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RULES

COMMON TO BOTII HOUSES

IN iELATION TO

PRIVATE BILLS.

51 .- No letition for any Private Bill is re- Prirate

eCivcd by Tihe Hlouse after tihe first three weeks of îmes, or

eaeh Session ; nor may any Private Bill be pre- receiving.

sented to The House, after the first four weeks

of each Session ; nor may any Report of any Stand-

ing or Select Comnittee upon a Private Bill be

received after the first six weeks of each Session.

52.-The Clerk of The House shal, during Clerk to

ech IRecess of Parliament, [from and after tihe first pubish
I1uies res-

day of Novemaber in each year,] (a) publish weeldy, pecting

in the Official Gazette, the following Rules, respect- privateC ~ bis.
ing Notices of intended applications for Private

Bills, and in other newspapers (English and French)

the substance thereof; [and shall also, immedietely

(a) These words occur in the Legislative Council Rule
only.
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4 RUSLES RELATIVE TO

after the issue of the Proclamation convening Par-

liament for the despatch of business, publish in

the Official Gazette, and in other provincial news-

papers, as aforesaid, until the opening of Parlia-

ment, the day on whielh the time limited for

rcceiving petitions for private bills will expire,
pursuant to the foregoing Rule;] (b) and the Clerk

shall also anirrince, by Notice affixed in the com-

mittec rooms and lobbies of this House, by the first

day of every Session, the times limited for receiving

Petitions for Private Bills, and Private Bills, and

Reports thercon.

Notices 53.-All applications for Private Bills, whether
for Pnivate
Bills, for the erection of a Bridge, the naking of a

Railroad, Turnpike Road, or Telegraph Line ; the

construction or improvement of a Harbour, Canal,
Lock, Dan, or Slide, or other like work ; the grant-

ing of a right of Ferry ; the construction of works

for supplying Gas or Water the incorporation of

any particular Profession or Trade, or of any Bank-

ing or other Joint Stock Company ; th. incorpora-

tion of a City, Town, Village or other Municipality;

the levying of any local assessnaert; the division of

any County, for purposes other than that of Repre-
sentation in Parliament, or of any Township ; the

removal of the site of a County Town, or of any

Local Offices; the regulation of any Conmon; the

(b) The words in brackets do not occur in the Legis-
lative Council Rule.



PRIVATE BILLS.

re-survey of any Township, Line, or Concession, or Notices

otherwise for granting to any individual or indivi- f rivate

duals any exclusive or peculiar rights or privileges

whatever, or for doing any matter or thing wich

in its operation would affect the rights or property

of other parties, or relate to any particular class of

the coinnunity ; or for making any amnendrent of

a like nature to' any former Act,-shall require

a Notice, clcarly and distinctly specifyiug the

nature and object of the application, to be published

as follows, viz

In Upper Canadlr-A Notice inserted in ·tbe

Official Gazette, and in one newspaper published

in the County, or Union of Counties, affected, or if

there be no paper published therein, thcn in a
newspaper in the next nearest County in which a

newspaper is published.

In Lower Canaoda-A Notice inserted in the

Official Gazette, in the English and French lan-

guages, and in one newspaper in the English, and

one nawspaper in the French language, in the

District affected, or in both languages if there be

but one paper; or if there be no paper published

therein, then (in both languages) in the Official

Gazette, and in a paper published in an adjoining

District.

Such Notices shall be continued in each case for



RULES RELATIVE TO

a period f at least two months, durinsg the interval

of tisses betwseen the close of the next preceding

Sessions and the conssiderastions of the Petition.

Tul 4.-Before ansy Petitions praying for Icave to

bring in a Private Bill for the erection of a Toll

Bridge, is presecteed to The 'Iouse, the person or

persons intending to petiticn for sueh Bill, shall,
ulpo giving the Notice prescribed by the preceding

Raie, also, at tLie stie time, and in the samle

manner, give ntotice of the rates whici tbey intend

tL ask, the extent of the privilege, the heigit of

tie arches, tLie initerval between the abutmsents or

piers for the passage of rafts and vessels, and men-

tioninr also wieLter tlhey intend to erect a draw-

cridge or not, and the dimitenssions of the ssme.

55.-Peîtitions for Private Bille, wien received

for prir- by The louse, are to be taken into consideration
ate bills. (witiout special reference) by the Conmittee on

Standing Orders ; whici is to report in each case,

whetler tie Rules with resard to Notiee have been

comiffplied with ; and ils every case wiere the Notice

shall prove to Ive been insufficient, either as re-

gards the Petition as a whole, or any matter thercin

whieh ougit to have been specially referred to in

the Notice, the Cotmsittce is to recommend to Tie

louse tie course to be taken in consequence of

such insufficiency of Notice.



PRIVATE BILLS. 7

56.-All Private Bilis from the Legislative Private
Bills from

Assembly (Council), (not being based on a Petition h other

which has already been so reported on by the Com- House.

mittee) shall be first taken into consideration and

reported on by the said Committee in like manner,
after the First Reading of such Bills.

57.-No Motion for the suspension of the Rules Suspen-

upon any Petition for a Private Bill is entertained, u oe.f

unless the same has been reported upon by the

Committee on Standing Orders.

58.-All Private Bills are introduced on Peti- Introduc-
tion of

tion, and presented to The Ilouse [upon a motion Private

for leave], (c) after such Petition has been favor- Bills.

ably reported on by the Committee on Standing

Orders.

59.-When any Bill for confirming Letters Pa- Letters
tent is presented to The House, a truc copy Patent.

of such Letters Patent must bc attached to it.

60.-The expenses and costs attending on Private Fees and
Bills girving any exclusive privilege, or for any ob- e of4n prepariug

ject of profit, or private, corporato, or individual and print-

advantage; or for amoending, extending, or enlar- tng Pri-tD C W rate Bills.
ging any former Acts, in such manner as to confer

additional powers, ought not to fall on the publie

(c) The words in brackets do not occur in the Legis-
lative Council Rule.



8 RULES RELATIVE TO

accordingly the parties seeking to obtain any such

Bill, shall bc required to pay into the Private Bill

Office the sum of sixty dollars, immediately after

the Second Reading thereof: and ail such Bills shall

be prepared in the English and French languages,

by the parties applying for the saie, and printed

by the Contractor for printing the Bills of The

House, and 350 copies thereof in English shall be

deposited in the Private Bill Office, with 200 copies

in French also, of such Bills as relate to Lower

Canada, before the Second Reading; and no such

Bill shall be read a Third time until a Certificate

from the Queen's Printer shall have been filed with

The Clerk, that the cost of printing 500 copies of

the Act in English and 250 in French, for the

Government, bas been paid to him.

Fee and The Fee payable on the Second Reading
cost of of any Private Bill, is paid only in the House
printing,
where 'Y in which such Bill originates, but the cost of print-

paid. ing the same is paid in each House.

Bills and 61.-Every Private Bill, when read a Second

petitions tine is referred to The Committee on Private Bills,
referre if any such shall have been appointed, or to some

other Standing Committee of the same character;

and all Petitions before the House for or against

the Bill are considered as referred to such Com-

mittee.



PRIVATE BILLS. 9

62.-No Committee on any Private Bill originat- Notice of

ing in this House, of which Notice is required to Sitting ofC Commit-
be given, is to consider the same until after a tee.

week's notice of the Sitting of such Committee,
has been first affixed in the Lobby ; nor, in the

case of any such Bill originating in the Legisla-

tive Assembly (Council), until after twenty-four

hours' like notice.

63.-A copy of the Bill, containing the Amend- Deposit of
filled-ep

nients proposed to be submitted to the Standing Bin in Pri-

Committee, shall be deposited in the Private Bill vate Bi

Office, one clear day before the meeting of the Coma- Office.

mittee thereupon.

64.-All persons whose interests or property Consent of

may be affected by any Private Bill, shall, when re- parties n-
V - terested.

quired so to do, appear before the Standing Com-

mittee touching their consent, or may send such

consent in writing, proof of which may be. de-

manded by such Committec. And in cvery case,
the Committee upon any Bill for incorporating a

Company, may (d) require proof that the persons

whose names appear in the Bill as composing the

Company, are of full age, and in a position to

effect the objects contemplated, and have con-

sented to become incorporated.

(d) In the Legislative Council Rule, the word shall"
is inserted here, in place of "may."



10 RULES RELATIVE TO

Voting in 65.-All questionsbefore Committees on Private

temmit- Bills are decided by a majority of voices, including
the voice of the Chairman; and whenever the

voices are equal, the Chairman lias a second or

casting vote.

Extraordi- 66.-It is the duty of the Select Committee
nary pro- to which any Private Bill may be referred by The
visions in
Bills. House, to call the attention of The House specially

to any provision inserted in such Bill that does

not appear to have been contemplated in the No-

tice for the same, as reported upon by the Com-

mittee on Standing Orders.

Report of 67.-The Committee to which a Private Bill
Commit- may have been referred, shall report the same to

The House, in every case; and when any material

alteration lias been made in the Preamble of the

Bill, such alteration, together with the reasons for

the sanie, are to be stated in the Report.

Preamble 68.-When the Committee on any Private
not Bill report to The House that the Preamble of
proved. such Bill lias not been proved to their satisfac-

tion, they must also state the grounds upon which

they have arrived at such a decision; and no Bill

so reported on shall be placed upon the Orders of

the Day, unless by special order of The bouse.



PRIVATE BILLS.

69.-The Chairman of the Committee shall sign, Chairman

with his name at length, a printd copy of the in

Bill, on which the Ameudments are fairly written, amend-

and shall also sign with the initials of his name, ments.

the several Amendments made and Clauses added in

Committee; and another copy of the Bill, with the

Ameudments written thereon, shall be prepared by

the Clerk of the Committec, and filed in the Pri-

vate BillOffice, or attached to the Report.

70.-No important Amendment may be pro- Amend-

posed to any Private Bill, in a Committee of the Mnts a

Whole Hlouse, or at the Third Reading of the Bill, reading.

unless one dav's Notice of the same shall have been

given.

71.-When any Private Bill is returned from the Bills
amended

the Legislative Assembly (Council) with amend- by the

ments, the same not being merely verbal or unim- other

portant, such amendments are, previous to the House.

second reading, referred to [a committee of the

whole House, or to] (e) the Standing Committee

to which such Bill was originally referred.

72.-Except in cases of urgent and pressing ne- Dispeas-
c .g with

cessity, no Motion may be made to dispense with 'Standing
any Standing Order relative to Private Bills, with- Orders.

out due notice thereof.

(e).These words occur in the Leglslative Council Rule
onlI',

il



12 IULES RELATIVE TO

Private 73.-A to be called the ' Private Bill

Bill Regis- egister," shall be kept in a room to be called the

1>rivate Bill Office," in which Book shall-be en-

tcred, by the Clerk appointed for the business of

that Office, the name, description and place of resi-

dence, of the parties applying for the Bill, or of their

agent, and all the proecedings thereon, froin the

Petition to the passing of the Bill; such entry

to sp2cify briefly eich proceeding in The House,
or in any Comnuittee to which the Bill or Petition

may bc referred, and the day on which the Coi-

mittee is appointed to sit. Such book to b open

to public inspection daily, during Office hours.

Private 74.-The Clerk of the Private Bill Oflice shall

Billes.~ prepare, daily, lists of all Private Bills, and Peti-

tions for such Bills, upon which any Committee is

appointed to sit, specifying the lime of meeting,

and the room where the Committee shall sit ; and

the same shall be hung up in the Lobby.

(Leigeiative Cuncil only.)

Unprovid- 116.- In all anprovided cases, the rules, usages,
ed cases, and forms of the House of Lords are to be
L. C. followed.
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(Legislative Asseinbly only.)

49.-Every Parliamentary Agent conducting Parlia-

proceedings before the Legislativc Assenbly, m"*"1try
C -M -1Agents.

shall be personally responsible to the House

and to the Speaker, for the observance of the Rules,

Ordrs, and practice of Parliament, and Rules

prescribed by the Speaker, and also for the pay-

ment of all fees and charges; and lie shall not act

as Parliamentary Agent until he shall have re-

ecived the express sanction and authority of the

Speaker.

50.-Any Agent who shall wilfully act in viola- Agents

tion of the Rules and practice of Parliamient, or oluo aing

any Rules to be prescribed by the Speaker, or who liable to

shall wilfully misconduet hinaself in prosecuting suspen.

any proceedings before Parliament, shall be liable o

to an absolute or temporary prohibition to practise

as a Parliamentary Agent, at the pleasure of the

Speaker; provided that upon the application of

such Agent, the Speaker shall state in writing the

ground for such prohibition.

116.-In ail unprovided cases, the Rules, usages, Unprovid-

and forirs of the House of Commons shall be ed cases,

followed. L. A.

13
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
UONCERNING

BI LLS OF DIVORCE.

Divorce 75.-Every Aplîicant for a Bill of )ivorce is

noised. reîuired to give Notie of.his intention so to do,
and to specify fromn whom and for what cause,
byadvertisemlent during six maonths, in the Official
Gazette, and in two newspapers published in the
District in Lower Canada, or County, or Union of
Counties in Upper Canada, where such Applicant
usually resided at the timie of the separation, or

in the adjoining District, if the requisite number
of papers cannot be found in the first District, or
County or union of Counties.

And 76.-A copy of the Notice, in writing, is to be

erd nrse scrved, at the instance of the Applicaut, upon the
party. person fromi whon the Divorce is sought, if the

residence of such person can be ascertained; and
proof on Oath of such Service, or of the attempts



DIVORCE BILLS.

made to effect it, to the satisfaction of The House,
is to be adduced before The House on the read-

ing of the Petition.

77.-When Proceedings in any Courts of Law Proceed-
have taken place prior to the Petition, an Exemplifi- ings in

cation of such Proceedings to final judgment, duly f.°uy d

certified, is to be presented to The House on the

reading of the Petition.

78.-lu cases where daniages have been awarded Damages

to the Applicant, proof on Oath must be adduced, to Ieued.
the satisfaction of The House, that such damages

have been levied and retained, or explanation

given to The House fer the neglect or inability

to levy the same, under a writ of execution, as

they may deem a sufficient excuse for such omis-

sion.

79.-The Second Reading of the Bill is not tO Formali-
take place until fourteen days after the first read- ties before

2nd read-
ing, and Notice of such second reading is to be ing.
affixed upon the Doors of the House during that

period, and a copy thereof, and of the Bill duly

served upon the party froin whom the Divorce is

sought; and proof, on Oath, of such service, ad-

duced at the Bar of The House, before proceeding

to the second reading, or sufficient proof adduced of

the impossibility of complying with.this regulation.

15



DIVORCE BILLS.

Petitioner 80.-The Petitioner is to appear below the Bar
to appear. of Tie House, ut the second reading to be examined

by The House, generally, or as to any collusion or

coninivance between the parties to obtain such

separation, uriless The louse think fit to dispense

therewith.

Evidence 81.-After the Second Realing, Witnesses are to
offeelebra- h heard. at the Bar of The House, on Oath ; the
tion of
nri age. preiiminary evidence being that of the due cele-

bration of the marriage between the parties, by

legitimate testimony, either by witnesses present at

the time of the marriage, or by complete and satis-

factory proof of tie certificate of the officiating

initer or authority.

Counsel 82.-The Counsel for the Applicant, as well as
teard. tie party fron' whoi tie Divorce is sought, may

be heard at the Bar of The louse, as well on

the evidence adduced, as on the provisions for the

future support of the wife, if deemed necessary.

Witnesses, 83.-The Witnesses are notified to attend by a
low sum- Summions, to issue under the hand and seal of The

moned. Speaker, to tIe parties applying for the saime, on

application to The Clerk of the House, and served at

tie expense of the said parties, by the Sergeant-at-

Arnis, or his authorized Deputy; and every Witness

is allowed his reasonable expenses, to be taxed by

16
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The House, or any Officer thereof, appointed for

that purpose.

84.-Witnesses refusing to obey the Summons When re-

are, by Order of The House, taken into the custody faa n to

of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and not liberated there-

from, except by Order of The House, and after pay-

ment of the expenses incurred.

85.-Every Bill of Divorce is to be prepared by Bill pr.

the party applying for the same, and printed by pared and
Yprinted by

the Contractor for the Sessional Printing of The petitioner.

House, at the expense of the party ; and three

hundred and fifty copies thereof, in English, and

two hundred copies in French, must be deposited

in the office of the Clerk of The House, and no such

Bill is to be read a third time until a certificate

from the Queen's Printer shall have been filed

with The Clerk, that the cost of printing 500 copies

of the Act in English, and 250 copies in French

for the Government, has been paid to him.

86.-Every Applicant for a Bill of Divorce, at Amountto

the time of presenting the Petition, is to pay into be paid.

the hands of the Clerk of The House, a sum of

eighty dollars, to cover the expenses which may

be incurred by The House during the progress of

the Bill.

87.-In all unprovided cases, reference should be Unprovid-

had to the Rules and Decisions of The House of ed cases.

Lords.
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