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. Continued.
LETTER V.
ON THLE DOCTRINE TAUGIIT BY THE CIJURCH.

I canuot refeain from giving you in conclusion
the satisfaction of reading your difficulty and the
yeply drz wo out with 2 master-hand.  “Protestants
reproach us with investing the Church with an
infallibility, for which we can find no subjects,
since some place inthe pope alone, others in the
general council, and others in the whole body of]
the Church spread throughout the world, They
are unwilling tosce that these sentimeuts, which
thay suppose to be contrary fo cach other, accord
perle~tly together. since those who acknowledge
wnfallitilisy in the pope cven alone, achnowledge
it with greater reasonwhenall the Churchis agreed
with bim:and those, who place it in the council,
'ace itwith much more reason Jn the Church
which the council represented. Thisthen is the
cathaiic doctrine, perfectly agreeing in all its parts;
Infallibility resides originally in the body of
tie Church.  Whenee it follows that it resides
also in the council, that representsit, & whichvir-
taally conmins it thatis, in acouncil, Zwhich,
publicly acting as ccumenical, remairs in com-
munion with the rest of the Church and ofwhich
aiso the decisions are for this reason remarded,
as decisions of the whole body. ‘Thusthe author-
1y of the council is established upon the authonty
and the consent of the whole Church, or rather it
15 nothing else but this authority and this same
<onsent.”

““As fur the pope, who is bound togive the com-
mon senfiment of the whole Church, when it can-
10t assémble or when it does not judge it necessary
10 duso, it is very certain with us, that when he
delivers, as he ishound to do, the common senti-
ment of the Ciwurch, and whea all the Church con-
sents to his judgement, it isin effect the judgment
of all the Church, and of course an infallible judg-
ment. Whitever is s2id more tha:  this on he
subject of the pope is neither af faith,unrisit nec-
essary, beeause it s sufficient that ahe Church has
2 means unanimously recognised, fur deciding con-
troversies, that might produce disunion among the
people.*® ) :

———

*Euvres posthumes de Bossuet,t. Lp 017. Edit.
o 4tn}the Reformers attacked tho exor i!antpow‘er

N ———ae

<vhich jn their time, was more generally attributed

LETTER VI
ON THE CUCHARIST.

Wz have seen that revelation, confided immmed-
iately to the apostles, kad been transmitted by
them by word of mouth and writing: that by them
the twolold deposit of scripture and  tradition had
been committed to their disciples, to pass from

DO

!hand to hand, and from age to age to their successor
lwhosc oftice it would be {o seek in them exclusiv
Icly and no where else, the articles of the  christian

Idectrine, and whose privilege, to deduce them from
“these sources, without ever being in danger, col-
]lcctivcly of going astiuy. We havescen that tlie
’duly and obligation of the faithful were to submit

bothof heaven aud of earth,
If they had confined themselves to proving that
those Erctcxmions wercnovel, that they ill-accorded
with the spint of the gospel, with the” doctrine of
the fathersand wi th that ofthe most holy and illus-
{rious sovereign pontiffs, we should then have onl

had to praise their zeal in the support of true princi-
ples. But, far from shewing this spirit of moderation

fo the pope inthe dlin%ls
1

and wisdom, they railed against fhe successor of

St. Peter with the mostldisgraceful coarseness: they
put forth against the Holy Sce, insults so low and
disgusting, that onc would blush {o transcribe them
indeed they would be revolting to creditable persons
of all countries. NMen of God would never have
spokenas they did.  But a man who is not anapos-
tle to possess it, does adopt the time of one, he
mustbe anaposile. Werethere nootherreproachto
be made against the Reformers, who would not
judge, by their passionate and furious expressivns,
that God could never raise up for the reformation
of his Church a sct of brutish and furious characters
uttering the language of demons !

1f wo may be allowed to judze of the seniiments
of the Grecks by one of their able and moderzte
writers, hereig what Helins Meniates bishop
Zcrniza said towards theclose of the seventeenth
century ““Iconsider the dispute upon the supreme
power of the pope 1o be the principal cause of our
division : itis the wall of separation between the
two Churches, . ... Ifit were possible to under-
stand one another upon this single poinf, it would

be difficult to adjust the others, and to arrive at all

erfect re-union.”” Placing himself afterwards
etween the Protestants and the ultramontanists,
this learned man shews to the former that the pope,
far from being antichist, is the legitimate succes-
sor of the apostles, and that he is at the head of the
hierarchy of the universal Church. Against the
latter, ke maintaing that the pope isnot an all-pow-
erful monarch in the Church, that the bishops derive
not their authority from him, but from Jesus Christ
he willingly allows that Le isthe first among his
brethren, and that he occupies in the midst of thew,
the first place of honout ; he maintains morcove
thathe is neithersole judge norsole inferprefer
of revelation : that ho is not above the council, nor
ivested with the privilegeof infallibility ; but *that
these prerogatives belong to the universal Church :
that it is above the pope, with tho right of judging
his conduct be ‘maintains mortover, that Jesus
Christ bas not conferred upon him any power in
temporal things, far irom havicg put sceptres and
crowns at the fect and the disposal of his vicar,
whom he made a bishop in his‘Churchand not an
empetor of the.world. - L
& say to oy mistaken brelhrenofthe pratestant
Churches : Join usin throwing a veil over theabuse
with which the sce of Saint Pefer has been cover-
cd, Enterjnto tho sentiments-of the jnformed and

of|

‘to the uniform instructions they should receive from

modernte oncs among you. You have alrcady
"heard Melancktes : ““There is no dispute abont
Ithe superiority of the pope and the authority of e
{bishops. . . . the monarchy of the pope would als:
'tcnd very much o preserve agreement doclrine am
ong many nations 12 And forget not the saying ot
* Grotivs * Let the bishops, says he, preside overihe
pricsts, the metropolitan over the bishops, and.
|above all, the bishop of Rome, Thisorder ought
always to remain in the Church, because a cause
for it always remains—the danger of schism.””
We say to our separated brethren, the Christiars
of the Greek Church :How can you prolong «
schism, the most direful of all cvile, and the mest
unpardonable ofall crimes, fur opiniors, which you
are permijtted not to adapt? They seem to you inad
missible? ‘They seem so tous also.  Faith nevet
Icommanded them : do not therefore take frigh
at them, but become united withus. ‘The conccs-
sisons already made by the learned of your bodyare
almost sufficient forus. Without doubt they would
not have refused the litlle that remained for them to
do, after the example of their ancestors in the coun-
cilsof Lyons and ¥lorence. Let us unite: we were
united for nine successive cenfuries; and our
Churches then were both ofthem more boly ond
flourishing. ;
‘We say in fine, with all the respect that we pro-
fess for our superiors and brethren of the Ultramaon
tenist Charehies, we say to them ; You, would stilt
:be imbued with the exaggerated, principles which
in modern times have taken birth amopg you, re-
{lect on all the evils they have brought upon the
Church, and that, instead of giving to the holy sce
a power which it did not possess, they have depri-
ved it of that which it really had : veflect upon the
calumnies they have occasioned, upon tho inquictu -
des that cven{riendly powers have often conceived
from; them reflect upon the jealousiesimd aversions
they havo fostered inprotesiant states, on the pre-
texts they siill furnish to the Greek Churches, to
continue and justify their schism. Do not motivesso
tnanifold avd powerful imperatively command the
sacrifice, or at {eastthe silence of “some arbitraryv
maxims ? Maintain with us the authorily of the
bead of the Church.  Let us rmajntein it all cnfire
To retrench fromit would be to woundfaith ; but
let-usnotforget that <n its plentilude cventheocean
itself has dts bounds, - L
‘Will you say that, regaiding the question as net
yet decided, it is lawfulfor you, asIn every unde-
cided question, to support the opinion that Fou pre-
for-2. The.principle'is 1y very~ catbolic 3 ¥
object-onlyfo:its ngplicaﬁoz’),c which ¥ shovld~find
%"zgis‘a‘sc to be<blind, andt‘hcren ‘repréhensible
cneyer from any opinion thers result consequen
ces-fatal tothe Chgrgg: andto the salvation of souls
charity and justice requireit to be wacrificeds . It
is cerfain thatby pressing the ultramcntane privci-
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themy, and that the belicf of the catholic whether
brarned orignorant rested with cqual solidity upon
the doctrine of the episcupal body umted to its
heat  Wehavescenin fine, (hat this infallible,
t-aching was, abuve all, manifested o us in the
~olemn decrees wniversally received by the bislops
of catholicity.  Whence it fullows, that we admit
vithout hesitation as articles of faith, whatcver the
““hurch teaches us, ar d proposes to us, as such and
as revealed,

Thus we believe and we confess, as of faith, the
wivinily of Jesus Clirist, defined against Arius in
e Great council of Nice; the divinity of the Holy
Grhost taught against Macedonius by the cecum-
etredl councal of Constantinople.  We believe of
tuth that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father
and the Son, from the decision successively given
agamst the Greeks in the general councils of La-
teran, of Lyons and  Florcuce. i

We believe of |
satth the unity of person in Jesus Christ, with the

srencral council of Ephesus hield against Nestorius,
and with the same council we proclaim the Virgin
Mary, mother fo God. I'rom the counci! of Chal- |
« citon aganst Eutiches, we believe as of faith, the
two natures, human and divine, umted and not con- !
tounded in theperson of our Saviour. Originalsin,
etemiedd wthe fifth age, by Pelagius, we believe to
ue of faith from the doctrine of several councils of |

So fur, Sir, you are agreed with us upou thesc;ent wholeand entive,  Ile hnows, or may casily
difterent points of doctrine,  Your reformers Have' know, thatat the period when for the first time this
respected them, they have found them too strangly ",be!iel wasattacked in the eleventh age by Beren-
imprinied on  their own conscience, too deeply .garius, a cry of indignation was raised on all sides
;routed in the nidids I the puople, to think of ever 'iug:\inst him. that theancient fath was maintamed
cstriking a Liow atthem. Novertheless they  have by the teachers of christianity, among others I
'said enough to give to others more  audacity, and | Lancfranc, the learned arcbishop of Canterbury,
'quickly tu instruct the Sucinians that they might,and unanimously defined by many councils, as it
_boldly proceed still further ¢ ud attack those fumln-”lms been since deflued in the council of Trent.
‘mental truths, of christianity.  The rsight of judg-' Here unfortunately the lists were entered between
ing having been once granied to each one, there is 'the Protestant socicties and the Catholic churcki,
no longer any thing sacred, any thing firm, any I';and we are about tv find ourselves at varience, it
thing that can stand its ground. _having secemed good to your ancestors, afler having

Thank heaven! they have not advanced so fur in |agreed with us uponall ather mysteries to leave us
your Church. They have continued to believe and and attack usupon this.  Your comocation of 1562

‘teach the dogmas 1 have mentioned, and some had not the same reasons for sparing it, which had
others connected wiib them, Obseric nevertheless, made the former convocations respect it. From the

upon what different principles they are believed  reigh of Edward the sixth, the opinions of Zuing
in your communionand in curs. The principle of ,lius had beenheld in esteem; they had made a
the Church of England is toadmit as revealed and melauchob: progress in your couniry, and cven
as necessary for salvation, only the dogmas which ,your new bishops had not been =ble to preserse

are read in Scripture, or may beduly inferred from "'themselves from them- in their twenty-cight articles
it. Sir, speak to me, I beseech you, with can-' they condemn  (ransubstantiation, reject at the same

dour; have you learnt these dogmas, which you be- | time th
lieve to be essential, in Scripture> Have you ex-

i

i

¢ worship and adoration of Jesus Christ in
his sacrament, as being contrary to the text

‘amined and thoroughly searched the sacred text? 4 of the scriptures and the institution of the Buchar -

‘have you compared the passages together? Not,

assurcdly, that Idoubt, that with the penetration

Jist.
1 Asto the real presence; which should be Jooked

tac samie age, from the consutution of Pope Zozi- 1

snus, universally recewve:d by all the bishops, with -

the exception of cightcen, who were deposed forit:

trom the first and fourth canon of the genesal coun-

<1ls of Ephesus, and since then from the Jdecrees of
the council of Trent.  Guided by these high autho-

rihies, we believe, as of faith, the necessity of bap- |

t.sm to efface in us that mysterious stain, and o}~

en heaven to the unfortunate race of the guilty
tdam.

1-ies, an eternal obstacle would be put to the return
ot the separated communions, Iwould not at the
>ame time ensure the reconcilement of the Greceks
with us, if we were all to come to an understanding
with them on the authority of the pope. They say
~0, even-those among, them most capable of leading
the people. To believe them, your assertions alone
heep them still separate.  And is this not  enough
to make it a duty foryou to renounce them or Be
silent on them ¢ Tor, T ask you, if the first and
rnost unpardonable of crimes be to take off the

opic from unity, 15 itnot the first of our duties to

and justness of mind that I know you to possess, \upon as the great article. the principal point of the
you would wot of yourself havé discovered the mystery, they showed themselves more reserved.
truth of these dogmas in the passagesof Scripture, they say not openly that it must be admitted or re -
where they arc cstablished.  But as for this exam-_jected: they adopt a form of expression that scems
'ination, this scarch, I know you have never entered lto accomodate itsclftooneor otherof these opinions.
luponit. The nature of the business, with which ( is pluin that they were equally apprehensive ot

!

'you have been occupied, has given you neither time alarming those who yet held in great numbers to
:norliberty, noreven the inclinatian to throw your- | the reul presenco, and tbose who wished o get  ridt
;self into theological researches.  You believe Sim-;IOf it. M. Bu.net with more than his usual ecan-
ply from the instructions you have received from dour and with his accustomed correctness of mind
' your parents, from your mesters,:bo in the same 'admires this desterous scruptiousness of the con-
"manner had received them from theirs, and so or, _'vocnﬁon. He takes pleasure in remarking that the
up to the period of the Reformation.  Your belief |article was couched in such a manner asto serve
and the belief of your countrymen in general, has eacliones purpose, and that all might moare easily
{not then, if thoroughly amalysed, any othersupport !l he attracted and might thus increasp the rising
“than the autbority of your reformers, whonever pre- | Church. ‘That an insidiousand weak government
3tcndcd that thcy were infnlliblc, and have most'should adopt this mode ofprocccding is qui[c bt
Istrenuously maintained they were not so.  See i character: this artful method may serve the views
where you are, and how much your faith, your sal- lland interestsof the moment, but isit agreeable with

Tvation are found to be left at hazard, upon mere
*'human authority, and consequently wavering, per-
lichable and faulty. Butthe Catkolic, full of the
promise, convinced that Jesus Christ, who has

pring them back fo it, tosay nothingat least that
raay fiighten them from it withiut necessity 2 Do
1.0t therefore, I conjure you, render their return to
vaion more difficult : but endeavour rather {o clear
the way, You will at leasthave put the Girecks to |

an cternal and divine religion? Isit not unworthy
of the episcopal character? Faith knows no such
{emporizing measures, such vagueness and indecis-
ion: ils course is upright; its language simple, pre-

the tnal : and we shall ascertain, in an affair of tbe, spoken by blsapo.sﬂvs, willalways speak by. their
firstimportance, whether their acknowledgments | successors, certain that he cannot go astray in the
were sincere or not. |'steps of guides whom he is ordered 1o follow, feels
Buglff&“ﬁgi"iogs secm ;n you too c:?sclylﬁon- ‘Limsclf firm in faith and in the way of salvation.

nected with taith to be abandoned, pray-keep them ' 1o
to yourselves, uatit the Ghurch shall hae pronoun-; He knows that both are bu'iltupon the Churcb,.as
{ion animmovable rodk, against the foot of which

ced them tobe articles of faith. .
A for the things that are known to be disputed [ the efforts of hell shall ctemnally be broken in
picces.

nbo‘uzlbc scbbols,]:;lll}n)ough the Grecksand protes-

tants crpet ingi - .

e P ot} oringing them formard o ren Instructed by the same authority, the Catholic
admits in tho number of the articles of faith and of

der the primacy odious, it is not necessary to speak

of them, because they are not of catholic faith, 1t

suffices to acknowledwe alicad established by'linc reveated mysterics; that of the ynost august of
sacraments, the Eucharist; under cach of the Kinds

of bread and wine, the anbstance of which no Jonger

God to conductall e flockin its ways ; and this’
will always cheerfully be done by those who love|

cise, and decided. It enters into no compacts with
crror, because it can have no alliance with it In
truth, thesc political expedients of your spiritual
lords sufficiently disclosed heir secret thoughts, and
a man must bave been vory simple indeed to let
himsclf be deceived by such pitiful artifices: for; in
fine, ifallor the greater part had believed the real
presence, they would have thought it a pointof duty
and honor to have loudly professed it, and to have
warned their flocks against the heresy, by condemn.-
ing with a sacerdotal vigour the opinions of Zuing-
lus, Theydidnot then for the most part believe
it, theirsilecco shews they did not.  'Why then

concord among brethren and  ecclesiastical upani- il
mity*> Esprit dela, cathol : sect, 21 i

306

g

exists, he adores Jesus Christ veiled, but yet pres-;

did they not immediately proceed openly fo con-
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Jdenm it? What meaun this embarrassment, these| would then, say they, ic abandoned to the merey |} neously multiplied,& of'the existence of such a hady

R - . * . e X . g ave N ! I . .

suares, these concerted concealments?  You dis-jof the ““\J}*L he “""l‘; Lave put :'“"N--lf wto thej. many places at once? Would they maintain it o
e’ . . Y Q - [BY v qr v v

cover here, Sir, the inevitable march of error, A4} Prwver ul'his urcatures, by g thon the gower,

all tines 1t has shewn atselt unnd and  hesitating at ol ullering to lus advrable Lod, i st shameluly

i cummencement, aml ats first steps have always,deagadis jul casting Lias to ainiais, ol draginig|

hu more Binpossible thanimpialpaldlity § i isib e
If they allose that vur Lurd could derognte frani da
urdibary laws of matter, to sucha degree as 1o

Leeu faltering and uncertain.

1 should but useany nght, swere 1 to vefuse all
furthee discussion, aud refer you, upon the Euchar
ist as upun ail other articles of faith, to the decis
sons pronvunced by the Church,  Ilave established
s authority. 1have shewn that it reccived it (rom
s divine Founder, that when he was leaving tl:e
catth he bequeathed it to hisapostles, and, in their
prrsous, 1o those who should suceced them in the
ministry . that he had never ccased to teach by their
Lustrumentality and would continue to the end of
the world to teach by that of thei' successors. that,
in consequence, the ductrines of the ClLurch will al-
ways be protected fiom error, that, by hearing the
Church, we hear Jesus Christ, and,by despising the
Chureh, we despise Jesus Christ.  You have seen
the proofs of all this; they bave appcared to you
convincing.  Aud if the impression they have
made upon you is weakewod, readthem overagain:
<ubject them, if you please, to a ncw cxamination.
RButwhen once a person is convinced of their solid,
ity, there is no longer room for hesitation, The de-
cision is pact, every thing is <aid: all that remains
is to aceeptit, and submit to it.  This s'mple,
anl at the same time  safe, method  abridges for
svery catholic, whether learned or igornant, the
mierminable difficulties that exist in protestant
wacieties.

But the arguments you have often heard oppos-
1 to the belieCof catholics upan this mystery, those
that you have read in the writings of your teach-
vrs have made a decp impression upon you. They
frequently return to your mind, and balance, as
rou say, the force of the general inference drawn
from an infallible autherity,.  Well ! then, Sir, ]
am willing to coter with you into the heart of this
coniroverted pomnt: I engage to justify to you the
deerecs of the Clureh upon the Eucharist, and to
shew you their conformity with the doctrine of Je-
sus Christ. I foresee its full extent: I have itat
one glance with all its proofs before'my eyes. Oh
that I could but lay it belore your eyes with the
<mme mapidity * but the dissertation must necessa-
vily be long : you must submitto it : it is necessary
for your peace of mind : the subject is all impor-
tant.  I'should also he appreheusive that my si-
lence £right appear to you s tacit achnowledgment
of the weakness of my cause : and I ought not to
give your teachers this Lind of advantage in vour
wind.

Belove we setabout developing the proofs, it will
be well to remove certain general difficuities, twhich
might diminish their effect.  These difficultics are
produced, in some, by the false notions conjured
up bya heated imaginatinn : in others by specious
reasons which scem to demonstrate the physical
impossibility of the real presence.  The firstare in-
dignant at the very idea of the consequences which
they imagine themselves obliged to admit. I Je-
sus Christ were really present in the Euckarist, he

hiw in the sl aod treading i uider Joot—y
But, i tie fisst place, these puisons du not retleet

that sgiar objrctions might be nade agamst the 4
presence of Gind winch they admit 1 the umverse.

cotieval Lis budy fiuw all our seuses, can hie not
sl further derugate from them s0 as to remdicr o
prosent in any places at ance ? Have we asur

"They will reply, no doubt, that God 1s not present, ficicnt huowldge of the propertics ol matter, to
i all places w substance, as we say the Fucharist, deny ”“i? Have we sufficiently penetratud its e
is. but only by his wfimwe hnowledze and by the j5tvee” For, toallirm the impossibility of any thing
action of an unlinuted power.  Were the vbserva-; \vh;{tsocvcr 10 assert hat the qualitics that are
'lmnwm ¢ty the ulyeetiens would not the luss lbrcn-”“"r‘l"“c‘] tiLdi Tepnant t, or wutually o -
bly 1ecut: for does st ot seem unwortiy of lus Su,:I;.cludc one another. This cannut be proved, if we
prome magesly that lus pure and nnmortal eyepyde not kuow them the first step then 1> 0 hnow
bewpen to Coery scene of horror and debauchery ¢ thew : and up to this time the primiuse cleraents,
What repre-entations, what work full of tully and | the intimate qualities (fr mattes, the suodihcations
turpitads, what disgusting and mfanous wnagesy @f Which it is susceptible undet the bhaud of the
find place in the divine conceptions, and becoiney Almighty, are mystcries to man. Whatever pro-
reflected upon the mereated Word?  Far trom us || gFess may have I.Jccn made in the analysis of bo-
Lowever De such sllusions! God sees alt crunes, 'dncs,. thcx.r.fomfaum.x:lnd urgnmgatum alwnys clude
and his eye is not defiled : he knows them, and thei"o“" inquirics ; in this respect as in every 'l“"g.“]-‘c'
purity of lus essence remains uningured.  And let the seeret of the Creator has not jet been disco-
us equally be on our guard how we beheve that) verad. I.‘““ sorty, 1 confess, for '?“’5‘3 transuth-
the profanations exercised upon a consccrated | dant geniuses, who, tojustify their ineredulity and
Lost can touch and affect the person of Jesusijaverturn our Lelief, transport us with them into
Clirist.  The only right he has granted his minis- unkaown regions, and would have us adupt as Ju-
ters over it, is to be able, at their will, to render it} Minvus demonstrations the arguments they D_"Odl'c'-‘
present upon the altar, and that in a mannerjjfOr us out of sight in the void and the night o1
which it is not given them to comprehend,  Theyjchaos.  What is remarkable, is that they make no
wiched ms -, indecd, profane the evils under which j difficulty in adinitting othier mysterics, not less w-
he conceals himself, may prosutute them to un-[{comprehensible than this. ~ You belieye with us, |
clean animals; may throw them into the mud orl| Would say to them, the Trinity and Incarnation,
under their feet: for he abandons to their mad out-{{2nd have not thesc dogmas their inaccessible
rages the cover he. places between himself and | beights? Doces not the Socinian imagine that he
them, of itself contempiible and common, it is true, | discovers in them impossibilities and absurdities?
and yet most deserving our respect and our vene- [ Xou reply to Lim that his objections prove only the
! ration trom the presenee of the sacred guest, whom limit;of the human mmd and v no wwise the in-
it holds concealed from ourcyes. Here their pro-||possibility of these dogmas = itis just so that Ian-
fanations stop : they reach not his adorable body, [ swer yourespecting the Bucharist.  Docer not the
on which he gives them no hold: inaccessible togf birth of Jesus Christ appear repugnant 1o our ideas
all thewr senses, he is also screened from all theirat-j{of things 7 that heshould have taken a body and
tempts : & not less impaipable than invisible, in thejjcome into the world from the womb of a virgin,
midst of the most shameful outrages, his divinel{ what is there inappearavce more impossible than
erson remains eternally impassible and inviolable. |j this, according to ail that we observe of the laws o
Others borrow their arguments from still more{{ nature and the properties of the hurman bady ? that
abstracted metaphysical sources, and with an air ofj{after his resurrection hisdisciples being assembied
triumph display to us their pretended demonstra~jl and keeping the doors shut for-fear of the: Jetcs.
tions of the impossibility of one bady existing inf he should have twice appeared in the midst ot
many places at the same time.  Their triumphiithem, how are we to explain this prodigy and
without dispute, would be certain, did the question | make 1t accord with the notions we have formed
turn upon a bady existing in the Eucharist underfjof matter? And atter his ascension, that he should
the same forms, and with the naturaj qualities and || have appeared to St. Paul in the same manner as
propartions of 2 human body : for certainly it willi] he shewed himself after Lis passion to Saint Peter.
never enter any onc’s mind to believe or propose||to his disciples and t¢ more than five hundred
to be believed that a body such as yours for mine} brethren together, do you more casily conceive
can be simultaneously inmany places.  But weareffthis? For we have manifestly here the presence
speaking of a body passed to astate entirely dif-{iof Jesus Christ in two placesat once, inheaven nt
ferent from onr own, become impalpable, invisible, [ the right hand of his Father, & on earih before St.
inaccessible to all our senses : we are speaking of 2 [{ Paul, to whomhe shewed hirself'as he was before.
presence, the manner of which we pretend not -to|| To convince his apostles of hisresurrection he had
explain, which we acknowledge to be above our{icaused torbeseen by theireyes; in his completeln:
understanding. In what manaer would they shew i manily, the same members,. the same Jeatures-tlas
the jmpossibility of such » presence being simulta-{l they had known him 1o possess before: his death,

m.
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What will you say again ol the dogma ol the
yeneral resurreation, the belef i which is common
tous both? Can your imagination comprchcnd'
his mystery 1 Do you readily conceive the state
w1 which our bodies will then be changed 2 Are!
vou able to conceive that they can without ceasing
to be the same,divest themselves of all their sensual |
and terrestrial qualitics, and put on those that are;
spiritualized and angelical? for, there, there is!
nasther cating nor drinking ; there. they shall not
marry or be married, says our Saviour, but shall
be like angels. And according to the sublime
theology of St. Paul. the body ¢“issown in cor-
raption, it shall rise in incorruption - it is sown in|
Jishonor, it shall rise in glory : it is sown in|
weakness, it shall risc in power : it is sowna nat-
ural body, itshall rise a spiritual body, if there be
a natural body,there is also aspiritual body.” After
these incontestible truths, admitted & yet unintelli-
aible, what mean the difficulties you cbject to us?
‘I'o what purpose do you create imaginary impos-
~ibilities upon a state ofthings that far surpass our!
«omprehension? If God, as you doubt not, des-
tines our sensual and gross bodies for a state of
spizituality which we do not understani, why should
not our Lord be able to put his body in another
spiritual state still more incomprehensible? You
reason upon matier such as we sce it, and upon

both that which we perceive and, that with whicb] Evungelist relates in how miraculous & manner our
we come more or less in contact or connuction: i Saviour fed in the desert the five thousand men
evory thing confounds our inquiry, every thing is:{who had followed him : how he withdrew hisselt

mystery, and without doubt the greatest mystery,
to man is man himself. Nevertheless we believe|
the existence of the objects whichsurround us, and|
we have good reason for belicving it, because the;
proofe of it arcmost certain, It is then upon proofs!
that depends,and ought to depend ourbelief in every |
thing, whetherin the natural or supernatural order:

it isto proof that we must all adhcre.  What is|
proved, whether initself conceivable or not, what’
is proved oughtto be believed, and cannot be other-;
wiso than believed, Whence it follows that our:
cxamination ought to refer, not to the nature of the

dogmas, which exceed the limits of our minds,,
but to the proofs of their existence, which we are

capablc of sceing and judging about. It is there-
fore a very foolish way of selting about it to say:
with your teachers: “God cannot reveal that which

is repugnant to rcason; now the doctrine of the'

Eucharist is repugmant to reason, therefore, &c.”i

ofthings thatwe allhold to be incomprelxcnsiblc,i
and of course to wander from unknown {0 unknown, |
and toreason in the dark. But the method thall
gord scnse points out, and that the consciousuess,
of our weakness should suggest, is this: **God can-,

buodies such as they strike our senses : but here we!
are treating of a matter that is imperceptible, of a;
body that cludes all our senses.  You speak to us:
of an animal body, whereas you should speak of atf
spirital body. Butyou will reply, what do you:
wean by a spiritual body ; and how are we to join'
these two ideas together?  In truth, Sir, I am sure

that they are joined ; for we are taught so by Saint;
Paui : but bow and in what manner, 1 know not, !
any more than youdo. And here itis that all our!
tnetaphysical reasoniags upon the Eucharist come|
to a termination, in our ignorance.

i willadd one gencral observalion upon myste-
vies. Revelation speaks to us of asupernatural
opder, and tatks to us of a life to come and of the
tingdom of God. This revelation comes from
hearen and invites us thither ; it shews us the road
and acquaints us with the means of arriving at it.
Is it surprising that in all that it teaches about this;
unknown world there should be found some myste-
tious dogmas, whilst this world in which we are
vorn, this world which bas been created for us,
avery where offers us nothing but impenetrable ob-
sects, every where, nothing but mysteries?  Wo
see every thing that passes aroundjus, and we un-
derstand nothing, absolutely nothing. Fix upon,
any object you ploase in this world, from the small-)
st grain to the majestic cedar, fromthe impercep-
tible insect tuat would be wearied with traversing
over the head ofa pin to the most monstrous anim-
al, from the atom to the globes that roll over our
heads in a space of immeasurable extent, and with
a rapidity of movement that the imagination cven
cannot follow in its flight: every thing ismystery to
ug: every thing, both tho drop of water that is shed

tram the cloud, and the sprig, of the herb, that wefl
wtead under ourfeet, and the grain of sand that 1sj

arried by the wind, every thing is inexplicable, .,

.

not reveal what is repugnant to reason; now, he has
revealed or ho has not revealed the dogmas of the/
Eucharist; therefore, §¢.” Tor here we can all
undcerstand one another; here the examination and
decision are hrought to alevel with our minds.
It becomes a question of fact: Has God or has he
not revealed the mystery of the Eucharist? If itis
not proved that God has revealed it, let us all with
one accord throw aside the mystery: if on the con-
trary the proofs of it are cestain, we ara all of us
absolutely bound to submit to it: you and your
teachers must indispensably admit it, pay homage
to it, and throw asidethe vain objections of an
impotent and conceited teason. Now I wish to
cnter upon an examination of this question of fact
with you: ¥ undertake fo convince ysu that the
mystcry of the Eucharist hasbeen revealed tfo us,
suchas we now receive it.

We have scen that revelation had beern trans-
mittettto us by word of mouth and by writing:
that, to know it catirely, we must have recourse to
the twofold deposit of scripture and tradition.
I will procced thereforc to lay them before your
eyes one after the other:and I hope, with the as-
sislance of heaven, to producs in their favour proofs
so decisive that you will be obliged te acknowledge
that this mwyslery, inconceivableas it is, has cer-
tainly been revealed to the world by Jesus Christ,
and that the decrees of the Church upon the
Eucharist are manifestly conformable with both the
deposits of revelation.

TUE HOLY SCRIPTURE,—~TBE WORDS OF PROMISE/

Open, if you pleass, the 6th chapter of th, Gospel
of St. John, which is too long to be here trans-
cribed entire : and havg the goodness merely to ol

I

4z

For then they are forced to enter into the nalurc|'

!by flight from the transporis of their admitation

;and the hononrs they wished to pay hun by pro-

clauning him King ¢ how towards night he rejoin-

ed the vessel of the apostles in the middle of the sea

of Tiberias, walking over the watersto then : how.,

in fine, he himself'was rejolned the next day wr

Caphernaum, by the multitude he had fed the dav
before.  ‘T'his conversation between Jesus and tl,e
Jewish multitnde, which cannot be sufliciently me-

ditated npon, commences at the 25th verse;  Alier
having blamed their eagerness for perishable food.
and their indiflerence insceking for meat that cn-
dureth tolife cverlasting, he tells them that the
means of obtaining itis to believe in bhim whom
God has sent them : he reproaches them for their
incredulity in his vegard, in spite of the wiracles
he had performed in their presence. He adds that
the manna of which he had spoken, and which thejr
fathers hod eaten in the desert, was not the hea-
venly bread : that the bread of God is that which
comcth down from heaven < that he himseifis the
itrue heavenly bread, that ke is come down from-
iheaven: that he had been sentby his Father to save
fthem. At these words the Jews no longer contain
jthemselves.  ““Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph
whose father and mother we know? How then
saith he, Icame down from licaven i But Jesus
without revealing to them the seeret of his human
birth, stiil leads them to his celestial origin and to
his divine wission, and insists more strongly than
ever upon the obligation of believing in his words
and testimony.  “Amen, amen! say to you: he
that believeth in me hath everlasting Yite®  What
is the mcaning of this exordium, and of this man-
ner ofopening himself by halves and by degrees?
How comes it, that he reminds them at repeated
intervals <of the necessity of the faith due to his
character, his miracles and divinity? Whatis the
tendency of these preliminary recammendations ?
In whatare they to end, or what js he thinking of
proposing to them ? Sometbing very extraordina-
ry no donbf, and very difficult to be received ;
otherwise he would have explained bimsclf without

making use of all thesc precautions.
The plan he always adopted was distantly to an-

nounce the great mysteries ke wasto accomplish.
Thus he taught the necessity of baptism for enter-
ing the kingdom of heaven, beiore he fnstittited it :
thusalso bkis disciples ona heard him discourse
upon his passion, death, *and resurrection, and on
the descent of the Holy Ghost ; thus he announced
in this very chapter, his ascensivn and return into
heaven. By admonishing them before hand, he
kept their minds in-expectation ¢ he humourced alco
the weakness of man by sparing him the too lively
impressions that unforcseen prodigies would have
made uponhis senses, Fnduced by these same
motives, he gives them intimation of a miracle
which hewasintending towork, and which would
still more astonish human reason.  He selected for

luw, with the book in your hand, the argument
witiu which this clapter will supply you. The,
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its announcement the circumstance, which had the
.most analogy and conncction with the, Eucharist,
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hat of the multiplication of the loaves, of which the
very people whom hoe was addressing bad just been
witnesses.

Afler baving convinced them of all the claims
be had to their entire confidence, he procecds at
tast (o declare the object heis about, and expresses
o concisely in these words, I am the living bread
whichcame down from heaven, If any man eat
o1 this bread he shali live for ever:and the bread
‘lat  will give is my flesh, for the tife of the world.”
‘I'lic secret hitherlo concealed isnow divulged ; the
areat mystery is declared @ x has been heard : it
has been understond to signify a real presence ; but
will this real presonce be believed ? No: the Jews
instead of trusting to Jesus Christ as to the manaer
w which he would give them his flesh to cat, think
unly of that in which they eat common Hesh : they
moreover break out into murmers, look at one
another with marks of disapprobation and repug-
nance, and quickly exclaim: ¢ How can this
man give us his flesh to cat > "fhey had thercfore
«leatly understood him to speak of areal manduca-
tion.

Woe will proceed no farther for the present, I
have here two observationsto make to you. When
we propese to yourteachers and those of their com-
munion the august mystery of the Eucharist, do
they notimmediately beginto contest it? do they
not shew towards our belief signs of disapprobation,
contempt, and aversion? do they not Qdiscainfully
1eply tous in the manner of the Jews of this gospel;

- TIow can e give us hisflesh to eat?” In vain
Ao we endeavour to represent fo them that the bread
of (God is that which cometh down from heaven;
that ¢ this bread that he has given us is his flesh,
that flesh which he has given for the life of the
world: and that what God demands of us, isto be-
tieve in him whom he has sent;>? and thatnecording |
to the solemn declaration of our Saviour upon this'
<ame subject, ¢ ha who believes in him has cver-
iasting life.” In vain do we represent to them
again that how highorincomprehiensible soever this
real manducation may be, the promise has quite as
rertainly proceeded from the mouth of Jesus Christ,
aud thatif it isabove reason to conceive i, it cvi-
dently is against rcason to daubt of his word, where
we cannot doubt that h- has eiven it, and whea we
acknowlege hisdivinity. ‘L hey ceasenotreplying
10 us with the incredulons Jews; ¢ Yow can he
sive us his flesh o catl”

T.et us for 2 moment change the sceno of action,

Eucharistic bread is the symbol of his body, the
wine the symbol of bis blood: that both one and the
other are signs which Lis love has coudescended to
consecrato, and leave us after him, to console us
for his absence. In this way, or at least something
like it, would your missionary explain himsel( in
order to remove overy idesofa real manducation,
But does Jesus Clirist set himself in this manner
about removing the same iden, at which the Jews
showed themselves so shocked? What veply does
homake to the mad insult they offer him, by say
ing before his face; ¢ How can this man give us
his flesh to cat?” Lot us hear what he says in re-

ply.

“Amen, Amen, Isay unto you (an affirmation
which from  the mouth of the Man-God is equiva-
lent to an oath); except you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you shall not
havelife in you. He that cateth my flesh and
drivketh my blood, hath everlasting life: and
will raise him up in the last day, For my flesh
is meat ndeed and,yoy blood isdrink indeed: He
that cateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, a-
bidcth inme and I'in him, As the living Father
hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so also he
hath catethme, the same also shall live by me.
Tbisis the bread that came down from heasen.
He that eateth of this bread shalllive for ever.”
Arc you nctstruck with what you have just heard?
Is there any thing wanting  to these words to de-
termine their meaning? Confess thatthis lanauage
is very different from that which we have heard
frcm the mouth of your missionary. Jesus Christ,
far from removing the idea of a real mandueation
conurms it anew in the mind of the Jews, shocked
as they bad already beenat it: far from softening
down the sense ke had already given 10 his first
words,, ke confirms it by an oath,and continues to
present jtperpetually in stiil more energetic terms:
far from saying, like your teacher, 1hay his flesh is
but figurative meat, his blood an ideal drink, he af*
firms that his flesh is meat indeed, hisblood drink.
indeed. In the discourse of the missionary, we
hear of nothing, but of figure, of symbol, of spirit-
ual manducation, of 2 memorial and of absence: in
[that of Jesus Christ thereis nothing of all this, not
a word of symbolical or figurative language: in it
every thing expresses, every thing confirms the re-
ality of hisflesh and meat, & his blood as drink, the
reality of the manducation: every thing deciares &

atud supposc that one of your missionaties, explain-
ing to infidels this poirit of christian doctrine, should
produce, wilhout intending it, the idea of a real
manducation in tbeiminds of his audience, and that
they, being shocked at.the.proposition cried out:
** What is it you mean’to say? or how. shall your
God beable to give us his flesh .to eall’> Whal
would your missioner reply? Should he not say
¢nt they had mistaken the meaning of his words:
that lfe neverintended to proposeto them the be-
iref of 2 real manducation: that the flesh of Jesus
Christis not true, but figurative meat: that his blood
'« ot real but ideal drink; that they bave only to
eat dis flesh, and drink bis blood by faith; that the

supposes his presence in the sacrament, He there
communicates himself to him who eats it,as common
meat is communicated to him who takes it and de-
riveslife fromit:  he that cateth me, abidethin me &
Iin him.” And again, he that shall eat him
shill Liveiby him, as he lives by his Father:
therefore he shalllive by him in'reality, and in sub-
stance, ashe lives by bis Father, In fine, the
truths of the man{dcation is compared {o that of the

mission he has received, and what is there more
real and better attested than his heavenly missions?
Thus youfiad on the part of Jesus Christ, his pre-
sence, commnunion, and intimacy, by the fact ofhis
body, and blood being r~ly given as meat and

ducation, the certain pledge of life, of resurrection
and salvation; and all these prodigics atlested by the
reiterated affirmativnsand even by the oath of
the Sonof God. What more do you wantto
determine with certainty the meaning he attached
10 bis words? What is wanting in them to con-
vince you and force your belief?  After having
cxposed, repeated, and confirmed so many times
the sense of his real presence, shall not Jesus Christ
succeed at last in persuading you tobelicve it ; and
will you always say with these blind and obstinate
Jews: *“ How can (his man give us bis flesh to
cat?

To be continued.
R A T C uh

ORIGINAL.

THE CATHOLIC RITESAND CEREMONIES EX-
PLAINED.

CONFIRMATION,

Ofthis Sacrament a Bishop, is the only ordinary
Minister ; whose Consecration imparts {o him the
plenitude of the priestheod ; that is, all the pastoral
powers given by Jesus Christ to his Apostles ; with-
outany other reserve than that necessary for the
gooed Goverament of the Church ; that of local, ot
respectively subordinate jurisdiction.

We seo in the Acts of the Apostles, how though
Philip bad converted and paptized the Samaritans,
it was deemed hecessary to send Peter and John
from Jerusalem to confirm them.—~Ncw when ‘the
Apostles, who were in Jerusalem, had heard thot
Samaria had received the word of God ; they sent
untothem Pcter and John : who, when they werr
comeprayed for them, that they might receive the
Illy Ghost ; for he was not yet come upon eny
of them, but they were only baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus, (that is in the Savious’s Baptism,)
Tihen they laid their hands upon them, and they
received the Floly Ghost Acts. B. 14. §c.

Prayer then or the invocation of the Holy Ghost,
‘aud the layirg onof hands by the Bishop, onthose
to be confirmed, are the ceremonics mentioned in
this toxt to havo been used by the Apostles in the
administration of this Sacrament : and these are the
ceremonies still observed in administering it by the
Bishops in the Catholic Church.—The laying on of
bands, denotes that the Individuals ta be confiemed
are specially chosenand accepted by Almighty God
to bo sanclificd, and fortified by his Divine Spirit ;
whom the Saviour promised tosend from bis Holy
Heaven, to comfort and confirm them, and guide
theminto all truth, to the end of the world,

The Bishop then, vested in bispontiEcalsto show
that heacts inthe chargcter of Christ’s apostolic
minister ; after washing his hands, thereby indica-
ting bow pure these bands.oughtto be, which are
consecrnied, and destined to copsacrate whafever
or whomsaever they touc h or bless : turss round
towards tho'sc, whom he is going o confirm,.and
who are kneeling before him, and begins his invoca-
tion of thé Holy Ghost in these words, _

“May the Holy Ghost come upon you. And
thelvirtue of the most high,guard you from all sins.

drink; on the part of man, the reality of the man-
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Then signing himself with the sign of the
he savs, Ourhelpisin the naneof the Lornd. |
ans.—* who made Heaven and EKarth.—» < O’
Lord, hear my prayer.—ans. And let my cry come'l
o ‘Thee.” —“I'he Lord be with you.— Ans, And '
with thy Spivit.”>  Let us pray. |

O Almighty and eternal God,who hast deigoed
to reenerate these thy servants of water and the
1loly Ghost ; and who hast given them the vemis-| words every prayer, or serics of prayers in the Ca-
sion of alf their sins; sepd forth upon them from ilholic church, is ushered in, inviting thus all present
heaven thy seven-fold spirit, the Paraclete.—Ans. 110 join in the supphication addressed to the conunon’

cross,
to address the deity, with lus face towards the al-'
tar, prays thus =— '
Shew uato us, O Lord thy mercy !
Ans.  And grant unto us thy salvation !
© Lord, hearmy prayer !
Ans.  And let my cry come unto thee!
Then he says : * Let us pray : (with thesc’

Awen.” »g Father of all.) ‘
Ihe Spirit of Wisdom and of understanding. ] « O (lod, who hast given thy holy spiritto thy
- = Amen, A Apostles ; and wert pleasedd that, through lhcmaml}

‘The Spirit of counsel and of fortitude.—Amen, | their successcrs, Le should he given to the test of}
‘Phe Spirit of knowledge and of piety.—Amen. ‘the faithful : look down propitious on the service of ‘

1l themn with the Spirit of thy fear ; and sign: our lowliness ; and grant that the same  holy spirit

them with the sign of the cross of Christ prOpitious:Qdesccnding upon the hearls of those, whose fore-

tato hife everlasting.—Ans. Amen.” ifheads we have anointed with thesacred chrism and!

The Bishop then standing with his Mitee on, signs Isigned with the sign of the holy cross; may, by

them with the sign of the cross; anomting then at (deigmng to dwell in them, perfect and make them

the'same time on the forehead with the chrism and jithe temple of his glory ; who with the father and

«aying . ““ I'sign thee with the sign of the cross : l\hlxc same holy spirit, livest and reignest God, for

confirm thee with the chrism of salvation ; in the |all eternity.”’—Ans,—Amen,

name of the Father. and of the Son, andof the I He continues thus :

Toly Ghost,—Ans.  Amen—Afler which he ) “ Behold, thus shall every Moan be blessed, who

uives cacha slight tap on the Cheek, saying peace . fearcth the Lord.”

be with thee.” ! "Then turning towards the newly confirmed, and
Fhe chrism is oil mixed with Balm, blessed by a': making over them the sign of the cross ; he bles-

Bishop : the oil represents the graceand the sweet !ses them in these words .

smelling Balm mixed with it, the odour of sanctity| < May the Lord lrom Sion bless you, that you

proceading from the grace of the Holy Ghost.| may sec the good things of Jerusalem all the days

‘T'his is the oiniment of the Pricsthood, and of Roy- 'ofyour Life ; and may have Jife eyerlasting 1—

alty, for,asthe apostle testifies of the courageous| Ans, ¢ Amen!”

followers of Clivist ; they are a chusen generation ;|

a kingly pricsthood. 1. Pet. 2, 0. We have hitherto purposely avoided cvery direct.

T'his sacrament, with its holy unction and effects, |, attack upon the Church of England : not from any!

]

i that ailuded to by Saint Paul : now, ke that con-| idea of its superior cluims to deference or indul—%

which, the Bishop putting offhis mitre, when about " Of #ell should never prevail against her—for th

!l/:c IHeavens and carth should pass away, but that
ki3 words should never pass ateay.

As a counter-part to the old churchman’s let
ter, and Snyder’s Narrative, we subjoin the follow
“ug, long withheld communication :~
| STHE CHURCHOF ENGLAND.

()
CInmalita sua lattficaverunt regem; ol in meudacis sws
| proapes. .

o
o

j'They have made the King glad with their wickeduess; and
' the Princes with thoir hes —Oscas.¢h 7, v. 3

| Every onc knows that it was to humour Iiug
3ﬂcm”y the Eighth inhis lewd propensitics; and to
gratify with she spoils of the Church, the greedy
minds of his unprincipled courticrs; that the Angh
jcan scet of Protestants was first formed and estab
lished.

Under the minority of his Son Fdward, and the
loug subseqaent reign of his dnughter Elizabeth, 1
was new modelied, frequently trimmied and adjust
ed inits faith and discipline; and finally setiled.
and proclaimed by Act of Parliament the religion
of the land: a siug, little national Synagogue, with
ueither priest nor prophet for its head; but onc bet
Hor befitting its lay—legrl character; the man, wo
man, or child born, or acknowledged, the legiu
mate sovercign,

Let us view the thing, erc it vanish quile: for it
,isgetting rather old of its kind. Its main props
too have been blown down of lite: and its Joose
. foundation yiclding to the super-incumbant weight.
jihe whole seems toftering towards its downfull,
Let us mark then. while ityet stands; and isstillre
‘sorted to, by the more fashionable and courtly cas
;of our home-born christians. this Anglo-regal

rand parliamentary portion of Protestantism.

‘Without stopping to commentupon the indeli-

rmethus with you, in Christ; and that hath -y, gence over the other reformed systerns of religion :!'ple record inscribed by history on its blood-smear

»ointed us, is GGod ; who hath also sceled us, and
given the pledge of the spirit in our hearls. 2, Cor.
i. 21,22,

‘I'he tap given on the cheek by the Bishop, with
these words -—peace be with thee; indicates, the
christian patience with which we are bound to sus-
11in in our spiritial warfare (for the confirmed arc
the enroiled’soldiers of Jesus Christ) the trials sent
us by God, and the injurics and insults offered to
ns hy ourfellow creatures : in so much that, as our
F.ord exhorls us, (and he himself sct us the exam-
ple of such heroic fortitude at his passion ;) should
our enemy even smite us on ke one check, we
should patieatly turn to him the other also, Luke,
6.29. YFarthe christian is sure to conquer by for-
hearance and patience; and In preserve that peace
of the Saviour, tehick surpasses all understanding,
Philip, 4.9.

F¥hile the Bishop washes his hands, tue atlen-
dants sing or rchearse the words of the ;3almist :—

Confirm, O God, what thou kast wrought in us
Trom thy temple of Jerusalem ! ps. 67,29, ¢ Glo-
ry be to the father; and to the son. and to the Holy
Gliost :—as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever more shall be; world without end '—
< qmen M—Confirm? 0 God, is repeated : after

:but from the respect we owe to the autharity which, l'ed portals, regarding the character of Itslustful.
Iright or wyong, still sanctions it ; and the estcem | murderous and rapacious-founder; and the base and
.we feel for the many amiable, liberal minded, andjsclfish motives, which fie, and his unprincipled
;learned persons censcientiously professing it.— agents had in view, in the crection of such a fabric

Such, lowever, will sce the justness of!
Jour long delayed, though <carly merited re-
talliation on that official organ of their Church
in those provinces, the Three River paper,
stiled The Christian Sentine ;

dersivesall she hasto boast of Christian Doctrine,
and priestly  dignity ; we reminded  him
‘Iof his uncourteous conduct once and again before ;
“but all to no purpose, as appears frum the ingertions
in his last number of July 8th, of an uxorious old
churchman’s Letters ; and an extract frum some
Snyder’snarrative ; all purposely got up, in order
to vilify, and render even detestable in the eyes of
his readers the Church ofall the great and learned
in the world for upwards of fifteen hundred ycars ;
and still of nearly all such since the discordant re-
formation : the Churchof all ages and Naticns ; and
therefore truly Catholic, the pvowedly first, and
therefore the only onetosshich the Saviour made all

this promiscs ; one ofwhich was that, that the gates
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all which, however, shews that noue of God's
work was there; since, consideringthe architects
and their intentions. it isclcar that they laboured
not from his inspiration, like Besaleel and Oliad,

_ the Editor|linthe construction of his tabernacle: Exod. 31. et
of which crams his dull sheet with tie lowest me-}iys examine the work in itself, and see if this Soma
I thodistic abuse of tiat Churcl, from which his own || rizan boasted cdifice be really more petfect, holv

and august, than the older onc of Juda, crected o
Aount Sion.

In its externalappearance, itis a kind of minia -
ture of the one, in opposition to which it was ruised
The mitre is seen engraved uptiPits walls; and ever
though sparingly, the cross of the redeemer; but
over both are placed the emblems of a power, on
which it more depends; the regal sceptre and the
crown. ) '

Let us lookat it withia.—We see here no alr.
no victim; no ‘sacrifice; and, consequently, no
pricstbood: for a priesthood without a sacrifice, i
the Protestant reformation, is a nopelty quite un-
heard of ip the universal wosld, Whatis  than
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ecome of the Saviour’s cverlasting priesthood, ac-
cording (o the order of Melehisudech; who affered
ap bread and wine, as pricst of the most high Godl
Where is that universal sacrifice, and pure oblalion,
which, according to the jast of all the prophets, Ma-
lachy, 1, 11; twas to be offered up in every place,
1.70m the rising of the sun to the going down thercof,
cmong the converted Gentiles.—Where is wisdom’s
banquet, Prov. 92 Where is the Saviour’s living
and life-gwing bread? the true bread that cometh
down from heaver:, and giveth life tolhe world: bet
rer than even the mraculous manna: kis very flesh,

(o eat, end his very blood to drink? Jolm 6. Isit
only what we spy hero on theiv communion table?|
thevmtner’s drug and the baker’s crumb?  Is this;
then the fulilment of all the ancient ﬁgurcs?—'l‘hisa
thair wondrous  accomplishment, that vasso to!
surpass them allt 'What ! Nothing in subslancc!
aid reahity, butan earthy crust, and the juice of
the grape? This indeed isall, that i common;
wali ats protesting brethren tlis regal pachansenta-
1 osect allinds.

But, at least in its ceremonials,- and external
forms of worship, 1t has notstripped itself so shame-

It former laborious and beneficent cleray; a clergy,

i1 fuld to the sower the seed thrown into ity by found-

|itigious dwellings, and by reaving churches worthy

their retyrn to poperys) "l'c.S"”.“’ fell spirit of re-ji pyilies.  So that theiv dupes, the good people, must
morselesy hatred to the bn\:murs church, whichlt receive, nnd welcome, as their spiritual direetor ad
hiad beeninfused in o their minds by the lying|l ouide to heaven, the black-coated, shovel-hatted.

nuthors of this villainous contrivance.

In the whole of this nufling. parlinmentary, pig-)!

"but noble born numb-skull: the political partymuun;

lie sucaking sycophiant; or hypocritical yea andnay

my churcly, we witness nothing It the work off man; whose camelion mind assumes  alwiys thg

sclfish, greedy and unprincipled woiklings; whoy !
have exhausted every nrt ol deception to seewre 10
themselves and their famifies induolent case and af-
fluence at the expense of the public.  And thiat pub-

lic, who wore such lusersby the expubsion ot theit

that, like an exuberant field, returned a hundred

ing universities, and establishing imumberless free
schools; by building and er:dowing hospitals, and
places of refuge for the sick and indigent; by erect-
ing and keeping in repair, their Presbyteries and re-

ot the august religion they protussed, churches, stil
the ornament and boast of their nation; aad all this|;
without any pecumary exactions, or legally ex-|
torted contributions from their hearers: Yet tho),

tessly naked, as its legal sister, the Preshyterian
Kirh, and the rest otits protesting kindred.  Yet
i seanty rags it wears are none of them its own,
‘They are but some shreds purloined by the wan-
ton, wayward danghter from the well stored ward-
sobe of her venerable wother. With these she
Jecks out her dwarfish form; and emulates her en-
viedd parent’s unrivalled state and comeliness.

All the forins of worship iu' this singular seet ave
Vit an imperfect, dry, dull mimickry of the Catholic
vites and external observances. ks whole devo-
rional eode. is nothing but the mangled remains of
the Roman liturgy, translated from the universal
Linguage of the universat Church into the vulgar

Jdiotn of the peeuliar spot, for which this “ecclesias-
neal monstruosity was designed.  Norin all this
new chuich serviee, or buok of common prayer, as
s ealle d, do we find any thing original, or hon-
estiy got; any thing it can properly call its own;
smt the many curtailings, necessarily made from
-1e Catholie original, in order to adopt this last to
‘Lo negative nature of the profestant creed, and a
tew not verv ereditable additions more of a politi-
«al thana rel rious kind, such as the mock-marlyr-
dom of that trvekling monarch, Chavles the first:
the resloralion of Lis lewd and licentious son,
Chintle the Secont; and the glorions  accession to

'he English crown ot the Dutch deliverer William:
-l for royalty, and 1alty to himor her, who reigns
the head and ido¥of t+is church establishment: and
tinally, though firet in time, the office for Cecil’s
foly duy, as Tames, hi~royal master, styled it that
shameless tibel on theinnocent Catholics bore and
wnborn; The gunpowder treason; with allits fiend-
I:ke exccrating prayers,told yeacly over every where
througliout-tlie British dominions, with pealof bells
-aul cannon’s roar;' to rouse, if slumbering after
sentaries past; and kesp,if possible, tor ever alive
an the breastsof the “iznorant “credulous, and de-
“yled multinde, (agthe sure means  of preventing

public, fur whose advantage, all this, and vasily|,
more was donie; could be brought to exult in the ,
suppression and oppression ofsuch an order of meng |,
and toapplaud the very plunderers of this, their
commion property; of which their Catholic Clergy
were but the legal keepers; and to hail the intro- i
duction inupon them of a greedy, craving, all-con- ‘
suming, yet never satiated set of locusts; who feed
and fattenvith their hopeful brood upon the hard-
earned fruits of the labourer’s industry; which broad
at the incumbent parent’s death are thrown, quite
unprovided for, 2 preciouscharge, upon the com-
munity: that public, the English, who Lold them-
selves sowise, could be so befooled and  outwitted |
by heir selfishand crafly rulers; as with joyful ac-
clamation to make over to them, and their heirs
for ever, the precious mine, from  which they de-
rived such inestimable advantuages; and to accept,
in rewrn, from the hands of their titled swindlers,
a carnal clergy 10 be quartered on them; a num-
berless poor to be provided for; and in order to
prop up, and perpetuate the new order of things,
adnatwn‘al debt, that can never be  extinguish-
eds

In the right of lay nomination, or presentation,
to the situations of this singular churchy which. its
lay founders very wiscly kept to themselves; we
seea bare-faced usurpation of the massive power,
granted by Christ to his sole apostles, and their
lawful successors, the bishops, or rulers of his
church, and, in the sale of these lucrative situa-
tions, daily advertized in our newspapers; the
deadly sin of Simony recognized as a component
part of this-statutory religion. All"the wealthy
and important trusts in this national synagogue,
arein the gift of the king, its head, andof his mi-
isters: of the nobilgfand chief landed proprietors;
who hold them asa:disposeable boon to the sup.
porters of their measures, right or wrong; to _their
flatterers and fayorites; or, as asure provision . for

we, which is most to the liking of his patron: wm,

in fine. the good icllow, fox-hunting, jolly-bottle
companion of some noble rusue, and uproarous cox-

comb.

Such are the top-worthies; the very flour and
orinent ol this ecclesiastical establishment: plac-
ed there certainly more for ornament than for use.
These are the clucts not destined to do the drudg-
egies and mcuial duties ob the saored  housebiola.
Their thousands and tens of thourands ofthe pub-
lic money, they have a legal right 1o pocket. and
spend as they please; without any vllier return on
their part, but that of finding vut, good envugh fu
the donor |, sutue needy, and  therefore 1eady, Jde-
pendant of the same cloth; to do for a sorry and
vet begrudged mite of their lordly incomes, all
the duty, not a very hardvne; which they would
otherwize have to perfonin themselves,

And what, pray, dogs all this dear bought duty
cousist in?  \Why, really in nothing more than
what, ifhe can but read and wrife, the meanest
clownis eapable of performing. They have to
read their church service every Sunday; for  holy
days, except twod or three politiecal ones are ¢n-
tircly out ofthe question. And may not every
print-reading peasantdothe same: and, that per-
haps, in a more distinct and aundible voice, than ma -
ny a clerical and colleze-bred mumbler is  observed
to do! But they must also preach. O, that in
deed were some test of their knowledge, zcal and
piety; if but from the abundance ofthe head and
heart the mouth were truly speaking. But if alt
their preachings are but readings, though, for the

ilook of'the thing, they are made from manuscripts

oftener bought than prepared; what man, weman,
orchild, who has been for a few months with a
competentwriting master, but might preach as
good a sermon as any of them? They have be
sides now and thén to administer theic Lord’s sup-
per: to baptize and marry the living; and bury the
dead. 'These are doubtless weighty and important
dutics, and all as well paid for. Yet the mere me-
chanical performance of'such is not above the capa-
city ofany one. Their Lord’s supper they say, is
nothingZbut commonbreadand wine, parted among
the most church-going of-their hearers.—Their
marriage is ito sacrament, but only a civil contract
Baptis:m, duly administered, is valid, without them.
Their confirmation too is no sacrament, but merg-
Iy a ceremony, retained for the sole purposg of
keeping up what they so much pride themselves
in, prelatical distinction. ‘Their fuperal service, in.
fine, is but a catch-penny job: like the Undertnk-

er’s ridiculous display of staves, bands and ostrich

tails; invented only to tythe the property of the
mourning survivors; but ofpa purpose, or pogej-

ble tise whatever to the soulsof the deceased.

the younger, and least hopeful branches of their fa-
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. Here isthen the body ofa Chureh, without, &\
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soul: the shadow of religion withoul the substance, (| We may gather from all this, and from many {’ Rear'd, and matur®d in reason’s 1y sesenc.

]
!

a legalized joint stoch company of simonaicul fil-
<herss a iy poeritival, pich-pocket humbug; sup-

porting every mal-aduumstration, by which tistwell asvpiritual, We oursehves, too, fice

supperted. “Fiwe whole, in fing, is but a political

3 . ) . !
engine, eontrived at fist to gratify  the lust and,
wvariee ofa cruel and remorseless tyrant s and ever
sinee upheld by those in power,as a prop to their!

own contequence; a bribe to their partisansg a
hovnty 6 thar flattaiors and followers; and asure
provision to thur needy velatives,and - dependants.
But, iewghiit has hitherto fully  answered their
views aid expeetations; and wionght  such won-
fews.as s prime maver, truth’s adversary, has
acen pornstied o effect on the winds of the wil-
tally iznoraut, or the carclessly blind and musgnd-
ed wultitudes the terin ofits wusclnevonus etficacy
1 drawing 1o a close, smee the daylgnt of truth
Hae been sufiered to break in upon its most lud-
den springs, and secict intricacies,

Such is the profane and unhallowed thing, still
beld up to the adwiration and vencration of our
countrymen, as more  perfect and holv, than the
wvident work of God. o goldenidol set up by ano-

1
|

tiier Nebuehadnezzan; betove which all his sub-y)

feetsare commanded 19 bove. Butit will happen,as)
it formeriydid, that, afier passing through the fie-|
1y furnace, the children of God will see ¢ast down
by the sawe authority that mised it up, the abom-!
natinn, vhich they so piously ang resolutely 1efus-
ed to adore.

Yo be continued.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND LAPLANATIONS.
Continuted
THE BOOCK Of JOB.

This hork takes its name from the holy n:an, of
whom it treats; who, according tothe more proba-
ble opinion, was ofthe race of Esau;& the same as
Jobab, King of Edom, mentioned in Gehesis, ch.
$6. v.33; It is uncertain whowas the writer of it.
Some attributet to Job lumself; others to Moses,
or same of the prophets.—In the Hebrew it is writ-
ten in verse from the beginning of the thicd chapter
to the forty second chapter. D. B.

Chapter 1.-~Vorse 1. Zandof Hus.  The land
of Ilus was a part of Edom; as appears from La-
ment. of Jerem. 4,21, Ihid.

Verse5. Blessed, for greater horror of the very
thought of blasphemy, the scripture boti here  and
v. 1i,and in the following chapter, v, 5,9, uses
the word bless: to signify its contrary, Ibid.

Verse 6. The Sons of God, the Angels—Ibid.
Satan also, §¢c. 'This passage represents tous in
a figure, accommodated to the ways and under-
standings of men, 1. The restless endeavours of
Satan against theservants of God. 2. Thathecan
do nothing without God’s permission. 3. That
God doth not permit him to attempt them above
their strength; but assigts them by hisdivine grace,
in such amanner that the vain efforts of the enemy
only serve to illustrate their virtue and increase

other passagesin scripture; that, with the pennis-;

sion 0 )
of all the evils we endute in this lile; tem

f Go.", the devils are the immediate ministers
‘-urnl, as
y yield-:
; ing to their inspiving ispulse, are wade the wstru-|
ments of their plotted mischiel against vuisenes
and others.

Chapter 3,~Verse 1. Cursed kis day, .Tobi
,cursed the day of his birh, not by way of wishing!

{ press in a stronger manner his sense of human mi !
series in general; and of his own calamities in par-

ticular. D. B

Ilis Ianguage here was inspired, to shew wlat a
misery and misfortune itis for the creature o be
ideomed to sufering and pain; the opposite of the!
yend for which it had been called into existence:
tandd thevefore what the woeful state and  lamenta-
ttions must be of those unfortunate beings, who are’
castaway for cver frem the face of theiv Gaod; and
condemned to everlasting torments for their sins.

1

Chapter d.—vers. 1R, Behold they that serve
Tim, are not steadfast : and in kis dngels he found
wickedness.

In this vision of Elipliaz isrevealed to us the
falt of the Rebel Angels : and alo a doetrine direc-
tly contrary tothatof Protestant «ssurance ; but
the samne as tauglit by the Catholic Church 3 _and
agrecing with the wards of Serijturewhich aflirms
that no onc Lnotws whether ke is worthy of love or
hatred Eccles. 9. 1. and of 8t. Paul 5 who though
not conscious to himself of any thing, declares
tatself not thereby justified. for that ke who judges
kim is the Lord. 1. cor. 4. 4.

Chapter 6. verse 2—1y sins §c.  He does not
meal to compare bis sufferings with his real sins 3
but with the unaginary crimes. which his Friends
itnputed to him : and espedially with his wrath,q ar
gricf, expressed in the third Chapter which they
so much accused : though, as he tells themn  here, |
i bore no proportion to the greatness of s cala-
mity.—D. B

evil to any thing of Ged's creation: but only to ex-!-

!

Wal'd by her dawn, the intellectual ponee
Start sudden feom their teance, like vernal flow 'es ¢
With gen'val wanntaher gradual brght'nang dav
‘Their birom expands 5 and shews mue gloving yay
Uil perfect all, with ev'ry virtue fur, o
Lound clust’ming v anious, own her plastic care :

Not perishable domn'd, likke thase that blow,

| Sol's fading race successive here below.

. _As from her dewy nest, on flutt’ring wings,
Renus’d by the dawn, the Iark sweet warbling springs o
Still ayh and agher windsher aury way 5
Aud pours, or distant heard. her matin lay :
(‘all’ts up by Reason’s ray. so genius noars 3
And truth’s abistractest regions seen explores:
Wide o'crth’ ideal vast excursive glhides ¢
Waerghs, measures all observ’d 5 compounds 3 divides
New cembinations and proportions spies,
And ever endless varying Harmonies.

| Or through the world matenial wings her flizht
" As Newton, thou : and marks its wonders hiight
- Along the void each wand’riog orb parsues,

1B

' Hs distrance scans; its size and swiftness views
" What motive pow’e so urges 1ts career;
And what restrictive checks its headloag sphere;
Like tircless courser, ’mid the boundless spave,
‘Fruc to the goal that winds Lis rapid race.

! Or an his native carth should he pursue,

His fouud rescarch . still wonders op’ning new,

i In veason’s ray, more bright than solar Blaze,
Fixt at cach step his fond admiriog gaze.

' Whether the mead, with flow’ry ve:dure clad,
1o loves to trace. or seeks the forest’s shade .
‘The rocky mountain’s airy steep ascends 3
Or down the vale his musing footsteps bends.
Iu waser, carth or air, cach objeet spies:

Its nature scans; its useand virtue trics :

. On brittle bark the wat’ry waste explores ;

" And works his trackless way to distant shores
Collects what wealth their realms remote affied,
Earth’s tribute due to man, her sov’reigh Lord.

,Inall his bold attempts, "t1s reason’s ray
‘That rausing prompts, and lights him on hi way,

| And were that ray withheld, and Jight divine,

1 In vain for him yon Solar Orb would shine.

|
|
!
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Chapter 9. verse 9. Asa cloud is consumed,
and passelh awuy ;o ke, that skall go dewn infoj
hell, shallnot come up.—That is, he that gocs
down into the grace, shall rot come back to occupy
his former place here on Earth as is further shewn
in the fellowing verse.

Verse. 16. [ lhavedone it witk hope &c. Job
seems here to speak the language of dispair: but
he only in a poetic and figurative straine affirms
death and non-existence to be preferable to life in
the midst of suflering aud misery without end ; and
shotws forth the utter wretehedness & hopeless con-
dition of those whom the Lord rebukes 1n his fury
or chastises in his wrath.

Chapter 9. verse 20.  If Fwould justify myself ;
my ow}: mouth shall condemn me. [}‘ I would chow
myselfinnocent, he shall How

grove me .wickcd:
does this agree with the Presbyterian’s gift of as-
surance? .

‘To be continued.
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Continued extract from Repson.
A M. 8. POEM.

Noton the fragravt lap of flow'ry spfing
Does so), such g3ily yaried blossoros fling :
Does summer bid ¢’er'plenty so profuse,
Swell with his fostring heats and fresh’ning dowy,
Or Autumon, bentbeneath his mellow store,
To winter c’cr such heap'd¢provision pour 3

their merit.—1bid,
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