them. In a year like this, the wise- thing to do is to abstain
carefully from risking money in any enterpiise that is in the
least hazardous.

No matter how much money children born to-day may
amass or inherit, the outlook is that they will spend most, 1if

not all, of it before they die.  Girls may also rest assured that
they will have much trouble with their hushands.

Friday, December 15.—Men who are in love with, or who
have business with, wonien are advised to avoid them to-day
as there is little chance that their suits or their business will
prosper. For journeys, the day is also unfavorable, and no
contracets or legal papers of any kind should be signed at this
time,

Troubles through letters and other documents are fore-
shadowed during this year, as well as through journeys and,
wssibly, through a removal from one residence to anotlher.
The sensible course to pursue is to keep as quict as possible
uutil & more propitious time comes.

Infinite pains should he taken to train to.day's children
l)mpcrly. as otherwise they will be lazy, untruthful, and perfect
ittle nuisances.  Much good fortune of any kind they need not
expect. Girls should be especially careful about marrying as
there is danger that they will throw themselves away upon
worthless scamps.

Saturday, December 16.—This is a quict, colorless day,
neither gootd nor bad for any purpose.  On such a day the wise
man goes caltnly on his course and carefully abstains from
planning anything for the future,

 There are hardly any tokens of good or evil fortune during
this year, and, therefore, those whose birthday it is may be
confident that no very remarkable event will oceur in their
lives during the next 12 months.  They will enjoy their usual
good fortune if they were horn fortunate and they need not
expeet any good fortune if they were born unfortunate,

_Calm, and in some measure prosperous, will he the lives of
children born to.day.  Boys will meet with more happiness
than girls, foritis too likely that the latter will marry men
who will treat them unkindly,

Jasmes Hinesros, B.A., Oxon,
Roowm 33, 1368 Broadway, “Gabriel.”
New York.

Mr., Hingston is a skilled astrologer, and will be pleased
to answer any letters, which may be sent to him at the above
address.

CHRISTMAS MORNING IN THE FLATS.

THE TENANT.—I say, the cold water has stopped running——,

THE LANDLORD.—Well, why don’t you turn on the hot water 2—that runs cold.
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g Points for Investors I*i-
SRRty v

S continued mones stomgenes . withe the advanee of the Bank of

I Fugland s rite 1o sx per cent, continues to repress the prices of

stochs utnversaliv, although the Mottrcal 1 achange shows quse
remarkable actvty ander the aroumstances

PIE SIRIELE RALES ANOMALY

Last week, 1 had aoccasion 1o tefer to the anomalonshy lugh praces of
sreet rnlwav stochs. There ias been o eraze for this class of securiy on
the part of the speculatine rather than the mvestisent pablic, both an the
Unnted Sates and Caneada,

hagher praced tan stcam nalroad stacks

wath the sesult that street taudwany stacks are
The waalth of money that has
been made ot of street tualwans s the meentne On the basis, how
erer. that most of these stocks are now placed. thar paces are o high
for the careful anvestar Sttt age sperating ob fanddusos ot are
attended wath secunty oot whien perpetual - They are subiect o the
vaganes of mumapal eestuchians and ther propaoets s cven the prospeect
of munictpal confiscation an front of
on local condisans A hese are dangers whinch a ralroad stock s nat
called upon to face  These aze some of the anomalies we nonce

Merropoltan Mreet Ralun =Caparal £30 000,000, pavs seven per
cent., s 1o3.
Dielanare, Lackawana & Western =t aptal §26 200,000, seven per
Lty anly S8Y,
Plurd Vvenie Rabwn . New Yorkopasstine peraent | s 132
Cleveland, Cinontian Chage, St Loas prefested, pans e per
cent s 10

Totonto Street Rl pass four pereent s oy,

Cattadean Pacitic Rinlwan . pasvs tour peraent |

They are. moreover, dependemt

cent

t> G

TORON O RAULWANY S postiioN

I panted out List week the posntan of the Toronizo Street Rindwan as
anmvesment Clhe franchise has 22 sears more to i Owing o the
growth of the ity the sireet wnlwany companmy Bas every praspect of
This vear the merease
in gross carnngs will be about Li34.000, and ther net carmngs should
show an mnetease of ahout €090 0on, on the capital of
SMoroooo.  Ttsects hatdhv protable thatan increased disadend should
bee i order onsuch o showang, but, even <o, the present prce has antiar-
pated an advance of one per cents per annun There is. however, a
prospect of a graduably mervasing divadend, finally seaching pethaps 1o or
12 pereent 1w 20 vears time Then comes the e of rechoning on the
cvpunation of the frndhise The aty will cither awate control or, af the
company has afeguarded s posnon, it will continue. however, on such
restoienons s to redice the stock o dinadend bases of five per cent. or

making gradually aneseasmg earming even woar

Or aone per cemt

{XN

Mantreal Steeet Ratwas as notain the same poation T fraachise o
safe wind cantinual s wcreases an canngs e more marhed than in
Totowe, but ds expuaises of operation age greater and for as tiseal var
cading Septembner 300 while sis gross carnings merease was €188 ono. its
netinerease was onby 83000 Therefore, the stock a1 313, paving 16 per
cent., has also disconnted furiier imcreases for at least two vears.

CARIE VDR LLC,

Asimvestor has imgared i regand e the Canboo Hvdraohe nase.,
the properts. which strted ont equpped wabia splendid board of directons
and bemlded as posesang equally splendid prospects
been another divippomiment

This year lias
In round fizures the e will have pro-
duced &0 oon worth of bullion at an expense of £120,000, leaving a defiont
ol &30 000, Last year 12 produced £103.000 at o cont of §207,000. 1t had
then o alance on the wrong side of £120,000, <o that 1t will o inte neat
vear about £130.000t0the bad  The directors, in spate of all misfortunes,
have not lost faith an the property and s year s poor <showing s due,
they sav, ta the unexpected appearance of a barren sone. “The onlv come
fort the shareholden haveas the hnonledge that the property s in able
hands, and whatevers s done will be done wath integnty and diseretion,
‘The &3ahates shates, cien at 830, can haedly be called an advisable
mnvestinent.

THF DOMINION BRANK
b spoke in this column last week of shie Donamon Bank as the best
invevunent of the bank st under present conditions,  “This premise wonld
apjprear to be barne out by the aciivaty shown i the stock on the Toronto
Exchange daring the past week.d 11 sold up 1o 273%, advancing from 270,

MONTREAL LITFE

‘The hank < operanons have mcreased to such an extent that an increase m
caprzal must be made in the near fature. Under the Bank Act this new
capital isallotted tothe thon shareholders at a preniam not exccedimg the
petcentage which the rosenve fund bears to padeup capial - Donunion
Bank capital s £1.300.000, 38 reserve e cqual amount, comsequently
sharcholders will be enabled to secute the new stock at 200 per 8100, §he
bank s pasing 12 per cent at present. s annuad mecsng s next Annl,
befare whieh e some lighty satsfactory deselopments mav be loohed
for
CALRD AFEAMRS

Canadian Paatic shiowed ostight weakness cardy thas week, due to the
stock depression i London and New Yorho This year there will be a
gam i net carmngs of close on to £1.750.000, Ay compared with §172,000
m 1808, This money, as Sie Wilham Van Horme says, belongs 10 the
sharcholders,  Last vear thete was s sueplus of &oz0.000 ufter pastent
of all fined preference charges and a4 per cent. dividend on common
stock, s year thie land sades have been shightly better, so that there
should e almost a0 £3.900,000 surplus this sear. 1t loohs asaf when
February comes around that this stoch should be well over par.

TUHE RLIECIRIC STOCKRS

Rovd Electne stock on reaclung 188 naturadly met walt a shight
roaction after so sudden vrse There are aaa seasons assigind for the
moranent i this stock, The company will undoubtedis be able 1o show
a splendid statement nest May, and, winle an mereased dinadend can
Bardhy be then espected, sall, with the business advanang so steadhly,
larger returns mas be looked for later on. T would be well, however, for
mtendmg maestors o wat unt] the stock has <ettled down after is present
tlurry and possibly more detimte mformation can be given in regard to s
future policy.

The clectnie stock wihieh, howerer. presents the best mduastnal ansest-
ment at preseat s the Canadian General Eleatrie, listed on the Toronto
Stock Fachange onb, Jhe directors of this campany mcet on December
12 to declare an ncreased diaidend, so | am asthoritatively inclined to
believe  The presenteighit per cent divdend will be enlarged to ten per
cent , pavable quarterdy, and.after payvang this better return, there wall
alse e o farge balagee carred forward. The company at present does
abont $o per eent. of the wtal clectrical manufacturing bucines of the
Domon,  Another good feature of the company is that its £300,000 of
s pereent preference stock s redeeable in o yean’ time at 103, a
price which waill mean o great heaetit 1o the cotmon shareholders, who
will be enabled enher 1o calarge their holdings ar an advantage, or the
stoch will b redeemed ontof a surplas fund, and all the net revenne
lett avalable for the holdens of camon stack  The possilatities of the
electrie manufactunng busanas are indicated by the fact that the American
General Electnie Compans has done §20,000,000 bisiness duning the car.
ent year.

COAL AN GAS,

Dommion Coal, common, with the development projects that are m
view and with the undoubted richiess of the propestv considered, s one
of the investments likely to give large retums in the future.

There has Leen some achiviny sn Montreal Gas,  Last vear, ths com-
pany did not show a progresive statement, and, althoughat paidits 10 per
cent. dindend without dithiculey st net revente was less than its diadends
and bond interest This sear, T andenssand, aomuch snore favorable state-
ment wall he shoswn at the ead of the company ‘s sear i Februagy,

A CHINT oy THE PRESS,

Why da not the daily papess of Montreal print the transactions on
the “loronto Stock Exchange?  “There are many secatities which have
thewr home m Ontanio, and in which Toronto sets the pace just as
Maontreal doesan others. The Montieal dailies pont seligiondy the com.
paratively ummpertant saln of the Toronte Mg Exchange, but
lease the regular st of the Toronto Stock Exchange severely alone,

FAIRFAN.

\ R. A. J. WHIMBEY was recently honored by his numcerous
! fricnds in Montreal and St. Lambert, on the occasion of
his removal to Toronto, to manage the business there of
Simpsan, Hall, Miller & Company, silversmiths, Mr. Whimbey
was three times mayar of St. Lambert, and the hospitality of
himself and Mrs, Whimbey in centertaining visitors to that
townwas stich as to win for them hundreds of devoted friends.
A complimentary address was presented to Mr. Whimbey,
accompanicd by i magnificent present of dinmond jewelry for
his esteemed consort.
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SOCIETY NEWS,

HE annual bazaar, in aid of the Industrial Rooms, was
opened on Monday afternoon, and a large number of
people were present early in the afternoon, which was, no
doubt, in order to see the Countess of Minto, who had kindly
consented to formally announce the opening of the bazaar,
Lady Minto, who looked very well in her handsome furs, was
accompanied by Lady Vietoria Grey, and M Arthur Guise,
ADC The Rev. Dr. Barelay also attended Her Exceelleney at
the Windsor Hall. After o few waords from the platform, Lady
Minto mingled with the crowd, and inspected the various
stalls, making some purchases, and finally having teavat Mrs,
Joha Turnbull’s exceptionally artistic Turkish teeroom,

Here there was some question among the attendants as to
whether the Viee-Regal party should be allowed to pay for the
privilege of drinking ten, as the aide was prepared to do.
But the Iadies in charge vigorousty disclaimed the idea of their
being aught but guests of the committee, and the waitresses
were quite distressed at their even momentary hesitation.

Owing to the decorations of the St Andrew's Ball heing
kindly permitted to remain, the hall looked extremely well
And the stalls were exeeptionally tastefully arranged.  As the
stall holders have already been mentioned it is unnecessary to
repeat their names.  The idea seems to prevail that “business™
wis most brisk, and the returns very satisfactory. At the
coarse underwesy stall the sales were very Liege, and also at
the fancy work table.  From am carly hour people were
anxions to be served with tea, and dces, cither in the dimly
lighted Turkish room, with its low divans, its quaint tables,
and richly colored hangings, or in the ordinary tea-room with
its daintily Iaid tables. And in the latter room, at 6.30 o’clock,
a very exeellent dinner, consisting of soup, cold meats, salads,
jces and coflee, was served to guite anamber of people. During
bath afternoon and evening an orchestraprovided a very good
programme of pdpular music,  The committee of management
is greatly to be congratulated on the success of its cfforts.

Amony the people noticed at the bazaar on Monday were:
Rev. . Edgear Hill, Rev. Dr. Barelay, Mrs, Barclay, Miss Wad.
dell, Mrs, H. S, Holt, the Masters Holt, Mrs, M. H. Gault,
Miss Edythie Gault, Mrs. C. 1L Blackader, the Misses Blacka.
der, Mrs. Newnham, the Misses Newnham, Mrs. 3. Mackenzie,
Mrs. A AL Allan, Mes. Wheeler, Mres. Go AL Drammond, Mrs,
Bond, Miss Parker, Miss Do Macdougall, Miss Linton, NMiss
Duncan, Miss Finley, Dr. Yates, Mr. R. W, Macdougall, Mr.
and Mrs. E. S, Clouston, Miss Ewan, Miss Scotg, Mres, Peter-
son, Miss McEachran, Mr. and Mrs. . Montagu Allan, Mrs,
Porteous, Miss Portecous, Miss Drury, Mrs, Douglas, Master
Douglas, Mrs, G, W, Stephens, Mrs, I Stephens, the Misses
Stephens, Mrs, Temples, Mrs. €. Nelles, Mrso Waud, Mrs, |
Law, Mrs, Alex. Paterson, Mrs, Pangman, Miss Pamgman,
Mrs, Macintosh, Mes. G, Macintosh, Mrs, R, G, Reed, Miss
Waud, Miss Brock, Col. Boud, Mr. B MacDougall, Mr. It
Camplell, Mr. G. Drinkwater, Miss Rae.

L] - *

N Tuesday, Decetnber 12, the marriage will take place ot
Miss de Salaberry, daughter of the late Colonel Charles de
Salaberry, to Mr. J. Lewis, of this city. Miss de Salaberry is
a granddaughter of Colonel de Salaberry, of Chateauguay
fame, and it will be remembered that, on account of her grand.
father’s services, she had the honar of an audicace with the
QOueen when visiting in England.

On Saturday, Mrs. L. Sutherland, University strect, gave a
very pleasant tea, as a farewell to Miss Mabel Galt, whose
marriage takes place very shortly.

Mrs. C. H. Binks, Elm avenue, gave a large afternoon tea
Inst Saturday for her friends.  Among the guests were:  Rev.
Canon Ellegood, Mr. and Mrs, R. 1. Buchanan, Mrs. L. O.
Armstrong, Miss Armstrong, Rev. G and Mrs, Abbott-Smith,
Mrs. Molson, Miss B, Molson, Mr. and Mes, G, Marler, Miss
Marler, Mr. and Mes. W, de M. Marler, Miss Marler, Mr. and
Mprs. Spackman, Mr. and M. J. Peck, Mr. and Mrs. G,
Smithers, Mr. and Mrs. G. W, Couk, Mr. and Mrs. J. Savage,
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Mr. and Mrs, C. Gordon, Professor and Mrs. Johnson, the
Misses Johnson, Rev. H. Kittson, the Misses Kittson, Mr. and
Mes. AL Day, Mr, and Mres, C. R, G. Johnson, Rev. A, J. Doull,
the Misses Major, Dr. and Mrs. Ridley MacKenzie,

The “Mother Goose” sale of work, held on Saturday
afternoon last, under the auspices of the Guild of $t. Anne, of
St. Joha's chureh, was 2t highly successful aflair. The various
stalls were wmost  artistie, and  the quaint  costumes, all
charvacters from the nursery rhymes, very cleverly carried out.
Judging from the crowds of delighted visitors, hoth old and
young, the §t. Anne's Guild ought to be materially benefited
as a result.

W e ween

THE DIATIONDS OF KIMBERLEY.

THE Hon. Mr. Cecil Rhodes® presence in beleaguered Kim-

berley is but another proof of the old adage that, ** Where
a man’s treasure is, there his heart is also.” It is not the first
time cither that Mr. Rhodes has been compelled to battle for
his diamonds.  The story of the first dicunond war is one of
the romances of South Mrica.  The late Barney Barnato and
Alfred Beit, s German, were the principal wminc.owners when
Mr. Rltodes first set foot in Africa, and their influence in the
dizimond fields doubled and trebled untit the rivaley Between
the mines in Kimberley and the Rhodes mines in Griqualand
grew to a hend. The disanond game of Rhodes versus Beit and
Barnato beeame the guestion of the hour in the financial
world, When one of the parties wanted to buy a mine the
others would outhid him, and so, for months and years, the
battle went on. Mr. Rhodes had set his mind on the control
of the world's dizunond supply, and eventually he won the
gaune, Now hie is more than ever engaged in his corner against
all comers, notably the Boers.

MY MAILL. -
1. It Epwanps,

HAT hypocrites these mortals be!
. When justice wiclds hier seales,
Goaod zoul, she marks with special glee
The perjurics of the mails.

A score of letters heap my plate
At breakfast time to-day,

My appetite to maderate,
Or (haply) take away.

Now here’s disscmbler number onc;
What curses deep and fervent

Went with the writing of this dun,
Signed ** Your ohedient servant ™

And here 1 sent o wedding gift
My tady thanks me duly,

Nor wientions how she slightiy suifled ;
She's still mine “ very truly.”

My marricd sister gives advice;
*You've grown quite hoorish lately:

Your taste in dress is fitr from nice;
Yours, most aflfectionately !

The hunors of the case increasc!
May's mmother hates me dearly,

Writes that my frequent calls must cease,
And signs it, * Yours sinccrely

And in this missive, folded small—
Thus fortunc flouts us woocrs—
May says she can’t be mine at all,
Aund then she signs it, *Yours”
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-From Camberwell Grove to
the Cabinet.

LIFL AND STORY o
JOSEPH ¢ HAMBERLAIN,

THI MR

have grown so aceustomed to con-
necting Mr. Channberlain with Biy.
mingham, and Bivmingham with Mr
Chamberluin, that it is vather sur-
prising to find that My, Chamberlain
does not come from the Midlands at
all,but that he is in veality only a few
httndred yards removed from a Cocke
nev. When, not lomg ago, it was
urged meainst a London Bill that
Loundoners should decide for themselves how they were to e
governed, Mr Chamberlain was able to enlighten o good many
people as to his nativity. =1 am a Camberwell man,” he
exclaimed, with the satueal pride of 2 man  who claims
relationship with an audience wiieh is cheering him to the
cchog and the nest day Camberwell was hesicged by para-
wraphists in searcl of a new political shrine.

It was at 3 Grove Hill Tereace. Camberwell, almost within
sound of Bow Belly, that Mr. Chamberlain first saw the light,
on July S, 1836, He came of an ancestry of which he was
proud to hoast in his Radical days. 1 boast a descent of
whicli 1 aim as proud as any bason may be of the title which he
owes to the sunle of 2 kimg” he eaclaimed ina famous speech
at Denbigh. *for 1 can clum deseent from one of the 2,000
ected ministers who, in the time of the Suurts, left home
and work and profit rather than aceept the Stageanade ereed
which it was sought to foree upon them.””  The worthy
ancestor whose smemory Mr, Chamberlain thas honorved was a
fellowaworker with Richard Baster— Richard  Scergeant by
name, who began a fanthful mimstry at or sear Kiddernnster
two vears after the battle of Nasehy,  NMr, Chamberlatin, how-
cvet, wis nat horn inte the Church. ths faher conducted
shoc business in the enty, which had been earried on under the
same name and on the same spot for over 100 years. s
mother was the datughier of i provision merchant, and Joseph
was her firsthorn, the eldest of a family of nine.

Camberwell was the scene of the hox's early schoaldays,
which were spent sader the guidiasee of a0 Miss Pace, who lived
ag 122 Cambwerwell Grove, where she made a comfortable
livelihood by teachingg a few children the three Rs. From the
tereiwee to the Grove was only o step, and the boy whose
future was to be greater and grander than anvhody dreamed
witlked to the school tegularly cach morning and took his
place on the forms with the other boys, What has hecome of
them now ? Aud what did the boy Chamberlain talk about
when good Miss Pace’s hack was tarned 2 These are questions
we would give much to have auswered, but our curiosity can
never be satistied. For Joseph Chamberlain left Chunberwell
whett he was ning, after he had heen at the school in the Grove
Just one year. His parents crossed over to Islington, where
the boy went to another private schoaol in Canonbury Square,
kept by the Rev, Arthur Johnzon, whose widow the Colonind
Sceretary reeently visited. On leaving Mr. Johnson, youag
Chamberlain was sent to the Loudon Cniversity School, which
has the nunes of Mr. Jolin Maoley and the Speaker onits roll.
Ite was at this school until he reached 16, when his education
ceased. Mr. Chamberlain is one of the few great men of to.day
who were never at s university, and his carcer is st striking
rehuke to those who hold that genius is the monopoly of the
universitics.  Mr. Chamberkiin was only 18 when hie began, as
we should say if he had been st poor hoy, to ** carn his own
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living. He entered his tather's shoe business, in which he
worked tor two years. Then he went to Birmingham, and his
real lite commenced.

If My, Chamberlain is not 2 Birminghim man by birth, he
belangs to the city in s much more 1eal sense than if he had
merely been horn theve, It is impossible (o think of Birming.
ham without thinking at the same time of Mre. Chamberlain,
who has completely  reversed o familiar maxim  about
proplicts and their own country. No man was ever more
idolized in his own countey than Me. Chamberlain—unless,
perhaps, it was My Gladstone. Mreo Chamberlain might be
Mayor of Bicmingham for life—might almost hand the Mayor.
alty down to his children's children—if he chose,

But we are leaping ahiead=Mr. Chamberlain's present is so
fascinating that one is apt, in spite of oneself, to forget his
past.  If Me, Chamberlain is the hero of Birmingham now, he
was anly one of thousands of unknown youths when he first
set foot in the town in 1854, Leaving Islington and the shoe
trade, hie went to Birmingham to make serews. So remarkable
was his geasp of husiness after two years with his father, that
he was entrusted with the sole citre of his father's interests in
a Birminglizan frm of serewmakers, For 20 vears e worked
fatrd in his wayand the reader will probably expeet to be told
that they were the dullest 20 years of his life.  Any remark
sugzestings thatwould be totally misteading, In these 20 years
Mz, Chamberlain made his fortune, serewed it down fast with
his own serews, and before ie retived from the business, on his
father's death, his nmme was as well known in the serew world
as it is inthe political world today.

The business avis not prospering when the younyg man
from London took it ap on behalf of his father. It bad been
woitgg the wrong way for several years. Mr. Chamberlain
tured it aroumd, and made the serew trade o royal road to
fortune~for Nettlefold and Chamberlain, Stories have een
told of this period which it is diflicult to accept. In their
cflorts to make the business a suceess, it was said, the firm of
which My Clinnberliin was the guiding spirit made use of
methods which are more fmiliag to American than English
commerce. It was stated that the small serew traders were
deliberately ruined, and that they received threatening cir-
culars.  But there seems to have een no ground for such
assertions,  What is true is that under the new regime the
serew-making firm at Birmingham sceured a0 monopoly of the
serew triude of the country. Sceeuring the patents of certain
serew-making machines, they were able to make serews much
better sund cheaper than their rivals; and so it came about
that the small traders disappeared, and the great firm grew
vich,  Mpr. Chamberlain made i huge fortune; and when his
futher died, in 18T-H he was able to give up business altogether
and devote himself to the welfare of the city in which he had
wade his wealth, In ISTE™ he says, 1 made up my mind
that T must retire from business.  Municipal life completely
switllowed up sy commercial life,”

At that time Meo Chamberlain had Ieen a figure in local
politics for five years,  Though he had devoted himself with
such zenl to business, he had not allowed comnerce to
swallow up his interest in the public affairs of Birmingham.
He had hecome familine with many departments of local life.
At the Church of the Messiab be was i teacher in the Sunday-
school, with four of his brothers: he taught for o time in the
night school, and took part in the * Peuny Reading™ cnter-
tainments, He was president, too, of the Mutual Improvement
Saciety in connection with his Sunday.schoal, and was alto-
getlier an active worker in many loeal causes of o religions and
social chracter. Years before, he had begun his political
career in a local debating society at Edghaston, where he soon
becme ot somewhat prominent figure. Not that hic was a
horn oratar~he is not the most clogquent of orators cven now.
Ax a youth, he would commit his speeches to memory or write
them down,  Buat it wax incvitable thag, in spitc of this, Mr.
Chamberlain should come to the front in such a gathering as
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that which met regularly at Edgbaston to settle the guestions
which were vexing statesmen. He was so obyiously in earnest
that his lack of style was forgotten, and he mastered his sub-
jeet so thoroughty that byaumd-bye he was able to throw aside
s notes and trast entirely to the splendid Jund of facts with
which he had packed his beain. Young Mr. Chamberliuin was
frequently referred to in the preagraphs which appeared in the
loeal newspapers in veference to the meetings of the debating
sacicty, and it is curions to note that at that time his politieal
views leaned towards Toryism. It is not casy to believe, how.
ever, that My, Chamberlin was a Tory at 20, and it may e
that, having been nursed in Toryism, the speeches at Edg.
baston were wade while the speaker was in the transition
stage between the antiquated Toryvism of that day and the
Socialistic Radicalism which made him one of the most talked-
of men in England a few years later. At any rate, Mr.
Chamberlain was not too modest at 22 to pull Mr. Bright to
picces. A newspaper paragraph in December, 1838, tells us
that **Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, in o lively clever speeeh,
pointed out various innccuracies in Mr. Bright's speeches®;
and again, we are told that Mr. Chamberlain aivowed o
vigorous speech that “so tar from the aristocracy being
responsible for all the wars, as Nr. Bright had asserted, every
war since 1688 had been demanded by the preople; he quoted
Racon, Cromwell, and Kossuth as to the stecessity of always
being prepared tor war, as the world was i gigantic New
fnkleys = New Inkleys®™ being 0 Birmingham slum where
bludgeons and anti-garrotters were very much required.

But, it there was any suggestion  of Torvism in Mr.
Chamberlain's polities at that thne, it quickly disappeared—
from the surface at any rite. The pendulum swuny full lengih
the other way, At 30 he was i outeandiout Republican, 1t
wits in 1869, when e was 33 years of age, that M Chamber-
lain entered public life as a coadidate for the Town Council.
His genius was not yet fully recognized, for we read that he
was adopted with cousiderable hiesitation; but he was elected
for St. Paul’s Ward by a by majority, sond from that moment
his star was in the ascendant.  He rose in public favor both
an the conncil and off, and in 1874, four vears after he had
been hesitatingly  adopted as a0 candidate, he was clected
Mayor of Birminghan,  So popular was he as Mayor that he
was clected again and again, illing the chair for three succes-
sive years, and then only guitting it to take a still higher
houor from the people.

It was in his first year of office that Mr. Chamberlain
heeame for o time, perhiaps, the most talked-of man in the
provinees.  He had adready won i more than loeal finne by his
action on the cducation question, which was at that time
prominently before the nation, and be was chaivman of the
first Liberal School Board for Birmingham, Butg, it was as:an
avowed Republican that Mr. Clhuanberlain ciune to the frout
in 1874 The Prince and Princess of Wales were to visit the
town, and everybady was asking what the Mayor wonld do,
It was generadly felt that “something would happen,” and
the possibility of *something ™ happening was contemplated
not only locally, but in the press throughout the country.
But Mr. Chamberlain aceepted the principle that discretion
wis the better part of vator.  1n 1870, at a weeting called to
sympathize with the new French Republic, he had declared
that 2 republic was hound ta cote to Engliand  ind two years
later he had represented the Birmingham Republican Club at o
conference in St James' Hall, London, It was natural, there.
fore, that & good deal of curiosity should be eviaced as to
what he would do and say when the Prince came to Birming.
ham. 1 shall e ashamed of myself and the whole business,™
he wrote, in a private letter, and he added that the Prince
would be *“as papular as the Tichborne Claimant ™! But Mr,
Chamberlain must have disgunised bis feelings very well, for The
Times the next day declared that it did not remember any
speech made efore Royalty which was ¢ouched in such a tone
at once of courteous homage, wmanly independence, and gentle.
wmanly fecliug™ ; and Punch, rising to the occasion, wrote:
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Like & gentlemandhed has comported Shimself in his glare of the
princely sun,

s just ~aaid wlitt he ought to have said, and done what he ought to
have done,

Has put his eed cap i hes pocket and sat on s Forightly article,

Aud f Red Republican J:\\\s ur teeth displayed not so much as a
partice.

Punch's cartoon represented “Our Brummagem  Lion”
kneeling at the feet of the Princess of Wales,

The story of Mr, Chamberlain's career as a towan councillor
is practically the modern history of Birmingham. In six
years—practically in three—he raised Birmingham from the
position of 2t badly governed third-rate town to the position
of one of the first towns in the kingdom. He was, to use an ex.
pressive phrase of the time, *“not only Mayor, hut town council
too.” The Birmingham of his town council days had a popu.
lation of 180,000, and a rateable value of less than one-third
what it is today. There were, to gquote from one of Mr.
Chamberliin's own speeches, no parks, no free libraries, no
baths, no art gallery or art museam, no board schools, no
schaol of art, no Midland Institute, no Mason College, no
Corporation street, The streets were badly paved, imperfectly
lighted, and only partially drained. The footwalks were worse
than the streets, You had to proceed cither in several inches
of mud, or in favored localities you might o upon cobblestones
o which it was 2 penance to walk., The gas and water
belonged to private sonopolies.  Gas was about 3s, per 1,000
cubie feet s water was supplicd on three days i week. On other
days carts went around supplying water at 10s. the 1,000
galons, The death rate was 30 in the 1,000, There where
whole streets from which fever was never absent.  Thousands
of courts were not paved or deained, and were covered with
pools of stagnant filth.

It was thus Mr. Chamberlain found Birmingham he left it
as we all know it to-day—ane of the best governed towns in
the world,  In the three years in which he was Mayor,
Me, Chamberliin achieved four great reforms, The town
bought up the gas-works, representing a capital of £2,200,000,
and yielding the people £30,000 2 year. The town pur.
chased the waterworks, estimuated now to be worth over
£2,000,000, and reduced the witer-rents by £25,000 a year.
A draining union with surrounding towas was established,
and a model sewage farm laid out at a cost of £400,000,
whiich it costs £1,000 aweek to work. And the council hought
up the slums in the centre of the town, built Corporation
street upon the site, and let it out in leases of 73 years. The
improvement cost nearly  £2,000,000; but, when the Jeases
expire, in J0 vears, Birminghauy will be the richest borough in
the world, It isa record of which any man might be proud.
When, a few years after, Mr. Chamberlain was snceringly
deseribed asa town conncillor, he wasable to say triumphantly
to the people of Birmingham, 1 will confess to you that 1 am
so parochialiy-minded that I look with greater satisfaction to
our annexation of the gas and of the water, to our scieatific
fronticr in the improvement area, than 1 do to the results of
that lmperial policy which has given us Cyprus and the
Transvaal.™

In 1876 Mr. Chaanberain lett Birmingliam to play his part
in s wider sphere. The London papers already knew him as
the Republican Mayor, and Mr. John Morley had gone down
to Birmingham three years before to make his acquaintance;
but there was much curiosity to hear Lt in the House of
Conumony.  He made his maiden speech on August 4, 1876.
It was upon Lord Sandon’s Education Bill, a subject with
which the siew member was quite at honte, and the speech was
so well reecived that it formed the pivot of 2t leading atticle in

the next morning's Times.  Mr. Chamberlain's first motion in
Parlizment was in favor of the municipalization of the liquor
traflic. He has made many motions since then, but it is
unsecessary here to dwell on the rest of Mr. Chamberlain's
life. It would, on the onc hand. be too controversial for a
paper which kuows no_ politics, and, on the other hand, it
could hardly be done without disturbing the pleasing impres-
sion of Mr. Chamberlain which this article has been written to
create.

ARTHUR MEE,
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SYNopsis of PRE DI CHARLE RS the Hon Eyve Rutland,
dau zhter and hewress of Lord Raven, hears from Mrs Gonog-Anderon
her sohiotmntress, that her father sdead. Pae s 20 veans ofd, and has
hieen hept at the school alt the veararound suee culdhowd When she
first cane b futher had morned a second wafe, Lady Mary of the Dark
Hasase whom Eve has sever se i, and it tarns out that w s wiil Lord
Racen has proanded that bis daughter shall be conugtied 1o her step-
mochier « eare O e vear, tll she comes mito her fortune . M Ravne,
musteemstreas at the sclivol, who hnows Lady Many and her el reputa-
tian, nnlores Kve tiot totrust erse'f 1o ber stepmother s house without
a sty frend near heroand she offers 1o o with her 1o the house in
Canorelanl Phs s oarrangsd, and swhen Lah Man s contidentiad
woat i Miss Cude, arrnves at the schant vl Valentie Greme, Lads
Alars s nephew, to escort e o the Darh Howe, My Ravnie accom-
panes the party disgursed as Nwholh e s mard Mree Ravne had
preventdy wettsn trsie Daald Hosand a broanet with whom she bad
som © mtertons flaence antwho ed near the Dl House, to befniend
Frve ant he makes hunself hown to her on the journey and enters site
CUTIVETSAtION,

1 think it will take a great deal of very hard reality to
wear off the gloss for ute,” Fexclaimed.  ©Pre spent =0 much
time in drcauning, that it has grown to be an old story.™

** You touk forward to teaveling with Lady Mary, then 2
Tihere was 2 keen note of interest in his voice a8 he put the
question.

<1don’t know,” I said, blushing a little,
thrt 1 am on my way to Cumberland.”

**You will like it, 1 think,” he responded quickly. 1 would
live nowhere clse in England if | coulil choose.  There isn’t a
tree of a liuke or a mountain there that Ldon'tlove,and 1 hope
it may be so with you, My placeis not far from Sombermere
Court, which is to be your home (for some time P slfish
cnough to hope), and 1 shall be anxious to hear your inipres-
sions of the country. Ludy Mary Riuven i good enough to
Tet swe come and see her sometimes when T am in Camberland,
and when she feels able to reecive mie 1T shadl certainly call,
hoping Lmay be Iucky cnough to find you at homie as well.”

=1 am glad,” | answered frankly  ** But I ghall have so
many impressions to relate. you and Lady Mary willbhe hored.”

1 had quite forgotten to be nervous, or ill at case, thaugh 1
had hardly ever before talked to a man under sixty, and was
smiling scif-forgetfully, when—some subtle foree of magnctism
drawing my cves to Miss Cade—1 intercepted such o glancee
between her and Mr, Vadentine Gracme as sent all that telltale
Llood of mine rushing to my fice again.

Even to my unsuspicious mind it was clear that the two
had some private understanding regarding me, with which my
friendliness with Sir Donald Howard appeared to interfere.
When he spoke again [ was too sclfconscious to reply at
Jength.

“1only know

CHAPTER V.
THE DARK MOUSE.

Up on the rugged brown mountain-tops the sun would still
have appearcd a ball of fire above the horizon; hut below, in
the great gloomy hollow, night had fallen, whilke the sky
glowed blood-red with color.  Over Scawfell, whose outline
was silhouetted darkly against the flaming sky, reclined &

MONTREAL LIFE

youny silver erescent moon, which soon would be following
the sun along the westward path.

Allin the valley was dim. Against the bank, where the
great serees came shelving down, and met their own inverted
reflection, the bosom of Sombermere was black with an inky
blackness., But, as the witer stretched away and mirrored
the zenith, its surfuce caught an ominous ruby glare, as if the
dark lake covered some devil's furnace. The moon's image,
too, wavered to and fro like a floating silver lamp of ancient
pattern.  Trees huddled in gloomy masses, piled up against
the foot of the great hill, beyond the harsh line of the decend-
ing screes, and in the middle distance there gleamed out
through the network of branches asolitary light,

“Da you see that 2 questioned Miss Cade as we jolted aloug
the road, which had brought us many a mile from the railway
station at Keswick. *“That means that we are coming to
Sombermere Court.”’

* And is that light in some window of the Dark House?" 1
eried impuisively.

*The Dark House?” sheechoed. “ Who has been tattling
to you of that foolish gossip?**

“f=1 really don't know,  I—=heard it somchow, at school,”
I faltered. 1 was actually growing quite nervous with Miss
Cade. But on this occasion shelet me off without furthercross-
questioning, only condescending to inform me that the light
in question issued from the lodge, and not the house, The
lwggrage and poor Meg, Rayue (or Nichols) were following on
behind; we had bidden farewell to Sir Donald Howard at
Keswick, and Miss Cade, M. Valentine, and 1 had had a ten-
mile drive throwgh the falling darkness of the October night
wlone together. .

The air was bitterly chill, and 1 shivered in spite of many
wraps., 1 was frightened, too, as well as cold, and longed, yet
dreaded, to reach our journey’s end. We drove through the
all, stone gateway, under a curious arch which spanned the
road, past the squat cottage which did duty as porter's lodge,
and then seemed to be swallowed up by outer darkness and
crowding trees.  The twin lunps on the big, old-fashioned car
ringe, if they threw a gleam of light ahead, at all events gave
us none as we Kat inside.  We could see our hands before our
fuces. 1 could distinguish the outline of Miss Cade's repulsive
profile and Mr. Valentine's fleshy nose and handsone, if some.
what animal, mouth and chin.  That was all.

We might have been winding our way through the gloomy
wilderness of forest, which hid from the world the palace of
the Skeeping Beauty,

Sometimes the avenue wound, and apparently almost
doubled onitself.  Again it went on straight and undeviat-
ingly. To me—ncrvous, excited, blindfolded by the darkness—
it seemed that we must have traversed miles before we came
suddenly into the twilight of a cdearer space, and saw the
lights in a long, two-storeyed house, twinkling out at us.

Afterwirds 1 knew that the drive extended Jittle more than
aquarter of i mile,

The house, so far as 1 could sce, was shaped somewhat
after the fushion of & Maltese cross. In front was a short,
square tower, bhuilt up u storey higher, perhaps, than the
remainder of the house, and beetling like a great prominent
forcheud over the receding and (sumchow) sceretive looking
front door. A long wing cxtended on cither side, and 1 kearnt
later that there was also an cxtension behind, following out
the iden of the cross.  Although the building scemed to cover
2 good deal of ground, it was not nearly so Iarge as it looked
to the unaccustomed cye; it was awkwardly designed, and
with its small windows, ity dark walls of stone, and its flap-
ping deapery of illkept vines, rescmbled a prison far more
than a gentleman’s country house.

Although 1 did not note all its defects at first sight, the
glimpse I got as I was being helped out of the carriage wasnot
culivening, and a scnse of hopclessncss and depression settled
down upon me. The wind had risen, and begun to wail
among the pincs, like the weird voice of a wandering spirit,
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*FThis is your welcome to the Dark ouse,” it scemed to
whisper in my ears, *all the welcome yvou will ever have!
And were it your dirge it could seareely be more doletul.™

IFL had indulged in any soothing visions of heing met at
the door and taken to the avms of my stepmother, they would
now efleetually have heen dispelled. The black, repellent piece
of oak remained fast elosed until the coachman (there was no
(botmun) clambered down trom his seat and set up @ wost
tremendous knocking,  Then the door was opened by a thin
little wisp of an old man, whose perfectdy bald liead shone
with a polished ghitter in the wavering firelight which formed
his background,

“Lady Mary desired me to say she was somewhat indis-
pased, or she wonld have liked to cotie downstairs and meet
you,” this personage informed me, when | had steppedinto the
passage which ran along under the tower, and then opeaed
into a big, square hatl, *She would fike you to rest and warm
vourself for a fow minutes, il you please, and when she had
aword with Miss Cade would be glad if you conld step up and
see her in her boudoir,” the old butler went on.

There was something which suggested ascene on the stage
ahout my first glimpse of the interior of the Dark House—that
place destined to hold so many strange experiences for me.

I laoked through fram the tront door, as Tsaid, underalow.
browed passage, pamnclled to its ceiling in black oak. 1 knew
that I must be standing beneath the tower, which jutted over
the entrance, but there was evidently no ingress to the regions
above from this old passage. Beyond the vista of comparative
darkuess (which would have been blankness, too, save for a
couple of arm-chairs that did sentinel duty on cither side a
carved chest, arich Turkish ruy or two on the polished tloor,
and a great-grandfather clock which stood askew ina corner),
I could see into the Iarge square hall, its wide fireplace facing
me at a considerable distance. And as [ stepped out of the
passage—starting womentarily when w lune, black eat imped
suddenly across my very feet—1 found myself in acball whose
roof was the roof of the house itsel, with black beams Jost in
the gloom overhead.  The fire on the hearth, the candles on
the high mantel, and the one big, old-fashioned laump on a
table, were not adeguate to the task of illuminating so vast a
place.  But here and there, in the galleries which skirted the
walls at the height of cach of the two storeys above, lights of
some kind had been placed, which twinkled out of the dimaess
like small stars.

The wide stairease (with its earved bhalustrade), which
wountd upward to the left, was also brightened by a paie of
candles held 0 the hand of a halfonude bronze figure, And
from the seat | soon drew up in front of the fireplace I could
see three large doors, which opencd into the wings of the
huilding.

Could I ever feel at home in this strange house? 1 asked
mysell. And for the first time 1 was as grateful as 1 ought to
have been long ago to Mrs, Rayoe for following me into my
imprisonment.

I had scareely sat down when My, Valentine Gracme caume
in, sud began warming his hands at the blaze.

*Well, Miss Rutland,” he said. “*how do you think you
will Tike your new home ?°°

1 was just wondering,” I said, rather dolefully, and then
was angry with myself for answering a man 1 had already
made up my mind to dislike, in so friendly a manner.

*Ab, but you mustn't judge too hastily,” he returned, * The
place has o certain charm, as I think you'll admit if 1 repeat
my question at the end of a fortnight.”

** But you won't be here then to repeat it, will you, I asked,
in surprise.

“15m going to try very hard to be. My aunt, Lady Mary,
is w most fascinating woman—ua marvelous woman, indeed.
But she’s not youny, and she's in heavy grief just now—-="

**Whicl is my grief, too,” interrupted rather sharply.

* Yes, of course.  But you were almost a stranger to yYour
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father, while, for 10 years or so, she has been his constant
companion, and his devoted nurse for months.”

“Was my father ilt for o long time, then? 1 have heard
nothing of that—indeed, I've been told nothing at all.”

“ Qhe-cr—=] helieve he was more or less of an invalid,' Mr.
Valentine admitted, with o slight change of  countenance,
which seemed to say that he vegrettedan inadvertence, **But”
—very hastilv—""as | was going to remark, it will be so lonely
here for you, hefore you get accustomed to the place, and fit
into ats ways, to be the only young person about, that I was
wondering if [ couldn’t manage tittle hotiday for a few weeks,
and keep you company.”

“Oh!” 1 exclaimed in ungrateful surprise. Then, after a
pause which spoke londer than words: ** You really musn't
trouble yourself on my account. I'm never lonely, 1 assure
you.”

The firelight showed me a dull gleam of anger in his eyes,
which contradicted the feigning smiles.  But what he would
have answered ©was never to know, for, at that moment, Miss
Cade came rustling down the winding stairs, saying: ©* My
dear, Lady Mary is ready and anxions to see you. Will you
come with me?*”

Aly heart began beating as if [ bad a little hammer in my
breast,

CHAPTER VI
LADY MARY,

We went half around the fiest gallevy, looking down into
the hall, and then, Miss Cade, pushing a heavy crimson curtain
aside, we penetrated into a passage which cut in two the right
wing, On cither side were two doors, revealed by the light
from a hanging lamp, made of cut-glass in different colors.

“Those rooms,” explained Miss Cade, pointing to the
doors on the left, * were your father’s. 1 aceupy them now, in
order to be near Lady Mary. The other two are hers. The
servants sleep in the long wing at the back (though there
aren’t many just now; poor Lady Mary has been cutting
down expenses).  The four rooms, like these, in the left wing
are empty, ready for visitors when any come, and in the tower
you are to sleep.”’

*Ohl 1 don't think I should like that! It sounds so lone-
some and away from everybody ! § impulsively exclaimed.
But Miss Cade, appearing not to have heard, was already
tapping at Lady Mary's door.

A murmured response caune, and we eatered.

The room was a ** boudoir” by courtesy, but it was not
what my fancy—Dbuilt upou stolen novel-reading—had pictured
w houdoir to bz There were no dainty trifles about, no
ruflled chintzes, o low tables and lounges, tlowers, or scat.
tered books and work.

All was dark and stately and businesslike.  Heavily-draped
windows, tall hookeases, a large, plain writing-desk, such as
men miight usein offices, a fusw portrats on the wall, a few
rugs primly laid upon an inlaid floor, a table covered with
papers, and a couple of substantial casy.chairs drawan near
the fire.

All this was impressed upon my retina with a single glance,
though at the tine 1 thought I saw nothingsave the tall igure
which rose slowly from its seat by the desk.

“BEve!” uttered a sweet, low contralto voice; and before 1
kaew what | was doing my hand was clasped by my step-
mother's,

Iooked up at her, half awed, half fascinated.  But whether
the sense of fascination was an agreeable one or not, 1 could
not have told. Lady Mary was very beautiful, the most
beautiful woman by far I had ever seen in my secluded life.
1 found that the image which 1 had held in my memory for so
many years was a distorted one, like a face seen in a defective
and discolored glass.

She had no look of youth, nor had she any look of age.
Her period of lite secemed that of & marble Venus de Medicis.
It was impossible to faney her ever having been a chitd, or
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even a young airl. Sheamust ahways have appeared as she did
now, and it would be a sacrilege against beanty o helieve
that she could ever change,

1 should think she must have been neardy five feet ten in
height, Even talll willowy Miso Rayne wondd have heen
dwarted heside her.  Her figure was perfect o its matmed
npeness. The hand that held mine had long, tapering ingers,
with filbert nails of 2 delicate pinkuess, caclt one of which was
aseparate hutde gem to marvel at and adunre. Her throat
vose like o maable eolumn above the dead Dlack of the triling
drapeties, made in the tashion of go dress T had ever seen, save
perhaps in old pictures, when Fhad been takenby some weacher
to Burlington House. The davk brown haor was parted i the
middleand folded down overthehttle ears hke thedusky wings
of a raven. 1could have imagined 1t worn in no otherway.
Aud the fuce lookedvut of the soft fraune withanwondrousrads.
ance Theeyes were large and bright andconmmuanding, almond-
shaped, and long at the outer edues, but they nught soften,
parhaps, wider the steghy, black taches The brdge of the
somewhat large nose was high and finelyv.cut as that ot an
tdeal Minerva, the ows not very heavily o hed, bhut sug-
cesting impertiousuess  The mounth perteetty shaped, though
vot small, and the fall hps Iving seaalet as the petals ot o
sevaninm flower agaomst the wax white of the clear, unwninkled
skin I there were taalts m the tace—though T was too con-
pletely dazed to see thens then—they lay in the tact that the
eves were, perhaps, i httde too close together, the totchestd too
low, the chun 2 thought too heavy,

But [ only knew that I was gazing ainto the eyes ot a
goddess of beauty, and 1 tairly  gasped iy sarprise and
admiration.

Fhough T did not speak, it conld not have been hard tor
her to read my thoughts, “lrusy,”™ she said softly, il yon
have been picturing an agre, you find yourself mistaken, my
child,  Wemust seally be very kind to cach other, you amd 1.

*1—=) hadn't thought yvou an ogie,” 1 protested, stammer.
inghy. " But I sopposed=1 tancwd son would he old and—
ditflerent.”

She shrogged her shoulders @ ittde, 1 am old—aor 1 am
forty, which is another word tor okl But what does that
matter to a woni who has lost b sneentive 1o keep her
youth? You have heen inchined to feel prcjudiced agmnst me,
Eve, because you think, no doubt, 1 have hept you from your
Grther and your home. But ] had the hest of reasons, and all
with an exe to your future good. Now, T hope @ilthough i
have much to do for 1am a very busy woman in my own way,
and weomay not see much of cach other, even while under the
Are you willing

same root) that we shadl be good friends.
totry?

*Yes,” 1altered.

She did not otter to kiss me, but Iaid her hand lightly fora
moment onmy hair, and the touch of 0 theilled me through
and through in the most extsaordinary manner

CHAPTER V1L
IN THE TOWER ROOMS,

Half an hour Iuter Miss Cade conducted me to that part of
the Dark House wluch had Leen set apart for iy accommoda-
tion.  We had to go avomund the gadlery ance moreas far as the
very middle of the front, and there was 1 door which led up a
thigght of stirs, and so into the tower room.

1 did not again wention my objection to the selection which
had been made, though T sull felt it But 1 was nnan odidly
exalted state of mind. 1 could sce nothing, think of nothing
save my stepmother Her voiee rang in my ears after the door
hid heen shut hetween us, and 1 dined not gquestion the plans
she had formed for me.

To my joy, Mrs, Rayne,in the neat and unremarkable guise
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of Nichols, opened the door of iy new habitation as our feet
sounded on the unearpeted stairs,

Miss Cade would, 1 think, have followed me further, and
into the room itself, bat, seeinge Mys. Rayne, 1 thanked her
civilly for her gaidance, and added that 1 need trouble her no
maore. She then retreated, looking somewhat sullen and dis.
appointed.  And it Miss Cade's faee could have appeared less
prepossessing than in its novmal state it must have been when
clonded with sulkiness

“Mrs Rayne. 1 have seen her!™ 1 gjaculated, as soon as the
door was closed.

*Hush=hush? for Heavew's sake, dear!” she evied, throw-
wmy out imploring hands. **You must learn—the sooner the
hetter—that the walls in this house have ears. Even in your
thoughts [ st be Nichols—not hing more,”

*Oh, nonsense ! 1 remarked, with aggravating nonchal.
anee, born of my exalted mouod, as [ sank inte a big armchair
and looked about the cheerful little room. I believe all along
vou've been too sensational. Not that I'm not grateful and
glad to bave you with me, for Iv'e been getting so fond of you
the last few days: 1 never thoughe [ should care as wueh. But
[don't believe there's anvthing to be afraid of in this house,
atter all 10s adreary old pliace outside, to be sure, and the
Lake was entongh to ve one the horrors at this time of night,
The hall, ton, i queer and dreary, hut eather handsome, and
1 don't thank 1 shall mind being in the tower a bit. | fancied 1
should, but it is o bright and pleasaut heve. ! suppase Lady
AMary wust have had all these pretty things, such as girds like,
and the white curtains everywhere, put in to please me, don‘t
vou? And then she is o wonderful, Mrs, R==Nichols, T mean.
1 feel=1 feel somehow possessed by her!™

TARIT Whether the gacolation were of pain or pleasure 1
did not stop in that monment to analyze,

* How good of you 1o unpack for me," I went on. 1 feel 2

wreteh when you do things like that. You mustn’t, you know,

.

except betore peaple.

TSI she said again warningly, with a quick glance at
the door. * You ought to know by this time itis, and will he,
my wreatest happiness to make you comfortable.  Bute—"'

I was seareely listening,  “She is so beautiful,” 1 said
dreanmiy. 1 don’t wonder so much that my poor father was
fascinated by her: T think 1 eould easily fall under her influence
maselt””

Mrs, Rayae had turned away from me as 1sat soliloguizing
and cmbracing my koces. 1 thought—suddenly remembering
her existence—that shie was going out through a small door
under ncurtain 1 had not noticed before, and 1 ealled to her:
*That’s your romn nest to mine, 1 suppose, isn't it ?

1t s not 2 reom at all” she guictly answered; “only a
deep cupboard built into the wall, where T am hanging sum;- of
your dresses.™

* But "=beginning to wake up a littde more to the realities
avouwnd me=""surcely you have 2 room next this, or, at any
rate, in the storey above. I'm not to be left in the tower all
alone ™

* My voom is in the wing at the back, among the—other
servants,™

“Oh, what a shame!  But there must be some mistake.
Lady Mary really seems to be very kind, and—and 'l gro ang
knock  again at her door and speak to her ahout it
immediately.”

T oafraid that will be no use, dear. It was the house.
keeper—a strange old creature, like most of the people in the
house—who showed me where T was to be, And when 1 asked
i there was not one little cuphoard of i place, no matter how
small, where might be near you in the tower, she said it was
by Ladv Mary's eapress ovders that Miss Rutland®s maid was
to sleep in the back wing,  The only other room in- the tower
{which is dircetly over this) was full of old luggage and all
sorts of rubbish, she explained.”

“Ugh!* 1 gave a little shudder.

“F'm not used to being
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half 2 mile away from everybody at might. [ shan't ke i
at atl.”

She came close to my chair and bent over me, whispering in
my ear as if she was still afvaid  that someone might be
listenings ontside the door. “ Don’t ask for any change. I'm
sure it would be useless,”™ *Aud dow't mind for a
few nights—a tortnight or so. There's no danger. No harm
will be tet to come near you: bhut afterwards, when things are
settled one way or the other, T will sleep close beside you—
closer even than the room above. Trust me to findoutaway,”

“Why do vou think shall be safe at first, and not by.and.
bye 2 1 questioned fearfully.

*Oh, don’t misanderstand me. 1'm not meaning 1o frighten
you,” she eried, starting away from me a littde. s only
that, when it can be areanged, 1 should like to he as near to
you as possible. Yon—you might be ill. or need me for some.
thing in the night.”

1 could not comprehend her, and the old distrost was
stealing back, for 1 was bewitched with Lady Mare's image,
and conld not bear that Mrs. Rayne's innuendoes should bhae
the new brightness it wore in my eyes. However, whether
intentionally or not, she had suceceded in rendering me nucoms-
fortable, and 1 rose restlessly from the depths of my big chair.

“It isn't unice to have an empty room over me,” | pro-
nownced,  ** This is exactly the sort of honse for a ghost-story
and, though 1 hope I'm not veally silly enough to be superstis
tions, still T can't help fecling a Biatle ereepy. Of course, any
wellregulated ghost would choose i tower to hauat,”

Mrs. Rayne only smiled @ little, and I went on: 1 wonder
low one gets into the room above? 1 hope there's no seeret
door opening on ta a stairease or something of thesort in this,
but I shouldn’t be surprised.  Oh, Mrs., Rayne—=Nichols—I can
see by your face that there is one, und youw've already found
itont!

Without a word she erossed to @ far corner of the roowm
(which was of octagonal shape) andlifted the chintz hangiugs,
which, with the vose-vine pattern, so greatly modernized and
brightened the place.  Behind the draperies the walls were
onk-panclled, like most of the others 1 had seen in the house so

she said.

. But, though 1 followed Mres, Rayne, and peeved aver her
shoulder, I conld ohserve nothing which suggested the presence
of s door.  In another instant, however, she had touched a
panel—perhaps in a peeuliar wav—and it, with three or four of
its fellows slid softdy back. .\ small, dark opening, just wide
enotgh for a human heing to squecze  through,  gaped
mcannily at us,

*Did you find this to-night, or—did you know of'it before 2
I murmared in an awestruck whisper.

*1oundit; but 1 had heard there was a seeret door, and 1
determined would discoverit. Run, dear, if you want to see
what is heyond, and lock the door of your voom,™

1 did so, and tip-toed bhack to her, having snatched a candie
from the mantel. .

*Shall T go?* she asked.

* No, uo,” impatiently.
myself whatis there.””

She slipped through the openiug between the panels, and 1
handed her the candle. Then T followed. Before us rose a
skeleton stairease, not unlike a ladder.  Mrs, Rayae went first,
1 keeping close behind her, My heart was beatinr very fast,
and T felt as though, somehow, 1 were lving in the chapter of
an old-fashioned novel.

In 2 moment more Mes, Rayne had reached the top, and a
curious little clicking noise told me that another door in a
pancl had yielded to her skilled touch.  Aud the very thought
that it should he thus skilled seemed to frighten we as much
as, or more than, all beside,  How and when and why had she
been in the Dark House before? In what way had she come
by her knowledge of its seeret ways, and why did she persist
in making a mystery of herself to me?

I scraumbled up after her, nevertheless, as softly as 1 could,
and presently we stood together—the candle held high over
Mrs. Rayne's head=in & room of about the same size and
shiape as mine.

Whaever had informed Mrs. Rayue that this was veserved
as a store place for luggage and disused odds and ends had
told a deliberate lic.

“1 must be with you, and see for

(10 BE CONTINUED.]
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Pﬂays 5_Flayers

AT THE CITY THEATRES.

HIS s ot the gitst tme Lady Windermere ~ Fan has been plaved
Montteal, but it has uever recened i more cotscientions or pleasiog
presentation than at the hands of the dock company of the {heatee

I'he play s mteresting i wself, and 1t s well handled by the

compun, andabo nweely staged  Miss lelen Byron plavs aly Wader-

were and Mr Luaus Henderson Lord Windermere Phe vadevitle

features this week comprise Watlh Clarke, a0 German comedan , W

Sullvan, with banjo solos, and the Broadway oo, o dascal taen.

L [ ] *

Francas

FIMHERE s not much i Fhe Cackoo except 4 by no means elesating
l story of attempted comugal mfidehin, bronght to an unsceessful
issue by an estremels Laghable, but by no means improbable, senies
of errans, Hveny shaching thimgs do not happen s not the faalt of Me
and Mrs. Penfoid, or of Hugh Farmnt, M Penfold s ardent adonrer.
My, Clavton Winte, Miss Ameha Bingham and Mr. Joseph Holland, as
th + three characters named, are The other members
of the company, with a ®possible exception i Mr. Charles Rowser, as
Colefan, avery cheeky o servant, are quie subordmate The clever
acting of the man parts sedeems 1 he Cachoo from aanimty Tos aovery
Frenchy skt with “aotlang to it except tminesty of the manal tie
Phat s albthat can besatd. Ve, therecan be no doabt that patrons of the
Acadenn this weeh have emoved the humor and spggestiveness of the
prece, which is of a tvpe quote oo common on the stage in \menicae
L] - L]

“the whole show

AISSANN APV A FAY and company began a seven mghits engage-
\' ment at the Windsor Hall on Wednesday evenmg - Miss Fas s
performancd s aionteresing il nnstenons one, atid she has some
clever entertamers with her People who love to be pussled, and to
attempt the solution of ditticult problems, should see Miss Fay before her
engagenent closes
* L] *
COMING ATTRACTIONS.
JER MATESTY S reopens neat week wih Three Jattle Lambs, from
ll the Fifth Aveaue Theatre, New York  Flisas saud to be a very
sparkhing prece. The Chastmas attraction at Her Maygesty's will
be a new come opera, entitted A Chinese Romance  In addition to a
big company of known people, there wall be 13 Chinese anists.  For
New Year's week, they have Arizona, a Western metodrama, by Gus
Thomas.  On Thutsday esening, December 2, there will be a prano
recital by Joseffy at Her Majesty s,

A A R.JAS, H WALLICK celebrated the fifueth pecformance of “The
h Dary Farm at the tyth Street Theatre, New York, last Monday

ceventng by presenting to every I\tl\' present one of the pretuest
aned oSt ungue sousemiry ever given away in New York. It consisted
of a mimature mlk-can done in s ver and platmum, It goes without
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saying that the house was packed 1o the doors.  ‘The Dairy Farm has
made one of the solid hits of the New York season, and Manager Rosen-
quest has twice extended the engagement, which will now close on
December23. Several hundred clergymen have vissted the theatre during
the run of The Dairy Faem, and many of them have wrtten very culo-
gistic letters in praise of Miss Eleanor Mereon's charnung play, com-
paring it with The Lattle Muster moats sweet, clean and wholesome
comedy, ‘The entire production, cast and scenery will be seen at the
Academy of Music, week commencing Januiry 22,

\\ HAT was considered the leading farcical attraction during the most
successful New York season ever known 1s Sydney Rosenfeld's
great laughing hit, ‘The Parple Lady. It waanteriapted in the
haght of us prosperous run at the Byou Theatre, New York, where it
probably could have continucd during the entire season.  Besides being
a murth-provoking and langhable fiarce, 1ts theme ss clawned to be ongnal,
with all the sparkle and humor of a Freach farce, without any of uts
indecencives, which, at this period, is a novelty in itself. It has been
unanimously conceded to be the best farce that has been produ ed for
years, and will be presented at the Academy of Music on Monday night
for the fust tme,  ‘The fasce tells the story of a young woman who posed
for an artist, and who was known ever afterwards as “The Parple Lady.
‘The artist, having won fame, is about to marry a young woman living
near Boston, where the scene of Mr. Rosenfeld's play is Jocated. Oun the
eve of the weddmg, however, the former model arrives and claims prior
right to the atfections of the artist.  As a balm for her injured heart, she
claims 810,000 and many complications and situations arnve hefore she
gets it. Before her identity is known to the artist’s future bade, a fnend
of lus abducts The Parple Lady.  The play was an enormous suctess at
the Bijou ‘Theatre in New York List season, and, so far this scason, has
had remarkable suceess in the vanous citics in which it has been
presented. Tt will be interpreted by a company selected with great care,
including Frank flatch, Robert Rogers, C. H. Robertson, James
Carew, Henry Stockbndye, ‘Theresa Maxwell, Laura Nelson Hall, Olive
Porter, lousse Mclntosh, Edith Ives, Lillian Avann and several others
equally well known,
- * -
\S a production coming just before the holiday, few better selections
11 could have been made than Bootles' Baby, which is to be given at
the ‘Theatre Francais nest week.  Bootles' Baby is too important
a favonte in Montreal to require any pronuscuous advance puffing,  Itis
a drama full of heart interest, rich comedy, stirring ¢ imases, and,
altogether just such a play as the theatregomyg public are fond of.  Mi.
1 ucius Henderson will play Bootles,  The vaudeville il will be headed
by the Zara ‘Vrio, of which a conmemporary says: ** The Zara Tio was
received with round after round of applanse, and well they might be;
for their rapidly following illustranons of the soldiers and peasants of all
nations, showing the various arm manuals, dnlls, ete. necessiating no
less than 27 changes of costume without leaving the stage, were nothing
ess than eyeopeners,”
- - L]

THE STAUE IN GENERAL.
ADAME MELBA savs that the truest compliment she ever recened

was from a hute oy out West, who Dlushimgly semarked, © Yon
can sing mcer than my pop can whistle on b fingers

)\

ACADEMY Special ! !

Week Wedtiesduy
Bewatsing DE‘ and
Moneday satunday

Matinees

SYDNEY RObI:M ‘ELD'S
GREAT Ntw Yok LATGHING SUCOEns,

™ PURPLE LADY

PRICES—~25c. s0c. 75¢. $1.00.

SEATS NOW ON SALE. . . Prices us usual,

THEA'T'RE  w.c.puiLues,
FRANCAIS. o

The Charming Comedy Deama . . .

BooTiLEs’ Basy

And the ZARA TRIO, presenting soldiers
and peasants of all nations.

Phone East 316 for seats,

The Canadian Contingent
is ondered to the front, Lut Benns Beos * Pianos

havesluways been there, The New Christins Stoek
of these eelebnited Instriments §s oh view at

~ LAYTON BROS'.

. Opposite
Warerooms : 144 Peel St. powinion Squnre,
and can be seen every eventigg until w0,

Lessee and Mgr.

MONTREAL
ENTERTAINMENT
BUREAU....

For the supply of

Voealists, Tnstrnnentalists,  Oprchestrus,

Tacturens, and Elocutionists for C oncerts,

Babquets,  Musicales, Kt‘(c,.iﬂl)lh. At-

Homes, cte. For woslulua mldres

The Montrea! Entertainment
Bureau
2331 St. Catherine Street,

1l Tel. 2071 Up. (Ganudian Forvign

Maal

F. C. CAPON,
Manager.

Boston.

\ I’CAND MRS, FRANK MURPRY,

] of Her Majesty’s Threatre, by arnngenment
with Mr, Edwin Knowles, Mamgier of the 5th
Avenue Theatre, New York,
nnnownee the |-n-|uulun for the fint thie
Montrend, week commencling

= Monday Evening, Dec. 11,799,

Matinees: Wednesday und \unmhu‘
of the Musien] Comedy,

THREE LITTLE LAMBS.
Book by R A, Barnct, Musie by E. W, Corllss,
Direet from six big sweeks at Tremont Theatre,
Sents atel Boaes iy e Reserved by

Personid or Mall Onder ut the Box Otlice of
HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE,
c Cavy Dec. 28, Qae Nl L Only—RAFAKL JOEFRY,
*u QUreat Pianist.

Munagers

Windsor Hall

SEVEN NIGNHYS,
DEC. 6 to 13.

Marvellous —mwem

ANNA F'

EVA
and Company of Clever Enter
tulners. Many uul-pw features,

including Miss Fay's latest
Oricntal Sensation,

“Somnolency."
Reserved Soats, 28c., §00.
Onsnleat Shaw's Munle Store.

have the pleasure to
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Everyone
Having False Teeth
Should Use

COVERNTON'S

FRAGRANT

Carbolic Tooth Wash

As it dleanses aind handens the gums,
disinfeets the plate, thereby keeplug
the breath sweet. Highly recommcend-
o by the Teaing dentlsts of the elty.
Hie stire and get that prepaned by

C. J. Covernton & Co.

Cor. Bleury and Dorchester 8ts,
For 8ale by all Druggtsts.

Jos. BENNETT

FLORIST
Choice Cut Flowers and Plants.
136 Peel St., Montreal,  Greenhiouses . Lachine,

Telephons up tAS1.
BARGAINS {n New

and Second-Hand P IANOS

at W. M. Leach’'s Plano Parlors, 240
B Cathienne S tneur Diuunneud S o)
12.8.=Sale Depet for the Cele- Houldave stock
hiated Maerls Upright tano, now on view,

CTHERE seems to be a great deal of
trouble connected with office
holding,” remarked the man who ob-
serves,
“No,” replied the aspirant. *Office
holding is casy enough. It's office get.
ting that causes the difticulty.”

'rllli days when a cat with six toes on

each foot was valued are past, but
it is interesting to hear that this pecuii-
arity is hereditary. The sceretary to the
Royal Botanic Society at Bath has a
common mouser with 24 toes, and he has
had several generations in his house, and
all, without any exception, were equally
well provided withstanding accommoda.
tion.

MUSICAL CARDS,
A YOUNG LADY - -
gnuluate of an Ontarto Collegiate Institute,
who has biad s thorough Musferl trining
and expericnee in tenehing chitdren, desires
a position a8 Governess of 1z Com-

panion o clderly tady ar ihvalid,
References requined and exchauged,

Address: R. R, M., ‘‘Life,” Montreal.

JOS. VENABLES

(Tenor Solulst, Erskine Church)
1s prepated to secefve pupils in

«VOCAL INSTRUCTION
For terms, etc., apply at residence, 69 Hutchison St

RATTO BROS.

35 8t. Louls 8t.,, MONTREAL

Open for ehgagements for Balls, Dances, Recep-
tious and  cutertaliments of att kinds where
cholce music is required.  Any nuinber of pleces

led.
upe Ball Telohone. Maln 2179,

MUSICAL

CARDS.

TR MOUNTREAL

CONSERVATORY

OF MUSIC.

938 & 9040 Dorchester S, nenar Mouniain,
Developmont in all Leasc oot s = Tarms: Stelt-
Iy usha dZuroge i Uotarve, o v 4 histutation hour,

Wb dally, Furpraspectig, u; 1y

MR. C. E. SKIFERT, Dircctor.,

Bertha Belasco-Burland,

PIANOFORTE TUITION.

Pupll of br. Jedllezka, Ritndworth-Scharwenkan
Conservatory, Berlin,

Tessons given at Dominjon College of Music or
ut papil’s restdence,

For termg, cte., apply
J. W, SHAW & CO,, 2274 St. Catherine St.

JOHN B. NORTON, LIC. MUS.

ORGANIST AND MUSICAL DIRECTOR OF
CHRINT CHURCH CATHEDRAL,

Lessons in PIANOFORTE and ORCAN
PLAYING, VOCAL CULTURE and the
THEORY OF MUSLIC, 'upile prvpared tor
the Eswmtentlons of the Cnlvendty of Blshop's
Coltes, Tanuoxvilie, and the Boaminton (S4lcge

of Musle, 69 BISHOP 8T.

MR. W. H. DINGLE,

Organibst of Uougins Chureh, nccepts
engagementsus

Solo Organist and Concert Accompanist.

Lessoms given in Piano and Ongan-Playing, Sing.
tng utd Theary of Muste.

Address : 19 Chomedy St.

S. Ernest Gibson, L.L.C.M.
Pupll of Sir Chax, Hulle,
Organilst of Melville Cliareh, Westmount,
TEACHER of PIANOFORTE AND SINGIRG

Papils trined for the examinations of the
Assovinted Boand if requingd,

2440 8T, CATHERINE 8T.

PitoNg U 993,

Horace W. Reyner, Mus. B.

Ongandst and Choir Divector
Nt. Jusnes the Apostle, !
Cotductor Motet Cholr,

Advanced Lessons Planoforte, Oratorio Sing-
Ing, ttarmony, Counterpoint, Fugue, etc,

Pupils prepuned for Univenity Musteal Eswmns,
Phape Up i, 104 St. Matthew St.

WM. SULLIVAN

TEACHER
OF

Violin, Banjo,
Mandolin and Guitar

49 AYLMER STREET.

P.8,—~0rchestr (urndshied for Bulls, Parties, cte,
Phone up town 1w,

NICHOLAS EICHHORN

Piantst, Onmntst and 240 St Urbain St
Coneert Accompuanist. MONTREAL.
1nls prepared for the concert platform,
Touch and Teohnique a Spaciaity,
Itepertoire comprehendimg Chopin, Meudelssohn,
Beethoven, ele.
Pinnist of the Mendelsohn Trio, organized 1848,

Music Without Tears

For Children in the

FLETCHER . .
MUSIC METHOD

Piano, Harmony, eto.

MRS, H. 0. WILSON and
MISS ELIZABETH DAVIDSON,
STun10s, 2, 8, 8 KARN HaLL,
Schools and Private Classcs by arrsugemeut.
\

DR
“THE ASSOCIATED BOARD

OF THE

RUOYAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC and
the ROYAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC,
London, England,

Estabdlished for :oul Examinations {n

Pretident:
LR The Prasce oF Wabks, K.G.
Assoociated Board:
THOMAS TREELFALL. Esq. {R.AML),
Chisframn,
Hon. C. W, SPENCER LYTTELTON, .13, (R.C.M.),
Deputy-Chalriman,
Sir ALEXANDER C. MACKENZIE, Mus, Doc.,
St Ay, Cantab, et Elin,,
Trinviiml of R, A, Masfe,

SAMIEL MTREN, Esy.

Prof. Jamex bEwaR, KRS, 1 Royal

BoNaMY DoBtes, s, Academy

WALTER MaclAnRREN, B, of
Music.

CAVE. ALBERTO RANDEGGER

Sir Huenent H Paney, Mus, Doc.,
Cantab, ¢t Oxon,, INCL.,
Direetor of R, G, Musie,

Sie WaLTe: Pagrar, Mug, Doe,, Oxon,

Prof. C. ViLigie STasronn, D.C.L., Royal
Mus, Doce., Cantad, et Oxon, College

SieARTHUR SULLIVAN, Mus, Doe., o
Cantab, et Oxon, Music.

FRANKLIN TavLOR, Esg.

Hon. Treasurer:
Ciants Monney, Esq.. M.P,
President for Canada:
1L.E. The Govertor-General, The Rt. Hon.
the Eant o MINTO, G.C.M.G.

Hon. General Representative for Canada.
Lt.-Col. J. BAYNE MacLEas, Montreal,

Hon. Local Representatives:

Charlottetown, PE.I: ,

Hon, Mr, Justice Wanpunton
Halifux: His Honostr, Lt..Gov, M. B. DaLy.
St John, NoB: B L MeLeas, Esq, Q..
Quebee: Hon, R, R. Dongta, M.P,
Montreal: Hon, L. J, ¥ .
Ottuwn . Mr, SRERIPE §
Kitgston s Joux Staw $x)
Torouto: Lt-Col. J, 1. Davitsox,
Humilton: Anay Brows, Ksq,
Lotdon: Sirdony CARLING, R.C.M.G.
Winniper: Rev, C WL Gorboy, M.\ DD,
Vancouver, B.C.0 Rev, 1P, Usprging, MoA,
New Westmninster, B.C.: AL E Wit Esq.
Victorin, B.C. 0 3L \Waisit WiNnLE, Fsq,

The Boanl represenits the two great ehnrtercd
teaching Institutions  of "the Empine=the only
ones n-cci\'lu{: Governtent all, viz. the Royul
Academy and Royal College of Musie, and was
ftself constituted g« wn exnmintng not a teach.
fag body,  lis ol?cct is to otTer to those ehgnged
tn teaching, unbinssed and unprejudived examis
nations, conducted by eminent” musicians o
world-wlde notoricty, sael names s Sir. J. F,
Bridge, SirGeo, Martin, Professor E. Prout, and
Messes, Fo L Cowen, ¢ H. Llovd, E Fanning,
W, Hoyt, s well as the eminent members of the
Bosrd appenring fn theie published dist of ox-
ambners,  The great success nttaftied {n Great
Britain has led to 8 deghied hmprovement in
the teaching of tnusic and the exposure of fne
ferior teachers and of examimations where the
.wcurin{: of fees were the main objeet mther than
a testof a cutidblate’s Knowledge, No member of
the Boand revelves any remunemation whatever
for their services.

Examinations are held fn all grndes from junlor
puplistothose for teachers, Certitlentes aregmut-
ed but no degrees are catiferred, the Boand in no
way interfering with—but, on the other hand en.
couraging=further univenity tralning,

Next year the Boand will hobt {ts annual ex.
wminntions for the thind thne i Catndn s follows:

The Theory Papers, In elements of Music, Har-
mony and Counterpoint, early fnJune next.

The Practieal, consisting of examinations in
Pinnoforte, Onzan, Violin, Singing, Harp, dte., bes
tween the 10th and Soth Junie, !i‘hc exnet dates
will be duly announced. All entries close May 1st.

All lnformation, syllabug, forms of entry, cte,,
can be obtaitied of the flon. Rc[;mwmatlvcs in
cach local centre, or from the Assistant Scerctary,
P Boleyn Williame, Centel Otttee, Room 563,
Boan! of Trade Buflding, Montreal.

SAMUEL AITKEN, Hon.Scc'y.

N.DB.—The mualc, specimen theory. papers, ete,
can be obtslued from the lo~al minsic <elte1s orairect
from the tentrul Uftice. Montreal, where speciman
aiploms certificates niay beseen.
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WILL LORD LORNE & &
GO TO AUSTRALIA?

Whou'er the hend would wish to reign,
Fantastle, fiekle, flerceand vain?
Thou tany-hewded wonster thitg,
Oh, who would wish to be thy King »

HE Marquis of Lorne's name is mentioned
for the Governorship of Australin, That
post, when the new Commonweath is
fairly launched, will be one of impor-

tance. But would Lord Lorne fill it well?

Far be it from me to ask this question in any

captious or disrespectful spirit. The Aus-

tralians will be no casy people to govern,
and, while a Governor is not supposed to
rule, we know that a Queen's representative
must possess unusual powers of tact, diplo-
macy. restraint and knowledge of human kind.  Lord Lorne
daes not tack tor undoubted capacity, but, for some reason or
other, his carcer has no: been a brilliant one. During the

16 years that have elapsed since he lett Canada, he has not

been dogged by Fame, nor has he quite fulliled the expecta-

tions of admiring friends,

Certain obstacles to suceess have beset him. The fite of
men, not of royal birth, who marry into the Royal Family,
arouses the compassion of all tender-hearted persons.  Their
position is not well-defined. Their wives take official preced-
ence over them. They form the exception to the old social
rule, thar a wife rises or falls to her husband's position in
society.,  They are, doubtless, the objeet of some jealousy or
criticisin among the members of their own order. They are
crippled in public alfairs. When the Court Circular states that
the Queen commanded to dine at Windsor, il R 1L the
Marchioness of Lorne and the Marquis of Lorne,” you feel at
once that the divinity that doth hedge a king is still in active
operation in a democeratic age

A eynieal friend of mine once expounded to me the char.
acteristics of our Governors-General.  ** Lord Dufferin,” he
said, “talked to you.  Lord Lorne talked at you, Lord
Lansdowne talked with you.™ | tried to get a clearer expla.
nation of this deliverance, but the cvnie, like the oracle at
Delphi, would not read his own riddle.  Probably there was o
certain alootness about the Marquis.,  He was anindefatigable
Governor,  He attended all kinds of functions, and was hored,
like his predecessors and successors, by innumerable addresses.
He was generally respected.  He spoke fluently, but, practising
no trick of oratory and his humor being of a decorous kind,
his speeches have been forgotten. No ex-Governor has more
consistently and arduously served Canada than he.  Itis said
that he bas on more than one occasion put himself to incon-
venience to assist 4 Canadian wovement or promote a
Canadian interest in England.

But it is also reported that the Australian Governor is to
be a Viceroy, like the holder of that high office in India, and
that the Governor-General of Canada, and the Queen's repre-
sentative in South Africa (when the war is over) are to be
raised to the rank of Viceroys. Surcly this can be but idle
rumor. A Viceroy represents the Sovercign in a dependancy
(as Indin) or & portion of the Empire without a separate Par-
linment of its own (as Ircland). Canada and Australia, being
sclfgoverning colonies, would never consent to receive @t
Viceroy. To exalt the office at the expense of the colony so
honored would be a curious freak of Imperial policy, and I
simply decline to accept the rumor. Everyone knows that

MONTREAL LIFE

Canada has always heen exceedingly jealous about the powers
of her Governor-General,  To create Lord Minto a Viceroy
would be to raise once more that vexed question of a Gover-
nor's indefinite control, which, Mr. Blake, when Minister of
Justice, so stiflly combated.  Not even the constitutiona)
authority of Todd and Bourinot inclives us to the view that
our Governor has extensive powers which he can exercise
independently of the advice of his Cabinet.  Lord Lorne, early
in his career here, was instrumental in reviving the point. He
objected to Sir John Macdonald's dismissal of M. Letellier.
He referred it to London,  Mr, Gladstone’s Government told
him to take the advice of his Ministers.

Lord Lorne, heing heir to the dukedom of Argyle, is a
person of exalted station, as things go in England, but, since
his income cannot be more than the eldest son’s allowance,
and as he is a commoner without rank in the peerage, and at
the saume time is married to a Royal Princess with bhut £10,000
a year, the position of the Marquis ot Lorne is not without its
embarrassments.  The Duke of Argyle is a hale old man of 76,
distinguished by courage of an unusual kind, seeing that he
published a book when 78, and married his third wife when he
waus 72, The income from the estates is generally supposed to
be £50,000. When Lord Lorne suceeeds to the family dignities,
and takes his seat in the House of Lords as Lord Sundridge
and the Court Circular consents to refer to *“ the Dukeof Argyle
and H.R.H. the Duchess of Argyle” some of the incongruities
of the position will disappear.  Meantime the Marquis aug-
ments his income by literary work.,  He writes well,  [am not
referring to his poetry, because in these days evervone does
that indifferently well, and even you and I are perfectly aware
that our poetic efforts are above the ordinary, and will he
much admired in the twenticth century.  But Lord Lorne has
written, at least, one hook of considerable merit, and his
biography of Lord Palmerston is perhaps as agreeable a picee
of work, with as little conventional pomposity aboutit, as a
candid person can desire.  He had the courage to include in it
that old anecdote of ** Pam,” which may always be retold with
impunity and so admirably illustrates the temperament of the
sgenial and brilliant old jingo., Garibaldi, so the story ruas,
was about to visit England.  Popular enthusiasm demanded
an exeeptional welcome,  The Cabinet consulted. * Let us find
him a rich wife,” said Pam. *Oh, but he has one already.”
*Then we will get Gladstone to explain her away!t”

Perhaps the real difliculty in the way of Lord Lorne’s
aceepting an appointment abroad, is that the health of the
Princess hardly admits of a residence in a distant colony, and
the onerous social duties of a Vicercine.  That this charming
and accomplished woman would be loved wherever she went, is
very certain. But the Canadian experienice would scarcely
encourage arepetition elsewhere, and the Australian democracy
is as plain spoken and as exacting as its English progenitor,
The Australian politician is often, if the term he parliamentary,
a queer fish, They say that the first Prime Minister of the
Commonwealthislikely to be Mr. Lyne, a prince of medioerities,
who never lifted his finger to help on the Union and who came
to the front by mere accident in the political serimmage which
attended the downfall of the Reid Ministry at Sydney the
other day. Without really able experienced statesmen to
guide the helm, the early years of the Commonwenlth may be
politically tempestuous, until things have settled down and
the puny politicians have settled up.  Lord Lorne, the man to
preside over the rough-and tumble conditions of the new
State? No, the situation would require the practiced arts of a
Dufterin or the firm hand of a Pauncefote. It is said that
colonial Governorships are not sought after by the first men
now; in faet they can with difficulty be got to accept themt. In
any event I would only send my most implacable foe to that
rich and thriving colony, where the most preposterous fads
ripen into legislation, and where the demagogue flourishes like
a green by tree.

Vips,
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THE HORSE IN BATTLE.

VETERAN eavalry horse partakes of the hopes and fears

of hattle just the same as his rider. As the column

swings into line and waits, the horse grows nervous over the

waiting, If the wait is spun out, he will tremble and sweat,
and grow apprehensive,

It e has been six months in service hie knows every bugle
call.  As the eall comes to advance, the ridercan feel himwork-
ing at the bit with his tongue to get it between his teeth, As
he moves out e will either seek to go on faster than he should
or bolt. He cannot holt, however. The lines will carry him
forward, and after a minute he will grip, lay back his cars, and
one can feel his sudden resolve to brave the worst, and have
done with it as soon as possible,

A man seldom cries out when hit in the turmoil of battle.
It is the snme with a horse.  Five troopers out of six, when
struck with a bullet, are out of their saddles within n minute,
10 it in the Dreast or shoulder, up go their hands, and they
get acheavy fall; ifin the leg, or toot, or arm, they full forward
androll off.  Even with a foot cut off by a jagged picce of
shell, a horse will not drop. It is only when shot through the
head or heart that he comes dowa. He tmay be fatally
wounded, but hobbles out of the fight to right or left, and
stands with drooping head unti? . « loss of blood brings him
down, ]

The horse that loses his rider and is unwounded himself will
continue to run with his set of fours until some movement
throws him out.  Then he goes galloping here and there,
neighing with fear and alarm, but he will not leave the field,
In his racing about he may get among the dead and wouw .ded,
but be will dodge them if possible, and, in any case, leap over
them.  When he has come upon three or four riderless steeds,
they tall in and keep together, as if for mutual protection, and
the “rally” of the bugle may bring the whole of them intoranks
in a hody.

WRITER in Blackwood’s Magazine relates a striking
incident in the life of Nassau William Senior, Professor of
Political Beonomy at Oxford University.

When examined for his hachelor’s degree he was ** plucked.*’
He failed in divinity, which, as it was then the first subject on
which the aspirant was examined, rendered fruitless any
amount of general acquisition, amd insured immediate rejec-
tion. Nowise distrustiul of himsclf, the young man determined
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to try again, and meanwhile looked out for a private tutor
with whom to read. He called upon Richard Whately, after-
ward Archibishop of Dublin, and expressed a wish to be received
by him as his pupil. Whately scarcely took the trouble to look
his visitor in the face, but coolly answered:

“You were plucked, I believe. I never reccive pupils unless
1 see reason to assuute that they mean to aspire at honors,”

“1 mean to aspire at honors,”

“You do, do you?*" was the the rejoinder. “May 1 ask
what class you intend to take?”

“Afirst class,” said Senior coolly.

Whately's brow relaxed.  He scemed tickled with the idea
that a lad who had been plucked in November should propose
to get into the first class in March; and he at once desired the
plucky youth to come to he conched. Never were tutor and
pupil better matched. Senior read hard—went up into the
schools in March—and came out with the highest honors.

o\
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THE MISSES McMILLAN bhave opened a store on St.

Catherine street, for the manufacture of all kinds of fancy
goods from paper or silk.  This is a new business in Montreal,
and the Misses MeMillan's store is well worth avisit from any
who are not aware what heautiful and attractive articles can
be made of paper. Their advertisement appears in another
colummn.

t TOBACCO.

MARR G, MCELMINNEY, OTTAWA.

PE:\CE-GI\']NG herD of the Occident,
Air-castled home of a sprite

Who woos me to sleep in the day-time

And robs me of slumber at night;

Fain would I bless that man Raleigh,

Who brought thy soft sweetness to light:

Dull care is dissolved in thy vapors

That waft perfumed dreams of delight.

But for one little item, Sir Walter

Had most made me call thee a churl—

On the day that I smoke—well, I must not

TTHE up-town barber remarked the
sparsity of his custonier’s locks.
* Have you ever tried our special hair-
wash 2* he added expectantiy.
“Oh, no; it wasn't that that did it! !

BEST PRESENTATION

BOOKS
OF THE YEAR.

Some Extra
Bedding Values

There is no value like the Osterinoor
Elastic Felt Mattiess, for, aside from
its exceptional comfort, it will last a
lifetime,

But the news to-day (and drop
into the store Madam, when you are
shopping on St. Catherine Street) is
of three specials from general stock
—values that will bear criticizing and
compatison ¢

“puritas* Wadded Comforters,
cxtra »trong cloth, tasty onlors in
art cretonne, all sizes” (special),
$..89.

Plush Cushions for the sinoking
denara bachiclor's lounge (speeiab

.;ngm size, $1.98; lurge slze,

\\:l)i:e Cambric Cushions, filled
with Feather down, 24-fn. square
(specind), 74c¢.

THE LOCKHART BEDDING CO,

8t. Catherine Street
Cor. Victoris 8t. MONTREAL.,

composer's work.

bt EE TS

. .

“Pactor Van Deke Lias a keen eye for the besuties of nature and he
writes plearantly of ail the varied sweeta of the meadow and the wild- }

¢

wood, snd all the aights and sonnds that minlster to the delight of the
philosophic atid obervant fishierman.’—=New York Sua,

12 mo, cloth, itlustrated, 2 vols., boxed flat,

Vol. 1., Stories of the Wagner Operas.

s. Zach of the short sketches of 1he admir-
able book can be read in a fcw minutes.
‘They are intended to give the reader as
clear an outline as possible of the great

- FISHERMAN’S LUCK

AND OTHER UNCERTAIN THINGS.

By Henry Van Dyke,
Author of “Little Rivers."

With 13 full-page illustrations by Sterner Smedley, Relyea and French, and from photographs.

8 vo, cloth, gilt, $3.00.

STORIES OF THE OPERAS

By MI88 H. A. GUERBER.
- . - - - - 8300
Vol. 11., Stories of Famous
This supplements the Wagner Operas,

dealing with the great operas, other than
German.

MUSSON BOOK €0, - Toronto.
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IN FOR 1IT.
W HAT are you crying about, my
little man 2"

“ fimamy Dodds Yicked me first, an' then
father licked mie for letting Jimmy lick
e, and then Jimmy ticked me again for
telling father, and now 'm afraid 'l
cateh it again from father.”

MANA(‘-[&G EDITOR—What was it
that youny fellow wanted ?
orrice Bov—LHe says he wrote a son.

net entitled “Dolly’s Dimples,” and it

got into the paper headed “Dolly's

Pimples,” and that hewants it explained,

as it got him into trouble with sonte.

thing he called his ¢ fecansay *

WO Irishimen were one day discussing
the respective merits of the sun and
moon, **Sure,” said Patrick, *‘the sun
gives a stronger light than the moon.”
“True,” answered  Brien; “but  the
moon's the more seusible.” “How do
you prove, that?” says Pat. *Aisy,”
rponds Brien, “for the moon shines in
the noight when we nade it, and the sun
conies out in the broad daylight when
one-eyed man can see without it.”

Montreal
Life R

«WILL PAY
$5.00 WEEKLY

for the best original contribution of
any kind. Preference will be given o
short articles or paragraphs of local
interest on any subject, items of an
anecdotal or personal character about
prominent Canadians, and especially
Montrealers.

For the second best contribution
we will pay $2.00, and for all others
‘that are used we will pay the current
rates.

In case of not more than two con-
tributions being received during a
single week, no awards will be made.

Names and addresses of senders to
be epclosed in confidence.

Address,

“EDITOR,”" MONTREAL LIFE,

Montreal's Leading Floral CUT # s »
Establishment’s FLOWERS

which can be depended upon as the best in the market.

Carnations Plants

Roses
American Beauties, The largest and most
varied assortment in

violets Canada.
Lily of the Valley
Roman Hyucinths
Paper Whities
Smilax, Ferns

Asparagus Fronds

A Nursery, Seedsman,
So So Bam, and Florist . . . ..

Stores + 66 Beaver Hall Rl a_ MONTREALa

¢ 2357 St. Catherine St,

Bridal
Bouquets

{n all the new-
st styvles,

WE CARRY EVERY-

Memorial THING IN SEASON.

Emblems

in any required design,

Al Orders,
Country,

Town or
Table Decorations City.

Plants on hire for ali occasions.

IF
YOU ARE

making up ?‘our mind to give some Xmas
Preatits, why don’t you deetde on glving
some useful pleces of Furnfture? There
s nothing more appreciated, and there {s
no place where you ean buy better goods
or at such 10w prices s from

Renaud, King & Patterson,

. DOWNTOWN:

6§82 Craig Strest.
UITOWN ¢

2442 St, Catherine St,
near Stanley.,

Cut FIOWers fori:—:—“

CHRIS

!

i

Am prepared to supply the choicest Cut Flowers and Plants for the holiday
season, and have in our greenhouses a great vatiety of :

ROSES, HYACINTHS, NARCISSUS,
VIOLETS, LILIES OF THE VALLEY.

JOS. BENNET, Florist,

Telephone up 1451, <t 136 Peel Street.
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A HIGH-CLASS STOCK
AT VERY MODERATE PRICES,

SUCH AS WE ARE OFFERING,
IS A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE PREVAILING

OLIDAY
+++d J1APPINESS

THAT WE BELIEVE WILL BE APPRECIATED BY THE
PURCHASING PUBLIC.

1899

An idea of the range of our prices will be found in the following list:

DINNER SETS, from . . $3.00 to $150.00 5 O'CLOCK TEA SETS, from - $1.00 to $10.00
TEA SETS, . - . 200 to 25.00 DESSERT SETS, . -~ 3.00 to  25.00
CHAMBER SETS, . . 1.50 to  30.00 FRUIT SETS, . . 100 to 500

LAMPS, from $1.00 to $25.00.

Any of the following are also EMINENTLY SUITABLE FOR XMAS AND NEW YEAR'S PRESENTS,
and are sure to be appreciated by the recipient :
C Hl \I A o Padding Doy, Bread Toavs, Lern Tichies, Celery T ans, Muthin Dishies, Boabion Dishies, Ash Trays, C!wcul-lc Sets, Pin D
VSR o Camb i Brash Lrans, Takstands, Masmeade Lars, Frast Plates, Bread and Batter fates, Pen Racks, Fanes @andiestucks, Froan
Dashies, Sakad Bow!s Cocon Tugs Sugars and Creams, Boutdion Cups and Saucers, D Caps and Saucers, Tea Cups and Sauacers, Coffee Cups and
Saucers, Moustache Cups and Saucers, Foag Stands, Entree Dishes, Butter Dishes, Bath Sets, Cake Plates, Biscant Jars, “Toast Racks, Mam-
cure Sets, Cabarets, Faney Sabts and Peppers et | vte,

GLASSWARE, embracing Fine: Cur Grass and a variety of cheaper goods.

Ronal Boan Vases, Pedestals and Pots, Bisque Frgures, Antigue Plates for Decorative Purposez, Banguet Globes, Hanging
Famps, Chandeliers, Gas and Electnie Globes, ete., ete. .

You will got have done yoarself justice if you make your purchases before inspecting our stock.

BARNARD & HOLLAND,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 290 ST. JAMES STREET (Victoria Squarte).

GARTH & CO. Plumbers and Steamfitters

All thc newest and most approvet Bathreom Requisites, Touel Bars, Saapand Spange
QLOBES AND SWADES, Intest patterne | Kncks, Tumber lolder, Toitét Racks,cte. Showrooms, 2229 St. Catherine St.
!lSll!l LAMPS (0T Oy eatheds, Call ant examine our stock, TELREPRONE, UPTOWN 319, '
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Paper . . .

ﬁ**********&***wwwmg

: ¥  Lamp Shades *

N Ove]tles :{Z Candle Shades :;
¥ Paper Flowers %

$ Paper Roses ¢

=  Paper Chrysanthemums 1

| oo R R R R

AND OTHER PAPER NOVELTIES.

Misses McMilan

8T. CATHERINE
-21 34. STREET.

A

We invite the Ladies of Montreal
A CORNER IN OUR STORE. {o call and inspect our assortment.

Pad T4 Jad Jad Jay

§

“CPhe Cup of the bPrince, the DCer and the Peasant.”

“VYalento’” Wine,

A_LIGHT NON-ALCOHOLIC _CHIAMWDAGNE,

Hygicnicatly Preparcd romy I incst Valencia Grapes, and having
the character and stimulating  propertics of e linest importcd  wing,
Perfect Sparkling Wine at the Price of Aerated Waters.

GREIG WANUFACTURING CO., ( ONTREN.

Agents for Canaia

oo By Here Nuksty’s Royal Letters Datent. ..

Prices and Terms on Application.

Crown Flavoring Extracts
ALWAYS SATISFY.

L T ag T Tag Ty Ul
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It~ brave Bostess who will ackoonledge, even 1o her best foends, that the zagebis she s making s her fint attenipr. =1

o

% A FICTITIOUS KIND
F  OF CHRISTMAS.

Timon Tells How the Real Thing Differs from the
Painted Article.

+
#+

ANy ONE of our more observant citizens who peruses the
< Chrisumas numbers that aie now coming vut will at
once be strack with the fuet that the style of Christmas to
which the artists and writers of the pictorial papers are cevi-
dently aceustomed differs very  materially  from  that  we
personally enjoy.  According to these beauntitully illustrated
periodicals, Christmas is 2 time when all mankind neglects its
husiness to indulge in o species of cight-day-loveas.vou-plense,
when their whole energies are hent upon being good 1o their
neighbors, and their wiole time is devoted to rushing to the
departmental stores, and expending huge wads of bills
presents tor themselves and aseleet assortment of delightfully
refined blind girls and erippled hoys, who choose this sénson of
the year, in preference to all others, for starving to death in
picturesguely comfortless garrets,

According to the writers at Cluistmas time, all is good
nature and joviality.  The matamen throw hack the hambs
that the trolley cars have incidentally removed from their
fellow.citizens  with kind words aud smiles of recoguition,
Men come houe to find tons of coal shaot in their yards, which
they have only ot to carry up four tlights of stairs to gladden
the hearts of their little ones. . Portly citizens, who slide down
the front steps with unexgrected velocity, and strike the pave.
ment with foree enough to discount a pile.driver, arise with o
werry Bugh, sund stply push back the few inches of their
spine that have shot upe through their hats and walk away
carolling like larks, Delicate womnen, find sausages tied to

their door-kuobs, And the Sanily dog is tired 10 death biting -

pirees out of steangers, who tur out 10 he longelost brothers,
who have returned from gaol or the Klondike with a ton of
gold and o strawberey mark in their valises.
This ix the way the Christmax periodicals put it, and, pre-
stmably, at some period in the world’s carcer—in the “*once-
wponaa-time” in which all ourother fairy tales happened—there
way have heen Christmases like those they depict in such
glowing colors,  But that was a long, long time apo. It is
certainly ot the way in which Christmas affects this bhustling
city at the close of the nincteenth century,  There may have
been 2 time when wen fell on each others necks at Chirstmas.
tide without endeavoring to > pinch ™ their searfping, but that
was in the carly times in Britain, when the popular costume
was adab of hlue paint. and the men carried a cub for pur.
ses of argument.  In those days, longdost brothers conld
uve turned up without embareassing the cuisine or inereasing
the grocery hill. But nowadays, i longdost brother would
never have a chance to full on anyvone's neck and hurst iuto

long forgotten tears. On the contrary, he might be interviewed
with the axe and landed in the patrolawagon before he could
persuide his unwilling relatives that e was nat working a
bunco game. Nowadays, our long-lost brothers wire us that
they are coming, and that they will deaw on us ut sight for
the aimonnt of their radhway fare and hotel Will, it a time when
we have just 40 cents in our hank account, and the grocer has
drawn our attartion to the size of his bill.  And thus we do
all the shedding of tears that is requisite ourselves, And the
long-lost brother is wncomfortably aliead of the game,

Alas, for the Christmas of periodicals! Alas, for the illu.
sions of our hoyhood's days! Nobady ever drags in o Yuledoy
now,  The majority of our citizens are not eaactly sure
whether a Yuledog is a new hrand of canned food or an
attachment for a bieyele. And even if we did get one where
should we burn it 7 The family hearth of to-day is 2 leaky
radizator; and we could'nt get the log into the furnace. The
Santa Clans of these degenerate times wonld have 1o he
dravwn ont as thin as a stick of macaroni to crawl along the
hotewater pipes. And i anyone was to suggest a howl of
“awassail ™ we should scout him as a madignant idiot. We
like our beer anice nowadays.  And if anyone put apples in it
we should hick him. _ One by one the picturesque surroundings
of olden days have disappeared ander the bancful influence of
rapid transit and an inventive age. The suburban flat has
long since superseded the baronial hall. And the peasant's cot
of madertt times is up seven flights of stairs in 2 tenement
house, as angular aud bare as o penitentiary, and not half so
comfortable.  In vain do we decorate our apartments with
painted canvas, bolly and wood-pulp mistletoe.  In vain do
we drape the stovepipes with nondeseript green wreaths,
purchased at the grocers’. A vengeful Provideuce Qursues us.
It usually raing on Christmas Day—:a nasty, mean little snivel.
linge rain—and people paddle about the soppy streets under
soaked umbrellas, while the grip microbes have to work over-
time in order to keep up with the demand.  Only when we
gaze at the darkened landscape through the bottom of a
tumbler with something warm and comforting in it, and the
subtle fragrance of lemon iusinuates itsclf into the leaden
atmosphere, do we feel the glow of Christmas percolating
through our veins.  And if we do this too often we may see
pink camels and sky blue girafles, in addition to the other
Chliristmas visions, aud have nightmares just as horrible as the
colored tllustrations in the holiday supplements,

But the magazines never lose heart, Year after year they
give us the same old gong-and-dance that we have listencd to
ever sinee the earliest missionarics aroused us from our heathen
carclessness aud comtort, and scared us to death with tales of
punishment 1o come, if we did not put the sixpence we had
saved up for candy into the contribution hox.  Year after year
we see the same improbable pictures, and vead the same
impossible tales. And, so long as the present age of conven-
tionality lasts, we shall prabably cantinue to doso. But onc
day somcone will arise whao will demolish the present paste-
hoard fetish, and show us the actuad Christmas, stripped of
its tinsel gaiety and foreed joviality,  Then we shall arise and
welcome him with a1 howl of exultation, as our forcfathers
welcomed the inventor of whiskey, as nature’s last best gift to
man, Tinox.
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BEST EDITIONS OF BEST AUTHORS.

Ainsworth Austen Balzac
Boccaccio Browning Bulwer
Carlyle Cervantes  Cooper
Dickens Dumas Eliot
Emerson Harte Hawthorne
Holmes Hugo Irving
Kingsley Longfellow Lowell
Macaulay Maryatt Poe
Prescott Reade Ruskin
Shakespeare Sue Tennyson
Thackeray Whittier Zola

and many others.

Also a careful selection of sumptuous
single volumes specially suited for holi-
day gifts.

The choicest and most complete
array of Fine Editions ever brought into
the Dominion.

Inspection invited. Particulars on
request,

HENRY T. THOMAS AND COMPANY
Publishers and Importers
123 St. Francois Xavier Street, Montreal.
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JOHN MURPHY & CO.

SPECIAL SALE OF

Japanese Uoods.

IMPORTED DIRECT FROM JAPAN!

WE beg to call attention to a very fine assortment of the Latest Japanese
Novelties in China and other materials, which we have just received direct
from Japan, and are now offering in our basement at special prices, as follows :—

BLUE CHINA CUPS AXND SAUCERS,
chuna anty 1o cach.

DECORATEDCHINA CUPS ANDSAUCERS b the
newestdesgnsy Prcesare 150, 200, 25¢, 300 . 400, Sox cach,

These are

TLTE ACTELE SETS, constting of tea pot, sugar bowl,
Crram miE ang two cups and aucers an regular Lasanese
decorattons, blue, red and damty green  desgns. Speaat
prces are 8100, 81135 S215a 8et.

SUGAR AND CREAM SEPS o betutiful blue decora:
ton, only S0 axset

DICORNTED CHINA TEA POTSE, blue decoration
with ¢l dramer, ondy 200, each.

BLUE AND GOLD 11N SETS, convting of tea pot,
sugar bowl cream ug and g cups and sancers This s a
beautiful desgn, onfy S set

JAPANESE PIN TRAYS, worth t3c Sale prace, 3¢ each

COVERED PIN BOXES worth 250 Sate price, 12¢ cach.

JAPANESE PEPPER AND SALT SHARKERS, wonth
23¢ Nale pree, 120 cach.

COVERED BON-BON BONES, beantifid ¢o0d decoza
tions  Specnd prices afe 250, 300, 330, 4oc . 2o 03¢ each

TAPANESE VANES, beanttnl new desgges and colors
Npectal pricesare 230, 450, 300, 000 73, 830 81 23, 81 7%
St 00

A SPLOTAL TABLY OF SANMPLE VASES, Al the
latest <tvles,  Regular prices ate from $300 up Your choj e
on this table at half prce

TAPANESE TERRA COTTA TARDENIERES watl it
patterus  Sproal prices afe 23¢ 3, L 650 83 8o 8t o,
&2 2o

VARV

Toyland

JAPANESE CHINA TEA SETS, beantful new patterns
44 prveces m et worth 315 and $18. Spectd prices, $10 soand
S12 0008t

TAPANUSE CHOCOUATE POUS, daaty  patterns,
S.23, St 33 8t 73. 83 00 and §3.50.

FAPANESE CHINA BISCUTT JARS, speaal at oge.,
S1.20 and 8t 23,

CHINA BUTTER PADS, assorted designs, only 3¢, cach.

LAPANESE CHINA SYRUP JUGR, with av,  Speaal
prices, S1.oo and §t.10.

TAPANESE CHINA PIN FRAYS, beautful gold designs,
ot 300, and 3%¢ et b,

JAPANLSE CHINA MARMALADE JARS, with tray,
seold decoration, 93¢, vach

JAPANESE RING TRAVS, 2 decorations, only 30¢. cach,

TAPANESE CHINA VINEGAR OR O BOTTLES,
only 230, cach.

FAPANESE CHINA MVICH BOXES, anly 15¢. each.

FAPANESE CHINY CANDLESTICKS, new  designs,
at god. and Boe.

JAPANESE PAPER NAPKINS, avorted patterns, 5¢
dos , 3¢ per hundred

FAPANESE STRAW TABLE MATS, 5 mats 1a set, can
be waslied, 5 diterent shapes, at 230 and 8¢ theset

TAPANESE ANIMALS, fir fancy worh and ornaments,
sk as sprders, bisds trogs, dragons, crocodiles, ete | ete
worth from toc ta 300 This s asample lot. Prices are 3¢,
toc L 130, 200, eah

' Our Fairyland

of Toys !

is now open, and stocked to overflowing with all the latest and brightest and best
that the world's ingenuity has produced in the shape of Toys and Novelties for

holiday giving !

JOHN MUR

We cordially invite inspection !

PHY & CO.

2343 St. Catherine Street, cor. of Metcalfe Street.

TERMS CASH.

TEL. UP 933.

- . T
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A== Christmas Gits

All men, young or old, appreciate the gift of a
handsome scarf or a pair of gloves.

OTHER SUITABLE ARTICLES:

Umbrellas Collars and Cuffs
Sk Mufflers Silk Handkerchiefs
Initialed, plajn and funcy borders,
Fancy Vests Linen Handkerchiefs

White and Colored Shirts  Underwear

Mackerrow Bros.
2246 ST. CATHERINE ST., Opposite Victoria St.

TELEPHONE UP 9866.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

SEASONABLE ..
PRESENTS ™™
. for the Holidays :
Fuar Caps, Capes,
Caperines,

Seal and Persian Lamb
Mantles

to order our specialty.

HATS in the latest style for HOLIDAY WEAR.

HASLEY BROTHERS

Manufacturing Furriers, \ .
Impartors Fiue Hats. 2252 St. Catherine Street,

TELEPHONE UP 1378, Opposite Victoria Strect.
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Mason &
Risch

QB

Have woun the leading
place in the musical world
by their artistic qualities which
appeal to the cultivated taste,
and meet the requirements of
all critical and accomplished
musicians.

Mason & Risch Pranos may
be slightly higher priced than
others. But the investment
is sure and safe.

Inspection and correspond-
ence invited.  Catalogue free.

The MASON & RISCH
PIANO CO., Limited

BRANCHES: -

19 Philips Square. MONTREAL. G
@1
L {
rsteeteetontoatratroteoteolradrate
Sefefesfesfesfestaifsaficieds o
HEAD OFFICE AND FACTORY TORONTO

LONDON AND WINNIPEQG
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W H. D. YOUNG,
. LD, DS,
SURGEON DENTIST.
1694 Notre Dame Street, MoONTREAL
TELEFHONE 2510,

DR. THOS. COLEMAN
e DENTIST .,
Medallist In Operative and Mecliunteal Dentistry,

Roval College of Dental suneans of Ontara
D.D.S, University of Michigan caun Arbor),

47 UNION AVERUE,
TELE , 1034 UP, MONTREAL

G. KENNEDY g

*  DENTIST

256 Palace Street

o
Speclalty— Corner
BRIDUE WORK. Beaver tatl tiiil.

J T. MacPHERSON,

L.D.&.

DENTAL SURGEON.

OfMice Hours: 11 tobHpomn. Sunday, 2 to 5 p.n.

2297 St. Catherine Street
TELEPIONE. CrTowy 2518,

ReleP-A-N-8, 10 for & cetts, at drggeists,
RPOCCTS, festaunitits, stloons, stew sstatnds, stenerl
stores, and barber shops, They bantsh padn,
induce sleep, prolang tite.  One gives relief.

\\7 ANTED.—A cof bl health that

Re1-1-0-N-8  will not benetit. They
hunfsh painand prolomge life.  One gives rehe
Note the won! R-1-1-A=-N-8 on the packsge, and
necept no suintitute,. R-1-P-A-Ne8J0for S cents,
or tywelve packets for 18 cents, may e bad at any
drug store, Tett samples and otie thousanda testt.
monials will be madled to nny addres ford eents,
forwanded to the Ripans Chemical Co., No. 10
Spruce St., New York,

l\ her popular ballad concerts, sang
with great success a composition by a
local musictan — “To Dreamland,” a
Iutlaby song, by Mrs. Ernest Muir. This
is Mrs. Muir's first published music, and
is now to be had of dealers.  She antici.
pates publishing other songs.

Ciase

j’ CORRESPONDENT of The London

Academy says that he has heard the
following story told apropos of the ditli-
culty to the yvouthful mind of compre-
hending Gray's “Elegy™: ™A master
who was superintending a boys® reading
class, which was working through the
poem, asked one of his pupils what was
the meaning of the line, * The rude fore.
fathers of the haunlet sleep.’ Thequestion
was evidently a poser, and it was sonme
time before the auswer cane, *Four rude
old men sleeping in church . "

“YE OLDEN TIME.”

1ith Century design Piano, in rich Mahogany
wood, manufactund by Behr Biros., New York.

lovers of the Autique should see this Instru-
ment now on view at

LAYTON BROS'.

New Warcrooms: 148 PEEL STREZT,
opposite Dowinion Square,

N.B.—Open every evening until 930,

1SS HOLLINSHEAD, at the Iast of

FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Jonas’ Flavoring Extracts

... HAVE BEEN IN USE ALL OVER CANADA...

"’ l’  yvdtd
-~ N o
Nyt

ant the inereased demand for them proves that
they are every day becoming more popnlar,

GOOD COOKING
REQUIRES GOOD MATERIALS.

' JON As-'\ Our Extracts are all made from the chollccal fruits.
i R , Your grocer or druggist can supply you
1 I"E;T'é"‘i‘c“.;l & with ANY flavor  if he canuot
. CF do so drop us a card.
21| VANILLA. .
B8 OLPLCYA £ ARCED BY Hoad Offico and Factory:

H{Trl COUNCIL CF ARTS
B AnD manLfaCTLRES
0 PREDARED OY
qRIHDRI Jonas 8 €S
B MONTRCAL
ana NEW YORK.
14 NEW YOR

HENRI JONAS & CO.

BISn w33 MONTREAL

Joseph Rodgers & Sons

Celebrated Cutlery and
Electro Plate . .. ...

Knives, Forks and
Spoons in Stock . . .

A few cases containing table and dessert
Knives, and Carvers will be sold cheap.

JAMES HUTTON & CO., Agents,
222 Board of Trade, MONTREAL.

“CHRISTMAS
FRENCH CANADA.”

The Gift Book of the Season.
Beautifully Ilfustrated by F. S. Coburn.

Cloth, Ornamontal - - -
At all bookatores or Postpadd fnom the Publishers.

GEORGE N. MORANG & COMPANY, Limited

TORONTO

Smmwmwmmw

022 2222 2 5 43 9% 9 % 0 % Y
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will Dovelo;{» or Reduco
any part of the body.
A Perfect Complexton Beau-
ttier and

Romover of Wrinkles

Dr. John Wilson Gibbs'

THY oNIy
Electric Massage Roller

atented United States,

Pumpe, Cannda v

s Itswork f« not contlned

lnllu faee ulone, bt wil)do

lmnh \lurk Regitend, good touny part “ofthe bedy

o which i ivapplivd, devels

rlm. A pedaenng aw des dped, HElsavery pretty -
llun to the todlet tubte, Citie wo TROW S ¥,

*Thisdeliente Eleetrte Beantisier remoy e aldl faciil
bBlemishes, It s the ondy positve pomoser of wrin
Kles and crow s fnl 1T neser fats to petform ald
mm s exiected”  Cittcaao Tives-Hr b,

CThe Eleetrie Roller iscertatndy prodaietis e o€ good
resaltc  Thetleve st the best of gpy appltances. 1t
(< safe and eitcctive,

—Hanrrier Heenanrps Asrie New York World

For MASSAGE and CURATIVE PURPOSES

An Electre Rolter (o all the tezan limpltex e o
vention of a phy stenn nlid vlectfein Khow i hrotgh-
otit thivcountry and Larope A nost e l’lul oo
plecion beautitter. Wil faneve wHnkles, *crow's
feot pn lmuun' ar tym e o all tucid bl
Isies—POUSITL

Wheneser e luler\ 1< to be used for masaging
or cumthve purposes, 1L bas no equal, No churging
Wil Iant forver. Alwma rendy for use an Ay
PARYS ur THY Boby, for nll disvises. For Rheo-
matlsn, Seintlen. Nendgin, Nervous and Creentu
tory l)lqmn w speeitle, Phe professiona) stawdingg
of theluventor 1 you are nefernad to the publie press
for the past_fiteen yearsiwith the upprosal of this
country and Earepe, is o perfict guatatitee PRICE
Goln, $100: K10y Bn, 101 Iy madl, ur at ol of
Gl Campany, la7o Broabw oy, N#w Y oik
Cirealar ree,

The only Electeie Mussue Rotler, othess so cadhd
are fradulent Imtationy.

~~— ey

Copyright. ( op) rh:hl
s enn take a poudda day oifu patlent, or put (t o,
~NEw Yourx St Ny Aunust 3, 1898 Sendd for lullll’l
on Grent Subject of Fat © and Blank. No dicting,
No hnnl work,

Dr. JOHN WILSON GIBBS' OBESITY CURE
For the levmanent Reduction and Cure of Nesity
Pundy Vegetuble,  Harmless and Positive. NoO
FAILURE. Your nduction 18 assunsd nvduee to
stay,  One month’s treatment, $4,00.  Muil, or
oMiee, 1370 Rroadway, New York. Reduction
Guam od,

*Qa ul.q \ll\ D Glbbis (8 the recngnt 2od anthority |
-\ Y. PrESS, D,

* The ctire I8 basad on Natune's laws~’ =N, Y,
ll).u.u.n. Julv 9, 1sas

W. P. SCOTT

Interior
Decorations

House-Painting

Fine Cabinet Work
. . : Upbholstering

Ul

Flax Tapestries ‘Wall Hangingsa

Ginzing and Gilding
French, Englishh and aAmerican Papors

2422 St. Catherine St.

Tolophono, Up 1274,

En_gl ish S( 10()1 o‘r Alt

A cordial invitation is extended to
admirers of fine painting, to visit
our art rooms,

No. 221 ST, JAMES STREET,
OIL AND WATER COLOR PAINTINGS

MONTREAL

AND VIEW A COLLECTION OF

By Prominent Artists of England.

‘These paintings will be sold at aucnon, on Wednesday and Thursday,
December 13 and 14, at 3 o’clock each afterncon.

THE EDWARD O'BRIEN CO.

CATALOGUES ON APPLICATION, AUCTIONEERS

Special Importations
for the . . .

HOLIDAY
SEASON

E. A. GERTH

M

Direct Importer of

5> HAVANA C

OF

HAVANAS, in Roxes of Twenty-five,
Brier and Meerschaum Pipes,
Air-tight Tobacco Jars,
Smokers’ Sets,
Walking Sticks, Clgar and Cigarette Cases,
Pouches, in Sitk and Antelope, etc., etc.
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HRISTMAS PRESENTS
¢ NEW YEAR GIFTS

KAP

. . ST. CATHERINE
2270 STREET

(nearly opposite Victoria Street)

IMPORTERS OF ==

Fine Fancy Goods, Art Metal Ware, Sterling Silver
Novelties, Fine Brass Ware, Gold Plated Ware,
Bric-a-Brac, Fancy White Ware, Vases, Etc.

lnvite the attention of the readers of “Montreal Life” to their entirely new stock of choice artistic goods
specially imported for this season’s trade, all selected with care to suit the tastes and wants of our numerous customers.
We take it for granted that your hearts are in the right place this year, just as they always have been in the past, and that
you feel the saine generous desire to remember those you love with appropriate and desirable Christmas gifts this season
as heretofore.  We are, therefore, pleased to announce to you that we have laid in a large and very complete assortment
of beautiful, new Hohday Goods, pesfectly adapted to the wants of warm-hearted gift-makers.  Our stock is so extensive
and varied, and withal so carcfully sclected, that we do not see how we can fail to please every single person who is
looking for a desirable and appropriate present for anybody.  We are going to be the people’s Santa Claus this season
just as far as the inexorable laws of business will permit, by selling you Christmas gifts of all kinds at the lowest scale of
prices known to honest trade. Among the many numerous articles, we mention a few lines of very useful and orna-
mental presents, such as:

Fine Brassware.—Mirrors, Photo Frumes, Sconces. Candelabras, ) Ladies’ and Gents’ Sterling 8ilver Baek Hair Brushes.

Smokers” Sets, ete. : Ebony and Sterling Silver Mounted Toilot Articles for Ladies
Gold-Plated Clooks, Gold-Plated Inkstands, Calendars, Ther- i and Gents: In Mirrors, Brushes, Combs, Hat Brushes,

mometers, Candlesticks, otc. ; oto., ete.
Gold-Plated Ornamental Vases, Pitchers, Urns, eto. l Fanoy China Ware—3 o'clock Teas, Sugars and Creams, etc., Tea
Lamps.—Beautiful, decorated lamps, it low prices. alo wrought W Pots, Fruit Bowls, ete.

won lamps b Highly Polished Japanesc Cabinets from $1.0010 §3.00; children’s
Cosy-Corner Lamps—\Vrought Iron. from $200 o §5.30 cich— ‘ at 3sc. each.

very popular in New York. Triplicate Mirrors.—In gold-plated frames, pohished oak, ete.
Handsome Vases. , ‘Triplicate Mirrors from $2.00 to $10.00 cach.

Mirrors in all sizes and shapes. andat very low prices

Photograph Frames.—\Wehave the largest and bestassoriment to he
found in the city, from 15¢., to $§3.00 cach. ‘The variety s
very great and attractive.

Fanocy Candle Shades, Candles, eto.
Calendars and Christmas Cards at popular prices.
Faunoy Stationory, Tally and Game Cards, Game Counters, ete.

Sterling Novelties in Toilot Artioles, ete.~Sterhing Files, Kuwves,
Buston Hceoks, Shoe tHorns, Nal Polishers, Pumice Stones,
Curhing Tongs, Tooth Brushes, Nail Brushes, Emenwes,
Vasaline Pots, Wnting Sets, Penholders, Pencils, Erasers,
Seals. eic., etc., all the latest deugns. We have a special
line of Nail Files, Button Hooks, Pearl Envelope Oponers,
cte., retahing at 200. cach, with Silk Tassels anached ; perfect
hittle gems

ALL NEW AND FRESH STOCK—LOW PRICES.

G. W.CLARKE & CO, e ONTREAL

-



56

THE ORIGIN OF MODERN GAMES AND TOYS,

HRISTAMAS ix only a few days o), and the season of toys
and Kriv Kringle 1s already aceupying some of the atten-
tion ot the older tolk  The shops are displaging then novelties
as they have been displayed at this tme ot the year, time out
of mind, for, be 1t known, dolls and tops have equal clddms to
he the oldest hnown toss, and. it is probable that clnldien
have plased with then incteny centmy sinec the world began,
Many changes tahe place m the comse of even T years, ad
fashions m dolls aord tops must lunve varied greath sinec the
little Hgy ptisms used thes
toys

VoL Lt dodododedododoodbdbdododododode
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and, pechaps, wis originally a general name for toy. Dotly.
shops, in Bugland, ware places where rags and second-hand
gouds wete soll, and were distinguished by the sign ot a black
doll

There 15 2 curious identity about games and tops found m
difierent parts of the world, as it they all, originally, had a
comtnon otigin, and, in spite of wotld-wide wanderings, and
the agzes that have passed since their hvention, they have
preserved this identity in a marvelous degree. All ball games
and quoits ean be traced to the diseus, an iron guoit used by
the ancients.  Homer tells
of the disk-throwing in the

Tops of cedin woud, .3
carved m the form ot th
whip top ot to-day, It .’
heen discovered an Baypt, ’:
dating back to 2300 B.C o}
This was about the tane .z
of Rameses 11, the Pharaoh 3

-

of the Exodus, whose ’
L )
daughta tound the httle

Moses on the iner bauk °’
Bducated mthe palacewath 0’
the little prinees of Lgypt, .:
going with than to the ‘:
school calied the * House
of the King's Children,” .:
Moses, no douht, spent his
playtime with the othe 0:
boys, spinmag Ins top in - <
the maable paved  courts .’
that ~loped down to the
Nile's Blue wataes .’
In the tombs ot the
Pharaoh, built by this s "
Rameses, the body ot the 0:
hittle daughter of one of the 0:
Ptolemies has bean found, .:

Christmas in the Country.
S

HERE'S a pair of ol' boots in the garret,
An' a suit of ol clothes in the press,
There's some surplus preserves in the cellar,
We Kin spare a few coppers | guess
Fer, although we're not nabobs, Maria,
An® work's scarce, an’ money is tight,
4 t reckon we've got enough by us
To make Christmas fer somebody bright.

There's the fambly that lives roun’ the corner
Whose dad died o' fever las’ year:

The mother - poor woman!

- But has a hard struggle | fear.

A half dozen helpless young children
So many to school an’ to feed !

To sec them poor, ragged, starved youngsters
Is enough to make any heart bleed.

giunes at the obsequies of
Artroclus, and, it was pre-
cisely like the game that
men ad boys play with
horseshoes in our country
towns and villages,

The South Sea Islanders
have 16 diflerent examples
o string and finger puzales,
all begmning like a cat’s.
cradle, which all civilized
babics learn to play. They
have alvo the games of tip-
cat, jackstones, and hop-
~coteh. Ancient 1ing puzzles
ot carved ivory, brought
from China by seafaring
men vears ago, are of the
same pattern, and made on
the same principle, as the
steel aed iron ring-puzzlos
made in a Canadian black-
smith shopincolonial days

takes washin’

The Hawatans and the
Indians of Ametiea have
in common, a gime of dice
stone, one fieemarhed with

holdinge w haratms herold o _ . .
fashitomed o ol ] It isn't that givin® folks vittles a ctoss, and the difterent
In tho rumsof Troy, Sch .: Er clothin' means doin’' em good! stotes hayve one, two, three

lentiin Jound terra cotta "
tops, sl tpeats proosdh 0’
ke outs The histiny ot .’
Bastern natons, Iihe that
of more dassic and modern

peaples,is too pompousand ‘3
srand teconeern itse i wath .:
chdson's phivthmes, Itis o
the <ame i Greeee andd .’

You Kin feed "em, an’ clothe ‘em, an’ house 'em,
But a curse goes along with the food.

If yer only cncouragin’ paupers

3 Too lazy ter work for their grub

But when they're not poor thro' their own fault,
An’ its Christmas time  there is the rub!

An’ so | am ready, Maria,

dotsanda blank. Thespots
count, and the highest num-
ber wins, Instead of stones,
the Micmawes and the Al
sonquins use bone dice.
Little ais they know o
mathematies, w1 theory or
lo in practice, the New Zea-
:. Lwders and the islanders

R L e R R ey

Rome, but there are 1l o To give them the truck we kin spare — 1o ©f the Southern Archipela-
monunients to ok tor g Though the gaunt winter growls at the doorstep to xo, have the same method
themselves At Tanagea, (4 An’ though jobs this pas fall has been rare: of countiz out in turn the
in Boetia, small china " To &i ith ile an * God bless you " ! " players m a dele, thatas
fisure~ have becouncarthad 0: o g‘.vc with a ‘m“_c.an 0d bless you ! t' common amony childrenof
that represcuted the daly o8 Without any fixin's er fuss fo crvthized lands, The  our
hite of the people, and were .’ Whatever we Kin, ter make Christmas ‘. cony, meeny, aminy,  woe,
intended as menmriitls of Es merry fer them ¢s fer us. cateh i nigger by the toe,
those in whose teinhs they .3 LAT " aud the Bnglish Willia-
were placed.  In the chuid- ‘: z’ Mattinity- he'saegondawn-

ren’s graves wete buied
small figurmes, evidently
therr dolls and playthings, and, though broken to preces in s
ot grief, when put together they are perfect, amd the colors as
bright on the chna as it they had just been burned in the hiln

In the National Muscum at Naples, too, may he seen toys,
among them halls, dolis, and tops of wood, recovered from the
rums of Pompedi The Romans had i word, pupi, acaning a
haby girl, from which comes the French poupee, doll, and our
word puppet. Doll i< thonght 1o be from idol, or from dol,
Old Duteh, which, curiously enough, means a whippug-top,

AT TET TR RTTTTATATTTTTA

terman.

*Buy a button, steal o
Butten,” and awavchildren have of going over the buttons on
their own or on others” dresses, 1o foretell the profession
the future will bring them—""rich man, pvor man, beggar
man, thiet: lawyer, doctor, Indian ehier,” are identical with
the old custom of casting lots, and all these cases go to
prove the theory that, in the beginning, such gmnes as cards,
chess or dice were invented, not <o much to aunuse the people.
as to foretell their future,

MELBOURNKE.
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Christmas Gifts in Leather

NO. 3470

Seal Combination Purse and Card Case,
Black, Dark Green or Bhie, with Solid
Silver Corners, but without letters, $2.00.

Complete wath three Caphier Letters, as
ustrated, §3.03.

Genuine Seal s o handsome and most
dutable leather.  “Lhat used s these purses
13 a fine grade, and the workmanship on
both teather and sibver s the best,

““The Blues and Greens are both rich dark
shades

NO, 347,

Texas Steer Combi-
nation Purse and Card
Case with Nolid Sdver
Corners, but without
‘totters, $S2 25,

Complete wih three
Roman letters, as ilus.
1rated, £3.45,

lesas Rteer” s one
uf the new  thags m
fancy feather s e
son, As ats naane mghit
wdicate 1t s a stalwan
teather, with o hand
some grun and tinshed
without gloss, 1t s a
rich chocolate color,

NO. 3472.
Gentleman's Black Secal Card Case with Sdier
Corners, $1.50,
NO. 3473.

Gentleman's Brown Morocco Card Case with
Silver Corners, 81,25,

NO. 3474.

Gentleman's Pigskin Card Case (shginly smalles
han itustranond wah Sitver Corners, S5.00.

A fine Leather Purse for a lady, or Card Case for a geatleman make most acceptable Christmas presents.  Besides
the standard styles quoted above, this season’s stock contains many Vienna Novelties in fine leathers. Polished Pig
and Polished Morocco, finished in dainty coloss, are two of the favorite Leathers, while the newest Silver Mountings
are in the Secession Style,  We also show

Blotters, Cigar Cases and Cigarette Cases in the same Dainty Leathers.
MAIL ORDERS A SPECIALTY.

Henry Birks & Sons, === Montreal.
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POULTRY . BEEF

Choice Western Cattle are what

Choice, fresh killed, well fed |
Turkeys, Ducks, Geese, Chickens. | we handle, ensuring you juicy
Large assortment to sclect from. - Steaks, Roasts, and Fillets.

The clean appearance and reliability of our Meats and
Provisions are well known to Montrealers; you will also find
our prices right. Do not fail to pay our stores a visit when
the quality of our meats and provisions will meet with your
approval and orders.

The . ...
Lamg Packing =« Provision Company

7 - RETAIL STORES. - 7 iTeo

&'l‘lll-ll(l". ix one story which every “ [[

ROM PARIS

believes it herself,”

“AWhatis that 2™ —
*The story about the rich man whom

she could have married.”

l;‘l\'().\l Sm‘nh Africa comes this story of l’m” WC have just received by
a classic bou mot on the part of a .
British guaner, apparently marked for “"“ express from our agents in
doom. 1t happened during  General | Paris a Very ﬁnc selec[ion of
Hair Ornaments, Combs,

White's Juckless sortie from Ladyswmith, /)
when the British battery males on the
left flank were stampeded.

’I:hc c:.lpt:.li.n ‘f'. one of l!lc b:lttcri‘cs. etc., in tOI‘tOiSC She", cut
seeing his first sergeant flying by with N
the first gun, shouted angrily : Steel and brllllants.

I, sir! where ase you going 2*° . . .

To which the gunner curtly replied: Youareinvited to inspect.

* Hanged if 1 know!  Ask the mules.”

TURKISH
RUGS...

’I'lwl.nlum'cof(\\o(-nn.~lgnmcm~:! 8 Dalnty Chrlstmas GI&S "g
ugs
>"| *. Monogram Stationery and Calling Catds .*

~
and Carpets
We will emgmve a monogzmin of two or three lettens and furnish 2 qulneof finest note paper ind
ure now belng disposed of cuvelapes, nently hoxed, with the wonogmm stamped inany plain color for 21,50,

We sfve you s chiolee of 10 quatities, 6 fashionnabie sizes, In white or tints,

AT P Rl v AT E S A L E Engraved Calling Cards, luour popular grade,  Engraved plate and 100 cands $1.50,

" | ; 0 eirls from your own plate, Liulles’ or Gent's size, 90 cents,
W VERY LOW FIGURES, to clow then ont. Write for spechnens.  Enclose eash with mall onden,

™. HICKS & CO., Auctionesrs, .| BISHOP ENGRAVING & PRINTING €O, - 288 ST. JAMES ST.

J. PALMER & SON, 7= mores2aus

Il I
The B]b[ ]O P Lnaravmd& l’rmtmtr( 0.




