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HIS is the picture of the chicef god of the Japan-
ese. It is a colossal bronze stitue, fifty feet
high, in o Buddhist {emple. T{ you should go

to Japan and visit it you could have your photograph
teken sitting on Buddha’s lap, or on his thumb, as

some travellers do.  The priest
{0 whom you pay mioney, of
eourse, Tor this privilege, will
mail the photograph {o your
friends if you give him the ad-
dress.  You will probably have
{o take off your shocs. when
vou enter the temple, and you
must Dbehave well, for somwe
tourists have hehaved so ill
that the priests have bean
obliged to pest this notice over
the door:

“Stranger, whosoever thon
art, and whatsoever be thv
creed, when thou enierest this
sanctuary, remember  thou
treadest upon ground hallowdd
by the worship of ages.

“This is the Tempie of
Buddha, and the gate of the
cternal, and should, therefore,
he enfered with reverence.”
Cowzin Joy  could irust {he

eirls and boys of Mission Circles and Bands to be re- {o be 72,000 DBuddhist
spectful—not rude—under any circumstances! Bul
you would be rather inclined fo weep than {o laugi
«ver the jzuorance and superstition of some countries,

dhist religion.
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BUDDHN, CHIEF GOD OF THE JAPANESE,

wins ne viclories™

even at the close of the nineteenth century. To thini:
ihat people conld kneel and worship such a god as that.
Do you think he could answer your prayers as our God
does?”  And yet there iz some little good in the Bud-
It teaches obedicnee to parents, kind-

ness to animals, charity to
mankind. But it is a selfish
religion; every man loves him-
sclf, and thinks himself a god.
1le nceds no power outside of
himself to save him. A Hin-
doo once said: “There is one
thing that Christianity has
which no other religion pos-
seszes.”  “What is that,” was
asked. “A Saviour,” was the
reply; and that is true.

Then woman Is  not
thought of or treated in that
country as she should be. No
country can prosper that does
not educate and refine the
mother—half of the human
race. Only the religion of
Christ does that. No Bud-
dhist woman is a happy mother
—no  little Buddhist child
sings: “I am so glad that Jesus
loves me.” There are said
temples in Japan, and

56,000 priesls and monks. But it is also said that
* Buddhism marches no further, fights
ITer priests oppose and sometimea

no battles,
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hinder the teaching in our Christian schools, bul that
is **because they are afraid of this religion of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which is marching on to the overthrow
of theirs—marching on o certain victory! ow much
can wo help it on this year? God wants us all in Nis
army. lle wanis the active boys. IIe wanis the mer-
ry-hearteq girls!

KANAZAWA,

Kanazawa is @ very large city, the capital of one of
the largest dynasties of the old regime. I is a very
slrong Buddhist, centre.  The indusirial school is
doing well, the sale of the embroidery netting quite
large returns. Chrislian teaching is given there, and
also in the echool where matches are made, so that
many may hear it who would not otherwise have tho
vpportunity, and so our schools prove a centre lor
Christian work and influence. In the night scheols
clementary education is given {o a mumber of poor
children. In the orphanage there are at present four-
teen children.

Some time is devoted to work among the boys in the
Boys’ School.

There are meelings held for women, and there is
visiting in their homes. During a great feast, held in
the spring, :nany Bibles and tracts were sold to ihe
people.

Misses Crombie :and Sifion are consuliing with re-
ference to the purchase of the house in which they
iive, which is for sale.

Nagano is the capital of the large silk-producing
province of Shizuoka, and the scat of the great Bud-
«dqhist temple of Zenkoji. The average aitendance at
the Girls’ School has been twenty-iwe. The first ¢los-
ing exercise was held on the 12th of June.

A class in Englieh of the Post Office officials has
been successfully carried on and good has been done
in this way. :

AUXILIARY SUBJECT OF PRAYER FCR
FEBRUARY.

“The Indians of our Dominion, The Stranger within our Gates.”

Of all our missionary work, the part that lics near-
cst our hearts is that which is being done among (he
Indians of our Dominion. This is as it should he, for
have we nol entered upn his inheritance and foreed
the Indian {o forsake his nalive foresis and rivers, to
make room for the white man® We believe {his was
necessary for the development of {he couniry, and
that God intended this vast land for our possession,
bhut He also desived the civilization and evangelization
of our Indian brothers. Insiead of this heing done.
the Indian has gradually Leen driven back, until we
find there are only about 100,000 in {he whole Domir.
ion.  But both the government and the church are
waking up ta their duty in this respeet. and efforts are
being made {o educaie and Christianize these people.
'The government has acknowledged its responsibility,
and is willing te crect schools and pay hall of the
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teacher’s salary, the other half {o be paid by the society
wiich employs the missionary. There are already
cighteen industrial schools in the Dominion, and 2%7
government day schools. ‘These are chiefly confined
to British Cohwnbia and the North-West Perritories,
the 12,000 pagan Indians of North Ontario receiving
very little help of this kind.

The W. M. S. is doing a grand work for the Indians
of British Columbia. The Coqualeetza Industrial In-
~iitule, at Chillivack, is one of which we are justly
proud. Lasy year 123 pupils were in altendance. Be-
sides being taught all the branches uswally taken up in
our public schools, {he girls are faught sewing, kvit-
ting, dressmaking, laundry work, cooking and music,
while the hoys learn different trades. Some of the
music pupils play very well. one of the girls being or-
ganist in the Sunday-school. They have a live Mis-
<ion Band, whiclt meets once @ montl.  Misses Allon,
Smith and Burpce are the missionaries in charge.

The Crosby Gils’ Home, at Port Simpson, also re-
ports a very successful year's work, although retarded
by sickness during the early part of the year. ‘There
have been 41 girls in attendance, and all have progres-
scd in their work. Our missionaries there are Misses
Clark, Paul and Llliott.

The Hospital at Port Simpson, under the manage-
wment of Dr. Bolton, with the aid of Nurses Spence.
Laurence and Strycker, is doing a noble work in the
rclief of suffcring among the Indians.

At Nitamaat the work is steadily advancing, and
Mr. Raley is greatly encouraged. A new home has
been erceted, and 32 boys and girls are in attendance.
Misses Long and Walker are the missionaries who as-
sist Rev. and Mrs. Raley in this work. .

At Morley, N. W. T, there is a large school, known
as the McDougal Orphanage, under the management
of Rev. J. McDougal, which is a great blessing to the
Indian Children in this locality.

Let us pray earnestly this month that the blessing
of God may rest on our noble band of missionaries
ameng the Indians. Their self-denial is great, their
discouragements many, and how it must cheer them in
their hour of need to know that we remember and pray
for them.

We are alse {o pray for “The Stranger within our
sates” Al foreigners who have left hiome and peo-
ple to take up their abode in our country. Many do
not worship our God as we do. Let us so strive to
Rie that our example may be worthy of imitation, andd
that soen they may be persnaded to “Ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and to walk therein.”
Ont. ) A.C W

SUGGESTED BAND PROGRAMME FOR FEBRUARY.

1. <l am so glad tbat our Father in Heaven.”

2. Lord’s Prayer all together—standing.

S. Roll call-responded to by verse of Scripture, whose in-
itial letter shall correspond with that of the member
reciting.

4. DBusiness reports, cte.

3. Onc more verse of “Jesus loves me.”

G. Field Study Questions, with map or blackboard.

7. Solo, recitation or dialogue.

%, Short prayer for poor Japanese children,

. A few words from teachier, or visitor, and dismissal,
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GUIDED BY A STAR.

¥From the eastern movataine,
Pretsing on they come,

Wise men in their wisdom,
To Bis humble home,

Stirred by deep devotlon,
Hestening from afar,

Bver journeying onward,

Guided by a star.

Thou whe in a manger,
Once hast lowly lain,
‘Who dost now in glory,
O’er all kingdoms relign,
Gather in the heathen,
Who in lands afar
Ne'er have seen the brightness,
Of Thy guidirg star.

Onward through the darkness,
Of the lonely night,

Shining still before them,
With Thy kindly light,

Guide them, Jew and Gentile,
Homeward from afar,

Young and old {ogether,
By Tuy gulding star.

FIELD STUDY FOR FEBRUARY.

Subject:--Kanazawa and Nagano.

Three of our mission stations in Japan have al-
ready been considered in the Iield Study—Tokyo, the
city of enormous population; Shizuoka, near the sea:
and Kofu, far inland, begirt with its mountain walls.
This month’s study gives us the remaining two sta-
tions, Kanazawa and Nagano. Almost opposite ‘T'okyo,
a hittle farther north, on the western ceast of the Island
i3 Kanazawa, with a population of nearly 100,000. Be-
tween it ‘and Tokyo great mountains uprear themsel-
vos, 50 that the railway takes a round-about route, gn.
ing south-westerly, past Shizueka; keeping closc fo the
coast until reaching a point where the troublesomne
meuntains have dwindled; it crosses the Island, then
iurns, running northerly, thus reaching = Kanazawa.
Here, in this stronghold of Buddhism, wlach is said 1o
contain no less than 250 Buddhist temples, our mis-
sionaries have been working since 1890. Heavy snown-
storms fall on this coast, and the winters are quite
savere, owing to ihe iey winds and currenis, which
come down from the northern scas, and force them-
selves between the western side of the island  and.the
mainland. The work in Kanazawa is of a different
character {rom that of our other missions, being almost
vholly limited to the very poor. On coming to Kan-
azawa in 1890, it was found that, while a hoarding-
school was not urgently required (a geod one having
Leen already established under the Presbytrian Board).
there was great need for many workers in the poor dis-
{riets. So industrial and night classes were opened.
Perhaps the most interesting feature of {he work is the
Orphanage, where homeless little ones are cared for,
and taught the story of {he Christ-child—and {ne
Match School, where very poor and very little children
have an opportunity to earn maney, and know ihe

comforting of kindliness and  gentle ways.  Miss
(‘rombie and Miss Sifton are now in Kanazawa.

During the last few vears appeals had come for
workers {o he sent {o twe {owns north-west of Tokyo,
and not far distant from Kanazawa. Only one could
he responded to, and Nagana was finally decided upon,
Jt is a prettily situated town, having a famous {emple
to the goddess of mercy, which attracts many pilgrims,
This is our new station of only two years standing.
Tlere Mies Tlargave and Miss Wigle are working bravely
though much hammpered by the opposition of the Bud-
ihist priests, and the restrictions ol certain new school
regulations that the Japanese government. is making.
Stitl much gaoad work has already been accomplished.
A school has been started, also a kindergarten.  While
throngh English classes and in visiting and receiving
visits our missionaries are gradually finding access into
the livas of many of {he people of Nagano.

—_———te—————

QUESTIONS -FOR PEBRUARY.

1. Name all our mission #lations in Japan, stating
those which are our study for this month.

2. Tell what you know of Kanazawa.

3 Name our missionaries there.

4. What iz our newest mission station?

5. Where is it situated?

. When was it cstablished?

7. Say all you know of the work and the workers in
Nagano.

CHRISTMAS HYMN.

Everywhere, everywhere, Chiristmas tonight !
Christmas in lands of the fir tree and pine,

Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine,
Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn and white,
Christmas where cornflelds lie sunny and bright!

Christmas where children are hopeful and gay,
Christmas where old men are patient and gray,
Christmas where peace like a dove in his flighe
Brood’s o’er brave men in the thick of the fight;
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight.

For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all;
No palace too great and no cottage too small.

‘The angels who welcome him sing from the height,
In the ¢ city of David” & king in his might;
Everywhere, everywheare, Chiristmas tonight.

Then let every heart kecp its Christmas within,

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred of sin,

Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right,
Christ's dread of the darkness, Christ’s love of the light;
Ererywhere, crerywhere, Christmas tonight.

—PuiLrirs BROOKS.

A SUGGESTION.

A Map of Japan. :
By drawing the general outline 0: each of the four
main islands of Japan on stiff paper, and afterward cut-
ting them out, one can obtain a map of Jupan that
answers the ovdinary purposes of a Mirsion Band or
Cirele very nicely. The paper islands thus obtained
may either be pinned to the blackboard or sewn on cot-
ton.  To locate our mission stations see map of Japan
in Report of *04-"95. '
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‘What will the New Year bring of gain or loss,
What dark Gethsemane, what Star-lit Cross ?

Our position is unique this year. We mnot only
sland on the threshold of a new year, but on the thres-
hold of a mew century. How solemn the thought.
What a sense of responsibility it brings with it! The
words “Heirs of all the sges” take a new meaning for
us as we Jook back and consider the century that has
gone from uws. What a wonderful century! What
progress, what development, what a history! And
yet howsad that it should go out amid the sounds of war
and carnage; how sad that intemperance and kindred
evils should stain the mantle of the new year; that
“covetous hindrances to Christianity” should still
abound. We cannot but ask ourselves if all this would
be possible if the Church of God had been faithful to
its high trust? It should be a solemn thought to il
children and young pecple of to-day that this century
will be given ints their hands to make or to mar it. To
keep in motion the train of good influences which shall
hasten the happy day when “the earth shall be filled
with the Imowledge of the glory of the Lord ” or to re-
tard that train and set the world on a downward grade.

And we who are older, what have we done with our
example and influence?  “Is this new century going to
he better than the last because we have left the impress
of our faith, and hope, and love, and right doing upon
the children of this generation?” It is a solemn ques
tion that w2 have {9 face. Regrets will not redeem
the past, but good resolntions will do much for the
fnture. o Lo

- = - - I S |

Study carefully the Leaflet prepared by our Society
on the Twentietlh Century Thanksgiving Fund.

Many thanks to the kind friends who have helped
so liberally with their contributions this month,

Now is the tinie te subseribe for Palm Braneh, if you
have not already done so—also to renew subscriptions.

—_————

A THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR.

Last October onc of our Sunday-school lessons was
about Ezra's journey to Jerusalem. In that lesson the
grecat man Ezra tells us that he and his compeny of
travellers prayed God to show them a right way for
themselves, and for their little ones, and for all their
substance.

Ezra was a good man, and accomplished a great
work; but ‘he sceret of his success may be found in
Jzra -7: 10. For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the Lord and to do it, and to teach in Israel
statules and judgments. -

Eara prepared his heart, or purposed in his heart,
to seck and to do the law of the Lord.

I wonder how much we would accomplish this year
if we, like Ezra, really purposed in our heart to do faith-
fully and well the work we are asked to do in connec-
tion with our Mission Band. If President, always to
Le on time, and have a programme well prepared. If
Seeretary, always to have the books kept in good order,
and the reports sent in at the proper time. If a mem-
ber without office, always to lend a helping hand when-
ever it is needed. Surely then the work would prove
to be a blessing to ourselves, as well as to others.

A good resolution is sometimes easily broken; Lut
T am sure Fzra did not try to carry out his resolution
in a half-hearted way. His character would have been
wesk had he acted thus: but no! he must have been a
man who was dztermined to “find a way or make it.”

Every day we are doing those things which form
character. and character is the only thing that lasts
forever. We carry nothing else with us io the next
world. Let us then watch carefully >ur ever; day acts.
Some one has said:  “Sow an act and you reap a habit;
sow a habit and you reap a character; sow a character
and you reap a destiny.”

Let us strive to build up Christ-like characters.
We must wateh our thoughts that thev be pure, our
lips that they speak the truth, our motives that they
be not selfish.

Charlotie Mwrray says:—

*Just scattering seeds of kindness,
Just living .ike Christ down here:

This, this be our h th endeavour

‘Whilst journeying .fome this year.”

Toronto. M, H,
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

———

Dear Mission Band Friends:—

When looking through the “Palm Branch™ of
October I noticed the decision which had heen reacheld
in regard to the study of the different fields of mission
work during the coming year; and when I saw {hat
Japan was tho country chosen for this autumun and
winter, I resolved at once that I would write at least a
little Jetter for the next mail, and give you what fresh
news I could about our work here. Now, however,
that I have laid aside the preparation of my lessons
for to-morrow’s classes and turned my thoughts from
“Abraham,” “Alfred the Great,” and a literature les-
son on “The Chil®’s dream of a Star,” and taken up
my pen te write, knowing that the mail for America
will close at bed-time, I am asking myself, rather in
despair: “What 1s there that is new or interesting in
our work here now that the hoys and girls at home o
1ot already know?' and really therc seems to he no-
thing new to write.

You know already, I think, that Miss Jost has gone
to Kofu, and that there are only three of us in the
Tokyo station this year—DMiss Blackmore and myselt
giving most of our time to the school work, while Miss
Hart carries on the Lvangelistic work with her Japan-
ese helpers.  You know, too, that our old school huild-
ings were pulled down during the summer, and a new
(ne ecommenced on our fine new lot next to the church,
which we were so happy in securing last spring, and you
probably have heard ere this the unpleasant news thai
a typhoon struck our new bhuilding on September 8th,
just when the frame was ready to be boarded in, and
laid the whole building flat—that before it was that fav
advanced the second {ime a second and worse typhoon
destroyed a great part of it again on October Tth, and
I am sure you can all imagine, without my attempting
to 1ell you, what a kecen disappeintment this was to us;
delaying, as it did, the completion of the school for two
or three months, and leaving us practically homeless
for a while. You will know (rom more recent reports
that after two wecks search, a large Japanesc housn
was found in the neighberhood, where ail our senior
pupils conld be housed with Miss Blackmore, and the
liitle ones with Miss Hart and myself found a home in
the second story of the litile lecture hsll, or Sunday-
school room at the rear of our church. There are, of
course, inconveniences that come with this mode of
hfe, for we are much cramped for room, and the girls
must eat, sleep, play, study and have school all in one
room; bul thev have almoest without cxeeption heen
patient and bright through it all, and are so helpful
with the extra werk that it has been a rcal pleasure to
live in among them, and we have come to know them
nedter, too. 1t some ways that we ever would have
done in regular dormitories. There is one thing which
I am sure you do not know, and that is, when the new
building will be finished, for we do not know ihat our-
gelves; but we have a little hope of being able to move
in during the Christmas holidays, if all goes on well.

Speakiny; of Christmas reminds me that it will be

with you probably ere this letter reaches you; but per-
haps it would interest you to hear of some of the pre-
purations that ave already being made here in our Sun-
day-schoels for its celebration. To prepare an inter-
csling prograrame.in the church Sunday-schools wher»
the children have heen for several years under Chris-
tian training, is not diflicult; but in the little poor Sun-
day-schools, or children’s meetings, where each [all
sees & number of new children gathered in, lo prepare
even the simplest programme of singing, Bible verses
aud recitations takes several weeks of training, and
muel patience on the part of our school girls, who are
the teachers.  Can any of you, I wonder, remember the
{ime when you did not know why Christinas was kept,
and all the beautiful story connected with the birthday
of the child Christ? It seems to most of us that we
must always have known it. Can you imagine what 1.
would be io hear it for the first time at the age of cight,
ten or twelve years, as the little folks in our Sunday-
schools do, and s.car it, too, under disadvantages that
never trouble us in our land. For instance, the names
of Joseph and Mary are real every-day names to us,
but in Japanese they become “Yosefu” and “Marven,”
which have no meaning whatever to Japanesc ears, ani
sometimes after telling the story of Christ’s birth in the
simplest possible language, I have heard the teacher
ask in review: “Now which was the mother of Christ,
Yosefu or Marca?” and the answer is more apt to he
Yosefu than Marca. Will you not in your Christmas
rejoicings remember in prayer the children of this and
other dark lands, who, as yet, know so dimly the true
mcaning of Christmas, that as they memorize the Bible
versez and gather in their Christmas celebrations their
hearts may be opened to understand and  accept the
Love that brought Christ to carth as their Saviowr and
ours, ‘
With good wishes for a happy, prosperous year {o
all in our ('ireles and Bands, 1 remain
Yours sincerely,
M. ABBIE VEAZEY.
8 Toru Zaka, Azabu Tokyo, Nov. 14th, *99.

A CHRISTMAS SUPPER.

Dear Children of the Palm Branch:—

A Happy Christmas to yon all. It is only right we
siould have a good Christinas supply, and as you like
to search the Scripturas, T want you to help me find
out the bill of fare:

*Spread the cloth” and then let us have the “brigat
shining of the candle,” for it is night. We would bet-
ter have “Salt without preseribing how much,” ani
“oil in a cruise;” then we will put on “the dishes ana
the spoons and the bowls, with the bread in the Lasket,”
as we are “strong of appetite” we wil lbegin with soup
—“pour out the broth,” and, perhaps, some “pottage,”
then “the rol,” we will “use a little wine,” but not the
kind which will intoxicate; then after soup we will have
some “broiled fish;” *‘we remember the fish we did
cal freely.,” “Bring of the fish which they have now
caught:™ then we will have “hare,” “hickens;” “he-

(Cont’~~ed on rage 7.)
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Address —Covsis Jov, 282 Princess Street, St. Johm, N. B,

P
bear Cousing—N\ very happy New Year {o you all.
(‘ousin Joy finds it havd to believe that a whole year
lias gone rince she said those very same words a year hes
fore.  But it is true—t{he yeav has slipped by so noise-
lessly, with its great hurden of joys and sorrows, that
we wake up suddenly and find it gone—and a new one
in its place—and this time it is move, for it is the ne-
ginning ol a new century, & new hundred years. In-
stead of writing 1800, we shall now have to write 1900
in our lettters and copy hooks. The new year brings
a new ledger (book of accounts) with him, a ledger
with a fair, nnwritten page  What will he write down
about us, each one of us?  Oh, girls and boys, whai
can we do to make ihis year, this century, hetter be-
cause we are living in it? Let us pause in vur work
and in our lay and think over this question, as it Gor
were asking it of us. Perhaps some of you in yonur
ietters conld tell Cousin Joy your thoughis about it.

Dear Cousin Joy.—1 thought I wonld write to you
and tell vou about our Mission Band. "Thereare four-
teen members in it. The youngest is nine years old;
she s Sadie llaslam. It is  the Mt Middleton
RBand. We are going to have a parlor social soon; it is
to he held at Berwick. We have recitations, singing
and prayer.  Lizzie Haslam is Cor. See. 1 guess [ will
ddase.  Good hy.

Mt. Middleton. NELLIE GRiGG.

Deaw Cousin Joy,—1 have vever written to you bhe-
fore. | am a member of the Dayspring Mission Band.
1 take the Palm Branch, and I enjoy it very much, cs-
pecinlly “Ceusin Joy's Cerner.” 1 think 1 have found
the answor to December puzzle, it is: A Merry Christinas.

I remain your loving cousin,
Litile York. StaxLeEy B. Orie

Dear Cousin Joy.—Thais is the fivst time T have
written to you. T am jusl nine years old. T belong to
the Torch Bearess™ Mission  Band.  There are fifty

members. 1 {ake the Palm Branch. and like it very
wuch,  1{ you think this worth publishing you will

Lear from me again. 1 think 1 have found the answer
to one of Rev. Mo Kirhy's questions in the last Padm
Branch. It iz in Trov. 18: 20

St. Stephen, N. B. M. G. H.

Dear Cousin Joy,—1 have never written to you he-
fore; but T thought 1 would like to. 1 take the Palm
Branch and like it very muck. I like Cfogy Corner the
hest, especially the puzzles. 1 send yow a puzzle. 1t
right, please priot it

Your cousin,
Richibucte. BerTHA MCBEATH,
Dear (‘ousin Joy.—T have never writtten to you he
fore. 1 enjoy the Palm Branch very much. T think
I have found the answer o the puzzle in the December
number, it is: A Merry Christmas.”
Your loving cousin,
Brancue L. GLENDENNING,
306 Nobie 8t., Halifax, N. 8.

Dear Cousin Joy,—I belong to the Day Spring Mis.
sion Band. Mrs. Campbell is our leader. I take the
“alm Branch, and 1 think it is a very nice paper. Mrs,
Turner was ou~ leader last year, but she has given it
up this year. We have started our Mission Band, We
had o treat the last day—we had apples, maple cream
and {affy. 1 will close now, as I am afraid of takiny
up too much room in the paper. Good bye.

Your affectionate cousin,

(amphellford, Ont. VioLET PLUMMER.

Dear Cousin Joy,—1 am a member of Mt. Allison
Mission Band. There are fourteen members in the
Band. I am Treasurer, Miss Kennedy is superintendent.

I take the Palm Branch, and like it very much. 1
like to read the letters in the Cosy Corner.

The Auxiliary is going to have a parlor social, and
our Band is going {o help.

Our Band meets the last Wednesday in every
month.

Sackville,

PUZZLES FOR DECHMBER.

Maup CHAPMAN,

I am composed of 16 letters.

My 16, 10, 8, 7, 2, 12, is a girl’s name,

My 3, 10, 14, 6, 16, 11, i3 & portion of time.

My 13, 14, 12, 18, 16, is a body of water.

My 4. 9, 16, is what we should never do.

My 5, 15, 8, is a small division of land.

My 1, 10, is a pronoun.

My whole is the name of an accepted missionary candidate.
Little York, LAURA WEST,

I am composed of fourteen letters.
My 1, 9, 8, is a joke.
My 4, 7, 10, is & bank {0 confine water.
My &, G, is & pronoun.
My 8,9, 10, is an animal.
My 12, 11, 5, G, means to put on & hook so as to catch fish.
My 18, 14, §, is the luid we breathe.
My whole is the name of a missionary.
Jov NEVINS,
I am a word of 14 letters.
My 12, 7, G, is a fowl.
My 4, 8, 11 is to take food. *
My 11, 5, 9, is a weight of 2,240 pounds avoirdupois,
My 1, 2, 11, is a share.
My 8, 8. 11, is & large vessel,
My 14, 18, 9, 11, is & place torn,
My 12, 10, 11, is not cold.
My whole word is something we all ought to do.

Balie Verte. Etrmrr P,



THE
THE BABE.

Little Laddie, in the manger,
Lowly laid;

Of the cruel lot he's born to,
Unafraid.

Of the nalls, and spear, and thorn crown,
K¢ns he not;

All the glory of his heaven
Is forgot.

‘There, by shepherds and wise men to
Be adored,

Laowlier than carthly baby,
Lics our Lord.

With the kindly, mild-cyed beasties
Grouped around,

Champ of fool and gentle moding
All the sound.

In the shadow of his mission
Sleepeth he;

All our hope, all our fruition,
Worship we,

In our hearts alcne he reigneth
Ne'er to cease:

The Wonderful, the Counsellor, our
Prince of Peace.

Bx.
—— .t

THE FRISBIES' GIFT.

THE world is full of funny things. The seven
young Frisbies found it so, and they laughed
more and grew faiter than any other seven chil-
dren in the neighborhood. One of the funniest things
in the world, they thought, was to look from their lit-
{le box of a house, where the windows were frequentiy
le be seen erowded with large and rosy faces, to the
tall, handsome house opposite, where in a window on
the third story, a single pale little face was often to be
scen gazing wistfully at the merry throng across the
street. Ome little boy in all that great house, wher:
there was moncy enough to keep a hundred, and here,
where there was scarce room enough for the cribs and
bedsteads, and where pennies were prizes, seven boys
und girls!

“It’s like pulting seven big apples into a pint meas-
ure, aud letting a poor little cranberry roll avound by
itself in a bandbox,” said Tom; whereat his six litile
brothers and sisters langhed as heartily as if Tom had
made a good joke. But it’s easy enough for anr one
‘0 laugh, even at o poor joke, on Christmas day.

But what seemed so funny to the seven liftle Fris-
bies seemed only melancholy to the one lonely litile buy

ir. the big double house. If he only had a brother o .

a sister! It didn’t seem fair that that happy little
house shonld be packed full, and his house have only
his father, himsclf and the servants in it. To-day he
had not thought about it so mueh, to be sure. for he
was too busy with the many Christmas presents with
which his father had surprised him. Best of all, he
had his father—a rare treat.

After Mr. Palmer had explained the working of tha
new mechanical toys, Bryce climbed on his father's
keee to rest, and to look out at the stream of people
passing,
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“Where are they all coming from, papa?” he asked.

“¥rom church.”

“Why, it isn’t Sunday, is it?
¢hurch for to-day?”

“Beeavse it’s Christmas.”

“But what for, papa? Whal is Christmas, any-
way??

“Beeause it's & custom.  There, youw've asked ques-
tions enough for to-duy. Have I not told you that
you cannot be a little gentleman if you arve inquisitive?”

Brvee was silent for a long time.

“Qh, there they are!” he exclaimed ut length, as
the four young Frisbies of church-going age, headed
Ly father and mother [risbie, descended the steps op-
osite.

“Who?”

“The happy children,” Bryce answered. *‘Look,
papa, look! They're looking fer me in the window up-
stairs! Would I be a gentleman,” he asked eagerly.
hut hesitated, it I should wave my handkerchief {o
zhow them where I am.”

“Wave it, laddie.”

“See, see, papa! They're coming over,” Bryce ex-
claimed, greatly excited.

“Merry Christmas!™ shouted the four apple-checi-
cd Frisbies. ‘

“Can I say it?” asked Bryce, whose oue fear was
lest he shoyld displease his father by any action not
gentlemanly.

Mr. Palmer replied by throwing open the window,
and calling a hearty “Marry Christmas!”

“Merry Christmas!™ echoed Bryce.

(Continucd next month.)

What do they go to

A CHRISTMAS SUPPER.—Continued from page 3.

sides harls and fatted fowl)” “kidneys;” “all manner of
Laked meats.” “Yec may cat of the roebuck,” “ve shall
eat of the wild goat and the wild ox.” Of game we
will have “partridges,” “two voung pidgeons,” “quails,”
then “ten cheeses,” and finish up with fruits. We
will have “a Dbasket of summer fruit,” “pomegranates
and fige,” “apples,” “dates,” “lwo baskets of figs.”
“Then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill” “We remem-
her the melons,” the “bunches of raisins,” the “nuis
and Jemons™  We will say grace, “Give us this day
our daily hread” TLet us “tell them who are bidden
I have prepared my supper,” then “eat, drink and le
merry,” for “a feast is made for laughter;” then we
will elose with a dozelogy, “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his henefits,”™ “for thine is the king-
dom, the power and the glory forever and ever, amen.”

All the portions of this letter in quotation marks
are in the Bible, and you can find them out as a Christ-
mas exercise. T hope I have not bothered your little
minds with my last lctter. becaunse I did not intend
puiting in quetation marks the words “and he spreald
the letier.” but merely for you {o find out something
about opening a letter hefore God and praying about
it. T hope I am not too late for the Christmas number
of Palm Branch.

“A Tappy New Year.”

Your friend,

Nov. 16th, 99. W. J. Kirpy.
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ANNUAL REPORT STUDY.

———e

[Wo would call special attention to this study,
written by one of our esteemed Band Scerctaries, and
intended for Cirele and older Band members—it can-
not fail to be a benefit.]

Each member should have in her hand a copy of -

the Aunnual Report, 1898-1899. ILecader asks ques-

tiong, felling where answers are to be found.  After

all have found answer, Leader ealls on one to read il.

1. What is the object of the W. M. 8.7 Page 166,
Art. 1L

sist? 1. 166, Art. IV,
3. \\'hlnt is & Misgion Circle or Band? . 116, Law
4. What is the objict of a Civele or Band? 1% 176,
Law 2.

5. low may anyone become a member of Cirele? OF
Bund? A Life Member? D. 176, Law 3.

6. 'What officers are necessary in Circle or Band? I,
176, Law 4.

7. Let cach officer tell the dulies attached 1o her
Office. P. 176, Laws 5, 6, 7.

& What is tho meaning of “‘quarterly?” Of
nual?”

Namo the 'I'reasurer and Band  Corresponding
Secretary of N. B and I’ B. 1. Branch.
153.%

10, What entitles a Cirelo or Band to send a dele-

:1_\;2{0 to Branch meeting? Page 176, Laws 9,

11 What must we guard against m our public meet-

ings and plans for raising money? ~ Page 173

Encourage free discussion,

Notice where “shall™ is used and where “may.”

*Or substitute your own,

“an-

>

dag

————— G e

LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

N. B. and P. E. |. Branch.

The organization of a Circle in Moneton has been
fullowed by others, and we are hoping for, and expect-
ing still more.

ST. JOHN (Queen Square)—The older members of
ihe “Excclsior” Band, which did such faithful work
Tast year, have graduated and become the “Minnie
Roberison” Circle, under the leadership of Mrs. Lowe.
The “Excelsior” Band continues its work with Ms,
Racine as leader.

CHATITAM—The Organizer of the Chatham Dis-
trict reports a new Cirele at Chatham.

AMiss Muriel LEllis, president.

HOPEWFLL—"The Moncton District  Organizer
has organized, at Iiopewell, the “Bessie Alvorn™ Band,
vwith sixteen members:

Miss Ruthie Milton, president.

TAY—The “Pansy™ Band is siill growing. 1ar-

ol Ycuny, corresponding secretary, reports  regular

. Of what does the organization of this Society con-

meelings held and five new members this quarter.
We are expecting prompt and correct reports this
year from every Circle and Band.

I'redeticlon, N. B. LB G

Miss Edith Price, Cor. Sew., writesi—The Buctouche
Mission Band held its second’ meeting of this year Oct,
S7th.

Mirs. (Rev.) ¢ L Manaton, Mission Band Superintend-
enf.

Migs Bertha Douglass, president. .

Miss Maggie Barnes, Leader of Boys Department.

There were thirty-five envolled, with more to for-
low.  Although we did not raise as much money last
vear as we would like {o have done, yet we know that
e who counts every faithful cifort made, every “kinil
act done” will reward our weak cfforts if we are faithful.
"There is a prospect of our Band in the mnear future
sending o {rained muse {o China.

[ S ——

Nova Scotia and Newfoundland Branch

The Dartmouih “Buds of Promise™ Band has begun
work for another ycar. The senicr girls met at the
home of the President, Mrs. Gronland, on Tuesday
(the last of Oclober), and spent the evening in making
serap-hooks and dressing dolls for a hox to he sent to
the Supply Commitiec for Christmas boxes. We have
new a membership of 62.

Yesterday we heard from the “Stepping Forward”
Band, at Gabarus, C. B.  The work has begun for the
ensuing year and with the efficient help of our presid-
ent, we expect, and know, that the Band will do weli.
Our membership last vear inereased, and we hope to
step forward.

The “Mopelul” Band, at Lawrencetown meets every
sccond Sunday. We have an average attendance of
30, So that we can look forward to a good year.

Our Band at Jordan Falls, which was re-organized
ihis last year, has a membership of nineteen. We are
vlad to be able to welcome this Band to our numbers.

The Sydney Band, “Litttle Gleaners,” re-opened.

for work for this year at the 1st of November. They
meet every Monday afternoon and have an inferesting
and most profitable time.

Will all the Bands take notice: ‘That if they have
not forwarded their first quarterly report to the secre-
tary by the time they receive and read their Palm
Branch. will they do so at once?

Halifax. A ML B,

-

Hamilton Branch.

The Cor. See. of Mount Pleasant Band writes:—You
will be glad {o kuow we have a little Mission Band in
Mount Pleazant, called “The Jewels.” They gave a
nice little entertainment Jast week and made about six
dollars, and they have two nice quilts ready to send
away {o one of the mission schools.




