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SURGERY.

NEUROMIMESIS,

LECTURE ON THE NERVOUS MIMICRY
OF JOINT DISEASES..

By Sir James Packr.
(CONTINGED.)

The conjunction of pain and stiffacss in a joint
“always looks like real disense; bui you may gen-
enally detect the mimicry by observing that,
while these things wonld indicate discase of muck
severity, everything else is as if there were no
disease, or at most only a very =iid arthritis
The inconsistency of the several parts of the case
exposes its true mature. Lately Ihad tosees
young lady, with a reported healthy mervous sys-
tem, whom I found lying in bed with extreme
contraction of the thigh towards the pelvis, pain
at the hip and knee, increased pain on any touch-
ing near the hip-joint, and cspecially great pein
and tenderness st and shout the tuberosity of the
ischium. Shecould not bear the least atlempt to
straighien the joint, and the contraction was said
to be persistent during sleep. She bad had vo-
miting, hated food, and Jooked ill and distressed ;
and all these troubles were ascribed to slight in-
jury or over-fatigue s few days previously. The
case looked very like real disease of the hip; but
if it Lkad been 80 at all it must have been & very
acute discase, swift and severe, such as should
have had attendant fever. Yet the pulse and
temperature were natural, ang there was certain-
ly nothing in the case which might not be ex-
plained by mere nervedisturbance. And the
event proved that there was no organic disease,
for sfter a few days' rest, with careful food, and
some wine, and mental quietude, the pain ceased,
and then very slowly the limb resumed its natur-
al power snd posture, and the young lady mar-
ried,

Yet me here tell you of two or three notable
groups of cases of pain and stiffness of joints
without real disease. None are more frequent
than those of boys from ten to fifteen, who com-
plain of pain and declare themselves unable to
walk after injuries of the ankle or knce, or who
disuse their arms for pain after injuries of the
elbow or other part. They describe the pain as
horrible, and hold their limbs in some unnatural
position, and limp and cry when you try to make
thew walk ; yet you can find nothing wrong in
the shape or size, or temperature of the joint, or
in the general health. It is very Lavd to say
whether they are shamming or neurlgic; but
the utter inconsistency of their cases proves that
they are the one or the other, and you must make
them use their limbs. They wil often do it bet-
ter if you have first moved the joint rather se-
verely for them, and “loosened” them.

Something like these, yet different in having
little or no pain, are ihe children who mimio a

discase of & joint through fear. After a hurt the

" | imn:ease care bestowed on a joint, and the earn-

est injunctions not to move ii, seem to impress
some children’s minds so deeply that, long after
all is well, they hold up their joints scrupuloasly
and timidly, and dare pot try to use them. You
amey amuse yourselves with the astonishment
with which both child and prrents find, on a
positive assnrance, that walking or any other use
of the leme limb is quite easy and painless.

Another group allied with these is that in
which you find young people with joints contract-
ed by involantary and quiet muacular power after
injury. The joints are painless nnless when
great force is used at them ; and you can easily
feel that their stiffness is not throngh inflamma-
tion or adhesion, bat through muscular resistance
like that which sometimes produces wry-neck
directly or very soon after a blow. You feel a
kind of elastic recoil at efforts to move them, a8
if the effort was resisted by a tough elastic sub-
stance. Ether or chloroform decides at once the
diagnosis : &8 soon as the patient is insensible
the joint becomes movable as widely and as
smoothly 22 an uninjured bealthy one, and only
slowly if ever stiffens again.

Just like these are the ordinary cases of pain-
less stiff joints in hysterical gitls: the muscles
hold them fixed, and that is all; the joints are
healthy to the touch and the sight, and even to
the patient are painless uniess violently uzed.

In all these cases the ground of diagnosis is
essentially the same. You have one or two or
three signs of the disease of & joint present in an
extremely marked degree, or at least well mark-
ed ; a pain, or a stiffness, or both, and lmping
or other consequent disability, such as would ex-
ist in & joint soverely or long discased. But with
a joint really thus discased there should be—
unless it had some chronic, rheumatie, or gouty
trouble—swelling, or heat, or spoiled shape, or
general wasting of the limb, or sll these together
—eand with them usually some disturbance of the
general health. The absence of these is weightier
cvidence than the pmsenee of the other sym-
ptomsa.

All that I have Just been saying relates to the
distortion of joints produced by muscular action,
not to deformnity due to displacemeat of one or
more of the bones forming the joint, such defor-
mity as you see, for instance, in the knee when
the tibis falls backwards and outwards from the
femur, or is rotated by the weight of the foot, on

which also the bedclothes may have been allowed

to rest. 'When this or any similar deformity ex-
ists, it is a nearly sure sign of real disease, past
or present, for it can scarcely bapper except
through textural changes, through softening of
the ligaments &nd other textures about the joints
permitting one bone to move away from the
other, Now such soflening as this can hardly
take place except in inflammation, X willnot

say that it is impossible, but’ I kmowthat it i
very rare  Posture alons, though very long con-
tinued, will not produce deformity of joints with
displacement of bones. “I-saw’a gentlemsn who,
in a balf lunatic condition, sat for five years in
the same posture, and was credibly said to have
never moved. At the end of thistime his kneb-
joints were contracted to & right angle, and felt
as if absolutely fixed ; yet they were not-deform-
ed. Their bores had their right relations; and
after some weeks of extension with instraments,
the knees were straightened, cnd power over
them was completely gained. . ‘
So, too, in a case told me by Professor Flower.
A man, whose skeleton is at Marbnrg, was™en-
cased by his relatives for over twenty years in &
space in which be could only #it with his limbe
doubled up, and in which he could have had only
very narmw‘v tstrained movements of his joints,
yet bis 1imib4 did not become deformed, and hia
joints retained their normal textures. And many
a case of hysterical joint, after being contracted
for years, has recovered without n.ny error of
shape. ' -
Speaking generally, tben, the pre&.noe of de-
formity in a joint reputed diseasod may be taken
88 certain evidence that it is or was disessed, and
the absence of such deformity in a joint which
has long been very painfi(i; or, it Rher charac-
ters, bas seemed acutely diseased, is nearly as.cer
tain evidence that there has not been inflamma-
tion ; unless, indeed, the shape of the joint has
been maintained by careful treatment. A few
weeks of acute inflammation of a joint will al-
most certainly change its shape and the relations
of its bones, unless care is taken to prevent the
change ; but even masy months of _mimicery of
acate disease will not preduce or permt such

change.

THERAPEUTICS.

CROTON-CHLORAL HYDRATE

The profession and the public are chiefly in-
debted to Dr. Oscar Liebreich for. the introduc-
tion of chloral hydrate: and this obligation ig
further increasad by the addition of eroton-chloral
hydrate, which will doubtless prove an equally
valuable therapettic agent. It is of the greatest
service in cased of nerve pain. Every sufferer
from ncuralgia is anxious to obtain speedy relief
from pain: this may be obtained by taking cro-
ton-ebloral hydrate. and then the .antecedent
causes of neuralgia may afterwards be inquired
into and treated accordingly. The following cases

are interesting, a8 showing the immediate relief
from pain that this drug sffords : .

A_ suffered from facial nearalgis of a most se-
vere character ; it affected ber hearing and eye-
sight. She conld not rest or take food. She took
one grain of croton-chlorel hydrate every hour.
Imthree hours she was oonmdenbly betw Aﬂ@r
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taking thoes more doos she was eatirely fres | are individuals in the most perfect state of health, | long vecognised that - the gases are nopessary .for
from pain who bave two stools s day. The physician oughi|the evacnation of the fxcal masses; they fncili-

B. suffered much from facial nearslgia depen-

dent on decayed teeth, and hed not been able {o
take food or sleep for thme'daya. She was order-
ed crotonchloral hydrate in grain dosos every
haur, and obtained great rolief after two dosca
Six doses romoved the pain completely. he
slept that rnight.
. C. This patient suffered from concussion of the
spine ceused by a railway sccident some years
ago. She has bad every varicty of treatment for
the pain she suffers in the spine and nerves pro-
coeding therefrom. She took potassium bromide,
gr. xx, sud croton-chloral hydrate, g i, three
times a day, with markod relief and no bad sym-
plomsa.

E Thisisa young dyspeptic and neursigic pa-
tient, and suffers greatly from dysmenorrhecea
She took two-grain doses when the paroxysms of
psin came on, with. marked relief

F. has been under treatment for various neur-
algie for some years. She bas had, at one time
or another, almost every external and internal
therapeutic agent in the Pharmacopeia,—strych-
nie, iron, quinine, ammonium chloride, aconite,
belladonna, iodine, bromine, blisters; hypodermic
injections, galvanism, together with baths and
other hygienic appliances, including change of air.
In this case, two grain doses of croton-chloral bhy-
drate every bour afforded more speedy relief from
pain than any of the above remedies.  After tak-
ing eight grains, she was almost free from pain.

In thirteen patients who have croton-cloral
hydrat, not asingle bad, symptom has been observ-

.ed. In grain doses, it relioves pain quickly,

causes sleep, no subsequent headache or furred
tongue. In several cases it acted as a gentle
laxative.—{Benson Bsker, in the British Medical
Journal

PRACTICAL AIEDICINE.

CONSTIPATION IN PNEUMONIA.
From a Clinical Lecture by Professor 8kods, Vienna

There is not any physicion who hes not bad
occasion to observe that pneumonia is often ao-
companied by n state of obstinate comstipation
which may be greatly prolonged. It is natural,
therefore, to ask oneself if it i3 proper to interfere
in these cases in order to put an end to the oon-
stipation.

This question of constipatien in disszse is more
important than it seems at first. But before en-
tering on ita study we must first inquire what is
the interval which separates the stools of persons
in perfect health, These data will serve to form
our judgment, and we can then decide whether
the constipation which arises in any illness can
have any influence or not on the evolutian of that
malady.

The observatien of facts teachea us that the
time which elapses betwoen different stools is not
tho samo in all individuals, The greater namber
have one stool & day ; others also numercus haye
only cne in two er three doya There are yet

* others who only expericnoo this need st inter

wals yet more distinot, On the othar hand, there

not to forget this fact, when he finds himself in
the presence of a commencing diarrheea ; it is es-
pecially important for the progmostic point of
view. .As Wwe possess as yet only very imperfect
notions of the reasons of these physiological dif-
forences,we will here content oursalves with point-
ing them out to the attention of physicians, and
will abstein from further commentary. There
are even cases of persons in whom the retention
of fwces persists, not only for some dayz, but even
for mony weeks This is seen especially in
women. In theas cases the first evacuations are
accompanied by violent pain, which may be so
severe as to provoke syncope. Daring the whole
duration of this obstinate constipation, it is often
impossible to succeed by any means in forcing a
stool Nevertheless, appetite may bo preserved,
the individual takes food, and even experiences
only relative inconvenience. The quantity of
food ingested is necessarily very small, but it is
none the less & very singular thing to see the
necd for alimentation continue, in spite of the
cemplete absence of evacuation.

Does the diversity which we indicate in the
habits of different individaals exercise an influ-
ence on their state of healtht On this point ob-
servation shows us first that the stools of individ-
uals in whom constipation has lasted some days
aro in no way different to those of persons who
go to stool every day.

Fxcal matters can, then, remain entire weeks
in the intestinal canal witbout undergoing sensi-
ble modifications. It follows that substances in-
gested during the time that constipation lasts, are
digested and absorbed, and that the ferces remain
constitated by the residue of digestion as in the
case in which an evacuation is produced every
day.

From all these facts one has the right to con-
clude that feecal matters may sojourn for a long
time in the intestinal canal without undergoing
any modifications prejudicial to the’ organism,
and that constipation does not constitute in itself
a state vory dangerous to the general health.
Thus we are enabied to reply to the question
above stated : The differences obgerved among in-
dividuals a8 to the number of their stoolsin a
given time do not induce modifications in the
health of these individuals. This is a fact well
established by experience, and which has been
hitherto too much overlooked in practice.

How much harm has been done by the untime-
ly employment of purgatives, which might have
_been avoided by the zimple knowledge of this fact.
We think it is our duty, therefore, particularly
ko insist upor it, for it is not without danger'in a
number of cases that purgatives are administered.
And we ehall avoid falling into many ertors, if
we keep ir mind this fundamental truth of the
harmleszmess of constipation.

As to the gases which are developed in the in-
testinal canal, it is to be remarked that they also
are retained with the fiocal matters; bat that,in
the cass of prolonged constipetion, unleas we
hlvetodomthmtu&ndmnguhhon,then is
for the most part very little gua It i o fact

tate it by diminishing the friction of the matters
against tho walls of the intestine. It ia their
fanction also to fayour the movements of the dia~
phragm, and to deaden the effects of the play of
this muscle on the abdominal walle The gases
excreise, thea, a real influence over the frecal ev-
acuations, and we may henceforth feel assured
that in all cases where there is not any gns,tha
evacuations will take place with much difficalty.

‘What demonstrates this influence of the gases
over frecal evacuation is the happy effect produced
by aliments productive of gas in individuals sab-
ject to constipation. At the head of thess =li-
menta may be placed black bread, and the lege
umes ; these kinds of food, bowever, are not
equally well borne by all temperaments, for they
often produce a very disagreeable ‘inﬂa.tion. ‘

But, besides gases, there must also be fluids in
the intestinal canal, in order that the stools may
be effected with facility. Wo should, therefore,
seek to introduce them into the digestive tube,
and we must choose those which aro not imme-
diately absorbed  And fluids stay longest in the
intestine, for they are obliged to unite with bases
before they can be absorbed. Thia transforme-
tion requires always a certain time, during which
the fluids will act as irritants of the‘intestine, as
the result of which the evacuations are notably
facilitated. But these means also vemein fruit-
less when the constipation has lasted a certain
time. Then there is a complete arrest of peri-
staltic movements of the intestine, and we must
act diffevently. 'What has given the best results
to the lecturer is the employment of quinine,
friction on the abdominal walls with aromatic
oils, and the energetic faradisation of the abdo-
men. Hydrotherapin and warm baths are also
very efficacious.  Oppolzer employed cold com-
presses on the abdomen; gymnastic measures
also assist thess means.

Since it is established * at the retention of
frecal matters gives rise to no notable distarbance
in the organism, it iz not difficult to reply to
to the question which we asked ourselves at the
commencement of the lecture. And at the out-
set we may say that in general it is unnecessary
to occupy oursclves with the constipation which
accompanies pnenmonia, ®ince the increase of
fecal matters in the digestive tube does not ex-
ercise any morbid influence on the erganism.
Under this head we may say that one cannot in-
sizt too strongly on the fact that it is absolutely
useless to give a purgative in the course of pneu-
monia when there is reason to desire that the pa-
tient should be left at rest. It is only when the
patient becomes incommoded by the accumulation
of gases and liquids tending to embarrass the re-
spirstion that we should seek to unload the in-
testine. In this case the patient is often vrinly
urged by the desire to go to stool without bemg
able to succeed in bis efforta.

‘When constipation has lasted several days
without inflation of the belly being produced, it
ia absolutely ussloss to interfere, for it ia a sign
rather favourable for the normal cendition of the

malady. Moreover, it musé not be fmagined
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that we diminish at all the intensity or duration
of pneumonia by provoking intestinal flux; on
the contrary, a new affection—intestinal catarch
~is created, which can be but prejudicial to the
general condition and augment the malaise. Fi-
nally, it must be remarked that it is absolutely
untrue, thongh it was formerly believed, that the
Tespiration becomes less embarrassed in patients
with pocumonia when dJiarrhea supervenes
‘When, in the conditions which we have just
pointed out, there is any indication for putting
an end to constipation in pneumonia, clysters
should be employed, and purgatives should bs as
often as possible withheld. Theso cannot by any
means be considered, as they too often ave, as en-
tirely inoffensive remedies. Tho administration
of & purgative gives rise, in the greater part of
the cases, to a certain excitemont of the patient,
and he commonly finds himself far less well after
the purgative than before it.  Such an aggrava-
tion of so serious & malady ought evidently to be
taken into consideration. This is, morvover,
what Oppolzer had already pointed out in respect
to tartar emetic, which is far from producing al-
ways, as has been pretended, any relief or ameli-
oration. On the contrary, the state of the pa-
tient is aggravated, and it is only whea the effect
of the medicine has ceased that the patient ex-
periences & certain relief ; but then this must ba
attributed, not to the action of the remcdy, but
“rather to the disappearance of the malaise which
the remedy had superadded to the primitive state
of the patient.

From all these considerations it results that,
in the great number of diseascs, the indication is
to abstain from purgatives as long as they are
not indicated in the clearest manner. Thatis a

- principle acquired by experience, and one on
which we cannot insist too much.

CLINICAL LECTURE ON EPILEPSY.
By Dr, H. C Woon. :
{coNcLUDED.)
In petit mal—the second variety of the disease
, ~—there are no convulsions, and the loas of con-
_ scddousnessisof guch short duration that the muacles
_yemain contracted and thero is no fall.

I do not propose to say much to-day about this
‘petit mal, but merely to allude to s rare and
very serious form of it, in which a paroxysm of

, delirous fury replaces the usnual momentary mimple
loss of consciousness. This delirium is farious in
_character, very often homicidal.  Generally there
iz a marked destructive tendency, or the patient
 fights thoso around him, under the delusion that
he himsclf is being attacked. The celebrated
alienist Dr. Gray was some time since gitting at
o table with alawyer who bad suffered from
‘petit mal, when the latter attacked him with a
knife, intent upon his life, The case whose his-
tory follows presents itself ‘to us for 'diagnosia.
Tho point to be determined is whether ‘the man
has or has not had s paroxyma or epileptic de-
lirum, .

Joshua H. C,, mt. 42, white, has always enjoy-
ed good health, About three woeks ago, having
been exposod to much cold and wet in his ocou-
pation (that of & cardriver), he took s severe wold,

which kept him at home for three or four days.
At this time there were no epileptic symptotns
After this he felt well until Jast Sunday morning,
October 26, when he went out to walk, very thinly
dressed, although the day was quite chilly. On
retruning to his home be bad a severe chill, and
complained of dimness of vision lasting about
threequarters of an hour, with frontal headache
and vomiting. His friends say thatafter this he
was wildly delirious, doing peculiar things, seiz-
ing and hugging his wife, rushing around the
room, yelling, etc., ete., but not offering violencs
to any person, and showing no destructive ten-
dencies whatever. It should be mentioned that
he bhas always been nervous and excitble, and
that the night before this attack he had had
a domostic quarrel

Under cnpping to the back of the neck, the
man recovered his reason in about twenty-four
hours.

In many respects this case is obscure. At
first sight it vesembles epilepsy. But there iz no
history of wetting the bed, or of cther indications
of night epilepsy,—of momeatary loss of con-
sciousness, or other indication of petit mal ; and
the delirium was unlike the usual form of epileptic
faror in that it was not directed to the destruc-
tion of any object, either animate or inanimate.
Cantharides, Indian hemp, or stropia, when tak-
en in sufficient doses, might produce similar sym-
ptoms ; but thisman has not taken them. It
cannot have been meningitis, for there was no
fever ; mor was the attack malairal,—although
I have seen pernicions fever with very similar
symptoms,—for the chill has not returned ; nor
ig brain-tumour the cause, since, although sudden
gymptoms may come from such csuse, yet there
are generally apoplectic sympioms, and indica-
tions of paralysis exist in a greater or less degree
sosnewhere.  Moreover, the patient has not had
any marked headache. I think the case, being
none of these, is probably mania transitoris,
which often occurs after chronic diseases, great
anxiety, and the like, and which in many respects
it iz closely allied to hyateria. In the case now be-
fore us it waa probably induced by exposure to
cold and by the excitement of 'a domestic quar-
el .

In tho third and last variety of epilepsy there
iz no loss of consciousmess. This form is very
rarc, and even the possibitity of its occurrence
has been deniod by many authorities, who hold
that unconsciousness is the only symptom of
epilepsy that ia nover absent. The following
history shows that this form may be met with.
Thomas—, mt. 20, began to have epileplic
fits nine years »; * The paroxjsms from the
outset have been frequent, from one or two every
weck to three or four daily. They are always
proeeeded by a well marked aura, originating in
the feet and passing wpward; when it reaches
the arms the convulsion begins. This affects
both sxma, the musales of the upper, part of the
bagk, and thoee of the neck. During the spasm
the pupils are widely dilated, the face is congest-
od and disfigured, the head is drawn to the left,
and the arms are lifted above the bead and

jerked wildly about The atiack lasta about

thirfy seconds ; there is no loss of consciousness,
and he does not fall. He had an attack at oue
of his visits to the dispensary ; so that the truth
of his statement as to the loss of consciousness
can be fully verified

From March 10 to July 10 the treatment
adopted was, first, large doses of bromide of potas-
sium, then belladonna with nitrate of silver, and,
finally, bromide of sodium ; and, although the
paroxysms appeared at times to diminish in fre-
quency, no great improvement was brought about.
Since July 4 he has not been seen, and most like-
ly be has applied for aid elsewhere: thoughit is
bardly possible that anything can be.done to
give him permanent reliof.

This case, I think, must be copsidered as of
the vature of epilepsy, from its commencing with
aura, its paroxysmal nature, and its intractable-
nese. If yon use the term cerebral epilepsy for -
that form of petit mal in which consciousness is
not lost, you mey spesk of this form, in which
consciousness iz preferved but convulsions occur,

88 spinal epilepsy.—|[Philadelphia Med. Times.

HYDROCYANICIC ACID IN DELTRIUM
TREMENS. ‘

Dr. Henry B. D6w expresses his belief (Brit
Med. Jouwrn.,) that hydrocyanic scid fulfils all
the indications in, delirinm tremens better than
opium, digitalis, or belladonna. “It allays the
irritation of the stomach, and checks the nausea
and vomiting ; it quiets the nervous excitement,
and, by so doing, tends to preduce sleep ; and it
also controls the action of the heart. It bas the
advantages of producing its effects quickly, and
of not being culminative, and is taken readily by
most people. I have used it with the most sat-
isfactory results, and will now mention my ‘usual
method of administration. I give it in combina-
tion with bicarbonate of potash, chloric ether,
and camphor mixture, in doses of one, iwo or
three mimims of the Pharmacopeia solution every
two, three, ar four hours, according to the sover-
ity of the case ; and also find that benefit way be
derived from the addition cither of three or four

irs of earbonate of ammonia, or & fow minins
of the cornpound spirit'of ammonia. The patient
is to be nourished by the administration of beef-
tea, milk, eic., and wine or other alcobolic stimu-
lants to'be given, according to the ‘discretion of
the medical adviser; ths less, bowever, the
better. As soon a8 the worst symptoms bave
been relieved by the above treatment, the appe-
tite is soon restored by the wse of dilute nityio
acid and decoction of cinchona.” :

ASPIBATIRG PUNCTURE IN STRANGULATED
INGUTNAL HERNIA.

Caze Tecorded by Dr. Albanese in Gazetta OG-
nica de Palermo.—Patient, thirty-soven, and sof-
fering for three years from reduciblo dnguinal
hernia, suddenly presented signs of strangulation.
Taxis was performed usclessly, and the worse
zigns came on ; imperceptible pulse, ficcal vomit-
ing, &e The tamour waa tho 8izo of a l,clzvinon,
transparent, and sonorous on porcussion.  Taxiz,
after local and goneral snmsthesia, was again
vainly tried. The meeis} and external part of
the tumour was then p About four
drachms of an alkaline liquid, without any amell,
came away. Bome gas cscaped ; reduction’ was
not possible. The instrument was then intro-
duced about one inch higher. Five drachms of
filuid were then aspirsted, and more gas escapod.
Taxis became possible, and the patient soon re.

covered.
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The extrsordinary case of poisoning which has
occurred in Montreal, through the misadventure
of a man who purloined a bottle of wine of col-
chicum, supposing it to be sherry, and shared his
spoil among eleven companions and neighbours
inviting them to carouse with bim, presents fea-
* tures which must interest the medical msan.
Seven of the partakers of the plundered wine met
their death from drinking the poison, and the
other five only escaped the same fate narrowly.
A tragic interest has attached to the extraordi-
nary event, and no doubt many a temperance
Jecture will hereafter have its point touched by a
roference to this sad example of the danger which
attends upon a depraved appetite.

The medical interest, however, centres upon
the event just as upon other cases of poisoning.
It is well known that in larger doses than are
given medicinally colchicum is a powerfal poison.
Its effects, indeed, in large medicinal doses are due
to its acridity, vomiting and purging being pro-
duced by repetition. Of its great value in small
medicinal doses as an excitor of the excretory
organs, as the kidneys, ekin and liver, it is bare-
ly necescary to allude.

Though it is comparativaly rare to hear of
death from colchicum, yet the annals of medicine
tell of such fatalitica Two ounces of the wine
caused death in one of the cases related by Per-
¢ira, and in another three and a balf drachms in
divided doses proved fatal. In the Montreal
fatality one of the victims took four gills, an ex-
cessive quantity, and yet, strange to say, he lived
longer than. some who had drunk less. Others
are described s having drunk between two and
three gills, and Mra Dunn took the greater part
of a gill Tt thereforo appears that all of the de-
ceased partook of the wine in quantities consider-
ably above the cffectively poisonous dose, and
therefore it is not surprising that the well-direct-
ed efforts of the midical attendants should have
proved unavailing in restoring them. )

Tt may be expected thet the medical witnesses
to this traggic affair will give to the profession a
detailed mccount of the sywnptoms and mode of
death, An instalment of such contributions has,
indeed, already beon made by Dr. Dugdale, which
appears in this issue. °

The question was askod at the inquest why

the bottlo had not been labelled * peison,” and
in reply it was stated that it is not usual to mark
wholesale packages. In thia cese there was ap-
parently little need tc mask the medicine with
other than its proper label It was a bottle sup-
plied by Messrs Evans and Mercer for the Gene-
ral Hospital, but was left in mistake =% the shop
of a druggist, who retnrned it as he did not want
it, acd it wss while it was in fransilu to be re-
turned that it was stolen from the messenger's
sleigh. It is not customary to mark even more
poisonous substances than colchicom ; bat in the
case of wines and tinctures, which are apt to ex-
cite the cupidity of inebriates, this event suggests
that this class of medicines shonld be labelled
poisonous, in all packages with a view of deter-
ring persors from imbibing them on opportunity.

THE MONTREAL POISONING CASE

The Montreal journals and: other papers of the
secular press have given full accounts of the
dreadful case of poisoning by vinum colchici, with
proceedings at the inquest, ete. Though not in-
tended for publication (being burriedly written) | .,

of 2 letter from Dr. J. J. Dugdale to the editor,
detailing the symptoms and mode of death of the
victims of this extraordinary misadveuture. Dr.
Dugdale was called on, and attended ~srtain of
the cases together with other physi-iinx  In his
letter he recounts that,—* seven of the twelve
who drank of the culchicum died from the effecis
of the poison andfive haverecovered”—only one of
those who recovered partoo kfreely, and he was a
stalwart, muscular fellow, to which, as well as to
the frequent and large doses of m-bem.te of am-
monia with brandy, I think ha owes his life.
As consulting pLysician 1 suggested, and they
received ten grain doses of the ammonia witha
tablespoonful of brandy every hour.

“ When called in, six of them were almost
pu‘acleas, and they gradually sank until for some
hours—thres or four before death—there was no
pulse at the wrist; and the beart’s action was
barely distinguishable, yet their muscular power
was very alightly interfered with. The pupils
were natural; and they were able to talk dis-
tiretly and intelligently to the lsst moment.

¢ The only pain they complained of was a alight
burning sensation at the pit of the stomach, and
the distress of vomiting, which, with purging,
was almost incessent to the last.”

“In ench case death, which was gudden, I
would judge, resalted from spasm of the heart as
the patient raised himself to vomit.”

CORRESPONDENCE.
BLOODLESS OPERATIONS.

To rac Eprrow or TE Mepicar Trezs.

My Dear Sir,~In refevonce to Esmarch’s grand
idea of bloodless surgery, permit me to mention
that on a recent occasion, in presence of my class
and many visitors, I cut into the popliteal space,
in a case of aneurismal varix (treumatic of 19
years' standing, from Canada ; ) and made & cool,

deliberate, and successful nearch among enor-

we take the liberty of making use of the contents |,

w—
mously dilated arteries and veins for the original
point of communication between the main sriery
and vein. During the whole operation, which
was done according to Esmarch's plan and with
the aid also of Lister's aortic compressor, not a
drop of blood was seen, any mscre than if I hsd

been opeaating on the cadaver.
, Yours truly .
Dozarp MaciEaw
University of Michigan. 1.
Dec. 1, 1873,

MR. CALLENDER’S. OPERATIONS.
Mr George Callender, F.RS., one of the sur-

|geons to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, who has

succeeded to the charge of Sir James Paget's
wards in that ancient and noble institution, read &
paper making known his resulis of operations at
the last meeting of the British Medical Associa-
iton, London, August, 1873. In this paper he
gave a table showing the results of the treatment
of compound fracture and of amputations during
the last four and a half years, the whole, period of
his surgeoncy. The table is a very muhhb
one: it reads thus:

TOTALA, nxx'n. KEECOVEREKD, BEATAL CASRS.

Operations (ax-
cluding those
‘for hernia) 199 6 193
- - ?l:()vmo
Compound tomy
fractures 28 [} 28 Iﬁhmtomy.
Amp stthigh 14 0 14 & Syphii
n . l.g&b ') 14 6 hrypph&
R S g 6 Cystic
“ ¢forearm3 O 3 tamour.
33 [} 33

Thus it will be seen that there had been in
these wards during four and a balf years a death-
rate after all operations (exciuding harnia) of bat
three per cent., and that of the thirty-three cases
of amputation, including fourteen of the thigh
and fourteen of the leg, all have recovered. The
twenty-ei ght cases of compound fracture havelike-
wise all recovered ; and this explains the absence
of cases of primary amputation in the Hst. It
may be doubted whether the results of anysurgeon
in private practice ever exceeded thie; and hence
wome lectures which Br. Callender is now pub-
lishing in the journsl of the association (British
Medical Journal), explaining ail the details of
his treatment, are attracting grest attention.
They, however, contain little that iz new in
principle,—indeed, they do not profess to do po,
—but they are highly interesting, as showing
how important is the attention to small things,
snd how greatly results are influenced by the
most conscientious devotion to ‘details. Rest,
isolation, scrupulous eleanliness, antisoptic appli-
cations (without the exclusion of air), and a
minute and intelligent supecvision of everything
which can avoid septic poisoning of the wound
and improve the thient's condition,—theso are
the secrets of Mr. Callender’s success.' I should
say that Mr. Callender iz a man remarkable for
scrupulous exactness in word and act, he is as
conscientious in what he says as in what he does ;
and, besides the fact that all his cases are con-
trolled by public record in the bookn and papers

of the hospital, there is 00 one bere who hesitates



THE CANADIAN MEDICAL TIMES.

189

10 accord the most implicit reliance to his state-
ments, as being sure to be entirely fres from
every conscious exaggeration, and certainly from
every kind of statistical juggle. The whole gues-
tion of hospital mortality is iikely, therefors, now
to bo transferred from the region of paper statis-
tics, in which it bas rested for a long time, to its
proper ficld, that of actual clinical experiment in
the wards of great hospitals. I shall have again
to return to this subject (which I do not doubt
that you will agree with me in thinking of deep
interest) ; for Professor Erichsen and Dr. Lauch-
lan Aitken (who assisted the late 8ir James Y.
Simpson in preparing his statistics) are likely to
take the field again shortly on his side of the
question, while the series of lectures which Mr.
Callender has now commenced will give s minute
review of his methods and results, and of those
of his colleague at the bospital, Mr. Morrant
Baker, which have been hardly less interesting
and successful.—[London letter in Philadelphia
Medical Times.

MEDLEVAL MEDICINE
A recent writer in Zh¢ Belgravia, in an article
‘on toadas, says, “ Any book of folk-lore will show
how much the medicine of the medimval pexiod
dealt with all kinds of reptiles and other such
‘uncanny animals’ a8 hedge-hogs, bats, owls, and
other weird and darkness-loving things
Serpents, we know, were sacred to sculapius,
not on account of their supposed wisdom or sub-
tlety, but by reason or their ycarly renovation in
a change of skin ; and it would secm, that all the
reptiles of the lizard and frog classes, which in-
herit some share of the enmity sown in Eden be-
. tween the seed of the woman and the sced of the
gerpent, inherit also some part ot this affinity be-
tween spakes and the practise of medicinea I
find that the bomeopathists of the present day
retain st least ocne drug obtained from snakehood,
—*lachesis,’-—which is said to bo the poison of
the lance-hended viper, though it may perhaps be
doubted whether their chemists have reslly sup-
plied their vials from the poison-bagof that inter-
esting reptile. They also use the sepis of the
cuttle-fish ; and I have often been struck by.the
appropriateness of sepia a8 a modical emblem. X
observe that doctors, when hard pressed in argu-
ment, always escape in a flood of hard words, like
the cuttle-fish, protected and conccaled by the

blinding inky trail it leaves behind it.”

. MEDICAL PHILOSOPHY.

“X wus dogmatic at tweoty, an observer at
thirty, an empiric st forty, and now st fifty I no
longer bave any system.” So said Bordeau ; and
ho is quito right ; sooner or later in science, as
in lifo, we mirive at that wisdom which almost
rescmbles the effect of disenchantment. But it
is not given to all to reach in practice this high
point of medical philosophy. .An acute souse,
much knowledge, a superior reason, and a rare
talent of distinguishing truth from fiction, and
from mere probability, are necessary to cnablous
to form o just appreciation of theories and prin-

_ciples, and of their application to practice. Who-
ever Las not aoquired these qualities is condemn-

" | breach of professional rule.

'm

ed like the crowd, [to follow the standard of
another, and to fall into, either an irrationsl scep-
ticism, or an empirical routine, which is too often
diguified with the appellation of experience.
—Gazette Medicale.

A PHYSICIAN'S ERROR.

A well-known physician of 8t. Thomas’s Hos-
pital, greatly to the surprise of his professional
brethren, lately undeitook to edit a column, en-
titled * Our Medical Column,” in & weekly paper
called “The English Mechanic.” This is entirely
contrary to obvious rules of professional ethica.
He defended himself vigorously and defiantiy
when called to account by the medieal papers,
and alleged—no doubt truly—purely philanthro-
pical motives But, whatever the motive, the
course was obviously wrong; and, after 1. very
brief struggle, he has succumbed, not withdut
some loss of consideration among his professional
brethren here, who do not easily pardon such a
The struggle was so
brief that the College of Physicitns and the staff
of his hospital have been telieved from the neces-
sity of interfering.—Zondon Cor. of the Phila.
Med. Times.

OBSTETRICS.

AN ABSCESS IN THE PLACENTA.
By Grrarp D. O'FarreL, M.D.

A ghort time ago I was called to see Mrxs R.,
aged 20, primipara. She informed me that she
was in labour, and, as far as she could judge
about her full time. Looking at the woman as
she lay.in bed, I feared that her fond anticipa-
tiona were not only destined to be disappointed,
but that she was far advanced with some malig-
nant disease. A per vaginam examination, how-
ever, showed thatshe was correct.  The abdomen
was perféctly flas; the face, neck, and bresst, as
visible, were of that green hue seen in well-
marked cases of cancer; her eyes were brilliant ;
emaciation was oxtreme, and she complained that
hands and feot were burning.

On inquiring into the history of the case, I
learncd that, when about 8ix months gone, & boy
about fourteen years of age playfully struck ber
& sovere blow or the abdomen. From that time
she ceased to grow larger, and the movements of
the child ceased also.

On making an examination, I found the os
uteri sufficiently dilated to admit two fingers, the
edges, thin, hot, and wiry. Introducing the
fingers into the womb, I could feel the bones of
tte skull denunded of the scalp, and on withdiaw-
ing my hand it was covered with a thin, dark-
colored, and excecdingly offensive discharge.
After several hours I succeded in dilating the
womb sufficiently to allow the head to pass, but
was obliged to make a cone of my band so as to
shield the soft parts from injury. The placenta
was delivered shortly after. It was hard, dark,

ular and very heavy, aud in tho body of it
found an abscess containing about twelve fluid-

ounces of fotid pus. The womb did not seem in-,

clined to contract, nor was there much disposition
to hemorrhage. 1 washed out the vagina with a
gelution of eblorate of potasss in tepid flaxseed
mucilage, and put tho patieat at once on the free
use of lig. ferri iod. and quiniz. She made s
rapid recovery, and since enjoys excellent health.
~~Phil Med. Times. ‘

INFANTICIDE.

In the Laneet, Dr. W. Handsel Griffiths calls
attention to the fact that nsharp instrament, such
a3 a needle or bodkin, can be thrust up ander the
upper eyelid of an infant, made to pierce the
orbital plate of the fronial bone, enter the brain,
and cause death with no other symptom than a
convulsion, and not only leaving no external
mark whatever, but causing neither » fracture
of the bone nor the escape of a single drop of
blood. 1In experiments on animals Dr. Gritfiths
bas found the utmost difficulty in detecting, the
wound on making a post-portem examination}
and he suggests that in cases of sudden death of
‘ convulsions” it is the duty of the medical man
to make an autopsy as soon as possible, and in-
vestigate minately the state of the orbital walls,

ORANGEVILLE MEDICAL .
ASSOCIATION.

The medical men in Orangeville and surround-
ing country met a short time ago and ergamized
an association. The following officers were ap-
pointed :—Dr. Thos Henry, President; Dr.
Joa. Carbert, Vice-President; Dr. James Henry
Secretary-Treasurer. The following Tanirr oF

FEEs was adopted by the association :— .
. MEDICINE. | . ,
Day visits within a mile..... cdeeename $100
Each additional mile........ eveee e 0.-50
Night visits, from 9 pm. to 7am...,... 2 00
Each additional mile......... feele.. 075
Consultation (mileage extra).......... 2 00
Adviceatoffice........ Vereennn cereest 100
Stethoscopic examination of the cheet.... 1 00
Administretion of chloroform...... veee 200
Certificate of lucacy................ 4 00
Certificate of cause of death In cases of life
. IDBUFANCE.......cvevonsanaccnnns 4 00
Certificate as to state of health........ 2 00

For unusual detention in ordinary medical
or surgical casea after the first two

hours, perhour............ PN 0o 50
SurGERY. |

Adjusting fracture of thigh............$15 00
Adjusting fracture of leg.............. 10 00
Adjusting compound fracture of leg.... .. 15 00
Adjusting fracture of arm...... aeeeas 8 00
Adjusting fracture of clavicle..........- 8 00
Reduction of dislocation of uppar ex-

tremity. « voovvireananan teeneee. 500
Lower extremity.............. .- 10 00
Excision of larger joints.........c.... 50 00
Excision of smaller joints............ 20 00
Amputation of thigh.......... ‘“ees.. 25 00
Amputation of leg............ ceuess 20 00
Amputation at shoulder joint.......... 25 Q0
Amwmputation of arm.............. ..os. 15 00

Reduction of dislocation of the thigh.. .. 20 00

Reduction of dislocation of the knes.... 5 00
Reduction of bernis by taxis.......... 5 00
Excision of mammary gland..... The s -25 00
Removal of tonsils...........c.0 el 300
Removal of ordinary tumours.. ... venes . D OO
Removal of malignant tumours........ 10 00
Operation for club foot......... “ees.'20 00
Amputation of toes and fingers........ 5 00
Bleoding, plugging nares, snd opening ab-

o Ceedeeanns is.n 100
Introduotion of catheter...........eq. 3 00

OBSTETRICE. ..., .,

Ordinary cases within four miles........8$ & 00
Cases protracted beyond twelve hours, ex-

tra perhour.. ... ... ieent ooy, HBO
Each additional visit (mileage extra).... "1 00
Instrumental or complicated cases...... 10 00
Extricating placents........... cieetes ' 500
Uterine diseases requiring use of speculum .

for each introduction, mileage extra,. 3, ?.0
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THE ACTUAL CAUTERY IN THE
TREATMENT OF CHRONIC
CERVICAL METRITIS.

Dr. Getchell, of Jefferson Medical College, re-
fers (Philadelphia Medical Times, Sept. 13), to
the obstinate character of some cases of chronic
inflammation of the parenclyma of the neck of the
uterus, and the constitutionsl suffering by which
they are marked, especially lumbo-sacral back-
ache. He rocommends the actual cantery as the
most effective treatment. He says, ‘You do not
apply the powerful cautery to reduce the size of
the uterins neck by destruction of the tissue by
burning it away, but you apply it to set up a sub-
acute inflammation, under the influence of which
the induration and hypertrophy will subside, and
‘the uterins structure resume its healthy elasticity.

_The strong caustics most frequently used in these
cascs are the acid nitrste of mercury, potassa cum
calos, potassa caustica, and the actual cautery.
A the last is the only one I ever use, I will de-
scribe the manner in which I use it, without fur-
ther reference to the others. The ides of the
actual cautery is always alarmaing to the patient,
‘and may be said'to remind us of the medimval
tortures ; and if we wete obliged to use live coals,
bellows, and red-hot irons, I fear we should get
few women to submit to the treatment; but by
the use of these little sticks of charcoal, that I
"ghow you here, you are able to do away with all
‘that is alarming sbout the actual cautery, and to
apply it to the uterus without informing the pa-
tient what kind of an application you ere about
to make. These little sticks are made of nitrata
of potash, charcoa!, and pulverised acaciz, in the
following proportions— -

B. DPotass nitrat, gr.xx;
-+~ +Carbonis ligni, 3vij ; .
- Pulv. acaciw, 3j ;
* Aqumz, g. B M

This pasteis formed into sticks ; the mostcon-
venient size.I have found to be about iwo inches
long and sbout as large around as the little
finger ; the'ends of the sticks way be rounded to

", a point ; affer being allowed to dry they are ready
« for use. If you hold the end of one.of these
sticks in . the gesflame. for a inoment, you will
convert from half to threc-quarters of an inch of
live coul ; ‘this you can do in another room, there-
- by avoiding the display of combustion before the
- paticot.  When once the end of the stick is
thoroughly ignited you can put it down until you
are ready (0 use it, without any fear of its going
‘out, for it'wiil continue to burn until the stick is
.consumed, which will require for a stick two
inches long from fifteen minutes to half an hour.
The patient being placed in a proper position,
_ you introduce the speculum, whick must be made
of wood,"ivory; or block tin; and I have often
wsed the ordinary glass speculum, There is not
+ heat enongh from the caustic to do sny harm, if
a glass one is empleyod but the wooden one that
I Lere ehow you is the one I prefer. Havingin-
troduced the xpeculum and wiped the cervix dry,
« you take the caustic in the forcepe and spply it,
about four or five lines from the oz, to the Lp
that is most hypertrophied (for in scme of thess

cases one lip of the cervix will be three or.four
times the size of the other). Now, if yor make
slight pressure for a few seconds, you will destroy
the tissue over a space of about the size of a three-
cent piece and for abont two lines in depth
The pain is very slight, but little, if any, more
tkan that caused by the application of nitrate of
silver. On withdrawing the cautery I sponge the
parts with cold water. I then introduce a pled-
get of cotton saturated with glycerine, and direct
the patient to remain in bed for the next forty-
eight bours, and to keep her room, reclining on
the lounge for the greater part of the time, for
three days more. At the end of the first twenty-
four bours you may remove the pledget of cotton
by pulling on the thread, and then, inject the
vagina with cold water; this may be done every
day until the slough comes off, which is general-
ly-in from five to eight days. 1 then paint the
cervix every fourth day with the following—
B. DPotassii iodidi, 3ss;
Iodinii, Div;
Glyceringe, 3j.

The actual cautery may be applied with advan-
tage once every month, and the best time is from
five to ten"days after the cessation of the month-
ly discharge. “If you have the full co-operation
of the patient, you will be able to reduce the

most densly hypertrophied cervixin from three |

to five applicationa. In regard to danger from
the use of the actual cautery, of course it would
be very easy for a bangler to do barm with it,
and great cave should always be exercised in the
use of any caustic: go far, I have never had any
difficulty with it, and I bave been using it for
several years, and believe it to be more manage-
able and less likely {0 do harm than the potassa
fusa that is 50 often used in these cases. I wish
you to understand that I only recommend yon to
use the actual cautery in those cases in which the
pamnchym of the cervix is the seat of hypertro-
phy end induration intractable to agents of less
power.

SURGICAL CLINIQUE.

TUBERCULOSIS OF THE SPINE.

From a Clinical Lecture by Professor Groea, Jefferson
Medical College. Reported by John B. Roberta for

the Philadelphia Medical Times.

. This little child has angular curvature of the
spine from caries of the bodies of the vertebre,
as is shown by this projection in the middle of
the dorsal region. 'This affection, frequently cal-
led Pott's disease, is dependent upon deposita of
tuberculer matter in the areolar stracturo of the
vertobral bodics, and is in its nature essentially
like the tubcrculosis of the hip and other joints
that is found so frequently in children of the stru-
mous diathesis.

After deposition has occurred, softening and
disentegration take place, utterly destroying the
bodies of the vertebre, so that the weight of the
head and shonlders canses the spinal column to
bend forward, and the spinous processes, which
are pot affected by the dizease, to make a protu-
beranco upon the back. The smount of deform-
ity produced is governed by the number of verto-
bree involved, and when soversl of these are de-

stroyed the contour of the chest is very materiaily
changed, the ribs and sternum being forced to as-
sume a horizontal position.

The pus formed may be dischu'ged‘ in the
neighbourhood of the disease, or, by travelling
downward, form a lumbar or psoas abscess,

The affection occurs in children of & stramous

dinthesis, and usually before the age of ten;
though cases are oceasionally seen where the pa-
tient has attained adult years.
* The child first becomes weak and delicate, has
cold extremities and a tumid belly, aud is awak-
encd'during the night by spasmodic pains in the
chest and zbdomen resembling neuralgia.  Pain
wpon pressure is then noticed, and difficolty in
progression then occars, as shown by the peculiar
grit sssumoed by the little patient, who walks
with the body inclined forward, the head beat
backward, and the feet wildly separated and
scamely raised from the floor, to avoid concus-
sions of the spine.

As the disease advances, paralysis of the ex-

tremities may supervene from compression of the
spinal cord, caused by the angularity of the col-
umn of the scat of morbid action; and, as the
pressure is rst hrought. to hear upon the ante®
rior portion of the cord, the function of motien
is generally impaired before sensation.
The treatment of caries of the spine conmm
essentially in absolute rest in the recumbent pos-
ture, s0 that the vertebral column may be re-
lieved from sustaining the head and shouiders,
which tend to increase the deformity as long as
the diseafed bones are compelled tosupport them.
As soon, therefore, ag the .«ffoctiomn is recognized,
the child .should be confined in bed, upon a firm
level mattress, without any, or at most with a
very low, pillow, and sbould be kept there unhl
repair takes place This is accomplished by the
formation of osseous material aronnd the seat of
digease, bridging, as it were, the gap lcft by the
destruction of the bedics of the vertebrm, and af-
fording support ‘to the head and shoulders. Tn
this position the patient must remain, not a few
weeks or months, but until the cure is completed
by the occurrence offirm anchylosis.

As the disease is a manifestation of constita-
tional vice, such internal rermedies as will build
up the system must be employed: hence cod-
liver oil, quinine, and the ferruginous prepara-
tions should be administered, and the child given
the benefit of the best possiflo hygienic surround-
ings.

TREATMENT OF GLANDULAR
AFFECTIONS. .

Dr. F. Page Atkinson, (Edinburgh Medical
Journal,) afier alluding to the uncertainty which
prevails in the treatment of glandular affections,
asserts that, according to his own experience, and
speaking generally, acute glandular inflammation |
requires the administration internally of the effer-
vescing citrate of potash, 4nd the application local-
1y of & sedative, or the tincture of iodine.

As regards quinsy, be says he can predict with
certainty that any patient will be quite well and
able to resume bis duties on the fourth day, and °
thst he bas had e wingle case which went on to
suppuration, when the following plan of treatment
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was obscrved : bicarbonite of potash, 20 grains;
compound tincture of gusincum, 30 minims ; com-
pound trogacanth powder, G 5 § in ona eunco of
water; and 15 grains citric acid in half an ounce
of water. To bo taken in s state of effervescence
threo or four times daily. Twenty-five minims
of tho tincture of iodino in an cunce of waker to
bo used as a gargle three or four times daily;
throo or four glasses of port-wine in the twenty-
four hours, and as much boof-tea as tho patient
<an take. The throat should bo left uncovered,
and poultices, steam-inhalations, and tho use of
purgatives should be particularly avoided.

When suppuration has already commenced,
onder simply the iodino gargle, the port-wine and
and beef-tea, and omit all internal medicines,

n jnflammation of the breast, ho gives a simi-
lar effervescing mixture, containing nitre and
ammonia, and applies an ointment consisting of
three parts oxt. belladonnm and ono of unguent
jodinii. Tn orchitis, ho recommends a Totion of
£ftcen minims of laudanum and fiftcen minims of
tho tincture of belladonna to the ounco of water;
and in this discase, as well ss in bubo, parotitis,
cte,, ho employs tho citrats of potash mixture,
with slight variations.

J—————

AXEURISK 1N THE NAVY.

Tho official returns from tho British naval hos
pitals, recently published, show, as usual, a largo
number of cases of anecurism, Seven wero ad-
mitted during the year into Plymouth Hospital,

13 jnto Hslar, 4 into Chatham, snd 1 into
Houlbowline. Tho frequency of this discaso

among scamen of tho merchant service has also
bocn froquently noticod, and & spocial inquiry
into its exciting cause would be both useful and
interesting.

]

LIEDICAL NEWS.

1t is proposed to eroct & cholers hospital in Liverpool
at & cost of 3000 pounds.

Professor Rokitansky
retiring from his public
scssion.

A now scicatific journal in tho Portuguese languago
has just appeaved, andor tho titlo of Revista de Portua-
gal ¢ Brasil.

The consumption of horscfl I is rapidly i gin
Vicuna, Inthe quarter onding Octobor 1st, 608 harse
wore slaughtored and converted into food.

Small-pox provails in Montreal, Toronto, Napanec,
and other places in Canada. 1t is also reported a3 pre-
vailing in many of the westorn cities of the United
Statos.

Dr. E. H. Bennet has bss been appointed Professor of
Burgery in tho University of Dublin, in tho place of the
Jste Dr. Robert Smith, Dr. Bennet is surgoon {0 8ir
Patrick Dun's Hoopital

The late customors of the Dairy
have presoated Dr. Muarchison with
which they express their admiration
vigorous procoedings in tracing the origin of the 1ate
spidemio of typhoid fover to its

has expressod the intention of
dutica at thoend of tho present

Reform Company
ad t, in

true cause, by which
tho progress of the fover was arrostod.

The following coroners have becn appointed in On-
axio s—William Welland Dicksan, of the towa of Pem-
.D., to be an Assosiste Coroner within
of Renfrew, Duncan Jamos Pollosk,
Agincourt, Esg., M.D., to be zn Asse-
and for the County of Yorks

.

Dr. Henry Kennedy has boon appointod Vice-Prosi-
deat of tho King and Quecn's Coéllego of Pbyuicians,
Ireland.

The Dublin Fioating Chlers Hospital je now ready
in the Liffoy for the reccption of patirata, The ship is
fifty-cight foct lorgby twenty-foven fect broad, and has
adepth of ton fectand s half.  The ward, which will
accommodate twenty paticnts, is sitaste in the oentre
of the ship. Tho sanitary sad veatilating t
aro considered axcellent,

PROSPLOTUS.
THE CANADIAN

MEDICAL TIMES.

A NEW WEEKLY:JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE.

SURoERY, OBSTETRIC, LRERAIXUTI Axp Tix Cot~
LATREAL SCIRNeE, Mrotoan Pormitty ETilion,
Nxws, AXD CORRESTONDKNCE.,

Sovon persons have died, and five others remain in &
precarions condition, in Montreal, poisoned by ocolchi-
cam. It appuara that a man Flaherty, socing s slcigh
stzading on tho atrect without & driver, stolo a bostle’
of what ho supposed to bo sherry therefrom, but which
proved o bo wina of colchicum. " This he shared with
tho inmates of the tencment in which ho lived and some
ncighbours, with the fatal results mentionsd

The National Hospital for:Consnrption, Veatnts,

Tas just reccived bwo gifta of 1400 pounds each from
Mesars. Samucl and John Coartaald, of Braintres, Es-
sox, for the conatruction of accommodation for twelve
patients. The hospital ia now rapidly spproaching com.
pletion, thare being but one block nccessary o finish
tho design of the institution, which will consist of six-
tocn somi-dotached houscs, suflicicdt to accommodato
over one hundred paticnts, each inmate having a scpa-
sato bodroom. Tha chapel for the uso of tho inmates is
far advanced, and will shorely be opened by the Bishop
of Winchester,

Tho appointmenta smong tho modical attendants of
royalty made in consequence of Sir, Heary Holland’s
death, aro omincntly satislactory. In the Prosident of
tho Collcgo of Physicians, the Quocn will have an ad-
viser who, should hia scrvices unfortunately be required
will bring toa consultation the long expericaco of & suc-
cessfal practitionsr, the bearing of a polished geatlo-
1man, and a profeasional position requiring no artificial
sids for its maintenaace. Dr. Burrows succeeds to &
baronet's position ; we trust ho may also shortly enjoy
tho honour of tho red hand. Dr. Sioveking has been s
member of tho Princo of Wales's houschold for the last
ten years, and his appointment as Physican Extraordi-

The Undorsignod being about to enter on the publi-
cation of a neW Medical Journal i Canads, oatnestly
solicits the co-operation and snpport of the profossion in
his uadertaking. . . .

Tho want of a more frequent moxas of communication;
bebweon the members orfv&xin woll.oducated and literary
body Mas been long fclb; sinco monthly publicstione
such aa alono have been hitherle attemplod in thia
conntry,.do not at times fully scrve the roquircmenta of
tho controversics and pitocs of corteapondanée which
spring up. It 1ly-duminish a_jntercsh of a
carzespondenco fo have fo wait a month for a reply and
anothor month for » rojoindor ; sad itis in cdnaoquenos
of this drawback, no doubt, that many.impartanh or ina
teresting points aro mot more fully debatod in the
monthly medical journala, ' o
Trr UASADIAR' Mxpican Tiuvs, "appoating woek):
will servoas s vehicle for- wrrupondg:co onill ‘Foin{'q
of purrly, professional interest. It is also intcoded fo
farnish domeatio and foreign modical dowa ¢ the domod-
tic intelligenco having reforence moro.parti larly to tha
proccedings of city apd county Medical Sociotics, Col.
Iego and  University pasalists, public aud professional
?pr.ointmcnu,_tbo,ontbmk sad spresd of cpidemics, the
ictroduciion of sanitary improvements, cto, Many in-
teresting itoms of this natare, it is hoped, Will be con
tribated by gentlemen in their rospactive localitios. .
If the intcrest of a corresp can bo |
and its freshncas prescrved by » woekly publication, i$,
y notices ine
ara contine

1 S bal

sooner & modical practitioner hears of an improvusient
the sooner ho can put it in practice, and thoe sooner will
o-benefit. 1n thisYsanner, tho valuo

i modical
journal may sometimes prove i Modical
papers and clinical locturcs, 1n abstract form or in ax-
tenso, will regularly appear and comstitute a consider-
ablo porti fn of tho new journal. In this way it is in-

nary to the Queen will givo tisfaction to his nu

friends.—{Lancet.
The London papers

caso by Mr- Partridge

give roports of the hearing of &
at the Sonthwark Police-court,
in which M, Arthur Farr was accused of unlawfully
using tho titlo of s'surgeon.” In snother he

X ded to furnish u:.:o cream baa?i{)c mu’ximldliwn‘i.nm_in all
epartmeats, so that a su r may dcpond upon its
Wu including almost every notico of pmﬁc}l"v‘;}nc
contained in other jou!

Original srticles on modical subjecta will appear in its
Enges. The growth of modical literaturo in Canada of
bow years encourages the hopo that this department will

appl

was chargod with unlawfally using tho titlo of **Doo-
tor.” Tho ovidenco went to show that thero was a do-
cided animus on tho part of tho complainants. Mr.
Farr's qualifications aro LEP.S., LS.A, Lond., and
L.R.P., Edinburgh, The judgs thought the prosecu-
tion had failed, and said that medical gontlemen had do-
poscd that it was customary for men holding the quali:
fications posscssod by Mr. Farr to use the titles ho bad
used. Morcover, ho denounced in strong terms the
vindictivencss of the prosccution. He thereforo dus-
missod the case with costs, 4o the amount of fire gui-
neas.

Dr. Mapother, in a recent sketch of the lives of Trish
sUrgeons says, of Macartnoy : ‘He tells us that ho had
paid tho expenses of b2 tion of some p who
Jiad killed a Resurrectionist, and that many armed stu-
denta used to go to tho graveyards. At the same time,
Sir A. Coopershowod that the body of thohighestin the
land could bo had—tho prohibiticn only raiaing price.

piously supphed Noﬁwo(muhpvoboonkind‘-
1y promi and an invitation to contributo is hereby
oxtended to others who may have pn[;cu for publications
If tho profession would tho cstablishment ol
» worthuly 7o tative medical journalism in Canads;
its members should focl that upon themselves rests the
onus of aiding in tho growth of & natiopal professional
literature. B
In order to gain a wide-spread circulation for the now
journal, iho publisher has ‘dotermined on making it as
cheap as possible. It will ap; in tho form of & quario
pewzpaper of twenty-four wide columns, containibg &
quantity of reading watter, and bo issuod weekly
:g the lowieg] of avo ?olhm per nnxtm?‘;m For
capncss yond anything as yot & ptod
ina gnodlml jor in Canada. .
1t will be thé aim of the oditor to make it.at.onco an
intoresting, practical, and nacfal jo i 8
to the Canadian practitioner. It will

the dis of any P 1 matter, ‘whe
medical politics, ethics, or of questions in pumactice.
As a medium for ad cnts the Mxoicar Tnaz

Such evidence, and the disclosure of horzid
and **Burking” rocured the Act which has so greatly
aided ical scienco, and the % saving
of life. The following is an extiact from the disry
of & Resurrectionist, givea in 8ir A. Cooper’s life :—
#1812, Nov. 11, Saturday.—At 4 am., gob ©p and
went to the Hoopital Crib; got 2 adults; met ab
Barthm. ; packed vp 2 for the country; sold 1 at St
Thomas's; at home all night. 12thy, Sumday.—A$ bome
At 11 P mst, and the whole,party weit ¥
small  Afterwards weab
to the Green. Got 2lerge snd 1 small (thad in, & well-
grown child), Teok them to Barthm. .

L
s the 1 advantage of giving spcedy pob-

;t':gly'fo sonouncements. . _'x'ht:g:dve%aina will iomm-
strictod to what may legitimately appesr 12 & modical
journal. . t St

Terms for Advertisi g—Eight cents per lino for first
insertion ; 4 cents per line for every subsoquent ineer-
tion. sal rates-will be givmouapph'n&nﬁr
monthly and yearly advertiseraenta,

Terms for Subscription—Two Dollars] pec annu, e
One Dollag for six months.

Address 1l orders $0.the Publiaber,
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RABY BALANCES,
It has hecome the fashion in Franes (periedi-
cally) to weigh bahica. Tn'an fficial report to the

Academy of Science on the Universal Exhibition
of Vienna, M. Lovasceur specially ealls attention
t the cradio of Dir. Goussin, which in 8o arrang-
ed an to indiesto tho weight of the body. The
chief dirnctor of the Paris Hespitals, M. Husson,
gove details of other *balance cradles’ used in
the hospitals of Paris, with the view of indicat-
ing the successive change in the weight of the
bahy. This instrument was very convenient,
sod furnished important indications to the ‘ad-
ministrative surveillances.! Every two or three
wecks the weight of the nurse-child furnished in-
dieations for its treatment which, he considered,
were nat to be disdained. Baby balances and ad-
ministrative surveillance go, perhaps, very well
together; but there is something irresistably and
sadly comic in the notion of an ? administrative
officer ! surveying the indications farnished by
the register of the results of the baby balance,
and every two or threo weeks thercupon (sfter
a due amount of endorsing, docketing, and official
mounting) oxdering thereupon o change of treat-
ment for the nurslings. "Wo bave an invineible
belief that a mother’s eye is worth all the weigh-
ing cradles ever invented. DBesides, it scems
baby must be stripped ; which, in cold weather,
M. Husson gravely informed the Academy, is
¢ not without inconveniences

MEDICAL ENVY.

What is the cause of the bitternesa of one phy-
sician agninst another? Why does he blamo him
in overy thing, and on every cccasion? The truth
is, ho hns been ocenpied with the eame subject
and has beon less successful. Do you not sce
the caterpillar sbusing the work of the silk-
worm 7 and ye! the caterpillar can spin also.
Oh, my friends, guard agninst medical envy: it
is & caso of cancerous pathology, which eats ita
‘way decper and deeper, until the whole system is
contaminated.-—Gazette Bledicale.

THE CZARINA'S PHYSICIANS.

In a very interesting article in the Rerue des
Deazx Mondes, on the Czarinas of Moscow, at the
date of the Rennaissance, there is reconnted a curi-
ous trait of medical manners. Physicians were
treated then with the most singular precantions,
They were only introduced, at the last extremity,
into the chamber of the czarina or czarevna, after

" the curtains had been closed. They were not
permiitted to fecl the pulse of the patient till after
the wrist had been covered with light muslin, to
preserve the epidermis from all profane contact
The history of physicians in Old Russia wasa
curious one. It was thought that the diciples of
Hippocrates could do what they wished; if they
did not cure, it was set down to pure malice and
evil doinz. TUnder Ivan the Great, a Venetian
was execated publicly, beeanse & czarevitch died
in spite of his care.” A German who had allow-
ed a Tartar prince to die, was treated as a mur-
derer, and handed over to the relatives of the
deceased, who cub his throat by way of reprieal.

OYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUR-
E, _gEONB, Kingsten, in affiliation with Qaeen’s Uni.
crzity.

TwestiETn Sesston, 1873-74.

The School of Medicine at Kingston heing incorporat.
ed with independent powers and privileges onder the
designation of “Tho Joyal Celleps of Physicians and
Sargenns, Kingston,” will commence its Twenticth Ses.
sion in the College Building, Princcss street, on the finst
Wedneeday in October, 1673,

TEACHING STAFF.

JOBN R. DICKSON, ,D., M.R.C.F.L, M.R.C.8.E,
and F.R.C.8, Fdin.; PRESIDENT,, Profcssor of
Clinieal fargery.

FIFE FOWLER, M.D,, L.R.C.8,, Edin.,, REGISTRAR,
Profersor of Materia Medica.

HORATIO YATES, M,D., Professor of tho Principles
and Practica of Mcdicine, and Lecturer on Clinical

Medirine, .

MICHAFL LAVFLY, M.D., Profeesor of Obstetrics
anid Discascs of Woemen and Children.

MICHAFL SULLIVAN, M.D., Professor of Surgery
anfl Rargieal Anatomy. :

OCTAVIUS YATES, M.D., Profeasor of the Institutes
of Medicine and Sanitary Science.

JAMER NEISH, M.D,, Professor of Descriptive aad
Regional Anatomy, -

THOMAS R, DUTTIS, M.D., Professor of Botany.

NATHAN F. DUPUIR, M.A., F.B.8&,, Edin., {Profcs.

sor of Chemistry snd Natural History, Queen's
g}r‘uvc_ut:ty), Professor of Chemistry and Practical
LTNI8 >
ALFRED S?OLWER. M.D., Profcssor of Mecdical
Jurirprudence.
HERBERT J, SAUNDERS, M,D., M.R.C.S.E,, De.
monstrator of Anatomy.

. Tho College is nffiliated to Queen’s University, where.
in tho degreo of 31.D. may bo oblained by its studenta,
,Certificates of attendanco at this Collego are recog.
nized by the Royal Colleges of Surgeans of London and
Edinbargh ; and cither the degreo of M.D. or the Li
censo of the Collego entitles the holder thereof to all the
privileges in Great Britain that are confe upon the
graduates and students of any other Colonial College.
The new premiscs of the Colicge are commodious and
convenient.  Uncqualled facilitics are prescated for the
study of Practical Anatemy, and grea admn%gu fov
Clinieal instruction are afforded at the General Hospital
and Hotel Dicu,
Full information as to subjccts of study, fces, &c.,
may bo obtained on applicatien to
Dr FOWLER, Registrar, Kingston.

H. SKINNER, M,D.
HOLESALE DRUGGIST,
Princess Strect, KINGSTON.
PHYSICTANS' ORDFRS for Lings and Instruments
solicited, Qnly Pura and Qfficinal Medicines sent out ;
and prices guaranteed satisfactory.

HLORODY NE.—Dr J. COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHILORODYNE. The original and only genuine,
Turortaxt CavTION. The published statement that
Chlorodyne, having obtained such universal celebrity,
can now scarcely be considered a specialty, is calenlated
to mislead the publie. : .

J. T. Davesront therefore begs to state that Chioro-
dyne has bafiled all attempts at analysis, the published
formulre differing widely ; hence the statement that the
composition of Chlorodyne is known is contrary to fact.

The universal celebrity of Chloredyne is the greater
reason that the public shonld be supplied with the gen-
uine, ]rmt a justification for the sale .. a spurious com-

nndd,

Im‘]’he word “Chlorodyne” is a fanciful name applied by
Dr J. Collis Prowne to his discovery, and the formula
confided to J, Davenport only. N

The following is an extract from the decision of the
Vice Chancellor in the late Chlorodyne Chancery suit,
Erowne and Davenpert v, Freeman :=—Vice Chaneellor
Sir IV, P. Wond stated that DrJ. Collis Browne was
undouhbtedly the inventor of Chlorodyne, that the state-
ments of the defendant Freeman were deliberately nn-
true, and he regretted to say they bad bheen swomn to.
Eminent Hospital Phyzicians of London stated that Dr
Collis Browne was the discoverer of Cbloradyne, that
they preseribe it Jargely, and mean no other than Dr
Browne’r.—See the Times, July 13, 1864,

Sole Manufacturer, J. T. Davenport, 33, Great Russel
street, Bleomahury square, Landon.

NOTES ON ASTHMA ; its Forms and Treatment.
By Jonx C. Trorowcoop, M.D., Lond., Pbysi-

I E-ico 48 Gd.

cian to the Hospital for Disencs of the Chest, Victoria
Tarl. SecandScEdiiim];or;::isul a{;d gﬂnrge%igo;m Sgg

nt by ¢ by Heary ptén,.
igh Holborn, London. pos

IERIG COMPANY EXTRACT OF MEAT. X— -
sterdam Exhibition, 1869, tho Grand Dip]nmanoll
Honenr, being the first priza and enperior ta the old

medal.  Pars Exhihition, 1847, Two Gald Medals s
Havro Exposition, 1853, the Gald Medal.:. Only sort
wamnbgﬂof:rrcct and écnuino g

by Baron Lichi in-
ventor. A surcess and a bom.'x Medical I’g’wi o::.-f-l
Circalar.  Ome pint of delicicus becf tea for & cents,
which costs 25 centa if made from fresh meat,. Cheap-
est and finest flaveured stock for sonps, &e.
CavuTioN. Require Baron LiEpia’s signature upon
every jar. Sold by all Drugaist's and all Whelealo
Housra, and of LIEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT
COMPANY (Limitcd), 43 Mark Lane, EC., London, .
, Norree, Various chemical anal have been pub.
lished. purporting to show a fraction mere of mojsture
t0 cxist in tho Company’s Extract than in some imitas
tion sarts. It i extremely casy to evaporate the water
almeat to any oxtent, butitis quile a8 tortain that the
finc mealy flavour which distingnishes the Coropany's
Extract frem all others would be destrayed if tho con-
certiration of the Extract were carried beyond a cortain
degree. Beef tea made from Lichig Company's Extract
with boiling bot water, will be found to be greatly su-
perior in flavour, strength, and clearncss to any other
sort. This explains the univeraal prefercnce it obtaing
in tho market. This Extract is supplied to the British,
French, Pruesisn, Russian, and other Governments,

C HLORALUM, .
Liquid and Powder,

The odourless and non-poisonous Disinfectant and
Antiscptic.  For tho provention of discase, disinfecting
sick rooms, and removingfoul odours ; invaluable when
used in badly smelling closcts, urinals, &c. Also in
povider, which will be found invaluablo as a substituts
for other disinfecting powders which givo off strong
odours.  Sold by all Chemists.  Tho Chloralum Com-
pany, 1 and 2, Great Winchester street Buildings, Lon-
don, E.C.

HARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS, prepared by

Mezars ARIMAULT and Co., tativo Chemists,

8, Ruo Vivienne, Paris, and for sale by F. Ncwbcrry &

Sons, 37, Newgnle strect, London, Am{ by all Druggists
and Wholesale Houscs in the United States,

Thess producis are with tho greatest care,
wnder the dircet supervision of Dr Lrcoxtr, Professor
of the Facully of Medicine, Pharmacist of tho first class
t the Hespitals of
Cuurse of Physiology
Iege of France, cte

G RIMAULT'S GUARANA, a vegetablo product ob-
" tained from Brazl, infallible in cases of i

Paris, and ex-Preparator: of the
of CLAUDE BrrrARD at }ho Col-

cmicranis
Headache, and Neuralgia. To theso propertics it joins
that of arresting diarthaa and dysentery, however so-
vere, Physicians are requested to ask for Guarana
bearing the secal of Grimault & Co., a0 a8 to avoid pre-
scribing crude Guarana, just as imy- ried from Bradl,
this Jatter kind being frequently sulstituted for Gri-
maulx's. Dose : one packet in a littlo sugared water,
and another packet haif an hour afterwards,

RIMAULT'S INDIAN CIGARETTES, prepared
{rom Rcfsig of Cannabis Indica. Azthma and m.g
complaints of the iratory organs are.prom, cu
or r{')licvcd by thcli?gmokcfy The ctﬁmcl; of lzln{ plant
has been proved by extensivo use in En, and Ger-
many, to the entire rejection of the cigarettes of bella-
donna, of stramonium, and of arsenious acid, and other
plants hitherto employed. :

ANUAL OF PRACTICAL THERAPEUTICS.

By Epwarp Joux Warmse, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Third Edition, feap. §vo, 123 6d. May bo ordered b,

post of Henry Kimpton, Medical Bookseller, 82 Hig
Holborn, Leudon,

qQU]RE'S COMPANION to the British PHARMA-
L) COP@EIA. Now ready, price 168 6d, the Fighth
Edition of Squire's Companion to the Pharmacopeia,
Contains the new medicines, Chloral, Chlorexide of
Iron, Subeutancons Injections and all practical informa-
tion up to tho preeent time. J. & A. Churchill, New
Burlington strect, London. M

]‘...’FANCY AND CHILDHGCOD. A Practicpl Treat-
. iso on the Discascs of Infancy and Childhood. =By
Trovas HAWKFS TANNEr, BLD. Demy §vo cloth,
rice 145, The Sccond Edition, revised and enlarged
y ALFRED MEADOWS, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.P., Physi-
cinn to the Hospital for Women, and Physician-Accou-
cheur to St. Mary’s Hospital.  The book will bo an -
admirsblo work of frequent reference to the busy prac-

titioner.”—Lancet. Henry Renshaw, 356, Strand.
3May be ordercd through any Cojonial Bookzcllexa.



