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PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker Barirte Hanmirron, Esquire,
K. B. Hamrrron. Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
(L. S,) Island of Newfoundland and its Depeudencies.

HEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Wednesday, the

Ninth day of August instaat : And whereas I think fit further to Prorogue the

said General Assembly until Monday, the Ninth day of October next ensuing: I do

therefore, by this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Mon-

day, the Ninth day of October next; and of which all persons concerned are required and
commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. Jobn's, in the aforesaid Island, the Eighth day
of August,One Thousand EightHundred and Fifty-

four, and in the Eighteenth Year of Her Majesty'’s
Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
FAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.



PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker BaiLLie Haaivron, Esquire,
K. B. Hamirtoxn. Governor and Commander-in-Chiefin and over the
(L. S.) Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies.

WHEREAS the General Assembly of this Island stands Prorogued until Monday, the

Ninth day of October next : And whereas] think fit further to Prorogue the said
General Assembly until Tuesday, the Tenth day of October next ensuing ; I do therefore, by
this my Proclamation, further Prorogue the said General Assembly until Tuesday,the Tenth
day of October mext: then to mect for the despalch of business ; and of which all persons
concerned are required and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves accord-
ingly.

Given under my hand and Seal at the Government House,
at St. Johu’s, in the aforesaid Island, the Twenty-
fifth day of September, One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Fifty-four, and in the Eighteenth Year
of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.



AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE FIFTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

TUESDAY, 10ts OctoBER, 1854.

THE General Assembly, having by severai Proclamations of His Ex-
cellency the Governor, hereto prefixed, been Prorogued until this day,
then to meet for the despatch of business, the members thereof met in
the Assembly Room.

A Message from His Excellency the Governor.

At Two o'clock, a message from His Excellency the Governor was
delivered by F. W. Rennie, Esq., the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, commanding the immediate attendance of Mr. Speaker and the House
in the Council Chamber.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker and the House attended Iis Excellency the
Governor in the Council Chamber, and being returned,

Mr. Sreaker informed the House that when in attendance on His Fx-
cellency the Governor, His Excellency had been pleased to make a Speech
to both Branches of the Legislature, of which Mr. Speaker said, for the

sake ofaccuracy,he had obuiined a copy,and wisich he read to the House
as follows :—

Mr. President and Gentlemen of Her Majesty’s Council :—
My Speaker and Gentlemen of the Iouse of Assembly : —

The circumstances under which the last session terminated having re-
sulted in reference by both Branches of the Legislature to Her Majesty’s
Government, who have expressed their views upon the matter brought
under their consideration, in Despatches from ber Majesty’s Secretary of
State, copies of which I will cause to be laid before you, I have in com-,
pliance with the instructions conveyed to me, called you together at this

General Assembly meets
for decpatch of business,

Message from the Governor
conmanding attendance of
the House.

L
¥y

Speech of the Governor
opening the session,
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period of the year—inconveniently though I fear it may be as regards
the general business of the country—for the purpose of settling the pre-
liminary conditions to the introduction of the system of Responsible Gov-
ernment, and of remedying the inconveniences arising from the circum-
stances of the last Session having closed without the usuai Bill of Supply.

The suggestions and recommendations contained in the Despatches of
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State leave me little to add beyond the expres-
sion of a hope that in the apparently only remaining point at issue be-
tween the two Houses, namely, the settlement of the details of the Re-
presentation Bill, the discussion of whatever may be proposed will be
conducted in a spirit of moderation on all sides; and that such a Bill
may be perfected as will be fair, and, I trust, acceptable to all parties.

I have to acquaint you that a Treaty for the reciprocal free inter-
change of certain staple products of the United States and the British
American Colonies was signed at Washington, on the 6th June last, be-
tween the Government of Great Britain and that of the United States ;
and has since been ratified by the two governments. The admission of
Newfoundland to a participation in this Treaty is conditional on certain
preliminary arrangements, and the action of the Legislatures as well as
of the United Kingdom and United States, as of this colony.

I shall cause to be laid before you copies of a Despatch addressed tome
by Sir George Grey.on this subject ; but in the absence of an authentic
copy of the Treaty, and of the suggestions from the Governor General of
Canada which the Secretary of State has informed me that I shall receive:
for my guidance in proposing any measure for securing to this colony the
advantages derivable from the Treaty, I am not, at present, in a position
to invite your further attention to this matter.

During the recess my attention has been directed to the defective sani-
tary state of St. John’s. While we gratefully acknowledge the distin-
guishing mercy shewn to us by Divine Providence in exempting us from
such visitations of sickness ashave devastated other countries both of the
old and new world, we are warned that even in this climate of extraordi-
nary salubrity we cannot neglect with impunity certain general sanitary
laws. I will cause to be laid before you a. Report prepared by a cowpe-
tent person with a view to asystem of drainage of St. John’s, and s;‘)eci-b
fying that part which, being immediately indispensable, I directed to be -
performed. I recommend this subject to your consideration, and that
provision be made for gwmg effect to such measures for the preservatmn ‘
of the public health as may be approved of by the Board of Health.

Although I regret to say the Fishery during the past season has, to a
great extent, failed on some parts of the coasts of the Island, I trust that
the general Fishery will, on the whole, be found to have been not below ‘
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an average one.On the other hand,I have to congratulate you on the very
great diminuticn of the potato disease compared with its ravages in past
years. *

Mpr. Speaker and Gentlemen of tlze House of Ass'embly

I will transmxt to you a statement of the Revenue up to the present
period of the year: I will also direct to be laid before you the Estimates
for the present year, and rely on your making the necessary provision for
the public service, and for the additional expenditure incurred in carry-
ing out measures to protect the public health.

On motion of Mr. WARREN, seconded by Mr. Marcir,

That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address of Thanks
in reply to the gracious Speech with which His Excellency has been
pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature.

Ordered,—That Mr. Warren, Mr. March, Mr. Hoyles, Mr. Hanrahan,
and Mr. Emerson, do form such Committee.

Mr. SpEAKER presented to the House aletter from Joseph Hume, Fsq.,
M.P., inreply to the Address of the Assembly of last session, soliciting
his aid in procuring Responsible Governmeat for this colony, which he
read to the House as follows :—

Bryanstone Square, 19th August, 1854.
To the Hon. Jou~n KEnT,

Speaker of the Assembly of Newfoundland.

Sir,—This will be delivered by Mr. Little, who, with Mr. Emerson,
have been active to carry out the wishes of the Assemb]y and of the peo-
ple of Newloundlaud ; and they will show, by the copies of the corres-
pondence what has been done and why they return without having the
Petmon from the Asssmbly presented to the House of Commons

I found in His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, and in Sir George Grey,
great regret that the. Governor and Counfcil had not met the House of
Assembly to settle, as in the other Provinces, Responsible Government.
They regretted, as I do, the necessity of having recourse to the strong
means of stepping the. Supplies; and assured me that the Despatch by the
first packet should enJom the carrymcr out ofthe Duke s intention.

With that knowledge, and the assurance that measiures would be taken
to place Newfoundland in the same situation as the other Provinces of
British America, I determmed not to present the Petmon to the House of
Commons. o - ' )

Select Committee to prepare
Address of Thanks.

Letter from Joscph Hume,
Esq, M.P
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I know that that course has given satisfaction ; and I trust that I shall
soon learn that you approve of what I have done, and that the 'cb,anges
requisite to be made, have all been made to the satisfaction of the people
of Newfoundland.

I cannot allow Mr. Little and Mr, Emerson to return without assuring
you of their devotion to fulfil your wishes, and of the zeal and ability
they have manifested in the delicate proceedings they have had to con-
duct here.

I trust that the same moderation in your proceedings with the Gover-
nor and Council will secure that mutual good feeling which must exist
in every Responsible Government. ‘

As long as my services can be useful to.the Province, I shall, with plea-
sure, afford every assistance in my power to promote peace and good feel-
ing—the harbingers of prosperity in every country.

I remain, Sir,
your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HUME.

Mr. HoGsETT gave notice that on to-morrow he would move the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee on the subject of reporting the Debates
of the House during the present session.

Mr. LitTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for a Bill to
increase the number of Representatives in the General Assembly ; also
that on to-morrow he would move that the lithographic'likeness of Joseph
Hume, Esq.,M.P., brought from England by the Delegates, be placed in
a conspicucus paft of the Legislative Hall, as a mark of the gratitude of
the people of Newfoundland for his distinguished services in advocating
the rights of this colony to self-government.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two .of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 11th OcToBER, 1854.

Mr. WaggeN, from the Select Committe,e. abpqinted tq;prépare an ’Ad-
dress of Thanks in reply to the Speech, with which His Excellency has
been pleased to open the present Session of the Legislature, presented -
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a drafi thereof, which he handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where. the same
was read a first time. " '

Ordered,—That the Address be read a second time to-morrow. - - Time of second reading.

Mr. LiTTLE, pursuant to notice and leave granted, présented a Bill t0 Representation Bill read
increase the present number of Representatives in the General Assembly '™
of this island, and the same was read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a sec>nd time to-morrow. ~ Time of second reading.
On motion of Mr. LirTLE, seconded by Mr. EmErson,

“Resolved,—That the lithographic likeness of Joseph Hume, Es‘q.,M.P., Resolutionin reference to
. : o o portrait of Joseph Hume,

precared by the Delegates of the Assembly, be placed in a conspicuous £sq, M. P. 3

part of this Legislative Hall, to be chosen by the Speaker, as a mark of

the gratitude of the people of Newfoundland, for the distinguished

services of Mr. Hume in advocating their rights fo self-govern-

ment.

Mr. LiTTLE, on the part ofthe Delegates appointed in the last session
of the Legislature to proceed to London for the purpose of advecating the
¢laims of this colony to Responsible Government, presented the Report,
which he handedia at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read as
follows :—

The House of Assembly having honoured us with the appointment of Delegates’ Report,
Delegates to represent their views to the Imperial Government, on the
right of the people of this Colony to the enjoyment of self-government—
on the obstructive policy of Her Majesty’s Council in resisting its intro-
duction, and the proccedings of the Assembly on the Duke of Newcastle’s
Despatch—1we beg to submit the following Report of our proceedings, in
discharge of the high and responsible trast reposed in us.

Mr. LiT1LE having arrived in London on the 20th July, immediately
applied to that able and faithful friend of Colenial Reform, Joseph Hume,
Esq., M. P., for an interview, which was promptly granted on ‘the same
day. Mr. Hume having been in possession of the past history of the mis.
government of this Colony furnished by the Delegates of the Assembly
last year, Mr. Little now laid before him an accurate detail of the pro-
ceedings of the Assembly upon the Despatch of His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle to the Governor, dated February last, in‘compliance with the
principal conditions thereof ; and having satisfied Mr. Hume that the
Bill adopted by the Acsembly to mcrease the number of members in the
Assembly, was a fair and reasonable measure, he described the conduct of
the Council thereon, and,the necessity which they had thrown on- the
Assembly of stoppmﬂ‘ the ‘Supplies.  Mr. Hume quite’ approved of the
course pursued by the Assembly, declaring that he Saw no other one open
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to them, undér the circamstancss, as the Council had "evidded an obiti-
nacy and overbearing tone which evinced anything but'a sincére 'desire
to settle the preliminaries for a change of government ; that -he would
cheerfully continue to sustain the right of the people of Newfoundland to
self- governihent ; and, if nécessary, present the petition of the- Assefiibly
to the House of Commons, Which %was entrustéd to Him by the Resclution
of the Assembly, and now delivered to him with'othiér documents by Mr.
Little ; that he would, however, first -adopt such steps, in a conciliatory
spirit towards the Imperial authorities, as would probably be effectual,
and obviate the necessity for presenfing the Petition ;—that the friendly
intentions of the Duke of Newcastle, in favor of the extension of constitu-
tional freedom to the Colony, remained unchanoed ;—and that he had no
doubt Sir George Grey, the newly appomted Secretary of State for 'the
colonies, would realize those Just intentions. Having obtained full inform-
ation on the present ‘'state of our aﬁ‘alrs, he made arrangements to obtain
an interview for the Delegates with the Secretary of State, and kindly
offered to accompany them upon the occasion.

On the following day, (the 21st) Mr. Little waited upon Frederick
Peel, Esq., M.P., Under Secretary of State for the Colonial Department
at his residence }in White Hall Gardens, who received him very affubly
and entered frankly into a lengthy and interesting discussion upon the
conduct of the Assembly and the Council in yelation to the conditions
mentioned in the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch. After hearing atten-
tively a statement of what the Assembl) had done to comply with them,
he stated that he 1eoretted to learn, from mformatlon prev1ous]y recelived,
the extent to which sectarian differences appea.red to have gone into the
proceedmfrs on the Replesentauou Bill ; —that he consulered the Bill, as
amended by the Assembly, a fair and 1ea<onable measure ;—that he con-
ceived it ought to have been assented to by the Council, and had he been
a member of that body he would bave assented to it ; that the Governor
might, with propriety, have acted as a mediator between the Assembly and
the Council, asrequested by the former ; and that according to his views,
there could be no danger of any undue sectarian ascendancy under that
Bill, as, if parties wlshed to act, and the Llectors voted on denommatlon-
al grounds, the result would be 16 Protestants and 14 Catholics ; or, if
Burin returned a Catholic, 15 and 15 would be the result of the Parlia-
mentary elections ; but he trusted, that experlence would show the folly
of adopting any e\cluswely denominational” standard of qualification for
candidates, and that men wou]d not be accepted or rejected leply on
account of their rellgxoua belief. Mr. Little stated that it should be clear-
ly undetstood that the Council forced on the’ Assembly the consideration
of the denominational element in adjustmg the Representatlon Bill ; that
the Assembly did not desire, and would not sanction, any undue Sectarxan
ascendancy in the hands of any party,—that the only tear the Council’s
party had on this head was, that their individual interest would suffer if the
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existidg scctatian and fdmily contpact ascetididey, which ‘they Sustaihied
in the Goveriiment of the Colony, were brdken down,'and the portals of
office thtown dpeh to men of meritorious cHarabter and ability, in Whom
the people réposed confidence, irrespective of sectarianism ;—not bug
reference should be had to the rights of all denominations entitled to par-
ticipate in power and patronage, and that it should be dividéd among
them as fairly and equally as might be practicable and consistent with the
public service. It was evident, however, that the Council made use of
the dectarian clement to Cover their real objects, and that their greag
anxiety ivas to securc the extension of mercantile influence over the elect
ors, aud thereby continue to rule the country.

With reference to the condition to provide retiring allowances for the
outgoing oflicials, he thought the Assembly had acted liberally, except in
the case of Mr. Archibald, the Attorney General; and although he did
not conceive that there was any principle involved in the diflerence on
the allowance to be made to him ; yet concessions should be made in po-
litical life, or there would be great difficulty experienced in most positions
in getting on ; he felt that the Assembly would not be wrong in giving
way on that point.  Mr. Little replicd that there was no desire on the
part of the Assembly to underrate the scrvices or claims of dfy of the
out-going ofticials; that thcy were allowed a higher scale of retirements
than had been adopted in any of the other Colonies, and ihat if the At-
torney-General's were the only point of differenée, that might have been
scitled in the Colony. If he vwere i1¢asonable in his expectations ; but his
conduct in the Council as the admitted leader of the most obstructive
party at the board, did not place him in afavourable position before the
people, or entitle him to any special favor from the Assembly. After 3
lengthy and satisfuctory discussion on cther points, Mr. Little left with
Mr. Peel the duplicate of the address of the Assembly to the Secretary
of State on the subject of the Delegation, with other documents béaring
thereon, amd requested him to have the kindness to inform Sir George
Grey of his desire to obtain an interview with him for the Delegates at an
eirly day. 1l'e kindly promised complisnce, andstated that he would
be happy to'see Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson again if they should desire
it.

Mr. Little then addressed a letter [marked No. | inthe annexed cor
respondence] to Mr. Peel, witha duplicate of letter No. 2, for Sir George
Grey ; this was done before- Mr. Emerson’s arrival in London, as time
was of much importance at the juncture of affuirs, and as the Delegates
of the Council, and Mr. Hoyles, who it was understood preteuded to re-
present some party or iaterest in Newfoundland, had been pressing their
views on the Secretary of State. They were, no doubt, anxious to have the
first story with the Minister : and it was, therefore, desirable at once to
counteract any erroneous impressions they may have attempted to make,
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Sir George Grey having named the 27th July for an interview with the
Delegates, Mr. Hume was so kind as to attend with them, (Mr. Emerson
having arrived on the 25th July,) at the Colonial Office at 4 o’clock p.x.,
on the former day, for the purpose of laying the whole case before the
Secretary of State. Sir George received the deputation, very courteous-
ly ; and Mr. Hume having intimated to him that Mr. Little was prepared
to enter into a detail of the proceedings of the Assembly and the Council
since the receipt of the Duke of Newcastle’s despatch by the Governor of
Newfoundland in Marchlast; that it was to be greatly regretted that the
Governor of the Colony did not act with firmness towards his Council, for
had he done soin an impartial manuer, it wasquite evident, from the mo-
derate and just conduct of the Assembly, matters might have been ar-
ranged without obliging the Assembly to stop the supplies, and appeal
again to the Imperial Government for justice; but he would reserve his
further remarks for the present. S

Mr. Little then proceeded to lay before Sir George Grey his statement —
He referred to the measures adopted by the Assembly since 1846 on the
subject of Responsible Government,—to the constitution of the present
Government and the general desire of the inhabitants for a fundamental
change,—the opposition given by the Council to send home delegates
from both branches last year,—arising doubtless from fear of an exposure
of the abuses perpetrated under the present system; and a corscious
weakness of their position—to the proceedings of the delegates of
the Assembly last year,—to the assurances of the Duke of Newcastle
of his desire to place Newfoundland upon a footing of equality, as to Re-
sponsible Government, with Prince Edward Island and the other neigh-
bouring Provinces,—to the four conditions on which the noble Duke had
granted Responsible Government to Newfoundland, as stated in his des-
patch of February last to the Governor, and-the compliance of the Assem-
bly with three of them—to the differences which existed between the
Governor and Assembly in relatioa to the allowance provided for the
Attorney General, and with the Council on the Representation Bill,—tc
the sectarian standard forced on the consideration of the Assembly by
the Council in reference to that measure, and the attempts of the latter to
increase the political power of a few Mercantile Houses to the detriment
of the popular party and the progress of the Colony—to the large conces-
sions made by the Assembly to conciliate the Council, and, if possible,
settle the preliminaries of the change: w1thout further troubling the Im-
perial authorities—to the absence of a corresponding spiriton the part of
the Countil, as shown by the fact that they, had.not made one substantial
concession in ‘the Representation Bxll on the contrary, the terms they
claimed were more unreasonable than they contended for at any previous
period,—to the appeal made by the Assembly to the Governor, to act as
a mediator to induce the Council -to come to an arrangement with the As-
sembly, and his refusal to interpose,—to the circumstances connected with
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the address presented to the Governor, and his manner of treating it,—to
the stoppage of Supplies, which was an inevitable step, and the determi-
nation of the Assembly not to grant any to support the present system,—
to their guarantee of an indemnity to the Governor for the necessary out-
lay for the support of the poor,—to the misrepresentation by the Council
of the Acts of the Assembly, and particularly in reference to the vote of
indemnity for the relief of the Poor. That, in fact, the Assembly had
done all that was in their power to comply with the conditions stated by
His Grace, with the exception of the fourth, and as there was no such
condition as the payment of members by assessment in force in any other
British colony, the people of Newfoundland were unwilling to submit to it,
and the Assembly therefore considered that the Imperial Government
would not attempt to enforce it. He also referred to the financial affairs
of the colony,which he said were in a deplorable state ; and it required no
small amount of economy and judgment to place them upon a safe and de-
sirable footing ;—and he concluded,by repeating the prayer of the address
of the Assembly, for the immediate dissolution of the Council, as they
only obstructed the contemplated change, and the preliminaries to its in-
troduction might now be considered as settled by the Assembly, for what-
ever they might do as to Mr. Archibald’s retirement on the suggestion
of Sir George, they were determined, at any rigk, to adhere to their Re-
presentative Bill, and not to make any farther concessions therein.

Sir George Grey deprecated the idea of attempting to divide the colony,
or any part of it, into Electoral Districts, not so much by a reference to
population, as to denominational distinctions, and expressed a hope that
the difficulties which were anticipated on the score of sectarianism in the
working of the new system, would not be experienced ;—that there was so
little to differ upon, as to the retiring allowance of the Attorney General,
and allow him a retirement upon that basis, which would be less than if
the retirement were calculated upon his official income as Attorney-Gene-
ral, but more than the sum allowed by the Assembly. With reference to
the Representation Bill, he was sorry and surprised that it had not been
adjusted in the colony—the points of difference were now so few between
the Assembly and the Council upon it, that he was convinced there would
be an arrangement effected upon them through the intervention of the
Governor, whom he would instruct to act as an arbitrator or mediator,
for the purpose of effecting a settlement.  As be had little doubt under
the instructions which would -be sent out of any further difficulty being
experienced on this head, he did not think it would be necessary at pre-
sent to resort to the extreme step of dissolving the Conncil to secure the
passing of the Bill, while he refused to sanction the application which had
been made for Parliamentary interference with the constitution which the
Duke of Newcastle intended to confer on the Island, or the enactment of

any Impenal Statute or Revenue Bill, as sought by a petmon from somi



12 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Commercial men in the island, which would infringe upon those rights
which have been impliedly, if not expressly, guaranteed to Newfound-
land under the general rule sdopted towards all the British North Ameri.
can Colonies for their better Government; he meant the rule of abstain-
ing from any acts of legislation upon purely local affairs, which properly
formed matter of local concern, and should therefore be disposed of by,
and according to the opinions and judgment of, those to be affected by
them, the only interference that he could, therefore, advise, until the
conditions were arranged for the general change, would be the modifica-
tion of the Council, if it should be found, contrary to his anticipations, that
they did not come to an arrangement with the Assembly on the Representa-
tion Bill. He much regretted the necessity of stopping the Supplies, and
hoped the Assembly would not be again placed in such.a position as to
deem a repetition or continuance of such an extreme course necessary.

The Delegates here stated, that it was their duty and desire to be can-
did on this point ; and they did not hesitate to say, that as the anticipa-
tions expressed by the Delegates last year to the Duke of Newcastle, and
also, by the Assembly, both before, upon, and since the receipt of His
Grace’s Despatch, as to the improbability of the Council agreeing on a
fair Representation Bill, had been realized ; so had any promires which
the Delegates had made to the Duke, as well as their anticipations of the
stoppage of supplies, as a consequence of the continued obstructive con-
duct of the Council—Yes, remarked Mr. Hume, that is quite true,
and for his part, he saw no other course open to the Assembly than that
which they adopted, to vindicate the rights of the people and demonstrate
their entire want of confidence in the present Council,and the system which
they have fought so hard to uphold. That the Assembly, as well as him-
self, regretted the necessity they were under of taking so extreme a step,
but who is to blame for its serious consequences ? Not certainly the
Assembly, but the Council, and the Governor who refused to interpose, and
who acted more as a partizan of his Council than as an impartial ruler be-
tween the contending parties. He was convinced, as the Delegates were, if
the Governor had acted upon the address of the Assembly, with firmness
and discretion, his Council would, under the circumstances then existing,
and the position of partiesin the Council at that time, have been brought
to terms, and the country would have been saved from any loss or inconve-
nience which may result from the present unfortunate state of things. With
reference. to the support of the Poor, he thought the Assembly had acted
with much consideration ; and he put it to Sir George Grey, to say, what
was to be expected from the Executive party when they permitted their
Solicitor. General to speak for two hours against time in the Assembly to
prevent the passing of an address to the Governor,authorlsmo a continued
outlay for the support of the poor, the lunatics, and the completion of the
Lunatic Asylum,and then to attribute to the misconduct of the Assembly
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the absence of any legal provision for‘that part of the public service; surely,
he continued, such things cannot be sustdined or tolerated in any person
connected with the Government. . Sir. George. Grey .appeared .to sbe. much
surprised at -this:description of the. condnct. of .the Executive party and
their organ in the Assembly, and. expressed a:hope that in.future .ex-
tremes would be avoided on both sides.

The Délegates stated that the measures of the Assembly were an evi-
dence of their moderation ; and, in continuation:of the observations they
were making when Mr. Hume introduced” his appropriate remarks, they
felt themselves bound to inform Sir George Grey, that whatever might be
the consequences, the Assembly would not surrender one jot more of the
people’s rights to subserve the caprice or policy of the Council ; and if the
question of self-government were not settled  satisfactorily without delay,
the people would not submit to any further taxation for the support of the
present corrupt and arbitrary system,—that Sir George Grey was at liber-
ty, if a radical change did not soon take place in the Government, to take
away the sham Representative Government with which the Colony was
burthened, and introdoce whatever form he pleased in its stead, provided
he undertook to relieve the people from all taxation and suppoited the
public institutions and necessary public improvements in the Colony,
which would cost the Tmperial Government about £200,000, a-year. No,
replied Sir George Grey,l shall not advise the adoption of any. such poli-
cy with the Colony.It is the desire of the Government that. Newfoundland
should stand upon an equality with the aeiglibouring Colunies—Reforms
are not effected in a day even in England—we only gain them by de-
grees,and you must have a little patience.and all will be:right bye-and bye.
Doubtless, they replied, our affairs will be ultimately right; but while:the
contending parties have been discussing abstract points, or having.settled
these, have come to a dead-lock .on details, the .operative : population are
quitting the country, the middle -classes are following in their -footsteps,
and with the exception of the mercantile: body,whoare realising fortunes,
the whole Colony going.to ruin.—This-is plain language, Sir-George, re-
marked Mr.. Hume, but there is nothing like speaking .out. plainly.upon
such an occasion as the .present,.and I have -no deubt that it will:not. he
lost on the present government. = Had :such language been.attended to
many years ago, when I .appealed to the Secretary-of sState. for ithe-colo.
nies en behalf of Canada, the .outbreak .of;1837 would ‘not :have taken
place, and .all the reforms which have since been. made in- that fine .coun-
try would have been matured long ago, and we should-nothave to deplore
a sacrifice of blood .and treasure - to.uphold-bad. Government: and family
compacts. : SR

After a lengthened dxscussmn on several dther points taken up by Mr.
Emerson, the Secretary of ‘State ‘informed the delegates that he should
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fully consider the matters submitted ; and if they desired any further in-
terview, he would be happy to see them.

He said that he required a little time for consideration, as he was not
then prepared to express conclusively the opinion of the Government
upon the points submitted. In the meantime, however, he would remark
in reference to the Representation Bill, that he could not sanction the
priaciple introduced to secure the representation of a minority in Burin.
It was contrary to the practice of the Mother Country and the neigh-
bouring colonies, and without expressing any more definite opinion on the
general principle, he did not see anything to justify its adoption in the
District of Buiin. As to the cutting off a portion of Trinity District to
add to Bonavista, he could see no necessity for that, and therefore follows,
genuemen, remarked Mr. Hume, that as there is only about 100 less
Electors in Placentia and St. Mary’s District than in Bonavista, that
the former is entitled to a third member, with such an expression of Sit
George’s opinions, I should have no objection to show Mr. Hume the
Despatch which I shall write to the Governor on the subject and inform
you of its substance. He then requested the delegates to reduce the mat-
ters they had brought under his notice to writing, and furnish him with
a statement of them.  They felt that decision and candour were more
than ever necessary in their movements, as Sir George appeared to be
undecided in his intended line of action, and they availed of the oppor-
tunity thas afforded to place their views clearly before him ; and express-
ed in the copy of their letters No. 3 and No. 4 in the annexed corres.
pondence.

Perceiving by the reported Parliamentary debates, in the London
Times of the 1st August, that Sir John Pakington had stated on the pre-
vious day, in his place in Parliament, on asking a question as to the in-
tentions of the Government with reference to the affairs of Newfoundland,
that he understood the Assembly had rejected the conditions on which
the Duke of Newcastle had granted Responsible Government to the co-
lony, we deemed it necessary to bring the misrepresentation of the pro-~
ceedings of the Assembly under the notice of the Government, through
Mr. Hume, as will appear by our letter No. 5 to him, and his, No. 6, to
Sir George Grey, in the correspondence annexed. It was- gratifying to
perceive that Sir George Grey denied in Parliament the matter alleged by
Sir John Pakington, as to the course taken by the Assembly, and stated
that they had complied with the principal conditions mentioned 'in the
noble Duke’s Despatch, though a difference arose between the Assembly
and the Council on a few matters of detail whioh he conceived would be
easily adjusted.

Mr. Hume intimated to the delegates that, as the Duke of Newcastle
was much interested in the welfare of Newfoundland, and anxious to sce
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the principles of self-government infused into its constitution, as he had
assured him frequently before our arrival in London, as well as since,
we determined, at Mr. Hume's suggestion, to address his Grace on the
subject of our affairs.  This step was deemed the more advisable as Sir
George would, as he stated, carry out the Duke’s intentions. We, there-
fore, on the Ist August, addressed a letter, No* 7, to his Grace, with a
copy of letter No. 4, and of the last resolutions of the Assembly on the
state of the Colony ; and on the following day we were gratified to receive
the satisfactory reply (No. 7) from the noble Duke, by which it will be
seen that he fully rccognises ¢ the great concessions made by the Assem.
bly in a conciliatory spirit,” and takes a fair and impartial view of their
proceedings, with a c]ear assurance ‘¢ that the close of this unfortunate
contest is near at hand ;" a conclusion which he subsequently repeated to
Mr. Hume in unmistakeable terms.

Upon the receipt of the Duke’s Despatch, we sent a copy of it to Mr.
Hume, with letter No. 9, requesting him to remind SirGeorge Grey of our
anxiety for a final decision, and pointing out the practical details which
should be adopted to put an end to the existing differences and organize a
new Government:—first, by an immediate dissolutior of thé Council ; se-
condly, an absolute concession of Responsible Government ; the appoint-
ment of two separate Councils ; the Legislative Council to consist of not
more than fifteen members, and the Executive nine ; the members of the lat-
terto hold seats. some in the. Assembly, and the rest in the Leglslan ve
Couacil, and to include all the heads of the punmpal departments ;—and
thirdly, the new Government should be directed to pass the Pension and
Representation Bills; and that the General Elections should take place

this autumn.

As Mr. Hume was about to place these views before Sir Gedrge Grey
we deemed it advisable to address letter No. 10 to him, for the purpose of
briefly reiterating the three points of dispute in the Representation Bill—
the adtnission frankly made by the Duke of Newcastle of the < great con-
cessions” made by the Assembly in a‘ conciliatory spirit.” and the deter<
mination of the Assembly to make no further concession in the measure
~—that the Assembly applied to the Imperial Government, not simply to
obtain the expression of its opinion on theit measures, but also for the
immediate concession of Responsible Government—-that we conceived
that it would be useless to give thie Council another chance to come toan
agreement upon it ;—and ucless Sir George Grey should satisfy him as
to the propriety of the course ke was disposed to adopt, that we would
bring the affairs of the Colony before Parliament ; and we should solicit
the influential co-operation of certain liberal Members of Parliament. -

On the 9th 'August,- we, in company with Mr. Hume, were favoured by
the Secretary of State with another lengthy interview ; at his instance Sir
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George having delayed writing his despatch to the Governor of the colony-
until he should more fully.know- our opinions. We showed by a reference.
to the past acts of the Council, as well as their conduct on the -Represent-
ation Bill; why they ought to be dissolved, why. they have fomented secta-
rian discord, and involved the Governor in their obstructive policy ; that
they ruined Sir Gaspard LeMarchant’s administration, and prevented him,
and other Governors before him, from exercising an independent'and im-
partial opinion; and as they have been so far suceessful in their machina-
tions with Mr. Hamilton, they would: doubtléss. endeavour to persuade:
him to‘continue to identify himself with' their party, for the ostensible pur-
pose of justifying his previous policy in the eyes- of the Imperial Govern-
ment, but for the real object of securing his- co-operation‘to obstruct the
progress of reform in the colony, prolong theirtenure of power,not caring
anything about the consequent obloquy which they would bring: on him
as they had on his predecessor, nor the wide-spread discontent and the
consequénces which would inevitably flow from a continuance of their in-
fluence in the government of the colony. No consequence who the Gov-
ernor might be, under the present system, if he followed their advice his
administration would be unpopular and impracticable ; while the marked
success attending Sir Alexander Bannerman—certainly a Governor of rare
abilities and long parliamentary experience—in the government of the
smaller colony of P. E. Island,as well as that of Sir Gaspard LeMarchait,
who had failed to give satisfaction in Newfoundland, but has experienced
no difficulty in the government of Nova Scotia—proved bejond doubt not
only the adaptation, but absolute superiority of the responsible system
over any other. Although our Council are confident that the day of
their-dissclution cannot be very far distant, and' the official members
have had retiring allowances provided for them, they will hold on to full
pay as loog as possible ; the non-official would lend their influence-to the
official members of tho Council, and put themselves in the fore ground to
stave oft the change ; all indulging' too in the vain hope thot some fortu-
nate circumstance might happen in the chapter of accidents, to restore
their advocate Sir John Pakington to power,when, as they vainly imagine,
they would obtain a renewal of their reign of misrule. That as Sir Geo.
Grey would not venture to disapprove of the conduct of the Assembly,
and only took exception to the retirement named for the Attorney General,
there could be no hesitation in complying with the demand of the Assem-
bly. ‘There is no doubt that- secret misrepresentations of the gross_est\
character had been made to the Secretary, which in justice ought to have
been shown to us, that we might have had an opportunity of “exposi'ﬁg
their fallacy—that whatever the Council’s delegatesmight say to the con.
trary, more competent and as:respectable citizensas any in the present
Executive would be found to work out the new system. But they said
there was a féar of Catholic dscéndaricy ; there was rio’danger of that; if,
as they stated, a majority of the colonists be Protestanits, with thie-poiver
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given to them under the Representation Bill of the Assembly.then,if they\
wished to use it; of returnimg 16 out of the 30 members,and the certainty, .
judging from the past, that in the districts where.Catholics are a majori-
ty, severel liberal Protestant members will be returned who would not, of'
course, sauction anything like Catholic ascendancy: But.this' cry is the
strongest evidence of the expedients to which the Council resort to cover
theirretreat. They certainly measure their neighbour’s corn by their owan
bushel ; and as-they only allow one solitary Catholic to sit at their Coun-—
cil, and only deign to give one-fifth of the patronage of the Governmentto-
persons of the Catholic religion—and this from their spirit of exclusive-
ness and intolerance towards nearly one-half of the population—they would:
contort the recognition of the right of that half to perfect equality and fair
play into an undue ascendancy. The Catholics seek no undue ascendan-
cy, and would not have the power to carry on any Government based on so
pernicious and objectionable a principle. /

Sir George Grey remarked, that even admitting, for the sake of argu-
ment,we were quite correct inreference to the past conduct of the Council,
it should not be forgotten they had something at stake besides their opi-
nion ; and he could not suppose, ifthe Represcntation Bill were referred
back to them, that an arrangement would not be effected.  He meant
plainly to state, that he would instruct the Governor that a modification of
the Council should take place, if they could not be brought to agree.with
the Asscmbly—it would be fair, therefore, to that Body to let them kuow
their true position,and not impose so heavy a penalty on themjas that which '
would result from their immediate dissolution,

There is certainly one point whichi strikes me; saidMr. Hume; if the Coun-
cil be dissolved naw, as they and the Governor are identified in all their re-
cent transactions, that would necessarily lead to his recall ; and whilc [.am
dccidedly ot opinion that the conduct of the Governor and Council merits
such treatment, it may be that delicacy or prudence would point to the
adoption oF the course suggested by Sir George, that they may have a fair
trial ; and if either of them fail to realize the expectations of Sir George,
ccrtainly there would be no alternative left to the Imperial Government but
toappoint other men todothe work and carry out the intentions of the
Government. For my part, however, continued Mr. Hume, I have no de-
licacy or hesitation in supporting the demand of the Assembly for a dissolu-
tion of the Council at once.

Well, remarked the delegates,-if, Sir George,.you are so confident of
success in your experiment, we must'say, while we- are inclined-to pro:
test against it, we shall give it full consideration. It certainly may be'suc-
cessful, if the Governor acts with energy and determination ; if he judges
for himself and- shapes his-own policy by a-reference to the intentions:of
the Imperial Government, as expressed by the Duke: of Newecastle and
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yourself. A regard for his own position, under this new responsibility
which is thrown on his shoulders, to act as mediator or arbitrator, and a
decided expression of the opinion of the Government, wruld not only in-
fluence and fortify him in shaking off the trammels in which the Council
have held him, but enable him to control them. It is, therefore, desira-
ble that four points should be clearly expressed to him as the first has
been to us; viz., first, that-the Bill of the Assembly is a fair measure—
secondly, that the Legislature should be convened without delay to test
the experiment—thirdly, that in casea reorganization of the Council be
mecessary, it shall be made upon the advice of a majority ofthe Assembly
by the Governor; and fourthly, that General Elections shall take place
in the autumn of this yeat. As to the first point, replied Sir George, all
I can say to you is to offer a general opinion of the fairness of the Bill ; I
have not sufficieat local knowledge to pronounce upon all its details ; but
the instructions to the Governor will be such, that I shall have noreason to
anticipate any further difficulty on this subject ; the second point isnew,
and I shall consider it ; there are certainly advantiges in it, as I presume
supplies and other necessiry measures would be passed upon the present
difference being adjusted.  (Certainly; we replied—but not otherwise :)
the third point would be a matter of course if the necessity should arise ;
and as to the fourth, that is ény reasonable, as it is desirable to put an
end to the present contest and place the Government of the Colony upon
a permanent and satisfactory footing. If matters should not turn out as
I anticipate, you can appeal to me again, but shall not have cccasion to
come across the Atlantic again on this sybject. If, remarked Mr. Hume,
the official Members of the Council should give any further opposition to
the wishes of the Government, the Assembly would be justified in with-
holding their retirements.

Having considered the views expressed by Sir George Grey, we then
determined to follow our original instructions—that is, not to accept them
as a compliance therewith ; to maintain the right of the people to call
for the immediate introduction of Self-Government; and although we
regarded the course he had resolved on pursuing, as a decided triumph to
the liberal party, it did not satisfy us because it was not final. We there-
fore addressed letter No. 15 to Mr. Hume, which more fully expressed the
position which we conceived it advisable to take under the circumstances.

On the following day (the 17th August) Mr. Hume addressed letter
Mo. 10to Sir George Grey, enclosing a copy of ours (No. 15) of the pre-
vious day to him. It will be seen by these communications that neither
he nor we used language that could be misunderstood. We felt that the
subject and the occasion alike demanded: the unequivocal expression of
our convictions, as to the consequences'which wonld result from further
delay, nor has any exception been taken by Sir George Grey to our
trankness. Doubtless the Assembly will not hesitate to realize, not only
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every assurance which we made to the Minister, as to their legislation on
the matters in dispute, and, if necessary, resort to every constitutional
means to vindicate the rights of our fellow-colonists to self government.

Before we received an answer to those communications, we addressed
a more specifie note (No. 17) to Mr. Hume, for his decision on the pro-
priety of presenting the petition of the Assembly to the House of Com-
mons ; in the meantime he had seen the Duke of Newcastle and Sir Geo.
Grey, and held communications on the affairs of the colony, not only with
them, but also with other influential members of the Government ; and the
result was of so favourable a character as to justify him in advising us to
return to the colony without any apprehension as to the success of the
course resolved on by Sir George Grey—that he had placed matters in
such a train that afailure could not be anticipated. After a full explana.
tion from him, on the matters on which he founded his advice—some of
which were of a private and confidential nature—we determined to ac-
quiesce in his decision as expressed in his letter No. 18, dated 11th Au-
gust—and rely on the expressed determination of the British government
to render constitutional justice in Newfoundland.

On the 15th August we were favoured by Frederick Peel, Esq., Under
Secretary of State, with a very satisfactory interview at his residence. He
repeated the opinion which he had expressed to Mr. Little as to the Re-
presentation Bill of the Assembly—discussed many details as to the organ-

,ization of the new government under the system about to be introduced—
declared in answer to a question put by us, that,as a draft of the Represent-
. ation Bill had been sent home by the Governor, and fully considered by the
Government,there would be no necessity whatever for a suspending clause
toit. Afterall that had been said on the Bill on all sides, he remarked,
the Governor cannot for a momentimagine under his instructions and the
despatches which he will receive, that such a clause would be necessary.
The object in directing the Legislature to be convened at an early day, we
stated, would be frustrated if such a clause were necessary. The Bill once
passed, the General Elections may take place in the coming autumn, which
could not be, if any mistake occurred on this head. There isno danger of
that, he replied : it istoo clear a matter to require a moment’s considera-
tion ; and itis a point on which the Governor cannot err, as he will know
the anxiety of the Government to have the matter settled without further
reference to the Colenial office. The financial condition of the colony was
then discussed ; and Mr. Peel stated his opinion, that if Responsible Gov-
ernment were necessary for no other purposes in Newfoundland, its estab-
lishment was desirable for the improvement of its financial affairs and the
mode of expending and appropriating public monies., There were several
otheri important points touched upon, and after receiving such assurances
from him asto the course to be taken by the Governor, we took our leave
of him, perfectly satisfied, not only with the manly avowal of the only true
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principles of Colonial Government, but of the sincere determination of the
Government to carry out the Duke of Newcastle’s despatch.

On the 17th August, we addressed Sir George Grey, by letter No. 20,
enclosing copies of our communications with Mr. Hume, informing him
of our detcrmination to accept his terms and retarn to our homes, in the
hope that his assurances would be realized, and requesting copies of the
extraordinary and, we might almost say, unexampled documents addressed
to him by the delegates of the Council and Mr. Iloyles. Having been
made acquainted with the contents of these novel and almost fabulous pro-
ductions, we conceived that common justice demanded their publication in
the colony, that the people might see to what junscrupulous lengths the
leaders of the obstructive party have gone to frustrate their hopes of po-
litical freedom, and blast the character of a large portion of the population.
—It will be seen by letter No. 24, from Herman Merivale, Esq., Uinder
Secretary of State, that Sir George Grey was of opinion that to furnish
us with copies of the correspondence of the Council’s delegates might
only lead to further discussion, tending to no practical benefit ; and with
respect to Mr. Hoyles’ letter, ¢ that he did not address Sir George Grey,
in any public capacity, nor was he understood by Sir George Grey tobe
the authorised representative of any party in the colony”—hence, we
were cnabled to do no more in this respect than obtain a perusal of these.
docuwents, which we trust their authors may have the courage to pub-.
lish in the Colony, They will give some idea of the character of the
misrepresentations which have been heretefore made by the Council’s
party to the Imperial Government, to prejudice the mindsof the Impe-

rial authorities and make them believe that Newfoundland is totally unfi§
for self-government,

On the 26th August, we received a note, No. 23, from Arthur Blackwood,
Esq., informing us that it was the wish of Sir Grey Grey, that we should,
peruse the despatch which was addressed by the present mail to the Gov-
ernor of Newfoundland, on the subject of Responsible Government. On
the 28th we waited on Mr. Merivale for that purpose, and baving read the
despatch and discussed its terms, we submitted to Mr. Merivale a legal
point with reference to the re-organization of the Legislative Council upon
the change taking place under the Royal Instructions to the Governor,
and he cxpressed his concurrence in the view.we took thereon.

/ " Mr Bright, the talented and energetic member for Manchester, told us
that Mr. Hoyles had been with him, and that he was disgusted with the
sectarian statement of the affairs of the Colony given by ‘Mr. Hoyles;
that Mr. Hoyles had 'said, if the Assembly had their way, the Catholics
would oppress the Protestants; to which Mr.-Bright replied, that he did
not agree in that conclusion” at all ; but rather thought ‘the oppression

\ would come from the other side; if they had undue power; thatthe 15
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and 14 arrangement was ridiculous. We found him, as the delegates did
last year, a manly advocate of Colonial freedom He read our documents
and asked if he could do anything for our cause, on]y to give him notice
of our desire,and he would co-operate.with Mr. Hume in cbtainjng Justlce
for the coleny. The able and indefatigable Mr. Cobden havmv mad our
statements also, freely consented to lend his very 1nﬂuent1al and practlca‘
support in connexion with Mr. Hume and Mr. Bn"ht And, among
several othcr members, on whom we relied for support, we shouid mention
that Mr. Lucas, alike remarkable for his zesl and his talent had fully
informed himselfon the abuses of the local Government, and was prepat-
ed to expose them to the ITouse of Commons if the affairs of the colonv
came before Parliament.

It must be gratifying to the Asscmbly and the public, as it has been to\
us, that our Delegation has been so successful.

The gencral despateh, which his Fxcelleney has received, corroborates
this view conclusively ; and, that the only interference which the
Secretary of State will advise Her Majesty. to adopt with our institu-
tions, is to recrmmend the modification of the Council if thiey should not
harmonise with the Asscmbiy for the introduction of the new system.

Such is an outline of the procecdings adopted by us to carry out the
resolulions of the Assembly and other objects of our mission. If we have
not attained the end which the Assembly sought in the direct way prayed
for, we conceive that we have put in the power of the Assembly the means
of attaining it in another way.

The responsibility will rest with His Excellency to carry out the inten-
tions of the Home Government.  The Assembly have clearly done their
part on the Representation Bill, consistently with the interests of the
popular party, and the rights of all parties, and it is clear that no further
concession can be made by them on that subject.

"The arrangement of the points of difference will. therefore, have to be
ma:le rcally between the Governor and Council ; and we only think it
proper to state, that we have assured the Secretary of State, notwithstand-
any cpposition which the Assembly have esperienced from his Excellen-
cy, there would be no he-itation in giving him a fair trial and the most
cordial support in any measure which he may adopt to carry out the
liberal intentions of the Right Honorable Secretary of State. and his noble
predecessor in the Colonial Department, so as to enable His Excellency
to bring the new system into operation, and conduct the affairs of the
Colony cffectively and harmoniously,

Before concluding this Report, we conceive that we should be highly
ungrateful and censurable, if we did not avail of this opportunity of record-
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ing our sense of the deep and lasting obligations due by the people o:
Newfoundland to the veteran reformer, Joseph Hume, for his noble anu
energetic ‘exertions in their behalf, without whose effective co-operatior
we should have been comparatively powerless, except in the innatc
strength of our cause ; but to his great exertions, and the liberal and
sound colonial policy of the present ministry, must we attribute our suc-
cess. As a token of regard for his disinterested exertions, we have pro-
cured for the Assembly a lithographic copy of hislikeness, taken from the
original recently presented to bim for his distinguished public services by
Lord John Russell, and several other members of the present Ministry,
including a large number of the members of the House of Commons.

All which we most respectfully submit.
PHILIP F. LIITLE,
GEO. H. EMERSON.

St. John’s, Newfoundland, } o
30th September, 1854,



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 23

V.
«?

(No. 1.)

Mr. LitrLe's Letler to FrepERrick PEEv, Esq., Under Secrelary of
State, ' ’

Dear Sir,—~I have the honor to transmit the accompanying documents
to you, and to request that you will be pleased to lay them, with those
which I left with you on yesterday, before the Right Honorable Sir
GrorGE GREY, after you shall have perused them, and to retain the du-
plicates of the printed documents for your own information.

May Itake the liberty of asking your special consideration of their de-
tails, and I ain satisfied you will perceive in them a full justification for the.
course adopted by the Assembly, and that no other was open for their
adoption consistently with the maintenance of their integrity, and their
obligations to their constituents.

They considered that, if they granted supplies to a governmert in
which the public have no faith, it would have been construed into a vote
of confidence, and have tended to stultify all their previous procecdings
and pledges to effect a change of system. They regretted the necessity
they were under of again appealing to the Imperial Government for the
rights of the colonists, but they had no other alternative, as the Governox
refused to interpose.

Presuming that the Government can have no further difficulty now in
deciding upon the claims of Newfoundland to be immediately placed upon
a footing of constitutional equality,’as to Responsible Government, with my
native Island of Prince Edward, I shall hope that I am not asking too
much in soliciting the exercise of your influence to secure the decision of
Her Majesty’s Government, as soon as may be consistent, with the conve-
nience of Sir GEorGE Grey and yourself,

I fully expect the arrival of my colleague, Mr. EmErsoN, by Monday
next; and I hold a written authority from Mr. PArsons, the other Dele-
gate, expressing his concurrence in such steps as we may adopt, consist-
ently with the Resolutions of the Assembly, to accomplish the object of
our delegation.

I have the honor to be,
Dear Sir,
Your most humble and very obedient servant,

F. Peel, Esq., &c. &. P. F. LITTLE.
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(No. 2.)

Mr. Lrrrie’s Letter to the Right Honorable Sir GEorce GrEy, Stcretary

of State.
TavisTock HoreL, CovENT GARDEN, London,

224 July, 1854

Sir,—Having requested the honor of an interview with you, on behalf
of the Delegates appointed by the Assembly of Newfoundland to repre-
sent their views on the subject of Responsible Government, I deem it my
duty, in the absence of my colleague ‘who has not yet arrived in London,
to place before you a brief outline of the present state of the question,
while I take the liberty of soliciting your particular attention to the ac-
companying -documents and those which I have already transmitted for
your consideration.

According to the despatch of His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, dated
the 24th February last, the principles of Responsible Government were
to be put in operation in Newfoundland upon the performance by the Le-
gislature of the four following conditions, viz. i

First, that. retiring allowances should be provided for such officials ag
were subject to removal upon the adoption of the new system, according
to the rule pursued in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Secondly, that a law should be passed to increase the number of mems
bers in the Assembly from 15 to 30.

"Thirdly, that the Election expenses should be paid by the Candidates.

Fourthly, that the allowance usually granted to members to meet
their expenses during their attendance in the Assembly should be defray-
ed by direct assessment on their constituents; some of these conditions
were deemed by His Grace * essential to justice, and others necessary to
the proper working of the new system.”

You will perceive by the address of the Assembly to His Grace the
Duke of Newcastle, a duplicate of which I have had the honour to trans-
mit to you, and which I should state was adopted before they were advis-
ed of your appointment, that all of these conditions on which the Council
insisted have been complied with on the part of the Assembly, and ifthey
have not become the law of the Island, I venture to affirm, the fault does
not rest with them, for they have honestly and earnestly endeavoured to
carry them out, waiving anything approaching to extreme opinions,for the .
purpose of effecting a compromise on the points in dispute.

As the most conclusive evidence of the anxicty of the Assembly to
meet the Council faitly, I would refer not only to ti.eir general measures
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on the subject in question, but also to an address adopted by them to His
Excellency the Governor, soliciting his mediation with the Council in
their Exccutive capacity on the Representation Bill, in accordance with
his previous tender of co-operation to carry out the conditions mentioned
in the despatch, after the Assembly had vainly used every reasonable
weans in their power to conciliate the Council, having made several
substantial concessions in the details of that measure by subdividing the
Districts ot St. John’s and Conception Bay-——by conceding two members
more to the mercantile and conservative districts of Trinity and Bonavis-
ta than they had on any former occasion felt themsclves justified in grant-
ing, and by imposing the Elcction expenses on Candidates. His Excel.
lency sent a written message, through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, to the
Speaker of the Assembly, decliniag to receive the address, as he consider-
ed it unconstitutional for them to make such a request, or for him to in-
terfere. I mmynot use the exact language of the message, as it was pri-
vately withdrawn, and at His Excellency’s request returned to him by the
Speaker after it had been received and opened by the latter, but before it
was formally communicated to the House. Such, however, was the purport
of His Excellency’s subsequent reply to the deputation who presented the
address.

As to the first condition, T would respectfully refer you to the accom-
panying copy of the Repoit of the Select Committee [marked A.] adopted
by the Assembly on the subject of the retiring allowances.  Looking at
the financial condition of the colony,and the manner in which the retiring
officials have becu treated in the neighbouring ! colonies of Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island, the Assembly were persuaded that they had
gone as far as justice and a regard to the public interest required—
although His Exccllency suggested a bigher scale than the Assembly
adopted, yet by bis message, (Bjle admiis inferentially, the reasonable
character of the allowances provided by them, with the exception of-the
casc of Mr. Attorucy General Archibald, for whom he claimed a retire-
ment not only for the period he held the office of Attorney General,. but
also for the time he was clerk of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the
Island—being about 14 years-—an office which is not affected in any way
by the contemplated change of government, which is not of a political
teaure in any of the colonies, and which he voluntarily. abandoned for the
office of Attorney General, after resolutions. affirming the priuciples .of
Responsible Government, as applicable to Newfoundland, had . passed the
Amalgamated Legislature. In his case the Assembly -were. inclived to
act as liberally as the circumstanees would permit, and they offered -bim
the full amount provided by the Governor himself for an office of six.yeaxs
standing and under 12 years, £140, being one:fifth of his salary, - while
they felt that it would be wrong to extend-the compensation to ;any.spe-
cial service not coming within the-rule prescribed by the Duke..of -New-
castle, and followed in the colonies named by I1is Grace.
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As regards the Bill for the increase of the Representatives of the peo-
ple, I would also respectfully refer you to the accompanying copy of the
Bill [C.], and the reasons of the Assembly (D. and E.) to prove the fair-
ness of the mcasure in every point of view. The assumed anxiety of the
Council to balance the representation solely by a reference to sectarian
distinctions is an utter fallacy ; and the Assembly have always repudiated
the attempts of the Council to foist such a standard upon the public as the
sole basis of representation, while they have invariably desired that equal
justiceshould be done to all denominations in the distribution of members.
That the Conncil have made use of the sectarian hue, which they have
managed to impart to the guestion, as a cloak to conceal their real object,
being the peculiarinterests of themselves and their mercantile allies, can
be seen by the least impartial consideration of the facts and figures con-
tained in the reasons of the Assembly, upon their conferences with the
Council.

At present the island is divided into 9 districts. In six of these there
are Protestant majorities of electors capable of returning nine of the fifteen
members who represent the colony, if they were influenced by the test of
the Council. 'The Assembly have always been willing to duplicate the
representation without disturbing the existing electoral districts, which
would give a vesult of eighteen Protestants to twelve Catholics by the
same mode of action ; but the Council have always opposed that proposi-
tion and contended for a sub-division of the districts. Their motives are
apparent, from the factsthat the electors have not acted on the sectarian
test ; that in the district of Conception Bay, for the sub-division of which
they have so long contended, and which the Assembly have at length
graunted, there ave, 16,446 Protestants and 11,5680 Catholics (according to
the census of 1815), giving a majority of 4,866 Protestant inhabitants, or
about 800 Electors—that they havealso contended for, and obtained the
consent of the Assembly, to sub-divide the district of St. John’s, where
the Catholic majority of electors is so large, that if they were influenc-
ed by the Council’s test, they would return all the members for the dis-
trict of their own persuasion, contrary to their invariable course ;—that
after the Assembly had consented to give a third member to the mercan-
tile district of Trinity, the Council, in their amendments on the Represent-
ation Bill, cut off a portion of this district, and added it to the conserva-
tive, though not so mercantile, district of Bonavista ; that they have also
attempted to provide in the district of Burin for the representation of the
minority, by allowing each elector the power of giving two votesto one
candidate or dividing them, to secure, as they alleged, an aggregate result
of fifteen Protestants and fourteen Catholics —while they refused to accept
the proposal of the Assembly to add a third member to Bonavista, which
would be sixteen to fourteen in the distribution of members, viewed in the
sectarian light, although they proposed a measure in the 'session of 1843
by which they then stated that a fair return of 13 to 18 would be the re-
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gult; that in a measure of the present Acting Solicitor General, in the As-
sembly of 1850, he proposed for the liberal district of St. Mary's and Pla-
centia, which has been lately rapidly freeing its trade from the control of
the merchantsof St. John’s, four members, and only two to Trinity and two
to Bonavista, while the Assembly have allowed three to each of the latter,
aund ouly require three for St. Mary’s and Placentia, to which the Council
would only allow two. In order to arrive at acorrect conclusion on this
singular array of faots, it is necessary to inquire into the constitution of that
Body who could be guilty of such contradictions and resort to such expedi-
entsas I have pointed out. It is a combination of Irresponsible Salaried offi-
cials and their mercantile friends, who have always united in opposition
to all popular reforms in the Colony. The Mercantile Body, though few
in number, first opposed the granting of a representative form of govern-
ment to the colony ; defeated in their opposition they then obtained the
control of the Government, not as the elected of the people but as the
Irresponsible Nominees of the Crown. As they have so long, and so
fatal to the progress of the Colony, to the increase and independence ofits
population and the developement of its vast resources, monopolized its
trade, they naturally desire the potver to continue this state of affairs, so
conducive fo their individual aggrandizement ; that after being a few
yeurs engaged in its trade; they retire tromthe country to some other
land with handsome fortunes, handing their business over to clerks or
agents who assume the position and in time follow the example of their
employers.

It is, therefore, no matter of surprise that the Council so constructed,
and influenced by such objects, should have opposed Free Trade with the
United States, the introduction of Responsible Government, and the pass-
ing of any measure of Representation that would have the effect of oblig-
ing them to relinquish their ill-used authority, or submit to the Constitu-
tional checks secured by Responsible Rule. But to attempt to cover their
intentions with the assumed garb of Religion is, I do not hesitate to as-
sert, without wishing by any means to wound their pious sensibilities,
little more than mere hypocrisy.

Having, I trust, fully shown that the Bill of the Assembly was a fair
measure and ought to have been accepted by the Council, it is only neces-
sary that 1 should state that the Assembly complied with the third condi-
tion; and as to the fourth, I presume that asin Canada, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, the people think fit to pay the
expenses of members during their Parliamentary attendance out of the
general Revenue, and no precedent is to be found to the contrary even in
the United States,—Newfoundland should not form_an exception to the
general rule adopted in the neighbouring colonies.
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In’conclusion,'T beg most respectfully to say that, as the, Assemb‘y An-
‘ticipated, it was'utterly” hopeless to expect any arranoement with the
Council on the Representation Bill, ‘atd the prolon ged agltatlon of the
smatters in difference can 1éad to no beneficial results to"'the colony; all
that they ask is that you adopt the same course reference to that body as
‘was found necessary to adopt under simildr circumstances’in Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island. They want no other rights or pnnleges for
the people than Her Majesty’s Governinent have granted to the far less
‘imrportant and less populous Island of Prince Edward.  Had the Imperia}
Government Wwaited for the concurrence of the Council in the neighbour-
ing colonies under the old system of Colonial Government, before they
granted them the constitutional management of their own affairs, 1o re-
form would have taken place in them to this day, and the consequences
would bave been a subject of common regret to the parent Government,
as well as to the colonies.

As a British Colonist I am happy to find that such a line of policy is
the reverse of that liberal aud enlightened state of Colonial adwinistration
which experience has justified the Imperial Government in adopting. The
people of Newfoundland, therefore, appeal with confilence to you to
place them upon a footing of equality with their fcllow-subjects in Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island—that they may participate in the bles-
sings of that wise and prudent system of Colonial Governwment, for the
judicious extension of which Her Majesty’s present Ministry have been
so peculiarly distinguished, and under which all the British North A meri-
can Provinces in the enjoyment of its invigorating influences ate flour-
ishing and contented, while Newfoundland, the oldest of the sister-
hood,—is bowed down under accumulated afflictions, and oppressed with
a combination of adverse circumstances, which nothing will so much tend
to correct as a total change in its Government.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very humble and most obedient servant,

P. F. LITTLE.
The Right Honourable Sir George Grey, Secretary of State.

[No. 3.]
DELEGATES LETTER TO SIR GEORGE GREY.

Tavistock HotEr, CovENT GARDER,
31st July, 1854. g

Sre,—Ih compliance with your tequéét, wé have the honor to inclose
the accompanying letter containing the substance of our ‘remarks at the
interview with which you were pleased to favor us.
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Reposmo' the same conﬁdence in your Judgment and mpartmhty, as
the Assembly did in the Duke of Newcastle, we are conﬁdem that, upon
& perusal of the documents submitted on both sides, your decision will be
in favor of the Assembly. Experience has shewn. that, m the conﬂtcts
which have taken place between the Councils und the pooular Branches in
all the other British North American Provinces, on tlie question of self-
Government, the Imperial Government have decided in favor of the
latter, notwithstanding all the intrigues and secret misrepresentations that
were made use of to mislead the judgment ofthe Impcrial authorities.

The Assembly of Newfoundland have always felt that the rights of the
Colonists have been more cndangered by similar expedients, than they
possibly could have been by any open attempts that can be made to crush
them.

Ifthe principles of self-Government have been conceded to the Colony
azainst the opinion and desire of the Council we would respectfully sub-
nit that the Assembly are thereby justified in their belief, especially from
what hassince transpired, that the Government cannot consistently stop
short in their work of reform, but re"ardmo the Assembly as the organ

- of public opinion in the Colony—-ospre:smg the well-understood \wshes of
the people,—carry their procecdings ‘out in the sume direction to their
practical and logical conclusion, otberwise the concession would be only
nominal and tend to impart an impetus to rencwed political agitation and
spread general discontent among the Colonists.

The necessity for a prompt and final decision, we are persuaded, must be
apparent to you. Procrastination is the aim of the Executive party ;
they have nothing to lose by delay, but the public service must suffer,
while the officials are surc of their full salaries being ultimately paid no
consequence Low they may prolong the contest.

Permit us respecttully to remind you of Mr. Hume's remark to you, that
it was as a mere matter of form he presented the petition of the Assembly
to the House of Commons last year ; and relyving on the assurances of the
Duke of Newcastle, who kindly prescuted a counterpart of it to the
House of Lords, he refrained from taking any action whatever on it ; =nd
the Delegates rcturned to the Colony, under the prowise that, as soon atter
the rising of Parliament as leisure should permit, the affairs submitted
for the consideration of the Goveinment would be finally arranged. Mr
Hume now holds anather petition from the Assembly to the House of
Commons, and he hopes that thcre may not be any necessnty for even
presenting it, conceiving that reason. justice, and the moderation dl;pla)ed
by the Assembly will justify the expcdlcncy of plac'nv Newfoundland
upou a footing of equality as to self-U overnment with Prince Edward
Island, without any further delay.
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Soliciting your indulgence for what may appear to be importunity in
our manner of urging the rights of the people whom we represent, may
we take the liberty of requesting copies of any documents which may have
been, or shall be received from the Delegates of the Council on the sub-
Ject in controversy, that we may have an opportunity of answering them,
while

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most humble and very obedient servants,

P. F. LITTLE,
GEO. H. EMERSON.

To the Right Hon. Sir George Grey,
&c. &e. &

(No. 4.)

STATEMENT OF CASE BY THE DELEGATES TO THE SE:
CRETARY OF STATE.

Tavistock Horer, Covext GarpcN, LoxpoN.

981k July, 1854,
Sir,

1. We have the honor to tender our acknowledgments to you for the
interview with which we were favoured, in company with Mr. Hume, by
you on yesterday, and for the frankness with which you discussed the
various matters, which we, as the delegates of the House of Assembly of
Newfoundland, deemed it our duty, in accordance with their resolutions
on Responsible Government, to submit for your consideration. In accord-
ance with your request, we have much pleasure in thus formally submit-
ting the substance of our verbal remarks upon that occasion,

2. Inthe first place, the House of Assembly had every reason to ex-
pect, from the assurances of his Grace the Duke of Newcastle to Mr.
Hume and their delegates, that Newfoundland should participate fully in
that reformed system of government which had been granted to the neigh
bouring colonies ; espaclally as His Grace fairly stated, the Imperial
Government had no interest in upliolding any but a good system of colo.
nial government. The Assembly hoped that they would not again be
redyced to the necessityof seeking the concurrence of the Council in pass-
ing a Bill for the increase of members in the popular branch, as they had
failed in their efforts for several years past to induce the Council to consent
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to a fair Bill on this subject. Nor did they expect that the passing of such
a Bill by the Council would have been made a condition precedent to the
surrender of their political position in the government of the colony, or to
the introductidn of that responsible system which they had miost strenu-
ously opposed. . o

3. The conditions mentioned in the despatch of His Grace, dated 24th
February last, were, first, that retiring allowancesshould be provided for
the officials who - were subject to removal upon the introduction of the
new system of government; gecondly, that a law should be passed by the
local Legislature for increasing the number of members in the Assembly
from fifteen to thirty—-not by the duplication of the present representa-
tion, but by a sub-division of the present electoral districts ; thirdly,. that
the election expenses, now defrayed out of the Colonial Treasury, shounld
be paid in future by the candidates; and, fourthly, that the allowances
usually granted to members to meet their expenses during their parlia-
mentary attendance, should be defrayed Ly direct assessment on their con-
stituents. It wasevident to the Assembly that all these conditions, but
one, were specificd, not in deference to the opinion of the Assembly, but
of the Local Executive, and that His Grace put some of them forward in
connexion with the concession of the principlés of self-government,
with the view of conciliating both parties and inducinzg them to compro-
mise their differences. The result shows how useless it was to hope for
a favorable issue from bodies so differently constituted, and having such

diverse objects in view as the Assembly and Council of Newfoundland
have always had.

4. But, as the Assembly reposed the most implicit confidence in the
intentions of His Grace, they sincerely determined to adopt all the means in
their power to comply, as far as practicable, and consistently with the rights
confided to their guardianship, with the conditions mentioned in his des-
patch. In carrying out this intention, they acted in a spirit of unusual
liberality towards the outgoing salavied officials, and of compromise to-
wards th2 Council, and made several substantial concessions to them, in
some of the most important detailsof the Representation Bill ; while we

efy them to point out, in their amendments, a single real concession to

the views of the Assembly, {except on the question of Election expenses,
which the Assembly assimilated to those allowed in Nova Scotia)---to prove
the existence of a corresponding spirit on their part, or that they were
actuated by asincere desire to arrive at a just and reasonable settlement
with the Assembly,

5. As to the first condition, that has been fully complied with by the
Assembly ; and no objection has been made to the retiring allowances
which have provided for the outgoing offizizls entitled thereto, except in
the case of Mr. Attorney-General Archibald, who claims a pension, not
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only on accoqnt of the Ioss of the offige.of Attorney-aneral ‘but - for his
period of seryice in tbe,gﬁiqe‘ of Chief.Clerk.and Registrar of the Supreme
and Central.Circuit Courts ; an office which he voluntarily relinquished
for his present position, and yhich cannot be in apy way affected by the
contemplated change. Besides, resolutions affirming the .principles of
Responsible Government were passed by the Amalgamated Assembly,
before he became Attorney-General. Under these circumstances, the
Assembly felt that they could only regard the office to be affected by the
change, in awarding him a pension, as compensation for its loss; and ac-
cordingly, allowed him one-fifth. of the official income thereof as a retire-
ment. Mr. Johnston had been Attorney-General in Nova Scotia fer eight
years, when Responsible Government was introduced into that provi:ice,
and he received no retirement.. The amount allowed by the Assembly
to Mr. Archibald exceeds that given by the Legislature of Prince Edward
Island, upon the change inits Government, to its Attorney-General, al-
though the latter wasin that office for nearly twenty-five years, while ¥Mr.
Archibald has held his office not quite eight years.

6. Itis, therefore, evident that he has no claim cf right to additional
allowance; and it would only be with the view of all other differences
being now satisfactorily disposed of, that we should feel ourselves author-
ised to pledge the Assembly to increase his allowance, in accordance with
your suggestion ; for it would be manifestly unfair, that they should be
called upon venerously to reward him for his continued hostility to the
rights of the people.

7. Asto the second condition, we feel we can fearlessly refer to the
Bill, as originally passed by the Assembly, to prove the fairness of the
measure in every point of view. Before entering intoits details, we should
state, that theyand the whole liberal party in the colony have for many
years contended against the adoption of the sectarian standard, which
the Council have endeavoured to make the osfensible basis of 2 new Re-
presentation Bill. The Island is at present divided into nine Electoral
Districts ; siz of them having decided Protestant majorities of Electorss
able to return mine members of the fiffeen, who constitute the Assembly,
if they acted on the test of the Council. The Assembly have always
been willing, and passed Bills which were rejected by the Council, to
duplicate the replesentation, without disturbing the existing Electoral
Districts, which would give a result, if the mode of action which the
Council w ould force upon the country were adopted, of eighleen Protestant
members to zuelve Catholics. Bt the Council have opposed this’ propo-
sition, and contended for the subdivision of the Electoral Districts, so that
the party should be divided, and mercantile and official. .influence. should
tnumph under a close borougb system..

8. The Bill passed by the Assembly provided for the return of twen-
ty-nine members ; and to meet the views of the Council, two- of the largest
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districts, in population, were divided: St. Johr's, the capital of the Is.
land, where a large majority of the Eleotors are Catholics—which. is ter-
ntorxall) small though more populous than any other district, except Con*
ception Bay—was divided into zwo ; and Conception Bay district, Where
there is a majority of about 800 Protestant Eleoctors, was divided mto Ffve
divisions. A new district was also created, called La Poile—a mere
mercantile nomination borough, having about 300 Electors, and adjoin-
ing another similar borough,; called Fortune Bay where there has never
been a contested' election, and which is ot present represented by the
acting Solicitor-General, who, we understood, took his Election Writ in
his pocket last year to that district, and brought back his own return.
The number of Electoral Districts was thus increased from mine to fifteen
and in the distribution of members regard was had, as far as practicable,
to population, and to the present relative adjustment. of members, which
was, however, deviate:l from in three important particulars; in #rebitng
the representation of Trinity, & mereantile and conservative district, in
only giving on¢ member in addition to the present number to the liber-
al district of St. Mary's and Piacrutia, tand rcducing the chances of the
liberal party by one in Conceptio» Bay ; vhile the representation of all

the other districts, except onc where the population was small was
doubled.

9. The Bill was then sent to the Council, and they made several
amendments on] it : by toking away thedflird member from the liberal
district of St. Mary's and Placentia, where meicantile influence is power-
less; byadding a third member to the consrvative district of Bounavista,
which is considerably uuder mercartile influerce ; by taking off a portion
ahout five or six miles of the adjoining mercantile district of T'rinity, and
addizg it to Bonavista district, to neutralize the liboral votes in the pre-
sent Bonavista district, and thereby secure a complete triumph to the wer-
cantiie and official party there ; by introducing the novel principle of re-
mesenting a minority in onedisirict, ( Yurin) for the alleged object of secur.
ing a return of filteeu Protestant and fourtern Catholic members; and by
introducing an enormous scale of election expenses, to be paid by Candi.
dates, which would have had the effect of throwing the representation
into the hands of a few capitalists and officials.

10. The 3ill, thus altered, was returned to the Assembly, and for the
purpose of satisfying the Council, though against their.sense of justice to
the popular party, the third-member added by the Council tosthe district
of Bonavista, was agreed to by the As:embly ; the third member taken
away by the Council from the populous distriet of: St. Mary’s and Pla-
centia, was restored ; the clause introduced by the Council to secure, as
they alleged, a member to the Catholic- minority in Burin, but which
would bave had the eftect of permaueuntly establishing- seciarian feuds,
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and prove, the existence of an anomalous state of society in Newfound-
land, different from that which really exists—was disagreed to, as well as
that cutting off a portion of the district of Trinity ; and a scale of election
expenses, similar to that in force in Nova Scotia, was substituted for that
Proposed by the Council.

1l. The Assembly conceived that the Bill, thus amended, was open
to no objection from the mercantile or official party—for while it gave
thirty members, the exact number prescribed by the Duke of Newcastle,
the distributicn of them, even by the Council’s sectarian test, gave
to nine districts, with Protestant majorities in each, the power, if they
wished to exercise it, of returning sixteen members ont of the thirty. But
the Council refused to agree to the amendments of the Assembly, or to
recede from their amendments.

12. The points of difference between the Assembly and the Council
are, therefore, not merely oue, as the latter erroncously state, in their
late address, but three, viz :—first—shall the liberal district of Placentia
and St. Mary’s have a third member, or no increase on its present repre-
sentation ? Secondly—shall the more independent portion of the Elec-
tors of Bonavista be overpowered by the mercantile dependents from that
portion of the district of Trinity, sought to be added to the former, while
the boundaries of no other district have been disturbed?  And, thirdly—
shall the untried principle of representing minorities be acopted in the
district of Burin, to serve the double policy of the Council and their
mercantile friends ? - -

13. 'To adduce additional evidence of the anxiety of the Assembly to
come toan agreement with the Council, the former proposed, rather
than accede to the amendments of the Council,to abandon their own Bilk
altogether, and adopt a measure introduce d by the present acting Solicitor
General in 1850, with a slight modification ; that the division of any
other districts, besides St. Jobn’s and Conception Bay, should be made
only on a requisition to the Governor by two-fiiths of the Electors of any
district requiring such subdivision. That measure proposed Four mem-
bers for St. Mary's and Placentia district, for which the Assembly,in their
last Bill, only claimed fhree, and to which the Council would only give
two; two to Bonavista, to which the Assembl y allowed three ; and awo to
Trinity, to which the Assembly also allowed three. The Council refused
to. comply with this offer. The Assembly appealed to the Governor, to
use his mediation, He refused to interfere. Four months and a-half
were chiefly spenton the measure. The representatives of the people did
their utmost to effect an arrangement, according to the desire of.the Duke
of Newcastle ; and failing to effect it, they determined to appeal again tor
the Imperial Government for a change.otf system, as they found, from
long experience, that it was impossible for them to work with the Couacil.
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14 As to the fourth concmon, it is on’y nccossar"y, we prés "é"'
wul\, nor Prince deard Island are the members of the Assembly’ p'uil"
by direct assessment on lhelr constituents, but out of thé General Reve- -
nue ; and there dées not appear to be any reason why a different’ Joursc
should be’ adepted in Newfoundland. The address of the' Couicil; *l'nén
we regret to perceive, displays a total disregard of facts, to “hlcn it is
our duty respectfully to direct your attention,—states that it was “ fromi’
a regard to the privileges of the House ot Aasembly, the Council did not
insert a provision for preventing membors receiving pny from the pubhc
chest—a statement singularly at variance with their imposition of election
expenses on candidates, in the insertion of which provision in the Bill sent
up from the Assembly, the privileges of the Assembly were as much in-
volved as they could have been on the other yuestion, and evinces a re*

gard for those privileges, which is both novel and unexpected, especxally.
in the face of their repeated violations thereof, in altering Educahon,
Road, and cther Money Bills of the Acsembl), session after session. It
would, however, have been more frank on the part of the Council, to
have stated the fact, that every member of the Aasérﬁbly, with the excep-
tion of the Solicitor Gencral, was oPposed to that condmon, and would
have resisted its adoption, in any shape if the attempt had been made'to
insert it.

15. The assumed dignity with:wbich the Gouncil charge the Assem-
bly, * with having cast unworthy and unwarranted imputations” en them, -
they consider sufficient evidence of the existence of such imputations»
without- on their part deigning to particularize, or answer any 6f them ;
while they also assume that their character justifies their passing them,
if they have been made, without observation. Now we are perfectly sa-
tisfied, that the couduct of both branches of the Legislature, on the Re-
presentation Bill and on all their other measures bearing on the difference
between them, shall be judged not by the mere professions-of either
party, but by theintrinsic merit of their actions.

16 They state, that by taking one member ﬁom St Mary s and P,la-
centia, wnh a populatmn of 6.743 in (184 5), and now nearly 10 000 -
lcaunrr it only two,~—being Do ipcrease in its pxesent represantatjon,_ and
allowing three to Bohavista, with a pnpulmon of ",227 (ni 1545), “ gp.
cured tf’e objoct equalh desired by beth bra: 1ches, without in any dég'i'éé_
nﬁ'ectmo the fair principle of representmon as regards populanon ” Now
the proportlon of the popula'xon for each member, of thn‘t), _wo;gld be
about 3;200. To give three members to 7 267 and only two to 6 4:73,
while the district of LaPoile like Fortune Bay, & mere msrcanmle nomi-
nation borough, was.to have had ouve member- for 2,180, 3nd :Farfune

Bay.ope, for 2,990, are facts mot.at all consistent -sith »ghe wngualified
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statement of the Council. How this unjust mode of action could secure
the object of the Assembly, we are at a loss to understand. This is like
their gratuitous libel on the peaceable character of the Electors of Burin—
certaialy in accordance with the acts of a body who acknowledge no re-
sponsibility to the public for their conduct ; and as they are not obliged
to justify themselves in any constitutional manner, they conceive that
they may with impunity continue to misrepresent the people, as they have
hitherto done.

" 17. They also state that « because the amendments of the Council do
not suit the views of eight or nine members of the Assembly, the Coun-
cil shall be put aside or reconstructed, so asto be the mere instrument of
the Assembly, istoo extravagant to require observation.” This assump-
tion strikes at the root of Responsible Government, and is quite in keep-
ing with many others of a similar character made by the Council, to jus-
tify their acts and conceal their weakness. Itis not alone for this reason,
but because they have by their general mismanagement of the affairs of
the Colony, forfeited, if they ever possessed, the confidence of the people,
that they must submit to the consequences of their conduct, and the ac-
tion of public opinion. It is evident from this view of their position, that
they are resolved to retain their salaries and power as long as they can,
and that they will not sanction tlie passing of any measure of representa-
tion that will deprive them of either,

18. As a consequence of the refusal of the Assembly to grant supplies
they state that act ¢ will leave a vast number of aged, infirm, and widow-
ed paupers without legal provision, and will also leave the youth of the
colony utterly destitute of means of education” . . . . . “Sach
conduct proclaims the unfitness of its authors for being the depositories of
legislative powers.”  The Assembly were assured that they could not,
consistently with their pledges to their constituents, and the rights and
integrity of the popular branch, vote supplies for the support of a system
of government which they had frequently declared had lost all public con-
fidence, without compromising their honour, and stultifying their previons
resolutions ; which would bave aroused public indignation, aud brought
on the Assembly a share of that odium which attaches to the conduct of
the Council, whose unfitness to govern the colony has been too clearly
demonstrated to require any other proof than that which their address af-
“fords. The Assembly regretted the neccssity imposed on them by the
Council of taking such a step ; it was taken upon calm and due delibera-
tion, and from a sense of honor, as well as a knowledge of their constitu-
tional rights ; and they were prepared to assume all the respon51b1ht1es
consequent upon their determination. '

19.  But at the opening of the last Session, the Assembly gave a guar-
“antee to, His Excellency in reply to his opening speech, that they would
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indemnify him for his past extra expenditure for the relief of the poor,
and also for any future outlay that might be necessary for that purpose.
His Excellency acted upon this assurance for several montls ; and #o re-
move any doubt on this head, and prevent any difficulty occu:ring to the
Government thereon, the liberal party, on the last day of the Session of
the Assembly, moved an address to [1is Excellency, anthorising a contin-
uanceé of any necessuary expenditure for the relief of the poor, the sup-
port of the lunatic paupers, and an outlay of about £750, for the comple-
tion of the new Lunatic Asylum, so as to render it fit for the immediate
reception of the lunatic paupers. This address was strongly opposed by
Mr. Hoyles, the acting Solicitor-General, who spoke for nearly two hours
against time to prevent its passing, until the Governor summoned the
attendance of the Assembly before him, for the purpose of proroguing
the Legislature ; and he thus succeeded in defeating it, though standing
in a minority.

20. Now, we must suppose that the Solicitor General acted thus ac.
cording to instructions from the Government, as the usual notice had
been given in the Assembly of the address, and a copy of the previous
day’s proceedings, containing the notice, had been sent to the Governeor,
according to the practice of the House. Then, for the Council, under
these circumstances, to state, that through the misconduct of the Assem-
bly no provision has been made for this branch of the public service, is
not only untrue in fact, but the conduct of their organ in the Assembly
reflects great discredit upon them, for resorting to such an expedient to
make out a case against the Assembly. The Assembly were actuated by
a desire to meet, as far as they consistently could, the more pressing de-
mands on the Executive ; and the claims of the poor were, in their opin-
ion, of such a character as to justify them in making an exception in their
favor. Besides passing the Revenue Bill for the current year, they also
passed a Loan Bill, to enable the Government to raisc £6,000, to meet
past and accruing liabilities.

21.  Asregards the Education Bill, the Assembly have becn so often
subjected to the dictation of the Council, in attempting to pass a measure
on this subject, and the Council having, in the Session of 1853, informed
the Assembly, by a written message, of their expectation that the Assem-
bly would pass one inaccordance with their views, having refused at that
tine to pass the Act of 1853 for more than one year, the Assembly,
therefore, resolved not to subject themselves to a renewal of a controversy
on this question, asit was likely to result in no practical good. This was
an influential motive on the part of the Assembly for their conduct on this
subject; and the manner in which the Council had acted on the Educa-

tion Bill in the previous Sessions, partly induced the adopuon of the
general resolution uot to vote any sapplies. :

™
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22 The assumption of the Council, that a m'éjori_"ty of the 'Alssembly
represent & minority of the people, is too transparent to require any fur-
ther remark, than that, in the course pursued by the Assembly on the
points whercin they have differed with the Council, they are sustained by
all the liberal and euh"htcned men in the Colony, by every disinterested
observer outside of the Government circle, and on the general principles
at stake, by no less than three or four distinct houses of Assembly.

23. As for the community of intcrest which the Council state exists
between certain members of their body, and the operative and other
classes, they have taken a singular mode of giving etfect to such a notion.
It is notoricu+, that they have resorted to every expedient to rivet the
chains in which they, and others like them, have bound the opcrative
population. Thatonly a few years since, they secretly obtained, through
the Imperial Government, the repeal of the Fisherman's Charter, which
sirce the time of the berevolent Sir Hugh Palliser. had sccured them in

the payment of their hard-earned wazes, out of the proceeds of their voy-
age , and nov, if the voyage should fall short of the amount of the outfits
given to the lelcn with their most enormous overchar ges, the unfortu-
nate fisherman is dcpli\ cd of his wages and thrown on the Government to
be supported as a pauper.  ‘Fhat this same disinterested body have re-
jected several Bills sent up by the Assembly, to sceare the poor fishermen
ir the paymert of their wages. out of their voyage, in case of the insolv-
ency of the Planter; and from the monnpolising spirit of these few
St. John's merchants, the shopkecpers and tradesmen of St. Joha's are
scarcely able to maintain their business, and many of them -have, there-
fore, like vast numbers of our oppressed fishermen, been obliged te leave
the country, for the purpose of nwproving their condition. Let us not be
understood as mcludm" in the mcreantile oflicial party, all the gentlemen
eng ged in the trade of Newfoundland. There are some honourable ex-
(“‘pli()ns—hiﬂ’h nunded roen, who have declared that the Representation
Bill ef the Assembly was a ﬁur and reasonable mcasure, and that New-
found!and is as well entitled to Responsible Government as any of the
neighbouring colonies.

2+. Incorclusion, permit us to state, that it will be perfectly useless
for the Imperial Government to send us back to the Colony, to tell the
people that their representatives must again submit to a renewal of their
efforts to appease the Council on the Renresent. tion Bill ; especially if the
latter should succeed in inducing the (;o' crior to acquiesce in their de-
sire to postpone the concession of Responsible Governmeut until they
come to an agrcement with the .\ssembl), which they have assailed in the
most unmeasurcd torms in their Address: and it sheuld be remembered,
that, however desirable an increase of Representatives may be to work out
the deteils of the new system, such a measure is not necessary ‘before its
introduction.
Ve have the honor to be, bu-. _
Your most humble and very obedient servants,

P. F. LITTLE,

GEO. H. EMERSON.
Tothe Right Hon. Sir George Grey,

&. &e. &e.



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 39

(No. 5.)
DELEGATES’ LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ.

Tavistock Hoterl, CoveNT GARDEN, LoNpox.
1st August, 1854.

Dear Sir,—Webeg to draw your attention to a statement reported in
to-day’s Times, as having been made by Sir John Pakington in his place
in Parliament last evening, upon putting a question to the Right Hon.
Sir Guorg: Girey, in reference to the affairs of Newfoundland, to the effect
that the Legi-laturc of Newfoundland had rejected the conditions on
which Responsible Governwment was granted by the despatch of the Duke
of Newcastle.

Now, as Sir Joha ig the acknowledged agent of the Executive party,
we feel that we have good cause to complain of this misrepresentation,
at least, of the conduct of the Assembly in relation to those conditions.
They have done their utmost to comply with them as far as practicable.
The failure 10 comply with' them rests, therefore, with the Council, who
we presame, have been misled in this matter by their Delcgates, or some
of their eollcagues conuected with the local Executive.

We have the horor to remain, Sc,
P. F. LITTLE,

‘ GEO. H. EMERSON.
Joscph Hume, Esqg., &c., &c., &c.,

[No. 6.]
LETTER FROM JOSEPH HUME, Ese., TO SIR GEORGE GREY.

BRYANSTON" SQUARE.

: 1st August, 1854.
My Dear Sir GEoRrGE,

From the question put to you last night by Sir John Pakington; I fear
that the Delegates from the Council have been making erronecus repre-
sentations, calculated ‘to widen and’ notito‘heal thie'breach that remaias
between the Council and the Assembly: '

The difference isso trifling that Lhope you will exeréise your: power itt”
settiiug it, and you canrnot be wrong in deciding. to"place the'people of*
Newfoundtind (1 promised by the Duke of Newcastlo) on’the sime foots "
ing as tue Provinces of Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, &c., &c.
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The people of Newfoundland want nothiog more, and I really cannot
think that the Delegates here can be satisfied with less.

My anxiety to seeall the differences healed will, I hope, excuse,
Yours sincerely,

JOSEFH HUME.
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M. P.

P. 8.—I will call, or see you in the House, on Thursday, by which
time I hope to learn that all has been adjusted. J. H.

(No. 7.)
THE DELEGATES LETTER TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE
OF NEWCASTLE.

Tavistock HoTer, CoveNT GARDEN.
August 1st. 1854,

My Lorp Dukg,—We have the honor to inform you, tbat we have
been requested by Mr. Hume to enclose for your perusal the accompany-
ing letter, containing a report of our statements to- Sir George Grey, as
to what the Assembly of Newfoundland have done in compliance with
the conditions mentioned in your Despatch of 24th February last, and of
the exact position of the differences between them and the Council.

We trust that Your Grace will perceive in the proceedings of the As«
sembly a display of no ordinary degtee of moderation, and an anxious
desire to preserve that just opinion which you formed of them, when you
resolved, in compliance with their address, to place Newfoundland upon
a footing of equality with her sister colonies as to the enjoyment of Re-
sponsible Government.

In their anxiety to carry out your wishes; and if possible, conciliate
the Council on the Representation Bill, in the opinion of many of their
friendsthey have gone too far in their concessions; their advances,
however, have not been met, for as they fully anticipated, nothing would
satisfy the Council but an absolute surrender of the rights of the people
into their hands., A

Under these circumstances, we feel that as the delegates of the Assem-
bly, it is our duty to inform you of these facts as bearing upon an import-
ant act of your Colonial administration.  You gave the Council the best
possible chance of obtaining reasonable terms for their party in connection
with the contemplated change of Government, They have gained much
by the opportunity thus afforded. Nor are the Assembly disposed to re-
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tract any of their concessions, but they cannot make acy further conces-
sion, nor would it be just to require them to submit to any further sacrifice
of the people’srights and what is due to their own honor.

May we, therefore, so far intrude upon your friendly disposition and
your spirit of fair play, as to interpose on behalf of the people of New-
foundland, that your expressed intentions to the Delegates last year may
not be frustrated, and that Responsible Government may at once be put
into operation, upon the understanding that one of the first acts of the
New Government should be to pass a Representation Bill similar to that
agreed to by the Assembly last session.

In thus intruding upon you, we most frankly apologise fer the adoption
of whut we conceive to be an irregular mode of proceeding ; but we feel
that in thus followicg the advice ofa mutual friend anxious that justice
shall be done, with your friendly disposition, you will not misconstrue our
motives, nor fail to do that, as one of the most exalted of Her Majesty’s
mninisters, which we are confident you would not have hesitated doing as
the head of the Colcnial Department.

We beg to inform your Grace, that we have a petition from the House
of Assembly to the House of Lords, but we hope there may not be any
neccssity to solicit your Grace to honor the Assembly by presenting it.

We have the honor to be, my Lord Duke,
Your most humble and devoted servants,
P. F. LITTLE,
GEO. H. EMERSON.
To His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, &c., &c., &ec.

(No. 8.)

THE DUKE OF NE\_WCASTLE’S REPLY.
DowNING STREET.

2nd August, 1854,

GeNTLEMEN,—I am obliged to you for sending me a copy of your let-
ter to Sir George Grey, and for informing me of the present position of
your difference in Newfoundland upon the subject of Responsible Gov-
ernment. ‘
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I have carefully perused your letter and its inclosures, and I am glad
to expressthe great satisfaction with which I learn that the Assembly
departed from the determination to adhere to its extreme demands, which
I was apprehensive they meant to make upon the receipt of my despatch
to the Governor in March last.

Great concessions in a conciliatory spirit seem to have been made, and
the points of difference between you and the Council are now so few and

so small, that Ifesl very confident that the close of this unfortunate con-
test is now near at hand.

Y come to ¢his conclusion the more hopefully, in consequence of the
conversation which 1 have this day had with Sir George Grey,—in whose
hands I am sure you will leave the settlement with safety and without
apprehension,

Sincerely hoping that prosperity and concord, iree from all religious
differences, may be in store for the colony of Newfoundland,

I am, Gentlemen,
Your very obedient Servant,

NEWCASTLE.
P. F. Little, Esq., and Geo. H. Emerson, Esq.

(No. 9.)
THE DELEGATES LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, Esq.
Tavistock HoteL, CovENT GARDEN,
3rd August, 1854,

DEear Sir,—We have the honor to enclose for your information, a copy
of a letter which we have jost received from the Duke of Newcastle, in
reply to our communication to His Grace, aud also a copy of your letter
to Sir George Grey.

Judging from the just and impartial views of the Duke of Newcastle, we
think that Sir George Grey can have no hesitation in deciding at once
to comply with the address of the Assembly, by issuing instructions to the
Governor, first, dissolving the Council ; secondly, conceding Responsible
Government to-Newfouudland as it is in force and understood in Prince
Edward Islacd, and authorising the immediate appointment of two sepa-
rate Councils—the Legislative Council to consist of not more than
fifteen members, and the Executive Council not more than nine; th~
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Iatter- to-be selected from both branches of the Lwlslature, mc]udmo
the heads of the principal departments ; and thlrd.y, durecun" the new"
gowmment upon its organization, to pass a Pension Biil, sceuring the
retiring allowances to the outgoing offivials ; a Repres~ntation Bill qullar
to thet adopted by the Assembly last session, and such other measures
as the cxigencies of the Government may render e\pcdlcnt The Assem-
bly are bound by their resolutions of the 5th Junelast, to pass these Bills,
and we do not hesitate to say, that they will honourably discharge their
obligativn.

To enable the new government to puss these measures without delay
and dissolve the Assembly, so as to have the general elections for the Is.’
land in the coming autumn, it is neccssary that Sir George should decide
as soon as possible. o

If you will be so kind as to place those views before him, you will add
to the many favors you have conferred upon the people, whose rights you
have so ably and disintcrestedly advocated.

With sentiments of gratitude, we beg to sy, that one of us will take
the liberty of calling on you to- morrow morni ing, to ascertain the result

of your interview with Sir George Grey, “hlle we have the honor to
remain,

Your most faithful and obedient servants,
P. F. LITTLE,
G. H. EMERSON.
409eph Hume, Esqg., M. P. &c., &_c.,-__ |

' (No. 10.)
DELLGA'].ES’ LE’I‘TER TO JOSEPH HUME, . ESQ. .
Tavisrock Hoter, CoveNT GARDE Loxnow

5th Augu,st 1854.

" DEar Sm,-We beg to remind you that the three points of dxﬁ'ereuce
between the Assembly and Council of Newfoundlapd on the Represgnta-
tion Bill are, first—shall a portion of the mercantxle distgiet of Trinity be,
cucoff and added to the district of Bonavista, 'to, neutrahze the, liberal
wvotes in the latter, and secure the return of three mercantile. members for
that district? = Secondly, shall the only member added: tothe represent.
ation of : the ‘populous. district- of St.. Mary's .and .Placenua,:be takea
away—territorially one of-the most—if not fke most extensive district i in,
the Island—vwhile the representation’of nearly all the: othex. districtsw-.
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many of these being smuller in size and population—has been doubled,
and in two districts trebled, one of which contains only 100 more electorst
And thirdly,—shall the principle of representing minorities, by allowing
each voter to give two votes to one Candidate, be adopted in the district
of Burin, while no such principle is sought to be applied to any other
District ?

The Assembly, so far as they ave concerned, have decided these ques-
tions in the negative ; and having as the Duke of Newcastle, in his letter
to us of the 2nd inst., correctly states, *“ made great concessions in a con-
ciliatory spirit,” they have resolved to make no further concessions on
this subject, nor couid they surrender their positicn on aay of those points,
without sacrificing the rights of the people.

On the 8th June last, the Assembly resolved to appeal to the Imperial
Government, not simply to obtain the expression of its opinion on their
measures, but to concede the iinmediate application of Respongible Gov-
ernment, with the vnderstanding that on the formation of a new Council,
a measure of Representation similar to that receutly adopted by the As-
sembly, be passed and brough t into operation without delay. While,
however, we are grateful for the expression of the just opinion {ormed by
His Grace on the conduct of tie Assembiy, and satisfied to adopt his
suggestion * to leave the settlement with eafety and without apprchen.
sion” to Sir George Grey, we should not feel justified in transferrinz it to
the Governor and his Council. Such an experiment, we are confident,
would only result in prolonging the conflict, as the Council weuld return
to the consideration of the subject with feelings of triumph arising from
the inevitable conclusion, that their obstructive policy having been so fax
successful, they were in the right and would be justified in maintainiog
their position. :

Looking to their past conduct and the desire of the Council for such a
contingency, the Assembly, as late as the 8th June, declared their opin-
ion, that notwit hstan ding the ccncession of the principles of Responsible
Government, ¢ the pr escnt Courcil willlcave no means uatried to stay
the introduction of the change.”

If, under these circumstan ces, Sir George Grey should imagise that th
Council of Newfoundland, if urfortunately for the colony they should bg
continued in power, may, in their future proceedings. form an exception,
either to their past history, or to the charactercommon to all such bodieg
aptly described by Mr. Peel, on yesterday, in the House of Commons, on
the discussion of the Canada Bill, as ** obstiactive” to Legislation ; then,
we must say, with great deference, that we know cf nothing in this case te
justify the exception, or the adoption of a different policy in Newfound.
land from that which has been successfully pursued in Canada and Prince
Edward Island in relation to their obstructive Councils.
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If, therefore, Sir George Grey should not satisfy you as to the propriety
of the course he may be dispased to adopt, you will oblige us by showing
him this letter, und ‘informing him of the reluctance we have evinced to
adopt any step in relation to our affiirs that shonid not meet the approval
of the Duke of Newecastle and him:elf. In such case our duty obliges us
to repeat our request, that you will be so kind as to present the petition of
the Assembly to the House of Commons, and move for the despatches men-
tioned in a former note.  As sson as you shall inform us of the necessity®
we shall secc Mr. Bright, and we have already arranged to meet other
members, who, like him. have teudered their co-operation to obtuin
equal justice for Newfoundland.

Your's most respectfully,

P. F. LITILE,

GEO. H. EMERSON,
Joseph Hume, Esq., &c., M. P., &c., &c,

(No. 11.)
THE DELEGATES' LETTER TO RICHZARD COBDEN, Esq. M. P.

Messrs. Little and Emerson, the Delegates from the Assembly of New-
foundland, present‘ their compliments to Mr. Cobden, and have the honor
of enclosing the accompanying documents, to which they would respect-
fully call his attention.- They consider that Colony as well entitled to
the possession of self-government us any. of the neighbouring Provinces,
and they therefore solicit the influential co-operation of Mr. Cobden. in
whom the colonists-repose the utmost confidence, to obtain equal justice
for the oldest and worst governed of Her Majesty’s British North Ameri-
can possessions.

Mr. Hume is in possession of the petition of the Assembly of New-
foundland to the House of Commons, praying for the immediate intro-
duction of Responsible Government ; as soon as he may determine cn the
course to be adopted in relanon to it, the Delegntes will inform Mr.
Cobden ghereof.

- Tavistock Hotel, }
5th Aug., 1854.
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LETTER FROM EREDERICK PEEL ESQ,, TO MR. LITTLE.
Downing S'rm:m,

9th August, 1854.

" Sin,—~—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey, to transmit to you
copy of a letter which has been addressed to him by Messrs. Archibald
and Row, and of the answer which he has caused to be made thereto; and
which you will consider as conveying a similar permission to yourself and
Mr. Emerson with that granted to those gentlemen, '

I am, Sir,
Your obedient scrvant,

FREDERICK PEEL.
P. F. Little, Esq.

(Xo. 13.)
LETTER FROM HON. E. M. ARCHIBALD TO SIR

GEORGE GREY.
(Cory) '
3, TanrieLp Court, TEMPLE,

28th July, 1854.

Sir,—Mr. Row and myself, who have been named by the Governor
of Newfoundland as Delegates to furnish information in reference to the
state of the Colony; and more especially in reference to the measures
preliminary to the introduction of Respousible Government, considering
that it will be move convenient that in any statement we may submit, we
should: confine our observations to the points which have been raised, or
allegations made by the Delsgates of the Assembly—respectfully request
for this purpose, that we may be put in possession of, or be furnished with,
a copy of any representation which may have bcen laid before Her Ma-
jeaty's Government by the Delegatesof the Assembly. - ‘

‘We have, &c.,

(Signed) ' o
E. M. ARCHIBALD. .

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M. P.
&ec., &c, &

we
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(No, 14))
LETTER FROM FREDERICK PEEL ESQ, TO THE HON
E. M. ARCHIBALD.

Dow#ive STrREET,
Otk August, 1854.

- S1r,~—1! am direpied by Seeretaty Sir George Grey, to state in reply to
your letter of the 28th ultim», requesting on behalf of 'yourself dnd Mr.
Row to be placed in possession of any representation which may have
been made to Her Majesty’s Government by the‘Del egates of the Assem-
bly, that Sir George Grey has already, since his interviews with the Deles
gates of both garties, addressed ts the Governor of Newfonndland a des-
patch embodying his views on the poiuts ia dispute.  He is not awaro,
therefore, that any object is to be attained by a prolongation of thé con-
troversy, but he considers it just to both parties that each, should be amare
of the argments which may have been used by the other, and.you are
therefore at llbcrty to read, on application to this Department, such Jet®
ters as have been received from Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson.

Copy. of your letter and this answer Havk been sent to these gentlemen,
Ium, &ec,,

(Signed)
FREDERICK PEEL.
E. M. Archibaid, Esq.

(Xo. 15.)
THE DELEGATES' LETTER' TO JOSEPH HUME, 'ESQ
Tavistock Horer, CoveNnT GAnDéN, Loxbox,

9th August, 1854.

Dear Sir,—We have the honor to inform you of our opinicn on the

course which Sir George Grey intimated.to us, to-day, it is his-iitantion

to puysuc upen the application of the House iof Asgembly of Newfound-

land for the immediate introduction of Responsible Govegnmant intn that
colony.

Tu declining to ‘comply with the request of the Astembly, to dissolve
thé Council ‘without any further delay, and referring back the Represent-
ation Bill to'the local Légistature, with the view of making the Governor
gmediator betweeh both branches, so as to efitct an arrangement on ils
deotafls, he seemed at fitst to f¥get that upon the conditions mentioned in'
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the Duke of Newcastle’s despatch being complied with, the Council
ahould be forthwith digselved, othexmse there would be 1o practxcal con
cession of the new system

The course adopted in Canada Prmce Edward Island, and all the
neighbouring colonies upon the introduction of Responsible Government,
was to dissolve the old obstructive Councils and organise new bodies in
accordance with public opinion, in their stead. Upon a little reflection,
Sir George admitted that the same course should be adopted in Newfound-
land upon the conditions being complied with. It is desirable that there
should be no mistake on this peint; for if the Council are to retain pow-
er after the conditions shall have been fulfilled, and General Elections
should take place under their administration, there would be a plain in
justice to the Assembly and the people in such a step. This is the view"
generally entertamed in the Colony as to the purport of the Duke’s
Despatch.

There is a more serious aspect of cur affairs, to which we deem it ne
cessary to call your atte ntion and that of the British Government. Be-
lieving in the injustice and inutility of obliging the Assembly to renew
their abortive efforts to come to an arrangement with the obstructive
Council, on the Representation Bill—a majority of whose members do
not care for any mediation that might have the effect of depriving them of
their position in the Government, or what becomes of the Colony or the
people, so that they can carry out their own selfish policy— we have there-
fore to enter our protest against the adoption of such & measure. If the
Assembly is to be regarded as the organ of public opinion in advocating
the principles of Responsible Government, and the Couneil are admitted
'to be wrong in originally resisting and still continuing their opposition in
its introduction, we are at a loss to know why the Government have he-
sitated to apply the same impartial mode of reasening to the details of a
measure, which has been d eemed necessary for the better working of the
‘new system.  As, hOWever, the Government have resolved to try the ex.
periment; we think it fair that they should fully understand the determina-
tion or the Assembly, that the responsibility may restin the proper quar.
ter, for the consequences which may result from this line of action.

The Qovernor is a decided partizan of his Council ; and all the Govern-
ment patronsge which he has at his ‘disposal, he has bestowed on their
favorites. When the Assembly sought his wediation on the Representa.
tion Bill last Session, he insulted them by declaiing their address unconstis
tutional, then refusing to receive it, and afterwards on retracting that
resolution, posmvely decjggng to interpose. He has come into colli-
sion - with the Assembly on other occasions, mstlga(ed by the Council,
and the Assembly have denounced his conduct in reference to then’r

proceediogs on twe distinct subjects, and ‘st - two separate periods,
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one of them being in reference- ‘to the R presentation Bill. Is
it " rcasonable then, we would ask, to make him an umpire
between his own Council, to which he is so ‘allied, and the Assembly,
which he has thus opposed 7 Besides, we think it only frank to state,
that the Assembly have resolved notfo recede one jot from their late Repre-
sentation Bill, as they have already conceded too much, for the purchase
of peace and the settlement of the question in dispute.  The question then
remains to be solved by tho Imperial Government,” as td which party shall

give way.

If, however, the Government have resolved upon the cxpcdlent mth a
sincere desire for a scttlement. we would sugzzest the proopriety of its eff
cacy being at once tested. by calliaz the Legislature tog ether forthwith, and
using their inflitence with the Council to pass the Rep resentation Bill of
the Assembly.  If fhat be adopted, the Assembly would not hesitate to
pass a Supply Bill, and other nccessary measures for the benefit of the
public service. DBut until the people are in the full enjoyment of their
Constitutional rights, the Assembly have resolved to vote no supplies, and
they will not hesitate to throw wut the Revenue Bill next year, if the ques-
tion of self-government should not be satisfactorily gsettled in the mean.
time. Hence the necessity for an, early call of the Legislature.  The
liveral Representatives of the pecple are pledged to the Constituencies to
follow this line of action. ‘Lheir past conduct shows that they have suffi-
cient spirit to maintain the people’s rights. The time for half measures
with the colonies, we hoped, had passed away; and we trust that the peo-
ple of Newfoundland will find a justification before the British Public-for
refusing to support (if matters should unfortunately be driven to such an
extreme) as pure an engine of oppression and- misrepresentation, as- can
be devised under the form of an irresponsible Colonial Government. - -

Tha':kmfv you for your great kindness and valued services to obtain
cqual justice—long withheld and still denied to Newfoundland-—and
requesting your opinion on the propriety of presenting the Petition of
the Asscmbly to the House of Commons,

We have the honor to be,
Dear Sirb,
Your very oﬁédién‘t, and faithful servants,
P. F. LITTLE,
GEO: H. EMERSON.

Joseph Hume, Esq., &c., &¢c.; -
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[No.. 16:]
LETTER FROM JOSEPHHUME, Esqa, TO SIR GEORGE GREY.

BRYANSTONE SQUARE
1043 August, 1854.

My Dear Sig,—On, my return ‘here,X found a letter. from -Mussrs.
Little and Emerson, dictated evidently from the conversation that passed
with you yesterday afternoon.

I have read their letter with care, and I am obliged to agree with
them, '

" The party in the_ Council who has ncted so inconsistently seems ut-
terly regardless of the demands of the population of 120,000 souls.

Both Protestants and Catholics desire Responsib.le . Government, and
the Despatch of the Duke of Newcastle concedes it

To give an idea of the reckless manner in which the paity is acting, I

- mention that Mr. Hoyles, the Solicitcr Gencral, one of the public officers,

has come to this ‘country as the pretended representative of the Protest-

ant interest; whereas, he is the paid agent of a'few of the merchants

who; in a hole and corner meeting, in private, subscribed to pay him-and
his expenses.

Surely such a proceeding shows the animus of the Governor, who per-
mits his Solicito; General so to act, aud 1 have po hopes of any change
such.as has taken place in Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Is~
land, to-meet the Assembly und bring matters to a settlement.

I hope these facts may have the same effect on your mind, as they have
made on.-mine, and then you cannot hesitate as to the course to be
taken.

In the letter, however, now sent to you, there are the means pointed
out, of your bringing the dispute to an early settlement, viz., your di.
recting the Assembly to be called together in the end of the next month,
for the renewal of the negotiations between the Council and the Assembly.

I partake strongly in the belief that. the members of the Council care
little about the desire of ‘the population, and that they will, if counte-
nanced by the Governar, hold on to the last extremity.

1 am suxionsto avoid that, and venture to suggest the early meetlng of
the Assembly to bring matters to the test, and to put an end ay speedily as
possible to the present unseemly state of affgiraithess,



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 51

The letter of Mr. Archibald, of the 28th July to you, stating that he
and Mr. Row have been sent by the Governor as delegates, marks, in my
opinion, the intention of the Governor and his Council ; if you shall send
these Delegates back without decidedly making up your mind and telling

them what it is. But I must conclude, and remain, S

Your’s sincerely,
JOSEPIL HUME,

The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart, M. P.
&c., &e.; &e.

[No. 17.]
THE DELEGATES' LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, Esa,,

TavisTock HoteL, CoveNt GARDEN.
August 11th, 1854,

Dear Sir,—Having been hitherto guided by your advice in our pro-
ceedings, the time has now corae to request your decis ion on'the propri-
ety of presenting the petition of the Hduse of Assembly entrusted to you,
to the House of Commons, and your advice as to our future measures,
and whilst we shall be entirely directed by you in carrying out the reso,
Iutions of the Assembly, we must assurc you that the people of New-
foundland will ‘be dissatisfied and disappointed it we return without ob-
taining the favourable determination of Her Majesty’s Government,

With sentiments of gratitude, we have the honor to remain,

Your’s most respectfully,

P. F. LITTLE,
GEO. H. EMERSON.
Joseph Hume, Esg., M. P. &ec., &c.;

(No. 18.)

LETTER FROM .JOSEPH HUME, Esq¢, TO THE DELEGATES.
BRYANSTONE SQUARE.
11th August, 1854.
GenTLEMEN,—I. have received your letter of this date, and am well
aware of theanxiety you must have as to the course’to be ‘adopted, when
only a few hours:remain of the present‘session.
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I have seen the despatch prepared by Sir George Grey to the Gover-
nor of Newfoundland, and I have conversed fully with him on the subject.
Ihave the conviction that Sir George will give the requisite orde:s for
establishing Responsible Government as speedily as the forms which he
considers requisite will admit.

To present the petition entrusted to me by the House of Assembly
to the House of Commons, would be to throw doubts on the intentions of
the British Government, as to their sincerity in placing Newfoundland
on the same footing as Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and other
British Colonies.

1 assure you that I have no such doubts as to the future, and I there-
fore advise that the petition should not be presented, and that you should
return to the Colony in the perfect confidence that Sir George Grey will

carry out the despatch of the Duke of Newcastle, and that he will not

allow the Governor and Council any longer to oppose and protract the
establishment of Responsible Government, but that he will, by the modi.
fying of the Council, do as has been done in all the other British North
American Provinces.

This is my deliberate advice, and it rests with you to act, in your very
responsible situation, with the knowledge you have of what passed at the
Colonial Office. |

T remain, your’s sincerely,

T (J. HUME.

(No. 19.)
THE DELEGATES LETTER TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ.

Tavistock Horer, CovenT GARDEN, LoNDON.
12th August, 1854,

Dear Sir,—We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of the 11th instant, and in reply we beg toinform you that we shall
follow your advice, and upon the assurance of the Duke of Newcastle and
Sir Qeorge Grey, to place Newfoundland upon a footing of equality with
the neighbouring colomes, by the immediate introduction of Responsible
Government.

We regtet that there should have ‘been nny hes1tat10n, on the part of
Sir George Grey, to adopt the only practlcal course open to him, by dis-
sol ving the Council according to the practice pursued in all the other Colo.
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nies with their Executive Councils, upon the concession of Responsible
Government to them,

If, however, Sir George thinks fit to refer the Representation Bill again
to the Council, in the hope that they will pass it,—of course we mean the
Bill of the Assembly—we feel confident that he will be disappointed.
Being convineed that the Council, in pursuing their obstructive policy,
will hold on to the last; if any good can come fromn this experiment, it
can only be by the Government giving positive orders to the Governor to
the following effect, viz. :

1. That the Representation Bill passed by the Assembly, is a fair mea-
sure, and has met the approval of the Secretary of State. . If this opinion
should not be cleatly expressed, the whole of the details would be re-
oprned and all the old ground will have to be gone over again without
any rational prospect of effecting a settlement.

The justice of the Bill in every respect, and the Resolution of the As-
sembly, not to depart from it, not only justify but require the expression
of that opinion by the Government,

2. Ifthe Council should not sanction the Bill, the Secretary of State
should instruct the Governor forthwith to orvénize the Council ¢ accord-

ing to the well understood wishes of the people, as expressed by their Re-
presentatives.”

3. That two separate Councils should then be formed, and Responsible
Government put into immediate operation as in Prince Edward Island and
Nova Scotia, which is all that the Assembly ask, and which th: Duke of
Newcastle promised.

Such are the suggestions which we deem it incumbent on us to offer
upon the determination of Sir George Grey, and we need only add thata
compliance with them on his part w1ll go far to satisfy the people of New-
foundland of his desire to meet their views and place the Government of
the Colony upon a safe, just, and psrmanent footing.

Awaiting the final, and we trust satisfactory, determination of Her Ma-
jesty’s Government,

We have the honor to:remain,
Dear Sir,

Your very grateful and obedient servants,

P. F. LITTLE,

G. H. EMERSON.
Joseph Hume, Esq., &c., M. P., &c., &c.,



54 JOURNAL OF 'THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(No.:20.)
THE DELEGATES’ LETTER TO SIR GEORGE GREY.

Tavistock HoTeL, CovENT GARDEN,

17th August, 1854,

Sir,~—We have the honor to enclose for your information, copies of cer-
tain communications which have passed between Mr. Hume and -uson
the subject of our Delegation.

Being anxions that no further appeal should be rendered necessary from
the Assembly of Newfoundland to the Imperial Government, on the pend-
ing difficuliies with the Council, and believing in the sincerity of the
assurances which we have received from you and the Duke of Newcastle;
as well as frem Mr. Hume and Mr. Peel, that it is the sole desire of Her
Majesty’s Covernment to render equal constitutional justice to this colo-
ny ; before quitting England, we would respectfully refer you to the sug-
gestion contained iu your letters to Mr. Hume, of the 5th, 9th, and 12th
August, and those which we have since made to Mz, Peel, as to the most
practical means of effecting that desirable object.

Having read Messrs. Row and Archibald’s letter of tha 9th of August,to
you st the Colonial Office yesterday, we deem it our duty to request a copy
of it; and alsoof My deles'e letterto you, of the 12th July last, which Mr.
Blackwood did not consider himself authorised to permit us to peruse, but
with the general contents of which we have been otherwise made ac-
quainted.

“While Mr. Hoyles, though the acting Solicitor General, atd one of the
Exeeutive purty, cannot be regarded as the authorised ‘Delegate of “the
people, or any party in the colony, except his few mercantile friends, who
subscribed to pay his expenses, and those ‘who privately nominated him,
and while both of these communications bear their own condemnation on
their face, yet we should. desire an opportunity of placing before you a
clear and minute refutation of their wilful misrepresentations and our
drawa conclusions, which we cannot satisfactorily do without copies of
them. Ifyou should rot deemit expedient:to comply with this request,
we beg.to solicit the favor of your transmitting such copies to the Gover~
nor, with instructions to lay them before-the Assembly, together with the
communications we have had the honor of addressing to.you.

This souldrbe-a simple yet important act of justice to the people of
Newfoundland. While they have been confident that the Imperial Go-
vernment has been unfortunately too often misled by such misrepresenta.
tions, theyhave been denied the opportunity of exposing them, from" the
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secret and confidential manner in which it is understood they have been
made. Nor should they be surprised at the policy heretofore adopted
by the Imperial Goverument, on the information supplicd" by such ex-
traordinary productions,

In charity, however, we conclude, that as we conceive these are the
last, they are therefore, the most unscrupulous efforts to retain power
in the hands ofthat party whose leoders have by such means.gong. far to
alienate the affections of the colonists from the Crown.

We should not wish the frankness of our language to be misconstrued
into mere personal recrimination.  Standing upon the broad and solid
principles of trath and justice, we fe-l that we can afford to pass unno-
tice: the insulting remarks contained in these documents, in relation to
the mewbers of the Assembly and the liberal party in Newfoundland.
But no consideration of unmerited firbearance would have justified us, in
the eyes of our con:tituents, in passing entirely without observation the
misstatements of Mr. Hoyles and the Dezlegates of the Council.

Thanking you for the consideration you have\ given to the important
subject of our mission,

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most humble and obedient-servants,
P. F. LITTLE,
. GEO. H. EMERSON.
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart;, M. P.
&eo., &c., &e, |

(No. 21.)
LETTER FROM JOSEPH. HUME, Es¢., TO Mz. LITTLE:

BRYANSTONE SQUARE.

18tk August, 1854;

My Dear Sir,—I have left a letter for the Speaker.of your -Assemhly,
which 1 request you will take charge cf, and if you shauld not bave left
London on Thursday next, 1shall be here at 10.a.m., to take leave:before:
going to Scotland.
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In the meantime, you will be pleased to learn that the Duke told me
last night, that he had read the letters I sent him, with attention, and
that he was pleased with the conduct of the Assembly.

He greatly regretted the conduct of the-Governor and Council, in not
meeting the Assembly ; but he hopgd that all would be settled on the re-
ceipt of Sir George Grey’s Despatch. .

Wishing you a speedy and pleasant passage, I remain,
Your’s sincerely,

JOSEPH HUME.
P. F. Little, Esq.

[No. 22.]
LETTER FROM JOSEPH HUME, Esq, TO THE Howx. THE s_PEAKf-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

BRYANS;I.‘ON Square,
¥9ih August, 1854.

Sir,—This will be delivered by Mr. Little, who with Mr. Emerson,
have been active to carry out the wishes of the Assembly and of the peo-
ple of Newfoundland ; and they, will show by the copies of the corres-

.pondence, what has beeu done, and why they return without having the
petition of the Assembly presented to the House of Commons.

I found in His Grace the Duke of Newcastle and in Sir George Grey,
great regret that the Governor and Counc11 had not met the House of
Assembly to settle, as in the other Provinces, Responsible Government.
"They regretted, as T do, the necessity of having recourse to the strong
measure of stopping the Supplies, and assured me that the Despatch by
“the first packet should enjoin the carrying out of the Duke’s intention.

With the knowledge and the assurances, that measures would be'taken
to place Newfoundland in the same situation as the other Provinces of

British America, I determined not to present the petition to the House of
Commons.

I know that that course has given satisfaction, and I trust that I shall
‘soofi learn that yom approve of what I have done, and that the changes

requisite to be made, have all been made to the satlsfactlon of the peopie
of Newfoundland.
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I cannot allow Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson to return, without assui‘ing
you of their devotion to fulfil your wishes, and of the zeal and ability they

have manilested in the delicate prooeedings they have had to conduct
here.

I trust that the same moderation in your proceedings with the Govern-
or and Council, will secure thut mutual good feeling which must exist
inevery Responsible Government.

As long as my services can be useful to the Province, I shall with plea-
sure afford every assistance in my power to promote peace and good
feeling, the harbingers of prosperity in every country.

I remain, Sir,
* Your obedient servant,
J. HUME.

To the Hon. John Kent,
Speaker of the Assembly of Newfoundland.

——r et

(No. 23.)

LETTER FROM ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, Esq. TO MR. LITTLE.

CoLoniaL OFFICE.

Lt

DeAR Sir,—Sir George has intimated hisMZt‘l‘lat with you and Mr.
Ewmerson should peruse the despatch which he addressed by the last mail
to the Governor of Newfoundland, on the subject of Responsible Govern.
ment. Mr. Merivale will therefore be happy to show you the Despatch,
if you will take the trouble to call on him here on any day except Satur-
day, from 2to 5 p. m., giving him notice before hand which day you se-
leot.

I am, Dear Sir,
Your's very truly,
ARTHUR BLACKWOOD.
P. F. Little, Esq.
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No. 24.
LETTER FROM HERMAN MERIVALE, ESQ., UNDER.SECRE-
. TARY OF STATE, TO THE DELEGATES.

Dow~ine STREET,

31st August, 1854,

GeNTLEMEN,—I am dirccted by Secretary Sir.George..Grey to acknow-
ledge your letter of the 17th of this month, enclosing copies of certain
communications which have passed between. Mr. Hume and yourselves,
on the eubject of your delegation.

2. With reference to your request for a copy of Messrs: Archibald and
Row’s letter of the 9th August, I am to state, that as Sir George Grey
afforded to the representatives of each party the opportunity of reading
what has been addressed to him by the other, and has dispatched instruc-
tions to the Governor as to the course which he is to take on the points dis-
puted inthe last session between the Legislative Council and the A ssembly
he does not think that any advantage could arvise from his complying with
an application which might only lead to further discussions tending to no
practical benefit.

3. With respect to Mr. Heyles’s létter (of which you also apply to
be furnished with a copy) I am to state, that Sir George Grey has never
received this letter in manuscript; a printed copy only has been placed in
his hands, and he presumes that you will not have any difficulty in obtain~
ng one; but I am to add, that Mr. Hoyles did not address Sir George
Grey in any public capacity, nor was he understood by Sir George Grey
to be ‘the authorized representative of any party in the colony.

I bave the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your ‘most-obedient servant,
HERMAN MERIVALE:
P. F. Little; Esq,

. and. .
G. H. Emerson, Esq.,

No. 25.

MR. LITTLE’S LETIER TO ARTHUR BLACKWOOQCD, Esa.
" TavisTock HoTEr, CovENt GARDEN.
26th August, 1854.

DEear Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your polite
note of the 24th instant, which I found at my Hotel,'6ni my return -this
evening.



NEWFOUNDILAND. 59

Mr. Emerson unites with me in rezuesting you to have the kindness to
tender our acknowledgment to Sir George Grey, for his consideration in
intimating a wish that we should peruse the Despatch which he bhad ad- .
dressed by the last mail to the Governor of Newfoundland on the subject
of Responsible Government, and that we shall be happy to comply with
his desire on Monday next.

I am, Dear Sir,
. Your’s very truly,

P. F. LITTLE.
Arthur Blackwood Esq.. &ec.

Ordered,—That the Report do lie upon the Table. On Table.

Mr. HovLes gave notice that on to-morrow he would move for leave to  Wotice for Bank Incorporas
. . . . ioa Bill,
bring in a Bill to Incorporate a Joint Stock Banking Company. Ho

Mr. W4RREN cave notice that on to-morrow he would move the sus- golticzcofg:lseusnngﬂon of
. 1 . , ules, 1 .
pension of the Rules of the !ousc in reference to the Address of Thanks,
in reply to His Excellency the Governor's Speech, at the opening of the
Session.

Mr. IioGseTT gave notice that on te.morrow he would move that a I]\;oziccforvoteof'fhanh to
e . . Jogates.
vote of Thanks be given to the Delegates to London for their able advo. ~“5*
cacy of the claims of this colony to Respousible Government.

Then the Housc adjourncd till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 12ta Ocroser, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Address:-of Thanks, in reply to His: Address of Thanks read
Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session, was read.a second tirge. netme

Ordered,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to Rules suspended.
the said Address. .

On motion of Mr. WaRREN, seconded by Mr. Hoytes,*

Resolved.— Phatthe. Hose 'do now, xesolve:itself into-a. Conamittos of. ’
the Whole upon,the, said Address. -
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And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr, SerakeRr left the Chair.
Mr. HanraHAN took the Chair of the Committee. -

Mr., SpeakeR resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee, that they had considered
the Address to them referred, and had passed the same with an amend-
ment, which they had directed him to report to the House ; and he hand-
ed the Address, as amended, in at the Clerk’s Table when the same was
read as follows :—

To His Excellency Ker BAILLIE HawmrrroN, Esquire,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, 8&¢.,
&ec., &c. |

MaY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, thé Commons of New-
foundland, in General Assembly convened, thank Your Excellency for
the gracious Speech with which you have been pleased to open the present
Session of the Legislature. /

.The Imperial Government having determined to introduce Responsible
Government into this colony, in accordance with the reiterated demands
of the people and the necessities of thie country, it is satisfactory to find
that the conduct of the Assembly, in reference to the preliminary condi-
tions, has met the approval of the Imperial Authorities in such a manner
as to lead us to anticipate that no further difficulty will be experienced in
effecting that desirable change. The only point in the measurcs of the
Assembly, to which any excepuon has been taken, being the retir ing al-
lowance of the Attorney General. is susceptible of easy adjustment ; and
while we shall willingly re-consider that matter, with the view of meeting
their suggestions, we should hope that the Representation Bill, the only
remaining preliminary, as adopted by the Assembly in ifs last session,
may, withoutjany further opposition or procrastination, become the law of
the land. It contains several substantial concessions to the opinions of

- Her Majesty’s Council, and looking to the fairness of its details, and the

result of the late appeal of both branches to the Secretaryof State forthe
colonies, we deem it almost needless to add, that a regard for the interests
of the people and the beneficial working of the new system entirely. pre-
vent our making any further concessions in relation to that measure.
We, therefore, hope that Her Majesty’s Council may at length see the
propriety of meeting the Assembly in a conciliatory spirit, aud by ter-

‘minating the differences on this measure, enable Your Excellency to glve

effect to the liberal intentions of Eler Majesty’s Goverament: =+ = &
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pL-.

These being the only measures, for the settlement of which this seszion
bas been wisely called at this unusual period of the yeur, under the in-
structions of the Sccretary of State, that an end may be put as specdily
as possible to the present unfortunate state of affairs, we beg to assnre
Your Excellency that as soon as they shali be adjusted, we shall not he-
sitate to pass the usual Bill of Supply, and sach oth:er 3Bills as the weliare
of the country and the brief period which we expect to be in session, raay
wariant.

We are gratified to learn that a Trea'y for the establishment of Rec’ -
rocal lice Trade in certain staple products, between the United S:.ics
and the British Noith American Colonies, has been passed and ratified
by the Guvernment of Great Britain and the United States, and thas
Newfoundland L5 Leen included in its arrangements.

We are fully alive to the great advantages which this colony must de-
rive from a participation in that measure ; and we anticipate no difficulty
in adjusting our Tariff of Duties so as to avail of its terms, as soon as cir-
cumstances shall permif.

We cordially acknowledge the correctnes of Your Excellency’s sug-
gestions in rteference to the draining and sewerage of St. John’s ; and
we shall give due consideration- to any Report which Your Excellency
may be pleased to furnish thereon, with the view of adopting any mea-
sures for the improvement of the sanitary condition of this town.

‘We reciprocate Your Excellency’s econgratulations on the subject of
our Yishery during the past season which though only partially successful
in some locslities will, on the whole, we have reason to believe, amount
to an average ; and it is no less a subject of thank{ulness to Divine Pro-
vidence, that the Potato discase has been far less extensive than in pas
years, :

In certain localities, however, relief will have to be provided for
the support of the really destitute; and we beg to assure Your Excellen-
cy, that we shall not only indemnify you for any past expenditure, but
also for any future outlay that may be necessary for this branch of the
public service.

Ordered,—That the Address asamended, be read a third time.
And the Address was read a third time accordingly. Resd 3rd time,

On motion of Mr, LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. Parsons,

Resolved,~That the Address do pass, and be presentéd to His Excel-. paued.
lency by Mr. Speaker and the whole House.
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Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-rgorrow he wxll move an Address
to the Governor respectfully requesting that be will be pleased to cause
to be laid betore this Iiouse copies of the Despatches received by him
on the subJect of Responsxble Government from the Seoretary of State
far the colonies, referred to in His Excellency’s opening Speech.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 13th OcrosER, 1854.

Mr. SpeaxEr informed the House that he had received a communica«
tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy, stating that His Excellency the Gover-
nor would receive Mr. Speaker, and the House with the Address of
Thanks, in reply to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the scssion
to-morrow at two o’clock.

Pursuent to orderof the day, the Bill to Increase the present mumber
of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island, was read a
second time,

On motion of Mr. LirTLE, secondcd by Mr. Pmsdxs;

Resolved,—~That on to-morrow he will move the House into a committeq
of the whole upon the said Bil'.

On motion of Mr. L1rTLE, (pursuant to notice) seconded by Mr. Hoc-
SETT,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor:—

To His Excellcncy Ker Bariuie HaMivtoNn, Esq.,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the Isla,nq'i of Newfoundland and its, Dependen-
cies, &c.

MaY 1r PLEASE YoUR FXCELLENCY,—
The House of Assembly respectfully. beg leave to request that Your

Excellency will be pleased to cause copies of the Despatches received by
Your Excellency on the subject of Responsible Government from the Se-
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cretary-of State for the: colonies, and referred: to: in" Your Hxcelleney’s-

opening Speech, to be laid before this: House. -

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and-presented-to’ His-Excel-
lency the Governor, by Mr. Lirtie and Mr. HoGsErT.

On motion of Mr. HoGseTt, seconded by Mr. Wisser,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to report upon the
present ineflicient mode of publishing and reporting the “debates of this
House, with power to make such arrangements as may appear to them
necessary for the reporting and publishing the debates for the present
Sessioa.

Ordered,—That Mr, Hoaserr, Mr. WirreN, Mr, LirTre, Mr. Hax-
RABAN and Mr. Marcy, do form such committee.

Then the Iouse adjourned till to-morrow at half-past One of the clock,

SATURDAY, 14th OcroBER, 1854.-

1t being the hour appointed by His Excelléncy the Governor toreceive
the House, with the Address of Thanks in reply to His Excellency the

Governer’s Speech, at the opening of the session, Mr. Speaker and the-

House went up to Government House ; and being returned, -

Mr. Speaxer informed the House, that whenin attendance on His Ex-
cellency the Governor, he had presented the Address of Thanks to His
Excellency the Governor, and that His Excellency had been pleased to
make a reply as follows :—

M. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of dssembly :—

In replying to this Address, I will confine myseif to thanking you for
the assurance it contains, that you will pass such Bills as the welfare of
the country may warrant,and:that you willindemnify me for any past ex-
penditure for the supprt of the Poor ; and also for any future outlay that
may be necessary for this branch of the public service.

Mr. Litrre; froim the deputation’ to ‘presént: the *Address Feqhesting

Cbﬁzm}i:%ée to piesént. o

Select Comrgittee on pub-
lishing and j reporting de-
bates.

Committee appointed,

Mz, Speaker and the Houss
. wait on the Grovernor with
Address of Thanks.

Reply of His Excellency the
Governor to Address ef
Thanks.

that- His Excelleficy’ would bé ‘pleasett to cauisé to be flaid"ﬁ'éfo‘ré”bﬁé: Hod’s'éf'i"‘.
copies.ef Dedpatches from the Secretary: of State'for the colonies; “on ‘the''”
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subject of Responsible” Government, reported that His Excellency had
handed him the Despatches asked for.

Despatches from His Ex~  The said Despatches were read by the Clerk, and are as follows :—
cellency the Governor,

(For which see Appendiz.)
On Table, Ordered,—That the said Despatches do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the elock.

MONDAY, 16t OcroBER, 1854,

Committee of the whole on  Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-

Bill toi the present .11, . ;
umber of Representatives tee of the Whole upon the Bill'to increase the present number of Repre.

inthe General Assembly.  goptatives in the General Asseibly of this Island.
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.
Mr. HANRAHAN took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SpEakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the
Bill to them referrsd without amendment, and he handedthe Bill in at the
Clerk’s Tablel

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow
Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the elock.

Time of 3rd reading.

TUESDAY, 17ta OcroBER, 1854

Petitions from J. Osborne Mr. LitiiE presented Petitions from John Osborne, and Matthew
and M. Joyee, Joyce, of Saint John's; :which were severally received and ‘read,—Praying
for the appointment of Outer Door-keepers to the House of Assembly. =



OF NEWFOUNDLAND. -

-

65

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table,

Mr. SHEA presented a Petition from Joseph Walsh, of St. John's,
which was received and read, of the same. tenor as the foregoing.

Ordered.—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LitTLE presented a Petition from the Secretary of the Board of
Health, which was received and read,—Praying that the House would in-
stitute an examination into the state of the dwellings of the Poor of Saint
John’s, with regard to their sanitary condition, with a view to the adop-
tion of measures forimproving the same.

He also presented a Petition from Henry H. Stabb, M.D., Physician,
Superintendent of the Hospital for mental diseases, which was received
and read setting forth—the want of accommodation in the Lunatic Asylum
for patients, and praying that a sum of money may be granted to enable
the second wing, contemplated in the original plans, to be added te the
building.

Ordered,—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. Li1TLE, 23 Delegate from the Assembly to proceed to Washington,
to advocate the claims of this colony to Reciprocal Free Trade with the
United States, presented the Report, which he handed in at the Clerk’s
Table where the same was read.

(For which see Appendiz. )
Ordered,—~That that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to increase the present number
of Representativesin the General Assembly,as engrossed,wasread a third
ime.

On motiom of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. HoGskrT,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled ““ An Act toincrease the
present number of Representatives in the General Assembly of this Island
and to regulate the Representation thereof.”

Ordered,—That Mr. Little, Mr. Hogsett, Mr. Winser, Mr. Hanrahan
and Mr. Emerson do take the Bill to Her Majesty’s Council, and desire
their concurrence.

Mr. LiTTLE, by comman& of His Excellency tixe"deernor, presented
to the House a Message from His Excellency the Governor, signed by His
Excellency.

The said Message was read by the Speaker, all the members bemg un-
covered, and is as follows :—

Oa Table.

Petition from Joseph Walsh

On Table.

Petition from the Secretan
ot Board of Health,

Petition from H, H. Stab’

On Table.

Report of delegate to Wash-
ington,

On Table,

Increasv Bill read 3rd time,

Passed and titled,

Committee to present,
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KER B. HAMILTON.

The Governor, adverting to that part of his Speech on opening the ses-
sion, which refers to the sanitary condition of St. John’s, recommends in the
present emergency,which calls for immediate action, that the Legislature
should authorise him to incur such expeaditure as may be essential for
guardingthe public health both in St. Jobn’s and the outports.

Government House, K.B.H.
17th October, 1554.

Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Mor. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
to His Excellency the Governor, in reply to His Excellency’s Message of
to-day, authorising such expenditure as may be essential for guarding the
public health, both in St. Johu’s and the outports:

He also, by command of Bis Excellency the Governor, presented to the
House the following documents :—

Copy of Despatch to His Excellency the Governor, from the Secretary
of State for the colonies, accompanying copy of a Despatch from the Se-
cretary of State to the Governor-General of Canada, on the subject of the
Treaty for Trade between the United States and the British North Ame-
rican colonies.

Report from J. P. Neville, to His Excellency the Governor, on the sub-
ject of improving the sanitary state of St. John's, by sewerage acd drain-

age.
(For which see Appendix.)

Ordered,—That the said Despatches do lie upon the Table.
On motion of Mr. HoGserr, seconded by Mr. HanrRAHAN,

Resolved,—That the thanks of this House are hereby given to Parcre F.
LirTLE, and GeEorGE HexrRY EMERsON, Esqrs., Delegates appointed by
this House in the last session of the Legislature, to proceed to England
for the purpose of laying before the Imperial Government the claims of
this colony to Self-government, for the integrity, ability,and discretion,
displayed by themin discharging the arduous and important trast con-
nected with their mission and the welfare of Nowfoundland.

"Chen the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.
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WEDNESDAY:; 18th OcroBER, 1854,

At a quarter before Four o’clock the names of members present being
taken down as follows :—Mr. Winser and Mr. Little,

Mr. Speaxeradjourned the House for want of 4'quorum Hfou-c adjourned fox . wans.
ofa quorum,

THURSDAY, 19178 OcroBER; 1854.

On motior of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. Pinsows, pursuiant to hotice,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor:— :

To His Excellency Ker BaILLIE HA\IILTON, Esq., Addressto Governor,
Governor and -Chwmumander-in- Chief in and-over
the Island of Newfoundland and its Dependen-

cies, §e.
May 1t PLEASE YoUr EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully authorise Your Excelleney, in com-
pliance with Your Exccllency’s Message of the 17th- instant, to incur
such expenditure as may be essential for guarding the public health,
both in St. jechr's and the Outports, and this House will indemnify Your
Excellency therefor.

Ordered,~—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel. Committee to prasent.
lency the Governor, by Mr. LitTLE and Mr. Parsons.

Then the Househdjourn@;d'till'Mouday next at Two of tke clock.

MONDAY, 24re OcroBER, 1854

. At balf.pagt Three o’clock, Mr. Wmsgr and Mr. Little being the onlj
members presept,

. e, , e = dj
Mt Speaxer adjoutned the House fot want of a quorum. ofﬁ%frd&?nﬁ for want
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TUEBDAY, 26ta OcroBER, 1854.

At half-past Two o'clock, Mr. Winser being the only member present,

House adjowrned for waat i y
F i Mr. SprsEar adjourned the House for want of a quorum.

SATURDAY, 23ra OcroBer, 1854.

Mr. SpeakeRr laid before the House the following Documents, trans-
mitted through Mr. Secretary Crowdy, by command of His Excellency
the Governor :—

Documents from HMis Ex~  Estimate of the Civil Expenditure of the island for 1854,

Comparative Statement of D-ties collected for the quarters ended 10th
October, 1852, 1853, and 1854.

(For which see Appendiz. )
On Tabley Ordered,—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till Mondéynext at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 30tE OcToBER/-1864.

The Clerk to Her Majesty’s Council, in the absence of the Master-in-
Chancery, brought down the following Message :—

Message from H.M.Council; Mr. SPEAEKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council request a conference with the House of Assem-
bly on the subject of certain Amendments made by the Council ‘in the
Bill entitled ¢ An Act to increase the present number of Representatives
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in the General Assenmbly of this island and to regulate the Representa-
tion thereof,’’ and have appointed conferees to meet the managers on the
part of the Assembly in the Committee Room of the Council presently.

E. M. ARCHIBALD,

Presiding Momber.

Council Chamber,
30th October, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdre:w.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lic upon the Table. On Table.
On motion of Mr, LirTLE, seconded by Mr. EMERsox,

Resolved,—That the following Message be sent to ller Majesty’s Coun-
cil ;—

Mr. PRESIDENT,—

'The House of Assembly respectfully decline complying with the request  Message to H.M.Councils
of Her Majosty’s Council for a conference on the subject of the amend-
ments made by the Council in and upon the Bill sent up from this House,
for the concurrence of Her Majesty’s Council, entitled * An Act to in-
crease the number of members in the House of Assembly,and provide for
the representation thereof,” for the following reasons: first, because even
waiving the irrcgularity of the demand at this stage of the procedings,
the Bill, as passed by the Assembly.has always formed the subject of pro-
longed agitation,and several fruitless conferences betiveen both branches;
secondly, because the Bill so passed is a just and fair measure to all class-
es, denominations and interests,in this Island,and particularly in reference
to the principle of population in its general bearing ; thirdly, because it
contains several substantial concessions to the views of the Council, in
trebling the present representation of the Districts of Trinity and Bonavista,
in subdividing St. John’s, and imposing clection expenses on Candidates;
while an increase of only fifty per cent on its present Representation was
given to the District of St. Mary’s and Placentia, and that of every other
District was dcubled, where population woulld permit, except in Concep-
tion Bay. where the liberal interest surrendered one member, while no
concession whatever has been made to the views of the Assembly,or the
interests of the liberal party : fourthly, because that Bill has been submu-
ed by both brauches to the Imperial Goverment for their decision’; and
while the fairness of the measure,and the conduct of the Assembly there-.
on have received the approval of the Imperial Authorities, the dmend-
ment-of the Council. in.reference:to the district of Burin, made lust -ses-
sion, has been.expressly condewancd ; fiithly, because the.recent Despatch
of the Secretary of Stutz, on. the subject: of- the -existing.diﬂ'ercn.ccs,_'

"y
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requires mutual concessions in reference to- the only. two unm-
settled preliminaries to the introduction of Responsible Government,
one being the passing of this Bill, and the other the adjust-
ment of the Attorney-General’s Retiring Allowance ; and this House, con-
trary to what it conceived to be strictly just, but for the purpose of ter-
minating this unfortunate contest, having expressed its willingness to
abandon its previous resolution on the allowance to be granted to the
Attorncy General, and meet the views of the Secretary of State thereon,
therefore conceives that it has a right to expect, under all the circum-
stances, in a spirit of mutual concession, the assent of the Council to the
Representation Bill, so sanctioned and passed ; and lastly, besides the
foregoing reasons, it is evident that no practical result can come from a
renewal of exciting conflicts on this vexed question, as nothing new can be
advanced on either side, and any proposal to take away the only member
allowed to the District of St. Mary’sand Placentia, over its present repre-
sentation, and thus comparatively disfranchise the liberal electors of that
district could not be entertained under any circumstances by this House ;
and this House, having agreed to the proposal of the Council, made last ses-
sion, to add a third member to the representatioa of Bonavista, in the hope
of conciliating the Council and settling the measure, has now no desire to
retract that concession, and is resolved to adhere to its resolution not to
recede in any respect {from the said Bill.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council.

Then the House adjourned till te-morrow at Two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 2¥p Noveubzer, 1854,

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty 8 Coancd brou"ht down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEARPR,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint'the Honse of Assembly that they have
passed the Bill entitled ““ An Act to increase the present number of Re-
presentatives in the General Assembly of this Island and to regulate the
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Representation thereof” with some.Amendments, to which they request
the concurrence of the House of Assembly.

The Council desire at the same time to state to the House of Assembly
the reasons which have guided them in adopting the Amendments. which
the Council have introduced into the Bill.

Desirous as they are to actin accordance with the spirit of the Despatch
from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, the Council are willing to make
such concession, and to exercise such forbearance as may be reasonably
expected from them, and which tbe Despatch recommends for the guid-
ance of both branches of the Legislature ; and they .have consequently
adopted the Bill of the House of Assembly with only such amendmen ts
as, in the judgment of the Council, recognise the principle of population
more fully and more perfectly than does the Bill of the Assembly.

These Amendments are simply the withdrawal of one member from
each of the Districts of Bonavista, and Placentia and St. Mary:—the
effect of this would be (as shown in the Table appended hereto) to equal-
ize, as far as may be, the number of Represcutatives in regard to popula-
tion, while the discrepancy which exists in the Bill, in givinga larger ro'..-
tive number of Members to a District: with a smaller population than one
not so fully represented, would be avoified.

The Council offer this free expla.natxon of the motives which have guid-
ed them in their consideration of the measure which is now before them,
and they cannot but entertain the hope that the concessions they have
made to effect a settlement of a question, the prolonged agitatjon of which
cannot be beneficial to the public, and which it is desirable to terminate,
will be acceded to by the House of Asgembly.

Amendments of the Council arranged according to Population returns.

No. District. Inhabitants. Members.
1 Conception Bay 28,026 7.
2 St. John's 25,199 6.
3 Trinity - 8,01 3.
4 Bonavista 7,227 2.
b Twillingate and Fogo 6,744 2.
6 Placentia and St. Maxys 6,473 2.
7 Ferryland .4,681 2.
8 - Burin 4,358 2.
9 . Fortune Bay - 2,920 1.

10 La Poile 2,180 L

. 28,
Council Chamber, E. M. ARCHIBALD
24 November,; 1854. ; C ) " Presiding” Member.
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And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

The Amendments made by Her Majesty’s Council in and upon the
Bill entitled ¢ An Act toincrease the present number of Representatives
in the General Assembly of this Island and to regulate the Repicsentation
thereof”’ were read a first time, and are as follow :—

In the first Section of the Bill, expunge the word ¢ thirty”” and insert
¢ twenty-eight” in lieu thereof.

11th and 51¢t lines—expunge the word *¢ three”
in each of these lines respectively, and insert the word * two” instead
thereof.

On motiom of Mr, LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. EMErsox,

Resolved,—That the following Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Coun-
cil ;—

M. PRESIDENT,—

The House of Assembly respectfully inforns Her Majesty's Council that
having considered the reasons of the Council for the Amendments made
made by them in the Bill entitled ¢ An Act to increase the number of
Representatives in the General Assembly of this island and to regulate
the representation thereof,” they have disagreed to the said Amendments
for the reasons heretofore commnnicated by them to the Council,

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson do take the Message to
Her Majesty’s Council.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 3rp NoveuBER, 1854,

Mr. SuEea presented a Petition from James S. Clift and others, mer.
chants of St. John's, which was received and read, setting forth,—The
seriousinjury they sustain from the inefficient mode in which the maiis
are conveyed between thisand Halifax, and praying that the House will
adopt measures to remedy the evil. .

Ordered,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table,



NEWFOUNDLAND. 73

Mr. SHEA gave notice that'on to-morrow he would move for the ap-

pointment of a Select Committee to inquire into the statements set forth tion.

in the foregoing Petition, and to make a report thereon.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 6Tu NovEMBER, 1854,

Mr. LirTLE, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presenfe&
to the Housea written Message from His Excellency the Governor, sign-
ed by His Excellency.

The said Message was read by the Speaker, all the members being un-
covered, andis as follows :—

I requested Instructions from Her Majesty’s Government with reference
to the necessity ofa suspending clause being added to the Representation
Bill, and expected instructions on the subject by the last mail,

My Despatch has been acknowledged by the Secretary of State, but the
matter is still under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government,

Under these circumstances therefore I am precluded from assenting to
a Representation Bill which does not contain a suspending clause—at
ieast to any Bill which may be passed before the arrival of the next mail.

K.B.H.
Ordered,—That that the said Message do lie upon the Table. :

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address to

His Excellency the Governor, in reply to His Excellency’s Message of this
day.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. HoeseTt,
Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to take info consi-

deration the present mode of carrying out the mail service; and to make
a report thereon to the House,

Notice for committee res-
pecting the foregoing Petin

Message from His Exc
lenecy the Governor,

On Table.

Notice ot Address to Gover~
nor.
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Ordered,—That Mr. Shea, Mr. Hogsétt, Mr. Little, Mr. Hoyles, and

- Mr. Warren, do formsuch Committee.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock,

WEDNESDAY, 8ta NoveEMBER, 1854.

On motion of Mr. LirTLE, (pursuant to notice) seconded by Mr. Sgea,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor in reply to His Excellency’s Message on the subject of the

Representation Bill.
To His Excellency Ker BAILLIE HAMILTO’\T, FEsq.,
Governor and Commander-in-Clief inand over
the Island ¢f Newfoundland and its Dependen<
cies, &c.

MAY IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully inform Your Excellency,in reply
to Your Excellency’s message of yesterday, stating your objection to assent
to the Representation Bill without a suspending clause, that in their opm-
ion, such a clause is unnecessary, in this instance, under the Royal Instruc
tions for the following reasons, which are submitted for Your Excellency’s
consideration ; first, because a draft of the Bill has been already trans-

_mitted to the Secretary of State for the colonies, for.the information and

decision of the Imperial Government, whose pleasure has been expressed
thereon ; secondly, because this Bill has been referred back to the local
Legislature for settlement, and the present extraordinary session has been
called at this inconvenient and unusual period of the year, under the In-
structions of the Imperial Government, in theix anxiety to expedite the
final adjustment of this and the other, preliminary to the introduction of
Responsible Government,—thirdly, bzcause althouoh Her Majestv’s At-
torney-General, was fully aware of the objection, yet neither he nor any
of Your Excellency’s other confidential advisers taok exception to the
Bill for the aﬁse‘uce of such a clause, but clearly shewed, by their treat-
ment of the measure 1n the Council, that it was not necessary ; for while
they amended the Bill in other respects, they did not attempt to attach

.. any suspending clause to it; on the contrary, the Assembly were clearly

given to understand if this House assented to the amendments of the
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Council, the Bill as amended, would have been passed without any diffi-
culty being even mentioned on this head.

Under these circumstances this House trust that Your Excellency will,
upon further consideration see the propriety of assenting to the Bill, with-
out a suspending clause, should it be passed by the Counrcil.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel--

lency the Governor, by Mr, Littia and Mr. SHEA, -

Then the Housc adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

FRIDAY, 10t Noveuner, 1854.

Mr. HiNRARAN gave notice that on to:fnorrow he would move for leave
to bring in a Bill for the encouragement of Education :

Also, that he would move the suspension of the Rules of the House in
reference thereto.

Mr. Srea gave notice that on to-morrow he would move that a-Supply
be granted to Her Majesty :

Also, that he will move the suspension of the rules of the House to ena-
ble the House to go into Committee of the Whole on Supply:

Also, that on to-morrow he will move for leave to introduce a Bill to
provide for the retiring allowances of Officers of this Government.

Mr. HoosETT gave mnotice that on to-morrow he would move for the
appointment of a Select Committee on Contingencies.

Mr. SuE., (in the absence of Mr. HorLEs,) gave notice that on to-mor-

row he would move for leave to bring in a Bill to incorporate the Union
Bank.

Mr. HocseTT gave notice that on to-morraw he will move an Address
toHis Lxcellency the Governor, with reference to the action of the Gov-
ernment on the addrecs, passed last session, upon the subject of the con-

duct of His Honor Judge DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit, in the fall
of 1852 and 1853.

Committes to present.
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Mr. WixseR gave notice that on to-morrow, or as early a day as possi:
ble, he will move an Address to the Governor most respectfully requesting
him to cause the following returns to be laid before the House :—

A Statement of the whole expenditure on account of the poor in the
year 1853, for, and in caeh Electoral District separately, distinguishing
the amount paid in cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the
names of all persons to whom each particular was entrusted, with the de-
tails of the distribution thereof, for, and in every district ; also, the same
particular statement for the first six months in the year 1854.

A particular statement of the expenditure in relief of the labouring
Poor in the year 1853, (exclusive of the Road Acts, 14 Vic., and 16, Vic.,)
in each Electoral District separately, distinguishing the amount paid in
cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the names of the persons
entrusted with the payment thereof, and a detailed account of the names
of the persons employed, and the prices charged them for each article
paid in provisions, and the amount given per day for their labor, if em<
ployed by the day ; if by contract, a copy of the contract; also, the same
particular statement for the first six mounths of the year 1854:

A detailed statement of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer’s
account, for employing the labouring poor of St. John’s from the Re-build-
ing Act fund, stating the name of, and the sum paid to each person in
cash, and at what rate per day, and the time and place and date of such
work ; if done by contract, the copy of the contracts, and if paid in provi-
sions, the price charged for each article, and the name or names of the
persons by whom it was delivered or paid in cash.

A detailed statement of the sum of £150 charged in the Treasurer’s
account for the breakwater at Bonavista.

A detailed statement of the sum of £291 0s. 4d., charged in the Trea-
surer’s account, as paid in carrying out the provisions of the Land Act.

A statement in detail of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer’s
account as paid for Potatoe seed and Grain, stating the amount in each
Electoral District, the persons names entrusted with the delivery, and the
names of the recipients thereof.

A Statement of all sums of money received at the Market House, and
Government Wharf, since their completion, with a particular statement
of its application.

A Statement of all sums expended torepair and improve Government
House during the years 1851, 52, 53, and "54, to the month of October,
18b4. \ s
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A Statement in detail of £490 8s., sent to Outports, on the responsibil-
ity of His Excellency the Governor, in the year 1852,and not yet account-
ed for. See the report of the Commissioners of Audit of the I4th June,
1853.

A Statement in detail of the expenditure of the amonnt of £2385 2s.
6d., found in different Warrants, from No. 150 to No. 275 inclusive, paid
in 1853, on the Governor’s responsibility, or without the sanction of law,
stating the amount for each Electoral District separately.

Then the House adjourned till to-marrow at Two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 11t NoveMBER, 1654,

Mr. Hovres presented a Petition from Wm, Gallop and others, inhabi-
tants of Fortune Bay, Placentia Bay, and settlements in the Southern Dis-
trict of the island, which was reccived and read,—Praying that the line
of road constructed by the London, New York, and Newfoundland Eleo-
tric Telegraph Company may for the future be used as the mail route in.
stead of having the service conducted as at present, they being of opinion
that it will not only be more satisfactory to the public, but likewise a
saving of expense to the colony.

Mr. BemsTER presented a Petition from James Seaton, one of the
Official Reporters of the House of Assembly, which was received and read,
praying that compensation may be made him for his services in report-
ng the debates of last session, during the illness of the second Reporter ;
and also that he may be remunerated for reporting and publishing the
debates during the first week of the present session.

Mr. Benwing presented a Petition” from Wm. Butler of Burin, which’

was received and read,—Prayving that compensation may be made him
for the loss sustained by him in building a substantial suspension Bridge
over Tides brook.

Ordered—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Mr. HanramaN, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a

Bill for the encouragement of Education, and the same was read a first e

time.

Petition from Fortune s~~
Placentia Bays for alte
tion in the mail ronte,

Petition from James Seaton
for compengation.,

Petitionfrom Wm, Butler
for coxmpensation,

On Table,

Education Bill read sk
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On motion of Mr, HANRAEAN, seconded by Mr. SuEa,

Rules suspended. Resolved,~—That the Rules of the House be fuspended in reference to
the said Bill.

Ordered,~—That the Bill be nowread a second time.
Read 2nd time, And the Bill wasreada second time accordingly.

Crdered,~That the House do now resolve itselfinto a Committee of the
Whole upon the said Bill.

Committed, And the House resclved itself into the said Committee accordingly.

Mr. Seeaker left the Chair.

Mr. BEmisSTER tovk the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Seraser resumed the Chair.

Reported with smendment,  Lhe Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
Bill to them referred, and had passed the same with an amendment, which
they had directed him to report to the House, and he handed the Bill and
amendment 1n at the Clerk’s Table

Amendment «ffrmed, And the saidamendment having been read throughout a first and sec~
ond time, was, uponthe question put thereon, agreed to by the House.

Ordered,—That the Bill as amended, be engrossed, and’ read a third

Time of ord reading. s
ot srd reading time on Wednesday next,

Retising al B Mr. SmEa, pursuant to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to

etirin OWance ni . . . .

read Lsttimo, provide for the Retiring Allowances of certain Officers of Government,
and the same was read a first time.

Time of second seading. Ordered,—That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next.

Onmotion of Mr. Smes, {pursuant to notice) seconded by Mr. LizTLE,

Resolved,—That a Supply be granted to Her Majesty.

Supply ) . .
Riopy granted to Her On motior of Mr, SuEa, (pursuant to notice) seconded by Mr. LiTtLE,

That the Rules of the House be suspended in referenceto the Supply
Rules suspended. granted to Her Majesty.

Ordered—That the House do now resolve itself into a. Committee of
the Whole upon Supply.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Comumittee of Supply; Mr. SpEAKER lefi the Chair.

Mr. HANRAHAN took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SpEARER resumed the Chair.
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The Chairman reported from the Committec that they had made some
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to ask
leave tosit again on the further consideration thereof.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again on Monday
next,

Mr. Snea, (in the abs nce of Mr. Hoyles) oun leave granted, presented a
Bill o Iucorporate the Univa Bank of Newfoundland, and the same was
read a first time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be read a second time on Monday next.

On motion of Mr.HocseTT,(pursuant to notice) seconded by Mr. L1TTLE,

Resolved,—~That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor—

To His Exrcellency Ker BaiLLie Hamirton, Esquire,
Glovernor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&ec., &c.

-

MAY 1T PLEASE YoUn EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that Your
Excellency will be pleased to inform the House what action has been tak-
en by the Government of this colony on the Address passed by this House
in its last session, to Your Excellency,in reference to the conduct of the
Hon. Judge DesBarres, on the Southern Circuit of this colony, in the
falls of the years 1852and 1853.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor by Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Little. -

On motion of Mr. HocGserr, pursuant to notice, seconded by Mr.
HaNRAHAY,

Resolved,—That a Select Committee be appointed to inquaire into the
Contingencies of the last and present sessions of the Legislature.

Ordered,—That Mr. Hogsett, Mr. Hanraban, Mr, Shea, Mr. Little and
Mr. Talbot,do form such Committee.

On motion of Mr. WiNsER, seconded by Mr. LirrLe, -

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented be presented to His
Excellency the Governor :—

Progeis renotted.

Union Bank Incorporation
Bill read 1st time,

Time of sccond reading.

Address in reference to con
duct of Judgs DesBasres,

Committee appointed. -



Address to Qovernor, for
Re:urns.

80 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL-ASSEMBLY

To His Excellency Ker Bairvrie Haminton, Esg.,

 Governor and. Commander-in-Chief in and over

. the Island of Newfoundland and its Dependen-
cies, &c.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to request that Your
Excellency will be pleased to cause the following Returns to be laid be-
fore the House :

A Statement of the whole expenditure on account of the poorin the
year 1853, for, and in caeh Electoral District separately, dislinguishing
the amount paid in cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the
names of all persons to whom each particular was entrusted, with the de-
tails of the distribution thereof, for, and in every district ; also, the same
particular statement for the first six months in the year 1854.

A particuiar statement of the expenditure in relief of the labouring
Poor in the year 1853, (exclusive of the Road Acts, 14 Vic., and 16, Vic. )
in each Electoral District separately, distinguishing the amount paid in
cash from the amount paid in provisions, and the names of the persons
entrusted with the payment thereof, and a detailed account of the names
of the persons employed, and the prices charged them for each article
paid in provisions, and the amount given per day for their labor, if em-
ployed by the day; if by contract, acopy of the contract; also, the same
particular statement for the first six months of the year 1354.

A detailed statement of the sum of £600 charged in the Treasurer’s
account, for employing the labouring poor of St. John’s from the Re-build-
ing Act fund, stating the name of, and the sum paid to each person in
cash, and at what rate per day, and-the time and place and -date of such
work ; if done by contract, the copy of the contracts, and if paid in provi-
sions, the price charged for each article, and the name or names of the
persons by whom it was delivered or paid in cash.

A detailed statement of the sum of £150 charged in the Treasurer’s
account for the breakwater at Bonavista.

A detailed statement of the sum’ of £291 0s. 4d,, charged in the Trea-
surer’s account, as paid in carrying outthe provisions of the Land Act.

A statement in detail of the sum of £600 charged in_the Treasurer’s
account as paid for Potatoe seed and Grain, stating the amount in each
Electoral District, the persons names entrusted wuh the delivery, and the
names of the recipients thereof,

-
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A:Statement of all sums of money received at the Market House, end
Government Wharf, since their completion, with a particular statement
of its application.

A Statement of all sums expended to repair and improve Government
House during the years 1851, 52, ’53, and ’54, to the month of Ostober,
1854,

A Statement in detail of £490 8s., sent to Outports, on the responsibil-
ity of His Excellency the Governor, in the year 18562,and not yet account-
ed for. See the report of the Commissioners of Audit of the 14th Juue,
1853.

A Statement in detail of the expenditure of the amonnt of £2385 2s.
6d., found in different Warrants, from No. 150 to No. 275 inclusive, paid
in 1853, on the Governor’s responsibility, or without the sanction of law,
stating the amount for each Electoral District separately.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex.
cellency the Governor, by Mr. Hogsett and Mr Little.

Mr. Suea presented a petition from George James Hogsett of Saint
Johu’s, which was received and read, settinig forth,—That since 1853 he
has reported the proceedings of the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts,
and praying that an amount may be awarded h1m in consideration of his
services.

Mr. SaEa also presented a petition from Joseph Woods of St. John's,
which was received and read, praying that the annual grant for publish-
ing the Newfoundland Almanac may be made him.

Ordered.—That the said Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 13tu. NovEMBER, 18564.

On motion of Mr. HoyLEs, seconded by Mr. Suxa,

Resolved,~—~That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to
all measures before the House.

Committee to present.

Petition from G.J.Hoguett.

Petition from J. Woods:

On Table,



Union Bank Billread 2nd
time.

Committee on Union Bank
Bill,

Bill passed.

Read third time.

Passed and titled.

Supply.

Progress reported!

Notice of Address to Geya
ernor.

Notice for suspension of
Rules.
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Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to incorporate the Union Bank
of Newfoundland was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. HovLEs, seconded by Mr. SuEa,

Resolved,~~That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole upon the said Bill

And the House resolved itsclf into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SpEAKER left the Chair.

Mr. BeEmisTER took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. SpEsxER resumed the Chair.,

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they hod passed the
Bill to them referred without amendment, and he handed the Bill in at
the Clerk’s Table. ‘

Ordered—That the Bill be engrossed and read a third time this day,
And the Bill wasread a third time accordingly.
On motion of Mr. Hovwzs, seconded by Mr. Suza,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled “ An Act to Incorporate
the Union Bank of Newfoundland.”

Ordered,~That Mr. Hoyles, and Mr. Shea, do take the Bill to Her
Majesty’s Council and desire their concurrence.

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit
tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of Supply.

Mz. SpEAKER left the Chair.
Mr. Hanranan took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr, SPEAKER resumed thg Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had made son
progress in the business to them referred, and had instructed him to a:
eave to sit again on the further consideiation thereof to-morrow.

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit again to-morrow.

Mr. Lirrie gave notice that on to-morrow, he will move an Address to
the Governor on the subject of the salary and absence of Aaron Hog-

sett, Esqr: ’

Also, that on to-morrow, he will move the suspension of the Rules in
reference to all business that may be brought before the House.
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Ce e s e Notice of Address to Gey.
Mr. Bemister gave notice that on to-morrow he will move an Address emor.

to His Excellency the Governor, praying His Excellency to take into con-
sideration the petitions of James Colman, proprietor of the Tnmty Pack-
et,and James Collins, proprietor of the Placertia Bay Packet.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

TUESDAY, 14tu NovEMBER, 1854,

On motion of Mr. LiTrLr, seconded by Mr. Suea,

Resolved,—That the Rules of the House be suspended in reference to
all business that may be brought before the House during the remainder
of this session.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Touse resolved itself into a Commit’
tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of Supply.

Mr. Spcaker left the Chair.
Mr. Hanrauan took the Chair of the Committec.
My, Sreaxecr resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committce, that they liad considered
the business to them referred, and had come to certain Resolutions there-
on which they had directed him to report to the House ; and he handed
the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table,where the same were read as fol-
fows ;—

Resoved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee ‘that ‘there be
granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and suceessors, the sum of Ten Thou-
sand and Six Pounds, to defray the salaries of the undermentioned
officers : —

Resolutions reported.

'Fhe Clerk of the Executive Council, Two Hubdred Pousds.
Two Clerks in the Secretary’s Office, Four Hundred Pounds.

An Office keeper to the Segreiafy’s btﬁce, Sixty Pounds.
A Messenger af the Secretary’s Office, Sixty Pounds.
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The Colonial Treasurer, Five Hundred Pounds.

The Clerk in the Treasurer’s Office, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds,
Provided that the Treasurer shall pay into the Treasury any amount or
salary he may receive as Cashier of the Savings’ Bank.

The Chief Clerk and Registrar of the Supreme and Ceutral Circuit
Courts, Three Hundred and Tifty Pounds, together with Fifty Ponuds to
defray the salary of a Clerk Assistunt ; also Twenty Poundsfor the pur-
chase of printed forms ; Pigvided, that all fees and perquisites received,
or that shall be received in or by virtue of the said office, or i any way
connected therewith, shall be accounted for, and paid over half-yearly to
the Colonial Trensurer,

The Clerk of the Northern Circuit Court, Two Hundred Pounds:
The Clerk of the Southern Circuit Court, Two Hundred Pounds.
The Crier and Tipstaff ofthe Supreme Court, Sixty Pounds.

The Crier and Tipstaff of the Northern Circiit Court at Harbor Grace;,
- Twenty Pounds.

Three Police Magistrates for St. John’s, Nine Hundred Pounds:

The Police Inspector at St. John’s, Sixty Pounds.

The High Constable at St. John’s, Eighty Pounds.

Ten Police Constables for St. Joha’s, Four Hundred and Fifty
Pounds.

The Gaoler for St. John’s, One FHundsed and Fifty Pounds, in lieu of

fees, which are to be accounted for and paid over to the Colonial Treasu<
rer.

The Gaol Surgeon of St, john’s, Forty Pounds.
The Hospital Surgeon for St. John’s, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds,

The District Surgeon for St. John’s, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds,
and Fifty Pounds for procuring and supplying medicines.

The Physician of the Lunatic Asylam at St. John’s, Two Hundred
Pounds.

The Gaol Surgeon at Harbor Grace, ’1‘1ﬁrty Pounds.

The Gate-keeper at Government House, Twenty-six Pounds.
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The Attorney-General, in lieu of all fecs of office, Two Hundred and
Fifty Pounds.

The Solicitor-General, in lieu of all fees of office, including all chafges

and fecs for any person prosecuting for the Crown on the Northern Cir-
cuit, Two ITundred Pounds.

Resuived,—That it is the cpinion of this Committee that the sum of
Oune Thousand nine hundred and Sixty-five Pounds be granted to Iler Ma-
jesty, Her Heirs or Successors; towards defraying the salaries of the un.
dermentioned Qutport Magistrates, us foilows ;—

A Mogistrate for Brigusand Port-de-Grave, One Hundred and Fifty
Pounds,.

A Magistrate at Ilarbor Grace, 'T'wo Flundred Pounds.

A Magistrate at Carbonear, One Hundred and Fifty Pounde.
A Magistrate at Trinity, One Huadred and Fifty Pounds.

A Magistrate at Bonavista, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds.

A Magistrate for Twillingate and Fogo, One Hundred and Thirty
Pounds.

A Magistrate at Bay Bulls, One I-I—un.d‘red'l‘)ouuds.

A Magistrate at Ferryland, One Hundred Pounds.

A Magistrate at St. 3! ary"s, One Hundred and Thirty Pounds.
A Magistrate at Placentia, One Hundred and Thirty Pounds.

A Magistrate at Burin, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds:

A Magistrate at Harbor Briton, One Hundred Pounds.

A Magistrate at Grand Bank, One Hundred and Thirty Pounds.
A Magistrate at Old Perlican, One Hundred and Thirty Pounds.

Resolved,—That it is theopinion of this Committee that the sum of
Nine Hundred and Sixty-six Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her
Heirs or Successors, towards defraying the salaries of the undermentione.”
Outport Coustables, as follows—

One Constable at Petty Harbor, Twenty Ponnds.
One Constable at Torbay, Twenty Pounds.
One Constable at Portugal Cove, Twenty Pounds.
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~One Constable at:South Shore, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Harbor Main, Twelve Pohhds.‘
One Constable at Cat’s Cove, Twelve Pounds.

Two Constables at Brigus and Port-de-Grave, Fifty Pounds.
One Constable at Bay Roberts, Twelve Pounds.
Three Coustables at Harbor Grace, Cre Hundred Pounds.
Three Constables at Carbonear, Seventy-five Pounds.
One Constable at Bay-de-Verd, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Western Bay, Twelve Pounds,
One Constable at Hant's Harbor; Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Perlican, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Heart’s Content, Twelve Pounds.
» One Constable at New Harbor, Twelve Poiinds.
Two Constables at Trinity, Thirty-seven Pounds.
One Constable at Catalins, Twenty-five Pounds.
One Constable at Bonavista, Twenty-five Pounds.

One Constable at Tickle Cove, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at King’s Cove, Twelve Pounds.- -
One Constable at Salvage, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Greenspond, Twelve Pouné;.

Three Constables at Twillingate and Fogo, For-ty-hix;e Pounds.
Onei Constable at Exploits Bay, Twelve Pounds.
One Tonstable at Bay Bulls, Twenty-five Pounds.
‘One Constable at Witless Bay, Twelve‘Pounds.
One Constable at Toad’s Cove, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Brigus, South, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at Cape Broyle, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Caplin Bay, Twelve Pounds.
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One Constable at Ferryland, Twenty-five' I'ounds.

One Constable at Aquaforte, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Fermeuse, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at Renews, Twelve Pounds

Onc Constable at Trepassey, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at Placentia, Twenty-five Pounds.
One Constable at Little Placentia, Twelve Pounds,
One Constable at Saint Mary's, Twenty-five Pounds,
One Constable at Oderin, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at Merasheen, Twelve Pounds.
Cne Constable at Burin, Twenty-five Pounds.
One Constable 4t St. Lawrence, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Lamaline, Twelve Pounds.

Onc Constable at Grand Bank, 'fwelvc Pounds.
Onc Constable at Jersey Ifarbor, Lielve Pounds.
One Constable at Harbor Briton, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Hermitage Bay, Twelve Pounds.

One Constable at Burgeo Islands, Twelve Pounds.
One Constable at Spaniard’s Bay, Twelve Pounds.

Resoived,—That it iz the opinion of this Committee that there be
aranted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and successors, the sum of Five Hun-
dred and Eichty-five Pounds towards defraying the Salarics of the under-
mentioned Outport Clerks of the Peace, as follows:—

A Clerk of the P’eace for. Brigus and Port-de-Grave, Sixty Pounds,

A Clerk of the Peace at Harbour Grace, One Hundred and Fifty
Pounds. :

A Clerk of the Peace at Carbonear, Sixty Pounds.
A Clark of the Peace at Irinity, Sixty Pounds.

A Cleik ef the Peace at Bonavista, Forty-five Pounds.
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A Clerk of the Peace for Twillingate and Fogo, Forty-five Pounds.
A Clerk of the Peace at Ferryland, Sixty Pounds.

A Clerk of the Peace at Placentia, Thirty-five Pounds.

A Clerk of the Peace at Harbor riton, Thirty-five Pounds.

A Clerk of the Peace at Burin, Thirty-five Pounds.

Provided that all Fees of Office received by the said respective Clerks
of the Peace shall be accounted for by them and paid over half-yearly to
the Colonial Treasurer.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that there be grant
ed to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, the sum of Two Hundred
aud Ten Pounds towards defraying the salaues of the undermentioned
Outport Gaolers, as follows :—

A Gaoler at Harbor Grace, Ninety Pounds; Provided that all Fees of
Office received by him shall be accountcd for and paid over to the Colo-
nial Treasurer.

A Gaoler at Trinity, Twenty.five Ponnds.
A Gaoler at Bonavista, Ten Pounds.

A Gaoler and Constable at Twillingate and Fogo, Ten Pouuds.

i

A Gaoler at Ferrvland, Twenty-five Pounds.
A Gaoler at Placentia, Twenty-five Pounds.

A Gaoler at Burin, Twenty-five Pounds.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sam of
Two Hundred Pounds be granted to' Hér Majesty, Her Heirs or Success _
ors, towards defraying the ordinary expenses of Court Houses and Gaols.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
8ix Hundred Pounds be granted. to IIer Majesty, Her Heirs or Success-
ors, towards defraying the expenses of Gaols.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Five Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Success-
ors, towards defraying the expenses of Printing and Stationery.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of thls Committee that the sum of
Three Hundred Pounds be granted to Het Majesty, Her Heirs or Suc-
eessors, towards defraying the expenses of Crown Prosecutions.
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Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committec that the sum of
Two Hundred Poundsbe granted to Her Majesty, Iler Heirs cr Success-
ors, towards defraying the expenses of Coroners.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committec that the sum of
Four Hundred andfifty Pouns be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs
or Successors, towards defraying the expenses of Fuel and Light for
Public Buildings.

Resolved,—That it is theopinion of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred and Twenty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs
or Successors, towards defraying the expenscs of Postages and other in-
cidental expenses.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of Six
Thousand Pounds bz granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,
towards the Relief of the Poor.

Resolved,—-That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of One
Thousand Two Hundred Pounds be granted to Ier Majesty, Her IHeirs
or Successors, towaids defraying the expenses of Lunatic Paupers.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred Pouads be granted to Her Majeaty,Hex Heirs or Successors,
towards the relief of Shipwrecked Sealing Crews.

Resolved,—That it is the opision of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred and Forty-three Pounds, Six Shillings, and Eight Pence,
be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succcssors, towards defrayirg
the expenses of lighting Saint John’s with Gas.

Resoved,—That it is thc opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Thirty-six Pounds and Ten Shillings be granted to Her Majesty, Her

Heirs or Successors, towards defraying the expenses ot the Men statloned
at Fort Amhecrst.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum og
Fifty Pounds be granted to Iler Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to-
wards payment of Duties on Wines imported or puxchaspd for the use of
the Military.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Sisty Pounds be granted to Iler Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to-
wards defraying the Salary of the Keeper of the Colonial Building.

Resalved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Fifty Pouads be granted to Her \IaJesty, Her eirs or Successors, to-
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wards defraying the Annual-Allowance to the Widow of the late: James
Blaikie, Esquire.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sam of
Forty Pounds, be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to
Matthew Stevenson, as Pension.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that:the sum of
Ten Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to Ro-
bert Connell, as gratuity for past services.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Ten Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to Ro-
bert Smith, Constable, Greenspond.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Three Hundred and Two Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs
or Successors. towards defraying the allowances of the following Ferry-
men :—

To a Ferryman at Manuals, Ten Ponnds.
To a Ferryman at Great Placentia, Twenty-five Pounds.

To a Ferryroan at Little St. Lawrence, Ten Pounds.

To a Ferryman at Salmonier, Twenty-five Pounds.
To a Ferryman between Burin and Spoon Cove, Twenty Pounds.

To a Ferryman at Biscry Bay, Fifteen Pounds.

To a Ferryman at Portugal Cove, Twenty-five Pounds.

To a Ferryman at Holyrood, Thirty Pounds ;—that is to say, for a Boat
to be stationed near Crawley’s on the South side and a Boat necar Haley's
on the north side ofthe Harbour, Fifteen Pounds each.

To aFertyman at Aquafort, Fifteen Pounds.
To a Ferryman at Trinity, Twenty five Pounds.

To aFerryman at Malbay, Twelve Pounds.

To a Ferryman at John’s Pond, North Harbour and Salmonier, Thirty
Pounds,

To a Ferryman between Belle Isle and Topsail, Twenty Pounds.

To a Ferryman between Harbour Grace and Thoras Fitzgerald’s on
the South side of the Harbour Twénty-five Pourids.
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To a Ferryman at Mortier Bay, Fiftcen Pounds.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that there be
granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs and successors, the sum of Five Hun-
dred Pounds to defray Unforeseen Contingencies.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Twenty-five Pounds, be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes-
sors, towards the support of the Doreas Socicty at Carbonear.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Twenty.five Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,
towards the support of the Dorcas Society at Harbor Grace.

Resolved,~That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum’ of
One Hundred and fifty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs
or Successors, towards the support of the Agricultural Society : Provided
that the sum of One Hundred Pounds, part of the said sum, shall be ex-
pended for that purpose ir the Outports of this Island.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Sixty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to
George J. Hogsett, Esq., for reporting and publishing the Law Reports-

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Sixty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, tce
wards dctraying the expenscs of the Pheenix Volunteer Fire Company
of St. John's,

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Commitiee that the sum of
Twenty-five Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,
to Joseph Woods, towards defraying the expenses of Publishing an Al

mabac.

Resolved —That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Twenty-five Pounds, be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,
to the Harbor Grace Gas Light Company, towards defraying the expecsas
of Lighting Twelve Gas Lamps in that Town.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,
towards defraying the expenses of the Night Watch in St. John’s.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred and Twenty-one Pounds, Five Shillings, be granted to Her
Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to James Tobin to reimburse him for
salaries paid to Police Constables and Clerk of the Peace at St. George's

Bay. u
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Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee thdt the sum 6f3i*’ifty
Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors; towards the
support of the Dorcas, Somety, St. John’s..

Resolved,—~That itis the opinion of this Committet that the sum of One
Hundred Pounds be granted to. Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors,

~ towards the support of the Factory, St. Jabn’s,

Resolved—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Fifty Pounds be granted to.:Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, to-

.wards the sapport of -the Industmal Depzntmeut of the Orphan Asylum

School at St. John's,

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of.this Committee that the sum of
Thirty-five Pounds be granted to-Her Majesty, Her Heirs or,Successors,
towards keeping and supporting:the Half-way House on the Salmonier
Road.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Four Hundred-Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Suc

- gessors,-towards the Relief of Outport Permanent Poor,

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of

- Twenty-five Pounds be granted to Iler Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes-

sors, to Donald Bethuney Sub-Collector at Carbonear, in addition to his

.annusl Salary.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Twenty-five Pounds be: granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes-

‘sors, to.-James Winter; Sub-Collector at :I'ogo, in addition to his annual
-Salary.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Commitiee that the sum of

‘Twenty-five. Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Succes-

sors, to Lorenzo Moore, Sub-Collector at Greenspond, in. addition to his
aunual Salary.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
One Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty,” Her Heirs-or Success-
ors, to defray the salary of a District Surgeon for Conception Bay.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion'* of this Committee that the sum of

. Eight Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Iler Heirs or Succes-

sors; towards the completion. of the Lunatic: Asylum.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this . Committee, that the” sum of
Forty Pounds be granted to Her \lajesty,Her Heirs or Successors,towards
the completion of the Commercial School at Burin,
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Resolred,—That it igtheé opidion’ of this' Coidmitted that the sum of
One Hundred Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her lleirs or Success-
ors, for the Wesleyan Training School in St. John's.

Resolved,—That it is the opiuion of ‘this Committee that the sum of
Thirty Pounds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successors, as
compensation to"John Chutchill,’schoolmaster at Burin, for arrears of
salary due to him.

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Fiity Pouunds be granted te:Her: Majesty, -Her:Heirs or ' Successors, to-
wards the drainage and sewerage of the grounds about the Colonial Baild-
ing.

Ordered,—That the said Resolutions be adopted.

Mr. SHea gave notice that on to-morrow he would:move' forleave to
bring in a Bill oprproprxauon in accordance with the foregoing Reso-
lutions.

A Message from Her, Majesty's Council,

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty's Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr, SPEAKER,~—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they re-
cede from the Amendments made by them on the -Bill entiiled-*¢-An.Act
to increase the present number of .Representatives in the General Assemn-
bly of this island, and to regulate the Renrescntatlon thereof.”

ROBERT LAYV,
President.
"Council Chambar,
14th Nov., 1851,
- And then the Messenger withdrew.
" Ordered,—That the said Message-do lie upém the Table.

Then the House adjouraed till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

Adopted.

Message from H.M.Couneil

Oa Table,
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‘WEDNESDAY, 1578 NoveMBER, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day. the Bill for the Encouragement of Edu-
cation wasread athird time, as engrossed.

On motion of Mr. HaNRARAN, seconded by Mr. Maroen,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, ‘and be. entitled “ An Act for the En-
couragement of Education.”

Ordered,~—That Mr. Hanrahan and Mr. March do take the Bill to Her
Majesty’s Council.

On motion of Mr. HoGSETT, 8econded by Mr. HanraHAN,

Resolved —That a Message be sent to Her Majesty’s Council request-
ing that they will furnish this House with the amount of their Contingen-
cies for the present Session.

Ordered —That Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Hanrahan do take the Message
to Her Majesty’s Council.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to provide for the Retiring Allow-
ances of certain Officials of Government, was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr, HoviEs,

Resolved —That the House do resolveitself into a Committee of the
Whole upon the said Bill presently.

On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. WINSER,

Resolved,~That the following Addressbe presented to His Excelleney
the Governor-—

To His Excellency Ker Baitrie Hamicron, Esquire,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e, &c

MaY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully inform Your Excellency that
they cordially sanction the arrangement heretofore existing between the
Executive and Aaron Hogsett, Esq., Clerk of the Peace for the Central
District of this Island, permitting that gentleman to reside out of this
colony, during the coatinuance of his 1mpa1red condition of health, and
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to draw from the public Treasury the sum of £200 stg., out of the salary
attached to that Officc ; Mr. Lilly, the efiicient acting Clerk of the Peace
for the time being, reeeiving the remainder of the said salary. This House
would deeply regret the disturbance of that arrangement, and most car-
nestly hope that Your Excellency will ofler no objection to it after this
unequivocal expression of the wishes of the House on behalf of an old
and faithful public servant, whose long services to this colony peculiarly
entitle him to the especial consideration of the government.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to ITis Ex-
cellency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Winser.

On motion of Mr. Suea, seconded by Mr. HovLes,

Rc.éolvcd,--That the House do resolveitself into a Committee of the
Whole upon the further cousideration of Supply.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committec accordingly.

Mr. SpeakkeRr left the Chair.
Mr. Haxranay tock the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. Speaker resumedd the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Conmnittee that they had considered
the business to them referred,and had come to certain Resolutions thereon
which they had directed him to report to the House, and he handed the
Resolutions in at the Clerk's Tuble, where the same were read asfollows:

Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this Committee that the sum of
Twenty-five Founds be granted to Her Majesty, Her Heirs or Successois,
to defray the expenses cf Registry of the Electors in the Electoral Dis-
trict of Burgeo and LaPoile— P ovided always.that it shall ‘ot be  neces-
sary for the purpose of any Elections that may be held nthe said District,
or any other Electoral Districts in this colony, within_one year from the
passing of this Act to take or revise the Registry of the Electoxs of any
of the said Districts, and the Registry of the Votes thereof Ist taken shall
be used at any election that may occur within the said period,so far as the
same can be made available, but nothing hereia contained shall be con-
streed to disqualify any Electors otherwise qualified, whose names shall
not appear on the Registry of Voters,from exercising their Elective Fran-
chise. .

Resolved,—That the balance remaining on hand of the sum of Four
Hundred Pounds granted to the Directors of the St. Tohp's Hospital “in
‘the year ;853, be made applicable and expended forthe gencral purposes
of that institution.

Cummittee to present,

Supply,

Progress reported.
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Report of Committee of Au-
dit,
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Resolved,—\W hereas the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds may be required
to be appropriated to the services aforesaid at a time when,in consequence
of the application of previous appropriations, the whole of such sum may
not be in the hands of the Colonial Treasurer, and unappropriated, and it
is therefore expedient to provide against any inconvenience that might be
occasioned to the public service by the happening of such contingency :
That it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of this colony to raise by loan
the whole or any part of the said Ten Theusand Pounds in the manner
and by the means and powers mentioned and prescribed in and by an
Act passed by the General Assembly of this island, in the seventeenth
yvear of the reign of Her Majesty the Queen. entitled ¢* An Act to raisc by
loan asum of money for the general purposes of the colony ;" and that
such someof money so to be raised on loan as aforesaid, with interest
thereon, shall be chargeable upon and repaid out of the public fundsof
this colonyat a period of not less than fifteen, or more than twenty years,
from the time of the borrowing thereof.

Ordered —That the said Resolutions be adopted.

Mr. Wisskr, from the Select Committee appointed to Audit the Pub-
lic Accounts, presented the Report, which he handed ia at the Cleik’s
Table, where the same was read as follows:—

The Committece of Audit,in making a partial report to vour Honcrable
House, have again to complain of the Executive, as the returns asked for
in the year 1852, of monies expeuded on the responsibility of the Gover-
nor and Council in the Outports, have not, even to this time, November,
1854, been accounted for,

From Conceptizn Bay to the amount of £132 2 2
“  Trinity Bay ¢ 20 9 7
“ Togo « 144 12 10
“  Bonavista 8 102 3 3
“  Burin ¢ 8 7 3
“  Fortune Bay e 62 13 1
The Treasurer’s accounts for the year ending thc 10thof Janualy 1854,
are perfect]y satisfactory, the receipts for the year being £63,739 8 8
And the expenditure o 68,739 8 4
Leaving a balance aoamst the Colony of 4,999 19 8
‘The expenditure on account of the Poor is £3,500 0 O
Permanent Poor in the Outporcs 405 13 ¢
This statement under Roads and Bridges :
For St. Jobn's District N £1716 12
“  Conception Bay, ditto 1918 0 11
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For Trinity Bay Distiict : £637 9 2
Bonavista Bay “ - . 482 b6 2

“ TFogo « 6112 O

“ Fortune Bay “ o . L1917 8

“  Burin District o T 7153 3 4

“. Ferryland “ - - 33 1 7

* Holyrood to Salmonier 189 6 8

* Placentia to Rocky River - 613 210

* Salmonier to Placentia 30 17 b

“ 0 ‘ Rocky River 7 6 3

“ ¢« .8t Mary's . 159 6 6

“  Phicentia ¢ Distress 76 13 10

Ship- Harbour Road 3t 7 0

St. John's Streets - 1279 18 9

Tor employment of Poor on Roads 1221 17 @
From Rebuilding Act fund for ditto 600 0 O
The Treasurer's statement on the Postal Act Receipts 309 8 2
Expenditure 194 8 8

His statement on the Crown Land Aet, Receipts 2
Expenditure 1256 4 10

Receipts of Light dues ' . 2437 10 3
Expenditure 2615 12 0

4

From the want of returns on account of the Poor cxpenditure in the
different parts, which was about to be moved for, the Comuittee "begA to
say that they arc not prepared to make a full report at preseat.

The accounts received fiom the Central Road Board "ave very un:atis-
factory, as the sum of £1459 12 9 paid to Matthew Walbauk at sundry
tinves for the purpose of employing and paving the labouring Poor, has
been accounted for only to amount of £774 16, and even that mperfen Uy

The sum paid as Contingencies to the Road staff- Tor ‘St Joun’ s, (ot
the year of 1853 is £536 6 6
And in the year of 1852 - 693 10 0

Considerably.above what the Acts of 14th- and 16!h Vlctona would
warraut. e

There is a considerable difference in the statements of the expenditure
on Roads and Bridzes asshewn in the following Comparative Statement :

. Expenditwme Lxpendityre . |  kxpenditure

Names of Districts . by the by the. . } by the
' o Treasurer, Supervisor. ndt P'W.
St. John: £18%3 4 2| 3111 {6 B 403) 479

Concept:on 'Bay 1918 0 11 | 1792 19. 78~ | T1R93 7 411
Trinity Bay 637 9 2 ' 612 T8y 68617 2

Bonavista . 482 5 2 395 19 8: 806:: 6.16. .
Ferryland 33 1 7 177 18 10 339 12 11
Placentia & St. Mary's. 689 16 8. 616 17,0, . .92l 1211
Fortune Bay 179 17 8 | 7140 11 8 '. 383 12 10
Burin 163 3 4 81 9 2t M e |
Fogo 61 12 O 96 ‘41 49 310
£9340 1IC 8| 035 5 3~."-96‘1*1-~H‘-_9
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Mr. Douglas’s statement for St. John’s is, currency £3145 0 0

The whole smount of the Road warrants 1853,

9520 9

The following are Grants and Expenditures—

Under the head of Coroners, Grant £20¢. Expenditure £270

“ Circuit Court 6 400,
« Fuel and Light 450.
. Interest paid on Public debt

e Lunatic Paupers Grant 1200.

“ New York Exhibition ‘¢ 300.
« Printing & Stationery ¢ 500.

s Potatoes seed & Grain *  600.
« Unforescen Cortingencies 500.

Annexed hereto is a summary statement of the

year 1853,

All of which is respectfully submitted for the

Honourable House,

PETER

« 412

“ 553
6094

Expeunded 1417
“ 300

« 552

« 600

« 167

8

[, [ S——
(o)

Cr O 1O ~ vy oo

-

VOSSO RO

Poor accounts for the

consideration of your

WINSER, Clairman.

ROBERT J. PARSONS.

A. SHEA.

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF POOR ACCOUNTS FOR 1853.

Returns.

No. 1—Outports 4
“ 2__Permanent Poor St. John’s
¢« 3—Hospital account signed by Thomas Glen
¢ 4—Shed expenses, details not signed
Issues of Meal as per weekly accounts

“  QOatmeasl e
“  Molasses «“
“  Sugar ¢
‘" ’Ie& 133
“  Bread s
“  Rice £
«“  Beef ¢
“  Wine “

« 5_Casual Poor
“ 6—Poor at Lodgings
“ 7T-—Yuneral Expenses

£3114
1769
602
408
724
252
175
54
178

- OBy
2
170
38
427
145
63

o

—
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Returns.

No. 8—Carting, Freights, &c. £18 13 11
“ 9—Amount paid for Passages 114 13 7
“ 10— s ¢ Clothing 182 8 8

e “ Fuel 16 3 2

700 barrcls Meal for Poor—Conception Bay 874 11 10
 11—Miscellaneous Expenses 308 5 103
Doctor Shea’s salary,sterling, £200 0 0 230 15 8

R. R. W, Lilly ¢ “ 0 0 0 80 15 4

T. Mitchell e “ B 0 0 86 10 9
Sergeant Crawlsy . 33 0 0 38 1 6

John Freeman “ o 34 13 4 49 0 O
George Garrett “ 2 0 6 30 0 0

Currency £12,236 16

——

0

Sianed R.R. W. Lilly, Secretary to Commissioners for reliefof the Poor.

Ordered,—That the said Report do lie upon the Table.

Mr. WagrEs presented the following Petitions, which were severally

rcceived and read :—

From Wm. Brown and others, of King's Cove, p:aying -that Light
Houscs may be placed on the Offer Wadham Islaud,and on Green Island,

at the entranee ot Catalina Harbor :

From Michael Farrel and others, of Bonavista, praying that a Light
Iouse may be placed on Green Island, at the entrance of Catalina :

From Juhn Misson and others, of Greenspond, of a similar tenoras the

foregoing:

Ordered,—That the sai d Petitions do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock.

THYRSDAY, 16T NoveEMser, 18564.

On Table.

Petitions for Lizht Houses
on Wadhams and Green 1s-
land.

On Table,

Mr. SHEs, pursnént to notice and leave granted, presented a Bill to de- Sopply Bill read st time,
fray the-Civil Expenditure for the year ending 3lst December, 1854,

and the same was read a first tic~



Read 214 time,

Commnitted,

Reported with Amend-
ments,

Engrossed andread 3rd
time.

‘Committee on Retiring
Allowances Rill,

Reported with Amend-
ments,

Amendments agreed to.

Tead 8xd time.

Pagsed and titled, - -
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Ordered,—That the Bill be now read a second time.

And the Bill was read a sccond time accordingly. |
Ordered,—That the Bill be now committed to the Whole House. "
And the House resolved itself into the saidv C:ommittee‘.accdrdingly.
Mr. SpeakER left the Chair, .
Mr. HanNraHAN took the Chair of the Committee,

Mr. SpEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the Bill to them referred ; and had passed the same with some Amend-
ments. which they had directed him to report to the House, and he
handed the Bill and Amendmentsin at the Clerk’s Table.

And the said Amendments having been read throughout a first and
second time, were, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the House.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow

Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved into a Comumittee of
the Whole; upon the Bill to provide for the Retiring Allowances of cer-
tain Officials of Her Majesty’s Government.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair.

Mr. Hanranan took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. Speakir resumed the Chair,

‘The Chairman reported that they had considered the Bill to them re-
ferred and had passed the same with some Amendments which they had
directed him to report to the House, and he handed the Bill and Amend-
mentsin at the Clerk’s Table.

And the said Amendments having been read throughout a first and
second time, were, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the

House.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrossed and read a third time this day.
And the Bill was read a third time accordingly.
On motion of Mr. LirTLE, seconded by Mr. SuEa,

- Resolved,—That the. Bill pass, and be entitled “ An Act to provide for
the Retiring Allowanees of certain Public Officers of the Government of

this colony.”
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‘" Ordered —That Mr. LiTTLE and Mr. SrEA do take the Bill to Her Ma- Sentto EM.Council.
jesty’s Council and desire their concurrence.

Mr. LiTrie, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented to Desputch fromthe Secreta-
ry of State for the colonies,
the House a copy of a Despatch from the Right Hon. the Secretary of
State for the colonies, in reply to His Excellency’s Despatch on the sub-
ject of a suspending clause being required to be added to the Representa-
tion Bill : —

(No. 13.)
(Cory.)

DowxIxg STREET,
24th October, 1854,

Sir,—1 have received your Despatch of the 19th Sept, No. 120, enquir-
ing whether, if the Council and Assembly of Newfoundland agree upon the
details, you may assent toa Bill for increasing the number of Representa-
tives of the Gencral Assembly without a clause suspending it for the Royal
assent.

I regret that the interval between the arrival of your Despatch and the
first outward Mail did not allow of answering your Despatch as promptly
as you wished that I'should do.

1 have now to state, that provided the Bill, which you expect will be
passed, appears to you in other re:pects unobjectionable, you are at liber.
ty, under the pecaliar circamstances of the case, to assent at once to it, al-
though containing such a provision that as to which your enquiry refers,

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. GREY.

Goverxor Hazsurnroy,
&e., &c, &ec.

Crdered,—That the said Despatch do lie upon the Table. On Table

Thea the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock.

FRIDAY, NovemBer 17Tu, 1854.

Pursuant to order of the day, the Bill to provide for the Civil Expendi- piy ¢ provide for Cxil _
ture of the Tsland was read a second time, es engrossed. _ Expenditure read Zndtime.
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Committee to present.

Messags from H.M.Council

On Table,

Message from H.M.Council
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On motion of Mr, SHEA, seconded by: Mr. HANRAHAN,

Resolved,—That the Bill pass, and be entitled % An Act for granting
to-Her Majesty a sum of money to defray the Civil Expendlture of the
Island for the year endmg 31st December, 1854.” -

Ordered,—That Mr. Shea and Mr. H'mrahan do take the Bill to Her
Majesty’s Council and desire their concurrence,

A Message from Hcr Majesty’s Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down tne
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passed the Bill sent up for the concurrence of this House, entitled ¢ An
Act to Incorporate the Union Bank of Newfoundland” without amend-
ment.

ROBERT LAW,

, DPresident.
Council Chamber,
17th Nov., 1854,

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.
A Message from Her Majesty’s Council.

Hhe Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :

1

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Mer Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passed a Bill entitled «“ An Act to Incorporate sundry persons by the
pame of the Newfoundland Provident Society,” to which they request the
concurrence of the House of Assembly.

ROBERT LAW,

President.

Council Chamber, - -
Nov. 17th, 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.

‘Ordered,—That the said Message dolie upon the Table,
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The Bill entitled ** An Act to Incorporate sundry persons by the
name of the Newfoundland Provident Society,” wasread a first time.

On motion of Mr. LitTLE, seconded by Mr. HoGseTr,
Resolved,—That the said Bill be read this day six months.

Mr. HocserT gave notice that on to-morrow he would move an Address
to the Goveinor respectfully requesting that His Excellency will be pleas-
ed to lay before the House the information asked for, in reference to the
conduct of the Hon. Judge DecsBarres,in the Address to His Excellency,
of the 11th instant.

SATURDAY, 181a Novreaser, 1834,

On motion of Mr. HocsefT, seconded by Mr, WiNsER;

Isolved,—~That the following Addrcss be presented to His Excellency
the Governor—

To His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Hamriron, Esquire,
Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over the
Island of Newofoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&, &c '

May 1T pLEasE YoUR ExcELLENCY,—

The ouse of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to lay before this House the information asked for by the
Assembly in their Ad:dress of the 11thinstant to Your Excellency, in re-
ference to the conduct of the Houn. Mr. Justice DesBarras,on the Southern
Gircuits in.the years 1852 and 1853.

Ordered,~-That the Address be engrossed and presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor by Mr. Hogsett and Mr.VYinser.

On motion of Mr. Suea, scconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

Provident Society Incorpo-
ratioa Bill read 1st time,

Resolution to be read 2nd
time in 6months.

Notice of Address to Gov-
ernor.

Address t0 Governor.

Committce to present.

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee, of Committec on Free Trade,

the Whole, upon the consideration of the question of Frce Trade be-
tween this country and the United States.
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Mr. SpeaxkgRr leit the Chair.
Mr. WaRREN took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Seraker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred ; and had come to certain Resolutions
thereon which they had d;rected him to report to the House, and he
handed the Resolutions in at the Clerk’s Table where the same was read
as follows :— |

Resolved,—That a Treaty has been concluded between Her Majesty’s
Government and that of the United States, for the establishment of Re-
ciprocal Free Trade between those States and the British North Ameri-
can Provinces,and which,though not embracing the abolition of the Fish-
ing Bounties,is yet ealculated to promote the interests of the people of the
colony, and ought to be accepted.

Resolved,—That the adoption of the Treaty on the part of this colony
will make necessary a thorough revision of our fiscal arrangements ; and
the House being now in session for the special object of arranging the
preliminaries to the introduction of Responsible Government, the limited
time at our disposal renders us unable to perfect the details required for
the adjustment of a new Tariff.

Resolved,—That this being the only reason why the Treaty is not
promptly adopted by the colony, we deem it right to make the explana~
tion, lest the opinion and intentions of the country should be open to mis-
conception &broad, where our actual position and views are not under-
stood.

Resolved,—That we can entertain no doubt that the measures necessary
to the acceptance of the Treaty will be amongst the first acts of the House
in its usual sessionin J anuary next.

Resolved,~That a copy of the said Resolutions be transmitted to His
Excellency the Governor, with a request that he will be pleased to for-
ward the same to the British Minister at Washington for his informa-
tion.

" Ordered,—That the said Resolutions be adopted.

On motion of Mr. SnEA, seconded by Mr. LiTTLE,

Resolved,~That the followmg Address be presented to Hxs Excellen-‘
cy the Governor. :
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To His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Hawmiuron, Esg.,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the Island of Newfoundland and its Dependen-
cies, &c.

May 1t PLEASE YoUr EXCELLENCY,

The House of Assembly beg leave to inform Your Excellency that they Address teGovernor.
have passed the accompanying Resolutions on the subject of Reciprocal
Free Trade between this colony and the United States of America,which
they respectfully request Your Excellency will be pleased to transmit to
the Secretary of State for the colonies, and to the British Minister at
‘Washington for their information.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel- peputation to present.
lercy by Mr, Suea and Mr. LiTtLE.

Then the House adjourned till Monday next at two of the clock.

MONDAY, Noveuser 201H, 1854,

A Message from Her Majesty’s Councsl.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :

Mr. SPEARER,—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they bave Message from H M. Councid
passed the Bill sent up to them from the House of Assembly entitled
« An Act for the encouragement of Education,” without amendment.

ROBERT LAW,
President.
Council Chamber,
20th Nov., 1854.
And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table. On Table.

On motion of Mr. ExezrsoN, seconded by Mr. HaNRAKAN,
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Resofved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excellency
the Goveraor :(—

To His Excellency Ker Barrrie Hasrurox, Esq.,
Governor and Commavder-in-Chicfin and over
the island of Newfoundland and its Dspendcn.
cies, Re.

May 1T rLEASE YourR ExcELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfuily requést Your Excellency will be
pleased to cause to be forwarded to Hugh A. Emerson, Solicitor-General,
the half of the annual salary granted to that officer.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed,and presented to His Excel<
lency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson.

On motion of Mr. LITTLE, seconded by Mr. ExErson,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Extellen-
cy the Governor:—

To His Excellency Ker Barntie Hasnwvow, Esq.s
Governor and Commander-in- Chief in and over
the Island of Newfeundland and its Dependen<
cics, &¢.

May 1t PLEASE YoUr ExcEerirexcy,

The House of Assembly respectfully request that Your Excellency
will be pleased to furnish this House with a copy of Your Excellency’s
Despatch of the 19th September last, No. 120, to the Right Ion. the
Secretary of State for the colonies, requesting permission to consent to’
the Representation Bill withouta suspending clause.

Ordered,—Thut the Address be engrossed; and presemted to His Excel-
lercy by Mr, Sues and Mr. L1TTLE. :

Mr. LiTrE gave notice that cn an early day he will move the House
into a Committee of the Whole upon the state of the colony, to take into
consideration certain matters relative to the forthcoming General Elec-
tion for this Island, and tothe Government of this colony ; the House
having disposed of the business for which this session has been cogi‘en ed
according to His Excellency’s opening speech, for the purpose of settling
the preliminary conditions to the introduction of the system of Respon51
ble Government and of remedying the inconvenicnce arising from the

circumstance of‘ the last session having closed without the usual Bill of

Supply-
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A Message from Her Majesty's Council,

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the

following Message :—

Her Majesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that the
amount of Contingencies of the Council, during the past and present ses.

sions of the Legislature, is as follows :—

Contingencies of the Clerk’s Office, including amount for

printing and binding Journals . EHI1 4 1
Diito Usher of Black Red ... vreent reees 7 2 2
Clerk of the Legislative Council for last session ..., . 150 0 o
Clerk ofthe Legislative Council for present session veenns 150 0 0
Usher of Black Rod, for last sossion frenes veenns 100 0 0
Usher of Black Rod, for present session ... ¢ eeenne 100 0 0
Master-in-Chancery, for last session ormre  sesses 126 0 ©
Master-in-Chancery, fcr present session veenes e 125 0 0
Doorkeeper, for last gession crenre eons s 46 0 0
Doorkeeper, for present session. ..., . wee 45 0 0
Assistant-Doorkeeper, for last session ..., e 20 0 0
Assistant-Docrkeeper; for present session e 20 0 0
Reporter, for last session vessee  asems . ceenne 50 0. 0
Reporter, for present session seear e 50 0 0
Publisher of Reports and Proceedings, for last ses-
sion coeres reete  seers o e . ceeen 50 0 0
Additional Allowance ..., . veeers 30 0 0
Publisher for present session  ...... e seoees 5d 0 0
Expenses of Delegations from H. M. Council veeees 350 0 O
: . ——
£2049- 7- 1

Council Chamber,

20th Nov., 1854. ROBERT LAW, President.

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Message from H,M.Counei]
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On Table, Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at Two of the clock,

TUESDAY, NoveMmBErR 2lst, 1854.

Mr. Hogserr, from the Select Committee appointed to inquire into the
Contingencies of the past and present sessions of the Legislature, present-
ed the Report, which he handed in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same
was read as follows :—

Report of Select Committee L 01€ Select Committee appointed By Your Honorable House to inquire

o Contingencies. into the Contingencies of the past dnd presont sessions of the Legislature,
beg leave to report that they haveattended to the duiy to them refe:red,
and recommend that there be paid :—

Past Session :

To the Speaker of the Assembly for his services, £20 0 0
To the Clerk, for his services, and for indexing and super=
intending the priating of the Journals 200 0 ©
Ditto for transmitting copies of the Journals to the Co-
lontal office : . 2 0 0
To the Clerk Assistant 100 0 0O
Solicitor 150 0 0
Sergeant-at- Arms 100 0 0
Doorkeeper 45 0 0
Messenger 40 0 0
Under Doorkeeper 35 0 0
The widow of the late Peter Sexton, late Quter Door-
keeper, for his services ’ I5 6 0
The Assistant Doorkecper, Messenger and Attendant 15 0 0
The Assistant Messenger and Fireman ' 15 0 0
The Under Messenger .10 0 0
The Librarian of the Legislature 50 0 O
Reporting and Publishing the Debates and Proceedings :—
To James Seaton, Reporting £100
Publishing .5
: —175 0 0

Lo Thomas Talbot, Reporting 1256

(==
(=]
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To 14 Members of the Assembly, (the Speaker not in-

cluded,) the sum of £798, being £42 each, for 4 mem-

bers resident in St. John’s, and £63 each, for the

outport members not resident in St. John's, for their

attendance during the session. L7198 0 0
To the Proprietor of the Patriot press, for Pricting Bills

and Miscellaneous papers during the session 268 14 7
To the Proprietor of the Newfoundlander Newspaper, '

balance for printing Journals and Appendix of the

House of Assembly, for the session of 1853 336 1 8
For printing Journals of this session 312 2 6
‘To the Clerk of the House of Assembly, to defray the

Contingent expenses of his office, pursuant to the

Report of the Select Committee of the Assembly on

Contingencies. 288 15 6
To the Sergeant-at-Arms, to defray the contingent

expenses of his office 68 18 6
To the Chairman of the Committee of Audit, for his ser-

vices during the session 50 0 O
To the Chairman of the Committee of Supply 50 0 0
To John Bemister, Esq., for auditing the Collector’s

accounts in 1853 . 2 0 0
To the Clerk of the House of Assembly, to defray the

expenses of Delegates to the Imperial Government in

1353 300 0 O
To T. McConnan, Stationery 69 14 10
J. J. Graham, Stationery : 371 611
St. John's and Carbonear Telegraph Company 3716 0
Henry Winton, binding Journals 1853 36 10 6
N. Gill, Coals 80 211
W.T. Parsons 30 6 8
W. Freeman 3 2 7

Present Session : :

"T'o the Speaker of the Assembly, for hisservices £200 0 O
The Clerk, for hlsservices, and for indexing and su.

perintending the priuting of the Journals 200 0 0
Ditto for transmitting copies of the Jgurnals to the Colo-

nial Office C T 25 0 O
The Clerk Assistant 100 0 O
The Solicitor © 150 0 O
The Sergeant-at-Arms 100 0 O
The Doorkeeper 45 0 O
The Messenger ' 40 0 O
The Under Doorkeeper 35 0 0
The Assistant Doorkeeper, Messenger and Attendant 15 0 O
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The Under Messenger o £10 0 0

The Assistant Messenger and Fireman 15
Reporting and publishing debates and procecdings—
To James Seaton, reporting and publishing de-

bates for the first week 2 0 0
Thomas Talbot, reporting for the session ' 100 0 O
E. D. Shea, publishing debates 2, 0 0
J. Waods, publishing ditto 2 0 0
To 14 members of the Housc of Assembly [the Speaker

not included | the sum of £798, being £12 each,

for 4 members resident in Si. John’s, and £63 each

for the outport members not residentin St. John’s

for their attendance during the session 798 0 O

To the proprietor of the Datrief press, for printing

Bills and Miscellaneous papers during the session 2515 7
To the proprietor of the Newfoundlander newspaper, for

printing the Journals of this session 40 0 O
To the Clerk ofthe House of Assembly, to defray the

contingent expenses of his cffice, pursuant to the
Report of the Select Committee of the Assembly on

Contingencies 157 5 38
To the Sergcant-at-Arms, to defray the contingent ex-

penses of his office ' 41 710
To the Chairman of Audit, for his services during the

session 50 0 O
To the Chairman of the Committee of Supply 50 0

To R. Holden, jr., for copying documents connected with
Delegations to the Imperial Government and United

States 50 0 0

To J. R. Mullings, for Custom iiouse Returns 15 0 0

. To J. Hayward, ditto ‘ 1o o
To N, Gill, coals 62 17 10

To the Clerk of the House of Assembly to defray the

expenses of Delegations to the Imperial Govern-
ment and Canada 37 0 0
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This amount to defray the Contingencies of Her Majesty’s Council,

per Message 20th"November, £2049 7s, 1d:

Contingencies of the Clerk’s Office, including amount for

printing and binding Journals ..., LW E51 41
Ditto Usher of Black Red ..., ... e eeene 8 2 2
Clerk of the Legislative Council for last session e 150 0 O
Clerk of the Legislative Council for present session s 150 0 O
Usher of Black Rod, for last session freses  aveees 100 0 o
Usher of Black Rod, for present session ..., wee 100 0 O
Master-in-Chancery, for last session PR eeene 126 0 O
Master-in-Chancery, for present session sesie  eeeans 125 0 0
Doorkeeper, for last session verne vrite seeens 45 0 o0
Doorkeeper, for present session T vese 45 0 0
Assistant-Doorkeeper, for last session ves 20 0 0
Assistant-Doorkeeper, for present session ' vens 20 0 0
Reporter, for last session s iene eenes 50 0 0
Rcporter, for present session ... wew 90 0 0
Publisher of Reports and Proceedings, for last ses-

sion cense crere e . veeene weis 50 0 O
Additional Allowance e s 30 0 O
Publisher for present session ... e v 50 0 O
Expenses of Delegations from H. M. Council I 350 0 o

Ordered,—That the said Report be adopted.

Ordered,—That a Select Committee be appointed to draft
cordance with the foregoing Report.

Ordered,—That Mr. Hogseit and Mr Hanrshan do form
mittee.

Bills in ac-

such Cc;m-

Mr. HogsEerr, from the Select Committee appointed to bring in Bills
in accordance with the Report of the Select Committee on Contingencies, -

presented a Bill to defray the Contingent Expenses of the Legislature for

Adopted.

.Contingency Bills read 1s¢
- snd 2nd time,
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the" past session ; awd a Bill'to defray theContingent Expenses of the
present session, which were severally read a first and second: time.

Ordered,—That the Bill be now committed to the whole House.
And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. SpeaxkeR left the Chair.

Mr: HawraHAN took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpEaKER resumed the Chair..

‘The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the
Bills to them referred without Amendment, and he handed the Bills in
ab’the Cleflds Table.

Ordéred;==That the Bills be engrosseéd, and severally read a third time
this day.

And the said Bills were severally read a third time accordingly.

Ordered;—That the said several Bills do pass, and that the first be en«
titled“ An Act to providefor the Contingent Expenses of the past ses-
sibn of the Legislature ;” and the second be entitled ¢ An Act to provide
for the Contingent Expenses of the present session of the Legislaturc.”

Ordered,—That Mr. Hogsett and Mr. Hayward do take the Bills to
Her Majesty's Council and desire their concurrence.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock,

WEDNESDAY, NoveMBER 23nD, 1854,

Mr. SuEA,from the Select Commlttee appointed to present the Address
to His Excellency the Governor requesting that His Excellency would
be pleased to forward the Resolutions adopted by the House on the sub=
ject of Free ‘Trade with the United States: to the Sceretary of Sate for
tho coloniés, aiid the Bijtish Minister at - Washington, reported that His
Excellency-hud: beer pleased to'say-he'would comply ‘with-the request of
the House.
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Mr, HoGserT, from the Select Committee appointed to present the Ad.
dress praying that His Excellency would be pleased to inform the House
what action has been taken on the Address of last session in reference to
the conduct of Judge DesBarres on the circuits of 1852 and 53, report-
cd that His Excellency had handed him the following reply :—

I have considered the Report of the Committee of the House of As.
sembly upon the charges preferred against Mr. Justice DesBarres,
and the evidence taken before that Committee in support of such
charges.

It does not appear from the Report that Judge DesBarres was present
at, or was summioned, or invited to attend the invostization before the
Assembly. The procecdings, thercfore, were carried on in his absence,
and must be deemed ex parte as regards him; but preliminary with refer-
ence to their sufficiency as to the induccment to a more formal investiga-
tion.

The public administration of justice appears to have been frustrafed in
the Soathern Distriet, although provision was made by the Legislature to
cnable the Court to discharge its functions, a prima facie case has been
made out againt the Judge ; but, on the other hand, having regard to the
known hazards and difficulties of & voyage along this coast at that season
of the year, and to the ground upon which the question 1is placed by the
evidence of the pilot to whom the care of the vesscl was confided, it isim-
Fossible to avoid the conclusion that the effect of the evidence ig, to a great
extent, neutralized. Taking into coasideration these circumstauces, and
the age, and not ill-foun:ed appreheansions of dunger eatertained by Judge
DesBarres, I did not thiuk it expedieat to iustitute proccedings against the
Judge.

Mr. LuTig, from the deputation Lo present the Address requesting that
His Excellency will be pleased to consent to the coutinuance of the ar-
rangement under which Aavon Hogsett, Esq.,Clerk of the Peace, receives
his salary, reported that His Excellency had handed him the following
Reply :—

The instructions T have rcceived on this subject arc contained in the
accompanying Despatch from the Secretary of State; also in the copy of
a letter from the Under Secretary of State to Messrs. Littie and Emerson,
which has been transmitted for my guidance, and in which l{er Majesty’s
Government have signified their consent to a retiring pension being pro-
vided for Mr. Hogsett.

I willingly concar in this proposition, and recommend that a retiiing
pension, commensurate with the length'of the period of Mr. Hogsett's
services, but not exceeding one half of his present salary, should be grant-
ed to him by an act for that purpose.

(Lor Documents referred to, see Appendiz.)

Reply of His Exeellancy to
Address in reference to KI.I‘.
Justive DesBarres,

Reply of His Excellenrr to
the Adwiess i rrference to
Aaron Hogs.:1,Esq.
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Ordered—That the said Documents do lie upon the Table.

Mr, Lit1E, from the deputation to present the Address requesting
His Excellency to cause to be laid before the House a copy of His
Despatch to the Secretary of State for the colonies, in reference to a sus-
pending clause being required to be added to the Representation Bill,
reported that His Excellency had handed him the Despatch asked for.

The said Despatch was read by the Clerk as follows:—

Government House,
St. John’s, Newfoundland,
19th September, 1854,

Sir,—Intending to summon an early session of the Legislature for the
purpose,and pursuant to the instructions contained in your Despatch, No.
8 of the 14th August, I have to request the further directions of Her
Majesty’s Government as to my assenting to a Bill for increasing the num-
ber of Representatives, without a clause suspending it for the Royal As.
sent.

2. Should the Council and Assembly, as I trust they may, agree upon
the details of such a measure within the first fortnight of the session, and
it be necessary to transmit the Bill to England for Her Majesty’s approval,
and then returned to me, it will then, I fear, be too late to hold the Elce-
tions this year, or indeed before the month of May ; aund, in such case, the
principal object for which the session will have been held, at consideroble
public expense and inconvenience, will be defeated.

3. Although it is not probable that any Bill that may now be passed
will substantially vary from the Bill of last session,which has already been
under the consideration of Her Majesty's Government,yet I should hardly
feel myself justified in assenting to it without a suspending clause ; and
under these circumstances, I think it advisable that I should be instructed
to assent to the Bill, when passed, should there be nothing of an extraordi-
nary nature in it, in order to obviate the inconvenicnce that will result
from the delay in obtaining the Royal Assent, should circumstances permit
the holding of the Electious this autnmn—of which I cannot, as yet, form
a definite judgment.

4. Areply to this communication, if diSpatched by the first mail after
its receipt, will reach me by the 31st of October.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) ~ KER B. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart., &c.,&e.
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Ordered,—That the said Despatch do lie upon the Table. ‘ On Tudte. X

Mr. WinseR, from the deputation to present the Addresss requesting &Py, of s Excellency to

that His Excellency would be pleased to cause certain Returns connected retwras required.
with the expenditure for the Poor, and for the road service, to be laid be-

fore the House, reported that His Excellency had been pleased to say he

would comply with the request of the House.

A Message from Her Majesty’s Ciozi(zcii.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :—

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Majesty’s Couucil request permission from the House 6f Asséin- Messagefrom H M. Coun-
bly to insert in the Retirement Bill a pension of £100 a year each for the el
Treasurer, and Collector of the Revenue, or such other provision as the
House of Assembly may deem more fitting.

Her Majesty’s Council, in making this fequ’est, are influenced by the
consideration that, putting aside any question of right, a provision to this
extent for these officers, in the event of their vacating” their offices, will
be generally regarded as a just and grateful appreciation of their ser
vices. .

ROBERT LAW, Presiden.
Council Chamber, ' '
22nd Nov., 1854.

And then the Messenger withdrew.

Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table. ‘ On Table: -
Mr. LiTTLE moved, seconded bv Mr. ExEBsoN, |

That the following Message be sent to Her Majesty's Council :—--

M1, PRESIDENT,—

The House of Assembly inform Her Majesty’s Countil that having al- Message to 1.5 Council.
ready considered the matters referred toin the Message of Her Majesty’s
Council, on the subject of providing retiring allowances. for the Collector
and Treasurer, they cannot th°1efoxe entertain any further vroposmou
on that subject.

And the question being put thereon, the House dmded when theras
appeared,



11¢ JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Divisiea, For the Motion, 7. Against the Motion, 4.
Mr. Little ‘Mr. Hoyles
* . Emerson " “ -March
“  Winser “  Warren
“ Hanrahan “ Hayward.
*  Benning
“  Talbot
“ Hogsett. R

So it passed in the negative, and
Message afirmed, Ordered accordingly.

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mr. Emerson do take the Message ta
Hex Majesty’s Council.

A Message from Her Majesty's Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought down the
following Message :

Mr. SPEAKER,—

Message from B, M. Coun-  Her Majesty’s Council have passed the Bill sent up to them from the
oils House of Assembly entitled ¢* An Act for granting to Her Majesty =
sum of money for defraying the expenses of the Civil Government of this
colony for the year ending the 3!st day of December, 1854, and for other
purposes” with an amendment, to whichthe request .they concurrence of

the Assembly. ROBERT LAW

President.
Council Cbamber,
Nov. 22nd, 1854, |
And then the Messenger withdrew.
supplé Bill amended by The Amendment made by Her Majesty's Council upon the Bill sent
H.AL Councl up from the Assembly entitled « An Act for granting to Her Majesty a

sum of money for defraying the Civil Expenditure of this colony for the
year ending the 31st day of December, 1851,” was read a first time andis
as follows :—

Expunge the proviso at the end of the first section of the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that the Amendment made by the
Council upon the above Bill interfered with the privileges of this Housey
and could not be further entertained.

On motion of Mr. LirTLE, seconded by Mr. WINSER,

Amendment r2jccted,
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. Resolved,—That -the.House do row resolve itself into a Committee of g;’;';';‘l‘;;? ou the state of
the Wholc upon the <tate of the colony.

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. BExyinG took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred,and had passed an Address to His Excellen-
cy the Governor,which,together with the division in comniittee on motion
for its adoption,they had directed him to report to the Housejand he hand-
ed the Address in at the Clerk’s Table, where the same was read as fol-
lows:—

To IIis Excellency Ker BarLtie Hasicron, Esquire,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfouadland and its Dependencies, &c.
&e, e '

Miy 1T PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly respectfully m':mqte to Yom Excellency th'tt the Addrzss on the subjoet of
present special session of the Legislature having been convened for the pur-  Ueteral Electior.
pose,stated in Your Excellency’s opening Speech * of scttling the prelimi-
nary conditions to the introduction of the system of Responsible Govern-
ment,and of remedying the inconveniences arising from the circumstance
of the last session having closed without the usual Bill of Supply;” and the
said matters having been disposel of| so far as this H ouse was concerned,
itis the desire ot this House, and of the pzople generally, that Your Ex-
celleney will be pleased to close the session at an carly day, that the Ge-
neral Elections for the Island may Le held with as litile deTay as possﬂ)le,
with a view of introducing the new system of government, and thereby
enable the Legislature to adopt such.messures as may he nccessary to
avail of the Reciprocity Treaty for the estahlishment of Free Trade with
the Uniied States, and as the interests of the country may recuire. The
practicability of holding the :General Lchtlons before the close of the
present session is quite evident, w hile tho great injustice tothe electors
and the clear loss to the-country which would result from prstponing them
until the spring, are matters to which we would solicit ¥ ur Excelleney’s
grave consideraiion.  The [House would farrher remark, that they passed
the Supply Bill enly upou the naderstanding that effcet should Le given,
without any further deiay to the intentions of the Imperial Government in
reference to the imme:liate introduction of Re»pmsxble Govemmem, an
olject which Your Excellency evidently had in view in requesting au-
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thority from the Imperial Government to assent to the Representation
Bill without a suspending clause.

Division in Committee :—
For the Address, 8. Againstithe Address, 3.

Division, Mr. Speaker Mr. Hoyles
¢« Little “ March
¢« Talbot ¢ Warren,
¢ Hanrahan
¢ Hogsett
“ Shea
“ Winser
« Hayward.

fi"%i::::‘} aad Committes Ordered,~—That the Address be engrossed, and p’rese‘nted to His Excel-
lency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Hogsett.

Registration Suspension Mr. LiTTLE, on leave granted, presented a Bill to suspend for one ycar
read lst and £nd time - . . .
' certain parts of the Registration Act, which was read a first and second

time.
Committed, Ordered,—That the House do now resolve 1tself into a Comrmittee of the

‘Whole upon the said Bill, and the House resolved itself into the said Com~
mittee accordingly.

lﬁ. SI;EAKER left the Chair.
Mr. HoaseTT took the Chair of the Commitige,
Mr, SpEaxER resumed the Chair.

Reported without amend- The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had passed the
Bill to them referred without Amendment ; and he handed the Bill in
at the Clerk’s Table.

Ordered,—That the Bill be engrassed, and read a third time this day.

Read 3rd time, And the Bill was read a third time accordingly.

Passed and titled. Ordered,—That the Bill pass and be entitled *“ An Act to suspend for'
one year certain parts of an Act to amend an Act passed inthe 15th year
of the Reign of Her Majesty, entitled * An Act to amend an Act passed
in the 4th year of the Reign of His late Majesty entitled ¢ An Act to

provide for registering the names of persons entitled to vote at Elec-
tions.’”

Ordered,—That Mr. Little and Mf. Hogsett do take the Blll to Her
Majesty’s Council 'md desire their concurrence.
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Mr. Haywarp gave notice that on to-morrow he will move an address
to the Gouvernor, requesting that he will cause to be expended.a sum of
money to encourage the Newfoundland Steam Packet Company in con-
tinuing the travel by steamboat between the different ports in Conception
Bay.

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 23r0 NovEMEBER, 1854.

Mr. HAYWARD preserited a petition from John Mubnn and others; Di-
rectors of the Newfoundland Stéam Packet Company, setting forth the
advantages that result from th> establishment of Steam communication in
Conception Bay, and praying that the House would grant a sum of money
to encourage the undertaking.

Ordcred,—That the said Petition do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LiTTLE, from the deputation appointed to present the address to
His Excellency in reference to holding the Elections, reported that His
Excellency had handed him the following reply :—

The proposition contained in this address is one on which the Royaj
Instructions require that I-should act with the advice and the consent of
Her Majesty’s Council, and I feel assured that the C ouncil will advise the
Elections being held at the earliest practicable period.

It is necessary I should observe that I was not a party to the under-
standing upon which it is said the Supply Bill was passed, and I do not
recogrise any legitimate connexion between the passing of that Bill and
the question of the period of holding the Elections.

Then the House adjourned tili to-morrow at two of the o'cleck.
e ————
- FRIDAY; 24tr'NoveMser, 1854,
A Message from Her Majesty's Council.

The Master-in-Chancery to Her Majesty’s Council brought cowa the
following Message

Notice for Address to the
Goveraor for grant to Cons
ception Bay, Steara Packet
Company. ‘

Petition from Directors of
Steam Packet Company.

Reply of the Governor to
Address in reference to Ges
neral Elections:



Retiring Allowances Bill
passed H. M. Council,

Reply of the Governor to
Address in reference to
holding Elections,

Notice for Committee on the
state of the coloay,
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Mr. SPEAKER,—

Her Mijesty’s Council acquaint the House of Assembly that they have
passedl the Bill sent up from the Assembly entitled * An Act to provile
for the Retiring Allowances to certain Public Officers of the Government
of this colony” —without Amendment,

ROBERT LAW,

President.
Council Chamber,
Nov. 23rd, 1854,

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Ordered,—That the said Message do lie upon the Table.

Mr. LitrLe presented to the House a letter from Mr, Secretary Crowdy
addressed to Mr. Shea and himself, which he handed in at the Clerk’s
Table, where the same was read asfollows :—

SrcrReTARY'S OFFICE,
24th November, 1854, §
GENTLEMEN,

Referring to the Governor's reply to the Address of the House of As-
sembly (No. 12) which you preseated to him yesterday, I am now direct-
ed by His Excellency to transmit to you the enclosed memorandum for
the information of the House.

1 have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

JAMES CROWDY.
P. F. Little, and A. Shea, Esqires, \. H. A.

1 have brought under the consideration of Her Majesty's Counceil the
question of the period at which the Flections should be held, and have
been advised by the C-uncil that the hindrances to the Elections being
held before the month of May are insuperable, and that the Elections
should accordingly take place in the first week of that month.

K. B. H

Mr. LiTTLE gave notice that on to-morrow ke will move this House
into a Committee of the Whaole. on the state of the Colony, to consider
the conduct of the Government agaivst the liberties of the people of this
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colony in their determination to postpone the General Electiony untilthe
month of May next, and address the Imperial Government for ¢ . imme-
diate removal of Ker Baillic Hamilton Esq. from the government of this
Island, for his misgovernment of this colony and for his partisanship with
his Council in their united opposition to this Assembly and the best inte-
rests of this Country. '

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 2511 NovEMBER, 1854.

On motion of Mr. LitrLe, seconded by Mr. SuEes,

Resolved,—That the House do now resolve itself into a Committee of Commite on iate of the
r ! . ony*
the Whole upon the state of the colony. e

And the House resolved itself into the said Committee accordingly.
Mr, Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. BensinG took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. SpeakER resumed the Chair.

The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had made some progress therein,

had irstructed him to ask leave to sit again on the further co
thereof,

Progress reported.
and

nsideration

Ordered,—That the Committee have leave to sit ag

ain on. Monda
next. ’ y

On motion of Mr. Shea, seconded by Mr. Haurahan.

Resolved,

o e —That a Select Committee be appointed to take evidence g3 Select Committes on Elec.

tfavorable period of the year for holding & General Election. =~ "™
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Orderede—That Messrs. Shea, Hanrahan, Talbot and Warren, -do form
such C jmittee. :

.Then'the House adjourned tillvMonday next at Two of the clock.

MONDAY, 27Tu NovEMBER, 1854,

Committee on atato ofthe  Pursuant to order of the day, the House resolved itself into a Commit-
¥ tee of the Whole upon the further consideration of.the state of the
Colony.

Mr, SpeaxEeRr left the Chair.

Mr, Bennine took the Chair of the Committee.
Mr. Sreaker resumed the Chair,

Resclutions reported.’ The Chairman reported from the Committee that they had considered
the business to them referred, and had come to certdin Resolutions thereon
which they had directed him to report to the House, and he handed the
Resolutions in at the Clerk’s table, where the same were read as follows :—

Resolved,—That the present session of the Legislature was expressly
summoned by instructions from Her Majesty’s Goveroment for the pur-
pose of arranging the preliminaries to the introduction of Responsible
Government, and passing a Bill of Supply. i ‘

Resolved—That the House opened on the 10th of Octof)er and the
most important precedent to the change of government, viz., the Repre-
sentation Bill was passed by the House and sent to Her Majesty’s Council
on the 17th day of the same month.

Resolved,—That the same Bill was returned from the Council on the
2nd November so amended as to induce all parties in the House {o con-
cur in its rejection. . - . s oaynd

Resolved,—That Her Majésty’s Council did, on the 14th November, as-
sent to the Bill in the shape in which it was originally passed by the As-
sembly, this being in principle and in all its detalls the same Bill to which
that Body refused theirassent in June last’; thereby producmg a collision
with the popular Branch which led to an appeal to Her "Majesty’s Govern®
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ment, and.-to the loss of the Supplies for the public service.

Resolved—That His Excellency K. B. Hamilton in a communication
to the Rt. Hon. Sir G. Grey, under date 19th September last, urged the
necessity of prompt permission being given by H. M. Government, to dis-
pense with a resetving clause in the Representation Bill, alleging that the
want of such authority would rend=r it impossible to give immediate
effect to the measure, and that thus the object of the extraordinary session
would be defeated and the Elections be delayed until next spring.

(»tcw-r‘lo’“

Resolved, —That no imitation of auy other difficulty was made by His
Excellency to the immediate holdiug of the Elections under the new Bill,
and the House accordingly proceeded to transact the other business em-
braced in the objects for which they were called together.

Resolved,—That after the passing of the Representation Bill by the
Souncil,and the receipt of the authority from Her Majesty’s Government,
asked for in His Excellency’s letter of 19th September, the House neces-
sarily concludel, by reference to the termsof His Excellency’s letter, that
he was in a position to give immediate effect to the Actin question.

Resolved,—That on the 22nd day of November, Members of the House
became accidentally aware that the Government did not contemplate the
holding of the Elections this fall—an intention since formally communi-
cated in reply to an Address from the House.

Resolyed,—That this decision of His Excellency wilfully defeats the
principal object for which the Session was held at considerable inconveni-
ence and expense, and is at variauce with his views contained in his let-
ter to Sir George Grey, and with all his communications to the House
up to the time of this disclosure.

Resolved,—That the alleged reasons for postponing the Elections are
the lateness of the season and the want of a revision of the Registration of
voters.

Resolved,—That in 1842 a Gencral Election was held on the 20th
December; and that no inconvenience was experienced in effecting it, and
that it could therefore be held again at the same period.

Resolved,—That even though the plea of the late season were valid, it
is attributable to His Excellency’s advisers who spent 28 days, in deter-
mining on the Representation Bill, on which there was only one point of
controversy, and thercby created an assumed difficulty of which they
now avail fordefeating the views of the country with regard to the ap-
proachmg change.

Resolved —That: the revision-of: ﬂ‘e Registration of voters was the duty
of the Executive and should have been performed in due course, and that
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the Act gives the following discretionary power which might have been
used in the present case < Provided that should it be found necessary or
expedient, to hold an Election or Elections at any period of the year,
when, by reason of the times limited in the said recited Act for serving
notices and holding Courts of Revision, the provisions of the said Act can-
not be carried into effect, the Registry of the said Voters shall be taken
and revised as nearly as may be according to the provisions of the said
recited Act, but with such altel‘atio*xs in the manner of taking and revising
the same as may be found nccessnry

Resolved,—That the new District of Burgeo and La, Poile not being
provided for in the Registration Act, a specxal provmon was made in the
Supply Bill to meet this case; and seeing the nealect of the Government,
with regard to the general revision of the registration, and then believing
it to have been theresult,not of design,tiut of accident, the House inserted
a clause in the Supply Bill, whereby the revision was'to bedispensed with
for the next Election, and leaving the fair alternative to all parties of
making the last revised list of voters applicable for the purposes of this
Electlon

Resolved,—That the Council objected to this provision in the Supply
Bill, on a point of form, and the House then passed a Bill to carry ouf
the same object. ‘ '

Resolved, —That this Bill was rejected by His Excellency’s Advisers;
and the House having exhausted every expedient to carry out the inten-
tions of Her Majesty’s Government, aud the avowed object of His Excel-
lency the Governor, looking to the mannper in which the business wag
protracted by the Council, and to the late period at which the new diffi-
culties are suggested, feel constrained to the beliefthat they bave been
deceived and misled by His Excellency, who has therefore forfeited the

confidence of the House.

Resolved,—That His Excellency having caused or permitted the defeat of
that which in his letter of 19th Sept., be declared to be the principal
object of the present Session, has now announced his intention of causing
the Elections to be held in May next.

Resolved,—That this course is adopted in d2ferance to the views of the
present Council, who, defeated in their obstruction to the concession of
Responsible Government, would now endeavour to thwart its legitimate
operation.

Res:lved,—~That in the month of May the great bulk of our fishing po-
pulation are peculiarly subject to ] Mercantile influence, that being the pe-
riod when theissues of supphes on credlt are made.
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* Resolved,—That from the 1st March to the 1st November, our ﬁébing
population-are actively engaged either in the Seal and Herring fishery, or
in preparing for and carrying on the Cod Fishery, and that an Election
held between these periods would be partial and unjust, and - would prac-
tically disfranchise a great proportion of the industry of the colony:

Resolved,—That we most distinctly and emphatically protest against the
proposal of His Excellency to hold the Elections in the month- of May,
andin deciding on this course, His Excellency has lent himself to the de-
signs of a defeated party, in violation of the views of the great ma_)onty of
the House and the wishes and desires of the general pubhc

Resolved,—That 1eo'ardmrr the conduct of the Goverum ard Council as
disclosed in the for egomoResolutlons, this House cannot consent to send
up another Bill of Supply to Her Majesty’s Council.

Resolved,—That on the Governor’s assent being given to the Represent-
ation Bill, the existence of the present Assembly will terminate, and the
country will be without a Legislature until after the General Elections
shall have beeh held.

Resolved,—That the population of the country are in a state of severe
suffering and privation, urgently demanding the most vigorous efforts of
the Legislature for the amelioration of their condition,

Rsolved,—That in the establishment of Free Trade with the United
States, under the Treaty lately concluded, the hopeful expectations of the
peorple were centred, and that the measures necessary to give effect to that
Treaty are now indefinitely postponed by the proceedings of the Executive
in reference to the Elections.

Resolved,—That as the Revenue Bill expires on the 27th of May, this
w.ostimportant measure is imperilled by the conduct of the Governer and
Council.

Resolved,—That notwithstanding the avowed hostility of His Excellency
to the policy of the majority of the Assembly ‘ever since his assumption
of the Government, we were willing to enter with him on the change of
system, and give hima fair trial in the spirit of Sir George Grey’s Des.
patch. But His Excellency, having made it apparent by his conduct in
thé present session, that his sympathy with the obstructive party is para-
mount, and that so repugnant are his feelings to constitutional . popular.
demands, that to defeat these he has shown himself ready to violate the
compact with H. M. Government as contained in his letter aforesaid.

Resolu ed, -—Therefore that it is necessary for the peace, welfare, and
good government of the colony, that His E\cellency and his adv1sersr
should forthwith be removed from the administration of 1ts aﬁ'zurs, and that;
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an Address, embodying these Resolutions, be prepared and transmitted to
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State and both Houses of Parliament.

On ihotion that the Report be adopted,
Mr. HovLEs moved in amendment, seconded by Mr, WaRREN,

That the Report be not received, but that the Report of the Committee
be tothe following effect :—

Resolved,—That the holding of a General Election during the present
winter would be a gross act of injustice to the Protestaut majority of the
population, inasmuch asat this time of the year great numbers of the
electors of the extern districts have longsiuce retired to their winter habi-
tations whence they could not be bronght to vote;and as from the extreme
difficulty and danger,if not impossibility,not merely of canvassing but even
of communicating with the districts of Twillingate and Burgeo, at thig
season of the year these Protestant districts returning three members out
of the thirty of which the new Assembly is to be composed,would, in all
probubility, be wholly unrepresented in the ensuing session; and that the
intention of His Excellency, as signified by him not to hold the Elections
until May next, meets with our unqualifizd approval.

And the question being put thereon, the House divided, when there
appeared, ‘

For the Amendment, 3, Against the Amendment, 10.
Mr. Hoyles Mr. Little
“ Warren ¢ Hogsett
¢ March. ¢ Shea

¢ DBenning
¢ Emerson ©

“  Parsons
“  Winser
“ Talbot

“ ﬁa&wéi'& 4
¢ Hanrahan.
So it passed in the negative,

And the questibn on the original motion being then put,it passed in the
aflirmative, and

Ordered acc xdirgly.

Mr. LITTLE, inaccordance with the foregoing Resolutions, presented

the draft of un Address to the Sceretary of State for the colonies, which
he read it: hils piice, and then haoded inat the Clerk’s Table, where it was
again read as follews ;=

y
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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE SIR GEORGE GRLY, BARO-
NET, HER MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR THY COLONIAL DEPARTMENT, &ec., &c., &e.

———— e -

The Petition of Her Majesty's faithful Commons of Newfoundland, in
Legislative Session convened, respectfully sheweth,—that the Duke of
Newecastle,Her Majesty's late Colonial Sccretary of State for the colonies,
having determined to cstablish Responsible Government in this old and
loyal colony, in accordance with the repeated demands of the people and
the growing interests of the country, His Grace annexed certain condi-
tions to the concession thercof—the principal of wkich were the passing
of a Bill to increase the number of Members in the Assembly, and the
making of provision for the retiring Officials, upon the introduction of the
new system. In the adjustment of these conditions a conflict arose last
session between the Governor and bis Council: on the one hand, and this
House on the other, which resulted in an appeal to the Imperial Govern-
ment, a suspension of legislation, and a refusal to grant Supplics. The
Imperial Government having approved of the conduct of this House as to
the Representation Bill, you were pleased to instruct His Excellency
Ker Baillic Hamilton, Esq., the Governor of this Island, to summon the
present session of the Legislature for the express purpose of arranging
the differences existing on the preliminaries to the granting of Responsi-
ble Government, with a view toits immediate intreduction, and remedying
the inconveniences arising from withholding the usmal Bill of Sup}di
This session commenced on the 10th October last, and the most import-
ant precedent to the change of government, viz :—the Representation Bill,
was passed by this House and sent to- Her Mujesty’s Council oni the 17th
dzy of the same month for their concurrence. That this Bill was return.
ed from the Council on the 2nd day of November, so amended as to
induce botir parties in this House 'to concur in rejecting the Amend-
meats. The Council at length receded from their ‘Amendments,
and on the 14th day of November assented to the Bill in the shape in
which it was originally passed by the Assembly, this being in principle
and in all its details identical with the B:1l to which that bady refused
their assent in June last, and thereby produced the collision with the
popular branch which led to the avpeal to Her M ajesty’s Government
and to the loss of the Supplies for the public service.

That Ilis Excellency the-Governor, in-a communication to you under
dete 19th September last, urged the unecessity uf prompt permission be.
ing given by Her Majesty’s Government to dispense with a reservine
clause in-the Representation Bill, alleging that the want of such authori
ty would render it impossible to give immediate effect to the measure
and that thus the object of the extraordinary session would be defeuted’
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by delaymu the holdmg of the Elections until next May. No intimation
of any  other dlﬁiculty was made by His Excellency to the immediate
holding of the Elections under the new Bill as soon as it should become
law, and the House accordingly proceeded to transact the other business
embraced in the objects for which this session was convened.  After the
passing of the Representation Bill by the Council, and thereceipt of the
authority from you asked for in His Excellency’s letter of 19th Septem-
ber, this House nccessarily concluded, by reference to the terms of His
Excellency’s letter, that he was in a pusition to give immediate effect to
the Act in question. On the 22nd day of November, members of this
House, however, became accidentally aware that the Governor did not
contemplate the holding of the Elections this fall—a determination since
formally communicated by His Excellency in reply to an Address from
this House, declaring their opinion not only on the absolute necessity,but
also on the evident practicability of holding the Elections this fall and
pointing out the loss to the country and the injustice to the Electors
mhich would result from a postponement until the spring,

¥ That the decision of His Excellency wilivlly defeats the avowed object
for which this session has been held at considerable inconvenience and
expense, and is at variance with his views contained in his said letter to
you, and with all his communications to this House up to the time of this
disclosure. The alleged reasons for posiponing the Elections ave-~the
Iateness of the season, and @ want of a revision of the Registration of
Voters. In the year 1842 General Elections were held on the 20th De-
cember, and no inconvenience was experienced in holding them. Since
that time the facilities of communication through the country have been
much increased, and there is now no physical obstacle or any other fuir
reason why they should nof be held at a corresponding period this year.

Whatever pretext the lateness of the season may afford, is attributable to
His Excellency s advisers, who spent 28 days in determining on the Re-
presentation Bill, on which there was only one point of controversy, and
thereby created an assumed difficulty of which His Excellency, with theic
advice, now avails to defeat the views of the country with regard to the
approaching change.

That the vevision of the Registration of Voters was the duty of the Ex-
ecutive and should have been performed in due course,and the Amended
Registration Act (13 Vic., cap. 14) gives tho following discretionary pow-
er, which might have been used in the present case, viz, **Provided that
should it be found necessary or expedient to hold an Election or Elections
at any period of the year when by reason of the times limited in the said
recited Act for serving notices and holding Courts of Revision, the provi-
sions of the said Actcannot be carried into effeet, the Registry of the
said Voters shall be taken and revised as mearly a3 may be according to
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the provisions of the said recited Act, but with such alterations in the
manner of taking and revising the samc as may be found necessary.”
The rew district of Burgeo and LaPoile not being provided for in the Re-
aistration Act, a special provision was made in the Supply Bill to meet
this case ; and seeing the neglect of the government with regard to the
general revision of the registration, and believing it thus to have been the
result, not of design, but of accident, the House inscrted a clause in the
Supply Bill whereby the revision was to be dispensed with for one year
for the purposes of the next Elections, and leaving the fair alternative to
2ll parties of making the last revised list of voters applicable for the pur-
poses of the Elections held within that period. The Council objected to
this provision in the Supply Bill, on technical grounds, and the House
then passed a separate Bill with as little delay as possible, to carry out
the sane object. This Bill was rejected by Ilis Excellency’s advisers ;
and the House having exhausted every cxpedient to carry out the inten-
tions of Iler Mujesty's Government, and the avowed object of His Excel-
lency, looking to the manner in which the business was designedly
protracted by the Council, and to the late period at which the new diffi-
culties are suzgested, feel constrained to the belief that they have been
deceived and misled by His Excellency, who has therefore forfeited the
confidence of the House.

His Excelleney having caused or permitted the defeat of that which in
his letter of Sept., he declared to be the principal object of the present
Session, has now aanounced his intention of caunsing the Elections to be
Licld in May next. This course is adopted in deference to the viewsofthe
present Council, who, defeated in their obstruction to the concession of
Responsible Government, would now endeavour to thwart its legitimate
operation. The great bulk of our fishing population are peculiarly sub-
jeet to Mercantile influencein the month of May, when supplies are issued
to them on credit. From the lst of March to the -Ist- of November, our
fishery population are actively engaged either in the seal and herring
fisheries,or are preparing for and carrying out the cod fishery, and thatan
Election held between these periods would be partial and unjust, and
would practically disfranchise a great proportion of the industry of
the colony. This House therefore most distinctly and emphatically pro-
test against the proposal of His Excellency to hold the Elections in the
month of May; and in deciding on this course, His Excellency has lent
himself to the designs of a defeated party, in violdtion of the views of the
great majority of the House and the wishes and designs of the general
public.

Having regard to the conduct of the Governor and Council, as dis-
closed by the foregoing facts, and to the duty which this House owe to
the public, this House has been constrained to the resolution not to send
up another Bill of Supply to Her Majesiy's Council.
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That on the Governor’s assent being given to the Representation Bnl]
the cxistence of the present Assembly will terminate ; and the country
wiil be without a Legislature until after General Elections shall have been
held. The operative population ofthe country are in a state of severe
suffering and privation, owing to a partial failure of their ordinary pur-
suit last season and other causes urgently demanding the most vigorous
efforts of the Legislature for the amelioration of their condition.  That
in the establishment of Free Trade with the United States under the
Treaty lately concluded, the hopeful expectations of the people were cen-
tred, and that the measures necessary to give effect to that Treaty are
now indefinitely postponed by the proceedlnvs of the Executive in refer-
ence to the Elections; and as a further consequence, the Revenue Bill,
which expires on the 27th May next, isimperilled by the conduct of the
Governor and Council, a subject of vast importance in the financial em-
barrassment of the government.

That notwithstanding the avowed hostility of His Excellency to the
policy of the majority of the Assembly, we were willing to enter with him
on the change of system and give him afair trial in the spirit of your
Despatch. The utmost forbearance and the most conciliatory conduct
have been manifested to him by the Assembly since the reccipt of that
Despatch. But His Excellency having made itapparent by his conduct that
his sympathy with the obstructive party is paramount to the country and
the crown; and that so repugnant are his feelings to constitutional and
popular demands, that to defeat these, he has shown himself ready to
violate the compact with Her Majesty’s Government as contained in his
said letter—to discard the rights of the Electors and come into direct
collision with this House, after having received the clearest expression of
their opinions on the impropriety and injustice of the course which he
he was about to adopt. '

Therefore convinced that it is necessary to the peace, welfare, and
good government of the colony, that His Lxcellency and his adyisers
should forthwith be removed from the administration of its affairs, this
House appeals with confidence to you for that purpose ,and that the new
system of government may be inaugurated without auy further delay (the
conditions stipulated by the Duke of Newcastle, having been fulfilled by
this House) under the auspices of a practical and partial Governor,
who shall reflect the honor of the Crown and conciliate th: affections of
the people hy the adoption of a constitational and straightforward
policy, divested of all sectarian antipathies and partizan predilections.
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Ordered,—That the Address be adopted.and engroased.

Ordered,—That Addresses similar to the toregoing, muta#§s mutandis,be
forwarded to both Houses of the Imperial Parlizmient.

On motion of Mr. LiTTLE, seconded by Mr. Surea,

Resolved,—That the following Address bé' presented to His Excellehey
the Governor:-—

To His-Excellency Ker Baiiruie Hauirron. Esg.,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the Island of Ncwfoundland and its Dependencies
&e,. &c.
May 1T PLEASE YotR EXCELLENCY,

The House of Assembly beg to inform Your Excellency that they have
passed the accempanying .Res'dluﬁons and Address, which they respect-
fully request Your Excellency will be pleased to forward to the Right
Hon. the Secretary of State for the colonies.

Ordered,~That the Address be engrossed and presented to His Excel-
lency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Shea.

Mr. Suea, from the Select Committee appointed to inquire into the
mode of carrying out the Mail Séryice between St. Jobn's and Halifax,
presented the Report which he handed in at the Clerk's Table, where
the same was read as follows :—

The Select Committee appointed to inquire into the manner in which
the Packet Service is carried dut between St. John's and Halifax, beg to
report, that they Have taken the evidence of several gentlemen on the
subject whose testimony threy beg to'annex ;—

The Committee think the facts set forth in the evidence demand that
the attention of the Home Government be directed to the subject with a
view to the correction of the évils.complained .of.

A: SHEA, Chkairman

P. F. LITTILE, .
G. J. HOGSETT.

Ordered,—That the said Report do lia upon4ha Table.
[For: evidéheelmccompinying, see. dppendiz.]
Then the House adjaurned till ta,merow at two of the.clock.

TUESDAY, 281a Novewser, 1854

The House met pursuant. to adjourament, and adjourned till te-mor-
tow at Eleven of the clock.

Address to Governof.

Engrossed and Committse to
present.

Report of Cummittee onthe
mode of Mail conveyance
between this pozt and Hae
lifaz,

Houze adjourned,



Rerolutien srpointing . F,
Liule Delsgate,

Address to Sceretars of
State.,

Adopted and Engrassed.

Adress to Governor,

Engrossed and Comrittes
to present.

Resolution of Thanks to
Joseph Mume, Esq., M, P,
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WEDNESDAY, 2918 NoveMsER, 1854,

Or. motion of Mr. Suea, seconded by Mr. HocseTT.

Resolved—-That Philip F. Little, Esq., member -for the distriet of St.
John’s, having the full confidence of this Ilouse, be appointed a Delegate
to proceedto England to justify to the Imperial Government the yi>ws and
desires of the Ijouse, as embodied in the Resolution on the Stat -f the
colonies ad‘opted‘ b){ the ouse on the 27:h instant.

On motion of Mr, SuEa, seconded by Mr. HoasErT,

Resolved,—That the following Address be transmitted to Her Majesty's
Principal Sceretary of State for the colonies :—

TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR GEORGE GREY, &c., &c.

The House of Assembly of Newfoundlaad,.having on the 27th instant,
adopted an Address to you in reference to the affairs of the colony, now
have to acquaint you that they have appointed Philip F. Little, Fsq., a
membaer of their Body, to proceed to England. to justify o Her Majesty’s
Government the stalements and views. embodied in the Address in ques-
tion.

Ordered that the Address be adopted and engrossed.

GOn motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr:. HoGeeTT.

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to J1is Excellency
the Governox ;—

To Ilis Ewecliency Ker  Bainue HaauntoN, Esq
Govexnor and Commandersin. Chief in and ovri
the Isiand-of Nedfoundland and its Dependen.
cies, §a.

My 17 PLEASE YouR EXCELLENGY-—

The 1souse of Assembly beg torequest Your Excellency will transmi
the accompanying Address by tue present Mail to Her Majesty’s Princ
pal Secretary of State for the colonies,

Ordered,~'That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Excel-
lency by Mr. Shea and Mr. Hogsett.

On motion of Mr. SBEa, seconded by Mr. WineEr,

Resolved,—That the thanks of this House are due and are hbreSy given
to Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., for the valuable services he has already ren
dered to the coleny in furthering the efforts of the people’s Representative:
to obtain a constitutional systemof government, end that he be requeste
to continue his eflicient aid in promoting the desires of this House, a
cmbodied in an Address to Her Majesty’s Government and both Houses
of Parliament adopted on the 27th instant.
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Mr. HocseTT, from the deputation to present the . Address to His Fx-
ccllency the Governor, requesting His Excellency to forward the Ad-
dresses to the Secretary of State, of 27th and 29th iust.,reported that His
Excellency had handed him the following reply.

I will,of course,forward this Address and the Resolutions to the Secre-
tary of State.

Iaving observed in them the statement that the Revenue Act, which
will expire on the 28th of May next, is imperilled, I must remind you
that its safcty is within the power of the Assembly.  On my part, I will
concur in any such mecasure for prolonging the cxistence of that Act, as
will place its safety beyond a doubt.

On motion of Mr. Hocserr, seconded by Mr., Wixser,

‘Resolvel,—That the following Address be presented to His Excelleney
the Governor :—

To His Excellcncy Ker Bamtie Hawvivrox, Esq.,
Governor and Commavder-in-Chief in and over
the island of Newfoundland and its Dependen-
cics, X,

Mar 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—~

The House of Assembly beg respectfully to inform Your Excellency
that they have passed the accompanying Resolutions, which they request
Your Excellency will be pleased to forward to the Right I{on. the Sccre-
tary of State for the colonies, by the present mail.

Resolved,—Whereas during the time this House was in Committee of
the Whole on the state of the colony, on the Resolutions in reference to
the conduct of His Excellency the Governor refusing to hold the Elec-
tions this fall,a com nunication was maide to His Exccllency by Mr. Shea
and Mr. Hayward, two members c¢f this House, that the steamer Ellen
Gisborne was available for the purpose of facilitating the carrying out of
the Elections this fall in the Districts of Foge, and of Burgeo and
T'aPoile, and His Excellency declined to avail thereof, although offered
an indemnity,on behalf of the House, for the employment of that vessel.

Resolved,—That the House is thereby further confirmed in the convic™
tion that the conduct of His Excellency,in postponing the Elections, was
premeditated,espccially lonking to the peculiar mildaess of the season,up
to the present time (29th November), and the total absence of frost or
snow or any other obstacle to impede the commuuication with all the
outports. ' :

" m—

. Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, xnd presented to His Excel-
lercy by Mr. HoGseTT and Mr. \WINSER,

Reply of the Goavernar to
AcdlIrss3 requestinz: him to
forwurd Adidress to the Sos
cretary of State.

Address to Governor.

Resolutions in refererence
to His Excellency the Govs
ernor not hoiding Elections
this full.

Engrossed and Committes
to proseat.
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Then the House adjourned till to-morrow at two of the clock.

THURSDAY, 30T NovemBER, 1854.

Mr. Speaxenrlinformed thejffouse that he had received the following
communication from Mr. Secretary Crowdy:—

élesst:.lge from Mr.Secretary SecrRETARY'S OFFICE,
rowdy.
30th November, 1854.

Sir,—I am directed by the Governor to request that the Bills which
have passed the two other branches of the Legislature, may be immediate-
ly sent to me, with a view to their examination before recciving His Exs

lency’s assent.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
JAMES CROWDY,

The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Asscmbly.

Mr. Seeaxer informed the House that *having received the foregoing
communication during the adjournment of the House, he had instructed
the Clerk to transmit the following reply thereto :—

Reply thereto,
Plythere Hotse oF AssEmBrLy,
30th November, 1854,

Sir,—I am instructed by the Speaker to say, in reply to yourcommu-
nication of to-day, stating that you are directed by the Governor to re-
quest that the Bills which have passed the two other branches of the
Legislature may be immediately sent to you with a view to their exami-
nation before receiving His Excellency's assent, that as he, the Speaker,
is the servant of the House, he will immediately submit the communica-

tion to that Hon. Body for their consideration.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

JOHN STUART,
Clerk of the House of Assembly.
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On motion of Mr. L1TTLE, seconded by Mr. SHEA,~

Resolved,—~That the following Address be transmitted to His Excel-
lency the Governor:—

To His Excellency Ker Baiuie Hawmirrow, Esq.,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the Island of Newfoundland and its Dependen-

cies, &c.
May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

The House of Assembly respectfully beg leave to inform Your Exeel-
Iency, in reply to the communication of Mr. Secretary Crowdy, of this
day, requesting that the Bills which have passed the two cther branches
of the Legislature may be immediately sent to him, with a view to their,
examination before recciving His Excellency’s-assent, that the-engrossed
Bills now in their pissession will at once be sent to ¥our Excellency.

The Bill to provide for the Retiring Allowances being in possession of
Her Majesty’s Council, the Assembly are not prepared to send up that
Bill until it has been returned by the Council.

Ovdered,~~That the Address be engros‘sed,’ and presented fo His Excel-
lency the Governor by Mr. Little and Mr. Shea.

On motion of Mr. LirTrE; seconded by Mr. SHEa,
. Reoolved,—That a Message be sent-to Her Majesty’s Council : request-
ing the Council to-send down the Bill to provide for the Retiring Official
Allowances, in order that the said Bill may be transmitted to His Excel-
lency,in accordance with the request contained in Mr.Secretary Crowdy’s
communication of this day.

Mr. Seeaxer informed the House that he had received & communica-

tion from Mr. Secretary Crowdy stating that it was the intention of His C

Excellency the Governor to prorogue the present session of the Legisla-
ture this day at 4 o’cleck. -

On motion of Mr. SrEa, seconded by Mr. Hoeserr,

Resolved,—That the following Address be presented to His Excel!ency
the Governor :—

Address to Governor.

Engrossed and. Committes
te preseat.

Message to XLM.Council,

Message from M. Secretuy
rowdy.
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To His Excellency Ker BaiLuie Hamirron, Esquire,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the
Island of Newfoundland and its Dependencies, &c.
&, &c

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Assembly beg respectfully to inform Your Excellency
that they have passed the accompanying Resolutions, which they beg
leave to transmit {or the information of Your Excellency.

Resolved, —That the House was fully justified in declaring thal His
Txcellency, in refusing to hold the Elections this fall, imperilled the Re-
venue Bill, which expires on the 27th May next.

Resolved,—That the next Revenue Bill to be passed by the House
must be adapted to the requirements of the Treaty for the establishment
of Free Trade with the United States ; and His Excellency, in his cpening
speech having informed the House that he had not the necessary instruc-
tions to enable them to legislate on the subject, the question has not ve-
cupied-our attention on this account, independent of our unwillingness to
trust Legislation on the question of Free Trade to a hostile Council.

Resolved,—That in view of the present collision between the House and
the Executive Government, the Assembly are of opinion that all Legisla.
tive proceedings be suspended until the issue of the appeal which has
now been made to the Government, and that the House accordingly do
adjourn to the 10th January next.

Ordered,—That the Address be engrossed, and presented to His Ex-
cellency by Mr. Shea and Mr. Hogseit.

On motion of Mr. SHEA, seconded by Mr. HogsErT,

Resolved,—That the House do now adjourn till the 10th day of Janu-~
ary next.

Then the House adjourned till the 10th day of January next.
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PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Ker Bariie Hamivron, Esq.,.
KEer B. HamiuTon. Governor and Commander-in-Chiel in and over
(L.S) theisland of Newfoundland and its Dependen-

cics, Je.

To all to whom these Piesents shall come, Greeting :—

‘/ HEREAS at and during the Session of the General Assembly of

this Island, now being holden at St. John’s, the several Bills re-
spectively eutitled as fellows, (that is to say) “ An Act to increase the
present number of Represeatatives in the General Assembly of this Ts-
faud, and to regulate the representation thereof ;”—-Also “ An Act to
provide for the Retiring Allowances of certain Public Officers of ithe Gov-
ernment of this colony ;—Also “ An Act for the encouragement ot Edu-
cation ;"—Also “ An Act to Incorporate the Union Bauk of Newfonnd-
land ;” were passed by the Council and House of Assembly of the said Iss
land : And whereas I, the said Governor, haviug afterwards seen and con-
sidered the said several Bills, so passed and entitled as aforesaid, did on the
thirtieth day of November last past, subscribe my name aud give my assent
to the same Bills respectively : Now therefore, 1 do by this my Procla-
mation publish and make known to all Her Majesty’s loving subjecis in
this Islund, and all others whom it may concern, that I the said Goveraor
did, on the said thirtieth day of November last past subscribe my nawe,
and did assent to the said several Acts aforesaid.

Grven under my hand and the Great Seal of New-
foundland, at the Government House, at St. John’s
in the said Island, this fourth day of December,
Anno-Domiri, One Thousand, Eight Hundred and
Fifty four, and in the Eighteenth Year of Her Ma-
jesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES CROWDY,

Secreiary.
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PROCLAMATION.

VICTORIA by the Grace of GOD of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c.

K. B. HaMiiToN.
(L. S)

HEREAS we have thought™ fit to Dissorve the GENERAL Assem-

BLY of Our Island of 'Newfoundland: Know Ye that We do, for

this purpose, publish this Our Royal Proclamation ; and do by these Pre-
sents DissoLVE the said GeNEraL AsSEMBLY. And we do hereby dis-
charge the Members of Our Council and of the House of Assembly of
the said Island from further attendance in the said GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

In Testimony whercof We have caused these Our Letters (o be made
Patent under the Great Seul of Our said Island.

Witness Our Trusty and well beloved Ker Baminie
Haminron, Esquire, Our. Governor and Command-
er-in-Chief in and over Our said Island and its De-
pencies, at St. John’s, in Our said Island, this Fifth:
Day of December, Anno Domini, 1854, and in the
Eighteenth Year of Our Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JAMES CROWDY,

Secretary.

JOHN STUART, Clerk.

END uf THE THIRD SESSION OF THE FIFTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.
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Estimates and Public Accounts. .

ESTIMATE

OF THE CIIARGE OF DEFRAYING THE PUBLIC EXPENDITU,>E OF THE ISLAND OF NEWFOUNDLAND

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DLuE\IBER 1854,

£20,707 3s. 4d.

PROPOSED DISTRIBUTION OF THE ABOVE SUM :(—

Salary of the Private Secrctary ... cese  eeeene
Clerk of the Council ..., T ereene

Two Clerks in the Secretary’s Office ciiene  eseses

Ofiice Keeper ditto ...... s e
Messenger ditto ..... e e e .
Colonial Treasurer chesee  enese aee .
Clerk in Treasurer’s Office ... e eese eneess

Clerk of the Supreme and Central Circuit Courts---mcludmﬂr allow-

ance for Assistant Clerk, and {or purchase of printed forms ...

Clerk of Northern Circuit Court ~  woes creees

Ditto  Southern ditto ... sresee areeee

Crier and Tipstaff Supreme Court ...,

Ditto Harbor Grace ... ... o esnens

Thiee Police Magistrates, St. John’s cerer  eeees ‘
*Police Inspector ..... o e

High Constable ... ... cecaas ceetes

Ten Police Constables ... o e e .
Gaoler ... s veeaes  eeseee

Gaol Surgeon, St. Johu's ... .l
Hospital Surgeon, ditto ... w0 e
Distriet Surcreon (including Medicine, &c.) e eveae

Ditto, Concepuon Bay 00w e

Gaol Surgeon, Harbor Grace ...... . aveens
Physician Lunatic Asylum ..., e e

Gate Keeper, Government House Lodge ... N
Ilonse Kceper, Colonial Building ... ... ..
Attorney-Gieneral’s Fees... ...,
Solicitor General'sFees ... ... . a.

Stipendiary Magistrates, &c., in the Outports, as per Detailed St atement an-
nexed ..o L e T seeves

*With an addition of £40 a year from the Grant for the relief of the Poor, for'services to .

the Connnissioners.

O OQOOCODOOOOOOCOOCODO OOOOOOD

O COO0OCOOTOOCOOOOOOOOOD OO0COOSO
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MISCELLANEOUS, -
Ordinary Repairs of Court Houses and Gaols ... e . £200 0 0
Gaol expenses  ...ooo e eve s 600 0 0
Printing and Stationery ... ... aa . 500 0 0
Crown Prosecutmns ........................ 300 0 O
Coroners ... . ceee e e 200 0 0
Fuel and Light ... oee e e e 450 0 O
Postages and Incidentals... ... o e e 120 0 O
Circuits of the J udgeSeeeee  wiiie e e 400 0 O
Reléef of the Poor  ...... e meeee e 6000 0 0
Outport permacent Poor... e e veee 400 0 O
Lunatic Paupers  ...... ... e 1200 0 O
Shipwrecked Sealing Crews ... i e 100 0 0
Men stationed at Fort Amherst cerem e e 3 0 0
Duties on Wines for Military Mess  ...... .. e 50 0 0
*Cas Light Company-——St John’s ... ... vews 1113 4
~Harbor Grace ...... e e 2 0 0
Unfoxseen Contingeneies ... ... . 500 0 O
PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES
Mrs. Blaikie ... e e vesen £50 0 ©
Matthew Stevenson ...... ... e e 40 0 O
Robert Connell ... S, 10 0 O
Robert Smith ... ... e e 10 0 @
110 0 ©
ALLOWANCES TO FERRYMEN |
At Manuels ... ah e e £10 0 ©
¢ Great Placentia ...... ... L e 26 0 0
« Little St Lawrence ... e e 10 0 O
“ Salmonier ... h v e 2 0 0
“ Burin and Spoon Cove ciers 20 ¢ O
“ Biscay Bay e e e e 15 0 0
% Portugal Cove  ...... 2 0 0
¢ North and South side Holyrood £15 each ceeee e 30 0 o
¢ Aquafort .. cee cenne 15 0 0
“ Trinity 2 0 0
« Malbay — ceer e e .. 120 0
¢ John's Pond, North Harbor, and Salmonier ... cenn 30 0 O
“ Belle Isle and Topsall ... cens 20 0 0
« Harbor Grace and South Side ceee e . ceene 25 0 0
£287 0 0
Total ...... i e e £20,707 3 4

* As a considerable portion of the year for which these Grants are required has expired,.

the Service is estimated for the 30th June, but it will be omitted in future Estimates.
{ It is suggested that such Ferries as are absolutely required, should in future be pro-

vided for in the Road Bill.

The Estimate for clearing snow from the streets of St. John’s is omitted—as is also that
for « Carrying out the Crown Lands’ Act” a considerable portion of the sum already grant-

ed on this latter account being unexpended.
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e o

Estimates and Public Accopats:

DETAIL

of Salaries and Allowances to Stipeudiary Magistrates, Constables, Clerks of the Peace, and

Gaolers in the undermentioned Outporls for the Year 1854.

§ s . CONSTABLES ” .

5 2 oS 2 |2

UTPORTS. 3 B3lg 118

g 8 &S Sa‘tla‘ry K 3
Petty Harbor ....... ... e 1 20 20
Torbay ...  a. e 1| 20 20
Portugal Cove...... 1 20 20
South Shore ..... ... . y 12 12
Harbor'Main-...... ... - | 12 12
Cat's Cove ...... i eeeees 1 12 12
Brigus and Port de Grave s eesen £150 | 60] 2 50 260
Bay Roberts ... ... e 1 12 12
Harbor Grace ...... peoees wor.| 165 | 1500 1) 50 % 90 | 670

Ditto ... —— e 165 | 60| 2| 50
Carbonear ..... . . v 150 g 75 285
Bayde Verds ...... ... weerer 1| 12 12
Western Bay ...... ... . 1 12 12
Hants Harbor....... e e 1 12 12
Perlican = ...... vene] 130 1 12 142
Hearts Content ... goerenes creres 1| 12 12
New Harbor: ...... .o e 1 12 12
Trinity . .... T e e 150 | 60/ 2 37 |25 272
Catalina ~ ceeere eeee e 1 25 25
Bomavista  eo. e eee 150 | 4501 25 |10 230
Tickle Cove ...... —— e 1 12 12
Xing’s Cove ...... oreves 1 12 12
Salvage ... e eeerns 1 12 12
Greenspond ...... ... - 1 12 12
Twillingate and Fogo ... ... 130 | 45| 3 49 |10 | 234
Exploits Bay ......  aee e 1 12

Bay Bulls ... T R 100 1 25 126
Witless Bay ...... ... 1} 12 12
Toads Cove ...... e e 1 12 12
Brigus,south ...... ... . 1l 12 12
Cape Broyle ...... T e e 1] 12 12
Caplin Bay ..... .o e 1 12 12
Ferryland ... v e 100 | 601 25 |25]2i0
Aquaforte  ...... .. 1 12 12
Fermeuse  ...... T e e 1] 12 12
Renewse ... C e e 11 12 12
Trepassey  ...... . e \ 1 12 12
St. Mary’s ... i 130 1| 25 155
Carried forward...£{1,620 | 480/45 784 160 |294°
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) ﬂ’ublic Accounts.

DETAIL—~CoNTINUED
g§ e CoNsTABLES.
OuTPoRTS. < l=2g L], 3 |35
L BRI ey S | &
) - —~
= 9 — 6}
Brought forward......| £1520) 480|45] 784] 160)2944
Placentia N 180] 35! 1 25| 25| 215
Little Placentia ... ..o .. 1 12 12
Otderin c.oooe e e 1 12 12
Merasheen  ...oo. aeee e 1 12 12
Burin o0 aaa ae 150 35| 1 25 25! 235
St. Lawrenee coeves veieee e 1 12 12
Lamaline .ovee diee e 1 12 12
Grand Bank ......  aeeee e 130 1 12 142
Jersey Harbor...... ... 1 12 12
HMaibor Briton...... ... . e 100 35| 1 12 147
Burgeo Isfands ... .o 1 12 12
Hermitage Bay ... .. .- i i2 12
Spaniards Bay...... ... . 12 12
£2,030! 585j58] 966! 210{3791
RECAPITULATION. o
15 Maistrates L0 £2,030
10 Cle %= of the Peace ... 585
7 Gavlers .o e 210
58 Constables ... 966
£3791
-
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Customs Returns.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF DUTIES COLLECTED IN THE ISLAND OF
NEWFOUNDLAND FOR THE THREE QUARTERS ENDED 10tm OcroBER,
1852, 1853 anp 1854,

Saint Johns's...... ve. £42180 10 11 £32676 T 5 £45469 15 11
Outports ... e -~ 6742 0 71 732 2 3 7888 19 8
45922 11 0 60002 9 8 53358 15 7

Deduct Drawbacks, Over-
Entries, &c. 3673 0 6 = 1m2 8 2 1396 18 1
£45244 11 0  £58890 1 6  £51961 17 &

JOHN KENT,

Collector,

Custom Housg, St. Joun’s,
23rd October, 1854.

—]

Pespatches from the Secretary of State for the Colomies,

Dowx~INg STREET,
July 6th, 1854.

SIR,——-I have to acknowledge your Despatches of the numbers and dates specified in the
margin, reporting the prorogation of the Legislature to the 14th August, and transmitting
_an Address from the House of Assembly.

I cannotbut feel great regret and disappointment, at the termination of the session with-
out any progress havmg been made in the settlement of the question of Responsible Govern-
ment, on the terms indicaied by the Duke of Newcastle in his Despatch of 24th February
last ; but it is a source of still greater regret, that the chief obstacle to this settlement ap-
pears to arise from the mutual jealousy of the members of the Religious denominatioas into
which the community is divided. It is deeply to be lamented that religious differences
should stand in the way of general co-operation for the prumotion of measures conducive to
the common interest of all: and it should be the constant endeavour of the local Govern-
ment to mitigate these hostile feelings, and, as far as possible, to prevent merely political
questions from being mixed up with religious disputes. :

These misfortunes are rendered more serious by the refusal of the Assembly to grant the
supplies requisite for the public service. But I cannot hold out to you any expectation of
Parliamentary interference on this, or any ground, in the present political affairs of the
colony.
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As members have been deputed both by the Council and Assembly to represent to Her
Majesty’s Government the respective views of the two branches of the Legisldture, it is uns
necessary for me, while expecting theirarrival, to enter more into details.

'
}
4

I have the honor to be, Sir, S ,

Your most obedient humble szrvant,

(Signed) G. GREY.
GovernorR HaMILTON,
&ec., &c., &c.
Downine STREET, }
14th August, 1854.

Sir,—Adverting to my Despatch of the 6th ultimo, in answer to yours of the 14th June,
forwarding addresses from the Council and Assembly of Newfoundland, on the subject of
Responsible Government, T have now to inform you that X havs attentively considered the
substance of those addresses, and have also had the advaatage of personal communication
gité)_ the gentlemen who have been deputed to visit me on the part of both those Legislative;

odies.

2. Her Majesty’s Government cannot but greatly regret the state of political feeling which,
these addresses represent. 'The language in which each of the contending parties has
thought proper to characterize the acts of the other, is much to be lamented ; and still more,
the step which the Assembly has taken—assuming the hopelcssness of any satisfactory ad-
justment ; namely, that of subjecting the Island to the serious inconvenience which must re-
eult from their witholding the usual Bill of Supply.

3. Ttisespecially to b> regretted that these feelings should have been exhibited when
there is so very little of substantial difference between the two parties. The conditional
concession of Responsible Government made by Her Majesty’s Government meets with op-
position from no party. ‘The rerms of that concession were framed by the Duke of Newcastle,
after full considération of what had been urged on both sides; nor is any ebjection taken to
the more important of these terms; which, for my own' part, Iregard as reasonable, and cal-
culated to meet the exigencies of the case in a satisfactory manner. The subsisting quarrel
turns almost wholly on matters of detail—gquestions as to ‘the mode of carrying-out the gene-
ral views entertained by Her Majesty’s Government; and I cannot but believe that mutual
concession and forbearance, even after all that has passed, may find a way to dispose of them.

4. T shall, therefore, continue ‘to hove for a peaceful solution of these disputes, and that
the Council and Assembly may be brought to act together in the promotion of their com-
mon interests, irrespectively. of those religious differences on the political bearing of which
a stress lias been laid, which I trust, is very exaggerated ; and I entertain no doubt that you
will feel it to be your peculiar duty to exercise all the influence you may possess, as an im-
partial arbitrator, in seothing irritated feelings and recouciling discordant views.

5. But whatever may be your success, I can only refer to my former Despatech as ex-
pressing my conviction that Parliimentary interference is not to be expected. It is not from
any feeling of indifference, or any want of sympathy:with the trouble which these political
differences have brought on the community of Newfoundland, that Her Majesty’s Govern-
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ment must continue distinctly-to decline making any application to Parliament for such inter-
ference ; it is from consistent adherence to established policy, and {from a conviction that if
Parliament were to interfere, it would only be to the ultimate aggravation of existing differ-
| ences. The only measure which Her Majesty’s: Government have in their own power is,
. that of adwising Her Majesty to remodel the Council in such a manner as to make it act har- .
' moniously with the Assembly ; a measure to which they would resort with regret, and.'of -

i which they at present cannot admit the necessity.

' 6. To apply the foregoing observations more in detai! to the points at issue,—the princi-
pal dispute brought before me relates 1o the-projected Electoral divisions—Dboth: parties-be-
ing sgreed on their expediency, and differing only on a narrow question of detail, supposed ‘to
affect the balance of parties in the Island. On' this question I feel myself incompetent. in:
the absence of minute local knowledge, to express any opinion, further - than by saying that-
undue importance seems to me to have beenattached to it. 1 must admit, however, that the
exceptional provision introduced by the Council into the Bill, as to the mode of voting in the
district of Burin, appears to me open to considerable objection.  \Without entering into any
question as to the general expediency of such a mo ie of voting, there would be a great ano-
maly in enforcing or allowing'it in one district exclusively.

7. Withregard to allowances to retiring officers, the scale suggested by yourself appears
to meet with general acquiescence ; the only debated question regards the amount to be al-
lotted to Mr. Archibald--a question which forms the particular subject of your despatch, No.
108 of the 26th June last, hereby acknowledged. I cannot concur in the view that this gen-
tleman is entitled to a pension calculated only on the period of his service as Attorney Ge-
neral, exclusive of his previous service in the colony. But I think that a satisfactory ar-
rangement may be arrived at by calculating it on the whole length of his services to the co-
lony, in whatever capacity, but not according to the amouat of his annual income during the
eight years of his tenure of the office of Attorney General, but the annual average of his in-
come from public funds daring the whole of his service in the Colony.

8. With regard to the condition embodied in paragraph'S of the Duke of Newcastle’s des-
patch of 21st February last, requiring that payment of members of Asseibly for their expens-
es and attendance should be :made, not by. the Colonial Treasary; but by local assessment, I
have to state that although I concur in the expediericy of the measure itself, itis not one which
1 consider indispensable ; and as it has'not been insisted on in other North Americanicolo-:
nies, I am not prepared, if the other-conditions are complied -with, to press for a fulfilment of -
this one, against the deliberate opinions of the' Assembly. '

9.: It'will be desirable, with a view'to the settlement of this question, that the Legislature
should be called together at an early period. The circumstances indeed under which the last’
Session terminated, would, in any case, render it inconvenient that « long interval should
be allowed to elapse before another session is held. : .

10. In order that you may be fully aware of all-that has passed in this country, I transmiit
to you copies of the representations in writing which have been mede to me by the delegates
of both parties; aud of the anewers which I have caused to be returned to them.

Thave the honor to be, Sir, |
Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) ~ G. GREY.
Governor HaMiLTON, &c., &e¢., &e. :
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Despatches from the Secretary of Sitate for the Colonies.

DowniNG STREET, g
30th August, 1854.

Sir,—I transmit to you a copy of a Despatch which I addressed by the mail of the 25th
instant to the Governor General, on the subject of the recently ratified Commercial Treaty
with the United States.

Her Majesty’s Government sincerely trust that the common advantages which this Treaty
will secure to Her Majesty’s subjects in North America will be fully appreciated by the in-
habitaunts of Newfoundland, and that its Legislature will readily acquiesce in passing any
Bill which may be requisite for giving effect to its provisions within the Colony. In propos-
ing any measure for this purpose, you will be guided by the suggestions which you may
receive from the Governor General, in accordance with the last paragraph of my despatch
to Loxrd Elgin.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) G. GREY.
GovErNor HaMivTon, &e., &e.
A — ‘
(Cory)
 ‘DOwNING STREET, ‘
24th August, 1854.

My Lorp,—The despatch which you will have received from Lord Clarendon by the lsst
mail will have apprised you of the fact, that intelligence of the ratification by the American
Governwent of the Treaty, in the negotiaticn of which with the United States you have
been recently concerned, has been received bere, and I lose no time in congratulating your
Lordship on this auspicious result of the endeavour which you, and the advisers of your Cana-
dian government, have so long used for achieving this great object, and of the negotiation
with which your Lordship was recently charged.

As yet, however, in consequence of the short time which has elapsed since the ratification
of the Treaty, I have not received from yourself any official account -of these transactions,
nor have Her Mujesty’s Government been made aware of the contents of the Act passed by
Congress for the purpose of ratifying the Treaty.

Ifeel, therefore, that any instructions which I may address to you, must be imperfect, and
their execution contingent on circamstances of which I am not yet fully informed.  But as
the Canadian Legislatare is to meet early next month, I do not think it right to postpone on
this «ccount any communication to you on this important subject. Assuming, therefore, that
the Act of Congress is in conformity with the terms of the Treaty, ard that it embraces all the
Provinces, I proceed to convey to you the views entertained by Her Majesty’s Government
?[‘s to the Legislative measures required to carry into full execution the purposes of the

reaty ;— , ‘ , »
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Article V. runs as follows:— The present Treaty shall take effect as soon as the laws
required to carry it into operation shall have been passed by the Tmperial Parliament of
Great Britain, and by the Provincial Parliaments of those of the British North American Colo-
nies which arc affected by this Treaty, on the one hand, and the Congress of the United
States on the other.”

This Article is, of course, not to be understood as if the assent of the Provincial Legisla-
tures, or even of the Imperial Legislature, were necessary in order to enable the Crown to
execute a valid and binding Treaty with a Foreign Country. This s, in all countries, a pre-
rogative of the Novereign Power ; and in England the Soverciga Power quoad hoc is vested
in the Crown.

o

But the concurrence of the Legislatures may, nevertheless be required to abrogate existing
Laws, which may be, in any respect inconsistent with the intended Treaty ; and it is in this
secse that I conceive the provision of Article V' is properly to be understoad. The Par-
liament of the Unmited Kingdom will beapplied to, for instance, to repeal various provisions
of the statute 59, Geo. 1. ¢. 33, passed in conseqnence of the Couvention of 1818 between
Great Britain and the United States ; and possibly other existing Acts of Parliament may
present impediments which it will require such authont) to remove.

The Imperial Parliament has, further, legal power to overrule any provisions of Colonial
Law which may be in opposition to the Treaty: but it is scarcelv necessary to say that to en-
force that power would be contrary to the principles on which the Government and Legislature
of this country have long acted tosvards the inhabitants of Her Majesty’s Colonial Dommlous
It will, therefore, be advisable to apply,in addition, to the several Colonial Legislatures, as
has been assumed by your Lordship, in framing the Treaty.

The purposes for which such application must be made, and the extent of their repealing
or cnabiing provisious required, must be beiter inown to the Colonisl authorities than to Her
Majesty's Government. They would appear, however, chwf‘y to relate to the following sub-
jecis. The admission of American fishermen to the Colonial Fisheries within Article. I, for
which purpose certain Acts of the Legislatures of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince

Edward Island would require repeal: and the admission of American produce duty free, un-
der Article LIL

For these purposes (to which your own better judgment and that of the Autborities of
the several colonies may perhaps add others) it is not proposed that Imperial Legislation
should Le resorted fo. but that they should be provided for by the several Provincial Legis-

latures, as specified in the Treaty. I entertain no doubt that they will readily concur in
passing the Acts nccessary for this purpose.

T shall cenda copy of these Tnstructions to the Licutenant Governors of the other 1\*mth
American Piovinces by the next mail; but they will be direcied ouly to act in conformity

with any sugzestions which they may reccive from Your Lordship, and I have to request that
you will com:aunicate with thew on the subject.

I have, &c., o
 (Signed) G. GREY.
Governor, the Right Honble, ; :

The Earl of Evciy & Kincarpisg, K. G. &ec., &c., &c.
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COPY OF REPORT FROM J. P. NEVILL, F8Q., TO TIIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOK, ON THE sUBJECT OF IMPROVING THE SANITARY STATE
OT ST. JOHN’S, BY SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

St, Joun’s, NEWFOUNDLAKD,
1 {th October, 1854.

To His Excrrrexcy tHE GoveRNOR, &c., &c., &c. -

Sir,—I have the honor to inform Your Excellency, that in accordance with your directions
I have inspected the Town with a view to a thorough system of Drainage.

The caution to avoid any scueme involving great expense has a paralysing influence wher
the total absence of any sanitary provisions is borne in mind—no drains—no pavements—
numerous small houses without back ledgzes—no places for the deposit of filth and ordure ex
cepting the surface of unpaved alleys, and a total want of privies ; the absence of all thes
things renders a considerable outlay necessary, particularly when it is remembered that the
whole area of the Town is in the same lamentable condition.

Fortunately, the site of the Town is divided into numerous natural area of drainage by t1-
short spurs [running North and Southb] of the main ridge [East and West] on which the
place is situated, and this formation permits, or rather requires a sectional system of drainage.
By this I mean that any one portion gan be drained independently of another, for each hus a
separate outfall to the harbour.

After these preliminary remarks, I will suggest the outlines of a complete system. The
head of the whole is the Military Road. In this, with numerous ramifications of small drains,
the highest waters should be collected. Increasing in bulk as they fall, they should be collect-
c¢d into a main drain in each of the principal streets having a Southerly direction.  One in
Cochrane Street would be used for an area averaging 800 feet in width (400 on each side).
The King’s Road, Prescot Street, {drainage Tarahan’s Town,] the Cathedral Hill, Adelaide
Street, [by the drain now making,] Queen Street, Flower Hill Firebreak, and other Streets
towards River Head [at present requiring small attention,] have their natural drainage areas
independent of each other and to be dealt with as I have described. :

The mouths of these drains in the harbour, at the coves, and under wharves, will them-
selves ultimately be a nuisance of no small magnitude. These places are the centres of in-
dustry, and as such any effluvia there arising will be doubly pernicious. Aslong as drains
empty themselves at those places the evil must exist, for no engineering skill can prevent the
pollution of the neighbouring water. These thingsall point out that the drainage of St. John’s
will not be complete without a main drain the entire length of Water Street, to receive the
contents of all the other drains and discharge the whole into the harbour at the point least
likely to be injurious. This drain, from its size and consequent expense, cannot of course be
contemplated for immediate construction, and it is the least essential part of the system.

The most immediately indispensable drains, are : —
1. Prescott Street main, discharging in Hunter’s Cove, to drain Tarahan’s Town.

2. Flower Hill Fire-break main, to drain the locality in the neighbourhood of Apple-tree-
well, Hutching’s Lane, &c., to take the place of a ditch now existing under numerous houses.
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3. Coclirane Street main, from Gower Street to the harbour, to take the water now running
in an open ditch [between houses} from'the inarsh ‘on the South-side of the Military Road.

4. Magotty Cove—a short covered drain,and the water-course deepened and straightened,

Although my directions referred only to drainage, I trust Your Excellency will permit m®
the hberty of making a few suggestions which do ot strictly belong to that department, al-
though intimately connceted with it, and essential to the health of the Toww.

It would be of the greatest service to have pavements laid simultaneous with the construc-
tion of drains, to pxcvent the de"rmlnmy action of the surface .water about the drain gratings,
which on gravel oulv, soon ca: ases’ the. anonialy of these openings being higher than the sur-
rounding surface. Pavements are essential to prevent that absorption of hquxd refuse whlch ,
would take pldce on a softer surhcn t6 {hfnish material for pernicious vapours. ‘

" But the most important of all is a system of scavengering, and I cannot but think that
this may be made self-supporting, as th.e matter collected from houses, built, as the majority
in St. John's are, without privic_s would be of the most valuable description for manure.

These works cannot be made of the greatest possible good without legislative enactments
requiring proprietors to construct branch drains from their properties.

I have not alluded in any way to the water supply, deficient as it is for domestic purposes.
because I think a sufficient power exists for flushing the drains in the contents of the nume
rous natural water courses which are now the chief and very poisonous drains.

T trust Your Excellency will accept this simply as an introductory Report. Shortly I shall
be in a position to furnish the full details of the whole scheme accompanied with an estimate
of its probable cost.

In conclusion may I be permitted to suggest that the healthiness of some crowded locali-

tics might be much 1mproved by opening stneets through them. For instance, a street
throuvh Tarahan’s Town, ruoning North and ‘South aut of the Queen’s Road into Gower
Strpet and the maintenance of the space recently cleared by fire in the neighbourbood of
Queen Stree would be a great good.
1 bave the honor to.be,
Your Excelleney's
Most “obedient servant,

(Signed) J. P. NEVILL.
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DOCUMENTS IN REFERENCE TO AARON HOGSETT, ESQ.

(CorY)

Downine STREET,
29th August, 1854.

Sir,—I transmit to you, copy ofa further correspondence which has taken place, respecting
the case of Mr. Hogsett, between this Department and Messrs, Little and Emerson, and wish
youto communicate the contents to your Executive Council for their consideration, and in
order that a decision may be taken on it with as little delay as possible.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

. [Signed] * @. GREY.
GoveErNorR HaMmirTON,
&c., &c., &c., Newfoundland.
Tavistoc HoTel,
London, 17th August, 1854.

Sir,—We have the honor to inform you that we have received a note from Mr. Hogsett,
Clerk of the Peace for the District of St. J6hn’s, Newfoundland, intimating your desire that
he should return to the Colony, otherwise he should not receive any part of his salary from
the Government during his absence. )

It was well understood in the Colony that he came to this side of the Atlantic to spend the
remainder of his declining days on half-pay, having been upwards of forty years in the public
service, and his constitution was so shattered as to render him unable to discharge the duties
of his office any longer. With the concurrence of the local Executive and the Assembly, an
acting officer has discharged the dutics of the office, and no inconvenience whatever has been
experienced by the public or any individgal irom this arrangement, and no complaint has
been made of it.

Now, we would venture to appeal to your feelings of commiseration on behalf of Mr.
Hogsett, who has an aged wife and two daughters to support—one of them being a destitute
widow of a minister of the Church of England, having to maintain one or two children by a
econd husband, who is also dead. Mr. Hogsett h-s no means to rely upon but his half pay
allowed to him by the colony ; and his heulth is in such a precarious state that he cannot
attemptto cross the Atlantic without endangering his life.

Under these cirenmstences, we cannot see what obrect can be secured by ordering him out
to a colony, wh.ie h. did no uilicial busiuess for soinc ) ears before he leftit.  We cennot for
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a moment. imagine that you would do an act of such apparent harshness of your own accord,
or at the instance of any one in or out of the colony, if you were fully aware of the circum-
stances.

If he should be unfortunately sent out to Newfoundland, and die on the passage, we do
not hesitate to say that very unpleasant inferences will be drawn against the Local Executive,
and the acting officer, who is a brother-in-law of Mr. Noad, the Surveyor General of the
Island, while Mr. Hogsett’s son is a Liberal member in the Assembly.

Coufiding in your kindly feelings, and apologising for interfering in a matter of so delicate
a character, :

We have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most humble
And very obedient servants,

P. F. LITTLE.
G. H. EMERSON.

DowNING STREET,
29th August, 1854. 2

. GenTLEMEN,—In answer to yourletter of the 17th of this month respecting Mr. Hogsett,
I am directed to express Secretary Sir Geurge Grey's full appreciation of the unfortunate
casc of that gentleman, whose interests you have so warmly advocated. But hc doesnot con-
sider that he would be justified in dealing with the public funds of the people of Newfound-
land, by allowing a public officer, by his' own authority, to continue to draw half salary in
this country without the prospect of returning to his duties. ~ Any indulgence of this nature
[and Sir George Grey is far from denying that such indulgence would in this case be gene-
rously and rightly afforded] must proceed from the Assembly which has the control over
those funds, and not from himself. It will give Sir George Grey, therefore, much satisfac-
tion to hear, that the Governor has thought himself warranted in proposing to the Assembly the
grant of a Retiring Pension to Mr. Hogsett. But unless the initiative is thus taken in the
colony, he cannot feel justified in allowing what must probably be (according to your own
statement) an‘indefinite leave of absence on half salary. . ' :

2. Sir George Grey will,however, permit Mr. Hogsettto remain in this country although
without halfsalary, until a fair time has been allowed ' to enable the proper authorities in
Newfoundland to adopt this course if they think proper. He has sent a copy of this corres-
pondence to the Governor and Mr. Hogsett. ‘

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

HERMAN MERIVALE.



16 APPENDIX.

Misccllaneous.

REPORT OF P. F. LITTLE, ESQ, M. H. A,, DELEGATE ON FREE TRADE
WITH THE UNITED STATES.

On my arrival in Halifax, I found a Telegraph message from Lord Elgin, the Governor-
General of Canada, requiring the Delegates from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia to proceed
to Quebec to meet [is Lordship on the projected Treaty between Great Britain and the
United States for the establishment of Reciprocal Free Trade between the latter country and
the British North American Colonies, and I proceeded accordingly.

On Monday, the 26th June 1854, as the appointed Delegate of the House of Assembly
of Newfoundland, I waited upon the Governor-General, in company with the Hon. William
Young, Dclegate from the government of Nova Scotia, the Hon. Messrs. Chandlier, and Par-
telow, Delegates from the government of New Brunswick, and the Hon, E. M, Archibald,
Delegate from the Executive of Newfoundland. His Lordship stated that he was particu-
larly pleased to see the Delegates from Newfoundland, as he was left in much doubt and
had much difficulty in dealing with the intcrests of the colony in negociating the Treaty
which he had arranged with the Urited States Government on the subjects of Reciprocal
Free Trade, and a mutual participation in the Fisheries of the British North American co-
lonies and certain ports of the United States.  That he was very anxious to have consulted
with Delegates from all these colonies, on his return from England, before he proceeded to
Washington to negociate ; but through some mistake, his letters to the Governor of Nova
Scotia, were not so construcd. He had, however, made himself well acquainted with the
details of the matters confided to him, and time being of much importance in bringing the
negociation to a close, he went to Washington with that view, taking with him Mr. Hincks,
Inspector General of Canada, and Mr. Chandlier, the Delegate from New Brunswick. He
therefore trusted that the Delegates from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia would be satisfied
that he intended no want of deference to the wishes or opinions of the people or of the Gov-
ernments of these colonics in taking the course which, in his judgmient, he deemed most con-
ducive to their interests. His Lordship then read the project of the Treaty to us, which,
after a fortnight’s negociation, he had concluded on behalf of Great Britain and the British
North American colonies, with Mr. Secrefary Marcy, on behalf of the Tnited States ; and
commented on each article as he proceeded.  His Lordship did not deem it usual to publish
such a Treaty until the ratification had been exchanged ; he could not then furnish the dele-
gates with a copy of it, but I have since obtained one, and it is as follows :—

THE FISHERY AND RECIPROCITY TREATY.

A Treaty extending the right of fishing, and regulating the commerce and navigation be-
tween Her Britannic Majesty’s possessions in North America and the United States, conclud-
ed in the city of Washington on the 5th day of June, Anno Domini 1854, between the
United States of America, and Her Majesty the Quéen of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain' and Ireland.

The government of the United States, being equally desirous with Her Majesty the Queen
of Great Britain, to avoid further misunderstanding between their respective citizens and sub-
jects in regard to the extent of the right of fishing on the coasts of British North America
secured to each by Article A. of a convention between the United States and Great Britain,
signed at London, on the 20th day of October, 1818, and being also desirous to regulate the
commexce and: navigation between their respective territories and people, and more especially
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between Her Majesty's possessions in North America, and the United States, in such a man-
ner as to render the same reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory, have respectivelynamied ple-
nipotentiaries to confer and agree thercon—that is to say, the President of the United States
of Ameica, William L. Marcey, Secretary of State of the States, and Her Majesty, the Queen
of Great Britain and Ircland, James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine Lord Bruce and Elgin, a
Peer of the United Kingdom, Knight of the most ancieat and most noble Order of the Thistle,
and Governor General in and over all Her Britannic Majesty’s Proviaces on the Continent
of North America,and in and over the Island of Prince Edward, who, after having communi.-
cated to each other their respective full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed
upon the tollowing articles :—

ArTicLE 1.—lt is agreed by the high contracting parties, that in addition to the liberty
secured to the United States fisherman by the above mentioned convention of 1818, of taking,
curing and drying fish on certain coasts of the British North American colonies therein de-
fined, Jhe inhabitants of the United States, shall have in common with the subjects of her Bri-
tannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of every kind except shell fish, on the sea coasts and
shores, and in the bays, harbors and creeks of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Tsland, and of the several Islands thercunto adjacent, without being restricted to any
distance from the shore, with permission to land upor the coasts and shores of these colonies
and the Islands thereto, and upon the Magdalen Islands, for the purpose of drying their nets
and curing their fish—provided that in so doing they do nut interfere with the rights of private
property, or with British fishermen, in the pcaceable use of any part of the said coast in their
occupancy for the same purpose. It is understood that the above mentioned liberty applies
solely to the sea-fishery,and that salmon and shid-fisheries, and all fisheries in rivers and
mouths ot rivers are hereby reserved exclusively for British Fishermen. And it is further
agreed, that in order to prevent or settle any disputes as to the places to which the reservation
of exclusive right to British Fishermen, contained in this article, and that of fishermen of the
United States, contained in the next succeeding article, apply, that te each of the high con-
tracting parties, o the application of eiti:cr to the other shall, within six months thereafter,
appoint a Commissioner.

The said Commissioners, before proceeding to any business, shall inake and subscribe a
solemn declaration, that they will impartially and carefully decide, to the best of their judg-
ment, and according to justice and equity, without fear, favor or affection to their own coun-
try, upon all such places as are intended to be reserved and excluded from the common
liberty of fishing under this and the next succeeding article, and such declaration shall be
entered on the record of their proceedings.

The Commissioners shall namo some third person to act as arbitrator or umpire in any
cause or causes on which they may themsélves differ in opinion. If they should not be able
to agree upont the name of such person, they shall each name a persoa, and it shall be de-
termined by lot which of the two persons so named ehall be arbitrator or umpire in cases of
difference or disagrcement between the Commissioners.

The person so to be chosen to be arbitrator or umpire shall, before proceeding to act as
such in any case, make and subscribe a solemn declaration, in a form similar to that which

shall already have been made and subscribed by the Commissioners, which shall be entered
on the record of their proceedings.

In the event of the death, sbsence, or incapacity of cither of the Commissioners or the ay.
bitrator, or umpire, or of their or his omitting, declining or ceasing to act as such Comumis.
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sioner, arbitrator, or umpire, another and different person shall be appointed or named, as
aforesaid, to act assach Commissioner, arbitrator, or umpire, in the place and stead of the person
so originally anpointed or named as aforesaid, and shall make and subscribe such declaration
as aforesaid.

Such Commissioners shall proceed to examine the coasts of the North American Provinces
and of the United States embraced within the provisions of the first and second article of this
Treaty, and shall designate the places reserved by the said articles from the common right of
fishing therein. H,P decision of the Commissioners, and of the arbitrator or umpire, shall
be given in writing in cach case, and shall be signed by them respectively. The high
contracting m.t*es vereby solemnly engage to consider the decision of the Commissioners
jointly, or of the arbitrator or umpire, as the case may be, as absolutely final and conclusive
in each case decided upon by them or him respectively.

Axnt 2—1It is agreed by the high contracting parties that British subjects shall have, in
common with the citizens of the United States, “the liberty to take fish of every kind except
shell-fish, on the eastern sea-coasts and shores of the United States north of the thirty-sixth
parallel of north Iatitude, and on the shores of the several islands thereto adjacent, and in the
bays, harbors and crecks of the said sea, the coasts and shores of the United States and of the
caid island, without being restricted to any distance from the shores, with permission to land
upon the said coasts and shores of the United States and of the islands aforesaid, for the
purpose of drying their nets, and curing their fish, provided thatin so doing they do not interfere
with the rights of property, or with the fishermen of the United States, in the peaceable uscof
any part of the said coast in their occupancy for the same purpose.

Tt is understool that the above mentioned liberty applies solely to the sea fishery, and that
salmon and shad fisheries and all fisheries in the rivers and mouths of rivers are hereby reserved
exclusively for fishermen of the United States.

ArT. 3.1t is agreed that the articles enumerated in the schedule hereunto anunexed, being
the growth and prod«xco of the aforesaid British Colonics or of the Unuec’ States, shall be ad-
mitted into sach country respectively free of duty.

S CH EDULE

Grain, flour, and breadstuffs of all kinds ; animals of all kinds ; fresh, smoked and salted
meats, cotton, wool, seeds and vegetables ; undried fruits ; fish of all kmds ; products of fish
and all creatares living in the water; poultry, eggs; hldes furs, skins, or tails undressed ;
stone or marble in its crude or undressed state; slate butter, cheese, tallow; lard, horns, ma-
nures, ores of metals of all kinds; coal; tar, pitch, turpentine, ashes; timber and lumber of
all kinds, round, hewed, and sawed, manufactured in whole or in part ; firewood ; plants, shrubs,
and trces ; pelts, wool; fish cil ; rice, broom-corn and bark; gypsum, glound or unground ;
hewn or wmucht or unmouo’ht burr or grindstones; dye- stuﬁ:, flax, hemp, and tow unma-
nufactured ; unmqnufzctmed tobaceco; rags.

ArT. 4—Itisagreed that the citizensand inhabitants of the United States, shall have the
right to navigate the river St. Lawrence and the Canals in Canada, used as the means of commu-
nicating between the great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean, with their vessels, boats, and crafts,
as fully as the subjects of her Britannic Majesty, subject only to the same tolls and other assess-
ments as now or may hereafter be exacted of Her Majesty’s said subjects, it being understood,:
however, that the British Government retains the right of suspending this privilege on giving
due notice thereof to the Government of the United States,
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It is further agreed, that if at any time the British Government should exercise the said
reserved right, the government of the United States shall have the right of suspending, if it
thinks fit. the operation of Article’3 of the present Treaty, in so far as the Province of Ca-
nada is affected thereby, for so lornz as the suspension of the free navigation of the river St.

Lawrence or the Canals may continue.

It is further agreed that British subjects shall have the right freely to navigate Lake
Michigan with their vessels, boats, and crafts, so long as the privilege of navigating the river
St. Lawrence, secured tu Americans by the above clause of the present article, shall continue;
and the Government of the United States further engage to urge upon the State Govern-
ments to secure to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty the use of the several Canals on

terms of equality with the inhabitants of the United States.

It is further agreed, that no export duty, or other duty, shall be levied on lumber, or tim-
ber of any kind cut on that portion of the American territory in the state of Main, watered
by the river St. John and its tributaries, and floated down that river tothe sea, when the
same is shipped to the Uuited States from the Province of New Brunswick.

Aur. 5. The present Treaty shall take effct as soon as the laws required to carry it into
operation shall have been passed by the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain and the Pro-
viucial Parliaments of those of the British North American Colonics which are affected by
this Treaty, on the onc hand, and by the Congress of the 'United States on the other ; such
asscnt having been given, the ‘I'reaty shall remain in force for ten vears frow the date at which
1t may come into operation :—and further until the expiration of twelve months after either
of the high con:raciing parties shall givé notice to the other of its wish to terminate the
same, each of the high contracting parties being at liberty to give such notice to the other,
at the end of the said term cf ten years, or at any time afterwards.

It is clearly undcrstood, however, that this stipulationisnot intended to affect the reserv-
ation made by Article 4. of the present Treaty, with regard to the right of temporarily sus-
pending the operation of Ariicles 3. and 4. thereof.

ART. 6.—And it is hereby further agreed, that the provisions and stipulations of the fore-
going Articles shall extend to the Island of Newfoundland, so far as they are applicable to
that colony. But if the [mperial Parliament, the Provincial Parliameat of Newtourdland,
or the Congress of the United States, shall not embrace in their laws, enacied for carrying
this Treaty into effect, the colony of Newfoundland, then this Article shall be of no effect ;
but the vniission to make provision by law to give it effect, by either of the Legislative Bodits
aforesaid, shall not in any way impair the remaining Articles of this Treaty.

Ant. 7.—The present Treaty shall be duly ratified, and the mutuai exchange of ratifica-

tious shall take place in Washington, within six months from the date thereof, or earlier if
possible.

In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed this Treaty, and have
herecunto aflixed our Seals.

_Done in triplicate, at Washington, the 5th day of June, Aunno Domini, One Thousand
Eigbt Hundred and Fifty Four,

W. L. MARCY, [r. &
ELGIN & KINCARDINE [ s]
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His Lordship stated that he had contended for the Registry of British Colonial Vessels ird
the United States, but he found that if he insisted on such astipulation, he should only have
endangered the whole measure, as Congress would not, he was assured, sanction it at present.
He had no doubt, however, from the increased carrying trade which the free admission of coals
into the United States, and the general ‘operation of the Treaty would be found to secure to
British Colonial Vessels, that no inconvenience or loss would be felt on this head by the Colo-
nists, and when the Americans should find, as they would very soon, that the Coionial Vessels
could be built, and consequently sailed, cheaper than American Vessels, which would give
the Colonial shipping the command of the inter-Colonial carrying trade and the carrying trade
with the United States, they would gladly relinquish that restriction and permit the colonists
to participate fully in the American coasting trade which would of course secure the registry
of British Vessels in the United States..

With reference to the abolition of the American bounties; he found it unwise and useless to
urge their abandonment. They were a mere matter of internal state policy, and would fall as
a matter of course when the produce of the British Fisheries should be admitted into Ameri-
can markets duty free, for it would then be impossible for the American Government to pre-
vent fraud in the introduction of British fish for American caught fish for the purpose of
obtaining the bounties. :

This being evident, he did not press this question upon the consideration of the American
Government.

As to the retention of an ad valorem duty in Newfoundland he found great difficalty in deal-
ing with that subject, as he had with the question of admitting, Newfoundland inté the Treaty.
When he left England he anticipated no difficulty in relation to that colony in the general
arrangements applicable to $he other colonies, but two days before he left Washington, he
received despatches from London in reference to Newfoundland, which considerably embar-
rassed him. He liad, however, made the best terms he could effect for the colony, and it was
possible that Congress might make an exception in favor of its retention of an ad valorem
duty for mere purposes of revenue, but the insertion of such a clause would have been at vari-
ance with the general bearing of the Treaty, and he had therefore to take the matter asit now
stood. : ‘

As to the passing of laws by the respective colonies in accordance with the terms of the
Treaty, there was no time defined for that, but it was worthy of consideration whether such a
course would be desirable upon the Treaty being sanctioned by the American Senate; or if
Congress rose without embodying it into a law, whether it would be expedient to pass condi-
tional acts in the colonies to come into force upon the Proclamation of the Governor to follow
the passing of a similar law of Congress. These were points on which he would wish to have
the views of the Delegates.

The Delegates entered fully into a frank discussion of all the stipulations of the Treaty.
and having expressed their satisfaction with their general bearing without their undertaking
to bind the Governmentsthey respectively represented, promised to consider the matters sub-
mitted to them. His Lordship stated that it gave him much pleasure to find that his efforts
to benefit the colonies had proved successful, and that he would be happy to have a further
interview with the Delegates on the following day at two o'clock, to receive any further sug-
gesfions which they might be pleased to make.
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I waited upon His Lordship on the following day with the other Delegates, and having
stated that the retention of the bounties by the Americans would be unfavourably received
by the people of Newfoundland, and that I should wish to understand clearly if it was proba-
ble that Congress would make an exception in favor of this colony, to permit it to impose for
the mere purposes of revenue an ad wvalorem duty of five per cent. on imports, His Lord-
ship stated that he had no reason to fear the effects of the bounty on our fishermen, as they
would always command counterbalancing advantages over the Americans ; but as to the
retention of the duty, he did not feel himself justified in holding out any hopes to that effect.

Such is the Treaty, and it will be for the Legislature to determine on availing of its terms if
they wish to participate in its'advantages. It has since been ratified by the Imperial and
American Governments, and has been or will be accepted by Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, and Prince Edward Island without opposition. Although it does not contain a provision
which the Assembly desired for the abolition of the American bounties, and the retention of a
certainamount of duty, it secures for the colony in every other respect all the advantages for
which the Assembly successfully contended, and I have no hesitation in saying, that it is ow-
ing solely to the exertions of the Assembly and its Delegates to America and England last year
that Newfoundland has been included in the Treaty. It will, therefore, remain for the Assem-
bly to adapt its Revenue Bill to meet itsterms, if the produce of our fisheries is to be admitted
into the mariets of the Union upon equal terms with similar produce of the neighbouring
colonies.

All which is respectfully submitted.

P. F. LITTLE.

EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE TO. I‘N’QUIRE INTO
THE MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE MAIL SERVICE, BETWEEN ST.
JOEN’S AND HALIFAX.

The Select Committee appointed to inquire into the manner in which ‘ﬂrié"Packet Service is
carried out between St. John’s and Halifax, beg to report, that they have taken the evidence
of several gentlemen on the subject whose testimony they beg to annex :—

The Committee think the facts set forth in the evidence demand that the atiention of the

H}o.medGof\‘rernment be directed to the subject with a view to the correction of the evils com-
plained of. |

A. SHEA, Chairman.
P. F. LITTLE,
G. J. HOGSETT.

€ommirtee Roow, 3
Nov. 24th, 1854, }
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Nicaoras Mubece, Esq., Merchant.

I was a passenger in the Merlin from St. John’s to Halifax, in September last. It was
then generally stated on board that the ship’s boilers were in a very defective state and she
could not be pressed in consequence. After being in the States for some time, I re-
turned to Halifax witha view of taking passage for St. John’s on the 12th October, and my
business arrangements were made accordingly. On my arrival in Halifax, 1 called at Messrs.
Cunard’s office and inquired respecting the steamer for St. John’s. I was told there was no
steam conveyance, the Merlin being unfitin consequence of her boilers being worn out, and
the Ospray having a short time previously been chartered to bring wrecked goods from St.
John’s to Philadelphia., On the following morning, Friday 13th, I called again and inquiréd
as to their intentions respecting a conveyance. The reply was, there was none, that a sailing
vessel had been offered and that if I called again I should get an answer. 1 called next day
(Saturday) and was then told the Brigantine Orion was engaged to take the mails, but this
vessel did not leave Halifax until Monday the 16th, four days after the regular period for the
transmission of the mails. Three gentlemen from the States who accompanied me to Halifax
ou their way to St. John’s on business, returned home on finding that the usual conveyance
by steam was not available, and I was compelled to remain seventeen days in Halifax, as the
Orion was unfit for passengers; I waited for the next Boat. The mails from Boston arrived
on Friday morning 27th October. The Ospray did not arrive from Philadelphia until Mén-
day morning 30th and left for St. John’s with the Mails at 3 o’clock that evening, nearly four
days bebind the time when they should have been sent.

NICHOLAS MUDGE.

James B. Woop, Esq, Merchant.

I arrived in Halifax from Canada on Wednesday the 11th October. 1 went to take pas-
sage for St. John’s at Cunard’s office that evening. I was told nothing could be done and
was asked to call in the morning. The Merlin was then lying at the wharf, declared to be
~unfit for service. Icalled as desired on Tharsday morning, and was then told that no arrange-
ment would be made until after the sailing of the Alps then at the wharf, embarking troops
for England. On the following morning (F'riday) I ealled again—saw Mr. Cunard who told
me to call at one or two o’clock—that he had been offered a vessel, but had not seen her—I
cailed accordingly, but found that nothing had been done, and in the course of the evening I
learned that the Orior had been charfered. It was not until Saturday night (14th) that this
vessel was ballasted and she remained in'port until Monday morning ; she then went to sea
and returned in the course of the day and finally sailed on Tuesday. It was a matter of
common notorjety both in St. Johp’s and in' Halifax during the whole of the past sumnier,
that -the Merlin’s boilers were ufisafe and should have been renewed some timé ago. The
breaking down of this vessel was therefore a matter which had long been foreseen.

JAMES B. WOOD.

Evcexius - Harvey, Esq., Merchant.

Iam doing a large business with Canada and the States and my business.arrangements are
based on the transmission of the mails by steamers at regular periods. The recent derange-
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ment of the mail service from the cause referred to by Messrs. Mudge and Wood, whose:state-
ments I have heard—has been attended with serious inconvenience to me, and 1 believe to
all concerned in the trade move or less. Thetrade has saffered on many occasions from simi-
lar causes, and must continue to suffer from time to time while the service is carried out as
now with so little regard to the interests of this place. I the grant now paid for the service
were given to the colony, I ‘have no doubt an efficient arrangement might be made for
the conveyance of the mails by steam, and the evils be obviated of which the public have
several time bhad cause to complain during the past few years.

E. HARVEY.

Peter G. Tessier, Esq,, Merchant,

I am connected in business with the United States and Canada, and I consider the present
arrangements for the conveyance of the mails between this place and Halifax, a very ineffici-
ent one, often causing great inconvenience and serious loss to the trade. When I speak of
the inefficient character of the present system, I refer specially to the fact well known during
the past summer, that for many montls past the builers of the Merlin have becn unfit for the
work she had to perform, and that she was permitted to continue in the scrvice notwith.
standing her very defective state. Irefer also to the permission giveu to the Contractor to em-
ploy sailing vessels in case of accident happening to the stcamer—a permission which proba-
bly influenced the continuance of the Merfin long after she was unfit for the service. On a
Iate occasion the mails were reccived by a sailing vessel, the Merlin having at last broken
down, which mails left Boston on Wednesday, 11th of October, arrived at Halifax on the 12th
and should have been here by sieamer onthe 16th. I have heard that this sailing vessel
was not despatched from Halifax until the 16th, whereas she should have been ready on the
13th. This mail did not arrive here unil the 24th. Return mails were made up on the 26th,
this being the day on which in the usual course they were due and would have been received
in Boston. The only way in which the prescnt arrangement can be made efficient, is to re-
store the clause in the original coutract by which a reserve boat was provided, but which
clause has since been withdrawn.

Iconcur in the opinion expressed by Mr. Harvey, that if the Home Government could be
induced to grant to the colony the amouut already paid for thas serviceit would be well sod
efficiently performed. ‘

P. G. TESSIER.

Josx M'GRrEGor, Esa., Merchant,

I consider the mail service as at present carried out, (the contractors having power to layon
a sailing vessel, apparently when they please) a serious inj.ury to the ;r;xdg of the cq.lon.y
The only way to remedy the evil is to have a reserve steamer in case of accident. ' -¥t7ras a
subject of common remark duririg the whéle season, that the boilers of the Merlin were neatly
worn out and incapable of bearing the ordinary pressure. ' ’ B
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Under these circumstances the vessel should have been laid up for repair some months ago.
The breakdown which has since taken place was long expected if they persisted her in keep-~
ing her employed. The employment of a sailing vessel to take the Merlin’s place has
caused considerable derangement in the trade, particularly at the present time when the ex-
cited state of the flour and grain markets renders systematic communication on which the
trade had been relying, a matter of much consequence. If efficient steamboats be employed,
I think the arrangements are good in other respects.

J. MACGREGOR.

W. L. AxtHoNY, Esq., Merchant,—

Iconsider the mail service between this and Halifax to be inefficiently performed on ac-
count of the several occasions on which sailing vessels have been employed to carry the
mails. The steamer Merlin has been reported during the last six months, to be unfit for
service owing to the defective condition of her boilers ; and had there been an efficient carry-
ing out of the service, this vessel would have been laid up for repairs some months ago. The
boilers of this vessel, having at length become wholly unfit, and her employment no longer
possible, she was laid up at Halifax, to go to England, it is said, under canvass.

The substitution of sailing vessels for steam communication causes an evil of a very aggru-
vated form, in the disappointment occasioned to commercial operations. Were people not led
to believe in regularity of communication, under ordinary circumstances, expecting the mails
to be conveyed by steam, they would have opportunities of making different arrangements.
I consider it would, of the two evils, be better to bave no steam communication whatever, than
to have it so irregularly, as has been the case with this colony. I have little doubt, that if
the subsidy paid by the British government for this service, now so indifferently carried aut,
were paid to the colony instead, the direct communication between St. John’s and Halifax:
might be kept up with great satisfaction to all.

Public ramour asserts, and I believe it, that the present contractor is utterly indifterent to
the annoyances the trade may suffer, or how much inconvenience may arise from the want of
suitable conveyances for our mails and passengers to and from Halifax, because this colony
did not, as was expected. a few years sincé, vote an additional sum of money from its own.
resources, for the service, besides the one paid by the Home Government.

W. L. ANTHONY.

Wiziam Boyp, Ese., Mevchant,—

I participate in the general dissatisfaction which exists in the community regarding the
mail packet service. The M.rlin was spoken of during the whole of the past season as unfit
for employment.  Very serious mercantile inconvenience has resulted from the late breakdown
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of that vessel and the employment of a sailing vessel, and these evils we shall continue to be
exposed to, unless a reserve steamer be keptin Halifax to serve in case of need.

WILLIAM BOYD.

Tuomas R. Smrrm, Esq., Merchant,—

The irregularity wtth which letters are transmitted by the present mail conveyance causes
great inconvenience and loss to the Trade. Competent judges thought the Merlin should
have been taken off the line some months ago, owing to the very defective condition of her
boilers. The breakdown appears the necessary and dreaded consequence of her continued
employment. If the amount now paid for the conveyance of the mails were offered to com-
petition, it would procure the efficient carrying out of this service. The vessels required for
this service should not be permitted to engage in any casual employment.

THOS. R. SMITH.

Patrick Tasker, Esq., Merchant,—

The feeling of dissatisfaction is general with regard to the earrying out of the mail service
between Halifax and this port—particularly in consequence of the occasional employment of
sailing vessels which causes great uncertainty in the operations of Trade. In Trade arrange-
ments, such as orders for Insurance and Bill transactions, serious consequences must almost
necessarily resalt from a deviation in the regular transmission of the mails. I see no remedy
for these evils but in the restoration of the clause in the original contract by which the con-
tractor was obliged to keep a reserve steamer in case of accident. Iknow as a matter of fact
that the Merlin was unfit for service for months before her recent breakdown, arising from the
defective condition of her boilers, &c., and as this fact was well known to the contractor, he
was not warranted in employing the Ospray for mercantile purposes, and would not have
dcne so had he cared to carry out the spirit and intention of his contract.

PATRICK TASKER.

Ewen Staps Esq., Merchant,—

I have heard Mr. Tasker’s evidence, and concur generally therein. The community were
naturally much annoyed when on a recent occasion, they saw the Ospray steamer, which was
usually employed in the mail service, arrive here to take away wrecked goods, while the
mails wezc being conveyed in a sailing vessel which took eight days to get here. The com-
munication with Sydaey which is a part of the mail contract was entirely suspended by this
circumstance. The employment of sailing vessels has often taken place during the last few
years. :

E WEN STABB.
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RosERT Prowsk, Esq, Merchant,—

I concur in the evidence of Mr. Tasker and Mr. Stabb, and have further to state that in the
continued employment of the Merlin during the past season, there was manifested a great
disregard of life—the vessel having been notoriously inefficient in the condition of her boilers
and machinery, and would be unable to get off a lee-shore in an ordinary gale. From the
well-known defective condition of this vessel it is a matter of great surprise that the autho-
rities whose province it is to see to the efficiency of the vessel on the line, should have al-
lowed her to Le continued in the service.

ROBERT PROWSE.

‘Wn. Barxes, Esq., Merchant,—

I concurin the testimony of Messrs. Tasker, Stabband Prowse. If the mail service be not
carried out better than of late it has been, I think itwould be better to abolish it, as then
the mercantile community would not be led astray by relying on a systematic communication
which hasso often failed. If the grantof £4150 sterling, now given by the British Govern-
ment for this service were handed over to the colony, I have no doubt that an arrangement
could be made for the satisfactory transmission of the mails by steam. From the experience
of the past, I think the control of the service, as far as regards this colony should be with
the local government, and not with the admiral, who appears fo have no interest beyond the
regular transmission of the Bermuda mails.. The Merlin was employed long after she was
unfit, owing to her defective machinery, and such cases have before occurred, though these
vessels are subject to the admiral’s approval. The mail before the last was twelve days in
reaching this place from the time of its arrival at Halifax, and this mail contained many
orders for insurance on cargoes from the States, which cargoes might have been lost before
the arrival of the said orders,—-the run from the United States having been repeatedly made
herein six days by sailing vessels.  The trade with the States is very large, and the regular
transmission of correspondence is therefore matter of much importance.

‘WILLIAM BARNES.
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what action has been taken on the Address of last session in reference to his
conduct on the Southern Circuits of 1852 and 1853, 79, 1023, reply, 113.

DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR — -

In reply to Address from the House of Assembly praying for Responsible Govern-
ment, 64, appendix, 7, 8. '

Accompanying “copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of State to the Governor
General of Canada on the subject of the Treaty of Trade between the United-
States and the British N, A, Provinces, 66, Appendix, 10.
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D.

DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES TO.
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERXOR, [oxTinuen]

In reply to His Excellency’s Despatch on the subject of a suspending clause being’
required to be added to the Representation Bill, 101.

DESPATCH FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES—
In reference to a suspending clause being required to be added to the Representas
tion Bill, 114,
DRAINAGE—

Report of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving sanitary state of St. John’s by,
66, Appendix,12

DUIIES OF CUSTOMS—

Comparative statement of amount collected for the quarters ended 10th October,
1852, 1853, and 1854, 68, appendix, 7.

E.
EDUCATION—

Bill for encouragement of, see Bills, No 2.

ELECTIONS GENERAL—
Address to the Governor in reference to time of holding, 117, reply, 119, 120.
Select Committee to report upon the most favourable time for holding, 121.

Amendment on motion for adoption of Resolutions reported from Committee of
the Whole on the state of the colony in reference to the time of holding, nega-
tived on division, 126.

Address to the Secretary of State in reference to conduct of Hxs Excellency the
Governor in not holding, 127.

Address to the Imperial Parliament, 132,
Address to the Governor with resolutions in reference to his refusal to hold this
fall, 133.
EMERSON HUGH ALEXANDER—

Address requesting His Excellency to forward to him the proportion of annual sa-
lary granted to him. 105.

ESTIMATE—
Of the civil expenditure of the Island, fox 1854, 68, appendix, 3.



8 | INDEX.

F\
FERRYMEN—
Salaries voted, 90.
FREE TRADE—
See Trade.
G.

GAOLERS OUTPORT—

Salaries voted, 88.
GOVERNMENT OFFICERS OF—

Bill to provide Retiring Allowances for, see Bills No. 3.
GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBLE—

Report of Delegates to London, 7.

Address to the Governor for copies of Despatchesrelating to, 62,
Despatches from the Secretary of State in weference to, 64, appendix, 78S,

Resolution of Thanks to Delegates for their advocacy of the claims of this Coloxy
to, 66.

GOVERNOR HIS EXCELLENCY—
Speech at the opening of the Session, 2-
Messages from, See messages.
Replies to Addresses, See Addresses.

Addross to Secretary of Statein reference to conduct of in not holding the General
Elections and praying for his removal, 127.

Address to accompanying Resolutions in reference to not holding the Elections this
fall, 133.

DOCUMENTS LAID BEFORE THE HOUSE BY COMMAND OF—

Despatches from the Secretary of State on the subject of Responsible Government,
Appendix.

Copy of Despatch from the Secretary of State accompanving copy of a Despatch
from the Secretary of State to the Governor General of Canada on the subject of
the treaty of trade between the United States and the British North American

colonies, Appendix.

Report of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving the sanitary state of St. John'®
by sewerage and drainage, Appendix.

Estimate ot the Civil Expenditure of the Island for 1854, Appendix.

Comparative statement of Duties collected for the quarters ended 10th October,
1852, 53, and 54, Appendix.
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HEALTH PUBLIC~

Message from His Excellency in reference to expenditure required for presetvation
of in St. John’sand Outports, 66, Address in reply to 67.

HEALTH BOARD OF—
Petition from Secretary of on the subject of Sanitary improvements, 65.
HOGSETT AARON—

Address to the Goverror in reference to, 94, reply, 113, correspondence, Ap-
pendix, 14.

HOSPITAL ST. JOHN’S—

Resolutions reported from Committee of Supply in reference to expendlture of grang
in support of, 95.

HUME JOSEPH Esqr., M. P..

Letter from to the Speaker in reply to the Address of last session soliciting his ¢o<
operation with the Delegates to procure Responsible Government, 5,

Resolution in reference to likeness of being placed in the Legislative Hall, T4
Resolution of Thanks to 132. -
L.

LIGHTHOUSES—

Petitions from Bonavista Bay for on the Offer Wadham and Green Island, 99,
LITTLE P. F.— '

Resolution appointing him Delegate to the Imperial Government, 132,
3 LOAN——

Resolution reported fx:om Comtmttee of Supply in. reference to of Ten Thousand
Pounds, 96, . :

M:
MAGISTRATES ST. JOHN’S—

Salaries voted, 84.
MAGISTRATES OUTPORT—

Salaries voted, 85.
MALL SERVICE—

Petition from J. S. Clift and others of St. John s for 1mprovement in betﬂeen this
Port and Halifax, 72. - : \
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MAIL SERVICE [coNTINUED]

Select committee to réport upon the present mode of carrying out, 73, evidence
taken before Appendix, 21.

MEMBERS OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY—

Attend His Excellency at the opening of the Session, 3.
- MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY—

In reference to the sanitary condition of the town of St. John's and the Outports,
66, Address in reply to, 67,0n the subject of a suspending clause being added to
the Representation Bill, 73, Address in reply to, 74.

MESSAGE FROM H. M. COUNCIL—

Requesting a conference on with the Assembly upon the subject of certain Amend’
ments made by the Council upon the Representation Bill, 68,

Accompanying the Amcndments on the Representation Bill and reasons therefor, 72,
With statement of Contingencies, 107.

On the subject of Rctiring Allowances being granted to the Colonial Treasurer
and Collector of Revenue, 115, Messaze in reply to, 119,

MESSAGES TO H. M. C—
In reply to the message reqﬁesting a conference on the Representation Bill, 69.

In reply to the message of H. M. Council with reasons for making amendments on
the Representation Bill and declining to accede thereto, 72,

Requesting to be furnished with the amount of their Contingencies, 94, reply, 107.

In reply to Message on the subject of a Retiring Allowance to the Colonial Trea-
surer and Collector of Revenue, 115, division, 146.

Requesting that the Bill te provide Retiring Allowances for certain officials may be
sent down to the House of Assembly, 135.

N.
NEVILLE J. P—

Report of on the subject of improving the sanitary state of St. John's by sewerage
and drainage, 66, Appendix, 12.

"NEWFOUNDLAND COLONY OF—
Committee of the Whole on the state of, See Committge .of the Whole.
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PETITIONS MISCELLANEOUS—

No. 1. From Jobn Osborae of St. John’s for the appointment of Outer Doorkeep-
er, 64.

2. ¢ Mathew Joyce of St. John's of the same tenor as the foregoing, 64,
3. Joseph Walsh of St. John's of the same tenor as the foregeing, 65.

4.  The Secretary of the Board of Health praying for certain sanitary
improvements, 65.

5. ¢ Henry H. Stabb, Physician of the Lunatic Asylum for an additional
grant to complete the buxldmg, 65,

6. < JamesS. Clift and others praying for an improvement in the Mail
Service between St. John’s and Halifax, 72.

7. ¢ William Gallop and others of Fortune Bay praying for an alteration
in the Mail route, 77.

8. ¢ James Seaton Official Reporter for compensation for reporting De-
bates during the illpess of the Assistant Reporter last session, 77.

9. ¢ VWilliam Butler of Burin for compensation for building a saspension
Bridge at Tides Brook, 77.

10. George J. Hogsett of St. John’s for remuneration as Law Repotter, 81.
11.  Joseph Woods of St. John's for remuneration for publishing Almanae, 81,

12. William Brown and others of Kings Cove for a Lighthouse on the offer
Wadham and on Green Island, 99.

13. « Michael Farrell and others of Benavista for a lighthouse on Green
Island, 99.

14. * Joha Musson and others of Greenspond for a’lighthouse on ‘Green

Island, 99. ) , -
15. “ The Directors of the Newfoundlaud Steam Packet Company for a
grant in aid of 119,
PROCLAMATION—

Assénting to Bills passéd during the Session, 137.
Dissolving the General Assembly, 138

PROROGATION—

Mr. Speaker informs the House of the time appomted by His 'EXcellency for of the
General Assembly, 135,
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P.

PROVIDENT SOCIETY OF NEWFOUNDLAND—
Bill to incorporate, See Bills of H. M. Council, No. 1.

Q.
QUORUM—
House adjourned for want of, 67, 67, 68,
R.
REGISTRATION—

Bill to suspend for one year certain parts of the Act for, See Bills No. 7.

Resolution in reference to of the district of Burgeo and LaPoile reported from Conse
mittee of Supply, 95.

REPORTS—
Of Select Committecs. See Committees Select.
O Committees of the Whole, See Committces of the Whole.

Of Delegates to London and the United States. Sce Responsible Government and
Free Trade.

Of J. P. Neville on the subject of improving the sanitary state of Si. John’s by
sewcrage and drainage, Appendix, 12.

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING DEBATES—
Select Committee to inquire into the present mode of, 3.

REPRESENTATIVES—

Bill to increase the present number of in the General Assembly, See Bills No. ¥,

REVENUE BILL—
Address to the Governor accompanying resolutions in reference to, 136.

RESOLUTIONS—
For Select Committee to prepare Address of Thanks, 5.

1n reference to lithgraphic likeness of Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., 7.

Of Thanks to Delegates to the Imperial Government to advocate the claims of this
coloay to Responsible Government, 66.

That the Bill to Incorporate sundry persons by the name of the Newfoundland
Provident Society be read this day six months.

SRR Reported from Committee of the Whole on Free Trade with the Unitgd States, 104,
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R.
RESOLUTIONS—{coNTINUED.)
Appointing P. F. Little, Esq., Delegate to the Imperial Government, 132.
Of Thanks to Joseph Hume, Esq., M. P., 132,

Accompanying Address to the Governor on the subject of his not holding the Elec*
tions this fall, 133.

In reference to the Revenue Bill being im Aerilled by His Excellency not holdi
the-Elections this fall, 136. § impertied by cellency not holding

That the House adjourn till the 10th January, 136.
RULES OF THE HOUSE—
Suspended in reference to Supply, 78.
Suspended in reference to all measures before the House, 81.
8.
SAINT JOHN'S TOWN OF—

Report of J: P. Neville on the subject of improviog sanitaty state of by fewerage
and drainage, Appendix, 12.

SEATON JAMES-—

Petition from for compensation for reporting Debates during the illness of the As-
sistant Reporter, 77;

SEWERAGE—
See Drainage.
SPEAKER MR— .
Informs the House of His Excellency’s Speech at the openihg of the Session, 3.

Presents to the House letter from Joseph Hume, Esq,, M, P., in reply to the Address
of last session, soliciting his services in the cause of Responsible Government, 5.

Informs the House of the time appointed by His Excellency to receive the Address
- of Thanks in reply to the opening Speech, 62.
Informs the House of His Excellency’s reply to the Address of Thanks, 63.

Informs the House of having received a communication from Mr. Secretary Crowdy
requesting that the Bills passed duriig the Session may be sentup for the Go-
vernor’sexamination, 134, reply, 134. :

Informs the House of His Excellency’s intention to prbrogue the Assembly, 135.
STATES UNITED— : |

Report of Delegates to Washington in reference to Free Trade with 65, Appendix ,16.
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STATES UNITED [coNTiNUED.]

Resolutions reported from' Committee of the Whole 6n Free’Tildé‘;with, 104, sce
Trade Free.

STEAM PACKET COMPANY, NEWFOUNDLAND—
Petition from Directors of for grant in aid of, 119.
SUPPLY— | |
Resolution granting to Her Majesty, 78.
Rules of the House suspended in reference to, 78.

Committee of the Whole on, progress reported, 78, 82. Resolutions reported, 88
95. Bill to provide for the Civil Expenditure forthe year endmo 31st Decem-
ber, 1854, See Bills, No. b.

T.
TRADE FREE—
Report of Delegates to Washingtonin reference to mth the United States, 15, Ap-
pendix, 16.

Copy of Dispatch to His Excellency the Governor from the Secretary of State on
the subject of, 66, Appendix, 10.

Committee of the Whole on with the United States, 193, Resolations reported, 104.
Address requesting His Excellency to forward Resolutions on to the British Minis-
ter at Washington and the Secretary of State for the colonies in refererce to, 105,
reply, 112.
TREASURER COLONIAL-—

Message from H. M. Council on the subject of a retiring allowance to, 115, Mes-
sage in xeply to, 116+



LIST OF DOCUMENTS CONTAINED IN APPENDIX.

Estimate of the charge of defraying the Civil Expenditure of the Island for the ye:r ending
31st December, 1854, 3.

Comparative Statement of Duties collected in the Island of Newfoundland, for the threc
Quarters ended, 10th October, 1852, '63, and ’54.

Despatches from the Secretary of State fer the Colonies :
On the subject of Responsible Government, 7.

In reply to the Address of the Council and Assembly praying for Responsible Govern.
ment, 8.

On the subject of a Commercial Treaty between the United States and British North
American Colonies, 10,

Report of J. . Neville on the subject of improving the sanitary condition of St. John's by
Sewerage and Drainage, 12.

Correspondence in reference to Aaron Hogsett, Esq., 14.

Report of P. F. Little, Esq., Delegate ta Washington on Free Trade with the United States,
16.

Evidence taken before the Select Committee to inquire into the mode of carrying out the
Mail Service between St. John's and Halifax, 21.



