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DON'T THROW
STONES,

Boys, don't throw
stones, Thavelooked
at it from every side,
and it is a danger-
ous business, Nine
times out of ten the
spirit that whispers
to boys who throw
stones, and prompts
them to do it, is an
fdle, mischievous,
careless, wicked
spirit. Itsays, every
time it seea a stone
in Charlie's path,
without giving him
time to think what
may come of it:
“Now, just see how
far, or how straight,
or how high you can
throw it.” Away it
goes, and “O just
my luck!"—a win-
dow is broken.

1 was once in &
beautifal new church
The sexton came
down from the gal-
lery, shaking his
head and grinding
his teath. He bhad a
little stone in hie
hand. “I wish I
had the boy who
threw that stone,”
said he; “I'd jerk
himout of his boots!"”
I could scarcely
blame him for being
s0 rough, as he point-
ed up to one of the
windows that had a

CHRISTMAN TREE.

hole in it where the
stono came through
1 wondered how the
boy who threw it
folt when he heard
tho crash. 1 have
no doubt that he
looked firat this way
and than that, aud
then ran like a ¢ow-
ard.

I pity tho boy that
finds amusement in
throwing stones at
birds or their nests,
or among & herd of
cows or A flick of
peose. It's every
time the same »ld
story over again of
the freps who said
to the boys, " That
oy be fun to you,
but it's death to us."

WINDOW FLOW-
ERS.

It Is very nico to
have tlowers bluom-
ing in your house
through the winter.
Theroaresome planti
that will bloom the
wholo winter, if they
are properly cared
for. But you must
not forget to water
them every day. If
you do not, the rects
will soffer, and they
will ceate to bloom.
You must put thew
in a sunny window,
and not let them
freezs at night, nor
get too hot by day.
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NO ROOM FOR JESUS.

Was thera no room in Bethlehem
For Jetus at the inn 1

No rcom for Jetuy when He came
'To_suvo a”world {rom sin.

No room for Jeaus in our homee,
Ot round our hoard, when He,

Abovo all other friends heside,
An honoured guest should be !

No room for Jesus in our hearts ?
O rad and fearful thought!

Room for all else but His dear love,
Who our redemption bought.

Dear little child, wilt thou not try
The Saviour's lamb to be?

So when He calls thee from on high
He will make room for thee,
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CORISTMAS TREES,

Mrreey Christmas! Why do we keep it
with 80 much joy and gladness? Is there
a little child anywhere who does not know
that it is the day when our dear Lord was
korn? < Chiist the prince of glory slept
on Mary's knee.” The whole beautiful
story is familiar to every one of us, and the
sweetest thing abtout Christmas is that it
belongs to every ome of us, to the poorest
as well as tho richest, for the infsnt Jesus
canio to save the whole world,

The custom of hanging gifts on Christmas
trees comes to us from Germany. There, for
days teforchand, great preperations are
made, and when the eve of Christmas
anives, the tree is lighted with tapers, and
is bLonghs sro lozded with presents lor
paeuts, children, teachers, friends and ser-
vanls. We are glad that many of our

Sunday-schools follow the pret'y homo idea
»f the Fatherland to a wider conclusion, and
nave Christmas-trees in the Sundag-tchool,

FATOER CHRISTMAS' YOUNG DAYS.
No one who has read of the Christmas
festivities of Old Eogland can overlook the
yule log, whose cheery blsze has enlivened
so many Eoglish hearths. A heathen cus-
tom gave rise to this practice also, About
the same time that we keep our great
festival, the pagans used to celebrate “ Yule-
tide,” or welcome to the new year. The
word “yule,” means festival of the sun.
Those who helped to carry the yule-log
were considered safe from the power of
apells, and those who sat round the merry
fire made up quarrels and were at peace.
Twigs from the log,kept during the year, were
believed to be safeguards against charms,
In early times Christmas was marked by
much rejoicing and revelry. A man, who
was styled “Lord of Misrule,” was chosen

' to superintend the faetivities, He would

v

;take up his abode in the house of a great
lcrd, where he was followed by a nnmerous

train, whom he ruled as king. He was
allowed to do whatever he chose; and no
one, whether king or earl, was to take
offencs at his jokes. Perhaps these revel-
ries reached their highest pitch in the
reign of Edward the Sixth,

We must not forzet the feasts of this
season. A boar's head is still seen on the
Queen’s table at Christmas. In olden days
this dish, crowned with rosemary, was
received by the guests with great respect,
all standing when it was brought in,

The custom of carol-singing is thought
to date ba k as far as the second csutury.
The word “carol” means a song of joy.
In Holland we find, in addition to carol-
singing, the pretty custom of carrying round
from door to door a star representing that
which once guided the Magi. Those who
gaze on the star give the young men who
bear it alms for the poor.

As we thus glance at the various ways in
which men in all circumstances have cele-
brated the birthdsy of the Son of God, do
we not see that there is a blessad bond of
sympathy amongst them all, & bond between
the child rejoicing over its Caristmas-tree
and the unknown believers who sang the
first carol long, long ago; the bond of a
common belief that the Babe of Bethlehem
holds the sceptre of the world, Our
thoughts fly to the lowly manger where,
ciswn by Divine love, all nations, p:oples,
tongues meet to excldm, in words whose
complete fulfilment wo sce not a3 yer:

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
prace, good will toward men,”

T S R

THE CHRISTMAS-TIDE.

OF all the days in the year there i3 but
this one that awakeni a co>mmon interest
among the people cf all Christian nations,
The nations have their separata special days
celebrating parlicular events in their own
history. But these days have no particular
interest to the people of any other country,
But here is one day of the year, the holy
Christmas-tide, which belongs to all Chris-
tian nations and to all the world alike.
Let the day be kept with holy merriment
and universal joy. Lst grateful mirth be
mingled with happy song, and let every
heart awaka to gladness for the birth of the
holy Babe of Bethlehem.

-

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
DaixTy little stockings

Hangiong in a row,
Blue and gray and scarlet,

In the fire-light's glow.
Curly-pated sleepers

Safely tucked in bed ;
Dreams of wondrous toy-shops

Dancing through each head.

Fuuny little stockings,
Hanging in a row,

Stuffad with swae’ surprises
Down from top to toe.

Little slespers waking ;
Bless me, what a noise !

Wish you Merry Christwas,
Happy girls and boys!

“MAKE IT LOOK LIKE ONE"

NED had a watch, a very good one, though
a little old-fashioned. There was one thing
about it which displeased him; it was a
key-winder, and all the rest of the boys
carried stem-winders.

“ Why, Ned,” said father, ' every jaweller
says key-winders are the most reliable and
durable. Besides, there is no such solid
gold in any watch-cases in your school.”

But Ned insisted, and father consented
for him to take it to the jsweller and have
a stem-windiog attachment put in. He
came back with a doubtful look on his face.

« Father, Mr. Smith says he can't change
the watch t> a stem-winder, but he can
make it look jast like one.”

“ And you told him no?”

“ I_I__”

“ Want your watch to lie? I want my
boy to understand, if he never learn3 an-
other lesson, the d.ffsrence betwern secming
to ba and beiog. And I want him to un-
der:tind taat the bane of socicty is the
contamptible people who are always trying
to appaar what they ave not.”—Guide,
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THIE CHRIST CHILD.
Tutne camo a little child to earth,
Loing ago;
And the anzels of G:d proclaimed his bir b,
Hiph and low,
Out of the nizht s> calm and still,
Their sorg was heard,
For they knew that the chili on Bethlehem's
hill
Was Chris® the Lord.

Fecr away in a gocdly land, |
Fair an1 bright,

Children with crowns of glory stand,
Robed in white;

In white m-re pure thaa spotless sniw;
And their tonsues unileo

In the psalm the angels sang long ago,
On Caristmas night,

They sang how the Lord of that world s»
fair,

A child was torn,

And that thay mizht a crown of glory wear
Wore a crown of thorn,

And in mortal weakness, in waat and p.ib,
Came forth to die,

That clildren of carth wmight forever reiga
With Lim on hizh.

He hes put on his kingly apparel now,
Iu that goodly land ;
Aud he leads to where foun'ains of water
flow,
That chosen band.
And forever there in garmen‘s fair
Aund uzd filed,
Thoze ransomed on23 his praise declave,
Who o1cr was a cheld.

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
S1UDIES IN THE ULD TESTAMENT,

B.C. 1312] Lessox XIIL [Dec. 23
RUTH S CHOICE
Ruth 1. 16.22. Comm® to memory cs, 16-18.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Thy gecpl- stall bymy pe-ple, and thy
God my God. Ratn 1,16
OUTLINE,

1. The vcice f love.
2. The volce of woe.

QUESTIONB FOR HOME STUDY.
When was there a famine in Canaan? In
the tiwe cf the judges,
Who-went from Bathlehem to live in
Moab? The family of E.imelech,
Who died in Moab? E.izelcch, and Lis
two sons.

Who were laf: £3 Nt of all tho fanely 1
Orpan ant IR ich, her daaghters-in-law,

What did Ny ani say she woull do!
back to Bethleh. m agzain,

Who begged ty go with her 7 Orprhand
Ruth,

Why wai Nadmi uawilling? Bacause
thoy would have to leave their own home
and frionds.

Who refused to leave her mother! Ruth

What did Ruthsay? “Thy God shall bs
my God."

Why did this make Naomi happy ! Be-
cause she loved Ruth.

What co Cari-tians want to see others
do? Love and servethe trua God.

How c:n Christians help others to love
God? By loving him themselves

What had come upon Naomil?
trcuble.

W aat great good came out of the trouble?
Ruth 1 -arned to love and serve God.

Who can turn {rouble into blessing? The
Lord.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLR

A seljish heart
Thinks about its own

pleasure.

Fo yets{riendsin trouble.

Chooses to go ity own
way.

Wants to be taught by Thanks it knows the beet
them. way.

DocramaL SuGeesTION.—Tne love of
Churist.

Go

Great

A lov'ng heart

Clings to fricnds.

Triea to comnfort them.
Is glad to follow them.

OATECHISN QUPITION.
Who w1s the apostle John?  The dicciple
v hom Jesur luved, and who leaned on his
bosom &t the list supper,

TEMPERANCE LESSON.
B.C. 1491] [ Dec 30
Num, 6. 1-5. Commit to mem. vs. 3,

GOLDEN TEXT.

For he shal! bo great iu tte sight of the
Lor -, and shall drink neither wine nor strorg
drink. Luke 1 15.

OCTLINE.
1 S:paration from sia.
2. Coasecration to God.
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STTDY.

Who gave laws to govern Israel? The
Lord.

To whom d’d he give them? To Moses,

To whom did M» es then givethem? To
the Israelites,

What law is given in this lecson? Tke
law of separation.

What was ore called who eepara‘ed him-
s2lfto e Lord ¥ A N.zuite,

What did a N. z:rite wake? A vow.

What is a vow? A solemn promise,

What 1id he promiie not to drink! * Wine
or atrony drink.

Woat d:d by promisonottocat! Qrapes
in any form,

How long did t'.o vow last? A week, or
a meath, or a wholo hife-time.

What noted men wero Nazirites all their
lives? Samon and John the Baptist.

What is caussd by strong drink?  Great
misery aud crime.

What is a safe rule for Christians? “Touch
not, taste not, handlo not.”

Who alone are truly separated to the
Ln:dt Those who obey him,

What has God said about wine!?
not upon the wine."

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLR

“Wite is a mocker.”

Satan uses wine a3 one of his agents,

Ho says that it is a pleasant, harmloas

crink,

He says that a lit:le can not do any harm,

Do not let Satan deceive you,

DocrriNaL Svaoxsrion.—Temperance,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

Who was St. Thomus? An spostle, who

at Grat did not balteve that the loed had risen.

“ Look

A WARNING TO THE YOUNG,

IT is often worse to read bai books than
it i3 to kecp company with bad boys.
Actions grow out of thoughts, and a bad
hcok can fn a few minutes damage us
f raver.

One of England's greateat and best men
says that, when a boy, another boy lent him
a bad book for just fifteen winutes. It eent
a deadly dart to his soul. He never could
get away from the vile impression made
upon his mind by that biok in so short a
time. Ho sked many bitter tears over it,
and tried to forgat it, but the shadow
.ingered. God forgive him, but he could
not tear from his soul the memory of that
evil book.

My young friands, if you will hear the
voica ¢f age and wisdom, do not read bad,
trashy books aud papers. They feed unholy,
lastful thoughts, and lure to dark deeds.
They poisen tke mind and corropt the
morals. They sre worzse on the soul than
liquor is on the brusin. If you fill your
mind with rubbich of nonsense and the filth
of vile thinking, there will be neither room
nor relish for the choice gold of truth and
the diaood-dust of pure thought. In the
Bible you mli fiad the loftiest sentiments
expressed ia a clear and capiivatiog style
It is a fcua‘ain of pure thouzht and clear
Engglish. Read it much, love it more, and
live out its blessed teachings foreves.—.4dnon.
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Sasty Ceats O8N His TEAVELS.

BABY'S STOCKING.

HaxG up the baby’s stocking,
Ba sure you don't forget !
The dear little dimpled darling !
She ne'er saw Christmas yat.
But U've told her all about it,
And she opened her big blue eyes,
And I'm sure she understood e,
She looked so funny and wise,

|
S

wi
_an
1t

Dear, dear! what a tiny stocking ! | no

It dosen’t take much to hold
Such little pink toes as baby’s
Away from the frost and cold.
But then for the baby’s Christmas
It never will do at all;
Why Santa Claus wouldn't be looking
For anyth:ng half so small,

T know wha! we will do for baby ;
I've thought of the very best plan;
I'll korrow a stozking from grandma—
The longest tha* ever I can—

Aud you'll hang it by mins, dear mother, i or
Right in the corner, so,
Aund write a letter to Santa,
And fasten it to the toe.

|

! the snowy road, and branches of the trees,

and tops of the houses, makes the whole
- world look as if it were made of silver,
+tiny reindeer have a long journey to go
 before morning ; see how he cracks his long
; whip, and shouts his merry shout What joy

his visit will bring to thousands of little
. curly heads, in a thousand of bappy, homes
- eaming of Santa Claus and hisgifts. But

his shou'd be a time for giving, as well as
! rec-iving gifts.  If you know any little boy

thank{ul season, will not our little SUNBEAMS
| share their gifts with them ?

A CHILD'S REASON,

"Twas Christmas weck, the wintry light
Faded to darkness dull and drear;

“These are,” I said, halt to myself,
“The shortest days in all the year,”

Across our darling’s childish face

Passed the quick shadow of a thought,
Then suddeuly she brightly smiled,

As though she found the things she sought,

And said: “I know the reason why ;
It's cause the little girls like me

Wish it was Christmas, so the Lord
Makes the days shorter purposcly 1"

P e

DON'T LET IT PASS,

DoN'r let the old year pass away without
a direct appeal to your scholars upon the
subject of their personal duty to God, This
is the month when the Christmas-glory
descends sgain from the skies, and covers
the hill-tops of Bethlehem. Heaven reaches
down to earth. The mind of youthis tender,
like the soil softened by the rains of spring,
Then the old year is about to give way to
the new. It is a moment when the soul
re-travels the paths of the past, and there
is regret for wanderings, It is a time whan
the soul confronting the future, with all its
possibilities of 1oss, trial, sickness, and death,
shriuks from the unknown country. Heaven
comes near, and beckons with its lights,
while earth has its wakings. At this im-
pressive juncture of God's providences, at
this turning-point in the way, with wise,
tender, faithful appeal may yon meet your
class. Your words may be like the angels
meeting them in blessing.—Sunday School
Journal,

But she's just the blessedest baby,
And now before you go,

Just cram her stocking with goodies,
¥rom ihe top clear down to the tos.”

e sty =ty §

ANTA CLAUS ON HIS TRAVELS.

Hvuiran! here's old Santa Claus himself
th his sleigh laden with dolls and toys
d trinkets for the young folk’s stockings,
is a cold nighit to be out, but he does
t mind the cold; and the moonlight on

THE STAR OF THE EAST.

THE night when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, a star of unusual brilliancy
appeared in the distant east, and the wise
men or heathen sages came, by its direction,
to pay their homage to the new-born babe,
This star led them to where the young child
was, and, baving found him, they presented
gifts of gold, frankincenss and myrrh,
This star is truly typical of the Saviour
himself. He is the bright and morning
star which bas arisen to guide the Gentiles to
the knowledge of salvation. It goes before
men to lead them through the darkness of
this world to the palace of the Great King.
This star shines brighter than any other, and

His

girl who has got no gifts at this happy,

-
A 1oy who has learned that it is manly to

Write. * This is the baby's stucking y be tender to the weak is rarely a coward, | so Christ shines brighter in his life than all
That hangs in the corner hera,  fur the strength and courage of bis nature | other men. He is light, and in him is no

You never have seen her, Santa,
For she only came this year ;

jare developed by teaching him to protect
i those who cannot defend themselves,

darkness atall. If men follow his light
they will find peace and safety.




