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iiCRIPPLE JOHN,"

OR

THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF
JOHN S. GREEN.

CHAPTER I.

BIRTHPLACE AND CHILDHOOD.

I was born at H —
, January 3, 1854. My

parents were humble labouring people, who
had a true parental affection for their chil-

dren.

From my birth I was a cr.pple, although it

was not fully known until I was three years

of age. I did not develop and become active

as other children and when I should have
been walkmg, I was unable to sit alone My
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CHAPTER ir,

MOTHER'S ILLX':ss AXD DEATH.

never been Cm , o" e thV'"" ^'^
' '^'

visit greatlv nt^. T Prospcet of a

trip and fust h'f
'''"'"*' '"''' ""^de for my

-' •whrio'^rr?/'""^^ ^^-^ '^

^hen you came back- ^

°
N ^7,

"°* '"^^^

startled at tliP n? .
'^^*"''a'ly I was>J di tne question and cairi -iiru

mother, wherp n^« .
^'"' why^'i wnere are you aoin<T?" f„ t .

not bear to spp h^. ^ '"S- —for I cou d

should die beforp
^"^ ^'''^>'' ^^^ ^^ I

erasnin.f^ u
-^^^ ^°^e back?" Motgrasping the thouijht thflf cVr^ -,

"^°^
^ ^ ^nat she might, not fully



JOHN S. GREEX, 7

realizing what my loss would be, I said in mv
simplicity, "Well, I'll have a good mother,''
referring to my aunt whom I loved. To my
surprise, she died seven days later, leaving
me,—a helpless cripple boy, with three sisters
and two brothers.

The next day I was taken home to look
upon, the once tender loving mother, but
now cold in the embrace of death. How
strange were my feelings, when I was carriedm and placed beside the stove! I thought
of mother and wished her to come and tcuke
off my clothes, to warm my crippled hands
and press her kiss upon mv cheek. On
looking around the house, I saw the loved
form lying, and my heart felt ready to break
yet I could not weep. After we had lookecl
upon her for the last time, we were taken back
to my uncle's. Everything appeared strange-
ly sad; I scarcely knew whether my heart or
poor crippled body pained most.
The next day her remains were taken toR—

,
and laid in the silent grave. When

father returned from the funeral, he came
to my uncle's to see his children, and coming
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inertness (;| breath and
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,Ureat pain in my side. Mv aunt did all sl.e
fould to help nie. yet I never fidlv recovered
from this.



CHAPTER III.

AT HOME AGAIN.

When I had been about a vear and a half
with my aunt, father moved awav some miles
from where he had been. As he was anxious
to have us under his care, lie married again
and our stepmother proved to be very kind
to us. Then we were all at home once more
13ut, I often went back to visit mv uncle
and one day. while there, I noticed my
uncle lookmg very earnestlv at me At
last, he said, "John, you ought to be doing
something." Wondering at this, I said
What can I dor He answered, "You

ought to read your Bible." Although mother
had taught me the "First Reader," I had by
that time forgot everything except the alpha-
bet. Then he advised me to get another
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"Reader," and when I had learnt to read, I

was to start at the "Four Gospels." With
the help of father and step-mother, I accom-
pHshed this difficult task, and through reading
them once, I began to fear God and felt it

my duty to read the Bible.

Some years after this a camp-meeting, con-
ducted by the Rev. Mr. Woodcock, a Metho-
dist minister, was started about three miles
from our home. My brother T— , and sister
S—

,
attended it, and, on their return from

the meeting, related to me what happened.
One night, a young minister who was helpingm the meetings, came home with them, and
next morning after breakfast, he read a
chapter and prayed with us. Truly, he
was in the Spirit, for in answer to praver.
He came to my heart; tears unbidden rolled
down my cheeks; sorrow which seemed alto-
gether different from what I had ever felt,
took possession of my heart.

After prayer I heard him inquire where
Mr. M—

,
lived and expressed his de^^ire of

visiting him. At this, I stole quietlv and
unobserved out of the door and crept as
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quickly as I could across tlie fields so tliat I

mii^dit hear him jtray a,L(aiii. I was not disa])-

pointed, for he j)rayed a.<(ain in the Holv
Tjliost and tliis moved me i^reatlw

Then, I was very anxious to atten.l tlie

camp-mcctino. and after S])eakin,i,^ t(> my
l)rothcr about this, he said. "John, there is no
use in ^^o'uv^ to tlie meetin.i,'s and tryin^' to

KCt rc]i.i,non, while you have hard fee'lini^^s in

your heart toward others." (Vip])led as I

was. I had ^rrown self-willed and passionate,
and that often ,uot me into trouble. Tlie
Holy S])irit did His part in convincini^ of sin,

but wlien I found out my ])art. 1 h.ad too

proud a lieart to humble myself, to ask for-

i^nveness of those whom i liad wron,<,a>d.

Still, 1 knelt every nis^dit before ii,'nn'^ to bed
and asked Ciod to fori^nve me, but I would not
forgive my fellowmen. So my prayer was
unanswered, and I remained in darkness.

But one night my lister, after all hiad re-

tired, came home, went from room to room
and awoke us up to tell us that she had found
salvation. Although w^e h.ad b'een so closely

bound to each otlier bv the tender ties of

:v0si'^ •'. '/:yE70K£.ixtnmiK^.amr-:^i
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affection, I then felt a stran.i^e l.aekwanlness
and coldness in my heart toward her. This
was because I loved darknes- ratlier than
light. As there was no ion.i^a-r that tender
union between us, it made me feel verv sad,
hut I was unwillinj,' to admit that it was all
on my part. Shortly afterwards she married
and this increased mv sorrow.

^^^^f^H'^^f"^!!S!!^S3SI!S!I?T->.r .
-'•:.<:.'*. -^-^ .1



CHAPTER IV.

FIRST VISIT TO MY SISTER.

Time passed by very quickly, yet I did not

improve it very much. On my first visit o

my sister, revival meetings, conducted by the

Rev. Mr. K— , and Mr. Robert Q— , a local

preacher of that neighbourhood, were in pro-

gress. I attended them and felt God was

present in great power. I knew 1 should

yield to Him, but held back a captive to the

enemy, who sought to drag the soul from

my poor crippled body down to everlasting

torments, being no respector of persons,—

•

his aim being to defeat God's plan of re-

demption of all mankind—rich or poor, crip-

pled or straight—who came in by the gate of

repentance. Oh, who would reject the lowly

Jesus and accept for their father so cruel a

taskmaster?

i w-'%^-irj'j^mRS^^;^Ed^&MaM,,Mm^'SMS^.^ '^'m'rm^'
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Vet after all these gracious visitations from
C^od, that is what I did. Pharaoh refused to
let me go and I failed to tell him. that bv the
strength of God. I would do His will I
haraened my heart (which I had to do or else
be saved) and we walked hellward, together.

}-£ry'''::'*tt¥'i
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A NKW AMrSK.MKNT.

When I returned hoi.ic. 1 became still mom
eareless. On seeinj^' otliers smoke and use

tobjuco, I thoui^ht that would be a tine wav
.or me to pass my lonely hours, and induced

my bnjther to ^Mve me a ])ij)o and some to-

bat-eo. When father heard this h(> was much
dis])lcased, and threatened to punish me if 1

continued its use.

But 1 had set my heart on learnini,' to

smoke and so took my pij.- away, about two
acres from the house and hid it in a liollow

lojT. To this secluded spot. 1 went several

times a day, to enjoy myself with n.iy new-
found pleasure. Throuj^di the effect of this

treat which tlie devil was so anxious to have
mo enjoy, 1 would return to the house, sick

and trembling, resolving not to touch it

m

fte^HT^''"!!!' ,-:':-ji^m^m^
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ai^ain. Hut aft-r my sickn.-ss |wissi«.l .,v.ay,

1 had a stron.L^cr .losirc tliati cvor lor it. l'

cnntinucMl ,n tins way. until 1 was a siaxv in
the apiH'titc. WliCH my hrotiicrs aii.l sisters
wvnl (Hit in iI.M cvcnin-s l<;r cnjoym(„i,

I

stayed at home pntrm^' auav, trvin- to ccn-
solo myself with it, j.oor miserable ((.mfort
it proved to he.

iit%;mi^iiMm-



A kl'.\l\AL, MV CoWKkSIOX.

Al.out th.'it tini(> \v(. niovfd to R , and I

AXMU to visit frioiKls near JM^k River '

While
tliere. I attended anotlier revival, condiietcd
i'v the Rev. Mr. HIanehetto. .Manv attended
It, as they were de.sirous that he would ^ive
his e.xpcrienee while in the Ro,nan Cathohe
Chureh. Init this was not his mission He
was there to prc-ach repentance and faith to-
ward our Lon] Jesus Christ, for the remissi<.n
ot -ms.

-"^ youn- lady in the home wiicre I was
visrin-. went to the -meetin-;' and on her
return we began to enciuire what she had seen
and heard, -making hght of it. Apparently
the truth had reaehcd her heart, for she
answered quite seriously, "there is something
in salvation, we all need it." I thought that
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i- wl.i.t, I nc.MJ. I felt tlu- I Idy Spirit -Ir.iA in-
!1U' t<. seek it. l)Ul I u;,s VrVy t,„„l , , f t.w.Ilsli

talkin- and jcstiiv^r. h;,vin.i( an. I tnakm- all
tlu' fun I i,,uM. P,ui 11 ranu- vcrv rlrarlv
Nefotv nu'. that n 1 -',,.t savc.j. I wnil-l l,;.vc
to ,i,Mve up all that. 1 al-o kn.nv it u.-uM
mean a .separatK^n from those who (ontinue.j
to mduli^a' in it.

But my hunlen hecanu- so Jie;ivv that IcouM hear it no lon-er. Tl.vre uas'a'n after-
noon meeting and 1 st.-.rtel to ervep a. ross
ue held, in hope tliat I i;,:L;ht find relief
U nen

1 came m si-ht of t!ie "llall "
thernemy said. '-The peopI(> will l,K,k 'so'niu<'h

at you, that vou will iv.t h- al.le to stand it
"

Ihis worried me till -re.^t dn,p's of perspn-,-
tion tell Irom my hnew. But Cod opened up
a way of escape tnmi this tiene ass;,ult

Just then tivo women, v. ho ha<! ' ady „..>n
saved, -arne no and let down the h ure • „•

me tr) eross over, I was -r(«atlv en.'oura-ed
and made my way to the hou'se n( p.•a^•er
Ihe serviee hei^an and the sermon iust suit<-dmy ease. Oh. what a j^r^or miseralde wretc h
I felt myself to he! Hut the meetin^r do.ed
leavinjn^ mc in that condition.

FeelinjT very tired. I tliou.^dit I would not
return the way I had eome, hut would jjo
around by the road, thou-h it was much
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farther, I started, and on my way one mav
imagine my feelings, as I watched the people,

some walking, others driving, l)ut 1 was creep-

ing along, having no comfort here and the

thought that 1 was creeping down the broad
road to destruction, ^weighed me down.
At last, I reached the gate, and on looking

up .to the house, w Inch seemed a long way off,

I felt so tired that I wondered how I would
reach the place. But just in a moment I was
so rested and refreshed, that I lould not im-
agine what had hajjpened to me. Strange
feelings of peace and joy mingled together,

came over me so softly and gentlv, that I

could not understand it, but 1 thought to

myself, "I'll try and go back again to-night."

which I did, God having provided a way for

me to drive with friends.

I felt the sermon very hel|)ful to me, and
when the invitation to seek salvation was
given, I was not long in making mv way to
the altar, (iod did not kee}) me long till He
saved me,—Ilis Spirit [tearing witness with
mine, that I was born again.



CHAPTER Vll.

XKW LIGHT.

From that time I t)c,L{an to seek tlie com-
pany of Christian \kh)])\c and found some
true friends, amon.i; wliom was Mr. Alhert
C—

.
Often I went to his liome, ,so tliat I

mijrht converse with him on relioious sul)jtH-ts.

I had never h.card any preacliin,^' against to-
bacco, and was i^reatly siir[)rise(l wlien Hro.
C— asked me one (hiy, what I thou.c^dit about
It. I told him I did not see anv harm in it.'
He said, "John, if Mr. W- , our minister.
were to say, tlierc is no h trm in c!!Oi;])in<r
wood on Sunday, I could believe it as readily
as I can that there is none in usini,^ tobacco."
I felt this^i,rcntle reproof and from that time^""^ " in smokinL' * '

tian bretliren.
.'fore mv Chris-

Some time after. Mr. TIuLdi 1-

exhortiniT nie to seek
whe n.

'Well. Bro. (Ireen. if

a second work, said.
ever vou wt into Heulah
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Land,

this side

to follow the (oiivict

Tin: lAvr. or

voii will iKive to leave your ])i|)e on
Refusin.i^ to walk in the li.i^dit.

ion of mv heart and the
kind exhortations of my l.rethren, I ke])t nn
])ip(', but lost my eommuni'>n with (iod. \()V

could I expect anytliin.L,' (dse. for the .Word
says. "When He. the S])irit of Truth, is come.

c you into cdl truth." John 15 :

lie will i;^uid

13. The vSpirit was leadin.i,^ me into it, 1

I drew hack, thinl .ne" I had t

)U

oo mueli to irive

up. wStil! T thou,<;lit I had not lost all. vet 1

received no l)lessint>- from Ood.
While in tliis condition. I went uj) to I risk

Creek, to a cam])-mectin,ij; held 1)\' the Rev
R. C. Horner. I heard the Rev. j, Fert^uson
preach on "presentinir our bodies a livint-

sacrifice," and on cxaminintr mvself found
that I could not present my hodv to he pre-

served blameless, wliile I defiled it with to-

bacco. Vet, I had a zeal and love for tlu

cause of God, and felt I coul.l not

^^o back dto.s^^ether. I went t

^ive up an(

() cverv meetini
that I held the privile.s^e of attending,
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IX DAKKXHSS.

In wScpteinl.erof 189;,. 1 li:.,! the oijportuiiitv
1" .'ittcnd a c.'inip-mectin;^^ at Munstcr, con-
<luctC(i l.y Mr. IItm-ikt. One Sun.lav after-
noon, while havin.L^ a .Ljood feeiin,L(, 1 i^^ave mv
expcrienee. After I was thnniKli. Bro. II

'

lookin*,^ out on tlie nuinl.er walkin.ij leisurelv

around the tent, said, "I would ratlier be
Bro. Green with 1 lis ex])erienee and all erij)-

pled up, tlian he one of you walkin.i^

witii your .i^old-headed eane and no snlvat

arou nd

ion.

Th IS expressi(jn of Ij 'S fe elini{ t>;wa rd WiO
sank very deej) into my h.eart. I tlum.ijht, "I
am deeeivin.i,^ him. 1 ha\ not .i^ot wliat he

Alter tlie servic-e elosed
some of the Christian pe';p.le eame aroun<l
me, praisinj^f (iod. I tried t

thinks I have.

feel

o make mwself
^^ood hut liad not thie iK)wer to dO 11
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t^

Tlicn I ^c^^'ln to try to (lod for licl]) and
deliverance from the loiida,<.'e of sin. Once
more I tried to coax (iod into my heart, !jut

the Spirit \vhis])ered "\'oiir tol aceo." At
that I made uj) my mind I was .^^oin'.,' to

heaven and would not ; llo\v- so sm.ail a \\\\\v^

to ruin my souh So I th.rcw away my pipe
and tol)aeco and n^'ide this vow to (lod: -

"Th.at as loni,^ as Mis pure e\-c saw me on
cartli, He would nevr^r see me use tohaeco."
I ,uot some relief fnrm tliis, l)ut not llie witness
that I v/as saved.

The mectin<;s closed tliat nijrht and I wen
h.ome with Bro. C -. Next mornin.L^ wlien
he was out attendint,^ to duties on the farm,
I felt very sad. Everything seemed silent.

I felt as if I hadnotafrieud -no one on whom
to lean. At last I went out to th.e held
where Bro. C was. an:1 on secinii^ m.e and
knowin<i^ my distress, lie turned and said,

*'Let ,go!" At that 1 hurst into tears, (nvr
which I had no control truly I had a l-roken
and a contrite lieart. Tlien lie went on with
hiis work and I returned to the liouse, but did
not go in. I thouglit I would go down 1)\-
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the river, but there was nothint; tlicre in
sa tisfv

On(

mc.

e more my desire for smok

Jesu

uv^ eamc
vow was made. Tlie thou^dit

onnd

hack, hut mv
that I had i^iYcn up ah. vet, liad not f

s. crushed me. I felt I

one that enjo\s

more to Hro. C

must </o to some-
saivation. and started onre

Wlien I reaeh.ed I

we sat dcjwn and wej)t toj^rcther, I fi

luirdened heart, and 1

sta.te. As I had found

im

om a

sai(

le in sym])athy for my
no rehef. he at hast

h that I had better ^o down to 1 us aunt.
vho hvcd at Billing's Bridge, as h,er famil
had been greatly blessed d
meeting and would ])e helpful
started as soon as I eould not
(V)unscl as I had done in the past.

uring the eamp
to me. I

refusing his
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ki:sT(>RKi).

Tl le u'vAii \ arrived Bill WV' s Brid ec
tl lere \vas a ])ra\cr mectin,L( in tlie home l<

which I went. I felt so niiuh surrounded 1 )\-

thc ])rcsencc of (lod, that I cried out and tlii^

IS s ived. IIowever, nex'

went over

H'j: out on

made me feel I w.

mornin.^r after family dev(^tion. I

to thic windrjw, and while look

natu . li^rht broke into my heart. All crc;'

tion a])])cared new: the ver\- fences sconed ti

1 1
have a beautiful soft a])])earance, causec )\

the l>rcsence ot ()mnii)otence. While I re

mained in tliat j)lace, nv

1 ,L( K ; u s COnve rsa tion md
Icliijht

I^rayer.

was m re

Wh vr^

tlie Sjiirit of tlie Lord is, tliere is lil;ertv.

On lookin,^ b.ack over the past, I could ther

sec my rea.son for !^^ro])inir in the dark so lonu
I de[)ended on m\- f)wn under star.dinji: ani'
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was not simj.lo onouirj, t(. trust ()<u] My
<K'ar rea(l(>r. if you are a scrkor <>( salvat.nn"
ease- honi your own wisdom an.I take tl.r
l^'I'l^kin, wkuh will nieandratli to all vour
wis,'_ plans and ideas eoncernm;^ tins .^reat
^V>rk. 1 (.on,,nu(Ml to walk in all the Ii-du
<">'! .^ave n^e, and tcn.lerlv di.l the Spirit lea<l
n'vcahn^r to me that I was mu vet sanet, fu-d'

V- f M
"''^"["^'^I'o'^^t'. a l)ohness meet.n-

:,';
'-M ^'t Bro. R- -s and I found ..nx-at

iv.:vn, m worsh.ii)in- (iod. "W
LO SO

iiic Mstenme
r>nir. testify to inward puntv. trulv I felt

all that the poet expresses in those lines:—
•My lu'art strin-s ,i,rn,an uith dr..,, cmpiaint•M> lU'sl, h..^ i.atitin- after Thtv ' "-
.\ii<l L^vcTy inTvc, aii.l vvvrv i.,i,u
is (,n the strcich for purity.'"'

Bro. \V T - - in .t^dvin^r his experienec, said.
1 !-:rieved (,od only onee, from tlie time Iwas justified up to the time I was entircdv

sanet.hed. Smec then. I h.ave never Leen
consetotas of pcvin,..^ Him." At that timemv tai h reaelied u]) to (io.l. }le eame su.l-
;ltnlv to H>s temple and eleansed me from
all sin.

1 broke out into holv laus^diter Oht
the svycctness of bein- ushered into the Ib.lv
<>t Hones. \o lon.i^er eoul<] I .sav:

'"I'he .set',! of sin's tlisea.sc.
Out of inv hc;irt erase

i:nt(T Thyself and .Irive it henceAnd take uj) ail the pl;ice,"
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My pniNcr was turned to ].raises and I took
up tlio lanL^iiai^e of CaiKuin,

"I'm over, yes over, in tlK- Promised Land".

w That ni.i^dit I woki- up s(>veral times atn^
broke out into peals of kiu.Lditer. Wave after
wave of i,do'-y swe])t over my soul, for, "hc-
hold, He that kecpeth Israel, shall neitlur
slund.'er n(jr sk-ep," Psalnis 121:4.
Some time after 1 was sanctified, while list-

cninir to the word bein-^^ p-reaehed, (lod bap-
tized me \.ith the Holy (ihost and Fire. This
.e:avc me a fervent love and an un(lvin<T zeal to
labor to brin.i,^ otliers to Jesus. It remairis
u|)on me up to the ])resent. Often I feel m\
need of bein.i,^ taui^d.t of (lod, and to this end
1 study the Bible. We are livin.i,' in an a,L;e in
which the truth is s^'fcatly ]H-rverted; men
])lead for sin, many repeat Rr)m. 3:10, but
fail to see verses U-18. Notice the words,
"The way of peace have tliev not known."
This was my state until I was justified b\
faith. Then my views were char.j^'ed too.
"Wliosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin." Often I look V)ack to the time I wa-^
unsaved, and had a mind that was dark to the
thinijs that concern mv eternal welf:ire.



CHAPTER X,

MV XHI-DS Srppi,l|.;i).

Cripplod as I v.-.'is, I tried to earn monev l,v
takin- piec^cs of work (a-ainst mv father's
wishes) from nei-libors. lieforc I'v.as con-
verted, I often wislied that 1 .ould have nw
hfe insured, so that I would have something
to lean on m my old a-e. Hut 1 found that
there was a company in which 1 could be in-
sured, both for this hfe and that wlm-h is tocome. Ihe foundation of mv hoj-e. for both
early and later days, you will find in (lod's
eterna truth (Job 1 ; 3:42 12). Job's nVheswere doubled, because be refused to with-draw his trust from Ood, and the fxod whotook such care of his servant Job does not
foro^et to take care of his servant -John
(rreen. -'

I have I.een much blessed in bodv andhave been able to travel from place to place,
to attend camp-meetin-s, Conventions, andother meetings. Financiallv I have been
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liclptNl, Co,] piittin.L,^ it into tin- lu-.irts of His
people to shrirc with their crij)pltMl l.rothcr.
My needs have l)een all suj.plied and will, as
lonj^' as I keej) low enouj^di to spi-nd it all to

en said to

eeause \()n are

His j^dory. 1 remember peoj)le oft
me
1

It is well to !»(> \ou. 1

lavmi,' all your sul>crin,i,^ here, you arc sure of
heaven." Hut, when I 'anicander the i n-
speetion of tiie "(ireat Ph\sirian." I found
that my heart was niore diseased than m
body. I knew that my suCf

^ive mc an entrance throui^h the I^arlv (rate

\-

(Tmi,' would not

But, unlike the Tnsur; ince Company here, I

was not turned away because I w;;s too dis-
eased; but the brdm of (lilead was applied
makin^^ a perfect cure

AI y ])athway i^rows brii^diter as I pres
towrrds the New Jerusak

s on
m, At times I

sutler ,<;reat pain, but then coi>ies the exceed-
ing weight of glorv:

My crcepins^ days will soon be o'er,
Then I shall reach tlie other shore!
Where jKiin and sorrow are no more

ThroutTJi an eternal dav.

I have been asked to give mv e.\p>erience
for print, and I do so only to exalt mv Savi-
our, and hoT)e that through reathng it some
souls may be helped.
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("liinl.inj,' thr p;tlliua\ t., ! cavr;!
l p to tlu' mansions of lii^l.t

K(v|.,nu thu ,,n/c. set I.H'orr' nir
With the \\.,r.ian(l thrS,.;nt to-iu.ic.

Soon will my lal.ors ],v i-ii-K-rl

.My ufapoiis of uarlarr lai.l' ,l,,un
I M<: Master u,Il ulnspcr, "Conu- up. jol,,,

1 11 give y<m a n.l.c and a crown."

Som.-tinn-s I am tin-.l and

r.l wel
nil rai-kinj,' liiisfrail 1

wrary
louse of rlav

come the anj,'els to earry im- up
Into .\l)raham's hosom to st

But. ah! when 1 look all around meAnd view men (]yu\^ in siiMy burdened Jieart cries. "A while 1

Lord, send mo to gather them i

Oil reader! beware ytni don't miss it

oiu'cr.

\Vh
riie goal set bet ore you to uii
en we gather togetheV to ju.iginent

^ay. will you be washed and ina.ie clean ?

'>urs in the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus.

JOf/X S. CREEX

SI






