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Russian Empire it will be possible to be on good re
lations with these nations as well as with the rest
of Russia, for whom we urgently wish a return of
guarantees which will secure a peaceful order of
things and the welfare of the country.

(VII) s far as the Belgian question is con-
cerned, it has been declared repeatedly by my pre-
decessors in office that at no time during the war
has the forcible annexation of Belgium by the Ger-
man Empire formed a point in the program of Ger-
man politics, The Belgian question belongs to a
complicity of questiong the details of which will
have to be regulated during the peace negotiations.
As long as our enemies do not unreservedly adopt
the attitude that the integrity of the territory of the
Allies offers the only possible foundation for peace
negotiations I must adhere to the standpoint which,
up to the present, has always been taken, and must
decline any discussion of the Belgian question until
the general discussion takes place.

(VIII) *“The occupied parts of France are a val
uable pawn in our hands. Here also forcible an
nexation forms no part of the official German policy
The conditions and modalities of the evacuation,
which must take into consideration the vital in
terests of Germany, must be agreed between Ger
many and France. [ can only once again expressly
emphasize that there can never be any question of
the separation of the Imperial provinc We will
never permit ourselv to be robbed of Alsace-Lor
raine by our enemies under the pretext of fine
phrases—of Alsace-Lorraine which, in the meantime,
has become more and more closely allied internally
with German life, which is developing more and
more economically in a highly satisfactory manner,
and where more than 87 per cent of the people speak
the German mother tongue.

(IX), (X), (XI) *“As regards the questions dealt
with by President Wilson under these clauses, name-
ly, the frontier question, the future development of
the Austro-Hungarian monarchy and the future of
the Balkan states, they embrace questions of para
mount importance to the political interests of our
ally, Austria-Hungary, Where German interests are
concerned we will guard them to the utmost, but
the reply to President Wilson's proposals in connec-
tion with these points I would prefer to leave in
the first instance to the Foreign Minister of the Aus
tro-Hungarian monarchy. A close connection with
the allied Danube monarchy is the vital point of
our policy today and must be a guiding line for the
future. The faithful comradeship in arm< which
has proved itself so brilliantly during the war must
continue to have its effect also in peace, and we on
our part will bring everything to bear in order to
bring about for Austria-Hungary a peace which takes
into account her justified claims.

(XII) “Also in connection with the affair men-
tioned by President Wilson under point 12, which
concerns our brave and powerful ally Turkey, 1
would like in no way to forestall the attitude of the
Turkish statesmen The integrity of Turkey and
the security of her capital, which is closely connected
with the questions of the straits, are important and
vital inte s also of the German Empire. Our ally
can in this respect rely on our most explicit assist-
ance,

(XIIT) “It was not the Entente—who found noth
ing but meaningless words for Poland, and before the
war never mediated on her behall with Russia
but the German Empire and Austria-Hungary who
freed Poland from the Czaristic regime which was
oppressing her national individuality. Therefore, it
must be left to Germany and Austria-Hungary and
Poland to come to an agreement about the future

organization of that country. We are, as has been
proved by the negotiations and declarations of the
last year, well under way with the task.

(XIV) *“As regards point fourteen I am sympa-
thetic, as is shown by my previous political activity
toward any thought which for the future excludes
all possibility and probability of wars and tends to
promote a peace and harmonious co-operation be-
tween the nations, If the conception of the League
of Nations mentioned by President Wilson demon-
strates, under further development, and after trial,
that it really was conceived in a spirit of complete
justice to all and with complete freedom from preju
dice, the Imperial Government will be gladly pre
pared—after all the other questions in suspense have
been settled—to investigate the principles of such
a national union

PRESIDENT WILSON'S REJOINDER
TO THE CENTRAL POWERS.

In his address to congress on February 11, 1918

President Wilson said
MUST REMOVE CAUSES OF WAR

“The United States has no desire to interfere in
European affairs or to act as arbiter in European
territorial disputes. She would disdain to take ad-
vantage of any internal weakness or disorder to im-
pose her own will upon another people. She quite
ready to be shown that the settlements she has sug
gested are not the best or the most enduring. They
are only her own provisional sketch of principles
and of the way in which they should be applied
But she entered this war because she was made a
partner, whether she would or not, in the sufferings
and indignities inflicted by the military masters of
Germany against the peace and security of man
kind; and the conditions of peace will touch her as
nearly as they will touch any other nation to which
is entrusted a leading part in the maintens
civilization. She cannot see her way to pe
the causes of this war are removed, its renewal ren-
dered as nearly as may be impossible.

“This war had its roots in the disregard of the
rights of small nations and of nationalities which
lacked the union and the force to make good their
claim to determine their own allegianc and their
own forms of political life, Covenants must now be
entered into which will render such things impos
sible for the future; and those covenants must be
backed by the united force of all the nations that
love justice and are willing to maintain it at any
cost. If territorial settlements and the political re
lations of great populations which have not the
organized power to resist are to be determined by
the contracts of the powerful governments which
consider themselv most directly affected, as Count
von Hertling proposes, why may not economic ques
tions also? 1t has come about in the altered world
in which we now find ourselves that justice and
the rights of peoples affect the whole field of inter.
national dealing, as much as access to W mate
rials and fair and equal conditions of trade. Count
von Hertling wants the essential bases of commercial
and industrial life to be safeguarded by common
agreement and guaranty; but he cannot expect that
to be conceded him if the other matters to be de-
termined by the articles of peace are not handled
in the same way, as items in the final accounting
He cannot ask the benefit of common agreement in
the one field, without according it in the other. |
take it for granted that he sees that separate and
selfish compac with regard to trade and the es-
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ential materials of manufacture would afford no ment to go any
assured, is simple and obvious, The principles to be applied

and selfish compacts with regard to are these

ither, he may rest

foundation for peace, »
will sepa
provinces and peoples,

Count Czernin seems to see the fundamental ele-
ments of peace with clear eyes, and does not seek
to obscure them. He sees that an independent P
and, made up of all the indisputably Polish peo-
ples who lie contiguous to one another, is a matter
of European concern and must of course be con
ceded; that Belgium must be evacuated and restored,
concessions that may

no matter what sacrifices ar
involve; and that national aspirations must be sat
isfied, even within his own empire, in the common

P e

Aviators rescued from a watery grave

tanding on a wing of their rapidly sinking plane awaiting rescue by the H
N

interest of Europe and mankind If he is silent
about questions which touch the interest and pur
poses of his allies more nearly than they touch
those of Austria only, it must of course be because
he feels constrained, 1 suppose, to defer to Ger
many and Turkey in the circumstances. Seeing and
conceding, as he does, the essential principles in
volved and the necessity of candidly applying them,
e naturally feels that Austria can respond to the
of peace as expressed by the United States
legs embarrassment than could Germany He
would probably have gone much further had it not
been for the embarrassments of Austria's alliances
and of her dependence upon Germany. After all,
the test of whether it is possible for either govern-

to bring a peace that will be
“Second, that peoples and provinces are

bartered about from i

they were chattels and pawns in a

great game, now

of power; but that—
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further in this comparison of view

FOUR PRINCIPLES TO BE APPLIED

“First, that each part of the final settlement must
be based upon the essential justice of that particular
case and upon such adjustments as are most

likely
permanent

not to be
soverignty to soverignty as if
game, even the
forever discredited, of the balance

After their plane fell into the sea the aviators are shown

M. S. "Seymour

“Third, every territorial settlement involved in
this war must be made in the interest and for the
benefit of the populations concerned, and not as a
part of any mere adjustment or compromise of claims
amongst rival states; and

“Fourth, that all well-defined national aspirations
shall be accorded the utmost satisfaction that can
be accorded them without introducing new or per
petrating old elements of discord and antagonism
that would be likely in time to break the peace of
Europe and consequently of the world

SUCH TERMS CAN BE DISCUSSED.
¢ erected upon such foundations

“A general pes
can be discussed. Until such a peace can be se-
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cured we have no cholee but to go on. So far as
we can judge, these principles that we regard as
fundamental are already everywhere accepted as im-
perative, except among the spokesmen of the mili-
tary and annexationist party in Germany. If they
have anywhere else been rejected, the objectors have
not been sufficiently numerous or influential to make
their voices audible, The tragical circumstance is
that this one party in Germany is apparently will-
ing and able to send millions of men to their death
to prevent what all the world now sees to be just
I would not be a true spokesman of the people of the
United States if I did not say once more that we
entered this war upon no small oceasion, and that
we can never turn back from a course chosen upon
prineiple.  Our resources are in part mobilized now,
and we shall not pause until they are mobilized in
their entirety. Our armies are rapidly going to the
fighting front, and will go more and more rapidly.
Our whole strength will be put into this war of
emancipation—emancipation from the threat and at
tempted mastery of selfish groups of autocratic rul-
ers—whatever the difficulties and present partial de
lay We are indomitable in our power of independ-
ent action, and can in no circumstances consent to
live in a world governed by intrigue and force. We
believe that our own desire for a new international
order, under which reason and justice and the com
mon interests of mankind shall prevail, is the desire
of enlightened men everywhere. Without that new
order the world will be without peace, and human
life will lack tolerable conditions of existence and
development. Having set our hand to the sk of
achieving it, we shall not turn back

“I hope that it is not necessary for me to add that
no word of what 1 have said is intended as a threat.
That is not the temper of our people. 1 have spoken
thus only that the whole world may know the true
spirit of America; that men everywhere may know
that our passion for justice and for self-government
is no mere passion of words, but a passion which,
once set in action, must be satisfied. The power of
the United States is a menace to no nation or peo-
ple, It will never be used in aggression or for the
aggrandizement of any selfish interest of our own.
It springs out of freedom and is for the service of
freedom.”

WILSON’S MESSAGE TO FARMERS.

Mr. Wilson, in a message to the Farmers' Con
gress, at Urbana, 111, Jan y 31, 1918, urging re-
ord-breaking crop production, wrote: “I need not tell
you, for I am sure you realize as keenly as 1 do,
that we are as a nation in the presence of a great
task which demands supreme sacrifice and endeavor
of every one of us, We can give everything that is
needed with the greater willingness, and even satis-
faction, because the object of the war in which we are
engaged is the greatest that free men have ever
undertaken. It is to prevent the life of the world
from being determined and the fortunes of men
everywhere affected by small groups of military mas-
ters, who seek their own interest and the selfish dom-
ination throughout the world of the governments
they unhappily for the moment control. You will
not need to be convinced that it was ne ary for
us as a free people to take part in this war. It had
raised its evil hand inst us. The rulers of Ger-
many had sought to exercise their power in such a
way as to shut off our economic life so far as our
intercourse with rope was concerned, and to con-
fine our people within the Western Hemisphere
while they accomplished purposes which would have
permanently impaired and impeded every process

of our national life and have put the fortunes of
America at the merey of the imperial government of
Germany.

his was no threat. It had become a reality.
Their hand of violence had been laid upon our own
people and upon our own property in flagrant viola-
tion not only of justice but of the well-organized and
long standing covenants of international law and
treaty. We are fighting, therefore, as truly for the
liberty and self-government of the United States
as if the war of our own Revolution had to be fought
over again; and every man in every business in the
United States must know by this time that his
whole future fortune lies in the balance. Our na
tional life and our whole economic development will
pass under the sinister influences of foreign control
if we do not win. We must win, therefore, and we
shall win. 1 need not ask you to pledge your lives
and fortunes with those of the rest of the nation
to the accomplishment of that great end. You will
realize, as I think statesmen on both sides of the
water realize, that the culminating crisis of the
struggle has come and that the achievements of
this year on the one side or the other must determine
the issue. It has turned out that the forces that
fight for freedom, the freedom of men all over the
world as well as our own, depend upon us in an
extraordinary and unexpected degree for sustenance,
for the supply of the materials by which men are to
live and to fight, and it will be our glory when the
war is over that we have supplied those materials
and supplied them abundantly, and it will be all the
more glory because in supplying them we have made
our supreme effort and sacrifice.

“In the field of agriculture we have agencies and
instrumentaliti fortunately, such as no other gov-
ernment in the world can show. The Department of
Agriculture is undoubtedly the greatest practical
and scientific agricultural organization in the world
The labor problem is one of great difficulty, and
some of the best agencies of the nation are address-
ing themselves to the task of solving it, so far as
it is possible to solve it. Farmers have not been ex-
empted from the draft. | know that they would not
wish to be. I take it for granted they would not
wish to be put in a class by themselves in this re-
spect.  But the attention of the War Department has
been very seriously centered upon the task of inter-
fering with the labor of the farms as little as pos-
sible, and under the new draft regulations I believe
that the farmers of the country will find that their
supply of labor is very much le seriously drawe
upon than it was under the first and initial draft,
made before we had our present full experience in
these perplexing matters. The supply of labor in all
industries is a matter we must look to and are look-
ing to with diligent care.

“And let me say that the stimulation of the agen-
cies 1 have enumerated has been responded to by the
farmers in splendid fashion. 1 dare say that you are
aware that the farmers of this country are as effi-
cient as any other farmers in the world. They do not
produce more per acre than the farmers of Eu-
rope. It is not necessary that they should do so.
It would perhaps be bad economy for them to at-
tempt it. But they do produce by two or three or
four times more per man, per unit of labor and cap-
ital, than the farmers of any European country. They
are more alert and use more labor saving devices
than any other farmers in the world. And their re-
sponse to the demands of the present emergency
has been in every way remarkable, Last spring
their planting exceeded by 12,000,000 acres the larg-
est planting of any previous year, and the yields from
the crops were record-breaking yields. In the fall
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of 1017 a wheat acreage of 42,170,000 was planted,
which was 1,000,000 larger than for any preceding
vear, 3,000,000 greater than the next largest, and
7,000,000 greater than the preceding five-year average.

SHOULD EXCEED PAST ACHIEVEMENTS

“But I ought to say to you that it is not only
necessary that these achievements should be re-
peated, but that they should be exceeded. I know
what this advice involves. It involves not only the
labor but sacrifice, the painstaking application of
bit of scientific knowledge and every tested
practice that is available. It means the utmost
economy, even to the point where the pinch comes,
It means the kind of concentration and self-sacrifice
which is involved in the field of battle itself, where
the object always looms greater than the individual.
And yet the Government will help and help in every
way that it is possible. The impression which pre-
vails in some quarters that while the Government
has sought to fix the prices of foodstuffs it has not
songht to fix other prices which determine the ex-
penses of the farmer is a mistaken one. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Government has actively and sucee
fully regulated the prices of many fundamental ma-
terials underlying all the industries of the country,
and has regulated them, not only for the purchases
of the Government, but also for the purchases of
the general public, and I have every reason to be
lieve that the Congress will extend the powers of the
Government in this important and even essential
matter, so that the tendency to profiteering, which is
showing itself in too many quarters, may be effec-
tively checked. In fixing the prices of foodstuffs the
Government has sincerely tried to keep the interests
of the farmer as much in mind as the interests of
the communities which are to be served, but it is
serving mankind as well as the farmer, and every
thing in these times of war takes on the rigid aspect
of duty

“I will not appeal to you to continue and renew
and increasge your efforis; I do not believe that it is
necessary to do so. I believe that you will do it with-
out any word of appeal from me, because you under-
stand as well as 1 do the needs and opportunities
of thig great hour when the fortunes of mankind
everywhere seem to be determined and when Amer-
ica has the greatest opportunity she has ever had
to make good her own freedom and in making it
good to lend a helping hand to men struggling for
their freedom everywhere. You remember that it
was farmers from whom came the first shots at Lex-
ington, that set aflame the revolution that made
America free. [ hope and believe that the farmers
of America will willingly and conspicuously stand by
to win this war also. The toil, the intelligence, the
energy, the foresight, the self-sacrificing, and devo-
tion of the farmers of America, will, T believe, bring
to a triumphant conclusion this great last war for the
emancipation of men from the control of arbitrary
government and the selfishness of ¢l legislation
and control; and then, when the end has come, we
may look each other in the face and be glad that we
are Americans and have had the privilege to play
uch a part”

“I ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE—
FORCE TO THE UTMOST."”

Wilson's answer to Germany, after the Russian

breakdown, The address was delivered on the night

of April 6, 1918, at Baltimore, at the opening there
of the Third Liberty Loan campaign

WE HAVE OURSELVES PROPOSED NO
INJUSTICE, NO AGGRESSION.

“We have ourselves proposed no injustice, no ag-
gression. We are ready, whenever the final reckon-
ing is made, to be just to the German people, deal
fairly with the German power, as with all others
There can be no difference between peoples in t
final judgment, if it is indeed to be a righteous judg
ment. To propose anything but justice, even handed
and dispassionate justice, to Germany at any time,
whatever the outcome of the war, would be to re
nounce and dishonor cur own cause. For we ask
nothing that we are not willing to accord.

“It has been with this thought that I have sought
to learn from those who spoke for Cermany whether
it was justice or dominion and the execution of their
own will upon the other nations of the world that the
German leaders were seeking. They have answered

answered in unmistakable terms. They have
avowed that it was not justice but dominion and the
unhindered execution of their own will.

“The avowal has not come from Germany's states-
men. It has come from her military leaders, who
are her real rulers. Her statesmen have said that
they wished peace, and were ready to discuss its
terms whenever their opponents were willing to sit
down at the conference table with them. Her pres
ent Chancellor has said—in indefinite and uncertain
terms  indeed, and in phrases that often seom to
deny their own meaning, but with as much plainness
as he thought prudent—that he believed that peace
should be based upon the principles which we had de
clared would be our own in the final settlement. At
Brest-Litovsk her civilian delegates spoke in similar
terms; professed their desire to conclude a fair peace
and accord to the people with whose fortunes they
were dealing the right to choose their own alle-
giances, But action accompanied and followed the
profession, Their military masters, the men who act
for rmany and exhibit her purpose in execution,
proclaimed a very different conclusion. We can not
mistake what they have done—in Russia, in Finland,
in the Ukraine, in Roumania. The real test of their
justice and fair play has come. From this we may
judge the rest. They are enjoying in Russia a cheap
triumph in which no brave or gallant nation can
long take pride. A great people, helpless by their
own act, lies for the time at their mercy. Their fair
professions are forgotten They nowhere set up
justice, but everywhere impose their power and
exploit everything for their own use and aggrandize-
ment: and the peoples of conquered provinces are
invited to be free under their dominion!

WHAT THEY WOULD DO,

“Are we not justified in believing that they would
do the same things at their western front if they
were not face to face with armies whom even their
countless divisions cannot overcome? If, when they
have felt their check to be final, they should propose
favorable and equitable terms with regard to Bel-
gium, France and Italy, could they blame us if we
concluded that they did so only to assure themselves
of a free hand in Ry and in the East?

“Their purpose is undoubtedly to make all the
Slavic peoples, all the free and ambitious nations of
the Baltic peninsula, all the lands that Turkey has
dominated and misruled, subject to their will and am-
bition and build upon that dominion an empire of
force upon which they fancy that they can then erect |
an empire of gain and commercial supremacy—an
empire as hostile to the Americas as the Europe
which it will overawe—an empire which will ulti-
mately master Persia, India, and the peoples of the
Far East, in such a programme our ideals, the ideals
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of justice and humanity and liberty, the principles
of the free self-determination of nations upon which
all the modern world insists, can play no part. They
ire rejected for the ideals of power, for the prin-
ciple that the strong must rule the weak, that trade
must follow the flag, whether those to whom it is
taken welcome it or not, that the peoples of the world
wre to be made subject to the patronage and over-
lordship of those who have the power to enforce it.

That programme once carried out, America and
all who care or dare to stand with her must arm
ind prepare themselves to contest the mastery of the
vorld, a mastery in which the rights of common men,
the rights of women and of all who are weak, must
for the time being be trodden under foot and disre-
garded, and the old, age-long struggle for freedom
nd right begin again at its beginning. Everything
that America has lived for and loved and grown
great to vindicate and bring to a glorious realization
vill have fallen in utter ruin and the gates of mercy
once more pitilessly shut upon mankind!

T'he thing is preposterous and impossible; and yet
is not that what the whole course and action of the
(GGerman armies has meant wherever they have moved?
I do not wish even in this moment of utter dis
illusionment, to judge harshly or unrighteously 1

idge only what the German arms have accomplished
with unpitying thoroughness throughout every fair
region they have touched

What, then, are we to do? For myself, I am
ready, ready still, ready even now, to discuss a fair
ind just and honest peace at any time that it is sin
cerely proposed—a peace in which the strong and the
veak shall fare alike But the answer, when [ pro
posed such a peace, came from the German command-
ers in Russia, and I cannot mistake the meaning of
the answer.

“I ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE.”

‘I accept the challenge. I know that you accept it
All the world shall know that you accept it. It shall
appear in the utter rifice and self-forgetfulness
with which we 1 give all that we love and all
that we have to redeem the world and make it free
for men like ourselves to live in. This now is the
meaning of all that we do. Let everything that we
say, my fellow countrymen, everything that we hence
forth plan and accomplish, ring true to this response
till the majesty and might of our concerted power
shall fill the thought and utterly defeat the force of
those who flout and misprize what we honor and hold
dear. Germany has once more said that force, and
force alone, shall decide whether justice and peace
shall reign in the affairs of men, whether right as
America conceives it or dominion as she concelves it
ghall determine the destinies of mankind

“There is, therefore, but one response possible from
us: Force, force to the utmost, force without stint
or limit, the righteous and triumphant force which
shall make right the law of the world, and cast every
selfish dominion down in the dust.

WILSON’S RED CROSS ADDRESS.

(In which he declared, Saturday night, May 18
1918, at New York, that the German peace approaches
were insincere and that there would be no limit on the
size of the American army going to France. The
occasion was the opening of the Red Cross $100,000
000 campaign.)

“Of course, the first duty, the duty that we must
keep in the foreground of our thought until it is ac
complished, is to win the war. I have heard, gen
tlemen recently say that we must get 5,000,000 men
ready. Why limit it to 5,000,0007 I have asked the
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Congress of the United States to name no limit, be-
cause the Congress intends, I am sure, as we all in-
tend, that every ship that can carry men or sup-
plies shall go laden upon every voyage with every
man and every supply she can carry

“And we are not to be diverted from the grim pur-
pose of winning the war by any insincere approaches
upon the subject of peace. [ can say with a clear
conscience that I have tested those intimations, and
have found them insincere, 1 now recognize them
for what they are, an opportunity to have a free
hand, particularly in the East, to carry out purposes
of conquest and exploitation. ery proposal with
regard to accommodation in the West involves a res-
ervation with regard to the East. Now, so far as |
am concerned, 1 intend to stand by Russ as well
France. The helpl and the friendless are the ve
ones that need friends and succor, and if any man in
Germany thinks we are going to sacrifice anybody
for our own sake, I tell them now they are mis
taken. For the glory of this war, my fellow citizens
so far as we are concerned, is that it is perhaps for
the first time in history, an unselfish war. 1 could
not be proud to fight for a selfish purpose, but I can
be proud to fight for mankind. If they wish peace,
let them come forward through accredited repre-
sentatives and lay their terms on the table. We have
laid ours and they know what they are. But behind
all this grim purpose, my friends, lies the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate not only force, which will be
demonstrated to the utmost, but the opportunity to
demonstrate character, and it is that opportunity
that we have most conspicuously in the work of the
Red Cross. Not that our men in arms do not repre-
sent our character for they do; and it is character
which those who see and realize appreciate and ad-
mire, but their duty is the duty of force. The duty
of the Red Cross is the duty of mercy and succor and
friendship.

STHERE CAN BE NO COMPROMISE.”

(President Wilson's speech to the Diplomatic Corps
July 4, 1918, at the exercises at Washington's tomb,
Mt. Vernon.)

“This, then, is our conception of the great struggle
in which we are engaged, The plot is written plain
upon every scene and every act o1 the supreme trag
edy. On the one hand, stand the peoples of the world

not only the peoples actually engaged, but many
others also who suffer under mastery but can nof
act; peoples of many races and in every part of the
world—the people of stricken Russia still, among
the rest, though they are for the moment unorgan-
ized and helples Opposed to them, masters of many
armies stand an isolated, friendless group of govern-
ments who speak no common purpose, but only sel-
fish ambitions of their own by which none can profit
but themselves, and whose peoples are fuel in their
hands; governmer.ts which fear their people and yet
are for the time their soverign lords, miking every
choice for them and disposing of their lives and for-
tunes as they will, as well as of the lives and fortunes
of every people who fall under their power—govern-
ments clothed with the strange trappings and the
primitive authority of an age that is altogether alien
and hostile to our own. The past and present are in
deadly grapple and the peoples of the world are
being done to death between them., There can be
but one issue. The settlement must be final. There
can be no compromise. No halfway decision would
be tolerable. No halfway decision is conceivable
These are the ends for which the associated peoples
of the world are fighting and which must be conceded
them before ihere can be peace

'S WAR BOOK

“I. The destruction of every arbitrary power any
where that can separately, secretly, and of its single
choice disturb the peace of the world; or, if it can-
not be presently destroyed, at the least its reduction
to virtual impotence,

“II. The settlement of every question, whether of
territory, of soverignty, of economic arrangement, or
of political relationship, upon the basis of full aec-
ceptance of that settlement by the people imme-
diately concerned, and not upon the basis of mate-
rial interest or advantage of any other nation or
people which may desire a different settlement for
the sake of its own exterior influence or mastery,

“I1I.  The consent of all nations to be governed in
their conduct toward each other by the same prin
ciples of honor and of respect for the common law
of civilized society that govern the individual citizens
of all modern states in the relations with one another;
to the end that all promises and covenants may be
sacredly observed, no private plots or conspiracies
hatched, no selfish injuries wrought with impunity,
and a mutual trust established upon the handsome
foundation of a mutual respect for right

“IV. The establishment of an organization of
peace which shall make it certain that the combined
power of free nations will check every invasion of
right and serve to make peace and justice the more
secure by affording a definite tribunal of opinion to
which all must submit and by which eve inter-
national readjustment that cannot be amicably agreed
upon by the peoples directly concerned shall be sane

“These great objects ean be put into a single sen
tence. What we seek is the reign of law, based
upon the consent of the governed and sustained by
the organized opinion of mankind,

“The blinded rulers of Prussia have roused forces
they know little of—forces which, once roused, can
never be crushed to earth again; for they have at
their heart an inspiration and a purpose which are
deathless and of the very stuff of triumph!”

THE KAISER RESOLVES “TO OF

FER PEACE TO ENEMY.”

Emperor William, October 6, 1918, issued a proc
lamation to the German army and navy, saying: “For
months past the enemy with enormous exertions and
almost without pause in the fighting has stormed
against your lines. In weeks of struggle, often with-
out repc you have had to persevere and resist a
numeri y far superior enemy. Therein lies the
[ the task which has been set for you
and whh h you are fulfilling. Troops of all the Ger-
man states are doing their part and are heroically
defending the Fatherland on foreign soil. Hard is
the task. My navy is holding its own against the
united enemy naval forces and is unwaveringly sup-
porting the army in its difficult struggle. The eyes
of those at home rest with pride and admiration on
the deeds of the army and navy. [ express to you
the thanks of myself and the Fatherland. The col-
lapse of the Macedonian front has occurred in the
midst of the hardest struggle. In accord with our
allies I have resolved once more to offer peace to the
enemy, but I will only extend my hand for an hon
orable peace. We owe that to the heroes who have
laid down their lives for the Fatherland, and we
make that our duty to our children. Whether arms
will be lowered is still a question. Until then we
must not slacken. We must, as hitherto, exert all
our strength unweariedly to hold our ground against
the onslaught of our enemies. The hour is grave,
but, trusting in your strength and in God’s gracious
help, we feel ourselves to be strong enough to defend
our beloved Fatherland, “WILHELM.”
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WILSON'’S REPLY TO GERMANY'S
PEACE PROFFER OF OCT. 12, 1918,

On October 14, 1918, Secretary Lansing handed to
Irederick Oederlin, Charge d'Affaires of Switzerland,
ad interim in charge of German interests in the Uni-
1ol States, the following answer to the Teutonic ac-
ceptance:  “Sir, in reply to the communication of
the German Government, dated the 12th inst, which
yvou handed me to-day, I have now the honor to re-
quest you to transmit the following apswer:

“The unqualified acceptance by the present German
Government and by a large majority of the German
Reichstag of the terms laid down by the President
of the United States of America in his address to
the Congress of the United States on January 8, 1918,
and in his subsequent addresses, justifies the Pres-
ident in making a frank and direct statement of his
decision with regard to the communication of the
(GGerman Government of October 8 and 12, 1918, [t
must be clearly understood that the process of evacua-
tion and the conditions of an armistice are matters
which must be left to the judgment and advice of the
military advisers of the Government of the United
States and the Allied Governments, and the President
feels it his duty to say that no arrangement can be
accepted by the Government of the United States
which does not provide absolutely satisfactory safe
guards and guarantees of the maintenance of the
present military sup ey of the armies of the Uni
ted States and of the Allies in the field. He feels
confident that he can safely assume that this will
also be the judgment and decision of the Allied Gov
ernments,

“The President feels that it is also his duty to add
that neither the Government of the United States
nor, he is quite sure, the Governments with which
the Government of the United States is associated as
a belligerent will consert to consider an armistice so
long as the armed forces of Germany continue the
illegal and inhumane practices they persist in. At the
very time that the German Government approaches
the Government of the United States with proposals
of peace, its submarines are engaged in sinking pas-
senger ghips at sea, and not the ships alone, but
the very boats in which their passengers and crews
seek to make their way to safety: and in their present
enforced withdrawal from Flanders and France the
Germans armies are pursuing a course of wanton
destruction which has alw been regarded as in
direct violation of the rules and practi of civil-
ized warfare. Cities and villages, if not destroyed,
are being stripped of all they contain not only, but
often of their very inhabitants. The nations asso-
ciated against Germany cannot be expected to agree to
a cessation of arms while acts of inhumanity, spolia-
tion, and desolation are being continued which they
justly look upon with horror and with burning hearts

“It is necessary also, in order that there may be
no possibility of misunderstanding, that the President
should very solemnly call the attention of the Gov-
ernment of Germany to the language and plain intent
of one of the terms of peace which the German
(GGovernment has now accepted It is contained in
the address of the President delivered at Mount Ver-
non on July 4 last, It is as follows:

““The destruction of every arbitrary power any-
where that can separately, secretly, and of its single
choice disturb the peace of the world! or, if it cannot
be presently destroyed, at least its reduction to vir-
tual impotency.’
man nation is of the sort here described. It is within
the cholce of the German nation to alter it. The

“The power which has hitherto controlled the Ger-
President’s words, just quoted, naturally constitute

a condition precedent to peace, if peace is to come
by the action of the German people themselves. The
President feels bound to say that the whole process
of peace will, in his judgment, depend upon the defi-
niteness and the satisfactory character of the guar-
antees which can be given in this fundamental mat-
ter. It is indispensable that the governments asso-
ciated against Germany should know beyond a per-
adventure with whom they are dealing. The Pres-
ident will make a separate reply to the Royal and
Imperial Government of Austria-Hungary. Accept,
sir, the renewed assurances of my high consideration.
“ROBERT LANSING.”

The White House, after answering the German
proffer, made the following announcement “The
Government will continue to send over 250,000 men,
with their supplies, every month, and there will be
no relaxation of any kind.”

“IN THE NAME OF THE GERMAN
PEOPLE.”

The text of Germany's peace note of October 12,
1918, as received by seretary  Lansing, is:  “In
reply to the questions of the President of the United
States of America the German Government hereb»
declares:  The German Government has accepted the
terms laid down by President Wilson in his address
of January 8 and in his subsequent addresses on the
foundation of a permanent peace of justice, Con
sequently its object in entering into discussions would
be only to agree upon practical details of the appl-
cation of these terms. The German Government be-
lieves that the Governments of the powers associated
with the Government of the United States also take
the position taken by President Wilson in his address.
The German Government, in accordance with the
Austro-Hungarian Government, for the purpose of
bringing about an armistice, declares itself ready to
comply with the propositions of the President in
regard to evacuation

“The German Government suggests that the Pres-
ident may occasion the meeting of a mixed com-
mission for making the necessary arrangements con-
cerning the evacuation. The present German Govern-
ment, which has undertaken the responsibility for
this step toward peace, has been formed by con-
ferences and in agreement with the great majority
of the Reichstag. The Chancellor, svpported in atl
of his actions by the will of this majority, speaks in
the name of the German Government and of the Ger-
man people

“SOLF, State Secretary of Foreign Office.”

FOR WHOM DO YOU SPEAK?

The text of the United States’ reply to Germany's
peace request, as handed October 8, 1918, by Secre-
tary of State Lansing to Frederick Oederlin, Charge
d’Affaires of the Sw Legation, in charge of Ger-
man interests, follows: Sir I have the honor to
acknowledge, on behalf of the President, your note
of October 6, inclosing the communication from the
German Government to the President; and I am in-
structed by the President to request you to make the
following communication to the Imperial German
Chancellor:

“Before making reply to the request of the Imperial
German Government, and in order that that reply
shall be as candid and straightforward as the momen-
tous interests involved require, the President of the
United States deems it necessary to assure himself
of the exact meaning of the note of the Imperial
Chancellor. Does the Imperial Chancellor mean that
the Imperial German Government accepts the terms
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laid down by the President in his address to the
Congress of the United States on January last and in
subsequent addresses, and that its object in entering
into discussions would be only to agree upon the
practical details of their application?

“The President feels bound to say with regard to
the suggestion of an armistice that he would not
feel at liberty to propose a cessation of arms to the
governments with which the Government of the
United States is associated against the Central Pow-
ers so long as the armies of those powers are upon
their soil. The good faith of any discussion would
manifestly depend upon the consent of the Central
Powers immediately to withdraw their forces every
where from invaded territory. The President also
feels that he is justified in asking whether the Im
perial Chancellor is speaking merely for the consti
tuted authorities of the empire who have so far con-
ducted the war  He deems the answer to these ques
tions vital from every point of view. Accept, sir
the renewed assurances of my high consideration

“ROBERT LANSING."

GERMANY'S OFFER OF OCT. 27, 1918

(Signed by the German Foreign Minister, Dr. Solf.)

“The German Government has taken cognizance
of the answer of the President of the United States,
The President is aware of the farreaching changes
which have been carried out and are being carried
out in the German constitutional structure, and that
peace negotiations are being conducted by a people’s
Government in whose hands rests, both actually and
constitutionally, the power to make the deciding
conclugions,  The military powers also subject
to it. The German Government now awaits propos
als for an armistice, which shall be the first swp
toward a just peace as the President has deseribed it
in his proclamation SOLKF."

PRESIDENT’S REPLY TO GERMAN
NOTE OF OCT. 20, 1918,

The President’s note to Germany as given out Oct,
3, by Secrctary Lansing follows: “From the Secre
of State to the Charge d'Affaires ad interim in
charge of German interests in the United States
Department of State, October 23, 1918:  Sir I Im\v
the honor to acknowledge the eipt of your n
of October 22, transmitting a communication under
date of October 20 from the German Government,
and to advise you that the President has instructed
me to reply thereto as follows

“Having mvl\ul the solemn and explicit assur-
ance of the rman Government tha! it unreservedly
accepts the terms of peace 1 down in his address
to the Congress of the United States on January 8,
1918, and the principles of settlement enunciated in
In\ subsequent addresses, particularly the address of

ptember . and that it desires to discuss the de-
of vh:n ipplication, and that this wish and
ated, not from those who have hitherto
rman  poli and conduected the present
war on Germany's behalf but from Ministers who
speak for the majority of the Reichstag and for an
overwhelming majority of the German peoples; and
having received also the explicit promise of the pres
ent German CGovernment that the humane rules of
civilized warfare will be observed both on land and
sea by the German armed forces, the President
of the United States feels that he cannot decline to
take up with the Governments with which the Gov-
ernment of the United States is associated the ques-
tion of an armistice,

S WAR BOOK

“He deems it his duty to say again, however, that
the only armistice he would feel justified in sub-
mitting for consideration would be one which should
leave the United States and the powe associated
with her in a pogition to enforce any arrangements
that may be entered into and to make a renewal of
hostilities on the part of rmany impossible. The
President has, therefore, transmitted his correspond
ence with the present German authorities to the Gov-

ernments with which the Government of the United
S

ites is associated as a belligerent, with the sug-
gestion that, if those Governments are disposed to
effect peace upon the terms and principles indicated
their military advisers and the military advisers of
the United States be asked to submit to the Govern
ments associated against Germany the necessary terms
of such an armistice as will fully protect the inter-
ests of the peoples involved and insure to the asso
ciated Governments the unrestricted power to safe-
guard and enforce the details of the peace to which
the German Government has agrecd, provided they
deem such an armistice possible from the military
point of view. Should such terms of armistice he
suggestcd, their acceptance by G 1y will afford
the best conerete evidence of her unequivocal aceept
ance of the terms and principles of peace from which
the whole action proceeds.

“The President would deem himself lacking in can-
dor did he not point out in the 1kest possible
terms the reason why extraordinary feguards must
be demanded. Significant and important as the con
stitutional changes seem to be which are spoken of
by the German Foreign Secretary in his note of
October 20, it does not appear that the principle of
a Government responsible to the German people has
vet been fully worked out or that any guarantees
either exist or are in contemplation that the altera-
tions of principle and of practice now partially agreed
upon will be permanent. Moreover it does not appear
that the heart of the present difficulty has been
reached. It may be that future war has been brought
under the control of the German people, but the
present. war has not been, and it is with the pr
war that we are dealing. It is evident that the G
man people have no means of commanding the ac-
quiescence of the military authorities of the empire
in the popular will; that the power of the King of
Prussia to control the policy of the empire is unim
paired; that the determining initiative still remains
with those who have hitherto been the masters of
German

“Feeling that the whole peace of the world depends
now on plain speaking and straightforward action,
the President deems it his duty to say, without any
attempt to soften what may seem harsh words, that
the nations of the world do not and cannot trust the
word of those who have hitherto been the masters of
German policy, and to point out once more that in
concluding peace and attempting to undo the infinite
injuries and injustices of this war the Government
of the United States cannot deal with any but ver-
itable representatives of the German people, who have
been assured of a genuine constitutional standing as
the real rulers of Germany. If it must deal with the
military masters and monarchical autocrats of Ger-
many now, or if it is likely to have to deal with them
later in regard to the international obligations of the
German Empire, it must demand, not peace negotia-
tions, but surrender, Nothing can be gained by leav-
ing this essential thing unsaid. Accept, sir, the re-
newed assurances of my high consideration.

“ROBERT LANSING.

“Mr. Frederick Oederlin, Charge d'Affaires of Switz-
erland, ad interim, in charge of German interests in
the United States.”
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PRUSSIANISM,
By Robert Lansing, Seeretary of State,

Secretary of State Robert Lansing, in an addre
it Columbia University, New York, N on com
ncement day, June 9, 1918, said “It the su
preme task of civilization to put an end to Prussian
ism. To listen to proposals for a Prussian peace, to
compromise with the butchers of individuals and of
nations so that they would by reement gain a bene
fit from their erimes would be to compound an inter
national felony, which this Republic will never do
Iforee is the one way to end Prussianism, for it is the
only thing which the Prussian respects. This war for
lemocracy must be waged to a successful conclusion
to make liberty and justice supreme on the earth
It will be a bitter struggle, with lights and shadows
for the foe is strong and stubborn; but in the end we
hall triumph, for we must triumph or abandon all
hat is worth while in this world. May every Amer
an 80 live and so serve that when the day of victory
er the Prussian dawns, as it will dawn, he may, by

right of faithful service, share in the glory To that
bright hour let us look forward with confidence, for
the Supreme Ruler of the Universe could not decree
therwise, He has imposed upon us and our brave

rades in arms the task of freeing mankind from
the curse of avarice and inhumanity which besets u
He has put upon us the burden of making this world
fit dwelling place for civilized men Let us not
hrink from the task or seek to avoid the burden
nvinced of the righteousness of our cause and of
r destiny let us make war with all our energy

Let ug keep our banners unfurled and our trumpets
inding to battle until victory is achieved
Prussia wickedly sought war and Prussia shall

THENTIC DOCUMENTS 199

have war and more war and more war until the very
thought of war is abhorrent to tl Prussian mind
So I read the spirit of America. So I read the su
preme purpose of the Allie Victory lies before u
nd beyond victory a just and enduring peace Unti
that peace i ure America cannot and will not put
iside the sword

At the commencement exercises at Union College
Schenectady, N. Y., June 10, 1918, Secretary Lansing
aid Paganism, tinctured with modern materialism
and a degenerate type of Christianity, broods today
over Germany. Christian ministers have proclaimed
Jehovah to be the national deity of the empire, a
monopolized German God, who relies on the physical
might of His people to destroy those who oppose Hi
will as that will is interpreted by His chosen race
T'hus the Prussian leaders would harmonize modern
thought with their ancient religion of physical
trength through brutalizing Christianity In view
of the spirit of hypoerisy and bad faith manifesting
an entire lack of conscience, we ought not to be a
tonished that the Berlin Foreign Office never per
mitted a promise or a treaty engagement to stand
in the way of a course of action which the German
Government deemed expedient I need not cite a
proof of thi the flagrant violation of the treaty
neutralizing Belgium and the recent treaty of Brest

Litovsk This discreditable charactoristic of ti

German foreign policy was accepted by German dip
lomats as a matter of course and as a natural if not
a praiseworthy metho with other Govern
ment Frederick the 1 eynieal frankne

once said If there to be gained by it,
we will be honest If deception is necessary, let us
be cheats,” That is in brief the immoral principle

which has controlled the foreign relations of Prussia
for over 150 year

British soldiers on outpost duty in a dugout on the ruined battlefield of Flanders




“It is a fact not generally known that within six
weeks after the Imperial Government had, in the case
of the Sussex, given to this Government its solemn
promise that it would cease ruthless slaughter on the
high seas, Count Bernstorff, appreciating the worth-
lessness of the promise, asked the Berlin Foreign
Office to advise him in ample time before the cam-
paign of submarine murder was renewed, in order
that he might notify the German merchant ships in
American ports to destroy their machinery because he
anticipated that the renewal of that method of war
fare would in all probability bring the United States
into the war. How well the Ambassador knew the
character of this Government, and how perfeetly
frank he w He asked for the information without
apology or indirection. The very bluntless of his mes
sage shows that he was sure that his superiors would
not take offense at the assumption that their word
was valueless and had only been given to gain time.
and that, when an increase in Germany's submarine
fleet warranted the promise would be broken without
hesitation or compunction.”

GERMANY NOTIFIED HER PEACE
PLEA GRANTED.

On November 4, 1918, the State Department, at
Washington, made public the following note from
Secretary Lansing to the German Government,
through the Swiss Legation “In my note of Octpher
2 918, I advised you that the President had trans
mitted his correspondence with the German author
ities to the Governments with which the Government
of the United States is associated as a belligerent,
with the suggestion that if those Governments wers
disposed to accept peace upon the terms and prin
ciples indicated, their milits advisers and the mili
tary advisers of the United States be asked to sub
mit to the Governments associated against Germany
the necessary terms of such an armistice as would
fully protect the interests of the peoples involved and
insure to the Associated Governments the unrestricted
power to safeguard and enforce the details of the
peace to which the German Government had agreed,
provided they deem such an armistice possible from
the military point of view. The President is now in
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receipt of a memorandum of observations by the Al
lied Governments on this correspondence, which is
as follows

““The Allied Governments have given careful con-
sideration to the correspondence which has passed
between the President of the United States and the
German Government Subject to the qualifications
which follow, they declare their willingness to make
peace with the Government of Germany on the terms
of peace laid down in the President’'s address to
ress of January, 1918, and the principle set-
tlement enunciated in his subsequent addresses. They
must point out, however, that Clau 2, relating to
what is usually described as the freedom of the seas
is open to varicus interpretations, some of which they
could not accept. They must, therefore, reserve to
themselves complete freedom on this subject when
they enter the pe conference.  Further, in the
conditions of peace laid down in his address to Con-
gress of January 8, 1918, the President declared that
invaded territories must be restored as well as evac
uated and freed. The Allied Governments feel that
no doubt ought to be allowed to exist as to what this
provision implies. By it they vnderstand that com
pensation will be made by Germany for all damage
done to the civilian population of the Allies and their
property by the aggres:zion of Germany by land, by
# nd from the air.’
I am instructed by the President to say that he
is in agreement with the interpretation set forth in
the last paragraph of the memorandum above quoted
I am further instructed by the President to request
vou to notify the German Government that Marshal
Foch has been authorized by the Government of the
United States and the Allied Governments to receive
properly accredited representatives of the German
Government and to communicate to them the terms
of an armistice. Accept, sir, the renewed assurances
of my highest consideration.

ROBERT LANSING.”

The President's second point, on which decision
was reserved, read: “Absolute freedom of naviga-
tion upon the seas outside territorial waters alike in
peace and war, except as the seas may be closed in
whole or in part by international action for the en-
forcement of international covenants.”

v
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America’s Part in the War

OFFICIAL WAR REPORTS

“ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
D, Baker, Secretary of War
IN THE WAR,” By J

THE WAR,” By Admiral Wm. 8. Sims,
Fleet Abroad -
Chief of Staff —
of the United States,

‘ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE AMER-
[CAN ARMY IN THE WAR"
By Newton D. Baker, Seeretary of War,
(Official Report Dated December 5, 1918)

The size of the Army has increased from April 6,
1917, to November 11, 1918, from 190,000 to 3,665,000
men, of whom more than 2,000,000 were in France
I'he appropriations for the War Department, on the
executive side alone, were increased in that period
from $2,000,000 a year to $20,000,000; and the civilian
employees had increased from about 2,000 to about
20,000, For the year ending June 30, 1918, the appro
priations for the support of the military establish-
ment aggregated $8,000,000,000, For the year ending
June 30, 1919, the appropriations aggregate $15,300,-
000,000,

The first units of the American Expeditionary
Force reached France in June, 1917. With remark
able foresight the Commanding General, John J
Pershing, immediately set about laying the founda
tion for a big American Army Docks were built,
miles of railroad were laid, machine shops and stor
age depots were constructed, training areas were laid
out. While the force in France and in immediate
prospect numbered but a few thousands, essential
preparations were made for an army amounting into
the millions.

Until this groundwork was well under way large
shipments of troops could not be handled, but before
the end of the year five divisions had reached France

the First and Second Divisions of Regulars, the
Twenty-sixth Division from New England, and the
Forty-second and Forty-first, known as the Rainbow
and Sunset Divisions. By the end of October Amer-
ican units had entered the line in quiet sectors in the
Vosges, and in November engineers from the Twenty-
sixth Division took part in the British engagement
at Cambrai

During the Fall and Winter American troops re-
ceived the intensive training in modern warfare
which made them able to lead later at Chateau-
T'hierry, St. Mihiel, and the Meuse.

AMERICAN TROOPS IN ACTION

On March 21 the storm of the German offensive
broke. Under the stress of the situation unity of com-
mand was effected and by the direction of the Pres-
ident, Gen. Pershing immediately placed his forces,
numbering at that time about 343,000, at the dis-
posal of Marshal Foch.

During the ensuing months American troops were
on trial in the eyes of Europe. A huge army, hastily
gathered, consisting largely of inexperienced troops,
226
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ORCES” By John J. Pershing, Com-
VAVAL BATTLES OF

Commander in Chief of the American

AMERICAN WAR CHRONOLOGY,” By Gen. Peyton C. March,
HE ARMISTICE TERMS,” By Woodrow Wilson, Presiden.

they upheld che finest traditions of the service. To
a large extent at first they relieved French and
British divisions In quiet sectors, making these ex-
perienced divisions available for service at crucial
points. Then as the American troops showed their
fighting qualities and the emergency became more
acute, they were thrown into the hottest of the bat-
tle. At Cantigny on May 28, troops of the First
Division fought their first real engagement and car-
ried it through successfully, On June 4, the Second
Division of Regulars and Marines went into the line
on the Marne, where the Germans were driving to-
ward Paris. On June 15, they met the triumphantly
advancing enemy in the Belleau Wood, stopped his
advance and in an impetuous charge drove his col-
umn back more than 900 yards. It was a brilliant
demonstration of the quality of our troops, and among
the weary French and British soldiers in the trenches
the word flew from mouth to mouth that the Amer-
icans were first class fighting men

The attack on Paris had been definitely stayed by
the fine strategy and desperate resistance of the
French and American troops. But on July 15 the
enemy resumed the attack from Chateau-Thierry
eastward to the Argonne. Six American Divisions
were thrown into the line at Chateau-Thierry, with
geveral more in reserve. Three days later the drive
had been stopped and Marshall Foch launched his
offensive.

From that time the story is one of allied attack
and German retreat. In blow after blow which the
Commander in Chief of the allied armies struck at
the German line, American troops took a conspicuous
part. On September 12 the First American Army
under the personal direction of Gen. Pershing
launched an attack on St. Mihiel and within twenty-
four hours had pinched off that heavily fortified
salient which had withstood attack through four
years of war. The elimination of this salient, which
had menaced eastern France, relieved the pressure on
Verdun and made possible further advances north
of that city.

Meanwhile the Twenty-seventh New York Divis-
ion and the Thirtieth National Guard Division, with
troops from South Carolina, North Carolina, and
Tennessee, were operating with the British. The
Three Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment of In-
fantry, together with aviation and ambulance units
operating on the Italian front, had a share in the
great Italian victory. Small expeditionary forces
were also established at Archangel and Vladivostok

THE BATTLE OF THE MEUSE.

From the point of view of military strategy, Amer-
ica’s greatest contribution to the successful outcome
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ymmander of the
First U, S. Field Army

of the war w hotly contested battle of the
Meu vhich resulted in cutting the main artery of
the German supply system. Up through the middle

of September the Germans were able to operate un-
ested the Sedan-Mezieres railway running parallel
to the front and furnishing a base of supply for the
¢ line from Valenciennes to Metz I'o cut this
ipply line at both ends and force withdrawal or
ipture of this entire front the British attacked in
the north, and on September 26 Gen. Pershing drove
in west of the Meuse with the First American Army.
The first few days of fighting yielded considerable
gain Fully conscious of the gravity of the situa-
tion, the enemy threw in division after division of
fresh troops; and during the ensuing weeks occurred
the bitterest fighting in which American troops took
part I'he second week of October practically all
available units—about twenty-eight American divi-
fons—were in the line. Progress could be made only
» few yards at a time, but the continved hammering
finally wore out the resistance of the anemy forces,
and November 1 the American troops broke through.
Day after day steady gaing were made up the west
bank of the Meuse, until, on November 7, the United
States forces entered the outskirts of Sedan and
definitely cut the German supply line A day later
the French forces came up on the left flank
The meeting of French and American troops on this
historie spot signalized the defeat of the German
irms, a defeat as decisive and humiliating as that
forced upon France forty-seven years before at the
same spot If there had been questions before as
to the acceptance of the armistice terms, the allied

t Sedan left

advance culminating in this meeting ¢
no choice in the matter

In the final campaign of the war American troops
thus played a part in a triumph which was beyond
all praise and which made them worthy comrades in
arms with French and British veterans

Casualties reported to October 23 Deaths, 53,160
wounded, 179,625; missing, 1,160; prisoners 2,163
Total, 236,108

These figures include deaths from disease as well
as battle casualties, slightly as well as severely
wounded

Deaths from battle alone would be about 36,000
About half the wounded reported probably suffered
very slight injury

It is interesting to compare these figures with loss
es in previous wars. In the Civil War the battle
fatalities on the Union side were approximately 110
000, In the Russo-Japanese War the Japanese losse
were 59,000 killed or died of wounds. In the Franco
Prussian War, German battle deaths were 28600
In the Spanish-American War we lost less than 1,000
men in battle

Compared with recently reported British battle
deaths of 659,000 for the period of the war, our losses
were astonishingly light

While we rejoice that our losse vere no heavier
we still bear in mind the thousands of homes through

out the country upon which the heavy burden of
the war has fallen. To these liomes the Nation owe
a debt of fullest gratitude From them ha prun

to face hardship, heroic strength
power to right the wrongs of

unbounded coura
in battle, the Natior
selfish despotism.

General Bullard, Commander of the Second U, S.
Field Army
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ASSISTANCE FURNISHED TO ENGLAND AND

ITALY

In addition to furnishir it I
the operation of the

edical personnel for
ibove unit the War Depart

ment, through the Chief Surgeon, has detailed 931
American officers to serve with the Brit forces, and
a further 169 for service in base hospitals that we

ned over to the British. Furthermore, several

ections have been operating with the

Arm)

Italian

EMBARKATION SERVICE

In the nineteen month
tion of war to the

elapsing from the declara-
signing of the armistice the Army
created an embarkation service which succeeded in
shipping overseas 2,075,834 men and 5,153,000 tons of
cargo. Even these figures do not adequately expre
the extraordinary nature of the achievement 3
time was required for the drafting and training of
men and for organizing the production of supplies,
most of the stupendous movement occurred in the last
half of our active participation in the war In the
last ten months, that is, from January 1, 1918, to the
signing of the armistice, the Army embarked 1,880,31

men and shipped 4,660,000 tons of cargo. Nothing to
compare with the movement of this tremendous num-
ber of men and tons of supplies across the Atlantic
Ocean is known in the military history of the world.

CARGO MOVEMENT,

The first
abroad was
16,000 tons
August

shipment of cargo to support the forces
made in June, 1917, and amounted to
In July the total was 12,000 tons and in
19,000 tons. By the fall of 1918 this move

BOOIK

ment had grown so that 750,000 tons
in October

Altogether, from our
the signing of the arnustice, ‘the
this side of the Atlantic 5,153,000 tons of cargo. Un
like the case with regard to the troop movement, this
cargo was carried almost entirely in American bot
toms, and less than 5 per cent. was lifted by allied
ships. Of all the cargo shipped, only 79,000 tons were
lost at sea

Included in the cargo shipment
dation locomotives of the 100-ton type. Of these 350
were shipped set up on their own wheels so that
they could be unloaded onto the tracks in France and
run off in a few hours under their own steam. Ship
ment of set-up locomotives of this size had never been
made before Special ships with large hatches were
withdrawn from the trade for the pur

were

hipped

entran¢esinto the war until

Army shipped from

were 1,145 consoli

Cuban ore

pose, and the hatches of other ships were specially
lengthened, so that when the armistice was signed
the Army was prepared to ship these set-up loco
motives at the rate of 200 a month

I'he Army also shipped 17,000 standard-gauge

freight cars, and at the termination of hostilities was
preparing to ship flat cars set up and ready to run
Motor trucks to the number of 34433 went forward
and when fighting ceased were being shipped at the
rate of Rails and fittings for the
French railways and for the construc
tion of our own lines of communication aggregated
123,000 ton In addition to the tons of cargo men

10,000 a month

reinforcing of

tioned above the Army shipped 54,000 horses and
mules, and at the cessation of hostilities was shipping
them at the rate of 20,000 a month. The increase
in the shipment of cargo from the United States was

General T.eonard Wood.
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In this photograph are seen the American Artillery
efore Metz, the capital of Alsace, firing into the Ger-

y maintained from the start of the war, and
it its cossation wa

indergoing marked acceleration
Aside from the cargo shipped across the Atlantic

Gen. Pershing imported | amounts from Euro
pean source the chief item being coal from Eng
land In October he brought into France by mean
of his cross-channel fleet a total of about 275,000

tons of coal and other commoditie
GROWTH OF THE TRANSPORT FLEET

The task laid upon the Army of creating a great
transport fleet at a time when the world was expe

The Nation's defense was in the

mission and the directors and secre

ands of these men

riencing its most acute tonnage shortage was a heavy
one At the outbreak of the war a start was made
at once at chartering a few of the American merchant
steamers immediately at hand, and at the end of June
there were in service seven troop ships with dead
weight of 46,000 tons and six cargo ships with a
deadweight of 48,000 ton From these small begin
nings there was developed a great transatlantic fleet
which on November 1, 1918, included 39 troopships
of 309,198 tons, 38 animal transports of 372,011 tons
18 refrigerator ships of 92,542 tons, 4 tankers of
31,271 tons, and 228 cargo ships of 1,807,336 tons. In
addition Gen. Pershing had gathered a cross-channel
fleet which numbered 104 vessels and aggregated
311,087 tons. Accordingly the Army had in service
on November 1, 1918, a fleet of its own amounting to
431 ships and totalling 3,004,445 deadweight tons, At
this time it also had definitely assigned to it 16 allied
troop ships approximating 150,000 deadweight tons
and 160,000 tons of loaned British cargo ship: On
November 13, two day after the signing of the
armistice, the army had American shipping either in

operation or under definite allocation totalling 3,800
800,000 deadweight tons, a fleet over twice as large
s the entire American merchant marine engaged in
foreign trade at the start of the war.
In building up this fleet the first great increment
pecially in the matter of troop transport was the

eized German vessels. These ships came into service
during the fall of 1917 and accounted for approxi
mately 460,000 tons. In the spring of 1918 the taking

The Council of National Defense and the Advisory

taries of both bodies in joint session in the office of the Secretary of

War, Washington, D. C
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Hon, Robert Lansing, Secretary of State,

over of the Dutch steamers gave the Army the use
of another 300,000 tons. The chartering of Scandi-
navian and Japanese tonnage during 1918, which re
lieved the whole tonnage position of our country, also
was reflected in the growth of the Army fleet. The
most ample credit must, however, be given the War
Trade Board, which by drastic restriction of non-
essential imports made possible the release of large
amounts of shipping from the import trades. Ac-
cessions of tonnage from this last source were espe-
cially heavy during the fall of 1918, at which time
the import trades were being stripped bare of suitable
vessels by the Shipping Control Committee and the
army was receiving additional shipping at the rate
of a half million tons a month

I'he procurement, arming, repairing, loading, and
convoying of this enormous fleet taxed the resources
of the Embarkation Service, the Navy, and the Ship-
ping Control Committee to the uttermost; but at all
times these services proved equal to the burdens laid
on them

During the whole period of active hostilities the
Army lost at sea only 200000 deadweight tons of
transports, Of this total 142,000 tons were sunk by
torpedoes. No American transport was lost on its
eastward voyage. For this splendid record the Navy,
which arranged the convoy system, deserves the high-
est commendation

RIFLES
At the beginning of the war the standard army
rifle was the Springfield, known as the Model 1903, Of
these there were nearly 600,000 on hand and in ar-
senals, in the hands of the Navy and Marine Corps
Regular Army, National Guard, and schoolg and col

leges. There were also several hundred thousand of
Krag-Jorgensen rifles (Model 1898) stored for an
emergency. The Springfield and Rock Island Arsen
als had a productive capacity of 700 a day, on a
single eight-hour shift. Manufacturing difficulties
made it impossible to extend Model 1903 production
sufficiently. Fortunately, there were available several
plants which had just completed large orders for the
Enfield rifle for the British Government. A new rifle,
the Model 1917, was accordingly designed. This rifle
resembled the British Enfield sufficiently so that the
plants equipped for Enfield production could be rap
idly converted and utilized, but the rifle was con
structed to use the same ammunition as is used in
the Model 1903 and in machine guns and machine
rifles of American manufacture. Production of the
Model 1917 was pushed and completed rifles were
secured before September 1, two months before the
date specified in the contract

Up to November 1, 1918, about 2 025 rifles had
been made and accepted Of heavy Browning ma
chine guns, 139,546, and of light Brownings, 47,019
had been made and accepted; also a total of 63,884,
000 machined shells

PRODUCTION OF TRAINING PLANES AND
ENGINES.

When war was declared the United States pos.
sessed less than 300 training planes, all of inferior
types Deliveries of imported models were begun
as early as June, 1917 Up to November 11, 1918,
over 5,300 had been produced, including 1,600 of a

William
son, and hoth Secretary of the Treasury and Rail-
road Administrator during the war

McAdoo, son-in-law of President Wil
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Herbert C. Hoover, Food Dictator,

type which was temporarily abandoned on account
of unsatisfactory engine

Planes for advanced training purpo were pros
duced in quantity early in 1918; up to the signing of
the armistice about 2,500 were delivered proxi

mately the same number was purchased overseas for
training the units with the Expeditionary F
Several new models, to be used for traini
uit pilots, are under development
Within three months after the declaration of war

extensive orders were placed for two type ele
mentary training engines Quantity production wa
cached within a short time. In all about 10,500 have
been delivered, sufficient to constitute a satisfactory
reserve for some time to come

Of the advanced training engines, the three im

portant models were of foreign design, and the suc

g achieved in securing quantity production is a
gratifying commentary on the manufacturing ability
of this country The total production up to Novem-
ber 11 was approximately 5,200

PRODUCTION OF 8 VICE PLAN

The experience acquired during the operations on
the Mexican border demonstrated the unsuitability
of the planes then used by the American Army
Shortly after the declaration of war, a commission
was sent abroad to select types of foreign service
planes to be put into production in this country. We
were confronted with the necessity of redesigning
these models to take the Liberty motor, as foreign
engine production was insufficient to meet the great
demands of the Allies. The first successful type of
plane to come into quantity production a modi
fication of the British De Haviland 4—an observation

. R TG Ml R e

A United States Soldier

which his whole out
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General Tasker H. Bliss,

put of 1,200 had been reached Approximately 1,900
were shipped to the Expeditionary Force prior to the
ermination of hostilities The number of Liberty
motors produced was 13,396,

AIR FORCES AT THE FRONT

American personnel, provided with French plane:
appeared at the front. The number was increased as
rapidly as equipment could be obtained On Sep
tember 30, the date of the latest available informa
tion, there were quadrons at the front; of these
15 were pursuit, 13 observation, and 4 bombing. The
first squadron equipped with American planes reached
the front in the latter part of July

LOSSES IN BATTLE AND IN TRAINING

Though the casualties in the air force were small
as compared with the total strength, the casualty
rate of the flving personnel at the front was some
vhat above the Artillery and Infantry rates. The
reported battle fatalities up to October 24 were 128
and accident fatalities overseas 244 The results of
Allied and American experiepce at the front indicate
that two aviators lose their lives in accident for
each aviator killed in battle. The fatalities at train
ing fields in the United State 262

to October 24 were 262

Overseas Smiemest, CLotHiNGg ANp EQUIPAGE,
Manrcu 31, 1918, 10 Ocroper 31, 1918

Article

Blankets oeols
Breeches and trousers, wool,
Coats, wool
Drawers, winter
Overcoats
Shirts, flannel
Shoes, field and march, pairs
Stockings, wool, light and

heavy pairs 2
Undershirt winter K 18,496,000
OVERSEAS SHIPMENTS, SUBSISTENCE, FuRAGE, AND Fukl

1918

Quantity, Lbs

17,181,500
48,554,150

1,909,000
8,439,000

Aprin 1, 1917, v» Novesmuper 10,

Subsistenes Value

Flour ’ 19

Beef, fresh, frozen 213,034,473
Meats, canned .. 118,183,810
Bacon . . 115,415,372

Sugar

Beans, baked
Beans, dry
Tomatoes, canned
Prunes

Jam

Cigarettes, each
Milk, evaporated
Forage: Hay

36,159,687
9,918,
04,000

Oats 852,000
Bran 14,546,000 668,190
Fuel llons

Aviation gasoline
Motor gasoline

119,000
30,689,000

2,742,000
7,268,000

The total production of gas
States was 5

masks in the United

6,515
276,513

The organization formed to build cantonments
proved the best instrument for the erection of stor
age depots, port terminals, and hospitals. By No
vember 1, 1918, the original 32 projects had grown
to 448, including only major undertakings. The num-
ber of commissioned officers had grown to 1,329, and
civilian employes to 2,351 In addition, as many as
130,000 people were employed on construction pro
jects under the direction of the division. Allotments
of funds to October 31 for the original canton
ments and camps, including extensions authorized
in addition to the original plans, have totalled
about 7.000.000 Allotments for all projects un
dertaken by the Construction Division amount to ap
proximately $756,000,000

-

Fuxps Avrorten vor CoNstrucTioN—National Army
cantonments, $208,000,000; Natfonal Guard camps
$69,000,000; other camps and cantonments, $117,000
000; Regular Army Posts, $15,000,000; Coast Artil
lery Posts, $12,000,000; hospitals. $20,000,000; Quar
termaster Corps projects. $141,000,000; Ordnance D¢
partment projects, $148 000,000; Signal Corps projects,
$2.000,000 Air Service projects, $4.000,000; other
construction, $20,000,00; total, $756,000,000.
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History of the American Expeditionary Forces

By JOHN J. PERSHING

Commander in Chief of the American Forces Abroad

On Mareh 28th T placed at the disposal
of Marshal Foch all of our forces to be
used as he might decide. At his request
the first division was transferred from the
Toul sector to a ]m.\ilitl!l in reserve at
(Chaumont en Vexin. As German superi-
ority in numbers required prompt action,
an agreement was reached at the Abbe-
ville conference of the allied premiers and
commanders and myself on May 2nd hy
which British shipping was to transport
10 American divisions to the British army
area, where they were to be trained and
equipped, and additional British shipping
was to be provided for as many divisions

as possible for use elsewhere,

“On April 26th the first division had
gone into the line in the Montdidier salient
on the Pieardy battle front. On the morn
ing of May 28th this division attacked the
commanding German position in its front,
taking with splendid dash the town of Can
tigny and all other objectives, which were
organized and held steadfastly against
vicious counterattacks and galling artillery
fire. Although local, this brilliant action
had an eleetrical effect, as it demonstrated
our fighting qualities under extreme hattle
conditions and also that the enemy’s troops
were not altogether invineible.”’

Steady Movement by July.

By July the great tide of American troop
movements to France was in full swing and
the other divisions could be used freely.
The 42d (Rainbow) in line east of Rheims
faced the German assault of July 15 and
““held their ground unflinchingly”’; on the
right flank four companies of the 28th divi-
sion faced ““advancing waves of German
infantry’ and the 3d division held the
Marne line opposite Chateau Theirry

against powerful artillery and infantry
attack.

Thus was the stage set for the counter
offensive which, beginning with the smash
ing of the enemy’s Marne salient, brought
overwhelming victory to the allies and the
United States in the eventful months that
have followed. The intimation is strong
that Gen. Pershing’s advice helped Marshal
Foeh to reach his deeision to strike. Gen.
Pershing continues:

““The place of honor in the thrust toward
Soissons on July 18th was given to our 1st
and 2d divisions in company with chosen
French divisions.

Handling of Troops Excellent.

“Without the usual brief warning of a

Husky Americans landing at Bordeaux
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preliminary - hombardment, the massed
Freneh and American artillery, firing by
the map, laid down its rolling harrage at
dawn, while the infantry began its charge.
The tactical handling of our troops under
these tryving conditions was  excellent
throughout the action. The enemy hrought
up large numbers of reserves and made a
stubborn defense hoth with machine gnuns
and artillery, bhut through five dayvs’ fight
ing the Ist division continned to advance
until it had gained the heights above Sois
sons and captured the village of Berzy-le
See.  The 2d division took Beau Repairve
farm and Vierzy in a very rapid advance
and reached a position in front of Tign
the end of its second dav. These two i
visions captured 7,000 prisoners and over
100 pieces of artillery.”

The report deseribes in some detail the
work of completing the reduetion of the
salient, mentioning the operations of the
26th, 3d, 4th, 42d, 32d and 28th divisions.
With the situation on the Marne front thus

|'n'|ln'\‘w|, Gien. I'l'l'\]lill: \\‘]'il('.\, ]Il' wnlll(l
turn to the organization of the first Amer
ican army and the reduction of the St.
Mihiel salient, long planned as the initial
purely American enterprise. .\ troop con
centration, aided hy generous contributions
of artillery and air units by the French,
hegan, involving the movement, mostly at
night, of 600,000 men.
Greatest Aviation Foree.

The combined Freneh, British and Amer
ican air foree mobilized for the battle, the
report says, was the largest aviation as
sembly ever engaged on the western front
up to that time in a single operation.

Of the reduetion of the St. Mihiel salient,
Gen. Pershing says:

S After four hours” artillery preparation
the seven Ameriean divisions in the front
line advanced at 5 a. m., on Sept. 12, as
sisted by a limited number of tanks manned
partly by Americans and partly hy the
Frenceh. These divisions, accompanied by
groups of wire eutters and others armed
with bangalore torpedoes, went through the
successive bands of harbed wire that pro
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Upper—Two fighters in trenches observing enemy airships maneuvering above them
Lower—Gen. Pershing making a tour of inspection of the French lines at Chemin des Dames, accompanied
by Gen., Franchet D'Esperey,
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I'he \merica,” a

teeted the enemy’s front line and support
trenches, inirrvesistibie
time,

waves, on schedule
down all
enemy demoralized hy the great volume of
our artillery fire and our sudden approach
ont of the fog.

At the cost of only 7,000 casualties,
mostly light, we had taken 16,000 prisoners
and 443 guns, a great quantity of material,
released the inhabitants of many
from

hreaking defense of an

villages
domination and established
our lines in a position to threaten Metz,””
Cleared Way for Vietory,
The report shows for the first time, offi
cially, that with this brilliantly executed
coup Gen, Pershing’s men had cleared the

enemy

way for the great effort of the allied and
\merican forees to win a conclusive vie
tory.  The American army moved at once

Allied Troops Resting After a Battle,

great seaplane
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built for transatlantic flight
toward its erowning achievement, the hattle
of the Meuse,

The general tells a dramatic story of this
mighty battle. ‘*Between September 26th
and November 6th,”” he “we took
26,059 prisoners and 468 guns on this front.
Our divisions engaged were the 1st, 2d, 3d,
fth, Hth, 26th, 28th, 29th, 32d, 33d (includ
ing Chicago regiments), 3oth, 37th 42d,
T7th, 78th, 79th, 80th, 82d, 89th, 90th and
91st. Many of our divisions remained in
line for a length of time that required
nerves of steel, while others were sent in
again after only a few days of rest. The
1st, Hth, 26th, 42d, 77th, 80th, 89th and 90th
were in the line twice. Although some of
the divisions were fighting their first hattle,
they soon hecame w||l:ll to the hest,”’

7. S. Foree 2,053,347 Men,

Of the total strength of the expeditionary

foree, Gen. Pershing reports:

says,

“There are in Europe altogether, inelud
ing a regiment and some sanitary units
with the Italian army and the organizations
at Murmansk, also including those en route
from the States, approximately 2,053,347
men, less our losses.  Of this total there
are in France 1,338,169 combatant troops.
Forty divisions have arrived, of which the
infantry personnel of ten have been used
as replacements, leaving thirty divisions
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OFf their equipment he says

“Our entry into the war found us with
few of the auxiliaries necessary for its con
duet in the modern sense.  Among our most
important deficiencies in material were an
tillery, aviation and tanks. In order to
meet our requirements as rapidly as pos
sible, we ;|1‘|‘1‘]|Yo'l| the offer of the Freneh
government to provide us with the neces
sary artillery equipment of 75s, 155 milli
meter howitzers, and 155 G, P, F. guns
from their own factories for thivty divi

sions,

The wisdom of this conrse is fully
demonstrated by the fact that, although wi
soon hegan the manufacture of these elasses
of guns at home, there were no guns of the
caliber mentioned manufactured in Amer
ica on our front at the date the armistice
was signed. The only guns of these tvpes
|)I'n||\|<-4't] at home thus far received in
France are 109 75 millimeter guns

Americans Going Forward to Bring
trucks of the Motor Transport Service on the

S WAR BOOK

Name Situation in Aviation.

‘In aviation we were in the same situa
tion, and here again the French government
came to our aid until our own aviation pro
gram should be under way. We obtained
from the French the necessary planes for
training our personnel, and they have pro
vided us with a total of 2,676 pursuit, ob
servation and hombing planes,

“The first airplanes received from home
arvived in May, and altogether we have
received 1,379, The first American squad
ron, <‘~lln]r[| ln'|_\ w|Himu'v| ]l_\ American pro
duction, including airplanes, erossed the
German lines on Augnst 7Tthy 1918, As to
tanks, we were also compelled to rely upon
the French.  Here, however, we were less
fortunate, for the reason that the French
production could harely meet the require
ments of their own armies,*’

JOHN J. PERSHING,

» 7th Infantry are climhing aboard
ving those who have already ridden
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Achievements of the American Navy
in the War

By Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy.

(Official Report da

War was declared on April 6, 1917. On the 4th
f May a detachment of destroyvers was in Euro
ean waters. By January 1, 1918, there were 113
U'nited States naval ships acro and in October
118, the total had reached 338 ships of all classe
At the present time there are 5,000 officers and 70

0 enlisted men of the United States Navy serving
n Europe, this total being greater than the full
trength of the navy when the United States en

red the war.

American and British ships have carried over 2
00,000 American troops overseas. The United States
lid not possess enough ships to earry over our trooj

rapidly as they were ready to sail or as quickly

they were needed in France Great Britain fur
ished, under contract with the War Department
iany ships and safely transported many American

wops, the numbers having increased eatly in th
ring and summer A few troops were carried over
other allied ship: I'he actual number tran

orted in British ships was more than a million
'he exact figures are not now available, but it was

rvice invaluable and timely, and was typical of
reat Britain's large contribution of its great ship
ng facilities for the common cause

NAVAL OPERATING FORCES—FIGHTING CRAFT,

I'he employment of the fighting eraft of the navy
be summed up as follow
In the summer of 1917, the

ubmarine problem
ving become so acute and the lo to merchant

o great, it became necessary to adopt more
ffective methods of handling merchant shipping, in
ler that a greater degree of safety should be af
rded T'he system of convoying ships was adopted
ile this slowed up shipping fully 20 per cent,
increased dangers of collision and other diffi
ties, experience has amply justified the wisdom
the policy The convoy system, the adoption of
hich was suggested by President Wilson shortly
ter our entrance into the war, was applied to
th cargo and troop ships and it nees was al
st immediately apparent. It consisted in gathering
ether certain numbers of vessels, sailing at reg
ir intervals along established lanes, under the
iard of heavier ships to protect against raiders,
I destroyers to protect against submarine

I'his system went into effect with the first of our
which crossed in June, 1917, and has
ntinued ever since, to the day the armistice was
ned It had much to do with breaking the back
the submarine offensive, for it deprived the U
it of the benefit he derived from attacking indi-
dual, unprotected ships and forced him to devote
efforts, for the most part, to ships which were
itected by destroyers. To engage with a convoy
submarine was forced to enter the danger zone
d frequently it was he and not our ships which
came the vietim
Our destroyers and patrol vessels, in addition to
nvoy duty, have waecd an unceasing offensive war

0P Convoy

ed December 9, 1018)

fare against the submarines. In spite of all this,
our naval losses have been gratifyingly small. Not
ne American troop ship, as previously stated, has
been torpedoed on the way to France, and but three
the Antilles, the President Lincoln and the Coving
ton, were sunk on the return voyage

The most serious loss of life due to enemy ac
tivity was the loss of the Coast Guard cutter Tampa
with all on board, in Bristol Channel, England, on the
night of September 26, 1918. The Tampa, which was
doing escort duty, had gone ahead of the convoy

S86 following heard an explosgion, but when they
wched the vicinity there were only bits of floating
wreckage to show where the ship had gone down
Not one of the 111 officers and men of her crew
were rescued: and, though it is believed she was
unk by a torpedo from an enemy submarine, the

xact manner in which the vessel met her fate may
never be kXnown.

The Hon. Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy
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155 SHIPS LAUNCHED UP TO OCTOBER 1

Ships launched during the year and up to Octo
r 1, 1918, include one gunboat, 93 destroyers, 29
itbmarine 26 mine sweeper four fabricated patrol
v els and two seagoing It is noteworthy that
in the first nine months of 1918 there were launched
no less than 83 destroyers of 98,281 tons aggregate
normal displacement, as compared with 62 destroy
ers of 285 tons during the entire nine years next
preceding January 1, 1918

I'here have been added to the navy during the
fiscal year and including the three months up to
October 1, 1918, two battleship: 16 destroyers, 28
ubmarine 355 submarine chasers (including 50
which were turned over to the French Government),
13 mine sweepers and two seagoing tugs, There have
ilso been added to the operating naval forces by pur
chase, charter, ete, many hundred vessels of com
merecial type, including all classes from ex-German
rans-Atlantic liners to harbor tugboats and motor
boats for auxiliary purpose

RECORDS BROKEN IN DESTROYER
CONSTRUCTION

Among the ships added, mention should be made
of the destroyer Ward, built at the Navy Yard, Mare
Island, Cal, in the remarkably short time of 70 days
from the layi of the keel to the placing of the
hip in commission. Only 17', days elapsed from
the day the keel was laid until the ship was
launched This result was achieved by most careful
ystem of routing materials and handling labor
vorked out by that yard in conjunction with its pro

ramme of destroyers now unde construction

hips completed, there was a

In addition te

amount of work in refitting ex-German

very large

and Austrian ships for war uses and in fitting up
both commandeered merchantmen and new merchant
ships as completed

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS IN ORDNANCE

One of the great achievements of the navy during
the past year was the design and construction of the
14-inch naval guns on railway mountings now on the
western front, which hurled shells far behind the
German lines., The mount was designed, built and
delivered in less than four months. On December
26, 1917, not a drawing had been started. On April
5, 1918, a completed gun was rolling on its own
ndy Hook Proving Ground for long

wheels to
range tests

These guns were originally intended for the new
battle cruisers, but a change of ship design left
them available for other use As the navy had no
immediate need for them afloat, Real Admiral Ralph
arle, Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, recom
mended that they be utilized for land service with
our army in France It was more than good for
tune that in these testing times the navy had Ad
miral Earle, one of the ablest and fittest officers
in direction of great ordnance plants and opera
tions. With a staff of men of like mettle, achieve
ments have been made that will always live

It was realized that to be most effective the rail
way battery must be completely mobile and independ
ent of any artillery base, The guns themselves wers
mounted on cars which could move freely over the
French railways. It was necessary to make the re
pair shops and barracks for the personnel mobile
I'welve cars were constructed to accompany each
gun, There were machine shop cars, armored am
munition cars, kitchen cars, berthing, crane and wire
less cars. These cars, as well as the gun mounts

a 14-inch turret salve,
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were all built and equipped under the direction of tain moral effect, were without great practical mili-

the Bureau of Ordnance. This battery is sufficiently tary value. The American naval guns fire projectiles I8
mobile so that were an order to move position re approximately seven times heavier than the shells o
ceived while the gun was in action, gun, personnel, the Germans used against Paris, [}
kitchen, fuel, berthing cars and all could be under In 1916 the Germans had one 15-inch naval gun I
way in about an hour. in Flanders, which became famous through its long (3
The naval land batteries fire heavier projectiles and  range bombardment of Dunkirk and other Allied
have greater range than any gun ever before placed bases, This gun was on a permanent foundation {
on mobile shore mounting. The German long range and could not be shifted from point to point on the i
“freak” guns which fired on Paris were non-mobile. front. Our 14-inch gun can move from one end of
They were built on permanent steel and concrete France to the other, and it hurls a projectile a dis- |
foundations which were eventually sought out by Al tance of approximately 30 miles (52,000 vards). %
lied aeroplanes and the guns subsequently silenced In the future American dreadnoughts and battle

The shells were small and specially built for long ecruisers will be armed with the 16inch gun, the I
flight his fact reduced their military efficiency first of which has been tested during the year and N
The German long range guns, while they had a cer- which proved eminently satisfactory in every re- I
spect. These guns will make those ships the heav- i
fest armed vessels in the world. The gun throws
a projectile weighing 2,100 pounds. At present our i
largest battle ships mount 14-inch guns, which throw
a projectile weighing only 1,400 pounds. It is inter- i
esting to note that broadside weights have trebled ;

within the space of twenty years.
The total weight of steel thrown by a single

broadside from ships armed with 13-inch guns will I
be 25,200 pounds; that of the Pennsylvania, the larg- i
est type of ship in commission, is 17,508 pounds, t
while the total weight thrown by the Oregon, the b
largest ship at the time of the Spanish-American
War, was 5,660 pounds
DEPTH CHARGE MOf EFFECTIVE ANTI- i
SUBMARI 'EAPON. L
The successful operation of the depth charge and A

the development of the tactics for attacking subma-
rines with them have been the most potent factors
in the solution of the German submarine menace
I'hese charges are now being produced in quantities
considerably in excess of the needs of our navy
and merchant fleet, and so tremendous is their de
structive quality and so thoroughly has strategy for
their use been developed, that it a lucky subma
rine which shows itself or its periscope within view
of a destroyer and survives the subsequent bom
bardment

THE NAVY THAT FLIES.

Of gratifying proportions and effectiveness have
been the expansion of aviation in the navy

On July 1, 1917, naval aviation was still in its
infancy At that time there were only 45 naval avi 5
ators. There were officers of the navy, Marine Corps
and Coast Guard who had been given special train-
ing in and were attached to aviation. There were
approximately 200 student officers under training
250 enlisted men attached to the Avia-

and about 1,2
tion Service. These enlisted men were assigned to
the three naval air stations in this country which were
then in commission. Pensacola, Fla., had about 1,000
men; Bay Shore, vong Island, N. Y., which was put
in operation at that time, had about 100 men; and [
Squantum, Mass., which was abandoned in the fall
of 1917, had about 150 men

On July 1, 1918, there were 823 naval aviators, ap
proximately 2,052 student officers and 400 ground
officers attached to naval aviation. In addition, there !
were over 7300 trained mechanics and over 5,400 me |
chanics in training. The total enlisted and commis
sioned personnel at this time was about 30,000

MARINE CORPS WINS GLORY.

This efficient fighting, building and landing force
ited States Naval Militia Bugler Sounding a of the navy (the Marine Corps) has won imper-
Call “To the Colors ishable glory in the fulfillment of its latest duties
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upon the battlefields of France, where the Marine

fighting for tl 1 « nder Gener ershing
part of the victor American I vrit
ten a story of valor and sacrific A i1l live in
he b ¢ a t e W hat
1othing « 1 marine o« I 1l a il
in the German rush on Par ind in
ter d vided in the b nin ft reat
ensive, the freeing of Rheims, and participated in
the hard fighting in Ch pagie vhich had as it
et t) thr ing back tl P i armis in
¢ vicinity of Cambrai and St. Quentir
With only S.000 men engaged in the fiercest bat
It the marine ps ca ties numbered 69 off
cer and n d men d, and 78 officer
and 2,435 ¢ ted men wour rious enough to
be officially reported by « ram, eh 1
ber should be added not few whose wounds did
not incapacitate them for further fightin How

ever, with a casualty list that numbers nearly half

the original 8,000 men who entered battle the official
reports account for only 57 United States marine
vho have bed tured by tl enemy Thi in
clude those were vounded far in advance
of their lines and who fell into the hands of Ger
mans whi ble to resi

lemorial Day shall hene th ha I \
decper significar [ Anier « t

1 1a VN I I \ t
r il to battle—the ba in tich American
troops had the honor of st the German drive

throwing back the Prussian hordes in at

tae Wfter attack, and beginning the retreat which
asted ntil nperial Germany va beaten to it
kn ind its ¢ i Wer ippealing for an armi
t nder the fl i tru the United State
n ne htir ide by d equally brave and

ican army, to that
vithful 1 and land force of the navy, fell the
onor of taking er the lines where the blow of
¢ Prussian would strike the hardest, the line that

1ally courageous men in the

15 nearest Paris, and where ould a breach occur
11 would be lost Fhe world knows today that the
United Sta maring held that line that they
\ 1l

inee that was rolling on toward
that they

cked ¢

Paris at a rate ix or seven miles a day
net the attack in American fashion ¢ with Amer

n 1 Idiers of the Amer
ican army threw back the crack guard divisions of

ican 1

Germany, broke their advanc and then, attacking
rove them back in the beginning of a retreat that
vas not to end until the “cease firir signal sounded
r the end of the world's greatest war In this
connection Melville E. Stone
\ssociated Pre vid
investigation in

general manager of the
following an exhaustive trip
Europe

I'hey (the marines) had before them the best

I'r fan guards and she troop: th ermans were
ctly ire tl o drive tl amateurs’ back

t wa dramatic situation, for success meant that
Germar ould probably push for Calais and

her channel ports: but Foch dangled Paris before

their eyes by putting raw Americans at a point

direct road to Paris, in the pocket be

tor General of Ship ( troction, with Chairman
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AMERICA'S PART IN THE WAR

tween Reims and Soissons. Instead of driving back
the ‘amateurs’ the ‘amateurs’ drove them back and
gave them also a very sound thrashing. Their losses
were heavy, but they did the work, and in doing it
also did three things: They saved Paris; they seri
ously injured the morale of the best German troops
ind they set a standard and a fixed reputation for
American trsops that none other dared to tarnish.”
Such is the opinon of the head of a great news
gathering force regarding the achievements of the
United States marines at Chateau Thierry, wher
in the battle field of Bois de Belleau, now named the
Bois de la Brigade de Marine by official order of
the French staff, this branch of the navy met the
Germans and blocked their drive on Paris

ORDERED TO FRONT ON MEMORIAL DAY

It was on the evening of May 30, after a day dedi
cated to the memory of their comrades who had fallen
in the training days and in the Verdun sector, that
the 5th and 6th regiments and the 6th machine gun
battalion, United States marines, each received the
following orders

“Advance information officially received that thi
regiment will move at 10 p. m. 30 May by bus to new
area All trains shall be loaded at once and ar
rangements hastened Wagons, when loaded, will
move to Serans to form train.”

All through the night there was fevered activity
ymong the marines. Then, the next morning, the

miles «

INTO LINE JU!

201

busses and trucks, each car

full complement of United States marines,
road which at one place wound

f Paris, toward Meaux

of Meaux went the long line

village of Montriel-aux-Lions
from the rapidly advancing
trip the camions containing

the only traffic traveling in the
Germans; everything else was go
refugee old men and women

on every conceivable convey
along the side of the road
before them, all of them cov
dust which the camion cara

up as it rolled along; along that
organization was advancing, the Unit

stination reached early on the
they disembarked stiff and tired

determined and cheerful, That evening the first field

more than seventy-two miles, but
line d marched onward in
line they were to hold th wers
brigade to Major-General Omar
the 2d division, went forward
6th marir in line from Le

U. S. Sailors in the Firth of Forth After Surrender of German Fleet.

_
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THE RELATIVE AREAS OF THE WORLD POWERS oF
many, Great Britain and [rel

left uncovered on the vast expanse of our country must be a surprise to all. That Austria-Hun ary does no! ne

that Switzerland equals barely one-seventh of Colorado, and Ireland does not nearly equal one-half of Sout' Dal
An interesting comparison, in this connection, is based on the area of Belgium. 11,373 square miles,

a land of 1.789,052,800 inhabitants, a vast aggregate considerably in excess of the total population of the entire 'Vorl

Across the map of the United fate : | F
, 1t the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey. The amount of space

re projected on the same scale as known before the war Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, France, Ger-

€0 Texas, that France is contained within Utah and Arizona, that Belgium covers but a tiny corner of California,

,arc ‘acts that few of us have realized.

suported 6,687,651 people. Were the 3,025,600 square miles of the United states as densely populated, we would be




| Chatel, which is also the post command of the 6th burst to its target Caught in a seething wave of
| marines Sixth machine gun battalion distributed machine gun fire, of scattering shrapnel, of accurate
| at line.' rifle fire, the Germans found themselves in a position
! Meanwhile the 5th regiment was moving into line in which further advance could only mean absolute
machine guns were advancing and the artillery tak uicide The lines hesitated. They stopped. They
ing its position T'hat night the men and officer broke for cover, while the marines raked the woods
of the marine lept in the open, many of them ind ravine in which they had taken refuge with
in a field that was green with unharvested wheat machine gun and rifle to prevent them making an
i | awaiting the time when they should be immoned to  other attempt to advance by infiltrating through
battle. The next day at 5 o'clock, the afternoon of Above a French airplane was checking up on the ar
June 2, began the battle of Chateau Thierry vitl tillery fire Surprised by the fact that men should
the Americans holding the line
vicious wedg

against the most  deliberately set their sights, adjust their range and
e of the German advance then fire deliberately at an advancing foe, each man
picking his target, instead of merely firing in the di
rection of the enemy, the aviator signaled below

BATTLE OF CHATEAU THIERRY

The advance of the Germans was across a wheat Bravo! In the rear that word was echoed &

in
\ field, driving at Hill 165 and advancing in smooth ind again.  The German drive on Paris had been
columns. The United States marines, trained to keen  stopped

observation upon the rifle rang
them wearing a marksman's medal or better, that of
! the sharpshooter «

o. nearly every one of

FIERCE FIGHTING IN BELLEAU WOOD.

xpert rifleman, did not IFor the next few days the fighting took on the
waracter of pushing forth outposts and determining
the strength of the enemy Now the fighting had
hanged I'he Germans, mystified that they should
have run against a stone wall of defense just when

for those gray clad hordes to advance nearer. Cal

! ly they set their sights and aimed with the

‘ | procision that they had shown upon the rifls
at Paris Island, Mare Island and Quantico

"
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[ Thiolet through Clarembauts woods to Triangle to intly their rifles eracked and with their fire came

Lucy. Instructed to he line First battalion, 6th  the support of the artillery. The machine gun fire

| marines, going into line from Luc thre 1 Hill incessant also, began to make its inroads upon the

142 Third battalion in upport at La Voeie du wvancin foree Closer and closer the shrapnel




ond. Photo made from airplane.
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advance would be easiest did not falter. At H:45 o'clock that night Bouresches
n prepared to defend the po was taken by Lieut, James F. Robertson and twenty
with all the stubbornness pos odd men of his platoon; these soon were joined by
recesses of Belleau wood the two re-enforcing platoons I'hen came the enemy
after nest of machine counterattacks, but the marines held
jungle matted underbrush

CHARGING ON MACHINE GUN NESTS

impregnable And this
could routed. unless thev In Belleau wood the fighting had been literally
breaking of the attack of from tree to tree, stronghold to stronghold: and it
There would come an was a fight which must last for weeks before its
The battle of Chateau accomplishment in  victory lelleau wood was a
not won and could not be Jungle s every rocky formation forming a German
had been cleared of the Mmachine gun nest, almost impossible to reach by
artillery or grenade fire I'here was only one way to
the attack of the American Wibe out these nests—by the bayonet And by this
that wood and adjacent method were they wiped out, for United States ma
wood itself and the towns rines, bare chested, shouting their battle ecry of
forming the objective At E-¢-ee0 yaa-h-h-h yip!” charged straight into the
and there began the tre murderous fire from those guns, and won! Out of
marine corp ladly the number that charged, in more than one instance,
fighters might be thrown ©nly one would reach the mghold. There, with

his bayonet as his only weapon, he would either kill
or capture the defenders of the nest, and then,

swinging

the gun about in its position. turn it

the remaining German positions in the for

in four ©st. Such was the character of the fighting in Bel

over the work leau wood; fighting which continued until July 6
ing over When after a short relief the invincible Americans
were taken back to the rest billet for re

'HE LINE FOR MANY WEARY DAYS

the history of the marine corps there is
uch battle as that one in Belleau wood

trictly according Amer against
halt rush vin,

waves taking

before them, pa

comrades and plungir finally
hould torn to bit But cuperation
\
wave and the at HELD

the ox fon is that of an In all
field mpanie that had no other
strong dwindled to fifty and Fighting

command; but the

day and night without relief, without sleep

attack  often without water, and for days without hot ra-

\labama for shore

ifter the return of the 17 fleet
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tions, the marines met and defeated the best di
visions that Germany could throw into the line.
The heroism and doggedness of that battle are un
paralleled. Time after time, officers seeing their line:
cut to pieces, seeing their men so dog t
they even fell lecp under shell fire, hearing their
wounded calling for the water that they were un-
able to supply, secing men fight on ofter they had
been wounded and until they dropped unconscious
time after time, ollicers seeing  these  things
believing that the very limit of human endurance
had been reached, would send back messages to their
post command that their men were exhausted. But
in answer to this would come the word that the
lines must hold, and if possible those lines must at
tac And the lines obeyed. Without water, with
out food, without rest, they went forward—and for-
ward every time to victory. Companies had been so
torn and lacerated by losses that they were hardly
platoons; but they held their lines and advanced
them. In more than one ease companies lost every
officer, leaving sergeant and sometimes a corporal
to command, and the advance continued,  After thir
teen days in this inferno of fire a captured German
officer told with his dying breath of a fresh division
of Germans that was about to be thrown into the
battle to attempt to wrest from the marines that
part of the wood they had gained, The marines who
for days had been fighting only on their sheer nerve
who had been worn out from nights of sleeplessness,
trom lack of rations, from terrific shell and machine
gun fire, straightened their lines and prepared for
the attack. It came—as the dying German officer
had predicted

S

GERMAN CRACK TROOPS REPULSED
AND BEATEN

At 2 o'clock on the morning of June 13 it was
launched by the Germans along the whole front.
\vithout regard for men, the enemy hurled his forees
against Bouresches and the Bois de Belleau, and
sought to win back what had been taken from Ger
many by the Awmericans, The orders were that these
positions must be taken at all costs; that the utmost
losses in men must be endured that the Boies de Bel
leau and Bouresches might fall iin into German
hands. But the depleted lines of the marines held;
the men who had fought on their nerve alone for
days once more showed the mettle of which they
were made,  With their backs to the trees and
boulders of the Bois de Belleau, with their sole
shelter the scattered ruins of Bouresches, the thin
ning lines of the marines repelled the attack and
crashed back the new division which had sought to
wrest the position from them

And so it went. Day after day, night after night,
while time after time messages like the following
traveled to the post command:

“Losses heavy., Difficult to get runners through
Some have never returned Morale excellent, but
troops all in.  Men exhausted.”

Exhausted, but holding on.  And they continued
to hold on in spite of every difficulty Advancing
their lines slowly day by day. the marines finally
prepared their positions to such an extent that the
last rush for the possession of the wood could be
made, Then, on June 24, following a tremendous
barrage, the struggle began.

The barrage literally tore the wood to pieces, but
cven its immensity could not wipe out all the nests
that remained, the emplacements that were behind
almost every clump of bushes, every jagged, rough
group of boulders. But those that remained were
wiped out by the American method of the rush and
the bayonet and in the days that followed every foot
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of Belleau wood was cleared of the enemy and held
by the trayed lines of the Americans,

IN THE BATTLE FOR ST. MIHIEL SALIENT.

Then came the battle for the St. Mihiel salient,
On the night of September 11 the 2d division took
over a line running from Remenauville to Limey,
and on the night of September 14 and the morning of
September 15 attacked, with two days’' objectives
whead of them., Overcoming the enemy resistance,
they romped through to the Rupt de Mad, a small
river, crossed it on stone bridges, occupied Thia-
court, the first day's objective, scaled the heights
just beyond it, pushed on to a line running from
the Zammes-Joulney ridges to the Binvaux forest,
and there rested, with the second day’s objective
occupied by 2:50 o'clock of the first day. The cas-
ualties of the division were about 1,000, of which
134 were killed. Of these about half were marines
The captures in which the marines participated were
S0 German officers, 3,200 men, 90-0dd cannon and
vast st S,

CAPTURE OF BLANC MONT RIDGE.
Hut even further honors were to befall the fight-
iding and building fo of which the navy
stly proud.  In the early part of October it
wcame necessary for the Allies to capture the bald,
jagged ridge twenty miles due e of Reims known
us Blane Mont ridge. Here the armies of Germany
and the allies had clashed more than once, and at
tempt after attempt had been made to wrest it
from German hands. It was a keystone of the Ger-
man defense, the fall of which would have a far
reaching effect upon the enemy armies. To the
glory of the United States marines let it be said
that they were again a part of that splendid 2d di-
vision which swept forward in the attack which
freed Blane Mont ridge from German hands, pushed
its way down the slopes, and occupied the level
ground just beyond, thus assuring a victory.

MARKSMANSHIP AMAZES ALLIES

Thus it was that the United States marines have
fulfilled the glorious traditions of their corps in this
their latest duty as the “soldiers who go to sea.”
Their sharpshooting—and in one regiment 93 per
cent of 