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PREFACE TO VOLUME XXI.

The Editorial management of the INDEPENDENT having been found to be
too great a tax upon the time and thought of any Pastor, us witnessed by
the frequent changes that have taken place in regard to it, the charge of it
has devolved upon the newly appointed Superintendent of Missions, as one
of the many duties of his composite office. As he did not enter fully upon
his new position until the beginning of September, the first two numbers of
this volume were issued under the charge of its former Editor, the Rev. S.
N. Jackson, M. D., to whom he feels that he owes his warmest acknowledg-
ment for so relieving him.

His frequent calls from home, during the week, as well as on the Sabbath,
in connection with his other duties, have rendered it very difficult for him to
do justice to the Magazine, and must be accepted as his apology for any
shortcomings in regard to its management, as well as for all errors, typo-
graphieal and otherwise, which have crept in through his having been com-
pelled to leave the final « revise” to other hands.

He has to thank many brethren for their contributions to its «.:lumns, and
for items of “News,” which have added so much to the general interest of
the Magazine, and hopes that for the year to come, their pens and those of
others equally able, will be more frequently employed for the common good.

J. W.
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THE UNION MEETING OF 1874,

The Union agsembled in the Northern Congregational Church, Toronto ; the
first session commencing on Wednesday evening, 10th ult., at half-past seven,
The meetings continued until the follewing Tuesday, when they adjourned at five
p-m., to meet in the City of Hamilton in 1875, on the Wednesday after the first
Sabbath in June.

THE ATTENDANCE

was large, there being 33 ministerial members, and 48 delegates representing 38
churches, There were also 11 honorary members, and a goodly number of visi-
tors, most of whom remained throughout the meetings.

The following is the roll as completed :—

Ministerial :—Revs. Messrs. Barker, J. Brown, R. Brown, Byrne, Chapman,
Claris, Win. Clarke, W. F. Clarke, Colwell, Cornish, Day, Denny, Dickson, Fen-
wick, Fraser, Gibbs, Gray, R. Hay, W. Hay, Hindley, Howell, Jackson, Ireland,
McCallum, Marling, Manchee, McGregor, M‘Intosh, Nighswander, Peacock,
Powis, Robingon, Salmon, Sanderson, Smith, Unsworth, Wheeler, Wood.

Delegated :—A. Christie, Belleville ; F. Hall, Brockville; E. Yeigh, Burford ;
J. Davies, Caledon ; H. Evans, Cobourg ; W. Eggleson, Cold Springs ; A. Clark,
Douglas ; J. Burgess, Edgeworth ; J. Matheson, Embro ; J. Moffat and G. 8.
Armstrong, Fergus; P. S. Martin, Garafraxa; Joseph and James Barber,
Georgetown 3 R. Nicol, Granby ; E. H. Arms and R. Thomson, Guelph ; H. G
Grist, . Hamilton ;3 J. M‘Ewan, Indian Iands; G. 8. Fenwick, Kingston; W,
Robertson, Lanark ; G. S. Climie and P. Campbell, Listowell ; R. Kettlewell and
J. Young, London; A. F, M‘Gregor, Manilla; P. Christie, Martintown; W.
Craig, Middleville ; H. R. Wales, Markham ; C. R. Black and C. H. Brooks,
Montreal (Zion) ; R. Bennett, Montreal (Eastern); P. Cavanagh, Oro; R. G.
Rudden, Ottawa ; S. A. Bedford, Paris; T. Brown, Sarnia; J. S. Armstrong,
Speedside; C. D. Mertens and W. Pagan, Stouffville ; J. Smith and J. D.
Nasmith, Toronto (Zion); J. Fraser and E. A. Childs, Toronto (Bond Street) ;
Geo. Hague and W. W, Copp, Toronto (Northern) ; H. Pedley, Vankleek Hill;
T. Laws, Warwick ; A. Rawlings, Forest.

Honorary :—Revs. Messrs. Wooding, Belleville ; C. Duff and R. K. Black, dele-
gates from Congregational Union of N.S. and N.B.; W. Williams, Sheffield,
N.B. ; C. H. Silcox, Meaford, Ont. ; Bulman, Markham ; Allworth, Bowmanville ;
Messrs. Wickett, Clifford ; R. M‘Kay, Kingston ; and 8. Locke, Vespra.

The Committees were as follow :—

Business Committee :—Revs. W. F. Clarke, B. W. Day, C. Chapman, Messrs.
G. 8. Fenwick, Jos. Barber, and R. J. Rodden.

Membership Committee :—Revs. K. M. Fenwick, J. Salmon, J. G. Sanderson,
Messrs. J. Matheson, C. R. Black, and R. Bennett.




2 THE UNION MEETING OF 1874

Nominations Cow mittee :—Revs. F. H. Muling, D. Macallum, R. Brown, D.
M‘Gregor, Messrs. L. H. Arms, and H. R. Wales.

Finance Committoe :— Messrs. James Fraser, A. S. Bedford, W. W, Copp, J.
Smith, and H. G. Grist.

THE ANNUAL ADDRESS

by the Retiring Chairman, Rev. E. Barker, was delivered on the first evening to
a large congregation.  The following is a bare outline :—
Though we had great reason for thankfulness that the Roll of the Union was

" unbroken by death, our natural feelings compelled us to note the decease of fow

wministerial brethren, who, if not in connection with us at the last, had either been
80 onee, or had been in full sympathy and in co-operation with us, and two of
whom had passed through our College ; viz. :—Rev. P. Shanks, J. Middleton, A.

 Burpee, and J. Porter.  Through grace our losses would be gain to us, by the

stimulating and purifying influences they were calculated to impart,
It was not easy to select a topic out of the many that present themselves, in
the busy hum of our day, suitable for the occasion. But we should, at all

- events, avoid that species of hypochondriacism which consisted in searching after
_sore spots in our denominational proceedings, and aggravating them until the

body became actually diseased. This would inevitably lead to suicide. We
* should rather learn to know our principles and value them, so that we would love

to work them out. There would then be health and growth. Toen much confi-

. dence was sometimes placed in statistics, and wrong inferences were often drawn
. from them in estimating our strength. Truth and purity are a better criterion

than numbers. The latter are sometimes a source of weakuess. Principles also
may spread and become infused into other bodies with greater rapidity than the
numerical growth of a body, just as the rains become absorbed into the earth and
thereby promote vegetation, 'The difterent evangelical bodies are all influencing
one another in this way, though we fancy, whether correctly or not, that we in-
fluence others more than they do us. We may borrow compactness and consoli-
dation from them without sacrificing independence and freedom ; but we impart

- to them a higher appreciation of pure communion, freedom from the trammels of

limited creeds, and greater independence to separate congregations. Pride or
prejudice should not prevent our being willing thus to give and take ; we would
be the losers by not doing so. All the denominations should therefore regard
themselves as trying to help, rather than to hinder, one another, as we should all
be engaged in the one warfare. This would be the first step towards effecting
Christian union, about which so many of our neighbours are now concerning
themselves. And this subject demands our most serious consideration. If we

© settle down contented with the present state of things in the Church in this

respect, we disregard our Saviour’s feelings and prayers. We should overcome

. the difticulties if possible. It was a current objection to organic union that such
_ was opposed to the analogy of nature-- diversity in unity. But it was just the

contrary. Our present divisions were caused by an unwillingness to tolerate
diversity in unity. Those of kindred tastes and opinions joined together, and
excluded others. Each denomination was now, in a measure, restricted of
necessity to its own peculiarities in teaching, worship, and literature. Hence, as
a natural consequence, ignerance and bigotry. Another objection was, that as
divisions had helped to purify the Church, they would still produce the same
effect, and organic union would lead to stagnation. But the same might be said
of afflictions, and even sin. In fact, it was not the division of true Christians
that had benefited the Church—this had weakened it—but it was the elimination
of the pure from the impure. It was said, too, that, while a united organization
was impossible, spiritual union was sufticient. But would a mere spiritual union,
amid such divisions as now exist in our cities and towns, have satisfied the
apostles in their day—say, for instance, in the Church at Jerusalemn or that at
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Ephesus? Are we not ashamed to let the heathen of Japan or Madagascar know
of our denominational distinetions ¢ Are we not sensible that they weaken our
position before onr enemies, just as a similar division in the primitive Church
would have been disastrous before its foes §  There may be love in disunion, but
that is not union.

No denominasion has taken the first step to union that has not made its own
platform a union one.  Uniting those that have sectarian platforms is strengthen-
ing sectarianism, rather than promoting true Christian union.  The first thing to
" be done is to seek the purity of the Church. There cannot be union without it.
Even our Saviour came to bring ‘“ not peace, but a sword,” between righteous-
ness and unrighteousness. *“ What agreement hath the temple of God with
idols 1" Then, with purity, there must be wutual toleration of religious tastes
and sentiments. We must gladly receive all to fellowship whom Christ receives,
and not jndge our brother. The Church is not ours, but Christ’s. This princi-
ple applies to both doctrine and practice. Calvinism, Arminianism, or any mode
* of baptism should be no obstacle to Christian fellowship, so lung as we do not
reckon it an objection to saving religion. The greatest difficulty to be over-
come would be in the matter of Church government. Yet how few compara-
tively of Church members think much of this! 7They often have more prejudice
in regard to the names than the systems. A change of view on the question of
baptism often leads to a wholesale exchange of the system of government. Increase
of piety in the Church of Christ would have an inconceivable influence in bringing
about unanimity in this respect. Love would banish all disposition to arbitrary
trule. Christians would all ‘* submit themselves one to another in the fear of

(fod.”  Our Saviour’s disciples strove with one another for the chief power, until,
- filled with His Spirit, they condescended to serve one another.  Freedom of con-
- science and independence of churches were the natural results of Christian love.

Hence the absolute necessity of living picty among us. No church system
" worked so poorly without it as ours; it was essential to the very existence of our
churches. In its absence despotisin of some kind must come in.  But, on the other
hand, no despotic rule can exist where the spirit of Christianity reigns. Let us
then be intent on having a'nong us, above all things, the religion of our Master.
Our piety should not be of a misty, indefinite nature, but clear and positive. OQur
faith, love, and assurance should be strong. We should be able to say, ¢ We
know that we have passed from death unto life ;” ¢ Now are we the sons of
God ;7 ¢ To me to live is Christ, and to dic is gain;” “This one aing 1 do.”
. Such a piety would be seen and felt. It woul® overcome all enemies in the form
of scepticism or indifference. It, and it alone, would enable us to distinguish
- aright between the joys of religion and those of the world. We would then no
+ longer ““ call evil good, and good evil ; put darkness for light, aud light for dark-
ness ; put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” Such piety, too, will lead us to

rather than allow us to be stumbling-blocks in their paths.

At the present time, especially is this spirit expected of us; God is abundantly
blessing other places—Scotland particularly; and He is waiting to bless us. He
is casting the sparks at our feet ; let us not extinguish them, but fan them te »
flame. ““ The Spirit is willing ;7 let us watch and pray, lest, through weakness
of the flesh, we enter into temptation. May these mectings be the beginning of
a blessed work among our churches !

THE DISCUSSION ON THE ADDRESS

occupied the most of two whole sessions. Tt commenced on a motion to adopt the
following recommendation of the Business Committee :—

¢ That the thanks of the Union be, and are hereby tendered to the ex-chairman,
the Rev. E. Barker, for his retiring address, in the geueral spirit of which it fully
concurs ; but, while conceding tl - right of frecly expressing cherished convictions

. live for others as well as for ourselves, and will enable us to practice self-denial -
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and peculiar views, it will be understood that this body is not committed

thereto.”
Rev. S. N. Jackson, M.D., said he thought it would be better, now that we

have dispensed with the annual sermon, that the Chairmen should take some -
vital theme as the subject of his address, which would be better adapted to such -

a general audience as we would have on the occasion of delivering it.

Professor Cornish thought that the logical outcome of the address would be
that other bodies would ask—* If these be your sentiments. why not come over
to us{”  He thought that it was intended we should have the present diversity of
Episcopacy, Presbyterianism, and Congregationalisin,  He did not think it was
ever intended to do away with these distinetions,

Rev. W. Hay thought it would look invidious to press such a resolution now, ‘

as though there was anything in the address differing more than usual from the
ordinary current of thought among us. The ex-Chairman could not express the
opinions of all the members of the Union, and he had no thought of trying to
do so.

Rev. J. Fraser thought it was throwing down our denominational fences too

freely. Our neighbours would be apt to take advantage of it, and commit depre-

dations on our property.
Rev. M. 8. Gray had become a Congregationalist simply for the sake of ob-

taining the liberty that had been described in the address. Human restrictions

must never be oppused to Divine laws.
Rev. J. Salmon, B.A., moved an amendment, that all the words of the resolu-

tion be dropped after the senteace giving thanks to the ex-Chairman ; and add, |

“that it be printed in the minutes of the Union.” He thought there was no

reason whatever for any disclaimer of the sentiments of the address on the part |
of the Union. There was no more reason for doing it now than on any former ;

oceasion,

Rev. R. Brown seconded the amendment. Should the resolution of the Com- ,
mittee be adopted, it would imply that there was something more objectionable

in this address than in ordinary utterances and papers brought into the Union;
and this was not the case.
Professor Cornish thought there was a difference between the Chairman’s ad-

dress and other papers. The former was, in a measure, ofticial and representative ;

the others were not.
Rev. C. Duff coincided with the mover of the amendmnent.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick said it was always understood that all could not agree in .
the ideas advanced by the Chairman; and yet the Chairman’s utterances should .
be regarded as more in harmony with the views of the members in general.

These discussions about union were not new. Sixteen hundred years ago, the
same breeze, as now, was passing over the Christian Church, and the same ideas
were advanced. True union must be based on Christian life within. As brethren,
we all want more union with Christ. Some of the unions now taking place were
but conglomerations—a pressing together of heterogeneous elements that would
not adhere. Only homogeneous elements of spiritual life, as in the natural
world, could combine. 1f we all get nearer to Christ, we shall get nearer to one
another.

Rev. E. C. W, McColl, M.A., congratulated the Union in making considerable
advancement since the annual meeting a few years ago in Hamilton.

Rev. F. H. Marling admitted that he had neither heard the address attentively,
nor had he read it since its appearance in the Globe; but he thought it might be

better to confine the motion simply to the giving of thanks to the retiring !

Chairman, in which we would all be willing to unite. He dreaded any tendency

to Plymouth Brethrenism, or any of those boasted unionisms which became the ’

narrowest forms of sectarianism. Everybody was in favour of union when it
simply consisted in drawing all other bodies to their own views,
Rev. R. Hay would prefer Mr. Marling’s plan. He had opportunity of observ-
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ing some of these organic unions in the States, where he had resided, and had

- found more disunion among the members of those amalgamated bodies than

existed between the different sections ¢ he Evangelical Church.
Rev. J. G. Sanderson thought there was an entire misapprehension as to the
sentiments of the address. His impression had been, while listening to the ad-

. dress, that, instead of letting down the bars of our denomination, the retiring

Chairman was putting them up. He was rather telling others, ** You must come
to us,” instead of giving them the opportunity of asking, “ Why not, then, aban-
don your denomination and come over to ours?” Inlaying down a basis for

. Christian union, our basis was the only unsectarian one, and all must become

Congregationalists.

Rev. H. Sanders thought it would be better to do in our Yewr Book what is
done in England, viz., put in the preface a general disclaimer againgt regarding
the utterances of any individual member as the sentiments of the whole body.

Rev. W. F. Clarke (Convener of the Business Committee) thought that, by the
publication of the address broadeast, a misconcephon would go abroad that these
were our denominational views entirely. He would like te see a diselaimer pub-
lished through the same medium as that in which the address had been published.

Rev. E. Barker was amused at the ditferent opinions expressed by the brethren
as to the sentiments of the address. It was evident enough, as one brother ad-
mitted, that they had neither heard nor read it carefully. [t was a pity that the
features in it that were considered objectionable by some were not quoted from
the address itself, if they could find them there. Then we could know what wo

- were about.

N

By motion of Rev. F. H. Marling, the recommendation of the Business Com-
mittee was re-committed to them for amendment.

On the second day after, the Committee reported the following recommendation
in place of the former one :—

“That this Union tenders to the Rev. E. Barker its cordial thanks for his ad-
dress from the chair ; and while considering the manifestation of Christian union
among all sincere followers of the Lord Jesus Christ an object to be desired and
striven for whenever occasion offers, would also record its stronyg conviction that
such a consummation should be songht in continuation with the maintenaace, in
separate church organizations, of the distinctive Scriptural principles on which
the Congregational polity is held to be based.”

Rev. C. Chapman, M.A., who presented the recommendation on behalf of the
Cummittee, explained that it was not intended as a disclaimer of responsibility for
the sentiments of the address, but rather an affirmation of our sentiments as a
body on the question of Christian union.

A long discussion ensued again, during which different amendments were sub-
mitted, and either withdvawn or voted down. Professor Cornish and Rev. H.
Sanders would prefer to have the latter part of the resolution dropped, and have
it close with the words, ‘¢ The maintenance of separate church organizations.”
Rev, F. H. Marling would substitute for this, ‘ The maintenance of Seriptural
principles ;” but this was objected to as a favowrite tenet of ° Brethrenism.”
Rev, W, F. Clarke moved, in amendment, the former repors of the Committee.
Rev. J. Salmon, B.A., wonld omit all after the expression of thanks to the Chainr-
man, and add, ‘“That it be printed in the minutes of the Union.” On a close
vote, the original motion for adopting the Committee’s second recommendation
was carried.

After the prayer-meeting on the morning after the delivery of the Chairman’s

. address, and some routine business, the Union Committee nominated as

THE CHAIRMAN

¢ for next year, the Rev. Joseph Unsworth, of Georgetown. The nomination was
{, accepted by vote and acclamation. The new Chairman was conducted to his seat,

and addressed the Union briefly, returning thanks for the honour conferred on
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tary, and Mr. Hugh Pedley, Assistant. The

UNION COMMITTEE’S REPORT

recommended the formation of a Congregational Building Scciety, to assist in
putting up churches in our mission stations ; stated that three graduates of our
College had settled over churches during the year—Revs. John Allworth, E. D.
Silcox, and Joseph Griffith ; that Revs. R. Hay and E. C. W. McColl, M. A., had
also recommenced labour among us ; that Revs. H. Sanders, E. Ireland, and R.
Bulman had come from England to our assistance ; also that Revs. D. Macallum,
J. Salmon, B.A., J. I. Hindley, M.A., and J. Howell had changed their fields.

had left the bounds of our Union. The letter which the Committee had been in-

for religious liberty and free education, had been forwarded, and a warn response
No change was recommended in Standing Rule 12th, in refercnce to the travelling

substitute for Standing Rule No. 1, regulating the admission of members, viz. :—
‘ Applications for admission to the Union, whether by churches or ministers,

referred to a Standing Committee on membership. Churches so applying shall

bearing regular letters of dismissal from a kindred Congregational organization,

may be received at once on these grounds. Other ministers shall be required to
bring proof of (1) their membership in a Congregational Church ; (2) their ordi-
nation to the ministry ; (3) if they have come from any other denomination, their
good standing therein; and they shall satisfy the Membership Committee in
rclatio’r;. to their literary acquirements, and their doctrinal and ecclesiastical
views,

Reference was also made to the visits of a number of English ministers to us
during the past year, and to the rich spiritual blessing enjoyed by Scotland and
other places, accompanied by the desire that we may experience a similar
blessing here.

The Report, with the above and a few other particulars, was adopted at a
further stage of the Session.

Most of one morning’s session was devoted to the reading and discussion of a
paper, read by the Rev. W. F. Clarke, on

‘“ THE INTRODUCTION OF MINISTERS TO OUR BODY.”

He urged in strong language the necessity of literary culture as well as of piety,
and condemned the hasty admission to our pulpits and pastorates of parties who
might be ambitious to do good, but who were uncultivated and inexperienced.
Cowper severely berated bishops in his day for laying ordaining hands on ‘¢ skulls
that cannot teach and will not learn.” Young men from Britain should not expect
to receive recognition here at once where they are not known, and where every-
thing is new to them, when they failed in getting it at home under favourable
circumstances. The writer thought that our Missionary Society had done right
in requiring such to undergo three years’ study under their supervision before
receiving ordination.

Rev. C. Chapman, M. A., in moving a vote of thanks for the paper, commended
the views generally expressed. He spoke of the need of greater caution than is
! generally exercised in the ordination of pastors. When the choice of inviting

him. The Rev. D. D. Nighswander had before this been elected Minute Secre-

The Revs. George C. Needham, T. M. Reikie, R. Lewis, and Duncan McGregor :

received. A petition had been presented to the Ontario Legislature, accurding to .
order, praying for exemption of ecclesiastical persons and property from taxation. .

expenses of the members of the Union ; but a special appeal had been made to |
the churches for increased contributions. A new rule was recommended as a -

structed to send to the Union of England and Wales, sympathizing in thr strugyle .

'

shall be made in writing; and after having been read to the Union, shall be .
present the written recommendation of three members of the Union. Ministers .

and those who furnish evidence of having completed a course of study in the -
Congregational College of B. N. A., and having been ordained to the ministry, -
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‘ |
the parties who are to assist in the ordination services is left to the candidate and !
the church alone, it may be simply a * hole and corner” affair, and not command |
the confidence of the churches generally. The associated churches of the neigh- |
bourhood should have such matters entrusted tv them for counsel. He had suc- !
ceeded in some parts of England in getting those suggestions adopred with good !
effeet.  All applicants for ordination would not require the same examination ;
but some knowledge of the parties should be obtained by those able to judge of
the qualifications of a pastor before the solemn responsibility is undertaken of
laying hands on them.

Mr. Yeigh, of Burford, seconded the motion, and mentioned a case that illus-
trated the importance of some such check as that proposed.

Rev. F. H. Marling felt that something should be done in this matter. For
the Union to place stringent restrictions on the admission of members did not
meet the case. The churches had admitted them already. The question is—how
can we get the churches to be more cautious in this matter ?

Rev. W. Hay approved generally of the sentiments advanced in the paper. He
thought that our body should afford every facility necessary for young or old to
undergo suitable training, whether it be in the college or out of it.

Rev. R. Brown had learned experience by the past. Once, while supplying a
vacant church before his ordination, he thought it a great privation that he could
not solemnize marriage, and perform other duties required of a pastor. There was
a difficulty here that churches felt. But he now saw the necessity of patience be-
fore receiving ordination.

Rev. J. Salmon, B.A., thought we should lay special stress on trying to ascer-
tain the call of God to the work. Education was valuable ; but it, of itself, did
not constitute a call, and nothing could be suflicient if this were lacking.

Rev. S. N. Jackson, M.D., sud that we might not all agree as to what consti-
tuted a divine call. e all recognize the necessity of it, but we also had to do
our part in directing and fitting those who had received the heavenly call.

Rev. Professor Cornish expressed his thankfulness for such a paper as had been
read, and for remarks that had fallen from some of the speakers. He knew a case
in the Maritime Provinces where a most unworthy person had received ordination
from a single minister. He thought the time had come when the Union should
de]liyer itself on this point, and address a circular to the churches touching the
subject.

Rev. J. Wood liked the paper in many respects, though he thought the writer
had exaggerated some of the evils of our practice in the past. He knew very
few, if any cases where such damage had been done as brethren were describing.
Churches and ministers had not been so hasty as represented, aud they had
generally paid great deference to the opinions of their brethren.

A paper was also read by the Rev. J. Wood, on

THE SCRIPTGRAL TERMS OF ADMISSION TO BAPTISM.

It was observed that both Baptists and Pedo-Baptists were agreed on the
general principle of believers’ baptism. The difference lies in the two questions—
** What constitutes baptism 1 and ‘“ Who are the proper subjects of it 2’ Bap-
tism was both a symbol and a seal. It symbolised our ruin by Adam, and our
restoration by the blood of Christ, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. As a
symbol, it is specially important and salutary in its application to infants ; if we
confine baptism to adults, we ignore the symbolic representation of the loss and
the regeneration of infants. The argnment for infant baptism is based to a great
extent on the Abrahamic covenant.  The covenant, however, was not of Abraham
“but of the fathers.” It was mentioned to Noah ‘ Behold, I establish my
covenant with you, and your seed after you "—where God says ‘“ my covenant,”
not ““« covenant,” as though it was something new or peculiar; it was merely
“confirmed” in Abraham (Gal. iii., 15), and made more specific.  The only
change now is the substitution of baptism for circumcision as rore in harmony

wITc o
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with the christian dispensation. The early records of the christian church har-
monize with the Bible as to the practice of infant baptism. When heads of
families were baptised, their households were baptised with them. The Jews
never complained on becoming proselytes that their children were excluded from
the sign of the new covenant. Anti-pedo baptists had no support from history
for their objections to infant baptism until in the time of the Waldenses. There
are two distinct schools among the Pedo-Baptists with regard to infant subjects,
some taking the broad view set forth by Halley, that baptism should be adminis-
tered to all to whom the commission of teaching comes—‘ Go ye and teach all
nations, baptising them,” &c. Others would limit the application of it to the
children of believers only. Dr. Wardlaw, and our own lamented tutor, Dr. Lillie,
represent this school. Halley says, ‘“to teach a Hindoo and baptise an infant
were equal commands, and we cannot limit the commission in the latter case
more than in the former.” Our Saviour’s teaching is, however, a better argu-
ment : ‘‘ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such
is the kingdom of God.” Put in the form of a syllogism the argument would be :
‘¢ all who belong to the kingdom of God are preper subjects of baptism . children |
belong to the kingdora of God ; therefore children are proper subjects of baptism.” :
With his change of view on this point, had arisen also a change in his views of the :
condition in which children are born. They are not only depraved, some say, but
are under condemnation, and arc children of the devil. He did not think this. -
Where there was ‘““no law,” there was ‘‘no transgression,” and children were .
incapable of coming under the law. Little children were brought into the benefits
of Christ’s redemption at their birth, and while they lived, and not merely if they
died. There was left only an innate and universal tendency to sin ; original sin
scemed to him like original nonsense.  But this supposes that many of those
children who live * fall from grace.” It does : but so did our first parents fall.
If they fell with a holy nature, why think it strange that children should now fall
with a corrupt nature ! Still, this is not inconsistent with the view of the per-
severance of actual believers. These shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of Christ’s hands.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick was expected to read another paper on the same subject,
but had been unable to prepare it.

Rev. C. Chapman, 3L A., moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Wood for his paper. |
He said he also cvincided with the views expressed as to the proper subjects of :
baptism. {

Professor Cornish also sympathized with these views. He thought thatifa
child was fit for heaven, it was fit for baptism.

Rev. F. H. Marling would not like to enter imprompti into a discussion of the
points in which he diff 'red with the paper. But he did differ, and he would not
like to have it go abroad that the whole union accepted the Halley view. Whatever .
plausibility there might be in the way in which some of the arguments had been
put, there was another side to be seen. He could not see that all children were .
regenerated, or that all were included in the special promises made to believers
respecting their seed, or that they could fall from grace in the way represented.
Would not the Halley doctrine also imply that all children should be received
into the church—the earthly kingdom, and should be admitted to the Lord’s !
table? Yet he would thank Mr. Wood for the paper. ‘

Rev. J. Howell could see the saume difliculties as the last speaker : he could .
baptise only the children of believers. He deprecated the use of the word
““chris’n™ as popish, and implying baptismal regeneration.

Rev. J. Wood explained that he did not say that all children were regencrated,
but the very opposite—that they were born with a corrupt nature, whereas Adam
had a holy nature before he fell. ;

Rev. H. Wheeler said he had baptised all children who were brought to him !
for forty years, and would continue to do the same if he lived forty years longer.
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The resolution of thanks was amended with the preface ‘¢ without pronouncing
an opinion on the sentiments expressed in the paper,” and carried nem. con.

Rev, F. H. Marling moved that the Rev. X. M. Fenwick be requested to pre-
pare a paper for next year on the same subject. Carried.

i THE STATISTICAL. REPORT

Was presented by the Rev. W. W, Smith, Stat. Secretary. The following is 2
summary of some of the particulars :—64 churches only had reported ; over 20

had sent no returns. The number of members in these 64 churches was 4,622.
- The ordinary attendance at all the stations was 12,660 ; admissions to member-
! ship 442, and removals 254—a net gain of 188. The net value of church pro-
! perty, §338,382 ; deducting the debts on it (about $12,000). The churches raised
. during the year for all purposes $67,404, against $64,920 last year. 67 Sabbath
| schools were returned, with 662 teachers, and 5,824 scholars. One thing was
" gpecially noticeable in the remarks accompanying the returns—viz., a general
anxiety for revival. Many of the churches had already enjoyed refreshings.

A resolution of Zion Church, Toronto, was presented to the Union, suggesting
the advisability of having all the statistical returns of the churches correspond
with the calendar year, instead of from and to the G6th of May, as at present.
Considerable discussion took place on the question. On the one hand, the pre-
sent plan brought the statistics down to the latest date : but the other plan made
the accounts generally harmonize with the annual accounts of the churches, thus
ensuring greater accuracy and making the returns more accessible ; it might also
assist the churches in getting the habit of having annual meetings, at which their
accounts would be rendered regularly ; and this plan would allow more time to the
Stat. Secretary. The following motion was carried by a considerable majority :—
moved by Rev. S. N. Jackson, M.D,, seconded by Mr. C. R. Black—*‘ That, in
reference to the proposal from Zion Church, Toronto, the Union instructs the
Stat. Secretary hereafter to call for returns for the period of the calendar year
preceding each annual meeting, such being expected to be made not later than the
1st of March.”

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

A communication from Zion Church, Montreal, stated that Mr. C. H. Brooks,
a member of that church, had received an appointment from the A. B. C. F.
Missions to proceed under their direction to Turkey, and that said church had
undertaken half of his support, asking whether the other churches of the Union
would not assist in his maintenance. The following resolution was passed on
" motion of the Business committee :—¢* That the Union has received with pleasure
" the communication of Zion Church, Montreal, relative to the appointment of Mr.
' C. H. Brooks, as a missionary of the American Board to Turkey ; heartily approves
i the proposal to make his maintenance the special charge of the Congregational
Churches in Canada ; trusts that the other churches will emulate the noble example
i set by Zion Church, Montreal ; and in view of Mr. Brooke’ intended visitation of
» such places as may appoint him, commends him and his prospective work to the
sympathy, liberality, and co-operation of the churches of our denomination
throughout the land.”

In this connection, we give a brief abstract of the address given by Mr. Brooks
at the public meeting on Friday evening. He said—*“ I will simply answer a few
: questions that I presume some are ready to put to me.

1. Why go to foreign mission work ! Why not stay and labour at home ?

My answer would be in the form of another question—whynot ? I would appeal
. to excellent precedents.  Even the Master himself, when the people of Capernaum

would stay Him, that He should not depart from them, said—¢I must preach the
" kingdom of God to other cities also, for therefore am I sent.” Paul did not stay
among his own people, although he could wish himself ¢accursed from Christ for
« his brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh.” You have heard of people
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leaving their country for their country’s good. This is what I would do. As a
body, we are not taking so active a part in foreign missions as we should. We
are growing richer, and, on this account, it is becoming a time of trial to the
churches, If they would preserve their primitive piety, they must help others.
The New England churches would have been dead long since had they not sent
out their sons and danghters to save others. I would leave these churches there-
fore, not because I do not love them, but because 1 do love them. I want to do
them good by getting them to engage in mission work. Christ said ‘go ye,’ not
‘stay ye ;’ ¢ preach the gospel to every creature,” not to a few favoured people.
'I}'he g}ospel is not preached to every creature, and this is the blot on the Christian
church.

““2. What is the work to which T go? I expect to go to Turkey under the
direction of the American Board. Why go in connection with the American
Board instead of some other society ? Simply because no other society asked me
to go. And why go to Turkey ! Why not to some other foreign field ? I was
asked first to go to Japan, and consented; then the invitation was afterwards
changed to Turkey. The Board thinks I am better fitted for a certain kind of
work they want done in Turkey. They have there a literary department of the
mission work, preparing a christian literature for the people, with Constantinople
as head quarters. 1 am first to go to a country post to learn the language of the
country, and where the people may be seen in their primitive state. The place
will be twenty-eight miles inland—Magnesia ; there, too, I can learn the modern
Greek, and afterwards either continue my proper work there, or go to Constanti-
nople, as may be found best. There is an idea that anyone will do for foreign
missions, and that only those go out who will not do for home work. Thisisa
great mistake. The foreign work requires all the talent and education we can
command. The part to which I go is historic. Swmyrna, on the sea coast, con-
tained one of the seven churches of Asia—one of the two which received no word
of disapprobation from the Master. Ancient Troy also is near, celebrated so long
ago by Homer. Also the ground that was trodden by the Apostles Paul and
John, Smyrna also was the bishopric of Polycarp the martyr, and his burial place.

‘¢ A Boston infidel told me I was running a great risk. PerhapsIam. Butl
have not to look at this ; Christ says ‘go.” Our Chrisiian religion enables us
run risks. No other system has life enough to make us willing to expose ourselves
to danger and trials. Our faith overcometh the world. We must be like Paul,
who said—*‘ in nothing I shall be ashamed ; but that with all boldness, as always,
Zo x](lm;’also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life or by

eath.

3. What do I ask of you? Certainly. your pity. 1 would not thank any
man for this. Spend your pity on those who ought to go, but won't. ¢The Lord
loveth a cheerful giver ;’ pity those who find the yoke of Christ heavy. But [ do
want your sympathy, so as to feel that it is your work. Without this, one very
important object that I have would be lost—the turning of your sympathies into
the work. With this you will give me your prayers.”

After his address, he and his mission were specially commended to God in prayer
offered by the Rev. J. Salmon, B.A. It was also stated that Mr. Brooks intended
spending two months visiting the churches so as to awaken their interest prior to
his leaving.

GENERAL BUSINESS TRANSACTED.

An invitation from the Hamilton Church to hold the next Annual Meeting
there, was cordially accepted.

On nomination of the Nominating Committee the following appointments were
made :—Rev. K. M. Fenwick, to be Secretary-Treasurer of the Union, in place of
the Rev. J. A R. Dickson, who resigned unconditionally ; Rev. W. W. Smith,
Statistical Secretary ; Rev. Robert Hay, Sabbath morning preacher next year,
Rev. W. W. Snith, alternate. The Union Committee to consist of Revs. H.
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Sanders, J. Wood, E. Barker, Prof. Cornish, L.I.D., F. H. Marling, S. N. Jack- ;
son, M.D., and J. A. R. Dickson; WMessrs. H. G. Grist, Alexander Thomson, G.

Hague, J. Fraser, W. Freeland, C. Whitlaw, and H. O'Hara.

The following were also appointed as visitors from our body to the National
Coungregational Council of the U. S., to mect in 1875 :—Revs. H. Wildes, D.D.,
J. Unsworth, K. M. Fenwick, S. N, Jackson, M.D., J. A. R. Dickson, H. D.

Powis, A. Duft, and J. Wood ; the last to be the medium of correspondence be-

tween members of the delegation.
Five new members were received :—Revs, H. Sanders, W. M’Intosh, E. Ire-

land, R. Hay, and W. Manchee. Two received letters of dismissal :—Rev. R. .
Lewis to the Gen. Association of Michigan, and Rev. Duncan M’Gregor to the -
Cong. Union of N. 8. and N. B. The resignation of Rev. J. G. Manly was accepted, -

and his name removed from the roll.
The Finance Committee reported that they were able to pay the travelling
expenses of all the ministers in attendance, and of one delegate from each church,

retaining but one dollar from each person to enable the Union to meet the inci- :

dental expenses of the year. They had received in all from the churches $486 98.
The Eastern Townships’ Association, having made an overture to the effect that

membership in the Associations be a sufticient qualification for membership in the -

Union, it was resolved, ¢ That it is not advisable to make any further alteration
in Standing Rule No. 1, at the present time.” The Union Committee had already
recommended an alteration as mentioned.

On report of the Business Committee, the following resolution on Temperance
was adopted :—* That this Union having received from the O. and Q. T. and P.

League a communication recommending the setting apart of a given Sabbath for .

special sermons on the Temperance question, and soliciting the action of the
Union in suport of an effort to secure legal prohibition of the liquor trafiic, would,
without pledging itself to any one line of action thereto, earnestly recommend the
same to the thoughtful consideration of the churches ; in carnest hope that, by
the introduction of some wise measure in connection with moral influences, the
vice of intemperance may be ultimately removed from our country.”

The Rev. C. Chapman, M. A, extended an invitation from the Montreal Evan-
gelical Alliance to kindred alliances throughout the Provinces, to meet in Mon-
treal in October next, and seek to form a Dominion Alliance. The claims put forth
by Ultramontanism demand our attention and our united resistance. A good
representation was expected from abroad. Drs. Schaff and Hopkins, Prof. Porter,
and others, were expected to read papers.

Mr. Chapman also represented the French Canadian Missionary Society. He

stated that the Society now had eighteen missionary teachers and colporteurs. .
Fifteen hundred have now been educated in their Institute at Pointe Aux Trem- !
bles. Two hundred and fifty of these have been traced, ninety-three of whom .

are known to have become church members, and twenty of them preachers. The
total income last year was over $22,000 ; more than $12,000 came from Canada.
We should not send money for the conversion of the Roman Catholics of the Con-
tinent of Europe unless we try to convert those at home. They have as much
difliculty in turning from Catholicism here as the Hindoos have in India. He
had to take a_young lady under his care to prevent her being taken into a con-
vent, and had to send her out of the country. They have not only to bear the
ridicule of their relations when they become Protestants, but have also to sign a
public declaration before they are free.

The Business Committee recommended as subjects for Essays at next meeting :
1. “The best mode of carrying out the Apostolic injunction—¢Let all things be
done decently and in order,” by Dr. Wilkes or Prof. Cornish. 2. ¢“Scriptural
terms of admission to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” by Rev. K. M. Fenwick.
3. ‘‘How best to promote the cfficiency of our denominational action,” by Rev.
J. Wood, 4. The question of amusements, directed to be considercd at this
meeting in open conference, should time allow, having been omitted from the
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printed programme, and averlooked until this late period of the session, the Com-
mittee recommend that it be made the subject of a paper for next year, the writer
to be the Rev. W. Manchece. They also recommend that the speakers for the
next annual public meeting of the Union, on the Monday evening, be appointed
at this meeting, and that they act in concert as to the subjects they shall deal
with, it being understood that the exposition of Congregational principles, and

. the discussion of great public questions connected therewith, are to be prominent

thewes to be introduced. It is further suggested that the Rev. J. F. Stevenson,

: LL.B,, Rev. F. H. Marling, G. Lyman, Esq., and John Turner, Esq., be the .
. speakers on the occasicn.  The recommendations were adopted.

The same Committee also recommended an alteration of Standing Rule No. 4,

: 50 as to allow the Chairman to be elected by ballot without nomination, on the .

ground that this would give greater freedom of choice. It was objected, on the
other hand, that, as the rule now sands, they were at liberty to employ the ballot,
and make other nominations than that of the Union Committee ; besides, it was

. at too late a stage of the mecting to make an important change like this. An .
_amendment, by the Rev. F. H. Marling that the recommendation lie on the table

till next year, was carried. A motion, also by Mr. Marling, that the word
“ Examination,” in Rule No. 3, be dropped, as there was now no Committee of

. Examination, was carried. '

Votes of thanks for the hospitality of the Toronto friends, and for the facilities

. given for attendance at the Union on the public lines of travel, were passed as
| usual, i

DELEGATES TO OTHER BODIES. X
i

Rev. W, F. Clarke reported that he had been unable to fulfil his appointment

, to attend the Wesleyan Conference, but he had written.

The delegation to the Pres. Church of Canada had also failed.
Rev. S. N. Jackson, M.D., had visited the Prim. Meth, Conference. Reporters !

i misrepresented him as saying that we had all the Union with them that we

. sought Divine aid in prayer in connection with all their proceedings.

| United States. He gave thanks for all the assistance received, the indulgence

i

wanted. He was much pleased with their meetings, and especially that they !

No delegate had gone to the New Connexion Methodists, or to the General
Assembly of the C. P. Church, but a letter had been sent to the latter.

The Chairman and Secretary were appointed a delegation to the next meeting
of the Cong. Union of N. 8. and N. B. :

THE ‘ CANADIAN INDEPENDENT ”

wags represented by the Rev. 8. N. Jackson, M. D., who had just resigned the
editorship. He stated that there was a larger inereage of subscribers this last
year than for the three previons years, viz., 111 against 86 for the year 1873, 63
for 1872, and four for 1871. Some of the present list must, however, be cut off
on account of arrears. The clubbing rates offered last year were not so largely |
taken advantage of as was hoped; but a few Churches made use of the oppor-
tunity. There was great negligence in remitting the subscriptions, and the Com-
pany was put to great inconvenience thereby. Help in contributing articles had
been given by some of his brethren, for which he would render thanks. He would
say, however, freely, that the articles were generally too long.  One friend in the
maritime provinces had sent an excellent article, and had paid for it as a supple-
ment. Another was publishing articles of four pages regularly, at his own ex-
pense. He had found a difficulty in getting news items ; he had often to write for
them, Brethiren shouid not fail to report. But let the items be as short as

vvvvv a.

possible. It is the short pieces that are copied by other papers in Britain and the

extended him, and asked the same for his successor.
It was announced during the meeting that the ‘“ C. Independent Publishing
Co.” had united with the ©“C, C, Missionary Society ” in requesting the Rev,
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Magazine, and in not only performing the ordinary dutics of Home Secretary to
the Missionary Society, but acting as a sort of agent fur the Society in visiting
the Missionary Churches and arranging for the supply of vacancies. He might
also take charge of a book-rvom for the body, edit the Year Book, and act as
Secretary for the Union, in which event the appointed Secretary would give way
to him. It was also announced that Mr. Wood gave them to entertain good
hopes that he would accept the position,

Rev. F. H. Marling spoke in behalf of

THE VEAR BOOK.

It had fulfilled his expectations, and had been of great service for reference to
denominational matters. Some had complained of the expense of its publication,
and of the small amount reimbursed from its sale. It had cost a little more than
the ordinary reports used to cost ; but it contained much more matter, and was
printed on much better paper. Tenders were received from five different pring-
ing establishments, and the lowest was accepted. There were also more copies of
it published than of the ordinary reports. It was hoped to get it up cheaper this
year, by having it all printed at one office. There ought to be an appetite for
such a coliection of useful matter, and people should be educated up to a taste for
it. One of the best means for circulating it would, perhaps, be to employ an
agent to sell it on comumission, as they had done successfully in his church,
Churches could afford to give them away, if they could not sell them ; and this
would ultimately pay them in the good they would do. He was happy now to be
released from the charge of it, and he trusted Mr. Wood would see his way clear
to accept the new office, and take charge of the Year Book.

The Secretaries were then appointed, with the new Editor, a joint committee
to attend to its publication. Orders were also taken for the Year-book, to the
number of 1395.

During the sessions of the Union, three evenings—Thursday, Friday, and Mon-
day—were occupied with meetings of a general religious character, and were all
very largely attended.

THURSDAY EVENING
‘Was devoted principally to the consideration of revivals. After the devotional
exercises, in which the Revs. W. H. Allworth, and W. W. Smith took part, the
Chairman introduced the Rev. XK. M. Fenwick, who spoke on ¢ Revivalsin 1874.”

But Divine wisdom has always defeated it, and Divine power has always subdued
the hearts of the enemy. In Scotland, the principal seats of revival are Edin-
burgh, the centre of learning ; Dundee, the centre of manufactures ; and Glaszow,
the centre of commerce. God had thus subdued these the mightiest of worldly
influences under Him. This revival teaches us, that training in Bible truth is
preparatory to such awork. The seed had been thoroughly sown by the ministry,
and now it is germinating. We mnotice too, the simplicity of the agency—
: Moody, a plain, simple, uneducated man, but full of zeal ; Sankey—an illustration
 of the power of song in communicating the truth of the gospel. A striking fea-
‘ture also is that of the hearty co-operation of all the ministry. All sectarianism
"seems forgotten. Then again, all classes participate in the benefit—common la-
bourers, as well as the most accomplished scholars. We notice also the means

viniee tvvath  ae 3¢ 36 in Tossao

‘t'he cross is presented to sinners just as they are. The preachers expected imme-
diate fruit and found it. Think of 3,500 giving evidence of conversion in one

Christianity, he said, had received opposition from the first, and it receives it still. !

employed—the simple gospel. Not ahstract) but living truth) as itis in Jesus., |

John Wood to give himself wholly to their service in editing and publishing the '

place ! Not only, however, was preaching employed, but private conversation. .
This brought in the service and talents of all. And what is the philosophy—the !

meaning of the whole thing 7 Simply a returning to the apostolic method and

truth—the chosen Divine instrumentality. We should keep ourselves out of |
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sight, use God’s appointed means, and leave Him to give the blessing as He
pleases. A friend of his had once found no freedom in preaching morning or
evening : at last, in agony of soul, he gave up to God to employ what instrument-
ality He pleased, and immediately souls wercconverted. We need also frequency
of presenting the truth, as good impressions often fade during a whole week.
Variety of voice and expression is also used by God for effecting good.

Mr. Robert McKay, Evangelist, lately from Seotland, also addressed the meet-
ing after prayer and singing. He said that revivals began with God’s people.
It was so in Edinburgh, where the Church was awakened before Messrs, Moody
and Sankey came. In Aberdeen, the people had been longing for evangelistic

services, and were anxious that the American evangelists would come to them.

One hall there, which holds about 3,000 people, was crowded night after night.
About 2,700 professed conversion. At a meeting held lately, none were admitl
ted but those professing conversion since the revival, and 700 a‘tended. Al-
along the coast, and among the fishermen, the blessing has extended ; especially

in Aberdeenshire, Banff, and Moray ; but not so much beyond Inverness. In -

one place, some of the fishermen prayed earnestly ; he announced a meeting on a
Sabbath in March for enquirers, and invited such to remain ; two stayed, and a

great revival broke out during the week. One hundred were converted. One .

man, who was notoriously wicked, was observed going through the crowd singing
a hymn. One young man, who was formerly leader of a wicked band, had
very deep convictions. One of his prayers was—¢¢ Lord I have been a ring leader
for the Devil ; make ine as devoted a servant for Thee ! ” In another village, the
people came to our houses for religious enquiry at eleven and twelve o’clock at
night. Three hundred and fifty were converted within three weeks. It was
beautiful to see all the ministers united in this work. In Edinburgh, 400 minis-
ters were sitting at one time listening to Moody., One aged minister sat weep-
ing : he had come from the country to ask prayers for his pe~ple. It was aston-
ishing to see the crowds of young men that were being brought in. Many of
these were university and medical students ; and they themselves went out to
reach,

P Mr. McKay, who has come to_labour in Canada, conveyed, by instruction, the
fraternal grectings of the Cong. Union of Scotland to the Unton.

After singing again, Rev. Charles Duff, of Brooklyn, N.S,, said that thisrevival
carried him back to a wonderful revival in his own field of labour many years
ago. God had poured out His Spirit abundantly ; and he welcomed at one time
ninety, and latterly thirty-eight, to the Church. No one knows the sweets of
the ministry without such experience. One of the first signs of a revival is that
Christians begin to feel cold. In his country (Nova Scotia) people are not very
partienlar about the instrumentality, only so that theve is sufiicient evidence of
the Lord’s usingit. One little girl had brought a companion to Jesus after the rest
of ushad failed. She was also the means of bringing her father with her; and then,
again, through him, the grandparents. The contiguous places, Milton and Liver-
pool, were also blessed at the same time. He also_presented, as a delegate, the
greetings of the Congregational Union of N.S. and N.B.

Rev. R. K. Black wished to state that he knew of a minister who, with consi-
derable anxiety, had left his daughter in Scotland to be educated ; and now he had
the happine s of hearing from the daughter of her conversion at some of the
revival me ings in Scotland. That was his own daughter.

ON FRIDAY EVENING,

After a sumpluods tea in the school-room, the large audience adjourned to the
church. After singing, and prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bulman, of Markham, the
Chairman introduced the Rev. H. Sanders, of Hamilton, who spoke on * The
Ministry for the Times.” Some think it should be & centralized despotism. The
followers of the pope think that he possesses plenary power to rule over men as he
pleases. We do not want such a ministry for our times.  Ritualists tell us that
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led by gorgeous displays of millinery and ceremory, Such priesteraft cannot
| reclaim or adorn poor fallen human nature. The nunistry for all times should be

a spiritual one—to watch for souls as they that must give an account. We have

ministry onght to be to impart spiritual life. The words of Christ were spirit and
life without any formulated body of divinity. Let our teachings be scriptural :
:[' weshould teach the whole counsel of God. Some men’s theology had a very few
i|: articles in it, which they call the Gospel. Three-fourths of Paul's epistles were
<f argumentative. There must be teaching around the cross. We must ““ reason
4 with men out of the Scriptures,” The minister should also be spiritual ; of deep
4| convictions. There must be no half-hearted belief in the truths we preach. We
| must not neglect our own vineyard, while cultivating the vineyards of others.
| We must be earnest : this is the characteristic of our day. Even sensationalism
| is better than indifference. God is earnest; Christ is earnest ; the Spirit is
| earnest ; still how quiet in all their working ! Glowing and burning zeal for God
i} and man lived in the breast of Christ under the quiet calm of His outer life. Let
# us imitate Him. The destinies of eternity are involved in our labours. We are told
that when Baxter went to Kidderminster, there was not & Christian family in the

:place ; but when he left, there was not an unchristian one. We may not effect so

much as that ; but how much may we do, if faithful !

The Rev. John Fraser, of Montreal, followed, after singing, with the subject—

¢“ The Church for the Times.” This was intended, he said, to correspond with the

4 ¢“ Ministry for the Times.” In a few words, he might say that the Church for all
)| times should be the Church of Christ—a church of live, earnest Chr.:tians—like
/| Tssachar, ‘* men that had understanding of the times to know what Israel ought to
il do.” There are two tendencies into which we are apt to go, both of which are
evil. One is, to make the Church a sort of temporary structure, not built on the
7 Rock ot Ages, but on sensational expedients. A church of the times, in this sense,
2} would perish with the times, Others again would make it like the old pulpits—
:f high, with high doctrines ; very different from our modern broad platforin pulpits
where ministers can wander at their sweet will.  Good sound doctrine is wanted,
s but we must not be too cramped. Trees must have branches to bear fruit ; so
‘}-we must have variety. Ve do not want even teetotal churches, or George
i: Trask’s anti-tobacco churches ; they are too confined. We must also guard

. éagainst the tendency to extreme independency ; our work requires centralization ;

Fi %would affect the world without. The Party spirit in a church is as bad as entire
“Bunanimity. We want more of the love of Christ, and forbearance towards each
gother ; because true union is not the union of winter with its cold sameness, but
Jithe life of summer with its endless variety. Every man should be fully persuaded
sfin his own mind, yet all should be united. The speaker went on to say also that
sithe system of stated supplies, that prevailed so extensively on the other side,
“Jéwas a practical heresy, and damaged the churches seriously. Though the pastor
{iwas the responsible worker of the Church, yet all the Church should work too,
Jzand sustain the pastor. Our age, too, demands liberality. Specially should the
|:Church be blessed by the Holy Spirit, as in apostolic times.

45 We regret that our limited space does not allew a report of the meeting on
yEMonday evening, more than to say that the large audience was deeply interested
vith addresses from the Revs, R. Wallace, and J. M. Cameron, a delegation to
{lithe Union from the General Assembly of the C. P. Church ; from the Rev. W.
:):Bee, delegate from the Prim. Methodist Church; and from the Rev. R. K.
#iBlack, of the Cong. Union of N. S, and N. B.—Rev. J. Salmon, B.A. also
ddressed the meeting on the duty of Praise and Thanksgiving.

the proper ministry should be those of wediceval days ; that the people are best

:; we require unity in our lscal churelies, and in the whole body of Christ, if we :

|

the same as that of the Apostles’ times. The hearers are not to believe every :
Spirit ; for they too have an * anointing which teacheth them of all things.” The
Apostles themselves did not assume a lordship over God’s heritage. Our work is !

not to charm or rule, but instruct, warn, and invite. The great purpose of the '




Eottoral,

The Guanadian Fdependent.

TORONTO, JULY, 1374,

THE EDITOR ELECT.

In the previous issue of the INDEPEND-
ENT there was briefly outlined a ‘‘new
departure ” to be proyosed at the annual
meeting of the societies, both in relation
to the future management of this Maga-
zine and the Home IMissionary Society.
This proposal was dlily mwade and unani-
mously adopted, both by the Publishing
Company and the members of the Mis-
sionary Society. To explain the new
department of service in a sentence :
the officer is to be Editor and Publisher
of the INDEPENDENT and the YEar
Book, Home Secretary and Missionary
Superintendeni, adding to the former
office, as soon as practicable, a denomina-
tional Buok Room. The salary is gua-
ranteed by the two Societies indicated,
and some of the leading Churches.

A joint meeting was held by the Pub-
lishing Company and the General Mis-
sionary Committee to nominate a man
for the office, which resulted in the una-
nimous choice of the Rev. John Wood
of Brantford, which was heartily adopt-
ed. Though Mr. Wood has not defi-
nitely accepted the appointment, he has
as much as indicated his purpose of
doing so when his resignation of the pas-
torate has been accepted by his present
charge. He has before held the position
of Editor and Home Secretary, and is
largely qualified for the work. Though

by this act the Church of Brantford is °
called upon to make a great sacrifice, as
well as is its pastor, we feel assured they -
will yield their consent for the denomi- '
nationg’ weal. In the mean time tem-
porary arrangements have been made !
until the new régime is entered upon.

VACATION.

The Summer Holiday Season has
come, and not having space to write an
article on the subject, we would indicate .
the following suggestions : 1. Let every -
Church in city, town or country, insist on '
their pastor taking a few weeks for rest
and recreation. He needs it; his wife '
needs it ; his children need it. If pos-
sible secure a supply to fill his place
that his mind may be perfectly at ease,
but if a supply isimpossible, be satisfied
with a read sermon, ¢r a good prayer-
It will
be a good investment if you are obliged
to furnish the means for your pastor’s
trip. He will preach better and do
more work during the year, and that
more successfully.

2. Let the members of our churches
and congregations, especially in cities
and towns, take a vacation if they possi-
bly can. In this busy driving age it has
become a necessity. The health both of
body, mind, and soul, will be better for
the change. There is something else to
live for besides drudgery and money-
making.

3. Wherever you go, avoid if possible,
places of fashionable resort. The re-
straint as well as the license of this arti-

meeting, in place of preaching.




ficial life is felt too much at home. Don’t
be lead into its folly when seeking health
and rest,

4. Carry a genial, joyful christianity
with you wherever you go. Don't neg-
lect the means of grace, or any oppor-
tunity of doing good. Then Christ will
spend holiday with you, and make your
recreations in every respect blessings,

Eccrestastical UN1oN between some
of the families, both of the Presbyterian
and Methodist churches seems now a
certainty. At the recent meetings of the
C. P. Assembly and the ¢ Kirk” Synod
in Ottawa, the difficulty in regard to the
doctrine of the Headship of Christ was,
by a new preamble, satisfactorily settled,
and nothing is now left but the arrange-
ment of a few details to accomplish the
incorporation in Canada of these long
separated churches.

At the late meeting of the New Con-
nection Conference, the definite inter-
pretation of one of the articles of union,
which was afterwards accepted by the
Wesleyans, brought about a marvellous
unanimity when it had seemed division
was inevitable. They therefore unani-
mously ask the English Conference to
3 give them their parting blessing before
4 they go, for go they must, and will.
¥  Our Anglican brethren recently as-
f sembled in their Synod, at Toronto,
§ gave expression of their desire for a
3 union with non-episcopal bodies, but
¥ in the discussion it came out that this
4 union could only be consummated
through the doctrines of the apostolical
succession. On this principle the lion
% and the lamb would lie down together,
§ but unfortunately, the lamb would be
inside of the lion.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

'
17,
Tue UstoNy MEerINe held last month '
was most successful. The astendance |
both of ministers and delegates was con-
siderably above the average, and the
exercises threughout were exceedingly
interesting. Great harmony prevailed
throughout the entire series of meetings,
and nearly all the services were of a
high spiritual order. The usual discus-
sion of the Chairman’s Address was un-
usually free, not, we presume, because
he was 8o great a sinner above other men,
but, on the other hand, perhaps it was
because he is so great a saint that it was
considered safe to indulge in rather free
criticism without fear of an explosion,
Certain it is, that the ex-chairman has
proved himself worthy of Canonization
when his period of service here is over,
which, we pray, may be a distant day.
The very full reports we publish of the
Annual Meetings, precludes extended
Editorial remarks on this and other
subjects.

THE CoONGREGATIONAL UNION OF
ENGLAND AND WaLES held its May
Meeting in London, on the second week
of the month. More than twelve hun-
dred Ministers and Delegates were pre-
sent, who, together with many visitors,
listened with marked appreciation to the
opening address on ‘‘ Nonconformity as
a Spiritual Force.” Great regret was
felt that the Memorial Hall was not
completed as expected in time for this
meeting. Dr. Wilkes, who represented
the Congregational Union of Ontario
and Quebec, gave un address at the din-
ner, which was heartily received. Several
excellent papers on vital themes were
read and discussed during the session.
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Tue Crry TEMPLE, Rev. Dr. Parker’s
new church, was dedicated about the
middle of May last. It is situated on a
commanding position on the south side
of Holborn Viaduct, London, and has
accommodation for 2,000 persons. The
seats are arranged in aradial form, giving
a good view of the preacher. The pulpit,
which is a gift of the Corporation of
London, is of Caen stone, with coloured
marbles. At the dedication, the Lord
and Lady Mayoress attended in state.
The dedication service was liturgical in
form, and the sermon in the morning was
preached by Rev. W, Lindsay Alexander,
D. D. ; and in the evening by Rev. Dr.
Stoughton, to crowded congregations.

The dinner which followed was pre-
sided over by the Lord Mayor, and a
large number were present of clergymen
and laymen, including Dissenters and
Churchmen, members of the Corpora-
tion, and others. Among the guests
was the Dean of Westminster, who made

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES,

one of his characteristic addresses, which !
was most enthusiastically received. Dr.
Parker has been rather freely criticised
for accepting of the pulpit, as a gift from
the Corpuration of London, as having a
tendency to weaken the opposition
against State endowment in all forms.

Six CoNGREGATIONAL Churches were
recently organized into the Washington
Council. Not one of these existed seven
years ago, all having resulted from the
growth syuthward of the denomination
since the war.

In Saxr Lake Cirv, Utan, on the
24th May, a Congregational Church was
organized with twenty-four members.
It will be remembered that Rev. Nor-
man McLeod, of our College, laboured
there for some time, until driven away
by Brigham Young’s destroying angeis,
but now there is a resurrection of the
Church that was supposed to be dead.

Nofne of

@VN AN

NARRATIVE OF THE CHURCHES FOR
1873-4.—There are two things specially
deserving of notice in the Reports from
the Churches this year. (1) The very
considerable movement in the direction
of revival, and (2) them any ministerial
changes. There never were so many
new men settled in one year; and I
think I am correct in saying, there never
were so many resignations and changes
among those already settled. Inalmost
every case, these can be traced to the
strain of living on a salary which, in the
universal rise of commodities, has quite
ceased to represent its former value.

Very many of the pastors are praying
and yearning for a revival, stimulated
by the tidings that have come from Scot-
land. God is more anxious for souls
than they ; and when earnest prayer and
concerted labour are addressed to that
end, we may expect the Revival. 1t
always begins in the hearts of God’s own
people : we must first labour for it there.

The following outlook at the individual
churches, is chiefly derived from the
notes which accompany the returns. .
The brethren are thanked for their cour-
tesy in furnishing these notes ; though
there is still the absence to regret of
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hoth notes and figures from several

churches. . .
Alton is not flourishing. The S. 8. is

i however, good, and four of the young

people have joined the church. The
pastor, Rev. M. 8. Gray has just re-
signed. Rev. Jos. Wheeler continues
his labours at Albion (Bolton Village),
but the church sends no report. Brant-
Jford—The Church had hopes in winter
of a Revival, but Satan hindered. How-
ever, many are still longing and praying
for it. Evening services well attended,
and S. school improving. Several of
the scholars have joined the church,
and one has lately gone triumphantly
‘““home.” The pastor, Rev. J. Wood,
is much encouraged by successful efforts
to save the young. Bowmanville, after
being vacant for some months, following
the resignation and removal of Rev. T.
M. Reikie, has settled and ordained
Rev. John Allworth as paster. In
Brockville the sanctuary has been closed
for a time, with the congregation be-
coming scattered ; but in December last,
Rev. E. Ireland, lately from England,
wag settled as pastor, and things look
hopeful. Three members have been
added, and a noble spirit of liberality
nas been evoked. The church edifice
has been renovated internally. Brigham:
a new church in a manufacturing vil-
lage Has doubled its membership in
this, its second year of existence. Fif-
teen members added, twelve of them on
profession. The young well trained, at
home and in 8. school ; more fruit looked
for. Caledon South—Under the pains-
taking ministry of Mr. Davies, this church
is steadily consolidating. The year has
shown marked success, both spiritually
and financially. An effort will be made
to build a church and parsonage this
year. Hitherto a small * union > chapel
has been used. Cowansville—Rev. C.
P. Watson, pastor. The terrible afflic-

| tion (cancer) and death of the pastor’s
4 eldest daughter (23) last October, pro-
4 duced the deepest impression ; especially
| among those who had been associated
| with her in 8. 8. labours.
| awakened, some of whom have professed

Several were

Christ. In February, the pastor was
again called to mourn, in the death of
his excellent and devoted wife, who died
in great peace, after a lingering iliness.

19

And again was affliction sanctified to the
church, Much heart-searching resulted,
special services followed, and much good
was done. Fifty additional seats are
found to be necessary in the church,
which is otherwise to be thoroughly re-
paired. Mr. Waison also ministers at
Brigham, Chwrch-hill—A rural church,
connected with Georgetown. A scat-
tered congregation, kind and grateful,
but unprogressive. Cobowrg—Rev. J.
Griffith. Weak in numbers, but a cheer-
ing note of progress is the remodelling
and enlarging of the church. Cost,
82,000. To bo reopened in a few weeks,
and without debt. Cold Springs—Two
years vacant. Rev. James Howell just
settled. Expects to open two new sta-
tions this year. Neighbourhood prayer-
meetings (two), as well as that at church,
well attended. Congregations gocd,
prospects encouraging. Danville—G. T.
Colwell, pastor. Will this year be self-
supporting. The three S. schools are
doing much good. Congregations good.
Some converts are now before the church
for membership. Douglas is without a
resident pastor, since removal of Rev.
R. Brown to Lanark ; but is under the
temporary oversight of Rev. E. Barker,
of Fergus. The church is reported as
in a prosperous condition. Embiro—Since
last report, Rev. J. Salmon has become
pastor, leaving Forest and Warwick
churches. The late pastor, Rev. G. C.
Needham, has removed to the United
States. We are told of nineteen mem-
bers added in profession; and that 2 par-
sonage is this year to be built. The
work steadily an.! slowly going on. No
financial figures. Euton—Rev. E. J.Sher-
rill. A village church that never grows
strong ; but s continually building up
other churches, through the emigration
going on. The pastor says, ¢ The young
leave us; whole families rem.ove ; but
those who remain seem to renew their
strength and zeal and purpose.” After
a lengthened service in this church of
thirty-six years, the pastor has resigned,
but continues his oversight till a new
pastor is secured. .Erin North—Con-
nected with Alton. Thoughno increase
in membership, improvement is vigible.
The Bible class is doing a good work.
Fergus—The village has been depressed,
and many removals, affecting the
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church also, yet nine have been added
on profession. Harmony and love pre-
vails. Wrought in connection with the
neighbouring rural church, Garafraxa
First, by Rev. E. Barker. Forest—
Rev. R. Hay settled in spring, as suc-
cessor to Mr. Salmon. Has also un-
der his charge the two rural churches
in Warwick, and the church at Watford.
Has hopes of a good work beginning in
some parts of his field. Frome—With-
out a pastor since Rev. J. I. Hindley
removed to Owen Sound, yet Sabbath
services constantly kept up by deacons
or students. A vigorous €. schocl of
100 members. Have just given a call
to Rev. E. C. W. McColl.  Fitch Bay
and North Stanstead—Rev. L. P. Adams.
Only figures given. Garafraxe First—
Alargeand well established rural church,
connected with Fergus. Does not seem
to have made much spiritual effort this
year, yet a door for much usefulness in
the neighbourhood is open. Grandy—
With a branch church at Abbotsford,
Rev. D. D. Nighswander. Abbotsford
is dwindling ; Granby shows asomewhat
increased interest in spiritual things. A
number who are christians, strangely
stand aloof from membership. Five S.
schools are in operation, and doing good.
A new station from time to time occu-
pied. Guelph—Rev. W. Manchee has
just cowpleted his first year here. All
the spring a pleasing revival has been in
progress. Up to date of report thirty-
one had been received on profession
duving the year, and thirteen stood pro.
posed. ‘“An Inquirers’ Class,” many
attending ; a general ““ Fellowship Meet-
ing,” women as well as men taking part;
a ¢“Christian Band,” members from
eight to fifteen years; and a ‘ Fellow-
ship Mecting ” for young people, are
some of the outgrowths cf this Revival.
Signal answers to prayers, offered for
individuals by name. Teachers have
aimed and prayed for the conversicn of
their whole classes, and been blessed.
Much personal effort for souls. Old
members much stirred up. Georgetorwn—
Rev. J. Unsworth pastor for twenty-one
years. Progress slow, all peaceable and
pleasant, but no revival. Yet, from
the fact that it s so mourned over, comes
hope that the yearning will be satisfied.
Hamilton—Since last report, Rev. H.
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Sanders has been obtained from England |
as pastor. This vigorous city church has
Dbeen well accustomed to hearty work in i
the Lord’s cause, and still finds its work ,
to do. Huwick—Connected with Turn-
berry, but under the immediate care of |
Mr. R. Wickett, Evangelist. A new
station opened in the village of Clifford, .
with a large attendance, and excellent |
spiritual prospects. A church edifice, |
for sume time uscd, is to he purchased, ;
and a 8. school will immediately be be- .
gun. Indian Lands—Rev. D. Macallum .
has been settled as pastor. Only figures ,
given. Kingston—The Quarter-century :
services, in connection with the pastor-
ate of Rev. K. M. Fenwick, have been |
described in the Magazine. A fine ex-
hibition of christian feeling among the |
members, and a handscme and well de- .
served gift to the pastor. Nine have.
professed faith since the new year, .
others are anxious. Several S. S. scho-
lars converted. Prayer meetings large, .
and deeply interesting. Church debt .
all paid. London—Rev. R. W. Wal-
lace. Thirty new members. A quiet,
and pleasing spirit of revival throughout .
the year. A ‘“Personal Appeal” So--
ciety formed ; results good, members.
inclined to work. Out-stations promis-
ing. New church to be built. Listowell— .
Mr. E. Rose. Special services of a
quickening character for four weeks in
spring. Union and christian feeling
among members. New families coming
in as hearers. 8. school efficient. La.-
ark First—Rev. R. Brown. 8. school
kept open all winter, for first time, with
unbounded satisfaction. Several scho-
lars anxious., Pastor re-echoes the sen-
timents of his brother, expressed below,
and calls for help. Lanark Village—
Rev. J. Brown. Spiritual state of
church low, yet two members received,
and five stocd proposed. Br. Brown
has visited Carleton Place several times,
and is anxious some one should be sent
to that town and vicinity. In connec-
tion with his brother, services for seven-
teen nights were held in Dalhousic ;
many were refreshed.  Also four nights
in N. Sherbrook. He intends to do
more of this work, and thinks there is
a large region around him, ¢¢ white unto
the harvest.” It will be remembered it
was ii. this very region the revival took




place twenty years ago, in which at least
500 souls were converted. Muntreal,
Zion—This active church has entered
upon the work of extension, and secured
the services of Rev. J. F. Stephenson,
LL.B., of Reading, England, a3 co-pastor
with Rev. C. Chapman, M.A., who will
preach alternately in Zion Church and a
hired hall, till anew church building can
‘be completed. A Building Fund (which
‘[zdoes not appear in this year’s f zures) is
#being raised. Two S. schools, with fifty-
nine teachers, are vigorously carried on.
I A young member of the church, Mr. C.
- H. Brooks, has acted for six months as
“an assistant ; but now leaves to prepare
1. for going to Turkey in Asia as a mis-
-glonary of the Am. Board of C. F. M,,
Zion Church guarantecing half his sup-
sport.  Montreal, Eastern—Rev. J. Fra-
iger—has suffered from changes in the
-congregation, few now remaining of the
*small band that originally came from
Zion Church ; yet present members seem
-inclined to work, and the younger por-
stion have heartily taken hold of the S.
¢school, which flourishes accordingly.
: Melbourne—Rev. W. McIntosh has been
sordained pastor. Prospects brightening
“for the church. The pastor is anxious
7to occupy Richmond also (a larger vil-
ilage than Melbourne), and the people
*wish it ; but having three churches al-
sready, he cannot give Richmond a sab-
Sbath service, unless more help could be
tsent. Manille only furnishes statistics :
but five preaching stations, with an ag-
igregate of G600 hearers, three regular
{éSabbath services, and others regular
fand occasional in the week—show that
four brother, Rev. D. Macgregor is hard
{rat work. Meaford has been sadly scat-
“tered, but Rev. C. H. Silcocks has now,
for nearly a year, been in charge of the
{ehurch. The building has been put in
Jbetter order ; but the people, asyet, are
wvery few. Markham and Unionville —
: Since last report, Rev. R. Bulman, from
“England, has settled as pastor over this
ichurch. In Markham Village there is
ian_awakening among the people gene-
{:xally ; let us hope this church may share
in the blessing. The S. school is im-
<Jsproved. Martintowmn and Rorboro’ are
i‘eonnected with Indign Lands, under the
care of Rev. D. Macallam.  Newmarket
A mission station, where formerly an
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organized church existed. Rev. A.
Shand, M.D., in charge. Congregations
reported steady, but not large. Some
accessions. Ottawa—Rev. J. G. San-
derson says, the increase of membership,
though not large (17), is greater than in
any previous year of the church’s his-
tory. Owen Sound—Rev. J. 1. Hindley
settled as successor to Rev. R. Robin-
son. Membership and congregation
somewhat increased. Pastor invited to
preach at an out-station, where some
support is also tendered. Oro—Rev. E.
D. Silecox. Only figures given. A par-
sonage built. Puris—A well organized
church in an important town ; Rev. W,
H. Allworth, - Yet revival much need-
ed. More losses than usual from re-
movals. A few coming in, and some
inquiring. 8. school working well. In-
tended to build church, but circumstances
hindered. Pine Grove—Special services
in winter. Six conversions, five joined
the church. Members refreshed, yet
progress very slow.  Quebes — After
former severe depletions from removals
westward, this church is now in a more
encouraging state than ever before, and
occnpies a more important position.
Accessions to the congregation have
caused the gallery, in addition to the
body of the church, to be occupied with
family pews. Rev. H. D. Powis. Rug-
by—Connected with Oro ; figures only
given. Sarnia—A resuscitated cause,
m a growing town; Rev. W. H. A.
Claris, pastor. Twenty-three members:
recommenced twenty months ago with
seven. Three prayer meetings, and
young people’s class every week. Some
heads of families seeking admission to the
church. Stratford—Rev. W. H. Heu de
Bourck. Aweak church, yetcongregation
very much increased since a beautiful
brick church has been built and opened.
¢ If it were not for the remaining debt,”
the pastor says, ¢ we could be independ-
ent of all aid.”  Stouffville—Rev. B.
‘W. Day. A handsome brick church in
progress. S. school flourishing. A Re-
vival longed for, especially to reach the
families of worshippers. 8¢ tland—Rev.
W. Hay, twenty-seven years pastor
(with one year’s interruption). Member-
ship somewhat increased, but no Revi-
val. Sangeen—Indian church on Lake
Huron shore.  Six members added, two
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of them on profession. - One pagan wo-
man baptized. The native preacher has
organized a Pastor’s Bible Class, as a
“Y.M. C. Assoc.” Good can be done
under any name. Preaching well attend-
ed. Toronto, Zion—The financial figures
given are for the year ending 31st De-
cember, 1873 The report of forty-three
added to the church, twenty-five of them
on profession, is cause for greatgratitude.
As the report comes to hand, comes also
word of a precious Revival in the church,
and many soulssaved. A Church Visitor
has been employed for some time, with
satisfaction and success. Toronto, Bond
Street—Marked increase in attendance,
pressing hard on the seating space. Suc-
cessful inauguration of *‘Benevolent
Fund,” for systematic contributions to
denominational objects. Internal peace.
Hearty celebration of ¢¢ Quarter-cen-
tury ” of church’s history ; memorial
volume issued, &c., with handsome gift
to the pastor. S. schools flourishing.
Spiritual life and activity, however,
somewhat lacking. Toronto, Northern—
The year has been one of peace and
progress. Thirty-eight have been re-
ceived into church membership. Thistle-
town—Connected with Pine Grove. A
struggling cause in a decaying village.
A good 8. school steadily maintained.
Tiverton—An isolated rural church, Rev.
N. Mackinnon. The old members
mostly Gaelic immigrants. The young
people need more attention. Vankleck
Hill and Hawkesbury—Under Vankleek
Hillin the tables, the figures for Hawkes-
bury are also included. Supplied by a
student for the summer. Vespra—Rural
church connected with Oro. A few
carnest men in conrection. Waterville—
Rev. George Purkis. Much afflicted in
his own body, and with sickness in his
family last year, the pastor now thanks
God for mercy to him and his. One
station dropped, and one, more promis-
ing, begun. Service also at Capelton, a
copper-mining villuge. Five new mem-
bers there. At another station, hearers
mostly Universalists, yet hear with in-
terest. Whithy—Rev. S. T. Gibbs. In
membership and prosperity, this church
had reached a low ebb ; and our brother
labouring there finds it slow and toilsome
work to raise it up again. Only figures
arereported. Watford—Connected with
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Forest. One Sabbath service, three '
weeks out of four. This church and
Ebenezer Church, Warwick, should have
the undivided services of a pastor.
Warwick, Zion—Connected with Forest.
Congregations reported good. No debt.
Warwick, Ebenczer—Same as above.
No financial figures from these three
churches,
W. W. SxiTh,
Statist. Sec.

THE C. C. MissioNARY Sociery held
its annual meeting in different sessions
during the Union meetings.

Wi, Edgar, Esq., was called to the ;
chair, and Mr. C. R. Black was elected
Minute Secretary. In the absence of
the Nev. H. Wilkes, D.D., Secretary-
Treasurer, the annual report was pre-
sented by the Home Secretary, Rev. J.
Wood. Thanks were presented in the
Report to the Colonial Miss. Society, for
the aid they still continued to render ;
and it was stated that, instead of dimin-
ishing their grant by £350 annually as
the Colonial Society had been doing for
some few years past, they had now made
us the same offer as they have made to
Australia, viz., to grant 20 per cent. of
what we now raise among ourselves,
The receipts from our own sources for
the past year, and the expenditure on
the different districts are as follows :—

Western district, $859 $1,350

Middle do 1,112 1,550
Eastern do 766 1,505
Quebec do 1,003 653
NS.&N.Bdo 1,104 1,553

There is, therefore, a total increase of
$132 over the previous year, notwith-
standing a legacy of $100 in the year
1872-3, and the fact that the accounts
were closed earlier this year than usually,
and before all the contributions had been
received.

On motion of Rev H. D. Powis,
seconded by Rev. W. Hay, the follow-
ing officers were elected for the present
year :—Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. Dr.
Wilkes; Home Secretary, Rev. J.
Wood ; General Committee, Revs. W.
H. Allworth, W. Manchee, J. Unsworth,
S. N. Jackson, M.D., K. M. Fenwick,
C. Chapman, M.A., H. D.§Powis, R. K.
Black, C. Duff, W. Williams ; Messrs.




A. Alexander, James Fraser, G. S. Fen-
wick P. Christie, and C. R. Black.

The District Secretaties were also ap-
pointed :—Western District, Rev.
Alworth; Middle District, Rev. Jas. Uns-
worth ; Eastern District, Rev. K. M.
Fenwick ;: Quebec District, Rev. A.
Duff ; N.S. and N.B. District, Rev. R.
K, Black.

. In discussing the motion for the elec-
{tion of officers, Rev. W. Hay said he
-fithought the churches were not all taking
that interest in the suciety which they
ought. The old stations were not being
‘sustained properly, and these must not
[ be allowed to suffer for the sake of new
icauses.

. Rev. W. H. Allworth also complained
ithat some of the churches were not col-
“lecting as much as they did fifteen years
‘ago. Our churches were not increasing
‘w0 rapidly as they ought—nothing like
,80 rapidly as our sister churches in the
: Western States.

. Mr. D. Higgins stated that the friends
:in Britain who had been so kindly aid-
:ing us, and who offered anew to continue
“their aid in another form, still did not
‘fully understand our condition in this
ficountry. As we were so closely con-
inected with Britain, and were continu-
;ally receiving immigrants from thence
.who were anxious to find Congregational
(Churches here, we had yet a strong
imoral claim on them.

i Rev. R. Brown suggested that some
iof our pastors spend part of their holi-
¢days in our destitute fields; this would
ibe recreation to them.

Rev. W. W, Smith thought the mis-
{:sionary society should make a small
. 'gspec'ga.l grant to missionary pastors for
“Yioutside work. This is done successfully
Jiin other parts.

Ik Mr. P.S. Martin thought the interest
Jtof our annual missionary meetings would
Jtbe much improved if some agent or de-
tputation from the society could preach
fon the Sabbath preceding the week dur-
ting which the missionary meeting would
¢be held.

4% Rev. W. Williamsstated thathis church
#(Sheftield, N.B.) allowed him to spend
very fourth Sabbath at a missionary
H{istation, without any diminution of his
Tsalary. He recommended other churches
*Jgto follow this example.

——

o oo

o
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H. four persons to represent the distriet of

Rev. C. Duff moved, seconded by Rev'
J. Wood, That, hereafter, the Union of
N.S, and N.B. be invited to nominate

the Lower Provinces on the General
Committe. Carried.

Notice of motion was made by Rev.
J. Wood, and the motion adopted at a
subsequent session, That Art. V. of the
constitution he amended by the addition
of the words ““at least” after ‘ three
members,” so as to allow the committee
to increase their representation from the
districts where they may see need of it.

It was at this stage of the meeting that
the Rev. H. Marling presented the pro-
posal already agreed to, of the * C. In-
dependent Publishing Co.,” in reference
to joint action in employing an agent to
do the wark of both parties. The dis-
cussion resulted in the following motion
by Rev. W. H. Allworth, which was
carried without dissent :—* That this
society favour the proposal of the Pub-
lishing Company, and co-operate with
them in this movement, offering on our
part a sum not exceeding $600 towards
the maintenance of such an agent.”

At an adjourned session, with the Rev.
Prof. Cornish in the chair, a recommend-
ation was presented from the Western
District Committee, that the rule adopted
last year respecting young men who had
not enjoyed the advantage of a colle-
giate course be reconsidered. A motion
was first made that the rule, or the
expression of opinion by the society, be
still left on record, but that the par-
ticular case of Listowel be committed
to the discretion of the Western Com-
mittee. It being thought, however,
that as similar cases to that one
mentioned would be coming forward,
and a continued agitation be kept up,
leave for reconsideration was granted.
An amendment to the rule was then pre-
sented, to the effect that missionary
churches wishing the settlement of such
persons as pastors, would be expected '
to advise with the local committees in |
reference to their literary and other |
qualifications before proceeding to ordi- !
nation.

It was thought, however, that some
such opinion as that expressed last year |
should be recorded, at the same time |
that the merits of special cases be allowed i
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full consideration, and the following re-
solution was carried :— ‘¢ That a motion
having been introduced tc¢ substitute a
statement of opinion for that contained
on page 10 of the Missionary Socicty’s
record for last year, itis hereby resolved
that the original statement be re-af-
firmed, with the instruction that the
District Committe always allow it to
have full weight in their deliberations in
any given cage.”

A few additions were made to the
General Committee according to the
Amended Article, No. V.; and the
Society adjourned.

THE C.C. IND1AN MISSIONARY SOCIETY
held their annual meeting on Thursday
afternoon, 11th June. Rev. F. H.
Marling, President, occupied the Chair,
and Rev. W. Williams was chosen Mi-
nute Secretary. The Annual Report,
read by the Acting Secretary, Rev. W.
W. Smith, spoke of success. Some of
the incidents related by the Missivnaries
were very interesting. The poor half-
clad children in the school of Miss Baylis
had contributed 53 cents to the Bible
Society. A new Boat had been built for
the Mission, costing about $150. They
regretted having lost the services of Dr.
Jackson in the Secretarial, but they had
no alternative. Rev. W, W. Smith had
heen appointed temporarily to fill his
place. The Agent, Rev. R. Robinson isto
continue his Summer Visitations and ex-
plorations, and devote the Winters to
collecting. A Native teacher would be
settled at once in the western extrenity
of Manitolin Island. Miss Baylis had
gone to Spanish River again for the
fourth time. "The Indian Church at
Saugeen was more promising than ever.

Rev. C. Chapman, M.A., moved the
adoption of the Report, and said that
Miss Baylis’ devoted labours claimed our
warmest sympathies and most carnest
prayers. While we admire her courage,
we should, if possible, have another
missionary stationed rear her to ensure
her personal safety, and give ready as-
sistance when required. He spoke of
the difficulties of the mission, in the
wandering habits of the tribes, the bane-
ful influence of bad whites, and the op-
position of R. Catholics. The Society
had practised rigid economy in their
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expenditure. The poor Indians had a
special claim on us as Congregationalists,
since it was members of our denomina-
tion who first drove them back from
New England, and occupied their lands,
The motion was seconded, and the Re-
port adopted.

Prof. Cornish withdrew his motion of
which he gave notice last year, in re-
ference to the Amalgamation of the In-
dian, with our Home Missionary Saciety.
As this Society had prepared a Special
Report on the subject, stating the rea-
sons why it was desirable to keep the
two Societies separate, this report was
adopted.

The Treasurer reported that the Re-
ceipts and Expenditure amounted to
nearly the same as last year, and there
was now in hand about §560.

|
|
1

|
!
|
|
!
!
|
|
|
|

Oflicers appointed for next year are :— .

Rev. F. H. Marling, President; Vice- ,

Presidents—Revs. W. Clarke, C. Chap-
man, S. N Jackson, J. A. R. Dickson,

and Mr. George Hague. Secretary—
Rev. W. W. Smith; Treasurer—Mr.

James Fraser. Directors — Revs. R.
Robinson, J. Unsworth, H. Sanders,
B. W. Day; Messrs. D. Higgins, J.
Nickson, B. A. Childs, J. J. Woodhouse,
E. J. Joslin, J. Adams, C. Page, and
J. C. Copp.
The President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and Revs. 8. N. Jackson and J. A. R.
Dickson,
Dunnough and W. Freeland.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE oF B.N A.

Executive Committee— |

Auditors — Messrs. J. Me- '

—The Amnual Meeting of the Subscri- ,

bers to the College was held on the
Morning of Friday, 12th June. George

Hague, Esq., was called to the Chan, .

and Rev. J. Salmon, B.A., elected Mi
nute Secretary. After devotional ex-

ercises, Prof. Cornish, LL.D., Secretary,
read the Annual Report. The session

had opened with an interesting gather-
ing addressed by a number of brethren

from England, and was clored with an

address by Rev. John Fraser. Applica-
tion for admission had been .nade by
tive candidates, three for the fall course.
Four had been admitted, and one had
heen prevented by special circumstances
from attending. Nine had been in at-
tendance through the session ; and one
(Mr. McIntosh; had finished his studies
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:| hands.
| the Churches (this was increased to over
1 §2000 by subscriptions afterwards re-
| ceived.) 8150 had been paid to both
‘| Messrs. Chapman and Fenwick for their
4| valuable services.

##Toronto churches.
| still fixed on the Head of the church, He
i will help us onward. The repurt was

i

and was now settled at Melbourne.
One (Mr. Black) had graduated in Mec-
Gill University with the degree of B.A.
Three had been interupted in their
studies, to some extent, by illness.
Revs. K. M. Fenwick and C. Chapman,
had been again engaged to continue
their services as Lecturers. The dili-
gence of the students, and their pro-
priety of conduct, were commended.
The Rev. J. Fraser had kindly assisted
in the examinations. Mr. Chapman had

“l taken ‘‘ Universal law and Evolution ”
‘| as the topic of his instructions, to show
that the supernatural was based on na-

ture, and reconcileable with inspiration.
Mr. Fenwick’s course had reference to
the Anti-Nicene Theology, and the lay-
ing the foundation for Christian Dogma.
The students had all received training in
clocution from a profesional teacher.
The funds were in a healthy state; a
balance of 8190 was in the Treasurer’s
$1817 had been contributed by

The Endowment
Fund had reached $17,000, exclusive of
the sum offered by the Colonial Suciety.
The Principal was now in England, and

)| was authorised to collect for this vbject.

In seconding the adoption of the re-

i port, Rev. W. Clarke said we had great
)} reason for being encouraged with our

college, especially when we trace back
its history to its small beginning in
Dundas, in 1839. Out of 70 students
who had been educated in it, 49 were
still labouring. How the Rev. John
Roaf, who placed the first student under
Mr. Lillie’s care at Brantford, would
have rejoiced to see this. As svon as
i we get free from the college endowment,
which is happily improving, we must pro-
ceed with a building. 1t is pleasant to
*see three of onr alumni filling the three
If we keep our eye

| adopted.
According to notice given by Dr. Cor-

f nish last year, that § 1, chap. 1L, of by-

laws and regulations be altered, by sub-

:i?stituting the words fifteen and twenty
i for the words ten and fifteen respectively,
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the motivn was now made and adopted,
and the number of directors increased
from ten to tifteen.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick gave notice of
motion that the by-laws and regulations
be so amended at next annual meeting,
as to provide for the annual meeting of
the directors at the same time and place
as that of the annual meeting of the cor-
puration, and that an executive may be
appointed to transact interim business
at Montreal.

Rev. H. Sanders moved, ¢ That this
meeting rejoices in the growing cfticiency
and success of the college in the import-
ant work of educating its alumni for the
ministry in the churches of our denomi-
nation throughout the Dominion, and
desires to commend it to their prayerful
sympathy and liberal support, that its
efticiency may be still further promoted.”

He said he supposed that Montreal
was doubtless the proper place for the
college, while we had but one; but he
houped the time would come when we
would also have one for Ontario and an-
other for the Maritime Provinces. Train-
ing is necessary. Anyone can see the
prospective of a street, but no one could
put it on paper unless trained in the
rules of perspective. Soour college trains
us hvw to think. He had every reason
to believe that our college was well con-
ducted, and that it could be commended
to the sympathies of our churches
throughout the Dominion. He believed
in endowment for educational purposes,
but not for religious.

The motion was seconded by Rev. J.
Salmon, B.A.| and carried.

It was moved by the Rev. Charles
Duff, seconded by the Rev. John Wood,
and carried, ‘‘ That the cordial thanks
of this curporation be given to the Colo-
nial Missionary Society for its continu-
ous genervus aid to the college, to the
liberal donors and subscribers to the
Endowment Fund, and to thuse gentle-
.«¢n who, by their wise liberality, have
enabled the college to offer prizes for
competition to the students.”

Rev. J. Fraser moved, seconded by
the Rev. J. T. Byrne, “ That humbly
recognising the solemn truth that, with-
out the blessing and guidance of the
Great Head of the Church, no human
plans and efforts can be crowned with
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success ; this meoting récommends the
observance of the second Sunday in Oc-
tober as a day for special prayer by the
churches on behalf of the college.”

Mr. Frasor, in moving the resolution,
appealed strongly to the churches for
prayer, especially for the piety of the
students. Even ministers had become
sceptical for the want of true piety.
Tho constraining influence of the spirit
makes men prefer to be poor in the
ministry to being rich in any other call-
g,

The resolution was adopted.

Moved by Rev. S. N. Jackson, M.D.,
secuiided by Frof. Cornish, LL.D., and
resolved, ¢‘ That the Board of Directors
be requested to consider the advisability
of increasing the number of lecturers.”

The meeting was then adjourned by
prayer.

Tue Provipent Funp Sociery held
its annual meeting, June 12th, Mr. W.
Edgar, in the chair, and Rev. B. W,
Day, minute secretary. Several by-laws
were amended. The annual report was
then read by Mr. C. R. Black, secretary
to the Board. Sufficient funds had not
been subscribed to make the Retiring
Pastors’ Branch operative, only 8350 to-
wards the 82000 necessary having been
raised. During the past year no deaths
have occurred among the Beneficiaries,
and the amount annually subscribed by
churches does not indicate thatinterest in
the work that should be felt. The fin-
ancial condition of the Widows’ and
Orphang’ Branch is encouraging the net
increase to the capital during the year
being 8800, while the assets stand at
$14,050.

The following are the Board of Direc-
tors for the ensuing year ; Messrs. P.
W.Wood, J. C. Barton, James Baylis,
R. C. Jamieson, J. 8. McLaughlin, J.
D. Dougall, R. Dunn, L. Cushing, Jr.,
W. Mocdie, C. R. Black. A notice of
motion to the following effect was made :
Any Beneficiary members leaving the
inistry or the denomination, or ceasing
to be in good standing, shall thereby for-
feit all claim upon the fund unless he
has been & member for five years ; but
after having paid in for five years annual
subscriptions, he shall have the privilege
of withdrawing from the Society, and
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receiving as surrender value of his claim
on its funds two-fifths of the amount of
premium paid in by him.

Seven new Beneficiary members were
reccived into the Society, and the Board
of Dircctors were recommended to em-
ploy a collecting agent to secure $2000
necessary to make the Retiring Pastors’
Fund Branch operative.

MontreAL ZioN CuURCH.—At the
monthly business meeting of Zion
Church, last evening, a communication
from the Rev. Mr. Stevenson, of Rea-
ding, England, accepting the call to the
joint pastorate of the church, and stat-
ing that he would leave England s0 as
to arrive in Montreal about the middle
of September, was read. A motion in
favour of securing the Gymnasium,
which, it had been previously ascer-
tained, could be fitted up without any
great expense to give good accommoda-
tion to six hundred, as a temporary place
of worship on Sundays, was passed, and
the Finance Committee were instructed
to take immediate steps to raise a build-
ing fund for a new church edifice.—
Watness, June 4.

Tue Rev. W. H. Heu pE Bourck
has, we understand, brought his new
and beautiful sanctuary nearly to a state
of completion. Though the members of
his church and congregation have nobly
done their utmost, and several of the
larger sister churches have generously
lent a helping hand, they are now in ;
debt to the amount of between three and
four thousand dollars, which seriously
cripples a church, which in the past, has
been so feeble. The pastor has once .
more taken the pilgrim’s staff in hishand,
and is this time visiting some of our sis-
ter churches in the United States, with
the assurance of their sympathy and co-
operation. 'We wish him abundant
success. |

BrockviLLE CHURCH. — For many
weeks back, workmen have been busy
with our church ; the old unsightly pews
have been lowered and remodelled, the
doors removed, and the whole interior
of the building cleaned and painted.
The alterations, which represent nearly
$400, have received the approval of all,
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and evuked an unusual spirit of liber-
ality. On Sunday, May 17th, re-open-
ing services were held by Rev. G. Me-
Ritchie, (Wesleyan,) and the Rev. Chas.
Chapman, M.A., of Montreal.—Com.

KiNastoN. — A second Congregational
Church has been formed in the City of
Kingston by twenty-five members, who

| were previously connected with Mr. Fen-
wick’s church. We understand they
" have planted themselves in a part of the

1 city comparatively destitute of the means

of grace, and are gradually gathering a
congregation. The Rev. Wm. M. Pea-
cock has been called to the pastorate,
but we cannot say whether he has de-
finitely accepted or not. A lady not

27

connected with the Congregational de-
nomination has generously promised !
81,000 towards a new church building.

|

Miss Emma Bavwuls has once more |
gone to her Misgsion Station at Spanish i
River Mills, where she reports her safe |
arrival and glad welecome.  The people |
had been without religious services since
she left them last fall, and were glad to
gather unce more in the Mission-house
for such exercises,

Rev. RicHanp Lrwis's address is
now Hubbardston, Tania County Michi.
gan, he having accepted a call to the
pastorate of the First Congregational
Church of that place.

|
|
|
|
|
|

@ffacral,

ConereEGAaTIONAL COLLEGE oF B. N.
A.—(1) The Session of 1874-5 will be

| opened with the usual public service in

Zion Church, on Wednesday, September
16th.
(2) The Matriculation Examination in

| McGill University will begin on Tues-
‘| day, September 14th, at 9 am.
i| proved candidates for the full course are
| required to present themselves at the
i same.

Ap-

(3) Candidates for admission into the
College are requested to forward to the
Secretary, at as early a date as possible,
their applications, that there may be

iI ample time for necessary correspondence

previous to the opening of the Session.
" (4) The Examination for the Prizes
: now offered for competition tv the stu-

3, dents of the College, will begin on Octo-
iff ber 1st.
I to the Secretary on or before that date.

All essays must be forwarded

George Corxism, LL.D.,
Secretary.
MoNTREAL, June 22nd, 1874.

ProvIDENT FUND.—On behalf of the
Provident Fund Society I beyg to ac-
knowledge receipt of the following :

Guelph Church W. & O. Fund
Branch.....ocoveviiiiniiiniin.
Do. Pastors’ Retiring Fund !
Branch......coocoviuvininiiinnn.n
‘ Anonymous Friend,” for W. i
and O. Fund Branch............
Do. P. R. Fund Branch Thank* !
Offering......cocoevvvinnniiiiiinnnnns 20 00|

$60 00

i
CHas. R. Brack, |

Secretary. !

MoNTREAL, 18th June, 1874. ]
i
|
1

LaBrapor MissioN. — The Ladies’
Missionary Association of Zion Church
beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the |
following surs received for this mrission: |
Montreal Zion Church 8. S, .... 830 00 |
Guelph 8. S. .. . 33 50 ,

South Caledon Church............ 300

|

$66 50 |

Mgrs. H. SANDERS, !
i

1

|

|

Treasurer.
Box 9275 P. O.
Mox~TREAL, 19th June, 1874.
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. All hail to the Spring ! She comes forth in her

gladness,
And breathes on the earth, lying barren and

Hare;
She bids her arise from her long night of sad-

ness,
I And work for the beautiful robes she must

wear.

She looks on the waters, so cold and so still,
And swiftly the ft,ttcrs of ice pass away ;
A onw, Jo‘yvub life, Uiell vasi depuits seems to

They sparkle and dance in the warm sunny
ray.

She trips through the forest, her soft wooing
breath

Lures tender young leaves to the branches
above ;

. She whispers sweet tales to the blossoms be-

neath,

, That look up and smile at the voice that they

love,

All hail to the Spring time ! now swift ships
are gliding

Across our broad lakes, heavy-laden with
store ;

Kind breezes are wafting, and commerce is
guiding,

And {nerahants are counting their gains on the
shore.

But hark ! o’er the waters an echo is stealing,

From mountain to c¢liff it has sounded afar;

"Iis a sad human cry, want and darkness re-
vealing—

A voiee from the midnight that longs for a
star,

.

"Tis a wail from poor folks sunk in sin and in
SOTTOW,
Vvt]x little to brighten, withlittle to cheer;
No glad thouy shts to- -day, and no hopes for the
MOrrow ;
How dismal their present—their future how
drear!

We live in the sunshine, and joy in its light,
Have comforts below, and a heaven above ;
Alas ! for the heathen, far out in the night,
Who never were warmed by the beams that
we love !

And yet the (le'mr Saviour who died on the
tre
Who stooped, in the might of His infinite

ove.

To bnng heaven’s gladness to you, and to me,

Has room for these souls in His mansions
above.

Perchance there is many a fair precious gem,

Hid deep from our eyes 'neath the Indians’
dark skin,

‘Which some day shall shine in our Lord’s
diadem,

All p?lhhcd, and cleansed from its earth-stain
of sin

‘Where then are the hands that shall work for
their Lord,
In secking those jewels Christ suffered to

Oh! g\ﬂwr.- arethe hearte that their vows chall
record,

To strive for this end of His grief
pain ?

and His

We stay not for cost in the things that may
please us ;
We pay for our comforts, and think them too

ew ;
Ah ! so mauch for self ! and so little for Jesus !
Dear Lord! make our hearts and our money
thine too !
MARIE.
OwexN Souxn,
May 18th, 1874.

A TENTH FOR THE LORD.
BY BLIND HOHANNES.

Miss West, of Harpoot, preserved the
following notes of a sermon which she
heart irom this blind preacher—a
graduate of the Harpoot Seminary, in
connection with the American Missions
in Turkey, and called, from his know-
ledge of Scripture, the ‘“ Walking Con-
cordance.”

¢“The preacher commenced his dis-
course by repeating that striking pas-
sage in Malachi, ‘¢ Will a man 7ob God ?
Yet ye have robbed me : but ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee?! 1In
tithes and offerings,” &c. He then told
us that he proposed to show from the
Word of God that the giving of a tenth
to the Lord was a prlmmve institution,
attended with great benefits and bless.
ings to the givers, and perpetuated and
enforced under the new dispensation no
less than the old. ‘‘Open your Bibles,”
he said, *‘ al the 14th chapter of Genesis,
and let some one read the 18th and 20th
verses.” Bibles were instantly opened
all over the house, and the passage read,




G s v -

R R N T

2
3

3

in clear tones, by one of the congrega-
tion. ‘* Abraham gave tithes to Mel-
chizedek,” said the preacher, *‘more
than 400 years before the giving of the
law to Moses ;:—Abraham, the father of
the faithful, whose children the Jews
gloried in being—Abraham, whom even
Moslems honour and called the blessed.”

« Now turn to the 28th chapter and
read the 20th, 21st, and 22nd verses.”
Jacob’s vow was read, concluding with
the words, ¢ And of all that thou shalt

)| give me, 1 will surely give tho tenth to
{| thee.” He then rapidly drew the con-

trast between Jacob’s going to Padan-
aram—alone, and in utter destitution—

| and the return, with his flocks, and herds,

and camels, men-servants and maid-ser-
vants. ‘¢ And now,” he said, ‘“open at
the 27th of Leviticus, and read the 30th
verse. ¢ And all the tithe of the land is
the Lord’s,’—nine-tenths for yourselves,
but one-tenth is holy unto the Lord.

| Open at Numbers xviil. and read the

20th, 21st, 26th, 28th and 29th verses.”

2| Hohannes then said, the Levites who
‘| ministered in the house of the Lord,
‘| were to have no part or inheritance in

the land, for the tithes of the people
were to be their inheritance ; and of
these tithes, they were to offer a tenth to
the Lord, ‘““even of all the best thereof !”

1 ¢““Read Deut. xiv. 22, and xxvi. 12.
| See the abundant provision made, not

only for the Levites, but also for the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.

‘| Read also 2 Chron. xxxi. 4, 10, where

the people are described as obeying the
command of God, and bringing in abund-
antly of the increase of the land. And
the chief priest answered king Hezekiah,
when he questioned him concerning the
heaps—* Since the peopie began to bring
the offerings into the house of the Lord,
we have had enough to eat, and have
: left plenty ; for the Lord hath blessed
- his people, and that which is left is this

:f great store.””

J ¢“Now read Nehemiah xiii. 10th, 13th,
2} and 14th verses.
"t The people no longer gave tithes ;—the
it house of the Lord was desecrated, and

Mark the contrast!

the Levites had forsaken their sacred

it office, and fled, every one to his own

FIELD !’  And now,” said the preacher,
‘“we will turn to the new dispensation.
Open at the 23d of Matthew and read

HOME AND SCHOOL.
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23d verse: ‘These ought ye to have

done, and not to leave the other undone,’
are our blessed Saviour’s words to the .

Scrihes and Pharisces, Yo du well to

pay tithes,—it is your duty,—but yc

ought also to do judgment, mercy, and !
faith. Now turn to Luke xi. 42, “ Woe |

unto you Pharisces, for ye tithe . . .

all manner of herbs, and pass over
judgment and the love of God: these
ought ye to have done, and not to leave -

the other undone.’ Read Luke ii1.7-12

‘Bring forth fruits worthy of repent-

»r»

aince,’ ” repeated the preacher,

“John :

the Baptist was a cunnecting ik be-

tween the Jewish and the Gospel dis-
pensations, and he spake as he was
moved by the Spirit of God,—¢ Now also
is the axe laid at the 1rouf of the tree.

What tree ? It was nothing less than the .

tree—rovt—of self and selfishuess ! What

this good fruit is, he tells usin the 11th :

verse : ‘ He that hath two coats, let him
impart to him that hath none; and he
that hath meat (food), let him do like-
wise.” Where now remains the tenth ?”’
he exclaimed. ¢‘Under the new dis-
pensation, not one-tenth merely, but
one-HALF i8 required!” (At this an-
nouncement there was an evident sensa-
tion in the audience; many a ace
lighted up with a smile, as the electric
current shot through the assembly).
The preacher continued : ‘“ Read now
the 6th of Luke, 38th verse : ¢ Give and
it shall be given unto you’—the where-
withal to give ! Shut your hand and
yonr heart, and you shut the windows
of heaven ; you keep back the blessing

of God. See what Christ says in Luke
xii. 33: ¢Sell that ye have and give

alms,’” &c., which means—consider your-
selves as stewards of God’s grace on the
earth . sceking your inheritance in the
world to come. You are to set light
store by your earthly possessions, and
lay up treasure in heaven. Now read
Luke xiv. 33.” Slowly and solemnly
the preacher repeated the words of the
Master,—*¢ ¢ So likewise, whosoever he
be of you that forsaketh not avy that he

hath, he canyor be my disciple !> Ah!:
ny brethren,” he said, it is not merely ;
a tenth, or even alaulf of our worldly :

possessions that Christ claims, it is our
a1l ! Think upon the meaning of those
words. It is thus He speaks to you:
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If you wish to be my disciple, you muest
count the cost! You cannot serve two
masters. You must give up everything
that the children of this world seek
after. You must hold yourselves «loof
from your earthly possessions (the
Armenian version of the text quoted
from Luke xiv. 33), holding to them
lovsely, setting your affections on things
above. Your comfort, pleasure, honour,
ease, yea, your tery life, you must esteem
as nothing in comparison withmy service !
And in thus losing «ll you will find aLL,
and that for ever.

¢ Open your Ribles at Matthow xix.
29, and Mark x. 29, and read the glo-
rious promise to those who truly ‘forsake
all’ for Christ and his cause. See,” ex-
claimed Hohannes, ‘‘how rich the re-
ward ! A hundred-fold in this life, and
life everlasting beside! Now open at
Luke xix., read from the 2nd to the 10th
verse. Note the words of Zaccheus:
‘The half of my goods I give to the poor,’
—and mark the answer of our Saviour.
But what, say you, is salvation to be
bought with money f  We all know that
it is ¢ without money, without price.’
Why then this blessing upon Zaccheus ?”
‘* Because,” answered one of the con-
gregation, ¢ the giving was the fruit of
his faith!” ¢ Yes,” rejoined the
preacher, ‘¢ Zaccheus brought forth frait
worthy of true repentance, and im-
mediately received the promised bless-
ing.

% Now let me tell you a story. When
I was in the seminary, our teacher was
very anxious that we who were soon to
become pastors should work upon right
principles ; and he often talked to us of
our duty, as leaders, to teach the people
to do for themselves. He sometimes
told us of places where much had been
expended by missionaries, and little real
good accomplished, because the people
had not been taught to give for Christ’s
cause. ‘In one little village,” he said,
¢ 40,000 piastres was spent, the people
giving only 50 piastres during thirteen
years! And the work in that place
amounts to nothing to-day, in conse-
quence of this unwise course.’” When
my course of study was finished, I was
appointed to that village. I had no de-
sire to go to that field, but God had so
ordered, and I went. The missionaries
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told me that my wages as a single man
would be 1500 piastres (sixty dollars)
per year, of which the people were to
raise 600 piastres.

¢ Soon after I went there,a neighbour-
ing pastor came over to the village, and
we held a meeting with the brethren.
They had with difficulty subscribed 50¢
piastres per year. I told them the mis-
sionaries had said they would raise 600.
¢ Never ! they exclaimed, ‘we cannot
raise another para !  And Pastor M.
said it was impossible—they were too
poor. ¢ Where then shall I get my other
hundred !’ I usked,  We will help you
from our place,’ he answered.

¢ That night I thought much on the
subject. I said to myself—¢Suppose
the American Board should withdraw
its support from this and other feeble
churches, what will become of them 1’
And I prayed: O Thou who knowest
all things, and with whom are all plans,
show thy ignorant servant how thy king-
dom can best be established in this land.’
And it seemed to me that a voicesaid, in
my soul—*It can be done, by giving one
i every ten !> When 1 thought it over,
it occurred to me to test it first in my
own case. One-tenth of my 1500 per
year would be 150 piastres. ‘No!’ |
said, ‘I can’t give as much as that; I
should suffer for it.” But when I came
to take it out of every month’s allowance,
it did not seem so much. ‘One-tenth of
my 125 per month, will be 12} paistres ;
I can do it,’ T said, ‘and I will, even if
I have to pinch a little !’ Pastor ~——
visited us about that time, and I laid
the subject before him. ‘It can be done,’
he said, ‘and it must be. I will give a
tenth of my salary.” And so said
“Preacher ——, who also came over.
¢ Well, then,’ I said, ¢ do you think that
it will do for me to lay it before the
brethren 2> ¢ Yes,” they replied, ‘itis
the best thing you can do.” So I pre-
pared myself and preached to the peo-
ple on the next Sabbath. The Lord
blessed his own word. They accepted it.
When we made a rough estimate it ap-
peared that their fenths would amount
to more than my entire salary ! ¢ Why.
how is this?’ they all said; ‘it was sv
hard before, but now it comes very easy,
and is truly pleasant.’

¢“To show you how God blessed that
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little flock, I mention one case. One of
the brethren had a vegetable garden,
which the Turkish official had estimated
at 900 piastres, taxing him 90 piastres,
Others said it was too much ; it would
not produce that amount. But mark
the fulfilnent of the promise in Malachi
iii. 10. That brother sold 3000 piastres’
worth of vegetables, besides what was
caten by a household of thirty-two per-
sons, and given away, amounting to full
3000 more. Others were also blessed,
and all acknowledged that they had
never known a year of such prosperity.
The people not oniy supported their
preacher and school-teacher, but also

‘| paid over 2000 piastres for other pur-
| poses.”

The preacher was about to close his

1 discourse when a member of the con-
| gregation arose and asked permission to
)| say afew words.

¢“1 have learned,” he
said, ‘‘from one of the missionaries,
another truth which has great weight in
this giving of one-tenth of our income to
the Lord. Under the old dispensation,

| the Jews were only required to care for

their own nation, but under the new

‘| dispensation the command is, ¢ Go ye
_| into all the world and preach the Gospel
‘| to every creature!’ Therefore a tenth
‘| is not enough for Christians to give.”

To this the preacher responded: “ A
tenth is the very least that a disciple of
Christ can give. Over and above that,
he should give as God prospers him.”
¢ And now,” he added, ‘“let us seek
the aid of the Holy Spirit, that we, and
all our offerings, may find acceptance
before God.”

Miss West adds :—it was worth much
to see and hear one who had been so
evidently taught of the Spirit, and made
the honoured instrument of laying anew
foundation-stone for the building of
Christ's church throughout the world !
For thenew ray of light that dawned in
thatobscure village of Armenia, two years
since, has begun to radiate from many
distant points, and we believe that it
will solve the problem of the support of
Christian institutions in all lands, and

4l hasten the day when the earth shall be

filled with the glory of God. Wellmay
every worker in foreign lands say, with
Jesus : ““1 thank thee, O Father, Lord

%] of heaven and earth, because thou hast
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hid these things from the wise and pru-
dent and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in thy sight.”

RUSSIA.

A fashionable paper at St. Peters-
burg, the Grashdanin, expresses great
alarm at the spread of Protestantism in
Russia. In an article entitled, ¢ A
new Apostle in the Grand Monde of St.
Petersburg,” it deseribes the enthusias-
tic attachment with which Lord Rad-
stock (who is the ‘‘new apostle”) has
inspired the aristocratic circles of the
capital. The ladies of the nobility, says
the writer, daily send him dozens of in-
vitations to religious conferences, go in
crowds to hear his sermons in the Ameri-
can Church, and sing English psalms
with him in his own language. The
Grashdanin says that it would not have
alluded to these matters if what is done
by the mothers of the future supporters
of the State, and by persons occupying
eminent positions in Russian Society,
were not of the highest importance to
their children and their subordinates.
The example of the highest classes, it
adds, is apt to have a strong influence
on the country generally. Already in
Southern Russia whole villages have
virtually gone over to the Protestant re-
ligion by forming themselves into a sect
named the ¢ Sundiests,” and a semi-
nary has been formed at Berlin for
training Protestant missionaries tc con-
vert the Russians.— British Messenger.

TO REMEMBER HER BY.

A company of poor children, who had
been gathered out of the alleys and
garrets of the city, were preparing for
their departure to new and distant homes
in the West. Just before the time of
starting of the cars, one of the boys was
noticed aside from the others, and ap-
parently very busy with a cast-off gar-
ment. The superintendent stepped up
to him, and found that he was cutting a
small piece out of the patched linings.
It proved to be his old jacket, which,
having been replaced by a new one, had
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been thrown away. There was no time
to be lost :

¢“ Come, John, come,” said the super-
intendent, ‘“what are you going to do
with that old piece of calico 7

¢ Please, sir,” said John, ““I am cut-
ting it to take with me. My dead mother
put the lining into this old jacket for
me. This was a piece of her dress, and
it is all I have to remember her by.”

And as the poor boy thouglt of that
dear mother’s love, and of the sad death-
scene in the garret where she died, he
covered his face with his hands and
sobbed as if his heart would break. But
the train was about leaving, and John
thrust the little piece of calico into his
bosom to remember his mother by, hur-
ried into a car, and was soon far away
from the place where he had seen so
much sorrow.

Little readers, are your mothers still
spared to you ? Will you not show your
love by obedience ? That little boy who
loved so well, we are sure obeyed. Bear
this in mind, that if you should one day
have to look upon the face of a dead
mother, no thought would be so bitter as
to remember that you had given her pain
by your wilfulness or disobedience-—
Old School Presbyterian.

—

THE LOGIC OF A HOLY LIFE.

Some years ago, a young man who gave
clear evidence that he was truly a sub-
ject of the regenerating grace of God,
was asked what had led to the change in
him, as he had been wild and thought-
less. Was it any sermon or book that
had impressed hm? He promptly an-
swered ““ No!” ¢ What was it, then?
Did any one speak to you specially on the
subject of religion ’”’ The same response
wasg given. ‘¢ Will you then state what
first led you to think of your soul’s eter-
nal welfare ?” The reply was, ¢ 1live at
the same boarding-house and eat at the
same table with J. Y.” ¢ Well, did he
ever talk with you about your soul?”
““ No, never till I sought an interview
with him,” was the reply. *But,” he
continued, ‘‘there wasa sweetness in his
disposition, a heavenly mindedness, a
holy aroma about his whole life and
demeanour, that made me feel that he
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had a source of comfort, and peace, and
happiness, to which T was a stranger.
There was a daily beauty in his life that
made m ugly. Ibecame moreand more
dissatisfied with myself every time I saw
him ; and though, as I said, he never
spuke to me on the subject of personal
religion till I myself sought the inter-
view, yet his whole life was a constant
sermon to me. He was ‘a living epistlo,’
speaking by actions.soclearly that I could !
resist no longer ; and accordingly I went
and sought an interview with him. We
held repeated conversations with each
other, Then he pointed me to Jesns
Christ, prayed with me, counselled me,
watched over me.” :

A HIGHER HAND.

A little boy sat in front of his father, -
and held the reins which controlled a
restive horse. Unknown to the boy, they ,
passed around him, and were also in the |
father’s hand. He saw occasion to pull !
one of them. With artless simplicity the ;
child looked around, saying, ¢ Father, I
thought 1 was driving : but I'm not, am
I 2 ” !
Thus is it often with men, who think
they are shaping a destiny which a higher |
Hand than theirs is really fashioning. |

|

DIVINE PROVIDENCE.

A poor traveller called upon a certain |
good man, named Fenneberg, to borrow '
three dollars : this was the whole amount '
of money possessed by this modern ;
Nathaniel ; but as the poor traveller,
asked for it in the name of Jesus, helent |
him all he had, even to the last penny. |

Some time after, being in absolute
want himself, he remembered the fact
while at prayer, and with childlike faith ,
and simplicity, hesaid: ““O Lord, I have |
lent Thee three dollars, and Thou hast |
not given them back to me, though Thou ;
knowest how urgently I need them; I ,
pray Thee to return them to me.” The
very same day a letter arvived contain-
ing money, which Gossner delivered to,
the good man, with these words: ¢ Here, |
8ir, you receive what you advanced.”,
The letter contained two hundred dol-,
lars which were sent to him by a rich
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| man, at the solicitation of t!}c poor trav-
4 eller to whom he had lent his all.  Fen-
7 neberg, quite overcome with surprise,
" said in his childlike way : Oh, dear Lord,
11 one vannot say a single word to Thee,
| without being put to shame.”—Life of
| Pustor Gossner.

FIT FOR—WHAT PLACE?

Tt is related of the distinguished Rev.
Dr. Bellamy that he had seasons of deep
despundency, when he was confident he
was going to hell. His brethren often
laboured with him in vain.

One day, after all reasoning had failed,
one of the ministers said to him : ““ Well,
brother, you know more about yourself
than wedo. To usyou appear very well;
_ but after all, you may be a whited sepul-
" chre—beautiful outside, but inwardly
- full of corruption. If so, you will go to
hell. I should like, however, to know
what you will do when you get there !”
. ‘“Dol” cried the Dostor, with great
* animation and emphasis; ‘“what will I
do. 1 will vindicate the law of God, and
set up prayer meetings.”

All right,” said the brother; *‘but in
that case the devil will not keep you
there ; he will soon turn you out as un-
fitted for his place and company.’

The Doctor came out of his gloom and
was happy.

|
|
:
|
E

SIN AND CHRI>ST.

i 1f your sing marshal themselves ve-

fore you, oh ! louk to the Saviour! Then
l you will see them trium-hed over.
- David said, *“sin is ever before me ;”
. but in the same book of Psalms he also
. saith, I have set the Lord always be-
fure me,”— Howels.

|
| —
|

! TENDERNESS.

i
We may talk, says Nettleton, of the
. best means of doing good ; but after all,
 the greatest difficulty lies in doing it
in a proper spirit-—speaking the tcuth
in love, in meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves—with the meek-
ness and gentleness of Christ. I have

known anxious sinners drop the subject,

of rzligicn in consequence of « preacher
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addressing them in an angry tone. 1
never was fit, says Payson, to say a word
to a sinner except when I had a broken
heart myseli, when I was subdued and
melted into tenderness, and felt os
though I had just received pardon to

my own soul, and when my heart was
full of tenderness and pity.

A Scotch corresponlent of The Inte-
rior, sympathising satirically with a .
widowed mother who lives so far from
the church that she cannot send her
children to Sunday-school, moans out :

““Waes me!and will they hae nae
chance to skirl awain sic edifyin’ melcdy
as ‘Oh ! ain’t I glad Pm in this army P
and sic brave hi diddle diddle singing
every Lord’s Day, to the praise o’ Him
‘who sitteth upon the circle o’ the hea-
vens.” And will they never hae a chance
to read sic moral buiks as ‘Red-eyed
Zeke ; or, ‘Death in the ot,” or the
¢ Broken nosed Canibal,” or the ¢ Dread
Mystery o’ Puckerbrush ? Weel, weel,
sin’ ye can na hae a’ these, mak the !
maist o’ what ye possess.” |

THE GosPEL NoT GLooMY.—The gos-
pel gloomy ? It is an anthem from the -
harps of heaven, the music of the river
of life washing its shores on high, and
pouring in cascades from the earth.
Not so cheerful was the song of the
morning stars, nor the shout of the sons
of God so joyful. Gushing from the
fountains of eternal harinony, it was the
first heard on earth in a low tone of
sule n gladness uttered in Eden by the .
Lord God Himself. This gave the key-
note of the gospel song. Patriarchs
caught it up and taught it to the gener-
ations following. It breathed from the
harp of the psalmists, ahd rang like a
clarion from tower and mountain tops as
prephets proclaimed the year of jubilee.
Fresh notes from heaven have enriched
the harmony, as the Lord of Hosts and
His angels have revealed promises, and ,
called on the suffering children of Zion |
to be joyful in their King. From bon-
dage and exile, from dens and caves,
from bloody fields and fiery stikes and
peaceful death-beds, have they answered,
in forces which cheered the disconsolate
and made oppressors shake upon their
thrones ; while sun and moon, and all
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the stars of light, storiny wind fulfilling
His word, the roaring sea and the ful
ness thereof, mountains and hills, fruit-
ful ficlds and all the trees of the wood,
have rejoiced before the Lord and the
coming of His Ancinted, for the redemp-
tion of His people and the glory of s
holy name.—Dr. Hodge.

COME.

During a religious awakening in a
factory village some time ago, a foreman
was awakened, but could not find peace.
His superior sent him a letter, request-
ing him to call at six o’clock. Promptly
he came.  “1 see you believe me,” said
his master. The foreman assented.
¢ Well, see ; here is another letter send-
ing for you by One equally in earnest,”
said his master, holding up aslip of paper
with some texts of Scripture written on
it. He took the paper and began to read
slowly, * Come—unto—Me—all—ye—
that—labour,” etc. His lips quivered,
his eyes filled with *cars ; then he stood
for a few moments, not knowing what to
do. At length he inquired: “Am I
just to believe that in the same way 1
believed your letter?” “Just in the
same way,” rejoined the master. This
expedient was owned of God in setting
him at liberty.

LIVING AMONG THE PROMISES.

¢ The Christian should aim to live
among the Bible promises. Here should
be his home. As Adam lived among the
flowers of Eden, so the regenerated man
should live among the promises with
which the beneficent hand of the Lord
has dotted and fringed the garden of reli-
gion. Heshould open hiseyes and look on
theirmarvellous beauty. He should take
deep inspirations of the atmosphere
which is full of their fragrance. All the
sweetness of life is here, and he should
try to extract it. The higher joys of
existence begin among the promises, and
end in their accomplishment. Here,
then, let every clnld of God abide ; real-
izing these joys; and becoming meet for
still higher, as the years of life run out
into eternity.”

THE Congregationalist concludes an ex-
cellent article entitled, * Ministers like
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other Men,” with the following judicious
advice :

¢¢If your minister, then, does not seem
to be quite perfect, consider whether
you are perfect ; whether you have done
what you easily might have done to
malke him less imperfect ; whether un-
der all the circumstances, he is not
quite as good a man and as faithful a
minister as you yourself would be apt
to be if you were to take his place,
and try your hand at his duties;
and whether, on the whole, instead
of going to your neighbours and getting
up a caucus of disaffection against him,
it wouldn’t be much better to go to him,
speak to him frankly and kindly of the
things whichgrieve you, and, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted—thus
seek to help him to help himself, and to
help you all up tuward heaven.”

SoME cCURIoUs coincidences attend
Bible-reading in public.  Fitzjames
Stephen was recently a candidate for
Parliament from Dundee, and Rev.
George Gilfillan was and of his ardent
supporters. The Sunday before the
election, in the course of his pulpit ser-
vices Mr. Gilfillan read the sixth chapter
of Acts. There was much merriment
when he came to the sixth verse—*‘and
they chose Stephen 7 One morning,
just before the Presidential election of
1860, when Stephen A. Douglas was a
prominent candidate, the Lincoln boys
in a Detroit schonl applavded the master
when he chanced to read from the Bible
‘“ And devout men carried Stephen to !
his burial, and made great lamentation
over him.” :

A METHODIST MINISTER, who lived on -
a small salary, was unable at one time |
to get his quarteily instalment. He
had called a number of times, but each ,
time he had been put off with none. ,
At last he went to his steward and told !
him he must have his money, for his |
family must have the necessaries of life. |
‘ Muney ! ” replied the steward. *You
preach for money? I thought you
preached for the good of souls! ”
*“ Souls !” rejoined the minister. ¢
can’t eat souls ; and if I couid, it would I
take a thousand souls like yours to make ‘
a decent meal.” l




Tue Methodist Recorder tells of a good
brother who is painfully addicted to the
phrase ¢ By the way.” He is also a
very cautious man, not apt to endorse
any sentiment without second thought.
.The other day he was listening to a ser-
smon of whose orthodoxy he was not
|:quite sure, but by which his feelings, as
well as those of the rest of the congre-
sgation, were powerfully affected. At
.the close of a stirriog passage, and after
il the response of his neighbours had been
Jivehemently spoken, just as the preacher
{ was going on with his sermon, the ex-
scited, but cautious saint sang out : By
‘the Way, AMEN !” That must have been
:|*what John Paul calls a ¢ climax.”

A MixisTeR had a negro in his family.
One Sunday, when he was preaching, he
{ happened to lovk into the pew where
’the negro was, and could hardly contain
“himself as he saw the negro, who could
. not read or write a word, scribbling away
“mwost industriously. After meeting he
Jsaid to the negro, ¢ Tom, what were you

.doing in the church !’ ¢ Taking notes,
fmassa; all de gemmen takes notes.”
| ¢“Bring your notes here and let me see
.them.” Tom brought his notes, which
: Jooked more like Chinese than English.
“¢¢ Why, Tom, this is all nonsense.” ‘1
thought so, massa, all the time that you
- was preaching it.”

. No TIME To WASTE IN MAKING MO-
. NEY.—A distingnished man of science
“was once approached by a wealthy prac-
tical man, and urged to turn his great
“puwers to effect in making a fortune.
. To the great surprise of the man of
¢ business, the man of science responded,
t ¢ But, my dear sir, I have no time to
wwaste in making money.”

7 And has the Christian, who is conse-
icrated to the cause and glory of God,
‘has he, can he, have time to waste in
tmaking money?

! A wmINISTER once preached on the
words *¢ The fool hath said in his heart
ther. is no God.” Onleaving the church
he asked one of his hearers what he
thought of that sermon 7 ¢¢ Well,” was
{the hesitating reply. ¢ it was able ; but
isumehow or other I can’t kelp thinking

{there is a God, after all.”

3
¢
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Jouy VARNUM, JR., is a practical
joker. A few Sundays ago, in return-
ing from church, he was cunversing with
his wife on the subject of the sermon,
and remarked that he couldn’t believe
saint and sinner ever dwelt s¢ near to-
gether as the sermon represented. His |
wife intimated that they could, and in-
stanced the following case : *‘ Haven't -
you and I dwely in the same house for
several years 1” This was a square * . |
on John, but he wormed out of it, ...d
closed the case with the following argu-
ment : ‘ Yes, to be sure ; but did 1
ever call you a sinner?” Judgment for .
John, and no appeal.

A CERTAIN TRADESMAN was clevated to
the important pusition of corporal in the |
militia. The next morning he began t. '
practise the manual of arms in the back |
yard, using a hve-handle for a musket.
His wife heard him calling ** Shoulder

Arms !’ “Present Arms !'” ¢ Right-
wheel ! ¢ Forward, March !” and

then the sound of a fall. Sheran to the
window. Her husband had fallen duwn
cellar.  ¢¢ Are you hurt, my dear ?” she
asked him. Go ’long in the house, .
woman !> he vociferated. ¢ What do
you know about war ¥’

Dr. NEeaLE, when in Vienna, asked |
the waiter if there were any Baptists in |
the city, and he was referred to the |
“head cook.” This reminds us of a fur !
trader, out West, who, after buyingi
skins of the woman, in the absence of
her husband, asked if there were any
Presbyterians abuut there. *“ 1 guess,
not,” was the reply: ¢ my husband

never shot any.”

REsPoNSES to prayers and sermons '
may be good if they come in at the right |
place. Not so, however, came in a re-
sponse recently to a minister in an Afri- |
can church. He had come down from
the pulpit to invite a stranger in one of
the pews to preach for him, but was un-
successful. ¢ Brethren,” he said, “1I
invited brother S—— to preach, but he
declines.” * Glory be to God !’ roared
out a man from the middle of the church. '

One always has time enough, if he !
will apply it well. —Goethe. '
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" Faruer Bovre, of Washington, has

" doubtless a well-developed bump of hu-

i mour. Of him it is reported that on
one occasion, addressing a school on the

| subject of Easter celebrations, a young

' miss asked him: ‘“Father Boyle, whatis

! the origin of Easter egas?” ¢* A hen, no

’ doubt, miss,” replied the father, quietly.

! -

" A SOUTHERN PAPER has this among its

{ Personals : * St. Paul is away out

¢ West with Minnesota. St John will

i spend the summer in New Brunswick.

* Elmira is in New York. Elizabeth is in
New Jersey. Marietta is in Ohia.
Charlotte is in North Carolina. Augus-
ta is down here in Georgia. They don’t

i intend visiting each other this season.

, IN A Scorcu cuvres, recently, after
the publication of the banns of marriage
by the minister, a grave elder, in a sten-
torian voice, forbade the banns of mar-

| riage between a certain couple. On

! being called upon for an explanation,

~““ 1 had,” he said, pointing to the bride,

; ‘“ intended Hannah for myself.” His

- reason was not considered sufficient.

GRACE GREENWOOD relates as an in-
stance of the extravagance of New Eng-
land humour that when a young farmer’s
wife made her first boy’s pants precisely
as ample before as behind, the farmer
exclaimed : ‘¢ Goodness ! he won’t know
whether he’s going to school or coming
home.”

ANCIENT HORSES.

It used to be stated in old-fashioned
books of natural history that °‘the
horse was the gift of the Old World to
* the New.” But whole races of horses
lived and perished in America ages
before men went down to the sea in
ships. There are now in Yale Museum
the fossil remains of twenty-one diffe-
rent species belonging to the horse fa-
mily. These animals varied from sizes
that are larger than any now existing
down to delicate creatures not bigger
| than a fox.

i A NOBLE ANSWER.
As the missionaries were approaching
{the immense island of New Guinea,
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some one spoke of the unhealtniness of |
it, and the presence of alligators, ser-
pents, centipedes, etc.

¢ Hold ! ” said one of the native Cate- |
chists, ¢‘are there men there 1”

¢ Oh, yes,” was the reply, ‘there
are men, but they are such dreadful
savages that there is no use of your
thinking of living among them.”

‘¢ That will do,” responded the native
emphatically ; ‘“ wherever there are men,
missionaries are bound to go.”

A noble reply. ‘‘Go into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every |
creature.” !

MIND!

Mind your tongue ! Don’t let it speak
hasty, cruel, unkind, or wicked words.
Mind !

Mind your eyes ; Don’t permit them
to look on wicked books, pictures, or
objects. Mind !

Mind your ears! Don’t suffer them to
listen to wicked speeches, songs, or
words. Mind !

Mind your lips! Don’t let tobacco
foul them. Don’t let strong drink pass
them. Don’t let the food of the glutton
enter between them. Mind ! '

Mind your hands'! Don’t let them
steal, or fight, or write any evil words.
Mind !

Mind your feet ! Don’t let them walk
in the steps of the wicked. Mind !

Mind your heart ? Don’t let the love j
of sin dwell in it. Don’t give it to Satan,
but ask Jesus to make it his throne.
Mind !

A GOOD EXAMPLE.

A gentleman was one day asked by a
friend how he kept himself from being
involved in quarrels. He answered :

‘“ By letting the angry person have
all the quarrel to himself.”

EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT.

All communications for the August
number of the INDEPENDENT must be
directed ‘‘Editor, CANADIAN INDEPEN-
pENT, Emerson P.O., Prov. Quebec,” and
not later than the 20th of July.




