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INTRODUCTION

TO THE

VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

Tue spirit of discovery, which had long animated

the European nations, haviag, after its arduous and

% successful exertions during the fifteenth and six-
% teenth centuries, gradually subsided, and for a con-
# siderable time lain dormant, began to revive in Great
Britain in the late reign* ; and recovered all its for-
mer activity, under the cherishing influence, and

# munificent encouragement, of his present Majesty.

Soon after his accession to the throne, having
¢ happily closed the destructive operations of war, he
% turned his thoughts to enterprizes more humane, but
% not less brilliant, adapted to the season of re-
“ turning peace. While every liberal art, and useful
& study, flourished under his patronage at home, his
# superintending care was extended to such branches

B of knowledge as required distant examination and

inquiry ; and his ships, after bringing back victory
and conquest from every quarter of the known world,

* Two voyages for discovering a North-West passage, through
Hudson’s Bay, were then performed ; one under the command of
Captain Middleton, in his Majesty’s ships the Furnace, and the
Discovery Pink, in 1741 and 1742; the other under the direc-
tion of Captains Smith and Moore, in the ships Dobbs and Cali-
fornia, fitted out by subscription, in 1746 and 1747.
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4 INTRODUCTION TO THE

were now employed in opening friendly commu-
nications with its hitherto unexplored recesses.

In the prosecution of an object so worthy of the
Monarch of a great commercial people, one voyage
followed another in close succession ; and we may
add, in regular gradation. What Byron* had begun,
Wallist and Carterett soon improved. Their suc- -
cess gave birth to a far more extensive plan of dis-
covery, carried into execution, in two subsequent
voyages, conducted by Cook.§ And that nothing
might be left unattempted, though much had been
already done, the same commander, whose profes-
sional skill could only be equalled by the persevering
diligence with which he had exerted it, in the course
of his former researches, was called upon, once more,
to resume, or rather to complete, the survey of the
globe.  Accordingly, another voyage was under-
taken in 1776; which, though Iast in the order of
time, was far from being the least considerable, with -
respect to the extent and importance of its objects ;
yet, still, far less fortunate than any of' the former,
as those objects were not accomplished, but at the
expence of the valuable life of its conductor.

"~ When plans, calculated to be of general utility, are
carried into execution with partial views, and upon

_ * Captain, now Admiral, Byron had under his command the
: Dolphin and Tamer. He sailed in June, 1764, and returned in
May, 17660 )

t:Captain Wallis had under his command the Dolphin and
Swallow. He sailed in August, 1766, and returned, with the
Dolphin, in May, 1768.

1 The Swallow, commanded bly‘v Captain Carteret, having been 4
separated from Wallis, and, by eeping a different route, having = I
made different discoveries, this may be considered as a distinct A
voyage. The Swallow returned to England in March 1769. E

§ Captain Cook, in the Endeavour, sailed in August 1768, and '

e AR St B A b i

;:‘ returned in July, 1771.

*’ ’ In his second voyage, he had the Resolution and Adventure % :
E; . under his command. They sailed from England in July, 1772,

and returned on the S0th of July, 1775.
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interested motives, it is natural to attempt to confine,
within some narrow circle, the advantages which
might have been derived to the world at large by an
unreserved disclosure of all that had been effected.
And, upon this principle, it has too frequently been
considered as sound policy, perhaps, in this country,
as well as amongst some of our neighbours, to affect
to draw a veil of secrecy over the result of enter-
prizes to discover and explore unknown quarters of
the globe. It is to the honour of the present reign,
that more liberal views have been now adopted. Our
late voyages, from the very extensive objects pro-
posed by them, could not but convey useful inform-
ation to every European nation; and, indeed, to
every nation, however remote, which cultivates com-
merce, and is acquainted with navigation: and that
information has most laudably been afforded. The
same enlarged and benevolent spirit, which ordered
these several expeditions to be undertaken, has also
taken care that the result of their various discoveries
should be authentically recorded. And the trans-
actions of the five first voyages round the world
having, in due time, been communicated*, under the
authority of his Majesty’s naval minister; those of
the sixth, which, besides revisiting many of the
former - discoveries in the Southern, carried its
operations into untrodden paths in the Northern
hemisphere, are, under the same sanction, now sub-
mitted to the public in these volumes.

One great plan of nautical investigation having
been pursued throughout, it is obvious, that the se-
veral voyages have a close connection, and that an
exact recollection of what had been aimed at, and
effected, in those that preceded, will throw con-

* The account of the four first of these voyages, compiled by
Dr. Hawkesworth, from the Journals of the several commanders,
was published in 1772, in three volumes quarto; and Captain
Cook’s own account of the fifth, in 1777, in two volumes quarto.
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6 INTRODUCTION TO THE

siderable light on our period. With a view, there-
fore, to assist the reader in forming a just estimate
of the additional information conveyed.by this pub-
lication, it may not be improper to lay before him a
short, though comprehensive, abstract of the prin-
cipal objects that had been previously accomplished,
arranged in such a manner, as may serve to unite,
into one point of view, the various articles which lie
scattered through the voluminous Journals already in
the hands of the public; those compiled by
Dr. Hawkesworth; and that which was written by
Captain Cook himself. By thus shewing what had
been formerly done, how much still remained for sub-
sequent examination, will be more apparent; and it
will be better understood on what grounds, though
the ships of his Majesty had already circumnavigated
the world five different times, in the course of about
ten years, another voyage should still be thought ex-
pedient. i

There will be a farther use in giving such an ab-
stract a place in this Introduction. The plan of
discovery, carried on in so many successive expe-
ditions, being now, we may take upon us to say, in a
great measure completed; by summing up the final
result, we shall be better able to do justice to the
benevolent purposes it was designed to answer ; and
a solid foundation will be laid, on which we may
build a satisfactory answer to a question, sometimes
asked by a peevish refinement and ignorant male-
volence, What beneficial consequences, if any, have
followed, or-are likely to follow, to the discoverers,
or to the discovered, to the common interests of hu-
manity, or to the increase of useful knowledge, from
all our boasted attempts to explore the distant re-
cesses of the globe ?

The general object of the several voyages round
the world, undertaken by the command of his Ma-
jesty, prior to that related in this work, was to search

S0 S s
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 7

for unknown tracts of land that might exist within
the bosom of the immense expanse of ocean that
occupies the whole southern hemisphere. !
Within that space, so few researches had been
made, before our time, and those few researches had
been made so imperfectly, that the result of them, as
communicated to the world in any narration, had
rather served to create uncertainty, than to convey
information; to deceive the credulous, rather than to
satisfy the judicious inquirer; by blending the true
geography of above half the superficies of the earth,
with an endless variety of plausible conjectures,
suggested by ingenious speculation; of idle tales,
handed down by obscure tradition; or of bold fic-
tions, invented by deliberate falsehood. o
It would have been very unfortunate, indeed, if
five different circumnavigators of the globe, some of
them at least, if not all, in tracks little known, and
less frequented, had produced no discoveries, to
reward the difficulties and perils unavoidably encoun-

tered. But the following review will furnish the
most satisfactory proofs, that his Majesty’s instruc-
tions have been executed with ability ; and that the
repeated visits of his ships to the southern hemis-
phere have very considerably added to our stock of

geographical knowledge. ’

L

The South Atlantic Ocean was the first scene of our
operations. Falkland’s Islands had been hitherto
barely known to exist; but their true position and ex-
tent, and every circumstance which could render
their existence of any consequence, remained abso-
lutely undecided, til{ Byron visited them in 1764.
And Captain Macbride, who followed him thither
two years after, having circumnavigated their coasts,
and taken a complete survey, a chart of Falkland’s
Islands has been constructed, with so much accu-

B 4




8 INTRODUCTION TO THE

facy, that the coasts of Great Britain itself are not
* more authentically laid down upon our maps.

How little was really known of the islands in the
South Atlantic, even so late as the time of Lord
Ansom, we have the most remarkable proofs, in the
history of his voyage. Unavoidably led into mis-
take, by the impergett materials then in the pos-
session of the world, he had considered Pepys’s
Island, and Falklafid Isles, as distinct places, distant
from each other about five degrees of latitude.*
Byron’s researches have rectified this capital error;
and it is now decided, beyond all contradiction, that
Juture navigators will mispend their time, if they look
Jor Pepys’s Island in latitude 477°; it being now cer-
tain, that Pepys’s Island is no other than these islands
of Faikland.t e

Besides the determination of this considerable
Eoint, other lands, situated in the South Atlantie,
ave been brought forward into view. If the isle of
Georgia had been formerly seen by La Roche, in

1675, and by Mr. Guyoet, in the ship Lion, in 1756,
which seems to be probable, Captain Cook, in 1775,
has made us fully acquainted with its extent and true
position; and, in the same year, he -added to the map
of the world Sandwich Land, hitherto not known to
exist, and the most southern discovery that has been
ever accomplished. {

1I1.

Though the Strait of Magalhaens had been fre-
quently visited, and sailed through, by ships of dif-

# See Lord Anson’s Voyage, quarto edition, p. 91.

1 These are Captain Cook’s words, Introduction to kis Voyage,
vol. iii. p. 7.; and the evidence on which he forms this judgment
may be met with in Hawkesworth’s Journal of Byron's Voyage,
vol. i. p. 28, 24. 51, 52, 53, 54.

t See the Chart of Discoveries in the South Atlantic. Cook’s
Voyage, vol. iv. p. 211.




VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 9

ferent nations, before our time, a careful examination
of its bays, and harbours, and headlands; of the
numerous islands it contains, and of the coasts, on
both sides, that inclose it ; and an exact account of
the tides, and currents, and soundings, through its
whole extent, was a task, which, if Sir John Nar-
borough, and others, had not totally omitted, they
cannot be said to have recorded so fully, as to pre-
clude the utility of future investigation. This task
has been ably and effectually performed by Byron,
Wallis, and Carteret, whose transactions in this
Strait, and the chart of it, founded on their observ-
ations and discoveries, are a most valuable accession
to geography.

I1L

If the correct information, thus obtained, about
every part of this celebrated Strait, should deter fu-
ture adventurers from involving themselves in the
difficulties and embarrassments of a labyrinth, now

known to be so intricate, and the unavoidable source
of danger and delay, we have the satisfaction to hav

discovered, that a safer and more/expeditious er-
trance into the Pacific Ocean, may be reason ly
depended upon. .The passage round Cape Horn
has been repeatedly tried, both from the east and
from the west, and stript of its terrors. We shall,
for the future, be less discouraged by the labours
and distresses experienced by the squadrons of Lord
Anson and Pizarro, when we recollect, that they
were obliged to attempt the navigation of those seas
at an unfavourable season of the year ; and that there
was nothing very formidable met with there, when
they were traversed by Captain Cook.

To this distinguished navigator was reserved the
honour of being the first, who, from a series of the
most satisfactory observations, beginning at the west
entrance of the Strait of Magalhaens, and carried on,
with unwearied diligence, round Tierra del Fuego,
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through-the Strait of Le Maire, has constructed a
chart of the southern extremity of America, from
which it will appear, how much former navigators
must have been at a loss to guide themselves, and
what advantages will now be enjoyed by those who
shall hereafter sail round Cape Ifom.

Iv.
As the voyages of discovery, undertaken by his

Majesty’s command, have facilitated the access of -

ships into the Pacific Ocean, they have also greatly
enlarged our knowledge of its contents. -
Though the immense expanse usually distinguished.

by this appellation, had been navigated by Europeans =

for near two centuries and a half *, by far the greater
part of it, particularly to the south of the equator,
had remained, during all this time, unexplored.

The great aim of Magalhaens, and of the Spa.
niards in general, its first navigators being merely to
arrive, by this passage, at the Moluccas, and the
other Asiatic Spice Islands, every intermediate part
of the oceau that did not lie contiguous to their
western track, which was on the north side of the
equator, of course escaped due examination ; and if
l\gendana and Quiros, and some nameless conductors
of voyages before them t, by deviating from this
track, and holding a westerly one from Callao, within
the southern tropic, were so fortunate as to meet
with various islands there, and so sanguine as to con-
sider those islands as marks of the existence of a
neighbouring southern continent ; in the exploring
of which they flattered themselves they should rival
the fame of Ple Gama and Columbus; these feeble
efforts never led to any effectual disclosure of the
supposed hidden mine of the New World. On the
contrary, their voyages being conducted without a

* Magalhaen’s Vorage was undertaken in 1519.

+ See the particulars of their discoveries in Mr. Dalrymple’s
valuable Collection of Voyages in the South Pacific Ocean.
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 11

judicious plan, and their discoveries being left im-
perfect without immediate settlement, or subsequent
examination, and scarcely recorded in any well-
authenticated or accurate narrations, had been al-
most forgot; or were so obscurely remembered, as
only to serve the purpose of producing perplexing
debates about their situation and extent; if not to
suggest doubts about their very existence.

It seems, indeed, to have become a very early
object of policy in the Spanish councils, to discon-
tinue and to discourage any farther researches in
that quarter. Already- masters of a larger empire on
the continent of America than they could conve-
niently govern, and of richer mines of the precious
metals on that continent than they could convert
into use, neither avarice nor ambition furnished rea-
sons for aiming at a fresh accession. of dominions.
And thus, though settled all along the shores of this
ocean, in a situation so commodious for prosecuting
discoveries throughout its wide extent, the Spaniards
remained satisfied with a coasting intercourse be-
tween their own ports; never stretching across the
vast gulph that separates that part of America from
Asia, but in an"unvarying line of navigation; per-
haps in a single annual ship, between Acapulco and
Manilla.

The tracks of other European navigators of the
South Pacific Ocean, were, ina great measure, regu-
lated by those t2.f/€mpaniards; and consequently
limited within the samé narrow bounds. With the
exception, perhaps, of two instances only, those of
Le Maire and Roggewein, no ships of another nation
had entered this sea, through the Strait of Magal-
haens, or round Cape Horn, but for the purposes of
clandestine trade with the Spaniards, or of open hos-
tility against them : purposes which could nat be an-
swered, without precluding any probable chance of
adding much to our stock of discavery. For it was
obviously incumbent on all such adventurers, to con.
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fine their crnises within a moderate distance of the
Spanish settlements ; in the vicinity of which alone
they could hope to exercise their commerce, or to
execute their predatory and military operations.
Accordingly, soon after emerging from the Strait,
or completing the circuit of Tierra del Fuego,
they began to hold a northerly course, to the un-
inhabited island of Juan Fernandez, their usual
spot of rendezvous and refreshment. And, after
ranging along the continent of America, from Chili
to California, they either reversed their course back
to the Atlantic ; or, if they ventured to extend their
voyage, by stretching over to Asia, they never
thought of trying experiments in the unfrequented
and. unexplored parts of the ocean; but chose the
beaten path (if the expression may be used), within
the limits of which it-was likely they might meet
with a Philippine galleon, to make their voyage pro-
fitable to themselves ; but could have little prospect,
if they had been desirous, of making it useful to the
world, by gaining any accession of new land to the
“map of the world.

By the natural operation of these causes, it could
not but happen, that little progress should be made
toward obtaining a full and accurate knowledge of
the South Pacific Ocean. Something, however, had
been attempted by the’ industrious and once enter-
prising Dutch ; to whom we are indebted for three
voyages, undertaken for the purposes of discovery ;
and whose researches, in the southern latitudes of
this ocean, are much better ascertained than are
those of the earlier Spanish navigators above men-
tioned.

Le Maire and Schouten, in 1616, and Roggewein,
in 1722, wisely judging, that nothing new could be
gained by adhering to the usual passage on the north
side of the line, traversed this ocean from Cape Horn
to the East Indies, crossing the South tropic ; a space
which had been so seldom, and so ineffectually

3.
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 13

visited ; though popular belief, fortified by philoso-
phical speculation, expected there to reap the richest
harvest of discovery.

Tasman, in 1642, in his extensive circuit from
Batavia, through the South Indian Ocean, entered
the South Pacific, at its greatest distance from the
American side, where it never had been examined
before. And his range continued from a high
Southern latitude, Northward to New Guinea, and
the islands to the East of it, near the equator, pro-
duced intermediate discoveries, that have rendered
his voyage memorable in the annals of navigation.

But still, upon the whole, what was effected in
these three expeditions, served only to show how
large a field was reserved for future and more perse-
vering examination. Their results had, indeed, en-
abled geographers to diversify the vacant uniformity
of former charts of this Ocean, by the insertion of
some new islands. But the number, and the extent
of these insertions were so inconsiderable, that they
may be said to appear,

Rari, nantes in gurgite vasto.
And if the discoveries were few, those few were
made very imperfectly. Some coasts were approached
but not landed upon; and passed without waiting to
examine their extent and connection with those that
might exist at no great distance.. If others were
landed upon, the visits were, in general, so transient,
that it was scarcely possible to build upon a found-
ation so weakly laid, any information that could
even gratify idle curiosity ; much less satisfy philo-
sophical inquiry, or contribute greatly to the safety,
or to the success of future navigation.

Let us, however, do justice to these beginnings of
discovery. To the Dutch, we must, at least ascribe
the merit of being our harbingers, though we after-
ward went beyond them in the road they had first
ventured to tread. And with what success his Ma-
Jesty’s ships have, in their repeated voyages, pene-

i »
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14 INTRODUCTION TO THE

trated into the obscurest recesses of the South Pacific
Ocean, will appear from the following enumeration
of their various and very extensive operations, which
have drawn up the veil that had hitherto been thrown
orel: the geography of so great a proportion of the
globe.

1. The several lands, of which any account had
been given, as seen by any of the preceding naviga-
tors, Spanish or Dutch, have been carefully looked
for; and most of them (at least such as seemed to
be of any consequence) found out and visited ; and
not visited in a cursory- manner, but every means
used to correct former mistakes, and to supply former
deficiencies, by making accurate inquiries ashore,
and taking skilful surveys of their coasts, by sailing
round them. Who has not heard, or read, of the
boasted Tierra Australia del Espiritu Santo of Quiros?
But its bold pretensions to be a part of a southern
continent, could not stand Captain Cook’s examin-
ation, who sailed round it, and assigned it its true
position and moderate bounds, in the Archipelago of
the New Hebrides.*

2. Besides perfecting many of the discoveries of
their predecessors, our late navigators have enriched
geographical knowledge with a long catalogue of
their own. The Pacific Ocean, within the South
tropic, repeatedly traversed, in every direction, was
found to swarm with a seemingly endless profusion
of habitable spots of land. Islands, scattered through
the amazing space of near fourscore degrees of lon-
gitude, separated at various distances, or grouped in
numerous clusters, have, at their approach, as it
were, started into existence; and such ample ac-
counts have been brought home concerning them
and their inhabitants, as may serve every useful pur-

* Bougainville, in 1768, did no more than discover that the
land here was not connected but composed of islands. Captain
Cook, in 1774, explored the whole group. See vol. iv. p. 88. -
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 15

pose of inquiry; and, to use Captain Cook’s words,
who bore so considerable a share in those discoveries,
have left little more to be done in that part.*

8. Byron, Wallis, and Carteret, hafl each of them
contributed toward increasing our kffowledge of the
islands that exist in the Pacific Ocean, within the
limits of the southern tropic ; but how far that ocean
reached to the west, what lands bounded it on that
side, and the connection of those lands with the dis-
coveries of former navigators, was still the reproach
of geographers, and remained absolutely unknown,
till Captain Cook, during his first voyage in 1770,
brought back the most satisfactory decision of this
important question. With a wonderful perseverance,
and consummate skill, amidst an uncommon combin-
ation of perplexities and dangers, he traced this
coast near two thousand miles from the 38° of South
latitude, cross the tropic, to its northern extremity,
within 104° of the equinoctial, where it was found to
join the lands already explored by the Dutch, in se-
veral voyages from their Asiatic settlements, and to

i which they have given the name of New Holland.

Those discoveries made in the last century, before

& Tasman’s voyage, had traced the north and the west
2 coasts of this land ; and Captain Cook, by his exten-
.3 sive operations on its east side, left little to be done
% toward completing the full circuit of it. Between
& Cape Hicks, in latitude 88°, where his examination
 of this coast began, and that part of Van Diemen’s

Land, from whence Tasman took his departure, was

3 not above fifty-five leagues. It was highly probable,

therefore, that they were connected ; though Captain
Cook cautiously says, that ke could not determine
whether his New South Wales, that is, the East Coast
of New Holland, joins to Van Diemen’s Land, or no.t
But what was thus left. undetermined by the opera-

* Vol. iv. p. 219. + See vols. i. and ii.
¥ See vol. ii. p. 69.
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tions of his first voyage, was, in the course of his
second, soon cleared up ; Captain Furneaux, in the
Adventure, during his separation from the Resolu-
tion (a fortunate separation as it thus turned out) in
1778, having explored Van Diemen’s Land, from its
southern point, along the east coast, far beyond
Tasman’s station, and on to the latitude 38°, where
Captain Cook’s examination of it in 1770 had com-
menced.*

It is no longer, therefore, a doubt, that we have
now a full knowledge of the whole circumference of
this vast body of land, this fifth part of the world (if
I may so speak), which our late voyages have dis-
covered to be of so amazing a magnitude, that, to
use Captain Cook’s words, it is of a larger extent
than any other country in the known world, that does
not bear the name of a continent.t

4. Tasman having entered the Pacific Ocean, after
leaving Van Diemen’s Land, had fallen in with a
coast to which he gave the name of New Zealand.
The extent of this coast, and its position in any
direction but a part of its west side, which he sailed ;
along in his course northward, being left absolutely <
unknown, it had been a favourite opinion amongst  :
geographers, since his time, that New Zealand was 3
a part of a Southern continent, running north and 3
South, from the 33° to the 64 of South latitude, and £
its northern coast, stretching cross the South Pacific Z
to an immense distance, where its eastern boundary ok
had been seen by Juan Fernandez, half a century 3
before. Captain Cook’s voyage in the Endeavour
has totally destroyed this supposition. Though Tas- 7§ .
man must still. have the credit of having first seen 3§ .
New Zealand, to Captain Cook solely belongs that 3
of having really explored it. He spent near six ~ 3Bt
months upon .its coasts in 1769 and 17701, circum- 3

* Vol. iii. chap. 7. t Vol.ii. p. 202.
§ From October 6. 1769, to March 31. 1770. b
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navigated it completely, and ascertained its extent
=~ and division into two islands.* Repeated visits since
that have perfected this important discovery, which,
though now known to be no part of a Southern con.
tinent, will, probably, in all future charts of the
3 world, be distinguished as the largest islands that
3 exist in that part of the Southern hemisphere:
% 5. Whether New Holland did or did not join to
7 New Guinea, was a question involved in much doubt
3 and uncertainty, before Captain Cook’s sailing be-
3 tween them, through Endeavour Strait, decided it.
We will not hesitate to call this an important acqui-
2 sition to geography. For though the great sagacity
% and extensive reading of Mr. Dalrymple had dis-
2 covered some traces of such a passage-having been
4 found before t, yet these traces were so obscure,
# and so little known in the present age, that they had
4 not generally regulated the construction of our charts;
the President De Brossesi, who wrote in 1756, and
4t was well versed in geographical researches, had not
"4 been able to satisfy himself about them ; and Mons.
de Bougainville, in 1768, who bad ventured to fall
 in with the south coast of New Guinea, near ninety
¢ leagues to the westward of its south-east point, chose
A rather to work those ninety leagues directly to wind-
3ward, at a time when his people were in such distress
%for provisions as to eat the seal-skins from off the
Zyards and rigging, than to run the risk of finding a
_ passage, of the existence of which he entertained the
4 strongest doubts, by persevering in his westerly

; * Its southern extremity nearly in latitude 47°, and its northern
4 in 854°. See Captain Cook’s chart, in Hawkesworth, vol. ii.
p- 281.
+ See the track of Torré, in one of Quiros’s ships, in 1606, be-
tween New Holland and New Guinea, upon Mr. Dalrymple’s Chart
of Discoveries in the South Pacific Ocean, before 1764.

. 1 M. de Brosses says of New Guinea: ¢ C’est une longue isle,
% *“ ou presqu’ isle, si elle touche 2 la Nouvelle Hollande.” Navi-
F gations aur Terres Australes, tom. i. p. 434.
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18 INTRODUCTION TO THE

course.* Captain Cook therefore in this part of his
voyage (though he modestly disclaims all meritt),
has established, beyond future controversy, a fact of
essential service to navigation, by opening, if not a
new, at least an unfrequented and forgotten com-
munication between the South Pacific and Indian
Oceans. '

6. One more discovery, for which we are indebted
to Captain Carteret, as similar in some degree to that
lJast mentioned, may properly succeed it in this
enumeration. Dampier, in sailing round what was
supposed to be part of the coast of New Guinea, dis-
covered it to belong to a separate island, to which
he gave the name of New Britain. But that the land
which ¢ named New Britain, should be sub-divided
again into two separate large islands, with many
smaller intervening, is a point of geographical in-
formation, which, if ever traced by any of the earliest
navigators of the South Pacific, had not been handed
down to the present age: and its having been ascer-
tained by Captain Carteret, deserves to be mentioned
as a discovery, in the strictest sense of the word; a
discovery of the utmost importance to navigation.
St. George’s Channel, through which his ship found
a way, between New Britain and New Ireland, from
the Pacific into the Indian Ocean, to use the Cap-
tain’s own words}, ¢ is a much better and shorter
passage, whether from the eastward or westward,
thau:l round all the islands and lands of the north-
ward.” § ,

# < Le triste état ol nous étions réduits, ne nous permettoit de
< chercher en faisant route a I'ouest, un passage au sud de la Nou-
< velle Guinée, qui nous frayat par le Golfe de la Carpenterie une
¢ route nouvelle & courte aux iles Moluques. Rien n'étost a la
“ vérité plus problématique que Uexistence de ce passage.” Voyage
autour du Monde, p. 259.

+ Hawkesworth, vol. iii. p. 660

} Hawkesworth, vol. i. p. 5637

§ The position of the Solomon Islands, Mendana’s celebrated
discovery, will no longer remain a matter in debate amongst geo-
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 19

V.

Thé voyages of Byron, Wallis, and Carteret, were
principally confined to a favourite object of discovery
in the South Atlantic; and though accessions to
geography were procured by them in the South
Pacific, they could do but little toward giving the
world a complete view of the contents of that im-
mense expanse of ocean, through which they only

" held a direct track, on their way homeward, by the

East Indies. Cook, indeed, who was appointed to
the conduct of the succeeding voyage, had a more
accurate examination of the South Pacific intrusted
to him. But as the improvement of astronomy went
hand in hand, in his instructions, with that of geo-
graphy, the Captain’s solicitude to arrive at Otaheite
time enough to observe the transit of -Venus, put it
out of his power to deviate from his direct track, in
search of unknown lands that might lie to the south-
east of that island. By this unavoidable attention
to his.duty, a very considerable part of the South
Pacific, and that part where the richest mine of dis-
covery was supposed to exist, remained unvisited
and unexplored, during that voyage in the Endea-
vour. To remedy this, and to clear up a point which,
though many of the learned were confident of, upon
principles of speculative reasoning, and many of the
unlearned admitted, upon what they thought to be

- credible testimony, was still held to be very proble-

matical, if not absolutely groundless, by others who
were less sanguine or more incredulous ; his Majesty,
always ready to forward every inquiry that can a(ﬁl
to the stock of interesting’knowledge in every branch,
ordered another expedition to be undertaken. The

graphers, Mr. Dalrymple having, on the most satisfactory evidence,
proved, that they are the cluster of islands which comprizes what
has since been called New Britain, New Ireland, &c. The great
light thrown on that cluster by Captain Carteret’s discovery, is a
strong confirmation of this. See Mr. Dalrymple’s Collection of
Voyages, vol. i. p.-16—2I.

c?2
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signal services performed by Captain Cook during
his first voyage, of which we have given the outlimes,
marked him as the fittest person to finish an exami-
nation which he had already so skilfully executed in
part. Accordingly, he was sent out in 1772, with
two ships, the Resolution and Adventure, upon the
most enlarged plan of discovery known in the annals
of navigation ; for he was instructed, not only to
circumnavigate the whole globe, but to circumnavi-
gate it in high southern latitudes, making such
traverses, from time to time, into every corner of the
Pacific Ocean not before examined, as might finally
and effectually resolve the much agitated question
about the existence of a southern continent in anypart
of the southern hemisphere accessible by navigation.
The ample accessions to geography, by the dis-
covery of many islands within the tropic in the Pacific
Ocean, in the course of this voyage, which was
carried on with singular perseverance between three
and four years, have been already stated to the reader.
But the general search now made throughout the
whole southern hemisphere, as being the principal
object in view, hath been reserved for this. separate
article. Here, indeed, we are not to take notice of
lands that have been discovered, but of seas sailed
through, where lands had been supposed to exist.
In tracing the route of the Resolution and Adventure
throughout the South Atlantic, the South Indian, and
the South Pacific Oceans that, environ the globe, and
combining it with the route of the Endeavour, we re-
ceive what may be called ocular demonstration, that
Captain Cook, in his persevering researches, sailed
over many an extensive continent, which, though
supposed to have been seen by former navigators, at
the approach of his ships, sunk into the bosom of
the ocean, and, « like the baseless_fabric of a vision, left
not a wreck behind.”’* It has been urged, that the ex-

* It must be observed, however, that Monsieur le Monier, in the
Memoirs of the French Academy of Sciences for 1776, pleads for
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3 istence of a southern continent is necessary to pre-

serve an equilibrium between the two hemispheres.

the existence of Cape Circumcision, seén by Bouvet in 1738,
# which our English navigator sought for in vain, and supposes to
@ have been only an island of ice. Mr. Wales, in a paper read be-
3 fore the Royal Society, very forcibly replied to M. le Monier’s
2 objections ; and the attack having been repeated, he has drawn up
3# a more extended defence of this part of Captain Cook’s Journal,
2 which he hath very obligingly communicated, and is here inserted.

% Arguments, tending to prove that Captain Cook sought for Cape

= gircumcision under the proper Meridian ; and that the objections
whkick have been made to kis conduct, in this respect, are not well
Sounded. *

# In the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris for
$1776, printed in 1779, M. Le Monier has made some remarks with
a design to show that Captain Cook sought the land, usually called
Cape Circumcision, in a wrong place; and that, instead of looking

“#for it uhder the meridian of 94° or 10° of east longitude, he ought -

"23to have looked for it under a meridian which is only 3°, or 8}° to .
Rhe eastward of the meridian of Greenwich ; and consequently that
his land may exist, notwithstanding all that has yet been done to
nd it. M. Le Monier has also two additional Memoirs on the
ame subject, in the volume for 1779, occasioned, as it appears,
y some objections which have been made to his former Memoir
efore the Academy. For some reason or other, the Academy
Jfhas not thought proper to print the objectfons which have been
#wmade to M. Le Monier's hypothesis; nor has he been particular
Zenough in his two Memoirs which reply to them, to enable me to
Zsay of what importance the objections are. I can only gather,
hat they contain some exceptions to the quantity by which M. Le
¥Monicr asserts the variation alters in 10° of longitude, under the
“Nparallel of 54° south; and which, I conceive, has little to do in

gZthe dispute.

Whether the land, usually called Cape Circumcision, exists or
3% not, is a point of small importance to geography; as the most
4M strenuous asserters of its existence must allow it to be a very incon-
‘M siderable island, and of no use. This, therefore, is not in itself
a matter worthy of dispute; but in asserting this, M. Le Monier
W has, and I am sorry to observe it, with some asperity too, par-
kticularly in his second Memoir, endeavoured to censure the judg-
ment-and conduct of Captain Cook, whose memory I have every
g reason to revere, as well as the judgment of those who were with
Bhim; and, on this account, I cannot help feeling myself called on
to explain the motives which induced Captain Cook to place no
dependence on the arguments now adduced by M. Le Monier in
support of his supposition ; and which, M. Le Monier must know,

c3
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But however plausible this theory may seem at first
sight, experience has abundantly detected its fallacy.

were not unattended to at that time, from what the Captain
has said, p. 236. Vol. II. of his' account of the voyage. And
it may be proper to observe here, that what fell from Captain
Cook on this subject, was to show that this circumstance was then
attended to, and not to throw blame on M. Bouvet, for whose
memeory and abilities Captain Cook entertained great respect : nor
is it incompatible with the utmost respect, for a man to have a
favourable opinion of his own labours; or to endeavour to show
why he thinks the disagreement between them and those of another
person, when there is one, does not arise from an error committed
by himself. There could, therefore, be no occasion for M. Le
Monier to express himself as he has done in several parts of his
second Merfoir.

The substance of M. Le Monier's argument is this. In 1739,
when M. Bouvet’s discovery is supposed to have been made, the
methods for determining the longitude of a ship at sea were very
defective; and, of course, the.longitude of any land which hap-
pened accidentally to be seen by one, was equally uncertain. On
a presumption that this was the case with respect to Cape Circum-
cision, M. Le Monier enquires into the quantity of the variation
of the magnetic needle, observed by M. Bouvet at that place, and
also into observations of the same kind; made at other places in the
neighbourhood of it, about the same time, as well as both before
and since. And by comparing these observations together, he
concludes, that at the time when Captain Cook was in these seas,
the variation of the needle at Cape Circumcision must have been
10° westerly : whereas, in the most westerly point of Captain
Cook’s track, where he was sufficiently near the parallel of 54°
south, to have seen land situated in it, the variation was 134°
westerly. This difference of 834°, in the variation, answers to
about 7° of longitude, in this part of the parallel of 54° south : and
by so much did Captain Cook fall in with this parallel to the east-
ward of what he ought to have done to see the land in question.
¢ Hence (M. Le Monier infers), thatitis notsurprising the British
¢ pavigator snould not find Cape Circumcision under a meridian
‘¢ which is 283° to the eastward of Ferro, when it is really situated
¢ under a meridian which is but 214° to the eastward of it.”

In replying to these allegations, I shall first show, that, grant-
ing the dependence which M. Le Monier supposes may be placed
on observations of the variation made at sea, he has stated the
quantity of the variation observed on board the Resolution, very . 3
erroneously. :

Secondly, I shall prove, beyond contradiction, that observations
of the variation, made at sea, cannot be depended on for the pur-
poses to which M. Le Monicr has applied them.

And, lastly, that no material error had crept into M. Bouwvet":

4
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VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 23

In consequence of Captain Cook’s voyage, now
under consideration, we have a thorough knowledge

reckoning; but that if any error did exist, it must have been of a
contrary nature to that which M. Le Monier supposes.

That M. Le Monier has not given altogether a true represent-
ation of the matter, will appear from hence. On the 16th of
February, at noon *, the Resolution was in latitude 54° 313 south,
which is sufficiently near the parallel of 54° south, to see high
‘land, the northern extremity of which lies to the southward of
that parallel; and at that time we were in 6° east of Greenwich, or
23%° east of the island of Ferro: that is, 43° less than is assigned
for our situation by M. Le Monier. On the evening of the same
day, the ship being in latitude 54° 24’, and longitude 6° 30/, or
241° east og Ferro, the variation was no more than 12° 7' west,
which also is near a degree and a half less then M. Le Monier
says it was, when we first arrived in a proper parallel for secing
Cape Circumcision. It is true, the next morning, in latitude 54°
214’ south, longitude 8° 6’ east, we had 13° 42’ west variation ;
but this was after we had run more than two degrees within sight
of the parallel of 54° south. It is, moreover, highly probabic,
that both these variations were too great; for, on the 17th, in

-the evening, latitude 54° 25' south, and longitude 9° 20’ east ;

that is, 13° more to the eastward, and after we had run 8° on the
parallel we were then on, the variation was no more than 13° 16’
west. It is also worthy of remark, that on the 14th, in the even-
ing, latitude 56° 144’ south, and longitude 4° 50’ east, which is but -
1° 10’ to the westward of the point, where the Resolution came
first into a proper situation to see land, situated in the parallel of
54° south, the variation observed was no more than 6° 50’ west.
And we may further add, that on the 1st of March, 1774, the
Adventure had no more than 123° west variation, though she was
then considerably both to the northward and eastward of our
situation on the 17th of February in the morning, on both which
accounts the variation ought to have been greater, instead of a
whole degree less. From all these circumstances, there can be
little doubt but that the two variations, observed by us on the 16th
and 17th of February, were too great ; or that the variation, at the
point where the Resolution first came sufficiently near the parallel
of 54° south, to see land, the northern extremity of which is
situated in that parallel, could not be more than 113° west, in-
stead of 134°, as M. le Monier has represented it.

Under this head of enquiry, I may also observe, that, although
the Resolution was teo much to the southward of the parallel of

I

* I here go by the datesin ¢ The Original Astronomical Observations,”
printed by order of the Board of Longitude; which, after the 14th of February,
1715, differ one day from Captain Cook's date.

c 4
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of the state of the southern hemisphere, and can
pronounce with certainty, that the equilibrium of

54° south, when she crossed the meridian which is 213 to the
eastward of Ferro, that is, 3%° east of Greenwich, the longitude
which M. Le Monier assigns for Cape Circumcision, to see if it _
had been in that situation, yet her consort, the Adventure, was
for several degrees on each side of that meridian; and especially
when she had 104° of west variation, full as near to the parallel
‘of 54° south as M. Bouvet was to the land when he saw it*; and
on the day that she actually passed that meridian, had fine clear
weather.+ Hence, therefore, granting M. Le Monier his own
arguments, which, however, I have proved to be erroneous, and
that observations made at sea, for tie variation of the compass,
may be depended on for the purpose of finding the longitude,
it is utterly impossible that both the Resolution and Adventure
could have passed Cape Circumcision without seeing it. But I
shall now show, that these observations are liable to a much greater
error than the whole quantity, so vigorously insisted on by this
gentleman.

I will not here run the risk of incurring M. Le Mounier’s dis-
pleasure, by calling the accuracy of M. Bouvet’s observations in
question; but will admit every thing that he himself can think
due to the instruments and observations of that deserving naviga-
tor. It is enough for my argument, and it is but too evident
tfrom the observations themselves, that ours were by no means
capable of determining the variation to so small a quantity as that
which M. Le Monier rests his whole cause upon ; and if so, his argu-
ments, which depend wholly on a supposition, that not only they,
but M. Bouvet's also, were capable of determining it with the
utmost exactness, must fall to the ground.

1st, It appears, from various instances, that the variations ob-
served by the same compass would differ 3° to 5°, 6°, and sometimes
even 10° from no other cause whatever, but putting the ship’s
head a contrary way.t

2d, That the same compass, in the same situation in.every
respect, within a few miles, but at two different times of the same
day, would give variations differing from one another, 3°, 4°, 5°,
6°, and even 7°§.

RS T
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* See The Original Astronomical Observations, p. 185., and Bouvet's Voyage,
published by Mr. Dalrymple, p. 4. and 11.

4+ See the Observations, p. 218.

1 See the Original Astronomical Observations, made in the second voyage,
March 11. 1775, p. 372., January 24. 1774, p. 375., and July 28. p. 378.

§ Observations in the second voyage, February 2. 1773, p. 571., and January
19. 1775, p. 382. Also observations in last voyage, July 17. 1776, p. 179.

_August 30. p. 181., January 24. 1777, p. 192., and September 15, 1778,

p. 205.
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the globe is effectually preserved, though the pro-
portion of sea actually sailed through, leaves no

8d, That the same compass, on the same day, and in the hands
of the same observer, will give variations differing from one another
by 5° on board the same ship, when under sail, and when at
anchor in aroad-stead. *

4th, Compasses made by the same artists at the same time and
place, but on board different ships, differed 3°, 49, and even 5° in
the variation. ¢

5th, The same compasses, on board the same ship, and within
a few miles of the same situation, but at different times of our
being there, gave variations differing by 4° and 5°, or upwards. t

6th, Different compasses, at the same time, on board the same
ship, and in every respect under the same circumstances, will give
variations differing from one another, 8°, 4°, 5°, and 6°. §

These differences, several of which happened very near'the
place in question, are all of them at least equal to, most of them
much greater, and some of them double that which M. Le Monier
founds his argument on, even according to his gwn account of it,
which I have already shown is by no means admissible, and, there-
fore, totally invalidate it. To allege that the instruments made
use of in Captain Cook’s two voyages were bad, or that the ob-
servers were not expert in the use of them, will answer no pur-
pose: they are the instruments and observers which M. Le Mo-
nier’s argument must rest on; and, therefore, let those of the
French, or any other navigator, have been ever so much better
than they were (which few will be hardy enough to assert, and
fewer still found weak enough to believe), it will avail nothing to
the point in dispute, which must evidently fall to the ground, if
the observations made for finding the variation in Captain Cook’s
voyage are not sufficient to support it. What then must become
of'it, if M. Bouvet’s observations, of this kind, were liable to an

* Astronomical Observations of second voyage, July 14, 1775, p. 385,

+ Compare the Astronomical Observations, made in the second voyaze, Angust
3. and 9. and September 4. 1772, p. 181., with those of the same dates, p. 369.
Those of January 11.and 14. and February 7. 1773, p. 182., with those of the
same dates, p. 371. Also Astronomical Observations, made in the Jast voyage, of
December 27. 1776, p- 191, February 22. 1778, p. 201., May 5. and 8. p. 102,
July 9. and 24. 1779, p. 209., and January 16. 1780, p. 212., with those of the
ame dates, p. 291., 295., 294., 297 , and 298.

t Compare Astrc ical Observations, made in the second Voyage, F
10. p. 375., with Observations of December 11. 1774, p. 381. Also Observations
made in the last Voyage, May 3. and June 18. 1779, p. 20S.

§ Observations made in the second Voyage, February 2. 1773 p.371. March
18. p. 372.,and January 24.1774,p. 575: See also Observations made last Voyage,
August 18. 1776, p. 180. October 7. and 14. p. 189, and 190. December 12.
p. ibid. January 24. 1777, p.192. March 10. p. 195. July 9. and 17. 1779,
p- 209. January 16. 1780, p. 212. March 24. p. 213. and May 19. p. 214,

>
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sufficient space for the corresponding mass of land,

equal, or a greater error ? which, without any reasonable cause
for offence, we might suppose they were.

It i not necessary to account for these differences in the ob-
served variations in this place, nor yet to point out the reasons
why such anomalies have not been noticed in observations of this
kind before. I shall, however, remark, that I have hinted at some
of the causes in my introduction to the observations which were
made in Captain Cook's second voyage; and many others will
readily offer themselves to persons who have had much practice in
making these observations, and who have attentively considered
the ‘principles on which the instruments are constructed, and the
manner in which they are fabricated. Nor is it at all surprising,
that the errors to which the instruments and observations of this
kind are liable, should not have been discovered before, since no
navigators before us ever gave the same opportunity, by mul-
tiplying their observations, and making them under such a variety
of circumstances as we did. '

Having now fully shown, that the circumstances, brought for-
ward by M. Le Monier, in support of his argument, are neither
such as can be depended on, nor yet fairly represented, I shall
next attempt to demonstrate, that it is utterly improbable M. Bouvet
could be out, in his account of longitude, so much as is here sup-
posed, in the short run which had been made from the island of
St. Catherine, the place they took their departure from: on the
contrary, that there is sufficient reason to believe the error, of
whatever magnitude it might be, was of a different nature from
that contended for, and that the two ships, instead of being to the
westward of their account of longitude, were actually to the
eastward of it. For according to tieir journals, extracted from
the archives of the French East-India Company, by M. D’ Apres,
printed under his inspection, and published by NK‘ Dalrymple,
F. R, S. amongst other voyages made for the purpose of examin-
ing the southern parts of the Atlantic Ocean, the longitude, ac-
cording to the Eagle’s run from St. Catherine’s, was, 26° 27, and
according to the Mary’s, 26° 20’ east of Teneriff; that is, 9° 57/,
and 9° 50’ east of Greenwich, or 27° 43/, and 27° 36’ east of
Ferro. But the Mary, which went to the Cape of Good Hope,
made 7° 13’ east longitude from the land in question, to that
place. Consequently the Cape of Good Hope being in longitude
18° 28’ east of Greenwich, Cape Circumcision will be in 11° 10’
east of Greenwich, or 1° 20' more to the eastward than the run
by the same ship from the island of St. Catherine’s makes. it.
Again the Eagle made the difference of longitude between Cape
Circumcision and the island of Rodrigues 49° 44'; and by the
observations of M. Pingre, this island is in 62° 50’ of east lon-
gitude from Greenwich : Cape Circumcision is therefore in 13° 6'
east of Greenwich, or 2° 9’ more to the eastward than by the
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which, on speculative arguments, had been main-
tained to be necessary.*

If former navigators have added more land to the
known globe than Captain Cook, to him, at least,
was reserved the honour of being foremost in dis-
closing to us the extent of sea that covers its surface.

His own summary view of the transactions of this
voyage, will be a proper conclusion to these remarks:
¢ 1 had now made the circuit of the Southern Ocean
*“in a high latitude, and traversed it in such a man-
“ ner as to leave not the least room for there being a
‘“ continent, unless near the pole, and out of the
“ reach of navigation. By twice visiting the Tro-
« pical Sea, I had not only settled the situation of
“ some old discoveries, but made there many new

Eagle’s run from St. Catherine’s. Hence, therefore, as the lon-
gitude of this land resulting from a comparison of that shown by
each of the ships, on their making land at places where the lon-
gitude is exceedingly well determined, is greater than that which
results from their run from St. Catherine’s, the longitude of which
is not known with certainty within several degrees, we may infer,
with great safety, that whatever the quantity of M. Bouvet’s
error might be, when he is supposed to have seen Cape Cir-
cumcision, it must have been in defect, and not in excess, as M.
Le Monier supposes it.
CHRIST'S HOSPL’I‘AL,}
April 20. 1784.

* The judgment of the ingenious Author of Reckerches sur les
Américains, on this question, seems to be very deserving of a place
here: ¢ Qu'on calcule, comme on voudra, on sera toujours con-
< traint d’avouer, qu’il y a une plus grande portion de continent
‘“située dans la latitude septentrionale, que dans la latitude
“ australe. . .

¢¢ C'est fort mal a-propos, qu’on a soutenu que cette répartition
¢ inégale ne sauroit exister, sous prétexte que le globe perdroit son
¢ équilibre, faute d’un contrepoiﬁs suffisant au pole méridionale.
“II est vrasi qu'un pied cube d’eau salée ne pese pas autant
“ qu’un pied cube de terre;; mais on auroit di réfléchir, qu'il peut
¢ y avoir sous I'ocean des lits & des couches de matitres, dont la
¢ pésanteur spécifique varie 4 I'infini, & que le peu de profondeur
‘ d’'une mer, versée sur une grande surface, contrebalance les en-
“ droits ol il y a moins de mer, mais oi elle est plus profonde.”
Recherches Philosophiques, tom. ii. p. 375. '

W. WALES.
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« ones, and left, I conceive, very little to be done,
¢ even in that part. Thus I flatter myself, that the
‘¢ intention of the voyage has, in every respect, been
- ¢« fully answered; the southern hemisphere suf-
« ficiently explored; and a final end put to the
¢ searching after a southern continent, which has, at
¢ times, engrossed the attention of some of the Mari-
s« time Powers for near two centuries past, and been
¢c'a favourite theory amongst the geographers of all
“ ages.”’* '

Thus far, therefore, the voyages to disclose new
tracks of navigation, and to reform old defects in
geography, appear to have been prosecuted with a
satisfactory share of success. A perusal of the fore-
going summary of what had been done, will enable
every one to judge what was still wanting to com-
plete the great plan of discovery. The southern
hemisphere had, indeed, been repeatedly visited, and
its utmost accessible extremities been surveyed. But
much uncertainty, and, of course, great variety of
opinion, subsisted, as to the navigable extremities of
our own hemisphere; particularly, as to the ex-
istence, or, at least, as to the practicability of a nor-
thern passage between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans, either by sailing eastward, round Asia, or
westward, round North America.

It was obvious, that if such a passage could be ef-
fected, voyages to Japan and China, and, indeed, to
the East Indies in general, would be much shortened ;
and consequently become more profitable, than by
making the tedious circuit of the Cape of Good
Hope. Accordingly, it became a favourite object of
the English to effectuate this above two centuries
ago ; and (to say nothing of Cabot’s original attempt,
in 1497, which ended in the discovery of Newfound-
land, and the Labradore coast) from Frobisher’s first
voyage to tind a western passage, in 1576, to those

* See Vol. IV: p. 219.
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of James and of Fox, in 1631, repeated trials had been
made by our enterprising adventurers. But though
farther knowledge of the northern extent of America
was obtained in the course of these voyages by the
discovery of Hudson’s and Baffin’s Bays, the wished-
for passage, on that side, into the Pacific Ocean, was __
still unattained. Our countrymen, and the Putch,

were equally unsuccessful, in various attempts, to
find this passage in an eastern direction. 1.1§700d’s

% failure, in 1676, seems to have closed the long*list of

unfortunate northern expeditions in that century ;
and the discovery, if not absolutely despaired of, by
% having been so often missed, ceased, for many years, _
4 tobe sought for.

?  Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the probability of
% a north-west passage through Hudson’s Bay, in our
: own time, once more recalled the attention of this
2 country to that undertaking ; and, by his active zeal
% and persevering solicitation, renewed the spirit of
* discovery. But it was renewed in vain. For Cap-
tain Middleton, sent out by Government in 1741,
and Captains Smith and Moore, by a private society,
in 1746, though encouraged by an act of parliament

4 passed in the preceding year, that annexed a reward

% of twenty thousand pounds to the discovery of a pas-
< sage, returned from Hudson’s Bay with reports of
% their proceedings that left the accomplishment of
# this favourite object at as great a distance as ever.

- When researches of this kind, no longer left to the
solicitations of an individual, or to the subscriptions
of private adventurers, became cherished by the
Royal attention, in the present reign, and warmly
promoted by the Minister at the head of the naval
department, it was impossible, while so much was
done toward exploring the remotest corners of the
southern hemisphere, that the northern passage
should not be attempted. Accordingly, while Cap-
tain Cook was prosecuting his voyage toward the
south pole, in 1773, Lord Mulgrave sailed with two
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‘

ships, fo determine how far navigation was practicable
toward the nortk pole. And though his Lordship
met with the same insuperable bar to his progress,
which former navigators had experienced*, the hopes
of opening a commuanication between the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans, by a northerly course, were not
abandoned ; and a voyage for that purpose was or-
dered to be undertaken.

The operations proposed to be pursued were so
new, so extensive, and so various, that the skill and
experience of Captain Cook, it was thought, would
be requisite to conduct them. Without being liable
to any charge of want of zeal for the public service,
he might have passed the rest of his days in the com-
mand to which he had been appointed in Greenwich
Hospital, there to enjoy the fame he had dearly
earned in two circumnavigations of the world. But
he cheerfully relinquished this honourable station at
home ; and, happy that the Earl of Sandwich had
not cast his eye upon any other commander, engaged
in the conduct of the expedition, the history of
which is presented to the public in these volumes;
an expedition that would expose him to the toils and
perils of a third circumnavigation, by a track - hi-
therto unattempted. KEvery former navigator round
the globe had made his passage home to Europe by
the Cape of Good Hope; the arduous task was now
assigned to Captain Cook, of attempting it, by
reaching the high northern latitudes between Asia
and America. So that the usual plan of discovery
was reversed; and, instead of a passage from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, one from the latter into the
former was to be tried. For it was wisely foreseen,
that whatever openings or inlets there might be on
the east side of America, which lie in a direction

® See the history of former attempts to sail toward the north

pole, in the introduction to Lord Mulgrave’s Journal. Mr. Bar-

rington has collected several instances of ships advancing to very
igh latitudes. See his Miscellanies, p. 1—124. .-
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which could give any hopes of a passage, the ulti-
mate success of it would still depend upon there
being an open sea between the west side of that
continent, and the extremities of Asia. Captain
Cook, therefore, was ordered to proceed into the
Pacific Ocean, through the chain of his new islands
in the southern~tropic, and having crossed the
equator into its northern parts, then to hold such a
course as might probably fix many interesting points
in geography, and produce intermediate disoveries,
in his progress northward to the principal scene of
his operations. ™ ’

But the plan of the voyage, and the various objects
it embraced, will best appear from the instructions
under which Captain Cook sailed ; and the insertion
of them here will convey such authentic information,
as may enable the reader to judge with precision how
far they have been carried into execution.

——a—

« By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord
« High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

¢¢ Secret Instructions for Captain James Cook, Commander
¢ of his Majesty’s sloop the Resolution.

“ WHEREAS, the Earl of Sandwich has signified to us his
¢ Majesty’s pleasure that an attempt should be made to find
¢ out a northern passage by sea from the Pacific to the

Atlantic Ocean; and whereas we have, in pursuance .

thereof, caused his Majesty’s sloops Resolution and Dis-

covery to be fitted, in all respects, proper to proceed upon

a voyage for the purpose above-mentioned, and, from the

experience we have had of your abilities and good conduct

in your late voyages, bave thought fit to intrust you with
¢ the conduct of the present intended voyage, and with that
¢ view appointed you to command the first-mentioned sloop,
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[ {4
({1
«
({3

and directed Captain Clerke, who commands the other, to
follow your orders for his further proceedings; you are
hereby required and directed to proceed with the said two
sloops directly to the Cape of Good Hope, unless you shall

- judge it necessary to stop at Madeira, the Cape de Verd,

({3
(14
(43
[

or Canary Islands, to take in wine for the use of their
companies; in which case you are at liberty to do so, tak-
ing care to remain there no longer than may be necessary
for that purpose.

¢ On your arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, you are to
refresh the sloops’ companies, and to cause the sloops to be
supplied with as much provisions and water as they can
conveniently stow. :

 You are, if possible, to leave the Cape of Good Hope
by the end of October, or the beginning of November
next, and proceed to the southward in search of some
islands said to have been lately seen by the French, in the
the latitude of 48° o' south, and about the meridian of
Mauritius. In case you find those islands, you are to ex-
amine them thoroughly for a good harbour; and upon
discovering one, make the necessary observations to facili-
tate the finding it again; as a good port, in that situation,
may hereafter prove very useful, although it should afford
little or nothing more than shelter, wood, and water. You"
are not, however, to spend too much time in looking out
for those islands, or in the examination of them, if found,
but proceed to Otaheite, or the Society Isles (touching at
New Zealand in your way thither, if you should judge it
necessary and convenient), and taking care to arrive there
time enough to admit of your giving the sloops’ companies
the refreshment they may stand in need of, before you pro-
secute the farther’ object of these instructions.

¢ Upon your ar{ival at Otaheite, or the Society Isles, rou
are to land Omiah at such of them as he may choose, and
to leave him there.

“ You are to distribute among the chiefs of those islands
such part of the presents with which you have been sup-
plied, as you shall judge proper, reserving the remainder
to distribute among the natives of the countries you may
discover in the northern hemisphere : and having refreshed
the people belonging to the sloops under your command,
and taken on board such wood and water as they may re-
spectively stand in need of, you are to leave those islands

_in the beginning of February, or sooner, if you shall judge




VOYAGE TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 33

“ it necessary, and then proceed in as direct a_course as
% you can to the coast of New Albion, endeavouring to fall in
¢ with it in the latitude of 45° o' north; and taking care in
“ your way thither, not to lose any time in search of new
“ lands, or to stop atany you may fall in with, unless you
¢ find it necessary to recruit your wood and water.

 You are also, in your way thither, strictly enjoined not
to touch upon any part of the Spanish dominions on the
¢ western continent of America, unless driven thither by
¢ some unavoidable accident; in which case you are to stay
no longer there than shall be absolutely necessary, and to
be very careful not to give any umbrage or offence to any
of the inhabitants or subjects of his Catholic Majesty. And
if, in your farther progress to the northward, as hereafter
directed, you find any subjects of any European Prince or
State, upon any part of the coast you may think proper to
visit, you are not to disturb them, or give them any just
cause of offence, but, on the contrary, to treat them with
¢ civility and friendship.

¢ Upon your arrival on the coast of Newj;lbion, you are
to put into the first convenient port to recruit your wood
and water, and procure refreshments, and then to proceed
northward along the coast, as far as the latitude of 65°, or
farther, if you are not obstructed by lands or ice; taking
care not to lose any time in exploring rivers or inlets, or
upon any other account, until you get into the before-
mentioned latitude of 65°, where we could wish you to
arrive in the month of June next. When you get that
length, you are very carefully to search for, and to explore,
such rivers or inlets as may appear to be of a considerable
extent, and pointing towards Hudson’s or Baffin’s Bays;
and if, from your own observations, or from any informa-
tion you may receive from the natives (who, there is reason
to believe, are the same race of people, and speak the same
language, of which you are furnished with a Vocabulary, as
the Esquimaux), there shall appear to be a certainty, or

even a probability, of a water passage into the afore-men-

tioned bays, or either of them, you are, in such case, to use

your utmost endeavours to pass through with one or both

of the sloops, unless you shall be of opinion that the pas.

sage may be effected with more certainty, or with greater

probability, by smaller vessels; in which case you are to

set up the frames of one or both the small vessels with

which you are provided, and, when they are put together,
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¢ and are properly fitted, stored, and victualled, you are to
$¢ dispatch one or both of them, under the care of proper of-
¢ ficers, with a sufficient namber of petty officers, men, and
 boats, in order to attempt the same passage; with such
¢¢ instructions for their rejoining you, if they should fail, or
for their farther proceedings, if they should succeed in
the attempt, as you shall judge most proper. But, ne-
vertheless, if you shall find it more eligible to pursue any
other measures than those above pointed out in order to
make a discovery of the before-mentioned passage (if any
such there be), you are at liberty, and we leave it to your
discretion, to pursue such measures accordingly.
* ¢ In case you shall be satisfied that there is no passaﬁe
¢ through to the above-mentioned bays, sufficient for the
“ purposes of navigation, you are, at the proper scason of the
¢ ﬁ:ar, to repair to the port of St. Peter and St. Paul in
¢ Kamtschatka, or wherever else you shall judge more pro-
‘ per, in order to refresh your people and pass the winter;
¢ and, in the spring of the ensuing year 1778, to proceed
‘¢ from thence to the northward, as far as, in your prudence,
“ you may think proper, in further search of a north-east,
‘¢ or north-west passage, from the Pacific Ocean into the
¢ Atlantic Ocean, or t%e North Sea: and if; from your own
observation, or any information you may receive, there
shall appear to be a probability of such passage, you are to
proceed as above directed: and, having discovered such
passage, or failed in the attempt, make the best of your
way back to England, by such route as you may think
best for the improvement of geography and navigation ;
repairing to Spithead with both sloops, where they are
¢ to remain till further order.
¢ At whatever places you may touch in the course of your
¢ voyage, where accurate observations of the nature here-
¢ after mentioned have not already been made, you are,
“ as far as your time will allow, very carefully to observe
¢ the true situation of such places, both in latitude and
. longitude; the variation of the needle; bearings of
‘¢ headlands; height, direction, and course of the tides and
¢¢ currents; depths and soundings of the sea ; shoals, rocks, &c.;
¢ and also to survey, make charts, and take views of such
¢ bays, harbours, and different parts of the coast, and to
¢ make such notations thereon, as may be useful either to
¢¢ navigation or commerce. You are also carefully to observe
s the nature of the soil, and the produce thereof; the animals
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“ and fowls that inhabit or frequent it; the fishes that are
“ to be found in the rivers or upon the coast, and in what
¢ plenty; and, in case there are any peculiar to such places,
¢ to describe them as minutely, and to make as accurate
¢ drawings of them, as you can: and, if you find any metals,
 minerals, or valuable stones, or any extraneous fossils, you
¢ are to bring home specimens of each ; as also of the seeds
 of such trees, shrubs, plants, fruits, and grains, peculiar
¢ to those places, as you may be able to collect, and to
¢ transmit them to our Secretary, that proper examination
¢ and experiments may be made of them. You are likewisé
¢ to observe the genius, temper, disposition, and number
¢ of the natives and inhabitants, where you find any; and
‘No\;ndeavour, by all proper means, to cultivate a friendship
¢ with them; making them presents of such trinkets as you
¢ may have on board, and they may like best; inviting them
¢ to traffic; and showing them every kind of civility and
¢ regard ; but taking care, nevertheless, not to suffer yourself'
¢ to be surprised by them, but to be always on your guard
¢ against any accidents.

“ You are also, with the consent of the natives, to take
¢ possession, in the name of the King of Great Britain, of
‘ convenicnt situations in such countries as you may dis-
¢ cover, that have not already been discovered or visited
« by any other European power; and to distribute among
¢ the inhabitants such things us will remain as traces and
¢¢ testimonies of your having been there; but if you find the
¢ countries so discovered are uninhabited, you are to take
¢ possession of them for his Majesty, by setting up proper
“ marks and inscriptions, as first discoverers and pos-

5 ¢¢ sessors.

¢ But forasmuch as, in undertakings of this nature, several

.. ¢ emergencies may arise not to be foreseen, and therefore
" ¢ not particularly to be provided for by instructions before-

< hand, you are, in all such cases, to proceed as you shall
¢ judge most advantageous to the service on which you are
« employed.

* You are, by all opportunities, to send to our Secretary,
¢ for our information, accounts of your proceedings, and
¢¢ copies of the surveys and drawings you shall have made;
¢ and upon your arrival in England, you are immediately to
¢ repair to tgis office, in order to lay before us a full account
¢ of your proceedings in the whole course of your voyage;

¢ taking care, before you leave the sloop, to demand from the

D2
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« officers and petty officers, the log-books and journals they
¢ may have kept, and to seal them up for our inspection; and
¢ enjoining them, and the whole crew, not to divulge where
% they have been, until they shall have permission so to do:
« and you are to direct Captain Clerke to do the same, with
« respect to the officers, petty officers, and crew of the Dis-
¢ covery.

« If any accident should happen to the Resolution in the
« course of the voyage, so as to disable her from proceeding
« any farther, you are, in such case, to remove yourself and
« her crew into the Discovery, and to prosecute your voyage
¢ in her; her commander being hereby strictly required to
« receive you on board, and to obey your orders, the same,
¢ in every respect, as when you were actually on board the
«¢ Resolution : and, in case of your inability, by sickness or
« otherwisé, to carry these instructions into execution, you
« are to be careful to leave them with the next officer in
« command, who is hereby required to execute them in the
¢ best manner he caK

<« Given under- our\ hands the 6th day of July, 1776,
«' SaNDWICH.

; ¢« C. SPENCER.

« H, ParrisER.
¢« By command of their Lordships,

<« PH., STEPHENS.”

Besides ordering Captain Cook to sail on this im-
portant voyage, government, in earnest about the
object of it, adopted a measure, which, while it could
not but have a powerful operation on .the crews of
the Resolution and Discovery, by adding the motives
of interest, to the obligations of duty ; at the same
time encouraged all his Majesty’s subjects to engage
in attempts toward the proposed discovery. By the
act of parliament, passed in 1745*, a reward of

* See the Statutes at Large, 18 George II. chap. 17.
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twenty thousand pounds had been held out. But it
had been held out only to the ships belonging to any
of his Majesty’s subjects, exclusive of his Majesty’s
own ships. The act had a still more capital defect.
It held out this reward only to such “ships as should
discover a passage through Hudson’s Bay.; and, as
we shall soon take occasion to explain, it was by this
time pretty certain, that no such passage existed
within those limits. Effectual care was taken to
remedy both these defects, by passing a new law;
which, after reciting the provisions of the former,
proceeds as follows: ¢ And, whereas, many advant-
‘¢ ages, both to commerce and sciénce, may be also
¢ expected from the discovery of any Northern pas-
<« sage for vessels by sea, between the Atlantic and
« Pacific Oceans—be it enacted, That if any ship
 belonging to any of his Majesty’s subjects, or o
¢ his Majesty, shall find out, and sail through, any
<« passage by sea, between the Atlantic and Pacific
« Oceans, in any-direction, or parallel of the northern
¢ hemisphere, tothe northward of the 52° of north-
 ern latitude, the owners of such ships, if belonging
“ to any of his Majesty’s subjects, or the commander,
 officers, and seamen, of such ship belonging to his
“ Majesty, shall receive as a reward for such dis-
s« covery, the sum of twenty thousand pounds.
¢« And whereas ships employed, both in the Spitz-
bergen Seas, and in Davis’s Straits, have frequent
opportunities of approaching the North Pole, though
they have not time, during the course of one sum-
mer, to penetrate into the Pacific Ocean; and
whereas, such approaches may greatly tend to the
¢ discovery of a communication between the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans, as well as be attended with
many advantages to commerce and science, &c.
be it enacted, That if any ship shall approach to
within 1° of the North Pole, the owner, &c. or
commander, &c. so approaching, shall receive, as
D
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*¢ a reward for such first approach, the sum of five
¢ thousand pounds.” *

That nothing might be omitted that could faeili-
tate the success of Captain Cook’s expedition, some
time before he sailed, in the beginning of the summmer
of 1776, Lieutenant Pickersgill, appointed com-
mander of his Majesty’s armed brig the Lion, was
ordered ¢ to proceed to Davis’s Straits, for the pro-
¢ tection of the British whale-fishers ;> and that
first object being secured, he was then ¢ required
¢« and directed to proceed up Baffin’s Bay, and ex-
« plore the coasts thereof], as far as, in his judgment,
¢ the same could be done without apparent risk,
¢ taking care to leave the above mentioned bay so
¢ timely as to secure his return to England in the
« fall of the year;”’ and it was farther enjoined to
him, ¢ to make nautical remarks of every kind, and
¢ to employ Mr. Lane (master of thre vessel under
¢ his command) in surveying, making charts, and
¢ taking views of the several bays, harbours, and
¢ different parts of the coasts which he might visit,
¢ and in making such notations thereon as might be
«« useful to geography and navigation.” +

Pickersgill, we see, was not to attempt the dis-
covery of the passage. He was directed to explore
the coasts of Baffin’s Bay, with a view only to bring
back, the same year, some information, which might
be a useful direction toward planning an intended
voyage into that bay the ensuing summer, to try for
the discovery of a passage on that side, with a view
to co-operate with Captain Cook, who, it was sup-
posed (from the tenor of his instructions).would be
trying for this passage, about the same-time, from
the opposite side of America.

Pickersgill, obeying his instructions, at least in
this instance, did return that year ; but there were

* See the Statutes at Large, ¥776, 16 George 111. chap. 6.
+ From his M8. Instructions, dated May 14. 1776.
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sufficient reasons for not sending him out again;
% and the command of the next expedition into Baffin’s

* Bay was conferred on Lieutenant Young; whose

.

# instructions, having an- immediate connection with
2 our voyage, are here inserted.

et —

Extract of Instructions to Lieutenant Young, commanding
¢ the Lion armed Vessel, dated r3th March, r777.
“ WHEREAS, in pursuance of the King’s pleasure, sig-
nified to us by the Earl of Sandwich, his Majesty’s sloops,
the Resolution and Discovery, have been sent out under
the command of Captain Cook, in order, during this and
the ensuing year, to attempt a discovery of a northern
passage, by sea, from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean ;
and, for that purpose, to run up as high as the latitude of
65° north, where, it is hoped, he will be able to arrive in
the month of June next; and there, and as much further
to the northward as in his prudence he shall think proper,,
very carefully to search for, and explore such rivers, or in-
lets, as may appear to be of a considerable extent, and.
pointing to Hudson’s or Baffin’s Bays, or the North Sea;
and, upon finding any passage through, sufficient for the,
purposes of navigation, to attempt such passage with one or,
both of the sloops; or, if they are judged to’ be too large,
with smaller vessels, the frames of which have been sent out
with him for that purpose: And, whereas, in pursuance of
his Majesty’s further pleasure, signified as aforesaid, the
armed vessel under your command hath been fitted in order
to procéed to Baffin’s Bay, with a view to explore the
western parts thereof, and to endeavour to find a passage,
on that side, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, and we-
¢ have thought fit to intrust you with the conduct of that-
¢« voyage; you are therefore hereby required and directed to
put to sea in the said armed vessel, without a moment’s loss -
of time, and make the best of your way into Baffin’s Bay,
and so use your best endeavours to explore the western
shores thereof, as far as in your judgment the same can be
done, without apparent risk, and to examine such con--
siderable rivers or inlets as you may discover ; and, in case °
. D 4
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« you find any, through which there may be a probability of
¢ passing into the Pacific Ocean, gou are to attempt such
« passage; and if you succeed in the attempt, and shall be
“ able to repass it again, so as to return to England this year,
« you are to make the best of your way to Spithead, or the
¢« Nore, and remain there until you receive further order;
“ sending us an account of your arrival and proceedings.
¢ But if you shall succeed in the attempt, and shall find the
¢ season too far advanced for you to return the same way,
you are then to look out for the most convenient place to
winter in, and to endeavour to return by the said passage
as early in the next year as the season will admit, and then
to make the best of your way to England, as above di-
rected.
¢ In case, however, you should not find, or should be sa-
tisfied there is not any probability of finding, any such
passage; or, finding it, you should not be able to get through
‘in the vessel you command, you are then to return to
¢ England, as before mentioned, unless you shall find any
¢ branch of the sea leading to the westward which you shall
¢« judge likely to afford a communication between the At-
¢ lantic and Pacific Oceans, and which you shall not be able
¢ to explore in the course of this year, it being, in that case,
¢ left to your discretion to stay the winter in the most com-
¢ modious situation you can find, in order to pursue the dis-
covery next year, if you shall find it adviseable so to do;
and, having discovered such passage, or not succeeded in
the attempt, you are to make the best of your way to Eng-
land, as above directed.”

It was natural to hope, that something would have
been done in one or other, or in both these voyages
of the Lion, that might have opened our views with
regard to the practicability of a passage from this
side of America. But, unfortunately, the execution
did not answer the expectations conceived. Pickers-
gill, who had acquired professional experience when
acting under Captain Cook, justly merited the cen-
sure he received, for improper behaviour when in-
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trusted with command in Davis’s Straits; and the

“% talents of Young, as it afterward appeared, were more
" adapted to contribute to the glory of a victory, as

% commander of a line-of-battle ship, than to add to

geographical discoveries, by encountering mountains

of ice, and exploring unknown coasts.*

Both Pickersgill and Young having been ordered to

# proceed into Baffin’s Bay; and Captain Cook being
2 directed not to begin his search till he should arrive
Z in the latitude of 65°, it may not be improper to saK
2 something here of the reasons which weighed wit

+ those who planned the voyages,-and framed the in-

# structions, to carry their views so far northward, as

the proper situation, where the passage, if it existed
at all, was likely to be attempted with success. It

3 may be asked, why was Hudson’s Bay neglected on

our side of America? and why was not Captain Cook

. ordered to begin his search on its opposite side, in
# much lower latitudes? particularly, why not explore
3% the strait leading into the Western sea of John de

> Fuca, between the latitudes of 47° and 48°; the Ar-
< chipelago of St. Lazarus of Admiral de Fonte, be-

kL

: tween 50° and 55°; and the rivers and lakes through

which he found a passage north-eastward, till he
met with a ship from Boston?

As to the pretended discoveries of de Fuca, the

%Greek pilot, or of de Fonte, the Spanish admiral,
‘@ though they have sometimes found their way into
* fictitious maps, or have been warmly contended for

: by the espousers of fanciful systems, to have directed
Captain Cook to spend any time in tracing them,

* *In the Philosophical Transactions, Vol. Ixviii. p. 1057, we
have the track of Pickersgill's voyage, which, probably, may be
of use to our Greenland ships, as 1t contains many observations for
fixing the longitude and latitude of the coasts in Davis’s Straits.
But it appears that he never entered Baffin’s Bay, the highest
northern latitude to which he advanced being 68° 14'. As to
Young’s proceedings, having failed absolutely in making any dis-
covery, it is of less consequence, that no commurication of his
journal could be procured.
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would have been as wise a measure as if he had been
directed to trace the situation of Lilliput or Brobdig-
nac. The latter are, indeed, confessedly, mere ob-
jects of imagination; and the former, destitute of
any sufficient external evidence, bear so many striking-
marks of internal absurdity, as warrant our pronounc-
ing them to be the fabric of inposture. Captain
Cook’s instructions were founded on an accurate
knowledge of what had been already done, and of
what still remained to do; and this knowledge
pointed out the inutility of beginning his search for
a passage till his arrival in the latitade of 65°; of
which every fair and capable inquirer will be abund-
antly convinced, by an attention to the following
particulars.

Middleton, who commanded the expedition in
1741 and 1742, into Hudson’s Bay, had proceeded
farther north than any of his predecessors in that
navigation. But though, from his former acquaint-
ance with that Bay, to which he had frequently sailed
in the service of the company, he had entertained
hopes of finding out a passage through it into the
Pacific Ocean, the observations which he was now
enabled to make, induced him to change his opinion;
and, on his return to England, he made an unfavour.
able report. Mr. Dobbs, the patron of the enterprize,
did not acquiesce in this; and, fortified in his original
idea of the practicability of the passage, by the testi-
mony of some of Middleton’s officers, he appealed to
the public, accusing him of having misrepresented
facts, and of having, from interested motives, in
concert with the Hudson’s Bay Company, decided
against the practicability of the passage, though the
discgveries of his own voyage had put it within his
reach.

He had, between the latitude of 65° and 66°,
found a very considerable inlet running westward,
into which he entered with his ships; and, « after
‘ repeated trials of the tides, and endeavours to dis-
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“s¢ cover the nature and course of the opening, for
-« three weeks successively, he found the flood con-
-z stantly to come from the eastward ; and that it was
¢ a large river he had got into;”’ to which he gave
3 the name of Wager River.*

%‘g The accuracy, or rather the fidelity of this report
2was denied by Mr. Dobbs, who contended that this
‘;opemng is a strait, and not a fresh water river, and
“that Middleton, if he had examined it properly,
“would have found a passage through it to the Western
“American Ocean. The failure of this voyage, there-
~fore, only served to furnish our zealous advocate for
ghe discovery, with new arguments for attempting it
“gonce more; and he had the good fortune, after getting
ghe neward of twenty thousand pounds established by
&@ct of parliament, to prevail upon a society of gentle-
en and merchants to fit out the Dobbs and Cali-
3 fornia; which ships, it was hoped, would be able to
““find their way into the Pacific Ocean, by the very
~opening which Middleton’s voyage had pointed out,

" zand which he was believed to have misrepresented.
‘;4; This renovation of hope only produced fresh dis-
appointment. For it is well known, that the voyage
f the Dobbs and California, instead of confuting,
'«:strougly confirmed all that Middleton had asserted.
“The supposed strait was found to be nothing more
t»’ihan a fresh water river, and its utmost western navi-
' rgable boundaries were now ascertained, by accurate
‘examination. But though Wager’s Strait had thus
idisappointed our hopes, as had also done Rankin’s’
Inlet, which was now found to be a close bay; and
though other arguments, founded on the supposed
course of the tides in Hudson’s Bay appeared to be.
groundless, such is our attachment to an opxmon
& once adopted, that, even after the unsuccessful issue
28 of the voyage of the Dobbs and California, a passage
3 through some other place in that bay was, by many,

* See the Abstract of his Journal, published by Mr. Dobbs.
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considered as attainable; and, particularly, Chester-
field’s (formerly called Bowden’s) Inlet, lying between
latitude 63° and 64°, succeeded Wager’s Strait, in
the sanguine expectations of those who remained un-
convinced by former disappointments. Mr. Ellis,
who was on board the ships, and who wrote the
history of the voyage, holds up this as one of the
places where the passage may be sought for, upon
very rational grounds, and with very good effects.*
He also mentions Repulse Bay, nearly in latitude
67°; but as to this he speaks less confidently ; only
saying, that by an attempt there, we might probably
approach nearer to the discovery.t He had good
reason for thus guarding his expression ; for the com-
mittee who directed this voyage, admitting the
impracticability of effecting a passage at Repulse
Bay, had refused allowing the ships to go into it,
being satisfied as to that place.t

Setting Repulse Bay, therefore, aside, within
which we have no reason for believing that any inlet

exists, there remained no ({)art of Hudson’s Bay to be

searched, but Chesterfield’s Inlet, and a small track
of coast between the latitude 62°, and what is called
the South Point of Main, which had been left unex-
plored by the Dobbs and California. ,

But this last gleam of hope has now disappeared.
The aversion of the Hudson’s Bay Company to con-
tribute any thing to the discovery of a north-west
passage, had been loudly reported by Mr. Dobbs ;
and the public seemed to believe that the charge was
well founded. But still, in justice to them, it must
be allowed, that, in 1720, they had sent Messrs.
Knight and Barlow in a sloop on this very discovery;

* Ellis’s Voyage, p. 323. + Ibid. p. 830.

i Account of the voyage, by the clerk of the California, Vol.
ii. p. 278. Mr. Dobbs himself says, that ke thought the passage
would be impracticable, or, at least, very W, n case there was
one farther North than 67°.~—Account of Hudson’s Bay, p. 99.
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but these unfortunate people were never more heard
of. Mr. Scroggs, who sailed in search of them, in
1722, only brought back proofs of their shipwreck,
but no fresh intelligence about a passage, which he
was also to look for. They also sent a sloop and a
shallop, to try for this discovery, in 1737 ; but to no
purpose. It obstructions were thrown in the way of
Captain Middleton, and of the commanders of the
- Dobbs and California, the Governor and Committee
:of the Hudson’s Bay Company, since that time, we
Zmust acknowledge, have made amends for the narrow
E%prejudices of their predecessors; and we have it in

gour power to appeal to facts, which abundantly
testify, that every thing has been done by them, that

% could be required by the public, toward perfecting
2% the search for a north-west passage.

In the year 1761, Captain Christopher sailed from

Fort Churchill, in the sloo Churchill; and his
¢ voyage was not quite fruitless: for he sailed up

Chesterfield’s Inlet, through which a passage had,

by Mr. Ellis’s account of it, been so generally ex-.
& pected. But when the water turned brackish, which

§ marked that he was not in a strait, but in a river, he

¢ returned. .
t  To leave no room for a variety of’ opinion, how-

% ever, he was ordered to repeat the voyage the en-

suing summer, in the same sloop, and Mr. Norton, in

3 acutter, was appointed to attend him. By the favour
.- of the Governor and Committee of the Company, the
% Journals of Captain Christopher, and of Mr. Norton,

and Captain Christopher’s chart of the Inlet, have
been readily communicated. From these authentic
documents, it appears that the search and examin.
ation of Chesterfield’s Inlet was now completed. It
was found to end in a fresh water lake, at the dis-
tance of about one hundred and seventy miles from
the sea. This lake was found also to be about
twenty-one leagues long, and from five to ten
broad, and to be completely closed up on every side,

7
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except to the west, where there was a little rivulet;
to survey the state of which, Mr. Norton and the
crew of the cutter having landed, and marched up
the country, saw that it soon terfhinated in three
falls, one above another, and not water for a small
boat over them ; and ridges, mostly dry from side
to side, for five or six miles higher.

Thus ends Chesterfield’s Inlet, and all Mr. Ellis’s
expectations of a passage through it to the Western
Ocean. The other part of the coast, from latitude
62°, to the South Point of Main, within which limits
hopes were also entertained of finding a passage,
have, of late years, been thoroughly explored. It is
here that Pistol Bay is situated ; which the author
who has writ last in this country, on the probability
of a north-west passage*, speaks of as the only re-
maining part of Hudson’s Bay where this western
communication may exist. But this has been also
examined ; and, on the authority of Captain Chris-
topher, we .can assure the reader, that there is no
inlet of any consequence in all that part of the coast.
Nay, he has, in an open boat, sailed round the bottom
of what is called Pistol Bay, and, instead of a pas-
sage to a western sea, found it does not run above
three or four miles inland.

Besides these voyages by sea, which satisfy us that
we must not look for a passage to the South of 67°
of latitude; we are indebted to the Hudson’s Bay
Company for a journey by land which has thrown
much additional light on this matter, by affording
what may be called demonstration, how much farther
north, at least in some part of their voyage, ships
must hold their course, before they can pass from one
side of America to the other. The Northern Indians,
who come down to the Company’s forts for trade, had
brought to the knowledge of our people, the exist-
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* Printed for Jeffreys, in‘1768. His words are, ¢ There re-
“ mains then to be searched for the discovery of a passage, the
“ opening called Pistol Bay, in Hudson’s Bay.” P. 122.
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ence of a river ; which, from copper abounding near

% it, had got the name of the Copper-mine River. We
= read much about this river in Mr. Dobbs’s publica-
tions, and he considers the Indian accounts of it as

& favourahle to his system. The Company being de-
28 sirous of examining the matter with precision, ordered
“# their Governor of Prince of Wales’s Fort, to send a
3 proper person to travel by land, under the escort of

: some trusty Northern Indians, with orders to pro-
% ceed to this famous river, to take an accurate survey
=y of its course, and to trace it to the sea, into which it
% empties itself. Mr. Hearne, a young gentleman in
% their service, who, having been an officer in the
§ navy, was well qualified to make observations for fix-
§ ing the longitude and latitude, and make drawings of
% the country he shall pass through, and of the river

= which he was to examine, was appointed for this
= service.
5  Accordingly, he set out from Fort Prince of Wales,
= on Churchill River, in latitude 58° 50, on the 7th
-3 of December, 1770; and the whole of his proceed-
& ings, from time to time, are faithfully preserved in
- his written Journal. The publication of this would
not be an unacceptable present to the world, as it
‘2 draws a plain artless picture of the savage modes of
2 life, the scanty means of subsistence, and indeed of
2 the singular wretchedness, in every respect, of the
% various tribes, who, without fixed habitations, pass
-1 their miserable lives, roving throughout the dreary
- deserts, and over the frozen lakes of the immense
§ track of continent through which Mr. Hearne passed,
i{.f?
&

and which he may be said to have added to the geo-
graphy of the globe. His general course was to the
north-west. 1n the month of June, 1771, being then
at a place called Conge catha wha Chaga, he had, to
use his own words, two good observations, both

meridian and double altitudes, the mean of whick de-
termines this place to be in latitude 68° 46’ north, and,
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by account, in longitude 24° 2' west of Churchill River.
On the 13th of July (having left Conge catha wha
Chaga by the 2d, and travelling-still to the west of
north) he reached the Copper-mine River: and was
not a little surprized to find it differ so much from the
descriptions given of it by the natives at the fort;
for, instead of being likely to be navigable for a ship,
it is, at this part, scarcely navigable for an Indian
canoe ; three falls being in sight, at one view, and
being choked up with shoals and stony ridges.

Here Mr. Hearne began his survey of the river.
This he continued till he arrived at its mouth, near
which his Northern Indians massacred twenty-one
Esquimaux, whom they surprized in their tents. We
shall give Mr. Hearne’s account of his arrival at the
sea, in his own words. ¢ After the Indians had
¢ plundered the tents of the Esquimaux of all the
«¢ copper, &c. they were then again ready to assist
¢ me in making an end to the survey ; the sea then
¢ in sight from the north-west by west to the north-
¢ east, distant about eight miles. It was then about
« five in the morning of the 17th, when I again pro-
« ceeded to survey the river to the mouth, still found,
¢ in every respect, no ways likely, or a possibility of
<t being made navigable, being full of shoals and
¢« falls: and, at the entrance, the river emptying
¢« itself over a dry flat of the shore. For the tide was
¢ then out, and seemed, by the edges of the ice; to
¢« flow about twelve or fourteen feet, which will only
«¢ reach a little within the river’s mouth. That bein
¢ the case, the water in the river had not the least
«¢ brackish taste. But I am sure of its being the sea,
< or some part thereof, by the quantity of whale-bone
« and seal-skins the Esquimaux had at their tents; as
« also the number of seals which I saw upon the ice.
« The sea, at the river’s mouth, was full of islands
« and shoals, as far as I could see, by the assistance
“ of a pocket telescope; and the ice was not yet
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%« broken up, only thawed away about three quarters
¢ of a mile from the shore, and a little way round the
#¢ islands and shoals. ‘
4 ¢ By the time I had completed this survey it was
&< about one in the morning of the 18th ; but in these
¢ high. latitudes, and this time of the year, the sun
¢ is always a good height above the horizon. It then
¢ came on a thick drizzling rain, with a thick fog;
#¢ and, as finding the river and sea, in every respect,
¢ not likely to be of any utility, I did not think it
.“% worth while to wait for fair weather, to determine
#¢ the latitude exactly by an observation. But, by
§s the extraordinary care I took in observing the
¢ courses and_distances, walked from Congecathaw-
3¢ hachaaga, where I had two good observations, the
7 latitude may be depended on, within twenty miles
“#¢ at farthest.” ’
%% From the map which Mr. Hearne constructed of
“3he country through which he passed, in this singular
. iourney, and which we have been permitted to copy
-mpon our general chart, it appears that the mouth of
he Copper-mine river lies in the latitude 72°, and
bove 25° West longitude from the fort, from whence
e took his departure. *
The consequences resulting from this extensive
scovery are obvious. We now see that the conti-
ent of North America stretches from Hudson’s
“#Bay so far to the north-west 'that Mr. Hearne had
$ravelled near thirteen hundred miles before he ar-
xived at the sea. His most western distance from
he coast of Hudson’s Bay was near six hundred

* Mr. Hearne’s Journey, back from the Copper-mine river, to
Fort Prince of Wales, lasted till June 30..1772. From his first
setting out till his return, he had employed near a year and seven
months. The unparalleled hardships he suffered, and the essential
service he performed, met with a suitable reward from his masters,
and he is now the Governor of Fort Prince of Wales, where he
was taken prisoner by the French in 1782; and last summer re-
turned to his station.
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miles *; and that his Indian guides were well apprized
of a vast tract of continent stretching farther on in
that direction is certain.from many circumstances
mentioned in his journal ; one of which, as besides
establishing. this fact, it presents us with a very strik-
ing picture of savage life, has been transcribed in
the following note.t

* The Hudson’s Bay Company have a trading post called Hud-
son’s House, above five hundred miles up the country, in lai.
53° 0' 82, and in long. 106° 27’ 30".

+ This day, Jan. 11. 1772, as the Indians were hunting, some
of them saw a strange snow-shoe track, which they followed, and
at a considerable distance came to a little hut, -where they found a
young woman sitting alone. They brought her to the tents; and.
on examining her, found that she was one of the western Dog-
ribbed Indians, and had been taken Erisoner by the Arathapescow
Indians in the summer 1770; and, when the Indians who took her
prisoner, were near this part in the summer 1771, she eloped from
them, with an intent to return to her own country ; but i being so

Jar off, and, after being taken prisoner, having come the whole
way 1n canoes, with the winding of rivers and lakes, she had forgot
the way ; and had been in this little hut ever since the first setting
in of the fall. By her account of the moons past since her elope-
ment, it appears to be the middle of last July when she left the
Arathapescow Indians, and had not seen a human face ever since.

She supported herself very well by snaring of rabbits, partridges, °
. and squirrels, and was now in good health and flesh; and, I think,

as fine a woman of a real Indian, as I have seen in any part of
North America. She had nothing to make snares.of but the sinews
of rabbits’ legs and feet, which she twisted together for that pur-
pose; and of the rabbits’ skins had made herself a neat and warm
winter’s clothing. The stock of materials she took with her when
she eloped, consisted of about five inches of an iron hoop for a
knife ; a stone steel, and other hard stones as flints, together with
other fire-tackle, as tinder, &c.; about an inch and half of the
shank of the shoeing of an arrow of iron, of which she made an

awl. She had not been long at the tents, when half a score of men -

wrestled to see who should have her for their wife. She says, when
the Arathapescow Indians took her prisoner, that they stole on the
tents in the night, when the inhabitants were all asleep, and killed
every soul except herself and three other young women. Her
father, mother, and husband were in the same tent with her, and
they were all killed. Her child, of about five months old, she
took with her, wrapped in a bundle of her clothing, undiscovered,
in the night. But, when arrived at the place where the Arathapes-
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%  What is now for the first time authentically laid
" before the public, with regard to the discoveries made
by the Hudson’s Bay Company, was well known to
he noble lord who presided at the Board of Ad-
miralty, when this voyage was undertaken; and the
intimate connection of those discoveries with the
“Splan of the voyage, of course regulated the instruc-
itions given to Captain Cook.
And now, may we not take it upon us to,appeal to
every candid and capable inquirer, whether that part
-8f the instructions which directed the captain not f
Fose time, in exploring rivers or inlets, or upon any
her account, till he got into the latitude of 65°, was
ot framed judiciously : as there were such indubit-
ble proofs that no passage existed so far to the south
s any part of Hudson’s Bay, and that if a passage
ould be effected at all, part of it at least must be
aversed by the ships as far to the northward as the
“Hatitude 72°, where Mr. Hearne arrived at the sea?
¥ We may add as a farther consideration, in support
bf this article of the instructions, that Beering’s
Asiatic discoveries, in 1728, having traced that con-
inent to the latitude of 67°, Captain Cook’s approach
ward that latitude was to be wished for, that he

)

““bws had left their wives, which was not far off, it being then day-
eak, these Indian women immediately began to examine her
Jndle; and. having there found the child, took it from her and
_lled it immediately. The relation of this shocking scene only
gerved the savages of my gang for laughter. Her country is so_far
% the Westward, that she says she never saw any iron, or other
®ind of metal, till taken prisoner; those of her tribe making their
tchets and chisels of deers’ horns, and knives of stone and bone ;
eir arrows are shod with a kind of slate, bones, and deers’ horns ;
nd their instruments, to make their wood work, are nothing but
eavers’ teeth. They have frequently heard of the useful materials
fhe nations to the east of them are supplied with from the English ;
Abut, instead of drawing nearer to Be in the way of trading for iron
v ork, &c. are obliged to retreat farther back, to avoid the Aratha-
escow Indians, as they make surprising slaughter amongst them
very year, both winter and summer. HEearNE's MS. Journal.
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might be enabled to bring back more authentic in-
formation than the world had hitherto obtained, about
. the relative situation and vicinity of the two conti-
nents, which was absolutely necessary to be known,
before the practicability of sailing between the Pacific
and Atlantic Oceans, in any northern direction,
could be ascertained. ‘

After all- that search in a lower latitude which
they who give credit (if any such there now be) to
the pretended discoveries of de Fonte, affect to wish
had been recommended to Captain Cook, has (if that
will' cure them of their credulity,) been satisfactorily
made. The Spaniards, roused from their lethargy
by our voyages, and having caught a spark of enter-
prize from our repeated visits to the Pacific Ocean,
have followed us more than once into the line of our
discoveries within the Southern tropic; and have
also fitted out expeditions to explore the American
continent to the north of California. It is to be
lamented, that there should be any reasons why the
transactions of those Spanish voyages have not been
fully disclosed, with the same liberal spirit of inform-
ation which other nations have adopted. Bat, for-
tunately, this excessive caution of the court of Spain
has been defeated, at least in one instance, by the
publication of an authentic Journal of their last
voyage of discovery upon the coast of America, in
1775; for which the world is indebted to the Honour-
able Mr. Daines Barrington. This publication,
which conveys some information of real consequence
to geography, and has therefore been referred to
more than once in the following work, is particularly
valuable in this respect, that some parts of the coast
which Captain Cook, in his progress northward, was
prevented by unfavourable winds from approaching,
were seen and examined by the Spanish ships who
preceded him ; and the perusal of the following ex-
tract from their Journal, may be recommended to
those (it any such there be) who would represent it
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as an imperfection in Captain Cook’s voyage, that he
“ had not an opportunity of examining the coast of
gAmerica, in the latitude assigned to the discoveries
Zgof Admiral Fonte. ¢ We now attempted to find out
3@ the Straits of Admiral Fonte, though, as yet, we
¢« had not discovered the Archipelago of St. Lazarus,
<« through which he is said to have sailed. With
¥ this intent, we searched every bay and recess of the
¢ coast, and sailed round every headland, lying to in
“§¢ the night, that we might not lose sight of this en-
¥ trance. Afler these pains taken, and being favoured
& by a north-west wind, it may be pronounced that
% no such straits are to be found.*”
In this Journal, the Spaniards boast of ¢ having
reached so high a latitude as 58°, beyond what
®¢ any other navigators had been able to effect in
those seas.””’t Without diminishing the merit of
$heir performance, we may be permitted to say that
will appear very inconsiderable, indeed, in com-
arison of what Captain Cook effected, in the voyage
-of which an account is given in these volumes. Be-
pides exploring the land in the South Indian Ocean,
f which Kerguelen, in two voyages, had been able
o obtain but a very imperfect knowledge; adding
Iso many considerable accessions to the geography
f the Iriendly Islands, and discovering the noble
roup, now called Sandwich Islands, in the Northern
Fpart of the Pacific Ocean, of which not the faintest
‘grace can be met with in the account of any former
ioyage; besides these preliminary discoveries, the

“aweader of the following work will find, that in one
Summer, our English navigator discovered a much
darger proportion of the north-west coast of Ame-

* Journal of a Voyage in 1775 by Don Francisco Antonio
Taurelle, in Mr. Barrington’s Miscellanies, p. 508.

T Ibid. p. 507. We learn from Maurelle’s Journal that another
yoyage had been some time before performed upon the coast of

merica; but the utmost northern progress of it was to latitude
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rica than the Spaniards, though settled in the neigh-
bourhood, had, in all their attempts for above two
hundred years, been able to do; that he has put it
beyond all doubt that Beering and Tscherikoff had
really discovered the continent of America in 1741,
and has also established the prolongation of that
continent westward opposite Kamtschatka, which
speculative writers, wedded to favourite systems, had
affected so much to disbelieve*, and which, though
admitted by Muller, had, since he wrote, been con-
sidered as disproved by later Russian discoveriest;
that, besides ascertaining the true position of the
western coasts of America, with some inconsiderable
interruptions, from latitude 44° up to beyond the
latitude 70°, he has also ascertained the position of
the north-eastern extremity, of Asia, by confirming
Beering’s discoveries in 1728, and adding extensive
accessions of his own; that he has given us more
authentic information concerning the islands lying
between the two continents, than the Kamtschatka
traders, ever since Beering first taught them to ven-

ture on this sea, had been able to procuref; that,

* Dr. Campbell, speaking of Beering’s voyage in 1741, says,
¢« Nothing can be plainer than this truth, that his discovery does
¢ not warrant any such supposition, as that the country he touched
¢ at was a great continent making part of North America.”

+ See Coxe’s Russian Discoveries, pp. 26, 27, &c. The fic-
tions of speculative geographers in the Southern hemisphere, have
been continents; in the northern hemisphere, they have been seas.
It may be observed, therefore, that if Captain Cook in his first
voyages annihilated imaginary southern lands, he has made amends
for the havock in his third voyage, by annihilating imaginary nor-
thern seas, and filling up the vast space, which had been allotted
to them, with the solid continents of his new discoveries of Ame-"
rican land farther west and north than had hitherto been traced.

1 The Russians seem to owe much to England in matters of
this sort. It is singular enough that one of -our countrymen, Dr.
Campbell [See his edition of Harris’s voyages, vol. ii. p. 1021.
has preserved many valuable particulars of Beering’s first voyage,
of which Muller himself, the historian of their earlier discoveries,
makes no mention; that it should be another of our countrymen,
Mr. Coxe, who first published a satisfactory account of their later

14
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by fixing the relative situation of Asia and America,
and discovering the narrow bounds of the strait that

=24

sdivides them, he has thrown a blaze of light upon
his important part of the geography of the globe,
ind solved the puzzling problem about the peopling
f America, by tribes destitute of the necessary
imeans to attempt long navigations ; and, lastly, that,
ghough the principal object of the voyage failed, the
orld will be greatly benefited even by the failure,
it has brought us to the knowledge of the ex-
_Mtence of the impediments which future navigators
ghay expect to meet with in attempting to go to the
ast Indies through Beering’s Strait. ' '
The extended review we have taken of the pre-
ding voyages, and the general outline we have
etched out, of the transactions of the last, which
e recorded at full length in these volumes, will not,
is hoped, be counsidered as a prolix or unnecessary
“Metail. It will serve to give a just notion of the
~ whole plan of discovery executed by his Majesty’s
:commands. And it appearing that much was aimed
dat, and much accomplished, in the unknown parts of
he globe, in both hemispheres, there needs no other
onsideration, to give full satisfaction to those who
possess an enlarged way of thinking, that a variety
#of useful purposes must have been effected by these
esearches. But there are others, no doubt, who,
“too diffident of their own abilities, 6r too indolent to
exert them, would wish to have their reflections as-
_gisted, by pointing out what those useful purposes

discoveries; and that the King of Great Britain’s ships should
raverse the globe in 1778, to confirm to the Russian empire the
possession of near thirty degrees, or above six hundred miles of
ontinent, which Mr. Engel in his zeal for the practicability of a
orth-east passage, would prune away from the length of Asia to
ghe eastward. See his Mémoires Geographigues, &c. Lausanne,
765 ; which, however, contains much real information ; and many
parts of which are confirmed by Captain Cook’s American dis-
overies,
E %




56 . INTRODUCTION TO THE

are. For the use of such, the following enumeration
of particulars is entered upon. And if there should
be any, who affect to undervalue the plan, or the ex-
ecution of our voyages, what shall now be offered, if
it do not convince them, may, at least, check the
influence of their unfavourable decision.

1. It may be fairly considered, as one great ad-
vantage accruing to the world from our late surveys
of the globe, that they have confuted fanciful
theories, too likely to give birth to impracticable
undertakings.

After Captain Cook’s persevering and fruitless
traverses through every corner of the southern he-
misphere, who, for the future, will pay any attention
to the ingenious reveries of Campbell, de Brosses,
and de Buffon? or hope to establish an intercourse
with such a continent as Maupertuis’s fruitful ima- -
gination had pictured? A continent equal, at least,
in extent, to all the civilized countries in the known
northern hemisphere, where new men, new animals,
new productions of every kind, might be brought for-
ward to our view, and discoveries be made, which
would open inexhaustible treasures of commerce.*
We can now boldly take it upon us to discourage all
expeditions, formed on such reasonings of speculative
philosophers, into a quarter of the globe where our
persevering English navigator, instead of this pro-
mised fairy land, found nothing but barren rocks,
scarcely affording shelter to penguins and seals; and
dreary ‘seas, and mountains of ice, occupying the
immense space allotted to imaginary paradises, and
the only treasures there to be discovered, to reward

* See Maupertuis's Letter to the King of Prussia. The au-
thor of the Preliminary Discourse to Bougainville’s Voyage aur
Isles Malouines, computes that the southern continent (for the
existence of which, he owns, we must depend more on the con-
jectures of philosophers, than on the testimony of voyagers) con-
tains eight or ten millions of square leagues. *
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the toil, and to compensate the dangers of the una-
vailing search.

#  Or, if we carry our reflections into the northern
# hemisphere, could Mr. Dobbs have made a single
convert, much less could he have been the successful
solicitor of two different expeditions, and have met
with encouragement from the legislature, with regard
to his favourite passage through Hudson’s Bay, if

¢ Captain Christopher had previously explored its

% coasts, and if Mr. Hearne had walked over the im-
-* mense continent behind it? Whether, after Captain
. Cook’s and Captain Clerke’s discoveries on the west
i side of America, and their report of the state of
=2 Beering’s Strait, there can be sufficient encourage-
& ment to make future attempts to penétrate into the
® Pacific Ocean in any northern direction, is a ques-

B tion, for the decision of which the public will be in-

debted to this work.
& <. But our voyages will benefit the world, not only

# by discouraging future unprofitable searches, but also

= by lessening the dangers and distresses formerly ex-

7§ perienced in those seas, which are within the line of

# commerce and navigation, now actually subsisting.
2 In how many instances have the mistakes of former
-3 navigators, in fixing the true situations of important

7% places, been rectified? What accession to the vari-
% ation chart? How many nautical observations have

.- been collected, and are now ready to be consulted, in

. directing a ship’s course, along rocky shores, through
narrow straits, amidst perplexing currents, and dan-
& gerous shoals? But, above all, what numbers of
% new bays, and harbours, and anchoring-places, are

now, for the first time, brought forward, where ships
‘may be sheltered and their crews find tolerable re-
freshments? To enumerate all these would be to
transcribe great part of the journals of our several
commanders, whose labours will endear them to
every navigator whom trade or war may carry into
their tracks. Every nation that sends a ship to sea,
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will partake of the benefit ; but Great Britain herself,
whose commerce is boundless, must take the lead in
reaping the full advantage of her own discoveries.

In consequence of all these various improvements
lessening the apprehensions of engaging in long
voyages, may we not reasonably indulge the pleasing
hope that fresh branches of commerce may, even in
our time, be attempted, and successively carried on?
Our hardy adventurers in the whale-fishery have
already found their way, within these few years, into
the South Atlantic; and who knows what fresh
sources of commerce may still be opened, if the pros-
pect of gain can be added, to keep alive the spirit of
enterprise? If the situation of Great Britain be too
remote, other trading nations will assuredly avail
themselves of our discoveries. We may soon expect
to hear that the Russians, now instructed by us
where to find the American continent, have extended
their voyages from the Fox Islands to Cook’s River,
and Prince William’s Sound. And if Spain itself
should not be tempted to trade from its most nor-
thern ‘Mexican ports, by the fresh mine of wealth
discovered in the furs of King George’s Sound,
which they may transport in their Manilla ships, as a
favourite commodity for the Chinese market, that
market may probably be supplied by a direct trade
to America, from Canton itself, with those valuable
articles which the inhabitants of China have hitherto
received only by the tedious and expensive circuit
of' Kamtschatka and Kiachta. .

These and many other commercial improvements
may reasonably be expected to result from the British
discoveries, even in our own times. But if we look
forward to future ages, and to future changes in the
history of commerce, by recollecting its various past
revolutions and migrations, we may be allowed to
please ourselves with the idea of its finding its way,
at last, throughout the extent of the regions with
which our voyages have opened an intercourse; and
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there will be abundant reason to subscribe to Captain
Cook’s observation with regard to New Zealand,
which may be applied to other tracks of land explored
y him, that ¢ although they be far remote from the
< present trading world, we can, by no means, tell
¢ what use future ages may make of the discoveries
« made by the present.”’* In this point of view,
surely, the utility of the late voyages must stand
onfessed ; and we may be permitted to say, that the
istory of their operations, which will be completed
in these volumes, bas the justest pretensions to be
xalled xripa & as, as it will convey to latest posterity
o8 treasure of interesting information.
2% 3. Admitting, however, that we may have ex-
““bressed too sanguine expectations of commercial ad-
“Wantages, either within our own reach, -or gradually
4o be unfolded at some future period, as tlre result of
ur voyages of discovery, we may still be"allowed to
#Fronsider them as a laudable effort to add to the stock
“of human knowledge, with regard to an object which
gannot but deserve the attention of enlightened man.
%[0 exert our faculties in devising ingenious modes
f satisfying ourselves about the magnitude and
istance of the sun; to extend our acquaintance with
e system to which that luminary is the common
entre, by tracing the revolutions of a new planet,
r the appearance of a new comet ; to carry our bold
‘gesearches through all the immensity of space, where
World beyond world rises to the view of the aston-
dished observer; these are employments which none
‘Jput those incapable of pursuing them can depreciate,
@nd which every one capable of pursuing them must
“elight in, as a dignified exercise of the powers of
@@he human mind. But while we direct our studies
SBo distant worlds, which, after all our exertions, we
Jnust content ourselves with having barely discovered
o exist, it would be a strange neglect, indeed, and

* Sce Vol. IIL p. 107.
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would argue a most culpable want of rational curiosity,
if we did not use our best endeavours to arrive
at a full acquaintance with the contents of our own
planet ; of that little spot in the immense’universe, on
which we have been placed, and the utmost limits of
which, at least its habitable parts, we possess the
means of ascertaining, and describing, by actual exam-
ination.

So naturally doth this reflection present itself, that
to know something of the terraqueous globe is a
favourite object with every one who can taste the
lowest rudiments of learning. Let us not, therefore,
sthink so meanly of the times in which we live, as to
suppose it possible, that full justice will not be done
to the noble plan of discovery so steadily and so
successfully carried on since the accession of his
Majesty ; which cannot fail to be considered, in every
succeeding age, as a splendid period in the history
of our country, and to add to our national glory, by
distinguishing Great Britain as taking the lead in
the most arduous undertakings for the common be-
nefit of the human race. Before these voyages took
place, nearly half the surface of the globe we inhabit
was hid in obscurity and confusion. What is still
wanting to complete our geography, may justly be
termed the minutiee of that science.

4. Let us now carry our thoughts somewhat far-
ther. It is fortunate for the interests of knowledge,
that acquisitions in any ohe branch generally, and
indeed unavoidably, lead to acquisitions in other
branches, perhaps of still greater consequence; and
that we cannot even gratify mere curiosity, without
being rewarded with valuable instruction. This ob-
servation applies to the subject before us. Voyages,
in which new oceans have been traversed, and in
which new countries have been visited, can scarcely
ever be performed, without bringing forward to our
view fresh objects of science. Even when we are to
take our report of what was discovered, from the

~
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mere sailor, whose knowledge scarcely goes beyond
the narrow limits of his own profession,, and whose
inquiries are not directed by philosophical discern-
ment, it will be unfortunate indeed, if something
hath not been remarked, by which the scholar may
profit, and useful accessions be made to our old stock
of information. And if this be the case in general,
how much more must be gained by the particular
voyages now under consideration? Besides naval
officers equally skilled to examine the coasts they
might approach, as to delineate them accurately
upon their charts, artists* were engaged, who, by
their drawings, might illustrate what could only be
imperfectly described ; mathematicianst who might
treasure up an extensive series of scientific observ-
ations ; and persons versed in the various departments
of the history of nature, who might collect, or re-
cord, all that they should find new and valuable,
throughout the wide extent of their researches. But
while most of these associates of our naval dis-
coverers were liberally rewarded by the public, there
was one gentleman, who thinking it the noblest re-
ward he could receive, to have an opportunity of
making the ample fortune he inherited from his an-
cestors subservient to the improvement of science,
stepped forward of his own accord, and, submitting
to the hardships and dangers of a circumnavigation
of the globe, accompanied Captain Cook in the
Endeavour. The learned world, I may also say the

* Messrs. Hodges and Webber.

+ Mr. Green, in the Endeavour; Messrs. Wales and Bayly, in
the Resolution and Adventure; Mr. Bayly, a second time, jontly
with Captains Cook and King in this voyage; and Mr. Lyons,
who accompanied Lord Mulgrave. The observations of Messrs.
Wales and Bayly during Captain Cook’s second voyage are al-
ready in the hands of the public, by the favour of the Board of
Longitude; and those of Captains Cook and King, and Mr.
Bayly, during this last, will appear immediately after our pub-
licauon. [First Edit.]
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unlearned, will never forget the obligations which it
owes to Sir Joseph Banks.

What real acquisitions have been gained, by this
munificent attention to science, cannot be better ex-
pressed than in the words of Mr. Wales, who en-
gaged in one of these voyages himself, and contri-
buted largely to the benefits derived from them.

¢¢ That branch of natural knowledge which may
« be called nautical astronomy, was undoubtedly in
« its infancy, when these voyages were first under-
« taken. Both instruments and observers, which
s« deserved the name, were very rare; and so late as
¢ the year 1770, it was found necessary, in the ap-
«« pendix to Meyer’s Tables, published by the Board
« of Longitude, to state facts, in contradiction to
¢ the assertions of so celebrated an astronomer as
¢« the Abbé de la Caille, that the altitude of the sun
¢ at noon, the easiest and most simple of all observ-
¢ ations, could not be taken with certainty to a less

« nites.* But those who will give themselves the
¢« trouble to look into the astronomical observations

“ q?ntity than five, six, seven, or even eight mi- 3
te

3

V.

* The Abbé’s words are, “ Si ceux qui promettent une si -}
« grande precision dans ces sortes de methodes, avoient navigué
¢ quelque tems, ils auroient vii souvent, que dans I'observation la J
¢ plus simple de toutes, qui est celle de la hauteur du soleil 2 3
< midi, deux observations, munis de bons quartiers de reflexion,
¢ bien rectifiés, different entr’eux, lorsqu’ils observent chacun a 3

« part, de 5, 6, 7', & 8%” _
Ephémer. 1755—1765. Introduction, p. 32.

It must be however mentioned, in justice to M. de la Caille, 3
that he attempted to introduce the lunar method of discovering :

the longitude, and proposed a plan of calculations of the moon’s ¥

distance from the sun and fixed stars; but, through the imperfection

Bt

of his instruments, his success was much less than that method was

capable of affording. .The bringing it into general use was re-

served for Dr. Maskelyne, our astronomier royal. See the preface }
to the Tables for correcting the Effects of Refraction and Parallaz, }

published by the Board of Longitude, under the direction of j

‘Dr. Shepherd, Plumian Professor of Astronomy and Experimental 3

Philosophy at Cambridge, in 1772.
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« madé in- Captain Cook’s last voyage, will find, that
« there were few, even of the petty officers, who
«« could not observe the distance of the moon from
« the sun, or a star, the most. delicate of all observ-
« ations, with sufficient accuracy. It may be ad-
s ded, that the method of making and computing
¢« observations for finding the variation of the com-
« pass, is better known, and more frequently prac-
« tised by those who have been on .these voyages,
¢« than by most others. Nor is there, perhaps, a
<« person who ranks as an officer, and has been con-
¢« cerned in them, who would not, whatever his real
« skill may be, feel ashamed to have it thought that
¢ he did not know how to observe for, and compute
¢ the time at sea; though, but a short while before
« these voyages were set -on foot, such a thing was
« scarcely ever heard of amongst seamen; and even
« first-rate astronomers doubted the. possibility of
« doing it with sufficient exactness.* -

* In addition to Mr. Wales's Remark, it may be observed, that

the preficiency of our naval officers in taking observations at sea,
must ultimately be attributed to the great attention paid to this
important object by the Board of Longitude at home; liberal
rewards having been given to mathematicians for perfecting the
lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; to artists for con-
structing more accurate instruments for observing, and watches
better adapted to keeping time at sea. It appears, therefore, that
the voyages of discovery, and the operations of the Board of Lon-
gitudeZwent hand in hand; and they must be combined in order
to form a just estimate of the extent of the plan carried into exe-
cution since his Majesty’s accession, for improving astronomy and
navigation. But, besides the establishment of the Board of Lon-
gitude on its present footing, which has had such important con-
sequences, it must also be ever acknowledged, that his present
Majesty has extended his royal patronage to every branch of the
liberal arts and useful science. The munificent present to the
Royal Society for defraying the expence of observing the transit
of Venus;—the institution of the Academy of Painting and Sculp-
ture ;—the magnificent apartments allotted to the Royal and
Antiquary Societies, and to the Royal Academy, at Somerset
Place; —the support of the Garden of Exotics at Kew, to im-
prove which, Mr. Mason was sent to the extremities of Africa;—
the substantial encouragement afforded to learned men and learned
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« The number of places, at which the rise and
« times of flowing of tides have been observed, in
L=l

« these voyages, is very great; and hence an im- &3

<« portant article of useful knowledge is afforded. In
¢t these observations, some very curious and even
« unexpected circumstances have offered themselves
« to our consideration. It will be sufficient to in-
¢ stance the exceedingly small height towhich the tide
¢ rises in the middle of the great Pacific Ocean; where
« it falls short, two-thirds at least, of what might
¢t have been expected from theory and calculation.

¢« The direction and force of currents at sea make °

« also an important object. These voyages will be

«found to contain much useful information on this- %

« head ; as well relating to seas nearer home, and

s

« which, in consequence, are navigated every day, 3

« as to those which are more remote, but where,
« notwithstanding, the knowledge of these things

« may be of great service to those who are destined i
« to navigate them hereafter. To this head also we 3

« may refer the great number of experiments which

« have been made for enquiring into the depth of
« the sea, its temperature, and saltness at ditferent 3

« depths, and in a variety of places and climates.

¢« An extensive foundation has also been laid for 2
« improvements in magnetism, for discovering the #
¢« cause and nature of the polarity of the needle, and
« a theory of its variations, by the number and j

¢ variety of the observations and experiments which

¢« have been made, both on the variation and dip, in §
¢ almost all parts of the world. Experiments also 3
¢t have been made, in consequence oftbe late voyages,
« on the effects of gravity, in different and very dis- 2

works, in' various departments; and particularly that afforded to
Mr. Herschell, which has enabled him to devote himself entirely j

to the improvement of astronomy ; these and many other instances 3
which might be enumerated, would have greatly distinguished his 3
Majesty’s reign, even if he had not been the patron of those success-

ful attempts to perfect geography and navigation by so many
voyages of discovery.

4
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¢ tant places, which may serve to increase our stock
¢ of natural knowledge. From the same source of
¢ information we have learned that the pha&nomenon,
< usually called the aurora borealis is not peculiar
¢ to high northern latitudes, but belongs equally to
¢ all cold climates, whether they be north or south.
« But perhaps no part of knowledge has been so
¢ great a- gainer by the late voyages, as that of
¢ botany. We are told* that, at least twelve hun-
¢ dred new plants have been added to the known
system ; and that very considerable additions have
been made to every other branch of natural history,
by the great skill and industry of Sir Joseph Banks,
and the other gentlemen + who have accompanied
Captain Cook for that purpose.” )
To our naval officers in general, or to their learned
sociates in the expeditions, all the foregoing im-
rovements of knowledge may be traced ; but there
b one very singular improvement indeed, still behind,
pr which, as we are solely indebted to Captain Cook,
et us state it in his own.words : ¢ Whatever may be
the public judgment about other matters, it is with
real satisfaction, and without claiming any merit
but that of attention to my duty, that I can con-
clude this account with an observation, which facts
enable me to make, that our having discovered the
possibility of preserving health amongst a numer-
ous ship’s company, for such a length of time,
in such varieties of climate, and amidst such con-
tinued hardships and fatigues, will make this

* See Dr. Shepherd’s Preface, as above.

+ Dr. Solander, Dr. Foster and his son, and Dr. Sparman.
r. Foster has given us a specimen of the botanical discoveries
his voyage in the Characteres Generum Plantarum, &c.; and
uch curious philosophical matter is contained in his Observations
ade on a Voyage round the World. Dr. Sparman also, on his
turn to Sweden, favoured us with a publication, in which he
patiates on the advantages accruing to natural history, to as-
onomy, geography, general physic, and navigation, from our
outh-Sea voyages. :

VOL. V. F
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¢ voyage remarkable, in the opinion of every bene.
¢ volent person, when the disputes about a southern
¢ continent shall have ceased to engage the attention, &
“ and to divide the judgment of philosophers.””*

5. But while our late voyages have opened so $
many channels to an increase of knowledge in the 3
several articles already enumerated ; while they have 3
extended our acquaintance with the contents of the 3§
globe; while they have facilitated old tracks, and. 3§
have opened new omes for commerce ; while they 3
have been the means of improving the skill of the 4
navigator, and the science of the astronomer ; while
they have procured to us so valuable accessions in'g
the several departments of natural history, and fur. 3
nished such opportunities of teaching us how to pre. 3
serve the healths and lives of seamen, let us not
forget another very important object of study, for
which they have afforded to the speculative philosopher
ample materials: I mean the study of human nature
in various situations, equally interesting as they are
uncommon.

However remote or secluded from frequent inter
course with more polished nations the inhabitants
any parts of the world be, if history or our ow
observation should make it evident that they ha
been formerly visited, and that foreign manners a
opinions, and languages, have been blended wi
their own, little use can be made of what is observet}
amongst such people, toward drawing a real pictur
of man in his natural uncultivated state. This seem}
to be the situation of the inhabitants of most of the SR
islands that lie contiguous to the continent of Asis}
and of whose manners and institutions the Europeans§
who occasionally visit them, have frequently giverd
us accounts. But the islands which our enterprising
discoverers visited in the centre of the South gaciﬁc
Ocean, and are, indeed, the principal scenes of thei§

* Sec Vol. IV. p. 266.
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pperations, were untrodden ground. The inhabit-
ants, as far as could be observed, were unmixed with
lany different tribe, by occasional intercourse, sub-
sequent to their original settlement there; left en-
tirely to their own powers for évery art of life; and
o their own remote traditions for every political or re-
igious custom or institution ; uninformed by science ;
nimproved by education ; in short, a fit soil from

hence a careful observer could collect facts for
orming a judgment, how far unassisted human nature
will be apt to degenerate ; and in what respects it can
ever be~able te excel. Who could have thought,
hat the brutal ferocity of feeding upon human flesh,
and the horrid superstition of” offering lruman sacri-
ces, should be found to exist amongst the natives
ately discovered in the Pacific Ocean, who, in other
espects, appear to be no strangers to the fine feelings
pf humanity, to have arrived at a certain stage of
bocial life, and to be habituated to subordination and
government which tend so naturally to repress the
ebullitions of wild passion, and expand the latent
powers of the understanding ?

Or, if we turn from this melancholy picture, which
will suggest copious matter for philosophical specu-
ation, can we without astonishment observe to what a
legree of perfection the same tribe (and, indeed, we

ay here join, in some of those instances, the American
ribes visited in the course of the present voyage)
have carried their favourite amusements ; the plaintive
songs of their women ; their dramatic entertainments;
heir dances; their Olympian games, as we may call
hrem; the orations of their chiefs; the chants of
heir priests; the solemnity of their religious pro-

essions ; their arts and manufactures; their ingeni.

pus contrivances to supply the want of proper mate-

ials, and of effective tools and machines; and the

onderful productions of their persevering labour

nder a complication' of disadvantages; their cloth

and their mats ; their weapons; their fishing instru-
F 2




g O T

68 INTRODUCTION TO THE

ments ; their ornaments; their utensils ; which, in }
design and execution, may vie with whatever modern

Europe, or classical antiquity can exhibit.

It is a favourite study with the scholar to trace
the remains of Grecian or Roman workmanship : §
he turns over his Montfaucon with learned satisfac. 3
tion; and he gazes with rapture on the noble col. !
lection of Sir William Hamilton. The amusement is §
rational and instructive. But will not his curiosity §

be more awakened, will he not find even more real

matter for important reflection, by passing an hour |

in surveying the numerous specimens of the ingenuity
our newly-discovered friends brought from the utmost
recesses of the globe to enrich the British Museum,
and the valuable repository of Sir Ashton Lever ?

If the curiosities of Sir Ashton’s Sandwich-room §

alone, were the only acquisition gained by our visits
to the Pacific Ocean, who that has taste to admire,

or even eyes to beheold, could hesitate to pronounce, 3
that Captain Cook had not sailed in vain? The ex. §
pence of his three voyages did not perhaps far exceed 3
that of digging out ‘the buried contents of Hercu. §
laneum. And we may add, that the novelties of the !
Society or Sandwich islands, seem better calculated -
to engage the attention of the studious in our times
than the antiguities, which exhibit proofs of Roman §

magnificence.

The grounds for making this remark cannot be §

better explained, than in the words of a very in.
genious. writer; ¢ In an age (says Mr. Warton*),
¢ advanced to the highest degree of refinement, that
*“ species of curiosity commences, which is busied in
¢ contemplating the progress of social life, in display-
‘““ing the gradations of society, and in tracing
“ the gradations from barbarism to civility, That
“ these speculations should become the favourite
““ topics of such a period is extremely natural. We
* look back on the savage condition of our ancestors

* Preface to his History of English Poetry.
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« with the triumph of superiority; and are pleased
« to mark the steps by which-we have been raised
« from rudeness to elegance; and our reflections on
« this subject are accompanied ‘with a conscious pride,
¢« arising, in a great measure, from a tacit comparison
« of the infinite disproportion between the feeble
« efforts of remote ages, and our present improve-
« ments in knowledge. In the mean time, the man-
“ ners, monuments, customs, practices, and opinions
« of antiquity, by forming so strong a contrast with
« those of our own times, and by exhibiting human
« nature and human inventions in new lights, in un-
« expected appearances, and in various forms, are
¢ objects which forcibly strike a feeling imagination.
¢ Nor does this spectacle afford nothing more than a
« fruitless gratification to the fancy. It teaches us to
“ set a just estimation’on our own acquisitions, and
« encourages us to cherish that cultivation which is
“ 5o closely connected with the existence and the ex-
« ercise of every social virtue.”” We need not here
observe, that the manners, monuments, customs, prac-
tices, and opinions of the present inhabitants of the
Pacific Ocean, or of the West side of North America,
form the stromgest contrast with those of our own time
4 in enlightened Europe; and that a feeling imagination
38 will probably be more struck with the narration of the
ceremonies of a Natche at Tongataboo, than of a
Gothic tournament at London; with the contempla-
tion of the colossuses of' Easter Island, than of the
mysterious remains of Stonehenge.

Many singularities respecting what may be called
the natural history of the human species, in different
climates, will, on the authority of our late navigators,
open abundant sources for philosophical discussion.
One question of this sort, in particular, which had
formerly divided the opinions of the inquisitive, as to
the existence, if not of ¢ giants on the earth,” at
least of a race (inhabiting a district bordering on the
north side of the strait of Magalhaens), whose stature

F 3
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considerably exceeds that of the bulk of mankind,
will no longer be doubted or disbelieved. And the
ingenious objections of the sceptical author of Re-
cherches sur les Américains*, will weigh nothing in
the balance against the concurrent and accurate
testimony of Byron, Wallis and Carteret. 3
Perhaps there cannot be a more interesting inquiry
than to trace the migrations of the various families
or tribes that have peopled the globe; and in no re-
spect have our late voyages been more fertile in
curious discoveries.— It was known in general (and I
shall use the words of Kaempfert), that the Asiatic
nation called Malayans, ¢ in former times had by
« much the greatest trade in the Indies, and fre-
¢¢ quented with their merchant ships, not only all the
¢ coasts of Asia, but ventured even over to the coasts §
¢ of Africa, particularly to the great island of Mada- |
¢« gascar.f The title which the king of the Malayans |
¢ assumed to himself, of Lord of the Winds and Seas §
« to the East and to the West, is an evident proof of |
¢¢ this; but much more the Malayan language, which §
« spread most all over the east, much after the same §
¢ manner as formerly the Latin, and of late the §
¢ French, did- all over Europe.” Thus far, I say, §
was known. But that from Madagascar to the Mar-
queses and Easter Island, that is, nearly from the east
side of Africa, till we approach towards the west side
of America, a space including above half the circum-

* Tom. i. p. 331.

1 History of Japan, vol. i. p. 93. .

1 That the Malayans have not only frequented Madagascar,
but have also been the progenitors of some of the present race of
inhabitants there, is confirmed to us by the testimony of Monsieur
de Pages, who visited that island so late as 1774. ¢ Ils m’ont
¢ paru provenir des diverses Races; leur couleur, leurs cheveux,
‘ et leur corps I'indiquent. Ceux que je n’ai pas cru originaires
‘ des anciens naturels du pays, sont petits et trapus; ils ont les
‘ cheveux presque unis, et sont oliviires comme les Malayes, axec
‘¢ qui ils ont, en général, une espece de resemblance.”

Voyages des M. des Pages, T. ii. p. 90.
: - 19
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ference of the globe, the same tribe or nation, the
Pheenicians, as we may call them, of the Oriental
World, should have made their settlements, and
founded colonies throughout almost every interme-
diate stage of this immense tract, in islands at
amazing distances from the mother continent, and
ignorant of each others’ existence; this is an histo-
rical fact, which could be but very imperfectly known
before Captain Cook’s two first voyages discovered so
many new inhabited spots of land lurking in the
bosom of the South Pacific Ocean; and it is a fact
which -does not rest solely on similarity of customs
and institutions, but has been established by the most
satisfactory of all proofs, that drawn from affinity of
language. Mr. Marsden, who seems to have con-
sidered this curious subject with much attention,
says, that the links of the latitudinal chain remain yet to
be traced. * The discovery ot the Sandwich islands
in this last voyage has added some links to the chain.
- But Captain Cook had not an opportunity of carry-
ing his researches into the more westerly parts of" the
North Pacific. The reader, therefore, of the follow-
ing work will not, perhaps, think that the Editor was
idly employed when he subjoined some notes, which
contain abundant proof’ that the inhabitants of the
Ladrones, or Marianne islands, and those of the

* Archazolog. vol. vi. p. 155. See also his History of Sumatra,
p- 166. from which the following passage is transcribed. * Besides
« the Malaye, there are a variety of langnages spoken on Sumatra,
« which, however, have not only a manifest affinity among them-
« selves, but also to that general language which is found to pre-
“ vail in, and to be indigenous to, all the islands of the eastern
¢ seas; from Madagascar to the remotest of Captain Cook’s dis-
« coveries, comprehending a wider extent than the Roman or any
« other tongue has yet boasted. In different places, it has been
“ more or less mixed and corrupted; but between the most dis-
 similar branches, an eminent sameness of many radical words is
« apparent; and in some very distant from each other, in point of
« situation: As, for instance, the Philippines and Madagascar, the
* deviation of the words is scarcely more than is observed in the
* dialects of ncighbouring provinces of the same kingdom.”

¥ 4
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Carolines, are to be traced to the same common
source, with those of the islands visited by our ships.
With the like view, of exhibiting a striking picture of
the amazing extent of this oriental language, which
marks, if not a common original, at least an intimate
intercourse between the inhabitants of places so very
remote from each other, he has inserted a compara-
tive table of their numerals, upon a more enlarged
plan than any that has hitherto been executed. *

Our British discoverers have not only thrown a
blaze of light on the migrations of the tribe which
has so wonderfully spread itself throughout the
islands in the Eastern Ocean; but they have also
favoured us with much curious information concern-
. ing another of the families of the earth whose lot
has fallen in less hospitable climates. We speak of
the Esquimaux, hitherto only found seated on the
coasts of Labradore and Hudson’s Bay, and who
differ in several characteristic marks from the inland
inhabitants of North America. That the Green-
landers and they agree in every circumstance of
customs, and manners, and language, which are de-
monstrations of an original identity of nation, had
been discovered about twenty years ago.t Mr.
Hearne, in 1772, traced this unhappy race farther
back, toward that part of the globe from whence
they had originally coasted along in their skin boats;
having met with some of them at the mouth of the
Coppermine. River, in the latitude of 72°, and near
five hundred leagues farther W. than Pickersgill’s

* We are indebted to Sir Joseph Banks, for a general outline of
this, in Hawkesworth’s Collection, vol. iii. p. 777. The reader
will find our enlarged Table at the end of the third volume, Ap-
pendix, No. 2.

1 See Crantz’s History of Greenland, vol. i. p: 262.; where we
are told that the Moravian Brethren, who, with the consent and
furtherance of Sir Hugh Palliscr, then Governor of Newfoundland,
visited the Esquimaux on the Labradore coast, found that their
language, and-that of the Greenlanders, do not differ so much as
that of the High and Low Dutch.
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most westerly station in Davis’s Strait. Their being
the same tribe who now actually inhabit the islands
and coasts on the west side of North America,
opposite Kamtschatka, was a discovery, the comple-
tion of which was reserved for Captain Cook. The
reader of the following work will find them at
Norton Sound, and at Qonalashka, and Prince
William’s Sound; that is, near 1500 leagues distant
from their stations in Greenland, and on the Labra-
dore coast. And lest similitude of manners should
be thought to deceive us, a table exhibiting proofs of
affinity of language, which was drawn up by Captain
Cook, and is inserted in this work*, will remove
cevery doubt from the mind of the most scrupulous
inquirer after truth. '

There are other doubts of a more important kind,
which ‘it may be hoped will now no longer perplex
the ignorant, or furnish matter of cavil to theill-
intentioned. After the great discovery, or at least the
tull confirmation of the great discovery of the vici-
nity of the two continents of Asia and America, we
trust that we shall not be any more ridiculed, for

. believing that the former could easily furnish its in-
habitants to the latter. And thus, to all the various
good purposes already enumerated, as answered by
our late voyages, we may add this last, though not
the least important, that they have done service to
religion, by robbing infidelity of a favourite objection
to the credibility of the Mosaic account of the
peopling of the earth. t

* See Appendix, No. 6. The Greenlanders, as Crantz tells us,
cail themselves Karalit ; a word not very unlike Kanagyst, the
name asumed by the inhabitants of Kodiack, one of the Schumagin
islands, as Steehlin informs us.

+ A contempt of revelation is generally the result of ignorance,
conceited of its possessing superior knowledge. Observe how the
Author of Recherches Philosophiques sur les Américains, expresses
himself on this very point. ¢ Cette distance que Mr. Antermony
“ veut trouver si peu importante, est a-peu-pres de Auit cent lieues
“ Gawdoises au travers d'un ocean perilleuz, et impossible a franchir
* avee des canots aussi chetifs ct aussi fragiles que le sont, au rap-

L)
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6. Hitherto we have considered our voyages as
having benefited the discoverers. But it will be
asked, have they conveyed, or are they likely ever
to convey any benefit to the discovered? It would
afford exquisite satisfaction to every benevolent mind
to be instructed in facts which might enable us,
without hesitation, to answer this question.in the
affirmative. And yet, perhaps, we may indulge the
pleasing hope, that, even in this respect, our ships
have not sailed in vain. Other discoveries of new
countries have, in effect, been wars, or rather mas-
sacres ; nations have been no sooner found out, than
they have been extirpated ; and the horrid cruclties
of the conquerors ot" Mexico and Peru can never be
remembered, without blushing for religion and human
nature ; but when the recesses of the globe are inves-
tigated, not to enlarge private dominion, but to pro-
mote general knowledge; when we visit new tribes
of our fellow-creatures as friends, and wish ouly to
learn that they exist, in order to bring them within
: the pale of the offices of humanity, and to relieve
PR the wants of their imperfect state ot society, by com-
- municating to them our superior attainments ;

voyages of discovery, planned with such benevolent

views by George the Third, and executed by Cook,

have not, we trust, totally failed in this respect. Our

repeated visits, and long continued intercourse with

: the natives of the Friendly, Society, and Sandwich

dl"‘. ’ Islands, cannot but have darted some rays of light
!
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on the infant minds of those poor people. The un-

p- 156. Had this writer known that the two continents are not
above thirteen leagues (instcad of eight hundred) distant from each
Cod other, and that, even in that narrow space of sea, there are interven-
Pg b ing islands, he would not have ventured to urge this argument in
’ opposition to Mr. Bell’s notion of the quarter from which North
America received its original inhabitants. ‘

common objects they have thus had opportunities of 3

3;4 observing and admiring, will naturally tend to en- 3
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E. v
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large their stock of ideas, and to furnish new mate-
rials for the exercise of their reason. Comparing
themselves with their visitors, they cannot but be
struck with the deepest conviction of their own in-
feriority, and be impelled, by the strongest motives,
to strive to emerge from it, and to rise nearer to a
level with those children of the sun who deigned to
look upon them, and left behind so many specimens
of their generous and humane attention. ‘The very
introduction of our useful animals and vegetables,
by adding fresh means of subsistence, will have added
to their comforts of life and immediate enjoyments ;
and if this be the only benefit they are ever to re-
ceive, who will pronounce that much has not been
gained? Bnt may we not carry our wishes and our
hopes still farther > Great Britain itself, when first
visited by the Phcenicians, was inhabited by painted
savages, not perhaps blessed with higher attain- .
ments than are possessed by the present natives of
New Zealand ; certainly less civilized than those of
Tongataboo or Otaheite. Our having opened an
intercourse with them is the first step toward their
improvement. Who knows, but that our late voyages
may be the means apfointed by Providence, of
spreading, in due time, the blessings of civilization,
amongst the numerous tribes of the South Pacific
Ocean ; of abolishing their horrid repasts and their
horrid rites ; and of laying the foundation for future
and more effectual plans, to prepare them for holding
an honourable station amongst the nations of the
earth? This, at least is certain that our having, as
it were, brought them into existence by our exten-
sive researches, will suggest to us fresh motives of -
devout gratitude to the Supreme Being, for having
blessed us with advantages hitherto withheld from so
great a proportion of the human race; and will operate
powerfully to incite us to persevere in every feasible
attempt, to be his instruments in rescuing millions of
fellow-creatures from their present state of humi-
‘liation,




76 INTRODUCTION TO THE

The several topics which océurred, as suitable to
this general Introduction, being now discussed, no-
thing remains but to state a few particulars, about
which the reader of these volumes has a right to
expect some information. ‘

Captain Cook, knowing, before he sailed upon this
last expedition, that it was expected from thim to
relate, as well as to ezecute, its operations, haﬁl taken
care to prepare such a journal as might be made use
of for publication. This journal, which exists in his
own hand.writing, has been faithfully adhered to.
It is not a bare extract from his log-books, but con-
tains many remarks which it appears had not been
insertéd by him in the nautical register; and it is
also enriched with considerable communications from
Mr. Anderson, surgeon of the Resolution. Tbe con-
fessed abilities and great assiduity of Mr. Anderson,
in observing every thing that related either to na-
tural history, or to manners and language ; and the
desire which, it is well known, Captain Cook, on all
occasions, showed to have the assistance of that gen-
tleman, stamped a great value on his collections.
That nothing, therefore, might be wanting to/convey
to the public the best possible account of the trans-
actions of the voyage, his journal, by the order of
Lord Sandwich, was also put into the hands of the
editor, who was authorized and directed to avail
himself of the information it might be found to con-
tain, about matters imperfectly touched, or altogether
omitted, in Captain Cook’s manuscript. This task
has been executed in such a manner, that the reader
will scarcely ever be at a loss to distinguish iin what
instances recourse has been had to Mr. Anderson.
To preclude, if possible, any mistake, the copy of the
first and second volumes, before it went to the printer,
was submitted to Captain King ; and after it had been
read overand corrected by one sowell qualified topoint
out any inaccuracies, the Earl of Sandwich had the
goodness to give it a perusal. Asto the third volume,

»
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nothing more need be said than that it was com-
pletely prepared for the press by Captain King him-
self. All that the editor of the work has to answer
for, are the notes occasionally introduced in the
course of the two volumes, contributed by Captain
Cook ; and this introduction, which was intended as
a kind of epilogue to our voyages of discovery. He
must be permitted, however, to say, that he con-
siders himself as intitled to no inconsiderable share
of candid indulgence from the public; having en-
gaged in a very tedious and troublesome undertaking
upon the most disinterested motives; his only reward
being the satisfaction he feels, in having been able to
do an essential service to the family of our great
navigator, who had honoured him in the journal of
this voyage, with the appellation of friend.

They who have repeatedly asked why this publi-
cation has been so long delayed, need ounly look at
the volumes, and their attendant illustrations and
ornaments, to be satisfied that it might, with at least
equal reason, be wondered at, that it has not been
delayed longer. The journal of Captain Cook, from
the first moment that it came into the hands of the
editor had been ready for the press; and Captain
King had left with him his part of the narrative, so
long ago as his departure for the West Indies, when
he commanded the Resistance man-of-war. But
much besides remained to be done. The charts,

articularly the general one, were to be prepared by

r. Roberts, who gives an account of his work in
the note* ; the very numerous and elegant drawings

* Soon after our departure from England, I was instructed by
Captain Cook to complete a map of the world as a general chart,
from the best materials he was in possession of for that purpose ;
and before his death this business was in a great measure ac-
complished : That is, the grand outline of the whole was arranged,
leaving only those parts vacant or unfinished, which he expected
to fall in with and explore. But on our return home, when the
fruits of our voyage were ordered by the Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty to be published, the care of the general chart being
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of Mr. Webber were to be reduced by him to the
proper size ; artists were next to be found out who

consigned to me, I was directed to prepare it from the latest and
best authorities; and also to introduce Captain Cook’s three suc-
cessive tracts, that all his discoveries, and the different routs he
had taken might appear together; by this means to give a general
idea of the whole. This task having been performed by me, it is
necessary, for the information of the reader, to state the heads of
the several authorities which I have followed in such parts of the
chart as differ from what was drawn up immediately under the in-
spection of Captain Cook. And when the public are made ac-
quainted, that many materials, necessary to complete and elucidate
the work, were not at the time on board the Resolution, or in
his possession, the reason will appear very obvious, why these
?terations and additions were introduced contrary to the original
rawing.

First{,g then, I have followed closely the very excellent and cor-
rect charts of the Northern Atlantic Ocean, published by Messrs.
de Verdun de la Crenne, de Borda, et Pringre in 1775 and 1776;
which comprise the coast of Norway from the Sud Hoek, in the
latitude of 62 degrees north, to Trelleburg, Denmark, the coast
of Holland, north coast of Great Britain, Orkneys, Shetland, Ferro
Isles, Iceland, coasts of France, Spain, and Portugal, to Cape St.
Maria on the coast of Africa; including the Azores, Canaries,
Cape de Verd, Antilles, and West Indian islands from Barbadoes
to the east end of Cuba; the north part of Newfoundland and the
Labradore coast, as far as the latitude of 57° north.

Ireland, and part of the coast of Scotland, is laid down from
Mr. Mackenzie’s late surveys; and the south coast of England
from a chart published by Mr. Faden in 1780, taken from
M. I'Abbé Dicquemare.

The north part of the coast of Labradore, from the latitude of
57° north, to Button’s Islands in the entrance of Hudson’s Strait,
is taken from Monasieur Bellin’s chart, as is also the north coast of’
Norway and Lapland, including the White Sea; Gulph of Bothnia,
Baltic Sea, and the east coast of Greenland.

The Gulf of Finland, from a large (MS.) chart, now engraving
for the use of some private merchants.

The West India islands, from the east end of Cuba to the west
end, including Jamaica and the Bahama islands, are from a chart
published in London by Sayer and Bennett in 1779.

The south side of Cuba, from Point Gorda to Cape de Cruz, is

~laid down from Monsieur Bellin, in 1762.

The coasts of Newfoundland, and the Gulf of St. Laurence,
from the surveys made by Captain Cook, and Messrs. Gilbert and

Lane.
Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, Island of St. John, River St. Lau-
rence, Canada, and New England to the River Delaware, from
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would undertake to engrave them ; the prior engage-
ments of those artists were to be fulfilled before they

J. F. W. des Barres, Esq. in 1777 and 1778; and charts published
in France by order of the King, in 1789, intituled, Neptune
Americo-Septrentrional, &c. And from these charts also are
taken the coast of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia,
North and South Carolina, Georgia, East and West Florida, as
well as the interior parts of the country to the east side of Lake
Ontario.

The other parts of this lake, as likewise Lakes Erie, Hurons,
Michigan, and Superior, were copied from Mr. Green’s map's of
America: The northern part of this last-mentioned lake is fixed
from the astronomical observations made by order of the Hudson's
Bay Company, at Mishippicotton House.

The whole of Hudson’s Bay I took from a chart, compiled by
Mr. Marly, from all the most authentic maps he could procure of
those parts, with which I was favoured by Samuel Wegg, Esq.
F.R.S. and Governor of that Company, who also politely fur-
nished me with Mr. Hearne’s Journals, and the map of his route
to the Coppermine River, which is faithfull({ inserted on the chart,
together with the survey of Chesterfield Inlet made by Cap-
tain Christopher and Mr. Moses Norton, in 1762; and the disco-
veries from York Fort to Cumberland, and Hudson Houses (this
last is the most western settlement belonging to the company),
extending to Lake Winipeg, from the drafts of Mr. Philip Turnor,
made in 1778 and 1779, corrected by astronomical observations,
And from this lake, the disposition of the other lakes to the south-
ward of it, and which communicate with it, is formed. and laid
down from a map constructed by Mr. Spurrel, in the company’s
service. The Afbany and Moose rivers to Gloucester House, and
to Lake Abitibbe and Superior, are also drawn from a map of Mr.
Turnor’s, adjusted by observations for the longitudes.

The west coast of Greenland, as chiefly laid down from the ob-
servations made by Lieut. R. Pickersgill in the Lion brig in 1776,
which determine the line of the coast only, as the immense quan-
tities of ice choke up every bay and inlet on this coast, which for-
merly were, in the summer season, quite free and open:

From the mouth of the Mississippi River, including its source,
and the other rivers branching from 1t ; all the coast of New Leon
to Cape Rozo, and the western coast of America, from Cape Cor-
rienties to the Great Bay of Tecoantepec, is taken from Monsieur
D’ Anville.

The Gulf of California I have laid dewn from a German pub-
lication in 1778, put into my hands by Sir Joseph Banks, Bart.
P.R. S.; and the western side of it is brought together from a
Spanish MS. chart with which A. Dalrymple, Esq. F. R. S. ob-
liged me.
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could begin ; the labour and skill to be exerted in

The coast of Brazil, from Sera to Cape Frio, is copied from a
small chart of that part by Mr. Dalrymple.

For the douthern part of Africa, from the Cape of Good Hope
to Point Natal, I have taken the authority of the chart of Major
J. Rennels, F. R. S. shewing the extent of the bank of Lagullus.

For the existence of the small islands, shoals, and banks to the
eastward of Madagascar, together with the Archipelago of the
Mildive and Laccidive islands ; for the coasts of Mallacca, part of
Cambodia, and the island Sumatra, I have used the latest authority
of Monsieur D’ Aprds de Mannevillette’s publications in the Nep-
tune Oriental.

The coasts of Guzerat, Malabar, Coromandel, and the opposite
shore, containing the Great Bay of Bengal, and the Island of Cey-
lon, and exhibiting the Heads of the Ganges, and Barampooter or
Sanpoo rivers, are inserted from the work of the ingenious author
of the map of Hindoostan, published in 1782.

The China sea is laid down from the chart published by Mr.
Dalrymple ; but the longitude of Pula Sapara, Pulo Condore, Pulo
Timoan, Straits of Banca and Sunda, and the parts we saw are, as
settled by us, togethér with the east coast of Niphon, the principal
of the Japanese islands. :

The Jeso and Kurile islands, the east coast of Asia and Kamt-
schatka, as well as the sea of Okotsk, and the islands lying between
Kamtschatka and America that were not seen in the voyage, are
taken from a Russian MS. chart, got by us at the island of Oona-
lashka.

The northern countries from Cape Kanin, near the White Sea,
as far east of the River Lena, I have given from the Great Rus-
sian map, published at Petersburgh in 1776, including the Euxine,
Caspian, and Aral Scas, as also the principal lakesto the eastward:
the intent of which is to show the source of the large rivers that
empty themselves into the different oceans and seas.

Every other part of the chart not mentioned in' this account, is
as originally placed by Captain Cook.

" The whole has been corrected from the latest astronomical ob-
servations, selected from the tables compiled by Mr. William
_Wales, F. R. S. and mathematical master of Christ's Hospital, for
the Nautical Almanacs: from those in the Mariner’s Guide by
the Rev. Dr. Maskelyne, F.R.S. and Astronomer Royal, pub-
lished in 1763 ; from the Connoissance des Tems for 1780 and
1781 ; From Professor Mayer's Geographical Table; from the
Voyages of Messrs. d’Eveux de Fleurieu, Verdun, de Borda, and
Chabet, &c.; from the Table lately published by Mr. Dalrymple
for the use of the East India ships; from the Philosophical Trans-

actions of the Royal Society; and from the Observations of our
late Navigators.

HEN. ROBERTS.
SHOREHAM, Sussex, May 18. 1784,
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finishing many of them, rendered this a tedious ope-
ration ; paper fit for printing them upon was to be
M procured from abroad ; and after all these various
Mand unavoidable difficulties were surmounted, much
Jlitime was necessarily required for executing a numer-
Wous impression of the long list of plates, with so much

. care as might do justice both to Mr. Webber and to his

Ascveral engravers. When all these circumstances are
taken into consideration, we trust that we shall hear
no more of the delay; and only be grateful to that
unificent Patron of Science, who not only directed
he history of the voyage to be published, but to be
published with such a splendid train of ornaments, at
he public expense, as will still adé to the merit of
aving ordered the voyage itself to be undertaken.
And here it seems to be incumbent upon us to
kdd, as another instance of munificent attention, that
@icare has been taken to mark, in the most significant
anner, the just sense entertained of the humane
nd liberal relief afforded to our ships in Kamts-
hatka. Colonel Behm, the commandant of that
S rovince, has not been rewarded merely by the plea-
Apure which a benevolent mind feels in reflecting upon
3 he blessings it confers; but has been thanked in a
ggnanner equally consistent with the dignity of his
g1 sovereign and of ours, to whose subjects he ex-
ended protection. A magnificent piece of plate was
presented to him with an inscription, worthy of a
place in the same book where the history of his hu-
nanity to our countrymen is recorded, and which,
hile it does honour to our national gratitude, de-
serves also to be preserved as a2 monument of our
ational taste for elegant composition. It isas follows:

Viro EGREGIO MAGNO DE Beawm; qui, Imperatricis
Augustissimee Cathering auspiciis, summéque animi benig-
itate, seeva, quibus preerat, Kamtschatkae littora, navibus
autisque Britannicis, hospita preebuit; eosque, in terminis,
bi qui essent Imperio Russico, frustra explorandis, mala multa
perpessos, iterata vice excepit, refecit, recreavit, & commeat
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omni cumulaté auctos dimisit; REr NavarLis BRriTanNIcx
SEPTEMVIRI in aliquam benevolentize tam insignis memoriam,

amicissimo, gratissimoque animo, suo, patri;eque nomine, 3§

D.D.p.
MDCCLXXXI.

This public testimony of gratitude reminds the 3
editor, that there are similar calls upon himself. He
owes much to Captain King for his advice and direc. 3
tion, in a variety of instances, where Captain Cook’s ¥
Journal required explanation ; for filling up several 3
blanks with the proper longitude and- latitude ; of }
and for supplying del?ciencies in the tables of astro. 4
nomical observations. .

Lieutenant Roberts was also frequently consulted, 3
and was always found to be a ready and effectual *§
assistant, when any nautical difficulties were to be 3
cleared up.

But particular obligations are due to Mr. Wales, 3
who besides the valuable communications which have :3
been adopted in this Introduction, seconded most 3
liberally the editor’s views of serying Mrs. Cook, by J}
cheerfully taking upon himself the whole trouble of 3
digesting, from the log-books, the tables of the route 3
of the ships, which add so greatly to the intrinsic 3
merit of this publication: 4

Mr. Wegg, besides sharing in the thanks so justly §
due to the committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, §
for their unreserved communications, was particularly §
obliging to the editor, by giving him repeated oppor- §
tunities of conversing with Governor Hearne, and 3
Captain Christopher.

The honourable Mr. Daines Barrington had the 3
goodness to interest himself, with his usual zeal for 3
every work of public utility, in procuring some ne- 3§
cessary information, and suggesting some valuable 3
hints which were adopted.

It would be great injustice not to express our ac- §
knowledgments to Mr. Pennant, who, besides enrich- 3
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ing the third volume with references to his Aretic
Zoology, the publication of which will be an impor-
tant accession to Natural History, also communicated
some very authentic and satisfactory manuscript ac-
counts of the Russian discoveries.

The vocabularies of the Friendly and Sandwich
Islands, and of the natives of Nootka, had been fur-
nished to Captain Cook, by his most useful associate
in the voyage, Mr. Anderson ; and a fourth, in which
the language of the Esquimaux is compared with that
of the Americans on the opposite side of the con-
tinent, had been prepared by the Captain himself.
But the comparative Table of Numerals, which is
marked No. 2 in the Appendix, was very obligingly
drawn up, at the request of the editor, by Mr. Bryant,
who, in his study, has followed Captain Cook, and,
indeed, every traveller and historian, of every age,
into every part of the globe. The public will con-
sider this table as a very striking illustration of the
wonderful migrations of a nation, about whom so
much additional information-has-been gained by our
voyages, and be ready to acknowledge it as a very
useful communication. '

One more communication remains to be not onl
acknowledged, but to be inserted at the close of this
Introduction. The testimonies of learned contem-
poraries, in commendation of a deceased author, are
trequently displayed in the front of his book. It is
with the greatest propriety, therefore, that we prefix
to this posthumous work of Captain Cook the testi-
mony of one of his own profession, not more distin-
guished by the elevation of rank, than by the dignit
of private virtues. Ashe wishes to remain concealed,
perhaps this allusion, for which we intreat his indul-
gence, may have given too exact direction to the
eyes of the public where to look for such a character.
Let us, however, rest satisfied -with the intrinsic
merit of a composition, conveyed under the injunc-
tion of secrecy ; and conclude our long preliminary

G 2
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dissertation with expressing a wish, or rather a well-
grounded hope, that this volume may not be the
only place where posterity can meet with a monu-
- mental inscription, commemorative of a man, in re-
counting and applauding whose services, the whole

of enlightened Europe will equally concur with Great
Britain.




THE MEMORY

OF

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK,

THE ABLEST AND MOST RENOWNED NAVIGATOR THIS OR
ANY COUNTRY HATH PRODUCED.

He raised himself, solely by his merit, from a very obscure
birth, to the rank of Post-Captain in the royal navy, and was
unfortunately killed by the savages of the island Owhyhee
on the 14th of February, 1779; which island he had not
long before discovered,- when prosecuting his third voyage
round the globe.

He possessed, in an eminent degree, all the qualifications
requisite for his profession and great undertakings; together
with the amiable and worthy qualities of the best men.

Cool and deliberate in judging : sagacious in determining:
active in executing: steady and persevering in enterprising
from vigilance and unremitting eaution : unsubdued by la-
bour, difficulties, and disappointments: fertile in expedients:
never wanting presence of mind: always possessing himself,
and the full use of a sound understanding.

Mild, just, but exact in discipline, he was a father to his
people, who were attached to him from affection, and obe-
dient from confidence.

His knowledge, his experience, his sagacity, rendered him
so intirely master of his subject, that the greatest obstacles
were surmounted, and the most dangerous navigations be-
came easy, and almost safe, under his direction.

He explored the Southern hemisphere to a much higher
latitude than had ever been reached, and with fewer accidents
than frequently befall those who navigate the coasts of this
island. .

¢ 3
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By his benevolent and unabating attention to the welfare
of his ship’s company, he discogered and introduced a system
for the preservation of the heﬁh of seamen in long voyages,
which has proved wonderfully efficacious: for in his second
voyage round the world, which continued upwards of three
years, he lost only one man by distemper, of one hundred and
eighteen, of which his company consisted.

The death of this eminent and valuable man was a loss to
mankind in general; and particularly to be deplored by every
nation that respects useful accomplishments, that honours "
science, and loves the benevolent and amiable affections of
the heart. It is still more to be deplored by this country,
which may justly boast of having produced a man hitherto
unequalled for nautical talents; and that sorrow is farther &
aggravated flection, that his country was deprived of &
this ornament by the enmity of a-people, from whom, indeed,
it might have been dreaded, but from whom it was not
deserved. For, actuated always by the most attentive care 3
and tender compassion for the savages in general, this excel- g
lent man was ever assiduously endeavouring, by kind treat- 3
ment, to dissipate their fears and court their friendship; over- 3
looking their thefts and treacheries, and frequently inter- 3
posing, at the hazard of his life, to protect them from the 3
sudden resentment of his own injured people. ‘

The object of his last mission was to discover and ascertain §
the boundaries of Asia and America, and to penetrate into
the Northern Ocean by the North East Cape of Asia.

Traveller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate this 3
great master in his profession; whose skill and labours have 3
enlarged natural philosophy ; bave extended nautical science;
and have disclosed the long-concealed and admirable arrange- 3
ments of the Almighty in the formation of this globe, and, at 3
the same time, the arrogance of mortals, in presuming to ac-
count, by their speculations, for the laws by which he was i
pleased to create it. It is now discovered, beyond all doubt, :§
that the same Great Being who created the universe by his 3

Jiaz, by the same ordained our earth t