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ADVENT.

“ His Name shall endure for aver; His Name shall be
continued as long as the sun, and men shall be blessed
in Him. All nations shall call Him blessed.”

—Pgalm Ixxii: 17.

In the onward progress of the great stream
of this world’s life, it is wonderful how it
carries with it, cleansed and purified, our
conceptions and thoughts as to those passed
out of our social life into the great unex-
plored world beyond. Time, moulded by
Christianity, is one of the most charitable
forces on the earth ; so much so, that a man
must have been wholly bad to have avoided
its regenerative benedictions—a Nero, or a
Caligula.

And this is true also of the lasting appre-
ciation that time exhibits towards the intel-
lectual power of past heroes. All the really
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great, the giants of past thought and science,
are greater to-day than they were in their
living prime. They have grown with the
growth of the world, their dross is flung
aside, and the fine gold that was part and
parcel of them has not only been retained,
but has been polished and burnished. Others
have followed in their track of thought—
have manufactured beautiful things out of
their old rough ideas; but as the modern
disciple has been earning trophies for him-
self, he has brought to the front the old
hoary teacher, and the dead and dumb and
forgotten have shared the glories of the
iiving voice. Thus, on the whole, it may be
said that all that is great grows greater, all
that is trme grows truer, all that is pure
grows purer, in any one great individual
teacher as time rolls on ; and the dead who
have done good — public good-—are often
greater to-day than when they lived and
taught,

Examples of this are neither few nor far
between. In a great wave of commemora-
tive excitement that rolled over the world of
letters some years ago, commemorating the
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introduction of printing, men, you remem-
ber, did not glory in modern printing, but
the press teemed with laudations of Guten-
berg, Coster and Caxton. These shadows
unconsciously had grown with the growth
of the art of printing ; every improvement,
every new piece of mechanism, everything
that tended to elevate and develop that art,
grouped themselves around these old shadows
of the past, and when the commemorative
hour struck, the skilled mechanics of the pre-
sent day, the inventors of minute and elabor-
ate improvements, were positively nowhere
—no one gave them a thought; the Greal
Dead filled. the stage; the eyes of the audi-
ence were fixed on them, although it is
questionable whether, if it were possible,
any printer of the day would employ any one
of the three great primitive men as a practi-
cal press hand. But they had grown with
the growth of the art that they had invented
or introduced. The roughness and coarse-
ness of their work and the imperfections of
their machines were forgotten. They stood
before the public with five centuries of pro-
gressive triumphs as a background, and they
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were tenfold greater men in the nineteenth
century than when they struck out or
developed the magnificent idea of printing
by separate type in the fifteenth.

And so with the Luther commemoration
held some years ago. Time has taught
Protestantism to gather up and prize the fine
gold of the man and to forget what from an
Anglican, a Presbyterian, a Congregational
standpoint, is open to stricture at this
moment in his views, and to regard such
things as motes in a brilliant sunbeam.
Luther opened a sealed Bible and struck
the chains from enslaved personal judgment
of holy things, and he stands to-day with
three centuries of emancipated religious

‘thought behind him—a giant. He has

grown with the growth of his own work,
and must grow as it grows.

Now, exactly the same thought applies to
the Lord Jesus Christ, although in a far
grander and nobler sense.

In the first place, it would be impossible
that Christ could ever come again as first He
came. I mean He could never come as the
despised Christ. For Christ could not come
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again to you, t me, apart from the nineteen
centuries of experience that the world has
had of Christ, and those nineteen centuries
of experience would be added to my own in
the Christ that would come. If Luther came
again you could not think of him as the
“solitary monk ”; you would be forced to
think of him as “the solitary monk that
shook the world,” and that shaking of the
world has taken the solitary aspect from the
monk, and has made him a perfectly new
character. The solitary monk nailed his
ninety-five theses on the gate of the Church
at Wittenberg; but can you call him solitary
to-day, when you remember emperors and
the great of the earth assembled some years
ago to do honour to his name—that poets and
orators and preachers combined to laud and
praise his memory, and when that memory
could gather on religious platforms men of
antagonistic views, singing in harmony at

least his intellectual praises.

Well, so it is with the Lord Jesus. Never
again can we have the Jesus of Nazareth, of
Capernaum, of the deep blue lake, or the
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hill-side covered with scarlet flowers. All
that was real—it can never be so again.

In one sense this was the solitary Jesus;
but the Jesus of to-day is pre-eminently He
who has shaken the world, whose name is
above every name, whose laws and words
lie at the base of all civilized society, and
whose influence is ceaselessly fresh in its re-
vivifying and enlightening power. The
Jesus of to-day is a conqueror, with an army
at his back that counts its hosts by millions;
an army drawn from every country, that
speaks every language, that is recruited from
all grades of civilization, and that numbers
in its ranks kings of the earth and the
lowliest of their servants. The Jesus of to-

day is a conqueror who has survived battle-

fields on which his foes lie forgotten; who
has beaten rebels that He might pardon
them, and possessed countries solely that He
might bless them. The Jesus of to-day is
the hidden soul and spring of every work of
mercy and goodness and purity, that lifts
civilization above barbarism He stands
alone and matchless, with nineteen centuries
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of all that is good and true and god-like and
powerful behind him—* Head of the Church
trinmphant.”

Well, if He came again—vrhat then? Just
what the Bible tells you. Mark you, He
could not come as once He was; He must come
in power, if nothing more than the accumu-
lated power of the centuries behind kim ;

and that coming again, I hold, would not
produce in a startled world a duplicate rejec-
tion of the past, but it would be hailed with
a shout of triumph by the holy and the pure,
and with fear and trembling by the ungodly

and unjust.

Some modern writers, whose apparent
candour is alone excelled by their casuistry,
fling before the Christian Church the ques-
tion, “If Christ came again, the Son of Mary,
how would you receive Him? What would
you do with Him? You would put Him out
of your synagogues and refuse to hear Him.”
The answer, of course, boldly takes for
granted what the writers apparently desire
should take place; but I hold that all experi-
ence teaches that such an answer is outside
of all probability.
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I speak with all reverence when I say tha'
I earnestly believe that if the Lord Jesu
who lived for us and died for us, the Lord
Jesus who for nineteen centuries has been
fostering and developing all that is good and
holy and pure in man, He whose mere name
has made death-beds by the millions happy,
He whose promises have comforted broken

hearts beyond all count, and dried the cease-

less tears of an ever suffering world, and
lifted our hearts and hopes above ourselves,
out into the land of God—-I say it with all
reverence, that if the Lord Jesus stood sud-
denly in our streets, in the unimpeachable
splendour of his divine nature, the whole
world would turn its eyes towards the New
Jerusalem of the West, and by millions they
would come—the noblest men, the purest
women, from the east and west and north
and south, to bend the knee and kiss the
hem of the garment and worship the King
in the beauty of holiness. Yes, for there
is a depth of religion and devotion in
the world beyond our lrealization. I believe
the Lord would be hailed with shouts of joy,
that sttong men who have prayed to Him in
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whispers would weep from the happiness of
merely looking at Him, and that one great
throb of devoted love, beginning with child-
hood and running up to old age, would
shake the moral world to its very centre.
Then would be seen what some men doubt
exists, the real spiritual force of personal
faith and trust—faith wide as the ocean,
deep as its depths; and love—love that we
have never dreamed of in our wildest dreams.

But should we not have our Sadducees
doubting and asking questions—* Art thou
the Christ? Who art thou?”

It may be so, but be sure of this, it would
not be a day of lengthened, captious ques-
tionings. For one that would ask “ Art thou
Christ 2” thousands would bend their heads
terror-stricken and ashamed and say, “It is
Christ!” Men would wake up to the fact
that He had come, that He had come in
power; that the Christ whom nineteen cen-
turies had worshipped was a living reality ;
that He was not only living, but that He
was hexe. And hence, with some—with

some who through life had not only rejected
Him, but had mocked and scoffed at his
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being, had ridiculed his words, had jested
over his commandments, had used his name
purposely in awful blasphemies, had libelled
his life and denied his godliness—from such
the very words of Scripture itself might ring
forth, “Rocks fall on us. Hills cover us.
For the great day of His wrath is come, and
who shall be able to stand ?”

brethren, if Gtod’s word be true, all this
will be. Christ will come again. Now He
is to us by faith a living Christ, though un-
seen. Some time He will be to us a living
Christ, seen through eye, heard by ear, and
touched, maybe, by hand. As once He lived
on earth, so will He live again. Not the
Christ of humiliation, but the Christ of glory,
of triumph, of victory. God alone knows
when He will come, but of this be sure, the
longer He delays his coming, the deeper,
nobler, grander will be the love of him in
the hearts of those who really and truly long
for his appearance. For time will do for
Jesus what it does for all the great, it will
make his loveliness more lovely to those
who value love, his purity more dazzling to
those who value purity, his truth more spot-
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less to those who value truth; and though
the last days may be days of doubt and un-
belief, be assured of it, never will Christ be
more valued by those who really love Him
than in that day when the sun will rise to

welcome his approach, and the sign of che

Son of Man will be seen in the Heavens.




ADVENT.

“ And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city
was stirred, saying, WHo 18 THIS ?”
—Matt. xxi:10.

Outside of one of the gates of Jerusalem
there is an excited, joyous, ever increasing
crowd of pilgrims, shouting praises loud

and long to the Lord Jesus, who, seated
on an ass, is journeying on towards death
and judgment, yet for a few short moments
riding like a king in triumph. ¢ Master,”
said some Pharisees near to Jesus, “rebuke
thy disciples, order quietness, all this noise
and shouting are unseemly and offensive.”
“ Nay,” says Christ, “I will not. A faint glim-
mer of the truth is forcing itself through the

dull brains of these people. I tell you that if

they held their peace the very stones would
cry out in shame to welcome me.” On herides,

O D g ek e
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midst the shouting crowd ; a crowd ever grow-
ing denser and denser, till as it pours through
the city gate the cry goes up from street and
roofs and crowded windows: * Who is this?
Who is he? Where does he come from ?
‘What does he come for ?” This, of course,
from the crowd inside the city—the jostling,
prying, inquisitive crowd, wanting to know
everything and ready to accept for the
moment as true anything, whilst He rides on,
the only calm being in the midst of all the
turmoil, on to certain betrayal and death.
About him, hemming him in, ranning before
him, pressing him from behind, the crowd,
now grown into a multitude, shouts in
wilder excitement than ever, “ Hosanna to
the Son of David : Hosanna in the high-
est : Blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord,” whilst stili the enquiry ever
growing rolls on, “ Who is he? What is he?”
and He rides on as if the streets were empty,
on to judgment and death, on to the cry to-
wards which his whole life had been mak-
ing, “It is finished.”

The scene is but a picture of a living reality

that has been ever since those streets were
2
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crowded, and ever will be, on to the awful
end of present earthly things. There ever
has been, and ever will be, the roisy, tumult-
uous crowd crying “ Hosanna” to-day, and
“ Crucify him” to-morrow.” There cver has
been, and ever will be, the jostling, swaying,
inquisitive crowd, treading on each other,
thrusting out their crane-like necks and
straining their wondering eyes and shouting
or whispering the questions: *“ Who is this?
What is he? Where does he come from ?
What is he doing ? ” and there ever has been,
and ever will be, till the heavens are opened
and the armies of the living God pour forth,
“the calm, undismayed, undaunted Jesus,
holding on his way, undeterred by tumult or
questionings, riding on, as if in the empti-
ness of space and silence of night, as if no
power opposed, as if his way were always
open—on, on to the final and irresistible vic-
tory when “ the kingdoms of this world shall
become the kingdoms of our Lord and his
Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.”
The marvel of our Lord’s progression

through time as the risen Saviour is his
ignoring of obstacles: nothing hasever daunt-
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ed him—He simply rides on. He has ever
been greater thanthe Church that He founded,
greater than the greatest movement within
that Church, greater than the greatest agents
He ever called into being, for each and all of
these at times have swayed to either side of
obstacles, or fallen fainting in their presence.
But nothing has dimmed or daunted Christ.
Through the long history of his Church,
through its fevers, and faintings and failures
He has remained the same ; the one point to-
wards which the Church in its dismember-
ment has ever rallied; the uncaptured and
uncapturable standard of etermal rectitude
and purity ; the personal, living, risen Jesus,
the same *yesterday, to-day and forever,”
the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
ending of all God’s purposes for good toman
—on, on, He has ever ridden and rides to last-
ing and eternal victory, the unconquered and
unconquerable Christ.

Think of the obstacles that lay in his path.

First, the great human heart with some
good in it, no doubt, the last lingering rem-
nants of the divine image, but with a tide of
power, throbbing and beating in natural re-
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jection of every doctrine that the Lord Jesus
ever preached and taught. The lust of the
eye and the pride of life, the selfishness of
every born soul, the love of riches for one’s
own pleasure, the love of ambition for one’s
own glory, the tendency to use life for one’s
own individual enjoyment, the hatred of re-
sponsible thought as to what shall be here-
after, and above all the gaining of our own
ends at any cost, however dreadful,—every
one of these feelings natural to man in some
shape or form, rallied against Christ and bar-
red and blocked his way and cried “ Halt !”
with pointed spear to check his progress ; but
on He rode, rides and will ride till the great
human heart, chastened for its sin, confesses
him as Lord.

Think again of the opposition from fickle-
ness and falseness. The crowd shouting
“ Hosanna” to-day, and * Crucify him,” to-
moryow, has never wholly dispersed through

the long ages. Again and again has the Lord
been wounded afresh in the house of his own

friends, crucified afresh by *“ Hosanna”-shout-
ers, betrayed by generations of Judases, denied
by generations of Peters, and deserted by
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generations of disciples. Again and again
have theworld, the flesh and the devil,invaded
the holy of holies, and captured young life
and old as it knelt at the very foot of the
cross itself, and again and again has the Lord
been sold for far less and far baser coin than
thirty pieces of silver,and still He rides on and
will ride on conquering and to conquer till
the end comes.

Think of the opposition from mockers and
blasphemers, from unwilling and willing

doubtel:s, from half-hearted followers who

shiank into their shell at every blow aimed
at their Lord’s position as prophet, priest and
king ; the vast crowd, through all the ages, of
doubters, sceptics, cowards or foes, who never
cease to ask in blasphemy, mockery or honest
doubt: “ Who is this? Why should we be
called upon to give him our allegiance? ”
Again and again the Church has reeled under
such questionings; again and again every
claim to divinity our Lord has made has been
criticized and sifted, tossed here and there,
with wildest freedom in the fervor of pole-
mical debate; his miracles denied or watered
down into nothing, his wisdom as a teacher
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attacked, the awful value of his death, and

cross and passion brought down to mere
example or wholly denied, and his resurrec-
tion from the dead spoken of as a dream of
hysterical enthusiasm ; and yet, on He rides
calm, undaunted, irresistible, through the
power of his own divinity and the righteous-
ness of his own cause ; on He rides with face
turned towards that supreme moment yet to
come when ‘“the mystery of God will be
finished.”

To me the history of Christ himself, and
Christ in his Church, so far from weakening
my faith, strengthens it as every fresh page
is turned. There is not a stronghold of Christ
faith, and Christ life in the world that has
not been won in the face of the most tremen-
dous opposition, if nothing else ; the opposi-
tion of the unbaptized, unregenerated heart
of human nature everywhere. I bend before
this divine force, which, facing an antagonistic
world, slowly it may be, but surely, captures
its enemies, host by host, and builds up its
power from the ranks of its foes. I tremble
not with others at the breaking down in the
present day of the ancient barriers erected
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against ungodliness, and the outrush of
waters of strife and unbelief and doubt ; for
I know that all this is an old story worn
threadbare in the lciiing; a phage of opposi-
tion that in varied shape has occurred again
and again, and will occnr on to the very end.
But this I also know, that no antagonism,
however fierce or fatal, can crush out Christ.
The fire of man’s hatred cannot burn him,
the waters of man'’s strife cannot drown him,
the sword of man’s wrath cannot pierce him,
the bitterness of man’s tongue cannot injure
him, the wild vagaries of man’s brain cannot
weaken him, simply because He is the Christ,
the Son of the living God, the incarnate
Deity, the Creator and Maker who was, and is,
and is to come, the Almighty. Against him
from the very foundation of his Church the
ocean of evil in savage tides has flung its
angry and corrosive waters; but not one
hair’s breadth of the wave-beaten rock has
fallen into the depths beneath, because * that
rock is Christ,” the great, immovable divine
rock, that casts its shadow over weary lands.
On,on,He rides through crowds and question-
ings, millenniums fall behind him, old foes
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with new faces spring up tostay him ; Satan
himself will rise to check him at the last, but
on Herides, till the only conqueror is Jesus
wholived and died and rose, and is come again
to claim his own and reign for ever and ever.
In this high hope let Advent dawn on us.
Conscious of our own sins and weaknesses,
let us strike che note of victory not through
ourselves, but through the Victer, who never
yet has been vanquished. “ He that is for
us is greater than all against us.” We can
never wholly be conquered if we keep close
to Him ; for although all around him is noise
of battle and shock of conflict, behind him is

victory, and before him is victory, and they
who fight with him and for him will not be
forgotten when the spoil is divided.




ADVENT.

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

Romans, xv: 4.

The Holy Scriptures are the sole and only
revelation we possess, which tells us of the
being, the person, the life, the mission of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Apart from Secripture,
the direct written evidence for his existence
is very slight, and there is no direct evidence
as to his acts and sayings. Hence the
supreme value of the Holy Scriptures, and
the necessity for a Christian knowledge of
what they teach. If, as we believe, all
salvation is centred in and goes forth from
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Scriptures
are the only documents that testify of him,
then, just in proportion as we value the gift
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of salvation,. so will we value the documents
that testify of that gift.

Now, out of the many objections raised
against the Scriptures in past and present
times, there is none more unjust than that
which asserts that they are palpably defi-
cient in those forms of instruction which
would naturally beget, in the human mind,
positive and undoubted certainty. If there
be a hell, it is said, why should room be left
for the creation of a doubt in connection with
it? If therebe a heaven, why has it not been
described in such a way as to prevent men
rejecting or theorizing about it? If there be
one divine Church—God’s ordained machin-
ery for carrying out his will, why were rules
not laid down for the life of that Church
which would write blasphemy on every

act of schism ; and make disloyalty to it un-

mistakably criminal? Then why was not
the origin of evil clearly explained? Why
was not the account of creation written in
such a way that no loop-hole could exist for
scientific or other objections? Why was
not this done, and that done, in just the
way that we would have done it, if affairs had
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originally lain in cur hands ? This style
of objection, I say, is manifestly unjust
because it ignores the whole underlying
object of the Holy Scriptures as a series of
ciosely connected volumes, namely, the culti-
vation in man of a vigorous faith in God, and
of a lasting hope that reaches into eternity,
springing out of this faith. Man is naturally
a being formed to believe something, but he
is also naturally a desponding being, a
strange mixture of faith and doubt; and
Scripture is meant by God to be the great
human tonic, building up faith and hope,
and through these the whole man himself.
Let weak man take the tonic and it will
develop a faith and hope that will make him
sirong and healthy.

And yet this fundamental object of Scrip-
ture is constantly ignored, for out of all my
reading I have never yet come across a
volume written by any man of note, or in-
deed by any one, that assailed the principle
of drawing out the faith and hope of man in
connection with religion, and yet this is
the one and only principle that runs through
and permeates every page of Scripture.
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“The seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent’s head.” What did that draw out ?
Faith and hope. “Make thee an ark of
“ gopher wood, and I will make a covenant
“ with thee, and thou and thy family shall be
“saved.” What did that draw out? Faith
and hope. “And the Lord said unto
Abraham, Get thee out of thy country, and I
will make of thee a great nation.” What did
that draw out? Faith and hop~. As Israel
entered into the waters of the Red Sea,
nothing but faith and hope gave them courage
to march through. As they willingly obeyed
the ceremonial law of Moses, faith and hope
alone made that law of value. As in after
days they bent in obedience under the ring-
ing eloquence of prophets, or as captives,
looked forward to re-settlement in their land,
faith and hope again asserted their powers.
As the Virgin Mother received her doom-like
message, as the wise men came travelling
over desert sands, as the aged Simeon blessed
the Child, as the holy Master called his
disciples to him ; as his bitter cry went up
from the cross, and above all, as He gave to
his regathered friends the great commission,
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“ Go ye forth into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature, and lo, I am
with you always to the end of the world,”
what were the powers that gave life to these
things ? Surely faith and hope, and nothing
else. I look in vain for certainty in any one of
them, save Christ. What certainty had Adam,
Noah, Abraham or Israel? What certainty
had the Virgin Mary that shame would not
follow her unique and miraculous mother-
hood? What certainty had the disciples as
they scattered themselves over the then
known world to win it for Christ? None ;
but all had lusting and abiding faith in God
and hope in God ; faith that, no matter what
obstacle presented itself,G-od’s purpose would
finally prevail, and hope that it would pre-
vail gloriously, brilliantly, in a God-like
manner. Abraham, what madness causes
you to leave your gods and land? What
are your reasons? I have no reasons: * God
tells me to go (faith wonderful!) and I can
feel that the destiny that awaits me beyond
will prove in every way a blessing ” (hope,
marvellous hope but not one thread,
humanly speaking, of actual positive cer-
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tainty !) Blind faith, with hope as a light to
lighten the darkness ; for if faith is the lamp,
hope is the flame.

Now, no reader of the Holy Scriptures can
deny that these principles form the founda-
tion teaching of each divine volume. There
must have been a divine object in this: what
was that object ? Surely to teach mankind
the doctrine, that God rules; that his will is
supreme, that no voice is higher than his,
and that, as the creatures of his creation, our
duty is simply to know his will and obey it,
leaving it to Him as ‘““ God over all, blessed
forever,” to bring about his will in his own
way, in his own time, and as ever to Him
seems best. And hence, God has always
trained man to this passive obedience, never
wholly explaining anything, never arguing,
never laying the whole plan of his dealings
in strict detail before us, but saying, * This I
“tell you is a truth ; accept that truth ; follow
“ it wherever it leads you, into temporary
‘“ darkness, into sorrow, into earthly or mental
“difficulty ; never mind, follow it on. Have
“ faith, for I am your Grod ; have hope, for all
‘“will be brightness yet, to them that trust

rel
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me.” Hence, Abraham asks no title deeds of
Canaan from God ; he trusts Him, and if he
had asked them, never would Israel have
been God’s chosen people.

Now, why is not this principle pursued by
God towards man assailed ? The Book that
works out the principle is assailed : the
principle is either ignored or forgotten in the
battle of words? I will tell you. No man
dare assail it, for the principle is rooted in the
soil of justice and judgment. It is the most
correct and workable principle known to
man. Where are the heads of families that
would train their children without faith in
themselves, as heads and rulers and guides of
youth? And where are the fathers and
mothers that would tear hope out of their
own hearts with regard to their own children?
Faith and hope work with you, work in your
own houses. You cannot have certainty,
you live by faith and are thankful for hope.
Hence if faith and hope support your home,
why may not faith and hope support your
religion ? I dread the consequences for the
man, who by word or example would warn
his children against faith and hope, and
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teach them only to trust in certainty. Cer-
tainty ! Take your own temper in presence of
your children, uncertain-tempered man—
man of gladsome eyes and laughing mouth
to-day, and raging passion to-morrow! The
principles you instil into your children teach
them not to believe in you, not to trust you,
and worse still, never to hope that they can
believe in you. No, you can never assail
faith and hope within your own homes and
yet have them happy.

But why does not science assail the prin-
ciple of God's method of teaching man?
Well, first, because it is outside of its field ;
and secondly, it could not do so consistently,
for as science in every direction works out
its discoveries, it does so solely on the
lines of fiith and hope. Mr Darwin, for in-
stance, gathered a mass of facts together, and
then said, ¢ What shall I do with them ?”
His common sense said, * Group them to-
gether in the shape of a reasonable hypo-
thesis.” Whatis an hypothesis? Some line
of argument, in which a person has faith and
which, he hopes, will ultimately be proved
true. Mr. Darwin lived long enough to feel
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that his hypothesis did not work exactly
right, and his friend and successor, Mr.

Wallace, feels the same ; for someway the
scum of society, world over, is working its
way to the top. But Darwin died in the faith
and hope that natural selection would yet
right itself; and Mr. Wallace thinks that if
society could only be persuaded to adopt the
principles of socialism, laid down by Mr.
Bellamy in his strange book entitled * Look-
ing Backward,” it could help a law
of nature to do its work better than nature
itself—an exercise of faith and hope cqual to
St. Paul’'s. No, science cannot assail faith
and hope, for both are doors into whatever
scientific certainty positively exists.

Hence with St. Paul, we may fall back on
the Holy Scriptures of the living God, and
feel that what they demand from us is
nothing strange. * For whatsoever things
were written afore-time were written for
our learning that we, through patience
(which is faith tested and tried) and through
comfort of the Holy Scriptures, might have
hope ” —mnot doubt, nor misgivings, nor
debatings—but strong and vigorous hope ;
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hope, that all the sorrows and contrarieties
and mysteries of life would in time right
themselves ; and that God’s hidden plan
in all its magnificence of detail, would
lie out clear before our minds, and that
in everything God would finally be
justified ; Lope, that in the day so dimly
revealed ; when He who came to die for the
world, shall come again to claim his own,
we shall see him as he is, and “be forever
with the Lord ;” hope, that even before that
day, when we draw near death, our closing
words below may be, ‘ Even so Lord Jesus,
come quickly.
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ADVENT.
He is Antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.
1 John, ii: 22.

In connection with the second coming of
our Lord, a character is introduced into Holy
Scripture called Antichrist, implying an
opponent of Christ. The actual name is only
used by St. John, and is only used by him
from a doctrinal standpoint. “ He is Anti-
christ,” writes John, “ that denieth the Father
and the Son, and who also denies that Jesus
Christ the Son of God came in the flesh.”

The same character, however, is plainly
pictured by such Old Testament prophets as
Ezekiel and Daniel, and is drawn in vivid
colours by St. Paul, who pictures him as “one
whose coming is after the working of Satan;”
he calls him “the wicked one,” who shall
put himself “in the place of God,” and as
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such seek to crush Christianity to the earth.

Associated with this being, and as the
result of his wide-spread power, Scripture
represents a time of terrible persecution,
misery and woe, a culmination of all miseries
that the world has ever suffered from, war,
famine, pestilence, outrageous cruelty, and
the most audacious reign of blasphemy that
this world has ever witnessed St. John, in
the Book of the Revelation, describes this
being as making war with the saints, as
murdering all who would not acknowledge
him. He pictures the city or seat of his
power as being drunken with the blood of

~ the saints, and the blood of the martyrs of

Jesus, as the vilc, abominable city of the
latter days, whose sins and iniquities heaped
together seem to reach to Heaven—the cruel,
hateful reservoir of concentrated wickedness,
into which was poured the blood of prophets,
and of the saints, and of all that were slain
upon the earth. And this season of world-
wide misery — this time of antichristian
power is also pictured by our Lord himself
as the “ great tribulation,” the like of which
was not from the beginning of the world nor
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ever shall be; when the people of Christ
shall be hated for the sake of Christ; when
iniquit'y shall abound, when brother shall

betray brother unto death, when licentious-
ness and luxury shall rule in homes, when
even amongst Christians dulness, deadness,
sleepiness shall reign, and the general tend-
ency of religious life shall be so lax and
loose that even Christ prospectively asked,
“When the Son of Man cometh shall He find
faith on the earth ?”

Such an awful pictured panorama of dark-
ness and desolation, of blasphemy and moral
and spiritual bankruptcy, all culminating
either in one being, or in a system, or in the
spirit of the age—it matters not which, so
long as it is there —seems to be the utter
annihilation of all that Christ has ever
accormplished through his death, and cross,
and passion, and blessed intercession. Where
is Christ ? one may ask. Is Christ dead, or
if living and conscious of these horrors, why
does He so strain the faith of the saints that
have kept the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus? Why is He so careless
of his Church’s sorrows that the very saints
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in Paradise might well cry out, as the
martyred dead pour in in crowds from earth
below to join them, “ How long, O Lord,
holy and true, dost Thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth ?” or that the living themselves, doomed
to the awful choice of denying Christ or
losing life, should not appeal to Him almost
in words of rebuke, “ For Thy sake we are
killed al' the day long. We are counted as
sheep for the slaughter. Awake, awake, put
on Thy strength, O arm of the Lord ; awake,
why sleepest Thou? O, Lord, cast us not off
forever.” It is the patient waiting—the
strained waiting of the saints that has given
us such cries as these ; and as one thinks of
the darkness and desolation yet to come, one
sees easily how such cries, born of aching
hearts and not of audacity, might ring up

from earth to Heaven and storm the very
throne of God.
There was a moment 1~ the long ages of

progressive creation when God said, “ Let
there be light, and there was light,”"—the
moment of his will ; before it all was dark-
ness ; after it, in the very next moment, light
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was everywhere. Again, there was a
moment when a young mother in Bethlehem
held out her weak hands to hold her new-
born Infant. The motherhood of the world
had borne children and hugged them to its
breast since Eve first looked on Cain; but
out of the millions of mothers this was the
Mother who was fore-ordained by God from
all eternity to look upon that very Child, at
that very moment, and in that very place.
God has his moments for doing things ; “hath
He not said and shall he not do it? hath
He not spoken and shall He not make it
good 2"

And here in this scene of culminating
misery God has his great moment to strike
in with terrible and irresistible effect, and in
doing so to let loose on the giant power of
evil, which like a wild beast harries and
worries and tears the Church of God, a far
greater power than evil in its most triumph-
ant days has ever realized. Whether St. John
meant his Apocalyptic pictures to be accepted

as literal facts, or to be taken figuratively,

matters but little, as long as we realize that
there will be a moment of God, when the
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power of.all Heaven will pour forth to the
rescue of God’s saints; when,like the bursting-
forth of stored-up oceans, the barriers of

divine forbearance will be overleaped, and
this whole earth will be flooded with a
vindication of the honour, the devotion, the
power of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As
sure as ever Antichrist is coming, so surely

Jesus Christ is coming, and in the coming of
Jesus Christ is total. overwhelming and
eternal victory.

Every prophet that has written on this
moment of God has caught the fire of the
same inspired idea. The Heavens are opened
and the armies of the living God pour forth,
army on army, host on host, following in
brilliant myriads the lead of Him who, seated
on the white horse, goes forth to battle, con-
quering and to conquer. And when we ask
the name of Him who leads, clothed in a
vesture dipped in blood, the answer rolls
back, “ He is the Word of God. He is the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Then
comes, not warfare, but overwhelming,
irresistible destruction. Antichrist is de-
stroyed ; the great seat of his earthly power




THE CHURCH YEAR. 41

—the city which reigned over the kings of
the earth—meets its judgment in one hour;
the battle of the great day of God Almighty
bursts like a thunder-clap on the great
earth powers of allied evil, and their king-
dom and dominion and the greatness of
their power under the whole heaven are
consumed and destroyed, whilst the armies
of the living God follow Him whose look
is judgment, whose progress is omne con-
tinuous victory, and whose voice rolls forth
the death doom of every foe as He tells
the world that ¢ the day of vengeance is
in My heart, and the year of My redeemed
has come.” No longer need the Church cry
out, * Awake, awake, O arm of the Lord,” for
the Lord is everywhere—the one only power
before whom all men bow, and who once,
and only once, in the whole ministry of his
incarnate being, treads the wine-press of the
fierceness and the wrath of Almighty God.
Now, as I said, it matters little whether

these descriptive scenes are figurative, or
literal and realistic. If figurative, Scripture
means them to be figurative of facts, facts that
will form part of the history of this world.




1

3 v
i
t

b 1

§

ANTICHRIST.

It may be that Antichrist is the full force of
concentrated evil bursting out into open
flower; that these armies and hosts and this
giant city are but figures of the tremendous
power of united evil in the latter days—
but what matters, so long as the great
fact remains that denial of God, and hatred
of Christ, and crowned sin, and the sword
dipped with the blood of the saints of God,
will mark the dreadful hours of darkness
that precede the dawn of the judgment of
Antichrist? Again, it may be that our eyes
may not see the armies of Heaven pouring
forth in their brilliant millions, or Him who
leads them—what matters it, so long as the
great scriptural fact remains, that the power
of the living and glorified Jesus will beat
down Satan under his feet, will strike the
chains of sin from captive prisoners, wiil
flood this purified and regemerated world
with light and brightness, will cripple death
and wipe away tears and bind up broken
hearts ; will glorify goodness, and honour
honesty, and crown the consciousness of
right, and fill this world with the knowledge
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.




THE CHURCH YEAR. 43

For this coming of Christ, mark you, is
not the coming which calls to final judg-
ment and the great white throne, but Christ
coming to claim the world he purchased with
his own blood, to inaugurate the time when
Christ the king will rule in righteousness,
and the keynote of his rule shall be “ Comfort
ye, comfort ye my people saith your God.
Your warfare is accomplished, your iniquity
is pardoned.”

There is something grand and God-like
here. This earth that Grod pronounced * very
good” will not be left to Satan to wreck and
ruin. Our manhood made “in God’s own
image” will not forever be defiled. This
earth will yet be Christ’s before the judg-
ment, and the great white throne. I love to
think of it, and I thank God for the reality of
the thought. This world is a glorious world
as Grod made it, and to have it bronght back
to what he meant it to be, is one of the hap-
piest thoughts in scripture.. I love to think
that the great evening of its life will be one
of placid undisturbed beauty, of freedom from
the awful evils that now rend and tear it and
make it wretched and miserable, of joy and
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gladness. ~As one’s heart grows sick and
heavy and the lamps of faith grow dim, I
love to fall back in thought on words like
these, and to conjure up before me the calm,
restful picture that such words call into
being. “My people shall dwell in peaceable
habitations, and in sure dwellings, and in
quiet resting places. And the work of
righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of

righteousness quiéiness and assurance for
ever.”




ADVENT.

But of that day and hour kroweth no one. Watch
therefore for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh.

Matt., xxiv: 36.

This command is not only to be regarded as
a great world-wide one. We miss its power

wholly if we do not realize its personal char-
acter. We are to be ready trusting in Jesus,
doing our duty, found at our posts, waiting
dutifully, watching dutifully. We may be
ready, sleeping peacefully, for the wise vir-

gins were ready although they slept. There
is no divine law against watching and resting
so long as “ our lights are burning.” ButIam
to be ready, you are to be ready, for at such an
hour as I think not, at such an hour as you
think not, the Son of Man may come to you,
the Son of Man may come to me. Now how
is this ? How can Christ come to the individ-
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For this coming of Christ, mark you, is
not the coming which calls to final judg-
ment and the great white throne, but Christ
coming to claim the world he purchased with
his own blood, to inaugurate the time when
Christ the king will rule in righteousness,
and the keynote of his rule shall be “ Comfort
ye, comfort ye my people saith your God.
Your warfare is accomplished, your iniquity
is pardoned.”

There is something grand and God-like
here. This earth that God pronounced * very
good” will not be left to Satan to wreck and
ruin. Our manhood made “in God’s own
image” will not forever be defiled. This
earth will yet be Christ’s before the judg-
ment, and the great white throne. I love to
think of it, and I thank God for thz reality of
the thought. This world is a glorious world
as Grod made it, and to have it brought back
to what he meant it to be, is one of the hap-
piest thoughts in scripture.. I love to think
that the great evening of its life will be one
of placid undisturbed beauty, of freedom from
the awful evils that now rend and tear it and
make it wretched and miserable, of joy and
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ual apart from coming in open judgment
of the world 2 The answer to this question
is to be found in the great words of comfort
recorded in the 14th chapter of St. John's
Goospel,where our Saviour says, “If I go tomy -
Father, I will come again, and receive you

unto myself, that where I am, there ye may
be also.”” This coming, this taking of Peter
to himself, and John to himself, and Mat-
thew to himself—what did it mean ? It meant
that the death of Peter was the coming of
Christ to Peter; it meant that when the
brutal mob stoned Stephen to deatk, and the
martyr, looking through a mist of bood, saw
Jesus standing at God’s right hand, that
sight, seen through a rift in the closing
death pang — that sight was the coming of
Christ to Stephen.

And your death will be the coming of Christ
to you; my death the coming of Christ to me,
if only we are faithful and dutiful. Yet even
here, as in judgment, there is still God’s
great secret ; for who can tell the day and
hour of his death ?

Now look at this practically and physic-
ally.
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It is a physical fact that we all must die.
Fortunately, providentially in one sense, we
are not always thinking of this startling fact.
Life rushing on through us like a river, carries
us with it beyond the thought, and life with
its systematic duties keeps it from monopoliz-
ing the fore-ground of our anxieties ; but the
fact remains nevertheless, and a time will
come when not one being in this congregation
will be alive. We shall be wiped out of life as
if we never existed—one by one, we shall drop
off, old, middle-aged, young, vutil at last, all
will be gone, not one solitary representative
will remain. “A truism,” you say; yes, but
sometimes these “truisms” are terrible things,
as this one certainiy 1s. Not one will at last
be left. The river dries up for all, the clock
stops its beat and there is no key to wind it ;
Death rides over us rough-shod, and there
is no pity in the rider—he is inexorable,
remorseless.

Look at another physical fact. Although
we all must die, death seems to strike under
a general law of death. Thus death in well
regulated communities is in one sense so
regular that it is possible to ascertain with
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reasonable accuracy how many of a multitude
of persons of a particular age, will die within

next year, how many in the second year,

how many in the third and so on.. Thus
death, rampant amongst infants, declines in
power when faced by boyhood and girlhood,
re-asserts its power steadily through mature
manhood and when the border line of fifty-
five is passed, then the old malignity that
decimated infant life revives again ; and the
rider on the pale horse rides on in triumph.
Thus there seems to be « law of dying for the
multitude, as well as a law of living for the
multitude.

But, mark you, there may be the outlining
of the great law, the assertion of a great
general principle ; yet when we endeavour
to reduce the principle te individuals, then
there looms up the truth of the divine asser-
tion that ¢ of that day and that hour knoweth
no man.” Why men are living to-day, strong,
healthy and vigorous, that were given up by
almost a faculty, while others have died, that
have been promised life, and others with
signs of rudest health written all over them,
have passed away; at the bright fire side
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with the family all about them, or lying down
to sleep at night, have slept on, until the
morning that knows no ordinary waking, —
and this may be your lot or mine—God alone
knows. Averages and laws of mortality are
all useful in their way, but for the individual
there is no resting place on them for sole of
foot. Of my hour, and of yours knoweth no
man.

Now midst this awful uncertainty in which
we live and move, have we no message of
comfort or promise of blessing ? The world
has no message. It practically says, *“ I can
do nothing for you in the premises. When
death comes I will follow you; I will send
my wreath to rest on your coffin’s lid; I will
observe the proprieties.”

Science and earthly skill of grandest pro-
fession can do nothing for you. “ We try
‘“ to prevent the presence of death,” it says,
“ but once it enters we cannot eject it ; when
‘it appears our work is done.”

Then wealch ond position and earthly
influence have no message. All you ever
were, all you ever made, withers for you, as
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if struck by lightning, when you give or feel
the last sad words, “ It is finished.”

Even earthly love has no message for you
beyond the assurances that may ring about
your fast deafening ears “that you will live in
the memory of the survivors—survivors! how
long are they going to survive? O God help
us ! Is there no message ? Yes, the message
of Christ. At that very moment when all
seems lost, and wisdom and wealth, and even
earthly love can do nothing to keep us, he
speaks, and his words are these: ‘1 have
come agair to receive you unto myself, that
where I am, ye may be also.”

Now, my friends, if this, this presence of
Christ in death to lighten our darkness, to
lead us, with the blindness of death on us,
through the Dark Valley—if this be true,—if
it be a fact that at such a moment He can

comfort us, and make us happy,' and prepare
us for the new state into which death ushers
us,—if all this be true, is it any wonder that
the preacher should ring on, whilst preach-

ing power lasts, “ Believe in Christ, depend
on Christ, love Christ.”
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For this message of love, mind you, is for
the disciple. I do not say that the Divine
Savioar may not flash suddenly into the
darkness of the sudden death of the godless
unbeliever, and that He may not have a
messege even for him. But here we have
the actual message for the disciple: “I have
come again to take you unto myself. If death
is not sudden, if we know that it is coming,
if we are watching for it, we can feed on this
promise like food to strengthen us and say,
“If cleath is coming, thank God, He also is
coming, to take me to himself.” Men and
women have died, as disciples who have had
the darkness of physical death driven out
clear before them by the glory of the heavenly
vision. Their prayer became an address to
the Saviour whom surely they saw, though
we about the bed could see nothing. Like
Stephen, they seemed to say, I see him, I see
him,” and then, like Stephen, they fell asleep
to awake with Christ in Paradise.

But this is the blessing of discipleship ;
which discipleship is ours—is yours to-day,
and mine, — when we trust in Christ for
everything, and through evil report and good,
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through darkness and sunshine, push on, and
do our duty. Trust him for everything. Have
Him behind everything of your life, as the
pure white screen on which your poor
blurred but well meant actions fall in sha-
dow, and all will be well for time and for
eternity.

‘Well, for time ; you will be the better man,
the better woman, for having Christ with
you in your daily life. And well for eternity,
when the deafness of death steals over you,
and the new-found hearing of heavenly things
bursts on you in the words “I have come
again to take you to myself.”’
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If any man willeth to do His will, hc shall know of the
teaching.
John vii: 17.

First, I would have you to notice that these
words are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
himself regarding the way in which we may
gain a personal knowledge of the teaching of
God; get comfort, and strength, and power
out of it, for our own religious good, and the
growth of our Christian life.

“If any man,” says Christ, “ willeth to do
Grod's will,” makes up his mind to do it, just
as he makes up his mind to do anything else,
ke shall find out practically and personally
whether the teaching under which he is
acting is of God or of man. If he wishes to
know whether the Bible is a revelation from
God, and is essentially an inspired book, let
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him submit himself, his will, his intelligence,
his daily life, habits, mode of doing business,
to the Bible; put himself in harmony with
God, as God is revealed in the Bible, and in
due time he will learn irresistibly that the
Bible is an inspired revelation from God.
What I mean by the expression “getting into
harmony” with God is this : Take the case of a
student beginning what to him is a perfectly
new study. He gets about him his books and
instruments, and as he looks at the instru-
ments and runs his eyes over the books,
seeing words he never saw before, and plates
and pictures to him at first sight wholly
incomprehensible, he realizes to the full that
he has not the faintest idea of the study he is
about to strive and master. But starting on
this knowledge of his own ignorance, and
submitting himself wholly to his teachers,
and accepting wholesale their teaching,

before long he discovers that he is actually
groping out of his ignorance, and that what
at first appeared to him an almost hopeless
puzzle is fast becoming, not only full of
interest, but it is moulding and fashioning to
a large extent his dasily life, so that his study
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igence, absorbs his whole mental force and power,
1siness, and that, pleasurably, for he is now in full
y with mental harmony with the various branches

and in of its teaching.
1at the v Indeed this law of harmonious relations
od. ; obtains almost everywhere. One can of course

ng into : fancy a dead dull-minded man, passing
aseof a through life without the faintest idea that
rfectly . there was anything wonderful or striking in

ks and . the various works of natnre that surrqunded
instru- - him. But submit yourseif to nature, become
books, her willing pupil, give eye and ear and mind

plates : to her service and direction, and before long
vholly : you will get in harmony with nature, and
11 that = she will disclose to you secret after secret.

7 he is each one more beautiful and captivating
ng on than the other. On the other hand, go forth
3, and 3 finding fault with rain and shine, and heat

chers, - and cold, with rush of river and dryness of
ching, brook, and nature will remain as dumb and
tually : blind and deaf to you, as you are blind and
what deaf and dumb to nature. In short, to know
peless ' any teaching we must submit to the teacher;
il of 1 and the more perfect the submission the
ing to | more perfect the learning.

study Now it is just the same with man and God.
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To get toknow God, to get at his teaching,
the first thing we must do is to place our-
selves in harmony with God, and this we can
only do by striving and battling or fighting
to become pure, or clean, or holy, to drag our-
selves out of the evil into which He can
never go, and to come into his presence
washed and cleansed in some way acceptable
to Him. For uncleanl :ess and cleanliness can
never harmonize. However God may pity
and even love him who is unclean, he can
never love his uncleanliness ; for,as St. Augus-
tin wrote, “ He loved us filthy that he might
make us fair.” The cleanliness creates the har-
mony, our cleanliness harmonizing in some
way with God’s purity.

Hence the folly of the drunkard saying, *“I
will go on drinking till God stops me; ” or
the unbeliever, “I will go on in my unbelief;”
or the troubled person, “I will go on with
my tears.” Do you suppose that God will

force his revelation on you whilst you are
fighting against him? Is God going to rob
you of your manhood, your free will, that
which ennobles and distinguishes you from
the creatures beneath you? Is God going to
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paralyse or ignore that will, and drive you
into Heaven as a shepherd’s dog drives sheep
into a fold 2 Nay; God has respect to our
free, moral agency, to our power of choice.
He respects in us what He himself has given
us, and He will seldom drive us into harmo-
nious relations with Himself, if the effort
after harmony be wholly absent from us. We
must first do His will; and then we shal gain
a practical knowledge of His teaching.

It is Grod’s will that we should * believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ,” because “his blood
cleanses us from all sin,” because “ we are
made nigh to God, by the blood of Christ,”
because “ the blood of Christ redeems us.” It
is God’s will that we should know this, and
feel it, and trust in it. Well, if we desire to
know and feel the value of this teaching, we
must will to obey his will here, and believe
in Christ, and trust in Christ. We are not to
go on waiting and sinning, and sinning and
waiting until God, in some wonderful way,
wakes us up to the valueof Christ; but at
once, without reserve or doubt or fear, we are
to bring our sins to God and say: “ Lord,
here are my sins, wipe out their remembrance
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through the blood of Christ, and help me that
I may never sin them more.” That is what
at once brings us into harmony with God,
for the whole plan of his salvation is meant
to bring us to these very thoughts and very
words.

But you ask, how can I know Christ until
I understand his teaching ? I cannot say. I
only know that your plan is not the divine
plan. The divine recipe is — to obey, to give
up your mind, and will, and hope, and trust,
wholly and unreservedly to Christ. There
must be no doubt or scepticism or reservation,
but wholesale obedience to the command,
“Believe in Christ and trust Him,” and if
there is this honest obedience, then the whole
doctrine of the value and power of the blood
of Christ will in time become a living reality
to you, a vital necessity of your faith. Not,
first the doctrine appreciated, digested and
assimilated — and, then, the resignation of
your will and the effort of faith; but first,
the resignation of your will and your obedi-
ence and faith, and then the doctrine, clear,
distinct, beautiful to mind and soul, alive
and sparkling with comfort and joy, and
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that i with great depths of strength and power to
~hat bathe in and come out of fresh and strong
Grod, for the fight of faith, and the daily measure
eant ’ of happy victory.

very Again it is Grod’s will that we should study
the Scriptures as a guide. But how can I
ntil i accept Scripture as a guide until I have

pasl proved its power to guide? Surely first I
vine must prove, then I must accept. Well, that
give seems rational, but we do not apply the rule

rust, to other guides. The schoolboy does not
here - examine his schoolmaster as to whether he is
iion, fit to teach, nor does the medical or legal
and, student receive the instruction of his profes-
d if sors tentatively and subject to his own revi-
hole sion. Nay, in all instruction of school, college,
lood or profession, faith in the teacher and accept-
lity i ance of his views lie at the very root of suc-
Not, ) cessful examination.

and And so it is here. Christ does not say, first
1 of prove the Scriptures and then accept them,
irst, : but, first accept them, and the fruit of the
edi- acceptance will give the needed proof, both
ear, to mind and spirit. Here again the divine
live i recipe is obedience,— tacit,willing obedience.
and Read, study, and, above all, commence to put
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in practice the Word of Grod, make it the rule
of your life, the guide of your actions. Begin:
do not wait till you are sure of the worth of
every command. Show your faith, obey, read
honestly, candidly, thoroughly, throwing the
mind open to the reception of all divine
truth, and if you do this, the Book will prove
to be the Voice of God. In time you will be
able to say out of your own personal and
spiritual experience: “ This is the Voice of
God,” for you have willed to do Goed’s will,
and as a natural and consistent consequence
you have learnt that the teaching is of God.

And so with prayer. “If any one lack
wisdom let him ask of ‘God.” * What,” you
say, “ before I know that prayer is a reality,
that it can influence Grod’s decisions and tell
on his providences ?” Yes; obey, do what
you are told and leave results with God. Pray,
and prayer will prove itself. No amount of
argument or study can advance you one whit
in reducing a divine power like prayer to the
level of your comprehension. Obey, and
then the worth and power and value of
prayer will grow on you through personal
experience.
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Again, it is God’s will that through our
reception of the Holy Communion we should
show forth our Lord’s death till his second
Advent, — that we should ‘“show forth his
death till He come.” But you say, surely I
should not commune until I am good enough,
or until I understand the mystery as to how
partaking of bread and wine can help me in
my Christian course. Nay ; for Christ said to
the representatives of every possible phase of
Christian life, to whom he first administered
it : “Take ye all of this, — all take it, weak,
erring, faulty though ye be.” In this, as in
everything else, you must submit your will
to His. You must obey, and in time your
own experience will teach you how wise,
and good, and loving He was when he told
you to obey. Time will teach you that not
in the unveiling of the Mystery was the
blessing hidden for you, but in the calm,
quiet, consistent act of willing and faithful
obedience.

Take then as a great Advent lesson, un-
swerving, unchanging obedience to God ;
the resignation of will and mind and powers
to His will ; the giving up of much, that we
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may gain more. And think not that in doing
this we stand alone. Nay, Christ did it.

“Lo I come to do Thy will, O God. I de-
light to do Thy will; yea, Thy law is within
my heart.”
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BEFORE CHRISTMAS,

But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this

fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with
you in my father’s kingdom.

St. Matt., xxvi: 29.

What can these words mean? Our Lord
was founding the great sacramental feast of
his love; He had given the bread and wine
to his disciples—the bread figuring his body,
the wine his blood ; He had told them to eat
the bread and drink the wine, “in remem-
brance of Him ;” and then He utters the
words of the text, “I will not drink hence-
forth of the fruit of this vine. You will
drink it, but I will not, until that day when
I with you will drink it new in iny Father’s
kingdom.” ¢ The fruit of the vine” was the
wine on the table used now sacramentally
for the first time, and our Lord whilst leav-
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ing it to be used by his Church on earth,
without his bodily presence at the table,
points to a time yet to come when in “the
kingdom of God, in the kingdom of his
Father,” in Heaven, he would sit, as then he
sat; and in some sense yet to be made known
and appreciated that sacramental feast would
be repeated. “I will drink it * new’ with you,”
he says, “ new” in the sense that the general
resurrection was to make all things ‘ new. ”
He that sat on the throne said, “ Behold, I
make all things new.” A new body for those
raised, but a body; a new heaven, but a
heaven; a new earth, and new wine, a new
feast, but a feast, that in some sense would
perpetuate the great remembering thought

- of how the world was saved through Jesus

Christ. He places the eternal stamp on this
great Sacrament ; it was tosurvive the crash,
and wreck and desolation of judgment, and
the doom of the world ; it was to be swept
by the last wave ebbing from the shores of
time, and carried high up on the shores of
eternity ; it was never to cease. In some
sense, throughout the eternal ages, life and
immortality would rest on the divine words,
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on earth, ks “Take eat, this is my body ; drink, this ismy
the table, E blood.”
m in “the b I have always thought that this fact casts
m of his a peculiar halo of sacred power about the
18 then he ] feast of the Lord’s Supper. To me all contro-
de known versies about it, turning on definitions and
ast would b words, are as the veriest jangling of the most
vith you,” 3 horrible discordancies. For us, what is needed
1e general is faith, not argument ; I am told to eat and
s ‘new.”” ; drink, to do so in remembrance of Christ who
Behold, I | died to save my soul—let me do it. And

for those | whatever Christ wills to do for me through
m, but a that feast, let Him do it; for the gift, the
e, a new | grace, the blessing, is not born of my act ; bnt

se would = flews forth from Him, as his blessing on my
thought g act of simple faith. And if, at times, my faith
gh Jesus is staggered at the simplicity of the act, at

p on this : the simplicity of the institution which calls
he crash, # forth the act, let me look: first, at God him-
ent, and 3 self instituting it, then at its undying life
e swept | from Christ till now, then at its lasting vital-
shores of ity from now, onward to the great white
shores of throne, and then from the great white throne
In some | into eternity itself; and as that vision of
life and | divinely perpetnated life passes before me—
e words, 1 hushed be every controversy, crushed out be

5
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every doubt, whilst my prayer goes up to

God as I hold out my hands to partake,—
“TLord, increase my faith.”

Now, who is called to partake of this un-
dying feast ?

Let me fancy this Church, as it is filled
now, let me fancy it the upper room in which
the feast was instituted. We, we are in the
upper room, and Christ is seated at his table.
All the feelings that are now in your hearts,
all the lives that you are now living are in
that upper room; for we fancy ourselves
there, as this moment we are here, and Christ
knows every feeling and knows every life.
The wine is on the table, the bread is on the
table, and He who dies for us, blesses and
breaks; and as he does so, in our sight, we
feel that strange, mystic thrill of isolating
personality which drives, straight from heart
to lip, the almost sobbing question, “ O my
God, will he ask me? Will he ack me ?” For
not one soul present can feel that it is worthy
to kneel there; not one soul dare rise and say
“Lord here am I, call me.” Oh! whom will he
call? How many shall he call 2 Shall I be
left, shall you, and you be left, to see others
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blessed whilst you are banned ? Will He
write “elect ” on the child’s head and pass
the father, or call the father and leave the
child alone? Oh!whom will He call? How
many will He call ?

Watch! He has blessed, and he has broken,
and now rising and looking as it were into
every face and speaking as it were to every
soul, He holds out his arms as if to draw us
magnetically to his heart of love and says,
“Take ye all of it; all take it. Eat, this is
my body; drink, this is my blood.” There
is not an eye that is not met by His; there is
not a soul to whom the invitation is not given,
because God invites to the feast, and Christ
has died for every soul, for every soul the
cross was borne, for every scul the blood was
shed, and to every soul Christ says, “Take
eat, this is my body ; drink, this is my blood.”

But is it possible, you ask, that Christ could
invite me ? Why not? Why, man or woman,
He died that he might save you; ought not
that to be enough ? But, says one, “ O sir, I
have a secret sin that wears me to my soul.”
Thank God that it wears you to your soul!
May it keep on wearing you until your sin
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itself is emaciated and worn. Come, because
it wears you to your soul! Who can tell
that this very act of penitent faith may not
kindle a fire of holy and forcible resistance in
your breast that may lead you to fight your
sin to the death, and make you more than
conqueror. Judas had a secret sin that did
not wear him to his soul, and Christ knew it
did not wear him, and yet Christ invited
Judas.

But, says another, “O sir, I am full of
doubts, I hardly know what I believe.” Ah!
that was the way with Thomas, and Christ
knew that it was the way with Thomas, and
yet Christ called him to the feast. The surest
recipe for doubt is obedience, loving, grateful
obedience ; obedience springing from the
thought, “ He knows me and yet he calls me.”
All that we need is the wish to obey, the de-
sire to be better, the hope and the prayer to
be better. If the wish is thereand the desire
there, His call is there, for this feast is no re-
ligious form, it is a life-sustaining and magni-
ficent spiritual reality.

O my friends, what I long that you should
feel is the reality of the gift. The cross of
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' becaase Christ was raised on high for all, and this feast

is the visible outcome of the cross, as if Christ

can tell :
may not saiq  “The cross must crumble into dust, but
et the power of the cross will live on in count-

sht your less ways, and chief among them in this way.”

ore than
that did
; knew it
. invited

Tor, as St. Paul says, “The cup of blessing
which we bless is it not a communion of the
blood of Christ,” — a communion to me, a
communion to you; ‘“the bread which we
break is if not a communion of the body of
| fall of Christ,”—a communion to you, a communion
o” Ah! | to me? It is a real blessing, a help, a divine

d Christ
ymas, and

strength, meant by Christ for poor, weak
erring souls,— like Peter who denied Christ,
like Thomas who doubted him, like all the
apostles who forsook him and fled. The strong
may partake and be the better for the partak-
ing ; but your weakness, your sin-struggles,

he surest
, grateful
rom the

alls me.” : .
7, the de- your desire to be better, give force and power
srayer to to the call, so -that the voice of Christ seems
ixe desire to sound specially for you: “You, who are
Eh feeve- weakesF, come, for this my blood was shed for
d magni- you, this my body was broken for you.” You

are the traveller bruised by sin and bleeding,
and Christ through cross and feast is the good

u should :
Samaritan who pours in the oil and wine,—

cross of
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the deeper .your bruising the deeper his pity.

Now, Christmas has once more come round
to us, and though this feast is ever open to
you all, yet for all who value Christ as Christ
should be valued, surely Christmas without
kneeling there would scarce seem Christmas
to us at all. As the angels bring to each of
us, young and o.d, the message, “ Unto you
is born this day a Saviour,” oh ! how natural
ought it to be for us to kneel there, with the
sacred anthem from on high ringing in our
ears. Not that the feast has more power on
Christmas day than on any other day, but
that the call thither sounds louder, sweeter, as
the Saviour is born, as the old year is dying,
as the scattered family gathers, as memory
wakes us up to thoughts forgotten, as all that
is good in us, seems to receive a fresh im-
pulse, as the spirit of Christruas enters into
our hearts, and homes and feelings. As all
these things combine to cast a sacred halo
about the day, the voice of Jesus seems to
speak with special purpose to every soul and
say, “ Do this in remembrance of me.”

May God through his Holy Spirit bring
yvou in crowds to His holy table on next
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1is pity. i Christmas day. Fathers, and mothers, and
leround | children, whole families, young and old,

opento | rich and poor, strong in the faith and weak
s Christ ; in the faith ; saints willing to confess them-
without 7 selves sinners, and sinners wishing that in

iristmas some sense they might grow to be God’s
each of | saints, oh, may God lead you all to think
nto you over it, pray over it! Remember if you keep
natural i back it is you that keep back, not Christ that
vith the | warns you back, for He calls all, calls you ;
in our . you who hardly dare fo come, you he calls

'wer on ; especially for He knows you need him most.
lay, but From pew to pew, from heart to heart, He goes
eeter, as to-day and says, * Come, all things are ready
s dying, {‘l for you.” Come to the feast which, partaken
nemory | ' of here, will in some sense be, to me and you,

allthat = a binding link of holy love throughout
ssh im- |88 eternity.
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CHRISTMAS DAY.

And lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them, aud
the glory of the Lord shone round about them.

St. Luke ii: 9.

Outside of the world of nature all our con-
sciousness predicates something as existing,
and the consciousness of man for all time
has, as far as we know, done the same.
Given a universe filled with heavenly bodies
of glowing splendour for man to gaze on and
speculate about, all such gazing and specula-
tior have resulted in imaging a state of life

outside our own that we call “the super- -

natural,” because it seems to be above our
natural life; like it in some ways, though dis-
tinct from it in many, and possessed of the
power of entering into our lives, or touching
them, not only by guiding influences, whether
for good or evil, but by appearances, voices,
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visions, and so on. Thus man has worked
out for himself two distinct worlds—the
visible and the invisible, the latter as real as
the former, if only our eyes were gifted with
that piercing power which could look
through whatever it is that divides one
world from the other.

And this reasoning of man, corrected and
guided into proper channels. is in every way
endorsed by the Word of God, as in accord-
ance with the truth of things as they really
exist. Out in this world invisible to us is
God—Father, Son and Holy Ghost,—is the

paradise of blessed souls, is the waiting-place

of all departed spirits, is the home of angel
and archangel, is the fortress of all the evil
that besets, and the greater stronghold of all
the good that sweetens our lives and makes
eternal happiness possible. How marvellous
to think of it! How the brightest and most
beautiful object that earth could fill our
sense of sight with would pale and grow
dim, if only our eyes could be opened for a
moment to the glory and splendour that, as
Scripture teaches wus, is all about us and
around us, as truly as the sunlight itself
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when, piercing the clouds, it reigns as king.

The great eternal things, and the first of
all created things, and the splendour of all
divine things — Oh! if for one moment we
could see them, what a sense of God we
should have! how real countless things
would become that now are swathed in
mystery !

Now, one of the charms of Christmas is,
that for a moment it draws aside the veil,
pulls back the curtain, and we catch
glimpses of things that at other times are to
us invisible. Everything about Christmas
comes from beyond; the springs of it burst
forth in the invisible world; mother and
earthly father each are touched with its
mysterious power; even the rough shep-
herds seem to glow in a light that shines
from above, and the mystic star that guides
the travellers from the distant East gleams
and glistens with a light divine. As one
reads the whole story in quietness, the con-
viction seems forced in on one that, after all,
the most real world of power, majesty,
beauty, glory, is not that which is visible,
but that which lies out beyond, and of
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which Christmas gives us a passing glimpse.

These Christmas angels, how beautiful
they are, as Heaven seems to open and they
pour forth on rushing wing and fill the mid-
night sky with human-like forms, bright and
beautiful, whilst the whole air thrills and
reverberales with the sound of human words
uttered by thousands of angelic lips, and
borne aloft on harmonies of voice that rise
and swell and fade away in the beauties of
celestial music. Oh ! what a world that must
be, where such as these are the common
messengers of Gtod to do his bidding !

Then linked with Christmas, though
strictly not a part of it, how magnificent is
Gabriel, standing at the right side of the

altar of incense, a form of unearthly splen-

dour and beauty, yet using human language
as he says, “I am Grabriel, that stand in the
presence of God!” Apart from all doubt,
well might the eyes of Zacharias have been
blinded as he looked on him whose place
was in the very centre of all the glories that
are divine.

Then the infant Child itself—true child,
yet heralded as never was child before:
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“Thou shalt call his name Emmanuel—God
with us,” and “ Jesus, for He shall save his
people from their sins,” and “the Son of the
Highest,” and “the Son of God.” That
wondrous Child, whose own mother called it
“God, my Saviour,” and whom the aged
Simeon, as he looked on it, called “ My Salva-
tion.” Wonderful are the hosts of angels
that fill the heavens with their glory ;
wonderful, Gabriel the messenger of the

Highest ; but mere motes in sunbeams these,

as compared with the wonder of all wonders,
the mystery of all mysteries, u feeble child,
and that child “ God with us.” “They shall
call his name Emmanuel—God with us.”

As the shepherds look they see more than
aninfant. Outfrom the glory of the Heaven
that shone all about them they still hear the
single voice of the angel teacher, “Seek out
the babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger ; for that child is born for
you to-day—your Saviour, Christ the Lord.”

As Mary looks upon her child she sees
more than an infant. “If angels’ word be
true, (and who dare doubt it ?), “that Holy
thing born of me is the Son of God.” -
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As wise men from the distant East look,
they see more than an infant, they see a Grod,
for they fall down and worship Him.

How wonderful, and yet how real ! There
is reality in the cool, clear midnight air, the
solemn silence of night, the brilliant stars,
the sleeping sheep, the watching shepherds,
the earthly city close at hand hushed and
silent. But not less real are the gates of
Heaven flung open wide, whilst hosts of
angels, whose brilliancy dims the stars them-
selves, sweep down on earth like marshalled
armies, filling the midnight air with the
melody of Heaven and the words of earth
combined. Fach angel is as real as each
shepherd ; He who in solitary grandeur spoke
the words that awoke the heavenly anthem
as real as that shepherd who first said, “ Let
us go into Bethlehem,” and the outburst of
heavenly music as real as that with which
in centuries long after man sought to lift up
the words. It is all real—angels and shep-
herds, mother and sleeping child—the two
worlds, visible and invisible, meeting to-
gether on that Christmas morning and
blending into one.
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And so to-day Christmas calls us through
Jesus Christ, who lived and died to save our
souls, to look out beyond Bethlehem, beyond
the calm of earthly resting, beyond the stars
themselves, to that real world of teeming
life, where Grod is, and whence Christ Jesus
came. To one He said when death drew
near, “This day thou shalt be with Me in
Paradise.” Paradise—Ilet the Christmas Child
teach us to lift up our eyes there. To others
He will say when all things earthly are
ended, * Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ;”
let the Christmas Child teach us to lif<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>