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SERMON.

"By the Rev. William Snodgrass, Mimster of
2 St. Paul's Church, Montreal.

. Therefore whosoever hearcth these sayings
of mine. and docth them, I will liken him unto

a wise man, which built ihis house npon arock: |

floods came, and

and the rain descended, and the
3 and

.the winds blew, and beat upon tnat house
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
And every one that heareth these_sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto
*afoolish man, which built his house upon the
.sand : and the rain descended, and the floods
stame, and the winds Llew, and beat upon that ,

tween two men, the one wise and the other
' foolish. Jn humaa estimation and in regard

to ordinary affairs, wisdom is a first-rate qual-

ity : foolishness excites contempt, and some-
y imes pity. It is considered the part of the
former to refect what is evil, and to choose and
follow what is good ; of the latter to do the
, very reverse of this, He isa wise man who
sechs the best things in the most approved
way, and by the most suitable meaus; he is
a fooiish man who is reckless in his aims and
conduct. Soundness of judgment, prompti-
tude of resolution, aud diligence of action are

housc ; and it fell . and great was the fdl of © — © found with the first ; incousilerateness, rash-
MaTTHEW Vi, 2627, ness. and negligence, with the second.
... These words are in the form of 2 parable— ‘Ihe Lord does not change tl.e meaning of
LA favourite mode of teacking with our Luid, | these terms from their common acceptation,
 timple, engaging and impressive—a similitude | unless in the respect, that he applics them to
borrowed from a combination of realities in  the most mumentous of all couceins. The
4the natural world and human conduct, pecu- | gualitics they express are with him the high-
,Jarly suited to the minds of its original hear- | ¢st of the kind. A man is mest eminently
£ yet wondurfully adapted to the insuuction | wise or most_eminently foolish, accurding as
-.a?f; all men, remarkubly fitted te touch and | he turns a willingor o denf ear to the wisdor:
Air the heart and to hold its place in the | whick Christ reveals by hs word. The course
Tmemory. ) of the one isassuredly justified by the magni-
w~.Lhe relation of the parablesin the text 10| tude of the personal interest which he per-
sthe whole Sermon on the Mount is obviuus | ceives to be at stake—the true nobility of
Jand important. It i3 the great winding up, | character, the substantial peace of mind, the
the grand practical conclusion, of that mar- | exalted position of safety, the unending dura-

tion of purest happiness, which are involveq

cellous production. It is the final requlre:
i his neceptance of the ieaching of Jesus : the

_ment of all the requirements urged by the , iz
“mighty word-—Z%ear and do- 1t is the crowu- | course of the other is utterly urjustifiable, be-
.ing promise of all the promises addressed to | cause he prefers worthlessness to digniy,
the Christian’s faith—of strength, steadfast- | misery to felicity, death to life. It is agrecd
| ness, peace, salvation, ‘o the wise, Itis the, to be the dictate of wisdom which leads a
solemn climax of all the warnings from the | man to Luild his house upon a good founda-
lips of Jesus—of woakness, trouble, confu- , tion: we unhesitatingly condemn, as outrage-
.3ion, destruction, to the foolish. ous folly, the erection of a dwelling-place
7 The distinction drawn in the parable is be- ' upon a bauk of shifiing sand.  What a pity,
L-,;j_ Yol. IX. No. 6.
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to be sure, that the instinctiveness, accuracy,
and certainty of this judgment are not ex-
tended to spiritual interests and relations,
and promptly acted upon in regard to them !
Men may be very wise or very foolish with
reapect ta this world : they are all supremely
wise or supremely fuolish with respect to the
world to come. The chotce of objects makes
all the difference.  And the transposition of
vbjects makes a wonderful inversian of per-
sonal qualitier. "I'hat which is acconnted, and
justly, the greatest wisdom according to the
uman standard, i, in and by itself, the
reatest foolishress. ‘T'hey whom the world
requently condemns as foolish, become,
through the hearing and doing of the word,
the approved servants of the Allwise One,
The wisdom, which thus brings to naught the
wisdom of this world, will or:e day be openly
Justified of all her holy and happy children.
But let us look more narrowly into the par-
-able of the wise and foolish ones. Observe the
exact point and line of action aseribed to each,
the particular manifestation of wisdom and
foolishness respectively. Out of the many
ways and departments in which mankind
-exhibit these qualities in a worldly sense, one
is chosen to emboady the moral, and simplify
its application. ‘The Lord pictures their re-
Presentatives in this instance as builders.
Bath propose for their ultimate object a good
work, that 15, if they have the means of car-
rying it through.  'The end of their planis the
same. Iach would have a house of his own—
a homestead for himself and family. ‘The exe-
cution of thelaudable project would havemany
advaontages, such as necessary shelter and com-
fort, with an increase of independence. The
inconveniences of being a mere tenant would
be at an end.  And it would be worth much
to think that if sickness come, the father can-
not he served with an ejectment, or if death
remove him from his wife and children, they
will have a roof over their heads at any rate.
Each is further represented as laving
bxall his house, and nothing is said in either
case as to the wisdom or foolishness shown
in the plan, in the style of construction, in
the internal arrangements, in the amount and
utility of accommodation, or in the general
appearance when finished. In all these re-
spects the measure of wisdom may have been
displayed. Perhaps there was a prevailing
standard of taste and utility, as is sometimes
the case in particular localities, and the build-
ers conformed thereto; cr, it is even suppo-
sable that the foolish man excelled the wise
one in these particulars, and had the satisfac-
tion of entering into a finer and grander
house than his neighbour’. In reference to
all these points the Lord is silent. His si-
lence is significant and instructive. Doubt-
less his design is to rivet our attention upon
what he does notice. Yet we need to learn
that the best things may not only cease to be
for our good, but may become positively
hwurtful and ruinous through improper hand-
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ling., That which is right in all particulars
save one may be entirely wrong becouse of
that one, ‘I'hie best of materials may te mis-
placed. ‘I'hie greatest talents may be misap.
plied. The Gospel of peace becomes the
savour of death to the unprofitable hearer,
The superstructure of the foolish man, as well
?a that of the wise, may be without a flaw,
Everything may indicata the very perfection
of architectural design and sufficient work.
manship, until the assailing elements discov-
er its fundamental weakness ; just as the hear.
ing of the word may produce ir. two different
persons the same appearance of the fruits of
profession, until the day of trial discloses the
reality of the one and the unsoundness of
the other.

‘There is at least one particular in which the
situation of the houses was the same.  That
particular is exposure to the elements of na-
ture. Toolishness as well as wisdom may
build a house to look sceure in the caln, and
beautiful in the sunshine; but wisdom takes
the occurrence of storms into account, The
very same causes played upon each build-
ing—the rain descended and thefloods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house.

Here is a combination of assailing elements
resulting in a commotion not uncommon un-
der the peculiar physical character of eastern
countries. ‘There storms frequently burst
forth with great suddenress and violence;
and no doubt many who listened to our Lord
recognized the force of the natural similitude
he employed.  The attack is made from every
quarter—from above by the rain beneath by
the winds. The strain is upon the roof, walls,
and foundation all at once. If there be weak-
ness any where it will surely be discovered.
If the foundation is good, well; if not, the
greatest strength of materials and the wisest
application of skilled labour will not give s
suflicient resistance, to oppese the confederate
clementa.

In both cases the house is exposed to the
operation of physical causes, natural ordi-
nances,—falling rains, rising floods, beating
winds—and these verily, cannot be altered
from their course. Wisdom equally with
foolishness is impotent to prevent them.
Nevertheless, wisdom is distinguished from
foulishness in this respect, that 1t takes what
precautions it may to resist what it cannot
remove. Itis the same in the moral world.
There are appointments and dispensations as
inevitable as the phenomena of nature. The
day of judgment is one of these; it is fixed
and certain. The hour of death is another;
it is sure to befall all men sooner or later;
and it oftentimes cometh like a whirlwind,
with startling and overwhelming suddenness.
The happening of such dispensations cannot
be arrested, cannot be evaded by any amount
of skillor power.  “ It is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment.”
‘I'ne only witigation of their fearfulness, which
which is poss:ble to mortals, is a timely and
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diligent preparation for them. It is the part |  willing mind, a teachable spirit, and a be-
of christian wisdom to foresee by faith the cer-  lieving lieart.  If that be not in us, we may

tainty of their approach, and take shelter in
the refuge which the ward of God reveals.
'They may not, or they may, be canlamitics to

overwhelm us, according as we use or do not |

use the precantirns divinely preseribed and
placed within our reach,to meet them. \When
death and judgment come we will fall amid
surrounding ruin, or vise to yet greater secu-
rity, just as we improve or misimprove
the day of mercy and salvation. ‘The wise
builder will escayg the storm of fiery indigna-
tion which will overtake the wicked ; the Lord,
with the breath of his nostrils, will seatter the
foolish and all thoir devices, as chaft' is diiven
before the wind.

But now we come to the one great distine-
tion between the conduct of the wise man and
and that of the fooilsh, The exposure to

yield the showy leaves, Lut not the goud
fruits, of profession.

Nor is the firm footing in religion attained
' but by expenditure of ctfort, encrgy, and la-
bour. Without these the begiuning may be
casier, and the work may advance more ra-
pidly ; and herein may be the inducement of
the foolish one to build his house on the sand.
He saves time and trouble, at least so he
thinks. DBut the truly wise, who with much
toil digs deep and cuts his foundation into the
rock, is far more effectually redeeming time
and averting trouble, This is the very point
at which a man’s religion costs him most,
when itis sincere and real. Itis no easy
thing to divest the soul of its natural pride, to
malke it give up its inelination to self trust
and its love of selfrighteousness, to wean it

wind and weather is taken notice of by one,
but overlookcd by the other. ‘The wise mans
observation teaches him the necessity of a
good foundatinn, as the one prime condition
of security, without which the best materials

and the most excellent worknmianship are o AR o' o
1o :wa?l- The fnollwill ::ot b; ;:mgllxt ! 'l‘l(uf | words, but not to maintain the spirit of religi-

example which Le sces and the instruction o0 ™ 0?:.’2“‘.;: th mad\ take tl.le, ‘:}:;’Ie ?f a
which he hears are unheeded. The one! MOt u’,'.“"' viort, un l," may be the very
. N SR " | hardest kind of religious work to begin to fol-
founds his house upon a rock; tie other | low Christ, in that way of daily crossbearing
builds upon the sand: In the’ first case the | ow Christ, In that way of daily crosshearing
right beginning is made, and the superstruct- | :‘":f pr :,“f',l;lc:f li;}:(:];tle;‘:i::hfeg;v:ie {:3;151 c?l:t
ture s likely to be scunil : in the second, the ! !¢ ProSIess W ) o 3 . 3
initiative, the most important step is nvgicct- mencement is the fgnl)’ real 9‘.“1 healthful
ed, and every stone and timber which is laid - PYORYesS in the divine life. The religion
increases the hazard of a downfall. Iere is Mlieh s thus rooted in the affections of the
the essential difference between folly and heast, like the house which is built on a rack,
wisdom, 'There are many things in which the | will stand, By the grace of God it will yield
one may mimic the other, ‘The out.works of ' ¢ calm of untroubled peace and the security
folly may seem to he substantial. The pro. | of a comfortable hope, when the worst afflic-
portions of its building may be faultless. ; tious arise and the greatest dangers threaten.
There muy be an air of finish withour, To such spiritual building two things are
and a look of comfort within, to attract, represented as necessary ; and he only is a
the spectator’s eve and elicit the visitui’s | wise builder who makes them the beginning
commendation.  But a radical mistake i.as, of his religious career, the means of acquiring
been committed, and that mistake endangers | fituess for eternal life. ‘These things are first,
at every moment the lives of the inmates. | —hearing, and second,—doing, the sayings
In religion, progress in which is edification , of Ciwist.  Hearing and doing are likened by

or the process of apiritual building, the gen., our Lord to the wise course of building upon
eral principle thus inculcated is ‘an impur- | a rock ; hearing and nof doing, to the foolish
tant one. Iu the schuul of Jesus we must course of building upon the sand.  The object
lumble ourselves to the status of intrants, in building at all, is most desirable, most
Jbefore we can advance to the higher ranks of , commendable. It is the erjoyment of shelter,
.discipleship. We must be cuntent to begin at , protection, safety, and comtort. This corres-
.the beginning. The radiments of the Gospel , pouds, no doubt, to what the Lord has alrea-
..must be acquired. We have to go down  dy, in variousways expressed—laying up trea-
upon our knees; we have to sit patiently at | sure in heaven, seeking first the kingdom of
the feet of the Great Teacher, that wa may , God and his righteousness, keeping to the
receive his words and imbibe the principles of | narrow way, which leadeth unto life.  Itisa
his holy doctrine. It is not the huilding, but | course which is the dictate of the highest wis-
the building erected upon a good foundation, ' dom, and the object of it is the greatest good
which is to afford a comfortable halitation | which can be attained or conceived. The
and asure dwelling. Inlike manner it is uot , words of Jesus reveal the excellence of the
the word, but the ingrafted word received , object to be gained. These words the Lord
_with meckness, which is able to save our, addresses to the taith of his followers, and the
shouls, ! true reception and faithful keeping of themat

“I'he root of the matter on its human side is ' once.determine the certainty of success, and

from its corrupt affections and lusts. It is
easy to abstain from some sins, but not to die
unto sin ; easy to think of God betimes, but
not to preserve always a sense of his fatherly
presence ; easy to commend religion by our

-
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“constitute ‘the distinguishing difference be.
tween wisdom and foulishness,

Now observe ;—

1st. The Lord says nothing, ot least, ex-
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good fruit which it yields ; that of the inne
with the outer life, when the Jatter is the holy
and truthiul exponent of a sanctified mav
Both have respect to the word of Christ, and.

pressly, of those who have no concern about | thiougn that word, to Christ himsell, i
“this matter; who are utterly regardless how « wise builder's esperience is that of unfeignes
they build, who, in fuci, do not build at all. ¢ love and trust towards his blessed Redeemer
Their fate is Jeft to beinferred.  And the un- | His character is carefully maodelied after tha
mistakable inference is, that it is the fate of 1 of his gracious Master. His conduct is 1
“all who remain in the broad and-open way j ciieerful and ready obedience to thewill of
which leads to eternal destruction. | his Father in beaven,  "The word of Chriat i

20d, The end of those who may he said to | addressed to ins faith, That great spiritua
begin the work of building on the good foun- | principle fivst brings him_into alliance with
dation, but do not proceed with the super- | the Saviour, and then pRoduces in him_ths
structure, is not divectly declared.  This too, | linenments of likeness to the Saviour,  Faity
io left to be inferred. “'Phe extreme folly of {is the esseatial link of counection between
imagining, that hearing without doing is a . hearing and doing ; the effect of the first, ani
eufticient building, amply justifies the con- | the cause of the sccond. The ear is the
demnation of such as begin well, but, through | avenue to the henart with which the true Chrir
dack of faithfulness and perseverance, leave { tinn belicves unto righteousness ; and the ac.
the work uadone, ‘They enter the narrow j tions of the life are the out-comings of the
way, but diverge into the broad path before | heart, which testify that he is righteous.  New
the straight gate isreached.  They may bave s the word of Christ by itself; not the hearmg
got the length of askiug, of seeking even ; but | or doing of the word of Christ by itself; but
the door remains closed to them, because they | the ward of Christ heard, believed, and obey-
do not knock, ed—this threefold cord binding the disciply

3rd. 'L'he foolishness of the fonlish builderl to his Master—this is true religios, spritual
consists in hearing and not doing the sayings | edification, the buiiding of an indestructibls
of Christ, He has the privilege of hearing, | house upon the nght foundation. To henm
and he makes a profession of doing; but in | Christ’s word and do it is 10 make the believ.
the Lord’s estimation, his religion amounts to I ing of his word the active principle of the
nothing but supreme fuolishness.  He shows [ new life of holiness 5 it is to form a rea!
the appearance of obedience.  He raises a su- | and froitful union with Christ; it is to grow
perstructure of furmal observances and out- j up in him 1o the measure of the stature af a
ward proprieties. Iie enters it wlth pride, 1 perfect man. It is to receive edifieation from
and looks out from its window with cheerful + him ; on him, to rest our peace and stay our
satisfaction.  He gives proof of design, tal-y hopes  And Chris, the Jiving impersonaticn
ent, zeal, and pursistency. He says, Lord, r of his own word which gives spirit and life to
Lord! Tn the name of Jesus he speaks good ( his people, is the Rock of Salvation, against
words, and ip the name of Jesus does many j which the es of hell shall not prevail.
wondeiful works. 1le adberes to a creed | Religion separated from the word of Christ
which is orthodox; he telongs to 2 Church | will comoe to naught. The word of Christ
which is evangelicad ; he makes munificent j apart from Cinist kimself cannot be truly he.
donations to support the ordinances of religi- | lieved and kept
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ou, and to feed and clothe the poor. Lo the
eye of his fcllowmen, Lis bouse is as finery
proportioned, as sceurely built, as handsomely
furnished, as beautifully situated, as that of
uny christian. He is a most foolish man ne-
vertheless. 1is house is built on the sand.
and must finally fall.  In his heart and prac-
ice hearing and doing are disjoined.  What
he receives by the ear may produce some mea-
sure of both fuith wnd feeling ; but there is
uctwithstanding. somewhere, a fatal defective-
ness in the keeping of the requirements,

te. The distinguishing characteristic of the
wise builder lies in this, that he hears and
does the word of Christ. He begins at the
beginning of true religion, and he perseveres
initto theend. He iays or finds the right
founcation, aud eiects thereon a structure
which is firm and fast. The conuection be-
tween hearing and doing.is all-important. It
iv that of the germinating seed with the green
fresh stalle shooting vigorously up towards
maturity ; that of the sound tree with the

It only remains now ta notice, that the two
buitders having finished their undertakings,
in circumstances both present and prospec:
tive, which were the same inasmuch as they
were external to themselvos—the local sur-
roundings of the distriet in which they built,
and the commotions of nature to which they
were exposed—hut, having at the outset tak-
en very diffevent precautions in regard to the
foundation, came ioget her with their work
to a very different end.  When the rain de-
scended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat upon the wise man’s bouse, it
feil not ; because it was founded upor a rock:
when the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat upon the foolish
man’s house, it {211 ; because it was built upon
the sand. 'The same dispensations, death and
judgment, overtake the wise disciple and the
foolish professor. ‘The one remains secure
through the trying ordeal ; the other is over-
whelmed in the ruins of his own building.
‘I'he one veachea the consummation and crown
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of his faith, the great ealvation from sin and
misery published by the word of Christ; the
other receives the reward of his extreme fool-
ishness, everlasting destruction from the pre- ,
sence of the Lord, ¢ Salvation isin the ta-
berpacles of the righteons;"” but, “the hope ,
of the hypoerite shall perish”  They that,
hate knowledge, and do not choose the feur,
of the Lord, “shall eat of the fruit of their
own way, and shall be filled with their own
devices,  For the turning away of the simple
thall slay them, and the prosperity of fools
thall destroy them : but who so hearkeneth
unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet
from the fear of evil.”

We are left to picture to ourselves the
Hessedness of the wise man’s confidence in
view of the gatherinz storm, and the peace-
fulness of lis security while the deluging
torrents fall, and the angry floods lash his
dwelling place, and the wild winds howl
around it their violent blasts, No shock
slarms him, no fear disturbs him. The earth
on five reels and quakes, the rending heavens
pass away with a great noise, the clements
melt with fervent heat ; but he feels unspeak-
ably calm and even joyful throughout the
terrible commotion. He knows that so long
as the Rock of Ages endures, his foundation
and structure will also stand.

But there isa notice of the extent of the
eatastrophe which removes the foolish buiid- |
er and his house from their place—great
was the full of it. Kvery vestige of the
once smiling homestead is obhiterated. The
tide carries away all the materials of which it ,
was constructed, and the surging waters
smooth the sandy bank on which it stood. !
As for the builder himself he perishes in the
wreck of his own handiwork. Great is the
ruin, Property and life ave alike destroyed.
There is no Joss which can hefall a man
equal to the loss of his soul.  And that loss
is tremendously aggravated when it happens
through foolish trifling with the means of
salvation.

Learn from all this the stupendous folly
of formality in religion and the awful perdi-
tion which is the decreed and righteous doom
of the hypoerite and the self-deceiver. The
sin of insincerity in the service of God is as
destructive to the heartless professor as it is
dishonouring to the Searcher of hearts.

And learn wherzin lies your safety as profess-
ing followers of Christ. It is in the exercise
of the wisdom which builds up the right
foundation-—the wisdom not of hearing mere-
Iy, not of doing merely, but of both hearing
and doing the word of Christ, These two
the Lord hath joined together by the wed-
ding ring of faith, to form an_indespensable
condjtion of meetness for His heavenly king-
dom, ¢XLetnoman put them asunder.” TLet
every one take heed whereon he buildeth and
how he buildeth. ¢ The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear him,” and,” the fear of

the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Wise

25

| unto salvation is the man who hears the say-

ings of the hlessed Redeemer and keeps then.
1f ye know these things happy are ye if ve
do them. Let the testemonies of the Lord
be the men of your council, for only such
council as cometh of them can stand in the
day of trial. ¢ Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments; for this is the whole duty of
man.”

A feature of many other verses of the Ser-
mon on the Mount is especially decernible in
these, The Great Teacher gives 1o his word
a distinguishing function and dividing power,
With the one unchangeable instrument—the
sword of kis spirit, always sharp, always,
powerful, always cleavityg asunder—he hye
open by brond characteristics respectivesy
discriminating. two ways, two coutses, two
characters, two classes of men, two issues of
lifa. The truest wisdom is partiiioned off
from the greatest foolishness; the faithful
doer is determinately separated from tie un-
profitable hearer; the path of life is clearly
marked out in contradistintion to the way of
death,

‘This office and eflect of Christ's word are
not confined to the multitudes who first heard
it, as they stood around the eminence from
which the Divine Speaker addressed it to
them. ‘They extend, in the fulness of their
reality, to all the ages of the New Testament
dispensation, to all the localities, crganiza-
tions, and audiences of Christendom, They
everywhere and always establish the most
important and enduring distinction, hetween
the church and the worid, between the mem-
bers of a congregation, between the children
of a family. Trey folfil that saying of Christ,
himself the living and eternal Word—1 cams
not to send peace but a sword. True, he sends
peace to his people and confusion to his ene-
mies ; but the progress in this world of his.
kingdom, which is not of this world, is neces-
sarily marked by the occurrence of collisions,,
the evolution of differences, the establisnment
of permanent divisions, caused by the mutu-
ally repelling contact of light with darkness,
and truth with error; and these, ever hap-
pening, though not always visible to. human
eye, unavoidably produce the greatest dissim-
ilarity that can possibly exist between ons
individual and another.  They set a man at
variance against his father, and the daughter
agaiust her mother, and the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. Aye, aye, my
brethren, peacefully as we live together amid
all the distinctions of wealth and poverty,
learning and ignorarce, success and adversi-’
ty, which characterize our present temporal
state, and underneath all the differences of
opinion, temper, and character, which belong
to us as individuals, there is a great and glo-
rious work of separation ever advancing
amongst us—secretly, silently, steadily 2d-
vancing,—mote radicol, more irreconcileable,
more permaneatly disuniting, than the feuds
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which keep hostile tribes apart, or the wars | converted by white men. ‘I'hese are but fore-
from which new nations spring! As our pre-, runners, the preparers of the way "r the ne-

sent mortal existence goes out, day by day, up-
on the ebbing tide of time, Divine Truth, like
a rock in the midway of waters, cleaves in
twain the current of our spiritual life, and
the two streams of human souls, thus parted,
flow on, each to its own ocean of eternal :s-
tiny—Heaven or Hell!

O thon Llessed word of might and grace,
seed incorruptible from the source of life, |
irrevocable mandate of happiness and woe,
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
Leart, How lorg shall they dare to veal with
thee as if thon wert a word of man, and not .
of Gud? How long shall it be deemed a
matter of indifference or mere custom to wait
upon thy ministrations ?  Awake, awake, put
on strength, that the careless daughter of
Zion may cease to be at ease, that the dwell-
ers in the dast may be lifted up, that the na-
tions of the earth may be converted to the

tives themselves, Hindooism has had its re-
formers from Gautama to Nanuk, and,. for

. one, look to the spread of the Church in In-
~dia by a Christian Nanuk, a native apostle

with the spirit and power of Elizs. Hindoo
Chiristianity will in its forms and feelings be
no more like Scotch Christianity than the tra-
dition, habits and modes of thought of the
Hindoos and Scoteh are alike. A time will
come, when the native Church must so grow
as to deiiver itself from the tutelage of the
Western missionary and assume its own na-
tural independence and God-given mode of
development.  What shape that development
will take depends on the present.”

Such is the argument in favor of instile-
{ions in India; and the question is one of deep
interest to every rightly informed Christian
mind, that contemplates such a colossal frame-
work of filthy idolairy as India presents. But

Lord! dmen. !has the argument no force as regards our
i Church in Nova Scotia, New Brurswick and

0 Prince Edward Island? Shall we ever suc-

ceed without a training institution for a na-

Gleanings t tive colony, growing out of the country and

i recipnl-i)c:]l‘ling theffeelir;gs of ]the peopl(i‘,b feel-
s - ; Iing all the ties of a colonial home and burn-
ARY ma(‘oxu;c(é;r ii}s ’f:mmcn OF :;ng with patriotisn}, not to Sqot}am’., bu.t'to

’ AR 1 this country and with the Christian ambition

A questiox of very great interest is now ) of spreading the gospel in the land that gave
cugaging the atteation of those interested in ! them birth?  Should the *let-well-alone-peo-
Indian Missions, namely the comparative use- | ple” the numerous well-as-we-are class an-
fulness of preaching a direet evangelization | swer this in the affirmative; then we would
in the usual way, and educational missionary | simply ask them to point out any Church that
Institutions, The evangelization of India has : has succeeded without means, however small,
hitherto been attempted in both methods, but, | of training a native agency. What Church
as appears from the influential testimonies . but our own would have even existed without
cited in the ome Record, with much greater 1 it?  With what misery and destitution, with
success on the part of the education’t Institu. | what suffering and discouragement to the lay

ROV TUE ““ IIuME AND FOREIGN MISSION-

tions. Such Institutions, it is well known,
are maintaired by our own and other Chris-
tian Churches in the capitals of the three In-
dian Presidencies, Bombay, Madras and Cal-
cutta. ‘The arguments in favor of institutions
are these. (1). What converts there are in
Bombay are mainly due, divectly, or indirect.
Iy to the Institutions and not to bazaar
preaching. (2). The great missionary sociaty,
the American Board of Missions, has been
laboring by means of preaching, in Bombay
since 1814, and been obliged to abandon the
work there for want of an Institution. (3).
Only in such institutions can the missionary
ohtain a regular audience. 'The threc Institu-
tions in Bombay ave. giving daily instruction
to about a thousand boys. (4). More actual
instruction in the truths of Christianity, will
i & made by the missionary, who teaches a Bi-
ble Class only an hour a day, than by the
preacher, who goes forth to the streets or vil-
lages for double that time daily. (5). “Add
to all this,” says one eloquent writer, *that
only thus can a native ministry be raised such
as the Hindoo Church if the future will res- ;
pect. ‘They mistake, who think India will be

leaders of the Church and the few laborers
left upon the field, and with what shameful
and almost irreparable neglect of a whole ris-
ing generation has this standing miracle of
eur existence been associated! Our experi-
ence tells powerfully in favor of the al.ove ar-
gument : and may our experience, that of our
Indian missionaries and of all the Churches
that ever existed in the would teach this les-
son to the minds and hearts of our people in
these Lower Provinces; that, whatever may
be our difficulties and weakness, we must set
about the furmation of a training institution
for a native ministry to supply the pupils of
our churches and stations, and furnish labor-
ers for foreign duty.

MADRAS MISSION.

Recently, the annual examination of the
Church of Scotland’s Mission Schaol at Ma-
dras took place, at which the pupiis acquitted
themselves remarkably well, The following
cheering items are gleaned from the report of
the Rev. Mr. Wright, temporary superinten-
dent. Thelatesupérintendent has been trans-
ferred to Bombay, and a permanent successor
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has not yet been appointed. Mr. Turton has |
been appointed assistant-superintendent of the ‘
institution, and Mr. James Corner, head mas-
ter. Three catechists conduct alternately, :
divine service every Sunday morning and eve-
ning, and Wednesday evening, at the back
gate of the mission house, where the attend-
ance on Sunday averages 50 Christians and
140 heathens. Three branch schools are
maintained throughout Madras, attended by
172 boys. At St. Andrew’s native Church,
the Rev. Jacob J. David is assisted by three
elders, one deacon and two catechists, 'The
number of communicants is 119, and the ave-
rage attendance on Sunday morning between
160 and 200, At Vellore station, the Rev.
Juseph J. David is assisted by one catechist
and four teachers, Ie has two places of wor-
ship and an encouraging attendance. The
Rev. Daniel Jacob, another licentiate of the
institution, is labouring at Siaunderabad, and
the Tamil mission there is in 2 prosperous
condition,

ALEXANDRIAN MISSION,

Mr. McGregor, one of our ministers, who
has lately visited Alexandria, writes to the
Home Record, strongly in favour of our Jew-
ish Mission in that large city. He says: I
was thankful to God, that the Church of Scot-
Jand had such missions in the east. .. ... ..
A well-equipped and firmly established Chris-
tian Mission in a great Jewish centre, which
seeks the good of all, and more especially of
our own expatriated fellow countrymen, and
which opens its schools to others besides Jew-
ish children will, T humbly think, be found on ;
trial to be the most successful Jewish Missi-
on. On some such principle is our Jawish
Mission based and cavried on.  The success
of the mission in Alexandria, under Mr. Yule,
has been unwontedly great. A flourishing
congregation of British residents have been
gathered, Mission schools afford a sound and
cheap education. The late Said Pacha, a
Mussulman Prince, presented the mission with
a floating chapel, fitted up with library, read-
ing room, piace of worship, and a grant of land
worth £30080. ‘T'he land has heen <old, a site
for a Church purchased, and £1000 remains,
a8 the nucleus of a building fund. "T'o make
up the remainder, Mr. McGregor makes to the
Church an appeal, which ought to find a re-
sponse in every parish in the Jand.

THE GLASGOW SABBATH SCHOOL ASSCCIATION

Held their sixteenth annual meeting in the
City Hall, on the 4th of Mazch, when the fol- |
lowing statistics were read :—

In thecity, 106 schools, 1356 teachers, 11,-
443 scholars,

In the suburbs, 19 schools, 262 teachers, 1,-
921 scholars.

ADJOINING PROVINCES,

Tho Gospel in Italy.

IN fow countries has the pregress of mis-
sionary effort in the cause of the Gospel been
more remarkable within recent years than in
Ttaly. In order duly to appreciate the present
state of things, we must remember that only
a few years ago—certainly less than twenty
years ago—the whole peninsula was closed
against evangelical efforts, The Church of
Rowme had undisputed sway, and tolerated no
movement of a Protestant kind. The ov'y
exception wag, that in two valleys of Piedmont
the faithful Chureh of the Vaudois maintain-
ed ity integrity—holding fast the scriptural
faith of its fathers, and only differing from
Protestants in the fact that it had never re-
ceived the corruptions of Rome, and therefore
had never required to prolest against them,
But the Vaudois, although left in the enjoy-
ment of liberty amongst themselves, were so
hampered by restrictions as to be virtually a
persceuted people. 'They lay under various
disabilities; they could not carry their native
liberties with them beyond the confines of
their own valleys; they dared not proclaim
their evangelical faith to their own Italian
countrymen. Their singular history had at-
tracted the interest of ail branches of the Pro-
testant Church, and, especially through the
exertions of the late Dr. Gilly of Norham and
the late General Beclkwith, they had been sup-
plied with means for the proper equipment of

- their churches and schools, so as to preserve

their sixtsen parishes, with pastors and school
masters, in a proper state of efliciency, It
seemed to Christian observers as if that little
church must surely have been preserved in its
purity, in the midst of such darkness and cor-
ruption, and through such fiery trials of suffer-
ing, for some great purpose in the religious
history of Italy—and accordingly it was helped
not only for what it was at the time, but for
what in the providence of God it might one
day become.

Such expectations have not been disap-
pointed. Upon ampler liberty being granted
to the Vaudois in 1848, they immediately
availed themselves of it to proclaim to the
Ttalians, as opportunities were granted them,
tb‘blad tidings of salvation, through faith in
ChW®®  And now, after less thantwenty years
of labor, what have they been able to accom-
plish ? Their stel m the valleys remains com-
plete as before. Their churches and schools
there are all supplied. Their theological
school is removed to Florence ; but_in the
valleys they have their college or grammar
school, with 70 students ; their normal school
for training schoolmasters and lay-mission-
aries, with 30 pupils; and a_boarding.séii-
nary, for the training of female teachers, with
65 pupils. Beyond the valleys they have 37
missionary labourers. These are’ stationed
in different parts of Italy—from Courmayeur,
at the base of the Alps, and Erescia in the
north, to Palermo and Naples in the south,
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Tuto Venelia ‘and the Papal territory, they
dare not go, but they find their way to all
other partsof the country. Of the 37 agents,
15 are pastors, 7 are lay-missionaries and 16
areschaol-teachers,  Of the theologicul school
in Florence, Dr Revel, President of the Mis-
«ion Baard, reports:—* Our school is no
doubt of modest Cemensions, but, if I mis-
take not, it is precisely such as suits a church
and a.work like ours; and it sufficiently an-
swers the end we have in view. You know
that our principle is to look not so much to
the guantity as to the quality of'the students
whom we would prepare for the solemn func-
-tions of the holy ministry and the preaching
... of .tbe Gospel.- Last-year (1862) we had

12 students, 3 of whom (ex-priests) dappoint-
ed us. Al of them gave satisfuction in their
examinations, but 3 of them have some pri-

~vate studies to complete during the first part
of this year. -The other 2 received ordination
on 25th of September last in our church at
‘T'arin, and are now employed, on one of them
1n the Island of Elba, and the other at Luceca.
We commence-this year of 1863 with 7 regu-
lar students, who give us every satisfaction.

What a light does the present position of
this missionary church cast upon its past
history and its wonderful preservation!

Nor is the work of making known the Gos-
pel in Italy confined to the Vaudois Church.
Dr De Sanctis, and many others who have
left the Romish commurion and embraced the
Progestant foith, have preserved a separate
position from the Vaudois, This is not to be

wondered at. It is not surprising that those -

who have come out of Rome should have a
certain amount of prejucice against church
arganization of any kind. Thay bave so suf-
fered at the hands'of a church system, and
have known Christian truth and liberty to be
v sacrificed by it, that theyare apt torush
%o the conclusion--the less of church system
the better. But there is room enough and
work enough in Italy for all that love the Gos-
pel, aud we may wish them all God-speed,
irhatever be their present views as to church
ovder or government. ‘The great matter is
for all to seck simply to publish the Gospel.
As was said by the minister at the ordination
servico of the two Vaudois students referred
0 above—" What is wanted for Italy is not
that it be made Lutheran, nor Anglican, no,
nér yet Vaudois—but that it again be made
€hristian.”

In the single city of Milan there are no
fewer than five places (smaller or greater)
now open for evengelical preaching in
Ttalian.

An interesting movement has commenced
in the city of Naples—about the last place on
the Continent where one, judging from its
condition a few years ago, would have look-
od for anything like an evangelical or even
an educational interest. A evangelisation
hias been in operation there for the last two
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years, Its report, recently issued, states:—
“This society, sinceits formation in the spring
of 1861, hus hired three places for public wor-
ship, paid or assisted three evangelists, found.
ed two large schools for boys, and supplied
a portion of the funds for a girls achool. It
provides a colportuer, and offers for sale or
free distribution a large number of Bibles
and religious tracts, and has itself printed in
! Naples more than 10,000 copies of such tracts,
At the present time it gives the use of a large
room in San Tommaso d’ Aquino to the pas-
tor G. Appia, and to two evangelists, the
Marquis Crer* and Sig. Peccenini, who there
preach and give religious instruction to largs
congregations several times a-week. Five
teachers, of whom three are reformed priests,
teach in the schools. By offering the induce-
ment of clementary cducation to the young,
by evening classes for adults, and by confer-
ences and sermons for all classes, the society
has been enabled, with God’s blessing, to bring
together, in so important a stronghold of
Romanism as N {)les, the essential clements
of an evangelical Italian Church, which is
daily advancing, Loth prudently and in ear-
nestness, in the work of its organization.
‘This reappearance of Gospel truth, after the
lapse of three centuries, in a Jand where
Valdesso, Bernands Occhino, and so many
others had introduced it at the reformation,
cannot but be hailed with joy by the sincers
friends of Protestantism of all religious de-
nominations.” The president of the society,
Dr Strange, a highly respected Scotch phy-
sician, wha has been n residznt of Naples for
many years, says in a pyivate letter, ¢ Qur
| Hmeat desive at present is to establish as many
“ schools as our funds will permit, upon atrict-
11y Protestant principles, in which reading the
Word of God and seund rehgious instruction
will form the principal objects ; and we have
therefore kept aloof from all compromise with
Roman Catholic teaching en the one side,
and merely secular teaching without any re-
ligion on the other. We have every reason
to be thaukful to God for proapering our
work as He has done hitherto, and we trust
that we are now sowing seed which will pro-
duce a rich harvest to eternal life to many
souls heveafter,”

Anotherimportant and most hopeful fact in
the present condition of Italy is the desire of
the people to possess copies of the holy scrip-
tures. The British and Foreign Bible Soci-
ety has disposed of a very large number -of
Italian Bibles during* the past few years,
Many of our readers may be aware that the
National Bible Society of Scotland also has
given its attention to this field of Christian
usefulness. Through their much estemed
correspondent, the Rev. Dr Stewart of Leg-
horn, they employed last year 13 colporteurs,
whose united sales for the year amounted to
4628 Bibles and Testaments. The same
agents sold 38,104 religious bocliiz and tracts.
—0O. & F. Record.
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Tue following lines have been sent to us
for publication in the Record. The subject of
them—for many years an Elder of St. Mat-
thew's Church, Halilax—has been lately se-
-moved to the Better Land, full ¢f years, yet
in the midst of his usefulness,—a pattern to
us all in life and practice. His netive but un-
ostentatious benevolence, bis sincere and prac-
tical piety, his kindliness of heart and manner,
will keep his name remembered .. revered
for many a long year by a very large arcle of
attached fiiends. In him we mourn the loss
of a father and a friend with whom we have
often taken sweet counsel, and whose long
friendship will remain the greenest spoi on
our memory :—

HIx is but sleeping—do not call this death,
S0 calm, so placid, with his wonted smude;
Gently he yicided ap his flecting breath;
And left the body but to rest awhile.

*Tis only sleep—that form will wake again,
Those lipg now mute will Join the angels’ song,
Those eyes with bright intelligonce will beaw,
In greeting to s luved unes 'mid the throng.

*Tis only sleep—the trumpet’s awful sound,
Will bid the slumberers in the tomb arise s

The dead in Christ shall wake with joyous bound,
And haste to mect their Saviour in the skies.

*Tis only sleep—the type of heavenly rest,
Where tears shall be forever wiped away,
Where cures and trials shall no more perplex
God's cosen ones thruugh an eternal day.

He's but asleep. and we must soon resigs,
These fading bodies to the silent tomb
There we must rest till one and ail appear
Refore dehovah’s throne, to hear their doonu.

Butwhen from sleep these forms to life shall wake,
‘Uhey shall be changed by Heaven's high decree.
‘L he earthly shall be spintually clothed,

The Mortal robed in Immortality.

HALIPAX, ArniL 7TH.

0

- Colenso---Mosaic Narrative True.
lue readers of the Record are aiready
aware of this heretical Bishop’s extraordinary
wourk,awork in which he assaults the genuine-
ness ot the Fentateuch, and declares the nar-
rative of the flond, Exodus, and laws of Moses
fictitious. The sight of a Bishop fetching ar-
guments against the writings he was sworn
(and that voluntarily too) to defend, is not in-
structive.. Xt is to be regretted that the dig-
nitaries of the Church of England have shown
themselves powerless toexecute what the hum-
blest Presbyterian body in the land would
have at once.enforced, and thus failed there-
by both,to,vindicate their own sourdness in
the faith.and cut off the corrupt branch, This
wegknegs. may yet lead to still worse results,
+h is, Colenso has published a

consec
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work on the Fpistle to the Romans, and it
what the apostle says as to men corruptin the
faith, waxing worse, deeeiving and being de-
ceived, be taken as a guide, we may look fur
an undermining as well as destroying the bat
tresses of our faith, Meanwhile, let us at-
tempt to show the truthfulness of Maoses, hy
an examinatim of his writings,—one of the
Lest ways of disposing of the claims of an
author, and endeavor more especil'y to au.
swer the objections drawn from the Flood,
Bxodus, and laws of Moscs,

As to the first-of these points, ¢ How so ma-
ny animals could be disposed of in tne Ark,”
is the Bishup's great diffienlty, and what Jod
indeed to his scepticism.  Now, there are two
ways of salving that kaot : one by the ancient.
and another by the modern savans,  Buffun
hield that 300 was tic largest numiser of pairs
of arimals that requived to be confined, and
a vessel of upwards of 40,000 tons could safe-
ly accommodate these. Hugh Miller, again,
asserts that the deluge was butlocal, and that
all terrestrial animals would not require to he
lodged. Lither way you have the whole dis-
posed of, and vet Moses not impugned. Whe
s seould this uifling difficulty, tuon, be made
, an insupecable objection against the Ark, and .
| consequence, againot Moses who describes jt
. . As to the Bxodus, ¢ How Jacobi’s 75
, sculs could hav. multipiied in so short a time

tu so many millions,” is sufficiently answerel
) by your correspondent in the March Record.
; It may be hard for us now-a-days to answer
; this question in detail, but then our opponents
j cannot show that the answers given in that
; number are not true 5 and this is much, in
other wards, Colenso's numbers do not refute
Moses’ census 3 they only serve to show how
hard it is to account for the increase in the
i children of Israel, But, now, at what are we
to estimate this ohjection?  Suppose that
instead of hundreds, Haliburton had made
, theusands of Acadians expelled the Provinee
i & century ago; would that have overthrown
 the fact of their expulsion? Account for the
largeness of the numbers as you may—sup-
1 pose, even, that theexact figures could notnow
be realized—what thea? Is the fact of their
expulsion, and the circumstances thereof, to
be doubted? Impossible. Modern names
and remembrances show these to be too true ;
and as little is Moses, when he speaks of the
large increase of the Israelites, to be discre-
dited. Rationalize as we may as to the rate of
increase, the fact remains that they became a
very large host.

But, I, We come to graver matters.

The laws of Moses are pronounced a fiction,
on similar grounds. Now we think that the
statutes given to Israel can be satisfactorily
demonstrated to any reflective mind. Their
proof is to be found in the history, character
and customs of the Jews to this day. Take
asinglefact: therite of Circumcision. Whence
did the modern Jews receive that custom?
From progenitors, who handed it down frem
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Abrakam a8 Moses wiote. In consequence,
the nation has all along practiced the rite to
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1to the skilful surgeon and be cured of your
i blindaess, Then you will see what I sce, ani

‘this day. This is enough. It proves Moses” jnut stand in need of any defintion. The ar-
account of the Cirenmcision, and therefore of , gument is valid and without flaw 3 the faultis

the cause of the distinction of the Je..s, to be
-correct:  ‘fo appreciate this argument, let us
suppose Haliburton to have written sowme
singular fietions as to the iuhabitants of this

province being descendants of people of color,

accustomed to sacrifice thair childeen, and, in
consequence, so many infants yet yealy im-
molated:  How cusy fur a Nova Scotian 10

{ in your eye.” :

, But suppose the blind man should reply-
. What da youmean by secing?  1donotsee;
, but you are dreaming. It is dark all round
me, aud dwk round every one. For Iam as
much 2 human being as you are,  Andas for
soar assertion, that 1 was born blind, differ.
. ent from other people, itis contrary to all my

yefute the stander : I never heard of such a | knowledge and experience. I have no doubt

custom from my fathers, nor does it anywhere
provail in the province.™  ‘T'he historian would
-~ -beinstantly covered with shame. But, now,

Moses tells of a whole people’s peculiarities

~-and* customs,; ‘vet verifled ; of statues and
rites that to this day mould and contvol the
~seattered” Jews 3 “forotelis their banishment
~-and tells its catise.  What Jew but is in him-
self & witness of the truth of Deuteronowy ?
-+The whole peopie, inn their rites and man-
- pers, are Witnesses 1o it. Monuments to its
aceuracy- you have in Circumscision and the
vearly Passover.  Let an fnfidel try to upset
the authotity of Mases asa Lawgiver, and the
whalé race o Jaracl in their present exclusive-
ness of religion, mannes aud rites, would rise
up to testify against his impracticable attempt.
“No'3 " Moses and the present Jews stand or
fall together. An argument against which
neither Bishop nor Deist can urge an objec-
tion, is here presented. And who believes
not Moses, let Lim account for the modern
Jew; if he can. A. WL

0

Two easy Liessons on Great Subjects.
Tug friend of a blind man was very auxi-
ousto pive him an idea of colours, and hada
long discussion with him. It was Lowever
-unsatisfactory and fruitless ; he tried in vain
to frame an telligible definition. ‘The blind
‘man; unable to attach any meaning to ti»
words he uttered, bedame at last impatient
and irritated, and exclaimed : * Stop, I be-
seech you, to torment me with empty words,
which convey nomeanitig. There yougo on,
‘saying red, white, white, red—mere vocables,
in-which there is no sense. 1 want a regular
wmathematical definition, something that I can
comprehend, and if I may so say, hear dis-
tinctly. “Then I will credit that there are
such things in the world as different colours.”
Is not the poar obstinate blind man to be
‘pitied? And is not his friend likewise to be
piticd; who undertakes to give him a defini-
tion of colours, so that he snall comprehend
themand perceive them by the sense of hear-
ing? Would not the honest and kind way
of treating him be to say: *Sa long as you
are blind it is impossible for you to under-
stand this; in order to know the meaning of
red and white, it is necessary to see? Come

, the people who talk about light and colours
, are ossessed of a fixed idea, which fills their
{ imagination with these conceptions. ‘There
is no such thing as light; I have lieard many
, things, 1 have listened carefully to all kinds
, of soahds, and never was able to discover
, sucl a thing,  And as for vour surgeon and
; the painful operation you propose, why should
i 1 sulject myself 1o certain pain?  1know you
i are only mocking me, and would fain deprive
| me of the inward, true, and real clearness of
{ thought which I possess.”

1 Such blind men cannot of course exist in
! the naiural world, and why not? Because
t there are thousands of men who see against
1afow who are blind. But supposing there
{was only one seeing man among a thousand
; blind, would they not be tempted to speak in
j this manner, and would they not be equally
i foclish and wrong? 1t is thus that so many
! who are spirituaily blind say with the Phari-
i sees, ¥ Are we also biind?  How is this pos-
L sible #  The uataral man says “ Theye is no
i Spirit of Gud, because I have not experienced

his existenee and influence.”  We do not de-
iny the latter fuet, but we cannot admit tha
. the former statement is a logical inference.
 Aud we must add, that there is with the spi-
{ ritually blind a glimmer, which would fail w0
+ allure thea to the light and the Physician.
t

1.

]
| “Bat, friend, this is really too bad! In
vour abstivacy you isolate yourself complete-
{1y, and will not allow theTight to_penetrato
j into your cell.  You reject everything with-
out examinstion, and adhere to your opinions
with the most unjustifiable pertincity and
confidence. You ought to read and examine
the learned works of all deep thinkers, ere
{ou presume to give your opinion. Ycu sit
here in perfect ignorance of the wonderful
activity of thought, which now characterises
the world of thinkers in their search after
truth. You have not even read the most im-
portant work of ——, which contains so ma-
ny new disclosures ; you condemn it without
having seen it. Do you call this reasonable ?
Why do you cleave to traditionalism in such
att indolent and slavish manner 2 - Excuse my
warmth, but I am concerned for you, We
must progress with the times and hear-every
opinion, for it may possibly contain the truth.”
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Thus one theologian addressed the other, ! 4 Just the reverse,” was the reply. *The
when he was interrupted.  * Possibly contain | irrational and presumptuous conduct is on
the truth! Do you perceive what you have | the part of those who deny and oppose the
conceded ? You admit that you do not yet, testimony and experience of men, who have
know the truth and are only guessing at it,  been in the Jand of truth—oppose them sole-
snd still profess to be a theologian ” ly because their testimony does not harmonise
“ What do you mean? We all know that | with the imaginary and erroneous maps.”
weare imperfect and liable to err, and thatno| During this explana:ion the fiiend had be-
person should have such confidence in himself | come serious, and instead of thinking abont a
as to exclude the views of the whole brother- | reply, listened sincerely and earnestly. ‘The
hood of thinkers, and not allow them to mo- true theologian perceiving this, took bis hanl

dify and cotrect his opinigns.”
“You are quite right,” replied the true
theologian, “so long as it concerns mere

|

with a warm, affectionate grasp, and k\yix}g
hold of a Bible, opened it and read Johu vii.
i7: «If any man will do the will of God, he

opinions, and I do not object in.that caso to ! shall know of this doctrine that it is of God.”
your plan, only tuke care that you really con- | # This rule refers,” he added, * to an under-
_sultallthinkers. But when we possess some- | standing of the Old Testament, in which Je-
thing more than an opinion, when we have a ; sus speake, and of the New, which is based
coniction, we db not look out s0 eagerly for j on the Old. The centre of all is God’s wil
novelties and are indifferent to the variety of | to redeem and renew us. The wag : Iumil-
views expressed by people; and when we ity of the sinner, and sincere prayer for grace

have more than conviction, again, whan we
have heart-experience, and faith, a gift of
God,—when we have found the truth, the
real living truth, it is not unnatural, nor is it
presumptuous to say, ‘No man can give me
another truth.! 1 do not wisl'to be like the
heathen, who asked ¢ What1s truth ?” while
Truth Personified stond all the time before
him. How few stand before the quiet coun-
tenance of Iim whose silence taught the
proud Roman ; how few enter into solitude
with Him! YThey admit with Pilate I find
10 fault in ithe man, but they allow Him to
be crucified, and prefer continuing asking
questions,”

“1 don't understand you, and instead of
your mystic witticisms and allegorising—
please speak distinetly.”

*You understand me, I dare say, very
well. I cannot help speaking in parables,
and must take leave to add another, but one
which shall give you no cause to complain of
obscurity, You have seen several maps of
Africa, and you have noticed that there are
various and contradictorv pictures of the in-
terior country. In a society of geographers,
a new map of Alrica was examined and dis-
cussed. They compared it eagerly with for-
mer maps, and the greatest interest and ex-
citement prevailed. Only one man appeared
quite indifferent, and showed no desire to see
tie new map. Blamed on account of his
apathy, he replied : ¢ I have just arrived from
Cudiz; I have lived and traveiled several
years in the interior of Africa.’ Was this
man’s indifference faolish? And was it not
clear that the gevgraphers had no other know-
ledge of Central Africathan that derived from
@aps?” :

‘The fiiend replied, not without annoyance,
*1 dee what you mean; but this is the un-
pardonable and irrational presumption of
your party. You say, ¢ We alone know the
ruth, we have Leen in the land of truth,
while {ou athers ave merely guessing about
.it, and kuow only maps 1"

and iilumination.”—Good Words.

—— Qe

TaE CHURCH IN NOFA SO07I4.
Harirax, Nova Scoris,
Session Room St. Malthew's Church,
th May, 1863.

At which time and place the Prasbytery of
Halifax in connection with the Church of
Scatland met, according to appointment, and
was constituted with prayer., .

Precent: Rev. G. V. Stewart, Moderator;
Rev. Messrs. Martin and Scott, ministers;
Measrs. Watt and Taglor, elders.

‘The minutes of lasy ordinary meeting were
read, sustained, and ordered to be engrassed.

Mr. Stewart reported that he had rulfilled
all his appointments at Musquodoboit and
Truro, and received his usual appointments
at these places for the ensuing quarter.

The Moderator repozted that he had fur-
nished Mr. Boyd, on his leaving tie Provinee
for Greay Britain, with a Presbyterial certifi
cate, as requested.

‘The Records of Sessions of the Churches
of St. Matthew's, St. Andrew’s, and St. An-
drew’s, Musquodoboit, were presented and
ordered to be examined at an adjourncd meet-
ing.

The minute of a pro-re-naln meeting was
read, sustained, and ordercd to be engroed.
. Mr. Scott’s resignation, tendered at the
pro re nale meeting, wasaccepted,—the Pres-
Lylery expressing their seatiments of affection
and regard.

And Mr. Grant having intimated his ac-
centance of the call to hecome Pastor of St
Matthew’s congregation, and his edict hasing
bren sorved, as ordered by the Ireshytery,
the Preshytery then proceeded to appoint an
adjourned mecting for his induction, to be
held in St. Matthew's Church on Wednosday
the 13th, ut 2 o'clack,—nublic worship o

L commence at 3 o'clock,, Mr. Stewast tu preselh
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and preside, and intimation of the same to | with the presence and counsel of Mr. Scott,

be given from the pulpit on Sabbath next.
Mr. Stewart reported that he preached in

without serious inconvenience, .
This being the last ordinary meeting prreyi.

St. Matthew’s Church yesterday, according to | ous to the Synod, the Clerk was ordered to

appointment.
Mecting closed with prayer.
*Joux Scorr, Clerk pro. lem.

Harrax, Nova Scotia,
St. Maithew's Church Scssiun Room,
13tk Alay, 1863.

prepare and forward to the Synod Clerk, the
roll of Presbytery. The Clerk was also in-
structed to open communications with the
Rev. D. MacRae, Newfoundland, inquiring
into the state of his congregation, and sym-
pathising with him, in his isolated position.
Mr. Martin brought before the Presbytery
the necessity of recommending to the Coloni.
al Committee, the Truro petition for grant in

At which time and place, the Presbytery jaid. Action was deferred until next meeting,

met according to adjournment, and was con- |

wtituted.

~- Sederunt : ‘Rev.G. W. Stewart, Moderater; |

JRev...Messrs. Seott .and Martin, Ministers;
Mesérs, Watt.and Taylor, Eiders.
‘F'he minutes of former meeting having heen

Closed with prayer.

GEORGE MoNRO GRANT, Pres. Clerk.

]

Ixpuctiox or ReV. G. M. GRANT.—We

tead and approved, the Presbytery proceeded | had the opportunity of attending a very pleas.
to examine the session-books of St. Matthew’s, | ing service on the afternvon of Wednesday
St. Andrew’s, and St. Andrew’s, Musquodo- | last at the induction of Rev. George M. Grant
hoit.  The Preshytery found that in the cases | to the pastoral charge of St. Matthew’s Con-
of all three, meetings of Session had been re- | gregation.  All the preliminary srrangements
gularly held, that the minutes were properly : having been regularly gone through,—Rer.
engrossed, and that nothing censurable ap- | Mr. Scott having resigned the pastorate of
peared in the Recards, and they ordered the i the congregation—a call having been moder-
Clerk to attest this finding in the various ses- | ated, sustained by the Presbytery, and accep-

sion-books,
The hour appointed for divine service hav-
ing struck, the Presbytery resolved to pro-

ted by Mr. Grant,—and no cbjections having
heen offered to his induction, the Presbytery
proceeded on that day to complete the pas-

ceed with the induction of the Rev. G. M. ) toral relation hetween him and his people.—
Graut to the charge of St. Matthew’s Church, | Rev. George Stewart, Moderator of the Pres-
in terms of Jast Sederunt. The Moderator | bytery, presided on the occasion ard preached
laving announced to the congregation assem- ; an excellent evangelical discourse from Isaiah
bled, the intention of the Presbytery, and kav- | xix. 20— A Saviour and a great one” Af-
ing summoned objectorf to appear, if any such | ter narrating the steps that had been taken o
were present, then procecded to the pulpit, and | forward Mr. Grant's settlement, the questions
preached from Isaiak xix. 20. After public { of the formula were put to Mr. Grant and sa-
“worship was concluded, the Moderator narra- ! tssfactorily answered; and he was then and
ted the steps that bad been taken anent the ! there by the Preshytery solemnly inducted
inducrion, and put the questions prescribed in ; pasior of the congregation. Appropriate and
the formula, to Mr. Grant.  Mr. Grant hav- | affectionate addresses were then given by the
ing sadsfacterily answered the same, was | Moderator to the pastor and congregation
then, after the usual form, admitted to the | which appeared to afford much satisfaction to

pastoral charge of the congregation of St.
Martthew’s, Hahfax, and the right hand of fel-
Jowship was given to him by the members of
Preshytery who were present.  The Rev. M.
‘Stewart thereafter suiitably addressed minis-
tars aul people on their relation and respee-
tive daties. At the conclusion of the service,
Mr. Grant proceeded te the entrance of the
Church, and there received the cordial greet-
ings of his people.
© ‘Ihe Preshytery again retired to the Sessi-
on_Room, and the name of Mr. Grant was
-addéd 1o the roll of Presbytery, and on moti-
on 6f Mr. Watt, he was appointed Cierk, pro
tem. ~

Un motion by the Clerk, it was unanimous-
1y and cordinlly sgreed to leave the name of
thie Rev. John Scott on the roll of the Pres-
bytery, & precedent having heen establighed
in the case of Mr. Martin, and the state of the

all present; and the congregation was dis-
missed with the usual devotional exercises.
Mr. Grant received at the close of tie servi-
ces a very hearty welcome from the clders,
members and friends of the church. His set-
tlement i3 an exceedingly harmonious and
promising onc; aud from his distinguished
talents as a student and preacher, high expee-
tations.may be entertained of his future use-
fulness and success amongst the Presbyten-
ans of this city.—Lresbylerian Witness.
PRESENTATION TO THE REV. MR. Mc-
CurvY.—Mr., McCurdy takes leave to thank
his friends at Folly Mountain and the Aca-
dian Iron Mines, fora handsome and substan-
tial gift IMarness Iately presented. e ace
cepts this valuable help 16 his locomotive
power, asa token of their profiting by his
ministry, and As a motive to continued and

Court bringsuch asnot topermitit to dispense | increasing cffort on his part, to make his vi-
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sits to these Io::alities, much more than mere
matters of mileage. Itis but a few years since
the name of the Church of Scotland became
known to the people of the Mountain ang
Mines’ They now enjoy the stated ordinan-
ces of that secticn of the Presbyterian Church
at regular intervals of alternate Sabbaths, and
are not behind their neighbors in honest ef-
forts to make the visits of their ministers ea-
3y and usreful. May God bless the denors
and recipient-together, and make them a mu-
tual and permanent blessing.—Col. Standard.

PRESENTATION.—Atthe St. James’ Church
Bible Class, on Friday week, Mr. Kennedy
presented the Rev. Mr. Duncan with a purse
contaimng £6, in the name of one section of
his Bible class ; and on-Saturday last another
substantial gift was sent by the other members
of the class, amounting to about £9. These
presentations must be very gratifying to the
minister of St. James,’ as showing that his
services are appreciated by the young people
under his care.—P. E. I. Protestant.

CoLLEGE HoNORs.—We are glad to see
by the Kingston Papers, that Mr. John R.
Thomson, one of our Island students, appears
very favorably on thelist of Honorsat Queen’s
College. In Latin and Greek he is first in
the order of Merit. In Mathematies he is
third in the list of Honors; and at a public
competition, he has obtained the * Montreal
Scholarship.”” Weare glad to see the Island
taking its place at the Cunadian Colleges, and
lope we may soon hear good news from cther
varters also. Mr. Thomson is a son of
saac Thomson, Esq., Suffolk Road, and was
educated first by Mr. Monk, and then by Dr.
Inglis.—1b.

Honors gained by Students from the
Provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick attending
Glasgow University.

WE copy from the Glasgow Daily Mail,
the names of the following students who have
gained distinction during the session closed
on the 1st May, at the above ancient seat of
learning »

Degree of M. D., with honors—William Fra-
ser, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

Master in Surgery—Alex. Cameron, East Ri-
ver of Pictou, Nova Scotia.

First Class Medical Certificale—J. K. McAl-

mon, New Brunswick.
Degree of M. D.—Reuben Gross, New Bruns-

-wick:
AMaster of Arts=—Daniel M. Gordon, Pictou,
Nova Scotis.
Master of Arts—J. W. Fraser, Pictou, Nova
«Scotia. - .
* PRIZES.
Nalural Philo:ophy—l)anicl M. Gordon, Pic.
tou, Nova Scotia.
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Natural Philosophy—Charles M. Grant, Pic-
tou, Nova Scotia.

Natural Philosophy—J. W. Fraser, Pictou,
Nova Scotiu, .

Special Examinations—IDaniel M. Gordon,
Pictou, Nova Scotia.

Senior Mathematics, Examination in—Daniel

. M. Gordon, Pictou, Nova Scotia.

Junior Mathematics—J. F. Campbell, Victo-

ria, Nova Scotia. .

It will be seen from the foregoing that the
Colonial students in connection with our
Church continue to maintain the standard of
former years. We:have not seen the return
from Queen’s College, Canada, but have little
doubt that there, too, they keep their ground
well and honorably.

PRESENTATION.—St Andrew’s Parish con-
gregation met on Wednesday, being for the
purpose of presenting their missionary the
Rev. William M. Philip, with token of es-
teem, expressive of their high appreciation
of his labours, on occasion of his leaving this
country to take a pastoral charge in Nova,
Scotia. The Rev. Dr. Runciman, who oc-
cupied the chair, in presenting the rev. gen.
tlemen—with a purse of sovereigns and su-
perh dressing-case, complimented him on the
faithful, devoted and successful manner in
which he had performed his ensrous duties.
Mr. Philip’s departure is deeply regretted by
the congregation, and he carries witk him
their best wishes for his fnture welfare and
success.

EsTABLISHED PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW,
—This Preshytery met yesterday in Park
Church, for the purpose of moderating in a
cail in favour of the Rev. Mr. Charteris of
New Abbey, near Dumfries, to the pastoral
charga vacant by the appointment of Dr.
Caird to the Divinity Chair in the University
of Glasgow. The Rer. Mr. Rogers of Shet-
tleston presided on the occasion, and preach-
ed from Hebrews xiii. 16 ;—* To do good
and to communicate forget not; for witn
such sacrifices God is well pleased. The
Presbytery at the same meeting ordained the
Rev. Messrs. Philip and M'Cann, who are
about to leave for Nova Scotia, in connzaction
with the Coloninl Church. The following
gentlemen were _ licenced ;—Messrs. Alex.
Xennedy, Bruce Begg, John M’Gaan, James
M’Nab, and James

»

BrarataoLE—Ordination~On_ Thurs.
day last, the Presbytery of Dunkeld met at
Pitlochry, and ordained the Rev, William.
Stewart, for some years missionary at Strow-
an, in the parish of Blairathole, to the minist
try i+ Nova Scotia, where he has recently ac-,

cepted an appointment. ...
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i i N ®
TAECHURCII AT ITOME. Church. 1t is thus gratifying to know that,
P — i while other Churches nre doing their pert in
Tho Sabbath-schools of the Church  this eminently Christian educational enter-
of Scotland, ! prise, the Church of Scotland—as is dut from
— 'its numbers, its influence—is taking the
. By the last Annual Report there ate in | lead in our country in this great work.
connection with our 1215 churches and , .The first feature of Sabbath-schools for
cliapels, 1746 Sabbath-schools in active op-  which we claim, from all who can give them
eration. "Thése séhools were taught by 11, | sympathy and support, is that they are and
450 toachers. the average attendance for should he within each congregation » model
the year was 115,427, 'The number on the | Christian organization. ‘The¥ combine at
roll, when the reports were given in, was  once advantages and characteristics of the
130,478, and total number on the roll, when ; Christian family and the Christian Church.
the reports were giten in, was 140,478 and | They have the personal instruction and the
the total number entered-during the preceed- | pastoral supervision and 1ninistration of the
ing year was 149,751. Those conversant 'other. A rightly-organized, well-taught Sab-
with schools, whether day-schools or Sab-  hath-school is at once an cnlarged Christian
bath-schools, are aware that the number | family and a miniature Christian Church.
upon the roll is the best test of the attend-  ‘There is an opportunity presented by it, such
ance and so we have the very satisfactory , as is afforded by no other part of congrega-

fact upon this point that, in 1852, 140,478
childrer: were receiving religious instruction
in the Sabbath-schools of the Church. Fur-
ther, it is stated by the Committee that it is
their conviction that there are not more than
40 congregations belonging to their commun-
ion that have not availed themselves of this
the best of all the agencies of the Church for
the planting and rearing up in its members
the seeds of Christian truth. * * *

‘The Church has during the last eleven
years had an increase of attendance upon its
Sabhaih-schools of nearly 5000 a year.

It is interesting to compare these returns
with the returns of other Churches in Scot-
land engaged in this work. From the census
statistics of 1851 we learn that the number

upon the roll of the Free Church Sabbath- |

schools was 91,428. The United Presbyteri-
an Church had at that time upon its roll 54,
324. Therewas nodetailedreportto the Free
Church Assembly last year upon this subject
but 2 committee was instructed to report to
the Assembly of 1863. The last return of
‘which we have cvidence in regard to the
Free Church Sabbath-schoolsis in 1857, when
the averageattendance was 50,820. For that
vear the average attendance upon our schools
was 95,824. The returns to the United
Presbyterian Synod last year gave the attend-
ance upon our schools as 71,533, and at
ministers' Bibles-classes 20,614—total, 92,-
249. Tt is not stated in the report whether
these are the numbers of average attendance
the numbers on the rol], or the whoie enter-
ed for the year, This, it will be seen from
our own reports, will make a difference of
several thousand. We may assume, however
that they are the number on the roll. From
the numberreported there falls to be deduct-
ed the proportion for their schools in England
and Ircgand. In the United Presbyterian de-
nominatian there are 542 charges; of these
80 are not in Scotland. If we make, then
the required deduction for them, there re-
‘main 78,633 recéiving Sabbath-school in-
struction from the %’nio:d Presbyterian

! tional work, of showing what u social Chris.
) tian organization should be. The kindly in-
, fluence of minister and teacher, the precious
vital truths of the divine Spirit, the discipline
X of affection that rules in a Sabbath-school—
all these—the best and lighest character-
’istics of a true Christian orgenization—
| may be exemplified in a Sabbath-school as
is scarcely now to be seen in any other of
our moderninstitutions. From every onewho
desires to sce Christian hearts succeed in the
cffort to diffuse, in our social system, Chris-
tian intelligence—to bind the community by
the sweet and blissful ties of Christian sym-
pathy, and centre youthful aspiration upon
heaven and Christ and God—Sabbath-schools
should receive countenance and help.  They
possess all the best characteristics of what is
! good and truc in our times; and every one
who loves his country and his God, and de-
sires the success of what will advance
famongst us national piety and Christian
truth, may, with fervour and with faith, raise
to the throne of grace the prayer—May God
bless and prosper our Sabbath-schools!

But further, we cluim support for our Sab-
bath-schools as the true nurseries of the
Church. Itis now a fact confirmed beyond
despute, that from our Sabbath-schools we
draw our best ministers’ classes; from our
minister’ classes we draw our best Sabbath.'
school teachers; and from our Sgbbath-
school teachers’ and ministers’ classes there
, come those whom every minister has most
i pleasure and confidence in admitting to the
! membership of the Church. Further, there
are none in any congregation whom a minis-
ter finds more ready to co-operate with him
in the achievement of any good Christian
work than his Sabbath-school teachers, and
those whom he has trained and helped and
taught on through the advancing stages of a
Sabbath Christian education. If, then the
membership of our Church is to be supplied
with tributary streams, we must guard and
guide the fountaing that shall feed it,—11. &
F, Record.
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(From the Lome and Foreign Record.)
Life of Dr. Robertson.

" Mg. CuantERIS’s expected Memoir of Dr.
Robertson is at length before us. It has
been to him, as he himself says, and as evary
_page shows, a “labour of love,” and our rea-

ers will find it full of intcrest. We com-
mend it to their perusal as a most impressive
record of “the sublic carcer and the inner
life” of a thoroughly emrnest and devoted

Christian man, whose heart was large in
Christian sympathies, and whose hands never
ceased in his Master’s work. The picture,
from beginning to end, is that of a modest,
simple, yet truly heroie spirit, all the pulses

of which beat in harmony with the spirit of

the Gospel, and all whose aspirations were
towards the highest. The Cgurch of Scot-
land may well cherish, with reverence and
affection the memory of sucha man. May
the hearts of many be encouraged, and their
thoughts enlarged and spiritualized in con-
templating it! We ]10})0 to be able to recur
to the volume, and in the mean time present
our readers with the following extracts from
its pages :—

VISIT OF DR. DUFF TO TIE MANSE OF

ELLON.

To one visit he always looked hack with
much pleasure. It was that of Dr. Duff, then
returned for the first time from India, and

full of the wonders and the necessities of

Britain’s Lastern Empire, Several friends
have given me concurrent testimony, that
from this time his views on many subjects
manifested a change. Not that we would at-
tempt to date his conversion at this period.
‘Thdeed, he was wont to say that he owed Lis
serious impressions, under God, to his mo-
ther's training, and their continuance to fre-
quent Perusals of Doddridge’s ‘Rise and
Progress of Religion in the Soul.’ But the
conversation of the great missionary, so full
of ardent zeal and philosophical knowledge,
kindled the kindred spirit of the country min-
ister into that burning desire to spread the
Gospel, which grew with every day of his
life, and brought him prematurely to his
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, ing the Church than any which has ever been

| printed. In the parish of Ellon he made »

¢ warm appeal to his people, and had a warm
response in a large contribution to the funds
of the scheme. '

DR. ROBERTSON AND DR. CUNNINGHAM A€
DEBATERS. |

The antagonism between Robertson and

) Cunningham, thus vigorously begun, contin-

{ued throughout the controversy, and was dc-

{ companied with well-known respect for each

J other’s powers. Both were formidable men

| in debate. Robertson,never brilliant, seldom

| peinted, always began at first principles, and

{ moved, slowly but unerringly, on to his mark

1 taking everything along with him; Cunning-

{ ham, pithy and decided, made many points,

{ frequently assumed the question at issue, al-

| ways hit straight out from the arm, but did

t not always hit themark. In the highest and

rarest qualities of a controversialist there is

iro comparison between them. Robertson

+ never lost his self-command, never descended

{to peraonality, always manifested tolerant

t charity towards those that differed from him ;

j and few, if any, as prominent and,powerful

i in party conflict, so completely restrained from
a harsh cpithet, or even an unkind word.
These, every one will allow, were not the
qualities that characterised Dr. Cunningham
in controversy.

i As a pendant to the above, we give the
following paragraph admirable alike in spirit
and in literary expression :—

| When we look back to that secession
through the changes of intervening years, we

{are more inclined to think of the bereave-

i ment which the Church of Scotland suffered

than of the errors or the faults which caused

it; for the retrospect brings us under the
shadow of death, and makes us hush the

i tones of strife by the silent grave. The

| best and greatest men whom the controversy

fsct in opposition are not numbered with the

- members of any visible Church ; but it is our

privilege, as Christians, to believe that they

arc joined in the gen val assembly and

Church ef the first-bor.. Chalmers, and

Cook, and Gordon, and Mearns, and Welsh,

grave. “Xremember,” says one. “his saying | and Lee, and many more, are, we rejoice to
o me on that occasion, that he was so much | think, united in that Church without spot or
impressed with the necessity and importance | blemish, where King and Priest are onc.
of ‘missions, that he had heen brought seri- | And, although I amicipate, it deepens our
ously to consider whether he ought not_to | solemity 1o remember that, when a year had
demit his charge at Ellon, and go out to In- { shed its showers and snows on the grave of
dia as a missionary.” God had work for him j James Robertson, bleak December, which
at home but he never lost his warm regard + I  carried himaway, bore from his brethren
for Indian missions, nor his affectionate in-, William Cunningham. They were ser face
terest in the labours of Dr. Duff. ¢ A brief| to face in many a fight, and now they rest to~
Exposition of the Principles, Operation, and ; gether. They cherished mutual vespect
Prospects of the Church of Scotland’s India | throughout the hard encounters, and ere their
Mission, drawn up by the Presbytery of El- labours on earth were closed, when one had
lon, and addressed to the Members of the i retired from public life to study the theology
Established Church within their Bounds,’| ot past ages, and the other had sacrificed
was written by Mr. Robertson, and is per- | lenrned leisure to the great cause of the evan.
.haps better adapted for its purpose of inform- | gelization of Seotland, they spoke of cach
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‘other.:88 ‘wis~to be expected of true men
-drinking at a purer-source than the muddy
waters of controversy. But now, when they
wee eye to eye, and dwellin the light of God’s
eternal love, how unworthy must seem to
those saints every feeling that erewhile
marred- the fulness of their Christian bro-
* therhood. Would that we who mourn them
«could anticipatethat union which isthe Chris-
-tian’s creed, and,-overlovking all our differ-
‘ences, ‘unite, as -hrethren ought, in a strong
.cand .constitutional;-and thus really < free,”
'Church.of .Scotland !-

“DR. “ROBERTION'S IDEA OF TIE ENDOWMENG
i g ., SCHEME.

- Mere. churches;-parishes, were not hisaim;
‘but these, in his view, were means of a gigan-
uc Home Mission. Thus he writes during
the Assembly, ‘in acknowledging the reeeipt

. of a parochial subscription, * Even as matiers

-.actually. stand-with us; we anticipate with in-
creaging confidence that we shall be able, ata
time not distant, to bring forth the headstone
of the Scheme without shoutings, erying,

- Grace;-grace-unto it.  And it is our highest
privilege of all, that we a1e encouraged so to
ery without ceasing. What we ourselves can
effect is, at best, but the construction of a piece
of mechaniam. ‘The power that is to turn this
-mechanism-to account in the manufucture of

. noble-hearted mea and women, lovers of their
kind, lovers of their country, and lovers of
their God, must come to us from above, It
must bethe work of God Himself to convert
the very dry-hones of the valley of vision in-
to an army of living men—as regards home
service, genuine Christinn patriots—as regards |
service abroad, heralds of the Gospel evén 2o |
the ends of the earth and to them that dwell
in the.uttermost parts of thesea. Butthe ery
for Liris help from above, if it be instant, ear-
nest, and uneeasing, will not be raised in vain,
but command a blessing that shall give a name
and a rank to our country, infinitely higher
than it has ever vet attained. However,
enough it iv-for us if we shall be the very
humblest instruments for bringing about a
consummation so_devoutly to be wished."—

.

(Fo Miss E. Gordon.)
YIS LAST HOURS

I .

. On._Friday evening he was able to sit by
the fire for nearly an hour, und asked his
niece to read to him the 15th ehapter of John, |
and the 34th Psalm, after which he spohe of
the:blessed traths taught m these passages— !
at the, Christian’s .safety while “abiding in
Christ,” and of our, assurauce that * the Lord
is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart”
and * saveth sucit as be of a contrite spirit.”
‘The .strong fervour of other days shook off

.the lavguor..of. disease for a few moments,
while he warmly declared that the only satis-
fying portion of a human spirit is to bein
God, being good and doing good; and when
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this thonghts went hefore him, and he apoke
of next summer’s happiness, * if we shall b
spared to return to Darnick.

He then asked what sort of night it wa,
Mrs, Robertson drew nside the hlind to look
vut, add said it was cold and dark. He im.
mediate replied: ¢ Ah, but it is a clear night
within.” "When he said this his countenance
beamed with a very sweet smile, and he evi.
dently .referred to that light - which. comet)
not from sun nor moon, which the Lord God
giveth to His own, e scemed so much
better that hopes of his recovery returped al-
tiwough the hiccup comtinued and the restless.
ness was not relieved. His brother arrived
from Aberdéenshire, but he was not informed
till next marning, when lie expressed no sur.
prise, though he evidently felt the affection
which prompyted the visit, His stepson Alex.
ander Douglas, had also joined the watchere
in the'sick-room, )

On Saturday morning his eyes and fac:
were yellower than they had been for some
days ; and his eyea at the same time gleamed
with a restless brillianey most painful to see.

In the afternoon his anxiety about his class
returned. e had not heenable to tell where
the needed lectures were; but now, with
great cffort, hie directed Mra. Robertson to
seek them out.  Mr. Nicholson called in the
afternoon and took a few with him., Lowards
the evening his pulse sank to great feebleness,
Often through the night he spoke of beiag
“ very weary,” and frequently asked the hour,
His mind began again to wander, and in his
wavering he spoke of recovery, but iu his more
collected moments he was conscious that death
was near, and sent farewell messages to biy
father and sisters, and every member of thewr
families-——naming them in the order of their
age, 1Ie gave his blessing to his brother, and
bade him say to the rest, “ I have nut done
for them all that I should have liked to do,
but I have always had a leal heart to every
one, Heblessed Alexander Douglas most af-
fectionately, and sent his love and blessing to
his young wife. With special affeation Mus.
Robertson and his nizce were remembered in
those sad and solemn hours.

‘T'he morning of Sabbath the 2d December
broke on this scene of watching and distress,
About seven A. 1. he asked his hrother to read
to him the 3d and 4th chapters of Zechariah,
which had long bheen favourite chapters,
Both professurs frequently called, but they
could only wateh and grieve, ~ Addressing Iir.
Christison, he craved his pardon if he had
ever given him offence, as any such offencs
must have been unintentional. When his
friend assured him that no offence had ever
been given, he bade him an affectionate fure-
well. ~“About one », M. Professor Miller cull
ed again, and saw that his patient was sinking
fast. Dr. Robertson had expected death, but
it may be that for 4 few moments some new
expectatioa of life possessed him, for he suid:

he ealled to mind God's mercies to hiwmself, |

*1f Lyecover from this I shall never disobey

v
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your. orders again, but work just so many ; of spiritual Jife, he eried cut, * It is not the
hours as_you id me.” * My~ denr friend,”; Convener, it is not the Committee that can
was the faithful reply, * God xeems about o do this, but the Spirit of the living God.”
call you to Himsell. to do Him serviceinuno-|  These were the last words of the faithful
ther.sphere.  You will vest from all thene la- | spirit, now speaking hack to earth from the
bours here, and your works will foilow you.” | valley of the shudow of death. At 3.30, whiie
“ Instantly my, menning was comprehended,” | prayer was being offered for him in almust
says Professor Miller, and the reply came, every city church in Edinburgh, he went up
quickly, ¢ So beit. ¥ would have uladiy re-! 1o God.
mained alittle longer and worked God’s work |
here, not as I would, but as I could, had such
‘been 1is blessed will; but it he sees it best
‘toutuke me now, 1 am ready. 1am a poor;
sinful creature ; but all my hope of salvation, . . .

«isin the righteousness that is.of Goddn Christ,,  TiE Daihousie College Bill has passed
1 place,no confidence whatever in anything 1, through both Houses, unanimously, and with-

may have done: my alone rest for acceptance ' gyy any mutilation. It was constructed on

: . , e
:"l‘l::‘t i:heﬁ;]l)gt’ln:g‘u;m;r:lsd (}tz;stG l?)d x:it ?:::::,: such broad principles that no political section

*Yes, by God's help I du,  After « pause, he Was opposed to it; nor could the representa-
continued, ‘And a8 to Free Chureh and Es- | tives of any religious body attack any of its
tablished Chureh, 1 care not.  Give me the ; provisions, as adverse to their rights or pre-
man that has such faith. Him I respect and ¢ sudicial to the zeneral interests of the T

love. We shall be together united in God in |JHCI “o‘t : generall n'ercs 8 of the Hro-
Christ—for ever. May God bless you, my  Vince. This is well. ‘We declared that we
dear sir.” Then came some words thankful | would notmove in the matter, unless the
and co:plx:ngztary “;]m}"l“e]ﬂ g ‘{,“h ; s!:ong above conditions were fulfiled: but we alse
grasp e topk my fnand and kissed 1. became bound to act immediately and encr-

pressed my lips to his cold cheek, andsawnoj o', . N .
more.” . getically, if they were, Bvery consideration

When Professor Miller left the room, Dr. , of honor and interest impels us to ga furward

R“b";‘:‘m ae?}f\\'ed flns l;les""{‘:}'s 3“ all ‘{‘t’)@r ¢ in the matter now, at any sacrifice of time or
a o Aber-

presedt, and the unlorgotien fnends iu Aber- money, that we may be called on to make.

deenshire. . . .
From two r. M. he had a great struggle,, e are in good circumstances now, to make

and could not rest fora single moment. The . the eifort. The ministers who have just ar-
. chest heaved with its last efforts; the eves yived from Scotland, and the studeats now in

grew dim and fixed. Once Mrs. Robenson . - ,

° .  Canada and in Glasgow: he Young Men’s

agked him, “ Have you peace " and unfalter- Canada < l,’ 7asgow, on the oung fen
Scheme, will tide us over the six or seven

ing as ever was his reply, * 1 am nothing but, .
a poor sinner, but Iam a sinner Jonging for, years that must elapse, before we can reap
gusus, and 1 haf\‘ e l’e“‘(’ie ‘;"d g‘.’:}’d H‘il’}?";, A | any of the fruits of Dalbousie College. Al our
ew minutes afterwards he suid, relieve <. . . .

qHes .~ ministers are enthusiastically in fav .
that this night I shall enter on everlasting lsters are rasticatly X}f or of the
vestand glory.”  After these words he hecame , Proposed scheme.  Every intelligent layman

o—

Dalhousie College.

calm for about an hour. ‘Then his mind (who
shall call it wandering? was it not faithful
return?) went back to the work of his life;
and he pleaded, in name of Christ and Him
crucified, that the Gospel might be preached
to.the.poor. and needy. ‘The words sounded
terribly hollow to the watchers by his couch
and every syllable rang through the room as he
charged the Christians of Scotland, and es-

pecially those of his own Church—doubly re-
sponsible in virtue of the very name she
bears—with the blood of the souls of their,

perishing  brethren. ¢ His right hand cid
forget its cunning, and his tongue did cleave
to the roof of his mouth, but he sull remem-
bered. Zion-~yea, remembered her in his sick-
ness above all his suffererings, even as in
health he had remembered her above his
chiefest joy.” In death, as in life, he was

mindful ‘of the “noble munificence of the

in Huiifax and P. E. Island, that has been
spoken to on the subject, hails it as a step
that ought to have been taken ten years ago.
And at the meeting of so many of our leading
; people in Pictou Presbytery, held in Pictou
y last year, on the return of the Commitwe
from the negociations in Halifax, it was una-
nimously agrced to go forward with might
and main, whenever- a Bill, such as wus
sketched by the Committee, was passed by
the Legislature. We are thus committed to
immediate action; and shame and loss wilt
, be ours, if we be found unequal to the ocea-
;sion. Let us now sce if our people are wil~
, ling to do what every other denomination in
Ithe Province has done, Let us now see if

Duke.of Buccleuch.” And once more, seek- ; their affection for their Church be real or not.
ing that. the outward organism might be full TLet ¢very staunch Kirkman in the Synod, be
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prepared, with his gold and silver, for all : and great intellect of the man becomes eno-
must do their part, in order that our Church bi‘e(tll, now tltxat it has bteenhl.xf}tled to :ﬁe}})‘:‘%““
. vof the great argument which was 13
may take root and. extend. G. twork of his future life. With a mind"filled
’ i with all the knowledge of the time, carefully
i trained and disciplined, either to dispute or
; {)crsunde, great forbearance, zeal unquencha-
b
h

0

le, courage, endurance, disinteredness in the
ighest degree, a master in the ‘school of
eloquence, we gee combined in Paul, the three
{ great qualities, which are only to be found to.
Wita't pen can pourtray the character of the  gether once in a thousand years, courage, in-
greatest of all the Aposties, so that the points . tellect and zeal, each in the highest degree.
may stand out eiear and just, without useless , No power on earth could daunt or divert him
accessories, but with the traits looking out of from his purpose, no rhetorician could foil
the living words, in all the grandeur of force or cope with him in a war of words, no work
and sim)ﬁicity? None that we know of could . or weariness, no disgrace or disappointment,
pretend to come up to the mark. The subject , no pain or punishment of the wezk body
18 inviting, but who can hope to do it justice , could quench or affect his purpose. By sea
in the colouring! Wemay {)c able to conceive ( and by land, sometimes in chains, sometimes
with some approach to correctuess, what the | in freedom, he proclaimed from city to eit{',
picture ought to be, but to draw it is quite a | {from province to province, truths unpalatebic

Scripture Sketches.
ST. PAUL. .

different ;thing. What was Paul? A man
among-men, even when a persecutor. Intre-
pidity -ond -zeal, carried almost to ferocity,
marked-the unconverted period of his career.
‘We can conceive him declaiming in the temple

and the synagogues of the Jews, with burn- !

ing, and all but frantic eloquence against the

to power, unpopular to the mass, unwelcome
to the learned, yet wherever he went he left
behind him the nucleus of a Church, and by
his single voice made Christianitly a power
and a reality in the heathen world.

Whrt majesty, what dignity, what unmatch-
ed vigour of thought and expression do we

new heresy. Fervid, impetuous and fearless, | find in his discourses? What remarkable
hurrying from city to city, appealing to pre- | wisdowi, what logical precision in his writ-
judices, te laws and ceremonies, rousing the ings! Wha" marvellous tact and beautyand
popular passions to fever heat ; and overwhel- | genius in sone of his expressions! What
ming reason, and even merey by  flaod of | arator of ancient or modern times ever equal-
burning words, poured forth with all the ve- ! led or approached the sublime Kathos, the
hemence and effect of sincere fanaticism. ' \\‘ondorf‘ur aptness combined with the lofty
Carried away himself, he carried others in the ' Christian spirit of the passage, when he
same course, by the very strength and vehe- ! exclaimed in answer to the doubting pagan.
mence of a. strong will. The carnal heart | ** Would that thou wast not almost, but alto-
was_aided by a powerful intellect and a re- ! gether such as I am, except these bonds.
lentless and sleepless resolution to extirpate | What a stroke of genius are the last three
by .main .force, what - he considered a stain | words!

upon his faith and nation. Heusedhiswon-+ But the character of Paul may he said to
derful eloquence, not to convinee the Christi- ' combine more individualities of the highest
an, hut to incite the powerful and the unthink- ! cast than that of any man that ever lived.
ing to deeds of violence. Stripes, imprison- { His writings stand alone in their uniqueness,
ment or death were the only arguments he ! clear, forcible. convincing; theart of the rhe-
would use to convinee or convert the humble ! tor,logician, philosopherand man of the world
heliever in the divinity of Jesus. We canalmost * stands out, each in all its power and complete-
fancy that we sec him hastening with his myr- i ness, leavened with the loving humility and
midons towards Damascus, eager and hopeful 1 all-embracing benevolence of the religion of
of rooting out the new sectin that ancient ' Jesus. With wonderful skill, he could adapt
city. . His whole unregenerate heart is in his | his character to his circumstances or his au-
work—the city is in sight—he is maturing his | dience, without for 2 moment compromising
plans in his own mind, when a stupendous | his principles or sacrificing his consistency.
miracle arrests him.  Speechless terror seizes | ¢ He could be all things to all men,” but hold
his attendants, a voice is heard, but they look | fast his faith and his honor, and carry outhis
in vain for any embadied form which gave it | purpose: His life and history might be studi-
utterance. The man Paul is changed; the | edasaffordinga pattern for the perfect preach-

arrogant persecutor, the ruthless accuser be-
comes at once the humble and childlike be-
liever. His zcal remains, his intrepidity is
unaltered, butitis mellowed and softened and
sanctifled with the spirit of his new Master.
All hatrid has died within him, violence of
temper and character have been cleansed and
purified of their grosser parts. The proud

er, perfect in all its details, so far as they have
come down to us. A chosen vessel, inspired
by God himself, sought out and setapart for
his Master's use, he was in every respect equal
to the great part he had to perform. The
great missiogary preacher stands before us
now in our mind’s eye, feeble in body, mean
in appearance, poor and coarse in his raiment,



" IX NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

but firm and undaunted in courage, a meek
heart, but an_eager cye and a massive brow.
He speaks—his voicc at first seems harsh and
commonplace, but the kindling of genius is
there, the scoiching words, the thrilling acti-
on, the possessed look, the soul and heart
beaming from the eager and intellectual face,
and then the besecching tone, the faith, the
love, the earnestness of greatness in deepest
earnest. Such was Paul in the Forum, and
can we wonder at his success? We will not
r to describe him at the fireside among his
friends, or within his prison walls, or under
the lash of the executioner ; thatis beyond our
power. Glorious Apostle of the Church of
the living God, in hife thou didst much for
thy Divine Master, in thy inspired writings
thou hast done more.  May thy faith, wisdom
and goodness be a lesson and a pattern to the
Church in all ages! Bera.

0
West Africa.

Trar Christianity is the hope of pagan
Africa, aid that her gradual ascent from
semi-barbarism up the scale of human intelli-
gence, to take her stand with her thousand
tribes and peoples among the civilised na-
tions of the earth, is contingent upon the un-
rivalled civilisation which Christianity alone
can introduce among them, is a fact which
every true enlightened Christian mind will at
once admit, which has learnt, even by report
alane, how deep is the moral darkness, and
how extensive 13 the desolation, which have
spread their united mantle of almost impene-
trable gloom over her beauteous rezions.—
But to have a clear and adequate conception
ot the greatness of her moral and intellectual
degradatior;, an enlightened and evangelised
man must gaze upon her with his own eyes,
and wander through her Edens of natural
loveliness amd grandeur, and eontemplate her
ignorant, pagan inhabitants in contrast; and,
as he reflects on their dread superstitions,
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enlightened forefathers, who, instead of send-
ing the good news of salvation to the ances-
tors of the present race of pagan Africane,
sent slave ships, and gold, and silver‘to carr
on an unrighteous and inhuman traffic, whic
spread rapine and desolation through many a
wild but beautiful glen, and retarded and
threw back for ages the advancement of civi-
lisation. ,

It is proposed, in a series of brief papers,
to exhibit the fearful reboundings of the
slave-trade, and the sac consequences of the
unhappy introduction of ardent spirits and
gunpowder among the tribes bordering ou
the Gold and Slave Coasts, to show what has
been done at present by the Christian Church
to remedy these evils, and to offer sugges-
tions bearing on future and more extended
enterprise for the improvement of the moral
and social condition of the millions of pagans
existing within the above-mentioned range of
observation. ’ .

It may be stated, in brief, that within the
range of country referred to, there are labor-
ing at present the following missionary socie-
ties :—Commencing westward, from the Eng-
lish settlement of Dixcove, and proceeding
eastward, we have the Wesleyan Missionary
Society, occupying numerous stations along
the coast and in the interior districts; and,
extending into the interior northwards as far
as Kumasi, the blood-stained capital of Ash-
antee. That society has also stativns among
the Popoes; one in Whydah, the chief port
of Dahomey ; and others at Lugos and Ab-
beokuta, ’

Next in order is the Basle Missionary
Society. Its stat’ons extend inland from Ac-
cra to the Aguapini Mountains, Kroba, and
Akim.

Farther eastward are the stations of the
North German Mission, reaching inland from
Quittah "to the Wehgbe country, which ex-
tends northwards hetween the Volta and the
kingdom of Dahomey.

Farther eastward still are the numerous

their wild and fearful orgies over the remains | stations of the Church Missionary Saciety,
of deceased relatives, and the thousands of , commencing at Badagry and Lagos, ani

human vicims vainly sacrificed to deprecate
the anger and secure the approbation of an

stretching inland to Abbeokuta, and other
states of the great Yoruba tribe; ani lasfly

unknown God, he will drop a tear of tender , the North American Baptist Board of Mis.
pity over the scene of misery, and declare , S10NS, whose stations commence at Lagos,

that nothing but the hand of Omnipotence
can arrest the evil and effect the desired
change.

Painful as are the sensations which must
be experienced by the Christian philanthro.
phist when' contemplating a subject so over-
whelming, their intensity is increased by the
consideration, that while the ignorant and
degraded pagan of every clime has a strong
claim on his enlightened sympathies, the be-
nighted African is pointed out to him by
Divine Providence ag the peculiar object of
his care, by so much as he is a sufferer at the
present moment from the cruel avarice of his

and also extend inland into the same regions
as those of the Church missions.

These various evangelising agencies are all
lahoring in harmonious concord ; but, alas?
they are almost lost, as it were, among the
millions of our degraded fellowmen, to whom
they are earnestly endeavaring to convey the
gospel of our common salvation.

There are also other interesting appliances
of civilisation in infant progress, consistin
of mode] agricultural establishments, &c., all
of which shall hereafter have due notice, as
they stand in our order of arrangement.—
Work of the Christian Church.



140 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

A Visit to Dahomey.

Tre Able Borghero, Superior of the Dah-
omey Mission of the Church of Rome, gives
an account of a recent visit to the court of
Dahomey. We extract a fewr passages, des-
criptive of seenes which he witnessed. The
following is a view of a grand military dis-
play, in which the ¢ Amazons’ took a promi-
nent part :— .

*The king gave the signal for attack, and
the first part of the performance began. The
entire army examined the pesition of the
town they were ahout to besiege ; they ad-
vanced, creeping on their hands and knees,
20 08 not to be perceived by the enemy, their
arms lowered, and preserving a rigorous si-
lence:

‘In the second part of the performance,
our amazons advanced with head erect, Of
the three thousand women, two hundred, in-
stead of carrying guns, were supplied with
great cutlasses like razors, wielded with both
hands, a single blow of which is sufficient to
ocut a man in two; these were sheathed at the
time.

¢In the third act all were at their post
ready for the fight, with arms shouldered and
cutlasses drawn. Defiling hefore the king,

some of the troops wished to give him spe- !

cial assurance of devotion and promises of
success. At last they were all massed in
battle array, drawn up before the point cf
uttack. The king arose, placed himself at
the head of the column, harangued the war-
riors, inflamed their courage, and at a given
signal they threw themselves with indescrib-
wble fury on the mound of thorns, fell back
u~ if repulsed by the enemy, and returned
three times to the charge, effecting all these
maneuvres with incredible precipitation.—
“Vhey sprang upon the thorn-covered rampart
with the ease and agility of a stage dancer,
and crushed -beneath their naked feet the
sharp points of the cactus.

“On the first assault, when the most val-
jant had already gained the summit of the
house, a female soldier, whe was at one end
of it, fell 1o the ground from & height of five
metres.  She dislocated her arm, and sat
dawn despondingly ; the other amazons were

stiving 10 excite her courage, wheun- the king |

nnexpectedly came up, looked at her, and
nitered an expression of indignation, where-
upon she jumped up as if electrified, went
through the manceuvres once more, and dis-
tinguished herself so much as to carry off the
first prize. It is impossible to describe the
whole scene. A storm that raged at the
time, and the lurid aspect of the heavens ob-
scured by a thunder-cloud, gave a still more
animated and somewhat ideal effect to the
whole spectacle.

“In Dahomey, the principal posts are oc-
cupied simultaneously by two individuals ;
the old officer who is in possession, and his

successor, who serves a sort of novitiate pre-'!
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vious to the dismissal or the death of the for-
mer. It is the same with the gsnreralship of
the amazons. The oll commander, whose
thoroughly military appearance reminds one
of our own veterans, made a short but im-
pressive speech to the assembly, on the du-
ties of the female troops, which have been
more than once the safeguard of the throne.
After the harangue, she addressed some flat-
tering remarks to me, and then retired. By
her side was the young generai, who is al.
ready in command of the army, and, in fact,
led the action during the day. She is a wo-
man about thirty years of age. Her striking
figure and the gquickness of her movements
might cause her to be tuken for one of Vir-
gil's huntresses, all the more for the celour
of her face, which conceals beneath a deep
black the outline of European features. As-
suming an easy and dignified atsitude, withe
out, however, any tinge of affectation, she
stepped into the semicircle left vacant be.
tween the king’s hut and the ranks of her
military companions, and addressing herself
directly to me, offered her congratulations on
my arrival, and went on speaking for more
than half an hour. She chose for the subjecs
of her discourse the excellence of the white
soldiers and the valour of the Dahomean fe-
male wartiors, the good relations that ought
tto subsist between nations equally distin-
! guished for their bravery, and who are rich
" enough in glory to covet no other conquests
I but such as spring from mutual friendship.—
"In bringing the harangue to a conclusion, she
" proclaimed me grand cabecere of her traops,
and sent me the baton of command amidst
"the vociferous applause of the army. The
“ baton is about two feet long, terminating in
! the figure of a shark, signifying that as that
i fish destroys men, so hkewise do these fe-
male warriors in batile.
{ ¢When the evolutions and harangues had
| come to an end, the women repaived to the
! palace, their legs all torn and bleeding, each
carrying a bundle of thorns. The most dis-
; tinguished among them had the thorns round
« their head in the form of a erown, and twined
{ about their waist like a girdle. After these
customary ceremonies, they retired to rid
 themselves of their thorny trophies.’

He thus describes the rude mmstrelsy :—

¢Some days after this grand military dis-
play, the king had me summoned once more
to assist at & sort of academic assembly. One
of the court poets had composed by heart
(the Dahomese are ignorant of the art of
writing) a long epic poem, in calebration of
the exploits of the reigning sovereign and his
father king Ghezo. Ten chanters had learn-.
ed it according as the poet composed it, and
they knew their part so well, that during the
three hours they were declaiming they went
on in perfect accord. These performers wore
long robes, and were covered in front with
the skins of wild animale; they held in their
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number of forked gibbets, from which huny
bodies I supposed to be aniwnals, never dream-
. ing they might be men,  In this uncertainn
posed that the recital of their poem was gone | [ drew nearer, and when I noticed: that 1he
through without interruption. As the deeds ' legs were as long as the lLodies, I compre-
which formed the subject of the drama was | hended that they were men who had been
fresh in the memory of the audience, it occa- | sacrificed, I cannot tell you what a shudde ¢
sionally happened that the honour of the vic- | came over me at the spectacle. My first fw.
tory would be attributed to the female troops | pulse was to clench my trembling hands and
or to the male army. Whereupon, those jery out with indignation, * Where is tn
among the spectatars who thonght themsel- | vengennce of God that it slumbers so 1 ‘The,
ves retlected upon by the remarks of the poet, | turning angrily to my guide, * Wky,” said 1
would rise up in fury to appeal to the king, ' have’ vou brought me here? I never
while the opposite party pressed forward in ; thought I should see so horrible a sight?”
their turn to defend their rights thus ealled | ¢ Nor T either,” ke replied, ¢ for I knew no.
in'question. In the midst of the uproar the | thing about it ; but there is no other way for
-chantevs came to a full stop, and the scene |us to go.” We continued our route, getting
- assumd an aspeét of stormy vivacity and in- ; along as"ust as-we could, but the hideouns
descrilable animation; thousands of dispu- | spectacle was constantly recurring,  Drawing
tants raised their voices and expressed their | near one enclosure, we were nearly suftocateu
sentiments with the liveliest gestures, with- ; by the stench of the dead bodies heaped un
out, however, stiring from their places while | there, which they had not taken the troubic
the prince and those about him, as well as the to bury, Vultures in thousands, dogs. pigs.
_disinterested spectators, awaited ia trang .il- | and wolves, roamed avound, allured by the
ity the subsidence of the tumult. When the | hideous banquet prepared for them.  Tae
king had been sufficiently amused by this | roofs of the houses are covered with the re-
storm of words, he made a sign, and on an in- 1 lice which the birds of prey have depositea
stant, at the sound of a drum, order was re- | on them. Strange to say, my guide, whe was
stored. If after that anyone proeeeded to; quite aware of the customs of Dahomey, and
raise bis voice, a beat of the drum was suffi- | had nothing to do but idle about the streetw
cient to impose silence upon him, and the allday, was not aware that these bodies, which
chanters resumed their recital at the point | had been killed two days ago, were still there,

Hiands horaes’ tails, which they flourished as
they spoke, while a deafening musis served
as accompaniment, But it must not be sup-

where the interruption had occurred.

‘The representation over, the king made
presents to the poet and the chanters. Sub-
sequently the grand cabeceres ranged them-
-aelves hefore the monarch, leaving between
themselves and his majesty a semicircle of
about ten metres’ extert; and knecling there,
they addressed diseourses to him during ano-
-ther two or three hours. At last the king
brol,(e up the assembly and retired to his pal-
ace,

He gives a minute and harrowing descrip-
tion of those scenes of human sacrifice, which
have excited so much deep and just indigna-
tion’in the civilized world:—

¢ It so happened, one day towards the end
af December, that I took a rather long after-
noon excursion through the deserted part of
+he city.  On our return, passing.close by the
royal palace, we fouud the roads blocked up
by reason of a fete given by the king to the
people. Kiug Grere was having & great ex.
Libition of his riches. Neatly fiftcen thousand
women, all in new dressex, carried in proces-
sion round the pulace the treasures of the
monarch. The procession lasted from morn-
ing till night, and the roads through which it
passed were closed to the public. Having
gazed for some hours ac this extraordinary
sspectacle, we wanted to return home, but
found ourselves obliged to go round the pai-
-aee to gain the shortest road.

¢As we enteted the parade ground, I per-
ceived at 3 distance what appeared to be a

ol

he was certainly ignorant of the fact, for he
had positive orders not to let me go nearany
place wherein the dead were left exposed.
And so, for the length of a week, I did not
pass again before the royal palace, because
ducapitations were taking place every night.

4 Possibly, vou think [ have already delay-
ed you too long amidst this fearful charnel
house; but truth compels me to lay aside nli
consideration for the delicacy of your feelings,
and I must say one word more on the subject
of human sacrifices. During the night these
butcheries take place, no one is allowed to go
through the streets from evening till nex:
morning ; if any one is found doing so, he is
beaten with clubs. Only companies of mu-
sicians wander about singing doleful songs.
‘l'owards midnight, a discharge of artillery an-
nouaces the beginning of the executions. The
victims ave led up to the square, twenty-four
or thirty at a time. Every avenue of respi-
ration is closed, and they are deprived of life
by pressure on the breast, The termination
of the slaughter is notified by cannon-shots.
Some of the dead bodies are hung by the feet
to the gibbets already mentioned between
two sacks filled, it is said, witk mangled
limbs ; whilst others are dressed up in sym-
bolic costumes by parties skilled in the busi-
ness, and placed on triumphal arches, stand-
ing or sitting, according to the part they have
torepresent. Some appear to be playing mu-
gical instruments, others are made to assume
a soldier-like bearing, others are theatrical 1n
their attitude; but all is -arranged with sueh
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-accuracy of detail, that at a distance they ; apartment, “Books here!” he exclaimed, as
might be taken for living beings, were it not | he looked over the sheives, *“Addison, John-
that the vultures hovering ruund them too ; son, Goldsmith, Shakespeare—what! Homer,
surely testify that they are nothing but too?” ‘The furmer, with some pride, begged
corpses. At the same time, hundreds. of | him to look at the Homer. It had heen given
heads are displayed before the royal palace ;) as a prize to himself when he was a student
and the people pass by, totally indifferent to | at the University. My old friend will smile
these scenes, which indeed are too common , 8 he reads these lines, and will wonder how

to cause either astonishment or any other; I heard the story.
strong faeling.  Children may be seen.amus-| It was men like these who supplied the
ing themselves near the vietims, playieg, as | Highlands with clergy, physicians, lawyers,
it were, with the dead; as for the populace, , and the army and navy with many of their of-
a hecatomb of human victims is so common | ficers. It is not a little remarkable that the
a thing, especially since the accession of the | one island of Skye, for example, should have
new king, that it has ceased to attract even ! sent forth from her wild shores since the - he-
a.passing.observation. | ginning of the.last wars of the French revo.
¢ However, there are executions which real- | lution, 21 lieutenant-generais and major-gen-
ly do intercst them, owing to their extraor- | erals; 48 lieutenant-colonels ; 600.commis-
dinary crueity, | sioned officers ; 10,000.soldiers; 4 governors
* The differen modes of immolation preva- | of colonies ; 1 governor-general; 1 chief baron
lent in Dahomey vary according to the ca-| of England; and 1 judge of the Supreme
price and wicked ingenuity of the execution- | Court of Scotland. i remember the names
ers.  One of the most horrible is, certainly,, of 61 officers being enumerated, who, during
the practice of nailing to a_stake fixed in the |, “the war,” had joined the army or navy from
ground one or more men by the fet, order- | farms which were visible from one hill-top in
ing at the same time that no fond shall he | * the Parish.” These times have now passed
given them.  Esposed to the heat of the sun | away. ‘The Highlands furnish few soldiers

by day and to the dew at night, they general-
ly die on the third day, while the curious

or officers. Even the educated clergy are be-
coming few, .
One characteristic of these Tacksmen which

spectators umuse themselves watching the
convulsive agonies of the wretched creatures. | more than any other forms a delightful remi-
These atrccious scenes often last several | nisence of them was their remarkable kind-
months together,’ ; ness to the poor. There was hardly a family
l which had not some man or woman who had
|

seen bétter days, for their guest, during
weeks, months, perhaps years, T'hese forlorn
ones might have been very distant relations,
claiming that protection which a drop of.blood
never claimed in vain ; or former neighbours,
or the children of those who were neighbours
ong ago; or, as it often hLappened, they
o e v y might have had no claim whatever upon the
Good Words.” Take the following : — i hospitable family, beyond the fact that they

1 only kuow one surviving gentleman were utterly destitute, vet could not be treat-
‘Tacksman belouging to the period of which 1| ed as paupers, and had in God’s Providence
write, and he_is ninety years of age, though, been cast on the kindness of others, like
in the full enjoyment of his bodily health and = waves of the wild sea hreaking at their feet.
mental faculties. About forty years ago, : Nor was there anything * very interesting,”
when inspecting his cattle, he was accosted | about such objects of charity. ~ One old gen-
by a pelestrian with a knapsack on his back, | eman beggar I remember, who used to live
who addressed him in a language which was | with friends of mine for months, was singu-
intended for Gaejic. The tacksman, judging  latly stupid, often bad-tempered. = A decayed
him to be a foreigner, replied in French,, old gentlewoman, again, who was an inmate
which met.no response but a shake of the | for years in one house, was subject to fits of
head, the tacksman’s French heing probably | great depression, und was by no means enter-
as_bad as the tourist's Gaelic. The High- | taining. Another needy visitor used to be
lander then tried Latin, which kindled a smile j accompanied by a female servant. When
of surprise, and drew forth an immediate re- | they departed after a sojourn of a few weeks,
Ply, This was_interrupted by the remark | the servant was generally laden with wool,
ihat English would probably be more conve- | clothing, and a large allowance of tea and su-
.nient for both. parties. The tourist, who, gar, contributed by the hostess for the use of
turned out to be an Oxford student, laughing , her mistress, who thue obtained supplies from
heartily at the iiiterview, gladly accepted the | different families during summer which kept
invitation of the tacksman_to accompany him | herse!f and her red-haired domestic comfort-
to liis thatched home, and share his hospitali- | able in their small hut during the. winter.
ty- He wus surprised, on entering “the| * Weel, weel,” said the worthy host, as he
room,” to see 8 small library in the humble . saw the pair depart, ¢ it's a puir situation that

(o]

The Tacksman.

—

THERE are some real gems of descriptive
narraiive in  Dr. Macleod’s * Reminiscences 1
of a Highland Parish”—now appearing in

“
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of a beggars servant, like yon woman carry- - Review of the Past Month.
ngihs bagand ok, Now Wby | e ters ae oo that the T,
was never dispensed with a grudge, but wi UR readers are aware tha Rev. M.
all_ tenderness and nicest delicacy. These, McKay,  f Saltsprings, having been instructed
« genteel beggars” were received into the fa- by the Presbytery of Pictou, procéeded to
mily, bad comfortable quarters assigned to ! Scotland, some months since, to plead the
them in'the house, partook of all the family | canse of our Church, and secure, if possible,
meals, and the utmost care was taken by old | the services of missionaries for our destitute
and young that not one word should be utter-  stations. It will rejoice the hearts of many,
ed, nor auything done, which could for a mo- , to learn that he has been_ entirely successful
ment suggest to them the idea that they were | in the olject of his mission, and t’h'at thrae
a trot{ble., a bore, an intrusion, or anything . Young clergymen have already arrived, and
'cral::e lrtl:) ntgst welcot(rllg antd :g)lxoufedtgu::lts. othirdfgur, \‘vte I:ax:q l;een“u:fn‘rlmle'd,)m;::v ng.
is attention according to the minutest de.  pected by next steamer. Mr. McKay, by his
;ail;, was allmoat grelggilon }"ith lthe old High. zeall am(ll energi\)',, has placed tl.lge whoi{e Chuicea
and * gentleman” and his family. under deep obligations to him, and we ave
‘I'he poor of the parish strictly so called, | convinced that the very best way in which it
were, with few exceptions, wholly provided  can repay these obligations, will be by mak-
for by the Tacksmen. Each farm, accord- | ing asuitable effort to implement the arrange-
ing to its size, had its old men, widows, K ment made \vithI the Colouialthommittce.
aud orphans depending on it for their sup- mentioned in our last number. Thisisamat-
port. ‘The widow had her free house, which "ter of prime importance, which can neither by
the farmers and the * cottiers” around him | trifled with nor delayed, if we have any re-
k;pt }:xlrepaxr. The{y dlrolve lxomehfrom “the | gard aft all !‘oCx;1 thehfutgf‘-lex well-being and posi-
186 on the frecn Lills. e had land sufe ! and work snaugh for seven aetive mions
ent to raise potatoes, and a small garden for ries, Lut there will be advery impemlti:;e ne-
vegetables. She had hens and ducks too, ! cessity for immedinte and organized labor in
wi:gh the natural results, of eggs chickens and | all our congregations, to secure a Home Mis-
ducklings, ~She had sheaves of corn supplied | sion Fund, adequate '.t{.thu requirements of
her, at!‘;ll thgsel, al:ntl};l; thl}"her‘?l\‘v|:lglez}l!‘nn‘§s, ;’h'e'ms?t:h and .lsuviltl ;\58:: (1111 4:;1:!()jlelus.t<l) (!.((’;':p
were threshed at the mill with the I'acks- | faith with our best friends, the Colonial Com:-
man’s crop.  In short, she was tolerably com- | mittee of the Church of Scotland.  They have
fortable, and very thankful, enjoying the feel- | done their part, let us see to it, that we now
ing of being the object of true charity, which | do ours, .
‘qa:l;{:mlmed( by sutg? Ié\bour as she could give, ' d’l‘!x’n;t }3)?1.110:;'?:1; g,%le(‘;;g iIslln;L has ];:s-;
and by hearty gratitude. . ed both branches : ature almos
But all this was changed when those hearty f without a remark, so far as we have secen.
Tacksmen were swept away 0 make room for | This betokens either great unanimity of feel-
the large sheep farm[:z, and when the rer-mants | ing or supreme indifference, Let us take for
of the people flocked from their empty glens | granted, for the sake of human nature, that it
to_occupy. houses in wretched villages near | is the former, imd act afccordingly. The sub-
the sea.shore, by way of becoming fishers—  ject will now he ripe for action, at the ap-
often where no fish could be caught. ‘The re- ! proaching meeting of Synod. The issur.
s;;i.t Iﬁas beer; tgat “the Parish,” for example, | whatever it maly be, cam}(']n f.;nl tfn affect ;xta‘-
which orce had a population of 2200 souls,, ly— we had almost said. the future of our
and received only £11 per annum from pub- | Charch in this colony. We trust that the de-
lic (Church) funds for the support of the poor, , cision will be such asdwill at snce recommentd
expends now under the poor-law upwards of | itself to the great body of our people, enlis:
£600 annually, with a population diminished | their warmest sympathies, and gather their
by one-half, and with poverty increased ina! he.sr.t.s ayound;t.hgs_ go.lle%;e,d as atouve a grea.
greatexilmuo}; This, by the \:l-n)l , t;s 15"? rcsul; i P;:.nlmcml In.sutut.mn, an fa seat 91’ lll:am"'u;
gener-lly, when money awarded by law, and | which may yet equip nota few spiritual teach-
distributed by oﬂicxal(;z,‘ is substituted for the ersi,‘ who shall be pl'll,ars.tol,our colonmllZu,n.
true charity prompted by the heart, and dis-{ FROM A NOTICE in another part of the £.-
pensed systematically to known and well-as- | cord, it will be observed that our students .n
certained cases, that draw it forth by the law ! Glasgow University keep their ground wel:,
of sympathy and Christian duty. I'am quite and that on the occasion of the annual distri-
aware of l:ow poetical this doctrine is in the : bution of prize; in the Common Hall, the
opinion of sume political economists, but in | name of Nova Scotia contimues_to be hear.
tl'lx?éfse dny; ox" hergsy in regard to older and f with becoming honour., This is as it shOJlt}
more certain truths, it may be treated chari- | be, and is one of the most cheering indicatious
tbly, _of the brightness of our future. While on
"the subject of students, we would take the
——————— , liberty of reminding our people of the great
iand pressing elaims” of the Young.. Ments.
; Schemes Several congrezations have made
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no return to the treasurer for the last year.' dear as living principles, and accordingly we
We trust we have only to mention that the find the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
funds are exhausted, that the Churchis under' Church cut into two unequal segments, rather
obligations to young men at college, whom we, than relinquish what had come to be a, sha-
have undertaken to educate, in order to insure, dow. We regret the act, but respect and ho-
immediate attention to this very important. nor the sincerity, which we doubt not actua-
matter, It is very pressing, and we hope no, ted the minority—eleven, we think, in nums
further delay will take place unnecessarily. | ber—who, undismayea by their weakness,

It WILL BE SHEN from an advertisment in, have constituted themselves into a Synod, and
another place, that the Church has now com-, made arrangements for a “ Hall” of their
pleted its arrangements for entering the For-, own. Might not their courage and energy .

eign missionary field, so far as means and lo-
cation “are concerned, and, it is to be hoped,
that onefitted fortheimportantand trying work
will shortly be found, one willing and able to
serve his Divine Master in one of the many
dark corners of the earth—looking to a re-
ward, higher and nobler than any this world
can-afford. - -

THe ReL1GIoUs WORLD 1N BNGLAND con-!
tinues to be much agitated ahout Colenso and
his book, though it is evident that the fate of*
both will be nothing either higher or better,
than a temporary; though very painful notori-,
ety. 'The speculations on the Pentateuch are;
gradually but surely finding their natural le-

be a passing lesson to ourselves ? -

‘TURNING OUR ATTENTION. for a few mo:
ments, to secular matters, we find, during the
past month, that the Governments of Canada
and Nova Scotia have fallen almost simulta~
neously. Into the causes which led to this
state of things, we cannot enter. . . ... ..

Frrarm Prpn o 1 raTING OTGTT -

THAT TERRIBLE AND DEVASTATING CIVIL
WaR is every month assuming greater pro-
portions. Iach successive battle is more
bloody than its predecessors, and the cry stiil
is, ¢ What availeth it 7 Peace seems more
distant, if possible, than ever, The last great
siaughter at or near Fredericksburg would
seem only to have whetted the public appetite

LAy

A

vel, and we are much mistaken if, five years

t for blood. Vietory once more crowned the
heiice, hoth they and their author shall not' i

'y K , arms of the Confederates, which was, howev=
have passed entirely out of sight and almost’ o dearly purchased by the death of General
of recollection. . Jackson, by far the most remarkable-man ‘
TuERE Has BFEN A DISRUPTION in the Re- | that this sad contest has brought to the sur- . |
formed Presbyterinn  Church in Scotland., face. The army of the Fotomac is for the
Most of vur readers are aware, that this small moment idle, but the Federals ar» using great
but respectable body have adhered firmly and  efforts to get unfettered command of the Mis- |
literally, 1o what is known as the Solemn sissippi, by the capture of Vicksburg, near
League and Covenant, which prevents their, which, a series of desperate, but indecisive ‘
ministers from praying publicly for the Queen battles have beer fought, with no result, be-
or for civil authorities, and would also deny, yund a lamentable waste of life. ‘The Alaba-
to its Jay members, the right of exercising the , ma continues her depredations on the sea,
elective franchise, of holding the office of ma- | thus keeping alive constant iritation of feel-
gistrate, or serving as Volunteers, ‘The causes ] ing, in the American mind, against England.
which led to the adoption bf these principles, - -
have long practically perished, and the truth
is, there is, perhaps, nowhere more loyal sub-~ | yyilliam Jack.
jects, more excellent and law-vbserving ¢iti-| prinied and published for the proprietors, on
zens, than the ¢ Covenanters” of the present| the first Saturday of cach month, by Sivox H:
day. . !}ut old associations ave sometimes as{ Hoixrs, Standard Offite, Pictou. .

Letters on business to be addressed to Mr. R
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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH: |

1863 YOUNG MEN’S SCHEME. .
May.—Cash per Rev: G. M. Grant, . . .. %2 50"

Cash from Charles M. Grant, for principal and interest of £10, giten hin, 12 5 0
Cash Rev. Mr. Sinclair, collected in Roger's Hill Congregation, 312 9’_
1863 . SYNOD FUND: ' i
April.TC;xsh West Branch R. John Congregation, £0 18 5
. Cash East/Branch E. P r Congregation, 212 6‘.;.:
P ‘Collection St. Peter’s 3i+ 1, P, E.Island, 1,00
May.—=Collection Earltowh Congregation, I7,%
1863. " MISSIONARY SERVICES: o
£4 0 0

Maﬂ%Caﬁh from River John Congregation,
Pictow,June 3, 1863. .

W: Geroox; Treasurer.



