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Not¢ and Comment.

The whole of the force must be
deeply interested in the negotiations
now pending for the amalgamation of
the two Montreai regiments, the First
Prince of Wales Rifles and the Sixth
Fusiliers. Apart altogether from the
historical record of the two corps and
the position of at least one of them as
one of the most efficient corps for its
size in the whole Dominion, the event
is of the greatest importance as an in-
dication of the fact that militia reor-
ganization, so long desired and so long
delayed, is at last to be practically
taken up by the authorities and push-
ed to a definite conclusion. It must
not be supposed that General Herbert
and the Militia Department will be
satisfied now that they have begun by

the combining of the two Mortreal
corps named. They have begun with
two of the senior regiments on the list
and they will go right on with it, and
it is not likely that anything will be
allowed to stand in the way, at least
it is to be hoped not.

To the observant, the amalgamation
of the First and the Sixth and the
proposed reduction of companies of
the Victoria Rifles and the Royal
Scots is considered as the inaugura-
tion of a policy destined either to put
the altogether too numerous small bat-
talions out of existence or to reduce
the establishment of ofticers to some-
thing like a reasonable basis. Militia-
men at a distance from Montreal, who
have been regarding the amalgamation
now under consideration as a matter
of no concern for themselves had bet-
ter disabuse their minds of that idea
at once. The step is not merely the
result of special local influences. The
Prince of Wales Regiment and the
Sixth Fusiliers have not ceased to be
efficient. Far from it. At last year’s
inspection the Priace of Wales Rifles
was among the half-dozen most effi-
cient battalions in Canada, according
to the annual report of .the Militia
Department, while the Sixth Fusiliers
was second on the list and only a few
points behind the leading battalion.
Nothing can be plainer, then, than that
the fine work of the reorganizer has
been applied to them first, not because
they stand in the most immediate need
of reorganization, but because, by
reason of seniority, they stand nearest
to the top of the militia list ; that s if
there is such a thing as a militia list
in existence just now.

Beyond all question this amalgama-
tion is the work of General Herbert.
Of course he obtained the consent of
the minister, but the General’s has

been the guiding hand all through,
He invited the commanding officers
of thetwo corps to a conference on
the subject, and while nominally
leaving the choice of amalgamation to
themselves, practically gave them to
understand that such a step was re-
quired. The advice of the command-
ing officers has been solicited on cer-
tain details of the amalgamation, in
order that the change may be effected
with as little injury to the esprit de
corps and individual interests of the
members of the old corps as possible,
for of course both of the regiments
concerned will have to sacrifice some
of the traditions of which they have
been proud. The question of the de-
signation of the new regiment has been
referred to His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, who personally
named the old Prince of Wales Rifles.
It has been argued by the General
that the uniform shall be that of the
Sixth Fusiliers, with the lily white
facings, and the tunics have been al-
ready ordered. The expectation is
that His Royal Highness will aj-prove
of the title the First Prince of Wales
Regiment of Fusiliers. Old Sixth men
will not be able to recognize their old
corps under that designation ; but on
the other hand Prince of Wales Rifle-
men will scarcely recognize their old
battalion when they meet the new
scarlet coated battalion on the streets
of Montreal,

Good soldiers, even amateur ones
like members of our own force, get
very much attached to their corps,
and they naturally hate to see the re-
giment for which and in which they
have worked and striven, lose the least
particle of its identity or its individual
glory. Still, omelettes cannot be made
without breaking eggs. The only way
to place the militia force on a sound
footing 1s to greatly reduce the number
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of companies and battalions, and the
amalgamation of the existing units is
certainly the most satisfactory way of
accomplishing that. There are diffi-
culties, and plenty of them in the way,
but they can surely be overcome in
every case, if they can be in amalga-
* mating two old corps with such splen-
did rccords and such distinct indivi-
duality as the two Montreal regiments
which are now passing through the
ordeal. We feel now that devotion
to the force, a practical loyalty which
should make us willing to pocket some
of our esprit de corps even, will lead
officers to assist General Herbert and
the Department in the great reform
which they are inaugurating, a reform
which has long been desired, and
which cannot be carried out any too
soon.

The benefits to be derived by the
force from reducing the number of
units and increasing the strength of
those remaining are so evident as to
scarcely call for comment. We have
always maintained that the allowances
to efficient corps were too scanty, but
have also held that a great deal ot
money was wasted in ccnnection with
many wholly inefficient corps. This
prospective reorganization will put a
full stop to the waste on skeleton bat-
talions, the remaining corps will be
strong enough to draw allowance suf-
ficient to keep the wheels moving, and
in fact there should be such a saving
as to allow of allowances all round be-
ing increased. It will come hard on
ineflicient corps, but the efficient ones
will reap the benefit, as they deserve
0. It is better to have fifty thor-
oughly efficient and well-maintained
corps in the Dominion than a hundred
struggling little battalions, many of
which exist only on paper and are ut-
terly valueless as military units. We
are for amalgamation all along the
line.

When on earth may we expect the
Militia Dept. to promulgate the “es-
tablishment list” for 1894-95? The
General Order said it would be laid
before parliament and promulgated in
Militta General Orders each year.
Parliament has been in session over
two months and still there is no sign of
the long looked for list. Some corps
have about completed their dril! for
1894 95 and are to be inspected this
month; others again, such as the
Toronto corps, have completed more
than half of it without knowing what
their strength isto be. We would like
to know the strength which the Mon-
treal corps, who have completed
their drill, are to be paid for. 1In this

connection it is understood that in the
new ‘‘ Establishment List,” the No.
of companies per ba‘allion is to be
largely reduced. For instance the Q.
O. R. and Royal Grenadiers, Toronto,
10 company battalions of 42 men per
company, are to be reducedto 8 com-
panies per battalion of 64 men per
company, and the Victoria Rifles,
Montreal, a 6 company battilion to 4
companies of 64 men each. In this
way the proportion of officers to men
will be largely decreased. As it is
now there is one officer to 8 men.
But the 64 men per company will
make the proportion about one officer
to 17 men. This is as it should be a
good strong company of 32 files, is far
better every way than 2 week com.
panies of half the strength. If this
reduction takes place, the number of
cfficers in excess of the authorized
strergth will have done so without
pay.

There is no sign yet of the militia
list corrected to Jan. 1st 1894. In
the old days when there was but an
Adjutant-General at Ottawa, the list
was issued some time in April. DBut
now with an Adjutant-General, Qua-
ter-Master General, Assistant Adju-
tant General and Inspector of Artillery
Headquarters, it is not out in May—
5 months, and no sign of it yet. If
the staff at Ottawa is increased any
more, we need not expect the list pro-
bably during the sam: year. It was
reported that the list was to be issued,
corrected to 3oth June each year to
make it conform to the militia report.
If so, we willnow have a list just one
year old, and little, if any, practical
value. No explanation is forthcoming
as to the unaccountable delay, Will
the Militia Dept. not enlighten us ?
We think the Dept. might add a few
pages to the back of the book giving
corrections to date, say 1st June as is
done in “Hart’s Annial Army List.”
In this way the militia list would be
up to date. But this suggestion is
not made with a view of holding it
back for 2 or 3 months more,

We notice by the Government press
that Mr, Campbell, the poet, has been
transferred from the Militia Depart-
ment to the State Department. When
this gentleman was appointed we were
told by the Government press of his
fitness for the Militia Department on
account of being a literary man, and
how he would get up the early military
history of Canada, now that he has
been transferred to the S ate Depart-
ment, the carly military history idea
is forgotten. The appointment of

any person to a military position who
is without any miiitary knowledge isa
fraud on the country. No person
should be appointed except military
men, why do we go to the enormous
expense yearly of maintaining a mili-
tary college, if we do not get some of
itsfgraduates for military appointments
No person outside of our Militia De-
partment would think of selecting a
person with no military knowledge for
militasy appointments, yet thisis what
is done at Ottawa. This reminds us
that we are somewhat curious to know
how the Minister of Miliia can re-
concile his statement that the militia
was divorced from politics, by his re-
cent appointment of 2 man as assis-
tant to the militia architect who is ut-
terly without any professional know-
ledge cf military engineering. Surely
of our military college is any good at
all, it could have provided a graduate
capable of filling this position, This
is the more unaccountable as gra-
duates of the college go direct into
the Royal engineers. It seems a
strange anomaly that the country
should go to the expense of educating
military engineers, and then for the
Militia Department to select a gentle-
man without any military engineering
education for the militia engineer
service. '

R. & O. 1887, par. g, states that
appointments to the District Staff of
Militia shall not be tenable for a longer
period than 5 years. Some of the D.
A.G's have been from 8 to 15 yearsin
onedictrict. Itis not about time the
regulations in this respect were altered
to conform to the policy of the depart-
ment not to transfer the D. . G's.

‘The militia report has very full ac-
counts of the state of efliciency, cloth-
ing, musketry, &c., of the militia corps
that drilled. But no such report is
made concerning the permanent corps.
Why is this? By the Queen’s regula-
tions general officers comsmanding are
requircd to make full and exhaustive
reports upon the personal efliciency,
conduct, character, acquirements and
services of every officer in the unit
and of all military staff officers. This
is in addition to his report on the
general efficiency of the units ; their
clothing, interior economy, adminis-
tration, messing, musketry, &c. Why
is this not done in Canada? If such
a report is made, it is quietly sup-
pressed. We know nothing from the
general’s report, as to how our regulars
are clothed, fed, housed, or their figure
of merit for musketry fire. Is this
latter so bad that it is not published,
or is it omitted altogether? Please tell
us, as we would like to know how our
regulars can shoot—ir at all.
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News of the Service.

Note.—Our readers are respectfully requested to
contribute to this department all items of Military
News affecting their own corps, districts or fricnds,
coming under their notice. Without we are assisted
in this way we cannot make this department as com-
plete as we would desire. Remember that all the
doings of every corps are of general interest through-
out the entire militia force. You can mail a large
package of manuscript, so long as not enclosed inan
envelope, for one cent. At any rate, forward copies
of!our local papers with all references to your corps
and your comrades. Address,

EDITOR, CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE
P.O. Box, 387, Montreal, Que.

Montreal.

Saturday May sth was a red-letter
day of the rosiest variety for the Vic-
toria Rifles, and no mistake. The
battalionWas overwhelmed with praise
and congratulations for the prowess it
had displayed in winning the Sir
Donald Smith cup last year, and it
woun universal praise for the way it
turned out for the event in question,
a way which augers well for its success
in retaining the cup this year. Natur-
ally, the Victorias turned out in full
strength. It was theirshow, and they
were bound to keep their end up. It
was not to be expected that the other
other regiments would be as enthusias-
tic as the Vics about turning out, and
they only had a couple of days to pre-
pare for the parade, while the Vics
had had the ceremony in view for
several weeks. The Major General
who was present made the event the
occas ion for a short address on disci-
pline. He said: DBefore asking the
generous donor of these handsome
prizes to make the presentation, I wish
to offer you my congratulations on
your s ccess. It gives me particular
pleasu re to see the Victoria Rifles at
the hea d of the list this year, and for
this reason? Three years ago I in-
spected this battalion, and though I
was not quite so severe in my public
rr marks as some unofficial critics, I
discussed, as I am always glad to do,
privately with commanding officers
the causes which, I thought, led to
much of the adverse criticism heard
on that occasion. The following year
you, Col. Starke. entered upon your
dutics as commanding officer, and I
have pleasant recollection of some
conversations which we had with re-
ference to the system of training to be
adopted. That year I gave you a
much more searching inspection,
which you went through very credit-
ably, though you {id not take the
prize. That you did not so was, no
doubt, a disappointment to many, but
it has resulted in a higher credit to
the Victoria Rifles, since it has given
them an opportunity of makmng a
procf of discipline. On that occasion
you set an example which I should
wish to see imitated. There was dis-
appointment, but it did not find vent
in complaints, either against the in-
specting officers or against the terms
or the competitions, in fact, you took
your defeat in a manly spirit, with a
quiet soldier-like determination to
make victory certain next time, and
therefore I say that you have my es-
pecial sympathy on this occasiun. In
the competition in which you take the

prize this year, we aim at the attain-
ment of military efficiency, as tested
by various military exercises ani ad.
ministrative details, but it must be
borne in mind that a body of men,
however highly skilled in military ex-
ercises, is worthless and unworthy to
be called a military organization if it
is not imbued with a spirit of disci-
pline It is hardly possible to establish
a comparative test of discipline, but
every man when he puts on Her Ma-
jesty’s uniform should be given a clear
conception of what is meant by disci-
pline, and should endeavor to attain
the ideal of discipline in the highest
degree.

By discipline is meant that power
of self-control by which a man places
his will and the exercise of his mental
as well as h s physical faculties, under
the direction of the person appointed
to command hitn  Those examples of
heroism which are familiar to you all
and are household words wherever
the English language is spoken—Ba-.
laclava, the Birkenhead, and more re-
cently still, the noble example given
on board Her Majesty’s ship Victoria
—are merely instances of this power
of self-control. (Applause.) The in-
cidents that furnish such examples are
fortunately of rare occurrence, but
every man that is standing here to-
night has the opportunity given him
of exercising the samz quality which
has invested those incidents with an
undying fame. livery man can, if he

- will, put a check upon the impulse,

natural, perhaps, to assert his own opi-
nion against that of his superiors, to
criticise and to discuss when he should
simply obey. He can compel himself
to keep silent when his inclination is
to talk. He can resist the temptation
tc acquire the trausient notoriety af-
forded by having his name in print.
He can abjure as unworthy of a man
the use of anonymous correspondence.
He can do this ‘even in those cases
“ where cach soldier knows some one
his blundered,” and he will be doing
his duty as nobly in the sphere alloted
to him as those who rode into the val-
ley of death at Balrclava.

A good deal has been said and a
good dcal has been written about this
competition, more, perhaps, than is
consistent with the prictice of thatself
coutrol to which I have alluded as
the soul of discipline. I am more
fully conscious than any one here this
evening how far this competiuon falls
short of the ideal which I would have
it attain. Having fuller means of
jndging, I can appreciate more fully
than anyon: else the causes to which
this partial failure is to be attributed.
Difliculties there will be everywhere,
but difficulties are meant to be over-
come, and there is one herc this eve 1-
ing, Sir Donald Smith, who is wdll
fitted to show us how difficuliies cin
be overcome in every undcrtaking.
He has given us the encouagement
which he is always ready to accord o
every noble and praiseworthy cuter-
prize, and I know that you e 1o
show yourselves worthy of his encour
agement. I can assure him that as
long as I am the trustee of his valuabe
gifts I will leave nothing undone to

preserve them from being unworthily
awarded.

Turning to the detachment of the
65th Battalion, the General speaking
in French said: “Colonel Provost,
ofticers, non-commissioned officers and
men of the sixty-fifth battalion—Be-
fore proceeding with the presentation
of trophies now before you, and in-
tended to reward the merits of your
successful competitors, I canaiot re-
sist a desire to speak a few words to
you, in your own beautiful language.

“T am happy to meet you, because
you recall to my mind the finest pages
of Canadian history. I fancy I find
in you the descendants of those heroes
who fought under the command of
General de Montcalm, of Chevalier
de Levis and of the Marquis de Vau-
dreuil.  Never forget that you belong
to the same race as those of your
valiant compatriots who formed part
of the Papal Zouaves regiment, those
crusaders of the nineteenth century.
That noble regiment rendered itself
famous by defending the church at
Castelifdardo, at Montone, at Monte
Libretti, at Monte Roland, etc., and
under the very walls of Rome, the
Eternal City, You see, then, that
good examples come to you from all
sides.

“ Your fathers rendered themselves
glorious under those famous chieftains.
‘Good blood cannot lie.” You are on
this continent the guardians of old
French valor. A legend holds that, in
days gone by French generals had only
to show their troops a redoubt and
tell them: ¢ Here is a fort to be taken.’
‘It is to be taken,’ the soldiers would
reply : ¢ Well, then, we shall take it,’
and they effectually took it, as they
said they would.

“You see now those handsome sil-
ver cups, due to the munificence of
our distinguished fellow-citizen, Sir
Donald A. Smith; you have missed
them this year, but they still remain
to be taken. Well, then ; take them
next year !”

—————tte——

St. John, N. B.

The New Brunswick Baitalion of
Garrison Artillery has lately sustained
a great loss in the death of its Pay-
master, Captain G:0. F. Smith. Capt.
Smith was but 54 years of age. In
his younger days he had been a gun-
ner and later a non-commissioned of-
ficer in the corps and had held a posi-
tion on the staff for the past:nine
years. He was one of the foremost
citizens of Saint John, N. B., being a
large and prosperous ship owner, hav-
ing recently added to his fleet, steel
sailing vessel of the most modern type.
ile was a man of splendid physique
and genial disposition, and a keen
sportsman.  H : was one of the lessees
of the Bonaventure Salmon River.
His funeral was attended by bis brother
officers, the fine band of the regiment
and many of the rank and file of his
corps, all of whom {sincerely mourn
his loss, and by a large concourse of
citizens. Under the new regulations
the daties of Paymaster are taken over
by the Major.

‘The annual meeting of the officers



6 THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

of the corps was held on the evening
of the 3oth ult.,, Lieut.-Colonel Arm-
strong, commanding, being in the
chair. All officers were present. The
regimental committee reported a good
state of the finances, the receipts for
the year having been $1,287.50, and
the expenditures $896.23, leaving a
balance of $390.27. The band com-
mittee also reported that they were in
funds, and the band in good condition.
During the year the battalion held a
public concert, a smoking concert for
the men, and a ball, all of which pass-
ed off successfully. Besides the above,
under special authority from head-
quarters, they fired a salute of one
hundred guns on 4th May last, the
centennial of the establishing of the
first battery of the present corps. Sur-
geon Daniel, Capt. Jones and Lieut.
White were elected as a regimental
committee, and Capt. Crawford, Lieut.
Foster and Lieut. McLeod on the band
committee. Lieuts. Gordon and Sco-
vil were appointed an audit committee.
Letters of thanks for copies of the
centennial photograph of the corps
were read from the artillery corps
throughout the Dominion, and also
from the Inspector of Artillery and
others.

An officer’s class is being held to
brush up before the beginning of the
annual drill.

—l- QP

London.

The ;Rifle Committee of the 7th
Fusiliers have decided upon entering
two teams in the Military Rifle League
of 1894, one team to use the Martini,
and the other the Snider.

The London Field Battery are hard
at work preparing for the annual camp.
It is expected the battery will be
stronger and better this year than ever
before.

Sergt. Major Munroe, R. R. C. I,,
has returned from Windsor, where he
had been holding a series of classes
for the benefit of the officers and non-
commissioned of the 21st Fusiliers.
Before !zaving he was presented with
a handsome smoking set, and a purse
of money, as a token of appreciation
on the part of the donors.

As yet there has been no move made
upon the part of the militia authorities
to appoint a Colonel to the command
of the 7th Fusiliers. The resultis that
this corp is locked up, and the arms
in the possession of the authorities.

It is said that the command has
been offered Major Beattie, and that
he will neither accept, nor decline,
and that there is no power to force
him to do either. Why this should be,
is not known.

The question among riflemen now
is “Where will we shoot next year ?”
The range used by the Western Dis-
trict Rifle Association will only give
600 yards, and as it 1s hoped that the
Martini-Metford will be the rifle next
year, this range will be useless, be-
sides unsafe. It is the opinion that
the Government should do something
in the way of providing a suitable
range, that would be convenient to the
city shots, and to the corps in camp,

As it is, the Government is paying
$125 per year for a range which is
used about 25 days in the year, and
where the 600 yard range is built in a
small clearing, and not at all satisfac-
tory. Now, if the W. D, R. A, and
the Government could pick upon one
of really some use and leave political
favors out of the deal it would benefit
all parties concerned, as it is well
known the Government is paying $75
too much for the range they now oc-
cupy.

The first consignment of the new
converted Martini-Metford rifles for
this District have arrived. No. 1 Co.
R. R. C. I. will in future be armed
with this rifle, and the Martini-Henry’s
formerly used are to be at once retumn-
ed into stores for to be converted im-
mediately.

Up to time of writing nothing has
been heard concerning promotions to
fill the vacancies in the Toronto staff.
Will the department take as long in
this matter as in appointing a com-
mandir g officer for the 7th?

The publication of the militia report
of 1892, created quite a ripple of ex-
citement in military circles here, as it
scored the 7th, (it 1s thought) a great
deal more than it deserved. But it is
allowed that the 1892 report will be a
good one, as against the 1894, if things
do not soon alter. About the best
thing the authorities can do to better
the present state of affairs with this
corp, is to disband it entirely, and
give the command on reorganization
to some one who will promote its in-
terest. As it is now, Major Beatlie,
who is next for command, will neither
“ eat the hay nor let the horse eat it.”
Whether that state of affairs is owing
to political wire-pulling or not, is not
definitely known, but some think it s,
and that the sooner politics are totally
eliminated from this corp, the better
for its welfare.

—p- O

Ottawa.

The third meeting of the Ottawa Rifle
Club was held on S8aturday 5 May, when
scme fifty members turned out to shoot for
the silver spoons. The wind was sowe-
what troublesome being from the frout and
changing at times from right to left, but in
epite of that eome good shooling wan dene.
The rifle wae the Martini, ranges 200, 500,
600 yards,

The features of the day were the ¢pecial-
ly fine ecores of Mr. Ellas an.d the ¢ possi-
ble ” of secretary Scott a' 500 yards, who
with the sighting ehot 1 :4 - eiph. conse-
cutive ““ bulls ” thus winning a dessert
epoon. The following are the ecoree of
thoce making 80 or over.

200 500 €00 Total

34 33 99

2 3 97

33 B ol

20 <0 K8

b I S Y |

29 27 86

27 30 85

28 48 85

0 3 M

3 23 84

3 27 83

30 25 84

LN P 3 9 8
J. P, Roblason............. 2 31 9 8
G. L. Blateh................ 2 24 9 8L

The following won 8poons :

J.H. Ellis dessert £poon lst ¢l:sa

C.8. Beott oo **  possible 500 5ds
C. 8. Scott tea ”" Int class

D, dcMartin  deusert ** 2nd claes

J.P. Nutting tes ¢ . "

1. G, Gray tea “  3rd ¢

OUR SERVIOE CONTEMPORARIES,

The evcampment of the Staffordshire
Tofantry Voluuteer Brigade at Teddesley
Park, ou the coufines of Cannock Chase,
in the August Bank Holiday period of this
vear i8 likely, says the Birmingham Daily
Gazette, to assume wuch greater propor-
tion than uaual, General Julian Hall,
commanding the North-Western District,
ie anxious before the termination of his
term of duty to arsemble the bulk of the
forces under his commsand at eome central
point, with the object of exercising the dif-
ferent branches of the service in combined
maccuvres, Of the auxiliary forces the
Staffordshire Infantry Brigade is the mest
centralized, and around aund apout this
body the General is attempting to secure
the encampment in August next of as
large a body of troops, both regular and
suxiliary, as i8 poseible. With this object
in view, negotiations have been conducted
belween the maunorial proprietors and the
military authorities, which it is exjected
will result in the formation in the fourth
aud fifth weeks of July, and the firet week
of Augusi, of a great sseembiy of the
troope quartered in the district. Autbor-
ity Laa already been obtained for the draft-
ing of trcope, 8nd it is more than prob-
able that about 15,000 men will be ascem-
bled on the Chase and in the viciaily in
the first week of Auguet. Theee will com-
bine all th2 arme of the service, and it i3
certain that outeide our great military +ta-
tions no such concentration of forces as
that contemplated will bave taken place in
this country siuce the great macocuvres in
Cannock Chace in 1873.

General Lord Roberts has acceptel the
houorary Coloueley of the Newcaetl -ou-
Tyne Voluunteer Ariillery, vice houorary
Colonel J. R. Young. Goneral Roberts
now diviles his favours a3 honorary C ,lo-
pel between the 3rd (Militia) Battalion
Derbyshire Ragiment, the Tynemuih Ar-
tillery, and the 2ud Loadoa R fles.

Prince Louis of Batteuberg’s invention
is durirg the summer to be subjected to an
exhaustive series of trials, a guuboat be-
ing eet aside for the purpoce. The inven-
tion is & tignalling apparatus, ccuosisting
of 8 ccllapsibl: drum, which opens and
ehuts €0 a3 to represent the long and short
dashes of the Morse code. The instru-
ment hae already been experimented upon
in tbe Channel Squadron, and the points
now to be ascertained are its simplicity of
working and the distance at which the sig®
nals can be read.

The meeting of the preeent year has
been fixed by the Natiooal Rifla Associa-
tion to commence on Monday, July 9.
The new Imperial competition, in which
150 prizes are offcred to the troop3 of the
Regular Army, the Navy, Marinee, and
Miluis, the firat prize being the Challenge
Cup and £100, is to be shot for in the first
week—the firat siage on the Wedneaday at
200, 600, and 600 yards, and the eecond
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stage (for the first 100 competitors of the
first stage) on the Thursday at 800 yards.
Competitors will be allowed to use either
the Lee-Metford or Martini-Heory rifle,
and will not be restricted to the weapon of
the corps to which they belong,

It was stated by Mr. Campbell-Banner-
mau in tke Imperial House ¢f Commons
ihe other vight that Volunteers who had
gerved in the India and the Colonies will
be entitled to the new decoration cn sub-
stantially the srame terms as those who
have served at home.

The selection of the names for the new
battleships by no means meet with univer-
sal approval, thovgh one good resuli has
been a general rubbing up of naval his-
lory. More particularly 1s it thought that
names bearing & more renowned record
than the Hllustrious and Victorious might
have been chosen ; for though the ships
bearing these names had a fair record of
gervices, it is not at all understood why
tbey should have had the preference when
there were such illusirious names avail-
able:as Vanguard, Captain, Montague, Na-
mur, Russell, Defence, London, Kent,
Burford, Berwick, Essex, Portland, and
Nottingham, beeides many others. The
painful impression made on tke public
mind by the loss of the Captain may not
yet have sufliciently passed away,

Referring to a statement 1n tbe obituary
potice of Ganeral Sir M. McMurdo that
8ir Charles Napier had given the sword
be wore at Meanee to bis gallant son-in-
law, a reepected correspondent writes that
the eword Sir Charles Napier wore at the
battle was given to him by his father, and
that it wae left to his nephew, Major, now
(ieneral, William Napier, to whom Sir
Charles bcquesthed his pistols aleo, To
hie son-in law, Major McMurdo, Sir
Charles bequeathed the sword given to
bim by Lord Ellenborough. In his will
he says, “I leave the Ameer’s golden-
hilted sword to my brother Henry’s con
Charles. This sword was given to me by
McMuido, and I would leave it to bis eon
Charles, but he has the sword his father
8o gloriously took in single combat in the
bed of the Fullailee.”

Ou—

An interesting trial of the spced with
which despatches can be carried by wili-
tary cyclists took place the other day in
Holland, baving b:en organized by the
Dutch Cycliets’ Union in conjunction with
the Ministry of War. The idea of the ex-
periment was to ascertain the time in
which despatches could be conveyed to the
War Ministry in the event of an attack on
the Netherland frontier. The course was
from Maestricht to The Hague, a distance
of about 164} miles. It was arraoged that
eome of the cyclists should ride the entire
distace, while for others the journey was
divided into seven sections, a relay being
ready at the end of each stage, 8o as to se-
cure the greatest poesible epeed, The rid-

ers carried their full military equipment
and rode the cycles ueed in the maceuvres,
Between Maestricht and The Hague rivers
had to be crosted no fewer thau six times,
and this was a cause of eome delay. The
first despatches received were brought by
oue of the stage riders at 6.34¢ p.m., the
distance from Maestricht having been cov-
ered in 15 hours 14 minutes. Two of the
direct riders, who left Maestricht at 3.30
a.m, arrived at The Hague at 9.6 pm,
having thus accomplished the journey in
17 hours 35 minutes.

The Board of American vaval officers to
whom was submitted the question of the
utilization of the whaleback type of ves-
cels as ships of war has submitted a re-
port to the Navy Department at Washing-
too. The report of the Bcard is adverse
to the proposition.

General the Duke of Cionaught has re-
turned from leave, and again assumed
command of the Aldershot D.vision, whi:h
has bcen held during his absence by Major-
General Sir Baker Russell.

B

It is cffizially annoucced thet the Queen
has appointed the German Emperor Hon-
orary Colonel of the 18t (Royal) Dragoons.

Saint George’s day is looking up. It is
an exiraordinary thing that whereas in the
Army we mott religiously observe the
pame-days of three out of our four na-
tional saints, the patron of by far the larg-
ect section is a8 a rule allowed to pass by
unotserved and unhonoured. The Scotch
keep the feaet of Saint Andrew, the Irish
that of Saint Patrick, and the Welsh that
of Saint David, but, with the solitary ex.
ception of the Northumberland Fusiliers,
no Eoglish regiment goes out of the beaten
track to borour our national Saint George,
which is all the more extraordinary when
we remember that for centuries ¢ Saiut
George for Merrie England ” was the ral-
lying cry of our forefathers, and that the
saint himself was a very distinguished
warrior. As there have been several
Georges canoniced we are quite prepared
to have this last etalement questioned, but
it does not affect tbe main question. This
year we have had a very successful ban-
quet at the Mansion House, which is in a
way the centre of such festive gatherings.
At this barquet were present not only
leaders of our own life, but distingnished
natives of  Lagland over theseas.” The
Loid Mayor ezpressed the wish (which all
Eoglisbmen will re-echo) that this might
be ouly the first of many similar gather-
ings in celebration of Saint Guorge’s day,
while the American Minisier’s pre:sence
served to remind that in the United States
every large city has its Saint George's So-
ciety, and that whatever we might Le o
ing on this eide of the water, there many
great gatherings would be ascembled in
horour of the day.

Before leaving Coburg the German Em-
peror informed the colonel and ctlicers of
the Queen’s Dragoons that he hud heen

appoinied Hounorary Colonel of the lst
(Roya!) Drsgoons in the British Army,
adding that bhe boped the 1st Prueeisn
Dragoons of the Guard sand the Royals
would henceforth be bound together by the
closest ties of comradeship. Lieut.-Co,
von dem Kuesebeck telegraphed in this
sence to Lieut -Colonel Tomkinson, and
received the eul joined meesage in reply in
German : “ Vom innigeten Herzen gruzen
wir unéere neuen Cawmaraden, Seine
Majestat uncer Oberct er lete hoch.—
Colonel Tomkinson, Royal Dragoons.”
(We moet cordially greet our new com
rades. Long life to His Msjesty our
Colonel ) Tbe nou commissioned officers
aleo telegraphed to their comrades at
Coburg as follows : “We, the non-commis-
gioned cflizers of the Royal Dragoons, send
our hear.y greetings to our comrades ¢f
the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland’s
Dragoons.” In reply the vron-commi:-
sioned oftizers at Coburg telegraphed :
‘ We thank our comredes of the Royal
Dragoons for their kiod greetinge, which
we cordially reciprocate,”

The Commaunder-in-Chief has issued an
order directing that officers commanding
units of Cavalry, Garrison Artillery, and
Infantry in poseeseion of machine guns are
to be held responsibie that a thoroughly-
trained gun detachment shall always be
maintained, with extra men under tuition,
to replace casualties. General officers will
teet the efliciency of these detachments at
their inepections, and report upon them,

The New York Herald siates that there
is a strong probability the United States
European naval station will esoon be
abolished. It is alleged on good authority
that orders will be sent to Acting Rear-
Admiral Erben to return home in the
¢ Chicago ” at an early day, thus euntirely
depleting the European equadron, It is not
the intention to revive this ¢quadron for
some time, a8 all the vessels of the Navy
are more urgently needed in other waters.

Before the Channel Squadron leaves
Eogland again, the four battleships,
“ Royal Sovercign,” “ Empresa of India,”
¢ Resolution,” and ** Repulse,” are to be
supplied with cordite charges for use with
the 6-inch quick-firing guns. These
chargee, being supplied with experimental
purposes, are to be uced exclusively for
practice. The new charges are to be
stowed in the hottest ‘magazines of each
sbip in order that the test of the cordiate
may be a8 severe as possible. The “Blen-
Leim ”’-is aleo to be eupplied with cordite
charges for ber 6 inch quick-firing gune.
At the eud of six months after being sup-
plied with the new ammunition, the cap-
tain of each ship i3 to make a special re-
port on the cordile used, and that remain-
irg on board.

The Unicn Steamship Company’s
“ Moor,” whbich, it will be remembered,
wue charlered in 1885 to act as an armed,
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cruiger, and supplied with six guns and a
crew of 110 officers and men, has just
made a satisfactory trial after considerable
alterations at the yard of Mesers, Thmeon,
at Clydebank. She has been lengthened
55ft., increasing the cargo fpece and
allowing room for additional boilers and
extra ccal. Improvements in machinery,
propeller, &ec., have aleo been made
whereby the power of the ship has been
increaced and a higher speed can be ob-
tained. Advantage hes aleo been taken of
the lepgthening of the veesel to effect
alteratious and improvements in her pas-
eenger accommodation, which, it is be-
lieved, will meke her one of the most
popular veesels in the South African trade,
The ‘““Mocor,” wken taken up in 1885,
proceeded cn a cruise on the Eact Coast
of Africa, and weae the only merchant
eteamer which was armed and ccmmis-
sioned abrcad under the command of a
naval officer, and actually hoicted the
penpant.

[}
—
L

At Portemouth receutly an experiment
with the “Speedy” and the “Havock?” came
toaeatisfactory corclusion. On the previous
day tbeee veecels had been out for an eight
houre’ run, acting as the acouts of an im-
aginary fleet, and when they came into har-
bour for the night they were ordered to
bank firee. On Wednecday they received
orders to start immediately on a forced
draft full-epeed run of iwo houre, the only
condit'on being that they kept company,
They scon got within a fraction of (w eoty
koots an bour, and maiotained this epeed
without the emallest frictiot, but eventu-
ally the ““ Havock” went well ahead, and
left the “Speedy” farin rear. It was the
rehearsal of an incident which would be
cOmmon in war time, and was most suc-
cesefully carried out.

' Tho Mediterranean Squadron, which is
expected in June in the Adriatic, will vieit
the Austrian poris in two divisions, the
first to call at Polazara, Klek, and Cattaro ;

the eecond at Trieste, Fiume, Spalato,and
Raguss.

—

The endeavor to remove the stigma
hitherto placed upon Irishmer in Ireland
by the withholding from them the privi-
lege of forming volunteer corps continues
to be the principal aim of the patriotic
bedy colling iteelf the Irish Volunteer As-
Fociation. At a meeling of the preeident
(Lieutenant-Colonel Morrieon) and the sec-
retaries (Mesers. Leachman and McLaine)
of the new institution, keld at the Dublin
Maneion Houre the other day, over two
hundred applications to join the Iofantry
battalion propoeed to be rasised in Dublin
werereceived. The caudidates for enrol-
ment represent various sections of the com-
muuity, not a few of them having eerved
in volunteer corps in England and Scot-
land. When a sufficient numter of names
have been received—one thoasand are re.
quired—opplication will be made to the
Lord Lieutenant for his sanction for their
formation into a voluntser corps,

Lord Wolseley is desirous that the troops
in Ireland should have every possible op-
portunity for tact'cal training during the
coming eeason. A scheme is now being
drawn up by which the force under Lord
Ralph Kerr’s command, at the Curragh,
will gain a good deal of useful experience
by means of flying columns.

-G

Toronto.

Last night the sergeante of the Reyal
Grenediers celetrated the annivereary of
the battle of Batoche by a dinner at
Webl’s,

Nine years ago the Canadian militia
ewept up the slope cf Batoche under a
withering fire from the rebel rifle pite, and
amovgst them the redcoats were the most
dashing in the charge.

A Military Gathering.

The gathering last night at Webb’s was
a notable rne, Covers were laid for 120
gueste. The tables were very pretiily
decorated, and the scarlet tunics of the
Grenadiers lent a rich glow of color to the
scene. This wae admirably relieved by
the uniforms of the guests from the other
corps of the city.

At the Tables

The chair was occupied by Sergt.-Major
J.T. Cox, who was supported Ly Lieut..
Col. Maror, commanding the Grenadiers ;
Lieut.-Col. Grasett, Lieut.-Co). Hamiltouo,
Q.0.R.; Lieut.-Col. Daweon, late colenel
commandant of the Grepadier:; Mr. E. F,
Clsrke, M.P.P., Dr. Ryercon, M.P.P., Mr.
Joceph Tait, M.P.P., Mr, Barlow Curuber-
land, Mr. William Marrow, Mr. Alex+nder
Muir, president of the Army and Navy
Veterans; Rev. W. Johnston, Western
Congregational Church ; Col.-Sergt. Geo.
Cooper, Q.O.R. ; Staff:8ergt. Marrie, 13th
Battalion, Hamiltov, aud Srafl-Sergt.
Sayer, Duflerin Riflee, Brantfurd. The
vicc-chairs were filled by Staff Sergts,
Ewart aod Johnston.

Toast List.

The claircan proposed the hea'th of
¢ The Queen,” which was received with
mueical honcre,

The chairman ia very happy terme then
proposed the {osst of *“ The Cacadian
Militia.” He paid a warm tribute to the
devoted services of Lieut. Cole, Grasett and
Dawson, the former commanding cfficers
of the Grenadiere, Thece references evok-
ed enthusiastic cheers from the company,
evidencing the popularity of these ofticers.

Would Increase the Militia.

Lieut. Col. Grasett, in responte, return-
ed thanks for the honor done bim. The
Canadian militia had every reason to feel
g:oud of its hietory. They had always

en ready to respond to the call of duty.
The part played by the Grenad:ers in the
pa:t was most creditable to them, The
militia of Canada couid lovk o Toronto
for an example in eoldierlike qualities,
and the standard was Lecoming higher
every year. Ten years 8go the regimeuts
in Torouto were not nearly so strong as
they were to-day, vor was the military
epirit f0 high. He was sorry the govern-
meut did vot sbow a dieposiiion to supgort
the mnl tia as readily <8 the old mihia-
nien would desire. The vote for the militia
paseed readily enough, but he would like
to 8ee it much imcreased. Although not
on the active list now, he retained his affec-
tion for the old corps. (Applause.) He
complimented the sergeauts of the Grenu-
diers on their cfficiency. The rergeants
were the backbone of & regimeat. (Ap-
plause.)

Congratulated the Sergeants,

Lieut, Col. Dawson was accorded a most
gratifying reception. He congratulated the
sergeants on the success of their annual

gathering. Formerly the corps labored
under difficulty 12 not having a proper drill
shed aud armoriee, Now they had a new
drill shed, and every moderu convenience.
There was no reason therefore why they
rhould not go on increasing in efficiency.
The reginient was lucky in baviog a good

sergeant major. (Applause.)

The company than sang “ They Are
Daisiee.”

Staff Sergt. Jobnaton proposed the toast
of “ Our Officers,” which was received
with mueical honore,

Lieut.-Col. Meason’s Reply.

Lieut.-Col. Mason, the conmarding
cflicer, replied, end was accorded a mcet
gratifyicg reception. He observed that be
felt hke congratulating himself at being
the commanding officer of such a fine bat-
talion asthe Grentdiers. He endorsed the
centiment that the tergeants were the back-
bone of tbe regiment. He bad found and
appreciated the value of non-commiteioned
cflicers. They were the connecting link
betwecn the commissioned officers and the
men, Hecomplimented the regiment for
their services in the North-west under such
an officer as Lieut.-Col. Grasett, and also
epoke highly of the services of Lieut.-Col.
Dawson, the late commardant. In regard
to the new quarters provided by the govern-
ment, the effect would be most beneficial
to the Grevadiers and other regiments,
For the new d,:11 ball they were much in-
debted to Mr, Clarke and otker citizens,
(Cheers)

Major Bruce also replied.

Dr. Ryerson, M.P., who was enthusi-
astically cheered, made a very bappy
epeech. He caid the metile of the young
men of Canada had been severely tetted in
1885, and it was ehown that they were
ready to lay down their lives for a united
conntry. Oue of the most trying experi-
ences was the march acroes the north shore
of lake Superior. On that occasion, how-
ever, a8 at other times, the bardiness of
the Grenadiers was strikingly manifested.

Capt. Irviog also made a humorous re-
sponse,

Other Toasts.

Staff-Sergt. Ewart proposed the toast of
¢ 8 ster Corps.”

Appropriite responses were made by
Lieut.-Col. Hamilton, Q.0 .R , Rev, Wiiliam
Johuston, Louorary chaplam to the 12¢h
Battalion, and Lieut. Curran, 12th Bat-
talion,

Color-Sergt. George Scully eubmitted
the toast of © Our Guests.”

Mr. Barlow Cumberland made an elo-
quent responce aod referred interecting’y
to his former connection with the regi-
ment.

Mr. E.F.Claike,M.P.P.,and Mr. Joseph
Tait, M.P.P., also 1eplicd.— Empire, 12.h
May.

The Grenad'ers tui_ed out over 540
strong cn the 10th for the usual weekly
parade, under Lieut, Col, Maeon. After
an hour’s drill at the college grounds the
r 'g:meat returned to the drill shed. On
Queen's Birthday, the regiment will go to
Galt. The following appointments were
wmade : To be corporal, provisionally, Pte,
L. A. Kirklaod, A compsny, vice Goon.all,
discharged ; o be lance corporal, Pte. W,
White, A compaoy,

The regular monthly meeting of the
Army and Navy Veterans was held in O¢-
cident hall, Queen street west, May 8ikh.
Tune president, Alex. Muir, occupied the
chair. The cbief feature of the busivess
disposed of wae the arrangement of a
church yparade, in recogoition of the
Queen’s birthday, to be held on Sinday,
May 20.h. The men will asgemble on
Clarence square at 3 p.m., and will :0arch
to the Cougregational Church on Spadioa
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avenue, They will be headed by the
gociety’s band, which will play the church
call on the equare, At the church an ap-

ropriate sermon will be delivered by Rev,
gir. Johnson, who wasa military chaplain
for many yearr. The society decided to
join the Veterans of ’66 in the demonstra-
tion on June 2nd.

The Veterans of ’66 held their quarterly
meeting May 11th, in the Richardeon hotel.
Among those present were: Chairman
Msjor Dickenson, Major W. H. Cooper,
Ald. McMurrich, Ald. Hewitt, Capt. Mus-
son, Lieut. A, M. Macdonald, Capt. J.
Douglas, Msjor Peel, A, Muir, M.A., Major
Farewell (of Whitby), Major Parsons, T.
R. Whiteside, C. T. Smith, Mejor Fahey
and Sergt, Lawrence, Mr, Alex. Muir,
M.A., reported that the Queen’s Own R fles
band had volunteered their services free
for the celebration ¢f June 2. The secre-
tary eaid that they expected to have the
tablet at the Parliament buildings unveiled
on July 1. Among the institutions invited
to take part are Upper Canada College, the
Boye’ Home, the Industrial School bovs,
and the public echool chiliren. The
epeakers to be invited are the Lieutenant-
Governor, his worehip the Mavor, Mr, W,
R. Meredith, Sir Oliver Mowat and C.1.
Denison,

The Queen’s Own R'flzs appear in ia-
creased strength st eve:y succeeding drill
parade. Msy the 9 b the parade etrength
was 701, and this number included only
15 recruits. Under command of Lieut.-
Col. Hamilton, and headed by its fice
bacd, the regiment marched from head-
quarters to Bay street, up Bay street
to King, and alosg King street to the <1d
Upper Canada College grounds. In passing
up Bay street the regiment marched in
balf companies, keeping straight aod
steady lines in this formation, and present-
ing a very fiue appearance. At the National
Club-house the men were reviewed by
Houn. Mr. Reid, of Australia, the ladies of
whose party witnessed the march past from
the windows of the building. Oa the
Upper Canada College grounds the regi-
ment was put through several macwuvres,
and a couple of companies were exercised
in physical drill uoder the direction of
Sergt. Butcber, R.C.R. This was in the
presence of Hon. Mr. Reid and party. The
regiment was then drawo up before the
Australian Minieter of Defence, and was
addressed by him ia the wost compliment-
ary terms. He ssid aleo that if Cunuda
could ever send any of her eoldiers to
Australia to meet in hounorable com peti-
tion the picked troops of that coloay, they
cou'd bs assured of a most pleasan* recep-
tioo. He was heartily cheered by the
riflemen. One enthuciastic man among
the spectators insisted upoun shaking hands
with him. Hou. Mr, Reid left the city at
10.15 last vight, on his return trip to Van-
couver, The regiment .was ex:rcised in
battalion movements before leaving the
grounds. After dismissal at the drill-shed,
8 number of the men were presented with

(li)afilgee won for regular at:endance at
rill,

- OGP
Infantry Screen in Attack.

80 long ae hostile forces are still separ-
ated by a conciderable distance, the duties
of reconnoitering in advance of their march
towards the scene of action are performed
chiefly by mouated troope; but when the
battle ground is spproached, it becomes
neceecary to make different arrangements,
Cavalry and mounted infantry are no
louger ¢qual to the task, and require to be
supported and finally relieved by a

“ screen” of infantry skirmishers, cover-
ed by whom the assailant advances to the

attack. The tactical importance of the
work now to be done can scarcely be over-
estimated, since it is not too much to say
that the euccess or failure of the subse-
quent attack will greatly depend upon
whether the ecreen proves capable of at-
taining the ohjects for which it has been
seut forward. Yet, curioutly enough, but
little attention seems to be devoted to this
essential matter, and in the very meagre
reference to it which is coatained in our
¢ Infantry Drill ” there is one assertion
founded upon a totally incorrect appre-
heuneion of perhaps the most vital princip'e
involved. The screen i3 requirel in the
first place to pioneer the advancing co!-
umps, and to clear a way for the guns, 8o
that the latter may come into action un-
molested by infantry fire. Driving the
enemy’s advanced troops before it, the
tcreen must advance upon the position
with cuffizient determination to enable

suitable ground to be occupied from which -

accurate observation may be wmade of the
general features cf the poeition, and the
resistauce likely to be offered to the at-
tack. It is universally admitted that
trocps once committed to an advance
under fire are iacapable of marccuvre.
Even a very slight change of froot be-
comes impracticable. Points of attack
which bave been selected in accordance
with reports received from scouts, or from
other data, may have been chosen with
consummate ekill; but it will rarely hap-
pen that modificationsin the direction and
method will nct be enforced by various
circumstances which only a near view of
the position can actually disclose. Such
conditions it ig the manifest duty of the
screen to discover, and the previous errors
of judgment will only become apparent
when their effecte have made them clear.
Or, in other words, duriog the advance of
the screen it will be discovered that in
place of continuing the original direction
towards the chosen pointe, either the right
or the luft shoulder might advantageou:ly
be brought up. If, ivstead of the screen,
the real Gghtiog line were involved, a
change of front would not be feasible ; but
the contrary being the case, and the mo-
ment for action having arrived, the real
attack can be extended in rear of the
écreen upon the true front, and advanced
through the lattzr in the proper direction.
“ Iofantry Drill ” states that ¢“at any mo-
ment the extended line [i.e. the screen)
may be developed ioto a formation for at-
tack.” This is the passage with which
we directly join issue, Iun our opinion no
circumstances could poesibly arice under
which a commander would be justified in
using a ecreen a8 the nucleus of a real first
line. Under the circumetances to which
we have referred above, when the front of
the screen was not found to coincide with
the proper direction for attack, the point
of our argument needs no further empha-
tis, since it would be obviously absurd to
reinforce a line facing otherwise than in
the right direction. But even assuming
the situation to present no such difficulty,

the obj:ction still applies, A screen is
simply a line of skirmishers extended at
comparatively wide intervale. We own
that all the baitslions detailed for the first
line should be enabled to fall into their
places. They would every one ot them
require to be represented in the screeo,
with the result that sub-sections, or weak
sections, would be covcring the front of at
least two companiee, i.e. their own and
that in recerve to each—sometimes even a
still wider front, Io order to develop the
skirmishing liLe into a real atlack, these
small units would at all events require to
c'oee upoon their inner flavks with consid-
erable accuracy, 8o as to make room for
the remainder of each half compeny.
This, uander fire, would be quite as im-.
practicable as a change of front, The
only alternative would bs a premature
m'ngling of units, an event which, al-
though inevitable eooner or later, should
cer'a’nly be avoided as long as possible,
Therefore granting that neither changes of
front nor any considerable closing to &
flank can be effscted under tire, and that
to anticipate the mixture of units i8 to be
deprecated, it fillows that the ecreen
should be an independent organization,
furnished by troop3 not intended to carry
out the real attack. No case could arise,
demandiog a thicker line than the ecreen,
which could not be as rapidly met by
bringing up the real firing line in rear of
it, a8 by apy +yetem of reinforcing it. The
development of &n attack, based upoa re-
inforcing a ¢creep, could only take plece
outeide the zone of aimed fire, or, in other
words, before things had beean discovered,
which a vearer approach would bring to
light. In short, therefore, if the screen is
to realize the full advautages which it is
capable of achievinz, all idea of its devel-
opment into an attack formation must be

laid aside, Unhampered by any ideae ex-
cept intelligently advancing as far as it
cap, the screen should press onwards, and
the nearer it can approach the better., The
wide intervals of a skirmishing liue will
pot render it a tempting target for the de-
fendant’s artillery, whilst even infaotry or
mechine guns could scarcely hope to in-
flict very great loss upon it at long rangee,
The advance should be cortinued as far as
p:racticable, since the further it is pursued
the ehorter will be the distauce to bs
traversed by the real firing line before it
can profitably opea fire, and the better the
chances of avoiding initial errors of direc-
tioo. The ecreen should aim at reaching
a distance of 700 or 800 yards from the
position, or closer if poesible, and not
being intended for the real attack it should
be permitted to expend a8 much ammuni-
tion a9 it pleaces, commencing from abont
1000 yards, provided that suitable targets
present themeelves. Finally, when no
longer able to advance, the line sliould be
reinforced by every maaof it+ supports or
reserves nut already ivcluded, and fire
rapid volleys, or even resort to magazice
fire, whilst the real firing line i coming
up to relieve it. Afterwards, wheo the
firing line has proceeded eufliciently far to
the front to draw the enemy’s aimed fire,
the screen should retire, cloee, replenish
ammunition, and join the third line or the
general reserves, according tc the strength
of the force concerced. Would it not be
an excellent reform to revive ¢ divisional
battalions,” in order to use them more es-
pecially for this cliss of work ?— The
Broad Arrow.
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The Legal History of the
Militia.

Continued.

The next Act which comes under our
notice is 43 Geo. IT[, cap.1 (1803). This
again was in most respects similar to
those that preceded it—the amendments
being :

1. The providing for two reviews ap-
nually.

2. That the whole wilitia might be
called out when needed for not more than
six mmounths at & t'me, and not to be triken
ox;t of the province except to Upper Can-
ada.

3. Provisions were made for ballotting
for those required for service

4. A penalty of £5 for neglecling to
turn out when ordered, and to Le cnnsid-
ered a deéerter, with imprisonment for six
wonths, if the penalty could not be levied
by execution.

5, Pensions were provided for those
wounded and for the families of such as
mi -ht be killed in aervice.

6. A pconliy of £5 for selling or default
to return arms or accoutrements,

7. The rules are articles for the Militia
(mentioced as a8 prcmulgated in 34, Geo,
111, but which I have not Leen able to
obtai») were declared to be binding.

8. 1200 men could be ordered out for
not more than 28 days sonually for drill,
for which voluatesrs were to be accepted
up to that rumber, aud if less volunteered
the remairder to te obtained by ballot,

9. £2500 yearly allowed for supply of
arme, accoutrements, clothiog, etc. This
act wae to expire 1 July, 1807, but was
coutinued by 48 Geo. ITI, cap. 3, and 51
Geo. I, cap. 9, up to 1812, when ancther
act replaced the former.

By 52 Geo.III, cap. 1 (1812) the fol-
lowing cl.anges were ordered ;

1. Every person residing or coming to
reride in the province, on altaining the
age of 16, wss crdered to present himself
during the month of April in each year to
be ¢nrollcd by the captain of the company
of the parieh, seigniory or townehip.

2. All from the ages of 16 to 50 were
crdered to muster on four Surdays or
holidays in Juve, and the other half on
four Sundays or holidays in July, for
three hours each day, except for Protest-
ante, who could muster on other days,

‘3. The provision restricting service to
Bix mouths was repealed and tke perron
administering the government authoriz d
ta keep the whole or any part of the
Militia under arms when need:d durlag
time of war, invasiJn, iasurrection or im -
minent danger.

4. Instead of 1200 men, 2000 (bachelora
18 to 45) to be called out for training be-
tween lst May snd 15th August, but not
more than 90 days,

5. If the Province were inveded or in
danger, the Governor could call out 2000
men for two yeare, one half of whom
should be replaced by lo at the eud of the
firrt year by a like number,

6. No commisricned oflicer to tuke as
gcrvant one of the 2000,

7. Berides the 2000 the Governor was
suthorized to accept volunteers snd form
them into batialions, light ccmpaties,
companies of artillery and equadrons of
cavriry—the volunteere, however, were
liable to be taken by ballot into the 2000
of militia,

8. Volunteers were to have same pay aa
the Militia, and the same advantsges to be
provided for their issue and children.

9. No opne keepirg a house ¢f enteriain-
ment or telling Lquer by retatl could be a
sergeant, corporal or druminer.

10. TLe provision allowing cubstitutes
was repealed,

11. £12,000 a year was voted for Mili-
tia purposes,

Io the same session, 52 Geo. III, cap.
2, passed 19:h May, 1812, ordered every
M litia maa to be enrolled within 10 days.

53 Geo. III, cap. 2 (1813) allows
£15,000 for clothiag aund equipping the
militia ; £1,000 for hoepital purposes ;
£25,000 in aid cf the defense of the
Provioce.

57 Geo. III (1817), cap. 32, revived the
set, 43 Gee, 111, cap. 1 (the act 52 Geo,
III, cap. 1, having expired in the mean-
time, and contivued it in force to 13t May,
1819; and provided that no review should
take place excepiing by order of the Gov-
ernor ; the £2,500 a vear allowed for the
Militia was also etruck out.

57 Geo. III, cap. 33, provided for pay-
ment of the following expeuses in connec-
tion with the Militia (presumably to re-
place the £2,500 etruck out by the
previous Act of the same sessior) viz.:
Adjutant General’s stipend........ £300
Deputvdo......cocovvvviniinnnns o 309
Assistant do ......cooieiiiniien oo 150
A Provinelal Alde de Cam 400
Contingent expenses and deeds.. ., 500

— £1500

By 59 Geo. III, cap. 2 (1819) the Act
43 Geo. I, cap. 1, as amended by the
Acte passed in 1817, was continued to lst
May, 1821, with the following changes:

1. C.ptaine were ordered to psrade
their comyanies an any day between 20th
June and 20th July.

2. The clause allowing of voluoteers
was repealed.

3. Oflicers must reside in the parish of
the company aund must either own or be
cous of owners cf real estate.

1 Geo. 1V, cap. 4,3 Geo. 1V, cap. 28,
and 5 Geo. 1V, cap. 21, continued the
foregoing up to ist May, 1827, when it
appears to bave expired.

In 1830,10 11 Geo. IV, cap. 3,8 new
Militia Act was pasted, embodying much
the eame provicions, however, the chaonges
keing chiefly :

1. Officers to bear the same proportion
in number to privates as in regular army,

2. Captains to own real estate producing
over £23 per annum, and to be free of
debt; eubalteras to have cr be sure of
those having eame qualifications; officers
over the rank of captain to own land of
annual revenue of £50 aund to be free of
debt.

3. Caplains to enrol all Lable to eerve
within the first three weeks of June each
year, and to give notice of time and place
of the ennual muster, which was to be on
29th June, or on some day during the
week following if that were Sunday, and
meke full returns of all in his parsh.

4, In cate of war, iuvasicn, etc., not
mere than one (ifth of the unwarried wen
between 18 and 30 years of ege were to be
drawn by ballct to eerve nct mcere than
six monthe, but substituies were allowed.

5. Provi-ion was made for calling out
the Militia in aid of civil authority.

6. All penalties (except in actual ser-
vice) to be by fine awarded by trial bifere
a Justice of the Peace, and to be paid over
to the cflicer commandivg the batalion of
ke delir quent fir ite use,

This Act was to exnire l«t May, 1832,
but was contioued by 2 Wiliam 1V, cap.
55 4 William 1V, csp. 9; and 6 William
1V, cap. 43, to 1st Muy, 1838,

Meaotime, by the Act 2 William 1V,
cap. 42, a Court of Ecquiry was provided
for to establieh the qualification of Militia
cflicers.

Daring the firet year of Queen Victoria's
re‘ga the sessions of the Legislature were
suspended, and it was replaced by a
Special Council appointed vuder the pro-
vieions of the Imperial Act 1 Vict,
cap. 9.

This Special Council, by its ordinance
1 Vict., cap. 22, pasred 5th May, 1838,
enacted a Militia Act similar to 10-11

William IV, cap. 3, above recited, and
extendcd its operation to 1st May, 1840 ;
and it was further continued ty 3 Viet,,
cap. 11, to 1at May, 1842, with the pro-
vision of 8 Viect, cap. 26, that the Gov-
ernor might order the cancelling, any
year, of the muster of 29th Juue.

4-5 Vict., cap. 22, exempted from ser-
vice any ¢ Quaker, Minuonite or Tankers,”
on payment of 10>, yearly in time of peace,
or £5 if the Militia in his district were
called for aclive service, to be collected
with the taxes and paid to the colonel of
district or used for roadwork,

8 Vict., cap. 51, revived the former act
and extended its operation to 1lst May,
1846, when by 9 Viect, cap. 28 (1846; a
new act was passed countaining the follow-
ing additions and amendments:

1. The Governor-in Council was to fix
battalion divisions; the colonel of each
battalion to divide his district into com-
pany divisions.

2. Militia were to be enrolled between
13t and 20ih of June, and divided into two
classes—1st, tiiose between the ages of 18
to 40 to form the first claes, and those be-
tween 40 and 60 the second claes, the first
claes were only to be musicred in time of
peace, and to assemble for driil 29th June
each year; on muster day the capiain was
to take the names of all of the first c¢laos
on mustering for service if required ; and
if more than required to form a company
volunteered, he was to celect the required
pumber from the volunteers; if less the
required number were made up by bal'ot,
In any emergency these were to serve,

3. The quota of militia te be thus raised
for the two Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada was fixed at 30,000.

4. A battalion was to consiet of not less
than four nor more than ten companies ;
company not lees than 60 nor more than
100 men, exclusive of non-commiesioned
ofticers and drummers,

5. For actual service the Governor could
call out the whole or any part of the
militia,

G. The tenior Licul.-Col. in any district
was authorized to call out the militia of
hie district in an emergency.

7. Provision was wade for holding
Militia Courts Martial.

8. An adjutant-general and two deputly
adjutante-general were to constitute the
staff.

9. Provicion was made for billetling
troops in time of actual service by justices
of the paace.

This act was to continue until the erd
of the first seesion after that of 1849,

12 Viet. (1819) cap. 88, again exempted
Qualkere, etc, and cap. 89 changed the
dav of muster from 29th to 28th Jure.

13 14 Viet. (1850) cap. 11, exterded the
operation of the former act to 10th Aug,,
1853, “ unless there be then war with the
United States, and in that case till the end
of the ceasion after peace.”

In 1855 the Militia catered upon a new
ers, naking them by the formation of
volunteer corps a permanent eft:ctive
body. It is necessary, therefore, to give
tbe act then passed a more extended
notice. The prosisions of this act (18
Viet., eap. 17, 1865) were in brief

1. Tue Milivia was diviicd ioto two
clasees or forces—

1. The Sedentary Miiitary, composed of

(a) Service men aged 18 to 40.

(b) Recerve, 40 to 60.

2. Tke Active Militia or Volunteer
Forcer, which is now practically the only
militia force of the couvtry, the provisions
for the Sedentary Militia baving fallen
mto disuse,

The Sedentary Militia were exempted
from service or drill in time of peace, but
were to be eorolled and to muster yearly
in Upper Canada on the Queen’s Birthday,
in Lower Canada on 29:h June, those be-
longing to the Quaker or any other relig-
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jon averse to bearing arms to te exempt,
but required to give potice in order to
obtain the exemption.

With regard to actual eervice.—The
second men (18-40) are divided into

18t clase, composed of unmarried men
and widowers without children.

20d clase, composed of married men
men and widows with children,

Aud in time of war the Militia were to
be called out as follows:

1. Volunteers.

2. lst clase service men.

3. 2ud class service men,

4. Recerves,

The Commander in Chief was authoriz-
ed to divide tbe Provinces into 18 dis-
tricts, 9 in Lower Canada and 9 in Upper
Canada ; the dittricts into regimeutal and
regimeriai into battalion districte; to ap-
point a colonel for each military district
sn] lieut.~colonel for each battalion, and
the latler to divide his battalion division
into companiee, each of which to be com-
posed of captain, lieutenart, ensign, three
sergeante, three corporale, and not less
then 75 privates. The captaius of each of
thece compenics (Sedeotary Militia) were
to eproll their men annually with the ze-
gistance of their subalterns and non-com-
missioved (flicers, and within 20 cays
after each apnual muster 1o rend tueir
rolls to the cflicer commanding the b.t-
talion.

The following Active or Volunteer
Miitia were authorized to musicr in all
5600 menp :

Sixteen tioops of cavelry.

Seven field batteries of artillery,

Five 1o,t companies of artiilery,

Fifty comgpanies of r.flemen,

Each company to be composed of 43
privates, except rificraen, who might mus-
ter 16. Field batterics each 4 (flicers aud
75 ncn commissioned cflicers and men.

Marine cowpanies were a'so suthorized
ou the lakes and a corps of engincers for
each military district.

Arme, accoutrements and horses of
cilicers 10 be furniched ty theniselves,and
with thoete of all ranke (non-commissioned
(iicers and wen being armed at the public
expenee) to be exewpt from service,

Avnusl drill to be perfcrmcd as might
be ordered, but not more than 20 dsys
ach year for field Latieries aud 10 days
for others,

The acjutant-general was autborized to
diaw up a drill-book for use.

The annual drill pay allowed by the act
wae:  Captains, 103, 6J.; lieutenants, T»,
6!; ensigne, 63. 51; pop-commicsioned
dlicers and men, 5+ per day.

Amnunition for practice to be furnished
8t public expenee.

It wae further provided that the volun-
lers might be called out in aid of the
civil suthority, the captsins of any com-
Tany to call out his men when required in
writing by the mayor, warden, ¢r other
hiead of the municipality, or any two mag-
Ittrates, and to obey such inetructions us
might lawfully be given him by the mag-
istrate as o quelling of a riot,

For such service volunteers to receive
from the mubicipa'ity pay at the above
rate and in addition 46c. per day and lodg-
10g, and during such eervice tuch volun-
teers were declered io be ¢ pecial conetables
and authorized to act as euch.

By this act all volunteers were exempted
from service a8 jurors or conetables, and
ufter seven years’ service the exemption to
continue,

No voluntzer could claim his discharge
without one month’s notice.

_ Ioepecting oftizers were for each provia-
100 room, to be appointed at a ealary of
£400 per annum,

Oflicers were declared to hold their
commiseions during plessure from the
commsnding ghief, and non-commitsioned

ofticers to be appointed by their command-

jng officers and to hold their rank during
his pleaeure,

The adjutant general was to rark as col-
onel at a stipend of £750, two deputy
adjutanta general as lient..colonels at
(each) £500, ap assistant adjutart-general
for each district as masjor at £300, and
each district was aleo {0 have an assistant
quarter-master general, who was to bave
knowledge of all roads, etc., in bis district,

No Courts Martial were allowed, but all
penalties were to be awarded on trial before
8 justice of the peace, except in time of
actual eervice,

The commander in-chief was suthorized
to call out the militia or any part of it,
and in case of emergency the colonel cf
say dittrict or lieut.-colonel of a battalion
division might call out the whole or any
part of his command,

When the Militia ¢hould be called cut
the volunteer com panies were included in
the order—the firet portion drafted to
cerve one year and then to be replaced by
others, aud to be marched to any place in
Conada contiguous thereto.

No ofticer of Her Mzjesty’s regular
forces wag to be allowed to sit at a Militia
Couit Martial.

Billetting of the trcops was &'so pro-
vided for arme,

19 20 Viet, (1856) cap. 44, made some
few amendments 1o the act of 1855 as to
enrolling of unpaid volunteer corps, and
prcvided for the appointment of surgeons ;
while the battalions formed in Montreal
and Quebec in 1837, 1838, 1846 snd 1847
were recognized and declared to be still
Jawfully embodied, and the commissions
of their officers to be valid.

As will have tesn ceen, all the fore-
going ects were declared on enactment to
be in force only for a limited period, and
bad to be continued from time to time by
Act of Parliament, the act 22 Viet, (1859)
cap. 18, declared the permanency of the
acts of 1855 (18 Vict., cap. 17) and 19-20
Vict, (1856) cap. 44, and mede the follow-
ing amendments to them :

1. Sedentary eervice to confine all men
hetneen tLe ages of 18 and 45 (instead of
40, as ypreviously ordaived) and reserve
from 40 (o 60,

2. Annual drill ehortened to 12 days for
field batteries, 6 days for other corps.

3. Two months’ notice required to ob-
tain diecharge.

4. A vew ard important feature, the
fermation of battalions of volunteer corpe,
permitting that any number of volunteer
companies not less than six nor more than
ten should Le formed into a battalioo,
Uader this act the firet battalion was
gazetted in November, 1859, acting as the
Guard of Henor to His Royal Highress
the Prince of Wales,

O
Military Books and Magazines
Gunner Jingoe’s Jubilee—-By Mojor-Gen.
T. B. Strange (late . A)

What possessed the author to wil-
fully damn his own work by such a
title it is hard to discover—for one
reader attracted by it, fully 40 must
have been repelled ; but the 49 are the
losers, for the title covers the life-
history of a man who has much to tell
us,and, on the whole, does so in clear,
readable style. His experiences in the
Mutiny will attract most attention,
and will form valuable evidence, in
competent hands, for future histories
of that era. We specially commend
it to the study of young officers who
have not yet undergone the ordeal by
fire. In it they will find the corrective
to be applied to the purely theoretical
study. All strategical and tactical

principles ultimately depend for their
soundness on the conduct of human
beings under circumstances of immi-
nent danger—a point 0o often neglect-
ed ; and since nowadays a few months
with the armies in the Netherlands
perforce no longer form a part of the
educational curriculum of a gentle-
man, nothing but the study of the
works of - those who have had the ex-
perience of which the young officer
necessarily lacks is left him, and, to
our mind, will bring far more sub-
stantial profit than hours spent in the
perusal of theoretical works which
treat the soldier as an inanimate
pawn, and of war as a glorified game
of chess.

Standards and Colours of the Army.— Ry
S. M. Milne (late Major 3rd W.Y.B.V.)

Mr. Milne has devoted many years
to the careful study of the successive
changes in the uniforms, standards
and colors, and badges of the British
Army, and he is widely recognized as
the best authority on the subject of
this book. Much valuable information
has been imparted by his contribu-
tions to the records of regiments, and
in other forms, and he has largely in-
creased our obligations to him by this
his latest work. In the arrangements
of the various parts of his subject
several modes were open to him. Of
these he has adopted that which
seems most reasonable and conven-
ient; for, as the headings of the
chapters show, the contents are gen-
erally presented in chronological se-
quence, but where a rigid adherence to
this order would be evidently incon-
venient he classifies his descriptions
differently.

‘The first chapter tells us what is
known about the standards and colors
used during the Civil War, and the
next continues the account till the
death of Charles II. This strict
chronological order is maintained till
we come to the eight chapter, which
treats of infantry colors only ; and in
several succeeding chapters cavalry
and infantry are, for convenience,
ircated separately. The small space
available precludes any notice of
many interesting topics and incidents,
and only a few can be mentioned.
And here it may be observed that the
author, following most authorities, tell=
us that the Admiral's regiment was
incorporated in the Coldstream Guards
in 1689. But Major Edye has shown,
from authentic documents, in the first
volume of his ¢ History of the Royal
Marine Forces,” that the Admiral’s
regiment was disbanded, officially, on
the 28th I'ebruary, 1689, and actual-
ly, soon after that date. e are in-
formed, on p. 102, that the name of
“ 1imsdorf,” borne by Eliott’s Light
Horse (now 15th Hussars), was the
first name of an action ever granted to
a British regiment. In writing of the
removal of many heraldic devices and
the substitution of plain numbers in
1751, Mr. Milne says, “In their place
boldly and resolutely stands the regi-
mental number, stmply in form, easily
recognized, easily remembered, form-
ing a rallying point in the minds of
soldiers, which, as decade after decade
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passed away, became indissolubly con-
nected with some glorious deed, in 1ts
turn becoming a matter of history,
adding lustre to the regimental num-
ber; and so, gradually but surely,
building up that wonderful regimental
esprit de corps which has stood the
nation in good stead on so many oc-
casions.”

The book bears evidence of care on
every page, yet it is not quite free
from those clerical and typographical
errors which seem unavoidable in a
first edition. The appendices are
very useful for reference—more useful
than an index in the usual form. The
numerous and admirable illustrations,
of which 126 are colored, are remark-
able for clearness and accuracy.

The Story of @ Cavalry Regiment—the
Fourth Iowa Volunteers from Kansas
to  Qeorgia, 1861 65. By Williaw

- Forse Scott, late Adjutant.

“ The story of this regiment,” says
the author, “were it not proven,
would appear incredible,” and we
quite agree with him. It makes a
very severe strain on our credulity
indecd to find that a regiment of any
arm could go through four long years
of batle and bloodshed, engaged al-
most daily against heavy odds and a
determined enemy, suffering sickness,
hardship, and starvation, and when
the total butchers bill is balanced up
it turns out that “the romances of
chivalry were surpassed ” at a cost of
7-5 men per mille per annum killed in
action or died of their wounds, and
22-5 died of disease or accident per
mille per annum. Many a British
regiment serving in India in those
years with never the smell of powder,
except in the cemetery, to cheer
them, would have been thankful to
change death-rates with their American
comrades, and all of us will be glad
to learn that the reputation of hero-
ism can be won at a total risk of life
considerably less than half the nsks
we have already surmounted in the
cradle. The authorlacks all sense of
proportion. The American War was
great enough, in the courage displayed
on both sides, the total slaughter en-
tailed, and the sufferings borne by all
classes, to call for no exaggeration on
the part of its historians. Suill less do
its incidents justify the use of oppro-
brious epithets, such as ¢ rcbels,” to
the combatants, or sneers at their
courage.

Making due allowance for the
writer’s imperfections, ths book is
worthy of careful study by officers of
all ranks of the service. Some day,
perhaps not so very far in the future,
we too may be called on to organize
In haste our national fighting power,
and the experience gained by our
kinsmen across the Atlantic should
prove of the utmost service to us.
The tact necessary to command wn-
disciplined forces, the faults on both
sides to be avoided, the impossibility
of improvising efficient mounted ser-
vices, all these lessons may be derived
from its pages. Though frequently
compelled to dismount and fight on
foot by conditions of the ground, it is

CN

very obvious that the intention from
the first was to employ the regiment
as ‘ cavalry ” proper, their armament
points to that conclusion, and their
record establishes it, and if their
charges were not ridden home with
the precision displayed by the horse-
men of Seydlitz. Le Marchant, and
Anglesey, it was not from want of
will, or from the greater fire-power
against them, but simply because
want of training precluded the indi-
vidual control of the horses necessary
to drive them into the enemy’s ranks.

The following extract will best show
the difficulties which had to be over-
come at the start,and if we can hardly
suppress a smile at the picture it pre-
sents, it will enable us the better to
appreciate the zeal and industry of all
ranks which ultimately evolved a truly
efficient fighting force from such un-
promising materials :

“ Fully equipped now for the field,
the green cavalryman was a fearful
and wonderful object. Mounted upon
his charger, in the midst of all the
paraphernalia and adornments of war,
a moving arsenal and military depot,
he must have struck surprise, if not
terror, into the minds of his enemies.
Strapped and strung over his clothes,
he carried a big saber and scabbard
Jour feet long, an Austrian rifle or a
heavy revolver, a box of cartridges, a
box of percussion caps, a tin canteen
for water, a haversack containing
rations, a tin coffee cup, and such
other devices as were recommended
to his fancy either as useful or beauti-
ful. . . His horse carried, on the
saddle, a pair of thick leather holsters,
a pair of saddle-bags filled with the
rider’s extra clothing, toilet articles,
and small belongings, a nose-bag, per-
haps filled with corn, a heavy leather
halter, an 1ron picket pin with long
lariat; two horseshoes with nails, a
curry comb and horse brush, a set of
gun tools and materials for the care of
arms, a rubber blanket or poncho, a
pair of woollen blankets, a blouse, a
cap or hat, and such other utensils
and such other articles of clothing or
decorations as the owner was pleased
to keep. This mass of furniture wouid
weigh, with the saddle, say 70 lbs;
so, including kit on the rider and rider
himself, tne weight on the horse came
to from 200 to 230 lbs. Yet some of
thc men were not content with the
regulation load. They added a set of
plate armor to it. Among the scores
of articles for various uses which were
peddled in the camps within the first
year of the war was an ‘armored vest.’
1t was a vest of blue cloth, cut in
military style, with two plates of steel
formed to fit the body and fastened
between the cloth and the lining.
. . and some of the horses had,
therefore, 8 to 10 1bs. extra to carry.”

By degrees the greater part of this
gear was shed ; the armored vests went
first, and towards the ernd of the war
the wonder ceased to be ‘ how the
cavalryman succeeded in getting on
his horse or inducing him to move,”
and became, *“how a man could live
and exist with so meagre an equip-
ment.”

It is worth noting that with an aver-

age of 1,000 men on the rolls the regi-
ment expended 5,000 horses on
marches aggregating 6,500 miles.
Compare these figures with the ex-
penditure of horses in individual
regiments in the Franco-German War,
and the contrast between trained and
improvised cavalry becomes very
striking. The average from all causes
thronghout the war was 20 per cent,,
or, allowing for the different duration
of the campaigns, about one-quarter
the above.

Méthode de Dressage du
Troupe. Par P. Plinzner.

The above is an abreviated transla-
tion of Pinzner’s work in German. A
few notes from an eye-witness of his
methods may be interesting: ¢ Pliz-
ner, as already stated, is responsible
for the training of His Imperial Ma-
jesty’s horses. His chief difficulty
consists in securing men with suffi-
ciently light hands not to injure his
horses’ mouths, a difficulty with which
most horse owners are sufficiently -
acquainted. The men sent to him
are seclected from the second year
batch of the different cavalry regi-
ments: they possess some natural
aptitude for horsemanship, but very
little more. The first point is to teach
them that the reins are not mcant to
hold on by, a point often overlooked ;
the second, to convey to them the
feel of a properly trained horse under
them, and this is always and every-
where the chief difficulty. Place a
young horseman on a lively brilliant
animal, and he falls off ; place him on
a staid wooden-jointed old crock and
though he mey remain in the saddle
he acquires no correct idea of what a
horse should feel like under him. _

“ A horse only goes well in proper
balance, i.e., with his weigit dis-
tributed over all four limbs and the
haunches sufficiently under him. This
poise depends on the maintenance of
the correct position of the head, and
can be obtained either by bending the
neck according to the ¢Baucherian’
method, in which all the vertebre of
the neck take their share, or by the

Cheval de

bend from the pole of the neck as laid

down in our own regulations. Plinz-
ner favors the former, and for his pur-
poses no doubt he is right ; this bend
also favors the use of the essential
feature of his system, viz., the auxil-
iary reins. These are very simple—
two short lengths of indiarubber
bucklid to either rein and made fast
to the saddle. The rider’s hands are
thus set at liberty and the poise of
the horse maintained by the even
elastic bearing communicated to the
bit. ‘I'he men are then drilled in the
ordinary manuer, controlling their
mounts only by balance and Dby leg,
and certainly the results are very
striking. I have seen the riGe nego-
tiate all the usual riding school obsta-
cles, and though the horse’s head is,
to my mind, carried too low, I have
never heard of one of them bringing
his rider to grief, and 1t must be re-
membered these horses are ridden to
the boar-hounds through woods and
over broken ground prett} fearlessly.
1 am awarc of the objections to the
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method, and am myself strongly op-
posed in principle to the ¢ Bancherian’
bend, but if it fell to my lot to reor-
ganize a squadron taken over in bad
condition, I should unhesitatingly
make use of it. Train Aalf a dozen
horses into good form and then let all
the squadron ride them till they had
secured some idea of what a good
horse should feel like under them.”

el P

Hit the Nail on the Head.

Editor of CaxapIAN MILITARY GAZETTE :

DeAr Sir,—In your ifsue cf the 15th of
the 15th cf April last I votice a letter from
« Subecrib:r)’ I have read it very cure-
fu.ly and Lave come to the conclusion that
he has hit the nail on the head. I had a
Jetter written on the same sulj ct, but on
reading * Subscriber’s” I consigned mine
10 the waste paper basket, as he covered
all my points 6o much better than I had
done mysslf. I might further add I
brought ¢ Subscriber’s” letter to the no-
tice of several officers of long service, aud
one and all declared that it was perfectly
true in every particular. Those parte es-
pecially in which be says the force object
to ¢ be treated as school boys” which is
done under the present absurd Cainadian
drill regulations, and that portioa d-aling
with ¢ Colonels havingz nothing to eay
about the work,” etc., etc.,, aad the re-
epousibility ¢ they have to assume if called
onto act in cace of & raid or a riot.” I
caonot emphasize too strongly ¢ Subscri-
ber’s” words: ¢ The system is absurd.”

Yours truly,

CAMBRIDGE,
- QG

Military Service at York
Minster.

A epecial sesvice for the military sia-
tioned al York aod the local volunteers was
beld on Sunday last (April 29.b) in York
Minster, the otfertories of tie day being in
aid of the Soidiers’ Daughters’ Home. ‘The
arrabgements were carried out uaoder the
superin eadsnce of the Dean and Mr. T. B,
Whytebesd, the Caapter Clerk. Tnenave
west of the organ was reserved for the mli-
tary, and the Liord Mayor aud Corporation
of York occupied seats on the east of the
organ,w hile the military bands which took
pact in the service were located on the east
s:de of the choir seate, the public being ad-
mitted to the porth and south transepts.
The streets were crowded with epectators
to wituess the soldiers march from Ful-
ford Barracke to the Minster, headed by
their respective bands. The troops at
present quartered at York, and who at-
tended the service, were the Gih Dragoon
Guarde (Carabiniers), the King’s Own
Scottish Borderers, sho marched to the
music of the bagpipesr, the l14th R gi-
mental Depot, 3rd Weat R:ding Regimeont,
the York Companies of the 13t V. B. West
Yorksbire P.W.O. Regiment, and the York
Batteries of Artillery Voluutecrs. ‘T'he
total number present was 91 officers aud
1,048 mep, in addition to Major-Gen, Wil-
kioeon, 0 B, and the &tafl’ of the Northe
Eastern Dietrict. The service opened with

the proceesional hymo, ¢ QOaward, Chris-
tian Soldiera,” which was accompanied Ly
the combined bands of the Carabiniers snd
the Bordérers, the bauds having played as
a voluntary tke grand processional march
“Dipiel” (H. Moore). The Rev. A. S,
Comwmelize recd the prayers, The firet
lesson was read by the Rev. Chancellor
Raire; and the cecond by the Archbishop
of York. The anthem, accompanied by
the baods, was that compo el by Dr. Nay-
lor for the military eervice in aid of the
Egyptiao War Fund, “ Aod Asa cried unto
Lord.” D, Naylor conducted, acd the
bass solo was eung by Mr. A. McCali, and
the teaor eolo by Mr. J. Shakespeare Rob-
inson. These eolos, a8 well a8 tke choruses
for the alto3 and trebles and the double
qnartet, were unaccompauied, but the
chorus, ‘“Thaoks b: to God,” was ac-
compauied by the bande, and had a very
impressive ¢ffzct. The bhymn before tne
cermon was “ Jesus Christ is Risen To-
day.” The Very Rev, the Dean preached,
taking for his text the words, “ Fight the
good fight of faith.” At the close of the
germon & collection was made for the
Soldiers’ Daughters’ Home, and while the
offertory was being taken the combined
bands played Schubert’s ¢ Ave Marie,”
The pipers afterwards played the march of
“ The Land of the L2al,” and the com-
bined bands *¢ March of the Israelites,”
from Eli (Sir M. Costs). The National
Authem was then suog, and the Arch-
bishop pronounced the blessing, the bands

playing as a receseional Viviani’s * Silver
Trumpets.”

~ -G
German Army Equipment.

The details of the operations in the
marching kit of the German Infaatry, to
which we have already had occasion to
refer, have now been made public. They
sffect nearly every article of the existing
uniferm. Though in some reepects the
changes may eecin unimportant, they all
contribute to reduce the weight which the
G :rman eoldier has now to carry or to give
him greater eace. The etaud-up co'lar, for
instauce, is to bz replaced by a turned
down one, the length of the coat is to be
curtsiled, the calico shirt is to bs exchanged
for one made of some knitted texture, the
upper parts of the boats are to be made of
ligbter leather, and the nails employed in
them are to be maaufactured of lighter
metal. The knapsack and its contents will
be coneiderably lightened, The weight of
the polishing waterials and of the tinned
food will be reduced by 200 and 400
grammes respectively. The hinder cart.
ridge pouch will disappz=ar, aad to com-
pensate for its loss the two front ones will
each contain forty-fi e inetead of thirty
cartridges as hitherto, whilet an extra
reszrve eupply of thirty per man will fo!.
low io the rear. Further, the present
bayonet will be cuperseded by a new model
weighing between 400 asd 500 grammes
leee, the belta, etc., will be made of par-
rower leather, the pumber of the intrench-
ing lools will be reduced to fifty epades,
ten pickazes, and five hatchets p:r «¢om-
pany, which will bz carried by the etrong-

est men, the mauntings of the helmets will
be made of aluminium and reduced in rize,
and the overccats will not be ro thickly
padded as here!cfore.

These innovations represent a dimiou-
tion in the weight of the marching kit of
13 1b. or 14 1b. Under existing conditions
tbe G:rman Iofantry soldier carries a load
of more than 33 kilogrammes, which will
jn future be reduced to 26:138 kilo-
prammes. With the exception of the
Italisn Infantry soldier, whose kit weighs
exactly 26 kilogrammes, that of the Ger-
man Ariny will be lighter than any other
carried by the infantry of the chief Con-
tinental Powers. In France the kit weighs
28}, in Austria 28'9, and in Russia 29}
kilogrammes. As regards the number of
carlridges, aleo, the German soldier with
90 will carry fewer than the eoldiers of
any other military Power on the Continent,
excepting those of Russia, who have oanly
84. The French Infantry soldier carries
120 cartridges, the Austrian 100, anod
Italian 96.

The trials of the new kits will be made
in ten battalions of different army corps,
including that of the Guarde, and will
be concluled after the great autuma
macceuvree,

—— 4

King Theebaw’s Regalia.

An English officer, whose relia-
bility is beyond dispute, but who is
unwilling, for private reasons, thathis
name shall be mentioned in the matter
has made an interesting statement to
the Press Association, with regard to
the mysterious disappearance of King
Theebaw’s regalia. He says:—“I
was in Burmah when Mandalay was
taken, and a few days after, a friend
of mine shewed me the handle ofa
fan, thickly studded with rubies and
other precious stones. It was a re-
markable article of great artistic worth
and value, and has been identified by
a Russian, who was on Theebaw’s
personal staff, as the handle of the
State fan and a portion of the missing
r:galia. My friend said he had been
lucky enough to obtain the handle
for a nominal sum from a soldier who
had offered him the article for sale. I
ascertained that the soldier in question
along with another soldier, either of
the Liverpool or Queen's Regiment,
had broken into the Royal Palace on
the night it was taken, and that they
had secured the greater part, if not
the whole, of the regalia. This they
placed in a bag, and in order to ac-
complish their purpose they were
compelled to break the fan. The
whole lot was then buried within the
compound of the Palice, as the
soldiers were unable to get past the
guards at the gates, encumbered as
they would have been with the stolen
treasure. A few nights afterwards
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they returned and dug up the sack,
which, according to their story, was
then empty, with the exception of the
fan-handle, which, being placed at the
‘bottom of the bag, had stuck in a
corner. It is presumed that some
person must have seen the soldiers
burying their spoil, and had forestali-
ed their return visit. But whatever
took place, itiscertain that the soldiers
who broke into the Palace and carried
off the spoil did not reap the benefit
of their undertaking. Whether the
men who came forward and admitted
they had been the robbers are the two
men I know by sight in Burmah,I
cannot say, as I have not seen cither

of them since my arrival in Fngland.”

—p-O

Cycles for Military Purposes.
Shall mounted infantry form an in-
tegral part of the fighting forces of
our empire? Shall cyclists be re-
cognised as a distinct type of mounted
infantry 7 World that I were in a
position to give an authoritative
answer to these questions (writes Col.
A. R: Saville, in Cycling). Assuredly
my reply would be delivered in no un-
certain tone. IHave we not already
acquired by bitter experiences the
knowledge that infantry acting alone
are helpless, and is there anything
more certain than that in the varied
operations of a campaign cavalry fre-
quently find themselves not only de-
layed, but absolutely foiled, in their
enterprises for lack of rifle fire? If
the provision of mounted infantry had
not been quite a modern inspiration,
we might not have mourned for such
catastrophes as the surprise on the
Intombi River, the disaster at Brunc-
ker'’s Spruit, the defeat at Lang’s Nek,
and the terrible losses at the Ingogo
River. Advocates of mounted infan-
try bear always in mind the dashing
raids of Gen. Morgan’s mounted rifle-
men in the American Civil war, and
they dwell with delight upon the
prowess of the twelve men, who on
the 23rd of December, 1870, brought
to a standstill, before the village of
Vibray, the 11th Cavalry Brigade,
consisting of a cuirassier, dragoon,
and ublan regiment, and obliged Gen.
von Barby to bivouac for the night
instead of continuing his march.

We who urge the inclusion of cy-
clists among our armed forces are
fortunately able to quote no less an
authority than Lord Wolseley himselt
in support of our argument that it is
impossible to dissociate cyclists from
mounted infaatry, though we fully ad-
mit that the means of locomotion with
which a mounted riflemen may be

furnished need not necessarily be in
all cases a cycle. Nevertheless, we
do not abate one jot our claim that
the cycle possesses numerous qua-
lifications as a suitable mount, which
are not fulfilled in the body of any
living animal. Imagine a combined
cavalry and cyclist force thrown far
to the front of our main marching
columns in order to gain contact with
the enemy, discover his numbers and
dispositions, divine his intentions, and
remain hanging on to him. The re-
connaisance part of the work can be
perfectly carried out by cavalry, and
in brushing aside the enemy advanced
cavalry patrols our cavalry can still
operate without assistance, for charg-
ing tactics will pay better than fire
action. But a time must sooner or
later arrive when the cavalry finds. it-
self confronted by large bodies, and
eventually by dismounted troops, then
whether the subsequent action is de-
fence in order to retain the ground
already won, or attack in order to
push still further on, the cyclists will
certainly be called upon to help, and
will find a congenial sphere of tactical
employment.

The enemy will not allow our caval-
ry to remain calmly in observation
without making a determined attempt
to drive them off, and this can best be
met by oflensive measures on our part,
then carry on the imagination to the
possibility that our gallant hussars
may be worsted in the fight, and it
becomes apparent that a phase of the
encounter must ensue during which
assistance of incalculable value should
be—and, I believe, can and will be—
rendered by the cyclist infantry-

Before our cavalry issues forth into
the open to deliver attack, the line of
retreat will have been chosen, a rally-
ing point upon it will have been fixed
at a place capable of strong defence,
and which is only accessible on a
narrow front ; at this spot the cyclist,
with their machine guns, will have
been posted. However excellent the
quality of our cavalry may be, itis a
characteristic of the arm that it can-
not reform after failure until relieved
of the pressure of pursuit, so the
broken ranks of horsemcn will stream
past the flanks of our cyclists® who
will open rapid fire the moment their
front is clear. Let them now re-
member that their sole raison detre
is the salvation of the cavalry force to
which they are attached. Cavalry
are not placed in the field for the pro-
tection of cyclists ; the state of affairs
is the cxact converse. Doubtless
they will suffer heavy losses, and if
needs be, they must sacrifice them-

s2ives for the cavaliy, just as cavalry
frequently ride gaily off to certain
death in order to save infantry or
artillery, If the duty is gallantly per-
formed, the approbation with which
the Evnglish nation always receives the
news of heroic deeds will be the sure
and sufficient reward of the brave
cyclists.

-G

The last militia general orders were
of unusual length on account of so
many changes in the commissioned
ranks corps. Ne letters were placed
after the names of the permanent corps
officers promoted, showing what certi-
ficates, if any, held by them. Every
other militia officer had the usual af-
fixes, and the absence in the one case
could not but excite the remark, Why ?

For Sale.

At half price, 200 Black
Helmets, without furniture, and

in good condition. Apply to

J. GALLOWAY, Jr.,
Major and Adjt. 14th P.W.O.

Rifles, Kingston, Ont. 8 dt

Uniform for Sale.

A major’s complete Artiller, out-
fit, portions new, all in good order,
made by Strickland, London, Eng.
Owner about 5 feet 8 in. 38 in,
chest. Apply UNIFORM, care of
Military Gazette, P. O. Box 1931,
Montreal.

WANTED.

Second-hand, in fair condition,
Dragoon Officer's Steel Hilted
Sword ; set white Sabretach Slings,
white Sword Belt Slings, Nickel or
Steel Box Spurs, Dragoon Forage
Cap. Apply to

CHAS. B. HALPIN,
Portage 1a Prairie, Man,

The News Clubbing Rates,

The following standard publications will
be furnished to subscribers paying one year
in advance for THE NEWS, at the reduced
prices mentioned. As will be seen, there is
& s8aving of from 59 ceunta to $1.00 per year on
each periodical. The discount we receive

we give to the subsoribers:
Per Annum.

The Metropolitan, Moutreal, weekly... $150
London Illustrated NeWs. coc.uuvvecieuee 600
Harper’s Young People......... PO & {1
Harpor's Magazine, monthly...... ...... 835
Harper's Bagar, weekly............00.0.. 860
Harper's WORKIY...ovoeriniemeioninns 860
Scientific American, weekly........ vivee 376
American Agriculturist, monthly...., . 10
The Century Mrneazine, monthly...... . 850
8t. Nicholas Moathly............. Ceeeas . 3060
Popular 8ctence, monthly....... .. sereee 400
Litte)l's Living Age, weekly..,., veinies . 7200
The Cosmopolitan, {llustrated, weekly. 25
Lippincott’s Magazine, monthly, illus. 250
Godey’'s Ladles’ Book, monthly......,.. 175
Americar Magazine, monthly, fllus..,. 2560
The Aren ,Boston, monthly............. 400
Review of koviews, N. Y., montaly..... 2560
Bcribner's Mt;yulne. monthly........... 360
Detroit Free Press, weekly.............. . 7
The Women's Weekly, N. Y., tllas., 8 p. 80
Mnﬁa:lne of Art, Boston, monthly....,. 390
Dally Gasette, Montreal.......c.oe.oenss 60

Terms striolly in advance. No commise
slon Address E R. Smith & Son, 8. Johns,



