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THE SUPPLEMUNT SGHEME.

BY REV. SAMUGEL HOUSTON.

The distinction between the Supplement
Scheme and that of Home Missions proper
has been peinfed out so often in the pages
of the Record that it seems to be superfluous
to return to it again. The functions of the
Home Mission Board are to attend to the
spiritual wants of such as are outside the
boundaries of organized congregations, and
to supply or aid in supplying vacant
charges. The functions of the Supplement
Committee are to aid weak and struggling
congregations which as yet are unable of
themselves to suppert pastors. There is no
great difficulty in keeping that distinction
clearly before the mind. If it be asked why
it is that the Supplement Committee shonld
have charge of a congregation while there
is a pastor settled over it, and the moment
the pastor dies, ceases to work,or is removed
elsewhere, it. comes ander the supervision of
the Home Mission Board, the answer is not
far to seek.  The preachers who supply or
are candidates for the vacancy are ut the
disposal of the Home Mission Board. Mect-

ing as it does but once a year, during the-

sittings of Synod, it would be inconvenient
for the Supplement Committee to attend to
such matters.

The first thought that'naturally strikes
ont vr'looking atithese Schemies is that the

Supplement will be'the most popalar and -

best: sustained Schéié' the ‘Chursh has.
Ther¢ is every- veason-to belisve that sath
will'be the festilt: The latw of selfipresat-
valion; ‘the-most powérful to'some winds

that exists, is involved in its due support.
No portien of the interests of the' Church is
to be regarded with so tender an eye, and
cherished with so anxious a solicitude, as
that represented by the congregations that
are as yct not sclf-supporting. Such are
passing throngh the crisis that intervenes
between the mission station and the fall
grown charge. If rightly managed and the
blessing of God resting on them, they will
sooner or later be able to stand alone, and
not only that, they will be able to aid in
supporting others. And in the generosity
shewn ¢o them in the days of t'eir weakness
there is a demand made on their gratitude
ever after, a demand which in the natare of
things cannot be disregarded. To say that
such aid will not be givex now, or that it
will be doled out stingily, i3 as much as to
say thdt the Church will not grow, will not
extend her borders, will nét increase on
every side. ~Selfishness of that kind is as
short-sighted as it is sinful. If persisted in
it willlead to the gradaal' extinction of a
Church; at bést it will ‘sec'ur.e it ih stafu quo
only, and even so much as thiat need 1ot he
expected. - "In every way'in which the case
presernts-itself, there is ho" bradch of the
operations of our Chwrch' thatis fitted to

.call forth such an amount of intelligent

enthusiasm, on the part of the-people, as the
Supplement Scheme: -

Antd-yet this'scheme has ndt' comménded
itgelf” to the methbers and adherents of our
Cherchin'any degted conymensarate with
the clkimsd: which We havé shewn it to hdve:
T thié thivee oF four years*of its exiitence
/34 seprrate -schbme; ‘the ‘contributions
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poured into its treasury have not ncarly
met the demands made—demands recog-
nised and approved by the Synod. To
mect the deficiency a pretty large drain has
always had to be made on the Home
Mission Fund. It is true that each year of
its existence has shewn a considerable in-
crease,—as great an increase, at least, as
affords a hope that by-and-by it will be
able to meet the demands made onit. But
the growth has not been so rapid as it
ought to have been; the progress has been
very much slower than the earnest and
ardent friends of the Church desire. It is
to be regretted that the Church, asa whole,
has hitherto had no opportunity of know-
ing how the scheme is supported by the
individual congregations. No separate co-
lumn was left for it in the Statistical
Tables—what was given to it being merged
in the Home Mission Fand., Hence there
was 0o way of reaching the desired infor-
mation save by wading through the acknow-
ledgments which appear month by month
in the Record,—a task that few of us are
inclined to undertake. We are glad to
observe that a column is henceforth to be
devoted to that scheme. Then again the
delay in publishing the Statistics, owing to
the incompetency or cavelessness of Pres.
byteries {we use these terms advisedly), has
prevented the Synod from considering the
matter at its annual meeting. Eftorts have
been made to have the Statistics in the
June Record, but these efforts failed, owing
to the causes above-mentioned, It was
resolved, however, at last meeting ot
Synod, that the Convener have them
printed in the June number this year, or
such.portions of them as are forwarded in
time. In that case the Synod, as well as
the Presbyteries, will be encbled ‘to deal
with delinquents.

But what are the reasons, or what may |,

be supposed to be the reasons, why this
Fund has notcome up to our expectations ?
That many of the larger and well-to-do
congregations have done liberal things, will
be seen when the next Statistical Tables
come out. That some of whom better
things might be expected have done very
little, we know. And, as is usually the

case, those that do least are the loudest
grumblers about mismanagement of the
Fund in particular cases,—both ministers
and people being loud in their complaints.
Of the congregations able to support them-
selves and hittle more, many give according
to their means, while not a few selfishly
fall back on the plea that they have enough
to do with themselves without caring for
others. And in some cases (we hope very
few) the minister either chimes in with his
people, or, in a cowardly way, bows to
their sentiments ; not daring to present the
claims of the scheme honestly and heartily.
We have pretty strong opinions anent
such & line of conduct as that on the part
of pastors. We are more and more inclined
to the opinion that in the majority of cases
more blame 38 to be attached to the pastor
than to the people. And cven as to the
class receiving aid, there is too much
looseness in observing the law of Synod.
Here the fault lies largely with the Presby-
teries.

That the Funds are not always applied
with sufficient diserimination we at once
grant; but what does that admission
amount to? It amounts to this, that the
managers of it are but men, and therefore
limited in wisdom and capacity. There
have been, and there are now, congrega-
tions receiving aid that are much more
competent to support themselves than many

‘that get no aid. But we wonld like to

know the Church management on which
the same strictures may not be made.—
The greatest pains is taken to prevent
abuse. The whole of our people know,
or if they are ignorant of it the more
shame for them, that every individual case
in which aid is granted has to be recom-
mended by the Presbytery of the bounds,
first of all, and each year & fresh recom-
mendation is required; then the case comes
before the Supplement Committee, where .
it is discussed again, and lastly the Synod
hears all the circumstances of the case ere
a final decision is given. At every stage
there is room for & check to be interposed
to prevent hasty or inconsiderate legisla-
tion, There is & rule adopted in other
Churches which we think might be intro-
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duced here with very good effect, —perhaps
it will ere Jong,—namely, that the congre-
eation receiving aid must contribute a cer-
tain minimum average amount as a sine qua
non of gotting that aid- -allowance of course
to be made for special cases where more
than the usual poverty prevails. When
such pains is taken to secure wise disposi-
tion of the funds, and when it is remem-
hered that it is not possible in every case to
avoid some abuse, it seems to us to be both
un-Presbyterian and un-Christian for any
congregation to refuse to contribute, or,
complying with the form, to continue the
evasion of the spirit of the Synod’s direc-
tions. The right mode of procedure—that
which is in accordance at once with the
genius of our Church order and with the
spirit of the gospel—is for each individual
and each congregation to give as largely
and generously to the scheme as the Lord
hath prospared each; and having done so,
to take every precaution against & wrong
disposition of what they do give. There is
nothing underhand about Presbyterian
order. Everything comes up for review
hefore the Synod; and in that Court each
congregation has two representatives,—tha
pastor and the representative of the Session,
—and through these it has a right to be
heard, and it will be heard, if there be any
just ground of complaint. We are as
assured of this as we are of our own exis-
tence, that the congregation that acts thus,
giviug freely and ungrudgingly, is pursuing
the best course for its own internal pros-
perity—for promoting its own growth.
Where there is an inclination to grumble
and disobey ‘the orders of the Church
Courts, there ave, as a generel rale,
. grumbiings and dissatisfection within the
_congregration itself, and, as & necessary re-
sult, want of life and love and spiritual
power.,

Without any disparagement, then, to
any other scheme; without diminishing by
a cent the contributions given to other ob-
jects; we claim a decper interest in, anda
larger support for, the Supplement Fund.
We have made & calculation, and we'find
that about $30 of an average from each
congregation would be sufficient to meet all

the grants for the current year. That is

surely no great burden on us as a Church.

We do pot believe that a great deal mere

than that would be any burden. Let us

set about it carnestly and cheerfully, and
the work will be done. Xet Presbyteries

do their duty, and a great impetus will be

given to the good canse.

PP
ACADIAN MISSION.

We publish the subjoined Jetter from Rev.
J. Campbell, of Sherbrooke : First, because
we wish to keep the subject before the
Church till the debt is extinguished, for
until that is done, the Committee in charge
cannot feel prepared to go forward; secondly,
because it was accompanied with the largest
contribution yet sent by any congregation
for this scheme; and thirdly, because the
letter expresses firm jfaith in the mission,
and encourages the earnest prosecution of
the work, reminding us, as we need to be

often reminded, of the <laims of a people

very near to us, to have the Gospel preached
to them.
We notice with satisfaction that the-

Presbytery of St. John are exercising their -
influence and authority in stimulating alls
the congregations under their charge to.

likeral contribution to all the schemes, and

calling particular notice to the want of -

funds to prosecute the work of that Mission.

We had contemplated asking the Chrés- .

tian women of the Chaxch to take up the
matter, and we believe they would quickly

respond and forward the means required. .

We are now persuaded this will be unneces-
sary, and if so, it is probably better that

our Christian women should remain as..

they are,—the most effective .auxiliaries of
all our missionary movements,~without
connection with any as a special favourite.

There is a work to be done, and we dotbt -,

not that the Tord will provide both men
and means. Butif we or our gifts-are to
be employed in His work, we should\re-

memember, that which is to be done shonld
be done promptly; and that while fellow-- .
mortals are passing away in darkness, an-".
warned and unsaved, it is criminal to be--
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idle, saying, « The time is not come,—the
time that the Lord’s house should be built.”

SHERBROOKE, Feb. 14th, 1871.

Dear Sir,—I enclose $49 from this con-
gregation for the Acadian Mission. The
last Record gives rather a discour ging ac-
count of its financial coudition. ‘L'he “de-
ficiency” of $332 is by far too large in such
a short time. I feel that I have not done
my duty in the matter, the money now
forwarded might have beea raised six
months ago had the deficiency been known
by us; and I feel satisfied that so soon as
some of our older congregations notice
that the mission is in debt to the amount
of §332, the *figures on the latter pages
of the Record” will exhibit something more
encouraging and more to the credit of onr
Church.” For the last two or three years we
have raised thousands of dollars for the bene-
fit of the thousand families in St. Anns,
Kankakee, while we have done little or noth-
ing for the sixteen thousand families in our
own Province. This reproach shouid be roil-
ed away immediately, and every encourage-
ment given to the Synod’s Committee to
prosccute the work of the Mission. For
my own part, I believe that the Acadian
Mission has as strong, if not stronger claims
on our support than Kankakee, or even
Trinidad. It is well to cast our bread on
the waters, for if it is done in faith we are
sure to find it after many days, but we are
surely to act with wisdom when we cast ovr
bread on the waters, or when we give
money for religious or charitable purposes,
and be as_guarded as 1. ‘ssible against im-

osition. Every dollar given to the Acadian

{ission is accounted for, and if we are
dissatisfied with the way in which it is ex-
pended we can discontinue our contribu-
itions, and cast our bread on other waters.

JorN CAMPBELL.
Rev. P. G. McGrEGOR,
Synod Treasurer.

Ol Ime
REVIEW.

‘Tas Wispom or THE KinGg; oR,
Stoupies 1v EccrLesiasTes. By THE
REev. James BENNET.

. We hail with pleasure this fresh contri-

-bution to the Authorship of the young

Dominion. The volume deserves, and no

doubt will obtain, a large circulation. For

the force, raciness and robust mauliness.of

Mr. Bennet's style and mode of treatment

will arrest attention :and .excite interest in

quarters where preaching .or writing of the
=average.quality would .fall flag and dead.

>

The work is not a continuous comment-
ary on the book of Icclesiastes, but com-
prises the substance of a course of lectures,
delivered originally to his own congrega-
tion, on the principal topics of the book—
bringing out the bearing of its lessons on
the state of society in modern times, The
principle on which he interprets the utter-
ances of the royal preacher is stated in the
outset, and its development and applica-
tion form the characteristic feature, ex-
cgetically, of the work. He regards his text
as an autobiography in which Solomon
depicts not only his outer but his inner life
as a Philosopher in quest of the summum
bonwm—narrates not only the experiments
heanade, in his search for happiness, but
the impressions produced on his mind by
the result of these experiments. As the
experiments were sometimes toolish, so the
resulting impressions may have been un-
sound or one sided. We are not bound to
maintain the morality of the one; and as
little are we bound to maintain the correct-
ness of the other. Take for example his
multiplication of wives, which was carried
to such excess that his harem counted a
thousand inmates. Each succesuive mar-
riage was another experiment in quest of
happiness. The result was disappointment ;
and in recording the fact he leaves usto
infer that there is less of true womanliness
among women than of true manliness
among men,—a conclusion worthy of an
exhansted libertine. Viewing the earlier
parts of the book in this light, as setting
forth efforts made and opinions formed be-
fore the final conclusion was reached, Mr.
Bennet maintains his right to exercise a
free criticism alike on the manner of
Solomon’s inquiry and on the validity of
his earlier conclugions. How he does it,
let the reader ascertain for himself by pro-
curing and studying the work. On the
principle of interpretation involved we
would only remark, (1.) That its general
basis is incontrovertible, viz.: that the au-
thority of Scripture is no more responsible
for the correctness of opinions which it
merely reports than for the morality of
actions which it merely narrates. (2.) That
with reference to the book of Ecclesiastes
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in particular, the view adopted by Mr.
Bennet is favoured by the structure of the
hook itself—by the frequent occurrence of
such expressions a3, *“then I said in my
heart”—and by the difficulty of interpreting
some passages on any other principle.

Mr. Bennet's exposition of the lessons of
Dceclesiastes is interesting and instructive
for all, but especially for a city population.
Young men about town would do well to
give heed to his warnings against dissipa-
tion and licentiousness ; whilst his scathing
rebukes of commercial dishonesty are fitted
o exercise a salutary influence on those
who are giving their energies to the race
for riches. And his pervading tone of hope-
fulness for the future, as well as healthful
and hearty enjoyment of the present, will
¢o far to conciliate even such readers as feel
repelled from the study of the text he ex-
pounds, by the dismal echo of the preacher’s
theme, “ Vanity of vanities.”

Highly, however, as we think of this vo-
lume, we would net care to endorse all its
contents. There is one passage which is
s0 expressed as to do injustice to the
author’s theology. Mr. Bennet probably
means no more than that God is laden with
our sins aud made to serve by our iniqui-
ties—that our sinfalness is repulsive to his
nature—and that his compassion for sinners
was the source or moving cause of our re-
demption, for “God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son.” But
this by no means justifies the statement
that “ the sufferings of God manifest in the
flesh were but the type and image of what
God had always been enduring on behaifof
man, &c.” p. 335. The sufferings of Christ
were the type and image of the Father’s
love; they revealed, and so measured, its

depth. But they were more than that.—

They were the fruit and result of His love.
. /wd it was only by being the fruit and
result of His love that they became its type
and image, The magnitude of an effect
affords a measure of the cause by which it
is produced. ‘The distinction between cha-
racter and conduct—between what a man
isand what he does, is‘simple’ enough.—
Aud if we attempt' to think of God atall
we must carry this distinction with as.—

The holy love of God, which hates the
abominable thing attaching to its human
object, is a phase or aspect of the divine
character; and the divine character is sim-
ply the moral side of the one divine nature.
So long as we think of compassion as sim-
ply immanent in the divine nature—not re-
sulting in volition or action—no question
arises respecting the persons of the Trinity.
As there is one nature, not three natares;
so there is one compassion, not three com-
passions. But it is otherwise when com-
passion becomes active, providing redemp-
tion for the perishing. Itisin conuexion
with this work of redemption that the dis-
tinction between the divine Persons is prin-
cipally, and most clearly, revealed to us.
The work isdistributed, as it wero, amongst
them. The Father wills redemption. The-
Son works it out, by his obedience unto
death. The Spirit applies.* to the hearts.
and consciences of men for whom it is pro..
vided. The office and work of suffering for
the sins of men belongs not to the Father,.
not to the Spirit, but to the Son. It is his,.
and his exclusively, to make his soul an.
offering for sin. And he has done it once-
for all. To say that “ God’s atonement is-
continuously going forward,” is to use
words in asense pecaliarly liable to be mis-
understood. If Christ’s sufferings possess
no interest or vaire beyond serving asa
type aud image of tLis continuons atone-
ment, he suffered not as a priest but only as -
aprophet; he died not for our sins but only
for our instruction. No sach doctrine can
be inferred from our Lord’s reply to Philip
[not Thomas, by the way] “ He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father.” For this
reply relates to what God s, not to what -
he does; to his character as God, not to his .
distinetive and’ peculiar actings as First
Person in the Trinity. We do not suppose -
for a moment that Mr. Bennet intends to -
set-agide the doctrine of the atonement as.-
usually understood; but he has used lan..
guage that is at least capable of suchr a con-
struction. It is only a single half-page,
however, thatis thus apparently vitiated.
Elsewhiere there are some minor inaceara. - -
cles of style and statement to- which- we -
miguthave called attention; bitt the atlior’y .
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distance from the printer—referred to in his.

prefatory note—will largely account for
them, and they will probably be corrected
in a subsequent cdition ; snd we feel as if
we had said cnough already in the way of
adverse criticism. It is because we wish
the book an extensive career of uscfulness,
and the author some profit, not pecuniary
alone, but moral and spiritual, of this labouar
which he hath done under the sun, that we
have, felt it nccessary thus to cnter our
caveat with reference to a passage which
might mislead the ill-instructed.

)
PROGRESS TOWARD UNION.
Wkhether the four Presbyterian bodies
now negociating for Union are prepared to
become incorporated into one, at an early

day, we cannot say. We have doubts
whether & measure involving changes so

many and so great, as must follow the de- |

termination to unite, can be adopted as
speedily as some sanguine advocates expect.
But there can be no doubt that the way to
Union lies in the direction of hearty co-
operation. Yn other words, if we walk to-
gether, and work together so far as we are
agreed, the desired+end will come, and
come more speedily than the less sanguine
now anticipate.

In following out this road of joint co-
nperation, the Presbyteries of Prince Ed-
ward Island are taking the lead. They have
repeatedly met for prayer and conference.
They have united in the support of a com-
mou rcligious newspaper, and have arranged
for supplying destitute stations, so that
where people were unable to have each a
minister of their own body, they might
nnite in accepting a mivister from eithers
-02 whom they might agree.

The following extract from the Presby-
terian, which is the paper of the two Pres-
byteries, shews one of the early and happy
results :—

UNION AT CLYDE RIVER.

Our readers will rejoice to know that the
«cfforts to unmite the two congregations at
Clyde River have been very signally
honoured, God has crowned our efforts so

far with success. From the publigshed ve-
ports of the two last conferences of Presby-
teries, it will be seen that upon each occa-
sion a delegation was appointed to meet
with the adherents of both churches ay
Clyde River. At the first meeting the
ereatest harmony was found to exist al-
ready among the people, and the vesult was
that resolutions were carrvied unanimously,,
first to unite, and then to have a minister’
settled among them as soon as possible.
A petition being seat to the conference to
have a call moderated in favor of the Rev.
Alexr. Stirling, so well and favorably
known in the Island, a meeting was again
held at Clyde River Church. The result
was most gratifying. The call was unani-
mously signed, and subseription lists were
brought in to the amount of £150. Our
friends will receive this intelligence with
thankfulness to the great Head of the
Church who has prospered this matter.
Alrea(by here is & congregation self-support-
ing and only waiting the arrival of a Pastor.
Lot us pray he soon may be sent, so that
this first fruits of our prospective union
may be a happy foretaste of the good things
in store for our people yet.

Now, may we not pause and ask why
should not this spirit of combination so
happily begun, be taken up in other parts
of our field? In widely scattered districts,
it could be acted on with the greatest bene-
fitto all parties. Let our ministers and
¥e0plc take the matter.up in earnest, and

Ie who loves o see brethren dwell together
in unity will doubtless show such favor to
our humble efforts, as will make many a
locality to rejoice and flourish abundently.

The Presbyterics of St. John have moved
in the same direction, and their conferences
and united action have been equally pleasing
to themselves, and healing t¢ the divided
Presbyterianism of New Brunswick. The
supply of Richmond and Woodstock, for
example, is now 8o arranged that collision
and the presence of two ministers where
one may suffice are avoided. The same
spirit is carried out in the appointments
and missionary efforts of both Churches.

We have heard, and we think on good
authority, of a much improved state of feel-
ing in Cape Breton, and fear we wilt have
to make the confession that Nova Scotia
proper lags in this race. Something, how-
ever, i3 being dome. The Presbytery of
Tatamagouche lately met, with brethren of
the Kirk from Pictou Presbytery, fratern-
ized, and passed the following minute :—
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‘WaLrace, Nov. 8th, 1870.

“Which day and place the Preshytery of
‘Tatamagouche met, and was constituted,
inter alia,

“The Presbytery proceeded to confor
with Rev. Jas. Anderson and Mr. Oulton,
a Committee frow the Presbytery of Pictou,
in conuection with the Charch of Scotland,
shen, after the views of brethren had been
fecely interchanged, it was found, that the
grvcatest harmony of opinion prevailed as
to the desirability of co-operation between
the two bodies, till the time of their incor-
poration, which it is hoped would not be
far distant. It was also felt that another
confercnce should take place with a view of
further clearing up the matter, which con-
ference was appointed to take place at
Tatamagouche on the afternoon of the
third Tuesday of January, 1871.

“ Extracted from the Minutes of Presby-
tery.

- Tuos. Sevewick, Pres. Clerk.
=
MISSIONS OF THE GANADA PRESBYTERIAN
GHURGCH,

The pages of our Record have been for
some time so fully occupied by matter con-
nected with our Missions, both Home and
Foreign, that we had not space to notice,
as we would like, other Missions, and to
publish articles of general interest. In the
present namber we wall present some inter-
esting papers on Missions, and give more
space than usual w notice the work of
other bodies.

Of these, one of the nearest to wus, in
every sense, is the Canada Presbyterian
Church. By recent political changes their
Foreign Missions have become Home Mis-
sions. The Red River and the Saskatche-
wau have become, and British Columbia
probably soon will become, portions of the
Dominion. In character, however, their
evangelising movements are unchanged,
being in part directed to persons nominally
Christian, and needing to be followed by
the means of grace, and in part to the
Aborigines, who are essentially heathen,

Rev. Messrs, Aitkin and Jamiesen occupy
wo importsmtypiaces with surrounding
stations—New Westminster and Nanaimo
—in DBritish Columbiz, and are exerting
themselves, with other evangelists, among
whom are Rev. S. McGregor and Rev. Mr.
Thomson, ministers of the Kirk of Scot-
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land from Nova Scotia, to introduce the
leaven of Christianity into the educational,
social, and public life of that new country.

Rev. Messrs. Black and Fletcher, who
have for some time proved themselvas
faithful labouvers in the Red River country,
now generally known as Manitoba, were
encouraged in their work by the arrival of
Rev. My, McNabb, about the time when
the political troubles of that country were
at their height. He has since preached
chicefly at Littlo Britain, Headingly, and at
Portage La Prairie, and adjoining stations
on the Assiniboine.

About the same time Me-D. B. Whim-
ster was sent out at the ecarnest request of
Messrs. Black and Fletcher, to conduct o
High School or Academy, and being also a
Probationer, to preach in ueighbouring
stations once every Lord’s day. 'The school
established at Kildonan has realized the
most sanguine expectation of its friends;
and it is hoped that some of the young
men who are studying in it will yet devote
themselves to the work of the Gospel min-
istry. Tt is under the joint charge of
Messrs. Black and Whimster, and in it are
taught, besides all the usual branches of a
good common school of the highest order,
three Latin Classes and two in Greek. It
has 90 pupils.

Rev. Mr. Nisbet is on the Saskatchewan,
and labours among the Cree Indians, and,
like our own Rand among the Micmacs,
labours alone ; and among many difficulties
and great discouragements, these have been
increased by the ravages of small-pox,
which, as is well known, is the terver; as it
is indeed a fell destroyer of savage tribes.
His last letter is dated Seyt. 15th, and from
it we give extracts :—

“When I last wroto to vou we had a
large camp of Indians.around us, but
shortly after they, with the most of the
settlers, went off to the plains after pro-
visions. Before they left, we heard that
the dreaded disease of small-pox was
among the Blackfoot Indians. Providen-
tially we Dbad a little vaccive matter, and
we vaccinated all the people, young and
old, before they left, to the number of ninetv
or more. From some of these others wee
vaccinated at Carlton, and others still on

the plains. By this means we have reason
to believe that some hundreds of lives huve
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been preserved; for we have not heard of
even one vaccinated person being overtaken
by the disease; and many of our people
were at onc time eamped in the vicinity of
the dead and d{ing. Somo of our people
have brought harrowing accounts of the
mortality on the plains—many dead bodies
left dying on the open plain, and in somo
cases tents standing with all the inmates
dead and nohe venturing to bury them.
“Towards the close of July our Indians
and settlers returned from tﬁe plaing, and
the Indians were for some time camped be-
side the mission. On_ the 23rd of that
month I went to Carlton, and had the
usual services on the following day. While
I was there a sick woman was bronght
into the fort, but it was not thought to be
the small pox ; nevertheless, it did prove to

be that disease, and the woman died of it. |

On the 15th Aug. we heard that onc of the
clerks at Carlton was down with the disease,
and on the following day we heard that
another of them was alarmingly ill. The
news frightened the Indians, who were
camped around us, very much. We theil
vaccinated all who had not been vaccinated
in the spring—about fifty persons. Then
the Indians resolved to break up camp and
disperse for greater sccurity, and in a few
days all were off to the lakes and woods.
They carnestly requested that I would use
my influence to prevent people travelling
hotween Carlton and this place while the
disease continues; and when they learned
that their friends at Carlton were anxious
to see me there, they intimated plainly
enough that should I go, they would never
«uffer me to set my foot again in this place.
‘Thus I have been prevented from visiting
these people in their most trying circum-
stances, for which I feel decply grieved.
“The second of the clerks, who was
attacked by the disease, died within five
days from the time that he first complained.
He was a very fine young mau, a particu-
lar friend of ours, and one who ever mani-
fested a deep interest in our work. On the
occasion of my last visit, I insisted very
much on his coming down with me to spend
a few days at the mission; but although
there was nothing then to prevent his com-
ing, he would not leavz his post of duty,
particularly as the Master in charze was
then absent at Red River.  When he was
taken itl; he lamented mach Jhat he was nog
with Ins fiiends at the mission.  As I was
prevented from going to see him, I wrote o
letter for him, such as I knew was suited to
his state of mind; but it was some hours
t20 late in reaching Carlton. Since that
t:me there have been many cases in and
around the fort, and many deaths. Thus
far our litrle community have been mer-
cifully preserved fro:n the discase, and the
Indians continuc scattered abroad—oanly

o 2.0

individuals of them visiting from time to
time. I cannot but look upon it as provi-
deatial that our household is so small, at
this very alarming time; while I cannot
but regret that so few arc seeking to he
benefited hy our residence among them.

-#We have appointed Wednesday next
'8 & day of special thanksgiving to God for
L his continued merey, and of prayer for
$hipse' who are suffering from the prevailing
§ se. We have also causeto give thanks
it our ficlds have yielded their increase.

e grain crops were much injured by the
eaat drought and heat in June, and by the
figcks of black birds, both in the spring and
bgzvest ; owing to the heavy rains the crops
rémained stooked from three to four weeks,
and it was next to impossible to keep the
birds off, so great were their nambers; the
ropt crops have improved wonderfully by
means of the late plentiful showers. " All
the more should we be thankful for God’s
bounty in the harvest, inasmuch as it has
been impossible for us to get any provisions
from the plains this season; hence the farm
is our great dependence, and its importance
becomes increasingly apparent.

“ The school has been closed during the
weeks of harvest. I expect to open it again
in a few days, when I hope the families now
settied here will take advantage of it.—
There are at least twenty one children in
the settled families who might attend.

‘Y crave the prayers and sympathies of
the members of the Church in our present
somewhat trying circumstances.

¢ In the absence of my interpreter, I can
do but little among the Indians ; but I have
plenty of work among the English-sgeaking
people, and in the school where I teach
reading in_ Cree, as well as in English
branches. I hope the time is not far off’
when T shall be allowed to welcome a
fellow-labourer, so that I may be .able to
visit the camps on the plains. The rem-
nant left by the small-pox may be dis-
posed to listen to the Gospel ; and the fact
that the Indian tribes are being reduced by
disease and war should kindle the sympa-
thiecs of the Christian Church toward
them.” Jaxes NisBeT.

The Canada Church has expended on
thesc Missions during the past year 38097,
asum exceeding the receipts for the year
by more than $2000, and leaving some
debt, nowwithstanding th2 balance on hand
with which the year commenced.

Besides the North-West and British Co-
lumbian Missions, our Sister Church has
also on hand her French Mission at Kanka-
kee, and her people are the chief contribu-

tors, with the Congregationalists, to the
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funds of the French Canadinn Missionary
Society, which has for its ficld nearly the
whole Province of Quebec.

Before another yoar has expired, it is
probable that she will have accepted the
Missionary who has already offered for
Indin or China ; and if the missionary spirit
of Erskine Church were general, we should
be sanguine ot hearing of & young Cana-
dian minister claiming a passage in the
Dayspring in 1872 1o New Hebrides. Be
that as it may, we are thankful for the free-
will offering of the Sabbath Schools of
Erskine Church and Cote Street, Montreal;
of Dr. Jennings’ Church Torunto, and of
Dr. Ormiston’s (late) of Hamilton, to keep
our Dayspring sailing to carry missionaries
thither from whatever quarter they may
come; and we aro persuaded that the best
prepavation for Union, whether it come
soon or late, i3 increased dewvotion to the
Lord’s great work, with mutual and ever-
increasing interest in the mission fields and
work of our respective Churches.

-——-@Ww—.—.—

THE HAWII, OR SANDWICH ISLANDS.
(For the * Record.” )

Many of the rcaders of the Record are
aware of the great work that has been ac-
complished in the Sandwich Islands ir the
last half centiry. It may not, however, be
upinteresting, even to these to have their
memories refreshed by a few facts that I
have gathered to-night from an address hy
Rev. Dr. Coan, who has laboured in those
Islands far the past thirty-five years, The
address, in itself, was one of the richest
treats I have listened to since coming to
Princeton. Dr. Coan began by describing
the islands when the mission was under-
taken, in 1820, They were n nation of
thieves, robbers, debauches, and murderers.
‘They had no civilization, and knew nothing
of God. They had no lands, or anything
that they could call their own. ~Their
chiefs were many, and they could do to
them and with them as they pleased They
might build a hut, but the chief would take
it or barn it when he saw.fit. He would
appropriate to himself their pigs or planta-
tions at pleasure. When he wished to
make a journey, he seut word before him,
and the islanders had to turn out and pre-
pare a house for himself and his train, and
then sapply all their wants any length of
fime he saw fit to remain. Thus, killing
and eating as he advanced, he always left

ruin in his track. Dr. Coan joined the
mission in 1834, and settled on Hawaii, the
largest island in tho group. This island,
he said, was divided into six districts, two
of which were assigned to him. On begin-
ning his work he found that a number of
the natives had already been instrueied to
read, but very few had been received into
the Church, though he now believes that o
namber were even then converted. JIn his
first tour through his fields, he met with
many hardships from want of roads and
want of any kind of accommodation, but
always got a ready hearing.

About that time an infidel king abolished
idolatry, not because he wished for anything
better, but beeause he was a drunkard and
dehanchee, and did not wish his people to
worship any God. So God opened up the
way for the Gospel; and when he (Dr.
Conn) was leaving to come home, he could
not get an idol on the island to take with
him as a curiosity. In 1835-"36, every-
where he went crowds came to hear, and
veturned to tell their friends. Children
who used to insult and curse their aged
parents, began to lead them to hear the
story of the Cross  Frequently did he bap-
tize & number of aged persons under a tree,
and dispense the Sacrament of the Supper
on a projecting rock.

In 1837 there was a great awakening, and
the most abandoned were brought to seek
after peace with God, Thousands flocked
around him to confess their evil deeds and
ask instruction. After Inbouring all day,
and sometimes till midnight, he had to dis-
miss them, and urge them to let him have
rest. They would then retiro into the
groves and pray till daybreak, and again
return, asking for instruction. When quict
was sought in the next village, it could not
be obtained; for crowds ran hefore and
would be awaiting his arrival, so that he
had not time sowmuch as to eat. Frequently
had he to do so while travelling from vil-
lage to village. The people gather into the
villages by thousands, that they might meet
with him. After holding mecetings with
them regularly for a week, they would bey
of him to continue longer. From ten to
twelve thousand collected and built huts
around the mission premiscs. During this
time many shewed real tokens of conver-
sion. Stolen goods were secretly restored,
drinking was abandoned, and hundreds of
smoking-pipes were broken. At the close of
services, one and another would present
knife he had found and inquire after the
owner. In 1838 he had 4,000 names on
his book, of persons with whom he had
conversed, and who wished to be baptized ;
but as yet few had been admitted to the
Church. An immense Church had been
built by this time, and now God appeared
to say, * Go forward I’ So 1,700 persons
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were chosen from amony the 4,000 names,

and in-one day admitted to Christian privi- |

leges., . These had all been conversed with
privately several times. The 1,700 sat ’n
rows upon the ground, in their large
Church: He passed from one to another,
and baptized them all, and then said, “I
haptize you all in the name of the Father,”
&c.  They thien received the Commaunion.
Many tears were shed that day ; to use the
Doctor’s own words,—“ More, I believe,
than the water it took to baptize them.”
2\ very large proportion of these have stood

firm. ~ Another day 500 were recgived, and )
in that year 5,000 were added to the ;

Church. In all, the Dr. has received into
the Communion of the Church only forty
short of twelve thousand souls !

“These,”” he said, ‘“were children in
syiritual things, and therefore had to be
watched over as a tender mother watches
her litt'e ones.””  He always kept a roll of
their nam:s, which was regularly called
over. Of these, he has good hopes to be-
lieve that 8,000 have entered into rest.

In the district where he laboured for:
thirty years alone, there are now eight
Churcies. The next year (1839) a Consti-
tution was adopted for the island, and the
lands made over to the people. Foreigners
came and introduced commerce of various
kinds. The people support the Gospel
among themselves, and do much to send it
abroad. When we went, enough gold
could not havé been found among them to
purchase @ pair of shoes. Since then they
have raised $100,000 to support the Gospel.
Of course, he said, there are dark spots yet,
but the Gospel predominates. Since the
work bezan 67,000 have been received into
the visible Church. He also spoke of
several missions now carried on by these
islanders.  On the Marquesas and several
other groups they are .now labouring with

great zeal. Many places abandoned Ly
European 1MMissionaries are successfully

wrought by these natives. In their various
ficlds of forcign labour they have now more
than 1,000 converts.

Before closing the address, he appealed
to men of the world, if missions do not pay.
Is it not cheap work? The whole work
did not cost more than onc-and-a-half
millions of dollars! IJow many miles of
railroad would that build?  Now these
rpeople are recoguized ns 1 Christian nation
Aalb over the worid.  ‘The flag of every na
tion js now found in Hawiian harbours!

The pravers of all were asked for the
many islands that glitter like gems in the
“broad Pacific, that they may become gems in
the crown of the Redeemer.  Students were
exhorted to le wholly consecrated to the
work of the best of Masters. There is still
much to do at home as well as abroad.
‘There is more heathenism in many of your

large cities than in the Sandwish Islands at
this ".our. The closing words were some-
what as follows : Don’t be afraid ; commit
yourselves to God ; make sure that you are
fulfilling His commission and all will be
well; don’t look too much to your own
physical constitution; don’t ask doctors to
look into your eye and tell you what field
you are fitted for. Doctors told me I was
not strong enough; so, too, did a D. D.
“ You arc too slender,”” said he ; and I was
slender then, but not now. Don’t fear the
winds, or the waves, for they arc in His
hand, or the lions, for He will take them
out of the way. Let your motto be, * Christ
and Him crucitied.” Don’t attempt to
save yonr life, for in so doing you may
lose it ; but be willing to lose it, and you
will be sure to find it in life eternal.

If these jottings should stimulate any of
the readers of the Record to rencwed inter-
est in our Foreign Missions, I shall not
have spent 2 little extra * midnight ol in
vain. K.

Princeton, Feb. 14th, 1870.

A
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SAMDA.

(Address by Dr. Turner before the Students
of the United Presbyterian Hall, Edin-
burgh.)

THE SAMOAN BIBLE.

Ten jears ago I came home on my first
furlongh. At that time I spent about two
years in this country in editing an edition:
of the entire Old and New Testaments in
the Samoan dialect, with marginal refer-
ences. Observe that this group of ten
islands, called by the natives Samoa, and
usually known asthe  Navigator’s Islands,’
is situated in Central Polynesia, about 3000
| wiles from Sydney, and pupulated by about
| 35,000 licht copper-coloured natives. The
|

Samoan Bible, to which I have just referred,
was the united translating work of fifteen
missionaries, carricd on during upwards of
.gwenty years, and finally revised principally
by my esteemed brethren, the Rev. George
Pratt and Henry Nisbet. The British and
Forcign Bible Socicty advanced the money
—aupwards of £3000—and supplied us with
an cdition of 10,000 copies, on the usual
condition of onr transactions with the Bible
Soviety —viz., that we sell the books, and
refund, if possible, for the original cost.
We arvanged the sale of the volumes at
seven shillings for calf maible-edise copies,
and nine shillings for those hound in calf
and gilt edges, which fully met all ex-
penses.  For months there was a sush at all
the stations for the book, and especially fos
the gilt-cdged copies, and in less than two
| years we had sent back to the Bible Society
! £2000. The demand went steadily on, and
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in less than six years the edition was sold
off, and the Bible Sociéty had received pay-
ment in full of all their demands against
as. And now I am here again, and editing
another and a stereotyped edition of the
precions volume.

COMMERCIAL ASPECT OF MISSIONS.

Since the commencement of our mission,
we have gone on the paying and unot the
pauper principle. ‘The aatives have hands
with which to work,—are an agricultural
people,—and we have found that, to requive
payment for books, they value them all the
more;. while at the same time it is a m.aus
of developing the resources of the islands,
and of advancing commerce, without, in the
least deviating from our proper work as
Christian missionaries. In the early stages
of the mission the natives had never seen a
coin or a resident trader, and so we had
then to receive payment for books in cocoa-
nut oil, arrowzoot, and other prodace.—
‘This unclerical work of measuriv. oil, and
weighing arrowroot, and of selling again to
rading vessels for cash, was a most uncon-
genial business, and exposed the missionary
character to the charge ot trading for grain.
Anyone, however, who wounld be at the
trouble to look a little beluw the surlace,
could see at a glance that not a farthing
went into the pocket of the missionary, but
all was duly accounted for to a committee
of the missionaries, and by them transwit-
ted to the Society as the proceeds of sales
of books. Now, however, advancing civil-
isation has placed us in more favourable
circumstances, and in Samoa, at least, we
are all but free from these commercial secu-
larities. The natives have now European
stores to which they take their arrowroot,
cotton, cocoa-nut oil, and other produce,
and receive money, or anythiug they nced,
in exchange. And so it is that, whether it
is & Bible thev wish' to buy, or & free coun-
zribution to the Missionary Soeciety, they
hand us the clean money, and that sgain
we exchange with the merchants for bills
on London, Hamburg, or Australia. Aand
s0 you sce that the large sum which we
have sent to the Bible Society reptesents, I
mav say, seme £5000 or £6000 worth of
useful produce, which the natives have pre-
viously passed into the hands of thie mer-
chants.

* AIMS AT SELF-SUPPORY.

And so it is, too, with the clothing of
variouas kinds, now sold to the natives.
You see in it all the natural and unvarying
results of missionary work in advancing the
interests of commerce. Why.do the natives
wish such things now-a.dzys? Ask the
young woman standing at the -merchant’s
counter selecting a dress:picce what she is
going to do with it. She will stare at you
Yor putting such a question, and- perhaps

curtly reply, ¢ Why should not I be decent
and like other people when 1.go to the
house of God? ~Ask the young man who
has just had his bag of cotton weighed
what he is going to do with .the black
alpaca coat he is choosing, and he-will give
you the same answer; or perhaps he will
say it is the month in which. they are in the
habit of giving an annual presentto their
native minister, and that he isgoingto give
him a black coat this year!: Why, sir,
some £50,000 worth of such articles are
now in demand cvery year, that they-may
‘be decent,’” as they say, in the house of
God. And obseeve, too, that £%50,000
worth of drapery goods represen;s probably
£100,000 worth of the produce of-native
industry. And thus you perceive to what
a large extent the circulation of the Bible
and the spread of Christianity directly ad-
vance the interests of commerce. .Blot out
Christianity, send the people back to naked
heathenism, and what then? The mer-
chants may shut ap their stores to-morrow,
and the island trading vessels had better go
elsewhere! The demand for powder and
shot, spirits and tobacco, would only be a
disgraceful traffic, and would not pay ex-
penses, for it could not be carried on but
amid treachery and savagism, and loss of
life and property.

I have been led to speak thus minutely
en this commercial aspect of missions, from
& surprising statement which I lately read
in the iwo interesting volumes by Sir
Samuel Baker on kis exploration of the
sources of the Nile. The passage is in the
introduction to the first volume, and_ reads

thus: ¢ The philanthropist and the mission-

ary will expend their noble energies in. vain
in struggling against the obtuseness of
savage hordes, until the first steps towards
their gradual enlightenment shall have been
made by commerce. The savage must
learn to want. He must learn to be am-
bitious, and to covet more than the mere
animal necessities of food and drink. This
can alone be taught by & commiumication
with civilised beings. The sight of men
well clothed will induce the naked savages
to covet clothing, and will crcate o want.
The supply of this demand will be the first
step towards commerce.” But does not Sir
Samuel Baker see that & missionary can
create 4 want as well as & commercial
trader'?  Is not the presence of missiona-
ties communication with .civilised beings ?
Do they not take with thein articles of
clothing with which to pay servants, to

-give:for work done, and to dispose of to

the matives in oxchange fof supplics of
food 2 Is-not the opening of churches and
schools the creation of wants? Is not the
desire for knowlddge, and especially the
knowledge of :God’s word, the introduction
of .a glovious went? If:Sir Samuel Baker
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knew more about missions, he would surely
rewrite the paragraph: for undoubtedly it
might rather be said that commerce ¢ will
expend its noble encrgies in vain " until
the first step towards the gradual enlighten-
ment of savage tribes shall have beenr mado
by the philanthropist and the missionary.
Or, if yuu will, let both go tegether, hand
in hand ; and both, if rightly directed, will
be mutual helps to cach other, and 2 power-
ful alliance, by God’s blessing, in ruising a
people from savagism to Christian civilisa-
tion.

Gathering_up, then, the sccular results of
our missionary work, and viewing them
from a meré commercial standpoint, I main-
tain that theforeign merchant should regard
the cause of missions with the profoundest
respect as a main source of his wealth, and
consider, too, that some proportion of his
anoual profits is in all fairness due to the
missionary society, and is at the same time
one of his wisest investments.

SPIRITUAL ASPECT OF MISSIONS.

But there is another and an infinitely
higher view of the results of our missionary
work., I believe that there are now in
heaven—not in our churches merely, but
safe in heaven—some five thousand of our
Samoans. I may be wrong in this, but you
will admit that is quite possible, that I'am
right in my estimate. And I would add
further, that I believe there are five thou-
sand move among the church-goers in the
two hundred villages who feel that they are
at peace with God, who strive and pray
against sin, and who bave a good hope of
reaching heaven when they die. If one
soul, according to the estimate of our
blessed Saviour, who had a right to speak
on the sabject, is of more value than the
‘whole world,’” what are we to say of the
value of these twico five thonsand? No
combination <f the most gifted minds is
sufficient to a iswer the question. Eternity
and the vantage-ground of the intelligence
of the angels of God are required to form
the most distant approximation to a solu-
tion of the great problem. Oh that the
men who speak against missions were wise!
Oh that they understood these thingsi—
Would to God that they would cease speak-
ing on a subject of which they know so
little, and whose incoherent revilings are as
absurd as might be the utteranees of men
born blind were they to attempt to
describe or denounce the colours of the
rainbow ! .

But, after all, it is not a thing much to
be wondered at, nor should it disconcert
Christian minds in the slightest, to hear
some men talk as they do on-the failure of
missions to the heathen. The same men
will probably tell you that salvation by
Christ is a failure; that the Christian Sab-

bath is a failure; that preaching the word'
of God is a failure; nay, that the Bible it-
self is a failure: and the secret of all, T
believe, is to be found in these words of the
Apostle Paul when he says, ¢ The carnal
mind is enmity against God.” Wherever
there is enmity against God, depend upon
it there will be enmity towards God’s ser-
vice and Ged’s servants of every name and
employment.

But, sir, waile God blesses our efforts to
raise our fellow-creatures from the depths of
heathenism to the inteHigence of Christian
communities, we can afford to let such men
talk as they please. Nay, I sometimes
thirk that taeir paliry opposition stimulates
rather than otherwise to increased exertion.
Be that as it may, the good work goes on.
Every year isa year interspersed with our
preaching agencies, our day-schools and
Sabbath-schouls, our prayer-mectings and
Bible-classes ; our printing press adding to
our Christian and educational literature;

_and our mission seminary sending out bet-
" ter and still better qualified native agents.

Last year we imported from England 2
fiftecn-thousand edition of a large type
Testament and Psalter for the aged. We
have now on the way out to the islands,
editions of a volume of Sketches of Ser-
mons, Notes on the Gospel by John and
the Epistle to the Romans, together with a
translation of the Pesp of Day, to add to
similar works already there. We have
now in the press in the islands a 700-page
volume of notes on the Book of Psalms and
an illustrated Bible Dictionary. We have
ready for the press some other Scripture
Comments, an elementasy work on Natural
Philosophy, and I am now employed on
another edition of ten thousand copies of
our Samoan Bible. This work has again
been carefully revised, and some of us, but
especially Mr. Pratt, have been-at work on
it for the last three or four years. As this
is the third edition, and has the benefit of
the ripe experience of men who have been
on an average about thirty years in the
mission, we can with safety fix the version,
stercotype, save a great deal of trouble for
the future, and at the same time cheapen,
for gencerations to come the precious bread
of life.
MEDICAL DISPENSARY.

Close by our native teachers’ institution,
our medical dispensary has been com-
menced by our yonng doctor, who is well
known to many of you, and whose name
has been so kindly received to-night.*
When 1left Samoa in December last, he
had completed his first year in the mission,
and during that time had attended to 6892

*Rov. Georgo A. Turner, M.B. Dr. Turner's
son, who received his thcologicai education in
connection with our Divinity Hall.

.
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patients. ¥Te had also & select class of ten
of the students for instraction in practice of
medicine and surgery, and he intended,
atte. a time, to deliver a course of lectures
to all the students on househeld surgery
and kindred subjects. I have referred to
our institation for the education of a native
.agency, with which I have been connected
-since its commencement, twenty-six years
ago. The close of & quarter of a century
in September last year made me carious to
look into the past, and inquire after the
students of former days. As the result, T
found that we had cnrolled among the
members of the institution 543 wmen, 395
women, and 205 youths—in all, 1143, ex-
clusive of children, which would be the
addition of at least 1000 more.

PROGRESS.

We have endeavonred to make onr insti-
tution to & large extent self-supporting.
With the exception of the first year, when
the students’ plots of ground were being
Jaid under cultivation, we have not been at
2 penuy of expense for food. Tke students
keep up their agricultural and fishing habits
for an hour or two of daily exercise, and
that is enough to supply the wauts of their
table all over the year. Ouar expenditure
for th.e purchase of eighty acres of land,
tools, stationery, and an annual suit ot
cotton garmonts to each, has been about
£1250 in five-and-twenty years—that is to
say, an average of .£50 a year; and, if fur-
ther analysed, shows that the entire cest of
the education of each student has been some-
thing under five-and-twenty shillings.

We have eighty-six young men in the
institution, ard send out about twenty a
year. When the students leave the institu-
tion, in almost every instance they go
direct to some village from which they
have had a prier call, sanctioned by the
resident missionary, end perhaps ten or
twenty native teachers of the district. We
have about two hundred of these little
village communitics under the care of the
mission. Each has its native agent, who
not only conducts schools, but preaches to
the peuple on the Lord’s day, and baptizes
the children of church members. In many
<ases, too, they administer the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper; and we are gradually
wausferring to these native agents the
entire care of the churches, with the respon-
sibility of superintending additions and dis-
cipline. The villages suppore their native
ageats, and have done so for the last six-
ween years; and, in addition to the support
of their native teachers, give a voluntary
contribution to the London Missionary So-
cicty, which, during the last ten years, has
amounted to £10,715, which is an average
of upwards of £1000 per annum, in addi-
<ion 10 & much larger contribution which

they make for the support of the village
teachers,

And all this is from the descendants of
the peo¥le of whom the great French navi-
gator, La Perouse, wrote thus after the
massacre of one of his officers and ten of
his ;nen at one of our Samoan islands in
1787 :—

‘J willingly abandon to others,’ said he,
“the careof writing the uninteresting his-
tory of such barberous nations. A stay of
twenty-four hours and the relation of oar
mistortunes suffice to show their atrocious
manners and their arts, as well as the pro-
ductions of one of the finest countries in the
apiverse.”

‘We have ¢ willingly > taken up the work
which the unfortunate La Perouse said he
willingly abandoned; and” we rejo ce to
make known to the world what the gospel
of Christ has done for a people who were
branded by these early navigators as atro-
cious savages. But while we rejoice in the
wonderfully changed aspect of thousands of
the Samoans, we must not relax oar exer-
tions, nor shut our eyes to the fact that
thousands more, although nominally Chris-
tian, arc not converted men. Political
difficulties—the exact counterpart in minia-
ture of the very things which have agita-
ted, and convulsed, and caused torrents of
blood to flow on the Continent—lead also
to frequent disturbances among the petty
states of Samoa. We had three years of
war on_Upolu. Three years ago we had
war on Manua. Two years ago it was war
on Tuwuila. And last year a war broke
oat on the island of Upolu, which is not
vet settled. One hopeful thing, however,
in this last Upolu difficulty is, that it will
probably end in more union and better go-
verament then we have ever had before.
It is much to be regretted that hardly a
vessel touches at Samoa without war news
from some part of the civilised world.—
That men in other parts of the world shoald
be at the same time professing Christians
and belligerents is a great drawback to mis-
sionary work, and tends to foster the war
spirit which we all so much deplore.  Soon
may the time come when Christian nations
will be true to Christian principles. sct a
better example, and settle their differences
by srbitration, instead of rushing at each
other like demons or beasts of prey.

Let me mention just one thing which
occurred lately, and which struck messa
fine touch of (ghris!ian principlein anative.
A young man hearing that his application
0 go as a native agent to a heathen island
had been accepted, went to tell his aged
father, and to sce whether he would consent
to his going. ‘I rejoice,” said the old man,
“that you have been selected to go as a ser-
vant of Christ to these dark lands. Go,
and may your work be blessed’ “Bau
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what about you in your old age ?’ said the
young man. The good old man saw what
he meant, and at once replied, ¢ Leave that
where Christ put it. Let the dead bury

their dead; go vou and do the Lord’s |

work.’” That is Christinnity of the right
type: love to Christ, the spivit of Christ,
self sacrifice for the good of others. I ob-
serve that missionaries are wanted for
India, China, the West Indies, and Afriea.
How many of you, my dear young friends,
are going to offer? Were an advertise-
ment to appear in heaven, would not the
heavenly host vie with each other as to who
should go to India or China or Africa on
an errand of love and mercy from the Lord
Jesus, and with the promise of His special
presence every hourof their mission? And
why should it be otherwise with Christ’s
ransomed host on earth, of which we form
apart? It you could see this missionary
cause of Christ from my standpoint, a
movement would begin among you now,
such as the Hall has perhaps never witness-
ed. Secing thatit is Christ’s work given
to us to do, and that, in a sense, the salva-
tion_of multitudes of our fellow-men de-
pends on our doing that werk, surely we
should take up the commission, and do
what we can that the gogpel may soon be
preached 1o all the world, and to cvery
creature of its heathen population. If any
of you do arise to follow Christ to a hes-
then land, you must lay your account with
many difficulties. I cannot promise you
that otium cum dignitate (case with dignity)
ahout which some people dream, and others
attempt to talk; bus of this I can assure
you, that if ye endure hardness as good
soldiers of the Levd Jesus, you will often
have a thrill of holy joy such as no pile of
wealth on carth could produce or purchase ;
and when your work is done, vou will rise
to the better land, and see before you there
many who will hail your arrival with
special joy, as you pass on to take your
places with prophets and apostles around
the throne.

A brother missionary of mine went one
day to visit & church member who was
dying. As the missionary parted with hin,
the good man broke out in a few stirring
sentences. of which the following is a traus-
lation :—‘X am going, but you are to re-
main a while longer. When I go to heaven,
I shall first of all praise and thank Jesus
for having saved a poor creature like me,
and then I'll tell Him about you; for it
was you who first told me the way to
heaven. And then 'l look about and sce
where the door is through which the spirits
o up; and it I find such a place, that will
be where I will sit and wait and watch for
you. And when you come, oh what a
happy day that will be! And, after our
joyful meeting, Tll take you by the hand

“and lead you to Jesus, and say to Ilim,—
i Jesus ! Jesus ! this is the man—this is the

man Itold you aboni. This is the man
l,whom you scut to tell me about your love :
this is the man?” My dear young friends,
it is worth going to the ends of the earth to
et a crown such as that.  Crowns such as
these ave werth living for—worth dving for,
Let it be your holy ambition, as it is mine.
to get as many of them as we can—not to
wear ourselves, but to lay at the Saviour’s
feet; for He, and He only, is entitled to all
the praise, and all the glory.

e S v Do
O gnrzf_g_u_ Rligsions.

Latest from the Foreign Missiom
Field.

Private letters have been received froms
Dr. Geddie dated November. The Day-
spring had not returned from the Eastern
Islands. The John Williams had called un-
expectedly. The mission families were
well and Mrs. Neilson having hada danghter
added to her family, had, in the good
providence of God, regamed her strength,
and was about te return from Aneiteum to
Tanuna.

Letter from Tanna.

The letter from which the following ex-
tracts have heen taken was written, as wikl
be seen, at different dates, partaking in part
of the character of a journal. Tt was writ-
ten by Mrs. Thomas Neilson, Dr. Geddie’s
second daughter, to her sister, Mrs. W
H. Harrington, of Halifax :—

(Extracts from Mrs. Neilson’s Letter. )

The quict evening is again come, native
worship is over, babies in bed, and I just
feel os if I should like to put on my hat
and vun in and have a chat wich you. E
have such a longing at times to sec 2 white
lady, and it grows into an intense yearning
that it conld be you. .

We usually devote part of the evenings
to the study of the language, for withour it
what can we do? I think I have lately
mede just 2 “wee bit’” of headway in my
worl: among the women; and I maust tell
you all about it. 'We used, when we first
came here, to have generally two or three
women come to Church; but this year,
after our long abscuce, we only had one
occasionally. They were not_displeased,
but had merely got out of the habit of at-
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tending.  Some weeks ago “ Nowka,” also,
who attends pretty regularly, gave up com-
ing, as ho said that although “ Nowar”
was a professing Christian, and the Church
in his district, 44s people did not come to it.
We told this to “ Nowar,” who went home,
and finding one of his sons, spoke to him,
The young man answered that “he did
not wish the ¢ Nefuaki’ (worship): it he-
longed to Nowar, Misi and the Anciteumese,
and it was very good for them, but he
would not have anything to do with it.”
That very night the poor fellow was
taken very ill, and till now he has been
subject to crazy fits. Our teachers and old
* Nowar” took this to he a judgment on
him for the way he had spoken, aud he
seemed to think so himself. ~Sincethen we
have had more Church-goers, and of course
we take advantage of it. After the service
is over, I talk to the women, repeating the
same at all the places we visit. I have
also “braken the ice” in nnother direc-
tion. During last season I never could do
any more than persuade two girls to come
twice and take lessons in sewing. When
T again spoke to them about it this year,
they always said, “ Whait, or bye-and-bye.”
However, one afternoon, I got in two girls,
and one_of them, being bright and ener-
getic, fairly established my class. I have
not many ; but I do not press them, and
sometimes those who look on one day come
the next to take a lesson. My first scholar
has completed a short gown herself, and is
very proud of it; two more have them
nearly finished; while some are still
making work-bags, with which they com-
mence. ““ Nakafu’’ will appear on Sabbath
in the dress of her own sewing, and I hope
it will encourage others to come and try
what they can do. This girl has not only
come to sew, bat every day she comes to
lielp aboat the house. All she does is of
her own accord, and she comes and goes
whenever she likes. I should like very
much to be able to take her 10 live on the
premises, but there are difficultics in.the
way. She is “ Nowars’” daughter, and
very young, but the wife of a man who
lives at a great distance from here. They
have quarelled, and she has left him and
come home to live. I like her cheerful
coergy, and feel that if influcnced by
Christian principles she would make a fine
woman. I write 10 you of one, but on all
sides are those whom I long to see sitting
at the feet of Jesus. You remember the
old woman I wrote to you about who
wished to learn to *pray. Her illness in-
creases every day. We have been con-
stautly attending upon her, not giving her
medicine, indeed, but sending her tes,
bread, rice, visiting, talking anl praying
with her. A fow weeks ago she wasin
great distress about the witcheraft which

had caused her sickness; for you know
there is never anybody ill here but they are
said to’ have been bewitched. Last Sab-
bath, after we had service in the village, we
went to our invalid’s house. Her first
question was to ask us to sing. We did
so—prayed and talked with her.

I dwell long on this subject, but you may
imagine how it lies on my heart, and how
earnestly we pray that this poor weak soul
that scems striving, though faintly, to lay
hold on eternal life, may be brought to
grasp it firmly in the hour of death.

Feb.—My old friend “ Nakafu” has all
but forsaken me,—her brothers having in-
duced her to be the sccond wife of a young
man who lives not far from us. He is the
son of ¢ Miaki,” who, with his companion
“ Towra,” are about the most troublesome
characters in this district. Active, clever,
quick, but having mixed much with the
traders, they are just the sort of people the
missionaries dread most. We have service
at their place also on Sabbath. It is quite
near, and a beautiful spot. T usually sit on
a canoe under the shade of a fine tree;
while within a few yards the waves come
rolling on the shore, and my view overlooks
the entrance of the harbour.

March.—Our walk this evening was to
see our dying old woman—now she cannot
speak, but understands what we say. I
asked her to-night to tell me, by some sign,
if she thought of her Saviour, and loved
Him. She took both my hands and clasped
them, and fain would have spoken.

April.—We are looking and longing—
oh! so anxiously—for the arrival of the
Dayspring. When Mr. Neilson goes in
the direction she will come, as he does now
every day for his daily walk, he is always
greeted on his return by * What did you
see? I listen attentively to every shout,
for it may be, “ Sail ho!” and then for
your letters.

May 23rd—OQur sugar gave out last
night, which _baby especially does not ap-
prove of, so I give him sugar-cane to keep
a swecet taste in his mouth!

June 8th.—When we left Anciteum, call-
ing at Fotuna, we were sorry to find that
Mr. and Mrs. Copeland could not attend
the annual meeting. Their natives were in
rather a disturbed state, as is usual, when
Christianity commences to take root, and
the heathen are all up in arms_against the
Christian party. We returned home after
an absenea of three weeks. On Tuesday
evening, as we sat on the verandah, just
about sunset, the natives called, * There is
a large boat coming!” Mr. Neilson went
to look, and said, “That must be Mr.
McNair's boat, from Erromanga; and
surely that is himself in her.” Mr. Neilson
ran to the shore to meet them, and I into
the house, to prepave; and so surprised
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was I, that I could not even conjecture
what wouid bring Mr. McNair to Tana in
an open boat. I'soon knew the fruth: it
was not Mr. McNair, but Mr. Smith, a
whaler who lives in Dillon’s Bay. He
brought us the sad tidings of Mr. McNair’s
death, three days previously. Mrs. McNair
said she would like Mr. Neilson to come to
her, as she would wish his advice and
assistance in packing up. How little we
know of what a day may bring forth !—
Tuesday morning we should have been
horrified at the idea of Mr. Neilson going
away to another Island and leaving me all
alone; and yet, before we had closed our
cyes that night, we had decided that it was
his duty to do so. He has now been absent
six days, still I have my gleams of sun-
shine; for on Sabbaths I find that although
I cannot visit rouad in any of the villages,
still the few women who come to Church,
and whom I teach afterwards, are more
attentive than they have ever been.

(For the ““ Record.” )

Mr. Epitor,—Dear Sir:—In my last I
mentioned the time when the missionaries
should sail for Australia, in order to meet
the “Dayspring” ere she returns to the
Islands. Inow beg to name three routes
by which to get there, and their compara-
tive merits or advantages: First, the over-
land route to San Francisco, and thence to
Melbourne by Steamer or Sailing Packet.
Time, thirty-tive days. I suspect by sum-
mer & through ticket can be had at Amherst.
Second, by ship, from Boston to Melbourne
direct, 90, 100 days—passage money about
$200 ; third, cross over to England by Mail
Packet (ten days), visit Scotland, and go
by  Great Britain” (Steamship) to Mel-
bourne in 60 days. This latter is most
agreeable to me, and I presume to my
fellow-missionaries—cost much the same.
T will know soon the time and cost by each
of these routes, as I have written.

H. A. RORERTSON.

e

RNews of the Gliureh,

Presbytery of Truro.

This Presbytery met at Truro, Nov.
22nd, 1870. The only matter of any public
interest before the court at this meeting
was the final settling of the appeal by Mr.
Isaiah Smith, agaicsta deed of the Session
of the First Congregation of Maitland and
Noel, suspending him from the eldership
and from the membership of the Church.
This case had- occupied the Presbytery
throughout several Sederunts on previous
occasions. The matter had been considera~

bly complicated by some serious irregulari-
ties appearing in the copy of the Session's
minutes laid on thetable. The Presbytery,
looking at the whole affair as thus present-
cd, and taking into account the irregulari-
ties in the Session’s procedure, felt com-
pelled to remove the suspension. The
Session’s representatives, complaining of
the reversal of their sentence, and affirming
that Mv. Smith’s conduct rendered him
unfit for the fellowship of the Church, the
Presbytery directed them "to reconsider the
case, taking care to proceed according to
the rules of the Church, and to present the
result ot said reconsideration. The Session
did as directed, and laid their Report before
the Presbytery at a meeting Sept. 27th.
This lay on the table till Nov. 22nd. The
following is the whole minute on the case
at that meeting :

“ Resumed consideration of Mr. Smith’s
appeal. Mr. Smith appeared to prosecute
said appeal, with several witnesses, at the
call of Presbytery, if requireé. No one
appeared in defence of the Session’s action.
It was accordingly proposed that the case
be deferred till a future Sederunt, and, if
need be, till a future meeting. This, it
was however seen, should, if possible, in
justice to the party present, be avoided.
In looking at the case as it now stood, it
appegred to the Court that thers was no
real need of the presence of either party—
the whole that remained being the consi-
deration of the Session’s Report, as laid on
the table at the meeting Sept. 27th. It was
accordingly decided to procced. On con-
sidering the matter as presented in said
Report, it was moved, seconded and passed
unanimously : That in as much as no just
reason has been preseated by the Session
why the sentence of suspension should be
re-imposed on Mr. Smith, the Presbytery
declare him in good standing, and, he
desiring & Certificate of disjunction, the
Session be directed to furnish him with the
same.”

The Session’s representatives were pre-
sent at the aficrnoon Sederunt, which led
to the following additional minute on the
subject. .

“ Mx. McLellan, on hearing the decision
in respect to Mr. Smith’s appeal, stated
that he thought it was likely his Session
would carry the matter by appeal to the
Synod. He was directed, in that case, to
forward the ap;i)cal, with reasons of appeal,
to the clerk of Presbytery within ten days.”

The Presbytery again met at Truvo, Feb.
1st, 1871. 'There were present Rev. E.
Ross, moderator, and Rev. Messrs. Baxter,
McCulloch, D. D., Byers, Wyllie, McKay,
Currie, McGillivray, Sinclair, and Chase,
M.A., ministers; and Messrs. Barnhill,
Johnson, Smith, Fleming, Fulton, Dunlap,
Logan and Beattie, ruling elders

-
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There was laid on the table a call from
the congregation of Newport, in the Presby-
tery of Halifax, to the Rev. J. D. Mc-
Gillivray, of Middle Stewiacke and Brook-
field. Commissioners appearing from the
Presbytery of Halifax and the congrega-
tions of Newport and Middle Stewiacke
and Brookfield were heard for and agaiust
the translation, as well as the reading of
reasons and their answers. Remarks were
also made by members of Court. The call
being presented was sccepted,—Mr. Me-
Gillivray at the same time expressing the
happiness he had experienced in his inter-
course with members of Preshytery, and
his satisfaction at the way the Session of
Middle Stewiacke and Brookfield had co-
operated with him in his endeavours for the
good of the congregation. The Presby-
tery coneurring in his decision, expressed
their regret at parting with a brother whom
they had prized both as a friend and fellow-
Preshyter. It was resolved that his pasto-
ral relation to the congregation of Middle
Stewiacke and Brookfield would terminate
on Monday, the 13¢h inst.; that the same
be intimated to the congregation on Sab-
bath, the 12th inst., by the Rev. J. Sinclair;
and that the Clerk made known the deci-
sion to the Clerk of the Halifax Presby-
tery, Tt was further resolved that Dr.
slcCalloch nct as Moderator of Session,
and that the Clerk apply for the services of
probationers for the congregation.

The Preshytery enquired whether there
were any papers to be submitted respecting
the reported procedure of the first congre-
gation of Maitland and Noel. In reply the
Clerk laid on the table the following official
communications :—

Nokr, Nov. 25k, 1870,
Rev. A. L. Wyllie, Clerk of Presbytery :

Dear Brorrer,—The Session of the
First Presbyterian Congregation of Mait-
land and Noel having protested against the
proceedings ot the Presbytery of Truro in
the said case of Mr. Isaiah Smith, and ap-
pealed to Synod, accordingly forward you
thelfollowing as the reasons of said ap-
peal:

I 'The injustice of the sentence,

11 The ~unfairness of the steps in said
proceedings.

ITI. The tendency of the same to weaken
the authority of the Session in the congre-
gation.

Please forward extracts of minute imme-
diately.

By order of Session.
Respectfully yours,

(Signed) Jacos McLerrax, Moderator.
Roserr FAULKER, Clek.

Nozr, Dec. 14th, 1870.
Rev. A. L. Wylle:

DEAR Sir,—As I have now accepted the
charge of my congregation as an Indepen-
dent Congregation, you will please strike
my name from the roll of the Presbytery of
Traro. Mr. David Crow, Presbytery El-
der, requests hiz name also to be struck
from the roll of said Court.

Yours, truly,
Jacop McLELLAN,

Signed in presence of D. McDougall, Elder.

The Clerk also presented pagers for-
warded to him by the Moderator of Pres-
bytery, accusing Mr. McLellan of grave
immortality, and of seriously unconstita-
tional procedure, in the exercise of dis-
cipline. The moderator “mentioned that,
on receiving said papers, he had notified
Mr. McLellan of their contents, that he
might employ every means for the vindica-
tion ot his character and the justification of
his procedure. It was stated in Presbytery
that the things referred to were occasioning
great scandal, and that apart from these
papers the Presbytery must take account of
them as a fama clamosa. It was accordingly
resolved that Mr. McLellan be cited to
appear before next meeting of Presbytery
to answer for his conduct in the divisive
course which he is following in his inti-
mated withdrawal from the Church; and
that an opportunity might be afforded him
to explain the whole matter of the alleged
scandal, so that his character may be pab-
licly vindicated, and his uscfulness as a
minister of the Gospel maintained.

Next meeting is at Truro, on Tuesday,
March 7th. Sessions are required to for-
ward their Statistical Returns to the sub-

seriber.
A. L. Wyirie, Clek.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Presbytery met on the 14th Feb., in
Poplar Grove Church. The Rev. J. D.
McGillivray having accepted the call from
Newport, the Pres%yxery made the follow-
ing appointments relating thereto :—Induc-
tion to take place on Tuesday, March 7th,
Rev. John Cameron to preachand preside;
Rev. E. Annand {o address the minister,
and Rev. John Hogg to address tle people,
The Presbytery adjourned to meet at New.
port, on the 7th M,arch, at 11 o’clock, A3

Presbytery of St. John.

This Presbytery met in St. David’s
Church on the 15th ult., and transacted a
large amount of business connected with
the various congregations under its charge.
The next mceting will be held at Harvey
on the 21st March.
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St. James's Church, Dartmouth.‘

The opening services of the new edifice
of this congregation took place on the last
Sabbath of ganuary. In the forenoon the
sermon was preached by Professor Me-
Knight, who, as tho old and faithful pastor
of the congregation, until other duties
claimed his undivided attention, was re-
quested to preach the opening sermon.—
The text was John iv. 24 —“God is a
Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth.” After

iving a clear historical account of the

amaritan and Jewish forms of worship,
enlarging on the spiritual, as opposed to
the formal worship of God, the Professor
stated that “ truth,” in this text, was not
so much expressive of truth as apposed to
Jfalsehood—as of reality as opposed to sym-
bolism ; and while duly defending the sim-
plicity and plurity of our Presbyterian form
of worship, he dealt some weizhty logic
apainst thosc inodes of worship which
annex a symbol to every rite und every ob-
servance,
listened to with attention and profit.

In the afterncon the pulpit was filled
with power and cloquence, by Rev. R.
Sedgwick. He preached from 1 Cor. i. 18,
“ The cross of Christ the power of God;”
and we need not say more than he dealt
with the noble theme in his ablest manner.
In both of these services the building was
filled to its utmost capacity with a deeply
attentive audience.

In the evening Principal Ross deliver-
ed an interesting and earnestly prac-
tical discourse, on Heb. ii. 20, in the large
and commodious basement of the Church,
which was filled to overflowing; and not a
few were obliged to return home for want of
accommodation. The collection during
the Iay amounted to the sum of $125.

On Monday cvening the ladies of the
congregation entertained their friends at a
Soirce and sale of a few useful and fancy
articles. After tea the audience was ad-
dressed by Rev. Messrs. Sedgwick, An-
nand, and Simpson, W Garvie, Esq., and
Rev. A. S. Huant. The amount realized
was nearly $250.

On Tuesday evening the congregation
were assembled for the atlotment of pews;
and to the surprise of everybody, the whole
of the pews on the principal floor, eighty-
four in number, were appropriated,—the
congregation having been at least doubled,
among other causes, bg' the abundant and
excellent accommodation provided, and the
liberal system of Church finance—viz.,
weekly voluntary collection—which the
congregation have resolved for the present,
and if the experiment shall prove success-
ful, permanently, to adopt. It is earnestly
10 be hoped that the congregation will do

The sermon was very able, and |

themselves the honor of adding another tu
the increasing list of Churches, thus prac-
tically testing the Divine promise, that to
those Churches, as well as individuals who
come to Him by faith and prayer, He will
give ““day by day their daily bread.”

Thero are several striking evidences that
the congregation is growing, not only in
number and inflnence, but in faith and god-
liness. The Communion Roll has been
largely increased; the prayer-meeting,
Bible-class and Sabbath-school, efficiently
conducted and well attended. Several
young men arc bringing their faith and
zeal as an offering to the Lord, and qualify-
ing themsclves for future eminence and
usefulness in_the servico of God, by en-
gaging freely in the public Spiritual work
of the Church; and last, but not least, the
congregation, in the midst of the heavy
pecuniary sacrifices incident to the erection
of a new and handsome Church edifice,
have at the last aunuel meeting added $150
to their pastor’s stipend.

We have bat small space left to devote
to a description of the building, It stands
on a knoll, at the junction of the Trure
and Cole Harbor Roads, at the Canal
Bridge, and appears to advantage from
every point of view. The building presents
a very handsome appearance from the out-
side,—the spire, which is about 120 feet‘ in
height, being remarkably clegant. The
dimensions are 75x42 feet, and the pews
number eighty-four on the ground floor,
all of which arc covered with crimson
damask, and iwelve in the gallery. The
basement, which is well lighted and well
finished, comprises a large room for the
prayer-meeiing and Sabbath-school, a room
about 20 feet squarc for the Bible class,
and a smaller room for the Sabbath School
Library and Session-room.

The Church is well warmed with four
large Bechive Stoves, so arranged in the
basement as to warm all or either of the
basemment-rooms, or the main body of the
building alone, at pleasure.

The last feature is one which possesses no
little interest for our country churches.
The building is to be lighted with gzas
manufactured on the premises, which the
congregation expect to obtain .of the best
quality, and at a cost not exceeding the
price of coal gas in the city. As this mode
of lighting is now in successful use in
saveral private houses in the city and Dart-
mouth, it can hardly be called an experi-
ment; and it is satisfactory to know that it
is so free from danger, that the Insurance
Companies are quite willing to take these
risks without extra premium. Altogether,
the Dartmouth Church reflects the highest
credit on the Architects, the puilder, and all
concerned,
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Induction of Rev. Robert Wilson.

The Presbytery of Miramichi met in St.
James Church, Chatham, on January 11th,
and after the usual routire p eliminary
matters proceeded with the induction of the
Rev. Robert Wilson, to the charge of the
Congrogation. All the members of the
Presbytery were present and took part in
the services. Rev. William Wilson, of St.
Andrew’s Church, being present, was in-
vited to take a_seat as a corresponding
member.  The Clerk made the usual inti-
mation, that if any one had any objection
to make rgainst the settlement of Mr.
Wilson, an opportunity was now afforded
him to come before the Presbytery and
state it. No objections being made, Rev.
James Law began the services, and preached
an able and appropriate sermon from the
text, John xviii. 36; My Kingdom is not
ot this world.” The Clerk narrated the
previous steps, after which the Moder-
ator, Rev. Angus McMaster, put the ques-
tions to thic minister and people, oftered up
the induction prayer, and then addressed
the minister in a solemn and affectionate
manner. Rev. Thomas Nicholson address-
ed the people, faithfully pointing out their
duty to their Pastor. Rev. Thomas G.
Johnstone then offered up an carnest and
appropriate prayer for the blessing of the
Great Head of the Church to rest upon the
Pastor and people. Mr. Wilson having
received the right hand of fellowship from
the members of Preshytery, was then es-
corted to the entrance of the Church, where
he received o hearty welcome from the peo-
ple as they retived. The settlement is a
most harmonious one, not a single dissent-
ing voice being raised at any of the previous
steps ; and, judging from the character and
talents of the Pastor, and the deep interest
expressed by the people, will doubtless
prove a source of much spiritual prosperity
to the Congregation.

In the evening & very pleasant reunion
took place at the Manse, where Mr. Wilson
had invited the members of Presbytery to
meet his family and a few friends. Among
those present were Rev. W. Wilson (Church
of Scotland,) and lady ; Rev. Mr. Sutcliffe
(Wesleyan,) and lady; also several mem-
hers of the family of the late Dr. McCardy.
An agreeable surprise was given to the
company by Mrs. McCurdy, who had ar-
ranged to present the newly inducted Pastor
with the pulpit gown, which had been ve-
ceived as a toke: of affection from the Con-
gregation by the late Dr. McCurdy, and had
only been worn on oune or two occasions.
Mr. MeMaster had been chasen to make the
presentation, which he perfornied in a very
happy manner, accompunying the gift with
an admirably conceived, and touching ad-
dress. The heart of the recipient was

deeply moved as he received from the hands
of the venerable old man, this token of af-
feetion from the family of the departed,—u
memorial of one who had long and faithfully
filled the position to which hethad just been
called. His allusions, in reply, to the
mantle of the Prophet—to his own position
ns the successor ofp the lamented dead, and
the prospect that his own dust would be
laid beside that of Dr. McCurdy, were
worthy of the oceasion and the noble heart
from which they flowed. Later in the
eveoing, an address from Mr. Wilson, di-
rected more especially to his ministerial
brethren, brought out replies from Messrs.
Sutcliffe, W. Wilson, and Law, and closed
oue of the most interesting and pleasant
meetings ever held in Chatham.

A New Chm:ch.

The Presbyterian Church which has
been in course of erection in Masstown for
the last two years, was formally opened for
Divine service on Sabbath, the 15th of
January, Rev. E. E. Ross, pastor of the
congreaation, preaching from the words,
‘“ In all places where Irecord my name I
will come unto thee and I will bless thee.”
Ex. xx.:24. The building is 67 feet long
by 38 wide, and will seat about four hun-
dred people, and is finished and furnished
in the best style, at acost of thirty-two
hundred dollars. On the day of sale the
seats were eagerly bought up with the ex-
ception of three or four which will soon be
disposed of, when the house will be free of
debt. This has been done by the congre-
gation without any aid from outside its own
bounds, except the very liberal patronage
of a tea meeting made by the Ladies of
Masstown in September of last year, when
$336 were realized. When the Commis-
sioners undertook the work of building
only sixteen hundred dollars were sub-
scribed as a building fund, yet, trusting to
the generosity and liberal spirit of the con-
gregation, they finished the house; and we
are happy in being able to say that the sale
more than realized their expectations, and
furnished a proof that to undertake, in the
right spirit and with the right motives, the
erection of & House of the Lord in a place
where such is needed is to succeed.

The congregation on the day of dedica-
tion, were very much pleased to see the
pulpit, adorned with the most precious of
all ornaments—a superd and clegantly
hound Bible, with the words, in gold letters
on the cover, “ To the Presbyterian Church
in Masstown, N. 8.” This magnificent
gift is valued at $120, U. S. Curreoncy, and
is from Miss Belinda Faulkner, who,
though sojourning for some years in the
neighbouring Republic, was not anmindful
of the place of her nativity. May the
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peace promised in that Book be abundantly
wherited by the donor! and may its
precious truths prove mighty. through the
spirit of the Lord in the sulvation of very
many in this community.

Presbyterian College, Montreal.

This Theological Seminary is affiliated
with McGill University, in virtue of which
its students enjoy special advantages. It
has been in active operation for two Ses-
sions, and is presided over by the Rev. D.
H. MacVicar, LL.D., who is assisted by
the Rev. Prof. Coussirat, M. A., the Rev.
J. M. Gibson, M. A., and the Rev. Dr.
DeSola. It is already partially endowcd—
ofters for competision annuzlly fifteen Bur-
saries, of the value of from 50 to $60
cach; and it has enrolled forty students,
twelve of whom are French Canadian
Converts from the Church of Rome.—
These young men are being carefully
trained in both the French and English
language. Two of their number laboured
successfully during the past summer as
Colperteurs in connection with our Church.

The Presbyterian College, Montreal,
d:serves the sympathy and support of all
true Protestants in Canada in prosecuting
this noble work of training earnest, godly
men, to overthrow the spiritual despotism
under which more than a million of the
people of the Dominion are held.

Cailvin Church.

"‘I'his energetic Church had 40 members
x}dded during 1870, and besides contribut-
ing 82,862 for Congregational purposes, it
contributed $300 to the Mission Schemes
of the Church, and $88 for other religious
and benevolent objects.

St. David’s Church.

At a Church meeting on Thursday even-
ing ten new members were added to the
Communion of this Church. Forty-three
were added during the year 1870.

Revival in Cape Breton.

Good news reach us of a work of grace
in various parts of Cape Breton,—from
Cape North to Gabarus. The preaching
of the word is eagerly sought after ; prayer
meetings are largely attended and unpre-
cedentedly numerous; a deep solemnity
pervades religious assemblies ; conversions
are numerous, and the fruits of faith are
found in -holy lives. It is impossible to
give particulars even if we should desire to

do so. Suffico it to say that the power of
the Lord is present to save, and that times
of refreshing have come, such as have been
long and ardently prayed for. Why should
not all our congregations throughout the
bounds of the Synod be thus revived, and
made to rejoice in the manitested favour of
the Lord ?

The “Morning Star.”

This new Mission Vessel was launched
a month ago at East Boston, and has sailed
for the Pacific. This is the third “ Morn-
ing Star” that has been built by the Ameri-
can Board. The first was launched in
1856, *but became unseaworthy in nine
years. The second was wrecked last year,
The new one is 98 ft. long; 26 ft. 6 inches
breadth of beam. She is a model vessel.

British American Book and Tract
Society.

"The anniversary of this Society was held
ou the 14th ult. A number of ministers
and laymen representing the cvangelical
chkrehes in the city, took part in the pro-
cecdings, which were of a deeply interesting
character. The following is a concise state-
ment of the year’s operations :

“ The receipts for the year ending Dec.
31, 1870, have been in donations and sub-
scriptions, including $1142,98 from Halifax
city and $291.12 from Yarmonth, 82058.91.
Store sales, including $2961.18 for Peri-
odicals, $11559.65. Colporteur sales,
$6813.26. Other sources, 200, which, with
the balance on hand January 1, gives usthe
total resources of the year, $20715 04.

“The total expenditares have been
$20313.31, including £13892.58 for publi-
cations, and $2627.18 for colportage. All
other expenses as per Treasurer’s report,
$3693.54, leaving the balance in the Lrea-
sury, $437.73. .

< "Phe total amount distributed in Bibles,
Religious Books, Periodicals and Tracts,
including the free grants, S$2088.54, 1Is
320361.55.

“13 colporteurs have been employed, the
sggregate of whose time of service during
the year is 79 months, 18 days. They
travelled 11,075 miles, sold Bibles and re-
ligious books $6,662-76, and gave away 10
the destitute $559.18. They held, or took

art, in 612 meetings for prayer and ex-
ortation, found 364 families withouta page
of religious reading mattcr except the
Bible, 286 familics destitute of the Bible,
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411 familics living in neglect of the house
of God. They held religious conversation,
or prayed with 10,043 families, and made
in all 16,388 family visits, leaving some
YO;&i?P of religious truth in every honse-
hold.

Death of Distinguished Divines,

The removal from the Church on earth
of Rev. Albert Barnes, of Philadelphia, and
Dean Alford, of Canterbury, has awakened
profound regret in both Continents. The
notes of the American Commentator were
known over Europe and very extensively
vead in Britain, and Dr, Alford’s Greck
Testament is'in the Library of all Biblical
Scholars in America. .

We have now to add the death of Rev.
Henry Melvill, B. D., Canon of St. Paul’s,
who was known asone of the most eloguent
and impressive preachers in the Church of
England. He was the author of many
devout religious works, and published
several volumes of admirable sermons.

Bermuda.

The annual missionary mecting of the
Preshyterian congregation under charge of
Rev. W. Thorburn, was held Dec. 8th,
Mr. T. presiding.

Mr. Reece, & young student from Barba
does, Rev. Mr. Horne, (M.E.,) who had
Just returned from a visit to the Holy land,
and Mr. J F. Layton addressed the mecet-
ing. The attendance was large, the music
excellent, the speeches good, and the col-
lection liberal.

During the Christmas holidays the Sab-
bath School festival was held at Warwick
school house. The children from both
. schools being present, in all about 130.
The Ladies had a sale of fancy articles and
realized about £38 8s. 9., which is to go
towards the building of & wall round the
Manse land. The whole affair wasa de-
cided success.

The Church at Warwick is being en-
larged, and will probably be finished in a
few weeks.  Mr. Layton has been assisting
Mr. Thorburn for some months past, so
that two services are held in each church
on Sabbath. The weekly prayer meetings
are very well attended, and the BibleClass
for young men az Warwick is doing good.

Death of Rev. Dr. Donald,

We record with sorrow the deccase of this
exce.'ent man and faithful minister of the
Lord Jesus, which aceurred at his own
residence at St. Johr, N. B., on the 20th
ult.

For some time back his health was fail-
ing, and about two months ago, I:s was
struck with paralysis of the left side. Since
that time he has been confined to bed, and
the prospect of his recovering so as to re-
sume his place in the pulpit, never bright
has been steadily diminishing, and now has
been extinguished by his falling asleep.

He may indeed have been said to have
taken farewell of his people on New Year's
day, when he requested them to siugin
public worship the 123rd Psalm while it
was sung atthe same time in his own
chamber. The atttachment between pastor
and people was reciprocal, strong, and to the
end of his life increasing, and a large and
loving congregation will mourn the loss ot
a spiritual father, and & wiso and tender
counsellor.

Dr. Donald wasnot only an able preacher,
and a saccessful pastor, but u man of a
Catholic spirit and of enlarged and liberal
views. He was known through the Lower
Provinces generally, but especially through-
onut New Brunswick, and wherever known
was respected and beloved. .

As the citizens of St. John of all de-
nominations will regard his removal as a
calamity, we think of it as aloss to our
commeon Prescyterianista, and could bave
wighed that he had lived to sece, what we
know he desired, the union of the divided
members of the great Presbyterian family
in these Provinces. The Lord however has
ordered it otherwise and therefore it is well.
He has joined, we doubt not, the “ General
Assembly and church of the first born” on
high, and a bereaved family, an afflicted
flock and mourning brethren must comfors
one another with the great cunsolation, and
prosecute with increased ardour that work
in which he was cngaged, when his Master
called him to cease from his labour on
carth. Let them give thanks for his long
life of honour and of usefulness, followed
by calm submission and firm faith under
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the Lord’s chastening hand, and terminating
in a peaceful removal from all the trials of
lite and an abundant entrance in the joy
of eternity. ““ Blessed are the dead who
dic in the Lord from henceforth yea saith
the spirit, that they may rest from their
Iabours ; and their works do follow them.”

Revival among Students

The American churches set apart days
for Prayer for Colleges. Their prayers are
remarkably answered. A recent revival in
Lafayette College resulted in the conversion
of upwards of sixty students. The sixty
on the same day made the following solemn
declaration :

“We desire, in this public manner to
acknowledge with profound reverence and
gratitude the gracious visitation among us
of the Spirit of God ; and humbly trusting
that we have felt its quickening power in
convincing us of our sins, and in coabling
us to accept of the Lord Jesus Christ, as
the only and the all-sufficient Saviour of
sinners, we hereby declare our unalterable
purpose henceforth to serve the Lord our
God. We make this public declaration in
hamble but confident reliance upon Divine
grace, which alone is sufficient to keep us
from falling ; and here in the presence of
God’s people, whose fellowship, counsel
and prayers we desire, we do make this
vow in solemn remembrance that it is
recorded on high, and will be reviewed at
the judgment seat of Christ.”

Our Literature.

‘The ministers of Presbyterian Church
of the Lower Provinces arc making valu-
able contributions to literature from year to
year. Rev. George Patterson, Rev. Geo.
Sutherland, Rev. W. Alves, Rev. M.
Harvey and Rev. James Bennet have all
placed the public under obligation by their
works. A Church bas some reason for
gratitude to the Despenser of all gitts, two
of whose ministcrs produce within a twelve
month such work as Patterson on the
“ Trinity,” and Bennet on the “ Wisdom
of the King?”’

RBritish and Foreign Bible Society.

Mr. Alexander Russel has completed
another year of hard work in visiting in
New Branswick and Nova Scoiia the vari-

ans Branch Socicties of this Institution.
The clause of his report will enable our
readers to form some idea of his continuance
in labour and travel :

During the past two months in prosceu-
tion of my work I have ridden 1266 miles,
walked 75, addressed 31 meetings in 23 dif-
ferent place, obtained of subscriptions, &e.,
$506.72.

During the year 1870 T have heen enabled

to travel in every County of New Braus-
wick and Nova Scotia. In each County
of the former Province I have addressed
meetings in connection with the Bible
Society. In all the counties of Nova Scotia,
with the exception of Pictou where our
Auxiliary has no Branch, and in Richmond
where there. i no Branch of any kind,
meetings have been held. In connection
with my work I have ridden by rail, coach,
or private conveyance 6,021 miles, sailed
1,085, walked 491, addressed 220 meetings
in 183 different places.
Through the whole year, and so far as
Iabor is concerned, it has been the busiest
I'have spent, without one day’s interruption
from sickness. God my Saviour has pro-
tected, guided, and blessed me, cheering
me with indications in many places of in-
creasing interest taken in the circulation of
his own blessed word. To Him be all the
praise and glory.

Congregation of Cape North.

We are happy to learn that since the re-
moval of Mr. John Murray to prosccute his
theological studies this Congregation has
met regularly for public worship, conduct-
ed by their devoted and laborious Gaelic
Catechist, Mr. Augus McLean; and there
are many cvidences of the working of the
Spirit of God on the heart and consciences
of the people. Prayer meetings during the
week are full, earnest and frequent, and
attended by many who were accustomed to
spend their evenings in folly and revelry.
Here as clsewhere the week of prayer was a
prelude to a season of waiting on God,
which has been accompanied and followed
by times of refreshing from the Lord.

Irskine Church, Montreal.

At the Annual Meeting of this Church,
Rev. Dr. Taylor in the Chair, the follow-
ing resolation was passed unanimously :—

“'That in the event of the General As-
sembly of our Church undertaking 2 mis-
sion to India or Ching, or any other strictly
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foreign ficld, Erskine Church will guarantee,
tor the support of tha foreign mission fund,
A stun not less than 8500 per aunum, {one
member of the committee volunteered $100
towards the out-fit of the missionary} and
that a copy of the above be scnt to the
ronvener of the foreign mission committce.”
‘The speakers were Mr. Andrew Robertson,
Kev. J. M. Gibson, who gave u most inter-
esting account of the working of the Home
Mission IFund ; Col Haultain, John Watson
and Principal Dawson—who hoped the
blank caused in the New Hebrides Mission
by the death of Rev. Mr. MceNair, would
be filled by the Canada Presbyterian Church
(this was received with great enthusiasm) ;
\V. King, D. Macfarlang, and David Mac-
kay—who hoped that the proposed mission-
ary would be found, in addition to moral
and intellectual qualificatins, physically
able to * endure hardship as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ,” and gifted with the rea-
soning power so necessary to cope with the
Brahmin cuaste; and James Ross—who
gave the ladies well merited praise.

The Record says that the meeting was
both pleasant and profitable.

OBITUARY.

Died at Musquodoboit Harbor, on the
27th Dee. last, Mrs. Anne Wallace, seccond
daughter of the late John Anderson, Esq.,
of Rotlies, Scotland, and relict of Alex-
ander Wallace, Esq., M. D.

For many years Mrs. Wallace has been
known as a nursing mother to the Church
of Christ along the” Eastern Shore. Given
1o hospitality in an eminent degree, her
home was the chief resort of the teacher,
the colporteur, the minister, many of whom
will, we doubt not, vividly remember the
hearty welcome with which she would
greet them at her outer gate ; and the quiet,
» upobtrusive care with which she would see
to their wants, and minister to their com-
fort. A staunch and wellinformed Pros.
byterian, she was no bigot, but gladly aided
by her means and prayers every work
which seomed for the good of souls and the
glory of her Saviour. Ever making Zion
her chiefest joy, how have we seen her oye
brighten, and the tear of gladness start in
it when told of any sinuer impressed, or
soul added to the Church. Nor did she
leave the work in the hands of others, in
every case of sickness within her reach she
was-at once the visitor and the nurse, sup-
plying from Ber own purse the medicine or
the aliment needed, and tending with her
own hand the sick and helpless, shie was &
“sister of mercy” indeed. To her foster~
ing care, apd ever ready help, the scatfered
hamlets for fifty wiles along.the Jastesn-

Shores are largely indebted for the settled
pastors and stated means of grace theynow
enjoy.

During her last illness, which was pro-
tracted and severe, she evidently ripened
for the Father’s presence. The Word of
God, ever precious, beeame still more so,
and it was with joy and thankfulness those
who visited her witnessed the deep emotion
and childlike faith with which her spirit
drank in the sweet consolations of the 14th
of Johu, or the glorious assurances of the
8th of Romans. Assurcdly her end was
peaco, and well may we write as her me-
morial, ¢ Blessed are the dead that die in
the Lord from henceforth ; yes, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors ;
and their works do follow them.”

ALEXANDER MaCKENZIE, of Carriboo
River, in the County of Pictou, departed
this lite on Sabbath evening, the 5th Feb.,
in the 87th year of his age. He was an
Elder in Knox’s Church, Pictou, during the
last twenty years, and was highly esteemed
and much beloved by the Session and Con-
gregation, to whom his memory shall con-
tinue to be very dear. Ide was peacefnl
in disposition and conduet.

Mr. Mackenzic wasa native of the Parish
of Assynt, Sutherlandshire, Scotland,
whence he emigrated to this country in the
second or third year of the current century,
when about eighteen years of age. His
carly religions t-aining was according to
the good ofd Scottish custom, which made
the Bible the first and the Shorter Cate-
chism the second family text-book for all
the youth of the land. Such training also
he and his godly partner hestowed on their
own large family, cvery one of whom has
hitherto, through grace, lived without moral
blemish. Mrs. Mackenzie, who died nearly

79,

thirteen years ago, was in every respect & -

help-meet for him. She was heavenly-mind-
ed, and yet never neglected her duties to her
family. They gave to the Chburch of
Christ, in their children and grand-children,
several nseful members, and one minister,
the Rev. Kenneth McKenzie, the worthy
pastor of Baddeck, Cape Breton. - He also
delighted to read the Confession of - Faith
with the sum of saving knowledge gener-
ally appended te the Confession. His
favourite authors were Bunyan, Boston,and
the Erskines. Boston’s fourfold State was
4 speciul favourite, and gave itg colour and
flavour to all his - divinity. His' views of
Scripture truth were clear and practical.

He was & man of deeds more than of
words. He was naturally diffident, and his
piety was unobtrusive; yet he was thor-

| onghly conscientions in the discharge of any

.

duty intrusted . to him. Hesought toadora |
the profesaion of his fuith more by a strictly .
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upright course of life than by demonstra-
tions of his religious expericnce in the
presence of others.

He was a lover of goud men and very
much enjoyed their pious conversation. He
always had = very high respect and deep af-
fection for those “over him in the Lord”
as spiritual guides. The brethren in the
Session he loved and esteemed, in honour
preferring them to himself. He was very
strict in his Sabbath observance, and en-
deavoured to train his family in the same.
On that holy day, while surrounded by
several of his children engaged in worship-
ping the God of their father, he was privi-
leged peacefully and joyfully to enter into
the rest that remaineth for the people of
God, ufter a brief and not severe illness of
four or tive days—the use of his mental
faculties being continued to the very last.
He fell asleep in Jesus.

Those who would die the death of the
righteous shonld strive to live the life of
the righteous. In the twelfth chapter of
the Epistle to the Romans there is a com-
prehensive summary of Christiun duties to
be performed in a Christian spirit. Mr.
McKenzie’s life was, in some measnre at
least, a living copy of this code of Gospel
ethics. The same model is presented to us
for imitation and the same grace as free to
us as to him. “ Be ye holy, for Iam hely.”
“ The path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.” A.R.

N
Other Wissions,

An African Minister’s Report.

We take the following extract from the
report of the Rev. Mr. Xbia, of the Corisco
Mission. He was edncated in the mission
school, afterwards licensed to preach the
gospel, and about & year ago ordained as
a minister by the Presbytery of West
Africa. When Messrs. Menaul and De
Heer left Corisco, Mr. 1bia was loft in
charge of the interests of the mission, ard
removed from his situation on the mainland
to Evangasimba on the island of Corisco—
from which glace this report was written
on the 234 of last September.

01 Sabbath. We have one service in
the morring, ‘another in the evening, and
Sabbath-school in the afternoon. The at-
teadance has increased since April. In-
stead of four or six individaals from towss,
we have from thirty-five to forty in the
morning, and about thirty or more in the
evening. The Sabbath-school was not
attended at first, except by fowr Christian
woraen, but the sttendance has increased

to over twenty from towns, which makes
ii: including our people who live here, over
thirty. . . .

Two of our teachers in the Sabbath-
school are females. It appears at present
on the island that the females take more
interest in the things of God than the men.

On Week days. Translating, writing,
visiting. instructing one of the boys and
the man who has latcly offered to be a
scripture reader, and giving oral instruc-
tion in school. Strictly speaking, we have
no school, in comparison with what schools
used to be. We have five boys learning.
It is well-known that the people on the
island and their children have for a good
while acted in & way that has given the
impression that they do not any more care
for instruction of any kind whatever ; ua-
less we ¢ except the instruction that causes
to err.” They are very eager it scems to
receive this. The object men in this coun-
try have in view, that is, learning some
Lnglish to trade with, can be accomplished
by going to work in factories, rather than
by going to school. . . .

Christian women have of their own will
a prayer-neeting every Friday. ‘“Three
other women have begun to attend it regu-
larly. This is the first effort made by
women, showing that they are interested in
better things. May it be the forerunner
ot good things. There has been for more
than a year and a half a visible change
amongst them. They are now willing to
have & change introduced. It is very
pleasing to ses them dropping foolish cus-
toms one by one, and reducing their know-
ledge to practice. It is true these things
are not godliness, but they help to lead
godly lives better.

One aged man was received into the
charch during the year. Two women may
be received next communion. The num-
bers of ingquirers is seven. One of these is
a Roman Catholic, 2 Benga young man
that was educated in Spain. One man
was suspended, and two more will be sus-
pended from church privileges next ses-
sion. Two others may be excommuni-
cated at that time. . . .

Mr. Ibia speaks of Alongo, and of his
former station, Mbangwe, and also of the
ont-stations at Ilobi, another island in the
Bay of Corisco, and at Mangonwe on the
mainland ; but there is little to bereported.
The work of the mission at these places as
well as at Corisco is a¢ a low ebb. More .
missionaries are greatly needed. The work
of former years is in great danger of being
lost, as the case now stands. In thislatter
of the report, Mr. Thia mentions that some
of the natives, accased of witcheraft, had
been-pnt to death. Satan still reigns in
this part of Africa.—Record, U. S.
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The Nestorian Mission,

So Jong and so succesfully conducted by
the American Board, has now been trans-
ferred to the Presbyterian Board ; and its
respected Missionaries, with the exception
of one who wishes to remain in his former
relations, have been received under its care.
Particulars will be given hereafter. Recent-
Iy this Mission has been called the Persian
Mission. It siands in pressing need of re-
inforcement.

The Printing Press at Shanghai.

This press has been nnder the charge of
of Mr. Wherry for some time. Mr. Mateer,
no doubt expressing the opinion of all the
missionaries, writes that Mr. Wherry “ has
managed the business of the press admir-
ably, and it is now in much better running
order than when it came into his hands.”
His health, as we regret to learn, makes it
necessary for him to remove to a more
northern climate, probably to one of the
stations in Shantung, where we trust he
will regain his usual vigor, and where he
can enter on missionary work of much im-
portance. In the meantime, the brethren
have made provisional arrangements for the
superintendence of the press, involving the
removal of Mr. Mateer to Shanghai for a
few months. The Board hopes to secure
the service of a layman with whom corres-
pondence has been opened, to act as super-
intendent of this invsluable part of the
work in China.

PO
Religions  Futetligenne,

Union in Scotland.

The discussion is as keen as ever between
the two parties in the Free Charch. Tp to
the close of the year 22 Presbyteries had
given their decision on the Assembly’s
vemit. The following analysis is from the
Edinburgh Presbyterian -

Favourable :
Unavimously..... e 5
By majoritics of at ledst 2 to1. 9
By smaller majorities......... 4
Inall........ 18
Unfayourable :
Unanimously............ e 2

By majorities of atleast 2 to 1. 1
By smallér majorities......... 1

TInall.l...... 4
Majority of Preghyterjes.......14

Lord Lawrence oit Missionariesand
Mission Schools in India.

Lord Lawrence’s noble testimony to the
valve of missionaries in India, at the anni-
versary meeting of the Highbury Auxiliary
of the Wesleyan Missionary Sociery, was
of the deepest interest. Few Englishmen
are better qualified to speak of the work
done in India by the devoted servants of
Christ than he i3, and his words will come
with n welcome ring to lovers of missions
at home, as well as to our missionary
brethren toiling in India. Especially valu-
able, considering the probability of his
election as Chairman of the London School
Board, are bis remarks on cducation in
India. Spesking of the success of the
American missionary schools.at Lakore, he
stated that, notwithstanding the prejudices
of the natives in favor of their own form of
worship, these schools numbered threc
years ago & thousand native scholars.
While these schools were being established,
the Government had their own schools, for
political purposes, “and after much dis-
cussion it was decided that the Bible for
religious instruction should not be allowed,
and therefore the people who opposed the
inculcation of Christian knowledge among
their children, one would suppose, wonld
have preferred their own schools to those
of the missionaries. But such was not the
cuse.”” Lord Lawrence went on -to say
that although Government schools were
to a certaiu extent popular, the American
missionarics’ schools were much more.so,
and he had no lhesitation in saying  the
people preferred sending their children to
those schools.” The natives took alarm
when several of the pupils sought to be
baptized, and for a time the number of
scholars decreased, but a rea:tion had now
taken place, the schools were rapidly re-
gaining their old numbers, and the mission-
aries were more popular than ever. Thas.
scemed to the speaker a most remarkable
indication of the value in the minds of the
p-ople of missionary education, and of their
sense of the honesty, purity, and excellence
of the lives and character of those misaion-
aries, Lord Lawrence said that the mis- .
sionarics all vied in doing good for the
people, and in trying to instruct them in-
the essentials of the Christian seligion; and
they-bad shown, by their lives, by their
precept and .example, what a noble thing
was this sincere belicfin Christianity. “It
seemed to him that year by year and cycle
by cycle the influepce of these missionaries
must increase, and-that in God’s good will
the timo might be expected to come when
large masscs of.she people; having lost all
faith.in:their a%n, and feeling, the want of:
a religion. which was:.pare; and tree. and
holy, wonld be conyerted and profess the.
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Christian religion, and, having professed it,
live in accordance with its precepts.”
These are hopeful words, and how gladly
wiu they be read! Lord Lawrence’s full
recognition and testimony as to the good
work done by the missionaries will make
him popular among Protestants of every
shade of political feeling; and, thercfore,
we earnestly trust that he may be elected
to preside over the weighty deliberations of
London’s Educational Parliament.

Death of Dr. Owen, of India.

We record with regret the death of one
of the most learned and useful of the Ameri-
can missionaries in India, Rev. Joseph
Owen, D. D., who died at Edinburgh,
Scotland, on the 4th December. He was
born in New York, and graduated at
Princeton College, where he took a high
stand as a scholar. He graduated at
Princeton Theological Scminary in 1838.
He soon after went to India under the care
of the Presbyterian Board and was station’
ed at Allahabad, where he spent the greater
part of his life, and where, from his thor-
ough knowledge of the languages of the
country and his general literary and theo-
logical attainments, he was eminently use-
ful, especially in the translation of the
Bible and in the preparation of commen-
taries and other books adapted to the wants
of the people. His health having been
impaired by nearly thirty years continuous
residence in India, he had taken a recpite
to visit the Holy Land, Germany and
Great Britain, but was attacked with sick-
ness in Scotland. A writer in the Presby-
terian gives the following acconnt of his
last hours :

“ When informed that he could not re-
cover, he expressed a wish to see Dr. Duff,
‘When the Doctor came, he said to him,—
¢ My dear old friend, how glad I am to ses
you.” Dr. Duff poured out his heart in
fervent prayer. It was,’ says the corre-
spondent from whom these sentences are

uoted, ‘a touching sight to see those old

iends who had labored so many years in
the missionary field, bidding one another
farewell” Dr. Duff repeated the verse,
¢ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from
all sin,” Dr. Owen’s countenance lighted
up with joy as_he veplied, ¢ That’s it. If
it were not for that, it would now be & leap
in the dark.’ He often said, ¢ Dear Jesus,
thy will be done.’ Soon after Dr. Duff
left he literally fcll asleep in Jesus. His
end was indeed ful, His work is done,
and God has called his servant home,
. “Aslong as there was hope of his life

he looked forward with t interest to
his returning to Indis, He has eften told
me, ‘My heart is in India. 1 should like
to lay my bones there. I once said to him,

‘Have you mot worked long enough
in your mission ficld, and would you not
be willing, for the remainder of your life,
to settic in America? I shall never forget
the reply he gave me; ‘I would not ex-
change my missionary work for crowns
and kingdoms.” Itdeeply stirred my heart
to hear such words coming from one¢ who
had grown grey in the cause of missions.
His testimony is a remarkabie one. * Tell
my old friends at home,” he said on his
death bed, ‘that I have not, for one mo-
ment, regretted that I left my dear country
to become a missionary. My only regret
is thut I have not been more faithful.’  In
his message to the native Christians of
India, he said, ¢ Tell them to be steadfast
in the faith, immovable, abounding in the
work of the Lord, and not to seek for
earthly gain or cmolument’ He died
without a regret, except that he could not
retarn to India to labor for God.”

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS, &c.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
tollowing sums during the month :—

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Tithes —— Pictou. ...........
James’ Church, New Glasgow
John Murray, Mabou......

R. H. Smith, Truro....

L. S. McKean, Mabou.............. T 500
Thankoffering from Friend, Lochaber. 4 00
Do. do. 50
A. Hebb, Esg., Bridgewater.......... 400
Brookvale, Musquodoboit............ 8 00
Middle Stewiacke: -
Halfway Brook...........0 28 17
North side of River.. .. 665
South do.  do. 9 63
South Branch. .. 3 58 28 03
Springside..cceoeenann o L .12 42
J. Mc , Pictou, Tankoffer 10 60
West River, Rev. G. Roddick.. .. o7 86
George Young, Dalbousie Mount. 100
Elmsdale and Nine Mile River. .. 30 00
2nd Cong., Maitland:
Rockville Miss. Society...... $11 91
Lower Selmah do. do. ...... 584
Donation..eeeiveeecnannennn 12518 00
Sheet Harbour Cong:
Moser’s River....oeveeve.....$3 83
Sarah Atkins......c.... ..02 358
Musquodoboit Harbour. .......810 90
Jeddore Harborr..oveuenriaass 0 70 11 60
Woodville, P. E. I.......... £3 2 010 34

Knox's Ch., Pictou, aud Cariboo River. 22 00

Robt. McNaughton, Fish Pools, E. R.. 1 50

Primitive Ch., N. élasgow, ann.col.. 90 $0
4 DAYSPRING.”

James' Church, New Glasgow.:...... 26 50
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Musquodoboit, Higgins' Settlement, Dartmouth Sabbath School...... . 2220
Collected by Mrs. . Archibald, from: })Jppler I({}ogcr‘s }tll'{lt e 5 14
i 5 oplar Grove, additional:
Higgins—Scott and Robert, 50, frs. John Caldwell’s children. .... 4 00
* Jane, Abigail, Mary, Musquodoboit Harbour Congregation,
Janet and Elizabeth, Musquodoboit Harbour:
25 cents each........ 12 Col. by Miss Emma Mack...$1 65
* Mary, Nancy, Olive, “ 7 WmR. Mott........ 5 00
Asa, Robt. }i,., Phebe, “  Fanny Brown....... 2 2
Elizabeth A., Gordon ¢ Jessie Anderson..... 6 00
and Buckle, 121 cents Meagher's Grant:
ench................ 112} Col. by Laura Dickie....... . 1561
“  Yrank, 374, Henry 10 0 47} * 7 James B. McDonald.. 0 83
Nelson—David and John 50 cts. Clam Harbour:
each................. 1 Col. by James Stoddart...... 0 40
¢ Chisholm and Thomas, * 7 Georgina Robson..... 0 87
. 25 cents each..... vee. 050 Ship Harbour: .
Miller—Henry, Susan & Cyrus, Col. by Howard Mitchell..... 1 03 19 59
123 centseach......... 0 Erskine Church Sab. School Montreal 20 00
Bryson—Carson and James, 12§ ‘Woodville, Col. by Miss Doherty, P.
cents each........... 025 L....... ceeereaeiis £0 8 2 136

Fisher—Mrs. Matthew......... 0 12}
Archibald — McKean, Edgar,
Hedley, Lambert,
Parkerand Almira
25 cents each. .... 1

60
Col. by Mrs. Jas. Archibald.... 1 20

¢~ Libby S.Hamilton..... 160
Hutchinson Settlement:
Col. by Samuel Jobnson..... 120

Sab. School, Greenwood. by
John Reynolds............ 1 94
Sedgewick Section:

Col. by Miss Anna Kent..... 3 29
¢ Sidney Archibald.... 4 00
¢ Angus Dickey....... 080
** Fred Dickie..... ... 025
*  James Downing...... 0 25
. i A%axxés Archibald.... 025 2238
Tatamagouche Congregation:
Wau %1’5 River S%%e Scho.:. .81 00
Frenc: do do. .. 162
Point Brule:
Col. by Miss M.Mitchell's
Class.........$1 60
‘  Miss Eliza Dunn’s
Class. .. cees... 1 00
“  MissE.Langille's
Clags.v,eer ... 025
**  Miss J. Semple's
Class. .........
“ Miss M. Semple’s
¢ MissM. G. Reid's
Class.......... 0 33 8 93
Tatamagouche Riv. S. School. 980
Children of D, Campbell..... 1 00 22 35

Springside Cong‘:

Col. by Jobhn Wilson........S1 38
¢ Elizabeth Brown..... 1 380
‘  Georgina Logan.. ... 1 31
“  Lydia Hamilton.... . 1 10
b P t:umnh g Logan(1 . % i&l’
o risty Deyarmond. .

‘* Rebecca J. Graham.. 0 86
**  Gilmore Creelman... 120
¢ . Allan Jobnson....... 0 78
‘*  Walter Fisher....... 0 75
‘' Jas. S.Johnson...... 215
“  LewisFulion.,...... 104 16 00

.

‘West Point Cong., P. E. I.:
Col. by Miss Crawford and
Miss McDougall....... £0 4 4
Proceeds of drugget left by
Rev. W. Stuart in Mr.

Ramsay’s hands........ 316 0
£4 0 4
Expense.......... 02 7%

P.E L.....e.....£2 17 8312 96
HOME MISSIONS.

Tithes—Pictott. voceviienes vueneren. 300
Jameg’ Church, New Glasgow.... ..., 42 52
Jobhn Murray, Mabon. .. .v vunrvnenn. 10 00
R. H. Smith, Truro....... «evve oo 100
Brookvale, Musquodoboit...... ..... 4 05

J. McLean, Picton, Thank-offering. ... 10 00

Middle Stewiacke,
Halfway Brook....
North side of River.
South do.  do

- South Branch

Springside...ceciieniiveniies cenn.. 15 00
George Young, Dalhousie Mount..... 1 00
Sheet Harbour Congregation:

Tangier..... «..... . 493

Elmsdale and Nine Mile River.
Musquodoboit Harbour.
Meagher’s Grant.

A Friend........ 00 966
Woodyville, P.E. I,.........£118 0 6 34
R. McNaughton, ¥sh Pools.......... 150

SUPPLEMENTING FUND.
Tithes=Pictot. . veerreriensenencanns 00
James' Church, New-Glasgow. 42
John Murray, Mabou. ......

00
R, H. Smith, Traro....... . .. 100
Mrs. McLeod, Otter Brook, Stewiacke. 1 00
Spﬁncﬁgg...,...,.”..._.,..........u. 5C0
3. M , Picton, Thank-offering. ... 10 00
Mrs. Thos. E. Fraser, New Glasgow... 500
Elmsdale and Nine Mile River........ 30 00
Musquodoboit Barbor,..y.....$11 00

geag er's Grant.....

Woodville, P. E.1
A Friend, per Rev. Dr. Bayne.ceevess
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MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Sheet Harbour Cong., Taylors Head.. 1 21
Tithes—Pictov...over veviienanaiae . 300
John Murray, Mabou..ccoooievveniss 20 00
S. L. McKean, Mabot.....ovvnvvn... 5 00
Springside...oo ool 10 00
Dartmouth.....ooiiieiiiin cuvnin 23 817
Elmsdale and Nine Mile River........ 30 00

Woodville, P.E. I... ......£0 19 6 32

Dividend {rom Union Bank.......... 53 00
J. F. Layton, for aid to Students..... . 12 00
SYNOD FUND.

Woodville, P. E. L.........£1 7 4 450

ACADIAN MISSION.
Tithes—Pieton ... vovirievaninnens,
John Murray, Mabou................
Lochaber........coveeninnnne, d
South River...oovivviniiinianan
Eeonomy....ooovvieiann .

Mrs. Jas. O'Brien, Walton
Glenelg. ...
Sherbrook

MISSION RUILDINGS FOR REV. C. CHINIQUY.

James Tupper, Sheet Harbour........ 0 50
Mrs. McLuod, Otter Brook, Stewiacke. 1 00
Cross Roads Sewing Cirele, for

MiSSIOn. covviievnieeiiiinn. 5 00

Cross Roads Sewing Circle, for
Church Building........ .. 13311831
Lochaber, (Rev. F. Forbes). .....$7 3

Goshen Prayer-Meeting.........11 15
ﬁudxk River.. G T onion d(i 21 24 7(1)
Thanksgiving Col. Upper Londunderry 15 0
R. H. é‘ﬁxithf"!‘mro. pp ............ ry 1
Alex. McCulloch, Wentworth Grant.. .
Mrs. Dand, New Glrsgow............ 5
Mrs. Reynolds, Upper Musquodoboit.. 1
Mrs. Jas. Sutherland, 0. .1
John Graham, West River...........
Antigonish. .. .oieviieeiian. ees
‘Taylors H .ad, Col. by Sarah McCarty.
Mrs. Jacob O Brien, Walton... .81 00
Master Jamwes O'Brien ......... 3 00
Col. by Miss Minnie Adums, Cumber-
land............ Cisestesiaencenne
Glenelg, per Rev. C. B. Pitblado. ....
Framboise, C. B., Col. by R.

Ferguson, Teacher.......... $10 42
Framboise, C. B., Col. by John
McLeod. ..o oveeiinnns i
Ferguson’s Lake, C. B., Col. by
Anne Ferguson........ ....
2 Archeveque, C. B., Col. by
Sarah Mcleod........o.L..n 10 40 32 72
Per Mr. R. Murray. ...oooeieioiann 29 50

The Treasurer of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers' Fund acknowledges receipt of the
following suns:

J. W. Carmichael, Es@.... et
Roderick McGregor®...... .....
Daniel Ghisholm, New Glasgow.. .
James McGregor. .coevvevieenas
Bridgewater. . oovieieraanss

*Bésidcé prorﬁiscof AﬁéuﬁlDomﬁon-oN]?..
‘The sums credited above to Woodville Con-

tenns

gregation, P. E. I, for Home and Foreign
Missions, Supplementing, Syned, and Minis-
terial Education Funds. were raised by the
following young lady Collectors:

Miss Flora McKay, Miss Isabella Cantley,
Miss  Margavet Mcleod, Miss Catherine
Stewart, Miss Jessic McLean, Dliss Mary
Stewart.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.
The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:

Wm. Logan, Upper Stewiacke......
Rev. J. J. Baxter, Onslow. .

.. 810 50
. 1200

‘Wm. Dunn, Merigomish........ 11 50
Rev. D. Sutherland, Grandance 0 60
Allan Spencer, Great Village......... 500
Joseph Peppard, 3rd, Great Village... 500
Rev. J. McG. McKay, Economy...... 15 00
Mal. Campbell, Bigr Glace Bay."....... 3 50
John Matheson, Albion Mines........ 750
Rev. P. M. Morrison, Bridgewater.... 9 62
Hon. 8. Creelman, f]ppcr Stewiacke.. 100
Rev. R. Sedgwick, Musquodboit. ..... 31 00
Robt. McDonald, Cape George........ 5 50
W. Buchanan, Esq., Sydney, C. B.... 10 00

- Rev. C. E. McLean, Leitch’s Creek,C.B 6 00

Rev. W. Maxwell, Little Harbour..... 9 60
Rev. A. Glendinning, Windsor...... 050
Rev. S. McCully, Prince William, N.B. 1 00
Rev. D. McMillan, LaHave........... 10 00
Rev. D. S. Gordon, Annapolis........ 11 50
Rev. E. Grant, Kempt............... 3 00
Rev. A. B. Dickie, Sheet Harbour. .... 22 50
Rev. A.Munro, . E.X .............. 700
G. Mclennan, L. Selmah.... ....... 100
Wm. Dunbar, Lake Ainslie........... 0 60
Don. Archibald, Little River......... 0 60
Robt. Forman, Londonderry.......... 0350
W. J. D Lobban, Chatham, N.B..... 500
Hugh McNeill, S. River Lake....... . 050
Rev. M. Stewart, Whycocomagh...... 12 00
Mrs. I. W. George, Amherst ........ 200
Alex. Sutherland, Caledonia. ..... wes. 150
Rogers and King, Montreal . . 40
W. Ross, Pictou.........

Edwin L. Nash, Riv .

Mrs. S. A. Creelman, Upper
Geo. Fulton, Upper Stewiacke. ..

Mr. Wm. McQuin, Gay’s River,......

Chas. A. Cameron, Up. South River... 4 0p
W. J. Millar, Newcastle, N. B........ 1 0p
H. L. Atkins, Truro....... beesanans . 10 0g
A. K. Graham, Five Islands.. ....... 5 0g
Rev. W. Duft, Lunenburg:........... 8 5o
HAlfaX. eus vernearnssrens senneses 1139
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