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ALBERTA'S GREATEST
LIBERAL CONVENTION

IN
these unsettled times it was an inspiration to

attend the sessions of the Alberta Provincial

Liberal Convention held in Calgary from Janu-

ary I6th to Ihiti last. The quotation from the Cal-

gary Albertan on the cover page of this pamphlet will

convey some idea of the harmony and the enthusiasm

which prevailed and of the thoroughly representative

character of the convention.

.

•

The most perplexing problems were faced with cour-

age and frankness. Tariff, taxation, franchise, land-

settlement and all matters of reconstruction arising

out of the war were dealt with in a spirit of earnestness

and with full confidence that a united and aggressive

liberalism is the only force that can carry this country

through the difficulties and dangers of present condi-

tions and establish once more a period of material

progress and of continued development of the liberties

and rights of the people.

The resolutions passed and the proceedings followed

are herewith given in full

—





THE ALBERTA LIBERAL
ASSOCIATION

MinutM of th« Convention of The Alberta Liberal

Aaaociation held at Paget Hall, in the
City of Calgary, on Thursday and

Friday, the 16th and 17th

days of January, 1919.

Opening Proceedings

On Thursday, January 16th. 1919 at half past ten
in the forenoon Mr. Alex Allan, Presadent of the Asso-
ciation called the Convention to order. Proceedings
were openeu by the sinjonK of the National Anthem.

On motion Mr. A. Mahaffy was appointed Secretary
pro tem of the Convention.

The President then delivered a short address.

On motion of Honourable A. G. McKay, seconded
by L. L. Pack, it was resolved that the resolutions
Committee consist of all the Dominion Liberal Candi-
dates at the last Election, in the absence of any such
Candidate the President of the District Liberal Asso-
ciation to take his place, all Members of the Legislature
present, all Liberal Senators present and two detegates to
be selected from each such District, and further that all

resolutions be submitted to the Resolutions Committee.
The election of the members of the Resolutions Com-
mittee was then proceeded with and the Resolutions
Committee, as constituted, retired.

On motion it was resolved that the appointment of
Voting Delegates be left in abeyance.

Hon. Chas. Stewart, Premier of Alberta,

Delivers Address

The Honourable Charles Stewart,
berta then delivered an address.

Premier of Al-

Liberal Principles, Record and Leadership
Endorsed

On motion of Honourable Frank Oliver, seconded
by Martin Woolf, M.L.A., the following resolution
was adopted :

" Whereas the Liberals of Alberta have met in open
convention for the purpose of declaring their belief
in the principles of Liberalism, of discussing the appli-
cation of those principles to the many new problems
now confronting the country, and to organize so that
these principles may prevail in the forthcoming genera!
elections, and.



" Whereat) Canada i< a country of vant extent, varied

inlernttii and unbounded rewnirceit, containinK within

herwlf all the element! of national Kreatneiw, but

unlem there in unity of pur|Kwe imonKit her varied

interests, her extent and resourcen tend to weaknew
and staKnation instead of to strength and proicrest. and

"Whereas this Convention rec««{niie« that thert-

must he tta'tional ntrength or there cannot be national

proKresM, that there must be unity or there cannot be

strength and that the foundation of unity is the assur-

ance to each citizen that he will be protected in his

right, artd

"Whereas the first principle of Liberalism is the

guarantee of individual riKht, and this Convention
believes that a policy founded on that principle is the

only one under which Canada can be united, strong

ana progressive, and
"Whereas the history of 'Canada proves that Cana-

dian progress was never so great or its people so well

content as when its affairs were conducted under
Libera! direction, especially in the period from IH9ti

to 1911, and

"Whereas in the change from war to peace condi-

tions there is greatest need for the application of the

soundest principles of government under the most
efficient Leadership,

"Therefore be it resolved that the Liberals of Al-

berta in Convention assembled hereby declare their

support of the Canadian Liberal party, and express

their confidence in Sir Wilfred Laurier as their leader."

I)r. William Egbert of Calgary then addressed the

Convention for a short period and at half iiast twelve

o':lock the meeting adjourned until two p.m.

The Convention was again called to ord^r at two
o'diKk in the afternwjn.

R«p«al of War Tim* Elections Act Demanded

On motion of Honourable A. G. McKay, seconded
by J. S. McCallum, M.L.A., the following resolution

was adopted

:

"Whereas for many years prior to the passing of

the War Time Elections Act a vigonjus immigration

and colonization polic> had been carried on in Canada,
and
"Whereas as a result a very large number of immi-

grants of non- British birth were induced to become
residents of Canada, and

"Whereas by the Dominion Government and their

agents all such immigrants were, upon the fulfilment of

residential and other requirements, guaranteed the

full rights of citizenship, and

"Whereas such immigrants so induced to become
rendents of Canada lived up to the obligations demand-
ed of them, and

"Whereas it is of the very essence of everything

that is British that contracts entered into should be

strictly observed in both the letter and the spirit, and

"Whereas no class of our citizens should have been

exempted from Military Service on the one hand, nor

deprived of the rights of citizenship on the other, and

"Whereas the War Times Election Act and the

Military Service Act both violate these well established

principles, and



"Whereas the panung uf the War Time* Election
Act wai a distinct violation of all undertakini{<i i(iven

and all reprewntationa made to thoae whnm it affected
prior to their becoming permanent residents of this

country:

"Now therefore this Convention is of opinion that
the War Time Elections Act was not passed fur the
pui poses ostensibly set forth and urged is a reason for

enacting such measure : that it was passed bv the Federal
Parliament, ttot to assist in winning the but as an
unfair weapon with which to win an elet.>' .•: that the
instructions issued direct from Ottawa to Returning
Officers, to be by them transmitted In enumerators
and Deputy Returning Officers, are conclusive proof
that it was not intended that a fair and honest election
should be held in December, 1917, but that it was
designedly and deliberately planned that this Act
should be used as a means to pevent a free and fair

expression of the will of the electorate, and that the
names of large numbers of electors who were supposed
to be favorable to Liberal Candidates should either
be (miitted from the voters" list, prepared by the Gov-
ernment agents, or should be debarred from voting
at the polls by the Deputy Returning Officers; that by
an unfair use of the said Act, there was a designed and
deliberate attempt to exclude from voting all voters
not of British birth, who were supposed to favour the
Liberal cause; and that the manner in which the elec-

tion was amducted, at least in the Province of A.oerta,
had a tendency to lower the respect, and did lower the
respect, which all voters, not of British birth, had for

the British flag, and the justice for whieh it was sup-
posed to stand, and the election as conducted afforded
no opportunity whatever uf obtaining a fair expression
of the will of the electorate;

"Therefore be it resolved that the said Act
should be reoealed at the approaching Session of the
Federal Parliament."

Claints Natural Resources foi; Prairi* Provinces

On motion of Hunuurable George P. Smith, seconded
by J. G. Turgeon, M.L.A., the following resolution
was adopted:

"Whereas the position of the three prairie provinces
with regard to their public domain, places these prov-
inces at a very great disadvantage as compared with
the other provinces of Canada.:

"And whereas the publicly pledged word of the
Prime Minister of Canada without reservation or condi-
tion to transfer to these provinces their natural re-
sources anr* also to compensate them for those resources
already alienated, is still unredeemed to the dishonour
and humiliation of Canada.
"And whereas the recent conference in Ottawa

regarding this question merely added another chapter
of subterfuge and evasion to the record of Borden
Governments, past and present, upon this question.

"Therefore be it resolved that this Convention
demands the immediate transfer of their natural re-
sources to the three prairie provinces, and compensa-
tion for those lands and resources which have been
wrongfully alienated, not only as a measure of plain
justice to the provinces concerned, but also as a wise
national policy in solving the many complex problems
.that must be solved mainly on the Western prairies."



Soldier*' Land Settlement Policy

On motion of Honourable Duncan Marshall, sec-

ondea by John J. Gaetz, M.L.A., the following resolu-

tion was adopted:

"Resolved that this Convention is of the opinion
that the Government of Canada should immediately
adopt and declare a definite and specific land settlement
scheme for returned soldiers, whereby, so far as possible,

soldiers should be settled on land in the provinces
from which they enlisted, and insofar as the soldiers

from Alberta are concerned, the said ^scheme should
include:

1. The purchase by the Dominion Government of

reasonably large areas of land in different parts of the
province where such land could be secured in blocks,

or in sections conveniently near to each other, and con-
venient to railway communication.

"2. That suitably sized farms of the said lands
should be sold to soldiers desiring to engage in agri-

culture upon such terms and conditions as to payments
and interest as would make it possible for these men
to repay the purchase price of said lands;

"3. That a careful agricultural survey should be
made of egch of these Jireas to decle the lines of

agriculture that should be engaged in on each area;

"4. That arrangements should be made for the
breaking of a portion of these lands to enable the sol-

diers settling on them to make quick preparations for

their first crop;

"5. That the loan of $2,500 which i: is proposed to

make to soldiers on their homesteads, should be avail-

able in connection with this land, the money to be
properly expended in equipment and buildings with
which to begin operations.

"6. That arrangements should be made for the

establishment of co-operative creameries under the
direction of the Provincial Dairy Commissioner, and
also for the co-operative marketing of the farm pro-

ducts of the men settled on these lands, and that
arrangements be made for the purchase of and sale to

these men of agricultural implements at manufac-
turers' prices;

"7. That an agricultural representative be estab-

lished in connection with each settlement to give

personal advice and assistance to such of these men as

require the same; that this agricultural representative
should be preferably a soldier who has seen service

and a man who had had an agricultural college training

and also experience as a practical farmer, and that

where possible, a veterinary surgeon should be engaged
to assist this agricultural representative and generalh
supervise the health of the live stock of these farmers;

"8. That buying and selling should be as largely

as possible on the co-operative plan so as to obtain for

these fanners the highest market price for their pro-

duce and also enable them to buy the necessities they
would require in their farming operations at the lowest
possible price, but that each farm should be the indi-

vidual enterprise of the farmer who purchased it from
the Government under this plan."

Regulation of Hour* and Conditions of Labor

On motion of Honourable C. W. Cross, seconded by
John McEtonald, the following resolution was adopted:



"Whereas the necessity of bringing an order of

social justice into the industrial world is one which
is occupying the minds of statesmen in every country:

"And whereas the Government at Ottawa has

taken no steps to align Canadian afTairs with the

advances being made in otther countries toward a new
industrial relationship between capital and labo.;

"And whereas the time has now arrived in the

affairs of Canada when progressive steps must be taken

with regard to labor legislation.

"Be it resolved that this Convention hereby goes

on record: (1) in favor of an eight hour law for all

employees ordinarily known as Industrial Workers
throughout the Dominion of Canada: (2) equality
of wages as to men and women for similar or the
same service; (3) total abolition of child labor:

and (4) for a minimum wage for all such Industrial
Workers according to existing facts and condi-
tions."

Low Tariff and Direct Taxation

On motion of Honourable A. G. McKay.seconded
by Honourable G. P. Smith, the following resolution

was adopted:

"Whereas Liberalism has always been opposed to

a protective tariff, and has always advanced measures
for the benefit of the masses:

"And whereas in 1911 the Liberal Party appealed
to the country on a wide measure of reciprocity with
the United States:

"And whereas the Liberal Party adopted a prefer-

ential tariff in favour of the Motherland of twenty^
five per cent and subsequently increased it to thirty-

three and a third per cent.;

"And whereas on the floor of Parliament the Liberal

Party moved for the abolition of all duties on Farm
Implements:

"And whereas year by year the policies advocated
by Farmers' Organizations and the Canadian Council
of Agriculture, have very closely approximated to the
policy of the Liberal Party, until there is now practi-

cally no difference between such policies;

"And whereas the Canadian Council of Agriculture

in November, 1918, announced and adopted a plat-

form practically identical with the policy of the Liberal

Party:

"And whereas the policies advocated by both the
Liberal Party, and the Canadian Council of Agricul-

ture are not only practically identical, but are in the
very best interests, and for the benefit of all Canadians:

"And whereas the Canadian Council of Agriculture

and the Liberal Party desire to attain practically the

same results, this Convention is of opinion that there

should no longer be any seeming difference between
the policies advocated by the Canadian Council of

Agriculture and the Liberal Party, biit that they should
unite in one joint determination to attain the adoption
of their common policy which would be of inestimable
benefit to all Canada;

"Therefore be it resolved that this Convention
commends the platform of the Canadian Council of
Agriculture declared at Winmjjeg in November, 1918,
as to Tariff and Taxation, ana adopts it as part of the



Liberal Policy, the resolution of the Canadian Council
of Agriculture as to Tariff and Taxation being as
follows:

"Whereas Canada is now confronted with a huge
national war debt and other greatly increased finan-

cial obligations, which can be most readily and effect-

ively reduced by the development of our natural
resources, chief of which is agricultural lands:

"And whereas it is desirable that an agricultural

career should be made attractive to our returned soldiers

and the large anticipated immigration, and owing to
the fact that this can best be accomplished by the
development of a national policy which will reduce to
a minimum the cost of living and the cost of production

;

"And whereas the war has revealed the amazing
financial strength of Great Britain, which has enabled
her to finance, not only her own part in the struggle,

but also to assist in financing her Allies to the extent
of hundreds of millions of pounds, this enviable posi-

tion being due to the free trade policy which has
enabled her to draw her supplies freely from every
quarter of the globe and consequently to undersell

her competitors on the world's market, and because
this policy has not only heen profitable to Great
Britain, but has greatly strengthened the bonds of

Empire by facilitating trade between the Motherland
and her overseas dominions—we believe that the best

interests of the Empire and of Canada would be served
by reciprocal action on the part of Canada through
gradual reductions of the tariff on British imports,

having for its objects closer union and a better under-
standing between Canada and the Motherland and at

the same time bring about a great reduction in the
cost of living to our Canadian people;

"And whereas the Protective Tariff has fostered

combines, trusts and "Gentlemen's agreements" in

almost every line of Canadian industrial enterprise,

by means of which the people of Canada, both urban
and rural, have been shamefully exploited through the

elimination of competition, the ruination of many of

our smaller industries and the advancement of prices

on practically all manufactured goods to the full

extent permitted by the tariff;

"And whereas agriculture, the basic industry upon
which the success of all other industries primarily

depends, is unduly handicapped throughout Canada
as shown by the declining rural population in both
Eastern and Western Canada, due largely to the greatly

increased cost of agricultural implements and machinery
clothing, boots and shoes, building material and prac-

tically everything the farmer has to buy, caused by
the Protective Tariff, so that it is becoming impossible

for farmers generally, under normal conditions, to

carry on farming operations profitably;

"And whereas the Protective Tariff is the most
wasteful and costly method ever designed for raising

national revenue, because for every dollar obtained
thereby for the public treasury at least three dollars

pass into the pockets of the protected interests, there-

by building up a privileged class at the expense of the

masses, thus making the rich richer and the poor
poorer;

"And whereas the Protective Tariff has been and
is a chief corrupting influence in our national hfe

because the protected interests, in order to maintain

8



the unjust privileges, have contributed lavishly to

poHtical and campaiKn funds, thus encouraging both
plitical parties to look to them for support, thereby

lowering the standard of public morality.

"Therefore be it resolved that the Canadian Council

of Agriculture, representing the organized farmers

of Canada, urges that, as a means of remedying these

evils and bringing about much needed social and
economic reforms, our tariff laws should be amended
as follows:

(a) By an immediate and substantial all round re-

duction of the customs tariff:

"(ft) By reducing the customs duty on goods Im-

ported from Great Britain to one-half the rates charged

under the general tariff, and that further gradual,

uniform reductions be made in the remaining tariff

on British imports that will ensure complete Free

Trade between Great Britain and Canada in five years;

" (c) That the Reciprocity Agreement of 1911, which

still remains on the United States statute books, be

accepted by the parliament of Canada;

" (d) That all food stutT not included in the Recipro-

city Agreement be placed on the free list;

" (e) That agricultural implements, farm machinery,

vehicles, fertilizers, coal, lumber, cement, illuminating,

fuel and lubricating oils be placed on the free list, and
that all raw materials and machinery used in their

manufacture also be placed on the free list;

"(f) That all tariff concessions granted to other

countries be immediately extended to Great Britain;

"(g) That all corporations engaged in the manu-
facture of products protected by the customs tariff

be obliged to publish annually comprehensive and
accurate statements of their earnings;

"(A) That every claim for tariff protection by any
industry should be heard publicly before a special

conunittee of parliament;

"As these tariff reductions may very considerably

reduce the national revenue from that source, the

Canadian Council of Agriculture would recommend
that, in order to provide the necessary additional

revenue for carrying on the government of the country

and for the bearing of the cost of the war, direct taxa-

tion be imposed in the following manner:

"{a) By a direct tax on unimproved land values,

including all natural resources;

"(b) By a graduated personal income tax;

"
(c) By a graduated inheritance tax on large estates;

"(</) By a graduated income tax on the profits of

corporations:

"(e) That in levying and collecting the business

profits tax the Dominion Government should in-

sist that it be absolutely upon the basis of the actual

cash invested in the business and that no considerations

be allowed for what is popularly known as watered
stock;

"(/) That no more natural resources be alienated

from the Crown, but brought into use only under
short-term leases, in which the interests of the public

shall be properly safc^arded, such leases to be granted
only by puBlic auction."



"But this Convention further asserts that Free

Trade with Great Britain and the United States, should

be the ideal of the Liberal Party, and that it is and
shall continue to be the duty of Liberalism to earnestly

strive to so regulate and direct the fiscal policy of

Canada, as to ultimately attain Free Trade with Great

Britain and the United States."

At half past five o'clock the Convention adjourned

to meet again at eight o'clock in the evening.

The Convention re-assembled at eight o'clock p.m.

Provincial Franchite for Dominion Elections

Mr. Jesse Gouge, seconded by Honourable Duncan
Marshall moved the following resolution:

"Whereas the pjassage of the War Time Elections

Act bv an autocratic Dominion Parliament has demon-
strated the danger to representative government and
the power of a conscienceless majority in the Dominion
House to destroy the very essence of Democratic
Government and perpetuate themselves in power;

"Therefore be it resolved that we favor an amend-
ment to the British North America Act, making the

subject of qualifications to vote at any election in

Canada, a matter, exclusively within the jurisdiction

of the Provinces and Provincial Legislatures."

It was moved in amendment by George M. Thomp-
son, seconded by O. E. Culbert, that the resolution

moved by Mr. Gouge be referred back to the resolu-

tions Committee, with instructions to amend same in

such a way that provision will be made that the

Provinces are not to deprive any Canadian citizen of

his vote. The amendment was carried.

Mr. Gouge announced that the Resolutions Com-
mittee had amended the resolution which he had
submitted to the Convention and on motion of Mr.
GouRe, seconded by Honourable Duncan Marshall,

the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas the passage of the War Times Elections

Act by an autocratic Dominion Parliament has dem-
onstrated the danger to representative government
and the power of a conscienceless majority in the

E)ominion House to destroy the very essence of Dem-
ocratic Government and perpetuate themselves in

power:

"Therefore be it resolved that we favor an amend-
ment to the British North America Act, making the

subject of qualifications to vote at any election in

Canada, a matter, exclusively within the jurisdiction

of the Provinces and Provincial Legislatures.

"And be it further resolved that in the opinion

of this Convention it should be recognized as a prin-

ciple of I.iberalism that no person who is or becomes a

citizen of Canada shall be disfranchised for any reason,

except breach of tne obligations of citizenship, and
that no considerations of race or creed should be

allowed to interfere with the right to the franchise,

and that the franchise should be considered a right

and not a privilege."

Financial Statement

The Secretary-Treasurer then submitted his accounts

showing that the cost of the Convention held at Ed-
monton on November 10th, 1917. amounted to $641.81,
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and that the amount collected to defray the expense

of said Convention was $576.80, leaving a balance of

$65.01 due to the Secretary-Treasurer.

On motion of Mr. Hinsley of Forfoka, seconded by

Mr. Wallace of Calgary, it was resolved that the

accounts of the Secretary-Treasurer just read b*

received and adopted.

Dominion Convention

The Secretary then read the correspondence between

himself and Sir Wilfred Laurier in relation to the

calling of a Dominion Convention. Sir Wilfred Launer

stating that it was the intention to call such a Conven-

tion at Ottawa when the terms of peace had been set-

tled.

Protest Against Monopoly in Natural RoiourcM

On motion of George M. Thompson, seconded by

W. A. Rae, M.L.A., the following resolution was

adopted:

"Whereas the granting of large tracts of valuable

timber, coal, oil and mineral lands belonging to the

people of Canada and constituting the source of supply

of the raw materials necessary to tne welfare of the

settlers of this country leads to tlie aeaUon of danger-

ous and burdensome monopolies;

"And whereas there is publicly reported to be before

the Dominion Government a project to alienate

almost the entire oil resources of the North Half of

Alberta and the whole of the Mackenzie River Country

for the benefit of a corporation which is not even Can-

adian;

"Therefore be it resolved that this Convention

place itself on record as demanding complete resti-

tution of those resources wrongfully alienated from

the public domain of the prairie provinces and hereby

declares that this Convention regards as improper

alienation any arrangement whereby natural resources

are acquired otherwise than by parliamentary legis-

lation;

"And further resolved that this Convention protest

against the granting of large blocks of natural resources,

by Order-in-Coundl or otherwise, in such manner

as may constitute monopolies;

"And further resolved that this Convention places

itself on record as demanding of the Liberal Party

in the event of its attaining office, the cancellation of

any and all clandestine contracts, affecting public

domain which from this date forward may be entered

into by Order-in-Council, which may tend to create

monopoly and constitute a discrimination against the

actual settler and people in general.'

Mr. Ross Sutherland on behalf of the Committe«>

collecting from the Convention the expense of tolding

same handed to the Secretary-Treasurer S,ii5.W, m
which receipt was given.

Soldiers' Civil Re-Eatablishment

On motion of Honourable J. R. Boyle, seconded by
J. A. McCoU, M.L.A., the following rest lution was
adopted:

"Whereas the Victories of the Allies have displaced

the problems of war by the problems of peace, and
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"Whereas the first and most pressinjf problem is

the return of the men composinR Canada s army to

civil life under as favorable conditions as the country

can provide, and
"whereas this Convention declares its support of

the principle of gratuity pay on the basis of a fixed

minimum and increase to be estimated on a monthly

basis in accordance with the length of service for all

honourably discharged soldiers, such pay to include

due provision for the soldiers' dependents;

"Free medical attendance wherever practicable for

soldiers and their dependents during the period covered

by their post gratuity;

"Loans to soldiers who are fitted for and desire to

settle on land. And loans to men wishing to start iti

any other industry or business;

"Loans to enable soldiers who are fitted for and

desire to re-enter industrial employment, to erect

suitable dwellings in villages, towns or cities;

"Adequate and equitable pensions for disabled or

partially disabled men and their dependents having

regard to the cost of living:

"Vocational training at State expense of all soldiers

who desire and are fitted to take advantage of such

training;

"Period of Military Service to count as homestead

residence for soldiers who made entry after as well as

before enlistment;

"That all possible expedition be tised so that there

shall be no unnecessary delay between the arrival of

the soldier and his commencement of vwational

\-aining;

"Supplying artificial limbs and other appliances

to disabled soldiers free of charge;

"Providing special sanitaria for soldiers suffering

from shell shock or other forms of mental affliction.

or other disease, and sanitaria for those suffering from

tuberculosis;

"Providing suitable permanent homes for totally

disabled soldiers who might desire to avail themselves

of them;

"A war bonus in cash to each soldier based on the

length of his service in the Army; and as to those who
have lost their lives a bonus to their dependents irre-

spective of length of service;

"An annuity to widows and orphans of all soldiers

who die subsequent to the War where the estate of

the soldier is insufficient to support his widow or

orphans; or in the alternative provide Life Insurance

for returned soldiers;

"Giving due preference to soldiers in appointments

to public office and generally recognizing the principle

that the soldier having rendered special service to the

State is entitled to special consideration at the hand of

the State.

"Whereas after all has been directly done for the

returned soldier it must be realized that he did not

serve and sacrifice for himself, but for his country, and

that unless Canada is prosperous and free, his service

and sacrifice have been in vain.

"Therefore be.it resolved that in the opinion of

this Convention it is the duty of the Government of

Canada to deal promptly, fairly and liberally in all

particulars with the demobilized soldier himself;
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"Secondly, bv sound and proRressive legislation to

realize for Canada the ideals of justice and liberty

that the soldier fought to secure for Belgium and
France, and

"Thirdly, to pursue such governmental policy in

regard to agriculture, industry, trade, finance, trans-

portation and development as will widen opportunity

for the soldier and make Canada a better country for

him to live in.

"The term 'soldier' in this resolution is to be read

as including men from Canada who have served in

the NaNT and women who served in a nursing or

other capacity in the Army."

Proportional ReprcMntation Rajectcd

It was moved by W. D. Spence that to bring about

a greater measure of democracy we recommend pro-

portional representation in all cities where two or more
members are to be elected and the transferable vote

in all constituencies.

It was ^ ved in amendment by G. M. Thompson,
secondp'' jy A. McTeer, that in the opinion of this

Con\eiuJon, the Dominion of Canada is not ready for

proportional representation. The amendment was
carried.

Demands Equal Franchise for Women

On motion of A. T. Mode, seconded by Mrs. R. S.

Cook, the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas the women of Alberta had been

granted the provincial franchise on an equal footing

with men;
"And whereas the provincial franchise had for a

great many years been taken as the basis of qualifica-

tion as a voter for federal elections;

"And whereas at the last federal election the fran-

chise was extended to only a comparatively small

class of women in .Mberta;
" And whereas at the said election Sir Robert Borden

promised to give the franchise to the women of Canada
•after the election';

"And whereas the so-called Union Government has

since passed 'An Act to confer electoral franchise upon
women';

" And whereas the said act contains provisions with

reference to all women who are British -subjects, by
marriage or by naturalization of their parents while

they were minors, which provisions are practically

imposable* of fulfilment as therein required;

"And whereas the said provisions are designed to

bar many of our women from voting and to put into

the hands of the government, through its enumerators

the power to select or handpick the women electorate;

"And whereas the said power in even much lesser

degree led, at the last election, to gross irregularities,

fraud and intimidation and to the disfranchisement

of many duly qualified electors;

"We, the Liberals of Alberta, in Convention assem-
bled, deplore the fact that the so-called Union Govern-
ment has seen fit to carry out Sir Robert Borden's

promise to the women of Canada in this manner, and
under this disguise, and we afiirm our unqualified

support to the women for electoral rights both in voting

and as members of parliament on an equal footing

with the men."
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I>M«ntr«lia*d Banking Systam

On motion of Mr. Jeiae Goukc seconded by Mr.

Barkley the following resolution was submitted and

considered:

"Whereas the banking system of Canada as now in

voKue tends to centralize all the financial institutions

of the country in the hands of a small banking mono-

poly or money trust;

"And whereas the rapidly developing commerce

and industry of the country demands a constantly

increasing and efficient banking faality coupled with

a system of elastic currency, which currency must be

of an absolutely sound and redeemable character, and

"Whereas the present systen of banking has resulted

in a reduction of the number of chartered banks in

Canada to ninteeen. with a conseciuent reduction in

currency and circulation, and has placed the hnancial

interests of the country in the hands of a close monopoly

with power to increase or diminish the currency of

the country at will; to fix interest, discount and ex-

change rates and maintain them.

"Therefore be it resolved that we favor the passage

by parUament of a National Bank Act authorizing

the chartering of local National Banks by the Donun-

ion Government, said banks to be subject to inspection

by a Dominion Bank Examiner, and with power to

issue bank currency, by first depositing with the

Minister of Finance, Dominion Government Bonds to

the extent of the full amount of bank notes issued, or

ten per cent, in excess of the amount of notes to be

so issued—all national banks to be v^ganized with

paid-up capital of $50,000.00 or more, and to be without

power to establish branches."

On motion the Convention adjourned at eleven

p.m. to meet again at ten o'clock in the mormng on

January 17th.

Tht Convention re-assembled at ten o'clock on

Friday, January 17th.

Th€ discussion on the banking resolution submitted

by Mr. Gouge was continued and the said resoluUon

was carried.

Hon. Mr. Motherwell, of Sa«k«tchew«n, Addresses
Convention

On the invitation of the President, the Honourable

Mr. Motherwell of Saskatchewan then addressed the

Convention.

\t half past twelve o'clock an adjournment was

taken until two p. m. when the Convention re- as-

sembled.

On motion of A. D. McKenzie, seconded by G. M.

Thompson, it was resolved that three-quarters of an

hour be set aside for the discusaon of the general

welfare of the Party by the Convention in general.

Dominion Wide Prohibition

On motion of L. U. Fowler, seconded by A. McTeer

it was resolved that the Federal Parliament should

absolutely prohibit the manufacture, importation,

exportation, storage or sale of intoxicaUng liquors

within the Dominion of Canada.
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PretMt Against C«nsorship

On motion of Honourable GeorRC V. Smith, seconded

by Honourable Frank Oliver, the following resolution

was adopted:

"Whereas Lib<.Tty of Speech—the risiht to express

opinion by verbal or written words-is a first principle

of Liberalism and is the foundation of successful

democracy;

"Whereas in time of war the right of free speech

may properly be restricted by authority of parliament

for the purpose of preventinR treasonable utterances

and to prevent information of military value from reach-

ing the enemy;

" Whereas it is an accepted principle of democratic

Government that when internal conditions justify

such procedure the Government may proclaim martial

iaw, thereby putting in the hands of the military

authorities the power to arbitrarily suppress such

utterances as they see fit. to such extent and by such

means as they may deem necessary;

"Whereas the Government of Sir Robert Borden

under pretext of war necessity has established through-

out Canada a censorship both of the public press and

of private speech which is in effect censorship by martial

law. without martial law having been proclaimed;

"Whereas this power of the censorship has been

employed, not so much to suppress utterances of

treasonable intent or effect, or to prevent information

of military value from reaching the enemy, as to prevent

fair, reasonable and necessary criticism of the ineffi-

ciency and graft which has characterized the war

administration of the Borden Government, and to

protect those concerned from a due measure of criti-

cism by the people whose blood and money has carried

on the war.

"Whereas the enforcement of such a*censorship has

had the effect of decreasing public confidence in any

statement made on behalf ofthe Government, esiiecially

concerning military operations, and. in that respect

prevents full credit being given to the valor and

sacrifice of Canada's soldiers in the war.

"Therefore be it resolved that the Union Govern-

ment is hereby condemned for having established a

martial law censorship without having taken the

responsibility of proclaiming martial law, and for hav-

ing abused the power thus usurped to defend their

Civil administration from deserved criticism as well as

to prevent correct knowledge of their military admini-

stration from reaching the people whose sons and broth-

ers were fighting against the imposition by Germaiiy

of such a censorship upon the world."

Demand* Preaervation Canadian Autonomy

On motion of Honourable A. G. McKay, seconded

by Honourable J. R. Boyle, the following resolution

was adopted

:

"Whereas from time to time it is reported in the

press that the peace conference about to sit in Pans

will result in treaties between the powers directly

concerned, which will deal with matters of trade,

defence, immigration and other important subjects.
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' Whereas under the measure of autnnoiny enjoyed
by Canada as a |)art of the British Kmpire, the sub-
jects mentioned, msofar as they relate to Canada, are

solely under control of the people of Canada throuKh
the Canadian parliament:

"Whereas the sacrifices made by Canada in the
war were for the purpose (amonR others) of establishinK

the autonomous rinhts of the weaker nations so that

might should not prevail over right;

"Whereas this Convention claims for Canada tht-

riRhts that she fought to secure for others;

"Therefore be it resolved that the Government of

Canada is hereby urged to insist that in any of the
treaties or agreements at the Peace Conference by or

on behalf of the British Empire there should be, whether
directly or indirectly, no trespass upon or derogation
from the powers of self-government heretofore enjoyed
and exercised by Canada; and that in any apportion-
ment of war indemnity Canada receive her fair share,

not as payment for sacrifices made but as recognition

of the part taken by her in the struggle for world
liberty;

"And further that this Convention declares that

no change should be madt at any Imperial Conference
in our Constitutional relations with the Government
of the United Kingdom which would impair or limit

in any way our freedom of action or decision as a
nation."

Condemns Borden Government for Transgres-
sion of Constitutional Rights

On motion of Honourable Frank Oliver, seconded
by E. F. Ryan, the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas the Liberals of Alberta in Convention
assembled hereby declare their belief that the appli-

cation of Liberal principles to the work of government
in Canada offers the only solution of the many problems
which have to be met in building up within the Domin-
ion a strong, prosperous and progressive nation, and

" Whereas as the result of the devotion and exertions

of the Liberal Party during a long period of years, and
under the successive Leadership of men of the higViest

honour and of the greatest talent, effect wns given u-

Liberal principles in such matters as

E)qual Franchise
Free and Secret Ballot

Honest elections

Rule of the Majority
Representative Parhament
Responsible government
Laws made only by parliament
Liberty of the subject in speech and act, subject

to limitations fixed by parliament
Supremacy of the civil over the military power,

except where martial law has been proclaimed,

and

"Whereas these principles had been expressly em-
bodied in legislation or had been confirmed by practice

so that they were universally and unreservedly recog-

nized as being part of the constitution of the country,

and
"Whereas the Borden Government, before and after

the elections of 1917 trans^essed each one of these

fundamental principles of Liberalian jwhich had been
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incorporated into the Constitutinn of the country, and
thereSy UBurped auttxratic power, which that Govern-
ment has since used and abused to the Kreat detriment
of the country and aKainttt the welfare of its citizens;

"Therefore be it resolved Uiat in the opinion of

this Convention the Horden Cloverhment is not en-

titled to the support of electors who desire to uphold
and advance Lincral principles as a means toward the
building up of Canada."

Dwmanda Unr««trict«d SaU of S««d 0«ts

On motion of Angus McDonnell, seconded by Mr.
Ryecroft, the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas in actual practice under the <)rders-in-

Council regulating the handling of seed grain, the (irice

is fixed for the seller without finally being fixed for the

buyer, and the right of dealing of farmer with farmer

is destroyed, and the price of seed grain to the purchaser

is unduly enhanced by adding excessive costs of hand-
ling by the Dominion Seed Grain Commissioner.

"Now therefore we hereby express ourselves in

favour of the restoration of the right of unrestricted

sale."

Appreciation of Edmonton Bulletin

On motion of J. G. Turgeon, M.L.A., seconded by
A. T. Mode, the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas during the extremely critical perio

through which Canada has been passing, the daily

press of Canada has utterly failed to give voice to those

principles of democracy for which the soldiers of

Canada were fighting and suffering;

"And whereas The Edmonton Bulletin has been an
outstanding exvxinent of Liberal principles and a

strong supporter of the Liberal Party;

"Therefore be it resolved that this Convention of

Alberta Liberals express its appreciation of the con-

sistent stand taken by the Edmonton Bulletin."

Vote of Thanks to G. M. Thompson, of Calgary
Canadian

On motion of Mr. Horner, seconded by Mr. McKen-
zie, a vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. G. M. Thomp-
son and the Calgary Canadian for the splendid work
done by them in upholding the principles of Liberalism.

Mr. Thompson gave a short address in reply.

A Public Health Policy

On motion of Dr. Leslie Wright, seconded by Hon-
ourable A. G. McKay, the following resolution was
adopted:

"Whereas the Province of Alberta has already em-
barked on Provincial Health Programs, wherein the

State is assuming respwasibility for the health of Ihe

people; and is undertaking to provide hospital accom-
modation on much the same basis as public schools;

"And whereas there is great need of Provincial

hospitals for surgery and special medical work to

supplement the municipal hospitals now being organ-
ized;
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•"nwiefore be It re»lved that this Conventkm ki««

on word as demandina for each province, its fair

qu<»ta of all the hospital and dental equitMnent and

supplies in use in Canadian MiiUary HosiMtals in

Canada and overseas whenever tlwse supplies and

equipment are no lonRcr required f<>r the Canadiari

Expeditionary Force, in order to build up provincial

institutions li.r the welfare of the whole people; and

that this Convention ro on record as liCinn op|ic«ed to

the sale. Kift, loan <* lease of any of this equipment to

any penons, coriiorations or a<»«(xiatio!is enKaged m
the businean of providinK hospital accommodation for

profit; and this Convention strongly urges b«»th the

Provincial and Federal (;overnment8 to forthwith deal

seriously with the whole health problem. includinR

and dealinK iwrticularly with the questions of Baby

Welfare. Tuberculosis. Venereal diseases, and the

proper care of all those whether infants or adults, who

are r..vnUlly deficient, also the atjed and infirm;

"We also recommend that an immediate aurvey

should be made of the Province to ascertain the real

facts and requirements alonij all these lines, and that a

viBorous policy of research work. alonR preventive

UiMS. be adopted."

Appreciation of Albcrtan Report

On motion of Honourable Duncan Marshall. ««mded

by Honourable Frank Oliver, it was resolved that this

Convention expresses its appreciation of the splendid

report of it'^ i^roceedinRS which appeared in the Morn-

inc Albertan. This report was not only complete and

accurate in its detail, but it was arranged and displayed

in a manner that would enable its readers to have a

clear understanding of all the important work of the

meeting.

Mrs. W. M. Davidson replied.

Printing Comni»itt«« Appointed

On motion of S. G. Tobin. M.L.A.. seconded by I>.

Johnson, it was resolved that a committee consistinR

of Honourable Frank Oliver. Honourable Duncan Mar-

shall and Honourable George P. Smith be appointed

to prepare and publish a report of this Convention lor

distribution.

Protest Against Unfair Increase in Express Rates

On motion of O. L. McPherstm. seconded by J. E.

Varley. the following resolution was adopted:

"Whereas there is-now on foot a movement to raist-

freight and express rates generally in the face of down-

ward prices of commodities, constituting a decided

discrimination against certain sections of the country,

and
"Whereas by Orders-in-Council rates have been

raised subordinating Railway Commssionsand with<)ut

notice to the shipping public greatly interfering w.tli

the safe conduct of business;

"Therefore be it resolved that this Convention hereby

expresses its strong disapproval of all such discrimin-

atory and unfair handling of such questions vitally

affecting individuals and business enterprises, and asJis

that a competent investigation of such matters be
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tfuiu«urated to the end that an Intelligent and «dentiftc

control f>r wch mattert be exerdied. and hereby con-

demns the Horden Covernment for Itt arMtrary inter-

ference with the function* of the n.jthorlty In that

behalf a* constituted by Parliament.

OfKcan El«ct*d

The election of ofTiccrs was then proceeded with.

Dr. William Egbert and A. McTeer were miminated

for the position of F*resident. A vote havmK been

taken the Chairman declared Dr. Egbert elected ai

President of the AsKiciation.
.

Lieutenant W. R. Howjon was nonunated as First

Vice-President of the Association. There heina no

further nominations. Lieutenant Howson was declared

*
Dr. Oliver Boyd was nominated as Second Vice-

President of the Association. There being no further

mnninations, he was declared elected.

O. E. Culhert was nominated as Secretary-Treasurer

of the AfcfcKTiation. There being no other nominations,

he was declarud elected. .... c-^ .

Charles Gordon was nominated as Asastant Secre-

tary of the Asstxrjation. There being no further nom-

inations he was declared elected.

R< irdinf National Convvntion

The lecreiary drew th'i attention of the Convention

to the fact that provisljn should be made for a dele-

gation to attend the Dominion ConvenUon to be

called by Sir Wilfred Laurier. ^ .. •.

On motion of Honourable Duncan Marsha 1, it was

decided that as many Liberals as could possibly attend

should be present at the IX)minion Convention, and

that the persons so in attendance should then choose

the delegates in conformity with any rul^es laid down

for the Constitution of the Dominion Convention.

Constitution Amended

On motion of A. T. Mode, seconded by S. G. Tobin.

the Constitution of the Association was amended, by

striking out clause 13 thereof and substituting therefor

the following: , ^ ,, < «- _
'
13. The Liberal Candidate for the House of Com-

mons shall be chosen by a Nominating Convention m
each Federal Riding. For the purpose of a Nominat-

ing Convention there shall be elected from among the

electors of each polling subdivision in each rederal

Riding, one voting delegate for each one hundred

votes or fraction thereof polled at the last Federal

Election in each said polling subdivision. Provided,

however, that in any event each polling subdivision

shall be entitled to two voting delegates. Only the

voting delegates shall be entitled to vote at a Nom-
inating Convention."'

Vote of Thanks and Collection

A vote of thanks was tendered to the retiring officers.

The committee appointed to make collections for

the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Conven-

tion reported that $257.87 had been collected, and that

amount was handed over to the Secretary-Treasiwer

who gave a receipt therefor to Mr. George Connelly.

The Convention closed by singing the National

Anthem.
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Alberta Liberal Association

Your Committee of Constitution begs to recommend
that the following Constitution be adopted:

Nam*
1. The name of the Association shall be "Alberta

Liberal Association".

Officers

2. The Officers shall be, President. Vice-President,

Second Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer and As-

sistant Secretary.

Executive Committee

3. There shall also be an Executive Committee
consisting of the said Officers, the Liberal Senators

for Alberta, the Liberal F'ederal Members for Alberta, the

Liberal Candidates for the House of Commons defeated

at the last election in Alberta and the Presidents of

the District Liberal Associations of each Federal

Riding in the Province of Alberta.

,
Vacancies

4. Any vacancy on the Executive Committee may
be filled by the Committee itself, but any Member of

the Executive Committee so appointed shall hold

office only until his successor has been regularly

appointed.

Quorum
5. Seven members of the Executive Committee

shall form a quorum.

Term of Office

6. The President, Vice-President, Second Vice-

President, Secretary-Treasurer and Assistant Secretary

are to hold office until their successors have been

appointed bv a general convention called under the

provisions of the Constitution of the Alberta Liberal

Association.

Disqualifications

7. No person who holds either the office of Senator

or Member of the House of Commons, or of the Pro-

\incial Legislature of Alberta shall be eligible to be

an Officer of the Association.

8. No person who is an employee of the Federal or

Provincial Government shall be eligible to hold any

office in this Association.

Powers of Executive

9. The Executive shall have .ull power to act on

behalf of the Liberal Party between convenlions and

may promulgate rules and regulations not inconsistent

herewith for all nominating and other conventions.
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District Convention*

10. In each Federal Riding ther.' shall be formed a

District Liberal Association, the officers of which shall

be President. Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer,

who. together with fifteen memb s to be elected at

the meeting of the District Con jntion shall be the

Executive Committee of the District Association.

Five or more members of such Executive shall form a

qix>nmi.

11. Each District Association may take such steps

as it may deem necessary or expedient to me^ the

expenses of such Association and to elect its Officers

and Executive Committee.

Nominating Conventions

12. Nominating Conventions in Federal Ridings

shall be called in each constituency by the Executive

Committee of this Association, or by the President of

this A*scci'<tion. or in his absence or illness, or refusal

to act. by the Vice-President of this Association.

Voting at Nominating Conventions

13. The Liberal Candidate for the House of Com-
mons shall be chosen by a Nominating Convention in

each Federal Riding. For the purpose of a Nominatmg
Convention there shall be elected from among the

electors of each polling subdivision in each Federal

Riding, one voting delegate for each one hundred votes

or fraction thereof polled at the last Federal Election

in each said polling subdivision. Provided, however,

that in any event, each polling subdivision shall be

entitled to two voting delegates. Only the votmg

delegates shall be entitled to vote at a Nominating

Convention.

Proxies

14. No proxy shall be allowed at any Convention

or meeting of any Committee or Association.

Primaries

15. All primaries in polling subdivisions for the

election of delegates to anv Nominating Convention

in any Riding shall be held on the same day and at

the same hour throughout the constituency; the details

of the organization of each polling subdivision to bt

determined by the Executive for the Riding, but not

to be inconsistent herewith.

16. In the event of any misunderstanding or diffi-

culty arising in connection with the organization of

any Nominating Convention, or of any polling sub-

division and not expresslv covered by these provisions,

the same shall be dealt with by the Executive Com-
mittee of this Association, the decision of which shall

be final.

Voting at Provincial Conventions

17 Everv Provincial Liberal Convention shall be

an open one. That is to say, any Liberal may aUend

and take part in the disci'ssions and work of the

Convention, and mav move resolutions thereat. But

in the event of a vote being necessary, ten voting

delegates shall be selected for each Federal Riding

at the Convention bv the delegates present from each

such Riding, and such votmg delegate alone shall be

allowed to vote.
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Calling Provincial Convantions

18. A Provincial Convention may be called at any
time by the Executive Gjmmittee, or by the President,

or in his absence or illness, or refusal to act, by the

Vice-President. ^
Amendments

19. This Constitution may be amended at any
time by a resolution of a General Provincial Convention.

General

20. Any matters not hereby provided for may be

decided by the Executive Committee of this Asso-

ciation.

Respectfully submitted,

O. E. CULBERT,
Secretary.

Edmonton, November 10th, 1917.
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