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STATEMENT

OK THE

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY.

I
•

By a Charter of King Charles tlie Second, dated May 3, A. D. 1670, 1670
the Hndson's Bay Company was incorporated hy the name of
" THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY 01 ADVENTUUERS
" OF ENGLAND TRADING INTO HUDSON'S BAY. " Many
rights and privilèges wero granted by this Cljarter, the two most im-

portant rights being those given in the following words :
—" We hâve

" given, granted, and confirmed, and for Us, our Hoirs and Succes-
" sors, do give, grant, and confirm unto the said (iovernor and Cora-
" pany and their Successors, the sole Trado and Commerce of ail

" those Seas, Straits, Bays, Rivers, Lakes, Creeks and Sounds, in

" whatsoever latitude Ihey shali be, that lie withiri the entrance to

" the Slraits called Hndson's Straits, together with ail the lauds
" and territorles njjon the coimtries, coasts, and cou Unes of the

" Seas, Bays, Lakes, Rivers, Creeks, and Sounds alortsaid, that are

" not already aclually possessed by or granted to any of our Sub-
' jects, or possessed by the Subjects of any olher Christian Prince
" or State."

In 1671 tlie Company sent oui a ship to Hndson's Bay, under the Jg^j
comniand of Charles Bailey, whoni they appointed Governor of tlie

Territorics and Ports they had established ia the Bay previous to in-

corporation.

In 1682 the Vrench for the first time entered the Bay, and in that 1682
and the following years did much damage to the trade and picpt rty

of the Company, in 1687 Commissiouers were ap[)oiiiti'(l l)\ die 1687

1711.KÎ



Kin^s (if Enfjflaïul aiid l'rancr It» cdiisiilrr lin- compluinls miidr l»y

tlie Company iifiiiiiisl Ihc rnncli. Tlif lïiiv,li>li Ocnmuissiniu-rs rc-

portcd llicir opinion tliat Ilis Alujcsty (Junu-s il»' Second) and liis

Snl»j«'rts had a iii;lil lo Ihc wliolt- Hay and Sliails ^>( llndson, aiul lo

tlif sole Iradi; tlu'rcof'. Tlu-y Ciullu'i- adviscd Ilis Aliijisly lo support

the Coni|)any of llndson's liay in llic rct-ovcry and niainlrnancc of

lliose ri^;lits. A n-monslrancf was snliscfpH'nlIy adiln'sscd to llie

llif Frcncli Kinq: asscrtin^ lliis tlaiin. and dcniandinu, i'ull salisractioti

lo"- II»' wron};s dont' lo llii' Company. Nonr apprars lo lia\t' liccn

1689 f,'iv<'ii; and in 1()8<) llicsi' wnmjis wnc nuiilioncd in ihc dtriaralion

of \var a;;ainst France niadc l)y William llic 'l'Iiird Tlicy "cre altcr-

169T wards considcrod in tlie Trcaty ol" l{ys\vick, m Itil)*.

1T13 ' '" ''cncli conlinncd lo liold hoslilc possession ol' ihc l^irts olllic

Company until tliu l'cacc of Uircclil, in 1713, wlicn lin- llay and

Slraits of lludson, lo,n<;llicr uilli ail lands. scas, sca-coasts, rivers,

and places sitnale in llie said Bay, and uliieli helonj; llicrennto. were

restored to Qucen Anne. IJy a commission inider lier royal Iiand and

scal, Qneen Anne };ave tlie terrilories up to Capt. Kniglit and Mr.

Kelsey, wl)'> \\"'c appointed by the Company as their Agents to

regain posst

1744 In 1474 Parliament voted a sum of £20,000 for tiie discowery of the

1746 North-West passage, and in 1746 an expédition was set on foot by

sonie privatc adventnrers in liopes of obtaining tliis reward. That

expédition was unsuecessfid, but its originators upplied to King George

the Second for a Charter similar to that possessed by the Company, in

order to enable them to prosecute further their altempts. His Majesty

referred tliis pétition to the Law Oflicers of the Crown, acted on their

advice, and did not assent to its prayer. Another pétition beingafter-

wards presenled to l*arliament, and a Cominittee appointed to enquire

iiitc» ils merils, évidence was taken, and a Report presented to the

Ilotise. l poil considération of that Ueport in a Comraittee of the

whole Uonse, the Ilouse refiised, on a division of ()5 to 29, to inter-

fère wilh référence to the riglits claimed by the Company under their

Charter.

As long as Canaiia was held by Ihe Freiuli the opposition of wan-

deriiig traders (coureurs de bois) was insuliicient to indnce Uie Com-
pany to give u|) Iheir usual metliod of trading Their servants waited

at the Forts built on the coast of the Bay, and therc bonght by barler

die fins whicli the liidians broiiglil froni the interior. But alU'r the

1763 cession of Canada to Cireat Brilain in 1763, British traders, following



in lli(> irack of llic l'rciich, luïnctratcd iiito tlic coimlrics lyinjj lo tlie

iiiii'lli-w*'>t i)f llic ('(iiii|miiy'N tii'ritorii'H, and \>y llifir liiiiMinu,' Facto-

rii's, lir«Miu,'lit tlic Miarkct for fiirs m-ar r lo tlu; liidian st-llir. The
Coin|»aiiy, liiidin};' tlit'ir JiMilr scridiisly adcrU'd, t'xlciidfd tlic licld ni'

tlicir ()|)t'i-:ili(iiis, and sent iiailics lo rstaMisli tlicinst'ht's in llif iiiicrior.

In |M'o<'(>ss of tinii' ail siiiallcr o|i|)osin<;' inlcirsts wci'c alisoilxd, i-itlifC

by punliasc or coalition, in tlif Norlli-W «si Company of .Montréal,

wliicli tlni!s hccanii- tlie sole rival uiid coinpitilor to lin* lindson's liay

Company. Diirin;;; many sncM-cssivc ycars a most dis;istrou.s conlr.st

was carricd on Ixtwt'cn lliose two Conipaniis. \\ lien-vcr ont' Com-
pany <-stal)lisli)Ml a trading- post, tlirrc al once lin- other Company aisu

cunnnt'nccd opérations, 'i'iiis systeni of (dose (-om|)elition rapidly

prodiieed a gênerai stale of (lisor;;ani/ation, resnllinj;' in scènes of

violenctt and Itioodslied lietween tlie Indiaiis, tin: trappers and Ihe

traders in llie interests of llie rival Companit-s.

V».

TIk! lindson's liay Comj)any liad Imilt tlieir posls up to 1811 prin- IgJ |

ripally for llie |)nrposes of llie fur trade; but in lliat year lliey ceded

to tlie l^arl of Selkirk a tract of land, near llie Ited Hiver, for llie es-

tîdilislimenl of an ajjricnitmal Coloiiy. (Jolonists were broiifçlit from

Scolland, wliose cliance of sncces>s was defeated by tlie ellects of

rivalry in IIk; fur Irade. Aller undeiî^'oinj^ ^çieat vicissitudes, tlie mas-

sacre of llie (lovernor and principal nieii of tlie Colony iiearly com-

pleted ils riiiii in 181<). Fnll particnlars of llie lamentable evenls of 1816

tlial period will be foimd in tlie records of llie Colonial Oflice, and in

pa|)ei's already presenled to Farliament.

In 1821, botb Companies liaving suffered severely from the rninous 1821

effeiîts of llieir coni|)elilion, made aiTanj;enients by wliicli lliey became

an iinited inlerest mider tlie management of tlie lindson's lîay Com-

pany. In llie same year tlie Home Government, to wliom the state of

the coimlry had loiiu,- been a snbject of ditlicnlty and anxiely, passed

the Ad l >>c'2 (Jeo. IV., (;ap. 6(i, iinder which a Li(!ense was grante<l

by llie Crown to llie lindson's Bay Company, for the exclusive trade

of the wliole Indian Terrilories not already included in the Company's

Charter. Tlial Liceiise, renewed in 1838, ajjain terminâtes in 1859. 1838

Under tliis exclusive system, trade lias been sncce.ssfnlly maintained

and extended. The Foreign Fur Companies in Orcgon and New
Caledonia, on the westof the Rocky IMountains, bave been drivenout

ofthefield, and Brilish (joods bave becoine almost exclusively the

articles of barler with the Indians, in the place of foreign com-

modities.



1839 '" ^^^'^ ''><^ RiisMian Fur Company letiHed a portion of their terri-

tories to Ihe lliidson'M Bay Oonipany, and also, in 1842, cntercd into

1842 an a^rccmcnt to diHcontiiuie tlie sale and gifl of spirits whercver they

liad dealin^H witli tiie liidians.

Diirin^: tlic times of opposition, the IndianH trading witli thc rivai

Conipanie.s dcrived litlle good and much harm froni llieir intercourse

wilh tli».' wliites. New diseasi-s were brought among liiem, and new
vires wi-re tauglit. The introduction and libéral sale of spirits caused

excesscN over wliicli no coiitrol could be kept, and l)rought the Indian

to wanl and niisery. îlostile nations constantly at war with each

other were uninternipted in Iheir outrages of pluuder or massacre; the

influence of the traders being seldom used to prevent bloodshcd or to

mitigate cruelty. An entire change took |#acc wlien the rivalry of the

two Conipanies ciuised on coalition, it then became their interest to

keep the peacc! between the tribes, as hunters were wanted, and |)eace

was recpiisite for the protection of the hunter in bis regular occupation.

The pbysical condition of the native population had to be uttended

to ; notliiiig being so important to the proseculion of the fur trade as

the encouragement ofsteady and industrious habits. The demoral-

izing influence of the unrestricted use of ardent spirits was checked by

proliibiting their being given in exchange for furs. Into the extensive

dislri(;t lying west of Churchill and nortb of Cumberland Hoiise no

spirifs at ail were allowed to pasg, even for the use of the Oflîcers

and .Ser\aiits of the Company. Elsewhere the sup|)ly was limited to

small occnsional gratuities, upon the periodical arrivai of parties at

the l'orls, and to small (|uantiti»'s given to the frontier Indians in ex-

change for provisions, wilhout a supply of which the trade could not

be rarried on. Wliile the aciive iumler had thus no means of in-

jnriug his lieallli and powers i)y drink, llie less able or the Icss thrifly,

the anfd. and llie sick were préservée! from starvation during winter

by Ihe relief iiH'orded lliem and their familles from the diflerenl Posts.

'J hey ^^ele stipplifd wilh food and (îlolhing, the food being always

given i;niliiil(iiisly, and llie elolhing and other absolute necessaries

piid f r wlieii tlieir means allowed. The interests of the Company

c;ill((l fur tliis kindly Irealment, even if no higher or nobler motive

niiide it im|)('i':iti\e.

l'ie^ioiis lo ihe monopoly established in 1821, the moral and

reliy,ious improvemenl of the Indian tribes had been little attended to.

Snice thaï time missionaries of varions creeds hâve been introduced

into inost places wilhin the terrilories of the Company. They hâve

pieaclied and tanght, built ehurches and set up schools. Aid has



been givcn hy tlie ( 'otnpnny in forwardinp tUvne objeclu : soiiie of the

Missioimrits are their Huluried CliaphiiiiK, and ail receivu assistance

in their wants hy gifts ot" inoney or f;rants of laiid,—by allowance of
rations or liouse-rooin, and by llie Hii|)i>ly of free eonvoyance.

Nothinfî ran betler speak to tlic improved condition of tlie teiritories

under the Conipuny'H rule tban the fact, that wl.ih; hostililics >lill

occiir on the frontier, where the illicit tra<le is carri.d on, bctweir» the
native tribes; and while a Herce and bloody wnr has bccn for soine
Urne raging between the Ainericans and Indians, in llu; lalcly rcded
territory of Oregon, peace has been kepl i,, the Conipany's Icriilories,

and the authority of the law respected. Th-^ Company's estahlishnients
hâve aflbrded protection to the Ameri(aii> , i«l their plondered and
houseless families

; and the Conipany's Otticers l.ave succe.ssfnlly
used their inflnence wilh the natives to mitigate rruelty and to
discourage war.

The fur trade is the principal business cariied on by the Company
;

the greater part of the territories posscssud under their Charter, or
over which they hâve control under their exclusive License, being, in
point of soil and cliniate, unfit for cultivation or for the abode of any
but Indians and wild animais. Owing to tiie inaccessibility of the
country, and the precarious nature of the means of communicating
with it, the Company are obliged to keep two whole years' supply of
essential articles in advance, besides those of the current year. But
for this reserve, in the event of the loss of a ship, not only the Indians.
but the Servants ofthe Company would run the risk of starvation.
The Company hâve one-hundred and ten Posts in Rupert's Land and
tlie territory held under License, besides forty-five Factories in Canada,
Labrador, &c. They hâve in their employment more than 1800
Servants.

The trade gives regular employment to seven ships, besides those
taken up on charter for particular voyages. Some of thèse vessels
sail yearly frora London to Iludson's Bay, freighted with British
goods, bringing home cargoes of furs. The rest are kept for the
Pacific trade. The goods sent out to Iludson's Bay in June, 1857,
will, in the usual course of things, be delivered at York Factory in the
ensuing August, that month being the earliest period at which, on
account of the ice, the ships can enter ihe Bay. The goods placed in
the dépôt at York, remain there till the spring of 1358, and will then
be taken into the interior. Their arrivai at their ultimate destination
dépends upon the distance ofthe posts, not reaching some stations, as

o
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Ihose on Macki-iizic's iliver, till IHôO or 1K60. Tlit-y «ill liiive to

renniin in dépôt lill llic followiiiji' year, and tlien be exclianj-td (or ftirs.

The fnrs will 1)1- sliii)|)f(l tor lliinland in 18(}| or lS(v2, aiid sold in

London in llie sj)riii;i- of H(vi or ISO.'}. Tlnis, eapitd spent in 18ô7

may briiiu no relnrn nnlil live or si\ years atter ils in\e>tnieiit. 'l'iie

goods sent ont are e.lincfst excinsively of Brilisii prodnc»- and nninn-

factnre ; and llie re^inlarily of llu- snpply, cond)ined wltli tlie sn|)erior

quaiity of l'ie articles, and tiie ^reater eln-apness of price, lias

liitlurlo enabled tlie Company to conipete willi llie Unssian and

American Coinpanies. and llie iliicil traders on llie fnmlier.

Tlie nnmber of Indians inliabilinf; llie terrilories, and nnder th"^

control of tlie C(tnipany, is snpposed to be not h'ss tliaii 150,000. No

certain information of tlieir nnmbers in 1S21 can be oblained, so as to

test their incrcase or decrease since tliat year; but tlie Servants of tlie

Company, wlio Ir.ne liad tlie best opiiorlnnities of formin^ a judj-ment

on tliis siibject, liave no doiilit thaï in ihe iiortliern disiricts, ihe Indians

havt! increased in nninbers, but thaï ihc conlrary lias been tlie case in

the nei;ihbonrhood of tlif frontier. 'Ihe ninnber of whiles and half-

ca.stes is abonl 11,000, of \\honi abont 7,000 are sellltd al Red Hiver.

The territories nnder ihe management of ihe Company, are divided

by llie Iloeky Monnlains into Uvo districts, the Kastern and the

>Vestern; each diflering from the olher in eliniale and physical

charaekristies. 'Ihe Eastern disiriel endiraces the whole of lUiperl'.s

Land given by the Charter, and the valleys of the >iackenzie and ils

tribnfar es.uhic^h are lield inioer the Lieense. Il is bonnded on the

side of Um' Liiited SlaUs by the 4i)lli parallel of lalilnde ; on the side

of Canada, by the heij^hl of land whose waters (low into Ilndsrm's

Bay ; and on the north by the Aretic Océan. It may be divided into—

]. lîarren <>ronnds, nninhal)it;ililc by whiles or Indians.

2._Thiek\\ood eonntry, a(hipled for the résidence of Indians.

;}._l>rairie land, snilable for seulement and cultivation.

1. The Barreii grounds lie on both sides of Ilndson's Bay, strelching

northwards from abont the 5ôth parallel, and embracinj; ail the lands

belween Labrador in the East, and Markenzie Hiver on the West.

This vast rejïion is, as ils name imporls, stérile,—devoid of tiniber and

almosl of végétation. Visited by the Indian only at staled periods

for the pnrposes of hnnting; it is nniit for the abode of hnman beings,

and valneless for commerce.

4-



Jf-

9

2. The Thickwood country surroiuulsllielowor Coaslsof lludsons

Bay, with an average breadth of 400 inileis, aiul extiMids iii a noilh-

we.^tcily direction iip the valley of the Mackenzie Hiver to tlie Arctic

Sea. Hivers and Lakes cover liait" of tliis expansé. Tlie climale is

rigorous, and the soil poor and cohl ; the frost seldom leaving tlie

jfronud for tlie whole year. The lands, however, ahoiind in fur-

bearing animais, and the waters with hsh, so as to he peculiarly fit for

Uie ahode of Indians and the carrying on of the fur trade. Didieult of

approach and nninviting in aspect, it oflers Utile inducenient to

eniigraiits to settle in it.

3. The Prairie Lands lie to the westward of Lake Winipeg, reach-

ing to the foot of the Rocky Monntains. No physioal bonndary di-

vides them from the United States, the 49th parallel boing the only

séparation. The Saskatchewan River forms their northern limiî,

where theyjoin the Thickwood Country. The climate is severe, but

healthy, wilh great extrêmes of beat and cold, and fretinent sudden

changes of température. On the banks of the Red and Assiniboine

Rivers, and tlience nortli as far as Ciimberlaiid liouse, good land is

to be fonnd, producing fair crops of Wheat and other grain. Spring

W'heat only Ihrives, tall-sowiug having nniversally failed. Towards

tlie west tlu! soil is poor and thin, es|)ecially near the Monntains and

aniuiid the numcroiis Sait Lakes. A sea of grass, with hère and

tliere a wooded Island, the country is better lit for pasture than for

tillage. The waiit of timber for buildings, fenees and fuel, will be a

serions hindranee to the setlleuient of tliis district The only coal to

be found is, unfortnnately, of so inftricM- a rpiality as to be useless.

The Prairies are occupied or ranged over by the predatory Blac'Jeet

Indians; more numerous and more warliUe ihau any other tribes on

the east side of the mounlains, they are alnlo^t ahvays at fend with

the Crée Indians of tiie Saskatchewan. The dislurbauces arising from

such warfare, and llie ainioyauccs tlu'sc miiraM{l"rs might occasion to

settlers, by stealing lluir horsts, kiiiuig their catlle, or laying waste

their lands, would make colonizalion extremely bazardons, or else

deir.and the présence of a large proltclhig niilitary force

In iSew Caledonia the climate, though variable, is niilder tlian

that of the région on the east side of tlie monntains. The country

is generally wooded, rnggcd, niid mounlainous. In favored localitie»

in the valleys, good soil is ollcii Coiiiid, and fair cro))-. of grain bave

beeu pro<luced. 'i'Iie uliolc district is, however, ia the |)(issessi()n of

Savage tribes, and by snperiurity of soil and situation, oti'ers to a settler

no sutlicient induceraent to go so fir to seek bis fortunes. In the
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Island of Vancouver, tlie climate i» healthy, and the soil, in many
parts which hâve been explored, good, and capable of producing
large cropg of grain ; but the great distance from the mother country,

and from any regular trading track, the savage races which hâve
posssession of the interior of the island, and the greater attractions of

other settlements wilh fewer drawbacks and greater advantages, pré-

sent obstacles to its rapid colonization. The neighbourhood of Cali-

fomia, and the Gold Régions, offering such attraction to the emi-

grant bas seriously interfered with tiie exertions made by the Company
to proraote this end.

The Charter of the Company bas from time to time, corne nnder

1690 the cognizance of the Législature, In 1690 the Company having

been annoyed by constant question as to their powers of seizure and

punishment' of interlopers, and of their right to exclusive trade,

petitioned Parliament for an Act to confirm the privilèges contained

in their Charter. An Act was passed for that purpose, but its duration

was limited to seven years. The présent rights of the Company are,

therefore, those conferred by their original Charter, repeatedly recog-

nized since the Act of 1690, by other Acts of the Législature.

1T08 In 1708, an Act of Parliament (6th Anne, cap. 37,) was passed,

for the encouragement of the trade to America, declaring that it

should be lawful for ail Her Majesty's subjects to trade into any

part of America where tliey might lawfuUy hâve traded before the

passing of the Act, and not otherwise. On the pétition of the

Company, sup,»orted before a sélect Committee by counsel, a Clause

was added, providing that nolhing in the Act should extend to take

away or préjudice any of the Estâtes, Rights, and Privilèges of the

Hudson's Bay Company.

1744 '° 1744, when an Act was passed (18th Geo. IL, cap. 17,) granting

a reward for the iliscovery of a INorth-west passage through Hudson's

Straits, it was expressiy provided that nothing thereiu contained should

extend, or be construed to take away or préjudice, any of the Estâtes,

Rights or Privilèges of or belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company.

1T74 In 1774, an Act of Parliament (14th Geo. TH., cap. 83), in des-

cribing the boundaries of Canada, says that they lie " northward "

to the Southern boundary of the tcrritories granted to the Merchant

1794 Adveuturers of England trading into Hudson's Bay. In 1794 the

Treaty of Peace, Commerce, and Navigation concluded between

Great Britain and the United States, gives the free right of passage
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across the boundaries to the subjects of either State, the country

situated within the limits of the Hudson's Bay Company excepted.

In 1803, an Act of Parliament (43rd Geo. III., cap. 138.) was 1803
passed to extend the jurisdiction of the Canadian courts to the

Indian territories. This Act was considered not to apply to the

Company's territories, because although their territorial position

brought tiiem within the Act, the civil and criminal jurisdiction

already granted by the Charter took them ont of it. In the con-

vention of October 20, 1818, between Great Britain and tiie United 1818

States, the Eastern frontier of the two coinitries and the respective

rights of fishery are established ; nothing therein contained is to

préjudice any of the rights and privih^ges of the Company,

In 1821, the Act giving the Crown power to grant Licenses for 1821
exclusive trade was passed. The first clause specially exempted the

lands or territories heretofore granted to the Governor and Company
of Adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay from the opération of the

License. The fifth clause extended the provisions of the disputed

Act of 43 Geo. III., cap. 138, making them of fui! force in and
through ail the territories heretofore granted to the Company. The
last clause déclares that nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect

any right, privilège, or autliority vvhich the Governor and Company of

Adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay are by law entitled to claira

and exercise under their Charter ; but that ail such rights, privilèges,

authorities, and jurisdiction shall remain in as full force, virtue and
eflect, as if this Act had not been passed.

In 1846, in a Treaty niade between Great Britain and the United 1846

States, the free and open navigation of llie Columbia River was granted

to the Iludsoa's Bay Company, and to British subjects trading with

thcui. Tliis privilège woiild be lost if the (^ouipany ceased to exist.

In t''e early days of tlie Company's existence, in time of war or

loss, no stops were taken to proceed in the search of the Norlh-West

Passage ; but in 1719, trade bcing profitable, and the war at an end, 1719
the Company sent ont two 8liips under the command of Captain

Knight to h)ok for the supposed passage. Thèse ships, with their

crews, were lost. In 1721, 1722, 172.:J, ships at the order of the 172 [

Company sailed along the West Coasts of the Bay as lar as Sir

Thomas Roe's Welcome. In 1737, the Company rttted ont two 173T

ships, wliit;h sailed to tlie nortl from Cluireliill River; but the

Captain dying in latitude 02°, the cre s turned back.
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1740 1'» l^'lO, 1712, 1743, 1744, Ciiptains Smith and MitchcU. Officers

in the Company's Service, went round the Coasts of the Bay, and

ascertained tliat lliere was no passade tlience into the l*arific.

1771 I" 1771, a report havinjj been liroiiuht hy some Northern Indians

of the existence of a ureat river discliarffing itself into a Northern

Sea, the Company sent Mr. Mearne to examine the coimtry to the

north of Churchill Itiver, if any i)assage was to be found in those

rejijions. He suct eeded in discovering the Coppermine River, and in

descendiniç it as far as th»> Arctic Océan. Tliis expédition shewed

that there was no Nortli-VVest Passage through Iliulson's Slraits.

1790 I" 1790 the " Beaver" shiop was sent on a voyage of discovery by

the Company. The Ca|)tain left tlie sliip at the mouth of Chesterfield

Inlet, and proc^ecded in boats to explore. Finding no passage through

Chesterfield Inlet, he returned to his vessel.

To the varions Expéditions started by private enterprize, or set on
foot by the Government, the Company hâve always given aid and

information ; but no expédition for discovery was nndertaken by the

1836 Company themselves from 1790 uniil 1836, when Messrs. Dease and

Simpson vvcre sent ont. Thèse adventurous travellers, descending the

Mackenzie Hiver, explored ihe coasts of the Arctic Océan as far as

1837 Point Barrow, in the year 1837. The next year they went down the

Coppermine Hiver, and discovering Victoria Land, surveyed and

named the coast to the east as far as 106"" longitude W.

1846 In 1846, Dr. Hae, the Company 's Surgeon at Moose Factory, at

the head of a party of twelve men, wintered in Repuise Bay ; and iu

the next year, surveyed abont 655 miles of land and coasts on the

1848 shore of Committee Bay. Jn 1848 Dr. Rae accompanied Sir John

1850 Hichardson in his search for ï runklin ; and in 1850, led an Expédition

by Great Bear Lake and the Coppermine River to the shores of the

Arctic : 630 miles of coast on the southern shores of Victoria and

Wollaston lands were surveyed, traced, and accurately laid down.

1853 ^" 1853 Dr. Rae again wintered on Repuise Bay with a party of

sevcn men, liaving, as before, no fuel except for cooking: 1,100 miles

of land and coast were explored in that season, and definite intelli-

gence of the fate of Sir John Frarklin and his party was obtained.

Few labourers in the cause of science hâve done or suflered raore

tlian this gallant Officer of t4je Company.
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The expense oftiiese Expéditions, aiul llio assistance reiidcred lo

Sir John Ross in 1850, havi; cost tlic Company very hirne sums of

nioney. Tiie whole of ihe INoilli Coast of tiu; American Continent,

wilh tho exception of a small portion of one hundred and fd'ty miles

not yet accnrately surveyed, hii^ heen carefully cxaniined hy tlie

Odicers of tiie Company. Indr'cd, l)nt for the Fnr Trade and its

Adventnrers, the greater part of the vast district north of the Canadas

would still be a profitless and unknown région.

^-^«gb;»-^':j)!*kw

tl. N.Cîirimfn l'riim-i, Nîri'K lliJtil Cniirl, Nrucei Ltirrli Stu'ct.




