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TORONTO, JANUARY 30, 1892,
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OHINESE WEDDING PROCESSION.

E Chinese can do nothing without a great
and withcut great display of pomp, banners,
brigiit colours ; and their musicis the most dis-
t thing you ever heard. You cannot tellmuch
ence botween this picture aud that of a funeral
sion, except that, instesd of the sedan chair
hich the Lride rides, in the above cut, there is
aneral bier. There are the same gongs aund
pota and clang of cymbals, the same dis-
of sereionial umbrellas, gigantic fans, huge
ns, and banners with brilliant inscriptions,
'sawme stolid and imwobile expressions on the

low embarrassed him with a sharp glunce from two
suapping black eyes, remarking the while :

“ Here is your change, sir. I have no time for
fooling.”

‘“ Keep the change,” said the purchaser, dropping
the facetious and assuming a serious air. * Will
you tell me how long you have been selling paper: 3"

“I have been in the newspaper business three
years,” replied the diminutive merchant somewhat
coldly.

“ Three years]” exclaimed the man with unfeigned
aurprise, *“ Why, my lad, you do not look big enough

to oarry a bundle of papars.”

HORSESHOE OR HAIR-SPRING?

A pov is something like a picce of iron which, in
its rough state, ist't worth much, nor is it of very
much uso; but the wore it is used the more valu-
able it becomes. A lar of iron that is only worth
£3 when in its natueal state is worth $13 made into
hurseslioes, and after 1t gues through the different
prucesses by which it is made into necdles its value
is increased to $350. Made into pen knife blades
it would be worth $3,000, and into hairsprings for
watches, $250,000.

But the iron has to go through a great deal of

hammering and beating and rolling and pounding
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nances. But alas, they are without the
Jedge of the blessed Presence who sanctified
parriage of Cana in Galiles, and who turned
foy the funerals at Nain and Bethany.

-

A NEW YORK NEWS BOY.

iz boy was not more than two and a balf feet
.says the New York Timcs. But hewas iotel-
t and energetic, and he hawked his newspapers
s zeal that would have bLren creditable to a
proof drummer. He was not unmiudful of his
ity, and When one Broad Street purchaser ac-
panied his tender of payment for a newspaper

-

[ » trivolous chaffing remark, the brisk Jittle fel.

>

CHINESE WEDDING I'ROCESSION.

“ Notwithstanding,” said the mite, with unruffied
dignity, “Xhave been in this business for three years,
and for two years befors I s0ld papers I was in the
clothing business.”

“Is it possible?” commented the questioner with
increased surprise. *See here, wy little 1an, how
old ure yout”

“Nine years old,” «almly responded the httle fe)-
low. “I had to get out and hustle to help support
the family when I was four years old. I belong to
a family who waste no time.”

The lad spoke the truth. He was born in East
Broadway and went to work in his father’s clothing
store when but four years old as cash boy. And
there are many more like Lim in this lurge town.

and polishing ; and s0 if you are to become useful
and educated men you must go through a long
course of study aud training. The more time you
spend in hard study the better material you will
wake. The iron doesn’t have to go through half so
muck to be made into horseshoes as it does to be
converted into delicute watch-springs ; but think
bow much less vaiuable it 18! Which would you
rather be, horseshoe or watch spring? It depends
upon yourselves. You can become whatever you
will. This is your time of preparation for man-
hood.

a g

Oxx who kmows says that in the country they
blow ahorn before dinner, but in town they take one. J




2

15

PLEASANT HOURS.
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“8hall we Gathor at the River.”
NY JONEPH MKER.

SHALL wo gither at thativer,
Alteg we Uy ¢arth bave paat ;
Shall we amg with Chrst forever,
When wo gathor houto ut Inst.

Shall the glovious portala open,
When the bour of death shall como
Shall wo Uear the angels sy then,
Welcotue, woary traveller, bone.

\Wao ahall aee our blesscd Saviour,
Linten to hia glorious voice ;

We shall geat within his favour,
LFor on earth he was our choce

Ve slial] ace the glortons mansions
‘} hut for us ho has prepared:

Wo shall prase hun throughall ages,
Kor we trusted m his word.

Yes, we'lt gathier at the tiver,

\Whero bnght angels® fees have trod,
And woll sing with Chiat forever

In the ity of our God.

Stonowall, Man,
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK
Rev. W. H. WITHAQW, D.D., Editor,

TORONTO, JANUARY 30, 1892
PRECIOUS. JEWELS.

Ir you were uear the Bank of England in the
exvening, you could sen s caompany of soldiers march

. duty.

iuto that gloowy-looking builuing. An enormous
arantity of woney lies in the bank, and every night
a officer with some guacdsmen is sent thero on
Allnight long svidiers. keep awake to guard
the golden. treasure in the strong room of the Bank
of England.

God hag given to you all a treasure to guard.
Your good health ; your good conscience ; the Holy
Spirit within your souls, and wany other precious
thiugs are treasures which you ought to keep with
greatest. carelulness. I people lose things, or
through carelessuwes allow them to be stofen, 1t isof
1o use to ¢1y.  Esau w.s a man who used to do
foolish things without thinking of the consequences,
and then ery and wish lie-hadnt done them. But
thas islike the givl crying over a broken milk-jug
1t is betten to think hefweland. Wan to) cxy aftex-
wards, Watch &

ranged behind strong bars.  Money cannot buy and'
money cannot replace these precious things that be
long: s oue national: bistorr.  Mow vigiantly the
guardsuen keep that litile chamber of treasure.
Your soul is a iftble romms full of crown jewels.

_self-control’ is there.

¥he jawa)s of innesence, and purity and txuth, and
kind-heattexdness are there.  The golden, crown of
You must not Jose these pre-

Not far frons tha Bank of England is the Tower
© of Londou where, in a rooin, the crown jewels are.

cious things, “Let no one take thy crown.”
Watch |

And nat only for yourselves must you watch.
You must guard your brothers and sisters nnd
do all you can to keep them from harm and sin.
When one brother or sister is good and true and
kind it is well for all the home. You are your
brother’s keeper. Watch ! )

TWO SIDES OF A QUEATION.
BY A. L. NOBLE.

Nrp Winnis was o banker’s only son. He had
been so petted and flattered, it was a wonder he was
not utterly spoiled, especially as he had doll vs to
spend where other fellows had pennies. But Ned
had considerable common sense when 1 ~zcurred to
him to stop aud think. Qne lovely day he weut
fishing, QGoing through the woods he passed Judge
Allen, who had come out with a surveyor to see
about some disputed land wark. Ned was flattered
by the pleasant greeting the judge gave him, for
Judge Allen was the great man of the village. By-
nnd-;(»yc, when Ned got at his fishing, he began to
think:

“That is the sort of nian P} be: the bizgest and
the most influential in the town. I ought to be
mighty glad ¥ bave such a grand start.  Father is
vich, aud when 1 aw of age | have wlot of grand.
mother’s money coming to me. How some fcllows
have to dig, awl when they are forty years old they
won't have what I will start with. I shall read
and study more, of course, but I shall never grind
away at books. I shall travel and see lifs, and bave
a yacht to go round the world in, give wine parties,
and be somebody. Look at Tom Elders, now!
e is bright as any gentleman'’s son, if his father is
ouly a poor carpenter. Tom is having to work
every blessed day this vacation to pay for his school
next winter. When he comes of age, if he is
college educated, he will be as poor as a church
mouse.”

Juat then the judge's loud voice was plainly
heard behind the dense foliage.

“Yes, just about the very worst thing iu these
duys for the average Loy is money or the expecta-
tion of it. Take that bright little chap that passed
ug just now. I kuew his father when he hadu’t a
sixpence, but he was bound to be ‘somebody.’ He
stndied nights and drove an express-cart daytimes ;
never spent ten cents he didn’t earn until he was a
man grown. He got a good education and business
habits. His mother then fell beir to quite a. for-
tune, and, knowing how to cave for it, he came to
be as rich as heis; but thia boy of his—what a
.difference ! Ned will know just. enough not to be
called » fool. He never will learn until the know-
ledge is of 1o use to him that woney will not buy
everything on earth worth having. He will inevit-
ably grow up lazy, self-indulgent, and nine chances,
to one in ten, depraved. Even now it is cigarettes
and every show that comes to town. Soon- it will
bo tobacco and treats and gambling and theatres.
What will he care for business habits, even leaving.
principles out of sccount? MHe needs no business.
habits to acquire money. He has all he can spend’
without any efforts to make more. Oh, I tell you,
money is usually a curse to a boy like Ned. T ex-
peet to live to seo it has been to him.”

“ You won't ¥’ ejasulated Ned, jerking lijs. fish-
ng-rod yards above his head. “No, you won't! I
,walked, off to:day Lecause I had a hard algebra
legson. I'l]l march back and tackle that lesson, and
‘we'll seerif I'lL only just escape being a fool—muaybe
‘not escape, and all' because my money was a curse.
‘We'll see, Judge Allen! And I guess tobacco,and
1some other things: will have to. ge. hyr after: this”

JUNIOR LEAGUES.

. Arpest, N.B.—By tlie influence of our Epworth
‘(junior) Leaguec, we can suy that tliere is an in-
.creesed: attendance: at our meetings andl more
tinterest taken in the Sunday-schook Onr prec-
tical. wonk line aansisted of placing flowmers iw
the. ciucch and, preprring for an, entertainmont.
On, Tuesday evenings we receive instruction in.

Astronomy and French,
! E X. Thoxrsox; Sée.

THE LARK'S NE8T.

Some years ago ons of the poiters eraployed at a
smnll station near Darinstadt observed a pair of larks
building their nest in an angle in the middle of the
railwny where two rails crossed.  Hedid not disturh
them. Tho nest was finished, and soon after four
eggs were Jaid in it.  Then the hatching began. By
this time the attention of all the pcople employed
about the station had been turned to the nest. It
semned to them such n wonderfal thing that they
resolved to do all in their power to protect it and
its owners. Meantime the birds thewwelves seemed
to have very clesr idcas as to the dangers thot °
threntened them, It was pretty.to see baw tho hen 3
bird, which was sitting on tho eggs, would duck her §
bead down when a train passed,.und then look up &
checrfully when the danger was over. In due course §
of time three young onces uppeared.  One day nfter §
thex were lLig enough to move about a little, but |
nat to fly, ove of them hopped out of the uest- and
scated itself on the rail At that moment a train |
was seen appronching. ‘The parent bird called and
conxed in vaim. The thoughtless little creatare re-
mained obstinately sitting on its dangerous perch. §
118 destruction seemed incvitable. Just asthe.train 3§
came up, the mother bivd flew up fromw the nest,
seized it by the tuft on its head aud threw it over
the line, ducking down again itself until tho danger
wag passed.  The lark’s first friend, the porter, who §
Rad noticed the whole proceedings, now resolved to ]
remove the nest, with all its living contengs, frdm 3
its perilous pesition. e took it.ous.carufully, and
L depositedd it im n neiglibouring cloven lield  The ald
birds followed him,, step. by step, uttering:shrill.cries
of anxiety, which changed to a loud thrill of joy
Land ane might almost say of gratitude, when they
saw the comfortable spot in which their kind friend
had put their nest. Could human beings have
acted differently I— Harper's Young People.

A NOBLE EXAMPLE.

LApY MAC20NALD, the wife.of the Iately deceased 3
Prime Minister of Canada, Sir John Macdonuld, is §
a staunch total abstainer. She says she wasded to ({
give up wine drinking, on Christmas day,, 1867.
She had thought a good deal on: the subjeat, but |
never made any decided resolution until that’ day. {8
Conversation at dinner turned on total abstience, {
and a guest said that, practically, total abstinence #3
waa impossible for any one- “in society.” Lady &%
Macdonald combatted, this, and, as a result of fur- §
ther discussion, she was: ctiallenged as to: whether (&
sha would hetself ‘-give.up her glass of sharry at 8
dinner,” She at onde decided to try, saying, ¢
« Henceforth I enter into-the ranks of the total
‘abstainers, and drink to our successin water.” Her |8
lIadyship’s teatimony i. tbis: “Since them, thank |
God,. I have never found-any. necessity for wine.”

Ax Arsbian: prinoess was. presented by her
teacher with an ivory: casket, e¢xquisitely ‘wnought, |
with the instruction: not to open it until a year 8
had rolled round.  Muny; were: the speculatibns as
to what it oontiined, and the time impatiently |
waited for when the jewelled key should disclose §B
thie mysterious contents. I¥ came at !ast, and the
‘maiden went away alone and with trembling haste
unlocked the treasure ; and lo ! reposing on delicate i
satin linings, Jay nothing but a.shroud of rust: the ¥
.form of something Beautifal could be discerned’ but X
'the beauty hnd' gone forever: Tearful witlhdikap: @
' pointinent-she did not as firet seea slip of’ parclt.
imient containing' these wonda: * Dean pupils: My, (TP
you learn from this & lesson for your life. = his |@E
.trinket, when enclosed, had upon it a single spot of
jrust ; by neglect:itthas;bacome: ther umleas thing you
now behold, only ablot on its pure surroundings.
Se a little stain on your cliaracter will] By inatten- |§
‘tion and neglect; Tar « Bright and useful- lifé;. and.
lin time will lenve only- the dwri: record: oft witat (5
might hawe:beem Ifryownow place:withinimjewe!. | B
of goldy, andiaften many years: seck: the. resalty, you.
jwill. find. it sparkling. as ever: So with yourself ;.
,tneasure up only, the pure, the good, and you. will |
ever be: an ornament to sociéty, and a.sotirod of'§
ltrue plessure to yoursell'and’ your-ftiends™’

2 4
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PLEASANT HOURS.

t1.OST IN A MINE,

BY HESBA STRETITON.

CHAPIER V.

BTnx sun vose early, as brightly and cheerily as
ough there never had Loen death or sovrow on
BB fuce of the earth, which grew light and joyous
Sder its beaws. ‘L'he first rays smote on Abby’s
Bbe through the uncurtained window, and the call
the eackoo scemed to shout loudly i hor ear.
t she neither saw nor heard. She whs nt rest
a little while, gaining strength to bear fresh
ns of sorrow.
It wasa perfeet day for s holiday—such a holi-
usit wns to have been—when old Judith throw
w the eottago door, and looked out on the green
k whick hid the shaft of the pit from her sight ;
oss it stretchued the narrow truck, trodden
ougk the. broad leaves of the coltsfoot, which
i been. made: by her sons! footsteps: as they bas-
ed t6 and from theie darksome labour. She
d almost: heawr Reuben’s voice sing, and see him
ding alony the littlo path. Through the long,
Bnbre hours of the night, her treuble had been
deep: for tears ;. but now that she saw the sun.
jiing in a cloudless. sky,.und the dew glistening
avery-leaf, and felt the soft, sweet-rush of the
I air wafting past her, with.the sweot scont of
wers boend upon. it; & floed of temrs welled up to
sunken eyes. “O my lud | wy lad ! ” she cried
S aloud, asif seme ear was listening to her
the morning stilluess. IHer beart was aching
bitterly ;. yot, after & fow minutes, she: went.
oors: agkin ealmly, #&nd crept cautiously and
mtly ap the steepistairs so the attic where Abby
lping. Sha lind often stolen up so to awaken.
il eall him: to: his work. The. girl had fallen
op'ablnst,.and lay locked im: & profound: slumber,
h her cheek resting on Reuben’s hymn-book.
Woung folks can sleep whilst old folks break their
rts,” theught Judith: Simeon, too, had forgot-
his sorrow in the night, and, like Abby, had
- wrapped ap and sofuly lifted- awny from his
pocy.. Bat the oldi mother lisdl ot been released
@i one instant from the. stern grip of grief,
arly in the morning the neighbours came drop-
g in to offer what help and comfost they could
yo—for tha business.of Jiving, goes on} though the
of life may have passed away. Some of them
Bd been. enger to stay all night with Judith,.
t she hiad chosen rather to be left to pass through
fivst Tours of lier anguish: quite alone. The
o, old-fashioned: house:place; with its wide
bigh, mautel-shelf over it, looked very.

pocted: festivity, so suddenly interrupted, were
strewn about, though the large fire-had gone.
and tlie oven was cold'; but all Judith's plamti:
povisidds wepe thyre, and it néeded oitiy to
‘dgﬁ-gﬁeﬁw, and! Buvir fresh: faggots. of wood i
e big. oven, for the feast still to be veady at the
pointed.time.. Judith acoused’ Lerself; Some of
invited guests—who were coming fromy
tance;. and' would: Have several! miles. to: walk——
5b.be sleeady on their way, no doubt ignovant of
p calamity thay limd befallen the household. Her
i, lifelong; hidbitk: of thrift, and' Ner strong sonse:
' thie duty of hospitality” to-Her kitly and: kin, con-
ved her new grief The. Hazeldines, flotking
m dilferent’ quarters, would’ come in weary and.
ngry, and. their, wants. must..be -provided. for.-
orer'were friently: neighbours. only toor glad: to
p:; sud:bycaid:bye:the samé pleagant sounds of
oking were to be Heard! in' thie' house which: had:
od' Reuben's ears at' his Happy worl:the day
afore.
ME To Simeon and’ AtBy—tws young: crestures stilli
rauge’ t sorrow—it seemsd' munstirccus to' think. of
esting, orpreparing « fexst, now Reubenwas Jost
B-terribly lowt—irr the sunless windingsof the pit:
meon.orawled languidly away,. with. the: slow and:
bary step of a heavy hexrt, to' the mouth off the
y;; whtre: Berthrvw hivaselB onrthe grounds. snd:
jrotched his hend' over the edge of the:dusp;, dwwlk
t, where, massyains: Yelow: tis\wistful eyes, there
g Bumen: » S5t glimmer in the tludmen ob

pths aud ;
ry in the sunlight The prepatutions for the |,

the fitful quivering of light npon the waters be-
neath which his brother lay somewhere in lus vast
grave. He find perished in seeking to rave hun d

It was nhuost noonday befuie he could make up
his mind to go buck howe. Whtn he venched its
threshold at lust, he found the large, old honse-
place moro closely fillod with guests than he had
over scen befora.  All the Hnzeldines dwellg
within ten miles had gathored together, dressed in
their best and gayest S8unduy clothing, many of
thom with Bibles carefully wrapped up in clean
handkerchiofs, as though they had come to a re-
ligious solemnity—for wero they not there to hear
m read his trind ¢hapter?  His mother, nlso, had
cavefully attired hevself in her best black gown and
whitest widow’s cap, and sat in the chimney-corner,
wnd, though tearless, ready to bid each new-comer
welcome, ind to listen to their rough but well meant
words: of cousolation. Except tu her, not a word
was spokon above a whisper. The men wero all
lingering outside the house, in the trim garden;
‘whilst the women talked together in low under-
tones, There wns no mirth, no good-humoured
Jjesting, no hearty, loud-spoken greeting as old
friends met one another, such as there would have
been if it had been Reuben’s wedding-day. Most
.of the women were weeping as they whispered to
gother about Reuben and Abby, and not a few of
the men furtively rubbed their eyes with the back
of their horny hands. Al wus hushed and solemn,
us if the guests had been summoned o a funeral
Abby was not thera ; only one wowan after another
- mounted silently sho seeep staircase, and came down
-again. with.redder eyes, and a still more sorrowful
face than when she went up to see the broken:
-hearted givl,

Alnost: the last guest to appear was Levi Hazel-
dine, He was seen coming over the pit banl
carrying under big arm she treasured black-letter
Bible, which Simeon.must-win to day, or tlie- Harel-
 dines must see it borre away for ever from the lund
fof itsfamous owner. It was a point of honour to
win that Bible. I'n the midst of their grief for
.Reuben; there was a. thrilllof excitement and dread

‘selt forpot! for the moment hov firstborn, as the
\large, henvy, old volume, with its thick binding and
silver clasps, was laid aside on a small table, to be
iopened: by’ Simeon, blindfolded, after the meal was
over. Every dne falé thud it would be well to have
-their feast—a funeral feast though it seemed—well
over before the die was cast:  Sorrowful' men dre
chungry, iowever real their sorrow, especially when
they have: taken & walk of ten miles since break-
'fast; and’ Judith’s Kospitabile otions abbut » fexst

was a general feelingiof relief, therefore, when the
.signal. was given to sit down: to*dinuer.

. Judith did not sit down td-the table; but Siméon
‘was placed at the' head of it, between old 'Lijah
'‘and Levi, Tt seemed to lim as if thiut meal would
‘n¥ver come t6 an.end. He: conlu 1ot swallowr a-
-morsel; thougls #1l about Him werd urging him to-
try tortaste onerdainty after another. Levi Hazel-
dine distinguished himeelf above- the othare by the
Jwny ity which. hietplied. his knife and forle, und: son--
‘sumed: the delicacies set- before lim: He wits too
'énlightened and: philosophioal to feel very keenly
Ay trouble that didinou touch. himeelfjand he folt

alli nround’ him were move or less-sorrdwfol:  His
‘mind waz quite at-ease: also about the Bibie; the
‘wedping Ind besitle him: would never pass-through
the-trial, and lie would: cxtrry the old heirloom. away
-with liim, He would:rather have hxd'one of more
‘value' tham: & worn-out; supetstitious old: book off
fables ; but; suoclas. ibwas, he still felt a-pride iu:
spoasessing: itv A black:letter Bible, withi silver
«clasps;- would: be: quite a- curitsity’ wherwver ke
might go; mibreover, he'might sell it somie dhy for
atidy little sum, when:hie was clear away from-the.
.Hazeldines and:their troublesome: olaims upon:it:

¢ Ol ’Lijxlv ateand’ deank but Hetle: during the:
nmionl;- and: when:it-was over e rosy up-in his pixce,
and. iaid & ‘rembling lmnd upon the table before
Kim; asif liw:was about to make a speechy: There
‘wasw deslt sileice in the livuse; for lie lixd: been:
Jikersn fithier to- she: two fatherlews Boys's, and’ Ju-

‘e with ha hawde snishe listened.

at the mare-thought of the boy failing: Judith Ker: |

ywere well kaown among all her kinsfolk. There |

‘persunded. of therfolly ofi lbsing: his appetite:because |'¥
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* Friewls,” he sand, “it's a sore heart T have
standin’ bero and thinkin® of him as died for us
vesterday. e was like my own son to me - he
was for sare,  But [ was comforted by a vevon 1
had of him m the night-in the dreams of my head

jupon wy hed; andy ol I bebsld him wanderin’

and wanderin® about down there in the pit, seekin’
for us in the darkue-s  and there was One Besule
him as he couldn't scey with  a face o <hinin’ it
dazzled mo to look upon Rim, only I kunew that
it was none other thaw ¢he Lord Jeeus Chriut hum-
self ; and whea I Inokud ddk to Kev®ew's fdee, 1
beheld it growin' brighter and brighter, though he
couldn’t seo who wus walkim’ step stdp benido
him, until my eves wors dnxzled to Jook wpon lam
nfo. And § awoke just in the spring of the
mornin’, and a voice wed sdyin’ ofely in tho
chambir, as if angels were taikin’ about it one
with anothor, ‘Greater love hath no' minn than this,
that he lay down his life for hix. feiende! That's
what Keuben did—he laid down his life for us,”

*“T call it throwing away his life like & fool,”
muttered Levi.

“Ay, if life's nought but eatin’ and drinkin’
and toilin’ und moit,” said old Liiali ; ~bat it
geems €0 me as if lifo was love and friendship nad
frustin’ in God, and strivin’ to bo hike the denr
Lord himsell. I'm a world happice than thee,
Levi, all here beiwn! Judges, when I sit and read
guict in my house a chapter about my God and.
lhieaven, than thoo in the publichouso, drinkin’ thy
mdney awny, and makin' thy hend ache, Ayel
and my wife's bappier, and the louss at home's
Nappiet for it. If they take God and. tho Bible
away from poor folks, what's left for them save
toilin’ dnd moilin’t  ‘Lell me} i thou can 1”

“But the Bible isn’d troe,” answered Levi
“Look fhee! what i binuder it all was gesverday.
That poeor lad lenving everytliing to risk hiwlife in
e pit, and alli for nothing—nothing at sl Why
Wid God let it be?  Youw'd hve becn the mume,
and the world ’ud have bcen ths same, if ho'd
done nought but smoke lis pipe at tho pit's mouth
till you came up safo and sound.”

*“No, no!” said old 'Lijuh, “ws stould never
hive known' héw heloved us.  Nay, and the world
'ud never huve known- wiint love was if God's dear
Son: had never lefd hi¥ home in Heaven ; ift ho'd:
never have ‘emptied' himself of all bu¢ love,’ aw
.the hymu sayy, and litid down hislife for ua. P dow
it all plainor now. 1 tell thee, Tevi; life's Aot
worth havin’—for us poor folkts-anyhow—if. thiers’s
no love in it. If God don’t love us; and we don'¢
love oue another, there’s nought but toilin® and:
woilin’ for us till we'die like dog”

“Well;, well,” replied Levi, we won’t arpy. If
dininer’s over, let the Iad try his chaucé for the
Hazeldine Bible—a fiuir chancs and o favour.”

Phere: wis a solemn silence, which lusfed' for a
Minute dér two. There was n gloom Eefore
iSimeon’s_eyds, as if a sudden night Bad' fillen.
He could- liear, after the silonce, €liat some
or¢ rose up-from tlic tablo to reach the Bible, and
'there wd@ o hum and’ nfurmur, as of indistinet
‘thougli friendly word# of encouragement, But he
could:neither liear nor sce plainly.  His hedd’ was
light and: giddy, and’ his heart was beating fast.
‘Ho coull only think of Reuben's failure some
.years ago, and the disappointment of Bis mdthcr
and-of all tile Hazehitnes at the Bilile renaining
-incthe hands of a professed infidel. There was no
‘loed' to Blindfold his eyes, for e was hardly con-
scious of What he wae doihg st hik tiaiiBling
fingers- geopsad for the book, ke heard old °Lijak
icny, “God:bless the lad ! but whien hie liad opened
'the BiBle} and the bandage was removed, fiis eye
'fcll uporf a page’ of heavy, black cliardcters; of
which he could not make out a single letter. His
ryount fuce” fliished, and tlien grew deadly pale.
"Where war'llis brother, who should have been be-
side Him, upholding him by his-sympathy and love
Lost ! Reuben was lost1 ~What did'it signily who
had: the Hatclline Bible nowt! With a sudden,
'lout; and very bitter cry, which rang in every ear,
he thrhed gway-and fled through the open door, to

hide his grief in the green solitude of the quiet |

moodey wifero he. had played so often with his

'divl st dowh iu:hernooking.cliair, and.coveved her |;

Imm
(%5 bo continned:-)
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PLEASANT HOURS.

CHINESE PUNISHMENTS.

Arnoar everything about China is

, interesting to us iu this Western world,

for it is quite another world from ours,
‘The *Celestinls,” as they call them-
selves, are in most of their habits and

s e

; over him to prevent eseape.
" were compelled to sit in the streets of
America in such a position, we are

customs directly the opposite of Fuvo-
peans and Ameri.ans, aud their doings
snd sayings seem to us very amusing.
Their modes of punishing culprits
are peculiar, The cangue, or wooden
frame, placed around the neck of a
prisoner, is often put upon debtors
who cannot pay what they owe. Pub-
lic exposure in the cangue is conr‘dered
rather a kind of censure or reprimand
than a punishient, and carries no dis.
grace with it. The friwue weighs be-
tween twenty and thirty pounds, and
is somade as to rest upon the shoulders
without chafing tho mneck, but so
broad as to prevent the person feeding
himself. The nawe, residence, and
offence of the delinquent are written
upon it for the information of every
passer by, and a policeman is stationed
If one

afraid the boys would laugh ut him.

Another way of punishing is to whip
aman through the strects as a public
example to others, and is frequently
practiced upon persons detected in
robbery, assault, or some other minor
offence. The man is manacled and
one policeman goes before him carry-
ing = tablet, on which is written his
name, crime and punishment, accom-
panied by another holding a gong. In
some cases little sticks bearing flags are
thrust through his ears, and the execu-
tioner strikes the criminal with his
whip or rattan as the rap on the gong
denotes that the appointed number is
not yet cowplete.

&

THE LUCKIEST FELLOW.

« Frep Dixon is the luckiest fellow
in town ; everything he wants he gets;

! averything he undertakes prospers.

Did you hear he has the place at
Kelly's, that so many have been trying
to get1”

. “Youdont say so! Why, he isa

1 very young man to &ill so responsible a

position.”
«“Yes,” added the first speaker, * he

always would stand on the top of the

ladder in school. Though not the
brightest scholar, he managed to carry
off the honuwurs upon quitting school,
which he did at an earlier age than

most of his classmates, because he had

to help support a widowed mother
ad younger brothers and sisters.
He anly had to ask for o situation,
und lo! wll other applicants were
vale out, and Fred had the pre-
ference.”

Boys, “Ous Boys,” do you know
any I'red Dixons? If you do, don’t
tinuk it is luck that helps him
along, gives Jiim the Jaurecls at
school, aids him to obtuin first-class
situations, puts him in places of
trust wnd honour, where a good
namo or untarnighed charactor is
required. Look back in the pages
of his life. Seo if he was not studi-
ous at school, fair and square in all
his boyish games, gentfemanly and
obliging, honest in ull his dealings.
Ask his friends if truthfulness,
faithfulness to his duty, steandfast-
ness of purpose, are not his char-
actevistics.  Find out whether he

has ever been known to frequent tipp-
ling shops, gambling dens and kindred
places of vice; whether he spends his
spure time in filling his wind with
trashy literature, such as is thrown
broadcast over our land, in the shape
of dime novels. Depend upon it, boys,
you will never be “the luckiest fellow
in town,” unless you earn it by honesty
and integrity of character, and fidelity
to all your undertakings.—Clhristian
at Work.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.

STUDIFS IN ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, AND FZEKIEL.

A.D.550.] LESSON VL
TUE GRACIOUS CALL.

Isa. 55. 1-13.

[Feb. 7.

Mcemory verses, 6-8.
Gorpky Tkxr.

Seck ye the Lord while he may be found,
call yo up.n him while he is near.—Isaiah
55, 6.

Cextrar Trutit.

God uvites all men to come to bim and
be saved.

Hrrrs Ovir Harp Praces.

Ho —Anexclamation for calling the atten-
tion. Kvery one that thirsteth—That has
longiugs and desircs unsatisfied, especially
for forgivencss and goodness and God and
heaven,  To the waters—Which quench
thirst. Jesus Christ satisfies all the desires
and longin of theaoul. Buy—Not * pay
a price,” but obtain. Use the necessary
means. Wine and milk—The juice of the
gnfe, and milk, were regarded as the best’
and most delicious of foods. Christ feeds
the soul not ouly with that which is neces-

to its life, but which is delightful
Wsthout money—The poor here are on an
equality with therich. The best things of
God cannot be bought with mopey—wis-
dom, love, knowledge, goodness, communion
with God, salvation, heaven. Zet your soud
delight stself in foiness—The blessings which
Christ gives are not merely good ; they are
full of the choicest delights of which human
nature is capable. ¢¢ As it is written, Eye
hath hath not seen, nor ea: hea~t, neither
have entered into the hexin man, the
things which God hath pre. a1es. for them
that Jove him. But God hatl, revealed them
unto us by his Spirit.” {1 Cor. 2 9, 10.)
Everlasting covenant—God’s promise of sal-
vation to the believing and obedient. It
never ends: it never fails. Sure mercies of
David—The promiscs wmade to David as
king of the people and ancestor of the Mes-
siah. (2 Sain. 7. 12.29; Luke 20. 41-44.)
1 have given him—The Messiah, included in
the “surc mercies of David™ just men-
tioned. A witness—To testify from God
about cternal things. Call ¢ nation—The
Clristino Church ; arcdcemed nation. Thou
Inowcst not—Because not then in existence.
Nations—Gentile nations, who would be
converted. Letgthie wicked forsake his way—
His evil course o{) life. ina thougkta—-h His
urposes, wrong objects of purauit, his acl-
E.h and sinful aims and plsm of life; the
two phrases being dosigned to include all

that pertains to the outer and inner lifo of
man. Ho must inuke his Aeart right, and
his outer lifo also; not his heart vuly, Lut
his lifo; not bis lifo unly, but his heart no
leas.  And the snotw from heuven Not only
ruin, but snow also, is of great importance
to the fruitfulness of the earth. It tiea
sures up the waters of winter, and it slowly
melts, and bLrings the moisture gradually
to the ficlds of spring. Tho snow also pro-
tects vegetation froms the too sovers cold of
winter,  So ahall my tword be—(1) It will be
fruitful in holiness; (2) It will not fail of
its purpose. God's word is his truth, his
pronises, his commands, his gospel. For
ye shall go out—Of exile ; out also of the
exile of sin. 7horn . . . brier—Marks of
the uncultivated wilderness. Fr....
myrile—Trees of the garden aud cultivated
landscapo. For @ name . ... a sign—To
manifest the nature and character of God,
aud show it to all who see these things.

Find in this lesson—

1. An invitation to all.

2. T'o what thoy are invited.

3. What wo should do with the invita.
L tion,

4. What we should farsake.

6. Fivo gracious promises,

CaTrcnisM QUESTION,

8. Whut commission did Christ give to
his apostles before Liis ascension into heaven?

He said unto them: * Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you : and lo, I am with vou alway,
even unto the end of the world.”

A Little Man.
I xnow a little hero whose face is brown

with tan,
But through it shines the spirit that makes
the boy & man; .
A spirit strong and sturdy, a will to win its
way—
It does me good to look at nim and watch
him day by day.

He tells me that his wmother is poor, and
sews for b

“She’s such & dear, good mother!” the
little fellow said ;

And then his eyesshone brighter—God bless
the little man !—

And he added: **’Cause I love her, I help
her all I can.”

Ah1 that's the thing to do, boys, to prove
the love you

To the mother who has kept you, in long
and loving care.

Make all her burdens lighter; help every
way you can, )

To pay the debt you owe her, as does this
little man.

A WARNINRG TO THE YOUNG.

It is often worse to read bad books
than it is to keep company with bad
boys. Actions grow off our thoughts,
and a bad book can in a few minutes
damage us forever.

One of England’s greatest and best
men says that when a boy another boy
Joaned him a bad book for just fifteen.
minutes. It sent a deadly dart to bis
soul. He never could get away from
the vile impression made upon his
mind by that book in so short a time.
He shed many bitter tears over it, and
‘tried to forget it, but the shadow
lingered. God forgave him, but he
could not tear from bhis soul the
memory of that evil book.

My young friends, if you'will hear

rend bad, trashy books and papers.
They fecd unholy, lustful thoughts and
lure to dark deeds. They poison the
mind and corrupt the morals. They
ave worse on tho soul than liquor is on
the brain. If you fill your mind with-
tho rubbish of nonsense and the tith
.of vilo thinking, there will.bo ncither
room nor relish for the choice gold of
truth and the diamond-dust of pure

thought. In the Bible you will find’

the voice of age and wisdom, do not |.

the loftiest sentiments expressed in
clenr and cuptivating style. It is
fountain of pure thought and cle
English.  Read it much, love it mon
and live out its blessed teachinys fa
over.—Dlacific Methodist.
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A QUIOK TEMPER.

Wiar did I hear you say, Theodo
That you had a quick temper, b
were soon over it; and that it was on
a word and a blow with you sometime
but you were always sorry 18 soon us
was over?! .

Al, my boy, I'm afraid that wast
way with Cain. Pcople almost sees
to pride themselves on having quic
tempers, as though they wers na
things to be ashamed of, and fough
against, and prayed over with teur
God’s word does not take your view
it, for it says expressly that ¢ he tha
is slow to anger is better than ti
mighty ;" that <“better is he th
ruleth his own spirit than he th
taketh a city;” and “anger resteth
the bosom of fools.” :

A man who carries a quick tempd
about with him is much like & maj
who rides a horse which has the tric§
of running away. You would nq
care to own a runaway horse, wou
you? .
When you feel the fierce api
rising do not speak until you canspe
calinly, whatever may be the provo
tion. Words do lots of mischie
Resolve, as God helps you, that ydf
will imitate our Saviour, who wa
always gentle, and when he was
viled reviled not again.—Child's World
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THE INTERNATIONAL

Sunday School Lesson

For 1892,

Complete List, subjects and golden texi
on decorated text cards, 5}x3} inches
size, with verses by Fraxces Rip;
‘Havamoal. 12 cards in & packet. y

15 cents, postpaid, per packet.

CHEAP AND CHOICE]
The famous little books by- the
CHRISTIAN POETESS

Fausoes Rourr Haveasud

Produced in besutifal Floral bindings byl
the celebrated Exyar Nisvx. 3

Mme’n,m_'ﬁllw
aly 20 conts sack, pestage B

xepuorth;:‘uw’.m&n Thouh
T8 o the coming of Christ, (o8

Royal Bounty. Evening Thoughts fg
the K.in'g’:{!uem :
Boyal Qommandments. Mo
{'houghh for the' K‘ing’s Servanta.
nses. Defly.Melodies for thy
King's Minatrels. _
My . Daily Thoughts for the Kiny}
Children. : $
Starlight Through the Shadows. -
( We have the above in Cloth bindinge,
usual, at 30 cents cack, ) T4

»
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WILLIAM BRIGGS
Mw.hodi.zm&rma l;:blinhing Howse, 3
~\oron .

.C. W. COATES, XoxTezsL.
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8, F.. HUESTIS, Hazara
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