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Speakers' Patriotic League

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
JUNE. 1916

The SfK-akcrs' Patriotic League wa« jr^anized itk Marrli. .''15, arxl

ijimmenced active operations in the fol! )\ving month. In \\\r memorati
•him then issueti, the pun^ses of the I.eaijur were set fortii suhsiantially

as follows :
—

To eiliicate jnihlic opinion throughout tlic country as to the pressing
needs of the Kmpire for men and money; to co-ordinate and stimulate
all the various activities working to this end, and to augment the various
patriotic funds without however estalilishing any fund of its own. Cam
paigns were to he carried on as the needs of tlie military an(' relief

situations dictated, it being understood that whenever tho recruiting of
men foi O-.erseas service or the raising of funils for patriotic and relief

l)urpnses, appeared to he lau(.;ing in any particular district, those
enrolled in the Speakers' Tatruttic League should he availahle for pro-
moting the organization of local committees to carry on this work, and
to provide '»eakers to address meetings for the purpose of arousing the
general public of such districts, and for securing an adequate response.

The formation of tiie League was due to two somcv.hat concurrent
movements. Mr. N. F. Davidson, K.C"., found, ear!-, m VnS. as he
spoke in various municij)alities of our Military Division, the need of
some organization wh'ch could supply speakers and organizers to aid
both in the stimtdation of patriotic endeavor and in the organization of
it for definite needs. Recruiting was being done in such a desultory
way 'hat it had praci!'-ally no effect upon the community as a whole,
and the needs of the Patriotic Fnnd were being completely overlooked
in a jreat many places. While tin- Red Cross Society had organizations
of women at work, there was no attempt being made to collect money
for tiic Red Cross at all commensurate with its claims. Karly in the
year, Mr. Davidson called the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to
these facts and, locally. the organization of this League might be said
to be Jue to Mr. Davidson's efforts.

At the same time, Sir Herbert Ames war working 'n a more sta-
tistical way in Ottawa. He found that those counties wh' :h had given
fewest men were al.so weak so fa.- as contributions to the Patriotic Fund
were conceined. He evolved the idea of having organizations foimed
in each Mibtarv' Division, with a central organization at Ottawa, which
would aid recruitine and the Patriotic Fund.

His Honour, tuo Lieutenant-dovernor. called a meeting of a nun'-
ber of gentlemen who had manifested their interest in p; triotic work.
This meeting was held in C -vernment House on March 2nd, 1915. and
the work of the League, as defined above, was agreed upon.

Following this, the organization work was continued at meetings
held on March 12th and March 19th, and a public meeting was called
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Z,rlrrV'*^
''*''''' '"'^'"''^ *'"^ ^^"'*" ''^'"'''- '^' «hi» meeting the

r.tficers wl.osr names stand at the head of this report were elected.

The pnriM,,cs aixive outlined- namely, that the League i.r CentralOntario, re ated m ex -tly the same way to recruiting the ['atriolfclund and the Red Cross In.nd. should serve as the emVal bureau forupplymg speakers and organisers- have heen consistently followedhuughout he year. Kvery attempt has In-en made both to ""an^/

•

.fdti,;l" in'
;:'"'' '?"' •" "";•' "^ -««--'-" and to assist L.liof utuens n every patriotic en.kavor. No assistance that we culd

'v n in those casts m which it was evident thai even the travellinL
. xpnises of speakers wonl.l have to he lK,rne hy the League Tha is•u- broacKst possible attitude lias been maintained to a?Ho ic worl^ f

' ^7 "''7l\'";r-
"'"' "'^" '^""^ ''I'l-'"'*-'' t" "'i^ repoVt. from I ieiten

runrh ^\'"'^'"^•:^" ""'-rt Anus and Mrs. I'lumptre show that

Hefore the work of the League is reported in detail, it might be of

u ,h h'VT' "''^^.'""'•"- '-^'^K"- «ere formed for Kastern Ontariou.th headquarters at Kingston, and in Montreal. .Some months ago the

V ruiting C omm.ttee. In Eastern Ontario, while branches of the League

T' '/"'Tr','",'"^"y
places diroughout Military Division No. .3 and..ms.derable he p wa, given to recruiting, no attempt was made "o..rgani.e for either the Patriotic I'und or Red Cross' .Society and nrecruiting the policy of organization followed in Central Ontario has

lZ\t'^T^- ^." ^'V'
''' ^'^ '"''''• "° °»'^'^'- ''ranches of ?heLtague were formed, and it was found impossible to organize tne

onul ?*'"'
^'"^^T"^ '! ^u"^^'^-

"^he consequence is that the Central
^ ntario League is the only branch which has developed as was origin

lavelTh^nf ^T --^^"f
*•'"" «^ * '- ^acts may assist those Sohave not been familiar with th-. innei working of the League to realize

emraTontlTr f '"".'I'^'l' °J-
*^" work wnich has been done n

the contributions to the Patriotic and Red Cross Funds. Central Ontario

wo'rt thi^Sstf/u?£"i^" "° ^-" ^^«- ^- - ^^e kind^of

Military Division No. 2, to which we have largely confined our
attention is composed of thirteen counties and four districts TheKastem boundary of the Division is the Eastern limit of Ontario

Til 'i'
^^"'"'' °^ Muskoka. the District of Parry Souni

a-ul the District o Nipissing; the ^^ estern boundary fs ^heV\etem limit of the Counties of Norfolk. Brant. WentworthHa ton. Peel. DuflFenn and Grey, and the District of Alg;ma. No part

U , o^s'iS tLoT '"'
'T-

'^'^" °--'°°'<-d. and while we have foS
.1 possible to do more work in some parts of the Division than in othersowing to both geographical and local conditions, a complete report of
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the work acr.)m|>li<.lu-<l would deal with every O.iinfy an.t Distru | nuii
t..me.l lurfher our activities have l.y no means U-en confined to our

V.''", V '•"•'" ^V-
''•"'' ''""* "^'"^ "^ f^"" '•-•»"' as IVterlH)roui{h in

.No. J litvision ;'n<l m many j)laivs in Militar)- Division .\o. 1.

Ai the irr-eption of ,air work. Mr. (now Captain) ( . .V. 0.chraneMA was enK'a.;e.l as orijani/inK secretary. Mis work consisted larcelvm the formation of local committees i, •l,„s(. ,„wn> .,nd counties ulier'e
no steps had l.een taken in the d.rec.on of o.Kam/inp for patriotic
work. I e remame.1 with the l.eayue until the .ni.ldle of N'ovemherwhen he hecanie S..cret.,ry ..f the Sol.liers' Aid C ommission. A L'reat
deal .,t the suc.ess o the I.eat'- i, due to the splendi.l work of Mr
ochr.-.ne m plannj; ocal patr. u ortrani.ations in our Division on

fhornuRhly sound and practical ff.un<lation.

(-.n-uliln'l.'l ' r r"'";
""". .^''- ^^

•

^' '^^^'"' "'* "^'Jani/er for the
* .<". d.an r atnot.c I nud could „n. keep pace wuh the work of or^;;.ni/.

for h m. the I.ea«ue ..-cured, ahout the middle of |une. the services o'f

;:.•!"'•'"./''"'""''.""."• •'• '^"'"•^'^' ^^''" ''••'^ rendered conspicuous
sirN. e n. the orRani/ation of rural municipalities. , nd who is still with

"he F)ivis:on.
'

"

"""* "''''"' '"^''""'" "^ ^'-^ruitiiik' campaigns in

i:ven with the addition of Mr. Roherts. the work of .rL'ani/ .on
coul.l not keep pace w>th the deman.l. and. a; the ,.atiiotic commntees
in many places were willing to comhine the .'atriotic and Red Cross
I un<ls tn their campaigns, the whole matter w..s presented to the Cana-dian Red r ross Society, with the result that .Mr ,^ M MiUcr H \was. ahout the 1st of July. enpaRed hy them as or? cr and placed atthe disposal of the .Speakers' Patriotic League. M, '

Ii!ler"s work has

nl!!!,!!!.?!
7' T'

'nterru,.tion to the present time, a .u we have alreadyplanned a full Summer s work tor him.

In the early Fall. Mr. Melville H. .Staples. B.A. was engaged onthe same basis as Mr. Miller l.y the Red Cmss .Societrand pKed at

Z\ tTu- ^^l -^l^'"'"
''•^' ^f'''""''''' « -'^ ""••• Mav'l'st whin t wa

attention. "^ "
"''"""' ^"'" "''^" ""''* ^^'"^^^ 'lemandJd hi

II ^ ^? '''? ^^""'^ .^^."' ''''°' '^'^ ^'^''^ able to secure Mr. J M \\v-,tt

ni" / 'V^''"'''' r""'l- r'^'
^^hicli he has been work n^ since that'

Tk o
^""

.'^^'"r^ '''''^ '" ^-^^'"" Ontario is alreadv arrangedby the Patriotic Fund Kxecutive Committee for him.
'

^''^"^'^'^

The above will .u once make evident how close has been the rela-

nd h Ca'nad aV^H C
'''%'"'?^"^' ''"'^ ^'^ ^'^'--' PatrroSVund.inn me i. anaaian Red Cross Society.

..iJll"""
*''^ ."l-Sani/ation of our League .ve have been in close touch^^.th the recruiting situation, although during the first few months of
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unckTtaken ai.outtlK' middle of lur^flhi^"'^
^ recru.tmg campaign

mctluKis uhici, i.ave since been foIlAu
""^Pa'K" inaugurated the

tlirougI,out the Divisio nameh ,hl
'""' '""^ ^^'^'^'"'''^ ^"'-"^•^

oi ehgihle men and the ners^nlV I'"T*'»'-^^r ^f a list of the names
nai^n u-.-,. nr,".,.."r...!'^'^/-^?"^'

*^/'"vassn,K of them. \\ hile the cam-paign was productive of good re tit n m'f . T" ^ '"''" '''^' ^-^"i-

valuahle result was the fnforma, ion whH ';"'''• ^""''''''>' ^'^'-- '""^'

state of mind which existed ™tleoumr 'I^?''" 7 '' ^" ^'''^ ^'^^^^^

was at once utilized and the hrs nnll
^'

, f
•"^"'"mation secured

Hall meeting, held uncr he anJn /<'"'' ''['^''' "'^^ ''^^
^'=>^-'^^T

"anding oIIkxts of '
| ja,^'aT^ion^ T^'^^^ >"'' "'^- ^""^

1-ague. Mr. Cochrane-, a ^S^c etan of th"^r'""'''^
°^ ''^^•

organized this meetin,r nn,i n,„ 1. "'*^9 "^ ^'^^ Committee whichorganized this meeting, and the e\ii.Mi>;pc ^f ,1
" " "" "'.ilu

this Leage. Jt is unnec ssa J ^'ieak o h' "^"•'"^^V^'-'^-'
'«'"»- ^v

pected success which atten IcuHhl m' f l
"^ tremendous and unex-

t.lled. hut it was repor 1 , i at Cm'o'o^^
°",'^'

""f
''""^•>' "^"

of ihe City Hall in llu- overflow mm m/Ttr'''' ^'^'''r^
'" ^'"""'

-as taken in the formation of I rcitiz^l'^'^'v'' '''^ ''"^^
•^^^'J'

'oronto, for which Mr. Cochrane acted .i^
^<«-ru,t,ng League of

nation was completed.
'"'""' ^'^^'^ ^^ .Secretary until tiu organi-

tHro.:;,;oy';h/l5So^t.:;:^r;:s-
•s^,^:f -;;- ---ing work

success until the present time Th,'
co tmued with such conspicuous

county battalions n he Fa 1^^^^ tJ ne "'r'''""/'^
'^'' ^"'"^•'''i™ "^

'division. We were, cons ,ue„ c
''""'-' ^'^'•""f^'hout the whole

recruiting meetings, an isk'o'tl?^
"'"'" '" '"''I^'^' '^I'^^''^^"^^ f'""

who were trainedNo"ddr;ss ull: mLt^i^gf^^ "' '*^'"™-' -'d-'--

He at once mad? use o f the c 'al lommln
"""'

.'
^'"'"^ '''^ " ^"l^'^"^--

to these added others in n „ 1"^ T '
"n'''^"'".

'^'"^^ ^"'"'"'^d ^"^
this was the definite reco^on k the miit'

-'
'T^'^''' *^'^'"^"t '"

-hich civilian organizati.i,;'shoul3 t^ m r:;ai:;?;5;"'""
"' '" ''''

;a^ei!zrti;j Sn,s;:^>:s:^;;SCo/;h^r 71 ;r^
""^-

( (.mm,ff..„ ivr_ , , ,. .

""'*^r -.•»m, ot the Central Recruiting

funds which might he i)l-;ced J L f'''''*'';
'"'"''^"'^ ^° administer the

undertake all the office. nH
''^'*^^'•sI,osal to aid recruiting, and to

The consecfu;;';: ha^Ven h.;f f r^^^^'i;;: ^r) n"^'^ T'^'r
''^ -^--^

-^ of the Speakers- Patriot^ ^S;;^i!;:;^J^-:::!;f;J-,;;^e
a.i^
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i

to recruiting. All the office expenses in connection with the work of the
C entral Kecruiting Committee have been home l.v the Speakers' Pat-
riotic League; conse<|uently, all the money provided through voluntarv
and county contributions l.y the Recruiting Committee has been used
for recruiting purposes only. (The amount disbursed to date is $10 400 )Colonel W illiams letter is as clear and definite a statement as is needed
with regard to the place which the Speakers' Patriotic League has taken
in the recruiting activities of this Division.

The thanks of the League are due to the manv ladies and gentle-men who have given their services as speakers, at the League's reciuest
without remuneration, and have done such excellent service Many of
the speakers whom we have sent out have placed tliemselves unre-
servedly at our disposal. This has been of the greatest possible assist-
ance in the arrangement of meetings.

In addition to the speakers, due acknowle.lgment should be made
to the friends of the League who have contributed so generously to-ward Its support. All the money received came from voluntary contri-
butions, and the vyork of the League was. naturally, in the last analysis
dependent upon those through whose generosity it was supported

'
'

Mention should also be made of our indebtedness to the authori-
les of the University of Toronto, who have contributed very largely to
the work of the League, both in providing office accommodation w^th-om cost and in giving the services of Dr. Abbott, the Pfonorary Secre-

The following letters, dealing with the work of the League havebeen received by the Secretary: 8 ,

«><•

From Lieutenant-Colonel Gcorfie H. Williams
Chief Recruiting Officer, Military District' \o, 2.

..rv,".'* ^^°'"l^
""*" ""' *-',','•''* ''•''•''^"e to bear testimony to the invaluableseruces you have personally an.l also officially, through Uie Speakers' Panotic I cagnc, rendere.l us m our recruilin? cimpaiKn in this listrict Theunusual success atta ned here has been in a vcrv large .leg ee he result of>our splen.h,! organizat on an.l efficient stalT. Your "experience in secu ing

!hl^n ' """^ '•''''' ''"""^ •""' ^"^•'^•"'^^ '" 'hi^ a^^'a. 'o that we were

;\mn-,^.n''v'
"" °':fi»"'^"'>?" '^"^t efficient an.l a.lequate for our recruli^''campaign. \ our assist.ints. (apta.n Cochrane and Lieutenant Roberts c os"n

bv wfci i nZb ; oV" 1? '"'r
^"^•"^^/"' i" ^'-curing financial resources

nlr V
"^ "'™''^"^ of capable an.l successful returned sol.iiers have been at

cnmn f'Tf T^T^'^y '"' recruiting, an.l in a.l.lition a most effecti e "n.ompetent bo.ly of volu.Ueer speakers have been available without interrt.on throughou the entire campaign. Your League has been the onv s, u ceof poster supply, th^ selection of which has met with general ai?nrov ,1 m I

r?he°v'.f ""T.^^'""
^'^'""?''-

^' '^ in^POssible to put too ^h Tn es imon the \alue of the many forms of splendid service ren.iercl bv your X'cand League and ,t is to be hoped that in the work vet to be .loncM s^wethe quota of recru.ts m this district we mav be assure.l of vour continiR.assistance m supply of speakers, stock of posters, etc The fu ure of ourecruiting presents peculiar difficulties in he .leman.l for pcrs stent °,u
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experienced modes. of anneal Ti,

From Sir Herbert B. Ames. K.T.. M.P.
Honorary Secretary,

CANADIAN PATRIOTIC FUND.

Ottawa, May 13th, 1916.

>°"';,League has rendered.
"P'"''"" '" ""r appreciation of the services

script ons that may be sen in tr. .,c k
"'^ entirely upon voluntarv «mK

i-und. and. on behalf of the Nationfi I °'' S'-nerously to the Patrimir

THE CANADIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY.

Toronto, May 22nd, 1916.
From Mrs. H. P. Plumptre,

Corresponding Secretary.

--"""^ -^^ ^--"-~> -- .0 assist onr .or. at";

in ^^i^S^7Z'S:l::j^^^^-^ feakers for and aided
frenera patriotic purposes, onThalf of tK^ '"!,'"^'"^ '^^'^ ^eld for
C ross Funds and for recruiting A ^ntJ

^^"^^.'^n Patriotic and Red
;vas ra.sed for the two above-m^nSn'^r^f""^'^^^ ^^ $1.500,oS
I-gue's endeavor, assisted by'b'aTcortllittt"^

as a result of 'the



Report of the Executive Committee II

The following is a summary of the recruiting work done by the
Speakers Patriotic League in conjunction with the Central Recruitine
Committee: *

Speakers supplied for 177 meetings.
Posters supphed f)9 gQQ

*

Pamphlets supplied 180,000

FINAXCIAL STATEMENT.
(From date of organization to May 31, 1916 )

kf:ceipts:.
'

Contributions
$6,478.57

I-.M'KNDITURE:

Office Expenditure (telephone, telegraph,
stationery, furniture, etc.) .' $ 826.14

-Sundries (postage, express, etc.) 226 90
Salaries

—

Office Staff $1,480..^0
Organizers 1.460.00
Dr. Abbott's substitute 420.00 3,360.50

Printing Posters 480 66
Less Receipts 3O.00 450.66

Massey Hall Meeting 177 75
Automobile (for orgaijizers)

'

325 00
Travelling Expenses (organizers)

] HI 13
Speakers' Expenses $678 6=;

Less Refund 54395 1347Q

Deficit (May 31) ''^^
j34 ^j

$6,612.78 $6,612.78

This report would be incomplete without reference to the serviceswhich have been rendered to the League voluntarily by the Honorary'
Secre ary. Dr. A. H. Abbott, ever since its inception Throughout theperiod o Its activities he has given to the work the most unremittingam whole-hearted serxice and it is not saying too much to state thatu thout his assistance the successful results which the League has
attained could not have been achieved.

John S. Hendrie,
President.

C. A. Masten,

-I- , .. , ,„
Chairman of Executive Committee

loronto, Ont., June 20. 1916.
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