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THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
WELCOMES PARIS CONFERENCE OUTCOME

The Secretary of State for External Affairs,
the Right Honourable Joe Clark, today welcomed the
concluding declaration of the Paris Conference on
chemical weapons as a major step on the road to banning
these weapons. Mr. Clark, who led the Canadian Delegation
to the Conference, noted that the international community,
as never before, has resoundingly endorsed the objective
of a total chemical weapons ban. He added that it is
now of utmost importance that Canada and others involved
in the negotiation at the Conference on Disarmament in
Geneva of a comprehensive and verifiable chemical weapons
ban take advantage of this renewed political momentum to
bring the negotiation to a conclusion at the earliest
possible date. He pledged Canada's continued active
support to that negotiating effort.
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FINAL DECLARATION OF THE CONFERENCE
ON THE PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
PARIS, JANUARY 11, 1989

The representatives of States participating in
the Conference on the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons,
bringing together States Parties to the Geneva Protocol
of 1925 and other interested States in Paris from
7-11 January 1989, solemly declare the following:

1. The participating States are determined to
promote international peace and security throughout the
world in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and to pursue effective disarmament measures. In this
context, they are determined to prevent any recourse to
chemical weapons by completely eliminating them. They
solemly affirm their commitments not to use chemical
weapons and condemn such use. They recall their serious
concern at recent violations as established and condemned
by the competent organs of the United Nations. They
support the humanitarian assistance given to the victims
affected by chemical weapons. :

2. The participating States recognize the
importance and continuing validity of the Protocol for
the prohibition of the use in war of asphyxiating,
poisonous or other gases and bacteriological methods of
warfare, signed on 17 June 1925 in Geneva. States
Parties to the Protocol solemly reaffirm the prohibition
as established in it. They call upon all States which
have not yet done so to accede to the Protocol.

3. The participating States stress the necessity
of concluding, at an early date, a Convention on the
prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling
and use of all chemical weapons, and on their destruction.
This Convention shall be global and comprehensive and
effectively verifiable. It should be of unlimited duration.
To this end, they call on the Conference on Disarmament
in Geneva to redouble its efforts, as a matter of urgency,
to resolve expeditiously the remaining issues and to
conclude the Convention at the earliest date. All States
are requested to make, in an appropriate way, a significant
contribution to the negotiations in Geneva by undertaking
efforts in the relevant fields. The participating States
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therefore believe that any State wishing to contribute
to these negotiations should be able to do so. 1In
addition, in order to achieve as soon as possible the
indispensable universal character of the Convention,
they call upon all States to become parties thereto as
soon as it is concluded.

4. The participating States are gravely concerned
by the growing danger posed to international peace and
security by the risk of the use of chemical weapons as
long as such weapons remain and are spread. In this
context, they stress the need for the early conclusion
and entry into force of the Convention, which will be
established on a non-discriminatory basis. They deem it
necessary, in the meantime, for each State to exercise
restraint and to act responsibly in accordance with the
purpose of the present declaration.

5. The participating States confirm their full
support for the United Nations in the discharge of its
indispensable role, in conformity with its Charter.

They affirm that the United Nations provides a framework
and an instrument enabling the international community
to exercise vigilance with respect to the prohibition of
the use of chemical weapons. They confirm their support
for appropriate and effective steps taken by the United
Nations in this respect in confirmity with its Charter.
They further reaffirm their full support for the
Secretary-General in carrying out his responsibilities
for investigations in the event of alleged violations of
the Geneva Protocol. They express their wish for early
completion of the work undertaken to strengthen the
efficiency of existing procedures and call for the
cooperation of all States, in order to facilitate the
action of the Secretary-General.

6. The participating States, recalling the final
document of the first Special Session of the United
Nations General Assembly devoted to Disarmament in 1978,
underline the need to pursue with determination their
efforts to secure general and complete disarmament under
effective international control, so as to ensure the
right of all States to peace and security.




